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TO OUR READERS. 

TIME has added another Year-Book to the chronicles of the past. 
Changeful in itself, it is leading the sons of men to the bourn of the 
unchangeable. As one among the many gifts of God, it bears 
blessings in its hand and scatters them along its path. For bow 
many of these have we had good reason to be thankful during the 
twelve months now brought to a close. Mercies new every morning, 
and repeated every evening, have testified to tho constant care of 
our loving Lord. What He bas been in the past, He will be in the 
future to His spiritual children, for He is the Immutable. It may be 
that many of His gifts have been ill requited and unacknowledged. 
It may be that, like Hezekiah of old, we have " not rendered again 
according to the benefit done to us." But let us take comfort from 
the declaration that "the blood of Jesus Christ," God's Son, 
"cleanseth from all sin," and seek grace to amend our ways in the 
year upon which we are entering. For all the help vouchsafed in 
the conduct of this periodical, and for all the kindnesses shown by an 
earnest band of contributors and readers, we desire to express our 
heartfelt thanks, and to indulge the hope that these pages may 
during one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven bear witness 
to "the Truth as it is in Jesus," and serve to build up believers on 
their most holy faith. It is not by might nor by power, but by the 
Spirit of the Lord, that good is accomplished and the Divine purpose 
promoted; therefore to God alone be the glory. Amen. 

That all who love our Lord Jesus Obrist in sincerity may experi
ence in their persons, homes, and spheres of labour a very HAPPY NEw 
YEAR, is the heartfelt wish of their sincere friend in the fellowship of 
the Gospel. 

TnE BUTl's, 
BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX, 

December30th, 1876. 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER BLAKE, 
Editor. 
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THE 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD . 

.I. -SE'R'MON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TillEitNAO'LE, .BY C, H. SPURGEON, 

"TMn .spake ,J9sus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth 1\Ie shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the Eght of light."
.,J ©RN viii. 12. 

Oun Lord did not speak in this way a,t the beginning of His ministry. He 
did not thus bear witness to Himself se,ying, '' I am the light of the world." 
But it was befitting on this occasion, when people before Him had already 
received sufficient evidence from other quarters. John the Baptist, whom 
all men counted for a prophet, had testified that Christ was the true light 
which l~ghteth every man that cometh into the world, The witness of John 

· they rejected; startling, if not canclusive, a£ it must have been, considering: 
the esteem in.which his oracular voice was held. j\foreover, Jesus Himself 
had wrought conviction _in then- swn hearts by His own teaching. Had 
they not listened to His famous Sermon on the i\Iount? Could they not feel 
the authority with which He spokB? Did they not confess to the impres
sions He produced on them? The weight and the wisdom of His discourse 
manifested a power that could melt their thoughts into the very mould of 
His ministry. Nor was it merely His teaching, transparent though that 
was; but the signs He showed and th<J miracles He wrought with the 
majesty of His voice and the virtue of His touch proclaimed that He was 
the light of the world. Thus the infirmities of the crea~ure called forth 
His Divine compassion. With radiant eyes of pity He looked on the 
wretched and gave them quick relief; He shone on their sadness like 
t.he Sun of Righteousness, with healing in His beams. They hailed His 
visit in every town and village as the healer of all that were diseased, 
1-Iight not the quick sense of every unprejudiced spectator detect in 
l-Iim the Messiah, and welcome His advent to the world? At length, 
as though aggrieved by theiT unbelief, He speaks loudly and proclaims 
plainly, "I am the light of the world.'' Such high ground does He 
take before His adversaries. Well might He say it to their teeth. 
H:irdly an hour before He had flashed that light into their eyes and 
blinded them with its brilliance. They had stood before Him, with the 
H~happy woman whom they sought to make the instrument of entangling 
· nn: and anon they had sneaked out of His presence conscience-stricken, 
when He said, "He that is without sin among you, let him first cast 
a ston_e at her.'' One ray of His omniscience had lit up the secret chambers t their memory and exposed at least to themselves the righteous law they 

ad ?roken and the crimes they had to answer for. He who could thus 
1onvmc,e them is able to convince the world of sin. He who lit up the 
· eepest, recesses of the heart is the light of the world. So Jesus here 

N
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2 THE LIGHT OF Tll:E WORLD. 

boldly and openly avowed the truth concerning Himself when He said, '' I 
am the light of the world." 

Let our meditation now be directed to our Lord Jesus Christ as the light 
-the true light-the guiding light-and the uni-rersal light. 

That Jesus is the light-the light of the world-is to be seen in all parts 
of His blessed history. Look at Him in His cradle. Shines there a star 
above the house wherein the young child sleeps? Brighter far than yonder 
star is He who lies cradled in the manger. He has come, the predictions of 
whose advent had iU1jlmined centuries of darkness. As a babe devout men 
hail Him, "A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of His people 
Israel." To the eye of faith what radiance emanates from the new-born 
babe! Look, for the like was never looked on before. There God is veiled 
in human flesh. Behold the mystery of the incarnation. God is manifest 
in our nature; He dwells among us. The light is clear and dazzling. 

Well might the angels have sung, " Glory to God in the highest; on 
earth peace, goodwill towards men." Sw(let babel thou hast pierced the 
thick darkness of earth's sorrow; thou hast enlightened her scenes of sad
ness, infusing joy into her gloom. Thy coming revealed the love of God, 
His sweet compassion and His tender pity towards the guilty sons of men. 
With growing years, while His increasing wisdom kept pace with His in
creasing stature, He shone, exhibiting a child's delight in the two tables of 
the law; His first concern being to do His heavenly Father's business, and 
His constant habit being to submitHimselfand to honour His earthly parent. 
Not rashly or recklessly did He begin to teach. His baptism throws a 
wonderful light upon consecration to God; and the dire temptations that · 
quickly followed, in all of which He foiled the tempter, have thrown 
a brilliant light on the pathway of Christian ministers. As a preacher He 
was luminous. He expounded the spirituality of the law. Light 
penetrated the precept through and through as He made the very 
essence of purity apparent. His light cleared the law of the mists and 
fogs that the rabbinical writers had gathered around it. He shed light too 
upon the covenant of grace. He promulgo.ted the gospel of peace among 
the sons of men. He told of God the Father, willing to receive His 
prodigal children back again into His bosom. His parables threw wondrous 
light upon the dispensation of the kingdom of heaven. His counsels and 
His cautions brought the final destinies of the righteous and the wicked into 
full view. Eternity dawned on His hearers while He spake. His own life 
exhibited the power of love, the value of sympathy, and the virtue of for
giving injmies, His death gave yet more palpable evidence of unfaltering 
submission to the will of God and unflinching self-sacrifice for the welfare 
of men. Oh, beloved l the light of Christ comes out brightest upon the 
cross. Some one called it the Pharos of this world's sea. So it is. This 
is the lighthouse that throws its beams across the dark waters of human 
guilt and misery, warns men of the rocks, and guides them to the haven. 
A Saviour! God in human flesh! He whom the seers predicted: "A king 
shall reign in righteousness," appears as the Divine symbol represented 
Him-" a Lamb slain." Behold Him shedding His precious blood to 
atone for the sins of men. Never did such light shine on the law and the 
prophets. Never did such light gleam on the faith and hope of pure 
hearts. Never did such light irradiate the repentance and conversion hy 
which sinners are retrieved. Behold the Sun as He cometh forth from His 
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chamber, and rejoiceth to finish His course! He before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ hath been evidently set forth crucified hath seen a light which doth 
outshine all earthly splendour. The sin and the sorrow, the shame and 
tli.e sentence, all vanish when we see the Redeemer die for us. And if from 
the gloom of His death so much comfort can be extracted, what shall we 
say when He rose again from the deao.? His dark sepulchre reflects glory 
now that He has arisen from the dead. The shroud, the ma.ttock, and the 
grave are shorn of their terrors. 

" No more a charnel-housc, to fence 
The relics of lost innocence, 
A vault of ruin and decay; 
Th' imprisoning stone is rolled away." 

Into the sepulchre you can peer now that Christ has broken down the door 
and rent away the veil. Through it you can look. For those that follow 
Christ it is a passage into everlasting life. He has brought life and im
mortality to light, Since He has risen from the tomb and left the dead, 
light, clear and transparent, shines on the exodus of the soul from earth. 
On, onward still, track His path as in His ascension He goes flaming up 
the skies. There, there is a road of light that shows us the way to God, He 
enters hea\·en and sits at the right hand of the Father. There, as our repre
sentath:e, He sheds the light of comfort down upon us. There He waits, 
ar..d while He waits He wills that where He is there should His people be. 
Oh, happy thought! to-day, my brethren, amongst the sons of men Christ 
is still the light. He has sent the Holy Spirit to be His representative 
here on earth. He testifies of Christ. The Divine Paraclete occupies the 
place of our departed teacher. The Church, inspired by the blessed Spirit, 
with ten thousand tongues, proclaims the gospel of salvation. "Ye are the 
lights of the world," said Jesus. In His people Chriat still shines forth 
with even a brighter light than in the days of His earthly sojourn. He has 
ten thousand reflectors instead of twelve. Ten thousand times ten thousand 
tongues proclaim His Gospel; and ten thousand times ten thousand hearts 
burn and blaze with the light of the Divine Word. Christ is the light of 
the world. Frmn His cradle to His throne, and onward till He cometh in 
full splendour at the second advent, the Lamb is the light that illuminates 
this dark earth. 

"Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
wor~d,'' He is THE TRUE LIGHT. There are other lights. Before His 
commg there had been some light typical. Do you not remember that 
a go;den lamp stood in the holy place with its seven branches'! It was an 
adnurable p1~ce of sacred furniture, and highly instructive; but Jesus 
seems to put it away. In fact it had been already put away. He had 
c_ome t~ put an end to its meaning by fulfilling its intent. " This was not the 
light; it was only the type of the light. I am the true light," He says, 
Even that light which flamed across the desert way when Moses led the 
h?st of God through the wilderness was but a typical light. The veritable 
pillar of cloud and fire is Jesus, who leads the whole host of God's elect 
through this weary wilderness to the Canaan of the blessed. 

Je_s~s Chri~t was the true light in opposition to the smoking flax of 
tradit10n. Listen to those rabbis! They think themselves the light of 
~e world. Their sophism is an endless strife of words ; their research is 
lS not worth your study; their.knowfodge is not worth the knowing. They 
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can tell you exactly which is the middle verse of the Bible, and which is 
the middle letter of the middle word. They discussed their paradoxes till 
they became adtUe-headed. They refined on their subtleties, till doctrine 
dwindled down into doubt; simple truth was degraded into silly twaddle ; 
their translations of Scripture were a travesty, and their commentaries an 
outrage upon common sense. But Christ, the true, the heavenly light, 
extinguishes all your· earthly luminaries. The Jewish rabbi, the Greek 
philosopher, the ecclesiastical father, and the modern theological thinker 
are meteors that dissolve into mist. They make void the Word of God 
through their traditions or their conjectures. _Flee away from the 
nebulous forms, and noxious fumes of their old traditions and new dis
coveries. Believe what Jesus said and His Apostles taught, and what 
you have had revealed to you in his own pure Word-Christ is the true 
light. 

In opposition to the glare of priestcraft with which so many, in all ages, 
have been enamoured, Christ is the light of the world. There is some 
reason to suppose that this declaration of our Lord bore allusion to a 
custom observed among the Jews at that time in connection with tlie 
Feast of Tabernacles. Maimonidcs says that on the previous evening two 
enormous candelabra-golden lamps-of a vast size were set up in the 
court of the women in the open air, and that these flamed with such a 
brilliant light that they appeared to illuminate the whole city of Jerusalem. 
And the women came with a torchlight rrocession, and stood around these 
flaming candelabra, and there executed a sort of sacred dance and solemn 
pageant. This was done, not on the authority of Moses, but on the autho
rity of tradition, to keep the people in mind of the cloudy and fiery pillar 
of the wilderness. The Feast of Tabernacles, you know, was designed as 
a memorial of the forty years that the children of Israel wandered in the 
wilderness, dwelling in tents; but this particular rite was of their own 
invention, a supplementary observance, intended to remind the reople of 
the fiery pillar that illumined the camp in those days of yore. Now it is 
supposed, not, I think, without good reason, that it was on the morning 
after this celebration that Jesus stood in the court. The lamps were gone 
out ; but the golden columns, that the niaht before had flamed, still 
remained in their places, the remnant of a spectacle, the lamps minus the 
light. Just then the sun was rising in its own peerless splendour. The 
scene they beheld gave force to the sentence He uttered. The contrast 
between the lamps which the priests had lit-a fit emblem ofsuperstition
were all going out, perhaps, with a noxious smell, while the mighty orb of 
day was rising, when Jesus said," I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness.'' '\Vhether the scene and the 
?ircumstances were as has been so well imagined or not, the truth is fitly 
11.lustrated by the similitude. '\Vhen every lamp that ever man has 
kindled, ~nd fed with the oil of ~uperstiti~n, shall have died out, as they 
must expire, our Lord Jesus Chnst shall, like the morning sun, make glad 
the_ sons of ~en. Away ye go_, _ye bright meteors of the night, around 
:wmc?. the . children of superstition execute their maddened dance of 
1mph?1t behef ! Away ye go! Already ye begi11. to go out. I see how ye 
all ~1eker, even _11;ow. The day cometh on apace in which the blast of 
G?ds ~terna~ Spmt shall_ blow you ?ut ill: everlasting night. But Jesus 
shines, He 1s the true _light, and will shine on for eve~. "I live in the 
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twilight of Christianity," said Voltaire; and he spoke a truth unwittingly. 
He thought that it was the twilight of the evening, but it was the twilight 
of the morning, for Jesus shineth brighter and brighter still-the true 
light, before which the lamps of superstition and priestcraft must pale 
their ineffectual fires. Thls is what the Saviour meant: He was the true 
light. 

Very different, too, is the light of Christ from the sparks which are to 
be seen all the world over. Every now and then a scientific gentleman 
picks up a flint arrow-head, and he strikes a wonderful light with it; and 
he that lhas his tinder-box ready and a brimstone match, may soon think 
he has got the true light, till another philosopher comes and, with the lid 
of the aforesaid tinder-box, puts that light out. This is the cardinal virtue 
of phil0sophers; they extinguish one another. Their fine-spun theories 
do not often survive the fleeting generation that admires them. A fresh 
race starts fresh theories of unbelief, which live their day, like ephemera, 
and then expire. Not so the light of Christ; it burns on, and beams for 
ever. We have friends who have been dazed by the light of "public 
opinion "-a very bright light that. And we have known some decent 
scholars who have been enraptured with "the light of the nineteenth 
century''-a wonderful luminary, indeed, but slightly darkened by the 
follies, frauds, and crimes which every day's newspaper reveals. 'iVe have 
had the light of erudition, which lauded Aristotle, and made the heathen 
author supply a text-book for Christian colleges. 'iVe have heard more 
than enough of the light of the Church, in which we can discern nothing 
but colours and conceits, borrowed from the medi:eval darkness of 
Christendom. But we have the trustworthy and the true when we hear 
Him exclaim, "I am the light." Where else shall light be found? Where 
shall the bewildered sons of men find a reliable guide ? In the teaching 
of the person, the life, the death, the sacrifice of the Christ of N azaretl1, 
we have light self-evidential, p11lpable by its own brilliance. Guiding 
light is here alike clearly visible. This to follow is not fallacious. " I am 
the light of the world: he thatfolfou·etk me shall not walk in darkness." 
Thus, then, is He a ligbt that is to be followed. Do any of you want to 
enjoy the light that streams from Christ, be assured you cannot realise it 
by reading about it-you must follow it. If a man could travel so fast as 
always to follow the sun, of course he would always be in the light. If the 
day shonld ever come when the speed of the railway shall be equal to the 
speed of the world's motion, then a man may so live as to never lose the 
light. Now, he that follows Christ shall never walk in darkness. To 
f~llow Him means to commit yourselves to Him, to believe Him, ~nd 
yield yourselves up, obediently doing what He bids, and implicitly accepting 
what He says. You must have no other Master. Say not," I will be 
taught by Calvin," or "by Luther," or "by Wesley," or "by anybody 
else." Jesus Christ only must be your light. His Word, by the testimony 
of His Spirit, must be your sole authority. 

Christ is the guiding light for the soul that panteth after God. Dost 
th?n say, with Philip, '' Show us the Father, and it sufficeth us"? Jesus 
sa1th, "I am the way, the tmth, and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by Ilie." Christ is the guiding light through the multitude of 
authors. If you want to thread your way among them, let the early 
Fatl:ters, the sturdy Reformers, the rigid Puritans, and the modern 
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Evangelists be your companions, if so it please you, but let Him be your 
guide, and His counsel your stay, till you reach the gates of glory. 
Amidst the conflict of opinions, His sure Word will prove your safe chart. 
He is the guiding light through sickness and suffering; trust Him and He 
will make your bed in your sickness ; He will bring lasting benefits out of 
your most lamentable afflictions. He is the guiding light through death's 
dark vale. In those gloomy shades you _need fear no ill if you keep close 
to Him. 

"Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if Thou be near." 

Christ has said, "He that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness;'' so 
the terror by night flies at His presence. The atoning blood shall speak 
peace to you. Ignorance shall vanish before the brightness He manifests. 
Christ shall teach you. Despair shall dissolve before the sweet beams of 
hope. Even doubt, with all the indecision that comes of it, melts at the 
sound of His animating voice, " This is the way ; walk ye in it." Thrice 
happy man who commits himself to Jesus! He shall always have light, 
and shall never walk in darkness. 

Jesus Christ is the universal light. He ~ays, '' I am the light of the 
world." He does not merely say," I am the light of the Jews," or" I am 
the light of the Gentiles.'' He is both. He is the light of all mankind. 
There is no clear light in which any man can discern God, or rightly under- . 
stand himself, perceive the bitterness of sin, or apprehend the destiny and 
the doom of heaven and hell, but what flows through Jesus Christ. I do 
not doubt that among the various religious professions spread over the 
world-in many of which Christianity is much debased-there are devout 
persons who enjoy a share of communion with God and a sense of pardoned 
sin, though the tone of their thoughts like the tongue of their utterance 
widely differs from our own; but it is all through one common Lord, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they find acceptance. When I get hold of a book 
that teaches erroneous things, yet if there is a flavour of Jesus Christ in it, 
I censure the faults without condemning t)le author, Never let my 
animadversions be mistaken for anathemas. I sometimes perceive that the 
man who wrote it has evidently found salvation, because he has laid hold 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He that follows Him is on the right tack. 
Though he may err in a thousand minor considerations, by following Christ 
in the main thing he is safe. Learn of Him and obey Him in all things 
-then shalt thou be blessed thyself and useful to others. Happy the man 
that bath seen this light and walks in this light of Christ, for '' this is the 
light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world ! " There is a 
little light in :M:abometanism. Indeed, considering the age in which 
Mahomet lived, he had a very great deal of light: the religion of the Koran 
is immeasurably superior to the religions of the age in which the prophet 
~ouri~hed. He even.taught the unity of the Godhead most clearly, Yet the 
hght m the Koran 1s borrowed from the Old and New Testament. It is 
borrowed light. The intelligence is pilfered. The light of the Parsee the 
light of Zoroaster, the light of Confucius came originally from the sa'.cred 
books of the Jews. From one source they must have all come, for all light 
comes from the great Father of lights. Wherever you alight upon any 
truth in strange places about man's state and condition, or about God and 
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the way to safety, you may rest assured that the light, if tracked to its dawn, 
would lead you up to Jesus Christ ; for aU the true light comes from Him. 

Christ is the light of the world, destined to shed His beams over the 
whole earth. The day comes when all mankind will see this light. How 
often I have been told of late that the world is all going to rack and ruin, 
and that all that we onght to do is to try and man a lifeboat and save a few 
strugglers, hastening ourselves to leave the wreck before she breaks up! 
Well now, I am not so desponding as that. I am of opinion that, by God's 
good grace, we shall tug the old vessel off the rocks, and that the kingdoms 
of this world will become the kingdoms of our God and of His Christ, for 
the Lord hath sworn that all flesh shall see the salvation of God. I cannot 
believe that this dispensation will be wound up as a tremendous failure, 
that the Gospel zealously preached everywhere shall result in only a few 
being saved, and that the whole economy shall go out in darkness as the 
snuff of a candle is extinguished. Nay, I look for better things. They 
that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before Him, and His enemies shall 
lick the dust. The isles shall bring Him tribute; Sheba and Seba shall 
offer gifts, yea, all kings shall fall down before Him. I cannot help 
believing that the Gospel yet is to be triumphant. I look for the coming 
of Christ. Let Him come when He may, our hearts will leap for joy to 
greet Him. But for this dispensation to end without success would almost 
seem to me like thwarting the purposes of God. It is not His way in the 
world. He has entered into battle with Satan deliberately, choosing poor 
feeble instruments like ourselves to confound the forces confronted against 
Him; and if He should withdraw His troops from the field, or come Himself 
to the front and take up the fight single-handed which His chosen legions 
could not conduct, it would look as if He had not wisely foreseen the 
engagement or had needed to alter His plans to compass His ends. His 
Spirit can inspire inveterate feebleness with irresistible force. He can use 
means without miracles, or He can work wonders without wantonness. 
His first act augured auspiciously. The twelve Apostles, like a little 
compact square of grenadiers to fight against the foe, is no ill omen. It 
So/ely does not mean that the battle shall end till the enemy has turned 
hr~ back and flecl. Moreover, He keeps on sending fresh battalions; He 
raises up new troops; and every now and then, when the battle seems to 
;aver, He recruits the ranks and sends out new enlistments, strengthening 

e ranks that are thinned, and harassing the enemy with His reserves. 
Courage, mr brethren! There shall be revival after revival; there shall 
be reformat1~n after reformation, shock of battle after shock of battle, and 
the dread artillery of God's great Gospel shall be fired off against the hosts 
of hell. The gods of the heathen shall fall. Antichrist shall be over
thrown. Babylon shall sink like a millstone in the flood. The crescent of 
Mahomet must wane into eternal darkness. Israel shall behold her King, 
rd the :t:ulness of the Gentiles shall be gathered at His feet. So let our 
art~ excrt? our courage, and our courage stimulate our patience, and our 

Jatrence [R-Ve zest to the full assurance of hope, while we worship our Lord 
esus Chr1st as the light of the world. 

I Thus have I carried out my design of amplifying on the four points that 
tiJ;?Pi~ded to ;you_at the outset. Let me wind up with a personal ques-
act. · tmce Christ rs the light of the world, I would ask how are we 

lllg owards Him? 
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Do any of us shun the light? I know some men slight the privileges 
they ought to prize. They do not want to know Him whose going forth is 
as the light of the morning when the sun riseth. They never read the 
Bible, or search into the history, the prophecy, and the promises. They 
do not like an earnest ministry. They have a sort of happy-go-lucky style 
of religion; they take in whatever anybody else tells them; they attend 
their place of worship as a matter of habit, and observe all the proprieties 
of fashion ; but as to doing right or seeking light, they seldom or never 
give it a thought. They do not count it desirable. Too much light would 
expose much that would not bear inspection. Dear friend, if you are afraid 
of light be suspicious of yourself, for it is deceit that dreads detection. Who 
are the people that like darkness rather than light? If it were put to 
a meeting of the inhabitants of London, who would vote for putting out the 
gas at night? \.Vell, I l\•arrant you, every burglar would; every garotter 
would ; and there are certain libertines who would rather like it. Every 
man that doeth evil hateth the light. I do not mean to 'compare you with 
those gentlemen. Still the saying is very comprehensive-" He that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cemeth to the light lest his deeds should be 
reproved." Of course, when some m<;in sneer we can appreciate their sen
sitiveness. The doctrine of Christ does not suit the dissolute. Lax living 
never does lead up to an admiration of pure piety. ·what a price the 
profligate have to pay for their pleasures ! Are you, my friend, conscious 
of anything you want to conceal? Look closely at it yourself. Recollect 
that you will have to look at it in that great day when the secrets of all 
hearts will be exposed. ·when Jesus comes "to judge the world with 
righteousness and His people with equity," from the light of justice, from 
the heat of judgment nothing whatsoever shall be hid. Be wise, therefore, 
to repent now of the evil, lest calamity reach you when there is none to 
commiserate, 

Do I see a curl of the lip, a shrug of the shoulder, a cynical expression 
of the countenance, as some one asks, Are we really, then, to regard the 
Christ you speak of, the atonement you preach, the resurrection you are 
so confident about, as the light of the present age, the light of other ages, 
in fact, the light of the world ? You put it well, my friend; and you look 
well as you put the question. It occurs to me that I might l)leet you in 
altered circumstances, when your tone would be altered likewise. Flesh 
is frail. Your eye will not be always full of lustre; your spirits will not 
be always blithe and gay; your health will not he always strong and 
vigorous. Not yet have you felt your need of the light which has 
irradiated past ages, can enlighten this age, and will shine with un
diminished glory in the everlasting age. Proud man, are you a philospher 
or a politician? are you a man of science or a mere sciolist-a pretender? 
Know this, that in darkness thou didst enter this world; years passed 
before you dreamed that life had a purpose ; and in darkness denser still 
thou must make thine exit, if, pleased with a fancy or enamoured of a 
fallacy, thou failest to see the Light that makes time and eternity 
resplendent. ·when we preach the Gospel purely and simply, we seem to 
be challenging the question on the part of some of you. To what 
purpose? The light we propound you do not need. How can I an-awer 
you? No arguments of mine will avail while you 3,J.'e blind to the perils 
you must meet with in traversing those unknown paths and untried 
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experiences that lie before you. And as to the objections that any of you 
raise, let the man that takes objection to God's counsel, and spurns His 
kindness, answer for the rashness he will have to rue. Petty scruples ! 
Paltry excuses! They betray your insincerity. It is absurd to trifle when 
the outlook might well make you tremble to plead for yourselves. You 
will not put your cause in the hands of the Counsellor. Hence the gloom 
that comes of your doubts ; hence the wretchedness of a sinner's reflections 
on the grace ofihis Redeemer. You cavil at the light. Do you know the reason 
why? \Vell, I think it is for very much the same reason that made the 
Brahnrin break the microscope. He thought it wicked to destroy life of 
any kind. He would not eat meat, or feed upon flesh, fish, or fowl; for 
anybody that destroyed life would destroy his own soul. " V{ ell," said a 
missionary, "but you must do violence to your own conscience every time 
you think, for the water you swallow teems with animalculre-living, 
moving creatures." Then he showed him a drop of water, magnified by a 
microscope. The 1,vidence was clear, but, instead of yielding to convic
tion, the Brahmin was enraged at the instrument which wrought the 
.discovery, so he broke the microscope. In like manner men despise and 
attempt to disprove the Gospel, because it reveals truths that are un
welcome. It explodes their traditions ; it disparages their opinions; it 
debases their cherished tastes, and so it destroys their peace of mind. It 
will not let them live comfortably in sin. The love of sin and superstition, 
a zeal for your clan and your craft, animate your opposition to malevolence 
and madness. Methinks I hear somebody say, "I wish I could see it." 
Well, dear friend, I wish I could credit your candour. The light that 
streams from Christ is visible; but not to eyes that are shut; not to hearts 
that are hardened; not to consciences that are seered. "Open your eyes; 
it is all you have to do.'' Look, sinner-look and live! All around you is 
the light of everlasting love. Do but open those poor eyes of yours, that 
unbelief has kept closed so long. 0 Lord, open thou the sinner's eyes 
that he may now see! The light is all around thee, brother; the light is 
all around thee. Others see it and rejoice. Only let thine eyes be 
opened, and thou shalt hail the glorious orb which makes manifest all that 
is obscure and awful to thy present apprehension. 

Is there one who says, "\V ell, thank God, I have seen that light?" 
Then, dear brother, be grateful and give thanks. \Ve are none of us as 
than}tful as we ought to be for the light that shines in the face of Jesus 
Christ. There was a custom on the Alps in the olden time, which, I fear, 
has dropped into desuetude. Some one was appointed to stand upon the 
topmost Alp with a great cowhorn, and as soon as he beheld the rising of 
th!' sun with a loud blast he gave notice. From peak to peak of the Alps 
nnght then be heard, in those good old days, a psalm of praise. Oh, ye 
happy souls that have beheld the rising of the Sun of Rio-hteousness, tell it 
fort;h with trumpet tongue ! \Vell may a thousand v~ices take up His 
praise. Blessed be the name of Jesus. For ever be His name adored. 
ragnify His grace for the light that shines; for the goodness it dill'tlses; 
or the joy, the abounding joy, it awakens on every side. 

And now, brethren, let gratitude and benevolence prompt your zeal to 
spread the light, to l!'eflect it all around, near and far. I am very anxious 
~ahtt all the members of this Church should endeavour to disseminate the 
ig of the knowledge of Christ which has shone in their own hearts. I 
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pray you, brethren and sisters, do not get cold, formal, or indifferent. The 
tnth you have believed through grace is a precious trust committed to 
your eharge. You have been a praying people, and you are so still; blessed 
be God's name. Do not forsake the meetings for prayer: frequent them 
regularly, and conspire together to make them still more full of life and 
energy. I have been wont to say with honest gratitude that most if not 
all the members in fellowship with us were actually engaged in some work 
for Jesus. Is it so now? Are you all interested and occupied in telling 
and teaching the good news and the great lessons of the Gospel? ,v e have 
no notion of leaving to pastors the whole work of the Christian ministry, in 
which every faithful disciple should take earnest part. One man alone, 
perhaps, may preach to such a throng as this; but if we are to have 
preaching everywhere, you must all preach by word and deed to circulate 
the heavenly wisdom in every sphere of earthly resort. Oh, my sisters 
and my brothers, the best of all preaching, because the most simple and 
unostentatiouE, is to be found in the ordinary intercourse you hold with 
your fellow-creatures, when with a good conversation you avail yourselves 
of all the occurrences and opportunities of daily life. In your families the 
sweetness of your temper, the gentleness of your manners, and the purity of 
your actions should bear witness that you have been with Jesus and learned 
of Him. The integrity of your business habits should speak for the 
sanctity of your morals, and commend the school in which you have been 
trained. Your character must be clear, or the utterance of your lips will 
be despised. Then an outspoken testimony will take hold of men's hearts. 
Tell your children, your brothers, your sisters, and your intimate friends 
the way to Jesus. Tell the strangers who sit by your side, if you can, 
something of your own sweet experience of the light that there is in Jesus. 
God has recently taken away some of our best workers, as you know. Oh, 
brethren, make up for the loss of one of the best of men, long known as 
a deacon and elder in onr midst, who is now laid aside, his health departed, 
his strength prostrate. Oh, sisters, try to make up by double energy for 
the loss of that good sister who was a mother among you all. Oh, let us 
all see to it tliat there be no gaps in the ranks of Christ's army which are 
not quickly filled up with fresh recruits. If there should happen to be 
a vacancy and the man has fallen who stood next to me, I will try, by 
God's strength, to fight with both hands at this time till some other shall 
step up to take his place. Since Christ is our light and He has ordained 
us to be lights in the world, let us shine to the utmost of our capacity until 
the Master shall take us to dwell with Him in the light for ever. 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND 
'NORK. 

THE REVIVAL AT ROCKFOOT. 
PART l. 

VERY happy was Pastor Josiah 
Bright; indeed he candidly con-

fessed that he had not felt so happy 
for years. ·when he said so, no
body doubted it for a moment: it 

' was as patent as that the sun shone 
by day and the moon by night. 
Whenever his friends met him, they 
observed that his face was radiant 
with smiles; he grasped their hands 



and shook them vigorously, as if he 
meant it ; for all he had a few 
kind, cheery, and sympathetic 
words; and he was so ready, both 
iu season and out of season, to do 
them any needful service, that they 
had abundant proof of the correct
ness of his assertion. It was not at 
all unusual for them, when thus 
they met him, to hear him quietly 
humming over to himself a cheerful 
melody; or if they called on business 
at his house, to hear him singing 
aloud in his study; and one dear 
female friend was confidentially 
informed by Mrs. Bright that not 
only was her husband singing 
nearly all the day long, but actually 
on more occasions than one she had 
been woke out of the most refresh
ing sleep by hearing him suddenly 
strike up in his pleasant dreams 
some favourite hymn and tune 
recently introduced into the special 
services. Such demonstratively 
being the good pastor's happy state 
of mind and feeling, it may not be 
at all unprofitable to ask how it 
was brought about, and whether 
there were sufficient grounds for 
believing that such a satisfactory 
frame was likely to continue. 

A worldly person hearing of the 
pastor's jubilant feeling might, in 
seeking for its origin, have naturally 
enough supposed that a good slice 
of worldly luck, in the shape of 
substaRtial bank notes, gold, silver, 
and property, had by some unex
pected stroke of fortune fallen to his 
share. Such an event is generally 
supposed to promote so desirable an 
end. Had the supposition, how
ever, been entertained, it would 
have proved a great mistake: no 
such worldly legacy had found its 
way to the pastor's humble cottage 
home in Rockfoot. Poor he was 
when first he came to it, poor he 
remained still. If he found that he 
had nothing to spare then with a 

wife and four small children, he 
had abundance of opportunity of 
proving daily that in a pecuniary 
sense he was none the better off 
now with the same limited salary 
and two additional children to pro
vide for into the bargain. Clearly 
it was not an increase of this 
world's good that made him so 
happy. 

What was it, then? 
To come to the point at once-a. 

genuine Revival had broken out in 
. the church of which for four years 

he had been the pastor. ·when he 
came to it it was in a desperately 
low condition. The members were 
few in number and mostly old 
people. They worshipped with a 
thin congregation in a fair-sized 
but dilapidated chapel. The Sun
day-school children met in a small 
vestry underg1·ound, and it not un
frequently happened that the few 
scholars who came had to be sent 
home early for want of tea.chers. 
The place itself, too, had a bad 
name. Several of the members in 
time past had in a variety of ways 
publicly dishonoured their pro
fession; and even one or two of the 
stated 1ninisters had wandered 
sadly out of the way. Those who 
still perseveringly "stuck to the 
place" readily acknowledged that 
it was of little use to ask their 
friends and neighbours to come and 
worship with them. 1\Iost of them 
when invited to come would shake 
their heads dolefully, and decline 
to accept the invitation on the self
satisfactory ground that, "although 
they went to no place of worship, 
they were evidently as good, if not 
better, than many who did go." 
This being the somewhat serious 
state of things, it was palpably 
certain that any pastor who accepted 
such a charge would find that 
making progress meant '' uphill 
work," Aud that Pastor Bright did 
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find. For the first twelve months 
work as hard as he would, he 
seemed to make little or no impres
sion on the obstinate population; 
come to hear him they would not, 
though he " charmed ever so 
wisely.'' In the eourse of one year 
only two members were added by 
baptism to the church. The second 
year was better, six being the 
number. Then there was a mani
fest improvement in the congrega
tion and school. so much so that for 
the latter additional accommodation 
had to be provided. The chapel 
also was cleaned, fresh painted, and 
renovated, without any debt being 
incurred. So far so good, and the 
pastor began to look up and take 
courage. But in the third year 
trouble came: old sores were ripped 
open, and two or three unpleasant 
church meetings followed. These 
led to the withdrawal of one deacon 
and five members, leaving at the 
expiration of this year-taking into 
account the usual deduction of losses 
from deaths, removals, erasures, 
and exclusions-a net increase of 
four members only as thB result of 
threB years' arduous labour. 'With 
such a result the pastor was far 
from being satisfied. He berran to 
feel that it was time for him to 
think seriously of a removal. He 
asked himself the questi,m, ·was he 
not spending both his time and 
labour in vain? "\Vas not labourincr 
at Rockfoot really" ploughing on : 
rock ? " "\Vould the soil ever yield 
a harvest? and if it did, how long 
would he have to sow the seed and 
cultivate it before the Divine bless
ing came ? ·what was to be done? 

In such a gloomy state of mind, 
at the commencement of the fourth 
year, he went to the weekly prayer
meeting. This meeting had been 
poorly attended for some months, 
but on the present occasion it 
proved thinner than ever. Only 

three per~ons met to wait npon the· 
Lord-a deacon, a young member, 
and the pastor. He left this small 
service with his mind made up. He 
would stand thls sort of thing no 
longer. It should be "kill or cure.'' 
Next Sunday morning he would let 
them know his mind. But first of 
all he would pray over it. God 
should give him his text and teach 
him what to say. The word given 
to him he woold deliver, ~st what 
it might. Hour after hour wail 
spent in prayer and study. The 
text was suggested to his mind, and 
the method of working it. The 
Sunday morning came, and the text 
was announced. "\Vhat text was it? 
Was it one that would enable him 
energetically to ''whip" his con
gregation all round? And did he 
from it in an angry mood '' show 
them up'' and chastise them for
their sins, iniquities, and short
comings, as with a rod of iron?" 
Did the people leave the Lord's 
house that morning with the painful 
feeling·that they had never received 
such a thrashing from the pulpit 
before in their lives? Nothing of 
the kind. Pastor Bright had lived 
long enough to know that this sort 
of thing was not likely to effect the 
desirecl good. It was his persuasion 
that people generally would not be 
"scolded out of their sins." Still, 
as he had resolved, he told them bis 
mind, and faithfully delivered the 
well - studied sermon. The text 
selected was John x. 10: "I am 
come that the_y might have l{fe, and 
that they might have it more abun
dantly." From this text, in quiet 
and earnest tones, he preached an 
able and telling discourse on the 
"abundant Christian Life." Heaff'ec
tionately asked the members of the 
church present if they did not think 
that they were living far below their 
privileges. Was their state 1m,tis
factory? Let their last prayer-meet-
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ing give the answer. Three persons 
only attending it, and one of these 
the pastor t Three persons present 
out of a church of seventy members l 
Sixty-seven absent, two-thirds of 
whom might have been present! 
Could the private life be right when 
such was the case? It went to his 
heart to ask them a question like 
that, but necessity compelled him. 
·what would the Lord, who knew 
all about them, say if He gave His 
verdict about their inner spiritual 
life ? Did they feed daily upon the 
,v ord 1 Were they often . found 
upon their knees in their closets ? 
Did their love to Christ abound? 
Could it be said of them as of a 
church in time of old, "Your faith 
groweth exceedingly ? " \Vas their 
communion with Jesus sweet ? 
Could all around them tell from 
their daily conduct that they "had 
been with Jesus ? " Were they 
conscious that they " grew in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus," as the Spirit's sanctified 
ones? \Vere they in real earnest 
for the salvation of souls, and did 
they seek in every way continually 
to win them fur Christ? Alas, alas t 
he wrui afraid that such was far 
.from being the case when only 
three could be got to a prayer
meeting. It had been truly said, 
'' The prayer-meeting is the pulse of 
the church. If the pulse beat 
strong and regular, it indicates a 
strong and healthy constitution; 
but if feeble and irregular, it is a 
sign of ill health and weakness. 
·when the constitution of the church 
gets healthy and strong, the prayer
meeting will be thought much more 
of than our anniversaries," If that 
was the case-and he never doubted 
it fox an instant-how languid must 
be the pulse <if their church, with 
such a meagre gathering for prayer! 
Oh ! would they not from that time 
resolve in God's strength to live up 

to their privileges and enjoy a 
nobler Christian life? If they 
desired it, the way was open. 
There was no need . for doubting 
aud fearing about their soul's salva
tion: they might possess the '' know
ledge of salvation,'' and "make 
their calling and election sure." 
There was no need for living a low 
and grovelling life, when Jesus 
came-as the text declared-to 
give "abundant life," Would they 
like to know what "abundant life" 
meant? He would illustrate it by 
giving them two figures. There 
was a sick man lying on his bed. 
It was true he was alive, but that 
was all. The pulse was feeble ; he 
hardly breathed; consciousness was 
almost gone. Abundant life was 
not there. Here in a poor cottage 
was a flower in a red pot. Its 
colours were faded ; its stem 
drooped; its leaves were falling off; 
it looked :i, withered up thing. 
Here was life, but the flower was 
dying. Contrast the man full of 
health and strength, with strong 
bounding limbs and powerful intel
lect, with the dying man! Contrast 
the flower blooming in the garden, 
with its variegated beauties and 
sweet perfume, with the dying 
flower in the window! How great 
the difference ! Such was the diffe
rence between sick life and healthy 
life, stunted life and abundant life. 
Now Christ had not only come to 
give life, but abundant life : not life 
that could hardly be perceived, but 
a full flow of healthy, vigorous, 
spiritual, heavenly life; and still 
further, not only to give this, but 
to give it "more abundantly.'' He 
dared to say that it was his fault, 
and their fault too, if they did not 
enjoy the abundant life that the 
Saviour on earth died to give them; 
and if the church did not seek it, 
they might inscribe over their 
chapel doors, '' !cha.bod, the glory is 
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departed.'' Such was the substance 
of the sermon preached; and when 
in closing, the preacher. with te~rs 
rolling down his cheeks and a voice 
almost choked with emotion, told 
them that unless this "abundant 
life" was earnestly sought for and 
manifested, much as he loved them, 
he felt his work there was done, 
and he must ask the Lord to send 
him elsewhere to labour, the intense 
silence of the congregation was not 
only broken by audible sighs, but 
several wept aloud. It was evident 
that this earnest appeal to the pro
fessed followers of Jesus present to 
seek a more real and noble Chris
tian. life had not been made in vain. 
A proof of it was given on the spot. 
Hardly had the preacher entered 
the vestry when one of the deacons 
rushed in. For some time past, 
through the pressure of business, he 
had been noted for his neglect of 
the week evening service. ,v1rnt 
now was he going to say? Had he 
rushed in to give the faithful mini
ster " a good blowing np" for his 
bold utterances? Not exactly. 
The word had, through the spirit of 
God's influence, found its way to 
the neglectful deacon's heart. 
Grasping the minister heartily by 
the hand, he said, '' Thank you, sir, 
for that sermon. You have spoken 
out like a man. It has been long 
wanted. It's true you've hit me 
rather hard, but it's no more than I 
deserve. If I can help it, you shall 
never have just cause to complain 
any more about ha,:ing, '.,only thr~e 
at the pmyer-meetrng. · He sa1cl 
no more, but from this candid con
fession the pastor drew the grati
fying conclusion that when they 
next met for prayer on Tuesda_y 
evening he should find the long
absent deacon there. 

SYNTAX AND RELIGIOUS 
TRUTH.-A DREAM. 

BY REY, W. POOLE BALFER:-!, 

"No religious truth can be accurately 
expressed in language governed by the 
la.ws of human svnta.x."-llIR. DORLING 

at t1ie Con:regati'una/ Union. 

Mosr of us, as the days shorten and 
the way seems to grow more steep, 
enter into the meaning of the touch
ing and beautiful words of the late 
gifted and lamented Robert Alfred 
Vaughan, '' I try to sit loosely to 
everything, and to reach that saintly 
indifference which my mystics coun
sel-I am tired of' trying to know 
and knowing so little after all." 
Yes, he wanted rest, and that rest 
he found. 

Most of us have had our days of 
mist, both in reference to morals, 
politics, and theology before coming 
to the true light, but haviBg found 
that, do not care, unless compelled, 
to get into it again even with all the 
advantages of a good light without. 
In some such mood as this we read 
the words above recorded, and being 
below par, and tired, and sleepy 
withal, although we almost felt it to 
be a duty to inquire somewhat into 
their mood, meaning, and tendency, 
nature would assert her supremacy, 
and, with our feet on the fender, ere 
we were aware, Darling and Syntax 
were consigned to oblivion, and we 
were fairly off to the land of nod
the dim-the undefinable-the un
known-the terror of the logicians 
-the paradise of the poets, dream
ers, and initiative theologians. 

So we were thinking as we con
gratulated ourselves on feeling, as 
we thought, the soft fingers of sleep 
soothing our orth◊-dox irritation and 
conducting, if not to the mystic 
chamber of saintly indifference, to 
that which, though for the time 
being is more prosaic, is no lees 
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needful to the material side of our 
nature-sleep ! when lo ! through 
the mist, at first dim and undefined, 
but gradually growing brighter and 
clearer, appeared the beautiful face 
of a dear, old, orthodox, departed 
friend. What feelings of love and 
joy, what a host of buried associa
tions, all in a moment had a resur
rection as our old friend softly laid 
his hand upon our arm and looking 
into our face with his usual bright, 
anxious, and :intelligent glance, in
quired as though we had never been 
parted, 

" What do you think of that state
ment of Darling's?'' 

" I was but just thinking myself." 
"Don't you think they are symp

tomatic of the negative, disintegrat
ing process going on in many minds 
-a little stream from the old mystic 
:Maurician fount? The devil is very 
cunning; he is not trying to knock 
down truth fairly before you now, 
but to hide her featmes in a veil of 
mysticism, or to steal her away a 
bit at a time, and he is doing it very 
sanctimoniously, as usual, through 
many who affect a super-spirit
uality.'' 

"·why, I see you haven't quite 
lost the old animus, even now; but 
surely something is to be allowed 
for a period of transition? '' 

" Well, what is meant by that? 
Let me know and I will tell you 
what I can allow. I got here by 
believing certain words containing i 

or bringing to me certain things ; 
are the wards or the things to be 
forsaken, or both? If the former 
only, while the latter are retained, 
though I doubt the wisdom, I have 
no quarrel; but I do not like the 
tendency of these things.'' 

'' "\Yell, no; they are not indica
~ons of real strength, and the age 
is fi:,st, feverish, aud _ verbally pre
tent10us; many of the men, too, 
who use their pens are young theo-

logians, and, like young physicians, 
are fond of harsh measures; but re
cently the forensic aspect of Adam 
and his posterity was cavalierly 
brushed away and the old realistic 
theory so prominent in scholastic 
and mediawal philosophy put into 
its place under the somewhat pomp
ous high-sounding term of solidarity. 
I do not fear the new school much. 
Young divines, like young colts, 
often kick over the traces at first, 
but give them the rein, and after a 
time, when they learn what the road 
is, they give up all idea of kicking 
superiority, and settle down to work 
like ordinary mortals, thinking it of 
more importance to get the cart up 
the hill than to show their strength 
in prancing, even though they have 
the chance of astonishing or fright
ening certain old ladies by the 
way." 

" You arc still facetious, I see ; 
but I feel the matter to be very 
serious; it is but few minds that 
find their way back out of this theo
logical mist and negativism.'' 

'' Some take longer than others; 
we have known some who, after 
i:apourinq for years, crytallised at 
last into the ordinary forms of ortho
dox truth-one after twenty years 
floating above the heads of ordinary 
Christians and looking at them with 
a smile of pity, said he had now 
settled down upon the Assembly's 
Catechism-a grand result, no doubt, 
but it might have been worse." 

"He was in good company, at all 
events; but a little humility before
hand mio-ht have saved him his 
wasted ti~e and that of other people, 
for if he had not gone up he would 
not have had to come down. Fol
lowing men makes us very great
God very little. 

" Well, in this world much of our 
poetry :must become prose, and our 
wine water. It is well for us, how
ever, we have to do with a Teacher, 
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who still knows how to turn the 
latter into the former." 

'' But to return. What of this 
'period of transition,' if it is not 
from things, but words ? What 
better words than those in use can 
we find to make kno,vn to us what 
God means by sin, grace, pardon, 
justification, sanctification, &c.?" 

"I don't know. Thousands have 
been saved through them; and while 
something may be conceded to the 
flux of language, many preachers 
are killed more by how they speak 
than by what they speak. Their 
epitaph should be : ' Here they lie, 
martyrs to style."' 

"Ah, but it is not a question of 
style simply. If the thi11gs in many 
instances were not objected to, the 
words would not be so strenuously 
rejected." 

"We have known some Christians 
who while they would not receive 
certain truths in one form, have 
received them in anothe1·." 

" True ; but if, for no reason, we 
break the glass which has brought 
water to our lips in other days, is 
there not a fear that we may lose 
the water itself? Paul exhorted 
his son Timothy to " hold fast the 
formofsound words which thou hast 
heard of me in faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus."* But to return'to 
:Mr. Dorling, what does he me~n 
when he says that 'no religious 
truth could be accurately,' &e.?" 

" Perhaps he means by religious 
truth, religious feeling ; and you 
know Henry \Vard Beecher says 
that religious feelings may be illus
trated, but cannot be defined," 

" Is that true? By defining a 
thing we mark off its boundaries, 
and so practically and usefully 
separate it from other things, so 
that we may distinguish it from 

* We are aware of the different ren
de1'.lngs of this pRssage. 

other things, and form a clear idea 
of it. Does not God Himself do 
this with reference to the feelings? 
Does He not say of sorrow, There 
is a sorrow which is of the world 
and unto death, and which separates 
it from godly sorrow-which is of 
God and to God. But Mr. Dorling 
knows what he means, and he says, 
'religious truth,' " 

" \Vell, what do you think he 
means ? I should like to hear him 
define his terms, but as this is cer
tainly, in reference to myself, impos
sible, I confess they perplex · me. 
But we may turn them about and 
see what they reflect, for great state
ments, like great men, are many
sided. Can IVIr. Darling exp1·ess 
accurately his opinion as to this 
matter, so as to make his meaning 
intelligible, and that notwith
standing that he speaks through a 
language governed by the laws of 
human syntax? If so, surely the 
Great Teacher, God Himself, in 
reference to religious truth, can do 
in relation to it what JYir. Darling 
does in reference to his opinion ; 
that is, make His meaning intelli
gible to those to whom He would 
communicate it, and convey u-lwt 
He ineu11s to convey. If not, God 
Himself must be straightened-and 
religious teachers, not even except
ing Mr. Dorling himself, are striving 
to put others right by that which is 
wrong-men are to be made true by 
that which is false, and the Spirit 
of Truth, which is the spirit of 
accuracy, is sanctifying and saving 
men by inaccuracies ! Does not 
Christ say, 'If any man love Me 
he will keep My words '? and if we 
keep His words, must we not keep 
their meaning? and if we keep their 
meaning, do we not keep their 
teaching ? and if we keep their 
teachings, do we not keep His doc
trines? And if we keep this mean
ing so as to be saved by it, and 
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so communicate it as that others 
are saved-cannot words which do 
this conveying the truth so far as 
they go and reaching the end de
signed of God be termed accurate 
-and if so, what becomes of Mr. 
Dorling' s statement ? " 

" I fear you are misrepresenting 
Mr. Dorling by not understanding 
him. Perhaps he means that no 
human language can hold the es
sence or all that is contained in 
religious truth." 

" Then why does he not say so? 
'What orthodox man ever said that 
human language could, either in 
relation to Christian feeling or 
truth ? But does it bring such a 
definite meaning from God as that 
our faith can apprehend if n::it com
prehend it-and so apprehend it as 
to be sanctified and saved by it? 
And if so, then what does his lan
guage mean?" 

" I told you before I am in the 
same relation to his words that I 
am to many other things. I do not 
understand him." 

"\Vere they not spoken in rela
tion to 'trust deeds,' and are they 
not a fair sample of the indirect 
tyranny of negativism or ultra
liberalism '!" 

"You are always severe; but 
you know there are many who 
believe that the Spirit of God will 
take care of the truth." 

"Just so; and it is because the 
orthodox believe this, and that down 
to the end of time He will teach 
and save men through those very 
truths by which they have been 
saved, and that there will ever be 
those who will, having been thus 
saved, be ready joyfully to preach 
them, that they put their money 
t?gether to build chapels and pul
pits to facilitate their propagation 
and to benefit and bless others. 
One would think that, even on civil 
grounds, no one would impeach 

their right to do this, however at 
war with their faith. But ultra
liberalism is often but another name 
for tyranny. No-doxy can perse
cute when it answers its purpose, as 
well as M,1;-dox.11." 

" It is felt by many that while 
trust deeds do not conserve the 
truth, they often put a stumbling
block in the way of the iincere." 

" How so? Let us suppose a 
case. An undisciplined youth
through half education or bad com
pany, or through thinking he under
stands his Greek Testament when 
he does not, or through native or 
verbal superficiality and conceit, 
having neither the humility of ripe 
scholarship or sanctified discipline 
and sorrow, gets muddled, and comes 
in contact with a chapel which has 
trust deeds and a people whose faith 
happens, as he chooses to think, to 
be in accordance with them, thinks 
himself aggrieved that both stand
in the way of his preaching the 
elements of his no-belief, and hence, 
under the flag of liberalism, he 
raises his war-cry against trust 
deeds, &c. ·why, other men have 
beliefs, which they have thought 
out as good as his no beliefs-or 
inaccurate beliefa-and why does 
he not staud aside and leave others 
to enjoy the same liberty he claims 
himself; and if he has faith in the 
power of anything he has, com
mence on his own account, as others 
have done before him?" 

. "My dear old friend, your theology 
has left you harrl as ever, It would 
do you good yet to pass you through 
some of the no beliefs you mention, 
if it were only to give you a littJ.e 
more tenderness aud sympathy." 

"A true theology will never harden 
one who is not already hard. We 
can have no life without it, for" this 
is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou has sent.' It is 
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the greatest love to bring the full 
weight of Christ's words down upon 
a man sometimes, and why should 
you wish me through the no-belief 
systems, where error is but an ever
lasting repetition-new forms of an 
old lie, to spare such a tendency. 
I have no wish that my mind 
should be but an illustration of 
that law of perpetual motion which 
constantly moves but does nothing
ever learning, and never reaching 
the truth. I had enough of that 
before I found Christ, and I have 
met with some who, having wasted 
all their lives in an everlasting see
saw, gave out their dying wail in 
the form of' Begin with the posi
tive ! begin with the positive ! ' 
\Vby, they had been positive enough 
all along, only on the wrong side. 
They were right, however, at last, 
for so Christ Himself began with 
the will of God. He said "I have 
given unto them the words which 
thou gavest me." It would be well 
if many of your imitative theologians 
had humility enough to imitate the 
Great Teacher." 

"Yes, but do you not think that 
there is a holy reticence, and that 
the orthodox often fail from seeming 
to know too much? " 

"Yes, but I have no sympathy 
with those who iu all cases make 
doubt into a virtue, and who com
plain that the sun itself is dim 
because their eyes are weak. Ac
cording to some, one would think 
that Christ came that His disciples 
might see men 'as trees walking.' 
Paul did not believe this, but prayed 
that the Ephesian Church might 
' be able to comprehend fully with 
all the saints what is the breadth 
and length, and depth and height, 
.and to know the love of Christ 
which surpasseth knowledge.' He 
knew they could not exhaust the 
Sun of Love, but he did not wish 
them to be lost in theological vacuity. 

He knew that as light passing 
through the air is so refracted upon 
the eye that while the eye does not 
exhaust his light a vivid image of 
his glory is imparted to the mind, 
and that by thus intrmsing our 
knowledge of Christ and the meaning 
of His acts and words, our hearts 
are made more fully recipient of 
His Joye and grace.'' 

" Many would say your views 
now are wanting in intellect and 
breadth.'' 

" There is also an intellectual 
narrowness, as well as sensation
alism. I recommend you to write 
a book of illustrations of this fact 
-it would be amusillg and in
structive." 

"You are severe still." 
"Perhaps so; and others can be 

savage for their no beli~ls ; and tee 
need not go to the French Revo
lution for illustrations. Intellectual 
pride is always narrow, cruel, and 
unjust, and cannot be otherwise ; 
understanding and real comprehen
siveness are the fruit not only of 
thinking but righteousness of heart." 

'' You do your friends an injustice 
as to the trust deeds. ,vhen they 
have passed through their trnn
sition condition and are fairly crys
tallized in light and splendour, they 
will no doubt approve of them. ,v e 
must wait for the apotheosis of their 
creed ; good and great things are of 
slow birth." 

" And wait you may. The gentle
men are in a transitional or larva 
condition, and would like to reduce 
the intellect and beliefs of the 
Church to the same level. They 
~xi~t. among themselves in many 
mc1pient shapes and forms, each 
being so jealous of his oit·n, which 
he always thinks to be the best, that 
if one of them should rise and take 
wing just now, none would follow. 
It is not difficult, however, to know 
the natural history of most of these 



TALES A.ND SKETCHES. 19 

mystical and incipient creatures, 
which often strive to sun themselves 
in the light of a temporary popu
larity. It is ever one of mere 
self-exhibition and decay-an ever
lasting repetition, varied by the 
monotony of death ! '' 

The excitement produced by our 

THE LITTLE FRENCH DRUM
MER-BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOG~G 
FOUNDED ON 1'~ACT. 

BY M. E. B. 

"WERE oo\f the power that fills the world 
with terror, 

Were half the wealth bcstow'd on camps 
and. courts 

Given to redeem the human mind from error, 
There were no need of arscna1'; nor forts. 

The warrior's name would bea.nameabhorr·u1 

And every nation that should lift again 
Its hand agaJnst a. brother, on its forehc,ad 

Should wear for evermore the cur.se of 
Cain.'-'L0'1GFELLOW, 

TowAnns the extremity of a chain 
of rocks, forming the roadstead of a 
sea-port in the south of France, 
might a few years ago have been 
seen the ruins of a fisherman's 
cabin. The remains of the walls 
were then covered with tufts of the 
pretty yellow wallflower, and even 
sweet-scented rosemary was to be 
found amid the rubbish. A small 
oratory to the left, through which 
was seen the statue of the Virgin 
Mary with the Infant Jesus in her 
arms, was still standing, and pretty 
vases of flowers surrounding the 
image attested the superstition of 
the inhabitants of this spot. 

It was in this secluded and 
poverty-stricken hut that the hero 
of my tale was born. His father 
was a poor fisherman; all his 

friend's climax, to which we were 
about making a severe reply, woke 
us up, and we found ourselves in 
our chair by the fire. The beautiful 
face was gone, to where-
" The truth is love, and love is truth." 

Brighton. 

worldly wealth consisted of his wife 
Jeanne, six robust boys, his boat 
and :fishing.nets, and this dwelling_ 
Pierre, the father, was a thick-set 
man with grizzly hair, a furrowed 
brow, a long bronzed face, set off 
with whitish eyebrows, giving a 
curious wizened expression to his 
countenance_ His usual clress was 
a woollen jersey, dark blue trousers, 
and a cloth cap fitUng close to his 
head ; he was of a peevish, discon
tented, and morose disposition, 
meeting troubles half-way. 

His wife, Jeanne, was a cheerful 
little woman, with very black hair 
and eyes, always looking on the 
sunny side. She was usually 
dressed in a short black jacket over 
a thick skirt of dark blue stuff, and 
was a most industrious, hard-work
ing creature, not only in her house
hold duties, but in the use of her 
spinning-wheel, and in knitting 
good substantial socks for her 
husband and sons. 

Their dwelling consisted of one 
kitchen with a large op,m fire
place, a ceiling crossed with smoke
blackened beams, a.nd two small 
chambers. The furniture was of 
the poorest and scantiest descrip
tion. On the outside there was a 
sort of balustrade or terrace, where 
the fishing-nets were hung up when 
not in use. 
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When .Frolut, the youngest son, 
was born, a delicate and puny child 
with a laxge head and small body_ 
poor Pierre Gresset was half dis
tracted. 

" Whatever shall we do with this 
miserable little creature, as weak as 
a town-child?" he would frequently 
say to Jeanne. "\Ve shall have 
trouble enough to get him to live, 
let alone to earn his livelihood. I 
bet we shall have him a long time 
on our hands-may be altogether." 

The poor mother would make no 
reply to this unfeeling speech : she 
pressed the dear babe more closely 
to her breast, and nursed the little 
fellow so carefully that he became 
stronger every day. Then, oh, per
verseness of human nature ! his 
father would grumble at the care 
bestowed upon him. He was often 
quite angry with Jeanne ; and if he 
put up with all this undue attention 
to his youngest child's comfort, his 
motive was because he began to 

A ~EW YEAR'S MOTTO FOR 187(i. 

C.n.stiug u.n your care upon Him; for He 
careth foryou,-1 Peter v. 7, 

Christian, arise, shake off thy fear, 
No longer let thy soul be sad; 

To thee thy Father's always near, 
He bids thy troubled heart be glad. 

Take thou in thino His loving hand, 
.<\.nd let Him be thy constant guide, 

Leave all thy care to Ria comma.nd, 
And in His perfect love confide. 

Dost thou mistrust His faithful love, 
0 think of what that love has done, 

For thee lie Sijnt from joys above 
His only well beloved Son. 

think that, after all, perhaps there 
was more in the boy than he had 
imagined, and which might here
after be turned to good account-. 

These poor people could neither 
read nor write: they were exceed
ingly ignorant, and consequently 
superstitious, giving heed to all 
sorts of fables, fairy tales, and ghost 
stories. As to religion, it was a 
mere name to them : they under
stood nothing of its saving doc
trines. \Vhat little they had seen 
appeared to their untutored minds 
as only suitable for the rich, who 

· had nothing else to do but amuse 
themselves, as they termed it; that 
it could not be intended for poor 
creatures like themselves, who had 
to earn their living by the sweat of 
their brow, and who, after all their 
exertions, found it exceedingly hard 
work to keep body and soul to
gether. 

(To be continued.) 

Remember too, that He has giv~n 
The Spirit Holy and Divine, 

To witness, cheer, and fit for heaven, 
And make Salvation's blessings thine. 

For thee God has arranged a plan, 
Ordered in all things and securo; 

T'was formed in Christ ere time began, 
And made by Him for ovor sure. 

Then, Christian, soeino- thou dost share 
In God's great love, ~o rich and fre~; 

Cast thou on Him thv constant ea.re 
Of whatsoever kind it be. 

Clapham 
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HOW TO FISH FOR 1\IEN. 

1. IMriwvE your time. All being 
:ready, put out your line at once, 
and keep it out every moment pos
sible, as you cannot tell the minute 
you may take a big fish. Hold forth 
continually, in season and out of 
season. Only yesterday a young 
lady just converted wrote to me: 
"Do you remember in your letter 
to my brother, urging him to a 
Christian life, that you added, ' I 
think your oldest sister is a Chris
tian ' ? That troubled me. I knew 
that I was not a Christian, and I 
]mew that I ought to be one." Keep 
out your line. 

Z. Be sure and keep your float 
whirling lively and bright. i\Iake 
the truth fresh and attractive. Turn 
its bright sides to men's hearts. If 
you can add a bright feather from 
the wing of faucy, it will be all the 
better. 

:1. Row often over the same 
ground. The fish that is not quite 
ready to take hold this time round 
may sp1ing for it the next. No 
matter if other more expert fisher
men than you have been over the 
ground before you. God may give 
to those hitherto indifferent an eve 
to your hook. 13e careful abo

0

ut 
saying, " There are no :fish to be 
caught." 

4. Be prepared for some disap
pointments. Now and then your 
hopes will be greatly raised, only to 
be greatly dashed. You may reel 
a splendid fellow to the boat's side, 
and just when you are sure of him, 
off he will slip from the hook, and 
you will lose him. You will some
times be sure a man is stepping 
into the kingdom, and the ne.i..t you 

know he is in the deep water of 
worldliness or scepticism. 

5. Finally, be patient. This is 
the supreme, indispensable quality 
in a good fisherman. A fisherman's 
patience is proverbial the world 
over. You must learn to fish the 
whole day without taking a single 
fish, or even having a bite, and yet 
consider that you have had a good 
time, and go at it again light and 
cheerful the next day. Above all 
things, be not weary in well-doing, 
if you would catch souls.-Ballard, 

USEFULNESS BEFORE 
GREATNESS. 

Do not urge fads to be good in 
order that they may be great. ·we 
are apt to say to our scholars, "Now 
do this and do that, and you may 
rise to be great men." That may 
possibly be the case, but the proba
bility is that if they do all that we 
say, they may after all not be great 
men. The mass of lads are not in
tended by God to be great men, nor 
are they fitted to become great men. 
Such teaching, although it may 
encourage for a time, may tend 
ultimately to disappointment. A 
far safer way is to put it thus : 
" Now, my boys, do this and do that, 
for if you do, though you may not 
become great men, you will cer
tainly become useful men.'' The 
aim to be great is not always a pure 
one, for it may arise from pride; the 
aim to be useful is far better. The 
one we can aim at in any sphere, 
and rea.ch ; the other we can also 
aim at, but it may be like shooting 
arrows at the moon, far beyond our 
reach. H. W. 
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MR. SPURGEox well says, in his 
Morning by 1,forning ; or, Daily 
Readings for tlie Pamily or the 
Closet, " The morning is the gate of 
the day, and should be well guarded 
with prayer. It is one end of the 
ilrread on which the day's actions 
are strung, and should be well 
knotted with devotion. If we felt 
more of the majesty of life we should 
be more careful of its mornings. He 

BiUe Waters. ln.~lmctfre and Descnp
ti?:e Le'8sons from Sacred Scenes. Rov. 
J. HILES H1rCliE:"!S, (Elliot Stock.) 

Trus well-known and profitable writer 
says, in his preface, using an extract 
from Rob Roy, on the Jordan: " Of 
Palestine itself we are shamefully igno
rant. 'rlrnugh the whole arelL of the 
country is not larger than Lancashire 
and Yorkshire together, Jerusalem, in 
a sense the metropolis of the world, has 
~till many nooks not even visited by 
men who can use their eyes and pen.s, 
and yet all th;it is left of that city 
would easily Le contained in Hyde 
Park. The author has clone bis work 
well, and has presented a mass of in
formation interesting to all readers, 
and more especially useful to our Sab
bath-school teachers. The type, the 
paper, and the binding are all good. 

L,fe in t!te lni·isibte JVorlrl. T!tougl,ts 
on the Stale of tlw Blessed Dead. 
(Elliot Stock.) 

THE outcome of a thoughtful mind and 
will be welcomed by thoughtful readers. 
The subjects treated of are of thrilling 
interest, embracing the grave, the re
surrection, the world of spirits, patri
archal beliefs, Jewish testimony, &c., 
&c. When we write or speak on sub
je.c:ts connect.eel with tho spirit world 
we should do so in no daring or pre
sumptuous mqod. Where God has 
drawn the veil of mystery let us hesi
tate ere we attempt its removal. Wo 

wl10 rusheth from his bed to his 
business and waiteth not to worship 
is as foolish as though he had not 
put on his clothes, or cleansed his 
face, and as unwise as though he 
dashed into battle without arms or 
armour. Be it ours to bathe in the 
softly flowing river of communion 
with God, before the heat of the 
wilderness and the burden of the 
day begin to oppress us." 

are, therefore, pleased with the a\>sence 
of dogmatism in this volume, and yet 
the manifest freedom of the writer in ex
pressing and reasoning out his thoughts 
on Hades, paradise, heaven, hell, &~. 
We heartily oommend its perusal. 

The Gogpe{ of the Tabernacle. By 
ROBERT EDWARD SE..lRS, (Elliot 
Stock.) 

TnE writer has produced a volume 
worthy of its title, and has thoroughly 
grasped the whole typology of the 
Tabernacle and its History. He has 
crowded Gospel thought upon thought, 
so that little else remains to be written. 
To all lovers of this class of wriUng we 
say obtiLin a copy of this book. 

J'o/. IT. of the Sunday-sdwol J:Vorld. 
A }Iagazine of Practical Help and 
Counwl for Snndav-school Teachers. 
(Elliot Stock.) 

0 

.\. ,rARYELJ"OuS amount of materials arc 
brouo-ht too-ether here. A most valuable 
companion° f?r. · the Sunday-~c.hool 
worker, contammg lessons, expos1t1ons, 
addresses, and hints in abundance. Tho 
teacher must do right who obtains this 
choa p and J!Seful work. 

JW. T7I. (Xew Series) Old Jonathan. 
(W. H. and L. Collingridge.} 

ALWAYS welcome. Its matter is use
ful, instructive, and amusing, and 
withal profitable; quite equal to any of 
tho former volumes. 
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St. Botolph',; or, Sunday Long Ayo. By 
an OLD SuNDAY·SCHOOL TEACHER. 

(Elliot Stock.) 
CHARACTERS sketched from life and in
cidents from facts, all bearing on Sun
day-school work, well written, and may 
prove serviceable to the Sunday-school 
teacher. 

MAGAZINES, PlL\iPHLETS, &c. 

Tlie Book qf the Ge11emfi9n ~f 
Je,~,s Christ. Rev. George William 
Butler, M.A. (William .Macintosh.) 
An important subject carafully digested, 
and the thoughtful reader will be well 
repaid. 

The Lny Preacher. The Biblical 
.illusemn. (Elliott Stock.) These two 
works would do good if in the hands of 
every preacher, being full of beautiful 
thoughts and suggestions. 

Scottish Baptist .Magazine. (Edin
burgh: Andrew Elliot.) Pull of in
tDresting matter and news of the Scotch 
J3aptist Churches. 

Truth and Progrcs.~ hails from South 
Australia. Edited for the Baptist As
sociation. Contains reports of all the 
movements of the denomination in the 
colony. 

The Freeman. (Yates and Alexander.) 
The Baptist. (Elliot Stock.) We are 
always pleased to seo these two ad
mirable papers together. The one 
quickeni the other, and will not allow 
.iither to become dull or uninteresting. 

TA~Mo_ther's Treasu,y (Book Society.) 
We wJSh 1t were possible to place this 
valuable Treasury in the hands of every 
mother. 

Word and Work. (J. II.(Slmw & Co.) 
ltli.,sionary Herald. (Yatc~ and Alex
ander.) Ragged School 1lfagazine. 
(Kent and Co.) TAe Hive. (Elliot 
Stock.) Wo group these really excel
lent productions, each of which has a 
power for good in its own sphere. 

Baptist 11agazine. A good number. 
The Swo,·d and Trnwell contains a 

good article on sham spirituality by C. 
H. Spurgeon. 

General Bapti.,t 1fagazine. Still 
conductDd with considerable vigour. 

The Appeal. (Elliot Stock.) '.Vith
out doubt the best work we know for 
tract distribution • 

The Quiver. (Cassell, Petter and 
Galpin.) A worthy family magazine 
for the young. 

Paul: His Life and Character. An 
Address. By the Rev. J. S. Stanion. 
(Ragged Church and Chapel Union.) 
This address was delivered at the half
yearly meeting of delegates, :.nd gave 
great satisfaction to all who were privi
leged to listen to it. 

ALMANACKS. 

General Baptist Almanack (Marl
borough & Co.) A che:.p pennyworth. 

The One Thing Needful Almanack. 
(Partridgo and Co.) Well got up. 

The Jfothe,-'s Sheet Almanack. (Book 
Society.) Really good. 

~tnantfnatfonal ~ntdlfgtn.tt. 
CHANGES IN' THE PASTORATE. 

NEw BARNET.-The Rev. J. Dunlop 
has tDndercd his resignation of the pas
~rate, which the church has accepted 
1n the following terms :-" They assure 
him that the thought of separation gives 
t~em the deepest sorrow ; they offer 
him their warmest thanks for his loving 
and earnest labours among them for the 
last throe years; abo,e all, thanking 

Almighty God for having given many 
rich seasons of blessing on those labours, 
resulting in the conversion of many 
souls, and the building up of God's 
people in their most holy faith. They 
further assure him of their deepest 
sympathy and affection, their best 
wishes for his future, and their earnest 
prayers that the Great llcacl of the 
Church may open up his pathway t.o 
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yet greater usefulness for God's glory." 
His address for the present is New 
Barnet, 

1\fr. 'l'homasGarnon,of Hoserfordwest 
College, has acceptod a call to the pas
torate of Zion English Baptist Church, 
lliierley-hm, Ebbw-vaie. 

Rev. Laurence G. Carter, of Charlotte 
Chapel, Rose-street, Edinburgh, has 
accepted an invitation from ~01·th Ade
ln.ide, South Australia, and will set sail 
early in the year. 

Rov. W.Davies.EbbwVale.has been 
invited to the pastorate of the church 
at Llanthewy, ::.fonmouthshlre. 

Mr. Adolphus Drown, of the Pastors' 
Colle~e, has commenced his pastorate 
at Fenny Stratford. 

:Mr. George West, of the Pastors' 
College. has accepted 11n invitation to 
Salem Chapel, Boston, Lincolnshire. 

RATILESDEN, Surn·oLK.~Rev. n. Bird 
has been compelled, from increased age 
and infirmities, to resign the pastorate 
of the Strict Baptist Church in this 
place, after twenty yeaTS of faithful 
labour in the village. The deacons 
will ho happy to correspond with any 
n1inister of the same order with the 
view of supplying the n1eant pulpit. 

Rev. ',Y. L. Evans has accepted an 
invitation to the pastora.t~ of the chm-eh 
at Langley, Essex. 

LGTON.-Rev.D. }Iorgan. after nearly 
ten yoaTs' miniatr:v at Burwell, Cn:m
bridge, has acceptecl an i1nitation from 
the Church, Wellington-•treet, Luton, 
Beds, 

RECOGl\"ITro:,,;-s. 
REY. J. P. CnowN preached at the 

recognition services in connection with 
the settlement of Rev. T. Harwood 
:lforgan as pastor of tho church at 
Harrow. At tho public meeting the 
chair was occupied by lllr. Alfred H. 
Baynes. The speech of J\Ir. Baynes was 
followed by adclrcsses from Revs. Dr. 
Angus, who spoke as an old follow
student of Mr. :1.1organ's; J. Digwood, 
,J. P. Cope, Mr. W.Smith, senior deacon, 
,md General Copland-Crawford. 

}fr. W. Rathgate has been publicly 
recognised as pastor of th<: church wor
shipping in the Masonic HalLKirkdale, 

Lh-erpool. Rev. F. H. Robarts, as the 
pastor of Richmond Chapel, from which 
the new cause has sprung, occupied the 
chair. The spe:,,kers included Revs. 
H. Stowell Drown and T. :Major Lester, 
the latter an Established clergyman. 

Rev. C. }I. Longhurst, late of Read
ing, was publicly recognisecl, on tho 
l.5th of November, as pastor of the 
church at Acton. Rev. J. P. Chown 
prcaehecl in the afternoon, ancl at night 
a public meeting was held, under the 
presidency of Rev. W. G. Lewis, who 
gave the charge to the pastor. Rev, 
Principal Angus gave the charge to the 
church. l\Ir. Cooper, of Reading. spoke 
of the successful labours of .llir. Long
lnust in tlrnt town. Addresses were 
subsequently given by J\1r. Tisdall, onA 
of the deacons ; the new pastor ; and 
Revs. R. II. Roberts and J. 0. Fellowes. 

Rev. Yi{. Page, B.A,, was recognised 
as pastor of West-end Church, Ham-• 
mcrsmith,on thc28thof October. Rev. 
Clement Bailhacho presided. Ilev. S. 
Gree11, a deacon of the church, gave an 
account of the circumstancPs which 
!eel to :IIr. Page's settlement. :1.fr. Page 
said that though he had not been asked 
the usual C]_nestions, it wrrs only suitable 
that he should give some of the facts of 
his personal experience and call to the 
ministrv. After ho had done so. the 
clcsigm{tion pm:;,,r was offered by Rev. 
1Y. G. Lewis. Rev . • T. P. Chown spoke 
on combined effort between pnstor and 
people, and W. G. Lewis aboµt former 
pastorates which he had known at 
\Yost-encl, and the mutual relation be
tween the member,<. He,. R. J\lacboth 
~ave a welcmne in the name of the 
Oongreg!ltiona.1 e.J1urche8, and ~Ir. S. 
IVatson spoke of the. happy domestic 
relations of the new pastor. 

I\lr. C. ·w-. Gregory yw.s rcc'ognised as 
po stor of Zion Church, Bacnp, on the 
14th of October. Addresses were de
livered by Revs. T. Dawson, E. ]\Iorgan, 
G. W. Oldring, J. Howe, am1 other 
local ministers. 

FORTO~, GOSPORT, - On Tuesday 
e,ening, Oct. :!Gth, :1.Ir. T. G. Sti-ong, 
from the Pastors' College, was publicly 
recognised as the pastor of Yii:toria
street Church. T. Vi. Medhurst gave-
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the charge to the pastor, and R. F. 
Jeffery addressed the congregation. 

WARRINGTON.-On Lord's Dny, Oct. 
10, the anniversary sermons in con
nection with the Rylands-street Chapel 
were preached by the Rev. A.. Ashworth. 
Ou Tuesday, Oct. 12, the recognition 
services in connoction with the settle
ment 0£ Mr. Harrison (late of the Theo
logical Institution, Manchester) as 
pastor of the church, were held in 
Friar's-green Chapel (kindly lent). In 
the afte1-noon the service commenced 
at three o'clock, when Rev. A. Spence 
announced the hymns; Ilev. A. Ash
worth read the Scriptures aml prayed, 
after whieh the Ilev. H, Dowson asked 
-the usual questions, which were an
swered by the pastor. l\[r. J. Hall 
Bbtted the reasons which lc,l to :Mr. 
Harrison being invited to the pastorate, 
when Rev. H. Dowson proceeded to give 
the charge to the pastor. Re,. J. 
Harvey offerecl the recognition prayer. 
Tea was provided in Rylands-street 
Chapel at five o'cloek, when a good 
company sat clown. 'l'he chapel was 
tastefully decorated with mottoes, evN'
greens, and flowers. After tea a public 
meeting was held in Friar's-green 
Chapel, :Mr. R. W. l\1urray in the chu.ir. 
Congratulatory aclclresseR were de
livered by the Revs .. J. Harvey, J. B. 
'"Johnstone, J. Wilkinson, .J. Fairbank, 
i:i:· Davies, A. Aslnrnrth, J. Rigby, A. 
Spencer, and Mr. Aaron Brown. 

BrnlIINGHBI.-The recoanition ser
vices in connection with the~commeuce
mencemcnt of the ministry of the Rev. 
H. Platten, at Graham-street Chapel, 
ha,e taken pl,we. The following gen
tlemen were prooent : The Revs. A. 
:Maclaren, '\Y. '>'(oods, G. B. Johmon, 
J. J. Brown, E. J. Pike, B. Bird, G. 
Jarman, T. Shillito, G. Thomas, and S. 
Coombs; Messrs. R. W. Dale, W. F. 
Callaway, J. H. Toms, E. A.clams, &c. 
After the preliminary services :Mr. 
Brown said he bad been requested to 
give ~Ir. Platten, the pastor of tho 
church, a very hcnrty and very loving 
Welr.ome to that town. It ,ms a great 
town and a noble town for a minister 
~o work in. It had a good deal of 
llltcllectual antl pol!itical and religions 

life, and it would furnish amplo scope 
for all the powers with which God may 
have endowed him. Mr. R. W. Dale 
said be desired to express to Mr.Platten, 
on behalf of the Evangelical and Non
conformist churches which did not be
long to their own communion, the satis
faction and thankfulness with which 
they welcomed his coming to Birming
ham. 

:NEW CH~ELS. 
Sm MoR:rON PETO laid the memorial 

stone of the new chapel at Lansdowne, 
Bournemouth, on the 22nd of November. 
The speakers included Revs. R. Colman, 
secretary of the building fund; J. B. 
Burt; J. Stubbins, mfasionary from 
Oriss;i; 0. M. Birrell, and H. C. 
Leonard, ~I.A., the pastor. The new 
clrnpcl is to be erected by the church, 
which lrn.s alreacly reared one building 
at Bascombe. It is to be in the Gothic 
style. The amount collected at the 
stone was £.82. Among those present 
were Admiral Sir James Sulli,an, 
K.0.B., and several neigbbonringminis
tcrs of other denominations. Tito total 
cost of the two buildings will be about 
£4,000, towards which £1,658 have 
been receivccl. 

The General Baptist Church at :N"or
wich, unrler the pastoral ea.re of Rev. 
George Taylor, lato missionary in Orissa, 
and he,·etofore worshipping in Priory
yard Chapel, purchased in July last the 
commodious chapel and school premises 
formerly occupied by the clmrch under 
the earn of Rev. T. A. Wheeler. An 
inaugural tea.meeting has been held to 
celebrate the event. Addresses were 
delivered by Revs. G. S. Ba1Tett, B.A., 
P. Colborne, R. :M. Wilcox, T. A. 
Wheeler, Albert Williams, G. Madden, 
and J. Ja1ckson. The collection on 
bohalf of the fund for restoring and 
furnishing the premises amounted to 
£32 lOs. 

MISOELLA~EOUS. 

At the Baptist Congregation al Church, 
Parkshot, Richmond, ;i meeting was held 
on the 28th :s"ov. to consider the finan
cial state oi the church. The incom0now 
meets th0 current expenses, but ;i debt 
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of £160 still remained on past inci
dental expenditure, besides the debt on 
the building. :More than £GO has been 
collected during the past month. Rev. 
J. H. Cooke presided. 

The London Conference of General 
Baptists has just been held in Borough
road Chapel, under the presidency of 
the Rev. G. W. :M·Crce. The evening 
assembly was addressed by Rovs. J. T. 
Wigner, vice-president of the London 
Baptist Association, J. Fletcher, ancl the 
chairman. Next year's conference is 
to be held at Chesham. Rav. J. Clif
ford, LL.B., was present, much to the 
joy of his brethren. 

EsHER.-On Monday, Kovember 1, 
the seventh anniversary of the forma
tion of the Sunday-schools at Park-road 
Chapel, was held, when, after a tea
meeting of the parents a.nd friends, a 
public meeting was held, presided over 
by .Mr. W. C. Cork, of Hackney. A 
report, taking a review of the history 
of the schooli from their commence
ment, was read by the secretary, .Mr. 
Hine, and addresses were delivered by 
the Revs. J. Jones, F. Daron, and 
:Messrs. Heath, Ward, and Spong. The 
occasion was used by the church and 
congregation to show thefr esteem and 
affection for the pastor, the Rev. J. E. 
Pen-in, by presenting him with a hand
some travelling bag completely fur
nished, and a purse containing fourteen 
guineas. The meeting was one of the 
best held during the nine years ),fr, 
Porrin has been pastor at Esher. 

BAPTISMS. 
Aberlillery.-Nov. 7, at the English Church, 

Four, by Llewellyn Jones. 
.Abergavenny,-N ov. 4, at Frogmor-e•sfreet 

Chapel, Three, by J, Viliflia,ms, B.A. 
Amer,ham.-Oct. 23, at the Upper Meeting, 

One, by S. Toovey. , 
Atlleborough, Norfolk.-Nov. 3, Two, by E. 

Mason. 
Bacup.-Oct. 31, at Zion Chapel, Seven; 

Nov. 28, Six, C. W. Gregory. 
Bala.-Oct. 24, Three, by II._Morgan. 
Batl(JQl·.-N ov. 7, at the Enghsh Cha}Jel1 One, 

by W. H. Bishop. 
osf:;,ns/ey, Yorks.-Oct. 31, Eleven, by B. w. 

Barrow-in-Purruss.-Nov. 3, :at Abbey-road 
Chapel, Six, by James Hughes. 

Blae,,ai•on.-0;,t. 24, at the English Chapel, 
Eleven, by W. Rees. 

Bowdon.-Oct. 31, Five, by W. S. Llewellyn. 
Bral,uurne, Kent.-Oct. 24, One; Nov. 7, 

Two, by J. W. Comfort. 
Bradfora!.-Oct. 31, at Zion Chapel, Twe!,;e, 

by R. Howard Bayly. 
BmdJo,-d, Yorkshire.-Or.t. 3, at Tolley

street Chapel, Three, by B. Wood. 
Bootle, Brazenoze-road, near Liverpool.

Nov. 28, One1 by J. Davis, 
Bugbrook.-Nov. 7. Two, by W. H. Payne. 
Burwell, Notts.-Oct. 13, Six, by C. D. 

Crouch. 
Cambridge.-Oct. 20. at St. Andrew's-street 

Chapel, Seven, by J.P. C<Lmpbell. 
Camliridge.-Sept, 30, at Zion Chapel, Five, 

by J.P. Campbel!. 
Ca,•narvon.-Oct. 10, Five, by H. M. Dol

gelley. 
Chai ford, Stroud Valley.-Oct. 20, Five; Oct. 

31, Five, by D. R. Morgan. 
C/ieam, Surrey.-Oct. 28, Three, by W. 

Sullivan. 
Cnippenham.-No,. 7, at Bath-road Chapel, 

'l.'wo, by J, Lemm. 
( hisll'id.:.-Oct. 241 Three, by J. \Vilson. 
Cindeiford, Forest of Dean,-Oct. 3, Ten, b,i· 

the pastor, 
Clay Cross, Derbyshire.-Oct. 14:1 Four1 by 

W.Williams. 
Darlington.-Nov. 7, at Brookside Chapel,. 

Four1 by Henry D. Brown. 
Dolclais.-NoT. 7r at Beula-h Chapel, Seven,.. 

by J. W. Williams. 
Dumfrie..~~ Vilcstpark.-Nov. 15, One; Nov. 

18, One1 by Wm. Millegan, Jun. 
Bytlwrne, Kent.-Oct. 31, Two, by John 

Stubbs. 
Fahno1<th.-Nov. 3, at Webber-street Chapel, 

Three, by ,V. Fuller Gooch. 
Garasbiels.-Oct. 24, Three~ :N°oY. 71 Threet 

byC, Hill. 
Gr1:at LeiJh~, Essex.-Oct. 31, Four, by B. C. 

Sewerly, 
lfalif,x.-Oct. 31, at Trinity-road Chapel, 

Seven, by J. Parker. 
llaveregg, Cumberland.-Nov. 7, Two, by R. 

Richardson. 
Have·rigg.-Nov. 7, Four, by Mr. Bichards. 
Hay.-Oct. 31, Three, by J. Mathias. 
High IVycJmoe, Bucks.-Oct. t4, at UniClll 

Chapel, Six, by W. J. Dyer. 
IJ-oneyborou glr, Pembroke~hire.-X ovomber 

7, Eleven, by W. Gay. 
L,;fe'am.-Oct, 31t Five, in the River Lark~ 

by W, E. Davies . 
Kilmarnock.-Oct. 24,0ne, by George Ander

son Yo1mg. 
Lei<eMer.-Oct. 24, at Harvey-lane Chapel, 

Eleven, by Lewis Llewellyn. 
Lewe..-Oct. 31,Five. by William J. Scott. 
Latcliford.-Oct. 17, Four, by J. Wilkinson. 
L(fton., Devon.-Tbrce, by G. Parke-r. 
Lfrzati Mon.-Oct. 31, Onej by ,v. Maurice. 
Liverpool.~Oct. al, at Soho-street Chapel, 

Five. by Eli E. Walter. 
Lla-ndudno.-Oct. 31, }tour, by D. Davieli. 
Lla11Jy//in.-Oct. 10, at Bethel, One, by Moses 

Jones. 
Llan'ldloei;t :Montgomeryshire.-October 17, 

Twenty-five, by 1. Edwards. 
L/anuwch//yn.-Oct. 24, 'l'wo, by H. Morgan 
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Loch(!eily, Fifcshire.-Oct. 22, Three, by 
James Foster. 

Machynrteth.-Oot. 4, Six, by M. Jones. 
Madeley, Salop.-Oct. 31, One, by T, J,. 

Smith. 
,lfaldon.-Xov. 3, Five, by \V, Smith. 
,lfanche/Jte,•.-At the Moss-side Chapel, Five, 

by R. Chenery. 
.. ltetropolita,. District~-

Bow.-Nov. 14, Six, by J. H. Blake. 
Burr.lett-1·oml.-Oct. 2S1 at East London 

Tabernacle, Thirteen; No\·. 4, Twelve; ~ov. 
8, Two, by A. G. Brown. 

Commerria!-rvacl.-Oct. 31, Four, by J, 
Flereher. 

Clapham Common.-Oet. '.J:l 1 Four; Nov. 28, 
Eleven, by Rir!hard ... Webb. 

Dalston .Tuuction.-O•~t. 24, Seven, by 
Alexander Carson, 31.A. 

Enfield To1en.-Oct. 31, Six, by George W. 
\Vhite. 

Greenwic.11.-0ct. .30, at Le,yisbam-roa.d 
Chltpe~ Six, by A. C. Gray. 

Kensing/on.-Oct. 31, at Hornton-street 
Chapel. Five, byJ, Ha.wcs. 

Lambeth.-Oct. 31, at Regent-street Chapel, 
Two, by Thos. C. Page. 

Lambeth-roari.-Oct. 31, at Upton Chapel, 
Five, by J. Robert1;;. 

Metroporitmt Tabe1•nade.-Oct, 21, Twenty
one; Oct. :28, Twenty-five; Nov. •l, Twe:ity
four; December 91 Tvmnty-one, by J. A. 
Spurgeon. 

Peckham.-Po,-k-roa,d Ch~pel, Five, by T. 
T11rn. 

P1::nge Tabernacle.-Oct. 21, 'rwo, by Jno. 
Collins. 

Stoke ,,.Vewington.-Oct. 27, :tLt ,vel1ington
road Chapel, Two, by T. E. Rawlings. 

Stoke .,:_Yewington.-Oct. 17, at Devonshire 
square Chapel, StokeNewington-roa.d, Four, 
by W. T. Henderson. 

!Vhiterhapel.-Oct. ,n, at Little Alie-street 
Chapel, Four, by C. :lfasternon. 
Meopham, Iient.-Nov. 7, Two, by W. K. 

Deeter. 
Milford Haven.-Sept. 2G, Four, by .r. Jones. 
Mountain. A,-:;h (Euglish).-Oct. 171 Eight; 

Wtu~!;s;~hree; Nov. 7-J 1£leven.1 by John W. 

. Mountain Asli.-Oot, 22, Throe, by J. Wil
hams. 

Neath.-Oct. '31, at the English Chapel, Two, 
by A. F, }fills. 
p:;~~on, Lancashire.-Oct. 2 ! 1 One. by R. C. 

NeuJton Abb.ot1 Devon.-Oci. 3, Two, by E. 
Tansett Dz1vis. 
Jo!~~- Jfi!jorcl.-Oot. 17, Three, by M. H. 

llfw JVimb1~don.-Nov.V, Four, by A.Halford. 

E 
Og<len, near Rochdale,-Oct. 31, One, by A. 
. Greening, 
Ogmore Vale.-Oct. 31. Eleven, by J. Jones. 

C 
O,rforcl.-Nov. 7, ·at Commercial-road 

hapel, Five, by A . .Bird. Jetk;::~tle, Radnor.-Oct. 30, Two, by W. 

T{embt·oie Dock.-Oct. 24, at Bethel Chapel, 
ree1 by "\V. Davies. 

Pole .Moor.-Nov. 7, One, by James Evans. 

Portsmouth, Lake-road, Landport.-N ov. S, 
One; by T. W. Medhur·st. 

Ramoih, Hirwain.-Oct. 31, Eight, by E. 
Evans. 

Redwkk, ].fon.-Oct. 31, Two, by WatP-rB, 
Richmoncl.-Oct. -31, at Parkshot Chapel, 

Two, by .r. Hunt Cooke. 
Ris1morth, nea.r Ifo,lifax.-~ov. 10, Four, by 

J. Wilkinson . 
Sheernas-on-Sea.-No\·. 3, Three, by J. R. 

Hadler. 
Sohfi.m, Ca.mbri~ri-eshire,-Nov. 5, Five, by 

S. Porter. 
Southampton.-Oct. 17, Five, in Carlton 

Chapel, by E. Osborne. 
.Speen.-Oct. 10, One, by John Jones. 
St. Helen's, Swansca.-Oct. 3-0, Fiye1 by T· 

"\Villiams. 
St. Thomas, Swansea.-Oct. 3, at lfount Zion 

Chapel, Nine. 
Studley, 1iV"arwi~kshire.-Oct. 29, Six1 by W. 

Piggott. 
8wansea.-Oct. 31, at :Mount Zion1 Nineteen, 

by A. E. Jobnaon. 
Snrindon, V-lilts.-::-{ov. 3, Five, by G. T. 

Edgley. 
Thairted, Essex.-Nov. 21 Five, by G. H. 

Hook. 
Thetfm"rl.-!-..Iarch ~S, Three; Oct. 3lt Five, 

by G. Monk. 
Th!1rnton, Pembrokeshire.-Sept. 26, Two; 

Oct. 2±, Three, hy B. James Milford. 
Ticer/an, Bath.-Nov. 2, One, by T. C. Finch. 
Twic1:enham.-Oct.18, Three, by E. H. Brown. 
Ut-cer-.~ton.-Oct. 24, Two, by T. Lardner. 
lYafton, Suffolk.-Oct. -, One, by Geo. 

\Yard. 
TVarrinc,ton,-N ov. 7, at Ryla.nd's-street, 

Chapel, Two, by A. Ifarrison. 
1Vaterlwm, Lancashire.-Oct. 31, Seven, by 

Jno. Howe. 
Westbury Leigh, Wilt-s.-~ov. 4t Sixteen, by 

,\Tilliam Thomas. 
w·estmancote, Worcestershire.-N"ov. 11 Two,. 

by W . .T. Smith. 
Wkitbourne Cur.sley.-Oct. 17, Five, by S. 

King. 
JV!ulclmrc!i, Shropshire.-Oct. 28, Five, by 

\V. C. Walters. 
lVkitemoor, near Nottin_gham.-Oct. 71 Seven, 

by W. Sisling. 
Yarcombe, Devon.-Nov. 7, Two, by J .. 

Powell. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
THE LATE REV. DR. BROCK,-Wc an

nounce with regret the doath of this 
faithful minister of the Gospel, who was 
for many years the most prominent 
representative of our denomination in 
the metropolis. Dr. Brock was born 
at Honiton, Dovonshire. In early 
life he was a boy of great activity 
and energy, and it was his boast that 
he had worked at an honest traclc. No 
one who saw him would suspect that 
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his previous occupation was that o± a 
watchmaker. He was always careful 
to vindicate, or even to glorify, honest 
labour, and he had no sympathy with 
young men who were afraid 0£ work. 
For several years 11Ir. Broek was the 
minister of a congregation at K orwich, 
and resigned that position about six
and-twenty years ago, to remove to the 
large and handsome chapel in Blooms
bury, which was built with a view to 
his ministry there. About four years 
ago he resigned his pas'tornte on account 
of his increasing years, but continued 
to preach in the pulpits of his own and 
other denominations, his senices being 
frequently called for by his own con
gregation, when the new arrangements 
they had marle wcro not working 
smoothly. About twelYe years ago ho 
received from an American University 
the degrco of D.D., a distinction which, 
like Andrew Fuller and Robert Hall, 
in .similar circumstances, he expressed 
his intention not to ltssnrnc; his friends 
and the pnblie, howeve1·, decided other-

wise. Dr. Brock was much estoemed 
as a preacher, and his high character 
secured him frioncls among all classes. 
His services to the Baptist denomina
tion could never be told. But he was 
not a more Bapti.st; he was a;u Evan
gelical Alliance in himself. He was a 
man of large heart, who recognised the 
conscientiousness of othor men in their 
differences, and looked with a loving 
eye upon every man who believed in 
Christ. There wcro few men who knew 
more about popular literatnro, the fluc
tuations of public opinion, and the great 
events on the Continent, than Dr. 
Brock ; and there were few men more 
capable of speaking of them. either in 
private or public. He died, after a 
very short illness, at Rt. Leonards, 
on the 13th of Xovember, whither he 
had retired for the winter. 

His remains were deposited in tho 
Abney Park Cemetery on tho 17th 
November. On the following Sunr1ay 
the Rev. W. Landels and Rev . • T. P. 
Chown improved his death. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PBESIDENT-0, H. SPURGEON, 

Stateraent of Receipts from Or·tober 20th, 1875, ta Decem/,er 1-lth, 1875. 
£ ,. d. I £ s. d. Ji, s. d. 

l\I.rs. Howell ... ... 1 J O Mr. J. G. Conde<: ... 3 3 0 Mrs. Legge ... ... 1 0 o 
Mr, A. Dar,by ...... 5 o O I Misslliill<;r... ... ... ? Jn O ~[r. q.. Elder ... 0 10 n 
A Scotch Girl ...... 1 0 0

1 

llirs,Keml ......... 2 JO O A Fnend ... ,.. 0 10 0 
Mr. W. J. Graham ... 25 0 0 A Friend ... •.• ... 2 0 0 G. P. .•• ... ... 0 10 0 
.Mr. D. Macpherson... o ,5 O ]ilrs. Brown, p■r Rev. Mr. S. F. Bridg0 O liJ 11 
Love's offering... ... 1 0 O i G. W. Cross ... ,.. 1 0 0 Miss Izzard ... Z Q 0 
M, Hall ... ... ... 1 n o A Fri,md. per Mr. H. j Mr. J. Banger ... I l o 
:Ptlr. !I. Tuttou ... ..• -5 0 O R. Brown O 10 O i lir. Griffiths ••• . .. I 1 O 
Mr. J. B. Denholm ... o ,, O '.V. A. JJ. ... l I O : Mr. Charles Crocker 1 0 O 
It. K. J, ... ... ... I O O Mr. Rc,ul ... 0 10 0 : ColleotionatEastHill, 
Mr. T.Kennard.... . .. I o O Mr. Franklin a 3 0 I ,vancfawortll, µer 

:{~,~ ~~:!E;: ... ~ 1
?i g ~~~!: ~~;;'~.. ... g }g ;; ; :;,;_t F ... :·--~·-~~ 5 17 0 

M. C. S. I O O Mrs. l\othine l O (I Collection at Trinity 
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A SAD CONFESSION,!!-

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITA~ TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"We hid as it were our faces from Him."-lsAIAU liii. 3. 

You will find in the margin of some of your Bibles that this passage is ren
dered '' He hid as it were His face from us." The literal translation of 
the Hebrew would be, "He was as a hiding of faces from Him," or 
"from us." Some critical readers think these words were intended to 
de~cribe our Lord as having so humbled Himself, and brought Himself to 
snch a deep degradation that He was comparable to the leper who covered 
his face and cried, "Unclean, unclean!" hiding himself from the gaze 
of men. .Abhorred and despised of men, He was like one put aside 
because of His disease and shunned by all mankind. Others suppose the 
meaning to be that on account of our Lord's terrible and protracted 
sorrow Ria face wore an expression so painful and grievous that men 
could scarcely bear to look upon Hirn. They hid as it were their faces 
from Him ; amazed at that brow all carved with lines of anxious thouuht, 
those cheeks all ploughed with furrows of deep care, those eyes all sunk 
in shades of sadness, that soul bowed down, exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death. It may be so ; we cannot tel1. So let it pass. I have a plain 
practical purpose to pursue. Here is an indictment to which we must all 
plead guilty. Let us make the reflection our own, as we humbly bow at 
the dear pierced feet of our Lord, and remember how cruelly we slighted 
our kindest friend, when "w·e hid as it were our faces from Him." 

At sundry times and in divers manners we may have done this. Where 
sl1all I begin ? AlaR, I fear me that contempt and contumely alone will 
interpret some men's sayings and doings. Their conversation is so pro
fane that their crime becomes palpable. Sometimes men hide their faces 
from Jesus in cool contempt of Him. How astounding! how revolting ! 
He, the Lord of glory, the Creator of heaven and earth, out of compas
sion to the children of men, condescended to take upon Himrnlf our 
nature-should we therefore slight Hirn? Being found in fashion a.s a 
man, He was subjected to all the pains and miseries of this mortal life, 
and encountered the horrors of death itself-should ,ve therefore revile or 
should we not revere Him? He ought surely to be esteemed by all man
kind. I have sometimes felt that had He not redeemed my soul, I must 
reverence Him for redeeming others. Had I never tasted of His love at 
all myself yet the story of His love to His enemies is such that methinks 
I could fall down and worship Him. His character claims our admira
tion and appeals to the tenderest feelings of our heart. So disinterested 
was the love of Christ ; so self-denying; so unwavering in ~ts constanc.v; 
He surpassed every instance on record, and excelled any ideal that the 
m?st gifted imagination could paint. Greater love bath no man than 
this, that lie laid down His life for His friends. There, creature gene
rosity exhausts itself ; mere human love has reached its limit. But God 
commends His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
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died for us. And this blessed man Christ Jesus personally shows and 
makes evident this love to His enemies, His persecutors, His murderers. 
Still there are those who can revile His name while they scan His history. 
We can scarcely speak of Him but forthwith the vials of their wrath 
begin to distil. Strange is it that a fame so lively, and a name so altogether 
lovely should so commonly set a man against his fellows, and become 
the innocent cause of strife and persecution in the world. That name of 
Jesus-a name of highest heavenly glory, a name of peace profound, a 
name of universal goodwill, a name to knit all mankind in one common 
brotherhood-has become, by the perversity of human nature, a by-word 
and a reproach. Their Saviour in every age they have not known, their 
da,y of visitation they have not heeded. Hence His nam,. has excited 
wrath and opposition among the sons of :inen, where it should have 
excited reverence and love. Some show their opposition by attempting 
to ignore or to tarnish the dignity of His person. These blatant infidels 
I trust are getting fewer and fewer. The rough, bullying speech of Tom 
Paine we sincerely hope will never be heard on earth again. There are 
thinkers (as they wonld have us account them) abroad in these days more 
courteous in their address, and far more cautious in their language than 
the disbelievers of former times; but too often they are as full of 
malignity and deadly venom against the Christ of God as were the 
coarsest scoffers who uttered their blasphemy before we were born, so 
persistently is the person of Christ held in contempt alike by Greek and 
barbarian. And are there not others who affect great admiration for 
Jesus of Nazareth as an example of virtue and benevolence, who never
theless reject His mediatorial work as our Redeemer 1 As a substitu
tionary sacrifice they do not and cannot esteem Him. Isaiah in the 
chapter before us was holding up Christ as the Lamb led to the slaughter, 
the Yictim of our transgressions, bearing our chastisement. How the 
anger of some men kindles at this representation of the Gospel ! They 
sneer at the doctrine of substantiation, vicarious sacritice, atonement ; 
at the simple fact indeed that "His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree." That He was a true philanthropist, an admirable 
teacher, and an inspired prophet, they will readily allow ; but that our 
'iniquities were laid on Him, that He was punished in our stead, that He 
died the just for the unjust, they set aside as though it were an idle tale, a 
baseless fiction. This noblest of all doctrines, the grandest of all con
ceptions is here brought down to the humblest capacity of the most simple 
understanding. The learned can find no flaw in the logic. But learning 
and logic have little enough to do with it. The heart that believes it can 
tell its worth. "He loced me and gare IIimseif for me," Angels have 
but to hear of it and they sing of it. Marvel of marvels that there 
should be men on earth so wise that they hoot at it and count it worthy 
of nothing but their scorn ! They hide as it were their faces from the 
cr~1cified Saviour. And then they will pour contempt upon other doc
trmes of Ilis _Gospel. Not satisfied with opposing the main and cardinal 
t~·uth, they will hold up other parts of revelation to ridicule. If a man 
likes to laugh1 and wishes to scoff, he can find folly in infinite wisdom. 
Nay, be can1 1f he has eyes that are full enough of falsehood, discover 
faults even rn the immaculate God Himself. Given but the desire to 
deride and parody, the occasions and opportunities will always be plenti-
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ful. And with what pitiful disdain the Lord's people are slighted ! The 
followers of Christ are, as it is commonly said, poor people, illiterate and 
uninstructed ; and but few of the great ones of the earth, or the learned 
men will give in their names as adherents of the Saviour! Well, so it 
ever has been. And yet the da)". shall come when the Lord shall vindi
cate I-Ifa owt1 election, and prove how infinitely superior it is to man's 
reputation. ·what though He choose the base things of the world and the 
things that are not, yet by these will He be exalted when His enemies are 
rolled in the dust. Do I address anybody who has despised the Lord 
.Jesus Christ ? Ah, my friend, little do you consider what you have done, 
Your wantonness can offer no excuse but your ignorance. And as for 
your ignorance it is without excuse. You are unacquainted with our 
Lord, or you would not decry Him. Bethink yourselves, I pray you. 
Have you really studied His character 1 Have you looked into the proofs 
of His being the Messiah ? Have yon weighed the evidence of His 
Divinity 1 If you have not, surely you should be ashamed of your 
temerity, Ca.n it be tha.t out of mere prejudice you have condemned 
unheard One who to us is all our hope, Oue who has lifted some of us out 
of despair and given us peace of mind-One who is now so dear to us that 
we feel we eould cheerfully die for Him. Do not affront Him. Do not 
disparage His claim upon our tender regard. Do not speak ill of His blessed 
name. He is a friend to some of us, the like of whom we never else
where found. Were it not wiser and fitter every way that ye should listen 
to our testimony and go to Him, and □oe whether He cannot and whether 
He will not save you, and make you partakers of our joy. If He reject 
you, or if you find Him false to His promi.ses, then speak against Him ; 
but we beseech you do not begin to rail before you have any reason. He 
tha~ buildeupon this stone builds securely, but alas for the man that falls 
foul of this stone ! it will assuredly grind him to powder. As surely as 
Christ is God, those that oppose Him will one day wonder and perish. 
The peril is looming as the day is coming. The glorious apocalypse for 
which saints look will bring about a total eclipse of every one that is 
proud and lofty, everything that is high and lifted up. I will not linger 
-on so dreadful a look out, but I earnestly admonish you to lay it to heart. 

A second and far more common way in which men hide their faces from 
Christ is by their heedlessness, their indifference, their neglect. Alas! 
all of us are guilty or have been guilty in this respect. Allow me to 
ask you, my beloved friends in Christ, to look back a little while to the 
period before your conversion. ',Vas not Jesus as worthy of your love 
then as He is now, as glorious, as admirable 7 And yet for how long a 
time had you hid your face from Him! Surely you must remember the 
days gone by when you did not care even to hear about Him. Any kind 
of amusement was more fascinating for you than discourne or converse 
concerning your S1tviour and your King, There is music in His name 
now : it was dull enough to you once, You heard sermons without 
heeding them. Perhaps some of you were constrained by force of cir
cumstance_ to attend the sanctuary, though no part of the service was 
attuned to your taste. You mixed with the multitude, but you did not 
see or draw near the Master. They were dreary hours; you were glad 
When they were spent, and you were liberated. You listened, but what 
came in at one ear went out at the other. Scarcely that; for you did 
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not allow it to go far enough into your brain for that. Listlessly you 
listened, with no desire to learn anything about that Christ who is your 
only true Saviour, your only rightful Sovenign. If you had been in the 
market and some one had been describing the prices of goods, telling you 
of the probabilities of a rise or fall, you would have been all attention; 
and you would have found no difficulty in carrying home the bulk of· 
what you had heard, especially that part which was about your own 
business. But oh, in thooe days Christ was nothing to you. The 
preacher might life Him up with all his might, and tell you with tears 
that if you rejected Him you must perish. You took no heed. You did 
not care whether you perished or not, You did not give Christ your thought. 
He was put before you, but you hid asit were your faces from Him, Although 
the Bible was in your house, bearing witness to Jesus Christ, you never 
searched it. You may have taken the book down sometimes and read a 
chapter here or picked out a verse there, ancl c011gratulated;yourself not a 
little upon your good deed; but as to searching the Scriptures through, 
and comparing passage with passage, spiritual things with spiritual, that 
you might know Jesus Christ who is hidden there like a pearl in the field 
-oh no, you dicl not care to give all diligence in this matter. ·why, some 
of you young men were studying hard years ago. You rose up early and 
sat up late over books professional and profound, and truly if you were 
to be profici,mt in your secular calling you had need to do so, but all that 
while you never rnt up an hour later than usual to make search concern
ing your soul and the Lord who bought it with His blood; neither did 
you ever rise from your soft couch at daylight on purpose that you might 
bow the knee and seek your Lord ancl worship Him. No, everything was 
sought except the Saviour : every duty you would scrupulously fulfil 
except that which you owed your Lord ; all the world was fair except the 
altogether lovely. And, mayhap, tit that very time there were pursuits 
that gratified yon utterly unworthy of your preference. You had loves 
which.have proved bitterness to you; things that fascinflted your heart 
that d1d but degrade yon. It was your best friend ; He who only meant 
your good ; He who elevates the man that does but look to Him ; He 
whom very name fills the soul with refreshment; He, the love of whose 
peraou is heaven begun,-He was all this while cast into the background. 
I am not speaking of you, my friends, as if you had a mono ply of reproach; 
I do speak of myself with many deep regrets of heart. I hid as it 
were my face from Him, and I let the years run round-not without 
twitches of conscience, not without rebukes, when I knew how much I 
did need a Saviour, not wiLhout the warnings which came from ·others 
whom I saw happy and rejoicing iu Christ, while I had no share in His 
Sfllvation. Still l put it off, as perhaps some of you are doing, from day 
to clay, oncl month to month, and thought that Christ mi"bt come in some 
odcl hour, and when I had nothing else to do I might thi~k of Him whose 
blood could cleanse me. 0 my soul, I could fain smite thee now! I have 
heard of a minister who preached for several years before he was con
verted, and when converted he became a very earnest preacher of the 
Gospel ; but,one day as he rode along the street he was observed to stop 
and cane a dog which was lying in front of a door, "\Yhen they said to 
him, "Mr. McPhayle, why did you beat the dog 1" he said "He was so 
exactly like myself, lying in the sun sleeping-a dumb dog that didn't 
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bark-that I could not but give him a touch of the rod ; though I meant 
it all the while for myself." Truly I could lay this rod about my own 
heart to think that weeks and weeks should have rolled over my head, 
.and I should have hid as it were my face from Chris~ in wilful neglect 
of my dear Lord whose heart has bled for me. DoES not this come home 
to anybocly here? Arc there_not some who might justly cha~tise them
selves? 

But we pass on to a third form of this same folly. vVe hid as it were 
our faces from him, many of us, by preferring any other mode of salva
tion to salvation by faith in Christ. The great Gospel fact is that whoever 
looks to Christ is saved. The moment faith, with her intelligent eye, 
beholds Christ on the cross, an cl clepend8 on Him, the man that exercises 
that faith is forgiven, rescued, saved. :N' ow when we were aroused to 
somethiog like anxiety about our souls, we were told this. Some of us 
were told it very plainly, other,:, perha.ps, not quite so clearly; but we 
did not like this way of beitJg saved, simply by believing. Did not we 
try to merit salvation by our own good w01·ks 1 Oh, we would do thi,i, 
and that, and the other; we would correct ourselves in this department, 
and we would push on and make progress in the other ; and we tried to 
do so. Oh, I ccmld pour scorn upon myself to think of some of the good 
resolutions I made ! I blew them np like children with their pipes and 
their soap. Fine bubbles they were, reflecting all the colours of the rain
bow. But a touch, and they dissolvecl. They were good for nothing
poor stuff to build et~rnal hopes upon, Oh, that working of ours! \Yhat 
slavery it was, but what small result" it produced t We came to grief 
whenever we began to get a little comfortable with ourselves. ;Just when 
we said" Now my tower will stand," there came an e,1rthquake and it all 
went to a heap of ruins. Then, if we remember well, we tried our feel
ings: we said," It cannot be that if I believe inJcsu9 just as I am I shail 
be saved: I must feel something.'' How we resorted to sharp books, 
terrible sketches of death and judgment and perdition-I know I did. 
Baxter's Call to the Unconverted cu~ me to the quick, and harrowed up 
my gloomiest apprehensions. '.Ve expected to feel something indescribable, 
and when we began to feel a little alarm and distress of mind we found it 
was not the thing that brought satisfaction to the mind or peace to the 
heart; for the more we did feel the less we thought we felt; and the 
more we felt, the less we considered our feelings to be of the right kind. 
So, after tossing, and toiling, and rowiug with feelings, we found we hacl 
got no farther than we clid with works. And all this while there stoocl the 
Saviour with this simple counsel-" Look unto M:e and be ye saved, all 
ye end,; of the earth." Still we wrapped ourselves in our mantle and hid 
as it were our faces from Him. \Ve kept looking at ourselves and 
inquiring in the biographies of good men after this feeling and after the 
other, while we hid as it were our faces from Rim. And when we were 
beaten off from that false refuge we took to a fresh conceit. Thinking we 
could pray ourselves into heaven, we began to pray. This would have 
been quite right had not we put the exercise of prayer before the com
mandment to believe. "He that believeth and is baptised shall be 
.saved,"-that is the Gospel. We were so reluctant to surrenderourselves 
to an implicit confidence in our Lord. ·we resolved to pray. Prayer 
2eemed to us a proper performance; a religious duty acceptable to God 
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and much to be commended. We did not understand that we must need 
be quickened into life before we could breathe freely. Looking upon 
daily prayer as a kind of ecclesiastical exercise, albeit there was_ no real 
heart in it, we thought some good would come of making it a habit. But 
no good did come. Our prayers became a form, and we disquieted our
selves in vain. We found we could not pray. Oh, what fools we were! 
What fools all of us are to look anywhere for salvation but to Jesus 
Christ. God the Father has set forth Christ to be a propitiation for sin. 
If God has done that, cannot I be contented 1 If the Lord has accepted 
Christ instead of me, and promised that if I believe in ,Jesus I shall be 
saved, why need I gad about to find some other way of peace, pardon, 
and full salvation 1 Is not God's way good enough for me ? If God 
accrpts it why should not I rejoice in it 1 O, dear friends, if we have 
been covering our faces, let us uncover them now, and if they are black 
a.s soot with sin, let ns just look up to the cross with a black face, and 
say, "Saviour of sinners, I, the very chief among them, put my sole trust 
in Thee ! Hiding my eyes no more from the light, I will look to Thee 
and trust Thee with all my heart." 

In yet another way we hid our faces ~rom Him. After we were quite 
sure that we could not be saved '1ther than by the one Mediator, do you 
remember how we continued to hide our face from Jesus by persistent 
unbelief in Him?- I know it for myself. I held up the handkerchief 
before my eyes, saturated with my own tears. This sympathy for our 
sorrows I could not crc,1it. It is the sullen sulk of sad souls. Their 
distress of mind has come between them and the Redeemer. Strange to 
tell, some men will reason against themselves. No doubt if there were a 
gift to be bestowed upon all the poor people in the parish everybody 
who wanted anything would try to prove himself to be in the parish, If 
there was a man who lived with half his house in one parish and half in 
another, I'll be bound to say he would try to prove he lived in the parish 
where the gifts were to be bad; but somehow or other awakened sinners 
try to prove that they are not the sort of people Christ died for. They 
used to have in Rome when they were canonising saints an Advocatus 
Diaboli, or advocate of the devil, who used to plead against the person 
being canonised, and offer all the objections he could. It seems strange 
that so many people should turn Advocati IJiaboli against themselves. 
I cin tell you how they argue, for I have talked with them by the hour, 
and this has been the fashion of their counterpleading, "But, sir, I don't 
feel my need of it." We reply, "If you cannot go to Christ with a broken 
heart, go to Christ for a broken heart." "Oh, but, sir, I don't feel that 
I am fit to go.'' "Your unfitness is the only evidence He wants." "But 
I don't think I have repented enough." "Granted; and you never will 
repent enough, could your tears for ever flow. You cannot be saved by 
the merit of your repentance. Jesus Christ will forgive your impenitence 
as well as your other sins. Certainly if you want more repentance, you 
must go to Him for it." "Well, but, sir, do you know I cannot help 
fearing that perhaps I am not one of the eleet." W c have replied, 
"Per~aps you are; and anyhow you had better go to Christ, because He 
has given an invitation to every creature: He says,' whosoever will, let 
him come and take of the water of life freely.'" "Ah, sir, but you don't 
know-I am so indifferent." "Well, but you never will be otherwise than 
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indifferent as long as you stay away from the Saviour. If you go to Him 
and put your trust in Him He will remove your indifference. He alone 
can roll away this stone from the door of your heart" One moment they 
will say they do not feel, and almost in the same breath they will turn 
round and say they feel the horrors of despair. When they tell you of 
the dreadful blasphemies that coQte into their mind, yon may answer that 
it is written, "All manner of sin and of blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men, and whosoever believeth in Him is not condemned,'' feel or not feel 
as he may. ·well, I have pmsued that business till I have been pretty 
nearly tired of it, when all of a sudden the person I have been trying to 
comfort has begun again where he commenced, as if he had never said 
those things before: he has gone over the same round of objections, and 
I have no doubt would have continued to repeat himself, had I continued 
to answer him, fifty times over; so did he encourage the morbid appre
hension that he should not himself be saveµ. You see a man put into the 
condemned cell at Newgate, and you go in and tell him that Her Majesty 
presents him with a free pardon. I warrant you he will not put his hand 
to his brow, and say, "Well, but I think there is this or that objection to 
my accepting it." "No" thinks he "if there is any objection let those find 
it out that like; it is no business of mine." And so with the soul that is 
bidden to come to Christ, I say, let it come, objections or no objections, 
and if there be objections, let some body else fincl them out, but as for thee, 
poor sinner, don't cover thy face from Jesus, but come as thou art, just as 
thou art, and say, "Here I am, my Saviour: if Thou canst save-and I 
believe thou canst-save me. At any rate, if I perish I will perish trusting 
in Thoe." Rather, sinner, shall heaven and earth pass away than even a 
soul perish that acts on this firm resolve. Hide not your eyes from the 
Saviour ; it is a dreadful temptation of Satan, this mfataken notion of 
humility. People think, or affect to think, that it would be arrogant or 
presumptuous on their part to believe in Jesus. I tell you solemnly that 
unbelief is not humility; it is a a foul conceit. Hulllility trusts the 
Saviour. Base indeed the ingratitude which casts a slur upon His truth
fulness, and refrains from venturing to accept His promises. O, brethren ! 
we once hid as it were our faces from Him ; let us pray for others who are 
hiding their faces, and beseech the Lord to incline them to turn their faces 
right round to His dear cross, and then let us gently take off the mantle that 
obscures their vision, and say to them, "Look, look through your tears l 
Look even now ; for there is life in a look at the crucified one." 

But not to tarry, I am afraid there are some of us who must plead 
guilty to another charge; we have hidden as it were our faces from him 
since He has saved us, and since we have known:His love, by our silly 
shame and our base cowardice. Perhaps I speak to some Chri~tians here, 
who, though they love the Lord, have never professed His name. 

Dear brother, clear sister, do you think this is right-is it loyal 7 Had 
He kept His love to you a secret, and never openly espoused your cause, 
and given up Himself for your salvation, where would you now have 
been 1 Howbeit He boldly declared IIe was not ashamed to call us 
"brethren," and true to His word He acted a brother's part, and carried 
through the work of our redemption. Since Jesus Christ was not ashamed 
of us, surely we need never be ashamed of Rim. "But I think I may go 
to heaven by myself," said one, "for I am afraid I shall compromise other 
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people if I dishonour Christ." And do you not think, my dear brother, 
that you are dishonouring Him by snch a suggestion? "Oh, but suppose I 
were to fall into sin 'I" Nay; do not you think that even now you are· 
living in siu while you are refusing what He demands, that you should 
confess Him before men. His promise is that he that with his heart 
believeth, and with his mouth maketh the good confession, shall be saved. 
Or as it is put in another form, we read, '' He that believeth and is 
baptised.., (which is the open confession of Him) "shall be saved." Do 
not, I entreat you, play the coward. "Suppose I should fall," say you, 
"after I have made a profession?" Vi!hich d, you think the safer place, 
where your Lord bids you, or where you choose to be yourself? Come 
forward if you are His followers, and put on His regimentals. I wonder 
what our Government would say if her Majesty's soldiers were to take 
off their red coats, and protest "We should be just as good soldiers, and 
as true, without this uniform as with it." They would be suspected of 
treason ; they would be taken up as deserters. And are thern no deserters 
here 1 I should like to send the officer round and find you out. 

"Are you the soldiers of the cross, 
The followers of the !,amh; 

How can you blush to ow!l His cause, 
Or fear to speak His name?" 

Come out, brethren, come out. If you want your :Master's blessing come 
and join your Master's servants. 

Aye; but some of us who have made a profession of our faith may 
nevertheless have sometimes hid our faces from Christ. Have you never 
been in company where religion was jested at, and felt, "Well, I had 
better hold my tongue here" 1 There are seasons when that is prudent, 
and even proper,-when you are so weak a champion that you might 
damage the cause. At the same time, even the weakest champion had 
better have his lance broken than be altogether a coward. How often 
might we have spoken for Jesus when nothing has kept us back except 
cowardice. It was not prudence, it was cowardice, downright cowardice. 
We thought they would give us an ill name, and so we dishonoured Christ 
lest we should encounter a rude joke or a coarse jest from a person whose 
opinion was never worthy of a moment's thought. I wish there were 
more boldness for Christ everywhere. In the higher circles he that con
fesses Christ may have to run the gauntlet for it, but let him do so boldly . 
.And amongst working men in the shop or factory there is a deal of 
"chaffing" goes on, often of a cruel kind, against the Christian, but he who 
is such a foather-bed soldier that he cannot bear the reproach is not 
worthy of such a Lord. Our sires were not so tame that they could be 
intimidated with a taunt. Their cheek never blenched at the stake, or 
in the fire. They were ready to die for the Lord Jesus. How think ye, 
then 1 Should we play the craven ; shall a little maid make us afraid, or 
shall some silly fools, who scoff at all that is holy, drive us to disown our 
Saviour 1 Oh, brethren, do not surrender your souls so cheaply. Never 
mind their sneers. Never hide your face from Him. Come out and have 
no fellowship with the profane, the profligate, or the persecutors. Is 
Christ in the pillory 1 Put me in with Him, and then throw what you 
like at me. Is Christ's name rolled in the mire, and made a by-word' 
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and a proverb 1 Link my name with His and make a by-word and a 
proverb of it. Twi!;t the two together, and let us be the object of your 
slanders. I will glory in it. The reproach of Christ is greater riches 
than all the treasures of Egypt. Hide not then your faces from Him, 
beloved, nor shrink from espousing His cause. 

I feel sure that many, if not all of us, who are believers will penitently 
confess that we have sornetimes hidden our faces from Christ by not 
walking in constant fellowship with Him. I once asked a brother how 
long it was since he had enjoyed fellowship with Jesus. His reply was 
remarkable. "I feel sorry," said he, "you have askec.l me that question, 
and yet I must thank you. Had you asked me whether I continued in 
prayer, I would have said yes, for, with more or less fervour, I uo con
stantly pray. Had you inquired whether I endeavoured to walk hone~tly 
and uprightly before my fellow-creatures, I should have said, 'Yes, thank 
God, I hope I have not slipped with my feet;' but when you say, 'Ilow 
long is it since you really have had fellowship with Jesus 'I' I blush to 
own that many a day has passed since I have known this high privilege." 
Is that so with you my dear brothers and sisters iu Christ? If so, it is 
very, very sad, Our heart, if we are Christians, is married to Christ. 
Say, then, would it not be strange if a wife should live with her husband 
and hide her face from him by the week and month together; should 
there be scarcely a comfortable word betweeu them ; should there only 
be just the decent civilities of a daily routine, without much concern or 
any confiding ? Yet perhaps some of you pray a little every mcrning and 
every night, because you think it is proper. At special times you do your 
reverence to Christ; aud anon you go out into the world, and there, in a 
measure, you estrange yourselves from Him, and then you return home, 
far from beiug eager and anxious for communion with your Lord; so, not 
seeking His face for yourselves, you do in effect hic.le your face from Him. 
There is no face to face fellowship. Remsmber, I entreat you, that His 
love to you is constant, although your love to Christ may grow cold. If 
you can dispense with His company He delights in your company. There 
it stands in the Canticles-" Let rne see thy face; let me hear thy voice, 
for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely." Now had you 
said that to Christ it might l.,e easily understood, but when He says that 
to you it is rnost admirable. His love makes Him desire to hold fellow
ship with you-will you refose it; will you <leuy Him 1 Sm·dy you will 
say, "Dost Thou think so much of me 1 I ought to have said to Thee 
what Thou hast said to me; Thou hast ravished my heart, rny sister, ·my 
spouse, with one look of Thine eyes, and one chain of Thy neck, Nay, 
but these are the words of Him from whom I have so often hid my face . 
. And is this precious Christ so enamoured of rne ·i Has He, the Prince of 
Life so fixed His affections on my spirit? does He love to hear me speak 
with Him ; does Ho <lelioht in my communino- wiGh ITim 'I Oli, then I 
cannot forbear; I must c;y 'Corne to me, my Loni, ,,1111 1 »·ill tell Thee 
my griefs, and my joys, and Thou shalt tell me ;i,Il Ihy hearL, auc.l we will 
thus confer and contide with secrets of which the world wots not.'" The 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear Rim. Let us therefore tell 
our heart's love to Christ. ·we kiri as it were our faces from Jlim. Say 
when and how did you begin thus to act 1 You used to revel in the light 
.,of His countenance once; why ilid you hide your face i Diu you get 
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worldly 1 Did you dote too much upon some ear;thly object 1 Did you 
neglect prayer? Did you give way to temptation ? Beloved, whatever 
may have been the cause, remember Jesus Christ has not divorced you. 
He bath said, "Return, ye backsliding children; I am married unto you, 
saith the Lord." Come back, then; come back now, as we meet around 
the Lord's table, you that love your Lord but have lost fellowship with 
Him: pray-pray that this may be the beginning of a happier era. Oh, 
that we might keep lookin" on to ,Jesus, and Jesus looking to us! Oh, that 
we might maintain that dear fellowship, and never have it broken till it 
shall melt into the yet nearer and more glorious communion on the other 
side of the river, where nothing can disturb the profound. enjoyment! Get 
ye up, get ye up, believers, from your sorr<Jws, from your cares, from 
your anxieties and distractions, get ye up to the Master's feet, and sit 
there with Mary, and look up into His dear loving face, and listen to His 
gracious words of promise ; hide not your face from Him, He will not 
hide His face from you. Say, like the spouse in the Canticles, "Let 
Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth, for His love is better than 
wine," and He will answer your prayer, and make your heart burn within 
you with the holy ecstasy of fervent love. 

<!fssnus anu Japtrs nn ~eligfous Jnhjttts. 
GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

THE REVIVAL AT ROCKFOOT. 
PAHT II. 

IT is generally supposed by an en
lightened public that on Monday 
morning, after a hard Sabbath-day's 
work, ministers are apt to be '' Mon
dayish." This mild form of disease 
-if such it can be called-seems to 
consist of a slight headache after a 
partially sleepless night, a disposi
tion to stretch the arms out and 
yawn, a tendency to be drowsy and 
to sit by the fire or lie on the sofa, 
a poor appetite either for breakfast 
or dinner, sluggish spirits, proneness 
to look at things on the dark side, 
and not unfrequently the prevalence 
of an irritable state of mind which 
the unhappy patient finds it a hard 
task to conquer, Now, it so hap
pened that Pastor Bright had occa
sionally been overtaken by this un-

welcome malady, and, like a wise 
man, by various ingenious experi
ments he had endeavoured to seek 
out a proper remedy. After adopt
ing several that were deemed, like 
the Pope and certain patent pills, 
"infallible,'' and finding them fail 
egregiously, he at last hit upon a 
happy expedient that mrely failed 
to effect the desired purpose. He 
found that in connection with his 
church, as in most chur~hes, there 
were a few members who lived a 
short way out in the country. These, 
on account of their inability to 
attend the "means of grace'' as 
often as their nearer and more for
tunate neighbours, called for a little 
extra pastoral visitation ; therefore, 
to benefit himself physically and 
those distant members spiritually, 
he usually spent :Monday morning 
in visiting their respective neigh
bourhoods. On a fine bracing day, 
the clear fresh air, the charming 
scenery, and the brisk walk soon 
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served to relieve him of '' the blues," 
and to put him into such good 
spirits, that by the time he had 
arrived at his journey's end he felt 
himself like a new man. To ministers 
who preach on the Lord's-day con
stantly in ill-ventilated or orowded 
chapels, and who suffer from heat, 
pressure, and the inhalation of ob
noxious gases, we commend Pastor 
Bright's Monday morning country 
walk, feeling assured that the 
amount of oxygen they imbibe to 
purify the blood, and the exercise 
they take to strengthen the muscles 
and limbs,will prove the best remedy 
they can adopt to set them up for 
their week's pastoral work. • 

About two miles from Rockfoot 
lived a husband and wife who had 
been members for many years, and 
had seen the cause in most of its 
stages. To visit this homely couple 
was the pastor's delight. Their 
cottage, surrounded by a well-stocked 
garden and pleasant fields, and 
looking both outside and in the pic
ture of cleanliness and comfort, was 
considered by the pastor to be the 
model dwelling-house of a working 
man, and the sight of it in the 
distance generally inspired him with 
feelings of pleasure. Mr. Shepherd 
and his wife, though in humble life, 
were what is called '' nice people." 
All who knew them voted them 
to be cheerful,industrious,contented, 
and happy Christians. To "look at 
things on the bright side " seemed 
to be their special forte; hence they 
appeared most days alike, and were 
the opposite of those unfortunate 
beings who are so uncertain in 
temper that you never know how to 
have them. The pastor felt as cer
tain as he could feel about anything 
that on his arrival he would meet 
with a hearty greeting, an invita
tion, which would accept of no denial, 
to partake of the best that the house 
afforded, and that every little thing 

would be done to make him feel at 
home, and to induce him to stay ~s 
long as possible. On one occasion 
Mrs. Shepherd told him that she 
prided herself on being "a minister's 
friend," and he complimented her 
honestly in return by avowing it to 
be his firm conviction that she gave 
full proof of it, and wished without 
flattery that there were more like 
her. "You see, Mrs. Shepherd,'' 
he added, "it is indeed a treat for 
me to come and see persons of your 
class. You do not grumble at me, 
or ab9ut somebody, directly I cross 
your doorstep. You have not a 
long list of dolesome complaints to 
din my weary ears with, like some 
persons that I might mention. You 
meet me at the door with a smile ; 
give me a welcome; say all the kind 
things you can ; sympathise with 
me in my domestic and pastoral re
lationships and trials; and make me 
feel that you would do anything to 
help me or my work. You cannot, 
therefore, wonder that when I want to 
cast off a little care I instinctively 
turn my eyes towards your house, 
and think how nice it would be to 
take a walk in this direction, and 
come and have some refreshing 
spiritual talk with you and your 
good partner. It has helped me 
many a time, and I hope to enjoy 
the privilege of visiting you for years 
to come." 

Such. being the happy statB of 
things in relation to the pastor a.Hi 
this worthy couple, we are not sur
prised to find him, on the morning 
after preaching the '' revival ser
mon,'' making his way leisurely 
towards their cottage. The usual 
welcome being given, and the pastor 
having, according to custom, _been 
duly installed in the old-fasluoned 
arm-chair that had been kept as a 
heirloom in the family for several 
generations past, Mrs. Shepherd 
soon gave him to understand that 
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her mind was full of something, and 
she could not rest till she had 
brought it out; so with praiseworthy 
directness she there and then hit 
out straight at the mark. 

" Well, Mr. Bright, you did give 
us a sermon yesterday morning. My 
husband and me did little else all the 
day after but talk about it." 

''Were you offended, then, 1\Irs. 
Shepherd?" 

" Offended! Not we, indeed. 
Whenever did you know us, Mr. 
Bright, to be offended at a minister 
who preaches faithfully to us God's 
Word? Isn't the Bible given us 
'' for reproof and correction "as well 
as for instruction and comfort? And 
doesn't it often do us more good 
when it reproves us than when it 
comforts us ? " 

"It may, certainly, at times, 1\Irs. 
Shepherd." 

" ·well, I can only say that we 
haven't heard a sermon for many a 
long day that has stirreci us up like 
that one did." 

"I saw that you and Mr. Shep
herd were there, and that he seemed 
to be affected by what was said. I 
observed, too, that he was also at 
the chapel at night, and that was 
rather unusual." 

''Yes, he was. You see, 1Ir, 
Bright, it's a good way for us to 
come all winds and weathers, and 
my little family keep me at home 
most Sunday nights. Then my 
husband has the cows to milk 
and the other cattle to attend to as 
night draws on, and that makes it 
awkward for him to leave our little 
farm. But says he to me yesterday 
afternoon, 'Jenny,' says he, • you 
know how I'm fixed; it's not often 
I've been able to get to the Sunday 
evening service, or the prayer meet
ing on Tuesday, seeing I have so 
much to do, but I've been thinking 
that "where there's a will there's a 
way," and as I've got the will, I'll 

try to make the way : you stay at 
home as usual and put the little 
ones to bed, and I'll see if I can't 
manage to milk the cow~ a little 
earlier, and so get to these night 
services. It will be a tight run, I 
know, but I've a notion it can be 
done if I make a good effort. What 
do you say, my girl?' ' Say,' says 
I, 'why do it, John, if you can; I 
don't mind being left a bit by my
self; two meals a day will be more 
likely to do you good on a Sunday 
than one ; and as to the Tuesday 
prayer-meeting, I think I can get 
Sally Tripe to come in occasionally 
and look after the children, so that 
we can both go to that together_' 
So we agreed on that, as we do on 
almost all things; and, you see, 
last night he managed it." 

" And glad I am that he did, Mrs. 
Shepherd; I hope he will be able 
to do so continually.'' 

" Shall I tell you what it was 
that touched him up so, Mr. 
Bright?" 

"Do, if you please." 
"' \Vhy,' says he to me, as we sat 

down for a quiet bit of chat after 
dinner, 'Jenny,' says he, 'don't you 
think our minister is a very spiritual 
man? ' '.Yes,' says I, 'I do.' 
'Then,' says he, 'that accounts for 
it. He gets on the l\Iount himself, 
and enjoys largely that abundant 
life that he talked to us about so 
feelingly and earnestly this morn
ing ; and then he looks down upon 
us, and sees us grovelling and creep
ing on the earth bolow, a-minding 
worldly things, and he fairly pitius 
us, and wants us to rise where he is, 
and enjoy this life too. It's just 
his good feeling for us, depend upon 
it, that made him preach that ser
mon.' 'Yes,' says I, 'I think it is.' 
' Then,' says he, 'don't you believe 
it to be possible for us all to enjoy 
it as he does? Is he not a man 
"of like 11assions with ourselves?" 
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Hasn't he got his trials, tempta
tions, and conflicts like we have? 
And yet, after all, hasn't he sought 
for and obtained the abundant life 
that gives him strength to overcome 
them all ? I say if he h:1s, we may; 
and it strikes me we had better try.' 
• That's true,' says I, 'I think we 
had better ; but how shall we 
begin?,. 'You heard what the 
minister said,' says he; ' we must, 
in real earnest, be determined to be 
more consecrated to God, "\Ve 
must read the Bible more, pray 
more, deny ourselves more, give 
more, seek after the salvation of 
souls more, and strive more every 
day to surrender ourselves up to 
God's will. It's long been my no
tion that we give way too much to 
self, and the flesh, and the world, 
and that hinders God blessing us 
and making use of us. We want 
cleansing just as the Temple did 
when Christ turned out all that 
sold sheep and oxen, and poured 
out the changers' money, and over
threw their tables, and, with a 
scourge of small cords, made a 
clean sweep of the whole lot. No 
barn can be filled with corn while it 
is half full of chaff; so if we want 
our hearts to be filled with good, 
we must not store up the rubbish. 
May God cleanse us, Jenny, and then 
use us.' 'Amen!' says I." 

Had not the good woman been so 
engrossed with her narrative, she 
would have observed while she was 
talking that her pastor's counte
nance changed a little, and that he 
cast a gloomy look towards the 
ground. It was a few moments 
before he spoke, and then he said 
kindly, but solemnly:-

" Thank you, Mrs. Shepherd, for 
your good opinion of me ; but I am 
afraid you give me credit for too 
~uch. That I have, at times, real
ised this abundant spiritual life, 
I have no more doubt than I haYe 

of my own existence. If I had not, 
as your husband says, I could not 
have preached about it. But shall 
I tell you what I did after preach
ing the sermon ? The first thing I 
did was to go into my study, confess 
to God my shortcomings and imper
fections, and tell the Lord that the 
sermon I had preached to others 
was needed quite as much for my
self; and then I asked him speci
ally so to fill me with His blessed 
Spirit that I might be able to· say 
to all, as ,did the Apostle, 'Be ye 
followers of me, even as I also am 
of Christ.' But I am afraid, so far, 
I come very, very short. Never 
did I understand more clearly than 
I do now the force of our Saviour's 
command : ' So likewise ye, when 
ye shall have done all those things 
which are commanded you, say, 
''Weare unprofitable servants; we 
have done that which was our duty 
to do."' But who among us have 
done all ? Alas ! there is no room 
for boasting, not even iu the best of 
us." 

(To be continued.) 

THE DREADED VALLEY. 
BY IlEV. JOH~ COX. 

MA~Y valleys which are dangerous, 
yea dreadful, are not dreaded; but 
rather sought out and traversed. 
But there is one valley dreaded 
above all others, which, in many of 
its aspects, is neither dangerous nor 
dreadful. Some parts of it have 
been the scene of manifold bless
ing and the home of some of the 
best of the human family. ·we use 
the term "valley," when speaking 
of" the dreaded valley," in a figura
tive sense, even as is done in Scrip
ture, where we read of " the valley 
of Baca," "the valley of the deadl:r, 
shade," and" the valley of Achor. 
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In Bunyan's famous allegory this 
figure is also used to set forth the 
various experiences and conditions 
of the Christian. " The Valley of 
Humiliation" and "The Valley of 
the Shadow of Death." 

By "the dreaded valley," we 
mean POVERTY, This low valley 
is of vast dimensions; the eye can
not take it all in, nor can thought 
comprehend it. It extends over all 
lands, the majority of the human 
family dwell in it. We shall only 
refer to that portion of it in which 
oar own country finds a place. 

England is without doubt one of 
the richest countries in the world, 
if not the richest; yet within it are 
found some of the very worst por
tions of this dreaded valley. This 
i,i a solemn and saddening thought. 
Is there not a cause? and must not 
the Lord have a controversy with 
us, as a nation, on account of this 
great and glaring dillerence of 
outward condition ? But into this 
point, and how far our pauperism 
and crime can be met by legislative 
enactments, or benevolent efforts, 
,ve cannot enter. 1\fay God prosper 
all those who aim at lessening the 
vast aggregate of ignorance, crime, 
and misery around us, and increase 
the number of wise and earnest 
workers. · 

Our object in referring to poverty 
is to invite Christians not to look 
at it generally, but to endeavour to 
deal with individual cases ; if, hap
pily, they may calm some agitated 
heart, or send some loving labourer 
to cheer the dwellers in this most 
dreaded place. 

Multitudes in this valley were 
born in it. Numbers have been 
brought down there who never ex
pected it ; scarcely one is there by 
free choice or voluntary emigration. 
Sad, indeed, is it to think how 
many thousands of children are born 
every year in Britain in circum-

stances most miserable and appa
rently hopeless. This is true both 
physically and morally. As soon as 
they begin to see, hear, and think, 
everything vile is set before them, 
and all kinds of hardships press 
upon them. Some children of want 
are, indeed, born of honest parents, 
though very poor, and not a few 
of such have struggled upward to
ward higher things, both as regards 
this world, and that to come. The 
grace of God, acting by human in
strumentality and Christian love, 
has also lifted up some from the 
very worst class to virtue and hap
piness. But these, as yet, have 
been only exceptions, and vast por
tions of this " vallev," even in our 
country, are yet a moral wilderness, 
wherein passions foul and fierce hold 
constant revelry. Our hearts cry 
out, '' How long, Lorcl ! " " Is it 
time for thee, Lord, to work ! " 

But how is it that so many who 
were 11ot born in this valley, and 
who dreaded it as much as any, are 
yet become dwellers in it? That 
such is the case, and that this fact 
reveals to us some of the saddest 
aspects of humanity, is well known 
to be true. Some have been brought 
down from wealth to poverty by 
circumstances which they could not 
control, and for which they are not 
to blame. Riches, as in ,Job's case, 
have made themselves wings and 
fled away. Friends have deceived 
them, trustees have proved trustless. 
Extra safe investments, strongly 
recommended, and endorsed by 
high-sounding names, have turned 
out to be a quicksand to swallow 
up hard earnings, and widows' por
tions. Money panics, like a whirl
wind, have swept away what seemed 
sure to stand, and thus from the 
heights of opulence many, through 
no fault of their own, have had to 
go down into the dreaded valley. 
How many have been crushed iu 
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this way during the last forty years, 
to the enriching of a comparative 
few, only God knows. 

