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PREFACE

The Peruvian Aprista movement, Accidn Demogratica of Vene-
zuela,,the'Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario of Bolivia and
Liberacidn Nacional of Costa Rica are a few of the political par-
ties of Latin America which comprisebwhat has been broadly termed
the liberal left. A multitﬁde of events énd currents of}thought
have influenced in varying degrees the rise'of this liberal left:
the Mexican and Russian revolutions, the student refornm movement
at Cérdoba, the rise of foreign economic expansionism‘in Latin
America; and the ideologies'of Marxism, socialism and nationalism.}
The Peruvian Aprista party, precursor and protofype of the liberal
left throughout Latin America, traces its own origins directly to
the university reform movement of}l9l8.

Several general works have been done on both the Aprista |
movement and the university reform movement. Hary Kantor's igg

Ideology and Program of the Peruvian Aprista Movement (1953) is

the only current general survey of the party's history and 1deo~

logy. Works done by the Aprlstas themselves 1nclude Felipe Coss1d,

del Pomar's El Indoamericano (19%6), a biography of Haya de la
Torre, and Haya de la Torre y el Apra (1954%) by Luis Alberto Sin-

chez. The most comprehensive work on the university reform move-

ment in Latin America is Gabriel del Mazo's La_Reforma Universi-

taria (1941).

. However. most of the studies concerning the Peruvian Ap-
v : :
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rista movgmentvexphasizé the intellectual indebtedness of the
party'to the universit& reform movement with little atfentiqn paid
to the immediate and proximate way in which the~Pefuvian univer-
sity students reacted to the reform movement . On’;he other hand,
stress is placed on thé fﬁlly formed Aprista movement when it
campaigned for power in 1931, with little attention paid to the
actual structural development of the party as opposed to its in-
teloectual development. Yet, between the beginning ofvthe univer-
sity reform movement at‘Cérdoba in 19187and the appearance 6f the
Aprista movement in Peru in 1918 several important but reiatively
‘unstudied events occurred in Peru vwhich were influential in
shifting the university reform movement into politics. Of great
significance in this regard was the founding of a series of "Popu-~-
lar Universities", or centers of education for workers by the stu-
dent leader Victor Ratil Haya de la Torre and several companion
students from ihe University of San Maréos in 1921. The purpose
of these centers was to further the aims of the university reform

movement by bringing the benefits of culture and 1earningrto;the
poor and unedﬁcéted.' When the government éuppressed these centers
Haya aﬁd his companions turned their cultural movement‘into a
political movement, the Movimiento Apristé Peruano.

The purpose of this thesis is to study the relationship of

thesé’popular universities to the Aprista movement, and seek to |
determine to what extent the ideology, structure and orientétioﬁ

of the Aprista movement stems from its origins in the popular uni-

o

versities. e v
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As almost éll the méterial relating to the Popular Univer-
|sities fouhded by Haya de la Torre is.found only in Lima, the sum-
mer of 1967 was spent collecting material in the dlf;erent libra-
ries of Lima and obtainlng interviews with eyew1tnesses of the
events relatlng to the hlstory of the Popular University. The
National Library contained many general books on the university
reform movement and all the back editions of the leading news-
papers in circulation in Lima in the early twénties. The Library
of the University of San Marcos cdntained many works oh the uni-
versity reforn movément and a few uncatalogued editions'of Aprista
publications from the decade of the thirtiés. The Library of
Deputies‘was utilized to obtain statistical informétion on the
history of Peru and‘the city of Lima. The editors of La Tribuna
the official organ of the Aprista party, granted free access to
their archives, where much infofmation was found on the Popular .
Universities during the periods of anti-Aprista persecution.

The only works which touch on the Popular University are a
‘ chronlcle of the Peruvian university reform movement by Enrique
Koster, 1ncluded in Gabriel del Mazo's La Reforma Universitaria, a
shorﬁ*work on the Popular University of Vitarte by Josefa Yarlequée
de Marquina. As no general'work on the Popular Universities has
ever been written, much of the material necessarily hadrto come

from the nevwspapers of the period. The major dailies of Lima of"

that period were all consulted: El Comercio, La Prensa, El Tiempo,

and La _Crénica. Also, several of the polemical newspapers and

-

periodicals of the time were consulted, Of particular importance
; " ' vi '




was the periodioal; Claridad, founded by Haya de la Torre to serve
as the organ of the Worker's Federation of Lima and his Popular

Universities. ~E1 Obrero Téxt*l the official organ of the textile

unlon, contalned 1nnumerable referenceo to the Popﬁiar University.
In addltlon to “the work of collecting data from these
vritten sources, many interviews were sought with persons who were

either eyewitnesses of the events or who could lend valuable assist

vt

tance in learning about the Popular University or the Aprista part]
Haya de 1a Torre, tﬂe founder of both, granted several interviews
which were of great value for determining what was the orlglnal
finality and manner in whlch the Popular Unlver81t1es were conduc-|
ted. An interview with Lufs Alberto Sanchez, President of San
Marcos Univefsity and leading ideologue of the Aprista party,
pro§ed valuable for discovering different source materials re-
lating to the Popular Universit&. An interview with Arturo Sab-
roso, former student at the Popular University and leading figure
in Peruvian syndicalism, shed light on the impact of the Populér
University on the Peruvian labor movement. Interviews were glso
held with Josefa Yar1equé, a student at the Popular Univefsityuof
Vitarte in its first days, and Dr. Roberto Delgado, who was among'
the Sén Mércos University students who founded the Popular Univer-
Jsities. ‘ ‘ | |
From the non-Aprista point of view, interviews were held
with RicardQ'Martihez de la Torre; pérsonal secretary to José
Cérios Maridtegul, whose Socialist party became the Communist party

of Peru in 1930, and Ifudocio Ravines, also a professor in the AL
: vii
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Popuiar UniverSity in the early ﬁwenties, a leading figﬁre in the
| QOmmuﬁist movement in Peru in the thirties and editor of La Prensa
years later. - - ‘ .
Special acknowledgement is due the current National Sec-
retary of the Gonzalez Préda Popular Universities, Orestes Rodri—
gﬁe25 who explained the present work done by-the Popular Universit
and the role which the Popular University plays within the Aprista
party. Also, the personnel at the Aprista pérty headquérters in
Limé:gave,valuable assistance in locating material and persons who

could be helpful in writing this work.

Acknowledgement is also due the director of this thesis,

Dr. Joseph A. Gagliano, for the time spent and the valuable sug-
gestions offered in preparing this study.

Hopefuily, this study of the Gonzédlez Prada Popular Uni-
versity of Peru, founded by Haya de la Torre in 1921, will shed

more light not only on the nature and orientation of the Aprista

movement of Peru, but on the whole liberal left of Latin America,

&

which was profoundly influenced by the Aprista movement.

viii
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INTRODUCTION

The student p{Ptest movement that errupted/ﬁithin the ven-
erable walls of the University of erdoba 6n Juné 15th, 1918, was
fér more than another monofonous flare-up of'youthful tempers over
some minor pblicy change -- a not untypical occurrence in the
Latin American University; on the contrary, it dramaticélly 7
signalled an abrupt break with the past and the beginning of a
new stage in the life of the Latin American University.

The movement at Cordoba radically weakened the bonds that
linked the university with colonial traditions and inaugurated a
new era of university autonomy, accompanied by such progressive
innovations as}student participatioh in university policy making,
sfudent control of faculty appointments, and academic freedom for
piofessors. Bﬁt,the protest at Cordoba signified far more than
the mere implementation of a series of internal university re-
forms, important és they were. It crystallized in a cbnéréte;
movement a wholé ideology and spirit of reform that was soon to
challenge the very structure of traditional Latin American
society. The movement was of such far—raﬂging importance for the
subsequent history of Latin America that the President of San |
Marcos Univérsity, Luis.Alberto Sanchegz, has even singled out

1918 as the year that Latin America entered the twentieth




céntury;l '
Tt is indicative of the key role the university plays in
,Latin American societX.that the movement which symﬁglizéd that
continent's entrance iﬂfo the modern era waé uniVersity inspired
and directed. The universitj had always held a privileged'
positioh of influence in ILatin American society, but never before
had it been such a challenging and stimulating center of soc1al
fermentation and change. How this came agbout can be understood
only by placing the university within the context of Latin
American history and society in general.

Three institutions which survived the wars of independenée
played central roles in the gfowth and development of the Latin
American Nations: the army, the Church and the univérsity. Nine-
teenth century Latin.society, unlike Britain or the United States,
aid not engendef a prolific number of community organizations
which could diseminate or prbmote cultural and social change. 1In
the United States'many other institutions to promote change with-
in the community -- leagues, foundations, unions, urban pressﬁre
groups, etc., -- arose alongside the older established ingtitu-
tions of society, the Church, the school and civil government.
These.allied institutions bore nuch of fhe brunt of fostering and
ﬁressuring for change within society, at‘timgs,in league with the

traditional inStitutions, at times in opposition to them, and at

lLuls Alberto Sanchesz L.a Universidad no es una IsTa
(lea. LdlClones Peruanas, 53), p. 39. ‘




'timeS'simply apart from them.

/ But in Latin America, beset by internal anarchy and sharp
clashes of diametrically opposed interests, the sofial void cre-
ated by the wars of iridependence came to be filled by the tradi-
tional institutions, the army, the Church, the university, and the
new republican state. Thus, partly through default and partly
through positive intent, the university loomed larger 1in Latin
society in relative‘importande and impact than in the United
States or Europe. Furthermore, for most of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the Latin university was open to only a small elite who
could afford a university education. This elite nature of the
university gave it én aura of prestige out of proportion to its‘
true importance in naticnal lifej; nevertheless, a university
education was considered a §ig§ qua non for any youth who aspired
to become anyone of importance in Latin society. |

This is one factor that accounts for the willingness of
Latin American students to participate in politics. Théy were
conscious of the central role of the university in Latin soélgty
and their own importance as heir apparents to the power structure
.of séciety. Othér factors, of course, moved them to intervene in
the political aréna: the subjective individualism of the Latin
character which distrusts and withholds approval of movements in
which one is not personally'engaged; also, thé léck of academic
oriéntation in the universities to national and social problems

of the day has tended to force students to seek an outlet in /




‘direct poIitics.aé a substitute for their desire to serve sbciety

| has been primarily pé&itive or negative are debataﬁle issues; but

"

in some way. Whatever other reasons there may be for student

involvement in politics, and whether or not this inkolvement

the fact that univeréity stuaents have been, .and still are today,
a power block within Latin American society cannot be denied. -
‘Historically, the Latiﬁ American university has passed
through three more or less well-defined stages in its develop-
ment. The first stage, corresponding roughly to the end of in-
dependence until the outbreak at Cordoba in 1918, dealt primari-
1y with the problem of administrative reorganization and revisiong
in the curriculum. Characteristic of this period were debates
carried on by educators on the merits or demerits of adapting
North American or European educational systems to Lafin America.
The second stage was the proclamation of university au-
tonomy andvthe inauguration of student co-government at Cordoba
in 1918. Furthermore, one of the essential demands of.thevsyu—
dents in this movement was the reorientation of the univers{;iesA
toward contemporary national and social problems. This social
thrust in turn implied and initiated the third stage in the uni- |
versity rgform movement; namely, that of cultural diffusion. By
this was meant the effort to establish a cultural bridge between
the uniVersity and the popular masses in order to extend or
ngiffuse" the benefits of education and culture to the great

mass of illiterate rural campesinos and urban laborers. v
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The first and most successful attempt at implementing
this third stage were the Popular Universities of Peru. They
were centers of culture and learning set up and TuA by San Marcos
Unlver31ty students for the benefit of Peru's uneducated Indians
and factory workers. Other such popular universities were set
up throughout Latin America in imitation of the Peruvian model.

The subsequent history of the university reform movement
is as interesting as it is paradoxical. In those nations where
it was allowed to run its course more or less unimpeded, as in
Argentina -and Uruguay, the movement tended'to restrict itself to
university affairs and exerted relatively little influence on

national affairs. But in those countrles where the student

movements were violently suppressed by dictatorial regimes, as
in Peru, Venezuela and Cuba, they blossomed into large scale
political movements. But beyond these three countries, a whole
series of so-called populist}movements arose throughout Latin
America modelled upon or inspired by the first political move-
ment in Latin America to emerge from the university referm mo§e~_
ment, the Peruv1an Aprista movement.

‘ Such diverse partles as Romulo Betancourt!'s Acc1on Demo~
crdtica in Venezuela, Victor Paz Estenssoro's Movimiento Nacion-
al Revolucionario in Bolivia, and José Figueres' Liberacion Na-
cional in Costa Rica all share the same ideological and socio-
parentage with the Aprista movement in Peru. They all trace

their inspiration to the Russian and Mexican revoluﬁions and the
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student reform movement at Cordobaj; they are all parties of
masses, usually Indians, workers, students and lower middle class
shopkeepers; they all champien the}cause of social/}efbrm and‘
vindicetion of the r{éhts of the lowervclaSSes; they call for
elimination of the economic énd mllitary oligarchies in each
Latin Americaﬁ nation and by the same token they oppdse the in- :
trusion of international imperialism in Latin Americaj; and final-
ly, they all claim to be native American movements and‘consequehf—
ly they reject Communism and Fascism, althounh, of course, many
of these movements have eclectically borrowed elements of Marx-
ism and certain external paraphernalla of Fascism.

The Peruvian Aprista Movement vas, then, a direct out—
growth of the student reform movement and indirectly it was in-
spired by the Mexican and Russian revolutions. But this tran-
sition from student movement to political party did not come im-
mediately. It came only after the third stage of the university
reform, cultural diffusion to the masses -- concretely,’the .
Popular Univevsities - had been suppressed by the State. The_
perlod of the Popular Universities takes on, therefore, great
1mportance for understanding the developménts and ten31ons which
led the Peruvian student leaders to turn what began primarily as
a cultural erusade to enlighten the masses into a political move-
ment.to stir the masses to outright combete for social justice.

‘ The course this movement was to take, the role it was to

play in Peruv1an naulonal life for the next several decades, the
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‘ m§ntality and attitudes that permeated and inspired it, were deter

The |

=

nuances that were tofdistinguish it from other movements, and the

mined in large part by its origin in the Popular Upiversity.

point of departure, tﬁérefore, for any study in depth of the

origins of the Peruvian Aprista Movement must be the Popular

Universities.




CHAPTER I
THE_STUDENT-WORKER /
“~ALLIANCE OF 1919

Before the winds of change coming from Cordoba swept its
university hélls and stirred its youth to nurture bold dreams of
social change, Peru, like the rest of Latin America, viéwed the
great political and social upheavals disrupting the order and sta-
bility of Europe,‘the World War, the collapse of the great royal
dynasties in central Europe, the Bolshevik revolution, as so many
far away spectacles which seemed to bear no immediate significanéa
for Peru. The high-minded spokesman of the pre-war university
generation, José de la‘Riva Agluero, distrusted solutions to Peru's]
problems that involved violence or mass revolutions; instead, he-
and his followers placed their hopes for Peru's progress in an
intellectual elite that would addresé itself to the social prob-
lems of the natidh, especially those posed by therIndian-popa-
lation, through a patérnalistic system resembling that of the -
Incas.l ‘The mass of illiterate Indians t0111ng the soil in the
valley of Cuzco or eeking out 'a living in the highlands near

Lake Titicaca remained 1nd1fferent or oblivious to these4great

S .

lFredrlck B. Pike, The Modern Hlstorv of Peru (New York'
Frederick A. Praeger, Inc., 1967), pp. 20%-205.
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‘movements'in other lands énd even to the political currents in
Lima itself. But even the laconic pace of backward Peru was not
to escape the impact of these global cataclysms. /

Peru's popui;%ion was edging toward the four million mark
after the war,'although this is only an approximate estimate, as
no official census of the entire nation had Béan taken since 1876.
Roughly‘52% of the population was white or mestizo, while 45%
was Indian.2 The country lagged far behind the great nations
of Europe or the United States, for the great majority of its In-
dians were illiterate while only a fractidn of the population re-
ceived a university education. The noted educator and one time
’Rector'of the National University of San Marcos in Lima, Manuel
Vicente Villaran, reported that even‘by 1900 there was not a
singlé secondary school in Peru that specialized in agriculture,
commerce or industrial skills.3 And this was the situation in a
country where 68% of the population derived its livelihood from

L _

agriculture and mining.

&

2Given the dearth of documented studies, governmental or
otherwise, it is difficult to make accurate statistical descrip-
tions of Peru's demographical or economic growth during the period
studied in this paper. The first official census of Peru in the
twentieth century was not taken until 1940. This census revealed
a total population of 6,201,552. Of this total, 3,233,360 (52%)
was white and mestizo, and 2,847,196 (45%) was Indian. Presumably
the same racial proportion prevailed in the post-World I years.
Ministerio de Fomento, Primer Informe Oficial del Censo de_ 1940.

: 3Manu§l V. Villarin, Estudios Sobre Educacion Nacional
(Lima: Libreria e Imprenta Gililma, 1922), p.6
| '#Ricardo Martinez de la Torre, Apuntes para una Inter- /
etacion Marxista de Historia Social del Peru (Lima:’Empresa

| Editora Peruana, 1947), p.53. _
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"'.Nor could 6ne look optimistically to Peru's four universi—
ties for a solutioﬁutb its underdevelopment. Thé lawyer and the
man of letters was still the academic ideal held forth to the
young Peruvian who aé;ired to enter the university. Modelled on
the University of Salamanca, the Peruvian university emphasized
the formation of a social elite, disciplined by the rigors of
Scholastic philosophy and logic and humanized by acquaintance
with the liberal and fine érts. The desired product of this
liberal education was a well-rounded gentleman who could think -
precisely and ldgically, as befits a lawyer or a professional man,
and who could at the same time converse gracefully and artfully
on a wide number of sﬁbjects -- literature, politics, astronomy --
as befits a man of leisure and cultured society. The practical
man of science, a hero in the new technological societies of the
northern hemisphere, was still viewed as a rude academic barbarian

who threatened to undermine the humanistic and spiritual values

=

enshrined in the Latin university.s
In Lima alone in 1900 there was one lawyer for each four

hundred inhabitants, while in Paris in the same year there was

one lawyer for each eight hundred inhabitants.6 The vast majority

OThis was an attitu@é that had been expressed earlier by
the Uruguayan essayist, Jose Enrique Rodo in his famous Ariel,
and by the Mexican author, José Vasconcelos in his Raza Cosmica.
It is interesting to note in this regard that the Catholic Uni-
versity of Lima was founded in 1917 with the express purpose of
banishing material and utilitarian values among Peruvian youth
and to combate Marxian inspired class violence. Pike, p.208.

6Villarén, p.18.
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bf'the'professors at thé university, which numbered 1500 stu-
dents in 1920, worked part time and held their positiohs as honor-
ary posts correspondigg to their privileged status/gn fhe profeé-
sional world. The uni&érsity was open pfincipally to the sons 6f
the wealthy, although the son of a lower class official or a poor
provinciano could enter the university of San Marcos if he knew
someone of importance in the capitalrand if he could bear the
social stigma attached to his inferior status. Naturaliy, there

were Tew mestizos, and no Indians to be seen in the halls of the

to World War II. Given this SOCial composition of the university
and the heavy emphasis upon Law and Letters, it is understandable
why some of the more progressive minded thinkers/bf the day felf
that the university was divorced from the reality of national
life. A young member of that generation, Victor Andrés Belaunde,
in a speech delivered in 1917, lamented this separation of the
university from hational problems: : ' .

Al recorrer rapidamente la historia de la

' Universidad desde su origen hasta la fecha se

destaca este rasgo desagradable y funesto: su

falta de vinculacion con la realidad naclonal,

con la vida de nuestrg mgdio, con las necesidades

y aspiraciones del p?ls.

Yet, paradoxically, though the university was cut off

from the reality of the nation, it did reflect the economic and

7Carlos Ferdinand Cuadros, Universidad y Em ncipacion
Nacional (Cuzco: Editorial H. G. Rozas, 1958), p.22.

university; Only a handful of women attended the university prior




12
,sociél condition of the country. If during the colonial period
}as Luls Alberto Sanchez has explained, the university was the

patrlmony of an ellte, during the Republican period it was the

special domain for sons of the economic ollgarchy.8 If San Marcos}

was the academic and social mecca of Peru's upper class, then the
city which housed’it, Lima, was the hub and nerve of the entire
nation.' In spite of the efforts of certain indigenistas and
sdcial critics around the turn of the century to foster a new
éppreciation of Peru's Incan past.and the glories of Cuzco, Lima
reigned supreme and unchallenged over the economic, political and
social life of the country.

"The census taken of Lima in 1920 revealéd a population of
223,807 for the entire province, and 173,007 for the city proper.

The racial composition of Lima was quite disproportionate to that

of the rest of the country: there were 70,353 whites, 71,688 mes- |
tizos, but only 18,298 Indians, 6,608 Negroes and 5,673 Asiatics.?|

Clearly, Lima belonged to the whites and mestizos. Many of the

S
Indians who lived there were transient laborers who returned to
the mountains for part of the year. Those who remained during

the year worked as domestic servants, street vendors, artisans

and cargo-bearers.

8sénchez, p. 152,
‘ 9N1n1sterlo de Fomento, Resumenes_del Censo de las
Provincias de Limg ¥y gllgg_l% de Dic D;c1embre de 1920 ilea.

Imprenta Aguirre, 1920), pp
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‘V,Thé sprawling‘metropolis of the post World War II period

with its sea of ugly squalid barriadas did not yet exist. Lima in
1918, inképite of its imported automobiles from Eupépefand new\

factories5’resembled Ebre the placid and picturesque colonial
}town of Ricardo Palmé's ITradiciones Peruanas. Depending upon
one's point of reference, Lima in this period could best be des-
| cribed as a little big city. By the standards of the United
States\or_Europe, it was a small city. it was still necessary to
ride the,traih over vacant countryside to reach the port town of
Callao some 13 kilometers away, or to reach the plush bathing
resorts for Lima's wealthy in the outlying towns of Barranco and
Miraflores. There was no paved road between Lima and Callao until
1923. |

Yet in relation to the other cities of Peru, Lima was a

veritable metropolis, and the Limenos took pride in the central
importance of their city. Lima possessed four major dailies that
went out to all parts of the Republic,‘linking the small prozin—
cial cities withvthe great events in Europe and North America;_

The oldest and most influential was El Comercio (founded in 1839),

run by the affluent and pfominent Miro Qﬁesada family.. Next in
prestige and circulation was La Prensa (founded in 1903), which
took a more polemical stance in political issues until 1921 when
it supported President Augusto B. Legula. E;_ligmpg was the
youﬁgest of gll -- foﬁnded in 1916 -- and undoubtedly the most

controversial in social issues. It was temporarily suppressed in




1919 by President José Pardo who resenued its stlnglng crltlclsm
v during the strike for the eight-hour day. La Cronlca, (founded
in 1912), outdid the others in its photographic coﬁerage of the

news.lo

Signs of changing times could be seen in Lima's entertain-:

ment. Half of Lima's sixteen theaters had been converted into

cinemas by 1920, and the Touring Club Peruano enjoyed a growing

prestige among young auto fans. But the older and moré tradition-
al diversions had lost no ground: horse—rgcing at the hippodrome
from April tovJanuary of each year, boating at the Club de Regatas
in Chorrillos or Callao, or bathing at the resorts in Barranco,.

