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PREFACE 

BY THE GENERAL EDITOR 

THE General Editor does not hold himself respon-
sible, except in the most general sense, for the 

statements, opinions, and interpretations contained in 
the several volumes of this Series. He believes that 
the value of the Introduction and the Commentary 
in each case is largely dependent on the Editor being 
free as to his treatment of the questions which arise, 
provided that that treatment is in harmony with the 
character and scope of the Series. He has therefore 
contented himself with offering criticisms, urging the 
consideration of alternative interpretations, and the 
like ; and as a rule he has left the adoption of these 
suggestions to the discretion of the Editor. 

The Greek Text adopted in this Series is that of 
Dr Westcott and Dr Hort with the omission of the 
marginal readings. For permission to use this Text 
the thanks of the Syndics of the Cambridge University 
Press and of the General Editor are due to Messrs 
Macmillan & Co. 

TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 

July 1914. 



PREFACE 

THE completion of this commentary has been un
avoidably delayed by the thronging duties of 

parochial work since my departure from Cambridge. 
In the Notes and Introduction I have relied chiefly 
upon the study of other New Testament Books and of 
the Septuagint with which the Epistle is saturated. 
The opinions adopted are in many cases based upon 
the views of other commentators too numerous to 
mention. I must, however, express my indebtedness to 
the commentary of Dr Hort upon the earlier portion 
of the Epistle, and to that of Dr Bigg upon the whole 
book, even where I fail to concur with his views. For 
the problems of date and authorship I have derived 
most help from the exhaustive articles of Dr Chase on 
S. Peter and 1 Peter in Hastings' Dictionary of the 
Bible, and not without full consideration have I ven
tured to differ from some of the conclusions of Professor 
Ramsay in The Church in the Roman Empire. 

My thanks are due to the Syndics of the University 
Press for their patient forbearance and to the General 
Editor for his great' kindness in reading the proofs and 
for much valuable critici,sm. 

G. W. B. 
Jvly 1914. 
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INTRODUCTION 

L THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF ST PETER 

Simon (or Symeon Acts xv. 14; 2 Pet. i. 1) was son of Jonas 
(Mt. xvi. 17) or John (Jn i. 42, xxi. 15-17) and brother of Andrew. 
His home was at Capernaum but he may have originally come 
from Bethsaida (Jn i. 44). He was married at the time of his call 
(Mk i. 30) and in later years his wife accompanied him on his 
missionary travels(l Cor. ix. 5). He and his brother were partners 
with James and John as fishermen. 

His calls. (a) To personal friendship unth Jesus (Jn i. 41-42). 
Probably both he and Andrew had been disciples of the Baptist. 
Andrew having found the Messiah brings Simon to our Lord who 
at once recognizes in him latent possibilities which will develope 
into Rock-like strength of character. 

(b) His call to discipleship (Mt. iv. 18-19; Mk i. 16-18) 
took place while be was fishing. He and Andrew are summoned 
to follow Jesus with a promise that they shall be "fishers of men." 
St Luke (v. 1-ll), either following a different tradition or more 
probably describing a later repetition of the call to discipleship, 
records it after the healing of Simon's wife's mother and other 
miracles in Capernaum. Our Lord borrows Simon's boat from 
which to preach. An extraordinary draught of fishes convinces 
Simon that Jesus must possess more than human powers. He 
exclaims "Depart from me for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord," but 
s assured "From henceforth thou shalt catch men." 

(c) The call to Apostleship was perhaps some six months later, 
when our Lord selected twelve to be His special companions to 
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X INTRODUCTION 

be trained as Messengers (Mk iii. 14). On their first Mission 
they were sent "two and two," and it is a plausible conjecture 
that St Peter's companion was St John. They had previously 
been partners, and together with Andrew, they formed the inner
most circle of the Twelve at the raising of Jairus' daughter 
(Mk v. 37), at the Transfiguration (Mk ix. 2), in Gethsemane 
(Mk xiv. 33). Peter and John "made ready the Passover" 
(Lk. xxii. 8). At the Last Supper Peter made signs to John 
(Jn xiii. 24). They alone entered the High Priest's palace at 
the Trial (Jn xviii. 15). They alone visited the Sepulchre on 
hearing of the empty tomb (Jn xx. 2-10). It was of St John's 
future that St Peter asked the Risen Lord (Jn xxi. 20). 

Peter and John together healed the cripple (Acts iii. 1-10), 
together they were arrested by the Sanhedrin (iii. 11), together 
they visited Samaria (viii. 14). They with James the Lord's 
brother were regarded as "pillars" of the Church and supported 
St Paul's work among the Gentiles (Gal. ii. 9). 

St Peter's Character as poU,rtrayed in the Gospels is that of a 
warm-hearted, impulsive man ready to dare all and doubt nothing, 
but, until he had been "sifted as wheat," his confidence was 
partly self-confidence which failed in the hour of trial; his im
pulsiveness led him at times to act and speak hastily. 

His impulsiveness in action may be seen in 

(a) his request to walk on the water (Mt. xiv. 28 ff.), 
(b) his proposal to make three tabernacles at the Trans

figuration (Mk ix. 5-6), 
(c) his conduct about the tribute money (Mt. xvii. 24 ff.), 
(d) drawing his sword to smite the High Priest's Servant 

(Jn xviii. 10), 
(e) entering the Palace at the Trial and then denying his 

Master (Mt. xxvi. 69 ff., etc.), 
(j) entering the sepulchre (Jn xx. 6), 
0) jumping into the water to hasten to the Risen Lord 

(Jn xxi. 7 ff.). 

His impulsiveness of speech led him at times to criticize or 
contradict his Master. 

"All men seek for Thee" (Mk i. 37). "This shall never be 
unto Thee" (Mt. xvi. 22), "Thou i,halt never wash my feet"; 
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"Not my feet only, but also my hands and my head" (Jn xiii. 
8 ff.). "Yet will I not deny Thee" (Mt. x.xvi. 35, etc.). "Why 
cannot I follow Thee even now1" (Jn xiii. 37). 

The same impulsiveness led him to ask constant question,;. 
"Why say the Scribes that Elias must first come 1'' (Mt. xvii. 10). 
"Speakest Thou this parable unto us or even unto all1" (Lk. xii. 
41). "How oft shall my brother sin against me and I forgive 
him 1" (Mt. xviii. 21). "We have left all ... what then shall we 
have?" (Mt. xix. 27). "What shall be the sign of Thy Coming!" 
(Mt. xxiv. 3; Mk xiii 3). Who is to be the traitor? (Jn. xiii. 24). 
"Lord, whither goest Thou?" (Jn xiii. 36). "Lord, and what shall 
this man do1" (Jn x.xi. 21). 

But that same impulsiveness made St Peter the spokesman of 
the rest in confessing Christ. "Of a truth 'fhou art the Son 
of God" (Mt. xiv. 33). "Lord, to whom shall we go! Thou hast 
the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God" (Jn vi. 68-69). That 
confession may have been based upon impulse rather than settled 
conviction, and so was received without comment by our Lord
but when (Mt. xvi. 16) St Peter made the same confession in 
answer to a definite test of their faith our Lord bestowed a special 
blessing upon him. "Thou art Peter and upon this rock I will 
build my church." The "rock" has been variously explained to 
mean (a) the truth just asserted by St Peter, (b) St Peter's faith, 
( c) St Peter's character as typical of the other Apostles, who with 
the prophets are described as the foundations upon which the 
Church is built (Eph. ii. 20; cf. Rev. xxi. 14). But if the words 
are understood in a more personal sense they may mean that 
St Peter is to support the first stones of the "ecclesia," the new 
lsr11,el of God, as we find that he did in the earlier chapters of 
Act>l. A Rabbinic legend, commenting on Numbers xxiii. 9 with 
Isaiah li. 1-2, uses similar language of Abraham; "As soon as 
God perceived that there would arise an Abraham He said 
'Behold I have found the ''petra" upon which to build and lay 
foundations'" (see Chase, Hastings' D. of B., iii. 795). 

St Peter is also made a "steward" of the kingdom to whom 
the keys are entrusted (cf. Isaiah xxii. 22) and the "scribe" who 
has authority to '' bind or loose," declaring what God has pro
nounced to be oblig11,tory or otherwise. But in 11:It. xviii. 18 the 
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xii INTRODUCTION 

same power of "binding" or "loosing" is conferred upon all the 
Apostles. 

But with all his faults St Peter was specially dear to hi;, 
Master, as may be seen from the prayer that his faith might not 
fail and the charge to strengthen his brethren (Lk. xxii. 32), the 
pitying glance in the hour of his shame (Lk. xxii. 61), the special 
message about the Resurrection (Mk xvi. 7). He was the first 
of the Twelve to see the Risen Lord (Lk. xxiv. 34; 1 Cor. xv. 5), 
and finally on tlie lake side St Peter greatly forgiven proved how 
greatly he loved, and was entrusted with a share in the Good 
Shepherd's own work and learned that he should glorify God by 
sharing his Master's fate in death (Jn xxi. 15 ff.). 

In the Acts of the Apostles St Peter seems at once to take the 
lead among his brethren. He proposes the election of a new 
Apostle (i. 15 ff.) and was the spokesman on the Day of,Pentecost. 
In the successive stages of the development of the Church traced 
by St Luke, (a) Jerusalem, (b) Judaea, (c) Samaria, (d) "unto the 
uttermost part of the earth" (i. 8), St Peter takes the initiative. 
He, with St John, performs the first miracle (iii. 1-8) and acts 
as spokesman when they are tried by the Sanhedrin (iii. 11 ff.). 
He asserts his primacy in the first visitation of judgment 
(v. 1-11). Although all the Apostles are described as working 
"signs and wonders," St Peter's personality seems to have 
created the greatest impression, so that his very shadow was 
thought to bring healing (v. 15). When the Apostles were 
imprisoned and miraculously released St Peter again acted as 
spokesman before the Sanhedrin (v. 29 ff.). 

The persecution which followed St Stephen's martyrdom 
scattered the Christians but thereby extended the Gospel to 
Samaria, and in that stage again St Peter with St John is 
sent by the Apostles to superintend this new development and 
set his seal upon the work begun by Philip (viii 14 ff.). 

Again in the period of rest which followed St Paul's conversion 
St Peter undertakes a missionary tour "throughout all quarters" 
(ix. 32) and healed Aeneas at Lydda and Tabitha at Joppa 
(ix. 33-43). 

But the greatest conquest _of all still awaited him. It was by 
his mouth that "God made choice among them that the Gentiles 
should hear the word of the Gospel and believe" (Acts x., xv. 7). 
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For that venture of faith, even in spite of his Master's world
wide commission, St Peter's impulsiveness was barely prepared. 
His old habit of contradiction is seen in his protest against 
"anything common or unclean" (x. 14). But no sooner did he 
learn that God was "no respecter of persons" than he boldly 
vindicated his action in baptizing Cornelius and his companions 
at Caesarea. The door was thus opened to the Gentiles and the 
final stage of world-wide development had begun. Here St Peter's 
primacy as a pioneer seems to have been completed. His courage 
and steadfastness had given solid support for laying the founda
tions of the Church, and from that time the work passed chiefly 
into other hands. 

These events probably took place very soon after St Paul's 
conversion (c. 34 or 35 A.D.), and apparently Jerusalem was for 
some years longer St Peter's headquarters. He was the only 
Apostle present, except James the Lord's brother, when St Paul 
visited Jerusalem three years after his conversion (Gal. i. 18), 
On that occasion the Christians were at first afraid to receive 
St Paul until Barnabas brought him to the Apostles and told 
the story of his conversion and subsequent work in Damascus 
(Acts ix. 26). 

Shortly before the death of Herod Agrippa in 44 A.D. St ,James 
was martyred and St Peter imprisoned. Being released by an 
angel he left Jerusalem and "departed to another place" (xii. 17). 
The tradition that he then went to Rome seems certainly in
consistent with the evidence of St Paul's Epistles. 

A very wide-spread tradition represents St Peter as the founder 
and organizer of the Church in Antioch, and he may probably 
have made Antioch a_ centre for mission work among the Syrian 
Jews as an "Apostle of the Circumcision" (Gal. ii. 7). 

We next hear of him at the Apostolic Conference at Jerusalem 
in A.D. 49 (or 151). On that occasion St Paul had a private 
conference with St Peter, St John and James the Lord's Brother 

· as the reputed "pillars" of the Church. It is possible that they 
may have suggested some compromise, Ruch as the circumcision 
of Titus (Gal. ii. 3), as a concession to Jewish prejudices. But 
to this St Paul would not agree, regarding it as a breach of 
principle to circumcise a Gentile like Titus, despite his prominent 
position. Ultimately the three leaders fully accepted St Paul's 
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position, and at the public conference (Acts xv. 7-11) St Peter 
acted as spokesman. He reminded the Assembly that he himself 
had been selected to admit the first Gentile converts. By bestow
ing the gift of the Holy Spirit upon Cornelius and his companions 
God had confirmed that new departure, and had placed Jews 
and Gentiles on the same level, purifying their hearts by the gift 
of faith instead of demanding the bodily purification of circum
cision. It would therefore be tempting God to impose upon 
Gentiles the yoke of the Law, which the Jews themselves had 
found insupportable. In fact the Jewish disciples themselves 
had learned to depend for salvation not upon the Law but upon 
faith in the free grace of the Lord Jesus. As a result of this 
speech St James, the Lord's brother, who presided at the Con
ference as the resident head of the Church in Jerusalem, proposed 
that Gentiles should not be required to adopt circumcision or 
observe the whole Law. It was however thought wise,to impose 
certain restrictions upon them, by demanding that they should 
abstain from meats offered in sacrifice to idols, from fornication, 
and from blood or meat containing blood. (On the meaning of 
these regulations, see Hort, Judaistic Christianity, pp. 71 f., 
Lake, Earlier Epp. of St Paul, pp. 48 ff.). 

It was probably soon after this Conference that St Peter 
himself came down to Antioch (Gal. ii. 11). Remembering 
perhaps the vision which bad bidden him to "call no man 
common or unclean" and anxious to "give the right hand of 
fellowship" to St Paul's work, St Peter at first mixed freely 
with the Gentile Christians and shared their meals. Such a 
step was, not unnaturally perhaps, regarded with some appre
hension by the stricter Jewish Christians at J emsalem. They 
had no doubt regarded it as an extremely liberal concession to 
exempt Gentiles from observing Jewish customs. But, if leading 
Jewish Christians, like St Peter, were now proposing to abandon 
their own customs and adopt those of Gentiles, they felt that 
unnecessary liberality was being shewn, which would inevitably 
distress or even alienate the Jewish majority in the Church, 
without conferring any real benefit upon the Gentile minority. 
James, the Lord's brother, would nallurally be appealed to by 
his flock. On a previous occasion some of them had unwarrant
ably claimed his authority in endeavouring to impose the Law 
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upon Gentile Christians at Antioch and he had been obliged to 
repudiate their action (Acts xv. 24). But now he may have 
thought it wise to send a cautious warning to the more im
pulsive St Pet.er that his liberal policy was causing great 
offence to Jewish Christians. Thereupon St Peter and the 
other Jews, even including Barnabas, withdrew from eating 
with the Gentiles. Such vacillation seemed to St Paul to be a 
real breach of principle. He realized that Gentile Christians 
would inevitably feel that they were regarded as inferiors so long 
as they were uncircumcised, and would either become a separate 
Church or feel bound to observe the Law as necessary in order to 
obtain full recognition in the Church, even though it might not 
be essential for salvation. Thus St Peter's action was virtually 
reimposing the Law, and implied that those who had deliberately 
abandoned it were committing a transgression. Yet it was to 
seek justification in Christ that they had done so, and thus Christ 
would be the cause of their sin, which is impossible. There is no 
evidence to shew how St Peter received this protest. Probably 
he accepted the principle laid down by St Paul, but as his own 
mission was specially to "those of the circumcision" he would 
seldom have any cause to act upon it. Thus the Judaizing 
opponents of St Paul, exaggerating St Peter's position, set up a 
rival party at Corinth who claimed to be followers of Cephas. 
Silas at any rate, though himself one of the delegates from the 
Church at Jerusalem, must have cordially supported St Paul, 
otherwise he would not have been selected as the companion of 
his second Missionary journey. Barnabas must also have speedily 
repented of his temporary vacillation, as St Paul originally invited 
him to accompany him. But if, as is not improbable, St Mark 
was among the Jews who "withdrew" at Antioch, this may have 
confirmed an impression, produced by his previous withdrawal 
from the first Missionary journey, that St Mark was not yet in 
full sympathy with St Paul's attitude towards Gentiles. 

After this incident we have no knowledge of St Peter's move
ments for several years, except an incidental notice (1 Cor. ix. 5) 
that his wife accompanied him on his mission work. 

The existence of a Cephas party at Corinth affords no sufficient 
grounds for supposing that St Peter himself visited Corinth, 
though it may have given rise to the tradition mentioned by 
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Dionysius Bp of Corinth (c. 170 A.D.) that St Peter and St Paul 
both worked in Corinth (Eus. H. E. ii. 25). 

The tradition that St Peter visited Fontus and other provinces 
of Asia Minor, mentioned by Origen(Eus. H. E. iii. 1), Epiphanius 
(Haer. xxvii. 6), the Syriac D6ctrine of the Apostles and the Acts 
of Andrew, is probably only based upon the opening salutation in 
1 Pet. and is not supported by other references in the Epistle to 
the evangelization of those districts. 

Antioch in Syria is described as a special centre of St Peter's 
work. Thus Origen (in Luc. Hom. vi.), possibly borrowing from 
a second century list of Antiochene Bishops, describes Ignatius 
as "the second Bishop of Antioch after the blessed Peter" (cf. 
Eus. H. E. iii. 36). Chrysostom and Theodoret also connect 
St Peter with Antioch, and later tradition describes him as 
having been Bishop of Antioch for seven years. The Clementine 
Romance, despite its Ebionite inventions about the supposed 
hostility of St Peter towards Pauline teaching, seems itself to 
have originated in Syria, and is probably correct in making that 
district one of the chief centres of St Peter's activity. 

Rome. St Peter's work and martyrdom in Rome arJ attested 
by evidence so early, so wide-spread and so unanimous that even 
the most determined opponent of Papal claims could not dispute 
it with any success. 

For a full discussion of the evidence Dr Chase's Article in 
Hastings' Di'ctionary of the Bible, and Lightfoot, Clement of Rome, 
ii. pp. 481 ff. should be consulted. 

Clernent of Rome (chapter 5) (c. 95 A.D.) seems to select the 
martyrdoms of SS. Peter and Paul because they took place in 
Rome. 

Ignatius of Antioch (c. 115 A.D.) (ad Rom. c. iv.) says "I do not 
command you as Peter and Paul"-again probably selecting the 
two Apostles who had worked in Rome. 

Papias of Hierapolis (c. 130 A.D.) (Eus. H. E. iii. 39, cf. ii. 15) 
probably described 1 Pet. as written from Rome (seep. xxviii). 

Dt'onysi~ts of Corinth (c. 170 A.D.) (Eus. H. E. ii. 2f>) describes 
St Peter and St Paul as visiting Italy and suffering martyrdom. 

Irenaeus of Lyons (c. 190 A.D.) (Haer. iii. 1) says "Matthew 
published a Gospel ... while Peter and Paul were preaching and 
founding the Church in Rome." (Haer. iii. 3) "The Churches of 
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Rome founded by the two most glorious Apostles Peter and 
Paul. ... They entrusted the ministration of the bishop to Linus ... 
after Linus Anencletus, after Anencletus in the third place from 
the Apostles Clement is elected bishop." 

Clement of .Alexandria (c. 200 A.D.) (Eus. H. E. vi. 14) says 
"When Peter had preached the word publicly in Rome the 
bystanders ... exhorted Mark to write out his statements." 

Tertullian of Carthage (c. 200 A,D,) is the earliest writer who 
describes the mode of St Peter's death and places it in the reign 
of Nero at Rome. He also (de Baptisrno 4) speaks of those whom 
Peter baptized in the Tiber and (de Praescriptione 32) says that 
Clement was ordained by Peter. 

Gaius the Roman preslryter (c. 200-220 A.D.) speaks of the 
tombs of St Peter and St Paul as still existing at the Vatican 
and the Ostian Way (Eus. H. E. ii. 25). 

Origen of Alexandria (c. 250 A.D.) (Eus. H. E. iii. 1) says that 
St Peter was crucified head downwards at Rome. This last detail 
is also found in the Gnostic Acts of Peter, which possibly originated 
in Asia Minor in the second century and contain also the "Domine 
quo vadis 7" legend and the story of St Peter's conflict with Simon 
Magus in Rome. The Catholic Acts of Peter, which contain 
similar details, cannot in their extant form be earlier than the 
fifth century. 

The date and duration of St Peter's visit to Rome. 

Eusebius (H. E. ii. 14) describes St Peter as coming to Rome 
in the reign of Claudius and there contending with Simon Magus, 
''the author of all heresy," and (ii. 17) he mentions a report that 
Philo in the reign of Claudius became acquainted at Rome with 
Peter who was preaching there. 

The Chronicon of Eusebius (?based upon Julian Africanus, 
c. 221 A.D.) in the Armenian version assigns St Peter's visit to 
Rome to the third year of Caius 39-40 A.D. and adds that he 
remained there as "antistes" of the Church twenty years, but in 
a later passage the martyrdom of Peter and Paul at Rome is 
placed in the 13th year of Nero, i.e. 67-68 A.D. 

Jerome places St Peter's arrival in the second year of Claudius 
43-43 A.D. and says that he held the bishopric 25 years, placing 
the martyrdom of Peter and Paul in 68 A,D. 
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The Liberian Catalogv,e of Roman Bishops (354 A.D.) describes 
St Peter as Bishop of Rome for 25 years but dates it 30-55 A.D., 

apparently assuming that he was made a Bishop by our Lord and 
that his see must have been Rome. 

The Liber Ponti.ficalis has several contradictory notices: 

(a) that St Peter held the Bishopric of Antioch for 7 years, 
(b) that he entered Rome in the reign of Nero and held the 

Bishopric of Rome for 25 years, 
(c) that he was in the reigns of Tiberius, Caius, Claudius 

and Nero, 
(a) that he suffered martyrdom together with St Paul in 

the 38th year after the Crucifixion, i.e. 67 A.D. 

It would seem therefore that there is no mention of St Peter 
as Bishop of Rome until the fourth century, and the earlier lists 
of Bishops all reckon Linus as the first bishop. The 25 years' 
episcopate may perhaps have been based upon a legend that our 
Lord ordered the Apostles to wait 12 years before going out into 
the world. This story was contained in the Preaching of Peter, 
probably an early second century book, quoted by Clement of 
Alexandria (Strom. vi. 5), and also in the Gnostic Acts of Peter, 
which represented St Peter as corning to Rome when the 12 years 
had expired and there contending with Simon l\fagus. But the 
story is placed after St Paul's departure to Spain, which would 
imply a much later date. If however the Crucifixion is dated 
30 A.D. 12 years would bring us to 42 A.D. and this would leave 
25 years before the traditional date of St Peter's death. 

The evidence of the first three centuries suggests a compara
tively late date for St Peter's work in Rome, placing it after 
previous work in Antioch, Corinth or Asia Minor, coupling it 
with St Paul's work in Rome which certainly did not begin until 
about 59 A,D., and connecting it with the issue of Gospels by 
St Matthew and St Mark or with the Neronian persecution. 

This later date is far more consistent with the language of 
St Paul's Epistles. The Epistle to the Romans alike. by its 
statements and its silence makes it incredible that St Peter was 
then in Rome or had previously worked there. The ignorance 
of Christianity professed by the Jews in Rome on St Paul's 
arrival (Acts xxviii. 22), even if it was wilfully exaggerated, is 
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hardly consistent with the view that St Peter had been working 
in Rome. 

In the Epistles of his first Roman Captivity St Paul mentions 
numerous fellow-workers, including St Mark and others "of the 
circumcision," but is ah'lolutely silent about St Peter. 

Therefore it is most difficult to believe that St Peter worked in 
Rome earlier than 61 A.D. 

On the other hand there is considerable evidence that St Peter 
did work in Rome for a considerable time, and a fair amount of 
early evidence that St Peter and St Paul worked together in Rome. 
It is therefore a very plausible conjecture of Dr Chase (Hastings' 
D. of B., iii. 778) that St Peter may have come to Rome on 
St Paul's invitation about the time of St Paul's releaBe, and that 
they worked there together for a time before St Paul started on 
the Missionary work implied in the Pastoral Epistles, and that 
St Peter remained in Rome with St Mark, until he was summoned 
to Jerusalem in 63 or early in 64 to take part in the election of 
Symeon Bp of Jerusalem. Dr Chase suggests that St Peter re
turned to Rome and was one of the earliest victims of the Nero
nian persecution in 64 A.D. This would tally with his burial place 
being in the Vatican near the hideous scenes of Nero's gardens. 

If however the traditional date 67 or 68 A.D. is accepted for 
St Peter's martyrdom, we must assume that he was absent 
from Rome during the first fury of the persecution and returned 
or was brought to Rome only to be martyred at the end of Nero's 
reign, possibly after St Paul's death. 

The "first trial" and protracted remand of St Paul, referred to 
in 2 Tim., and the invitation to Timothy to join him before winter 
and bring Mark with him seem hardly consistent with the view 
that the first fury of the Neronian persecution was then raging. 

The Mission work implied in the Pastoral Epistles also demands 
a longer period of liberty than would be the case if St Paul was 
executed in 64 A.D. It is therefore easier to date St Paul's 
martyrdom about 67 A.D., and if St Peter had already suffered 
we should have expected St Paul to refer to his death. 

For an account of the various apocryphal writings ascribed to 
St Peter and a discussion of the legends about his conflict with 
Simon Magus the Article "Simon Peter" in Hastings' D. of B. 
should be consulted. 
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2. AU'.l'HORSHIP. 

The chief arguments in favour of the Petrine authorship are : 

A. External. 
The Epistle is quoted as the work of St Peter by Irenaeus, 

Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian and other early writers 
(possibly including Papias), while the Second Epistle of St Peter, 
which is certainly very early even if not genuine, refers to a 
previous epistle bearing the name of St Peter which most 
probably means our Epistle. 

The attestation of the Epistle by so many witnesses widely 
separated in place and circumstances shews that it had a cir
culation and authority in the early Church such as it could 
hardly have acquired unless it was regarded as the work of some 
leading Apostle. 

B. Internal. 
(1) The Epistle itself claims to be written by Peter an 

Apostle of Jesus Christ, and the opening salutation can only 
be rejected on one of two theories : 

(a) that it is an interpolation added in the second century 
to a document which was previously circulated anonymously. 
This view has been suggested by Harnack but it is most 
improbable. A treatise such as "Hebrews" or a homily such 
as 2 Clement might have been circulated anonymously, but 
I Peter reads distinctly like a letter, and as such must surely 
have had some writer's name attached to it from the first. 
Moreover if this letter was originally anonymous, it is difficult 
to account for its subsequent ascription to St Peter rather than 
to St Paul to whose writings it h1ts a decided resemblance. 

(b) that the Epistle is a forgery. For this no adequate 
reason can be assigned, unless we are to adopt the theory of the 
Tiibingen school that St Peter and St Paul and their respective 
followers were diametrically opposed to one another and that 
this Epistle, as well as the Acts of the Apostles, was written by 
some well-meaning forger of the second century, who desired to 
promote the union of the two branches of the Church by attri
buting Pauline views to the leading Jewish Apostle St Peter. 
Apart from this theory, which is now discredited by nearly all 
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critics, no adequate motive can be suggested for the supposed 
forgery in St Peter's name. The Epistle denounces no heresy, 
it supports no special system of doctrine or Church organization. 
It shews no traces of any legends or stories about St Peter's life. 
It is addressed to an enormous district, large parts of which are 
connected with no known Apostolic missionary work. Silvanus 
is elsewhere connected with St Paul rather than St Peter. Why, 
therefore, should any forger haYe selected his name as the 
amanuensis, or bearer, of the Epistle 7 On the other hand 
Silvanus (Silas) is described in Acts xv. 22 as one of the "chief 
men among the brethren" in Jerusalem and therefore was 
certainly well known to St Peter-and unless the writer of this 
Epistle was a man of recognized apostolic authority he would 
hardly have been likely to have commanded the services of one 
so influential as Silvanus as his subordinate. 

(2) Again in v. 13 the writer speaks of "Mark, my Son," and 
such a claim to parental relationship to St Mark not only 
indicates the writer's evident importance, but also agrees with 
the unanimous testimony of tradition that St Mark was in 
special attendance upon St Peter. 

(3) In v. 1 the writer describes himself as "a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ" and evidently implies that he is testifying 
what he himself heard and saw (cf. the graphic imperfects in 
which he describes our Lord's conduct during His trial and 
Passion, ii. 23). 

(4) There are also several coincidences of thought and 
language between this Epistle and the speeches of St Peter 
as recorded in Acts. 

In his speeches St Peter constantly emphasizes the fact that 
the Apostles are "witnesses" Acts i. 22, ii. 32, iii. 15, v. 32, x. 39, 
41, cf. 1 Pet. v. 1, but in Acts the "witness" is of the resurrection 
whereas in the Epistle it is of the sufferings of Christ. 

Christ is spoken of as "the just" Acts iii. 14 ; 1 Pet. 
iii 18. 

His sufferings are regarded as "foreordained" Acts ii. 23, iv. 28, 
1 Pet. i. 20; and as having been foretold by the prophets Acts iii. 18; 
1 Pet. i. 11. 

The same passage about the stone disallowed by the builders 
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becoming the headstone of the corner is quoted Acts iv. 11 ; 
1 Pet. ii. 4, 7. 

The Cross is spoken of as "the tree" Acts v. 30, x. 39; 
I Pet. ii. 24 (elsewhere only Acts xiii. 29, and Gal. iii. i:3 quoting 
from the O.T.). 

The descent into Hell is referred to Acts ii. 31 "That Christ's 
soul was not left in Hell," cf. 1 Pet. iii. 19. 

Christ is described as being raised from the dead by God 
Acts ii. 32, iii. 16, iv. 10, v. 30, x. 40; 1 Pet. i. 21. 

The judgment of "the quick and the dead" (a phrase which 
elsewhere occurs only in 2 Tim. iv. 1) is mentioned in Acts x. 42 
and 1 Pet. iv. 6. 

'l'he ex,i.ltation of the ascended Christ at the right hand of 
God is emphasized in Acts ii. 33 and 1 Pet. iii. 22. 

The transgression and fall of Judas to go to "his own place" 
is recognized as a fulfilment of Sllripture Acts i. 16, 26, and may 
suggest the same idea of an underlying purpose of God with 
regard to the consequences of man's guilt as is implied in 
1 Pet. ii. 8 "them which stumble at the word, being disobedient, 
whereunto they were appointed." 

The importance of Baptism is emphasized in Acts ii. 38, 
x. 47, 48; cf. 1 Pet. iii. 21. 

God is described as "no respecter of persons" Acts x. 34; 
1 Pet. i. 17. His choice of the Gentiles to be His "people" is. 
referred to by St James as having been shewn by St Peter iu 
Acts xv. 14, and Gentiles are certainly included in the "people 
of God" in I Pet. ii. 9, 10-and the "purification of their hearts 
by faith" Acts xv. 9 may be compared with 1 Pet. i. 22 "seeing 
ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth." 

The chief arguments which have been urged against the 
Petrine authorship are: 

( 1) That the ref erenoes to organized persecution point to a 
late date outside the probable limits of St Peter' s life. In answer 
to this it may be argued (p. xliff.) that the allusions to persecution 
do not necessarily imply a persecution organized by the state, and 
that even if they are so explained they are not inconsistent with 
what we know of the Neronian persecution to which St Peter's 
martyrdom is usually assigned. It is moreover possible (though 
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not in the opinion of the present writer probable) that St Peter's 
life may have been prolonged until 70-80 A,D. 

(2) That the Epistle is written in good idwmatic Greek, and 
shews an appreciation of the niceties of the language in the use 
of tenses, prepositions and synonyms. The writer must have 
been a diligent student of the LXX., probably including the 
Apocrypha, and he is saturated with its language. Besides this 
he uses sixteen Classical words not found in the LXX. or N.T. and 
several other Greek words (chiefly compounds) for which there 
is no contemporary or earlier authority. Such literary attain
ments, it is urged, are incredible in a Galilean peasant like 
St Peter, who is described in Acts iv. 13 as "ignorant and 
unlearned" (la,roTf/f> ,wl dypal'l'a.-of>), and is stated by Papias and 
other early Fathers to have required the services of St Mark as 
his interpreter (lpl'l)VEVT~s). Dean Armitage Robinson says (Study 
of the Gospels, p. 16) "It is extremely probable that St Peter 
could not write or preach, even if he could speak at all, in any 
language but his mother tongue, the Aramaic of Galilee." Simi
larly Dr Swete (St Mark, Int. p. xx) says "Simon Peter, if he 
could express himself in Greek at all, could scarcely have possessed 
sufficient knowledge of the language to address a Roman congre
gation with success." On the other hand Lightfoot (Excursus on 
St Peter in Rome, Clement, Vol. ii. p. 494) says "When Mark is 
called ipl'l)"EVT~s the interpreter of Peter, the reference must be 
to the Latin, not to the Greek language. The evidence that Greek 
was spoken commonly in the towns bordering on the Sea of 
Galilee is ample, even if this had not been the necessary inference 
from the whole tenour of the New Testament." In view of the 
large element of Greek life in Galilee, it is certainly probable that 
St Peter had some knowledge of colloquial Greek from the first. 
The epithetM "ignorant and unlearned" applied to the Apostles 
need not mean more than that they had no professional training 
in Rabbinic schools. Although there is no warrant for the idea 
that the "gift of tongues" enabled the Apostles to preach at will 
in foreign languages, we may well suppose that in choosing 
St Peter as one of His messengers our Lord discerned in him 
intellectual as well as spiritual gifts and fitted him for his work 
by blessing the use which he made of those gifts. In his inter
course with Hellenists at Jerusalem, with Jews of the Dispersion 
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on the day of Pentecost, and with Cornelius the centurion St Peter 
must almost certainly have spoken in Greek, yet there is no hint 
of the employment of an interpreter, and his knowledge of the 
language would steadily increase during his sojourn in Jerusalem 
and his missionary work (see 1 Cor. ix. 5) when Antioch was 
perhaps his headquarters. Moreover he would be dependent 
upon the study of the LXX. in "searching the Scriptures." It 
is generally agreed (Edersheim, Niildeke, etc.) that Hebrew was 
only familiar to scholars in the time of our Lord. Apparently 
Jewish children were taught to read Hebrew and the lessons in 
the Synagogue were still read in Hebrew (except possibly among 
the Hellenists). But already an "interpreter" was required to 
give an Aramaic paraphrase, though this did not take written 
form in the Targums until a much later date. Hebrew Manu
scripts seem to have been very costly, whereas Greek Manuscripts 
were quite cheap. Thus even in Galilee it is probable that the 
LXX. was "the people's Bible." It would therefore be by no 
means impossible for the language of the Epistle to be chiefly 
St Peter's own, though it is conceivable that his amanuensis 
(possibly Silvanus, as the style is quite unlike that of Mark, his 
only other known companion) may have assisted him in expressing 
his thoughts in an idiomatic form. 

(3) The comparative absence from the Eputle of allusions to 
the facts or teaching of our LordJs earthly life. 

It is urged that if the Epistle was written by St Peter, the close 
companion of Christ, we should find more signs of a vivid remem
brance of His life and teaching. But it is surprising how few 
facts concerning our Lord's life and ministry are found in any of 
the N.T. Books outside the Gospels. The story of His words 
and works must have been constantly preached by the Apostles, 
as we learn from St Luke's preface and from the unanimous 
tradition that St Mark's Gospel was based upon the preaching 
of St Peter. Yet in the recorded speeches of St Peter in Acts 
the only references to events before the Passion are three allusions 
to the Baptism and two to the Miracles of our Lord. Similarly 
in the Epistles of St John and of James, the Lord's brother, very 
few facts are alluded to. Therefore the absence of such direct 
allusions in 1 Peter can only be used as an argument against its 
genuineness if the same is applied also to the other speeches and 
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epistles attributed to Apostles. On the other hand, if they were 
late forgeries, such allusions would almost certainly have been 
introduced to support their professed Apostolic authorship. 

But although direct allusions to our Lord's Life and Work are 
rare there are numerous indirect allusions and undesigned coin
cidences which support the Petrine authorship. 

As in St Peter's speeches in Acts the author lays special stress 
upon the fact that he was a "witness" of Christ's sufferings, and, 
although the word µapn,r does not in itself necessarily mean a 
"spectator," the vivid imperfects in ii. 23 seem to descrihe the 
author's own recollection of the scene of Christ's Trial and 
Passion. 

The implied contrast between himself and his readers tv oi!K 
Uiovn.- ayamin i. 8 is not only an indirect claim to have been 
himself an eyewitness but suggests a reminiscence of our Lord's 
words to St Thomas, Jn xx. 29. 

The instruction to gird themselYes with humility to serve one 
another, v. 5, would come most naturally from one who had 
been so put to shame by the Lord Jesus in girding Himself to 
wash the disciples' feet, when none of them would demean them
selves to do the slave's duty. 

The exhortation to watch (yp']yop£'iv) and to resist the devil 
in his attempts to devour them by making them deny their 
faith in the hour of danger, v. 8, would have special force if it 
came from one who had himself fallen, in spite of his Master's 
warning that Satan had desired to have him and his companions 
to sift them as wheat, because he failed to watch and pray, from 
one whose faith had been saved from utter failure by his Master's 
prayer and who now that he is converted desires to strengthen 
his brethren. 

The charge to his fellow-presbyters to shepherd ( rro,µalvEtv) 
the flock of God is the same that was given to St Peter on his 
repentance, Jn xxi. 16. 

There are also numerous echoes of our Lord's s:tyings in the 
Epistle. 

1 Pet. i. 4. The Christian's 
inheritance reserved in heaven, 

I FETEB 

Mt. xxv. 34. Inherit the king
dom p,·epared for you from the 
foundation of the world, cf. Mt. 
v. 5, vi. 20. 
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1 Pet. i. 6. a-ya)..)uii.o-Oe .•. Av,r'l)-
8,nes ev ,ro,KlAo<S 11'E<pao-µoi:s. 

1 Pet. i. 8. ii-yaH,ii.re xa.pij,. .. 
oeool;a.o-µev11 ...• 

1 Pet. iv. 13. 1<a80 Kotvwvef-re 
TO<S TOU Xp<O"TOU 1J'a01,µao-cv xa,ipeu, 
rva. ... xapfju a-yaAA<wµ<vo,. 

1 Pet. i: 10 f. The search of the 
prophets ... now revealed. 

1 Pet. i. 11. The prophets 
foretold the sufferings of Messiah 
and the glory which should follow 
them. 

1 Pet. i. 13. Gird up (d.vai•w
o-riµevo,) the loins of your mind. 

1 Pet. i. 17. ei 'ff'ar{pa, eir<Ka
A<'i<T0€. 

1 Pet. ii. 2. Jis d.pn-yl»'l)rn 
{3pbp'1J. 

1 Pet. ii. 6 f. )./Oov a.'ff'ooe5oK<· 
µa.<T µ<VOI' !LKpO')'WV!rJ,LOV. 

1 Pet. ii. 12. The sight of your 
good works will cause men to 
glorify God. 

1 Pet. ii. 17. Fear God, honour 
the king (cf. Prov. xxiv. 21). 

1 Pet. ii. 21. Follow Christ's 
steps by enduring suffering. 

1 Pet. ii. 23. ,,.apeoioov oe r,; 
Kplvovr, 5,Kalws, cf. 1 Pet. iv. 19, 
,,-,o-r,ii KTi<TT1J ira,panOlo-Owo-a.v ras 
if;uxas. 

1 Pet. ii. 25. Sheep going 
astray, cf. Is. !iii. 6. 

1 Pet. iii. 9. Blessing for re
viling. 

1 Pet. iii. 13. rls o Ka,Kwo-wv ; 

1 Pet. iii. 14. ,l Ka.i 'ff'aO"xo,u 
o,a iStKU<OO"VV'l)V µaKap,o,. 

TOV /Se <f>ofJov afrrwv µ11 ,Pof3'1)8fju, 
cf. Is. viii. 12, 13. 

1 Pet. iii. 16. o1 l,r71pe6.!;ovus. 

1 Pet, iv, 7. vf,,j;a,n ,ls ,rpoo-
evxas. 

Mt. v. 12. xalpen Kai d.-ya\
).,ii.o-8, 8n o µ,o-Oos vµwv !l"OAVS €1' 
TO<S 011pa,vo1S' oiJTWS -yap e5/w~av 
K.T.A. 

Lk. x. 24. Many prophets ... 
desired to see the things which 
ye see. 

Lk. xxiv. 26. Behoved it not 
the Messiah to suffer these things 
and t.o enter into his glory? 

Lk. xxiv. 46. So it is written 
that the Messiah should suffer. 

Lk. xii. 35. Let your loins be 
girded about (,rep<€!;wcrµcva,,). 

Mt. vi. 9, Lk. xi. 2. The Lord's 
Prayer. 

Mt. xviii. 3. eav µ11 'l'''1J<T8< 
WS T(t ,ra,o/a,. 

Mt. xxi. 42, from Ps. cxviii. 22. 

Mt. v. 16. That they may see 
your good works and glorify your 
Father. 

Mt. xxii. 21. Render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's and 
to God the things that are God's. 

Mt. x. 38. Take up his cross 
and follow me. 

Lk. xxiii. 46. ,is x«pas o-ou 
,raparlO,µai TO ,rv,i)µa. µou. 

Mt. ix. 36. Sheep having no 
shepherd. 

Lk. xv. 4. The lost sheep. 
Lk. vi. 28. €UAo-y<<H rous Karn

pwµfrovs. 
Lk. x. 19. ovMv uµii.s ov µ71 

d.orn,jo-a, of. Lk. xxi. 18. 
Mt. v. 10. µaKap,o, ol /5,o,w-yµi

PO{,. i!v€KEV O,Ka.1.oo-Vv115. 
Mt. x. 26. µ11 q,o{Jf,O']u auTous. 

Lk. vi. 28. TWV f,r71pea5lwTwv 
Uµfis. 

Mt. xxvi. 41. -YP'1-Y•P••n Ka,( 
,,.poo-,vxeo-Oe. 
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1 Pet. iv. 14. el oPHoife,rth ev 
0116µan Xpurrnu µ,aKcipw,. 

1 Pet. v. 1. Witness of suffer
ings fellow-sharer of glory. 

1 Pet. v. 3. KaTaKup,euoVTH. 

1 Pet. v. 6. -rau«v.wlhrre .. .Z•a 
uµiis ir,f,w,rr,. 

Mt. v. 11. µ,aK<ipw, 5Tav ove<
ol,rw,r,v ... €VfK€V eµ,ou. 

Lk. xxiv. 47. Ye are witnesses 
of these things. 

Mt. xix. 28, Lk. xxii. 30. When 
the Son of Man shall sit upon the 
throne of his glory ye also, etc. 

Mt. xx. 25. oi lipxones -rwv 
fOPWll KaTaKvpt.EllOU(Tt.JI aVTWV. vVx 
o"Urw~ laTat. Ev Uµ.t'11. 

Mt. xxiii. 12. /i,rn< Ta1rewwue, 
€0.VTOV ir,f;wfl~rrern,. 

3. CANONICITY. 

With the exception of the First Epistle of St John, the First 
Epistle of St Peter is the only one among the Catholic Epistles 
"of whose authority there never was any doubt in the Church." 

It was rejected by the heretic Marci on because he only accepted 
the Pauline books of the N. T. Theodore of Mopsuestia is also 
said by Leontius to have rejected "the Epistle of St James and 
the other Catholic Epistles in order," but probably this only 
means 2 and 3 John, 2 Peter and Jude, which were not accepted 
by the Syrian Churches. There is however some evidence which 
tends to shew that originally none of the Catholic Epistles were 
included in the Syrian Canon, but 1 John, 1 Peter and James 
had been accepted by them long before Theodore's time. 

It is also omitted in the present · text of the Muratorian 
fragment, which gives a list, possibly drawn up by Hippolytus, 
of the books accepted in the Church of Rome at the end of the 
second century. But this list, as we have it, is admitted to be 
incomplete. Some suggest that St Peter and his Epistle may 
have been mentioned in the lost portion dealing with St Mark's 
Gospel, while Zahn thinks that a passage, which in the existing 
text deals with the Apocalypse of Peter, may have originally 
referred to his first Epistle. 

With these insignificant and doubtful exceptions the evidence 
for the reception of I Peter by the Church is extraordinarily 
strong. 

In the fourth century Eusebii,s includes it among those books 
which are "generally received" (H. JiJ. iii. 25. 2) and says that "the 

c2 
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Fathers of former days quoted it in their writings as indisputably 
authentic." This statement is amply supported by facts. 

In the third century Origen (quoted by Eus. H. E. vi. 25) says 
"Peter has left oue acknowledged Epistle," and he quotes v. 13. 

Clement of Alexandria constantly quotes the Epistle by name 
and wrote a commentary on it in his Hypotyposes, of which 
fragments in a Latin translation by Cassiodorus are still extant. 

TertuUian at Carthage-also quotes it as the work of St Peter. 
Hippolytus (on Dan. iv. 59), writing in Rome or the neighbour

hood, quotes the words "which things the angels desire to look 
into" side by side with quotations from St Paul. 

In the second century Irenaeus, who was brought up in Asia 
Minor and afterwards came to Lyons and Rome, and who there
fore represents three of the chief centres of Christendom besides 
being closely connected with Polycarp and other survivors of the 
Apostolic age, is the earliest writer who quotes the Epistle by 
name. We have also numerous traces of the Epistle: 

(a) In Martyrdoms such as the Acts of the Scillitan Martyrs 
(c. 180) and the letter of the Churches of Lyons and Vienne 
(177 A.D.) (Eus. H. E. v. 1). 

(b) In Apologists. Theophilus (ad Autolycum ii. 34) and 
Justin Martyr (Dial. 103) have apparent quotations from it. 

(c) Hei·etics such as the Valentinians both Western (Mar
cosians quoted by Irenaeus i. 18) and Eastern (in Clem. Al.) and 
Basilides (Clem. Al. Strom. iv. p. 600) seem to quote the Epistle. 

(d) Tlie writer to Diognetus certainly and the Didache 
probably quote words from 1 Peter. 

(e) There are possible allusions to it in The Shepherd of 
Hermas. 

(f) Papias Bp of Hiorapolis is stated by Eusebius (H. E. iii. 
39) to have used it as a witness, and in ii. 15 Eusebius says that 
Papias confirms the story given by Clement of Alexandria that 
St Peter approved Mark's action in writing his Gospel, and then, 
quoting either from Clement himself or from Papias, says that 
''Peter mentions Mark in his former Epistle which, they say, he 
composed in Rome itself, and that he signified this by describing 
the city by the metaphorical name Babylon." This last state-
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ment that Babylon in the Epistle means Rome is not found in 
any of the extant writings of Clement of Alexandria and is therefore 
probably derived from Papias, and the fragment of Papias on 
Mark, quoted in Eus. iii. 39, refers back to some previous state
ment of his ("as I said") about St Mark's connexion with St Peter. 

(g) Polycarp (c. 115 A.D.) is stated by Eusebius to have 
used 1 Peter, and in the extant Epistle of Polycarp to the 
Philippians there are at least eight direct quotations from 1 Peter. 
It is true that these are not by name nor are they introduced by 
the formula £Uions /Jr, which Polycarp frequently employs in 
quoting from St Paul, to whom he does refer by name, probably 
because St Paul had founded the Philippian Church and had 
himself written a letter to them. But in quoting from the O.T., 
the Gospels and Acts Polycarp's quotations are anonymous, 
therefore there is no necessity to assume, as Harnack does, that 
Polycarp did not know the Epistle as the work of St Peter. 

(A) Clement of Rome (c. 9.5 A.D.) has several words and 
phrases from 1 Peter, e.g. "the precious blood" of Christ, "his 
marvellous light," Christ's humility (illustrated by Isaiah !iii. 
and Ps. xxii.) our example (v1roypaµ,µ,os), a word which is peculiar 
to St Peter in the N.T. Besides this Clement has two quotations 
with the same variation from the LXX. as 1 Peter, viz. "Love 
covers a multitude of sins" and "God (8"ls not Kvpios as the 
LXX.) resisteth the proud." This however also occurs in the 
same form in St James and in Ignatius, Epli. v. 

(i) In 2 Pet. iii. 1 the writer says "this is the second 
Epistle which I am writing to you beloved." This book, even 
if it is not authentic, is admitted to be extremely early, and if 
We could be certain that the words refer to our 1 Peter it would 
shew that it was already known as the work of the Apostle. 
But if 2 Peter is not genuine it might of course be referring to 
some previous epistle by the same writer which is now lost. 

4. THE PLACE OF WRITING. 

In v. 13 St Peter sends the following salutations to his distant 
readers in .Asia Minor 'A<T1ra(,rai ilµ,iis ;, iv Baj3vXwv, <TVV<KA<Kr~ 

1<al Mcip1<os o vlos µ,ov. In the notes on that verse reasons am 
given for adopting the view that ;, <TVVEKA<Kr;, refers to a church 
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and not to an individual. But in either case the words lv 
Ba;SvArov, must almost certainly refer to the place from which 
St Peter was w11iting. 

Three possible interpretations have been suggested. 

A. Babylon on the Euphrates. 
In favour of this it may be urged: 

(1) That in a letter literallanguage rather than metaphorical 
is what would naturally be expected at any rate in the more 
prosaic details of the address from which and to which the letter 
is sent. (2) That Babylon was one of the most important 
centres of the Jewish dispersion. (3) That St Peter was 
especially appointed to work among "those of the circumcision" 
and therefore would be very likely to visit such an important 
Jewish centre as Babylon was. 

In answer to these arguments it may be urged: 

(1) That the words tn1v<KA<KT1/ and vlos in the immediate 
context are both to some extent metaphorical and would therefore 
suggest a metaphorical meaning for Babylon to St Peter's readers. 
Also the opening salutation i. 1 b:},EKro'is 1raperr,i'J11µ,ms l3,arJ"1ropiis 
is almost certainly metaphorical and does not refer to the 
Jewish dispersion. Moreover the letter was not sent "through 
the post" so that there was no necessity for a "post-mark" or 
address to explain the writer's present abode. Silvanus would 
give them all necessary information. (2) That, whereas it is 
true that there had been a very large Jewish colony down to 
the reign of the Emperor Caius, we learn from Josephus (Ant. 
xviii. a) that about the year 40 A.D. great disasters fell upon the 
Babylonian Jews. Many of them were massacred, while others 
fled to Seleucia and thence to Ctesiphon. It is therefore very 
doubtful whether any considerable Jewish colony existed in 
Babylon at the time when 1 Peter was written. (3) That 
there is no evidence or tradition to connect either St Peter or 
St Mark with Babylon or the far East, nor is there any evidence 
for the existence of a Christian Church in Babylon. 

B. Babylon in Egypt. 
The only arguments for this view are : 

(1) That it affords a literal interpretation of the name. 
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(2) That there was a large Jewish colony in Egypt. 
(3) That tradition does connect St Mark, the companion of 

St Peter, with Egypt. 
But against this view it may be urged: 

(1) That in the first century Babylon in Egypt seems to 
have been only a fortress and military station and therefore a 
most unlikely place for the work of St Peter and his companions. 

(2) That no tradition connects St Peter's name with Egypt. 

C. Roine. 
This seems to have been the generally accepted view until 

the Reformation, when opposition to Papal claims eaused some 
Protestant writers to set aside as far as possible all connexion 
between St Peter and Rome. But there is early, wide-spread and 
unanimous tradition that St Peter suffered martyrdom in Rome, 
and fairly ample evidence for his previous work in Rome. His 
companion St Mark was eertainly in Rome towards the end of 
St Paul's imprisonment, and was again invited to come to Rome 
shortly before St Paul's death. Tradition also describes him as 
having been St Peter's interpreter in Rome and as writing his 
record of St Peter's Preaching primarily for the Romans. 

Eusebius (H. E. ii. 15) in the passage referred to above (p. xxviii) 
mentions the tradition that 1 Peter was composed in Rome and 
that Rome is intended by the metaphorical name Babylon-and 
it is not improbable that he found this tradition in the writings 
either of Papias or of Clement of Alexandria to whom he had just 
referred, In the fragment of Papias on St Mark's Gospel (Eus. 
H. E. iii. 39) Papias refers back to some previous statement of his 
own about St Mark's connexion with St Peter, and Eusebius tells 
us that Papias made use of 1 Peter. There is no passage in the 
extant writings of Clement of Alexandria which explains Baoylon 
as meaning Rome in 1 Peter, but he does describe the S~cond 
Epistle of St John aB being addressed "ad quandam Babyloniarn 
Electam nomine, significat autem electionem Ecclesiae Sanctae." 
The Rev. J. Chapman, 0.S.B. (Journal of Theological Studies, 
July 1904), suggests that 2 John was addressed to the Church in 
Rome. The words of Clement do not however state that he 
regarded 2 John as addressed to the Church in Rome and there
fore do not prove that he interpreted Babylon in 1 Peter to mean 
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Rome. They certainly shew that he treated the name Babylon 
as metaphorical, but if be regarded 2 J obn as addressed to some 
Asiatic Church he may have regarded any church in the heathen 
surroundings of some great city or of the Roman Empire as being 
"in Babylon." 

In Jewish apocalyptic literature Babylon seems certainly 
to mean Rome-e.g. the Sibylline Oracles v. 158, the Apocalypse 
of Baruch xi. 1. The dates of these are however somewhat un
certain and may refer to a period after the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans, which would give additional force to the name 
Babylon as applied to Rome. In the Apocalypse of St John 
however there is no clear reference to the Fall of Jerusalem, but 
Rome is described as Babylon beca1rne she is "the harlot" as 
contrasted with the Church the Bride of Christ; the centre and 
ruler of the nations; the source of iniquity and impurity; a great 
trading centre; enervated by luxury; the arch-persecutor of the 
saints, with whose blood she is drunken. This last feature would 
hardly be true of Rome before the Neronian persecution, but it 
is only one of many reasons for comparing Rome with Babylon. 
We have 110 right to assume therefore that the name of Babylon 
was first used for Rome in the Apocalypse of St John. The 
language of Old Testament prophecy about the relations of the 
successive World-powers to the Kingdom of Messiah may well 
have prompted a comparison between Rome and Babylon even 
before the outbreak of organized persecution. It is therefore 
by no means incredible that St Peter might describe Rome as 
Babylon, despite his other language about the Emperor and 
Magistrates, as early as the reign of Nero and possibly before the 
great persecution of 64 A.D. 

The arguments in favour of Rome may be summarized as 
follows: 

(1) The widespread tradition that St Peter did work in 
Rome. (2) The presence of St Mark, who is connected with 
Rome in St Paul's Epistles, and with St Peter in Rome in early 
tradition. (3) The objections to interpreting the name Babylon 
literally, either of Babylon on the Euphrates or of Babylon 
in Egypt, force us to adopt some metaphorical meaning for the 
name. ( 4) Such metaphorical use is suggested: (a) by the 
immediate context avv<KA<KTTJ, (b) by the general tenour of the 
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Epistle in which the titles and experiences of Israel are applied 
to the Christian Church. (6) If the name is metaphorical it 
would naturally be understood to mean Rome, and its appro
priateness would be easily recognizable to St Peter's readers 
even before the .Apocalypse of St John. (6) No other inter
pretation except Rome seems to have been known to early 
writers. (7) The general tone of the Epistle, especially in 
regard to persecution, duty towards the state, and the univer
sality of St Peter's teaching would suggest that he was writing 
from Rome. 

5. THE DATE OF TH1'l EPISTLE. 

Evidence for the date of the Epistle may be deduced from the 
following considerations. 

A. The apparent traces wMch it skews of other N.T. books. 
(1) The Epistle of St James (see p. !iii ff.). The most 

probable date of St James' death is 62 A.D. but his Epistle 
may have been written earlier. 

(2) The Epistle to the Romans (see p. Ix ff.), which was 
probably written in the spring of 58 A.D. (though some would 
date it 56 or 57 A.D.). 

(3) The Epistle to the Ephesians (seep. lxiv fi'.), which was 
probably written towards the close of St Paul's imprisonment 
in Rome 161 or 62 A.D. 

(4) The Epistle to the Hebrews, which Westcott dates 
64-67 A.D., but the coincidences with Hebrews are too uncertain 
to form a serious argument. 

It is not necessary to assume that these Epistles were already 
familiar to St Peter's readers, but only that St Peter himself 
knew them. He had been closely connected with James, the 
Lord's brother, in Jerusalem, and if he wrote fron1 Rome would 
certainly have access to Romans, and a copy of Ephesians which 
was written from Rome would probably be preserved there. 
Moreover St Mark, who was St Peter's companion at the time 
of writing, was certainly with St Paul when he wrote to the 
Colossians (Col. iv. 10) and was probr,bly therefore present when 
Ephesians was written, as Colossians and Ephesians were both 
despatched by the same messenger Tychicus, and Ephesians is 
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almost certainly referred to in Col. iv. 16 as the letter which 
the Colossiaus are to exchange with the Church in LaodiCBa. 
Possibly, as Dr Chase suggests (Hastings' D. of B. iii. 778), 
St Paul may have himself been still in Home when St Peter 
reached the city. 

If then a knowledge of the Epistle to the Ephesians is implied 
in 1 Peter the date cannot be earlier than 61 or 62 but need not 
necessarily be much later. 

B. The Spread of Christianity which it iinplies in so many 
of the provinces of As1:a Minor. 

Ramsay (Church in tlie Romrtn Empire, p. 285) says "they that 
make St Peter write to the congregations of Fontus during Nero's 
reign remove the story of early Christianity from the sphere 
of history into that of the marvellous and supernatural." 

"If Christianity," he says, "was extending along the main line 
of intercourse across the Empire between 50 and 60, it is incon
ceivable that, before A.D. 64, (1) it had spread away from that 
line across the country into the northern provinces ; (2) so 
much org-.tnization and intercommunication had grown up as 
is implied in 1 Peter." 

In answer to this sweeping criticism it may be urged: 

(a) That the story of the spread of Christianity recorded in 
Acts or implied in St Paul's Epistles is confessedly incomplete 
and h1 practically limited to St Paul's own work or influence, 
and parts of this even are only incidentally alluded to, e.g. the 
evangelization of the province of Asia (Acts xix. 10) and the 
spread of Christianity in Rome before St Paul's visit. 

(b) That we have not the slightest warrant for supposing 
that during all this time other Apostles or Missionaries were 
doing nothing to fulfil their Master's commission "to go into all 
the world." 

(c) That the spread of Christianity in the provinces of 
Asii. and Galatia is described in Acts and St Paul's Epistles, 
Therefore only Pontus, Bithynia and Cappadocia remain to be 
accounted for. 

(d) That Ramsay himself (p. 10) says that one great line 
by which the trade of Central Asia was carried to Rome was by 
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the road from the Cilician gates through Tyana and Caesarea of 
Cappadocia to Amisos, the great harbour of the Black Sea in 
Pontus. Therefore this would be a natural line for the spread of 
the Gospel. 

(e) That Jews from Pontus and Cappadocia were present 
on the day of Pentecost, and presumably therefore visited Jeru
salem on other later occasions. Therefore some of them or other 
traders may have helped to introduce Christianity in those 
districts. 

(/) That St Paul himselfon hissecondjourneycontemplated 
a missionary journey in Bi thynia ( Acts xvi. 7), evidently regarding 
it as a suitable sphere for work. It is not, therefore, incredible 
that Silas, who was his companion on that journey, may have 
afterwards carried out the plan which was then abandoned. 

The description of Silas in 1 Pet. v. 12 as vp,,v rnv 1ruTrov 

a/Jill<jlou woultl naturally suggest that he had already worked 
among the readers of the Epistle. 

(g) That Aquila, who was certainly an ardent missionary 
in Ephesus and Rome and was evidently widely known in "all 
the Churches of the Gentiles" (see Rom. xvi. 4), was himself a 
Jew of Pontus and may not improbably have visited his native 
country during his sojourn in Asia. 

(h) That the Epistle does not necessarily imply that all the 
districts named were fully Christianized or that all the Churches 
in them were as yet organized. Possibly some of them had not 
yet regular presbyters. 

Therefore, while we may admit that a late date would leave 
more time for the spread of Christianity over so wide an area of 
which we are told so little in the N.T., there appears to be nothing 
either "marvellous" or "supernatural" iuvolved in the supposition 
that ·the Epistle was written in the reign of Nero. 

C. The relation of the State towm·ds Christianity implwd in 
the Epistle, and the language used abm.t the Emperor and Magu
trates. 

In order to form a fair estimate of this question it is necessary 
to compare the notices of persecution contained in 1 Peter with 
the evidence afforded (a) by other Books of the N.T., (b) by othei· 
accounts of the imperial policy towards Christianity. 
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Notices of persecution and suffering for the sake of Christ in the 
New Testament. 

In the Acts of the Apostles persecution against Christians is 
almost entirely instigated by the Jews. 

The Sanhedrin arrested, imprisoned and flogged the Apostles, 
and put St Stephen to death. Saul was allowed to make a house 
to house visitation and had a mandate from the High Priest to 
extend his work of persecution as far as Damascus, apparently 
unchecked by the Roman Procurator. 

Agrippa I executed James the Son of Zebedee and imprisoned 
St Peter. 

Henceforward the hatred of the Jews was mainly directed 
against St Paul. His death was plotted at Damascus (Acts ix. 23, 
24; 2 Cor. xi. 32) and at his first visit to Jerusalem (Acts ix. 29). 
On his first journey he was expelled from Antioch in Pisidia and 
Iconium (Acts xiii. 50, xiv. 5) and almost stoned io death by the 
mob at Lystra (Acts xiv. 19). On his second journey he was 
flogged and imprisoned by the magistrates at Philippi (xvi.) on 
the charge of" teaching customs not lawful for Romans to observe." 
At Thessalonica the polita,rchs merely bound over Jason and his 
friends to keep the peace, although a political charge had been 
brought (xvii. 7-9). At Corinth, when a purely religious charge 
was brought, Gallio, the proconsul, dismissed the case as being no 
offence against Roman Law (xviii. 12-16), On his third journey 
St Paul and the Christians were attacked because they interfered 
with the trade of the silversmiths at Ephesus, but the town clerk 
repressed any attempt at mob-violence (xix. 23-41). From 
Corinth St Paul was obliged to return by land to escape a plot 
of the Jews (xx. 3). At his last visit to Jerusalem he was seized 
on the charge of having taken Greeks into the Temple, but Lysias 
the chief captain rescued him from the mob and, discovering that 
he was a Roman citizen, protected him against the plots of the 
Jews to kill him, by sending him to be tried before Felix. There 
the charges were sedition, heresy and sacrilege, to the first and 
third of which St Paul successfully pleaded "not guilty," and, 
although he owned himself to be "a Nazarene," i.e. a Christian, 
Felix, Festus and Agrippa all admitted that he had "done nothing 
worthy of bonds or of death." Having exercised his privilege as 
a Roman citizen St Paul was sent to Rome for trial but was 
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leniently treated by the officials and remained in custodia militari:, 
for two years. But he confidently expected release as soon as 
his case was heard and only mentions martyrdom as an unlikely 
contingency (Philippians ii. 17). Not until his second imprison
ment, probably in the reign of Nero, does St Paul describe himself 
as being "in bonds as a.malefactor" (2 Tim. ii. 9) and "ready to 
be offered" (iv. 6). 

Besides these recorded instance:, St Paul describes himself 
(2 Oor. vi. 5) as having suffered blows and imprisonments and 
(2 Oor. xi. 23, 24) as having been five times scourged by the Jews 
and thrice beaten with rods, probably by provincial magistrates. 
Thus on several occasions not only Jews but the heathen mob 
took part in the attack. The intervention of the magistrates 
was also involved. 

Other Christians besides St Paul were evidently exposed to 
persecution. Thus (Acts xiv. 22) Paul and Barnabas warned 
their converts in Asia Minor that "we must pass through many 
afflictions to enter the Kingdom of God." In 1 Thess. i. 6, iii. 3, 
2 Thess. i. 4-6 St Paul refers to the afflictions which they have 
suffered at the hands of their fellow-countrymen and urges them 
not to be shaken by them. He asks the Galatians (iii. 4) "Have 
ye suffered so many things in vain?" ( evidently from Jewish 
opponents). 

The Philippiam, are urged not to be "terrified by their 
adversaries." It is a sign of God's favour to be allowed to suffer 
in Christ's behalf. They are taking part in the same contest of 
suffering which they formerly saw and now hear of St Paul himself 
being engaged in (Phil. i. 28-30). Aquila and Priscilla must on 
some occasion have incurred danger of death to save St Paul as 
they are described as having "risked their own necks for his 
life" (Rom. xvi. 4). Andronicus and Junias (Rom. xvi. 7), 
Aristarchus (Col. iv. 10) and Epapbras (Philemon 23) are 
described as St Paul's "fellow -prisoners." In 2 Cor. xi. 23 
St Paul, in claiming that his share of persecution, blows and 
imprisonments has been ''more a.bundant" than that of others, 
does imply that other Christians had also suffered, though to 
a less degree than himself. 

St James, writing probably not later than 62 A.D. to "the 
twelve tribes of. the dispersion" (which may mean the whole 
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Christian Church and not merely Jewish Christians in the 
neighbourhood of Palestine), reminds them that the rich blas
pheme the good name which Christians bear and drag them 
before courts of law, but he enmurages his readers to endure 
manifold trials as a testing of their faith (Jas i. 2, 3), using the 
selfsame phrases which St Peter employs. 

The writer to the Hebrews (x. 32) reminds them how in the 
early days· of their Christianity they had been made a spectacle 
by sufferings, reproaches and afflictions; how they had sympathized 
with those in bonds and submitted patiently to the plundering 
of their goods. He urges them to imitate Christ in facing the 
dangers which are now in store for them. They must accept 
suffering as a loving chastisement from God, emulating the 
heroes of faith in the 0. T. They have not yet resisted unto blood 
(xii. i), but they are bidden to remember those who are in bonds 
and those who are suffering hardship because they themselves are 
"in the body" and may therefore ere long share the same fate. 
This may possibly refer to the Neronian persecution, and in that 
case is an indication of the way in which it spread into the 
provinces. In the Apocalypse, whether it refers to the period just 
after Nero's reign or to the reign of Domitian, we have evidence 
for a more organized persecution. Many have been slain for the 
word of God vi. 9, including Antipas at Pergamos ii. 13. Rome 
is drunken with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus xvii. 6, xviii. 24. 

The Attitude of the State towards Christianity. 

The policy of Rome towards the subject-nations of the Empire 
was to allow each of them to retain their own religion on the 
following conditions: (1) that it was a national religion and was 
content to take its place side by side with other national religions, 
without claiming to be absolute, (2) that it did not cause political 
or other disturbance, (3) that it managed its own religioUB dis
putes. Now Judaism did of course claim to be absolute, and 
repudiated all other Gods than Jehovah as dumb idols, but at 
the same time it was so intensely national that the Romans not 
only allowed it toleration but even granted special privileges and 
exemptions to the Jews. 