Many more have been brought 
down by their own fault ; they did 
not choose the valley, but they 
chose one or more of the ways that 
led to it. These causes we can 
only mention, not describe, and the 
list, though long, will no doubt be 
incomplete. Extravagance, and liv
ing somewhat above the means. 
Speculation; small it may be at 
first, but quickly growing larger 
and more desperate. Dishonesty ; 
in very little things, producing 
faithlessness to trust, and bringing 
loss of character. ·want of p=c
tuality or perseverance. Love of 
pleasure and ease. Lack of moral 
courage to look carefully and regu
larly into the state of affairs, and to 
do it sooN enough. Minding too 
much the- business of the parish or 
the coUlltry, and neglecting their 
own. Lack of courteousness, so as 
to repel customers. Selfishness in 
"withholding that which is meet" 
(says God's ,vord) "tendeth to 
poverty," as many have found who 
habitually rob God and their neigh
bour, including, it may be, the 
minister they profess to help and 
support. 

These are among the causes which 
have, no doubt, helped to bring many 
down to poverty. But we had need 
to be carefw. how we apply such, or 
other causes, to particular persons, 
lest we should be found imitating 
Job's friends, and so bring down 
reproof and chastisement on our
selves; such hints as we have given 
are rather intended for personal 
Warning; to produce prayer for 
~hose whom we think are entering 
mto temptation, and to excite wise 
sympathy toward the fallen. 

One thing is particularly notice
able in the classes we have referred 
to, which is, the desperate efforts 

which many make not to go down 
into this valley, though they have 
started in a direction which surely 
leads to it; having done so in spite 
of plain cautions and faithful 
warnings. Though the momentum 
gathers force at each step, yet they 
seem determined not to go clown; 
so they clutch at anything and 
everything they can lay hold of, not 
minding who suffers so that they do 
not go down, or even if they can 
postpone the certain descent only a 
few months or weeks. Borrowing 
is the most common recourse. False 
representations are made ; and pro
mises also which the borrower knows 
can never be fulfilled. " Only a few 
days " is spoken by the tongue, 
when the utterer knows at the same 
time that " EVEn" would be the cor
rect word. Others resort to more 
desperate means : a bold specula
tion, getting others to take shareR 
by false representations; sometimes 
forgery or stealing; and not unfre
quently, when all these fail, scrnrnE 
is committed rather than go down 
into this much-dreaded valley. How 
sadly true these remarks are every 
observer of human life, every reader 
of the daily journals, must know 
full well. 

But let us look a little closer at 
this valley, and see if there is really 
any good reason to dread it so very 
much. Is there nothing connected 
with poverty to set off against all 
its drawbacks ; are there no green 
spots in this valley arched by blue 
skies, and lit up with a cheering 
sun by day, and lovely stars by 
night ? Come and see ! 

The great point is not what is 
my position in this world, but what 
does Go{l's w·ord say to me, and 
about me ? Does it confront me, 
and frowningly say, "What doest 
thou here ? '' and "How earnest thou 
hither?'' or does it comfort me with 
words of love? For many dwellers 
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in poverty's lonely vale infallible 
truth, which knows not how to 
flatter, addresses words of congratu
lation and peace. ·while it says 
" Let the brother of low degree re
joice in that he is exalted," it adds, 
"and the rich in that he is made 
low;" yea, "count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers temptations or 
trials." "There are multitudes," 
says Dr. Barth, "who can endure 
adversity far better than prosperity. 
See, then, why God bestows the 
latter so seldom on his own." Yes, 
and see also the reason why He 
sometimes deprives them of riches 
and makes them poor. The descent 
into this valley, when not accom
panied with the dangerous clutch
ings and dishonest contrivings we 
have referred to, has been an im
mense blessing to many. ,vhen we 
become poor, we become heirs of 
special promises, " exceeding great 
and precious." Infinite mercy 
stretches out this glorious bow 
over all who will come under it. 
"Blessed (says Jesus, as He turned 
to His disciples) are the poor.'' An 
Apostle says, "Hearken, my beloved 
brethren, Rath not God chosen the 
poor of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which He hath 
promised to them that love Him?" 
(James ii. 5.) If we are born poor, 
and live poor, or if we are brought 
into poverty by God's sovereign 
Providence, or as a chastisement 
for our carelessness or mistakes, 
let us not be too mueh distressed 

about it, so that we are but rich in 
faith, and this we may attain to 
through the help of the Holy 
Spirit, if we set our hearts upon 
it.. Then three things may still 
be ours, whatever else is taken 
away. God's providence to guide 
us; God's promises to cheer us; 
and God's perfections to enrich us; 
and, in addition to all this, these 
paths of loss and chastening will be 
a preparation for a larger enjoyment 
of the riches of eternity. 

Remember that heaven's greatest 
favourites, and the world's best bene
factors, have lived in this dreaded 
valley. Here most of the prophets 
dwelt, and all the Apostles. Here 
HE dwelt and manifested His 
grace, " who was rich, yet for 
our sakes became poor, that we 
through His poverty might be 
made rioh." "Christ (says one) 
was poor, not because He could 
not help it, but because He refused 
riches, and chose to be poor, nay, 
more, while He alone of all men 
who have ever lived had all condi
tions alike in His choice, He freely 
chose to be a poor man, the poorest 
of poor men, so poor that foxes that 
have holes, and birds that have 
nests, were richer than the Lord of 
all. Happy those who can sincerely 
add, 'I count it blessed to be out
side the camp with my Redeemer 
on earth, as well as inside the vail 
to see His glory.' " 

(To be continued,) 
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THE LITTLE FRENCH DRUM
MER-BOY; 

A TALE FOR TIIE YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT. 

BY :O.L E. B. 

CHAPTER II. 

·wE have seen that these people 
had altogether a hard life of it; 
that they kept neither Sunday nor 
fete-day; that each day's labour 
was absolutely necessary, or con
sidered so, to keep them supplied 
with bread, let alone soupe maigrc 
to fill their porringers. 

The only spare time they had 
was when the weather was too wild 
and tempestuous to allow of their 
going out to sea in their frail boat. 

Pierre was even too poor to afford 
to console himself with a pipe. He 
knew, too, that if he smoked, the 
chances were that all his seven sons 
would have done their utmost to 
follow his example; so he very 
wisely refrained from comforting 
himself in this fashion. 

The fisherman would sit in his 
cheerless cabin and calculate if he 
had enough money in his slender 
purse to buy bread to fill all the 
hungry mouths around him ; for in 
winter it sometimes happened tlrnt 
there \YllS not neai·ly enough food 
to satisfy the cravings of the,w 
growing children. 

When things had reached this 
point, the father would let the boys 
share the little there was between 
them, and, without saying a word, 
·would pass whole hours near his 

:fireless hearth, gloomy, morose, and 
discouraged. His wife would start 
off to the town and ask help from 
her richer neighbours, who never 
failed to succour the poor woman. 

Upon her return home with her 
well-filled basket on her arm, her 
husband would not even inquire 
where she had been to get such a 
supply of necessaries. All the 
family had not unfrequently fasted 
the greater part of the day, and 
they would then sit around the 
table and eat what their mother set 
before -them without asking any 
questions. ,Vhen Pierre's hunger 
was satisfied, he would throw him
self on his wretched pallet, and his 
only prayer was somewhat in this 
strain-

" God grant that the weather may 
be fine to-morrow! " 
t.c; Without thanking their heavenly 
Father for His mercies to them 
during the past day, or imploring 
His protection during the defence
less hours of the night, the six boys 
would each creep into his hole
these children slept on straw in a 
species of berth, like those on board 
ship-and theirmotherwouldremain 
in the kitchen with her darling 
Frolut; for this was generally the 
best hour of the entire day to them; 
lfavina shut t!10 lloor close-the 
wincl l~ad a way of coming ~hrough 
it not over ploasant, especially ou 
stormy nights - she would next 
throw· a good armful of brushwood 
up the high fireplace, and then light 
the iron lamp with two wicks, which, 
however, gave so feeble a flame as 
not even to reach the blackened 
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beams of the low ceiling; but it 
was sufficient for the woman's usual 
occupation-either knitting or wind
ing worsted and cotton-and the 
child's games. 

As Jeanne quickly clicked her 
bright knitting needles, Frolut, 
leaning against her knees, fashioned 
a boat out of bits of wood, or strung 
sea-shells, his mother the while 
relating wond~rful fairy tales or 
ghost stories. 

Had this affectionate parent used 
these golden opportunities of speak
ing to her little one of his Father in 
heaven-of his Saviour, the only 
Saviour of poor sinners, how blessed 
might have been the results! 

Alas ! it was the blind leading 
the blind. 

Often during these marvellous 

IIyinM and Tunes for School and Sa,1c-
tuai·y. (John Haclclon and Co.) 

WE have long wished for some work of 
this kind. Hore 'il"e have t,mes, hymns, 
chants, and anthems to the number of 
215. Old notation or sol-fa. Tho 
volume is a marvel of cheapness. It is 
also publishocl in halfpenny numborn of 
eight pages. Wo believe t.ho 1'ork ,Yill 
do good se1·vice for our schools and 
congregations~ 

Uni-ei{ed. A Vision. (Tweedie aml 
Co.) 

A POETIC dream on the Temperance 
subject. Goocl !otter-press, neat cover, 
and well written. 

Tlw.il-Jes.sagefi•o,n the Throne. By AN:sA 
SmPToN. (Morgan ancl Scott.) 

ANOTHER work by this well-known ancl 
telling writer. We sat down to road 
the" Memories of Harriet Perfect" with 

ore than usual anticipations, and were 

recitals the boy would let fall his 
roughly-hewn boat or his chaplets 
of shells, whilst he fixed his eyes 
wonderingly on his mother's face, 
in the most profound attention. It 
happened now and then that she 
interrupted her tale, saying-

" There is the cock crowing : it 
is high time to go to bed." 

" Oh, mother! I'm not warm 
enough yet: let's wait a little 
longer by the fire." 

" It's quite out. Come along ; 
thou shalt sleep Ly me, and then 
thou wilt be sure to rest well." 

Both of them would slip in very 
quietly next the sleeping fisherman, 
and Jeanne would lay her clothes 
over the boy's feet to keep him 
warm and comfortable. 

(To be continued.) 

profited ancl blessed. All who read it 
ought to be profited. 

I'eads frorn the Golden Stream. (IIouls-
ton and Sons, Paternoster-square.) 

A N£A1' and well-written volume with 
many good illustrations. Answering 
well its purpose. A good book for 
young people. 

Christian Baptism: it.s Jlode and. Sub
jects. (From Terrace School, ',Yeston
snper-}Iare). 

A~orIIER work on Baptism. Much of 
the old ground is gone over, some new 
arguments introcluced, and also some 
novel suggestions, such as privat.o bap
tism, and thatwhero immersion is im
prncticabfo sprinkling should be re
sorted to. The general use of tepid 
water and the position of all baptisteries 
behind the pulpit aro views which will 
find a diversity of opinion, and for some 
of which we are not prepared. The 
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volume will bo road with considorablo 
interest, and doubtless, on the whole, 
with profit. 

Revival and Revival Worlc. A Record 
of the Labours of D. L. J\Ioody and 
Ira Sankey, and other Evangelists. 
By the Rev. JoHN 1.IAcrrIERSO.li:. 
(Morgan and Scott.) 

Tms work is full of closely printorl 
matter on the revival work, and cannot 
fail to do good. It will be read with 
eagerness by many devout labourers in 
the revival field. It tnmts of, among 
other subjects, tho w01·k in cities, 
villa.gcH, prayeT meetings, experience 
meetings, conversion~ young converts, 
children, and work among the 1n.J.s~es, 
and shows that the Worrl of the Lord 
has not returned voicl, \Ve commend 
it to tho prayerful perusal of all Chris
thns, and hope it may c>tll forth some 
of the power which still lies unused 
among the Churches. 

Tho volume of the B.nTIST ::lIEs
SENGER for 1875 is now ready, in hand
some cloth binding, price ls. 9d., and 
contains a large store of good and ,aricd 
reading, by prominent Baptist ministora 
and othor popular contributors; the 
principal contents are expositions, ser
mons, essays on religious subjects, 
devotional chapters, intelligence, anec
dotes, reviews, poetry, sketches, glean
ings, &c., &c. F. Davis (late J. P,wl), 
Chapter-house-court, St. Paul's. 

}.!AGAZIXES, PA?.IPHLETS, &c. 

The lJ(lpttst 1l1aga.czne centains a 
deeply interesting sermon by the Rev. 
George Gould on tho character and 
do,0,th of the late Dr. Brock. 

The Sword and Trmrel this month is 
full of attractive and telling materials. 
Those by Mr. Spurgeon are "·clcome to 
187G, and a few personal rocollcctions 
of Dr. Drock will be read with special 
interest. 

The Genernl B(lp/ist Jfagaoine starts 
well this year. Articles vigorous and 
useful. 

The True l~,e of the Lord's Supper. 
ReT. J. Clifford, :M.A., LL.13. Woll 

written and earnestly put. We hope 
that it nmy be circulated by thousands. 

The Young 1llen's JJfissionary Adco
cate (Elliot Stock) contains an article 
by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, and other 
int-cro::;ting matter, ,vith missionary 
news. Goc1 spoed it, and tho young 
men whose spirit it represents. 

The Teachus' Storehouse, with whfoh 
is incorporated The Hive. An old and 
valued friend with a now face, onlargccl 
and improved. A most prnfitable 
magazine for Sumhy-school teachers. 

The King's lligh,rny (Elliot Stock), 
and Peniel (F. E. Longley). ::\fagazines 
on Scrip!ural holiness. We cannot he 
too holy, and perhaps we are never 
higher in it than when wo arc breathing 
out of the heart the 51st Psalm, or 
earnestly ~xclai;:1ing," God be merciful 
to mo. a sinner. 

The Appeal. Go0tl, as alwap. 
The Biblical Jlu.seum. .James Com per 

Gray. First part on the Old Testament, 
and with materials to show that tho 
present work will b0 as acccptabfo as 
the previollS one by the same author on 
the X ew Testnment. 

Old Jonat!ian cheers us in his new 
shapo aml altered appearance. 

Tl,c Quiver. Still bright. 
Tl,e Rag!Jed School Union Quartcrl1 

Rcml'd takes the phwc of the monthly, 
a.url contains one of the best likenesses 
we have seen of the Earl of Sh:1Jtesbury. 

A Lecture by the Rev. \Y. G. }{'Cree. 
His work in St. Uil8s's, London. (Elliot 
Stock.) The lectm·e, we see, has gone 
through se-\eral editions, and closorvefJ 
it. 

The Baptist Sezcspapa. (Elliot 
Stock.) The enlargement of the Baptist 
comes on us with a pkasant surprise
not that it sbould cxtcnrl its valuable 
pages and its power for good,. bc1t th~t 
it shouhl have grown sturdy enough m 
thrco years to announce an enla.rgeinsnt 
wilho;,t increase of cost to its readers. 
We wish the enlargecl Baptist ever 
increasing success. 

Quarte,·ly Record ,,[ tT.e Trinitarian 
Bible Society contains. various corre
sponclenco on the Homrnh Version and 
tho British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The British Flag. Still braving the 
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battle and the breeze. Tho only sol
·dier's magazine. 

Sunday-school Union Chronicw. We 
shall always be glad to know that this 
weekly is circulating successfully in 
our Sunday-schools. 

ALMANACKS. 
The Baptist Almanack. (R. Banks, 

Raquet-court, Fleet-street.) Twenty
fifth year of publication. Yery useful 
as a Baptist guide-book. 

TRUTH GENTLE. 
'T11E stream of truth is gentle, but 
permanent; while passionate party 
clamour is hke a winter torrent-im 
petuous but transitory.- TVltatelg. · 

BEARING TROUBLE. 

IT is a higher exhibition of Christian 
manliness to be able to bear trouble 
than to get rid of it.-Beeeher. 

THE HAPPIEST PEOPLE. 

WHEREVER I go I find they are the 
happiest who make much of their 
Saviour.-C. Winter. 

THE TRUTH DL\IORTAL. 
IT takes a good many shovelfuls of 
earth to bury the truth-Swiss 
Proverb. 

The Baptist Sheet Almanack (Elliot 
Stock), with tablets and columns re
cording events and business of the day. 
This will :find a place in the vestry of 
many of our chapels. 

The Garden Ahnanack, and The (,!ar
den. ( Garden Office, Southampton
street.) We cannot speak too highly of 
this weekly, either for quantity or 
quality of its matter, to which is now 
added each week a beautifully coloured 
plate. 

THE MONK'S SACRIFICE. 
W HE::<i' the Emperor Constantine 
made a profession of Christianity, 
he did all that he could to stop the 
cruel and bloody games of the 
amphitheatre. It was in vain. 
The aid of orators, the help of 
poets, the imperial prohibitions, all 
failed. On Jan. 1st, 404, the Coli
seum was crowded. Several pairs 
had already shed their blood. A 
combat was going on; suddenly a 
monk, named Telemachus, who had 
travelled from an Eastern monas
tery for the purpose, rushed into 
the arena, and forced the swords of 
the combatants asunder. Assailed 
by curses, cries, and stones, he soon 
fell dead, and so did the games ; 
for there were none afterwards. 
The sacrifice of this man had done 
it. It is by the sacrifice of men 
that good is done. As it has been 
well said, "The seed of liberty will 
not bear fruit until it dies; but 
when it dies then comes the har
vest." 
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DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

GOLD DUST. 

Every word of God is precious. 
:>.fan, finito man, would scan the infinite. 
Our passions never should ha,e masterdom. 
If you want to do, BE ! 
We do decide when we delay deciding. 
To delay to do right is to decide to do wrong. 
Never be entirely idle. , 
Kvery Christian possesses some infl.uonco for good. 
Faith hath bridged many a chasm, 
Without Faith where i8 Hope? 
Faith builds upon a rock, which is Christ. 
Out of Faith springs Hope. 
Out of Jl'aith springs a blessed Immortality. 
Christ with bread and water is wealth. 
IIea,en is but to love in peace. 
Solitude is the audience-chamber of God.. 
Christ's work is the glory and perfume of heaven. 
Xothing fa superficial to a keen observer. 
It is in trifles that the mind betrays itself. 
Continual well-doing brings heaven nigh. 
Do common things extraordinarily well. 
Di!igence bringeth itR own reward. 
Lot Calvary be the Tyburn of your sins. 

~enominatfomtl .'.Nntclligtntt. 

T. W. MEDHURST. . 

CIIA~GES I~ THE PASTORATE. the pastorate of the church at Lle.n
gynider, Breconshire. 

REv. W1LLIA)1BASTER, of the Pastors' 
College, London, has accepted the in
vitation to the pastorate of the church, 
Surbiton-h\11, Surrey. 

Rev. W. Satchwell has resigned the 
~astorate of the Wylo Cop Church, 
~hrewsbury, and accepted an invita
tion to the Grange-road Church, J arrow
on-Tyno. 
d Rov. H. w· cbstor, of 1\Iills-hill, Chad
:perton, has accepted. the pastorate of 

al'k-road Church, Royton. 
II Rev. Wm. James, of the College, 

averfordwest, has received a call to 

Rev. Samuel Davis, of Bristol, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church at V.'hitchurch, Rants. 

Rev. W. Hillier, Mus. Dr., has re
signed his charge of the church at 
Bridgmonnt, Beds, and accepted the 
oversight of the church at Princes Ris
borough. 

Rev. George Durno, M.A., who has 
just finished his studies in connection 
with the Baptist Union of Scotland, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church in Arbroath. 

Rev. John Cole has resigned the-
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pastorate at Burnham, and accepted a 
call to the church at Providence Chapel, 
Cosley, near Wolverhampton. 

Rev. C. B. Berry, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted a call to the 
church at Cullingworth, near Bingley, 
Yorkshire. 

Rov. W. Hood, of Hnnton-bridge, 
Herts, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastora.te of tho Baptist Chnrch, 
Rickmansworth. 

Rev. H. V. Hobbs, of the Bristol 
College, has accepted a cordial invita
tion to the pastorato of the church at 
Groat Missenden, Bncks. 

Rev. Jervis Coats, l\I.A., of Govan, 
has received a call to the pastorate 
Gf North Frederick-street Church, 
Glasgow. 

Rev. J. Green, of Hebden-bridge, has 
accepted the pastorate of the church at 
Sandhurst, Kent. 

Rev. Henry 0. l\Iackey, of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted the vory unani
mous invitation of the church worship
ping in Portland Chapel, Southampton. 

Rev. R. C. Page, of Nelson, Ponty
pool, has accepted an invitation to the 
church at Crane-street, Pontypool. 

Rev. W. Jeffery, of Westbury, Wilts, 
has accepted the pastorate of the church 
at New Bexley, Kont. 

Rev. James Brown has relinquishod 
the oversight of the Nuneaton Church 
and the Tamworth Church; and each 
of these churches has presented him 
with a parting testimonial on his 
leaving for the pastorate of the church 
at Clayton, near Bradford. 

Rev. E. Medley, B.A., of John-street 
Chapel, London, has accepted the pas
torate of the church in Derby-road, 
Nottingham. 

Rev. George Howe, of Countesthorpe, 
Leicestershire, has accepted a call to 
the church at Newbury. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

SHREWSBURY. - Rev. R. Shindler, 
who has recently resigned the pastorato 
<Jf the church at Shrewsbury, and ac
cepted an invitation to that at Kington, 
Herefordshire, was presented by the 
friends at the former place, with a 
valuable gift of books. 

At the annual meeting of the Sunday
school, Middleton Cheney, Northamp
tonshire, Rev. J. Dodwell was presented 
with a purse containing eleven guineas, 
as an expression of attachment to him
self and :!\Irs. Dodwell, on the part of 
the church and congregation. 

Rev. J. Mitchell Cox, pastor of St. 
Peter's-park Chapel, Harrow-road, has 
been presented, on his fourth anni
versary, with a pulpit Bible, and a purse 
of gold. 
. ISLEHAM, HIGH-STREET.-The pastor 
of this church, Rev. W. E. Davies, has 
been presented, by a few friends, with 
a beautiful auricapnic lamp, and other 
useful things. Also a very acceptable 
present from the newly formed branch 
cansc at the I!'en. This little cause has 
long been in a dilapidated condition. 
Mr. Davies has organized a church 
here, and there are very fair prospects 
of success. The branch numbers some 
dozen members. 

NEW BARNET.-Rev. J. Dnnlop has 
received a beautiful address, and a 
handsome pnrse of soverejgns, on the 
occasion of his leaving Barnet; his 
ministerial brethren also ))resented him 
with a number of valuable books, and 
a letter of commendation written in 
golden characters. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

REV. J. W. ASHWORTH, late of Glas
gow, has been publicly recognised as 
pastor oi Sion Chapel, Bradford. The 
.former pastor, Rev. J. P. Chown, 
preached a.nd presided at the public 
meeting, which was addressed by Revs. 
S. G. Groen, D.D., A. M. Stalker, R. P. 
Macnastor, J. Dann, and others. 

Rev. J. R. Chamberlain has been 
publicly recognised as pastor of George
strcot Chapel, Ryde, Isle of Wight. 
Rev. F. Trestrail presided, and speeches 
were delivered by Revs. J. Short, B.A., 
T. W .. Medhnrst, J. Harrison, and 
others. 

Rev. T. L. Edwards, of the Pastors' 
College, has boon recognised as pastor 
of the church lately formeq at Wynne
road, Brixton. Rev. B. 0. Etheridge 
presided, Mr. Rogers delivered tha 



DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE, 51 

charge to the pastor, Mr. Gracey ad
dreeeed the church. Rev. S. Eldridge, 
as the oldest minister in the district, 
gave the young pastor a hearty wel
come. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

p A'ITISHALL, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
The chapel and minister's house has 
been repaired and renovated at a cost 
of £78. Reopening services were held, 
in which the Revs. D. Russell, W.Payne, 
D. Mace, pastor, and Messrs. Barnes 
and Linnet took part. 

At Putney, about three years since, 
a mission work was started by the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle Country Mis
sion. Tho h"ll in which the meetings 
have been held is now too small, "nd 
an effort is being made to erect a more 
suitable building. A piece of ground 
has been secured near to the High
street, on the rear of which a hall is to 
be erected, to be used as a temporary 
chapel, leaving room iu front for a per
manent building. To further this object 
a tea and public meeting was held on 
November 2 in the schoolroom of Union 
Church, kindly Iont for the occasion. 
Rev. V. J. Charlesworth presided. 
£150 has been collected, and about 
£650 more will be required. 

A church was formed· at Kirkdale, 
Liverpool, on the 20th of October, of 
which Mr. Walter Bathgate, one of the 
deacons of Richmond Chapel, Everton, 
and a master of the Liverpool College, 
has been elected pastor. Mr. Bathgate, 
along with a few earnest workers from 
Richmond Chapel, began the work at 
1Grkdale two years ago. It is proposed 
to erect a chapel: a sum of £250 has been 
raised towards this end. 

BAYsw ATER.-A numerously-attended 
!lleetiug in connection with the reopen
mg of Cornwall-road Chapel was held 
on Wednesday evening, 3rd of Novem
ber, when the Rev. R. H. Roberts, the 
tastor, presided. Addresses wcro dc
Bv~red by the Rovs. Dr. Angus, Clement 

:i,ilhache, W. Brock, and Dr. Man. 
ning. The treasurer having stated that 
: sum of £180 was needed to pay for 
rh? repairs, the whole of that sum was 
aised before the close of the meeting. 

. llIARYPORT.-T½e anniversary ser
vices of the BaptIBt Chapel have just 
been held, with sermons by the Rov. 
T. Lardner, morning and evening. Ou 
Monday evening a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. T. Lardnor. On Wednes
~ay was held the anniversary of open
mg the chapel. A social tea-meeting 
took place, which was attended by a 
large number of persons. In the even
ing a public meeting was held in the 
chapel. The chair was taken by the 
Rev. D. Kirkbride, and addresses wero 
given by the Rev. J. S. Craig, - Cole, 
- Law, :J. Cochrane, and others. On 
Thursday oveniug, the Rev. H. Stowell 
Brown, in connection with these ser
vices, deijvered his lecture on "Pro
gress," contrasting the past and present 
centuries. 

LAKE-ROAD CHAPEL, LANDPOR'r, 
PORTSMOUTII.-The tenth anniversary 
o~ the op:ming of the chapel, and the 
s1scth anmversary of the pastor's settle
ment, were held on Sunday, Oct. 17th; 
T. W. :.IIedhnrst, pastor, preached 
both morning and evening. On Tues
day evening, Oct. 19th, the annual tea
meeting was held in the chapel, when 
seven hundred persons sat down, the 
tea being liberally provided by the 
ladies of the congregation. After tea 

, the chapel choir, under the le!\dership 
of Mr. "\V. E. Green, sung a selection 
from the slave songs of the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers. 

KILLINGROL~IE.-- On the 6th Oct., 
1875, a sermon was preached in the 
Baptist chapel by the Rev, E. Lauder
dale. At four o'clock a substantial tea 
was provided, when a goodly number of 
friends partook of the repast. In the 
evening a large congregation assemJ:,lcd 
to hear addresses from Rev. E. Lauder
dale and other friends. 

Suss·Ex STR.l!lET BAPTIST CrrAPEL, 

BRIGHTON.-Those who are acquainted 
with the writings of the Rev. W. P. 
Balfern will be glad to learn that the 
above- cause is slowly but surely on the 
increase, and that six persons wore 
baptised by our beloved pastor last 
month, and that others are on the way. 
When, at the solicitation of the friends 
some twelve months ago, llfr. Balfern 
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was induced, in foeble health, to take 
the pastorate, the church had been so 
reduced that ihe placo was nearly 
empty, and this fact has given some 
occasion to draw invidious comparison 
between his work and others who havo 
been here at work fifty years. Our 
prayer is that tho Master will give our 
pastor health and spare him to us, and 
we have no doubt as to the result. 

ON Sunday, Dec. 26th, two sermons 
were preached iu the Chapel at Little 
Church-lane, Gainsborough, by Rev. W. 
Anderson, of Epworth, who adminis
tered the ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
after the evening service, and received 
into full membership one member who 
had been recently baptised by Rev. J. 
Jolly, of Boston. On Friday, Dec. 31st, 
a watch-night service was held in the 
same place, when a social tea was pro
vided gratuitously, by W. Wayling, 
senior deacon, "hen upwards of fifty sat 
down. Service commenced at 10.30, 
when an address was given by W. 
Wayling, and several friends engaged 
in prayer. The church at Gains
borough sock the prayers of other 
churches on their behalf. 

The London Baptist Assocfation held 
its tenth annual meeting on Tuesday, 
Jan. 11, at the :Metropolitan Taber
nacle. Rev. J. T. Wigner, president 
for the year, took the chair; the Rev. 
W. Brock read the annual report, which 
stated that during the past ten years the 
number of churches in connection with 
the association had increased from 64 
to 131. The £1,500, which was £500 
in excess of the usual sum raised each 
_year, was now ready to be paid over to 
the trustees of the chnrch at Highgate
hill-road. There was an increase of 
3'0 per cent. upon the subscriptions 
received in the past year. Three chapels 
had been enlarged at an expense of 
£4,500, and £6,000 had been paid off 
debts incurred in building operations. 
This showed that the churches were 
alive and doing. The total member
ship of the churches in communion was 
now 32,351 as aaainst 30,292 last year, 
an increase of° sixteen per church. 
Last yoar the increase was thirteen 
}ler church, and the year before that 

seven and a half por chnrch. Rev. A. 
G. Brown was elected vice-president 
for tho year, and ~Ir. llarvey and JIIr. 
Brock were elected as treasurer and 
secretary respectively. In the evening 
a large nnmbcr of friends partook of 
the communion ol the Lord's Supper. 
Rev. C. H. Spurgoon'gave an adtlress. At 
the ministers' meeting in the morning 
a very thoughtful paper_ was read by 
Rev. W. G. Lewis. 

DEVOXPORT, MomcE-SQUARE.-This 
place of worship, after being closed for 
eight months for repairs, was reopened 
by a series of services, commencing on 
Dec. 5th. On the morning and evening 
of that day the former pastor, Rev. 
John Stock, LL.D., occnpied the pulpit, 
and large congregations assembled to 
hear him. In addition to othor ser
vices, a tea meeting was held in tho 
large hall of the Mechanics' Institute, 
"hen nearly 1,000 persons crowded the 
edifice. After the tea a public meeting 
was held, under the presidency of P. 
Adams, Esq., of Plymouth, supported 
by R. C. Sm-pell, Esq., a former mayor 
of the town, and ministers of various 
denominations. The pastor, Rev. E. 
A. Tydeman, read the financial report, 
which showed the total outlay of £820, 
towards which, in cash and promises, 
had been received £596, leaving a 
balance of £22-i t-0 be raised. The 
chapel, which before its renovation had 
presented a deplorable appearance, is 
now one ol the most commodious and 
pretty. in the town. The net result of 
the various services during the week 
was just over £80. Contributions 
toward the liquidation of the remaining 
debt will be thankfolly roceh-ed by the 
pastor. 

COALVILLE.-The annual members' 
meeting was held on Monday evening, 
Jan. 3rd. Abont 150 partook of tea. 
The reports of the various efforts put 
forth by the church were exceedingly 
encouraging. During the past year 
490 services have been held, £326 has 
been contributed, sixty-four have joinod 
the church. Dnring the present paB• 
torate of three years and a half, 215 
have joined the church. This in ii, 

village is cause for great gra\.itudo. 
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Kl.LIJURN - PARK, LONDON. - The 
eleventh anniversary of the pastorate 
of the Rev. T. Hall, Canterbury-road 
Chapel was celebrated on Wednesday, 
Dec. l;t, Mr. Alfred _Gliddon presided 
at the public meeting, and was sup
ported on the platform by the Revs. J. 
York, J. M. Cox, E. W. Tarbox, Dr. 
Finch, Mr. Joseph Peters (a ~ovoted 
Episcopal friend, who has presided at 
ten successive anniversaries of the 
chapel, and given about £400 towards 
sustaining the work). l\fr. W. W. 
Edwards and Mr. Iddles, two of tho 
deacons, also spoke, Some additional 
interest was given to the meetmg by 
the fact that tl10 pastor celebrates his 
"silver wedding " this month. It is 
also about thirty years aince he com
menced his ministry. During the even
ing a Bible was presented for the pas
tor's use on the platform, and the cash 
collected from the friends constituting 
the audience was also handed over to 
11fr. and Mrs. Hall. It appears that 
twenty-three per~ons have joined the 
church since the last anniversary, and 
£60 has been spent in renovating the 
chapel while £44 has been paid off the 
debt. ' ' 

RmE, HANTS.-The tenth anniver
sary of Park-road Chapel has just boon 
pleasantly celebrated. On the Sunday 
two sermons were preached by the 
pastor, the Rev. J. Harrison, and on 
the Thursday a public tea was provided 
in the school-room, and was followed 
by a public meeting. The Rev. J. 
Harrison presided, and was supported 
by tho Revs. T. Hooke, J.M. Fox, and 
J. Chamberlain. A pleasing feature of 
the meeting was the attendance of Mr. 
Chamberlain, pastor of the neighbouring 
Baptist Church, with all his deacons 
and a large number of the congregation. 
In the eourso of his address the chair
man mentioned, that although there had 
been many difficulties to grapple with, 
the Lord had been with them and 
blessed the work, During the three 
!~ars upwards of fifty persons had 
~oincd their fellowship, and after all 

J~ths, 1·emovals, &c., they had a clear 
~In of a considerable number; and 
a. i°nt a hundred who considered them-
86 Yes c.ommunicants at the Lord's 

Table. The Sunday-school was a very 
important part of the Christian work. 
They start<od the school two years ago, 
and at the end of the first year they 
had seventy-five names upon the book, 
and an average attendance of fifty-five; 
while at the close of the second year 
they had 112 names on the book, and 
an average attendance of eighty-five. 
Durina the three years they had raised 
£520 ° for the expenses, wiping out 
debts, &c., and he was pleased to say 
that everythjng, school, &c., was free 
from debt, excepting, of course, the 
chapel debt. During tho past year 
they had saved £53 for the reduction 
of the chapel debt, and had had £50 
given them for the purchase of a piece 
of freehold land at the back of the
chapol. 

BAPTISMS, 
Abertmery.-Dec. 5, at the English Church,. 

Four; Jan. 9, Two, by LI.Jones. 
Aber:;yc1'an, Mon. (English).-J an. Ii, Six, by 

G. J. Jones. 
A,hford,Kent.-Dec. 27, Six, forthcAsscmbly 

Room Churnh, by E. Roberts. 
A ylsham, N orfolk.-Dec. 30, Five, by J. B· 

Field. 
Bacup,-Jan. 2, at Zion Chapel, Eleven, by 

C. W. Gregory. 
Barmley.-Jan. 2, Seyen, by B. W. Osler.• 
Bath.-Dec. ~. at the Widcomba Chapel, 

Seven, by John Iluntley. 
Boston Lincolnshire.-Dec. 13, One, by J. 

Jolly, fo; the churuh at Gttinsborough, 
B•·adfot·d-011,Avon.-Dec. 26, at Zion Chapel, 

Three, by R. H. Powell. 
Brayford, South Molton.-Jan. 9, One, by 

W. Cuteliffe. 
Bromsgrove.-Dec. 29, Two; Jan. 1, Two, at 

New-road Chapel, by E. T. Scammell. 
Burton, near Bridgewa.ter.-Dec. 26, Three, 

by J. H. Sobey. . 
Cambridge.-Dec. 30, at Zion Chapel, Eight, 

by John P. Campbell. 
Canterbury"-Dec. 22, One, by J. F. Smythe. 
Carmartlum.-Dec. 5, at the Tabernacle' 

Seven, by J. Thomas. 
Carmel (English),-Jan. 9, 12, by T, Jones. 
Cemdes, Anglesea.-Dec. 22, One, by J. W. 

Lewis. 
Chester.-Nov. 28, One, by P. Price. 
Clay Cros.,.-Dec. 30, Three, byW. Williams. 
Ow/Jridge.-Dec. U, Three, by Mr. Thomaa. 
Cul/Q111pfo11,-Dec, 2, Four, by-. Miller. 
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.Dwt-Dec. 1, Eight, by N. Dobson. 
.Deo,mport, Morice-square.-Dec, 2, Two, by 

E. A. TydelllllI1. 
Dowlais.-Dec. 27, One; Jan, ~. Four, at 

Beulah Chapel, by the pastor. 
D"mfries.-Dec. 25, at West-park, One, by 

Wm. Milligan, jun. 
Dunfermline.-Dec. 1, Four, by J. T. Hagan. 
Erwood.-Sept.12, Seven, by G.H.Llewellyn, 

Maesyberllan. 
Evengdob, Radnorshire.-Dec. 19, Six, by T. 

Jennine. 
Exeter.-Dec. H, at Bartholomew-street 

Chapel, Three, by E. S. Neale. 
Eve, Sulfolk.-Dec. 26, Two, by W. W. 

Haines. 
Frtlmouth.-Dec. 22, Three, by W. Fuller 

Gooch. 
Folkest0n6.-Dec. 2G, Six, by W. Sampson. 
GalasMels.-Jan. 9, Two, by 0. Hill 
Garway, Herefordshlre.-Dec. 22, Four, by 

T. Williams. 
Gilfach Gocl,-Nov, 23, Six, by J. Y. Jones. 
Gloclwid.:, Oldham.-Dec. 22, Ten, by Na

thaniel Richards. 
Great Lei_qhs, F.sscx.-Nov. :2, One; Dec. 21, 

One, by R. 0. Sowerby. 
GuerWJey, Che.nnel Islands, St. Martin Parish. 

-Nov. 12, Six; 19, Four. Bethel Chapel, 
Nov.-, Four; Jan.-, Three, by John Le 
Clerc. 

Haverigg Milwm, Cumberland. -Dec. 31, 
One1 by T. Gr-egg, Ha.verigg. 

Helstrm, Cornwall-Dec. 29, Six, by J. C. 
Thompson. 

High Wycombe.-Dec. 26, at tha Union 
Cho.pel, Two, by W. J, Dyer. 

HilflJ!ock, Devon.-Dcc. 26, Two, by E. Scott. 
Hw:k,1al/ Torkard.-Jan. 5, Five, by J. T. 

Almy. 

0
,!~;~nly, Glos. - Dec. 22, Six, lJy w. 
Kilmarnod.:.-Jan. 2, Seven, lJy G. A. Young. 
Leed.<.-Dcc. 29, at Burnley-road Chape~ 

Fifteen, by W, T. Adey. 
Leeds.-Dec. 1, at Wintoun-street Chapel, 

Four, by J. Bell. 
Lewes.-Dec. 19, Three, by W. J. Scott. 
Limpsfeld, Surrey. - Dec. 12, Three; 23, 

Three, by F. M. Cockerton. 
Uvei-pool.-Dec. 26, at Soho-street Chapel, 

Five, by Eli E. Walter. 
Liverpoo!.-Doo. 1, at Myrtle-street Chapei 

Seven, by H. S. Brown. 
Little Tew.-Nov. 28, at Chadlington, Three, 

1Jy J. Argyle. 
_llaniJJJ.oes, near.-Oct.17, at the new Chapel, 

Srx ; Dec, 12, Ten, by .E. T. Davies. 
Lochgel/y.-Dec. 5, One, by one oft.he Elders. 
Lumb, Lancashire.-Nov. 28, Two, by D. 

O,,orge. 

o;,;"J:;,, Park-street.-Sept. 30, Ten, by Mr. 

.Machyml,th.-Jan. 2, Six, by W. Edwards . 
Ma"!lberllan. - June 13, Two ; July 11, 

Three ; Sept. fi, One, by G. H. Llewellyn. 
Nov. 28, Two, by J, L. Evans; Dec. 26, Six, by 
J. Morgan. 

.Malton.-Dec. 29, Seven, by W. Smith. 

.Man,jield.-Dec. 29, Seven, by J. Parks. 
Measkam.-Jari. 2,.Three, by W. Millington. 

Metropolitan Di.strict:-
Acton.-Dee. 19, Five, by Caleb M. Long

hurst. 
Barking.-Dec. 1, Three; Dec. 29, Three, 

by W. J. Tomkins. 
Bromley-by-Bow.-Dec. 1.J at Georg&-street 

Chapel, Eleven, by W. T. Lambourne. 
Burdett-road.-Dec. 30, a.I the East London 

Tabernacle, Twenty, lJy A. G. Brown. 
Clielsea.-Dec. 22, Six, by H. Wardley, 
Clapham Oommvn.-Nov. 28, Eleven, by R. 

Webb. 
Flf::_:_rcial.,-oad.-Dec. 26, Four, by J. 

.Dalston Junction.-Dec. 16, Eleven, by 
Alexander Carson, M.A. 

Hackney-road, E.-Dec. 8, at Providence 
Chapel, Eight; Dec. 29, Nine, by W. Cuff. 

Metropolitoo Tabernacle.-Dec. 20, Eighteen, 
by J. A. Spurgeon; Dee. 30, Fourteen, by 
V. J. Charlesworth. 

New Oross-road.-Dec. 26, at Zion Chapel, 
Six, by J. S ;Anderso,i. 

Peckllam.-Dee. 2, at Park-road Chapel, 
Thirteen; Dec. 30, Seven, by T. Te.m. 

Stoke Newington-road.-Dec. 26, e.t Devon
shire-square Chapel, Four, by W. T. Hen
derson. 

WilitecJwpel.-Dec. 26, at Little Alie-street 
Chapel, Five, lJy C. Masterson. 

lJfiljord, Derbyshire.-Jan. 2, One, by Abra
ham Swe.n. 

Mold, Flint.shire.-J an. 2, Three, by John 
EdwaNls. 

Montacute,-Dec. 29, Two, lJy H. Hardin. 
W ~J~~ndilo, Re.dnor.-Je.n. 9, One, by 

Narberth, Rem.-Dec, 19, Six, by B. Thomas. 
F.1ru:: Glamorganshire.-Jan. 2, Six, lJy A. 

New Bar,wt.-Dec. 26, Three, by J. Dunlop. 
N,v:port, Mon.-Dec. 2, at Stow-hill Chapel, 

Four; by John Douglas. 
Nei,tow,,, Mont.-Je.n. 2, Three, by T. W. 

Thomason. 
Neyland, Pemb.-Jan. 6, Three, by M. H. 

Jones. 
North Gurry, Somerset.-Jan. 2, One, by W. 

Fry. 
Ogrlen, near Rochdale.-Deo. 26, Five, by A. 

E. Greening. 
Old Basford.-Dec. 29, Two, by W. Dyson. 
Oswaldtwutu,-Jan. 2, One, by J. Faylor. 
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o,-tey.-Jan. 2, Four, from Sweeny Moun
tain, by E. D. Wilks. 

Pembrlke Dock.-Jau. 5, e.t BtLSh-street 
Chapel, Two, by Wm. Davies. 

Pole Moor, near Huddersfleld.-Dec. 5, Eight; 
.. fan. 2, Six, by Jo.mes Evans. 

Por-tsmoufh, Landport.-Dec. 1, at Lake-road 
Chapel, Four, by T. W. Medhurst. 

Readitcll.-Dec. 31, Two, by E. Morley. 
Redwick, Mon.-Dec. 5, Two, by - Waters. 
Rochdale.-Dac.31, at EbenezcrChapel, Two, 

by the pastor. 
Sa,.dt,, Pembrokeshire.-Jan. 9, Two, by W. 

Davies. 
Siltin{Jbourne, Kent.-Jan. 2, Three, by A. G. 

Short. 
Sheernw-m<-Sea,. - Dec. 29, Two, by J. R. 

Hadler. 
St. Helen's, Le.ncashire.-Dec. 26, One, by J. 

.Harrison. 
Stockton-on-Tees.-Dec. 5, Eleven j Jan. 21 

'Two, by H .. Moore. 
Stoke-on-'lrent.-Nov. 28, Five, by W. March. 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, N otls.-Dee. 5, Six, by A. 

Crossland. 
Swansea.-Dec. 5, at Mount Zion Chapel, 

Eleven; Jan. 2, Slx, by A. E. Johnson. 
Smansea.--Dee. 29, at York-place Chapel, 

Six, by B. D. J obn, 
Paunton.-Jan. 2, at Silver-street Chapel, 

Twelve, by John Tetley. 
'l'werton, Bath.-Je.n. 2, Seven, by T. C. 

Finch. 

Eci__:~~~' Upton-vale.-Jan. z, Nine, by E. 

T 
Treorkey.-Doc. 5, at the English Church, 
hree, by Daniel Davies. 

•h~fJtlme, Devon.-Jan. 6, Two, by J.Cruick-

.., West Mallinfl, Kent.-Dec, 29, Three, by D. 
L&ylar. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
. REv. ROBERT Cmi:PTON,.of Lyndhnrst, 

~ilued on the 1st of January, after a short 
1 ess and a pastorate of thirty-four 
Years. He is deeply lamented by his 
~hurch and congregation. The funeral 

0ok place on the first Sabbath after
noon in the New Year, the service being 
herformed by his old friend, Rev. J. B. 
f urt, of Beaulieu, who preached a 
e~e:al sermon in the chapel in t;ie 

6 llUlg to a large congregation. 
~tfn Nov. 8th, HENRY FOSTER, deacon 

he church at Great Sampford, Essex, 

departed this life in joyful hope, of 
going to be with his Lord in heaven. 
He had been a member forty years and 
a deacon twenty-five years, during 
which he lived a consistent Christian. 
life, and was much respected. His 
sufferings of body were very great the 
last three weeks, but his mind was ever 
at peace aud rest in Jesus. His la.ta 
pastor, Rev. John Webb, Thaxted, was 
very ill at the same time. The day 
before his dea.th he said, " I wonder 
which will get home first." Mr. Webb 
departed this life very early ou the 
Monday morning, and Henry Foster 
about the middle of the same day. On 
the tollowing Sunday the present pastor 
preached a sermon from Phil. iii. 7, 8, 
chosen by the deceased, to an attentive 
congregation. J. R. 

Lucy ROBINSON was born at Earith, 
Huntingdoushire,on the 16th February, 
1850, and departed this life on July 
17th, 1875, at the early age of twenty
five years and five months. She was 
the youngest child of Nathanael and 
Mary Dring Robinson, both of whom 
were members of the Baptist Church, 
Bluntisham, Hunts. She was but a 
child when her father died. Seven 
years ago she sought and found thEI 
Saviour. On April 4th, 1869, she waa 
received into the church at BI untisham, 
and baptised on the 30thof June in the 
same year, and very soon became one 
of the most active and zealous of its 
members. None were more frequently 
at the public services on the Lord's 
Day, and also on tho week evening, 
though she had to obtain a livelihood 
for herself and help to support her 
mother by a diligent attention to 
business. Of her it may truly be 
said, " she was diligent. in busi
ness, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord." From her diary we learn that 
she was fond of secret prayer, and 
daily kept watch over her own heart. 
Early in 1875 she was taken suddenly 
ill. It soon became manifest that she 
was in a state of rapid consumption. 
For nearly six months she was confined 
to her bed, but was never known to 
murmur. She passed away without a 
sigh or a groan into the world of light 
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and bliss, into the glorified presence of 
her dearly beloved Saviour. On Sunday 
evening, July 25th, her pastor, Rev. F. 
W.Goadly, M.A.,solemnlyandearnestly 
impreved her death from words chosen 
by herself : "I know in whom I have 
believed." "Would you not like the 
whole verse?" asked the friend to 
whom she gave these words. "No," 

was the emphatic reply, '' I know in 
whom I have believed, and that is 
enough." A brief sketch of her life, 
with extracts from her diary, have been 
published by her brother; the Rev. 
Josiah Robinson, Great Sampford, Brain
tree, Essex, of whom they may be had 
post free at one shilUng and sixpence 
per dozen for distribution. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, 

PBESIDENT-0, H, SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts from Decemuer li,th, 1875, to January 19th, 18 76. 

Mr. E. Patchett ..• 
The Misses Dra.Ill3fleld 
Charlotte Ware ..• 
United Christian Bro-

'6 t d:i I Miss Withall 
2 2 0 Mr. Crate ..• 
0 10 0 llfr. J. Trickett ... 

thers Benefit Society 
Mr. W. Booth ..• 
II. E. ........... . 
Mrs. Balls ........• 
Matt. xxv. 40 •.. 
Mr. A. Stewart... . .• 
A Friend, per Mr. 

2 12 
I O 
2 0 
0 l 
l 0 
0 3 

Miss Ed wards ..• 
7 Mr. W. Pedley ..• 
0 Miss Leathers ... 
0 l1rs. Huggett . . . . .. 
0 Two Sisters, Wimblc-
0 don... . .. 
0 Mr. W. Cremer ...... 

Mr. P. Earmont •.. 
Stewart ..•...... 0 3 0 ; Mr. W. Ewing •.. • .. 

Legacy, late Mr. H. 
P. Olney ..• ••• • •. 100 0 

Mr. J. Johnstone l o 
Mr. J. Urquhart 0 5 
Mr. W. Tucknott l O 
Mr. Gardner ... 1 10 
Ebenezer .. • • .• 0 2 
T.C.L. ••• •.• 1 l 
Mr. J.P. Marsh 1 0 
D.E. G. ... ... 0 2 
Mr. W. A. Macfle ... 5 0 
F.andM.Woodho.ms O 
Rev. H. Neviandt ... 0 4 
Ji. E. ... ... ... ... 0 12 
Mrs. Goslin ... •.. 1 O 
A Friend, per Rev. J. 

Green ...... 
Mr. Rutherford ••• 
Mr. Spriggs ••• 
Miss Jephs ...••• 
Mr. J. Thomas ..•... 
Mr. J. L. Thompson .•• 
A Widow's Mite ... 
Mr. W. T, Wiseman 
Mrs. Spencer ..• . .. 
S. Walton and Friend 

1 0 
O 10 
0 i) 

1 0 
2 10 
0 5 
0 10 
5 0 
0 10 
0 /j 

Mrs. C. Robertson ••• 
o Ilev. J. W. Thomas ..• 
O Mrs. Tinstall ... . .. 
0 Mr. N. Read, per Mr. 
0 Court ., .•••... 
o Mrs. Hinton •. . • .. 
6 Mr. Chessher .•• .. . 
0 Mrs. R. Scott ... . .. 
0 Miss Janet Martian ..• 
6 Mrs. Dix ••••••••• 
0 Sermon R-caders1 per 
0 Mr. T. R. Morris •.• 
0 Mr. E. King ... • .. 
0 Mr.J.B.Denholm· ••• 
0 W. T. Birmingham ... 

Mr. H. Osmond... . .. 
O Sarah ..........•• 
0 Mrs. Cmwlorrl ••• . .. 
0 Mr. E. Weeks ... . .. 
0 Mr.A.G.Berryman ... 
0 Mr. C. Allard •.. • .• 
0 C.S.F. . ....... . 
0 Mr. A. Ashworth ..• 
0 Mr. E. Coulson... . .• 
0 A Sister, Bankhead ... 
o A Brother 

£ s. d. 
0 5 0 
0 II 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
2 2 0 

£ I. d. 
An Aged Sister 0 2 6 
Mr. Bowker's Bible 

Class ......... IS O 0 
Mr. R. Boulton... 1 O O 
Mr. R. Hawkins O 5 () 

0 IZ 
I Ii 

0 10 
5 0 
0 10 
I 0 
0 1,5 
1 0 
0 10 

2 0 
0 10 
0 .5 
1 0 
3 0 
5 0 

1 0 
0 15 
0 5 
0 ;; 
3 0 
0 10 
1 0 
2 2 
0 10 
1 1 
0 5 
0 5 
5 0 
0 2 
0 1 

0 
0 

Mrs. McNeilage 1 10 O 
Mr. J. U. Hall ... ..• 1 1 0 
A Young Member of 

0 Church .. . 0 10 0 
0 Mr. J. Turner 1 O O 
0 Mrs. Lewis 1 I 0 
0 Miss Fairly... 1 0 0 
O Mr. T. Hill... 5 Ii 0 
O Mr.JohnBall .••... 1 0 O 
0 A Friend, per Rev, 

G. Rogers •.• • •• 20 0 O 
O Mr. J. Brewer ... ... 5 /"i O 
0 Mr. Searle . . . .. . ... 1 o O 
0 Mr. E.W. Davis •.. 5 O O 
O R. W.M .......... 1 0 0 
0 A Sermon Reader, 
0 perRev.H.Ficteher O 10 0 

Miss Fosbury ... ... 0 12 11 
0 Miss Hitchings... •.• I 16 10 
0 Collection at Olay 
o Cross, per Rev. W. 
0 Williams •.• •. • 2 12 0 
0 Weekly Offering!l at 
0 Metropolitan Ta-
o bernacle:-Dec. 19 34 19 O 
0 ,,2610(100 
0 Jan. 2 5i> 0 0 
0 9 32 2 3 
0 ,, 16 34 19 0 
0 
0 
6 
0 

Subscriptions will be thankfully rece~ved by C.H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabern&cle. 
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MORE ROOM FOR MORE PEOPLE.* 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TAJIERNACLE, BY C, H. SPURGEON. 

"It is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room."-LcKE xiv. 22. 

How delightful it is to observe that the wrath of man becomes tributary 
to the glory of God. See an illustration in the parable of the marriage 
supper. Those persons who we1·e first bidden would not come •. In order 
to do the good man of the house a despite they <leclined his invitation; 
they refused to grace his board, Instea,;l of causing his honour to be 
tarnished, they were, against their own will, the means of increasing his 
reputation. Had they come it would only have been said that he made 
a great feast for his good friends. .As they did not avail them~elves of 
his hospitality, he brought in the beggars from the streets, and swept the 
hedges and the byways to find out the poorest of the poor, to all of whom 
he gave a hearty welcome. So it became the common talk all over the 
land, and tens of thousands extolled the generosity of the host who had 
given such a sumptuous banquet to such strange guests. Let not the 
haughty, the arrogant, or the scornful of the children of men imagine that 
their paltry conceit can thwart God's covenant purpose or bring- discredit 
on the riches of His mercy. Oh, sinner, if you reject a Saviour it shall be 
your own loss, not His. If you live and die without faith in Christ, upon 
your own head .the fearful recompense will fall. When the self-righteous 
reject Him, it only causes Jesus to ~ay, "I came not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance." When the rich men and the rulers refuse the 
Gospel, then "the poor have the Gospel preached to them." When the 
wise and prudent put it. aside, then _it is graciously revealed unto babes. 
Thus God is glorified, though the temper of men be never so turbulent, 
Let us, my brethren, always be patient of heart when we see the rage of 
men aroused against the Gospel of Christ. They can do it no hurt. His 
purpose shall stand ; He will do all His pleasure. The bit is in their 
mouths; the hook is in their nostrils. Let them roar as they may, they 
cannot resist the force by which tl;tey are driven as chaff before the wind, 
He will surely perform His work, aud His name shall be glorious. 

Not less delightful is it; to observe how the anger of God, instead of 
venting itself in rashness, vindicates His goodness. In reading the parable 
to you just now I noticed to you that because the man who made the 
feast was angry, he said: "Go out quickly into the highways and hedges, 
and bring in the blind, and the halt, and the lame to the supper." So 
kindly disposed was he that his very anger impelled him to an extra
ordinary deed of grace. The Lord was angry with the Jews, and His 
.Apostles turned to the Gentiles, The natural branches of the olive were 
put away in His wrath ; but what then 1 Why, He took us who were of 
the wild olive, and grafted us in who were heretofore wild and alien, so 
that even His anger towards Israel hath turned to the benefit of the 

* Thie Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting ·and trnnflla.ting is reseryed. 
No, 20S, NEw SERIES, 
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Gentiles, and we get reconciliation out of their rejection. May we not 
regard this as a rule of His government 1 When a congregation hears 
the Word and tramples it under foot, what marvel if God takes the 
candlestick out of the place in His anger ? But does He break the candle
stick? Nay, He moves it to another place. Others get the benefit of the 
light which those despised who had it aforetime. Great God of wonders, 
we bless Thee that even when Thine anger burns Thy mercy brightly 
shines, .Amidst the thunder and the storm soft showers are rained in 
silver drops to make glad the earth. 

Our text tells us that the servant said : "It is done as thou hast com
manded, and yet there is room." 

I think I see here a satisfactory announcement-" It is done as thou 
hast commanded ;" a remarkable statement-" yet there is room ;" and 
an implied consummation-that the room will eventually be filled. 

I. First, then, a desiraMe announcement. 
He said: "It is done as thou hast commanded." Those that serve God 

best have generally the least to say about it. When I hear people boast 
of their religious attainments, I am apt seriously to suspect their deficiencies. 
A boastful Christian I knew something of, when talking to an earnest 
man met with very curt replies. ".And pray," said the one, "have not 
you any grace 1" "Yes," said the other, "but I never had any to boast 
of." Disciples who are fullest of grace will be slowest to vaunt. Humility 
befits a servant, "H is done," sounds better than "I have done as thou 
hast commanded." In like manner the man who gained five pounds in 
one of the parables did not come and say, "Lord, I have gained five 
pounds ;" but he said, " Thy pound hath gained five pounds." That was 
the more delicate way to put it; not aa an affectation of- speech, but with 
a becoming modesty. So, too, with the Church of God, when she has 
done as Christ commands her, she will always feel desirous to wait upon 
Him as a humble servant, accounting this no more than her duty. Besides, 
the declaration appears to have been made in a waiting attitude, with an 
expectancy of having something more to do. "It is done as thou hast 
commanded, and yet there is room," so that the servant seems to stand 
ready to do something more to fill the vacant places at the feast,, And 
thus we ought always to stand as Christians when we have done our best 
-waiting for fresh directions, never saying, "I have done enough, and 
now I can retire from service." Rather let God be thanked for what we 
have been enabled to do, but strengthened and encouraged by success let 
us resolve to do more and entreat Him to show us what still remains to 
be done, and what more we can have the pleasure of doing. "Oh, my 
Lord, I have grown grey in Thy service ; fulfil to me Thy promise, 'Thou 
shalt bring forth fruit in old age to show that the Lord is upright.' Do 
not put me away from Thy loved employ. Honour me with some other 
task. Delight my willing soul with some fresh command. Bid me do 
or suffer Thy will, but pass me uot by, leave me not to be a laggard 
unhononred and uninterested in fulfilling my Lo1·d's behests." So let the 
Church of God always feel that she has never come to the place where she 
can say, "Rest and be thankful." "Higher, higher, higher, higher," 
must still be her motto. If her missions have conquered one continent 
they must invade another. If half the world had been converted, there 
would be no rest to us till the other half were converted likewise, "It 
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is don·e as Thou hast commanded, a.nd yet there is room-room for more 
work, because there is room for more guests a.t Thy feast." 

Did I not say that this was a desirable announcement 1 I am afraid 
these servants said what we should some of us hesitate to affirm. "It is 
done as thou hast commanded." Alas ! how few churches could say this ! 
And where the church might collectively affirm it, many membera of the 
church must shrink from professing individually to have done as the host 
commanded. For what was that thy Lord enjoined 1 "Go out quickly." 
How little there has been of going out after sinners. We have been 
-content to preach to those that came to hear us. Of course if the people 
will come to hear us in such numbers and throng this Tabernacle so con
stantly, we have no reason to go away from them. But, alas, there are 
places of worship which I could indicate without difficulty that are not 
tilled, that never were filled, that never will be filled, where there are, 
probably, as many spiders as there are persons under ordinary circum
stances,-where there are certainly more pews than sitters; and yet it 
does not seem to have ever occurred to the preacher that he should go out 
after the people. Small congregations wjll continue to worship in places 
not one fourth occupied, when they might go across to the theatre or the 
music-hall, or to some other large building into which the people might 
come, and where they might be met with. It would be a strange thing 
for the supply of fish, if our fishermen only sat at the window and caught , 
what came beneath it, but never went forth to sea after the fish. There 
would be little game, I warrant you, upon his lordship's fable, if he sat at 
the drawing-room window to shoot only that which came there to be shot. 
For it does not come that way. The moors must be trodden, and the 
covers must be beaten. So if we are to have many sinners saved we must 
go out of our own quiet haunts and go forth into frequented places. We 
must preach in the street, or at the market-place, or on the village green. 
We must take the 'iVord to the people, if they will not come to the 'iVord. 
"Go out, go out," says the Saviour. This is a word that should ring 
loudly in the ears of many Christians. You have heard almost sermons 
enough : go out and teach yourself. While you have been eating the fat 
.and drinking the sweet, multitudes are perishing for lack of the heavenly 
bread. Go out and break it to them. Oh, that there might come a holy 
impulse upon many here present to begin some good work for Christ ! 
Break up some soil hitherto uncultivated; make an irruption and an 
inva8ion into Satan's territory. There is no land that yields so well as that 
which is newly broken up. The virgin soil that has long been given up to 
the forest, the brier and the thorn,-let but the plougl.t go through thi~, 
and there shall be sevenfold harvests. No preaching is half so successful 
as that which carries the Gospel to the dissolute classes-those that never 
have been hardened by hearing and rejecting the tidings of ~ercy-those 
who, albeit they may have their faces stained with immorality, certainly 
have not any affectation in their mien. To these it comes like a new 
thing; it strikes them as sweet music; and, hearing the joyful sound, 
they full often turn to God and live. To this day is it true, as our Saviour 
said in His day, that publicans and harlots enter into the kingdom of 
heaven before Pharisees. This is a sphere of labour that remunerates the 
labourer, The lowest of the low, when hearing the Word, often acc6pt 
what the so~called respectable despise. Go out, therefore, 
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Know this, likewise, that the matter is urgent, for the master 11aid " Go 
out quickly." Here, again, I am afraid we cannot say we have done this. 
"Go out quickly;" go out in haste; ~o out with the utmost speed; go 
out as one that runs on an errand, anxious to fulfil his mission ; go out, 
not listlessly as if you had to wait for an opportunity. but eagerly, 
knowing that this is the opportune time. Hurry yourself to have it done 
at once. Go out quickly. The world" goes by steam nowadays, while the 
Church jogs on by the broad-wheeled wagon still. I know some churches 
that crawl like a snail upon a small leaf, making much ado to accomplish 
nothing. If half a dozen converts are added in twelve months they think 
it is rather too many to be safe, and they are half afraid that they cannot 
be all genuine Christians. They would fain " summer them and winter 
them," as they say, and try them in half a dozen modes. In fact, it seems 
to them as if God never sent a new-born convert into their Church except 
for them to worry it-not for them to accept it as a benison from heaven, 
and to train it, and nurse it,-but to worry it. This will never do. We 
are to look after something more rapid than the progress which these 
churches will ever•make. Go out quickZ11. Men are dying. There is no 
time for us to .be quibbling among ourselves. It behoves us to show our 
zeal rather than waste our energ1es. Men are perishing. We must preach 
the Gospel to them now ; tell them that it is "now or never" with some 
of them ; make known to them a present Saviour, and cry to them, "If 
God be God, serve Him; if Baal be God, serve him. How long halt ye 
between two opinions 1 For the Holy Ghost saith, To-day, if ye will hear 
His voice." There wants to be promptness, quickness, speed, avidity, 
eagerness after souls, in the preachers of the Gospel. "Go out quickly." 

And have we not failed again in another point 1 "Go out quickly into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the blind and the halt and 
the maimed, and compel them to come in." There are certain missions now 
established for which we have reason greatly to bless God. There are 
works going on in London which are the glory of Christendom. God 
speed them all ! Such beloved friends as Miss Macpherson, Dr. Bernardo, 
our brother Horsman, and many others, deserve our love and esteem, for 

· they have given themselves up to work among the poorest of the poor and 
the lowest of the low, bearing a great deal which some of us might shrink 
from, rejoicing to show their diligence among a people much neglected, 
and reaping a good harvest of comfort to themselves in the salvation of 
souls. But, dear friends, where there is one of such works there ought to 
be fifty; and with this population of London, verging now upon four 
millions, when we have added all these works of faith and labours of love 
together we might well say of them : "What are they among so many 1" 
May God touch many of your hearts, my brethren and sisters, and make 
you feel the soft touch of sympathy for the perishing while you hear the 
Master's words spoken to you! "Go out yourselves quickly, and lay hold 
on the blind and the halt and the maimed, and bring them in to the 
supper." Ay, bring them to Jesus. You cannot do it of yourself, but 
His Spirit dwells in you. Do not forget that. You are not an ordinary 
man; you are not an ordinary woman. "Know ye not that your bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghost 1" God dwelleth in you, and with 
a God in you what can you not do? Have bnt faith in the indwelling 
Deity, and attempt difficulties ; nay, attempt what some think impossi-
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bilities ; and you shall find that with God all things are possible. Weak 
as you are, yet through His iitrength you all things shall perform, I pray 
God for this _ church, that she may not be found guilty at the coming of 
Christ of not having gone out after the poor. Do encourage them to come 
to this house at all times, whenever you can. I do not know where we 
are to put any more ; but there is Thursday evening, and there is Monday 
evening, and there is room then. Oh, bring in whomsoever you can, for 
perhaps when the Gospel is preached, God may bless it to them. Let us 
not bB" deti.cient in this. 

II. In the second place we proposed to draw your at-tention to a. rem,arlc
aUe statement. They had fished up all the poor people in the city, and 
they had brought in the-four characters-the poor, the maimed, the lame, 
and the blind-and after that it was alleged,•· Yet there is room." 

Well, well, that is a very encouraging piece of information for ungodly 
people here. For those that have not come to Jesus this is welcome infor
mation-" Yet there is room." Now, we know there is room for sinners 
still, from several considerations. 

We may infer it, to begin with, from the doctrine of election. God has 
chosen unto Himself a people. We are told that their number is amunber 
that no man can number. Well now, those who are saved are not so very 
many yet. They are a great many more than some bigots would like to 
believe, but they are a great many fewer than some enthusiasts would 
imagine. I am sure God has not saved enough yet to accomplish the 
number that He has proposed to save, by a very long way. It is my own 
belief, as it is my earnest hope, that in all things Christ will have the pre
eminence. As in other things, so also in this, He will have more souls 
than Satan, that He may have the pre-eminence over the old serpent. It 
does not look to me likely that there should be at the last more lost than 
saved. We cannot answer the question to a certainty, but surely the 
Lord's mercy will triumph over human sin, and God will get -to Himself 
the victory. A good divine used to say that he hoped and thought that, 
at the last, there would be no more persons lost, in proportion, than there 
might be found of persons in prison, in any well ordered state, in propor
tion to the number of those who were citizens at large. I only trust it may 
be so. But the lines of God's election do not encompass a mere handful. 
There is a great and vast number chosen by Him, and there is no such 
great and vast numb11r gathered in yet. Therefore we are persuaded that 
yet there is room. 

Next, the efficacy of the atonement leads us to believe this. The atone
ment that Christ offered on the cross was no small matter. It was the 
sacrifice of Himself as an infinite being-as God and as man ; and I dare 
set no limit to it in its efficacy, itself considered. The death of so august 
a Personage, in circumstances of such dishonour, amid agonies so incon
ceivable, must have about it an amount of virtue utterly beyond all 
reckoning. Jesus Christ is to see of the travail of His soul and to be 
satisfied; and the travail of His soul does not mean the few Christian 
people that are now in the world or have been ; and His satisfaction will 
not be consummated by the few millions that have hitherto been saved. 
Why, it does not satisfy us ; yet our hearts are narrow compared with 
His. He will not be satisfied unless myriads are His. The jewels of His 
crown must be countless as the stars of heaven by night, and as the sands 
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upon the sea-shore by day. By that bottomleSB, fathomless, summitleslf 
atonement, I do believe that yet there is and must be room. 

" Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed Church of Goel 
Be saved to sin no more." 

The end bas not been reached. The virtue of the blood has not been 
stayed. The ransomed Church bas not been all gathered in. So yet 
there is room. 

Again, when I consider the greatness of the adorable Persons who 
entered into covenant to devise the wondrous plan and aceomplish the 
mighty work of salvation, I feel persuaded that yet there is room. Who 
is it that saves me 1 It is God that made heaven and earth. He devised 
tb_e magnificent purpose according to the good counsel of His will. Think 
you that the Architect of yonder heavens has designed a little Church for 
the display of His glory 1 Think you that He who spread the stars 
abroad in all their countless hosts to adorn His universe has limited the 
number, with causeless thrift, of brilliant diadems who shall celebrate 
the everlasting song of His praise 1 We think not so. It was Jesus who 
wrought salvation; and thinkest thou that such a Saviour, of such un
rivalled dignity, came to effect a petty salvation for a petty few whom you 
might count upon your fingers 1 Incredible! Impossible ! God forbid! 
And what shall I say of the Holy Spirit, whose majesty awes us, whose 
mystery baffles us, whose mercy enlivens us-the Spirit of God who works 
in us that salvation which the Christ of God has worked for us-think ye 
that He has come to dwell on earth with any small or insignificant intent? 
What small sect will contribute to His satisfaction 7 Nay, glory be to 
His name, He brought three thousand in on the Pentecostal day, and He 
will cause nations to be born in a day yet, and the Church shall cry, 
" Who bath begotten me these 7 These-whence ceme they 1" If I go 
to Gethsemane and see the bloody sweat, I expect a wondrous harvest 
from that matchless sowing. If I stand on Calvary and mark the flowing 
wounds, I expect a marvellous reward for those tremendous griefs. If we 
are not to be pitifully disappointed there must be something greater than 
the world has ever seen yet in reserve. The history of Christendom is 
far more grand 'than any chapter that has yet been written. There is 
room ; there must be room at the feast of mercy-much room iftill to be 
occupied. It is not half filled yet. Scant at present is the array of guests 
compared with the complement of those who must needs be brought in. 

"Yet there is room.'' With a mysterious spiritual consciousness, with 
an eager sympathetic anxiety, the Church feels and knows that there is 
room. The individual yearnings of our Lord's disciples attest it. Do 
I not myself daily feel as if there were room; places that want peopling, 
as well as people that wanted placing at the feast. Brethren, our churches 
prove that the fresh converts introduced into their fellowship are like 
fresh blood poured into their veins. A church cannot long be happy and 
healthy without recruiting, renewing, reviving, and we are always wanting 
fresh workers with the dew of the morning upon their souls. We are 
want.fog preachers powerfully impressed with their own call to proclaim 
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the Gospel. Many pulpits want them! We need evangelists; men who 
have just welcomed the news, the good news, the heavenly tidings, and 
hasten to tell it at the corners of the streets, to the passengers along our 
thoroughfares. Lovers of souls ; seekers of souls ; oh, how mueh we 
require them! Many a Sunday-school wants teachers. Many a Ragged
school wants self-denying assistants. Everywhere there is a want-a real 
want-for more helpers in the church, for more labourers in the harvest. 
So there must be room to store the fruits they want to reap. As the 
benches of the feast seem to groan for guests, so does the Church long 
after fresh accessions to her community. Were you here sometimes at the 
Monday night prayer-meeting, you would feel th_ere was room. Some of 
our brethren pray as if they had room in their hearts for hundreds and 
thousands that m?lt be reclaimed. When the church gets into the spirit 
of prayer, her cries and groans give proof of secret tears and private 
wrestlings. Her earnest members, by the instrmt entreaties made to God, 
prove that the church feels that the guest chamber is not yet full. Her 
tent is not filled with children; she is crying ·out, like Rachel of old, 
"Give me children, or I die." She wants to see her converts multiplied ; 
she longs to stretch forth the curtains of her habitations. Th'ere is, there 
must be room. Judging by my own experience, I should say tha.t the 
minister can generally feel when God is saving the souls of his hearers. 
The efforts and anxieties of his labour are accompanied with such pangs 
and throes within his own soul that he is well content with the pain and 
travail for the joy he has in prospect. When last week I had some con
versation with thEl candidates for church fellowship my heart r~joiced, as 
I found out how many of you had lately found the Saviour. After being 
half dubious whether a blessing had attended the sermons I recently 
preached, as I listened to the stories of conversion that so many told me, it 
made my heart to leap for joy. The fact was no tidings had come to me 
-Of the expectations I had fostered. There is an interval between the 
sowing time and the reaping time. But I am encouraged. No doubt 
there are more of you coming. All but decided now, you will be alto• 
gether decided soon. God is at work with you ; He means to bring you 
in, that His grace may have honour. Well, those desires and prayers, 
those longings and hopings, those wishes and expectations of the church 
all show that she does not feel thorough satisfaction with present results, 
and certainly she feels no misgiving as to the accommodation ready for all 
comers. "Yet there is room." Yes, God be praised, there is. That 
mother says, "Ah, that my child were brought in ! " Blessed be God, 
there is room for him. And the father says, "Oh, that my sons were 
saved." Well, there is room for them. '.l'here have been thousands who 
have gone to heaven of late, but yet there is room. There are tho)lsands 
that have come to Christ of late, but yet there is room. Prophets, 
apostles, martyrs, confessors, saints, have gone into glory, but yet there is 
room. In this church hundreds have pressed in to know the Lord, but 
yet there is room. There is room ; there is room yet ; and there is room 
for you. Blessed be God for that. Oh, that you may occupy that room ! 

III. My third point is this-that there is implied in the text a most 
-blessed consummation, that the room will be filled. 

It is an old saying of the natural philosopher that nature abhors a 
vacuum. It is true, I doubt not. But here is another axiom: Grace 
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abhors a vacuum. The good man of the house could not bear to ~e · 
a vacant-seat at hia table. All things were ready, but there were emp~y 
places ; and he did not like it. The glory of the feast is to be -found not 
merely in the proviRions, but in the guests ; so he must have the chairs 
oceupied as well as the table covered. With reverence be it said,-the 
glory of Christ lie~ not only in His sacrifice, but in the sinners that that 
sacrifice saves. A king is no king who has not any subjects. A head ·is 
no head if it has not any body. And so Jesus Christ would be a King 
without subjects if there were none saved. He would be a Head without 
members, and that is a ghastly thought. He mullt have a people ; and, 
what is more, He must have all His people. In our natural bodies, if but 
a little finger be missing the body is not perfect. So also in Christ if all 
His members are not saved, there would not be a.l'erfect Christ. The 
Apostle tells us that the Church is the fulness of Christ. Hence if a part 
of the Church were lost, a part of Christ's fulness would be lost. Therefore 
He must cause alI to comA in the, unity of the faith unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, for grace abhors 
a vacuum. When at last the end shall come, and the dispensation oi 
grace shall be wound up, it will be seen that at the table of mercy here 
below there was not a seat left empty."' "All that the Father giveth Me 
shall come to Me." "Whom He did foreknow He also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of His Son; and whom He did predestinate 
them He also called." So it shall be. Satan shall not be able to point to 
a single empty place and say, '' There should a certain soul have been 
seated; God appointed it ; I frustrated His purpose." That can
not, shall not be. The wedding must and shall be furnished with 
guests. 

In like manner the table of glory. Like the table of grace, while the· 
board is richly spread the seats shall be amply filled. There at that table, 
blessed be God, there is a place for me, and none of you can occupy it. 
It will be only occupied by him for whom it was designed. If thou 
believest in Christ, dear friend, there is a place for thee, a freehold, a 
vested right of which thou canst not be deprived. There is a crown that 
will fit no other head than yours. There is a harp that will yield music 
to no other hands than thine. There is a mansion among the many many 
mansions in our Father's house for your residence. There will be no 
mansions in heaven at last untenanted. In some streets of London "To 
Let" is written on half the houses. Cheerless is the look-out. But when 
at last the King shall bring His children home there will not be one 
prepared. mansion th:1,t has lost its prepared tenant. The reserved inherit
ance shall revert to the reserved people ; the purchased inheritance shall 
inherit the purchased possession. This gives me hope in preaching. It 
convinces me that I do not preach in vain. There must and there shall 
be some saved. God has declared it. God bas made ready for it on-earth, 
and He has made ready in heaven for it. Therefore the,rshall be brought 
in. His preparation shall not be in vain. His wedding shall be furnished 
with guests. This certainty fortifies me against an apparent contingency. 
It inspires me with hope about some of you, my dear hearer-a, who look 
hesitant, that you ere long will be resolute. If j:ou. eome to God there4lre 
-preparations made to receive, to welcome you, to lodge you, to feed you, 
to supply all your needs. Do you desire to come you shall not be-east 
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away: Why should not you wear one of those crowns 1 Why should not. 
you tenant one of those mansions 1 " Yet there is room." 

But who will help to fill tha.t room 1 Who out of this dense throng of 
people will help to :fill the vacant places at the Gospel Supper 1 I cawiot 
call you one by one, as I would, but I do call to you with all my heart. 
Come to Jesus. Should you say," How shall I come 1" Well, it is not 
a motion of the body; it is a motion of the mind. "What sort of motion 
of the · mind 1" do you ask. It is trust-trust-simple conviction and 
unquestioning faith. If you commit your case to Him, He will be con
cerned for you. Follow Christ ; you shall have fellowship with Him. 
Your resolution will be evidence of your redemption. Your plea will 
procure a sense of His pardon. By your acquiescence you will learn that 
you are" accepted in the Beloved." May God dispose you, by the mighty 
operation of His Spirit, to come to Jesus. So shall my prayers be 
answered. So shall your souls be blessed for ever. Amen. 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

THE REVIVAL AT ROCKFOOT. 
PART III. 

WITII a hopeful spirit Pastor Bright 
proc1eded on Tuesday evening to 
the underground vestry in which 
the weekly prayer-meeting was 
usually held. The sight that he 
witnessed on al-rival filled him with 
joyous surprfae. Flrom several brief 
communications that he had re
eeived from divers quarters he had 
been led to expect a larger gather
ing tha.n ordinary;· but he was 
hardly prepared to find that, as com
pared with the attendance on the 
previous week, there would be a 
tenfold increase. Jn fact, at first he 
could hardly take it in. Was he 
not cheated by some optical delu
sion 1 Were not his eyes for once 
really deceiving him 1 No ; it 
Was-quite evident that comfortably 
aeated in that small vestry there 
Were thirty veritable living persons, 

not spectres or phantoms, but human 
beings composed of flesh and blood 
like unto himself. Those valuable 
members of the body, his visual 
organs, were not, therefore, to be 
charged with playing him some fan
tastic trick ; true they had been in 
the past, true they were at the pre
sent : thirty were gathered five 
mi.nutes before the time for com
mencing the meeting ; and if his 
ears proved as true as his eyes, out
side was the tramp of a few more 
about to enter still further to swell 
the number. That, under the cir
cumstances, he should shake hands 
smilingly with those in the fore
ground, and give friendly nods of 
recognition io those in the back
ground, before he took his seat and 
bent his head in silent and grateful 
prayer, was only to be expected; for 
such a sight as this on such a night 
he had never been priveleged to 
witness there during the period he 
had been their pastor. 

Seated by the side of his desk 
were the three dear.ons of the 
church. First in order sat Deacon 
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Jo.;;eph Gunter. He had, as the 
"fi~t fruits" of the Sunday morn
ing sermon, solemnly vowed to his 
pastor that it should r..ot l,e through 
his neglect in future if "only three" 
werec found at the prayer meeting ; 
and lo l here he was at the post of 
duty, giving practical proof of the 
sincerity of his repentance. Next 
to him sat Deacon King, the pastor's 
right hand man, the main pillar of 
the church, and a Christian ready 
for every good word and work. To 
his credit, be it said, he had never 
been known to miss the Tuesday 
meeting unless he was sick, or ont 
of town, or could furnish an excuse 
which he knew would satisfy his 
heavenly Master; for, said he, "if 
Tuesday night comes and I can't 
get there, I always feel, let me be 
where I may, that I am out of my 
element." Then close to him sat 
the remaining deacon, Mr. Copper
field, the wealthiest member of the 
church, but-if the truth must be 
told-not always the most liberal, 
and whose irregular attendance had 
often made the pastor's heart feel 
sad. Three deacons seated all in a 
row at a week night service was a 
rare sight to behold in that vestry, 
and, as one of the members present 
afterwards observed, "It did his 
eyes good to look at them." 

But the three deacons were not 
the only members present whose 
attendance produced such a cheer
ing effoct. Good Mr. Shepherd and 
his wife were both seated on one of 
the middle forms, looking as cheer
ful as ever, a proof that the cows 
had been duly milked and cared for, 
and that under the watchful super
intendence of Sally Tripe, or some 
other accommodating neighbour, 
the children at home were both 
safe and happy. Some were there 
who had not been for the past six 
months, and one who had been 
"quite a stranger " for a year. 

Added to these, not the least pleas
ing feature associated with the 
gathering was the presence of several 
youthful inquirers, with most of 
whom the pastor had, in past time, 
had personal conversation, but who, 
up to the present date, had not 
fully decided to avow themselves by 
an open profession on the Lord's 
side. 

A hymn having been snng, a 
brief prayer offered, and a suitable 
portion of Scripture read, the pastor 
said he should like to say a few 
words and offer a suggestion. How 
delighted he felt at seeing so many 
come to that meeting words could 
not express. When God's children 
were thus drawn together for prayer, 
and continued in it, they might be 
certain that a blessing was at hand. 
United prayer was like taking a 
castle. There was the castle to be 
taken. It was strong, well built, 
massive, and would require some 
taking. What was to be done 1 
The army must gather around it, 
assault it on all sides, and deter
mine never to give way till they had 
made a breach, aud had planted 
their flag triumphantly on the 
heights of the citadel. That was 
what the Lord would have them do 
to Himself. He would have them 
be.siege Him with the holy assault 
of united prayer until they got the 
victory. "The kingdom of he~ven 
suffereth violence, and the violent 
taketh it by force." Let them be 
united in prayer, and continue in 
it, then the Lord would assuredly 
send them prosperity. But the 
suggestion he wished to make was 
this :-Would they convert that 
prayer meeting into a meeting of 
personal confession of sin ; and 
would each petitioner ask God spe
cially for the grace that he felt he 
personally needed 1 If they would 
have a blessing each one must not 
confess sln in general, bat must: 
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acknowledge his own personal trans
gressions before God. It had some
times struck him that there was too 
much of what he might call general 
prayer in our prayer meetiugs, 
and too little particular. A good 
minister had said that "generalities 
were the death of prayer,'' and 
there was a great deal of truth in 
the statement. Men would tell God 
that they were sinners, but not 
what sort of sinners they were. Now 
all had their own peculiar beset
ments, infirmities, and needs. Some 
were prone to evade religious duty : 
let them confess that. Some were 
slothful : let them confess that. 
Some were proud : let them confess 
that. Some were bad tempered : 
let them confess that. And he 
might enumerate other things, such 
as neglecting reading the Word, 
neglecting secret prayer, indulging 
in worldliness, covetousness, and 
secret sins, and seeking anything 
first rather than " the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness." Now 
he would admit that it would be 
very humbling to confess personally 
these and kindred evils ; but they 
might be sure of this : no blessing 
would be realised either by them or 
others until such confession was 
made. The impired command was 
"Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord, and He shall lift you up." 
It they wanted to be lifted up they 
must firsG go down. He was much 
struck recently in reading the 
humlile confession of that good and 
useful Scottish missionary Mr. 
McDonald .. On one occasion'he said 
of himself, "I am every yearfeeling 
myself to be a less important and 
more insignificant being in God's 
World, in Christ's church, in man's 
atfairs. Down-down! bring me 
down, 0 God!" Now that must 
be their cry, "Down, down, bring 
me down, 0 God! " It was written 
'' God resisteth the proud, but giveth 

grace unto the humble." They could 
not be too humble if they would 
have the Divine blessing. Let them, 
then, bow low before God that night, 
and in the exercise of living faith 
ask Him for every good gift they 
felt they needed. His "arm was 
not shortened that it could not save, 
nor His ear heavy that it could not 
hear." He was as able to-day as 
He was eighteen hundred years ago 
to "do exceeding abundantly above 
all that they asked or thought, ac
cording to the power that worked 
in them." Oh, then, let there be 
some real, heartfelt, humbling per
sonal confessions to God that night. 
Let them all with broken hearts, 
tearful eyes, and trembling lips 
pour out their very souls to the 
Lord. Then the Lord would hear 
them and bless them there and 
then, and they would have such a 
prayer meeting as they had never 
been privileged to hCJ!d in that little 
underground vestry since the chapel 
had been built. 

It is not to be wondered at that 
this appeal, into which the speaker 
threw his whole soul, produced a 
corresponding effect. The pastor, 
setting the example, first prayed 
that the precious truths it was his 
highly favoured lot publicly to pro
claim might become more and more 
real to him ; that he might not talk, 
as he confessed with sorrow he had 
too often done, about things that he 
had merely read and studied, but 
of blessed doctrines and truths that 
he daily tasted, handled, and felt. 
Deacon Gunter prayed that as the 
claims of business had often en
snared him iato neglect of his offi
cial aud religious duties, he might 
henceforth have grace given to him 
to set a better example to the flock, 
and ever place religious duty first 
and business second. Deacon King 
prayed that he might be more 
spiritual, be more like his Saviour, 
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and exhibit in spirit, word, and 
conduct the image of Christ every
where. Deacon Copperfield, evi
dently. deeply impressed, made a 
clean breast of it by acknowledging 
his past shortcomings, and among 
other things asked the Lod. to give 
him grace from that hour to act 
more faithfully as His steward, so 
that at the last he might be able 
with joy to rencler up a good account 
of his stewardship. (It was ob
served that to this petition there 
were several responsive and hearty 
"Amens.") A Sabbath-school 
teacher asked the Lord to pardon 
him for the occasional neglect of 
his class, and to stir him up to be 
more regular and punctual in time 
to come. (A voice-it was believed 
to be the snperintendent's - said 
"Am·en" to this) One member, 
whose well-known infirmity was 
rather" a crooked temper," prayed 
specially for Divine help to guard 
against it, and thus be able to show 
to his family and neighbours the 
sweetness of the Christian life. A 
young member who had never 
prayed in public before ventured to 
stand up, and, trembling all over, 
just managed to say, "Lord, keep 
me in the right way ! " and then 
broke down ; but it was observed 
that this short prayer had such an 
effect on all present that it was at 
least five minutes before any one 
else attempted to rise ; no prayer 
told with greater effect that night. 
Thus one member prayed for one 
grace, and one for another, and a 
precious season they all felt it to be. 
A few appropriate verses sung at 
intervals, with the occasional quo
tation, on the part of the pastor, of 
a promise adapted to each case, 
served to give variety, and keep up 
the interest and life of the meeting; 
and when, half an hour after the 
usual time for closing, the assembly 
broke up, each member returned 

home with the full persuasion that 
· the L01·d had already heard and 

answered the sincere and humble 
prayers of His people, and that 
"the time to favour Zion, yea, the 
set time had come." 

(To be concluded in our next.) 

THE DREADED VALLEY. 

(Contim,edji-o,npage 44.) 

BY REV. JOHN COX. 

, "As poor yet making many rich; 
as havir:g nothing, yet possessing 
all things." This was Paul's glory. 
The unsearchable riches of Christ 
were his treasure, and he cared for 
nought beside. Andrew :Fuller, 
when shown some ingots of gold in 
the Bank of England, took up one 
in his hand, and poising it, said 
very thoughtfully, ''How much 
better to have this in the hand 
than in the heart." As we con
sider the blessed Gospel, let us say, 
and God give us deeply to feel it, 
How much better to have this in 
the heart, than in the hand, or even 
only in the head. Christ in the 
heart makes really rich, and this 
alone can enablcJ us to make others 
rich. That man, then, is not much 
to be pitied of whom the worst 
thing that can be said is, "that hf! 
is poor." A person may be very 
poor without any fault of his own ; 
but it is far more difficult for a 
person to be rich without some 
degree of blame. In many cases 
the means used to get rich, if laid 
under the solar light of heavenly 
truth, would not bear looking at. 
How many Christians have been 
much improved: by loss and trial. 
How few have become more-humble 
and spiritual by getting rich. Mr. 
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Wesley once said that he only knew 
three persons who had become 
better Christia.us by getting rieh. 
Some time after he only knew two, a 
little further on only one, and at last 
not one. The three rich Christians 
still lived on and got richer, but 
lived to verify Paul's solemn words, 
" They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
-which drown men in destruction 
and perdition ; for the love of 
money is the root of all evil, which 
while some coveted after they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sor
rows" (1 Tim, iv. 9, 10). 

" Earthly honour, earthly treasure 
All th.e wannest passions win, 

And the silken wings of pleasure 
Often bear us on to sin. 

"But within the vale of sorrow. 
Oft with tempests overblown, 

Purer light and joy we bon-ow 
From the face of God alone. 

"Welcome. then, each darker token, 
Mercy sent it from above ; 

So the heart, subdued, not broken, 
Sends in fear, and melts in love." 

When professors of religion are 
bitten by that vile cur, "will be 
rich," it is a miracle of mercy in
deed if they do not ,qo mad, and 
then bite others. One sign of being 
thus bitten, is becoming shy of the 
water of truth (as mad dogs are of 
literal water), es.pecially of those 
portions of it which refer to their 
own cas.e. The sure remedy is 
drinking large draughts of it, and 
yielding the soul up to its inspira
tion. 

:But some may ask, with a heavy 
sigh. Is there no way out of thi11 
valley 1 _ After all you have said 
:i-nd sung it is a chilly place, and it 
1s rather humbling to be pitied 

and looked -clown upon, or even 
· patronised. Somehow we who have 
gone down seem to be blamed for 
being poor ; we sometimes feel our
selves to be in the way, not wanted; 
and even Christian .people often pay 
court to t.he rich, and do not seem 
to care for us as they did when we 
were betj;er off. Is there no wa;I/ 
out? We answer, for some, it may 
be, but perhaps not for you. God 
knows ; and if you do not fret, and 
if you will commit all to Him, He 
will do the very best for you, and 
be better to you than ten thousand 
rich professors, who are often but 
" summer brooks." 

"The Lord maketh poor, and He 
maketh rich, He briogeth down, 
and He lifteth up." The history of 
emigrants from the dreaded valley 
of poverty to the much-desired 
heights of worldly riches is a very 
strange one. It has its shadows, 
some very deep ones too ; and it is 
not without some brightness; but 
we cannot enter upon this part of 
the history of our valley. One 
thing we may say, that while some 
have climbed out of this valley_, 
and become benefactor,:i to their 
race, a considerable number who 
have got out, had better, far better, 
have stayed down there. Take one 
illustration of this. 

Nearly a hundred years ago a 
young man might have been seen 
far down in this valley, striving 
hard to get out. His case was very 
trying ; though possessed of good 
talents, his prospects had all failed, 
and absolute want stared him in 
the face. Under these circum
stances he seemed to turn to God 
through Christ, and earnestly 
longed to be saved ; at that time 
he wrote in his journal as follows : 
" I want not to dispute, but to be 
saved. Lord, save llle or I perish. 
I only know my own vileness, I 
only· know Thy sufficiency, these 
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are enough ; witness heaven and 
earth, my trust is in God's mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, my blessed 
Redeemer. Amen." There is more 
in the same evangelical strain writ
ten in the vale of poverty. A few 
days after this the strong hand of a 
benevolent statesman laid hold of 
the youthful poet, and placed him 
on an ascent to worldly honour and 
competence, if not afl:Iuence. But 
when the world began to smile on 
him, and to shower its honours on 
his head, we find no more such 
aspirations in his biography, and 
sometimes we find things very un
like such deep solicitude ::is was 
before expressed. 

Many, alas! who seemed not far 
from the kingdom when in the val
ley, have been quite careless about 
it when they have got out of it. 
"What did that large estate of 
the late Mr. W-- fetch 1" in
quired one gentleman of another. 
"I have not heard," was the reply; 
"but I know what it cost him." 
" How much 1 " was asked. " Hrs 
SOUL!'' was the answer. "What do 
you mean ? " "The case stands 
thus, he was a professor of re
ligion; began iife with small means, 
but he was determined to get up in 
the world, and so he did. For 
years before, his death, religion sat 
very light upon him ; money was 
his idol, and his element was world
liness. You know that he was called 
from it all at a moment's warn
ing. Surely he had far better have 
lived and died in the dreaded valley 
than lived and died like this! " 

For very many in this valley 
there seems to be no hope that they 
will ever leave it. Aged people, 
and vast numbers of the toiling 
ones, seem de~tined to live and die 
there. But we would remind such, 
that though they may never be able 
to rise much higher on earth, they 
may rise to heaven now in spirit, 

and reach heaven safely at last. 
There i~ a ladder like that which 
Jacob saw, whose foot is placed in 
thislowlyvale,and whose top reaches 
to heaven. How many very poor 
ones are going up by it day after 
day, from crowded workhouses, 
and lonely cottages, and stifling 
town lodgings! How many also, 
like the poor beggar of whom the 
Lord speaks, are borne at death by 
angels to celestial joys ; while some 
who fare sumptuously every day 
pass away from their splendid 
mansions and downy beds to a 
hopeless eternity. 

A word to those who are now 
looking down into this dreaded 
valley from the high places of 
wealth or competence. How do 
you feel while you thus look down, 
and what have you done by way of 
helping those tried and suffering 
ones 1 That Saviour, whose name 
you bear, saw the multitude, and 
had compassion on them. Is 
there no one down yonder you can 
help, or go down to comfort and 
relieve ? It is to be hoped that 
there is no one there who can point 
to your great house on the hill, and 
say: "The inhabitant of that man
sion pusl,ed me down liere: or left 
me to fall when he knew that a 
little aid might have saved me from 
falling." If conscience says such fa 
the case, you had better go at once 
to any part of this valley, however 
distant and dark it may be, to make 
restitution; but if nothing of this 
sort trouble you, do not fail to visit 
and relieve as many sorrowful ones 
as you can, especially those of "the 
household of faith." Remember 
that He who once dwelt in one of 
its lowest dells, but who now sits 
on the throne of God, will say 
another day, "Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of the least of these My 
brethren, ye did unto Me." 

Some, perhaps, are looking down 
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into this valley who expect very 
soon to have to dwell in it. Be not 
dismayed too much at the prospect ; 
unsanctified prosperity is· far worse 
than honest poverty. Aim at one 
thing-" a conscience void of offence 
toward God and toward man." No 
one need fear to go into the deepest 
pit of trouble if they have for their 
wmpanious "faith and a good con
!cieuce." If in the retrospect you 
:;ee many mistakes to regret, and 
some wrong things to repent of, 
remember that there is a divinely
appointed method of relief; and 
though you may even now be suf
fering the consequences of your 
own misconduct or want of pru
dence, God can give yo11 a realisation 
of pardoning mercy, work in you 
true repentance, and overrule all 
things for your present and eternal 
good. 

Let the dwellers in this valley 
seek first and most a true acquaint
ance with Him who was "the poor 
Man on earth," and who is now the 
Man of God's right band, and the 
poor man's friend still. Think of 
Him as revealed by the prophet. 
"And a Man shall be as an hiding
place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest; as rivers of 
water in a dry place, as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land" (Isa. xxxii. 2). Sheltered 
under this Rock of ages, safe in 
1his Hiding-place, drinking of the 
river of God's pleasure, listen atten
tively to His own words, uttered 
in that very citywhere for so manv 
years He lived as a poor man, and 
Worked as a carpenter. 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
Me, because He hath anointed Me 
to preach the Gospel to the poor, 
:S:e hath sent Me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to 
~e captives, and recovering of sight 
n_the blind, to set at liberty them 
-t are bruised. To preach the 

acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke 
iv, 18, 19). We are told when He 
closed the book that all eyes were 
fastened on Him, and He began to 
say, '' This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears." 

Poor and afflicted ones, whatever 
your case may be, He can this day, 
tlds hour, fulfil this scripture in 
your hearts' experience, and then 
you will be rich indeed. His com
plete salvation and perfect sym
pathy can fully meet your case, 
whatever it may be. If you look 
trustfully and hopefully to Jesus, 
the Word of God will look lovingly 
upon you. Whatever you may have 
lost, God's truth will be yours to 
have and to hold for ever, if you 
really love it. 

You may be perplexed respecting 
your depressed circumstances, and 
sometimes tempted to envy others 
their prosperity, especially those 
who fear not God. This was 
Asaph's temptation; study his ex
perience as set forth in P5alm 
lxxiii., in order that you may not 
fall into the same snare. You may 
sometimes feel inclined mournfully 
to say-

" Father, what portion of Thy goods 
Falleth to me, thy son ? 

Why aro my brethren better off, 
With much, while I have none?" 

He answers you ; and this should 
suffice-

" liy son, and hast thou known My 
love, 

Anrl dost thou lo,o Me now ? 
Then many a richer man, 

More poorer is than thou. 

" Thou hast thy Bible and thy bread, 
And waiting thou shalt see, 

The secret meaning of thy li£e, 
And all My care for thee." 

You may be poor, but if truth is 
your companion, love your element, 
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God's favour and blessing your por
tion, and if the present is only a 
~aining time for an eternity of joy 
m our father's house, you need not 
be cast down, but should rather 
"hope continually, and praise God 
more and more:' 

THE PROMISES OF GOD. 

REV. W. FRITH, F.R,G.S. 

THE Gospel is full of promise-it 
has "the promise of the life that 
now is, and also of that which is to 
come." It reveals to each one "ex
ceeding great and precious pro
mises.'"' 

It promises life and peace in and 
through Christ, who i.; "the strength 
of our heart and portion for ever." 
It is called "life eternal"-" life 
everlasting"-"life that is to come" 
-life where there shall be no more 
death! 

How sweet this thought as we 
enter on a new year, and perhaps 
.have to look back over'' the months 
that are past," and the graves of 
our loved ones, and see a life cut 
off dearer than our own ! Here the 
Gospel comes in with its cheering 
and consolatory voice, saying, "for 
we know that all things work toge
ther for good to them that love God, 
and are called according to His pur
pose.'' And though the future is 
veiled and dark, yet the Gospel, 
which "goes forth as a lamp that 
burneth," casting its bright celestial 
radiance over the path of the future, 
and taking each trustful pilgrim by 
the hand, says-" Go forward!" 
-" this is the way, walk ye in it ;" 
and spanning the dark portentous 

future with the " bow of the ever~ 
lasting covenant," it exclaims, "In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will direct your steps." 
· Pilgrim of earth ! go forward ! 
If the way be dark, remember He iJ 
"your light and your salvation," an1 
"all the paths of the Lord a:e 
mercy and truth to them that keip 
His covenant and His testimonie1." 
If the way should be rough, rugg~d, 
steep, and tortuous, He is still ,ur 
keeper, and our "shield upon aur 
right hand." And if we walk in 
"the obedience of faith," and like 
Caleb "follow the Lord fully," 
we shdl find that He wilJ " guide 
us with His eye"-" guide us with 
His council "-and afterwards ":re
ceive us to glory." 

Would it not, then, be well, as 
we enter on another year, "through 
the tender mercy of our God," tJ 
commit the keeping of our souls ar.d 
all their interests to Him as to a 
faithful Creator 1 This will honour 
Him and bring us into the fuller 
enjoyment of that "peace that 
passeth all understanding," and that 
rest which is the peculiar privilege 
of those who cast their burdens daily 
on the Lord, and "walk by faith 
and not by sight." This will make 
the new born time a happy new yea1·. 
Its months will be passed in trustful 
reliance upon our Father who is ill 
heaven ; instead of walking in the 
devious ways of By-path Mead1)w 
and Doubting Castle, we sllall 
" trust and not be afraid,'' for 
"the joy of the Lord will be our 
strength;" thus we shall say with 
David, "I will go in the strength of 
the Lord," " Suca make mention of. 
Thy righteousness, even of Thine 
only." 

Gimnersbury. 
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THE LITTLE :FRENCH DRDM
MER-BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT_ 

BY)'!, E, B. 

CHAPTER III. 

IN summer life was less hard to 
bear; fishing brought in better 
pay, and the family had occasion
ally a few figs and grape3 to add to 
their frugal repast. These fruits 
grew amid -the rocks, where no 
plant or tree could find sustenance. 
A handful of soil suffices for the 
vine, whilst the fig-tree takes root 
between the crevices of the stones ; 
their united branches threw a slight 
but agreeable shade during the hot 
season over the fisherman's exposed 
dwelling. 

So parents and children lived 
contentedly, with but few ca1·es or 
anxieties in their humble line of 
~fe; for the poor have their share 
1n this world's pleasures, above all 
When the sun shines brightly, and 
a plentiful harvest, be it of fish, or 
?orn, or grapes, or other source of 
industry, is blessed by the great 
~reator, who giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; "for 
lie maketh His snn to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth 
!ain on the just and on the un
JUst." 

Often in the twilight the fisher
Inan and his six sons lay down on 
the threshold of the small terrace,. 
"Where they were in the habit of 
hanging up their nets fo dry. This 
"Was an hour of delicious idleness, 
after a hot day passed on the sea, 

under the burning rays of a July 
sun. 

Then the mother, aided by Frolut, 
would arrange a narrow table, and 
place two long benches beside it; 
Pierre alone, as the head of the 
family, had a chair; next Jeanne 
would bring out the supper. Gene
rally it consi,ited of a dish of indif
ferent fish left from the day's sale, 
for the fisherman was sure to keep 
the worst for himself and family. 

Once settled around the table, 
each took his porringer; first of all 
the woman helped her husband, 
then the seven children according 
to their age, last of all herself
No one ate anything whilst this 
distribution was being made; for 
each portion was so small, that the 
first helped would have finished 
before the others had a chance of 
beginning. 

As soon as his wife had put some 
into her own porringer, Pierre gave 
a rap on the table with the handle 
of his knife, saying, "Va;" and 
they supped. 

They had never been taught to 
ask a blessing before partaking of 
their daily food, nor afterwards of 
returning thanks to the Bounteous 
Giver of all good things. 

No royal festive board was ever 
graced by happier or more delighted 
auests; they rejoiced in the lovely 
~eather, in the plentiful catch of 
fish for the last few days ; they 
looked at the sea, and remarked, 
"It will be beautiful to-night; ah ! 
if this weather would but last, a 
fisherman's life would be only too 
easy_" 

Often about midnight the father 
and the elder boys returned to the 
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boat with their nets ; the younger 
ones generally crept into their 
berths. Frolut was thus alone with 
his mother, and never lost sight of 
her; indeed, he was mostly timid 
at night, probably owing to the 
tales he had heard of ghosts and 
fairies. 

GRATITUDE DEFINED. 

GRATITUDE has been defined as a 
lively sense of favours to come; 
and this is true in reference to our 
gratitude to God. When God gives 
a great blessing, he gives it by in
creasing our desire and capacity 
for a still greater blessing. 1f He 
has vouchsafed to us great bless
ings, we ought to be driven to the 
throne of grace to ask for still 
greater blessings in times to come. 
-Rev. W: Sampson. 

BAXTER USEFUL AMONG 
THE YOUNG. 

RICHARD BAXTER said, " God made 
me most useful among the young ; 
and so it was that when He had 
touched the hearts of the youth 
with a love of goodness, in various 
instances their friends, their fathers, 
their grandfathers, who had lived 
in ignorance and sin, became re
ligious themselves, induced by their 
love to their children, who now 
appeared so much wiser, better, 
and more dutiful than before. In 
a little time religion spread through 
many families, and, after a few 
years, there was scarcely a home in 

"Mother," he would say, " tell 
me a story.'' 

Sometimes she replied,-
" To-morrow, my darling ; go to 

sleep ; now it is late, see the day ia 
beginning to dawn." 

(To be co11ti1med.1 

Kidderminster in which the wor
ship of God was not maintained." 

THE VENERABLE BEDE'S 
DEATH. 

TBE first person who translated a 
part of the Word of God into the 
Anglo-Saxon tongue, was a learned 
monk, who lived in the seventh 
century, known as the venerable 
Bede. He lived in the monastery 
of Jarrow, iu D111"ham, and was 
not only a learned man, well skilled 
in Hebrew and Greek, but a truly 
Christian man,-a burning and 
shining light in a dark place. In 
his last hours he was engaged in 
dictating to one of his disciples the 
last verse of the 20th chapter of 
John. "It is finished, master," 
said the scribe. "It_ is finished," 
replied the dying monk. "Lift up 
my head ; let me sit in my cell 
in the place where I have so often 
prayed ;" and his head was lifted 
up, and he was taken to sit there. 
Then he said," Now glory be to the 
Father, to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost ;" and with these words 
his spirit fled to its home. A glori
ous death to die-to die in the act 
of finishing the translation of a por
tion of the Word of God. 
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Tile &mains of the Re,,. Richard Cecil, 
.M.A. With Numerous Selections 
from his Works. A New Edition, 
with an Introduction by His Daughter, 
and a Preface by the Bishop of Ripon. 
(Elliot Stock, Paternoster-row.) 

WE feel sure that all lovers oi evan
gelical truth, who have even only a 
slight acquaintance with the works of 
this earnest and good man, will hail 
with pleiisure the advent of this I!ew 
edition, for here we hl1ve sage counsels, 
holy breathings, intelligent expositions, 
written in so interesl,ing a style as com
mands the attention and love of all 
readers. The writer and his works are 
so well known as to scarce ncccl our 
commendation. \Vo hcartilv wish for 
it a very large circulation. • 

PERIODICALS AND P A~fPHLETS. 

The Baptist Magazine. (Pewtress 
Brothers.) The Sword and Trowel. 
(Passmore and Abbaster.) The General 

THE BGRD.KK BEARER. 

Tnoc- hast a cross to carry t 
And up life's pilgrim way 

'fhy fainting heart grows weary, 
As day goes after day. 

A. heavy cross thou bearest, 
And thou art weak and frail, 

And ma.ny a time thou fearest, 
Thy faith lit last ma.y fail. 

Baptist Magazine. ()Iarlborongh and 
Co.) Tho former of these has very 
worthy articles on Jacob and Esau, the 
Symbolic Foresketch of Christianity, 
&c. The Sword and Trowel is full, as 
usual, of most readable chapters and 
essays, of which we may specially 
notice Willhtm West, the Veteran Sun
day-school Superintendent, by Vernon 
J. Charlesworth. Tfte General Baptist 
maintains its usual vigour and excel
lency. 

Biblical J[usewn and The Teac!,er.s' 
Stoi·ehouse. (Elliot Stock.) See our 
welcome last mouth. 

Tfw Scottisl, Baptist Magazine. (El. 
liot Stock, ancl Yates and Alexander.) 
Contains this month much varied intel
ligence ; also a good chapter on our 
Scottish Churches. 

Romanism Judyed and Condemned IJ!t 
Christ Jesus. By JORN CLmFORD, M.A., 
LL.B. (Marlborough and Co.) Tho 
title is high-sounding, but maintained 
by tho work. We wish it could be put 
into the hands of o,ery int-elligont 
Romanist. 

Bnt see ! there standeth near thee, 
The S:i.viour, strong and true : 

He comes with love to cheer thee,. 
And give thee succour too. 

" The burden thou art be a.ring,·· 
He whispers, "I will bear, 

And all thy sorrow sharing, 
,vill care for all thy care." 
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Oh give thy cross to J"esus ! 
He bore one cross for thee, 

And still whene'er He sees us, 
He loves to set us free. 

He loves to bear our crosses, 
Our sicknesses and pain, 

And 'mid our earthly losses, 
To give us heavenly gain. 

Yes, give the Lord thy sorrow, 
And singing at His side, 

With cheerful footsteps follow, 
V{herever He shall guide. 

WILLIAM LUFF. 

MUSIC. 

THDRE is a soul in :Music, 
That thrills through every vein; 

We see the soldiers marching 
Along the battle plain ; 

Wo hear the roar of tempest, 
The murmur of the rill, 

The warbling feathered songsters, 
When all beside is still. 

We hear the shout of conquest, 
That tells of victory; 

It thrills us iuto rapture, 
Or wakens us to glee; 

It sends the tear-drop springing, 
It heaves the gentle sigh, 

And scenes long since forgotten 
Are once again brought nigh; 

It fills our hearts with sorrow, 
As healed griefs bleed again, 

Or we forget the morrow, 
Its danger and its pain; 

With energy it filleth, 
To fight lifo's battles hot

A wondrous work it doeth, 
In palace and in cot. 

H. L. COCKS. 

GOOD TE:MPER. 

THEaE·s not a cheaper thing on earth, 
Nor yet one half so dear ; 

'Tis worth more than distinguished 
birth, 

Or thousands gained a-year. 
It lends the day a new delight, 

'Tis virtue's firmest shield ; 
And adds more beauty to the to.ight, 

Th= all the stars can yield. 

It maketh poverty content; 
To sorrow whi'spers peace ; 

It is a gift fom Heaven sent, 
For mortals to increase. 

It meets you with a smile at morn, 
It lulls you to repose;-

A flower for peer and peasant born, 
An everlasting- rose. 

A charm to banish grief away-,. 
To snatch the brow from care • 

Turns tears to smiles, makes d~lness 
gay, 

Spreads gladness everywhere. 
And yet 'tis ~weet as summer dew, 

That gems the lily's breast ; 
A talisman for love as true 

As ever man possessed. 

As smiles the rainbow through the 
cloud, 

When threatening storm begins ; 
As music mid the tempest loud,· 

That_ still its sweet way wins; 
As sprmgs an arch across the tide, 

Where waves conflicting foam· 
So comes this Seraph to our side' 

, T,his An6el of our Home. ' 
I 
/ What may this wondrous spirit be. 
' With power unheard before- · 

Thiii charm, this bright amenity? 
Goon TEMI'ER-nothing more! 

Goon TElfl'ER, 'tis the choicest gift 
That woman homewaril brings, 

And can the poorest peasant lift 
To bliss unknown to kings. 

IIand an,Z Heart. 
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~tnontinationltl ~nftlligmttt. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

:i\l:R. THOMAS GARDINER, jun., of 
Rawden College, has accepted a call to 
the church at Warkworth, Northumber
land. 

Mr. E. Spanton, of the Pa.stars' Col
lege, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastomte of the church at Caxton, 
Cambs. 

Rev. John Jackson, of Sevenoaks, 
has given notice of his intention to re
sign the pastorate of the church at 
Addlestone. 

ALDEBURGH, SUFFOLK.-Rev. Joseph 
Burtt, of Ipswich, has accepted the in
vitation to the pastorate of this church. 

Rev. John Evans, of Everton, Liver
pool, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Bethesda, 
Tydee, Monmouthshire. 

Mr. G. W. Tooley, of the Pastors' 
College, hag accepted an invitation to 
th_? pastorate of tho church at Brierley 
Hill, Staffordshire. 

Rev. Thomas Durant, of Liverpool 
has accepted the invitation of th; 
church, Hamstorley, Durham, to be
come their pastor. 

Mr .. J. J. Fitch, of the Pastors' Col
lege, has accepted the invitation to 
?ecome tho pastor of the chmch, Lym
mgton, Hants. 

RECOGNITIOK8. 

REv. ALFRED E. S:Bmno:.-. was publicly 
re?o~nised as pastor of the Tue Brook 
M1ss1on chnrch, Liverpool, on the 16th 
~d 17thof January. Dr. Angus, Prin
Clpalaf Regent's-park Colloge, preached 
:_orning and evening on Sunday. At 

e public meeting on Monday Dr. An
rs presided, and addresses were de
&ered by Revs. F. H. Roba:rts, P. G. 

obey, R. W. Thompson, A. Seddon, 
Ben., Daniel Jones, W. P. Lockhart. 

PRESEN'f ATIONS. 

REV. H. HARDING, of :llontacute, has 
been presented _by the inhabitants of 
that town with a gold watch and a 
purse of eleven guineas for his unceas
ing kindness in ,:isiting, day and night, 
the sufferets durmg a recent epidemic 
of scarlet fever. The -vicar of the 
parish occupied the chair at the pre
sentation. 

Rev. John Ilirons, who has been com
pelled through ill-health to resign the 
pastorate of the church at High Wy
combe, Bucks, has been presented with 
a testimonial consisting of £320 aml 
an address, beautifully illuminated. 
Rev. W. J. Dyer, his co-pastor has 
been unanimously appointed the' sole 
pastor. 

Rev. A. Brown, of Fenny Stratford 
has been presented with a New Year'~ 
gift amounting to upwards of £!). 

Rev. J. Fletcher, of Commercial-road 
Chape_l, h~s been presented with £20, 
and his stipend raised £24. 

Rev. H. Webster, on leaving Mill's
hill, Chadderton, has been presented 
with sixteen valuable books i;nd a 
purse of money. 

The friends at Carey Church i\lonl
ton, Northamptonshire, have pr~sentecl 
their minister, Rev. J. R. Parker, with 
£17 14s. as a fresh expression of their 
love. 

Rev. John Brown, B.A., the pastor of 
Bunyan :Meeting, Bedford, was pre
sentet1 on the 20th of January, by the 
members of his Bible-class, with a time
piece, as a mark of esteem, and in ap
preciation of his untiring efforts to 
promote their spiritual welfare. 

Rev. W. Satchwell has been presented 
by his late congregation at Wyle Cop 
Shrewsbury, with £9, on leaving ,fo; 
his new charge at Jarrow-on-Tyne. 

Mr. H. H. Bourn, pastor of tho 
church in Victoda-street, Windsor, has 
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been presented with £63 by the church 
and congregation, along with some per
sonal friends, as an expression of their 
sympathy with him in his severe afflic
tion of six months' duration. He ex
pectff to be able to resume his duties 
in a few weeks. 

Rev.James Gay, pastor of the church 
at Knighton, Radnorshire, who has been 
laid aside for more than five months, 
and still continues in a weak state of 
health, has been presented with £20 by 
his friends. 

::\IISCELLAKEOuS. 

A VALEDICTORY meeting was held at 
Providence Chapel, Westbury, Wilts, 
on the 1st Fehrua.ry. Rev. T. G. 
Rooko, B.A., secretary of the county 
association, presided, and addresses 
were given by the Revs. T. Gilbert, 
W. _ Thomas, J. Bray, and others. 
Umversal regret was expressed at Rev. 
'N. Jeffery's removal after a successful 
pastorate of twelve years. On Sunday, 
February 6th, the retiring pastor 
preached his farewell sermon, and on 
February 13th commenced his labours 
at Trinity Chapel, Bexley-heath, Kent. 

A SERIES of services have been held 
:1-t the General Baptist Chapel, Bourn, 
1n connection with improvements 
!ecently effected. An organ has been 
mtroduced, an additional gallery 
erected, and a lecture-room and vestries 
built, at a cost of upwards of £500. 
Tho organ fa a contribution from one of 
th_e members, Mr. George Bcllinton. 
On _the 9th and 13th of January 
servrco was conducted by Rev. Giles 
Hester, and the collections amounted 
to £33. The treasurer has £248 in 
hand towardg the amo,mt required. 

THE second annual meetino- of the 
Church at Tunbridge Wells, ;f which 
the Rev. W. K. Armstrong, B.A., is 
pastor, was held in the Town Hall on 
the 25th of January. About 400 were 
present, and tho speakers included 
Revs. T. Morgan, W. Sampson, W. 
Barker, J. Thomson, 111.A., &c. There 
,had been a sale of work in the morning, 
and £65 was raised in aid of the funds. 

WE understand that Dr. Under-

hill, the respected senior secretarf 
of the Baptist Missionary Society , 
has intimated to the committee hi~ 
intention to retire from that post 011 
account of advancing years. 

THE chapel in Drummond-road 
South Bermondscy, is now free fron: 
debt, £168 having been raised during 
the past year to secure this result, 
£ 116 of which sum was the proceeds 
of a bazaar and a Christmas-tree pro
vided by the ladies. At the annual 
meeting, held on the 17th of January, 
the report of progress was very 
encouraging. It was just ten years to 
a day since the chapel was opened and 
the ministry of the pastor, Rev. J. A. 
Brown, commenced. During this period 
511 members have been received, 328 
by baptism. 

At a mooting held under the presi
dency of tho pastor, Rev. Caleb M. 
Longhurst, the friends connected with 
the church at Acton promised sums 
amounting in all to £300 towards the 
extinction of the debt. The total debt 
id £550. A bazaar will ho held in 
October. ' 

The church at Gloucester, of which 
Rev. John Bloomfield is pastor, are 
about t,o build schools as a memorial 
of Robert Raikes. 

On Wcdnesclay, January 12th, at the 
Baptist Chapel, Soham, Camhs, the 
anniversary of the pastor, Rev. J. 
Porter, was held. Tea was provided by 
the ladies, and a public meeting was 
held, 'IV hen addresses were delivered b:)' 
Revs. W. E. Davies, J. A. Wilson, J. 
Smith, W. Kirby, T. Woodall, and W. 
Young. During the year a debt of 
£100 has been cleared off. Services 
have been well attended. Tho proceeds 
were presen tcd to the pastor. 

CHRISTCIU:RCH, - On W ednosdaJ 
evening, Feb. 9th, a social meeting was 
held in the Baptist chapel, Christchurch, 
IIants-the members and friends con· 
nected with the churches meeting at 
East Parley and Christchurch gather
ing together for the purpose of encou
raging each other in the work. After 
tea, the public meeting was presided 
over by the Rev. R. Colman, of Bourne• 
mouth, who has superintended the work: 
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at Christchurch since the opening of 
the chapel in J nne last, owing to the 
death of Rev. H. V. Gill, the mueh
respected pastor of the church, while 
the building vras in progress. Several 
short addresses were given, amongst 
them one by J\Ir, John Thompson, of 
Bristol College, who has hHen preach
ing during tho last month. In the 
course of the evening a unanimou.~ 
wish was expressed that Mr. Thomp
son's labours might be continued, and 
that under his teaching this little 
church might become a centre of light 
and usefulness. 

HoUNSLOW.-On February 1, at Pro
vidence Chapel, a toa-mocting was held 
for the purpose of clearing off the re
mainder of the dobt upon the builcling. 
A large number were present, and 
received during the evening addresses 
from the Revs. W. A. Blake, chairman; 
J. Kilburn; llfr. J. Trotman, treasurer, 
who had the pleasure of announcing 
that the debt ~as entirely removed; 
Messrs. R. J. Rogers; S. B. Aldridge, 
B.A.; "Walter J. J\Iathams, of Regent's .. 
park College ; Mr. Straccy, and J. Hen
wood. Between tho speeches the choir 
sang a selection of sacred music. 

The names of two Baptistlstudents 
appear in the matriculation list re
cently published by the University of 
London. Mr. Henderson passed in the 
first division, and Mr. Griffitha in the 
second. 

AcTo::-.-There is a debt of about 
f55Q on the Baptist chapel. A mect
lllg was hold on February 16th, nndor 
the presidency of the pastor (Caleb M. 
Longhurst), when nearly £300 was 
Promised towards its liquidation. A 
bazaar in aid of the same will be held 
about October. 

BonooR.-The annual church tea 
;nd meeting took placo on February 

lh, The attendance was exceedingly !00
~ and the meeting most enjoyable. 

f llring the year 1875 £500 was raised 
hr various objects connected with the 
~ lll'ch. Tho membership is steadily 
Oocr~asing, and there are many signs of 

1/ 11:tned prosperity. On Sunday, the 
,· lh inst., the annual missionary ser-

lCes were held, the sermon of tha 

morning being preached by the pastor, 
the Rev. J. W. Thomas, and that of the 
eveni;1g by the Rev. Mr. Kingdon, of 
Jamaica. 

WREXH.A.11[.-0n February 8th a very 
pleasant social meeting was held in the 
old schoolroom of the ~aptist chapel, 
Ohoster-street. 'l'he o bJ ect of the ga
thering was twofold-to commemorate 
the anniversary of the pastor's settle
ment, and to present Mr. J. B. Davies, 
the superintendent of the Sunday
school, and 111rs. Davies, with a hand
some china tea service, inkstand, and a 
book, on the occasion of their marriage. 
The meeting was presided over by the 
pastor, the Rev. S: D. Thomas, and 
addresses were delrverecl by Messrs. 
Morison (now of Liverpool), George 
Owen, Davies, and S. Jones. Th; 
past year was reported ns the most 
prosperous, financially, the church has 
ever enjoyed. The new chapel and 
schoolroom are expected to be readv 
by May. • 

LEIUESTER.-Th<l anniversary ser
,ices in connection with Charles-street 
Chapel, were held on the 8th, 13th, and 
14th of February. For five years the 
church at Charles-street has passed 
through deep sorrow, having lost ,-.ith
in that time two highly esteemed and 
devoted ministers, the Revs. T. Lomas 
andJ. L. Whitley, who were taken from 
them by the hand of death. ;\fainly 
owing to these afflictions, as the church 
had been anxious by ovary means in 
their power to show their attachment 
to their late pastors, an incidental dobt 
had accumulated until it had reached 
the sum of £410 17s. lld. A special 
appeal was thorefore made to the church 
and congregation to clear off this debt 
at these anniversary services. On 
}

7 ebruary 8, Rev. Dr. Landels preached, 
when there was received in cash and 
promises £79 9s. 9d. On Sunday, 
February US, the services were con
ducted by tho Rev. J. :Morley Wright 
in the morning, and by the Rev. Robert 
Caven, B.A., pastor, in the evening; 
the amount received in cash and pro
mises at the Sunday services was 
£260 12s. 6d. The concluding services 
·were held on Monday, when about 350 
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persons sat down to tea. in the school
rooms. At the public meeting Mr. 
.John Bennett, Moderator of the Leiees
tershire Association, presided, and the 
meeting was opened with prayer by 
Rev. W. B. Bliss, after which addresses 
were delivered by Revs. J. P. Mursell, 
J. M. Wright, W. Evans, J. W. Thew, 
-and F. B. llfeyers, B.A. A brief report 
of the work of the church waa given by 
the pastor, and the financial statement 
by the treasurer, Mr. Samuel Mather. 
The treasurer stated the reasons for the 
heavy debt on the incidental fund, and 
expressed the gratification he felt at 
the ready response that had been given 
by the church and coqgregation to the 
appeal made to them on behalf of this 
debt. Before the meetfr1g had pro
ceeded far, he was enabled to state 
that the debt was cleared, and that he 
had received in cash and promises 
£451 17s. 9fd., leaving a balance in 
the treasurer's hands of £41. Several 
cSxcellent addresses were delivered by 
the chairman and ministera present. 

BAPTISMS. 

Ab,rcar,1,-Feb. 6, SL-s:, by "\V. Williams. 
Abet"dar,.-Feb. 6, at Carmel (English), 

Four, by Thomas Jones. 
Alloa.-Feb. 13, One, by J. Scott. 
Rac1tp~ La.nca.shire.-Feb. 6, at Zion Chapel, 

Four1 by C. W. Gregory. 
Bangor.-Jan~ 23", Two; Jan. 27, Two, by 

C. Da.vies. 
Barr~u,-in-Fwt-nes,.-Jan. 29, at the Abbey

road, Frve, by James Hughes. 
Bath,-Jan. 30, at Manvers-street Chapel 

f:lix1 by J. Davis. ' 
Birmingham.--Jan. 31, at Cannon-street 

Five, by J.B. Blaokmore. ' 
Bi,hop Auckland.-Jan. 30, in the NewCh!tpel, 

Three, by H. Gr&y. 
Blaena~on.--J&n. rn, at the English Chapel, 

Nine, by W. Rees. 
Bra<iford.-Jan. 17, at Te\ley-street Chapel, 

One, by B. Wood. 
Burnham, Essex.-Dec. 29, Three, by John 

·Cole; Feb. 6, Two, by F. Page. 
Burion, near Brldgewaler,-Fcb, S, T1;0, by 

J. H. Sobey. _, 

Cardijf.-Jan. 30, at Bethany Ch&pel, Eight, 
by D. B. Jones, . 

Cke.1ham, Buclrn.-J1tn. -, at London-road 
Chapel, Eight, by C. A. Ingram. 

Clay C,'On.-Feb. 3, Six, by W. Williams. 
Coleford, Gloucesterss.ire.-Jan. 16, Three, 

by W. H. Tetley. 
Oradley, near Birmingbo.n1.-Dec. 26, Three 

· by Mr. Morgan. 
Oreu,e,-J an. 30, Two, by F. J. Greeniug. 
Croesyparc, Peterotone-auper-Ely .-Jan. 23, 

Two, by G. Thomas. 
Derryneil, Castlewelmn, Ireland.-Feb. G, 

Two, by D. Macrory. 
Dewsbu,.,1,-Jan. 26, Five, by N. H. Sb1tw. 
D·11nfermli•e.-Feb. 2, Four, by J. T. Hagen. 
Erit/c-Feb, 10, Five, by J. E. Martin. 
Eythorne, Kcnt.-Jan. ·30, Two, by John 

Stubbs, 
Fenny Stratford.-Jan. 26, Five, by A. Brain. 
Four Crosses, Festiuiog.-Feb. 2, One; Feb. 

6, Six, by E. Parry. 
GrMI Grims/,y. - Upper Burgess-street 

Chapel, Jan. 30, Five, by E. Lauderdale. 
Great Ellingham, Norlolk.-Jan. 23,, Three 

byJ. Toll. 
Great Leighs, Essex.-Jan. 23, One, by B. C. 

Sowerby. 
Holyhead.-Jan. 23, at Bethel Cc:hapel, Two, 

by R. Thomas. 
I:lonifortl,.-Dec. 31, Two, by Mr. Stead; 

Jan. 2, Four, by J. Harper. 
I:lemyocl:, Devon.-Feb. 6, Three, by E. Scott. 
J(ilmarnocl,;, Jan.16, _One, by A. H. Young, 

1I.A. 
Kfrksta/1.-Jan. 2, Two, by Mr. Stead. 
Ltecls.-J an. ~O, at Hunslet Tabernacle, 

Seventeen, by J. Hillman. 
Lenton.-Feb. C,Three, by Jam"" Parkinson. 
Leu:e,.-Jan. 23, One, by W. J. ScoU. 
Littl• London, ,Villenhall.-Jan. 30, Two, by 

W.Gill. 

El;~w:i~;~an. 80, at Soho-street, Two, by 

L/andilo, Radnor.-Jan. 9, at Moriah, One, 
by W. Jenkins. 

Lochgilphead.-Feb. 6, Two, by F. Forbes. 
Lumb, Lancashire.-Jan, 30. Five, by D, 

George. 
Mealham.-Fab. 6, One, by W. Millington. 
Me!tham, Yorkshire.-Feb. 5, One, by 1, 

Alderson. 

M,tropol{ tan Di&tri<J :-

Clapto11.-Fab. 3, at the Downs Cho.po~ 
Three, by T.V. Tymms. 

Commercial-read C'hapel.-Jan. 30, Five, b1 
J, Fletcher. 
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E,ifldd TO>C11, N.-Feb. 3, Three, by G. W. 
White. 

Hat:lcney-road, E.-Feb. 5, at Pro..,.idence 
Chapel, Fourteen, by W. Cuff. 

J•hfwtrut, Edgeware-road.-Jan. 2, Four, 
b;r J. 0. Fell owes. 

Pel:l:ham, S.E.-Feb. 3, at Park-road, Eight, 
by T. Tarn. 

M•tropolitm. TGl>ernaci,.-Jan. 31, Thirteen; 
Feb. 3, Fifteen, by J. A. Spurgeon. 

Mon Side • ....Je.n. 30, Three, by B. Chenery. 
Naroorth.-Feb. 13, Five, by B. Thomas. 
Neath.-Feb. 13, Five, by A. F. Mills. 
N""' Wl<ittmgt.m.-Feb, 6, ~ix, by R. T. Lewis. 
Neyland.-Feb. 3, One, by M. H. Jones, 
Ogdm, nea.r RocMale.-Jan, 30, Four, by A. 

E.lGreeniug. 
Pole Moor, near Hudderafield.-Feb, 6, One, 

by James Evau.s. 
Porthcawl, Glam.-Jan. 23, Two, by D. T. 

PhillipB, 
Part.ono:uth.-Feb. 21 a.t · Ls.ke-:rnad, Land

porl, Four, by T. W. Medhurst. 
Rhos, lfouutait1 Ash (Welsh).-Feb. 6, Nme, 

by W. Willmms. 
Risca.-Feb. 6, at Betha,ny, English Cha:pe\ 

Eight, by Thomas Thomas. 
Sard1·s1 Pembrokeshire.-Feb. 13, Three, by 

W.Gay. 
Sheemess-on-Sea.-Feb. 2, Three, by J. R. 

Hadler. 
_&>uthampton.-Jan. 30, at Carlton Chapel, 

F1ve, by E. Osborn. 
Southport.-Dec. 27, Eight; Jan. 26, One, by 

L. Nuttall. 
St. Helen's-Zane. - Jan. -, at Park-road 

Chapel, One, by J. Hamilton, 
Stockton-on-Tee,,-Feb. 6, Si:,:, by H. Moore. 
Treorl:ey, Rhondda Valley.-Jan. 30, for the 

EntI!ah Church, Three, by D,miel Davies: 
Ulverstone.-Feb. 2, Three, by T. Lardner. 

Th~:':i~.~ry Leigh, Wilts.-Feb. 2, Six, by W. 

Wheelo-ct Heath, Cheshire-.-J&n. 30, Nine; 
Feb. 6, Seven, by R. Pedley. 

Wrexham.-Jan. 26, Two, by T. D. Thomu,s, 
Le;;:;·~a, Pontypridd.-Jan. 16, Four, by L. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
{T is with feelings of sadness that we 
B ave to announce the death of Dr. 

tlllNs, ono of the oldest and most 
trusted of the editor's friends. Our 
departed friend was born at Oldham, 
December 18, 180,3, and his earliest 

recollections were associated with Wes
leyans. As a. child, he tells na, he 
became interested in the public services 
of the sanctuary ; and snch were his 
predilections far preaching that hiB 
fond mother fully believed that her son 
would one day grace the pulpit. At 
four years of age his mother died; soon 
after he was sent to the school of Mr. 
Neale, at Chester. 

On lea-ving Chester, Jabez Burns 
found another tutor in the Re-v. William 
Winter, the master of the Grammar
school at Oldham. This change was 
the means of conferring lasting benefit 
on the young scholar, and the obliga
tion was ne-ver forgotten. In su bse
quent years, Mr. Burns visited this 
friend of his childhood. "I was then 
minister and author," he Temarks, "and 
called upon him in 'his old age, and pre
sented my earliest book, when I ha,1 
the inexpressible pleasure of having 
his blessing, with tears of awakonocl 
sympathy and love streaming down his 
face. 

Eady Life and Strugy{es. 

At fourteen, Mr. Burns entered a 
drapery establishment at York. In tho 
cathedral city he at once made a num
ber of friends among the Wesleyan 
preachers, the Re-vs. Isaac Burton and 
A. E. Farrar being especial favourites. 
At York Mr. Burns was converted. 
Before he was sixteen, Mr. Burns com
menced preaching, taking for his first 
text tho Sa-viour's words, "Como unto 
Me, all yo that fabour and are heavy 
laden, and I will gi-ve you rest." 

.His master in York failed, and Mr. 
Burns accepted another business situa
tion in Bradford. Being pressed to 
preach, he did so to the best of his 
ability, and though as yet his sernwns 
were crude, and his.library consisted of 
only a dozen -volumes, he fo1rnd many 
admirers. He now became a hard 
reader; he stored up knowledf;e rapidly, 
and he considered that at this stage he 
contracteu that book feyer which clung 
to him for life. Theology became big 
delight. 

After leaving Bradford Mr. B1.0rns 
Bnpcrintcmlecl a bookseller's businoss 
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at Keighley during three years, and 
though he assiduously attended to busi
ness by day, he felt at liberty to read 
his employer's wares by night. In the 
commercial troubles which occurred 
soon after his marriage, in 1824, Mr. 
Burns lost his situation, and. le,i. ving 
his wife and son behind, he came to, 
London to push his fortunes, with 
scanty means and few friends. When 
he aITived in London, he found the 
town in the midst of a commercial 
crisis, so that hi~ prospects were any
thing but encournging. In due time, 
however, a situation was procured. 
"My greatest difficulty," he says, when 
speaking of this period, " with the nu
merous tempting bookstalls in my every
day walk, was to supply my home 
manager with the means of house
keeping, and purchasing every attrac
tive V?lume that came in my way, and 
sometimes the conflict was se,ere be
tween books and bread.." In London 
he changed his vicv.-s on the subject of 
baptism. 

Soon after his baptism at Suffolk
street Chapel, Mr. Burns produced his 
first literary work, the Christian Sketc!t 
!3ook, and his preaching engagements 
m and about London now became 
increasingly numerous. Thus he la
b?ured on until tho year 1829, when 
circumstances led to his removal to 
Scotland. 

In Edinbnrgh, Dundee Perth and 
Leith,_ a kind of Christian' missio~ was 
orgamsed by a few friends, und :iifr. 
Bu~ns becam~ the chief leading agent, 
takmg up his residence at the two 
latt~r places successively. Ilis daily 
duties were now in strict accordance 
with his tastes, and his advancement 
in . knov.-Iedge "-as correspondingly 
rapid. He conducted a periodical called 
the Cliristian Jli.,cellany, sent forth his 
second volume of the Spin'tual Cabinet 
so that his pen and some six or seve~ 
public services a v.eek, as he tcUs us 
gave him" sufficient healthful labour.': 
He went through :fiye years of elTectfre 
service in the Korth, and then returned 
to London in the spring of 1835 to take 
charge of the congregation in Church
street Chapel, E<'g,rnre-road. 

London Labours and Snccesses. 

The church in London over which 
he was now settled as pastor was in a 
low condition. Yet he set manfully to 
work, and was successful in his en
d.ea vours to supplement his ministerial 
income by tho earnings of his pen. 
U sefnlness was his constant aim, so 
th_at in his old age he was able to say, 
with honest , truthfulness, " I haye 
never mado human praise or pecuniarv 
gain the end of my writing, but hav·e 
cast my book-seed on the waters, ex
pecting to find such results as pleased 
God after many days." Thus he pur
sued his conrse of honour and useful
ness until his services wero grace
fully recognised by his receiving " th~ 
honour of D.D." from the UniYersity 
of ~riddletown, Connectic1;1t, in 1 M6, 
and the ~egree of LL.D. m 18i2, the 
last hanng been conferred bv Bates' 
College, Lewiston, :Maine. On this 
su?ject our friend remarked, "Not 
bemg always the best judges of our 
own intellectual and moral health, I 
have submitted to the doctoring pro
cesses of these celebrated 1nstitntions, 
and have not questioned the wisdom OT 

kindness they' have exhibited toward8 
me.~' 

Dr. Burns' succc.~s, hoth as a pastor 
and as an author, continued to the last. 
He was an extensive traveller, antl 
an uncompromising champion of the 
temperance cause. Always a devoted 
Chr!stian, ki~d.-hearted, and sympa
thetic, a laborious student and a vio-i
lant yastor, his memory will lo;g 
remam green among the chm·ches of 
which he v.as ut onco tbe servant and 
the ornament. 

Beginning of t!te E,ul, and Deatl,, 

The earliost evidence of organic 
debility occurred in the month of No
Yember, 1874, when, owing to some 
burns accidentally receiYed during the 
deli vory of a lecture in his chapel Dr. 
Burns suddenly fainted, and rem;ined 
in that state for half an hour, to the 
great alarm of all present. In tho 
February of last year he was seized 
',Yith pleurisy ancl inflammation, which 
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kept him from his pulpit three Lord's
days-his longest term of such absence, 
through illness, for forty years. . This 
attack was seriously complicated with 
disordered action of the heart, which 
made his recovery very incomplete, 
·s.nd left a depressing languor, against 
which he contended with a resolution 
that, unhappily, tended to aggravate 
the disease. It was apparent to anxious 
observers that his refusal to take abso
lute rest from public labours was 
gradually rendering. their performance 
less easy, and more subject to injurious 
reactions. On the evening of Sunday, 
November 21, he referred in warm and 
eulogistic language to the ministerial 
career of Dr. Brock, then recently de
ceased, and concluded his discourse by 
quoting the pathetic words, " Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his." On the fol
lowing Tuesday Dr. Burns spoke at a 
Temperance meeting, and on Thursday, 
November 25, though feeling veTy un
equal to the effort, he left London to 
address a large meeting in Southampton ; 
but becoming too ill to pToceed, he 
alighted at the Farnborough Station, 
and sank insensible upon the pla tfonn. 
He received every attention from tho 
company's servants, and next day was 
conveyed to his own house in a very 
exhausted state. The intense cold had 
induced temporary congestion of the 
lun~s, and had aggravated the more 
senous malady. :Medical appliances 
and the best nur~ing failed to produce 
tnuc~ sensible benefit, though Dr. R. 
Quam, who was calle,l in for consul
~~ion, gave hope of a partial recovery. 

18 interest in ChuTch affairs, how
ever, continued as keen as ever ; and 
to his younger son and co-pastor of the 
church, he confided short letters to be 
Lad to the congregation t)l'ice each 

0rd's Day. In these touching com
tn~nications he repeatedly avowed his 
resignation to the Divine will, and 
:~~bited a yearning solicitude for the 
/

1ritua1 good of tho people to whom W~ so long a period he had ministered. 
,., lthone exception these pastoral letters 
ls[e ~ontinued up to Sunday, January 

h, 1nclusive, after which he was not 

able to make any use of the pen with
out 6'Teat difficulty. It was now 
evident that the vigour of his constitu
tion, which had excited the wonder of 
his medical attendants, was fast suc
cumbing to the disease ; but the mind 
naturally and up to the last reverted 
to religious thoughts and aspirations, 
whenever the pressure of the malady 
was reduced, until, at about half-past 
six o'clock on Monday night, 31st 
January, the dismission came, leading, 
without a struggle, "to the life beyond 
life," " for ever with tho Lord." On 
Saturday, February 5th, his remains 
were interred in the Paddington Ceme
tery, amonggt a large concourno of 
weeping friends. The service was 
conducteJ by the Rev. G. W. :l<IcCree. 
On the .following Sunday special 
services were pTeached at Church
stTeet Chapel by Dr. Angus and W. A. 
Bll)ke. On Sunday, the 13th, the Rev. 
J. Clifford preached, and on tho 
:'.\Ionday, the 14th, the Rev. J.P. Chown 
preached. Sermons were also prcache,l 
at Borough-road Chapel by G. W. 

· l\IcCrec, at Bow Chapel by J. H. Blake, 
anrl at Park Chapel, Brentford, by 
W. A. Blake. 