Miraflores or Ancon. Although the new sport of boxing was

winning more attention, it could hardly compete with the all time ,

favorité, soccer, to judge by the more than seventy-nine soccer
clubs in Lima alone in 1928.11 Lima was a pleaéant city to live
in, full of graceful parks, elegant monuments and well-dressed
people. The self-esteem of the Limeno, ironic, jestful and gon—v
descending, is nowhere betﬁer summed up than in the old refrain,
"Lima es el Pery, y Lima es el Jirén de la Unidn."

But dissenting voices were beginning to puncture the
| placid calm of the capital city. A young provincigno from
Trujillo in northern Peru found Lima stuffy, antiquated and cruel.

. lOClprlano A, Laos, Lima "La Ciudad de Los Reyes'" (Lima:
Edltorlal Peru, 1929), pp. g 152.

117pid., pp. 362-379
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Echoing the wofds of,ah:eérlier social-critic, Manuel Gonzalez
"Prada, whom he ardently admired, Victor Raﬁl Haya de la Torre
castigated the Peruv1an capital in 1923 1n these wd%ds.

- Lima arlstocratlca es el vértice de una pesada
piramide cuya base esta formada por las espaldas del
pueblo peruano. Sobre ellas se ha levantado una
arquitectura politica-social sin equilibrio ni pro-
porcion, en la que todo concurre a la elevacidn del
vértice. "Lima es la inmensa ventosa que chupa la
sangre de toda la nacién," dijo nuestro apdstol-
civil Gonzaleg Prada. Tuvo razon y autoridad para
decirlo quien fue su primer ciudadano. Pero Lima
es el Peru autentlco, histdérico y nacionalj en
sentido etimologico del vocablo, una ciudad conquis-
tadora y estranjera que no ha perdido hasta hoy su

- primitivo caracter. Desde ella y para ella se
legisla y gobierna. El Pert provinciano, y sobre

~todo el Peru serrano - el Peru verdadero -, es
practicamente otro pals y permanece alejado y
desconocido por, los hombres metropolltanos que lo
usufructian...

As the author of these words suggests by mentioning the
name of Gonzilez Prada, sociél criticism directed against the cal-
lous indifference of Lima's high society toward the illiterate and
poverty—stficken_lndians of Peru was not new. On the contrary, it
enjoyed a rather respectable tradition, beginning with the iTonic
barbs‘of the satirist, Ricardo Palma, later on in the social criti
cisms of the educator, Javier Prado, and qulminating in:zthe viru-
lent broadsides of the radical essayist, Mahuel Qonzélez Prada.

But there was a difference now in the tone of the criticism as thel

World War came to a halt in Europe. ©Never before had the criti-

12Enr1que Ruiz Garc1a, Anatomia_de_una Revolucidn
(Madrid: Ediciones Guadarrama, 1966), p. 320
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cism seemed so justified by the weight.of international events.,
IThe progress reports 6f the new worker's revolution in Russié
filled the'newspaperskgaiiy; the rise of syndicalisﬁland sociglism
in BEurope éugured a new~era of progfess for-the 1aboring mah; and |
finally; the agrarian revolt of Emiliano Zapata and the liberalism
of}MexiQo inspired Latin American intellectuals with the hope of
wideécale reforms throughout the rest of Latin America.

That Peru could not escape the consequences of its in-
volvement in the fate of the rest of the western world was drama-
tically symbolized in February, 1921, by the visit to the port
of Callao of the fleet of another power that was increasingly
beginning to dominate the economic life of the country - the
United States. With bouyant naivetd, Lima wined and dined the
four visiting American admirals with their 14,000 marines as
though they wefe conquéring heroes. And in a sehse, they were.
The United States was rapidly replacing Britain és the number one
| investor in Peru.- International Petroleum of New Jerseyiincpeased
its total production in Peru five-fold between 1919 and 1929. -By
1926 the company controlled 70% of the country's oil production
and exported about 90% of the nation's petroleum. By 1929 the
United States monopolized all of the major sources of natural
ﬁealth in Peru, such as copper, oil, petroleum, and cotton.13

The ever-growing preéence of North American capital in

137ames C. Carey, Peru_and the United States, 1900-1962
(Wotre Dame, Indiana: Univ. of Notre Dame Press, 1964), pp. 57-60.
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pefu wés matched by'the'precocious growth of an incipient native
indﬁstry}in Peru. 1In 1915 sbme 9,651 Peruvians were engaged ih
the mining industry; this number had nearly tripled/ﬁy 1927, with
28,431 Peruvians labof?hg in the mines.ll+ In terms of.production,
this same amazing growth rate could be noted.. Sugar production in
1902 was estimated at 187,641 tons; but by 1928 it had sped up-
wards to 361,736 tons per year.ld

Equally as significant as this numerical growth was the
rise of a Peruvian labor movement and the emergence of a social

conscliousness among Peruvian workers. As far back as 1887 the

Jpakers of Lima organized themselves into the first syndicate in
Eeru, "Estrellas del Peru". The first textile uhions were formed

in 1911. But until 1919 there was no general syndicate in Peru

[pinding together any significant number of Peruvian workers. The

first strike in Lima was organized by anarchists in 190%. The

strike in Vitarte, a small town inland from Lima, was promptlzl
suppressed by PresidentvLeguia in 1911. Other strikes, among fhe'
tailors of Lima in 1911 and the cargo-bearers in 1912, were simi-
larly suppressed by the police. The first fight for an eight hour
day was vaged and won by Phe dock workers of Callao in 1913. On

January 10th, 1913, the reformist minded President, Guillermo

Wartinez de la Torre, Vol. I., p. 193.
151pid., p. 191.

stevedores of Callao went on strike in 1906. The textile workerts |
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;Biblinghufst, promﬁlgated the first eight—hour day lébor law in
Peruvian history. But new and bloody strikes in Lima in 191% pro-
voked ﬁublic censure of Billinghurst, who was ousted that same
year.v Labor instabii&ﬁy increased as major strikes occurred in
the Standard 0il fields in Talara in northern Peru in 1915, in
Huacho in 1916, in Talara again in 1917, and in Vitarte in 1918.16

These strikes were characterized by their violence, dis-

_order and spontaneity. Behind most of them were impetuous an-
archists who had little patience for refined methods of collective
'bargaining or picketing. Most of the strikes were called ad hoc
to demand én immediate and tangible reform and then disbanded just
as abruptly after the success or failure of the strike. There
were fewvorganized worker's groups in Perﬁ, and those that existed
lacked cohesion or permanency. The first textile syndicate was
formed in 1911, but each new textile factory that went up.in Lima
tended to generate its own separate syndicate.

| The year 1919 was significant in the history of Peruvian
sypdlcallsm, for the flrst concerted effort to pull the dlspersed
worker s associatlons 1nto a general federation was made and en-
Joyed limited success. That same year the fight for an elght—hour
day for all Peruvian workers was successfully waged. Except for

the dock workers in Callao, who had achieved the eight-hour day in

16Roberto MacLean y Estenos, Sociologia del Pery (Mex1co'
Instituto de Investigaciones Sociales, U.N.A.M., 1959),

pDp. 10) 137.
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11913, the normal wérkihg load for most of Peru'é workers was four-
@een hoﬁrs daily. The strike began in late 1918 and ended in '
early 1919. TUsually the achievement of the eight—h6ur'day in any
country is recorded 2% a major victory for labor, but in Peru
there was an added factor that gave a unique twist to the develop-
ment of Peruvian history from that time. The eight-hour day was
aiso a Victory for Peru's university students who collaborated
with the workers in their fight.

The strike broke out in the textile plant, E1 Inca, run
under the auspices of the William R. Grace Company, on December
23rd, 1918, in Lima. On the 26th another textile plant, 1la
Victoria, joined the strike. Within a;few days three other plantg
inlLima, Progreso, San Jacinto and Unidén joined the movement, On|]
the 30th, the Federation of Bakers declared a sympathy strike, and
by January lst, some 3,000 workers in Lima were on strike. The
strikers in the textil town of Vitarte called together twenty

delegates from the different plants on strike in Lima. At this

meeting a strike committee, E1 Comité Obrefo, was formed to d;recf
the strike. Also, an agreement was reached to the effect that no
partj was to readh a separate agreement with the government. Thisg
solidarity of interest, however, was soon to encounter equally
solid resistence from the government. A general meeting of the

newlyvformed strike committee, El Comité Obrero, on January lst,

1919, was dispersed by an assault of government troops. This

momentary repression served to stimulate the workers to send the/
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rollowing historic appeal for help to the Federation of Peruvian

students, dated the first of January, 1919:
Senor Presidente de la Federacidn de Estudiéntes:
: La 1mportanc1a trascendencia que las modernas
doctrinas soc1allstas tienen no sdlo para los obreros
sino que, también para las esferas sociales (del pals),
el interés y entusiasmo que los estudiantes han
manifestado siempre para ocyparse de los 1ntereses de
las clases populares del pais, y la justicia e
impostergable urgencia de satisfacer nuestras justas
demandas, nos permiten abrigar la esperanze que la
Federacion de Estudiantes no ha desestimar nuestra
1nv1t301on.

Con la major consideracidn me suscribo de usted
seguro servidor,

Presidente del Comité:
Manuel Casabona17
That the workers felt that they could appeal to the uni-
ver51ty students was a tribute to the momentous changes that had
taken place in the mentality and attitudes of the Peruvian uni-
versity students ﬁnder the impact of the reform movement begun at
Cordoba in the Spring of 1918. A few yeérs earlier studéﬁt col-
laboration in a worker's strike would have been unheard of or4‘
shocking. But the new ideas coming from Russia and Mexico were
creating a climate of messianic expectation and revolutionary
fervor among the educated youth of Latin America and Peru. Re-

bellion was in the air and social upheavals abroad came as apo-

calyptic signs that confirmed the belief of the young rebels that

17Martinez, Vol. I, pp. L22-423,




21

the whole wdrld was destined to undergo a profound transformation.

In the words of Luis Alberto Sanchez'

.

/
Por tal fecha, las juventudes obrera y unlver51tarla
se hallaban gumamente agitadas. Las nuevas conquistas
- sociales traidas por laguerraj; la revolucion rusaj las
huelgas del norte de Italiaj la sublevac1on del ejército

y el proletarido aleman; mas la repercusion que todo

ello encontraba en Argentina, Uruguay y Chilej 1la

campana politica Chilena, que significaba una autentlca

renovgcion social; todo resonaba en el Peru y con-

tribuia a robﬁguecer un hondo sentlmlento de rebellon

y de reforma.

The newly created Federation of Peruvian Studentsl? acted
swiftly in response to the worker's appeal. The President of the
Federation appointed a committee of three to serve as student dele
cates to the stfike:committeeg Bruno Bueno, Valentin Quesada and
Vietor RalGl Haya de la Torre. Of the three, Haya de la Torre be-
came the dominant figure in the committee and the one who did the
most to seal the unity between the workers and the students in thel
strike,

Born in Trujillo in‘the Department of La Libertad along
the northern coast of Peru on February 22nd, 1895, of a middle
class family, young Haya attended the seminary of San Carlos. An
activist and an organizer, he established the first sports club of

18Luls Alberto Sanchez, Haya de la Torre v e Apra (Santis]
ago de Chile: editorial del Pacifico, 19 ), p. 5}.

197he Federation of Peruvian Students (F.E.P.) was organ-
ized in 1916 and composed of delegates of the four universities of
Peru. Haya de la Torre served as student president from October,

1920 until he resigned in mid 1921 to prepare for the Popular
Universities.

i
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Trﬁjiilq, Jorge Chavez,'and served as Secretary General of the

University Center of the University of La Libertadtwhe:e hé took
up fhe study of iaw. ?Atkthe university he formed ééquaintances
with the poets AbrahémiValdelomaf and Césaf Vallejo and other
thinkers who were later to help form the Aprista movement: Alcides
Spelucin,~Antenor Orrego and Carlos Manuel Cox.20
Haya studied for a short period at the Universiﬁy of Cuz-

co at the invitation of a friend of the family. There in the old
Inca capital he developed a fascination for Peru's Indian heritagel
as wel} as a heightened sense of indignation at the social injus-
tices to which the Indians were subjected. Haya went to Lima ihA
1917 with the same high ambitions that characterized ﬁany young
provincianos as they approached the big capital. But the ne-
cessity of working for a living and a painful experience with
hunger indelibly impressed upon him the needs of large numbers of
his fellow Peruvians. 2l | |

| His reading included Renan, Sarmientb, Marx and Gonzalez
Prada. Hé ardently admired the pungent social criticisms of
Gonzalez Prada, and he frequently sought out the elder critic to

converse with him. Years later Haya woula honor the memory of

Gonzalez Préda by naming his Popular Universities after him. Hayg

2OFeli e Cossio del Pomar., El Indoamericano (Lima: Edi-
torial Nuevo Dla, 1946), pp. 33—35.

2lyohn A. MacKay, The Other Spanish Christ (London:
Student Christian Movement Press, 1932), p. 194.
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‘|shared -Gonz&lez Prada's deep convictions on the need for social

| reform and vindication of wofkers' and Indians! rights. TFor a
time, he shared his contempt for religion. But hissearlier dis-
dain for religion was“modifiéd by the benevolent influence of a
neWTy foand friend, John NacKay, a Scotlsh mlnlster and Director
of the Anglo-Peruano Instltute in Lima, where Haya taught part
time to earn his way through San Marcos .22
Haya found éan Marcos little different from the provincial
V‘ Uhiversity of La Libertad with its colonial mentality and dusty
academic atmosphere, far removed from the éooial reality of the
country. As far as Latin American universities went, San Marcos
was, in his opinion, "The oldest and most decrepit of Americaﬁ.23
Upon learning of the events in Cordoba in June, 1918, he immedia-
tely sent letters of congfatulations to the instigators.ZL‘r
Haya worked indefatigably as the worker's delegate to the
government during the duration of the strike. On January 13th,
the strikers organized a general strike industry and transporta-
tion throughout the city. On January 15th, President Pardo‘;fo—
mulgated a decree granting the eight hour day to all Peruvian.

workers. The Minister of DeVelopment invited the student and

workers! representatives to his office to inform them of the

221pid., p. 194.

23Cossio, p. 71.

2h1nis Alberto Sénehez, Haya de la Torre y El Apra, p. 5h.
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succesé_of their strike and to expresé his congratulations to the
vstudents. - v _ |

Out of this newly formed alliance with the 6;rkérs, Haya
formed many lasting friendships. One of them waS'with Arturo Mon-
toya Sabfoéo, a ydung anarchist and co-editor of a worker's publi-|

cation, El_Obrero Textil. Years later Sabroso was to be a founder|

and first president of the powerful Confederation of Peruvian
Workers (l944-l963).l‘The immediate result of the striké was the
establishment, at the urging and suggestion of Haya, of the Textill
| Federation, which was to include all textile workers in Lima,
numbering then about 1,200.

| The Peruviah syndicalist movement was now seriously under
way; But another dramatic strike was to occur that year, this
time inspired by the students and supported by the workers. This
second stfike would permanently seal the alliance between them.

President Pardo had conceded the eight hour day as a pél—

iative to stop the general strike, but he underwent no profound
change of heart toward the lgbor movement. On the cohtrary, he |
eyed it with suspicion and hostility. On April 13th, 1919, govern}

ment police surrounded the Ricardo Palma XYibrary in downtown Lima |

where a meeting of the Comité Obrero pro-abaratamiento de las

Subsistencias, an outgrowth of the Comité Obrero, was in session.

While the young student liaison, Haya de la Torre, discussed

matfers with the Colonel in charge, the workers escaped from the

\
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1ibrary.25' A protgst action was set in motion by the workers and
plans for a general city-wide strike were set for the first of
May . ) a

‘By this time, waever, the students had initiated their
own university reform movement in imitation of the one in Cordoba.
Disatisfaction with the cautious moves of thé Student Federation
led to the creation of a Comité de Reforma Universitaria to force
more energetic action in favor of university reform. The commit-
tee, headed by Jorge Guillermo Leguiag énd composed of Haya de 1la
Torre, Luis Alberto Sénchez; Jorge Basadre; Manuel Seoane, and
other prominent student leaders, demanded the removal of eighteen
professors, the suppression of certain courses in ecclesiatical
discipline, complete renovation of the university government, stu-
dent partlclpatlon in policy decisions, and academlc freedom for
professors.26

The tense situation among students and workers was heigh-
tened in May by the visit to Lima of the famour Argentine soq}a—
list, Alfredo Palacios. Palacios thrilled the students with his
talk of the radical university reforms taking piace in Argentina,
and\hé received a standing ovation from the assembled students of

San Marcos. on the occasion of his departure when he declared --

much to the discomfiture of the faculty members present -- that th¢

25Tuis Alberto'sénchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra,'p.56

26V1ctor Raul Haya de la Torre,éA Dénde Va_Indoamérica?
(Santlago de Chile: EdlClones Ercilla, 1935), p. 192. 7
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aniversity reform ought to be carried out, "Con los decanos o sin |

l1os decanos."27 Haya seized the opportunity of Palacios's stay
to 1nterv1ew him, and years later he established contact with the
leading unlver51ty reform leaders in Argentlna through Palacios.

Palacios left Lima on May 26th, and on the 27th a general’
strike gripped the city. Police and students clashed on the
streets and workers intervened on the side of the students. Presi
dent Pardo called a state of seige and cloéed down E;_ligmpg to
quiet its criticism of his policies. The political situation
worsened and on July Lth, former President Augusto B. Leguia,.
accompénied by General Andres Céceres, ousted Pardo and begén a
reign of ele?en years as Peru's president. Leguia seized the
opportunity’to strengthen his position by acceding to the demands
of both the students and the workers. In September he issued a '
decree which effected the first major university reform in Peru
since 1855.28 |

In October Haya was elected President of the Federation‘
of Students ana one of his first acts was to call for a general
congress of ?eruvian ﬁniversity students to implement the univer-
sity reform aims in Peru. President Leguié Strengthened his

liberal image by offering to subsidize the congress. The site'

choéen was Cﬁzco and the date was set for March of the coming year}

27

Luls Alberto Sanchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra, p. 58

2851110 C. Tello, Reforma Universitaria (Lima: Sanmarti y
cia, 1928), pp. 137-38. “
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The year 1919 had seen the outbreak of agitation for re-

form on two distinct fronts: the factory and the university. But
the aims of both were achieved through mutual colléboratlon, a
fact which was to deeply influence the ideology hammerea out at
the student congress of 1920 as well as the whole subsequent his~
tory of Peruvian syndicalism and politics. The year had been
tense ahd exciting, and spectacular results had been achieved.A
Reform was succeeding everywhere and unlimited progréss-seemed

to be the promise of the future. High optimism was the keynote
of the day as the students busily prepared for the congréss which

was to take place the following Spring.




CHAPTER IT

THE UNIVERSITY REFORM o

W AND
THE_POPULAR_UNIVERSITY

The first»National Congress of Peruvian students convened
on March 1lth, 1920 in the ancient Inca capital of Cuzco. The
preparatory committee and the direction of the congress'was in
the hands of Haya de la Torre as President of the Student Federa-
tion. Deiegates from‘the four Peruvian universities, San Marcos
in Limé, San Agustin in Arequipa, la Libertad in Trujillo and the
University of Cuzco itself came flocking to the congress. The
congress was subdivided into 17 sessions, the last oné closing on
the evening of March 20th.l v

The Congress devéloped through two phases. The first one
| wvas dominated by enthusiasts who championed the romantic but ab-
stract causes of patriotism and nationalism. In the second phase,
the more serious and precise'thinkers, under the leadership of.

Haya7de la Torre, took command of the congress and fought for the

P

lGabriel del Mazo, La Reforma Universitaria 6 vols.
(Buenos Aires: Edicion del Centro Estudiantes de lIngenieria, 1941)
Vol. II, p. 36. This is the most comprehensive study of the
reform movement in Latin America written by one of its principal
leaders in Argentina. Vol. II contains all the preceedings of the
Congress of Cuzco including a chronicle by Enrique Koster on the
Popular University, pp. 15-46 and following pages. ‘
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creation of what was to prove to be the most concrete and ori-
lginal implementation of the student reform movement to date, the
Popular University.2 4

The idea of a‘Bbpular university was intrinsically bound
up with the whole ideology of the reform movement of Cordoba. In -
fact, it may be considered the logical and inevitable outcome of
the general direction of that movement. The founder of the
Popular University in Peru, Haya de la Torre, was very conscious.
of the formative role of the university reform movement in
creating the popular universities:

' De_aquella verdadera revolucidn estudiantil,

velozmente propagada a todo el amhito continental,

surgio la doctrina de que es mision de las uni-

versidades reformadas arrastrar el peligro social

del analfabetismo de nuestras masas y consagrar

los derechos del pueblo a la cultura como el pri-

per paso hacia, la verdadera Jjusticia democratica.

La reforma creo las universidades-populares e

inauguro una epoca de .creciente acercamiento es-

tudiantil hacia las clases obreras y %e generalizado
interes por sus problemas economicos.

Prior to 1918 there had been many reforms in the history
of the Peruvian university. From the time of the colony on through

the nineteenth century there were innumerable decrees emanating

2Luis Alberto Sinchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra, p. 76.

3victor Raul Haya de la Torre, Ideologia Aprista (Lima:.
Ediciones Pueblo, 1961), pp. 9%-95. Haya's own reflections on
the university rcform movement can be found in his works, Constru-
vendo el Aprismo (Buenos Aires: Coleccion "Ciencias Polificas",
pp. 155-1663 Ideologia Aorista, "E1 Antimperialismo Aprista',
pp. 72-108; and in his article, "Latin America's Student Revo-
lution", in Living Age, Vol. 331 (October 15, 1938), 103-106.
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Vfrom the President's paiace affecting the life of the university.
But these ﬁere almdst always mere shifts in édministrative policy
or minor écédemie cha_nges.LP The feeling had grown'gérﬁng among
university students ﬁgét far more radical changes were}called for
to modernize the Latin American university. -This, then, was the
first and foremost aim of the youth who febelled at Cordoba and
in Peru: update the university and break the ties that still
bound it to colonial traditions. Haya de la Torre saw fhe refornm |
as én emancipation from the colonial mentality:

La Reforma universitaria que en su esencia fue

. el primer grito de emancipaciocn de nuestro '"colo-

‘niaje mental" - heraldo de una nueva conciencia

de Indoamerica - califico expresivamente a las

viejas universidades.y sus metodo pedagogico

estancos, como los virreinatos del espiritu.

. Undérlying causes behind the movement are not hafd to
locate. The impact of foreign expansion -British and American-
arouhﬁ'thé turn of the century had the startling effect of waking
up the youth of Latin America to the realization that the old
world scholasticism currently taught in their universities 1eft
them ill-prepared to:déal on an equal basis with the agents of
superior technological cultures. Victor Andrés Belaunde decr;ed

this defect in the university education afforded the men of his

generation:

4Te110, p. 140.