At first therefore, when Christianity was regarded by Roman 
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officials, like Gallio, as "a question of words and names and 
Jewish Law," it shared the same protection as Judaism. On 
several occasions, as we have seen, the magistrates restrained 
the attacks madi. upon St Paul. 

In 2 Thessalonians ii. 6, 7 St Paul regards the policy of the 
reigning Emperor apparently as a restraining influence which 
makes for toleration. 

In Romans xiii. 1~4 he describes civil magistrates as God's 
delegates for avenging wrongdoing, whose praise may be 
obtained by doing what is good. Nevertheless there was from 
the very first an inevitable antagonism between the Empire and 
the Church. The bigotry of the Jews and their open hostility 
towards Christians would soon make it obvious that Christianity 
was no mere sect of Judaism. As an absolute religion which 
could admit of no compromise with idolatry, no worship of the 
Emperor side by side with that of Jehovah, it could not fit into 
the Roman system any more than Judaism. Besides this it was 
not even a national or hereditary religion but a new" superstition," 
which soon came to be regarded as a "pestilent superstition" for 
various reasons. It claimed to provide a universal bond of 
brotherhood, higher and more paramount than that of the 
Empire, whereas under Nero Emperor-worship was steadily 
growing stronger as the necessary link to unite the many 
nationalities and many gods of the subject-nations. It also 
caused divisions in families and interfered with the religious 
rites which formed so large a pa1-t of social and municipal life. 
In many cases, as at Philippi and Ephesus and afterwards (as 
Pliny shews) in Bithynia, trades which were connected with 
idolatry were considerably affected by the spread of Christianity. 
Again no conscientious Christian could take part in the public 
games and religious festivals or acquiesce in the criminal profli
gacy of their neighbours. Consequently Christians came to be 
regarded as gloomy and morose, "enemies of the human race," 
or else as officious "busybodies." Having thus incurred popular 
odium the Christians would often be compelled to hold their 
meetings in secret, and the foul imagination of malicious enemies 
ere long interpreted the Eucharist and Agape or Love Feast as 
involving cannibalism and incestuous lust. Even as early as 
St Paul's arrival in Rome the Jews there told him that their only 
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knowledge of Christianity was that it was everywhere spoken 
against (Acts xxviii. 22), and according to Tacitus it was because 
the Christians were already hated by the mob for their supposed 
crimes, and were regarded as guilty wretches deserving the 
extremest form of punishment, that Nero a few years later 
selected them as scapegoats on whom to vent the popular fury 
and divert suspicion from himself in connexion with the great 
conflagration in Rome. 

From the first therefore Christianity had been an unlawful 
religion and one which was inevitably in conflict with the state. 
No official edict was really necessary to legalize the punishment 
of Christians, and it is quite possible that persecution may have 
been countenanced in the provinces by some magistrates before 
the outbreak of the Neronian persecution. Naturally however 
the policy of Nero iu treating Christians as outlaws would be 
regarded as giving imperial sanction to persecution, and the 
Emperor's example would soon be widely followed in the provinces. 
In the Neronian persecution it is disputed whether Christians 
suffered merely for their religion "as Christians" or only for 
other crimes which were attributed to them. Some forty years 
later in the reign of Trajm1 Pliny, the governor of Bithynia, in 
his letter to the Emperor shews that he had himself put Christians 
to death for the name only, if they obstinately refused to recant, 
and the rescript of Trajan in reply gives imperial sanction to 
this procedure, implying that it was not necess1>ry to prove any 
further crime beyond the fact of being a Christian. But Christians, 
he says, are not to be sought out, and anonymous accusations are 
not to be accepted. Ramsay however ( Church in the Roman 
Empire, p. 256) argues that punishment for the name of Christian 
alone was not in vogue until about the time of V cspasian 
(70-79 A.D.), whereas previously some further crime was always 
alleged. But there is no sufficient evidence of any such change 
of policy, and the account of the Neronian persecution given by 
Tacitus seems most naturally to imply that as early as 64 A.D. 

Christians in Rome suffered for the name only. The object of 
Nero, he says, was to divert suspicion from himself of having 
caused the great fire in Rome. This he could most easily do by 
shifting the odium on to the Christians who were already generally 
hated and credited with all kinds of crimes, and as votaries of 
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an unlawful religion they could be tortured or executed to satisfy 
the popular thirst for vengeance. Several of those who were first 
arrested, says Tacitus, "confessed." What was the nature of this 
confession 1 Surely not that they were guilty of arson but that 
they were Christians. The number of victims was extremely 
large (ingens multitudo), including, according to Clement of Rome, 
matrons, girls and slaves. Now it is obviously impossible that 
all of these could have been legally proved guilty of arson, and 
Tacitus says that they were charged not so much with arson as 
with "hatred to the human race." This probably refers to their 
religious views, which made Christians run counter to all the 
religious ideas, the social festivities, and the moral standard of 
the times. So also Suetonius in his account of the Neronian 
persecution says that Christians were punished as votaries of a 
new and pestilen·t superstition. 

In the light of this evidence for the persecution of Christians 
both before and during the reign of Nero, we must now consider 
whether the allusions to persecution in I Peter necessarily imply 
that the Neronian persecution was in progress or even demand a 
later date. 

In i. 6, 7 St· Peter describes his readers as having been put to 
grief for the time being, if so it must needs be, by manifold trials 
which are a testing of their faith. The keywords of this passage 
however 1rotidXo,s 1r,iparrµ,o'is and rJodµ,wv rijs 1riuuws are appa
rently borrowed from St James, who probably died in 62 A.D. and 
therefore wrote before the outbreak of the Neronian persecution. 
Therefore as borrowed by St Peter the words need not imply any 
persecution organized by the state. 

Similarly in iv. 12 the phrase "fiery trial" (1rvpwuw) is a 
metaphor from the refining of gold, like riodµ,wv in i. 7, and does 
not necessarily refer to death by burning such as was inflicted by 
Nero. 

In ii. 19 Christian slaves are described as suffering unjustly at 
the hands of capricious masters, but here "suffering" is defined as 
being "buffeted." 

In iii. H the possible contingency (.11<al 1rauxo,n) of suffering 
for righteousness' sake is regarded as a blessed thing-with an 
evident allusion to our Lord's words .Mt. v. 10. But such 
suffering is regarded as by no means inevitable. It may be 
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averted by a zealous devotion to what is good (iii. 13). If 
Christians only maintain a good conscience by persistent good 
conduct those who revile them will be shamed into silence (iii. 16). 
Suffering for righteousness' sake therefore is only an uncertain 
contingency, expressed by the optative which is very rare in the 
N. T., ,l Kal 1rauxo1n, "supposing that you should be called upon to 
suffer," "if God's will should require that of you" ( ,1 (}[Ao, iii. 17). 

In ii. 12 Christians are described as being spoken against as 
evil-doers or malefactors (KaK01rowl), but the spectacle of their 
good deeds will cause their heathen neighbours to glorify God in 
"the day of visitation" (see note on ii. 12). 

In iii. 9 They are not to requite evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling. 

In iv. 4 Men revile Christians and regard them as fanatics for 
refusing to join in the profligate excesses of the tlay. 

In iv. 14 It is a blessed thing to suffer reproach in the name 
of Christ. 

In iv. 19 Any who suffer according to the will of God are 
bidden to commit their lives by doing good to the safe keeping 
of God as a faithful Creator who may be trusted to guard His 
own handiwork. 

None of the above passages necessarily imply any organized 
persecution conducted by the state. They might be used of the 
insults, abuse, social boycotting, unjust accusations, and rough 
usage such as Christian converts in a heathen country have 
constantly had to endure. There are however other padsages to 
which Ramsay (Church in the Roman Empire, pp. 280-281, 
290-295) appeals as clearly pointing to organized official per
secution. 

(a) In iii. 15, in a passage dealing with suffering for righteous
ness' sake, Christians are bidden to be "always ready to give an 
answer (d1r0Aoyla) to every man that asketh you a reason con
cerning the hope that is in you." This, says Ramsay, implies 
persecution after. trial and question. Now it is quite true that 
d1r0Aoyla is used of a legal defence in Acts xxv. 16 and 2 Tim. iv. 16, 
and such legal defence might be included in St Peter's use of the 
word. But the words d,i "at any time" and 1rain·l "to any 
person" imply that the reference is more general, and d,,-oll.oyla 
is used in a non-legal sense in Acts xxii. 1 and 1 Cpr. ix. 3 aud 
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most probably in Phil. i. 7, 16, though the la.st passage might 
possibly refer to St Paul's first trial. It can hardly therefore 
be assumed that St Peter is necessarily referring to legal trials. 
His la1iguage may well mean that Christians are always to be 
ready to shew their colours and give a reason for their hope when 
any opponent challenges them, cf. Col. iv. 6 "that ye may know 
how to answer each one." 

(b) Again in iv. 14-16 Ramsay (p. 292) argues that "the 
words 'Let none of you suffer as a murderer or as a thief (sic) •.• 
but if (a man suffer) as a Christian let him glorify God in this 
name' have no satisfactory meaning, unless those to whom they 
are addressed are liable to execution : the verb in the second 
clause is understood from the preceding clause and must have 
the same sense"; and (p. 281) he argues from this same passage 
that Christians suffer for the Name pure and simple, which, 
according to bis theory, was not the case in the reign of Nero. 
He would therefore date the Epistle about 75-80 A.D. (cf. p. xlvi). 
In this case the Petrine authorship can only be maintained by 
supposing that St Peter's life was prolonged beyond the reign of 
Nero. Again (p. 293) Ramsay argues that "in the Roman Empire 
the right of capital punishment belonged only to a small number 
of high officials. No Asian Christian was liable to suffer death 
except through the action of the governor of his province. If 
therefore the Christians are liable to suffer unto death, persecu
tion by the state must be in process." 

In answer to these arguments it may be urged: 
(1) That, even if the passage indisputably proved that the 

penalty of death was inflicted for the Name of Christian pure 
and simple, it may refer to the Neronian persecution or possibly 
even to earlier persecution in which provincial magistrates them
selves anticipated the policy of Nero towards Christians-or 
connived at lynch law on the part of the mob. 

(2) That, even if "the Name of Christian pure and simple'' 
is implied as a legal charge in this passage, it cannot be proved 
that the penalty of death was necessarily inflicted. 

Of the earlier charges specified "murder" would no doubt be 
punished with death-but "theft" would surely not incur that 
penalty ordinarily, while w,co1rou.1r is too general a term to be 

d2 
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limited to abominable offences or criminal acts necessarily 
punishable with death-and ,D,>..orpwori<TKO'll"os (which probably 
refers to tampering with other peoples' concerns-interfering 
with their families or their trade) can hardly have constituted 
a capital offence under Roman Law in ordinary cases. It seems 
therefore by no means a conclusive argument that the word 
"suffer," as supplied in the second clause, must imply death 
because it would bear that sense in one of the preceding cases. 
The balance of probability, so far as this particular passage is 
concerned, seems to be rather on the other side. Moreover 
verae 14 speaks of "being reproached in the name of Christ," 
and this also suggests that the suffering intended does not refer 
exclusively or even primarily to death. Again, whereas the 
first three words are coupled together with ff, implying that they 
are all legal charges, d>..>..orpwml<TK011"os is separated from them 
by the repetition of ws, so that it may be intended as a ground 
of complaint or dislike rather than as a definite legal charge, and 
in that case it is hardly safe to assume that "the Name of 
Christian pure and simple" was a definite legal charge. 

(c) In v. 8 Christians are bidden to "be sober, be vigilant, 
because their adversary the devil goeth about seeking to devour." 
This passage does probably refer chiefly to the temptation to 
deny their Faith in the hour of danger and persecution, because 
the next verae speaks of the same experiences of sujferi'ng as 
being accomplished in the Christian brotherhood in the world. 
This certainly shews that the sufferings of the Asian Christians 
were not unique but were shared by other Christians elsewhere, 
but it is hardly sufficient to prove that an organized persecution 
was in progress affecting the whole Church simultaneously. The 
word dvrUJi1<os might be used of Satan as "the accuser of the 
brethren", before God (Rev. xii. 10) without necessarily implying 
that Satan is represented by some human prosecutor in an 
actual legal trial on earth, and the words 11"£pmarii C11r&iv are 
part of the simile of the prowling lion in search of prey and need 
not necessarily imply that Christians are being "sought out for 
trial by Roman officials," as Ramsay suggests (p. 281). If however 
the words are thus literally interpreted they would merely point 
to a date before the rescript of Trajan which forbade such search 
for Christians. 
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The following conclusions may therefore be suggested: 

(1) that the Epistle does not necessarily imply that an official 
persecution organized by the state was in progress, although 
some passages would certainly admit of that interpretation; 

(2) that if such organized persecution is implied the evidence 
is not inconsistent with what is known of the Neronian persecu
tion. 

Dr Hort (1 Pet. Int. pp. I and 3) says that the Epistle "was 
written during a time of rising persecution to men suffering under 
it" and he suggests that this was either 

(1) the persecution begun by Nero, or (2) a persecution 
arising out of it, or (3) a persecution in Asia Minor, independent 
of any known persecution bearing an Emperor's name and per
haps even a little earlier than Nero's persecution, as may be 
suggested by the language used in the Epistle about the Emperor 
and his officers. 

The Emperor and magistrates are described in language, 
evidently borrowed from Romans xiii. 1 If., as God's agents 
to exact vengeance on evil-doers but for the praise of them 
that do well. With regard to this point Dr Chase (Hastings' 
D. of B., vol. iii., p. 785) argues "that a Christian teacher 
writing from Rome after Nero's attack on the Church to fellow
Christians in the provinces should adopt St Paul's language" 
( which was written when he still regarded the Roman State as 
the "restraining power" and still looked to the Emperor as the 
protector of the Church] "only making it more explicit and em
phasizing its hopefulness seems inconceivable." 

In answer to this argument it might be urged: 

(a) That St Peter expressly points his readers to Christ 
as the example of patience under injustice, and Our Lord 
recognized the authority of Pilate as being "given him from 
above," despite the judicial crime in which he was taking part. 
He also told His followers that they would be brought before 
mlers and kings for His name's sake, and yet bade them bless 
and pray for their persecutors. 

(b) That later Fathers, who certainly wrote during or after 
periods of violent persecution, in which the state had shewn the 
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greatest cruelty and injustice towards Christians, nevertheless 
use equally strong language about civil rulers. 

E.g. Clement of Rome, c. 96 A.D., says (cc. Ix. lxi.) "Give concord 
and peace to us and to all that dwell on the earth-while we 
render obedience to Thine Almighty and most excellent Name 
and to our mlers and governors upon the earth. Thou, 0 Lord 
and Master, hast given them the power of sovereignty through 
Thine excellent and unspeakable might, that we, knowing the 
glory and honour which Thou hast given them, may submit 
ourselves unto them, in nothing resisting Thy will." 

Still it must be admitted that it would have been easier for 
St Peter to speak so hopefully about civil rulers before the 
outbreak of the N eronian persecution rather than during or 
after it, and this would add some slight support to other con
siderations which also point to an early date for the Epistle. 

D. The probable date (a) of St Pete-ls death, (b) of an occasion 
when St Peter, St Mark and Silvanus were present together in 
Rome, a.1 i,s implied in v. 12, 13. 

(a) Ramsay, who dates this Epistle 75-80 A.O., suggests 
that St Peter's life may have been prolonged to that date on 
the following grounds: (1) that the evidence for St Peter's 
martyrdom in the reign of Nero is not very early; (2) that 
there must be some foundation in fact for the strong tradition 
that St Peter worked for a long time in Rome, whereas if he died 
in the reign of Nero it is hardly possible that he can have resided 
long in Rome. 

The evidence for St Peter's death in the reign of Nero is as 
follows: 

(1) Clement of Rome (c. 96 A.O.) (cc. v., vi.) couples the 
martyrdoms of St Peter and St Paul closely together, placing 
that of St Peter first, and says that "to them was gathered 
a great company of the elect, who, being the victims of jealousy, 
by reason of many outrages and tortures became a noble example 
among us." 

It is argued (Dr Chase, Hastings' D. of B., iii. 769) that "the 
great company" must refer to the Neronian victims, and as they 
are describe<l as being "gathered to" ( rrvv'J8pofo·8'1) Peter and 
Paul it is suggested that those two Apostles were among the 



DATE OF THE EPISTLE xlvii 

earliest. victims and must consequently have been put to death 
in A.D. 64 or 65, as the great fire which served as the pretext for 
Nero's persecution happened in July 64 A.D. 

In answer to this it may be urged : 

(a) That when once Nero had set the example of persecuting 
the Christians such persecution was more or less chronic, and 
therefore later victims than those of Nero's reign may be in
eluded in "the great company." 

(b) That Peter and Paul are named first, not necessarily 
because they were the earliest victims, but because they alone 
were Apostles and therefore the ringleaders to whom both earlier 
and later victims might be described as being "gathered." 

(c) That the traditional date for St Paul's death is 67 or 
68 A.D., i.e. three or four years after the fire when the first violence 
of the Neronian persecution had spent itself. If persecution was 
more or less chronic from 64 A.D. onwards such later date for 
St Paul's martyrdom is by no means impossible and is more 
consistent with the evidence of the Pastoral Epistles. The ex
tended missionary work implied in them can with difficulty be 
accounted for if the period between his release from his first 
imprisonment and his death was only two or three years. 
Again in 2 Tim. St Paul speaks of his "first defence" and yet 
contemplates surviving till the winter and invites Timothy and 
Mark to join him in Rome. This evidence implies a lengthy 
remand and comparative safety for other well known Christians 
to visit Rome and is hardly consistent with the theory that 
St Paul suffered in the first outbreak of the :N eronian persecution. 

It is therefore possible, or even probable, that neither St Peter 
nor St Paul were present in Rome in 64 A.D. and that consequently 
they escaped martyrdom until a later date. 

Still Clement does couple the martyrdoms of St Peter and 
St Paul together and that of St Paul was almost certainly in 
Nero's reign. 

(2) Dionysius of Corinth (c. 170) (as quoted by Eus. H. E. ii. 
25. 8) after speaking of the joint work of Peter and Paul in 
Corinth, says that, "having gone together (01· 'to the same 
place') to Italy and taught, they suffered martyrdom at the 
8ame time." 
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(3) Tertullian (c. 200) (Scorp. 15) says "Nero was the first 
to stain the rising faith with blood at Rome." "Then Peter is 
'girded by another' when he is bound to the cross." Then Paul 
etc. 

(4) Origen (c. 250) (ap. Eus. iii. 1) mentions St Peter's death 
by crucifixion in Rome before St Paul's martyrdom, and dates 
the latter in the r.eign of Nero. 

(5) Commodian (c. 250) (Carmen Apologeticum 820 f.) spea.ks 
of Peter and Paul as suffering in Rome under Nero. 

(6) The Chronicon of Eusebius. The Armenian version puts 
the Neronian persecution, when the Apostles Peter and Paul 
suffered martyrdom in Rome, in the thirteenth year of Nero, 
i.e. 67-68 A.D., while J erome's version gives the fourteenth year 
of Nero, i.e. 68 A.D., as the date. 

(7) The Catholic Acts of Peter (ed. Lipsius, p. 172 f.) 
(probably fifth century but based upon a seeond century 
docnment) connect with St Peter's death a prophecy that 
"Nero should be destroyed not many days hence." 

(8) The lists of Roman Bishops give Linus as the first Bishop 
after the Apostles with 12 years' episcopate, then Anacletus as 
second Bishop with 12 years' episcopate, followed by Clement 
as third Bishop. Eusebius dates the accession of Clement in 
92 A.D. which would place the appointment of Linus in 68 A.D., 

but Lightfoot would date Clement's accession 86-88 A.D. which 
would place Linus 62-64 A.D. 

If Linus is regarded as succeeding to the Bishopric on 
St Peter's death this would corroborate the N eronian date for 
the martyrdom. 

Irenaeus however describes Linus as being appointed Bishop 
by St Peter and St Paul, the founders of the Church in Rome, 
and no writers of the first two centuries or more describe 
St Peter himself as Bishop of Rome. Therefore Linus may 
have been Bishop in St Peter's lifetime, and in that case his 
accession affords no clue for the date of St Peter's martyrdom. 

(9) It seems probable that St Mark's written record of 
St Peter's preaching (which was either our second Gospel or 
at least the basis of it) was written before the Fall of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70, and Irenaeus states that Mark wrote it after the :folfoJ. 
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of Peter and Paul, which probably means after their death. 
Clement of Alexandria, Ori gen and Jerome on the other hand 
represent St Mark as writing during St Peter's lifetime. But 
Irenaeus is more likely to represent the tradition current in 
Rome, and St Peter's death would make the need of a written 
record much stronger. Moreover "the presbyter" quoted by 
Papias (Eus. iii. 39) describes St Mark as having to rely upon 
bis memory of what St Peter preached, and this suggests that 
St Peter was dead. 

The general consensus of tradition therefore seems to place 
St Peter's martyrdom in the reign of Nero, and this would make 
68 the latest possible date for the Epistle. 

(b) We have next to consider the most probable date at 
which St Peter, St Mark and Silvanus were in Rome together. 

'l'he apparent traces of the Epistle to the Ephesians contained 
in 1 Peter make it unnecessary to consider any earlier date than 
61 A.D., and reasons have been given above (seep. xviii f.) for the 
view that St Peter had not worked in Rome before that date. 
On the other hand there is a strong tradition that St Peter 
worked/or a. considerable time in Rome, and there is some evidence 
that St Peter and St Paul worked together in Rome. There is 
therefore reasonable ground for presuming that St Peter arrived 
in Rome very soon after Colossians and Ephesians were written 
and before St Paul left the city. We know from Col. iv. 10 that 
St Mark was already in Rome, "touching whom," St Paul says, 
"ye received comrmmdments, if he come unto you receive him." 

This suggests three questions : 

(a) What were these "commandments"1 (b) Why had it 
been necessary to send them 1 (c) Why does St Paul go out 
of his way to refer to them 1 

A plausible answer is (a) that the commands were the words 
which follow, namely instructions which had been sent to the 
Colossians (probably by St Paul himself) to receive St Mark if 
he passed that way on his journey to Romo; (b) that such 
instructions were necessary because St Mark, as a previous 
deserter, whom St Paul had declined to accept as a fellow
worker (possibly, as Dr Chase suggests, because St Mark was 
not in full sympathy with his policy towards the Gentiles) 
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might well have been coldly received unless his journey was 
known to have St Paul's full concurrence, (c) that St Paul 
desired to shew the Colossians how fully St Mark's visit to 
Rome had justified the hopes which he had formed in preparing 
for it. As one of the leading representatives "of the Circum
cision" St Mark had been a great comfort to him at a time 
when others were preaching Christ out of faction (Phil. i. 17). 

If this explanation be accepted there is no ground for believing 
that St Mark was thinking of leaving Rome in 61 A.D. and con
templating a possible visit to Colossae. He may therefore have 
remained in Rome and been St Peter's companion there from 61 
to 64 A.D. On the other hand it suggests that St Mark's visit 
to Rome had been carefully arranged for and undertaken with 
St Paul's concurrence, if not at his request. 

Dr Chase (Hastings' D. of B.) hazards a further conjecture 
that St Peter's own visit to Rome was also at St Paul's request. 
St Paul's ardent desire was to unite Jewish and Gentile Christians 
in One Body, and if this could be accomplished in a mixed 
Chiirch like that of Rome, the capital and meeting-place of the 
Empire, the problem would be largely solved for the rest of 
Christendom. This had been the great object of St Paul's 
Epistle to the Romans. Its fulfilment would be enormously 
furthered if St Peter the Apostle to "those of the Circumcision" 
and Paul the .Apostle of the Gentiles were seen working together 
in Rome. Such an object-lesson of unity would shew how com
pletely "the middle wall of partition" was broken down. In any 
case, whether it were at St Paul's request or on his own initiative, 
St Peter would certainly welcome such an opportunity of again 
"giving the right hand of fellowship" to St Paul's work. He 
had himself been chosen to "open the door" to Gentile converts. 
It was he who advocated their exemption from Circumcision and 
the observance of the Law. If on one occasion at Antioch he 
withdrew from intercourse with Gentiles it was obviously not 
from any personal bigotry of his own but merely out of deference 
to Jewish scruples, There is no evidence that he resented 
St Paul's outspoken rebuke when once he realized that his conduct 
involved a breach of principle. 

Although his own sphere of work had been speciaily among 
those of the Circumcision he must have been genuinely distressed 
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on :finding himself claimed by Judaizers as a supposed opponent 
of St Paul. 

There is therefore no reason to distrust the early tradition 
that St Peter and St Paul did "work together" and jointly 
founded the Church in Rome. If this was the case it can only 
have been just after St Paul's release in 61 A.D., and the whole 
tenour of St Peter's Epistle is easiest to explain if it was written 
during or just after such a period of fellowship with St Paul. 

With regard to St Peter's other companion Silvanus (or Silas) 
we are told nothing of his movements after St Paul's Second 
Missionary journey. Certainly Silvanus cannot have been in 
Rome before or during St Paul's first imprisonment, otherwise 
so faithful a fellow-worker would inevitably have been mentioned 
in his Epistles. It is therefore quite possible that St Peter, 
St Mark and Silas might have been together in Rome at any 
time from 62 A.D. (or late in 61 A.D.) till the middle of 64 A.D. 

It is less easy to find an occasion when they might be there 
together later in N era's reign. . 

If St Peter was in Rome during the first violence of the 
Neronian persecution he would almost certainly be one of the 
first victims. It is however possible that he may have returned 
to Jerusalem to take part in the election of Symeon as Bishop of 
Jerusalem after the death of James the Lord's brother-which 
happened most prob,tbly in 62 A.D. Eusebius H. E. iii. 11 quotes 
a tradition that the surviving Apostles came together from all 
parts for the election of Symeon. 

It is true that Eusebius places this event after the Fall of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70, but he wa.-i apparently misled by a rhetorical 
exaggeration of Hegesippus (Eus. ii. 23) who speaks of Vespasian 
commencing the siege immediately after the murder of James. 
But the account given by Josephus (Ant. xx. 9. 1), which is also 
quoted by Eusebius, would place the death of James in 62 A.D., 

and in this case the election of Symeon was presumably not long 
deferred. Some time however would necessarily elapse before 
the news of James' death could reach Rome, and further delay 
would be necessary to summon a meeting of the scattered Apostles 
(say) in 63 or early in G4 A.D. If then St Peter did leave Rome 
before the persecution broke out he may have escaped martyrdom 
until nearly the end of Nero's reign (or possibly even until a later 
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date). On the other hand it seems inconceivable that either 
St Peter or Silvanus were in Rome when 2 Timothy was written 
shortly before St Paul's martyrdom-and if St Peter had then 
been recently put to death St Paul would surely have referred to 
the fact. St Mark was certainly then somewhere in the East as 
St Paul asks Timothy to bring him with him to Rome (2 Tim. 
iv. 11 ). It is certainly difficult to believe that St Paul was writing 
during the first fury of the Neronian persecution, but if he was 
writing in the autumn of 64 A.D. and St Mark did come to Rome 
"before winter" in answer to his request, then he may have 
remained in Rome after St Paul's death as St Peter's companion, 
and there would still remain some three years (65-68 A.n.) within 
the reign of Nero when 1 Peter might have been written. But 
if, as seems on the whole more probable, St Paul's death is placed 
as late as 67 A.D. there would be hardly time for St Peter's visit 
to Rome before Nero's death. 

E. The Silence of the Epistle about St Paul. 

Arguments from silence are always precarious, but it is certainly 
difficult to believe that St Peter, if he wrote from Rome shortly 
after St Paul's martyrdom, could have failed to mention it. Unless 
therefore we adopt Ramsay's view that 1 Peter was written 
several years after St Paul's death, and we set aside the tradition 
that St Peter himself was put to death in the reign of Nero, the 
absence of all mention of St Paul is more easily explained on the 
assumption that St Paul was still alive. In this case there are 
two alternatives. (1) That St Paul was still in Rome but that 
his old colleague Silvanus, the bearer of this Epistle, was charged 
with all necessary tidings about him. Possibly, as Dr Chase 
suggests, Silvanus was being sent on a mission to .Asia Minor 
on St Paul's behalf. 

(2) That St Paul had already left Rome and had himself 
gone to Asia. He certainly contemplated such a journey soon 
after his release, as he asked l'hilemon to prepare him a lodging 
at Colossae (Philemon 22). In this case also Silvanus would 
perhaps be able to give tidings of St; Paul to St l'ete1"s other 
readers. 

The various arguments as to the date of I Peter may therefore 
be summed up as follows: 
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(1) The traces of other Books point to a date not earlier than 
61 or 62 but not necessarily much later. 

(2) The spread of Christianity in the Northern provinces of 
Asia Minor is not impossible during the reign of Nero. 

(3) The relations between the Church and the State which 
are implied are not inconsistent with what is known of the 
Neronian persecution, and would even admit of a date shortly 
before that persecution broke out. 

(4) There is not sufficient evidence to set aside the tradition 
that St Peter suffered martyrdom in the reign of Nero, so that 
68 A.D. is the latest date consistent with the Petrine authorship 
of the Epistle. 

(5) That St Peter, St Mark and Silvanus might have been 
together in Rome between 61 and 64 or possibly, but less 
probably, at the end of Nero's reign after St Paul's death. 

(6) That the absence of all mention of St Paul is less difficult 
to explain before St Paul's death than shortly after that event. 

Therefore the evidence seems to be slightly in favour of dating 
the Epistle between 62 and 64 A.D., and such a date would suit 
one of the apparent objects of the Epistle, namely to promote 
the union between Jewish and Gentile Christians. 

6. RELATIONS BETWEEN 1 PETER AND OTHER N.T. BOOKS. 

(a) 1 Peter and James. 

l Pet. i. 1 l1<.A£1<.roi, 1rapnnl'iryp.oi, l'iia1r1ropii,. 
J as i. 1 rai, /Jwll£rn cpv"J\a'i, rat, iv rii /Jwcr1rop~. 

Three views are possible : 

(a) That both Epistles employ the word l'iia1r1ropa in its 
literal sense of the Jewish Dispersion. In this case either writer 
might have used the phrase independently of the other. To 
St James writing from Jerusalem Jewish Christians in other 
lands would naturally be thought of a8 "in the Dispersion." 
St Peter writing from the Roman centre of "the Dispersion" 
might quite naturally use the phrase of another district of the 
Dispersion. But if one writer did derive the word from the 
other the borrower was probably St Peter. 
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(b) It may be literal in St James and metaphorical in 
St Peter. In this case the natural inference would be that 
St Peter, with his mind evidently full of the thought of the 
Christian Church as the new Israel of God, borrowed St James' 
greeting to the Dispersion and applied it to his scattered readers 
as the "new Dispersion." 

(a) That both St James and St Peter use the word meta
plwricall;IJ of the Christian Church. Certainly that suits the 
general tenour of St Peter's Epistle, and Parry adduces strong 
arguments for its use in that sense by St James. 

If the report of St James' speech (Acts xv. 14-20) may be 
accepted as representing his actual arguments, he did speak 
of God choosing a people (Aaor) for His Name from among the 
Gentiles to be included in the restored "tabernacle of David''; 
and the language of the prophets about the ideal Jerusalem, 
coupled with our Lord's words about "gathering together His 
elect," might suggest to one writing from Jerusalem the idea 
of the Church as forming the Twelve Tribes of the ideal Israel 
of God at present "scattered abroad." But if so it is a pregnant 
seed-thought suggesting the totality and the underlying unity 
of the Church despite present appearances. St James makes no 
attempt to expand it in the remainder of his Epistle, and, unless 
it was an idea already familiarized to the readers either by 
St James himself or other teachers, they would not readily gr.asp 
its meaning. 

In St Peter on the other hand the idea is elaborated and 
worked out by other titles-"holy nation," "royal priesthood," 
etc. 

It is however more likely that St Peter should have thus 
expanded a pregnant thought of St James' than that St James 
should have chosen one single title out of St Peter's list, 

It is almost impossible to date St Peter's Epistle earlier than 
61 A,D.; if it was written from Rome, and if St James' martyrdom 
was in 62 A.D. there would be barely time for St Peter's Epistle 
to become known to him and still less to his readers. This 
argument affects also all the other passages under discussion in 
the two Epistles and suggests that St Peter borrowed from 
St James rather than vice versa. 
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1 Pet. i. 6 f. iv ff ayaAA,iiuB•, oAiyav ,tpTL ft liiov Av1r710ivns lv 
'1f'OtKtAot!; 1rftpau:p.ols, i'va TO ao,dp.tov Vµ,@v TijS' 1riUTfO)!; K.T.A. 

JaS i. 2 f. 1rll<TUV xapav ~yriuaUBE OTaV 7rELpGU/JOlS 1rfpL1r€U1JTE 
1fOtKtAo,s, 1nvCiHTKOVT£S' 0-r, ..,.a lJo,dp,wv Vp,Wv Tijr rrlrrrroos K.T.A. 

In these passages the verbal correspondence is so close and 
the order of the words in the last clause so unusual that there 
must be some direct literary connexion between the two writers. 

St Peter is referring to outward trials and persecutions, which 
form one of the main topics of his Epistle. He works out the 
idea of lioKiµwv by a comparison with the refining of gold, with 
an apparent allusion to Prov. xxvii. 21 aodµwv apyvpi'f Ka, xpvu,;; 
1rvpw,ns (to which he reverts again in iv. 12) av~p lii lloKtµa(ETat 
li,a uroµaros E)'KWJ,Lta(ovrwv avrov and Prov. xvii. 3 lio.:1µa(,-rm 
lv 1<.aµlv<e ll.p-yvpos- ,:al xpvuOs, oVrrus- EKAEKTal 1:.apalat 7raplt 
Kvpiov. 

It may therefore be argued that St Peter borrowed a pregnant 
thought from St James and elaborated it from the Old Testament, 
at the same time softening down the uncompromising stoicism 
of St James 1riiuav xapav ~yryuauB, by adding 6Aiyov apn, El <5iov, 
A111r1JBivrm Such expansion and mitigation of an allusive paradox 
might be natural on the part of the borrower while the reverse 
process would be less probable. 

On the other hand the ordinary view is that in St James also 
the words refer to external trials, which is not a prominent topic 
in his Epistle, and that he immediately deserts it to discuss 
temptations to sin. In this case the words are rather disconnected 
in St James and it might be argued that he borrowed them from 
St Peter as a kind of text. Parry however (St Jas. p. 32 ff.) argues 
that St James is throughout referring to temptationB to sin and 
begins with the startling paradox "Count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations." 

In this case the words are connected with their context in 
St James, but it might be argued that such psychological 
analysis as St James bases on them is more subtle and therefore 
presumably l1c1ter than the lessons of practical experience which 
St Peter gives. But, whereas the psychological phase would 
naturally be later than the practical in the same person, it is 
hardly a conclusive argument as to the relative dates of writings 
by two different persons. St Peter might have borrowed a subtle 
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idea from St James and either understood it or applied it in a 
more practical sense to outward trials. 

1 Pet. i. 23 ff. ava"/f'YHV1J/J,fVOt ... <J,a Myov (@VTO~ 8,ov KUL 

µivovTo~ ... &1ro6fµ£vot o'Ov 1rii£Tav 1<.a1<.iav. 

Jas i. 18, 21 fJot1A.1J8,1~ U7rfKVTJ<TfV T)µii~ A.oY'f' UA.'}8,ia~ ••• ad, 
Urro0iµ.Evo1. .... TTEp1.<ruElav KaKlaf ... 3i~arr8£ 7()v Eµ,<J>vrov ADyov. 

Here St James begins by referring to "the manifestation of 
God's will in creation as a strong warrant and incentive for 
resistance to temptation" (Parry). In St Peter the only allusion 
to creation is in iv. 19, that God is "a faithful creator" who may. 
be trusted in all trials not to neglect His own handiwork. 

St Peter on the other hand is refe1Ting to the word of 
regeneration by which man is begotten anew as a new creature. 

But St James goes on to urge his readers to receive the 
implanted word ("ti.oy~~ lµ.cpvrM), which seems to mean the fiat 
of creation after God's likeness, as an active redemptive principle 
now implanted within the man who receives it, and this must 
be the word of regeneration, the new principle of life given in 
Christ Jesus. 

Both St Peter and St James shew that those who are thus 
begotten by the word of God must put away all malice. In 
St Peter this is urged as a necessary result of being so begotten. 
If the seed from which they spring is the incorruptible word of 
God which abides for ever, its fruit should be shewn in a love 
which is equally incorruptible and abiding, and this involves 
putting away all malice, etc. In St James the putting away of 
malice is rather a necessary preliminar,1/ in order to receive the 
implanted word. Thus the treatment of the subject is very 
different in the two writers. Whichever was the borrower has 
welded the idea into his own argument without any slavish 
imitation. But St James's appeal to the fiat of creation is more 
subtle and obscure than the appeal to regeneration by St Peter. 
It would therefore seem that St Peter has adopted one part only 
of St James' message, possibly not having himself grasped the 
allusion to the Gospel of Creation. 

The contrast between corruptible seed and the word of God 
living and abiding for ever is emphasized by St Peter by a 
quotation from Isaiah xl. 6 rriiua uap~ xopro~ Kal rriiua (!o~a 

UvBpCd1rov COs- tf..vOo~ xOprov, Ef,.,p&vBr, 0 xOpror ,cal rO ,1v8or €~€1rErrEv, 
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Tli ll, pijµ,a TOV 0,ov ryµ,oov /J,fV£1 ••r TOV aloova. In i. 24 he quotes 
the whole passage with three variations from the LXX . .:is being 
inserted after u&pt, auTijr substituted for dv0p&nrov and Kuplov 
for Tov Brnv ~,-.wv, all of which readings may possibly have been 
found in the text of the LXX. used by St Peter. Now the main 
point in St Peter's use of the passage is the last clause, "the word 
of the Lord abideth for ever," but. the earlier portion is also very 
appropriate to his argument. The fading glory of grass is a 
fitting embl~m of "the corruptible seed," the vain manner of 
living which his readers had inherited from their heathen fore
fathers. Moreover the whole pa.~sage in Isaiah is a gospel of 
redemption and new birth for God's exiled people in Babylon, 
based upon the lastingness of God's promise as contrasted with 
the vanity of human schemes. It is therefore very suitable to 
describe the new birth of the New Israel, ransomed from their 
old heathen surroundings. 

St Peter therefore might quite well have selected the passage 
independently. But in view of the other traces of his indebted
ness to St J arnes, it is not unlikely that the quotation was partly 
suggested to his mind by the fact that in Jas i. 10 a few phrases 
Ws &veo~ xDpTOV . .. f~~pavf rOv xDprov Kal TO dv6or aiJToV E~i'1TE<If 
had been applied to the transitoriness of et1rthly riches. 

1 Pet. ii. 11 dmix•uBa, TOOV uapK£KOOV bnBvµ,,wv Uf.TIVH 

UTpaTfVOVTal KUTQ Tijs tuxijr. 
Jas. iv. 1 <K TOOV ~llovoov vµwv TOOV urpanuoµivwv EV TO!S 

µiX,u,v vµwv; bnBu,-.,,n. 
In St Peter the words are an injunction to Christians, as 

strangers and sojourners, to abstain from the mutinous desires 
of the flesh which are at war against their true self (tvxry). 
They must maintain an honourable standard in all their dealings 
with heathen neighbours. 

In St James pleasures are regarded as hostile occupants of 
the members, resisting a lawful authority which is not named, 
and this causes quarrels and fightings. There is therefore not 
any close connexion of thought between the two passages. 

Possibly St Peter may have had St Paul's words in Rom. vii. 23 
in his mind. /3Ai1roo ,npov voµov ,v ro,r µ,iA,uiv µ,ou dvnurpa
uvoµ,,vov T'f 116µ,cp Tov vo6r µou. The use of uap,aKor in a bad 
sense is decidedly P;.uline, b1+t ,J,vxry must not be identified with 

-1 PETER 
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'ITV<vµ,a-e.g. Gal. v. 17 ;, ydp a-ap~ em0tJµ,ii KaTa TOV 'ITVEVJ1,aTo,
,Y1JXfi is the essential '' self" in man, of which his bodily life is 
only a secondary element. 

l Pet. iv. 8 aya'ITI) KaAV'ITT£l 'lTAij0os aµ,apTtwv. 
,Tas v. 20 one who converts a sinner rnXv,j,<1 ,.,.>..ij0o, aµ,apnwv. 
In Prov. x. 1.2 the LXX. reads µ,'ia-os- ,y,lpEL v,'iKa, ,.,.&vras ll, roh 

µ.11 ip,Xov<1KovvTa, KllAU'ITTEL ip,)o.ia-hut the Hebrew is "love 
covereth all sins." 

It is possible that some Greek text of Proverbs x. 12 may have 
read K.aAU7rTEL rrXij0os aµ,apnoov-oraya'IT'l KUAV'lrTE< ,rA.~0osaµ,apnwv 
may have been an unwritten saying of Christ, as Resch suggests
because it is introduced by <p17a-i in Clem. Al. Paed. iii. 1.2 and by 
)o.iyu Kupw, in Didascalia ii. 3. But otherwise the words in 
Jas v. 20 can hardly be regarded as a quotation at all. In 
St Peter on the other hand there does seem to be an obvious 
reference to Proverbs x.12\ and, unless rrAij0o, aµ,apnwv occurred 
in the Greek text 1IBed by him or in some familiar saying, it 
seems probable that the variation from both the LXX. and the 
Hebrew was suggested by the phrase in St James. 

It is less easy to suppose that St Peter originated this variant 
form of an O.T. proverb, and that St James borrowed part of it 
from him and used it in a sense which is very different from that 
in Proverbs and 1 Peter. 

1 Pet. V. 5-9 o 0,/i, 1/'IT£/J1/<pavo,, &vnTaCTCTETa, Ta7rf!J!OLS' a. 
<lillwrr,v xdpw. Tarr«v&>017u o~v 1171"0 T'JV Kprzrn,av x•ipa TOV 0,ov, 
l'va vµ,ii, v,J,&>rrn••·o /J,d(3oAOS' ..• ~ dvr{CTT']Tf, 

Jas iv. 6 0 0,o, V'IT<p1Jcfidvo1S' avTITOIT<J'ETal Ta'ITHVOLS' a. lll/Jwrr,v 
xap,v. V'IT0TOY1JTE o~v .-,;, B«f. OJ!TLITT'JTE a. r<i> llwBoA<j> ••• (10) 
rarrt:tvW01JTE EvW1rtov KvplOv Kat {rtj,Ol(Tfl. llµiis. 

Here both writers quote the same verse, Prov. iii. 34, with the 
same variation from the LXX. o 0,o, for Kvpw,. In St James the 
quotation is naturally suggested by the preceding words µ,,i(ova 
a, <Ji<lwrrw xapw which Parry (St Jas. 40) explains to mean that 
God not only imparted a living soul to man in creation and 
therefore jealously demands its sole allegiance to Himself, but 
also bestows an even greater favour in the gift of regeneration
(cf. the Xoyo~ aA1J0,ia~ and the lJ1,<p1JTOS" Myos-). This gift can only 
be received with meekness and humility (cf. lv ,.,.paitr11n). Proud 
self-will, which seeks its own pleasure and the friendship of th~ 
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world, inevitably means hostility to God-God "ranges Himself 
against" (avnT«<T<T•rn1) the proud. Therefore "range yourselves 
under" (v1rordy,,u) God-and thereby take your stand against 
the devil. The pleasures of sin can only end in wretchedness, 
whereas humble submission to God leads to true greatness. 

According to this interpretation the language about humility 
does form a natural part of the ttrgument of St James and is not 
(as some have suggested) a rather disjointed digression based 
upon a quotation introduced merely to support <i/<iw<riv xapw. 

In St Peter also the passage suits the context in which it 
occurs. He had just urged the "elders" not to "lord it over" 
the flock, and "the younger" on the other hand to "submit" to 
the elders. All parties must gird themselves with humility to 
serve each other, "for God resisteth the proud but gives favour 
to the humble." Such "favour" is being conferred upon them 
even in their present sufferings. It is the.God of all favour who 
is calling them to His eternal glory in Christ through suffering. 
But that favour can only be won by humble submission to God, 
coupled with stedfast resistance to the devil, who attempts to 
utilize such sufferings as an opportunity to "devour" his prey. 

Thus in St James the quotation from Proverbs was suggested 
by the words Sl<ioo<Tw x&pw, whereas St Peter borrows it to 
emphasize the need of humility. Then each writer turns to the 
other idea contained in the quotation. If this coincidence stood 
alone it might be argued that each quoted the same verse 
independently of the other (the common variant from the 0.T. 
o 0,6s for Kvp,os being possibly found in their text of the LXX.). 
But, in view of the other coincidences between the two Epistles, 
it is more probable that St Peter has borrowed from St James, 
giving a more practical application to the somewhat subtle ideas 
suggested by him. 

Besides some coincidences in language, e.g. 1rapaKvfai 
1 Pet. i. 12, Jas i. 25; rn'A.ry ava<TTpocp~ 1 Pet. ii. 12, Jas iii. 13; 
r6v <rricpavov rrys 1Jot11s 1 Pet. v. 4; rov <TTitpavov rijs (wijs 
Jas i. 12, there are also coincidences of thought. 

Thus it bas been suggested (Parry, St Jas. p. 69) that the 
striking phrase in J as ii. l rov Kvpiov ~µow 'I'l<Tov Xpi<rrov rijs lJ6t11s 
may explain St Peter's language about "glory." The title "our 
glory" seems to be applied to Christ in St James becau~e in the 

e2 
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Person of Christ the divine ideal which manhood was destined 
to attain is revealed. So in 1 Pet. iv. 13, 14, those who are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings will rejoice in the revelation of 
His glory. To be reproached in the name of Christ is a blessed 
thing because it means that the Spirit of God, the characteristic 
sign of that glory, the consummation of manhood in Christ, is 
already resting upon them. The same idea underlies v. 1, 4, 10. 

But, although there is undoubted contact between the two 
Epistles and St Peter seems to have borrowed phrases, thoughts 
and arguments from St Ja mes, there is no servile adherence or 
imitation. St Peter and St James had for years been fellow
workers in Judaea, and all through his missionary work St Peter 
doubtless kept in touch with his old colleague at Jerusalem and 
would be acquainted with his Epistle almost as soon as it was 
written, and he re-echoes some of its thoughts and expressions in 
his own letter. But he alters and adapts them very freely, and 
the general tone and method of his letter is very different from 
that of St James. 

(b) 1 Pete', and Romans. 

1 Pet. i. 14. µ.iJ <rvVfYX'YJ/MlT<?;°o- Rom. xii. 2. µ,iJ fYVVfYXrJJJ.a:rl-
µ<Po,. ?;,,,e,. 

This word occurs nowhere else in Biblical Greek 
1 Pet. i. 17. rii, rl:rrpo1Yw11"0- Rom. ii. 6, 11. ts cbroilwr,e< 

J\fJµ1rrws Kplvopra Ka.Tit rO EKd,rrov E«ciO"TCfJ Ka.rCl ra fp-ya aU-roiJ .. . a& 
tnov. '10.P fon 11"flOIYW7rOA'Y}µ,fAa. 1ra.pa T'!' 

e.c;;. 
Here St Paul teaches that there will be no favouritism between 

Jews and Gentiles, a thought which St Peter expressed at his 
visit to Cornelius Acts x. 34. St Peter on the other hand shews 
that God's children have no right to look for favouritism from 
Him as their Judge. 

1 Pet. i. 20 f. 'll"po.-yvwr,µ.,vov 
µE, 1rpl, Ka.Ta.{Jo),.'iJs KofYµou, q,a.,epw
/UVToS 0€ e'II"' fox1hov TWO XflOVw, 
01' uµiis (Gentiles) roils o,' a.vTov 
11"'.I.O'TOVS. 

Rom. xvi. 25 f. µvfYTrJplov xpo
vo,s a.lo»fois IJ"EIJ"t'Y'Y}/J-fVOV q,a.>epw
Oiv-ros OE rUv ... fls fnraKo'Yjv 1rlU'TEWS 
.Is 11'0.0Ta Ta lOv'Y}, 

Here St Peter omits the characteristic Pauline word "mystery" 
but has the same i.dea of an eternal purpose of God for the 
inclusion of the Gentiles on terms of faith. 
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1 Pet. i. 21. TOVS oL' aUTOU 
1r,crr0Vs €ls 8dw r011 l;dpaPTa 
allrOv iK VEKpWv. 

Rom. iv. 24. ToLs rurTeVovcnv 
f1rl rOv E-ye[pavra. "I,;w·oDP T0v KUpwv 
'Y}µ,Wv EK veKpWv. 

Here St Peter's phrase 1rurrav, d~ B.,6v is unique, and the 
language about the resurrection is an almost creed-like phrase 
which occurs frequently in St Peter's speeches as well as in 
St Paul's Epistles. 

1 Pet. i. 22. ,i, q,,\a[k'Aq,lav 
it,u1r6Kp<TOP. ii. 17. T1/P dilc\
q>OT'f/Ta cl:ya,r/i-re. 

1 Pet. ii. 5. a,<VfyKaL ,rpevµ.a.
T<Kas /ivo-ias €U7rpOO'DEKTOVi 1/ecp. 

Rom. xii. 9, 10. 7/ a.')'a.'lr'} a.vu-
1r6KptTo<. Tfj q,,\aae\q,lq. els d\\17-
\ov, rp,Mo-Top-yo,. 

Rom. xii. 1. 1ra.patrT'ljo-m Ta 
crWµ.a-ra UµWv Oucriav fWo-av ci)'lav 
,MpeO'TQP -rti, 11,,;;, T7/P \oy<K7/I' 
AaTpelav vµ.wv. 

Here St Peter is describing the Christian Church, the New 
Israel of God as a holy priesthood, whereas in Romans St Paul 
describes himself as the sacrificing priest who presents the 
Gentiles as an offering to God, but he does also urge his readers 
to present themselves as a sacrifice-and contrasts their "reason
able" or spiritual sacrifice with that of dead aniwals, and St Peter 
has the same idea. 

1 Pet. ii. 6 ff. Uiov Tl0.,,µ., €V 
:E,wv -Xi/Jov EKAEKTov ii.Kpoywv,a'iov 
lvTI.µov, Kal O 1no-rellwv br' aVro/ oV 
µ.71 KaTa«rxvv/Jfj ... Ka.l \l/Jos 1rpo,;
K6µ.µ.aTOs Ka.I ,rfrpa O'Ka>oa-Xov, 
K.T.\. 

Rom. ix. 33. loov -ri/J71µ., tv Z,wv 
Xlliov 1rpo,;K6µµ.a-ros Ka.! 1rfrpav 
O'Ka.vod.Xov Kai I, no--revwP i,r' u.u-ri 
OU Ka-ra,o-xuv/J170'e-ra,. 

Here we have a combination of two passages Isaiah xxviii. 16 
and viii. 14 (St Peter also introducing a third passage from Psalm 
cxviii. 22 about the stone which the builders rejected). Both 
have the same variations from the LXX. r/011µ, ,v ~,wv instead 
of lµ{3aAAro "'~ Tei B,µiAta ~,wv and XlBo~ 1rporrKoµµa-ro~ i:al 1rfrpa 
rrKavMAou instead of ovx w~ }..[Bov 1rporrKoµ,µan rrvvav-rryrr,rr0, ovli, 
w~ 1rfrpat 1rrwµan, which is a loose paraphrase of the Hebrew 
and entirely inverts Isaiah's meaning by inserting a negative. 
St Peter and St Paul give an accurate translation of the Hebrew 
but are hardly likely to have selected independently the same 
Greek words, which do not occur in any known version. It is 
however possible that they might have borrowed from a common 
source, either a Greek Bible the text of which differed from the 



lxii IN1'RODUCTJON 

LXX., or from an early catena of Old Testament Messianic passages 
in which the passages about "the Stone" were grouped together. 
This however is pure conjecture, and in view of the other un
doubted coincidences between l Peter and Romans it is simpler 
to suppose that St Peter borrowed the composite quotation from 
St Paul, working it out in fuller detail and adding the verse from 
Ps. cxviii. which our Lord had quoted of himself and St Peter 
had used in one of bis speeches Acts iv. ll. 

1 Pet. ii. 10. ot 1ro-re ov 'Aao• Rom. ix. 25. Ka'Aecrw Tov ov 
vuv M 'Aao• 0eov, Ol OUK 7JA€7Jµfro, 'Aa6v µou 'Aa6v µou, ,rnl T~V OUK 
viJv oe €A€7]0<nes. iJ-ya1r7Jµ,lv11v iJ-ya1r7JP,EV1JV. 

The passage is taken from Hosea ii. 23 : St Peter agrees with 
the majority of MSS. of the LXX. which read TJAf'J/J,<P'JV instead 
of TJ"/U1T"']/J,fV']V which is found only in the Vatican MS. It might 
therefore be argued that St Peter is quoting independently from 
the LXX. But in Hosea the words refer to the restoration of 
renegade Israelite,i whereas St Paul applies them to the admission 
of the Gentiles, and it is in that sense that St Peter almost 
certainly employs the passage. 

1 Pet. ii. 13-17. u1r0Ta"(1JH 
,racry avOpw,rlvy KTl'1€L o,ti TOP 
KVptov · du [3acr,'Ad ws u ,r • p!
X O VTL, drE +ryep.Dtf,v Wt O,' aVToV 
1reµ1roµevo« ds €KOiK7)fHV KctKo-
1ro,wv i1ra,vov oe d-ya.001ro,wv· 
(on oVrws i'crTlv TO Ol'A7Jµ,a. Tou O,ofi} 
... mivrns nµ,fJ1Tare, TrJV diJe'Arj,6T7Jrn 
d-ya1riiu, rov 0dw rj,o(NicrOe, rov 
{Ja.1Tc'Aea nµ,iire. 

Rom. xiii. 1. 1rii1Ta. ,f;vx~ itou
lTlat• iJ1repexovcra,s V1l'OTa1T<T<-
1T8w • ov -yap i<TTlP i(ou1Tla El µ,~ U'ITO 
OwiJ, al o, ov<ra, u,ril Oeou ura-yµ,-
11a, ,i1Tl11. 

3'. o1 -yap dpxovus 0111< elcrlv 
rj,o{Jo• T,j d-ya,Oc;; lp-y'i) a'AM re;; 
KaKc;;. 

4. TO d-yallov 71'0i€! Kai ltm 
fraLVOP il; avri)s· ... OrniJ -yap o,a
KOP0s- i<1TLV, lK0LKas ds Op'Y1]11 Tci3 
TO Ka.KOii 1rpdO'<TOV'TL. 

7. cbr60oTe 1rci(rt ni.s O<petA.&i;, 
T'I' rilv rj,6(,011 TOIi rj,6(,011, re;; T?)P 
Tl/J,TJP T?)V nµ,fJv. 

In this passage we have not only a number of common words 
and phrases but the same ideas occur in the same order. 

1 Pet. ii. 24. tva Tats aµ,aprla« Rom. vi. 11. oVrws rnl uµ,e'i• 
d1ro-yev6µevo, rii 0<Kat01Tvvy !7JITW- 'Ao-yi5€'18e iavrou• dva, PEKpous µ,ev 
µ,v. rii aµ,apTlq. jWVTU< fie T4' e.c;; ;, 

Xp<ITrc;; 'l7J1ToiJ. 

In both passages the old life of sin is regarded as being ideally 
terminated in the death of Christ. 
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1 Pet. iii, 8 f. oµ.6,j,po11,s, IJ'Vµ.
,ra(),,s, ... ra1r£<v6,j,po11,s, /J-7/ a,roo,
Mvrts KaKov anl 1((1,KOV i) AO<OO
pi,av avrl Xo,oopias rovvavrlov oe 
eVA01olJJ1Tfl. 

1 Pet. iii. 18. Xp,nos o.,ra~ 
,rept aµ.aprtwv [a,r{()av,v] .... 0ava
rwo,,. µ.& IJ'apKI 5"W01r0tl}0<1< 0€ 
1rveUµ.a7t. 

Rom. xii. 14-19. ,iiXo-yerr• 
roVs OcWKovTaS UµB.s · eO}tcrye'fre Kai 
/1-7/ KaTa.piiuO,. xa.ipw, µ.,ra xa,
p6vrwv, KAat<lV µ.era KAaL6PTwv. ,,-i, 
auro eis d.X?.17?.ovs rf>povoiJPTW µ.71 ra 
u,frq?.rl r{>povoiJPTes dXX/J, ro,s ra.1r<L-
11o'is 1J"wa1ra-y6µ.,vo, .... µ.l)o•vl Ka.Kov 
avrl Ka.KOU ci'lroo,o6vr,s. 

Rom. vi. 10. 8 -yap a,re0a11€ TY 
aµ.aprlq. a1rc0avev erf>6.1ra~, 5 5e rfj 
tii r,;; e,,;;. 

Here the emphatic words li1ra~ and icpa,ra~ are used to shew 
that Christ's death was the termination of the regime of sin once 
and for all, and the ushering in of a life of spiritual activity. 

This, says St Paul, is the ideal for those who claim to share 
Christ's death in Baptism. 

This, AAys St Peter, is the blessed purpose of sufferings in the 
flesh, whereby Christians are sharing in the sufferings which 
culminated in death for Christ. 

1 Pet. iii. 2~. vµ.ii; ... IJ'~5°« f3an-,
n/J'µ.a ... IJ'V>ELO'f/lJ'EWS a-ya071s ,1r,pw
T1JP.rJ. <ls 0,011, 5,' aPa/J'TO.IJ'EWS 'Ir,IJ'oiJ 
XptlJ'TOV. 

Ro1;1. vi. ~ (c!. ,co;. i~ 12). 
IJ'VP<Tarf>71µ.ev ovv aVT't' ilta rou f3a,r
Tluµ.,a-rot ds rOv tJ&.11a:ro11, z,,,a. W-111rep 
-frylpOr, XpLIJ'TO< fK V€KpWP ... OVTW< 
Ka, 7Jµ.<'is iv Ka,116rr,r1 twijs ,rep,1ra-
-r1j<Ywµ.ev. 

St Paul shews that in Baptism we represent the burial of our 
old sinful self and the rising again of the new self. We claim to 
share in the death and resurrection of Christ. So St Peter shews 
that life comes out of death. In the sufferings of Christ the death 
of His Flesh termin1tted the regime of sin and set His Spirit free 
for new life. In the Flood the same water which drowned the 
guilty world was the medium by which Noah and his family 
were preserved for a kind of resurrection life. So in Baptism 
there is a death unto sin and a new birth or resurrection to 
righteousness in virtue of the resurrection of Christ. 

1 Pet. iv. 1. 0 ,ra.0wv /J'ClpKI Rom. vi. 7. 0 j'ctp a1roOa11w11 
,rf,raura< aµ.aprla.,s. OEOLl(CliWTat a1rl> T~S aµaprlas. 

St Paul is arguing that death cancels all previous obligations. 
A slave can no longer be brought into court by his previous owner. 
The master must lose his case and the slave be acquitted if his 
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death certificate can be produced. So those who claim to have 
died with Christ in baptism are exempt from the claims of their 
old master Sin. Their duty now is to share the resurrection 
life of Christ. 

St Peter is continuing his argument about suffering in the flesh. 
He has shewn that Christ's sufferings and death were the ter
mination of the regime of sin once and for all-and that in 
Baptism we claim to have risen with Christ from a similar death 
to sin. Sufferings in the flesh therefore should be welcomed as 
a means by which that ideal death unto sin may be made a 
greater reality and help us to live unto God in the spirit. 

The language and the illustrations used by St Peter are very 
different from those employed by St Paul--but the ideas are 
intensely Pauline. 

1 Pet. iv. 3. cv aO'EA')'el a.ir ... 
olvoq,Xu-yfo.,s, •wµ.o,s, 1r6rn,s. 

1 .Pet. iv. 9-11. q,,Mi;e,ot eis 
dAA1)AOUS ... fra.O"TOS Ka0ws #Xa(j<P 
xdpt<J'µct-, _ds EauToVs aVrO OtctKO
VOUIITH ws KaAol alKov6µo, 1ro<KIA'I/S 
xap<TOS 0eou • ef TLS AaXe,, ws X6-y,a. 
OeoU· El TtS OtaKovtL, Ws ff lux_6os 
ijs xap,ryii o 0e6s. 

Rom. xiii. 13. µ17 KWµa,s Kai 
µ<&o.,s, /J-?'/ KOITa,s Kai aO"EA')'eia,s. 

Rom. xii. 3-13. <Ka<IT4' WS o 
/hos cµfp<O'e µhpav 1riO'TfWS ... lxav· 
TES 0€ xapf,rµarn KaTCt T?'JV xap,v 
T1/lf oa0ii<rav +iµ,v iiio.q,apct, dre 1rpa
'P'I/TEia.v ... dre 01aKa11la.11 ... Tryv q,,Xa
fe11la11 OtWKVVTES. 

Here we have similar language about the diligent use of diverse 
gifts-but St Paul employs his favourite illustration of the Body 
and its membe.rs, each with its own function to discharge for the 
good of the whole, while St Peter uses the illustration of stewards 
entrusted with their Master's goods. 

1 Pet iv. 13. Kct0/, KO<VWV,<Tf 
To<s Toii XptO"Toii 1rct8YJµo.0"1v xalpeTe 
tvo. Kai CV TV 0.7rOKO.AV,jlft Tijs oof11s 
atrToO xa.pfjTc d:ya.A.\.,Wµ.cvo,. 

1 Pet. v. 1. µ6.pTUs TWP TOV 

Xp<O'TOU 1ra0'1/µfrwv, o KO.< Tijs µeX
XotiO"'I/S a1ro!(aA61ruO"Oa, ii6bs Ko<· 
PWPOS. 

Rom. viii. 17. ,t1rep O"vµ1ra0'
xoµe11 tvo. KO.I uvviio/;o.O"OwµeP, 

Rom. viii. 18. Xo-y/50µ0., 7ap 
On oUK d~,a -rU 1raOfJµu.ra roiJ vOv 
Ka.tpoO 1rpos T1/lf µ0,7'ovO'O.V ii,,.~o.v 
d1roKctXvq,Oijvai ,:is +iµa.s. 

(c) 1 Peter and Bphesians. 

Most commentators recognize some connexion between the two 
Epistles, and Seufert actually attributed them to the same author. 
Weiss and Kuhl assign the priority to l Peter, but the general 
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view is that St Peter was influenced by St Paul's Epistle. Abbott 
(Intr. p. xxiv) says that "the parallelisms between these two 
Epistles are so numerous that the Epistles may almost be 
compared throughout." Dr Hort (Intr. p. 5) says that "the 
connexion, though very close, does not lie on the surface. It is 
shewn more by identities of thought and similarity of structure 
between the two Epistles as wholes than by identities of 
phrase." 

Again (Prolegomena to Ephesians, p. 169) he s11.ys "The truth 
is that in the First Epistle of St Peter many thoughts are derived 
from the Epistle to the Ephesians, as others are from thrtt to the 
Romans, but St Peter makes them fully his own by the form into 
which he casts them, a form for the most part unlike what we 
find in any Epistle of St Paul's." 

The connexion between the two Epistles might plausibly be 
accounted for by the suggestion that St Peter had come to Rome 
towards the end of St Paul's first imprisonment there or just 
after his release. The object of his visit was not improbably to 
support St Paul's great work of binding together Jews and 
Gentiles in one Body. Either from St Paul himself or from 
St Mark, who had been St Paul's companion when Ephesians 
was written, St Peter learns t,he inspiring thoughts which 
St Paul had addressed to the Churches of Asia in that Epistle, 
and without any slavish imitation he himself echoes some of the 
same ideas in his own letter, welcoming the Gentiles as members 
of the New Israel of God. Among such echoes of St Paul's 
thought or language the following passages may be noted. 

In 1 Pet. i. 3 we have the same benediction rDAoy11ros o 0,os 
KOL 1rar;,p TOV Kvplov ~I'""' 'I11crov Xptcrrov, cf. Eph, i. 3. This 
occurs also in 2 Cor. i. 3 and in itself might possibly be a mere 
coincidence, as such benedictions were a common formula in the 
letters of devout Jews. But the whole substance of 1 Pet. i. 3-5 
corresponds with Eph. i. 18--20, with the Rame emphasis upon 
the Christian's "hope" and "inheritance" grounded upon the 
"resurrection of Christ." 

In 1 Pet. i. 7 the proved genuineness of Christian faith resulting 
E<S ,1rawov rn, 36~av may be compared with ,ls ,1rawo11 36~1JS 
rijs xcip,ros UVTOV Eph. i. 6 and ,ls ,1ra,11ov 136~1/S avrov i. 12, 14. 

In 1 Pet. i. 10-12 the thought that the admission of the 
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Gentiles was not understood in former times but is now revealed 
by the Spirit is very similar to that in Eph. iii. 5, but St Peter 
adds that the prophets themselves had a revelation that their 
message was not for themselves. 

The thought in 1 Pet. i. 12 that the extension of God's favour 
to the Gentiles is watched by angels with wondering eyes, as 
opening up a fresh vista of God's all-embracing love, has no 
parallel in the N.T. except in Eph. iii. 10, where the manifold 
wisdom of God is described as being made known to heavenly 
powers by means of the Church. But the actual phrase rrapa
Kvfai as applied to angels in St Peter may have been borrowed 
from the Book of Henoch ix. 1. 

The description of heathenism as a condition of walking in 
vanity, JLaraiar &varrrpo<pry~ 1 Pet. i. 18, and ignorance, &yvoia i. 14, 
may be compared with Eph. iv. 17, 18. For the call from d.ark
ness to light ii. 9, cf. Eph. v. 8. 

The idea that redemption through Chri.~t was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world but-is only now manifested 
1 Pet. i. 20 is expressed in varying language in Eph. i. 4 il;£Xif;aro 
~JLifr iv aim:> rrpo Kam/30">..ijr KOrTJLOtJ i. 8, ll, ii. 10, iii. ll. 

The designation of Christians as rhva tl'lT"aKoijr and therefore 
bound to abandon the fashion of their former lusts in the days 
of their ignorance and model their lives after God (rnni) 
1 Pet. i. 14, 15 is the antithesis to the description in Eph. ii. 1--3 
of the ulol rry,· &rrn0£iar, TEKVa opy,)~ walking in lusts Kara rov 
d.pxovra r'Jr f~ot)(T{as ToV Uipor. 

The description of Christians as being built into a spiritual 
temple (oi,rns), followed by the quotation from Isaiah describing 
Christ as the &Kpoywvw,ov I Pet . .:L 5 f., may be compared with 
Eph. ii. 20, where Gentiles are described as being built upon the 
foundation of the .Apost.Jes and prophets into a holy temple 
(vaos) Jesus Christ Himself being the <iKpoywvta,ov. 

The exhortations to servants and wives to shew due subjection 
for the Lord's sake, recognizing earthly relationships as institu
tions of God to be respected cha <Tuvd31J<Ttv 0rnii in all fear, 
1 Pet. ii. 13-25, is less mystical than St Paul's description of 
marriage as an earthly picture of the union between Christ and 
the Church, Eph. v. 22-23, but not dissimilar. 

The injunction to be di<Trr">..ayxvo,, refraining the tongue from 
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evil 1 Pet. iii. 8-10, is not unlike that in Eph. iv. 31-32, the 
word ,lfu.,,.Xayxvos being found nowhere else in the N. T. 