REY. JOSEPH PREECE, of Westbury, 
Wilts, died on the 1st of December 
last, at the age of eighty-three, having 
continued in active Christian work 
until within a single Sabbath of his 
removal. Mr. Preece's labours as a 
p_reacher had extended over nearly 
sixty years, for he began to use his 
talent in speaking for the Master very 
soon after his conversion, which took 
place when he was a youth of nineteen. 
He was born in a small village near 
Hereford, at that time a very be
nighted part of England in regard to 
evangelical religion. The writer of 
this notice has often heard Mr. Preece 
describe the scenes of violence which 
interrupted the first attempts of him
self and other Baptist evangelists to 
preach the Gosp<ll in the rural parts 
of his native county. The clergymen 
of the parish would often take the 
lead in mobbing the unwelcome inter
lopers, and in threatening them with 
the horsepond, a threat which was 
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sometimes carried out in earnest. 
After a short time spent in home 
missionary work of this rough and 
self-denying chara.cter, Mr. Preece 
settled as pastor at Ten bury, in 
Worcestershire, where he remained 
for eleven years. He afterwards took 
charge of the churches at Kenchester 
and W oodchester ; and from the last
named place·he removed in 1839 to 
Westbury, the scene of his translation 
to higher service in heaven, after con• 
tinuous work of the happiest and 
mo■t successful kind for the long 
period of thirty-six years. The last 
ten years of this pastorate were 
perhaps the most prospel'Ous of all, 
and to the last he was able to labour 
with a zeal and activity that were 

often envied as well as admu-ed ~ 
much younger men. During the 
closing period of his pastorate at 
W estl:iury, the chapel was rebuilt -At 
considerable cost, the congregation 
doubled, and the church increased hy 
more than the half of its previous: 
membership. Mr. Preece's illness was 
very short ; its nature was acute 
bronchitis, brought on by the severe 
weather at the beginning of the pre. 
sent winter. His remains were in
terred in the ,;yestbury Cemetery, it 
will be remembered, on December 7th, 
and on the same evening hi■ death 
was improved to an overflowing eon, 
gregation by the Rev. W. :Barnes, of 
'l'ruwbridge. 
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A DIRECT CHALLENGE FOR DEFINITE PRAYER.• 

~ 8:&BJION DELIVERED A.T THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY O, H. SPURGEOa. 

"And Jesus 1U1Bwered and said unto him, Wha.t wiJt thou that I should do unM 
thee?"-MARK x. 51. 

No doubt our Lord's disciples imagined that He was going up to Jerusalem 
to take unto Himself the kingdom. They hoped that they should be 
partakers of that earthly grandeur which they ha.d fondly pictured would 
glitter around the person of the Son of David. When, therefore, tlm 
blind man ventured to cry out clamorously to Him whom they esteemed 
fib be a great King, they thought it a daring intrusion. Who was the SOil 
of Timreus that he should say, '' Thou Son of David, have mercy OR 
me" 1 They were all anxious to hush the voice of misery in the presence 
of so much majesty. But our Lord Jesus Christ did not spurn the blind 
man's pu.yer as intrusive or impertinent. He was not angry with him. 
He did not even pass on without taking any notice. What Be did was to 
stand still, and command the tnan to be brought to Him. 

May we not draw some comfort from the thought that our prayers 
never are intruijions 1 Whenever we go before God in deep distress, He 
is always ready to hearken to our cry. Wha1otever grand purpose or 
momentous project engage His mind, He will be surely attentive to the 
longings of His needy suppliants. Though our Lord Jesas Chri6t is &.t 
this moment King ~f kings and Lord of lords, and inconceivably gloriowi, 
though hosts of angels count it their highest delight to <lo His bidding\ 
yet He bears in heaven the same heart towards sinners which He had Oll 
earth. Aruidst the thunders of the everlasting hallelujahs, He can deteet 
the sighs of the prisoners, the plaints of the sufferers, and the groans of 
the contrite. He will halt to give heed to the requests of blind beggars; 
and in His pity He will relieve their distress. Should not this encourage 
those of you who are seeking Him 1 Whatever Satan may suggest to the 
contrary, take this passage of God's Word for your cheer. lie did hear 
the blind man's cry when He was upon earth, and He will hear you nt>w 
t.hat He is in heaven. And you, backsliding child of God, difficult as you. 
may find- it to pray, if enabled to vent your griefs, your sighs shall 1M 
heard, your tears shall be seen, and you shall certainly have an audience . 
~m Hirn who delighteth in mercy. There ar11 times even with those who 
fore nearest to _God when they fall into despondeueies, and imagine tha.t 
their voiee is shut out from heaven's gate, but it is not so. When :t'cannot 
<1?me to God as a saint, what a mercy it is that I may come to Him as a 
etnner ! And if I have lost all my evidences, what a blessing it is that I 
need not stop to find them, that I may go to the mercy seat without 
any! 

"Jnst e.B I e.m without one plea, 
But that Hie blood was shed for me," 

When, reduced to the utmost beggary as to internal grace, I find myself 
llaked, and poor, 'and miserable, I may still hear God saying to me, '' I 

"' 'l'his ~errncm being Oopyright, the righi of reprinUu.lS and translating is reBel'fflli, 
No. 209, NEw SERIES. 
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counsei thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, and white raiment that thou 
mayest be clothed." In our worst estate prayer is still efficacious. Long 
as we live let us pray." Until ye hear the bolts of perdition fast closed 
upon you, and ye are shut up in hell, doubt not the right of petition, or 
the prevalence of your earnest plea. There is an ear to hear in heaven SO· 

long as there is a heart to plead on earth. 
Let this first impression be riveted on your minds, and you will, I 

trust, be prepared for three further reflections which I now wish to intro
duce to you. 

I. Our Lord, before be healed the blind man, said to him, "What wilt 
thou that I should do unto thee 1" Hence I infer THAT IT IS IMPORTANT A 
SEEKING SINNER SHOULD KNOW WHAT IT IS THAT HE REALLY WAN.TS, AND 
SOMETIMES CHRIST DELAYS TO GIVE SALVATION UNTIL MEN ARE BROUGHT 
MORE CLEARLY TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS COMPREHENDED IN TH.AT INESTIM
ABLE BLESSING, 

A large proportion of those persons who express a certain desire to be 
saved, have no Scriptural idea whatever of what being saved is. I am 
afraid that many who profess to have found salvation are really the victims 
of religious excitement, greatly moved by the exhortations they have 
heard, yet little or in no degree enlightened as to the fundamental truths 
on which a good hope is based. · 

The most current idea, of course, is, that to be saved means to be 
delivered from going down into the pit, from enduring the sentence 0£ 
everlasting perdition. That it does comprise that we grant you, though 
that is far from being its sole intent. This is a result of salvation, though 
it is not the essence of salvation as it is discovered to the souls of the re
deemed. Men are saved, blessed be God, many years before the time of 
death, and conscious of being saved, too. In some respects they are as 
thoroughly and perfectly saved as they will be when they get to heaven. 
Salvation is not postponed till the day of jndgmeut, when thou shalt have 
deliverance from hell; it may be enjoyed here on earth when thy sins are 
forgiven, and thou art redeemed from the present evil world. 

Or it may be that you have a vague impressioa that salvation consists 
in the pardon of your sins. This is true, but it does not compass all the 
truth. When thou sayest, "I would have my sins forgiven," dost thou 
know what sin is 1 Hast thou ever had any clear view of what it reallY' 
means? We use certain terms and common words often, I fear, without 
a corresponding thought in our minds. Know, then, that thou hast 
broken God's law, both by omitting to do what thou shouldest have done,, 
and by not doing that which thou shouldst have done. Those ten com
mands which thou wilt find in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, are like 
so many looking-glasses, in which thou canst see what thou hast done, and 
what thou hast not done; what crimes they are which cry out against 
thee before the judgment throne of God, which will certainly drag thee 
down to hell unless thou be delivered from the dread penalty. Consider,, 
too, the heavy weight, as well as the grievous guilt, of sin. Hast thou 
felt the load and burden of sia ? "A stone is heavy and the sand 
weighty," saith Solomon; but, ah J what specific gravity will compare 
with sin ! Well might David groan beneath the load : "Mine iniquities 
are gone over mine bead ; as a heavy burden they are too heavy for me:" 

All the burdens that may devolve upon you through the toils of life 
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the calamities of the world, or the visitations of Providence, cannot equal 
ihe load of sin, for this is a burden that oppresses the conscience, crushes 
the heart, and paralyses every faculty of the soul " The spirit of a man 
will sustain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit who can bear 1" A con
science stricken with a sense of sin will readily interpret that wounded 
spirit which is not bearable for a man. Were that terrible incubus to rest 
long upon him, his spirit would fail utterly before the Lord. If mercy did 
not come spi:edily to their rescue men might soon lose their wils, and 
become frantic, despondency leading to despair, and despair to insanity. 
Oh, how venomous the poison of sin when the arrows stick fast and fester. 
Hast thou known what sin is 1 If not I am afraid thy prayer will be 
unmeaning as that of James and John, to whom it was said, " Ye know not 
what ye ask." Have you ever had an idea, when asking for the forgive
ness of sin, what sin really deserves 1 what kind of recompense it justly 
demands 1 Let it always be repiembered by us that every sin we have 
committed exposes us to the wrath of God-a wrath that is represented 
by terrible pictures in God's Word, as a flame that is never quenched, a 
fire that never ceases to burn. In order to deliver us from this penalty, it 
wa.s absolutely necessary that some one else should bear this punishment 
on our behalf. I do not think that we intelligently ask for the pardon of 
sin unless we have some view of the crucified Saviour, the slaughtered 
Lamb, who stood in our room and stead, and put away sin by the sacrifice 
of Himself. Ahl seeking soul, if thou knowest the weight of sin, aud if 
thou knowest that Christ carried it, then canst thou say, "Lord, I would 
have my sins forgiven,'' in answer to the question," What wilt thou that 
I should do unto thee 1" 

And yet salvation includes more than deliverance from hell and a free 
pardon; for it emancipates the soul from its dominant power. Those 
among us who are saved from tbe guilt of sin are abundantly J)Onscious 
that we are not fully released from the power of sin in our own breasts, 
Loved ones who have passed beyond the stars, and see God's face without 
a ,eil between, are saved, completely saved, from indwelling sin, but none 
of us here enjoy that blessed emancipation, though there be some who 
boast a perfection it were hard to prove; but, alas, they slightly prejudice 
their profession by their pride. Still salvation, from the despotic power 
of sin, must be achieved, and in a high degree it must be compassed, by all 
believers, or they shall never see God's face with acceptance. Brethren, 
we must have our reigning sins subdued. Know ye not that no drunkard, 
or whoremonger, or covetous person that is an idolater, can have any 
inheritance in the Kingdom of God 1 These sins must be cut off: they 
must be" slain, and overcome. And so far as any other sins are concerned, 
they must be no longer citizens of the heart. You must look upon them as 
intruders and aliens that are to be driven out, like the Canaanites out of 
the land of promise. Mortify, therefore, your members; subdue your 
lusts, overcome your corruptions. "But," the man replies, "how can I 
do this 1 " A most fitting question ! Thou canst not do it, but Christ 
says, "What wilt thou that I should do unto thee 1'' His power is equal 
to every emergency. There is no sin too strong for Christ. During His 
sojourn on earth, there was no devil that He could not cast out, so there 
is no sin which He cannot eject and eradicate. A legion of devils fled at 
the fiat of our Lord. Doubt not that legions of furious lusts and fiery 
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tempers can be overcome by the mith · that pleads His prevailing, D,&1D&
B1-ethren, let us never sit down content with small degrees of aanctifioatioo. 
Reason not with yourselves a.s though ye could never get beyond your pre
sent dwarfed stature. Others have outgrown it. There h~ve been IDE\D
far more d'stinguished for piety and humility and every grace than we 
are. The attainments to which the Master has led them are acceill!ible to all 
saints under the aa.me guidance, through the same Divine power. Let us 
a.spire to holiness. Let us follow after it with fresh ardour. Be not sati11-
fied merely to live, but seek to grow; be not content, to remain babe" 
taking your portion of milk, but seek to be strong men who shall enjoy 
the strong meat of the Word of God. 

Now, I believe there are hundreds of persons who have no desire to be 
saved, and would rather not be saved, if this is what salvation means. Why, 
man, if you are saved you will be saved from those pleasurable sins in 
which now you are wont to revel. Some of you when you get a holiday, 
following the inclinations of a corrupt hea.rt and a vicious taste, hie you off 
-to haunts where birds of your own feathercongregatfl. Should you be savetl. 
you will seek far different society. The company you now love you will 
then hate, and the pleasures you enjoy so much now, will become as 
detestable a.s they were delightful to you. When you say, "Lord, sa.ve 
me," do you mean," Lord, save me from being what I am ; Lord, I ha.ve 
been a drunkard, make me sober ; I have been unchaste, ma.ke me pure; I 
have been dishonest, make me upright; I have been deceitful, make me 
to speak the truth to my neighbour: I have been violating Thy statutes. 
make me mindful of Thy Word; I have been Thine enemy, Lord, make me 
Thy friend; I have made my belly my God, now do Thou be my God; I 
desire to be reconciled to Thee, so that Thy will shall be my will, Thy ser
vice my delight, and Thy way the path whfoh I shall choose" 1 Do 
you mean that 1 If any man says honestly, "I do desire to be saved from 
sin," I dc:I not think you will long have such a desire ungratified; -but the 
Lord .Jesus will say, "Thy faith bath made thee whole." He can a.ad He 
will save you if that is what you mean. 

As for you good Christian people who are seeking the conversion of 
sinners, try to go about it in Christ's own way. It is right for you to exhol't 
them to believe in Christ. I like to hear you sing 

"There is life in a. look e.t the Crueifi.ed One,'' 

but do recollect that a man must have some understanding, ·both of what 
sin is, and of what the Saviour is, before he can believe, for 1' faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Endeavour, therefore, to 
instruct persons in the Gospel. Merely to exhort them to believe; simply
to cry, ":Believe, believe, believe!" is of little worth, however earnest a 
man may be in raising_ that cry, for the sinner naturally inquires, 11 What 
is it that I have to beheve 1 On whom am I t.o believe 1 For what reason 
am I to believe 1 Why do I need tQ. believe 1'1 So, go about your work 
of soul-wil,ming in the power of the Holy Spirit. Go about it intelligentlr, 
undersmnding that as Jesu~ Christ would not open the blind man's eyes 
till be had first made him state, not for Christ's information, but for th.e 
man's own COO'noscence, what it was that he wanted, a.nd made him say 
"Lord, that I° may receive my sight," so must you endeavour, when you 
tell out the Gospel, to let men know what their need of ~ha.t Gospel is, give 
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them not merely tbe-expoatulations, the 'al'lmonitions, and the exhortatioWJ 
df'thv Goepel. bnt give them its instnetiODS likewise. Or else you go and 
bid ·tb.em come and there-is no feast~ you invite them. to the watel'B, but 
~ do :not tell them what th9 waters are. Let it be with you then, henee
fodh, ro imitruct sinners in the wa.y of the Lard. As Da.rid says, " Then 
will I teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners shall be oonTel'ted unto 
'l'ltee-."' 

We will· le!L-.e that first homity, lllld- proceed to a lle'!ond. 
II. Oµr text clearly indicates to us all TBE GRENZ' NECESS'Iff o'F'PRAnito 

Wl'PR .A. DIBBCl'-011.TECT. -
Thie poor man was not allowed t@ prny in general. "Thou Son of 

Darid, hlA'e mercy upon me: " a very proper pr&yer, and a Tery bles!!ed 
prayer, but ·certainly it was a very wide prayer. So he was encouraged to 
be mote specific in his request. " What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee 1 Thou aek8llt for mercy ; what form of merey dost thou need 1 In 
what pa.rticular shape shall the bountiful hand dispeuil8 the mercy to 

· thee,1 " The blind man at once replies, "Lard, that I may receive my 
eight." He hits the mark with precision. It is sjght he wants, and for 
eight he asks. This is the right way for believers to pray. I wish we had 
more of it in our prayer meetings ; I do not 6.nd fault, for we have had 
blessed seasons of prayer here ; but, rest aasured that those are the best 
prayeni in a.U respects, if they be earnest and sincere, which go most 
diPeetly to the point. You know there is a 'ftfay of -praying in the clt1set, 
lllld praying in the family, in which you do nat ask for anything. You 
.,- a great many good things, introduce much of yoor own experience, 
llffiew· the doctrines of grace very thoughtfully, but you do not ask for 
anything in particular. Such prayer is always uninteresting to listen to, 
and I think it mnst be nther tedious to thoae who off'er it. A negro who 
Wall noted for his great earnestness in -prayer was once asked how· it WM 
tha\; ~ he prayed he seemed to be so earnest, and he said, "Because 
lahra.ys have an errand when I go to the King; I always ha Ye an errand; 
l pt& Him kn.awing that I want something, and I ask Him for it, and I 
ltop till He gives it to me ; and if H~ does not give it to me, I ask Rim 
~- and again, for I know what I am at.'" Of what avail were it to 
Jteep on geing in and out of a. ban:ker's door- all day, if you ha.ve DO business 
to tranea«t and nothing t.o get, but it is quite diiferent when yo11 go up to 
~ couuter with your eh,eque and reeeive in retnrn the golden sovereigu. 
lt- 1ftlald be very uninteresting to wait upon Her Majesty every morning 
anll evening with an address 'which merely said, "Yem Majesty'111 attached 
ad mOBt lc,yal 1tnbject," if you never asked for anything. Yet ho-w mtreh 
JJr:&:rer ef that kind is addressed to heaven; sheet lightning prayer-n~ 
Ui-e forked flash that does the work ; like shootiJl&' arrows up at the moon, 
a.tead of imitating David, when he ea.id, "In the morning will I direc# my 
pl'liyer 1lllto Thee.'' He looked at the target, marked the bull's-eye, then 
the,,- the bow ; and after he had shot the arrow he adds, •• And will look 
-.P,' .. __ if to see whether the arrow really went to the mark, whether th~ 
P!&)'er had aped with God so th&t -a. gracious answer would be given. 
Should we net sometimes, when alone, and about to pray, sit down a little 
lrhile> to, ooasider what we a.re about to ask W Should we not often pray 
better if we recollected that the pl'eparation of the heart in man as weU 
aa the answer o( the tongue is from the Lord, and that the preparation of 
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the heart precedes the answer of the tongue 1 In offering OUT, sacrifices to 
God this helter-skelter ill beco111es us. Not with heedless step should we 
rush into His presence. The decorum which ie due to a k.injl'e court 
might ·admonish us of the reverence due to the King of kings. Although 
we enjoy the privileged familiarity which permits us to say" Our Father" 
as dear children of the Lord of heaven and earth, let us never forget the 
humility that becomes us, the profound obeisance we owe as subjects of 
the great King. Tenderly He asks ; devoutly may we answer, "What 
wilt thou that I should do unto Thee 1 " 

Now, dear friends, let me challenge a plain answeT to a plain question. 
A,i you are sitting here in this house, what is your desire before the Lord ! 
Let your conscience make such a reply that when you get home you may 
intelligently, in the closing prayer of the day, approach the Lord for what 
you want. What is the uppermost desire of your soul,1 Perhaps with 
some it is that some besetting sin may be overcome. " Oh! " say you, 
" what would I give could I but get rid of that bad temr,er of mine ! It 
is my daily cross, and I do not want to harbour it.' ''Ah!" says 
another, "I am so unbelieving, a little trouble soon casts me down ; oh! 
that I could get rid of my unbelief!" Well now, very likely, dear friends, 
the sin you ought to pray against is one you are not striving against. 
Were I to come to you in the aisle, and take you by the button-hole, and tell 
you what your principal sin is, you would feel very vexed with me, for we 
are apt to resent the faithfulness of those who tell us of our faults, To 
touch the tender place makes the nerves tingle, and it seems like wilful 
torture. When somebody complains of something which our conscience 
does not endorse, we take it k,,·dly, and accept their good intentions, 
thinking that had they known· us better they would have este!)med us 
more highly; but if they really touch the sores where most they smart, we 
do not admire their treatment. The flush we feel-the blush we fain 
would hide. Yet cloak not now the vice which an Omniscient God 
discerns. Let this be a time of heart-searehing, Say now, "Lord, is my 
sin covetousness 1 '' That is a sin which never yet did I hear a man 
confess. A Roman Catholic priest, who had heard the confessions of some 
two thousand persons, said he had heard men confess heinous iniquities of. 
every kind, even murder and adultery, but that he never had heard any 
man confess covetousness. This is a crime they christen, and ea.II it by 
another name. A covetous man thinks ·he is prudent ; he is just layh!g 
by a little money for a rainy day. His greed, he tells you, is not tp gratify 
himself, but a generous impulse to provide for his family; for their v;:iv11s 
and their children, they would have us believe, that they waste their 
streng~ and wither their souls. Nevertheless, their fortune ia their 
falla.cy. To grip and to grasp, to have and to hold, is their desire so long 
as they live, and late enough they commonly leave it before they devise to 
their dear ones the possessions they can no longer retain. Alas! we are 
often wicked enough to try to make our_ affection an excuse for our 
avarice. Let us come to the point honestly. When we are dealing with 
our sin let us confess it with all its iniquity and its heinousness. Do not 
dissemble by accepting a small share in a public company. David, when 
he wanted full discharge; said, "Deliver me from blood-guiltiness." He 
acknowledged the atrocity when he sought the atonement-" Forgive my 
blood-guiltiness,"-as one who saw his crime in the light of its conse-
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quence, not as one who attempted to palliate •it with va~n excuses, "What 
wilt thou that I should do unto thee in that matter 1 '' 

Jf thou hast no particular sin to confess-if that is not thy uppermost 
anxiety at this time-what, then, is thy petition 1 what want hast thou to 
be supplied 1 Is it some great want 1 hast thou numerous little wants1 
they may all be told to God. Get a clear idea of what it is that thou 
really dost need that He should do for thee, knowing that whatsoever thy 
necessities may be there is the promise, "My God shall supply all your 
need,"-not some of it, but "all your need;'' not He may do it, but He 
shall do it ; not you will have to supply it yourselves, but He will supply 
it; "My God shall supply all your need," Think, therefore, what your 
want is, and then go to God. Is there any choice blessing that you desire 1 
Get a clear idea of the blessing before you pray for it. What form of 
blessing would you wish to have 1 Oh! if I might have my choice it 

· would be heavenly-mindedness. Oh! if a man could but get that, he need 
not make much account of where he lived nor what he had to eat, nor 
how much he slept, nor how much he suffered, for a heavenly mind is 
heaven. The mind makes its own heaven here below, and up above. 
Though doubtless heaven has a locality-yet it is much more a state. than 
a :place. Oh! for more heavenly-mindedness ! What is it thou wouldest 
have 1 Communion with Christ 1 Love to souls 1 .A broken· heart 1 
True humility 1 I may say of all these things-" The land is before thee, 
that thou mayoot go forward and possess it ; ask that thou wilt, and it shall 
be done unto thee." 

What promise is there that thou wouldest wish to have fulfilled to thee 
to-night 1 It is a good exercise to sit down before evening prayer, and 
look out the promise that seems most suitable, or to ask the Lord to lo0k 
it out for you, and apply it to your soul. Take this promise, if so be 
there is disease next door-" Lord, Thou Kast said, 'Thousands shall fall at 
thy side, and tens of thousands at thy right hand, but it shall not come 
nigh thee.' Lord, fulfil that promise now." .Art thou startled by a noise 
at dead of the night, then quote this promise-" Thou shalt not .be afraid 
of the terror by night." Perhaps it is shortness of provision that troubles 
you. Then here is another promise-" Thy bread shall be given thee, and 
thy water shall be sure." When you lost a key the other day, and could 
not open the drawer, what did you do 1 You sent out for a locksmith, 
11.nd in he came with a whole bundle of old rusty keys. What for T Why, 
he looked out one that fitted the lock of your drawer, and opened it for 
you at once. Now, many people's Bibles are just like that bundle of rusty 
keys. There is always a key in the Bible that will fit the wards in the 
lock of your necessities, if you would but seek till you find it. But some
times we are in distress, as Christian and Hopeful were in ])oubting 
Castle, and we have to say, as Christian did, " What a fool am I to lie 
rotting in this stinking dungeon, when I have a key in my bosom that I 
am persuaded would open every lock in Doubting Castle !" Search out 
the promises, then, and go before God with a distinct answer to the 
question-" What wilt thou ·that I should do unto thee 1" "Lord,, 
l would have that promise fulfilled, or that grace bestowed, or that want 
supplied, or that sin forgiven," 

So, dear friends, in intercessory prayer, it is very ~ecessary, I think, in 
Order to keep up our own interest in it, that we should have distinct 
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objeets. I do not find that I can pray for all mankind anything like IKl 

fervently as I can pra.y for my own children. I do not find that I can 
pray for the nation as: well as· I can.for London: When I pray for Londen, 
I seek to do it ea.meatly. It beho\'ea us to pray for all men, according to 
Scripture. All sorts ot"m.en are to be included in our supplications. I must, 
however, confess that I am most fervent in prayer whenirray for this. 
congregation, and that because I have the m~st vivid thought o this people,. 
and the cle11.rest idea of their present requirements. If you want to pray 
for any particular person, or any special object, the better you understand 
the ca.se you have in hand the warmer and livelier your pleading will be. 
There are people in this cbpel who have a.sked me to pray for them, 
Well, I have tried to do so, and I hope the Lord hea.rd my prayer. But since 
I have koown more of them, and found out where they live, and who they 
were, I can pray for them with more freedom than I could before. They 
were a sort of abstt-aetion to me once ; I have a definite acquaintance with 
them now. How easily you remember anything that is tied to something 
else, or linked by association with a place. T_hus you recollect a trans
action that occurred to you in the City of London. Every time that you 
go by the Bank, ju11t at on.e spot, you say-" I met so-and-so just here the 
day before he died." You will never forget it, but you think of it 
every time you go by. Or perhaps at the corner of a road in the country, 
jwit by a handspost, such and such a thing happened to you, and the site 
of land revokes the circumstance. ,Thus we recollect our friends in prayer 
when we get a knowledge of them, call them up before our mind's eye, 
and knit, as it were, their secret interests with what we have seen of tlulrn 
when we have talked to them, and been interested in their trials. Some 
good people have prayed for othera by name. Well, you cannot do that if 
you have a loug list, a.nd happen to be a busy man ; still, it is good to 
pray for others by name, if you can. I like those prayers, even in publie, • 
in which men do pray for others with some distirwtness. Oh ! what time 
we waste when we go beating round the bush! We know individuals 
·who pray for their minister with a circumlocution that distracts the 
listener. They travel round and round a. c1rcle.t. instead of going at once 
to the point. A man hardly likes to say "Lord, save my wife." He 
prefers talking about "those who are dear to us in the ties of conean~ 
guinity,ADdher who is the partner of our being." Yes, that sounds pretty, 
very pretty indeed, but would it not be as well if you said at once, " Lord, 
convert my wife 1" There is one brother here who does pray in that way 
at the prayer-meetings, and who uses those very words. When pleading 
with God, do let us come straight to the mark, knowing what we are at 
ourselves, and therefore statfog our case plainly in answer to the question. 
-" What wilt thou that I should do unto thee1" May the Lord tea.oh 
ue1 to pray in this distinct manner ! 

III. Time fails us, therefore we will only m.ention a third point; Ouz 
Lord Jesus Christ, in asking this question of the blind man, makes no 
RESE:&VATION, BUT THROWS OPEN THE l'LENITUDE OF HIS HEAJU' JIJiJ) T:E!A 
BOUNDLESSNESS OF . HIS l'OWF&. 

"What wilt thou that I show.d do unto thee 1" is tantamount to,sa:,~I 
"Whatever it is I will do it ; I can do it. Only tell me wha.t you w:a.nt 1 
There is no bound to the Saviour's ability. Nor does He pat a limit on 
the suppliant'■ leave to comaiaw:l the favour he desires. It was. not thtll,l 
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for the blind man to say "Lord, if thou wilt." He has the opportunity 
of procuring any boon he solicits. Mark, brethren, it is no question of 
"cau" with regard to Christ; the quest.ion is what do you desire 1 Now, 
sinner, observe, the Lord Jesus Christ did not stop to inquire about this 
man's blindness, whether he had been blind from his birth, or whether he 
, had been affected with a cataract or amaurosis, or any other form of ocular 
disease. He just said, " What wilt thou that I should do unto thee ?" 
lfo species of ophthalmia could baffle Him. In any form, or at any 
stage, it wa, pol!Sible for Him to cure it. The Lord J:esus Christ speaks to 
thee. He says to thee to-day-" Whosoever will 1et him come and take 
of the water of life freely." He does not say anything as to whether 
thou hMt be~n moral or immoral, whether thou hast been profane or 
i,engious, but simply, "What wilt thou that I should do unto thee 1" 
Thy blackest sins will disappear the moment the scarlet of the' blood 
touches them. Thy foulest crimes shall melt like snow as soon as the thaw 
begins. Thou canst not have sinned thyself beyond the reach of the lol!lg 
arm of Ch1·ist, nor can the weight of thy sin be too heavy for the back of 
Christ, the great Sin-bearer, to bear. Whatever thine iniquities, though 
ihey be red like scarlet, they shall be as wool, though they be as 
crimson they shall be whiter than snow. Some of us would have no hope 
ii we did not know that Christ will save the chief of sinners. We 
should long Eince have sunk into remorse and despair if we had not seen 
it written in letters, of gold-•' Him that cometh unto Me, I wil~ in no 
wise cast out," You know John Bunyan's hint about that text. He says, 
"Who is this ma.n 1 Who is thia 'Him that cometh r Why, any• him 
that cometh' in ,all tl:i.e world, be he who he may, he will in nowise, 
under no pretext, for no reason, and in no way, ever cast out." If 
thou comest to Christ, He will keep His word. He cannot he a liar. 
He must be as good as His own declaration. If thou comest to Him, He 
will not cast thee out. What wilt thou that He should do unto thee 1 

Oh,,. believer, hast thou a desire upon thy soul, hast thou a longing in 
thy heart, then Christ does not say that He will give thee this mercy, if 
it be possible,• but He is able to do for you exceeding abundantly above 
what you aak or even think. I hear that text still quoted by some of my 
brethren-" above all that we can ask or even think." I beg • their 
pardon; that is not a faithful quotation of Scripture. It says "above all 
that we ask or thiek"-above all that we do ask. God can open a man's 
mouth as wide as His mercies, and He can make us ask for anything, but 
Be generally does for us above all that we a"lk or think. Never keep thy 
mouth closed because thou thinkest the mercy to be too great. 11 He tha.t 
spared not His own Soo, but freely delivered Him up for us.all, hovr shall 
He not also with Him freely give us all things 't" Do not stint ~If. 
Enlarge thy d>esire. Open thy mouth·wide, and He wil~ fill it. He gives 
thee carte blanche; sue for what thou wilt, He puts it before thel', 
"Delight thyBf'Jf also in the Lord, and He.will give thee the desire of1hy 
Lee.rt." So may ,it beto 118, according to our taith, and His shall be the 
gloey, 
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GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

THE REVIVAL AT ROCKFOOT. 
PART IV. 

Srx months have passed away 
since the first 1·evival prayer meet
ing was held. Did it prove the first 
and th.i last 'l The reader will be 
gratified to hear that instead of 
coming to such a sudden and sad 
end, it proved the forerunner of 
many more of a similar character, 
equally profitable and JargPr still. 
How this came about, and the 
striking events that followed, will 
be best shown by making public 
a. private and characteristic letter 
sent at this date, by one of the 
members to an inquiring sister. 
The writer is our old and valued 
friend Mrs. Shepherd, who, of 
course, writes just as she talks; 
and that will ma.ke us like her 
letter all the better. 

Rockfoot Farm, Dec. 20th, 18-

DEAR SARAH,-" I intended to 
write to you before, but we have 
had so much to do on the farm that 
I could not find time for it. Some 
of the cattle, I am sorry to say, have 
suffered from the foot and mouth 
desease, and then I have had Johnny 
and Lizzie down with the measles, 
a.nd baby has aLio had a poorly 
bout with cutting its teeth, so that 
you will see my hands have been 
full enough without having to write 
letters. They are all, however, 
better now, which you will be glad 
to hear, and now as Shepherd is 
gone to market to sell a few sheep, 
and the children are enjoying them-

selves at a little birthday party, 
and the baby is sound asleep in the 
cradle, I thought while things were 
so quiet that I would sit down at 
once and try and write you a good 
long letter, and I only hope you 
won't be tired.of reading it before 
you get to the end of it. 

"You want to know if we haven't 
had a revival in our church a~ 
Rockfoot, and whether it'sagenuine 
one, and likely to be lasting; and 
you say you will thank me to send 
you the particulars. Yes, it's true 
we have had a revival in our 
church, and not before it was 
needed either. We had been in a 
poor state some time, and just as 
we were getting on a bit, Satan got 
his foot amongst us and made a 
stir, and so j;he end on't was our 
good minister began to think that 
it was about time for him to go. 
But before it came to that, as the 
Lord would have it, he preached a 
sermon about abundant Christian 
life, which roused us all up and 
caused us to have such a prayer 
meeting as I never saw at the place 
since I joined. We all fell to con
fessing our personal sins, and asking 
the Lord to pardon and sanctify us, 
and give us grace to live a more 
holy life in the future. Shep
herd and I were both at the meet
ing, and says he, as we came away : 
'W ell,J enny, I wouldn't have missed 
this meeting for ten shillings, it's 
done my soul so much good; I only 
wish some of our absent friends 
who talk of the meeting as "only a 
prayer meeting " had been with us 
to-night ; they would never have 
uttered that saying again ; they 
would have been so ashamed on't.' 
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'.A.nd BO they would,' says I. Well 
from that time all our meetings 
have been better attended, and the 
congregations on Sundays are getting 
on nicely. The chapel is not quite 
full yet, but if things continue to 
go on as they are it wiU soon be. 
Not a month passes but we have 
some fresh candidates, and they 
give so many signs of being truly 
converted, that it makes our chll-rch 
meeting like little Pentecosts, so 
different to what they used to be 
when nobody hardly went, and 
when they did go got no good for 
going. 

"Then it's right cheering to see 
how our own good minister is re
vived. You know I always liked 
him though a few didn't; but that 
didn't matter much, as it is a 
question if they would like anybody 
long, ~hey are so changeable. Still, 
for all that, it's astonishing how 
much better he preaches than he 
used to. When he comes into the 
pulpit it just seems as if he had 
come direot from the Mount with 
hie face shining like Moses, and he 
gives out the hymns, and reads the 
lessons and prays with such fe_el
ing that it seems quite to melt us 
all down; and then when he 
preaches it is so simple and instruc
tive, and full of good old Gospel 
truth, and he does so plead with 
poor sinners to seek their souls' 
.salvation, that I wonder that any
body can sit and listen to him 
without -being profited, and if they 
are not saved, without being con
verted and wanting to be baptised 
there and then. Indeed, when he 
was baptising the other Sunday 
night he spoke out BO about the 
duty of all to be immersed like the 
Lord Jesus, that a Methodist local 
preacher who had only been christ
ened, came outar..d walked straight 
down the aisle, and then before the 
whole congregation said he'd follow 

the Master at once through the 
water if they'd let him. So know
ing him to be a genuine character 
and honest, and a good Christian, 
Mr. Bright did as he wished, and 
baptised him partly in his Sunday 
clothes, and so he had to go home 
afterwards, partly dressed in some 
which the friends borrowed, and 
that were found nearly to tit him. 
Now wasn't that good 'i and wouldn't 
it be a grand thing if all Christians 
who have neglected their duty, 
would act up to their convictions 
and come straight out like that 1 

" Then I'm glad to inform you 
that our deacons are revived too. 
You know we always had, at least, 
one good. deacon-Mr. King. I 
was going to say that he didn't 
need reviving, but perhaps that 
would be going too far, only if he 
did nobody knew it, for everybody 
considered him such a good man, 
and he was always at his post as 
deacons should be. But Mr. Gunter 
did need a stirring up, for he was 
so full of business that he was 
rarely seen at a meeting; but I am 
told that he's hardly missed a meet
ing since, though once he was sadly 
tempted, and it happened in this way. 
He was just getting ready to start 
for the Tuesday evenini meeting, 
when in comes one ot his best 
customers with a large order that 
he wanted Mr. Gunter to attend to 
at once. 'But,' says Mr. Gllnter,' 
'I'm just going to our meeting.' 
'On! bother the meeting,' says he, 
'attend to this order; it's"so import
an,t.' ' Won't to morrow do ? ' asks 
Mr. Gunter. He said it wouldn't, · 
and if he didn't attend to him 
then, he'd give his order to some
body else. What to do the deacon 
didn't know. At first .he thought 
he'd stop, as it would only be for 
once, and he didn't want to lose 
such a. good order, but then he 
thought he heard a voice saying to 



him, 'Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousnesi,, and aH 
these things shall be added unto 
J'Olt·' So that settled him, and he 
left his customer and came to the 
meeting. He told us, however, 
that he was greatly tempted on the 
1'.0ad to go back, and not run the 
risk of losing his good customer as 
well as the order, but he lifted up 
his he~rt to God for help, and God 
g&Te him grace to go straight on. 
And glad he was he did, for what 
do you think happened 1 The 
eustomer came back next day and 
gaTe him an order for twice as 
man;y goods as he intended to have 
iii:e night before; and more tban 
llllat, he's come to our chapel ever 
ajnce, because he said, although for 
a bit.he was angry, at the bottom he 
rel!pected Mr. Gunter all the more 
fer thus carrying out his principles. 
Jfow Jet us hope he will be con
Yerted, and that will be a good end 
to the story. Any way deacon 
Gnriter lost nothing by risking a 
lOIIS in God's good service. 

"Tben there is our other deacon, 
Mr. Copperfield, and without being 
uncharitable, I think if any of us 
needed reviving he did. You know 
him; he is a r<4ired tradesman and 
lives on the London-road in Satin 
ViJJa. In his younger days, when 
he :fi1·st joined the church, and did 
business in a small way, I've heard 
tell, he was a pretty liberal man, 
but as he got on increasing in 
ri.ehes they hardened his heart, like 
they do many besides, and .!IO instead 
of giving more, as he should have 
done, if it bad only been to show 
his gratitude to God who prospered 
him, he gave Jess. But ever since 
-0.t sermon and pra)er meeting it's 
amaziug wbat a difference there is 
in him; he's hardly likely the same 
man. It's not that he attends the 
m,efings oftener, and appears more 
lClliou. in that way; in his case I 

should thit1k very little of that, 
seeing it would not cost hini mttch. 
No, he's revived somewhere else; 
as Shepherd says (and he ma.de me 
laugh when hesaid it) 'he'srevived 
in bis pocket.' At one of our ehnreh 
meetings he told us the Lord had 
opened his eyes, to see be had not 
been the faithful stewa:rd he should 
have been, and so henci,forth he 
intended, like M.r.· Peabody, to be 
bis own executor. .And what he 
has done and is doing shows that 
he really meant it. He goes now 
onee a fortnight to the poor memb~ 
of the church and gives them bel}, 
from time to time to get them 
through their troubles, and that 
makes them welcome his visits. He 
sent widow Bradley, who lost her 
poor husband in an accident on the 
railway, a ton of coal to set her up 
for the winter, and be got her eldeBt 
boy into a good situation, and he's 
doing well at it, and brings his 
mother home his wages every Satur
day night regular without keeping 
back a penny. He also sent widow 
Jones and several more poor people 
too some coals, taking care thal; 
those who needed most should have 
most. One man that got his leg eut 
off on the rail, and Ii.ad to stop in 
the hospital thcree months· to get 
cured, didn't know what todo when 
be came out, so Mr. Copperfield 
headed a subscription to get him a 
cork leg, and since it was got and 
paid for, he's got into work, whieh 
is a rare good thing for his wife and 
ten children. Now I think I han 
told you enough about Mr. Copper
field to show how he's revived, and 
in the right way too. Everybody 
believes in his religion now, though 
very few did before, and some 
people have gone so far as to S&Y 
he's reconverted. About that 1 
shall say nothing, only if it is re,. 
conversion, I wish that all wealthy 
deacons and Christians who are not 
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up to · the ,mar:k in giving as they 
should be, weiie re-converted in the 
same fall8ion. 

" I am alraid baby is giving scigrui 
c3i waking up, or I would tell you 
more a.bout the revival of the 
members; We are not perfect yet, 
nor do I expect, as a church, we 
shall be; but there's a wonderfo.l 
differBilce: almost everything seems 
changed. Instead of being a qull.l'
relsome, inconsistent, cold, lazy, 
and miserable church, it seems to 
"be turued into a loving, con•istent, 
warm-hearted,. working, and ha.ppy 
charch, The apirit of unity and 
peaee prevails in our gatherings, 
and most appear to strive for one 
end, and to seek the salvation of 
souls. In times gone by we were 
sadly troubled with characters that 
·got into the church, and, by their 
bad conduct, brought dishonour on 
the cause: but these have either 
left or been weeded out hy 11crip
tura.l. discipline, and we feel all the 
better witilout them. So long as 
they were-in, many people wouldn't 
come to the place, for they said 
they didn't believe in such a set, 
or having anything to do with 
them: but, now these have gone, 
they eome, and som.e have even 
beoome members with us. I think 
it's a necessary thing for a church 
to " get a good report of them that 
a.re without;" for I am sure of thi~ 

-that if ou neighbours and the 
world around us ha.ve :not a good 
opinion of our conduct, they won't 
respect our religion, nor our place 
of worship either. It's all very 
well to hold great conferences and 
have special meetings, a.nd. get 
down noted preachers, and have 
fine singing, a.nd make a great stir, 
&nd call it a r,evival ; but 8hepberd · 
ea.y:,; (and I agree with him) the 
revival that'1il needed in the church 
is a.revival that will make Christians 
li..,-e every aay, at home &nd a.broad, 

more lil,eChristand morejbrCarist. 
Now, thitt's the sort of revival tW 
I believe we have at Rockfoot; UM¼ 
don't you wish a.l.l the <;ihurches had-
a revival like iU Let us pray tW 
they ma.y. But I must close now1 
as baby ha11 just woke up, a.ml 1 
want to be in time for the post; so, 
with best; love to Harry a.ncl the 
children, and wishing you a. -merry 
Christmas and a happy New Yea.r; 

'' I a.m, 
" Your affectionate sister, 

,, J ENl!Y." 

"P.S.-Iforgottosaytho.twehope 
to have a good member's tea-meeting 
onNewYear'sDay,andthen we in
tend (though I tell you as a.~ 
for we are keeping it dark, to give 
our good minister a pleasant su
prise) to raise Mr. Bright's salai;y 
£20 a year, and to make him a 
present of a purse of gold into the 
bargain. Mr. Copperfield put thia 
afloat, and headed the list.. W on'.i 
the minister's wife bless him for ii 
when she knows J " 

[The next "Sketch" will be en,. 
titled '' The Man of One Ta.lent/'l 

• 
A WONDE:RFUL LAMP. 

BY REv. EDMUND Mo&Lll,Y. 

T.uE Word of God is compareii -
to a. grea.t many things, and amoog 
others to a lamp. We all remem
ber the well-known text in tW 
very long Psalm : '' Thy Word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unt.o my pa.th." 

lt is a. lamp that we need. With. 
out it how dark and mysrerioua 
everything would be ! We sbouW. 
neither know whence we came Bot 
whither we were going. Past,. p
sent, aDd future, would be alib 
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inscrutable. But we are not left in 
the dark. Our lamp gives a good 
ligh~. It sheds a light upon the 
past, and while it speaks of sin, it 
tells also of a Saviour. It sheds a 
light u~n the present, and while 
it makes known to us a God, it 
proclaims Him to be "our Father." 
It sheds a light upon the future, 
and while it speaks of hell with all 
its horrors, it speaks, too, of heaven 
with all its blessedness. 

It is a very ancient la,mp. It was 
first lit a long time ago ; lit by 
God Himself, and handed down 
to our first parents, when He said : 
"Of every tree of the garden thou 
inayest freely eat ; but of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil thou 
shalt not eat." Since that it has 
been borne by ancient hands, in
deed. Enoch bore this lamp, and 
by its light he testified. Abraham 
bore this lamp, and by its light he 
went forthbnot knowing whither 
he went. avid bore this lamp, 
and by its light he penned his holy 
psalms, so full of living truth. 
Paul bore this .lamp, bore it far 
and wide, and by its light planted 
in almost every land the standard 
of the Cross. This lamp, though 
ancient, did not always burn so 
brightly as it does to-day. God, 
from time to time, has trimmed it. 
It was but a feeble light itgavewheD. 
He said : "The seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent's head." 
But God raised up prophets, evan
s:eliats, apostles ; and they trimmed 
1t, and to-day it burns so brightly 
that by its light he who runs may 
read. 

It is a lantern tliat y01i ma,y turn 
every way, and that with profit. Yon 
may turn it downward, and it will 
reveal to yon the sorrows of the 
lost ; upward, and it will reveal to 
you the blessedness of the saved. 
You may turn it backward, and it 
will reveal to you the sufferings of 

the Savionr; foncard, and it will 
reveal to you the conquests of the 
Redeemer. You may turn it in
ward-inward upon yourself, and it 
will reveal to · you your sins, yoor 
motives, and desires; outward upon 
your neighbour, and it will reveal 
to you much of his character and 
his state ; outward upon your foes, 
and it will reveal to you their plot
tings and their schemes ; outward 
upon Satan, and it will so reveal 
him that you will be able to resist 
him and put him to flight. You 
may,tnrn it lieavenward, and it will 
light np the very throne of God, 
reveal the Lamb that is in the 
midst thereof, and give you to see
fresh beauties in.Him who is " the 
brightness of the Father's glory, 
and the express image of His 
person." 

It is a lantern that. you may tak/J' 
with you on all occasions, and uae 
under every circumstance. Are you 
going into the chamber of prayer 1 
Take it with you ; it will teach you 
how to pray. Are you going into 
the house of mourning 1 Take it 
with you, and by the light it gives 
you will know how to speak to the· 
afflicted. .Are you going to you!' 
place of business 1 Take it with 
you. It will help to keep you 
honest and conscientious in all you!' 
dealings. .Are you going to the 
field of battle 1 Take it with you. 
It will reveal to you your foes, and 
tell you how, and when, and where 
to strike the blow. Are you an 
invalid, and is the call soon about 
to come to you to tread "the valley 
of the shadow of death" 1 Take 
with you this lamp, and it will light 
up the dar'lmess of the tomb, and 
help you to a joyful departure. 

It is a lamp thatwiUnever go out. 
Many a time has the devil striven 
to put it out, but it burns on still. 
He endeavoured to put it out in 
apostolic times ; but what do we 
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read i " The Word of God in
creased. • , • and a great company 
of the priests were obedient to the 
faith." He strove to put it out in 
the days of the- Reformation, and 
Bibles were burned in heaps ; but 
-eopies were left here and there, and 
the light shone on. He is puffing 
at it in our day, but, did he but 
know it, he is wasting his breath, 
for this lamp will burn on for ever. 
In the light that streams from it 
the saints shall rejoice throughout 
eternity. . 

My friend, do you make use of 
this lamp, or doi I see it standing 
on your shelf, ne'Ter taken down, 
never dusted, never used 1 If you 
do not use it, what do you use in
stead 1 There are some I know,, 
who use the rushlight of philosophy, 
and they think that by its light 
tJ.i.ey will be able to find their way 
to .t9aven. There are others I 
know, who make use of the candle 
of an unenlightened conscience, and 
they think that by the light it gives 
they will be able to find their way 
to heaven, And there are yet 
others I know, who use the lantern 
of common morality, and by its 
means they imagine they will ob
tain a place among the glori~ed. 
Sad delusion ! It is only the lamp 
which God Himself has given, that 
can guide a soul to heaven. My 
reader, may it light you to the 
Cross! 

Redditck 

THE PRECIOUS HOPE. 

llY REV, W. AllBOTT, 

"A lively hope."-1 PETER i. 3. 

Tn:msE words describe a state of 

C
hope. This state of hope is a high 

hristian attainment, We some-

times speak of persons as being in a 
hopeful state ; they have serious 
convictions ; they are seeking the 
Saviour. .But the text describes a 
very different state of hope-the 
expectation of glory. "Christ in 
you the hope of glory." 

By some religious teachers in 
the present day, hope is spoken or 
disparagingly when compared with 
knowledge. They must have owr
looked the different senses in which 
hope is to be understood. Hope is, 
one of the highest spiritual attain
ments possible in the present state,. 
as the words of Paul prove. '' And 
we desire that every one of you do. 
show the same diligence to the full 
assurance of hope to the end." 
Here it is not only hope, but the 
assurance of hope, the j1dl assur
ance of hope. There is no going 
beyond this. 

Knowledge precedes hope, Hope 
is a fruit of knowledge, Ignorance 
deprives us of hope. We must 
know Christ before we can hope in 
Him; we must know heaven before 
we can hope for it. . Such know
ledge is by the Gospel and by the 
teaching of the Spirit. Full know
ledge pertains to heaven. We must 
enter heaven fully to know it. 
Here we know but in part ; here 
we hope for heaven. "I know 
that my Redeemer liveth "-such is 
my hope. "I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him against 
that day." Here we have both 
knowledge and hope. 

The possessors of this hope are· 
said to be the elect of God ; to be 
sprinkled by the blood of Christ ; 
and to be sanctified unto obedience. 
In all this the abundant mercy oi 
God is said to be exerted on their 
liehalf. A little mercy-a tiny 
stream would not reach their case. 
It must be "abundant "-flowing 
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like a aea ! Such mercy saves the 
chief of sinners • 

.,F.,lection is a truth of rich and 
ceaseless blessing. It shows the 
freeness and fulness of God's love ; 
in its fulness and freenesa are seen 
its fitness. It not only purposea, 
but accomplishes its design - it 
saves sinners. Election is the be
ginning of Jove; salvation is the 
function of love. It expresses how 
dear, how precious its objects are 
in His esteem ; they are His "pecu
liar treasure," His "jewels," His 
·" portion ; '' His sons and daugh
ters, the heirs of His glory. 

Thousands ignore the truth of 
election 011 earth, but none will in 
heaven.. It is a truth in the Book, 
arid should influence our hearts and 
hopes. It is a truth of the Gospel, 
and is, therefore, good new;i. Let 
us use it as such. 

Some suggest that it here means 
" calling "-:-" the called of God." 
These trt1ths are connected, and are 
both of God's love. Election is His 
love in purpose ; calling is His love 
in operation, Thus calling deve
Jopes election; by tbeJr calling their 
election ill known ; "called accord
ing to his purpose;" "giving all 
diligence to make your calling and 
-election sure." 

If our readers are the possessors 
of this hope, they are sprinkled by 
t.he blood of Jesus Christ. His 
blood wu shed for you, and 
is• sprinkled on you, showing 
Hii! love to you. His blood 
atone11 for your sius, cleanses, par
dons, and saves you. It is the 
application of this truth to your 
hearts, issuing in your salvation
in your lively hope of hea.ven. 

"Through sanetification of the 
.Spirit unto obedience." By the 
Spuit quickened to spiritual life, 
separated frol;ll. the service of sin, 
.and devGted to obedience to God. 
By the Spirit the love of Christ is 

shed a.broad in your hearts, au.d ia 
the power of all real sancmy, and 
of all acceptable obedienee. 

Sin shocks out hope from your 
hearts, and fills you with the dark;. 
ness of hopelessness. The media
tion of Christ opens hope to_ yo"lli 
and. fills you with the sunshine ot 
glorious prospect. 

See the character of this precioua 
hope-"·a livdy hope." It is there
fore a spiritual hope. It is a fruit 
of the Spirit, an effect of the life of 
the Spirit, quickened in the soul. 
We " were dead in trespasses and 
sins," and with'lut hope; but by 
the Spirit we a.re begotten again 
unto this lively hope. This hope 
being spiritual, is full of life ; foll 
of the power, love, joy, and pros
pect of life-of the better, the e11d
less life. It is hope that lives 
through all the cha.uges of the 
present life ; through sickne2i and 
death, and for ever. This~ope 
never dies~ but inherits immor
tality. 

It is a. loving hope-a hope that 
exists with love to the Saviour. 
We feel that we love Christ as well 
as hope in Him. Our hope in Him 
is lively, and our love to Him is 
fervent. " Whom having not seen, 
we love." " We endure as -seeing 
Him who is invisible." This im
plies that we have hope in Him. 
It is a hope connected with quick
ened affections. 

It is a patient hope. "Patient in 
tribulation." It is often severelJ 
tested, sharply tried-" tried with 
fire ; " " the fiery trial." " Ye are in 
heaviness through manifold tempta
tions." Christians are often tempted 
in life, sickness, and death. They 
pass through a spiritual Geth
semane. In this they need the 
Saviour's sympathy and sustaining 
grace. He says, " I will not leai,e 
you comfortless ; I will come t.,I> 
you." 



It is. a joyoU8 liope. " Rejoicing 
ii:t hope." The prospect of the 
future joy fills th~ heart with pre
i,eDt joy. The eye or hope sees 
Jesu.s, and the heart toves and re
joices in Him. It is hope that is 
lively, and "joy unspeakable and 
full of glory." The· joy is in
creased by the sureness as well as 
the richness of the portion hoped 
fur. It is the risen and ever-living 
Saviour th:i,t we thus look to, rest 
in, love, and rejoice in the hope of 
His second glorious appearance. He 
aa.ys to us, "Because I live,. ye shall 
five also." 

The heaven this lively hope ex
pects shall ~e finally realised. 

THE LITTLE FRENCH 
DRUMM~R-BOY; 

J. TALE FOR THE YOUNG 
FOU~DED ON FACT. 

BY M. E. B. 

·CHAPTER IV. 

l\a e. nle, the fi.ibing community 
ma.y be considered an iudustrious 
and hardy race; for the men and 
'hoys- have a trying and la.borious 
life at sea• while the women and 
~rls at ho~e fin<l ample occupation 
in making or mending nets for 
them, and in rendering them assist
ance when they land, in arranging 
and disposing of their fish. 

Some of them are pious in their 
fashion: they go to the wayside 
oratory, or the little chapel on the 
cliffs, or they kneel' at the foot of 
the large crucifix near the shore, 
and pray to the Virgin Mary and 
the saints to protect them in their 
I>erils on the deep. How sad it is 

" Hope makes uot ashatned." 
Heaven is promised, and we hope 
for it. We have the earnest ia 
our hearts, and long for the full 
possession. Hope is now in a state 
of exercise; then it will be in a. 
state of realisation : it is now in & 
state of expectation ; then it will 
be in a state of fruition. It is a 
lively hope to an inheritanee that is 
uncorrupted, undefiled, and · that 
fades not away. An inheritance in 
which we shall find the sweet home, 
its life and health, its peace and 
rest, its glory and joy, its friend
ship and immortality. 

Blunham. 

that so many of them ha:ve never· 
had the Bible, to read fQlr them
selves, that they might see h0;w 
ignorant they are, and how groSBly 
their priests lead them astray from 
the pme wells of salvation. 

But to return to }'roluli. It was 
his fi!te day; for Roman Catholics 
do not keep birthdays as we do, 
but the day of their particular 
aaint. 

There was great excitement in 
the neighbourhood: the cansi:rip
tion was going on ; that is, young 
men of a certain age were being 
drafted off to fight in the army of 
Napoleon, who had just declared 
war against Russia. . 

Thousands of volunteers offered 
their services, and every available
man was hurried off to be trained 
for the fearful struggle about to 
take plaee. Two regiments passed 
near the :fisherman's cabin, and the 
entire family came out to join the
gaping crowd of lookers-on. 
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The• roll•call delighted Frolut; 
his imagination was excited at the 
sight of a little drummer with a 
large strap across his chest, his 
arms covered with strips of gold 
lace, and a drum in his hand, for the 
drum-major stood in front of several 
.drummers, a reed cane in his hand, 
and as long as he kept the cane 
raised, the boys ,;:ontinued drum
,n,iing. 

This little boy, just ten years 
old, was delighted at the sight, and 
longed to go off with them, for the 
men were so merry, so full of their 
jokes, that Frolut thought it must 
be a very happy life. 

The only reflection that sobered 
him was what his mother would 
feel at losing him, for he knew full 
well he was her darling, 

This child's heart would pro
bably have failed him could he 
have seen the stern and ter
rible reality of a campaign, of the 
-fatiguing and harassing march, the 
foraging, the bivouac, and, above 
all, the action on a :field of battle. 

Alas! lookers-on seldom or ever 
realise the tremendous difference 
between regiments on parade, or 
.drill, or in a sbam fight, and the 
same men engaged in all the deadly 
warfare of a struggle for life or 
death. 

The next day Frolut's mother 
was busily engaged in spinning th.e 
string which she afterwards usually 
made into nets for Pierre and his 
sons, when she was seized with 
cramp and violent pains, and felt 
quite unable to move ; so she sent 
her youngest boy off to fetch her 

niece Lisette, who lived at some 
little distance. She came to the 
cabin with Frolut, and, finding her 
aunt dangerously ill, after having 
got her to bed, set off in haste for 
M. Le Cure, the Roman Catholic 
priest, to come and visit her rela
tion, and administer the last rites 
of the Church to her : for I should 
tell you that Jeanne was sure she 
would die, and had begged Lisette 
to be a mother to her little pet 
Frolut. 

A few moments after the tink
ling of a bell announced that they 
were bringing the holy viaticum to 
the fisherman's dwelling, 
. First came two assistants, each 

with a lighted taper in his hand-in 
the broad daylight!-then auother, 
carrying a censer with sweet-smell
ing incense in one hand, and in the 
other a bell to show the arrival of 
the priest, who was holding ajmall 
silver box, containing the lacra-, 
mental wafer called the BoN D1;mu ; 
and, though it was a wet day, and 
the road very muddy, the people 
who met the procession knelt down 
until it was out of sight. 

Jeanne died that evening, and 
the next day a coflin, preceded by a 
man bearing a large cross, and sur
rounded by priests in white sur
plices, with lighted tapers in their 
hands, followed by Pierre and his 
seven sons, and Lisette, with a few 
neighbours, proved that the :fisher
man's wife was about to be buried 
with the ceremonies of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

(To be continued.) 
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SUPPLY EXPERIENCES. 
I. 

MY FIBST ANNIVERSARY SERMON. 

I HAD always entertained, from my 
youth up, a great veneration for 
the preachers of anniversary ser- . 
mons, and when I began to utter 
my own prelections in public, my 
reverence was in no respect abated. 
To have my name printed in big 
letters, under the heading of "An
niversary Services," was an hoaour 
I as little expected as a niche in 
Westminster Abbey, Judge, then, 
~y surprise, when orie day I re
ceivee an invitation, through a 
friend, to preach an anniversary 
sermon at the village of Denton, 
11ome six miles from the spot I then 
called " home." About Denton I 
knew nothing, except that it ex
isted, neither business nor pleasure 
having led me in that direction. 

In due course I received a bill 
setting forth my name in large 
letters as the afternoon preacher, 
and never did the contempla
tion of a bill impart more lively 
satisfaction than did this to me. 
The eventful day at len~h ar
rived. It was a scorchrng hot 
Sunday in August, and the 
roads were deep in dust, which 
flew up at every step, and would 
have inade the most inveterate 
1muff-taker sneeze. Little thinking 
of these difficulties, however, with 
tny sermon in one pocket and some 
bread and cheese in another, I 
sallied forth on my memorable 
expedition. I had been told that 
one of the friend!:! would meet me 
on the road, with a "trap" to 

lighten the journey, but had almost 
forgotten this in contemplating the 
greatness of the event, when I was 
suddenly aroused by a gruff voice 
calli.ug aloud," Young man, be you. 
the parson a-goin' to Denton 1'' 
These words were uttered by a 
saturnine Jehu, who was driving 
a donkey cart, and were accom
panied by a somewhat disparaging 
observation concerning my youth
ful appearance. In a dignified 
manner-for I could not forget that 
I was an anniversary preacher
I replied that I was the parson, and 
that I was going to Denton. "Jump 
in, then," said Jehu, "I've come to 
meet you." I complied, though I 
mu11t confess that my dignity was 

. a little rufiled. An anniversary 
preacher in a donkey cart ! I did 
not enter into conversation with 
J ehu, while he, intent upon urging 
forward his unwilling beast, was 
by no means loquacious. In course 
of time we arrived at Denton 
Chapel. How did all my hopes 
sink when I beheld it! I had pic
tured to myself a neat building of 
moderate size, and h~re was a place 
that might have served as well for 
a cow-house as a chapel. Jehu 
escorted me at once to the pulpit 
(there was no vestry), with the 
simple remark that it was '' time 
to start," and took up a posi
tion in a little den beneath 
my box, and commenced giving 
out a hymn with a nasal 
twang which was all his own. 
While this proceeding was in pro
gress, I looked round upon my con
gregation. It consisted of eleven 
persons, who looked at me with a 
resigned expression, as if they were 
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in for something they didn't much 
like, but felt bound to go through 
with. The service went heavily on, 
for I must confess I was very dis• 
appointed. The sermon on which 
I had spent s9 many pains got its 
tail into its mouth, and was almost 
choked in consequence. Not that 
it mattered much, for my audience 
Bl>nght relief in balmy sleep. Even 
J.ehu, who tried hard to maintain 

the attfrude of attention befitting 
a deacon, kept nodding and awaking 
again, with a kind of si:iort which 
was remarkably discomposing. I 
returned pensively home. My de
sire had been accomplished. I bad 
preached an anniversary sermon ; 
but, like many others, found that 
anticipationsa.renotalwaysrealised. 

·.f:l J.E.M. 
Erith. 

5,tbitb1s. 

(kmme»ting and Comme'll.tmies. Two 
Lectures addressen to the Students 
of the Pastors' College, together with 
a Catalogue of Biblical Commentaries 
and Expositions. By C. H. Sl'UB
GEON. (London.: Passmore and 
Ala.baste,.) Price 2s. 6d. 

Tms compact and compendious little 
vvlnme is a sequel to Lectures to my 
Students, ·which was brought out six or 
eight months ago, and has already 
obtained a wide popularity. It include-a 
two addresses given by .Mr. Spurgeon in 
llia clesees, one upon Bible commen
trwies ,and their relative value; the 
othar upon commenting, or the practical 
he2:1Atfit of expounding tho Scriptures 
reai:I in public servic-e. This Litter is 
well known to be au interesting feature 
Qf the pastor's own ministry at the 
·Metropolitan Tabernacle; no marvel, 
therefore; that he inculcates and en
courages it in his pupils. To aid 
ministers, local preachers, evangelists, 
and Sunday-school teachers in prnparing 
tllemselves to discharge this good office 
afll.ciently, Mr. Spurgeon has bestowed 
l!ILucil la bonr, a.nd incurred no small 
expense in making a catablgue of nearly 
fifteen hundred w-0rka by various 
authore, ancient and modern ; some 
"!1POl1 the whole Bible, and many lll:ore 
i,pon its respective books. To all_ Bible 
lltlj.dents this cannot fail to be a pnueely 
boon. The index is made as complete 
though as oompr11Ssed as possible. The 

title, the dJl.te, · th(} publisher's name, 
a.nd the price of modern books are given; 
while in the case of old authors th,; 
J?roba.ble market value, second-hand, it. 
stated. Then in a single line or, at 
most, in a few brief pith~ full 
often humorous sentences, Mr. Spur
geon appraises each author. He de
lights to praise when he c:i.n ao so with 
a good conscience ; but he does not 
shrink from censuring where it is neoo
ful. His commendations are not limited 
to those who are altogether of his way 
of thinking. Mediocrity is treated. 
with respect ; but angularity is en
shrined in very small type. The little 
conceits of sell-contained men are 
registered in a diminutive letter-press 
which calls for spectacles. We some
times detect a vein of irony, li\S when 
certain lectures are pronounced useful 
to groce,·s and buttermen ; worth nothing 
to students:" and a tone of severity is· 
apparent sometimes, as, when spea.king 
of the ha.refaced manner in which a 
New York· professor of Hebrew and 
Oriental literature has taken copious 
verba.tim extracts from Andrew Fuller 
on Genesis, without acknowledgment, 
and plagiarised Lawson on Joseph by 
wholesale. The title of the first lec
ture might be fitly applied to the entire 
book. It is all "A chat about com
mentaries." We wish our readers :may 
enjoy such a chat with sueh a maa • 
heartily as we do. 
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· Papers for the Pre=t Time. By J. 
DENlWll SKI'DI. (James E. Hawkings, 
and S. W. Partridge, Paternoater
row.) 

THESE papers treat of aix subjects, in 
Mr. Smith's usual style. Chapter the 
Second, on " Perfection: What is it? " 
We have heard and read much of late 
on this Christian grace, not at all calcu
lated to lead to holiness. We aceept 
with approval such sentences as" Per
fection is that we are to be as Christ 
glorified at His coming. Never till then." 
Also, page 20 : " A saint's present per
fection is to he so taken up with Christ, 
that self and all else are lost sight of." 

,And, page 21: "It (perfection) is not 
attained by la.w-keeping, or self-koop
ing, but by looking at Christ with that 
lifelong act a.nil habit of the soul which 
gives a lifelong moral adding of glory 
to glory to our characters and lives.~ 
Chapter the Sixth, on " Made Nigh ; or, 
,J'ha Believer's Standing in Christ 
Pi:actically Considered," is but little 
open to crititieism. The teaching of the 
papers may be indicated by an extract 
from Luther, who sa.ys :-" The moment 
I make of Christ and myself two, I am 
a.Il Vl'rong. But when I see that we are 
one, all is rest and peaee." 

PERIODICALS A.1'H) PAMPHLETS;, 

· Phe Baptist Magazine, and The Gene
ral Baptist, a.re laden with good mea
llUI'e, a.nd each contain truly interesting 
papers an · our late loved friend, Dr. 
Burns. 11'4 .Sword and Trowel (Pass-

WHY ART THOU CAST DOWN? 

Wn is thy soul so much east down, 
Why so disquieted and sad ; 

"W&.enee come these anxious glooiny 
donbta, 

<l.11: nothmK: cheer or make thee 
glad i' 

more &nd Alabaater.) A ver7 .. g11oi, 
number. 

The Entll'luiast. A Semwri on C!,,nstia.n 
Missions. By CILUU,ES S'.U.D'ORD. 
(Yates and Alexander, and E. _Marl
borough and Co.} Very stirring to a;ll 
engaged in mission work a.t home 11.lld 
abroad. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ. By 
GENERAL H. GooowrN. (Elliot Stock, 
Paternostor-row.) The.outcome of mueh 
patient thought; in which we find somo 
things truly edifying, some over which 
we must pa.use, and others to which we 
cheerfully accede. It should have a 
prayerful reading. 

Biblical Museum and The Teachers' 
Storehouse. (Elliot Stock.) Ha.s our 
best wishes. The latter is spreading 
good in its class lessons. 

Evangelical Christendom. ,( J. W. 
Johnson, Fleet-treat.) An unm.enso 
amount of matter relating to Christian 
work, home and foreign, and also & well
deserved tribute to the late Rev. John 
Robinson, many years secretary o-f the 
London City Mission. 

The Scottish Baptist Magazine. (El
liot Stock, and Yates and Alexander.) 
Good as usual. · 

We are right glad to learn by a paper 
sent to us that on the 25th of May will 
be eelebrated the union of the English 
Presbyterian Church and the Englieh 
United Presbyterian Chureh. How 
refreshing ! Happy times! One deoo
mination less. God bless the act, arid 
prove by His graoe to them that union 
is strength l 

Is it an inward senee of \in, : 
That bows thee down with grief.? 

Tell it to J eeus, for He waits, 
To give thee eweet relief. 

Is it yonr vileness you deplore, 
Your great unw-0rthinesa? 

Then you're the one that J~sua neeu, 
To cover with Hi.s righteo12J1n-. 



106 DJIN'OMIIU.TIO:NAL D!lTBLLIGE.NCJ!'. 

Is it your emptiness yon mourn? 
This does your fitness prove ; 

'Tis empty souls that Jesus need~, 
To fill them with His love. 

Or is it then an absent God, 
Thou dost so often mourn? 

Go plead with Him iu earnest prayer, 
Till His felt presence doth return, 

Or is it that the way is rough, 
Which thou art called to go? 

Thy Saviour went this way before, 
And He doth all its sorrows know. 

Take courage, then, hope thou in God, 
His praise shall yet be your employ; 

He only is thy help and strength, 
And He can give thee light and joy;· 

Fareham. E. S. 

Jenominatfo'nal ~nttlligtntt. 

CHANGES rn THE PASTORATE. 

REV. S. PILLING has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Potter's Bar, 
having accepted an invitation to the 
church at Blackpool, Lancashire. 

Rev. John O'Dell, of Kingsbridge, 
Devon, has consented to resume tho 
pastorate of the church at George
Street, Hull, where he formerly laboured 
with much acceptance and success. 

Rev. E. K. Everett has intimated his 
intention to resign his charge at Staley
bridge. 

Rov.S. Mann, ofBrockley, Worcester
shire, has accepted an invitation to 
Carey Chapel, Reading. 

Rev. W. Hood Wright has resigned 
the pastorate of the church at Leith, 
and his present address is Elmslie 
House, Kilmarnock, N. B. 

Mr. Lacey has accepted the pastorate 
of the General Baptist church at Whit
wick. During the past year £161 has 
been raised to pay off the debt on the 
chapel. 

Mr. George Barr, of St.John's College, 
Ca.mbridge,hasreceivedfrom the church 
at Cottenham, Carobs-lately under the 
pastoral care of Rev. W. C. H. Anson
an invitatioif to become their minister 
at the expiration of hie Cambridge course 
in June next. 

Rev. Jesse Hobson has been com
pelled, on account of weakness of his 
health, to announce his intention to re
tire from the active pastorate of the 
church at Salters-hall Chapel. · 

Rev. George C. Williams has resigned 
the pastorate of the church at Chester
ton, Staffordshire. 

Mr, Carey Hood, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted the 
unanimous invitation to the pastorate 
of the General Baptist Church, Nunea
ton. ' 

Rev. F. W. Goadby, M.A., who has 
been for more than seven years labour
ing at Bluntisham, ms accepted an 
invitation to Beechen-grove Chapel, 
Watford, vacant by the death of the 
late Rev. W. Best, B.A. 

Rev. W. Osborne, of Gamlingay, 
Cambs, has accepted an invitation to 
succeed Rev. H. Clark, M.A., at Thris
sell-street, Bristol. 

Rev. H. C. Atkinson, of Accrington, 
has accepted a call to tho pastorate of 
Bethel Bapti~t Church, Shipley. 

Mr. J. Thompson, of Bristol College, 
has accepted an invitation of the church 
meeting at Parley and Christchurch, 
to the pastorate. 

Rev. W. Gay, of Pembroke, has ac
cepted the invitation of the church, 
Lockwood, to take charge of its branch 
stations. 

LAMBEm.-We regret to have to 
announce that, in consequence of 
severe illness and failing health, Rev. 
John Roberts, of Upton Chapel, Bark
ham terrace, has felt it imperative 
upon him to resign the pastorate, and 
to return to North Wales, to seek rest 
for a time. The church sympathise 
much with hiJn in his affliction, and 
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'feel the· separation keenly after his 
suceessful ministry of four years. 

Rev. John Bcirry, of Droitwich, has 
accepted the pastorate of the church at 
Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury. 

Rev. D. Jennings bas informed the 
church at Evesham that lie shall resign 
the pastornie when he finds another 
sphere of labour. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

HALSTEAD, Essliix.-The members of 
Rev. G. Sear's and Miss S. Soar's Bible
classes invited their teachers to a social 
.tea-meoting on Wednesday evening last, 
in anticipation of their leaving the town, 
when Miss Sharp, in the name of the 
cfass, presented the pastor with a purse 
containing three guineas, and Miss 
Franklin, on behalf of Miss S. Sear's 
class, presented her with a beautiful 
writing desk with suitable fittings. A 
few days previously the ladies of the 
Dorcas Society presented Miss Sear 
with a large and useful travelling case, 
in basil, as tokens of their love and 
esteem, _ accompanied with the most 
earnest wishes for the future happiness 
arid prosperity of the pastor and his 
fa.mily. 

Rev. H. W. Meadow, of Gosford-street 
Chapel, Co,entry, has been presented 
by a few friends of the church and 
congregation with a purse of gold. 

Rev. S. Pilling, of Potter's Bar was 
presented on the 28th of February with 
a purse of gold and a book, prior to his 
leaving for his new pastorate at Black
pool Rev. J. Wilson, of Finsbury-park, 
presided at the valedictory meeting. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

Rev. R. C. Page was publicly recog
nised on the 17th of February as pastor 
of Crane-street Church, Pontypool, of 
which Rev. Dr. Thomas has been pastor 
for nearly 40 years. In the afternoon 
Rev. J. W. Lance preached, and at the 
public meeting Dr. Thomas presided. 
.t\.ddresses were given by Revs. D. A. 
Basset, E. Thomas, S. R. Young, David 

: Davies, Daniel Morgan, and others. 
Rov. A. Maclaren, B.A., presided on 

the 15th of FebJ/uary at the ordination 

to the work of the ministry of Rev. Seth 
Backbouse, in the Round Chapel, Man
chester. :Mr. Maclaren gave the charge 
to the minister, and Rev. R. Chenery 
the charge to the people. 

FENNYSTRATFORD.-Services in con
nection with the settlement of the Rev. 
A. Brown,• as pastor of the Baptist 
church, took place on Thursday last 
weet. The Rev. J. H. Blake, of Bow, 
London (uncle to Mr. Brown), preached 
in the afternoon to a large congregation. 
In the afternoon a large number of 
persons partook of tea, and in the 
evening a charge was delivered to the 
new pastor by Professor Rogers, and Dr. 
l;lillier addressed the congregation. The 
following took part in the services:
Mr. C. B. Sell, Revs. H. Taylor, G. 
Durrell, and · Messrs. Goodman and 
Symingtons, as representatives of the 
church and congregation. 

KINGTON, HEREFORDSmRE.-A re
cognition service, in connection with 
the settlement of the Rev. Robert 
Shindler as the pastor of the Baptist 
church at this place, was held on 
Thursday, the 9th of February. A"fter 
tea bad been disposed of, the friends 
adjourned to the chapel, where a very 
interesting service was conducted. A 
hymn of praise was sung and Rev. S. 
Watkins offered prayer. Rev. W. R. 
Noble was then invited to the cb,air, 
and delivered an introductory address, 
full of wise counsels and good feeling, 
speaking in very high terms of his 
friend Mr. Shindler, with whom he had 
very cordially laboured during the 
term of his former pastorate at Shrews
bury. A brief ,address from the newly
recognised pastor followed, and kind 
words of welcome and goodwill were 
also spoken by the Revs. W. H. Tetley, 
J. Bloomfield, T. Jermine, J. Cadman, 
and Mr. John Edwards. 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 

THE Annual Meeting of Foreign 
Missions will be held at Exeter Hall, 
on Thursday evening, the 27th of April. 
Sir Robort Lush will preside. The 
Annual Sermons will be preached by 
Re,s. E. Conder and J. Clifford. 
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BIIDHal Jhnid!l.;_Bev.'H. S.·Brown· 
will preach 1lae Annal :Sermon oa 
~• April 21st. Eeetmg. Tnesda.y, 
April 25. B .. Alh-weli, Esq., will 
preside. 

&at.i,i Tau- Soomrr. -
Heeling 'l'!'!i.U be held. Monda.y evening, 
April UtJi. at Blo1HDabury Chapel. W. 
Stead, Rirq., -will preside. 

MraCELLANEOUS. 

·p-'Jllt Ci:u.PEL, BosTON-ROA.D, BRBNT
l'OJU>.-The above chapel having been 
cloaed for repairs, has been reopened. 
Sel:mons were preached by Rev. E. J. 
lfatshall, J. D. Kilbnrn, and Archibald 
:Brown. The attendance on each occa
Bion was good, and the collectiona 
liberal. 

"l'he anniversary services at Peniel 
Tabernacle,. Chalk Farm-road, N.W., 
have just been held. The pastor, 
.Ed-ward W. Thomas, preached·. The 
collections were larger than last year. 
On Manda.y evening the numbers a.t
tendlng the tea meeting -were so large 
1111 to necessitate making two parties. 
Jam~ Harvey, Esq., presided. Refer
ring to the. chapel debt, he intimated 
tllat it was not the first time he had 
heard Df it, and, in order to stimnlate 
tbe congregation, he made a nry 
l'ibeiial conditional offer. Rev. D:r. 
Angus delivered an address on the 
lleuedness of working for the Lo-rd 
ud .giving for the support of th; 
Loni's -cause. Upw&rds of £2.0 was 
L~isedto.wards the liquidation of the 

LoNDOl!r1 BmmETT RoA.ll. - The. 
t;:iel:Jda at the East London T&ber-
1111Cle, ha.ving completed another year 
of worahip in the building, the fourth 
rmnuaI tJia:g_k.offering service. ha.s been 
Jield; that being the method adopted 
since th~ opening of the Tabernacle: 
for the purpose of removing the re
maining debt. No appll&la are made 
in any form to the public; the past-or 
simply intimated, after the morning 
ad evening services on the Sunday 
~diat.ely previous, that he would 
be m attendanoo in the vestry at six 
o•eJoek on Monday morning, to receive 
the free-will contributions of the friends 

tewe.nu liqnidatmg .iha-~mg;dtilt -
on the lluilding. At 11&1wn'doek ~
smn eomrlblltlld· amouated 1o £380 
being a.bout .eso in 81::-0- of ~' 
&mount raised at the emlila.r ~ 
held Jut year. A pub1ie maeting, in 
connection with the day's proaeeding11, 
wae held in the· '.l'a.benu1de n- half~ -
past sev.en, Mr. Brown presiamg, uut 
a.bout 2,000 being present. Thirty 
young men from the Bible-ela.ss aa.ng 
d;n~ng the evening, Mr. Durdan pre
e1ding at the harmonium • in addition 
to which the Sunday-sch~I drum-and
fife band, in conjunetion w.ith the 
Sunday - school choir, a.nder the 
management of Mr. Burt, reudered 
efficient service. The cho;irman gave 
a sketch of the proeeedings of the day 
expressing the joy which he. had ex: 
perienced in receiving the hm:nl>Ie 'but 
cheerful contrihuti,ons of the poor, and 
that he was determined to' have the 
remaining portion discharged during 
the present year. Mr. Wickere,,eemar 
deacon, next.spoke,fumishing some.in
teresting pa.rticnla.rs in respect to fina.u
dial matters, from whicll it appeared 
that the purses which were issued in 
the old Tabernacle, in whieh the friends 
could place any a.mount . they thon1Jht 
desirable, had produced :£800 and the 
boxes, which were :first held at the 
doors .in 1869, chiefly to receive the 
ponce in aid of the new bllilding, had 
prolluced, up to the preeenttime, over 
£1,900. Revs. J. H. Bla-ke a.mIW. J. 
Inglia subsequently spoke. 

: . LoNnow, Bow.-On Tneeday l!Vfln
. mg, February 22, was celebra:ted the 

twelfth annivenrary ot the pastorate of 
' Rev. James H. Blake, a~. Bow. About 

four hundred sat down to tea, and at 
seven o'clook . a pnblin meoeting was 
held, and add.Temaa given by tlhe pastor 
imd :Reva. A. E. :er-», lDglis,PrMc.., 
Lsmbnrna, aad Tomkme. Durin& 
the evening a h&Da:lllllm9 volmne~ 
Foata.ituls Fahl.a, illumated by Dor6-
w11111 presented to Mr.. E. Smith, exp:ree
srreof tbanke to him aslesdm- of ih&cron~ 
gregationa.l singing; &JUi a p-eaemation 
was ma«e to Mr, Fle1icber1 aa leader d 
th1' juvenile . choir; .md to Mr. Lodt
woo.d on b~ of the Sunday-ach.ool. 
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»~Jatel'•&tage of tha entb.1U1iastie, ga
th!lffllg III pll!'&e was presented w M'r. 
Blake by Mr; Sornell, on behalf of the 
)adiee,. and iile whole proceediage 
showed that never was this church of 
J!llfflrly 100 years old more healthy and 
vigor&11& than now. Thirty-six have 
been reeeived iuto the church during 
the,past year. 

At the .services in celebration of the 
fourth anniversary of the settlement 
of Bev. H. E. Stone at Arthur-street 
Cha.pal, King's-cross-road, it was stated 
while galleries were being erected, 
they had worshipped at the Philhar
monic Theatre; but they had gained 
rather than lost by that arrangement. 
l'lie church now numbers 31 l. Mr. 
Stone and his friends are doing a good 

. work in a populous district, and de
. 110rve the sympathy and help of the 
.brethren. 

The seventh annual meeting of tho 
'Metropolitan Tabernacle Country Mis
.aion Wll.6 held on 25th ult., Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon presiding. Reports were 
·given by yarious members of work 
successfully carried On at Putney, 
darshalton, Waltham.stow, Tiptree, and 
St. Mary's Cray, where permanent &ta
tions have been founded. The mission 
sends casual supplies to small country 

, cltarches. Applications for supplies 
may be made to Mr. Bowker, JO, Pen
ton-place, N ewington-butts. Contribu
tions towards the carrying on of the 
work may also be sent to the same 
address. 

.Services commemorating the settle
ment. of Rev. W. Anderson, as pastor of 
~e ehurch in King's-road chapel, Read
mg, were held on the Hth of February, 
1'hen a sermon wa.11 preached by Rev. 
J. A. Spurgeon. At the evening meet
ing Mr. Spurgeon presided, and ad
dree110s were delivered by Revs. E. G. 
Gange and W. Cuff. Rev. w_ J. 
ltayers gave several sacred solos, ac
eompanied with the American organ. 
The collection was devoted to the 
Pastors' College. 

At the first anniversary of the settle
ment of Rev. F. J. Benskin as pastor of 
the church at Stroud, held on the 2nd 
of February, the report showed an 

ioo~ of twenty-eighi; mea:nbeN and 
an income of .£377. The eolleatiims 
and proceeds of the te& &m.Ollllteci to 
£38. 

At the anniversary services ofHooi.
Iiffe-road church, Leighton Buzzard, af 
which Rev. G. Darrell is pastor, the 
Rev. H. Wilkins, of Cheltenham, & fo.,_ 
mer pastor, was the preacher; and~
R. Purser reported that £541 had been 
raised in the course of the past ye&l'-

Rev. John Murray, late Con~
gational minister, Old Cnmnock, Ayr
shire, having some months ago changed 
his view@ on the subject of Baptism, 
was recently baptised in Paisley, by 
Rev. Olfver Flett. He has been pastor 
at Old Cnmnock for three years, during 
which time his ministry proved very 
effective in the quickening and increase 
of the church. It is hoped that he will 
be retained in Scotland, where so much 
need at present exists in the denomi
nation for efficient preachers of the 
G-Ospel. 

SHEFFIELD. -PoRTMAHON SIINltl.Y· 
SCHOOL. - During the last eighteen 
months special efforts have been made 
by the members of the senior female 
class in the interests of the Bapti~ 
Missionary Society. In connection wilb 
the movement a tea meeting was mild 
on Monday ovening, March 6th, and 
w'as well attended by the senior scholars, 
teachers, and friends. The Rev. G. 
Barrans presided. After tea Mr. Wad
dington gave a short report of the mo.ve
ment, and stated that during the pes1; 
eleven months the sum of £4 6s. 7td. 
had been received by means of volnn
tary subscriptions, weekly collectim;is 
in the class, and the proceeds of the 
tea. Addresses on Missionary Wark 
were also delivered by the Revs. W. 
Lenwood (Independent) and R. Green 
(Baptist); and Messrs. J. Greaves, 
Orange, Case, and G. Bamford. 

• BAPTISJ[S. 
Aberoanaid.-Feb. 6, One by ;J. Panish. . 
Aberdm·,.-March l, at Co.rmel Englifll, 

Church, Four; 5, Ten; 12, Two, b7 Thoo. 
Jone,,. 
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------------~--.--------------'! 
Ali<rlll!utf.-Mareh ;;, at the English Church, 

Four, by LI. Jon ... 
Accrington.-March 5, at Barnes-street, Three, 

by H. C. Atkinson. 
Alloa.-Feb. 20, Three; 27, Two; March 5, 

Two; 12, Two, byJ. Scott. 
A,hton-under-Lyne.-Feb. 'J:l, Two, by Andrew 

Bowden. Fi:itham, Norfolk.-Feb, 17, One, by J. B. 

Baoup.-March 5, at Zion Chapel, Nine by 
C. W. Gregory. 

Bath.-Feb. 20, at Hay Hill Chapel, Two, by 
T. Pipe. 

Berkhampslead.-Feb. 10, Six, by J. Har
court. 

Bradford (Sion).-Jan. 30, Sixteen; Feb. ~7, 
Twelve, by J. W. Ashworth. 

Bradni11ch, Devon.-March 8, Five, by F. G. 
Masters. 

Briery Hill, Ebbw Vale.-March 12, at Zion 
Chapel, Six, by T. Garnon. 

Bultoell, Notts.-Feb,16,Seven, by C. Douglas 
Crouch. 

Bure.,.-MaTch 12, Three, by the Pastor. 
Burton-011rTrent.-Feb. 20, at Guild-street 

Chapel, Four, by J. Askew. 
Burton-<m-'Ire,,t,-Maroh 2, at Salem Chapel, 

Threi,, by J. T. Owers. 
Oambridge.-March 1, at Zion Chapel, Eight. 

by J.P. Campbell. 
Oar/ton, Beds.-March 5, Four, by John Jull. 
Ohatham.-Feb. 27, at Zion Chapel, Eleven, 

by James Smith. 
<Jheam, Surrey.-Feb.17,0nc byW.Sullivan. 
Oheddar.-Mamh 5, Six, by T. Hanger. 
Cll.esha-m, Bucks.-March 2, at London-road, 

Seven, by C. A. Ingram. . 
Cheslerton, Staff.-Feb. 6, Two; Feb. 20, Su; 

by G. 0. Williams. 
G'inder/ord,-Me.rch 5, Seven, by Cornelius 

Griffiths. . 
Coalville.-Feb. 27, Five, by 0. T. Johnson. 
Ooatori<1{le, Scotland.-Feb. 27, Five, by J. 

M. Hewson. 
Cradley, near Birmingham.-March 5, Eight, 

by M. MoTgan. 
Crewe.-Feb. 27, Throo, hy F. J. Greening. 
Cre>JHUf"fle, Somerset.-March 2, Five, by 

S. Pea,rce. 
Cullingworth, Yorkshire.-Feb, 27, Seven, 

by C. B. Barry. 
Darlington.-Feb. 27, at Brookside Church, 

Two, by Henry D. Brown. 
Dawley, Salop.-Feb. 27, Five, by W. 

Wootton. 
Derby.-March 5, • t Orsmaston-road Chapel 

Twelve, by G. Hill. 
l)erryngil, Castlewellan, Ireland. -Feb. 27, 

Two, by D. Macrory, 
Dolgelley.-Feb. 27, Two, by H. Morgan. 
))rijji£/d.-Feb. 'J:l, Four, by Chas. Welton. 
Ealing.-Me.rch 9, Five, by W. Samuel. 
Eye, Suffolk,-Feb. 27, Seven, by W, W. 

H}~·Crosse', Festiniog.-Mareh 5, Eight, by 
Edward Parrv. 

Gaimboro', Lincolnshire.-Feb. 20, Three, by 
E. Lauderdale. 

Galashiels.-March 8, One, by C. Hill, 
Gladt,try, Radnorshire.-Feb. 18, One; 27, 

One, by T. Jermine. 

a.-eat Grimsby.-Feb. 27, at Upper Bur,._, 
street Chapel, Two, by E. Lauderdale. : 

Great Leigh, Essex.-Feb. 24, One, by R. O., 
Sowerby. 

Halifax.-Feb. 27, at Trinity-road Chapel, 
Three, by James Parker. 

Hal,ted, Essex.-Mareh 8, Eight, b:9 George 
Sear. 

Ha,;ting.,.-March 2, Five, by W. Barker. 
Hay.-Feb. 27, Eight, by J. Mathias. 
Hemyodl, Devon.-Ma.rch Ii, Five,- by E. 

Scott. · • 
High W11coml>e.-Feb. 20, a.t Union CllllpeJ, 

Seven, by W. J. Dyer. 
Holyhead.-March ;;, at tbe English Church, 

One, by W.R. Saunders. 
Holywell, Flintshire.-Feb. 27, Three, bt' E. 

Evans .. 
Jermalem, Rhondda Valley.-Feb. 1,3, Eight, 

by J. R. Jones, 
Kington.-Feb. 27, Four, by R. Shindler. 
Kirkly Woodhouse, Notts.-Feb. 28, Ten, by 

one of the deacons. 
Langley, Essex.-Feb. 27, Three, by W, L. 

Evans. 
Lee&.-March 1, at Burley-road Chapel, 

Four. by W. T. Adey. 
Ul>anm, Blackwood.-Feb. 20, Two, by -

Williams. 
Lfrlroln.-Feb. 29, at St. Bernard's-square 

Chapel. !our, by E. Compton. 
Uttlewrough, near Manchester.-March -, 

Three, by H. Brlggs. 
Liverpool.-Feb. 27,' at Soho-street Chapel, 

Two, by E. E. Walter. 
Lochr,ilpl,ead.-Feb. 20, One, by F. Forbes. 
Maid.on, Esscx.-March 12, Four, by H. 

Charlton. 
Malton.-Maroh 1, Five, by W. Smith. 
Manchester.-Maroh l, at Round Chapel, 

Three, by S. Backhouse. 
Measham.-March -, Four, by W. Milling

ton. 
Metropolitan Di,trict :- ' 

Bark-ing.-Feb. 2, Four; 22, Five, by W. 
J. Tomkins. 

Finsbt1ry-park, N.-Feb. 27, Three, by J. 
Wilson. 

Greenwich -Feb. 26, at L~wisham-road, 
Six, by A, 0. Gray. 

Hackney-road, E.-March 2, Six, by W. 
Oull'. 

Metropoli/an Tabernacle.-March 2, Seven· 
teen, by J, A. Spurgeon; 9, Twenty-one, by 
W.J. Orsman. 

Peckham.-March 2, at Park-road, Three. 
by T. Tarn. 

Richmond.-March 12, at ParkshotChurch, 
Four, by J. H. Cooke. . 

Stoke Newington.-Feb. 27, at Devonshlr"· 
square, Newington-road, Five, by W. T, 

Hrwa:ft~0
~hapel, John-street, Edgware-road. 

-Four, by J. 0. Fellowes, 
Whitechapel.-March 2, at Little Alie-

street, One, by C. Masterson. 

Milford, near Lymington.-March 5, Four, 

by .!hi,~;:;:};~. near Hudderafield,-Ma.rch 5 
Nine, by R. Howarth. 
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Modbtwy.-Feb. 20, Sixteen, by J. W. Spear. 
• .Horlep.-Feb. 16, Seven, by Rlchu.rd Davies. 
Nantyglo.-Feb. 27, Nine, by J. Berryman. 
Narlierth.-March 12, Two, by B. Thom~s. 
Newbridge, Mon.-M&rch 6, Five, by D. 

D&vies. 
Offord, Hunts.-March 5, Seven, by A. 

McC&ig. 
Ogden, nee.r Rochdale.-Feb. 27, Three, by 

A. E. Greening. 
°"-'ton, Cheshire. - Two, by L .. Nuttall. 
Pembroke lloclc.-Me.rch 8, at Betuel Obapel, 

Bush-street, Three, by T. Rees; 12, One, by W. 
Edwe.rds. 

l'ennar, Pembroke Dock.-Feb. 20, Five, by 
W.Rhy,,. 

Pole Moor, nee.r Hudde:rsfleld.-March Ii, 
Two, by J. Evans. 

P01•th, Rhondda Ve.lley.-Feb. 20, Three, by 
J. Williams. 

Rhondda Va1/ey, Gfamorganshire.-Feb. 2G, 
at Betha&y English Che.pel, Nine, by H. 
Rosser. 

R.lws, Mount.ain Ash (Weleh).-March -, 
Three, by W. Williams. 

Rhyl.-Feb. 27, Nine. by W. Roderick. 
R.iddings.-Feb. 27, Five, by E.H.Jackson. 
R.oclulal•.-Feb. 27, e.t Ebenezer Chapel, Two, 

by A. Pickles. 
Sanayhaven.-Pembrokeehire.-Feb. 20, One, 

by W. He.rries. 
Sheerness-on-Sea.-Feb. 28, Two, by J. R. 

Hadler. 
Sirho1ry.-Feb. 20, for Carmel Church, Nine, 

by J. Parrish. 
Sittingbourne, Kent.-March 5, Two, by A. 

G. Shm-t. 
Skewen, Glamo,•ganshire. -Feb. 20, Seven, by 

J.E. Griffiths. 
Southampton.-Feb. 27, at East-street Chapel, 

Seven, by J. H. Patterson. 
Southport.-Feb. 27, Seven, by L. Nuttall. 
_Swansea.-M0,rcn. 1, at York-place Chapel, 

Five, by B. D. Johns, 
Y'lu>rnbwry, Glouoeatershire . ..:....Feb. 27, Five, 

by Geo. Rees. , 
Ttmypamly, Rhondda Valley,-March 12, 

Tan, by J. Howell. 
Tv.-ringlon, Devon.-Feb. 27, Two, by T. 

Dow.Jing. 
Preorkey, Rhondda Valley.-Feb. 27, at 

Horeb English Chapel, Three, by Daniel 
Davies. 

Ulverston.-Feb. 27, Three; March 1, Three, 
by T. Lardner. 

Wanlage.-Feb. 27, Two, by S. A. Swaine. 
Wisbeach.-March 2, at Ely-place Chapel, 

Eight, by W. E. Winks. , 
Wolsingham, Durham.-Feb. 20, Three, by 

E. G,Sones. 

RECENT DEATHS. 

WE have to record the death of Rev. 
J. H. WooD, of Sandhurst, Kent, which 

took pla.ee on Feb. 18th. With his last. 
breath he said, "I know whom I have 
believed,'' and so feli asleep in Jesus. 
Mr. Wood was born in the pa_rish of 
Uffculme, Devon, at Haekpin Mill, of 
which his father was occupier and pro
prietor. At the age of sixteen he was 
baptised, along with his future \"'ife, at 
Prescott, by Mr. Barnes, now of Trow
bridge. Not long afterwards he evinced 
a longing desire not to spend his life in 
secular business, but in some capacity 7 
either at home or abroad, to be "sepa
rated unto the Gospel of God." This 
desire his father, as soon as he knew of 
it, opposed with all his might, and, 
apparently, it must have been given up 
but for an accident in the mill, by which 
James's hand was crushed so as to 
require-amputation of the greater part, 
the thumb and forefinger, thongh much 
injured, being saved to him, against the 
conclusions of the surgeons, by the per
sistent will of his fathor. Thus for a 
time disabled, he had opportunity for 
deliberate reflection on what should be 
his future course, and of reading books 
put in his way calculated to sift his 
motives and enlarge his information as 
to the office and work of a Christian 
minister. His father at length, com
pelled to perceive that his son's mind 
was contracting a settled aversion to 
the business for which, as the only son, 
he had been predestined, gave a reluc
tant consent to his going for a season 
to reside with Mr. Barnes, who had 
then ·removed to Thrapston. He con
tinued there over twelve months pur
suing preparatory studies, when he was 
admitted to Stepney College. At the 
end of his college course he went to 
Kingston, Jamaica, where he laboured 
happily and usefully for a number of 
years, nor was he desirous of quitting 
his charge there, but the utter break
down of his wife's health necessitated 
her being despatched to England, 
whither, after some months, Mr. Wood 
followed her, and then finally decided 
to remain here. Subsequently he be
came pastor at Padiham, Haworth, 
Melksham, and finally at Sandllurst, 
where he finished his work, alter months 
of bodily agony, sustained, howeyer 
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with che&rfnl pstienoe and nncJoUGed 
faith, and allevi&tcd by the touching 
sympathy of all classes, but more par
ticnla.rly by the untiring, profuse, 
generous kindness of the church a.nd 
-congregation, between whom and him 
there existed a reciprocity of perfect 
love. ,On his resignation the friends 
presented him with a cheque for £l00, 
which he acknowledged in very touch: 
ing terms of affection and regard for 
their future welfare n11derthe pastorate 
of his successor, Rev .• J. Green. 

for thirty years. He lost bis sight from 
small-pox when six years old. He had 
immer~ as many as eighty-five adults 
at one baptismal service. 

On March 6, at his residence, West 
Grove, Tredegarville, Cardiff, th,e R11v. 
REES GRIFFITHS, for the last fourteen 

· years pastor of the English Baptist 
church meeting at Beth&ny Cha.pel, 
Cardiff. The deceased, who was sixty 
years of age, was very greatly re
spected. 

Died suddenly, on Dec. 26, at Glen
field Frith Honse, near Leicester ( tile 
residence of her son, Mr. David Challis), 
Mary, the widow of the late William 
Garrard, Baptist minister. 

D:a. DANIEL DAVIES, "the blind 
preacher of Wales," has died, in the 
seventy-ninth year of his age. He was 
pastor of Bethesda Chapel, Swansea, 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PBESIDENT-0, H. SPURGEON, 
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0 ,• Frewin ............. ._ 
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0 se~. per Rav. R. F. 

0 0 
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A VILLAGE CHAPEL, near London, is in want of a pastor; the friends 
cannot promise more than Thirty Pounds per annum to begin with, 
.A. Ghristian man pos~essing some means of his own, and desirous of doing 
good, would find 1 his an opportunity for usefulness. Address, Rev. W. 
A. BLAKE, The Butts, Brentford. 
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A PRECIOUS PROMISE FOR A PURE PEOPLE.-. 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEOIII. 

"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty."-IsAIAH xxxiii. Ii. 

No doubt these words originally had a timely and a strictly literal 
meaning for the people of Jerusalem. When the city was besieged by 
Sennacherib the inhabitants saw Hezekiah in garb of mourning. How 
had he rent his clothes in sorrow! but the day would come, according to 
prophecy, when Sennacherib must fall, Those who couated the resources 
and estimated the strength or the weakness of the city would be far away; 
and then there would be times of liberty. The people would be able to 
travel to the utmost ends of Palestine, so they would see the land that fa 
very far off. Hezekiah himself would come out in his robes of excellency 
and majesty on a joyful occasion to praise the Lord, and thu's would the 
people's eyes see the king in his beauty. The passage, however, has been 
frequently used with quite another import, and that properly enough if it 
be thoroughly understood that it is by way of accommodation we take it, 
and that it is typically we trace it out. Have we not by faith seen our 
King in His robes of mourning 7 Have we not seen Jesus in the so;·rowful 
weeds of affliction and humiliation while here below 1 Our faith has 
gazed upon Him in the rent garments of His passion, we have beheld Him 
in His agony and bloody sw~t, in His crucifixion and Hia death. Well, 
now, another and a brighter view awaits us. Onr eyes shall one day see 
the King in more glori;ms array. -we shall behold Him as John saw 
Him on l'atmos. We shall behold the King in His beauty, and then we 
!!hall enter and enjoy the land which is at present very far off. 

I think it meet and right to take such a word as this to-night when 
there are so many in our midst who are seeking and finding the Saviour; 
because it is very certain that not long after tlwir conversion they will 
have to encounter some of the difficulties of ttie way. Sometimes within 
a few houra of their starting on pilgrimage they are met by some of the 
<lragons, or they fall into some Slough of Despond, or they are surprised 
by some Hill Difficulty; therefore they ought to bci stirnula.ted with 
encouragements ; they need to be cheered and consoled by the prospect 
which lies before them. You will recollect·hnw Chl'i,tian is represented 
by Bnnyan in his famous allegory to be reading in his book as he went 
along concerning the blessed country, the celestial land where their eyes 
should behold the King in His beauty, awl this beguiled the roughness of 
the road, and matle the pilgrim liasten on wiU1 more alacrity and less 
Weariness. Now I am going to turn ovet· one of the elementary pages of 
this book. I want to show tLe yonng com'ert a visivn pleasing and 
profitable for all Christians, young or old, the glory that awaiteth him, 
the rest which is secured by the prnmise of GoJ to every pilgrim who 
eontinnes in the blessed mad, and holds on, riml holds out to the end. 
Your eyeil, beloved, you who have lately been converted to God, if by 

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and tranalatillg is reserved. 
No. 210, NEW SERIES, 
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Divine "grace your conversion prove genuine, your eyes shall one day 
behold the King in His beauty. This may well inspire you with courage, 
and dispose you to endure with patience all the difficulties of the way. 
When God brought His servant .Abraham into the separated position of a 
stranger in a strange land, it was not long before He said to him, "Lift 
up now thine eyes, and look to the north and to the south and to the east 
and to the west, for all this land will I give to thee and to thy seed for 
ever;' as if to solace and cheer him in the place of his sojourn;by the 
picture and the promise that greeted him. In like manner, ye children of 
faithful .Abraham, you who have left all for Christ's sake, look upon your 
future heritage from the spot of your present exile, and your heai:ts will 
exceedingly rejoice. 

We shall notice, first, the object to be seen-the King in His beauty t 
Then, secondly, the nature of this vision, for our eyes shall see the 
admirable spectacle ; and thirdly, we shall draw your attention to those to 
whom this favour will be granted. The context will help us to discover 
of whom it is the Lord speaks when He says, "Thine eyes shall see the 
King in His beauty. Not all eyes, but thine eyes shall see the King in 
His beauty. 

I. What is this vision which is here promised to God's people? They 
are to see the King. They are to see the King in His beauty. THE King 
-a sweet title which belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ as His exclusive 
prerogative, crowned with the thorn crown once, but now wearing the 
diadem of universal monarchy. Other kings there are, but theirs is only 
a temporary title to temporal precedence among the sons of men. I had 
almost said theirs was a mimic sovereignty. He is the real King,-the 
King of kings-the King that reigneth for ever and for ever. He is 
King for He is God. Jehovah reigns. The Maker of the earth must be 
her King. He in whose hands are the geep places of the earth, and the 
strength of the hills; He by whom all things exist and all things consist; 
He must of necessity reign. The government shall be upon His shouldern. 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God. From 
the very fact that He is the Son of God, the express image of His Father's 
glory, Be must be King. Because He condescended to veil Himself in our 
:flesh, He derives a second title to the kingdom-He is King now by His 
merits. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a 
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth. For the suffering of death He was made for a little while lower 
than the angels, but now, seeing He has been obedient even unto death, 
even the death of .the cross, He has obtained a more excellent name than 
the angels, and He is crowned with glory and honour. He is Head over 
all things now. In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
We rejoice to reflect upon Him as King by nature, and then as King by 
due desert over a kingdom which He has inherited by right Divine. He is 
King at this time by virtue of the conquests He has made, having spoiled 
the principalities and powers of darkness. In this world He fought the 
battle, and so bravely did He fight it out that he could say, "It is 
finished." He made an end of sin ; He made reconclliation for iniquity ; 
He trampled death and hell beneath His feet, and now He is King by 
force of arms. He entered into the strong man's house, wrestled with 
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him, and vanquished him, for He is stronger than he; He hath led cap
tivity captive, and He hath ascended upon high-King of kings and 
liord of lords. He reigns supremely moreover' in some of our hearts. We 
have yielded to the sway of His love. We rejoice to crown Him. We 
never feel happier than when our hearts and tongues are singing-

" Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all." 

. I trust there are many more among you who have not yet yielded that 
will yet yield your hearts to His power. Fresh provinces shall be added 
to His empire; new cities of Mansoul will open their gates that the Prince 
Emanuel may ride in, and may sit in triumph there. Oh, that it may be 
so, for a multitude that no man can number shall cheerfully, joyfully own 
His sway, and kiss the Son lest He be angry. But mark, the limit of His 
power is not according to the will of man, for where He does not reign by 
the joyful consent of His people and the mighty conquest of His love He 
still exercises absolute dominion. Even the wicked are His servants. 
They shall be made in some way or other to subserve His glory, for He 
must reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet. Why do the 
heathen rage and the people imagine _a vain thing 1 The King is anointed 
upon God's holy hill of Zion. King He is. He has a bit in the mouth of His 
most violent adversaries, and He turneth them about according to His own 
will. What though with mingled cruelty and rage men attack the Gospel 
of Christ they strive in vain to thwart the Divine decree. In ways 
mysterious and unknown to us the Lord asserts His own supremacy. He 
reigneth even where the rulers conspire, and the people rebel against 
Him. 

Beloved, the sovereignty of our Lord Jesus Christ, to which He 
is entitled by inheritance, is due to Him for His merits, and in the 
equitable claim of His conquests,-this reign of Christ extends over all 
things. He is the universal Lord. In this world He is Regent every
where. By Him all things exist and consist. When I think of Him it 
seems to me that the sea roars to His praise, and the trees of the wood 
rejoice in His presence. There is not a dewdrop that twinkles on the 
flower at sunrise but reflects His bounty; there is not an avalanche 
that falls from its Alp with thundering crash but resounds with tokens of 
His power. The Great Shepherd reigns. The Lord is King . .A.s Joseph 
was made ruler over all the laud of Egypt, even so, according unto the 
word of Jesus, all the people are ruled. He hath all things put under His 
feet; for it was of Him the prophet sang of old, "Thou hast made Him a 
little (or as the margin has it a little while) lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned Him with glory and honour; Thou hast put all things under 
His feet, all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field ; the fowl of 
the air and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths 
of the seas." Though we see not yet all things put under man, yet we 
see Jesus, who, for the suffering of death was made, for a little while, 
lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honour. At this hour Ile 
rules on earth. Death and hell are under His sceptre. Satan, and the 
spirits that have followed his leadership, bite their iron bonds while they 
confess the power of the Lord divine to be paramount. He can crush 
His enemies and break them with a rod of iron as a potter's vessel. His 



116 A. PBJIC'tOIJS l'RO:M:ISE J'()R A l'UBJI: PEOPLE. 

mighty power is felt and feared. But, oh! yonder, up in heaven, where 
the full beams of His glory are unveiled, He reigns in matchless splendour. 
The angels worshipped Him when He was brought forth as the Only 
Begotten into the world. So spake the oracle, "Let all the angels of God 
worship Him." Seraphim and cherubim, ar..e they not His messengers 1 
He maketh them like flames of fire. The redeemed by blood, what could 
they do 1 what is their joy, their occupation, their delight, but to sing for 
ever "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive honour and glory and 
dominion and power" 1 Oh! tell us not of emperors: there is but One 
imperial brow. Tell us not of monarchs, for the crown belongs to the 
blessed and only Potentate. He alone is King. As such, we think of 
Him, and long for His appearing, when we shall hail Him the King in 
His beauty. I love to see His courtiers. That is a happy hour in which 
I can talk with one who has my Master's ear. I love to see the skirts of 
His garment as I come in fellowship with Him to His table. I love to 
tread 'His courts; I love to hear Hi, voice, even though I cannot yet see 
the face of Him that epeaketh with me. But to see the King-to see 
the King Himself! Oh, joy unspeakable! It is worth worlds even to 
have a good hope of beholding a sight so resplendent with glory. 

Note well the promise-" Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." 
Does not this suggest to us that the King has been seen, though not in 
His beauty. He was seen on earth as the prophet foretold, "despised 
and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." And 
as seen then we are told there is no beauty that we should desire Him . 

. There.was a time when many were astonished at Him. Hia visage was 
more marred than any man, and His form more than the sons of men; 
that was in the day of His humiliation. 

:But we are yet to see the King in His beauty, and I know, beloved, 
that in part that vision doth beam even now upon spirits before the 
throne. I would not exactly 8ay that they have eyes, for they have left 
these organs of sense behind them. They have not received the fulness 
of this promisP, yet in a measure they see the beauty of the King, that 
beauty which His Father has put upon Him now that He has ascended, 
up on bigh, and 1·eturned to the Father, having obeyed all His precept~, and 
fulfilled all His will. His father has already rewarded Him. He sits en
throned on. the right hand of the Majesty on high; He is adored and wor
shipped. It is nu small sight for our disimprisoned spirits to behold Him 
and adore. But remember the spirit•dn heaven without us cannot be made 
perfect, so says the Apostle. They are waiting for the adoption-to wit, 
the redemption of the body-waiting for the trumpet of resurrection. It 
is then, methinks, that this blessed hope will be fully verified, "Thine 
eyes shall see the King in His beaut,}'." As Job puts it, "I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that He sll.all stand at the latter day upon the 
earth; and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in tuy 
tlesh shall I see God, whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes ~ha.ll 
behold, and not another." Our bodies shall be raised from the dead. 

" These eye~ shall se,e Him in that day, 
The God that died for me ; 

And all my rising bones shnll say
Lord, who is like to Thee?" 
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From the dark chambers of the grave we shall come forth with all the 
bI@od-bought company of the faithfuL Then we shall aee the King, in 
lilis. beauty. What beauty that will be! We steadfastly look for His 
appearing when He shall come the second time. This personal manifes
tation. must be welcome to the saints. To see Him then must be to see 
His beauty. Our senses relieved of infirmity will be endowed with full 
cap11,city, our graces being increased, and our spirits lively and vigorous 
to appreciate His wonderful person. As God and Man we do now 
believe in Him ; but how little can our faith anticipate the vision ! We 
acknowledge the mystery which is as yet unveiled. How little are we 
aifected by the wonderful information which mud astonish angels-that 
the infinite can be joined with the finite, that the Godhead can be in. per~ 
feet union with the manhood, the bush of the manhood burning with the 
glow of the Godhead, yet not thereby consumed. 'Tis matchless that the 
Eternal should link Himself with finite flesh ; that He should hang upon 
His mother's breast, who bears up the colL1mns of the universe. Strange 
conjunction l Till we wake up in His likene,s we shall never thoroughly 
understand it. Oh, how a.mazernent will resolve itself into admiration as 
we gaze upon Him who has a nature that we have been familiar with, the 
proper divinity which no man hath seen or can see ! What grandeur 
to behold ! what rapture to experience when our eyes S8e the King in 
His beauty! The sight will overwhelm us. But in other respects than 
that which is essential to His Kingly dignity the spectacle will be illus
trious. In the hour of conquest He will take po~session of a throne which. 
no rival dare dispute. Judas will be there, but he will not think of 
betraying Him. Pilate will be there, but he will not think of questioning 
Him. The Jews will be therfl, but they will not cry "Crucify Him." 
The Romans will be there, but they will not think of hauling Him away 
to execution. His enemies in that day shall lick the dust. They shall 
be like chaff before the whirlwind in the day of His coming. And what 
will be the splendour of His glory when He shall be proclaimed King of 
kings in His beauty with all the insignia of His royal power ! 

He will have the beauty of state pageant too, for He will assume office 
as Judge of quick and dead. Then will the trumpet sound, and all the 
solemn pomp of the great assize will encircle Him round about. The 
vivid lightning will flash through the universe, and the roar of His 
thunder shall awake the dead, while an irresistible summons shall compel 
them to appear before His dread tribunal. From His searching gaze no 
creature shall be hid, and every eye shall see Him. They also that 
pierced Him, and all the kindreds of the earth, 1,hall weep and wail 
because of Him. But to us that awful pomp will not be ::.ppalling, but a 
:fit accessory on which His royal beauty is displa_yed. We shall admire 
the hand that holds the sceptre, for we shall recognise it as the same hand 
that was on.ee pierced for us. We shall admire the voice that condemns 
the wicked and bids theru "nepart I " for that voice shall pronounce our 
Welcome, saying," Come, ye blesaed." We shall admire the Shepherd'a 
crook with which He ~hall separate the sheep and the goats, for it will 
apportion us to eternal bliss, though it shall dismiss the goa.ts to their 
r;ternal doom. Thrice happy and most blessed shall we be in that day. 
rerror and trouble shall be the lot of the world; trust and triumph shall 
ijie11, be the port.ion of the saints. He shall be admired in all them that 
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believed; and when that final judgment shall have fulfilled its de~tined 
purpose, He shall be in His beauty seen as the Conqueror of all evil, the 
Conqueror of &in, of death, and hell. The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death. How shall we see Him in His beauty when death 
itself shall die ! I cannot attempt to describe that beauty. It is far too 
dazzling for me to picture. I have dreamed of it sometimes in sacred 
soliloquies. My faith has tried to realise the facts which are revealed 
unto us by His Spirit. Still the tongue cannot tell so much as the heart 
hath conceived. There are unspeakable words which greet us in seasons 
of rapture which it is not lawful to utter. Whenever we are caught up 
to the third heaven in rapturous meditation we have but small news to 
tell to men. But how inconceivable to us now is ~he glory of Christ as it 
shall be when all His people are present with Him in heaven. I have 
not touched upon the millennial age or the latter-day glory. Your 
thoughts can fill up the vacancy. But what will be the beauty of Christ 
in heaven in that day "when He shall make up His jewels"! What are 
the jewels of our King but His redeemed people 1 What will be the 
ornaments of His state but those for whom He shed His blood ? And 
when they are all there, then we shall see the King in His beauty with 
all His jewels. Beauty ! A shepherd's beauty lies much in his simple 
garb; a mother's beauty-very much of it is to be seen as she appears in 
the centre of a happy and lovely family. So, beyond all doubt, the 
beauty of Christ will be most conspicuous when all His saints are with 
Him. I was in company with some good people lately who were discuss
ing the question whether we should see the saints in heaven. I do not 
know whether they settled the question to their satisfaction, but I settled 
it very well to mine. I expect to see and know all the saints, to recog
nise them, and rejoice with them, and that without the slightest prejudice 
to my being wholly absorbed in the sight of my Lord. Let me 
explain to you how this can be. When I went the other day into 
a friend's drawing-room, I observed that on all sides there were 
mirrors. The whole of the walls were covered with glass, and every
where I looked I kept seeing my friend. It was not necessary that I 
should fix my eyes upon him, for all the mirrors reflected him. Thus, 
brethren, it seems to me that every saint in heaven will be a mirror of 
Christ, and that as we look upon all the loved ones, gazing round upon 
them all, we shall see Christ in every one of them, so we shall still be 
seeing the Master in the servants, seeing the Head in all the members. 
It is I in them and they in Me. Is it not so 1 It will be all the Master. 
This is the sum total of heaven. " Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
beauty,"and they shall see the beauty of the King in all His people. Nor 
does it appear that the manifestation shall be ever withdrawn, or that we 
shall ever leave off seeing the beauty of our King. There is the mercy. 
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty," on and on and on still, 
and on, for ever on, discerning more and more of the beauty, the in
exhaustible beauty and splendour of the Sun of Righteousness world 
without end. The theme grows upon us. We must curb ourselves. We 
can but skim the surface as the swallow does the brook. 

II. Now as to the nature of this vilrion, we know it is in the future. 
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." You poor sinners muat 
be content with seeing the King in His majesty. Happy souls who come 
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to see Jesus on the cross! Oh, it is joy for them to look unto Him and 
be saved. Behold the Lamb of God-behold the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. Poor sin-sick soul, are you looking to Jesus to 
be saved 1 If it be so in the present, then in the future you shall see 
Him in His beauty. It will be a vision for all. Their natural sense shall 
discern the real Saviour, " Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." 
It is not merely thy spiritual perception, but thy natural eyes. Does not 
Job express this conviction-" whom mine eyes shall see." Oh, yes, not a11 
it now is with this flesh and blood, but still with this body! I call thee 
a vile body sometimes, my poor flesh and blood, and so thou art. Yet in 
thine origin there was something good, and in thy desti.Ry, there is some
thing better-" Bone of thy bone, and flesh of thy flesh." Born of a 
woman as thou wast, and fed on bread as thou must be, and though the 
worms devour thee, yet shalt thou rise again. Oh, body, thou art eTen 
now the temple of God. Know ye not that your bodies are the membel'l!I 
of Christ 1 Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 1 
These eyes shall see Him. They may be weeping eyes, aching eyes, weary 
eyes, and sleepy eyes, ay, or even blind eyes, or your failing eyes on which 
the curtain is being drawn about you-your eyes shall see the King. When 
heaven is in sight there will be no need for glasses to assist your vision. 
Your eyes all strengthened to bear the light, as the eagle's eye, when the 
sun shineth in his strength-" Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
beauty." It will be a personal vision. "Whom mine eyes shall see, and 
not another." It shall not be somebody else repeating another's testimony, 
"Yes, I see Him." I like to hear what John saw, but I like better to 
have John's privilege; we shall be like John, and shall ourselves behold 
Him. Can you realise it7 You recollect in Banyan's Pilgrim's 
Progress how Mercy laughed in her sleep, and Christiana asked her 
what made her laugh so. Mercy replied, that she had seen a beautiful 
vision. Is it not enough to make us laugh in our sleep, to think that 
"thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." To think tha.t this head 
shall wear a crown ; that these hands shall grasp the palms ; that these 
feet shall stand on the transparent globe ; that these ears shall hear the 
symphonies of eternity, and that this tongue shall help to swell the ever
lasting chorus. Oh, who would not rejoice! This is the wine which, as 
it goeth down, makes the lips of him who drinks to speak. Oh, that we 
may all have a personal sight of the King in His beauty ! 

And it will be a near sight, because it will be clear and distinct, 
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." This does not imply a 
distant view of a remote object ; a dim vision of the dazzling splendour; 
but you shall behold Him in such close proximity that you can discern 
every feature of His person, every phase of His comeliness. You shall 
discern all the insignia of His· offices, His conquests, His titles, His 
dominion, and His glory. Now you only see a picture of Him reflected 
as in a glass darkly, then you shall see Him face to face. Oh, that the 
curtain might be drawn up; the veil rent; the vision unfolded! It will 
be a delightful sight.. When He shall app!)ar in His beauty we cannot 
Wear the vestments of our mourning and sorrow. As He is so are we in 
this world. As He shall be revealed, so shall we be also in tha.t world. 
"It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He shall 
appear we shall bE:i like Him, for we shall see Him as Re is." Thus we 



120 A l"RECIOUS :PROMISB FOR A PURI! :Pl!OPLJC. 

sha:ll be beautiful when we shall see Him in His beauty. He shall say to 
us, "Thou avt all fair, my loYe; there is not a spot in thee." Oh, the 
delight, the pul'e unclouded joy, reflootive as the light of heaven. What 
an introduction to eternal felicity this will be when thine eyes shall see 
the King in His beauty ! There is no period, no finale, no end put to it. 
This is no transient spectacle. Hill beauty never fades. Our festival 
can never terminate. Long as He appears in His beauty we shall see 
Him, and be enamoured of His loveliness. Is it not written, "Because I 
live ye shall live also" 1 Without His people, without the complement of 
His saints wit.h Him, He would not be a full Christ at any time. 
"Know ye not ~at the Church is the folness of Him who filleth all iu 
all ? " So all His disciples must be for ever with Him, and they must 
for ever see His face and be partakers of His glory, 

III. Now, to whom is this vision given 1 We find a remarkably full 
description of these people. Read th" U,th verse. '£heir ordinary gait 
diBtinguishes them. "He that walleeth righteously." "The pure in heart 
shall see God;" but if your deportment disgraces you how deep will be 
your dishonour. Unholy creatures will never see a holy God. It is not 
possible. Oh, sinners! what think you of ibis 1 You must be changed; 
you must b1l cleansed ; you must be converted; the Holy Ghost must re
generate you; otherwise you cannot; walk uprightly or stand in the pre
sence of the King in His beauty. 

Next to this they are known by their tongues, "and speaketh uprightly." 
No liar shall enter into heaven. Those who talk lasciviously, those who 
swear profanely, tbe singers of idle songs, those who lend their lips to 
alander, backbite -their neighbours and circulate evil reports in malice
th;ise and such as these can have no inheritance in the kingdom of God. 
Oh, may the Lord wash your tongues, rinse your mouths, and make them 
sweet and cltan; else you will never siug the songs of heaven. "He that 
walketh righteously and speaketh uprightly" is so far approved. But let 
him take heed to his commercial characl!er; for it is further said, "He 
that despiseth the gain of oppressions," or, as the margin has it, of deceit. 
A man that gets money by sque~zing others, by oppressing the poor by 
hard bargains, shall not enjoy the beatific vision. If you buy and sell 
and get gain by lying, by false pretences, by tricks of trade-ay, even by 
the customs that are commonly allowed, though they would look fraudu
lent if thorongbly exposed, you shall have no inheritance in the kingdom 
of God. How can you be gracious when you are not honest 'l He that is 
not·aule to hold the scales lightly, measure out an even yard, or make out 
a bill equitably, may well trtimble :..t being poised in the balances of the 
simetuary, When such as these are weighed they will be found wanting. 
Tboroµgh integrity must stand the test of disinterestedness. "He that 
$haketh his hands from holding of bribes." Some men cannot help pre
ferring coin to conscience. This is the way of bribery. Palm oil was 
largely used when Isaiah wrote. It is much in vogue still ; perhaps not 
so much in this country as in others; but there are plenty of ways of 
receiving bribes besides selling one's vote at the polling booth. How 
many men are bribed by a smile or a crown-bribed to Sabbath-breaking 
-bribed to the follies of the world-bribed to I know not what of error! 
Bu~ drop a shilling into a conscienticus man's hand, and he shakes it 
from his hand; he does not like the touch of it; he is like Paul, who shook 
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off the viper into the fil'e. So the man who is to see the King in His 
beauty shaketh his hand from holding bribes. Moreover, "he stoppeth 
his ears from hearing of blood." He d-oes not like to hear of aruelty, of 
outraae, of wantonly causing pain. He stops his ears; he will not 
listen°to any proposal either to gratify a resentment or to seek a persona.I 
advantage whereby his neighbour would be. injured. In this wicked 
world it is often wise to stop one's ears. ·A deaf ear is a great bles;,ing 
when there is base conversation in the neighbourhood. 

The good man who thus keeps guard over his hands and his feet, his 
tongue and his ears, is likewise kl!own by his eyes. He shutteth his eyes 
froru seeing evil. He shuns the temptations to whfl)h a vain curiosity 
would expose him. Oh, if our mother Eve had shut her eyes when the 
serpent pointed out yon rosy apple on the tree! Oh, that she had shut 
her eyes to it! Oh that she had said, "No, I will not even look at it." 
Looking leads to longing, and longing leads to sin. Do you say, "Thene 
can be no harm in looking, just to see for yourself; are we not told to 
prove all things 1" "Just come here, young mau," says the tempter, 
" you do not know what life is ; one evening will suffice to s.how you a 
little gaiety, and let you see Ji.ow the frolic is carried on. You need not 
share in it, you know. You may learn a thing or two yon never dreamed 
of before. Surely a man is not to go through the wor;Jd a baby. Just 
come for an hour or two and look on." "Ah, no!" says the man, whose 
eyes are to see the King,in His beauty, "the tree of knowledge and evil 
never brought any man good yet, so please let me alone. I shut my eyes 
from the sight of it. I do not want to partiaipate even as a spectator. I 
do not care to look upon that which God will not look upon without 
abhorrence. I know that His love has put my sim; behind His !Mck ; 
what, then, He puts behind His back shall I put before my face. That 
were ingratitude indeed!" Perhaps you say, " Well, if this is the 
character of such as shall see the King in His beauty, I shall never come 
up to the standard." "Nay, but you must, else you will ne~·er enjoy 
the beatific vision." ".But I cannot convert myself after this fashion." 
I know you cannot, but there is one who can. Has not Jesus Christ 
come into the world to make us new crnatures? It is His object and 
intent. "Behold, I make all things new." He changes a man, gives him 
new desires, new longings, and new hopes. And He can change you. 
Let/me ask you, have you ever seen, by faith, the King? Have you ever 
lookid to Jesus on the Cross, and did you ever recognise that Jesus 
Christ, if He is to be your Saviour, must be your King? Yon; say yon 
have believed in Jesus. Yes; but did you take Hiru to be your King 1 
Did you mean to obey Him as well as to trust Him 1 Did you intend to 
serve Him as well as to leau upon Him 1 Remember you cannot have a 
half of Christ. You cannot have Him as your Redeemer, but not as your 
Ruler. You must take Him as He is. He is a Saviour, but He saves 
His people from their sins. Now, if you have ever seen Christ :.s your 
Saviour, you have seen beauty in Him ; He is lovely in your eyes, for the 
loveliest sight in the world to a sinner is His Savionr. "What is the 
latest news," said a certain squire to a companion, accustomed to ·hunt 
With him, who had come up to the metropolis-" what is the latest news 
you have heard in London 1" "The latest news, and the best news I have 
ever heard," was the quick reply, "is that Jesus Christ came into the 
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· world to save sinners.'' "Tom," says he, " I think you are ma.d." 
"William," said Tom, "I know you are. I only wish you were cured of 
your insanity as, by the grace of God, I have been.'' Oh that we did but 
all of us know Jesus Christ in His beauty, and could, every one of us, re
joice in Him, as those do that are charmed by the sight. If you have not 
your eyes opened, you cannot see the King in His beauty. But if they are 
opened now, so that you greet Jesus as your King, and see beauty in Him, 
then, whatever your former life ])'.lay have been, its sins are forgiven
they are blotted out. Thy Saviour's sacrifice, that offered snch satisfaction 
to God for your sins, shall give sweet solace to your conscience. By the 
gracious help of the Holy Spirit, you shall start a fresh career, and begin 
a new life. Be it so; and you will henceforth shut your eyes from seeing, 
stop your ears from hearing, shake your hands from all iniquity, and turn 
aside your feet from it, to live the life you live in the :flesh by the faith of 
the Son of God, to his honour and glory. So shall thine eyes, poor sinner 
-weeping, sorrowing, mournful eyes as they may now be-thine eyes 
shall see the King in His beauty. The Lord grant that we all of us may 
have a present earnest and a future fruition of this delightful promise, for 
His name's sake. .Amen. 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 
CHRISTIAN LIFE .AND WORK. 

THE MAN OF ONE TALENT. 

PART I. 

".AND now, what am I good for 1" 
This p~rsonal question Sam Spring 

put to himself. He was not talking 
to anybody, but simply turning over 
matters in his own mind. He had 
recently been converted, and be
come a member of the church: it 
was therefore perfectly natural that 
having entered into this new re~ 
lationship, he should be desirous of 
knowing how to fulfil its obligations. 
Be was not like some who having 
been enrolled as members content 
themselves ever afterwards with 
giving the church merely the ques
tionable use of their names: what 
he wanted was heartily and grate-

fully to give the church the benefit 
of wholesome words and deeds. 
Though but a young convert, and 
but poorly educated, he still had a 
higher ambition than to be a mere 
church mummy, only fit to be 
packed up and sent off straightway 
to an .Egyptian museum-as useful 
there as anywhere. He felt that in 
saving his soul Christ had done a 
great deal for him ; and, in loving 
return, he wanted to do something 
for Christ. 

But we regret to say the con
ference held with himself did not 
come to much. Puzzled he was at 
the beginning of it, and just as 
puzzled was he at the end. In vain 
he scratched his head ; in vain he 
racked his poor brains : the difli.
cultystill remained unsolved. What 
was to be done 1 Should he not go 
and take counsel with his pastor? 
Yes, that was it; nothing could be 
better. Mr. Parsons, he knew, 
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would receive him kindly, and give 
him the best advice. He would 
put on his hat and go and hold a 
consultation with him at once. 

" Mr. Parsons, will you please 
tell me what I can do to se1·ve 
Christ f" 

" A very proper question, Sam ; 
but first let me ask, what do you 
think you can do ? " 

" Very little, sir, I'm afraid. You 
know how I was brought up. 
Mother was left a widow with six 
children, and being the oldest lad, 
at ten years of age I was sent out 
to work in the fields. All the edu
<:ation I received up to that time 
was picked up at an old woman's 
school in the village, and she gave 
us more cane than teaching, which 
didn't enlighten us 1!mch. Then 
as I grew older I got a little more 
education, only it was of the wrong 
aort. The school was'' The Blind 
Beggar," the landlord was· the 
schoolmaster, and the sots of the 
village were the scholars. Until 
you preached on the village green I 
was as ignorant of the Gospel as a 
Hottentot ; and I often think, 
though God has converted my soul, 
how little I know even now. On 
Sunday night, however, you gave 
me a bit of hope that, uneducated 
as I am, I may nevertheless be 
made useful in some way." 

"How was that, Sam.?" 
"You were talking in your ser

mon about members and the various 
uses God puts them to. Some, you 
said, were fit for one kind of work, 
and some for another ; and that 
every man had his gift. One man 
had ten talents : well, God had a 
niche for that man to fill. Another 
man had five talents : there was a 
niche for that man to fill. A third 
man had but one talent. What of 
him? ,Was he useless? No; just 
.as in the case of the others, God 
had a niche or place for him to fill. 

I felt I was the man of one talent, 
and as I was thinking so you made 
a remark that made me glad. You 
said it was your belief that the 
majority of Christian people were 
men of one talent, and that if eYery 
man would use to the utmost his 
one talent, there would be a com
plete revolution in the Church and 
the world ; and then it just seemed 
to me as if you looked me straight 
in the face and said, 'Now, my 
friend, what are you going to do 
with your taleut ?°' That question 
pierced me like an arrow : it struck 
home, and stuck fast just as the 
harpoon does in a whale, and I've 
been putting it to myself ever since. 
But I'm in a fix : it puzzles me to 
know what talent I really have, 
and until that point is settled it's 
hardly likely I can tell what to do 

. with it ! " ~ 
" True, Sam ; cau you teach, do 

you think, in the Sunday-school 1" 
"No, sir!' 
"Whv ?" 
" Because I cannot read well 

enough." 
" Can you read words of one 

syllable?" 
" Yes ; I can do that." 
" Then you could take the next 

class to the infant's, and instruct 
them out of the Primer. It so 
happens that the superintendent 
of our school was only asking me 
yesterday if I knew of a member 
who could take a class of that kind, 
rendered vacant by the removal of 
the teacher to another town. What 
do you say to taking .it 1 Will you 
try?" · 

" I would do anything to serve 
the Master sir ; and if you really 
think I'm fit for the job I will give 
it a trial.'' 

" Very good. Then I will see 
the superintendent and make the 
arrangement." 

The next Lord's-day morning saw 
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Sam Spring duly installed in the 
a.hove-named class by the head of 
the school. The class itself con
sisted of eight little boys of about 
six years of .ige, all clean and neatly 
dressed. As they looked with a 
certain degree of curiosity at their 
new teacher, they were asked by 
the superintendent if, now Mr. 
Spring had so kindly consented to 
take the class, they would all be 
good boys and do as he bade them ? 
To this question there Wll8 but one 
response. Simultaneously every 
voice cried, "Yes, sir! Yes, sir ! " 
" Then mind you keep your pro
mise," said the superintendent, who 
walked away smiling, though feel
ing, it must be confessed, somewhat 
dubious concerning the probability 
of the promise in each case being 
kept. Matters being thus satis
factorily arranged, the new teach.;r 
aommenced his work. Taking each 
scholar in turn, he heard him read, 
and found that he was able so far 
to impart the necessary instruction. 
At first the humming of voices of 
the classes near rather troubled 
him ; but before the lesson was 
over he got tolerably used to it. 
"Being, though a little rough, natur
ally a kind-hearted man, and having 
a. genial way with him, and a face 
which children naturally took to, 
he was not long in gaining the con
fidence of his young pupil,:1 ; and 
thus it came to pas, that when they 
went home they did not fail to tell 
their parents what a nice teacher 
had been teaching them, and how 
they liked him. "He never gave 
me a cuff on the head," said one. 
"He didn't pull my ears," said 
another. "He picked me up when 
I tumbled down," said a third. 
"And because he said I read so well 
and was a good boy he gave me this 
little picture-book," said a fourth. 
Thus, each one having something 
to. tell in relation to the good doings, 

either positive or negative, of the
new teacher, the parents respee
ti vely drew the conclusion that in 
the possession of such an instructor 
a piece of good luck had evidently 
fallen to the share of their youthful 
offspring ; and, acting under that 
satisfactory impression, they gave 
their children suitable admonitions 
and sundry warnings, all of them 
tending to make them believe that 
if they did not behave well with 
such a teacher, he would be taken 
from them, and then they would 
have another teacher put into the 
class, who, instead of giving them 
kind words and good books, would 
give them what they deserved far 
more-a sound thrashing ! 

For six months the new teacher 
remained in his class, giving great 
satisfaction to his youthful charges. 
lie loved them, and they loved him. 
Not only was this manifested by 
their punctual attendance, good be
haviour, and attention, but it was 
also shown in another way. It was 
no unusual thing for several of them, 
a little before school-time, to watch 
for him coming along the road, and 
when they caught a glimpse of him 
to run and meet him with gleeful 
countenance and other signs of wel
come. Then, having caught him, 
to the school they would escort him 
in a strange fashion. One would 
take hold of his right hand, and 
another take hold of his left; two 
more would be satisfied with grasp
ing his coat tails, while the fifth, 
like a herald, would march tri
umphantly in front of the whole. 
The bystanders good-humouredly 
laughed at the sight-as well they 
might-but as the teacher knew 
that they enjoyed it as well as him
self. and his merry young: friends, 
he smiled with thepJ,aucl unrebuked 
let them laugh on. To these scho
lars he became like a parent. If 
they were absent he inquired the 
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cause ; if they were sick he visited 
them in their homes, and took them 
nice little comforts ; if they mis
behaved themselves (as, alas, in 
spite of their promise, they did 
sometimes) he dealt with. them 
firmly but kindly, and tried to win 
their hearty obedience by words of 
persuasive counsel; and if they be• 
haved well and made progress in 
their lessons, he gave them small 
rewards as tokens of his approval, · 
and in the hope of stimulating 
them to do still better. In this 
humble way for the first half-year 
he toiled cheerfully amongst the 
young, when a chauge took place in 
his relation to the school, which on 
a somewhat larger scale developed 
still further the one talent th:.t he 
was so ready in any shape to piace 
.at his Divine Master's disposal. 

( 1'o be continued.) 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 

BY CHARLES GRAHA>f, 

" He raiseth up tho poor out of the 
-dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the 
dunghiU, to set them amoug princes, 
and to make them inherit the throne of 
glory: for the pillars of the earth are 
the Lord's, and he ha.th set the world 
upon them. He will keep the feet of 
his saints, and the wicked shall be 
silent in darknoss ; for by strength 
shall no man prevail."-1 SAM. ii. 8, 9. 

A YAN, by his own fanciful inter
pretation of Scripture, may make it 
seem to prove or disprove anything 
he pleases. A Tractarian minister, 
wishing to show that men have no 
right to possess or judge Holy 
Scripture for themselves, preached 
from the parable of the good Sa
maritan. In the following way he 
proved it to his own satisfaction. 
'£he wounded man is our fallen 

race. This is consistent enongh. 
The good Samaritan , represents 
Christ. This is fair enough. The 
inn is the Church. To this, 
rightly understood, we object not. 
But all this is preliminary. The 
grancl point follows. The two pence 
are the Old and New Testament. 
These are not given to the wounded 
man ; they are given to the host : 
therefore, sinful laymen are not to 
possess the Holy Scriptures. It is, 
however, unfortunate for this ex.
position that the New Testament 
did not exist at the time the parable 
was spoken. (Col. iv. 16; 1 Thess. 
v. 27 ; Rev. i. 3.) 

Some rationalists, who seem to 
think it would be a grand achieve
ment to overthrow the authority of 
the Bible, try to show that it teaches 
as strange scieuce as is this Trac
tarian' s divinity. Mr.Goodwin,in 
Essays and Reviews, represents the 
writers of sacred Scripture to be so 
ignorant about our world that they 
assert it to be fix.ed and immovable. 
To establish this the poetic lan
guage of the Psalms is quoted, 
such as, "The world is established, 
it cannot be moved " 1 (Ps. xciii. 1.) 
There is, undoubtedly, great igno
rance in question here, but we sub
mit that it is with the essayist 
himself, not with the inspired 
writer. The essayist fails to see 
that the original word mot is here, 
as in very many other places, taken 
in a tropical sense. The ninety
third psalm is prophetic. It car
ries us into the period of millennial 
blessedness, when Satan is bound, 
and the Lord Jesus has assumed 
the government of the world. The 
opening words are, " The Lord 
reigneth, He is clot~ed with ma
jesty." When He reigns the world 
shall be no more shaken with 
revolutions and wars. To be con• 
sisteat, Mr. Goodwin ought to have 
represented every good man as liter-
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ally immovable also ; for it is writ
ten, "Because He is at my right 
hand I shall not be moved" (Ps. 
xvi. 8), Again, "The Lord will 
not suffer thy foot to be moved " 
(Ps. cxxi. 3). 

In her sublime and holy song, 
Hannah affirms that the pillars of 
the earth are the Lord's. The idea 
is that He supports it and all on it. 
Having asserted the Divfoepower in 
nature, she advances to the exercise 
of the same omnipotence in grace. 
He that props the world keeps the 
feet of His saints. 

We lose much by not tracing 
God in nature as well as in grace. 
With the writers of Holy Scripture 
creation is a mighty scaffolding, and 
stars are golden steps to climb to 
God (Ps. xix. i-6). 

In all the grand features of our 
world, we see Divine omnipotence 
and benevolence, Were the earth 
one flat surface, how monotonous 
and uninteresting would it be ! 
Had we no great 'mountains to 
break the violence of storms, we 
could have no sheltered plains or 
valleys, abounding in fruitfulnes5. 
Neither could we have springs, nor 
streams, nor majestic rivers, which 
turn our mills, and spangle our 
meadows, and bear commerce on 
their breast. (Ps. civ. 10-18.) 

What an emblem of the goodness 
and power of God is the sea ! We 
do not marvel that, in the contem
plation of nature, it so arrested the 
attention of David, " 0 Lord, how 
manifold are Thy works ! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all : the earth 
is full of Thy riches. So is this 
great and wide sea, wherein are 
things creeping innumerable, both 
small and great beasts. There go 
the ships : there is that leviathan 
which thou hast made to play 
therein" (Ps. civ. 24-26). 

Who can think without a wor
shipping spirit of-

" The hand Almighty which its chan
nelled bed 

Imm_easureable sunk, and poured 
abroad, 

Fenced with eternal mounds, the 
fluid sphere, 

With every wind to waft large com_
morce on, 

Join pole to polo, consociate severed 
worlds, 

And link in bonds of intercourse and 
love 

Earth's universal family." 

What wonders are connected with 
our atmosphere l Everything that 
moves upon the earth lives by 
breathing it, and extracting its 
oxygen. This oxygen forms about 
one-fifth of its constituents. Now 
contemplate, in London alone, 
above four millions of human be
ings, breathing the surrounding air, 
and taking out of it its oxygen, and 
then exhaling that which, in itself, 
is a poison. Contemplate the fact 
that, if oxygen were withheld from 
man for ten minutes, he would die. 
Add to the commmption of oxygen 
by man that of all the cattle-cows, 
horses, and beasts for slaughter
and all the living things besides in 
London. Then add to this the con
sumption of oxygen by lights, fur
naces, fires, and corn bustion of every 
kind, and you may well ask, How 
do men live in this great city ? 
For this, as for all our other neces
sities, God, in His providence, has 
provided. Air is not like water; 
while its elements are easily sepa
rated, they are ~lso easily mixed. 
The air, too, has in itself both the 
power and tendency to restore its 
own equilibrium. Fresh oxygen 
mingles with the exhausted air 
which we exhale, and so resJores 
the pabulum of life. (Ps. cxxxix. 
14,) 

The Divine wisdom is equally re
markable in the different climates 
of the earth. Nature has every-
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where her counterpoises and com
pensations. In those high latitudes, 
where the thermometer stands below 
the freezing point, every particle of 
moisture in the atmosphere is con
gealed, and the dry air being a 
bad conductor of heat, the natural 
warmth of the body is not so much 
abstracted as in climates less cold. 
Thus the winter season is not only 
to healthy persons tolerable, but; 
enjoyable, and the season of most 
social intercourse. Did space per
mit, we might here remark on that 
Divine wisdom which causes the 
most succulent and delicious fruits 
to grow in those tropical regions 
where they are most required, 
which arranges the quality of food 
for all climates, and its quantity, 
for the world's population, at the 
same time, for the sake of friendly 
intercourse, making one region 
dependent, in a measure, npon 
another. 