5Haya'de la Torre, ideologia Aprista, pp. 93-94.
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La Universidad no estudia, no nos ensena la
situacién en que se encuentra el capital nacional
respecto del capital extranjero, no, nos indica
hasta que puntg somos sgﬁores, economicameepe del
suelo en quelg;samos...

- But the advanéé of foreign capital did have a stimulating,
though indirect, effect on the Latin American university. ﬁntil'
the turn of the century, the prevailing mentality in university
circles was that of members of the Peruvian upper class, who
alone could afford to send their sons to the university; This
upper class derived its wealth primarily from mining, agriculture
(cotton and sugar cane), and the guano industry. Politically it
was conservative and economically it thrived on a laissez-faire

' liberalism. But as has been indicated earlier, foreigh economic
expansion and the industrialization it brought was beginning to
undermine the social and economic world of the nineteenth centu?y‘
Peruvian capitalist. ‘

Before the British built textile plants in Peru, the cot-
ton grower on the coast sent his produce directly to England.

Now he sent his cotton bales to be processed in Lima or Vitarte.
The immediate result of this shift in the economic system was to
stimulate a greater flow of capital in thé national economy and
to give rise to a class of middle-man entrepreneurs -- exporters,

bankers, shopkeepers, clerical workers, etc. At the same time, ar

ev?r increasing number of Indians and mestizos left the haciendas

6Cuadros, p. 22.
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ih‘thé'mountain vaileyé to become salaried workers in the new
factorles on the coast.? An increase in the circulation of
capital at home and an increase in the number of sa&arled workers
in centrallzed areas 1nsured the continuous growth and prosperity
of the middle man capitalist.

‘ But there were unexpected consequences, too, of these eco-
nomic shifts fof the traditional upper class which loomed as ill
omens on the horizoﬁ. For the first time the Peruvian upper class
was faéed with the threat of an organized labor front and the
emergence of a middle class desirous of a3 greater participation in
the control of national industry and finance. A clash of class
interests was the inevitable outcome. The sons of this new middle
cléss began arriving at the doors of San Marcos and the other
universities of Peru at the‘turn of the century.

‘The universities became the natural center where the clash
of the two mentaiities took place. For one reason there were few
institutions in Latin American or Peruv1an society at that tlme
in which the new middle class could find a platform to express its
demands. The government and the army represented the interests of
‘the upper class, and the Church was too conservative to serve as
an effective instrument of social change. The new labor unions
were as yet too disorganized and unstable to_be of use, and they

continued to be objects of government and police survelillance.

?Martinez, Vol. I, p. 193.
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It thérgfore fell ﬁo the university to become the platform for
' the new middle class."As Haya de la Torre has observed, the
univéréity is that intellectual cénter where soCiet&raé a cor-
‘porate whole expressgg"itself: A través de ella piensa la colec-
tividad."8 |

‘ The standard bearers of the student reform in Argentina
and Peru were, almost without exception, products of the new
middle class{ Inevitably they would rebel against the demands of
a university geared to educate only gentlemen of the upper social
elite. Furthermore, they challenged the dominance of the capital
city elite in the University of San Marcos, for many of tﬁem were
provincianos from the interior Andean regions or the ouflying
coaétal cities. It is symbolic that the leader of the student
reform movement in Peru was both a member 6f the middle class and
a provipciano. LOYOI A FINN/EDCITY LIBRARY '

| Another characteristic of this new class was its:growihg ,

concern for the welfare and the rights of the Indians and the new
urban workers. Many of the young provincianos arriving at the |
university were themselves mestizos who felt the sting of the
.sociél stigma attached to their inferior status. Many of them had]

] to work part time to put themselves through the ﬁniversity.9 Haya}

8Haya de la Torre, Ideologia Aprista, p. 160.

; 9Although there are no exact statistics on the number of
students ‘working part time during this period, it is interesting |
to note that in 1957, 29% of San Marcos students worked part time.
Luis Alberto Sanchez, La_Universidad no es una Isla, pp. 152-153/




e o et ) e - L N

_ | 3
himself arrived at San Marcos}with one suit to his name, and sup-
'ported himself by teachihg part time at the Anglo-Peruano Insti-
tute‘in Lima.lo This factor, along withvthe tréditisnai rivalry
that existed between ;ﬁé capital city and the smaller provincial
cities, sharpened the middle-class universitY‘student's disdain
for the‘social privileges enshrined in the univefsity, whetting
his appetite for more reform both within the university and in
society in general. '

| The prime objective of the students at Cordoba and San-
Marcos was not the mere breakdown of social privileges within the

university, however, but rather a wholescale modernization of it.

13%4

Demands such as the removal of required courses of Theology and th

(923

right to vote for the acceptance or rejection of certain professor
were not irresponsible demands to lower academic standards. They
represented rather demands for greater academic excellence and
responsibility in the university. This was foremost in the minds
of the students at Cérdoba when they issued their proclamatign to
"Los hombres libres de Sud América:"

Las universidades han sido hasta aqui el refugio

secular de los mediocres, la rentg de los igno-

rantes, la hospitalizacion segura de los invalidos

y - lo que es peor aun - el lugar donde todas las

formas de tiranizar y de_insensibilizar hallaron la

catedra que las dictara.~

The First National Congress of Argentine university stu-

10cossfio del Pomar, p. 57.
yazo, Vol. IV, p. 10.
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gents held at Cérdoba in July, 1918, proclaimed the essential
points of the university reform.12 The first called for student

/ﬁas to insure

vco¥participation in QPiversity policy-making. This
the democratization oguthe uhiversity and to guarantee that the
reform movement would be an on-going process and not halt with
one or two immediaté reforms. Another point stressed was volun-
tary attendance at lectures.' This measure waé seen as a type of
popular check on professors who failed to do a professidnal Jjob
in the classroom. Furthermore, this right would permit students
to hold part time jobs while attending the university.

Another major issue raised was academic freedom for the
professor, which meant freedom torprescind from a required syl-
labus or to question a traditional belief or ideology. The right
of the students to accept or reject a proposed candidate for a
professorship was one of the principal demands iﬁherent in the
right of student co;government. Morever, the students demanded
the establishments of university extensions in other parts qg,the
country to enable those who by reason of economic circumstance or
distance could not attend a centrally located university.

Most important of all, the students demanded the inte-
gration of the university into the national life of the couhtry.v
By this was meant the necessity to cease dealing with historical

. 126abriél del Mazo, El Movimiento de la Reformg Univer-

sitaria en América_Latina (Lima: Talleres de Industrial
Grafica, 1967), p. 13ff. |
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» br'philo,sophical problems that had little relevancy to the real
needs and problems of the country. Behind this demand to re-
orientate the univers}ty toward service to the natién was a re-
jection of European é;é’North American influences on education in
Latin America and a corresponding exaltation of Latin American
autonomy and,ﬁradiﬁions.

Integration of the university into the life of the nation
implied the fostering of a new patriotism inspired by a new pride'
in the nation's history, but most'importént, by pride in the
nation's people, including and most especially the lower class
mestizos and Indians. The university, if it were to serve the
needs of the nation, must become above all else a vehicle of
social reform and social transformation. If the university was
the patrimony of the upper classes before, novw it was to become
| a center of education open to all classes. This.new accent on
the democratization and socialization of the university accounﬁs
for, among other reésons, the confidence with which the workers
turned to the Peruvian university students in 1919 for aid iﬁ_
their strike.

Another outsténding characteristié'of the movement at
Coérdoba was its strong internationalist tone. Thé slogan of thé
students boldly proclaimed the grandiose vision which motivated
them: "Por la unidad de los pueblos de América; contra el lmper-

ialismo yanqui, para la reglizacion de la justicia social."l3

13Mazo, La Reforma_Universitaria, Vol. IV, p. 13.
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 This aﬁtagonism’toward foreign imperialism in Latin Ameri-
lca was but the 1ogicai implication of a movement designed to fight
for the democratizatigp and transformation of the uﬁivefsity into
a servant of the natiog; "The discovery that much of the economic-
and to an extent- political future of the country lay in the hands
of-fbreigh'inYeStoré who exploited the resources and manpower of
the nation came as a crude shock and affront to these young ideal-|
ists. They felt that the 0ld university was to blame foi not hav-
ing prepared their countries to face this situation. Moréver,
those who most felt the impact of foreign economic expansion in
|Latin America and who had the most to 1oseﬁwefe the members of the
new middle class. The middle class students who rebelled against
‘Ithe antiquated structure of the university also used the univer-
‘sity as a platform to decry the inroads of United States and
British capital in Latin‘America. | |

The anti-imperialist note was sounded again in October,
1920, when the Argentine University Federation published’thegfirst
denunciation of world imperialism by a group of any significance
in Latin America.lM The fight to liberate the university from
Mediaeval molds of thought precipitated tﬁé fight to liberate the |.
nation from external powers that threatened to subjugate it at the
Very moment of its intellectﬁal emancipatién. But it was useless .

to modernize the universities and raise a banner decrying the dan-

l&Mazo, La_Reforma Universitaria, Vol. II, p. 21.
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gérs of international imperialism while the great mass of workers

|and Indians remained illiterate and indifferent to these hard

realities. The first order of business, then, in the minds of the

‘young reformers, aftef the internal reform of the university - was

to diffuse the benefits of culture and education to the popular
masses. Withoutkeducated workers and peasants all talk of social
reform at home or resistance to imperialism from abroad was bound
to remain sterile and abstract. The small middle class could not
wage their battle by themselves; it needed the support of the
masses. Therefore, it must seek out an alliance with them and
preparé them for the coming struggle. Synthesizing this aspect of
the reform movement, Haya de la Torre declared:

La clase media oprimida por el imperialismo, siente

su comunidad con los oprimidos de la clase proletaria.

Se inclina hacia ella.... En el Peru la Reforma se

completa con una alianza de estudiantes revolucionarios

con el naciente proletariado y con las reivindicaciones

de los siervos indigenas. :

Diffusion of culture to the masses was consequentiy one of
the principal aims of the university reform movement.‘ AnAeafiy
prototype of the Popular University, the university extension, had
been proposed at the student congress of Montevideo ih 1908, but
in practice it had not worked. The plan consisted of sending'out

a few professors and students to dictate lectures on diverse and

sundry subjects to workers, but the project was poorly organized

-

15Haya de la Torre, Construyendo el Abra, p. 162.
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and consequenuly 1neffect1ve.l6

. The idea of a popular unlver51ty had occurred earller to
Haya de la Torre himself, too. In Trujillo at the %ge of elghteen
he gathered together ﬁn his home a small group of students ahd
workers to form a cultural center.17 This project did not last
long, but the germ of a far more ambitious idea had been planted.
In 1917 he presented the idea of a popular university to the
Federation of Peruvian Students, but it was rejected. Again, in
1918; he debated with members of the Federation the merité of
bringing the culture to the poor, but his idea met with scepticism
and disapproval;IB- |

But now, with the prestige of}his office as President of

the.Federation/behind‘him, and bouyed up by the success of the
alliance between the students and workers a few months earlier,
Haya pressed for action on the creation of a popular university at
the congress in Cuzco. This time his plan met with the over-
whelming support of the students. The actual proposal for the
creation of a popular university was made half way through the.
congress by Abraham Gémez, a student of San Marcos. Hayé and
Luis F. Bustamante, the student-president of the draft committee,

16

8 Luis Alberto Sénchez, La Ugiveraidgd no es una Isla, .
p. 130, _

7¢ossio del Pomar, p. 26.
18Haya de la Torre, "La U. P. Se Gesto en Trujillo,"

Boletin de las Unlver31dades Populares_Gonzalez Prada, Year One,
number 1 (Lima: Secretaria Nacional de Propaganda de 1as U.P.G.P{

April, 1946), p. 15.



40

arguedvin favor of the idea before the assembled delegates.l9 _

yith the approval of the students, Bustamante and Manuel Rospig-

liosi drew up the fourteen resolutions which createf the popular

university and presented them to the congress on March 17th.

fourteen points which comprlsed Tneme VII,

|1ar,

1.

19

were as follows

El Primer Congreso Nacional de Estudiantes, acuerda'
la creacion inmediata de la Universidad Popular bajo
la direccion de la Pederac1on de los Estudiantes del
Peru, para lo que solicitara el apoyo de los Poderes
Piblicos, de las instituciones y de los particulares

The

"La Universidad Popu-

que se interesen por sus nobles flnalldades.

El Primer Congreso Nacional de Estudlantes declara:
que todo estudiante peruano tiene el deber ineludible
de prestarle su mas decidido apoyo.

Todo centro federado organlzara una activa compana de
propaganda entre estudiantes y obreros en favor de la
Universidad Popular.

La Universidad Popular tendrd intervencién oficial en
todos los conflictos obreros, inspirando su accidén en
los postulados de justicia social.

La ensenanza en la Universidad Popular comprendera dos
ciclos: uno de cultura general de orientacion naciongl-
ista y eminentemente educativa, y otro de espec1allza—
cion tecnlca, dirigida hacia las necesidades de cada
region.

al.

b).

La ensehanza en el prlmer ciclo estars encomendada
a la comision que con tal fin designe la Federacibdn
de los Estudiantes del Peru.

La ensenanza el el segundo ciclo correrra a cargo
de las comisiones respectivas de los centros feder-
ados. :

Mazo, La_Reforma Universitaria, Vol. II, p. k5.
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Ia ensefianza serd metddica, ordenada, sencilla y emin-
? )

entemente objetiva (cinematografo, vista fijas, cuadros

“morales, etc., etc.,), haciéndose ella por lecciones

10.

“11.

12,

13.

y conversaciones y sirvian@o la conferencia/sélo como
sintesis y complemento de estas. v

La ensefanza deberd estar extenta de todo espiritu dog-
mitico y partidarista.

Se implantardn cursos de vacaciones de extensidn cultural
organizados por el comité federal y los centros represen-
tatives de las Universidades Menores, en las distintas
provincias de la Republica, que seran encomendadas a los
estudiantes gue permanezcan en ellas durante aquel tiempo,
recomendéndolos que procuren asimismo el fomento de
sociedades e instituciones obreras de mejoramiento social.

La Universidad Popular deberi preocuparsg a la vez del
perfeccionamiento intelectual, moral y fisico del Obrero,

de sus necesidades materiales, fomentando al afecto la

creacion de cooperativas, cajas de ahorro, ¥y demas in-
stituciones que tiendan a ese fin.

Para la mejor realizacidén de sus fines la Universidad
Popular organizara:

a). Una biblioteca, con préstamo de libros a domicilio.

b). Un museo nacional de producciones naturales e in-
dustriales.

¢c). Salas de recreo y campos deportivos.

’ . B &
d). Un consultorio tecnico compuesto por alumnos de las
distintas facultades que resolvera por escrito o
verbalmente las cuestiones que se le propongan.

La Universidad Popular procurara el acceso de sus aso-
ciados a los gabinetes y laboratorios de los centros de
instruccion superior y demas instituciones de caracte

cultural. :

La Federacidn de los Estudiantes del Perui, inscribira
anualmente en un cuadro de honor, los nombres de las
personas ajenas a la Federacibn que presten su concurso
a la obra de la Universidad Popular.
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'lH;VLa Féderacién’de los Estgdiantés,_encoméndaré a una
i somn Saces 1as antenioros 2b ) ie FoRRians

As the first point indiéated, the Popular Uﬁaversity was
to be under the supervision of the Sﬁudent Federation;_and not at-
tached directly to San Marcos as in the case of the old universi-
ty extension. Points two, three and four were all additions made
personally by Haya dé la Torre. No doubt he felt that the call
to lend support to his project in the second and third pbints was
necessary in view of the initial apathy and resistance he had en-
countered when he first proposed his idea years earlier. The
fourth point has quite obvious reference to the student's inter-
vention in the worker's strike in January, 1919, as well as the
worker's intervention in the student's strike later that same year,
This self-proclaimed right of the Popular University to intervene
in the fight fdr social justice contained the seed of its own des-
truction three years later.

The fifthvresolution ﬁlaced emphasis on fostering inﬁereét
in national culture as well as specialized training to deal with
|the problems of each region. Here, no doubt, was a specific reac-
tion against the'abstract courses taught af,San Marcos and the
traditional neglect of regional»needs'and problems. However,rin
another section of the decrees éf the congress on higher éduca—

tiog,'the warnihggis made that the Popular University should avoid
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Jteaching the people what is merely empirical, but rather it should

|point out to them the adVantages afforded by a professional career:
La labor de la Universidad Popular debe tender a mostrar

al pueblo los-peligros y danos que ocasionan los, emplrlcos,
explicando las ventajas del profesionalismo.

Seccidn Cuarta, Titulo II, Nim. 9.21
The seventh point enshrines the methodology to be em-
ployed in the Popular UniversityQ it,was to be popular pedagogy
ladjusted to the popular level. Placards, didactic refréins, and
movies were all to be used to interest the worker in self-improve-
ment and personal advancement. | |
The tenth point is the only one outside of the fourth
point which suggests that the scope of the Popular University was
to go beyond mere formal lectures in the classroomn. Ihe Popular
Univeréity was to encourage the formation of co-ops, community
savings plans, etc. Furthermore; it was to fostér instruction'in
persqnal hygiene and physical fitness. Clearly, the Popular Uni-
versity was far more ambitious and embracing in its brojécte@:
scope'of activities than the university extension. Years later,
on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of
the Popular University, Haya summarized in three points his object]

in creating the Popular University:

2lipia., p. 50

Spa—
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?retendiﬁos réalizar treskobjetivas en esta obra de
las U, P.: 19~ Hacer obra educacional para el pueblo;
- 20- Redimir al Peru de la injusticiaj y 30—~ erigir un
?ggggggggdZéY?.? gonzalez Prada que lo elevara a la.
?
To educate thé people was to redeem Peru from injustice.
This equation summed up the ideology behind the Populér University}
As far as the third point, the Popular University would not be
baptized with the name "Gonzalez Prada" until after the first two
years of its existence. _ |
Though his name was not specifiéally brought up at the
congress, the shadow of Manuel Gonzadlez Prada hung over the pro-
ceedings of the congress as it brought into creation the Popular~
Universities. For he, just as much as the intellectual currents
coming from Cérdoba, had been the moving inspiration behind the
Popular University. In a speech delivered in 1905 to the members
ot the Baker's'union‘in Lima, he made an unprecedented plea for
an alliance between the workers and intellectuals, and it was this
idea of Gonzédlez Prada which served as the ideological fbundgpion
of ﬁhe young student's equation between popular education and the
flght for 3001al 3ust1ce.23 | |

Gonzéleu Prada looked with contempt upon the time- honored

notion of the superiority of the intellectual over the manual

2. ‘ :
Haya de la Torre, Boletin de las Universidades Populares)
Gonz4lez Prada,' pp. 12-13.

23Manuel Gonzalez Prada, Horas de Iucha (Lima: Ediciones
"Futuro," 1964), pp. W47-55.
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1aborer. He compared the interdepehdence of the brain and the

muscles in the human body with the work of the 1nte11ectual and
that of the manual laborer in society. Both functlonea‘together,
| but in dlfferent ways. No one could say that the work of one is
more valuable than the other. The intellectual depends on the
worker to put his ideas iﬁto execution and the worker depends on.
the intellectual to illumine the way to justice in society.: He
warned the intellectuals not to assume that they alone knew the
road to justice and that all must follow the way designated by
them. On the contrary, the intellectual must become a revolution-}

ary who, after he stimulates the masses to action, has the courage

to follow the masses in whatever course they should take. Further
more, the working classes, once awakened from their slumber by the
revolutionary-intellectual, will naturally tend to fight for what

is their proper due in soéiety. Gonzilez Prada had visions of an

aroused humanity throwing off the shackles of private property and
social privilege and marching headlong into a new era of soc1a11mﬂ
free of competitive exp101tatlon of one class by another. And to
those timid souls who would cringe before. what they see as a rising
delugé of barbarians, Gonzdlez Prada apocalyptically cries out in |
the name of the masses: "No somos la inundacion de la barbarie,
somos el diluvio de la justicia."¥

Here, indeed, was a refrain from the populist's credo.

e pert e —

241pid., p. 55
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Like nany iiberals of the nineteenth céntury, Gonzadlez Prada be-
l1ieved in the basic gobdness of the common man and his natural
propensity to choose the better, when given a chancéf He had
faith in the wisdom of the common people, who alone could be
trusted. The rich and pompous financial and ecclesiasiical oli-
garchs who lorded it over and despised the poor and ignorant
Indians and workers used every means at their disposal to hold
them in check. But if the masses were properly instructed in
their rights as free men, then they would arise in anger against
the oligarchies which held them in subjugafion. An era of peaée,
justice and abundance for all would be the outcome of the people's
revolt.25 |
Gonzdlez Prada never defined the exact nature of the com-.
ing era of justice nor did he map out a clear program of how this
universal justice was to be achieved. But he waé convinced that
these concerns were of less importance than the major task of
spreading the good news of human rights to the poor, the igngrant
and the downtrodden. |
; Gonz4lez Prada died in 1918 without ever seeing his ideas
fructify into any large scale or organizedim0vement, although he
had greatly influenced an entire generation of workers and young
thinkers. The thrust of the university reform movement, however,

harmonized perfectly with his.call to the intellectuals to en-

25Tbid., pp. 52-53
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Tighten the lower classes in the way of social justice. The
‘Popular Uhiversity seemed to be just that sort of concrete project
which fulfilled both the aim of the reform movement/%o diffuse the
penefits of culture té,the masses and the challenge of Gonzalez
prada to sow the seed of social justice among them. It was most
appropriate, furthermore, that the leader of the university reform
movement in Peru and the one who sponsored the Popular University,
was himself a former disciple of Gonzalez Prada. '

| Haya de la Torre set about fulfilling Gonzalez Prada's
dream by resigning his po§ition as President of the Student Fede-
ration. His successor, Juan Francisco Valega, promptly commissio-
ned him to put into effect the decrees of the Congress on the Popu;
lar University.26 Haya performed one other major duty as Presi-
dent before he resigned, however, and that was to sign a covenant
affirming the unity of interests of the Peruvianvand Argentine uni-
versity students in'their_common struggle to implement the uni&er-

sity reform. The covenant, Bl Convenio Internacional de Estudian-

tes Peruano-Argentino, was signed by Haya in Lima on June 23, 1920
and by the Argentine student leader, Gabriel del Mazo, in Buenos '
Aires on August 9th.27 The covenant called for an exchange of
| books and studies of interest for each party, collaboration in

diffusing education to the people through popular universities,

261uis Alberto Sinchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra, p. 80.