The thought that one great purpose of Christ's death was to 
present the Gentiles to God ,va ilµas (v. 1.) .,,.pouayayn 1 Pet. iii. 18 
may be compared with Eph. ii. 18, that it is by the Cross that 
both Jews and Gentiles have access (-rrpouay"'y~) to the Father. 

The language about the Ascension of Christ 1 Pet. iii. 21-22 
lJ,' dvauT&CTEWS' 'IriuoV XpiuToV, 8s ECTTtv Ev af~t~ lJrEoV 1rop€v8el,; 

elr ollpavOv 1J7ro-ra-ylvrwv aVT4i &yyEA.ruv Kal E~ovcnWv Kai 8vv6µ,erov 
may possibly be based upon some early creed-like formula, but it 
certainly resembles Eph. i. 20 iy,ipas airrov iK v•1<poov ,cul 1<a0iuas 
fv lJ£~l~ aVroV Iv ro'i~ €1Tovpavlo1s 'VTrEpC1vw 1r&.u11~ &pxijs Ka} £~ovulas 
Kai. avvtip.E@S Kaf KVpt0T1JTO~. 

The following arguments a priori suggest the probability that 
St Peter made use of St Paul's Epistles to the Romans and 
Ephesians. 

(1) St Paul was a man of much higher education and a far 
more prolific writer than St Peter. Therefore it is less likely 
that he borrowed from St Peter than vice versa. 

(2) St Peter's Epistle seems to have been written from Rome, 
and it is difficult to believe that he had worked in Rome before 
the Epistles to the Romans and Ephesians were written. 

(3) On the other hand both of those Epistle~ would almost 
certainly be brought to St Peter's notice when he did visit Rome, 
if not earlier. One of them was addressed to Rome and would 
be well known there. The other was written from Rome, probably 
in the presence of St Peter's companion St Mark (cf. Col. iv. 10), 
and was addressed to the Churches of Asia, who formed au 
important section of St Peter's readers. 

(4) Romans was written about 57 A.D. at Corinth in the midst 
of active mission work. Ephesians about 61 A.D. in a prison 
lodging at Rome. It is therefore less likely that St Paul on two 
occasions, separated by four or five years, at places widely distant 
from each other, would qnote from St Peter's Epistle than that 
St Peter on one occasion writing from Rome should quote from 
two Epistles of St Paul. 

Internal evidence is not conclusive and diametrically opposite 
views have been taken. Many critics, including LighLfoot, Hort, 
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Sanday and Headlam, regard St Peter as having borrowed from 
St Paul. On the other hand the elder and younger Weiss and 
Kiihl assign the priority to St Peter. Bigg (St Peter, 15 ff.), while 
admitting that St Peter must have read St Paul's Epistles and 
that his amanuensis may have often heard St Paul preach, denies 
any direct borrowing on St Peter's part from Romans or Ephesians. 
He argues that St Peter shews no trace of the fundamental topics 
dealt with in Romans, nor of the characteristic Pauline figure of 
the "one body." Romans and 1 Peter, he says, have a few not 
very remarkable phrases and a couple of obvious, practical topics 
in common but are otherwise as different as possible. The 
common composite quotation from Isaiah, with the same 
divergence from the LXX., may possibly be explained by the 
theory that they both borrowed from a common source, possibly 
an early collection of Messianic prophecies. 

Sanday and Headlam (Rom. lxxv f.) on the other hand say 
"the resemblance (between 1 Peter and Romans) is too great 
and too constant to be accidental." Besides the common com
posite quotation (possibly derived from a common source) not 
only do we find the same thoughts, such as the metaphorical use 
of the idea of sacrifice (Rom. xii. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 5), and the same 
rare words, such as (Tvvcrx11p,a-ri(£uBai, avv,roKp,rn~, but in one 
passage (Rom. xiii. 1-7; 1 Pet. ii. 13-17) we have, what must 
be regarded as conclusive evidence, the same ideas occurring in 
the same order. Nor can there be any doubt that of the two 
the Epistle to the Romans is the earlier. St Paul works out a 
thesis logically and clearly. St Peter gives a series of maxims 
for which he is largely indebted to St Paul. For example, in 
Romans xiii. 1-7 we have a broad general principle laid down. 
St Peter, clearly influenced by_the phraseology of that passage, 
merely gives three rules of conduct. 

In St Paul the language and ideas come out of the sequence 
of thought; iu St Peter they are adopted because they had 
already been used for the same purpose. 

( d) 1 Peter and Hebrews. 

There are certainly some resemblances between the two Epistles. 
Both are addressed to Churches which were in danger of per

secution. Therefore in both suffering is regarded as a loving 
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discipline, in Hebrews as a fatherly chastisement of beloved sons, 
in l Peter as a crucible to test the purity of their faith. 

Both contain warnings against apostasy and resentment under 
injury. 

Both appeal to the example of Christ, exalted through suffering, 
as the model of patient endurance-suffering being a prelude to 
glory--1 Pet. i. 11, iv. 13, v. 10; Heb. ii. 10, xii. 1-3. 

Again both Epistles regard Christianity as the natural outcome 
of Judaism, and shew that Christians have a spiritual priesthood, 
1 Pet. ii. 5; Heb. x. 19-22. But the writer to the Hebrews, 
addressing Jewish readers who hankered after the old regime, 
shews the imperfections of the old sacrificial system a8 being 
merely the shadow of which Christianity is the reality. St Peter 
on the other hand, writing chiefly for Gentile readers, claims for 
them all the old titles and privileges of Israel. 

Both writers lay stress upon the moral effects of the death of 
Christ as the termination of the regime of sin-once and for all 
lJ.7ra~, 1 Pet. iii. 18 ; Heb. ix. 26, and use the same sacrificial 
language, not found elsewhere of Christ, offering up our sins, 
avacplpE<V &.µ.apTlar 1 Pet. ii. 24; Heb. ix. 28. The duty of 
Christians therefore is to have done with sin. But this idea 
is more probably derived by St Peter from Romans. 

But, with the exception of the word avT!Tv'11'ov 1 Pet. iii. 21; 
Heb. ix. 24, the verbal coincidences between the two Epistles can 
nearly all be accounted for from the Old Testament. 

It is therefore probable that both writers drew from the 
common store of ideas and phrases that belonged to Judaistic 
Christianity, and both represent the liberal school of Jewish 
Christians who recognized that old things had passed away and 
become new in Christ. 

7. THE READERS OF THE EPISTLE, 

A. Their home. The Epistle is addressed to the Christians 
scattered throughout the Roman provinces which constituted 
the region now called Asia Minor, with the exception of the 
coast-land south of the 'faurus mountains. The history of each 
province and the probable means by which Christianity was 
introduced into it are discussed in the notes on i. 1. The 
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district is certainly a wide one but great facilities for travel were 
provided by the Roman Empire. Apparently Silvanus was pro
posing to make a circular tour starting from some seaport in 
Pontus and ending his journey somewhere on the coast of 
Bithynia. Such a tour to visit the chief centres of Christianity 
in a vast district is just what we find in St Paul's missionary 
journeys. 

B. Their nationali'ty. Were they Jewish or Gentile Christians? 
Most of the Greek Fathers, e.g. Origen (Eus. H. E. iii. 1), Didymus 
and Eusebius (iii. 4), seem to have held the view that St Peter's 
readers were Jews by birth. This opinion was shared by many 
commentators after the Reformation, such as Erasmus, Calvin, 
Grotius and Bengel, and it is supported by some recent critics in
cluding B. Weiss and Kuhl. On the other hand the Latin Fathers 
Augustine and Jerome held that it was addressed to Gentile 
converts (though in one passage, Viri Illust. l, Jerome repeats 
Origcn's statement that St Peter preached to those of the Cir
cumcision in the dispersion). Most modern critics of all schools 
support the view that the Epistle was chiefly addressed to Gentiles, 
although no doubt there were numerous Jewish Christians among 
them. 

The arguments in favour of the view that the readers were 
Jewish Christians are as follows: 

(1) That the special sphere of work assigned to St Peter 
was among "those of the Circumcision" (Gal. ii. 8-9). In 
answer to this it may be said that the arrangement was not 
absolute and in no way precluded St Peter from addressing 
Gentile Christians, just as St Paul, although especially the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, constantly worked among Jews, always 
offering the Gospel "to the Jew first," and addressing them by 
name in parts of the Epistle to the Romans. 

(2) That the Epistle is expressly addressed to "the sojourners 
of the dispersion," 1rap<1rilJi,p,01r lJiau1ropar, which, it is argued, 
most naturally refers to the Jewish dispersion. But reasons are 
given (p. !iii f. and note ad loc.) for explaining /liau1ropa in a 
metaphorical sense. 

(3) That the constant direct or indirect allusions to the Old 
Testament imply a degree of familiarity with the 0.T. on the 



READERS OF THE EPISTLE lxxi 

part of the readers which would be hardly possible for Gentile 
converts from heathenism. In answer to this it may be urged 
that the 0. T. was "the Bible" of the Apostolic Church whether 
Jew or Gentile. 

(4) That several passages in the Epistle would most naturally 
refer to Jews, e.g. the words of Hosea, quoted in ii. lO "which 
in time past were 110 people but are now the people of God," 
were originally spoken to Israelites. But in Romans St Paul 
applies them to the admission of the Gentiles, and they are much 
more forcible if addressed to Gentiles in 1 Peter. 

Again in ii. 25 the readers are described as having strayed 
away but having now returned to the Shepherd. This, it is 
urged, could only properly be said of Jews, because they alone 
had been previously under the Shepherd. But by creation and 
by God's design all men are "the sheep of His pasture"-whether 
they belonged to the Jewish "fold" or not. 

Again in iii. 6 the women are described as having become the 
daughters of Sarah by well-doing. Here it is urged that the 
word "become" cannot be emphasized as pointing to the ad
mission of Gentiles to God's family, because Gentile women 
would have "become" daughters of Sarah by their conversion 
and not by their subsequent conduct. llut very possibly the 
words about Sarah rys ,yev7181Jn rEKva are a parenthesis, and the 
words which follow about well-doing etc. may refer to the conduct 
of the holy women of old. Also ,y,v7181Jn may be better rendered 
"whose daughters you proved yourselves to be." This would 
have additional force if a.ddressed to Gentiles as being included 
in the seed of Abraham in Christ, cf. Rom. iv. 16; Gal. iv. 21-31. 

None of the above arguments therefore necessitate the view 
that the readers were Jewish Christians. On the other hand 
there are several passages in the Epistle which almost certainly 
refer to Gentiles. 

(a) In i. 14 the readers are bidden not to "fashion themselves 
according to their former lusts in the days of their ignorance." 
It is true that ignorance (ayvoia) is once used by St Peter of the 
conduct of Jews in crucifying Christ (Acts iii. I 7), and St Paul 
uses the verb dyvo,,v of his own conduct in persecuting the 
Christians (1 Tim. i. 13), but elsewhere, Acts xvii. 30; Eph. iv. 18, 
ayvoia is specially used of heathenism. 
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(b) In i. 18 they are deseribed as having been redeemed from 
their vain (1-'araias) manner of life handed down by their fathers 
(7rarpo7rapa/Mrnv). The last word taken by itself might seem to 
suggest Jewish traditions, but heathenism had equally strong 
hereditary claims upon its followers, and the phrase "vain things" 
was constantly used of idolatry in the LXX. and also in Acts xiv. 
15; Eph. iv. 17 (p,arnuiT']t). 

(c) In ii. 9 they are described as having been "called out of 
darkness into God's marvellous light." Similar language is used 
of St Paul's mission to the Gentiles (Acts xxvi. 18 quoting 
Isaiah xlii. 7, 16) and "darkness" is specially used of heathenism 
in Rom. i. 21 ; Eph. iv. 18, v. 8, but in Col. i. 13 St Paul regards 
all Christians (~p,as) as rescued out of the power of darkness. 

(d) In iv. 2--4 they are no longer to live the remainder of 
their life in the flesh according to the lusts of men, but according 
to the will of God. For the time past of their lives is sufficient 
for them to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, walking (as 
they have done) in wantonness and unlawful idolatries. Yet the 
Gentiles think it strange that they do not join them in their 
profligate excesses. If this language was addressed to Jewish 
Christians it would imply that the Jews of the Dispersion had 
generally lapsed into heathenism and immorality, whereas there 
is no evidence for such wholesale apostasy. Again it would hardly 
have been a surprise to their neighbours if Jewish settlers had 
a different standard of religion and morality. But Gentile con
verts would doubtless be regarded as fanatics if they abandoned 
the habitual practices of their own relations and friends. 

(e) There are several passages in the Epistle in which 
St Peter emphasizes the idea that God's mercies, long reserved 
and foretold, have at last been extended to his readers (,lr vp,as). 

After coupling himself with his readers in i. 3 "God bath 
begotten us (~,.,,a~) again," in the next Yerse he speaks of the 
inheritance as having been all along kept in reser\'e (TET1JP1Jl-'EV1J") 
to be extended to them (,,r {,,_,.as). The concluding words of 
verse 5 fraip,1Jv a'lroKaAvcpB~vai iv Katpcp .!uxar<:> may also (as 
Dr Chase suggests Hastings' D. of B. iii. 795) refer to the in
heritance and not to the immediately preceding substantive 
<T'-"Tf/plav. In this case the meaning may be that the inheritance 
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was kept in reserve ready to be revealed when "the fulness of 
the time" was come in the Messianic age of the Christian dis
pensation, cf. i. 20 cpav•pooBtv-ros lJi ,rr' <trxa-rov -rwv xpovoov lJi' 
vµ,as, cf. also Romans xvi. 25-26 and Eph. iii. 5, where the 
admission of the Gentiles as fellow- heirs ( rrvydu7povoµ,a) is 
described as being now revealed (a1r,KaAvcpB,,). 

In i. 10-12 St Peter says that the prophets who prophesied 
of the favour of God destined to be extended to you (-rijs ds vµ,as 
xap,-ros) learned by revelation that it was not for themselves 
but for you (vµ,iv, so W.R. not ~µ,iv as T.R.) that they were 
ministering. 

In i. 25, after quoting the message of good tidings originally 
addressed to the Jews in Babylon that "the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever," he says this is the word which has been 
preached as good tidings reaching to you (,ls vµ,as). 

In ii. 4 the readers are described as "coming" ( 1rporr•pxoµ,•voi) 
to the living stone that even they (ml aii-roi) may be built into a 
spiritual Temple, because faith is the one requisite for sharing 
the preciousness of the stone laid in Zion; therefore it belongs to 
you (vµ,iv). You who were previously not a people are now the 
people of God; and all the old titles of honour addressed to God's 
chosen people Israel are now true of you (vµ,,is), cf. Ephesians ii. 
20-22 where Jews and Gentiles are built into one Temple united 
by one corner stone (aKpoyoov,aiov). 

In iii. 18 the best text is vµ,as, and the meaning seems to be 
that it was only by His death that Christ was able to win access 
(1rpotrayayy) to God for Gentiles (cf. Eph. ii. 18 7rpotrayooy~). 

In i. 12 the extension of God's favours to you (Gentiles) opens 
up a fresh vista to the angelic students of God's mysterious 
purpose for the world, cf. Eph. iii. 10. 

If then we regard the Epistle as addressed primarily to Jewish 
Christians much of its meaning is lost. There were doubtless 
numerous Jewish settlers in the provinces of Asia Minor, but 
the bulk of the inhabitants, and therefore presumably of the 
Christians, were Gentiles, and it is to them that the Epistle is 
primarily addressed. One great object of St Peter is to assert 
the truth which he had championed at the Apostolic conference 
(Acts xv. 14), that God had "visited the Gentiles to take out of 
them a people for his name." 

I PETER f 
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C. The circumstances of the readers. We have no certain 
evidence as to when and by whom they had been converted. 
St Peter makes no claim that he had himself worked among 
them, and the statement of Origen (Eus. H. E. iii. 1) to that 
effect is probably based only upon the salutation of this Epistle. 

In i. 12 St Peter merely refers to "those who preached the 
Gospel to you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven." 
Some of them doubtless were converts of Pa.ul and Barnabas on 
the first missionary journey, others of Paul, Silas and Timothy 
on the second journey, others may have been converted by 
Epaphras, or Aquila and Priscilla. Again the description of 
Silvanus in v. 12 "as a faithful brother to you" very probably 
may refer to his previous work in the provinces addressed. 

In ii. 2 they are described as "new-born babes," but this does 
not necessarily imply that they were very recent converts. The 
phrase denotes rather the simple childlike tastes which even the 
maturest Christian should retain (cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 20 "in malice 
be ye babes"). St Peter assumes that there were presbyters in 
some at any rate of the Christian communities which he addresses, 
and such presbyters are exposed to the temptations of "lording 
it over the flock" (v. 3) or of seeking office for the sake of sordid 
gain, neither of which would be probable dangers in an infant 
church, even if the latter warning refers to the management of 
Church funds rather than to official stipend. The Christians 
are already a marked body among their heathen neighbours. 
Their lives have a conspicuous influence upon the world around. 
They are exposed to constant obloquy, insults, injustice, even 
bodily violence for the sake of their religion. The advice to 
servants, without any corresponding instruction to Christian 
masters such as we find in Ephesians and Colossians, may 
suggest that most of the Christians were of humble rank, but 
this argument from silence must not be overpressed, as the 
passage is dealing with submission and patience under unjust 
treatment, and it would have involved a slight digression to 
teach masters their duty towards their servants. 

There is no reference to any controversial questions about 
Circumcision or clean and unclean meats, such as we find in 
St· Paul's earlier Epistles. But even in Ephesians and Colossians 
these do not seem to have been such burning questions as had 
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been the case a few years earlier. Possibly Jewish influence was 
not so strong in the northern provinces. At any rate St Peter, 
in welcoming the Gentiles as included in the New "Israel of God," 
abstains from referring to minor questions of ritual and deals 
only with general principles of Christian conduct. 

Moreover the perils, to which Christians were now exposed, 
were not so much from the Jews or from false brethren as 
"perils among the heathen." 

8. THE OccASION AND PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE. 

The order in which the provinces are named in i. 1, coupled 
with the fact that Pontus and Bithynia, which formed one 
Roman province, are mentioned separately, one at the beginning 
and the other at the end of the list, probably indicates the route 
which Silvanus, the bearer of the Epistle, proposed to follow. 
It would seem that he intended to land at one of the seaports 
in Fontus, possibly Sinope, and travel south through Galatia 
and Cappadocia and then eastwards, again passing through part 
of Galatia to Asia and thence northwards, regaining the shore of 
the Black Sea somewhere in Bithynia. Such a route implies an 
extensive and organized missionary journey, and it may be con
jectured that Silvanus was either intending to revisit districts 
where he had already been working (cf. v. 12) or, as Dr Chase 
suggests (Hastings' IJ. of B. iii. 791), he may have been under
taking the journey as St Paul's messenger. At any rate St Peter 
avails himself of the opportunity afforded by this proposed journey 
of Silvanus to send a letter to the scattered Christians of that 
vast district. No doubt there were many Jewish Christians 
among them but the majority were Gentiles, and it is to them 
that St Peter chiefly addres:ses himself. One of the chief objects 
of St Peter's visit to Rome was probably to promote union 
between Jews and Gentiles in the Church. That object, as we 
know from Acts, was no less dear to Silvanus. It would there
fore be a real strength to him in his mission to the provinces of 
Asia Minor to have such a letter as this, written by the recog
nized leader of the Jewish Christians, welcoming the Gentiles as 
members of the New Israel of God. 

Moreover it was a time of threatened danger and rising 

/2 
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persecution. Satan was going about "desiring to have them" in 
the smelting fire which was to test their faith. It was therefore a 
fitting opportunity for St Peter, who had himself known the 
shame of falling in the hour of trial, when Satan had "sifted him 
as wheat," to fulfil his Master's command, "When thou hast 
turned again strengthen thy brethren." 

In v. 12 St Peter says that his object in writing to them was 
(a) to encourage them, (b) to testify that this is in very truth 
the "grace" or "loving favour" of God, and bid them stand fast 
in it. What is this "favour"? Does it refer only to the imme
diately preceding section about persecution or to the whole theme 
of the Epistle1 Probably to the latter, including the thought of 
suffering as one item in God's work of loving favour. Their 
privileges were part of God's eternal purpose, the extension of 
God's "favour" to Gentiles (i. 10) had been long foretold and is 
now revealed. 

It is on that "favour" that they are to set their hope (i. 13). 
Husbands and wives are fellow-heirs of the "favour" or free gift 
of life iii. 7. God's "favour" is only bestowed upon the humble 
v. 6: let them therefore humble themselves to bear the discipline 
of suffering which He is sending upon them. It is the God of all 
"favour" who called them to eternal glory in Christ (v. 10): if 
the road to that glory leads through a short tract of suffering it 
is no mark of disfavour but rather of favour, because such suffering 
is the prelude to the glory. 

The three main topics of the Epistle are: (a) the privileges of 
Christians, (b) the consequent duties of Christians, (c) the present 
trials of Christians. These three topics respectively form the 
theme of the three sections into which the Epistle may be divided : 
(a) i.-ii. 10, (b) ii. 11-iv. 11, (c) iv. 12-v. 14. But the Epistle 
is no formal treatise capable of being strictly analysed, and the 
three topics are to some extent interwoven throughout. 

(a) The privileges of Christians. 

They are the New Israel of God, chosen by God's foreknowledge, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit, sprinkled with the Blood of Christ 
as the Covenant Victim. They are begotten to a living hope of 
attaining to an incorruptible inheritance which has all along 
been kept in reserve for them. Prophets long ago foretold this 
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extension of God's favour to them. Angels are watching this 
development of God's all-embracing plan of love with eager eyes. 
They have been ransomed from slavery, as Israel was from 
Egypt. They are living stones built into a holy Temple of which 
Christ is the corner stone. They are a hoiy nation, a peculiar 
people, a royal priesthood. They are begotten by the word of 
God who lives and abides for ever. They are called to eternal 
glory. 

(b) The duties of Christians. 

Such privileges carry with them corresponding responsibilities. 
In the first section therefore St Peter bids his readers to gird 
themselves for active service with sober earnestness and confident 
hopefulness (i. 13). They must prove themselves obedient children. 
In the days of their ignorance it was more excusable to follow 
the shifting fashion of their own wayward desires, but now they 
have been called by One who is all-holy and therefore they must 
be holy (14-16). In claiming God as their Father they must 
remember that He is also the Judge, by whom everyman's work 
must be tried, and He will not shew partiality or favouritism to 
His children. They must therefore pass their time as sojourners 
in the world in reverent fear of offending God (17). 

The seed from which they are begotten is nothing less than 
the word of God who lives and abides for ever, its fruits in their 
lives should therefore be of the same character. Their love for 
their fellow-members in God's family must be heartfelt and un
relaxed. Malice, guile, hypocrisy or unkind talk must be put 
away (i. 22-ii. 1). 

In the exercise of their "holy priesthood" they must offer 
spiritual sacrifices to God (ii. 5). As a "peculiar people" it is 
their task to proclaim the excellences of the God who has called 
them out of darkness (ii. 9). 

In the second section the duties of Christians are emphasized 
in fuller detail. They must remember that they are only settlers 
in the world whose true home is in heaven, but there are all 
kinds of fleshly lusts carrying on a constant campaign against 
their soul, and from these they must abstain (ii. 11). They mUjlt 
set an example of honourable conduct to the heathen among 
whom they live (12). 
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Though they are not of the world they are in the world and 
must submit to all the institutions which God has appointed for 
its orderly governance. The state, the household, the family 
are all intended to be earthly copies of divine ideals. As citizens 
they must honour the Emperor aud magistrates, Christian liberty 
must not be misused as a cloak for social or political anarchy. 
They are only free because they are God's bondslaves. As such 
they must give all men their due honour, and towards their 
brethren in Christ this means love. Though they can no longer 
worship the Emperor, reverent fear of God in no way excludes 
but rather demands honour to the Emperor (ii. 13-17 ). 

As members of an earthly household the fear of God should 
prompt servants to submit to their masters, even though they 
may be unreasonable and awkward to deal with. To suffer in
justice with patience will win God's verdict of "well done." It 
is the path which the Master trod and the servant is called to 
tread in His steps (ii. 18-22). 

As members of an earthly home wives should submit to their 
husbands even though they are still heathen. The spectacle of 
a Christian wife's chaste conduct is a more potent force than 
argument to win her husband to the cause of Christ. Instead 
of outward finery the wife's truest adornment is a meek and 
quiet spirit. If they claim to have proved themselves true 
daughters of Sarah they must imitate her submission. The 
saintly women of old owed their charm to their persistence in 
well-doing, undisturbed by any excited exl.ibition of panic (iii. 
1-6). But such submissive conduct on the part of the wife 
involves a corresponding duty on the part of a Christian husband. 
Husband and wife not only share an earthly home but are also 
co-heirs of the gift of life. Both are "chosen vessels" of God, but 
the wife is cast in a more fragile mould and therefore needs to be 
treated with the greater honour. Conjugal intercourse must be 
based upon this conception, otherwise the blessing promised to 
united prayer will be curtailed (iii. 7). 

Besides such particular duties there are obligations binding 
upon all Christians alike. Unanimity, sympathy, love as 
brethren, tenderness, humility should be the characteristics of 
the Christian society. There should he no spirit of retaliation 
of "evil for evil, or reviling for reviling." Rather curses should 
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be met with blessings, for blessing is the special inheritance to 
which Christians are called. 

The allusion to evil and reviling suggests advice as to how it 
may be avoided by devoted well-doing (iii. 13). But if, in spite 
of all their efforts, Christians are called upon to suffer for right
eousness' sake they must not be panic-stricken. If only they 
keep the presence of Christ as their Master enshrined in their 
hearts, they will silence their revilers by living Obrist-like lives, 
and must be ready to answer for their faith with meekness and 
reverent fear. 

Suffering should be faced in the same spirit with which Christ 
met His sufferings in the flesh (iv. I). Their past career of 
heathen profligacy has been all too long. The remainder of their 
earthly life must be regulated by the will of God and not by the 
wayward desires of man (iv. 2). Christians should live in watch
fulness and soberminded prayer because the end of all things is 
approaching. Above all their love towards one another should 
never be relaxed (iv. 7 f.). 

They are stewards whom God has entrusted wi'ib varied gifts 
to be used in His service. Claims upon their hospitality should 
be met without a murmur. Those who have gifts of utterance 
must remember that their message is not their own but God's. 
Those whose duty it is to minister must do their work with all 
the strength that God gives them (iv. I0f.). 

In c. v. St Peter gives a special message to the Presbyters. 
He bids them shepherd God's flock not under a sense of compul
sion or with any sordid mercenary motives but willingly and 
gladly, not domineering over those entrusted to their care but 
leading them by their example (v. 1-4). 

Those who are junior in age or office should humbly submit 
to their seniors. 

In short all Christians should gird themselves with humility 
in their relations towards each other, and above all in their 
attitude towards God, humbly submitting to whatever discipline 
of suffering He may impose upon them. To be anxious and 
worried is to distrust God's loving care (v. 5-7). 

(c) The present trials of Christians. 

In i. 7 the varied trials through which Christians have to pass 
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are described as the smelting fire to test the purity of their 
faith. 

In ii. 12 Christians are liable to be denounced as malefactors. 
In ii. 18 servants who suffer wrongfully are to bear it patiently. 

By so doing they may imitate Christ's example and follow in His 
steps. 

In iii. 9 Christians are to meet revilings with blessings. (iii. 13) 
Zealous devotion to what is good will probably spare them from 
injury, but if they should be required to sufter for righteousness' 
sake it is a blessed thing. If only they maintain a good conscience 
by persistent good conduct they may shame their maligners into 
silence. But if God's will should require them to suffer it is far 
better to suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing. Let them 
consider the sufferings of Christ. His death was: 

(a) The termination of sin once and for all (il,rat). (b) The 
opportunity for new and wider service. By dying He was able 
to win access to God for the Gentiles (vµ.iis). Set free by death 
His human spirit was quickened for new activity in the world 
of spirits. He went and preached to the spirits in prison. (c) It 
was the prelude to glory. He who then suffered and died is 
now s.eated at the right hand of God, supreme over angels, 
principalities and powers. 

(iv. 1) Christians should therefore face sufferings in the flesh, 
armed with the same conceptions which enabled Christ to endure 
the Cross and despise the shame. They should regard suffering 
in the flesh as a means of terminating the old regime of sin and 
fleshly life, to live a new life unto God in the spirit. 

In iv. 12 St Peter again reminds his readers that sufferings are 
a smelting fire to test their faith and character. They must not 
therefore be regarded as a strange misfortune happening by chance. 
It should be a matter of joy to have fellowship in Christ's suffer
ings in order that they may have exultant joy at the revelation 
of His glory. To be reproached in the name of Christ is a blessed 
thing for it means that the spirit of that "glory" is already 
resting upon them. 

The process of judgment is already beginning and it starts 
with God's own household first. Even in these initial stages 
of judgment the process by which the righteous are judged and 
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saved is a painful one, but how far more terrible will the final 
stages be when the ungodly and sinners are dealt with. Those 
who suffer according to God's will should commit their lives to 
Him, as to a faithful Creator, who may be tmsted to deal justly 
with His own handiwork. 

In v. 6-10 Christians should submit humbly to God's hand 
in patiently enduring suffering. In one sense their sufferings 
are the work of Satan, for he employs them to try and devour 
his prey by inducing ChristiA,ns to give way. But in another 
sense they are the accomplishment of a divine purpose of loving 
favour, and that same purpose is being accomplished in the 
Christian brotherhood in other parts of the world. In calling 
His children to His eternal glory in Christ God requires them 
to pass through a brief period of suffering, and He will provide 
them with what is necessary to refit, stablish and strengthen 
them. 

9. DOCTRINE IN 1 PETER. 

Nearly every clause in the Creed can be supported by passages 
in the Epistle. 
I beUeve in 
God the Father 

Almighty 
( '1rllVT01<paTrop) 

Malcer of heaven 
and earth 
And in Jesus 
Christ His only 
Son 
our Lord 

who was incarnate 

who suffered 

i. 2. According to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father. 

i. 3. Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

i. 17. If ye invoke as Father. 
iv. 11. To whom is the glory and the 

1<parnr for ever. 
v. 6. The mighty hand of God. 
iv. 19. A faithful creator. 

i. 3. Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

iii. 14. Sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts. 

Christ's Body ii. 24, Flesh iii. 18, iv. 1, 
Blood i. 19, Human spirit iii. 18 are 
referred to. 

i. ll. The sufferings destined for Messiah. 
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was crucified 

dead 

He descended into 
Hell 

He rose again 

He ascended into 
heaven 
JI e sitteth at the 
right hand of God 

He shall come 
again with glory. 

To Judge both 
the quick and the 
dead 

INTRODUCTION 

ii. 21. Christ suffered for us. 
ii. 23. When He suffered Ho threatened 

not. 
iv. 1. Christ having suffered in the flesh. 
iv. 13. Ye have fellowship in the sufferings 

of Christ. 
v. 1. A witness of the sufferings of Christ. 
i. 2. Sprinkling of the Blood of Christ. 
ii. 24. Who bare our sins in His own Body 

on the tree. 
iii. 18. Christ died (dir,Bav,) for sins once, 

being put to death in the flesh. 
iii. 19. He went (in His human spirit 

quickened by death) and preached to the 
spirits in prison. 

i. 3. By the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 

i. 21. God raised Him from the dead. 
iii. 21. By the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
iii. 22. Having gone into heaven. 

i. 21. God raised Him from the dead and 
gave Him glory. 

iii. 22. Who is at the right hand of God, 
angels and principalities and powers being 
made subject to Him. 

i. 7, 13. At the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
iv. 13. At the revelation of His glory. 
v. 4. When the chief Shepherd is mani

fested. 
In St Peter the judgment is ascribed to God 

rather than to Christ. 
i. 17. If ye invoke as Father Him who 

without respect of persons judgeth accord
iug to every man's work. 

iv. 5. Who shall give account to Him who 
is in readiness to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

But in v. 4 the bestowal of the crown of life 
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I believe in 
the Holy Ghost 

Who spake b.'f 
the prophets 

The Holy Cat!tolic 
Ghurc!t 

is connected with the manifestation_ of the 
chief Shepherd, i.e. Christ. 

i. 2. In sanctification of the Spirit. 
i. 12. Those that preached good tidings to 

you by the Holy Ghost sent from heaven. 
iv. 14. The Spirit of the glory even the 

Spirit of God doth rest upon you. (See 
note ad loc.) 

i. 20. Prophets-searching what or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ (or 
Messiah) which was in them was signifying 
in testifying beforehand the sufferings 
destined for Messiah. (Seo note ad lac.) 

The full divinity of the Holy Spirit is 
implied by the fact that He is coupled 
with God the Father and mentioned before 
Jesus Christ in i. 2. Also the fact that 
the inspiration of 0. T. prophets and 
Christian teachers is ascribed to Him, 
and that He now rests on believers in 
their sufferings presupposes His divinity 
and omnipresence. 

As there are so many indirect traces of 
Ephesians in this Epistle it is somewhat 
strange that neither the word £KKA:rw{a 
nor the illustration of the Body of Christ 
should be found in it. 

But in i. 1 Christians are called <KA<Krni. 
They are built as living stones into a 
spiritual temple of which Christ is the 
chief corner-stone. They are y&os £K
AEKr0v, {3arnAELOV IEp&.rEvµa, l0vos dy,ov, 
Mos ,l, rr<pt1ro,11mv. In other words they 
are the New Israel of God, which is 
practically what our Lord meant when 
He spoke of building His <KKArwia in 
the promise to St Peter, Mt. xvi. 18. 
Again the description of Christians as 
being "in Christ" iii. 16, v. 10, 14 implies 
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I believe in 
one Baptism for 
the remission of 
sins 
The resurrection 
of the body 

The life 
everlasting 

I.NT liODUCT 10.N 

that they are regarded as members of His 
Body. Christians are a brotherhood, the 
house of God. The Christian society from 
which St Peter is writing is 7/ ,:,-vvnAEKT1J. 

iii. 21. Baptism doth save us. 

This is not expressly mentioned but is 
implied in the "living hope" to which 
Christians arc begotten again by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ i. 3, and the 
instruction to rejoice in sufferings as a 
prelude to glory would be meaningless 
apart from a sure and certain hope of 
resurrection. 

Is implied in the "inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that fadeth not away" 
i. 4, and also in the "crown of glory " v. 4, 
and the eternal glory to which Christians 
are called v. 10. 

Thus the only clauses of the Apostles' Creed for which no 
direct support is afforded by the Epistle are : 

Ila 88&10 8owa Mio:ai :boa:r.wn. 
Was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary. 
Under Pontius Pilate. 
Buried. 
The Communion of Saints. 

St Peter's concepti"on of God. 

He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ i. 3. He 
is our Father but also our Judge, and will not shew any undue 
favouritism to His children i. 17. He is a faithful creator and 
therefore His creatures can entrust their souls to His keeping in 
perfect confidence despite man's cruelty or injustice iv. 19. He 
cares for us and ther·efore we can cast all our anxiety upon Him 
v. 7. He is a Being of absolute holiness who demands that His 
children should be holy i. 15-16. He lives and abides for ever 
i. 23. His purpose of redemption was foreknown to Him before 
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the foundation of the world i. 2, 20. It is He who begets us 
again to a living hope i. 3. He calls us i. 15. He is a God of all 
favour, even in the discipline of suffering by which He calls us to 
glory v. 10. His eyes are over the righteous and His ears open 
to their prayer but His face is against those that do evil iii. 12. 
All human institutions whether in the state, the household or 
the family are ordained by Him ii. 13--iii. 7. He is the Shepherd 
and Overseer of our souls ii. 25. The Church is His flock v. 2. 
His temple ii. 5. His house iv. 17. Christians are His stewards 
and are intended to use all His varied gifts in His service iv. 10. 
He resists the proud but gives grace to the humble v. 5. 

St Peter's conception of Jesus Christ. 

He is very Man. He suffered in the flesh iv. 1, was put to 
death in the flesh iii. 18, and thereby was quickened in His 
(human) spirit for further work in the unseen world. His blood 
as the Covenant Victim is sprinkled upon Christians i. 1. It 
was the price of their redemption i. 19. In character He was 
sinless, a Lamb without spot or blemish i. 19. He did no sin 
neither was guile found in His mouth ii. 22. He was patient 
under sufferings and injustice, because He committed Himself 
to the just judgment of God ii. 23. In fact He was the ideal 
Servant of the Lord described in Isaiah !iii. He is our example 
ii. 21, our High Priest through whom our spiritual sacrifices 
must be presented ii. 5. He presents men to God iii. 18. He 
has ascended into heaven and is at the right hand of the Father 
exalted above all angelic powers iii. 22. 

Suffering in His name is a high privilege iv. 14. He will be 
manifested as the chief Shepherd v. 4. His revelation is referred 
to i. 7, 13. 

A few passages, if isolated and exaggerated, might be mis
interpreted as suggesting that Christ was a subordinate Being, 
e.g. He was foreknown by God i. 20, raised from the dead by God 
i. 21, chosen by God ii. 4. In i. 3 God is described as His God 
and Father. 

But such a view is disproved by numerous other passages. He 
is our Lord i. 3. He is coupled with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit i. 2. He is to be sanctified as Lord in our hearts iii. 15, 
language which in Isaiah viii. 13 is applied to Jehovah of hosts. 
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Similarly other passages which refer to Jehovah in the 0.T., "0 
taste and see that the Lord is gracious" (Ps. xxxiv. 8; 1 Pet. ii. 3) 
and the stone of stumbling-the corner-stone (Isaiah xxviii. 16-
of the presence of Jehovah) 1 Pet. ii. 6, are applied Lo Christ. 
The description of Christians as being "in Christ" iii. 16, v. 14 
implies His divinity. It is only "through Christ" thaL Christians 
are faithful as resting in God. "Through Him" their spiritual 
sacrifices are offered ii. 5. "Through Him" God is glorified by 
the faithfulness of His members iv. ll. "In Him" Christians 
are called by God to eternal glory v. 10. 

Again St l'eter's doctrine of the atonement is that Christ bare 
our sins ii. 24, that by His stripes we were healed ii. 24-that 
His death was the termination of the regime of sin once and for 
all iii. 18, and is intended to produce similar death unto sin iu 
Hill members ii. 24, iv. 1, that by His blood the Gentiles were 
redeemed from the slavery of sin i. 18, that by dying Christ 
presented them (who were once far off) to God iii. ·18. 

All this would be unintelligible if St Peter regarded Jesus as 
nothing more than a human martyr. 

10. THE GREEK TEXT AND VERSIONS. 

The Greek Text. 

(1) Uncial Manuscripts written in capitals. 

~- CodexSinaitieus (fourth century), discovered by Tischendorf 
at Mount Sinai, now at St Petersburg. 

A. Codex Alexandrinus (fifth century) in the British Museum. 
B. Codex Vaticanus (fourth century) in the Vatican Library 

at Rome. 
C. Codex Ephraemi (fifth century), a palimpsest with some 

of the works of Ephmem Syrus (299-378) written over the 
original text, now in the Royal Library at Paris. 

K. Codex Mosquensis (ninth century) contains the Catholic 
and Pauline Epistles and came from the Monastery of St Dionysius 
on Ilfount Athas. 

L. Codex Angelicus (ninth century) contains part of Acts, 
the Catholic Epistles and the Pauline with part of Hebrews. It 
belongs to the Augustinian Monks at Rome. 
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P. Codex Porphyrianus (ninth century) contains the Acts, 
all the Epistles, the Apocalypse and a few fragments of 
4 Maccabecs. It was found by Tischendorf in 1863 in the pos
session of Bishop Porphyry. It is a palimpsest with fragments 
of the commentary of Euthalius written over the original text. 

These are the only uncial MSS. of the Catholic Epistles. 

(2) Minuscules or cursive MSS. expressed by numerals. Of 
these the most important are: 

13 ( =33 Gosp. 17 St Paul) (ninth century). 
31 ( = 69 Gosp. 37 St Paul) (fourteenth century) at Leicester. 
34 ( = 61 Gosp. 40 St Paul) (fifteenth or sixteenth century). 

(3) Versions. 

Latin. Only a few fragments of l Peter are extant in Old 
Latin vss. m ( =the speculum of Mai) and g. The Latin 
Vulgate (!at. vg) was made by Jerome 385 A.D., of which countless 
MS.:3. are extant. 

Syriac. 

(a) The Peshitto (syr vg) (J third century). 

(b) The Harclean (syr hi) (seventh century) based on an 
older version of Philoxenus (sixth century). 

E,qyptian. 
(a) The Bohairic or Memphitic, the version of Lower Egypt 

(?second century). 

(b) The Sahidic or Thebaic, not much later, the version of 
Upper Egypt. 

Armenian (fifth century). 

11. LITERATURE. 

For a fuller list of literature bearing upon the Epistle see 
Dr Chase's Article, Hastings' D. of B. iii. 817 f. 

The following commentaries or books may be mentioned in 
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Bigg, International Critical Commentary, 1901. 
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1 1 II ETPOl (L7T()(J"TOAOS' 'l77a-ov Xpta-TOV €KAeKTOlS' 
7Tape7T£D1]µ0£S' Qtaa-,ropas IIoVTOV, I'aAaTlas-, Ka,r,ra
QOJC[as-, 'Aa-ias-, Kat Bt0uv{a,;-, 2 KaTa ,rpo,yvrornv 0eov 

/ , f "" I , " ' \ 7TaTpo,;-, ev a,ytaa-µrp ,rvevµ,aTo-;-, Et\' V7TaK077v Kat 
pavna-µov arµaTOs- 'hwov XptrTTOV' xapts- vµ'iv Kat 

elp11v77 wA770uv0e£'/'/, 
3 EuAO,Y'17TOS' 0 0eos- Kat 7TaTiJP TOV ,cvpiov ~µrov 

'1770-0£, Xpunov, 0 KaTa TO 7TOAU aUTOV €A€0S' ava"f€V
V1JrTas- ~µa,;- els- e'Awioa f;ro<Tav at' avao-Ta<Teros- 'l77<Tou 
XptaTOV EK veKprov, 4 eis- KA77povoµ[av &cp0apTOV Kat 
, ' ' ' , ' ' , ... , aµtavTov Kat aµapavTov, TeT'l'JP'l'Jf.1,EV'l'JV ev oupavot<, ets-
uµas- 5TOUS' ev ouvaµet 0EOv <ppovpovµevou<, Ota 7TG<TT€WS' 

> / f , , "'\. ,1..0""' , ~ > .I 
€£<; aWT'l'}ptaV eTOtfJ,'17V a7TOKa,.u'I' Y}Vat €V /Catprp eaxaTrp. 
6ev <fj a,yaXJ\taa0e, oA{,yov &pTt ei oeov AV7T'l'}0evTe<; f.V 
7TOt/C{AO£', 7Tetpauµo'is-, 1rva TO QoKiµwv vµrov T'IJ', 
7TirTT€(J)', 'TfOAUTtµoTepov xpva-lou TOV a7TOAAvµevov Q£1t 
7TUpos- 0€ QQKtµaf;oµevov evpe0fj els- e7Tatvov /Cat Sogav 
Kal nµi}v f.V a1ro,ca?l,{nfret 'l'l'}O"OV XptaTOV. 8&v OUK 
£00VT€S' arya-rraTe, el,; &v &pn µi} oprovTe<; 7TtUT€VOVT€<; 
Q~ a'YaAll..taTe xap~ ave,cAaA1]Tfl' 1<:at SeSogauµevv, 
9 ,coµtf;oµevoi TO T€AO<; T'IJ, wiuTeOO<, UWT'l'}piav tvxro,,. 
lO [hpl -ry<; (T(J)T'l'}pia<, efef;17T'l'}UaV ,cat eg77paVV'/'}UaV 

I~= A 



2 llETPOY A [1 IO 

1rpocp~Ta£ 01' 7repl T~<; elr;; uµiis x<ip£TO<; 1rpo</>'f/T€1JIJaVT€<;, 
11 epauvwvTe<; el, T[va I, 71"0lOV tcatpov €01]A.OU TO €V 

aVTOt<; 1rvevµa Xpt/JTOV 1rpoµapTupoµevov Ta ei, 
XptCTTOV 1ra017µaTa ,cal, Ta, µeTa TavTa o6Ea,· 12ok 
, "\ , ,1..0 " ' ' ~ , ~ ,:,, ,:, , , , ~ a71"€/Cal\,u..,, '1/ OTl oux eaUTOl<; uµw oe Ol7JICOVOUV auTa, u 

vvv Cl,V1J"f'IE>..'1/ vµ'iv OUl TWV €1Ja'Y"/EAltTaµevwv vµiis 
1rvevµan A'Yl,P Cl,7rOCTTa>..evn a1r ovpavov, el, a 
' 0 , ,, "\ ,.,, e1rt uµovutv a'Y'Ye"'ot 1rapa1w y at. 

13A \ ' f' 1 \ ' ,1.. 1 ~ <:' 1 ' ' u.io ava.,,wuaµevot Ta<; ou._,,va<; TYJ<; otavoia<; vµwv, 
',I,. "'\ ' .,."\. ' ' ' \ ,I.. , ' " V'l}..,,OVT€, T€/\,€£W<;, €/\,'lr£1TaTE €71"£ T1JV 'l'epoµev17v uµ,v 

xaptv €V a7rO/€aAV,Yet 'I,,,uov XptCTTOV, 14 ro<; T€tcva 
V'TT'atco~<;, µ~ uvvux17µanl;6µevot Tat<; 1rp0Tepov ev Ti} 
d'Yvoiq, vµwv em0vµfat<;, 15dxxa tcaTa T<JV ,ca>..euavTa 

vµiis i).'YWV tcal avTOl &"Ito£ ev waur, dvauTpocpfj 
'Y€V1]0'f/T€, 16 otoT£ "/E"/pa1rTat [[}n] 

0

Ar101 ECECOE, OTI frw 
,;:r1oc. 17 tcal el TT<>.TEp<>- €TT1K<>.Ae1cOe TOV a7rpoCTW7rOA1]µ'1T'TW<; 

I \ \ t: , '1 ' ,l,..'f.J '- "' KpwovTa tcaTa TD EtcaCTTOV €p"/OV, ev ..,,o,.,~ TOV T1J<; 
'TT'apouda, uµwv xpovov dvaa-Tpacp'TJT€' 18elooTE<; QTl oy 

cp0apTO£<;, ~prypi(p ~ xpvulrp, EAYTpW0HT€ €/C T~, µaTa{a, 
vµwv dvauTpo~, 'TT'aTpowapaOOTOV, 19 aX>..d nµtrp 
arµan w, dµvov dµwµov Ka£ aCT71"lAOV XptCTTOV, 
201rpoeryvwuµevov µev 1rpo tcaTa/30>..f/, /COCJ'f.J,DV, <J,avepw-
0evTo, 0€ e1r' euxaTDV TWV xpovwv 0£' vµar;; 21 ToV<; St' 
aihoii 'TT'lCJ'TOV<; el, 0e6v T<JV E"felpavTa aVT<JV EiC vetcpwv 
Kai Sofav avnp OovTa, OJCJ'TE T~V wiunv vµwv ,cal, €A7rloa 
~ ' 0 , 22T' .,, ' , , ' , €Wal et<; €DV, a<; y vxa, VJJ,WV 'f/"fVl/€0T€<; 

ev Tfj V'Tl"alCofj TrJ<; ax,,,Oeiar;; €!<; cptXaoeXcp[av dvvw6-
tcplTOV f/C tcapo[ar;; aXX17>..ovr;; ll"fa'Tl"rf uaTe €/CT€VW<;, 
28 avaryeryevv,,,µevot OV/C €/C CJ''TT'Dpiis cpOapTrJ<; aXXa 
d<f,OapTov, Ota Xoryov ZWNTOC 0€0y K&I M€NONTOC' 

24 0t0Tt 
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nict>. dpz Cd<;' xopToc, 

Kt>.I n.i'.ct>. t.ofo avT~<; we c\N00c xopToy· 

EzHphN0H o xoprnc, 

o<;o.t TO c\N00C €Z€TTECEN" 
25 To M f>HMt>. Kypioy MENEI elc TON t>.iwNt>.. 

TOVTO Se €0-Ttv TO pijµ,a TO· Eva77E',\to-0Ev €£<;' vµ,a<;. 

2 l 'A 7ro0eµ,evoi ovv 7rao-av /CaK[av /Cal 7raVTa 06',\ov 
\ < I \ ,l,_01 \ I "\ "\ I 2 , /Cat V'lT'oKpio-tv Kai 't' ovov<; Ka£ wao-a<;' KaTa"'a"'tar;, <.t><;' 

, I Q I ,I,. \ "\ \ >I!:' "\ 1.,_ , 
apTt"f€V117JTa pp€'t'7J TO f\,O"fllC011 aOOl\,OV ryal\,a €7r£7T'0-

0 ' I/ , , - , t: 0~ ' ' 3 , 110-aTe, wa e11 avTrp avr;'l/ TJTE Et<;' o-wn1pia11, ei 

&rerco.C0E OTI XPHCTOC () KYplOC. 4 wpo<;' &11 7rpoo-epx6µ,EVO£, 

Al00N tw11Ta, V'TT'O dv0pw7rwV )l,€11 .l!not.et.OKlMo.CMENON 7rapa 

s~ 0€<p EKA€KTON €NTIMON ° /Cat avTOl <d<;' 'A.£0ot twvTE<; 

oi1Coooµ,e'io-0e olKo<; wvevµ,aTtlCO<; Eb<; [r;paTEvµ,a a7wv, 

a11€11e71Ca£ 7r11€Vµ,aT£IC(i,<; 0vuia<;' EV7rpoaDEICTOV<; 0€rp out 

·1,,,0-ov XptO-TOV. 6 S,6n 7r€p£€X€£ €11 ,ypa<f>fi 

'I boy Ti0HMI EN l1wN Ai0oN €KA€KTON b.KporwN ll>.ION 

€NTIMON 1 

M1 cl mcTeywN fo' o.h4' oy M~ Ko.n,cxrNe~. 
7 vµ,tv ov11 'f/ TtJJ,~ TO£, W£0"T€VOVO"lV' am<TTOV<Tl11 DE 
Aieoc oN b.TT€MKiMt>.Ct>.N ol oiKoboMOYNTec OYTOC 1kENH8H 

ek K€cf>t>.AHN rwNit>.c 8Kal Aieoc npocKdMMt>.TOc Mt mhpt>. 

CKl>.Nt.hl\oy· oi 7rpOa-lC67T'TOVO"lV Tip ',\07rp a7ret0ovVT€'," €£', 

a Kal he011a-av. 9 vµ,et<; 0€ rENOC €KA€KTON, Bt>.ciAEION 

1€f>hT€YMl>., e0NOC ti:r10N, Ao.de €IC TT€f>ITTOJHCIN, onwc Tb.C 

&peT,,:C Ezt>.rrEIAHTE TOV EiC O"KOTOV', vµ,ar; Ka;\e<TaVTO<; el,r; 
\ 0 \ ! .,.., ,I,. ""' 10 r'/ J ). \ ,.. t" \ }. I TO avµ,ao-TOV avTOV 'f'I))'" 0£ 7T'OT€ oy 1\0.0C vvv a€ J\O.OC 

eeoy, oi oyK Hll€HMeN01 vvv DE eAEH0eNT€c. 

ll 'Arya7r7JTOi, 7rapa1CaA.w ror; no.poiKoyc Kil.I TTl>.f>ETTl.t.H

MOYC &1r€x,eu8a1, Tfuv uap,ci,c&Jv €7rtOuµtWv, a?T,v€, 

A2 



4 ITETPOY A [2 II 

<ITpaTevonat /CaTa Tijr; ,[rux,q.,' 12 T~V dvauTpo<f>~v uµwv 
ev TO£<; e0veutv exovTe<; ,ca:\17v, 7va, ev 'P ,caTa:\aXovutv 
vµwv OJ<; /CaK07TOlWV, €IC TWV ,ca:\wv epryc,,v E7TO'TT'TfVOVTe<; 
11-1:' \ 0', '' , " oo,;a<IWCTl TOV eov EN HMEp~ ETTICKOTTHC. 

18 'T7r0Tll"J'f/T€ 'TT'llCT'[I dv0pro7r£vy ICTiuet Ota T6V 
!CVptOV' efTe /3aut:\e1, OJ<; tl7r€p€XOVTl, 14 efTE ~"/ffJ,O<TlV OJ<; 

Bi' avTov 7reµ7roµEvotr; elr; J,coiKrJ<ItV 1caKO'TrOtwv [7rawov 
II' ' , 0 " 15 (" " , \ \ 0 ,, " 0 " 0€ arya O'TT'otwv· OTl OVTW<; €<TTtV TO ff\,rJµa TOU €OU, 

' 0 " ,1, " ' " • ..,, ' ' 0 ' arya 07rowvvTar; 't'tµow TrJV TWV a't'povrov av pw7rrov 
aryvroulav ·) 16 OJ<; e:\ev0epot, Kal µ~ OJ<; €7TUUiXuµ,µa 
exovTe<; Tijr; Ka,c[ac; T~V e.Xeu0epiav, dXX' OJ<; 0eov 
001/AOt. 17 wavTa<; Ttµ17uaT€, T~V doeXrpoTrJTa drya'TT'UT€, 
TON 8EON cp0Be1c8e1 TON Bt-.c1Aet-. TtµuTe. 180[ 

, I " I ' \ ,,.1... 'O ... ~ , OlH:€Tat V'TT'OTauuoµevoi €V 7raVTt 't'o,-,rp TO£<; O€<J'7rOTa£r;, 

ov µovov TOI,<; drya0oi,r; Kat €7rl€UC€<Ttv a:\Xa Kal TO'i<; 

<TIWAt0£<;. 19 TOV'TO ,yap xdpt<; el o,a uvve£01J<IlV 0eov 
< ,1, I "\. ' 1 '11'1 2() " \ ' I V7rO't'€PE£ Tt<; ,,,v7rar; 'TT'aa-xwv aotKW<;' 'TrOtov ryap K"'eor; 

, ' ' ' "\. ,I, I-' ' " ,._ "\.' et aµap-ravovTe<; Kat ,co"'a'Yt.,,oµevot V7roµevetTe ; a,,,,,, 
el d,yaB07roioVVT€(, !Ca"i 7rduxovT€t;; V1roµeve'iTE, TDVTo 

xapir; 'TT'apa 0erj3. 21 elc, TOVTO ,yap €KX~0'T}T€, OT£ ,cat 
XptUT(J<; f7ra0ev V'TTEP vµwv, vµ,v V7rOAtµ7ravrov V7r0-
rypaµµ6v rva €7raKo:\ov0ryu'T}T€ TO£<; rxveutv UVTOV. 22 &r; 

~Mt.pTl<\N OyK €TTOIHC€N oyli.e eype8H MiAoc €N n+ CTOMt.TI 

t-.yToy· 23 &, AOtOopovµevor; 011/C aVT€AOt0opei, 'Trll<T')(,OOV 
01/K f/7re£:\et, 7rapeoioou 0€ T'f' Kpivovn OtKalro,• 24 &r; 

T~C ;Mt.pTl<l.C ~µwv b.'(TOC ,,;NHNErKEN €V -rp uwµan aVTOV 
) \ \ f: ,"\ r/ ""' f .I , I r. ewt TO ,,v,,,ov, wa Tat<; aµapnat<; aworyevoµevoi T'f] 

Ot/CatoUVV'[/ 'rf uwµev. oil T(fl Mffi/\(l)TTI 1<>.8HTE. 25 ~T€ ,yap 
• 'B ._ ' ,"\ "\ ' , , ,I.. ... ' ' we npo <l.T,\ TTl\<l.NWMENOI, a"'"'a f7r€<ITpa't'7JT€ vvv €7H 

\ , \ :, I o"\ ""''" ""' t' "" TOV woiµeva /Cal €71"t<TIC07rOV TWV 't' uxwv uµwv. 
8 1'0µ,o/ror; ryuvatKE<; {nrorauuoµevat TOt<;' lolotr; 
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dvopauw, Z'va €£ TW€', a7r€i0ouuiv T<p A6,yp oia T1J'> 
TWV ,yvvattcWV avauTpo<pry<; ctV€U ).,6,yov K€P07J0riaov-rat 
2 e7r07rT€!JCJ'aVT€', T~V EV cpo/3,p Cl"fVrJV avaaTpo<prJV vµwv. 
8 -?' ,, , ,r ''t: 0 , ""\ "' '"" \ 0' wv EUTW ovx o e,;w EV EJl,'11""'0107,; Tpixwv tcat 7rept eaew,; 
xpvulwv ~ EVOVU€W', lµaTlwv ,coaµo<;, 4 a:\;\,' 0 tcpV7rTO<; 

~ \:' ! >! 0 1 ~ , ,1..0 , ~ < I ' TTJ'> tcapoia<; av pw1ro,; ev Ttp a.,., apT'f' TOU 'T}avxiov tcat 
7rpaew<; 7rvevµaTo<;, () ea-nv €VW7T£0V TOV 0€0V 7r0AUT€A€',. 

5 oiJTw<; ,yap 7T'OTe ,cat ai fl,yiat ,yuva'iKe<; al J).,7r£tovuat 
El<; 0Eov e,coap,ouv faVTa<;, V'IT'OTaua-oµevat TOL', ioiot<; 

avopaaw, 6 00,; "iappa V7r1JKOVl:V Ttp , A/3paaµ, K'(plON 

avTOV tcah.ova-a· ~'> Jryevry071Te T€/CVa drya0o7r0£0VC1'a£ 
1ta1 MH (j)oBoyMENb.l µ7]8eµlav moHCIN. 70[ 

av0p€<; 6µ,o[w<; UVVO£/COVVT€<; KaTli ,YVWUW, 00', aa-0€VE-
, I "" I , / f t ' UTEptp U/CWEt Ttp ryvva£/CEU{' a71"0V€Jl,OVTE<; TLJJ,7JV, W<; /Cat 

C1'VVICA.7Jpovoµot xaptTO<; twrj,;, elr; TO µ1) €,YIC071"TEU0at 
Tii<; 7rpoa-evxar; vµwv. 8To 0€ T€AO<; 7T'llVTE<; 
oµ6cppove<;, uvµ7Ta0e'ls, <ptA<Z0€A!pO£, €VC1'71"Aaryxvot, Ta
'lrEtvocppove<;, 9 P,1/ a1rOO£OOVTE<;' tcatcdv avTt ,ca,cov ~ 

AOtOop[av avTl AOtOopla,; TOVVaVTLOV oe EVAO,YOUVTE<;, 
STt Ei~ ToiJTo €K,A:IJ07JT€ lva eUAorylav ,c)vqpovoµ~u17Te. 

106 'Yap 6EAWN ZWHN lrt.rr~N 

Kb.I i.i..e1N HM€pb.c irb.Mc 

TTb.yCb.TW TH'N rAwcCb.N iml Kb.KOY 

K-l.1 xeiAH TOY MH Ab.AHCb.l .1'.0AON, 
11 tKKAIN<).TW oe lTTd Ko.Koy Ml rro1Hc,!.Tw ~rb.60N, 

ZHTHC<).TW elpi-iNHN Ml .i..1wz,!.Tw b.'(THN. 
12 i$n o<j>6b.AMOI Kypioy ETTi .I.IKb.lOYC 

Kb.I 6)Tb. b.YTOY EiC .1'.€HCIN b.YTWN, 

rrpocWTTON .I.€ K ypioy ETTi TTOIOYNTb.C Kb.Ko'.. 
13 Kat 7{,; 6 ,ca,cwuwv uµas eav TOU a,ya0ov t7JAWTat 

"f€V'1]C1'0e ; 14 a,).,;\,' el ,cat 7rauxoiTE Sia fntcatoa-6v71v, 
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µaKaptot. TON b.€ <t:,oBoN "'-YTWN MH <t:,oBH8HT€ MHb.€ 

T"'-P"'-X8HT€, 15 KYplON 0€ TOV XptUTOV Jr1~C"'-T€ €V Ta'ir; 
Kapoiair; vµrov, e-rotµot ael 7rpor; U'11"0AO"ftav '11"aVTl T<p 
alTOVVTt vµar; AO"fOV 7repl, T'l}', ev vµ'iv e"'A,7r[oor;, a;\)\.a 

µeTa 7TpafiT'1/TO', Ka£ cpof3ov, 16 UVV€L07]Utv exovT€', drya811v, 
rva EV p KaTaAa°Jl.e'iu0e KaTaiuxvv0wutv ol €'11"1}p€ti!;ovT€', 
vµwv Thv ll"fa0hv EV XptUT<p dvauTpocp17v. 17 Kp€£TTOV ryap 
U"ja00'11"0lOVVTar;, el 8eAOl TO 8t11.:,,µa TOV 0eov, 7Tauxe,v ~ 

~ 1s " , X , ,, t: , , ~ KaKO'Tl"O!OVVTa<,. OT£ Kat ptuTO', a7Ta,; 7r€pl aµ,apnrov 
a7re8avev, O!Kato, Jw~p aUKrov, rva vµar; wpo,Ta"fll"f'[) T!p 
0e<ji, 8avaTCJJ0el,r, µEv uapKt swo'11"0t7]8el,r, oi 7Tvevµan • 
19 > ~ \ ~ , A,. '\. ~ f 0 ' , I t: ev <p Kai Toti, ev .,.,uAaK'{I '11"VEuµautv wopw et<, eKr;pu,,-ev, 
20 dwe,01uau£v '11"0T€ OT€ (l.71"€~€0€X€TO 'I/ TOV 8eov µaKpo-
0vµ£a Ell ijµepatr; N W€ KaTaUK€Vasoµev'TJ', Kt/3WTOV el,;; 
,\ J'\. f ~ , ,, , \ •'• I \:' f e \;' , 1')/1 OAl"fOt, TOVT €UTtll 0/CT<JJ 't' uxat, Di€UW T)UaV Ot 

~OaTO<;. 21 C, /Cat vµac; dvTiTV'11"0V vvv uwset /3a'Tl"TJ,Uµa, 
ov uapKO', awo0eut', fJV'11"0V aAAii uuveto1uew<, drya8F,c; 
€7T'EPWT'TJµa elc; 8eov, ot' avau-rauewr, 'l17uov XptUTOV, 
2'l0', f.O"Ttv EN b.€!1~ 8€0Y 7ropev0etc; flr; ovpavov V7T0Ta-

l ' "' , '""\ \ 'f: ,.. \ ~ ' ryevTWV aUT(f) ary"f€AWV /Cat €,;OVUtWV Kat ovvaµf(J)V. 

4 1 XptUTOV OflV wa0ovTO', uapKt /Cat vµetc; Thu av-rhv 
evvoiav 07TA[uau8e, 3n o 7ra0wv uapK£ 7T'€'11"aUTat 
aµapTlat<;, 2d, TO µ'1/Kf.'Tl dv8pw7rWV €7T't8vµ[aic; llAAii 
8i"A-1µan 8€ov TOV €'11"LA.Ol7t'OV €V uapKt /3twual xpovov. 
3opK€TO', "flip O 7rap€A1')Av0wr; xpovoc; 'TO /3ov"ll.17µa TWV 
i.0vwv ICaTetpryau8at, 7T'€7rOpevµevovr; ev CIU€A"fEiatr;, 
, e I > .4,. '\. f f I \ '8 I E7rt vµiaic;, oivo.,.,Avrytaic;, Kroµoir;, 'IT'OTOtr;, Kat a eµtToir; 
'I:' '\. '\. I 4 > e t: ly: \ I eiow,'-oAaTptatr;, ev o/ ,,-evi.,,ov-rat µ17 uvv-rpexov-rwv 

rt""' 1 \ , , ..._ , , "r Q") ,,l..;n 
uµwv eir; T'TJV av-rr;v TTJC: auwnar; avaxvuw, ,_,,.au.,.,,r 
µovVTE<;' 5ot a7ToOwuovaw AO"fOV T<p e-ro[µwc; 1Cp[vovn 

SWVTar; ICa! VEKpovr;· 6elr; TOVTO ryap Kat V€Kpo'is €V'TJ"f'YE-
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X[cre.,, rva tcpt0mu£ µev 11:aT(L av0pro7rOV<; crap,d twut oe 
,canl 0eov 'TT'VEvµa-n. 

1 ITtivTrov 0€ TD rre°"A,ot; ?fyryu,ev,. a(i)<ppov~uare oVv 
\ , .. ,,. , J 8 \ , ' , Ka£ VT} 'I' aTE et<; 7rpouevxa<;' 7rpo 7raVTOJV TTJV €£<; 

eavTOV<; arya7f'r}V EKTEV~ exovTE<;, 6Tb IXr<'.\TTH K<>.Ayme, 

7T'ATJ00<; iM<>.pTIWN. 9q,,Xofe110£ el<; a)..)..17)..ov<; avev 
ryoryryvuµofr 10 e,cauTO<; ,ca06J<; [XafJev xap,crµa, el<; 
€aVTOV<; atJTO o,aKOVOVVTE<; ro<; ,ca/\,01, ol,covoµo, 'TT'OtKlA'Y}<; 

xaptTO<; 0eov· 11er n<; MA€£, W<; Aory,a 0eov· €£ Tb<; 
t-, .., r 'f: ' , 9- "" "' 0 ' t'/ , ,,., oia,covei, ro<; Ee; icrxvo<; TJ<; XDP'YJ'YE£ o eor;· wa ev 'TT'U<Ttll 
oofat'TJTUt o 0eor; oia 'l'Y}ITOV Xpt<TTOV, <f, €1TT£V ~ oofa 

\ \ r , \ , .I'\ ~ , , , I 
,cui To ,cparoc; et<, rov<; a,wvar; rrov a,rovrov • aµT}v, 

12 ' Arya7f'l'}TOi, µ~ fevitecr0e Tfi EV vµ'iv 'TT'VP(J)U€l 7rpC<; 
\ "' ,.. I r 1:' "' ..,. Q I 'TT'Etpacrµov vµw rytvoµevy ror; 5evov vµw uvµtJatvovror;, 

13aA,I\,(./, ,ca0o 1'0LVCl)IJ€£T€ TO£<; TOV XpttrTOV 7ra0nµacrtv 
I ,, \ , ~ , " I ,IA ~ <:- It ' ~ xatpETE, iva ICU£ EV T'[J a7ro,cal\,Vy €£ T'I'}<; 005'1'}<; aVTOV 

xap71TE a/'jaAAtwµevoi. 14 el ON€1AIZ€C0€ €1) avoµaTt 
Xp1crnr, µu,cdpwt, 6T£ TO TTJ<; oo~<, ICU£ TU TOY 0eoy 

TTN€yM<>. ecp' vµur; <\Nb.TT<>.'(€Tl\l. 15 JJ,~ ,yap Tt<; VJJ,WV 
I ,r ,.I.. \ f,,. ..._1 f.. \ ii. "' 7rauxeTro ror; 'l'OVEV<; 17 ,C/\,€7fT'I'}', TJ KalCO'TT'OLO<; 17 ror; 

aAAOTpte'TT"[<TICO'TT'O<;. 16 el Of ro<; Xptunav6r;, µ~ al-
l 0 '1- f: yl '1-\ \ 0 \ , " ' , I UXVVE<T ro, 005a~ET6J 0€ TOV EOV €V T(p OVOJ1,aT£ TOVT<p. 