God's power in grace is the same 
as in nature. He that sustains the 
universe keepeth the feet of , His 
saints. "His saints" (chasidaiv), 
literally means "those who have 
obtained mercy." They were once 
sinners, but they sought mercy, 
and found it. (Eph. ii. 45.) Hav
!ng received grace, they walk in it. 
They are followers of Christ, and 
imitators of God, showing forth 
the virtues of Him who called 
them out of darkness into His 
marvellous light. Such only does 
holy Scripture recognise as saints. 
(Phil. iii. 17-19; 1 .John i. 6). 

Saints are those who are not only 
holy but active. "He keepeth the 
feet of his saints :" that is, while 
Walking in His ways, He preserves 
and sustains them. Am I serving 
God 1 Then I " shall be holden 
up;" for God is able to make me 
stand. (Rom. xiv. 4.) One of the 
characteristics of Christ's sheep is 
that they hear His voice and follow 

at His call. (.John x. 27-29.) 'J.'.o 
all such safety is guaranteed. (1 
Pet. iii. 13.) 

When His .own glory, and the 
accomplishment of their work re
quires it, God manifests His sove
reign power in preserving His ser
vants from the mischievous designs 
of men. After Luther and his doc
tripes were condemned at the diet 
of Worms, he was still permitted 
to propagate his opinions. Why? 
God, in His providence, gave his 
persecutors other work to do. The 
Emperor Charles V., and Pope Leo 
X., were engaged in war with the 
King of France. The Sultan of 
Turkey, Solyman the Magnificent, 
had invaded Europe, had taken 
Belgrave, which was the key to 
further conquests. With an army 
of two hundred thousand men, and 
with a fleet of four hundr~d sail, 
he was attacking Rhodes. Spain 
was enveloped in the flames of civil 
war. Fifty years before this period 
the art of printing had been in
vented. This led to the revival 
of learning, and Popery, like the· 
fabled Cerberus, dreads the light. 
Pope Adrian himself, who suc
ceeded Leo, admitted that griev
ous abuses existed in the court 
of Rome. The diet of Nuremberg 
drew up a list of one hundred, 
which they sent to Rome, requir
ing reform. It was thus events 
conspired, which, while they gave 
impulse to Luther's ardent mind, 
afforded opportunity to carry on 
that work which ended in the 
Reformation. See a case, in part 
parallel to this, in 1 Sam. xxiii. 
19-28. 

But "the keeping " in question 
refers more to the inward supplies 
of grace than to the outward 
protection of providence. God 
strengthens the souls of his faith
ful servants, either to roll stum
bling-blocks out of their way or to 
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surmount them. Snares are laid 
and pitfalls are dug by the enemy,· 
but discernment is given to detect 
them. (2 Cor. ii.11 ~ 1 John ii. 20.) 

The feet of the saint are only 
kept from stumbling while he walks 
in the narrow way of obedience, 
using the means which God has 
placed within his power. The Lord 
will not, as a rule, do for us what 
we can do for ourselves. ·when, 
.the very night before his intended 
execution by Herod, the angel came 
from heaven to deliver Peter, he 
was commissioned to do what the 
Apostle could not do for himself. 
Peter could not break the iron 
chains which bound him; to the 
angel they had no more strength 
than a spider's thr~ad. Peter could 
not drive back the bolts of the 
massive doors which shut him in; 
before the angel they fly open as if 
jnstinct, with life. Peter could put 
on his own sandals, and gird on bis 
own dress. These things the angel 
.commands him to do. When, in 
our spiritual course, we seem to be 
held back by iron chains, which we 
cannot break, and by bolted gates 
and doors, which we cannot open, 
tha.t is the time to feel perfectly at 
ease. What we can do for our• 

. selves, let us do it ; and what we 
callllot do, let us feel assured God 
will acc.omplish for us. He will 

roll back the :flood, divide the sea, 
or quench the violence of fire, when 
the accomplishment of His own 
glory in us requir·es it. (Ex:od. xiv. 
15-31; Josh iv. 10-13; Dan. iii. 
19-27 ; Acts xii. 3-11.) 

What Christ declares to the 
Pbiladelphian church, is true of 
all His faithful servants until their 
earthly ministry is accomplished : 
" Behold, I have set before you an 
open door, and no man can shut it" 
(Hev. iii. 7-10). In a portrait 
of Tyndale, still preserved in this 
country, beside the heroic man is a 
device : a· burning book is tied to 
a stake, while a number of llirnilar 
books are seen flying out of the 
fire. The meaning is an historic 
fact. Tonstal, the Bishop of London, 
had bought up some scores of Tyn
dale's New Testaments and burned 
them. The money paid for them 
enabled Tyndale to bring out a new 
and more correct edition. 

The physical strength of the 
earthly racer soon becomes ex
hausted. In our spiritual course, 
the farther and faster we advance, 
the stronger we grow. Friction 
wears out the best earthly ma
chinery ; but the more earnestly and 
diligently we labour for Christ, 
the more skilled and efficient we 
become. 

Shepherd's JJum. 
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THE LITTLE FRENCH 
DRUMMER-BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT. 

BY M. E. B. 

CHAPTER V. 

L1sETTE had promised her Aunt 
Jeane to take care of little Frolut; 
so after the funeral he went to her 
house. 

This young woman was engaged 
to a carpenter, and expected to 
marry soon, and settle near her 
native town. The future is merci
fully hidden from mortal eyes, and 
it is probable that could Lisette 
have foreseen in what difficulties 
this engagement would have placed 
her, she would have hesitated be
fore accepting honest Victor Du
plessy as a suitor for her hand and 
heart. Napoleon was now at the 
very zenith of his power ; he 
gilded the chains of the French 
until they forgot they were really 
chains; the conscription alone gave 
him annually upwards of 150,000 
lnen, besides the numerous volun
teers who felt only too happy to 
fight under such a leader. The 
conscription claimed Victor Du
plessy, therefore the young people 
decided to marry without delay, 

· a.nd the commanding officer of Vic
tor's regiment agreec!- to aUow 
Lisette to accompany her husband 
as cantiniere. When Frolut saw 
his cousin Lisette dressed in a 
jacket with shining brass buttons, 
reaching up to her chin, a bright 
l!Carf round her neck, a black felt 
ha.t on her head tied down with a 
smart kerchief under her chin, and 

a long blue cloth coat, a cord cross-
way over her shoulders, fastened 
to a small cask intended to hold 
brandy, he scarcely recognised her-; 
the dress had made so great an 
alteration in her usual appearance. 
At this sight all the enthusiasm he 
had experienced at seeing the little 
drummers .some mouths before re-. 
vived with double foree, and he 
was pressing in his request to be 
allowed to go as drummer in the 
samti regiment. Pierre made no 
objection, so the matter was easily 
arranged, much to Frolut's delight. 

Thus towards the middle of the 
year 1812, we find our little friend 
Frolut, once his mother1s pet, being 
taught the mysteries of beating the 
drum. 

His pride was great at the pro
spect of marching at the head of 
a regiment of the line, with lais 
drum, and his bright strap across 
his chest ornamented with his drum• 
sticks when not in use. Learning 
his part was not always pleasant, 
for the drum-major was of an irri• 
table, impatient ~isposition, with 
little compassion for the young and 
inexperienced drummer of ten years 
old ; and he not unfrequently beat 
time with a large rush-cane upon 
the boy's shoulder because he said 
he was slow at mastering, "Pan, 
pan, rantanplan ! " Like our English 
expressions, "Rub-a-dub, dub! for 
the drum." 

The good cantiniere Lisette kept 
her eye on the child; but as sol
diers are fond of teasing and of 
giving r.icknames, she could not 
always shield him from annoyance. 
Frolut's body was lank and spare, 
and his head larger than usual for 
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a boy of his age and build ; hence 
he went by the sobriquet of " Bil
boquet," as the soldiers fancied he 
resembled a cup and ball. Some
how, he could not stride along like 
a soldier with his cap on one side, 
and his sabre was unpleasantly near 
his feet, when he attempted to let it 
dangle in front in the same way as 
the dandies in his regiment, for his 
legs became entangled, and several 
times he had fallen and iujured his 
nose, much to the amusement of 
his ,comrades, who joked him on 
the state of that organ ; but Frolut 
never laughed at any one. 

He was beginning to see the 
realities of a soldier's life, and to 
realise the enormous difference of 
being at home, even in the poor 
fisherman's hut, and bivouacking 
and marching, &c. ; he was fast 
contracting habits of reserve, most 
unnatural at his age. 

His cousin's duties, too, were so 
numerous that she could not see as 
much of the boy as she wished, 
though she performed many acts of 
kindness towards the poor little 
fellow. 

(To be continued.) 

~tbitb.rs. 

The ltietropolitan Tabe.-nacle: its His
tory and Work. By C. H. SPURGEON. 

(London: Passmore and Alabaster.) 
Price ls. 

.ANYBODY who wants to know every
thing abont Mr. Spurgeon, his pasto
rate, the church he is identified with, 
its past history and its present institu
tions, can find a complete narrative in 
this pamphlet. Its issue last month 
was timed to give authentic information 
to the friends and supporter• of " The 
Pastors' College" who are wont to rally 
round the worthy President in great 
force at the fostival hold during the 
annual week of conference of ministers 
educated in that institution. To mem
bers of the Tabernacle Church and con
gregation this well-told story of which 
they could only have heard snatches 
before is sure to be highly fascinating; 
but we shall be not a little surprised if 
these 120 paaes of wisely collated, well 
stored facts 

0

do' not awaken the sym
pa.thies of a far wider circle of readers. 
Though it can be obtained as a bulky 
tract for a shilling, we very much prefer 
it in the form of a neat, well-bound 
little volume at the cost of two shillings. 
'l'he numerous wood engravings which 

embellish it enhance the value. One 
' of these-one only-is execrable. On 

consulting the Jotter-press, however, 
we learn that its badness is its beauty; 

1 for it is designed as a specimen of a 
certain undesirable edition of Benjamin 
Keach's works. Looking back nearly 
a quarter of a century, and reading the 
past in the light of the present, one 
might easily imagine that "Spurgeon" 
would have proved a success anywhere. 
Still rising from the perusal of this 

' thrilling tale, we are prone to reflect 
on tho Providence of God that allotted 
him his sphere on the Surrey side of 
London, and assigned him Southwark 
as a starting point. Where else could 
he have found a place in the sacred 
genealogy of more noble preachers of 
the Gospel-men of power in the pulpit, 
mon of mark in their generation, men 
who bequeathed an inheritance to their 
successors l 

PERIODICALS AND PAMPHLETS. 

The Baptist Magazine. (Publishing 
office, 21, Castle-street.) An article on 
the Lord J csus Christ's last passover 
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with His disciples is specially good; 
also n.- paper ( one of a series) by the 
Rev. William Barker, of Hastings, "On 
Objections to Modern Theories of the 
Future Punishment of the Wicked." 
The objections are clearly put, well 
reasoned, and vigorously urged. 

Th• Swo,-d end Tmwd. (Alabaster 
and Passmore.) We have read with 
satisfaction the peculiarly constructed 
&rni.pn Bee reported by the Rev. C_. H. 
Spurgeon. One of the many contnbu
tions from the writer's pen for the truth 
of God, and showing the many varied 
gifts of the author in presenting the 
truth. The introduction of caricatures 
of Mr. Spurgeon e.nd his work in its 
ea.rlier stages will cause many to smile, 
though we hope their republication 
may not cause the wicked to reviyo in 
their work of lampooning the Gospel of 
the grace of God. The paper on 
"Pastor Cuff and his work at Shore
ditch" we have read with much inter~st. 

-May our God prosper it a thousand
fold. 

The Baptist and Freeman are still 
h?lding forth our principles with con
s1derable power. We advise Baptists 
to t&ke both papers. 

The General Baptist Magazine. Very 
good. 

The King's Highway (Elliot Stock) 
publishes some well-chosen selections 
from " Cecil's Remains." They could 
not do a better thing. 

The Ragged School Union Qua,·te,·ly. 
(Rent and Co.) Every one engaged in 
W?rk or sympathy with ragged schools 
Will hail with delight the very beauti
ful likeness of the late Judge Payne, 
and will read with pleasure the lines 
written formerly by that truly earneet 
and faithful worker in ragged schools. 
'l'he number also produces well ex
ecuted cuts of the cottage resiilence and 
the memorial tomb of the late judge. 

The Appeal (Elliot Stock), The 
Teachm·'s Storehouse, The 11fother's Trna
SU>"!J. (The Book Society, Paternoster. 
row.) We link these three in trio as 
al] fruitful in good things of profit and 
sweetness. 

Tl,frty-sixth Annual Temperance Ser
mon in Cl1urch-street Chapel, St. Mary
lebon:', London. ( Alliance Offices, 52, 
Parliament-street; Tweedie and Co. 
Strand.) This sermon is the continua: 
tion of a work commenced in the yea.r 
1839 by our late dear friend and brother 
Dr. Burns. The mantle has fallen on 
his son, who is his father's successor in 
the pastora.te at Church-street Chapel, 
and, we presume, intends continuing 
an annual sermon on the all-important 
Temperance question. Mr. Burns well 
reasons out his subject. Many things 
are put with force, and we are sure all 
will agree that drunkenness is the dis
grace and blot of our country and 
times, and that total abstinence, with
out attributing to it erery virtue, is one 
sure meana of grappling with a mighty 
evil. We have, however, more hope 
of result from the banding together of 
good men of all sidos in a holy cruse.de 
against this monster evil than in calling 
on Government for aid. In the one 
case we get immediately to the work; 
in the other we fear that that is being 
pursued which is far off indeed. All 
should read this excellent discourse, 

To Whom should we Go? A Review 
of Dr. Pusey's Sermon recently preached 
before the Unive,·sity of Oxford. (Elliot 
Stock.) The writer, the Rev. John 
Pyer-Barnett has done the Church 
good service, successfully showing the 
unscriptural character of Dr. Pusey's 
teachings on the Priesthood, and well 
telling some wholesome truth from oar 
standpoint. 

Q,uarte,·ly Reco,·d of the Trinitarian 
Bible Society, also A Paper on the Latest 
Defence made by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for thefr Cfroolation of the 
Romish Ve,·sions. How is it we have no 
publisher to oither of them? We should 
like to know that they were being cir
culated by hundreds of thousands, as 
our decided conviction is that the 
British and Foreign Bible Society 
should come out, be separate, and 
tou.ch not the unclean thing. 

Biblical :Museum. (Elliot Stock.) 
Part IV. equal to former numbers. 
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CHALMERS ON THE COMPO-
SITION OF SERMONS. 

A SERMON properly consists of two 
parts-exposition and application. 
The truth lies in the text, like a 
sword in the scabbard. The busi
ness of the minister is first to draw 
the sword-that is exposition; next 
to cut and thrust with it on the 
right and on the left-that is appli
cation. The hearers must first of all 
see what is the mind of God in the 
text; and then that mind of God 
is to be used for their reformation. 
It is not enough that the preacher 
preach the truth.: the hearers must 
also know for themselves that it is 
the very truth of God. The power 
does not lie simply in the truth, but 
in the truth perceived to be of God. 
When this point has been gained, 
then the power of preaching is the 
power of God. Hence careful ex
position, showing beyond all ques
tion what is the mind of God in the 
te-xt, is the indispensable first thing 
in every sermon. Without this the 
sword of the Spirit is not there. 
The sword sheathed is of no avail. 
Let it be drawn by exposition, and 
then let it be wielded with a will. 

HOW TO PREACH. 

IT ought to be remembered that the 
expeunder of the truth of God 
speaks for God, for eternity; and 
that it is not in the least likely that 
he will benefit the hearers except 
he use plainness of speech, which, 
nevertheless, needs not to be vulgar 
or rude. It should also be con-

sidered that if the preacher strive 
to speak according to the rules of 
this world he may please many, 
particularly those that have a lite
rary taste ; but in the same~ro
portion he is less likely to become 
an instrument iu the hands of God 
for the conversion of sinners, or f-0r 
the building up of the saints. For 
neither eloquence nor depth of 
thought makes the truly great 
preacher ; but such a life of prayer, 
and meditation, and spirituality aa 
may render him a vessel meet for 
the Master's use, and fit to be em
ployed both in the conversion of 
sinners and in the edification of tha 
saints.-GEo. MULLER. 

l!'OLLY OF READING 
SERMONS. 

THE common sense of mankind is 
against reading sermons. The 
opinions of all nations among 
whom oratory has been studied or 
practised is against it. The Greeks 
would have Jaughtd to scorn any 
man who would have dared to ad
dress them in the manner, and so 
too would the RomaIJs. The so
called " Church of Rome" permits 
no one to read in her pulpits ; in
deed, save in our own country the 
practice is scarcely known at all in 
any country, or amollg the mem
bers of any profession. Whenever 
men are in earnest, full of their 
subject, and master of it they must 
and do speak; and the whole 
nature of man must be changed 
before it can be otherwise.-Ameri
can Paper. 



UIS 
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TRIBUTE TO SPRING. 

O ! beautiful, beautiful Spring, 
We hail thy approach with delight; 

The woods, hills, and valleys all ring 
With anthems all joyous and bright. 

The Winter has lingered so long,
Thy advent so long been delayed: 

'Tis moot we should raise thee a song, 
For gladness antl joy thou wast made. 

The larks, at the opening day,-
The fish in the silvery streams

Seem glad that the Winter's away, 
And sport in tho sun's golden beams. 

The fields are all verdant and bright, 
The landscape of laughter is full, 

The trees of the forest unite, 
No creature on earth can be dull. 

The primrose and daisy are gay, 
The cowslip and lily in bloom, 

-All bright as tho sunshine in :May, 
And fragrant with richest perfume. 

The meadows, bespangled with dew, 
Where each drop as a pearl doth 

shine; 
All nature is mantled anew, 

Reflecting the glories divine. 

T):ie ploughman, with whistle and flute. 
la merry from morning till night ; 

As Nature no longer is mute 
He toils nnd he sings with delight. 

The shepherd, in pastures all green, 
Near waters refreshing and calm, 

With his flocks he may daily be seen, 
In his bosom he beareth the lamb. 

One and all, in their different spheres, 
In palace, or mansion, or cot; 

Are gladdened when Spring time 
appears, 

There is comfort in every lot. 

0 ! beautiful, beautiful Spring! 
Creation is brightened by thee. 

The woods, hills, and valleys all ring, 
All full of sweet music for ma. 

Pinchley, Ap1·il, 1876. J. BATEY. 

AN AFFECTIONATE HINT RESPECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

"Noi fors&king the assembling of onrseh-es together."-HEB, x. 25, 

TrrE great Jehovah, from His glorious throne, 
Stoops down to make His love and mercy known; 
And bids the chosen tribes of Israel meet 
Where He reveals the gloriee of His feet. 

Where then is that ungrateful sinner found, 
Who slights and disregards the Gospel sound? 
Who when Jehovah in His courts draws near, 
Neglects within those holy courts to appear. 
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Can those who once have tasted Jesus' grace, 
Choose to be absent when He shows His face? 
Shall a few drops of rain, or dfrty road, 
Prevent their public intercourse with God? 

Remember, every time the House of Pra.yer 
Is open for the saints, the Lord is there 
To hold communion with the heaven-born race, 
And give them, from His fulness, grace for grace. 

See! Satan's slaves to scenes of riot go, 
By day and nigM, tl,r-ouglt rain, or hail or sno1c ! 
And shall some visitor, or worldly care, 
Detain belieYers from the Ilouse of Prayer? 

Bear with me, while•I say the crime is great 
Of those wl,o practise coming very late; 
As if God's Service were by far too long, 
So they omit the prayer and eady song. 

A little less indulgence in the bed-
A little more contrivance in the head
A little more devotion in the mind-
Would quite prevent your being so behind! 

I grant, lest I should seem to be severe, 
There are domestic cases here and there, 
Age-illness-sen-ice-things quite unforeseen, 
To censure which I surely do not mean. 

But such will not (unless I greatly err) 
Among the prndeltt ve1-y uft occur; 
And when they do, yon surely should endeavour, 
To come at last, 'TIS BETTER LATE TU.AN ~~VER! 

JoSEPII I:aoNs, 1820, slightly altered and abbreviated. 

~enominatfo'nal ~nttlligtnu. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 
have reluctantly accepted his resigna
tion. REV. C. STARLING announced to the 

congregation of Henrietta-street Chapel, 
Brunswick-square, on Sunday, April 2, 
that he should preach his farewell ser
mon on the first Sunday in August 
next. 

Rev. Henry Dolamore has been con. 
pelled to resign the pastorate of the 
Water-street Church, Stafford, in con
sequence of ill-health, and the church 

Mr. T. Bray, of Beekington, Somer
setshire, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church at King's 
Sutton, near Banbury-

Rev. J. Manning, late of Aberdeen, 
has accepted the pastorate for one year, 
with the view to a more permanent set
tlement, of Salem Chapel, St. George's• 
street, Ipswich. 
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Mr. Arthur C. Perriam, late of Praed
stre<:!t Chm-ch,Paddingten, has accepted 
an invitation toEastgato Ohnrch, Lonth, 
Lmcolnshire. . 

Rev. G. Barr has declined the invita
tion from tho Old Baptist Ohnrch, at 
Cottenham, Cambs. 

Rev. R. J. Rogers, of Regent's-park 
College, has accepted an invitation _to 
the pastorate of the Lower Baptist 
Church, Ohesham. 

Rev. E. P. Barrett, after a pastorate 
of two years, has resigned the charge 
of the Baptist church at Hereford. 

·Rev. J. W. Genders, of the Old Baptist 
Church Park-street, Luton, Beds, has 
accept;d an invitation to the church 
at Portsea. He leaves the church at 
Luton with a membership of 500, the 
greater number of whom have been 
added to the church during the six 
years' ministry ~f 1'.fr. Genders. T~e 
health of his famlly 1s the cause of his 
leaving that ancient church _at Luton, 
which has been in existence since the 
days of John Bunyan. 

Rev. W. W. Robinson, recently co
pastor with Rev. S. Cox, at Notting
ham has accepted an invitation to the 
chtdeh at Claremont-street Chapel, 
Shrewsbury. Active measures are being 
taken for the erection of a new chapel 
and schoolrooms. Tho cash in hand 
and promises already amount to up
wards of £700, ancl the ladies are pre
paring for a bazaar, to be held in the 
autumn. 

Rev. Robert Lewis, of Plymouth, has 
accepted a cordial invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at West-street, 
Rochdale. 

PRESENTATIONS, 

REV. J. JACKSON, of Sevenoaks, on 
resigning the pastoral care of the 
church at Addlestone, Surrey, has been 
presented with an illuminated address, 
and Mrs. Jackson with a silver tea and 
coffee service. 

Rev. E. K. Everett has been pre
sented· with a handsome gold watch 
and appendages, and a purse of gold, 
us a reco,:mition of his services in con
nection ~ith his Sunday afternoon 
lectures in Stalybridge. 

NEW CHAPEL. 

THE new chapel in Charles-street, 
Oamberwell New-road, of which Rev. 
.i. A. Griffin is minister, was opened 
on Thursday. Sermons were preached 
by Revs. C. H. Spurgeon and J._ T. 
Wigner, of New-cross; a.nd at mght 
Mr. Andrew Dunn presided over a 
public meeting. The cost of the build
ing is £1,800. Towards this Mr._ Spur
geon gave £50, and has promrne? a• 
collection. £500 or £600 are reqmred 
to liquidate the debt. Opening services 
were continued on Sunday, when 
crowded congregations assemb)ed and 
sermons were preached, mormng, by 
Rev. J. T. Briscoe, Meard's-court; 
afternoon, by Rev. Wm. Alderson, East
street Walworth; and evening, by the 
pasta:. The gross total received in 
connection with the opening services 
is, so far, about £150. 

THE HIGHGATE-ROAD OHA.PEL.-The 
memorial stone for this chapel was 
placed Thursday, April 20th, by the 
Rev. William Howieson, of Walworth, 
the president for the year of tha 
London Baptist Association. The site 
on which the chapel is being erected 
is a few yards :a.hove the Hig~gate
road Station on the Midland Railway. 
It is a freehold, the gift of Mr. James 
Ooxeter, a resident in the neighbour
hood. Towards the bailding fund the 
London Baptist Association has ap
propriated the sum of £1,500. Sir 
Robert Lush and six other friends 
have also contributed £100 each. 
Sittings will be provided for 900 per
sons, and the cost of the erection will 
be £6,000, exclusive of the site. The 
first subscription to the building fund 
was made by Mrs. Ooxeter, of New
bury, who on the first of February last 
entered the 102nd year of her age. 

l\IISOELLANEOUS. 

THE quarterly meeting of the Lon
don Baptist Association was held on 
Tuesday. April 11th, at Camden-ro11.d 
Chapel. · At the forenoon assemb}y of 
ministers. the Rev. D. Jones, B.A., of 
Brixton, read an able paper, entitled 
"The Gospel a Trust." This was fo]_ 
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lowed by an interesting and edifying 
discussion. In the afternoon an ad
dreset was delivered by Rev. Archibald 
G. Brown, of the East London Taber
nacle, the vice-president of the Associa
tion. In the evening the public meet
ing was addressoo by the Revs. Dr. 
Landels (president-elect of the Baptist 
Union), Arthur Mnrsell, and T. Vincent 
'Fymms. 

PRESTEIGN.-Tho Baptist Chapel in 
this town has been in an unsafe 
state for some years. In the begin
ning of last autumn it was closed for 
the purpose of the needed repairs being 
carried out. The side walls have been 
taken down and rebuilt, and other ne
cessary improvements made, at an out
lay of £300. Towards this sum £100 
has been subscribed or promised by 
members of the church and congrega
tion, aided by other sections of· the 
Christian church in the town and dis
trict. The reopening services were 
held on Lord's Day, the 5th of March, 
when two sermons suitable to the oc
casion were preached by the Rev. J. 
Hall to large congregations. On }Ion
day, the 6th, at 3 p.m., the Rov. C. 
Griffiths preached an able sermon to 
an attentive audience. At 5 o'clock 
a public tea was held in the Assembly 
Rooms, to which a goodly number of 
visitors and friends sat down. In the 
evening, at 6.30, a public meeting was 
held in the chapel, presided over by 
the Rev. Evan Davies. Appropriate 
addresses were delivered to a large and 
attentive audience by tho Revs. T. 
Jermine, R. Shindler, J. Hall, C. Grif
fiths, D. Roe, R. Smith, and S. Wat
kins, pastor of the church. 

Recognition services in connection 
with the settlement of the Ren. William 
Jeffery, as pastor of the church assem
bling in Trinity Chapel,Boxley Heath, 
wore held on Wednesday, April 12th. 
In the afternoon, at 3 o'clock, a sermon 
was preached by the Rev. J. T. Wigner. 
A public meeting was held in the even
ing. The chair was taken by I. C. 
Johnson, Esq., J.P., of Gravesend. The 
following gentlemen addressed the 
meeting: Rev. A. Tessier, W. Good
man, B.A., A. Sturge, E.T. Gibson, J. 

Geddes, E. M. Le Riche, and other 
friends. 

BAPTISMS. 
Abtrtillery.-April 2, at the English Chapel, 

Seven, by Lt Jones. 
Arerington.-April 2, at Barnes-street Ch&pel, 

Four, by H. C. Atkinson. 
Ashton-una.e,~L11ne.-M&rch 19, One, by the 

Pastor. 
Bacup.-March 2G, at Zion Chapel, Three, by 

C. W. Gregory. 
Barnsley, Yorks.-April 2, Eight, by B. W. 

Osler. 
Birminqham.-March 26, at Bond-street 

Chapel, Three, by G. Wheeler; March 2~, at. 
Christ Church, Six, by W. Walters. 

Bishop Auckla•d.-March 19, Six, by H. Gray. 
Braclford.-Me.rch 5, at Telly-street, Five, by 

B. Wood. 
B,'i,tg,nd.-March 26, Three, by Mr. Cole. 
BuJwell, Notts.-March 22, Three, by C. 

Crouch. 
Rurton-on-Trent.-March 2G, Threet at Guild

street Chapel; March 29, One, lJy J. Coken. 
Carmadhen.-lforch 26, at the Tabernae:lt:1, 

Eleven, hy J. Thomas; April 2, M English 
Chapel, Five1 by Evan Thomas. 

Clay Cross,-April 2, Seven. byW. Williams. 
Coatbrid(Je, Scotland. -March 19, Two; 

March 26, One; April 2, Six, by J.M. Hewson. 
Congleton.-March 22, One, by .T. Walker. 
Consett, Durham.-March 26, Three, by M. 

Morris. 
Cwmdare, Glo.m.-March 19, Two, by J. 

Evans. 
I!a,oley, Salop.-April 2, Five, by W. 

Wootton. 
Dow/ais.-March 23, Three, by A. Ilum

phreys. 
Dr1fald.-March 26, Four, by Chas. Welton. 
.l)unfermline.-March 16, Five, by J. T. 

Hagen. 
Eye, Suffolk.-March 26, Six, by W. W. 

Ilaines. 
Pa/mmith.-March 29, at Webber-street 

Chn.pel, Three, by W. Fuller Gooch. 
Pranksl>ridge.-Yarch 26, Two, by E. Bebb . 
.Fromt.-March 231 at Sheppard's Barton 

Che.peJ, Fiva, by the Postor. 
Gainsboro', Lincolnshire.-March 1!), Three, 

by J. Fogg. 
Gala.shiels.-March 19, Two, by C. Hill 
Gladestry, Radnorshire.-April 9, Two, by T. 

Jermine. 
G/odwidc, O!dham.-March 15, Six, by N. 

Richards. 
Golcar.-ApriI 2, Fo1rr1 by T. Bury. 
Grangeiown, Cardi!I,-March 19, Three, by 

Price Jones:. 
lial(lux.-March 10, al Trinity-road Chapel, 

Four, by James Parker. 
Hay.-March 26, Three, by J. Mathias. 
Hevwood,-March 19, al Bochdale-roa<l, 

Ohape~ Four, by W. L. Mayo. 
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H4ihlalt-March 19, a.t Bethel Ch&pel, Nine, 

bf/-1,;~rd:i-arrl, Notts.-Ma.roh 22, Two, by 
c D. Crouch. 

'.J..,.,.,,,.......!jn,.-Ma.reh 19, Two, by W. 
'Satoh well. 

L,we&.-Maroh 16, Two, by William J. Scott. , 
:i;.,,.,,ool.-M.&rch 26, at Soho-street Ch&pel, 

Sil<, by E. Wo.lter. 
I,onq S..tt,,,..-March 29, Nine, by G. Fowler. 
Lumb, La.nea.shire.-March 26, Seven, by D. °=• Chesbire.-March 19, Two, by Hugh 

D&vies . 
.J[andze.,ter.-Ma.rch 29, at Round Chapel, 

'l'hree, by S. Baokhouso. 
JleUltam, Yorks.-Feb. 23, One, by J. Alder-

son.- . . 
· Xetr<lf)olitan Distrid :-· 

Barting.-Mareh 22, Three, by W. J. 
Tomkins. 

Barne&, S. W:-March 26, Two, by F. J. 
:Brown. 

Bo1·ough.-March 26. at Borough-road 
,QbapeI, Seven, by G. W. McCree. 

Bromley-by-Bow.-March 1.5, at George
:sh"eet Chapel, Six. by W. J. Lambourne. 

Chiswick.-MILrch 26, Four; April 2, On~, 
by Mr. Pettma.n. 

Commerdal-roa<l.-March 26, Four, by J. 
Fletcher. 

Hackrwy-roarl, E., Providence Chapel.
March 30th, Nine, by W. Cuff. 

Metropolitan Tabernacle.-M:areh 231 Seven; 
March 30, Twenty-five, by J. A. Spurgeon. 

Peckham.-March 30, at P&rk-road Chapel, 
Five, by T. Te.m. -

f31. John'• Wood.-March 16, at Abbey-road 
Chapel, Ten. by W. Stott. 
Mo,, Zide.-Mu.rch 26, Four, by R. Chenery. 
Mountain Ash (English.)-March 19, Four-

.teen. by John W. Willi•ms. 
N.,,,po,•t, Mon.-March 2~, at Stow Hill 

Cha pelt Nine, by John Dougfa.s. 
New Swindon.-March 29, Six, by G. T. 

Edgley. 
Nottingham, Bros.d-street.-l!farch 15, Eight, 

by W, Dyson. 
Offord, Hunts.-Aprll 2, Six, by A. McCaig. 
Ogd n, near Rochda.!e.-Mu.rch 26, Ten, by 

A. E, Greening. 
Olrl Bi.iford.-April 2, Five, by W. Dyson. 
Omton, near Northwiek, Oheshirc.-April 

2, Seven, by J. Harvey. 
Ozforrl.-Morch 3, at New Rood Chapel, 

Eight, by J. P. Barnett. 
Presteign.-Ma.rch 12, One; April 2, Two, by 

8. Watkins. 
},[~olven (Eng. Church).-One, by A. F. 

llidding,.-M,rch 19, Two, by Mr. hmeson. 
.Ris-e-a:.-April 21 at tha English Oha,pel, Two, 

by Thomas Thoma,. 
FRYae, I. W.-Park-road Chapel, March 30, 

our, by John Harrison. 

lI
Shem,es,-011-Sea.-March 29, Two, by J. R. 
•d!er. 
St. Helen'• Lancashire.-11arch 26, at Park

road Chapei Three, by J. Harrison. O:'· Neots, Hunts.-April 2; at Easl-£1reet 
&peJ, Three, by John Raymond. 

Sunderlanrl.-Feb. 27, a.t Sans-street Ch•pel, 
One; March 19, One, byJ.P.Beet. 

f,wan,ei.-March 29, at Mount P!e....mt 
Cha.pel, Five, by J. Owen. e.fter which Fll'ffllm 
were baptised by Mr. A. E. Johnson. 

SwanwicJ:, Allreton.-March 12, Nilili, by T, 
Ha,yden. 

Tamworth.-April Z, at the Taberna.cle, Five, 
by J. Dixon. 

TMrnbury, Gloucestershire.-April 16, Three, 
by George Re,,s. 

Todmorden.-Ma,rch 12, u.t Lineholme Chapel, 
Two, by W. Sharman. 

Treherbert, Rhoadda Valley, Gla.morg&n
shire.-March 26, Four, by H. Rosser. 

Trowbridge.-March 22, Thirteen, by W. 
Barnes. 

Ventnor, I. W,-March 26, Six, by J. Wil
kinson. 

Wdinsgate, Yorlrn.-April 2, Two, by J. 
Bamber. 

Wedmor.e, near Weston-super-M11re.-Ma.rch 
19, Five, by T. J, Hazzard. 

Wem, Shropshire.-March 26, Five, by Hugh 
Hughes. 

West Val•, near Halifax.-Mareh 12, Eight, 
by J. Preston. 

Whitehaven,-April 9, Two, by J. W. Cole. 
Woiv,rhampton.-March 26, a,t Lichfield

street Chapel, Five, by W. M. Thomas. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
WE nave to record the death of the 
Rev. W. F. BURCHELL, formerly for 
many years the respected pastor of 
the church in West-street, Rochdale, 
aud also secretary of the Lancashire 
Association of Baptist Churches. Ho 
died on Thursday last, at his residence 
in Burnt Ash-lane, Lee, Kent, whither 
he had retirecl about six or seven years 
ago. After lea,ing Rochdale he took 
up his residence at Blackpool, .and, 
in spite of his advanced age, or
ganised a Baptist church in that 
favourite Lancashire watering-place, 
not leaving the friends thero until 
he had seeu them secure in the pos
session of a handsome chapel. Ila 
had attained his 77th year, and we 
nnderstswl that bronchitis was the 
causo of de<1th. He was a man of 
superior scholastic acquirements, of 
exact business habits, and considerable 
organising power. A solid, persuasive 
pre11cher, and a most devoted pastor, 
his whole life breathed the most fer
vent piety. Ho w11s a brother of 
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Thomas Burchell, the celebrated co. 
worker with William Knibb in Ja
maica. 

WE have to record the death of the 
Rev. GEORGE A. Yomm, Baptist mi
nister, Kilmarnock, N.B. He was 
born at Portsoy, Banffshire, on the 7th 
of August, 1839. In his earliest years 
he gave proof of those prominent traits 
of character which marked his after
life-a warm heart, a strong will, and 
a persistent determination to carry out 
his purpose. He received a liberal 
education, having attended school un
til he was seventeen years of age, his 
preparations for college being inter
rupted by the death of his father. In 
order to prepare himself for the mi
nistry, he loft his business and con
nected himself with :Mr. Spnrgeon's 
Colportage Association. He laboured 
for upwards of two years in East 
Kent, until, by excessive devotion to 
his work, his strength gave way. In 

the April of 1869 he entered the Pas. 
tors' College. After the completion of 
his studies at college, he held the pas. 
torato of the Baptist church at Cran
ford until, from failing health, he was 
necessitated to return to his native 
home for rest. Recovering somewhat, 
he did good service successively at 
Brandesburgh, Blairgowrie, and Loch
gilphead. From each of theso churchM 
he received an invitation to the pas
torate, but deemed it expedient ·to 
declino. In 1874, he was _chosen to 
the oversight of the Baptist church, 
Kilmarnock. How successful his la
bours wero the Scottish Union and 
Home Mission Reports bear ample 
testimony. The work ho undertoo_k at 
Kilmarnock proved too much for his 
feeble strength. After three months 
of groat prostration, he died in the 
strength and assurance of the Gospel 
he preached, leaving a wife and four 
young children to mourn his loss. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PBESIDENT-0, H, SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts fr(fTfl, iliarcl, 18th, 1876, to April 18th, 1876. 

£ s. d. £ ,. d. £ ,. d. 
Mr. C. H. Emmerson 1 0 0 1fr. R. Fergus ,. ....... 3 0 0 Mr. C. Rall 1 1 0 
Mr. Hayles ............ 1 0 0 R.L. 1 0 0 Mr. J. G. Hall ......... 1 1 0 
Mr. A,Buet ............ 0 10 0 Mr. Spriggs ............ 0 :; 0 Mr. J. Temple ......... 1 1 0 
Mr. T. Scoula.r ......... 3 0 0 Mr. S. Veall ............ 2 2 0 Mr. Toller ............... 5 0 0 
D.D.D ...........••.....• 1 1 0 Mrs. T ................... 100 0 0 Mrs. Toller 1 1 0 
Miss Bowley and MissT. 2 0 0 Mfas C. Toller .••..•.. , I 1 0 

Friends ............... 0 10 Miss Carr ............... 1 0 0 Mr. G. Pedley ........• 5 0 0 
Mrs. A. Wilson I 4 Mr.Mills 5 5 0 Mr. J. Wilsim ......... :; 0 0 
Mr. T. King ...... :::::: 10 0 Dr. Underhill ........• 3 3 0 Mr. A. Wilson ......... 5 0 0 
A Friend, per Mr. Mr. Tubby ............... 5 0 0 Mr. J. W. Baker ...... 1 1 0 

King .................. 2 10 0 Mr. E. Dear ........•..• 0 " 0 Mr. and Mrs. Pen-
Charlie Welton ...... 0 6 0 Mr. J. Finch ....•....... 15 0 0 ston .••....•.....••.....• 5 0 
Miss Peachey .•...•••• 1 0 0 Mr.Oxley ............... 2 2 0 W. McArthur, Esq., 
E. J. e.nd W. G. . ..... 0 10 0 Mr. Duncan •......•.... 100 0 0 M.P. ·····•··•····••··· 10 10 0 
Chelsea.. per Rev. F. Mr. Padgett .......•.... • 5 0 0 Mr. W. C. Greenop .•• 2 2 0 

H.While ••.••....... I 1 0 Mrs. Stevenson. ....... 1 1 0 Mrs. Brown ............ 2 2 0 
Mr. G. Morgan ........• 15 0 () Mr. E. Hunt .~ .........• 3 3 0 Mr. F. J. Homiman 5 5 0 
Miss Anderson .•.•..... 0 2 6 Dr.Swallow ............ 1 1 0 Mr. T. Knight ..•...... 2 2 0 
Mrs. Feelding ......... 0 5 0 Mr. Daintree. ............ 2 2 0 Mrs. Virtue ............ 11 0 0 
Mr. and Mrs. Miller 1 0 0 Mr. W. W. Baynes ... 2 0 Mr. W. C. Collins ... 2 2 0 
Mr. G. Seivwright ... 0 10 0 Mr. T.Ness ....... , ... 15 0 0 Mr.J.P.Bacon ...... 5 0 0 
C.R. 0 10 0 Mr. S. Thompson ..• 2 2 0 Rev. S. Minton 1 I ., 
Messrs. Cockrell and Mr. and Mrs. Allison r, 0 0 Mr. N. J. F. Bas;;~it 2 2 0 

Collinson ············ 2 2 0 Mr. Robinson ........ 10 0 0 Mr. Figgfa ............... 3 3 0 
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£ s. d. 
Mr. J. H. Towend ... o O o 
Mr. and Mrs. Price ... 10 0 0 
Mr. and Mrs. JOdiles 10 0 0 
The Earl of Shafte1<-

bury .................. 20 o o 
Mr. W. Pool............ o 2 6 
Melbourne............... 0 5 0 
Mr. E. Fisher .....•..• li t 0 
Mr. J. Cowdy ........• ll 2 O 
J.H .••...•............... o o o 
Mr. Whitta.ker ......... li O 0 
]l[r.andMrs.Hammer 5 0 0 
Mr. Marcom .......... .. 2 2 0 
Mrs. Marcom ......... 1 1 0 
Miss Morcoril ......... 1 1 o 
Mr. A. W. Fisher ... 1 1 0 
Mr. B. Fisher, jun. .. . 1 1 0 
MTS. T. P. Fisher...... 1 1 O 
Mr. T. P. Fisher ....•• 3 3 0 
Mr. B. Fisher ......... 3 3 O 
Mr.F.JonesandWife 1 1 O 
W. T .•...•.......••••••..• 0 Z 6 
A Friend.................. 5 0 0 
Mr. D. Bumstead...... 1 1 O 
Mr. J. Jarvis............ 1 1 O 

· Mr. Abraham ......... 5 O 0 
Mr. S. Mart •••••....... ~ 0 
Mr. A. Nisbet . . .. . .. . . 5 0 
Mr. J. Coxeter •••...... I 1 0 
Mr. C. H. Goode ...... 10 10 0 
A Friend ............... o 5 o 
Mr. and Mrs. Croker 2 2 0 
Mr. J. Colman ......... 50 o o 
Mr. J. B. Mead ......... 10 10 O 
Mr. W. Edwards...... 5 O O 
Mr. and Mrs. Higgs ... 50 0 0 
Mr. Wm. Higgs, jun. 5 0 0 
Mr. G. Higgs............ 5 0 o 
Miss Higgs............... 5 o o 
Miss M. Higgs . . .. .. . . . ,; o o 
Miss A. Higgs ......... 5 0 O 
Miss Dransfleld . .. .. 5 /'j 0 

~:: ~:r~~~n:::::::::::: i i g 
Miss Grabam..... ....... 1 1 0 
Miss L. M. Kemp...... 1 1 0 
MissE.J.Kemp ...... 1 1 0 
F.R.T .................... l 1 O 
Mr. and Mrs. Mansell O 0 
Mr. and Mrs. Davies 5 O O 
Miss Cornish............ 0 0 
Mr. J. Partridge ...... 0 0 
Mr. and Mrs. Parker O O 
Mr. and Mrs. S. John-

£ •• 
Mr. and Mrs. Everett 5 5 
Mr. and Mrs. Boot ..• 4 4 
Mr. Henry E. Boot . . . 1 1 
Mr. and Mrs. Col ...... 8 3 
Mr. T. H. Olney ...... 20 0 
Mr. A. Ross ........ .... 5 O 
0. B. K. .................. 0 10 
H.P. B. .................. 1 0 
J. c. B. ..................... 0 Ii 
Mr. W. C. Harvey ... 5 Ii 
Mr. and Mrs. Share... .G 0 
Mr. and Mrs. Cockrill 0 
Mr. T. Graenwood, 

jun ...................... 5 
Mr. Sharp ... .. ... ... . .. . 1 10 
Mr. W. Harrison ...... 10 10 
Mr. and Mrs. Marsh 10 0 
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THE PIERCED RE.ART OF JESUS.• 

,l SllBMflN DJCLIVERED AI :nm ME:l!ROP!>LITA.N LUlERNACI.E, BY-C. B. ~ON. 

"Tken."eatllll tho soldi.,rs andcbmko the lags oftheJi:rst,.and.of tho.o't!herwhich 
was .m:ucifiad ,with Rim. But when• they camo to Jesus and saw tha.t He ·was 
-dead already, they break not His legis: but one of the eolaiors with a.spear piaroed 
His side, and forthwith came thereout blood and water, And he that a&w it.ha.re 
record that his record is true: and he knoweth that he aaith true,. that ye mjghl 
believe. 'For these things were done that the.Scripture should be fnlfille.d, A bona 
-0fHim--shalLnot'be broken. And again another Scripture saith, They shall lo.ok 
onHim•whomtheyhave pforoed.''-ST. JOHN xix, 32--37. 

Wni&T a wonderful conjunction df prophecy and Providence! I want you 
to behold it, and admire it. Two texts of Scripture, the one in Exodus 
the--0ther in Zechariah (such a long interval having occurred between the 
•distinct reeords), prediet, the former th&t not a bone of the Paschal.Lamb 
should be broken; the latter, that ·He should be pierced. How were 
these twai-n to be fulfilled in the minuteness of one iMident 1 The rough 
Roman soldier comes with the iron bar to break the bones of the three 
prisoners wh-0 have. been crucified. He has orders to break their legs. 
The- well disciplined soldier acts almost mechanically, according to orders. 
Roman discipline was of the very sternest kind. Will not the soldier, 
therefore, break the legs of Jesus? No. Moved by some strange impulse 
he marks that one of the three, J el!Ui!, ,who is called Christ, is dead already. 
Though commanded to break His legs he forbears, but most likely to clear 
himself of all doubt on that point, he pierces His side with a spear. The 
wilfulness of the soldier, wavering though wanton, thus fulfilled both the 
pPophecies of which he must have been himself totally ignorant;. and this 
was brought about first by his not doing what he was ordered to do ; and, 
secondly, by doing what he had not been ordered to do. Oh, how in
scrutable the mystery of Providence ! How marvellously does God rule 
the sons of men while He leaves them to their i own free will! Did not 
this soldier-act alcogether as a free agent, wheth(•r following the dictates 
of his reason or the impulse of his temper, when he thus unwittingly, by 
his singular conduct, verified to the letter the words of prophecy as pre
cisely and-entirely as if he had been a mere puppet moved with wires at 
the instigation of another mind and another hand than his own. This 
was not an accidental circumstance, or a singular coincidence-it was 
Providence ; a sublime purpose of God brought to pass by simple meaJ.s. 

, Irregularities among men do not disorganise the ordained purposes of 
heaven, aud what we think to be chaos is a well-ordered lilJ/ltem far 
beyoud our ken, into which we vainly attempt to peer. . 

I need not detain you with any speculatio1is arising out of the ~ercing 
of our Saviour by the spear. It has been, I think, very soberly argued, 
that in all probability the physical cau,e of ovr Sitviour's death was a 
bn.ken heart. In a scientific treatise by one who had studied the anatomy 

* This s~rmon being Copyright, the right of reprinti11g and translating is reserved. 
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of the subject, and investigated cases which appeared after death to bear 
some resemblance to our Saviour's case, it has been shown that when on 
the heart being pierced a small portion of blood and water has flowed, 
death has been traceable to a heart broken with intense grief. So, if we 
may assign a physical cause to the dealh of our Lord, it appears most 
probable to have been so occasioned. It was anguish that, in the :firi!t 
stage, produced a bloody sweat in Gethsemane, and in the last stage 
ruptured His heart. Not, however, that I am inclined to attach uy 
importance to such arguments or speculations. For my part I do not see 
that there is any analogy, or that analogy need be sought between the 
ca.se of the Saviour and the case of any common man. The anatomist 
would be baffled with an analysis. The body of any ordinary person 
would exhibit symptoms of corruption. From this He that hung upon the 
cross was exempt. When death comes, and the vital spark quits the 
human frame, the process of decomposition speedily begins. But our 
Lord saw no corrupt.ion. Overshadowed as was His virgin mother by the 
Spirit at her conception, His birth was predicted as "that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee." Through the entire course of His life on earth 
the Spirit rested upon Him in a. special manner. And even after His 
soul, had left His body the Spirit preserved and kept that body, so that 
the prophecy was fulfilled-" Neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to 
see corruption." Hence you search in vain for a parallel. The disparity 
of any instances that might be sought for is so palpable that you really 
have not any data to start with, or any premises to reason upon, in the 
effort to judge of what happened in the anatomy of the sacred body of our 
blessed Lord. Instead of following speculations which rather belong t8 
the physician than the theologian, I desire the Spirit of God to conduct 
us into some spiritual reflections ariding out of the piercing of the heart 
of Jesus Christ by the soldier's spear. 

I. One observation, I thiok, lies upon the very surface of the narrative. 
Even after our Lord's death, mm rudely assailed Him. Was it not 
enough that they had scourged His back 1 Did it not suffice that they 
had put a thorn crown on His head 1 Was it not sufficient that they had 
nailed His feet and His hands to the tree? .And yet after they were 
satisfied that the life bad been forfeited to the law, and the body was 
already dead, nothing could content human cruelty till His heart was 
pierced with the lance. Say, now, was not this man who pierced Christ's 
heart a fair though a foul sample of our sinful race ; hh heartless act a 
type of our headstrong profanity. We, too, after the Saviour's death 
have pierced Him. Shall I show you how! The crime is so common 
that you come to condone it. His Godhead is His glory. Deny His 
deity and you not only detract from His dignity, but you make Him un
worthy of our confidence. This is to thrust the spear inllo His very heart. 
Your tone is treacherous when you say, "He is but a man. Though an 
admirable teacher I can only regard Him as a finite creature." Oh, how 
many people go up and d?w11 among us professing to be.members of a 
Protestant Church, and believers in th~ Scripture, who yet will not acknow
ledge the miracles of Christ to be authentic, wrought in token of His own 
personal authority, bearing the witne~a of His Father, and conveying a 
clear proof that He was the Son of God ! The Lord have mercy upon 
those who in this respect pierce our dear Redeemer afreah. If any of us 
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have been guilty of this sin, may we be converted from our dang;erous 
-error, and led to avow Him, like Thomas, "My Lord and my God." 

They pierce Him too who attack the doctrines which He tauu-ht anrl 
the testimony which He delivered. The truth was in Christ's h~art; it 
was written th~re. Whatever He preached with His lips He sanetified 
with His life. His heart was a fountain whence came all those doctrines 
which reveal the Father to us. Do men attack any truth revealed to us 
by Christ, they do in effact what tbe soldier did in fact; they do spiritually 
ae this Roman legionary did literally; they thrust at Hio heart. If you 
disparage the words that Jesus .spake, or call in question the truth that 
He showed to Hie disciples and made manifest.in the word, what is there 
left of that mission in which He ma.de known the will of God the Fat.her? 
To proclaim this truth He came; to bear witness to this truth He ,lied. 
He witnessed a good confession before Pontius Pilate. If you touch those 
doctrines you touch the apple of His eye; nay, you pierce His heart again. 
How do they also thrust at His heart who persecute His people! And 
has He not often. been wounded thus through all the centuries that have 
transpired since He ascended up on high to the Fa.ther's right hand 1 San\ 
of Tarsus pierced His heart, for Jesus said, "Why persecutest thou Me?" 
The sufferings of the men and women, haled to prison, and beaten in the 
synagogue, and compelled to blaspheme, were injuries wantonly and 
wickedly done to Christ Himself. And what shall we say of the martyrs, 
their groans in the prison-house, their cries at the rack, their pan~s at ~he 
stake, their blood so cruelly shed, have not all these touched the Saviour's 
heart 1 

So, too, every rurle jeer a.nd ribald jest; every hard word and bitter 
taunt aimed at a follower of Christ is a reproach of the dear Lord and 
Master for whose sake it is meekly borne, but on their part "who whet 
their tongue like a sword," it is aimed at the heart of Jesus, on whom 
they c,i,unot otherwise wreak their vengeance now, for He cannot hence
forth suffer except in sympathy with the sufferings of His saints. 

And there is yet another class of persons who, although Christ's suffer
ings are over, still continue to pierce Him. They are such as pretend to 
be His disciples, but they lie and practise a foul hypocrisy. Are there 
any such present 1 I tremble as I ask the question. As there were false 
apostles of yore, so there are foul apostates in these days. Their profession 
is only the prelude to their perfidy. They make solemn pledge to obey 
Him, but, like Judas, they only wait a suited opportunity to betray Him. 
They will sell the Saviour for silver; only let the price be high enough 
their principle is low enough ; their conscience will not hesitate to "crucif_v 
the Lord afresh and put Him to an open shame." Oh, you inconsistent 
professors I Oh, you graceless men and women ! how dare you come to 
the table of His fellowship 1 You have a name to live and yet you are 
dead ; you are crucifying Him ; you are piercing Him ; the guilt of the 
Roman soldier clings to you. 

I fear me too there is another class that pierces His heart-it includes those 
who refuse to believe in His willingness to forgive them. When under 
conviction of sin it may be difficult to believe that one ca.n be pardoned, 
but when the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is revealed to us and Hi~ 
infinite condesceasion that brought Him to suffer for us, it does seem bard 
that any abould_doubt Hiw. Yet some there are who link their chains, sit 
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down in despair, and say "He is not willing to forgive." So unkin~-un
generous.a thought aa that lie is unwilldng to foJgive m11St pierce Him,w 
the baa.rt.and cu.t Him t.o the <pi.ick. I know some of you; do not,me&n this. 
You are sta.rtmd now that you think what you ,ar.e d.Ging. I pn._y the 
Loni you may humlaly trust Him. Oh, do not doubt Him, the. &a-of 
God, who suffered for His enemies, !lU:rrendering His lire for ev.en ilhe un
godly. Will you, can you, stiltl distrust-Him 1 Will yuu,doubt the teati-
:mony which God has given eoneeming His Son? Were it n-0t far better 
that you honoured Him by cu.sting youreeLv-es at His feet 1 A.ngelB tb&t 
sing Ris praises night a.nd day unceasimgly, do not ltono11r Him more tWlfl. 
you will do, it~ all black and defiled as you are, you will cOIUe and tra 
Him that He can wash you and. make you whiter than s110w. Oh, ,do 'Ye• 
this and pierce His. heart no more. _ 

Some men. pierce the heart of Christ through their earelessnaas. They 
tride,and even -scoff because they have not known Him, or sought by .any 
means to learn what claims He has upon their homage. They dis-
pa.rage those Divine features of his ministry, which they ha.ve Bev-er 
:properly understood. So they pierce the heart of Christ out of ignorant 
prejudice. They are unacquainted with the Gospel themselves. All tlat 
they have heard or read about it has been from the tongue or pen of 
eppoll-!lµ.t or satirmt, and then catching their temper they ha.ve joined in 
:reviling it. .Alas, too, there are some who malign the Saviour ou.t of 
mere malice. Though they know better yet they wilfully blaspheme -His 
name. Stop, oh stop, and pierce Him no more, I pray thee, lest He that 
has meekly endured so long as the Lamb of God should suddenly stir 
Himself up as the lion of the tribe of .Judah, and make you feel the taITor 
of His power, who will 11ot feel the majesty of His love. So much for our 
first point. Even after .J esu's death there are thooe who still pierce Binu. 

II. Our second thought is such as I am charm.id to giTe you. TIMl11e 
attacks upon the Saviour are overruled to display His grace the better. 
His heart is pierced it is true, but with what result, my brethren t DoeB 
there flash from it fire 1 Does the peal of thundering wrath roll over the 
sinner's head 1 Ah ! no ; it is like the sandal tree, that perfumes the ue 
that wounds it. Adown that spear no sooner is it withdrawn from 
the wound than thBre glillhes a fountain of blood and water. The &ttacks 
that a.re made upon .Jesus Christ only display His virtues. Observe how 
this is brought about. If trut.h be attacked, a.nd the Gospel be assailed, 
what is the immediate consequence 1 \Yhy, then, the saints search deeper 
into it, so they come to understand the doctrine better; they learn the 
arguments by which it is sustained, and they love the truth with fondar, 
as we-11 a.s stronger, conviction~, till they feel moved to sacriii.ce themselves 
for it. The he11rl; of Christ was opened by the spear, and often the heart 
ef truth is reveafod by the opposition brought to bear against it. They 
think to confute our doctrines ; they do but confil'm our faith in their 
verity. Where they think they sha.11 prove us fools, they help to make us 
~ages. They drive us to the root of the matte1·, and the rather establish 
us in the precious truth. The March wind tears not up the oak:, but roots 
it more firmly iu its native soil. So sltall it ever be with attacks macle 
11pon our Lord and Master. We shall underatand llim the better lil.lld 
discover more of the Scriptures that were fulfilled in Him. 

Moreover, it often happens that whBn Christ is opposed by pemecutian 
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tbe Gosp!ll is proclaimed with more-zeal, and diffuAed with more r~idity 
Tire- sahrts-who were, in early days, perseeuted in Jerusalem, went every
where preaching the Word. What if I say the spear of persecution does, 
as it were, set the atoning blood flowing more freely among the sons of 
men, and make the purifying water of the Saviour's sacrifice to be 
dispersed over a wider area, and amongst a larger population. Shall I 
compare the persecuted Church to an oppressed nation, and remind yott 
th~ like Israel in Egypt, the more they were oppress~d the more they 
mutiiplied and grew 1 The spear let loi,se the blood and water from the 
heart of J e11ms, and the 2pear of persecution lets loose the Gospel, and 
compels Christian men who might have rested in inglorious ea.se to go 
f&rward and laboriously dispense the Gospel of salvation, telling the grace 
of God to perishing men. So, too (but let no man turn this into evil), the 
very sin of men which doth wound Christ, becomes the means of magnify
ing God's grace. Though it be a vile thing to sa.y, "Let us sin that grace 
may abound," yet is it a most glorious truth that where sin aboundetli 
grace doth mnch more abound. Thus the cleansing power of the blood 
becomes more renowned by reason of the sin that made this wondrous 
sacrifice necessary. Perhaps we had never known the Saviour so well if 
we had not seen sin so clearly in the lives of the pa1·doned ones, wh0 
afterwards were washed, and cleansed, and sanctified by His purifying 
energy. 'l'he very opposition that comes forth is overruled for His 
triumph. The stronger His foes the louder the shout of victory when He 
returns from the strife. 

And when the ChuPCh is assailed (which is one way of piercing C,'hrist), 
she gets some immediate benefit from the grievous trial ; for persecution 
aets like a great winnowing-fan that drives the chaff away from the floor 
on which the pure grain is housed ; it is to the Church like a refiner's 
fire. The mere dross is separated. The faithless who are among the 
faithfnl found soon apostatise, while the ste'rling gold and silver-the 
geuuine l.>vers of Christ-are purged and purifiecl by the ordeal through 
which they are constrained to pass, Oh, blessed Saviour, they do pierce 
Thee, and pierce Thee they may, but Thou art honoured; for their bitter 
reviling elicits Thy sweet virtue. They may thrust their spears into Thy 
very heart, but by giving forth Thine own energy of love and mercy, aud 
greeting them with Sfl-lvation, Thou dost conquer those who thought to 
conquer Thee! Put these two things together, brethren, man continuing 
still to wound the Saviour, and the more redundant display of the Saviour's 
grnce as the consequence. Then :find a total if you can. 

III. Another thought, which diverges a little from the last, may help us 
to pursue our meditation. Since the soldier sent his spear into the 
&.1vfour·s heart, the wav to that heart is open. It was always open ha 
fact, for He always lovti'd the sons of men ; but now ye can see it open. 
It was no little wound that was made by the lance, for into it, we rea.d, 
Thomas put his hand. What a gaping fissure must that have been into 
which the .Apostle might put his palm. "Reacti hither thy hand, and thrust 
it into My side." He lives still, as none of us could· live, with a passage 
to the heart always open. In His very flesh He testifies to us to-day that 
His heart is ready to receive any message that His children m~y choose ~o 
send, and equally ready to respond, with the love that has its fountam 
tlrere. Behold the open heart of Jesus ! it is open that all the grace that 
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is within it may freely flow to undeserving sinners. Think not, sinner, 
that thou hast need to open.Jesus' side. The blood has flown freely. Say now, 
wilt thou eome and wash in it 1 Thou bast not to beg for cleansing as though 
it were a boon hardly to be obtained by importunity; it flows, still !t 
flows. He is willing-as willing as He is able, and as able as He IS 
willing, to cleanse thee from thy guilt. Whatever there may be in the 
heart of Christ, it all flows out. The precious liquid is kept within, bat 
set abroach for every needy, thirsty soul. His heart is open. It is open 
for the do11bter to put his hand into it now. Where art tho11, 
Thomas 1 Dost thou ask som11 hard thi.ng, and say, "Except I see this 
and that, I will not believe 1" Oh, trembler, weigh,ld down by thy sins 
and thy weakness, dost thou not see Him this day in glory, with His heart 
still open towards thee 1 Put thy hand into the wound, and say, "My 
Lord and my God." Accept thy Saviour without hesitation or delay. 
Come and find rest in Him. His side is open for thy hand to reach His 
heart. It is open-that side is open-.:.for those who pierced Him to look in 
to see what they have done, and lament it. :But see how tender is His 
heart, and go to Him without fear. Ye pierced Him ; look at Him and 
mourn because ye did so. Ye sinners, though ye did put your Lord to 
death, His heart is open to you. He invites you to come and receive His 
mercy, that He has treasured up for you. Oh come! .come ye! He will 
receive you now. His heart is open to sympathise with the griefs and 
woes, the prayers and pleadings, the desires and longings, of all His 
people. You know we have to get to some men's hearts through their 
ears, and through their eyes. In not a few of Ollr callous race these 
passages are choked up. You show them sorrow, and they see it without 
emotion. You cannot reach their heart. If you tell them a pitiful tale 
of deep distre'lB, they hear it with indifference ; for somehow the story 
loRes its way in the mazes of the ea1 : it does not reach the heart. Far 
otherwise is it with your Lord. His heart is so accessible that you need 
not fear He will not hear you, or that He will not heed your faintest cry. 
You will feel that you can come close, straight, quick to Him, by a near 
passage ; you reach His very soul at once. Say not, then, that no one 
sympathises with thee. Jesus does: He cannot fail to pity, solace, or to 
cheer. His pierced heart sympathises far more quickly than the tenderest 
heart that ever lived before or after. His love passeth the love of women, 
tender as that is. There is no love like that of Him with the open heart
the love of Jesus with the opened heart-with the open side. I cannot 
express t.o you what I see in this bare fact, this bles.sed truth. I wish I 
could. But it would be better still if you could see the same. Oh, I can 
come to Him now and put my prayers into His side-can come and put 
my desire,i into His side. Oh, Jesus l "All my desire is before Thee, and 
my groaningsare not hid from Thee." I have but five senses, Thou hast a 
new one-Thou hast a new way to Thy heart, such as we poor mortals 
have not. My brethren may be inat.tentive, but Thou never. Thou art 
He of the wounded heart-for ever sympathetic-for ever full of gentle
ness. I might linger on this thought, but I prefer leaving it to your 
medita' ion lest I should darken it with words ; so let us finish with a. last 
rellecti,n. 

IV. A wouml in Christ's side reveals the heart of Jesus in its preciousness. 
That spear did as it were break the alabaster box and let out the sweet 
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perfume. What then was there in the Saviour's heart 1 Men carry in 
their hearta that which is dearest. The true man is what he is at the 
heart's core. What was our blessed Redeemer's life-thought-the con
straining motive of His life-work 1 Upon what did He most of all con
centrate the desires and affections of His heart? See you not that when 
pierced there flowed forth blood and water ? Those two things then must 
have been the nearest to the purpose of His heart. Hence I discern that 
in my Lord's heart there was, first a strong determinat.ion to purge sinners 
from their guilt by His blood. The atoning sacrifice is not merely the 
hand blood of the Saviour's work, nor is it merely the foot blood of the 
Saviour's journeying through the vale of tears ; it was His heart's blood 
indicative of heart work-it was the blood of redemption shed for us. He 
loved that work. He was straitened till He could accomplish it. And 
let me tell thee it is Christ's heart's joy to wash thee from thy sin. Start 
not back because thy conscience is troubled. Ile has opened a fountain 
for thy uncleanness-in the very midst of the house of David has He 
opened it. He delights to take thy guilt away. 

" Dear, dying Lamb, 'Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power,' 

Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Is saved to sin no more." 

It has not lost its power: then for me let it plead ; to me let it be 
precious. Let me feel its potent virtue. By it may I have boldness. 
Like the Apostle may I say, " Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God's elect 1 It is God that justifieth : Who is he that condemneth? It 
is Christ that died." Oh, to have the blood applied to the consciellce. 
Rest not till you hear it speak peace through your whole nature, till you 
see the curse removed, and are assured that there is therefore now no 
condemnation for you because you are in Christ Jesus. It is Christ's 
heart work to redeem His people by His blood. Oh, that He may now 
see of the travail of His soul in your redemption ! 

Moreover, beloved, in Christ's heart there was the water as well as the 
blood. He would have His people sanctified as well as pardoned: He 
would deliver them from the power as well as from the guilt of sin. I 
believe this is very near Christ's heart. That He may present His 
Church without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing is His design as well 
as His desire. His spirit is working to this end. That He might not 
suffer so much as a single stain to re~t upon the nature of His people is 
alike the pleasure and the purpose of Christ. He has put their guilt away by 
the l!lacritice of Himself. This is done. Yet He continues to demand their 
self-sacrifice, that he may put away their evil propensities, the fruit of 
their first father's fall. My soul, glorify the pierced heart of Christ. Give 
Him to see in Thyself the effect of the water that flowed from His heart. 
"Be ye holy," saith He, "as I am holy. Be ye perfect," He says again, 
"even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." Deny the flesh with 
its affections and lusts. Separate yourselves from sinners. Avoid par
ta.kin<> of other men's sins. Like Him be ye "holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and s~parate from sinners." This can only be effected by the Spirit's vital 
application of the. Saviour's atoning death. Stay thou at the cross foot; 
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live under the influence of His passion; pray that ye may rise out of this 
world's fading failing vanity into ~ewness of life, throu~h His pierced 
:heart. In fine, let 11S stand in pemtence be!ore _the C~u_c1~ed On_e~ 3:llil 
mourn that we pierced Him: but l'llt us stand m Hi.sprop1tiat10n, r<-'JOJ.cmg 
that His piercing has procured o~r par~on. _So }~t W3 go on our w-ay, 
:resolved, by His help, that we will glorify Him . m all manner of hol_y 
conversation and godliness." For" He t_hat saw 1t bare re?ord, an_d H~~ 
record is true and He knoweth that He sa1th true, that ye might believe. 
May you believe ; m:i.y you all believe the record true ! Believing, you 
shall have life through His name. Amen. 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

THE MAN OF ONE TALE.c~T. 

PART II. 

"Mn.. SPRING, we shall have, I fear, 
to take yon away from your class, 
and pu;t you in one lower still." 
_ "Then you think, sir," said the 
llew teacher to the superintendent, 
looking rather red in the face, 
"that after six months' trial I am 
not fit for my present post 1" 

"Quite the contrary, Mr. Spring : 
it is because -I know that you are 
fit that I want you to take the lower 
.:lass." 

"That, 2ir, is rather a sinaular 
reason, is it not 1 'Generally ;.hen 
persons have done well in a low 
position, they are expected to be 
moved to a higher: but it seems 
you h:i.ve a different rule. Well, 
I'm wilJing either to move up or go 
aown, just as the Lord pleases. 
But I shall be sorry to leave my 
little class for all that: and I gueSB 
the lads-though I say it-will be 
sorry, too." 

"No doubt they will ; but in 
Sunday-schools these changes are 
necessary, and we are forced to 

make the best 1180 of the material 
we have. Our best teachers are 
often taken away to other towns 
and places, and vacancies must be 
suppliecl. .And that is our case just 
now. The young lady who, for the 
past three y€ars, has conducted our 
infant class, was married last week 
to a young minister who used to 
supply often at our chapel, wh,,m a 
&tudent at college; and as he isjust 
entering on his first pastorate in. a 
populous village in an adjacent 
county, she will give the e:i.use 
there the benefit of her valuable 
services. We shall miss her much, 
and the only way that I can see to 
repair the loss is to give you her 
late berth, and make you infant
class teacher." 

"And do you call that going 
lower, 'sir?" 
· "Some would ; don't you 1" 

" No, I am sure I do not. Why, 
look, sir : there are sixty children 
t.o teach, and some of them ouly 
turned three years of age ! How 
do you think I can manage that 
lat 1" 

"Verywell, Mr. Spring-as weH 
as you have managed your pres~nt 
class. Carry out the same system. 
with sixty as you have done w;Uih 
eight. Get their affecti-On ; intevest 
them; talk to them simply u.d 
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lovingly; give them simple truth 
in a simple way, and with the use 
of ·simple illustrations, and teach 
them to sing sweet little hymns 
and pieces; That is the way to 
re:i.ch them. Try it, my friend, try 
it: and if, as I know you will, you 
enter into the thing heartily, I dare 
to predict that in a month or two's 
time you will not W!l.Ilt to exchange 
your infant class for any other. 
Though I am putting you into a 
lower class, substantial! y it is, as 
you have intimated, a. far higher. 
It is a great and responsible task 
to teach and train a large number 
of infants. Some do not think 
on this matter as they should. 
They suppose that any one will do 
to take an infant class. But they 
fall into a great mistake. To con
duct such a class properly it re
quires far more ability than most 
ordinary teachers possess : and I 
do not pay you a slight compliment 
when I say that in a large measure 
I think you have that ability." 

"What, sir! with my want of 
edueation ! " 

"Yes; even with your want of 
education. In this case it is not a 
literary education. that is required. 
Children of such tender years do 
not need the tuition of a Master of 
Arts, ora Doctor of Divinity. Such 
an epitome of human learning would 
almost crush them with big words 
and high-flown illustrations. Now 
that is about the last thing that 
little children want. To instruct a 
child yon mnst yourself become a 
child-you must use the child's 
language ; think aa a child thinks, 
and picture things as a child would 
picture them. Now that in itself 
i11 a talent, and I regard it as being 
yourl'I. Then, in addition to that, 
;rou have not a bad voice for sing
mg, and though you do not know 
the 'notesi yon can strike off several 
BHnpJ.e tunes, and can soon learn to 

strike off more. In an infant class 
the singing is a primary thing. 
You cannot expect that such Ii'We 
urchins win be able to give fi.x,d 
attention long to one thing : they 
must have variety. A Table, drawn 
up for day-school teachers; as the 
result of practical experience, in
forms us that scholars of the a.ge of 
from four or five to seven can only 
give attention to one subject from 
ten to fifteen minutes ; from t-he 
age of seven to ten, from fifteen to 
twenty minutes; from ten to twelve 
from twenty to twenty-five minutes; 
and from twelve to sixteen or 
eighteen, from twenty-five to thirty 
minutes. These statistics are im
portant, and deserve the attention 
of all who desire to succeed in the 
spiritual instruction of the young. 
We have, I am happy to stty, borne 
that in mind in relation to our 
method of instruation in the infant 
class. You will find in the room a 
roll of suitable hymns printed in 
large type from which all the chil
dren can sing at once ; then there 
is a letter-box with which you can 
construct words and sentences ; and 
in addition to these you have a 
moderate-sized black board on 
which you can chalk figures to your 
heart's content, or at least as far as 
your artistic genius will enable yo1L 
The children are only kept for one 
hour in the morning and one hour 
in the afternoon, and that time 
wearies neither teacher or scholars. 
Now, with all these attractions, 
will you oblige us, Mr. Spring, and 
take the class !"' 

" If you wish it, sir ; but--" 
"Never mind 'buts,' my friend. 

Those ' buts' often do a great deal 
of harm. Kick them overboard at 
once, and go into the thing heartily. 
Enter upon it in the spfrit of John 
Eliot, the' Apostle to the Indians: 
What· do you think he was found 
doing on the day of his death, in. 
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his ei~htieth year 1 He was found 
teaching the Indian alphabet to a 
child by his bedside. ' Why not 
rest from your labours now ? ' said 
a friend. His answer was a sublimll 
one: 'I have prayed to God,' said 
he, 'to render me useful in my 
sphere, and now that I can no 
longer preach, He leaves me strength 
to teach this poor child.' It was a 
noble end for such a great man. 
Follow in his footsteps, my brother, 
in teaching the infants, and God 
will bless you. As yet the little 
ones have not learnt much, either 
goud or evil. Be it your great 
work to implant first, in many of 
their minds, the seeds of immortal 
truth. What you tell them, as they 
grow older they will remember, 
ftnd it may lay the foundation of 
their future character and well
being. .And should they not live, 
us doubtless some of them will not, 
they may die with the love of Jesus 
in their hearts, and the name of 
.Jesus on their tongues; and it will 
be your happiness to meet them in 
a brighter and better world, as 
your 'crown of rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord Jesus.'" 

" Do you wish me to commence 
11ext Sunday, sir?" 

'' If you like." 
"But I would rather have one 

more Sunday with my own class, 
and give them a few little books as 
a parting present." 

"Very good. It is kind of yon 
to no so. Take the Sabbath by all 
means, and I will secure some other 
friend to take charge of the infant 
class for that day." 

" But who is going to take my 
class, sir 1 The boys will be sure to 
ask me that. What am I to tell 
them r" 

'' Tell them that I have selected 
a good teacher for them. You know 
young Goodacre 1 '' 

" The young man who has been 

in the Senior class for the la.st two 
years?" 

"The same. He has ta.ken a 
class occasionally, and wishe'I to 
become a regular teacher. Don't 
you think he will suit 1" 

"I should sav so, sir. He is a 
nice young fell~w, loves children, 
and is williug to work. I hardly 
think you could have pitched on a 
better." 

"Then both classes will be suited: 
and that is all we want." 

The next Sabbath proved a try
ing one for the retiring teacher. 
Somehow or other it had got wind 
that he was about to leave the class. 
Some of his scholars had heard of 
it, and zealously communicated the 
mournful intelligence to the rest. 
No sooner had the teacher entered 
the school than he was assailed on 
all sides with the question, "Are 
you going to leave us, teacher 1 
Are you going to leave us?'' The 
answer being in the affirmative, 
rebellion ensued. One declared that 
his mother wouldn't let him come 
again when she knew. A second 
asked who was to be, the next 
teacher, and, being informed, de
clared flatly that he wouldn't be 
taught by him; One meek lad shed 
a fe.w tears, and humbly a8ked if he 
might not be permitted to go into 
the infant class with his old t1cacher. 
The most obstinate lad in the class, 
who had often vowed, when cor
rected, to leave the school entirely, 
and had never failed to break thE> 
vow by putting in his appearance 
the next Lord's day as usual, now 
declared finally that he would carry 
out his resolution, and flung his 
cap with vengeance on the ne.x.t 
form, as a token of the firmness of 
his decision. They all unanimously 
agreed that "it was a shame to 
take their teacher from them," and 
refused to be mollified until their 
teacher, with admirable tact, pro-
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dueed the bright-coloured picture
books which he promised to dis
tribute amongst them at the close 
of the school, on condition that his 
last Sabbath with them should be 
the best. With au eye to the re
wards, the promise was given that 
that they would behave well ; and 
as their teacher easily secured their 
interest with his farewell counsels, 
the incipient rebellion was soon 
quelled: and the way prepared for 
the new teacher, notwithstanding 
their mutinous threats, to enter 
upon his work in the class with 
some degree of hope and comfort. 

(To be continued.) 

THE DEW .AND THE LILY. 

Flower Sermon at Parkshot 
Chapel, Richmond.) 

BY J, B!HiT COOKE. 

" I will bo as the · dew unto Israel : 
he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth 
his roots as Lebanon."-HoBEA xiv. 5. 

As we look back through the long 
vista of human history our view is 
bounded by a beautiful scene. 
When God created human beings 
He placed the fh-st pair in a garden 
of indescribable loveliness. Their 
work was to tend flowers, no pur
suit more delightful Observing 
their beauty, inhaling their odours, 
and, perhaps, learning lessons of 
God and His works, written with 
gold and purple letters on white 
lily leaves, they passed the day : in 
the cool of the eveniog there was a 
time of very near communion with 
God, ere they slept the peaceful 
rest of innocence and happiness. 
No unhappy tempers marred their 
joy, no sad thoughts crossed their 
minds. Tae calm blue skies were 

in harmony with their feelings, for 
clouds and storms and wild winds 
were unknown. "The Lord God 
had not caused it to rain upon the 
eo.rth, but there went up a mist ( or 
heavy dew) and watered the whole 
face of the ground." But sin 
entered, storms arose, and the per
fect beauty departed. 

Scattered ruins of Eden are still 
with us. This world, both physi
cally and morally, is like a beautiful 
garden. through which an enemy 
has passed, trampling down and 
destroying, but not effacing every 
trace of loveliness. If there are 
barren sands and lava streams, 
there still are some flowers. If 
there are wild storms there still is 
dew. If the hoof of sin and the 
hail of Divine justice and wrath are 
everywhere seen, so also are the 
gentle influences of the tender love 
ofGod,and beautifulsoulsnourished 
by His grace. Our text leads us 
not to look at the great and strong 
wind, the earthquake, and the- fire, 
but to listen for the still small 
voice,-the voice of God's loving 
Spirit through His prophet of old 
directing us to think of the lily and 
the dew. 

I. In the first place God says, "I 
will be as THE DEW unto Israel." 
The dew is the emblem of the 
favour of God through Christ ;Jesus 
our Lord. As the wise man said, 
"His favour is as dew." The pro
phet had previously used the same 
tigure. There had been rxcellent 
desires among the people, and efforts 
after goodness, but these had fail(ld, 
and there was cause for the re
monstrance, "O Ephraim, what 
shall I do unto thee 1 0 Judah, 
what shall I do unto thee 1 for your 
goodness is as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew it goeth 
away." :But now God promises 
Himself to give that goodness which 
shall not vanish away. Mark the 
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changed name, Israel, the earnest, 
praying, not the mere professing 
people, to such God gives efficient 
grace, grace which produces growth 
and strBDgth. · 

The dew glistens wit.h sagges• 
tions. It is seen when night is 
passing away a.nd day coming on ; 
so the favour of God is appar.ent 
wrhen doubts· disappear, and Christ 
the Sun of Righteousness is seen. 
It appears like a miniature portrait 
of the morning sun hung on the 
breast of the ftower; so when God 
shines in: our hearts it is to reveal 
the face of Christ Jesus our Lord. 
It sil~ntly nourishes the plant ; so 
does the love of God in Christ 
Jesus feed and Tefresh the soul. 
But it is the gentleness of our 
heavenly Father that is the pro
minent thought here. Thus the 
psalmist king reviewing his past 
life 1ings to God in his dying song, 
"Thy gentleness . bath made me 
great." If we would think of God 
aright, we· must not take our own 
notions, out inquire what God has 
revealed Himself to be. Jesus 
Christ is the portrait of God, the 
true revelation of the Divine. He 
came not as a grand king, nor as a 
wilful conqueror, nor as an eloquent 
philos6pher, but as a loving brother, 
It was prophesied ere he came, "He 
shall not ·cry, nor lift up, ner cause 
Rie voice to be heard in the·street. 
A bruist1d reed shall He not break, 
and the· smoking flax shall He not 
quench.". "His speech distilled as 
the dew." Poor sufferers came to 
Him, and He healerl them so gently 
aud lovingly. His miracles were 
W!'ought by a touch, a kind look, a 
SJ>lllpa.thising word. He delighted 
in little childven, and took them in 
Hie 'arms ancl. blessed them. · Sinful 
men and sinful women came to 
Him ; inetead of deserved re,. 
proach they but heard a nrestlage 
of forgiveness. When His hour 

of trial came, His dmoiples forsook 
Him, but Efe had a loving ·B'X:·· 
cuae. His judge was shamefossly 
unjust, but He had .. a gentile word 
even for Pilate. And then He w!IB
Jed as a. lamb to the sfo.nghter; and 
as a sheep before her shearera is. 
dumb so He opened not His mouth. 
It is this gentle· Christ th11t comes 
to you by His Holy Spim to lead 
you to God. We often hear young 
people say, "I am ntJt to be driven 
by fear, but can easily be,dr&wn by 
]ol'"e." Then surrender your hearts 
to this loving Saviour·: "I beseech 
you by the meekness -and· gentleness 
of Christ." 
· II. "He shall grow (or blossom}, 

as THE LILY, and cast forth his 
roots a11 Lebanon." The aim of 
God's gentle grace is to make souls 
beautiful and strong. The lily 
appears to have ever been the 
symbol of the saints of God. Thus 
the brirle in Canticles calls herself 
"the lily of the valleys." This 
was probably the meaning of the 
carved lily-work in the ancient 
temple. In the catacombs and 
early Christianchurohes,the martyr 
was denoted by a palm, and the 
Christian of peaceful life by a lily. 
This figure, too, blossoms with sug• 
gestiveness; we· confine our atten
tion to the one stated here, where 
there is reference t:o an interesting 
and instructive feature of vegetai 
life, one which, in P'lain terms, is 
stated by the A'poirt.le Paul, "Yout' 
life is hid with Christ in God." 
Indeed, the. whole of that imitrnc
tive passage ate the commencement 
of the third chapter of tlie Epistle 
to the ·Colossians finds apt illustra
tion in the growth of a lily, where 
we read of the upward tendency of 
the affections, the death of the old 
nature, the hidden source of life, 
and the patient awaiting ·for the 
time when the flow.er shall appear. 

Place a lily bulb on a marble 
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pedestal, bathe it with sunlight if 
you will, but no bloom can it put 
forth. It must be placed in the 
darkness underground, remain there 
awhile, then it swells and bursts 
and sends forth a little uprising 
stalk, seeking the light, struggling 
through stones and clods in a 
heavenward direction; but at the 
same time it strikes fibres down
w,ard unseen, and from these it 
gairul its strength, and ever as it 
grows upwards it increases in secret 
gl!owth as well. 

Carefully consi.rlering, you will 
, obsel'Ve this to be the lesson of the 
text. The subject of God's grace is 
,ea.lied Israel. This was a name 
given to Jacob under peculiar cir
cumstances. He had separated 
himself from his family.and friends, 
.and had spent the whole night in 
solitude, wrestling with God. The 
meaning of the name is, "One who 
prevails with God in prayer." The 
latter clamm of the teiK.t teaches the 

. same truth ; the strength of the 
flower is in its root. "He," the 
praying soul, watered by God's 
graoe, ".shall cast forth his roots as 
Lebanon.'' Some imagine the tefer
ence to be to the mighty cedars that 
crown that mountain, others to the 
hidden stable base of the mountain 
itself. The lesson is the same. My 
dear young friends, if you would 
live a holy and beautiful life,-if 
you would blossom with noble deeds 
that .shall gladden man aud God, 
.there must be much retirement, 
there• must be the silent breaking 
of the heart on account of sin, there 
must be an earnest study of Scrip
ture by yourself, and for yourself; 
there must beearnestnessin private 
plla.yer, thei:e must be strong hidden 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
then there shall come those holy 

"WBpo&itions, that loveliness and 
humility of 'heart, that .shall. makP. 
your 'Life :fair as the lily, fragrant 

as the rose, bright as the bay, fruit
ful as the vine, and strong as the 
cedar of Lebanon. 

And as our view of the past is 
bounded by a garden, so is that of 
the future. ·we need not look back 
with regret, for the highest glory is 
to come. We look forward, and 
there, at the end of ea,;,th's history, 
is the full result of God's love and 
gentleness in Paradise. The wise 
preacher of old taught that God 
hath made everything beautiful in 
his time, and if sin has made many 
things ugly He will not be defeated, 
but in His own time will make all 
things more beautiful still. There 
is a land where sin, and .all its 
hideous results, shall never come. 
There the rose is without thorns, 
there the lily blooms without deca.y, 
there no mildew touches the fruit 
of the vine. There is holineas with
out dulness, there ia dignity with
out pride, there is courage without 
pre.sumption, thel!e is love without 
jealollsy, taere is humility without 
meanness. Day without night, 
spring without winter, life without 
death, joy unbroken and eternal. 
This earth is the nursery for that 
garden. ·May every one of you, my 
dear young friends, through the 
love of .Jesus, become a beautiful 
living flower in heaven! 

[This sermon was preached at Park
shot Church, at a spring thanksgiving 
service, after which there was. a collec
tion of flowers, and about 200 bouquets 
were sent to the Infirmary, at Rich~ 
mond, the poorhouse, and homt111 of 
poor sick people; with each was given 
a copy of. a poem, written for the. occa
sion, entitled, "What the Li17 said to 
the Sick Man."] ' 
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THE LITTLE FRENCH 
DRUMMER-BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT. 

BY M. E. B. 

CHAPTER VI. 

IT was on the 27th of July, 1812, 
that the General commanding 
Frolut's battalion received orders 
from the Emperor Napoleon to oc
cupy a position near a large ravine: 
this ravine was protected by a bat
tery of six pieces of cannon, capable 
of blowing up whole files of soldiers, 
and in order to take possession of 
the place pointed out by the Em
peror, it was absolutely necessary 
to become master of this battery. 

At the moment of which I am 
now speaking, Frolut's regiment 
was on the banks of the river 
Dwina; · for what I am about to 
relate happened in the famous 
Russian campaign, which, if it had 
proved successful, would, humanly 
speaking, have placed the whole of, 
Europe in the power of the French. 
Such, however, was not the will 
of God ; for though the nations 
seemed panic-struck, and the way 
open to the conquering army
Poland had also declared for Na
poleon, who assured the Poles he 
had come to free them from the 
gallin" Russian yoke, and to create 
them "'again into an independent 
kingdom - though the Russians 
themselves were terrified at the 
approach of the hero of so many 
battles ; their roads crowded with 
vehicles of every description, with 
foot passengers, sheep, cows, and 

other domestic animals, a.II fleeing 
from the French ; if ever the hand 
of the Great Ruler of the uni verse 
was mani,fest in controlling events, 
it was undoubtedly the case in the 
Rusaian campaign. God sent His 
snow, His frost, and all but anni
hilated the 400,000 enemies who 
entered Russia. It was plain, in
deed, that HE had discomfited the 
invading enemy, and not mortal 
man. 

Let us return to the banks of 
the Dwina, where we left the 9th 
regiment of the line with our little 
drummer Frolut. Suddenly an 
aide-de-camp of the Emperor came 
gallopi:Qg up to bring the order for 
the companies of sharp-shooters to 
advance and take the battery. 

It was a bold undertaking, one 
that would probably bring death 
to certainly three- fourths of the 
men engaged in so perilous a ven
ture; indeed, so well aware were 
they of the imminent danger, that 
upon hearing the order, they looked 
at one another, shaking their heads 
and shrugging their shoulders ; 
some of the aged men even grum
bled aloud, as pointing to the 
cannons, they said," Does the General 
then fancy that those fellows spit 
out merely baked apples; or else is 
he anxious to serve us up as a hash 
to the Cossacks, since he sends 200 
of us against this redoubt 1" 

"Soldiers ! " exclaimed the aidc
de-camp, "such are the Emperor's 
orders ; " and he galloped off. 

"Then why could he not say so 
at once 1" said an old sergeant, fix
ing his bayonet on the end of his 

1 musket ; '' Come, come along ; we 
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must not keep le petit Corporal* 
waiting ; wheu he tells us to come 
and be killed, he won't have us 
hesitate ! " 

There was still some degree of 
hesitation with the troop, and twice 
the captain in command had issued 
his order to the drum-major to ad
vance with the drummers and beat 
the charge. This man seemed little 
disposed to obey ; he stood leaning 
on his large reed cane, shaking his 
hea:-~. 

All this time Frolut, astride on 
his drum, his eyes fixed on his chief, 
whistled a tune to his fife, and beat 

* A nickname given by the soldiers 
to the Emperor Napoleon I. 

the quick step with his fingers. 
For the third time the drum-major 
had the order to advance, he did 
not appear disposed to obey, when 
Frolut stood up, fastened his drum 
to his side, took his drum-sticks out 
of his strap across his chest, and, 
pa!iing under the very nose of hi-s 
principal, with a look of supreme
contempt, he vented all the feelings 
of dislike he entertained towards 
him, saying, "Here, come along, 
big coward as you are ! " 

The drum-major raised his cane· 
to strike him, but Frolut was alrea.dy 
at the head of the two companies, 
sounding the charge like a mad
man! 

®ur ~tnominaticrnal 1\tttfings. 
WE were pleased to observe that at all oar gatherings this year there 
was a very large attendance. 

BAPTIST BurLDI:.G FuND.-The 
annual meeting of this Fund~pre
ceded by tea-took place in the 
Mission House, Castle-street, Hol
born, on Thursday evening, April 
20. Dr. Underhill presided. Secre
tary's and Treasurer's Reports.-The 
Secretary (M:r. A. T. Bowser), read 
the fifty-first report, from which it 
appeared that gradual progress has 
been made; not only have the 
annual contributions of the churches 
increased, but the committee have 
reason to know that several friends 
in making dispositions of their pro
perty by will, have nominated the 
fund for legacies. During the year 
three legacies have also become 
payable, and Mr. John Edwards 
has placed at the committee's dis
posal £500, on condition of the pay
ment of interest during his lifetime 
;1nly, the principal ultimately falling 
mto the capital of the fund. The 

contributions of the year amount to 
about £1,700, and the repayment 
of balances have been made without 
default, such repayment being fre
quently made at even earlier dates 
than the rule provides. The absence 
of such an expression of gratitude 

•on the part of the churches, aided 
by a collection of the funds, is, 
however, regretted. The committee 
have been able to make thirty-two 
loans amounting in the total to 
£6,120, being the largest in number 
and amount of any year of the fund. 
'l'he Treasurer (Mr. J. Benham), 
read the financial statement. The 
balance in hand last year was 
£76 16s. Ud. Subscr\ptions, dona
tions, and coilections had amounted 
to £961 16s. 7d. ; special donation, 
£500 ; legacy, .£250 ; instalments 
of loans repaid, £1,698 5s. ; other 
receipts, £3,006 5s., making a total 
of £6,493 3s. 6d. ;' loans to thirty-
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two churches, £6,020, by far the 
largei!t yet granted. The working 
ing expenses have amounted to 
£272 13s. 6d., leaving a balance in 
hand of £156 7s. 6d. The meeting 
was addressed by the following 
friends :-Revs.S. Morris, G. Holly
oak, .J. Bigwood, G. Shod, ancP Sir 
·Morton Feto. 

BAPTIST YouNG MEN'S MrssION
ARY .A.ssoCIATION, - The annual 
meeting in connection with thi,i 
association · was held on Friday 
evening, April 28th, in :Bloomsbury 
Chapel, Mr. Ja.s. Benham presiding. 
The attendance, although not very 
large, did not, we think, show any 
diminution from that of the society's 
previous annual gatherings. The 
proceedings commenced with sing
ing and prayer, conducted by the 
Rev. W. Sampson, of Folkestone. 
Secretary's and Treasurer's Reports, 
-The Secretary i.Mr. Capern) fol
lowed with the twenty-eighth re
port, which was of an encouraging 
character. The facts of it may be 
summarised as follows :-At the 
suggestion of Mr. George Williams, 
who presided at the last annual 
meeting, and who promised a con
trihu tion of .£50 towards carrying 
his proposal into effect, a special 
effort has been made on behalf of 
the Chinese mission, and £2U1 
raised to aid in sending out an addi
tional missionary to China. The 
committee state, as the result of 
their experience, that there is a 
widely spread disposition amongst 
the young members of the churches 
to help mission work, but it lie~ to 
a great extent dormant, for want 
of influences under which it might 
be developed, and the committee 
invite suggestions for the attainment 
of the latter object. The normal 
work of the association has been 
!lteadily carried on. No effort Las 
been •spared to maintain and in
crease the interest of the juvenile 

auxiliaries in the cause. Addresses 
have bee:U delivered and lectures 
given. Two aclditional auxiliaries 
have been formed during the year, 
at Gresham-road, Brixton, and at 
Vernon Chapel, King's-cross, The 
treasurer's a,::count, which was,•in 
the absence of the treasurer (Mr. 
J.P. Bacon\ submitted by the secre
tary, was said to be the largest ever 
presented. The receipts ha,ve been 
£553, being £215 for the China 
fund, and £337 paid by the juvenile 
auxiliaries to the parent society. 
This, moreover, did not represent 
all the money actually paid, as 
many schoofa assisted by the society, 
and represented on its committee, 
paid their subscriptions direct to 
the parent society. 'l'bere was a 
balance of £7 due to the treasurer. 
The speakers were ReYs. W. Samp
son, J. Smith, and Dr. Buckley. 

THE BAPTIST UNION OF GREAT 
BRITAIN .AND IRELAND. - Annual 
Session.-The session for 1876 was 
opened in Bloomsbury Chaµel, on 
Monday morning, April 24"h, by 
the usual introductory pmyer
meeting. The Rev. .Alexander 
Maclaren, the retiring president, 
conducted the deYotions. This was 
followed by the reading of a portiQil 
of the 4th chapter of Ephesians. 
Retiring President and President . ...:. 
The ReY, .A. Maclaren, in opening 
the business of the proceedings, 
said : "My task this morning is a 
very simple one ; to make ·way for 
the rising light and to die as grace
fully as I can. He needs no eulo
gium, I am sure, from me. You 
have already conforr~d upon him.a 
higher honour than any that can 
arise from words of mine. We all 
know his brilliant eloquence, the 
clearness and force of his penetra
tin.g understanding, which combines 
so remarkably str,ength and beauty, 
fair as some classic dome, robust and 
richly graced, the sta.unchness, the 
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stedfaetness of his heart, his an
wearied industry, and his true 
brotherly help in all our denomina
tional life and local nece11sities. I 
congratulate myself on being fol
lowed by such a successor, with just 
a little touch of national self-satis
faction that two Seotchmen should 
in sequence fill the chair. I congra
tula;te the union on their distiu
guished president--future president, 
I mean-I congratulate him and his 
church on the felicitous conjunction 
of his chairmanship with the ac
complishment of twenty-one years 
of faithful and successful pastoral 
work, and now I call upon you to 
welcome al! cordially all he deserves 
the president of the year, the Rev; 
William Landels." The Rev. Dr. 
La.ndels, who on t;:iking the chair 
vacated by the retiring president 
was repeatedly applauded said : "I 
very cordially thank you for your 
kindnesl!, and I must t,hank the 
retiring president for his kind 
words, which I shall try to deserve 
in future. I shall not occupy your 
time now with remarks of my own, 
but at once call upon those who 
have to propose the business to 
come before the meeting. The 
treasurer (Mr. Sands) read the 
6.nancial statement, from whieh it 
appeared that the total contributions 
of the past year amounted to 
£361 lls. lld., the ·total expendi
ture to £381 8s., leaving a balance 
dueto the treasurer of £27 ls., in 
spite of the reported increase in 
subscriptions. A very interesting 
l'llport. was read by the secretary 
(the Rev. ,T. H. Millard), and some 

· practical addre!Jfles were delivered. 
The statistics of th·e churches show 
a:n·increase. There are twenty-four 
new churches, thirty uew chapels 
(a number under the average), 8,371 
more members than last year, and 
20,318-more Sunday-scholars. 

BtnLE T:aANSLATIOlif SocrETY.-

The annu-a.l meeting- of this,societ,y 
was held on Moada.y ·evenin"', .April 
24th, at•half-pal!tsix, lbtBloo~sbury 
Chapel, Mr. William Stead occupy• 
ing the chair. The secretary (Mr; 
Powell) read the thirty-sirth-anuun.l 
report of the-committee. Dr. Steane 
(the· treasurer of tbe· society) has 
been obliged to retire from office 
in consequence of failing health. 
Under these circumatanee!!r, Dl". 
Underhill, late secretary to the 
BapList Missionary Sooiety, had 
consented to be nominict-ed for the
ofliee. The report showed th~t the
income of the society was comiider
ably in excess of last year. The· 
receipts from subscriptions, dona• 
tions, and collections for tlre year
ending on the 31st March last was 
£1,872 10s. IO¼d, The legacies 
were· .£631. The income fromcother 
sources was £86 lOs. 6d., making a 
gross receipt . for the year of· 
£2,590 ls. 4½d, The chief work at 
the press dnring~the year ·had been 
· to reprint the new translation of the 
Bengali Ilible, completed in 1874, 
or of .portions of it, for sale amongst 
the heathen. Five thousand copies. 
of the New Testament, in small 
type octavo, had been printed. 1:n 
the various out-stations near Dacca, 
from 3,500 to 4,00-0 Bengali G6spels, 
and other parts of the Bible had 
been sold ; and also about 400 
tra-ets. Dr. Uwlerhill rea.d the 
treasurer's statement, which showed 
the total income of the·societyto be 
£3,165 6s. 6d., and after all neces
sary ecXpendi ture a balance wa:s left 
in hand of £19 4s. 6d. Addresses 
were delivered by Revs. J.P. Chown, 
H. Leonard, Dr. Buckley, ,and Mr. 
J.C. Parry. 

WELSH MrssraNARY SocrnTY.
This meeting was held on Friday 
evening, April 21, in the library- of 
the Mil!Bion House, under the· pre
sidency of . the Rev. Dr. Davies, 
Principal-of Haverfordwe~t College. 
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The Rev. C. Griffiths, Cinderford, 
opened the meeting with prayer, 
after which Dr. Underhill gave an 
interesting address, touching on the 
most salient points in the current 
.report of the year. This being his 
first appearance at the Welsh meet
ing, a vote of thanks was given him 
on the motion of Dr. Price, seconded 
by tb.e Rev. C. Griffiths. The Rev. 
G. H. Roberts then addressed the 
meeting on the " Claim of the Lord 
to the World," which was further 
supplemented by the Revs. J. Wil
liams and T. Morgan giving their 
several experiences in the mission
:field. The meeting was brought to 
a close by the benediction, pro
nounced by Dr. Price. 

BRITISH AND IRISH HoME M1s

~IoN.-The annual meeting of this 
Society was held on Tuesday even
ing, April 25, at Bloomsbury Chapel, 
Mr.Henry Ashwell, of Nottingham, 
presiding. The attendance, as well 
as the whole of the proceedings fol
lowing, was decidedly encouraging. 
The Rev. R. James, of Yeovil, 
having given out the opening hymn 
.and offered prayer, the Chairman 
briefly referred to the operations of 
the Society, and while exhorting to 
thankfulness for all that had been 
done, he urged that they shou.ld 
not encourage the idea of their in-. 
dividuality being merged in the 
work of the society. Secretary's 
and Treasurer's Reports.-The Rev. 
J. Bigwood (Secretary), read the 
report, from which it ap,peared that 
daring the year, excluding legacies 
from the calculation, the contribu
tions for the united mission have 
a.mounted to £1,392, about £130 in 
exces., of last year or the year pre
ceding. Addresses were delivered 
by Rev. A. G. Brown, R. P. Mac
master and Dr. Eccles. 

:BAPTIST TRACT SocrETY. - The 
annual meeting of this society was 
held on Wednesday evening, April 

26th, .in the lower room of Exeter 
Ha,11, and compared most favourably 
with any of its previous gatherings, 
the attendance being largely in 
excess of last year, thus showing, 
we would hope, a growing interest 
in its operations. The chair was 
taken by Mr. J. S. Macmaster. 
Prayer was offered by Dr. Price, 
after which the secretary (Rev. 
J. T. Briscoe) read the report, 
from which it appeared that 
the Society's publications have 
reached 752 ; of these, 554 are 
tracts, 135 are handbills, 40 
are books for children, and 22 are 
published in the new series, which, 
with the volnme of Howell on. Com
munion, make up the above number. 
The total number of tracts and hand
bills printed since the formation 
of the Society, amount to nearly 
12,000,000. The grants during the 
year have reached the sum of 
£647 6s. 2d.; those made in tracts 
representing l,Oll,385 of the So
ciety's issues, and the sum of £194 
has been voted in cash. The 
auxiliary societies in Madras 
and Ceylon, are making progress. 
The Treasurer (Mr. E. J. Oliver) 
read the financial statement for the 
year ending December, 1875, which 
showed a balance in hand at the 
commencement of the year of 
.£110 3s. 8d. Donations received 
amounted to £115 17s. 2d. ; sub
scriptions, £1,046 Os. ld .. ; collec
tions,· £8 8s. 3d. ; sale of tracts, 
etc., £ll8 13s. 3d. ; making the 
total receipts .£1,423 0s. 7d., being 
£200 more than that of any previous 
year. The expenditure for tracts 
was £621 ls. Sd., other expenses 
amountingto"£491 lls.lld.,leaving 
a balance in hand of £120 18s. 9d. 
The speakers were C. Williams, J. 
Teall, W. Usher, and Mr. A. H. 
B:iynes. 

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The annual ~eeting was held at 
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Exeter Hall on Thursday evening, 
April 27th, and was well de
scribed by one of the speakers 
as the largest missionary audience 

'be had witnessed since the days 
of William Knibb. Sir Robert 
Lush occupied · the chair, and 
was supported on the platform. 
The Rev. J. P. Chown gave out a 
hymn,and afterwardsoffered prayer. 
Mr. J. Tritton (Treasurer), sub
mitted the :financial statement. He 
said: I shall have to trespass a 
few minutes on your attention, my 
Christhn friends, while I present 
to you the balance-sheet, and make 
one or two brief observations. Debt 
on laBt year's account, £1,143 15s., 
but you will find when I come to 
read the other side of the account 
that that debt was more than wiped 
out. By payments to date, on 
general account, £39,433 6s. 3d.; 
Widows' and Orphans' Fund, in
cluding £177 lls. ld. balance from 
last year's account, £·2,583 5s. Id. ; 
special funds account,£2,253 8s. 4d.; 
legacy reserve investment, £942 lOd.; 
Calehar Mission Trust investment, 
£4,000; balance on special funds 
account, £2,713 12s. 10d.; makir,g 
a total of £53,G69 17s. 6d. On the 
other side of the account we have 
the balance on special funds account 
from last year, £3,728 6s. 10d. 
Receipts to date: donations to liqui
date debt, £1,334. The balance 
was more than discharged. Received 
on general account, £33,888 9s. 3d.; 
annuity reserve set free, £1,000; 
Widows and Orphans' Fund, 
£2,358 8s. 3d.; received on account 
-0f special funds, £1,238 14~. 4d.; 

proportion of legacy reserve, 
£942 10s.; Cachar Mission Trust, 
£4,000; total, £44,762 ls. 10d. De
ficiency on general account, £4,354 
12s.; Widows a.nd Orphans' account 
£224_ 16s. 10d. ; making together: 
£4,579 8s. 10d. Dr. Underhill, who 
was very warmly received, then rose 
to read the report, of which the fol
lowing is an ab3tract :-Five more 
young brethren have been engaged for 
the service of the mission-Dr. Carey, 
Mr. H. Tucker, Mr. Gammon, Mr. 
W. Landels, and Mr. Comber. The 
funds for their outfit and pusage 
have been supplied by friends in 
Birmingham, Sheffield, and London. 
Six: brethren have been obliged to 
seek restoration of health at home ; 
and three have been called to their 
rest, viz., the Rev. B. Millard, of 
Jamaica; the Rev. John Sale, of 
Backergunge ; and the Rev. J. 
Mintridge, of J essore. The last 
died after a brief but promising 
missionary career of about eighteen 
months; Mr. Millard for thirty 
years, and Mr. Sale for twenty
seven years, laboured in their 
Master's cause. Some 99,000 copies 
of various portions of Scripture 
have left the Mission Press in Cal
cutta; partly in the Hindi and 
Garo languages, but chiefly in Ben
gali. Of these 66,000 copies were 
printed for the Calcutta Auxiliary 
of the British and Foreign .Bible 
Society. The issues from the 
Society's own Depository have 
amounted to 34,188 copies. Ad
dresses were delivered by J. :M.. 

1 Stephens, T. Morgan, J. Smith, and 
· F. Trestrail. 
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Tlie G~l Tream,,y and Expository; 
Har11w1,y,vfthe Four Evangelists, with 
.Analytieal Introductions, Scripture Il
lustrati=, Notes snlected from the 
most. approved Commentaries, &"c., J·c. 
Compiled b.y B.oDERT ML'll!P.RISS. 
Saeond Edition. (Elliot Stock, ti2, 
Paternoster-row. :Marlborough and 
Co., 24, Paternoster-row.) 

W.-z hacve long since fotmed our conclu
sion in regard to the Gospel Treasury. 
\Ve usually oon it Bear our study tabla, 
:uui are glad to know that its circula
tion has called for a seoond edition. 
'l'he student is here litc.ally flooded 
with knowlodge. The Sunday-school 
teacher cannot fail in obtaining vast 
stores of information each time ho con
slills it. It is well calfod the •rreasury 
of the- Gespels, for in it we have a mine 
of wealth for every minister of the 
W11rd of God. Its notes, Scripture illus
tr.ations, practical roflectiona, copious 
indices, geog,raphicaJ. and chronological 
excellencies, tableting e:very event in 
the Gospels, make us pronounce it to be 
one of the most valuable Biblical works 
ever published. 

Tlre•Steps o/ Je.'IUcs, Harmony o_fthe Pou,• 
E11m,gelists. By RonWlll· llf'IMPil1S8 •. 

Tire Fath of Je.us. By the same. 
The Bible Voice.s fur the Young. 
Tli,e. Systematfr Teacher. (S. W. Par-

tridge and Co., 9, Paternoster-row.) 

T:!m,:fuat of these is formed on the plan 
of Mimpriss•s larger work, only limited 
to the consecutive reading oi the Gospel 
story. This order has a good result, 
in saving the reader's time and pre
venting the smallest ernnt or fact from 
being ovorlooked, and presenting at 
once to tho eye the teaching of oach 
book. Sunday-school teachers will get 
much assistance by using it in their 
classes. 

The Path of Jesu~·consist-s of•a.chart;. 
of the journeyings of our Lord ,tr>Leed 
in order of time and place. This vah1-
able addition to Bible study can bo cli,r
ried in the pocket or fixed in.the po.cket 
Bible, and will be found most useful. 

Bible Voices, Watt's First Catechism 
and Divine Songs. A:s we look ·at this 
little work momortes of the past bring 
childhood home to us, and how from 
the hook we reeei,ved our first.religions 
lessons and learned from it to lisp our 
first religious songs. We have, always 
thought .that. neither taacheronor soholar 
havo clone much better since it has 
fallen almost ,out of general use in our 
schools. To wise mothers wo say teach 
it to your children. 

The Systematz'c Teacher. Upwards 
of 700 lessons for home and school, that 
never change. We heartily commend 
it to the study of our Sunday-school 
friends. 

The Preachar s Theme, or Jesus On{;y. A 
Series of Addresses to Senior Sab
bo.th-school Scholars. By Jos.EPR 
GoODAC.R.E. (Elliot Stock). 

WE have read vith great care this 
beautiful volume, and have relished it. 
It is quito to our taste. , If those to 
whom is committed the important work 
of addressing tho young could always 
do something approaching these simple, 
flowing, and instrnctiTo exhibitions of 
Jesus only, we should obsorve less 
weariness during their delivery, and 
hear less complaint after that the 
speaker had only been preaching at 
them. This work will well repay 
perusal by our teachers, and in their 
name wo venture to thank the author 
for his excellent contribution. Letter
press, paper, and binding all good. 
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Advice to a Young Ch,·istian. By JonN 
STOCK, LL.D. (Baptist Tract 
Society, Bolt-court, Fleet-street.) 

DR. STOCK has done good service here. 
We· are sure no better book crui be put 
into the hands of a thoughtful young 
Christian. We wi8h the paper, type, 

· binding, and general get np had a 
brighter look. The work ought to take 
a place among our gift books, but its 
appearance is not nearly so good as its 
contents. 

The Bapti-<m of tlw Holy GTtost. By 
the .Rev. AsA MAHAN, D.D. With a 
New Preface. (Elliot Stock.) 

A CHEAP edition, unabridged. The 
subject is worthily har.dled by the 
earnest Dr., and many of his words aro 
very stirring. The iiubject reminds us 
of one' class of professors who seem 
never to h::,,ve heard of the Holy Ghost, 
and who liv·e, pre.ach, and work wi1,h 
scarce an intelligent l'.IliJntion of His 
name, and othors who are always wait
ing for some marvellous mruiifastation 
of the Spirit's power. Are not some of 
the Dr.'s references within the circle of 
the miraculous healing and teaching 
work of the Spirit. Wo must all 'dcsiro 
to be filled with the Spirit. But is this 
blessing confined to time or place? 
Have not Rome of us experiencecl as 
large an outpouring when pardon was 
sealed as on any occasion since? We 
have grown h;i knowledge and under
standing by the Spirit, but our joy, 
faith, love, and poaco have as much 
abounded in the earlier as in the later 
stages of our spiritual life, through the 
Spirit's grace and wisdom. We desire 
for this work the prayerful and thought
ful pertll!lal it deserves. 

Popish Versions of the Scriptures. By 
JAM.Es GRANT. (W. H. Guest, 29, 
Paternoster-row.) 

WB advise all who are interested in the 
two opposite positions taken by the 
B~itish ruid Foreign and Trinitarfan 
~1ble Societies on this important sub
Ject to obtain this telling work. Its 
Price renders it easily attainable. 

T/ie Baptist Hand-Book for 187G. 
(Yates and Alexander.) 

THE Hand-book increases in lmlk with 
our denominational increase. It com
prehends so much necessary informa
tion as to render it nearly indispensable 
to the minister, deacon, and office
bearer. The memoirs of the departed 
ministers are touching and tea.ching; 
the statistical department is voluminous, 
here and there relieved by such a thing 
as the information of two ministers 
living in one house, when they only 
live in one street, and on opposite sides 
of the same ; also another minister 
figuring in columns of both Baptists 
and Independents. If this is truo-lat 
it be clear-have a separate list for 
Hybrids. 

PERIODICALS AND P AMPIILETS. 

Nr,tional Portrait Galle,-y. (Cassell, 
Petter and Galpin.) One of tho .boat 
likenesses of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon. 

Our Denominational Position, Inter
nally and Exte,:11all.'I Considered. By 
Dr. Landels. (~Iarlborough and Co.) 
This address is characteristic of its 
author, who never fears, if ho sees a 
thing, to B'tY it. It contains some start
ling passages, and should have a serious 
reading. 

On the Los$ of Friends (Daldy, la
hister and Co., 56, Lndgam.hill). The 
Appeal, The Biblical Museum, Tlw 
Teacher's Stmehouse. Good. lmw,eat in 
them. 

The Baptist Magazine, 1'/ie Sword 
and Trowel, The General Baptist-aFe 
quite up to their average. The_ arti?le 
by ~Ir. Spurgeon on his being laid aside 
made us sympathetic and prayerful. 

Truth and Progress reached n:a from 
South Australia, with a stock of Colonial 
news. 

The Baplist and Freeman have been 
doing good work for us this month. 
God speed them. 
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------------------------------------
Fashion Our Ma.ste,·, The Tankard in 

Grief. Dy O. A. B. (Beveridge, 
F'nlwood's Rents.) Very good. 

Wky Am I a Nonconformist f By 
Rev. H. Wilkins. (Elliott Stock.) An 
excellent performance. Read it. 

• 
IT is proposed to raise a monument 

and drinking fountain to the memory 

WHAT THE LII, Y SAID TO THE 
SICK MAN. 

You ask me whence has come the 
power 

To blossom with such cheerful flower; 
This grace my Maker gave to me--

- A precious dower; 
Now listen to my history. 

I once a shapeless bulb have been, 
No blossom fair, no leaflet green ; 
But God, with loving heart and mind, 

My state had seen, 
And noblor life for me designed. 

Down in.the dark, for many a day, 
With breaking heart I ~lent lay, 
Till a new life began to move, 

Drawing away, 
Gently attracting me above. 

I sought the blessed light of God 
Paet rngged stone and earthly clod, 
I upwards' climbed, burst thro' the 

ground, 
Above the sod-

And there the bree?.e and sunshine 
found. 

of Dr. Burns. This will be approved 
by thousands in America as well as at 
home, and as some of our readers know 
the beloved Dr. conducted our review 
department for many years will be 
ready to contribute to this deaerved 
memorial, we shall be happy to forward 
their contributions, if addressed to us, 
at 4, Trafalgar - square, Chari.ng
cross, W.C. 

With hold unseen by mortal eyes 
I daily gained the strength to rise ; 
And ever as I upward grew 

Towards the skies, 
I downward struck my roots anew. 

, 
I drank the light; I sipped the dew ; 
I put forth leaves-all I could do; 
And patient waited to fulfil, 

With purpose true, 
Vvnato'er should be my Maker's will. 

At length the longed.for moment oamo, 
In God's own time I felt tho flame, 
And blazed with colour at His word, 

Such is my fame-
Be~old my flower and bless the Lord. 

Ye dark and sorrowing souls, be still, 
Calmly await your Father's will, 
Watch for the light, trust for the power, 

Your time fulfil-
And then with glory you shall flower. 

J. Hm.-r CooKE. 
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~tnaminwnal inttlligtnet, 

CHANGES rn THE PASTORATE. 

REV. W. WIGGINS ha8 resigned the 
pastorate of the chnrch at Burnham, 
Somerset. 

REV. HuGH HuGIIES, of Wern, Shrop
shire, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Countes• 
thorpe, Leicestershire. 

REV. J. S. llfoRBrs, having accepted 
an invitation to tho new chapel built by 
the London Association at Leyton, has 
resigned tho pastorate of Romney-street 
Chapel, Westminster, aftor labouring 
there for eleven years and a half. 

MR. J. WILLIAMS, of Haverfordwest 
College, haB- accepted the pastorate of 
the English chnrch, Brynmawr, Mon
mouthshite. 

ON Easter Sunday Mr. Georgo Wain
wright, of the Pastors' College, began 
his stated ministry at Alcl,}rshot. 

MR. DAVID W. LAINO. of the Pastors' 
College, has accepted the invitation of 
the church in Alfred-place, Old Kent
road, to become their pastor. 

R&v. T. G. GATHEBCOLE, of the Pas
tors' College, has accepted an invitation 
to the pastorate of the church at Mar
tham, near Great Yarmouth. 

CRANFORD, NEAR HouNsww.-Mr. 
Curtis, being compelled through failing 
health to retire from the ministry, has 
resigned the pastorate of this church. 
Mr. Hewlett, late of Wilderness-row, 
has accepted an invitation to supply 
With a view to the pastorate. 

M&. S. WRIGHT, after a pastorate of 
six. years, hae resigned the charge of 
the church at Smethwick. 

MR. HENRY C: FIELD, who for three 
years and a quarter has been joint
pastor of the Baptist churches of Bnrs
lem and Newcastle, Staffordshire, has 
resigned his pastoral oversight of the 
Wewaastle church, and has accoptcd a 
hearty invitation to become tho solo 
Pastor of the church at Burslem. 

REv. J. LEWITT, of Scarborough, has 
accepted an invitation to the paatorate 
of the Sansom-walk church, Worcester. 

!l!R. C. F. JAMIESON, of Rawdon Col
loge, has accepted an invitation from 
the church at Riddings, Derbyshire. 

MR. JAMES LEWITT CoorE&, of the 
Bristol College, has accepted the pasto
rate of the church at Wells, Somerset. 

R&v. CALEB C. BROWN has accepted 
an invitation of the church meeting in 
Ebenezer Chapel, Southsea. 

REV. EVAN DAVIES, of Presteign, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church at Grove-street, South 
Hackney. 

REv. W. E. BOTTRILL, of Rogent's-park 
College, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the chnrch at Welling
ton-road, Todmorden. 

HARTINGTON, MIDDLESEX.-Rev. W. 
Crick has accepted the oversight of the 
church there. 

PRESENTATIONS, 

CA..'iTERBURY.- On Tnesday, April 
25, Dr. Aveling, president of the Con
gregational Union, visited Canterbury, 
and preached at tho Baptist Chapel, St. 
George's-place. At a tea-meeting held 
on the occasion, the Rev. H. Cresswell, 
the senior Nonconformist minister in 
Canterbury, presented Rev. J. F. 
Smythe, who is leaving for Bolton, with 
a purse of gold. 

REV. W. R. STEVENSON, M.A., late 
pastor of Broad-street Church, Notting
ham, was presented at a mooting held 
in the Mechanics' Hall with an address, 
illuminated and framed, expressive of 
warm affection and high esteem for his 
ministerial fabonrs; a handsome timt'
piece bearing a suitable inscription, and 
a, purse of gold. Mrs. Ste-.enson also 
was presented with a desk and work
table. Tho meeting was largo and 



DRNOJJUNA:TIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

onthusiaatfo; at the samo time it was 
pervaded by a strong feeling of sym
pathy for llfr. Stevenson and his family, 
as well as of deep regret that an hon
ourable and useful pastorate of nearly 
twenty-five years in one place should 
have at length terminated. 

THE Rev. J. A. Wilson has been pre
aented with a purse of sovoreigns from 
thl,,einrreh and congregation meeting in 
tbe·Pound-lane Chapel, Isleham, Camba. 
About 800 sat down to tea, the trays 
being giTen by the ladies. He had also 
the pleasure of acknowledging six 
handsome ,olumes from some anony
mouecfriends. 

REv. W. OSBomrn, on leaving Gam
lingay, has received a purse of £25. 

REV. JoHN DOWNIE, on leaving Forres 
for a new charge at Dunbarton, has 
been presented with a purse of sove
reigns by his friends. His wife has 
also received !L testimonial from tho 
ladies of Forres. 

REV. J. W. GENDERS has accepted 
a call to Portsea. At a farewell tea 
and public meeting at Park-street 
Chapel, Luton, he was presented with 
an address· and purse of fifty guineas. 
Mr. Woetten, superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, presided, and, along 
with other speakers, testified to the 
good work which llfr. Genders hacl 
done during his six years' pastorate at 
Luton. Tho sum of £1,200 had been 
raised for general purposes, in addition 
to the.regular e><penses of the church, 
and a hundred young people had joined 
the chUTnh from the Sunday-school. 
Mr. Genders said the sole c,rnse of his 
leaving Luton was th@ health of his 
family;. Two of his children had b,een 
removed by death, and the two sur
vivors were unable to live in Luton. 

, RECOGNITIONS. 

REV. w. SATCHWELL was publiciy 
reco'gnised on Easter Monday as pastor 
of the chTITch in Grange-road, Jarrow
on-Tyne. J. Angus, Esq., J.P., pre
sided. A ba1:aar is about w bi} held in 
aid of the building fund for a new 
chapel, to-wards which £500 and a good 
site have alrei,dy been obtained. 

Rev. W. C. H. Anson has been pub
licly recognised as pastor of the church 
meeting in Howard - street, North 
Shields. The public meeting was pre
sided over by J. Angus, Esq., J.P., of 
Newcastle. 

WESTON, NoRTHAMPTONSIDRE.-The 
ordination of Rev. J. Longson, late of 
Rawdon College, took place on the 20th' 
ol April. Reva. S. G. Groen, D.D., A. 
North, J. Lea, E. R. Broom, W. Fiddler. 
J. Dodwell, W. H. Payne, and J. T. 
l<'eloe were present on the occasion. 
In the a.ftornoon the charge was, given 
by Dr. Green. Mr. Giles gave th8 
ata tements on behalf of the church, and 
:i\ir. Longson related hfa experience 
and c:all to the ministry. A publio toi. 
was held, and in the ev-ening addreeses 
were delivered. 

TROWBRIDGE._-Mr. A. English hav
ing lately accepted the pastorate cf 
Bethesda Chu-rch, a recognition servico 
and tea-meeting was held on Tuesday, 
April 18. The Rev. lV. Barnes pro
sided, and several other neighbouring· 
ministers, including the Revs. T. C. 
Page, J. Thomas, and J. Hanson were 
present. Mr._ George Nash, the sanior 
doacon, stated the reasons for inviting 

.Mr: English·to the pastorato; and Mr. 
English having responded, the Revs. '.I.' .• 
C. Page, J. Hanson; and the chairman 
spoke. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

REV. JOHN CLIFFORD, M.A., and· hi.a 
congregation in Praed-street, have se
cured a fine site for a new chapel in 
Westbourne-pa:rk-placo. Designs for 
the building have tmen obtained; it 
will cost £8,000, and scat more 
than 1,000 persons. The memorial
stone will be laid this month. The 
price of the site, £2,560, hag already 
been paid, and one--fourth of the cost of 
the edifice procured. · The old cruq,el 
in Praed-street will not be given up. 

THE new chapel and schoolrooms at 
Morton, near Bourne, Lincolnshire, were 
opened on the 14th a:a.d 16th qf April. 
Revs. Dr. Buckley and W. R. Steven
son, M.A., of Nottingham, were the 
preachers. The cost, exclusive of 
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ground and school furniture, was 
about £700. 

THE new chicpel. ·-st Ipswich, erected 
for. the congregation under the pastoral 
e&re of the Rev. T.: M. Moma, has juat 
Ileen opened,_ when R&v • .A. Maclaren, 
B.A:., preached t,,,o sermons to large 
congregations. The day's collections 
cmounted to :£100. More than 1,300 
people were present at the evening 
service. 

"'P.A.UN'l'ON._.:.The new Albemarle, Bap
tii~ Cmo.pel, the second in Taunton, has 
just been opened, the preacher being 
u Rev. R. Glo,y-er, of Bristol. '11he 
congregations were large. In thl)01JVan
ing a tea-meeting was held, at which 
about 250 persons were present, the 
principal members of the church pro
viding trays. Taken as a whole, the 
op1ming proceedings were vary suc
cessful, when it is considered that ~he 
clrnrch number.s as yet only thinty 
members. The oorner~tone was laid 
by Mrs. Taylor, on May {, 1875, so 
tha.t it has taken about a twelvemonth 
to complete the building, which is 
ad&pted for the acuommotlation of 500 
persons. The structure is of plain 
white brick, ,with freestone dressings. 
The interior, which is fitted with open 
pews, conta.ins· a., plain rostrum, and is 
ao constructed th&t the introduction of 
galleries when rGqnired will not inter
ftto with the prooen:t.arra.ngemente for 
lighting. Tho· eost of the building, in
dependently of the site, which is nlu
lible, being close to the railway station, 
bas been £1,20D, and of this Sflm Mr. 
Taylor has cont,:ibnted £4-00. 

WooD G:amm, LoNnoN.-On Men
day, May 8, the foundation-stone waa 
laid of a aha.pel for this increasing 
enburb of the metropolis. The effort 
htlil- grown out of the necMsities of the 
church· under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. James Pugh, who has laboured 
fur years in the district under con
ditions that must ha To greatly cramperl. 
and discouraged both pastor and people . 
.Latterly they have met in the Tem
~ranco - Hall, a. small hired building. 
'l!ho services were inauguratoil by a 
calrl colla.tiou, and shortly after half
ll'8t throe an adjournment took place 

to th.e site of the new building. T.h8 
stone was laid by Mr. John, Ed~, 
the Re:v-. J. P. Chown deli:venin,g ,an 
eloqwmt a.ddr&IIB of congratalamow and 
enconrag,ment on . tho oaoaaion. Mr.. 
EdwM"ds ga.v:e £20, and pnrSOi!· were 
Jaitl upon. the .stone- t,; th11 amo1lllt. of 
£24 12s. 3d. Tea. was subsequently 
served in the T.emperanoe Hall, and,11.1: 
seven o'clock a, public mooting was held 
in Trinity Wesleyan Cha.pal, nndar th.o 
presidency of Mr. J. P. Ba.con, who -
supported by Iwvs. J. D ... Gmoey,. T; 
V. Ty.mms, B. W...Jla<le, J, R. Woe<4 'F. 
Pugh, T. Q. 'ra.ylor,. and .J. R. Go~; 
with Messrs. G. A. Hutchison and J. 
Bailey. After singing and pra.;yer, by 
Mr. Wood 1;Lnd an addresa by Yr. Baoon, 
Mr. Brown, the treasurer, anbmi~d 
his ataJ'1ll0nt,.from }Vhich it appeared 
tha.t the chapel, to sest 360 peraollll, 
with a sch,,olroom, elaaa-rooms, &c., iii 
estimated to cost £2,500, inclusi-v.e of 
the :freehold site. Towaros this they 
have received in c&sh and pron:ritl><J8, 
prior to the day's services, £787 16a. &i.,, 
and that ihy £82 8s. 9d. The pop-u.-
lation of W-ooc1 Green was eatiw.atsd: a1; 

6,500, and the total accommodation 
provided for the religious wants of tha 
plaoo was under 2,i:iOO sittings, wh.ila 
there was no Baptist chapel wha.liever 
in tho district. Addreases follow,ed by 
l\Ir. Wallace, Mr. Tymms, Mr. Grace,, 
Mi·. F. Pugh, &c., and the collection 
made between the spaeches amoun.tsd 
to ,£11 3s. 9d., bringing up the total. 
for the day to a trifle over £94. 'Pho 
services were continued on Sunday, 
when the p.aetor, Rev. J,ames Pugh, 
preached in the Temperanca Hall in 
the morning, and the Rev. F. Tucker llt 
the evening. 

:MISCELLANEOUS. 

.K.iSLINGEURY, :NORTH.A.NT!. - Rr-
opcning services in connection with 
the 11,ltor .. tion and improvement of tho 
Baptist elm.pal at n cost of £200 woro 
hold on ::Vfay 3rd, Revs. A. Mursell, J. 
'l'. Brown, J. Loa, J. T. Felcc, W. H. 
Payne, W. J. Mills, A. Smith Harpol, 
and A. J. Cirnston pastor, took part iti 
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ftte engagements of the day. Tho whole 
of the debt was cleared off. 

BUGBROOK.-The third anniversary 
of the pastor·s settlement was held on 
the 7th May, when sermons were 
preached appropriate to the occasion. 

PATTISHALL, NORTHAHPTONSHIRE.
The first anniversary of the Ro"\l. D. 
M!l,Ce as pastor was held on May 8. 
After a public tea a religious service 
was held, Revs. J. T. Brown, W. H. 
Payne, D. Mace, A. J. C,:mston, W. 
Fiddler, and Messrs. Mason and Darby 
taking part in the meeting. During 
the past year the chapel and minister's 
house have ooen improved, at a cost of 
£70, but a few pounds of debt remain
ing on the place. 

THE annual tea meeting of the Mar
tham Church was held on Good Friday. 
Many friends from Yarmouth were 
present, and a large company partook 
of tea together in the schoolroom and 
chapol, which were very nicely deco
rated. In the evening a public meeting 
was held, presided over by the Rev. S. 
Vincent, of Yarmouth. Addresses were 
delivered by several friends from the 
neighbourhood, and Mr. T. G. Ga,ther
cole. The chapel was filled to over
flowing, and the meetings were quite a 
success. 

THE three hundred m;id twenty-sixth 
anniversary of the ancient church at 
Eythorne, Kent, was celeLrated on 
Good Friday, and was attended by a 
very large number of persons. Rev. 
J. T. Wigner preached in the afternoon. 
Over 400 friends sat down to tea. and 
in the evening at the public meeting, 
presided over by the pastor, Rev. J. 
Stnbbs, addresses were delivered by 
neighbouring ministers on " Christ our 
Life," "Christ our Strength," " Christ 
our Pattern," "Christ our Master," 
"Christ our Judge," and " Christ our 
Rewarder." 

LuroN.-PARK·STREET CHAEPL.

On Sunday, May 14, the annual school 
sermons were preachetl by Re,. W. A. 
Blake, of Brentford. The congregations 
were large. The collections amounted 
to £41. 

BAPTISll.S. 
Aberdare. -April 23, at Carmel Engl!sk 

Chu.pel, Ten, by T. Jones. 
Aoera•on, Glamorirsnahire. -April 23, at 

Ebenezer W eJsh Chapel, Eightoon, by S. 
Jonos. 

Ararah Waunt,·edan.-April 23, Seven, by 
Rees Davies. 

A•ening.-April 12, Three, by E. Edginton. 
Bacup.-Ma.y 1, at Zion Chapel, Ten, b:,- C. 

W.Gregory. · 
B,aufort, Breconshire.-April 30, Three, by 

J. Edwards. 
Bettws, Salop.-April 30, One, by Thoo. 

Rowson. 
Birmingham.-Ap,il-,MBond-atreetChapol, 

Fise, by G. Wheeler. 
Bislwp Stortford.-March 30, Two, by B. 

Hodgkins. 
Bla,naoon.~Apri1 9, Eight, at the English 

Cho.pel, by W. Reea. 
&slon.-April 9, Seven, by G. West. 
Bradford.-M Slon Jubilee Ohapel, March 

26, Ten; April 30, Sixteen, by J. W. Ash
worth. 

Bra~v, Leeru,.-April 9, Two, by A. ABh
worth. 

Bridgtnd.-April 30, &I Hope Chapel, Three, 
by Mr. Cole. 

B,•istol.-April 30, at Philip--atreet Chapel, 
Bedminater, Ten, by W. N orrll!. 

Camerbu,'1/.-April JO, al BI. George'e-pla.ce 
Chapel, Tbrea, by J. F. Smythe. 

Carmarthrn.-Aprll 30, at the English Chapel, 
Two, by E. Thomas. 

-C'armarthen.-Me.r-eh 12, at Fenie1, Prior-y
street, Three; April 9, Seven; April 6, al 
Priory-street Chapel, Eight, by G. H. Roberts. 

Cwmmer,, near Abarga.venny.-April-. Fonr, 
by W. J. Price. 

()",jnmmor.-A pril 30, a.I Ebanezer English 
Chape~ Eight, by G. Davie& 

Corentry,-April 2, at Goaford-slreet Chapel, 
Five, by H. W. Meadow. 

Cranford, near Ilounslow.-April 3, Three, 
by Mr. Miller. 

c..mdare, Glam.-April 9, Nine, by J. Eva.n•• 
Dunfmnli,...-April 19, Three, by J. 'I'. 

Ha.gen. 
Fl<>et.-March 26, Threo; March 80, One, bY 

T. Watkinson. 
Fmnl:sbridge, Th>dnorshire.-April 23, One, 

by E. Bebb. 
Glalk.try, Radnorahire.-April 9, Two, b)' 

T. Jermine. 
G/11.lWM.-April 26, One; April 30, Four, bf 

J. Tucker, 
Goit,·,, near Pontypool.-Aprll 30, One, 1>1 I, 

Rloh&rds. 
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tJrnntllam.-April 30, One, by G. B. Bowler. 
6rantham.-Ms.reh 2~, Four, by G. B. Bowler. 
IJraDt, nd.-Maroh \!9, at Windmill-street 

. O!w.pel, Four, by Noah Heath. 
Gr<1'7t,end.-April 19, at Windmill-street 

Oh&p•l, Two, by N. Heath. 
Great uigh, Essex.-M&y 4, Two ; llfay 9, 

One; M&y 14, One, by R. C. Sowerby. 
Halifax.-April SO, &t Trinity-road Chapel, 

Two, by J. Parker. 
Hasting,.-Mareh 30, n.t Wellington-square 

Chapel, Five, by W. Barker. 
Hagle, Cornwall.-April 30, Three, by W. 

Pontifex. 
Holghead.-Aprll 16, at Bethel, Seven, by R. 

Thomas. 
/p,u,ich,-April 30, at St. George's-street 

Chapel, Fi\·~ by J. Manning. 
Jersey, St. ffeliers.--April 51 at Grovo-stroct 

Chapel, Five, by G. H. Weatherley. 
Lioery,ool.-Arril 30, at Soho-street, Two, by 

E. Walter. 
L,e<is.-April 12, at Burly-roa.d Chapel, Four. 

by W. T. Adey. 
.Lenton.-April 2r Six., by J. Parkinson. 
Llarul,,,gfa1t, Ang:eaoy.-April 23, Eleven, by 

D.D.>vis. -
.Mae.,/,g.-Aprll 9, at the English Chapel, 

Two, by J.E. Jones. 
.Mam/leld.-April 27, Nine, by H. Marsden. 
Meamam.-April 30, Two, by W. Millingto~ 

Metropolitan District,_ 
Acton.-April 9, Thirteen, by Caleb .M. 

Longhurst. 
Barnis.-A.pril 23t Fonr.,. by F. J. Brown. 
Church-street Cha_pel.-April 23, Five, by 

Dawson Bur-ns. 
Fimbury-parlt, N.-April 39, T.vo, by -

Wilson. 
Hackney-road.-Mareh 31, at Providence 

Chapel, Nine, by W. Cuff. 
Hanweli. -April 25, Five, by G. R. Lowden. 

o!n":'s~ Taberna<Ie.-Jlfay 3, Three, by J. 

Rkhmond.-A.pril 9, at Parkahot Church, 
Three, by J. H. Uo•ke. 

Sto,~ N.,..inqlon.-April 19, at Wellington
road Ohapel, Three, by r. E. Rawlings. 

Btratford.-April 9, at the Grove Chapol, 
Seven, by J. H. Banfield. 

Middlewn, Cl,eM!l,-April 30, Four, by the 
P .. tor. 
J M<Ylmtaifl A,h (Englisb).-April:lO, Three, by 
. W. Williams. 

b Mou,,tain Am, Rhoe (WelBhJ.-Aprll 23, Two, 
YW. Willie.ma. 

B 
Narberth.-April 9, Six ; April 30, Two, by 
• Thomas. 

Nealll.-Aprll 2, Three, by A. 11'. Mills. 
NeU,erton, near Dudley.-April 16, Four, by 

E.F1m1ell. 
N...,burg.-Apr11 ~O, at Northbrook-atreet 

Chapel, Six, by G. Howe. 
Ogden, ne!-r Rochdale.-April 30, Four, by 

A. E. Greemng. 
Oldllam.-April 23, e.t Manchester-street, 

One, by E. llalmford. 
Oswaldtwistle.--April 2, Two, by J. Naylor. 
Pembrohi Docl:.-Aprll 20, at Bethany Chapel,. 

Two, by W. Da.vies. 
Pembroke.-March 5, &t Monnt Ple&•ant 

Chapel, Eleven; April 9, Nine, by E. Thomas. 
Penycat, Rua.ban.- ----, Eighteen 

(ten for the En~lish, and eigM for the Well!h 
church), by G. Davies. 

Peterboro1,gh.-April 16, Fourteen, by T. 
Barrs.as. 

Pole Moor, near Hudderaflold - April 2, 
Three, by J. Evans. 

Porth, Rhondda Valley.-!i.pril 15, Six for 
English Church, aud Oae for Welsh Church, 
by J. WillilLIIlS. 

Radford, N ottlngham.-April 9, at Prospect
pJ.ce Chapel, Thirteen, by A. Brittain. 

Rl1yl.-April 30, s.t the Welsh @hap61, Six, 
by W. Roderick . 

Royton.-Apri! 23, at Oldh&m-rood Ohapel, 
Two, by H. Weost~r . 

Ryrle, fsTe of Wight.-March SO,at Park-road 
Chapel, Four, by J. Harrison. 

SaliJ/n,ry.-April 14, a.t Berwick St. John. 
for the church at Bower Chalk, Five, by T. 
King. 

Sl,ipley.-April ao, &t Roose-street, Fonr, by 
W.Js.ckson. 

Southampton.-Apri1 23, at Carlton Chapel, 
Twelve, by E. Osborne. 

Southse11.-Maroh 26. at SL Paul's-square 
Oh&pal, Three, by R. F. Jeffrey. 

Stajford.-March 1, Fonr; March 12th, 
Four, by Mr. Richards. 

Thornbury, Gloncestersh!re.-April 16, Three. 
by G. Reas, 

Tonypandy. Rhoudda Valley. - April ·ll, 
Three, by J. Howell. 

Trwro,rt, Rh011dda Val~.-April 23, at the
English Chape~ Two, by H. Roeser. 

Trem·tey, Rhondda Va/lq.-A1nil. 23, &t Horeb 
English Chapel, Three, by D. Davies. 

Warrington.-A.pril 30, at Ryla.nWH!treet 
Ch&pe~ Three, by A. Harrison. 

Waichet and Willi/on. Somerset.-Ma.y 2, 
Seven, by Robart John Middleton. 

Wni/dlurch.-April 90, (EngliBh), Ten, by 
Henry DaTies • 

Whii.t,,.,,n.-April 9, Two, by J. W. Cole. 
JVAitlDicl;.-)farch 26, Three. by J. S. Laeey. 
Yarmi>!ll,i, I. W.-April 26, Six, by Mr. 

De&a. 
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RECENT DEATHS. 

REv. DANIEL CRAID)RO.OJi:, who ·was 
pastor of the 'Bethel Daptist Church at 
Maidstone for nearly a quarter of a 
,century, died on the 7tkof .Apci1in, his 
~9th. y«JJ'. The Rev. Geoo:g.i ·Walker 
writes: " During· the last- .eix y.earn of 
his life this venerable servant of· the 
Lord was-entirely dependent: upon the 

ooneficence of others, 1md ·'thanlta· to 
generons friend~, kmown and··unknown, 
his modest wB!l'ts were· daily·s.upplied. 
The brook,.though o'ften Iow,_was ru,ver 
dry, and the barral,.though fmqneI1tly 
reduced, was never empty. Thanks 
are due, &Bd. are ·hereby giveD, to all 
w.ho so ganerolillly helpcad. our fziend. 
May bis prayers on their" behalf ,be 
.ansl\Verod! Old and atllaohad fo:ienda 
carried our departed brother t.o ·, lli1I 
burial on the I5tl1 ·inst." 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-0, H, SPURGEON. 