27¥azo, La Reforma Universitaria, Vol. IV pp. 25-26.
b b ; b
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ﬁhe'sprééd of propaganda‘fostering a sénse of Americanism, and the
nolding of periodic international student congresses.

| This agreement symbolized the solidarity of éhe students

of Latin America in the reform movement. ,Héya was to become a
1ifetime freind of Gabriel del Mazo and other Argentiné student
leaders. It was due in part to this’solidarityvand sense of in-
ternationalism that bound the students together that explains why
so much interest was generated by Haya de la Torre'ls new‘Popular
University in the neit few years. For thevPopular University wvas
the first really concrete attempt to carry out the reform move-
ment's call to diffuse culture and education to the lower claséeé#
As Haya was later to affirm, it was the glory of the Peruvian
youth to have made the first attempt to realistically and effici-
ently set about fulfilling the expectations of the movement which
began in Argentina in 1918:

Libre de todo prejucio provincialista y atenta a la verdad,

debo decir que corresponde a la juventud del Peru el

derecho de la vanguardia en este gran movimiento glorioso

de los hombres nuevos de America Lating. Creo que muchas
3

otras juventudes han sufrido tanto o mas que la peruana
los efectos de las tiranias reaccionarias que oprimen,a
nuestros pueblos con lg complicidad, ayuda ¥y proteccion
del imperialismo yanqui, pero creo. que la juventud del
Peri ha sido la primera que ha convertido su dolor en
rebeldfia concreta, en energico impulgo de accidn eficaz,
en esfuerzo preciso por senalar geallsticamente el momento
histérico de América Latina.... .

: 28Haya de la Torre, From a letter sent to Julio A. Cuello,
Santo Domingo, in 1926, in Jose Ingenieros and Haya de la Torre,
Teortia v Tactica de la Accidn Renovadora_ y Antiimperialista de la |
Tuventud en America Latina (Buenos Aires: 1928), p. 23.
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and polemicist, Jose Carlos Mariétegui, "E1 voto de major tras-
cendencia" of the congress.29 The first sites chosén fér the new
Popular University were the Palacio de la Eiposicion in Lima and
the textile town of Vitarte. Haya went to Vitarte in October,
1920, to meet with thé workers and campaign for their support of
his new cultural project. In December propaganda posters appeared
in Lima announcing the inauguration of the Popular Uhivefsity in
January, 1921. The professors were chosen, the progfams wvere
drawn up, and the public was informed of the coming event through
the newspapers.

The next step was to put into practice the ambitious and
lofty principles announced in the studentt!s manifestos and gpeeche
and it was this crucial pragmatic test that was to determine the

success or failure of the university reform movement.

»

29J0se Carlos Mariftegui, Siete Fnsayos de Interpretacibn
de_la Realidad Peruana (Santiago de Chile: Editorial Universi-
taria, 1955), p. 102. ' :

TR The Popular University was, in the words of the Jjournalist]

Ul




CHAPTER ITT

CENTER OF CULTURAL DIFFUSION )
: 7/
1921 - 1923

‘The propitious inauguration of the Popular University was
a tribute to the thoroughness of the propaganda campaign that pre-
ceded it. All four leading dailies'cafried full news accounts of
the opening of the Popular University, and a round of apblause in
the Senate was accorded the new cultural project.l

The inaugural ceremonies were held in the Palacio de 1a
Expoéicion on the evening of January 22nd, 1921. Haya and his
companion students from San Marcos, who were to be the professors
of the new Popular University, awéited on the great platform
erected for the occasion while the great hall filled with several
hundred Indians and workers from around Lima. After a musical
rendition, Francisco Sanchez Rfios, President of the Association of
Engineering Students, outlined to the workers the series of lec-
tures on mathematics and science‘which he planned to offer iﬁ’hhe‘
Popular University. One by one the other young students from San
Marcos stepped up to explain their program_to'the assembled
workers. ‘

Directors of the different Syndicates of Lima, the textile]

workers, the shoe makers, the bakers, also showered encomiuns on

lMundial5 January 28th, 1922, p. 20. EL Comercio carried aj
news report of the opening ceremonies on Page 1, January 2k, 1921;
and the same article appeared in la_Prensa, January 24, p. H. )

50
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ithe cultural center. Haya de la Torre spoke last. He announced

ﬁhat the Popular University was to be open to all and that all di-
vergencies in politics or doctrine would be respectéa iﬁ the Popu-
lar Univgrsity. During the ceremony the great anti-alcoholic cam-
péign of the Popular University was initiated with the distribu-
tion of propaganda leaflets and posters. After the ceremonies, a
procession composed pf the students and workers was organized in
the streets. Sleepy Lima was awoken that night by an unheard of
exclamation as the students and workers chanted, "Viva la Cui—
tura!"2

An editorial in la_Prensa the next day praised the good
will of the students in their new effort to unite the brain with
the muscle, a phrase borrowed from the works of Gonzaléz Prada,
and to teach the workers their-rights and dutiesvas citizens. The
corollary of this educational process, continued the editorial,
would be the beginning'of great reforms, which in turn would cdn-
tribute to the inevitable march of progress. Furthermore, it?wés
expected that the Popular University would effect a veritable edu-
cational transformation among the working class of Peru: |

La Obra de 1la Unlver31dad Popular y de sus maestros sera

grande y prollflca en prosequir tan nobles flnallaades,

pues formar aptitudes en las masas que se basten a si
mismas es obra humana y de Jjusticia.

2V1ctor Alba, Hlstorlg del Mov1mienbo Obrero _en América

e e

Latina (Mexico: Editorial Limusa Wiley, 196k), p. 395

¢ 313 rensa, "La Universidad Popular," January ZQ,’1921,
p. O. ;
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~ The first profeésors of the Popular Universityrwere nearly
all profeséors or studehts of San Marcos University. They were all
volunteers who agreed to give‘their time and effortélgrétuitously.
Haya de la Torre, who had been designated as Rector, also assumed
the role of_professor of Geography and Social History. Oscar Her-
rera, a sciencé student at San Marcos and who later was to serve
as second réctor of ﬁhe Popular University and decades later as
Rector of Villareal in Lima, gave classes in geography and ast-
ronomy. Eloy Vega y Luque ffom the school of Engineering; taughﬁ
arithmetic. Chavez Herrera, a medical student, taught first aid
and personal hygiene. Francisco Sanchez Rios, besides his courses
in science, gave classes in grammar. Jacobo Hurwitz, a liberal
arts Student, likewise taught grammar. Lufs Bustamante, a medicall
student, gave instructions in hygiene and social medicine. Manuel
Abastos, a law student,‘taught social economics.. Raul Iparra-
guirre, a dental stﬁdent, gave instructions in vocal hygiene. |
Humberto del Aguila, a law student, gave a course in the History
of the Incan Civilization. Ratil Porras Barrenechea, later to win
fame as an historian, conducted courses on American Literature.
Roberto Delgado, mediéal student, taught first aid and hygiene.h

Others among the early professors vere Enrique Koster,

Jorge‘Baéadre, the historian, and.shortly thereafter, Luis Heysen,
Nicolés Terreros, Eudocio RaVines, ahd in 1923, José Carlos Mari-

ategui. Years later, Nicolas Terreros, Jacobo Hurwitz, ILuis

L

'La_Prensa, January 24, 1921, p. k.
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Bustamdnte and Eudocio Ravines would become Communists, while
Mariétegui would form his own Socialist party.5 Luciano Castilio,
who also taught in the Popular University, formed.a/éisfinct Socig
:list'party. 4 |

| The first two locales of the Popular University were the
Palacio de la Fxposicidn in Lima and the cinema building in
Vitarte. The Palacio de la Exposicidn, which today is the Art
Museum of Lima, had é long and interesting history. Built in a
classical renaissance style in 1872 under the auspices of the
Ministry of Development, it served at different times as a hos-
piﬁal, the city Municipality, the Ministry of Agriculture and in
1916 as the headquarters of the Student Federation.6 The Fede-
ration in turn offered the spacious halls of the building to the
Popular University. At the height of its influence as many as a
thousand workers would gather nightly %o hear Haja de la Torre
expoﬁnd on socisl justice or José Carlos Mariétegui lecture on-the

new Russia.

,‘._,

Vitarte in 1920 was a sleepy textile town in the valley of'

Ate on the River Rfmac, approximately 10 miles inland from Lima.
Héya and his companioné_had to commute by train twice weekly to

reach the town for as yet there was no paved road connecting it

5Luls Alberto Sinchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra, Dp. 80-

81.

61nrorme del Patronato de las Artes, Carlos Neuhaus
Ugarteche, (Lima: Office of the Art Museum).
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lwith Lima. The textile plant, Vitarte Cotton Mill Company, was
the central source of livelihood for the 800 inhabitants of the
towh; The plant had been fouﬁded by a Peruviah, Cafios Lopez
Aldaha, who sold it shortly afterwards to an Englishman, William
Thomas Smithies in 1895. Smithies, until he returned to England
in the mid—twenties; by virtue of his post as manager of the plant
was de facto mayor of the town. He sold the cotton produced at
the mill through the William R. Grace Company.7' |

But for a small town, Vitarte had an unusually violent
history of labor conflict. Vitarte's_workers went on strike in
1896, 1911, 1915 and again in 1918. During the fight for the
eight hour day Vitarte played a central role in the direction of
the strike. It was durihg‘those days that Vitarte first became
acquainted with the young student leader, Haya de la Tofre. In
October, 1920, Haya ﬁraveléd out to Vitarte on the weekends to
organize soccef matches among the workers and to engage them in
discussions on social issues.® » A

The lectures in the center in Lima were given every even-
ing from nine o'clock to approximately elevén o'clock. In Vitarté
they were given every Tuésday and Thursday;at eight o'clpck. " The
first class given in the Palacio de la Exposiciéh on January 27th,

7Josefa_Yarlequé‘de Marquina, El Maestro O Democracia en

Mipniatura (Lima: Libreria J. Alvdrez, 1963). This is a short
history of the Popular University in Vitarte.

8cossio del Pomar, pp. 73-7k. . )
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1922, was a lecture by Eloy Vega y Luque on basic mathematics.
The next night Chavez Herrera lectured on first aid in the home.9
On February 2nd, the first class was given in the Pdpular Univer-
51ty in Vitarte. The same alternating cycle preqented in Lima was
subsequently given in Vitarte.

7 At first few workers aftended the lectures offered bi-
weekly in the local cinema house in Vitarte. Within a few weeks,
however, the classes‘at the Popular University became the main
attraction and diversion in the town and environs, and anywhere
from 70 to 400. Indians and Mestizos, men, women and children would
crowd into the small theater.l0 At times, the manager, Mr. Smit-
hies, would attend the lectures. The "students" came in from the
neighboring haciendas, many on horseback, to hear the young white
men from Lima expound on the new advances in medicine and science
as well as the meaning of the new political and social movements
that had become the center of attention in Europe and the United
States. S

In Lima the students were mainly factory workers - mahy of
them women - who came from all sections of the city. ©Some of
these.workers were Indians - Serranos - who still wore the poncho
and the chullo (a multi-colored woolen hat worn by the Peruvian

9uLa Primera Clase de la Unlver31dad Popular," La Pnggg,
Jamuary 26th, 1921, p. 2.

lOYarleque de Marquina, p. 39. Also, private interview
held July 27, 1967,
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Indian'ﬁho inhabits thevhighlands). Now that Peru had an eight-
hour day the workers were free to attend the nightly gessions in
the P lg_io. ' The fashionable Palacio and the green’éérdens that
surrounded it were favorite sites for leisurely afternoon prome-
naces for fhe welleressed of Limaj; at night workers and Indians,
some of them barefodt, wduld trespass timidly over the marble
floors of the Palacio to hear Haya de la Torre and his young com-
panlons lecture. I -

Flnan01ally, the Popular University operated at prac-
tically no cost. It received, according to the stipulations of
the Congress at Cuzco, a monthly budget of 60 soles from the Uni-
versity of San Marcos.11 But the locales had been offered to the
Popﬁlar-University gratuitously, and no textbooks were used. The
students pald no tuition and were under no obligation to attend
the lectures. Class atten@ance depended strlctly on the abillty
of the professor to attract and hold the interest of his students
in his subject.

Propaganda to attract attention to the activities of the'
Popuiar Universities was not lacking. La_Prensa published sum-
maries of the 1ectureé given in the Popular University twice week-
ly for the first year ofvits existence. El Tiempo Carried fre-

quent news items on the courses offered at the Popular University

and El Comercio carried occasional articles on the activities of

11Chang—Rodrfguez, p. 222.
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Nthe Popular University. A typical example of the reporting done

on thé)Popular University is this excerpt in La_Prensa, entitled,

-

1,3 Actuacidn de-hoy,én la Universidad Popular:" 7

Ayer, segun acuerdo, se dirigieron a Vitarte los Profe-
sores de la nueva entidad de cultura para nuestro pueblo,
teniendp lugar, en esa poblacion, una copferencia del ‘
“sehor Victor Ratl Haya de la Torre, ocupandose de varios
tépicos importantes, dictandose, aéemas, las terceras lec-
liones de Biologila especial por el sefior Oscar Herrera, de
Facultad de Ciencias, y Geometria y dibujo incdustrial del
sefior Francisco Sanchez Rios, de la Escuela de Ingenieros.

En la amplia sala de cinema, que estuvo totalmente
ocupada por obreros y obreras, se dio comienzo, uha vez
terminadas las lecciones, a la acostumbrada audicion musi-
cal. : :

El sefior Haya de la Torre, que en el trascurso de su
interesante disertacidn fue muy aplaudido, merecid las
felicitaciones de todos los asistentes.l2

~0f a less restrained and more militant nature was El

Obrero Textil, the organ of the textile syndicate founded by José
Sanddval and Arturo Sabfdso, a young anarchist who had collabo~
rated with Haya in the eight-hour day strike in 1919 and who now
attended classes at the Popular University. Typicsal propaganda
for the Popular University ran as follows: | 2.
Irabajadores:

Intensifiquemos la obra de este centro cultural y es-
timulemos con nuestro asistencia, los esfuerzos de esos

incansables buenos muchachos de San %grcos, que, despre-
. L ~ 1 . ne 1 s
ciando los epitetos del "“tartufismo se han impuesto

lQLg Prensa, March 5, 1921, p. 1.

13From the vord, "Tarfufo," meaning a hypocrite. Some
critics of the young student-professors thought them to be zealous
sophisticates in their desire to educate the workers.
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© 1a simpética &abor de culturizar sin ropajes al pueblo
menesteroso.d :

‘The young professors did not disdain to teagh their clas-
ses with the same seriousness and diligence to their illiterate
and uncﬁltivated students that they would to a well-educated audi-
ence. In his lectures on geography, Haya attempted to synthesize
his own'prqdigious readings in Hegel, Marx, Spencer invhis own
words and to represent them to his students with painstaking sim-
plicity and clarity. But more than mere explanation, the young'
student turned professor strove to inspire his eager listeners
with the strange and all-embracing influence of geography on man
and society. This excerpt from one of his lectures reveals his
own thinking on the subject: | .

El Hombre, es hijo de la tierraj; su vida, individual y
colectiva, se desarrolla en ella dependiendo de sus con-

¢ - v

diciones fisicas la Historia, la Economia, la Filologia,

la Literatura y el Arte, en una palabra, todos los as-

pectos de la vida social, syrgen de la Naturaleza, bro-
tan de la tierra, madre comun.

The other professors followed suit in attempting to re-
create and resynthesize the wealth of readings and studies they
had mastered for the benefit of their students. Luls Bustamante
carefully explained to them the relation BétWeen public sanita-
tion and personal hygiene, while Humberto del Aguila patiently

elaborated the new theory of evolution to his eager audience.

pt—

lhEl Obrero- Textil, October, 1922, p. 1.

15Haya de la Torre, Sintesis Fotostaticas de 1as Clases ¥y
Conferencias dadas en la U.P. From the private collection of 4
Victor Raul Haya de la Torre.
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AR "Ha&a’emphasized‘the need of a totally new approach to com-~
municatc with the workers and Indians. The dull academic lectures
given at san Marcos would never do here. The probléﬁ was not the
mere fact of lower scholastic attainments on the part of the{Indiar
or the worker but rather the great pyschological gap that divided
them from the middle class students who attended the univérsity in
Lima. - Haya recognized the special status of the student*worker why
attended the Popular University at the opening ceremonies in 1921;

The worker-student is neither a little schoolboy nor a

high school adolescent, nor even a young man of the
university: though he has somethlgg of the three, he
still remains very much himself .l

Great emphosis was placed in the Popular University on a
didactic style which corresponded to the pyschology and background
of the workers and Indians. Posters, slogans and music were all
employed to instruct the worker. Haya himself would halt his own
lectures'midway through not merely to entertain the'workers, but
also to provide a refreshing pause to help maintain his student's
attention.17, Didactic posters lined the walls of the Populaft”
University. Many of them contained slogans or refrains which cap-
sulized the lesson of the day, such as: "Suprlmamos el alcohol que
es el veneno de los pueblos'“- “ILa Higiene es la base fundamental '
de la vida!"; "El estudio de 1la Geografia es basico en toda

U mberto Tejera, Maestros Indoiberos (Mexico: Ediciones
Minerva, n.d.), p. 257.

17Haya de la Torre, Private Interview held August 11, 1967
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| cultura{ﬂlg In Vitarte mdrality plays}were presented on the stage
Hf the cinema which housed the Popular University there. Once a
month on a Sunday afternoon the workers put onra shoét mérality
play to demonstfate the evils of alcoholism or to extol the vir-
tues of hafd-work.l9 |
Another impoftant part of the cultural program of the Popu-
lar University were the musical auditions, health campaigns and
picnic outings organized for the workers. The Popular Uﬁiversity
would frequently offer to the public social nights at the Palacio
e la Exposicion with both music and dancing. Great emphasis was
placed on popularizing Indian folklore, dances and songs, which
were quite typical and familiar in Cuzco but virtually unknown in
Lima. However, even at these social events, the didactic element
was always present. On one of these occasions, after a selection
lof typical Indian music had been played, Haya de la Torre addresseq
the assembled crowd on the theme of l>‘La Cultura y 1la Reivindicécidr
Social.n20 ' o 2.
From the very beginning the Popular University waged a war ,
lagainst alcoho;ism among the workers. The young professors who |
taught at the Popular University were well'éware of the wide

spread use and consequent damage wrought by local brands of alcohol

O

18Haya de 1a Torre, Sintesis Fotostaticas.

19Yarlequé de Marquina, p. L7.

20nLy Tercera Velada therarlo~Mus1cal " la_Prensa,
March 8, 1921, p. 6.




and the'coca’leaf. Theftask of leading the Indian or wbrker
-~ glong the road to self- 1mprovement would be totally fruitless

‘as long as they spent their energies, physical and‘mental, in

chew1ng,the leaves of the coca plant or consuming home—brewed
aguardiente. No doubt Haya's membership in the Y.M.C.A; of
Lima and his newly acquired admiration of the Protestant ethic
through his friendship with John MacKay influenced in part his
own strong personal disdain for the use of alcoholic beverages.
The professors gave‘lectures,and admonitions to the workers on
the bad effects of drinking at regular intervals at the Popular
University and diseminated_literaturevagainst its use at every
opportunity. They organiZed picnics on the weekends among the
workers which were characterized by the conspicuous absence of
alcohol. The purpose of these weekend outinge was to'impress
upon the workers the possibility of,eocial enjoyment without
resorting to drink. | . ‘

At other times these outings were organized ﬁo festagla
greater appreciation of nature, and in particular the natural .
beauty of Peru s countryside. Implicit in the purpose of the
outings was the desire to inculcate a helghtened sense of unlty
and esprit de corps between the workers and their professors.
This effort to stimulate the workers to appreciate the values
of.the resources ef his own éountry led to the institutionali-
zatioh of one of these ouﬁings, which came to be known as "Ia

Fiesta_de 1a Planta." 1In December, 1921, amidst great fe tl-,'
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vities;”thé workers and‘professors of the Popular UniVersity‘
planted some 500 young saplings in an open field in Vitarte, fol-

lowed by games and sports conuests. Each year the Piesta de la

glgg_g_yas cel@brated in Vitarte with a mlxture of fest1v1ty and
solemnity by thousands of workers from Lima and the surroundlng
towns.2l Years later, during the years of pérsecution, the
Apristas would continue to celebrate the fiestg de lg,ﬁlgg&g as a
symbol of resistance. | »

Another such’feast day was "La Fiesta_del Nifio", founded
also in 1922 in Vitarte. The purpose of this feast day was to en-
kindle in the workers a greater appreciation of the need to raise
a strong and well-balanced youth for the national good.22

Along with the temperance drive the Popular Uhiversity‘
conducted a sanitatvion campaign. In January, 1922, the Popular
University initiated a campaign tokprevent the spiead of typhoid
by urging all restaurants and public places to keep their facili—
ties clean ahd to exhibit large posters describing the dahgeﬁ; of
uncleanliness for the benefit of the patrons.23 More#er, the stﬁ—
dents of medicine whb taught in the Popular University gave special
instrﬁctions to the wofkers on the dangerS'of‘vénereal diéeases‘

and the préctice of personal hygiene.

i

21Gabriel del Mazo, La_ Reforma Universitaria, Vol, II,

22yarlequé de Marquina, pp. 80-83.

23nrg Campana Contra las Moscas, “,.Lé Prenga, March 18, ~
1922, p. 2. ; e o
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The social aims of the Popular University had been loudly

proclaimed; but never éléarly defined. Indeed, avoidance of any

dognatic position in politicé'had been cleérly'annouﬁced"as a

pasic precept of the Popular University. The motto of the Popular

University”succinctly sunmed up this non-commital stance of the

Popular University:l "La Universidad Popular no tiene mas dogma qu

la Justicia social".zu Haya invited all factions to enter the

classroom of his Popular University, although, of course; this

liberality extended only to those who showed an interest in im-

proving the lot of the Indians and the laboring class. In the

ninds of some of the young student-professors this meant freedom
to teach the workers/the benefits of the new soclal system of

Soviet-Russia. Manuel Abastos lectured on the great achievements

of Marx and other in preparihg the way for the coming social re-

demption of the working classes: H
El progreso social, el ensanche de las instituciones .

+ soclales, la difusion de ideas generosas de cooperacion,
la predica constante a oildos de los capitalistas y los
gobiernos, la semilla fecunda, en fin, que tanto bienes
ha producido, ge debe a la accion de los apostoles, de.
los grandes teoricos y hombres de combate, a los propa-
gandistas bien intencionados que desde Carlos Marx tra-
bajan por imponer los ideales de redsncion.social.2
However, on the whole, the subject of politics and social

reform was so thoroughly mixed in with the other lectures and

cultural projects that the purely cultural aspect of the Popular

D

2Miazo, La Reforma Universitaria, Vol, IV, p. 110.

p. 4.

py 4

" ’ . 1
2ouCurso de Economia Social," La_Prensa, March 5, 1921, /|
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.Unlver51ty domlnated the general tone of the work of the Popular
Unlversity. Furthermore, those few professors who dld preach
social‘reVO;utlon and praised the progress made in Ahe new Russia
were anarchists wiﬁh no definite plans or programs of action
worked out, and whateVer unity of thought or action they might .
have had was further dissipated by quarréls among themselves.26

On a few occasions the Popular University sponsored pro-

jects that served to channel the social impulses of the workers

into concrete action. On May 27th, 1921, the 5,000 workers in
the North American operaued copper company in La Oroya Went on
strike. A high offlclal of the company was killed, and the polic
responded by imprisoning 51 workers. _The students and professors
of the Popular University took up a'ébllection to send food and -
supplies to the prisoners and their families.2/

~ Such protest moves were sporadic and spontaneous. They
represented the lingering anarchical strain left ovér from the
protest strikes of 1918 and 1919 before the syndicalist mbvement
had gotten under way. Such anarchism also carried with it, in_a
modified way, overtones of the anti-clericalism of Gonz%leszrada,
whose"words‘wére framed on the walls of the Popular University: “ >

"Tn Peru there are four million illiterates, thanks to the clergy

o6 ,
T‘uciocuo qu1nes, Prlvate Interview held July 2% 1967

27“Bn Favor de Jos Presos de la Oroya," La Prensa,
June 1k, 1921, p. 2.
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and the pollt101ans" 28 £y
- The Popular Unlver31tj 1ooked upon the task of teaching

the Indians to read and write as one of the pr1n01pél obaectlves
implied,in the new spirit of "Indigenismo". In each Popular Uhif
versity a section for "Indian Affairs" was set.up and another for
adults who as yet had not learned to read or write.29 The Popuiar
University also assumed the role of vindicator of the rights of
the Peruvian woman. In stark contrast to San Marcos, a'large-per-
centage of the students at the Popular Universities were women.
The Popular University carried on a campaign to "v1ndlcate" the
rights. of the woman, emphasizing the need to prepare her to take
her proper role in soclety:

Ahora bien: el primer objeto de la campana feminista, es

procurar la cultura integral y perfectlva para la muger,

que la capacite para bastarse a ,81 misma, y para el

cumplimiento de las funciones multlples que le asigna

la sociedad moderna.30 ,

Tangible results of the impact of the Popular Univer81ty )
the workers were evident even a year after its J.maugu.rat1on.'~ In
Vitarte alcoholism had'virtually disappeared and a spirit of moral

and 3001a1 renovation was in the air. El Tiempo reported that it

|wvas observable that many of the workers had ceased to flock to the,

28¢1aridad, July, 1923, p. 20.