17f$n [o] Katpdr; TOV lpfoc0<>.I T6 ,cplµa trrd TOY oiKO)' TOU 

0 ~ , C:-\ " ',I..' , ~ ' \ '"' " eov· et oe 7rprorov a..,, '1JJJ,WV, n To TE"'or; rwv 
a'TT'et0ovvTCJ>V T<p TOV 0eov daryryeXirp ; 18 ,cat el O AIK<>.IOC 

MOAIC CWZ€T<>.I, o [ Ae] e\C€8HC Ml .;.Mt>.pT<:oAoc TTOy <p<>.N€1T<>.I; 
19 ~<TT€ Ka£ o[ 7raa-xovTe<, Kara Td 0hi,'1Jµa TOU 0eov 'TT'tUT<p 

f 0 f 0 \ •'A \ > ) 0 ' KTtUT?J 7rapan ecr wa-av Ta, 'I' vxa<, ev a-ta o7roiiq,. 
5 1 ITpecrfJvrepovi, ovv ev vµ'iv 7rapa,ca)..w o uvv-

7rpea-f:)vrepoi, ,cal, µapTV', TWV TOV Xpt<TTOV 7ra0.,,µarruv, 
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o /Ca/, T1J, µEAAOVU'"}, a1ro1CaA!l7TTEU'0ai oo~, ICOlVOJVD,, 
2'11'otµavaT€ T6 ev vµ,'iv 7ro{µvwv TOV 0€ov, /J,TJ dvaryKaU'TW, 
ll/\.Alt €/COUU'[w,, P,1J0€ alu-xpoKEpilw, <iAAa '11'po0vµ,w,, 
S fi,T]l!' rli, KaTaKvpt€UOVT€, TWV KArjpwv aA-Aa Tl/71'0£ 

f ,.. I 4 ' ,I.._ 0' ~ > "{lVOP,€V0£ TOV 7r0£P,VWV' /Ca£ 't'avEpW €VTO, TOU ap)(,l-
'11'0{µ,wo, KOfi,£€tU'0€ TOV aµapavTIVOV Ti']'> 00~1J, U'T€cpavov. 
6'0µotw,, V€WT€poi, V7r0Tll"{7JT€ '11'p€u-/3VT€pot,. IlaVTE, 
"' '"" '" , ,I.. , , a, e ,, 0€ a/\,1\,1)1\,0£, T1JV Ta'11'€£VO't'poa-vvrJV E"{KO/J,tJWa-au- €, OT£ 
[o] 0EOC yrrepH<j)<\NOIC <\NTIT<\CCET<\I Tb.TTEINOIC d.€ 1i1:,.wc1N 

X~PIN. 
6 Ta'11'€£VW01JT€ ovv V'TrO TTJV KpaTatdv xe'ipa TOV 0Eov, 

tva vµas vtmu-v €V /Catprj>, 7 '11'au-av THN MEplMN<\N YMWN 

empi''l'<\NTEC err avTOV, OTl avT<jJ µeA-eL '11'€pl uµ,wv. 
8 N ~"f'llT€, ryp71ryop~UUT€. 0 llVTiOtKO, vµ,wv oui/30Ao, 
ro, AEWV &pvoµ,Evo, 1repi-1raT€£ STJTWV 1CaTa'11'te'iv • 9 <p 
aVT{a-T7JT€ O'T€p€0£ TU '11'LU'T€t, €l00T€', Tt1 avTa TWV 

'11'a011µ,aTWV TV €V Trj3 ICO<T/J,,P vµwv al!eA-cpoT'f/Tl €'11'£T€

A€£CT0at. 10'0 0€ 0eo<, '11'1'LU''f/', xriptTO<,, o ICaA€<Ta, Vµ,cts 
• 

, \ 'I ' ~ '-''I: ' X ~ ' ' €£<; T'l'}V aiwvwv avTov oo,;av ev ptuTrp, oAiryov 
'11'a0ovTa<, avTo, ICaTapTlU'El, <TT17p£ge,, a-0evwuet. 
11avTp T6 KpaTor; el., TOV', alwvar; • aµrJv. 

12 Aui ~,)\,ovavov vµ,'iv TOV '11'£0'TOV aoeAcpov, ror; 
AO"{LSOf.l,al, 0£' OAL"{WV erypa"f'a, '11'apa,ca)\.wv Kal €'11'lp,ap
TVpWV TaUT'f/V fivat llATJ0i'J xapw TOV 0eov · el, ~v <TTi']Te, 
13 ' Aa-'11'llSETa£ vµ,fi., 'iJ EV Ba/3v:X.wvt <TVV€/CA,€/CT➔ /Ca£ 
Map,cor; 0 VIO<; µ,ov. 14 , Aa-7raa-au-0e a)\,)1.17)\.ovr; ev 
cp,)l.rjµan arya1r1J'>• 

ElprJvTJ vµ,'iv 7rfiow TOtr; ev Xptu-Trj3. 



NOTES 

CHAPTER I 

i. 1-2. SALUTATION. 

1 I, Peter, am writing this letter as the commissioned Apostle of 
Jesus Christ and you, my readers in various Roman provinces of 
Asia Minor are God's chosen people, the new Israel of God, although 
(like the Jews of the Dispm·sion) you seem to be strangers in a foreign 

2 land. My commission as an ApoAtle and your position as members of 
the chosen people are not the result of chance. They are based upon 
the fact that God, our Father, from the first contemplated us as His 
children and His agents, and He effected His purpose for us by conse
crating us to His sel'Vice by the Holy Spirit, pledging us to obedience 
(like Israel at Sinai) as sprinkled with the blood of the covenant 
victim, Jesus Christ. 

May God's gifts of favour and peace be increased by all that you 
have to undergo. 

The salutation closely resembles the salutations of St Paul's 
epistles and is probably formed after their model. It designates the 
writer and his authority, the readers and their privileges, and in
dicates one of the leading thoughts of the Epistle that Christians 
were set apart by God's foreknowledge to be His chosen people, 
consecrated for a priestly life of sacrifice as covenanted members of 
Christ. 

1. IleTpos. His old name Simon is only used in narrative pas
sages before his call as an Apostle, but our Lord afterwards addressed 
him as Simon, Simon Bar Jona, or Simon son of John, and St James 
in his speech at the Apostolic Conference, Acts xv. 14, speaks of him 
as J:uµ,ewv. In St John's Gospel he is called Simon Peter 17 times 
and Peter 15 times, but in the other Gospels and in Acts Peter, the 
Greek form of the name given to him by our Lord, seems to have 
been his regular title. In 2 Pet. however the salutation is given in 
the name J:uµ,,wv IT&pos. The Aramaic form K'l),t,fis, which occurs in 
1 Cor. and Gal., may possibly be employed by St Paul because it 
~as used by the Judaizing party against whom he was writing. 
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cbroa-TO"-os 'ItJa-oil Xp«noil occurs in seven of St Paul's Epistles 
as an assertion of his authority in writing. So here St Peter states 
his authority for addressing churches with which he had little, if any, 
personal connexion. 

The full name Jesus Christ is extremely rare in the Gospels and 
only occurs in the opening verses of Matt. and Mk, twice in Jn, i. 17 
and xvii. 3, and in the best text of Matt. xvi. 21, just after St Peter's 
confession of Jesus as the Christ, when our Lord began a new stage 
in His teaching and as the Christ announced His Passion. In 
the Acts and Epistles Jesus Christ hecomes a regular proper name, 
while Christ Jesus is a kind of confession of faith. 

iK>.EKTots ,ra,pE1r•&.J1'-o•s 8•a.a-,rop&s. 'fhe word o,acr,ropci occurs 
first in the LXX. of Deut. xxviii. 25 describing the scattering of 
Israel if they are disobedient to God, and it is occasionally used in 
the later books of the 0. T. In the N .T. it only occurs twice elsewhere, 
Jn vii. 35, "Will he go unto the Dispersion among the Greeks?" 
Jas. i. 1, "To the twelve tribes which are of the Dispersion." In 
both these passages the word is generally supposed to refer to the 
Jewish Dispersion (but see Introduction, p. !iii f.). So here some com
mentators would interpret the phrase literally and regard St Peter as 
addressing Jewish Christians only. But many passages in the Epistle 
(see Introduction) imply that the majority of the readers had been 
heathen, though in many towns it is morally certain that the nucleus 
of the Christian congregation wonld be derived from the Jewish 
congregation, as we find in St Paul's missionary work. St Peter 
however does not merely mean scattered strangers, but uses the word 
01eur1ropci deliberately. Salmon suggests that it means "members of 
the Roman Church whom Nero's persecution had d'ispersed to seek 
safety in the provinces." Ramsay, who dates the Epistle as late as 
80 A.D., finds a reference to the Fall of Jerusalem which left the 
Church a "dispersed" body with no recognized centre, More prob
ably the word is used metaphorically, not merely in the sense that 
Christians are a scattered body of sojourners in the world, but one of 
the titles of the old Israel is transferred to the Church, the new Israel 
of God. Just as the Jewish Dispersion served to spread the know
ledge of Jehovah more widely, so the Christian Church scattered far 
and wide is the new "Dispersion" and has a similar work to do for 
God in the heathen world around. So elsewhere in the Epistle 
St Peter constantly applies to the Christian Church , titles which 
originally belonged to the Jewish nation. 

tK>.EKTots. In the 0. T. divine ''Election" is spoken of (a) in the 
choice of Israel as a nation, (/)) in the choice of individual IsraeliteR 
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to perform special functions for Israel, e.g. Abraham, Moses, Saul, 
David, Solomon, Zerubbabel, the tribe of Judah, or for priestly work, 
Aaron and the Levites. In each case the choosing by God was not a 
reward. It was not an act of favouritism on God's part. Those 
chosen were selected not for their own sake or to the exclusion 
or "reprobation" of others, but to do some special work for God, 
and if they were untrue to their mission they would forfeit their 
position. Here St Peter probably means that the Church is the 
new Israel of God, "a chosen people." As a corporate body the 
Church is chosen "to tell forth God's excellencies" and to complete 
the work of Christ her Head, but every member of that body has his 
own work to do and was chosen by God for that work. To have been 
thus chosen by God is not a guarantee of final salvation unless those 
chosen are faithful to their position, But to be one of "the elect 
people of God" is a "state of salvation," to which we are brought by 
God and not by chance, and we must pray for "grace to continue in 
the same unto our life's end." 

1ra.pm-•8~11o•s, cf. ii. 11. In one sense St Peter's readers were 
s(!'journers because they lived among heathen. In another sense all 
Christians are in this world merely sojourners whose home is in 
heaven. 

Pontua, etc. It is generally admitted that the names are used in 
their imperial sense as denoting Roman provinces and not in the 
popular or geographical sense. The order in which the various pro
vinces are mentioned affords no clue to the place of writing. On the 
one hand Pontus is in the E. and therefore nearly the last in geo
graphical order from Rome, but on the other hand it is in the N. and 
therefore not the first in geographical order from Babylon. Again, 
Pontus and Bithynia formed one Roman province, therefore there 
must be some reason for their being named separately first and last 
in the list. Probably the provinces are named in the order in which 
Silvanus was expected to visit them, landing perhaps at Sinope in 
Pontus and making a circuit round to the coast of the Euxine again 
somewhere in Bithynia. 

The provinces named include all Asia Minor north of the Taurus 
Mountains, which were a natural frontier shutting off the provinces 
of the south coast. 

Fontus. The old kingdom of Pontus was conquered by Rome 
in 65 B.c., when Pompey defeated Mithridates and the maritime 
district of the Euxine W. of the Halys was joined to the recently 
formed province of Bithynia, a further strip of coast to the E. being 
added about 100 years later. The rest of the districts remained 
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independent for a time but were afterwards incorporated in the Roman 
province of Galatia, and early in the 2nd century were transferred to 
Cappadocia. The chief towns of Provincial Fontus along the coast 
from W. to E. were Heraclea, Amastris, Sinope and Amisos. All of 
these were thriving seaports with extensive commerce, the most 
important being Sinope, which was a Roman colony. In such centres 
of trade there were certain to be numerous Jewish settlers. In 
Acts ii. 9 we read that Jews from Fontus were present in Jerusalem 
on the day of Pentecost, and it is conceivable that the first knowledge 
of Christianity may have been introduced into Fontus by them. 
Again Aquila, who had married a Roman wife, Prisca or Priscilla, is 
described in Acts xviii. 2 as "a Jew, a man of Fontus by race," and 
it is possible that he may have helped to evangelize his native country 
during his visits to the East. In any case there was constant com
mercial intercourse between Fontus and other centres of early 
Christianity, and the Church may well have been established in 
Fontus about the middle of the first century (though Ramsay, Ch. in 
Rom. Emp. p. 225, regards 65 A.D. as the earliest probable date). 

At any rate Pliny, the governor of Bithynia, writing apparently 
from Fontus to the Emperor Trajan about 112 A.D., speaks of many 
Christians of every age, every rank and of both sexes, not only in the 
towns but also in the villages and the country, through whom the 
temples had come to be well-nigh deserted and the sacred rites to be 
long suspended. This points to the fact that Christianity was of 
considerable standing in the district, and one suspected person who 
was examined declared that he had been a Christian bnt had aban
doned the faith 25 years previously. Sinope was the birthplace of 
Marcion, a semi-Gnostic teacher, who came to Rome in 140. He had 
been a wealthy shipowner and his father is described as a bishop. 

Galatia. The Roman province included all the central part of 
Asia Minor and extended from Fontus on the N. to the Taurus 
Mountains on the S. It embraced Paphlagonia, part of the old 
kingdom of Fontus, part of Phrygia including Antioch and Iconium, 
and part of Lycaonia including Lystra and Derbe, but it derived its 
name from the north central district, Galatia Proper, which had been 
occupied by Gaulish immigrants in the 3rd century B.c. They were 
conquered by the Romans under Manlius in 189 B,c. but retained 
semi-independence until 25 B.c., when Galatia Proper was made a 
Roman province. The chief towns in this district were Ancyra, 
Pessinus and Tavium. The southern part of the Roman province of 
Galatia was certainly evangelized by St Paul during his first missionary 
journey. Lightfoot and others hold that St Paul also visited Galatia 
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Proper on his seoond and third journeys, and that the Epistle to the 
Galatians was addressed to that district, but Ramsay maintains that 
St Paul only wrote to the chmches of the southern part of the Roman 
province of Galatia and never visited the northern district at all. 

Cappadocla was the district east of Galatia and came into the 
possession of the Romans in 17 A,D., but it was treated as an unim
portant frontier district, governed only by a procurator until 70 A,D. 

when it was considerably enlarged and made a regular province under 
a pro-praetor. From 76-106 it was under the same governor as 
Galatia, though otherwise the two provinces were distinct. The fact 
that it is here mentioned as if it was an important province has been 
urged as a slight argument in favour of dating the Epistle after 70 A.D., 

but if Silvanus was to visit this district it is difficult to see by what 
other name than Cappadocia it could be designated. Jews from 
Cappadocia were present on the day of Pentecost. Otherwise nothing 
is known of the introduction of Christianity there, but Caesareia, the 
chief town of Cappadocia, was on the great trade-routes from Syrian 
Antioch to the Black Sea and from Ephesus to the East. 

Asia. The Roman province included all Asia Minor west of 
Galatia, the capital being Ephesus. St Paul had been forbidden by 
the Spirit to preach there on his second missionary journey (Acts 
xvi. 6), but stayed in Ephesus for three years during his third 
journey, "so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the 
Lord both Jews and Greeks" (Acts xix. 10). Several of St Paul's 
Epistles were addressed to this district, the Epistle to the Ephesians 
being almost certainly a circular letter to be passed on from Ephesus 
to the churches of the Lycus valley. The Epistles to the Colossians 
and to Philemon imply the existence of a considerable Christian body 
in Colossae, Laodicea and Rierapolis, though St Paul had apparently 
never visited those places in person (Col. ii. 1). The two Epistles to 
Timothy contain directions to him as head of the Church in Ephesus. 
Ephesus was also the home of St John in his later years; there his 
Gospel and Epistles were probably written and the letters to the 
Seven Churches in the Apocalypse are addressed to that district. In 
the beginning of the 2nd century the letters of Ignatius are addressed 
chiefly to churches of Asia and imply a developed organization with 
bishops, presbyters and deacons; while Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, 
who was martyred at the age of 86 in 155--156 A.n., is another link 
with the Apostolic age. 

Bithynia had been bequeathed to the Romans by its last king, 
Nicomedes Ill, in 74 B.c., and was joined with Fontus and formed 
into a united province by Pompey in. 65 a.c. St Paul attempted to 
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enter Bithynia when precluded from preaching in Asia on his second 
missionary journey, but "the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not" 
(Acts xvi. 7). We have no evidence to shew how Christianity was 
introdnced there, but there were two great roads connecting its chief 
towns Nicaea and Nicomedia with Antioch in Pisidia in the S. and 
Ancyra and Syria in the E . 

. 2. This verse probably refers both to St Peter's own position 
as an apostle of Jesus Christ and to that of his readers as the 
"chosen" people of God. Just as in Rom. i. 1, 6, 7, St Paul couples 
himself and his readers together, he himself being " called to be an 
apostle" (KA'l)ros d..-60-roll.os) and they "called to be saints" (1<ll.,iro1s 
<i')'fo<s), so here St Peter regards both his own choice to be an apostle 
and that of his readers to be the new Israel of God as being due to a 
divine purpose. The verse seems certainly to describe the opera
tion of the three Persons in the Trinity in fitting men to be God's 
fellow-workers in the world. The Father in His eternal knowledge 
contemplates them as His chosen agents, the Holy Spirit consecrates 
and hallows them continuously for their work, which is to obey God's 
will as covenanted members of Jesus Christ His Son, by whose blood 
as the true covenant victim they are sprinkled. For other passages 
where the threefold name is similarly introduced cf. 1 Cor. xii. 4-6; 
2 Cor. xiii. 13; Eph. iv. 4-6; 2 Thess. ii. 13-14; Titus iii. 4-6; 
Rom. viii. 16-17. 

The occurrence of such passages presupposes a recognized, although 
still unformulated, belief in the Holy Trinity, which can hardly have 
originated without some authoritative utterance of our Lord such as 
the great commission to baptize in the name of the Fathe1·, Son and 
Holy Ghost in Matt. xxviii. 19, or the discourse recorded in Jn xiv. 

The three clans@ Ko.Ta, lv, els, may be taken either as parallel to each 
other as denoting three different aspects of the divine choice, ascribed 
to the three Persons in the Holy Trinity, or more probably as succes
sive stages, each dependent upon the preceding : «ara, the standard· 
of God's eternal design; l,, the means by which it is worked out; 
eis, the aim of that design. 

The " call " to a position of privilege and therefore of service is 
a "link in the chain of providential care which began in the eternal 
loving purpose of God." This thought is elaborated in fuller detail in 
Rom. viii. 28-30. 

It is however somewhat remarkable that St Paul nowhere refers to 
" the blood of sprinkling." 

Kam:l ,rpoyv(l)a-w. The substantive does not occur in the LXX. 
except. in the Apocrypha. In the N.T. it only occurs again in 8t 
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Peter's speech on the day of Pentecost (Acts ii. 23) that Jesus was 
'' delivered up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." 
The verb is used of men "knowing beforehand" (Acts xxvi. ii; 2 Pet. 
iii. 17), but in Rom. viii. 29 it is used of God ''foreknowing" certain 
persons whom He also predestinated and called; in Rom. xi. 2 it is 
used of the "people whom God foreknew " as not being cast away by 
God despite appearances, and in 1 Pet. i. 20 it is used of Christ as the 
true paschal lamb '' foreknown before the foundation of the world." 
So here St Peter regards God as having from the first contemplated 
certain individuals like himself and a society or " chosen people" like 
his readers to carry on the work of Israel as His agents in the world. 
Cf. Is. xlix. 1 and Jer. i. 5, "Before I formed thee in the belly 
I knew thee ... I sanctified thee. I have appointed thee a prophet unto 
the nations." 

8toii ,ra.Tp6s. 0eos is never a mern proper name in the N.T. but 
denotes the power, supremacy, authorship and superintendence of 
God. 1ro.n\p is frequently used to describe God as the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Ghrist, but also of God as "our Father." Sometimes (as 
probably here) the two ideas are coupled together because it is only as 
" a member of Christ " that a man becomes '' the child of God" in 
the highest sense. So our Lord spoke to His disciples of going to 
"My Father and your Father," and in Rom11,ns viii. 29 St Paul says 
that God's object in choosing men "to be conformed to the image of 
his Son" was "that He might be the first-born among many brethren." 

iv d.y~a.o-p.4' 'ITVEVf'-G.TOS might mean by the hallowing of our human 
spirit, but the context implies that hallowing by the Holy Spirit is 
intended. This is the process in which God's choice takes effect in 
the equipment of His agents. The root (ay-), see note v. 15, means to 
set apart, so to consecrate. Apostles, prophets and every member of 
the chosen people need a life-long hallowing for their special office. 
As applied to the whole body of Christians cf. 2 Thess. ii. 13, " God 
chose you from the beginning unto salvation, b, ay,ar,µ,j 1r,eul'aros," 
from which passage St Peter may perhaps be borrowing. 

tLs v,ra.Ko~11 K.T,>,.. This choosing by God, this hallowing process 
employed upon those chosen, is intended to result in (els) their 
obedience. Unless they fulfil that divine purpose, to have been 
" known by God" will only increase their guilt. Of. Amos iii. 2, 
"You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore 
I will visit upon you all your iniquities." 

pa.VTW-f'-011 a.ip.a.TOs. The only instances where per~ons were 
sprinkled with blood in the 0. T. were (a) the sprinkling of a leper 
with the blood of a hfrd, Lev. xiv. 6, 7; (b) the sprinkling of Aaron 
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and his sons with the blood of a ram to consecrate them for their 
priestly work (Ex. xxix. 21; Lev. viii. 30); (c) the sprinkling of 
the people by Moses at Sinai when the covenant between God and 
Israel was ratified (Ex. xxiv. 3-8). It is possible that St Peter may 
be referring to the second of these as he does elsewhere describe his 
readers as a body of priests to offer up spiritual sacrifices, and this 
idea seems to be referred to also in Heb. x. 22, where Christians 
having access into the Holy of Holies in the blood of Jesus, their great 
High Priest, are bidden themselves to "draw near" as priests whose 
hearts are sprinkled and their bodies bathed with pure water, just as 
the High Priest was sprinkled with blood at his consecration and 
also bathed before the day of Atonement. According to Hort (1 Pet., 
p. 23), however, the reference here is to the sprinkling of the whole 
people at Sinai. Moses proclaimed to the people all the words of 
Jehovah and all the judgments, and they promise obedience. Then 
to make it a binding covenant an alta.r is built and victims are killed 
by representatives of ea,ch tribe. Half of the blood is poured upon 
the altar as representing Jehovah, while the other ha.If iB sprinkled 
upon the people as the other contracting party in the covenant. The 
people, having heard the Book of the Covenant read, promise "All 
that Jehovah hath spoken will we do and be obedient," and the 
blood is described as the " blood of the covenant." This ceremony 
is referred to in Heb. ix. 7, 11-22, where it is contrasted with 
the new covenant of which Jesus is· at once the mediator and the 
covenant victim. The blood once shed upon the altar of the cross as 
the pledge of God's share in the covenant is also sprinkled upon the 
people a.s the pledge of their share in it. Of. also Heh. xii. 24. 

The same idea, is also suggested by our Lord's words in instituting 
the Sacrament of His Body and Blood, " This is My Blood of the 
Covenant" or "the new Covenant in My Blood." It is not only a 
continual remembrance of the sacrifice of the death of Christ, of the 
blood outpoured upon the altar of the Cross and accepted by God as 
the pledge of His share in the Covenant as promising pardon, but it 
also a.ssures us that we are the covenanted people of God, "very 
members incorporate in ... the blessed company of a,ll faithful people" 
and as such pledged to obedience. 

Dr Chase (Hastings, D. of B. m. 794) on the other hand argues 
that the preposition els, following as it does the ,, cl:y,a,IJ'µ~, must 
point to the goal of God's divine purpose and not to the initial pledge 
of obedience, when the Christian is first admitted into the new covena.nt 
by the initial sprinkling of blood. He therefore suggests a reference 
to the sprinkling with water (Num. xix. 9, 13, 20 f.) by which a 
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faithful Israelite, defiled by contact with a dead body, was sprinkled 
with the water of separation. So the blood of Christ can purge the 
conscience of the obedient Christian from dead works (Heb. ix. 14); 
cf. also 1 Jn i. 7, "If we walk in the light ... the blood of Jesus 
cleanseth us from all sin." In answer to this it may be urged that 
initiation into the covenant points forward to a life of obedience as 
its goal, and to be sprinkled with the blood of Christ, the covenant 
victim, is not only an initial means of admission but also a source of 
continuous cleansing in which "our souls are washed through His 
most precious blood." Again it also pledges us to share the sacrificial 
life of Christ by " presenting ourselves, our souls and bodies as a 
living sacrifice" to God. Just as in Baptism we are signed with the 
Cross not merely as a rite of initiation but as a token that we must 
share Christ's Cross and fight manfully under His banner, so to be 
admitted into fellowship with Christ by the blood of sprinkling 
involves fellowship with His sufferings, and this idea would have 
special force for St Peter's readers who were face to face with 
persecution (cf. 2 Cor. i. 5; Phil. iii. 10, etc.). 

xup~s vJJ,'iv Ka\ Elp~V1J, This is St Paul's regular greeting except 
in 1 and 2 Tim. where D,rn~ is added. Some would regard it as 
a combination of the Greek greeting xo.lp«v and the Hebrew greeting 

o,S~ = peace, but more probably it represents the old priestly blessing 

(Num. vi. 24), "The Lord be gmcious to thee ... and give thee peace." 

11'11.1Jlhiv8E£1J is perhaps borrowed from "Peace be multiplied to 
you," Dan. iv. 1, vL 25, In the N.T. it occurs again in the salutation 
in 2 Pet. and Jude. St Peter asks that the trials through which his 
readers have to pass may only increase God's gifts of grace and peace. 

i. 3-13. THE HIGH PRIVILEGES A.'!D DESTINY OF THE CHRISTIAN. 

Benediction. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for by 
raising Him from the dead He has begotten us, His other children, to 

4 a new life of hope which is directed towards an inheritance which, 
unlike Canaan, can never be ravaged, never be defiled, never fade. 
It is an inheritance which in God's eternal purpose was all through 
the ages designed to be extended to you Gentiles (els oµfis) and has 
been reserved in heaven for that purpose. (The present realization 
of that inheritance may seem strangely to belie that hope, for you are 

5 beset by dangers and trials of all kinds), but you are under the watch 
and ward of God's almighty power if only you have faith to avail 

I PETER B 
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yourselves of the deliverance (from all evil) which (like the inheritance) 
was ready prepared to be revealed in the "last time," i.e. the Mes-

6 sianic age which has already begun. Living in that age as you do, 
you can exult, even though for the time being God may require you 

7 to experience sorrow in all kinds of trials, in order that the genuine
ness of your faith (a far more precious genuineness than that of gold, 
which is only a perishable substance though trial by fire is employed 
even for its testing) may be discovered by the Divine Refiner, thereby 
redounding unto praise and glory and honour for you (and conse
quently to Himself as perfected in His creatures) in the revelation 

8 of Jesus Christ. True you never saw Him in the flesh (as I did) 
yet yon love Him, and, though you cannot now see Him, yet, 
believing on Him as you do, you exult with a joy too deep for 

9 words and already irradiated with heavenly glory, receiving the long
promised end of such faith, namely, the deliverance from evil of your 
true selves. 

10 I said that the deliverance was ready prepared, and so it was. 
The deliverance now revealed to you was spoken of by the prophets, 
who prophesied about the extension of God's favour to you Gentiles, 

11 They sought and searched diligently to discover what or at any 
rate what kind of time the Spirit of the Lord's Anointed which was 
in them signified when it solemnly declared beforehand in God's 
name the sufferings destined for the Messiah and the glories which 

12 were to follow those sufferings; and it was revealed to them that it 
was not for their own age but for you that they were ministering the 
messages (of deliverance) which were now openly announced to you 
by those who brought you good tidings by the Mission of the Holy 
Spirit from heaven; and this unfolding of God's loving purpose for 
His creatures is watched with wondering eyes by angels. 

The whole passage is an expansion of tK°MKTa,s KaTa 7rp6-y,wrr,, 
/ho() in the salutation, and is intended to shew that the choosing of 
the Gentiles was no afterthought but part of God's eternal purpose. 
It has striking similarities with Eph. iii. 5-12, where the mystery 
of Christ, not made known to other generations but kept secret 
in God, is described as being now revealed by the Spirit to the 
apostles and prophets, namely that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs with 
Israel, and the Church (as the new and world-wide Israel) is the 
means of making known to angelic beings the manifold wisdom of 
God in planning the course of the ages. 

The three clauses cls ilv1,llia tw,rn•, els K"ll.71pavoµ.!a,, ds rrwT71plav, 
might (i) be all taken as dependent directly upon <i,a-yevv,jrras, meaning 
that the new life is at once a hope, an inheritance, and a state of 
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salvation ; or (ii) the second and third clauses might be taken as 
expansions of ,!1'1rioa. It is a hope which is directed towards (<ls) an 
inheritance and a deliverance which are already partially realized 
but not yet consummated; or (iii) as suggested in the paraphrase •is 
KA'f/povoµla11 may be the goal of ell1ds and •is ITWT'f/p/a., of ,,.,,,.ns. So 
v. 9, 1Twrr1pla is described as ro r!llos rijs 1rl1Trewr. Again ,r[,,.r,s and 
ell,r,s are coordinated in v. 21, where St Peter repeats all the leading 
ideas of the earlier section, 1rpoe-yvW1TµeYov ... q,av•pwfNvros l,r' foxcirou 
rwv xp6vwv iii vµiJs, deliverance (ITWT')p[a) being now expressed by 
,!1'.urpd,8'1/T<, while the promise of " inheritance" in Canaan once given 
by the prophet to the exiles in Babylon is described as good tidings 
now extended to the Gentiles (eh vµiis). 

3. E'"-OY1JTOS, worthy to receive blessing is nearly always restricted 
to God in the LXX. while eullo-y')µ!vos, one who receives blessing, is 
used of men. The same form of benediction occurs in Eph. i. 3 and 
2 Cor. i. 3. 

,l 8EoS Ka.\ 1ra.'T1]p Toii 1<vpCov K.T,X. The words are used in the 
same sense in which our Lord said to Mary Magdalene, "I go to My 
Father and your Father, to My God and your God," and again on the 
cross He cried, "My God, My God," but this must not be exaggerated 
into implying that the Son was Himself a creature as the Arians 
taught. 

Kvp£ov ,j.,..;v 'l1Jcroii Xp~crTOii. St Peter in his speech on the day 
of Pentecost shewed from prophecy as fulfilled in the resurrection 
and ascension ths.t God had made Jesus both Lord and Christ, and it 
seems to have been the earliest and simplest form of Christian creed 
to say "Jesus is Lord" or "Jesus Christ is Lord." St Peter couples 
himself with his readers and shews that Jewish and Gentile Christians 
s.re one as owning the same Lord. 

iXEos is specially used of God's mercy in admitting Gentiles to the 
covenant, cf. Rom. xi. 30-32, xv. 9; Eph. ii. 1--4. 

civa.yE1111tjcra.s. The word occnrs nowhere else in the Greek Bible 
except in v. 23, and as a Western reading in Jn iii. 5, where in 
the preceding passage our Lord had said ')'<PV'f/0fi i1.vw0<P, St Paul 
describes those who are in Christ as Kct<v71 KTl1T1~ (2 Cor. v. 17), and in 
Titus iii. 5 he speaks of the "!aver of regeneration" (1r«ll1-y-yeve1T!ct). 

St Peter regards the resurrection of Jesus as having ushered in a 
new life of hope for mankind, reversing the sentence of doom. As 
members of the Church of Christ they enter into a new order of 
existence as children of God. 

t"-1r£8a. twcra.11, as members of Christ we are here and now "in
heritors of the kingdom of heaven" but we are not yet in full 

B2 
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possession of our inheritance, We have only the "earnest" or first 
instalment of it. But we have "the hope of glory" and this hope is 
not like the old Messianic hope of the Jews, which had become 
languid and conventional. Our hope is full of growth and vitality. 

4. el~ 1CA'IJpovof1,Ca,v. The goal to which our hope points forward 
is the spiritual Canaan, "the lot of our inheritance." Unlike the 
earthly Canaan it can never be ravaged by hostile mamuders (li,p0ap
Tov) or polluted by heathen profanation (aµlanov) nor scorched and 
withered ( aµapavrov). 

i>-:1Jpovoµla in the O.T. denotes possession rather than heirship. 
"Originally (S. and H. Rom. p. 204) meaning (i) the simple possession 
of the Holy Land, it came to mean (ii) its permanent and assured 
possession (Ps. xxv. (xxiv.) 13; xxxvi. (xxxvii.) 9, 11, etc.); hence 
(iii) specially the secure possession won by the Messiah (Is. lx. 21 ; 
lxi. 7); and so it became a symbol of all Messianic blessings." 

In the N.T. the subst. occurs 13 times and seems primarily to 
denote possession of an inheritance rather than heirship to a future 
inheritance. E.g. Acts vii. 5, God gave Abraham no K"i\'1/povoµlav, 
i.e. present possession in Canaan (but cf. Gal. iii. 18; Heb. xi. 8). 
Eph. i. 18, Christians are partakers of the K"/\71povoµla of the Saints 
in light (i.e. fellow-citizens with the Saints). But as yet we only 
have an instalment (apf,af3wv) of our full inheritance, Eph. i. 14; and 
in Col. iii. 24, " the reward of the inheritance" is regarded as future. 

The verb K"i\71povoµe'w occurs 18 times, generally in the future, of 
inheriting (i.e. possessing) the earth, the Kingdom of God, or eternal 
life. In Matt. xxv. 24 it denotes entering into possession of the 
Kingdom. 

KA7Jpov6µos occurs Evv. (3), St Paul (8), Heb. (3), Jas. (1), and 
sometimes includes the idea of heirship; but in Gal. iv. Christians 
are described as heirs who have come of age. · 

In this passage therefore St Peter probably regards Christians as 
being already in partial possession of the inheritance so long reserved 
for them. This idea is included in the statement of the Catechism, 
"In my Baptism ... ! was made ... an inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven." 

TETTJP"lfl-EV'IJV, .. <f>povpovf1,4vovs. T"/pew is to watch or keep safe; 
,ppovpiiv to stand sentry over either to prevent escape, as in 2 Cor. xi. 
32 (where the parallel passage in Acts ix. 24 has 1rapar71p1c,v), or to 
guard against attack, protect. Cf. Phil. iv. 7; Gal. iii. 23. 

Here the perfect participle, Ter71p71µ.ev7111, means that the inherit
anoe destined by God to be extended to the Gentiles (eis 11µ.fis) has 
been safely laid by in reserve in heaven all through the long years of 
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silence when God's meroy in inoluding the Gentiles in the covenant 
was not yet made known (cf. Rom. xvi. 25; Eph. iii. 5-11; 1 Pet. i. 
11-12). The present participle, <ppovpovµ/vovs, describes the present 
position of Christians as heirs who still need God's constant protec
tion in order to attain to final salvation. 

EV ovpa.vo,s suggests another mark of superiority of the Christian's 
inheritance as compared with the earthly Canaan. 

5. EV 811vdfLu 8eoii may describe the fortress in which or the 
garrison by which the Christian is guarded. 

Bwl. 1rla-reUJS. Faith in God's promised deliverance is the condition 
by which man must avail himself of the divine protection. 

ets crw""JpCa.v. It is simpler to connect the words with those which 
immediately precede them rather than with ava:yevv,j,rct, or D,1rloa. 
In this case they may be dependent on <ppovpovµhov, if ,rwn1pia is 
understood in the sense of final and completed deliverance. But the 
words which follow seem rather to regard the deliverance as some
thing which Christians are already receiving, something predicted 
by prophets but now proclaimed. It seems better therefore to couple 
o,i,, ,r/,rrew, el, uwr'l)pictv together. (For eis rTWT'l)pfo.• governed by e. 
substantive cf. Rom. i. 16, Mwctµis 1/eoG els O'WT'l)piav; x. 1, li¼<Tis ,l, ,r,; 
2 Cor. vii. 10, µerri•otctP €ls u.; and cf. Rom. x. 10, oµo'lloyerra, ,ls u.) 

,rwr'l)pla (S. and H. Rom. p. 23), "The fundamental idea con
tained in the word is the removal of dangers menacing to life and the 
consequent placing of life in conditions favourable to free and healthy 
expansion." In the earlier books of the O.T. it denotes deliverance 
from physical peril (Jud. xv. 18; 1 Sam. xi. 9, 13, etc.). But gradually 
it tended to be appropriated to the great deliverances of the nation, 
e.g. the Passage of the Red Sea (Ex. xiv. 13, etc.) and the Return 
from Exile (Is. xlv. 17, etc.). Thus by a natural transition it was 
associated with the Messianic deliverance in the lower forms of the 
Jewish Messianic expectation (Ps. Sol. x. 9, xii. 7; Test. XII. Patr. 
Sym. 7; Jud. 22; Benj. 9, 10) [the form nsed in all these passages 
is ,rwr,jp,o•, cf. Lk. ii. 32]. In this sense of Messianic national 
deliverance it is used in Lk. i. 69, 71, 77. It was also associated with 
the higher form of the Christian hope, Acts iv. 12, xiii. 26, etc. 

In this latter sense O'WT'l)pla covers the whole range of the Messianic 
deliverance both in its negative aspect as a rescuing from the wrath 
under which the whole world is lying and in its positive aspect as the 
imparting of "eternal life," of. 1 Thess. v. 9, 10. The rTWr'l)pia is not 
yet fully complete. Christians have to grow towards it (1 Pet. ii. 2), 
to work it out (Phil. ii. 12), they may neglect it (Heb. ii. 3). It is 
nearer than it was when they first became believers(Rom. xiii.11). It is 
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to perfect our salvation that the Return of Christ is awaited (Heh. ix. 
28). But "now is the day of salvation" (2 Car. vi, 2); the deliver
ance is already at work for those who have faith to accept it. They 
do here and now receive that deliverance of their true selves, their 
true lives (<TwT'l/pla,v ,f,uxwv), which is the goal of their faith. 

erolJA"IV d.1r0Ka.}1.1Jlf,8-ijva.• ,!v Ka.•pcii roxd.Tq,. Dr Chase (Hastings, 
D. of B. m. 79,5) connects these words with 1,'ll:11pavaµla,v, and inter
prets ,, Ka,ipcp <<TXa.T'I' in the so.me sense as hr' e<Txarou rwv xp611w11 in 
i. 20 as referring to the Messianic age which is described in prophecy 
as "the last days" (Is. ii. 2; Hos. iii. ii; Mic. iv. 1). The actual 
phrase, 1<a,ipos l<Txa,ros, does not occur, but 1<a.1pos is used in esche.to
logice.l passages in Daniel and in the N. T. (e.g. 1 Pet. iv. 17; Rev. i. 3). 
According to this interpretation the clause is correlative to nrr,prJµ.!nw 
,, oupavo'is. It is however more natural to take the clause with the 
immediately preceding word <TWTrJplav, in which case 1<aipcp <<TXllT'f' 
might mean either "the last day"-or as Dr Hort would explain it
"a season of extremity,"" when things are at their worst." The phrase 
is so used in Classical writers (Polyb. xx1x. 11, 12; Plat. Syl. xu. 
458F). But there is no instance in Biblical Greek of f<Txaros in that 
sense, and neither of the two last interpretations make it reasonably 
possible to connect lv ip a-yal\X,iicr0e with 1<a.1pcp, which is grammatically 
the natural antecedent. It would involve taking a.,,aXl\1il<T0e either as 
an imperative or as a quasi future. 

But, if ""''P,jj i<Txfr't' is taken in the sense of the Messianic age, the 
1<a,p6s which the Prophets i.ought to ascertain (v. 11), the clause may 
still refer to <TWTrJplav if erolµ,'I• is understood as practically equivalent 
to 71ro,µa<Tµfll'lv. This is virtually the purport of vv. 10, 11, and the 
clause thus becomes correlative to KArJpowµlav TET1JP'YJµ€V'YJV and would 
mean that the <Twrr,pfov, which the readers are described as already 
receiving, was all along in readiness to be revealed "when the fulness 
of the time was come." 

In any case iralµrJ• means more than µll\'Aov<TU,v (v. 1). The 
thought that God's plan of salvation was prepared beforehand as 
a new revelation to Gentiles as well as being the realization oi Israel's 
hopes occurs in Lk. ii. 30-32, ro <Twr,)p16v <Tov & 71rolµ.a<TM ... rf,ws els 

d.1ro1<a'Av,f,.v '°""'' Ka,! o6fa• 'Aa.oO <TOU 'fopa,)l\, 
6. oiv ip d.ya.>.>..uirit. Dr Hort, recognizing the difficulty of con

necting these words with Kaipcp t<TXaT'f' in the sense of " see.son of 
extremity," would make <ii masculine-" In whom," i.e. Christ, This 
would match the following phrase : els &11 m<Tu6o•ns d-yal\X,are. But 
if Ka<p,;i i<TX<tT'f' means the Messianic age in which the readers were 
living, ,, ,; can be taken in its more obvious grammatical connexion 
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and would mean "living in that age as you do." Another interpreta
tion would be to take iv~ as neuter (of. ii. 12, iv. 4) =wherein, i.e. in 
the thought of your new birth and its privileges. 

d.yaJw.o.a-9E must be taken as present indicative (not imperative) in 
view of the d-yaU,iiu in v. 8. The active only occurs again in Lk. i. 
47 and in Rev. xix. 7 (v. !.). Dr Hort suggests that the middle voice 
may here denote a state of exultation caused by God's dealings, while 
the active regards exultation more as their own act. But a more 
usual distinction is that the middle denotes inward feeling and the 
active merely states a fact {e.g. V<TT<p•<P=to lack; vurepi<<T0a,=to feel 
a sense of want). 

oA(yov may mean either for a little time or to a small degree, cf. 
v. 10, oX!-yov 1ra86PTas. The relative shortness of their sufferings is 
perhaps only one feature of their slightness as compared with the 
glory which is to follow. 

a'.pT• =just for the moment. 
Et 8iov may mean, seeing that such sufferings are part of the 

appointed order o.f things, "These things must come to pass" (Mk 
xiii. 7, etc.), or it may imply some uncertainty whether some of the 
readers at least may escape persecution; of. iii. 17, £l OeXo, Ti:i 0eX71µ,a 
TOU e,ov. 

AVIM]llEVTES = ye have been put to grief. The word denotes not 
merely sufferings but the mental distress caused by them. The aorist 
participle does not necessarily mean that the grief is ended before the 
exultation can begin. Christian exultation does not preclude the 
presence of sorrow, cf. 2 Cor. vi.10," as sorrowful yet alway rejoicing." 
Aorist•participles coupled with an aorist frequently denote an action 
contemporaneous with that of the verb, e.g. 1rpo<Tevfdµ,evo, ei1ro11, Acts 
i. 24, and there is no reason why this should not be the case when 
they are coupled with a present tense, although the present participle 
is generally employed, but the aorist may have a summarizing force 
describing what may be a long continued experience as a single whole 
which has to be completed. 

iv 'ITOLdAo,s 'ITE•pa.a-11-ots = surrounded as you are by a variety of 
trials. The phrase, together with r/J OoKl/1.tov vµwv ·djs 1rlCl'nws, is 
borrowed from Jas. i. 2, 3. (See Introduction, p. Iv.} 

7. Tel 80KC11-,ov. It is commonly stated that TO 8oKlµ,<ov must be a 
substantive and is equivalent to 001<1µ,e,011 = a means of testing. It 
certainly has that meaning in Proverbs xxvii. 21, 001</µ1011 dp-yvpl'I' 
Kai xpv<1f ,r{,pwCl'u = fire is the test for silver and gold, from which 
passage St Peter probably borrows the word 1rvpw<Tis in iv. 12. 

In Jas. i. 3, from which St Peter is probably borrowing, the 
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meaning process of testing would give a good sense, but in St Peter the 
meaning required is the approved character which is the result of 
testing. Dr Hort therefore prefers the reading given in four cursive 
MSS. 25, 56, 69, 110, -ro 15/mµov (neuter adjective) = the approved 
element or genuineness of your faith-as opposed to spurious faith 
which proves to be dross. For such a construction cf. 2 Cor. viii. 8, 
TO Tijs vµ,edpos aya1r11s )'P')<TLOP. But Deissmann, Bible Studies, 
pp. 259-262, shews that in the Fayyum Papyrus documents ooKiµws 
or 15oKiµe'ios occurs several times as an adjective applied to gold and 
was a recognized variant for iloK<µos (cf. iX,v8lpws for iXevOepos, rn8apios 
for Ka0ap6s). He would therefore regard 15oKlµwv as an adjective in 
Ps. xii. 6, Ta My,a Kvpiov X6y,a a.-yva ap-yvpwv ,re,rvpwµlvov 150Klµ1ov 
T"!I "/"!! K<Ka8ap<<rµhov <1rTa.1rXa,rlws = "the words of the Lord arc pure 
words, genuine silver, purified by fire, seven times refined, for the 
land." So in 1 Chron. xxix. 4, Zech. xi. 13, some MSS. of the LXX. 
read 00K1µlov, ooKiµwv or 15oKiµ«ov for ooKlµov and 156KiµoP. 

Arethas on Apoc. ix. 4 (Cramer Cat. p. 315) probably uses oi /le 
-ro 15oKlµw• fovrwv 15,a 1rvp/Js 1rapex6µevo, to mean those who prove their 
genuineness. So Oecumenius interprets To ooKlµwv as meaning TO 
K<Kp<µl•ov, -ro 6coo<1µa<TµtPov, TO Ka0ap6v. Probably therefore both in 
St Peter and in St James TO ooKlµw> is a neuter adjective and means 
proved genuineness. In this case the passage in St James is more 
closely allied to Rom. v. 4, but whereas St Paul regards patient 
endurance as productive of approved genuineness (ooK,µ'7), St James 
reverses the process and regards faith already tested and proved 
genuine as a ground for future endurance. 

XPVO"Cov -rov d1roll.ll.v!Jivov, i.e. gold, a property of which it is to 
perish. The meaning may be either: Gold, despite its perishable 
character, is not destroyed but only purified by the fire, so a fortiori 
your faith will survive and will only be purified by trials; or, If it is 
worth while to employ trial by fire to test a perishable substance 
like gold, a fortiori such a process may be employed to arrive at 
a far more valuable result, viz. to prove the purity of your faith. 
Therefore suffering is not a strange chance but part of God's loving 
purpose (cf. iv. 12). 

evpe&fi may be taken with ds (1ra1vo, = result in praise, etc., or 
better with 1r0Xvr1µ6repov. The purity of your faith discovered by 
this trial by fire is a far mo1·e valuable discovery than that of the 
purity of refined gold. The discovery is made by God as the refiner. 

fmiwov So~a.v T~JJ-~V might refer either to men or to God, that 
those who emerge from the trial will receive praise, glory and honour 
from God, or that the approved character of His children will redound 
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to God's own glory. Possibly both ideas are included, for God is 
always glorified when men attain His loving purpose. 

liv a'll"OKa.>.;l,lm 'l'l')o-o-0 Xpurrov (objective genitive). The phrase is 
certainly sometimes used of the final revelation of Christ at the Second 
Advent (cf. 1 Cor. i. 7; 2 Thess. i. 7; and (?) Rev. i. 1). 

The absence of the article does not preclude the meaning " the 
revelation of Jesus ChriAt," because where the noun in the genitive is 
anarthrous the noun which governs it frequently becomes anarthrous 
also, e.g. Oe'Nr,1uin OeafJ, iv. 2, but To O{J..71µ.a. Toii Ornii, iii. 17; cf. ii,' 
,iPa.crni<Tew~ 'I. X., i. 3; 1rpo 1<ara.{J0Xf)~ Kbcrp.ou, i. 20. 

But that final revelation is only the climax of a long series of 
progressive revelations whenever Christ is revealed to or in any of His 
members (cf. 2 Car. xii. 1; Gal. i. 12, 16; and (?) Rev. i. 1}, and this 
thought is not excluded here though it culminates in the final revela
tion. So there are many "comings of the Son of Man" in various 
crises of history but all lead up to His final Coming. 

8. ollK l86vTES states a historical fact that they had not seen 
Christ in the flesh as St Peter himself had done (cf. Jn xx. 29). 

I'~ op.;VTES describes their present condition, though (for the 
present) you cannot see Him. No stress can be laid on the distinction 
between oi, and P.t/, though some would explain µ.t, as suggesting the 
mental condition of the readers. 

Ets 8v must be taken with 1r,crTer,ovus. 1r,crTe6,iv els is the com
monest construction in the N.T., and almost the only one used by 
St Peter and St John. It means faith which enters into union with 
Christ. 

o.VEK>.a.>.11r'I' occurs only here in the N.T., a joy which is too deep 
for utterance. 

8,80£1to-f1-Evn· The Christian's joy even in the midst of sorrow is 
irradiated by the unseen glory of heaven. 

Suffering and Glory. 

oofa (S. and H. Rorn. p. 84}. "There are two quite distinct mean
ings of this word. (1) =opinion (not in N.T.) and thence' favourable 
opinion,' 'reputation' (Jn xii. 43; Rom. ii. 7, 10, etc.). (2) As 
a LXX. translation of "'li:Jf it means : 

"(1) Visible brightness or splendour (Acts xxii. 11; 1 Cor. 
xv. 40). 

"(2) The brightness which radiates from the presence of God, 
e.g. at Sinai (Ex. xxiv. 16), the pillar of cloud (Ex. xvi. 10), or in the 
Tabernacle or Temple (Ex. xl. 34; 1 Kings viii. 11), especially on the 
Mercy Seat (Ex. xxv. 22; so Rom. ix. 4). 
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"(3) This visible splendour symbolized the divine perfections, 
the majesty or goodness of God as manifested to men (Lightfoot on 
Col. i. 11; cf. Eph. i. 6, 12, 17; iii. 16). 

"(4) These perfections are in a measure communicated to man 
through Christ (2 Cor. iii. 18; iv. 6). Both morally and physically 
a certain transfiguration takes place in the Christian partially here, 
completely hereafter." 

The incarnate Christ was not only the revelation of God to man, 
He also revealed man to himself, shewing what God's ideal for man 
is. Man was created to be the ilo(a and <lKwv of God (1 Cor. xi. 7), 
but in his present condition man comes terribly far short of the glory 
intended for him by God (Rom. iii. 23). 

Although man was intended to be crowned with glory and honour 
(Ps. viii. 5) it is only in the person of Christ that this has been 
attained (Heb. ii. 9), "In Him little by little under the conditions of 
human existence the absolute ideal of manhood was revealed." So it 
is only" Christ inns" which constitutes "the hope of glory,'' the 
possibility of attaining the divine ideal for man (Col. i. 27), Jesus 
Christ is our glory (Jas. ii. 1). The revelation of the sons of God (as 
they were meant to be) for which the created universe waits is the 
revelation of the glory intended for ns (Rom. viii. 18-21). 

Bnt it was only through suffering that manhood in the person of 
Christ entered into glory. That was the pathway to glory indicated 
in O.T. prophecy. In such descriptions as that of the Suffering 
Servant of the Lord the prophets were pointing to (,ls) Christ, 
describing sufferings destined for Him (cf. Acts ii. 25, t.civto Xe-yEL €ls 
ciurov; cf. Eph. v. 32; Heh. vii. 14), but those sufferings are straight. 
way followed by corresponding stages in the attainment of glory, 
rch µ,r&, raura Mi;as. The plural probably denotes successive mani
festations of glory, e.g. in the Betrayal (Jn xiii. 31) when the 
ideal of self-sacrifice was revealed, in the Cross (Jn xii. 23} when the 
fruitfulness of such sacrifice was shewn, in the Resurrection as 
the victory over death (I Pet. i. 21), in the Ascension as the 
enthronement of manhood with God (Jn vii. 39), and finally in His 
triumphant Return completed in all His members (Col. iii. 4). 

The same pathway of suffering is employed by God in bringing 
His other sons to glory, i. e. to their ideal perfection. It is only by 
suffering with Christ that we can be glorified with Him (Rom. viii. 17; 
cf. 2 Tim. ii. 10-12). The light affliction which is but for a moment 
worketh for us a far more exceeding weight of glory (2 Cor. iv. 17). 
Present sufferings are not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed (Rom. viii. 18). So St Peter regards the trials of 
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Christians as a refining process which will result in glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ (i. 7). 

Fellowship in Christ's sufferings should be a cause of joy that 
they may rejoice with exultation at the revelation of His glory (iv. 13). 
To be reproached in Christ's name means that a mark or characteristic 
of the glory which is one day to be theirs (ro rf)s oofqs) is already 
resting upon them (iv. 14). 

It is as a µdprvs of Christ's sufferings that St Peter is a partaker of 
the glory which is to be revealed (v. 1). It is the God of all favour 
who called them to His eternal glory in Christ after a little suffering 
(v. 10). So the joy which Christians should have in the midst of 
their trials and griefs is ileilofa.trµev11, already irradiated with the glory 
to which such sufferings really belong (i. 8). 

9. 1<op.Ltop.EVOL, The middle voice denotes either receiving back a 
possession, Matt. xxv. 27, or receiving a promised gift, Heh. x. 36, xi. 
39, and probably xi. 19, that Abraham received his long promised 
son figuratively out of death because his own body and that of Sarah 
were "as good as dead," or receiving a reward earned, 2 Cor. v. 10; 
Eph. vi. 8; Col. iii. 25; 1 Pet. v. 4. 

So here by faith in the long prepared trwr17pla Christians do receive 
already some of the blessings of that qwT17pla. which is the goal of that 
faith-namely, the deliverance, the passage from death into life of 
man's true self, the divine life or soul of which his bodily life is but 
the image. 

T1JS ,.,...,,.Ews. The insertion of the article does not necessarily 
mean ' ' your faith " nor " the Faith" in the sense of the doctrines of 
the Christian Faith, although the faith which is implied certainly 
means Christian faith in God's mercy through Christ. 

A noun in the genitive governed by another noun bearing an 
article generally takes the article. Bnt ri)r 1rltrTews in vv. 7 and 9 
may refer back to 01(1. 1rl<Trewr in v. 5 = the above-named faith; cf. 
Rom. iii. 29, EK 1rltrrews ... od1. ri)• 1rl<TTews; Jas. ii. 14, 15, 1rl<TTw ... r, 

10. Plumptre (Camb. Bible, I Pet., p. 98) and others would 
explain the passage which follows as referring to New Testament 
prophets or preachers of the first days of the Church, who constantly 
uttered inspired warnings of a coming time of persecution for Christians 
which would be followed by glory. Such persecution however did 
not come immediately, and so the prophets gradually realized that 
their message was not for their own generation. Now however their 
warnings are being fulfilled in the Neronian persecution. In support 
of this view it is urged that '' the Spirit of Christ" would be more 
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appropriate to Christian prophets than to those of the Q.T. and that 
Ta. ds Xp1i:rTov 1ra8f/µaTa. means sufferings of Christians as members of 
Christ which pass on to Him as their Head. But this interpretation is 
somewhat unnatural; moreover St Peter had himself been one of the 
earliest preachers of the Church, and he distinctly contrasts the 
ministry of the prophets with the proclamation which is now made 
by the Mission of the Holy Spirit. The reference is probably to the 
numerous passages in the O.T., especially in the later prophets, 
which predicted the admission of the Gentiles (Tijs els vµ,as x&.p,ros, 
the free favour of God as reaching unto you Gentiles). 

xa.p•s (see Robinson, Eph. pp. 221 ff.) is specially used by St Paul 
(a) in connexion with his own mission as the apostle to the Gentiles, 
{b) of the Gentiles as the recipients of the Universal Gospel. 

So in Acts it is used eight times in passages which deal with the 
extension of the Gospel to the Gentiles. " The surprising mercy of 
God, by which those who had been wholly outside the privileged 
circle were now the recipients of the divine favour, seems to have 
called for a new and impressive name which might be the watchword 
of the larger dispensation." 

It is in this sense that St Peter uses the word here. He may 
have in mind the numerous O. T. passages quoted by St Paul 
(Rom. ix., x., xv.) to shew that the inclusion of Gentiles was always 
contemplated. 

Such predictions were accompanied by solemn asseverations of 
sufferings destined for the (coming) Messiah, TG. .ls Xpii:rr~• 1ra.0fiµ.,ua, 
yet each prophecy of suffering was crowned with a prophecy of 
subsequent glory; cf. Lk. xxiv. 26, "Behoved it not the Christ 
to suffer these things and to enter into His glory " was the lesson 
which our Lord expounded from the Scriptures to the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus. 

itct1JTEtv, to seek out ; l!;Epuuviv, to search by minute investi
gation. 

1rpo,j»jTa.L. Even prophets, despite their divine mission, were less 
privileged than Christians. They sought and searched for the full 
meaning of God's messages which they delivered. Now that meaning 
is fully proclaimed, cf. Matt. xiii. 17. 

11. Ets TCva. ,j 1roiov tca.,pclv, searching (to discover) what or what 
manner of season was pointed to (El,). If God withheld from them 
the precise time when His promises were to be fulfilled, they desired 
at least to know whether it was to be in the immediate or only in the 
distant future. 

'll"VEiit,La. Xp,crToii can hardly mean " the Spirit which spake of 
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Christ," taking Xptcnov as an objective genitive. Nor is it likely to 
mean merely the Spirit which in after days dwelt in Christ. It might 
mean the Spirit belonging to or proceeding from Christ Himself. 
Certainly the Holy Spirit is described as ,rveup.a. Xp,arofi, Rom. viii. 9; 
,rveuµ.a. 'I. X., Phil. i. 19; ,rveup.a. 'I11aov, Acts xvi. 7; 1rveup.a. roiJ 
vlou, Gal. iv. 6. In Jn i. 9, 10, the Logos is described as having been 
all along in the world; a light was coming into the world to lighten 
every man. So Justin Martyr, Apol. i. 36, describes the prophets as 
moved by the divine Logos and sometimes speaking in the person of 
Christ, &,,ri) ,rpoaw,rov rou Xp,arou; and Clem. Al. adv. Haer. rv. 7. 2, 
says : Qui adventum Christi prophetaverunt revelationem acceperunt 
ab ipso Filio. 

According to this interpretation Christ is described as inspiring 
the prophets by His Spirit to predict the sufferings destined for 
Himseli. 

But (see Hort, p. 52) we must remember that Xp«Yror, with or 
without the article, was not originally a proper name, but a title, 
'' Messiah," "the Lord's Anointed," and, although Jesus Christ was 
the Messiah, the nation, the kings, and the prophets were also the 
Lord's anointed; cf. Ps. cv. 15, "Touch not mine anointed (rwv 
xp,arwv µ.ov} and do my prophets no harm.'' Similarly in language 
which our Lord afterwards applied to Himself the prophet in 
describing his own mission, Is. lxi. 1 ff., says, '' The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me because He anointed me" (~xp,aiv µ.,). In this 
sense the prophets shared in the Messiahship of their Divine Master, 
and the Spirit which spake by them was the Spirit of the Lord's 
anointed, ,rpefJµ.a. Xp«rrofi. 

t&.i>.otJ 1rpofJ-O-f>T"P"luvov should probably be coupled together. 
07JAou• does not necessarily mean " to make plain." The prophets 
were only able to discover part of what was meant. The word is 
used of making a communication to a person (1 Cor. i. 11; Col. i. 8), 
or of signifying or implying something indirectly (Heb. ix. 8, xii. 27). 

p.a.prup,a0a., means literally " to call to witness," so "to protest" 
as in the presence of witnesses; cf. Gal. v. 3; Eph. iv.17, µ.a.prupoµa., 
iv Kvpl'!', So here the sense seems to be that the Spirit which spake 
by the prophets asseverated in God's name," Thus saith the Lord." 

-rcl. ,Ls Xp~<TTov 1ra.8~1'a.Ta. does not merely mean " the sufferings 
of Christ,'' cf. v. 1, but "sufferings destined for the Messiah," cf. rijs 
elr op.Ss x&.p,ros just above; cf. ,ls iip.iis, v. 4; or "pointing to" Christ, 
cf. Acts ii. 25, Ll.avdo \fyei Eis a.urop. The sufferings described by the 
Prophets (e.g. Ps. xxii., and esp. Is. !iii.) only received their fulfilment 
in Christ. 



I PETER [111-

In one sense the sufferings of 0. T. saints were unconsciously on 
Christ's behalf, and as it were " passed on" to Him (cf. Moses 
bearing the reproach of Christ, Heb. xi. 26), just as Christians now 
"fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ," Col. i. 24, but it 
may be doubted whether St Peter intended to include that thought. 

12. ots u'ft'E1<o.Aucf,t'I), In answer to their searching enquiry the 
prophets, says St Peter, though " it was not for them to know the 
times and seasons which the Father set within His own authority," 
were nevertheless permitted to realize that the messages which they 
were delivering as God's ministers (&111«Svo1w) were not for their own 
times or their own people only, but that the manifestation of Messiah 
belonged to the far future and to all mankind. The teaching of the 
prophets had of course a primary message for their own times, but 
this did not exhaust its meaning. 

vuv means the Christian dispensation as contrasted with the 
earlier age of the prophets. 

cl.v'l)Y'{EA'I), The word occurs in Is. lii. 15, oXs ovK ""'7i''YA'1 1r,p, 
<tVTov o,J,w-ra,, a passage which St Paul applies to his own missionary 
work among the Gentiles, Rom. xv. 21, and so here St Peter, in 
thinking of the announcement to Gentiles, perhaps borrowed the 
word from St Paul. The verb ""'"l''Y<'AA«v in the N. T. retains its 
proper classical meaning of announcing in detail. So here the several 
facts of the Gospel and the implicit teachings and hopes involved in 
them are announced by Christian teachers. 

1)i-it11, The T.R. reads 1/J.UP, which would mean "us Christians," 
but all the best MSS. read ~µXv, which suggests the Gentiles. 

S•« Tw11 Eva.yyu..•crafLEv•w 1)J1,a.S, by the agency of those who gladdened 
you with good tidings. d,a")'")'<Alt•uOa, is used with an acc. of the 
person in Lk. and Acts, where the subject of the message is not given, 
otherwise the dative is used. The preachers referred to would include 
St Paul, Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Epaphras (see Col.), and others 
whose names are unknown, but St Peter does not definitely claim any 
personal share in the work, and we have no evidence that he had ever 
visited Asia Minor. 

'ft'VEVJl,GTL a.y£'1' 6.'ll'OO'To.AEVTL uTr o~pa.11oii. The T.R. has iv, an 
early Alexandrian interpolation, and the simple dative is almost 
unique. The "dynamic'' dative describes that in virtue of which a 
thing exists or is done. The " instrumental" sense is only one aspect 
of this. ,rv,iiµa iliy,ov without the article might rnean one wlw is 
none other than a spirit of holiness (cf. ;Heb. i. 2, lMA'7rl<P 11µ111 lv 
vl,p= one who is a Son and no mere prophet). It was the same Holy 
Spirit who "spake by the prophets," but the mode of His operation 



1 13] NOTES 31 

was different. The outpouring of the Spirit, His mission to the 
world as sent (ci.1roe1ra1',vn) by the Son from the Father did not take 
place until after the Ascension, cf. Jn vii. 39, 0~1rw "fO.P ~• 1r>Euµ.a 

5n 'I'l)o-ovs o/hrw ihi;cicrB'I). 

1ra.pa.Kv,j,cu. Kl!7rT<lV and its compounds are used of bending the 
body up, down, or forwards, e.g. KV1fas = stooping down, 1TIY)'K1J1rr«v 
=to be bowed together, ci.vaKv1rre1v=to straighten oneself or look np. 
So 1rapaKv1rrw, means to stretch the head forward to look into or 
down npon something. It is used of St John "peeping into" the 
tomb (Jn xx. 5) and again in Jas. i. 25 of a man who "glances 
into the perfect law of liberty." So in the Book of Henoch (IX. i. 
p. 83, ed. Dillm.), from which St Peter may be borrowing here, it 
is used of the four archangels "looking down" upon the earth out 
of the sanctuary of heaven. 

The angels are described as spectators of the Christian's conflict 
in 1 Cor. iv. 9, Bearpov i-yev~8'1)µ,ev .•. ci.-y"{t1'ms. They rejoice over one 
sinner that repents, Lk. xv. 10. They were watching the unfolding 
of the mystery of God's loving purpose for the world in the Incarna
tion (w,PIJ'1 ci.-y"{t/..o,s, 1 Tim. iii. 16). So here the admission of the 
Gentiles is a further unfolding of that mystery pointing forward to 
"the final consummation of all things," and each stage is watched 
with eager longing eyes by God's angels as they " look down " upon 
the world. Similarly in Eph. iii. 10 St Paul says that the admission 
of the Gentiles into the Church is a making known of the manifold 
wisdom of God to principalities and powers in heavenly places. 

This thought adds dignity to the position of Christians as God's 
"chosen people." Their "election" is due to the Father's fore
knowledge, it is effected by the sanctifying influence of the Holy 
Spirit, and sealed by the sprinkled blood of Christ as the covenant 
victim. They are begotten to a new life by the resurrection. A 
glorious inheritance is theirs. Their salvation was no new thing
no afterthought. It was the subject of anxious search on the part of 
the prophets who foretold it, and its future development is watched 
by angels with eager anticipation. 

INTRODUCTORY EXHORTATION FOUNDED UPON THE BENEDICTION. 

i. 13-ii. 10. 

13-25. The new life of hope, faith and privilege to which you have 13 
been begotten involves corresponding responsibilities on your part. 
You must gird up the loins of your mind in readiness for active 
service, have all your faculties under perfect command, and set your 
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hope upon God's favour which is ever being brought to you in the 
14 progressive unveiling to you of Jesus Christ. Remember that as 

God's children you are pledged to hearken to His voice and follow 
His guidance. You must not follow the fashion of your old heathen 
days, when you had no rule of life beyond your own erratic impulses. 

15 You have been called by the Holy One, therefore you yourselves also 
16 must shew yourselves to be holy in all your dealings. The ideal 

which God has laid down for you is nothing less than to imitate Him. 
17 You must not presume upon your sonship (any more than might the 

Jews). In addressing God as " Our Father" you must remember 
that He is also your Judge. Under the New Covenant as under the 
Old, He will shew no favouritism to the children of the covenant if 
their works prove them to be unworthy of favour. Do not then be 
over confident or reckless. In all your sojourning as strangers in the 
world your dealings with those around you must be regulated by a 
sense of responsibility, by a reverent fear of being untrue to your high 

18 position. You are God's ransomed people rescued (like Israel from 
Egypt) from the slavery of your old vain heathen life, a slavery 
intensified by the inherited instincts and habits of past centuries of 
ancestors. Remember how much your deliverance cost. It was no 

19 perishable ransom of silver or gold. It was nothing less than the 
inestimably precious Blood of Christ, who is our true Paschal Lamb, 

20 without inherent blemish or external stain of sin, a victim designated 
hy God before the foundation of the world, but only manifested in 
the fulness of time at the end of the long series of periods of 

21 preparation for the sake of you Gentiles who through Him are 
faithful as resting upon God who raised Him from the dead and 
crowned Him with glory. God Himself then is the centre and object 

22 not only of your faith but also of your hope. In your conversion and 
your Baptism you profess, by virtue of the obedience which springs 
from your possession of the truth, to have purified and consecrated 
your souls to enter into the spirit of your sonship by unfeigned love 
from the heart for your brnthren in Christ. Fulfil that vow of 
consecration then by loving one another, not fitfully but with 

23 st1·enuous and steady earnestness. A living and abiding love such as 
that is alone consistent with the new life into which you have been 
begotten. Your character, your love, ought to conform to the seed 
from which you are sprung, and that seed is no transient, perishable 
thing; it is incorruptible, it is the Word of God who liveth and 

24 abideth for ever. For (to apply to you the prophet's message 
assuring exiled Israel of the certainty of God's promise of deliverance 
despite the weakness of all human hopes) the natural life of 
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heathenism is perishable like grass, its brightness and attractiveness 
is as transient as that of flowers, it soon withers and wastes, but the 25 
word of Jehovah abideth for ever. And that word, originally spoken 
to Israel, is the message of good tidings which was extended to you 
Gentiles. 