Statement of RueiptsfrJJm April Hlth, 1876, to May Hlth, 1876. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Hr. W. O. Murrell ... 10 6 o Mr. W. Fowlell ......... rno o o 
ll:ies Mm:p-hey .... ... .. 0 6 0 A Friend ............... l 10 · O 
Mrs. Sillibonme ...... l 10 8 Mr. J. Lowis............ O 10 O 
llr. & Mrs. Congrsve. ~ fJ O -·Mr. J. Seh'wrlght ... 0 9 I l. 
lliss Jessie Oongreve 2 2 I Mrs. Lymage •...••..• 0 2 6 
lli>a·Minnie Oongrove 2 ·2 O Mr. J. Turner ......... 1 O o 
11:r. W. C. Pa.rkiusou. 10 0 O TheMis""8 Bransfield 2 2 0 
Mr. 0. E. Wehb ....... 10 10 0 Mr. Freeman •......•• 0 10 n 
lilr. W. Izard ............ HI 10 0 TksMi....,. Jabnlon.. 3 0 0 
lfr. S. Shoobridge ... ;; o O Mr. & Mrn. Huntley ... 21 O O 
Mr.R.'.Ma.y ............... 10 0 0 -Mr.R.Ev&ns .......... 10 10 0 
Mra. Ms.y ............... 6 O 0- ,Mr. W. R±ekott. •••••••• 10 0 O 
Miss May ............... 2 O O Mr. Fisher............... 3 3 O 
lfisa.Hanna.h•M&y .•. 2 O O Mias Rodwell ......... 0 2 G 
Miss M. lfay ...... : ... .. 2 O O Mrs. S. Powney ....•• 0 :; O 
Miss Fentiman......... 2 0 O Mr. J. Garmain ...... Ii o O 
lfr. Mills ...... ,........... a O O l\lr .. C. A•hhy ......... o Ii 0 
J/Ir. 0. Orgcker ......... I O O Wilt•, 63/i!!O ............ 100 0 0 
Mr. W. Mill• ............ 2 , o, Mr. Dun•more ......... l O 0 
Mr. &.Mrs. RoSK ...... 8 O O Taelo.teMTB. Wstsoo, 
Mr; M&&!ers •• : ......... 3 3 0 per J.E. W .......... 2 0 0 
MiB• Spliodt ... ......... 6 o O Mr. 1ond l\Ira. Doiiaon 2.; • 0 
Mrs. Green............... 3 3 O Mr. W. Bamford...... O 1.5 O 
Mr. H. McKay ......... 2 O O Mre. Mo.n;ha.11 ......... l o 0 
A. B. ..................... 0 .5 0 R. J. F. ........ .......... 0 ,5 Q 
W. B. ..................... 0 13 4 Mr,. S. '.Eo.ylar ......... ,5 O O 
Mr. B. Ha.mmel ...... 0 10 0 Mioot-pliedt ..... , ..... 10 O O 
Ebenezer ............... O 2 6 Mr . .& Mm. Haldane .. :; O O 
H. H. ..................... 0 2 ti Yre. Pri•stman......... O 10 o 
llr. F. N. Charrington 6 O O '.Mr. H. Amo•............ l 13 HI 
Mr. A. Richardson ... 0 .5 0 Mr. W. Oamond ...... 2 2 o 
Mr.E.Bnrkett. ........ 3 0 Mr.J.Benltam .......... 1010 o 
Messrs. 1folling• and Mr. F, llonhem ......... JO 10 o 

Brock .................. a O Mr. John llenham ... i, o o 
Mr.J.Fulks ............ l O O B.B ......................... 50 O O 
Mr. T. D. GoJpin ...... 10 0 0 Miss B .................... , 10 O 0 
Mrs. Gale .. ............ O 10 0 Mr. ll. J, .lfay . .... .. .. fj o n 
Mrs. Robinson ......... 2 O o Rov. A. G. nr.,wn ... Ii o o 
Xr. Evered ............ l O O Mr. & Mrs. Cr- ...... JI', o (J 

lir, & Mrs. Spurgeon 100 0 0 ll. l' ...................... 10 O O 

£ •. tl. 
Mr. B. Venabloo ...... 1 l O 
Mr. R; Smith............ l 1 O 
Mrs •. Hin/on . ... .. ...... ·-0 19 0 
Collecthm at Ramsey, 

per Rev. J. Sankey. 10 -0 0 
Oollection &t Luton, 

per Rev.J. W.Gen-
ders..................... 4 13 li 

Pll.JJt Collootion at. 
Arthnr-st., (,lra;v's
inn-road, per !tev. 
H. E. Stone ......... 6 i 

Oollecti:tm at Ohol
tenho.m, per Bev. 
H. Wilkens ......... 11 ro 

Enon Chapel, M"nk-
wen.rmouth ·······•· 0 e 

Rev. J. Jackson ...... O 9 
Per Rev. G. D. Go,c, 

Sacramental Off g... 1 l 3 
A Widow's Mit-0 .. .••. o O 10 
Mr.Lea .................. 0 1 0 
Mrs. Rollinson ......... 0 2 0 
Mrs. Riggs............... 0 l I 
Per Rev. H. Wiusor, 

proceeds of lecture 
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Metropolitan Te.
bernacle:-April 23 20. 11 l 
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,, 14 34 l~ t 

Eubacriµtions will br tlwnkfu11y r~t:Bived by C.H. Spnr;;eon, }fetropolitim Tabernacle. 
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THE FULNESS AND THE FILLING;>!' 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY O. H. SPURGEON. 

"And of His fulness have all we received, and grace for graco."-1 JOHN 16. 

ONE Sabbath-day I was staying in an Italian town on the other side of the 
Alps. 0£ course the whole population was Romish. Two or three of us, 
therefore, being Protestants, held a little service for the worship of God in 
the simple manner that is our wont. After this I went out for a walk. 
The weather being hot and sultry, I sought the outskirts of the town to get 
to as quiet and cool a spot as possible. Presently I came to an archway at the 
foot of a hill, where there was an announcement t]:i.at any person who would 
climb the hill with proper intentions should receive the pardon of his sins 
and five days' indulgence. I thought I might as well have five days' indul
gence as anybody else, and if it were of any advantage, to have it laid by 
in store. I cannot tell you all I sa.w as I went, first one way and then 
another, up that hill. Suffice it to say, that there was a series of little 
churches, through the windows of• which you might look, as one in his 
boyish days looked through a peep-show. The whole scene and circum
stance of the passion and death of Christ were thus modelled, beginning 
with Hi2 agony in the garden, where He was represented in a figure as 
large as life, with the drops of bloody sweat falling to the ground ; the 
three disciples a stone's throw off, and the rest of the apostles 'outside the 
garden wall. Every feature looked as real as if one had been standing 
upon the spot. I scrutinised each group narrowly, and carefully read the 
Latin text which served as an index, till I reached the top of the hill, 
where I saw a garden, just like an English garden, and as I pushed open 
the door I faced these words, " Now, there was a garden, and in the garden 
there was a new sepulchre." Walking down a path I came to a sepulchre; so 
I stooped down and looked in, as Peter had done. There, instead of see
ing a picture of the corpse of Christ, I read in gilded letters these words-of 
course in the Latin tongue-" He is not here, for He is risen; come, see 
the place where the Lord lay." Passing ou, I came to a place where His 
ascension was represented. On the summit was a large church, into whieh 
I entered. No one was there, yet the place for me had a marvellous 
interest. High up in the ceiling there swung a rude representation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and round it were statues of the prophets, all with their 
fingers pointing up to Him. There was Isaiah, with a scroll in his left hand, 
on which was written, "He was despised and rejected of men, a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief.'' Further on stood .Jeremiah, and on 
his scroll was written, "Behold and see if there was ever sorrow like unto 
My sorrow, which was done unto Me.'' All round the church I read in 
great words, that were large enough to be seen though they were blazoned 
on the top of the ceiling, "Moses and all the prophets spoke and wrote con
cerning Him." 

Now, thouoh I cannot" take you to see that remarkable sight, which I 
shall never f;rget, I would fain bring before your minds' eye J:1ometbing 

* This St>rmon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved. 
No. 212, NEw SERIES. 
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like it. Suppose that all the saints who lived from the days of Adam down 
to the times when Malachi closed the Old Testament, and that all the 
saints who lived in Christ's time,. and then on through the early ages of the 
Church in the days of Chrysostom, and Augustine, and all the holy men 
who afterwards gathered around the Reformers, and all who in every 
place have served God since then-euppose they all stood in one vast 
circle i to whom do you su,ppose they would every one point 1 to whom 
would they all bear witness 1 Why, with outstretched arm, every one of 
them would turn to the Lord Jesus Christ, and speak His praise. . Could 
you then inquire into their individua.l history, you would find among them 
characters exceedingly diveTse, though all remarkably beautiful ; some re
nowned for courage, others for gentleness ; some for patient enduranee, 
other15 for diligent labour, and yet all inspired by a common faith ; .. all of 
them arlow with fervent jlratitude ; all of them looking with stedfast 
gaze and love intense towards ONE from -whom they had received every 
gift that profited them,· every grace tha.t adorned them, every honour that 
ennobled them; a.ad that One, Jesms Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour 
of men. The rule would admit of not a 3ingl~ exception. From e.lch man 
in his own proper p8sition, from every man in his own ,.particula.r calling, 
from all the individuals severally in their own personal experience, the in
numerable voices, distinct but blending in chorus, would go up frem earth 
to heaven, saying, "Of His fulness have a.II we received, and. grace for 
grace.'' Then methinks from the .ncellent glory would come ·a response. 
The inhabita.nts of heaven would echo back the strain, "0£ His fulness 
have all we, the glorified spirits, received; and grace for grace." This is 
the testimony of the Church militant and of the Church triumphant ; yea, 
it is the testimony of all who in every place and at every time have come 
and put their trust under the shadow of His wings. 

Our text seems to suggest two thoughts-the fulness, and the filling
upon ea.eh of which I will attempt to say a little ; a very little. With so 
infinite a theme we can do no more than -children do when they take up 
a little sea-water in a shell; their tiny scoop cannot embrace the ocean. I 
stand on the narrow edge of a vaat expanse,' and leave the boundless depths 
to your contemplation. His fulness ! an inexhaustible reservoir. Our 
filling! an illimitable endowment. Beloved, the river of God, which is 
full of water, can well supply the little canals that are fed from such a 
fountain with grace for grace. 

THE FULNESS I said. It is His fulness, the fulness of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. Oh, what a fulness He has! The fulness which belongs to Him 
personally! Note this well; forget it not. Our Redeemer is essentially God. 
By nature He is Divine. He .bas condescendingly taken upon Himself 
our nature, and He is most truly and assuredly man. Very God! for to 
Him belong all the attributes of J" ehovah. Very man! for when He took 
our flesh and blood, He accepted the entire sympathies of our creature
ship. In His complex nature He possesses fulness. In Him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. He has the •fulness of omni
potence, and all power is given unto Him as Mediator in heaven and in 
earth. Omnipresence is His to perfection; "for where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there am I (said• He) in the midst of them." 
He has essential wisdom. Even when on earth, " He did not commit 
Himself, because He knew all men, a.nd needed not that any should testify 
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<if. man: for He knew what was· in man." In Him is fulness of justice. 
,The Father bath given all judgment unto the Son. "Shall not Goel.judge 
the world in righteousness by that.man whom He hath ordained, w.tiereof 
1Ie bath· gi""n assurance unto .all .men in that He bath raised Him 
:from the dead 1" In•Him is falness-of mercy, for" through this man is 
:Preached unto you the forgiveness of sins." The attributes of God 
make up a perfect total. The unity, with all its uniqueueSll, is His. Divi
'Sions and·subdivisions are ours. The fractional parti!I of which we take 
account are but the breaking up of a great fact to our weak understanding. 
Think as you may, your thought cannot describe or compass God; for 
God is all that is good and blessed, And as is God, so is Christ. , All 
the Divine attributes are contained and represented in Christ Jesus in 
their falness, not diminished iiy His humiliation, but reoplendent by Hi1 

,,triumph. 
"In Him dwelletb all the fulness of the Godhead." He is the express 

-. imitge of the Father's person, the brightness of His Father's glory; not 
, mere glory, but the brightness of His Father'a glory. What coniidence 
, this ought to inspire in our hearts! The fulnes;i from which you and I 
,derive the grace we receive is none other than the infinite fuhress of God 
, -0:ver all blessed for ever, whose name is Immanuel, God with us. - There 
,1was a fulness also in Christ in respect to His manhood. Nothing w:as lack
i ing to Him that is involved in being by nature and constitution a perfect 
.man. He was pure ; He did not inherit any sin; His disposition did not 
• tend towards any evil. Still, all that pertains to the original crealureship 
•of man as created by God did Christ possess in the fulness of develop
.ment. Hence, my brethren, there is in, Him at this moment a fulness of 
sympathy. He is not such a high-priest as cannot be touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, but He was tempted in all points like as we are, 
yet without sin. Do not suppose that Jesus is less human than you are 

·yourselves; He is fully human. Do not imagine that He is less tender 
.thaa you would be towards the weak and suffering ; He is full of tender
ness ; His bowels melt with love. A mother has often a tenderness that 
· we do not .:find in a father. Masculine strength and courage do. not always 
·blend ·with the gentle, sympathetic qualities of woman. Howbeit when 
:God created man ,in His own image, male .and female created He them. 
The virtues, if I may so say, of both sexes were combined in our Lord ; 
the suavity as well as the staunchness-the feminine as well as the mascu
line of our common humanity. Human nature in its totality and com
pleteness was fully possessed and thoroughly represented by Him. The 
.sympathetic nature which .melts at the tear and smile£ at the joy of others, 
_was as truly .His as the heroic nature that parleys not with fear, but acts 
'With promptitude and suffers with fortitude, like a warrior in the hosts of 
the Lord. There i11 thus a fuluess of humanity; as well as a fulness of 
Divinity in Christ Jesus, our Saviour-a fulnes11 of .perfection in His 
bJessed person wµich may well fix your trust and rivet your admira
tion. 

In our Lord, likewise, there is what I may venture to call, for lack of 
a-better word, an acquired julncss. He bas sojourned on earth, and ren
dered entire and undeviating obedience to the law of God, having taken 
upon Ilimself the form of a servant, and by His righteousness earned 
Wages; a fulness, an _everlasting well-spring of merit. Throughout llis 
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whole life He honoured the Divine law, and glorified God on the earth. 
Jn doing His Father's will, His action was so voluntary and so vicarious 
that He has accumulated an inexbamtible fund of merit, which all of u; 
who believe in His name may plead before the :Father's throne. More 
especially did His death consummate the obedience, and constitute its ster
ling worth, its intrinsic virtue. His death, with all its surroundings
from the bloody sweat in the olive garden to the last cry, "Into Thy 
bands I commit My spirit"-was sublime. All through the scourging 
:rnd the spitting, the shame, the wounding, the crucifixion, the thirst 
the desertion, and the death itself, He was working out an atonement 
for us, 

"Bearing-, that v--.~c might never bear 
His Father's righteous ire." 

And now with Him risen from the dead, raised to the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, there is a fulness of prevalence in His 
:intercession when He pleads His blood ; a fulness of cleansing power 
when the Spirit applies the bloorl to the guilty conscience; a fulness of 
peace to the heart when His blood speaketh better things than that of 
Abel. In that fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel's veins 
there is a fulnern that never can be exhausted by all the sin of man, 
He has finished the work which His Father gave Him to do. Now the 
covenant is ratified with Him that He shall see of the travail of His 
soul and shall be satisfied. Jn these respects we are convinced that 
there is ,m acquired as well as a personal fulness in our precious 
Lord. 

No less hath He a fulness of dignity, of high prerogative. He is a 
Prophet, By Him are all His people taught, warned, counselled, and 
encouraged with a blessed hope. He is a Priest, and by Him they are 
clean scd from sin, and consecrated to God. Moreover, He is also a King, spread
ing the regis of protection over all His liege subjects, :rnd ordaining peace for 
them. Under His lJeneficent rule they prosper. Thou good Shepherd! 
Thou great Shepherd of the slwep ! there is no office or obligation that was 
necessary for our welfare, but Thou hast taken it, and undertaken it in our 
behalf. Thou art to us all that we require, and all that·we could desire . 
.Join all the qualities involved in name or fame that commend themselves 
most closely to your heart, because they meet your necessities, or draw forth 
your sympathies, and you shall find that Ile comprises them all in liberal 
lavish fulness. Nor bath His prerogative any limit. As a priest, who hath 
once offered a rncrifice of everlasting prevalence His absolution or His bene
diction is final and irrevocable. As a prophet Ilis authority is unim· 
peachable; the authority with which He teaches allows ofno appeal. As a 
king He has right as weil as might on His side. In the midst of Zion will· 
ing subjects yield to His Leneticent sway; in the outer world reluctant 
rebels must submit themselves to His sceptre. He is no priest whose vain 
pretence has no valid prescript; He is no prophet whose teaching is 
uncertain in its tone or limited in it'! range ; Ho is no king whose prero· 
gative is not sanctioned by his wisdom, aud whose government awakens 
nu fealty of love. But in the administration of all His offices our Lord 
.J urns Christ Ehows a fulness of qualific:,tion, and gives a fulness of satis· 
factiofl. In such respects He has no rival ; nor is there any room for 
a rirnl to arise. 
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And let me say here that the power with which our Lord exercises 

these offices may well command our devout confidence. Do you want to 
learn the truth 1 Oh, come to the prophet of Nazareth, and you shall find 
that there is a satiety of truth in His teaching such as was never found in 
heathen augur or even, to the same extent, in Hebrew seer! Or do you 
want acceptance before God 1 Oh, then, come ye to the Priest who is not 
of the tribe of Levi, but a Priest after the order of Melchisedec, whose 
royalty coJJfers dignity on His sacerdotal office ! He can present your 
.iaeriiice with the much incense of His merit that is acceptable before the 
throne. Or do you want strength ? Do you need one to fight your 
battles, to take hold of the shield and the buckler, and draw out the 
spear, and handle the bow 1 Behold the Hero of Israel whose exploit.s are 
told in your songs-Jesus, the King by right of conquest. as well a.s by 
right. Divine, hath a fulness of power and majesty with which no adversary 
can cope. He reigneth. His reign is the consolation of His people,~the 
guarantee of their peace. These are bare outlines. Time would fail 
me to enumerate all His offices. They are very numerous; but, however 
numerous, Christ possesses them all. He enjoys the prerogatives peculiar 
to them all in the fullest degree. He po8sesses the power to exercise them 
all to the fullest, extent. 

But in Christ there is verily a blessed fulness of evay kind of pe1fection 
Whatsoever there may be that is lovely or of good repute is to be found 
in Christ. All that is virtuous or amiable in the character of men; all 
that is noble and illustrious in the endowments that Heaven bestows on 
the most privileged of creatures, our Lord possessed. It was said of 
~enry the Eighth that if all the likenesses of tyrants had been lost out of 
history, they might have been reproduced out of,the one character of that 
monstrous tyrant-king. So, if all the holy features of patriarchs and pro
phets, of saints and martyrs, that ever lived were blotted from the canvas 
of history, they all might be painted afresh from the one life of the Divine 
P€rson of our ever adorable Lord Jesus Christ. In Him there was not 
only one perfection, but all perfections meet and blend to maJse up one 
B:~tchless perfection. There was not one sweet alone in Him, but in 

un all sweets combine in a perfect sweetness. John has love, Peter 
:urage, Paul zeal-each saint has his own peculiarity, but in Christ 
thl the qualities of goodness and grace converge. He exhibits them in 

e highest degree and the purest harmony. After such manner are 
they incorporated in Him as to produce a character the like of which 
l'ras never known before, nor ever shall be witne3sed again . 

.A.nd never forget that a fulness of the Holy Spirit abideth in Christ. 
~he Lord gives not the Spirit by measure unto Him. He hath the 

residue of the Spirit. His is the head upon which the anointing oil is fully 
t~ured. We, who are but as the skirts of His garments, are favoured 
S l~h.

1 
some droppings thereof, but t~e fulness of the anointing. of t~e J1r1i; was bestowed upon ,Jesus Chrrnt om· Lord, and from Him His 

€1!.t!Jers must receive the portion they enyJy. 
a f 1sjulness .' I linger on the word, for I revel in the meditation. Such 
tl:i Ulness as admits of no diminution, for it is an abiding fulness. What 
lltJ. oug_h all the saints of every age have come to Christ, and drawn their 
lltPpl1es from Him, He is just as full as ever. Think not that those who 

St came drank of a copious fountain that has been partly drained by the 
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myriads who have since slaked their thirst. The Apostles receiv{ld of His 
fulness, and so do we: they without prejudice to us; we without pre- .. 
judice to those who shall follow after us. When I came to Christ eighteen 
hundred years after the Apostles came, yet, I received of the fulness at just 
the same rate as when Peter, John, or Paul received it. Should this dis
pensation last another thousand years, and some poor, trembling wretch 
should come to the foot of the cross to receive mercy, he will not receive 
Christ half full, but he shall receive of Christ's fulness, for it is an abiding
fnlness; It is never less than full; never can be more than full. In 
Hirn there is an infinity of grace· and truth. Such fulness is there in 
Him at all times, under all your circumstances-of trial, aye, and under · 
all conditions of sin too. The fulness of Christ to supply will always 
exceed the faith of the believer to seek. And when you feel your empti• 
ness more than you ever did before, then you will set the most store· 
upon His abounding towards us in all wisdom and prudence. Consider
ing then His abiding fulness, His inexhaustible fulness, His t1.vailable 
fulness, I entreat you to avail yourself of this fulness now without 
demur, without delay. 

II, As there is a fulnes.~, so there is a filling. This is to be our second 
part;. I must speak of it with brevity. 

"Of His fulness have all we received." Surely, then, all the saints 
were empty before. You are empty, my brother, and so was Abraham, 
so was Paul. Grace, the free grace of God, has made all the difference 
between Peter and Judas, though the one repented and the other 
despaired; the one travelled the heavenly road, the other went down 
quickly to hell. They stood on equal footing in transgre&9ion, till grace 
made them to differ. What radical difference is there between one man 
:md another from a legal point of view? 

"All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." All alike have to'· 
come to Christ empty of merit, or they would never come at all. That. 
was a pretty tale we heard the other day, and it points a right good 
moral. A worthy, consistent, industrious woman was married toa .\ow, 
worthless, dissipated husband. Both of them, however, were alike igno
rant of the Gospel. They came together to the house of prayer; they 
heard together the tidings of mercy; they each believed, and each of thclll 
received the Saviour, and they both were saved the same way; they 
both found mercy on the same terms. To the rich, free, sovereign grace 
of God they vied with one another in ascribing the praise. That is a fact, 
It occurred last week. I do not know whether this makes it more con
vincing to you; but I might say as Elihu said to Job, "Lo, all these 
things worketh God oftentimes with men, to bring back his soul fro!ll 
the pit, to be enlightened with the lirrht of the living!" 

Observe that the jilling is unii-ersal. All the saints partake of it. '' 0~ 
His fulness have all we received." There are manifold diversities. 0d 
experience among the Lord's pecple, but in some things they share a_n 
share alike. Some saints do not undergo the i.tress of trial and tribulat1oll 
that others pass through. Here, however, there is no partiality. Th•l 
have, every one of them, received out of Christ's fulness. Not one O 

,', 

them could do without receiving it ; not one of them could receive it fr0f, 
any other hand than that of the Divine Benefactor. They earned it no ' 
They accepted it. They received it of Jesus Christ. 
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This is peculiar to the saints. While it says, "Of His fulness 
;have all WE received," manifestly a certain body of people have become 

. partakers. of a privilege which it is no less evident that all men have not 
received. What thousands and tens of thousands there are who when invited 
to the Gospel feast reject the call, "make a wretched choice, and rather 
starve than come." "All we I'' that is all of those who have believed. 
And who are "we," or what are "we," that such grace should be given 
to us in preference to anybody else ? Ah, brethren, little cause enough 
have we for self-satisfaction J On the score of desert no choice had ever 
fallen on us. We were the vilest, the least worthy, the least attractive,· 
and, in some respects, the least hopeful ! Oh, grace ! it is thy won.t into 
unlikeliest hearts to come, and it is the glory of love Divine to find in 
darkest spots a home! "All we; " we who were once dead in trespasses 
.and sins; we who were once lost like the prodigal son, lost like the 
wandering sheep, lost like the piece of money; we who needed seeking, 
needed finding, need saving; yet of His fulness have all we received. 
Recollect that the reception is peculiar to believers ; it does not go beyond 
them. 

Be it clear, however, that there is, and must be, a personal reception in 
evei·y case. "Of His fulness have att we received." No one of us can 
receive it transmitted from another, but each one of us receives it directly 
from Him. Your father's grace ca,nnot save yon. It was a wise speech 
-0f the wise virgins. When the foolish virgins said to them, "Give us ot 
your oil," they replied, "Not so, lest there be not enough for us and 

· you ; go rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves." Family piety 
involves responsibilities, but it cannot stand in the place of personal god
liness. Dear hearer, you must go to Christ for yourself: All who ever 
were saved have done so, and you certainly ·will not be saved unless you 
are led. to do the same. It is a personal filling. " Of His fnlness have al 
we received." 

'fhe bounty is gratuitous. Notice the next words, "and grace Ja,· grace." 
It is not said," Of His fuluess have we all purchased," nor "Of His fulne,;s 
have we all earned a share;" but it is all passive. \Ve have received. 
What does the vessel do to fit itself for the water that flows into it 1 Why 
it does nothing. All its doing can fit it to receive is an undoing; that is 
to say, it empties itself to prepare itself to be filled. Oh, if any of you 
desire to find Jesus Christ, the doing must be in the way of undoing. You 
must be emptied to be filled. 'fhe preparation is a coIL?ciousness that you 
are not prepared. In such unpreparedness you are prepared for Christ. This 
is an enigma and a riddle. Those who think themselves prepared for Him 
are not so, but those who know that they are not prepared are just the souls 
upon whom R.is grace will come. Poverty not riches, blindness not sight, 
emptiness not fulness, sinfulness not virtue ; these are the things Christ 
looks for. He is come to seek and to save that which was lost; not that 
which had won victories; not that which was splendid in its own esteem, but 
that which was defeated, ruined, lost. If thou art lost, He comes to seek and 
to save Sllch as thou art. Oh, thou who wast once lost, but now art 
found, bless His name that thou hast received of His fulness ! 

"And grace for grace'' .' What mean these words 1 "\Ve can only just 
touch them alil a swallow with its wing touches the pool; we cannot pretend 
to enter into their depth. " Grace for grace." Does that mean that 
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those who receive grace under the old dispensation were afterwards led to 
receive the grace of the new dispensation? Does it mean that we who, 
have the grace of conviction with the Holy Spirit as a spirit of bondaire 
shall receive, by-and-by, the spirit of liberty, and get out of convictio~ 
through conversion, into foll pardon and enjoyment of peace with God { 
Is that the grace instead of grace; one grace given instead of another t 
Or does it mean grace by degrees ; grace upon grace ; a little grace to 
begin with, and more grace afterwards? "He giveth more grace;" 
grace following on grace, and, further on, superabounding grace, when 
grace turns into glory, and we come before the throne of grace for ever and 
ever. Does it mean that God leads us on step by step, adding to our 
spiritual wealth, initiating us first into simple things, and afterwards 
leading us into deeper matters ? " Grace for grace." 

Yes, it means that, but it means more. God gives grace to prepare 
for further grace-the grace of a broken heart-to make room for deep 
repentance and abhorrence of sin; the grace of hatred of sin to make 
way for the grace of holy and careful walking, humiliation, and faith in 
Jesus; the grace of careful walking to make room for the grace of 
close communion with Christ; the grace of close communion with the 
Lord Jesus Christ to make room for the grace of full conformity to His 
image ; perhaps the grace of conformity to His image to make room fo1· the 
higher grace of brighter views of Himself, and still closer incomings into 
the very heart of the Lord Jesus. It is grace that helps us on in grace. 
When a beggar asks you for a penny, and you give him one, he does not 
ask you for a sixpence; or if you give him a shilling, he would not 
consider that an argument why you should give him a sovereign. But 
you may deal thus with God. If you have only got, as it were, an ounce 
of grace, that is a reasen why you should then pray God for a great 
weight of grace, and afterwards for a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. Believe that He gives grace for grace ; that is, grace that 
you may open your mouth for more grace. The grace you have expands 
your heart, and gives you capacity for receiving yet more grace. Do you 
not send your child to school to learn A B c 'I You may call that the 
grace of learning his alphabet. Yes, but it is preparatory to his learning 
to read the spelling· book. Well, but what does he learn to read the 
spelling-book for? Why, that is a preparation for something else. That 
is only preparing him to go on to arithmetic, and geometry, and algebra, 
and those still higher forms of mathematics. If you begin to teach him 
Latin, it is generally with a view that you may teach him Greek, and thus 
one thing is always l.l preparation for another thing. So one grace "ives 
us a preparation for another grace, and thus as we have more grac~ we 
realise the blessedness of this Divine filling out of His fulness. 

Or, suppose we read the passage thus-grace answerable to grace
and even this will admit of two constructions. Let God give me grace 
to be a preacher; He will surely give me grace to discharge the office. 
Perhaps He has given you grace to teach in a Sabbath-school, then 
you want a further supply of grace to enable you to be an efficient 
teacher. Peradventure you have the grace of resignation to suffer for 
Christ's sake, you will need the grace of patience to support you in the 
midst of pain or persecution. You arc called to pray, and you yield 
yourself up to be a '\l'restler with God in prayer. This is a great grace. 
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Oh! may you have grttce answerable to that grace, that when you get 
with the angel by the urook Jabbok, you may take hold of His strencrth, 
plead His promise, His covenant, and_ H!s oath, and never let Him go u"ntil 
He bless you. Thus, a halt and famting Jacob comes off as a prevailin_g; 
Israel. May we thus ever h,,ve grace answerable to grace. "Grace for 
grace " may imply grace received uy us ausweraule to the grace th1tt is 
in Christ. Oh ! that we Christians had grace in some measure commen
surate with the grace that is treasttred up for us in Him. All that is in 
Rim belongs to you. Then the degree of your daily supplies ought to be 
proportionate to Ilis ample unlimited weftlth and fulness, A young heir 
to a large estate, though not of full age, generally gets an allowance made 
to him by the executors, or the trustees, or the Court of Chancery, suit
able to thQ,,position he is presently to occupy. If he has £100,0fJ0 a year 
in prospect., he would hardly be limited to a penny a week, like a poor 
man's child. We cannot suppose that he would have a mean allowance 
made him such as would barely enable him to live in a humble cottage on 
the rich domain he is entitled to. Ohl no ; that would be a meagre 
pittance out of all proportion to his position. When I see one child of 
God always mourning, .another always doubting, and yet another always, 
scheming, I feel a kind of disappointment; I s~e they are living below 
their privileges. They do not seem to have grace in possession answerable 
to the grace they have in reversion. ,v e always inculcate the propriety, 
on the part of all our people, of livng within their incomes; but I will de!y 
the child of God to live beyond his income in a spiritm,l sense. You that 
have but little spending-money are like the cldet· brother in the parable. 
You say, "Thou never gavest me a kid that I might make merry with 
my friends;" and your Father replie,i, "Son, thou art ever with l'l1:e; 
and all that I have is thine." If you <lo not have it it is yom own fault; 
it is all there, and is freely yours. You have but to ask, and you shall 
receive ; to seek, and you shall find. Oh ! could we once get grace in us 
at all like the grace that is in Christ, what Christian~ we should be! no 
longer starlight Christians and moonlight Christians, but sunlight be
lievers, letting our light shine before the sons of men. Oh ! to be among 
the three Mighties of our royal David. J\fay each of us covet such a 
position as this, and God grant it to us for His love's sake ! 

"Grace for grace" obviously means grace in abundance. Like the waves 
of the sea, when one comes there is another close behind it. Before you can 
say that one is gone there is another coming to fill its place. There they 
come. ,vho shall count them i In long succession wave follows wave. 
So is God's grace. "Grace for grace." One grace has hardly come into 
your soul but what there is another one. You have heard the story of 
Rowland Hill having a hundred pounds entrusted to him for the benefit 
9£ a poor minister. He thought that if he sent him the hundred pouncls 
It would be too large a sum to give him all at once; he would scarcely 
know how to husband it, and perhaps he would not be so thankful for it 
as if he had it doled out in smaller amounts. So he sent him five pounds, 
and wrote in the letter ":More to follow." Letters did not come often 
in those days of ninepenny or eighteenpenny postage, but in about 
another week he forwarded another five pounrls, ancl a note with it, 
"More to follow." After a short interval be did the like again, still 
saying, "~fore to follow." So it went on for ever so long, always with 
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"More to follow," till the dear, good man, I should think, must have 
been at his wits' end to know what could follow when so many good pre
sents came to one who needed them so much. Now, that is just how God 
has done with me, and I believe He is just doing the same with all of you 
who are His people. He has sent you a mercy, anq when He sent it, you 
might have seen, if you. had looked at the envelope, that it was au 
earnest of further benefits and benefactions-" More to follow." The 
mercy you have received to-day has writtten upon it legibly-" More to 
follow," and that which will come to-morrow will have upon it-" .illore 
to follow." "Grace for grace." Oh ! sing unto Him a new song. Let 
Him have fresh songs for fresh mercies, and as He multiplies the mercy, 
so do you multiply the praises you ascribe to His name. 

" Grace for grace!" Does it not mean grace from Him tu produce 
grace iii us '! We receive from the fulness of Christ, of His grace, in 
order that it may be a living seed that ·shall produce grace in us as its 
natural fruit. The grace of gratitude should be produced in us by the 
grace of generosity from God. ,ve ought to be gracious with a holy joy
fulness for all His goodness. I hope we shall have the grace of patience 
under all sufferings, and the grace of zeal in all our labours. At a time 
like this, my brethren, when we are seeking the conversion of sinners 
with special efforts, may we have grace from Jesus that shall make all the 
graces fruitful and fragrant in us! So shall we be to, the Saviour as a 
garden of olives and pomegranates, of lilies and sweet flowers, and may 
He take a delight in us! ,vhen Cyrus took the Greek ambassador 
through his garden, he challenged him to admire its charms. The 
Spartan approved all he saw, but still his admiration was cool and 
critical. "This garden," said its master, "yields m9 more .pleasure and 
satisfaction than you can imagine, or I can express." "And why 1" 
asked the visitor. "Because," replied Cyrus, "I planted every tree in 
it myself. I plannetl all the paths, and all the flowers have I reared. 
No hand but mine has dug the soil, tended the plants, pruned the trees, 
or done aught beside but my own.'' His toil and his trouble thus en
deared the place to the king. So, truly, Christ can say when He looks 
upon His people, " There is a fruitful bough there : I pruned that. He 
was sick, long laid aside from business, he feared his family would be 
2tarved ; I was pruning him then ; but I love the fruit that is on him 
because I know how it came there. That plant yonder which is blooming 
now and shedding such a sweet perfume of love, well do I recollect when 
it was drooping and ready to die. I came and watered it. She, timid 
disciple, would say, 'Blessed be the gentle hand that shed the dew and 
poured nourishment on my poor, parched, and withered root ! "' Yes 
the Saviour givts us "grace for grace" that we ruay produce grace. I 
leave the thought with you for meditation, and the issues for your edifica
tion, only praying that His Holy Spirit may work in you "grace for 
grace." 

Oh ! that all of you might receive grace from Him. You will never 
get grace anywhere else. Go to Him at once by faith, with humble 
prayer, Plenteous grace with Him is found ; all the grace you shall ever 
require between now and glory you shall find stored up in Him. His. 
grace is our benediction. ,Of it may you one and all partake ! Amen. 
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GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

THE MAN OF ONE TALENT. 
PART III. 

IT was quite a treat to pay a casual 
visit to the infant class room after 
the new teacher, Sam Spring, had 
become familiar with his profes
sion:cl duties. Not having been 
accustomed to teach so many chil
dr,m at once, it must be confessed 
at first he felt rather awkward ; 
but it was not long before most of 
the difficulties were got over, and 
then he felt, as the superintendent 
had predicted, thoroughly at home 
in the work. It has been well said, 
"Difficulties, will present them
selves, but difficulties are very 
much what people make them
bolts and bars that prevent the 
progres, of a timid spirit, or step
ping-stones which a man of sterner 
resolves sets his foot upon, and 
sta,nds the higher for his climbing. 
W c gain physical strength, not by 
thing;; easy to grasp, but by those 
which develope our powers by 
exertion ; and a great, soul is made 
gre::iter still by coming in contact 
with a great diflicalty and master
ing it." To master difficalties as 
he came in contact with them was 
the infant class teacher's aim, and 
the result was that they became 
helps to him rather than hin
drances, proving beneficial to him
self as well as to others. His 
greate~t difficulty was indisputably 
his want of education ; and to 
remedy this defect he frequently 

sat up hours in the night when 
most persons were asleep, study
ing the Bible with all the Biblical 
helps which in his humble station 
he was able to get hold of. Occa
sionally his pastor invited him to 
spend an hour or two in his study, 
and then he was in the habit of 
saying "he got helped rarely." 
Finding the practical benefit of this 
visit and conference, he usually 
prnpared for it by carrying about 
with him a piece of paper on which 
in pencil he wrote various ques
tions which from time to time were 
suggested to his mind ; and these, 
if possible, be invariably found Mr. 
Parsons willing to an~wer, Then 
in addition to this, an educated 
young man in the congregation 
kindly conducted, a grammar class 
for the benefit of all the young 
men in the church and school who, 
unlrnppily, were strangers to the 
renowned "Lindley 1',{urray ; " and 
Sam Spring was among the num
be,· who had never been privilegerl 
to form the acquaintance of that 
lmrned man's book, he gladly 
availed himself of this opportune 
chance of obtaining the necessary 
introduction. There was, however, 
one item in connection with his 
scholastic education, which to omit 
noting, we fear, would almost be 
the committal of an unpardonable 
sin. Not beincr a believer in the 
old-bachelor theory that "it is 
o-ood for roan to be alone," but 
believing, rathe~, that it _would 
materially contribute to his do
mestic comfort to make the ven
ture, Sam Spring entered the 
matrimonial state, a"nd took to his 
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cheeks, laughing eyes, and chatter
ing tongues. Now they clamber, 
now they tumble; some stand up, 
and some sit down. But there at 
the door stands their teacher, wel
coming all as they enter, saying a 
killd word to one, cheering another, 
and making a domestic inquiry of 
a third. As one enters, the teacher's 
attention is called to a new frock, 
the lucky owner lifting up the skirt 
in order to get it favourably no
ticed. A little girl assures him 
that her brother Tom cannot come 
this afternoon, " because he· has 
hurt himself by tumbling off a 
ladder which his mother told him 
not to climb.'' A fat-faced and 
evidently well-to-do urchin has 
brought teacher a nice apple which 
he asks him to eat, and teacher 
acceJJts it with thanks, but pro-
mises to eat it at a more convenient 

new alld neatly-furnished cottage a 
you1Jg wife, who, though decidedly 
not "accompli:;hed," had :received a 
somewhat superior education to 
himself. At his express desire, from 
time to time she gave him lessons 
in several elementary branches of 
human learning, and specially in 
lliU$ical notation ; and as will be 
readily believed, under her mild, 
patient, and agreeable tuition, he 
not only made manifest progress, 
but, as he declared, spent '· some 
of the happiest evenings of his 
life.'' Being a member of the 
same church as himself, he found 
his partner in all respects a suit
able helpmeet, and thus realised 
the truthfulness of that Sci·ipture 
-" Whoso findeth a wife findeth a 
good thing, and obtaineth favour , 
of the Lord." To aid him in any 
wav in his laudable endeavours 
with his one talent to be useful, 
and win the young for Christ, was 
to her a great joy ; and no one was 
more pleased to hear that the Lord 
blessed those endeavours than was 
Mrs. Spring, even tbough she often 
found herself seated alone l:,y the 
fireside, when, if it had not been 
for her husband's scholastic en
gagements, she would have been 
cheered with his pleasant and wel
come company at home. 

Twelve months having elapsed 
since tl10 infant class teacher had 
been engaged in his work, it may 
not be amiss if in imagination we 
pay a visit to the class, and see 
how he conducts it. 

1 

season - namely, when he gets 
home. A scholar of four years and 
a half has a doleful tale to tell. 
His eyes are red, and his cheeks 
are smudged .. with hand-rubbing ; 
and, sobbing as if his little heart 
would break, he tells teacher about 
a bigger boy in the school who 
"threw him down, and ran away 
without picking him up again!" 
To this one a word of comtort is 
given, the teacher threatening 
"what he will do to that wicked 
boy if he can only catch him ! " 

In this way the scholars are gra
dually gathered in, arnl now the 
full time has arrived for com
mencing the afternoon's devotions 

It is just half-past two, and a 
fine Lord's Day afternoon. In 
troop the little one~, some seventy 
in number, and not one above five 
years of age. Boys and girls 
mingle together, little brothers 
leading still smaller sisters by the 
halld. In tliey troop with straw 
hats, flowing ribbons, divers co
loured frocks, broad belts, rosy 

1 and exercises. 
"Are you all seated 1'' 
(Chorus of ·voices).-Yec, sir. 
" All looking at me 1" 
"Yes, sir." 
" All ready to sing ? " 
~, Yes, sir.'' 
"Will you all read the verse of 

the hymn with me first? " 
"Yes, sir." 
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•· Ca.n any of you read the first 
line on the hymn-roll without 
rue 1" 

A pause. A little girl then rises, 
and holds up her hand. 

" That's right. Go on, Susan. 
Now all listen while Susan reads." 

"God loves"-(a pause)
" Spell the word, Susan." 
"L-i-t-t-1-e." 
" That is right : 'little.' Go on." 
" C-h-i-1-d-r-e-n." 
"Who can tell me what that 

word is ? What, no one ! \Yell, 
then, I must tell you: 'children.' 
Now let me read the verse to you 
word by word, and all repeat it 
after m@." 

" • God-loves-little-chilclren,
Loves-ns-evcry-one ;

He-to-seek-and-sa,e-us
Sent-llis-only-Son.-

Holy-blcssed-Father
Thanks-and-praise-we- givc

to-Thee.' 

"Now that is the verse. But I 
want to ask you a question or two 
about it to see if you understand 
it. Who does God love 1" 

" Little children." 
"How many does He love 1" 
"Us all." 
" Not one left out ? " 
H No, sir." 
" What did He do to seek all[l 

save us 1" 
" Sent J" esus." 
"What did J" esus do for us 1" 
"He died for us." 
"On what did He die?" 
"The cross." 
"Now, who does this verse say 

we should praise for this?" 
"The Father." 
"That's right. Now, Teddy, 

you mustn't be pulling your sister'ci 
hair, She doesn't like it, I am 
sure; do you, Polly 1" 

"No, sir.'' 
"I knew she didn't, so look at 

me, there's a good little lad. Now 
we will sing this verse. I will sing 
each line first by myself, as we 
come at it. Then we will sing each 
line three times, and you must ali. 
sing with me. .Are you all ready 1" 

" Yes, sir." 
"Then all rise. Now, my little 

o-irl, stand up. That's right! Let 
;;_s :.11 be careful, for this is a new 
hymn and a new tune." 

The verse in this way is soon got 
hold of, and another is learnt in 
the same fashion. Then silence 
being enjoined and obtained, the 
little ones sitting with folded hands, 
a brief prayer is offered not exceed
ing three minutes in duration. The 
prayer is so simple and child-like, 
and the petitions have such bear
ing on the children's needs, that 
we do not wonder at their Leing 
quiet and even interested in it. 
Thanks being returned for mercies 
received, the Lord is asked to bless 
little Annie Scott and Willie 
Cook, both of whom are sick at 
home, and to make the little boy 
better who through disobedience 
had tumbled down the ladder. A 
solemn reference is also made to 
the death and burial of a little 
gid, who, a fortnight before, had 
been in the class ; and who, though 
bidding fair to live as long as any 
present, had suddenly been cut off 
by fever ; and prayer is offered for 
the parents to be sustained under 
the painful bereavement. The 
prayer over, the next exercise is 
to lift up the lid of the box that 
contains the letters with which the 
text is to be printed, or rather 
lined out in the g• ooves fitted for 
their reception. The golden text 
selected is taken from the lesson 
appointed by the Sunda.y School 
Union, which on this occasion is 
Prov. viii. 17 : "I love tlwm that 
/oi:c 3/e, and those that seek Me 
cad:; sliaU find l,fe." As each 
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word is printed by being slipped 
within the grooves, the children 
with united voices repeat it; and 
when the text is finished, by means 
of question and answer repeat it 
again and again in parts, or as a 
whole until it is learnt by heart. 
The explanation foll?ws, i:nd t?e 
children are well drilled mto its 
meaning by the use of one or two 
touchino- stories and simple illus
trations: by singing one or two 
sweet hymns, and by an appropriate 
chalk drawing made on the black 
board intended to give force to a 
story which the teacher tells of a 
lost child seeking its father, and of 
the father's joy when the child 
was at last clasped safely in his 
arms. The lesson having thus been 
brought to a close, two verses of 
" Safe in tile ai·ms of Jesus " :ire 
sung with spirit, the infantile 
voices blending in sweetest har
mony ; and then the little s~holars 
march home, some of them, 1t may 
be, to rehearse on their parents' 
knees, in child-like language, some 
sweet story they have heard of a 
Saviour's love, taught them that 
afternoon by their teacher in the 
class. It is this kind of rehearsal 
that has been made a blessing to 
many parents; and we have !lo 
doubt that when the great multi
tudes gather on high, their "robes 
washed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb," not a few will 
be found who will acknowledge 
with O"ratitude and joy that to 
the. child's simple Gospel mess:ige 
brought fresh from the infant class 
they owe it, not only that they 
themselves are saved, but that 
they have that unspeakable mercy, 
" unbroken families before the 
throne." 

(To be continued.) 

A MEMORABLE FACT. 

DY REV. T. R. STEVENSON. 

"To the poor the Gospel is pre,iched." 
LUKE ,ii. 22. 

YES : "to the poor;'' but not ex
clusively. Not to them.alone. The 
Gospel was meant for the rich as 
well as for the poor. We may be 
quite sure of this for two r_easons. 
Here is one : God loves the rich and 
poor alike. To Him the outward 
distinctions of wealth and want; 
plenty and poverty are nothing, 
absolutely nothing. He pays no 
regard to them. Whether the head 
is encircled by a king's crown, a 
queen's diadem, a peer's corouet, or 
a bishop's mitre, or merely covered 
by the cheap, coars~ ea~ of ~he 
artisan ; whether the hand IS wlute, 
delicate, and jewelled, or hard, 
rough, and horny ; whethe7 th~ 
raiment is "purple an<l fine lrnen, 
or rent and ragged, is to God of no 
consequence at all. He.takes li~tle 
account of display, pays small heed 
to millinery. He looks quitethrough 
and right beyond these things to 
the man himself ; and because he 
is a man, a rational and responsible 
man, a man madein His own image, 
a man adorned with a sublime and 
awful immortality, He loves Him. 
We, in onr weakness and follr, are 
continually making wealth and 
poverty media through which we 
look at our fellows, stand-points 
from which we survey them, stan
dards by which we measure them. 
Not so God. He is "no respecter 
of persons.'' He has neither more 
nor less affection for any in con
sequence of affluence or penury. 

That is not all. The ricli need 
the Gospel as well as the poor. '' All 
have sinned." The traces of the 
deadly serpent are to be foundBvery
where. Aristocrat and democrnt are 
equally fallen beings. Let us not 
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be misled by appearances. The 
heart may be as far from God in a 
palace as in a prison, as far from 
God in a castle as in a cottage. Of 
JJrinces and paupers it may be truly 
sa.id, "There is no difference." The 
most potent sovereign in existence, 
whose word is law, whose armies 
are invincible, whose subjects are mil
lions upon millions, needs the Gospel 
every whit as much as blind Bar
timreus by the wayside, or Lazarus 
sitting at the rich man's gate. Bel-
gravia not less than vVhitechapel, 
St. James's not less than St. Giles, 
must have the Gospel or perish. The 
Redeemer approaches all classes 
with one message : "You are dying. 
You are lost. Look unto Me and 
be ye saved." Archimedes 1·ebuked 
rega,l impatience by the oft-quoted 
remark, "There is no royal road to 
mathematics." Neither is there any 
royal road to heaven. 

There are many plain and simple 
doctrines to enunciate. They are 

. among the very "first principles of 
the oracles of God. Does not every
body know them 1 Perhaps so. 

•Nevertheless, they are often ignored. 
People require reminding of them. 
Mr. Ruskin says, " The simplest and 
most necessary truths are always 
the last believed." When that holy 
woman, the Countess of Huntingdon, 
urged a certain high-born and opu
lent lady to seek salvation, the latter 
was astonished and indignant. She 
could not at all see that she required 
regeneration. She had always been 
accustomed to regard faith and re
pentance as things needed only by 
the poor, the ignorant, and the 
criminal ! It is to be feared that 

· .some share her delusion now. "Let 
~o man deceive himself." If any 
imagine that they dwell in a spiri
tual altitude so exalted as not to 
need the Gospel, if they fancy that 
they are a sublime exception to the 
general rule and want no Divine 

influences to renew their souls, they 
are destined, sooner or later, to find 
out their mistake. They will find 
it out when they travel the.lonely 
valley of the shadow of death ; they 
will find it out when they appear 
before the tribunal of the Supreme 
Judge ; they will find it out when 
they hear the appalling question, 
"How earnest thou in hither not 
having on a wedding garment 1" 

" To the poor the Gospel is 
preached." The statement is a 
ve,ry suggestive ·one. It deserves 
careful attention. It has several 
characteristics which we shall do 
well to think about. Look at the 
fact indicated. 

IT W.AS .A NEW F .ACT.-There was 
never anything like it. It was per
fectly unique. A greater novelty 
cannot be imagined. The poor had 
no Gospel preached to them before 
Christ came. They were miserably 
neglected at the time of our Lord's 
advent. Among the Gentiies this 
'\\iaS the case. To the great masses 
of the people, proud philosophy 
gave no heed. The teachers of 
classic Greece and imperial .Rome 
instructed only a favoured few. 
They gathered around them select 
circles, The grove, the porch, the 
academy, were not thrown open to 
the vulgar multitude. Princes and 
patricians were welcome, but as for 
the humbler classes of society, they 
were practically excluded. Some
thing remarkably like "property 
qualification" was essential to enter
ing them. To use the words of 
Coleridge : "Across the night of 
Paganism,philosophy flitted on, like 
the lantern - fly of the tropics, a 
light to itself, and an ornament, but 
alas, no more than an ornament of 
the surrounding darkness." Do we 
turn to the Jews? a similar and 
saddening spectacle greets us. In 
direct opposition to the impartial 
spirit of the Mornic dispensation 
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the poor were frequently wronged 
and forgotten in the Saviour's day. 
The priests, pharisees, and religious 
teachers cared little for them. They 
preached no Gospel, no good news 
to them. To the poor tithes and 
offerings were preached ; to the 
poor rites and ceremonies were 
preached ; to the poor a hollow, 
heartless, formalism was preached, 
but nothing mentioning the name 
of a Gospel. The Pharisees had a 
wicked tenet that "Poverty but 
showeth reprobation." Hille!, a 
great rabbinical authority, and the 
founder of an extensive sect, said, 
"Noman of thepeople can be pious." 

In utter contrast and bold relief 
to all this Christ addressed Himself 
as much to the poor as to the rich, 
He proved himself "a leader and 
comm:i.nder for the people." The 
populace found in Him a friend. 
He sought rather than shunned the 
plebeians. To the astonishment of 
all, and to the disgust of narrow
minded bigots, " to the poor• the 
Gospel " was "preached." Tidings 
of God's love, messages concerning 
a Di vine provision for human pardon 
and salvation, were made known by 
the Master irrespective of the rank 
of his hearers. Here was a "new 
thing under the sun." 

IT rs A CoNVINCING FAcr.-"\Ve 
are reminded of this by the circum
stances under which the text was 
first uttered. John the Baptist was 
in prison. During his unjust and 
cruel confinement, either he or his 
followers were the subject of per
plexing doubts as to the Messiah
ship of Je:.us. Olshausen remarks: 
"In the life of every believer are 
to be found moments of temptation, 
in which even the most firm con
viction will be shaken to its very 
foundation. Nothing is more na
tural than to suppose such moments 
or periods of internal darkness 
even in the life of John." The 

Redeemer did not give an imme
diate reply. He proceeded to per
form certain miracles. "And in the 
same hour He cured many of their 
infirmities." He then sent the 
answer: "Go and tell John what 
things ye have seen and heard; how 
that the blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, to the 
poor the Gospel is preached." All 
this was predicted of the Messiah. 
If you turn to Isaiah xxxv. 5, 6, 
and also to Luke iv. 17, 18, you will 
find that it was foretold of them. 
It was, therefore, a proof of His 
heaven-sent mission that our Lord 
worked the very miracles predicted 
by prophets, and also preached the 
Gospel to the poor. 

In passing we ought to note a les
son taught by our Saviour's conduct 
to John and his disciples. It shows 
us how we should act toward those 
who are in error. It plainly tells 
that the course for us to adopt is 
not persecution but persuasion. Do 
you say that a certain man is a 
heretic ? Very well : do not hate 
him, pity him. You declare that 
such and such a one is not ortho
dox. Be it so : try to make hem 
orthodox. Raising a foolisht hue 
and cry against him does no good, 
quite the contrary. Let us act in 
this as in the affairs of ordinary 
life. If you knew that a traveller 
wished to go to a certain place, and 
you saw that he was on the wrong 
road, what should you do 1 Should 
you call him ugly names? Should 
you begin to pelt him with stones? 
Not unless you had been bereft of 
your senses. You would inform 
him of his mistake, and show him 
the right route. Nor ought we to 
do otherwise as regards theology. 
If, in seeking the city of truth, a 
man gets on a false track and wan
ders in the dreary desert of doubt, 
don't calumniate, but help him. 
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To return. In .John's case the 
test was a convincing fact. It is so 
still It has lost none of its force. 
Eighteen hundred years have made 
no difference to it. Unless you can 
prove one of those things-either 
that Isaiah never predicted what he 
is said to have done, or that he 
lived after our Lord's time, or that 
Jesus did not work miracles or 
preach to the poor-the statement 
is at once au evidence of Isaiah's 
inspiration and the Gospel's Divine 
origin. 

But, if you like, put this aside 
'for the time being. Make no re
ference to the fulfilment of prophecy. 
Nevertheless, there is something in 
the preaching of the Gospel to the 
poor which bears witness to the 
heavenly origin of Christianity. 
Do you ask how 1 In this way : 
the fact of the Gospel being preached 
to the poor as well as to the rich, 
agrees so well, harmonises so utterly 
with what we see of God's dealin;s 
in nature: From all that we c:n 
learn of God's operations, as mani
fested in creation, it seems so ex
ceedingly likely, so extremely pro
bable, that if He gave tht world a 
Gospel at all, it would be for rich 
and poor alike. 

Look at nature. What do you 
speedily find 1 Why, as it has been 
pointed ouf. over and over again, on 
the very surface of things this fact 
meets you-the best blessings are 
the commoneEt. What we most 
need is most abundant. Can we 
~o without light ? Is not air 
llldispensable 1 Where is the 
human being who does not re
quire water 1 These possessions 
are essential. A.nd are they not 
also widespread ? The sun shines 
as brightly, the wind blows as re
freshingly, the river flows as plenti
fully for the poor as for the rich. 
~n beautiful accordance with this it 
ts written, " To the poor the Gospel 

is preached." The beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness, the river of 
the water of life, the invigorating 
atmosphere of spiritual influences 
are for men of every grade and rank. 
What, then, is the conclusion most 
natural to draw 1 Palpably, it is 
this-that as the operations of Na
ture and the operations of the Gos
pel are so much alike, they spring 
from one source, and unite in ex
claiming, " The Hand that made 
us is Divine." 

IT IS AN l~STRUCTIVE FACT.-Per

haps more so than any within the 
two covers of the Bible. Many and 
important are the trains of'thought 
which it awakens. Let us dwell on 
one of them, It teaches us that to 
make men what they ought to be, 
the Gospel must be preached to 
them. 

\Vhat was the grand aim of 
Christ's life? \Vhat was the one 
object which He ever kept before 
them? It was this-to effect a 
great saving change in men. He 
sought to make them good : loving 
and obedient toward God, loving 
and useful toward their fellows. 
He laboured to deliver them from 
all forms of sin, wrong, and vice. 
"For this end was the Son of God 
manifested, that He might destroy 
the works of the devil." An dhow did 
He seek to accomplish these sublime 
ends? Theverseinquestionanswers: 
"To the poor the Gospel is preached." 
He preached the Gospel. He pub
lished the good news of a great 
Father, who pitied sinners, of a 
great ransom to be offered on their 
behalf, of a great forgiveness which 
they ni.ight have if they would 
come to Him. It was thus, by de
claring the Gospel, that Jesus ar
rested men in wickedness and crime, 
turning their feet into the ways of 
righteousness and peace. 

Solemn lesson : may we never 
forget it ! Human nature has not 
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changed ; what it needed then it 
need& now. If men are to be made 
what they should be, it must be, 
by God's blessing, by the same 
means that our Lord employed. 
•• To the poor the Gospel is preached" 
-there lies the world's hope. 
Merely telling men their duty will 
not lead them to do it. Inculcating 
virtue does not necessarily secure 
it. Moral rules and precepts are 
frequently quite impotent. Teach 
noble and exalted forms of piety 
and morality. What will follow ? 
Not the wide extension of them; 
your fellows will hear, agree, admire, 
and that is' all. 

Nothing short of the Gospel can 
meet the case; it alone has a mo
tive-power equal to human emer
gencies. Get a man to see God's love 
to him, get him to receive it, enable 
him to fix his attention upon it 
habitually, persuade him to realise 
it in all its fulness, and then there 
is hope for him. Love begets love, 
and love leads to obedience. That 
diBtiuguished scholar and eminent 
Christian, Dr. Chalmers, bears me
morable and weighty testimony to 
th9 truth of this. For some years 
after he entered the m~nistry he 
was contimt with preaching little 
more than morality. .After a time, 
however, his eyes were opened, he 
saw his error, and, finding the 
Gospel such a blessiug to himself, 
he preached it to others. What was 
the result 1 One not to be mis
taken or misinterpreted. A. com
plete revolution took place in his 
parish,. He says that, while he 
descanted on virtue, the people who 
heard him sat listless and unmoved ; 
but when he proclaimed the glad 
tidings of God's love and pardon, 
they were aroused, stirred to the 
very centre of their being, and 
found the Gospel to be " the power 
of God unto salvation." 

The text will bear a different 

translation from the one found in our 
English version. It may be rendered 
thus : "The poor are evangelised." 
An old divine, in explanation of it, 
says, that as when you say a man is 
Italianised, you mean that he. has 
become like the Italians, like th.i 
Italians in manners, speech, and 
dress ; so, when a man receives the . 
Gospel, he becomes Gospelised, Ol' 

like the Gospel. No doubt of it. 
He becomes holy, as the Gospel is 
holy ; loving, as the Gospel is 
loving; useful, as the Gospel jg_ 
useful. 

Let all Christian men and women 
imitate- their Master and preach 
the Gospel. How honourable a. 
work l Paul said, "I magnify 
mine office." Well might it be. 
How could he do otherwise 1 None 
is equal to it. If it is honourable 
to be the ambassador of a potent 
monarch, the exponent of great 
national laws, or the representative 
of an illustrious prince, what shall' 
we say of his dignity who is the 
ambassador of Christ, expounds 
the very laws of heaven, and cries 
in the spiritual wilderness, " Pre
pare ye the way of the Lord" 1 
Such :i. privilege is confined to no 
class or order. Every believer may 
enjoy it. " This honour have all 
the saints." 

How important a work it is! 
Do we believe the Bible is from 
God 1 Have we faith in its decla
rations? If so, how solemn is our 
duty to others, for "he that be
lieveth not shall be condemned." 
"Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God." As 
the great want of the sick is medi
cine, as the prime need of the 
famishing is bread, so the grand 
necessity of man is the Gospel. 
With it they are saved,, without it 
they perish. Let us, then, preach,, 
the Gospel. Woe to that disciple 
wlio dares to be mute when his 
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:Master bids him speak ! l3e it ours 
to avert from our heads the curse 
pronounced on unfaithfulness and 
indifference. Learning, eloquence, 
genius may not belong to us. It 

·..:........=:c:cx::.c..:=--:=: 

· THE LITTLE FRENCH. 
DRUMMER BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT. 

llY ~1. E, B. 

CHAPTER VII. 
AT the sight of this brave little 
drummer the soldiers rega1ned their 
wonted courage, and marched 
quickly after him, even running 
towards the fatal battery. At· a 
single shot these six piece& of can
non were discharged, and the ranks 
of these intrepid sharp-shooters 
were broken never fully to re-form 
again. The smoke, impelled by the 
wind, completely enveloped them, 
whilst they were deafened by the 
noise of the cannon, But the smoke 
vanished, the uproar ceased for a 
moment, and they saw Frolut-the 
brave little Frolut-standingtwenty 
paces before them sounding the 
charge; and they heard his drum, 
the noise of which seemed to set at 
defiance all the din of the cannons 
that had been fired off so recently. 
Forward, forward, rushed the sharp
shooters ; :and still, ever in front of 
them, was the drum, with its terrible 
Pan ! pan ! rantanplan l One, 
two-one, two. 

At length a second discharge 
broke forth from the battery, pene
trating through the ea~r remains 
of the two companies with & fearful 
shower of grape·shot. 

matters not. W ~ can all imitate 
the couduct of him who, pointing 
to Christ, exclaimed, " Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." 

Turning round at this moment" 
Fr61ut saw but about fifty men left 
out of the brave 200 who had fol
lowed him, and iusMntly, ail'. 'if 
moved by a spirit of revenge, he 
redoubled his P~n, pan, Rantan
plan ! Any one would ha.ve ima
gined there. were about twenty 
drums being beaten all at the s:tme 
time. 

Again the soldiers made a rush 
and took the battery, Frolut enter
ing it the first, screaming out with 
all his might to the Russians-

" The pieces are very good ; here 
they are; stop,. stop !" 

Napoleon was looking on from a 
rising ground at this heroic capture, 
mounted on his favourite charger, 
" Isa belle." 

At each discharge he started. 
When the brave fellows had taken 
the battery, he lowered his tele
scope, saying, in an undertone, 
"Brave fellows! brave fellows!" 
And 10,000 soldiers of the Guard 
behind him began to clap their 
hands, and to cry out, "Bravo, 
bravo ; these sharp-shooters know 
well what they are about !" 

Napoleon gave orders to an aide
de-camp to gallop off to the battery 
and see how many were left. He 
was soon back again. 

'' How many are left?" inquired 
the Emperor. 

" Forty," replied the aide-de• 
camp. 
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"Forty Crosses* to-morrow !" 
said Napoleon to the Major
General. 

mained motionless in front of the 
General, while large tears stood in 

i his eyes. 
Accordingly, on the morrow, all 

the regiments formed au immense 
circle around the survivors of the 
two brave companies of sharp
shooters, and the names of the 
forty heroic fellows were called, 
when each received the Cross of the 
"Legion of Honour." 

The ceremony was just over, the 
men were dispersing, when a voice 
was heard from the ranks, saying, 
in a tone of the utmost surprise 
and indignation-

" Am I to 'have nothing at all, 
then 1" 

The General who had distributed 
the crosses, turning round and see
ing our little friend Frolut, inquired, 

" What dost thou want l" 
'' But, General, I was there too," 

saidFrolut, half angry. "I sound eel 
the charge forward ; I was the very ! 

-first to enter the battery. Am I 
to have nothing at all 1" 

" What wouldst thou wish to 
have, my boy 1" asked the General. 

Seeing the little drummer looked 
disappointed and surprised, he 
added-

,, They seem to have forgotten 
thee, altogether. .However, thou 
art only a child ; thou shalt be sure 
to have it as soon as thou hast a 
-beard on thy chin. Meanwhile let 
this console thee," offering Frolut a 
piece of money worth about twenty 
francs. The boy looked at it, but 
never attempted to touch it. 

There was profound silence, and 
every one wondered what would 

-eome next. As to Frolut, he re-

* The cross of the Le1ion cI'!w,meur 
had been instituted Ly X,,poleon, ~fay 
l\lth, 1803. 

Even those who had been accus
tomed to make fun of him seemed 
moved with -compassion, and per
haps thel'e would have been a uni
versal appeal on his behalf, when 
he quiekly raised his head as though 
he had just made up his mind, and 
said to the General : · 

" 'Tis all right, I'll take the 
money, and have better luck next 
time ;" and, without more ado, he 
pocketed the Napoleon,* and re
turned to the ranks, whistling a 
lively tune in a satisfied and deli
berate manner. 

From that day no one made a 
joke of little Frolut ; but this 
clrnnge of behaviour in his comrades 
towards him had no effect, in making 
him le,is reserved; on the contrary, 
I,e always seemed cogitating some 
important undertaking, and, instead 
of spencling the piece of twentA: 
francs among his companionsi, as 
they had hoped and expected, he 
put it away very carefully. 

His cousin Lisette questioned 
him, and tried to induce him to tell 
her what had made him decide 
upon accepting the money, after 
having refused to take it at first, 
when the General had offered it ; 
but he did not choose to entrust 
even the kind cantiniere with his 
intentions in keeping the money; 
nor could she get him to confide his 
secret to her, for she felt certain 
that he had fully made up his mind 
how to appropriate the money, and 
wonclered at a mere child like him 
having a secret from her. 

A gold coin worth twenty frnnc11. 

(To be contimted.) 
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PRAYER. 

TIIE weapon of tl1e Christian warrior, on the battle-field of life, 
Whilst around him all is darknoss, and above him all is night, 
The stout staff of the weary pilgrim, though no othe~ friend beside ; 
He passes through life's toilsome journey,-prayer his watchword, Christ his-

Guide. 

The outburst of a stricken conscience, just awaked from Satan's snaro, 
Imploring God's full, free forgiveness, for Jesus Christ's sake-such is prayer. 
A gentle little child's first pleading in a Father's listening ear, 
Telling all ita little wishes, free from doubt, and free from fear. 

Prayer is the electric current, by which our wishes all ascend 
In an instant, to our Father, to our best, our heavenly Friend. 
'Tis by prayer we guide the,rudder of our little bark through life, 
Till at last we reach the haven, safe from care, from toil, from strife. 

'Tis in prayer we ask forgiveness for our many sins and faults; 
For our numerous backslidings ; for our sinful deeds and thoughts. 
The asking of all trusting spirits, the hai,in_g all things needful given. 
Until at last, through Jesu's merits, by prayer, through faith, we enter heaTOn. 

C.M. 

;jtbitlus. 

The Book r:f Hebrew Root.,. Showing 
the Ideal :\leanings and various 
Manifestations of the Principal 
Hebrew Radicals. By Burlington 
B. Wale. (S. \V. Partridge and Co., 
!l, Paternoster-1·ow.) 

'l'RE writer is widely known as a Bap
tist minister, also the author of The 
Ghristian'.s Hand-boolc of PT,i/o/ogy, 
Biblical Outline.,, &c. He says : In 
the course of his preparation for the 
pulpil he has found great benefit and 
pleasure in the constant study of the 
Hebrew, and in the analysis of its 
most important and suggestive roots. 
The examination of the various shades 
of meaning has often cast a light upon 
otherwise obscure passages of Scrip
ture, and revealed a beauty and a 
force previously undetected. Its in
tention is to aid those who have not 
tho advantage of being Hebrew scholars. 
A worthy aim, thoughtfully exe-

cuted. IL contains a mass of well
arranged matter, exhibiting consider
able research and industry, and will 
be sure to repay tho confidence of the 
readers. 

Elvfra; or, The Powe,· of the Gospel. 
A Story of the new Awakening in 

·the Land of tho Cid. By Mrs. Hun
Morgan. (Elliot Stock, 62, Pater
noster-row.) 

THIS story is told with marvellous 
power. The relation of its incidents 
glow and teem with life, and hold in 
spoll the reader until the last word is 
told. Nor is this fascinating influence 
prodt1ced by the unreal, but the 
grand principles of the glorious Gospel
are presented in the purest and most 
interesting manner. It is admitted on 
all sides that we must have stories 
written to meet tlrn large and in
creasing clemaud for them by old and 
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young. Let us then have works hold
ing forth the true word of faith and 
salvation, and the perusal of them 
must yield good fruit. The work de
serves and doubtless will have a large 
circulation. 

P,·otestantism and tl,e C/11,i·ch of Rome. 
The Last Battle of the Old Papacy. 
A Discussion between the Hon. and 
Rev. E. Spencer, D.D. (Father Igna
tius of St. Paul, Passionist), and 
Rev. Alex. King. New Edition, 
with Notes on New Papalism and 
Anglican Priests. (Elliot Stock.) 

ll' the Word did not tell us of some 
who should bo given over to "strong d~
lusions, that they should believe a lie," 
we might be utterly at a loss to under
stand how some intelligent and sincero 
minds can embrace and abide bv the 
soul-endaving, soul-ruining doctrin"es of 
the Romish Church. In this discus
sion the reader reaps considerable 
advantage by its being carried on 
through the press, and therefrom the 
writers left to present their reasoning, 
unmoved by an erected assembly. 
Why the Hon. Rev. C. Spencer, D.D., 
retreated from tho field of battle we 
do not preter:d to say, but perhaps dis
cretion was the better part of valour. 

"He who fights and runs away, 
Lives to fight another day; 
But he who in the battlo's slain, 

. Never lives to fight again." 
,v e are right glad to see this new 
edition. 

PERIODICALS AN'D PAMPHLETS. 

The Baptist .J.lfagazine. (21, Castlc
strcct,· Holborn.) 

The Sword and Trowel. (Pnssmoro 
and Alabaster.) 

The General Baptist. (E. :Marl
borough and Co., Ave :Marie-lane-) 

Each is worthy. 77w Sword and 
Trowel has a specially interesting 
paper, by l\Ir. Spurgeon, in the inau
gural address delivered to the pastors 
at th0 College. Jliniste,·s, read it. 
The Sermon by John Ploughman, 
on " Beware of Dogst is vory good, 
with the exception that we don't think 
Dr. Watts ever wrote-

" Let dogs delight to bark and bite, 
Pm· God has made them so." 

T!,e Appeal. (11'lliot Stock.) Th.e 
Teachers' Storehouse. (Elliot Stock.) 
Good. Beyond praise. 

Pruspeclive Pardon. A refutation of 
one of the tenets of the Plymouth 
Brethren. By Rev. J. ::IIcLELLAN. 
(Duncan Grant, Edinbmgh.) 

The men ought to be put to rights 
who fail to s~e the difference of parclon 
in hypothesis in God's mind and pardon 
as evolved by God in the sinner's 
mind. We shall bo glad if this pam
phlet has a wide circulation. 

Sermon on Baptism. Preached at 
Byron-hill Chapel, Ilanow-on-the-Hill, 
by Rev. T. H. JliORGAN. {Elliot 
Stock.) Kotbing new. We are sure 
the writer could do something better. 
Sermons on baptism must not only be 
good and watery, but overwhelmingly 
good, and immersed in excellencies. 

Trutll and Pm_r;,·ess still reaches us 
from the South, with a number of ro
freshing things therein. 

~en.ominafiamtl Jnttlligtttte. 

CHA~GES IN THE PASTORATE. 
REV. J. H. BLAKE, of Bow, London, has 
accepted the pastorate of the church in 
Park-Street, Luton, Beds. 

:l.fR. lliA.KEPE.aCE, of Regent's-park 

College, has received an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church at Blun
tisham. 

REV. DAWSON BuRNB, son of the fate 
Rev. Jabcz Burns, D.D., has been 
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unanimously appointed minister of the 
Church-street Chapel, Edgware-road, 
London, in succession "to his late father_ 

REV. C. STOVELL has resigned the 
pastorate of the church in Mint-lane, 
Lincoln. 

Rm•. T. PIPE has resigned his pasto
rate at Hay-hill ChRpel, Bath. 

REV'. JoIIN MIDIBAY, late Congrega
tional minister of Old Cumnock; has 
been inducted to the pastoral charge 
of the Baptist church at Leith. 
, MR; aG. B. RICHARDSON, of the Pastors' 

College, has entered on the pastorate of 
the united churches of Charlbury and 
Cbadlington, Oxon. 

REv. E. PROBERT, late of Great 
Staughton, Hants, has accepted an in
"Vitation to the pastorate of the church 
at Rattlesden, Suffolk. 

REV. JAMES CAVE has resigned the 
pastorate of the South Parade Church, 
Tenby, in order to aceept a call from 
the church at Kingsbridge, South 
Devon. 

J\iR. J. H. PUTMBRIDGE,ofthe Pastors' 
College, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church at South
well, near N ottiugham; and Mr. G. T. 
BAILEY, of the same institution, an in
vitation to the church at Smethwick, 
Birmingham. 

BIR:MINGIUM, - REV, J, B. BLACK-
1\I0RE has resigned the charge of the 
church assembling at Cannon-street, 
after a pastorate of three and a half 
years. 

J'llR. BRAINE has resigned the pasto
rate of the church at City-road, Win-
chester. • 

MR. FRANK WHITE (formerly of 
Chelsea) has accepted the pastora1!e of 
tho church meeting in Talbot Taber
nacle, Talbot-road, Notting-hill. 

CHELSEA.-REV. II. WAI\DLEY, pastor 
at Lower Sloane Street Chapel, has re
signed. 

NoTTINGIUM.-REv. F. G. BucKn/G
HAM, formerly minister at Circus-street 
Chapel, has resigned his office there, 
and has become the minister of the 
church now worshipping in the Me
chanics' Lecture Hall, some of his 
former friends having also removed. 
The two sections arc now united as one 

church, and are about to build a chapel 
at tho junction of Alfred-street and 
and Woodborough-road. 

REV. BENWELL BIRD,"of Birmingham," 
has accepted the cordial invitation of 
the newly-formed Baptist church at 
l'ilntloy, Plymouth. 

REV. J. J. DALTON,•of Bradford, re
quests us to say that he is open to sup
ply destitute churches. 

!llR. D. E. J&",KINS, student, Lfan
gollcn Callege, has been invited to the 
pastorate of the church at Wanntrodan," 
near Cardiff. 

REV. w. JACKSON, of the Tabernacle, 
Willingham, Cambs, nnd brother-in-1:i.w 
of Mr. Spurgeon, has resigned bis 
charge, and is open to an invitation to
another sphere of labour in a more 
populous neighbourhood. 

:MR. W. EwENS, of the Pastors' Col
lege, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at ffiey 
Ghrncestershire. 

Mr. R. C. Roberts, of the North Wales 
Baptist College, has accepted the pas
torate of the Baptist Church, Bnsh
strect, Pembroke Dock, and will com
mence his labours there in September. 

Mr. D. E. Jenkins, of the same college, 
has accepted a cordial invitaticn from 
the Welsh Baptist Church, Wauntro
dan, near Cardiff, Glamorganshire. 

Mr. D. Lloyd, of the s1:1me college, 
has accepted the pastorate of the 
Welsh Baptist Church, Salem, Cardiff. 

Jlfr. T. Decimus Jones ( of Llan
gollen College), has received an invita
tion from the Baptist Church, Machynl
leth, and will commence his labours" 
them in October. 

RECOG~ITIONS. 

REv. H. 0. MAcKE"I'. was publicly 
recognised as pastor of Portland Chapel, 
Southampton, on the 15th of May. 
Professor Rogers, of the Pa11tors' Col
lege, gave the charge, and senre.l 
neighbouring ministers took part in the 
services. At the evening meeting the 
chair was occupied by Major-General 
Tryon, J.P., and addresses were de
livered by Revs. W. Ileaton, S. B. 
Stribling, J. H. Patterson, G. W. F. 
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•Gregg, J. B. Burt, E. Osborne, E. Boon, 
D. Jones, and H. M. Barnett, B.A. 

REV, F. W. GOADBY, B.A., late of 
Bluntisham, was publicly recognised as 
pastor of the church at Watford on 
Wednesday May 24th. Rev. H. Platten, 
-0f Birmingham, was the preacher. 

MARTHA.Y, NoRFOLK.-A senice in 
recognition of the settlement of the 
Rev. T. G. Gathorcole was held ou 
Whit Monday. Tea was provided in 
the afternoon, and a public meeting 
was held in the evening. Mr. Welch 
( deacon) stated circumstances that led 
to Mr. Gathercole being invited to 
take jhe oversight of the church, ]\fr, 
Oathercole gave an account of his con
version, call to the ministry, also stated 
his doctrinal views. The Rev. W. 
Scriven gave an address upon "The 
Duties of a Church Member to the 
1"orld, to his Brethren in the Church, 
and to the Minister," and the Rev. S. 
Vincent upon "A Good Minister of 
Jesus Christ." 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 

BAPTIST CHAPEL, CHADWELL-HEATH, 
Ess11x.-On Tuesday, July 4th, 1876, 
the anniversary of the above place will 
bo held, when sermons will be preached, 
.afternoon and evening, by Rev. W. 
Cuff. Tea will be provided, and, if 
possible, a short meeting will be held 
presided ever by Rev. J. Davis, of Rom~ 
ford. The church has lately incurred 
the sum of ninety-five pounds in en
larging and improving the place. A 
good opportunity will, therefore, be 
given for Christian friends, to aid a 
-struggling cansc, as well as enjoy a 
visit to a rural district. 

MEoPllAM, Rm,r.-The 48th anni
versary will be held (D.V.), on Tues
day, July 18th. Three sermons._ 
:Morning and :uternoon by J. S. 
LA.nderson; evenmg, by C. Masterson. 
Services at 11, h111f-past 2, ancl G. 
bollection after each service. The 
attendance of friends is cordially 
invited. 

NEW CIIAPELS. 

PIDDLETRENTIIIDE.-The new Bap
.ia\ Chapel has just been opened for 

public worship. For many years the 
Baptists had held thoir services in a 
small room in an adjoining village, not 
making any great progress, and being 
mnch impeded in Sunday-school work 
by the inconvenience of the chapel 
premises, a few years ago Mr. Davis, 
the pastor, resolved to endeavour to 
make an improvement. Circumstances 
favoured his efforts, and an excellent 
site became available. 1.Ir. C. H. Mayo 
gave up his interest in it, and laid the 
memorial stone. The chapel is built 
of flint, stone, and stucco on the out
side ; nearly the whole of the matoria!s 
were carted by a few farmers of the 
parish, showing the interest they took 
in the work, The chapel will 8eat 
about 210 persons, and at one end is a 
schoolroom, twenty-four feet by twelve 
feat, with folding doors, so that it can 
be thrown into the chapel if required. 
Over £550 will be the total outlay. 
The opening services were held in tha 
chapel when Rev. R. James preached. 
Tea was provided, and a public meet
ing was held. The chapel was crowded, 
and addresses were delh-ered by Revs. 
R. James, J. Harrington, D. Thomas, 
Mr. Davis, Mr. W. Hamilton, and Mr. 
H. Davis. The chair was taken by 
Mr. J. Pitman. The meeting broke up 
soon after nine o'clock. The collec
tions during the day amounted to about 
£20. It is intended to erect a fence
wall round the chap<1l and schoolroom, 
which will cost about £60. 

THE new church in Camhridge
strect, Glasgow, has been opened ; the 
strvices were conducted by Revs. 
Francis Johnston, Alex. Wylie, M.A., 
the pastor, and S. Chapman. A public 
som!e was held on the following }.fonday 
O">ening. Thi.~ is the first ready for 
occupation of the four new churches at 
present being erected in Glasgow for 
the denomin,ltion. 

A HANDSOME now church is about to 
be erected in :Marshall-street, Edfa
burgh, for the congregation of which 
the Rev. Francis Johnston is pastor. 
It will seat 6i8 persons, is 1o be in the 
Lombardic style, and its estimated cost 
is £3,000. 

THE church at Launceston, Cornwall, 
which has hitherto hacl no place for 
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public worship, has recently obtained 
possession of a room previously used by 
the "Brethren," and ]\fr, Wilson, of the 
Pastors' Collcgo, has been chosen pastor. 
Special services in connection with his 
settlement have been held, when Rev. 
J. Aldis preached in the afternoon, and 
at night a well-attended tea and public 
meeting was held in the Western Rooms, 
under the presidency of Mr. W. D. 
Hanson. Addresses were delivered by 
Ren. Messrs, Aldis, Parker, Betts, and 
Wilson. 

THE opening services in connection 
with the new chapel in •Walsworth
road, Hitchin, began with a dovotimrnl 
service, at which Rov. J. H. Atkinson, 
pastor of the church, presided. On 
the Wednesday morning Dr. Lamlels 
preached, after which there was a public 
dinner; and tho preacher in the eyen
ing was Rov. J. Clifford, M.A., LL.B. 
On Wednesday next, a sermon will bo 
preached by Dr. E. 11Iellor, and on the 
succeeding Sundays, the preachers will 
be Revs. J.C. Jones, Giles Hester, aml 
George Goulcl. 

AN excellent site has been purchased 
for a new chapel by the young but 
vigorous church at North End, Finchley, 
ol which Rev. John Chaclwick is pastor. 
This is a suburb ,vith an increasing 
population, and we are glad to lean, 
that llfr. Chadwick and the friends 
have resolved to bnilcl a chapel that 
shall Le worthy of the denomination. 
The effort is -~·orthy 0£ sympathy and 
help. 

::\HSCELLAXEOUS. 

THE largest and most uttraeiin, 
bazaar ever held in Ipswich was opeu 
three days of last week on behalf of 
the building fund of the recently
opened char:,cl in :Sornlon-roarl, of which 
Rev. T. III. ::\Iorris, RA.. is pastor. 
The proceeds amounterl to t305. There 
were seven stall,. on which were dis
pbyed not less than £GOO worth of 
stock, including contributions from 
friends at long distances, ancl some from 
local adherents of the Establisherl 
Church. At the opening ceremony·, 
Rev. J. I'. Chown gnYc an address, in 
which ho oxpressd the affection~te re-

gard he had had for Mr. Morris CYcr 
sinco the time when the latter became 
a. student at Horton College. There 
will probably be a supplementary sale 
of the stock left unsold, 

WELLINGTON-ROAD GITA.PEL (Shack
lewell), Stoke Newington, has just 
been repewed and otherwise improved. 
On Thursday, llth inst., tho first of 
the reopening sorYicos was conducted 
by Rev. W. H. Burton, and on the fol
lowing Sunday the preachers were 
Revs. Jesse Hobson and T. Vincent 
Tymms. ]\fr. George Gowland pre
sided at a tea and pu"1ic mooting on 
the following Wednesday, £135 has 
heen expended, towards which sum 
,~80 has been secured. 

Tm,; debt resting on Pro,idence 
Chapel, Hounslow, has been cleared off 
at special services, when sermons were 
preached by Rev. Dr. Angus, of Re
gent's Park College, and l\fr. Walter J. 
::\fathams. The students of Regent's 
Park College supply the pulpit e,ery 
Sunday as one of their preaching sta
tions. 

Tm<1 church at Bug brook, Northamp
tonshire, have acquired an organ at the 
cost of £40. It was used for the first 
time on Snnclay, June 11th, when .'.\Ir. 
T. Bull presided as organist, and an 
appropriate sermon was preached hy 
the pastm-, Rev. ,v. H. Payne, from 
Ps. xcii. 1--8. 

HuRSTWOOD (Burnley). - Two ser-· 
mons were preached on behalf of the 
Sunday School, June 4th, by Rev. ,T, 
Batey, of Finchley, when collections 
wore made amounting to £12 13s. 4d. 

Stt01'LDHAM-STREE1' CHAPEL (Lon
clon).-The anniversary was held on 
Tuesday, June Gth. Tea was proYidcd 
and a public meeting helrl, when ad
t1resses vrnre given by Re,. 1Y. A. 
Blake, Rev. G. Rnsscll, Rev. W. Frith, 
l\Ir. A. 'l'owers, ::11r. Vi. H. J\Iills, and 
other friends. 

LmrnoN BAPTIST AssOCIATION.-The 
quartt>rly meeting ,,as held on Tues
day, .June 13th, in Ramsden-road 
Chapel, Ealham, which ,..-as built nuder 
the auspices of the Association. There 
was a fair attendance of ministers al. 
the morning m0eting, when the Rev. 
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R. H. Marten, B.A., of Lee, read a 
paper on "The Song of Songs: an 
Idyllic Drama for Springtide." Din
ner was served at two o'clock, and at 
half-past three o'clock an address was 
delivered by the Rev. J. P. Chown on 
" The Duty of the Church to the 
Young." It was announced that a site 
for the chapel for this year had boon 
secured at Lower Norwood, near to 
Dulwich, and a committee had been 
formed to make the necessary pre
parations for a commencement. After 
tea the brethren paid a visit to J\Ir. 
Spurgeon's ~rounds in Nightingale
lane, and at seven o'clock the chapel 
was well filled. Prayer was offered by 
the Revs. A. G. Brown and ,J. Collins, 
,after which the chairman (the Rev. 
J. T. Wigner) addressed the meeting. 
The Rev. J. R, Wood gave a suggestive 
address on the importance of the 
churches looking after those who had 
been erased or excluded from thoir list, 
and keeping up, as far as may be, a 
communication with such as had re
moved from the neighbourhood. Rev. 
C. H. Spurgeon, who was sufficiently 
reeovercd from his rocent severe ill
ness to ,my a few words, spoke in the 
same strain, and the meeting was con
cluded with a short address by thu Rev. 
Dr. Cuiross on the kind of work which 
it was possible for young converts to do 
in their churches. 

BAPTISMS. 

~-fbercanaid.-~.\priI 301 in the River Taff, Twot 
by J. Parrish. 

Aberdare.-At Carmel (English), May 24, 
Five1 by T. Jones. 

AbertillM•y.-J=e 4, at the English Church, 
Two, by L, Jones. 

Alderslwt,-May 2S, Three, by G. Wain
wright. 

.Amersham.-:\1:ay 7, a.t the Lower Cha-11eI1 

Six, by M, H. Whetnall. 
Ashford.-May :n, Four, in Norwoo:1-stroet 

Chapel, for the Assembly Hovm Church, by 
E. Roberts. 

As/lu-ater.-June 4
1 

Two, hy ::i1r. TI:ray, sen. 
Bw:up.-ll.ay 1, o.t Zion Cha11el, Ten; l\Iay 

28, Seven, by C. W. G-r.Pgc,ry. 
BanO-u1·i.-Ma.y 21. TW(\ h~- J, D;t"°i;-;. 
Bang1,r.-1Iay 11, Five, by C. Davfos. 

B~rns/ey.-May 28, Seven, by B. W. Osler. 
Barrow-in-Furne.,s.-May 3, o.t, Abbey-road 

Chape~ Five, by Jo.mes Hughes, 
BMton Mill, -April 30, One, by J. Johnson. 
Bethatl.i<r, Maestern . .;...A_pril 30, Three, by J. 

Jones. 
B1'11erley.-May 24, at Well-lane Chapel, 

Four; by W. C. Upton. 
Birmingham . .;_ May 24, al , Hope-f<treet 

Chapel, Four, by S. Powell. 
Birmingham.-J:rme 4, at Bond-street Chapel, 

Six, by G. Wheelor. 
-Birmingham.-May 3, at Longmoresstreet 

Ch,.pe~ Four, by W. Oates. 
Ruhop Auckland.-May 28, One, by H. Gray. 
Blad:l,y, Yorks.-June 2, Ono, by R. Brig:s. 
&,ton.-May 28, at S&lem Cbape~ SeveR; 

June 1, Two, by G. We•t. 
Bo.xmoor.-May81l Seven, by W. Tkoma.s .• 
Bradford.-lhy H, o.t Heaton Ch,.pel, Four, 

hy J. J. Dalton. 
Brandon.-May 4, Three; June 1, Three, by 

J. Ss.ge. 
Brierly Hill, Ebbw Vale.-April 30, at Zioll 

Chapel; Nino; June 4, Ten, by T. Clarnon. 
Bm•e,.-May 2S, Two, by J. Kemp. 
Burs/em, Sto.ffordshire.-May 7, Thirteen, by 

H. Field. 
Rurto,, (ne11,r) Tiridgwater.-May 7, Two, by 

F. H. Sowby. 
Burton-on-Trent.-May 4, at Salem, Seven

teen, by G. T. Owers. 
BurweU.-June 11. Five, by G. T. BailBy. 
C!alstoclc, Cornwall-June 7, Five, by D. 

Cork. 
Cambridge.-May 3, at St, Andrew',a.street 

Chapel, Nine; May 24, Two, by John P. 
Campbell. 

C'armarth'1,.-11foy 28, at tho English Chapel, 
Three, by E. Thomas. 

Chatham.-May 3, at Zion Chapell SL"'deen, 
byJ.Smilh. 

Cheam, Snrrey.-June I, One, 1Jy v;. Sul
livan. 

Cheltenhap,.-May 31, at Cambray Chapel, 
Nine, by W. Ju!yan. 

Chest,r.-M1ty 28, at Pepper-street Cho.pcl, 
Two, by W. Durhan. 

Church.-June 3, Three, by H. Angus. 
Cinderford.-May 1, Sir, by C, Griffiths. 
Coat.e, Oxon.-May 2S, Six1 by B. Arthur. 
Cold Inn, Pemb.;-May 14, Two, by J, 

Phillips. 
Conlig, Ireiand.-M2y 14, One~ June 4, Two, 

by John Harris. · 
Corton (from Chitternc).-M&y 14, Six, by S. 

~ing •. 
C'onoen.-Aprll 30, Two, by IT. C. Williams. 
Cose1ey.-Jnne, J, at ProYidence Oha_pel, Six, 

by J. Cole. 
Crockerton.-M<ty 21st, Two, by S, King. 
Cullomptou, Devon.-June 4, Eleven, hy Mr .. 

Miller, 
Dawley, Salop.-June 4, Two1 by W. 

Wootton. 
lJe-al.-May 8, Seven, 1:,y N. Dobson. 
Denbigh,-May n, One, by Hugh Jones. 
/Jerby.-May 7, at St. Mary's Gate, Eigkt, by 

J.B. Myers. 
Deron-port.-June l, at Morice-~:(1uare, Six, 

1 
by E. A. Tyc1eman. 

Do!Je!/ey.-April 30, Three, by H Morgan. 
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Dumfritt, West-park.-June 7, One; June 
~. Twelve, by W. Milligan. 

Eady.-May 20, Five, by George M'Donald. 
East Ilru-t/epoo/.-May 28, Two, by H. Dun

nmgton. 
Ea,<comb.-Jnno 4, Two, by J, E. Brett (both 

trom the Sunday-school). 
Elr,i•, N.B.-June 11, Three, by G. M'Donald. 
E:ater.~l'fuy 21, at Bartholomew-street 

Chape~ Eight, by E. S. Nee.le. 
Eye.-M&y '.l8, Fonr, by W. W. Haines. 
Frmn,.-~y 21, &t Naishes-street Chapel, 

Seven, by S. Littleton. 
Foulsllam.-Juno 4, Two, by E. Everett. 
Qalashie1s.-Me.y 8. One, by C. Hill. 
0/adestry, Radnorshirc.-May 7, One, by T. 

Jerm!ne. 
G'rave,•1Ul.-"'.\fay 3, at W!ndmill-•treet 

{lhu.i:el, Three; by N. Heath. 
Great Leiqhs. - May 4, Two, by R. C. 

Sowerby. 
Guildford.-May 21, o.t Commercial-road 

Chapel, Two, by C. Slim, 
Hill Cl(/f.-1'I&y 7, Three, by A. Kenworthy. 
Ili~her Openshaw,-May 31, Five, by R. 

Stanton, 
Hinclcley.-May 7, Fourteen, by J.. Staines. 
Holyu:ell.-l!Iay 28, Five, by E. Evans. 
Horncastl•.-May 31, Six, by D. Jones. 
Huntingdon.-May 26, Four, by E. B. Shep-

horcl., 
Jarrow-on-Tyn,.-April 39. One; May 14, 

One; Me.y 21st, One, by W. Sa.tchwall. 
Kingshill, Bttcks,-"M&y 7, Six, by G. Phillips. 
Liverpool.--June- 7, ·at St. Paul's-square 

Chapel, One, hy L. W. Lewis. 
Long Sutton.-Mo.y 31, Seven, by G. Tow!er. 
Lumb, Lancashire. - June 4, Six, by D. 

George. 
Lyri/Jroak, nea-r Ross.-May 7, Six, by Thos. 

Reeves. 
Lymm.-June 1, Thr-001 by H. Dn;·des. 
Lymington.-May 21,.Three; M!l-y28, Seven, 

by J. J. Fitch. 
Mairlstone.-May 31, at Union-street Che,pel, 

Ten, by G. Walker. 
Mai.don, Essex.-May · 28, Four, by Il. 

Charlton. 
Malt.on.-l!ay 3rd, Six:; May :n, Five, by\\-.,._ 

Smith. 
Manche,~ter.-:May 31, at Round Oha11el1 Five, 

by Seth Backhouse. 
Manchtster.-"YI.ay 28, at Moss Side Chapel, 

Sev-an, by R. Ghenery. 
.Mea.~han.-June 4, Two, by W. Willington. 
.. Meltham1 Yorks.-~1ay 4, Three, by J. Alder

son. 

Metrapoli/an District:-

Bexley Jieath.-Mn,y 31, Sm·cn, by '-.V. 
Jeffery. 

Chi.'iwfrk.-Jmrn 11, Two, by E. George. 
Clapham Common.-May :W, Sevent by R. 

Webb. 
Dacn-park, B]s.ckh-eath.-~Iay 27, Six 1 by 

W. Usher. 
Da!ston Jun.ctlon.-Ma.y 28, Five1 by A. 

Carson, ].LA. 
Pinch.ley.-June 1, Threc1 by J. Chadwick. 
Fin.~bury-park, J,_Y.- :}Iay 3, On-o-i :!.fay :?S, 

One, by J. \Yilson. 

Lower Edmooton.-May 28, Four; May 29, 
One, by D. Russell. 

jfetropoliian Tabernacle.-?Lay 25, Four
teen; May 29, Seventeen;; Jun8 I, Twcnt]"
one, by Rev. J. A. Spurgeon. 

New Wimbledon.-Mo.y 24, Five, by A. 
Ho.lford. 

Old Kmt Road.--May 24, al Alfred-place 
Chapel, Two, by D. W. Laing, 

Old Kent Road.-May 31, Eleven, by C. F. 
Styles. 

Peclcham.-May 4, at Park-ro,a,d Chapel, 
Elght, by T. Tarn. 

Richmond.-May 28, e.t Parkshot Chapel, 
Two, by J. H. Cooke. 

Walworth.-May 28. al Wyndham-road 
Chapel, Seven, by H. W. Childs, 

Jfidd/e!an,-May 28, One, by W. Pilli~g. 
.Jfiltan, Oxon.-June I, Two, by H. Winsor. 
Millwood, Todmorden.-'-May 7, Eight, by H. 

Briggs. 
JfirMd.-Mn.y 2, Seventeen, by E. Davis. 
Jfoe(fre.-May 28, Two, by D. Lloyd. 
.Nantymoel.-April 23, Two, by J. JoneR. 
... i\'antymod.-Ma.y 21, One, by the pastor. 
Neath.-June 8, Six, by A. F. Mills. 
Ntwport, Mon. - May 24, at Alma-stree, 

Chapel, Three, by J. P. Thomas. 
Newport, Mon.-;,,fay 28, at Stow Hill Chapol, 

Four, by John Douglas; 
_NeuJ!and.-May 25, One, by }f. H. Jones. 
.1.Yew Maldan, Surrey.-llay 14, Four, by G. 

Simmerf. 
New Jrhittin~ton.-May 14, Five, by R. T. 

Lewis. 
Oldham.-¥.1ty 28, at King-street Chapel, 

Six, by R.H. Bayly. 
Oldham, Ma.ncheiter-s.treet.-Four, -by E. 

Bo.lmford. 
Paulton, Bristol.-May 7, Four, by J. Kemp

ton. 
Piddert1·tnfkide, Doreetshire.-May 21, One, 

by .J. Davis. 
Polt Moor, near Huddersfield.-May 7, Two, 

by J. Evans. 
Port,mouth.-1foy 21, at Lake-road, Land

port, Fi,e, by T. W. Medhurst. 
Prince.s RisUorouyh.-May 21, at the Free 

Church, One, by D. Jeavons. 
Quain/on, Bucks.-May 14, Seven, by G 

Duanett. 
Red Hill, ~urrey.-].lay 2, ~a.t London-road 

Cha.pal, Seven, by C. T. Keen . 
R"lwndda,, Hopkinstown, May 7, Two, by G . 

Williams. 
lUsca.-Mav 7, at Bethany English Chapel, 

Four, by T. Thomag. 
Roehdale.-~-Iay 28, at Drake-street Chapel, 

Sixteen, by \V. Sti)kes. 
Sabdt.n, I . .t1,ncashirc.-M0,y II, One, by J. 

Norton. 
Saffron 1Va'den.-May 31, Eight, by A . .£:olla

son, 
Sali.,;bur-y.-~'1-a.y 31, at Brnwn-strc-et ChapeJ, 

F,lcvffn, hy George Short1 Il.A. 
Sandy IIa-1:en.-April 30, Three, by W. 

Harris. 
Shepton Jl1a'let1 Son1erset.-)iay 7, Four. by 

G.La.w. ' 
So11!h,no1·t.-1fay 7, Ten, by L. Nuttall. 
Soutfip,.:Tt.-J-Iay 29, F(Jnr1 by L. NurtaU. 
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Southsea.-April 30, at St. Paul's-sq_uare, 
Two: May 31, Three, by R. F. Je!°fl'ey. 

Stoh--on-'i'rent.-M.ay 7, Six, by W. March. 
Stud/ey,-May 31, Fonr, by Wm. Piggott. 
St. NeJ)°l$1 Hunts,-June 31 at East-street 

Ch&pel, two, by J. Raymond. 
Sunderland.-May 17, at Sans-street Chapel, 

Seven, by H. Lyon. 
Swantcick.-May 7, Twelve, by T. Hayden. 
Swcm,ea.-M~y 3, e,t York-place Cha.pel, 

Five, by B. D. John. 
Taunton-May 20, at Albemarle I Chapel, 

Three, by 0. Tidman. 
'l'haxted, Essex.-May 2, Eleven, by C. H. 

Hook. 
Preorkey, Rhondda Valley.-May 14, ut 

Howell English Ghapel, Five. by D. Davies. 
Twerton-on-Avon, Bath,-May 7, Two, by ·w. 

Owen. 
Tynewydd.-May 28, One, by J. Jones. 
Ul't'erston.-May 17, Three; May 211 Three, 

by T. Lardner. 

Wattr/ord.-May 14, One, by John Douglas. 
Wal.sail. Stafford Old Cross (kindly lent for 

tbe occasion) -June I, Seven, by T. William■ ; 
Four for the newly-formed causo a.t Hednes
ford, three for the church under the care of 
N. Lees, Stafford-road. 

Watcliet and Williton, Somerset.-May :I, 
Seven; June 8, ten, by J. Middleton, 

We.,tray.-May 28, Three, by G. M'Donald, 
Wliitoourne, Corsley.-May 7, Four, by S. 

King. 
IVhitemoor.-May 28, Four, byW. Sisling. 
Whittlesea.-June 4, at Zion Chapel, Two, by 

F. Sh&w. 
Whitu-ick.-May 14, Three, by the pastor. 
Willu1·ton.-Juna 4. Six, by J. Stocker. 
Wisbech.-May 3, Six; June 8, Ten, by W. 

E. Wiuka. 
Wootton, Beds.-Ma.y-, Two, byJ. H,Read

mo.n. 
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.ASSURANCE SOUGHT.ii-

.l SERMON DELIVERED AT TIIE METROPOLITAN TA.BEBNJ.CLE, BY C, H. SPUBGB0lf. 

·" Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation."-PSALM xx:.:v. S. 

DAVID knew where to run to for shelter in his· hour of difficulty. Many 
were there that opposed him, he had been much slandered, his course waa 
rough. So, after spreading his case before the Lord, as Hezekiah did 
:Rabshakeh's blasphemous letter, he turns to the Most High, and he cries 
to Him for succour with one request, as if this would suffice to relieve 
him from all his troubles, " Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." He 
thus invokes God to give him a. word frnm His own mouth, to take the 
buckler and the sword in his defence, and to be his Champion. " Oh, my 
God ! speak to my soul some assurin¥ word, and it shall be enough for 
me." It is a sign of adoption, a marl!: of the residence of the Spirit of 
God within us, if in our times of trouble we fly to our God. Soul, dost 
thou find any difficulty in doing so 1 Is this not one of thy spiritual 
instincts 1 Then, be afraid lest thou be an alien and no true-born child, 
for the true-born child seeks its Father's face, cries out for its Father's 
notice, and creeps into its Father's bosom. 

This short prayer I commend to every one present-to saint and sinner, 
to the young and the old, to those who are assured and to those who are 
doubtful-" Say anto my soul, I am thy salvation." It appears to me to 
imply certain doctrines, to express certain desire&, and to suggeiit certain 
practical les.son_s upon which we may profitably meditate. 

I. "SAY UNTO MY SOUL, I AM TIIY SALVATION." 
Is it not very clear on the surface of the text that we need salvation 1 

Salvation is the great necessity of the human race. We need to be 
saved from the consequences of the fall, from the results of our own 
transgressions, from the penalties due to our guilt and the indwelling 
power of sin and the domination of our corrupt nature. You all know 
this by the witness of your conscience, therefore I need not argue or 
.attempt to prove it; but the main question is, whether we know it experi
mentally, for it is one thing to know the letter but quite another thing to 
know the spirit; one thing to know a matter with the head and another 
thing to be affected by it in a lively manner in the soul. Answer me, then, 
hast thou learned experimentally thalllthou needest to be saved 1 Didst 
thou ever see thy past sins in their true colour 1 Didst thou ever behold 
what a future sin opens up before thee, till thou didst start back alarmed 
and terror-stricken 1 Hast thou perceived that thou needest just such a 
salvation as Christ came to bring 1 Truly we never seek it till we see we 
need it. We are usually driven into the port of grace by a storm. It N 
not often that we fly·to Christ if there is any other door open. In the 
sore straits of poverty we have to cry to Him for sustenance; when we 
are sick"we resort to Him for health and cure. MoreOV(lr, beloved, we 
-continue to require a continuous salvation. It is well for the Christian to 
remember that in a certain sense he too needs to be saved-not from hell, 

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and tr11I1slating is reserTel1. 
No. 213, NEw 811:JUES, , 
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for we are saved from that ; nor from the guilt of our sins, for, thank 
God ! that is purged by the blood once shed for our remission-but we 
need to be saved every day from the temptations that assail our souls, 
from the trials that beset our path, from the corruptions of our nature. Mr. 
Whitefield said he hoped he was converted, but conversion was a thing to 
take place every day-not regeneration, mark you! that is once for all, 
but conversion. "Why," said he, " I need to be converted from lying 
too late in bed in the morning, and converted from idleness all the day 
long." So do we. There is something or other we need to be converted 
from ; some wron·g thing that we need to be saved from ; and until we 
get within the gates of pearl we shall still have need to cry for salvation 
from some evil that harasses us. Salvation by blood we have got : salva
tion by the might and the power of the Holy Ghost, who is to conquer 
and to destroy all our dire iniquity and innate depravity, we still need
Do we feel that we need it 1 Believer, dost thou feel that thou needest 
it 1 Beware of getting spiritually rich in thyself. Nothing is so near 
akin to soul-poverty as this. Beware of thinking that thou art increased 
in goods. Thou art nigh to bankruptcy when thou thus makest account 
of thy possessions. I counsel thee, therefore, still to bow thy knee and 
cry unto the great Saviour, "Lord, save me, or I perish!" That prayer 
should never be in advance of the most advanced Christian, 

Another doctrine lies on the surface of the text. His own per
sonal salvation should be tlw matter of a man's highest thoughts and 
greatest earnestne8s. "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation," should be 
the uppermost and the uttermost cry of thy heart. Ask not the Lord to 
make thee rich, thou mayest well reckon that this would involve too high 
a. position and too heavy a responsibility for thee to bear with equanimity. 
Seek not a pinnacle from which thou mightest be in peril of falling. 
Didst thou ask to be learned in all the knowledge and languages of the 
ancients thou mightest miss the road to heaven; for oftentimes the shep• 
herds are guided to the place where the Holy Child is, while the wise 
men miss their way, going to Jerusalem instead of Bethlehem. I will not 
crave the Lord to give me food for my vanity, or good fortune for my 
wishes, or aught beside for which my passions yearn, but, Lord, give me, 
salvation, This is a boon I must have. It is essential to my instant and 
my endless welfare. Let not Thy servant be put off with any inferior 
blessing. If Thou pleasest to keep me poor on a scanty pittance, or bid 
me toil bard for slender wages, so let it be. Yet deny me not a draught 
from the upper springs. Give m, the heritage of Thy chosen. Grant 
me Thy salvation. Salvation! Oh, salvation ! This should be the chief,. 
the insatiable longing of each man's spirit! .Alas, for the ignorance and 
callousness that can trifle with salvation as though it were a matter of no 
immediate concern. Are ye mad enough to imagine that whether ye 
have an interest in Christ or not is a question that may be solved in a few 
minutes in a fearful emergency upon a dyino bed. Ah! it is not so. 
Wisdom should urge us or peril should drive" us to seek shelter from a 
calamity that would leave us a total wreck. Nothing lies so near to our 
interest and our happiness-nothing, therefore, should press so closely on 
our hearts as to be in Christ, and be made through Him partakers of 
everlasting life. Dear hearer, this question, then, I press upon thee. Be 
pleased to answer it. Hast thou been led by the Spirit of God to see 
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to this thv first concern 1 Art thou saved 1 Or art thou anxious to be 
saved wit"h an anxiety that will not rest or abate 1 Art thou striying and 
struggling in thy heart to find the Saviour, without whom thou art utterly 
lost, ruined, and undone 1 Unless God's Holy Spirit clothe it with power, 
preaching reach~s no farther than the ear. Oh, that He woul4 speak to 
your souls! With what energy ye would then be filled! 

A third doctrine is couched in these words. Salvation, if it be worth 
the having, must come entirely from the Lord Himself. "Say unto my 
soul, I am thy salvation." The eye of the suppliant here is evidently 
turned to God alone, aud rightly so, for salvation cometh not from the 
hills, nor from the multitude of the people, nor yet from the prowess of 
individuals. Surely iu the Lord alone is the salvation of Israel. Never 
did salvation spring from the devices of this poor heart. In vain do ye 
seek to obtain it by any religious ceremonies or by any bodily exercises. 
The source and fountain of salvation are only to be found in the eternal 
purpose of God. In the covenant of God it was resolved, in the wisdom 
of God it was planned, in the great redemption of God it was effected, 
and by the Spirit of God it is applied. Jonah went to a strange college 
to learn this masterpiece of sound theology, that salvation is of the Lord. 
As for Israel he could destroy himself, but he could never save himself. 
In his God he found help, in his God alone. Happy the man that knows 
this ! thrice happy he who knows it experimentally ! He will turn his 
eyes alone to the Lord. My hearer, art thou seeking salvation by works 
-by aught that is meritorious or meretricious 1 Thou art spending thy 
money for that which is not bread. Art thou seeking a knowledge of 
salvation by thine own feeling 1 Dost thou consult thy frames of mind, 
hopeful or desponding, as one marketh the rise or fall of a barometer. 
Dost thou dream of being prepared for Christ, and fitting thyself to 
receive mercy 1 This is to impose on thyself, and to insult the Saviour. 
Christ wants nothing of thee ; He comes to bring everything to thee. 
Even thy sense of need He gives thee. All thy fitness is to be unfit ; all 
thy preparation for washing is to be foul ; all thy prerequisite for enrich
ing is to be poor as poverty can make thee. Come thou as thou art to 
thy God through Christ the Mediator, and in Him thou shalt find salva
tion. Do notice particularly that the words are not, " Say unto my soul, 
I am thy Saviour," but more than that-" I am thy salva~ion." As if 
God \Vere not only the giver of salvation, but absolutely salvation itself. 
To get a hold of Christ is to get salvation. To get God on our side is to 
be saved. Salvation does not merely come from God as a gift, it abso
lutely involves the appropriation of God Himself as the portion of one's 
own soul. How wonderful this is4 Who can find out God 1 Who can 
imagine, much less describe, His infinite perfections 1 Salvation proceed
ing from THE LORD, from JEHOVAH, from the GREAT I AM, communicates 
the wealth of His adorable attributes. "Say unto my soul, I "-our 
translation reads-" I am." Ask, what art Thou, Lord 1 the answer 
comes, "I am thy salvation." No title, however noble, could enhance 
the description. He is the "I .AM." His existence is original and pure. 
"He sits an no precarious 'throne, or borrows leave to be." From ever
lasting to everlasting He is God the Most High. To Him there is neither 1 

past nor future, but one eternal Now." The God who can save us must 
be the only true and living God. 80 great a sa.lvation you cannot realisti 
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without a clear apprehension of Jehovah in all His attributes; and if 
any speak of Christ as delegated Deity, discredit His eternal power and 
Godhead, or deny that He mai:le the heavens and the earth, and beareth 
them on His shoulders, they bring to us a Christ who cannot save. We 
must have a Redeemer as mighty as the Creator and the Preserver. We 
must have the strong Son of God, immortal and eternal, to rescue our 
souls from going down into the pit. If thou art leaning on any arm but 
an eternal one, it will fail thee. Poor silly heart, if thou art depending 
on anything for salvation but the selfsame God who bears the earth's 
huge pillars up, thy dependence will fail thee when most thou needest its 
help. The strongest sinew of an arm of flesh will crack ; even an angel's 
wing will flag ; the earth itself will grow dim with years ; this globe 
with all her granite rocks shall melt with a fervent heat. The eternal 
God must be thy refuge, and underneath thee must be the everlasting 
arms, or else the salvation thou pretendest to have is worse than useless. 
"Say unto my soul, I, the glorious Jehovah, I am thy salvation." 

These doctrines may seem to some of you so commonplace that you 
will say, "We have heard them ten thousand times." But I refer to 
them now to press the question-Do you know the vital force of these 
great truths in your own hearts 1 Beloved, let each man, let each woman, 
inquire, " Do I know my need of i,alvation 1 Do I know that it must 
come from God 1 Have I got it from Him? Have I applied directly to 
Him for it 1 Have I received it at His hand in such a way that I have 
seen the glory of God therein, so that my salvation shall be to me for a 
name, for an everlasting sign that Bhall not be cut off 1" If thou hast 
had no dealings with God, thy soul is in bad plight. Thou hast not been 
partaker of any saving benefit. If thou hast never come into His pre
sence, if thou hast never grasped the Saviour's hand by faith, if thou 
hast never looked with thy tearful eye into His dear woun.ds, thou hast 
need to begin again, for thou knowest nothing of His grace. He has not 
become thy salvation, 

II. Let us turn now to observe the DESIRE EXPRESSED IN THE. TEXT. 
It was David's wish not only to have God for his salvation, but to know 

it for a fact, and that on the most conclusive evidence, with the best pos
sible assurance, by a positive communication from God Himself-" Say 
unto my soul, I am thy salvation." There are some who doubt whether 
full assurance of faith can be obtained. They need not discredit an 
attainment which multitudes possess and daily enjoy. Others suppose 
that if they could experience a full assurance it would be dangerous ; and 
yet there are thousands of the saints who, so far from finding the privilege 
perilous, constantly prove its sanctifyinj, elevating power while they walk 
by faith and live near to God. Some have conjectured that any man who 
knew himself to be saved would inevitably grow listless in character and 
negligent of his conduct, but it is not so. A man who knows that an., 
estate is really his own, does not become indifferent about its culture. 
He tills and farms it all the more sedulously. The fact iR this-he who 
knows himself to be saved, being rid of that curse and burden of fear 
which often renders him incapable of serving God, passes beyond the 
sphere of a servile bondage. No more• does he selfishly seek his own 
intere,1t. His labour is free, cheered by love, and lightened by song-

" Now for the love I bear His name, 
What was my gain, I count my loss," 
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· Out of sheer gratitude he_ devotes himself to the service of the g.ood 
God, by whom so great a blessing has been bestowed. If thine assurance 
should make thee remiss, dilatory, careless, you may attribute it to the 
devil. If thy con:ti.dence in thfoe own salvation make thee walk without 
tenderness of conscience, then rely upon it you have mistaken vain boast
ing for pure faith, and haughty presumption for true assurance. They 
who are really possessed of this grace are always very tender of the Lor_d's 
will. It constrains them to walk humbly with God. A king's courtier 
knows that conduct is expected of him far beyond that of ordinary sub
jects. He would not encroach upon the freedom he enjoys in approaching -
his sovereign, lest by any negligence or impropriety he should forfeit the 
good esteem and grateful smile of his royal master. He is not afraid that 
the king would kill him, nor is he in terror as if his majesty were a 
tyrant. But he is jealous of himself, lest he should provoke the ki-ng to 
take away the light of his countenance from him. And to any child of 
God who has once enjoyed the favour of heaven's eternal King, and 
basked in the light of that countenance which beams with grace and 
glory, there is no attraction in all the world that can compare with the 
peace and pleasure in which he abides. True assurance of faith is a 
humble thing, a comforting thing, a sanctifying thing, and it should there
fore be the desire of all faithful hearts. 

Phis assurance ef which the Psalmist speaks is a personal matter. 
"Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." Oh, beloved! we must have 
personal dealings with our God. No proxy will avail. Churches may 
invent what ordinances they please to gratify their notions of expediency, 
but there can be no sponsors in godliness : the thing is irrational, it is 
impossible. Every vow and every offering to be acceptable must have its 
own proper individuality. No eyes but thine own can acceptably weep 
for thy sin, No heart but thine own can acceptably be broken and con
trite for thy transgressions. Thou thyself must repent. Even the Holy 
Ghost cannot repent for thee as some seem to imagine. He works repent
a.nce in thee, but thou must thyself repent. And as to faith, that must 
be the looking with the spiritual eye to Christ, and restillg on Him ,with 
thy whole heart. .Another cannot do it for thee. National religion-if 
it be depended upon for personal acceptance-is the most deceitful of all 
delusions. What availeth it tha't we call ourselves a Christian nation if' 
God does uot call us so ? Might we not be pronounced a heathen nation 
if we were polled ? Take a survey of this great city, and see how 
many there are who never enter the House of Prayer, who spend the 
entire Sabbath in idleness, or seek their own pleasure iu sensual pursuits. 
What multitudes there are who scA-cely know the name of .Jesus ! Are 
these Christians ? It is a pity we should lend the slightest sanction to 
snch an empty profession. While men live as heathens, we onght to deal 
With them as such, and seek to convert them from darkness unto God's 
Inarvellous light. And as to the religion which descends in families, this 
Will not suffice, though it be perpetuated from generation to generation. 
:Not a drop of true religion comes in the blood. You are all born of a 
COl'l'Upt stock, and you naturally bear the image of the earchy. If, how
ever, you are born of God, it is not of:llesh nor of blood, nor of the will of 
lllan, but of God. " Ye must be born again" is as true of the child of a 
long generation of godly ancestors, as it is of the young Hottentot in tha 
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kre.al, who never heard the Saviour's name. "Ye must be born aga.in" 
is of universa.l application. A persona.I work of the Spirit of God in each 
individual soul there must be, and the assurance we ought to pant after is 
our own personal assurance, our own individual interest in the salvation 
of Jesus Christ. Hast thou thought of this, dear hearer, or, thinking of 
it, hast thou trifled with it? Let me urge thee, since thou wilt have to 
die alone, since through the iron gates thou mmt pass as solemnly a.s 
others, since in the awful 15alances thou must be weighed alone, and 
before the last tribunal thou must 'come. as a separate spirit-I beseech 
thee seek Christ, seek union with Him, that so thou ma.yest have a 
blessed companion in thy death, and in thy everlasting destiny. These 
vast congregations are made up of units. Oh t that I knew how to 
reach your conscience one by one. 0 man ! awake to righteousness. Thy 
brother's conversion, thy sister's salvation, thy mother's piety, thy 
father's grace-how will these avail thee 1 Thank God if so be thou hast 
such relatives, for therein God has been so kind to thee. But how will 
they comfort thee, if thou be cast out 1 What drops of water can they 
administer to thy burning tongue, if thou be cast away into the place of 
torment thyself 1 Oh! I beseech thee, be eager, be earnest, be anxious 
with a sacred covetousness, to make thine own calling and election sure. 
It is a personal assurance that we must seek after ; so sha.11 our souls be 
joyful in the Lord, and in His salvation we shall exceedingly rejoice. 

But, remember, lest any should be mistaken, that the assurance David 
sought was purely spiritu,al. When he says "Say," it is "Say ma.to my 
soul." We do not expect that God will make fresh revelations to us. 
We are far from believing that voices heard, or visions seen, or supposed 
to be seen, or dreams can give any satisfactory evidence of the Divine 
love to any man. I am ashamed of ~uch ministers as ·would encourage 
their hearers in the conviction that their fancies are to be taken as assur
ances from God. Why, were you to dream to-night that you were in hell, 
thank God it would not send you there. Or, were you to dream that 
you were in heaven, it would not carry you there. If you think that you 
see angels, or that you hear voices-well, there is much pretence in your 
tales, but little profit you will ever derive from them. Think as you like 
about your own experiences, but attempt to build any inference upon 
them, and your construction will prove a baseless fabric. Such things 
furnish no grounds of dependence. Whether there may ever be super
natural manifestations of this kind to some men, or whether they can 
have a good effect upon their minds are questions which I will not 
discuss, but that these visionary things can afford any evidence of the 
favour of God I utterly deny. The vtice which alone can confirm you is 
the voice of God to your soul, to your mind, to your spirit; not to your 
ears, not to your eyes. Salvation is a spiritual thing. It belongs not to 
external sounds, nor to external impressions upon the eye. There is an 
eye inside the eye, an ear far q11icker than this organ of sense. It is 
with that inner eye that thou must see God, and with this inner ear that 
thou must hear the voice of God saying unto thy soul, "I am thy salva
tion." lie sure that you cultivate always a spiritual religion. "God is a 
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in 
truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.'' The assurance 
that comes from God is addressed to the heart, to the mind, to t~e con-
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science, to the soul-it is purely spiritual. Seek not, therefore, after 
visions, fancies, miracles, oigns, and wonders, but believe when God 
speaks to your heart, according to all the statutes and testimonies, the 
precepts and promises which are contained in the sure word of revelation. 

And now mark this well, the assurance craved is JJivine. "Say unto my 
iloul, I am thy salvation." Do you ask in what manner does God Him
self tell a man that He is his salvation 1 He does it simply enough 
through His Word. If I read in God's Word I shall not find my name 
enrolled there among the saved·; if I did I should be suspicious that 
perhaps I was not the person intended. I should be rather dubious as to 
the spelling of the name, or I might be apprehensive that there was 
another individual of that same name. But when I find myself properly 
and fully described, then I cannot doubt my own identity. F01: 
instance, it is written "He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved." 
Very well, I have believed-I know I have-I know I trust Christ with 
all my heart. I have also, in obedience to His Word, been baptised. 
Therefore, if the testimony of God's Word be true-plain and designed to 
make mistakes impossible-that "he that believeth and is baptised shall 
be saved," the conclusion is reached, the problem is solved, the evidence 
is transparent. When you find a description answering to yourself, you 
have only to accept the distinct statement of God's Word. And, mark 
you, God's Word in that old Book-this blessed Bible-is as good as If 
He rent the heavens and spoke right out from the excellent glory. It is 
just as sure and as stedfast to the souls who believe it to be His Word as 
if He did speak with a trumpet, or as if He sent a message through an 
angel. '' He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life." Thou hast 
but to make sure that thou believest on the Son and thou hast God's 
assurance that thou hast everlasting life. But, over and above the testi
mony or Word, which is as clear as a mathematical demonstration
though Euclid is not more reliable than Moses and the Prophets-there 
comes a vital force to God's people with the Word, constraining them to 
perceive the meaning and to accept it. This mysterious energy comes 
from the Holy Ghost Himself. Of this we cannot speak to those who 
have not proved it, for we only know it and understand it by its effect
quickening us, enlightening our understanding, speaking to us, and 
saying of God to our soul that He is our salvation. 

Moreover; it is an immediate assurance. "Say unto my soul, I am thy 
salvation." That is a pressing cry for prompt succour. It meant in David's 
case that present moment. We, reading it, take it for this very hour. 
Beware of postponing the expectation of assurance until when you are about 
to die. You have no more reason to expect it then than to expect it now. 
If you are content to live in douit and slur over the disquietude of your 
soul in the vigour of your days, you will probably be haunted with 
gloomy misgivings when the time of your departure arrives. It is your 
duty and your privilege as a believer not to stand wavering over God's 
promise, but, knowing it is truthful, to accept it with unstaggering faith. 
I can understand a man doubting whether he is truly converted or not, 
but I cannot countenance his apathy in resting quiet till he has solved the 
riddle. You may say-

" 'Tis a point I long to know." 
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Bnt, oh l beloved, how can you trifle, how can you give sleep to your 
eyes till you have known it t Not know whether you are in Christ or 
not ;-perhaps unreconciled, perhaps condemned already, perhaps upon 
the brink of hell, perhaps with nothing more to keep you out of Tophet 
than the breath that is in your nostrils, or the circulating drop of blood 
which any one of ten thousand haps or mishaps may stop, and then your 
career is closed-your life story ended. What, sit on such a volcano, 
take it easy on the brink of such a precipice, and content yourself with 
merely saying-" I am but a doubting one" ? I entreat thee, I beseech 
thee shake off this sluggishness. .Ask the Lord to say unto thy soul 
to-night, "I am thy salvation." Re is able, and He is willing; you know 
that, beloved. He will do it for you when you eagerly seek it from Him. 
How often does He suddenly disperse the doubts that overshadow us like 
clouds 1 An autumnal day like yesterday. What a strange, fitful 
atmosphere we breathed. How fiercely the wind blew ; how heavily the 
rain fell ! and then, how quickly afterwards, the soft sunshine made the 
earth look cheerful"and the heart of man feel glad. Perhaps you may be 
dull and heavy, or the rain-drops of your weeping, and the winds of your 
fears howling about you. Of a sudden the rain may stay, the clouds dis
perse, the clear shining come about you. God, by His dear Son, through His 
Spirit, may shine unto your-soul at once. You may come in very heavy
burdened, and go out very light-hearted. You may· be exceedingly 
depressed, and, on a sudden, your soul may be like the chariots of 
Amminadab. Your attire may be changed from mourning to dancing, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. You may rejoice in tribulation, 
if the light gleam from His chambers. Pray, then. Let your sonl now 
breathe out the prayer-" Oh ! my God, if indeed I have relied upon 
Thy dear Son to be all in all to me, whisper to my heart the full 
assurance of my everlasting safety and my present acceptance in the 
Beloved." 

The Lord answer such a petition to every troubled spirit. 
III. And now, WHAT LESSONS DOES THE TEXT 'I'EACH ? Surely it 

teaches us this :-
If we want boons from God let us pray f 01· them. David wanted 

assurance, he wanted comfort, and he prayed for both one and the other. 
The quickest road to spiritual wealth is prayer. Every prayer is like a 
ship sent to the Tarshish of spiritual riches to bring us back treasures 
better than gold or silver, or precious stones. Let us not be lax in the 
commerce lest our wealth decline. Every cry to God from the true heart 
brings a result. You see the men in the belfry sometimes down below 
with the ropes. They pull them, and if you have no ears that is all you 
know about it. But the bells are ringing up there; they are talking and 
discoursing sweet music up aloft in the tower. And our prayers do, as it 
were, rin~ the bells of heaven. They are sweet music in God's ear, and 
as surely as God hears, He answers ; for indeed, in Scripture, to hear and 
to answer are precisely the same things. · Praying breath is not spent in 
vain. They that. truly cry shall find that passage true, "The righteoUEi 
ery, and the Lord heareth them, and delivereth them out of all their 
troubles." If a man may have anything for the asking, and he will not 
ask, he deserves to go without. Why, if thou mayest have assurance of 
every precious thing merely for the asking-and assuredly thou mayest-
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if thou wilt not knock and intercede at mercy's door, if thou be such a. 
fool, who is to be blamed but thyself 1 Be much in prayer, beloved. 
What I say unto you I say especially unto myself. Yet I would press 
this home upon believers with the more earnestness, because these times 
are so full of labour and anxiety that they rob Christians of the oppor
tunity for much prayer. Oftentirnes, too, we get so fatigued and weary 
that we have not the inclination to pray as we should. I like to think of 
Welch, who used to cast a Scotch plaid over the bed where he rested at 
night, and would always rise in the night and cast this plaid about him, 
and pray for one or two hours ; and he says in his Biography, "I cannot 
understand how a man can sleep through the night without prayer." 
That is a point to which few of us have ever thought of coming. David 
Braine1·d, too, speaks of rising one morning by four of the clock, and the 
sun had not risen at six, and he says that in those two hours of prayer he 
had so wrestled with God that he was wet with perspiration. Such was 
the earnestness of his spirit as he pleaded before the Lord. I am afraid 
we do not practise much of this sacred importunity. We are sad hands 
at this devout exercise, whereby saints became famous in the days gone 
by. God restores to us the spirit of prayer, and all other blessings will 
come as the result. · 

Another lesson is this. Let every one of us be satisfied wl.en we get a; 
word from God. This was all David wanted. W ou]d God only say, though 
not do anything. He did not ask Him to interfere practically, or put out 
His hand to help, but only to say. If you go into the city you may :find 
plenty of merchants who, by simply writing their names, can enable you 
to get from the Bank shovelfuls of gold. Think ye not, then, that God's 
promises always stand to us as good as their fulfilment 1 Will ye blow 
upon His credit 1 Will ye refuse to take Him at His word ? I think I 
heard a brother ask the other day-I know I did-at family prayer, that 
we might trust God where we could not trace Him. I have heard that 
prayer many times before. I have prayed it•myself, I am sorry to say. 
But' is it not rather a wicked prayer, if you scan it narrowly 1 Should 
any one say at our Monday-night prayer-meeting, "Grant, 0 Lord, that 
we may be able to trust our minister when we cannot see him!" I think 
I should want to know a little about what that brother thought of me. 
I am sure if I prayed like that for any of you I should be likely to see 
you in the vestry before long to learn my cause for suspecting your cha
racter. How dare we, then, pray such a thing about our God 1 Yet I 
suppose this never struck us in that light. It seemed very proper. That 
is j 11st because we have not learned yet to believe in God. If the Son ?f 
Man were to come into this world, would He find pure faith among His 
disciples 1 Talk of Diogenes with his lantern looking for an honest m3;ll ! 
W e1·e God to look with the sun, He could hardly discover a b~lievmg 
man. Mr. Muller, of Bristol, believes in God for the support of brn bene
vol(mt institution, and God supplies him with all his nee1s ; ~;1-t whe~
ever you speak about him you say, "What a wonderful thmg ! Has it 
come to this that in the Christian Church it is accounted a marvel for 
Christians "{;o'believe in the promises of God, and something like a. miracle 
for God to fulfil them 1 Does not this wonderment indicate more clearly 
than anything else how fallen we are from the level of fait,h at which we 
ought constantly to live 1 If the Lord wants to surprise His people, He 
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has only at once to give an answer to their prayers. No sooner had they 
obtained their answer than they would say, " Who would have thought 
it ! " Is it really surprising that God should keep His own promise t 
Oh, what unbelief! Oh, what wretched unbelief on our part! We ask 
and we receive not, because we do not believe in God. We waver; we 
must not expect to receive anything at His hand except what He chooses 
to give as a gratuity; an act of sovereign mercy, not a covenanted bless
ing. We do not get what we might have as the reward of faith, because 
we have not got the faith that He honours. I like that story of a godly 
old woman, who, when told of God's answering prayer, supplemented 
with a reflection-" Is not that wonderful 1" replied, "No, it is jnst like 
Him. Of course He answers prayer ; of course He keeps His promise." 
We ought to consider it a right, natural, and blessed thing that believing 
prayer should be answered, and that faith should have its reward. 
Christian, rest content with a word from God, and be satisfied therewith. 
And as for those of us who have been living in the enjoyment of the full 
assurance of our own salvation (and, God be praised ! there are some of 
us who do not often have doubts and fears), how thanh:ful we should be ! 
God likes to give to those who are grateful. Men like to put their jewels 
into a good setting, and a grateful heart is a fit setting for so gracious a 
mercy. God loveth to pour the river of His bounty along the channel of 
grace in the soul. Be thankful, and you will keep your assurance
perhaps, keep it untouched till you die. It is a rare thing, I suppose, 
though I have known one or two holy men of God who have told me that 
they did not remember, for the space of thirty years, having been left to 
question their interest in Christ ; they had enjoyed unbroken communion 
with Him. Wherefore, then, should they doubt it 1 May we even come 
to that assurance, if so it please the Master ! 

In what way, however, can we better show our gratitude than by com
f orting and assisting such as have not this blessing? 

"Thousands in the fold of Jesus 
This attainment ne'er could boast; 

To His Name eternal praises, 
None of these shall o'er be lost, 

Deeply graven 
On His hands their names remain." 

Hast thou faith 1 Thou art s:wed, even if thy faith should not develop 
into assurance. .A1:1 the Puritan well said, "Faith is necessary to the 
being of a Christian, assurance is necessary to his well-being." Yet, 
mark you, it is a great necessity. Let us try to comfort, then, such as 
are distracted, and distressed, and bowed down. When the Lord seeth 
that we are using our strength and our joy for the help of the rest of the 
family for whom He cares, He will give us yet more abundantly, and 
make us to be stewards of the manifold grace of God in the midst of the 
Church. Thus shall we glorify His name while we cultivate happiness in 
our own bosoms. 

I would that all whom I now-address could have this assurance. Some 
of you, alas I have not faith. "All men have not faith," said the 
Apostle. Too true is this testimony ! Soul, wouldest thou have faith r 
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Consider what it is. :-r'hou hast to believe in God made flesh. Think of, 
the Son of G:od bleedmg on the tree. It is at the cross-foot that faith is 
brought t~ light. If thou would~st get faith, Christ must give it thee. 
Look ,to Him for the power to believe as well as for the grace to receive 
a.II the benefits that follow. May He give it to thee now! To thee oh 
~ee~er, He will give.it. While thou art seeking s&.lvation, thou shalt'fi.nd 
1t mgh thee. He will say to thy soul, " I, even I, am thy salvation." 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 
CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

THE MAN OF ONE TALENT. 

PART IV. 

IN conducting the infant class Sam 
Spring found out the latent talent 
that he possessed. His forte was evi
dently amongst the young. He felt 
drawn towards them as the magnetic 
needle is drawn towards the north. 
And they were equally at home 
with him. If through illness or any 
other cause he was unavoidably 
absent from his class, and a substi• 
tute had to be found, numberless 
inquiries were sure to be made 
about the cause of his absence, and 
he was certain to receive a glad 
welcome when once more he put in 
an appearance. But when he found 
himself well versed in his infantile 
duties, he longed to do something 
more for J eeus. Could he not do 
in some humble way, more still t~ 
show his love for Him ? Might not 
this taltmt be still further developed 
in some ot.her useful direction ? 
Should he become a preacher 1 
Well, it was possible that he might 
he able to preach, at least to rustic 
congregations ; but then if he did 
so on Lord's days he would have to 
give up,his infant class, and that 
wa.s a sacrifice he could never make. 
No; it must be something that he 
could do on the week day, and what 

was that ? For some time the ques
tion wa2 pondered over, and at last 
the answer came. But this time it 
did not come through Mr. Parsons · 
he had not to go to him to solve th; 
riddle. It came to him in another 
way, and one too that proved quite 
as effectual. · 

In the Sunday-school librarywas 
a little work, written by the Rev. 
J. A. R. Dickson, entitled 1Vorking 
for Jesus: or, Individual Effort for 
the Salvation of Precious Soul,,-,, 
This volume having been recom
mended to him by the librarian, he 
took it home for perusal. Anci 
very delighted he was with it. He 
read it, and re-read it, and read it 
again, until he had almost mastered 
its contents. It showed him how 
he might be useful and win soulii 
for €hrist without donning the 
white necktie, mounting the pulpit, 
or being dignified with the title of 
reverend l That was just what he 
wanted. The last thing he desired 
was to be anything like a pro
fessional. If he could but wiu souls 
for Christ without that he should , 
be happy. And this book said it 
could be done. It started by put- , 
ting the question, " How are the 
masses to be Christianized 1 How 
are all the grades of society, from 
the lowest to the highest, to be 
brought to Jesus 1" This was the 

* Religious Tract Society. Price Sd. 
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question that he had often put to 
himself, and he longed not only for 
ita solution but to know how he 
might have some hand in bringing 
it about. The preface to the book 
S\ll"Ved to open up the matter to his 
mind distinctly and clearly. It 
said,-

"It is acknowledged that when 
ministers of the Gospel have done 
their best there is still a vast out
lying field untouched. The ordained 
ministry is only a part of God's 
plan; Here the mistake has been 
made. Ministers have had all the 
work cast upon them, and thus one 
of the chief channels of vitality has 
been taken from the Church, leaving 
it cold, heartless, and dead. The 
ministry has its place in the Divine 
order, and we. should grievously err 
if we were to disparage it. But 
God's plan is broader, deeper, and 
more thorough tha.n mere clerical 
service; it embraces ALL who be
lieve, ALL who know, and love, and 
live in Jesus. Upon each one in 
his peculiar sphere He calls for 
ministry. And believers being of 
every rank and grade in society, 
through them in their own position 
He seeks to subject the world to His 
sceptre. This is the natural way, 
and therefore the easiest. It has 
been proved so in the labours of 
Harlan Page and othel'S who have 
imbibed his spirit. Like draws to 
like. The poor sympathise most 
with the poor-the rich with the 
rich. These natural laws are to be 
put under tribute in the service of 
the King. The renewed heart of 
the beggar, or the merchant, or the 
prinoe is to act in fullest freedom, 
under the power of the truth in the 
hand of the Spirit, in the pro
clamation of the good news, each 
saying to his neighbour 'Know the 
Lord.' Then all shall know Him, 
from the least unto the greatest. 
The great work shall be compassed. 

Individual effort for the salvation 
of preoious souls is what is wanted 
to-day. Then shall public preach
ing be more prolific, churohes better
fil!ed, thousands of souls saved, and 
the earth blessed." 

This extract sufficed to show him 
that in his humble sphere, without 
moving out of it at all, or giving up 
a fraction of his special work in the
Sunday-school, he might be made 
use of by the Lord to extend His. 
kingdom. It could be done by 
working with individuals. He must 
not wait until he could find oppor
tunities of talking to hundreds, or 
even tens, about Christ ; be must 
take every opportunity afforded 
him of talking to" the ones." Man· 
must grapple with man ; heart must 
be brought in contact with heart. 
It is by individual talk on the part 
of the children of darkness that tens. 
of thousands are ruined ; it must 
be by individual talk on the part 
of the children of light that multi
tudel:! must be saved. And for this; 
as the book showed, there was 
Scriptural precedent. It was in 
this way that Christianity was first 
made known and extended. It was. 
in this way that .Andrew brought 
Peter to J esns; that Philip brought 
Nathanael; that the woman of Sa
ma1·ia brought a rich harvest of the 
Samaritans. It was in this way, 
too, that Philip brought the eunuch 
to the knowledge of the Saviour, 
and sent the first-fruits of .Africa's. 
sable sons" on his way rejoicing ... 
And then what a host had been 
gathered in since through the same 
individual instrumentality! This 
book pointed out to him many 
such successful labourers and their 
methods of working. For instance, 
he read with joy the following:-

" Theexamplesofsuccessftil work
ing recorded in the Word and else-
where strengthen faith. Look at 
that carpenter who is ever at -work. 
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in th& vineyard of the Lord : Har
ma Page is his name. In the Sab
Wh school, in the factory, in the 
'boarding-house, in the work-room 
-of the Tract Society, in the monthly 
,concert of Sabbath school teachers, 
he is ever busy, instructing, winning, 
.and inciting both sinners and saved. 
eConaider that day labourer, Robert 
,Annan : with tracts in hand for dis
tribution, with chalk in pocket to 
write Scripture sentences on the 
pillars and pavements, and with 
love in his heart and ready words 
on his tongue, he is ever engaged 
for the glory of his Lord. No time 
is lost-his daily labour is dignified 
with duty for Christ performed ; 
ms nightly toil is that of angelic 
.ministry in the lanes and closes of 
Dundee. Time would fail to speak 
. of William C. Burns, Adelaide New
ton,J ohn Milne, Murray M'Cheyne, 
W. H. Hewitson, Rowland Hill, 
William Carvosao, David Sande
ban, Asahel Nettleton, Hedley 
Vicars, and the long line of Christ's 
:Legion of Honour who have blessed 
this earth with their seraphic zeal, 
.and saintly presence, and clustering 
fruits. What they accomplished is 
within the reach of every one of us, 
if we would but use our talents and 
~portunities well. What ma.n has 
·done, man may do." 

This short, stirring quotation,and 
several more of like character which 
.any reader can peruse for himself by 
simply ordering the book, set Sam 
Spring's soul on fire to follow in 
the footsteps of these great and 
good. men. He knew many in the 
-0.istrict in which he lived to whom 
he could, at fitting opportunities, 
speak individually about Christ, 
.give a Gospel tract, or try to bring 
to the Lord's house. But before he 
-eould hope to succeed in this "home 
JniSBionary " work he felt that he 
.must first of all take the matter to 
,the Lord. Without Him he could 

do nothing. Hiii love must first 
fill his soul ; His grace must dwell 
richly in his heart ; His truth must 
give light to his understanding ; 
He must ever be present to teach 
him when to speak and when to be 
silent-what to say, and how to say 
it-what to do, and what to leave 
undone. But once having given 
himself to this work, as God 
might help him, he would not, Jet 
his success be small or gr~t, be 
easily induced to give it up. It 
should be with him a life work. To 
put his hand to the plough and 
look back would be to prove him
self unlit for the kingdom of God. 
That must never be. He saw now, 
as he had never seen it before, that 
every Christian was placed in a 
given locality to do that locality 
spiritual good. It was his duty 
· there to be " a burning and shining 
light." There was not the slightest 
necessity for a removal to a " more 
congenial sphere," or a more likely 
neighbourhood. If that ever came 
to pass, God, by His providence, 
would plainly indicate it. Thefa11t 
of being fixed in a plaee is a proof 
that God would have the Ohriatian 
resident work in thq,t place. All in 
the house should know that a Chris
tian dwelt in it. All in the street 
should become acquainted with the 
same fact. And, as far as practi
cable, the same blessed fact mould, 
by the believer's Christlike life, 
influence, and work be spread all 
around. These are the Christians 
the world wants to see and would 
believe in. They would indeed be 
" lights in the world," and as the 
" city set upon a hill, that cannot 
be hid." The reading of this book 
was the means of leading our friend, 
Sam Spring, into this truth ; and 
in our closing chapter we hope to 
show how, with his one talent, he 
put it into practice . 

(To he concluded in our next.) 
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PRIESTLY ABSOLlJTION. ' 

BY T. W. MEDBURST. 

" Why doth this inan thus apeak blas
phemiea? Who can forgive sina but 
Go.d only?"-MARK ii. 7. 

IF Christ had not been " over all, 
God blessed for ever," the scribes 
had been justified in charging Him 
with blasphemy when He said unto 
the man sick of the palsy, "Son, 
thy ~ins be forgiven thee." They 
but stated a fact when they asked 
the question, "Who can forgive 
sins but God only 1" To pardon 
the sinner is the most glorious dis
play of the whole of the attributes 
of God. 