291pid., July, 1923, p. 9.
301pig., July, 1923, p. 1l.
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bar’aftér théy had recéived'their saiary on pay day.3l Onefformér'
student of the Popular.Uhiversity in Vitarte reporte@ that alcbho—v
lism in that town had virtually ceased as a result éf thé work of
the Popuiar University.32 But most of all, a deep fraternal bond
had grown up between the young students frbm San Marcos and the
lower class students who attended their classes.

Haya himself worked enthusiastically to make a success of
the Popular University. At times he rose at three in the morhing
to gilve classes to hotel workers whovcould not attend the regular
sessions of the Popular University.33 )And,all the while he con-
tinued to pursue his law studies at San Marcos and to maintain a
leading role in student politics. The Popular University was unf
questionably dominated by Haya de 1la Torre. He appointed the pro-|
fessors, organized most of the cultural and social activities of

the Popular Univeréity, and drew the largest crowds. The editors

of El Obrero Textil even felt it necessary to refute in an edito-

rial a statement made by one of their readers who claimed that :
without an Haya de la Torre there would be no Popular Unlvers1ty3h,;

Haya himself admired the ability of the dental student, Chavez

31"Un1vers1daa Popular," Bl Tiempo, January 25, 1922, p.7?

32 Josefa Yarlequé de Marqulnq, Private Interv1ev held
. July - 27, 1967.

33Lu1s A]belto Sanchez, Haya de la Torre v el Apra, p. 80.

3k”La Un1vers1dad Popular Goxéalez Prada", El Obrero
March, 1923, p. 2. ‘ | , s

Textil
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Herrera, to attract and inspire the workers in his lectures on

' o4
pbiology and personal hygiene.3) )
o , ‘ P

by the announcement of plans to establish new popular universities
in other parts of Peru. Within a short period of time six new

locales for the Popular University were established in Lima alone.
The first popular university to be established outside of Lima was
that of Arequipa in January, 1922. The students of the University

of San Agustin in Arequipa, as the Student Federation had done a

few years earlier, at first rejected the idea of a popular univer-

sity in their midst. But they were impressed by the diligence and]

efficiency with which the group of student—pro;essoro who arrived
from Lima set about establlshlng the Popular University in Are-
quipa. Soon there wvas general support for the project. The pro-
gram set up in Arequipa corresoonded more or less with that 1n |
Lima. Lectures were glven each night of the week from eight
thirty to nine thirty.36 Within the next few months popular uni-

versities, extensions of the Popular University of Lima, were .

established in Callao, Trujillo, Cuzco, Jauja,.Chiclayo, and Piural

After the first year of the Popular University, Haya ac-

cepted the invitation of the Y.M.C.A., of which he was an actlve

member, to attend a youth congress in Uruguay. He made use of thé}

opportunity to tour many cities in southern Latin America, includ-

35Haya de la Torre, Private Intervxew held August ll 1967

The first anniversary of the Popular‘University was marked}

*

3611 llc“DO, Japuary 29, 1922, p. 9
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'ing Bueﬁos'Aireg, where'he had an interview with President
’ Yrigoyen, whé commended fhe young student leader for/thg work of
his Popular University.37 | ' 7 | . ’
Indeed, the fame of the Popular‘University in Peru had
traveied far and wide. When Haya visited Havana after,his‘exile
from Peru, he found the Cuban university students eager to set up
their own Popular University in imitation of that of Peru. At
Haya's behest, they founded the Jose Marti Popular Univefsity on
November 9th,‘1923. In Chile the José Lastarria was founded, the

Justo Arosemena in Panama, the Emiliano Zapata in Mexico, which

lasted until 1937, and several others throughout Latin America;38

The Commissar of Education of Soviet Union, Alexander Lunacharskiil

wrofe to the students and workers of the Popﬁlar University con-
gratulating them for their labor and inviting them to affiliate
themselves with the Communist party;39

On July 22nd, 1922, two full years after its founding,
the’Popular University was officially baptized with the nameﬁOf
its intellectual precursor, Manuel Gonzalez Prada. As Haya ex-
plained years later, he wished to wait until the‘Popular Univer-

sity had become g goihg success before he dignified it with the

37Cossio del Pomar, pp. 82-83.

38Lu1s Alberto Sdnchez, La_Universidad L tlnog ricana
(Guatemala: Editorial Universitaria d Guatemala, 1949), pp. 205-20

| 3/Haya de la Torre, Impresiones de la Inglaterra Tmperial-
ista_y de 13 Rusia Soviética (Buenos Alres' 0016001on Claridad vy,

Crlblca, 1932), pp. 119-121.
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name of the man‘whom,hé?admiréd so greatly, Gonzdlez Prada. On
“the occasion of the naming, Haya defiantly proclaimed, "La reac-
cidn quiso silenciar el nombre de Gohzélez Prada, pé}ofén estas
aulas proletarias tiene hoy su mejor mohumento".ho
| The high enthusiasm of the students at Cuzco two years
earlier had now become the matured confidence of men who had made
a success out of their youthful ideals. The Popular University}
had become a success, and the idea was catching on throughout \
Latin America. In fact, the Popular University was now beginning
to overshadow all the other aspects of the university reform.
Carrying the culture directly to the people had now assumed an
importance far outweighing that of remolding old structures with-
in the older universities. Revitalizétion of the nation through
ﬁhe establishment of centers of popular education and culture

throughout the“nation, sustained by the spontaneéus.good will of
young university students, now seemed a far more efficient, rapid 
and daring plan of action than waiting for the older universities |
Jto train and educate the needed number of scholars and technic;ans‘
who could perform the job 6f raising the educational standards of |
the people. This would take'generations to do what the Popular
University could do in a decade.

Furthermcre, the Popular University was performing a feat

that the old University of San Marcos could never do. The daily

40cossfo del Pomar, p. 55.
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fraterniZation of'young middle-class university Sﬁudents with the

workers. and Indians of the country had broken down the deep socigl
barriers that separaﬁed the two classes that each gr6ﬁpfrepresen~
ted: on the one hand, sons of middle-class professionals in Lima,
and on the othei, campesinos, textile workers, and domestic ser-
vants. The intellectuals had joined forces with the workersj; the
brain now functioned as an integral unit with the muscle. Gonziles
pradals dream seemed on the point of fulfillment. The mésses were
now being awalened by the intellectual, and the hour of vindica-
tion was now approaching.

As Haya surveyed his work, he could not help but to com-
pare with pride his young creation, the Popular University, with
the older institution, San Marcos. His bold designe and expec-
tations for the future of the Popular University are traced out iﬁ
these vords: V

Luego Fuimos mésrallé, y al costado de la Universidad

rejuvencida (San Marcos), pero nada mas que rejuvencida

por la revolucion, creamos otra joven, fuerte, e hija

suya quizi, pero como hija Uzaprutustriana, hija vence-

dora de la madre: nuestra Universidad Popular "Gonzélez

Prada", donde fundimos nuestro credo revolucionario y
miestros esfuerzos con la rebelion dolorosa de los

,

trabajadores. ,Ella serd un dia la vasta Universidad,
social del Peru que cantara el responso de la otra.

But, as historical irony would have it, the Poﬁular Uni-

versity would, indeed, overshadow the older University, not in

fame but in notoriety, not as an educational center but as a

Ylcossio del Pomar, p. 71.
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| molltlcal movement The dramatlc events of 1923 vere soon to

2 .effect thls radlcal change in the destiny of the Popular Unlver31tx;

-

/




. CHAPTER IV
CENTER OF SOCIAL PROTEST

- MAY 23, 1923*r

President Augusto Bernardlno Legula had seized power on a
tide of popular reactlon agalnst the civilista reglme of Jose
Pardo. He was accorded the honorary title of "Maestro de la
Juventud" by the Student Federation, and to all appearances he
lost no time in living ﬁp to his new title. Not only did he de-
fray all the costs of the Congress in Cuzco, but hé also msdesgood}‘
his promlses to pass 1eglslaulon 1n1t1at1ng the univer31ty reform
in Peru. He pvomulgated laws in 1919 and new ones in 1920 whlch
seemed to comply w1th the demanas of the unlver31ty relormers.

| However, there were certain critics, representlng a mino-
rlty initially, who dlstrusted the new Pr831denu from the begin-
nlng, perhans recalllng hls somewhat sordid and dlctatorlal flrst
term as Pre51dent from 1908 to 1912 Among these crltlcs were
three former Journallsts of El Tiempo o who quit in protest over thes
1nterference of pro—legula factions in formulatlng newspaper /
policy. The three, César Falcén, Humberto. del Aguila and José
Carlos Marlategul founded an antl Legula magazine, La Razon,‘ln

1919. Legula made one of the first revelatlons of hlS real ant1~"

YMauis Alberto Sinchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra, p. 56.

772




liberal'intentione byfepﬁlying preseure on the most brilliant of
the three, José Carlos Marlategul, to depart for Europe on a four
year Journallstlc scholarship, whlch he did in l9l9 The other |
two writers later aligned themselves with the Popular Universities '
as did Marlategul on his return from Europe in 1923. \

- Others, too, began to suspect the purported liberality of
Leguia. Haya de la Torre headed a list of thirty-two students
who denounced the Student Federation‘for according Leguie the titl¢
of "Maestro de la Juventud".2 A speech‘direoted against the uni—
versity policies of the government'delivered‘by victor Andrésl
Belatnde in the university in 1921 was rudely interrupted by a
government-inSpired mob. In‘protest over this violation of uni-
versity autonomy, the Dean of Law and Social Sciences, Manuel
Vicente Villaran, headed a list of forty-six professors who went
on strike. Through his Minister of Education, Legula ‘denounced
the professors and closed down the university‘on May 31,\1921.3

In March of that year, Haya wrote an editorial in La_Prensd
crlt10121ng the substitutlon of the Student Federation by a Un1~
versity Center, whlch was one of ‘the stlpulatlons of the reform
laws of 1920. He felt that this substltutlon was really a move

on the part of the government to undermine the university reform

21pid., p. 57.

‘ 3Carlos Enrique Paz Soldan, De_la Revoluc1og_g la_Anar-
quia Uglverglt ria (lea. Imprenta tgnion", 1922), py. 35 36.
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» by‘impdsing 3 "Yankee"jéystem of education on Peru.'t
, ~ Nor waé there‘ahy lasting peace on the labor ffont'or in
the‘coﬁntfyside. Between 1921 and 1922 there were 6§er'fhirty up-|
risihgs,of land—hung:y Indians in the highlénds.. The worker's'
strike at La Oroya in June, 1921, had resulted in violent killings
and the détention of fiftyéénévworkers.s .

The Popular University, too, héd incfeasingly fallen into
government disfavor, an inevitable conseduénCe of its cémpaign to
stimulate the workers and Indians to raise their educational and
cultural level and to become conscious of their social rights;

More and more the Popular Universities were viewed by the conser-

vative elements as hotbeds of radicalism. El Comercio had long

dropped the Popular Uhiversitieé from its columns and La Prensa,
which had come out in support of Leguia in 1921 after he closed it‘
down and reopened it égéin, took on a more critiéal sténcé toward
the activities of the Popular University. In MEICh, 1923, g;
Obrero Text;;,.faithful ffiend of the Popular University;‘po;nted
to this mounting attack leveled against it: | |
Uno de los pretektos que tiepegulos enemigos de la U.P.
para justificar su pobre y ridlcula empresa, es el con-

siderar a nuestro centro de libre ensenianza como escabel
de mezquinas ambiciones, donde se disputa la admiracién

%Lgmggensg,:"La Desaparicién de la Federacidn de los Estu-
diantes por la Nueva Ley de Instruccion", March 3, 1921, p. 1.

5Alba, p. 3%.
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'wgesmedlda el pa310nlsmo 1nconsciente de %os adeptos, para
~darle mas tarde orlenta01ones bastardas.
"To dispel any lingering doubts,.Legula hlmse;f invited
Haya to the presidential palace shortly after Haya's return from

his trip to Uruguay in the early part of 1922. After a cordial

but restralned exchange of greetlngs, the\olctator urged the young-

student leader to accept a government paid scholarship to Europe.
He further informed Haya that all the formalities of travel had.
already been arranged throtgh the Ministry of Foreign Relations.
Haya politely but firmly declined the “1nvitat10n" 7 The mutual
distrust between the two now solidified into open antagonism.

As the opp031tlon mounted, many of the first enthus1astic
suoporters of the Popular University began to part ways w1th it
A core of hardier supporters remalned on: Haya, Lufs Bustamante,
Oscar Herrera, Luis Heyeen, Enrigue Koster, Julio Lecaros, Jacobo
Hurwitz and Nicolas Teri'eros.8 In Mayg 1923, a new illustrious
name was added to the list of pro;essors. José Carlos Mariategul.

When Mariategui returned from Europe Haya 1nv1ted him to lecture

at the Popular Unlver31uy and to help collaborate in dlrectlng thel

newv organ of the Worker's Federatlon of Lima and the Popular Uni-

versities, Claridad, vhich Haya had‘founded in March of that year.

In‘Mey Marietegui initiated a series of lectures at the Palacio de

6 El_Obrero Textll "Ia Universidad Popular Gonzalez Prada'y
March, 1923, p. 2.
7

/Cossio del Pomar, pp. 85-87. | - ' e

8Sénohez, Haya_de la Torre y el Apra, p. 122.
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'1g Expostc én on the "World Cr1s1s" in which he emphasized the"'
?:‘ role of revolutionary Russia in llberating the working classes of
, Russia and Europe.9 By a curlous -~ but symbolic ~:/001nc1dence,
the announcement of Mariétegui's'first lectﬁre appeared on May_23,
1923, the date on which the Popular University launched its most |
serious venture into politics to date: the protest movement against
the consecration of Peru to the Sacred Heart. | _

The Archbishop of Lima, Emilio Llsson, who had been ap-
pointed to his See in 1918 during the administration ovaosé Pardo,
announced his intention of publically consecrating Peru to the
Sacred Heart on May 23, 1923. President Leguia was chosen as the
fitting secular representatite of the nation to preside over the
ceremooiesvwith the Archbishop. A few devoﬁt Catholics found it
somewhat incongruous that a leading Mason should assume such an
honorific role.' Others,‘more politically-minded, questioned the
integrity of staging a public pageant'symbolizing the unityvof
Church and State, not’merely because such rituals had become,aha-
chronistic by 1923, out primafily because it was to be conducted
by a dictator and a strongly conservative‘spokesman of the upper
clergy who pretended to represent the popuiar.will of the Peruvian
people Furthermore, it was suggested that Leguifa was cynlcally

using the ceremony to court the Catholic vote 10

9La_Crdnica, "La Universidad Popular", May 23, 1923, p. 10

_1OHaya de la Torre, Private Interview held August 11, 1957,
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Haya-de

‘“Weéks>bef0re théfannounced'daté for the cerembhy,
1a Torre galvénized'a mumber of dissident elements into a unified
movement to protést the projected consecration. He’ggiﬁated
through the Student Federatlon to stir up support for the protest
move among the university students. He attracted many friends
from the Y.M.C.A., the Masons, Protestants, Catholics, anarchists
and a large mass of workers from his Popular University. Prompted
by diverse motives, this anomalous amalgamation was held-together
by the desire to accomplishkone single ébjective: to protest and
prevent the holding of the consecration ceremonies on May 23rd.

On May 19th, the Popular University, which spearheaded the

movement, issued the first of several polemical manifestos which

filled the editorial‘sections of the major dailies. The manifes-

tos invoked all "Free men of Peru" to form a united front to block]

the projected consecration:

Estudiantes, Obreros, intelectuales, empleados, perio-
distas, hombres libres todos del Peru: Formemos el FRENTE
UNICO ante la proyectada consagrac1on de la nacidn Peruana
a la eflgle del Corazdn de Jesus.

La docencia estudiantil de las Universidades Populares
Gonzdlez Prada de Lima y Vitarte, ampliando la protesta an;
‘teriormente formulada ante la pretendlda consagra01on de
la Republica al Corazon de Jesus, invoca la adhesidn de
todos los hombres libres del pais, y acuerda:

Constituir el "Frente Unico", sin distincidn de credos
religiosos, politicos o sociales, a fin de impedir que la
imposicidén del clericalismo ofeqéa con la proyectada cere-
monia, el privilegio de libertad de conciencia que la
N301on debe garantizar en su maxima amplltud....

11La Crénlca May 2%, 1923, p. 10. Virtually the same

appeal appeareq 1n D1 _Tiempo on May 21 1923, p. 2. : JJ.:

t
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'fwa days 1ater,v6n May 2lst; a'circular signed by Augusto
Rodrlguez Larraln, Manuel Seoane, Haya de la Torre, Cesar Valleao,l
Jacobo Hurwitz, Jorge Basadre and others, was passed’among the
university students calling them to meet the following day at San-
Marcos University to formulate a plan of actioh.l2 On the after-
noon of the 22nd, the students from the Departments of Philoéophy,
History and Letters and the worker-students from the Popular Uni-
versities of Lina and Vitarte assembled in the Unlver31ty court-
'yard. Jacobo Hurwitz spoke first ex hortlng the students and wor-
kers to affiliate themselves with a new organism, the "League of
the Free Youth of Peru" (Ia Liga de la Juventud Libre del Peru),
which had been especially'created for the occasion to unite‘the'
disparate protesting elements into one single movemént. It was
sponsored and made up of in large pért by the students of the
Popular Univeréity{ Haya spoke next and called for the formation
of a United Front Committee (Comité de Frente Unico), composed of
representafives of the dissident factions to organize thé direct
thé{protest march. Haya ended the meeting with the foreboding
peroratibn: “Maﬁana'vamos al laboratorio de la accidn para una
gran experiencia".l3 i |
The following aftefnoon, Wednesday, May 23, 1923, the day |

of the "Great Experiment", the protest march was set in motion.

1251 comercio, "Gran Asamblea Universitaria", May 22, 1923|

)

,13Sénchez, Ha?a/de 1la Torre_v'ei Apra,'p.»122.7
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‘Héya léd an orderly procéssion of sevefal thousand workers and
|students through}the streets of downtown Lima towardlthe Cathedral
plazé. In the plaza, within hearing distance of thé’Preéidential
palace,'hebdelivered.a fiery harangue in défehse of freedbm of
thought. The meéting was abruptly scattered by the sﬁdden éppear— V
ance of mounted caﬁalxy who galloped through the plaza. Defiantly
the protesters continued tb parade through the streets. Two :
blocks from the university shots were fired and a studenﬁ, Mahuei
Alarcén, and a worker, Salomén Ponce, wére_killed while many other}
were wounded .1 ‘ . |
- The shock of this brutal government retaliation provoked‘
aywave of heated countei~protests from the students and workers.
The next day, Thursday the 24th,‘the Pqular University issued a
manifesto summoning all the workers and students of Peru to join
in a nation-wide sﬁrike.15 The various‘syndicates and worker's
groups‘}n Lima promptly Jjoined the new protest move. Typical of
ﬁhe denunciatory declarations that croﬁded the éditdrial'sections‘
of the newspapers was this statement from the Printer's syndicate:
La Federacibn Grafica del Perti ante los inauditdx crimenes
de la givilizaciéq, perpetrados por la gendarmeria en los .
dfas miércoles y jueves, en las personas de indeferms es-
tudiantes y obreros, deja constancia por resolucion de
Asamblea de la Fecha, de su mis enérg;ca protestay y en
sehal de derecho acordo la paralizacidn de sus labores y
adherirse en todas sus partes a los acuerdos tomados por
Meossio del Pomar, p. 90.

ey 15Lg Crénica, "La Protesta de la Universidad Popular o
Gonzélez Prada’, May 2k, 1923, p. 3. o Lot
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los estudlantes le las unlversidades de Szan Marcos y
Gonzalez Prada.

‘The reference to the Gonzilez Prada Popular yhiversity in

the declaration clearly reveals the key role that the Popular Uni-|

versity played in 1nst1gat1ng the protest movement. Tense and

chaotic street warfare broke out between students and workers of :

the Popular Universities and government forces. A meeting of the

railway workers of Callao organized by the professors of the Popu-i

lar University Was dispersed by an assault of tThe police on May'

ohth.1?  On the 26th El Comercio printed an editorial which con-
cluded that the real popular will of Lima had been expressed by
the students and workers in denouncing the imposition of the pro-
jected consecratioh of the country:

Los diarios, los eSbudlanLes de San Marcos, las eSCuelas
especiales, las instituciones obreras ya habian expresado

la voluntad de Lina dellnldamente adversa a la consagra- |

cidn eg masa del pafs, a un simbolo de la religidn cato-
lica.l ,

4

The'same‘editorial prefaced the decree of Archbishop Lis-

1 sdn suspending the ceremonies. 1In the first article of the decreef

the Archbishop accused the protesters of converting the consec¥e

ration into a weapon against the government and "other social in-
. ‘ 3 ' : 3 ’ - ¢

stitutions: "Que la proyectada consagracion de la nacion al

Sagrado Corazdn de Jesius se ha convertido en arma contra el Go-

v

1923, p. 11.
17

La Crdnica, May 25, 1923, p. 1l.
18 '

El Comercic, May 26, 1923, p. 3.