13. 81.0 sums up all the preceding verses= on the strength of 
such a position of privilege and dignity. 

6.va.twO'a1uvo•. Girding up the loins is a symbol of prom pt 
readiness for active service as opposed to slackness and indolent 
heedlessness. So our Lord told His disciples that they must have 
their loins girded as servants waiting for their lord (Lk. xii. 35), but 
d,a.1. only occurs here and in Prov. xxxi. 17. 

As St Peter in v. 18 describes his readers as " ransomed " by the 
Blood of the true passover lamb, it is possible that he may also have 
in mind the direction to Israel to" have their loins girded" at the first 
Passover (Ex. xii. 11) in readiness to avail themselves of the 
deliverance and start on their journey to inherit the Promised Land. 
So Christians need to brace up their minds, otherwise their hope will 
not be set towards the favour which is being brought to them, and 
they may forfeit the deliverance and the inheritance. 

,njcf,ovTES Ttll.dws. T<ll.dws is generally joined with the following 
word t!ll.1ri<ra.u; so A.V. hope to the end, R.V. set your hope perfectly 
on. But St Peter's usual custom is to join adverbs with the preceding 
word, and so it is better here to translate being perfectly sober. 

The Christian must not only have his mind braced for action 
(a,a.1w,nip.,vo,), but all his faculties must be under perfect c<mtrol, with 
no confusion, no unhealthy excitement. 

ol,rt. Set your hope in the direction of. You must turn to God's 
free favour to you as the ground upon which your hope of glory must 
rest. 

<l>tpoiu1111v. The word is used in Acts ii. 2 of the "rushing mighty 
wind." Here the idea seems to be that God's loving favour is 
continually being conveyed to mankind in the ever-widening, ever
deepening revelation of Jesus Christ i,1 the expansion of the Church 
and the daily life and experience of the Christian. But in this life 
we only see Him "in a glass darkly," but one day the veil will be 
entirely removed and we shall see Him "face to face." 

14. <Ais TEKVa. 11,ra.Ko~s. The form of the expression is a Hebrai.sm 
(cf. sons of Belia!), but (as in the parallel passage, Eph. ii. 2, To<s uMs 
Tijs ,hm/Ma.s) the phrase is used by St Peter to mean more than merely 
"obedient children." "Children of obedience" are those who belong 
to obedience as a child to its motlier, The impulses and principles 

I PE'l:Ell. C 
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which mould their lives are derived from it, and they are the 
representatives or exponents of it to others. To have been "begotten 
again" by God (v. 3) demands the character of obedience on the part 
of His covenant children. They mnst ever listen to His voice and 
follow His guidance, striving to be like their Father. 

,,,,j ""'""X'IJJ-a.TLtoJJ-EIIOL. The word is a late and rare one, and only 
occurs again in Rom. xii. 2 (where it is contrasted with µ.era.
µap,Pofiu8a,). uxfJµa denotes the outward changeable fashion in con
trast with µop,Pi/, the permanent and essential Jom1 ; cf. Phil. iii. 21. 
So here conduct which is ruled by capricious desires has no con
sistent inner principle or fixed pattern (µop,PiJ), but is unstable and at 
the mercy of transient outward circumstances, "the fashion (uxfJµa) 
of this world which passeth away" (1 Cor. vii. 31). 

Ell tjj ay11ol(!, -/,JJ,wll. In St Peter's speech, Acts iii. 17, a-yvoia is 
used to describe the condition of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying 
Christ, but it is much more commonly used of the heathen world, 
of. Acts xvii. 30; Eph. iv. 18. So !Jere St Peter is probably con
trasting the present condition of his readers with their former 
condition as heathen when they had no knowledge of God on which 
to model their lives. 

15. Ka.TdToV KMicra11Ta. UJJ,ii.s 8.yLol/ (cf. Eph. i. 4, iv. 1, v. 1, etc.), 
After the model of Him that called you, Who is holy. Here we have 
the true model (eiKwv) to which men's lives are to be conformed 
(<J'vµµap,po,, cl. Rom. viii. 29; Col. iii. 10). The original purpose of 
God in creation was that man made in His image should grow into 
His likeness. " By divers portions and in divers manners " 
culminating in the Incarnation the divine likeness has been gradually 
revealed, and those who are "called" into covenanted relationship 
with God are bidden to be "imitators of God as beloved children," 
Eph. v. 1. 

il-yws, like the Hebrew t::i\i~, meant originally'' set apart," distinct 
from ordinary things. It was at first applied to persons (e.g. Ex. xxii. 
31), places (Ex. iii. 5, etc.) or things (1 Kings vii. 51) which were 
"set apart " for religious urn, regarded as being connected with the 
presence or service of God. It is not easy to decide how the same 
word came also to be applied to God Himself. Some would suggest 
that it was because God was regarded as" set apart," separated from 
what was common or unclean. Others think that as things set 
apart for God were required to be without stain or blemish, the word 
a-ytos applied to them acquired the meaning of "pure," "un
blemished," and, as applied to persons, moral purity as well as 
physical would gradually be understood as bein_g necessary. In this 



I 17] NOTES 35 
sense (the idea of " set apart" being lost sight of) the word might be 
applied to God. And in proportion as the conception of God became 
elevated and purified so the idea of God's Holiness would acquire a 
more awful purity (e.g. Is. vi. 3). But in either case, when once the 
word ci'.')'<os had come to be applied to God, the idea of what" holiness" 
must mean in God would react upon all the lower applications of the 
word to men. Those who claimed a special relationship to God 
would be understood as requiring to have a moral character con
formable to that of God. 

Generally in the N. T. the title a:,,ios describes the Christian's 
privilege, as one whom God has" set apart" for Himself, rather than 
the Christian's character. But such consecration to God demands a 
corresponding character, and here St Peter emphasizes that demand 
by quoting the standard laid down in the "Law of Holiness," "Ye 
shall be holy, for I am holy," Lev. xi. 44, 45, xix. 2. In the former 
passage the words are connected with things which were to be 
regarded as clean or unclean, but in the latter they are connected 
with various moral laws. 

yEv,j8T]TE, Shew yourselves to be, prove yourselves worthy of the 
title which you claim in every detail of your dealings with other men. 
dvo,1T-rpo,f,fi=your converse or intercourse with those around you. 

17. et 1ra.Tlpa. 4!,nKME~a-8e. If ye invoke as Father. t!1r,Ko.Xewllo., 
in the middle does not mean merely to call a person by a certain 
name or title, but to invoke or appeal to for aid. It is the word 
used by St Paul, Acts xxv. 11, "I appeal unto Caesar," and of 
St Stephen appealing and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit," 
Acts vii. 59. Here there is very probably an allusion to the invocation 
of God as "Our Father" in the Lord's prayer. But the words may 
also be borrowed from Jer. iii. 19, where some MSS. of the LXX. read 
el 1ro.Tepo. KO.A<'i<T0l (or i1r,Ko.A<<1T0e) µ,e, though the best text is ei1ro. 
llo.T,pa Ko.'J..foere /J,f. 

The sense of sonship which allows us to invoke God as "Our 
Father " " in the words which Christ Himself hath taught us " does 
not warrant any presumption on our part. We must not forget that 
God is also "the Judge of all the earth." 

~1rpoa-.,1ro"-~1'-11'T"'!1• The adverb occurs nowhere else in the 
Greek Bible, but the adjective is used by the Fathers, and the 
substantive 1rpo1Tw1roXfJµ,1r-r1Jr occurs in St Pater's speech to Cornelius, 
Acts x. 34, and 1rpo<Tw1roA1JfJ,1flo. in Rom. ii. 11 with reference to 
God. It is not a classical word, but is based upon the Hebrew ~'bJ 
1JC, to receive the face of, so to favour a person, either in a good 
sense to receive favourably or in a bad sense of undue favour, 
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partiality. As applied to God in the N. T., it is generally used with 
reference to His dealings with Jews and Gentiles, that both are 
treated alike by Him. But, on the other hand, equa.lity of favour 
implies impartiality of judgment for all. The children of the new 
covenant will not be treated with undue leniency if their works prove 
them to be unworthy of God's favour any more than were the children 
of the old covenant, as they were warned by Moses, Dent. x. 17. 

Kp£vovTa.. The present participle may be a reminder that God's 
judgment is not merely future but continually exercised, or it may be 
merely a descriptive participle. 

KG.Ta. Tti EKa.crTov fpyov (cf. Rom. ii. 6 ff.). Every man, whether he 
be Jew, Gentile or heathen, is judged according to the sum of his 
personal actions in thought, word and deed. 

ev cf,ol3'1'· The thought of God as "Our Father" can give us hope 
and love, but the reminder that He is also our Judge should inspire 
us with reverent fear. Not the shrinking fear of the slave (Rom. viii. 
Hi), for that is "cast out" by perfect love (1 Jn iv. 18), not the fear 
of the coward (1 Pet. iii. 14), but the fear of being untrue to God, 
which makes a man bold in the face of all other dangers (Matt. x. 2811). 

,ra.po~,c£0.9. In one sense these Asiatic Christians were sojourners 
among a heathen population with whom they were brought into 
constant intercourse (d,a.,npd<f>ri-re). In another sense all Christians 
are men whose true "citizenship is in heaven" (Phil. iii. 20). This 
world is not their home, but only the place of their temporary 
sojourn. 

18. et6oTE§. The thought of what their deliverance has cost 
increases the responsibility of Christians to "walk worthily." 

D..vTpwlhJTe, ye were -ransomed. The word is used of deliverance 
from slavery or from exile, e.g. of the deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt (Ex. vi. 6, xv. 13, etc.). So St Stephen speaks of Moses as 
J\v-rpw-r71s. Again Isaiah lii. 3, speaking of the deliverance from 
Babylon, says, off µera ,i,p-yvplov )\vrpwfJ71rr,rrfJe. In Lk. ii. 38 Anna 
" spake of Jesus to all those that were looking for the redemption 
(M-rpwrriv) of Jerusalem" (R.V.), referring to the Messianic king
dom as the deliverance from foreign rule; cf. Lk. xxiv. 21, "We 
hoped that it was He which should redeem (Xu-rpovrr0,u) Israel." 
Similarly Christians are to welcome the signs of the coming of the 
Son of Man as a token that their redemption draweth nigh, i. e. their 
deliverance, Lk. xxi. 28. So sin is regarded as a state of slavery from 
which man needs deliverance, and in Eph. i. 7, Col.i.14, St Paul defines 
d"lf'OM-rpwrr,s as arj,err,s 1f'a.pa.1f'TWµarw, or aµo.p-r,wv, letting go f-ree from 
sins, and in Ti.tus ii. 14 he says that " Christ Jesus gave Himself on 



1 19] NOTES 37 
our behalf that he might redeem (),vTpWcr'qTai) from all iniquity and 
purify unto himself a people fm his own possession," just as Israel 
were made God's " peculiar people " by being "purchased and 
redeemed of old." So here St Peter regards the old heathen life of 
his readers as a state of slavery from which they have been ransomed. 
But besides the mere idea of rescue or deliverance the word AUTpovcr8a, 
suggests also deliverance by the payment of a ransom by another, 
and the ransom given for man's deliverance from the slavery of 
sin was the life-blood of Christ Himself; cf. Matt. xx. 28; Mk x. 
45, "The Son of Man came ... to give His life a ransom for many" 
(MTpov dnl 71'"0AAwv); cf. 1 Tim. ii. 6, 0 oo/,s t«VTOV &.nlAVTpov /,,rep 
1rcinwv. So here the blood, as representing the surrendered life, is 
the ransom; cf. Rev. i. 5, "to him that loosed us (Mcravn, not 
Aoucravn=washed, as T.R.) from our sins (,!v Tq,afµ,an avTov) at the 
price of his own blood." We must not, however, over-press the 
metaphor and ask to whom the ransom was paid. Most of the early 
Fathers regarded the ransom as paid to the devil as being the slave
owner. Such a thought is abhorrent to us, yet the other suggested 
alternative that the price was paid to the Father would imply that the 
Father's pardon required to be bought, whereas "God so loved the 
world that He gave his only begotten Son," and in one passage (Acts 
xx. 28) the Father Himsell seems to be described as the ransomer or 
purchaser. Cf. Rev. xiv. 3, 4. 

EK T~S p.a.Ta.£a.s V!""V cl.va.crTpo,t,~s- This is the state of slavery out 
of which (eK) they were rescued. 

p.a.Ta.£a.s. The adjective is used in 1 Kings xvi. 13, 2 Kings xvii. 
15, of idolatry; so in Acts xiv. 15 Paul and Barnabas speak of 
turning ,i,,-/, To6Twv Twv µ,ruaiwv, i.e. idolatrous practices, and St Paul 
speaks of the heathen as walking tv µ.aTa,6n1n, Eph. iv. 27. 

µ,ciTcuos=aimless, purposeless, and describes the futility of life 
without God. 

'll'O.Tpo,ra.pa.8oTou. This word has been used as an argument that 
the readers had been Jews, whose 1rapciifocr1r is frequently spoken of 
disparagingly in the N. 'f., but the word would be equally applicable 
to Gentiles. Their ancestral heathenism was intensified by the 
accumulated habits of centuries. 

19. cl.p.vov. Cf. Jn i. 29. The reference is most probably to the 
passover lamb, which, though not actually the ransom paid for 
deliverance from Egypt, was closely connected with that deliverance 
and did redeem the first born of Israel from the destroying angel. So 
the regulation about the paschal lamb, "Not a bone of him shall be 
broken," was applied to our Lord in Jn xix. 36, and in 1 Cor. v. 7 
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St Paul says Christ our Passover (i.e. paschal lamb) is sacrificed for 
us, and in Rev. xv. 3 the Song of the Lamb is associated with the 
Song of Moses. 

4fL'"floS, without blemish. There was an old Greek word µwµos, 
meaning blame, from which a poetical word, aµwµos, blameless, was 
derived, but this is not the meaning in the Bible. The word µwµos in 
the LXX. was borrowed to translate the Hebrew word cm~ (mum)= 
blemish. So when an adjective was needed to translate the word 
c~~R=perfect, free from blemish, an adjective dµwµos was formed 
fro·~ µ.wµos. The word is used again of Christ as an unblemished 
sacrifice in Heh. ix. 14; of Christians in Eph. i. 4, Col. i. 22, Phil. ii. 
15 v.l., Jude 24; of the Church, Eph. v. 27; and of those that 
follow the Lamb, Rev. xiv. 5. 

&0"1rL>..os=without spot; cf. 1 Tim. vi. 14; 2 Pet. iii. 14; Jas i. 27. 
Christ was free alike from inherent blemish and from external 
defilement. 

20. -rrpotyVWITfl,Evo11=designated beforehand as God's appointed 
agent. This was true not only of the Messiah as the long-expected 
King, but also of the suffering Messiah, the Lamb. This is the 
nsnal interpretation of Rev. xiii. 8, " whose name bath not been 
written in the book of life of the Lamb that hath been slain from the 
foundation of the world" (a,ro KaTr1.fJoX71s 1(61Iµov), but see R. V. margin. 

In Eph. i. 4 God is described as having chosen us in Christ ,rp/, 
Karaf!oAijs KOIIµov, and one factor in the execution of God's purpose 
is "redemption by Christ's blood." Again, in Matt. xxv. 34, the 
Kingdom is said to have been prepared for God's children a1ro 
KarnfJoX71s f(O/Iµov, and in Rev. v. 9 the Lamb slain is said to have 
purchased men for God of every nation to be a kingdom and priests 
by His blood. In St Peter's speech on the day of Pentecost Jesus is 
described as being delivered up (tKoorov) by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge (1rpo"fVW1Ie,) of God, Acts ii. 23. 

cpa.vEp .. 8EVTOS. The eternal purpose of God was not manifested to 
the world until the "fulness of the times" was come ; cf. 1 Tim. ii. 6 
and Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 

ie-rr' ieuxO:Tov TOIV xp6vwv, at the end of the times, cf. Ka,pc;i c1Ixar'I', 
v. 5. The Christian dispensation is regarded as the climax for which 
all the earlier periods of God's dealings with the world were pre
paratory. Cf. 1 Car. x. 11, the story of Israel in the wilderness was 
written " for our admonition upon whom the ends of the ages are 
come"; Heh. i. 2, God has spoken to us by the Son, t,,-' e1Ixarnv rwv 
fiµepwv ro6rwv; ix. 26, Christ sacrificed Himself "at the end of the 
ages," brt. ITVV'TEAElQ, rWv al<h11w11. 
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21. 8• vp.cis, for the sake of you Gentiles, cf. Eph. iii. 5; Rom. 
xvi. 26. The revelation of Christ was made for your sake, because it is 
through Christ that you are enabled to be faithfnl as resting upon 
God (1r,crrovs El, 0eap). 1n<Jr6s in the LXX. never means "believing" 
or trustful, but is used to translate the Hebrew word 1'?~~ = firm, 
secure. As applied to persons, a firm friend is one who is trust
worthy, and so 1r,<Jr/i<; acquired the meaning trustworthy, faithful. 
But in the N.T. the active use of 1rl<JT<,, viz. belief, is much more 
common than the passive trustworthiness, fidelity, and so the 
adjective 1r,crT6s is occasionally used in the sense of believing-e. g. six 
times in the Pastoral Epp., possibly also in Eph. i. 1 and Col. i. 1-• 
and with a new application of Abraham's old title in Gal. iii. 9. It 
is also used in the sense of a believer as opposed to ci'.m<Jro,, an 
unbeliever, in Jn xx. 27; 2 Cor. vi. 15; and without a.,r,Jros in 
Acts xvi. 1. But there is no instance of 1r,crT6s in the sense of 
believing, followed by a preposition. So here Hort would translate 
"faithful as resting on God" rather than believers in God (as the 
R.V.}. If St Peter had intended this he would have written ,ri,rTev

ovras, which is the reading of the T.R. Moreover, in that case, the 
words which follow at the end of the verse would be a meaningless 
repetition. 'rhe remembrance that death led to resurrection and 
glory in the case of Christ enables the Christian to be '' faithful unto 
death" as leading to the crown of life; cf. Heb. ii. 9, Jesus is 
crowned with glory and honour because of the suffering of death, and 
this perfecting of the Captain of their salvation through sufferings 
befits God's purpose in bringing many sons to glory; cf. Rom. viii. 17. 

<iitrTE might be taken as a final particle=in order that, i.e. God's 
purpose in raising Christ to glory was that your faith and hope 
should be centred upon Himself. More probably it is here a 
consecutive particle= so that. St Peter sums up the result of all that 
he has said, and shews that God is the foundation and the goal of 
human faith and hope. 

22. St Peter continues his exhortation, which has been 
interrupted by a reminder to his readers of their high privilege 
(vv. 18-21}. 

,jy111Kons. The adjective il:ya6s in the 0. T. means (a) ceremonially 
pure, free from defilement; (b) morally pure, which is its only 
meaning in the N. T. The verb a:yvi(eiv is nearly always used in the 
ceremonial sense in the 0. T. and four times in the N. T., but here 
and in Jas iv. 8, 1 Jn iii. 3 it denotes moral purification. In 
accepting baptism, St Peter implies, you symbolized your cleansing 
from defilement, you consecrated yourselves to God's service. The 
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perfect participle denotes the abiding consequences of a past action. 
You profess to be men who have purified and consecrated themselves. 

lv ..-,i t111'a.K01J TtJS d.).1]8E£a.s, in virtue of yow· obedience which is 
prompted by the truth; cf. i. 2, iv riy,a,rµ,ii ... et, u1r-aiw1Jv. Your old 
life was one of ignorance (i. 14). Now God has revealed the truth to 
you, and the possession of that truth, telling you of your sonship to 
God, sets before you a standard of obedience, "Be ye holy, for I am 
holy." Your self-consecration consists in and depends on your 
obedience to that standard. It is meaningless unless you are rtKva 
inraKofjs. 

Els cj>.Xa.8E>.cj>,a.v. Self-consecration as obedient children of God 
necessarily pledges you to (,l,) love of the brethren. rj,,'/,.aa,)vj,la does 
not mean merely "brotherly love," but love of the Christian brother
hood; cf. ii. 17, and 1 Jn v. 1. There can be no true sonship of 
God without true brotherhood with the other children of "Our 
Father." 

d.vll'll'oKpLTOV, This love of our brethren in Christ must be no 
mere cant phrase, no unreal pretence. Cf. Hom. xii. 9, 2 Cor. vi. 6. 
It must spring from the heart and must be intense (frr,vw<), not fitful 
or capricious, but steady and strenuous. For lKuv1Js, applied to love, 
cf. iv. 8, and to prayer cf. Lk. xxii. 44, Acts xii. 5; of. also Acts 
xxvi. 7. 

23. d.va.yEyEVVl]f'tvo~; cf. i. 3, the only other place where the 
word occurs. The verses which follow state the obligation and the 
source of Christian love. They have been brought into a new state 
of existence, they are born into a new divine sonship, and it is their 
common sonship which constitutes their new brotherhood with each 
other. Love is the essential characteristic of life derived from God, 
for "God is Love." The proof of true sonship is to inherit the 
Father's nature; of. 1 Jn iv. 7, 1riis I, a-yairwv •• rou lhou ,,ylvv-qra,. 
Christian love must be unfeigned (dvv1r0Kp,ros) and earnest (hrev1J<), 
because the seed from which it springs is nothing less than "the 
word of God who lives and abides for ever." The fruit of that seed 
therefore must also be "living" and '' abiding," with no fading, no 
decay. 

s.a >.oyou twVTOS 8Eou Ka.i jl,EVOVTOS, SWVTOS KaL µhovros are 
generally explained as agreeing with Xoyov on the following grounds : 
(1) that the point of the quotation which follows is that the word 
(f,fiµa) of God abideth for ever ; (2) that some epithet is needed for 
Myov, the seed of Christian life, as contrasted with cpBaprfis ,r1ropo.s; 
(3) that the phrase tw• ?.o-yos occurs in Heb. iv. 12; cf. My,a 1wvra, Acts 
vii. 38 and Jn vi. 63, where our Lord says that His f,1Jµara are 1w,j. 
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On the other hand, the two epithets twv and µhwv are together 
applied to God in Dan. vi. 26, and the contrast with ,nropil q,0apT~ is 
even more marked by tracing the source of Christian life to the 
abiding life of God Himself. 

Myov means more than the Gospel message by which these 
Asiatic Christians were converted. That iB described as pf)µ.a at the 
eiid of v. 25. It means God's whole utterance of Himself in the 
Incarnation, in Scripture, in preaching, in the inward voice of 
conscience. In Jas i 18 the original creation of man is attributed to 
the M-yos a\7J0eias. The divine image was implanted in man, endowing 
him with a capacity for knowing God and hearing His voice. Here 
the reference is rather to man's new creation as a Christian (cl. 
Intro. p. lvi.). 

24:. s .. h, is used again to introduce a quotation in i. 16 and ii. 6. 
The quotation is taken from Isaiah xl. 6-8, and agrees with the 

LXX, in omitting the words "because the breath of the Lord bloweth 
upon it." But it differs from the LXX. (1) by inserting ws, (2) by 
substituting mlrfis for ci,0pw,rov, (3) by substituting Kvplov for rov 
8eov -/iµ.wv. Possibly, however, all of these changes already existed in 
the LXX. text used by St Peter. In the 'f.R. the first two have been 
altered here to agree with the usual text of the LXX. The words 
originally referred to the message of hope to the exiles in Babylon. 
Human help is weak and perishable, but God's promise of restoration 
can never fail. Parts of the same passage are quoted in Jas i. 10-11 
to shew the transitoriness of riches (see Intro. p. lvii.). 

Kv8os xopTov means bright flowers such as the scarlet anemones 
which were characteristic of Palestine. 

<if11pciv8-I) .. . .i~fa•a•v, the aorists are the LXX. rendering of the 
Hebrew perfect, which describes what has constantly been observed 

•to happen. Accidentally this agrees with the classical idiom known 
as the '' gnomic aorist," used in proverbial sayings, but the only 
instance of such a "gnomic aorist" in the N.T. is Jas i. 11, where 
the same passage of Isaiah is quoted in the context, and possibly in 
Jas i. 24. 

St Peter is contrasting the transitory character of heathen life, 
despite its many attractions, with the new life offered by God. 

To p~fl,a. T<> ,ua.yy•k,a8tv ,ts iltJ-a.s. pf/µa is the spoken (or written) 
utterance of the M-yos or meaning which the speaker desires to 
convey. The Christian message, like that to the exiles in Babylon, is 
one of good tidings (e~ciyy,~1cr8iv) of deliverance, eis uµ.as, extended to, 
tl1e Gentiles. 
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CHAPTER II 

ii. 1-10. GENERAL EXHORTATION CONTINUED, 

1 If then such sincerity and strenuousness of love is demanded in 
the new life imparted by the word of the living and abiding God, 
you must put away everything which is inconsistent with such love, 
every kind and form of malice whether secret or open, all guile and 

2 hypocrisy, all evil-speaking. If, as you profess, you have been born 
again you must have the spirit of little children, nay of new-born 

3 babes at their mothers' breasts. If (as the Psalmist says) you have 
once tasted and seen how gra;cious the Lord is, you must crave for the 
milk which cannot be adulterated, milk to nourish the rational or 
spiritual element in your being, in order that thereby you may grow 

4 unto full salvation. You Gentiles (are not merely, as I said, the new 
"Dispersion"), you are brought in as" Proselytes," joined not only to 
a holy people but to the manifested Christ who is their Head. He is 
the stone which men rejected, but which with God is chosen and 

5 precious, and moreover a living stone, in union with whom you 
yourselves also as living stones are gradually being built up (not to 
form an earthly Temple in which the Most High can never truly 
dwell), but to form a spiritual shrine intended for a holy work of 
priesthood to offer up (not material but) spiritual sacrifices, acts of 
self-oblation to God for the service of the community and as such 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ as your Mediator and Head. 

6 This is no new idea; it stands thus in writing in the words of Isaiah, 
"Behold I lay in Zion a stone that is elect, a corner-stone that is 
held precious, and he that believeth on it shall not be put to shame." 

7 Faith, therefore, is the condition laid down by the prophet for being 
united with the corner-stone, and having fulfilled that condition it is 
to you that the ''preciousness" of that stone belongs (though it was 

8 laid in Zion and you are for the most part Gentiles). But for such 
as are disbelieving the prophet's words are also true. The judgment 
of worldly authorities who claim to be builders has been reversed. 
Christ, the stone whom they rejected, has become the head of the 
corner, and for them He is a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence, 
for they stumble at the word of God, rebelling against it. Yet even 
this stumbling, this rebellion, is no thwarting of God's purpose! It 
is part of His loving plan (to make room for the inclusion of you 
Gentiles that ultimately the Jews may be brought back) (cf. Rom. 
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xi. 11). But all the titles of honour addressed to Israel of old now 9 
belong to you Christians. You are a chosen race, a body of priests in 
the service of the great King, a holy nation, a people whom God has 
made Bis own possession (as Malachi said) in order that you may tell 
forth the excellences of Him who called you out of the darkness of 
heathenism into His marvellous light. Aforetime you were not a 10 
(chosen) people but now you are the people of God. Then you were 
not (special) recipients of God's mercy but now that mercy has been 
extended to you in your conversion. 

1. a:1ro8t!iuvo~ otiv. In the first three verses of this chapter 
St Peter sbews (a) what must be put away (oilv) as inconsistent with 
the strenuous love involved in the new life, (b) the spiritual hunger 
for divine food by which that life must be maintained and developed, 
·and so in v. 4 reverts once more to the high privileges and corre
sponding responsibilities of the new Israel of God. 

a:1rorl0£<T0ai in the middle frequently suggests the idea of stripping 
off, like clothing, e.g. of the works of darkness to put on the armour 
of light, Rom. xiii. 12, or of the old self to put on the new, Eph. iv. 22. 
But in the parallel passage, Col. iii. 8-10, the stripping ojj' (d1rm,v<Ta
µ.Evo,) of the old self is coupled with putting away (ci.1r60,<T0e) of anger, 
malice, etc., and in Jas i. 21 {see Introduction, p. lvi.) and 1 Pet. iii. 21 
d1rorl0e1,0a, and ci.1r60e1,,s are used of putting away filthiness. So 
here certain unhealthy humours must be got rid of from the system 
in order that the spiritual appetite necessary for growth unto salva
tion may assert itself. 

Ka.1<(a. in classical Greek means vice in general as opposed to 
aperfi, virtue, but in the N. T. the word occurs generally as one of 
a list of vices and means rnalice. Malice of every kind, whether open 
or secret, deceit and unreality, envyings of the advantages enjoyed 
by others, and all varieties of evil-speaking among Christians are 
utterly inconsistent with unfeigned love of the brethren and fervent 
love from the heart. 

2. ws dpTLYEVV'IJTa. j3pEclni, as new-born babes. The words evidently 
refer to dva"f,ryevv7Jµ.b,o, in i. 23. fJp'-</i7J is nowhere else used in this 
figurative sense, the usual word employed being vf/,r101. dpn"f€PP1JTU. 
also occurs nowhere else. The phrase must not however be exag
gerated as implying that the readers were very recent converts. 
Many of them must have been Christians of long standing. 

ycill.a.. In 1 Cor. iii. 2 and Heb. v. 12 the necessity for a "milk 
diet" is referred to as a sign of immaturity incapable of digesting the 
more solid food to which mature (d:\ern,) Christians ought to advance, 
but no such idea is intended here. There is a true sense in which the 
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Christian should neve:i: grow out of infancy. As our Lord said, Matt. 
xviii. 3, "Except ye become as little children {,m,ola) ye cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven," and in 1 Cor. xiv. 20 St Paul bids his 
readers TV KaKli v11,r1cif,T,, cf. Ep. ad Diog. App. 11, Oilrn, o a.,r' dpx,j,, 
o Kawa< <f,av,I, Kai ,ra:1-.aio, eupe0ei,, Kai ,raPT6TE ,,o, El' a,,lwv Kapolai, 
,,,v.wµ.EPo,. So here Christians, whatever may be their standing, are 
to retain the simple innocent cravings of a babe at his mother's breast 
who desires no other food. 

>.oy,Kov yd:1'.a. can hardly be translated milk of the word as 
in the A.V. It means milk to feed your reason (M,,ov). So R.V. 
spiritual milk. Aci,,o, in Greek has a double meaning, (1) word, 
(2) reason, but there is no instance of the latter use in the Bible. 
Even the Ao,,o, doctrine in Jn i. 1 is probably not the same as 
that in Philo where it include, both the wisdom of God and God's 
utterance of Himself or Word. In St John it probably represents 
merely the Word of God, i.e. the medium of communication with the 
world, which was regularly used in the Targums in passages where 
God is described in the O.T. as speaking or appearing to men. On 
the other hand :1-.o')'tKO< in the sense of" rational," though not so used 
in Plato and Aristotle, was a favourite word with the Stoics and 
passed into common use-e.g. in Philo. In later ecclesiastical writers 
1/ AO')'tK1) 'fVXT/ denotes the highest element in the soul--,-/, ,rvefJµ.a. 

The only other passage in the N.T. where :1-.oy,Kos occurs is in 
Rom. xii. 1, where Christians are bidden to present their bodies as 
"a living sacrifice to God which is their reasonable service," ]..o-ytK1)P 
:1-.arp,lav, i.e. rational service as contrasted with the offering of an 
irrational animal. As St Peter also three verses later goes on to 
speak of Christians "offering up spiritual sacrifices," it is probable 
that the passage in Romans was in his mind, and from it he may 
have borrowed AO')'!K<>P in a sense unsupported by any Biblical use of 
Myo,. At the same time his immediately preceding language about 
Christians being begotten again by the word of God (Myov) was 
probably suggested by St James' language about the word of truth 
as the origin of man's creation followed by an instruction to receive 
the {µ.<f,vTov M,,o,. St Peter may therefore mean that the ]..oymiv or 
spiritual element in man, deriving its new birth as it does from the 
Ao,,os of God, is also fed by the A«l,,o,, just as a mother feeds her babe 
at her own breast. So Clement (Paed. i. 6, p. 127) says, "He who 
regenerated us nourishes us with His own milk, the Word, for 
everything which gives birth to aught else seems at once to supply 
nourishment to its own offspring." In this case, although :l-.oy1Kov 

')'<iAa cannot be translated "milk of the word" but milk to feed your 



2 4] NOTES 45 

reason or spirit, at the same time "the Word of God" is the milk by 
which spiritual life must be nourished if it is to grow unto salvation. 

a'.80>.ov. R.V. which is without guiie, or unadu!temted. The adj. 
does not occur again in the N.T. but ao6Xws is found in Wisdom 
vii. 14, and cf. 2 Cor. iv. 2, ool\oiJvres rbv Xlryov roil fJeofJ. In one of 
the Fayyum Papyri liooXov coupled witJi Ka,fJa,p6v is used of un
adulterated wheat. Just as mother's milk is by its very nature 
unadulterated, so the food which God supplies to His children is free 
from any of the contaminating influences found in the sustenance 
which heathenism offers to the soul of man. But the special element 
of adulteration intended here is guile which has been referred to just 
above ( ,ra.vrn o&Xov ). 

4v a..lrc[i= in virtue of that food. 
Ets cr0>r11pCa.v, cf. i. 5. Christians are already in a state of salva

tion but must" grow in grace" in order that God's work in them may 
be completed. 

s. Et eyevcra.cr8E t>TL XP11«rTcls 6 Kvp•os. The words are doubtless 
borrowed from Ps. xxxiv. 8, "0 taste and see that the Lord is 
gracious," where xp11<1rbs is merely the LXX. rendering for the Hebrew 
"good" and has not the special sense in which it is used of wine iu 
Lk. v. 39. In the N.T. x.p71<1ros as used of God denotes gracious
ness, lovingkindness. In Heb. vi. 5 we have a similar expression of 
"tasting that the word (p~µa,) of God is good (Ka,Mv)." 

o Kvp,os in the Psalm means Jehovah whereas in the N. T. it 
commonly refers to Christ. In this passage St Peter immediately 
goes on to speak of Christ, but it is not safe to argue that he identifies 
Jehovah with Christ. But in receiving Christ we do taste of the 
goodness of the Father. 

4. -rrpos llv -rrpocrEpxop.evo,. The words were perhaps suggested 
by the LXX. of v. 5 of the same Psalm xxxiv. which St Peter has just 
quoted 1rp0<1eX0a,re 1rpos a,&r/Jv Kai cj,wrfo071r,, where the Hebrew is 
"they looked unto him." 

In other passages of the LXX. the word 11'por1epxer1fJa,, is used of 
drawing near to God for worship, sacrifice or prayer. In this sense 
it is used with a dative in Heb. iv. 16, xii. 22, of Christians approaching 
God through Christ as their High-priest and sacrifice, and this idea may 
perhaps be included here, as St Peter goes on to describe Christians 
as having a priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices. But besides this 
the verb was used, Ex. xii. 48, 49; Lev. xix. 33; N um. ix. 14; Is. !iv. 
15, of a sojourner (1rpoa,jXuros) coming to sojourn as a stranger among 
the Jews, and Dr Hort suggests that this idea would be quite in 
accordance with St Peter's conception. His readers are not merely 
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the new dispersion (/i,a,nropd, i. 1), they are also the new prosdytes of 
the new Israel, but instead of being united merely to a holy people . 
they are united to Christ Himself and are admitted to full priest
hood. We have a similar thought in Eph. ii. 11-22, from which 
passage St Peter goes on to borrow, that those who were once far off 
are brought nigh in Christ and built up into one temple of which 
Christ is the corner-stone. 

>.'8011 twVTa.. The addition of twvra brings out the thought that 
the union between Christ and His people is not a mere juxtaposition 
like that of dead objects but a growth in which living stones are 
incorporated with a living stone. 

a.v8pC:,.,."'v has a wider reference than '' the builders" and includes 
both Jews and Gentiles. 

a.,roSEllo1<•)La.crjJ,Evov, refused as unsuitable. )1106)\0'yo, (see Robinson, 
Eph. p. 261) were employed to test stones. Those which were rejected 
were perhaps marked dli6r«µ.os=Latin reprobatus. The language of 
Ps. cxviii. may have been suggested by some actual incident in the 
rebuilding of the Temple. The same verb is used by our Lord of 
His rejection by the chief priests and elders, Mk viii. 31 ; Lk. ix. 22. 

EK>-EKTOV, The Hebrew of Is. xxviii. 16 is "a tried stone" or 

"stone of proving," jlJ::! l~~• but the LXX. translators evidently 

read ,~n# l~~. i.e. a chosen stone. The same change occurs in 

the LXX. of Prov. xvii. 3 and the converse in Prov. viii. 10. 
lvT•)LOv in Is. xxviii. 16 represents a Hebrew word meaning 

precious, i.e. costly, and the word lwr,µos is used in the same sense 
in 1 Sam. xxvi. 21; Ps. lxxii. 14; Is. xliii. 4, but in the N. T., 
Lk. vii. 2, xiv. 8; Phil. ii. 29, it means honoured or honourable. 

5. ot1<os 'll'VtV)LG.T•Kos, a spiritual house as opposed to a "house 
made with hands" like the Jewish temple, in which God could never 
really dwell, cf. Acts vii. 48. For the same idea that the Christian 
society is God's true temple, of. 1 Cor. iii. 16; Eph. ii. 22, 

tls ltpuTEV)La. i£y,ov. e/s is inserted in the R.V. marg. and by 
W. H., "A spiritual temple for a holy act of priesthood." The 
ordinary text omitting ds takes lepduvµ.a as a nominative in ap
position to olKar apparently in the sense of a body of priests, which is 
the meaning of the word in v. 9 where it is quoted from the LXX. of 
Ex. xix. 6 and represents the Hebrew word "priests." Here if els is 
read with the best MSS. the sense is rather "an act of priesthood" 
which is explained by the words which follow. 

a.vu,iy1<a.,. dvaq,epe.11 is used of the priest who actually offers up 
the sacrifice, whereas 1rpo1,q,ep«v could be used also of the worshipper. 
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Thus dva,t,lp€iv is used of Abraham offering up Isaac in Jas ii. 21, of 
the high-priests in Heb. vii. 27, and of Christians in Heh. xiii. 15. 

,rvro11a.nKds 8vcrlas, spiritual as opposed to material sacrifices, 
cf. 1rve11µan 1'arpe6ones, Phil. iii. 3; 1'0-ytK') 1'arpela, Rom. xii. 1, of 
Christians presenting their bodies as a Ii ving sacrifice. Just as 
Christ sacrificed His life for the service of others so His members 
must give themselves in daily self-oblation for the service of the 
Christian community. 

Eu,rpocr8tKTO\IS, it is only with such spiritual sacrifices that "God 
is well pleased." 

8Ld •1.,croii XpLcrToii. All our sacrifices can only be offered to God 
or be acceptable to Him, when presented through the agency of our 
ascended High-priest, cf. Heh. xiii. 15, o.' avTov ava,plpwµ€v 0u/llav 
a1vfoews. So in every Eucharist Christ is the true priest, and the 
earthly priest is only the divinely authorized spokesman of the 
priestly body of worshippers. Similarly our prayers are offered 
"through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

6, "ll"EPLEXEL· The substantive 1repwx1/ means (1) the contents of 
a book, (2) a clause or passage. It is used in Acts viii. 32 of the 
passage which the eunuch was reading. Here the verb is intransitive 
and impersonal=it stands thus in writing, the best MSS. read -ypa<f>fj 
without the article. The plural a! -ypaq,ai is used of "Scripture" as 
a whole and -i, -ypa,t,1, in the N.T. means a particular passage. Here 
St Peter appeals to the fact that there is written evidence to support 
his statements. 

ll.l9ov. Three passages from the O.T. all containing the same 
metaphor of a stone are here combined together. 

(a) Ps. cxviii. 22, "The stone which the builders refused is 
become the head-stone of the corner." The Psalm was probably 
written after the return from Babylon, and meant that the kingship 
of Jehovah, though long ignored by the kings and princes of Judah 
who claimed to be the builders of the nation, has now at last been 
recognized as the true bond of union for the restored nation. This 
passage was applied to Christ at the end of the parable of the wicked 
husbandmen, Matt. xxi. 42; Mk xii. 10; Lk. xx. 17, and again 
by St Peter in his defence after healing the impotent man, Acts 
iv. 11. Here the passage is alluded to in v. 4 and quoted in full in 
v. 7. 

(b) Is. xxviii. 16, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner.stone of sure foundation. He 
that believeth shall not make haste." The passage was probably 
written at the time of Sennacherib's invasion and meant that the 
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presence of Jehovah is the one and only source of protection for 
Judah, and that intrigues with Egypt, etc., are utterly useless. 

(c} Is. viii. 14, "(He shall be for a sanctuary;} but for a stone 
of stumbling and for 1.1 rock of offence (to both the houses of Israel)." 
This passage was written in the reign of Ahaz when Israel and Syria 
were invading Judah. The meaning is that Jehovah will be a sure 
refuge to those who trust in Him, but will cause the overthrow of 
unbelievers. 

Neither of the two passages from Isaiah therefore had primarily 
any direct reference to Messiah, but from the Targums and other 
Jewish books it seems clear that '' the stone" was regarded as a 
regular title of Messiah, and from the application of Ps. cxviii. 22 
to Christ the other passages in which the word l\i0or was nsed in the 
LXX. came to be similarly applied. So again in 1 Cor. iii. 11 
St Paul speaks of Jesus Christ as the foundation {0eµel\wv), and in 
Eph. ii. 20 as the chief corner-stone, d,,rpo-ywvmi'ov, and in later 
Christian writers who traced the fulfilment of prophecy in Christ 
"the stone" is used as one of His regular titles. St Paul (Rom. ix. 
33) and St Peter both combine the same two passages of Isaiah and 
both have some common variations from the LXX.: 

(1) both read loov -ri0riµ., ev ~,wv instead of loov i-yw iµ,fJal\l\w <lt 
TO. 0€µ,fXw. 2;,wv, 

(2) both read 1r&pa rrKavi!al\ou instead of 1r&p~r 1rTWµ,aT<, 
(3) both omit eir Ta 6eµ,Am aVT-ijs, 
(4) both insert br' a.,mJ after 1r«1n6wv. 
As there are many other coincidences of thought between St Peter 

and SI Paul (especially Romans and Ephesians) the natural inference 
is that the changes were introduced by St Paul and borrowed by 
St Peter. But it has been suggested that possibly a collection of 
O.T. passages, arranged according to their subjects, suitable for 
proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ, was made at 
a very early date. Certainly such collections were afterwards used, 
e.g. the Testimonia of Cyprian, where one of the chapters shews that 
Jesus was styled "the stone." If such a collection was already 
extant when St Peter and St Paul wrote they may have both 
borrowed independently from it, and the same theory might explain 
other !JOmposite quotations in the N. T. 

olv l:Lolv, the promise was made for Israel and was first fulfilled 
in Israel by the Incarnation and so is efficacions for the new Israel 
which is the expansion and archetype of the old. 

EK>..EK-rclv ~tcpo-y.,11La.,011. The order of the words in the T.R. is thus 
reversed in the best MSS. as in the LXX., in which case ciKpo")'wv,a,011 
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is probably a substantive, a stone that is elect a chief corner-stone 
that is held precious. The corner-stone perhaps means that which 
unites two walls; so in Eph. ii. 20 where ,i,Kpo-ywvia'iov occurs again 
the idea is that Jews and Gentiles are united in Christ. 

o ,r•CTTEV(l)V i,r' a.vT<j,. 1ruTT<1J<tV <'ll"l with the dative suggests the 
basis on which faith rests. Except in this passage quoted here and 
in Rom. ix. 33, x. 11 this construction only occurs in Lk. xxiv. 25 
and 1 Tim. i. 16. 

ov 11~ Ka.Ta.•crx.vvlli In Isaiah the Hebrew is "shall not make 
haste," i.e. flee in panic, ;:.i•n• 1!6, but the LXX. evidently read 

t:ii:l~ ~~=shall not be put to. :hame, i.e. will never find his con

fidence belied. 
7. v11tv. The A.V. renders "unto you that believe He is precious," 

i.e. in your eyes. The R.V. marg., "In your sight .. .is the precious
ness," or "For you,.,is the honour," but the R.V. text is For you is 
the preciousness, i.e. the preciousness implied in the epithet tVT1µ.o• 
concerns you Christians ; its value in God's sight is for your benefit 
and accrues to you. 

a.,r~CTToOa-cv=for such as disbelieve. This is the reading of Band C, 
whereas the T.R. reads aireiOoiJcr1=disobedient, as in v. 8. The dative 
is probably not governed by f-yeef,871 but is a dative of reference. For 
such as are disbelieving the Psalmist's words are true. 

8. Milos ,rpocrKop.11a.-ros. The stone of stumbling is the loose stone 
against which the traveller strikes his foot, while 7rfrpa crKaeMXou, the 
rock of offence, is rather the native rock rising up through the path, 
which trips him up. <TKctPoa\op is constantly used of Christ as being 
a stumbling-block to the Jews. 

,rpocrK611"Tovcrw-a.1n•llovvTES, probably both words conjointly 
govern M-y1j1-who stumble at the word befog disobedient to it. 

,ts 8 Ka.l ETE9t)cra.11. (See S. and H. Rom. ix.-xi. and Hort, 1 Pet. 
p. 123.) The words must be neither explained away nor exaggerated. 
The stumbling of the disobedient, according to St Peter, was no 
accident nor due only to their own conduct, but part of God's primal 
purpose. The corner-stone in Zion and the men who should stumble 
at it were both of God's appointing. For this use of T/071µ1, cf. Acts 
xiii. 47; 1 Tim. ii. 7; 2 Tim. i. 11; Jn xv. 16. It is of course 
perfectly true that certain results are the inevitable nemesis attached 
to certain conduct, and in that sense it might be said that stumbling 
was appointed by God as the nemesis of disobedience. But this does 
not exhaust St Peter's meaning. The stumbling seems to be regarded 
as not merely a secondary part of God's purpose, conditional on man's 
disobedience, but as part of His primal purpose. On the other hand 

I PlliTER D 
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St Peter does not say that any persons were reprobated to damnation. 
To the question, "Did they etumble in order that they might fall?" 
asked by St Paul in Rom. xi. 11, St Peter would without doubt have 
given St Paul's answer, "God forbid, but rather through their fall 
salvation is come to the Gentiles." St Peter, as we have seen, has 
throughout been emphasizing the fact that the privileges formerly 
restricted to Jews have now been extended to Gentiles, and there is 
little doubt that in quoting the passage about the stone of stumbling, 
employed by St Paul in discussing the apostasy of Israel, St Peter in 
these words <ls 5 Ko.I hi071<lo.v is briefly summarizing St Paul's argu
ment, in which he shewed that Israel's apostasy, guilty though it 
was, was designed to subserve God's eternal purpose of Jove. The 
stumbling of disobedient Jews made room for the admission of be
lieving Gentiles, that thereby Israel in return might be roused to 
godly jealousy to value and accept the privileges which once they 
so madly rejected. 

9. St Peter applies to his Gentile readers, as the new Israel of 
God rescued from the slavery of sin, titles of honour which were used 
(1) in Ex. xix. 5 of Israel as the Covenant people rescued from Egypt, 
(2) in Is. xliii. 20 of the mission for which God was restoring them 
from Babylon. 

Just as within the nation a special body of priests was chosen to 
do God's work for the benefit of the whole nation, so among the 
nations of the world Israel was to be the "priestly nation" through 
whom all nations were to be blessed, and this is true also of the 
Church, the new Israel of God. 

-y4vos EKAEKTov from Is. xliii. 20. 
~a.a-CJ\.e,ov tepciTEVf-'O. from Ex. xix. 5 where the Hebrew is "a 

kingdom of priests." The LXX. evidently intended both words as 
substantives, "a body of kings, a body of priests," so in Rev. i. 6 
and v. 10, {3a,n"/\do.v lep,,s re;, O,rj. Here however {3alll1'eiov is almost 
certainly an adjective and the old Hebrew expression which meant a 
priestly kingdom or nation is changed into "a royal priesthood or 
body of priests." The epithet royal here probably means priests in 
the service of the king, not as in the Apocalypse that Christians are 
kings as well as priests. 

~8vos-11.a.6s. Two different Hebrew words were applied to Israel. 
(Ovos describes their position as one of the nations of the world, who 
were distinguished from others by being consecrated (a-ywv) to God. 
"/\aos describes them as the covenant people of God. In the Epp. 
#0,os is nowhere else used of Israel, but in the Gospels and Acts it is 
used of Israel in speaking to foreigners like Pilate or Felix, or of 
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_the conduct of foreigners towards Israel. In Jn xi. 50 Caiaphas 
says, "It is expedient that one man should die for the people (Aaos) 
and not that the whole nation (t0vos) should perish," where Mvos 
might mean the population as distinct from the community or the 
civil organization, that the Romans would deprive them of all 
national existence. 

>..a.os ELs •np•1roC'1a-,v. The sense though not the actual Greek 
phrase is borrowed from Ex. xix. 5 where the Hebrew is "Ye shall 

be a peculiar possession," n~-~I?• but the LXX. rendering is >,.a,/is 

1repw6a-ws, which is the phrase used by St Paul in Tit. ii. 14, "Christ 
gave himself on our behalf that he might ransom us from all lawless
ness and purify for himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works." 

·The same Hebrew word ,1~~1? is however translated els 1rep11rol'Jrnv 

in Mal. iii. 17, "They shall be to me in the day which I make 
(i.e. my appointed day) for a special possession" (not as A.V. "they 
shall be mine in the day that I make up my jewels"). The substi
tution of <ls 1rep,1ra£.,,,n, for the LXX. 1rep,aucr,as would be further 
suggested to St Peter by Is. xliii. 21, a passage from which he has 
already borrowed the words -ylvos EKAEKTov. There Israel are described 
by God as >,.a,6v µ.ov 5v 1repmro,,,craµ.7]P ras riperch µ.av o,7]-yei.cr0a,. The 
same verb 1rep,1ro,e'icr0a, is used of God purchasing the Church in 
Acts xx. 28 and of men losing their lives in attempting to secure 
them as their own, Lk. xvii. 33. The substantive 1rep,1rol.,,,;1s is 
used of God's rights of possession over the Church in Eph. i. 14. 
Elsewhere it is used of winning (a) salvation, 1 Thess. v. 9, (b) glory, 
2 Thess. ii. 14, (c) life, Heb. x. 39. 

c'i.ptTo.s. In classical Greek ripen) originally meant excellence or 
eminence of any kind, but gradually it came to be used of moral 
excellence only, i.e. virtue. In the passage which St Peter is quoting, 
Is. xliii. 21, and in three other passages it represents the Hebrew 
"praise." In the two other passages where it occurs in the O. T. it 
represents the Hebrew "glory" or "majesty." Here the idea is that 
Christians are intended to manifest God's own excellencies by their 
lives, cf. Matt. v. 16, "that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father." The only other places where riper!, occurs in the N.T. 
are Phil. iv. 8 and 2 Pet. i. 5. 

EK <rKoTovs K<>AE<ra.v-ros. Used of the admission of Gentiles, Acts 
xxvi. 18 ; Eph. v. 8 ; Col. i. 13. So here St Peter almost certainly 
refers to the transition from heathenism. 

9<>Vf-La.<rTov. God's light is described as "marvellous" because by 
it our eyes are opened to see "wondrous things." 

D2 
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10. oil MOS ... oiiK ,j>..E1J1-'E11oi. In Hos. i. 6, 7, ii. 23, the faithless-
ness of Israel to Jehovah her true bridegroom is described under 
the figure of the prophet's faithless wife who deserts him for false 
paramours. The children are therefore called by symbolical names, 
Lo-ammi=" not my people" and Lo-ruhamah ="not having ob
tained mercy." But when their mother is at last restored their 
names are changed to Ammi and Ruhamab. In Hosea the words 
refer to Israelites but in Rom. ix. 25 St Paul applies the passage to 
the admission of the Gentiles. So here St Peter, probably borrowing 
from St Paul, is almost certainly referring to the admission of 
Gentiles to be the new " Israel of God." 

oilK 1j},ETJf1,EVOt ... i>..u18'11TES. The perfect participle denotes the long
continued state in which they had lived as heathen, while the aorist 
refers to the crisis of their conversion, though of course the effects of 
that mercy are still continuous. Neither St Peter nor St Paul mean 
that the heathen or the unconverted Jew had no share in God's 
mercy. The reference is to the special mercy of the gift of the 
Gospel. 

The Second Section of the Epistle, ii. 11-iv. 11, contains an 
exhortation to renounce heathen principles of conduct and adopt 
Christian principles, which will necessarily transform the various 
social relationships and duties of life. 

A. EXHORTATION TO PURITY OF MOTIVE AND CONSEQUEN'1'LY TO PURITY 

OF LIFE IN THE PRESENCE OF HEATHEN, ii. 11, 12. 

11 If you are God's chosen people, citizens of heaven, your present 
surroundings are not your home; you are only, as it were, sojourners 
in a foreign land, living among strangers; I beseech you to remember 
this. In your own hearts you will find mutinous desires of the flesh 

12 which make war against your true self. In your dealings with the 
Gentiles around you you must take care that your behaviour is 
deserving of respect so that, in the very matter in which they speak 
against you as a "pestilent sect," they may at length (under the 
pressure of a day of visitation, when God in judgment brings the 
truth home to them) by the recollection of (h) your good works have 
their eyes opened to be beholders indeed and so come to give glory 
to God. 

B. Socil,L DUTIES. ii. 13-ill. 12. 

13 This warfare against heathen principles of living does not mean 
the subversion of the necessary bonds of society. Rather it deepens 
and intensifies them. God has instituted various forms of authority 
among men, and t,o those you must submit yourselves for His sake. 
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(a) To CIVIL RULERS, whether it be to the king as supreme ruler 14 
in the Empire or to subordinate magistrates, as officers sent (by God) 
through the agency of the king to execute vengeance upon evil-doers 
but to commend well-doers. For this is one of the ways of God's 15 
own working. His will is that by well-doing men should silence the 
purblind calumnies of the senseless sort of men who attack them. 
In submitting to such institutions you will not be reverting to the old 16 
yoke of slavery from which you were ransomed. You will only be 
obeying" the law of liberty." Instead of acting like men who misuse 
their liberty as a cloak of their malice, you will be acting as the bond. 
servants of God (" whose service is perfect freedom"). It is your 17 
duty in general to honour all men, in particular to love your brethren 
in Christ, to fear God, to honour the king. 

- The same principle applies to all your social relationships. 18 
(b} HousEHOLD SLAVES (despite the fact that in Christ there is 

neither bond nor free) must, with a full sense of the fear of God, sub
mit themselves to their masters, and that not only to those who are 
good and considerate but also to those who are unfair or capricious. 
For if a man recognizes his service as part of God's discipline for him, 19 
and for that reason submits to the hardships of unjust treatment, 
God will approve (or thank him for) his conduct. I say "unjust 20 
treatment" for there is nothing heroic in submitting to be buffeted 
for actual faults. But if you have to suffer in spite of doing good 
work and bear it patiently, such conduct does find favour with God 
(or even His" Well done"), because you will be responding to God's 21 
call which was to follow Christ. He also suffered on your behalf, 
and in all His sufferings He left you an outline sketch to fill in by 
following in the track of His footsteps. He was the ideal sufferer 22 
described in Is. liii., "He did no sin," "No deceit was found in His 
mouth." When I saw Him being reviled He was not reviling in 23 
reply. When He was being ill-treated He was not threatening 
ve;ngeance. No, He was all through committing His cause to God 
whose verdict is always just (however unjust man's sentence may be). 
In His own Person" He bore our sins." When His Body was offered 24 
up upon the Cross our sins "laid upon Him " were included in it. 
Sins therefore ought to find no place in us. ChriRt died as our sin
bearer in order that we might regard ourselves as dead to sin and 
break off all connexion with sins and live (as risen with Him) to 
righteousness. By His precious scars you Gentiles were healed. For 
the prophet's words are true of you. You were straying like lost 25 
sheep, but now in your conversion you returned to the good Shepherd, 
who was all along watching over your souls though you knew it not. 
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11. Having described the high privileges of the new Israel of 
God, St Peter proceeds in this second section of the Epistle to draw 
various moral lessons from them. In vv. 11 and 12 he describes the 
personal duty of the Christian as regards self-conquest, remembering 
the influence which his life will have upon others. 

dYCL1MJTOC only occurs again in St Peter in iv. 12 at the beginning 
of the third section of the Epistle, but it is common in other books. 

irc:LpoCKovs Kc:L\ 1f«:LpEirLll~f.1-0VS. The same two ideas have already 
been presented in i. 1 1rape1r,/5r,µ.ois and in i. 17 1rapoiKlas. In classical 
Greek 1rd.potKos means "a neighbour'' and µ.ho,Kos is the word for a 
resident alien which is the Biblical sense of 1rapoiKos. Iu Hebrew two 
words were used for foreign sojourners. 

(a) "la (Ger), i.e. one who comes as a guest, is generally trans

lated 1rpor,f,\,rros, which originally merely meant an immigrant but 
eventually was used of foreigners who adopted the Jewish faith, 
"a proselyte," but eleven times it is translated 1rapo,Kos. 

(b) ::i~~I'\ (Toshav) or settler was generally used of temporary 
residents. It is always translated 1rapoiKos, except in three passages 
where "la and ~~ii'\ occur together. In two of these it is translated 

1rap,1rl/571µ.M, and 1rapo,Kos is transferred to "l~. 

In Gen. xxiii. 4 Abraham in asking leave to purchase a burial 
place says, "I am a stranger (1rapo,Kos) and a sojourner (mrp,1rfliw1or) 
with you," and in Ps. xxxix. 12 man's life on earth is described as 
that of a "stranger and sojourner." So in Heb. xi. 13 the patriarchs 
are shewn to have described themselves as "strangers and sojourners," 
not with reference to the old home from which they had migrated but 
because they desired a heavenly fatherland. 

crc:LpKLK<»v. The flesh is here used, as in St Paul, in a bad sense 
as opposed to the spirit. The flesh is not however regarded as being 
in itself bad. ·It is "a good servant but a bad master." Fleshly 
desires include selfishness, envy, etc., as well as such things as 
fornication or drunkenness, cf. Gal. v. 19 ff. 

c:LiT,vEs = such as by their very nature. 
CTTpuwoVTCLL. These fleshly desires are described as mutineers 

raising an insurrection against the true self. if;vxr, in the N. T. does 
not mean "soul" in the modern sense of the word, i. e. the highest 
element in man. Originally it meant "life" and then the "true 
self" of a man, of which his bodily life is only a transient phase. 
The same idea of an internal warfare in man is found in Rom. vii. 23, 
•' I see a different law in my members (avrnrrpanv6µ,vav) taking up 
war against the law of my mincl:," a.nd in Ja.s iv. 1, "your pleasures 
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that war (o-rpanuoµevwv) in your members." (See Introduction, 
p. lvii.) 

12. tjv a.vcuM"po,jn\v -up.<Qv ... Ka.>.11v, KaXr,v is the predicate. Your 
intercourse with the heathen round you must be such as commands 
their respect. In iii. 16 the enemies of the Christians are described 
as reviling their avao-rpo<f,11• ,l,-yallr,v. ,l,-ya/los denotes that which is 
intrinsically good in itself and its results, whether it is recognized 
as such or not, while KaXos is that which commends itself as 
good. 

EV cp sometimes means "while" as in Mk ii. 19; Lk. v. 34, xix. 13; 
Jn v. 7. But here it means in the very matter fa which, cf. iii. 16, 
bt ~ KaraXa)..e,o-1/e; iv. 4, ev op ~,vltona1=wherein. 

Ka.Ko,ro~wv. In Mk iii. 4; Lk. vi. 9 the verb KaKo'/l"oi,,v seems lo 
r~tain its original meaning of "doing an injury," but in the LXX. 
it has a wider meaning "evil-doing." So also in 1 Pet. iii. 17 
it= ,ra,oilvnis KaKa of iii. 12. The adjective KaK011"016s is used three 
(or four) times in 1 Pet. (ii. 14 (iii. 16, v.l.), iv. 15) and seems 
to have been a favourite term of abuse directed against Christians. 
Possibly it represents the Latin malrficus by which it is translated 
in iv. 15 by some of the Latin Fathers. Suetonius (Nero 16) speaks 
of Christians as men of a novel and pestilent (maleficae) superstition, 
while Tacitus, Ann. xv. 14, describes them as being hated per 
fiagitia, and in the immediate context he includes Christianity 
among the atrocia aut pudenda which poured into Rome. Gwatkin 
{Ch. Hist. i. 76) therefore considers that fonl charges of immorality, 
such as were prevalent in the 2nd cent., were brought against 
Christians even before the Neronian persecution. But 1<a1<0,roi6s 
is a vague and comprehensive term. It was used of our Lord, 
Jn xviii. 30, v.l., while the two thieves are called KaKoup-yo,, Lk. 
xxiii. 32, a term which St Paul applies to his own treatment, 
2 Tim. ii. 9. 

E'll"O'll"TEVOVTES. The T.R. reads ,,,,.o,,,.r,uo-avres which might possibly 
denote coincident action with that of the main verb, but more 
naturally antecedent action=glorify God having beheld. But the 
best reading is the present participle which suggests that the " be
holding" is coincident with the glorifying. It is therefore doubtful 
whether ra KaM lp-ya should be understood as the object of €11"011"· 

uvovu, as A. V. and R. V. 
iK TO>V Ka.l>.wv lpywv E'll"O'll"TEUOVT<S does not merely mean €11"011" •••• 

Ta Ka.A.a lp-ya. eK denotes the result, the recollection or impression 
carried away, and i11"01rnv«v may have a more special meaning than 
mere "beholding." It is not used in the LXX. but by Sym. Pss. x. 
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14, xxxiii. 13 of God as watching over human conduct, and it is 
so used in Attic poetry; in late Greek prose the verb is used in 
a general sense of watching or beholding. There was however a 
technical use of e1r61rT71s to denote one who was initiated in the 
mysteries and Plato uses the verb in that sense, so Clem. Al. Strom. 
iv. 152, etc., uses the phrase ho1rT€UW To• 0€oP. 

In 2 Pet. i. 16 the spectators of Christ's glory in the Transfigura
tion are described as e1r~1rm,, possibly with a trace of this technical 
meaning. 

So here the meaning may be that by the recollection of your 
good works their eyes may at last be opened and so they will 
glorify God. f7ro1r-rdJElP is used again, however, in iii. 2 of husbands 
being converted by beholding the chaste conduct of their wives, 
but even there the idea of " seeing behind the scenes," or being 
"initiated into the secret of" would be quite appropriate. 

iv ~11-EP'!- E'!l"LCTKomjs. The following explanations have been given 
of the phrase ( 1) the day when Christians are brought to trial, (2) the 
day when their enemies are themselves judged, (3) the day when 
God's mercy "visits" or comes home to them. 

In the 0. T. God is sometimes described as "visiting" people in 
mercy, e.g. to deliver them from Egypt or from Babylon, and so our 
Lord weeping over Jerusalem lamented her misuse of "the time of 
her visitation" evidently referring to lost opportunities of blessing, 
cf. Lk. i. 78, " The dayspring from on high shall visit (i1r<1TKf,j,ETa,) 
us." But elsewhere God is described as "visiting" sinners with 
judgment, so TJµipa <!1rt1TK01ri)~ in fa. x. 3. But frequently God's 
judgments are themselves a means of bringing His mercy home to 
men. So here St Peter seems to anticipate some judgment of God 
which will open the eyes of heathen opponents and lead them to 
give glory to God through the memory of His servants' lives. The 
whole passage manifestly alludes to our Lord's words, Matt. v. 16, 
"Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify yonr Father which is in heaven," 

13. St Peter now turns to the duties of Christians in the various 
social relations of life. He has shewn that this world is not their 
home and that they must not adopt the fashion of this world as 
their standard. But this does not imply disorder or anarchy. The 
necessary bonds of society are not to be destroyed but rather fulfilled. 
This world, though not man's home, is his school, and its institutions 
are appointed by God. The state, the household, the family are all 
intended to be pictures of the kingdom, household and family of 
God. In loyal obedience to the Emperor and governors, in faithful 
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service to earthly masters, in loving submission to family ties men 
may learn their true relation to God. 

13. 1raa,i civ8p0>1r,v11 KT,a-E•. This might mean every institution 
created or ordained by men, so A.V. and R.V. "Every ordinance of 
man," and in classical Greek rcTl,n< is more frequently ascribed to 
men than to God. But in the LXX. and N.T. rcrlfew and words 
derived from it are exclusively applied to God's work. So in Romans 
St Paul describes " the powers that be " (kings, magistrates, etc.) as 
"ordained of God," and here St Peter regards the fundamental 
institutions of human society, the state, the household, the family as 
part of God's plan for the organization of mankind. The words may 
therefore be translated "every (divine) institution among men." 

8,a. TOV Kvp,ov for Christ's sake, imitating His loyal submission 
· to authority. 

14. f3ucn>.Et = here primarily the Emperor. If, as seems probable, 
the Epistle was written during the later years of Nero, loyalty to such 
an Emperor would be extremely difficult for Christians unless they 
regarded him, despite his unworthiness, as the representative of a 
divine institution. 

With St Peter's language about obedience to civil rulers cf. Rom. 
xiii. 1-4. 
i'.nr0Ta1''7Tf ... ws inreplxon, 
Eis ercolrc17,nv rcarca,ro,wv 
l,rawav Of a-yalla,rotWP 
(see Introd. p. !xii). 

inro.-arnfrOw lfow-/a,s v1r,pe-x_ovrra,s 
fKOtKOS .. :rip TO KaKOII ,rpaa<TOPT< 

TO a1'allc» ,role, Kai l~«s f..-a,110P 

v1rep.!xovT•, as supreme, i.e. as compared with subordinate magis
trates ; cf. 1 Tim. ii. 2. 

,jyEjl,00-'11 refers chiefly to provincial governors. 
8,.' uilToO. Such governors are here regarded not as sent by the 

king, but by God through the king as His agent. Cf. Jn xix. 11, also 
Rom. xiii. 1, 2, 4, 6. 

iK8,K1J0"'11 .. J,ruwov. The retribution on crime inflicted by the 
magistrates, and the praise which well-doers receive in consequence 
of their recogiiition by the magistrates is only an earthly echo of 
God's retribution or approval. 