The melancholy history of error 
. teaches us this great and instructive 
lesson, that the moment we depart 
from " that which is noted in the 
Scripture of truth," and commit our
selves to other teaehing than that 
contained in the Word of God, we 
become involved.in a labyrinth of 
difficulty and contradiction, we are 
. plunged into a sea of perplexity and 
doubt, and are become the sport of 
every wind of doctrine and of every 
wave of unbelief. Then, if God 
interpose not His sovereign grace 
to stay our onward progress, we 
shall soon be dashed to pieces on 
the bleak, rock-bound shore of utter 
scepticism. God will abandon the 
daring adventurer to ceasele'ss, ago
nising doubt. It is the very nature 
of error to propagate itself. One 
false doctrine invariably leads to 
another. The notion that ministers 
are "priests," leads to the notion 
of baptismal regeneration, to the 
erection of an altar, to the idea of a 
sacrifice thereon, to the practice of 
confession of sin, and to the fancied 
power of being able to give abso
lution. These are heresies naturally 
springing the one from the other. 
Scripture plainly teaches that we 
have but one Priest, our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, and the.t He 
alone can absolve the sinner from 
his sins, and that He freely and 
fully pardons every sinner who be
lieves in His name. He refuses 
forgiveness to none. It would be 
easy to trace the blasphemous and 
monstrolll! assumption of Tractarian
ism and of Ritualism to two causes. 
The substitution of the Church for 
Christ, and the unwarrantable exal
tation of a Christian ministry into 
a priesthood. The following ex
tracts from Tractarian sources will 
prove its bold assumption of priestly 
power. Out of their own mouth 
we condemn them :-

One writer says-" It is the 
Church to which we are to look for 
the fulfilment of those gracioUB 
words, ' He shall not break the 
bruised reed, nor shall He quench 
the smoking flax.' When once this 
glorious and ennobling view of a. 
Christian's relation to Christ in His 
Church has been received, it mus(; 
seem superfluous to draw distinc
tions between confession to God and 
confession to man." Again," Christ 
is continually incarnate · in His 

. Church." Once more, " In the 
hands of whose rulers the ordi
nances of life are deposited." 
Again, "The Confessor iE! the 
Church.'' Again," The Reformers 
refused to discern in the Catholic 
and Apostolic Church the one body 
of Christ in her priesthood, the au
thorised dispensation of His power, 
and the abiding capability of His 
functions." 

\Ve have searched the New Tes
tament through to discover some 
proof that any order of men under 
the Christian dispensation are en
titled to be called priests. We 
have searched in vain. Scripture 
knows nothing of any other priest
hood under the Gospel dispensation 
than the priesthood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that of all be-
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lievers in Him. There can be no 
priests in the Church of Christ, 
-ing there is no sacrifice now to 
be offored, Jesus having offered 
Himself the one only and perfect 
saerifice for sins for ever. The 
Greek word, keireis, is used in the 
New Testament to denote three 
orders of priesthood. The Jewish, 
to which none could belong but 
those of the family of Aaron and 
the tribe of Levi. Paul says per
fection was not by the Levitical 
priesthood, hence there was a neces
sity for another priest who was not 
after the order of Aaron, or of the 
tribe of Levi. The Jewish priest
hood is therefore done away to make 
room for the priesthood of Christ, 
who is " a priest for ever after the 
orde1· of Melchizedec, whose is an 
tl,nchangeable priesthood, a priest
hood which passes not from one to 
another." The third order of priest
hood is the Pagan, as in the Acts 

. :xif. 13, "The priest of Jupiter." 
We have been unable to find in 

. the New Testament one solitary 
passage teaching us that we should 
make confession of sins to man. 
Seripture does enjoin us to con
fess our faults" one to another," but 
that is another and altogether dif
ferent thing from making confession. 
Confession of sins must be made to 
God, who alone bath right and power 
to forgive sins. Nor have we met 
with even an isolated text that 
seems to favour the idea that " our 
Lord Jesus Christ has left power to 
His Church to absolve sinners." 
There is no such text to be found. 
To absolve from sin is the sole pre
rogative of God. 

Learn the absolu~e folly of going 
to man for absolution. If you go, 
what benefit will accrue 1 You go 
and you return as you went, yonr 
sins still remaining in all their 
number, heinousness, and guilt, in 
all their aggravation and woe: not 

one is blotted out, not one is can
celled, not one is lessened. Man 
may: have absolved them, but they 
are >not pardoned by God. Man 
may have pronounced them for
given, but God has declared He 
will by no means clear the guilty." 
You have to do in this the greatest 
and most solemn of all transactions. 
with God, through the mediation 
of Jesus, and with God only, through 
the mediation of Jesus. He who
calls himself a "priest," is but a 
man, a poor, guilty, mortal man like 
unto yourself. Absolve you? mon
strouii absurdity; why he cannot 
absolve himself! Forgive you 1 
awful delusion ! he needs to be for
given himself. If he can save you 
from hell, surely he can save him
self. Ifhe cannot save himself, how 
can he save you, unless he be in the 
place of Jesus, who would not save 
Himself and come down from the 
cross, because He would save those 
whom His Father had given Him t 
Ask him first to save himself, then 
to save you, and you summon him 
to a work which only Omnipotence 
can perform, thus making a mortal, 
sinful man equal with the Almighty 
God. Be deceived, be cheated, be 
deluded no longer. Let no ma.a 
keep you from going at once to· 
God, through His only and weU
beloved Sun Jesus Christ, of whom 
alone is it declared, " He is able to 
save unto the uttermost all that 
come unto God by Him, seeing Be 
ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. Through this man jg preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins, and 
by Him all who believe are justified 
from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of 
Moses." "This man recaiveth sin
ners," and Be will receive you if 
you go to Him. Go to Him just a11 
you are, and Be will not cast you 
out, because He fa mighty to save. 

Landport, Portsmouth. 
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GRACIOUS TREATMENT. 

BY REV. W. ABBO'I'l'. 

"A bruised reed shall He not break, 
and smoking flax shall He not quench, 
tiJl He ,,send forth:. judgment unto 
victory. -MATT. xn. 20. 

THE two sides of the Redeemer's 
-character are brought out with 
much force and interest in the 
paragraph before us. He is here 
the Prince full of Majesty, the 
Saviour full of mercy. He is able 
and willing to save, rich and gene
rous to bless; powerful to help, and 
as compassionate to befriend. 

We have also the adaptation of 
His Gospel to all states of mind, 
classes of life, and in all ages and 
all parts of the world. It brings 
good news, and sets the Saviour 
before them all. Facts also show 
its adaptation; cases to the point 
of saved sinners are reported to us. 
For this aspect of the Gospel we 
thank God. 

The text is both prophecy and 
history-a prophecy that has come 
true, and as true is most precious, 
"a faithful saying and worthy of 
all acceptation.'' 

The Redeemer is here repre
sented in the exercise of His grace ; 
in its objects, process, and issue. 

First.-The objects of the Re
deemer's grace. Those persons 
whose states of mind are described 
by the metaphors, " bruised reed," 
" amoking flax." The subjects 
gathered into His spiritual king
dom are here represented by these 
:figures of speech. This is not the 
class of subjects a haughty monarch 
would select, but just the opposite 
-those full of spirit and bravery. 
Concerning Christ's it is said, "Not 
many mighty, not many noble are 
called. God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty." 

These metaphors may apply to 

many cases, but in a spiritual sense 
to those minds bruised under 'a 
conviction of sin, who feel t.lte 
pressure and burden of it, vho 
long for pardon, freedom, and 
salvation through Jesus Christ, 
there are many bruising, crushing 
troubles, temptations, persecutions, 
that require the compassion of 
Jesus to bind up and bear up the 
broken spirit. 

It has been said that the bruised 
reed represents the negative side of 
religion, and the smoking flax the 
positive. We may add that the 
one may represent the passive, 
and the other the active state of 
the soul under the influence of the 
grace of Christ. There is in a 
bruised !Ind contrite spirit a deep 
and powerful sense of sin; a living, 
though feeble desire for the Saviour, 
for pardon, healing, and revival. 

In many Christians this is the 
state of mind for years, and perhaps 
through life. There is a little life, 
but many fears ; there is hope in 
Christ, but much depression. There 
is a feebleness of gifts and graces, 
There may be gleams of joy, but no 
continued sunshine; glimpses of 
heaven, but many obscuring clouds; 
hopes of heaven, but many fears of 
getting there. Such need the com
passion of the Saviour to help them 
on. 

8econd.-The process of the Re
deemer's grace. " He will not 
b1-ealc the bruised reed, nor queneh 
the smoking flax." He will deal 
patiently and gently with them. 
He wi!l not treat the bruised reed 
as useless, nor the smoking flax: as 
offensive; but will bind up the one, 
and raise the ot.her to a bright and 
useful flame. 

" He'll never quench the smoking 
flax, 

But raise it to a flame; 
The bruised reed He never breaks, 

Nor scorns the meanest name." 
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. What proof and illustration this 
prophetic description of the Re
deemer's character received during 
:His public ministry, in the many 
applicants that sought Hill mercy 
and power to help and succour 
them. His heart is still touched 
with our griefs, and is ready to 
supply our needs. His grace is 
great, near at hand, and freely 
bestowed. 

TMrd.-The issue of the Re
deemer's graee. " Till he send 
forth judgment unto victory," inti
mating that His Gospel shall be 
successful, and His grace victorious. 
How often the power and peace of 
religion are provEcd on a sick and 
dying bed. During the life the 
experience may have been fearful 
and desponding, but in death the 

all-sufficient grace of Christ has 
raised the dying above weakness 
and pain, and given calm, sure joy, 
if no ecstasy. 

Here is the spiritual victory ; the 
enemy seeks to perplex and depress 
the weak and timid, but the Cap
tain of salvation renews theil"' 
strength, so that "out of weakness 
they become strong." "Thanks be 
unto God, who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

So shall His cause succeed, and 
His kingdom extend in the world ; 
His truth shall propagate and pre
vail ; its light shall impress, its 
sunshine give joy, and its genial 
influence be seen in myriads of con
verts doing ceaseless honour to th& 
Saviour. 

Blunham. 

igings irabe anh iltasimt. 

SUPPLY EXPERIENCES. 

II. 

GEORGE ScoTT. 

THE beneficial results of religion in 
the present life are often spoken of, 
but perhaps are not enforced with 
all the emphasis they deserve. 
While the greatest result of con
l'ersion will be reaped in the future, 
numerous blessings in the present 
life may be traced to the same 
source. The following simple inci
dent hail deeply impressed this fact 
upon my mind. 

No one in the little village of 
L----was better known than George 
Scott. His notoriety was not the 
result of his remarkable talents, nor 
was it due to any manifestations of 
superior cleverness. He was famous 
simply because he was the laziest 

and most mischievous lad in the 
whole village. It was vr;ry seldom 
that he crossed the threshold of the 
parish school, and as there was at 
that time no School Board officer 
to look up the truants, he contrived 
to lead a lazy, purposeless life. His 
widowed mother, a respectable hard
working woman, waB sorely puzzled 
to know what to do with him ; butas 
it was evident that he would not go 
to school, she sought to obtain some 
work for him in the village. Out 
of consideration for her several far
mers and tradesmen agreed to give 
him a trial, but very speedily were 
compelled to get rid of him again. 
Farmer :Barnard, to whom he went 
first, declared that such an out
rageous young scamp would come 
to no good end; and Mr. Foxley, 
the grocer, who caught him one 
day scattering pepper about when 
the shop was full of customers, as,. 
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serted that it was utterly useless to 
attempt to improve such a rascal. 

It was about this time that I first 
remember to have seen young Scott. 
I had been sent down to stay with 
some friends at L-- in order to 
re,cruit my health during the mid
summer holidays, and just after I 
.arrived my friends were persuaded 
by Mrs. Scott to give George a trial 
on their farm. As I had the full 
run of the establishment I was fre
quently brought into contact with 
this incorrigible scapegrace, and I 
am afraid that I used to listen to 
the stories of his rebellion and mis
chief with more of admiration than 
displeasure. My acquaintance with 
George was not attended with any 
beneficial results to myself. I be
came the instrument by which he 
effected his mischievous tricks, and 
on more than one occasion received 
the blame and punishment which 
in justice ought to have been his. 
One day he induced me to mount 
a skittish colt that had the run of 
the paddock in the rear of the 
farmliouse, and no sooner had I 
mounted than he startled the horse 
into a violeut gallop. Being a Lon
doner, and almost of consequence 
.an unskilful horseman, it was not 
long before I was deposited, with 
.-soiled and torn clothes, in the bot
tom of a ditch. This exploit, 
,coming on the top of other faults, 
secured George's dismissal from the 
farm, and as my stay at L-- was 
not prolonged I saw no more of my 
companion in mischief. It did not, 
,however, occasion me any great sur
.prise to learn soon after that, in 
consequence of the robbery of an 
,orchard and other petty acts of dis
honesty, he had bee,n sent to a Re
formatory for several years. 

A considerable time had elapsed 
since these events, and I had almost 
forgotten the existence of George 
-Scott, when one Sunday I went to 

supply the pulpit of a friend in the 
town of W--, not a very great 
distance from the metropolis. On 
the Sunday afternoon a person came 
to the house where I was staying, 
with the request that I would go at 
once to see a man who was very ill 
and appeared to be dying. I readily 
followed the messenger, who led the 
way to a back street of the town 
and into a house which bore every 
mark of poverty. At the bidding 
of my guide I ascended the stairs to 
a room-half garret, half Joft--at 
the top of the house, and here, 
stretched upon some straw in the 
darkest corner, lay the man I had 
come to see. It was evident at 
once, from the little notice he took 
of my entrance and the gruff manner 
in which he- replied to, or rather 
repelled, my inquiries, that I had 
been summoned at the wish of the 
woman who kept the house, rather 
than his own. Seeing,however,'that 
he was very weak and evidently 
dangerously ill, I was determined 
to press the truths of the Gospel 
upon his notice, and accordingly 
began to speak of the great change 
which awaits us all but which 
seemed to be so very near him, and 
the importauce of being ready when
ever we might be called. Such 
words seemed to rouse his anger as 
well as his fear, for, turning round 
suddenly, he exclaimed, in a voice 
in which wrath and terror were 
strangely blended, "I'm not a-going 
to die yet ; I'll get better without 
any of your cant." Almost as soon 
as he turned his face to the light I 
recognised him. Sadly altered, in
deed, by the indulgence of vice and 
the inroads of disease, but still it 
was George Scott plainly enough. 
In my astonishment I uttered his 
name ; he looked up iu surprise, as 
he was passing in his lodgings 
under a false one. He did not at 
first remember me; but when I re-
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minded him of where we had met 
he was evidently glad to see me, 
and not a little affected at the 
memory of his earlier life and of 
his good old mother, who some years 
before had been called to her rest. 
To all my endeavours to impress 
the truths of religion upon him he 
seemed to turn a deaf ear. On the 
Monday morning, before leaving 
W--, I called to see him again, 
but came away with little hope 
that the Word had found an abiding 
place in his heart. I left a note 
for the minister, telling him of the 
case and asking him to see George 
from time to time. 

Two years had elapsed before I 
a.gain met my friend, the minister 
at W--. One of the first inquiries 
I made was concerning George 
Scott. It was with deep pleasure, 
and also with no little surprise, that 
I learned that he had become a mem
ber of my friend's church, and was 
reckoned one of their most active 
and efficient workers. , He had ob
tained a situation in the town, and 

THE LITTLE FRENCH 
DRUMMER BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT. 

BY M. E. ll, 

CHAPTER VIII. 

So:r,CE time after, the victorious 
French troops entered Smolensk. 

The Bishop of Smolensk managed 
to escape in a coach closely shut up, 
with the sacred image of the Mother 
of God, who had the repute of 
having wrought mapy miracles, but 
now she was quite unable to save 

discharged his duties in such a way 
as to give complete satisfaction to 
his employers. 

From this time I heard none but 
good accounts of him. In a few 
years, so steady had been his pro
gress that, with the assistance of a 
few friends, hewns able to establish 
himself in business and to take to 
himself a wife. Strange to say, he 
married a daughter of Farmer Bar
nard, who had before pronounced 
him "a young scamp who would 
come to no good," but who now 
willingly gave his consent to the 
match. 

Not long since I paid a visit to 
George, and was pleased to observe 
the manifest tokens of the pros
perity which surrounded him. "Ah, 
sir," said he, as he showed me into 
his comfortably furnished parlour 
and introduced me to his pretty 
wife, "there's a deal of difference 
between this and the place you 
found me in at W-- ; but it's 
religion that's done it all ! " 

J.E.M. 

herself or her superstitious votaries. 
Still, she was as much an object of 
worship and veneration as ever l 

The little drummer started off 
for a walk about the town the very 
day of their arrival ; he seemed 
quite satisfied with the result of his 
solitary ramble. . 

He had carefully studied the faces 
of all the men he saw; he had 
looked at them with a smiling coun
tenance, and appeared to examine 
them as minutely as a merchant 
does the wares he intends pur
chasing. 

It was those blessed with hand-
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some flowing beards that excited his 
interest and admiration. 

He saw several Russians with 
thick, bushy beards, bnt of so ugly 
a. reddish colour that, after criti
cising them attentively, he turned 
away in disgust, and resolved upon 
going further. · 

At length, after going up a wind
ing street, he came to the part of 
the town assigned to the Jews, for 
here, as in other places in Russia 
and Poland, they are the chief 
dealers in every species of mer
chandise, and have a quarter spe
cially set apart for them to live in, 

No sooner had Frolut entered 
this neighbourhood than his eyes 
brightened with pleasure. 

Picture to yourself the most 
splendid beards in the world, and 
moreover as black as ebony; for 
the Jewish people, scattered among 
all nations, according to what was 
foretold by their inspired prophets, 
and our Saviour Himself, still pre
serve in a remarkable degree their 
peculiar features in every respect, 
even to the shade of their com
plexion and their lustrous black 
hair. 

So our little drummer was in 
ecstasies. · 

.At last he seemed to have fully 
made up his mind how to proceed. 
He entered a shop where he had 
noticed a tradesman with ·a mag
nificent long black beard. 

The shopkeeper came forward, 
and inquired, in an humble tone and 
in wretched French-

" What may you want, my little 
gentleman?" 

" I want your beard," repliecl 
Frolut, bluntly. 

"My beard ! " exclaimed the 
astonished man ; " you are surely 
joking." 

"I tell you th'at I mean to have 
your beard," replied the proud Vie
tor, laying his hand on his sabre ; 
" but I don't wish to steal it. There 
is a piece of twenty francs-you 
can give me the change out of it." 

The unfortunate shopkeeper tried 
to induce his customer to listen to 
reason; but he was as obstinate as 
a mule, and the dispute became so 
noisy as to attract the attention 
of some soldiers who were passing. 
They entered the shop to find out 
what was going on, and were so 
highly diverted at the little drum
mer's original idea of making the 
poor Jew sell his beard, that they 
forced him to sit down, and the 
barber of the regiment, pulling his 
razors out of his pocket, began to 
shave the unhappy Jew; then, with 
mock solemnity, he presented the 
splendid black hair to Frolut, who 
carried it off in triumph. 

When he joined his regiment he 
asked the tailor to sew the hair on 
a piece of skin off a drum that he 
had reserved on purpose ; and with
out saying a syllable to any one of 
his intentions, he deposited the 
precious beard at the bottom of his 
knapsack. 

For several days this curious ad
venture was the subject of genera.I 
gossip with the soldiers; but soon 
other things had to be thought of ; 
and though Lisette made a point of 
asking the little drummer what he 
meant to do with his extraordinary 
purchase, she could obtain no satis
tactory reply from this reserved 
boy. The utmost he would say on 
the matter was-

" Time will prove." 
He had evictently determined to 

keep his secret to himself. 

{To be continued.) 



POETRY. 

TIRED. 

"Ill weariness and painjUlness."-2 Cm;. :xi. 27. 

TIRED! oh, so tired, so weary oft am I, 
Then sweetly comes the thought, there'll be resting by-and-by; 
Rest for the weary limbs, rest for the aching head, 
Rest from all toil and labour, among the quiet dead. 

Tired! oh, so tired, oh, how I long for rest, 
When shall I find it, Saviour, upon Thy loving breast? 
When wilt Thou give me wings, that I may fly away, 
To that blessed place prepared, where I shall rest for aye? 

Tired! oh, so tired, ah, when will cease this pain? 
'Will ease, and health, and strength be ever mine again ? 
Cease, cease, my soul, to question. It is thy Father's wilt 
'£hat thou shouldst bear this languor, therefore be still-be still. 

Tired! oh, so tired, of the weary strife with sin, 
Of trials from without antl temptations from within, 
When shall the fight be finished, and all the strife be done? 
,vhen shall the raco be over, and the crown of victory won? 

Tired! oh, so tired, and Satan whispers in my breast, 
"' Cease for awhile this struggle aud take a little rest; 
Thou canst not ever bo on guard, nor always watch and pray;" 
Oh God, my God, hold Thou me up, er I shall fall away. 

Let me feel that underneath is Thine everlasting arm, 
Shield me in every conflict, protect myself from harm ; 
Help me, with meek submission, to rest upon Thy love, 
To beat· the cross while here below, then rest with Thee above. 

Soon, soon will come the glory of the long-expected day, 
When the gladsome morn shall break and the shadows flee away, 
When the Saviour in His glory with all His saints shall come, 
To gather in His people to their everlasting home. 

There we shall no more hunger, shall never thirst again, 
There we shall :i;io more weary, ,md never feel a pain; 
But day and night nnwearied, we shall for ever raise, 
To Him who loved and bought, eternal songs of praise. 

S. o:s S. A,rgnst 2D, 1S73; 
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CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. J. MARSHALL, of America, has 
accepted the invitation of the church 
at Netherton to become their pastor. 

Rev. J. K. Chappell has resigned the 
pastoral'charge of the church at Faken
ham, Norfolk, having accepted a call 
to Shore Chapel, Todmorilen, York
shire. 

Rev. W. M. Lewis has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Bridgwater. 

Rev.John Evans, of Glyn, Neath, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the Tabernacle, Pontypool. 

Rev. W. H. Payne, of Bugbrook, 
Northamptonshire, has accepted a cali 
to the church at Lyndhurst, Rants. 

Rev. J. Hart, of Stantonbury, has 
accepted a call to the church at Pot
ter's-bar, N. 

Rev. W. P. Laurence has resigned 
the pastorate of the church at Gilling
ham, which he has held for ,soven 
years. 

Rev. A. Braina, of Winchester, has 
accepted a call to the church at Holy
rood-strect, Chard. 

Rev. A. F. Mills,, of Neath, Glam., 
has accepted an invitation from :North 
Frederick-street, Glasgow. 

Rev. A. Knell, after nearly twelve 
years' pastorate at Bi!deston, has ac
cepted the invitation of the church at 
Ridgmount, Beds. 

Dr. S. G. Green has resigned his con
nection with Rawdon College, and ac
cepted the office of general editor for 
the Religious Tract Society, vacant by 
the appointment of Dr. S. Manning to 
the secretariat. 

An elderly Baptist minister would 
like to supply a vacant Baptist church 
two Sundays and longer,provided there 
be fair promise of fruit and unanimity. 
~~itable references on application. 
S1pna, 15, Bedford-terrace, Ealing, 
Middlesex. 

KEW CHAPELS. 

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE 
OF THE GENERAL BAPTIST WESTBOURNE
PARK CHAPEL.-The church meeting 
in Praed-street Chapel, under the pas
torate of Rev.John Clifford,M.A.,LL.B., 
have succeeded in purchasing a free
hold site for a new place of worship at 
the junction of Porchester-road and 
Westbonrnc-villas, near the Royal Oak 
Station of tho Metropolitan Railway. 
The ceremony of laying the foundation 
stone took place on Monday, July 10th 
when Sir H. Havelock, M.P., attended 
to discharge this office in the presenca 
of a large assembly. Dr. Landels gave 
an address, and a statement of some 
length was made by Mr. Clifford. When 
built this house of God will seat 1,000 
persons, besides giving ample space for 
sc!1ools, class-rooms, &c. The expense 
will be £8,000. A tea meeting was 
held in the school-room of Praed-street 
Chapel, and in the chapel a public 
meeting,addressed by Mr. Daniel Grant 
(chairman) and a number of ministers 
and other friends. The day's collections 
amounted to £1,120. It is expected 
that the new church will be opened in 
about a year. The architect is Mr. J. 
Wallis Chapman, whose plans promise 
the erection of a structure noble in 
appearance and sensibly adapted for 
its intended purpose. 

The foundation stone of a new chapel 
in White llorse-road, Croydon, to be 
used as a mission station in connection 
with Rev. J. A. Spurgeon's church, was 
lai~ on Monday, July 10. It is being 
~mlt at the expense of l\Irs. Guerri~r, 
m memory of her fathor, the late re
spected Mr. Joyn~o;1, of St. Mary Cray. 
The stone was laid by Mrs. Guerrier's 
son, a.nd an address delivered by Rev. 
J. A. Spurgeon. 
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PRESENTATIONS. 

REV, SAMUEL SKINGLE, on leaving 
the pastorate of the church at Irvine, 
Ayrshire, on which he entered about 
twelve months ago, has been presented 
at a public meeting in the Town Hall, 
Provost Paterson presiding, with an 
address and a purse of thirty-five 
sovereigns. Rev. H. Reid, M.A., made 
the presentation. The address was 
signed by all the ministers of Irvine 
and Fn11erton, and by nearly all the 
elders of the various churches. Mr. 
Skingle's Bible-class gave his wife a 
silver cake-basket; and the Good Tem
plars presented Mr. Skingle with an 
address, printed ·in gold and framed. 
Finally, the . personal friends of the 
pastor and his wife, to the number of 
about a hundred, entertained them to 
tea in the Gopd Templars' Hall, Mr. J. 
Y nille, senior deacon, presiding. 

Rev. H. Dolamore preached farewell 
sermons on the 11th inst. at tho chapel 
fa Stafford, and on Monday was pre
irented with an illuminated address from 
the members of his theological class, 
and a purse of £17 from the church. 

At Commercial-road Chapel, on the 
27th ult., the pastor, Rev. J. Fletcher, 
ou behalf of the friends, presented to 
'Mr. Qniney, the senior deacon, a purse 
containing £20. Mr. Quiney has been 
a member of the church forty-seven 
years, and a deacon twenty-two years. 

Rev. J. D. Rodway, of Ramsgate, 
has been presented, at the second anni
versary of his settlement in that place, 
with a purse of gold. 

Re-v. J. Argyle has been presented 
with a testimonial on leaving the pas
torate of the church at Chadlington. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

CHRISTCHURCH, HANTS.-A pleasant 
eenice has recently been held, when 
the recently-elected pastor was set 
a.part to the work of the ministry. The 
devotional service was conducted by 
Rev. J. W. Walker. Rev. R. Colman 
explained the circumstances under 
which the building had been erected, 
a.nd Mr. Thompson invited to become 

the pastor of the united. church at East 
Parley and Christchurch: Mr. Thomp
son stated his reasons for accepting 
tho ~all of the church ; Rev. J. B. Burt 
offered the ordination prayer ; and the 
Rev .Professor Gotch, of Bristol College, 
delivered the charge to the pastor from 
the word,i, "We then, as workers to
gether with Him, beseech you also that 
ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain." Tea was also provided in the 
chapel, and at seven o'clock a public 
meeting was held, presided over by 
Dr. Gotch. Rev. J. H. Osborne, of 
Poole, gave an address on the words, 
" Encourage your Minister ; " Rev. J. 
B. Burt, of Beaulieu, spoke on the 
Right and Duty of Dissent; and Rev. 
J. J. Fitch, of Lymington, urged the 
importance of church work. Rev. R. 
Colman, of Bournemouth, then gave 
the :financial statement, from which it 
appeared that various necessary addi
tions and alterations had increased the 
debt upon the building to £100. The 
collection amounted to nearly £4. Brief 
addreeses were afterwards given by 
Revs. T. Evans, H. C. Leonard, J. W. 
Walker, and J. Thompson. The meet
ings were largely attended, many friends 
having come over from Lymington, 
Bournemouth, and Poole. 

SHREWSDURY. - Services connected 
with the recognition of Rev. W. W. 
Robinson o.s pastor of the church at 
Claremont-street were held on July 
2nd and 3rd. Rev. G. Rogers preached 
twice on the Sunday, and on Mondo.y 
evening a pleasant service was held in 
the chapel. Rev. J. Nisbet Wallace 
offered the opening prayer, Rev. G. 
Kettle read the Scriptures, after which 
Mr. Rogers gave the charge to the 
pastor, founded on the text "A good 
minister of Jesus Christ." The charge 
to the church was delhered by Rev. E. 
D. Wilkes, secretary of the Shropshire 
Baptist Association. Nearly every 
Nonconformist minister in Shrewsbury 
was present, and several of the Baptist 
ministers in the county. 

REV. W. HILLIER recehed public re
cognition on the 12th June as po.stor of 
the church in Prince's Risborongh. 
Among the speakers who welcomed the 
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new pastor was Mrs. Jackson, sister of 
Rav. C. H. Spurgeon. Mrs. Jackson 
oocnpied the pulpit of the church on 
the previous Sunday morning and even
ing, ,and preached two excellent ser
mons. 

REV. THOMAS BRAY was recognised 
as pastor of the church at King's Sut
ton, Northamptonshire, on the 13th of 
Jun&. About _212 sat down to tea. 
W. Cnbitt, Esq., took the chair, and the 
new pastor was very warmly welcomed 
by the ministers aro1md·. 

0RL'IFORD CHAPEL,NEAR HOUNSLOW. 
-A public meeting was held on Tues
day, July {th, to recognise .ilfr. Edgar 
Hewlett, late of Wilderness-row Chapel, 
London, as pastor of the church, 
Georgo Eaton, Esq., presided. The 
following ministers took part in the 
proceedings :-Revs. T. G. Atkinson, of 
Homsey, T. Davies, Poplar, E. Thom
aett, Slaithwate, W.l:... Blake, Brentford, 
and A. Hill, Hayes. 

1IISCELLA1\'EOUS. 

THE GENERAL BAPTIST ASSO-
CIATION. 

IT may not be known to all our readers 
that in 1770 a secession from the General 
Baptist Assembly took place on account 
of the growing tendency of many of the 
ministers and churches to low views of 
the divinity and sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesn.s Christ. The seceding clmrchos 
numbered fewer than 2,000 members, 
but the " New Connexion " now em
braces npwards of 22,000 members, and 
can compare worthily as to its pastor
shlp, village preaching agency, and 
Sunday-school activities with any other 
Evangelical communion. Its Foreign 
Mission in Orissa(British India), though 
not numerically large, is a model as to 
the systematic efficiency of its preach
ing, printing, and school i:rr~ngements. 
Tho 107th Annual Assoc1at10n (as the 
General Baptist annual gathering is 
called) was held at Derby this year, 
commencing on Monday evening, June 
19th, and closing on Thursday night, 
22nd. A wonderful amount of useful 
work was packed into these forty-six 
business hours, including intermissions 

for necessary refreshment. On tha
:r.f onday evening, besides devotional 
exercises, a thoughtful paper dealing 
with sceptical objections to prayer, was. 
read by Rev. W. E. Winks, of Wis
beach. At seven on Tuesday morning 
an hoU1's social meeting was occupied/ 
with prayer, praise, and a telling address. 
ou "Spiritual Life" by Rev. G. W • 
.1\f'Cree, of Borough-road Chapel, Lon
don. After breakfast the Association 
was formally constituted and the Presi
dential chair taken by Rev. W. Buckley, 
D.D., one of the Orissa missionaries, 
about to return to his field of loved and 
lengthened labour. Bis address to the 
members of the Association, consisting 
of ministers and representatives, laid 
great emphasis on th& maintenanc& of 
Scriptural views of the atonem&nt, ancl 
vigorour,ly repudiated all Romish snb
stitutions for the on& great work of tha
Divine Head of the Church. Mr. F. 
Thompson, of Derby, was elected vice
chairman of the Association, and Rev. 
C. Clarke, B.A., of Ashby-de-la-Zouch~ 
acted as secr~tary. The morning ses
sion was held in Osmaston-road Church 
-au elegant and spacious structure 
built in Church of England fashion:, 
spire and all-and concluded with an 
address from Dr. Landds, who attended: 
from the Baptist Union to ask the sup
port of the General Baptists for several 
of the Union's schemes, particularly 
the Pastors' Annuity Fund. The doctor 
metwithacordial welcome,andreeeived 
some practical responses to his appeal. 
The afternoon was spent in St. Mary's 
Gate Chapel-a capacious building of 
the "meeting-house" order, and cir~ 
cular in shape-where the subscribers. 
to the Foreign :Mission.listened to the 
annual report, and discussed several 
important questions in relation to Mis
sionary operations, including the work 
of Father Grassi in Rome, to which the
General Baptists are contributing pe
cuniary aid. In the evening Osmaston
road Chapel was filled to listen to
excellent speeches on behalt of the 
Home Mission, but an uneCJ!lal division 
of the time taken by the speakers gave 
some more than their proper share and 
others less. Chairmen should guard 
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;iga.inst this injustice by regulating the 
c,r&tory on such oeeasions. On Wed
:nesday at 7 a.m. a large assembly again 
met to sing aud pray, and benefit by a 
stirring address by Rev. W. Evans, of 
Leicester, on the fuller use of Christian 
privileges and a more grateful enjoy-
11\8nt of their promised blessings. At 
9 o'clock a conference on Sunday-school 
work was held iu the London-road 
Chapel (Congregational). Then back 
the tide rolled to Osmaston-road Church, 
where the first and principal Associ
ation sermon was preached to a congre
gation densely filling the entire edifice, 
service commencing at 11 o'clock. The 
preacher was Rev. J. C. Jones, M.A., 
of Spalding, who took as his text the 
words of Jesus: "I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly" (John x.10). 
The sermon was argumentative, elo
quent, and impressive; but as the 
delivery lasted an hour and a half, fol
lowing a prayer half an hour in duration, 
all on a broiling day-its perusal will 
give more enjoyment than was possible 
in listening to it, though the attention 
of the con~rogation was rotained to the 
last. Had it been shorter, however, it 
had been sweeter; a principle of which 
preachers are often seeptical in regard 
to their own productions. In the after
noon St. Mary's Gate Chapel was filled 
with communicants at the Lord's Sup
per, the address being given by Rev. 
W.R. Stevenson, M.A., of Nottingham. 
In the same place in the evening a 
-0rowded meeting was hold on behalf of 
the Foreign Mission, when a storm of 
thunder and lightning raging outside 
was symbolic of the rolling rhetorie 
and flashing wit of the speeches, espe
cially those by Rev. J. Clifford, M.A., 
of London, and Rev. Giles Hester, of 
Sheffield. On Thursday morning the 
Rev. G. Needham winsomely discoursed 
in St. Mary's Gate Chapel at 7 a.m. on 
the subject of family religion; and the 
Test of the day was spent in Osmaston
road Church in hearing the report of the 
College Committee; discussing, and aug
menting the Chapel Bt1ilding and Loan 
Fund, reconstitutionising the Home 
Missionary Society, with a variety of 

other matters too numerons to mentio;a. 
here; but allusion must not be forborne 
to the circular letter on " Christian 
Giving," read by Rev. J. Fletcher, of 
Commercial-road Chapel,London. This 
was humorous, graphic, and persuasive, 
and just the thing to circulate freely 
with an assurance of a good return,. 
It is reprinted in a tract form, 'and can 
be obtained from Winks and Son, Lei
cester, at 5s. per 100. The Ass<>ciation 
concluded its last sitting about 10 
o'cloek, afterresolvingthat anew hymn
book should be prepared for publi
cation. The report as to the General 
Baptist Magazine, the denominational 
organ, edited by Rev. J. Clifford, LL.B., 
was very satisfactory. The Osmaston
road Temperance Society had arranged 
for a special Temperance meeting in 
the Temperance Hall, which was largely 
attended the same evening, and ad
dressed by several ministers in attend
ance on the Association. Many Bap
tist and other Christian residents in 
Derby showed commendable hospitality 
in providing for the bo-dily comforts of 
the members of the Association. An ex
cursion to Melbourne had been planned 
for the Friday, but this was shorn of 
its attractions by a disagreeable change 
in the weather. The great bulk of the 
visitors did not remain to verify a pre
dicted clearing up at noon, but departed 
their several ways, glad that they had 
taken part in engagements so congeniat 
to the Christia,n spirit, and contribniive, 
as they had reason to believe, to the 
progress of that lingdom which ia 
"righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Iloly Ghost." 

ALPERTO:S-, SUDllURY, ?,f:mDLESEX.
The first anniversary meeting was held 
on Thursday, June 22, when visitor■ 
flocked in from Harrow, Brentford, and 
other adjacent places, as well as from 
London. The afternoon sermon was 
preached by Rev. J. R. Wood, of Hol
loway. Toa was afterwards partaken 
of in a spacious marquee, and at half
past six a public meeting was held in 
the chapel. Mr. Harvey, of Green
wich, was to have presided., as he did 
at the opening last summer, but in his 
unavoidable absence his place was filled 
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by the Rev. Mr. Edwards, of Camden 
Town, addresses being gfven by the 
chairman, and the Revs. W. A. Blake, 
of Brentford, J. Smith, T. R. Finch, 
and T.Morgan,Lieut.-General Copland
Crawford, and Mr. John Chapman. 
The collections and donations reached 
about £250, which, added to the amount 
previously raised, leaves but a small 
debt. 

flEYFORD, NORTHAMPTONSIDRE, -
Jubilee services, in connection with the 
50th anniversary of the opening of the 
_ chapel, were held July 12th and 13th. 
The children of the Sunday-school had 
dinner, tea, and gifts on the former day, 
and on the 13th the Rev. R. E. Brad
field, of Rushdan, preached from Zee. 
x. 4. Tea was held in the day
achool, about 250 being present. An 
open air meeting was afterwards held, 
the Rev. J. T. Brown, vice-president 
of the Baptist Union, presiding. The 
pastor, Rev. W.R. Payne, read a history 
of the church, and addresses were de
livered by Revs. J.Hedges, of Spratton, 
T. Henson, of Buckly, and R. E. Brad
field, and Mr. Cosford. There were 
liberal collections towards the recent 
renovation of the chapel, 

MR. JOSEPH PETERS presided, for the 
eleventh time, being every year since 
the chapel was erected, at the anniver
sary of the Kilburn-park Church. It 
was reported that during the eleven 
years 1,400 scholus havo passed 
throbgh the Sunday-school. The pro
ceeds amounted to. £80, about £60 of 
which was given by the chairman. The 
Revs. T. Hall and E. W. Turbox are 
working together happily as co-pastors. 
The chapel has been renovated at a 
cost of £70, and £100 has boen paid off 
the schoolroom debt. 

VERY successful meetings have been 
held to celebrate the opening of the 
chapel in York, and the first anniver
sary of the settlement of Rev. T. E. 
Cozens Cooke as pastor. • Rev. G. W. 
M•Cree preached twice to large con
gregations. The proceeds were nearly 
£40. 

THE anniversary of the Sunday
echool, Rickmansworth, was held on 
Lord'i-day, July 9th, when two sermons 

were preached by the Rev. W. A. Blake; 
of Brentford. In the afternoon a meet
ing was held, when a number of selected 
pieces were recited and sung by the 
children, the Wesleyan and Mill-end 
schools being united with them. An 
address was also delivered by tha Rev. 
W. A. Blake. 

THE first number has appeared of 
the County Quarterly, an organ of the 
Huntingdonshire churches, edited by 
Rev. J. H. MiUard, B.A., of Huntingdon. 
Its contents are varied and attractive, 
and full of local interest. 

FR.A.NKSBRIDGE, RADNORSHIRE.-
Special services were held in the Baptist 
Chapel, on Thursday and Friday, June 
15th and 16th. Sermons wore preached 
to large congregations, by Revs. J. 
Jones, W. Jenkins, and W. H. Price. 
A goodly number assembled. 

BAPTISMS. 
Attleborougli, N orfolk.-June 18, One, by E. 

Mason. 
Bangor.-June 2S, Two; July 2, Three, by 

C. Davies. 
Bangor.-July 2, at the English Chapel, Two, 

by W. H. Bishop. 
Bath.-July 9, at the Widcombe Chapel, Six, 

by Jno. Huntley. 
Belfast.-Jnly 9, at the Regent-street Church, 

Two, by G. W. Cross. 
Bish<>p Aucklao<i-June 18, Five, by H. Gray. 
Bradford.-J une 25, at Zion Chapel, Twenty

three, byJ. W. Ashworth. 
Brynhyfry(/, Ebbw Vale.-June 2~, One, by 

John Griffiths. 
Burford, Oxon.-July 2, Two, by J. Flory. 
Caraijf.-July z, at Bethany Chapel, Ten, by 

Thos. Phillips. 
Caer,ws1 Montgomeryshire.-June 4, Five, 

by Jacob Nicholas. · 
Carlton, Beds.-June 18, Four, by John Juli. 
Carmarthen.-June 18, at the Tabernacle, 

Three; June 21, One, by J. Thomas. 
Wiatteris.-June 25, Four, by H. B. Robinson. 
Chatham.-June 26, at Ziou Chapel, Nine, by 

James Smith. 
Christchurch, Hants.-July I, Three, by J: 

Thompsou. 
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Cla/1 Cr<>M,-June 22, Four, by W. Williams. 
(!old Inn, Pemb.--June 11, One, by J. 

Phillips; July 9, Ffve, by J. Phillips. • 
(!oolig, Ireland,-June 25, One, by John 

Harris, 
(!ullingworth, Bingley, Yorks,-June 2.1, Si:,:. 

by C. B. Berry. 
Dei·bv.--Juiy -, at Agard-street Chapel, . 

One, by H. A. Blount. 
])olgelly.-July 2, Two, by H. Morgan. 
J)oi,er,--July 4, at Salem Chapel, Ten; July 

ii, Nine, by J. F. Frewin. 
Dunfermline.--June 21, One, by J, T. Hagen. 
Exete,•.--June 18, at Bartholemew-street 

Chapel, Five, by E. S. Neale. 
Ege.--Juna 25, Two, by W. W. Haines. 
Guucoe<l, near Pontypool, Mon.--June 25, 

Four, by J. Tucker, 
G/a,gO'llJ,-June 25, at North Frederiek

street,. Three, by T. W. Medhurst, of Land port. 
Great Leiglls, Essex.--June 22, Three, by R. 

C. Sowerby, 
Hampt sto,eclimilawt, Cornwall.-June 13, 

Six, by E. Dingle_ 
Holyhead.-July 2, One, byW. R. Saunders. 
Holghead.-July 9, at Bethel, Nine, by R. 

Thomas, 
Horeb, Llanelly.-July 2, Seyen, by J. G. 

Phillips. 
Hull.--June IS, at Geo1·ge-street Chapel, Six, 

by John Odell. 
lsleham.-July 2, Four, in the River Lark, 

by W. E. Davies. 
Launceston.--Juna 18, Eight, by J, Wilson, 
Landbeach, Cambs.--J une 4, Four, by Mr. 

Willi&ms. · 
Lee<t!.--June 29, at Hunslet Tabernacle, Six, 

by J, Hillman. 
Lewes.-July 9, Eight, by W. J. Scott. 
Lifton, Devon.--July 2, Nine, by G. Parker. 
Little Staughton.--July 4, Three, by W. G. 

Coote. 
Li•erpool, Old Swa.n.-J une 25, Eight, by D. 

Jones. 
L,uerpool.-MP.y 31, at Soho-street Chapel 

Four, by Eli E. Walker. 
Maia,tone.--June 28, at Union-street Ch.,pel, 

~ine, by G. Walter. 
Malt<m.-June 28, Seven, by W. Smith. 
Manchester.--J uly 12, at Union Chapel, Six, 

ily A. McLaren, B.A, 
Mel/ham, Yorks.-June 29, One, by J. Alder-

1on. 

Melttm. Mowbrav.-June 18, Five, by J. 
Tansley. 

Meopham, Kent,-June 27, Six, by w. K. 
Dexter. 

Metropolitan District:-
.Acton.--J nly 9, Fourteen, by C. M. Longs 

burst. 
Barking-road Tabernacle, Pla.islow, E.

Juoe 25, Nine, by R.H. Gillespie. 
Beroumtt.ey.--June 25, at Drummond-road· 

Chape~ Eight, by J. A. Brown, 
l'amberwell.-June 18, Wyndham-road 

Chapel, Four, by H. W. Childs. 
Dalston Junc/ion.--June 25, Six, by A" 

Carson, M.A. 
Kilburn.--July 2, at Ca.nterbury-road 

Chapel, Six, by T. Hall. 
Old Kent .Road.--July IS, Three, by C. F: 

Styles. 
Metropolitan Tabernacle.-June 26, 16; June 

29, 22. 
Ped:ham.-June 29, "t Park-road Chapel, 

Six, by T. Tarn. 
Richmond.--J une 18, Four, by J. Hunt 

Cooke. 
Trinity Chapel, John-street, Edgware

roe.d.-March 30, Five, by J. 0. Fellows;. 
May 7, Seven, by W. Stolt; June 2, Three, 
by F. Knight. 

Providence Chapel, IIe.ckney-road.-June· 
22, Ten; Juoe 29, Nine, by W. Cufl'. 

.Monmouth.-June 14, One, by W. Morgan. 
Newport, Mon.-Junc 25, at Stows' Hill 

Chapel, Three, by John Douglas. 
Newport, Mon.--J une -, at Aima.-streel 

Chape~ Four, by J. P. Thomas. 
Norwich, St. Clement's.--June 11, Seven, by 

Geo. Tay !or, 
Nottingham.-J une 1, at Broad-street Chapel, 

Thirteen, by F. G. Buckingham. 
Nuneaton.--June 25, Five, by Carey Hood. 
Ogden.-June 18, Six, by A. E. Greening. 
Old Swan, Liverpool.-May 28, Six, by D, 

Jones. 
Pain,c,utle, Radnor.--July 9, One, by W. 

Jenkins. 
Parley, Hs.nta,--July9, Two, byJ,Thompson. 
Pole Moor, near Huddersfield.-July 2, Two, 

by James Evans. 
Poliphant.--July -, One, in the river, by J. 

Wilson. 
Porth, Rhondda V11,!ley.-J1lll8 11, Two, b]' 

D. Thomas. 
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Presteign tmd Stambatch.-MAy 14, One; July 
!I, One, by S. Watkins. 

Ridrlings, Derbyahire.-J uly 2, Three, by C 
F. Jamieson. 

Ryeford, near Ross, Herts.-J uly G, Seven, 
by E. Watkins. 

Shretcsbury.-June 25, at Claremont-street 
Chapel, Seven, by W.W. Robinson. 

Southampton (East-street) .-June 1S, Six, by 
J. H. Patterson. 

S<>Ulhport.-June 28 and 30, Four, by L. 
Nuttall. 

.Swgumlter.-Ju].y 2, Four, by George Hider. 
Swanwick, Alfreton.-June 2Z, at Lo:scoe, 

Nine, by T. Hayden. ' 
Tam·roorth.-July 2, Four, by Isaac Dixon. 
'l'flaxted, Essex.-June 27, Eleven, by G. H. 

Hook. 
Thur/eigh, Beds.-July 2, Two, by G. 

Chandler. 
Todmorden.-June -, at Wellington-road 

<Jhapel, Seven, by W. E. Bottri1l. 
Torquay.-June 3, at Upton-vale Chapel 

Five, by L. Edwards. 
'll·edegar.-Juna 18, at Bethel Chapel, 

Georgetown, Three, by E. Lewis. 
Treherbert, Rhondda Va1ley.-June IS, at 

Bethany English Chapel, One. 
Waenarlreyd, near Swarn:ica.-Jt:nc 25, n.t 

Zion Welsh Chapel, Two, by J. Davies. 

We,tmacote.-June 29, Five, by W, ,E 
Whwer. 

Westpark, Dumfries.-Jnly 5, Two, by W. 
Mi1ligan, Jun. 

Wi.sl!ech, Ely-place.-May 28, Four, by W. 
E. Winks. 

RECENT DEATHS . 

BuJNHAM, BEDS.-March 17th, Mrs. 
ELIZABETH NORRIS$ aged sixty-nine. 
She was baptised at the Old l\'1eeting, 
June 16th, 1844, and had been a member 
nearly 32 years. Her husband was 
also a member, and died in March, 1870. 
She hail. long been in a· stato of feeble 
health, but her last illness was short ; 
she suffered acute pain, but felt peace
ful in mind, resting in the Saviour, 
speaking of heaTen, and desirous of 
meeting the members of her family 
there. The hymn, " Safe in the arms: 
of Jesns," was much upon her mind. 
A funeral sermon was preached on 
Sunday evening, l\Iarch 26th, by her 
pastor, W. Abbott, from Matt. xii. 20. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PBESIDENT-C, H. SPURGEON. 
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A' MEMORABLE .INTERVillWa* 

A SER1'lON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABl!.Bfi.&.OLE, BY ,O, •B,;Bl!UMBotC;. 

"'l'hon·1aith .liie. to IT'hom.as, Reach h\ther .thy tingQl", :and behold My.bands. 
and reaeh hither thi,- hand, and thrnatit into :M;y side; and be.nntduithless, hilt 
heliev~ .And Thomas answered,4l.nd said,.unto,Him, My Lord•ltlldlll.y God."
JoHN xx. 27, 28. 

WE are all of us apt to 'fall ·into a ·wrorrg ·state ·of heart, ·:ttot because 
we are u:nconverted, nor yet because we a.re false ·to Cbri.llt;-b11t simp\y 
because of our·natura.l infirmity. As long as·we SN in this bod.y,--expo~ 
to trial and temptation, we shall be prone to etart aside like a :broke'n 
bow. Thomas was a true-hearted followei"of Jesus. He loved his Mast~r. 
It bad been a severe shock to his sensitive disyrosition and ·his tnoughtfrtl 
mind to see his Master betrayed, arraigned, scourged, cruci'fietl, dead, and 
buried. He could not at once rally from the agitation it caul!ed him, or 
think it 1>ossihle ·that Jesus could have risen from the deatl. Pondering 
the matter scrupulously it seemed to him to invtllve too great a ·miracle to 
be credited-far beyond anything to be expected. He would require, he 
said, very clear and satisfactory proofs before he'.would believe it. In like 
manner yon and I have each of us our characteristic faults. We may not 
be too tboqghtful, like Thomas ; we may, perhaps, be too thoughtless, 
and that .is quite as mischievous. Even ou-r pl-ea,iiing qualities which 
adorn us as virtues may become our temptations. The best point about 
us, as a sound jud,,,crment was in the case of Thomas, may ·become the wry 
snare that entangles us. Let no man judge his fellow. Above ·all, let no 
man exalt himself. He tnat is in his best estate to-day ma.y ·be in spiritual 
poverty to-morrow. · He who rejoices in Ood and -walks in holy coesist
ency ri:my, ere another -sun has risen-few though the ·hours of interval be 
-have ·felt his- feet .slide from under him, and so fallen from his stedfa.st
ness as to have dishonoured ·his God, and Jliereed himsetf through -with 
many sorrows. 

God grant that our meditation may be for'the-eonifort of l!!Ome presemt, 
while we proceed 'to notice the Hr.uter and 'the ·servcrnt-J-esns and r±romas 
-narrowly looking at the a-ctfr1m of th-em both. 

I. Let Tf!E MASTER FIRST ENGft.GE OUR. :ll.TTENTION-THE Mxs'!lER t~"TlIE 
PRESENCE OF AN UNBELIEVING DISCIPLE WHO HAS TKEAT]l;D Hutt 'WlTil NO 
LITTLE PRESUMPTION AND RASHNESS. 

How exquisitely touching His gentleness'! Does •He-upbraid Thoma-s't 
Is there indignation in His tone 1 Is there ·petnbnce in His chiding 1 
Does He exclaim, "How darest thou doubt that I am alive?" Or turns 
He upon him with Bomerough sentence, asking, " Whence this imperti
nence tbat thou shouldest speak of putting thy finger into My wounds, 
and thrusting thy band into My side 1 Unworthy servant, from this 
moment I disown thee for having spoken so disre~pectfully of thy Lord 
and M&.ster." No, far from it. He rather takes Thomas on bis own 
ground ; considers his infirmities, and meets them precisely-as they are, 

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting 11nd tr11.nslating Is reserved. 
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without a single word of rebuke until the close, and even then He puts it 
very lovingly. The whole conversation was indeed a rebuke, but so veiled 
with love that· Thomas could scarcely think it so. He speaks to him as if 
nothing had occurred to give any cause of offence, or by his presumption 
to occasion any estrangement. 

Dwell for a moment on the mercy which our Lord must have .shown, 
and the blessed patience He must have exercised, to bear thus with 
Thomas. Ought he not to have known from the Old Testament that the 
Christ would rise from the dead 1 Had He not been reminded once and 
again by his Master of the propheci~.s which spoke concerning the death 
of Christ and the glory that should follow 1 Had he not heard the 
Master Himself frequently say that the third day He should rise again 1 
He must have been present with the other .Apostles when they turned 
His oracular sentences over in their minds, and said one to another, 
"What doth He mean by this, that He shall suffer and that He shall 
rise 1" .And had he not just before seen the women and conferred with 
the Apostles, who testified that they had found an empty tomb, that they 
had been told by angels that Jesus had risen-yea, more ; that when they 
were sitting together Jesus had appeared in their midst 1 Yet, .so strong 
was his unbelief, that he puts his own judgruent against their assertion of 
fact, against the inspired Scriptures, against the thrilling words that fell 
from the Master's own lips, against the united concurrent acknowledg
ment of all the brethren. And think ye not, brflthren, that our wilful
ness is sometimes as irrational and unwarranted as his 1 We harbour 
doubts in the teeth of accumulated evidences, and then credit ourselves 
with being wise and right, while we disparage all others as being foolish 
and wrong. The principle which lies at the root of all the heresies and 
the schisms that rend and divide the Church is just that self-confidence 
which will not let us :yield, even though better men than ourselves-yea, 
though the united consent of the whole Church should bear testimony to 
a. fact or a truth to which we demur. Through some lack of information 
or through some flaw of judgment we judge differently from our com
panions; and forthwith our self-approbation is unyielding, and our con
duct is intolerant. It was no small scandal thus to put his own self in 
opposition to the Master, in opposition to the Scripture, and in opposition 
to all his fellow-servants. Still our Lord Jesus Christ forbears to utter a 
word of denunciation. He jt1st sa.ys, "Reach hither thy finger mid 
behold My hands ; and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into My side; 
and be not faithless, but believing." Softer words He could not have 
spoken. He responds without reproach. Such lovingkindness and tender 
mercy as David was wont to sing of old, did our blest Redeemer show . 

.Another ground for admiring our Lord's great patience with Thomas is 
that he had dared to dictate the terms upon which he would believe, and lie 
had selected such terms as must have been most <!lfensive had Jesus Christ 
been of a lofty, imperious, uncondescending spirit. Who is Thomas that 
he should put his hands into those wounds so lately healed ; into that side 
pierced by the soldier's spear 1 Is Thomas to make a road again to that 
sacred heart 1 Strange that he should have asked so mysterious a sign to 
strengthen his faith ! What ! was there no other way of believing in his 
Lord but that he must pass into the very wounds of that blessed body his 
finger and his hand ? Ah, see how presumptuous the servant ; see, also, 
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how sympathising the Master l Was i~ not asking too much-far too 
much 1 St1ch a. prayer ought not to have come from a disciple who had 
never for,,a,ken his Master, much less from Thomas who had fled with the 
rest, and had been absent when the Apostles had gathered together and 
seen the Master. But yet J esllll is so forbearing towards him. I know 
not whether to wonder more at the impertinence of the servant, or the 
clemency of the Master. Let us take the lesson to ourselves. Have we 
during the past week fallen into a signal state of gross unbelief? Have 
we been thinking hard thoughts of God 1 Has some sin suspended our 
communion with our Saviour 1 Are we now cold at heart and void of 
spiritual emotion 1 Do we feel quite unworthy to dra\v near unto Him 
who loved us with so great a love 1 Be not desponding. The God of all 
patience will not desert you. The love which our Lord Jesus Christ 
bears to His people is so great that He paosetb by their transgression, 
iniquity, and sin. No; there is no anger on His part to divide you from 
your Lord. Behold, He cometh over the mountains of your sins, He 
leapeth over the hills of your follies. Since He thus graciously comes to 
you, will you not gladly come to Him 1 Do not think for a moment that 
He will frown or repulse you. He will not remind you of your cold 
prayers, your neglected closet, your unread Bible, nor will He chide yon 
for losing occasions of fellowship; but He will receive you graciously and 
love you freely, and grant you just what at this moment you need. I 
pray you notice the Master's patience. Come to Him, dear child of His, 
thou beloved disciple of His, and have fellowship with Him now. 

While we a.re speaking of the Master I should next like to call your 
attention to the Master's great care. He had been to see His disciples 
once ; He had stood in their midst, and said, " Peace be unto you ; " He 
had given them their commission, had breathed upon them, and given 
them the Holy Ghost. But there was an absent one. Well, "what man 
of you having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them doth not leave the 
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go and seek after that which has gone 
astray?" There was one away, and Jesus must come again. There must 
be the same salutation of peace, there must be the same blessing bestowed 
again, for Thomas must not be left out in the distribution of spiritual 
gifts. Thomas ought to have sought after Christ, especially afte1· having 
I.Jeen absent on the first occasion when He visited them. He surely ought 
to have said, "My Master came to me and I was not there, I will there
fore seek Him be He where He may, and I will tell Him bow I regret 
that I should have missed the goldeu opportunity of His presence." But, 
bt,klved, Thomas did not seek his Master. Therein He was just like to 
us. It is preventing grace, brethren-it is grace tb.at is beforehand with 
us-even with our faint desires, which comes to us from Jesus Christ. 
Oh, how our L')rd outruns us! Our sense of need is not so swift of foot 
a . .s His perception of our need. Long before we know we want Him He 
uuueratands that we do require Him, and He comes to us to bless us. It 
was for one He came, and for that one who did not seek Him. He was found 
of one who sought Him not. You might have thought that Thomas 
would have been as well left alone a little while. We should have said, 
",v ell, if he be so •Jbstinate as to lay down such conditions, let him cool 
:~bit; let him jm.t stop awhile in the cold till he is willing to come in 
~t tl-l.e door, and not to make conditions that he must come in at the 
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window, or by some way of his own. So let him wait, for beggars ought 
not-to be chooser$, nor should impertinent disciples be tolerated." Yes, 
but Jesus wili tolerate what we will not, and He will put up with us 
when we cannot put up with our brethren. We have not half so much 
to bear with from them as He has from us. Though Thomas might thus 
have be211 left, and deserved to have been left, yet Jesus came to him 
because He knew that His coming to him would he m11ch better than 
letting him stop away. So, disciple, do not say t.o yourself, "I cannot 
come to the table to-night, I do not feel fit; I shall not strive after fellow
ship with Christ; I do -not feel as if my soul could .enjoy iL;" Nay, but 
it w.ill do you no good to stay away, Will you turn aside from the 
Mast.er 1 Will you refuse the symbols of His death 1 Be not so rash 
and inconsiderate, I entreat you. Why should He not come to you ? 
Before that bread is broken you may have experienced a delightful change 
in the state of your heart, atid with pleasing surprise you may be crying 
out like Thomas, " My Lord and my God." And, oh! is it not blessed 
to think that Christ does not stop till His disciples invite Him 1 He does 
not wait for them to get ready for Him. Nay, He comes to them and 
meets them, ana. finds them or ever they have sought Him. If you are 
in the mood of Thomas, perhaps you may be insisting upon some signs 
and wonders, as he did. Know thou that the Master can give you His 
own sign, unfold His own wonder, and bestow upon you such a blessing 
that your heart shall scarcely have room enough to receive it. His ten
derness and His care baffle all our thoughts and expectations. 

Though we have already observed it, linger, I beseech you, upon the 
Master's matchless condescension, Behold the Lord of life, who had 
overcome the sharpness of death, and passed out of the portals of the 
tomb in triumph, having spoiled principalities and powers, and over
thrown sin, death, and hell, the Son of God, at whose resurrection angel~ 
had attended, glad to wait as servants upon His royalty, that LW'd-what 
think yoy 1 He must needs unrobe Himself to gratify a disobedient, 
unbelieving disciple-yes, He must strip Himself. 'Twere not enough to 
show His hands-that were kindness ; but those hands must be touched, 
and those wounds themselves must be probed by a finger all too curious. 
It would have been profane, had it not been for the Divine pity that 
allowed it. The way into His heart must be revealed. Well, well, but 
He did it. Angels must have been shocked when they heard a man say, 
'' I will not believe unless He bare His side to me "-still He did it. 
Yes, just before He died you will remember how He laid aside His 
garments, and took a towel and girded Himself, and washed His disciples' 
feet. Now that He is risen from the dead He is the same Christ; and if 
He condescended then to wash His disciples' feet, He will condescend now 
to bear with a disciple's ill manners, and will even meet him in his 
infirmities. If they cannot be healed without a sight of His wounded 
person, he shall gaze upon His side again. He will do anything for the 
love of His people. Thrre is no kindness too costly for Christ to show. 
Now, then, you who, whjle eagerly longing for His company, hide your 
face; and blush for very shame, do you say, "Lord, I am not worthy that 
Thou shouldest come under my roof ; my heart is not worthy to receive 
Thee as a guest"1 True, you are not worthy; neither was Thomas. Yet 
you shall have His favour, and rejoice iu the light of His countenance, if 
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you sigh and cry for it. Doubtless you have been very far, during the 
week~ frorn whatyou yourself wish you had been, nevertheless " He will 
blot out your iniquities like a cloud, and your transgressions like a thick 
clomi.:" Your old friend may have passed you in the·street and did not 
recognise you, because you are now so poor; but Jesus · knowm you. No 
oner peradventure, knows: the' privations· you have had to put up with, 
poor Christian. You fancied you were despised and Mglected by every
bod:r-perhe,ps it may be yoor fancy, yet it is cutting. to the heart even 
to think that your Christian brethren -look down upon· you. But- Jesus 
never lot:ib down contemptuously on His people. He condesoends to 
stand on their platform, and put Himself on a level with them with a 
sacred·familia.rity suited to their case. Full often He draws most near 
with, most eng.aging· smiles to those who are in saddest pHghti. This is 
ho"'' Jesus is wont to act. He never speaks proudly and loftily. His 
conrlescension unto His children, like His, watchfulness over them, is 
unvarying. 

Once more. The Master's bounty challenge;; our admir-J.tion and our 
confidence. When Thomas had received what he asked for, you might 
easily have· conjectured that he would be put down in the seooud· class 
of diseiples. Instead of that, however, he was well commended in the 
Apostleship, and though not present when Jesus breathed on them, and 
said,." Receive ye the Holy Ghost," yet on the Day of Pentecost Thomas 
received the same cloven tongue and the ~ame power as the rest. Indeed 
we have reason to believe that Thomas became as earnest an Apostle, as 
faithful a witness, and as blessed a martyr of the faith of Christ, as either 
Peter or James. The Master will not stint His goodness because we once 
and ag-ain betray our meanness. No, beloved; He will give us according 
to our ability to receive. If we are not able to receive to-day, He'will 
enlarge our desires and expand our capacities, till to-morrow we may be 
able• to receive from His fulness, and grace for grace. Come, then, ye 
hungry, sta.rvingc souls, ye believers who are corning near to penury and 
spiritual ballkruptcy, draw near in the spirit of love to Christ, who is as 
c.irtainly prfsent iu this place with us as Re was with them in that 
chamber wh<>re the twelve were gathered. Dmw nigh in !!pirit anrl in 
truth· to Him, and your sonls shall be enriched to yonr own profit and to 
the glory of God. 

II. And now T have a few words to eay about THE SERVANT. 

Thomas, struck with the M,1ster's knowle,Jge of what bad been going on 
in hi,, heart, and overwhelmed with the manif,-station of the Master's pre• 
sence and His power, exclaimed, "My Lord and my God." These five 
words are foll of meaning. Let me endeavour to interpret them to you, 
First, they were an expression of faith. Thoma~ now avows the faith 
·which atoretime he had dischimed. "I will not believe," said he, 
"exctpt-except-except-. '' Now he believes a great deal more than 
some of the other Apostles did; so he openly avows it. He was the first 
divine who ever taught the Deity of Cl1rist from His wound~. Nor has 
ever divine since then been able to see the Deity of Christ in His 
Wounded humanity ri~c·n from the dead. This Thomas did. He declared 
the proper hnmanity of Christ when he touched Him, and he declared 
Bi~ proper Deity when he avowed Him to be both Lord and God. 
Thomas was slow in arriving at facts, but he had a comprehensive mind, 
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and when he did arrive at a conviction he grasped it thoroughly in all itR 
bearings. Peter would be· impetuous, and leap to a result, but Thomas 
must consider the circumstances, weigh the testimony, try, judge, and 
prove the evidences before he acknowledged a truth. When his judgment 
did yiel4 assent he was firm, there was no shaking, he understood the 
truth he adhered to better than others. Delightful in the ear of Christ, 
my brethren, is the expression of our faith. Let none of us hesitate to go 
over in our minds our avowal of faith in Him '' who liveth and was dead, 
and,is alive for evermore." It will become us sometimes to perform what 
the Catholics call "acts of faith." I mean in holy contemplation and 
quiet meditation, to declare before the Lord that we believe in the facts that 
are made known to us, and the doctrines that have been delivered to us. 
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God-for ever be His name adored: 
that He is self-existent, and full of power and glory; we believe that He 
laid aside that glory, and became a man in the likeness of sinful flesh; 
that He did not disdain to sleep upon His virgin mother's breast. He 
lived a life of holiness, and died a death of scorn and ignominy; He slept 
in the tomb, and the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven ; He sHteth at the right hand of God, even the Father ; He 
reigneth over all things for His people, having power over all flesh that 
He may give eternal life to as mauy as the Father hath given Him; He 
shall shortly come to judge the quick and the dead; amongst the sons of 
men He shall reign, He shall sit upon the throne of His Father David ; 
praye:rs also shall be ma<le for Him continually, and daily shall He be 
praised. 

The short but expressive avowal of faith which Thomas made sug
gests to me a word of counsel, that we should frequently make before 
God a declaration of our faith in the Deity of our Lord Christ, and in all 
the glories which surround His character. Let this be done vocally when 
you can-or otherwise mentally-for the exercise is profitable. But these 
words, "My Lord and my God," sound a little different to me from a 
simple avowal of faith. It was, as some one has said, like the cry of a 
dove that at last had found its rnate. Poor Thomas. He doubted His 
Master, but he wanted Him, and could not be happy without Him. 
Now he has come flying back, and he has found Him, and he seems to 

· put his head, as it were, into the bosom of his Master, and to begin to 
weep and sigh like a poor child that has lost its mother in the streets of 
London, and when it is brought back again cannot say anything else but 
"My mother, and my mother, and my mother," and feels so happy to 
think it has found again the dear bosom on which to rest. So Thomas 
se~ms to say, "I have found Thee, my Master, my Lord, and my God." 
He seems to humble himself, as though he would say, "How could I 
doubt Thee 1 Where have I been ·? What have I been thinking of? 
What has my obstinate mind driven me to 1 What did I say 1 What 
did I ask 1 How could I be so impertinent 1 My Lord and my God ! 
Thou hast forgiven it all, and in Thy presence I seem to moan it out in 
those few words. Thy silly servant, Thy foolish servant, but Thou my 
blessed Master, my condescending Master, my Lord and my God l " 
Well now, beloved, there is something very sweet in this. Though I 
called it moaning, yet there is much music in it. Come now, you that 
have wandered, come and tell Christ at the table about it. Come and 
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tell Him that yon are grieved, and that you are not so grie~ed as you 
ought to be. Tell Him you are sorry that you should not have lived with 
Him day by day. Your self-reproach may well be keen. 

"Wretch that I am to wander thus 
In search of yain delights." 

Penitently bewail before Him that you should have been so bewitched as 
to cleave to thing8 below, and let your God, your Saviour, go. Intense 
feeling commonly finds expression in few words. Silence is sometimes 
more thrilling than speech. " My Lord and my God" is the breathing 
of a, contrite heart relieved in having found the grace it needs. 

The ejaculation, however, " My Lord and my God,'' is the outcome of 
more than one emotion. If it involved a pang, it included an intense 
pleasure. Was it not a, joyous astonisliment which begot those words ·1 
It was so sweet to Thomas that he hardly thought his fellow-disciples 
would be able to appreciate so great a wonder. It was; too much for him
self, so he addresses himself to the Master, as if He alone, being the 
greatest marvel, could sympathise with him. "I marvel! " he seemed to 
say. "I could not have believed it ! I saw the traitor kiss Thy cheek. 
I saw Thee dragged off with staves and lanterns to that lion's den. I saw 
Thee when Thou wast in Pilate's hall, tried and mocked. I saw Thee when 
Thou wast fastened to the tree ; I stood there, and I saw Thee bleed and 
die. I saw Thy body taken down and wrapped in spices ; and is it the 
same, the very same? Oh ! yes ; I recognise Thee. I know Those hands. 
I took those loaves from them when the thousands were fed in Galilee. I 
know that face ; full many a time have I looked with beaming eye on 
that loving countenance of Thine. I know that side ; it is the same side 
I saw the soldier pierce, and I know it. It is the same ; it is Thyself, 
Thyself, Thyself, the risen Christ ! Oh ! wonder of wonders ! I can say 
no less ; I can say no more. 'My Lord and my God'" Well now, holy 
wonder, beloved, is no mean kind of worship ; it is, perhaps, no mean 
part of the worship of heaven. I like that ver~e we sing-

" Then let me mount the starry way, 
'fo the bright worlds of endless day; 
And sing with rapture and surprise 
Thy lovingkindness in the skies." 

Will it not be a surprise when we get there 1 Though, indeed, we shall 
see nothing in heaven but what we have been told of on earth, for it will 
be just such a heaven as God has told us of, yet we shall say that the half 
was not told us because we did not understand what we heard, and could 
not enter into the meaning of deep spiritual revelations. Oh ! what 
astonishment might seize upon us now if we could really grip the thought, 
and I hope we shall. "Jesus bath loved, and lived, and died for me, and 
now He lives and pleads for me." Oh! believer, get to see Christ now 
with the optics of your mind; see Him now exalted on the highest 
heavens, though once rejected of men, and as with astonishment you 
behold the ineffable splendour of that starry throne, surrounded by ten 
thousand times ten thousand of the chariots of God, and cohorts of 
messengers of fire, all waiting to obey His_ sovereign will; as you see 
the Man whose head was -0nce crowned with thorns, from the highest 
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seat that heaven affords claiming.etllrnal 11.:,vere.ignty, bow your head, in 
devout .astonishment, fall at His feet, and, giving tongue to yoar ra.pture, 
exclaim, "My Lord and my God." 

And did not Thomas, by such an exclamation as tl1is, renew his personal 
affiance to Christ, and his positire eonseemtion to His service? "My 
Lord," saith he, "Thou art, and I am Thy servant; my God henceforth 
Thou art, and I am Thy worshipper as long as I live." Beloved, years ago 
some of us were first espouse.cl to Christ spiritually. Fain would I re
member those blessed hours when my young heart went out after Him, 
and His blessed heart of love was •revealed to me. We ought not to 
forget those times, for He does not forget them. He 1:1aith to Israel, "I 
remember thee,Jhe kindness of thy youth, and the love of thine espousals.'' 
With what ~nthusi!l~m we sung-

" 'Tis done-the great transaction's <lqne, 
I am my Lord's, and He is mine; 

He drew mo, and I followed on, 
Glacl to obey the voice Divine.'' 

Perhaps many,year;i have passed over you since then, but whether they 
have:been many or few, I am sure we .nave not ken invariably true to 
those vows and resolutions; our memory of Him has n;:it been equal to 
His mindfulness of us. Now, if the Lord ~hould come to you.afresh.·and 
give ,you a choice season of fellow$hip with Hirn, would it- not be a 
UJQat:suimble response to give yourself up to Him afresh 1 Should we 
not .often do this 1 Would not the freshness of clos.e fellowship be pecu
liarly suitable for the reni.wal of our covenant with our Lord, and of our 
conseeration of ourselves to :His service? On that night you -were: bap
tised, you,could sing sincerely-

" High heaven which heard tho solemn vow, 
That vow renewed shall <lailv hear: 

Till in life',; latest hour I bow,· · 
And bless in death a bond ,,o dear." 

Oh ! that God's Holy Spirit would enable you now to say in your sonl 
-" Jesus, the despised of men, whom the gr.eat ones of this world know 
not, in whose blessed Person and redemptive work they will not believe, 
I take Thee, my Master; I acknowledge Thee to be my Lord ; Thy people 
shall be my people; Thy God -and Father shall be my God; Thy blood 
shall be my confidence, and Thy law my rule ; Tby love shall constrain 
my love; Thy life shall be my example; Thy glory shall be the one 
ohject·for which I strive; 'Jhou, 0 Christ, art 'my Lord and my God.'" 
So shall your faith abound and all your graces flourish. 

Do I hear some timid voice from this congregation whispering- a com
plaint? "Ah! there is nothing for me ; Be is speaking to the disciples. 
When t>he doors are shut, I am shut ou~ide as a stranger. 'I'here is 
nothing for me ; I am a sinner." Oh! but 'I tell ,you, if you will but 
knock, Jesus Christ will come outside to -you. The dvors are not shut to 
keep.out poor sinners-from the,presence of the Sa.viour. Dost thou want 
J'e51us to reveal Himself to thee 1 Exalted in the highest heavens He 
looka down upon thee now. Bis voice -is calli-ng thee, "Come unto ·Me,, 
and I -will give thee rest." Oh ! poor sinner, if thou canst n0t pat thy 
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:finger into the print of the nails, yet believe that Jesus died; then trust 
Him and rely upon His merits. Cast thyself flat at His feet. Stay thy
self upon His passion and atonement, and thou sbalt be sa,ved-saved 
now-saved without a moment's delay. So shall all these other joys be 
thine, for thou, too, shalt be numbered with the family, and thou shalt 
feast upon the children's meat, and be partakers of all the privileges of the 
sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

THE MAN OF ONE TALENT. 

PART V. 

HAVING through the light that he 
had received come to the conclu
sion that it was his duty to turn 
home missionary, on his own ac
count, in the district in which lie 
lived, Sam Spring forthwith set 
himself to work. In laudable imi
tation of Harlan Page, he resolved 
to commence by striving, with Di
vine help, to win, at least, one soul 
for Christ. But with whom was he 
to begin 1 On what man's shoulder 
should he first lay his hand I That· 
was a matter to be brought before 
the Lord. For some days, there
fore, he put up the earnest petition, 
"Lord, send me to the man to 
whom thou wilt make me a bless
ing ! " It was not long before the 
answer came; but it hardly came 
in the way that he expected. In
stead of him being seut to the man, 
the man was sent to him. One 
morning the postman knocked at 
the door, and hauded in a letter. 
It was from his brother Tom, and 
it contained news not at all plea
sant to read. In it he informed 
Mr. and Mrs. Spring that he had 

just been discharged for misconduct 
from his situation; .and gave them 
to understand that he felt exceed
ingly desirous of knowing whether 
they would kindly take him iu until 
he had the " good luck" to get into 
another, The worthy couple, as 
may be easily imagined, knowing 
the value of having the house "all 
to themselves, " were by no means 
desirous of taking in even a good 
lodger, much less a "scapegrace," 
who hitherto h1id, unfortunately, 
proved a trouble to himself, and to 
all connected with him. But was 
he to be cast adrift upon society 1 
Might not this be the Lord's way 
of answering prayer, and turn to 
the young man's salvatiou 7 True, 
it was a disagreeable mode of an
swering prayer, but had the Lord 
promised always to make answers 
to prayer agreeable 'l They both 
knew that this was not to be ex
pected ; so, trusting that the "hand 
of the Lord" was in it for the 
young man's good, they send him 
word to come ; and it was not long 
before he arrived with his trunk, 
and became the occupant of the 
spare room. 

For the first week or so, wisely 
considering himself to be " on his 
good behaviour," the new lodger 
conducted himself with. a certain 
degree of propriety. But this•di« 
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not last. Outward restraints are, 
at the best of times, but poor 
checks. What is bred in the bone 
is certain, sooner or later, to come 
out in the flesh. In spite of re
monstrance he. came home late at 
nights, and on one or two occasions 
the worse for liquor. A little in
quiry showed tbathe had got into bad 
company, and frequented not only 
the public-house, but the dancing
saloon and the theatre. Sunday 
mornings were usually spent in 
bed, and the remaining part of 
the day in strolling about the 
country. To his brother and his 
wife this was a sad trial, and they 
hardly knew what to do. They 
t1·ied one plan ·and then another, 
and another still ; but all appa
rently in vain. Instead of growing 
better under their admonitions, he 
appeared to be growing worse. 
Mrs. Spring, at last, declared that 
she could not stand it, much longer; 
it was affecting her health, and 
leave he must. 

''Not just now," said Sam, "let 
me give him a :final warning, and 
we will both ask God to bless it." 

It was late at night, and earn
estly was heartfelt prayer put up 
for the erring prodigal. They had 
hardly risen from their knees before 
there was a noise in the street. 
Confused voices were heard, and 
the shuffling of feet. A loud knock 
cam-, at the door, and it was opened. 
Mrs. Spring trembled, and turned 
pale, for two policemen were carry
ing a senseless body into the room. 
It was none other than the prodigal 
himself, who, under the ir,fluence 
of drink, had fallen into a quarry, 
and now lay helpless in the arms of 
the officers, with a deeply wounded 
head, a broken arm, and two broken 
ribs. It was some time before he 
came to himself, and then the sur
geon declared that he had not only 
had a narrow escape for his life, 

but that if inflammation set in on 
the brain, he feared even now that 
he would die. 

"Prav for me, Sam," said the 
poor lad·, in agony ; '' oh ! pray for 
me, Sam, I ain't prepared to die." 

Aud Sam did pray for him, and 
wrestled time after time with God 
on liis behalf. For a week he 
seemed to hover between life and 
death. Then, through Mrs. Spring's 
motherly uursing aJJd care, there 
was a ;;light change for the better. 
Now Sam sat by the pale-faced 
lad's bedside, and read the Word 
of God, and by t'xpounding it 
strove to lead him to the Saviour. 
And he did not strive in vain. He 
spoke to the sufferer of the love of 
Christ, and of His willingness to 
receive and bless the returning 
penitent, until the lad's heart was 
broken. With a crushed and sub
dued spirit, he sought for mercy, 
and found it. Two months passed 
away before he was well enough to 
leave his bedroom and come down 
stairs, his arm, however, being then 
in a sling. But on that evening, at 
the family altar, a scene was wit
nessed that might have made :rngels 
rejoiee. At that altar, for the first 
time, both brothers knelt and 
prayed. When Sam had finished, 

· Tom began, and in broken lan
guage thanked God for all the 
kindne~s He had shown him in 
preserving his life, in bringing him 
under his brother's roof, and mak
ing him the means of leading him 
to the Saviour. He could not say 
much more ; but when both, with 
Mrs. Spring, rose from their knees, 
tears were rolling down each one's 
face, and, with a heart overwhelmed 
with gratitude, Sam took hold of 
his brother's hand, and said,-

" Thank God, Tom, my prayer is 
answered. I little thought when 1 
prayed to Him to make me the 
instrument of saving one soul, at 
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least, that the first He would give 
me would be my own dear brother. 
Now let us both seek to try and 
win more. Shall we 1 What do 
you say, my boy?" 

Tom could only give one answer. 
From that night they both made a 
vow that, as long as God might 
spare them to dwell together, they 
would be partners in a spiritual 
firm, both labouring together in 
earnest effort to advance in that 
locality the interests of the Re
deemer's kingdom. 

As soon as his arm was capable 
of bearing the strain, Tom pro
cured a situation in the establish
ment of a Christian employer, who, 
upon hearing of his change, had 
gladly placed it at his disposal. Then 
he and Sam set to work systemati
cally for the Lord. Their first 
work was to set up a cottage 
prayer-meeting in their own house, 
and it was not Jong before they 
induced a few more Christian cot
tagers in other streets to follow 
their example. In these, in the 
course of time, Tom, as well as 
Sam, gave brief exhortations, which 
were not delivered without good 
results ; for they served to quicken 
the Ohristian inhabitants of the 
houses themselves, and led to the 
conversion oi several young men 
and women. Their next endeavour 
was to open a room in a low and 
degraded street, in which they 
undertook two eveninl!"s in the 
week to teach adults to- read and 
write, and on a third to hold a 
brief evangelistic service, when, 
sometimes, they officiated them
selves, and at other times got help 
from otherB. One element in the 
service soon made it so successful 
that the room became uncomfort
ably crowded. It happened, pro
videntially, that both brothers were 
blessed with tha'.t enviable gift from 
God-,." good voices," and at these 

services they generally sung, either 
individually or unitedly, the popu
lar spiritual ~ongs and melodies of 
the day. These being interspersed 
with homely addresses, well suited 
for the classes gathered to hear 
them, made the services cheer
ful and lively ; and thus it came 
to pass, in the course of time, that 
some of the lowest characters in 
the ueighbourbood gave evidence 
of a Divine change. One man sold 
his dogs, and, instead. of racing 
them, set out himself on the 
heavenly race, which, at an evange
listic meeting, he declared Wll.ll " a 
style of runnin' that paid him far 
better." .Another man, whose Sun
days had invariably been Epent in 
bird-catching and bird-selling, gave 
his larks, linnets, and canaries 
sudden liberty, to their unbounded 
delight, sold their cages by auction, 
and with ibe money bought hilll$elf 
a suit of clothes, in.which to go to 
the house of God. .A noted prize
fighter relinquished the brutal art 
of scientifically defacing and bruis
ing men made in God's image, for 
the nobler art of fighting against 
his own vices, under the spiritual 
training of the Captain of Salvation. 
The conversion of these men, and a 
few of their comrades, could not 
fail to make a stir in the neigh
bourhood; and when the new con
verts themselves, under wise leader
ship, were set to work, in several 
wavR, for the Lord, the pleasing 
effects were soon made manifest in 
the conversion of more still. Other 
signs of progress also followed. 
One publican was reluctantly com
pelled to pull down the swinging 
sign of " The Conquering Hero," 
and to surrender his license, for 
want of customers. The building 
thus happily eYacuated for the 
public good, was at once, for the 
benefit of the same public, trans
formed by some enterprising Ohris-
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tian speculators into a ".British 
Workma.ll." The owner of a tra
velling theatre, who had, at a 
lltated season, yearly set up his 
demoralising structure on a waste 
pwt of ground in the neighbour
hood, found himself at last, to his 
gveat chagrin, shut out, in conse
(jll2.ence of the ground being pur
chased for the laudable purpose of 
erecting on it a larger room, in 
which to hold Messrs. Sam and 
Tum Spring's evangelistic services. 
By these and other lik Ii satisfactory 
measures, a good work was, and 
is to this day being, done; and 
though, as the readermay;hrewdly 
gueBS, the brothers do not now 
dwell under the same roof, each 
having his own separate and in
orea.sed domestic responsibilities1 
titey still, from time to time, help 
each other in divers kinds of 
spiritual labour, and, with cwrntant 
fruit epringing up around them, 
1;nay have the sweet assurance that 
they do D(')t " labour in vain in the 
Lard." 

Reader, we here take our leave 
of." The Man of One Tal,rn.t." Rut 
we cannot take leave of you with
out asking-What are yrm, doing 
for the Lord with your talent i' 
That yon have one cannot be 
doubted. For its· use the Lord 
holds · you to be responsible, and 
fOI' its use or disuse He will call 
you to an aocount. Will He in the 
last gr.eat day su.y to you," Well 
done, good and faithful servant, 
thou hast been faithful over a few 
things: I will make thee ruler over 
many things : enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord" 1 Or will Be 
say, "Cam; ye the• unprofitable ser
vant into outer darkness : there. 
aha.ll be weeping aud gnashing of 
teeth" 1 According to the use or 
neglect: _.of the. talent, or· talents, 
He may have given us1 wiill be the 
Wldiot,~rel!ed, either joyous or 

condemnatory. It is for us to say 
which it shall be. He that uses 
God's good, physical, mental, and 
spiritual gifts well, on him more 
shall be bestowed ; but he that 
hides even his one talent in the 
earth, can only juetifi&bly look for 
the severe sentence of that great 
and righteous Being, who will, as 
the Book solemnly declares, "render 
to every man accordillg to his 
deeds." 

",. * The next 
entitled " Miss 
Class." 

sketch will be 
Hope's Bible 

THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE, .AND 
THE DlVINE TEMPLE. 

BY REV. JOHN COX, 

AMONG all nations, and from very 
remot.i ages, temples have beeu 
erected for religious worship. Some 
of them were very simple, and cost 
little labour, while others took a 
long time. to build, engaged thou
sands of people, and were the occa
sion of. much cruelty and oppres
sion. 

In our own country are still to 
be found what. are calied "Druids' 
temples," which consist of large 
upright stones, placed in cifcles, 
with an altar stone near the centre, 
on which, we fear, human iacrifices 
were offered. What great things 

· has God done for Britain since 
these defd~ of darkness were prac
ti.s€d here l 

How sad to think that idolatry 
is creeping, back among us under a 

1 

Chriatian name. Let ED-gla-nd be-
ware- ; for God is jealo11S of His 
righ.'11s, and will not brook rivals. 

In .Athena many temples.- were 
built to various gods,. the remains 
:md, ruins, of whfuh, even no.w, 
ea!! forth. much: admillation. In 
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all .these ancient temples ·such 
abominable things were done as 
part of their worship, " that it is 
a 11hame even to speak of them!' 
How thankful ought we to be for a 
religion of purity and love. 

Turning from these monuments 
of ·11in and folly, we cOIDe to the 
one temple of the true God. We 
are told in Scripture, that " Solo
mon built Him an hou,ie," Con
cerning it, that Monarch said," The 
house which I build ia great, for 
-great is our God abo-v,e all gods." 
He was seven years engag~d in 
erecting ·it, and spared l'leither 
wealth, -labour, nor skill, to make 
it "exoeeding mRg:nifical." On ac
count of •the sine of Solomon and 
his suceessors, this ·temple was de
stroyed about fottr hundred yt\ars 
after ite dedic:i.tion. How sad to 
thmk that. a nian who knew so 
mu.eh, gave so liberally, and prayed 
so deVvutly, should fall a prey to 
" divers lusts and -:p:leaimres ;" and 
should even patronise idolatry. We 
trust that God gave him repent
ance at last, but the consequences 
of his sin survived him, and his 
history is still a solemn beacon. 

£olomon's temple lay in r11ins for 
seventy yeal'l!, when another was 
erected by Zerubbabel, which wi.s 
enlarged, or nearly rebuilt, hy 
Herc.d. Concerning this last struc
ture, the .Jews said to ,our Lortl, 
"Forty and six years was this 
temple in building." Within its 
sacred courts the &vioor w-illed ; 
here He taught heavenly tnath, 
and wrought many mil'acles of 
mercy. Before Hie death He 11re
dicted its downfall (Matt. :x:xiii. 38; 
:x:xiv. :3), which took pht:ee about 
forty yeal's . after His ascension to 
heaven; What little . importance 
did the Loro. atta.eh to great build
ings,,and ·external 2ervices, as com
.pared with holir,ess of heart, and 
benty ,of character ! 

But we wish to call attent.ion to 
another temple, . far more .grand 
than any ever ,reared by the baud,i 
of men ; yea, more glor.ious than 
the firmamental dome, or even the 
,;a,st universe. .This temple has 
been building for many thouEnnds 
of years, it is _n(Jt yet finished; but 
it shall be in God:s own time, an-d. 
then it will be the ,adlllira.tion -of 
eternity. It is ealled "the house 
of God-the Ohurch of the living 
·God" (1 Tim. iii. 14). Every trae 
Christian "is a. temple of God," 
yea, "the bodies .of the .saints are 
the temples ,of the Holy -Ghost""'' 
(1 Cor. vi. 19) ; ,but true saints ,A. 
all age::t gat.hered together .will fo1lm 
this one grand liemple, for thus sit 
is written, "Ye are built ,upon tlle 
foundation vf the Apmrtles awi pro
phets, .Je!lUs .Obrist Himself being 
the chief. comer>-stone,. in. whom all 
the building, :fitly fr.a.mad tQgeihtt, 
growetb. unto-an holy temple .in the 
Lord" (Epb..ii.-20,.21) ; and again, 
" Ye . also, as lively .stooes, .-are 
built up a spiritual howie." 

,W!heoever a sinuer i-s brought to 
! repent of his tiin, and nonstcained, 

under a 11ense of guilt and,want, to 
.go to the Saviour ; whenever, und& 
the te.a.chings of the Holy Spirit, 
.he relies simply on Christ for SQl\ra
tion, commits the keeping of his 
soul to Him, and ehooses Him as 
his Saviour and Locd, he is thoo 
laicl up<>n the immutable fo1mda
tiou, he is united to Christ, au.d 
becomes part of the spiritual 
temple. -Dear reader, .do the fol
lowing words d-escrib~ you 1 . " To 
whom (that is to .Christ) ~oming as 
unto a living stone, disallowed, 
indeed of men, hut cbose11. of God 
and p;ecious." This is the great 
point. The sure proof of ,your 
having Teally oome .to Christ, is 
that you come to ·Him aga.i.n .. and 
again. If .you .cannot do ·without 
Him, if youlive_;.upon His fu]nf:ss• 
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and delight in Himself, this proves 
that you are safe in Him, being "ac
cepted in the beloved." 

It is not by coming to ordinances 
or having anything done to us by 
man that we become part of this 
temple'. There are no human 
official priests now. Hereditary 
religion has no place here. The 
most fatal error of our times is 
putting the Church before Christ, 
and putting a human priest or any
thing else between the soul and 
Christ. A religion without per
sonal and vital union to the 
Saviour will be a religion without 
holiness here, and without heaven 
hereafter, Only the Holy Spirit 
can effect this union. He brings 
each stone out of the quarry of 
Nature and unites it with the 
building, thus the structure" grows 
unto a holy temple in the Lord." It 
progresses from age to age, and in 
due time it will be finished. 

When a sinner is converted and en
dowed with spiritual life then he 
shouldhavetodo with the ordinances 
as Christ instituted them. He should 
be baptised into Him on whom he 
relies, and thus personally and in
telligently profess the Lord Jesus. 
Then, in fellowship with true 
saints, he should gather round the 
table of the Lord, seeking in those 
and all Heaven -appointed ordi
nances his own edification and that 
of all who are partakers of the 
same grace. 

How glorious will this heavenly 
temple appear when it is completed! 
It will be a vast structure. No one 
will be able to measure its" length, 
breadth, depth, and height." It 
will be very beautiful. All will be 
order, harmony, proportion, and 
perfection. But its peculiar glory 
will consist in this, that it will be 
a living temple filled with, and 
manifesting forth., th.e glory of God. 
Decay shall never touch it, nor 

time injure it. It is living, and 
must for ever live; because united 
to the living One. God will never 
forsake this temple, for there will 
be nothing to offend Him in it, but 
everything will be pleasing to Him. 
All the stones of this temple will 
give the God of love-Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit-the entire praise 
for placing them there, and ever
more sustaining them. 

When Solomon's temple was 
dedicated there was a grand out
burst. of melody from the multi
tude of priests and Levites so long 
trained for that day. But if, in 
addition to all this, every stone and 
beam, every plate of gold- yea, 
every nail and ornament of the 
temple had become vocal, and sung 
with more than angelic sweetness, 
how great would have been the 
melody! When the living temple 
shall be completed, every part of it 
shall swell the praises of eternity. 

The whole building will rest for 
ever on its foundation of redeem
ing love ; and this wonderful fact 
will never be lost sight of by one 
of the living stones for one single 
moment. The constant thought of 
it will fiU each heart with over
flowing joy, and make the temple 
resound with everlasting praises. 
From this magnificent edifice thus 
filled )Vith God, a glory will beam 
forth on which angels will love to 
gaze. They will learn from the 
Church the manifold wisdom, and 
the manifold grace of God. 

Reader, have you good reason to 
hope that when this present world 
with all its grand buildings and gay 
glories shall have passed away, you 
will form part of this temple 1 If 
so, you must be prepared for it 
now. If you do not belong to the 
livi...g temple then, where will you 
be 1 and what will you be through 
eternity 1 Ponder these questions, 
I beseech you, and rest not until 
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you know what you are now, and 
where you will be for ever. 

Some years ago a missionary in 
the West Indies was addressing a 
large congregation mostly composed 
of Negroes. His subject was that 
which I have laid before you-the 
building of the spiritual temple. 
After describing the erection of 
the building by showing how one 
sinner after another was brought 
to Christ and formed and fashioned 
by the Holy Spirit, he reminded 
them of the fact that during the 
progress of a large building much 
rubbish generally accumulates 
around or near it. He then in a 
very solemn manner put the ques
tion, " What will be done with the 
rubbish 1" He paused at these 
words, and there was evidently a 
solemn feeling pervading his sable 
congregation. They seemed to 
realise that it would be a very 
awful thing indeed to be found at 
last among the rubbish. There 
must we be follnd if we are not 
stones in the living temple. Ponder 
the questions - " Where will the 
ungodly and sinner appe:ir 1" 
" What shall the end be of them 
that obey not the Gospel of God 1" 
"How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation 1" Now 
God invites us to make Christ 
our foundation, and declares that 
"whoever does so shall not be con
founded." Let us make sure of 
this, and all will be w-ell for time 
and eternity. 

A still more solemn thought 
grows out of the consideration of 
the scaffolding used in erecting a 
building. Ministers may lay out 
their talents and use their tongues, 
people may give their money and 
show much zeal, God may make 
use of them both; and the preachers, 
the hearers, and the givers may be 
only scaffolding, and not part of 
the temple. The tongues of men 

and angels, the bestowing all our 
goods to feed the poor, a.re all 
nothing without heart penitence 
and heart love. 

"Xot Solomon's seas of brass or 
worlds of stone 

Are half so dear to God as one good 
groan.~' 

Mary's ointment and the widow's 
mite were more to Christ than all 
the works of the Pharisees or the 
gifts of those who did not "give 
themselves." Christ looks not only 
at what is done, but how it is done, 
and why it is done. The present is 
an age of show and exdtement. 
Zeal for that which is external and 
formal suffices for many, and true 
Christians are in danger of being 
enHnared. We are all prone to 
underrate the spiritual, and to be 
pleased with the superficial. The 
Lord Jesus gives us a good key 
note at the well ot Samaria, show
ing that " worship in spirit and 
truth" is the great point under 
this dispensation (see John iv. 21, 
23). Place is of small importance 
in God's eyes; He looks for per
sons, even those " who tremble at 
His word." Isa. I.xvi, 2. Concern
ing the homage of the lips with 
out the heart, God says, " In vain 
do they worship Me." When 
.Paul preached with the matchless 
temples of Greece standing in their 
glory all around him, he exclaimed, 
as Stephen had done before, '' God 
dwelleth not in temples ma.de with 
hands," and adds, " neither is He 
worshipped by men's hands." (Acts 
xvii. 24, 25.) Not what the lips 
can utter, or what the hands can 
rear or mould ; no harmony how
ever sweet, no building however 
beautiful, are anything to Him 
without the heart. 

No one in his senses would de
nounce or depreciate buildings to 
meet in for worship, and also to 
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preach the Gospel in, but it should 
be borne in ·mind, especially con
sidering the tendencies of the pre
sent day, that durinc, the two first 
centuries of t!ie Ch;istian era, the 
followers of Christ had scarcely any 
buildings of their own to meet in ; 
and that it was in the two darkest 
centuries of the Dark Ages, that 
the grandest specimens of Gothic 
architecture were reared pro
fessedly for God's worship. 

Next to making quite sure that 
we form part -0f I.his living temple, 
uur concern should be to be ·used 
as God's instruments to bring 
others to rest upon the only true 
foundation. In ·the day of the 
Lord and through eternity it will 
be esteemed a very high honour to 
:have .instrumentally placed one or 
more stones in that living temple. 

Several temples have been men
tioned, but one other remains sur
passing them aiI, not 1,xcepting 
evllll the last. Moce glorious than 
the UIJiv.erse, more exeellent than 
"-the living temple," the Church, is 
that glorious Pe11son who stood 
on earth, and said, '' Destroy this 
temple, and in three .days I will 
raisll it up." The fearful deed was 
accomplished. By :wicked hands 
they brought into the ruin of 
death, the Priuce of Life, the true 
Temple, in whom nothing but ex
cellency had been manifested, and 
in w horn God dwelt, an apparent 
ruin. But on the •thi1·d day the 
Temple was raised tip, and will 
reruaiu in glory for ever. What 
was done by Him when on earth 
also remains. In Him is all our 
hope. 

There are a f.ew .other words 
utter.ed by Christ on this subject 
well worthy to be pondered. " I 
say unto you that .in this place is 
One gveater than the temple." 
(Matt. xii. 6.) What a daring 
claim mt111t this have appeared to 

the ,Jews l Btit this a.ssert-ion was 
true then of that temple which 
they almost worshipped, and it is 
true now of every other build
ing, yea of heaven itself. But 
as the Jewish • temple was a 
typical building, it :may be profit
able just to glance ,at our Lord's 
w,oi:ds in Te]ation ;to that. Two 
thoughts are sugrrested by this 
claim; which 1tre~ that the Lord 
Jesus excelled the.temple in those 
veryihings for which it was most 
celebrated-and that there is ja 
greatness to be ascribed to Him 
that in no wise belenged to the 
temple. The Jewish temple was 
remarkable for its magnificence 
and beauty, for being the place 
where sacrifice was offoced, and 
acceptance granted. It ·was also 
a .place of Divine manifestation. 
Here were fuuud the Urim, the 
Priest, and the Shekinah. It was 
t.be gathering centre for all Israel, 
the one .plaoe for the uations. It 
contained sac!'ed furniture, and 
was in a sublime sense a "national 
museum." On all those accounts 
it was much spoken about and 
delighted in by God. In all these 
things it shadowed forth Christ. 
His Person is in.fir1ite, His .cha
racter perfect, H;s greatness and 
beauty unsearchable. The taber
nacle of Moses sets Him forth in 
lowly fort11 - '' pitching His tent 
among us" (John i. 16), there 
being no external beauty that man 
could delight in. The .temple of 
Solomon shadow,;; forth His glory 
in heaven, "in whom dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily." 

God who bath accepted His one 
sacrifice now accepts for His mke 
all wbo rely on Him. He is the 
.Altar, the Sacrifice, a.nd the Priest. 
In Him the propitious and parental 
character ot God is revealed. In. 
Him we see God's glory, by Him 
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we hear of His grace, ancl through 
Him we have access with b•il<lness. 
He is the true Shiloh, the one 
stable centre, iu whom God will 
gather all things. (Ephes. i. 10.) 
In Him is room for all who come to 
Him,arulHe will bind them to Him
self for eve:r. In Him all fulnes.
dwells. (Col. i. 19.) All treasures 
<>f wisdom a.n<l knowledge al'e hid 
in Him. (Col. ix. 3.) Of Him God 
continually testifies, in Hirn He 
bath ceaseless delight. His eyes . 
.and His heart are on thls true and 
glorious temple continually. (Isa. 
xlii. l; Matt. iii. 17, xvii. 3.1 

But the contras-t between Christ 
and the temple teaches us as 
much of Him as the parallel. The 
temple, afler alJ, was earthly; 
Christ is heavenly-yea, Divine. 
1Heb. ix. 1-11.) The temple was 
temporary, Christ is eternal. (John 
ii. 19, 20.) He stands for ever in 
resurrection glory. (Rom. vi. 7, 8.) 
The temple was a vain object of 
confidence to self-righteous Israel. 
Christ is a sure ground of hope to 
every self-renouucing si1mer. The 
temple sanctified only externally; 
Chri,t sanctifies really and per
fectly. (Matt. xxiii. 17.) 

.Jesus is indeed great, exceedingly 
GREAT; and God's main design is 
to impress our minds with a sense 
of His greatness. As a Saviour 
He is greater than sin; as an advo
cate, greater than our accuser; as 
a Redeemer, greater tban death; 
as a friend, greater than all our 
foes ; as a theme, greater than all 
sciences or subject~; as a relative, 
He combines in HimSBlf all rela
tions at once, and fillll them up as 
we need them ; as a portion, He is 

greater, far greater than the whole 
world. 

In H_im God may be seen iu the 
, glory of His holiness, the tender
, ness of His love, and the depth of 

His wisdom. Here the voice of 
mercy· may be heard speaking in 
tones of invitation to the distant, 
and pardon to the penitent. Here 
is the only refuge for tho_se whom 
the law curses and God's Just ven
geance pursues. Here communion 
with God may be realised, and con
secration to God attained untG. 
Glorious temple.! stored with a.11 
blessing, filled with all wonders, 
shiniug with all beauties, possess
iug all attractions, To it :may 
millions come and find sure- wel
come, a full acc~ptance by a holy 
Go.cl, free access to a loving Father,. 
and blessed employment to the 
highest glory of the Governor of 
the universe. 

Such are now on their way to 
the city that hath foundations, 
there to serve God day and night 
in His temple, for" the Lord God 
Almighty and the Limb are the 
temple thereof." What wonders 
will then be unfolded! what wor
ship will then be rendered who 
can even imagine 1 There will 
be infinity to study and possess, 
and an eternity to contemplate and 
realise. In Christ we now have 
infinity and eternity corn bin ed. 
He is "all," and He will be "in 
all" now, who abide in Him, and 
come to God by Him. 
'' He is my temple ! I adore 

Th' indwelling majesty and power; 
Anrl still to this most holy placo, 
Whene'er I pray I'll tum my face." 

TVatjQl'rJ. 
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'Ql;alts anh .§kttt~rs. 

THE LITTLE FRENCH 
DRUMMER BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT. 

BY M. E. B. 

CHAPTER IX. 
THE French were now marching on 
Moscow, the ancient capital of the 
Russian empire. Not a doubt was 
entertained that they would take 
possession of it, and the !)ity was 
already more than half deserted. 
Several French residents had been 
murdered by the populace in open 
day, for the inhabitants were highly 
enraged at the prospect of their de
voted city falling into the hand of 
the enemy; and the general in 
command had resolved to burn 
Moscow. 

What a chapter of horrors was 
then opened l Hemmed in on all 
sides, for the fearful Cossacks were 
swarming around, everywhere an
noying the French outposts, and 
cutting off their foraging parties ; 
cold misery, if not absolute starva
tion, only left them the choice of 
dying by slow degrees or of retrac
ing their steps. 

I do not wish to describe the 
disasters of this terrible retreat, it 
is too painful as well as too great 
an undertaking in this simple story; 
it is enongh for me to inform you 
that each returned as best he could, 
that scarcely any regiments found 
their way back to France under 
the command of their officers . 

.E'rolut's regiment, however, was 
one of the rear-guard of this im
ruense army, whose chief duty was 
to hinder the ferocious Cossacks 
from harassing the fugitives and 

massacreingthe unfortunate soldiers 
who had become separated from 
their comrades. One day they had 
crossed a small river, and to pre
vent being pursued by their foes, 
the French had tried to blow up two 
arches of a wooden bridge that they 
had passed; but the barrels of gun
powder had been hurriedly laid, so 
that the explosion produced scarcely 
any effect ; it is true that the arches 
were a little displaced, but the 
whole of the timber work still 
remained over an immense beam, 
whieh served to prop it up; and if 
the Russians had arrived, very soon 
they would have rebuilt the bridge, 
and been in hot pursuit of the 
retreating enemy. 

The geneml in command, seeing 
that the safety of a part of the 
army depended on this bridge being 
destroyed without loss of time, de
termined to send several sappers to 
undermine the beam, and so dis
place the remainder of the timber 
work. 

They were on the point of start
ing for that purpose, when suddenly 
the foe came in sight on the oppo
site bank ; and then began so 
terrible a discharge of mu3ketry 
that it appeared quite improbable 
that the sappers could ever reach 
the fatal beam; they were about to 
retreat when a soldier was seen in 
the river, his axe upon his shoulder; 
he dived, but soon reappeared, aud 
by his immense heard, it was sup
posed that one of the sappers had 
resolved to devote himself for the 
safety of the others. 

All the men in the regiment kept 
their eyes fixed upon him as he 
swam, while the Russians made the 
water around him hiss with their 
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shower of bullets; still the brave 
fellow did not seem to hesitate on 
that account, At length, after 
superhuman efforts, he reached 
the foot of the pier of the bridge, 
and with a few blows from his axe, 
he beat down the rest of the beam, 
which, in the distauce, seemed of a 
tremendous size, but in reality it 
was already three parts broken. 

Immediately after this intrepid 
exploit, the timber-work of the two 
archea fell into the river, and the 
water spurted into the air with a 
loud noise. The courageous sapper 
was no longer to be seen anywhere ; 
however, ere long, the wreck of the 
beam and archtJs floated on the 
surface, and the soldier, who was 
evidently making for the bank; 
there was a general rush to en
courage and help him with poles, 
etc.; at length he gained the river's 
brink. 

Amid the numerous misfortunes 
that had befallen the retreating 
army, it was refreshing to witness 
such a deed of heroism ; so the 
general approached the edge of the 
stream, to welcome the noble fel
low, and was greatly amazed to see 
our friend, the little drummer Fro
lut, emerge from the river, with a 
long, flowing, bbck beard on his 
chin. 

"Whatever is this?" inquired 

he ; "what is the meaning of this 
masquerade P" 

"I am Frolut," replied the little 
drummer, "Frolut, to whom you 
promised to give the cross of the 
Legion of Honour as soon as he 
had a beard on his chin; I think 
he's got a famous one now ; ,there's 
your money's worth, I'm sure; 
your piece of twenty francs went 
to pay for it.'' 

The general was thunderstruck 
at such a mixture of bravery and 
ingenuity. He took the little 
drummer by the hand a.9 though 
he had been a grown-up man, and 
unfastening the cross he was in the 
habit of wearing in his own button
hole, and which he had earned by 
great bravery and many services to 
his imperial master, he bestowed it 
upon Frolut. 

F;:om that hour the seniors of 
the regiment made a great deal of 
our hero, and the drum-major gave 
him no more canings. 

One of his comrades, a young 
French soldier, named Henri Cha
bot, who had been wounded in au 
encounter with the enemy, was 
struck with admiration at the boy'i; 
heroic conduct, and took him under 
his special protection the rest of 
the way. It was fortunate for Fro
lut he had so true a friend. 

rTo be continued.) 

'filyings ®:mbe anb Jlcasani. 

CIIRIST DEEP IN THE 
HEART. 

IT is related of a French soldier 
who fought in the wars of the first 
Napoleoll, that having received a 
bullet in his breast, he was carried 
off to have it extracted by the 

surgeons, and that in extracting 
it they cut again and again until 
he exclaimed, '' Gentlemen, cut a 
little deeper, and you will find the 
Emperor." So it should be with 
our hearts and Christ. If they 
were opened would Christ be found 
there 1 Would His name be en-
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graven there 1 The prayer of the 
Apostle was that " Christ might 
dwell in our hearts by faith, that 
we being rooted aud grounded in 
love, might comprehend with all 
saints the breadth, depth, length 
and height of His love." Blessed 
are they in whom it is fulfilled. 

HOW TO SPELL HEAVEN. 

0:s: ! if you want to know what 
heaven is, know what Christ is, for 
the way to spell heaven is with 
those five letters that make up the 
word Jesus. When you get Him, 
He shall be all to you that your 
glorified body shall need, and all 
y0ur glorified spirit can conceive. 

SPURGEON. 

USELESS KNOWLEDGE. 

As gold which he cannot spend 
will make no man rich, so know
ledge which he cannot apply will 
make no man wise.-JAY. 

THE UNERRING FOOL. 

IN a village in Buckinghamshire, 
there lil ed a poor idiot, who looked 
such an object of pity that the 
people tried to persuade the minis
ter to forbid him coming to their 
phice of worship, but the minister 
would not do that. One day how
ever he took this verse for his text. 
"And an highway shall be thue, 
and a way, and it shall be called, 
The way of holiness ; the uncl~an 
shall not pass over it; but it shall 
be for those : the wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein." 
On hearing this the poor creature 
got up and, regardless of those 
a1·ound him, clapped his hands and 
cried out, "Then I shall be saved: 
then I shall be saved.'' Blessed be 

God, many such poor fools have 
found their way ~afe to glory. 

HARSH PREACHING. 

"I BELIEVE," says Cooper," no man 
was ever scolded out of his sins. 
The heart, corrupt as it is, and 
because it is so, grows angry if it 
be not treated with some manage
ment and good manners, and scolds 
again. A surly mastiff will bear, 
perhaps, to be stroked, though he 
will growl even under that opera
tion : but if you touch him roughly 
he will bite. There is no grace 
that the spirit cf self can connter
feit with more success than religious 
zeal. A wan thinks he is fighting 
for Christ and he is fightiug for 
his own notions. He thinks that 
he is skilfully searching the hearts 
of others when he is only gratify
ing the malignity of his own, and 
charitably supposes his hearers des-, 
titute of all grace, that he may 
shine the more in his own eyes by 
the comparison. When he has per
formed this notable task he wonders 
that they are not converted: he 
has given it them soundly, and if 
they do not tremble and confess 
that God is in him of a truth, he 
gives them up as reprobate, in
corrigible and lost for ever. But 
a man that loves me if he sees me 
in an error will pity me, and en
deavour calmly to convince me of it 
and persuade me to forsake it. If 
he Las great and good news to tell 
me, he will not do it angrily, and 
in much heat and discomposure of 
spirit. It is not therefore easy to 
conceive on what ground a minister 
can justify a conduct which only 
proves that he does not understand 
his errand. The absurdity of it 
would Ct,r.l;aioly strike him if he 
were not himself d0luded, ·, 
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Words of Life. ~o. :al. On Hope. By 
DowsoN MASSY, D.D., late Reclor of 
lladrnlstown. (Hal)lilton, A.dams 
•and Co., 32, Paternoster-row.) 

Tms work deserves an extensive cir
culation. It is carefully written, shows 
the high spiritual tono of the author's 
IQind, and is well calculated to cheer 
:i,nd build up the Christian in his 
hope in the Gospel of Christ. The 
subject is dealt with in chapters on 
"The Riches of IIopo," " The Pleasures 
of Hope," "The Patience of Hope," 
and "'fhe Hope of _the .Early Church." 

,lly Dear Old [Jome, and The Sisters. 
By J.B. L., Author of Lottie Wilson, 
The Unexpected Legacy, and other 
Tales. (~lliot Stock, Patornoster
Row.) 

WE have here a little book, well got up 
in strong binding, good letter-press, on 
fine-toned paper, and the contcnLs 
showing tho usual care and talent of 
J. B. L. Its lines are instructive, its 
aim good, and we believe it will form 
a choice present book for girls. 

The Valley of Death Rai-lwa~. A 
Dream by an Old Trav~llor. (Elliot 
Sto~k.) 

A CURIOUS but profitaLlo publication; 
fanciful, yet real. Contains solid 
truth, forcibly put. The illustrations 
are natural and striking. To r.cad the 
first page means reading to tho encl of 
the ,olume. 

MAGA¼IKES, PAll-IPlIL.l,;TB, &c. 

V ARIQUS rep0rts 
Christian work. 
pleasure that of 
Society. 

ha,c reached us of 
We have read with 
the Soldiers' Friend 

The Naval Sci-ipture Readers' Suciel!J, 
TJ,e Golden,lane .Mission. Most in
teresting. (.j_ur,rtedy llecord •!f the 
Tdaita,·ianBib/e Society. The Ragged 

Scltool l,-nion (J,uarteriy Record, with 
coloured chromo of King Edward 
Industrial Schools, Albert-streot, Mile, 
end New-town. The Youn_q Men's 
Missionary Advocate, .and The jJfis
sionary Herald. God speed them all. 

Cl,ristian (Jiving. ·By JosE-Pu 
FLETCHER, Minister of Gommercial
roacl Uhapel. (E. l'viarlborough and 
Co., 4, Ave Maria-lane.) We :are 
heartily thankful to our brother for 
this outcome of his mind. It is on a. 
subject on which, after all our giving, 
instruction is noedcd. '.The views of 
the writer arc well sustained by solid 
argument, earnest appeal, and striking 
illustration, and we hope for the saks 
of the Church and go,llincss it will 
have a. large circnlatiou. 

Apostolic Succession. By ANGL0-

8AxoN. (Elliot Stock.) A New 
Testament Ch1trr-h fr, its Relation to the 
tYeeds and Tende,zcies of the Age. By 
J OIIN CLIFFORD, }I.A., LL.B. In tho 
:lormer of these we have the question 
of Apostolical Succession vigorously 
dealt with, and the pretensions of cer
tain ecclesiastics plucked up by the 
1·oots ; and in the second the Oh urch 
of Christ is put before us distinct 
from a thing of tithes, glebcs, livings, 
and politics, but as a body quickened 
by the Spirit, alive unto God, and 
burning with des:re for every good 
work. We commend them both. 

A Dialague Between a J3aptist and a 
I'edouaptist. By DAVID Yot:NG, twenty
four years Minister of the U n\ted Prcs. 
byterian Congregation of Kinclaven. 

, A revisod edition. Second thousand. 
We are glad to find this well-reasoned 
and useful pamphlet has .reached a 
second edition. We hope still further 
adrnnces will be,called for. It must do 
good. 

Tlw Quarterly Regisier ~! t/,e Bap
tist 1,·act Society, wit!, Summary oj 
Worl: aurl l.i,t of 8ubscnj,tions. Also 
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specimens of new tracts, good and 
useful. 

TRACTS :-555. Ritua/istfr Sapping 
and Jfining, 8pp. 556. Fact Stra11ger 
than Fiction, 4pp. 557. What the 
Pmyers ef a Sunday-school Teacher 
Did, 4pp. 558 . .A Christian Mother'., 
Influence, 8pp. 559. The Sailor's 
Story, 8pp. 560. An Old .Man\s Ston;, 
8pp. 561. Christ-Not Sacmment.,, 
4pp. 582. Not Doing, but Tm..ti11y, 
4pp. ,'iG3. Ladies' ~liission JVorl~ in 
the PnMie Bottse.s ef Calcutta, 8pp. 

HAXDllILLS :-How theim,alid Horse 
Clipper Found Peace, 2pp. I Choose 
the JVodd, !lpp. 

Tlw Teachers' Storehouse. (Elliot 
Stock.) Continues well stored with 
valuable materials for Sunday-school 
teachers. 

THE SWEETEST VOICE. 

Speak, Lorrl, for Thy servant hearcth." 
-1 SA~I. 3-11. 

\VHEN toss'd on life's tempestuous sea, 
Its surging waves roll over me; 
I lift a hopeful eye to Thee-

Speak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 

When da.rkness veils this soul of mine. 
Speak that commanding word of Thine; 
•' Let there be light." Shine, Saviour, 

shine. 
Speak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 

·when weakness lays my spirit by, 
When peace, and joy, and comfort fly, 
Aml faith itself seems near to die, 

};peak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 

The Biblical Jiusrnm. (Elliot Stock.) 
Still worthy. 

The Baptist J.liagazine, 21, Oastle
street, Holborn. Quite an average 
number. 

Tl,e Sword and Trowel. (Passmore 
and Alabaster, 4, Paternoster-build
ings.) The letter from ~Ir. Spurgeon 
will be read with both sympathy and 
interest. 

The General Baptist ,'rla_qazi11e. (E. 
::lfarlborough and Co., Ave :lluria-l:me.) 
Contains its usual measure of stirring 
and useful matter. 

Tl,e Baptist and Preeman are still 
working well side by side in the Bap
tist field, and we hope never to suffer 
the loss of being without either. 

If Thou, Great Searcher, see'st "ithin 
This heart some secret lurking sin, 
By me unnoticed and unseen, 

Speak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 
If e'er, in my rebellious pride, 
I daro neglect my faithful Guide, 
.\.nu wander farther from Thy side, 

Speak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 
If tempted and about to fall, 
Yielding to the seducer's call, 
His boasted victory forestall: 

Speak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 
Speak, Lord, anu give the weary rest; 
Thy voice can comfort souls distrest ; 
Relieve the burdened and oppressed: 

Speak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 
Como from tho palaces above ; 
-~nu with Thy voice of melting love, 
To warn, to solace, or reprove, 

t'peak, for Thy servant waits to hear. 
V1lr. LcFF. 
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".FEAR NOT, FOR I A:\1 WITH 
THEE." 

"Fear not, for I am with thee," 
The Lord declares to him 

Who of His grace has tasted, 
And now is dead to sin. 

"Fear not, for I am with thee ; " 
And thou, my child, mnst learn, 

In all life's various changes, 
)Iy presence to discern. 

"Fear not, for I am with thee," 
Though in thy earthly life 

Events should in :My Providcnec 
E'en provocate to strife. 

" Fear not, for I am with thee," 
Though enemies should rise; 

And by their artful practices 
Thy peaceful soul surprise. 

" ],'ear not, for I am with thee,'' 
Whate'er thy state may be; 

If pleasant or unpleasant, 
I'm over near to thee. 

" Fear not, for I am with thee,'' 
The Lord omnipotent; 

And all that thou dost suffer 
?lly Providence hath sent. 

"Fear not, for I am with thee;'' 
And have the acts of men 

At My control and pleasure, 
What need'st thou fear for, then t 

"Foar not, for I am with thee," 
The cause of fear permit; 

But also make the cause of fear 
To Sovereign Power submit. 

"Fear not, for I am with thee;·• 
Remember in thy fear 

The God who all thy fears allows, 
'.Yith aid and comfort's near. 

AG:-.os,. 
,litgu.st, 187G. 

~tnominati.ana:l ~nttllfgtnce. 

CIL\.NGES IX THE PASTOR.\TE. 

REV. E. 11IoRLET, having accepted a 
call to the church at Halstead, Essex, 
has resigned the pastorate of the church 
at Rcdditch. 

Mr. E. Georg-e, of the Pastors' Col
lege, has accepted the invitation of the 
church at Burwell, Oambs, to become 
their pastor. 

Rev. G. P. Gould, ::II.A., eldest son 
of the Rev. G. Gould, of Norwich, has 
accepted an invitation to assist the 
Rev. H. C. Leonard, M.A., in the pas
torate of the Baptist church meeting at 
Bournemouth and at Bascombe. 

Rev. D. George has resigned his 
charge at Lumb, and accepted an invi
tation from tho church at 1\filnsbridge, 
Yorkshire. 

Rev. S. A. S,,ain has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Wantage, 

and accepted a call from the chm·0h in, 
Great Victoria-street, Belfast. 

TENBY.-Rev. H, M. Barnett, B.A., 
formerly of St. Jude's, :Mildmay-park, 
London, who has been lately delivering 
a series of anti-Ritualistic lectures in. 
this town, has accepted the invitation 
to the pastorate of the South Parade 
Church. 

BATH.-Rev. Spencer )forch having 
received au invitation from the church 
at Hay-hill Chapel (originated by the 
labours of Drs. Winslow and Leech
man ), and being encouraged by liberal 
promises from friends towards the re
duction of the debt, has consented to 
accept the pastorate. 

R9v. G. T. Edgeley, of Swindon, has 
accepted the pastorate of the Church at 
Bow, rendered vacant by the removal of 
Rev. J. H. Blake to Luton. 

ASTLEY BRIDGE, BOLTON.-Rev, J. G. 
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Hall, after four years' labour, h,is re
signed the pastorate of the church. 

Rev. J, Collins,of Penge,has receirn,l 
and accepted a very. cordial invitation 
to the pastorate of the church :it John
streot; Bedford-row, W.C. 

NEW CHAPELS •. 

A NEW chapel, at Bourton-on-the
Water, calculated to seat 330, was 
opened on Tuesday, 1st August, when 
two sermons•were,preaehed to crowded 
congregations bytheRev.Dr. Stoughton. 
The cost of the bllilding, including the 
site and schoolrooms, is £2,600. The 
proceeds of a bazaar, which was held 
in the afternoon, together with the col
lections, amounted to nearly £200 
leaving a small debt· still duo on th~ 
building. 

Tho new church nt Bournemouth, of 
which Rev. H. C. Leonard is pastor, 
has been dedicated by a series of ser
vices. Rev. A. Maclaren preached 
two sermons on tho opening day to 
crowded congregations of about 400 
persons. Several ministers of other 
denominations took part in conducting 
the worship. Ou the following Sunday 
the Revs. W. Walters and G. P. Gould 
preached. 

At Stn.tion-end, Harrow, the Regent's
park College Preaching Station Society 
have conducted services for over four 
years. The 1Jlaee of moeting· boia" au 
upper room;incommodious and difil~ult 
of access, it ·has boon decided,to·ereet a 
chapel at a cost of about £400; To 
aid in furnishing thi~ amount a bazaar 
wns held on July 18th and 19th, and a 
tea and public meeting on the W ednes
<lay evening. Rev. T. H. Morgan pre
sided, and tho speakers were Messrs. 
R. D. Packett, the secretary; J. H. 
Diaeen, of Regent's-park College, super
intendent; Smit!,, Spratley, Trenni
man and Comfort: A letter was read 
from l\lr. Spencer, a Churchman, ex
pressing deep sympathy with the 
cause. and enclosing £5 as a s3cond 
donation. He also prom:sed a fmther 
sum, to b<Y paid when tho building is 
Jiuished. The total rMeipts amounted 
to £35. 

RECOGNITIO:N'S. 

DoL.A.l;, RHAYADER,-Services were 
hold on July 13th to recognise Rev, 
Jaboz Jenkins, late of Welshpool, as 
pastor. Setmonlf weM preached by 
the Revs. D. Davies, D_ Davies, E. W. 
,Tames, W. Prossur, and T. '.I\ Davies, 
the devotional parts being conducted 
by the Revs. E. W. James, T. T. 
Davies, and D .. Davies. The con,n-e
gations were large, and tho chu~ch. 
which has been for some time without 
a pastor, appears to be reviving. 

Mr, William James, of the Collego, 
Haverfordwest, was ordaitred to the 
pastorate of the church at Langunider 
on the 17th July. Revs. Dr. Davies; 
J. Jones, T. Davies, D. B. Edwards 
J. Williams, R. Richards, and J. D'. 
Jones took part in the services. 

NORTH BRADLEY.-The· settlement 
of Rev. J. Hanson was· publicly cele
brated on Wednesday, August 9th, 
whon a sermon was preached in tho 
afternoon by Rev. J. Bloomfield. A 
tea was held in the schoolroom, and at 
six .a public meeting in the chapel. 
Bchmd the desk, or school pulpit, was 
a group of portraits of former pastors 
of the Bradley Church, whoso remains 
are interred fo the graveyard in front 
of the chapel, including the Revs. J. 
Clift, J. Wilkins, and G. W. Rod way. 
!n the centre of these were inscribed, 
rn large characters, the following words: 
" Their works do follow them." .i\fr. 
J. S. Whitaker presided, and, in intro
ducing tho speakers, offerod. some 
words of Christian salutation in wel
coming Jlfr. Hanson, their new pastor, 
a:nongst them. 111r. Hanson spoke of 
hrn former sphere of labour in Hudders
field. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

FAREWELL ·O:> THE REV. J. H. BLAKE 
AT Bo\V, -- Valedictory services wore 
held on Wednesday, August 2nd, at 
Bow Baptist Chapel, Lonrlon, to take 
farewell of the Rev. James H. Blake, 
who, after sustaining a successful pas• 
torate there for nearly thirteen years, 
has become the pastor of Park-street 
Baptist Chapel, Luton. Addresses were 
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delivered by the Rev. E. M. Erskine 
(Presbyterian), the Rev. B. Edwards 
(Congregational), Rev. W. T. Lam
bourne, the Rev. R. Finch, the Rev. 
W. A. Blake, tho Rev. J. W. Inglis 
(Baptists), Mr. Thos. Fletcher ( one of 
Mr. Blake's former deacons), and Mr. 
James Cookson, one of the deacons of 
Park-street Chapel, who was present 
with Mr. Simpson, Mr. Souster, and 
other friends from Luton. During the 
evening Mr. Blake received an album 
with omblazoncd, address, inscribed 
also with the names of a number of 
his friends contributing to a purse, 
among whom were the Rev. E. T. 
Driffield, the rector of Bow. who ex
pressed tho highest regar.i for nir. 
Blake, -and regret at his removal. The 
purse contained £64. Mr. Blake also 
presented on behalf of a few young 
friends, a gold Albert chain to Mr. 
Thomas Fletcher. It must have been 
very gratifying to nfr. Blake to find 
himself surrounded on this occasion 
with so many earnest and attached 
friends, and equally satisfactory to the 
rev. gentleman's new friends in Luton 
to hear the roitoratod expression of the 
love and esteem in which their new 
pastor was held at Bow. It appears 

1 

that during Mr. Blake's ministry a , 
chapel has been built at a cost of 1 

nearly £7,000, and a sum of between 
£5,0U0 and £6,000 has been raised for 
the cha.i,el debt and interest. Tho 
pastor seems also to hnve thro,,,-n his 
energies into every ,vork of the neigh
bourhood for promoting the moral and 
physical as well as tho religious in
terest of mankind. So amidst tho 
sincerest affections of his people, anrl 
the highest regard of his brethren of 
all denominations, ,mu the be•t wishes 
of the parishioners of Bow, Mr. Blake 
transfers himself from his former to 
his present charge. Letters of apology 
at absence from the meeting were 
read from the Rev. B. Preece. ::'.Ir. G. 
T. Edgeley, and )Ir. W.R. :\Ia;·sh. 

RE,. C. STARLI~G, on the, occasion 
of leaving Henrietta-street Chapel, 
London. where he has laboured for 
seven years, was presented on the 
31st of July, with a purse containing 
28 sovereigns~ as a token of the regard 

in which he is held by the church and'. 
congregation. 

REV. W. M. LEWIS, who has lately 
reeignad the pastora.te of the church 
at Bridgwater, was p:resented on the 
9th of August with a purse con
taining £50; also with an illuminated 
address bearing testimony to his piety, 
catholicity, and ministerial ability, ,and 
cxpre~sing the regret which the church 
and congregation and town at large 
feel in consequence of the separa.tion. 
The meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. l\Iessrs. Lillington, J. E. Odge!"s, 
~L!L, and E. S. Prout, M.A., who all 
spoke in the highest terms of Mr. 
Lewis. 

)fISCELLA,rnous. 

I:-. Church-street Chapel, Edgware
road, the scene of Dr. Burns's energetic 
ministerial labours for more than forty 
years, a very elegant marble tablet has 
been erected to his honoured memory 
by the ladies of the congregation. 

LONDON BAPTIST ASSOCIATIOX 
EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGN. 

To t!,e Editor<)/ the DAPT18T 
)fESSEKGER. 

DEAR Srn,-Will you permit me to 
answer through your pa.per some of 
the questions being asked me in refer
ence to the proposed evangelistic work 
in connection with the London Baptist 
Association. Doing so will save much 
future letter-writing on the part of all. 

1. The services will be limited to 
charches in the Association. 

2. They are only intended to be 
held on week daya. 

ll. They are to be of a purely evan
gelistic nature. 

4. They are not to be accompanied 
with collections. 

/,. The only expenses incurred hy 
having such services will be the cost 
of the bills announcing them - the 
same to be drawn up and circulate,1 
by tho churches applying-and simply 
the travelling fare of the brethren 
who come. 

Will yon also allow me to say to 
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brethren in the country that I cannot 
undertake any fresh engagements this 
year, as I purpose holding myself free 
for this work, so as to take any date 
that may not be provided for, or supply 
the place of any brother who, having 
1,romised, may, through illness or other 
causes, be unable to fulfil his engage
ment. I ask this as it will save mo 
much correspondence. Begging the 
prayers of your readers for this cam
paign, and asking the associated 
churches to make speedy an·ange-
1nents, 

I remain, yonrs very sincerely, 
ARCHIBALD G. BROW:S. 

:.>, ::.Iornington-road, Bow-road, E. 
Angust 15th, 18i6. 

TK\IPJ<_;RAXCE RE1IINI80ENCES. 

TrrnRcv. R. W. Yanderkistc, of Sydney, 
11Tites :-" The Rev. Edward Robinson 
is one of our oldest total abstinence 
,111 vocates. I found him active in the 
temperance cause when I came to 
~ydney in 1854, and I find him active 
still, although threescore years and 
tr·n rest on his energies. The cele
l,rated Dr. Johnson, of lexicographical 
awl other fame, once said, we are in
formed, of the celebrated '.Vesloy, that 
Nrnre was one thing he did not like 
about him, and that was that, when 
they met, Mr. Wesley had always some 
engagement nearing him, so that •they 
could never have their chat out.' 
Occasionally, I and the Rev. Edward 
ltobinson do have our chat out, and 
would he consent, I think he would be 
just the man to write a capital and 
co11ious volume of interesting temper
ance reminiscences with which a long 
aml useful life has furnished him. 
"\\"e wore conversing the other day on 
thP altered hold which total abstinence 
now has upon the public heart and 
m;nc1, compared with its position thirty 
or forty years ago. 'Well,' said he, 
• now, if you will allow me, I will relate 
an anecdote to the point which tran
spired under my own immediate obser
vation. Of course you knew by fame, 
if not by familiar personal acquaint-

ance, that grea~ leader of Congrega
tionalism, the late Rev. Dr. Raffles, of 
Liverpool.' I assented. '\Yell,' con
tinued my friend, ' I remember meet
ing the Doctor on two oecasions, and 
those two occasions were twenty years 
apart. The first occasion was an 
annual meeting in connection with the 
Congregational Union of England and 
Wales, Dr. Raffles in the chair. The 
toast of the Queen was of course the 
first toast, and, in proposing it, the 
Doctor said, with many sparkles of his 
often exuberant wit, "I believe there 
are a few weak brethren present who 
do not take wine, so let them, if they 
please, respond to the toast by charg
ing th:,ir glasses with cold water." 
Twenty years afterwards I attended a 
great Congregational college meet.ing, 
Dr. Raffl<,s again in the chair. The 
same loyal toast was proposed, but 
how completely had twenty years 
turned the tables ; the doctor said, 
"Nost of the brethren present are 
total abstainers, who will of course 
respond to the toast in their favourite 
beverage, water; I must confess to a 
lingering weakness for a little wine.'' 
The weak brethren in the doctor's 
estimation twenty years before were 
the total abstainers; now the tables 
are turned indeed, and the censor him
self apologises for taking a little wine 
on the score of lingering weakness."'
Yictorian Temperance Year-Book, 1876. 

BAPTISMS. 

Aberdare.--July 26, at the English Chapei 
Three, by Thos. Jones. 

Abersychan.--July 2G, Two, by J. Jones. 
Bangor.-J uly 30, at the English Oha.pel, 

Two, by W. H. Bishop. 
Bedminster, Bristol.-July 23, at Philip-street 

Chapel, Eight, by W. Norris, 
Billingboro'.-August 6, One, by C. Horne. 
Birmingham.-July li, Five, at Longmore

street Chapel, by W. Oates. 
Rirmingham.-July 30, Two, at the New 

Chapel, Little Sutton, by N. Snape. 
f!iw:ld<u, Yorks.-August 4, One, by Il. 

Briggs. 
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B/aenavon.--July 2, Four; 13, Two, at the 
English Chapel, by W: Rees. 

Bradjora.-August 6, Two, e,I Tetley-street 
Chapel, by B. Wood. 

Briuhton.-On August 2, at Bond-stroe~ Five, 
by J. Glo,skin. 

Bri,tol.-Angust 3, at Thursell-strecl Chapel, 
Eight, by W. Osborne. 

Br!f1ihyjryd, Ebbw Vale.-July 16, Fourteen; 
August 13, Seven, by J. Griffiths. 

Bulwell, Notts.-July 23, Three, by C. D. 
Crouch. 

Chepst<>w.-August 5, Three, by W. L, Mayo. 
Cliester.-July 30, at Pepper-street, Three, by 

W.Durban. 
Ciuderjord.-August 6, Six, by Cornelius 

Gdtllths. 
Comme1·au.~-August 6, Two, by W. J. Price .. 
Col,(,nte.fhorpe, Leicester.-July 161 Three, by 

H. Hughes, 
Cv,,.ent-nJ.-Angnst 6, at G~sford-street, 

Three, by H. W. Meadow. 
Dar/Jord.-July 31,e,t Highfield-road, Three, 

by A. Sturge. 
Derby.-July 19, at Osmaston-roe,d Chapel, 

Two, by G. Hill, 
Do/au, Rha.yader.-July 16, Two, by J. Jen

kin-s. 

Du11,friu, West-park.-July 20, One; 2S, 
One, by Wm. Millige,n, junior. 

lJunftrmline,-Auga.st 91 Five, by J. T. Hagen. 
Easlcote.-August 13, Si', by D. Mace. 
Ease Hart/,epoo/.-July 30, Four, by H. Dun

nillf,--1.on. 
Eb1.mezer, Pembrokeshire.--Ju1y 23, One, by 

J.E. l}riffiths. 
EtthorM, Kent,-July 23, Three, by J. 

Stubbs. 
Falmouth.-August 3, Three, by W. Gooch. 
G!a,tonbury.-Aug. 10, Four, hy G. Pring. 
Hacerigg, Cumberland.-J uly 23, Three, by 

R. Richardson. 
Jiay.-July 30, Three, by J. Mathias. 
Hurnc™U.e, Lincolnshire.-July 3, Two, 
llorsjorth, nee,r Leeds.-July 2, One, by J. 

Harper. 
Jarraw-on-Zyne,-July 23, Two:; 30, Three, 

at Gro.nge-road, by W. Satchwell. 
Ki,.tan Lindsey.-June 28, Ten, by J. Young. 
Launceston.-July Hi-, Three; 301 One, by J. 

Wusou.. 
Lifton, De-von,-Augn.et 6, Five, by G. 

Parker. 
Little Leigh, Cheshire.-August 6, One, by A. 

Spencer. 
Liverpool.-July 30, at Soho-street, Five, by 

E. E. W•lter. 
Llam,lly.-July 30, at Iloreb, Five, by J. G. 

Phillips. 
Li,oynpia.-July 16, at Jerusalem Chapel, 

Ten, by J. R. Jones. 

taf:c~ghu;ood.·- -August 6t Two, by n.. Bo.s

.Jfanchester.----J uly 19, at Hamer-street, Eight, 
by W. Birch. 

Marloe,,-July 18, One, by W. He.mes. 

Metropolitan District:-
Bark ing.-J uly 20, Three, by W. J. Tom

kins. 
Blackheat/r. - August 1, at Daere-park 

Chapel, Five, by W. Usher. 
Borough-road.-Jnly 22, Three, by G. W. 

Mccree. 
Camberwell.-July 30, a.I Wyndham-road 

CThapel, Throe, by H. W. Childs. 
Commercial-road. -July 30, Six, by -. 

:Fletcher. 
Dulwich.-... \ugm1t 13, at Lordship-lane 

Chapel, Six, by H.J. Tresidder. 

C~~~~f/North).-Au.gust =lt Four, by ,l. 

c::i;:ington.-August 3, Seven, by w. 

Hounslow, Pro"idence Chapel.-AuQ'Ust l?i 
T1vo, by W. A. Blake, of .Brentford, 

0 
' 

Jfetr<>politan Tal>ernacle.-July 31, Twenty
two; August 3, Thirteen, by llr. J. A. 
Spurgeon. 

Ri<lmwnd.-July 16, at Parkshot Chapel, 
Three, by J. II. Cooke, 

Surbiton-hi/1.-July 30, Five, by W.Baster. 
,lliddlesbro' .-July 30, a.t Boundary-road., One 

by G. W. Wilkinson. ' 
Mills Hi/~ near Manchestar.-Auemt 9 

Nine, by W. Wiggins. =-
1 

lJiUon-uwJ.er- Wychwood, Oxon. -July 13, 
Three; August 10, Three, by H. Winsor. 

Jlonnwuth.-July 23, Six; August 2, One, by 
W.Morgan. 

.llorley.-J uly 30, Three, by the pastor. 

b/~_u-rht:~1, Pembroke.-August 3, Two, 

Narberth.-July 2, Three, by B. Thomas. 

J. "~!~h1:ii: near Dudley.-July 16, Eigb.t, by 

Newllaoen, Sussex.-Augus t 13, Ona, by H. 
G. Blackie. 

New Whiteington,-July 23, Two, hy R. T. 
Lewis. 

...Yorthamptan.-June z~, Ten; Augru.t 3", 
Twenty-one. 

Koctin{lham.-July 20, at Exeter Hal~ Four-
teen, by E. J. Silvertou. 

Ogden.-Augu.st 6, Three, by A. E. Greening. 
O.w:aldtwistle.-August 6, Two, by J. X aylec. 
Oldham. - July 30, at :il.la.nchesler-street, 

Three, by E. Balmlord. 
Old Swan, Liverpool,-Jnly 30, Three, by D. 

Jones. 
Preston.-May 28, at Pole street Chapel, 

Two; July 31, Two, by H, Dunn. 
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Quantocl:, Buc:ks.-August S, Si:x1 by G. 
Dun.nett. 

Ram.~boUom.~Jan. 2, Four:; ].fuy 7, Four; 
June 11, Ten; July I, Elev-en, by R. Jl1aden. 

llattlesden, Suffolk.-August 6, Three, by E. 
Probert, 

Rho!, Mountain Ash.-Juty 23, Five, by W. 
Williams. 

R-iddings.-!.aguet 61 Three, by C+ F. Jamie
son. 

Risca.-Angust .5, at the English Ohe.pel, 
Four, by T. Thomas. 

Royton.-July 30, at Oldlmm-road Chapel, 
Eight, by H. Webster. 

Ryeford, ne11,r Ross.-August 2, Four, by E. 
Walkins. 

St. Helen's, Laneashlre.-August G, at Pa1·k
road, Three, by W. C. Tayler. 

St. 1Yeot'11 Hunt.-Angast 4, at East-street 
Chapel, Three, by J. Raymond. 

SheplonMul/et.-August 'l, at the Old Chapel, 
Cro:scombe, Three, by G. Lanes, 

Shortham, Snssex.-Jnly 16, Three; 30, Four 1 

by J, w. HaITald. 
Skeru-n.-June 4, Two, by J.E. GrJlliths. 

Southamptrm.-J uly 30, at C&rlton Cha.pel, 
Eight, by E.. Osborne. 

South Mo/Ion, Devon.-July 30, Three, by H. 
Hawks worth·. 

Su.tton-in-the-Elm.s.-August G, Seven, by W. 
Bull,B,A, 

Sutton-on-Trent, Notts.-July 23, One, by H. 
A. Fletcher. 

Swan.,ea.-Jnly 26, at York-pl1>oe Cha.pel, 
Eight, by B. D. John. 

Taunton.-July 30, at Albemarle Cha.pel, 
Five, by O. Tidman. 

Thurlei{lh, Bed!i.-Jnly 2, Two~ Augp.st 61 

One, by G. Chandler. 
Treherbert, Glamor-ganshire.-August 1::1, at 

the English Chapel, Three, by H. Rosser. 
Treort•y, July 16, at the English Chapel• 

Two; AuguBt 131 Two, by D. Davies. 
Trowbridge, Wilts.-August G, -Seven, by A. 

English. 
Trubur11. Worcestershire.-A.ngust 6, Two. 

by A. T. Head. 
Ul/erton.-J una 24, Four, by W. Sharman. 
JVecluwre, Somerset.-August 2, Four, by Tp 

J. Haz7.a1·d. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNAeLE. 

PRESIDENT-C, H, SPURGEON. 

Statement of ReceiptB from July 1 Gth, 1876, to =August 19th, 187G. 

£ s. d. 
A Tburnd!ly Night 

Hearer ................... ~ 0 U 
Mrs. Mackenzie ...... 1 0 0 
Dr. Bellby ........... .... 2 0 0 
ll:r. Flykes ............... 0 2 6 
:'\lr. Berry .... . .......... 1 0 O 
.I. M. Otago ............ l 10 O 
Mr. R. L. Combe ...... 2 0 0 
A. B. ........................ o 10 o 
An Imo.lid Lady ...... 10 0 0 
.!l.lr. and Mrs. Robin-

Proceeds of Anni-
-versary, per ll-1r. E. 
Brown ................. . 