1614 Crdnica, "Protesta de la Federa01on Graflca 's May 25,;

i
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biefno'iegitimamente‘estéblecida y contra las instituciones so-
ciales",l9 : ,‘.} | ‘ .
The matter would not fest with a mere hieraf@hiéél fiat.
On May 28th, anothér grand assembly of studénts and workers was
held at San Marcos. Manuel Villarén, the Rector, uneasy at the
sight of the mass of workers who converged on the university and
‘perhaps fearful of how this spectacle migh appear to the govern-
ment forces, asked the workers to remain outside while the stu-
dents held their dellveratlons.2o Part’ of Villaran's fears stemmed
from the repeated accusations in La_Prensa and other government
sources to the effect that the Popular Universities had become ”
little soviets of students and workers modelled on those of revdluf
tionarvaussia. Accordingly, one of the principal items on the ;
agenda was how to deal with these accusations. Haya'de la Torre :
urged the adoption of a resolution to boycott LafPrensg; which,the{
students seconded.?l However, when a proposal was made to form a |
_Apermanent Student~worker Commlttee, Haya opposed it on grounds
that the creation of such a committee at that delicate moment woukf
only serve to justify the accusations leveled against the Popular
Universities by the go&ernment press. |

Haya's warning was cut short by a case of laryngitis and

191pid., p. 3.

2051 Tiempo, May 29, 1923, p. 1. A -

L Créniea, ey 29, 1923, p- 2. G
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he vias nnable‘to centinne,, He was ordered to bed andlit was inv
" lehis heipless state.that}he discovered that the Student'Federation
had everruled his objections and organized a StudenﬁCWOrker Com-~- -
mittee ‘When he learned of the attack directed against the new
organlsm by the government ‘however, he promptly defended it. 22
The committee was short—llved, but it lived long enough to con-‘
tribute more damaging evidence against the Popular.UniVerSities.

Popular sentiment was so manifestly against the éovernment
that Legula's initiel reactions to the situation were cautious and
relatively moderate. The Popular Universities continued to func—
tion end to place announcemenfs in,the nevspapers assuring their
students that the lectures in the Student Federation were still
being given with complete regularity.23 Such reassurances were
premature, however, for on 3u1y 16%th the police disrupted with gun-
fire the 1naugural ceremonies for the new Popular Unlvers1ty of

2l
Callao held in the Palacio de la Fxposicibn. A premonition of

what the government's next step weuld be came when Haya was ap- |
proached by the son of a high government official who 1nformed him
that the government would compensate him w1th 30.000 soles and a
monthly pension of 1,000 soles if he would absent himself from

Peru. Haya sent the emissary back with a negative response.25

22ginchez, Haya de la Torre y el ADfa,'p. 129.
237 Tiempo, June 2, 1923, p. 2. '
241 apidad, July, 1923, p. 20.

? ?5005510 del Poma;, D. 93
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L'hSporédic arresﬁsiand intimidations by the poliée kept'the’
students and workers alert\to,the precarious situation in which
they‘cohducted the Popular University. In October ﬁ;yaﬁwas pre-
sented for anothér term (for the period from October, 1923, to
October, 1924) as President‘of,theistudent Federation. His prin-
cipal opponent was Manuel Séoane, who péfsénally favored Haya, but
felt that the dominaﬁion of the Student Federation by ce?tain
student-professors of the Popular University with ararchical lea-
nings, among them Nicoldgs Terreros, Jacon~Hhrwit2 and BEudocio
Ravines, ought to be challenged. The students were in_the proﬁéss‘
of debating the quélificétions of the two popular candidates Wheﬁ
the electrifying news arrived of Hayé's arrest and imprisonment
on the island of San Lorenzo off the coast of Callao.26
Once again the fuse of a dangerous situation had been ig-

nited. A delegatioﬁ of workers and students delivered a protest

message to Bl Comeréio announcing that they would stage another

general strike if Haya were not immedi ately réleased.27 'Lg_£;§g§gt
virtually ignored the event and'continued to insinuate in its

editorials that Haya was secretly an agent of Soviet Russia.28
The workers and studenﬁs together called a'geheral sﬁriké’that'

paralyzed the city for forty-eight hours. On October 5, La Prensa |

2654nchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra, pp. 131-132.

2751 Comercio, October 4, 1923, p. 3. . ‘ A

‘28La Prensa, October 5, 1923, p. 3.




repdrtéd‘that all‘trains; streetcars, cabs, electrical works, and
textile mills had grinded to a halt and that the city was left in
total darkness throughout the night.29 Squadrons of/gendarmes
roamed the streeté on the lookout for groups of students and wor-
kers. A trainload of armed troops descended on the small town of’
Vitarte and killed two workers ip‘the angry crowé that gathéred'
at the train station.30 .

In the meantime, Haya went on a hunger strike in his cell
in the old colonial prison-fortress, Real Felipe, on the island of
San Lorenzo. On the sixth day of his-imprisonment, Leguia issued
the order for his deportation, and on October 9, Haya was placed
on board the ship Nevada en route to Panama . 3"

Deprived of their leader, the students and workers called'
off the general strike in despair. Bésides imprisoning Haya, the
government also cldéed down the Popular Universities and their or-
gan, Claridad. However, in the belief that the main sounce'of
trouble had been removed, the government permitted the Pbpular ‘
Universities‘to reopen in Januéry‘of the following yeér.' The Stu—
dents and workers set about reorganizing themselves in the absenée
of their leader. Oscar Herrera assuméd tﬁevﬁitle of Rector of the
Popular Univeréity and José Carlos Marijtegui took ovér.the direc-

tion of Claridad.

291@ Prensa, October 5, 1923, p. 6

30m1 obrero Textil, November, 1923, p. 1. L

3lcossio del Pomar, pp. 96-100.
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-,IWith Héya removed from.thé scene, Maridtegui emergéd as
‘Jthe undlsnuted center of attention and natural leader of the Popu—
lar Unlvers1ty. He was the only professor in the Popular Univer—
sity who had won fame in his own right before coming to teach
there. As a matter of fact, years later he rejected the nétion
that he owed his fame or his political ideas to the Popular Uni-
versity; on the contrary, he attributed his development to his
career as a journalist which preceded his involvement,in-the Popu~»‘

32 The workers respected him because they knew

lar University.
that he had begun as a worker himself. The intellectuals were en-
thralled by him because he was brilliant and knew how to present
his ideas with force and convictions. Though Oscar Herrera was
the Rector, it was Maridtegui who drew the biggest crowds and set
the ideological tone of the Popular'University.33_ | ) “
Mariéteguifs first reaction to the Popular Univeréity when]
he returned to Peru was one of skepticism. His studies in Marxism
and his contact with the Maximalists of Italy convinced him of the,
need to ground the class struggle in rigorous scientific princip-
les and to conduct the struggle with efficiency and discipline.v
He was disconcerted by the lack of a well:aefined class conscious-
ness in the Popular University and by the somevhat formless orien4'-

tation that guided it. Years later, after he had definitively

32Ricardo Martinez de la Torre, Vol. II, p. 336.
33Eudocio Ravines, Private Interview held July 2y, 1967. .
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broken with‘Haya, he referred to the Popular University as an

nBLI- :

"Instrumento de dominio intelectual de la pequeﬁa~bunguesfa.
In making this charge, Maridtegui seemed to agree w{;h.earlier
critics who accused the young Studenﬁ—professors of pretentious
naivete in their attempts to raise the cultural level of the
workers. But unlike t@é earlier critics, he believed that the,
students were going in the right directién; what they_laéked was
greater discipline and clarity in their ﬁltimate objectives. .Hev
felt that the attempts of the students of Sén Marcos to diffuge thf
benefits of "middle class" to the poorer classes tended to dis-
tract them from their true mission, which was to destréy defini-
tively the”upper c1asé that exploited them. As long as the en-
phasis of the Popular University iéy on raising the wofkers to the
level of middle class culture, Mariétégui believed that the Poﬁuf
lar Uhiveréity could not seriously address itself to the real‘ ‘
problems of the workers. » |
Nevertheless, Mariéteéui’had returned from Europé with the
intention of workiné for the establishment of a class party, and
he found the Popular University a useful piatform_where he couid,
develop his idéas and attract a follOwing:35v
| When he learned that the Popular Universities were'going 1
.3”Ricardé Martinez ge la Torre, Private Inteyview held
July 7, 1967. Ricardo Martinez de la Torre was Mariategui's
secretary and co—foqnder oerariétegui's Socialist Party.

35Martinez de la Torre, Vol. II, p,_258. .   vﬁ"’y

o
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to spearhead a'move tO‘biOCk the consecration of Peru tb the Sa-
cred‘Heart, he at first objected on grounds that this kind of ac-
tivity smacked of old-fashioned anarchism which was/&neffective
because it was sporadic, unorganized and worst of all, it empha-
sized short term goals over long term objéc’cives.36 He later re- |
conciled himéelf to the protest movement and recognized the réally 
dramatic significance that the events of May 23 held forithe |
Popular University, beéause that day marked the end of the Popu~ |
lar Unibersity as a purely cultural project and its blood baptism
as a center of social protest: | ‘
El 23 de Mayo reveld el alcance social e ideoldgico |
del acercamiento de las vanguardias estudiantiles a las
clases trabajadoras. En, esa fecha tuvo su bautizg his- .
térico la nueva generacion que, con la colaboracjon de
circumstancias excepcionalmente favorables, entro a

jugar un rol en el desarollo mismo de nuestra historia,
elevando su accion del plano de las inquietudes estu-

diantiles al de las reivindicaciones colectivas o sociales
Este hecho reanimo e impulsd en las aulas las corrientes
de revolucion universitaria, acarreando el predominio de
la tendencia izquierdista en la Federacion de Estudiantes,
reorganizada poco tiempo despues, y sobre todo, en las
asambleas estudiantiles que alcagzo entonces un tono .
maximo de animacibén y vivacidad.37 |

For Mariategui, the 23rd of May was the crucial momént.wheT
the studenfs'left behind their naive notions of reforming Peru by
merely exerting themselves to raise the cultural and educational

level of the workers and Indians. He proceded to expound to the

301pid., p. 467

3770sé Carlos Mariategui, Siete Ensavos de Interpretacion
de 1la Realidad Peruana (Santiago de Chile: Editorial Universitaria
|1955), p. 104 : 5 3
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wcrkérsvin avseries of‘iéctures the role of the Russian revolution
‘las the vanguard of the comihg liberation of the workipg classes of
the wbrld.38 In emphasizing the heed fdr unity,vsolgdariﬁy, and

above all else, discipline, he clashed with many of the anarchists

39

who taught or studied in the Popular University. Nevertheless, |

he raplaly gained a wide audience sympathetic to his ideas. The
1ncreased government persecution after May 23rd only served to |
swell Maridtegui's audiences.

The organ of the Worker!'s Federation of Lima and of the
Popular Universities, Claridad, had been closed down after Haya's
deportation in October. However, as a result of agitation by the
Peruvian workers and the_embarrassment.caused the Peruvian govern-
ment when Cuban university students, who had organized the José
Marti Popular University, demonsﬁrated before the Peruvian lega-

tion in Habana, the government reluctantly permitted Ciagiggg to

L . ; . - ~
function once again.*o The new Claridad that appeared in January,}|

1924, symbolized the radical departure from the more or less un-
defined politicalyorientation of the pfe-May 23rd days to a more
doctrlnalre socialist stance. |

Marlétegul s forceful and concise ;tyle as editor of
Claridad attested to his journalistic background, and his 1deolo—

gical convictions accounted for the polemical and at times abra-

385e0 page .

39Mart1noz de la Torre, Vol. II, p 258. : | i A

Lo,

Sénchesz, }avarde la Torre y cl ﬁnrc, p. lh8
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give tone of the articles and editorials he authored. He an-
|nounced the new class character of the Popular University, which
would now expressly function as an organ of protest égainst the
government. In the January issue he stated:
Las Univer51dades Populares no son institutos de agndstica
e incdlora extensiodn universitaria. Son escuelas ce cul-
tura revolugionarla. Son escuelas de clase. Son escuelas
de renovacidn. No viven adosadas a las academicas ofi-
ciales ni alimentadas de limosnas del Estado. Viven del
calor y de la savia populares. MNo existen para la simple
digestion rudimentaria de la cultura burguesa. Ixisten
para lﬁ elaboracion y la creacidn de la cultura prole—
taria.
Mariidtegui then compared the Popular»University to the
Marxist schools of Paris where the workers studied and discussed
the historical significance of Marx, Lasalle and Jaures, and the
schools organized by the independent Labor party in England where
Bertrand Russell and other intellectual leaders debated the eco-
nomic problems of England and the world. The Popular University
was really, claimed Maridtegui, a universal project whichﬂsprang

L2

from the common social conditions of the times.

Significance of the Popular'University. The University had gone
through two stages in its development, Maridtegui observed. In

the first, which ended on May 23rd, 1923, the Popular UniverSity

192k, p. 5. ,
421p1d., p. 5.

A few years later at the sixth anniversary of the founding|

of the Popular ﬁniversity, Maridtegui addressed the workers on the

LFlCla;_i_(_i_gg_ "“l Rumbo de la Universidad Popular", January,
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consolidated‘the workerétand broke the class bouﬁds that tied them
to the Clv1;;§§g reglme. But in the second stage, dominated by
Marlétegul, the Popular University took a more crlt{gal view of
the’struggle and defined its objectives much more sharply. Wheref
upon Mariategul proposed the’formation of a sociological seminar,‘
which would be the nucleus of the Popular University, to study and}
apply the Marxist historical analysis to the problems of Peru.,%3

The fact that HaYa’s cultural center for workers had taken
a definite turn toward the left since his exile was not always

readily admitted, however, by supporters of the Popular Unlver31ty

Il Obrero Textil answered charges that the Popular University was'

a center of Bolshevism by pointing out that the role of that cen-
ter of education was to prepare each individual to forge for him-
self a free conscience and therefore, it was argusd, the Popular
Univeréity could not adhere to any one particular ideology.4h4
However, this'claim, for all its logical validity, was belied by
certain obvious manifestations that the students of the Popular

University had, in fact, adopted a well-defined ideological posi-

tion. The dedication of an entire issue of L1l Obrero Textil to

Nicolai Lenin on the occasion of his deathfintJanuary, 192k,

should have left no room for doubt as to what that ideology was.-

"iartines de la Torre, Yol. TI, p. 271.

Wty Obrero Textil, April, 192%, p. 1.
451pid., Pebraary, 1924 S | o




, ‘ v 91
The early part of 1924 was marked by premature hopes of

|overcoming the dlfflcult times as tensions eased up. ,The annual :

/

Fiesta de la Planta was celebrated in Vitarte on January 30th withi

festivities and games. In May, Oscar Herrera described in optimist

tic terms the growth and progress of the Popular Universities
throughout Peru. Besides the Popular Univéréities in Lima,‘
Vitarte, Callao, Trujillo, Arequipa, Jauja, Chiclayo, Piura, and

the many branch divisions in the suburbs near Lima, there were newv

ones in Huacho, Puno, Huaraz, Cuzco, Ica, and even in the far awayf

L6

jungle province of Madre‘de Dios. In Vitarte the number of 1

workers attending the lectures at the}Popular University had
reached an all time high.47 :
The Popular University of Ica in southern Peru reported
that as a result of the preésure épplied by the five thousand
organized workers of the Popular Uhlvers1ty, the local Gamonales
had been forced to do away with their instruments of punishment,
raise wages, and-granu an eight-hour day. However, thls same
report also adverued to the increased resistence of the local -
authorltles to these activities of the Popular University. k8
Under Mariategui the Popular University algo fook on a greater

interest in the international front. In January, 192k, the Popu-

L ; ' ,
1p1d. , May, 1924, p. 3

Llr7E1'Obre'c~o Textil, May, 1924, p. 3.

- 481pig., July, 1924, p. 3. e e
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lar Uhieersity»issued'an:appeal for aid for the beleaguered German
‘workers during the French occupation of the Ruhr.ng !

Toward the middle of the year the Legula reglme set about
with greater earnestness and severity to complete the business
which was left unflnlshed after denortlng Haya de la Torre. In
June, 1924 Nicolds Terreros was arrested for 1nst1gat1ng a pro~
test on behalf of the Popular Universities against the miserable
working conditions of the miners in La OrOya.SO In September
the government unleashed a full scaie retaliation against’the
Popular University by cloéing down‘the Popular Universities in
Trujillo, Salaverry, Arequipa, Cuzco, Lima, Vitarte aﬁd Barranco.gﬁ
The Popular University.of Lima managed to weather the storm and
survive untii 1927, but one by one all the other Popular Univer-
sities throughout Peru-elOSed down under police repression by thel
end of 192k. | “

However§ the‘government delivered an even more crippling
lblow to the Popular Universities which eventually'proved'to be
fatal. Between September, 1924, and the early part of 1925 the
leading professors of the Popular University of Lima were all
imprisoned and nearly.all deportedﬁ Cscar Herrera, Lufs Busta-

mante, Fudocio Ravines, Jacobo Hurwitz, Nicolas Terreros, Julio

)
9¢1aridad, Jamuary, 192l.
5051 Obrero Textil, June, 192k,

5l01aridad, September, 1924, p. 6. e J
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Lecaros, Luis Heysen, Esteban Pavletlch, Manuel Seoane, Enrique
|K6ster, and Roberto Delgado.52 Along with the professoro, ‘many
lof the leaalng syndlcallsts and wvorkers in the Popular Unlvmrsity
were also expelled from the country. The deported workers and
students congregated in Buenos Aires, Santlago de Chile, La Paz,
Havana, Paris, and Mexico. 93 '

With this latest blow, a state of panic set in. After the |

deportation of Oscar Herrera and Eudocio Ravines, El_Obrero Textil ;
publiéhed this dehunciation of the enemies of the Popular ﬁniver~J
sity, followéd by a terse but vivid description of the desperate
situation of the-fopular‘Uhivarsity-

Con el nuevo atropello a la llbertad, significado en la
violenta deportacidén de los profesores de la U.P.G.P.
Fud001o)Rav1nes y Oscar Herrera, se exhibe de cuerpo
éntero la intencidn burguesa, largo tiempo madurada,
~de desaparecer la Universidad Popular.

~_Hoy, que factores varios adormecen la actividad
de la organizacidn y sus hombres, parece que alienta
los propOsitos opresores cada vez més creados por la
indolencia. La U,P.G.P. atravieza en estas instantes
el periodo mas critico de su existencia: el dilema es
VIDA o MUERTE....9%% , |

Appeals for help were in vain. With the elite of the pro-
fessors and students deported, and Maridtegui becomingvincreasinglj‘
bed-1ridden as a result of his tuberculosis, the Popular University|

fras left acephalous and disorientated. After it was barred from

52Gabriel del Mazo, La Reforma Universitaria, Vol. IV.
p. 109. ' R »

v

?3Martinez de la Torre, Vol. II, p. 272.

54E1 Obrero Textil, January, 1925, p. 1.
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Palacio de’lé ExposicionAin 1923, the Popular University of Lima

began operating from different meeting places of the Worker's Fe-

deration of Lima. After 1924, these meetings of thé/PQpﬁlaf,Uni~
versitiés tended to be seéretive gatherings which were called to
put'dn a show of resistenée to the government. The tone of the
discussions was overtly political and little pretense was made of 
fulfilling thé original purely cultural finality of the Popular |
University. ! | | v
The greal experiment in popular education in Peru had
shuddered to a dismal halt;J‘The dreams of the youthful réformers
of three years earlier héd turned into disappointing illusions.
All expectétions of a great cultural flbwering émong the Peruviah
workers or a radical moral transformabion among the Indians had
now been abruptly curtailed and frustrated. Furthermore, by
exilingwﬁhe'reformers, the government had effectively forstalled
any immediate revival of a populaf educational movement fbr wofker
érfIndians. Yet, as the events of the next few‘years were to !
demonstraté, the government had underestimated the creatiye capa-
city and zeal of the deported students. TFor in exile fhey would
briﬁg into existence a political mo#ement which not only fulfilled
the original objectives of the Popular Universiiy on a much vaster
SCale, but which aléo becane thé moét'powerful mass movemént in
modern Peruvian history, the Alianza Popular Egyg;gglgggxig_gmgglé

cana, popularly known as the Apra or the Aprista movement.

L2




CHAPTER V

- THE POPULAR_UNIVERSITY AND THE APRISTA MOVEMENT
. ~ :

victor Raul Haya de la Torre Was nearing the eighth year
of his exile from his native land when he heard the news of the
fall of Legula. The years of éxile had been productive. Haya and
his companions in éxile had utilized that period to build up an
efficient and disciplined party apparatus which was geared to go’
into action the moment the way was cleared in Peru. ,

“ Haya made use of those years to school himself through‘widé
travel and reading. After he proclaimed the principal points of
his Aprista program in Mexico in 1924, he visited Russia where he
was impressed by the achievements of ﬁhe‘new wbrker's state, al-
though he wasvfar less enthusiastic about the possibility of ap-
plying Russian Communism to Latin America.l‘ Aftef a trip‘through
Switzerland and‘Italy, hé reached England in 1925, In Londonfhei
studied’at the University of London and wrote his first afticle in7,i
English, "What is Apra" in the Labour bour Monthly. 2 “‘_‘ |
From Lonaon Haya went to Paris where he establlshed the

first Aprlsta cell, composed of Peruvian students and writers

e ]

lH"ya de 1g Torre, Imnres1ones de la Inzlaterra Tmperial-
51stg y. la 5u51a Soviética (Buenos Aires: Coleccion Claridad
"A001on y Critica, 1932)

2Haya de la Torre, "What is Apra?" Labour Monthly (London)}
Vol. 8, (December, 1926), 756- 7)9
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living in Paris.3 In»Jenuarv, 1926, the Aprista cell of Paris
‘Jstaged the first antl 1mperlallst congress of the movement. Tnev
Aprlsta ideology was developed during long hours of debate and
discussions at meetings held by the Aprista‘cell in Paris. In
1927,Haya attended the World Anti-imperiaiist Congress in Brussels
in which he engaged in debates with communists on the correct
tactics for dealing with imperialism. It was here'that Haya de-
finitively rejected the communist solution to the problen of in~

perialism;h He systematically deveioped his own thinking on the

subject of' imperialism in his first book, Por la Emancipacion_de
la América Lgping, which he published in 1927 shortly after a
visit to the United States.? After a trip to Mexico and Central
Ameriea, Haya was apprehended in the Canal Zone by the police and
deported to Germany where he remained until 19314_ |

The years of exile afforded Haya time to think and reflecg
on the main ideas of his Aprista program. His extensive travels,
while they did not effect any major change in the essentials of
his ideology, did glve him a greater world perspectlve and aware-
ness of the real complexity of the problems of underdeveloped
lcountries. He made many friends in the very nations which posed

the greates imperielistic "threat' to Latin America, England and

3cossio deirPomar, p. 132.

% hHaya de la Torre, El Antiimperiglismo y el Apra (Santlago
de Chile: editorial Editorial Er01lla, 1936), P.