15. o~TO>S may refer to the words which follow, viz. silencing 
ignorance by well-doing. But oiiTws is regularly used retrospectively 
to sum up some preceding statement. So here St Peter means that 
by employing civil magistrates for the praise of well-doers God 
indicates His own method of working. His plan is that His servants 
should silence (literally " gag") senseless ignorant calumnies by well
doing, including loyal submission to civil authority. 
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T,i',11 &.cj,po110111, The article might mean " those senseless men who 
have been described as speaking evil of you," or" men such as are 
senseless and reckless in their charges." 

li.y,,01CTCa., pm-blindness, is a much stronger word than &:yvola. It 
describes tbe ignorance which cannot and will not recognize the truth. 
Cf. 1 Cor. xv. 34 only. 

16. <iis lXEv9Epo•. The nominative connects the verse with v. 13. 
In submitting yourselves to the institutions of human society you will 
not be reverting to the old bondage of your heathen life from which 
you have been ransomed. The servioe of God is " perfect freedom" 
(cui servire est regnare), the freedom to do what you ought rather than 
what you like. Old institutions must be submitted to not as a bondage 
to men but as ordinances of God. 

E'ITLKcD,.,,.,.a. Ka.KCa.s. Christian liberty affords no pretext for churlish, 
scornful, contempt towards heathenism and its institutions, rather it 
reg_uires you to "honour all men." 

ols 0Eoii 8oii>..oL, of. Rom. vi. 22 and 1 Car. vii. 22. 
17. '11.fJ.~CTa.TE . .. lc.ya.1rciTE ... cj,ol3EiCT8E ... TLj1,«TE. Here we have an 

aorist imperative followed by three present imperatives. The usual 
distinction between aorist and present imperatives is that the present 
is used in general precepts and the aorist in individual cases, the 
aorist denoting "point" action and the present'' linear," see J. H. 
Moulton's Grammar, p. 129. Sometimes, however, the aorist imper
ative is used in general precepts to inculcate a new duty not previously 
recognized. So in Rom. vi. 13, µ,rioe ,rnp«rra.ver< Ta. µl°Ari vµ,wv 8,r°Aa 
cl.il1Klcu rii cl.µ,apTlq. ci°AM 1rapa1rr711,are ia.vrovs T~ 0e~, the present im
perative may mean, do not continue your old practice of presenting 
your members as instruments of unrighteousness for sin to use, but 
begin a new practice and present yourselves to God. But another 
explanation is, do not time after time present ... but present yourselves 
once and for all to God, the aorist denoting something which is to be 
done to the end as a complete whole. So here some would explain 
that to '' honour all men" is a new duty never realized until now, 
whereas honour to the king is an old duty which is not to be abandoned, 
although he can no longer be worshipped as a God. The objection to 
this view, however, is that love for the brotherhood, for which the 
present imperative is used, would also be a new duty not possible until 
they were admitted into God's family. Possibly the aorist 1ra.nas 
nµ,/2,;an states the Christian's duty a.~ a whole to be fulfilled to 
the e·nd and the lliree present imperatives expand it by three geneml 
precepts. 

But St Peter has a marked preference for aorist imperatives which 
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he uses 22 times (against 9 presents) as being more forcible, but in 
expanding his injunction he borrows a passage from the 0. T. in 
which the present imperative ef,0/3011 occurred and therefore he assimi
lates the other two imperatives to it. 

-rov 8Eov cj,oj3EtCT6E, -rclv ~a.on).Ea. -r,p.ci-rE. The words are borrowed 
from Prov. xxiv. 21, "My son, fear God and the king," but instead 
of coupling God and the king together with the same verb ,t,of3l11r8e 
St Peter treats "honour the king" as a subordinate form of the 
reverence due to God, just as "honour to all men " is a subordinate 
form of that love which can only reach its highest form in the reci
procal love of Christians as brothers. 

18. The duty of Servants to Masters (of. Camb. Gk. 'rest. 
Col. p. lxviii. ; Lightfoot Col. 317 ff.). 

Slavery was interwoven with the texture of society under the 
Roman Empire. To prohibit slavery would have been to tear society 
into shreds, and bring about a servile war with its certain horrors 
and doubtful issues. The Gospel therefore nowhere directly attacks 
slavery as an institution. It lays down universal principles which 
were ultimately to undermine the evil, but there is not a syllable which 
could appeal to the spirit of political revolution. Yet the numbers of 
the slave population were enormous, and their lot was often intensely 
hard. The slave had no recognized relationships, no conjugal rights. 
He was absolutely at his master's disposal; for the smallest offence 
he might be scourged, mutilated, crucified or thrown to the beasts. 
When meu in such a position were for the first time taught that 
''there is no respect of persons with God, that in Christ Jesus there 
is neither bond nor free," that masters and slaves are brothers in 
Christ, they might easily have been excited to assert their liberty in 
a spirit of open rebellion or sullen discontent. St Peter therefore, 
like St Paul in Eph. vi. 5 ; Col. iii. 22 ; 1 Tim. vi. 1, instructs 
Christian slaves to regard service to earthly masters as part of their 
service to God. 

18. ot1<frcu, literally members of a household so domestic servants, 
including perhaps freedmen as well as slaves, /ioiJXo,, which is the word 
used by St Paul. In the Pentateuch, however, and in Proverbs 
oiKfr'}s is frequently used in the LXX. to translate the same Hebrew 
word which is rendered ooiJl\os in other books. In the N.T. oiKfr'}s 

occurs only in Lk. xvi. 13 ; Acts x. 7; Rom. xiv. 4. 
v,roTucrcrol'Evo•. Of. Lightfoot on Col. iii. 16, "The absolute 

participle being (so far as regards mood) neutral in itself, takes its 
colour from the general compleidon of the sentence." 
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Here the participle is a virtual imperative referring back to /11r0Ta
'Y"IT• in v. 13 (see J. H. Moulton Gram. 180 ff.). This is a very 
common use in 1 Pet. e.g. iii. 1 V'/l"oTa.11110µ.e,a,, iii. 7 11uvo1,covvTn, iii. 
8-9 where participles and adjectives stand side by side (cf. Rom. xii. 
9-19 with imperatives and infinitives added), iv. 8, 10 and (?) ii. 12 
lxones. 

I<'or St Paul cf. Col. iii. 16; 2 Cor. ix. 11, 13; Eph. iv. 2, 3; for 
papyri see J. H. Moulton, p. 223. 

en-mKlaw (see Mayor on Jas iii. 17). In the LXX. brmKfis occurs 
only in Ps. lxxxvi. 5 of God being '' ready to Corgi ve," and this agrees 
with the definition given in Aristotle (Eth. vi. 11} Tov brm1ci) µ,a"X111Ta 
,Paµ.,, 11u-y-yvwµ.ov,,c6v, and (Eth. v. 14) it is contrasted with strict 
justice. So (Rhet. i. 13, 17) it is explained in the sense of "merciful 
consideration" which does not insist upon the strict letter of the law. 
In Homer it means '' seemly," "decorous" as opposed to l1€<1C1/S, 
So Plato uses it of respectable, well-behaved people; in Rep_. 397 nit 
is applied to one who had been described as µ.frpws-a moderate man, 
so also Thuc. i. 76. Thus in Plato and Aristotle it was used collo
quially in the sense of 11,rouoa.ios or d-ya.06s. 

In the N. T. it is twice joined with !iµaxa, I Tim. iii. 3; Tit. iii. 2, 
and in Jas iii. 17 withelp11vi,cfi and ev,m0-.js. In Acts xxiv. 4 Tertullus 
begs Felix to hear him of his clemency (e,rie,Kl(I}- In 2 Cor. x. 1 
St Paul beseeches his readers by the ,rpaiJT?/Tos Ka.I i1r,eiKlas of Christ 
rather than by the "boldness'' of stern magisterial methods. In 
Phil. iv. 5 TO e1r<£<Kes may mean readiness to forego one's rights, the 
special duty urged in chap. ii. 

So here it probably means ''considerate" masters who do not 
enforce their rights tyrannically. 

Thus, although etymologically hmK-.js was connected with e/,cos= 
what is fit and reasonable, its later meaning seems to have been 
influenced by a supposed connexion with ,tKw=" I yield." 

a-Ko11.,o(s. In LXX. of crooked paths or perverse persons. In 
N.T. Lk. iii. 5 (from Is. xl. 3); Acts ii. 40 and Phil. ii. 15 {from 
Dent. xxxii. 5) "a crooked generation." Here it means unfair, 
awkward to deal with. 

19. TOil-ro ydp x~p,s (see Robinson Eph. p. 221 ff.). Besides its 
special Christian sense of God's free favour, especially as bestowed 
upon Gentiles, xcipis in the N. T. retains (a) Rome of its purely Greek 
significations, (b) the significations which it acquired in the LXX. 
as a translation of 1CI =favour. 

So here A, V. "this is thankworthy," something which meets 
with God's" Well done, good and faithful servant," cf. Lk. vi. 32, 33, 
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34 " What thank have ye ? " xvii. 9, 11 Doth he thank that servant " 
(xap,v txet). 

R. V. 11 This is acceptable," something which finds favour with 
God, cf. Lk. i. 30, ii. 52 ; Acts ii. 4 7, vii. 46, etc. This is a very 
common meaning in the O.T. and is probably intended here. 

8,ci cn,11e£8T1<rW 8eoii. A.V. and R.V. "conscience towards God," 
but when ,rvvdil7J,m is followed by an objective genitive it means 
rather consciousness of, e.g. conscious sense of sins Heh. x. 2, a con
scious sense of the idol's existence 1 Cor. viii. 7 T.R. (v.l. rrvv,,0ela.). 
So here it means prompted by a conscious sense of God's presence 
and will, cf. Eph. vi. 7; Col. iii. 23 ws r,i 0€,ii Kai ouK riv/!pcinro,s. Such 
consciousness of the watchful presence of a just God, who demands 
submission to authority from them, can enable servants to bear man's 
injustice with patience as Christ did. 

20. K1'ilos occurs nowhere else in the N.T. and only once in the 
LXX., Job xxviii. 22, where it means "fame.'' Here it means that 
there is no credit, nothing which men count heroic in patient 
submission to punishment which is deserved. Ko'J..a<J,,t6wvo, from 
K6'J..a.<J,os a fist, so" to buffet." Cf. Mt. xxvi. 67; Mk xiv. 65; 1 Cor. iv. 
11; 2 Cor. xii. 7 but it is not found in the LXX. nor in classical 
Greek. 

21. ets Tovro <iK1'~&.JTe. The call to follow Christ is not only to 
imitate Him in well-doing but also to share His sufferings, cf. v. 10; 
Mt. xvi. 24; 1 Thess. iii. 3; 2 Tim. ii. 11; Heh. ii. 10. 

If the Captain of salvation was made perfect through suffering the 
same process is employed by God in bringing His other sons to 
glory. 

{nro1'Ll''lrci11<1111. 'J,.,µ,1ra.v«v is a late form for 'J,.fl1reiv, leaving be
hind. 

v,roypa.l'JI-OS (in classical Greek u1roypa.<f>fi), means a drawing to be 
traced over, or an outline to be filled in and coloured, cf. u1ro'r61rw,r,s, 
a rough model, 1 Tim. i. 16; 2 Tim. i. 13. Neither u1ro'J,.,µ,1ra.v«v nor 
/J1ro-ypaµ,µ,6s occur again. 

wa.ico1'ot18E,v, to follow close upon, like climbers treading in the 
steps of an Alpine guide. Cf. 1 Tim. v. 10, 24; Mk xvi. 20. 

tx11E<rw, cf. Rom. iv. 12; 2 Cor. xii. 18. 
22. ll-. dp.a.pTCci.11 o,lK l,roC"l<rEll ovSE Ei,pi&.J 861'os Ell Tip <J"TO!'O.TL 

a.vToii. In the LXX. of Is. !iii. 9, the words are Bn rlvoµ,lav ovK i1ro,,,,rev 
ouM M'J..ov iv rql ur6µ,rxr, aurou. The description in Is. !iii. of the ideal 
servant of Jehovah, suffering as the representative of the people, is 
quoted by St Peter in these verses (22-24) as being fulfilled in 
Christ. 
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23. ovK li.vn>.o,6.Spe,. The imperfects rinel,oto6pe<, t)'lrel)w, 1ro.p•
liioov arc sometimes explained as denoting the habitual attitude of the 
life of Christ as opposed to the one definite act of the crucifixion 
riwfiveyK<P, But more probably the imperfects describe St Peter's own 
recollections of our Lord's sufferings of which he claims to have been 
a witness v. 1, "When I saw Him being reviled and threatened, He 
was all the while using no revilings or threats but was committing 
His cause to God." The aorists e1roi'l)<T<P, d1ptor,, riv,jveyKEP on the 
other hand describe His life and death as a whole. 

T'\' 1<p£vovT, 6,Ka.£w5. The Vulgate reads "judicanti fr1juste," 
submitted to him that was judging unjustly, i.e. Pilate. But no 
Greek text reads ril!lKws, and the real meaning is that Christ could 
patiently submit to man's injustice because He committed His cause 
to the just jndgment of God, cf. 2 Thess. i. 4. 

24. li.v~vey1<w is the word used in Is. liii. 12, " He bare the sins 
of many," and the numerous reminiscences of that chapter in this 
section make it almost certain that St Peter is borrowing the word 
from it, coupling with it the word ~v;\ov probably from Dent. xxi. 23. 
The same phrase from Isaiah is also borrowed in Heb. ix. 28, o Xpt<Tros 
a'.1r~ 1rpo,Hv<xOels els ro 1rol\l\w, ci,e,e')'Ke'iv aµ,aprlas. In that passage 
ri,a</)Epew seems certainly to retain something of its ordinary sacrificial 
meaning of" offer up" (cf. 1 Pet. ii. 5; Jas ii. 21 ,;,,-1 ro 0u<T,mn,jp,ov, 
Heb. vii. 27, xiii. 15). (In the Gospels lwaq,ep«v merely means to 
"take up" (Mt. xvii. 1; Mk ix. 2; Lk, xxiv. 51).) So Chrysostom 
explains the words in Heh. ix. 28 as meaning that, just as when we 
offer up an offering we present our sins for pardon that God may take 
them away, so Christ offered up our sius to the Father not for jndgment 
but for removal. Westcott considers that the sacrificial idea is present 
in the phrase, but explains that Christ carried to the cross the burden 
of sins (not, primarily or separately from the sins, the punishment of 
sins) and there did away with sin and sins. So here St Peter may 
regard our sins laid upon Christ as being included in the sacrificial 
victim, the Body of Christ " offered up" upon the Altar of the 
Cross. 

Deissmann (Bible Studies, p. 88), while admitting that the word 
civo.,Pepe<v was perhaps suggested to St Peter by the reminiscences of Is. 
liii. which pervade this section, argues that we have no right to assume 
that St Peter must have used it in the same sense as the LXX. 
translators of Is. liii. 12, who may have meant " suffered the punish
ment of" as representing the Hebrew ~b). In that case, says 
Deissmann, St Peter would have added ,!,,-I rci, ~vl\'f', whereas i1rl with 
the accusative would mean " carry n p to." 
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(In answer to this it may be argued that in Is. liii. 11 ci.vol,rn Tin 
aµ,apTlas is the LXX. translation oi an entirely different verb ~:it:i 
(used also in the second clause of Is. liii. 4, where it is translated 
oovviinu), and this word does mean to ·' load oneself with a burden," 
and that burden might be described as '' carried up to the Cross.") 

Deissmann disputes the sacrificial meaning of ava<f,!pew in this 
passage on the ground that the sins could hardly be described as offered 
up. He would explain the words as meaning that, when Christ "bears 
np to" the cross the sins of men, then men have them no more; the 
"bearing up" is a "taking away," without any special idea of substi
tution or sacrifice. He also quotes a contract, Pap. Flind. Petr. 1. 
xvi. 2, 1repl oe WV aPTIAf')'W a,a<f,epowv [ ...... ] oqm'A.71µ,a.TWV Kp<01Jrroµ,a, 
e:1r' 'ArrKA1J1T<aoov. The editor supplies the missing portion ... wv els 

•ifJ.€ and the sense may be that certain debts of another person have 
been imposed upon the writer (cf. Aesch. 3. 215; Isoc. 5, 32). If 
such a forensic meaning was intended by St Peter, the meaning would 
be that the sins of men are laid upon the Cross, as in a court of law 
a debt in money is removed from one and laid upon another. We 
might compare the forensic metaphor in Col. ii. 14 where the xeipo
"fparpov drawn up against mankind is taken away by being nailed to 
the Cross. 

lv T'f' a-wt14TL a.OTov. The body of Christ is the organism through 
which His life is fulfilled. His earthly body was the instrument of 
His perfect obedience and self-sacrifice, "A body hast thou prepared 
Me," Heh. x. 5. "By the offering of that body (alike in the perfect 
service of His life and the voluntary endurance of death) we have 
been sanctified," Heh. x. 10. St Paul in Rom. vii. 4 says, "Ye were 
made dead to the law through the body of Christ." So here it is the 
sin-bearing victim. But elsewhere in St Paul the body of Christ 
means the organism by which His life and work are still carried on, 
viz. the Church in which Jews and Gentiles are made one. Of that 
body He is still the Head and the source of its life and growth. Into 
it Christians are incorporated by Baptism, and are sustained by 
partaking of His life. Each has to contribute in building it up. On 
its behalf St Paul rejoices in sharing the sufferings of Christ. 

In view of St Peter's apparenl use of Homans and Ephesians in so 
many passages, it is certainly surprising that he shews no trace of 
this striking Pauline conception of the body of Christ. 

~vll.ov is used for a gallows tree in Deut. xxi. 23, " Cursed is every 
one that hangeth upon a tree," quoted in Gal. iii. 13. But the 
only other passages where it is used for the Cross are in St Pater's 
speeches, Acts v. 30 and x. 39, and by St Paul, Acts xiii. 29. In 
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Rev. xxii. 2 etc. it is used for "the tree of life " and in Lk. xxiii. 31 
of '' the green tree." In Acts xvi. 24 it means • • the stocks," and in 
the plural Mt. xxvi. 47, "staves." 

Ta.'i:s O.f1,a.p-r"1,s a.1royEVof1,Evo,, breaking ojj" all connexion with fins, 
being dead to them. The verb occurs nowhere else in the LXX. or 
N.T. For the dative after compounds of a:,ro, of. a.1ro6rrfii;Keiv ri; ,oµl.f.), 
Gal. ii. 19, rii aµapr!r;., Rom. vi. 2. 

The purpose of Christ's sacrifice, as stated here and generally in 
the N. T., is not to save man from the punishment of sin so much as 
from its power, to put an end to the regime of sin. The same idea 
is suggested in iv. 1, o 1raOw• a-apKI m!1ravra, aµ,apia<', Christians are 
to welcome sufferings as the process by which the ideal " death unto 
sin," symbolized by their baptism into Christ's death, is made real in 
the persons of His members. The same thought of being dead to sin 
as living members of the crucified and risen Lord is expressed more 
fully in Rom. vi. 1-11 ; cf. Gal. v. 24; Col. ii. 12, iii. 2. 

i,u,IA<l>lj, is the scar or wheal caused by a blow. The phrase is 
quoted from Is. liii. 5. The slaves to whom St Peter was writing 
might find help to be brave and patient, when their bodies were 
perhaps bruised and bleeding from some cruel blow, by the thought 
that they were sharing in suffering like that by which their Saviour 
had won life and healing for them. 

25, ~TE y«p OIS ,rpoffflTa. ,r~O.V<Ol-'EVOL (T.R. 1rXa,wµeva). St Peter 
means, You Gentiles may well apply to yourselves the language of 
Is. liii. about those healed by the suffering Servant of the Lord, for 
you were indeed wandering like lost sheep, as the speakers in that 
chapter describe themselves. 

,ro,jllva. Ka.\ i..rCcrKo..rov. The Shepherd and overseer or guardian 
who was all along watching over your lives. You were all along His 
sheep though previously "not of this fold," of. Jn x. 16, your con
version may therefore be described as returning to Him. 

For 1ro,µ,~• applied to Christ, cf. Jn x. 11 ; 1 Pet. v. 4; Heh. xiii. 
20; of. Rev. vii. 17 '' The Lamb shall be their shepherd." 

i..rCcrKo..ros. The verb is used of God '' seeking out" His sheep in 
Ezek. xxxiv. 11. In Acts xx. 28 St Paul tells the elders at Miletus 
that the Holy Spirit has appointed them as e1ria-Ko1roi to shepherd 
(1ro,µu.irn,) the Church of God. In the LXX. fria-Ko7ros is used of 
overseers, and so it came to be adopted in the N. T. as a title of those 
who had the oversight of the Church. 
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CHAPTER III 
iii. 1-12. SOCIAL RELATIONS CONTINUED, 

The same principle of submission to authority as part of God's I 
will applies also to WIVES (in spite of the fact that in Christ there 
is neither male nor female). Wives should submit to their husbands; 
deeds speak louder than words. To be spectators of the effects of 2 
the fear of God as seen in the pure lives of their wives may silently 
win husbands, who are persistently deaf to the spoken message of 
the Gospel. The wife's truest adornment should be not outward 3 
but within, the inner character of a heart clad in the imperishable 4 
ornament of a spirit which is placid in itself and gentle towards 
others. That is a jewel of great price in God's estimation. 

Such was the self-adornment practised by the wives of whom we 5 
read in the ancient story of the chosen people. Their hopes were set 
on God and consequently they submitted to their husbands. Take 6 
for example the case of Sarah, whose daughters you Gentile women 
became when you were admitted to the new '' Israel of God.'' She 
obeyed Abraham and called him "Master." Such wives did 
good work, and were never scared or "flustered" into deserting 
the path of duty. This involves a corresponding duty on the part of 7 
HusBANDS. You must appreciate the meaning and dignity of human 
life and marriage. You share an earthly home with your wives; 
you also share the same spiritual inheritance, God's free gift of 
life in the highest sense of the word. Your wife, like yourself, is 
"a chosen vessel" of God, but she is cast in a more fragile mould 
and therefore needs all the gentler handling and the more honour. 
Any lower, more selfish, more sensual view of marriage will be a 
hindrance to your prayers. 

To sum up mutual duties in general. All of you must strive to 8 
be of one mind. Feel for one another, love one another as brothers 
in Christ, be tender-hearted, be humble·-minded. Do not requite evil 9 
with evil or abuse with abuse. Rather bless your revilers, for the 
foheritance of blessing is the end and object of your calling as 
Christians. As the Psalmist says, A man who has made up his mind 10 
to love life and see good days must check his tongue from what is 
evil and his lips from uttering anything deceitful. He must turn 11 
aside from evil and do good. He must seek peace and follow it up. 
So, and so only, can he attain true life, true happiness, for the eyes 12 
of the Lord are over the righteous and His ears are open to their 
prayers, but the face of the Lord is 1tgainst them that do evil. 

I PETER E 
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iii. 1-6. The duty of Christian wives. 

l. OJJ.Olllls, In accordance with the same principle of submission 
to God's ordinances for mankind. The wife, like the slave, was raised 
to new dignity by the Gospel ; and, eBpecially in oases where the 
husband remained a heathen while the wife had become a Christian, 
the duty of submission to marital authority needed to be consecrated 
and ennobled by its recognition as part of God's will. 

In Eph. v. 22-24 St Paul regards marriage as the earthly picture 
of the union between Christ and the Church. The husband's duty 
therefore is loving self-sacrifice and the wife's is reverent submission. 

St Peter however shows no trace of this among the thoughts which 
he borrows from•Ephesians. In Col. iii. 18 St Paul merely describes 
the submission of wives to their own husbands as "fitting in the 
Lord." In 1 Cor. vii. he urges a Christian wife not to seek separation 
from a heathen husband if he is willing to live with her in peace, 
and one reason for this is that she may be the means of converting 
her husband. 

Toi:s t8Co,s lw8pcicr,v. The insertion of lofo,s here and in Eph. v. 22 
and Tit. ii. 5 is not an implied warning against unfaithfulness, but 
states the husband's claim. " Submit because they are bound to you 
by special ties." 

Deissmann, Bib. Stud. p. 123, argues that in the LXX. tows is often 
used to translate the possessive pronoun (suffix) and sometimes where 
the Heb. has no possessive at all. So in late Greek and Inscriptions, 
etc., it is used merely as equivalent to eaurou or fovrw•, cf. l Cor. vii. 2. 
But J. H. Moulton, Gram. p. 87 :ff., thinks that the sense of " own " 
is retained in many passages in the N. T. 

6.,m8oticrw T't' Aoyc,. The same phrase was used in ii. 8, d,mO,,, 
implies more than mere disbelief (a,rnrrla). It is used in the LXX. 
to represent Hebrew words meaning to despise or to rebel. So here 
some husbands are described as deliberately setting themselves against 
the truth. 

Ktp8TJ81Ja-ovTa.,. The future indicative is read by the best MSS. 
instead of the subjunctive in the T.R. There are several instances 
of a future indicative after r," in the N.T. (see Winer-Moulton Gram. 
p. 361), sometimes in the same sentence with a subjunctive, e.g. 
Rev. xxii. 14. The indicative cannot, however, be pressed as implying 
a more certain result than the subjunctive. 

ci:vw Aoyot1. A.V. and R.V. without the word. The absence 
of the article however denotes some distinction from r<;i Mr'I' in 
the ·preceding clause. The meaning is that deeds speak louder than 
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words, and the constant spectacle of the wife's conduct will be a silent 
witness to the truth of Christianity, with the power to win over the 
husband without any spoken testimony or argument. For Kep/Ja.tvw, 
of winning a person, cf. Mt. xviii. 15 and 1 Cor. ix. 19. 

2. E'll'011"TE1Jcra.vTES, see note on ii. 12. The idea of seeing behind 
the scenes would aptly describe the husband's opportunities of ob
serving his wife's character. But it may mean merely looking on 
at a spectacle. 

<iv ¥13'1' might refer to the reverence of the wife for her husband, 
cf. Eph. v. 33. More probably however it means the fear of God, as 
also in ii. 18 where slaves are to submit to their masters ev 1ra.vr, 
,po/j'I', cf. i. 17, iii. 15; Eph. v. 21; Col. iii. 22; 2 Cor. v. 11, vii. 1. 

3. We have a similar description of true and false adornment for 
women in 1 Tim. ii. 9-10. 

XP"o-Cu is often used of gold ornaments, 1 Tim. ii. 9 ; Rev. xvii. 4, 
xviii. 16. 

KdcrtJ,os is used in the LXX. in the sense of ornament but only here 
in the N.T. 

4. o Kp1!11"Tos dv8p(l)ffl)S, of. Rom. vii. 22 rov fow /J,,Opw1rov. 
O:v8pwiros does not mean man as opposed to woman but is a 

neutral term, like homo. Here it means the inner character, of. rov 
Kai,011 avOpw1ro11 .•. r6• 1ra.Xa,li11 /J,vOpw,rov, Eph. iv. 22-24. 

iv T<p ci,t,80.pT'I'- Probably a neuter adjective used as a substantive 
= the incorruptible apparel. 

~cr,lx•os is used in Is. !xvi. 2 of "a contrite spirit." Here it 
means tranquil as opposed to restless, fussy, or perturbed. Only in 
1 Tim. ii. 2, a tranquil (-1/peµov) and quiet (~O'ux,o•) life. The sub
stantive ~O'uxta. is used of silence in Acts xxii. 2; 1 Tim. ii. 11, and of 
quietness in 2 Thess. iii. 12 as opposed to restless excitement. 

Bengel distinguishes 1rpa.Os as meaning " qui non turbat," ,iO'vxws 
" qui turbas aliorum, superiorum, inferiorum, aequalium fert placide." 
Also ,rpa.ils, he says, refers to feelings, ~0'6xws to words, look, or 
conduct. 

'll'p<Lvs=mild, gentle, meek as opposed to self-seeking and ag
gressive, cf. Mt. v. 5, xi. 29, xxi. 5. 

'll'o>..uTEXis. Such an ornament is like a costly jewel in God's 
estimation, cf. Mk xiv. 3 ; 1 Tim. ii. 9. In the LXX. it is used of 
gold and precious stones. 

· 5. ul Ii)"-«• -yuvu'iKES perhaps=women of the chosen pecple. 
6. Kvp,ov KM.oiicru. The only passage where Sarah is actually 

described as calling Abraham her " lord " is in Gen. xviii. 12, 
but St Peter is referring to her habitual attitude towards Abraham. 

E2 
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~s olyEVt]&r)TE TEKva.. Those who regard the epistle as addressed to 
Jewish readers explain e-ye11711Jrrre to mean wlwse true daughters you 
proved yourselves ; but the words are much more forcible if addressed 
to Gentiles. Just as St Paul describes the Gentiles as becoming true 
sons of Abraham by sharing his faith, so St Peter describes Gentile 
women as having become true daughters of Sarah by their admission 
into the new oovenant people of God, cf. Gal. iii. 29; Rom. iv. 11. 

cl.ya.9o'll'oi.ovo-a.• K.T.~. These words are generally connected with 
i-ye111/IJTJTE if ( or so long as) ye do well. But if Gentile women are 
addressed they did not become daughters of Sarah by doing well. 

The R.V. margin refers them to al li-yu:u ,-vvauce~ and treats the 
passage about" Sarah-whose daughters ye became" as a parenthesis. 
Holy women of old adorned themselves by submitting to their 
husbands, by well-doing and by tranquillity. 

'll'T01JO-W. R.V. text "put in fear by any terror" (objective acc.) 
but R.V. margin "afraid with" (cog=te acc.). The substantive 
occurs only in Prov. iii. 25 " be not afraid of sudden fear," but the 
verb is frequently used in the LXX. of alarm or panic. So it is used 
in Lk. xxi. 9, xxiv. 37. Here it means not interrupting the quiet 
discharge of home duties by any excitement or panic. 

'1. cn,vo•K•tv here only in N.T. but is frequently used in the LXX. 
of marital intercourse and doubtless the sexual aspect of marriage is 
specially included here as in 1 Cor. vii. 3-5; 1 Thess. iv. 3, 4. 

Kami yvSio-w, cf. Rom. x. 2 and 1 Thess. iv. 5 where the duty of 
Christians with regard to gratifying the bodily appetites is contrasted 
with the conduct of heathen T<i /J-1/ elooTa To• 0eov. One aspect of this 
-yvw,m is that "our bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost." 

o-KEvn. In 1 Thess. iv. 4 Christians are bidden to abstain from 
fornication and each is to know how KTaa-0a, To iauTou uKeuos {lit. 
acquire his own vessel) in sanctification and honour. In that 
passage some interpret uKevos to mean "body," that a man ought 
to get the mastery over his own body, but others refer a-K,Oos to the 
wife as being an instrument for the husband's use. St Peter how
ever probably regards the wife not as the <TKeOos of her husband 
but of God, cf. Acts ix. 15 a-KeDos eK:\oyijs; Rom. ix. 21-23 <TKEV'I 
il\lovs ; 2 Cor. iv. 7 ev oa-TpaKlvoo, a-Ke6ecr,. 

The comparative <iu0ev,crr,!p4J implies that the husband and wife are 
both crK•"TJ· da-0,11711 is generally used of bodily sickness or infirmity, 
or of lack of power or robustness. But St Peter does not use the 
word in any depreoiatory sense, of. 1 Cor. xii. 22. Ta. dcrOevfoTEpa 
p.€A'f/ in the body are all important (avayKcua). 

ywa.•K•''!'• an adj. " the female." 



3 8] NOTES 

ws Ka.l cru11K>-11po1101'-01. The Kai emphasizes the fact that hus
bands share in something far better than the marital intercourse 
of an earthly home (crvvo,Kouvres). Husbands and wives are also 
co-heirs of an eternal life, cf. Rom. viii. 17 ; Eph. iii. 6; Heb. xi. 9. 

B some curs, Vulg. Arm. read crvvKX>1pov6,uo«=live with your 
wives remembering that they are also co-heirs with you, 

xup1TOS t0>~S- xd.p,s, tw~, <TVVKA>1po,b,uo, all refer to the privileges 
which St Peter has referred to in Chap. i., ava,,,vv,jcras ... di 
KA>1povo,ulav ... TI/S els v,ufi.i xa.p,rot ... 'T1JV </><po,ul,,,, i,,ufv xapiv. The free 
favour which God bequeaths as their inheritance is life in the highest 
sense of the word (crwr,,pla if,vxwv). 

lyKo'IM"Ecr9n, (KL etc. eKK61rr«r8a,=cut off). Eo/K61r·m• (cf. Acts 
xxiv. 4; Rom. xv. 22; Gal. v. 7; 1 Thess. ii. 18 and subst. 
·1 Cor. ix. 12) was originally a metaphor from military operations, 
" to break up a road by destroying bridges, etc." Originally it 
governed a dative of the person, e.g. Polyb. xxiv. 1, 12. So here 
some texts read ,rpo<T<vxa'ii but the acc. is the regular construction 
in the N.T. For the passive, cf. Rom. xv. 22. v,uwv might refer to 
the husbands only, that their prayem will be frustrated if any wrongs 
done to their wives cry out against them (cf. Jas v. 4). More 
probably both husbands and wives are included in v,uw11. 

In 1 Car. vii. St Paul says that married persons may abstain from 
conjugal intercourse for a time by mutual consent that they may 
give themselves unto prayer. Even the lawful gratification of bodily 
appetites may tend to deaden spiritual life. But besides this St Peter 
may mean that failure to recognize their divine co-heirship will 
hinder husband and wife in the exercise of that united pi:ayer to 
which our Lord attached special efficacy, Mt. xviii.19 (crvp.<f,wv,juovow 
=utter a united voice). 

8. TO si TEAos, finally, an adverbial expression not used elsewhere 
in the N.T. St Paul generally uses "Xo,1r6, or ro "Xo,1rbv=all that 
remains to be said. The phrase does not imply that St Peter was 
intending to draw his Epistle to a close, but merely sums up the 
instructions given above about special social duties, by enumerating 
various aspects of practical it,,&..,,..'l applicable to all alike (1rd.vres}. 

"f.1-"cj,povEs, likeminded, only here in Biblical Greek, but a,uo0vµao6v 
is frequently used in Acts and -ro avro <f,pove,v occurs in Rom. xii. 16, 
xv. 5; 2 Cor. xiii. 11; Phil, ii. 2, iv. 2 and ro €, ,j,po.,,v in Phil. ii. 2. 

G"lljl,11"<>8•,s, compassionate, sympathetic, the adjective here only 
in N.T., but the verb is used Heb. iv. 15, x. 34. 

cj,J..aSE>.cj,o, only here in the N. T. but cf. ii. 17; Rom. xii. 10 ; 
1 Thess. iv. 9; Heh. xiii. 1 ; 1 Pet. i. 22; 2 Pet. i. 7. 
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e\'ia,rXciYXvo~, tender-hearted, only here and Eph. iv. 32. 
Tll'lrEwocj,poves, humble-minded (only here in the N.T.), is used in 

Prov. xxix. 23. Ta1mvorf,po<Tuv71 is used v. 5 also Acts xx. 19; Eph. 
iv. 2; Phil. ii. 3; Col. iii. 12. 

9. p.,j d1ro8~80VTES KllKOY dVTt KciKoil. So Rom. xii. 17 and 
1 Thess. v. 15. Doubtless St Peter is borrowing from St Paul, but 
the words may have been a kind of proverb and the converse cbro

o/ow1T1 KaKa civr, a:ya/Jwv occurs in Proverbs xvii. 13. 
Xo18op£o.v ... evAoyovYTES, cf. 1 Cor. iv. 12 Xo,/iopouµevo, evll.o-yoiJµ,ev. 

The words are an unmistakable echo of the Sermon on the Mount 
" Bless those that curse you " Mt. v. 44 ; Lk. vi. 28. 

ets TOVTO .. Jvci. ei< roiJTo regularly points forward to the tva which 
follows it and not backwards to the words which precede it, see 
Jn xviii. 37; Acts ix. 21, xxvi. 16 (infinitive instead of !va); 
Rom. ix. 17 (els avTo roiJro H1rw,), xiv. 9; 2 Cor. ii. 9; Eph. vi. 22; 
Col. iv. 8; 1 Tim. iv. 10 (liT,); 1 Pet. iv. 6, and the same is true of 
ii,a roiJTo followed by r,a or /J1rws. So here St Peter does not mean 
that Christians were called to be cursed nor to meet cursing with 
blessing, though both would be true. The object, he says, for 
which you were called is to inherit blessing, therefore it is your 
duty to bless others, cf. Mt. vi. 15. 

The inheritance of blessing is only partially ours in this life, 
cf. Mt. xxv. 34 "Come ye blessed of my Father inherit (K"/\71povoµ,111Tan) 
the kingdom." 

10-12. From Ps. xxxiv. (12-16) quoted in ii. 3 "Taste and see 
that the Lord is gracious." It is a Psalm of confident trust in God's 
protection of the righteous in spite of their constant afflictions. It 
would therefore be specially appropriate to the times of threatened 
persecution in which St Peter was writing. 

10. o &O.o,v tCll'IJV uyci1r1j.v Kilt L8Eiv ~fl,EpllS a.yci&cis. In the LXX. 
the words are b o,ll.wv tw11v, ci-ya1rwv 71~pa, /oii,, d-ya/J&s, St Peter's 
phrase must mean "He who is determined to love life," i.e. to set 
his affections on spiritual life. In another sense our Lord has said 
"He that loveth (rf>,ll.wv) his life (fvx~•) loseth it" Jn xii. 25. 

11, • t!KKAWd:T.,, The word is used in a bad sense, "turning 
aside," "gone out of the way," in Rom. iii. 12 quoting from 
Ps. xiv. 3 and so often in the LXX., but in Rom. xvi. 17 ii is 
used of " keeping out of the way of " and so also in Proverbs. 

8,.,Ed:T111. It may need prolonged effort to overtake peace. 
12. t!1rt s~KciCous ... l1rt 1ro,ovVT11s KllKd'., The preposition ( e1rl) is 

the same in both cases, but in one case God's eyes look down in love 
and in the other in wrath, cf. Ex. xiv. 24. 
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lii. 13-iv. 6. Goon AND EvIL DOING IN RELATION TO SUFFERING AT 

THE HANDS OF HEATHEN, ILLUSTRATED BY THE SUFFERINGS OF 

CHRIS'£ AND THEIR EFFECTS, 

13-16. Such is God's prescribed method for those w_ho desire to 
see good days. If only you zealously devote yourselves to what is good 13 
my injunction not to requite evil with evil will be almost unnecessary, 
for who is likely to do evil to you in that case ? 

But even supposing that such an optimistic view is falsified and 14 
you do have to suffer, not merely in spite of doing right but because 
of it, you should count such an experience a happy thing. 

Only do not fear what your enemies try to make you fear, do not 
let yourselves be troubled. Rather fear with reverence the in- 15 
dwelling presence of Christ as Lord and Master in your hearts to 
be set apart as a sanctuary which nothing must profane. Be 
ready always boldly to confess Him if any one calls upon you to 
give an account of your position and hope as Christians, not in any 
arrogant or self-confident spirit but with meekness and fear, taking 16 
care to maintain your conscience in all innocence, so that in the 
matter which provokes so much obloquy, I mean the name of Christian, 
those who revile your good manner of life as professed members of 
Christ may be shamed into silence. 

13. Ka.l T'S o Ka.Ktt.crow VJJ-G.S. The verb KO.Kofiv is used of the 
Egyptians ill-treating the Hebrews Acts vii. 6, cf. vii. 19, xii. 1, 
xviii. 10. But in Acts xiv. 2 it is used of the Jews making the 
Gentiles ill-affected towards the Christians. 

Here it might mean {l) Who can do you any real harm 1 cf. the 
Lita.ny "being hurt by no persecutions," or more probably (2) Who is 
likely to ill-treat you ? In several passages St Peter seems to regard 
suffering for Christ's sake as no more than a possibility for some 
at least of his readers, cf. i. 6 <I Mov, iii. 14 d Ka.< ,r{urxo1T£, iii. 17 
el 00,o, TO Oe"l,71µ,a Toti O,oiJ. He still regards magistrates as being for 
the praise of those who do well ii. 14, and he speaks hopefully of 
influencing opponents by good works, silencing the ignorance of 
senseless men by well-doing and making them ashamed iii. 16. 

ld.v Tou ci.y<L8ov t11>..,.,.a.\ ylv11cr8E. If ye prove yourselves enthu
siasts for what is good. ?;71Xwra.i is the reading of the best texts for 
p,,µ,71ra., imitators T.R. The word is used in 1 Cor. xiv. 12 ?;71Xwrcd 
,rvwµ,,i.rwv, Tit. ii. 14 Ka.Xwv tnwv, Acts xxi. 20 v6µ,ou, Gal. i. 14 rwv 
,ra.rptKwv vapaa6dewv. In Lk. vi. 15, Acts i. 13, it is used of Simon 
the Zealot or Canaanite. 

14. El ica.\ 1riicrx_o•TE. The Ka.! throws the emphasis upon the words 



I PETER [314-

which follow, e.g. l Cor. vii. 21 cl Ka! Mvao-a, D,e60epos -yeviu0a., means 
"if you do have the chance of obtaining your freedom." So here 
the meaning is " If after all you should be called upon to suffer " 
in spite of what I have said as to its improbability. 

el with an optative expresses a contingency which is regarded as 
being quite uncertain. It is very rare in the N.T. (see J. H. Moulton 
Grarn. p. 196), and, except in passages which are virtually oratio 
obliqua (Acts xx. 16, xxvii. 39, xxiv. 19, etc.}, it occurs only here 
and in v. 17, and 1 Cor. xiv. 10, xv. 37, el Tvxo<=perhaps. This 
passage is evidently based upon our Lord's words Mt. v. 10 "Blessed 
are they that are persecuted for righteousness' sake.'' 

Toll 8,! «f,6/3011 a.1lTwv ic.T.A. "Fear not their fear neither be troubled, 
but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord." The quotation is taken 
from Is. viii. 12, 13 where the prophet is instructed by God not to 
share in the general panic caused by the invasion of Judah by Israel 
and Syria in the reign of Ahaz. The presence of the Lord of Hosts 
is the one true object of reverence and of fear, of reverence because 
He is a sanctuary or place of asylum to those who trust Him, of fear 
because He is a stone of stumbling to the disobedient (cf. ii. 8}. So 
St Peter bids his readers not to admit thoughts of terror with which 
their persecutors try to inspire them, but to set up Christ as the one 
object of reverent fear, the Lord and Master in their hearts. 

In the LXX. Tov q,6(3ov a.VTwv probably means the fear which others 
feel, i.e. the general panic, though some would explain it to mean 
"that which they worship" i.e. heathen Gods. This would give a 
possible meaning in 1 Pet. if the passage refers to attempts to induce 
Christians to revert to heathenism. But more probably it means
their threats, the fear which they try to inspire in you. 

15. d.yui.aa.TE. The verb is occasionally applied to God in the 
LXX. e.g. of Moses and Aaron failing to sanctify Him in the eyes of 
the people. (Dent. xxxii. 51.) In Isaiah it was perhaps selected 
because Jehovah is described as the sanctuary "or place of asylum 
to be consecrated as an object of fear." So here Christians are to 
treat the indwelling presence of Christ, as Lord and Master in their 
hearts, as a kind of sacred shrine which must never be surrendered 
or profaned by cowardly fears or inconsistent conduct. 

Toll XpLcrT011. The T.R., with KLP etc., reads Kvpiov T~v Seo" 
which would mean '' God as Lord'' Kvp,ov being the predicate, not as 
A.V. "the Lord God." In Isaiah the words are merely "Sanctify 
Jehovah." The constant transference to Christ of language referring 
to Jehovah in the O.T. is one indication of the full Divinity ascribed 
to Christ by N.T. writers. 
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i,.oLl'-o' w;\ 'll"pos a.'ll"o>.oyCa.v. The question whether this implies 
formal trial and organized persecution, as Ramsay suggests, is fully 
discussed Intr. p. xlii. The addition of ad and ,ro;wr/ make it more 
probable that St Peter means that Christians are always to be prepared 
to shew their colours and give a reason for their hope whenever any 
one challenges them, cf. Col. iv. 6. 

fl-E1'o. '11"pa.li1'1J1'0S Ka.\ <j,o~ou. Meekness not an-ogance or self-asser
tion must be their attitude towards these questioners. q,6(3ov might 
mean respect and deference towards those in authority, but more 
probably it means fea,r of God as in i. 17, ii. 18. To deliver God's 
message and champion God's cause is a grave responsibility which 
should make them ask "who is sufficient for these things? " 

16. cruveC611cnv d.ya.8,jv, of. iii. 21. A good conscience, mens 
cdnscia recti, is essential if the defence offered by Christians is to 
convince their opponents. To this St Paul laid claim in making his 
defence, Acts xxiii. 1, xxiv. 16, cf. also 1 Tim. i. 5, 19. 

EV ~. in the matter in which, of. ii. 12 with which the T.R. 
assimilates this verse, reading KocrnJ..o;Jlov<rlP vµ,wv ws Ko;Ko1ro,w11 instead 
of merely KMaJ..allii,r/1,. 

Ka.1'a.,crx_w8wcrw, may be sharned into silence. Cf. Lk. xiii. 17. 
E'11"1Jptcl.tov-res, the word means spiteful abuse in Aristotle but is 

used of false accusations in other classical writers, and this meaning 
would be appropriate here, but in Lk. vi. 28 it is translated "despite
fully use." 

aya.8,jv QVO.O"'l'po<j,~V, Cf. note On Ka)\~v aVa<TTpo<fnlv, ii. 12. 
iv XpLcr1''[', in Christ, of whom you claim to be members. 

iii. 17-iv. 6. The blessedness of S!J:ffering in the fiesh. 

The interpretation suggested for this confessedly difficult passage 
may be best explained by a paraphrase of the whole section with 
illustrations from other parts of the N. T. Other interpretations of it 
will be discussed in an additional note (p. 87). 

Paraphrase. To suffer for well-doing, if the will of God should 17 
so will, is better than to suffer for evil-doing, because to suffer 
innocently is what Christ also did, thereby (as explained above ii. 21) 
leaving us an example, and to imitate Him must in any case be good. 
But the value of suffering is enormously enhanced when we consider 
the purpose and effects of Christ's sufferings. 

(a) When His sufferings culminated in death (reading a,ri!eave, 18 
for fralhv) it was the doing away of sin (,rep/ aµ,o;pnwv) once for all 
(a.,ro.l;}, cf. Rom. vi. 10; 1 Pet. ii. 24, iv. 2. 
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(b) Death was to Him an opportunity for wider and more fruitful 
service. He Himself said "I have a baptism to be baptized with and 
how am I straitened until it be accomplished." Again when certain 
Greeks desired to see Him He replied "Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die it abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth forth 
much fruit." So it was only by dying that Christ could atone 
for the unrighteous (inrcp ao/Kwv), only by dying that He could present 
you Gentiles (reading uµ,os as W.H.) to God. Of. Eph. ii. 13, 18. 

(c) The reason of this was that the death of His flesh was the 
quickening of His Spirit, a setting of it free for a new and wide
reaching activity. 

19 (d) This activity was not confined merely to the unrighteous who 
are alive like yourselves. In His Spirit thus quickened by death He 
journeyed to the underworld. He descended into Hell there to 

20 proclaim (good) tidings to the spirits in prison, Of these the most 
notorious and typical examples were the spirits of those who suffered 
in the flesh as a punishment for evil-doing in the olden days of Noah, 
when they rejected God's long continued offer of mercy all through 
those years while the ark was being prepared. 

[In the book of Henoch (x. Ixxxix. etc. see Charles, Esehatology) from which 
St Peter appears to borrow several phrases in the Epistle, there is constant 
reference to the Flood; an~ the spirits of those who were judged in this life are 
assigned a separate ph,ce in Sheol (c. 12). For the idea that bodily suffering, 
even when it is a punishment for sin, may be a facror in the salvation of the 
soul, cf, 1 Cor. v. 5, "To deliver unto Sa.tan for the destruction of the flesh that 
the spirit may be saved in the day of tbe Lord Jesus"; 1 Tim. i. 20, "Whom I 
have delivered unto Satan that they may learn (by chastisement, .-a.B,v9w,n) 
not to blaspheme." Also 1 Cor, xi. 32, "When we are judged ( with sickness and 
death) we are chastened of the Lord that we may not be condemned with the 
world." 

Again in the statement that "it will he more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment" our Lord implies that the inhabitants of 
those cities must not be regarded as eternally damned because they were so 
terribly judged in the flesh. For further ideas about "the Harrowing of Hell" 
see additional note (p. 83) .] 

(e) In the Flood the same water which drowned the guilty world 
floated the ark and so saved Noah and his family from perishing. 
Water was not only the means by which the defilements of the world 
were cleansed but was also the medium by which Noah and his family 
passed from the old world into the new, as it were through death into 

21 a new resurrection life. Thus the Flood may be regarded as the copy 
of the spiritual reality of'' death unto sin and new birth unto righteous
ness" which is now represented in Baptism. When we pass beneath 
the water of Baptism we represent the drowning of the old sinful self, 
the putting off of the filth of the flesh. But the saving efficacy of 
Baptism lies in the new birth unto righteousness, the profession (in 
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answer to interrogation) of having a good conscience toward God, which 
is represented by our emerging from the water, claiming to share in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In every case therefore suffering and death are factors in the 
termination of the regime of sin and the attainment of a new life. 
In Christ's case we find that by dying in the flesh once and for all for 
sins (not His own but those of others) He was thereby quickened in 
spirit for new and wider service. In the case of those who perished 
in the Flood their judgment in the flesh led to their receiving the good 
tidings of Christ bidding them to live in the Spirit (cf. iv. 6). In the 
case of Noah and his family the water of destruction was the means 
of their salvation; and the same lesson of dying in order to live is 
taught in Baptism. 

· (f) There remains one further thought that suffering culminates 22 
in final glory. The Lord who rose from the dead is now seated at 
the right hand of God exalted above angels, principalities and powers. 
So we too " if we suffer with Him shall also be glorified with Him." 
This conception of suffering in the flesh as a termination of the iv.I 
regime of sin, a quickening of the spirit for new service and a 
factor in attaining glory, was the armour with which Christ equipped 
Himself in His earthly life (of. Heb. xii. 2, "For the joy which was 
set before him he endured the cross despising the shame." Heb. v. 
8, "He learned obedience by the things that He suffered.") Let it be 
your armour also in meeting persecution and equipping yourselves for 
service. In your Baptism you claim ideally to have shared in Christ's 
death, and any sufferings in the flesh which you may have to undergo 
are only helping to make that ideal a reality for you, helping to 
terminate the regime of sin, that the time which remains for you to 2 
live in the flesh should be no longer devoted to the lusts of men but 
to the will of God. I say '' the time which remains,'' for that which 3 
is past, your old heathen days, is all too long to have worked out the 
wishes of the Gentiles, walking as you have done (1re1ropwµlvous
perfect participle) in wanton immoralities, lusts, wine-bibbings, revel
lings, drinking-bouts, and unlawful idolatries. Your heathen neigh- 4 
bours no doubt regard you as fanatics, and revile you for refusing to 
plunge headlong into the same excess of prodigal recklessness with 
them. But (like Noah's contemporaries) they will have to render an 5 
account to God, whose judgment is in perfect readiness both for the 
living and the dead. Such judgment of the dead is perfectly just 6 
because they also received the message of good tidings, and the 
purport of the message to them was the same which God gives to you. 
Your suffering in the flesh is a call to live in the spirit. Their 
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judgment in the flesh after the pattern of men was a call to live in 
the spirit after the pattern of God. 

17. d.ya.8o'll"OLOVVTa.S, cf. ii. 15, 20. 
Et 8iAo,. The optative is read by the best MSS. instead of the 

indicative and denotes a possible but nncertain contingency, cf. iii. 14. 
18. OTL Ka.t Xp,a-Tos. The Kal suggests that Christians are only 

called upon to do what Christ also did, namely, to suffer innocently. 
But St Peter at once expands the idea by shewing the blessed results 
of Christ's sufferings. 

c,'.,ra.t means "once for all" not "once upon a time" which would 
require ,rorc. Cf. Rom. vi. 10, "the death that He died He died 
unto sin once (lcpd.1raf)." Again in Hebrews ix. 26 Christ's sacrifice 
for the doing away of sin once offered {if1raf) is contrasted with the 
oft-repeated sacrifices of Judaism. 

There are numerous coincidences of thought between this section 
of St Peter and Romans vi., and the idea here seems to be that 
Christ's death was the termination of the regime of sin, cf. ii. 24, 
iv. 1. 

Christ's death was "suffering for evil-doing" because it did pay 
the inevitable penalty of sin, not His own but that of others. Your 
sins, says St Peter, were included in Christ's death and it was 
intended to set you free from sin. '.rherefore "suffering for evil
doing" is no longer a necessary penalty for you if you are in Christ, 
but at the same time suffering for well-doing may help to make your 
freedom from sin more real. 

d.,ri8a.vEv is read by ~AC and all the vss. and is adopted by W.H. 
and R.V. marg. instead of #1ralh, which is read by BKLP, A.V. and 
R.V. The MSS. evidence is fairly evenly divided. If d.1rll/ave was 
the original reading it might be altered to h'al/e to match the 
preceding 1ra.O'X""• cf. also ii. 21, iv. 1. On the other hand h'al/e 
might be changed into d.1rMave to match l/avarw0el< which follows. 
Either reading would give a good meaning but ii.1raf suits d.1rtl/a.e 
best. 

,rEpt cip.a.f>Tiwv. Cf. Gal. i. 4; 1 Jn ii. 2, iv. 10. Elsewhere 
b1r~p aµ.aprtw• is used. 1repl aµ.aprlar is used in the LXX. for " the 
sin-offering," cf. Heh. x. 6, 8; Rom. viii. 3. 

SCKa.•os is used as a special epithet of Christ in one of St Peter's 
speeches, Acts iii. 14, cf. 1 Jn ii. 1, "Jesus Christ the righteous," 
and Jas v. 6, bjxwd,O"aTE TOP o£Kawv may possibly refer to Christ. 

,rpoo-a.ya'.yn probably means present, give access to the presence of 
God, cf. 1rpoO'a-yw-y11 Rom. v. 2; Eph. ii. 18, iii. 12. In the LXX. 
1rpoO'd."'(€!V is frequently used of presenting victims as an offering to 
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God. So here Christ in offering Himself as our sin-offering might be 
regarded as offering us to God. Again in the LXX. it is used of 
presenting Aaron and his sons for the priesthood, and this idea would 
also suit St Peter's conception of Christians as "a royal priesthood" 
ii. 5, 9. But in all these 0. T. passages the primary idea of the verb 
is "to bring near," and in this verse the context is not sufficiently 
explicit to shew that the word is used in a sacrificial or priestly sense. 

vp.iis is read by B. 31. Syr. Arm. and W.H. and probably means 
"you Gentiles," cf. Eph. ii. 13. 

The T.R. and both A.V. and R.V. read 'f/µ.fis which would include 
all Christians. 

8a.vam.,0E£s. The verb is used of the Jews condemning our Lord 
to death, Mt. xxvi. 59, xxvii. 3; Mk xiv. 55. 

- t"'o'IT'o•TJ9El.s is contrasted with 0avo.Toiiv in 2 Kings v. 7, " Am 
I God to kill and to make alive?" In the N.T. it is used in Jn v. 21 
of God and the Son raising and quickening the dead, of. Rom. iv. 17, 
viii. 11; 1 Cor. xv. 22; Gal. iii. 21. In 1 Tim. vi. 13, T.R. it 
is used of God quickening all things. In Jn vi. 53 the spirit is 
described as "quickening" in contrast with the flesh, and in 2 Cor. 
iii. 6 the spirit giveth life as contrasted with the old law of "the 
letter." 

In this verse the T .R. reads ,-,;; 1rvevµ.an evidently meaning "the 
Holy Spirit," so A.V. "quickened by the Spirit." For this rendering 
we might compare Rom. viii. 11. 

But here, as in iv. 6, <lapt and 1r>evµ.a. are contrasted and the mean
ing is that by the death of His human flesh the human spirit of 
Jesus was, as it were, born into a new spiritual existence. It was 
alive all through His earthly life but was limited by the restrictions 
of the flesh until it was set free by death, cf. Lk. xii. 50, "I have a 
baptism to be baptized with and how am I straitened till it be 
accomplished." Even the body of the Risen Lord was a spiritual 
(,rvevµ.anKov) body, as our resurrection bodies will be, cf. l Cor. xv. 44, 
but St Peter seems to regard Christ's new spiritual activity as begin
ning immediately after death and even before His resurrection. 

19. iv ie most naturally means, in that human spirit thus quick
ened by death and not the divine Spirit of Christ in which He had 
all along been working in the world, cf. i. 11. 

,rv~v11-a.,n is used of the dead in Heb. xii. 23, "the spirits of just 
men made perfect'' and this interpretation is here confirmed by 
vEKpo'it in iv. 6. It naturally seems to mean that those who heard 
Christ's message were in a disembodied state, as He himself also 
was. 
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cjn,~a.Kil sometimes means sentry-watch but far more commonly 
prisari and is almost certainly so used here. 

Topeu8tts na.turally suggests a change of sphere and is frequently 
used of the Ascension, as in v. 22. So here it seems to refer to 
the descent into Hell, and we thus have a natural chronological 
sequence 0aparw0els-fwo'll"ot1)0ds-'ll"op<u0<1s-(o, avaurao-ews} 'll"opeuOEls 
ei~ oVpav6v. 

EK~pu~EV is constantly used of preaching the Gospel but never of 
proclaiming bad tidings. So here it probably means good tidings, of. 
•ini-Y'Y•Xlo-81) P<Kpo'is, iv. 6. 

20. 'll"OTE. The da.ys of their disobedience are described as being 
long past at the time when the tidings was preached to them. 

d'll"e~SixETo is read by nearly all Greek MSS. The reading of the 
T.R. ii'll"a~ i~•illx•ro seems to have been a conjectural reading of 
Erasmus-but ii'll"a.~ eMxero is read by some cursives ; a'll"at would 
imply that the time of Noah was the only occasion when God 
exercised such patience. 

a1reKillxeo-Oa., is used several times by St Paul of Christians waiting 
for the return of Christ etc. but except in this verse the object or 
person waited for is always expressed. 

els ijv is probably a '' pregnant construction''= by entering into 
which ark, cf. Mk xiii. 16; Acts vii. 4; 1 Pet. v. 12 etc. It is not 
probably governed by o,eucl,0710-av (as Dr Bigg suggests who contrasts it 
with €ls O,ov which he connects with o-cl,f«}. 

lf,vxa.C is used of living persons in Genesis xlvi. 22 and Acts ii. 41, 
vii. 14, xxvii. 37; Rom. xiii. 1. 

o,a.o-Jf«11 is used of making a persari perfectly wlwle, Mt. xiv. 36; 
Lk. vii. 3, of St Paul being brought safely through to Felix, Acts xxiii. 
24, and of escaping safe to land, Acts xxvii. 44, xxviii. 1, 4. 

61.' 'u8a.ToS might mean merely, were brought safely through the 
water. But more probably it means were saved by means of water. 
The same water which drowned the guilty bore in safety the inmates 
of the ark. This makes the analogy with the water of Baptism more 
forcible. So in the first prayer in our Baptismal Office, "Almighty 
and everlasting God, who of thy great mercy didst save Noah and his 
family from perishing by water," the words "by water" should 
probably be connected with "save" and not with "perishing." The 
prayer specifies three instances in which God has employed "water" 
mystically (a) the Flood, (b) the Red Sea, (c) the Baptism of Jesus. 

NOTE. For similar instanr,es where the meaning of o-wseu9a, S«i has been 
disputed, cf. 1 Cor. iii. 15 <Tw911u~Ta.i oVTw SE W~ tSta np,.is--where the sense is 
probably not saved as it were by means of fire but escape as it were through 
the ji1·e like a man whose house is burned over his head; 1 Tim, ii. 15 o-wlhjcreTa, 
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ll .. , >>1< , .. ,oyo,,ae, which might mean that woman shall be brought safely 
through the pain and peril of childbearing-but more probably=saved by 
means of the childbearing, which was pa,rt of the penalt;y of woman's sin (Gen. 
iii. 16), but by which she has attained her truest digmty, especially when it 
culminated in the childbearing by woman of the Incarnate Son of God. 

21. cl is omitted by ~ * 73 aeth. but is read by all the best 
authorities. The T.R. reads~ which is found in several cursives, and 
Hort regards 8 as a primitive error for rp on the ground that it is 
impossible to take anLTv,rov as an epithet agreeing with f3d:rrTUrµ,a and 
scarcely less difficult to take it with ii as the R.V. which (water) after 
a true likeness (or antitypically). But dnlTv,rov may be taken as a 
neuter substantive and not as an adjective, which antitype namely 
Baptism. In this case Baptism would not be the dvrlrv,rav of which 
the Flood was the rv,ros, but both the Flood and Baptism are regarded 
as the avr/rv,rav or earthly copy of the sa.me spiritual reality, namely 
death unl-o sin as the prelude to new birth unto righteousness. 

dvn'..,.,,,,,.ov. Cf. Hebrews ix. 24 where the copies of the things in 
the heavens u,ro/5,l,yµ,ara rwv ev ra,s avpdva,s, i.e. the earthly tabernacle 
and its accessories, are described as dvrlrmra rwv dX110,vwv because 
they corresponded to "the pattern (-rii,ros) in the mount" which was 
shewn to Moses. 

In 2 Clement xiv. the visible Church in its external bodily form 
(crdpf) is the earthly copy (ro avrlrv,rov) of the spiritual Church 
(rl, av0evnKov), and Lightfoot, p. 247, explains that ro avOevnKov 
means the autograph letter, the original document in God's own 
handwritmg, as it were, of which the a.vrirv1rov is the blurred 
transcript. So in Irenaeus i. 5, 6 the Church is described by 
the Valentinians as a.vrlrv,rov r~• if.vw t«KX11crfos. Again, in the 
Apostolic Constitutions v. 14, vi. 30, vii. 25, and other Fathers, 
the Bread and Wine in the Eucharist are described as civrlrv,ra 
of the Body and Blood of Christ. Cyril of Jerusalem speaks of 
Baptism as the an!nr,rov of Christ's sufferings, while Caesarius 
describes Baptism as the dvrlrv,rov of Circumcision. Other writers 
speak of the brazen serpent as the cin!rv,rov of Christ. 

In all these passages therefore (except Caesarius) the avrlrv,rav 
is the copy as opposed to the reality, and naturally inferior to it. In 
this passage, however, we can hardly imagine that St Peter regards 
the Flood as the pattern (ru,ros), of which Baptism is merely the 
copy, dvrlrv,rav. Therefore, as suggested above, it seems better to 
take avrlrv,rav as a substantive. The same earthly copy, namely, 
saving by means of water, which was presented in the Flood, is again 
presented in Baptism. Now, as then, it represents the same heavenly 
original, life issuing out of death. This rendering enables us to 
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retain the usual meaning of aPTlrv,rov. Lightfoot ( Clement ii. 24 7) 
however regards dnlrv1ro• here as the finished work of which the 
Flood was only the rough model, r61ros. In support of this view it 
may be argued that rv,rM does sometimes mean the copy and not the 
pattern, e.g. Acts vii. 43, the images {r61ro,) of your gods; 1 Cor. x. 
6, 11, the experiences of Israel in the wilderness happened, rv,r,Kws, 
i.e. as earthly copies of spiritual originals. Rom. v. 14, Adam is the 
r61ros of Christ. So here, it is said, the Flood, in which by the self
same water the guilty world was destroyed while the inmates of the 
ark were borne in safety by it, was an earthly picture (ru1ros) of death 
unto sin and new birth unto righteousness, of which Baptism is the 
true expression, dnlnnrov. The objections to this view, however, are 
(a) that it is contrary to the general use of rl.vr/rv,rov ; (b) that Baptism 
is not in itself "the original," but only " the outward and visible 
sign," and the "means whereby we receive" the inward and spiritual 
grace of death unto sin and new birth unto righteousness. 

a-a.pK<>i &:rr68Ea-LS p{rrrou. ,;apKos might be governed by pv,rov, 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, as A.V. and R.V., or it might be 
putting away of filth on the part of the flesh (subjective genitive). 

d,,r68Ea-,s, the substantive occurs again only in 2 Pet. i. 14, of 
"putting off the tabernacle .of the body," i.e. death. So here it 
might be equivalent to 8avarw8<is uapKl, the death of the old self in 
Baptism as contrasted with the new birth, ot' dvacrrdcr,ws 'I17crou 
Xp,urou. But the addition of f,6,rov makes this improbable; of. Jas i. 
21. The meaning probably is that the saving efficacy of Baptism cannot 
be obtained by the mere cleansing of the body (such as was effected by 
Jewish ceremonial washings and circumcision), but a right attitude of 
the conscience toward God is demanded. If any contrast between 
Baptism and Circumcision is suggested here, as in Col. ii. 11, we may 
compare St Peter's speech at the Apostolic Conference, Acts xv. 9, 
where, in arguing against the necessity of imposing circumcision 
upon Gentile converts, he reminds his hearers of the case of Cornelius, 
where " God made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed 
their hearts by faith'' (though their bodies were still unclean from the 
Jewish point of view). 

o-uvE,S~a-tws uya8~s. Of. iii. 16; Acts xxiii. 1; 1 Tim. i. 5, 19. 
In Heb. ix. 14 the cleansing of the conscience from dead works by the 
blood of Christ is contrasted with the cleansing of the flesh by Jewish 
ordinances. 

hrEpolT1Jfl,O. Et<;; 8Eov. ei~ e,r,, must almost certainly be taken either 
with e,repwr17µri or with cruvEL0110-ews d-ya8ijs and not with uw/;,i (as 
Bigg in antithesis to 1J,~uwll110-av €Is r¥ KL{'Jwrov). 
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The following renderings have been suggested : 

(a) Prayer to God proceeding from a good conscience. 
(u) Prayer to God for a good conscience. 

81 

(c) The inquiry (or appeal) of a good conscience toward God, 
R.V. margin. 

(d) The answer of a good conscience toward God, A. V. 
(e) The interrogation of a good conscience toward God, R.V. 

The substantive hupwn7µ.a occurs nowhere else in the N.T. and 
only once in Theodotion's version of Dan. iv. 17. The demand (or 
matter), viz. the judgment upon Nebuchadnezzar, is by the word of 
the holy ones, i.e. the angels. 

The verb br,pw-rfi• is frequently used in the N. T., but always in the 
sense of asking a question except in Matt. xvi. 1, of demanding a sign. 
In the LXX. hrepw-r[jv is used in Ps. cxxxvii. 3 of demanding a song, 
but as addressed to God it means to " enquire of " or " consult." So 
in Is. !xv. 1, quoted in Rom. x. 20, iµ.rj,av~s i-yevbµ.r,v ro,s cµ., µ.~ 
hrepw-rw,m. This is the only passage in the N.T. w-here the verb is 
used with reference to God. 

The only passage in the LXX. where l1r<pw-rfiv Eis is used is in 
2 Sam. xi. 7 of David enquiring after the welfare (•l• Elp0vr,v) of Joab 
and the army. 