.Mr. T. Ledl:lbarr1 ••.••• 
A Sister, B&r.kbca.d .•. 
Mrs. McIntyre ........ . 
Mr. Wyatt .............. . 
B.A ........................ . 
C.M.M ................. .. 
C.E ........................ . 
Mrs. Morris ........... . 

~on .................... . 0 Mr. Orowhurst ........ . 
Durweston Chimertl- O W.W ..................... . 
Dnrweston FriendR .. . 8 Three Glasgow Bank 

£ s. d. £ ,. d. 
Arr. Sornmervill ...... o 10 o 
Mr. Feltham .. . ......... 0 10 0 

3 [) Mr. A. Fowler ......... o 10 O 
6 6 Mm. Glenmtn ..... .. .. 1 0 0 

o 2 6 M. C. Crediton.......... o 6 O 
0 2 6 Mr. Robert Miller ... 20 () 0 
2 2 0 Mrs. Rathbone Taylor 2 10 0 
o o .R. W. M................... 2 0 0 
0 5 6 Mrs. SimR ............... /j O 0 
O 10 O Mrs. Harding ..... .. . . l O 0 
O 10 0 Mr. E. Glenny ...... _. 1 0 0 

o o Weekly orrer~ at 
0 0 Metropolitan Ta-

:'!Ir. Ballard ........... . 

l 0 
0 10 
0 10 
1 0 
2 2 
0 2 
0 10 
0 2 
1 1 
0 7 
0 

0 Notes .................. O O 
bernacle :-July 16 4.7 13 G 

July 23 30 2 9 
,, 303223 
Ang.6 ,'JO 2 9 

The Misses Dransfleld 
Mrs. Guest .............. . 
Mr. Cooper Locbce .. . 
Elizo.Bush .............. . 
,rr. Galloway ........ . 
Mrs. Collins ........... . 
Mr. W. Hearn ........ . 

0 Mr, D. McPherson ... O 5 o 
6 Marks Tey............... 0 5 o 
0 Mr. J. Groom............ l o o 
0 Mrs. l'amnel .... ........ l o o 
0 Mr. H. O,mond......... 2 0 0 
6 Jilr. Seivwright......... O V 11 
6 Mr. G. M. IlAbbich ... 1 0 0 

l?,. 29 5 

£2"7 10 3-

Sub.,cr·ptions will b~thankfullyreceived by O.H.Spurgeon,Mctr0politan Tabernacle. 



B'I:Ml"LE FAOT AND SIMPLE FAITH."' 

j.'BJIJlllfO!I 'DJl!LIVEBllD :LT ·THE HETBOPOLITA.M TA.BltBNAOL'II:, 'BY O. E. SPURGBGJI • 

., Be it ltnl1Wn 1tnt& yc>'ll, therefore, m:en 11nd brethr&n, that th?Ou-gh' tb.is !llU1 
is prea:i:u,,d·u.nto ·you tm, forgi.-eness of Bin3, 1md by Him !Ill that believe 41"8 
j ustifi~~ from al~ .. things from which they could not ba j ustifiod by the 1&"11' i,f 
·.MOll!lS. -TAx::118 mn. 58, 39. 

,Al'llSTOLlCU,pl'eaching was widely different from the common aerrnoni.siug 
.of thi.i . .a,ge. Douhtles!!, when ,the Apo~tles a.tldres!l8d assemblies f>f 
.bdieveni, .tb.ey. t00k di~tinct subjects and kept to tbell.l, opening up and 
_expourn:li11.g the particular truths they had iu view. But .whan speaking 
to the out..ide world, .and making their appea.ls to unbelievers, they do 

.not W1nally appe1tr to have seleated 11,ny one doctrine aa their topic. Tlw 

.manner in·whfoh they preached did not so much consist in inculca.ti11~t .a 
,apecific- doctrine, a.nd ,ghowiug .the -inferences that would rut.turally ariffe 
.from, it, 3.il it did in declaring certain facl.s of whicl1 they had been . .letual 
,witneS1IBs.themselves, and had been chosen to bear witne<:JS J;o others. Tum 
to P.:ter's aermoa at Penteeot.t, or the same Apostl.:'~ sermon to Corneliue, 

:or to the :oocord of .Pan.I's preaehing at ·Pllrga or at Antioch, you wilt find 
.these disconr:ses w.ere an argument from the Scripturoo.tha.t wi God bad of 
old. promised to seud a.Sa.viour,-sQ Jes.us Cb.rist ha.d O()ft)6 io.t.o the wor\d, 
.had liv-ed a b.oly life,. ba.d been put to dea.th> being .falsely a<:mued, harl 
.. been laid in the gni.vei &fteF three days harl riseu a:ga.iu, th,at. aft.eJ."Cwat:dti 
lie had ucended, acaordiog to the 1¥:stirooay of the 1"1·ophds. Of Hfo1 
;they spake, that whoB,Qev.er believed: in this rn&n, who ll'as vflry (lQd,1 

should certainly be saved by Him. This was th-e declara.tiozi.. whieh .they 
-~e. I do not find them as-a. rull~·expouading the do~-tlline o.f ele,etion 
in promiBOI.WIJB &iiSembliea of u!lbeliever11; arguing the subtle questions of 
fr~e .agency arm pred6'tinotion, or ·st.i-iv.il:Jg about wer.1$, to no pruftt, to 
the subverting I}( .the he.'n"erll. Their resalute purpos11- it was to declare 

.those things that pertain directly to the.salvation of tke soul, thia beipg 
the all-impin-ta.nt ma.tter whiah they would have all nwn fa ~d. Thns 
they cha.Tged ovffy one who heard thein, at the pe11il,of·hl11 soul,.to aaelll)t 
the revelwon and embrace the liaith qf .the Gospel. Li.;ten to the A~tle 
.Paul in :that Wl,1(11,Wl filteenth.ch:wter i~ the fir.~i Epi.l.Uetotb.e Corinthiau.s, 
which is n.,uall]' ne1Ld at funera.ls. He ,.a11ys tbere-" M.ore&T!lll",. bret.h~, 
I declare unto ,you the Gospel wmch l ite~i-ve.red un.tQ ye11.'' Now yw 
expect him to.begin a long list 'Of doctrines ;- bl\t instea;i of that he aiya, 
1

' How tht.~ Chrilst died. for on sil)S. 8-(loordiug to the S<»"i(>turas ; awl 11W 
. He was: buried, and that on. the.third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures.." This it is: that he ewphat.ically describes as the Gospel, 'l'b 
11.s~rt. thei!0 wit.¥, to e1hor.t. men to,believie· them, a.ud to put their trut ill 
the Man, who thu:s lived, and ,died,. and roae again, was the1 pr,;,aehing of 
th.e '001pel which of old ~hook llbe ho.a.ry systems of llllperltitfon, ia.st1tned. 
though they .seemed to be.upon their thronea most. ~ecurely ; whiah elight
ened t:h.e darkness,:of hea.theiuio[l),,and made, in those fir,it ages• of Chris-

* 'l'his Sermon being Oopyright, the right of reprinting 1111d tritnslating i;; reserved. 
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ti&Qity, the whole world to be astonished with the light and the glory of 
Chrii5t. 

Let as, then, strive to imitate the Apostles, and endeavour to preach a 
simple Gospel sermon, if not with their ability, or with their inspiration, 
yet with their earnestneSB, and with the same desire as burn~ wi&hin 
their bosoms, that men may be saved thereby •. We shall accordingly have 
to d~al first with the history of JU'IU whom we hold forth aa a lkwiour. 
Secondly, with tlte clail11,8 of Juus,: and thirdly, with the bkmnga wl,ich 
Juus brings. 

I. In respect to THE HISTORY OF Ji-:sus, if you will kindly refer. to yoor 
Bibles you will find that the Apostle here commenced hill sermon h, 
noticing that many prophets had gone before to ~ conc,ming tk4 comurg 
ef JezU&. In the twenty-third verse he especially mentions the promiee 
made to David, that of his seed God would raise up a Prince and a 
Saviour to the house of Israel. Let me remind you, brethren, that full 
often in the world's history sages ha.ve appeared, claiming a Divine inspi
ration, whose announcements fostered the hope of a coming man wno 
should redeem the world from thra.ldom, and become the Saviour of our 
race. All the seers whose eyes were anointed of God to look into the 
flltare herald the advent of a great Prophet, a Prince, and a Saviour, 
,Whose claims to homage it would be alike perilous and preposterous to 
rejeet. These prophets have appeared at divers times and various places~ 
and without any collusion they have one and all proclaimed the same 
thing. The most of them sealed their witness with their blood. "Which 
of the prophets did not your fathers slay 1" Yet in the teeth of suffering 
extreme or of violent death, they seem to have been impelled by a Divine 
furore within them to proclaim, even to the last, that One was coming 
who would overturn the old rei~u of terror, and the olJ order of outward 
eeremonies, to introduce a spintua.l kingdom, and to redeem the world 
from its sins and sorrows. 

In the favoured land of Jm]rea. that bright star of hope beamed most 
brightly through the dark night of Jon~ years and dreary watches. At 
length there appeared a remarkable individual who had been foreshown 
by some of these prophets. They bad signified that before the promised 
Man, the Messiah, arrived, there would be a harbinger~one 1ilte uni. 
Elijah. Elias would 6rst come. Now the Tishbite whose career had been 
BO memorable in Israel was a man of much sanctity, but little polish. His 
raiment was rough, his diet frugal, his bearing austere, and his address 
earnest or even vehement. He seemed to be fh-e embodied, if such a 
thing could be-so strong was his 'pa.saion aud so dauntless his courage. 
He laid the axe at the root of every sin, nor did he quail before any 
man's face, however high his station or lorty his pretensions. Let him 
but detect a wrong, lie denounces it with all his might. Eighteen centuries 
have transpired since there appe~red in the wilderness, near the river 
Jordan, a man whose raiment was of camel's hair, and whose meat was 
locusts and wild honey. A child of the desert, ascetic in his habits, with 
a ministry all his own, rebuking the vices of the age with defiant air, and 
summoning men to repentance in trumpet tones, till the whole of Judiea, 
was startled with the phenomenon, and the multitudes poured forth from 
town and village to hE-ar his preaching, '' Repent, for tne kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." The one culminating point of his exhortations was 
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this-" Behold the Lamb of God!" Look for Him, gaze at Him, 'resort 
to Him. He taketh away the sin of the world. His mission it was· to 
mue Btra.ight in the wildernelll a highway for 'the eoming of the Lord, 

· whaae llhoee'latchet he deelared himself not worthy to unloose. At lenA?th 
the Saviour came-the Saviour promised long. From the privacy of flis 
~ at Nazareth where He had been brought up He came to the river of 

. J.aan. Of His mincttlom birth and His infancy I forbear to speaJ[. 
He appeared in the wildemeas where John ministered by the fords of 
Jordan, and demanded baptism; and as He ea.me up out of the water the 
Holy Spirit descended upon Him like a dove, and a voioe was heard by 
many witneeses, ''This is My beloved Son. Hear ye Him," This man, 
this wonderful individual, who bad now become openly manifest, lived for 
three years a. puLlic life of extraordinary benevolence, in which there was 
a. combiaation of deep humility and Divine power-the most memorable 
life on record. Imagination has never dreamed its equal. Those who 
have lhought much on virtue have been utterly unable to construct the 
story of a 1ife out of their invention that could at all resemble it, o,: com
pare with it for parity or symmetry-a life in whfoh there was not so 
much any oae prominent virtue, as all the virtues divinely blended. As 
gent.le Ma lamb, as bold ae a lion, stern against hypocrisy, always tender 
towards the sinner, especially when the tear-drop of repentance glistened 

· in the eye. A man who rent to pieces all the old formalities, denounced 
the learning of the Rabbis, and came with nothing but His own force of 
charaetar and the witness of God, to speak truths which, like ~ht, are 
self-nidential-trutba which stand the test of time, and weatlier the 
,eh..., of cirettmstaaee; truths which will endure unimpaired when the 
old 1liiorltl: baa 1)Mlllld away ; truths which have set free human minds from 
the su,n1- of snperatition ; truths which have gladdened the daughters 
-of deepllir ; trnths which have always been most acceptable to the p«lr 
a.nd needy ; trnths which have elevated humanity from the very hour in 
which they were first proclaimed ; truths which have drawn disciples 
through the ages, and have filled heaven with His admirers, who fall 
,down before the glorious Son of God and worship Him ; truths which 
.will yet. make this world bright in the light of heaven. 

1 Now Ula.t Man lived a perfectly blameless life-so blameless that when 
· His enemies sought His death they could not find anything to lay to His 
charge, and therefore by false witnesses they aecwied and condemned Him. 
The great point in His history to which we always. call your most d-avout 
.attention, and to which the Aposttes always bore the most vehement 
testimony, was this-that He was crucified. It would he policy, some 
suppose, to conceal this. This great Teacher, this Promised One, ·this 
Divine Man-for He was man yet Ood, perfect Goo and perfect man:
.actnally died a felon's death. He was taken by wicked bands, scourged, 
mocked, made to carry His cross, and then on Calvary was fastened to 
the tree, and there He died. :Eut we must tell/ou the interpretation 
which lends a charm to the information. He die there as a substitute 
for man. Be had no guilt of His own, bat He WM appointed by God to 
bear all the sins of all His people-of all men, in fact, who will believe on 
Him. He was punished that they might not be punished. lie bore the 
penaUy for all belie~ers that they might be released from the dread 
punishment that _justice demanded of them. He di<1, in fact, go up to 
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Jtibat 'mBe owith the lo1td •of ca.ll the guilt• •of· all who had believed and, aD 
,,a,b0,BhUJkl believe piled upo11 Ria sboulders; Mld,owmg to the e~llenc& 
,of BiSJnatnre, being Goci, Hi&ll!llferiogs maii'e:aitonement for all the·gaftt 
,of dl tlmt :wwt mult~ude. lt w.aeaem11dh ·a :riadiea.tion of God's jftS!iee 
,u.if!·aD,ithose ten thousand: tiroes·hm. 'thousand had :been -east into ru!ll.lior 
.IM'W . . .S:'ere :was the fact. The pun:ishment.due to all those aouia was )Mlft 
.inte1oneJbillter eu.p, a;u,d Je1111s on th.e tree ,put ·tm::Lt C1llp to His: lips.and-

"· At nne tremendo;,:s drallght ·of 'love 
He drank damntllti:oa.'1ry." 

-4rimk 1to tlte ver,y d~ all tihe, wrath whfoh Ood bad <toWMds• His 
olfeadw;!l; <liin'f1111 guilty, and -.i.liemned people, and th~ W'!!l'I! therefore 
,eJear. 1lbi11 •is tilre great -doot.riue '0f the Cross. '" God was fu {lhri&t 
rtaon<iil:mg the world t1nto. Hims&lt~ not imputing their tretipm!- 1111to 

ttrem,'" When ·tukea '41ow1'1 from Vhe -0ros.s·He was laid in the t>om\i. ·There 
flis._red b0dy remained for 'llh1iee days, il!>ut·oa the morning of the third 
4-y, 'b:f His own eternal pO!Wer ,oo<l Gedhead, H,e rose again from the 
'gr&Tt! siooe He could not ,be holden by the bands ,of death, and miw Ele 
liveth-heooeforllh He ever lives. Alt this .moment, th,i Man whe ·was 
ber-n ,ol the Virgie 'llJt Bethlehem, who ,was put to deatll in weakness by 
~· Plilate, but was, raised in powt>r, haviog ascooded 'fln''high,4ter 
·H.;, iresorrecticm, sirs at the r~t ,harul •of '.the Father, wheFe .llil •man, 
thoagh G.>d~ He p!eads ·with God. inoe!!B1illt1-y ,fm ns, and by His .eternal 
merit .saVllt'h. so m1my » put. .ttiei:r- trust in Him. 'These ar,e hiEIWl>'ical 
fact& 'Which th<e Glospel •hord11 forth to be ·rul"ely ilelieved. · Some think 
t!hem old •iivea'·~s. Let them think s0; they miss the :b1111efi:t.wliich 
'8imple fii.itb.··1"l>ll'td .eertafoly•O(!)llfer. 'Oa tiheir .own Jbeada be the b1ame, 
for qt their•0w.a '80Uls wiff .oorue the sma'l".t. 111fany of us .ca'll avel'., wit.h 
•miT Mds •on our -bt-ea.shl, that we have proved 1.be tw.ribb.· of all Utat is 
•wrilliea ,.iu • 1;be Bode. These ~0118 etrntlhs have exerted a potent 
••lt917eP•OlK'•eWJD ii-ves. Our believi1Jrhns $abled: us to o'l'.emome 'll>Dr 
pasiRODS1 .and tt Itas·ht'en bht- lenrage,wtiieh· has lifted•• up out.. o(our 
-depra\'liby. 'These verities are -our wfaiting •eo:lacm 'Wbale :as, creaturea •W'B 
are subject to vanity, and in tbo ,licnlr et death they shtl. be-our soooo11r 

•l\111:1,snppol't·• ten& of thouFands •~e ,ns have fowul: tliem. to be. · 
JI. 'With• 'Lbie bil;tory d J eims ·thus, cleazilr •in oor ,view, ,Jet 111H1o-.v aak-

Wru,r ,JMa mE 'CY.ImS OF JamVB<J · 
He dlaims,•as 1:he Erer-tiwi:ngOne,_ Jlat,w.,. llmJffl,(;iJ "1.CIMpt ,Hi111, M,bti.i"fl 

'1lll.Mlt lls,~IM WJ oo, ff 'lO(}"ltJH.ld «ar~°'Ge•an.,if>~ frqni Him. lleipl:'$
'ieaees,tte> l>e-tlre M>e!!Biah anoiet,.d ,and, oommissioned fit· CW. D-Ost t.hou 
be.fiE1ve thatt Beading the proµhl\Cies concerning Him, dost tiiw see 
bow,exft<itly He fim tiht>m as tihe ke,r.fit.s the ,,,.al'd11·of the look:¥ If thou 
sew,t t!iat, f •am glad. Morem-er Re -demano ·that tlwKt 11houldest. ,reoei-.e 
Him ·as (I od. 'Diis ia His prof.essi1MJ ~ that He ie God-0ver ait blesseJ. for 
,ey~1 Gt,d i11c1Rt1ate. Be tmd the wav!lll of, Ute J&k.e of · Gen!J!!s.a.Tll!t ; He 
:raised tlJe,dead ; ffe healed toe ..siek; ff.e-multiplie.d •the loalres U1d ;fuarea ; 
He'Bta;r.ecl the ·wwds; He Jailed t.he iitorm. H,e bath donesall thiuga llftat 
God udy•eam. do, lie was f\'Hoigi•~Y e'"'n ·here !beJow,as,aman. A~t 
Him, thesi, a., 'lff/ff"Y God. If ~ d11111t t1o·inteltigent1:r. 1iincmly, I •am 
gla.l'. And now ,wiJt tho1, acee?t, tfirn ,a.s thy Priest, and -ne up&D ffl'di 
beside? 'll6 have Him you,ml!S't renou11Ct! aM elBe, fur_ 1mowof a·sllNty 
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OGl'rffigh Fxiest. will,not stand ai<le hy sidl; with a.nyot.hen priest, Resert. 
tmr lli,,n_,OJ1ly for 1ton<>me11t., f1tr interee1111ion, for be11edietion. &. otrered. 
Himsel£ &i a, BaOl'ifice, gave Hi.niself up for 1.he ains of, Bis :people. 
BelieW!i in. Dim a& IJhf P4-iesli, aud-fo. Hid auff.,rings and- d11atlir, 1u1. thy 
&oriOee. A,y,a.unt, :ye nriest~ ot Rotne ! &gone; ye prieG, ,a£ tb.t 
A:ngliean orier! Away w-hb, every Vl.i.n pt'&te11der to· ,tb& ptliestaood:l 
To,Hnmwho ·hattr eu.tenidi ill to th&, holJ, pla1tt1 not. mide wi.th b.a-a$ f18l~ 
tainetb U1e exclusiv@ pri..,ilege of t~1& pri11Sth.ood. Our Loed Jesu.s.-01:rniat 
i:t the only Pri~t over- tha house of G-id. His, people beoeme p:i:iie1ta 
through Him-every ooe of- tiaee:i,. Yes ; kingf 1\00. prie•, albir the. 
Melohieedec type, but we owa nn-Jll"-iestoraft.now. The 1-ellgiou of Ji,1sua 
di,1avo,ws .a11'1 denou.ncea att prelatioat pve!,11nce1. lt proclai1u11: ftr ~Ter 
the putting Jowo. of the hierarchy, of men,. with -a.ll Lheir empl,J oo.ne~w 
anrl thei.v iufla.ted ar.rogam.ce; tueir f..-ock,1 au.11 their rob,J,;1; th~ir._hwn 
sleeves aud. their fi.ue millinery, their vail1 boa-iting ailfl their 11aDOtimo
njoue finger-play, with a.ll the pre.tnnatuoal intluenee that.fa auppcised to 
emanate from a. bis:boia'e1 han<h. ,T t'lllH i:t the, o.uly Priest WiLt tho11 t.ke 
Him to be such, 1 Then I rejoice' that. thou 11,1•1;. thu.i enligfl-tened. Y:et 
know that He claim1t to be t\1y Kin~. Thou ruu11<t do what. He bid.i thee, 
Thou must be Hi::1 snhject, ob~erve Ui::1 statutes, and keep His commaµd~ 
meuts. Art. thou His 11ubjeat 1 He wiU be thy Fl·ieud. Tl1ou sbal~ even 
be His.brothtr, anrl thou shaLt live near to Him ns one dear 1lo Him., iu 
.aff~tionate intercourse with Him. Tl10t1!(h He Le in h.-aven yet will He 
reveal Himself to thee on the earth. Now, art thou willing to aceept 
Him- ll!l SU\:h 1-tb.y Prophet, so that thou s\1aLt believe what. He teaches 
thee; thy Pi·iest,, so. thitt thllt\ sllalt. confide in llii! mediation;, thy K.ing, 
so that T.ilou sh,dt serve Rim. Aud oh! i11 wlrn.t accaut::1 of teudernes;i 
does Jesns cla.i:m th-at 'tl:ti should- tr1J.St Him. Thii! bi a. bleSl!ed meSS!lge to 
some of yoL1 w-ho may not have heard it. before. If you will bu\; tTu~t 
this g1ol'imis Man, t.l.is 1.;1,.~seu GQd, you s.ha.ll thi,, moment be saved. 
To trLtst Him is wi1a.t lle d,rnmnd,,i. He raitli.-" J am God : rely upou 
Me implicitly. I am perfoot Man: I ili~d fur Mine. enemied Ollt of love 
to t\11nu. I have all 1,o,vi>1· giv-~n to Me iu. heaven ,rnd iu eac-tb, aud with 
My bluod sprinkled on My Fathur's throne I reign supreme in the realm 
-0f mt'rcy. Only trnst Me, nn,l I will s,we yot1-~:we :irou f.-orn the guilt 
o( the past, save yon from the pow<-'r of pa~sion i11 your soul, eave J'lU 

from the dominion cf sin ; am\ in the future I w.ill clmuge: y<iu,--make 
_you.a new man. I will give yun a 11ew heart and a right spit-it. All of 
My gr11ce shal-l he your~, if yo,1 will but.trust Me." 1!-veu the power to 
tru,,it, Je..u;i Himself J;(ive3-for it is aH of His grace.from lint to la~t--,. 
but whoever trust;s Ilim shall be saved. My Ma..iter ha~,a.right ~o thi;i, 
and nothing sht>rt. of ti1i:i will He bike, fot· these. a.re lii,i own. words
" Go ye iuto all the worl.l au,l pr..,,,.ch the Gospel to every cre3.tUN, He 
that Le.lieveth amlis baµtizrd •lmll he Eaved ;. h-e 1.h&~ behev.ith not.shuli 
be d:i.nuud." He does not admit of any medium. Tho11 must; e.ithe:t 
believe OT not.. belfove; a.ad if :h,m believe not, His wrath falletlli upon 
tbee. "E.e tbat. believ;;th Dot ha.th madt1 God a liJ1.:.·, u~ca1i1se h~ iw..th,not 
believed on, His Sou J!esl:18 Christ." '· He that bdieveth on Hirn ta noli 
condemnl!d, but .he tlu>.t hdiaveth uot. is condldmned. already,'' "Ela tba1. 
belie vet hi on Him, shall never peri~b ;. he shalL .never come.illlLo cundemua
tioo; for he ha\h passed fi'Olll-d.ealh uuto, life." I do.hope I am ~g 
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this plain. It is my fervent desire and my heart's prayer that you may 
all know the Gospel if you never knew it before. If you have known it 
before, I would that ye might discern it more clearly. Should yon reject 
it, the fault shall not be mine. . God is my witness I have eschewed every 
idea of trying to be eloquent or oratorical in my preaching. I care nothing 
whatever about the ~udy show of speech-making. I only want just to 
tell you these truths m unvarnished speech. It may be that they awaken 
prejudice, and you who listen to them perhaps are saying they are dull 
and trite. Such trite truisms, however, contain the very pith and marrow 
of t.he Gospel whereby yon can be Q'Uided to heaven. Dall as you may 
account them, ff rejected, dark and dreary indeed will be the ruin of your 
souls. I charge you, therefore, before Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead, that ye remember these few simple things, seeing 
they involve your hope or your despair, your salvation or your perdition, 
for eternity. Door of heaven there is none, but this; gate of Paradise 
there is none, beside it. " God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and bath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation." He hath devised for us a way of 
redemption. Trusting in Him we shall be saved; rejecting Him we are 
lost. . 

Jesus claims of you that you do not trust in yourselves; that you do 
not think that you are good enough ; that you should not imagine that 
you ever can be good enough of yourselves ; that you rely not in any 
ceremonies; that yon will not depend upon any man; _that you do not 
encourage a hope of heaven by any reasoning or resolution of your own, 
but that you just now put your sole trust in Him. Though it seems too 
good to be true, yet true it is, that if you be the worst of sinners, defiled 
with vilest lusts, and degraded with heaviest crimes ; though your sins 
be of scarlet dye, and their remembrance haunts you like ghostly spectres, 
yet if yon will trust in Jesus whom God bath set forth for a propitiation, 
you shall have perfect forgiveness from God the eternal Father, and power 
shall be given you to overcome those very trespasses to which you were 
prone, that you fall not into them again. Oh, glorious Gospel of the ever
blessed God ! would that men ha.d hearts to receive and welcome its 
graeious provisions ! 

Ill. THE BLESSINGS WHICH JESUS CHRIST BRINGS TO ALL WHO TRUST 
HIM may well exceed our power to enumerate them. "By this Man is 
preacMd unto you forgiveness of sins. Not lenience, bat pardon-the 
f orgi11eneaa of all Bins. From your childhood to your old age ; the sins 
of fourscore years, if you have lived so long; your public misdemeanours, 
your private trespasses, your overt acts, your secret thoughts, your uttered 
words, your smothered wishes; the enrolled catalogue all unrolled of your 
transgressions and obliquities-shall be at once blotted out from the book 
of God's remembrance, if you trust in Jesus Christ. They shall not be 
laid to your charge. However black the list or long the inventory, do 
but trust in this Man they shall be all forgiven thee. He that confesses 
his sin and comes to Jesus shall find mercy, shall find mercy now, . Is 
there one here who feels his guilt 1 What grateful news this must be to 
his aching heart. I wish that ye all knew how guilty you have been, 
and how deeply stained ye are. A reai broken-hearted sinner is a gem 
wherever you meet with him. There is no music in the world like the notes 
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of pardon to the conscience-stricken, self-convicted sinner. Jesus gives 
pardon for all sin. To those that believe in Him He gives inimediate 
pardon-not pardon in prospective, not pardon to be revealed when you 
come to die, but pardon now, pardon reaching sins yet to come, pardon 
comprehending the whole of your sinful life, given into your hand to be 
read by the eye of your faith, and to be as distinctly known as though it 
were delivered to you on parchment written b7 an angel's band, sealed 
with the Saviour's blood. Christ .Jesus will give a pardon which never 
shall be revoked, a pardon that cannot hereafter be cancelled. God never 
plays fast and loose with men. Whom He once pardons He never cpn
demns. If He pronounce a man forgiven, forgiven he is and. forgiven he 
shall be when the world is on a blaze. What joy unspeakable shall fill 
the soul of him who hails this hallowed hour a pardon from the skies. 
His burden gone ; his manacles struck off ; his fetters loosed. ; the. fever 
cured ; his health restored ; how he will leap with delight, dance with 
pleasure, and sing with holy mirth. Believe in the slain but ever-living 
Son of God, poor sinner, and this heavenly rapture it shall be yours to 
prove. This is a pardon of pure good-will that retains no dregs of ani
mosity. A man forgives his child and foregoes the rod, but he may say, 
" I shall not forget your conduct, for in the future I cannot trust you." 
But when God forgives He does not reproach. He takes the prodigal to 
His bosom. He does not set him at the farther end of the table to remind 
him of his waywardness, but He kills the fatted calf for him to convince 
him of His welcome, In. some of DB who were the very chief of sinners 
He puts such confidence that He gives us a commission to preach the 
Gospel to others by which we are saved ourselves, and sends us about the 
business which lies nearest to His heart, and most concerns His own glory. 
Oh, yes ! it is a blessed pardon which sweeps the whole extent of human 
ruin and redeems us, restores DB, and recoups us for the losses we sus
tained by sinning. And not only so, but by Him, by Jesus, all that believe 
are justified as well as forgiven-justified from all things from which we 
could not be justified by the law of Moses. Here we have a comparison, 
or, rather, a contrast. What does this mean i When man came, accord
ing to the law of Moses, they brought a bullock which they offered for 
their sin. This done, with what feelings would they depart from the altar. 
Conscious of guilt the man came ; convinced that he had complied with a 
statute. he went away. But his conscience was not cleansed. The stain 
was not removed. Though the blood of the beast quieted some of his 
scruples and eased some of his terrors, it did not, could not give him per
fect peace. He must have known that the blood of bulls and goats, and 
the ashes of a heifer could not take away sin, neither could it atone for 
its guilt or eradicate its venom. By so much is the Gosp,el of Christ 
better than the law of Moses. If you will come and trust Christ you 
shall feel that you are no longer guilty. Up till now you have lived in 
guilt and sin, henceforth the whole force of sin upon the conscience shall 
be gone. You shall have peace with God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
You shall feel that for the past it is so obliterated that you have it no 
longer on your conscience. You can sing-

" Thro' Jesu's blood I'm clean." 

What a mercy thiB is-this perfect cleansing of the conscience from guilt. 
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He that ICllme to the 11ltM under Moses' law did oot alwaya hel that ihe 
COLtld come to Goo. The .blood was 1!prit1~led, and there was the way of 
RIWffl! ; but ~nly 1he high prie,t -went within the veil ones in the yew:. 
The taw,of ·Mesflil could IiElt ~o justify a man a,s fo :1.::t him 11ave acc.ees to 
.the mt-r~y-1t>11t, but Jesus Christ so justifies His peo}'le that .they collie 
'tight up to God aud speak to Him llli a •child t& 11. father; tell Him all 
tlitir wants and weaknt'lf-se,, all their ·gratitude mid joy. Into His- very 
'tlll'lil threy pour out their luvinl{ he-01-t,;. How 1;we1:<t the 11ceei,s of the 
ereaill!l'e man to his oovellant Gud, when onee 'he knows Ch'llist. I do 
&Tow \h11t -son~ of us lmn a-s ti uly talked wil h G,od as evfr we spoke to 
men; ,;um. l,1ave been as swe that we were in tire tiresenceof our hrnverily 
Father, and a'il eot1Ecious of that wonderful -0ve:i,slii.dowiog a1N1¥er wa.baYe 
bt<"A ,eonscicH11s th-at Wt> have l.ieen in fellowship with at1y man ar WOTl:l3n 
'born. Oh~ if you d~d hut know H, Ood Wl'Ul<l not seem far eilf from you 
-wlren :roo 011ce trnsted Ch,ist. You woult.1 11-ot think of Him a-Iii Lhe 'God 
of 't.lm11der,d,iving His J111;•tli:tig ear over the %1.ywlth.a. ifta.mi11g·r.pear of 
ligllti.&illg, but you woul-d iring (llf Him-

,.. T!he Gl>d tilllli rules ontrigh, 
And tllwndtlrs-when Eleq,lcll,9}, 

'J.'bt rid-e11 n;pon. tbo:£tln-Jim_y·~• 
A.nd il!Uln;llge.s tho i!lttll, 

"'Ti>is awful God is ·ours, 
Oar 'Father and onr .Leve, 

Re -viill send do"'111. ms heavc:gfy ;]'l!"«ll'l'S 
tt'o ffi'rcy° 'll.S"Jl.OO'Wl," 

Y'tm'Would11ee Him everywhere about :,-011 with. th1(-eyes -of-your1:1phil, 
antlTtjtrice in :Sim. 

"They t'tmt came by Uie law &f M<lsf's t& tbe dtar were not jusl.i.6ed fmm 
·a'Ppreb('l1l'!ion1 of 1be future ; but-ea-eh wor;,liipper as he went home. after 
a.11 the killing of lambs, aud ram~, and bullocks, was afraid to die. :Bot 
he that trm;.ts in Jesus feds tlrnt ~o far as the future is ooncern1cd he iis 
pe1feetJy ~11cure. "Now," ~aith 'he, '' God lws promnied to save th0$e 
who tnrst Christ. I do tt mt Christ, God must ~ave, me. He is bound by 
His jl.l'$tice t:odo-so." On the lion of justice rid-e;, the fair mait.l of faith, 
and she hatl, no fear, While God is just no dii<cipre of Jesus C11n be 
destrqyro. 'Whirt if .Tastice clmrge me with being a sinner1 I Trply, 
"'ll'ia tTue :I: am, and yet I am not ameJJable to j-udgment, for -all my sins 
are :takt'lll .'fram me. 'Ihey·were laid .on my blesscerl Surety. I have not 
-one~'ft. Christ has been punished for my ~in, ~ball two he puuished fer 
one ,o:ffence :/ Shall my Substitute die, aud I die too 1 Shall Christ be 
t'.OOdflu-netl ·and I be coudemtred t0p, for th-e one and sell',ame offern:e 1 
God is·not<s1;>° anj'Ust as to punish first the Sulistitu1e, and then the man 
fo whom 1.h-e Sn'bstitute ~tood. Oh ! tliis is i;romethiug to roll back on. 
Ti~ is a pillow for an achirrg head ; thi.< is a imf" boat 10 sail in amid»t 
the 11tonns of 1-ife anrl aci·oss the seas of dtm'h, Jesus Christ in my stead 
wi1hout the gate of tl1e city pourt>d out His hear~•;; Llood as 1Glld's great 
Victim. 1 trust in Him. Trnitiqg in Him I canuot peiish. He has 
sworn aud will not repent. :By two immutable things whertiu it is 
imp-ossi!Jre for Got.I. to lie, He hath given strong consofatiou to them that 
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:flee.for refuge to the hope set before them in the Gospel. Oh! belo.'l'ed, 
surely w.e cau li..,e on thi:i promist, aud on tb.i;i pt·omise die~ 

W l).U!d to Goel that yoll ,dl tt·U;sted Hiw. l M .... y full wat~y of yon trust 
Rieu now for the first time. The preacl1iug of tui::i. Gosp~I is tnmtwor.th.y, 
bec&W!6 the promi2e i~ trustwo1·tby. I am. not a.sha.w.ed of. the Gospel of 
Cliri..tt!f.or it; i,i. the power of God to salvation to eve~y oue that belie-veth. 
Do. you belwve, 1 Say "· :{ es,'.' 01: "N "," for th.e11e- are. s.iglli! fuU,;wi11g in. 
ei_the.r~ 

GBA.PHIG SKETCHES;~F 
CHRI'STIAN LIFE AND WORK 

M.1$8. HOI'E'S BIBLE-.CLA.SS •. 
P~RT I. 

Ma..DAWD Silrr.5Km, superintendent 
of· Brvad•Bt.rt1et. Su11d.ay-schotlll, was 
nearly at his wit.;' end. He had 
encountered dififonlties in coonec
tie.u· with hi.a responsible office be
fore,, ud IDAStered them, but had 
nevei: met with any so fotmid;i.ble 
as. tJ1ooe he bad. to face at. the pre,. 
sent. Here was he, supe1i11ten.dent 
oil a.school contaiuwg one- hundred 
and. 11inet_v s,;:holars.. Up to a recent 
date there were eighteen teachers, 
bu.t;fiv:-e had been sudJenly removed 
from the. locality, and when. Mr .. 
Praetor wa.sgone he would have but 
t~el;ve left. But. it. was Mr. l?roc, 
tot:'.i «laSi!o specia.llf tha.t. hotuered 
him. By dint.of management. a.nd 
tactl1e tho.ugj:Lt.he mi~t in,a.little 
tim1td)e1a.Lle,, out.of the clLllreh aud. 
co11g11e ~t.ioo, to supply the five 
va.caot cla.ssea., alil thtty were: all. 
j@ior· ones.; but bow to seC/,IJ'e 
,11,.iit,;t.ewiher, foi: Hr .. PFoe.tu:it1. da.ss 
w.aa the pue. The eitl;l1t, lads 
woo composed it. req-uir.ed more· 
thanau.orJinar:Y teacher. Wihoever 
uuderti,ek to. teach them, n14.li!t: be . 
u» tct the.mark. T.11.ey:iweie mQStly 

•sharp lad&i. tolerably; well,edue.llllled 
for th.eir age. and poo,ition~ and. tlao
rougµ.ly oopable at tbe shortest. 
notice of making any teatlUS' foel 
as if be "saL on thoru.s,'! w ·was 
surrounded by stiugini-bees, ii -he 
could. not. prowe hilll.l!el:f in., all• re-
speets t.o. be their SNperioc. a:nd 
ru.aster. F1'.0IIL what. q~a.L·t1m,, t heo, 
was the: req,illired. te;iolrei: likeL:r to 
be ubta-ined r In va.in, Ms: •. SiWllp
son, loQkeJ to the east,, wei;;t,, J1,0N;h., 
and south. Look iu what direeUon 
he w-onl'1 na.t €Ven the sbrulmr ef 
such a. t.acher could .his, weary'eyes. 
behold. For once he. wu fairly 
nonplWiSed, 

Mir. &mpson had 'J:wen. B!Jil&r
intendoob of the scbool. fop four 
vear.s, Under his.abl-e manam,ment 
tlul ~oo.1. h&d increaB8d. tG J»u.bde 
its oi:igiaa1 number., Wn.eu heJm,t 
came th~re was but one ,room, ia 
wwcll, a.U tlie scholaril:W8l'8. ta.uglllA,,1 
be..t, owing to Ule gt;/1,/lua.1 iueNa.se~ 
it;; ho1.d been found nec11ssa11J·OO,•haitd 
and attaell to the, schoolroom,. vwo, 
class--rooma for the male.ll.lld,female 
sen,ior Bibl.e-<lla;ases,. and, alsl.ll an 
iufant clruis~roolll, Ji'-Ol! 'SOOlel litne 
nfte11 the enklr.gement;, thi.ilga ·Mmt 
011 Emo.tuly and wore'OQ,mfi;i:tably. 
Eaah cla1:1:1, had. its, regulaJT taae.Lect 
aud there,waa, mrwe bi;-wiibing,,oom. 
for alli. Blll. with Jitl.l& '\llll\ruia§, as.: 
alreru.ly u.itima.ted, .fii•e-mt.lae-;•teach~ 
er.s were called upont to vemon.fro& . 
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the town. They happened to be 
railway servants, and were sum
moned to enter upon fresh duties 
in connection with a new station 
opened by the company some miles 
off. First came a call for two of 
them, then for a third, and then for 
the remaining two. Scarcely, how
ever, bad the superintendent got 
over this series of unexpected blows 
before a sixth came, and unfor
tunately this proved the worst of 
the lot. Mr. Proctor, who occupied 
a good position in ti respectable firm 
in the town, was suddenly called 
upon to take a still higher position 
in a house belonging to the same 
:firm,situated in another part of the 
kingdom ; and in about a fortnight 
he too would bid the school fare
well ! How Mr. Sampson feH under 
these scholastic bereavements may 
be gathered from the following re~ 
marks made by him to his esteemed 
pastor, into who~e sympathetic ear 
h., thus poured the tale of his 
sorrows: 

" You see, sir," he said," Sunday
schools in the present day are not 
what they used to be. I can re
member teaching a class when but 
a very young mru:. We used to 
have no regular lessons, but it was 
quite common for a teacher, a11 soon 
as he was fairly seated in his class, 
to say, 'Now, my boys, what chap
ter· shall we read 1' and the boys 
would select either one at random 
or just what they liked. Then that 
chapter would be read, and perhaps 
another, and in some classes I have 
known three to be read straight 
ahead. The reading finished, there 
would be a bit of spelling ; and then 
the teacher, to eke out the time, 
would probably tell tliem a tale or 
read one out of a book which he 
had brought for the purpose : and 
this over, would look anxiously at 
the clock to see if the time was up ! 
.But that sort of thing won't do 

now. The scholars, as a rule, are 
far better educated in our day th!l.ll 
they were then. They go to secular 
schools, where they are well in
structed and disciplined by govern
ment masters and pupil teachers, 
and they thus get to learn what 
teaching should be. As soon as a 
new teacher takes his seat in a class 
they instinctively take stock of him. 
If he is their superior in intelligence 
and education, and has tact to know 
how to deal with scholars in their 
various moods they will respect 
him : but woe be to him if he is 
their inferior ! It has often made 
me sad to see a poor fellow try to 
manage a class for which, through 
deficient education or intellect, he 
was incompetent. The questions 
that scholars will ask him in order 
to confound him-the tricks they 
will play-and the remarks they . 
will make for anything but his edifi- · 
cation would astonish many not con
versant with Sunday-school work. 
Some persons are surprised that 
there is such a lack of teachers in 
our Sunday-schools; but knowing 
what I do, on the contrary I am 
surprised that there are so many. 
As I have stood at my desk and 
cast my eye down the classes, and 
beheld the teachers sticking to their 
posts in spite of all the difficulties 
they have to encounter, my heart 
has swelled with gratitude to God 
to think that so many are willing 
to encounter them. Some of the 
teachers, perhaps, have been hard 
:Lt work part of the night before, and 
stand more in need of bed than 
aught else ; others have had little 
time to prepare the lesson, and have 
to do the best they can-and fre
quentlya sorry best it is. If a teacher 
is well up in his lesson, and jeek 
that he knows enough to interest 
a class, and has his illustrations at 
his tongue's 011d, then there is a 
good chance of his spending a happy 
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time with his class : but what can 
the teacher expect who has little or 
nothiag to teach ·1 Why, he is 
worse off in his class than a minister 
in a like condition would be before 
his congregation--" 

"Stop, Mr. Sampson," said the 
pastor, smiling; " pardon me for 
interrupting you. I can hardly see 
that. How do you prove it ? " 

" Very easily, sir. Let us sup• 
pose that a minister for once is hard 
up, and has not had time to study 
a discourse. What is he to do 1 He 
must preach, for the time has arrived 
for commencing the service and the 
congregation are waiting. Well, he 
enters the pulpit, takes some fa
miliar text, talks about it, and gets 
through. Now, it.may have been 
a poor sermon, and the people may 
ha.vefeltitto have beensotoo; but 
at any rate they have listened to him 
respectfuJly throughout, and all that 
he may suffer for the time being may 
be the aecret consciousness that 
some of his intelligent hearers are 
saying things about his sermon not 
intended at all to reach his ear. 
But how is it with the poor Sunday
school teacher 1 Will he get off as 
well as that 1 Not" very likely. 
The probability is that in the course 
of a few minutes some of his class 
will find out that on this occasion 
the teacher is empty; and they will 
take on the spot certain methods of 
letting him know of their having 
made the discovery, which, if he 
isn't a very good-tempered and for
bearing man, will make him feel as 
if he would like, for his own per
sonal gratification, to thrash them 
all round. That sort of thing I 
have seen again and again, and I 
should say it has been observed in 
every Sunday-school Do you won
der, sir, when so many good Chris
tian teachers are thus made painfully 
to feel their incompetence for the 
work, that they should so often 

throw it up and say that ' tM,'f 
I.ave had enough ef it'? The mar
vel is that so many stick to it under 
so m~ny disadvantages! 

"Then there is another thing that 
earnest teachers have to combat 
with, calculated to try a teacher's 
metal, and that is ' the mischievous 
scholar.' In most classes there is 
at least one of this unmanageable 
tribe, and some teachers think them
selves well off if there is but one. 
Now, perhaps, just as the teacher 
is in the midst of the lesson, and 
has got hold of nearly all in the 
class, this urchin either says or does 
something that creates uncontrol
lable laughter or great coufWlion, 
and ihe whole class is put out ; the 
impression that was being produced 
is Jost, and the teacher really per
spires in his endeavours to restore 
order. Now, sir, how would a 
minister feel if he had to meet with 
this sort of thing Sunday after Sun
day when addressing his congN
gation 1 Only imagine your state 
of wind, sir, if you had the constant 
dread of some mischievous peraon 
rising in the midst of your discourse 
and by his word or action producing 
such disastrous effects ! The fact 
is, no minister would stand it for 
two Sundays-once would be enough. 
But the Sabbath-school teacher often 
thinks himself well off if he can get 
through one Sunday without it ! 
Depend upon it, sir, Sunday-school 
work in the nineteenth century is 
no sinecure, and they a.re earnest 
church membera who tackle it, stick. 
to it, and succeed in it. Take, for 
instance, Mr. Proctor's class, He 
has done tolerably well in it for the 
last twelve months, and I wish he 
could have stayed with us twelve 
years longer. But he has suddenly 
been called upon to remove, and 
where to meet with a suitable 
teacher to supply the vacant post I 
know not. Confident I am that not 
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one in the school can take it, and I 
have tried in v,ii1, to secure one 
from any other quarter." 

"Yon are certain, then, Mr. 
Sampson, that you have applied to 
all likely male members of the 
ch,irch 1" 

, "Certain, Rir." 
"Have you ever thought of sup

plying the vacancy witli a female 
teacher?" 

"I cannot say that. I have, sir. 
Do ypu .know of one 1" 

" I think I do, if y@u can secnre 
her. What do you say to Miss 
HOfl"' 1" 

" ThP daugbte1· of Mrs. Hope, the 
wid'°w ?" 

"Yes; the same." 
"But what makes you think tha.t 

she would do, sir I" 
. "For this reason. It bas long 

been my opiuion that lady teachers 
for lailil of a certain. age-say foom 
twelve to sixteen~are far more 
libJy to do go0<l in imch a cla8S 
than male tead1ers. A little while 
ago a clergynian's dallghter, w1"itii1g 
to.a.Sunday-school magazine, urged 
the general iu:loption -0f fernale teach
ers for Htch clas:ces, in pN<ference to 
male teach, r~, on this ground : She 
said s·he lrnd found out by e.xpnience 
that the love and reven~nce big lads 
feel for a lady teacher fills up a gap 
in their lives at a very danp,erous 
time, and prevents them falling a 
prey to the enticements of hold aud 
forward girls wlio would make them 
most unworthy wiws. You will 
admit, ~ir, there is a great deal in 
that. Then .another lady teacher, 
who bas in a measure been success
ful. in such a class, gave me her 
views in this form: She said that 
one ~ason why a lady is often ruore 
suceetsaful w-ith elder boys thau a. 
man is, hecause she has naturally 
more·iodiv,idnal love for them-not 
IDeTl'lylovefcrtheirimuls, butadeep, 
earnest, personal love for ea.eh iudi• 

vidual boy. On that account she i8, 
aud must be as a rule, more capahl,; 
of bearing with each boy's ditforeut 
ki11d of waywardness as well as t.he 
badness of the clru,s as a.whole. Jn 
fact, to my mind she put the whole 
thing in a nutshell when she made 
the sage remark,' she does not think 
so much about her cui&& as about 
her boys.' I would also add that, 
without doubt, the feeling, in a 
measure, becomes reciprocal. The 
lady's refiuemenL tends to refine the 
lads; her love begetll their lav:e ; 
her quiet and steady rule tends to 
make them steady and sober; and 
her emotional natureiscertaiu,more 
or less, to act powerfully upon their 
feelings. Do you think I need say 
anything more, Mr. Sampson,?'' 

'' No, :sir. I think you have said 
en01igh to vindicate your viewa,.and 
hi,ve made vut a good case. So, 
tbaukiDg you for your su~tiou, 
I will at once be off to Cirlton 
Terrace and see if I cannot capture 
Miss Hope ! " 

{To be conti•ued,) 

THE DI.A.CONATE1 

HY REV, ,. ROB"IN'S.l>N. 

,Acts vi. 1-7 ; 1 Tim. ii.:i. $-1.3. 

IN the first of these Seriptur.es,we 
h ffe an account of how the primi
tive Clmrcl1 choBe certain it<1!li
vidua1s to attend tn the temporal 
concerns uf tho Chmela. In the 
second we are told what character 
these individuals must beM". In 
the early days of Christianity tl1ere 
were ho1t two orders of offic~rs in the 
Church, "I!astors and Deac.ma." 
For some time there was.on.ly the 
first,. but when Uie number of \he 
di,ciples increa11ed ,to:several :t.hnu-

: sands, it was not possible for the 
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Ap,ist1es to -attend to everything so 
efficiently as was requisite, l1enee 
there ·•arose-~ murmuring" of the 
Grecians· against the Hebrews, be
cause their widows were neglecte<l 
in tl1e daily ministrations. 

To preTent this undesira1lc state 
of things growing to a very serious 
mrtent, the Apostles, without ddny, 
caHed the drsciples together and 
said, "It is not reas,m that we 
should leave tke word of God, and 
serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, 
look ye out from among you," &c. 
This suggestion or advice met with 
general m::ceptation. " It pleased 
the whole multitude," and they at 
ones made choice of seven men 
wl1om they !et.before the Apostles, 
and. "when they had pr~.yed. they 
laid their hands 11pon them," and 
thus erdained or set them apart to 
the work unto which their fellow
Christians had called them. Here 
we have the Christian ChuTCh in 
Jerusalem instituting the office of 
t.he •' D iacomi.te. ,, 

I. 'rhe ·manner in which tl1ese 
good men were introduced to office. 

l. They were chosen hy a vote of 
tke Church. "Wherefore, brethren, 
look·ye out." The Apostles appear 
to have done notl1ing iu this elec
tion except to advise and direct. 
Here, then, we have a true and safe 
pattern f._,r all Christian Churches. 
Certain men sl:.ould be nominate(l 
and then chruren to. tlie ciffice by a 
vote of the Church. lt is a matter 
that requires and should commaml 
the serious, devout, pni.yerlul at
tentinn of every memb,-r of the 
Ohurcrh. Let no one say it can 
be done without me, rather say 
it sl1all not be done without my 
presence and my vote, for lhe elect
ing of persDns to fill the office of 
deacons is not something that 
affects the Church to-day only but 
for )!6atS to come. 

2. After they were cl1osen they 

were set apart by prayer and the 
imposition of hands. They prayed 
and laid their hands upon them. 

II. The characterwhich deacrms 
must sustain. Any member of the 
Church is not to be elected, but 
thoae according to our best and 
impartial jrnl~ment that are dnly 
qualified to fill the office efilcientiy 
to the profit of the Church, and 
glory ol God. 

'' They must be grave," so1omn, 
serious, sober. " Not double
tongued." Not say one thing to 
this person, and another to that, as 
self-interest may suggest. ·" Not 
girnn to much wine," but temperate 
in all things. Not greedy of filthy 
lucrn, but free from avarice-not 
too fond of money. •' Holdiyg the 
mystery of :the faith with purn 
conscience." Ha,;e a proctical ex
perimenial acquaintance with the 
doctrinPs of the Gospel; be honestly 
and strongly attaclicd tu them. 
"Men of honeRt report," of un
blemished character, free from re
prooch, such as are lookid np0n 
by their neighbours as men of in
tegrity, L,prightncss, faithful m<m, 
-well spoken of for everything 
that is virtuous and praise
worthy. Lights in the wr,rld that 
cannot be hid. " Full of the Holy 
Ghoe.t." l!'illcd with such gifts 
and graces of the Ho\y Ghost. as 
will enable them efficiently to dis.
cha,ge the dutiP,S of their cffice 
without bhmA. Man of ability, of 
courage, like those tl,at were w be 
made judges in lsrael; men that 
fear God ; men of tn1th, hating 
covetousness, Exodxviii. 21. Thus 
manifesting that they have t11e·spirit 
of Christ Jesus .. dwelling within 
them. His love colil!1training them 
to do r1ll things with a single eye 
to His glory. '' l<'ull of wisdom;'' 
discreet, judicious, men that cannot 
be imposed upon. Men of stable 
mind, sound judgment, strong in 
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faith, substantial pillars in the 
Church. " Let them first be 
proved." The choice is not to be 
made from those wl10 are young, 
inexperienced, and untried; but 
from those whose soundness of 
judgment, zeal for Christ, d,woted
ness to His interests, and blame
lessness of character is undoubted. 
Men who have given evidence in 
their "'falk and conduct since they 
first made a profession of faith in 
Christ that they are willing to 
spend and be spent in the service 
of the Lord. " Husbands of one 
wife: " in an age and among people 
where polygamy was common this 
advice was important. "Ruling 
their children and their own houses 
weil, for they that have used the 
office of a deacon will purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and 
great boldness in the faith which is 
in Christ Jesus. 

Brethren, seeing you have the 
character of deacons thus portrayed 
in holy Scripture, take it as your 
mode], your guide, and look ye 
out from among yourselves a number 
who are most fit to have the affairs 
of the Church committed to their 
care, and then you may feel confi
dent that God will ratify your 
choice. The word of God wiU in
crease, the number of the disciples 
will be continually multiplying, and 
the faith, the weal and prosperity 
of the Church, will be spoken of to 
the praise and glory of God, 

Ill. The duties of this office. 
Every office has its duties and cor
responding liabilities. A. deacon 
should be a co-u·orker and lielper of 
the minister. His character uhould 
be as upright, as blameless, and 
free from reproach as the minister. 
He should be as diligent, as vigi
lant, and be as much concerned in 
promoting the interest of the Church 
as the pastor. How is he to pur
chase to himself a good degree, 

and manifest boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus, if he does 
not to the bPst of his ability help 
his pastor in his great work of faith 
and love, in trying to build up be
lievers, and winning souls t-0 Christ. 

We know that Philip was an 
evangelist. Probably Stephen, and 
for aught we know, all the seven 
chosen by the primitive Church 
sometimes preached the Gospel, 
and why should not the deacons of 
our Churches be Ruch students of 
the word that they might occa
sionally speak to the edification of 
the Church and good of the con
gregation l' 

A deacon may greatly help and 
encourage his pastor by iuviting 
those to chapel who attend no place 
of worship, that the empty seats 
may be filled; by lookingJ .and 
speaking to inquirers, then inform
ing the pastor of them, telling him 
of the difficulties and doubts that 
harass the seeking soul. These 
things would help him in his study. 
.A. deaccn should never be absent 
from the prayer meeting without 
being able to give a very good 
reason for his absence. His ex
ample in this respect will have con
siderable influence with the mem
bers. If the pastor should speak to 
any member for his non-attendance 
it is very possible he will excuse 
himself by saying the deacons are 
not regular, go and talk to them, 
that the officers of our Church may 
set us a better example. A deacon 
should be able to read well, have a 
good gift in prayer; then, when the 
pastor is in a state of bodily indis
position, he might read the lessons, 
lead the devotions, that the pastor 
might reserve his strength for the 
sermon. 

Deacons, in the absenc!:) of the 
pastor, or when there be .none, are 
'' moderators of the Church," and 
should preside at ~11 meetings. 
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When the pastor is from home, fill
iI1g an engagement that falls on the 
evening of the week-night service, 
the deacon should be able so.to con
duct the service, that none should 
think they can excuse themselves 
from attending because the pa11tor 
cannot be there. It is too fre
quently the case that the pastor in 
a country village is obliged to have 
the week-night service on some 
other evening if he cannot be at 
home on the regular evening. This 
ought not to be. 

Deacons should distribute the 
sacra.mental elements to the com
municants. This they have done 
in all ages of the Church. Nor do 
I see that there can be any valid 
objection to their someLimes ad
ministering the ordinance of bap
tism. Deacons should attend to 
all the temporalities of the Church : 
collect funds to Lmeet the dif
ferent expenses connected with 
the work of the Church; make 
periodical collections as necessities 
require, that they may be able to 
meet all dues and demands ; see 
that the minister's salary is paid 
promptly. They should keep an ac
<!OUnt of receipts and expenditure. 
Once a year present a financial 
report at a Church meeting called 
for the purpose ; and if the re
-ceipts have not met the expen
diture an effort ~hould at once 
be made to make up the defi
ciency. In connection with tho 
Church of Christ there are things 
temporal and things spiritual. Both 
l¾ould be attended to in as businessHJ manner as possible. This will 
he • much to the prosperity and 
usefuness of the Church. The 
object of the deacons should be 
o enlis- as much as possible the 
~tical ~ympathy of every mem-

of the 'Jhurch. 

11iacons •hould distribute the 
a O of the Church to its suffering 

and needy members. If the Chris
tian Church of to-day was to do 
as the primitive Church did, not 
one of its members would have to 
depend upon tha miserable pittance 
of parish relief. "As we have oppor
tunity," says Paul," let us do good to 
all men, especiall,y to the household of 
faith." Gal. vi.10. Now, concerning 
the collection for the saints, as "I 
have given order to the Churches 
of Galatia, even so do ye," , &c. 
l Cor. xvi. 1, 2. 'fhe rich Churches 
should help the poorer. The 
Churches of Macedonia. and Achaia 
made contribution for- the poor 
saints at Jerusalem. Rom. xv. 26. 
This appears to have been the uni
versal practice in the early Ohmch. 
Paul, speaking of Peter, Ja.mes, and 
John, says, " They would that we 
should remember the poor, the same 
which I was always forward to do." 
We have further proof that this 
was their practice by the directions 
given concerning the reception of 
widows into the number of the 
poor supported by tho Church in 
1 Tim. v. This duty is further 
enjoined in Rom. xii. 8. "He that 
giveth, let him do it with sim
plicity," with disinterestedness and 
impartiality, or liberally. And he 
that showeth mercy, relieves the 
sick, the afflicted, the widow and 
fatherless, let him do it with cheer• 
fulness. As you give out from the 
Church's treasury, speak a word 
of comfort and consolation to the 
recipients. 

In the times of the Apostles 
there were no Boards of Guardians 
to which poor saints could apply 
for relief out of a common fund 
raised for the purpose, as our poor's 
rates professedly are, and as they 
would get no relief from their 
heathen or unbelieving neighbours, 
the practice might in part a.rise 
from the necessities of the case. 
As the members of our Christiau. 
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Cht:.rches- havo to pay :18 large a · 
rate·as non-members, we are not 
bound to·wholly support our poor · 
members, but relieve them ac
cording to our means, we 1 bere
(ore , have a collection at the close 
of the Lord's Supprr for this pur
pose. The Church is a family, we 

.ure brothers and sisters, having 
one.Lord, one Sariour, one Master, 
·even:Oi1riat, n:nd nil ·we are breth
nm, trsvellir.g . toward one eternal 
l10me, where we shall be for ever 
with the Lo,d. 

Great &mpford, Essex. 

"BUT A STEP BEl'WEEN ME 
AND DEATH." 
BT BEV. W. FRITH, 

.&uthnr of" Tears ef IA£ Pilgrims." 

''SUDDEN death, even to those who 
are ready, is very solemn! Indeed, 
death in any form is solemn. Few 
pellmns have the courage and nerve 
to think of it without feelings of 
·deepaolemnity ; even the most firm 
and assured seldom rise abt.ve this. 
But there is a. certain state of heart 
that will 1mnctify this ~olemnity, 
and calm all the fears of the agi
tated spirit. When the heart is so 
brought, Ly Divine discipline, cul
ture, -and ckastening, into entire 
harmony with .the Divine will, so 
that aLI its desires, hopes, and pur
poEes find their hallow,d centre in 
the '' things which are a bovc; then 
the·soul, in a- certain aud important 
·aense, ,is already in heaven-it has 
·aea a.way and hi at resr, B11t even 
to.aucli1 death-is still a solemn thi11g; 
for although in tliat case it has 
"cast its nnchor within tl:e vail ;" 
as, like a bird of paradise, it ha,; 
left the stormy scent's of earth, and 
gone to that '' t>etler Jami " where 
"the sun shall no more go down," 

and lives thne, more or less, i-n its 
liopu awl anticipations; yet ,wen 
to these death is a solemn thing. 
And though 1mch can rn.y witlt 
Agag, but wHh a better hope and 
more truth, "Surely the hit~rness 
of death iii past," yet there -i!!' a 
dark shadow th,\t often terrifies the 
sou!. 

Tl,en, wo, fe11; feel so pr.epared as 
to desire to depart at any moment. 
The!"e are few iudeed who, if asked 
if they would like tl} go at any 
moment, would answer, Yea. Bnt 
it is the lot of some of the Lord's 
people thus abruptly and suddenly 
to be taken away. W-ithout one 
day's-often without. one hour's
warning they are called to go down 
into "the val!Py of the ,Jo:rdam;' or 
up into some Pfagah-height, and die 
there. In the very mid~t, it may 
be, of the duties of life, while filling 
some post. of service, or discharging 
some office, the dark messenger of 
death tonches them with his coM 
and icy hand. But who wour<l say 
this is desirable 1 Is there uot-l!lome
thing awfully solemn that, at a-oy 
moment, you may be taken away 
without any warning from all you 
love and hold most dear 1 Brethren, 
when we dnly ponder even the pos
sibility of this, is there not some
thing overpoweringly imlemn in ihe 
very thought of it i' To be caught 
away and d,op into the gi-ave in 
the midst of lifo's dittie.s, en_qa,f/e• 
111ents,p1trposes, anrl pleasuru I 1'1-01 

does tbe fact that we feel and TMlis1 
a good mensure a"'l degree of hq•e 
aud faith iu the Risfn One raisqus 
altogether above this. Com,O~ed 
as wear.-, partly of material ladies, 
1md linked so closely as w, are .t<.1 
all material thill,qs, there•8:;somea 
how a stron"' teu<lenoy .o· cllfft'e 
-tMtd the.dust!' 

W di for ug if, wlvn li!e's .lst 
hour sha 11 come I ike the p1own<l 
sainted Samuel 'Rutherford, vcan 
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exclaim," 1 I.em· Him saying, Come 
up hither!" Blt>ssed are they who 
are thus ready. ·when D,in O'Connel 
<lied he said, "M.IJ bod!J to Irela11,d 
-my heart to Roni",-my so,,l to 
heaven." :Brethren, we shall be 
satisfied with the last, "Hg s<Jul to 
ke«•en." 

But are w11 read11 for thi'a r Should 
death come so AndJeuly au(l abruptly 
to us .as to tbe pious and dev,mt 
Sir Donald M'Leod, 11re we ready? 
It is pusswle,we,may. pass away-thus 
U}fuplli)r. li so, is Jesus our hope 1 

THE LITTLE FRENCH 
DRUMMER :BOY; 

i.!. TALE· FO.R THE. YOUNG 
FOUNDED ON FACT. 

Bl'"M. E. B, 

CHAPTER X. 

BuT the clouds were gathering fast, 
and much trouble was still iu store 
for the little drummer so far from 
his native land. 

The Rus,iaus had destroyed. the 
great bridge of Borisov, and occu
pied the principal poiuts near the 
river Bcresina, but in spite of all 
oppGsition the French constructed 
two bridges over this river. 

The &ildiers w~re dying of ex
posnre to the intense cold Qf an 
unusually s1;vere winter, being in
sufficiently clad aud more than half 
starved,for provioions were exceed
ingly scarce. 

It was at this spot that Lisette, the 
co;ntiniire1 was struck dead iu her 
cart.by the bursting of a.-Shell near I 
her jllBt before attempting to cros~ i 
1he bridge, 

Have we fit!<l to,Him as the" Rock 
of Ages'' 1 Has His lifo become 
our lif"? His righteousness oar 
righteoasues~ 1 £Iis peaceourpeace 1 
llave we stoorl under the shadow 
of H:s cros•, and there fouu.-J. it.cto he 
" the tvee of life" 1 Has His Spirit 
made us ne,c c,-eatitres, and "afore 
prep~red us unto glory "j If these 
thiugs a1·e I rue, let <leath onm
" sud,leu dea.t.h will be .s1-aden 
glory," 

Gun.mirsbur11• 

The little drummer felt her lass 
kee11ly, for she lnul done him.many 
kindne~ses during this t1mrible carn
pa.igu. 

'l'he crowd at the BereBina: was: 
so great, and the brfolge so choked. 
with the dead and dying, that it 
was very difficult to advanoe. 

The enemy pressed the corps 
formiug the rear-~uard, and the,m 
brave follows, though enfeebled by 
numberless pdvatious and fatigue, 
made II stout resiijtance : bat several 
were killer!, and among them Victor 
Delisse, Llsette's courageous hns~ 
band. 

Poor Frolut now felt doubly be
reaved, But there was no tim~fer 
sorrow; and 1 after all, he cowioled. 
lmrnelf by nellectinu thatevenueath 
was far preferable"' to falling alive 
into the hands of the Rusaial18, 
th11ir ha.t eful and implacable foes, 

Self-pre~ervation was a.t thia mo
ment. his fir,,~ consideralioa, and, 
~ft.er immenso efforts, he BUeceeded 
in reaching· the opposite bauk of 
this fatal i·iver, wh\!re he had 'Witi
nessed horrors that never wau.ld 
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be forgotten by the survivors as long 
as th:ey lived. 

The pursuing RuSllians now set 
:fire to the bridge, and thus having 
become masters of the field, the dis
pirited French continued their home
ward march, being harassed by the 
Cossacks and Tchitchagoff, so that 
out of this army of 400,000 infantry 
and 260,000 cavalry only 30,000 men 
remained to cross the Niemeu under 
Murat, and they did not make a 
permanent halt until they reached 
the Elbe. 

By this time our little friend was 
worn out with all he had suffered, 
and was)oo ill to march ; so he was 
placed in an ambulance. His great 
ally was a young man whose home 
was situated in one of the fairest 
and most picturesque villages within 
a few leagues from Verdun. 

Henri, the soldier, was danger
ously wounded, and he was to stop 
at his parents' house. Seeing the 
wretched condition of the drummer, 
he asked the superior officer of the 
regiment for Frolut to accompany 
him to the village instead of con
tinuing with the regiment. 

Permission was granted, and 
thankfully did the poor lad accept 
the offer of Henri's hospitality until 
he should have recovered his health 
and strength. 

The evening was beginning to 
close in when Henri and Frolut 
reached a small cottage in this 
lovely village. The fire burning on 
the hearth cast a pleasant light on 
the window, and a voice waEI heard 
within repeating some verses of 
Scripture ; but the little drummer 
did not recognise this fact, for up 
to this period of his life he had 
never heard any of God's Word read 
or repeated. -

" Stop a minute," said Henri, 
"that is my father. They are at 
evening prayers. We will not dis
turb them." 

They waited a few minutes, and 
then they both entered the cottage. 

How joyfully they welcomed 
their soldier son ! How thankfully 
they found him spared when so 
many thousands had perished ! And 
the stranger met with a kind wel
come too. 

\To be continued.) 

'igings irabt an) 1llta:sant. 

UECIL'S MOTHER. no concbrn 1 ' 'Because,' said sh0, 
'God has said, "Fear not, when 
thou passest through the waters I 

1 

will be with thee : and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee."' Let me die the death of the 
righteous." 

"MY first convictions on the sub
ject of religion," says the Rev. R. 
C~c,il, "were confi~e~ by observ
ing that really religious persons 
bad some solid har,piness among i 

them which I felt the vanities of 
the world could not give. I shall 
never forget standing by the bed
sid0 of my sick mother, ' Are 
not you afraiJ to die ? ' I asked. 
• No.' 'No! Why does the uncer
tainty of another state give you 

ACTS OF KINDNESS. 

SAm an old merchant one day, "I 
never did an act of kindness to any 
human being without finding my
self the happier for it afterward . . 
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A ,siogle friendly act, cheerfully, 
pleasantly, and promptly done to a 
fellow-creature in trouble or diffi
cuHy, besides the good to him, has 
thrown a streak of sunshine into my 
heart for the remainder of the day 
which I would not have taken ~ 
five-pound note for." The old mer
chant_ teaches us how to be happy 
even 1f we are not wealthy. 

RESULT OF "INVITING 
PEOPLE." 

h'VITl!: people to attend the house 
?£ God. A young man was stand
mg on a Sabbath-evening at a 
corner of one of the London streets • 
~e was invited to go to a neighbour~ 
mg sanctuary ; he went, became 
converted, gave himself to Mis
sionary work, and became famous 
through the world as the martyr 
of Erromanga. A bout a hundred 
years ago a young man entered a 
place of worship in Birmingham. 
WJ;ien the service was over, a per
son .who sat with him in the same 
pew said a few words concernincr 
the sermon, and invited the young 
man to come again. Pleased with 
the politeness of the stranc,er, the 
young man went again; he ;eceived 
spiritual good, became a member 
and an officer of the church, and 
had the privilege, later in life, of 
paying for the publication of Dr. 
Carey's address upon missions to 
the heathen, which many look upon 
a_s one of the first steps in the sub
lime career of the Christian Church 
in modern times, which is to end in 
the conversion of the Pagan world. 

WORDS TO PREACHERS. 

MAKE no apologies. If you have 
the Lord's message, declare it ; if 
not, hold your peace. Have short 
prefaces and introductions. Say 
your best things first, and stop be
fore you get prosy. Do not spoil 

the appetite for dinner by too much 
thin soup. Leave self out of the 
pulpit, and take Jesus in. Defend 
the Gospel, and let the Lord defend 
:v:ou and your character. If you are 
hed about, thank the devil for put-
ting you on your guard, and take 
care that the story shall never come 
true. Do not grumble about your 
pay. If you want more money, go• 
to work and earn it. Let your 
beard grow. Throw 11,way your 
cravat. If you do no\; want to 
"break down," make your shirt 
collar au inch larger, and give your· 
blood a chance to flow back to the 
heart. Do not get excited too soon. 
Do not run away from your hearers. 
Engine drive-wheels whirl fast on: 
an icy track, but when they draw 
anything they go slower. It takes. 
a cold hammer to bend a hot iron. 
Heat up the people, but keep the 
hammer wet and cool. Do not bawl 
a~d scream. Too much water stops 
mill wheels, and too much noise 
drowns sense. Empty vessels ring 
the loudest. Powder isn't shot. 
T~mnder is harmless. Lightning 
kills. If you have lightning, you. 
can :ifford to thunder. Donat scold 
the people. Do not abuse the faith
ful souls who come to meeting rainy 
days, because others are too lazy to 
attend. Preach the best to the 
smallest assemblies. Jesus preached 
to one woman at the well, and she 
got all Samaria out to hear Him 
next time. Ventilate your meeting 
room. Sleeping in church is due to 
bad air often3r than to bad manners. 
Do not repeat sentences, saying,. 
'' As I said before.'' If you said it 
before, say something else aft.er. Do
not end sentences, passages of Scrip
ture, or quotations with " and so 
forth;" say what . you mean, and 
stop. Lea'i'e out all words that yoll• . 
cannot define. Stop preaehing and 
talk to folks. Come down from yonr 
atilted ways and sacred tones, and be-
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come'' as a. little child." Tdlstories ; 
.Jesus difl,. and the common people 
l1ea.rd Him gladly. Relate your 
experience ; Paul did, and you ca.n 
}1ardly do better thau lie. One/act 
that you have seen or folt is worth 
a bn~el of mouldy ideas dug. out. of 
mouldier books. Change the sub
ject if it goes: hard. Do nat tire 
y9urself arui every one else uut. Do 
not preach tiH the rufoldk of your 
sermon bu.ries tbe begiuni ng, and is 
buried by the end. Beware of long 
prayers,.except in your closet. Where 
weariness begins, devotion ends. 
Look people in the face, and live so 
you. are not afraid of them. Take 
Jong breaths. Fill your lWJg;. and 
keep them full. Stop to breathe 
before the- air is exhausted. Then 
Y"U will not finish off each sen
tencea/1 with -a terrible gaspah, a.i if 
you,were dying for want of airnh, 
.a.1. some goud people <leak, and ;;o 
strain their lungsa/,, and 1,ever find 
it. cmtah. because their friends dare 
1wt tell themah, and so leave them 
to;make sport fot· the Ph,ilistinesa/i. 
Inflate Y"ur lungs. It is· easier to 
run a saw-mill with a full pond 
than with an empty one. Be mode
rate at first. Hoist tbe gate a !ittlo 
way. When you are half tbrougln, 
raise it more. When _you are nearly 
done, put on the full head at water. 
Aim at a mark; hit it! Stop and 
look where the shot struck; then 
fire another broadside. Paek your 
sermons. Make your words. like 
ballets. A board lt1irts a man most 
when it; strikes him e<lgewise. A 
pound of feathers is as heavy as a 
pbnnd of lead, but it will not kill 
a man as·quickly. An ounce bullet 
wJJL k.iH quicker than a sack of 
wotil. Do not .. condense. too. many 
words in.to. a few thoughts. Make 
JQUr diSClOurse. pro~Li<.Jna.te. u. 

your talk is narrow and shallow, 
do make H short. If it is deep an<l 
st.rong, the stream 111ny l!Utl longer. 
Do not think every urook is det.>p, 
because _you cannot ,Eee the l.,otto1u 
of it, nor call a man a deep diver 
because he always bri:a:ga up mud. 
Have a clear head, a□d your wOl'ds 
will be clear.. Know what you are 
t;;lking about; 1.lien you:ca.u make 
others understand you. Stand for 
God, if you ;;tarad alone. Keiclp out 
of the clutches. of party Lacks and 
and religious politicians.. Preach a 
s1raight Gospel, and live up to it. 
Keep your <listauce from sin. Do 
not play with erlge tools, nor fool 
with temptations. Look to stars 
inst'ead of weather-cocks for g11id
auce. Be in earnest, but not wild. 
Keep open ears, and a close mouth. 
Do not be a. clown. Let the devil 
make l1is own fun, carry his own 
mail, settle his own qnarrel!i, and 
foot liid own !.,ills. Make fow 
promises. Learn to say no very 
sweetly. Keep out of debt. Do 
not let any one owe you more than 
you are aule to lose. Speak to the 
people like your 1vlaster, as they are 
able to l1ear. Do not feed hones to 
babies. Do not abuse people for 
believiug what you once believed 
yourself. Respect honest con vic
tions. Judg_e no man. Be patient 
towards all. Make friends with 
the children. Be cheerful with the 
young. Keep clear of gluttony, 
dyspepsia, a1Jd pious gl'umbling. 
Rcme1u her, eaoh at:rmou may be the 
last you ehal l preach, or your 
hearer8 shall listen to. Keep the 
judgrueut in view. Pfea;;e G;id, 
.a1,d you will p:kase.Chxiiitkwa. Let 
,others praise yoa. Live for Christ. 
Pre:i.eh the Worcl. li. L. R. 
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Jtbitros. 

~s &,,eat A~t ths Wo-.rld. By 
.li'ltlmBRU!JK :HASTING>!. (London: 
Book S(JCiefy, 28, Paternoster-row. 
Price 2e. 6J.) 

·1'Jm author of this interesting little 
volume is now pastor of the Congre
gational CbuNh at Westan-wper-llare, 
cwhere a handsome new ehapel ha-s just 
bee:o. built for him, at which the Rev. 
Newman Hall conducted the opening 
services a few weeks ago. He formerly 
held a ministerial charge at St. John's, 
New Brunswii:k. In thi.s $mall oct:wo 
of a.bout a hundred and llfty pages he 
has given.twenty-t!n-ee shod but lively 
sketclte& IYf Suud'ays passed in various 
COU11.tries widely distant, where it has 
been.hi:s pleasant lot to-ramble. Thus, 
in ·the Ord. Wll'I"Id, in th-e New World, 
and in inil" Mid-Atlantic he has c-ol
leeted reminiscences of men and man
ners in relation to-th& day gf resli and 
the hour-of w&rship. The pict11res he 
ha.a drawn are oo.cee1iingly cheerful; 
he i~ e•ideutly no cynic, bat is anxious, 
"1l'.l find good ,mder all gttisca." Such 
jottings of a facile pen "ill be none the 
less -..ttnwtive beeam10 they are writren 
in c'ties b.est known, to fame and refer 
to individuals wh-o have made their 
mark bdore the pllblie. With a tho
·roughly genia.1 disposition, our author 
appears to bs at home anywhere, and, 
with a sprightly conversational power, 
he is pmtty sure to make his readers 
feel ut home with him wherever he 
conducts them. 

T!,e Lancasters aud their Friends. A 
Tale of Methodist Life.. By S. J. F. 
(Elliot &to~k, 62, Paternoste~-row.) 

DEDICATEl> to the young fadi.es of 
Methodism. The tale is-woll told, tho 
object of the w-ritllr worthy. We have 
no doubt but that it- will recoi ,e a 
hearty welcome in 1mndrai:h of Metho
dist families. It beautifully shows how 

the solicitudo anl tender'carocl 11. pious 
moth,i,- and th.e loving p.rnyera :df a 
pioua father aTe rewarded in the btill{:
ing up of all their children into lho 
kingdom of hea-.-en. Our (l'D.ly d-raw
back in rooding it wall the regret that 
such wholly good families are -vwy 
rare. 

Is the Soot Immortal 1 or, A. Bibl:ical 
A=ly,i-s of Man. By WILLIAM W'I/1!
Tlill FEra.ow, of the Royal Historiool 
Society. (Robm Banks, Raqullt
eourt, .and,H. Davias, Cha.ptm--Jwuo
court..} 

IN the rniast of such yearnings aflor 
some new thing it is most refreshing 
to rea.rl a work of thia kind, in which 
the writer shows aptneBll to teach and 
a rigid abiding by the teaching& Qf the 
Bible, thus avoiding all speculation on 
the deeply thrilling themes on which 
he writes. We commend this treatise 
to all who wish for sate- g.uida1'.ce · on 
the subj-eets indic,i.ted at the head of 
each eha.pter. Among others, -we have 
"The Affinity of the. Spirit with Mind," 
" C<lnscience " "·The S<iul @f l'llltII " 
"Memory," '" Immateriality ·of the 
So::l," "Saints Sleeping in Christ," 
"Eternity of Future Punishmew," 
&c., &c. 

Bil,lical Outh'nes; or, The Distinctive 
Chm·:icteri&tics and Jl,f11tual Relatioc., 
of the Books of t!te Bible. By BUR

LINGTON B. 'iV A.LE. (Elliot Stock, 
P,iternoster-row, and Partridge and 
Co.) 

WE are pl00"8d and gratified. The 
chapter on the Para.Mes is :a speeially 
good one. The work is cro~oo. "l'ith 
well-arranged thoughts a.nd ,nth much 
originality. The writer always gives 
a reason, and always makes plain hfa 
meaning. If you wirui for a. profitabfo 
v<>lume get this one. 



POETRY, 

The Christian ll.1Jmnaf. Five Hundred 
Hymns for the Church and Home. 
Five Hundred and Four Hymns and 
Three Hundred and Forty Tunes. 
Selected from the best Ancient 
S1urces. (J. N. Shaw ·and Co., 
Pate.rooster-row.) 

A SELECTION from the treasuries of 
English hymnology, printed on good 
paper, strongly bound, and clear, plain 
letter-press. Tho melodies are fine, 
the harmonies good. It has also the 
. advantage of most perfect indices of 
words and authors. We are charmed 
with the selection. Of course the Bap
tists will not use the hymns inserted 
for baby-baptism, though the lines have 
.as much to do with baptism as the 
Seriptures have which are sometimes 
quoted in its favour. We think the 
work will stimulate and help greatly 
in the service of praise both in the con
gregation and the home. 

E'01·trai t Group of Baptist JI inister.s, 
and Ke.If Volume. By E. HOLD.EN 
PIKE, (E. Marshall, Office of The 
Lantern Readings, 78, Queen Victoria
street ; Elliot Stock, Paternostor
row.) 

WE are well satisfied with'this work of 
art, and delighted by the effect of such 
striking likenesses bringing us into the 
-0ompany of many with whom we have 
walked, and talked, and held sweet 
-0ounscl, and feel additional interest 
Jrom the fact that of those to glory 
gone since the work was began we 
have preserved to us suc,h lifelike 

HOPE. 
'T:ts hope sustains the seaman 

While traversing the deep ; 
·•T,ia hope supports the widow, 

Though often called to weep. 
'Tie hope that cheers the merchant 

Across the briny main, 
To brave the stormy ocean 

Earth's riches to obtain. 

portraits. :Mr. Marshall has done his 
work well, and deserves our thanks, 
The key volume contains a mass of 
information. We observe some errors, 
and perhaps our Hand Book is answer
able for some of them. We think there 
aro omissions, however, which the per. 
sonal knowledge Mr. Pike has might 
have supplied. As one instance, we 
give the Rev. Christopher Woolla.cott, 
the oldest Baptist minister in the me
tropolis. Was it not possible to have 
given a little more information? We 
know it would have been acceptable . 
Yet we believe the Baptist public will 
show their indebtedness both to Mr. 
Marshall and Mr. Pike for their excel
lent work by a large demand for 
copies. 

:\IAGAZINES, &c. 

The Baptist .Magazine. (Publishing 
Office, Castle-street, Holborn, E.C.) 
The Sword and 1'rowel. (Passmore and 
Alabaster, Paternoster-buildings.) The 
General Baptist .Magazine. (Marl
borough and Co.,AveMaria-Iane.) The 
first contains an interesting memoir 
of the Rev. W.W. Evans. The Sword 
and Trowel is enriched by a paper by 
the Rev. G. Rogers on "'.I'.he Advan
tages of Cultivating a Love of Nature;" 
and The General Baptist has a very 
stirring article on " How may Sunday• 
school Teachers most effectually Secure 
the Conversion of their Scholars?" 

1'he Biblical .Mu.,eum, The Teachers' 
Sto,·ehouse, Truth and Progress,hu.ve still 
our sincerest best wishes and approval. 

'Tis hope sustains the neody 
When pining for supply ; 

And.points to heavenly bounty 
That heeds the raven's cry. 

'Tis hope upholds in sickness, 
Though often racked with pain ; 

And whispers to the mourner 
That health will come again. 



DENOMINATIONAL IllTICLLIGENOE. 

'Tis hope that cheers the sinner 
When guilt has laid him low; 

'Tis hope that points to Jesus, 
His Comforter in woe. 

•Tis hope consoles the dying 
~en sinking to the grave, 

And points the soul to glory, 
Where Jesus lives to save. 

'Tis hope that helps the parent 
To train his infant race, 

Depending on the Spirit 
To aid him by His grace. 

'Tis hope supports the servant 
Of Jesus Christ the Lord, 

Who bears abroad tho Gospel
Glad tidings through the Word. 

Through burning climes he hastens 
To tell to Adam's race 

Of hope through Jesu's m<irits, 
Of pardon through His grace. 

'Tis heavenly hope discloses, 
Amidst his toils and fears, 

His crown and his rejoicing 
Beyond this vale of tears. 

The Saviour's robe around them, 
And washed in His rich blood, 

They join in praise to Jesus 
Before the throne of God. 

Loud, long, and deep, their chorus 
Swells through the courts above, 

Where hope, no longer needed, 
Is perfected in love. 

~tnantlna.tianal ~nttlligtnct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 
REV. JoHN HARPER, who has been 
pastor of the ehureh at Horsforth, near 
Leeds, upwards of twelve years, has 
accepted an invitation from the church 
at Rotherham. 

Rev. W. E. Winks, who has held the 
pastorate of Ely-place Chapel, Wisbech, 
for nine years, has resigned the ap
pointment, and accepted an invitation 
to the ministerial charge of the ehurch 
at St. Mary's-street, Cardiff. 

llir. H. Tarrant, of Mr. Spurgcon's 
College, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church, Romney
street, Westminster. 

Rev. James Cave, who, owing to a 
failure of health, has been residing for 
some time past at Tenby, has aeeepted 
the charge of the church at Kings
bridge. 

The Rev. G. II. Malins having re
signed the pastorate of :Marlborough
crescen:t ehnrch, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
has accepted the call of tbo church 
llleeting in Stoney-street, Nottinghltm. 

Rev. E. Dyson has resigned his 
charge of the church at Ossett, near 
Wakefield, and has accepted the invita
tion of that of Stanningley, near Leeds. 

Rev. J. Berryman, of Nantyglo, has. 
aecepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the Baptist church, Caerwent. 

On aocount of failing strength, Mr. 
Hoddy has resigned the pastorate of 
the chureh, at Horham, after twenty
one yeare' ministry, .and accepted an, 
invitation from the church at Clare. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

A MEETING has just been held at 
Waterbarn, to celebrate the tiventy
flfth anniversary of the settlement of 
Rev. J. Howe over the church and 
congregation meeting there. In the 
course of an address, Mr. Howe said 
nothing but harmony had existed in 
the eongregation, and he trusted the 
bond between pastor and people would 
only be se,ered by death. During the 
evening, Mr. Howe was presented with 
a purse containing £100 as a mark of 
the esteem in which he is held. Quite 
recently the congregation paid off a 
debt of £3,500 incurred by the enlarge
mant and decoration of the chapel, and 
the erection of new schoolrooms. 

Rev. J. Davis, on retiring from the 
pastorate of Manvers-street chapel, 
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Bath. at a.elosfl of ten years' ministry, 
was presented on the. 22nd oI August 
with a::i olootro-plo.ted. epergne and an 
illuminated address. Mrs. DaviR, at 
the same time, rooeived a, handsome 
gold locket. 

Rev. A. Braine lute been presented 
by the church at Winch.re~ with a 
purse of twenty guineas, prior to his 
aeparture to nnderta.kee t'he pastoral 
care of, the cehurch at Char-I. 

Rev. A. S. Swaine, on lea.ving Wan
tage, was presented with a gift of 
money, to expeml a.s lre might think 
propQr, as a. memento of his ministry 
in that plaoo. · 

RECOGNITIONS. 

LYNDHuRST, lIANTS. - The recogni
tion services in connectiort with the 
settlement of the Rev. W. II. Payne, 
formerly of Bugbrook, Northampton
shire, wore hold o.n August 31. After 
a, public tea, nnmill'ously attended by 
friends from· the adjacrmt villages, a 
religious servi<.-e was held, the pastor 
presiding. Mr. Short, who hacl just 
rell.ched his jubilee as a S,m<lay-sehool 
teacher in the Baptist oh.,pei, gave a 
statement of tho 1manimity of the in
,itations of both church and congre
gation, and addresses of .welcome to 
tho pastor; and of practical advice to 
t\le people, were delivered by the Horn. 
J.B. Burt, J. J_ Fitcl1, E. Boon, and J. 
Po.war. Letters expressive of esteem 
far tho pastor were read from Rev. J. 
T. Brown, ,ice-president of the Baptist 
Union; J.B. Myers, seeretary; anc'. R. 
E. Bradfield, moderator of the ~forth• 
nmptoushire Association. 

On Thurl!<fay evening, Septembor 7, 
a; too and public meeting were held at 
th0 Bournemouth church, for the pur
pOBe of -..elcoming Rev. G. P. Gould, 
M.A., as a11sista.nt-minister to the pas
toxato of tbo joint churches of Bourne
mouth and Boseombe. The public 
mooting "Was presided over by th8 
pastor, Rev. C. H. Leonard. The other 
speakers wero the Revs. S. B. Brown, 
BJA., W. Jackoon, J. R. Osborn, E •. 
Work.m11n, and R. Colman. llfr. Gould, 

being introduced hy thn '!lbair.matq 
thanked them for the Sfmpathy a.iid 
good ,dshes t.hey had. e;sprell!IOd. Tha 
fathor of l\fr. Gould,, Rll'\7. G. Goulll 
of Norwich, als• adilre.ssed too moot'. 
ing. 

ULEY, GLOl10lGSTElll!Hllm;-Reeegni
tion services in eonnea.tion witJh.tboaet
tlement of Mr. William Ewens, of the 
Pastors' College, were-beld hel'& on·S'ept, 
11. A sermon was preached l>y Rsv. 
W. J ulyan. The ~ongregation WM 
large. Tea wail. pro.,icled, to: w:hich 
about 250 sat down. In the ~ing 
a public meeting mis hold, when the 
chair was takon by Rov. W. Pa,ry, 
Rev. W. w;;mams offered pmyer. The 
pastor gave a short account of hiB con
version and call to the ministry, and 
addresses were deli vcred by tho Revs, 
F. J. Il. Smith, Coombes, Florence, 
Williams, Osborne, W. Cooke, and 
E. ,Jones. 

Luro:,, PAR1c - STREET CHAPEL.
Services in connoction with tho recog
tion of Rev. J. IL Blake, late af Bow, 
wero hold on Wednesday, August 23. 
A largo attenda.nce, waB gathered in 
the afternoon. Rav, A. G. Brown, of 
London, preaehe.d from Psalm eiii., 
part of the first verse. A toa woo suh
sequently hdd in 1.h& oohomrooms, 
which wat1 well attended, several 
miaisteTs of various Nonconfor.ming 
denominations of the town being 
present. In the C?ening the pnWic 
recognition meeting was held in the 
chapel. Tl10re '-Tas a. good attend· 
anc0. Mr. P. Wootton {one of the 
deacons) presicJ.e<l, the Rev. J. H. 
Blake (pastor), thA Rev. A. G. 13rowu 
(London), the Rev. W. J. Inglis (Lou
den), the Rev. H. W. Taylor (Mark
yate-street), the Rev. Adolphus Brown 
(F'enny Stratford), the Rov. R. Berry 
(Congregationalist, Luton), the Rov. J. 
Tuckwell (Union Chapel, Luton), the 
Rev. D. Morgan (Wellington-street 
Baptist Chapel,Luton), l\:lr. T. meteher 
(a deacon of Bow- Chapel), &e. A hymn 
having bean sung, and a prayer offered 
by the Rev. A. G. Brown, addrosses 
were delivered by the chairman, Rev. 
J. H. Blake, H. W. Taylor, R, Berry, 
A. Brown, D. Marg.an, and :Mr. lame1-
Wootton. 



l>KNOMllU."J.'ION'AL INTJ:LLTGm!OE. 211 

NEW mnmrmms. 
-A Jl!l!JW• months ·Ago, .several ·p!l'l'llOns 
in Henley-on-Thames were impressed 
-with i'he desirability m attimq,ting the 
format.ion of a Baptist. church in that 
town. In accordance with. this fse.lin~, 
f,onr· gentlame.n waijed upon :Re ... W. • 
Anderson, of Readi!llg, ~ -ob.tain ID.is 
,lllllrirJa and assist1moo, i111 the 311.tter. 
Mr. Anderson oonsnlted ·,with his dea- · 
-cons ·at King's-ro:td Jfaptist chnrch, 
Reading, and the rasnlt was .a determi
nation to commem:e the Wilrk imme
diately. Aftar the n.el!essary prelimi
nary .a.r.nmgements had hocn made, a 
tea, foll<J1Wed by a. pulillc miteting, was · 
heLt in .th& Assembly Boo.Ills, Renley, 
on January 12. On ~e following Sun
day, .tbo tirat -services- were •condueted 
in the same place by .Mr. H. Abraham, 
of the Pastors' Coll(lge. After 1L ro.w 
weeks, :ld:r. George Samuel, of lho 
Pastors' Collage, wss mclted to take 
the work in hand, and has. cautinued 
11D conduct the aervices nnti1. the pre. 
soul tim.e. From the com~ncement · 
success of a very enoow-aging-cbarae$&r 
ha$, a:-Aended the work, and the congre
gations continue to increase in nnm
ba.rs, On Tuesday, August 29, a ser
mon w~ preached· in the afternoon, 
by Rev. J. T. Wigner, Preside.ut of. th-0 
Londo.a Baptist Associatioll. A meet
ing was afterwards held Ullder llbe 
pr8Sideru:y of lwv. J. T. Wigner, and 
a church was formed, consisting of 
twenty-one m"mb,m,. ·The ·Lord's 
Sapper was then celebnited, and so
veral friends from Re.tling, Maiden
head, and other churches, oommuned 
with the newly-formed church. An 
eitcellent. tea was i,rovided by tho ladies 
at five o'clock, ia the Com Jil:,:;change, 
and at half,pas.t. silt a public meeting 
was held in the A$Sembly Rooms, Rev. 
W. Anderson in· the cha.ir, and addresses 
w.ere delivMed by the chairman, Rev. 
J. T. Wigner, S. Manu, J. Wilkins, W. 
H. Elliott, Mr. L:miont, and M'r. Goo. 
·Samual. All the proceedings were 
very successful and encouraging. The 
llewlv~formed chnrch, as .at pre.sent 
constituted is a Branch of the Baptist 
ahnroh, Ki~g's-road, Reading. 

A meeting was held on Thursda.y, 

Sh,t Augmit., nt 'the chapel, Mmi!;yn
street, Llandndno, for the· p,1lljpOB0 ,ecf 
'.forming a. e'b.urceh in tb.at place. "'l'h:e 
chapel :baa be&n. .ope111 about . 1'0111,tElllm 
ysars, 11ttd :dal!ingtbe.tastthree wintei-s 

: the ser-vitl.es have been ocmducted' by 
·Rev. F.raneis W.ills, ,:and a 0011grogatilm 
-gathered together, wlafah. ~.beoonm 
Dearly wlf-«nppl'l'ting. At the tn6et
ing Ra11. 'l'I. S. Bi:ewn, ,gf Li!i'.e:rpel>}, 
pre.sided, :and u ehuroh was form•d, 
consisting ·of eighteen mmnbers. :1. 
·unanimous invitation to tb:& pastorate 
was Teooit<1d and a.eceptad. by Mr. 
Wills. 

!PlISOELI..ANEBUS. 

THE ehapol at Hay-hill, Bath, ·1,uJU 
for the cDJigregatiun g&them by Dr. 
Winslow anol his sue<:f)9S()t", Dr. Le-ch
man, wu Napanod ,on Saaday, Se-p. 
te11:1.>ber Std., after w:adergnin!' repair. 
The morning service wus,oaoduele1i'l1,r 
the Rev. Spenear llut>eh, pe.■ll&r, atrd 
that in tha. e-vening by Rev. El. 'Quick. 
The condition of this clm\1Ch ha.11, for 
the Jast year ,or two 'been d(llllinitl$, 
but &11 ,.,£fort ioi ·being made to re!l±ore 
it. Promises- of mor.8 titan £89~ to. 
wards the debt have already 1,~n 
made, and hopes a.re entertained of 
soon entirely removing it. 

Buu.-A gr,ent imprevement in Wid
comba Chapel bas recently been ef
foeted in lihe removal cQf the old 
8traight-ba.cked pews, and ·the substi
tution of more modern -onu. The _pa.s
tor's seventeenth anniverBary ·of :St. 
Clement was ceiobrated on Mondll.y, 
September 4, by a tea and· public meet
ing, and notwithstanding the almost 
incessant downpour of rain, was largely 
attended. Addresses wera given .by 
the pastor, the Rilv.Jabn-Huntl1ty,and 
by the Revs. R. H. PowaU, BradfQrd
on-Avon; T. Wallace,Bath; !Jobba, of 
::llisaanden, Bucks; an£ MeBl!T& Tuck 
and Littleton, of Bath. Dnr.iug the 
evening the pastor was, prll&ented by 
Mr. Batten, ono of the deacons, wilh..a. 
cheque for £16 10s. as a slight expi:ea
sion of sympathy and 8!!teem frCllD. tho 
church and congregatio.n. 

ISLElIAlll GENERAL Bil'TIST CHAPEL. 
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-The harvest thanksgiving and chapel 
anniversary was held on Wednesday,· 
Sept. 13th. A sermon was preached in 
the afternoon by the late pastor, Rev. 

. G. Towler, Long Sutton, from Phil. iii. 
13, H. A public tea was held at five, 
to which there sat over 300. In the 
evening the chapel was very full, when 

: several ministers gave very interesting 
addresses. The pastor, Rev, W. E. 

· Davies, was congratulated on the extent 
·of the material improvements which he 
·bad been the means of effecting, and much 
more on the amount of spiritual good 
done during his pastorate of seventeen 
months----the ehureh having risen dur
ing that time from 88 to 134-and still 
there is more to follow. The collec
tions were in advance of previous 
years. 

BAPTIST UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND lRELAND,-Presidcnt, Rev. W. 
Landels, D.D. The Autumnal Session 
of the Baptist Union will be held in 
Birmingkam, October 4 and 5. l\Iinis

. ters and Delegates desiring accommo-
dation during the Session will please to 

. apply to the Secretaries of the Local 
Committee, Revs. J. Jenkyn Broi·n 
nnd H.Pfatten, Birmingham. E. Steane, 

. D.D., and J. H. Millard, Il.A., Secre. 
tariu. 

BAPTISMS. 
Attleoo1·ough, N orfolk.-September 3, Two, 

by E.Ma.son. · 
. Atworth, Wilts.-Angust 24, at Ebenezer 
Chapel, Five, by J, Smith. 

.Barmliy.-Angnst 27, Nine, by B. W. Osler. 

·Jo!!.":'' Lla•fyllin.-August 13, Four, by M, 

Binqley, Yorks.-August 17, at Park-road 
-Chapel, Eleven, by E. F. Cossey. 

B1'rmi1'gham. - August 27, at the Circus 
-Oha.pel, Twelve, by G. Jarman. 

Blacl,ky, Yorks.-September 2, Three, by R. 
Briggs. 

Bourn.-Augu0t 19, Two, by ,V. Orton. 
Bradford, Yorkebire.-..\ugust 27, at Sion 

Chape~ Sixteen, by J. W. Ashworth. 
Buluiell, Xotts,-A.ugust 27, Eight, by C. 

Crouch, · 
Burton-<m-Trent.-August 30, at Guild stre<1t, 

Ch•P€~ Two, by J. Asken. 
Bury.-Scptember 3, Two, by W. Bury. 

Carm<>rthen.-September 10, at the T"-ber
ru,,cJe, Two, by J. Thom"8. 

Clay l'rou.-Auguat 31, Three, by W, Wil
lie.ms. 

Coatl,ridge, Scotland.-August 6, Two, by 
J. M. Ifowson. 

Dun,•o,sne.,s, Slwtlandls/es.-August 13, Three, 
by J. C. Roger. 

Frome.-Au,,"llsl 13, at Lock's-lane Chapel, 
Three, by G. Dunca.n. 

G.,,rge Town, Tredegar ~August 13, at]lelhel 
Cha.pel, Five, by E. LewiB. 

Ilalijax, Norland, ntar.-September 3,. Two, 
by W. Bottomley. 

Haverford,,,est. - August 16, at Bethesda 
Chapel, Three, by Dr. De.,ies. · 

Hu/me.-September 6, Eight., by W. Birch. 
Jarrow-on-T:~ne.-8ept. 101 in the Gra.nge

road Chapel, Two, by W. Satchwell. 
Launceston.-August 17, Two, by R. Peter; 

August 24, One, by J. Wilson. 
Leigh. Lancashlre.-Auguet 27,. Four, by D. 

Waring. 
Letteskenny, Ireland. - August 27 Three 

September~, Four, by John Storey. 
Li•erpool.-Au~ust 21, at St. Pa.ul's-squara 

Chapel, One, by L. W. Lewis. 
Llanidloes.-Aug. 20, Three, by J. Edwards . 
Llwynpia.-August 13, Fourteen; August 27, 

Thirty-two; September 10, Twenty-one, at 
Jeru•alem Chapel, by J. R. Jones; 

Loulh.-August 2S, at Eastgate Chapel, Six, 
by A. C. Perrio.m. 

Lymiugto,,. Ha.nts.-August 27, Seven, by J . 
J. }'itch. 

Lym,n, Cheshire.-Septem ber 6, One, by 
H. D&vies. 

Maesy1>er/an.-September :i, One, by G. ·H: 
Llewellyn. · 

Malden, Essex.-August 27, Four, by H. 
Charlton. 

Malton.-August 30, Five, by W. Smith, 
Manchester. - Augw,t 30, at Every-street 

Chapel, Three, by S . .Backhouse. 
Mel/ham, Yorks.-September 2, One, by J . 

Alderson. 

Metropoli/an DiJtri<t :-

Barnes.-4-ugust 27, Two, by F. J. llrown
Bren(ford.-Augllllt 31, &t Albany Chapel, 

Four, by W. Sumner. 
Brenlfol'd Park Chap,l.-Augu,t 31, One, 

by W. A. Blake; August 31, l''ive, -by W. 
Frith, for tbe Church at Gunnersbury. 

Commereia/-road.-Angw,t 27, Five, by J. 
Fletcher. 

Finsbury Park,-August 27, One, by J • 
Wilson. 

llarlin~lo11.-August 31 1 Two,"by Williant 
Crick, 
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Old Kt•t-road.-August 30, at AI!red-phwe 
Chapel, One, by D. W. Laing. 

Hare-strut, Hackney.-August 31, Five, 
by Mr. Aldridge. 

Metropolitan Tabernacle.-Aug. 28, Eleven; 
31, Sixteen, by J. Cha.rleswortb; Sept. 14, 
Six, by J. A. Spur goon. 

Stea Newt,,gton-road.-August 27, a.t De
vonshire-square Cha.pal, Four, by T. W. 
Henderson. 

Whit«hapel.-August 27, al Little Alie
•treet Cha.pal, One, by C. Masterson. 
Milford, Hants.-August 27, Ten, by T. 

Eva.as. 
Netflerton, nea.r Dudley.-September 3, at 

Ebenezer Chapel, Seven, by J. MarehaU. 
Newb<ild, Yorks.-August 27, Two, by U. G. 

Watkins. 
NCU7port, Mon.-August 20, at Stow-hill 

Chapel, Seven, hyJ. Dongllls. 
Old Ba,ford.-August 30, One, by W. Dyson. 
.Portslade-by-Sea.-September 4, Two, by F. 

Haney. 
Portmwuth.-1!.ug 30, at La.ke-road Chapel, 

1 Eleven, by T. W. Medhurot. 
Pr>undalo.,, " branch of Maesyerhelem, RILd

norshire.-August 26, Two, by D. Davies. 
Pre,teign, Radnorehire.-September 1, One, 

by S. Watkins. 
&acling.-Sept. -, at King's-road Chapel, 

One, by G. Samuel, for 'tne newly-formed 
Church at Henley-on-The.me•. 

Ri&ca.-!lept,mber 3, at the English Chapel, 
Four, by T. Thomas. 

S/wfanger, Norfolk.-September 3, Two, by 
T. H. Sparha.m. 

Shdlana bier, Lerwick.-Angust 27, One, by 
J.C. Roger, 

Sllip/ey.-!leptember 3, at Bethel Chapel, 
Three, by H. C. Atkinson. 

Shoreham, Snssex.-August 27, One, by W, 
Harrald. 

Smethllticl:, Birmingham.-Ang. 28, o.t Cross
street Chapel, Nine,, by G. T. ll&iley. 

Southampton.-Augnst 20, in Carlton Chapel, 
Five, by E. Osborne; August 27, at East-street 
<!hapel, Three, by J. H. Patterson. 

Spaldwick, Hnntingdon.-September 6, Four, 
by W. Skelly. , 

Sp,nnymoor.-Sept. 3, Four, by M. Morris. 
T.,m.,.,,.tll.-September 3, al the Te.barnacle, 

Four, by I. Dixon. 
1'reor.l:,u.-September 10, Ten, by D. De.viee. 
We,tbury.-Septemher 3, at Providence 

Chape~ Nine, by S. King. 
We,tbur, leigh.-August 3,1, Four, by 

W. Theron•. 
We.,tpar.1:, Dnmfries.-September 9, One, by 

W. Millegan, jun. 
Wind,or.-Aag. 16, at Victoria-street Chapel, 

Five, by W. Crick. 
IYorce.,/er.-Augn•t 27, Six, by J. Lewitt. 
U1,ton-on-& .. m.-Soptember 6, Two, by J. 

D11I1clrley. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
Rev. J. C. PIKE, minister of Friar-lane 
Chapel, Leicester, and secretary of th<> 
General Baptist Missionary Society, 
died on tho 11th of August, in th<> 
sixtieth year of his age, and was in
te1Ted on the following Tuesday, in th" 
presence of a considerable number of 
ministers and a luge body of the con
gregation to whom he had ministered 
for a period of seventeen years. At 
the sorviee in the chapel, the Rev. I. 
)forley Wright, Congregationalist, de
livered the address, in which he bore 
testimony to the faithful service ren
dered by their departed friend; The 
funeral codege proceeded in twenty 
carriages to the cemetery, where n 
large concourse of people witnessed the 
interment. On arriving at the grave, 
a wreath of flowers was placed on the 
coffin, which was le>wered into the gravG 
as the Rev. Dr. Buckley, the oldest 
Baptist missionary, pronounced the 
words, "We commit. our beloved friend 
to his last resting-place in sure aml 
certain hope of a blessed resurrection." 

ON the 28th of August died ANNA, 

the beloved wife -0f the REV. W. Fin:, 
of North Curry. She was born at Yar
combe, Devon, in the year 1847. From 
early childhood she attended theSunday
school at the little Baptist Chapel, 
Marsh, a hamlet near Yarcombe. She 
there became seriously concerned a.bout 
her spiritual state, and when about six
teen years of age was brought to tr11Si 
in Christ for salvation. In the year 
1865 she was baptised, on a profession 
of her faith in Christ, by the Rev. Evan 
Edwards, then of Chard. Soon after 
she joined the Church she went to live 
at Wellington, where she earnestly en
gaged in Sunday-school work. At Rock
well~groen she was especially useful in 
that department of Christian labour, 
and her happy, earnest efforts will nut 
soon be forgotten by those wlth whom 
she laboured. After leaving Wellington 
she went to reside at Weymouth, wher~ 
she remained until she became united 
in marriage to him who now mourns 
her loss., About eighteen months ago 
she l1ad an attack of bronchitis, which 
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grea.tly impaired her strength. The , 
beat medreal advico was sought, and 
hopes were onter.ta.ined of her compl1>te 
TecGvery. 'Soon, however, it. was dm
eov,eri;d th&t the lungs- were seriously 
diBeaed, t.nd,,nfter a lingering painful 
illn$11s, she 'paBsell a way to be for · ever 
withtheLord. Her IJhriiltian life was 
bright and eoi;emplary. In. every. good 
word and w,;,rk she actively engagod. 
. Speciii.Ily we;s she adapted £or tlurnphere 
in which she moved. :She was a. txue 
helpnwet. to her partner, and. with her 
weJI.Wanoed mind, .delloted piety, and 
judicious, hearty wo!ldR, greatly in
liJ>ired him in his Jab,mrs. Hor 
Ohristinn experience was of it eheerful, 
trustful natn:re. Her mind wm,.kept in 
perfeot peace, being stayed npon. God. 
About three months before her dooeaae 
she becam0 perfectly convinced that 
recoveny was hopeless. Thon came a 
strnggle. . She thought mneh abont her 
hnsband,. to whom she was. devotedly 
at.ta.chetl, a.nd also her throo little chil
dran. Sooo.-hawewr, the stniggle was 
over, and she r~s!gned them to Hirn 
who wo.s her "All in all." In her last 
clays her laifu wa.s,strong aml her. reali
saiion of Divine lov-& groo.t. Te h,ir 
sorrowing husband she said, "I feel I 
need n<> groater eviden•e. ~ "I am not 
a!mid .'to •die." "My. faith is strong." 

'The day before ahe i0l.I aslel'lp she •e1<:
perienced much of the joy of God'e 
salvation. She spoke of ii..&B · a " sweet 
day. Ncwton's.hynw, "Begone,. unbe
·nef, my- Sa."iour is ,near/' •&ic., 'Was 
specially consoling to .hor. She re

-mained eonacion11 almost ~ • -the last. 
Seoing her sistel' weeping, llhe said, 
"Don't troubl&-meet me..in .hea-ven
be panionb.r- how yon }i;t-.ft... •For a 
moment she !1,ppeared unellWICions, 
but as soon as she came to bel'll!lli 
she said, "Ha 11e- ·1 bcon :to. ,sloop? I 
thought I should have ·been home 
before ·now, .. · -and thna ·she passed 
away from her pain and weakness 
to enjoy the prosenll() of Him. in°whllm. 
she delighted. On the falfo,wing'Satur
day her mortal romains were .in
terred in the Baptist br1rial0grou.nd 
amidst a large 80ncouroo..of mournc,rs. 
The funeral aervi<:e.wa.s 1·to•doc.'811 by 
the Reff. T. Baker; E. Clarti11,.o.nd .T. 
Bnrnha.m. On the following day the 
event was im~d by"Mr; OurtisAnd 
Mr. Baker. The cong,;eg11tion1 :We!'e 
large, and nearly o.11 ·woN emblems id 
mourning. Mu.eh ·tme lilYlllPal4Y .was 
felt fer the ~are11 v~, &Jlli. fererent 
prayerB offered for sustaining gra,;ie.. 

"Se.fsinthetumSofJ-, 
S..Ce ,,., Ili,i gepl;le 1-t." 

P.l.STOBS' COLLEGE, METROPOLrrAN TABERNACLE. 
PBBSIDRNll'-0, H. ~PUBGBON, 

Statement, ef lleaifitsfrum. August 20th, 1876,.fo ,Sep~ Illih, 1876. 
£&£ ·~~ ~&, 

Mr,. "Spri,rg& ............ O ~ o Mr . .Jobn.Baker ...... l O O. ll!ev.W. B.lltli.e~n ? -0 ·o 
1o1r llnd·lllrs.Sa.nggter (l'-10 0 'Mt-. Bra.df<IS'CL.......... n 2 6 Mr. Jfll!aph 'TriSD11. .. '2a • 0 
-w.' 0/G."""•••"· .. -· .. 0 .IJI ·o M.-. Oole ·-··· ........... 0 2 6 Mr. Wm. La.dbrooit .•• I O ·o 
.J[rs.,Wood. .. _ ......... Ji <I ·o •S&ilJ.f>f'Ft,.aey Noodl&-. Fr·eeda a.tlfilloo,per 
}I. D.;, Otago ............ 2 10 -0 work. the Misses &v. W. Uow,r,_.. 7 
lh. 0. Tolmee ......... C 13 0- He•tb .................. !O O & Oolleetkm at.•~ " _ 

•lltr. J. Edw&nls ...... 51) •O ·-0 A Oomltnm Reader, per Mr. Minns ..•... • .., 
TbeMIBsll! Drllnsflleld :l U O Thmdee ............... 0 5- li W..ekly Oft'el'iDl;!I ·al 
·{J]oarlntte Wo.re ...... ll .10 0 &YI OiBpll<lt, Mr.Gm1- Meuopolilan '.1\1,-
11'.r .. J. PeAlffl°"' •••..• l & 0 Jim ..................... I O 0. baiil>IWlle;-·Aag.:: ·~ ': 
lft'.R S'-ve!18 ......... o 4 O ·Mr.J.Heetor ............ 1 -0 ·O " '3. .0-

0 AlFri.,ttd.1>erJ. T. D. O' :W oi C..Uectod by Miss l 
6 
~ ~.: 

0 
o 

·Jdr.'0. ]WI 10 t O Jeyhs .................. n 2 0 U J7 i ~ 
Mn:T .. ,----- l& O II Miss Willldow ......... • . 

·11r,.J. 11:Mrw-<>Od ...... ::i o , : J: B. E ................... cno 4t "~ 
1lle1dtdlJldlldllft...... 0 12 O',• Mr. G;•T.ice............... 2 0 o. -

. .X.,...J- ..... -........ 1 10 l), J. Q. ;Ji;. .......... ,_ ..... a6 i& ·:o 
13ubooripfions will be thanlrfuilyreecfved by C.H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan T&beruele. 
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PREPARATWN FOR HEAVEN.-ir-

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY O. H, SPURGEON. 

"Now He that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing fa God, who also hath 
given unto us the earnest of tho Spirit."-2 CoRrnTHIANS v. G. 

How very confidently Paul contemplates the prospect of death ! He 
·betrays no trembling apprehensions. With the calmness and serenity, 
not merely of resignation and submission, b_ut of assurance and courage, 
he appears joyous arnl gladsome, and even charmed with the hope of 
having his body dissolved, and being girt ab:mt with the new body which 
God hath prepared for His saints. He that can talk of the grave and of 
the hereafter with such intelligence, thoughtfulness, faith, and strong desire 
as Paul did, is a man to be envied. Princes might well part with their 
crowns for such a, sure and certain hope of immortality. Could emperors 
-exc:hange their treasures, their honours, and their dominions, to stand side 
by side with the humble tent-maker in his poverty they would be great 
gainers. "\Vere they lmt able to say with him-" "\Ve are always confident, 
and willing rather to be aLsent from the body and to be present with the 
Lord," they might well ba-rter earthly rank for such a requital. This side 
heaven what can be more heavenly than to be thoroughly prepared to 
pass through the river of death 1 On the other hand, what a dreary and 
dreadful state of mind must they be iµ who, with nothing before them 
but to die, have no hope and see no outlet,-the pall and the shroud their 
last adorning; the grave and the sod their destination. Without hope of 
rising again in a Letter future, or realising a better heritage than that 
which should know us no more ere long; no prospects of seeing God face 
·to face with rejoicing ; well may men dislike any reference to death. So 
they shrink from the thought of it ; far less can they tolerate its being 
talked of in common conversation. No marvel that they recoil from the 
shade of mortality when they are so ill-prepared to face the reality of the 
soul's departure. But, dear friends, since it is so desirable to be Feady to 
depart, it cannot be inexpedient sometimes to talk about it: aml on my 
part the more so, because there is a proneness in all our minds to start aside 
from that grave topic which, as God shall help us, shall be our subject this 
-evening-preparation for the great hereafter. "For," saith the .Apostle, 
"God bath ~rought us for this selfsame thing;" He has prepared us for 
the dropping of the present body and the putting on of the next, and He 
has" given us the earnest of His Spirit." 

Our three departments of meditation will be-the work of preparation 
itself; the Author of it; and the seal which IIe sets to it, the possession of 
which may resol-i:e atl 1Jcrnples as to whether we are prepared or not. 

I. Tm, WORK oF PREPARATION stands first. Is it not almost universally 
admitted that some preparation is absolutdy essential. Whenever the 
death of friend or comr:i,de is annonnred you will hear the worat-iustructed 
say, "I hope, poor man, he was prepn,red." It m,1,y be but a passing 

* This Sermon being Copyright, tho right of repriuting and translating is reserved. 
No. 216, N11w SERIES, 
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reflection, or a common saying. Yet everybody will give expression to 
it-" I hope he was ready." Whether the words be well understood or 
not I do not know, but the currency given to them proves a unanimous 
conviction that some preparation is necessary for the next world. And, in 
troth, this doctrine is in accordance with the most elementary facts of our 
ho1y religion. Men by nature need something to be done for them before 
they can enter heaven, and something to be done in them, something to 
be done with them, for by nature they are enemies to God. Dispute it as 
ye will, God knows best. He declares that we are enemies to Him, and 
alienated in our hearts. We need therefore that some ambassador should 
come to us with terms of peace, and reconcile us to God. We are debtors 
as well as enemies to our Creator-debtors to His law. We owe Him 
what we cannot pay, and what He cannot pardon. He must exact 
obedience, and we cannot render it. He must, as God, demand perfection.
of us, and we as men cannot bring Him that perfection, Some mediator, 
then, must come in to pay the debt for us, for we cannot pay it, neither 
can we be exempted from it. There mast be a substitute who shall stand 
between us and God, one who shall undertake all our liabilities and dis
charge them, and so set us free, that the mercy of God may be extended 
to us. In addition to this we are all criminals. Having violated the law 
of God we are condemned already. We are not, as some vainly pretend, 
introduced to this world on probation; but our probation is over; we 
have forfeited all hope ; we have broken the law, and the sentence is gone 
out against us, and we stand by nature as condemned criminals, tenants of 
this world during the 1·eprieve of God's mercy, in fear of a certain and 
terrible execution, unless some one come in between us and that punish
ment; unless some gracious hand bring us a free pardon; unless some 
voice divine plead and prevail for us that we may be acquitted. If this 
be not done for us it is impossible that we should entertain any well
grounded hope of entering heaven. Say then, brethren and sisters, has 
this been done for you 1 I know that many of you can answer-" Blessed 
be God, I have been reconciled to Him throngh the death of His Son ; God 
is no enemy of mine nor I of His ; there is no distance now between me 
and God ; I am brought near to Him, and made to feel that He is near to 
me, and that I am dear to Him." Full many here present can add-" My 
debts to God are paid; I have looked to Christ, my Substitute; I have 
seen Him enter into snretyship engagements for me, and I am persuaded. 
that He has discharged all my liabilities; I am clean before God's bar; 
faith tells me I am clean." And, brethren, you know that you are no 
longer condemned. You have looked to Him who bore your condemna
tion, and you have drunk in the spirit of that verse-" There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Surely this is a preparation for 
heaven. How could we enter there if our debts were not discharged?. 
How could we obtain the Divine favour eternally if we were still con
demned criminals 1 How could we dwell for ever in the presence of God 
if we were still His enemies 1 Come, let us rejoice in this, that He bath 
wrought us for this selfsame thing, having championed our caW;e from the 
cmdle to the grave. 

Preparation for heaven consists still further in something that must be 
wrought in us, for observe, brethren, that if the Lord were to blot out all 
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our sins we should still be quite incapable of entering heaven unless there 
was a change wrought in our natures. According to this Book we are 
dead by nature in trespasses and sins-not some of us, but all of us; the 
best as well as the worst ;-we are all dead in trespasses and sins. Shall 
dead men sit at the feasts of the Eternal God? Shall there be corpses at 
the celestial banquets 1 Shall the pure air of the New Jerusalem be 
defiled with the putrefaction of iniquity 1 It must not, it cannot be. We 
mu&t be quickenea; we must be taken from the corruption of our old 
nature into the incorruption of the new nature, receiving the incorruptible 
seed which liveth and abideth for ever. Only the living children can 
inherit the promises of the living God, for He is not the God of the dead 
but of the living; we must be made living creatures by the new-creating 
power of grace, or else we cannot be made meet for glory. By nature we 
are all worldly. Our thought.s go after earthly things. We "mind earthly 
things,'' as the Apostle says. We seek after the world's joys; the world's 
maxims govern us; the world's fears alarm us; the world's hopes aud 
ambitions excite us. We are of the earth earthy, for we bear the image 
of the first Adam. But, brethren, we cannot go to heaven as worldly men; 
for there would be nothing there to gratify us. The gold of heaven hi not 
for barter to use, nor for covetousness to hoard. The rivers of heaven are 
not for commerce, neither are they to be defiled by men. The joys and 
glories of heaven are all spiritual, all celestial. 

"Pure are the joys above the skies, 
And all the region peace." 

Such peace is of a heavenly !rind and for het,tvenly minds. Carnal spirits, 
greedy, envious spirits-what would they do in heaven 1 If they were in 
the place called heaven they could not be in the state called heaven, and 
heaven is more a state than a place. Though it is probably both, yet it 
is mainly the former, a state of happine$s, a state of holiness, a state of 
spirituality which it would not be possible for the worldly to reach. The 
incongruity of such a thing is palpable. Therefore you see, brethren, the 
Holy Spirit must come and give us new affections. We must have a fresh 
object set before us. In fact, instead of minding the things that are seen, 
we must come to love ·and to a~pire to the things that are not seen. 0ur 
affections, instead of going downwards to things of earth, must be allured 
by things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 
In addition to our spiritual death and worldliness we are all unholy by 
nature. Not one of us is pure in the sight of God. We are all defiled 
and all defiling, but in heaven they are "without fault before the throne 
of God." No sin is tolerated there; no sin of thought, or word, or deed. 
Angels and glorified spirits delight to do God's will without hesitation, 
without demur, without omission ; and we, like them, must be holy, or we 
cannot enter into their sacred fellowship. 

" Those holy gates for ever bar 
Pollution, sin, and shame ; 

None shall obtain admission there 
But followers of the Lamb." 

:But what a chan11e must come over the carnal man to make him holy! 
Through what ;ashings he must pass! What can wash him white, 
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indeed, but that far-famed blood of the Son of God 1' Through what 
purification he must pass! What, indeed, can purify him at all but 
the refining energy of God the Holy Ghost 1 He alone can make us 
what God would have us to be, renewed in His image in holiness and 
righteousness. 

That a great change must be wrought iu us, even ungodly men will 
confess, since the idea of the heaven of the Scriptures has always been 
repulsive, never agreeable, to unconverted men and women. When 
Mahomet would charm the world into the belief that he was the prophet 
of God, the heaven he pictured was not at all the heaven of holiness 
and spirituality. IIis was a heaven of unbridled sensualism, where all the 
passions were to be enjoyed without let or hindrance for endless years. 
St1ch the heaven that sinful men would like; therefore such the heaven 
that Mahomet painted for them, and promised to them. Men in general, 
be they courtly or be they coarse in their habits, when they read of heaven 
in the Scriptures with any understanding of what they read, curl their 
lips, and ask contemptuously, Who wants to be everlastingly psalm-sing
ing? Who could wish to be alwa.ys sitting down with these saints talking 
about the mighty acts of the Lord and the glorious majesty of His kingdom 1 
Such people cannot go to heaven, it is clear; they have not character or 
capacity to enter into its enjoyment. I think Whitefield was right. Could 
a wicked man be admitted into heaven Irn wot1ld be wretched there; being 
unholy he must be unhappy: From sheer distaste for the society of heaven 
he might fly to hell for shelter. With the tumult of evil passions in his 
breast he could not brook the triumph of righteousness in the city of the 
blest. There is no heaven for him who has not been prepared for it by a 
work of grace in his soul. So necessary is this preparation--a preparation 
for ns, and a preparation in us. And if we ever have such a preparation, 
beyond all question we mu8t have it on tTu:s side of oui· death. It can only 
be obtained in this world. The moment one breathes his last it is all 
fixed and settled. As the tree falleth so it must lie. While.the nature is 
soft and supple it is susceptible of impression, stamp what seal you may 
upon _it; once let it grow cold and hard, fixe:i and frigid, you can do so no 
more, it is proof against any change. While the iron is flowing into the 
mould you can fashion it into what implement you please; let it grow cold, 
in vain you strive to alter its form. With pen of liquid ink in your hand 
you write what you will on the paper, but the ink dries, the impres~ 
remains, and where is the treachery that shall tamper with it. Such is 
this life of yours. It is over, all over with you for eternity, beyond altera
tion or emendation, when the breath has gone from the body._ Your ever
fasting state is fixed then. 

" There arc no acts of pardon passed 
In the cold grave to which we haste; 
Bnt darkness, death, and long despair 
Reign in eternal silence there." 

'.Ye have no intimation in the Word of God that any soul dying in 
nnhelief will afterwards be converted to the faith. Nor have we the 
slightest reason to believe that our prayers in this world c~n at all affect 
thooe who have departed this life, The masses of priest3 are fictions, 
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without the shadow of Divine authority. Purgatory, or" Pick-purse," as 
old Latimer used to call it, is an invention for making fat larders for priests 
and monks, but the Scriptures of truth give it no countenance. The Word 
of God says, "He that is holy, let him be holy still; he that is filthy, 
let him be filthy still." Such as you are when death comes to you, 
such will judgment find you, and such will the eternal reward or the 
eternal punishment leave you, world without end. Preparation is needed, 
and the preparation must be found before we die. 

Moreover, we ought to know-for it is possible for a man to know 
whether.he is thoroughly prepared. Some have said not, but they have 
usually been persons very little acquainted with the matter. The writings 
of those grand old divines of the Puritan period abundantly prove how 
thoroughly they enjoyed the assurance of fa\th. They did not hesitate to 
express themselves in such language as the Apostle used: We know that 
if this earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved, we have a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." They were wont to speak 
as Job dotL. when he saith: "I know that my Redeemer liveth." And, 
indeed, many of the children of God among us at this present time are 
favoured with a confident, unstaggering confidence that, let their last hour 
come when it may, or let the Lord Himself descend from heaven with 
a shout, there will be nothing but joy and peace for them-no cause of 
trembling, nothing that can give them dismay. Why, some of us live 
from year to year in constant assurance of our preparation for the bliss 
that awaiteth and the rest that remaineth for God's people. Beloved,God 
has not so left us in such a dnbions case that we always need to be inquir
ing, "Am I His, or am I not 1" He has given us good substantial grounds 
to go upon to make sure work of it. He tells us that " He that believeth 
and is baptised shall be saved;" if we have been obedient to these two 
commands we shall be saved, for our God keepeth His word. He tells us 
that such believers, patiently continuing in well-doing, inherit eternal life. 
If we are kept by His grace, walking in His fear, we may rest assured that 
we shall come to the ultimate end of such a life, namely, the glory which 
abideth for the faithful. We need not harbour endless questionings. 
What miserable work it is to stand in any doubt on this matter. Let us 
not be satisfied till we are sure and confident that heaven will be ours" 
.Alas ! how many put off all thoughts of being prepared to die l They are 
prepared for almost anything except the one tqing for which it is mo~t 
needful to be ready. If the summons shoultl come to some of you at this 
moment, how dread it would be! Were we to see an angel hovering in 
the air, and should we have intelligence by a message from the clouds that 
some one of us must, on a sudden, leave his body behind him and appear 
before God, what cowering down, what trembling, what muttering of 
forgotten prayers there would be with some of yon ! You are not ready. 
You never will be ready, I fear. The carelessness in which you have 
lived so long has become habitu:i.l. One would think you had resolved to 
die in your sins. Have you never heard the story of Archams, the 
Grecian despot, who was going to a feast, and on the way a messenger 
brought him a letter, and seriously importuned him to read it. It con
tained tidings of a conspiracy that had been formed against him, that he 
should be killed at the feast. He took the letter, and put it into ·his 
pocket. In vain the mesS' n:;er urged that it w,1s concerning seriouz. 
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matters. "Serious matters to-morrow," said Archreus, "feasting to-nigl1t." 
That night the dagger reached his heri.rt while he had about him the 
warning which, had he heeded it, would have averted the peril. Alas l 
too many men say, "Serious things to-morrow!" They have no mis
giving that when their sport is over they will have alike the leisure and 
the leanings for these weighty matters. Were it not wiser, sirs, to let 
these grave affairs come first J Might ye not, then, find some better sport 
of nobler character than all the froth and frivolity to which fashion leads 
on 1 a holy merriment and a sacred feasting that well become immortal 
spirits 1 Row vain and grovelling the mirth which reduces men to 
children, pleased with a rattle, tickled with a straw; then brings them 
down to drivelling fools, and degrades them often till they become worse 
than brutes. I wish I could iruprint a solemn thought on the mind of 
some careless individuals. Reck ye not that time is short, that life 
is precarious, that opportunities cross your path at lightning speed, that 
hope flatters those on whom the fangs of death are fixed; that there 
is no vestibule in which to fit your frame of mind ; that the shock will· 
always come sudden at last. What sentence more trite; what sentiment 
more prevalent ; yet what solemnity more neglected than this: "Prepare 
to meet your God." Propound it, profess it, preach it as we may, the 
most of men are unprepared. They know the inevitable plight, they see 
the necessity of preparation, but they postpone and procrastinate instead 
of preparing. God grant you may not trifle, any of you, until your 
trembling souls are launched into that sphere unknown but not unfeared, 
and read your doom in hell. 

II. Now, as to THE AUTHOR OF TIHS PREPARATION FOR DEATH, the text 
saitb, "He that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God." n is 
God alone, then, who makes men fit for heaven. He works them to the 
selfsame purpose. Who made Adam fit for Paradise but God 1 And 
who must make us fit for the better Paradise above but God 1 That we 
cannot do it ourselves is evident. According to the Scriptures we are 
dead in trespasses and sins. Can the dead start from the grave of their 
own accord 1 Do ye think to see coffins opened and grave-stones uplifted 
by the natural energy of corpses ? Such things were never dreamed of. 
The dead shall surely rise, bnt they shall rise because God raises them. 
They cannot vitalise their inert frames, neither can the dead in sin quicken 
themselves and make themselves fit for the presence of God. Conversion, 
which prepares us for heaven, is a new creation. That word "creation" 
puts all the counsel, the conceit, and the contrivance of man into the back
ground. If any one saith that he can make a new heart, let him first go 
and make a fly. Not until he has created such a winged insect let him 
presume to tell us that be can make a man a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. And yet to make a fly would not d6monstrate that a fly could 
make itself; and it would offer but a feeble pretext for that wonderfu_ 
creation which is supposed in a man's making himself a new heart. The 
original creation was the work of God, and the new creation must likewise 
be of God. To take a.way a heart of stone and give a heart of flesh is 
a miracle. Man cannot do it ; if he attempts it, it shall be to his own 
shame and confusion. The Lord must make us anew. Have not we who 
know something of the Lord's working in us this selfsawe thing, been 
made to feel that it is all of His grace 1 What first made us th_ink about 
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eternal things 1 Did we, the stray sheep, come back to the foli.l of our 
own accord 1 No ; far from it : 

"Jesus sought me whon a stranger 
Wandering from the fold of God;" 

And ever since we have been living men in Christ Jesus. To whom must 
we ascribe our preservation and our progress 1 Must we not attribute 
every victory over sin and every advance in the spiritual life to the 
operation of God, and nothing at ail to ourselves 1 A poor simpleton 
once said, "'Twas God and I did the work." "Well, but Charlie, what 
part did you take in it 1" "Sure, then," said he, " I did all I could to 
stop the Lord, and He beat me." I suppose, did we tell the simple truth, 
we should say much the same. In the matter of our salvation we do 
all we can to oppose it-our old nature does-and He overcomes our evil 
propensities. From first to last Jesus Christ has to be the Author and 
the Finisher of our salvation, or it never would have been begun and it 
never would have been completed. 

Think, beloved, of what fitness for heaven is. To be fit for heaven 
a man must be perfect. Go, you who think you can prepare yourselves, 
be perfect for a day. The vanity of your own mind, the provocation of 
this treacherous world, and the subtle temptation of the devil would make 
short work of your empty pretensions. You would be blown a bout like 
chaff. Creature perfection, indeed ! Was ever anything so absurd ? Men 
have boasted of attaining it,, but their very boastings have proved that 
they possessed it not. He that gets neH-rest to perfection is the very man 
who sighs and cries over the abiding infirmities of his flesh. No, if per
fection is to be reached-and it must be, or we shall not be fit for heaven 
-by the operation of God it must be wrought. Man's work is never 
perfect; it is always marred on the wheel. His best machinery may still 
be improved upon; his finest productions of art might still be excelled. 
God alone is perfect, and He a.lone is the Perfecter. Blessed be God, we 
can heartily subscribe to this truth, "He that hath wrought us for the 
selfsame thing is God." 

But what shall I say to those Qf you, my friends, who have no acquaint
ance with God 1 You certainly cannot be fitted for heaven. Your cause 
is not committed to Him. He is doing nothing for you. He has not 
begun the good work in you. You live in this world as if there were no 
God. The thought, the stupendous thought of His" Being" does not affect 
you. You would not act any differently if there were twenty Gods, or if 
there were no God. You utterly ignore His claims on your allegiance, 
and your responsibility to His law. Virtually in thought and deed you 
are without God in the world. Poor forlorn creature, thou hast forgotten 
thy Creator. Poor wandering soul, thou hast fallen out of gear with the 
universe; thou hast become alienated from the great Father who is in 
heaven. I tremble at the thought. To be on the wide sea without rudder 
or compass ; to be lost in the wilderness, where there is no way ! Cheer
less as thy condition is, remember this ; Though thou seest not God, God 
sees thee. God sees thee now ; He hears thee now. If thou breathe but 
a desire towards Him, that desire shall be accepted and fulfilled. He will 
yet begin to work in thee that gracious preparation which shall make 
thee meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
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III. And now, thirdly-let THE SEAL OF THIS PREPARATION be briefly 
but attentively considered.· 

The Apostle says-" He that bath wrought us for the se.lf~a1;11e thing is 
God, who also bath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.' Masters 
frequently pay during the week a part of the wages which will be due 
on Saturday night. God givtis His Holy Spirit, as it were, to be a part 
of the reward which He intends to give to His people, when, like hire
lings, they have falfilled their day. Our country friends just before 
harvest go out into the fields, and they pick half a dozen ears that are 
ripe, braid the ends, and hang them up over the mantleshelf as a kind of 
earnest of the harvest. So Uod gives us His HJly Spirit to be in our 
hearts as an earnest of heaven; and as the ears of wheat are of the same 
quality and character as the harvest, so the gift of the Holy Spirit is the 
antepast of heaven. When you have Him you have a plain indication 
to your soul of what heaven will be. You have a part of heaven-" a 
young heaven," as Dr. Watts somewhere calls it within you. 

Ask yourself, then, dear hearer, this question-" Have I received the 
earnest of the Spirit 'I If so, you have the preparation ·for heaven; if 
not, you are still a stranger to Divine things, and you have no reason to 
believe that the heaven of the saints will be your heritage. Come, now, 
have you received the Holy Spirit 1 Do you reply," How may I know?" 
Wherever the Holy Spirit is He works certain graces in the soul-repent
ance, to wit. Hast thou ever repented of sin 1 I mean, dost thou hate 
it 1 Dost thou shun it ? Dost thou grieve to think thou shouldst once 
have loved it ? Is thy mind altogether changed with regard to sin, so 
that what once seemed pleasure now is pain, and all the sweetness of sin 
fa poison. to thy taste 1 Where the Holy Spirit is, repentance is followed 
by the whole train of graces, all in a measure, not any in perfection, for 
there is always room to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. Such is patience, which submits to the Lord's will; such, too, 
the gracious disposition of forgiveness, which enables us to bear injuries 
and to forgive those that vex us ; such, likewise, that holy coura.ge which 
is not ashamed to own our Lord or to defend His cause. In fact, where 
the Holy Ghost is bestowed, all the graces of the Spirit will be communi
cated in some degree. Though they will all need to grow, yet there will 
be the seeds of them all. Where the Holy Spirit is there will be the joy. 
No delight can be more animating or more elevating than that which 
springs from the indwelling of God in the soul. Think of God coming to 
abide in this poor bosom! Why, were a cross of diamonds or pearls 
glittering on your breast some might en.vy you the possession of such a 
treasure; but to have God within your brt'ast is infinitely better. God 
dwelleth in us, and we in Him. Oh,. sacred mystery ! Oh, bir.th of joy 
unspeakable! Oh, well of bliss Divine -that maketh earth like heaven! 
Hast thou ever had this joy-the joy of knowing that thou art pardoned ; 
the joy of being snre that thou art a child of God; the joy of being 
certain that all things work together for thy good ; the joy of expectini 
that ere long, and the sooner the better, thou shalt be for ever beyond 
gunshot of fear, and care, and pain, and want 1· Where the Spirit of 
God is there is more or less of this joy) which is the earnest of heaven. 

This gift, moreover, will be conspicuously evidenced by a living faith in 
he Lord Jesus Christ, The Holy Ghost is not in you if you rely on any-
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thing but Jesus; but if as a poor gnilty sinner you have come to Him 
partaken of His gracious pardon, kissed His blessed feet, and are noV: 
depending upon Him alone, you have received the Holy Ghost, and you 
have got the antcpast of heaven, 

Brethren and sistf'rs, it is intensely desirable that we should seek more 
to be consciously filled with the Holy Spirit. 1Ve get easily contented 
with a little spiritual blessedness. Let us gro1v more covetous ot the 
best gifts. Let us crave to be endned with the Holy Spirit, and to be 
baptised in· the Holy Ghost and in fire. The more we get of Him the 
more ·assurance we shall have of heaven for our peace, the more foretastes 
of heaven for our happiness, and the more preparation for heaven in lively 
hope. 

Thus have I shown you the need of preparation, the Author of pre
paration, and the great seal which proves the verity of that preparation. 
If your honest conscience aliows your humble claim to have received this 
sacred token of salvation, how happy you should be. Do not be afraid to 
be happy: Some Christians seem to court the gloom of despondency as if 
they dared not bask in the sunshine of heaven. I have sometimes heard 
peop~e say .that they have not enjoyed tliemsel1:es. No, dear ~riends ; pity, 
metlnnks, 1f any of us ever should. It would be a poor kmd of enjoy
ment if we merely enjoyed ourselves. But, oh! it is delightful when you 
can enjoy your God, and when you can enjoy the mercies that are in 
Hi~ and the promises that are in Him, and the blessings which throuo-h 
Him come to you. When you gather round the table of the Lord's lo;e 
do not be afraid to partake of the feast. There is not,hing put there to 
be looked at. There is no confectionery spread out for show. If vou 
dare conclude that you are living in Christ and living on Christ, do not be 
afraid to sing as you go home-

" Now I can read my title clear 
To mansions in the skies, 

I bid farewell to e,ery fear, 
And wipe my weeping eyes." 

It will be a blessing to your family for you to be happy. Yon may find 
that something has gone wrong while you have been away. Go home as 
happy as you can be, and y0u will be better able to bear the cares and 
vexations that must and will befall you. Keep your spirit well worked 
up to the fear of the Lord, and the enjoyment of His presence. Then, if 
some little cross matter should come to disquiet you, you can say, "Who 
am I that I should be vexed and chafed, or lose my temper, or be cast 

. down about such a matter as this ? This is not my sphere of well-being; 
this is not my heaven; this is not my God." 

"If Thou shouldst take them all away, 
Yet should I not repine ;-

Before they were possess'cl by me 
They were entirdy Thine. 

"Nor would I speak a murmuring word 
Though the whole world were gone, 

But seek enduring happiness 
In Thee and Thee alone." 
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But, oh ! suppose you feel persuaded and honestly admit that you are 
not prepared to die, not made meet for heaven. Do not utterly despair, 
but be grateful that you live where the Gospel is preached. " Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Be much in 
hearing the Word, and be much in earnest prayer that the hearing may 
be blessed to your soul. Above all, give diligence to that Divine com
mand which bids thee trust in Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. Eternal 
life lies in the nutshell of that one sentence-" Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved." All that is asked of you-and even 
that grace gives you-is simply to trust in Him who as Son of God died 
for the sins of men. God give you that faith, and then may you rb.eet 
death with joy, or look forward to the coming of the Lord with peace, 
whichever may be your lot. 

QEssans ano J~m on :;tcligians .S.ubjtcts. 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

MISS HOPE'S BIBLE-CLASS. 

PART II. 

WIIEN, a month after the preceding 
conversation had taken place be
tween Mr. Sampson and his minis
ter, Miss Hope quietly entered the 
school and took her seat in the senior 
boys' Bible-class, it was clearly made 
manifest to all parties interested in 
the matter that the bewildered 
superintendent had got over his 
chief diflfonlty by making a success
ful capture of the coveted lady 
teacher. 