I

5003510 del Pomar, p. 169




’the United Stetes. Pafﬁly as a result of these frienaships‘and‘e
vpartly as a result of his own extensive studies in the economics ‘
of 1mper1allsm, he found it necessary to reaect any/conspiratorial
notion of 1mperiallsm and to describe 1mper1a11sm as a purely
economic phenomenon whlch results from the imbalance in the tech~;
nologlcal and economlc development of the nations of the world.
Haya consistently refused to turn his own brand of antiimperialism
into xenophobic diatribes, but preferred to restrain~hie attacks
to systems and institutions;6 ' ,

. His decision to convert the Popular ReVOlutionary’Alliance
{of America into a political party designed to win power in Peru
lwas the pretext that José Carlos Maridtegui used to break with |
Haya'endvform'his own Socialist Party in 1929,'along with Budocio
kRavines and Ricardo Martinez de 1a Torre;7 Mariétegui strongly
objected to the middle class element in the Aprista movement and
to Haya's more moderate stance toward imperialism. Other_formef
professors of the Popular Universities began to part company with
the Apra for the same ideological regsons. Nicolds Terreros and
Jacobo Hurwitz broke with Haya invMexico and joined the Communist
International.8 |

After the fall of Leguia the Apristas set about feverishly

6Haya de la Torre, Ideologia Aprista, p. 106.
7Pike,‘pp. 236-237. e
8Martinez de la Torre, Vol. II, p. 281, v i 1gu,‘f




creating an effectlve party apparatus w1th1n Peru that could carry -

them to v1ctory in the promlsed up-coming pres1denu1a1 elections.

On September 21st, 1930, the Partido Aprista Peruand’was offlciall o

established and legalized. Luls Heysen and Manuel Seoane returnedfy;

from exile immédiately to help organize the great campaign to w1n-y"

power. Seoane, who was to assume a role only second to that of

Haya until his death in 1963, founded the new organ of the Aprista

party, Lg Tribuna. In March, 1931, ‘Sanchez Cerro left for Furope

in self- 1mposed exile after a dispute with the other military

leaders in his interim government, but he returned six months

later to oppose Haya inrﬁhe contest for the presidency. Haya him~f

self did not return to Peru until August, 1931, a scant two months|

before the elections to be held in October.

The appearance of the Aprista movement 1n Peru in 1930
aroused w1despread interest and enthuslasm both in Peru and
throughout the rest of Latln America. In the estimation of many
the movement representec the most novel and promising hope of .
social redemption for the laborlng peasants and workers of Latln
‘Amerlca since the Mexican revolution. Indeed, the Aprista movemen
'set an unusual number of precedents in modern Latin Amerlcan his-
}tory. Tt was the first self-declared antiimperialist movement in
Latin America.9 It was the first movement in Latin America to

lexpressly dedicate itself to the task of unifying all of the

9Haya de 1la Torre, El Antiimperialismo y el Apra, D. 81.?
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twenty republics of that continent .into oﬁe great nation-state.lO
It Waslthe firét movement to attempt to apply the ideals and
radical sbcial,ahd agrarian programs of the Mexican/févblution |
outéide,of Mexico. Finally, in the Qpinion of mény, the Peru&ian-
Aprista moveménﬁ was the first}real modern political’party‘in -
Latin America.11 |

The "Maximum", or generél program for all of Latin America
was first proposed on the founding day of the movement,'May 7,'
1924, It contained five principal demands:
(1) Action against Yankee Imperialism.
(2) Unityrof Latin America.
(3) Progressive Nationalization of Lands and Industries.
(%) Internationalization of the Panama Canal.

(5) Solidarity of tge Oppressed Peoples and Classes of
Latin America.l i '

As Haya envisioned his movement, it was to be a great
united front of the oppressed classes of all of Latin America --
the Indians, the city workers, the lower middle class -—-whidh
would overthrow the entrenched oligarchies in each nation of Latin
America and then unite'together into one g;eat antiimperialist
state td control and moderate the inroads of foreign imperialism

in Latin America. This antiimperialist state, in ¢onfofmity with |

OHaya‘de la Torre, Ideologia Aprista, p. 121.
11

Victor Alba, p. 276.

121ufs Alberto Sdnchez, Victor Raul Haya de la Torre o El

. Eolitico (Santiago de Chile: Editorial Ercilla, 193%), pp. 108-109f
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the aetual histofical deVelobment of Latin America, could not
p0381bly be the great classless worker's utopia forﬁtola by
Nicolai Lenln,‘for Latln America wvas still a multi-class contlnent
still struggling to emerge from an agrarian stage of development.
Besides, as Haya has frequehtly pointed out, foreign imperialism,
for all the dangers that it poses for Latin America; also performs|
the beneficent role of laying the foundation for the ca?italiet |
stage'of Latin Ameriea's development 13 However; Haya was also
quick to point out that the a priori condition of controlling
foreign imperialism to insure that it did benefit Latin America
was a united Latin America. Without unity,'the twenty republics
would stand helpless before the colossus of the Northj; united,
they could deal effectively withtthe economic expansioniem of the } -
bigger, more industrialized nations of the world. 1k ! :

' Haya sought to ground this 1deology 1n a philosophical o
~seheme which nomblned elements of Spengler's notion of the evolu- ;
tion ef'eivilizatiohs and Einstein's theory of relat1v1uy. hec- 1
cording to the Aprista view of hlstory, man and society are funde—‘
mentally conditioned by their historical and geographical milieu.
The laws according to Which each society develops'cannot'be found é
in any abstract universal netion; on the contrary, they must be

located in the actual reality of the}environment in which a given |

13Haya de la Torre, Ideologia Abrista, p. 17.

141pid,, p. 20, Lol coieg et e
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séciety finds itself. "TherefOre, the historical course of developt
“jment that a hlghly industrialized nation adopts w1ll dlffer radi-
cally from that of an underdeveloped nation of an entlrely diffe-
rent milieu. From this historical world-view, Haya deduced~the‘
conclusion that Lenin's predlctlon of the collapse of capitallsm '
as it nears its fulfillment in world imperialism applies only to
the big industrialized nations of the world, but does not at all
apply to the underdeveloped nations where imperialism is actually
the first stage of capitalism.15 | | |

Although the Apristas sought to integrate this historical
vision with their immediate program for Peru, they realized that
such an appeal to these rather abstract and grandiose ideals would
have little effect on the uneducated masses of Peruvian Indians
and workers from whom they must draw their support. Indeed, the
Aprista movement,AfOunded in exile, was relatively unknovwn inside
N peru before the fall of Legufa.l® Accordingly, Aprista strategy
rested on two main tactics to win popular support: a maséive,cam—
paign to popularize thelparticular application of Aprismo to the |
Perav1an situation, and a well directed propaganda effort to 1den~:
tify the party's candidate for the pr931dency Haya de la Torre,
with the great mass of Peruvian people.

In spite of repeated claims that the Apra was a party of |

151bid., p. 17 , |
16003310 del Pomar, D. 213. '_ N L.f




pfinCiﬁles andvnot of caﬁdillos, Haya de la Torre was hailed by
fmany as the new riSihg caudillo of Latin America.l7, He was far
more weil known in Peru before 1930 thah his Aprista/;fogram. The
Peruvian workers and Indlans still remembered him as the student
1eader who intervened on thelr behalf in the strike for the e1ght~(
hour day in 1919. But most of all, they remembered him as the
founder and rector of the Popﬁlar Universities. The workers of
Vitarte still remembered with nostalgia the old days of the Popﬁ—
lar Universityhin their town, and each yeaf a faithful remnant of
workers from Lima and Vitafte would gather to celebrate the annual

Fiesta de la Planta in January.l8

Haya returned to Peru in August, 1931, amid popular ac-
lamations from workers and Indians in‘the different towns and
cities he vieited. On August 30th the first national party con-
gress of the Apra proclaimed the Aprista program for Peru before
30,000 spectators in Lima. The effort to establish an efficient
and disciplined party organization had been a great success in
spite of the short time span in which it was accomplished. One
reason for the rapidity with which the 'new movement had taken root
Wae that it was composed of in large part by former professors and
students of the Popular Universities. Haya de la Torre had fre-

v qgently acknowledged this histOrical continuity between the

17carleton Beals, "Aprismo: The Rise of Haya de la Torre"
in Foreign Affairs, XIII (January 1935), 236— :

18L1bextgd, February 9, 1931, p. 2 P ff"ﬂ'f ‘ f:: iyf
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Pdpﬁlar University'and'the Aprista movement. 1In his speech before
“|the party congress in August, Haya pointed to the origins of the

/
@arty in the university reform movement and the Popular University:

Nuestro Partido proviene del gran movimiento cultural de.
las Universidades Populares, fundadas aqui en 1921, que
fueron resultante social de la igntlnental Reforma
Universitaria 1n101ada en 1918,

Again, years later Haya traced the history of hls-movement
from the university reform of 1918 to the protest campaign of the
lPopular Universities in May, 102J, to the Aprista movement:

Y en el Peru, donde el movimiento (de la Reforma Unlver31-

taria) alcanzo dimensiones 51ngulares -dada la reaccion que

€l provoco en la docencia oliggrquica de la Universidad

Mayor de San Marcos, baluarte de 1lg plutocracia feudal
limeha~- su primera victoria culmino con el Congreso

Nacional de Estudiantes del Cuzco de 1920. El establecid

la Universidad Popular, poco después enaltecida con el

nombre procer de Gonzalez Praéa, y en élla se estruc-

turd un dindmico frente unlco de trabajadores manueles e

intelectuales, que recibio su bautismo de sangre el 23

de mayo dg 1923, y de cuyas filas salimos los fundadores

del Apra.

Clearly, then, in the mind of the founder of both the
[Popular University and the Aprista mbvement there was a Strong
[direct link between the two. Indeed, nearly all the top leaders
lof the Aprista movement had been involved at one time or another
in the Popular University: Lufs Heysen, Manuel Cox, Oscar Herrera,
ffanuel Seoane, Alcides Spelucin, and Haya himself. When the

"irst Party Congress of 1931 revealed the Aprista program for Peru]

Haya de 1a Torre, Politica Aprista, p. 43.

20Haya de 1a Torre, Ideologia Aprista, p. 95. e v ‘, 
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it becamé cleaf.thét thetnew movement was also profoundly indebfed
. ideolOgically to the Popular University as well. k N |

 In his speech‘on August 30th, Haya termed thg‘Aprista
party a "Irente Unico de Trabajédores Manueles e Intelectuales".?l
The influence of Manuel Gonzdlez Prada was again apparenﬁ here as’
it had been in the student congress of 1920. The phrase called to
mind his notion of the union of the workers and intellectuals in
|society in a common fight for social justice. The phrasé also
brought to memory the successful alliance of students and workers
in 1919 and in the Popular Universities in 1921. The students
symbolized for Haya the middle class component of the Aprista par-
ty, and the city'workers and the Indians th labored in the
country were collectively termed "manﬁel laborers".

Haya himself had first coined the phrase in a speech which
he gave in the University of Trujillo shortly after his return
from his trip to Uruguay in 1923.22 But the term did not acquire
its later great significance for the future Apristas ﬁntil'the
events of May, 1923 imbued it with strong emotional and ?sycholof
gical overtones. Haya had unified the protesting élements during
that fateful month under the common denomihatioh, "Frente Unico de
Trabajadores Manueles e Intelectuales". The protest movement led -

| 2liaya de 1a Torre, Polltica Avrista, p. 35. "Bl Frente
Unico" may be roughly rendered in English as the "United Front',
although the word, "unico" in Spanish also connotes uniqueness or

'singularity, which are not carried over in the English word,
"united". : f : L

22 ., S )
“2Sanchez, Haya de la Torre y el Apra, p. 115.




T

. 105
to the iﬁprisbnment an& éxile of the leading inétigatdrs of the
*protest but the vision of the workers, peasants, students, and
lower mlddle class joining together into one great afliance to
combate the ollgarchles of each Latin American nation and the grip
of international imperialism on Latin America had already been
firmly implanted in the minds of the young exiles.

‘The Aprista movement was concéived of structurally as a
united front of the oppressed classes of Peru. The leitﬁoﬁiﬁ of
the campaign and the movement was social justice for these op-
pressed classes. The "Mlnlmum Program" or the Immediate Plan of
Action was an elaborate and carefully constructed blueprint whlch
purported to solve or attempt to attend to all the major problems
of these marginal groups in Peruvian_éociety.

A superfiéial examination of the miniﬁum program did not
éeem to offer much to a struggling middle class. The program
called for the nationalization of the means of transportaﬁion5f
tight governmenﬁ control of imports and exports, government inter-
vention in industry and commerce, heavy protective tariffs, des-
Lruction of all monopolies.23 But in 1931 Peru was suffering the
effects of the Great Depression which was afflicting the western
world at that time. VThe lower middle dlass, which was already‘bef
1leagured by the monopolistic grip>of foreign concerns, felt the

pinch even more severely when the capital which these concerns

23Haya de la Torre,_PolitiCa Aorista, pp. 1k-16. B
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helped circulate was cut off by the depression. By'l931 the
fmiddle class had mucn to galn by government regulation of the
foreign companies and the flow of capltal from the cduntry.

This appeal to the lower middle class was no opportunistic
profitting from the plight of a depressed class on the part of thel
Aprista party. On the contrary, the Popular University had begun
as a project of middle class university students who felt that
they had a duty to the poorer classes. These same middle class
leaders were not the chief spokesmen of the lower classes in Peru
ten years later. It was precisely the Aprista's emphasis on the‘,f
role of the middle class as the vahguard of the lower classes that
occasioned their break with the communists.

The Aprista appeal to both the middle class and the lower
class tended to confuse the opposition. The party was accused of
communlst tendenc1es wvhen it seemed to favor the latter, and of
fascist tendencies when it seemed to favor the former.2LF However,
this was mere labelllng without regard to the specific hlsuorlcal
origins of the\Apra. While it is true that the Apra made use of a
modified MarXism and seemed to imitate certain external modes of
conduct then in vogue among the Italian and German fascists, it is
not true that the Apfa drew its principal inspiiétion for either
Russian Communlsm or uaropean fascism. The basic Aprista ideoiogy,

stems from the experience of the Popular UnlverSLtles wkich were

241pia., pp. 148, 151.
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founded at a'time when hotvtoo much was'knownwof international
Jcommunism or Italian fasc1sm A

If it were not for the 1nclu51on of the mldd{e class ele-
ment, some of the fears that the Apra was pro—commanist might have
been 5ustified in light of thesmass of pro*labor legislation which
the mlnimum program proposed for the Peruvian worker. The minimum
program stated that the purpose of the state is to guarantee the
llfe, health, well-being and education of the working classes, ‘and
to do away with human exploitation.25 The Aprista state wvas
clearly designed to be a socialist state with the care and protec-|
tion of the working class as its prime function. The program
called for a whole series of specific.reform‘measures to QCCbmf
plish.this‘end. The establishment of a social security system
for all workers; an obligatory day of rest each week for all
WOrkers, annual paid vacations, a minimum salary for all regions
of Peru, oblxgatory 1nstallatlon of sanitary and first ald ser- '
vices for the workers in all plants are among some of the reform
measures proposed.26 |

At one point in the campaign Haya lectured on the great
advances of the Labor party of England, thus indicating his

familiarity with the labor reform programs in other parts of the

251pid., p. 10.
26Ibido, ppo 20"21. :
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world.27‘ During his yeere of exile heehed made a point of
Astudying»the different labor systems and movement in @he.countries
lhe vieited, ang ﬁndoubtedly he derived many ideas frgh hie obser-
vations. Yet the fundamental need ﬁo fight for the rights and
better working conditions of the laboring'class had long ago been’
impressed upon him. As a key figure in the fight for the eight—v
hour'day Haya displayed a deep sympathy for the plight}of'the
Peruvian worker. As Rector of the Popular University'twolyears
later he came to realize the inadequacy of his Popular University
to achieve a total and lasting.improvement of the lot of the |
workers. He described how he came to the'reelization that the
fight to eliminate pfoblems regarding hygiene emohg the workefs
was futile as long as it did not address itself fadically to the
economic and social situation that gave rise to these problems in
the first place: | | ’ o

| En las Universidades Gonzdlez Preda, nosotfos enserabamos
higiene, por ejemplo, pero nos encontrabamos con que la
falta de higiene en la vida de un obrero era generalmente
y siemgre,zgn‘su mayor parte, resultado de eu condicion
econbdmica. -
This discovery led logically to the conclusion that ife
most of the economic problems of the workers Stemmed from the\

social situation of the country, then any progfam which really

intended to alleviate their problems must necessarily become a

271pid., p. 80.

28Haya de la Torre, Construyendo el Aprismo (Buenos Aires:}
Editorial Claridad, 1933), p. 169. » o L
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politicai campaign to reStructure the social system. In EOggtxq—
Ax“ndo el Ag—lsmo, Haya writes: '

. La obra de las Unlversidades Populares del Pééu se concretf
en gran parte a ensenar a los trabajadores a derribar el
actual sistema social que impide que las Univergidades
Populares realicen una obra integral de educacidn entre
los trabajadores. Cuando la clase trabajadora Peruana
haya derribado del poder a la actual clase dominante, las
Universidades Populares Gonzilez Prada podran cumplir su
programa de veras. :

The Popular University was originally conceived as‘a cul—vﬁ
turalAproject4to educate and‘inspire the worker to improve his own}
condltion in life. But the logic of the situation called for re-
volution when the Popular University discovered that not all of
the worker's problems were due to himself, but rather to the social
system in which he 1iVed The Aprista movement was essentially '
nothing else but a continuation in the polltlcal sphere what the
Popular Unlvers1ty had begun to do 1n the cultural sphere, namely }

|
to elevate and improve the condltlon of the Peruv1an worker. 1
The third class of Peruvians which the Aprista movement‘ 
lc1aimed to represent and defend was the Indians. The Apristas
were so successful in identifying their cause with that of the.
Indian population that Aprismo very nearly_became synomymous with
‘Indigeg‘smo. The cult of Indigenismo in Peru was already in voguei
in 11terary circles before the turn of the century. Nbvels, such

as Clorinda Turner s Aves sin Nido romantlcized the Andean Indian:

and his folklore. In the realm of historical speculation, Luis

S—

29Thid., p. 170, oo s e
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Vélcarcel and Antenor Orfego wrote works in which they predicted'
‘1the emergence of the Indlan—mestlzo element in Latin Amerlcan

/ 30

society as the dominant trait and motif of the future.”  In the
area of politics, both Victor Andrés Belatinde and José de la Riva
Aguero called for a greater concern on the part of the government-
for the Indian. Riva Agliero felt that the govermnment should adopt
a paternalistic system to care for the Indians somewhat modelled
on paternalistic system of the Incas.3l Jose Carlos Marlategul
virtually identified Indigenismo with socialism. He was the first

figure to attract a popular following for his ideas, but.in view

of his rejection of middle class participation in the coming re-

volution, he never really posed any serious threat to the govern-

ment, which had more fear of a small gfoup of well-educated uni-
versity students than a mob of uneducated Ind1ans.32

The Aprista movement, which borrowed many of Marlategul s
ideas, was the first mass movement in Peruvian history to popular-

ize and make political capital out of the cult of Indigenismo.

The actual specific references to the problems of the Indian in th

minimum program do not seem radical at all. The section devoted
|to the Indian problem called for the "Redemption of the Indians"

and the incorporation of the Indian into the life of the nation.33

30pike, p. 23k.
311pid., p. 205
321bid., p. 24%1.

33Haya de la Torre, Politica Aofista, Pp. 23—2%; ,"“

U




,It.¢alied for goVernment5protection of the lands of the Ihdians,‘
A anouragement‘of the use of native arts ahd language, the foste-
ring of ihdustry among the Indians and the abolition(gf élcoholism
among the Indians. But‘thé really radical meésures affecting the
Indian were to be found elsewhere in the minimum program and in
Haya's speeches. Under "Agrarian Questions;l the program called
for the expropriation of oversized ;ggiiggglg and the repartition
of the lands to small property owners, which in the case of Peru
would. be the Indians. The program also called for state inter-
vention to settle disputes:between great and small land-owners,

3k

obviously to insure Justice for the latter. Under "bdhcatlon"
the program called for the establishment of agrlcultural schools
and other such spec1allzed schools for the working population:

Crearemos granjas-escuelas, institutos de comercio e

industrias, universidades populares, escuelas nocturnas

y dominicales, editoriales pedagoglcas, bibliotecas

populares fijas y ambulantes; misiones ambulantes para

~la difusidn de los conocimientos elementales de agr1cul~

tura.35 .

The proposal to‘establish popular universities in this
wproviéion quite clearly indicates that the Aprista movement wished
to revive, support and extend to the whole country the very cul-
tural center from which it had sprung. One other measure which
Sﬁggests a prophetic insight into a future problem was a proposal

for a scientific study to be made to find ways and means of con-

M1pid., pp. 17-18.

351bid., pp. 22-23.
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troiing“and planning the Indian migrations from the mountain re-
{gions to the coast. 36 |

| In raising the banner of Igdlgenlgmo Haya was but echoing
the sentlments he had expressed ten years earlier in the Popular\ 
University. The}Popular Uhiversity struggled to incorporate the
Peruvian Indian into the life of the nation by bringing the bene-
fits of national culture to him. But more than that, the Popular
University strove to inculecate in the.Iﬁdian pride in hiﬁself and
in his past. The Popular Universities taught Quechua, fostered
native Indian dances and songs, ana glorified Peru's Indian past.
Even more 81gn1f1cantly, the Popular Universities became a forum
where the Indians could léarn of the existence of their rights as
Peruvian citizens through céntact with the zealous social mission-
aries from San Marcos.  :he Popular University was the critical‘
juncture in Peruvian history where tﬁe,Indian met for the first
time on an equal basis with the middle class white man. ar

The didactic methods employed in the Popular UniVérsityn,

take‘on greatér importance when placed in this dramatic context.
Haya énd his companion professors labored to break down the pas-
sivity of the Indians who' came to hear them lecture. Through 4
patient effort they soon had their eager listeners respondinguback
discussing what they had learned, and even debating with théir

teachers. }In time the Indians themselves prepared and gave

361pid., pp. 27- 28 - i L 1
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'lectureévto théir'fellow;students. This experience of give and ;
Jtake on an equal basis with university students and the practice

of léadership provided by the Popular University imﬁgrted to the

Indian a new sense of self-confidence and pride which he had neVer'\

known before.37 A lasting spirit of comradeship developed between
the Indian students and the young university students who came to
teach them. So strong wés the sympathetic identification of one
group with the other that in 1931 the epithet, "Cholo bafato",
which literally means "cheap peasant!, becgme a designation of
pride not merely for the Indians but for all rank and file of the
|Aprista movement. |

The Aprista movement not only took the lead in fostering
a new Indigenismo but also became the first political movement in
Peru to vigorously campaign for women's rights. The Aprista mini-
mum program demanded that WOmen be aécorded the right to OCCupy‘
any position in public life and the right to receive the same
salary and privilegés as male workers.38 Signifiqantly,'a large
‘_proportion of the workers who attended the sessions of the Popu-
lar University were women, in sharp contrast to the nearly complet

absence of women at the big universities of Peru at that time.3?

The enemies of the people as they Apristas defined them in

37Victor Ratdl Haya de la Torre, Private Interview held
August 11th, 1967,

3%1aya de la Torre, Politica Aprista, pp. 11, 22.