There is therefore not much support for the rendering, inquiry, 
appeal, or prayer of a good conscience addressed to God, and none 
apparently for the A. V. rendering "answer," taking l1r,pw-rr,µ.a as the 
thing asked for, i.e. the answer. In late Byzantine writers on law 
i1repw-rriµ.a is used for a "stipulation" or "agreement," and this 
would give a good sense here, but there is no evidence for this use of 
the word at the time when thiB Epistle must have been written. 
Very possibly it refers to the questions and answers in Baptism-the 
"interrogation" whether the candidates have repentance and faith, 
which virtually constitute " a good conscience toward God." 
Robinson (Eph. v. 26) suggests that iv f,0µ.cm in that passage refers to 
some form of Baptismal confession. 

The confession of faith demanded from the eunuch, Acts viii. 37, 
although only a Western insertion, is at least early evidence that such 
interrogations were usual, and the original use of creeds was as a 
Baptismal profession. The usual formula was d1rord,ro71 r,j '1;arav,i; 
Dost thou renounce Satan? to which the answer was ti.1rord,r,ro,ua,. 

,rw-rM,ry -r,i, Xp,,,-r.;;; Dost thou join the ranks of Christ'/ to which 
the answer was ,rvvrd.,r,roµ.o.i, and then a creed was recited in answer to 
an enquiry as to the candidate's faith. Some such interrogation or 
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examination to test whether the conscience was in right relationship 
toward God (a-yaOij, <YvP<1071rr,w, ,is 1/eov) St Peter regards as the 
necessary condition to obtain "saving " grace in Baptism, as con
trasted with a mere ceremonial cleansing of the body such as was 
practised by both Jews and heathen. Compare St Peter's words to 
Simon Magus just after he had received the outward rite of Baptism, 
"thy heart is not right before God." So now, even in Infant 
Baptism, the sponsors, as representing the child, are required 
publicly to acknowledge that repentance, faith and obedience are the 
necessary conditions for continuing in the state of salvation to which 
we are admitted by Baptism. 

6,.' d11a.CTTdCTEO>S. The "new birth unto righteousness" involved in 
this right relationship to God is only ours in virtue of Christ's 
resurrection, and this is symbolized in Baptism. When the person 
baptized sinks under the water the death and burial of his old self is 
represented. When he emerges from the water he is regarded as 
rising to a new life. This idea is expanded in detail by St Paul 
in Romans vi. 3 ff. Cf. also Col. ii. 12. Possibly the same 
idea may be intended in the difficult words, "What shall they do 
that are baptized for the dead?" 1 Car. xv. 29, which some critics 
interpret to mean that in Baptism men act on behalf of their 
own dead selves; they represent their death and resurrection, and 
this becomes an acted farce if any resurrection of the dead is an 
impossibility. 

St Peter shews so many apparent traces of the Epistle to the 
Romans that St Paul's language in Rom. vi. almost certainly 
influenced him in this section. But we have no right to assume that 
this idea of Baptism, as representing death and resurrection with 
Christ, was originated by St Paul. He appeals to it as a thought 
which must surely be familiar (,i ci-yvoe,n <in, Rom. vi. 3) to his 
readers in Rome, although he had never yet preached there himself. 
Therefore it may have been a favourite theme of other Christian 
teachers, although the elaboration of it was probably due to St 
Paul. 

22, 05 iCTTw Ell 6~Lq: 8Eoii. Some MSS. of the Vulgate and the 
Latin writers, Augustine, Fulgentius, Cassiodorus and Bede, add 
the words '' having swallowed up death that we might be made heirs 
of eternal life,'' but there is no Greek authority for this addition. 
The first part of it may be derived from Is. xxv. 8, quoted by St Paul, 
1 Cor. xv. 54, Karen-01/11 a 0o.,aro, <i• ><Ko,. The second clause may 
be based upon 1 Pet. i. 3, o civa')'<P>~<ras iJµii, .•. lit' a11MTO.<Y<W• 'I11uou 
Xp1,rToiJ h P<Kpwv <is K')..1/povoµla, •.• , and the phrase KA11po,oµc,, ,1w,)• 
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aUmov occurs in Matt. xix. 29; Mk x. 17; Lk. x. 25, xviii. 18; cf. 
Tit. iii. 7. 

Possibly there may be a double purpose in this reference to the 
Session of Christ at God's right hand: 

(a) That as it was to present us to God thatChrist died, therefore 
the Christian who claims in Baptism to share Christ's resurrection 
must set his affections on things above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God, of. Col. iii. 1. 

(b) That suffering and death culminated in glory in Christ's case, 
and the same will be true for His followers. 

The doctrine of Christ's Session at the right hand of God is based 
upon our Lord's application to Himself of Ps. ex. 1, " Sit thou on 
my right hand," etc. It is stated in Mk xvi. 19, in St Peter's 
speeches in .A.cts ii. 33, 34, v. 31, by St Paul in Rom. viii. 34, Col. 
iii. 1, and Eph. i. 20, where there is a similar mention of the sub
ordination of angelic powers. Cf. also Heh. i. 3-13, viii. 1, x. 12, 
xii. 2. 

woT«'{EVTOIV avT.;; 6-yyEAfllv KO.L lfovcrL<0V Kut 8vvcl.p,E01V, R.V. 
angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him. 
Possibly, however, a-y-yl)""" may govern the two substantives which 
follow, as in the Book of Henoch lxi. 10, a book of which St Peter 
seems to shew other traces, '' angels of power and angels of princi
palities " are mentioned among the various grades of angels. 

For {i,rorn-yevrwv cf. 1 Cor. xv. 27; Eph. i. 22 ; Heh. ii. 8, all of 
which passages are based upon Ps. viii. 7, which originally described 
the sovereignty of man. 

For the exaltation of Christ above all grades of angels, of. Eph. i. 
21 ; Rom. viii. 38 ; Col. ii. 10, and in Col. i. 16 various grades of 
angels are described as having been created by, in and for Christ . 

.A.DDITIONAL NOTE .A.. 

The Descent into HelL 

In the Gospels the only passage which bears upon the subject is 
the promise to the penitent thief, " 'fo-day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise," Lk. xxiii. 43. 

In St Paul we have three possible allusions to the subject : 

Rom. x. 7, "Say not ... who shall descend into the abyss, that is 
to bring Christ up from the dead?" 

Rom. xiv. 9, "For to this end Christ died and lived again that 
He might be Lord of both the dead and the living." 

F2 
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Eph. iv. 9, "Now this, He ascended, what is it but that He 
also descended into the lower parts of the earth?" This 
verse might, however, merely mean that Ch1·ist came down 
from heaven to the lower sphere of this earth, and so refer to 
the Incarnation (but see Robinson, ad Zoe.). 

In St Peter, 
Acts ii. 27, 31, In his speech on the day of Pentecost St Peter 

quotes Ps. xvi. 8-11, " Thou wilt not leave my soul in 
Hades," and shews that it was true of Christ. 

In this Epistle, 

iii. 19 states that Christ, being put to death in the flesh but 
quickened in spirit, went in that spirit and preached to the 
spirits in prison who were disobedient in the days of Noah. 

iv. 6 states that good tidings was preached to the dead in order 
that, despite their judgment in the flesh, they may live 
according to God in the spirit. 

The only N.T. writer therefore who says anything about the 
object of our Lord's descent into Hades or of His work there is 
St Peter. We have, however, no evidence as to the source from 
which he derived his teaching. According to early Jewish con
ceptions there were social and national distinctions in Sheol, and in 
the second century B.c. moral and ethical distinctions between the 
righteous and the wicked among the dead were introduced, but there 
was no idea of any moral improvement or possibility of change in the 
condition of the dead. Unless, therefore, we are prepared to treat 
St Peter's words merely as a pious conjecture, we must believe either 
that he learned these mysterious facts from the mouth of the Risen 
Lord Himself, or that it was specially revealed to him '' not by flesh 
and blood bnt by the Father in heaven.'' 

In the Early Fathers the descent of Christ to Hades is constantly 
referred to. 

In the Apocryphal Gospel of Peter three men are seen coming 
forth from the tomb, two of them supporting the other, and a cross 
following them; and the head of the two reached to heaven, but that 
of Him who was led by them overpassed the heavens. And they 
heard a voice from the heavens saying, "Thou didst preach (lK~pvfa•) 
to them that sleep," and a response was heard from the Cross, "Ye11." 

Ignatius (ad Magn. rx.) says, "Even the prophets, being His 
disciples, were expecting Him as their teacher through the Spirit. 
And for this c11use He whom they rightly awaited when He came 
raised them from the dead" (cf. ad Philad. IX.). 
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Justin Martyr (Dial. 72) quotes a passage from Jeremiah, "The 
Lord God remembered His dead people of Israel, who lay in the 
graves and descended to preach to them His own salvation." This 
passage he accuses the Jews of having cut out from their copies of 
the Scriptures. It does not, however, occur in any extant MSS. 
of the LXX., but Irenaeus quotes it several times (once as from 
Isaiah, once as from Jeremiah, and in other passages anonymously 
(see iii. 20, iv. 22, 33, v. 31), in the last of which he definitely 
connects the preaching with the three days between the Crucifixion 
and the Resurrection). Irenaeus says nothing, however, about the 
Jews having cut out the words, and, from the fact that he assigns 
them to two different prophets, it would seem that the words were 
no_t contained in the current text of the LXX. If we could assume 
that this passage was known to St Peter, he might be referring to it, 
but there is no sufficient evidence for this, and St Peter's reference to 
those who were disobedient in the days of Noah would not be 
explained by this passage. 

Irenaeus also (iv. 27) relates a discourse which he heard from 
"an elder" (i.e. a Christian of the generation before his own) who 
had heard it from personal companions of the apostles and their 
disciples, "that the Lord descended to the parts beneath the earth 
preaching His Advent there also and declaring remission of sins as 
available for those who believe in Him ; but those have believed in 
Him whose hopes were set on Him, that is, those who foretold His 
Advent, just men and prophets and patriarchs." 

Hermas (Sim. Ix.) describes the apostles and first teachers of the 
Gospel as preaching to those who had previously fallen asleep, of 
whom he mentions the prophets and the ministers of God as well as 
the first two generations of mankind which preceded them. 

Clement of Alexandria (Strom. n. 9), quoting the above passage of 
Hennas, extends the preaching to pious heathen as well as Jews, 
and in Strom. VI, 6 he says that the Apostles followed the example of 
our Lord by preaching in Hades, but, while Jesus preached there 
only to the Jews, they addressed themselves to the righteous 
heathen. 

In the Apocryphal Preaching of Thaddeus to Abgarus King of 
Edessa, quoted in Eusebius H. E. I. 13, Christ is stated to have de
scended into Hades and burst the bars which from eternity had not 
been broken, and raised the dead, for He descended alone, but rose 
with many, and thus ascended to His Father. 

Tertulllan, de Ani1na 55, speaking of the days between the death 
and resurrection of Christ, says '' He descended to the lower pa.rts of 
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the earth that there he might make patriarchs and prophets partakers 
of Himself." 

Hippolytus, de A.ntichristo 45, represents John the Baptist after 
his death as preaching in Hades that the Saviour will come there also 
to deliver the souls of the saints. 

Origen (contra Celsum u. 43) says, "With His soul stripped of 
His body Christ associated with souls stripped of their bodies, 
converting to Himself those even of them who were willing or those 
who for reasons which He Himself knew were more fitted for it.'' 

In the Apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemus, the date of. which is un
certain, but which may be based upon a second century work, the two 
sons of the aged Symeon are described as having been raised from the 
dead, and giving an account of Christ's work in Hades, that He 
delivered Adam from the penalty of his sin, and brought the patriarchs 
from a lower to a higher blessedness, and emptied the prison house 
and set the captives free, and erected the Cross in the midst of Hades 
that there also it might preach salvation. 

Ma.rcton accepted the descent of Christ into Hades, but, according 
to his opponents, regarding the Demiurge, the God of the O.T., as a 
different God from the God of the N.T., he maintained that the 
righteous men and prophets under the old dispensation, as being 
subjects of the Demiurge, refused to listen to Christ's preaching, and 
only Cain and the other wicked characters of the O. T. listened and 
were saved. 

Athanasius (de Incarnatione), arguing against the Apollinarians, 
who denied that Christ had any human spirit (,rvd)l-'a), says that the 
Lord appeared in Hades in an incorporeal state to shew the souls 
there present the presence of His own soul as having received the 
bonds of death, so that He might burst the bonds of the souls which 
were held fast in Hades. 

Gregory Nazianzen inquires whether we are to suppose that Christ, 
appearing in Hades, did save all without exception, or did save there, 
as He does here, only such as believed. 

Cyril of Alexandria, in commenting on Jn xvi. 16, says, "After 
three days He came to life again, having preached also to the spirits 
in prison. For thus there was the fullest manifestation of His love 
to men, I mean, in the fact that He not only saved those who were 
still alive upon the earth, but also to those who had already departed 
and were seated in darkness in the recesses of the abyss He preached 
deliverance as it is written." 

Also de Incarnatione he says that the soul of Christ went to Hades 
and appeared also to the spirits there. 
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Jerome, commenting on Ephesians, says that our Lord and 
Saviour descended into Hell that He might lead with Him in triumph 
to heaven the souls of the saints that were shut up in prison. 

Augustine, in his letter to Euodius 164, argues that the prophets 
and patriarchs were already in happiness and enjoyed the presence of 
God, and therefore needed no translation by the descent of Christ to 
Hades. Others who were in the pains of hell were released, but it 
would be very rash to suppose that Christ released all whom He 
found there. But Augustine confesses himself to be very doubtful 
whether 1 Pet. iii. 19 can be satisfactorily explained as referring to 
the descent into Hell, and he suggests the possibility of its referring 
to the Spirit of Christ preaching to the world in the days of Noah. 

In Creeds the clause "He descended into Hell " is not contained 
in the Nicene Creed. It occurs first in the creed drawn up by the 
Homoeans at Sirmium to be presented to the Western Council at 
Ariminum 359, "He descended into Hell {eis ra. Kanix6ov,a) and dis
posed matters there ; at the sight of whom the door-keepers of Hades 
trembled." 

In Western Creeds the clause first occurs in the Creed of Aquileia, 
as given by Rufinus about 400 A.D. He states that it was not con
tained in the Creed of Rome nor in the Eastern Creeds, but argues 
that it was meant to be included in the statement that Christ was 
buried. He quotes this passage of St Peter in support of it. 

In the Articles of 1563 the English copy runs as follows, "As 
Christ died and was buried for us, so also it is to be believed that He 
went down to Hell. For the body lay in the sepulchre until the 
resurrection, but His ghost departing from Him was with the ghosts 
that were in prison or in hell, and did preach to the same, as the place 
of St Peter doth testify." In the Latin form of the article there had 
been an additional clause that "by His descent the Lord did not 
deliver any from prison or from torment." In our present 3rd article 
only the first sentence of the above article is retained, but this passage 
of St Peter is still appointed as the Epistle for Easter Eve, implying 
that it is to be interpreted of the work of Christ between His death 
and resurrection. 

ADDITIONAL N01•E B ON iii. 19. 

Other interpretations of this confessedly difficult passage are 
A. 'fhat it does refer to the descent into Hell, but {l) the 

"preaching" was a proclamation of condemnation and not an offer 
of pardon. The objections to this view are that in iv. 6 (which most 
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probably refers to the same "preaching") good tidings (ei.\<t')'')'<Mcr017) is 
stated to have been preached to the dead. Also K'f/p6crcrav is the word 
used in the Gospels of "proclaiming the Gospel of the kingdom " 
Mt. iv. 23, "preaching repentance" Mt. iv. 17, "preaching deliver
ance to the captives ... and proclaiming the acceptable year of the 
Lord" Lk. iv. 18, 19. In the Acts and Epistles it is constantly used 
of preaching the Gospel or preaching Christ, but there is no instance 
of its use for proclaiming condemnation, and it would be hardly 
intelligible in that sense here without some words to explain it. 

Or {2) that the good news was only preached in Hades to the 
spirits of the righteous, such as Abel, Abraham and other 0. T. saints. 
This was a favourite idea in early writers (e.g. the Gospel of Nicodemus, 
Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Tertullian). But the context expressly defines 
the spirits to be "those who were disobedient in the days of Noah." 
There is no hint whatever that O.T. saints in general are intended, 
and iv rf,uXaKii could hardly mean in God's safe keeping (cf. "The 
souls of the righteous are in the hands of God'') nor, as Calvin 
suggested, the watch tower from which the souls of the righteous in 
Hades were eagerly looking for the advent of their deliverer. 

Or (3) that the passage does refer to those who perished in the 
Flood, but only to those who turned to God in their dying agony. But 
St Peter makes no allusion whatever to their repentance, but only to 
their disobedience. 

Or (4) a more tenable interpretation would be to explain "the 
spirits in prison" as meaning evU angels whose influence was para
mount in the world in the days of Noah, cf. Gen. vi. 2, "The sons of 
God saw that the daughters of men were fair," etc. This seems to 
have been generally understood of immoral intercourse between angels 
and women, which caused the destruction of the world by the Flood. 
In the Book of Henoch there are constant references to this sin of the 
angels, and in Chapter lxvii. "the angels who have shewn injustice 
and who led astray are shewn to Noah inclosed in a flaming valley, 
but the waters of judgment are a healing of the angels and a death to 
their bodies." St Peter seems to shew traces of the Book of Henoch 
in other passages and there is some slight similarity between this 
description in Henoch and St Peter's words, iv. 6 "judged in the flesh 
after the pattern of men but living in the spirit after the pattern of 
God." St Jude, who quotes the Book of Henoch by name, says, v. 6, 
"Angels which left their proper habitation, he hath kept in ever
lasting bonds under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." 
But this would give no support to the view that the spirit of Christ 
preached to them during His descent into Hell. 
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B. Another interpretation, supported in one passage by Augustine 
and also by Aquinas and Bishop Pearson, is that the passage does not 
refer to the descent into Hell at all, but to the preaching of the Spirit 
of Christ in the world in the preaching of Noah. In i. 11 the Spirit 
of Christ is described as working in the prophets of the O.T., and it is 
true that it was by the indwelling Spirit of Christ that Noah was 
a preacher (K/2pv~) of righteousness. 

But the objections to this view are: 

(1) That it destroys the natural sequence of thought in the 
passage, in which 0avaTw0Eis, 1wo11"0,110<ls, 11"opev0els, eK/2pvfE seem most 
naturally to describe successive stages in the work of Christ, whereas 
this view would refer the "preaching" to the distant past. 

• (2) 11"opw0els like 1ropev0eis ,ls oupavlw in 22 suggests the idea of 
a "journey'' or change of sphere such as the descent into Hades 
rather than the omnipresent work of Christ in the world before the 
Incarnation. At the same time we must not introduce too materialistic 
ideas of space in dealing with the unseen world either of Hades or of 
Heaven. 

(3) 'fhe recipients of the proclamation are described as ,rveuµ,a,nv 
iv ,pvAaKy and this can hardly mean "those who were living men at 
the time when they received the message but are now spirits in the 
prison-house of Hades." Nor is it likely that the contemporaries of 
Noah in their lifetime would be described as " spirits confined in 
the prison-house of sin and unbelief or in the prison-house of the 
body." 

(4) The spirit in which Christ preached is identified with that in 
which He was quickened by the death of His flesh, and thus most 
naturally means His human spirit-whereas His work in the world in 
the days of Noah could only be that of His divine Spirit. 
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CHAPTER IV 

1. o;v sums up the various lessons drawn from the sufferings of 
Christ in the preceding verses iii. 18-22, that suffering in the flesh 
is (a) a termination of the regime of sin, (b) an opportunity for new 
and wider service in the spirit, (c) the prelude to future glory. 

-rra.96vTos cra.ptcL, refers to cl.1re80.v,v, 0o.vo.rw0ds <1apKi in iii. 18. 
-n;v a.ilTrjv bvo1a.v oTr>..cua.cnlE, arm yourselves with the same attitude 

of mind towards suffering with which Christ armed Himself to face 
suffering and death, cf. Heb. xii. 2 ff.; Phil. ii. 5 ff. 

#vvo,o. only occurs again in Heb. iv. 12 where it refers to the action 
of the reason as opposed to i!v06µ7Jrm the action of the affections. 

01rXl!;nv occurs nowhere else in the N.T. but Ka8w1rX,<1µlvos is used 
of "the strong man armed" Lk. xi. 21, and the Christian's armour is 
referred to in Eph. vi. 11; 1 Thes. v. 8; Rom. xiii. 12. 

0T1 might be translated that= arm yourselves with the thought that, 
but more probably it means because. 

6 -rra.9~v ua.ptcL -rrE-rra.llTa.1 ci114PT£a.1s. Bigg explains this to mean 
'' he that in meekness and fear bath endured persecutions, rather than 
join in the wicked ways of the heathen, can be trusted to do right; 
temptation has manifestly no power over him." He denies any 
connexion between this passage and St Paul's words, Rom. vi. 7 o 'Yap 
cl.,ro8avwv adiirnlwm, cl.1ra ri/s aµo.prlas, In Romans St Paul is borrowing 
a Rabbinic formula, "When a man is dead he is free from the law 
and the commandments." Delitzsch describes this as a well-known 
locus co1n11mnis or stock phrase, and in this case St Peter's language 
might be independent of St Paul's. But this is hardly possible in 
view of the numerous coincidences with Romans in other parts of the 
Epistle, and a careful comparison shews that St Peter is following 
the same line of thought as St Paul. St Paul's argument is that in 
Baptism the Christian professes to have shared in Christ's death and 
resurrection. Now Christ died to sin once and for all (eq,,hro.~). He is 
no longer unde1· the dominion of death_ He lives unto God. So the 
baptized Christian is ideally dead to the regime of sin. Death has 
cancelled the old bonds of slavery. If sin tries to reclaim him as his 
slave, sin will lose his suit on the ground that the slave is dead. He 
is acquitted against the claims of sin and is therefore bound to live 
nnto God and not revert to the old life of sin. 
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Similarly St Peter has just described Christ as having died (or 
suffered) for sins once (il..-o.f) to present us to God (cf. ii. 24, "who 
himself bare our sins in his body upon the tree that we having died 
(d...-0-y.,,,lµa,01) unto sins might live unto righteousness"). His death 
in the flesh was the quickening of His spirit for new service to God 
with whom He now reigns in glory.· Then, having shewn how the Flood 
symbolized the termination of the old guilty world and the salvation 
of Noah's family for a new and purified world, St Peter describes the 
same putting off of defilement and resurrection to live with a good 
conscience toward God as being symbolized by Baptism. That is 
the ideal to which Christians are pledged in Baptism, but it is an ideal 
which needs to be realized by painful efforts and watchful prayer, so 
long as they still live in the flesh. Bodily sufferings, instead of being 
resented as a hardship and a hindrance, should be welcomed as a factor 
in emancipating man from the thraldom of sin and enabling him to 
live unto God in the spirit. Though they still have to live in the 
flesh their life must no longer be regulated by the wayward desires of 
men but by the will or God. 

l!. Ets TO may be taken (a) with b..-Xl,raaB, in order that ye should 
no longer live, etc. as R.V., or (b) as A.V. and R.V. marg. with 
1rbro.1mu that he should no longer live, etc. 

e1ntlvp.la.Ls, the many variable lusts of men are contrasted with the 
single unvarying purpose of God. So Heracleon ap. Origen on 
Jn tom. xx. 24 says that the devil has not /J{/\rJµo. but i1r1/Juµlo.,. 

ji1.10a-11.L. Nowhere else in the N.'f. but of. Job xxix. 18, with an 
accusative, and absolutely in Prov. vii. 3. tllw,m=manner of life 
Acts xxvi. 4. 

folAo,'ll'ov, here only in N. T. 
3. 6.pKETOS yap. The -yap explains i..-l/..o,1rov, I sa.y "whst remains 

of your life "for the sinful past has been all too long. 
jiovA11p.11. T<»V 4l8voiv. The T.R. reads IJD,.rJµo. as in the previous 

verse of the will of God. The distinction between fJovll.rJµ,o. and 
/JiXTJµo., like that between tlovX«r0a., and 0{/\w,, is somewhat disputed. 
/JiXrJµo. is much more common than tloull.'Y}µa. and is constantly used 
of the will of God, though it is also used of the will of men or of the 
flesh, while tlovATJ/J,O. is used of God in Rom. ix. 19 and tlo11A€1Y0a., in 
Heb. vi. 17; Jas i. 18; 2 Pet. iii. 9, while tlovM is several times 
used of God, and in Eph. i. 11 we have Ka.Ta r71v tiouX71v Tou /J,Xfiµo.To~. 
The predominant N. T. usage seems to be that Oi/..flv denotes the will 
which proceeds from character or inclination, while tlo11Xe1Y0o.i denotes 
more deliberation. For the two words occurring together, see Mt. i. 
19, 'lw1Y71,p ... µ71 /JtXwv O.UT7/P oe,7µa.Tl1Yo., ltlovX111JTJ M0pi a'ITOAVIYO., 0.VT'i/V, 
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1 Tim. v. 12 and 14, -yaµ.,,11 IJ{Aov<1,v ... {Jo{/Aoµ.a, oiiv, cf. also 2 Pet. 
iii. 9 contrasted with 1 Tim. ii. 4. 

Twv e8voiv. Those who regard the Epistle as addressed to Jewish 
readers explain this as referring to their previous laxity in conforming 
to the customs of their heathen neighbours, but it is more natural 
if addressed to Gentiles, cf. Eph. iv. 17. 

KO.TE1pyau8a.1, to have wrought, the word is coupled with 1rote'iv and 
-.:pa<r<rftv in Rom. vii. 15 and means to put into execution or carry into 
effect. 

1rwopEvtAEvous, the perfect participle denotes walking as you have 
done until recently. 'fhe verb is generally used of a literal journey 
but of following a certain line of conduct here and in 2 Pet. ii. 10, 
iii. 3; Jude 11, 16, 18; Lk. i. 6; Acts ix. 31, xiv. 16. 

a.uekyE,a.1s=wanton immorality, shameless acts etc., Mk vii. 22; 
Jude 4; 2 Pet. ii. 2, 7; 2 Cor. xii. 21; Gal. v.19; Eph. iv'. 19 and 
in the plural in Rom. xiii. 13 where it is coupled with Kwµ.ois Kai 
µ.i/Jais. otvo,j,>..uy,a.1s, wine-bibbings, a classical word only found here 
in Biblical Greek though the verb occurs Deut. xxi. 20; Is. lvi. 12. 
It denotes excessive drinking, debauch. Kco11-01s, revellings, cf. Rom. 
xiii. 13; Gal. v. 21. 1r6To1s, earousings, drinking-parties, only here 
in the N.T. In the LXX. it is sometimes used of banquets, Gen. 
xix. 3; 2 Sam. iii. 20 ; Esther vi. 14. a.8,11-lT01s, lit. contrary to law 
and justice. In the only other passage where it occurs in the N.T. 
it is used of intercourse with Gentiles as being unlawful for Jews, 
Acts x. 28. So here those who regard the readers as Jews explain 
it to mean illegal for you to take part in, but more probably it means 
illicit, abominable deeds which are contrary to what is right (fas). 
It occurs in 2 Mace. vi. 5, vii. 1, x. 34. 

Et8.,koka.Tp£a.,s. Of idol-worship in 1 Cor. x. 14, but in Col. iii. 5 
it is used as an explanation of covetousness, greed being regarded as 
the idolatry of Mammon, cf. Eph. v. 5, 1 Cor. v. 11. In Gal. v. 20 
it is included among the works of the flesh, but, though coupled 
with sins of drunkenness and immorality, should probably be 
understood literally of tampering with false gods, the word which 
follows being tf,apµ.aKela, sorcery. Here the plural may denote various 
forms of idolatry, or the abominable vices which were so frequently 
connected with idolatry and which would be wrong for Gentiles to 
practise no less than for Jews. 

4. iv{,, wherein, in which reS'pect. 
fw,to11T1u. In the active the verb is used transitively of entel'

taining strangers, Acts x. 23, xxviii. 7; Heb. xiii. 2, and once of 
"surprising doctrines," Acts xvii, 20; cf. Poly b. 3, 114. 4; Joseph. 
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Ant. I. 1. 4. In the middle it generally means to lodge, Acts x. 6, 18, 
32, xxi. 16. But here and in verse 12 it is passive and means "are 
surprised," cf. Poly b. 1. 23. 5, etc. The surprise here attributed to 
their heathen neighbours would be hardly intelligible if the readers 
were Jews, as there is no evidence that the Jews of the Dispersion 
had so generally taken part in heathen excesses that their abandon
ment of them would excite astonishment, whereas such new strictness 
on the part of the Gentile converts would provoke criticism. 

<rt>VTPEXOVT(l)V probably denotes unrestrained indulgence, running 
headlong after, not merely concurrence. 

livO:xvaiv, only here in Biblical Greek. Philo uses the word in 
a good sense of the out-pouring of the soul, but here it means the 
excess or flood of riot in which a dissolute life pours itself out. 

tt<r(l)Tla.s from a privative and rrw!;e,v, the spendthrift character 
which squanders itself and its goods recklessly. ThiB is the definition 
adopted by Aristotle, Eth. Nie. iv. 1, 4 and it suits the description 
given of the Prodigal Son, Lk. xv. 13 !;wv cirrwrws, so also Theophylact 
on Eph. v. 18, but Clement Al. explains it as meaning the conduct of 
one who is a.rrwros, i.e. one who cannot be saved, an abandoned 
reprobate. The substantive occurs again in Eph. v, 18, olvos fv ,} 
lrrrlv arrwrta and Tit. i. 6. LXX. Prov. xxviii. 7; 2 Mace. vi. 4. 

j3>..a.a<f>TJ1'-011v-res, railing at you, reviling you, cf. Matt. xxvii. 39 :ff.; 
Rom. iii. 8. The word does not necessarily imply blasphemous 
language toward God (as in Mt. ix. 3; Acts xix. 37; Rev. xiii. 6, 
etc.), nor foul accusations against Christians, but might include 
taunts and reproaches against them as being gloomy, morose or 
fanatical. 

15. ot For this abrupt and emphatic use of the relative, cf. Rom. 
iii. 8. 

8'8ova.• or liiro8l8ova.• ll.oyov is used of rendering account in Mt. 
xii. 36; Lk. xvi. 2; Acts xix. 40; Rom. xiv. 12; Heb. iv. 13, 
xiii. 17. 

T4, rtoCJJ,(l)S icpCvovn . . The T .R. reads frotµws txon, Kp<ve1, for 
which phrase of. Acts xxi. 13; 2 Cor. xii. 14 and ;, frofp.lf lxe<P, 
2 Cor. x. 6. 

Bengel explains" Paratus est Judex; nam evangelio praedicato nil 
nisi finis restat." The living will soon have heard the Gospel, the 
dead have already done so, therefore all is ready for the judgment. 
But the reading of the best MSS. hoiµws Kpi,ovri means not so much 
that the judgment is ready to be executed but that God judges readily 
"with the unerring precision of perfect knowledge" (Chase, Hastings 
D. of B. m. 795). He knows the opportunities which He has afforded 
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to all and their consequent responsibility in accepting or rejecting His 
message. 

t,;;vrus Kut VEKpous, the judgment of '' the quick and the dead'' is 
referred to again only in St Peter's speech to Cornelius, Acts x. 42, 
where Christ is the appointed Judge and in 2 Tim.iv. I, but cf. Rom. 
xiv. 9. Here the personality of the Judge is not stated, but in i. 17, 
ii. 23 God is spoken of as judging. 

6. Els T01>TO ycl.p. eis TouTo does not refer to what precedes, viz. 
that the Gospel was preached to the dead in order that they might 
fairly be included in the judgment. That idea may perhaps be 
suggested by the 'Y¥· But wherever cl, TouTo or o,a. TouTo in the N. T. 
is followed by tva, o,rws or an infinitive it points forward to the object 
of the action, e.g. Jn xviii. 37; Acts ix. 21; 2 Cor. ii. 9; Col. iv. 8; 
Eph. vi. 33; I Pet. iii. 9; 1 Jn iii. 8. So here the object for which 
good tidings was preached to the dead was that they might live 
unto God in the spirit despite their judgment in the flesh. This 
is the same message which is being taught to the living by their 
sufferings in the flesh. 

Kut vEKpots. Various attempts have been made to explain this 
passage: 

(a) As referring to the spiritually dead in trespasses and sins 
(so Augustine, Cyril, Bede, Erasmus, Luther, etc.). But, having used 
veKpous in its literal sense of the physically dead in the previous 
sentence, it is hardly credible that St Peter here employs the word 
metaphorically. 

(b) As referring to those who have died since they heard the 
Gospel (so Bengel, who regarded it as impossible that anyone could 
receive the Gospel after death). According to this view the words 
have been explained by Van Soden as a message of encouragement, 
that Christians who received the Gospel but have since been judged 
in the flesh by dying will share in eternal life (cf.1 Thess. iv.13-18). 
Hofman, on the other hand, regards it as a warning to blasphemers, 
that those who escape punishment in this life will not be exempted 
from judgment after death. Such interpretations, however, do not 
naturally follow from the words, and if St Peter had meant to 
describe" those who have since died," he would have written KEKO<

/L'Y//Lbo,s or n0VrJKO<Itv. 

(c} Another interpretation is "those who hear the Gospel in 
their lifetime but who will be dead before they are judged." 

The most natural interpretation of the words is that good tidings 
was preached to those who were dead at the time when they received 
the message. 
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The passage must be considered in connexion with iii. 19, though 
three important differences must be noticed : 

(a) In iii. 19 one particular generation of the dead is specified, 
viz. those who being disobedient perished in the great typical judgment 
of the ancient world. Here v«pois, though not necessarily universal 
in its scope, is presumably as wide as the preceding 1wn,u 1<0.i 
ve1<povs. Many of the Fathers, e.g. Ignatius, Hermas, Clement Al., 
Irenaeus, seem to restrict the preaching in Hades to the just alone, 
but in view of the special mention of those who were formerly dis
obedient in iii. 19 it would seem as if the proclamation was made to 
all. St Peter is, however, silent as to the results of the preaching. 
In Hades, as on earth, it may have been rejected by many. 

(b) In iii. 19 the agency of Christ as the herald (.'1<,jpvi;ev), 
through His spirit quickened and set free by death, is emphasized. 
Here the agent is not specified, but the character of the message is 
defined as being good tidings (dnn-yel\ict011) and stress is laid upon 
the recipients of the message (1<0.i ve1<pois). The agent and the occasion 
may, however, be identical both in iK,jpv~•v and EU'IJ'Y'YEMctO'IJ, though 
early Fathern, e.g. Hermas and Clement Al., ascribed preaching of 
good tidings in Hades to .the Apostles. 

(c) In iii. 19 nothing is said about the purpose of the proclama
tion, whereas here it is emphasized as being in order that though 
judged in the flesh they might live in the spirit. 

lvu Kp,Owa-• ~v ... twa-, SE. The µhclause is practically subordinate 
to the Oil clause, though on the one hand they are judged yet on the 
other they may live. The aorist 1<p10wct, denotes the one crisis of 
judgment while the present 1wct, points to continuous life in the 
spirit. In one sense an who die may be regarded as "judged in 
the flesh," Cf. Wisdom iii. 4 

'' For though they be punished in the sight of men, 
Yet is their hope full of immortality." 

Possibly however, in view of the fact that the disobedient who 
perished in the Flood are specially mentioned as being preached to in 
iii. 19, the judgment in the flesh here also refers to those whose death 
was markedly a punishment. ffdpi; and ,r,eiJµ,o. are contrasted in 
iii. 18 and virtually in iii. 21 and iv. 2. 

Kami. dv8pw1rous ... KCLT« 8•ov. Ko.711 dvOpw..-ovs, cf. 1 Cor. iii. 3 
..-,p,1ro.Tehe KO.Tll 6.v/Jpw,rov = ye conduct yourselves as men do; 1 Cor. 
ix. 8; Rom. iii. 5; Gal. iii. 15 l\l-y<Lv KaT11 /i.,0pw..-ov=to speak 
according to human modes of thought, cf. 1 Cor. xv. 32; Gal. i. 11. 

,a.ro. Oe6v is used in Rom. viii. 27 of the Spirit making intercession 
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for us Kara 0eov, which might mean in the presence of God but more 
probably in accordance with God's will, cf. 2 Cor. vii. 9, 11 (xi.17 Kara 
KVpLOv), Rom. xv. 5 (Kara Xpirnov 'I,io-oOv). In Eph. iv. 24 it means 
after the image of God, cf. 1 Pet. i. 15 Karl,, rov rnMo-avra uµiis, after 
the model of Him that called you. Here the meaning might be in 
the estimation of men ... of God but more probably it means judged as it 
is fit that men should be judgfd but live as God lives. 

7-11. Having urged the necessity of terminating the regime 
of sin, St Peter next gives a summary of what life according to God in 
the Spirit should be. It is a life of sober-mindedness, of watchful 
prayer, of strenuous love, of faithful stewardship in administering 
God's varied gifts of grace, so that in all things God may be glorified 
in them as members of Christ, to whom be glory and dominion to 
endless ages, Amen. 

7. 'll"C.VTWV lle To TEll.05 ifyy•i<Ev. The mention of God's readiness 
to judge both the quick and the dead leads St Peter to remind his 
readers that the end of all things has drawn nearer. Our Lord 
compared the coming of the Son of Man to the Flood, as coming 
unexpectedly upon those who were living in careless, self-indulgent 
ease, eating and drinking, and He warned His disciples to watch 
(-yp,i-yopeire) and not prove wicked servants who eat and drink with 
the drunken. St Luke in a parallel passage represents St Peter as 
asking whether the warning to watch is addressed to all, and in reply 
our Lord shews the special responsibility of " the faithful and wise 
steward" (oiKov6µo,) who is appointed to give out food to the Master's 
household. The persecution of Christ's followers for His name and 
the preaching of the Gospel among all nations were to be signs of 
His coming and" then shall the end come," Mt. xxiv. 14. Thus 
there seem to be constant echoes of our Lord's teaching all through 
this passage of St Peter: (a) The allusion to the Flood (iii. 20 and 
? iv. 6). (b) The surprise of the Gentiles when Christians refuse to 
join in their drunkenness and immorality may be a comparison with 
the conduct of Noah's contemporaries. (c) The special responsibility 
of those who are" stewards (olKov6µo,) of the manifold grace of God." 
(d) The persecution of Christians in Christ's name as a sign that 
the judgment is beginning. (e) Indirectly the fact that his Gentile 
readers are representatives of " all the nations " to whom the Gospel 
was to be preached would be another of the signs predicted by our 
Lord that the "end had drawn nearer." 

cr.,cj,pov,jcra.TE otiv, be ye therefore of sound mind. The verb is used 
of the Gadarene demoniac being restored to his right mind, Mk v. 15; 
Lk. viii. 35, and in contrast to being "beside oneself" in 2 Cor. v. 13. 
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In Rom. xii. 3 it is opposed to ,nr,pq,po,iw and in Tit. ii. 6 it is used 
in the sense of being sober-minded. In 4 Mace. i. 31 uwq,pouv•'Y/ is 
defined as i'll"tKp<iTern rw, i'll"<IJ uµ,,w,. So here in view of the approach
ing "end of all things" Christians are bidden to be sober-minded, 
not carried away by self-indulgence nor by unhealthy excitement. 

v~if,a.TE ,ls -rrpocn\Jxa'.s, cf. Mk xiv. 38; Lk. xxi. 36. For vfr.f,are, 
cf. i. 13; all their faculties must be under control and quietly devoted 
to prayer. 

8. T1JV ... dyd1MJV EKTEV1J ixovTES. hrewi) is the predicate. It 
is assumed that they have love towards one another, but they are 
bidden to maintain it in a fervent, strenuous condition, cf. i, 22. 

EG.\JTovs. For dXX,)Xous as often in N.T. and also class. Greek. 
dyu-rr11 Ka.Av"rrTH 1rll.~&os djJ,a.pT~<»v. The words are borrowed from 

Prov. x. 12 "Hatred stirreth up strife but love covereth all trans
gressions." The LXX. however is 'll"ctPTas oe ro/.,s µ,~ q,,Xo,,.Kofwras 
Kah!l'll"Tet q,,Xia but the versions of Aquila and Theodotion read br, 
'll"auas d!J,a-las KaMy,e1 d-ya1r.,,. On the relation of this passage to 
Jas v. 20 see Intr. p. !viii. In Proverbs there can be little doubt that 
the meaning is Love refuses to see faults, it passes over without 
notice and so forgives the sins of others. St Peter's form of the 
words occurs in Clem. 1 Cor. 49 where Lightfoot explains it, Love 
forgives the sins of others, which he thinks is probably the meaning 
in St Peter. Similarly in St James he explains that the sins of the 
man who is converted are buried from the sight of God, being wiped 
out by the conversion and repentance of the sinner. 

But in 2 Clem. 16 the same words are quoted as follows: "Alms
giving is good as repentance from sin (is good). Fasting is better 
than prayer but almsgiving (is better) than both. But love covereth 
a multitude of sins and prayer from a good conscience rescues from 
death ... for almsgiving removes the load of sin." The meaning 
adopted is evidently that love atones for the sins of him who loves, 
the rest of the passage being borrowed from Tobit xii. 9 "Alms
giving rescues from death and it purgeth all sin." Cf. Daniel iv. 27 
" redeem thy sins by almsgivings and thine iniquities by acts of 
pity to the poor," Ecclesiasticus iii. 3 "He that honoureth his 
father shall atone for sins," Ecclesiasticus iii. 30 "almsgiving shall 
atone for sins," Ecclesiasticus iii. 14 "pity for a father. .. shall be 
imputed to thee for good against thy sins." Tertullian Scarp. 6 
explains the words as meaning that love wins forgiveness for a man's 
own sins, so also Origen in Hom. Lev. ii. 4, illustrating them by 
Lk. vii. 47 "Her sins which are many are forgiven her for she 
loved much." Clement Al. Paed, iii. 12 quotes the words with_ the. 
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formula PTJ<IL Consequently Resch regards them as one of the un
written sayings oI Christ, but as the preceding passages in Clement 
are quotations from the O.T. this explanation is doubtful, but in 
Dida$caiia ii. 3 the words are quoted with the formula Xl-ye1 Kupior. 
Clement Al. Strom. ii. 15 explains the words as referring to God's 
love in Christ which forgives men's sins, but in Quis div. salv. 38 he 
says that love working in a man enables him to repent and put away 
his own sins. 

For the idea that deeds of love to others affoot a man's own 
pardon, cf. Lk. xvi. 9; Mt. xxv. 34-40. On the whole the primary 
meaning in St Peter probably is that love forgives the sins of others, 
but our Lord said " If ye forgive men their trespasses your heavenly 
Father will forgive you," therefore by love which forgives others a 
man does enable God's forgiveness to be extended to himself. 

9. <l>•>-ofEvo•. The duty of hospitality to strangers, commended 
by our Lord, Mt. xxv. 35, is also enjoined in Rom. xii. 13 and Heh. 
xiii. 2. In 1 Tim. iii. 2 and Tit. i. 8 it is demanded as one of the 
special qualifications for an hrluKa1rM. In the primitive Church 
Christian travellers would be exposed to certain annoyance and 
possible danger unless the Christians of the place received them 
into their houses, and without such aid the missions of itinerant 
preachers (ci1r6urol\o,) would have been almost impossible (cf. Tit. 
iii. 13; 3 Jn 6-8, 10; Philemon 22; Rom. xvi. 1; 1 Cor. ix. 4---14}. 
At the same time such hospitality must have been a somewhat 
serious tax upon Christians who were by no means well off, and from 
the regulations given in the Didache we gather that there was before 
long a real danger that unscrupulous strangers might impose upon 
the generosity of the Church. 

So here St Peter urges his readers to exercise hospitality ungrudg
ingly, remembering that any gifts which they possess, whether in 
worldly goods or faculties for service, are only entrusted to them 
as stewards to use them for God. For the duty of giving cheerfully, 
cf. 2 Cor. ix. 7; Rom. xii. 8. In thiR latter passage, as here, 
charitable duties are coupled with those of preaching, teaching or 
ministering, as varied xapluµara given by God to the several members 
of the Body of Christ. 

For -ya-y-yvup.os cf. Phil. ii. 14. 
10. Ka.8.;s l>.a.jiEv xnp•o-tia.. The aorist most naturally refers 

to their conversion or their baptism but, if worldly goods to be used in 
hospitality are included as a xap•uµa, these would be possessed before 
conversion, and the aorist may refer to God's endowment -of· Ria 
future stewards. 
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S•a.1<011oiiVTes. 1/10.Kavei'•, li<o.Kavla and li«f.Kopos can be used of any 
kind of ministry or service. Thus our Lord uses it of His own work 
and it is used of the ministry of angels, or of prophets, 1 Pet. i. 12, 
or of· apostles, but it is specially used of ministering to the wants 
of others. The word is used both in its general and special sense in 
Acts vi. 1-4 where 1/10.Kavto. is first used of the distribution of alms 
(cf. a,aKoVE<P rpo.1rl5a,s) and then of "the ministry of the word" 
i.e. preaching. Again in Rom. xii. 7 o,aKovla is mentioned as a special 
duty, side by side with prophesying, teaching, exhortation. So here 
li,o.Kavoiivr« is first used generally of all kinds of Christian service 
and then specially et ri, iha«ovei'. 

There are such numerous echoes of Rom. xii., xiii. in 1 Pet. 
(see Int. p. lx) that there can be little doubt that in this passage 
about the use of various xo.pl11µara St Peter is borrowing from 
Rom. xii. 6 ff. but instead of employing St Paul's characteristic 
illustration of the body and its members he uses that of stewardship. 

ol1<ovcifLo•. olKovaµla means primarily " the office of a steward " 
or " household management," but the latter meaning was used in ·a 
very wide sense of any kind of provision or arrangement, cf. the 
English word " dispensation," so in Eph. i. 10, iii. 2, 9 ; Col. i. 25 
it is used of God's plan or arrangement; but in 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2, ix. 17 
St Paul speaks of his own stewardship and says that he and his 
fellow-workers should be regarded as " stewards," so Tit. i. 7 the 
ri1ri11Ko1ras must be blameless as being "the steward of God" (cf. the 
Parable of the unjust steward and Lk. xii. 42). In the latter passage 
t.he steward, though himself a slave, is evidently regarded as being in 
a position of authority over the other servants, but here St Peter 
seems to regard every man as an olKov6µas. As members of "the 
household of God '' each one is responsible for using what his 
Master has given him for the benefit of the household in accordance 
with God's "housekeeping arrangements." 

1ro•1<!ll.11s xcip•To!l. All the different gifts {xapirTp,o.ra) are bestowed 
by God's free favour (xap,s) which shows itself in a variety (1ro1KU1">1~) 
of forms (cf. 1 Cor. xii. 4-11; Rom. xii. 3-8). 

11. ef T•S 11.a.ll.£~. In classical Greek ?,.a?,.ei'v has generally a 
disparaging sense to chatter but in the N.T. it means to talk, to 
utter one's thoughts, and is frequently used of God. Where it is 
contrasted with ),.,fy,.• it denotes the sound, pronunciation or form 
of what is said while My"• refers to the meaning and substance. 
),.o;?,.ei'v is frequently used in the N.T. of teachers, of our Lord, the 
apostles and others. So here the context implies t.hat the '•speaking'' 
is a gift ot God's gra.ce- which they have to administer as stewards,. 

G2 
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and the primary reference is to the utterances of prophets or teachers, 
whether in preaching (1rpoq,11r,la), exhortation or teaching (cf. Rom. 
xii. 6-8), but other unofficial utterances of Christians may be in
cluded, such as their answers to those who demand an account of 
their hope (iii. 15) : cf. Mt. x. 20 where the Spirit of their Father is 
promised to speak in the mouth of His persecuted children. 

,/,s MyLCL 0Eov. Bigg takes X!ry,a as a nominative= speaks as 
Scripture speaks, with sincerity and gravity, but it is better to take 
M-y,a as an accusative. Anyone who undertakes to speak for God 
must do so in meekness and fear. He must remember that his 
message is not his own but God's. He must not parade his eloquence, 
nor speak lightly and thoughtlessly. 

X!ry,a occurs again in Acts vii. 38 of Moses receiving "living 
oracles," i.e. the Law at Sinai; in Rom. iii. 2 of the Jews being 
entrusted with "the oracles of God" where it probably means the 
O.T. Scriptures in general. In Heb. v. 12 the Hebrews "need to be 
taught again the rudiments of the beginning of the oracles of God," 
i.e. elementary Christian truths. In Philo X6-y,a is certainly used of 
the narrative portions of the O.T., as well as of the Law or the 
utterances of the prophets. So in Christian writers Ta, M-y,a rov 
Kvplov or Kvp,aKa X!ry,a may sometimes denote the Gospels and not 
merely "Sayings of our Lord," e.g. in Polycarp, Papias, Eusebius, 
Ephraem Syrus. 

,/,s Ef tcrxuos. Any services for others, rendered by the Christian 
as a "minister'' or servant of Christ, must be performed (a) modestly, 
because they are not due to his own strength, (b) strenuously, because 
God supplies him with strength . 

. xopTJYE• (see Robinson on Eph. iv. 16). In classical Greek xop11-yos 
means the leader of a chorus. Thence xop11-y~,v means (a) to be a 
chorus leader, (b) to furnish a chorus at one's own expense, providing 
all necessary requisites to place a play upon the stage, and so (c) in 
late Greek, Polybius, Philo, Josephus and in the LXX. it means to 
supply, provide, or equip. In the N.T. xop7J"tiiv only occurs again in 
2 Cor. ix. 10 but the compound e1r1xoP'l'l'''" is found in 2 Cor. ix. 10; 
Gal. iii. 5; Col. ii. 19; 2 Pet. i. 5, 11, and e1nxapnla in Eph. iv. 16; 
Phil. i. 19. 

tvn ... 8o~cit11Ta.L o 0Eos, cf. ii. 12 and Mt. v. 16 "that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven." 

S,cl. 'IT]crou Xpurrou. Just as the prayers of Christ's members 
are offered to .God "through Jesus Christ" a$ their Head and 
spokesman, so their good_ works reqound to. _God's glory through 
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Him. In Rom. xvi. 27 and Jude 25 glory is offered to God through 
Jesus Christ. 

If Ea-TLV ~ Sofa.. Grammatically ,;; might refer to 0eo1 but in 
2 Tim. iv. 18 a similar doxology is addressed to "the Lord," i.e. 
Christ, so also 2 Pet. iii. 18; Rev. i. 6. Therefore here, as also in 
Heb. xiii. 21, the i; may refer to 'l>1a-0D Xp,a-rov which immediately 
precedes it. ilo!a. occurs in 14 of the 16 doxologies in the N.T. and 
Kpd:ros in 6, while d~ rolls alWva.f TWv alWvwP occurs in 8 and els -rolls 
a.lwva., in 5, aµ,i• being appended to all of them, marking the formula 
as liturgical. The concluding doxology in the Lord's prayer is not 
found in the best texts either in Mt. or Lk. and is a liturgical 
addition . 

. 12 ff. Having described two of the results of Christ's sufferings 
in the flesh as being applicable also to His members, viz. (a) the 
termination of sin, (b} a life of service in the spirit, St Peter 
now begins the concluding section of his epistle with the third 
characteristic of suffering, that it is the process by which Christ's 
members are brought to glory as He was. This thought was 
introduced by the concluding words of the last section. 

Sufferings are not to be regarded with surprise, as though some 12 
strange mischance was interrupting or thwarting God's loving purpose. 
Rather they are coming to pass in the orderly fulfilment of that 
purpose. They are a refining process (of. i. 7), a trial by fire intended 
to test the genuineness of Christians. In proportion as they have 13 
a personal share in the sufferings of the Christ they should rejoice, 
as a preliminary to the exultant joy which will be theirs when the 
glory of Christ, as the Head of manhood made perfect in Him, is 
revealed. 

It is a happy thing to be reproached in the name of Christ, as 14 
belonging to Him. Suffering is the distinctive characteristic of 
glory under present conditions. Those who bear the reproach of 
His Name are, as it were, the House of God, the Sanctuary (cf. ii. 5) 
on which the Shekinah and the Spirit of God are resting. But care 15 
must be taken that it really is Christ's reproach which they bear, 
To suffer for some crime or for unwarranted interference in the affairs 
of others would only be a disgrace. But to suffer 11s " a Christian " 16 
is no disgrace. Rather it is a title by which they may glorify God. 

(In announcing the coming judgment upon Israel Ezekiel described 
" the end as come " (vii. 2) and the judgment as beginning " at the 
sanctuary" (ix. 6), cf. Malachi iii., where "the refining fire purifies 
the sons of Levi first before judgment descends upon sinners."} 

So now "the time is come that judgment should begin with 17 
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the house oi God." If its initial stages, as it affects ChPi6tians, are 
thus painful, how far more terrible will its final stage be for those 

18 who disobey the good news of God. If the righteous can only be 
saved thus hardly, where will the ungodly and sinners appear? 

19 Those, then, who suffer according to the will of God (and not for 
disobedience to that will) should commit their souls (or lives) into 
His keeping as a faithful creator who can be trusted not to deal 
untruly with His own handiwork. This they must do not merely 
by passive submission but by active obedience in doing what is 
good. 

12. ciy«11"1jTo! seems to introduce a fresh section as in ii. 11. 
1rvpoln, (see Intr. p. xii} not "fiery trial" but "trial by fire," 

refening to the refining of gold by smelting as in i. 7. The phrase 
is probably borrowed from Prov. xxvii. 21 ooKlµ.1011 dp-yvpfr;> Kai xpv<rri, 
1rupw<r1s, cf. Ps.xvii.3 "thou hast tried me" (<'1r6pw<ras). In the N.T. 
1rvpw<r,s occurs again only in Rev. xviii. 9-18 of the " burning'' 
or conflagration in which" Babylon is destroyed." 

For fire as a testing, purifying agent cf. Mk ix. 49 ; Lk. xii. 49 ; 
1 Cor. iii. 13. Elsewhere fire is the destroying agency of judgment. 
St Peter reverts to the theme of " suffering for righteousness' sake." 
His readers are bidden not to be amazed at it or resent it as some 
strange misfortune which is happening to them by chance (<rvµfsai
"onos). Rather it is coming to pass in the ordered sequence of 
God's purpose (-y,110µ.h17} to test and try their character. 

'{LVOjl,E"1) being without the article might be taken as a predicate, 
"do not be surprised that the fiery trial in your midst is taking 
place," but in classical Greek a complex epithet is frequently put 
partly between the article and the substantive and partly outside. 

la. Kc:dlo KowwvEiTE == in proportion as you have personal fellowship 
in the sufferings of the Christ. Christians are regarded not merely as 
suffering with (<rvµ1racrxovns} Christ (Rom. viii. 17), but as members 
of His body they have a personal share in His sufierings, cf. Phil. 
iii. 10; Col. i. 24 ; 2 Car. i. 5. Suffering was the necessary prelude 
to glory in the case of Christ their Head, therefore His members can 
rejoice in present sufferings as being the prelude to glory in which 
they too will share when it is revealed. For rejoicing in suffering 
cf. Mt. v. 12; Lk. vi. 23; Acts v. 41; 2 Cor. vi. 10; Phil. ii. 17; 
Col. i. 24, etc. 

xa.£pE-rE ba. might possibly be explained as in Jn viii. 56 "Your 
father Abraham ,j-yal\l\,ae1aro r,a == rejoiced in the effoTt to see my 
day." Abraham's joy was that of anticipation and not that of 
present realization. So the joy of Christians in suffering is prompted 
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by their anticipation of their exultation in the glory which is to 
follow. But it is simpler to regard joy in suffering as a preparation 
for the final joy. (See J. H. Moulton, Gram. pp. 205 ff,) 

xup~-rE ciyaAA•olp.Evo•. d-yaXX,ao-Oa, denotes exultant joy. Here 
such exultation is only regarded as possible when suffering culminates 
in glory, the joy during the process of suffering being of a more 
chastened character. But in i. 6, 8 d-yaXX<iie10ru is used of the 
Christian's present joy despite his griefs. The two words are com
bined in Mt. v. 12; Rev. xix. 7. 

14. d civEL8£tEa-8E Ell ov6f1-CLTL XpLO"Toii, cf. Ps. lxxxix. 50-51 
"Remember, 0 Lord, the reproach of thy servants ... wherewith they 
have reproached (w,,!/lto-a•) the footsteps of thine anointed" (rov 
Xfl<<1rofi crov), cf. also Heb, xi. 26 rov lw«{i<cr µ.lw TOV xp,crTov as pre
ferred by Moses to all the treasures of Egypt, and Heh. xiii. 13 
" hearing His reproach," also Ps. lxix. 9 " the reproaches of them 
that reproached thee are fallen upon me." This verse is an unmis
takable echo of the beatitude in Mt. v. 11. This is the only passage 
where the actual phrase {woµ.a Xp,o-Tov occurs, and it is probably 
employed beqause it is as Xfl<ITT<a•ol that they are likely to suffer, 
but of. Mk ix. 41 e, d,6µ.an on Xp,crTou ~cru and see note on v. 16. 

'l'O '1'1]S 86~1JS Ku\ TO 'l'OV 8EOV 'll'VEVfLCL icp' 1111.cis dVG.'ll'CLVE'l'CLL, So 
BKL very many cursives, !at. vg. Syr. vg. Clem. Al. Cyr. Al. Tert. 
Fulg., but the !at. vg. and Syr. vg. omit Kal. 

But t(AP many good cursives, Ath. Did. Cyp. (twice) add Ka! 

owdµ.ewr after 86;->11 and have various modifications, e.g. good cursives, 
many versions and Cyprian omit Kat ro and the best cursives Syr. hi. 
and Cyr. have ovoµ.a either instead of or combined with 1rvevµ.a, 

SyrP. reads quia nomen et spiritus gloriae et virtutis ( = ovv&.µ.,ws) 
dei. Sah.: spiritus gloriae et virtutis dei. Vg<d. : quoniam quod est 
honoris gloriae et virtutis dei et qui est ejus spiritus, where quod may 
agree with nomen understood, or ro -rijs 86f'lfS was taken in the sense 
"that which appertains to the glory." 

At the end of the verse the T.R. with KLP Vulg. Syr. hl. * The b. 
and Cyp. (twice) adds Kar/I. µiv avrous {J\a,,<f,riµ.e,Ta, Ka.ril. /l, /;µas 

oofa(enu, and in lat. codd. and Cyp. this is introduced with quod 
evidently agreeing with nomen. This addition (not found in KAB 
some cursives Vulg. some codd. Syr. vg. hl. txt. Memph. Arm. Ephr. 
Tert.) was evidently intended as an explanation of ovHofl•,,,oe l• 
o,oµan Xplcrrov. /Jn TO (6,oµ.a) rijs oofris i,P' i,µiis a,a1rav<rm. Its 
phraseology is borrowed from Rom. ii. 24 (from Is. Iii. 5) (cf. Jas 
ii. 7; Rev. xiii. 6, xvi. 9), coupled with v. 16 of this chapter /lofa.~Tw 
rlw 0,av <V r,ii ov6µ.an T06n1'• 
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It is possible that some of the numerous various readings in this 
passage were liturgical insertions borrowed from early forms of the 
Lord's Prayer. In Lk. xi. 2 D reads a-y<«(J'Ht/TW To 5voµ.rf. (Tou l,P' 
1/µo.r (d super ws). This addition of l<p' 1/µ.as Dr Hort (following 
Sanday) suggests may be a trace of a clause sometimes used in the 
Lord's Prayer, probably when the prayer was used at~• the laying 
on of hands," lMfrw TO 1rv,vµl,. (]'OU (To a-ywv) l,P' 1/µ.as (,ai ,a8ap<(TUTW 
1/µ.S.r). This addition is found in Cod. Ev. 604=700 Gregory, and the 
first part of it seems certainly to have been known to Tertullian 
(adv. Marcion. iv. 26 where the argument implies that Marcion used 
this form) and Gregory Nyss. (de Omt. Dom.), also Maximus (vu cent.). 

Dr Chase, however {Texts and Studies, l'he Lord's Prayer in the 
Early Church), argues that there were two separate developments of 
petitions in the Lord's Prayer, (a) a clause asking that the Holy 
Spirit may come upon us, used at the laying on of hands, and thence 
passing into a liturgical form used in eucharistic prayers (e.g. in the 
Didache), (b) at Baptism the clause Hallowed be Thy Name was 
expounded as being the Name To ,1r,KA'f/8lv ,,p' 1/µ.ar or a Kan(TK~vw(Tcu 
lv rais Kapoia,s 1/µ.wv (see the Eucharistic thanksgiving, Didache x.) 
cf. Jer. vii. 12 ; N eh. i. 9. 

The preceding liturgical doxology in v. 11 might not unnaturally 
suggest reminiscences of the Lord's Prayer and account for such 
insertions as Kn! ouvdµ,ws (!at. virtutis), il6~a Kai ovvaµ.,s being one of 
the earliest forms of doxology added to the Lord's Prayer (e.g. in the 
Didache). 

The absence of 1rv,fJµa or its equivalent in some texts and the 
substitution or addition of /Jvoµa may suggest that the original 
reading was merely To Tij, 06/;'f/S Tov OrnfJ or To Tij, o6i;71s -roii 8,oii 
6voµa. If no substantive was expressed ovoµa would be supplied 
from the preceding verse while 1rv,vµ.a would be a natural insertion 
from Is. xi. 2 d.va1rauu<Ta< ,,,,, avrov 1rv,uµ.a K vplov, and such an insertion 
might further be facilitated by liturgical forms of the Lord's Prayer. 
If the original reading was 0eoyoNOMA it might easily be altered into 

0€0yTTN€YMA or eeoynNA, the letters ON being omitted from their 
similarity to the preceding oy. 

To T~s 8of11s- The A.V. and R.V. supply 1r>eOµa. There is no 
parallel for the phrase To 1rv,Oµ.a -rijs 06/;11, (but cf. cl Oeor Tijs ii6i;71s, 
Acts vii. 2; TOV Kvpwv Tijs iioi;tJ,, 1 Cor. ii. 8). The Holy Spirit is 
however described as TO 1rv,Oµ.a Tijs d.X710eias, and as His work is to 
"glorify" Christ by revealing Him (Jn xvi. 14) He might in that 
sense be described as re\ 1rV<vµ.a rijs ii6/;tJs. Or Tijs 06/;'f/r may be taken 
as a title of Christ. So Mayor on Jas ii. 1 adopts a suggestion of 
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Bengel that Tijs il6fqs means that Jesus Christ is the true Shekinah or 
visible manifestation of God, just as He is the A6-yos or Word of God. 
In support of this view Bengel quotes this passage in 1 Pet. and Eph. 
i. 17, i, 0,os Tou K. +,p.wv 'I. X. ci 1ra.,.11p .,.ij, ob~'}s, and Lk. ii. 32, to which 
Mayor adds Jn i. 14; Heb. i. 3, etc. According to this view .,.1, ,rpefJµ,a 

T;js il6~1)s would mean "the Spirit of Christ who is the visible mani
festation of God," and the passage might thus be quoted in support of 
the clause in the Creed, '' who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son." But if 11nvµ,a governs r;Js /56f'1s, ml should be translated 
"even," otherwise the second To would strictly imply that the Spirit 
of God is another Spirit. 

It is therefore better to take TO ri)s ilofqs as a substantival expres
sio_n meaning "the mark or characteristic of the glory." For the 
neuter article thus used with a genitive, cf. Mt. xxi. 21, TO Ti)s rTVK'}s; 
Jas iv. 14, TO Ti)s allpwv; 2 Pet. ii. 22, To T'i)s 1rapo1µ,la,; cf. Ta Tijs 
rTapKa,, Rom. viii. 5; ra. rf/s ,lp1Jv'ls, Rom. xiv. 19. St Peter regards 
suffering as the necessary mark or characteristic of glory under present 
conditions. As members of Christ Christians will ultimately share in 
the revelation of His glory, i.e. manhood perfected and summed up in 
Christ. Here and now they participate in the preliminary stages of 
that glory by personal fellowship in His sufferings. To be reproached 
in the name of Christ is an indication that the glory is already resting 
upon them. So it was of His approaching sufferings that the Incar
nate Christ said "now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified 
in Him" (Jn xiii. 31), cf. Col. i. 24, 27; 2 Cor. iv. 17; Eph. iii. 13. 

The above idea of suffering as a characteristic of glory would be 
equally in tended if St Peter was referring to the Shekinah as the 
glory which was resting upon his readers. St Paul uses iJ ilafa in 
that sense in Rom. ix. 4 (? cf. Heb. i. 3, ix. 5; 2 Pet. i. 17). It is 
possible also that Jas ii. 1 may mean that Jesus Christ is present as 
the true Shekinah among those who are gathered together in His 
name (Mt. xviii. 20), cf. Pirke A both, iii. 3 : Whenever two men sit 
together and are occupied with the words of the Torah, the Shekinah 
is with them. 

There are also probable allusions to the Shekinah in passages 
where rTK1)P1/ and rTK1JVouv are used apparently as a transliteration of 
the Hebrew word pei, i1t;J~ e.g. Jn i. 14, o "6-yos E<TK'JVWrTEP h i)p.tv 

Kai l0earTaµ,£0a T1/V oo;av aurov. Rev. xxi. 3, lilo/J +, rTK1)V1/ TOU 0,oO p.era 
rWv dvOpWrrwv Ka.l IJK'Y}VWcrH µ.fr' a'UrWJJ. 

So in this passage St Peter goes on to describe' the sufferings of 
Christians as a judgment which begins with the House of God, 
apparently meaning the temple and referring to Ezekiel ix. 6 "begin 
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at my sanctuary." Similarly in speaking of their sufferings as a 
1rupw,m or "trial by fire" he may be alluding to Malachi iii. 1-5 
where the Lord is described as visiting His temple like a refiner's fire. 
St Peter has already described His readers as being built up as a 
1rvwµu.nKos olKos, ii. 5, and the reference to "the House of God" in 
iv.17 would be more intelligible if he had just described Christians as 
the resting-place of the Shekinah. '.l'his interpretation might give 
some support to the view that avoµu. should be understood with TO Tjjs 
ilof11r. In the O.T. "The Name of God" (see Westcott;, Epp. S. Jn, 232) 
denotes the manifestation of Himself which God has been pleased to 
give, and "the Name" and "the glory" are closely allied. 

Thus 1 Kings viii. 20, Solomon's Temple is built for "the Name 
of the Lord," and v. 21, "the glory of the Lord filled the House." 
So St Peter may mean that in bearing "the Name of Christ" Christ 
as the Sbekinah is resting upon them, and the present manifestation 
of "Christ in them " is their fellowship in His sufferings. 

It may be of interest to compare Rev. xiii. 6 where the Beast who 
makes war against the Saints is described as "blaspheming the Name 
of God and His tabernacle" (o-"'lv,j), which Andreas explains thus 
u«11vr, lil Toii Ornu ml ii iv O"ctp«I Tov M-yov <TK,jvwo-,s «u.i ii iv Tots ci-ylo1s 
ava1rctU<T<S ( cf. Vii. 15). 

15. The question whether the "suffering" referred to in this 
passage implies a legal persecution conducted by the state, and its 
consequent bearing upon the date of the Epistle has been fully 
discussed in the Introduction (p. xliii f.). It may therefore suffice here 
to give a brief summary of the conclusions which were there adopted. 