3%Roberto Delgado Valenzuela, Private Interview held July’| |

3%

26, 1967. Dr. Delgado was a professor in the Popular University.
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1931 wefeethe same enemies that the student-professors of the
: Popular!Universitieslhad singled out in 1923. The political critit
eisms of the leaders of the Popular University werefgecessarily
|veiled in the beginning, but after the events of May, 1923, they
became far more outspoken. 1In 1921 Haya called upon his fellow
etudents at San Marcos to join in his campaign to fight for social
Justice, but he did not specifically designate against whem or
what the fight was to be waged. But during the protest campalgn
,of May, 19?3 he very specifically denounced the civilista reglme
fof President Legula and Peruvian clericalism. Later, from his
exile, Haya declared that the Popular Universities were to be the |
Jhistorical vanguard of the fight of the oppressed classes of Latin
America against international Imperialism: |
~ Se habia ya enun01ado el hecho econdmico del 1mner1a11smo‘
pero no sus caracterlstlcas de clase y la tactica de lucha
para defendernos de €l. De las Universidades Populares
"Gonzalez Prada" se lanza la primera voz en este sentido,
en 1923, invocando la unidn de la Juventud de trabajadores
manueles e 1ntelectaa1e§ para una accidn revolu01onar1a
contra el imperialismo.™0O
In fact, Haya even envisaged the Popular University as a
Ivanguard of the Aprista movement itself. He saw the Popular Uni¥
Versity-perfoyming_the vital role of prepafing the consciousness
of the people to rise up against the entrenched oligarchies in
Jeach Latin American nation as the final step before the unificatio:
LPOHaya de la Torre and Jose Ingenieros, Teoria v Tactlca
lae la Accidn Renovadora v Antiimperialista de 1la Juventud en

vAmezlcg Latina (Buenos Aires: Publicaciones "Centro Estudlanues
de Ciencias Economicas, 1928), p. 30.




¥

| ©115

of»all'ﬂatin America into one gfeat antiimperialist’state b1

-At least 1n one area, however, the Apra modified 1ts
‘sociel criticism. The earlier rabid antlclerlcallsﬁ/of the Popu-
lar Unlver31ty days was glossed over and tactfully ignored by the
Apristas in the campaign of 1931. Whlle it is true that they
never entirely escaped the accusation of belng anticlericals, Haya
and the other members of the Aprista high command malntalned a
polltlcal silence on the subject of Church—State relations. The
party program had signalled a radical departure from past hlstory
by calling for the complete separatlon of Church and State, but
the Aprista leader denied that this necessarily implied any'kind
of antlclerlcalism.42 Undoubtedly, the memory of Haya's crusade

to dlsrupt the progected Consecration of Peru to the Sacled Heart

in 1923 provided the basis for the accusatlons that the Apristas |

were anticlerical. However, the Apristas never proposed any

legislation which remotely suggeeted any kind of governmept'intef~

ference with the Church.
| Ironically, however, it was not the Aprista's lack of .

religion that 1nst111ed fear in their enemies, but rather their ex|

cess of cruaadlng zeal. The Aprlstas never considered their move-

ment a mere political party, but rather they concelved it as a

great social crusade to redeem the oppressed classes of Peru. Like

Lkl.l..b.la‘i_:. sy De 26.

MZHaya de la Torre, 1§eologia Aprista, pp; 185—186;

i
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évery-Cfusade,5thére wésian air of revivalistic fervor and self-
righteoﬁs:idealism that pervaded the movement. The Aprg»had‘its
own éode of personal morality and asdeticism bindiné’on'éll its
members, which in many details bordered on the puritanical. The
Aprista campaign with its mass assemblies, a novelty in Perﬁ in
i931, songs, marches,'pagéantry and strident oratory was permeated
with a strong note of moralism and messianism, Nowhere is this
agressive self-righteousness better expressed than in thé dogmatic
and apocalyptic slogan with which Haya concluded all his speecheé,
"sdlo el Aprismo salvara el Perul"

Throughout the campaign Haya emphasized his belief that |
the Apra Was no mere political party, but a movement and a cru-
sade.h3 On October eighth, the day of the election fraud by
Sdnchez Cerro, Haya addressed the Apristas of Trujillo. He asff
sured his dismayed followers that the Apra was not defeated be-
lcause its mission was not fo win poiitical victories, but rather
to reach the conscience of the people first: i

Quienés han creidokqug 1a Unica mision del aprismo era

llegar a Palacio, estan equivocados. A Palacio llega

cualquiera, porgue el camino de Palacio se¢ compra con Oro

o se conquista con fusiles. Pero la misidén del aprismo

era llegar a la conciencia del pueblo antes que llegar a

Palacio. Y a la cogﬁieneia del pueblo no se }lega’ni con

oro ni con fusiles.

The mission of the Apra was not to "arrive at the Palace"

"“31bid., pp. 94-96.
bhrpig., p. 108. e
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'bthto'éeach.and eieVateitheipeople. - The Apra wbuld still govern
"Peru, Haya declared, because to govern meant to educate, inspire
iand redeem the people, and the Apra alone could perf;rm that his-
‘torlc task. The Popular University began as a cultural mlSSlon~
and ended as a political-social crusade in the Apfista.movement.

The Apra declared that its first mission was to teach and en-

'lighten the people, then govern. This sense of a mission to teach|

'the people was so strong that Haya even defined the Aprista party
as one great "Partido-Escuela", whose principal task was to edu-
cate and 1life the cultural level of the Peruvian people.hs In a 
very true sense, fhe Aprista movement saw itself as one great
Popular University for ail of Peru. »

- Though created as an educational project, the Popular
University was never content to restrict itself to the task of
merely teaching the workers how to read or write, but insisted on
imparting to them an integral formation which touched all aspects
of their life. Thus, the Popular University impressed upon the
workers the need for personal cleanliness, physical exercise, per-
sonal honesty in their dealings with others, and self-contrél as
the key to self-improvement. This emphaéié on personal self-
improvement explains in large part the similar importance which th
Apriétas placed on self—discipline as a key to national‘fe—gené-

ration, as well as their emphasis on moral and physical fitness,

“5Ibid., p. 192. o | e
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»thé'avoidance of intoxiCEting liquors, and‘honeéty in the govefn—
ment Thls also eknlalns the prominent place glven publlc sani-
'tatlon and hyglene in the Aprista mlnlmum program of 1931. The
program cglled for the creatlon of institutions to combate epidé—
mics, malarié and venereal diseases, the éstablishments of re- |
éional clinics to bring the advances of modern medicine to thé
Indians, and the fostering of a national sports program. It also
fcalled for a state-supported campaign to curd alcoholismaand the
use of narcotics.L+6
The emphasis which the Apristas placed on personal self-
discipline was complemented by a gieat stress on self-sacrifice to
the interests of the group. The code of action for the Aprista
youth exalted‘personal dedication to the party and the nation, as
the eighth precept indicates: "Nothing for me, all for a new Peru,
Just and free".q7_ The Aprista movement placed a great deal of
impbrtance on internal party solidarity and promoted a spirit of
fraternity within the ranks. The Apristas addressed each other as
Mcompanion®, and their slogans and songs paid tribute to the
ideals df unity, solidarity and self-sacrifice for the barty. The
Iparty sought to further stimulate this sense of fraternity by or-

ganizing camping trips and picnics for the rank and file of the

"61bid., pp. 25-26

: +7Harry Kantor, El Mov1m1ento Aprista Peruano (Buenos ~
Alre3° Edltorlal Pleamar, 196%), p. 22k.




party, even during the days of persecutlon h8

. The esprit de corps which characterized the Aprlsta move-}

ment in 1931 was due in part to the general excitement generated"%
'by the heat of the political campaign. But the cohesion and soii-%?f
darity whieh characterized the movement after its defeat and per-‘]:
secution under Sdnchez Cerro and Benavides suggests a stronger

historical basis for this near religious esprit de corps. The

strong sense of fraternity which held the Apristas together during
thét\trying period was but a continuation of the same strong sense
of camaraderie of the Popular University days. No doubt Haya was
influenced in part by his contact with the Y.M.C.A. of Lima and
the Protestentvmoral ethic through hislfrient, John Mackay, when
he nromoted the ideals of brotherhood and moral and physical fit-
ness in Popular University. But more directly, his own experiencel
with the workers in 1919 and in the Popular University itself led
him to see the need for these qualities of the Indians and workers
were ever to 1ift themselves up and become an enlightened citi-
zenry.”9- |
The best evidence attesting to the sincerity of the Aprisét
tas in their mission to educate the people was their revival of |
the Popular Universities immediately after their return from exile,
in 1931. The origin of the new Popular University was, of coufse,
br8Orestes Rodrlguez, Private Interv1ew held in 1967. El1

Sr. 'Rodrlguez is the current Rector of the Gonzalez Prada Popu’ar
University in Lima. -

h9Hayq de la anre, Pr1va+e Interview held August Jl 196/54
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dramatiéa11y différent f}om the first one. The first Popular‘Uni*
versity was a cultural mbvement that gave rise to a political
movement,dbut thé second Popular University was a cé%atibn of that
‘}same political movement. ‘ | _

The Vice-Rector of the Popular University in 1933, Gor-
éillo‘Zuleta, announced in an editorial that the Popular Univer-
sities formed an integral part of the Aprista party's campaign to
educate the people. He further stated that the end of the Univer-
sity was to educate the Peruvian people, raise their moral stan- |
dards, inculcate in them a love for their éountry, wage a var
against the use of aléoholism, and.prepare the people to lead ’
nonest lives as citizens of the country.so

However noble and disinterested the ends of the new Popu-
lar University were, its life was as secure or insecure as the
party with which it was associated. }One of the first acts of
Sanchez Cerro after assuming power in 1931 was to harfass.and
eventually close down the Popular Universities. When the Aprista
members of the parliament protested this action, the dictator .‘
seized the occas1on as a pretext to expel twenty-three of them
from parllament in February, 1932. 51 Shortly afterwards the Ap~ :
rista movement entered its first period of underground existence
from l933—l945, interrupted by a brief breathing spell after tﬁe

assassination of Sdnchez Cerro in 1933.

e

504p a, Bditorial, November 30, 1933, p. ll

ﬁk)l ra, November 12, 1933, p. 5. Ll ,>5' ; .
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| ' During the periéd of "Clandestinidad", as the Apristas
term those years, theyPopULar University lived a sha@owy existence
‘functionihg in the homes of Apristas at night. ,Undér Séhchez Cerr

there were no less than five Popular Universities operating in

different parts of Lima. To avoid suspicion, the Apristas conti--|}

nually shifted their meetings to different houses week after week.
Under these éircumstances, it was inevitable that the meetings
tended to subordinate cultural topics to political questions.s2
After é brief period of relaxation under Oscar Benavides,
the Popular Universities were agaln 1orced underground in March

1193k, However, the Apristas contlnued to display occasional pub-

1lic symbols of re31stance, such as the annual commemoration of thej

Fiesta de la Planta. When the government closed down the railroad}

to Vitarte and detained the public busses to prevent the Apristas
from holding the annual commemoration on January 28th, 1934,'thé
Aprista taxi-cab drivers from all over Lima transported nearly'

13,000 Aprista workers to attend the ceremonies in Vitarte.53,_Evi—

dently, the esprit de corps of the o0ld days of the Popular Univer-}

sity was still quite strong.
Maintaining the Popular University during a period of open
persecution required a combination of discipline, ingenuity and

outright boldness, The Aprista's senSe of mission and solidarity

52Oresteo Rodriguez, Private Interview held on July # 196

53 Apra, Februqry 1, 1934g p. 3. i -i T xf

—




R _ , ; . . : 122
could hardly be better illustrated than by the establishment and
.|maintenance of a Popular Unlver51ty on the Prison island of San
Lorenzo by Aprlsta prlsoners from 1942 until May, l9ﬁ5, when the
party was agaln officially legalized throughout Peru.sy

When Président Manuel Prado showed signs of relaxing;his :
éurveillance of the Apra late in 194k, the Popular Universities
made use of the opportunity to publically recopen on October 22,(‘
194,55 on January 22, 1946, the Popular University celebrated
with grand solemnity its twenty-fifth anniversary. An older but
still robust Haya, now thé leader of the most powerful political
party in Peru, and in the estimation of some the real power behind
the government of José Luis Bustamante y Rivero, addressed the ‘
thousands of young students and workers who attended the celeb-
ration. He paid tribute to the memory of Manuel Gonzalez Prada
and honored his v1dow, la Sra. Anita V. de Gonzalez, who attendeo
the ceremonies, as well as several of the first professors of the
Popular University. Reminiscing aloud, Haya pointed to the oonab
tinuity of the APRA with the Popular)Universitj, both of whioh.
traced their guiding inspiration to the collectivé wigsdom of the
people: " |

Nosotros declamos que habla que colact1v1zar la riqueza

intelectual y que debiamos repartir por deber lo que reci-

bimos por suerte. BEsta filosofia prosperd y élla fue el
sentido inicial de la obra (la Universidad Popular). Obra

i

L Suﬁolegin de lgs Universidades Populares Gonzdlez Prada
|pp. 3-*%. | s

551a_Tribuna, November 1, 194k, p. k.
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de Justicia Soc1al, que con51st1a en devolver al Pueblo loj
‘que del pueblo venia. Istoy seguro, companeros, que solo
teniendo en cuenta estos principios iniciales de las U.P.
puede comprenderse la Filosofia del Aprismo gue emana de
ella. Porque no solo surge como fraternidad en Frente
Unico de Trabajadores Manueles e Intelectuales, sino como
un Partido de Justicig Sgcial, prlmero el la cultura, y,-
despues, en la Economia. Ry
; The aura of good will and llberty enaoyed by the Aprlsta
party in the post-war years evaporated abruptly in October, 19k8
when General Manuel Odrla, fearful of grow1ngvAprlsta strength,.
ousted Bustamante and'seized power. The Popular Universityrreveréz .
ted back to the techniques of underground life, which was still '
fresh in the minds of all Apristas. In 1956, once again Manuel
Prado was béck in.the presidency and once again the Aprista party
was 1egallzea. ‘
The Popular Unlver31ty also began functioning again in
1956. The Popular University of Lima operates today as an adgunct
1to thé Aprista party headquarters, '"la Casa del Pueblo", under the
direction of the current National Secretary of the Popular Univer-
sities, Orestes Rodriguez. The Aprista party divides its labor
into two major types of organisms, "directive" organisms, Which
are concerned with policy-making, and “functional" organisms,‘which
are concerned with carrying out specific tasks. The Secretariate

of Popular Universities is one of these special sub-organs of the

party, along wvith the Secretariate of Public Ald, the'Secretariate

50Boletin de las Universidades Gonzdlez Prada. p. 1lh.
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»'of‘Labdi Unibns, étc.57’ The Popular University continues to give
free nocturnal classes to workers in the technical arts, Lnglish
'drawlng, etc. Each year Haya de la Torre dellvers é’serles of,
'lectures at the Popular University on such diverse‘subjects as £
jToynbee's concept of history and Aprista political ctrategy.

‘ Although the Popular University is a branch of the Aprista
party, party membership is not required of anyone wishing to make
use of the facilities of the Popular University. It is an irony"
of history that‘today the Popular University bears the stamp of
the Aprista party, for it is really the Aprista party that bears
{the stamp of the Popular University, which was the precursor, pro-

genitor and guiding inspiration of the Aprista movement.

57_gg~111a de Organ 1zg idn-Guia_ Practica para la_Or :
zacidén de Tos Comites del Partido. “(Lima: Editorial Rebelion, 1
1967), pp. 25-26. , o S |




CONCLUSION

| The Gonzalez Prada Popular Unlver81ty began/as a cultural
progect to educate the 1lllterate workers ano Indians of Peru and
ended as the greatest mass political movement in modern‘Peruv1an 1
history, the-Partido Aprista Peruano. "Haya de la Torre founded
the Popular Universities with dreams of transformlng Peru through
the spontaneous efforts of unlver51ty students to 1mpart the bene—ﬂ
fits of education and culture to Indians and workers, but when |
this dream was frustrated by police repr6351on, he and his com-
panions turned to politics to accomplish what they had been pre-
vented from doing through Drlvate 1n1t1at1ve. |

Most of the original ideology of the Popular Unlversity

was ‘indirectly inspired by the Unlver31ty reform movement of
Ccrdoba, and directly based upon the guldlng pr1n01ples which the
Peruvian university students developed at the student congress of
Cuzco in 1920. But the Popular University was more than‘ekmero
cransitional stege linking the university reform movement wigh the
JAaprista movement. The gregt significance of the Popular Unlver~
sity is that for the first time in Latin America the demandsJOfthe '
reformers of Cdrdoba regarding popular education for the maeses ]
vere putb into effect. The Popular University in Peru becane bcth.
‘a,testing ground for the ideals of the university reform movement

and a school of formation for the young university students who
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directed it. The Populaf University was a suCCess,'for'tﬁé'éﬁuQ'l
dents did succeed in reaching and stimulating the pegple{ ‘ThiéV u

experience of successful cooperation between university students

and the poorer classes of Peru both vindicated the university‘reQ\“

form movement and foreshadowed the Aprista movement, which con-

14

sidered itself a continuation and fulfillment of both the univer-
sity reform movement and the Popular University.

The Popular Universities were all but destroyed in 1924
and the Aprista movement rose up in Peru six years later in 1930.
The 1attef ﬁas but a céntinuation}of the former on a much larger
scale. The founders ahd leaders of both institutions were the
same. The ideology of the Aprista movement, for all the nuances
in interpretatidn that accrued to it during the years of exiie,"
vas still eésentially‘the same as that which had been worked-ouﬁ)
and tested in the Popular Uhiversity; The protest moVemeﬁt of
May, 1923, which was spearheaded by the Popular University, was
described by the instigators as a "United Front of Intellectual
and Manuel Laborers". The Apristas used the same nomenclature: to
describe their movement in 1931. The Popular University was a |
‘<project‘iﬁitiated by middle-class university.students to raisékthe
cultural level of the workers and Indians to prepare them to take
their just place in society. _The Aprista movement was a united
front of middleéclass, workers and Indians to fight for the just (

dues of each of these groups}

!

The theme of the students in 1921 was social justice for |




]

»thevlqwér classes. Théii principal instrument to achieVeTthisfehd g

was education;_ In 193l,>the theme of the Apristas was alﬁo'SQCial~A7

justice fdr\the lower classes, but this time their fﬁstrﬁment_wgg_ ff

§bth education and politics. The motto of the Popular University_ﬁég
jwas: "We have nordogma exéept social justice". This diffuse~ideaf‘} 
Tism of the students in 1921 became the disciplined realism of the 5
Apristas in 1931, who did have a dogma as regards the way‘in which‘v‘
they believed social justice was to be achieved~in Peru:“Aprismo |
lplone will save Perul". |

The Aprista movement grew out of the Popular University,
but so did the Communist party of Peru. The future rift between
Joqa Carlos Marlauegul, the founder of a soclalist party which be—'
[came the Communist. Uarty of Peru after his death in 1930, and Haya,
de la Torre was already apparent when Mariategui taugnt at the
Lopular University.  Mariftegui wanted to impose a strict onevciasé
ideology on the Pdpular University and he opposed Haya's ?blerant
admission of all ideologies within the Popular University, as well
as Héya's conviction that the fight'for social justiée could only
be won by enlisting both the middle and lower ciasées in it.
The Peruvian syndicalist movement began under the aegis of |
‘1the Aprista movement. The unofficial ailiancerof thé‘two‘move— |
ments dates back to the collaboration of the students and workérs
in the strike for the eight- -hour day in 1919. This solidarity of
worker v1th student was firmly sealed through contlnuaT frater—

¥

: n;zatlon in the Popular Unlver51t1es, In the Popular University




|the workers of Peru 1éafned the meaning of group solidérity:‘
discipline, two indispensible tools for success in the fighﬁhfbr;

labor's rights. The nebulous anarchism of the workers also gave

way to a we114defined Marxism in the Popular University undér“thé I
tutelage of José Carlos Mariétégui.

' Although the Popular University became immersed in poli-
tics'and ideologies toward the end of its existence aftéf May,
1923, it merits attention for what it ;epresehted"and accomplished
strictly as an educational center. It was the first center for
popular education in Peru and the first serious project to incor-
porate the Indians of Peru into national life. The life of the
Popular Universityywas‘too short to judge its impact in affecting
the educational levél of the workers and Indians who attended it.
¥But if education is taken in the wider senée of total self-develo-
’pment,fthen the Popular University did effect a veritable educét—l
ional revolution among the workers and Ihdians that it reached.
The Popular Universily was effective in awakening in the workers
and Indians a real desiré for self-improvement and participatidﬁ
in public affairs. The Popular University also stimulated the
'creation of a greater social consciousness among the student-
;workeré, which manifested itself in an increased awareness of in-
ternational probleis and ﬁost_of all, an increased love for theif
"natiVe Peru. The picnics and campouts of the Popular University

|were both an exercise in appreciation of the natural resources of i

'%yeru, as well as in«developing a sense of community among the
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workers”theméelves andiwith the students. It was predisely'this
sense of vocation to self-improvement, coupléd~with a strong‘,
§§Q£it de_corps, thét éccounted for the character“of/the'Aprista
movement as a'crusade or mission to teach the people in order to
prepare them to fight for their rights.
' . The Aprista.movement has traversed a stormy and turbulent
road since it first appeared as a major force in Peruviah'national
life in 1931. It has undergone yeafs of underground hiding and
persecution and tasted the bitterness of many frustrated bids for
power.. Its ideology, too, has been modified over the years, al-
though the general ideals that inspired the first Apristas still
prevail. The party and its leaders have mellowed over the years
since the first presidential campaign of 1931. The Apristas are
less doctrinaire, less obstinate and more flexible in their tac-
tics than in the days of their‘first>fervor.

As the Apra grows older, its origins grow dimmer inithe
memory'of most Apristas. But there are members of the old guard
who have noﬁ forgotten how the Apra began. On the night of July
21, 1967; Victor Radl Haya de la Torre addressed a mass meeting of
Jnearly a hundred thousand Apristas in the béntral plaza of Lima.
During the hour-long discourse, Haya ranged over a nmultitude of
tbpics, including the tense relations between the armed forces and
' the’Apra,vhhe status quo of the Aprista-dominated parliament, and
the many experiences of his six-month stay in Burope. The grand .

)

Jold leader of the party appeared %o héve lost ndne of his former
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‘energy énd vitélifyﬁasrhé,vigorouslngéSticulatéd to éXplain é'; 
point, or raised‘his7voice to a high-pitched crescen@o'to trium4H ?f
Phahﬁly drive his'péiﬁt home. Haya de la Torre is 5; énigmatiéfl |
leader who aséumeé'different roies at different times, but af maééiﬁ
assemblies,‘where he is Master of Ceremonies, he seems to act them7‘
,éll out all at once. .For some ﬁolitical obserVers, he is the
demogogue whd stages a show for the simple people who‘co@e to hear
him. For others, he is the old ideologue-philosopher who comments
on the problems of the world at largé. For still others, he is
the political strategist smoothing»over the difficult impasse be-
tween the army and the Apra. In a sense, he'plays all of these
roles and none of them. Most of all,-Héya is the teacher of the
:people. His demogogery is but his adroit use of pedagogic drama-
tism to arouse enthusiasm in his students. As the strategist, he
is the artful teacher who employs only the most convincing argu-
ments and logic to teach his class. As/the philosopher Haya is
the Master who illumineé the way to social Justice, This is .the
fole he is best at, for it is’the role he assumed when he founded

the Popular University and the Peruvian Aprista movement.
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