(a) That 1ra<Tx«• in other passages of this Epistle, as well as in 
St Paul's Epistles, is an inclusive word, and can denote any form of 
violence, buffetings, insults, slander, boycotting, without riecessarily 
implying organized legal persecution such as torture and execution. 

(b) That legal persecution is perhaps contemplated as a possibility 
from the fact that suffering ws Xp,o-nu.vos is coupled wi~h at least 
three legal offences (q,ovdis, KAfr-r11s, KaK01ro,6s). But the fourth word 
aXXOTp«1rl<TK01ros, which is separated from the others by the repetition 
of ws, denotes rather an alleged nuisance than a statutable offence and 
the same may therefore be true of Xp«rriu.v6s. 

(c) That, even if legal persecution for the name Christian apart 
from other imputed crimes is intended, there is no necessity to 
postulate a later date than the reign of Nero. 

tL~ ycip ... 1rCUT)(_e-r111. The 1&.p means "Take care that it really is 
Christ's reproach that you bear and do not incur suffering by any 
criminal act or social indiscretion." 
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,j,ovEils, KM'lfT'l)s, Ka.ic011"01.0s. Some would explain these as refer
ring to such false charges as were brought against Christians, cf. the 
note on ii. 12 when KaKoro,6s is certainly described as a false charge. 
But Christians would have no choice in selecting what false charges 
their accusers should employ, and the merit of suffering unjustly for 
Christ would be the same, whatever the charge might be, provided that 
it was false. Therefore here St Peter must mean " Take care that no 
such charge can be brought with truth against you" (cf. ii. 20). 
In such a country as Asia Minor in days when violence and dis
honesty were rife it might be by no means improbable that some 
imperfectly converted Christians might fall away and be guilty 
of such crimes. Clement of Alexandria tells a story of a favourite 
young convert of St John who became the leader of a band of 
brigands. 

M>-O'l'pLE'll'Co-KO'll'OS="a meddler in other men's matters" R.V. 
occurs nowhere else. In the Vulgate it is translated "alienorum 
appetitor," so Calvin and Beza '' alieni cupid us'' i.e., one who covets 
other people's money. In one of the Fayyum papyri 2nd cent. A,D. 

6.1').orpiwv ,!..-dJ11µ,'f/TTJS is coupled with 6.li,Kos. More probably it refers 
to the charge of being busybodies, interfering in the affairs of others. 
In their zeal for purity and truth Christians may not infrequently 
have been indiscreet, and exasperated their neighbours by officious 
attempts to reform their morals or eradicate their heathen supersti
tions. So Epictetus speaking of the Cynic Encheir. iii. 22 says, o~ 
"fd.p rd. d">,.Mrpta 1ro">,.rnrpa1µ,ove, onzv ra, dv0pw1r,va fr,11Ko1rfj a.Al\d. rd. 
to,a, cf. Horace, Sat. ii. 3. Hl, '' Aliena negotia curo excussus pro
priis" (see Chase, Hastings D. of B. iii. 783 f.). 

But besides being thus regarded as a social nuisance, as meddle
some busybodies, Christians may have been attacked on a more legal 
charge for causing divisions in families (cf. Matt. x. 35, 36) or for 
interfering with trade (of. Acts xvi. 19 the masters of the divining girl 
at Philippi, and xix. 24-27 the silversmiths at Ephesus-so also Pliny 
describes the trade in fodder and animals for sacrifices as having been 
seriously affected by the spread of Christianity). Such interferences 
with family or commercial life would cause disunion and discord, 
rousing discontent and disobedience, and as such would. be an offence 
against the state. This is the explanation adopted by Ramsay who 
insists that an organized persecution conducted by legal methods is 
implied. But though the three preceding words are legal charges 
coupled together with ij, &,l\;\orp«1r!t1Ko1ros seems to be separated from 
them as a different kind of offence by the repetition of the wsl. 

1 There is no wo.rrant for the view of JU.Heber that O.AA0-rpw1r{cr1eo1ror; means 
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16. XpLcrri.a.vos. N reads Xp71rrT<av6s here and in the two passages 
of Acts where the word occurs, while B reads Xprnrnaeos. These 
variations may be merely errors of sound on the part of copyists, but 
Blass argues that Xp11rrnav6s was the original form of the nickname 
as used by heathen opponents of Christianity. The name "Chres
tiani" was certainly so used, and Apologists like Justin Martyr and 
Tertullian argue that it is unfair to punish men for a name which by 
its very derivation (XP11uros} denotes goodness. The termination 
-10.vos is originally Latin, e.g. Caesariani, Pompeiani, but it was 
speedily adopted in Greek both in Palestine and in Asia;-e.g. 'Hpwo,avol. 
St Luke says that the name Xp,n,avol was first applied to Christians 
in Antioch, Acts xi. 26. In the Ignatian Epistles it is used as an 
honourable title by Christians of themselves, but originally it was 
evidently a nickname given either by the Roman officials or the 
Gentile mob at Antioch, as the Jewish nickname for Christians was 
"Nazarenes" (Acts xxiv. 5). It was thus used as a scornful nick
name by Agrippa (Acts xxvi. 28) "With but little persuasion thou 
wouldest fain make me a Christian" (R.V.). So here it describes the 
title which will be used by enemies at whose hands Christ's foUowers 
will have to suffer. The letter of Pliny to Trajan (c. llO A.D.) implies 
that it was a familiar title, which had evidently long been in use in 
his time, and that it had already been the custom to put Christians to 
death for the name only, and the rescript of Trajan merely gives 
imperial sanction to this existing form of procedure. The most 
natural interpretation of Tacitus' account of the Neronian persecu
tion almost certainly implies that Christians were even then punished 
for the name only. Certainly the Christians themselves, knowing 
their innocence of other charges, would regard themselves as suffer
ing under Nero for the name Christian only, even if the magistrates 
who tried the case did not admit this as technically true in legal 
phraseology (but see Intr, pp. xl, xliii f.). 

One fact at any rate is clearly shewn by Tacitus, viz. that Xp«rno.Po~ 
was already a popular nickname in 64 A.D. Therefore the statement 
of Lipsius that the name Christian did not exist at all until the time 
of Trajan is amply refuted by both secular and Biblical evidence. 

iv T<p tlvojl-a.T, TOVT'f' is the reading of the best MSS. but the T .R. 
with KLP and later MSS. reads <P rci, µip« roVT<p=On that account. 
Even if lwoµan be read it is possible that it ought to be translated 

,f4 delator/' i.e. a malicious informer, while Bigg's suggestion, that it means one 
who takes part in trades or practices which do not befit a Christia,n bnt are 
o..U6rpu1.-~i.e. alien and unlawful for hirn~is most improbable. It is not likely 
that Christians would suffer at the hands of their heathen neighbonrs merely for 
being inconsistent Christians. 
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"account," cf. Mk ix. 41, £is rfvoµcr. on Xp,urofi lure=" on the score 
of your being Christ's" (?Mt. x. 41, els ovoµ.cr. 1rpo<frqrov, OtKa.lov-). 
Of. the similar use of nomen in Latin. 

Deissmann Bib. Stud. pp. 146, 196 gives several illustrations of els 
,,-1, ovoµ.cr. used of purchases etc. made on behalf of a person or a god, 
i.e. designated as their property (cf. fla.1r,,-lt«• els ro ii.). So here to be 
reproached ov6µ.cr.n Xp,urov may mean "because you belong to Christ" 
and e, ,,-~ 6v6µ.a.n TOUT'!'=" on that account." But from the constant 
references in the N. T. to the Name of Christ as being '' called upon '' 
Christians (€'11"LKA')0ev) (Jas ii. 7), "carried" (fJMTcite<") Acts ix. 15, 
"glorified in them" 2 Thess. i. 12 etc., "held fast" Rev. ii. 13 etc., 
it is more probable that St Peter includes the more literal sense of 
"Name" and refers to the name Xp,urmvbs used as a term of abuse 
and ground of accusation, cf. Pliny (Epp. x. 96). Although this passage 
must not be overpressed as implying that Xp,una.116s was a definite 
legal charge as yet, it was undoubtedly a recognized ground of com
plaint used to injure Christians. In Acts v. 41, 3 Jn 7, (? Jas v. 14) 
To ~voµ.a. is used absolutely (so Ign. Eph. iii. 1 etc.). 

17. liT• [o] Ka.•pos TOV li'.pfCl.0'0a., TO Kplp.a. 0.11'0 TOii otKOIJ TOV 0EOii. 
The sufferings of Christians are the initial stages in the judgment 

of the world. The process of judgment begins with God's own house 
first. oi1ws might mean merely household (cf. Heh. xii. 7, where 
chastisement is regarded as a proof of souship), but it may mean 
God's temple-and_ the idea that judgment is to begin at God's house 
may be borrowed from Ezekiel ix. 6, where God's agents of punish
ment are instructed to '' begin at my sanctuary " (LXX. d1ro rwv aylwv 
µ.ov). Again in Malachi iii. 2, 3, the coming of the Lord is compared to 
a refiner's fire (cf. 1r6pw<r,~ in verse 12): He will come to His Temple 
and purify the sons of Levi and purge them as gold and silver that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness ... pleasant 
unto the Lord. Then, when the purification of the priesthood is 
accomplished, sudden judgment will descend upon sinners and all who 
do not fear God. So St Peter (ii. 5) has described his readers as a 
spiritual house or temple-a priesthood to offer sacrifices acceptable 
to God, and (iv. 12) their sufferings are regarded as a refining or 
"trial by fire." If the purging of God's own house is thus painful 
how far more terrible will be the judgment of sinners which follows 
it. For the idea that the judgment of aliens will be more terrible 
than that of God's own city cf. Jeremiah's language about Jerusalem 
XXV. 29, xlix. 121. 

1 An entirely different interpretation of the passai:e is i,:iven by Selwyn (St 
Luke the Prophet, pp. 141 ff.). He connects it with the Book of H_enoch (of 
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T' TO i-Aos. T<°Ao• may mean: (a) What s1uul be the end or fate 
of? or (b) what shall be the final stage of the judgment? as contrasted 
with its initial stages (api;r,11/Jai-1rpwTo>) as seen in the sufferings of 
Christians. 

18. tl o s,Ka.Los 116XLs a-~tETa.~ K.T .X. The quotation is taken 
from the LXX. of Prov. xi. 31 where the Hebrew is '' Behold the 
righteous shall be recompensed in· the earth; how much more the 
wicked and the sinner." The righteous is regarded as being "hardly 
saved" because of the painful nature of the "fiery trial" through 
which he has to pass. To share Christ's glory he has to share 
Christ's reproach. He has to "come out of great tribulation," and 
his robes must be "washed in the Blood of the Lamb " by personal 
fellowship in his Master's sufferings, Rev. vii. 14. 

19. iirTE. The view of suffering inculcated in the preceding 
verses enables Christians to glorify God for permitting them to suffer 
in Christ's name, and they can do this with perfect trust because 
they can also (Kal} feel that they are committing their souls (or lives} 
to the keeping of the God who made them, and He can be relied upon 
not to deal untru1y with His own handiwork. 

,ra.pa.T,8tria.L. In the sense of entrusting a deposit to safe keeping 
cf. our Lord's dying words Lk. xxiii. 46 quoting Ps. xxxi. 5 ei, X•<prts 
o-ov 1rapr,TUIEµa, TO 1r,euµa µov, cf. Acts xiv. 23, xx. 32; 1 Tim. i. 18; 
2 Tim. ii. 2. 

KTLcrnis is used of God in the prayer of Jonathan, 2 Mace. i. 24, 
but does not occur elsewhere in the N. T. 

EV a.ya.80,roL,~- The way in which Christians are to shew their 
trust is by continued well-doing in spite of their sufferings. There 
must be active obedience as well as patient endurance. 

which there are probably traces elsewhere in this Ep.), in which the history of 
the world is divided into "Weeks." In the "Eighth Week" the House of the 
Great Kin1s (so Selwyn interprets /30.<Tilletov in ii. 9 to mean Royal Palace) will 
be built in glory for evermore. After that in the" Ninth Week" the righteous 
judgment will be revealed to the whole world and all the works of the godless 
will vanish from the whole ea,rtb, &c. 

So St Peter has described his readers as living stones built into God's house, 
and here he means, if a man suffer as a Christian, a follower of the Messiah, let 
him not be ashamed, for though persecuted now unjustly by his fellow-men and 
so "saved with diflicult,r," he will share the approaching victory of Messi&h the 
Great King, whose spiritual house is now being built in glory with us first. The 
Seven Weeks are past and the Eighth is now at its close, and we of this !,enera
tion are "the house of the Great King." If the judgment begins with the 
building of us, what shall be the end of those who reject the Gospel which we 

preaohTh"' . te t t· . . b b h" . P te . is m rpre a ,on IS very 1mpro a le. In t 1s section St e r 1s not 
referring; to the "bnilding up" of Christians a, a Temple, but to the .. trial by 
fire" which they have to undergo. The righteous as God's Temple are the first 
to undergo judgment, whereas iu Henoch during the eighth week sinners are 
delivered into the bM!ds of the righteous. 
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CHAPTER V 

v. 1-IS, Let me then address a special word of exhortation to 1 
those of you who are "elders" in the Church. I do not wish to 
dictate to you as an Apostle, but to plead with you as one of your
selves, an " elder " both in office and in age. What I have said 
about suffering as leading to glory is a very real thing to me, for I can 
bear personal testimony to the sufferings of the Christ to which I 
have appealed, and I realize my share in the glory which is one day 
to be revealed. Let me give you the same charge which my Master 2 
gave to me. Shepherd the flock of God which is in your midst, not 
as an irksome duty under a sense of compulsion, but as a labour of 
love ; not with any sordid mercenary motives, but with eager 
enthusiasm. Nor, again, must you domineer over the charges 3 
allotted to your care. Rather you should serve as models for the 
flock to imitate. Then when the Chief Shepherd (the unseen partner 4 
in your pastoral work) is manifested to the world you shall receive 
the victor's crown of glory, composed of flowers that cannot fade. 
Such unassuming conduct on the part of the "elders '' carries with it 5 
a corresponding claim upon those of you who are juniors to shew due 
submission to them. In fact, all of you, whatever your position may 
be, should gird yourselves with humbleness of mind to serve one 
another (as the Lord Jesus did at the Last Supper). For God opposes 
Himself to the haughty, but gives favour to those who are humble
minded. 

1. 1rpro-(3vr4povs oiiv. The ouv definitely connects the advice to 
Elders with the preceding section. In iv. 17 St Peter probably 
referred to Ezekiel ix. 6, where the judgment ordered to "begin at 
the sanctuary " was first executed upon Twv avopwv Twv 1rp«;(3vTEpwv ot 
-q<Tav fow b T</l oticr;,. The "refining " (cf. 1r6pw<T<s iv. 12) of the 
Sons of Levi as the preliminary to judgment upon sinners in Mai. iii. 
1-5 might further suggest the special responsibility of "elders" as 
o/Klwoµ,o, (cf. iv. 10) in the new "house of God." 

The word 1rp<<T/36npos originally suggested the reverence due to 
seniority in age, and still retained much of its original meaning when 
it became a title for a definite office in the Church. The office of 
presbyter was not divorced from the qualifications and associations of 
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age. Thus the ,rp€<rfJ6-repo, are still put in contrast to Pew-repo, or 
pfo1 by Polycarp, ad Phil. v., Clem. ad Cor. i., and in Church 
Ordinances c. 18 presbyters are required to be men of mature age. So 
here St Peter probably uses the word partly in the sense of '' seniors,'' 
although he is primarily employing it in its official sense of ''Elders,'' 
i.e. Church officers. The title was doubtless borrowed from the 
Jewish synagogue, though the duties of Christian Elders were not 
wholly identical with those of Jewish Elders. We first hear of Elders 
at Jerusalem, Acts xi. 30, receiving the offerings brought from Antioch 
by Paul and Barnabas. In Acts xv. 6, 22, 23 the Elders are coupled 
with the Apostles in the Conference, in choosing delegates and in 
writing an official letter to other churches. In Acts xxi. 18 the 
Elders, together with James the Lord's brother, receive St Paul and 
his companions at his last visit to Jerusalem and advise him how to 
conciliate Jewish prejudices. In Acts xiv. 2a. Paul and Barnabas 
appoint Elders in every city on their first missionary journey, and in 
Acts xx. 28 St Paul, having summoned the Elders of Ephesus to 
meet him at Miletus, reminds them that they are overseers (brluK01ro,) 
to shepherd (,ro,l'alvc1P) the Church of God. So here the T.R. inserts 
,!,r1u1<0,r0Dvr« after ,rot/,t&.Pare. Elders are also mentioned in Jas v. 
14, where they are to pray for the sick and anoint them with oil. 
But in St Paul's epistles the title ,rpeufJurepo, is not found except irt 
the Pastoral Epistles, written at the close of his life, where friuKo,ro, 
and ,rpeufJ6repo, almost certainly refer to the same officers, though 
i,rluKo>ror may denote one special aspect of their duties. Possibly the 
title ,rpeu{Jurepor did not for some time come into very common use in 
the Gentile Churches to which St Paul wrote, but there is little doubt 
that there were such officers in all churches from the first, and they 
are probably intended by the e,rluK01ra, to whom a salutation is sent in 
Philippians i. 1 (u/,p e>r1uK61ro,s Kal il,a1<6,o,s) and by the "pastors and 
teachers" in Eph. iv. ll. The special duties of the Elders seem to 
have been government and teaching. The absence of the article in 
this verse may denote such a.~ are Elders. 

o cn,vttpEcr~vTEpos. Possibly St Peter here avoids calling himself 
,i,rouTo~or, though he used that title of himself in the opening 
salutation, because he desires to set an example of humility to the 
Elders. His injunction not to "lord it over" others would lose much 
of its force if he himself asserted his own apostolic authority. He 
therefore deliberately couples himself with those to whom he appeals. 
Dr Hort, however (The Christian Ecclesia, p. 222), says "St Peter 
seems to join with this (the official sense " Elder") the original or 
etymological sense (i.e. senior in age) when_ he calls himself a fellow-
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elder, apparently as one who could bear personal testimony to the 
sufferings of Christ." The title Elder is used of himself by St John 
in his second and third epistles. In Papias. and Irenaeus it seems to 
be used of those who belonged to the older generation who were 
immediate companions of the Apostles. 

!1-<i'.pT\JS means one who bears witness, and does not in itself mean 
an eyewitness or spectator, the word for which is airrorrrris ( cf. Lk. i. 
2), but from the stress laid upon personal companionship with Jesus 
as a necessary qualification to be a µdprvs in Acts i. 22, etc., there is 
little doubt that St Peter here means that he is testifying what he has 
himself seen (of. Jn xix. 35; Acts xxii. 15). 

St Peter, while coupling himself with the Elders, reminds them 
that his language about suffering and glory is the testimony of one 
who actually witnessed Christ's sufferings and who is assured of his 
personai share in the glory which is to follow. Harnack ( Chronologie, 
p. 452) explains µ&prvs to mean a witness to Christ's sufferings by 
means of the sufferings which he had himself endured for the Name 
of Christ. 

Kowoivo'il =partner with Christ, not with you. For the latter 
meaning we should have <1v;-Ko1•wvbs (cf. Mt. xix. 28). 

T~'il !J-Ehlu>VIT'l)S a:rroKu1'virTEcr0cu 86~']S- Cf. Rom. viii, 18. 
2. 'll"OL!J-11VUTE denotes the duty of feeding, protecting and ruling. 

St Peter is apparently handing on to the Elders the same charge which 
our Lord gave to him, Jn xxi. 16 ; cf. Acts xx. 28. In Eph. iv. 11 
rro,µlv,s Kai o,odurn/\o, probably refer to the local officers, i.e. presbyters. 

To tv V!J-i:V must be coupled with rrolµvwv and not, as Calvin 
renders it, "so far as lieth in you" (cf. Rom. xii. 18) = that portion of 
God's flock which is among you, i.e. in your town or district, not (as 
Bengel and Luther) which depends upon you. 

trr1111<01rouvus is read by the T.R. with AKLP etc., m. Vulg. Syrr. 
(add rrv,vµanKws Syr. vg.) Memph. Arm. Aeth. R.V1.; but NB, two 
cursives, Hieron. etc. omit the word, so W. H., R. V. margin. 

If the word is accepted it would support the identification of 
rrp•11~1YT<po1 with irri11Ko1ro, in the N.T. In any case St Peter uses 
l1ri11Korros of Christ as the 1ro,µ,1w, ii. 25. 

uva.yKucrTmS, under a sense of compulsion, resenting as a burden the 
duty imposed upon you, but voluntarily (eKovutois). In another 
sense God's workers are "under compulsion" to work faithfully 
because their stewardship is not due to their own choice only, but is 
imposed upon them by God, of. l Cor. ix. 16, 17. Here, however, 
the reference is to the spirit in which they perform their work, " not 
grudgingly or of necessity" (2 Cor. ix. 7). 

I PETER H 
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Some MSS. ~AP add K<ITa 0,6,, which might mean "as God 
shepherds His flock," but more probably " in accordance with God's 
will Ml He would have you do." 

l-'11~ a.ta-xpoKEpSws, not in the spirit of a hireling anxious only to 
make some sordid (not necessarily ill-gotten) gain. The phrase may 
imply that it was customary for Elders to receive some stipend, but 
possibly refers to their duties as treasurers of Church funds. In 
Tit. i. 7 one of the qualifications for an b,£,,Ko7ros is that he should 
not be a.l~poK•p/571s, and so also of deacons, 1 Tim. iii. 8; cf. also Tit. i. 
11 of false teachers who overturn whole households a,,,xpoi! Kip/5ovs 
xcip,v. 

,rpo(h\f'd"S, with the ready mind which is not content merely to do 
the minimum of prescribed duty, cf. 2 Cor. viii. 11, 12. 

3. Ka.Ta.Kup•woVTES- The word is used in the LXX. in Jer. iii. 14 
of God as being master or husband of His people, but elsewhere of 
subduing a city, taking possession of a country, or of sin getting the 
mastery over a person. In the N.T . .it is used in Acts xix. 16 of the 
demoniac at Ephesus "mastering" the exorcists, and also by our 
Lord after the ambitious request of James and John, Matt. xx. 25; 
Mk x. 42. He instructs His disciples that true greatness among His 
followers is not to seek for mastery over others as Gentile rulers do, 
but to be minister or servant of all. This saying of our Lord probably 
suggested St Peter's advice to the Elders in this passage, of. Matt. 
xxiii, 8-12. 

TcoV K),:1\pwv. In later times KX,Jpos and its Latin form clerus came 
to be used in the sense of "Clergy" (KX71p<Ko1), bnt there is no 
evidence of this use earlier than Tertullian, and this technical use of 
the word was not derived from the Jewish priesthood, bnt was a 
gradual development. KX,Jpos = (1) the lot by which an office was 
assigned; (2} the office thus assigned by lot (of. Acts i.17, 26), and so 
(3) the body of persons holding the office (OecU1nenius, ad loc., Suidas). 
Elsewhere in the N. T. it is used of " casting lots," or of a " lot " or 
''inheritance.'' Here it must mean the flocks allotted to the care of 
the Elders. In Deut. ix. 29 (see Bigg) KX,Jpos is used of the people of 
Israel as being the portion specially belonging to Jehovah-and that 
verse also contains the words T'fj x.e,pl fTov Tfj Kpo;rn,~-which St Peter 
uses in v. 6. Possibly, therefore, he regards the various communities 
of Christians as parts of God's estate entrusted to His stewards or 
shepherds. · But in this case we shonld have expected the singular, 
and it is simpler to understand KA71pwv as meaning the charges allotted 
to the presbyters, although there is no parallel for this. The Elde:rs 
seem always to have acted as a body, and there is no evidence of a 
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single Elder having the charge of anything corresponding to a special 
"parish." The plural here therefore denotes the flocks in all the 
different towns, each of which was assigned to the joint care of the 
Elders of that town. 

1'V'lrOL is here used in its ordinary sense of '' _pattern '' or "model." 
The Elders must lead by example and not drive their flock by 
masterful methods. Cf. 1 Tim. iv. 12; Tit. ii. 7; and in Phil. iii. 
17, 2 Thess. iii. 9 St Paul points his readers to his own " example." 

4. cj>uvEp(l)9EvTos. The Chief Shepherd is always present among 
His under-shepherds, and at last His presence will be manifested. 
The verb is used of the First Coming of Christ in i. 20 and 1 Tim. iii. 
16, but here it refers to the Second Advent as in Col. iii. 4; 1 Jn ii. 
28, iii. 2. 

a.px•,roCiuvos. The word occurs nowhere else. It refers to 
Christ, who was described as 1ro1µfiv in ii. 25. Our Lord described 
Himself as "the good Shepherd," Jn x., and in Mt. xxv. 32 
compared His work as Judge to "a shepherd separating the sheep 
from the goats." In Heh. xiii. 20 He is called "the great Shepherd 
of the Sheep." Here St Peter uses the title "chief shepherd," to 
remind the presbyters that in shepherding God's flock they are 
working under and with the good Shepherd Himself. 

KOjl,i.tL0"8E. Cf. note on i. 9. 
u114piiVTwov is not quite the same as &.µapano• ( = unfading, cf. i. 

4), but means made of amaranth, a supposed unfading flower. 
Adjectives in -tvos denote the material of which a thing is made, e.g. 
~VA<POS, Ai/J1vos, oarpa,avo,. 

Tijs ooris is not simply a " genitive of quality," but " of appo
sition " or " epexegetic." The crown consists in sharing the glory ; 
cf. arbf>o.•o• T?JS (wiis J as i. 12 ; Rev. ii. 10. The phrase ariq,o.,os 
oofqs occurs in Jer. xiii. 18; cf. Ps. viii. 6 iibfo ""l nµ:fj eanq,avwao., 
ailTov. 

crri,f,a.vos might possibly mean a festal" garland, but more probably 
the victor's crown, which is its regular meaning in the N.T. as 
contrasted with ii,aih1µa, the royal crown. But adq,a•os is used of 
the crown of thorns, which was certainly intended as an emblem of 
royalty, and in the Apocalypse also it may denote a royal crown, as 
it does sometimes in the LXX. 

5. Ojl,O("'!l ; cf. iii. 1. Such unassuming conduct on the part of 
the" presbyters demands a corresponding or reciprocal duty of sub
mission on the part of those who are under their authority. 

vEwTEpo•. Ye young/ff probably refers to age and not to office, as 
also in 1 Tim. v. 1; Tit. ii. 6, in which case 1rpca{jvTtpo,s also in this 

H2 
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verse means older men in general, and not official " elders" as in 
v. 1. At the same time such "elders " would generally, though 
not always, be seniors in age. Polycarp, v. 6, however, borrowing 
from St Peter, mentions veJr,po, between his instructions to 8,ciKo,o, 
and 1rpea(3vrepo,, and says that it is right to submit to the "elders" 
and deacons as to God and Christ. Therefore he probably inter
preted 1rpeC1(3vrepo,s here in an official sense, but the warnings which 
he gives to 11ewnpo, are against impurity and lust, and are' therefore 
suited to younger men rather than to minor officials of the Church. 
Others, however, explain vewrepm to mean subordinate officers of some 
kind who performed the menial duties. In support of this they refer 
to Acts v. 6, where the vewrepo, carried out Ananias for burial. But 
in v. 10 those who buried Sapphira are called Pea.vurKo,, evidently 
referring to the same persons. Therefore in both verses it probably 
means merely "young men," cf. Lk. xxii. 26. 

,rcivr•s sums up the duties of all alike, whether presbyters or their 
flock, whether seniors or juniors. 

a.>J1:rj>.o,s. The dative denotes-the persons whose interests are 
affected (dativus commodi et incommodi), and is used loosely with 
various verbs ; so here gird yourselves to serve one another or in your 
dealings with one aiwther. There is no need to supply u1rora.arroµevo, 
as the T.R. does. 

eyKoii~cra.cr8E (see Suicer, Bigg, ad loc.). Koµ,fJos, according to the 
glossaries, means a knot, a button in later Greek (Kennedy, Sources), 
and so t'(KoµfJwµ.a may mean a garment tied on over others. Suidas 
uses Koµf,os of a knot by which a pair of sleeves were fastened behind 
the neck, possibly to leave the arms free for action, while Pollux 
describes it as a little white garment which slaves wore over iheir 
tunic. Hesychius in one passage uses the substantive of a kind of 
blacksmith's apron, but elsewhere he explains the verb as meaning to 
put on a robe or to wrap oneself. Longus, PastoraliU1n, describes a 
shepherd casting off his £'(Koµ.f,wµa in order to run fast. In this case 
the meaning here may be merely that humility is the proper robe for 
a Christian (of. iii. 3, 4). But, if the word was specially used of a 
slave's dress or apron, it is better to translate as the R.V. "gird 
yourselves with humility," in which case there is doubtless a reference 
to our Lord girding Himself with a towel at the Last Supper as an 
example of humility and service (Jn xiii. 4). 

ru,rtwoq,pocrvVIJV, lowliness of mind, in classical Greek would 
denote a mean-spirited or grovelling attitude of mind. It is only 
in Christian phraseology that humility is recognized as a virtue. 
The humility of Christians towards one another must not be merely 
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superficial and limited to outward demeanour, but must be prompted 
by an inward attitude of mind. Cf. Col. iii. 12 lv0Ma110e .•. T<£ntvo
<f,po<Tuv'I)•• 

[o] 8tcls "01rEp1Jcf>a.vo~s 6.VT~Ta'.<r<rETa.~ K."l'.X. From Prov. iii. 34, 
occurs also in Jas iv. 6 with the same variation from the LXX., viz. 
o Oeos for Kupws. (See Introduction, p. lviii f.) 

u,nptJ<j,cl.vo,s from 111rip and <f,o.lvaµ,a,,, those who are conspicuous 
above others, so in a bad sense, haughty. The word is frequently 
used in the LXX. and Lk. i. 51; Rom. i. 30; 2 Tim. iii. 2. 

8(80><rw xa'.pw. In the LXX. 0£Jo11a,, xa.p,• means to give a person 
favour or acceptability in the eyes of another (Gen. xxxix. 21 ; Ex. 
xii. 36). So in Prov. iii. 34 the meaning is that God gives the lowly 
acceptance before true men as well as before Himself, and this may 
be the meaning in St James, viz. that God gives a far truer accept
ance than can be won by courting the friendship of the world, but Parry 
explains, " bestows a greater favour," i.e. the gift of regeneration. 
Here the thought of acceptance with man, which God grants to the 
humble, is subordinated to the higher acceptance with God. It is 
only the humble who "find favour" with God. 

6-14. The way therefore to attain true greatness, to be exalted 6 
in God's good time, is to humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, submitting patiently to whatever trials He sends yon; casting 7 
all the burden of your anxiety upon Him in full assurance of His 
loving care for you. 

But this does not justify any neglect of precaution on your 8 
part. You must have all your faculties under perfect control and be 
on the watch, for you have an active opponent to deal with. The 
devil, like a roaring lion, is ever prowling round you, hunting for 
some prey to devour. (Do not let the fear of suffering terrify you 
into submission.) Stand your ground against him with the solid 9 
front which faith can give. Remember that you do not stand alone. 
You are part of a band of brothers, stationed like yourselves in the 
world. Your experience is not peculiar. The same discipline of 
suffering is being carried out by God's will in their case also. But 10 
however pain/ul your experience may be, remember that it is sent by 
God whose every thought is loving favour. His final purpose for you, 
to which He called you, is to share His own eternal glory as members 
of Christ (your glorified Head). After passing through a short period 
of suffering He Himself will equip you fully, He will stablish you, He 
will give you the needful strength for the fight. To Him be the 11 
might of victory to all eternity. Amen. Silvanus, the bearer of this 12 
short letter, is one whom I regard as a faithful brother to you. My 
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object in writing to you is to encourage you and to give my testimony 
to the fact that your position as Christians and the sufferings which 
it involves are in very truth a sign of God's loving favour. Stand fast 
then to maintain it. 

13 The sister Church in Rome, the new Babylonish exile of the new 
Israel of God, which shares with you God's call to be His chosen 
people, sends you her greeting, as also does Mark, my son in the 
faith. 

14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. May God give the blessing 
of peace to all of you as members of Christ. 

6. Ta.'ll"E•v.;e'IJ"'E o-r.v. Such humility towards fellow-Christians 
is only the outward expression of humility towards God, just as 
obedience to rulers, masters or husbands was shewn to be based 
upon fear and subjection towards God. In their present circum
stances of" trial by fire" such humility towards God must be shewn 
by patient, trustful acceptance of suffering as part of His loving 
purpose. They must not resent it as "a strange chance " or be 
fretful with anxiety (µip,µ,va). Suffering for Christ is in itself a 
position of favour (cf. J:).il. i. 29). To bear it humbly is the con
dition for being exalted to full and final favour. 

xpa.Ta.•«v x ttpa. Toii 8Eoii. The "mighty hand" of God is generally 
used in the LXX. of God's power in deliverance, e.g. from Egypt, 
Ex. iii. 19; Deut. ix. 29, etc., but in Ezek. xx. 34 it is used of God's 
power in judgment, in scattering His people in exile. So here God's 
"mighty hand" is shewn in judgment, but that same "mighty hand" 
will exalt those who humbly submit to His discipline. 

iivoicrn, for the exaltation of the lowly cf. Matt. xxiii. 12; Lk. i. 52, 
xiv. 11, xviii. 14. 

iv iccupii>- AP and some cursives and versions add e-rrunorr71s 
from ii. 12. Here it means in His own good time. Christians must 
not be impatient if God seems " to tarry long with them." 

7. E'll"LpCva.VTES. The words are borrowed from Ps. Iv. 22 e-rripu/;ov 
l-rr! Kup.ov -r11v µ,ep,µ,vav crov Ka< ail-TM ere om/Jpbf••· In times of danger 
the Christian is to cast all the burden of his anxiety or alarm (µ./p,µ,va) 
upon God with confident trust in His loving care (µ,/X,i), The A.V. 
casting aU your care upon Him for He careth for you misses the 
distinction between the two words. 

a. v11VO.TE, 'YPTJYop,jcra.TE, Such absence of anxiety, such self
abandonment to God's care does not warrant any slackness or want 
of watchfulness, cf. 1 Thess. v. 6. Here vfi,f,are is more metaphorical, 
cf. i. 13, iv. 7. For 'YP'l'Yopiiv as a precaution against temptation 
cf. Matt. xxvi. 41. 
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6 «iVTl6•Koo;. The word denotes literally an opponent in a court of 
law, as in Matt. v. 25; Lk. xii. 58, xviii. 3. Here Blass (Grammar. 
N.T. Gk. p. 163) regards it as virtually an adjective agreeing 
with o«i/30'/l.os, as the latter word would otherwise require the article, 
unless it is to be taken as a proper name. 

6uif3o~oo; is used thirteen times in Job to represent the Hebrew 
Satan, as also in Zech. iii. 1 where Satan is seen in vision standing 
at the right hand of Joshua the High Priest a.s his accuser, cf. 
Ps. cix. 6 '' Let Satan ( = a.n accuser) sta.nd at his right hand.'' In 
1 Chron. xxi. 1 Satan stands up against Israel rather as a. tempter 
than an accuser. In the N. T. both oui,80/..os and ~ara,iis are used 
and the two titles are combined in Rev. xii. 9, xx. 2. aui/30'/l.os 
suggests malicious accusation, Satan spitefully accuses men to God, 
cf. Job i. 9 "doth Job fear God for nought?" and Rev. xii. 10 
"the accuser (Kar,j-ywp) of our brethren." He also accuses God to 
men, making them doubt or distrust His love or power, and similarly 
he accuses men to each other. 

~'""' r.ipuop.1voo;, a roaring lfon, cf. Ps. xxii. 13 (ws X,w, o a.prci?wv 
Kai J.,pvo_itevos). 

'11'Ept'll'a.T€1:, cf. Satan's description of himself in Job i. 7 I come 
"from going to and fro in the earth and walking up a.nd down in it " 
(!µ,r€pL'll"ctT1J<Ta.$), 

t'IJToiv Ka.Ta.'ll'LEtv, seeking to dev011r (B). A adds r!va=whom he 
may devour, while ~KLP have nv&.=someone to devour. 

The particular form of temptation to which St Peter refers is 
that of denying the faith through fear of suffering or persecution. 
This is seen from the words which follow ra avra rwv 1ra071µ.,irw,. 
So in the letter written by the Churches of Lyons and Vienne during 
the persecution of Marcus Aurelius those who at first denied the 
faith a.nd a.fterwards repented and stood firm are described as being 
" devoured " by the beast a.nd afterwards disgorged alive by him. 
It was this very temptation to which St Peter himself had yielded 
when he denied his Master in the hour of danger, when " Satan 
desired to ha.ve the disciples to sift them as wheat." He rn now 
fulfilling Christ's command "Do thou, when once thou hast turned 
again, stablish thy brethren" (Lk. xxii. 32). 

Ramsay, who insists that official organized persecution is referred 
to, explains ,r,p,1ra.Tei !'f/TW• a.s describing the searching out of 
Christians which was prohibited by the rescript of Trajan, and 
therefore he shews that the Epistle is certainly earlier tha.n 112 A.D. 

But, while we a.ccept the early da.te, there is no necessity to interpret 
this metaphorical description of Satan prowling about like a lion in 
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search of prey as being literally fulfilled by the human persecutors 
who acted as Satan's agents. 

In other passages in this Epistle the sufferings of Christians are 
described as being in accordance with God's will. The fact that they 
are here connected with Satan is not contradictory to that view. In 
Job's case Satan was permitted by God to employ suffering to try 
his faith, and St Paul's " thorn in the flesh" is described as "the 
messenger of Satan '' though given to him by God to humble him. 
So here the sufferings of Christians, though permitted by God's 
loving purpose as a smelting fire of purification, are 11t the same 
time instigated by Satan and are made use of by him to overwhelm 
his victims if possible by making them deny the faith. 

9. <i> ciVT,UTllTE, wlwm withstand, cf. Jas iv. 7 and Eph. vi. 
11, 13. 

ITTEpEoL The adjective means firm, solid, compact, so in Heh. v. 
12, 14 it is used of •' solid food " and in 2 Tim. ii. 19 of a " firm 
foundation." The verb is used in Acts xvi. 5 of the churches being 
"consolidated in the bith," and in Col. ii. 5 St Paul rejoices to see 
rr,v rd~,v ml TO <rupewµa Ti)< ds Xpt<rrrw 1r/,rrew< on the part of his 
readers, where Lightfoot explains <rrepewµa in a military sense "solid 
front " or "close phalanx" and compares 1 Mace. ix. 14. So here 
St Peter urges his readers to face the foe with a solid front, shoulder 
to shoulder not merely with their fellow-Christians in Asia Minor 
but as part of one great brotherhood who are all engaged in the 
same conflict in the world. 

TU ,r(crTEL may mean your faith as the R.V. or the faith R. V. 
marg. In the former case the meaning would be do not allow the 
bulwark of your faith and trust in God to be broken through, or 
standing firm in virtue of your faith. In the latter case the meaning 
is standing firm for the Faith, the cause of Christ. So Phil. i. 27 
<rwallllovvus -rii 1rl<rTEL Tau ,vayy,lllov= joining i~ the contest in which 
the Faith of the Gospel is engaged, cf. 1 Tim. iv. 1 d1ro<1r~<rovTal nv« 
Ti)s 1rl<1rew< = some will desert from the Faith ; 2 Tim. iv. 7 rov KaM,v 
a')'wva V'fWP<<1µa, ... -r11v 1rlnw re-r~pr,Ka, cf. 1 Cor. xiii. 6; 2 Tim. i. 8; 
3 Jn 8. 

Et66TE'3. The thought that they are not alone, that their sufferings 
are not exceptional but are shared by the whole Christian brotherhood, 
is, on the one hand, a message of encouragement reminding them that, 
despite the insignificance of each detachment, they are part of one 
glorious army. On the other hand, it is a reminder of their responsi
bility not to weaken the cause of others by any cowardly surrender 
in their part of the field of battle. 



5 lOJ NOTES 121 

Ta. a.v-rd Trov 1ra.9t)p.o.T11>v is an unusual and irregular construction, 
Ta. a.DTa. being practically treated as a substantive, the same kinds of 
sufferings, the same " trial by fire." 

EV T't' KOU'f'-'I' might possibly mean in other parts of the world as 
contrasted with Asia Minor, but probably it means in the same worl,dly 
surrourulings as yourselves, cf. Jn xvi. 33, xvii. ll. The world is the 
battle-ground of the Church Militant. 

<lmTEJ\Etcr8a.•, are being accomplished. In their case, as in your own, 
their sufferings are no chance but the working out to its completion 
of God's loving purpose. 

Usually eloiva., followed by an infinitive means to know how to do 
something (Lk. xii. 56; Phil. iv. 12) and 6T< or a participle is used of 
knowing that something is the case, but the accusative and infinitive 
are used in that sense in Lk. iv. 41 and so here. 

Another rendering suggested (Hofman, see Bigg's note) is knowing 
how to pay the same tax of suffering as your brethren in the world 
(of. Xen. Mem. iv. 8, 8) but this meaning is improbable, as elsewhere 
(30 times in LXX., 10 in N. T.) /,rinXei• = to finish or accomplish. 
E. F. Brown (Journ. Theol. Stud. vm. 450) quotes Lightfoot on 
Gal. iii. 3 for taking i!?nTEXiilTlh in that passage as a middle voice, 
possibly in a sacrificial sense (of. Hdt. II. 63, rv. 186). So here he 
renders knowing how to bring to (sacrificial) perfection, for (the benefit 
of) your (whole} brotherhood which is in the world, the same things in 
the way of sufferings (as they bear). For a share in Christ's sufferings 
regarded as a contribution on behalf of the church of. Col. i. 24. 

10. fflLIMJS xi£p•T05, The God of all grace or of every grace. 
St Pater's readers might be tempted to doubt God's favour towards 
them because of their sufferings. He therefore assures them that the 
same loving favour, which called the Gentiles (of. i. 10 Tijs eis uµii.r 
xd.p,ror), is being exercised even in their sufferings, because they are 
to culminate in eternal glory, and in the meanwhile God's favour 
will be shewn in equipping His followers with all needful strength. 

Els -n\v a.tolv•ov a.11Toil SoEa.v probably points forward to the con
summation of the glory as it will be finally revealed. But just as 

. Christians share in eternal life here and now, so also they share in 
eternal glory. They have been called "out of darkness into God's 
marvellous light '' (ii. 9), and even in their sufferings something of 
the glory already rests upon them, iv. 14. 

,!v Xp•"'T'I' is probably used, as in the final salutation, of the 
incorporation of Christians in Christ. It is as '' members of Christ'' 
that they are called to share God's glory. The expression'' in Christ'' 
is intensely Pauline but we have no warrant for supposing that the 
idea was peculiar to St Paul. It underlies much of St John's language 

H5 
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in his Epistles and sums up numerous sayings of our Lord recorded 
in the fourth Gospel. 

0Myo11 1rn8011Tns, for oXl')'ov cf. i. 6. Here it probably means for a 
little while as contrasted with eternal glory, but the brevity of the 
Christian's sufferings is only one aspect of their slightness. 

Westcott and Hort join o/\£-yov 1ro.06nas with the verbs which 
follow, that God will perfect, stablish and strengthen them after they 
have suffered a little while. But stablishing and strengthening at 
any rate would be more necessary during the time of suffering rather 
!than after it. Therefore, if the words are to be thus connected, the 
aorist participle might be explained as summing up as one idea the 
whole period of suffering during which God's help will be given. 
The A.V. and R.V. place a comma both before and after the words 
"after ye have suffered for a little while" leaving it uncertain 
whether they are to be joined with the preceding clause or with the 
verbs which follow. It seems better however to take o/\!')'ov 1ro.Olwro.s 
with Ko.1'f,rns, that God has called them to eternal glory after a brief 
discipline of suffering, because (a) this gives the most natural meaning 
to the aorist participle, viz. after you have suffered, (b) it is some
what characteristic of St Peter's style to put an emphatic participle 
at the end of a clause, e.g. 1ra.-xwv do£Kws, ii. 19; [31'a.-<J,TJµovnes, 
iv. 4. 

a.,Tcls, shali Himself, etc. Besides the mutual support which 
members of the brotherhood may give to one another they have the 
assurance of God's own support. 

Ka.TG.f>TLD"E• either restore R. V. marg. or perfect R. V. The verb 
is used in Matt. iv. 21; Mk i. 19 of the disciples mending their 
nets; in Gal. vi. 1 of restoring one who has been overtaken by a 
fault ; in 1 Thess. iii. 10 of making good deficiencies. Again in 
1 Cor. i. 10; 2 Cor. xiii. 11 it may refer to the restoration needed 
by the Corinthian Church in consequence of their party factions, etc. 
So here it may mean that the Christian when bruised and battered 
by persecution will be refitted and restored by God's grace. 

Elsewhere however the word means to fit out or equip perfectly ; 
so Lk. vi. 40 " everyone when he is perfected shall be as his Master" ; 
and this may be the meaning here, that God will not leave His 
followers insufficiently equipped for the fray. 

<TT1]p£tn, shall stablish you. The word is used of fixing a thing 
firmly, making it stable. St Peter when warned of his fall was 
bidden "when once thou hast turned again stablish thy brethren" 
(Lk. xxii. 32). St Paul uses it frequently of God, Rom. xvi. 25 ; 
2 Thess. ii. 17, iii. 3, while it is used of men in 1 Thess. iii. 2 ; 
Jas v. 8; Rev. iii. 2. 
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a-Ow<ola-u, shall strengthen you, The verb occurs nowhere else in 
the Greek Bible and o-!Hvos is only found three times in the LXX. 
and never in the N.T., though ao-0 .. ,js, ao-0,!v-.a and aa-0,vew are 
frequently used of bodily or moral weakness. 

[8•11-u.•ma-u], shali settle you, give you a firm foundation, is 
added by nearly all MSS. except AB Vulg. Aeth. and is retained 
in the R.V. marg. · 

In all the above verbs the T.R., following most of the later 
MSS., instead of the future indicative, reads the 3rd person 1st aorist 
optative Karaplo-a, K.T./\.. =may he perfect (or restore) you, etc. 

11. uiiT,ji here refers to God whereas in iv. 11 the doxology 
was probably addressed to Christ. 

Probably io--rla not to-rw should be understood, as io-rlv is found 
in iv. 11 but no verb is expressed in any of the other doxologies 
in the N.T. and some of them are apparently precatory. So here 
the R.V. renders "to Him be the dominion," etc. The T.R. inserts 
'1/ ao~a Kai from iv. 11. 

Kpchos is only used of God in the N.T. It occurs only in one of 
St Paul's doxologies, l Tim. vi. 16, but is found in Jude 25; Rev. 
i. 6, v. 13. 

12. S,cl. l:v.ouuvov. o,a may refer (a) to the scribe by whom 
the Epistle was written or (b) to the messenger by whom it was 
conveyed. In favour of (a) it may be urged that St Paul certainly 
employed amanuenses to write his Epistles and that there is strong 
probability that St Peter did the same. As a Galilean fisherman, 
it is argued, he could only have a very imperfect knowledge of 
Greek and, according to tradition, required the services of Mark as 
his "interpreter," so that he could hardly have composed such an 
Epistle himself. 

Zahn therefore, following out the suggestion of earlier German 
writers, maintains that St Peter entrusted the composition of the 
letter to Silvanus, adding only the last few verses himself, as St Paul 
usually did. Selwyn, with an ingenuity which is hardly likely to 
find many supporters, identifies Silvanus with St Luke and argues 
that he not only wrote this Epistle for St Peter but had also 
acted as St Paul's amanuensis in his Epistles to the Romans and 
Ephesians, thus accounting for the coincidences between 1 Pet. and 
those Epistles. Against (a) it may be urged 

(1) that if so important a person as Silas wrote the Epistle but was 
not the bearer of it we should have expected him to send a salutation 
himself, as he would certainly be known to some of the readers, 
having worked in Galatia with St Paul on his second journey, 

(2) that the Epistle does not read like a joint production in which 
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St Peter furnished the ideas while another was responsible for the 
language. 

Therefore it is more probable that Silvanus was the messenger by 
whom the letter was sent. o,a is certainly used in that sense in 
Acts xv. 23 and it is almost certainly used of the messengers in 
some of Ignatius' Epistles. The commendation of Silvanus would 
have special force if he was starting on a missionary journey through 
Asia Minor and St Peter availed himself of the opportunity to send 
this letter to the churches which Silvanus proposed to visit. 

Silvanus is generally assumed to be the Silvanus who is mentioned 
by St Paul in 1 Thess. i. 1; 2 Thess. i. I; 2 Cor. i. 19, from which 
passages we gather that he was St Paul's companion and fellow
worker in Corinth during his second missionary journey. This in tum 
makes it practically certain that Silvanus is to be identified with 
Silas who was St Paul's chief companion at the same time and place 
according to Acts. In this case we know that Silas was one of " the 
leaders among the brethren," presumably in Jerusalem, who was 
chosen together with Judas, called Barsabbas, to convey to the Church 
in Antioch the decisions of the Apostolic Conference, Acts xv. 22. 
He was therefore presumably a Jewish Christian (cf. Acts xvi. 20 
"these men, viz. Paul and Silas, being Jews") but was prepared to 
adopt a liberal policy towards Gentiles. In Antioch he worked for 
some time as a " prophet " or preacher and was chosen by St Paul to 
accompany him on his second missionary journey. Such a colleague, 
representing as he did the mother Church of Jerusalem, would be 
very valuable in helping to unite the Jewish and Gentile Christians 
in Asia Minor. With the same object St Paul delivered the decrees 
of the Apostolic Conference to the Asiatic Churches. Thence St Paul 
and Silas crossed to Macedonia, being debarred from preaching in 
Asia or Bithynia as they proposed to do. At Philippi they were 
imprisoned together and, as St Paul uses the plural "they have 
beaten us ... being Romans," it would seem that Silas was also a 
Roman citizen. This may possibly account for the Roman form 
of his name 1• 

From Philippi Silas accompanied St Paul to Beroea and remained 
there with Timothy for a time, when St Paul left for Athens instructing 

1 It is generally held that Silas is merely a contraction for Silvanns (of• 
AovKci~ for Aov,ca.vO~. ITapµn•ci~ for ITa.pµ.ev{B71~), the termination -a~ being used 
as an abbreviation for all kinds of longer name-endings. Others however con
sider that Sil8.'3 was his original Hebrew name and tbat Silvanus is merely a 
latinized form of it. So Jerome derived Silas from Sh'liacb=one sent=a:rro<no• 
.l.o<. If however Silas was his original name we might have expected it to be 
lengthened into Silanus, which was a well-known Latin name, rather than 
Silvanus, the name of a somewhat objectionable pagan God. 
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them to join him there as soon as possible. From Athens they 
were again apparently sent back to Macedonia to report progress 
there (see 1 Thess. iii. 1) and again joined St Paul in Corinth (Acts 
xviii. 5). After this we hear nothing more of Silas except in this 
verse, where we find him with St Peter and St Mark apparently in 
Rome. As he is not mentioned in the Epistle to the Romans it is 
practically certain that he had not yet visited Rome in 57 (?). Again 
he cannot have been in Rome during St Paul's first imprisonment, 
otherwise he must surely have been mentioned among the fellow. 
workers of the circumcision who were a comfort to St Paul. Nor 
again was he in Rome during St Paul's second imprisonment when 
he wrote 2 Tim. in which he says "Only Luke is with me." The 
visit of Silvanus to Rome must therefore apparently be placed either 
just after St Paul's release about 61 or 62 or after St Paul's death. 
There is therefore an interval of at least eight or ten years during 
which we know nothing of Silas. It is hardly likely however that 
one who had been such an ardent missionary with St Paul should 
have abandoned the work altogether. Therefore it is quite possible 
that he may have revisited the scenes of his former labours in Asia 
Minor and carried out the original design of preaching in Bithynia, 
possibly extending the work into Pontus and Cappadocia also. 

The emphatic position of i,µ,, suggests that it should be taken with 
Toi) 1rurTou ci.o,X,pov rather than with l-ypay,a from which it is widely 
separated in the sentence. In this case St Peter may well be referring 
to the past work of Silvanus among the Asiatic Christians. We have 
no evidence as to the reason of his visit to Rome. He may have 
come there as a Roman citizen in the interval between two missionary 
journeys. He may have come to visit his old colleague St Paul, 
or possibly at St Paul's request he may have come with St Peter 
to aid in uniting the Jewish and Gentile Christians. For such a 
task his past experience in Jerusalem, Antioch and in the mission 
field would give him special qualifications. 

mcrroi dliE?..<l>oii, cf. the commendation of Tychicus, the bearer 
of Col. and Eph., Eph. vi. 21; Col. iv. 7. i:.~ l.o-yi(op,a,, not as 
in the A.V. as I suppose, as though St Peter had any doubt about 
his faithfulness, but as in the R. V. as I reckon. In view of the 
fact that Silas had been St Paul's companion and that Judaizers 
in Asia tried to represent that St Peter and St Paul were opposed 
to one another, such a commendation of Silvanus from St Peter 
would be an indication that he still "gave the right hand of fellow
ship to St Paul's work." If, as Dr Chase suggests, Silvanus was 
at the very time being sent to Asia Minor as St Paul's delegate, 
St Peter's commendation would have even greater importance. 
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S..' c!ll.!y<&>v, cf. Heb. xiii. 22. Even in so long and systematic 
an Epistle as Hebrews the writer feels that the vastness of his 
subject is but slightly represented by his letter. So here St Peter 
may be apologizing for the brevity of his letter and contrasting it 
in thought with the fuller teaching which Silvanus will be able to 
give by word of mouth. 

lyp<1."1a, is the epistolary aorist, "I am writing." 
,ra,pa.K~v ica.\ br,Jl,Cl-pTllp<iiv. St Peter here sums up his object in 

writing. His purpose is to encourage his readers and to give (or add 
br, ... ) his testimony to the truth of God's favour to them. 

i1r,µ.af)TVpe'iv occurs nowhere else in Biblical Greek but 1Twe1r,µa.p• 
rvpew is used in Heb. ii. 4 of God attesting the message of the Gospel 
by signs and wonders. 

Ta.VT'IJV, It is not quite clear what special aspect of God's favour 
is- here intended. The reading of the T .R., ds fiv i<TT,jKu.re {KLP etc.), 
wherein ye stand, would seem to mean the position which you occupy 
is the true view of God's free favour. So some critics regard it as a 
testimony to the truth of Pauline Christianity as taught and accepted 
in Asia Minor. 

But in this case St Peter would surely have expressed himself 
more clearly. The best MSS. (~B and many cursives) read eis 
~v <TTfjre, wherein (or to secure which, els) stand fast. This leaves 
ru.fn1J11 undefined and we have - consequently to discover what is 
intended from the Epistle itself. In the concluding chapter St Peter 
has urged humility as the condition for receiving God's favour (xap,v) 
v. 5, and such humility must be exercised not merely towards fellow
Christians but towards God by patient endurance of sufferings as a 
prelude to final glory. The God of all favour (xcip,ros) called them 
to share His glory by passing through a discipline of sufferings. 
Such sufferings are not inconsistent with God's favour but rather are 
signs of it, even though they are made use of by Satan to tempt them 
to apostasy. In i. 10 St Peter had spoken of the extension of God's 
favour to the Gentiles (rfjs els /Jµfi.s xap,ros), as predicted by the 
prophets and watched by angels, and in i. 13 he urged his readers 
to set their hope upon the favour (xaptP) which is being borne to 
them in the revelation of Jesus Christ. Probably therefore St Peter 
means that the object of his letter is (a) to encourage his readers 
in their trial by fire, exhorting them to lead lives consistent with 
their faith and hope, and (b) to assure them that their position as the 
new Israel of God is no accident but the fulfilment of God's eternal 
purpose of loving favour. Their very sufferings are part of that 
same loving favour. Therefore he urges them to stand fast to secure 
(<is) its final consummation in eternal glory. 
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13. 'lj EV Ba.pull.wv~ a-uvEKMK'"J. She that is elect together with you. 
Some commentators explain this as referring to St Peter's wife. The 
arguments in favour of this view are 

(a) that we know from 1 Cor. ix. 5 that she accompanied 
St Peter in his missionary work. 

(b) Clement of Alexandria (Stram. vii. 11) tells a story that 
she suffered martyrdom before her husband, and was en
couraged by him to "remember the Lord" as she was 
led away for execution. Therefore, it is urged, she must 
have been a well-known personage in the early Church. 

(c) that the accompanying salutation from Mark, " my son," 
makes it more probable that 11 rrvv,,c/l.e,cT1/ also refers to an 
individual, whereas such a metaphorical description of a 
church would be hardly intelligible in a letter, though it 
might be used in Apocalyptic literature. 

In answer to the last objection, it may be urged, that Babylon 
is most probably used in a. metaphorical sense and this would suggest 
that 11 rruve,c)\e,cr,f is also metaphorical, especially as other words in 
the Epistle, e.g. lita,nrop&. in the opening salutation, seem also to be 
metaphorical. 

It is therefore better to explain 1/ <rwe,c/1.e,cnj as referring to a 
church. This is the interpretation of N, in which h,c)\71,ria is added, 
as also in the Vulgate, Peshito and Armenian Versions and in Theo
phylact and Oecumenius. 

In support of this view it may be urged that " the elect lady " 
Kupla, <KAEKTq in 2 John and " the children of thy elect sister " almost 
certainly refer to churches. Clement of Alexandria describes 2 John 
as addressed "ad quandam Babyloniam Electam nomine, significat 
autem electionem Ecclesiae Sanctae." 

The Rev. J. Chapman O.S.B. (Jourwd of 1'heological Studies, 
July lll04) suggests that 2 John was addressed to the Church in 
Rome, in which case it is a plausible conjecture that Clement 
identified the Kupla. iKAEKT>) of 2 John with 11 f, BatJvAw,i ,ruv<K

"ll<KT'r/ in 1 Pet. Clement in his Hypotyposes makes no comment 
on these words of St Peter, but in commenting on the next words 
" Mark my son" he says that the Romans persuaded Mark to 
commit to writing what Peter preached. Therefore there is little 
doubt that he regarded 1 Peter as being written from Rome. 

In the Book of Henoch o <KA<Kros (xl. 5, xiv. 3, 4, etc.) is used 
as a title of the Messiah. It is therefore just possible that 1/ 
<rweKA<KT'r/ might denote the Bride of o iKXeK-ros. In Ephesians, 
from which St Peter so frequently borrows, St Paul describes the 
Church as the Bride of Christ (Eph. v. 23-32). In the Apocalypse 
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the New Jerusalem is described as the Bride, the Lamb's wife, 
and in the Shepherd of Hermas the Church is represented as a 
woman. 

Ba.~l!M>v,. For the three interpretations of this name of. Introd. 
pp. xxix :ff., where arguments were given to shew that Rome is almost 
certainly intended. 

Ma'.pKos 6 "Los P-0"· vi6s does not necessarily imply that St Mark 
was a convert of St Peter, though this is possible, as it was to the 
house of St Mark's mother that St Peter went on his release from 
prison. The more usual word for a convert would be riK•av. vios 
may merely mean that he has been like a son to St Peter. In 
early tradition Mark is constantly described as the companion of 
St Peter. 

The attitude of St Mark towards Gentile Christians has been dis
cussed in the Introduction (p. xlix f.). 

St Mark was certainly in Rome when Colossians was written, 
towards the close of St Paul's first imprisonment, and may have 
remained there as St Peter's companion until just before the out
break of the Neronian persecution. But he was again in the East 
when 2 Tim. was written, as St Paul asks Timothy to bring him 
with him to Rome. This visit in company with St Peter must 
therefore be placed either soon after St Paul's release or after 
St Paul's death. 

14. 4',ll.,jl'-a.T, dyu11'1JS· " A holy kiss " is ordered as a Christian 
greeting by St Paul in Rom. xvi. 16 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 20; 2 Cor. xiii. 12 ; 
1 Thess. v. 26. At first it was used as a personal greeting, but in 
the second century it became part of the Eucharistic service and is 
referred to by Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, the 
Apostolic Constitutions, Cyril of Jerusalem and Chrysostom. After
wards it was used as a greeting in the services for Baptism, Marriage 
and Ordination. 

,tptiv11 was the regular Hebrew greeting. Our Lord instructed 
His disciples to use it on arriving at a house, and Himself employed 
it when He appeared to them after the Resurrection. As a farewell 
greeting however the usual form was " depart in peace," of. Acts 
xvi. 36. St Paul uses it together with xd.p« in the opening salu
tations of all his epistles, but his farewell greeting is usually xap,~. 
He does however use eip~•'I in Eph. vi. 23 and drr!,vr, <TO< occurs in 
3 Jn 15. 

111 Xpurr4i is a very favourite phrase of St Paul to denote the 
position of Christians as members of Christ, and the same idea has 
already been expressed by St Peter in iii. 16 and v. 10. Such 
language evidently implies a full belief in the divinity of Christ, 
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do-wTia iv. 4, p. 93 

{Ja.af/\€LoP ii. 9, p. 50 
{JoiS/vqµ,a iv. 3, p. 91 

")'dAa. ii. 2, p. 43 
")'patf,fi ii. 6, p. 47 

/i1d ii. 14, iii. 20, v. 12, pp. 57, 78, 
123 

o,dfloAOS v. 8, p. 119 
l!,aKOPeiv i. 12, iv. 10, 11, p. 99 
li,a<11ropd i. 1, pp. liii f., 10 
/i,l!6va, xdpw v. 5, p. 117 
OtKalOS iii. 18, p, 76 

ooKlµ,,ov i. 7, pp. Iv, 23 f. 
/l6{a i. 7, etc., pp. 25 f., 104f. 

e-y1wµ,flou<11Ja, v. 5, p. 116 
l-yKD1rT€1V iii. 7, p. 68 
tll,os ii. 9, p. 50 
el Kai iii, 14, pp. 71 f. 
el with optative iii. 14, 17, p. 72 
El/Iba, with acc. and inf. v. 9, 

p. 121 
eiow)..oAaTpla iv. 3, p. 92 
eis i. 2, 3, 10, 11, 21, 25, v. 12, 

pp. lxxii, 6, 16, 18, 28, 39, 41, 
126 

els Tovro ii. 21, iii. 9, iv. 6, pp. 61, 
70, 94 

f'K ii. 12, p. 55 
lKA<KTos i. 1, etc., p. 10 
iKT<vfis -ws i. 22, iv. 8, p. 40 
(Xeos i. 3, p. 19 
tvvo,a iv. 1, p. 90 
l,rawos i. 7, p. 24 
€1rEPWTf/fJ,CI, iii. 21, p. 81 
e1r11pE1i!;«v iii. 16, p. 73 
hrtfLK1/S ii. 18, p. 60 
f7rtKC1,A€10"IJai i. 17, P· 35 
hr1µ,apT11pew v. 12, p. 126 
br10-Ko1rfi ii. 12, p. 56 
f7rt<1K07f0S ii, 25, P· 64 
€1rlTf/,.eu,IJ0,1 V, 9, p. 121 
f7f07rT€VflV ii. 12, iii. 2, PP· 55 f., 

67 
(ipµ,71vdrr71s p. xxiii) 
frxaTOS i, 5, 20, pp. 22, 38 
fro,µ,os i. 5, p. 22 

(71AwTfis iii. 17, p. 71 
(wo1ro1etv iii. 18, p. 77 

"7<1VXIOS iii. 4, p. 67 
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8{'/vqµ,a. iv. 2, p. 91 

ro,os iii. 1, p. 66 
lepri.rwµ,a. ii. 5, p. 46 

Ka.1da. ii. 1, p. 43 
rnK011"016s ii. 12, iv. 15, pp. xliii, 

55 
Ka.KOVP iii. 13, p. 71 
KflT<i iv. 6, pp, 95 f. 
Ka.raKvp,dmv v. 3, p. 114 
Kara.prlfew v. 10, p. 122 
KAEOS ii. 20, p. 61 
KA71povoµla. i. 4, p. 20 
KAfjpos v. 3, p. 114 
Krl,m ii. 13, p. 57 

"Aa"Aei'v iv. 11, p. 99 
"A.abs ii. 9, pp. 50 f. 
"A!Oos ii. 4, pp. 47 f. 
AO')'IKOS ii. 2, p. 44 
M-y,ov iv. 11, p. 100 
M-yos i. 23, iii. 1, pp. 40 f., 66 
"AvrpoiJqOa, i. 18, pp. 36 f. 

µ,<i.prvs v. 1, p. 113 
µ,<ira,os i. 18, p. 37 
µ,w"Aw,f, ii. 24, p. 64 

vewrepos v. 5, pp. 115 f. 

levl~iTOa., iv, 4, pp. 92 f. 
l6Xov ii. 24, p. 63 

o1Kov6µ,os iv. 10, p. 99 
olKOS iv. 17, pp. 109 f. 
o,oµ,a. iv. 14, 15, pp. 103, 108f. 

7rapa.K6'11"Tfl• i. 12, p, 31 
7ra.pf7rl/J71µ,os i. 1, ii. 11, pp. 11, 54 
7rapo,Kla. i. 17, p. 36 
7r<ip01KOS ii. 11, p, 54 
7ra.rpo7ra.p<i.ooros i. 18, p. 37 

7r<p17rOl7111"U ii. 9, P· 51 
'11"ti1"TCs els i. 20, p. 39 
1rvei!µ,a. i. 2, iii. 18, 19, pp. 15, 77 
7rvei!µ,a. Xp,qroO i. 11, pp. 28 f. 
7rp<q{JuTEpOS V, 1, pp. 111 f. 
7rp/;,')'•Wi1"1S 1. 2, pp. 14 f, 
7rpoµ,apr6peq(la., i. 11, p. 29 
7rpoq<i-yetv iii. 18, pp. 76 f. 
7rpoqlpxeq(la., ii. 4, p. 45 
7rfJOq>T/Tf/S i. 10, pp. 27 f. 
7r{;pwq1s iv. 12, pp. xii, 102 

pa.VT<i1"/J,0$ i. 2, pp. 15 ff. 

(,KfVOS iii. 7, p. 68 
qrepebs v. 9, p. 120 
qTfq>flPOS V, 4, p. 115 
qTf/p/fW' V, 10, p. 122 
quµ,7rpeq{Jfrrepos v. 1, p. 112 
i1"Wf<07/{ItS ii. 19, p. 61 
i1"WEKAEKT0$ V. 12, p. 127 
i1"VP!1"Xf//J,O.Tlfet• i. 14, p. 34 
qwµ,a. ii. 24, p. 63 
!1"WT7/pla i. 5, p. 21 
qwq,pove'i:, iv. 7, p. 96 

ra 11"E1•0,Ppoqvv7/ v. 5, p. 116 
Tf/P''" i. 4, p. 20 

/nrepri,Pa.,os v. 5, p. 117 
i11ro-ypa.µ,µ,bs ii. 21, p. 61 

,p,"Aa.oe"A,Pla i. 22, p. 40 
rpi"Aw,a v. 14, p. 128 
</HM~evos iv. 9, p. 98 
rp6(Jos iii. 2, 14, pp. 67, 72 
,Pvl\a.,rfi iii. rn, pp. 78, 88 f. 

xap,s i. 10, ii. 19, v. 6, 10, 12, 
pp. 28, 60, 117, 121, 126 

X"P'l'Y''' iv. 11, p. 100 
Xp1qna.v6s iv. 16, p. 108 
Xp,n6s i. 11, p. 29 
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