In appearance the new teacher 
was not much to look at. Small in 
8tature, rather pale and delicate, 
and dressed in half-mourning, most 
persons, if they had glanced at her 
at all, would have concluded that 
she belonged to the common order. 
A close observer, however, would 
soon have discovered traits of bear
ing and character calculated to lead 
him to draw a different conclusion. 

Though neither showy, on the one 
hand, or prim on the other, every
thing she wore indicated good taste 
and a love of neatness ; and there 
was an air of refinement in her 
speech and manner sufficient to prove 
that she bad been brought np in 
good middle class society. Beneath 
a square forehead beamed a pair of 
fine brown eyes which at auy time 
were prepared to look with love and 
sympathy on the distressed and the 
afllicted ; to give merry twinkles at 
a little fun and roguery ; or to glance 
with firmness and indignation on 
wickedness and wrong. The rest of 
her features were iu perfect har
mony with the upper portion. No 
one would say she :wa3 positively 
handsome, or yet, on the other hand, 
deem her plain. As she sat think
ing, with her head slightly droop!'!d 
and her eyes fixed on the ground, 
she might have been mistaken for 
a rather melancholy and studious 
young lady; but once roused out of 
this sombre or reflective state, and 
called upon to speak or act, the 
change would be marvellous. If 
interested in her work, the face 
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would appear to be irradia.ted with 
sunshine ; the large, bright eyes 
would flash with pleasure ; the fil·m 
set mouth would partly open, and 
display a row of fine teeth that were 
often the admiration of the beholder; 
and, with a ready but quiet utter
ance, she would give vent to her 
thoughts and feelings in language 
so chaste and pointed that she was 
. almost certain to command the atten
tion of any who were privileged to 
hold conversation with her. On the 
.prtisent occasion,· as she took her 
seat in the class and bowed her head 
. in silent prayer, the lads looked at 
her with mingled feelings of interest 
and curiosity, each one thinking, no 
-doubt, that it was a very strange 
thing indeed for them to have a 
young lady like this for their 
teacher. 

The opening exercises concluded, 
Miss Hope moved with her class 
out of the large room, and, as custo
mary, took possession of the class
room. They were hardly seated and 
the Bibles handed round before she 
-spoke. In a low, soft, musical voice 
she expressed to them her regret 
that they had lost the services of so 
good a teacher as ].\fr. Proctor ; she 
,told them how, at the earnest desire 
-0£ their good minister and their 
worthy superintendent, she had 
been induced to supply his place; 
she added that although she had 
.taken occasionally a class of girls 
before, she had never taken a class 
-of boys, and that nothing would 
have indaced her to take the present 
one but the pressure that had beeu 
brought to bear upon her, the strong 
.arguments that had been used, and 
the hope she entertained in her 
humble way of doing them all spiri
tual good and being the means of 
leadia{I' them to the Saviour. She 
trusted that they would listen to 

Ji.er, and obey her; and if they 
would try to do that, she would 

promise them that out of the love 
she had for them she would do all 
she could to instruct them and make 
them happy. She, however, be
lieved that no good could be done 
without prayer, and as she intended 
always to begin with it she would 
ask them to kneel down with her 
while •she sought for help at the 
throne of grace . 

Five knelt down ; two retained 
their seats, and merely covered their 
faces with their hands; one sat, and 
paid not the slightest heed to the 
request . 

'faking no notice of the refractory 
ones, Miss Hope knelt before them 
all, and offered a short prayer. She 
asked for a blessing to rest upon 
the new arrangement, upon every 
scholar, upon their parents and 
homes, upon the whole school, and 
upon every lesson. The prayer 
over, the lesson - appointed by 
the International Sunday - school 
Union was found, several of the 
scholars repeated the" golden text," 
and the morning's lesson was got 
through with a degree of comfort 
and pleasure both to teacher and 
scholars. So far the experiment 
had proved a success. 

Had space permitted, it would 
have given us much gratification to 
have traced Miss Hope's progress 
with each scholar and with the class 
collectively month by month and 
year by year. As this is imprac
ticable, we will, as the next best 
thing,giveasummaryofhermethods 
in dealing with the class as a whole 
and with each scholar individually. 

It was not long before the new 
teacher became acquainted not only 
with the names of her boys, but also 
with their various dispositions. Two 
or three Lord's-days' teaching suf
ficed to overcome the restraint under 
which they had for that short period 
been placed through the novelty of 
the new dispensation. Then most 
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of the boys gradually developed 
themselves; and as some of these 
developments were by no means of 
a gratifying character, Miss Hope 
was led continually to feel that in 
consenting to teach such a class she 
had undertaken a task wbfoh would 
not only try her powers and patience 
to the utmost, but would also lead 
her very often to the Lord to seek 
the wisdom that cometh alone from 
above. 

To aid her in her work she wrote 
each lad's name in what she called 
her own private class-book. In that 
book was recorded each boy's ad
dress, his age, the character of his 
parents, and any item of information 
that she thought would be useful 
to treasure up. And very useful 
indeed did this class-book prove to 
her and to them. It became, in the 
end, a series of small biographies, 
which, on frequent perusal, often 
furnished matter for deep and pro
fitable reflection, and also for pri
vate prayer. 

She soon found out that although 
in dealing with the class it was very 
desirable that no partiality should 
be shown, yet it was impossible to 
love them all alike. Sometimes for 
a week or two she would feel as if a 
burden was laid upon her to pray 
specially for one or two, aud that 
burden she could not get rid of. 
except by taking it to the Lord. 
If on any particular occasion a boy 
proved more obstreperous and ob
stinate than usual she strove to 
avoid " carrying accounts over " 
from one Sunday to another, but 
tried to start each time with a 
smiling face, as if nothing had oc
curred to put her about ou the 
previous Lord's-day. As oppor
tunity allowed, she visited them in 
their homes, and, as far as possible, 
sought to obtain the co-operation 
of their parents in ensuring a punc
tual attendance, and aiding her in 

the maintenance of necessary dis
cipline. If they were absent through 
sickness she invariably showed 
them sympathy and kindness, not 
only by calling to see them, bllt by 
taking "them little trifles suited for 
invalids, and ·this rarely failed to 
promote a good influence over them, 
at least for a time. Every month 
she procured them magazines which 
they ordered and paid for; lent 
them the Missiona,-y ffews; and 
occasionally, when she met with an 
interesting book likely to profit 
them, she lent it round for a week 
or fortnight to each in turn. For· 
good conduct and regular attend
ance she gave them "marks," and 
took personally a brief written report 
quarterly to each boy's parents, 
giving the total number of marks 
he had fairly earned and spedfying 
the particular cause for which they 
had been bestowed. She sought, 
with the helps at her command, to 
study the leswns thoroughly and 
to pick up illustrations tending to 
throw light on each lesson, back up 
her appeals, and keep up the in
terest throughout. Varying the mode 
of teaching as occasion demanded, 
she specially sought by question and 
answer to induce them to take part 
in every lesson, and thus make them 
the medium, to a certain extent, of 
instructiug themselves. Finding it 
profitable to make personal appeals, 
she made it a rule to write to each 
boy on his birthday a kind, Chris
tian letter, in which counsel would 
be given adapted to his case; and 
whenever she thought it necessary, 
either in school time or at the dose 
of the school, she quietly and lov
ingly dropped" the word in season." 
By these and similar methods she 
ultimately obtained not only control 
over her class, but also a certain 
amount of success, as the following 
"notes" taken from her private 
class-book will show: 
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"No. 1.-0liver Bolton. Age 
fourteen. Mother dead. Father 
giv~n to drink, and the house kept 
bv an aunt. Oliver has two sisters. 
The house and children greatly 
neglected, the aunt being a gossip 
.and fond of idling away her time on 
the doorstep. This poor lad not 
exactly imbecile but excessively 
simple, .and therefore the frequent 
subject of the sharper boys' tricks. 
Rather irregular in attendance, but 
very attentive and well-behaved 
when let alone. Reads, but rarely 
answers a question. Flies to me 
when in trouble, and tells his sor
rowful tales to get sympathy." 
(Final Note.) "Suddenly removed 
from the town, and cannot get to 
hear what has become of the family. 
Hope, poor fellow, he is being 
treated well, but am rather afraid." 

"No. 2.-James Brown. Age 
:fifteen. Both his parents united to 
the Church, and respectable mem
bers of the working-classes. His 
mother a real good woman, whose 
example and counsels evidently in
fluence him much for good. Quiet 
and reserved; al ways ready to repeat 
his golden text; has rarely to be 
spoken to when in the school, and 
only answers questions occasionally; 
but when he does, says something to 
the point. Never answers my letters, 
but am told by his mother that he 
prizes them very much and keeps 
them safely in his box. It is hard 
to get to· know what is passing 
in his mind, but have good reasons 
to hope that he will soon become 
a candidate for Church fellowship. 
Re asked me a question or two 
about it the other day. 'Slow, but 
sure,' is evidently James's motto. 
But good though he may be, he is 
never destined to ' set the Thames 
on fire.' He wants a little more 
energy." 

"No. 3.-Charles Pratt. Age 
fourteen. Both parents pious. 

Charles, however, a very thought
less lad, and on that account cawes 
his parents much anxiety and 
trouble. He never intend1:1 to do 
harm, but is constantly doing it. 
Drops his Bible on the floor. Up
sets the forms. Loses his verse 
when it comes to his turn to read. 
Gives ridiculous answers to serious 
questions. Seems to know about as 
much at the end of the lesson as he 
did at the beginning. Has some
times to be spoken to by the euper
intendent during the opening exer
cises. Never seems to be impressed 
either by kindneEs or severity. 
Laughs when he should cry, and 
seems to have little or no sense of 
shame. Constantly promises to turn 
over a new leaf, bnt never tries to 
fulfil the promise. What will be
come of this poor thoughtless lad it 
is impossible to tell. All that can 
be said is that he is not beyond the 
reach of God's grace. Must still 
keep praying for him." 

(To be concluded in our next.) 

A GOOD RESOLUTION. 

BY REV. J. CLARK. 

" Onr feet shall stand within thy gates, 
0 Jerusalem."-Psal:u cxxii. 2. 

WHAT Jerusalem was to the Jew 
of old, the house of God is to ~he 
believer now. He can say, with 
David, "Lord, I have loved the 
habitation of Thy house, and the 
placewhere Thine honourdwelleth." 
His affection is set on the holy place. 
There the Lord has commanded the 
blessing, even life for evermore. 
Amidst the cares and toils of the 
week he looks forward to the day of 
rest, for then he can turn his steps 
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towards the favoured spot and join 
with the saints in saying, "Our feet 
shall stand within thy gates, 0 J e
rmalem." Let us consider this fer
vent attachment to the house of God 
-this holy resolution respecting 
it-in reference to personal piety, 
spiritual benefits, and relative in
fluence. 

FIRST, THEN, IN REFERENCE TO 
PERSONAL PIETY. 

It betokens a spiritual nature. 
The unregenerate have no relish 
for Divine things. With some, 
doubtless, there may be a degree of 
satisfaction in attending the means 
of grace, but even this feeling is 
variable and transient. No per
manent practical good is produced 
thereby. Hence it is very evident 
that where there is inward peace, 
real enjoyment, and spiritual good 
arfaiag from an attendance upon 
the things of God, there must be 
a change of heart. The magnet 
attracts towards itself only those 
things which have a natural affinity. 
So spiritual things can only be at
tractive to spiritual persons. Thus 
we are led to conclude that where 
there abides a· deep; strong, and 
ardent attachment to the house of 
God, the Holy Spirit has wrought 
a change. "Old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new." We may test our piety by 
our love to Zion. 

It manifests an obedient spirit. 
God bids us draw nigh to him. 
We are not to " forsake the as
sembling of ourselves together, a\ 
the manner of some is." "God is 
in His holy temple." He calls us 
to His house. We gladly enter. 
We delight to do His will. We 
love to engage in His service. Some 
are dis.ibedient, and keep away. 
To such the place is uninviting and 
the service dull. Not so with those 
who possess a new nature and an 
obedient spirit. They can say, with 

the royal Psalmist, " I had rather 
be a door-keeper in the house of my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness." .As the door-keeper 
is the first to enter the sanctuary 
and the last to leave, so the chil
dren of the heavenly King love to 
be as much as possible in their 
Father's presence. 

It indicates a grateful heai't. .All 
our mercies come from God; to 
Him, therefore, should suitable ac
knowledgments be made. "Ente1 
into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and into His courts wiLh praise : be 
thankful unto Him, and bless His 
name." How much we owe our 
Lord ! His mercies are new every 
morning. He supplies our wants, 
gives us all things richly to enjoy, 
keeps us from dangers seen and un
seen, and gives us strength accord
ing to our day. Surely, then, if we 
cannot repay the debt we are bound 
to acknowledge it. Making the
language of the ancient bard our
own, we say, "I will offer to Thee 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
will call upon the name of the Lord► 
I will pay my vows unto the Lord 
now, in the presence of all His 
people, in the courts of the Lord's 
houae, in the midst of thee, 0 Jeru
salem. Praise ye the Lord." But 
cousider the text, 

SECOXDLY, IN REFEREXCE TO SPI
RITUAL BENEJ<'ITS. There is, un-
doubtedly, much spiritual good 
arising from a devout attend.ance 
upon the means of grace. 

We unite in supplication. Private 
prayer must by no means be neg
lected. " In the closet," says an 
old divine, "the battle is lost or 
won." Social prayer must be regu
larly attended to. But neither of 
these should lead us to undervalue 
the public means. We are needy 
creatures. We have various and 
almost innumerable wants. God 
alone can give us all we need. T1> 



ESSAYS AND PJ.PllRS ON RJ:LIGIOIJS SUBJBOTS. 

Him, therefore, must we come. He 
has promised to hear us, for the 
sake of Jesus. The prayers offered 
to God in private fi'ud acceptance; 
and surely the prayers of His people 
in public will not be in vain. Truly 
it is a privilege to enter God's house 
and unite in public prayer. 

"While ·here our ,arious wants we 
mourn, 

United prayer ascends on high: 
And prayer brings down a quick 

retnrn 
Of blessings in Yarfoty." 

We promote devotion. This we 
greatly need. We get no help from 
the outer world. There we encoun
ter enemies, and meet with oppo
sition. Oftentimes, exposed to earth's 
rough winds, we :find it hard to keep 
the spark of piety alive. We are in 
danger of being carried away by the 
temptations and allurements which 
continually surround us. The trial~, 
cares, and duties of life, also, ha,,e 
a powerful influence over us for evil. 
Our zeal abates, our love grows cold, 
our efforts slacken, and our graces 
die. 'Oh, what a blessing is public 
worship ! Our piety would sadly 
decline without it. Sweet as liberty 
to the captive, refreshing as water 
to the thirsty, strengthening as 
bread to the hungry, are the ap
pointed means of gl'ace in the house 
of God. What seasons of refreshing 
are there enjoyed ! What soul
revivings are there experienced! 
To have our lips touched with a 
live coal from off the altar; to have 
our love inflamed, - ouv graces 
quickened,-and our strength re
newed, "Our feet shall stand within 
thy gates, 0 Jerus'alem." 

We obtain instruction. The wise 
are never wise enough. A friend, 
observing Plato's studious habits, 
even in extreme old age, inquired 
how long he intended to be a scholar. 
"As long," said he, " as I have 

need to grow wiser and better." So 
is it with the Christian. The exalted 
Saviour has given His Church pas
tors and teachers to proclaim His 
will and explain His word. A dili
gent attendance upon the prea.chin<7 
of the Gospel is helpful to ou; 
knowledge as well as to our faith. 
Listening attentively and prayer
fully Sabbath after Sabbath, we 
cannot fail to increase in wisdom .. 
Our manifest duty is to grow in 
knowledge as well as in grace. We 
want to know more of God our 
Father, of Chri6t onr Saviour, of 
the Holy Spirit our Comforter, and 
of heaven onr final and everlastin"' 
home. We want to know mor; 
about ourselves, our duties, onr 
privileges, and obligations. We 
want to know more of the Bible, 
its doctrines, its precepts, and pro
mises. For this purpose there are 
means within our reach. The house 
of God is open. "Our feet shall 
stand within thy gates, 0 Jt:ru
salem." 

We enjoy commimion. Not only 
with the saints, but with the Lord 
Himself. It is good to have fellow
ship with them: it is better to have 
fellowship with Him. O, to get 
nearer Christ! A lowly Christian,. 
some time since, began to speak to. 
a friend about J esua. "O," said 
he, " I am unworthy to lie at His 
feet, yet I want to leau on His 
breast." ,Just so ; this is what we 
really want. Blessed, hallowed 
place! We want to come and draw 
near to God. "Truly our fellow
ship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ." How true 
are the Saviour's words, "Where 
two or three are gathered together 
in My name, there am I in the 
midst of them." 

" ~1y soul, how lovely is the place 
To which thy God resorts; 

'Tis heaven to see His smiling face, 
Though in His earthly courts." 
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Here we obtain grace to help us 
on our way. Here we get glimpses 
of the Celestial City, and, gladdened 
by the sight, we go on our way re
joicing. Consider the text, 

TRlRDLY, AS IT REGARDS OUR IN
FLUENCE, Our attendance at public 
worship has an influence on others. 

It has an influence over t1ie 
preac1iei·. "Nothing," says William 
Jay, "can be more painful to the 
feelings of a mimster, when he comes 
to water his flock, than to find many 
of them not at the well." This 
witness is true. The preacher is 
but human. He needs encourage
ment. Your presence will cheer 
his heart. Your earnest attention 
will redouble his energy. Your 
grateful songs will raise his soul 
towards God and heaven. "I won
der why God prolongs my life," 
said an old lady to her minister, "I 
am of no use now." "Don't sav 
that," her pastor replied, "I find 
you every Sabbath in your pew, 
when it is possible for you to be 
there; and that helps me. You 
listen attentively, and sometimes I 
see a tear in your eye ; and that 
helps me. And I know you pray 
for me ; and that helps me greatly. 
Do not say you are of no use." 
How much better the pastor can 
preach when his people are all 
present, hungering for the bread 
of life. 

It has an influence over fdlow
Christians. It would be useless to 
denytbat they arcm:iteriallyaffected 
by the force of our example. .As 
the sun cannot shine without giving 
light, nor the fire burn without 
giving warmth, neither can we live 
a consistent Christian life without 
exerting a powerful influence for 
good over that part of the Church 
of Christ with which we stand con
nected. None of us liveth to him

cself. We are helpers of each other's 
joy, Where our brethren assemble 

to worship God, there we should be. 
Much of the enjoyment of the sanc
tuary depends upon the number of 
the attendants. When the congre
gation is thin and scattered the 
pleasure is less than when the place 
is comfortably filled. Brethren are 
cheered by our presence, and grieved 
by our absence. Trees thrive best 
together. Soldiers march best in 
company. And Churches flourish 
most wl,en members endeavour to 
be present at all the means of 
grace. The people of God are our 
best friends. Let us often be found 
amongst them. "He that hath 
friends must show himself friendly." 

It has an influence over the uncon
verted. The eyes of the world are 
upon the Christian. Let him not 
forget this. How can we eJCpect sin~ 
ners to be present in the sanctuary 
when saints are absent? If be
lievers neglect the means of grace, 
who can suppose that unbelievers 
will attend them ? If professors 
stay away, we neecl not be surprised 
if non-professors do not come. Often 
in these matters the force of our 
example is greater than we imagfne. 
A member of a certain Church went 
for many years a considerable dis
tance to his accustomed place of 
worship. He loved "the place 
where prayer was wont to be made." 
Very rarely, indeed, was he known 
to be absent, except through illness. 
On his way he passed a house where 
Jived a man who never entered the 
house of God. As he saw the good 
man pass his door Sabbath after 
Sabbath, year after year, he began 
to think, ",v ell, there's something 
in religion after all. What can it 
be?" He resolved to find out what 
it was. .Accordingly, one Sabbath 
he followed the man to his place of 
worship. He entered the chapel, 
listened to the Gospel, felt deep 
conviction of heart, and went home 
to weep and pray. He went again 
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and again, until he found joy aml I remain let us avail ourselves of 
peace iu believing and became a I every opportunity of meeting with 
professed and consistent follower of I God below. Let us make our call
Jesu~, tracing his conversion, instru-

1 
ing and election sure. And then, 

mentally, to this man's constant clothed in the Saviour's righteous
attendance at public worship. ness and washed in His precious 

Andnowtoclose. Timeisswiftly blood, we may calmly await the 
flying. Our Sabbaths are getting I summons to "Come up higher," 
fewer. Let us improve them well. , and serve Him without weariness 
They will soon be over. Sickness and sin, in the upper sanctuary,:thc 
may soon lay us low. Death may New Jerusalem above. 
soon cut us off. Life is very uncer-
tain. While health and strength _.-'\'ova Scotia. 

THE LITTLE FRENCH 
DRU~1Jl.1ER BOY; 

A TALE FOR THE YOU~G 
FOU::fDED 0:-l" FACT. 

IlY ]1. E. B. 

CHAPTER XI. 

HENRI CHAnor"s parents were poor 
people, but they possessed one at
tainment at this period very un
common amongst their class -the 
ability to read. 

The father was blind, and, when 
a young man, had suffered much 
for the cause of religion because he 
bad been discovered reading the 
Bible. In his youth he had Ieamed 
many psalms and a great part of 
the Holy Word of God by heart ; 
and now, though he was quite 
blind, he tried to follow his blessed 
Master's example of doing all the 
good in His power by teaching 
others the saving truths of the 
Gospel. 

The eldest son was the stay and 
support of his parents. 

It was a great grief to them when 
Henri had left his quiet village to 

join his regiment, and many were 
the prayers sent up to heaven for 
his safety amid the countless perils 
of wa1·, 

This young mau had been early 
taught the way of salvation, but 
without the influence of God's Holy 
Spirit all human teaching is worth
less. God alone can change the 
heart of man. 

Henri's health had become so 
impaired by the privations of this 
Russian campaign and the wounds 
he had received in battle, that his 
strength daily diminished, and 
Fraint seemed much in the same 
condition. 

Henri's father and mother had 
cast their bread upon the waters, 
and in humble faith had waited for 
the fulfilment of the promise
" And thou shalt find it after many 
days." 

God opened their soldier-son's 
heart to the gracious influence of 
the Bible, and led him to cry out, 
'' What shall I do to be saved 1 '' 
And the Lord spoke peace to his 
soul. He lingered for some weeks, 
and then his spirit took its flight to
a happier world. 
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After some weeks of patient 
suffering the little drummer sue

. eumbed to the effects of the num
berless privations he had under
gone, but his generous protectors 
had a good hope that through 
God's mercy his soul was safe with 
his Saviour, for they read the pre
cious promises of the Gospel to the 
weary boy, and their efforts had 
been blessed in leading him to that 
true Friend who alone could sup
port and shield him in the dark 
valley. 

Frolnt had found rest at last
Test where alone it is to be found, 
in Jesus. 

" Art thon weary ? Art thou languid ? 
Art thou sore distrest ? 

,, Como to Me,' saith One,·, and coming 
Be at rest.' 

"' If I ask Him to receive me, 
Will He say me nay? ' 

'Xot till earth and not till hea,en 
Pass away.' 

'" Finding, following, keeping, strug• 
gling, · 

Is He sure to bless?' 
' Angels, 1Iartyrs, Prophets, 

1\.n.swcr, Yes.'" 
Amen. 

This simple tale, founded on fact, 
gives a picture of the daily habits 
and trials of some of the lowest 
classes in France. It also shows 
the horrors of war, out of which 
God is able to bring good, for He 
maketh the wrath of man to praise 
Him. It likewise proves that the 
earnest reading of the Scriptures, 
accompanied with prayer for the 
help of the Holy Spirit, is effectual 
to salvation. 

i«ings ®rabt an~ Jltasant. 

HOW TO CLEAR A CHURCH. 

WHEN you take possession of the 
pulpit, be sure to remember the 
sacrifices you have!made, and com
pare the waters of Abana and Phar
par with the Jordan which flows at 
your feet. 

Ascertain who are the wealthiest 
,people in your congregation, and 
pay particular court to them, for 
"riches have wings," and you can
not. afford to lose any of these mag

,nates. 
Find out all the weak spots among 

your people, and be sure and drive 
your sharpest nails into their quiver
ing flesh. Pour on the mustard and 
vinegar without 'One drop of oil, 

JJ.nd if they can't stand it why they 
ca.n vacate the pews. Don't be sur-

prfoed if they leave after the first 
application of this caustic. 

Be very personal-there is nothing 
like locating your remarks ; it pre
vents the cap from getting on the 
wrong head. 

Refer frequently to the flourishing 
vineyard you left; it has the same 
effect as Mr. Thrasher's remarks to 
his second wife in regard to his 
"late lamented." They will feel 
like giving you a return ticket. 

Ventilate your own private opin
ions, and so impress upon your 
people that they will be obliged to 
think as you do, or else be classed 
among the idiots or insane. 

If you should hear, through any 
good friend, that some member of 
your congregation has spoken dis
paragingly of you, lampoon him 
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from the pulpit in a way that shall 
distress everybody. 

Be very patronising to the poor 
of the church. Their feelings are 
of no account ; and you cannot 
afford to d1·aw upon the treasury of 
heaven for those who give so little 
into your treasury. 

Besides, there are the crumbs. 
Keep your own sorrows, your 

own self-experiences promptly be
fore the people ; it will awaken 
sympathy for you, and p1·event 
their encroaching 011 the pastoral 
corn-field. Their own troubles will 
grow light by comparison, and you 
will be saved the worry of hearing 
all their complaints, and healing all 
their wounds. They ought not to 
expect too much from their pastor. 

Make very few calls, and should 
you meet any of your parishioners 
on the street, unless creme de la 
crime, be lost in thought, and ob
livious of their approach, or, if taken 
unawares, grant them merely a slight 
nod of recognition. 

Follow out these suggestions, add
ing to them such hints as you may 
gather from your own and other 
people's experience, and rest assured 
that the result will exceed even 
your most sanguine expectations.
New York Weekly. 

SOCIAL CONTAGION. 

THERE is such a thing as-social con
tagion. Other things than plagues 
and fevers are infectious. The soul 
has an atmosphere as well as the 
body. How greatly are we in
fluenced by the society in which we 
move. " A man is known by the 
company he keeps." The air, so to 
speak, of SOIIle people's words and 
conduct is bad. We suffer from it. 
When we get away from them we 
feel that we should have <lone well 
not to have gone near. Others act 
~ a stimulus to all that is noble 

and good. Our intercourse with 
them is palpably beneficial. Cha
racteristically writes Henry Ward 
Beecher: " Men should get over 
their faults. They say, 'My faults 
concern me alone.' No they do 
not. Suppose a man with an um
brella that had rips in it, in a piti
less storm should say, 'Oh, these 
holes ! ' and the umbrella should 
say, 'They concern me, and not 
you.' The man would say, 'Every 
drop of rain that comes through 
oil my head concerns me.' And 
men's faults concern everybody 
that is made unhappy by them. 
You may be the worst sufferers by 
reason of your faults, but they are 
a cause of suffering to everybody 
near you. Aud nobody is so much 
concerned by the cure of your faults 
as those who stand round about 
you and experience their ill effects." 
On this ground it is eminently de
sirable that our lives should be 
songs rather than sighs. If blessed, 
we shall bkss. An honest.smile on 
the face, a cheerful tone in the voice, 
a joyous gait in the footstep, a 
hearty grasp of the hand, will con
tribute to the well-being of our 
companions and friends. Joy gives 
birth to joy. 'I. R. STEVENSON. 

LETTER TO A YOUNG MINIS-
TER, BY THE LATE REV. 
JAMES SMITH, OF CHEL
TEN HA.M. 

"Feb. 19, 1859. 
"}.fy DEAR BRo.-How are you 

getting on ! Are you travailing in 
birth for souls 1 Ase you lifting 
up Christ in your ministry above 
sin, Satan, and self ! Are you 
warning, inviting, and exbortinr
with all hug-suffering and do~~ 
trines? Take heed what you preach 
-take heed how you preach-and 
take heed wl;y you preach. I read 
of the Apostles that ' they went 
into the synagogue, and so spake 
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that a great multitude both of the 
Jews and Greeks believed.' How 
did they speak 1 I would speak 
just like they did, if I could, when
ever I attempt to preach. Oh, to : 
win souls! Oh, to bring thousands 
to Christ ! Time is flying, souls am 
dying, death is corning : let us there
fore worlc, work, worlc ! Plenty of 
rest in the grave for the poor body, 
and plenty of rest in heaven for the 

A PLEA FOR THE XIGHT. 

ST. PIERRE Dl:l\LI.S. 

WIIY should we hate and fear the night: 
Does not the sun go down to rise 

Again, and flash a rosier light 
Along the ornrarching skios ? 

The stars above could nc"l'cr shine 
Upon the dwellers of our "arth

Their being -we could not divine, 
Did not tho darkness give them birth. 

In Jessons deep and true, the Book 
Rath taught us never moro to dread 

The night-tide! on those leaves -we look, 
And lo ! night's glories them are 

spread, 

Its veil was dra-wn when Jacob slept 
Upon the lonely desert plain, 

When down the mystic stairway stept 
From heaven's gates the angel train. 

And when beneath a shadow lay 
His hemisphere, that patriarch 

Withdrew alone to watch and pray, 
He won a vicbry in the dark. 

soul. Oh, to be filled with the Holy 
Ghost t Nothing is needed so much 
as the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit in the Church. Mrs. 
S-- is but poorly; she joins me 
in love to you and Mrs. W--. 
When you write to Liverpool, pre
sent our love to mother and sister. 
Pray for me, for I begin to get old. 
Grace, grace be with you.-Yours 
in Je,ns, "JAll!ES SMITH." 

SUXSET nIUSIKGS. 

'TwAs evening, an ovening so ca.1ru. 
and still, 

All nature seemed lulled to rest: 
I watche,i the sun, as it glorionR!y sank 

To its bed in the far off west. 
?I" o cloud to mar the beauteous scene; 
K ought to distm·b the calm serene. 

I thought of the Christian's pelacoful 
end, 

When the strife and the battle are 
done; 

And of those whose memories still are 
dear-

Who faded as calm as the setting sun; 
Bnt l know they shine in that city 

bright, 
Where Jesus is the Sun and Light. 

So I asked the Lord that I might be 
made 

A witness for Him whose name I 
love; 

That I might faithfully sorvo Him 
below, 

Then reign with Him in glory above. 
That when the end of mvlife shall come, 
It may be peaceful a'ii.d calm as the 

setting sun. 
Fareham. E. S. 
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Jtbitbls. 

The .Abominations nf a Convent Life. 
An Abridgment of the Trials and 
Persecutions of 1\fiss Edith 0. Gor
man, otherwise Sister Teresa De 
Chartal of St. ,Joseph's Convent, 
Hudson. (Elliot Stock, 62, Pater
noster-row.) 

Tms writer says, I am guided by truth, 
I do not mako a single statement that 
can be refuted. I give names, ,fates, 
and facts, challenging contradiction. 
The exposure of the fox-like plans of 
the Sisters, the wicked cunning of 
the Priests, and the enslaving corrupt
ing influence of the system, is com
plete, sad, and awful. 

-Vic to,·, the Little 017,lum; 01·, The Ne-
~essity of Sclf-lwlj,. By Lrzzrn 
CLOVER. (Elliot Stock.') 

WE have here a healthy talc, the object 
good, the interast of the reader secured 
without sensational means ; and we 
have no hesitation in recommending 
the book to our young people. 

1\fAGAZIXES, PAMPHLETS, &c. 
The Swo,-d and Trowel. The Baptist 

Magazine. The General Baptist. The 
Baptist Paper. The Ji'reeman. The 
Appeal. 

A v AL CADLE bundle oi Baptist litera
ture which will enrich its possessor. 
The Sword and Trowel, Baptist :Maga-

=ine, _and (!eneral Baptist Jlagazine, 
co~tarn quite an avemgo of good 
articles-the former has some useful 
interesting: HebrelV tales, and mor.. to 
follow. The Baptist and Freeman are 
of special interest in their copious and 
faithful reports of our Union l\Ieetings, 
and will be read with good results. 
Also the Correspomlcnce on the Pastors' 
Retreat command attention, though 
some oi the letters are of the bilious 
typo. A. 0. 0. has not proposed any
thing very wicked. Wo aro fain to 
believe there are some pastors living 
to whom tho Retreat would be a Beulah 
land, The letter from l\Ir. Spurgeon 
is a sensible one, There is need for all 
the Augmentation Fund can do. We 
are thankful for the fund, and also for 
the offer of A. 0. C. 
1.'he Teacher's Storehouse, and The Bi~-

lical Museum. (Elliot Stock.) 
THE Sunilay -school teacher will find 
these of great service. 
Tlw l3ritish Flag. (4, Trafolgar-squaro.) 

The only paper for soldiers. 
ALL who circulate this valuable peri
odical in the army are promoting the 
best welfare of the men and the country. 

Baptist Tract Society. 
WE have received the Quarterly Re
port, also a number of Specimen Nar
rative Tracts. These are well written. 
Paper and letter-press bright. We dis
like a dull tract either in matter or 
appearance. These are excellent. 

~tnominatfom1l ~nttlligtnct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV, FRED. A. CrrARLEs, of Notting
ham, has accepted an invHation to the 
pastorate of the Brookside Church, Dar
lington. 

Rev. G: Sear, late of Halstead, has 
accepted a call to labour at Hockley
heath, near Birmingham, 

Rev. George N'ecdham, of New Bas
ford, has accepted an invitation to the 
co-pastorate of the church at Barton 
l!'abis. 

Mr. R. L. M'Dougall has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Necton. 

Rov. E. Yemm, of Regent's-park 
College, has accepted the invitation of 
the church at Gildersome near Leeds, 
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to become assistant-pastor to the Rev. 
J. Haslam, Secretary of the Yorkshire 
Association of Baptist Churches. 

Edwin B. Shepherd, for the last four 
years associated with Rev. J. H. Mil
lard, B.A., Huntingdon, has accepted 
the very cordial invitation to the pas
torate of tho church at Newark. 

Mr. James Blaikie, of Mr. C. H. 
Spurgeon's College, has accepted the 
invitation of the church at Irvine to be 
their pastor. 

RECOG:'.)."'ITIO"NS. 
ON Monday, the 21,th of September, 
services were held in Sion Chapel, 
Armley, Leeds, in connection with the 
ordination and settlement of Rev. A. 
P. Fayers, late of Regent's-park Col
lege. Rev. Thos. Fayers, father of the 
new pastor, ga,e the charge in the 
afternoon. Before this, however, Dr. 
Jos. Angus, M.A., asked tho usual ques
tions, Dr. Stock ga.-e nn acldrcss, and 
Rov. J. W. Ashworth offered the ordi
nation prayer. After the tea-meeting 
a recognition meeting was held, when 
Dr. Angus gave the charge to the 
church, and udclrossos were dclhcrcd 
by Re,s. J. Haslam, W. T. Adey, T. 
Fayers, and James Fyfe, Esq. Joseph 
Brooke, Esq., was in the chair. John 
·wells, Esq., welcomed the new pastor 
in the name of the church. 

PEMBROKE DouK.-Ordination ser
vices wero hcl<l on Sunday and Mon
dny, September 24 and 25, in connec
tion with the settlement of i\Ir. R. C. 
Roberts, of North Wales Baptist College, 
as pastor of the church. On Sunday 
three sermons were preached by the 
Rev. Hugh Jones, l\I.A., D.D., and on 
Monday afternoon a meeting was held, 
under tho presidency of the Rev. W. 
Owen. The devotional services having 
been condncted by Re,. E. Thomas, a 
disconrse upon •· The K ature of the 
Christian Church" was deliYcrod by 
Mr. Owen, after which he put the usual 
questions to tho pastor elect, which 
having been answered satisfactorily, 
Mr. Bryon, a deacon of the church 
where Mr. Roberts had been a member, 
rose and bore high testimony of him as 
a Christian and preacher. The ordina
tion J;>rayer was then offered by Re,, 

Dr. Davies. The charge was given to 
the pastor by Dr. Jones. In the even
ing another meeting was held, when 
the Rev. D. George preached to the 
church from Eph. vL 4; and Dr. Jones
preached to the congregation from Matt. 
iv. 1. The devotional services were 
conducted by tho Rev. W. Davies, Mr. 
William Morris, and Mr. E. Bryon. 

PRESENTATIO~S. 
REV. THOMAS THOMAS, D.D., has re
signed the presidency of Pontypoof 
College, a post he has honourably filled 
for forty years. The churches through
out Wales having raised the sum of 
£2,000, the testimonial was presented 
to Dr. Thomas at an influential meeting 
held in Cardiff, under the presidency 
of Mr. Justice Lush. The gathering 
was composed of delegates from all 
parts of )Vales, and the presentation 
was made by Dr. Tocld, of Sydenham. 
Dr. Greene, of London, and others who 
addressed the meeting, stated that the 
tone and character of religious life in 
\Yales were mainly duo to Dr. Thomas, 
who had trained nine-tenths of the Non
conformist ministers in the princi
pality. 

Rev. W. E. Winks, having accepted 
a call from the Bethany Church, Cardiff, 
has just taken a farewell of the Ely
place congregation, Wisbech. At a 
largely-attended meeting, presided over 
by George Dawbarn, Esq., J.P., several 
substantial presentations ·were made to 
Mr. and Mrs. Winks. 

At Swindon, Wilts, Rev. G. T.Edgley 
preached his farewell sermons to a large 
congregation, and on :Monday, after a 
social tea, which was presidecl over by 
J. Holden, Esri,, the chairman, on be
half of the church and a number of 
friends in the town, presented a purse 
containing £25, accompanic,l with an 
address expressive of sincere goodwill. 

Rev. W. Jackson has been presented 
with a testimonial by the chnrch and 
congregation at Willingham Tabernaclo 
on his removal to the church at Para
dise-row, Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

Rev. J. Harper, on retiring from the 
pastorate of the church at Ilorsforth, 
near Leeds, after more than twelve 
years' ministry, was presented, on the• 
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2ndof October, by his numerous friends, 
with a purse containing thirty guineas; 
also 11:Irs. Harper with a smaller purse 
containing twelvo pounds, as a token 
of their high esteem and loving affec
tion, prior to his departure to tho pas
.toral care of tho church at Rotherham, 
hoth of which were kindly received and 
very feelingly acknowledged by the 
pastor. 

NEW CHAPELS. 
A NEW iron chapel has been opened 
at East Finchlev. Sermons were 
preached by Rev. J. Chadwick, S. W. 
McAll, and J. Barnard. The chapel 
is neat and comfortable, will scat 160 
persons, and has cost £250, towards 
which about £100 has been 1·aised. 
For tho present, the Rev. J. Batey will 
principally supply the pulpit. 

The evangelistic efforts made by }.fr. 
-Sparks, West Cowes, and his friends, 
-are about to reap the reward of their 
self-denying exertions in the erection 
of a suitable chapel. The foundation
stone of this building has just been 
laid by J. Cowdy, Esq., and tlrn pro

. ceedings were interesting and service
able. At the laying of the stone, Mr. 
Sparks, the pastor, stated that 105 
members had been added to the church 
since its formation nine years ago. 
After tea a public meeting was held in 
the Foresters' Hall, which was crowded, 
representatives of all the churches in 
the town being present. Addresses 
were given by the Revs. J. R. Cham
berlain, F. Trestrail, J. Harrison, Dal
gleish, W. J. Burman, and Mr. Dear. 
It was stated that the sum raised in all 
for the new work amounted to £820, 
which included £113, the proceeds of 
the day. The building is estimated to 
cost £1,400. 

IIAcKNEY. - On Monday evening, 
October 16, a meeting was held 
in Povidencc Chapel, Hackney, -in 
celebration of the fourth anniver
sary of the ministry of the Rev. 
W. Cuff. After tea, to which a 
large number of persons sat down, a 
public meeting was held in the chapel, 
which was crowded, under the presi
·dency of Sir Charles Reed. Prayer 
swas offered by the Rev. H. S. Ridley, 

of Bury St. Edmund's, nnd the chair
man delivered an address, in which he 
suggested the closer union of Baptists 
and Congregationalists. As Protestant 
Dissenters he urged the necessity of 
thoroughly instructing the children in 
the great truths of their faith. He 
therefore rejoiced in the erection of, 
the contemplated new chapel, and was 
anxious that theyJ shouhl specially 
strive for the observance of the Lord's
day and the teaching of the Bible. 
Ho wanted to counteract infidelitv 
amongst the working-classes by the 
opening of classes during the winter 
evenings, having the presence of good 
men for affording the needful instruc
tion. The report read shows that 
£16,000 is needed for the erection of 
the new tabernacle which J\Ir. Cuff 
and his friends propose to build. 
During the past year the congregation 
have subscribed £800 towards this 
object, and have promisoJ ·another 
£600 by Christmas. AJdresses were 
given by the the Revs. C. Bailhache, 
D. Knttorns, Dr. Thain Davidson, 
and others. 

:IIAZE POND CHAPEL, SOUTHWARK.
On l\Ionday, October 1(), the corner
stone of the new building intended to 
replace the old l\Iazo Pond Chapel, 
Southwark, was laid. The site for the 
now building is in the Old Kent-road, 
near the. Albany-road, and a large 
number of the congregation and their 
friends assembled to -witness the cere
mony. Amongst thoso present were 
Mr. J. Barran, M.P. for Leeds, Revs. 
C. H. Spurgeon, Dr. Angus, W. B. Cope 
(the pastor), J. T. Wigner, ·w. Braden, 
W. Howieson, and Messrs. W. Harri
son, J. Eastty, J. E. 'fresidder, A. 
Dunn, Benham, &c. A hymn having 
been sung, Rev. Dr. Angus read a por
tion of Scripture, and Rev. J. P. Chown 
offered prayer. The Rev. W. P. Cope 
stated that they were not starting a 
new church, but having been crowded 
out by railway arches from their old 
position, they had secured that free
holJ site, and hoped to build upon it a 
sound substantial structure which 
should last for many years. They had 
avoided every unnecessary expense, 
and having faith in their principles 
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they hoped they would succeed in their 
object, which was to preach the truth, 
and carry on all those beneficial in
flnences associated with Maze Pond. 
They felt especially thankful to Mr. 
Harrison for all that he had done. Mr. 
Harrison made a statement respecting 
the finances, from which it appeared 
that the total cost of the chapel and 
site would be about £11,000 ; £6,921 
had been received, and £3,054 ex
pended, and they came before the:° 
that day asking for at least £7,000 m 
order that the building might be erected 
and furnished and opened free of debt 
Mr. John Eastty then presented Mr. 
Barran with a silver trowel, saying he 
trusted that he would prove himself to 
be " a workman that needeth not to bo 
ashamed." Mr. Barran then laid the 
stone in the usual manner, and, in the 
course of his remarks, said that that 
church had a history in which they all 
rejoiced. It extended back two hun
dred years, when London was hut a 
villao-e, and when its trade and the 
acco~modation for domestic and re
ligious life was very different to what 
it was now. A large amount of money 
was still required, the congregation, 
though rich in faith, were not rich in 
wealth, and he trusted that all would 
help them in the good wo1-k. The Rev. 
J. T. Wigner having said a few words, 
tho Rev. C. H. Spurgeon addressed the 
meeting, and alluding to the fact that 
some of those assembled had not been 
able to actually see the stone laid, said 
it was an illustration of the necessity of 
faith which had to be exercised every 
day. As regards Maze Pond Chapel, 
every Baptist knew something about 
it. He took some credit to himself for 
having first given a challenge to Mr. 
Han·ison to give £50 if ho would give 
the same towards a new chapel. Mr. 
Harrison accepted, and that was the 
commencement of the building fund. 
He was glad they had come out of the 
Slough of Despond, or Maze Pond. A 
hymn was then sung, and purses placed 
on the stone, after which the Rev. W. 
Howieson pronounced the benediction. 
A tea and public meeting was after
wards held at the Metropolitan Taber-

naclo. Mr. Spurgeon presided, and 
addresses were delivered by the chair
man, Mr. Yv. Harrison, Mr. J. Barran, 
l\LP., and the Revs. W. Braden, Dr. S. 
G. Green, W. P. Cope, David Jones, 
Newman Hall, and A. Mursell. 'l_'ho 
promises, collections, and offers ilnrmg 
the day amounted to :£800. 

1iI IS C E L LANE O U S. 
BAPTIST UNIO~. 

Tm1: autumnal session of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland 
opened on Tuesday, Oct. 3, when 
between two and three h1mdred re
presentatives of the denomination as
sembled at tho Cannon-street Chapel, 
Birmino-ham. l\Ir. J. S. Wright pre
sided, a~d, in the name of the Baptists 
at Birmingham, extended a hearty 
welcome to the delegat-es. Mr. E. 
Underhill, LL.D., read a paper on 
"Our Foreign ]\fissions in 1851 and 
1876." A discussion ensued, in which 
the necessity of missionary labour was 
strongly urged by several speakers, 
also the desirability of increased sub
scriptions, in order to spread morn 
widely the Gospel. The designation 
and farewell service was then hold. 
J\h. A. Jones and Mr. A. S. Summers, 
J\LA., were set apart for mission work 
in China and, India, In the evening a 
public missionary meeting was held in 
the Town Hall, when about 3,000 per
sons were present, and Colonel Sir HY. 
Marshman Havelock, Bart., V.C., C.:M., 
J\1.P., presided. 

A. WELSH MEETING 

was helcl, under the presidency of tho 
Rev. T. Davies, D.D. The chairman 
gave, in his own genial and effective 
w.ay, an address on "-' Union,'-,. and was 
foll0wed by Uov. J. W. Williams, on 
" The Gospel and the Spfrit of tho 
Age;" and Rev. Cornelius Griffiths, 
who delivered an address on "Tho 
Church in its Relation to the Uncon
verted." Rev. S. Thomas concluded 
the meeting with a sermon from the 
text, " "'fany arc called, but few 
chosen." Thc.,Velsh, though compara
tively few in number in the town, and 
those few split up into se,oral sects, 
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mustered well on the occasion. The 
speakers acquitted themselves in true 
Welsh "hwyl," and the meeting was an 
unequivocal success. 

'l'ITiffiSDA.Y'S SESSION OF THE UNION. 

Thursday's session of the Union was 
-commenced· with an early devotional 
service, and the business meeting was 
started by Rev. J. Cliiiord's paper on 
"Religious Life in the Rural Districts 
of England." Rev. G. W. Humphrys, 
in a speech with details of tho persecu
tions often endured in villages, moved 
a resolution according the usual thanks 
of the Union, and adding:-" That this 
Union is deeply impressed with the 
immense value of the work clone by 
the churches in the rural districts, and 
strongly sympathises with them in the 
increasing difficulties they have to en
counter. That it be an instruction to 
the committee to keep steadily in view, 
and, as opportunity may offer, by all 
means to seek-(1) the concentration 
of tho power of the churches on the 
evangolisation of the country under 
the direction of this Union ; (2) the 
promotion of colportage work; (3) 
concerted action with other free 
churches in thinly-populated dis
tricts, so as to avoid the waste of 
power; ( 4) to bring the influence of 
the Union to boar on tho improvement 
of the condition of tho agriculturri.l 
labourer, as well as io obtain the 
speedy separation of Church and State, 
and to that end to make special in
quiry into the religious condition of 
the agricultural counties, so as to dis
cover the host moclo of church action." 
The resolution was secondocl bv Rev. 
• T. T. Brown, and, after an an"imatocl 
discussion, carried unanimously. Then 
camo a resolution, moved by Rev. T. 
V. Tymms, and seconded by Rev. J. 
Drew, rondemuatory of the Eclucation 
Act of this year ; another on intem
perance, movocl by Rev. W. Sampson, 
and seconcle,l by Rev. ,Y. Barker· aml 
a third, not carried, however, 'with 
absolute unanimity, asking for the re
peal of tho Contagious Diseases Acts. 
The business of the session, which was 
marked throughout by its thorough 
practical character, was closed by the 

passing with acclamation of a cordial 
vote of thanks to the various churches 
of Birmingham who had entertained 
t~e ministers and delegates, and par
ticularly to Revs. J. J. Brown, H. 
Platten, Mr. J. S. Wright, a.nd the 
Executive Committee for tho effective 
arrangements which they had made 
for conducting the business, and for 
the comfort of the visitors. 

SPECIAL SERMONS AND FAREWELL 
BREAKFAST. 

On Thursday Mr. Spurgeon, Mr. H. 
S. Brown, and Mr. Gange preached to 
crowded audiences. 

The closing gathering in connection 
with the Birmingham meetings was 
held on Friday morning, at the Queen's 
Hotel. The l\Iayor (l,Ir. George Baker) 
had invited between sixty and seventy 
gentlemen to meet him at breakfast. 
Aqtong the guests were Sir Robert 
Lush, the Revs. Dr. Landels, C. H. 
Spurgeon, H. C. Brown, Dr. Thomas, 
Dr. Davies, W. G. Lowis; :\fessrs. J. 
S. Wright, C. T. Shaw, Thomas Adams, 
etc., etc. The J\fayor expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to welcome so 
many of the Baptist body as his guests, 
and referred to the many occasions on 
which the Society of Friends and the 
Baptists had worke,1 together for phil
anthropic and religious ends. Dr. Lan
dcls acknowledged the generous wel
come and hospitality with which the 
Union hacl been received in Birming
ham by all sections of the community, 
and referred to his residence in this 
town, aml the many advantages which 
he had derived from it. Messrs. Jen
kyn Brown, H. Platten, and J. S • 
Wright expressed the pleasure which 
it b,icl given thB Birmingham people to 
welcome the Union, and acknowlaclged 
the hearty assistance they had received 
from illI cbsses in entertaining the 
guests. Sir Rob8r·t Lush, tho Revs. 
C. H. Spurgeon, and H. T. Brown 
addressed the assembly; and a most 
pleasant meeting was closed by the 
)foyor wishing his guests, after the 
manner of Friends, aucl in the full 
meaning of the word, " Farewell." 

All our readers will be grieved to 
hear that o:1r bolo,cd brother, )Ir. 
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Archibald Brown, of the Eaet London 
Tabernacle, has been heavily bereaved. 
His second wife has been taken away, 
just when she seemed essential to his 
little ones, and to the church at Stepney. 
His anguish is most acute, and we 
invite all our brethren to pray that he 
may be sustained, and enabled to pursue 
that wonderful career of usefulness for 
which our Lord has raised him up. 

A bazaar and public meeting in aid 
of the now chapel at Puddletrenthide, 
Dorchester, were held on Sept. 27. The 
chair at the meeting was taken by Sir 
Mo1ton Peto, Bart. Upwards of .£58 
was raised towards paying the debt of 
£400 remaining on the building opened 
in April last, of which the cost was 
about £550. 

The Rev. J. P. Chown preached at 
Bury St. Edmund's on tho reopening 
of the chapel there on tho 5th of Sept. 
It is stated that, with the exception of 
the loan of the building fund, amounting 
to £220, all the expenses incurred in 
the alterations have been met. 

The chapel at Kingston-on-Thames, 
having been closed for repairs and the 
erectie>n of a new organ, was reopened 
on Sunday, the 10th of Sept. The Rov. 
J. Hunt Cooko, of Richmond, preached 
in the morning, and in the evening the 
pastor, the Rev. Henry Bayley. 

The usual half-yearly meeting on 
behalf of the funds of the chapel at 
Westminster (pastor, H. Tarrant), was 
held on Wednesday, Scpt.13, under the 
presidency of Rev. G. Rogers. Tea was 
provided at the expense of the ladies, 
and addresses delivered by Revs. H. 
Simon, G. Rogers, J. S. Morris, W. 
Hancocks, A. Hewlett, H. Abram, and 
G. Smith. 

REDBOURN, HERTS. - Anniversary 
services in connection with the Taber
nacle church were held on Tuesday, 
Oct. 3, when two sermons were preached 
by the Rev. J. H. Blake, of Luton. 
Tea was provided between the services, 
to which over one hundred friends sat 
down, The collections were satis
factory. 

Two sermons were preached at Christ
church, Hants, on Sunday, Oct. 1, by 
Rev. G. B. D. Thomas, on behalf of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. On the 

following day a public meeting took 
place, being the first ever held in that 
town in connection with the Society. 

A bazaar was recently held in the 
largo schoolroom of College - street 
Chapel, Northampton, in •aid of the 
building fund of Union Chapel, Ket
tering-road, in that town. Three years
ago the Sunday-school wae erected, and 
Divine service has been regularly con
ducted therein by Mr. T. Cavit Manton. 
The proceeds of the bazaar amounted 
to £90. . 

The district meeting of the Southern 
Association of Baptist Churches was 
held on Wednesday, the 27th of Sept., 
at Blackfield, Hants, Rev. W. Heaton 
presiding. Rev. J. J. Fitch was elected 
district secretary, Rev. W. H. Payne, 
of Lyndhurst, was cordially welcomed 
in to the association, and other matters 
relating to the welfare of the churches 
attended to. 

Fare well services in connection with 
the return of Rev. J. Buckloy, D.D., as 
missionary to Orissa, were held on Tues
day, Sept. 26, in the Queen-street 
Chapel, Peterborough. A large number 
of ministers and friends from various 
parts were present. An address was 
delivered by Rev. W. Gray. The usual 
questions were proposed by Rev. J. 
Stevenson, M.A. Dr. Buckley, in re
plying to them, said he had laboured in 
India for thirty-two years, and left it 
on account of his wife's ill-health, which 
being·greatly restored, he was about to
return to Orissa, where he hoped to 
continue his work for the remainder of 
his life. Collections were made for the 
Orfasa Mission, amounting to about £14. 

The first anniversary of the chapel 
at Prickwillow, Ely, was held on Wed
nesday, Sept. 20, when two sermons 
were preached by Rev. J. T. Wigner. 
The total cost of the new chapel is 
£735 18s. 3d., oE which £609 5s. 8d., 
in addition to the collections made at
these services, has been paid. 

The annual meetings of the church 
at Grove-street, South Hackney, have 
jusb. been held. On Sunday sermons 
wero preached by Revs. J. Bailey, W. 
Cuff, and C. Dallaston. On Monday 
a public meeting, presided over by B. 
L, Thompson, Esq., was held, Mr. 
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Rothery stated that the church is at 
present in a most prosperous state, 
Rov. Evan Davies is now the pastor. 

'I'he first anniversary of the chapel 
at Witchford Ely, was held on l\londay, 
Sept. 18. A sermon was preached in 
the afternoon by Rev. A. Ibborson. A 
public meeting was held in the evening, 
presided over by Wm. H. Cropley, Esq. 
By the collections made the debt on the 
chapel of £11 lls. was cleared off, 

BAPTISMS. 
Aoerdare, Ca.rmel.-September 17, Two, by 

-Jones. 
BarrOw-in-Furness.-Scptem bor 27, o.t Abbey

road Chapel, Four, by J. Hughes. 
Betl!lellem, Llanelly, Brecon.-September 10, 

Two, by D. Da-vies. 
Bisllop's Storiford.-Septemberl 28, Four, by 

B. Hodgkills. 
Blactu:oods, Mon.-October 1, Five, by S. H. 

Williams. 
Bradninch, Devon.-September 28, Five, by 

F. G. Masters. 
Brynkyfryd, Eb bw Vale, - Septom ber 17, 

Two. by J. Griffiths. 
Buckland Xewton, Dorsetshire.-October 5, 

Fi re, by J. Davis. 
Cambridge.-September 27, at Zion Chapel, 

Five, by J.P. Campbell. 
Cl>atl!am.-September 28, at Zion Chapel, 

Fourteent by G. Walker. 
Church, Lancashire,-October 1, One, by H. 

Angus. 
Claire, Suffolk.-October 8th, Two, by T. 

Roddy. 
Cold lnn, Pemb.-September 29, One, by J. 

PhJ~l':~.-From Chitterne, October 8, Seven, 
by S. King.: 

Corwen.-Sep. 22, Two, by H. C. Williams. 
Coventry.-October 1, at Goslord-street 

Chapel, Five, by H. W. Meadow. 
Croydon. - September 27, Five, by J. A. 

Spurgeon, in connection with Mr. May's 
labours at Carshalton. 

Cynwyd, Corwen.-October 1, Three, by H. 
C. Williams. 

.Denbigh,-September 3, Two, by H. Hughes . 

.Derby.-September 27, at Osmaston-road 
Chapel, Four, by G. Hill. 

Downham .Market,-September 20, Four, by 
B. Howard, 

Eastcombe, Gloucestershire.-October l, Six, 
by J, E. Brett. 

East Hartlepool.-September 24, Three, by 
H. Dunnington. 

E,erton Villaue, Llverpool.-September 24, 
Two by J. J oneo. 

Eye, Sulfolk.-September 6, Two, by W.W. 
Francis. 

Falmoutn.-Sapt. 27, Four, by W.Gooch. 
Fivellead'.-October 1, Four, by J. Burnham. 
Goitre, Pontypool.-September 24, One, by 

W. Morgan. 
Great &mpford, Essex,-September 28, Two, 

by J. 1M)iIIJ3on. 

Harlou>. - September 12, at Potter-street 
Chapel, Three, by F. J. Aust. . 

Hiyh Wyrombe.-Septembcr 24, Two, at Umon 
Chapel, by W. J. Dyer. 

Hors/orth.-September 7, One, from Kirk
stall, by J. Stoad. 

Hucknall Torkard, Notts.-October 4, Three, 
by J. T. Almy. 

Kirksta/1.-September 10, Two, by J. St,iad. 
Leeds.-Septemberl7, at SionChapel, Three, 

by A. P. Faycrs. 
Lewes.-September 24, Two, by W. J. Scott. 
Liverpoo/.-September 17, at Bousttelcl

:street. Four, by W. Williams. 
L/andudno.-September 11, at the Tabernacle, 

Two; October 1, Six, by D. Davies. 
Li,anthewy.- September 24, Four, by W. 

Davies. 
Llanvil!angel, Crw,,;rm,y, near Aberga.venny. 

-July 10, Two; Sept. 3, Two, by R. l\ Evans. 
L11minglon, Haots.-September 24, Six, by J. 

J. Fitch. 
Long Wynd, Dundee.-September 10, Two, 

by J. G. Brown. 
Maesyberllan.-September 3, One, by G. H. 

Llewellyn. 
Manchester: MosA Sido. - September 10, 

Three; Octoter 10, Four, by R. <Jhenery. 
Nelthmn., Yorks.-Scptember 28, Three, by 

J, ,'\..J.derson. 
Metropolitan Distrkt :-

Clap/wm Common.-September 24, Four, 

by .D~,:•Ji;,,,tion.-September 24, Eigh~ by 
A. Carson. M.A. 

Drummond-road~ Bermondsay.-Septem
ber 24, Ten, by J. A. Browu. 

Hackney-road.-Seplember 28th, Twelve, 

byH~~:f;_,t,·eet.-September 28, Two, by 
T. Hu.gen. 

Kensing/on.-September 23, Six, by J. 
Ila,we9. 

Lambeth.-September 24, at Rege~t-street 
Chapel, Six, by T. C. Page. 

ManJ-.street, Hackney .. - September 28, 
Seven, by S. Aldridge. 

Metropolitan Tabernacle. - September 28, 
Twenty-two, by Mr. J. A. Spurgeon. 

Moorjields.-S•ptember 24, Two, by L. 
Thomas. p . 

Pa<klinqton.-September 13, at ete..a-
park, One, by J.M. Cox. 

Perkham.-September 28, at Pu.rk-roo.d 
Chapel, Eight, by T. Tarn. 

S~ John's Wood.-S,ptember 21, Seven, &t 
Abbey-road Chapel, by W. SlotL 

Stoke N,winglon-rcad.-September 21. at 
Devonshire-square Chapel, Four, by W. T. 
Henderson. 
Middle,bro' .-September 27, at Bonnda.ry

road One, by G. W. Wilkinson. 
Minchinhampton.-September 2S, Be,enteen, 

by C. L. Gordon. 
Mirjield.-September 12, al Zion Chapel, 

Fourteen, by Dr. Albrecht. 
Modbul"/I, Devon.-September 24, Six, by J. 

W. !':pear. 
Martet .Dravton.-Sept.17, Four, hyT. Clark. 
Maulden, Beds,-Sept1imber 191 Two, by T,. 

Cardwell. 
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Mo1l!acule,-September 24, Two, by Mr. 
Bardin. 

Nantymo,1, Ogmore Vale.-October 10, Eight, 
byJ, Jones. 

Nethertcm, near Dudley.-1'!eptember 17, at 
Ebenezer C!Utpei Five; September 24, Fif
teen, by .r. Marshall. 

New Whittinglon.-September 24, Follr, by 
R. T. Lewie. 

Neuibridge, Mon.-September 17, Three, by 
D. Dn.vies. 

Newport, Mon.-September 24, at Stow-hill 
Chapel, Seven1 by J. Douglas. 

Old Swan, Liverpool.-Outober 2!, Two, by 
D. Jones. 

Oswaldtwist/e.-Oetober I, Two, by J. Nayler. 
osw,.lry.-September ~4, One, by H. Mor

gan. 
I'aulton, Bristol.-O~tobcr 1, Ten, by J. 

Kempton. 
Pontlottyn.-October 8, at Soar, Two, "by J. 

P.Williams. 
Port.smouth.-Septembcr 24, at Kent-street, 

Two. by J. W. Genders. 
Potter's Bar.-Octobrr 1, Two, 'by J. Hart. 
Princes Risbot·ough1 Bucks.-October 1, Throe, 

byW.Hi!lier. 
RhymnPy.-Oc~oberB~atJerusalem, Thirteen, 

by T. I. Jones. 
Ryeford, near Ross. Herefordghire.-Sep

tember 13, Two, by E. Watkins. 
Sali-sbuq1.-Se}Jt3-mber :J.i, at Brown-street, 

Four, by G. Shortt B.A. 
Sand,q JJm•en.-October 1, One, by W. 

Harries. 

Smarden, Kent,-September 24, Two, by G. 
M. Stiippell. 

Smethwick, Birmingham.-September 24, at 
Cross-atreet Chapel, Eleven, by G. T. Bailey. 

Sout/uea, Hants.-September 2i, at St. 
Panl's-squ1>re Chapel, Four, by R. Jeffrey. 

Spring Vale, Middleton, Mn.nchester.-Oct. 
1, Three, by W. Wiggins. 

Skewen.-September 24, One, by J. E. 
Griffiths. 

Stockton-on-'Z'ee.s.-October 10, at Wellington
street Chapel, by H. Moore. 

Swansea.-September 17, at Mount Pleasant 
Chapel, Three, by J. Owen. 

Swansea.-October 1, at Tabernacle Cbspel, 
Seven, b:Y J. D. Jones. 

Swanwid; Alfrcton.-September 10, Three, 
by T. Hayden. 

Todmorderi, Milwood,-October I, Two, by 
H. Briggs, 

Tonypandy, Rhondda Valley.-Septembcr 24, 
Eleven, by J. Howell. 

Trelierbe1't, Rhondda Valley.-October 8, ,a.t 
Bethany Chapel, Four, by H. Rosser. 

Treo,·key: Rhondda Valley.-Oetober 1, at 
Horeb Chapel, Fourteen; October 8, Eight, by 
D. Davies. 

Troicbridge.-Oetober l, at Bethesda Chapel, 
Five, hy A. English. 

'FW.1/1' Gwyn.-Septemberl7, Two, by J.Rees. 
Westm.ancote, \Vorcestcrshirc .. -September 

25, One, by W. J. Smith, 
Wititbourne, Corsley.-October I, One, by S. 

King. 
IYorcester.-Octobcr 8, Two, by J. Lewitt. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C. H, SPURGEON. 

Statement qf Receipts from September '20th, 1876, lo Octobm· 19th, 1876. 
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THE SOUL'S DESERTION:" 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABEnNACLE, B'Y (J, B. IPUBGBON, 

"nfy belovc,1 had withdrawn himself, and was goae."-SoLOMmt's SOil"G 'f. 6. 

THE happiest condition of a Chri:ltian out of he11.ven is to live in the con
scious eujoyment of the ·presence of the Lord J esas. When the love of 
Christ is shed abroad in the heart hy the Holy Ghost the believer need not 
envy an angel his harp of gold. It matters not what may be his outward 
trial ; the Holy Ghost i1:1 able to make the heart live above aH surrounding 
circumstances, so that we can have summer in the mid~t of winter, and 
plack our ripest fruits when there are neither leaves nor fruits upon the 
tree. But the Christian is unhappy, unhappy to the utmost degree, when
ever he loses the sense of the presence ef his Lord. Then the pillars ef his 
house are m:1de to tremble ; his fresh springs are dried up ; the sun is hid 
from his eyes ; and the sky is so dark overhead that he walks, oi' rather 
wanders, about a world which cannot render to his soul any substantial 
comfort. Were he a worldling lie could live upon tke world, but having 
been taught by gmce to aspire after something nobler and better, the loss 
-0f that is exceedingly grievous to his spirit. I question whether the mo~ 
of Christians do not sometimes lose the enjoyment of the Lord's company. 
I question yet further, whether there are not very many professors who 
Hve contentedly under thri.t loss; nor can I aecount for this except on the 
'Supposition that they can have known but little of that presence in the~r 
best estate. Otherwise they must be in a most sickly and sluwbe.ring eon
oition of soul, gradually becoming worse and worse ; or ebe they nev-er 
could bear to have things as they are with them. It seems to me that a 
real believer in a sound state of health no sooner loses the presenee of hi;i 
Lard than he begi.ns to cry for Him. Whither has Christ gone Y Why 
have I lost sight of Him 1 The sounds of his footsteps still linger in the 
~:rr. The believer wakens and starts, and asks hims~lf, "How ie this 1 
Whither has my Beloved gone 1 What is it that has chased Him from 
me 1 I cannot live if He remove, therefore let me speedily seek Him, aud 
·nev~r rest until once more I am restored to full communfou with HimY 
Let'me then talk a little with 1mch believers as have lost for awhile too 
comfortable presence of their Lord. 

I. The first question sball be-WHY WAS THE BELOVED GONE 1 
.According to the text He was gone. Read the preceding verses, or 

JJ0rhaps you ha..-e them upon your memories. The spooBB had been asleep. 
·"_fhis was the beginning of the mischief. "I sleep, bat my heart wa.ktith." 
H we begin to fall asleep, we must not wonder if we miss the quickenirrg 
nl!d comforting inflaences of our Lord's presence. JeBus Chri~t did not 
put us in His Church that we might sleep away our time on earth,. Do 
not fancy that such an active spirit as that which burned and blazed it1 
-0ui- 811.viour's flesh can be content to hold communion with lazy sl~ggards 
who toss upon their beds and say, ·"-Yet a little more sleep and II little 

1 
*,This s.,r;,_mi being Copyright, tbo right of reprinting a:iid tn,,nslating:f, reiier'feL 
No. 217, NEw SEmEs. 
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more foldin't of the arms to slumber." It is the active Christlan who 
keeps pace with Christ. Christ is a quick walker; if you crawl along the 
path of duty He will soon leave yon behind, until you begin to inquire, 
"Whither is He gone 1" and quicken your pace to overtake Him. Are 
there any here who have missed Christ's presence, and who may trace it to 
the fact that they have been drowsy in prayer of late, heavy in all the 
exercises of study and duty, and, in fact., sleepy altogether 1 Have they 
been without care for the conversion of others, having scarcely any con
cern even about their own children ; perhaps indifferent to the welfare of 
Christ's Church, feeding little upon the Word, and resorting but little to 
the aBBemblies of the saints 1 Marvel not if the Beloved withdraw Him
self when His spouse does nothing but nod and sleep, instead of keeping 
company wits Him in active service I 

After the spouse had fallen asleep her :Beloved came and knocked at the 
door, saying, " Open to Me, my sister, m.r love, my dove, my undefiled ; 
for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the ni$:ht." 
Yet she refused to open the door to llim. Surely this is another sin which 
drives Christ away; when admonished for falling into a drowsy state not 
f o regard it. Depend upon it there is extreme peril to a soul that does 
not aecept the warning. Awful as, it is to sin when unwamed, it is still 
more horrible to persevere in sin in the teeth of rebuke, and after gentle, 
loving expostulations. What! did coJJscience prick me, and will I not be 
scrupulous 1 .After having seen my fault and smarted for it, do I $till 
pershit in it 1 Have I been lukewarm and indiiferent 1 Does the Holy 
Spirit visit me, remonstrate with me, a.nd make me feel that I am gradually 
backslidinir, and little by little declining 1 Have I vowed and resolved 
that I would seek spiritual recovery, and am I still as dull, careless, and 
unconcerned as ever 1 This argues ill and augurs ill for my soul I Th& 
Beloved \llill not put up with these rebuffs for ever. Out of love to us He 
will hide His face ; if we grieve Him He will go; if we walk frowardly 

-towards Him He will soon walk frowardly towards us. These are God
provoking sins; it is a defying of His Spirit when ye thus spurn His 
gentle admonitions. 

" Note further that the spouse, when her Beloved knocked at the door, 
made idle 6XC1/UB that she had put oft" her cloke, and put off her sandala, 
artd could not put them on. She ,was, taking her rest upon her couch, and 
could not bring herself to come to the door 'to let Him in. Ah! how often 
self-indulgence lies at the bottom of· the sin that drives Christ away! A 
believer c1tunot let his lower nature get the uppermost and yet find that 
he is walking agreeably to the Lord's mind. Your spiritual nature oqgM 
to keep your mental nature under control, and your mental nature ought 
to keep your bodily, or animal na~ure, entirely in check, A man who~ 
a thinker and a philosopher will scorn to let the mere passions govern 
hi111, but a true Christian, having a yet higher spirit within him than th~ 
mere mind, having that new living seed within himself which comes frotn 
God and leads him to God, should npt and :must not allow his baser nature 
to reign aopreme. If we indu1gl! the tlesh, depend upon it Christ will not 
be with us. He doe, not corn~ to dwell with swine, but with men; and 
not with men of the earth earthy,· e,xcept in order to renew them and 
make them like Himself; who is th1uecond man, the Lord from h!aven, to 
·lJUl~p. them he11:v:enly. If your cqnvenati~ll ia to be wit~ Christ, ;rour 
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conversation must be in heaven. If you would .enjoy the sunlight, you 
must not bow your face down to the earth. If you seek to be enriched in 
the things of God, you must not be for ever groping among the dark pits 
and bog~, and morasses of earth. Oh, soul, art thou indulging thyself and 
taking things easy 1 Carnal security is one of thy worst enemies. Do I 
hear any man say, "It is enough, my soul; thou hast much spiritual 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease " 1 Dost thou think that 
there is no need for thee to watch 1 Thou hast become so experienced 
that there is no occasion for thee to be much in prayer, for a word with 
thee is as good as an hour with some ; that there is no cause for thee to 
be continually striving against thy besetting sin, thou hast got such com
plete mastery over these infirmities." Oh, when we talk so we betray the 
d~rkness in which we are living ; the self-deception we are fostering ; the 
corruption we are degenerating into, and the desertion we are provok
ing. Such backsliding as this will soon make Jesus hide His face from us. 

Beloved, the simple reason of Christ's conscious absence from our souls 
is, in most cases, sin. I say in most cases, for sometimes Christ may hide 
Himself in absolute sovereignty, but I am always jealous lest we should 
charge God foolishly. You are so apt to put too many saddles on that 
stalking horse. There are such multitudes of professors who would even 
excuse their sins upon the plea of a divine sovereignty which exposed them 
to temptation, that I scarcely like to mention it. I believe that God does 
not afflict willingly or arbitrarily the children of men. Neither .does 
Christ hide His face from Bis people for nought; but your sins have 
separated between you and your God. He chastises us, not as silly parents 
may do, out ·of mere spleen or caprice, or to please themselves, as the 
Apostle seemed to think some fathers did in his day ; for he says, " They 
verily chastened us after their own pleasure." :Sut when God ch¥tens us 
it is for our profit. Our good is His aim and His end in using the rod of 
correction. He makes us smart for the sin which seemed sweet. He 
nauseates our palate with the bitter fruits of disobedience, that we may 
afterwards relish the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 

Now, beloved, in each individuar case the hiding of the Lord's face may 
be occasio11.ed by a difforent sin. It is very probable that my Lord thinks 
that to ·be a high sin in me which He would take. little notice of in you. 
It is equally possible that He may thinkthat to be peculiarly offensive in 
you which He would not visit in my c;uie with stripes, for according to 
our oonstitution, our office, our experience, our light, and our several cir
CIUD8tances, our trnngreMlons may be estimated. You are not provoked, 
perhaps, by a good de~ of noise from one of your children, but half that 
noise from aiiother of ybur children woiud vex you exceedingly. · Because 
the one happeJ'!s to be of a quick, impetuous temperament,ypu set it down 
to natural disposition; but the other being of gentler habit and quieter 
mooo;you upbraid him for his excitement, as· if it were of evil prepense, 
aild intended to aggravate and annoy, So you may have a confidential 
servant in your family, from whom you ·may reasonably expect more care,· 
tho11ght.lulness, and circumspection than you look for in any of the ot~er 
servli,nts. The more trust yon repose, the more scrupulousness you 1'84U1re. 
I.et UII . then, each one according to. his positiou, iteek graoe to walk 
uprightly, oarefoll1, tenderly. It haa ~ well said that what an.ordi~ 
nary 1111bject might do· or say, one of the Cabinet Council must not even 
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think of. The favourite of kings has a dangerous path to walk, nnd though 
it is a blessed privilege t() be the favo·urite of htcaven, it involves a very 
l'<Olemn responsibility. "You only hitve I known of all tbe inhabitants of 
the earth; therefore I will punish you for your iniquities." You can see 
defilement on a white slab whieh you would not have noticed on the 
common soil ; so there are sins which spoil the character of saints that 
would hardly be observed in ordinary E:ociety. The presence of Christ can 
only he pl'eserved with incessant watchfulness and inviolate fidelity. The 
sacred Dove is soon disturbed. The Beloved is soon woke up and made 
to stir. Hence it should be our cry, "I cl1arge you by the roes and 
by the binds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love until 
he please." 
· II. B aving thus considered the "Cause why the Beloved is gone, let us 
inquire WHAT EIISUES UPON1:'HE WITHDRAWAL OF His PRESENCE~ 

Great ruistakes have been made upon this subject. Some have sup. 
posed that believers suddeuly e€ase to be followers of Christ, go baek into 
the world, apostatize, and perish. But the Lord does not de;iert_ His 
pe:lple after this fashion. He hath not cast away His people whom H.
did for~kuow, and He never will, Has He put His hand to the work of 
tbeir 1i!alvation, He will. not turn a.way from them. When He turns away 
it is always with a gracious motive; hence the consequrnces, though ofteu 
very sad, are not faral. The withdrawal of His conscious presence is not 
inttmded to slay us, though it brings us very low, .'\nd woo.Id leave u;1 
a prey to destr1.1ction were it not that He stayeth His hand in time and 
-giveth grace to keep the soul alive m1der His desertion. 

As soon as ever Christ is gone there is a sus,wnsion of those ·inflnencos 
that once made the Ckri$&ian h11,pP'!J atid st'l'ong. The Holy Spirit no louger 
comforts the soul. The Word d~s not enliven or inv.i110rate. The 
sweeteRt sermons fail to cheer the heart. Even the promises of God's 
Holy-Book are like lanterns without candles; they bring no light. When 
Chru,t hides His faee from a disciple, his spirits flag and he foehi a geueral 
depression_. He cannot pray aw it was his wont to do ; he cannot pr~ch 
as he once did. The holy duties to which he tenaciously clings b1>eome 
'rather a burden than a pleasure. luEotead of those delightful walks he 
had alone when his soul went up to God iu quiet meditation, he finds his 
thoughts all di~sipated, scattered hither and thither. Nor ean he .by any 
means collcentrate them ; far let11>1 can he tn!l.ke them soar and mdllnt 
towards Christ. He goes to ·his Bible-11ot so ofllen as he·did, nor yet-f!O 
;iolemnly as he did-but the book doel!. not speak to him. God ansvrereth 
him neither by Urim nor by Thummim, nor by open voice. And now be 
does not seem to hav-e the iltuminatiollll of God's Spirit. He does not dive 
into the meani-ng of the Word as Olloe he did. l:'rovideence, 11gain, seem• 
·dark. The secret of the Lord d~s not appear to be with him as it for. 
met'ly Wlil!I. He has no enjoyment. The soul follow11 aftel' God after 
a fashion; but, alas! he ha;; to cry)« Why art thou cast dow·n, 0 my soui, 
and why art thou· disquieted within met" Tho.s Divine i:o.lh1enoea a~ 
for a while suspended. 

Then it follows that k~ loses much of !/.is assw•11,11,c~. He used .to know 
he ,vaR a Christian. Now •he begin .. oo sing "'Tis a point I long ~ 
·know." So he has to furbish up his old evidences, and eat soJUe of tb-f> 
~tnle meat taai he w1e<lto care little .for 'i\-·heu he used to live np1.tn a d_a,;ly 
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portion from the Kini!, even a portion :ti:Qrn the King's table. He sits 
down in the a~hes, and is glad to sit there; Sometimes he mourns because 
he cannot mourn, and frets because he canllQt. fret. While he sees his sin 
he is afraid he has not a true feeling of it. Though he still looks to the 
cross of Christ and to the precious blood Q£ atonement, hCJ does not seem 
to have the power of lookin~ that he once had, nor to derive that comfort 
from casting hiniself upon the finished wnrk which aforetime he did when 
Jesus Christ was manifest.ly with. him. 

But perhaps it will aid you in realising th~ dark features of this deser
tion if I use a little simile. You se" full often. a house that is left by its 
former tenant, and is shut up. Jesus Chuist never altogether leaves a 
heart of which He l1as once taken po,;session. There is one room in 
a believer's soul which the Holy Ghost never quits. ·where He cames 
He comes to abide, and to abide foe ever. Still that room is so secret 
that while He resides there the whole house may look as if it was deserted. 
Compare that empty house with. a cheedu1 home. What a contrast· 
between its previous and pre,,ent condition! -Why, the joy has ,qone from 
-it. The blinds are drawn down-or, mayhap, the windows stare at you in 
their desolation. The house looks unfurnished. It is no longer any orna
ment to the street. Its -decorations have vanished since its inhabitants 
l1ave fled. The house is there, with all its capacities; the home, wit.h ."Ill 
its vivacities is a wanting. The life and thQ loveliness h:;tve gone from it. 
~<\.nd so a child of God soon loses all his joy and comfo1·t when the tenant 
of his soul is withdrawn. No sp:ukling of the eye, no siogin~ of the great 
hallelujahs; no sounding of the cymbal~, eveu the high~sotmding cymbals. 
He will be glad enough to get a r:ote out of tbe sack but now. He c,innot 
get up to those-glorious songs which once m,ide his spirit keep tune with: 
the augels because the joys of heaven had come down to earth, , 

Then, the house being empty, i"s swre to ,qet into a stale of filth. There 
is nobody to clean the dust; all sorts of spiders and foul t!iings get into 
the corners and crannies, anrl the longer the honse is. shut np the more 
these creatures multiply. Down in the cellae there is a little vegetation
long yellow stalks and roots trying to live-left there by some old inhabi
tant. · But there is uothing fair, nor beautiful : all is uncomfortable. So
it gets to be in our hearts. All sorts of evils spring up. Evils we little
suspected, which would have been kept in check by the presence of Christ, 
begin to multiply and increase upon us, and the little good that is i.n us 
seems to be an unhealthy sprout, bringing forth nothing unto perfection. 

'l'hen a house with nobody in it decays. How the metal rusts! · How 
the paint gets stained ! How the wi>Qd begins to rot! Ho1v the whole
thing has a damp kind of ~mell ! It is'all going to ruin. Why, ten years 
of habitation would not <lo so much mischief as these twelve m;mths' oi, 
shutting up. Whrn Jesns Cl1rist is gone everything is amiss-love nearly 
expires, hope scarcely glimmers, faith is welluigh paralysed, no grace is i-n 
lively exercise. Without the life of God in the soul there is a total col
lapse, and a chill strikes right through the spirit. Has the house been 
long empty 1 The boys outside are pretty sure to m,i.rk it for their sport 
and to break the windows. Jn ~act it sta11ds exposed to all sorts of out
ward damage. So, too, with malice and mischief, the devil will come npon
a man when he lmows that be has J,,st the light, ,,f God's cou-nteoauce, 
What a horrible old coward he is! When the child of God i, rejoicing iu 
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the company of Christ he has not often to encounter Satan. The accuser 
of the brethren well knows how to time his ti,ctics and bis temptations. 
But when he sees that the Lord has· departed, then Satan takes courage, 
and attacks the child of God to .his serious damage and hurt. I heard the 
other day of a good country ploughman who told a story of victory over 
temptation in his own simple style. He was a man who feared God above 
his neighbours, and seemed to live above the world in spiritual things. 
A minister asked bini if he did not get tempted and worried sometimes by 
Satan. "Yes," he said," I have known much about being tempted by 
Satan in my time. Why, sir, ten years ago I was threshing in this barn 
here, and the devil came upon me with a strong temptation. It plagued 
and worried me so that I could not get rid of it ; till at length I put down 
my flail, and got away into a corner, just beyond the wheat there, and I 
wrestled with God against him until I gained such a victory that I came 
back to my place ri>joiciog. Many a time since that," said the old man, 
"he has lurked about my path; but I never stop to parley. I repeat the 
promise by which I found a way of escape that day in this barn, and I 
feel myself made strong by the remembrance of that victory." Ay, ar.d 
just so when we can r€member some of those occasions wheu we seemed to 
overcome temptation by private communion with God, then we get 
strong, but 

"Let the Lord be once withdrawn, 
And wo attempt the work alone, 
When new templa-tions spring and rise 
·we find how great our weakness is." 

Like Samson, when his hair was lost, we think we shall defeat Satan as at 
other times, but we-

" Shake our limbs with vain surprise, 
Make feeble fight, and loso our eyes." 

When houses have been long left without t.enants and look deserted, they 
get up a rumour that they are haunted. And sure I am that when a heart 
bas been left by Christ, and there have been no comfortable eujoymenls 
of His pl'esence, our souls do get haunted with strange, mysteriou3 doubts 
and foar>'<, vexations and forebodings which you cannot grapple with ; 
horrors that do not take any shape; troubles that ought not to be distress
ing ; alarms that are made up of shadows; dangers that have not any real 
existence. Oh, that Christ were there I As phantoms would all vanish 
in the sunlight, so.would all these dreary doubts and dismal dilemmas be 
chased away if Christ returned. Oh, that our poor empty house could 
once more l1ave its gates flung wide open, and that the King.could come 
to dwell in His own palace, and make it all bright and lustrous with His 
presence ! Master, see how sick we are without thee ! Come, blessed 
Physician I Jesus, see what wretched beings we arc if Thou withdraw ! 
Come, our Beloved, come to us! Let the sad effects of Thy departure 
quicken Thy footsteps, and bring Thee over the mountains of division to 
the longing spirits of Thy_ fainting children. 

III. Passing on, let us inquire-WIIAT COMFORT IS THERE FOR A SOUL 
HEN THE BELOVED HAS WITHDRAWN liLMSELF AND IS GONE 1 
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Let me reply, there is no· comfort at 'all that •oill be of any ~er-vice to yo_u 
unless you ,qet Him back. Ah, but if a wife· loves her husband, and he IS 

gone, we may quote the old song-

" There is nae luck about the house 
When the gude man's awa'," 

The dear man, the joy of her heart, being gone, she could not make 
anything go well. And so, where the- loving heart has lost its Beloved, 
its best Beloved, there seems to be no joy anywhere. Nothing can make 
np to a regenerate soul for the loss of the society of her Lord. And yet 
some considerations may help to stay us while we are seekiag for it. 
_Thougfi He is gone He is onr Beloved !!till. Though we cannot see Him, 
yet we love Him, and if we cannot enjoy Him, we thirst after Him, and 
that is some consolation, though it be a poor consolation, to think it has 
not quite lost all its life, for it has' got life enough to smart, and life 
enough to be in pain, and life enough to feel itself in exile until Christ's 
return. Methinks, too, there is -some comfort in this, that ihou,qh He is 
gone He is gone out of love. Was it in a tiff of anger 1 yet it wa.q rather 
a rebuke of our sins than a rejection of our persons. Christ withdraws 
because He wants to bring us to our senses, and to draw us more closely 
to Himself. He knows that if we wer!) to have enjoyments and yet walk 
in sin this would be highly dangerous, therefore these enjoyments must be 
withheld till the heart is broken and the soul abhors itself in dust and 
ashes. 

It is some comfort also, that though He is gone He is not _gone out of ear
shot. Jesus Christ can stilJ hear the ery of His people. Nay, He is not 
gone beyond the reach of His eye-sight. He is still looking upon His 
poor deserted Ollll to see what the effect of His hiding Himself is. 

And there is this to be said that He is not so far gone but what at any 
moment He can return, and His return can at once make our souls like the 
chariots of Aminadib. He cau rise upon our darkness, and that in the 
next instant if so it pleased Him. He is gone, but He is not altogether 
~one. He has not taken His love from us, nor shall His loving-kindness 
utterly fail. Still on His hands He bears the marks of His passion for 
our salvation. Still on His breai;t-plate glitter the jewels that bear our 
names. He cannot forget/Us though He hides Himself, He may be 
asleep, but it is in the same vessel with us. and near the helm. He may 
appear to have utterly deserted mi, but "can a-woman forget her suck
ing child that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? 
Yea, they may forget," but Christ will never forget His saints, 

IV. But now, lastly, WHAT IS OUR DCJTY IN SCJCH A PLIGHT? , 
If He is gone, what then ·1 I answer-our dY,t!J is to repent of that whiclt 

has drii•en Him away. We must institute a search at once. Bunyan 
describes the citizens of Mansoul as searching fur the cause why 
Immanuel had withdrawn Himself, aud they took Master Carnal
Security, and burned his house, and hanged him on a gallows on the site 
where the house stood, for it was through feasting with him that the 
Prince was angered, and His subjects lost His presence. Search your
selves if you are not as happy as you were; if you are not living as near 
heaven-gate as you were, search yourselves. 
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.And having FO done, and found out the evil, ask 9race to be purge:;l of it. 
Oh! you will fall i11to that tvil .ag~in if you trust to your own strength, 
but in reliance upon the Hol_v Spirit's power you can overcome it ; you 
can put y@r foot upon the neck of 1.his evil, and so destroy it"that it shall 
not molest you again. . . 

And then, belov!'d, let me earnestly entreat you-and I am speakin~ 
more to myse1f, perhaps, than I am to auy of you-to stfr up your whole 
IIOill to recover lost ground. Be ·ashamed that there id any l, ,s.t, ground to 
recover. Oh! it is easier to lose Christ than it is to find Him after we 
have lost Him. It is easier to go straight on in the strength of grace 
than it is to have to go baok to tind you.r roll which you lo~t under the 
settk in the harbour of ease, a.nd then, after goiug ,back, to huve to gc, 
over the same gro1md. aga:in. Wiheu. you have got the wiugs of an eagle, 
what blessed work i't is to -soar, and to pass over kmg tracks of country. 
:But when the eagle-wing is .gone., and you have to lanp µaiufolly along, 
like David, with broken bouea, it is hard work. Bat, beloved, ii you have 
sli:pp..d at all, a~k grace to reoover now. For my owa part, I ft'el I lmve 
so little grace that I haYe ne-ne to lose. As to falling lnwk-oh ! what 
should we be if we fell at a:U back, fol' we are back enough uow ·! \Ve are_ 
nowhere at all in comparison witli the sa.inta of Gud iu the o1den times. 
We are hut begfoners aud babes, ·but where, where, where shall we be if 
Wil are to go farther back still? Nay, nay, .sovereign grace, .prevent so 
dreadful a catastrophe. Press forward . 

.And, brethren, will it not be a great thing and a right thing for us to 
endeavour to set apart much time for special, prayer that we may liave loll 
groce restored? Si,ould we m,t -twt oor~dves to thi~ one thing, Lhat we 
.must get back by the simplicity of fai.th to th.i cross foot, and by the 
earnestness of l0ve unto the ,bosom of the Master once more, and that wo 
will not be sati8tied with preaching, and praying, and goiug lo places at 
worship, or with. ordiu.anoes, -or with aDJthing, until we get Christ ha.ck 
again ? Oh ! my soul, l .charge thee be coutent with noll1ing till tliou get 
thy Lord again. Say, with the~ housewife I i>pQke of just now, whose 
husband was from home-" Yes, this room shall be decorated, and every 
part of t,he house shall be deanSt!d, but, ah'! the joy of my hear. will be to 
see him return, and until heeome the house cannot be cheerfu;l and joyous." 
It is 1'10 with our souls. We must have the Kiug ,back, and back @oon. 
Rut woen lie doe.s eome back, we ,m-ust hold Hi1n fast, and not let Him 
go. Charge your -eoul11 ta be more ea:reful in the future, lest y,e a~ill 
provoke Him to jealousy. 

Alas for those who never knew my Lord ! Oh ! ma.y they seek Him 
early, aud find Hjm speedily. I,f it is sad. to lose His p~sence im- awhile, 
what must it be to li.ve and <lie without Ohrist? Oh1 that is a biaek 
word for anyone to have written on his hrow-" Without Christ." If you 
11re in that condition, <lear hen,·ei'., niay Divine grace bring you to Chris4 
and Chriet to you, that you may enjoy tlwdeUowship of His love. Amen. 
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tssaus anb fiqrm an ~rligmns Sttbjt.cts. 

GRAPHIC SKETCHES OF 

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND WORK. 

MISS HOPE'S BIBLE-CLASS. 
PART III. 

· No. 4.-Edward Martin, :ige 16. 
His father a very intelligent man; 
his mother an occasional attendant 
at chapd, but cannot get here onen 
on accouut of having a large family ; 
several of the children come to the 
school; all the children are turned out, 
neat,clean,and well-dressed.Ed ward 
has now been in the class fot· two 
years. Has been to me "a great 
plague," but is now one of my 
favourites. Sharp, active, always 
on the move; evidently feels it as 
bad as being placed in the stocks if 
reqnired to be still for five minutes. 
Once asked him if he had ever had 
St. Vitus' dance 1 Replied no; but 
said he could dance, and offered at 
once to give a specimen of his 
ability in that art in the cla~s. if 
teacher would only let hiw. Offer 
respectfully declined. Has a round, 
merry face, if in a good mood, but, 
apparently, ready to do anything 
savage if in a bad one. W'ill be 
put upon by nobody, and -stands up 
for what he conceives to be liis 
rights with all the zeal of a true
born Englishman. Likes to talk of 
soldiers and battle-fields, and has 
himself no disinclination to fight at 
the slightest provocation. Once 
imagined that a boy behind him 

. i.n the school bad stuck a pin in 
him; turned round and bowled the 
poor boy over. Found out aft«r
wards that it was another lad that 
had done the trick. Then made all 

the reparation he could to his vic
tim, by expressing his sorrow and 
mctking him a present of a small 
cricket-ball. On another occasion 
cave a boy what he called "a good 
hi-ding," because he thought he 
spok<tdisre8pectfolly of myself; and 
the.refm·.i got into trotlble over it 
with the boy's parents. Ilis only 
defence was that "nobody should 
say anything against his te,1cher, if 
li., could help it." For six months 
had little control over him; then 
kind counRel began to produce 
effect. He has gradually improved, 
and although often rather rest
Jess,-constitutionally so,-he is 
oue of the mo_st eager to receive 
instruction in the class. Have 
good hope that he will yet be
come a valiant soldier of the cross. 

No. li,-Harry Trueman, age 15. 
Father goes to no place of worship, 
but takes a great interest in social 
and political questions; mother a 
very intelligent and pious woman. 
Ilarry, being the oldest boy, and 
remarkably good - tempered ancl 
/i!enerous, is a favourite both at 
home and abroad. Hfa face beams 
with good humour, and his eyes 
sparkle with fuu. Do not remem
ber ever seeing l1im very serious. 
Generally walks carelessly up the 
school, smiling, as if in the best 
huwour with himself and every
body. Asks plenty of questions, 
and gives l10sts of opinions-his 
own ancl those of otheni. Can 
generally tell an appropriate anec
dote 01· give a good illustration on 
points of the lesson that interest 
him. Will, after an earnest ap
peal, assure me with mock gravity, 
that he intends to turn before he is 
sixty-nine aml a half, and then he 
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sball go in for the religion of his 
mother and teacher. His acquaint
ance with Scripture is remarkable, 
showing that he retains well what 
he is taught. Though hard to deal 
with-often saying intelligent and 
witty things which tend, in spite 
of all I can do, to upset even my 
gravity-I have hope that the time 
will come, in answer to his mother',; 
and teacher's prayers, that he will 
give his life, vivacity, and genial 
disposition to Christ. Truly con
verted, he would be a power for 
good in any church, "gathering 
up the sun beams," and "scattering 
seeds of kindness " wherever his 
lot might be cast. No one hardly 
can help loving him. 

No. 6.-Thomas Henry Marshal!, 
age 16. Parents given to drink, 
and ths house nearly always a 
scene of disorder. This lad the 
worst in the class. Very sharp, 
but wicked and sly. Keeps bad 
company, swears when &.ngry, can 
tell an. untruth to suit his purpose, 
and frequents the theatre. For a 
little while he seemed to be im
pressed, aud promised to mend, 
but soon forgot his vow, and is 
now more hardened than ever. 
Have had difficulty in preventing 
him leading one or two of the other 
scholars astray. The worst of it is, 
he is so sly. Will appear all right 
to your face, and do anything 
behind your back. Ha,e tried all 
kinds of means with him. Talked 
kindly and sternly ; prayed with 
him alone and with others; took 
him home from time to time with 
me to tea; lent him suitable books; 
wrote him letters; made him pre
sents; threatened to have him 
turned out. All, apparently, of no 
use. He comes very irregularly to 
the class, and I expect he will soon 
leave altogether. Many tearn have 
I shed over this poor misguided 
Ind. WLat will his parents have 

to answer for in his case in the dav 
of judgment 1 They build him up 
in his evil doings. At the door of 
their depraved precept and example 
will be Jaid his ruin. 

No. 7.-John Cross, age 16. 
Father dead; mother a poor hard
working woman. Left a widow 
with three children, and strives 
hard to keep a decent home for 
them. John her only boy, and a 
help. Earns six shillings a week, 
and gives up all to his mother, Li 
not a bad-meaning lad, but for 
want of a good father and proper 
attention, has been poorly trained. 
Tried me much wil;h his mischief, 
when I first took the class. Seemed 
to be insensible to kindness, and 
kicked hard against severity. 
Would sulk for two or three 
Sundays, if offended. Superinten
dent, for his bad behaviour, was 
compelled once to turn him out of 
the school ; but he implored to be 
taken back, and asked me to take , 
him into my class. Did so, at the 
request of several, and tried hard 
to manage him. One Sunday he 
would be very good ; the next just 
as bad. Never knew when to have 
him. Was constantly getting him
self into _scrapes with the other 
lads, and had the •character of 
being one of the worst boys in the 
school. His mother troubled sadly 
about it. But, thanks be to God, 
the tide has turned. One Sunday 
he was very bad. Upset greatly, 
yet feeling intensely for his wel
fare, when the rest had left I took 
him aside, talked to him, and spoke 
till the tears rolled down both his 
cheeks and mine. God blessed the 
tearful appeal. From that time a. 
change was noted in bis conduct. 
It was sPen at home and abroad. 
]t was felt in the class. From the 
time he thus experienced a change 
of heart., the cla~s has been a dif
ferent one to teach. Most of tha 
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lads see and feel the difference in 
him, and that.affects them. Never 
had any conception before that the 
-conversion of one lad could make 
such a difference in a class. Already 
I perceive that it has led one of 
the other boys in the class to be 
thoughtful. Before long John hopes 
to be baptised, and become a mem
ber of the church. The change has 
made his mother very happy. 

No. 8.-Joseph Macdonald, age 
. i 5. Both parents very intelligent 
Christians, who &eek to "bring up 
their childen in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord." H is a 
pleasure to visit them and their 
home. J o.~eph, though rather in
dined occasionally for a litLle quiet 
mischief, has always been con
sidered by me as my best boy and 
greatest help. Is always ready 
with his golden text. Asks more 
<1.uestions and answers more than 
any in the cla3s. Keeps the others 
quiet by his example and remon
strances. Loves to be at my side, 
and to listen to what I say. Has a 
good understanding of Scripture, 
and likes to gain fresh information 
with regard to it. Became a candi
date for church fellowship when 
fourteen years of age, and traced 
his first impressions to his mother's 
training, and his final decision to my 
prayer& for him in the class. To the 
daes-room, as a teacher, I owe a 
great deal. What I should have 
done sometimes with my rebellious 
2et, if I could not have knelt down 
and prayed before them, I cannot 
tell. Joseph is only one instance 
of its power. When Sunday-school 
promoters learn to consult their 
best interests, they will pay as 
much attention to the building of 
class-rooms, and even more than to 
the building of the large school
room. My experience teaches me 
that, from a human point of view, 
little good can be expected from 

teaching lads who have got into 
their teens unless they can be 
taught in a private room, where 
their teacher can not only deal with 
them apart from the other scholars, 
but also pray with them. 

With these extracts taken and 
condensed from Miss Hope's pri
vate class-book, we must now bid 
adieu to this earnest teacher and 
her class. Our object has not been 
to write a story, but rather to give 
a series of photographs of scholars 
taken from the life, forming one of 
the most important classes in almost 
every Sunday-school. That being 
our aim, we leave the class and 
Miss Hope in it, trusting that her 
earnest labour in such a class will 
meet with a still more abundant 
reward; and that she may be the 
means yet, with the Divine bless
iug, of bringing every scholar to 
know the Lord. But one question 
we must put, and we put it under 
a sense of deep responsibility. Pre
suming this to be, as we affirm it 
is, a. correct picture of one of our 
senior Bible classes, and that such 
classes a.re to be found by thou
sands in the Sunday-schools of the 
various evangelical denominations 
in the land, can we expect them to 
be properly instructed in Holy 
·writ, and won for Christ, if we 
have not teachers both able and 
willing to cope with them 1 To 
this question only one answer can 
be given. We cannot. For earnest, 
self-denying, persevering, educated 
teachers there never was a greater 
call than in the present age. The 
day has gone by for inefficient 
teachers in Bible-classes. What, 
then, at this crisis, we respectfully 

. ask, is the Church going to do 1 
Will the Church obey the call, and 
make it part of her official work to 
train the needful workers 1 If she 
will, "God will help her, and that 
right early," and our Sunday-
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schools shall yet flourish, and be 
the glory of the land ; but if she 
will not, we can only look legiti
mately for one lamentable result
the young will be lost to the 
Church, and be given over to in
fidelity and ruin. With the secular 
educational agencies now employed, 
combined with tbe evil influences 
that are ever at work to entrap 
unwary youth, the hour has now 
come for the Church to lose no 
further time, but, putting forth all 
her spiritual strength, to " arise 
and be doing." 

LED BY THE SPIRIT. 

BY W, ABBOTT. 

, " For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God they are tho sons of God." 
-RoM. viii. 14. 

Tms is a vital subject. It affects 
the life of our souls. On this the 
.Apostle is explicit and positive. 
He is desirous that we should not 
deceive ourselves. He shows up 
the idea in its two sides. "If any 
man has not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His." '' For as many· 
as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God." Thus 
the want of the Spirit and its 
sad consequences, the possession of 
the Spirit and its great blessings 
are clearly set before us in these 
verses. We have here to do with 
the latter. 

I.-The leadings of the Spirit 
of God. The Spirit is capable of 
acting upon our minds ; he does so 

'in a manner that is in accordance 
with the laws of mind. In his 
leadings he uses means by which 
he inftuences us. 

The Spirit leads to the Bible. 
Oar·right ideas of law and gospel 
are from His teaching. Sin blinds 

our minds as to the true ideas of 
both, and alienates and prejudices 
our hearts. B,Y His light tbe law 
shows our sins, and the gospel· 
shows the Saviour. He toms His 
light upon us and showa us what 
we are; sins forgotten and hidden, 
sins not p1·eviously admitted as 
such, are now felt to be so, are 
mourned over, and forgiveness. 
sought. Thus the Spirit prepares 
Us for the Saviour, to hear about 
Him, come to Him, and rest in 
Him. He makes us feel that we· 
need a whole, full, and free Saviour. 
He leads us to Him to be pardoned, 
cleansed, renewed, saved, and so be 
made happy in Him. 

Tbe Spirit leads to God. "Show• 
us the Father and it suffices uo.'• 
Lead us to the Father and it suf
fices us. The Spirit leads us to 
God by Jesus the Son of God. He 
says, "No man comes to the Father· 
but by Me." We are saved as we 
thus come to God. Afar from God 
we are unsaved ; near to God we 
are saved. "But now in Christ 
Jesus, ye who were sometime afar 
off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ." "By grace are y,:, saved 
through faith." God is our all
sufliciency. In Him we find our 
all and in all. There is nothing 
out of God-nothing beyond God. 
Heaven is found in God. The pre
sence of God fills heaven as a place, 
and makes heaven as a state. 'l'he 
Spirit thus leads us to God that we
may trust in Him, commune with, 
love, serve, and rejoice in Him. It 
is only as we can love and rejoice 
in God that we rightly know Him. 

II.-The leadiuga of the Spirit 
of God exert on us a spiritual power. 
This is seen in a docile disposition, 
a desire to be taught and helped by 
Him, Such is His manner of act
ing on our rnini!s that it leads to 
docility. The subjects He brings 
before us impress and interest us. 
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He makes us feel that we have a 
personal interest in them ; that 
they are words in season, and full 
of spiritual good to us. He induces 
in us a willing obedience. The 
mind convinced as to what is right, 
the will freely carries out the l)Oll

viction. " When Thou shalt en
larg~ my heart, I will ruu the way 
of Thy commandments." "I de
light to do Thy will, 0 God." A 
patient endurance of trials is also 
of the Spirit. The Spirit helps our 
infirmities so that we look at our 
trials in a new light, as designed 
for our good, so that instead of 
being fretful, we seek to be patient 
and hopeful. "Patient in trib11la
tion; continuing instant in prayer; 
rejoicing in hope." 

III.-The lea<lings 0£ the Spirit 
of God result in the manifestation 
of sonship-" sons of God." God 
has graciously "predestinated us 
to the adoption of children by 
,Tesus Christ." "For ye are all the 
ehildren of God by faith in Christ 
. Jesus." "And because ye are" 

MR. SYMOND'S RUT. 
' 1 How do you like our new minis
ted" said Deacon Clark to Mr. 
Symonds, who· was not a church 
member, but was a g1·eat stickler 
for morality of conduct, as being 

· sufficient for any one's salvation. 
"I thought him,on first acquaint

ance, a wide-a.wake, sensible ma.n, 
ready to meet the den:ia.nds of the 
age in hia pulpit ; but I confess to 
disappointment in his preaching," 
was the reply. 

" Why, I like bis sermons very 
much," said the deaoon. "What 
is the matter with him?'' 

sons (and not slaves) "God has sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts. crying, Abba, Father.'' 
\Ve are thus brought into a spiri
tual, intimate, happy, and hopeful 
relationship. All this is accordino
to the riches of His grace. Wear~ 
also made partakers of a new and 
spiritual nature-a nature to cor
respond with and to fit us for the 
new relationship. We "are par
taker:;, of the Divine nature, are 
"new creatures in Christ .Jesus," 
are " born again of the Spirit."• 
Thus glorious prospects open before.
us. Connected with the spiritual 
life in our souls are new spiritual 
ideas, affections, joys, and hopes. 
"If children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ ; 
if so be that we sutfer with Him, 
that we may be also glorifie,l 
together." 

"Lead us to heaven, the soul of bliss, 
Where pleasure in perfection is." 

Blunham . 

"He don't get out of the old 
ruts," was the auswel'. "Instead 
of aiming ~t someU1ing definite, like 
dishonesty, drnnkenness, profanity, 
or Sabbath-breaking, he is everlast
ingly talking about repent11.nce and 
faith. He sticks to the same road 
that old Parson Folson travelled 
before him for twenty-eight years. 

" He hasn't been here long yet, 
but I think we have had a number 
of practical sermons," said the 
deacon. 

" Yes," said Ml'. Symonds ; "he 
did give us a very good one on 
benevolence, and another on idle 
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words, but in both cases he took 
the edge off, by saying there could 
not be the least success in reform
ing the character unless one began 
by exercising repentance and faith, 
No, he is afraid or uuable to get 
<>1it of the ruts. If he happens to, 
he gets back as quickly as pos-
sible." · 

The deacon looked aroused at 
this, and straightened up his tall 
form, as he replied with some 
vigour: " Don't you approve of 
direct preaching, Mr. Symonds J" 

"Most certaiuly, sir; and I want 
to see sinners hit," was the reply. 

".And those most in danger mosi 
faithfully preached to 1" 

"Yes, of course," 
"Well, sir," continued the deacon, 

"you know I am · in the habit of 
saying plainly what I mean, and 
you will not be offended when I say 
that I think our new I\linister is 
iP"ecisely of your opinion, and if he 
sticks to the old ruts in his preach
ing, it is because sinners stick to 
the old ruts in their practice. He, 
n doubt, considers you in the most 

-dangerous condition of any sinner 
tinder his charge, and he does not 
dare to leave you in the fearfully 
-deep rut you are travelling in with
out continual effort to get you out. 
You think, if you _can appear up
l'ight outwardly, the state of your 
heart towards God is of no conse
quence. Now an outwardly wicked 
man might have his conscience 
alarmed by his own evil deeds, and 
.so is more likely to be saved. Our 
minister realises that though "mau 
Jooketh on outward appearance, God 
looketh on the. heart," and that if 
He could induce you to exercise 
1·epentance and faith in yo11r heart, 
your outward morality would fol
low as a matter of course. 

'' Don't waste your probation, 
Mr. Symonds, trying to put new 
eloth npon an old garment, to find 

at -last you have only your own 
righteousness; which is but filthy
rags, in which to appear before God. 
'Make the tree good, and the fruit 
will be good.'" 

The deacon stopped rather sud
denly in his vehemently preaching, 
with a choke in his voice. He had 
a warm heart, and his emotions 
were apt to get the better of him. 
He had that rare gift, that his feel
ings were easily and deeply moved 
in view of old truths and plain oft
told doctrines. 

Mr. Symonds went his way, and 
business absorbed him for some 
hours. In the twilight he sat in 
his office alone, and the conversa
tion of the morning came back 
forcibly to his mind. 

-" Such sinners as you are in the 
most dangerous condition." 

He was not accustomed to being 
treated as a sinner. He felt a little 
angry and di8quiete<l, and cast 
about in his mind for a proof that 
the deacon was wrong. 

He began to review the day just 
past, and from that his whole life. 
The strictest obstlrver would have 
called it an honest, upright life, in 
all outward showing, and marked 
the frequent deeds of benevolence 
that appeared in it. But it did not 
satisfy Mr. S-- as it usually had. 

" It is no credit to you," said his 
conscience, " Your natural dis
position and favourable circum
stances have made it easier for you 
to be an outwardly good man than 
not. What temptation have you 
ever had to drink, for instance P 
Many a poor wretch that has at 
last lain down in a drunkard's 
grave, has struggled harder against 
this vice than you ever did in your 
life agaim1t any. Then Low amply 
has your benevolence been rewarded 
by the praise of your fellow-men!" 

"You have done your duty to 
your fellow-men," continued con-
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science, with startling emphasis, 
"but how much have you cared 
about pleasing God 11ll your life 
long? God, who placed you where 
you could hardly help being moral 
and upright, also said : 'Give Me 
thine heart.' What is it to send a 
load of wood to a poor widow, when 
all the trees of the forests are his 
to supply his poor saints with. You 
never give a cup of cold water for 
Jesus' sake." 

Mr. Symonds ftilt confounded by 
his- own reflections. " It is true,'" 
he acknowledged, to himself, " my 
situatiou is dangerous." He pon
dered the matter for several weeks. 

He could not get back hi~ old 
complacent feeling. At last- it 
was the hardest thing he ever did
he went to the minister. Said he : 
"I am getting old, anfl I find that 
my good character and deeds, that 
I have always depenued on to 
justify me before God, do not seem 

sufficient as formerly. I a.m con
vinced that although I have done 
well by my neighbour, I have not 
loved God with all my heart-in 
fact not at all-and there, I feel, is 
the worst place to fail. How can I 
undo the past 1 How ca.n I secure 
that, in the future, I shall place 
God first in my motives 1" 

The moralist had found himself 
in the minister's rut. Repentance 
and faith were the only things to 
meet the case of this calm, correct, 
moral man, who worked out his 
salvation in such a business-like 
way, as they had also been essential 
to Deacon Clark, wheu, years be
fore, a. wild, impulsive, reckless 
youth, he had had what people call 
a sudden con version, and became 
the warm-hearted emotional Chris
tian. 

" He that into Christ's kingdom comes 
Must enter by this door." 

W:king.s irabc anh l) ltasant. 

SUPPLY EXPERIENCES. 

III. 

A SATURDAY NIGHT ADVENTURE, 

"JUST gone, Sir," wafl the reply of 
a bustling guard to my question 
concerning the train for S--. 
"How long to wait for the next 1" 
I anxiously inquire. "Four hours," 
answers the guard, and hurries off 
perfectly unconcerned, leaving me 
in a state of rniud only to be under
stood by those who have passed 
through similar experiences. Per
haps human patience is at no time 
so severely taxed as when waiting 
at a railway station. I have some-

times wondered whether it would 
not have upset the calm equa.nimity 
of Socrates, if he had lost his train 
and had to wait four hours at King's
cross. I think it would. Having 
a copy of Edwards on. the Will in 
my bag, I endea.voured to occupy 
the time with its perusal, but a.11 
my endeavours to follow the good 
President's thoughts were vain. 
Even the usual station bustle grows 
somewhat monotonous when looked 
at by the hour together, and long 
before my four hours were passed, 
I had grown quite tired of the old 
lady who will go wrong and con
siders herself insulted when any 
one offers to set her right. Of the 
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ruddy-faced countryman staring 
about him in open-mouthed wonder, 
and even of the pranks of the enter-• 
prising news-boys. Outside a fine 
rain was steadiJy falling, covering 
the pavement with that greasy mud 
11ecnliar to London. "I hope I 
shan't have far to walk when I geL 
to S--,'' thought r, country lanes 
are not pleasant iu this sott of 
weather. .At length the long hours 
:passfd away, and ensconced in a 
~owfortable carriage, things began 
to wear a more hopeful appearance, 
although the patter of the rain 
:,gaiust the windows told that the 
weather was still unpropitious. It 
was about half-past ten o'clock 
whe~ I alighted at S--, cougra
tula.trng myself that my difficnlties 
were at an end. Alas! they had 
1:>egun. "Is there not any one here 
fro~ B-- 1" I inquired of the 
sta~wn-master. "No, sir," was tlie 
ommous reply; "there was at the 
fast trniu; but there's no one to 
meet this." Thinking, perhap~, 
they had mistaken the time I 
waited, but after a quarter of' an 
hour, as no one had come I deter
mined to brave the rain ;nd dark
ness and walk the distance. On 
communicating this to the station
master, he gave it as his opinion 
that l had btitter not, and told me 
t~at the E-- carrier was mo»t 
likely at the Red Lion, and if sober 
would be glad to take me over. To 
the Red Lion accordingly I went, 
:11:d fou_nd that the carrier (who re
JOJCed in tae melodious name of 
Gudgeon) wa.'i still there. It re
quired the exertion of all my per
suasive powen1 to get Mr. Gudgeon 
to leave l:tis companions, as he pro
tested that he had been out in the 
~et all day, and in consequence was 
· very dry and no mistake." At 

last, however, he was indt1ced to 
start, and in a heavy rain and total 
darkness we commenced om· journey 

to B--. It was a by no mea,11s 
pleasant ride. Mr. Gudgeon, elated 
by his potations, was desirous of 
showing me the pace at which his: 
rnare could travel, while the jolting 
of the cart made one fear "a shoot" 
into the nearest ditch every mo
ment. Thanks, however, to the 
sagacity of the horse, rather than to 
the skill of the driver, these variecl 
dan~ers were surmounted, and a 
few lights in the distance told that 
we were nearing B--. 

Bt1t my difficulties were not yet 
at an end. The letter I had re
ceived was written by the minfater, 
and cfa.ted from another place ; it 
gave neitlier the name nor address. 
of the friend wieh whom I was to 
stay. I asked Mr. Gudgeon if he 
cot1ld tell me who were the deacons 
of the B,,ptist chapel. But his in
formation did not lie in that direc
tion; he could take me totheminis
ter's house, however, and there, ac
cordingly, I was set dcwn, at 12: 
o'clock, quite wet through, I had to 
call in help from a neighbouring cot
tage before I could make any one 
hear at tlie minister's, and when at 
last a head was thrust forth from a 
bedroom window, it was to inform 
me that I must walk another mile 
to "the mill," where I was to sleep. 
After a weary walk and awaking 
the wrong household, I reached my 
destination thoroughly wearied, an,! 
h:wing caught a cold which lastetl 
me for months. 

This little history is an instance
of the difficulties which'' supplies" 
sometimt>s have to encnnnter, diffi
culties whi:::h might often bti p1·e
vented by more deiailed instruc
tions being sent to tho~e who it 
shoultl be remembered are often 
entire strangers to the place t!> 
which they are asked. 

Erit/1. J, E. :M. 
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A REMARKABLE record occurs in 
the old church-book of Worsteacl, 
Norfolk. A Christian woman, 
afflicted with a cancer, or possibly 
a tumour, who appeared to be 
-0.rawing very near her end, had a 
.strong desire to be baptised. Her 
medical attendaut assured her that 
tmch a step would be attended with 

fatal consequences. N otwithstand"' 
ing thereruoustrancesof her friends, 
she pel'sisted in ca1-rying out her 
wishes, arid it being winter the ice 
haJ to be broken for the ordinance.' 
Strange to relate, from that time 
she began to improve in health, 
lived many years afterwards, and 
ultimately died of small-pox. 

~bums. 

17m Gift of God. A Series of Ad- ' The Book of Pmverl,s. Yersified hv 
dresses. Dv THEODOirn l\loson. ' .Tosu.uBiuscoE. (Houston and Son;, 
(Morgan and Scott, 12, Paternoster- Paternoster-row.) 
row.) 

THESE addresses were delivered at the 
Union Conference for the Promotion of 
Scriptural !Ioliness,hcld ut Freemasons' 
Hall, London, 1876. Wo have hero the 
earnest outpourings of a spiritual mind 
yearning after and desiring the entire 
-consecration of all God's childron in 
soul-communion and constant devoted
ness to tho glory of God. Wo do not 
for one moment acc~pt all that has been 
said on this subJect,<ITen by sincere and 
good men. Yet we are fully aware und 
upprociate the weight of many of their 
utterances. 

In this work we meet with passages 
that a.ro soul-searching, and demand the 
most prayerful attention. We select 
-0ne: '' You tell me, If a man is con
verted he is consecrated. Very well. 
Then, on tl,e otl,er hand, if a man is not 
consec,-ated he is not conrerted. Snch is 
the searching question that will have to 
go round the churches, sending every 
,one to his knees before God. And if 
he 'finds out, after all, that lic is living 
. a life -of which he is the mast-or, he will 
have to ask of G-0d's Word and SpiTit 
v,hethet· he ever was cooverted .or Dot." 
These /i,ies have a pierci11g ii-ng about 
:/hem. · 

'\\"ll have frequently arh-ised our young 
friends to start in life by making tho 
Book of ProYerbs their guide-book, 
companion, and counsellor; believing 
it would-

" So ve tlrnm from ten thousand snares, 
To mind its teacl.tings young." 

'We are, therefore, pleased with this 
tempting little book. Our friend has 
done good in publishing it, a.nd, while 
charming us with the .proverbs in verse, 
has preserved as nearly as possible the 
language of the sacred text. 

ll:IAGAZIXES A~D PAMPHLETS. 

llfi-. Jolin Gadsby searched Out •. 
.Apart from Baptism. By J.E. SMITH, 
Arkesden, Bishops' Stortford. (llart 
and Sem, Saffron Walden.) Some sharp 
thingJ! have been said, which ha Ye called 
forth this retort. We are grieved when 
Christian men dip their pens in gal] . 
We have known John Gadsbyfor year~, 
and while having no · sympathy with 
him in -some of his views, always he
lie'>ed him to 'he a sincere Ch~istian 
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man. We believe in the power of love 
e.nd the language of love, therefore ure 
sorry for the harshness me.nifested in 
this controversy; and, at least on one 
of the subjects, are more disposed to go 
with Dr. Gill than with the writer of 
The Grave. 

The Village Traged!t: " Prepare to 
]leetthy God." Founded on Fact. (El
liot Stock, 62, Paternoster-row.) A 
touching tale in verse. 

The Quade,·ly Record of tne Trini
tarian Bi/Jle Society. Very interesting. 
W o wish it and the Society richest 
blessings. 

Emngelical Ch,·istendom. (W. J. 
Johnson, 12 l, Fleet-street.) Contains 
a full report of the conference of the 

A HBL'\ FOR SU:KDAY MOR~I:KG. 

BY DA. WSON BU!iNS, )LA. 

ON this happy Sabbath morn, 
Bo our pre.iscs heavenward borne; 
May our thanks, 0 God, arise 
An accepteu sacrifice. 

Let no doubts or fears peri,lex, 
Let no cares our bosom vex ; 
But let wounded spirits feel 
Thou art present, Lord, to heal! 

Evangelical Alliance, held in Southport, 
Lancashire. 

The Baptist :Magazine. (12, Castle
street, Holborn.) Contains a good de
scriptive leader on the autumnal meet
ings at Birmingham. 

Swm·d and Trowel. (Passmore anir 
Alabaster.) The chapter on "Our 
Canal Population" we are glad to see: 
Can endorse every word of the inter
esting and painful story. 

Ar PROVED :-General Baptist, R~
liyious L{/e in the Rural Districts (by 
John Clifford, l\I.A., LL.D.), The Ap
peal, Biblical .Muse1tm, and Tear.he,-.,• 
Sto,·ehouse. Also our always welcome 
friends, The Baptist, and The Freema11. 

JI.lay Thy grace in softness fall 
Like the dew upon us all ; 
And Thy Spirit's might control 
Every motion of the soul. 

Let our earthly worship be 
From all stain of evil free; 
While Thy Son, within tho veil, 
Intercedes, and must prevail. 

Gladdened with Thy smiling face, 
We shall run the heavenward race·. 
Strengthened by supplies divine, · 
May we live entirely Thine! 

WE want fruitage on our barren fig-trees, and Saviour-like men who 
will go in and eat with, as well as pray for, the publicans. We want 
piety that shall not be afraid to take vice and ignorance and impurity by 
the hand and lead them up to its own pure, enlightened and virtuous 
level. We want honesty, inspired by something higher than fear of the 
jail. "-The Golden Rule. 
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CH.\SGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

IlRIERCLIFFE, LANCASHIRE. - Mr. J. 
Lloyd, of Pontypool College, has ac
cepted the pastorate of the above 
church. 

Rev. E. Mason, of Attleborough, has 
· accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church in London-road, Lowo
stoft. 

Illr. N. Rogers, of the Pastors' Col
lege, has accepted the invitation to the 
pastorate of the church, U ppor Stratton, 
::iwindon, Wilts. 

llfr. Bloy, of the Pastors' College, has 
accepted the cordial invitation of the 
church at Forncett, Norfolk, to become 
its pastor. 

Rev. John Aldis has resigned the 
pastorate of George-street Chapel, Ply
mouth, owing to the physical wea.kness 
produced by advancing age. 

Rev. W. P. Laurence, late of Gilling
ham, has accepted the pastorate of the 
church at Westend, Westbury, Wilts. 

Mr. H. Davis, of the Pastors' College, 
has accepted an unanimous invitation 
to the pastorate of the Baptist church, 
Ottery St. Mary. 

Mr. J. T. Roberts has resi.g-ned the 
pastorate of Trinity Church, West Rot. 
ford. 

Rev. Alfred Bax, of Battersea, has 
received a call to tile pastorate of 
Salter's-hall chapel, Islington. 

Rev. J. Williams, B.A., late of Aber
gavenny, has accepted the cordial and 
unanimous invitation of tho church in 
Hereford to become its pastor. 

Mr. William Evans, of Bristol Col
lege, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the cilurch at Blockley, 
Worcestershire. 

Mr. W. Higgins, of the Pastors' Col
lege, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the chnrch, ~t. George's
.street, Ipswich. 

ALl'ERro)i, MIDDLESEX.-Rev, W. 

Pontifex, of Hayle, Cornwall, has ac
cepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church at Alperton. 

GILLINGHAM, DORSET.-Rev. T. Hay
den, of Swanwick, has accepted an in
vitation of this church. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

AT John-street Chapel, Bedford-row, 
the Rev. John Collins, late of Pengo, 
was recognised as pastnr of the congre
gation meeting there, on Tuesday even
ing, Octobei· 31. Mr. Spurgeon preaciled 
in the afternoon on the words, "I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee." In 
the evening there was a largely at
tended public meeting, which was ad
dressed by the newly-chosen pastor, 
and by tho Revs. T. Pottinger, J, H. 
Cooke, of Richmond, Joseph Halsey, of 
Anerley, and W. II. Burton. 

The recognition services havo j nst 
been held in connection with the settle
ment of the Rev. J. K. Chappelle as 
pastor of the Shore Chapel, Todmorden. 
The Rev, ',\"m. Underwood, D.D., gave 
the charge to the minister, and the Rev. 
R. H. Bttyly, of Oldham, to the church 
and congregation_. 

Recognition services were held at 
Romney-street Chape1, Westminster, on 
the afternoon and es-ening of T.ucsday, 
November 7th, in connection with the 
settlement of Mr. H. Tarrant, of Mr. 
Spurgeon's College, as pastor of tile 
church. Rev. J. Hiles Hitchens pro
posed the usual questions, and offerod 
the ordination prayer. The charge to 
the pastor was delivered by the Rev. 
G. Rogers. At the second meeting, 
presided over by Rav. Samuel Martin, 
the charge to the church s.as delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Davies, followed by 
addresses from the Rovs. W. Usher, G. 
Rogers, R. J. Thomas, D. Asquith, aml 
T. L. Edward~. 
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NEW CIIAPEL8. 

SERVICES in connection with the open
ing of the new chapel at Darking, in 
the Junction-road, ha,.o been held. 
Rev. J. P. Chown preached in tho after
noon and evening to crowded congrega
tions. The se,-viccs were continued 
on Sunday, when Rev. C. Bailhache 
preached twice. The pastor, the Rev. 
D. Davies, stated that t,>o years ago, 
when ho took the oversight of tho 
church, they had £.36.:; tow:mls ~ho 
erection of the building. Tho expense 
of the lmilding, tho purchaw of the 
site, &c., would be about .£1,600, of 
which sum £1,25() had been raisecl, 
lea Ying £3:iO yet to be contributed. The 
c.ollections amounted to £70. 

A new chapel in tho (Jothic style, 
capable of seating 360 person.~, was 
opened in J,'imibury-road, Wood-green, 
on tho 2nd of November, for the con
gregation which has been worshipping 
at the iron chapel in the Nightingale
road, under the pastorate of tlce l{ev. 
.James Pugh. The total cost, including 
llChoolroom, is £Z,!li\5. ::IIr. Pugh states 
that the congregation had never been 
in e::ttcess of ono hundred, and there 
was.not a rfoh man arrwngst thetn, but 
out of the £P7 4 that had been rnfaod, 
£785 had resnltod from bazaars, collec
tions, and subscriptions amongst the 
congregation, which was more than £7 
per head. The opening sermon was 
preached by Rev. J. R. Wood; the 
evening meeting was presided over by 
.James Benham, Esq. On the following 
da.y Rov. W. T. Hendetson preached in 
the morning and the pastor in the 
evening. 

The opening services of the new 
chapel and schoolrooms of tho branch 
church from Oxford-road, )Ianchcstcr 
(Rev. A. 1\l'Laren's), took place at 
Ulowos-street, West Gorton, October 
}Ith. This mission church is tho out
come of a small Sunday-school effort 
started upwards of fourteen years ago. 
'.lihe school has grown from about 50 
scholars and a small band of teachers, 
SQIJle of whom yet remain, to a staff of 
a~ teachers, with about 650 scholars, of 
whom 250 are ov.er fourteen years of 
age. Conversion.g, among the childn,n, 

and by religions services among tb,:,
parentH and snnonnding neig-hbonrs, 
fod to th~ formation of a church, which 
after eight years has grown to a mem
bership of 110. The new buildings 
have cost £3,40(); £3,050 had. been 
raise,l previous to the opening. The 
ser.ices yicltied in all £150. 

~IISCELLANEOUS. 

A bazaar, under the patronage of the 
Right Hon. Lord Hennikor, and Sir E. 
0. Kenison, Bart., in aid of tlrn funds 
for purchasing a minister's honse in 
Mnncction with the church in ~ye, 
8affolk, has recently be.en held. 'l'he 
hot1se had been bought by the mem,ber& 
of the congregation for Rev. W. W. 
Ifaincs, at a cost of £400, half of which 
harl already been given. The proceed,,_ 
of the bazaar and a t0a held in the 
evening amounted lo £GO. 

Por:rs:11oi:ru.-LAKE-Roln CHAPEL. 
-The pastor's seventh anniversary wa ... 
celebrated ,y edneaday, Sept. 13. It was 
a high day. Rev. C. H. Spurgeon. 
preached in the afternoon from 1 Chron. 
xxviii. ::I : " If thou seek Him, He wiU 
bG found of thee ;" ancl in the evening 
.Tohn iv. 11, "From whence, then, hast 
Thon that living water?" Tho chapel 
was densely crowded. The mayor and 
mayoress, and tho pastor, '1'. W. :Med
lrnr.st, accompanied lllr. Spurgeon to 
the platform. The collections towards. 
liquidating the chapel debt realised a 
little over £100. At the conclusion of 
the evening service, llfr. Spurgeon 
'":irmly thanked the friends who so
constantly aided him by contributing 
to the Pastors' College and the Stock
well Orphanage, and expressed his. 
pleasure in being present, as he harl 
given them two pastors-Rev. E. G. 
Uange, of Broadmead Chapel, Bristol, 
nnd Rev. T. W. Medhnrst, his first 
student. The annual tea meeting was, 
held on Tuesday evening, Oct. 24. 
Overeighthundred persons were present 
to tea. In the evening the piistor, T, 
W. llfodhurst, presided, and gave read
inas from Uncle Tom's Cabin, nan·ating 
t!i: death of Eva, interspersed with 
singing of app1· .. priate pieces by a ~elect 
thoir. The large chapel was full. • 
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&ma GREEN, BucKI~GHA'llsnrRE.
·,rhc Sunday.school anniversary in c~n
nootiou with the Baptist Chapel at this 
plMe was held on Snnday, Sept 24, 
when recitations were given by many 
•of the scholars, and Rev. W. ll. Ilob
ling, of Gold-hill, gave an address to 
the children in the afternoon, and to 
the teachers and friends in the cvooing; 
ltnd on the Tuesday fol1owing the chil
dren partook ot their annual treat. A 
public tea, which was followed by a 
meeting in the chapel, was densely 
,erowded, The chair was occupied by 
Rev.· W. B. Hobling. J. Rackham 
offered the introductory prayer, and 
the children gave many recitations and 
'-lialogu{l9. Addresses were gi .en by 
'.\fossrs. llobling, Rackhnm, ancl Stone, 

ULVERSTo:-;, LANCASHlRE.-The win
ter session of the Bible class in con
nection with the Baptist Chapel, was 
.._,pened on Friday, 13th inst., with a 
tea and public meeting, Rev. T. Lard
ner in tho chair. Short and earnest 
.-addresses were given by seveml of the 
young men members. Some very suit-
1,ble pieces were sung by the choir, 
under the. leadership of Mr. E. Salmon, 
:Miss Iluddleston ably presiding at the 
harmonium. Altogether the meeting 
was of a most pleasing and satisfactory 
-t-hara<iter. 

The annual meetings of the Baptist 
Union and Home Mission of Scotland 
were in,iugurated by a sermon pteached 
an Dublin-street Chapel, Edinburgh, by 
the Rev. Hugh Sto,vell Brown, on be
half of the Home Missionary Society. 
The business of the Union commenced 

,on Wednesday morning in Bristol-street 
Chapel. A council -of the Union was 
held in Dublin-street Chapel in the 
. afternoon, at which new churcbeg .at 
L0r,wick, .Dun:i.barton, and St. Forgns, 
Aberdeenshire, were received into the 
Union·. Mr. Howard Bowser stated that 
font gentlemen had offered £2,500 to 
.start a debt liquidating and church 
building fund; but no resolution was 
arrived at as to what form this fun<l 
iihonlii take. In the evening a public 
conference was held, at which the snb
.focb discussed ·was " The United Action 
of the Churches," in.troducod by tho 

'•' . 

Rev. S. Chapman. Re,vs, Dr. Landels, 
G. T. Hagen, l\Ir. Kewman, and others 
took part in the discussion. 'l'he Uni.on 
resumed its sittings on Thursday. Tha 
president resigned his position, and in~ 
traduced his successor-Rev. Dr. Pater• 
son, Glasgow. Dr. Patorson then de
livered his inaugural address, entitled, 
"The Simplicity of God's Kingdom on 
the Earth," in which he urged the cul
tivation of the simplicity of the first 
ago. The secretary, Rev. W. Tulloch, 
read the report, from which it app%red 
that three new churches h{l.d been·ailded 
to the Union, :and three new stations 
formed. Four places of worship had 
been opened, 11ml eight morn were in 
course of erection, or about to a.~ noons 
menced. The, treasurer's report stated 
that the totai receipts amounted ti> 
£1,069 ls. 2d., and the total expemH~ 
tnre to £707 12s. 4d, On the evening 
of the same day a public meeting of 'the 
Home lliission!try Society was held, pre
sided over 'by Mr. Lawrence Pullar, · 

On Friday, Oct. 20, the ann\V'eTSary 
sermon-at Providone·eChapel, lfouMl<rn·, 
was preached by the Rev. J. P. Ch<,,vn. 
A very interesting public meeting wa-s 
held in th1l evflning, and on Sunday, 
Oct. 22, sermons were preached by, lk. 

, W. J. Mathams, ef Regent's-park Col• 
1cge, and the Rev. W. A. Blake, of 
Brentford. Collections were made at 
the close ,of aU the services on behalf 
of the Re!l'ent's-p!trk College Preaching 
Station Society. 

Anniversary -Bervices w>ere held ·iit 
Praod-street Oh&pel, Cl.et. lotb, lltth. 
Preachers, J. Fletcher and J. Oliiffor<I. 
R. Johnson, Esq., presi1ed at the p'llblil-: 
meeting, ·and addresses were given- by 
Revs, D. Burns, M.A., J. Fletcher, W. 
Reynolds, and Me!!srs. G. F. Ba-yley, T . 
P. Dexter, 11,nd W. G. Newstead. Thll 
report-forty-four baptised•, net gain~ 
fourteen. Finance, in round fi.,.ure11 
-Ohurch fund, £~99 ; Sunday-s";,,hoo1 
work, £88 ; ministry to poor, £41!,; 
church poor fund, :£74; tempere:nee 
work, £22 ; Dorcas, £12 ; hospt'ta!~, 
,£·JO ; Bulgarian relief, £15 Hls. ; · Low
don Baptist Asseciation,. £14 · 1 OB. • 
colbige, £21; ·Foreign Mission, £'lt>4: 
Young_:Men's Seciety;d:!16; Westbonrn~ 
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park Chapel Fund, :f!.1,266: total, 
£2,400. 

LoNDON BAPrIST AssOCI..I.TlON.-The 
quarterly meeting was held on Tuesday, 
Oct. 24, in Bloomsbury Chapel. The 
meeting of pastors was held, as usual, 
in the morning. A paper was read by 
Rev. Dawson Burns, M.A.,subject" The 
Claims of the Temperance movement 
upon our Ministers and Members." The 
pastors and delegates met at hall-past 
three o'clock. Rev. C. Stanford gave 
an address on "Prayer for Signs and 
Wonders." At seven o'clock a pul,lic 
meeting was held, the president in the 
chair, and addresses were given by 
Revs. R. H. Roberts, B.A., W. Stott, 
and C. lI. Spurgeon. 

On Tuesday afternoon, November 
21, at Ll'iwer Norwood, the Rev. J. T. 
Wigner, as president of the London 
Baptist Association, laid the founda
tion-stone of the new " Association " 
Chapel for 1876-that is, towards the 
costof which the Association contribute 
£1,000. The building is to cost £5,000, 
exclllsive of spire, and is intended, 
when complete with galleries, to ac
commodate 1,000 persons. The Rev. 
J. G. Wigner's church presented the 
site, at a cost of £500, and various 
other contributions, including one of 
:f!.50 from Mr. Spurgeon, bringing up 
the total amount subscribed to some 
£2,000, were placed upon the stone. 
The Revs. J. A. Brown, W. P. Cope, 
J.P. Chown, A. G. Brown, and others, 
took part in the proceedings, at which 
there was a good attendance, as also at 
a subsequent meeting in Messrs. 
Willoughby's sale-rooms opposite. 

WEST CROYDON,-The Weat Croydon 
Young Men's Bible-class (Rev. J. A. 
Spnrgeon's) held their annual meeting 
on Tuesday evening last, when con
siderable progress was reported. Dur
ing the evening they presented to Mr. 
White, a local missionary for sixteen 
years, who is just leaving for. the 
Australian Colonies, a purse of money 
in token of their love and esteem, .the 
church also adding a contribution. 

RYDE, ISLE OF WIGBT.-The annual 
local meetings in aid of our missionary 
society have just been held. ·-On·the 
Thursday a large number sat down to 

a tea in the lecture-hall adjacent tho 
chai,el in George-street, and the wife of 
the Rev. J. Smith, of Delhi, afterwards 
delivered an address to the la.alee 
present. A public meeting followed jn, 
the chapel, when there was a large 
attendance of members and friend" 
from both this church and Park-road 
Chapel, The Rev. F. Trestrail pre
sided, and was supported by the Rev. 
J. Smith, of Delhi, and the Revs. 
Theodore Hooke, J. Harrison, and J. R. 
Chamberlain. A collection in aid of 
the mission was made. On the Sunday 
morning the Rev. Clement Bailha.che . 
preached in George-street Chapel, and 
in the evening at the Park-road Chapel.. 
Collections were again made. 

We regret to hear that the Rev. 
J. C. Page, late missionary at Dazjee
ling, India, and who, by his sterling 
eloquence, attained considerable popu
larity on his recent visit to this country, 
has been declared by his medical 
advisers to be physically unfit for 
further service through illness, really 
brought on by overwork. The Baptist 
Missionary Committee, in recognition 
of the excepticnal ability and devoted 
zeal with which he has so long dis
charged his duties and extended the 
cause of Christianity, granted to him a 
retiring annual allowance equal to the 
amount of his salary. He has already 
removed to Calcutta, and purposes 
spending the winter in Sicily for th1> 
benefit of his health. His loss is. 
greatly deplored by the committee. 

BAPTISllS. 
Al>tra~=-Nov. 2, One, by Thos. Ricb&rds, 
Aberdau.-Oct. 11, Throe; OcL lli, Four; 

Nov. U, Four, by T. Jones. 
Aberdeffl,-Oct. 29, Two, by J. Brown. 
Appl~t.-Nov. l>, Four, by B. B. CI&re. 
.t!rlhog.-OcL 18, Two, by W. llees. 
.Attl,oorough.-OcL 18, Two, by E. M&Bon. , 
.Bala,-Oct. 29, Two, by H. Morgan. 
Bea"forl.-Nov. 6, .. ~ Si10&m Chapel, Two, 

by J. Willcox. 
BirJ:by, Huddersfleld.-Nov. 11 FJve, by T. 

W. Ward. 
BladJl<ld.-OcL 29, Four, by W. H. Payne. 
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~-Oct. 29, Two, by S. H. Wi!lio1.m. 
Blaenaoan.-Oct. 22, Three; Oct. 26, Eigbt, 

byW. Rees. 
Bootle~Oet. 29, Two, by J. Davies. 
llrad/ord.-Oct. 29, a.t Sion Chapel, Six, by 

J. W. Ashford. 
Bri,161.-0ct. 29. at Maudlin-street Uha.pel, 

One ; Nov. 51 One, by Dr. Levi Th~ma.s. Nov. 
3, at Thrlssell-street Cho.pel, Su,, by W. 
Osborne. 

Brynhyfryd.-Oct. 15, Three; Nov. 12, Nine, 
by J. Griffiths. 

Bul""'1l.-Oct. 15, Four, by C. D. Crouch. 
Bw·ton.-Oct.15, One, by J. H. Sobey. 
B.,,..,,ell.-Oct. 15, Nine, by E. George. 
Camllridge.-Nov. l, a.t Zion Chapel, Eight, 

by J. P. Qampbell. 
Carmarthen.-Oct. 22, Eight, by E. Thomas. 
Cl<elUn!iam.-Oct. 29, at Ce.mbre.y Chapel, 

Thirteen, by W. Julyan. 
0/umie,.-Oct. 29, Two, by J. Palmer. 
CM,ham.-Nov. 2, Nine, by C. A. Ingram. 
Clle.ster.-Oct. 22, at Pepper-street Chapel, 

One; Nov, 12, Two, hy W. Durban, B.A.. 
Coatbridg,.-Oct. 15, One; Nov. fi, Two, by 

J.M.Hewaon. 
Cold Jnn.-Oct. 27, One, by J. Phillips. 
Corton.-Oct. 8, Seven, by S. King. 
Cront,,rv.-Oct. 5, Six; Oct. 7, Three, by A. 

T. Brown, Jun, 
Cr•we.-Nm·. 5, Four, by F. J. Greening. 
Cum,, Vlctorie..-Nov. 2, Eight, by J. W. 

Lewis. 
D,,xmp<>rt-Nov. 2, Three, by E. A. Tyde

man. 
Dumllarton.-Oct. 8, Two; Oct. 22, Three, 

by J. Downie. 
Dunfermline.-Oct. 18, Two, by J. T. Ha.gen. 
Ea,I Hartlepool -Oct. 22, Twelve; Nov, 12, 

Ten ; Nov. 13, Three, by H. Dunington. 
Jl'aringdon.-Oct. 15, Two, by T. Wheatley. 
Gelligair.-Nov. 5, Three, by J, Rees. 
Germamwed", Devon.-Oct. -, One, by M. 

White. 
Gilfa,;h Goch.-Oct. 1, Five, by J. F. Jones. 
Gla,gou,.-Oot. 16, Five; Nov. 12, at North 

Frederick-street, Two, by A. F. Mills. 
Glasoury.-Oct. 22, Two, by D. Howell 
Halifa&".-Oct. 29, Two, by J. Pa.rker. 
Barlington.-Nov. 2, Two, by W, Crick. 
Hontyoor<>ugh,-No,. 5, One, by J, Johns. 
Hudder~ld. - Nov. 3, at Primrose-hill 

CbaP"l, Two, by W. Gay. 
nua.~ct. 1 ~. in George-street Chapel, 

Four; Nov. 2, Three, by J. Odell. 
King,tanuy.-Oct. 25, Ten, by W. Coombs. 
LM-mimler.-Nov, 12, Three, bY T. Nash. 
Little 8utton.-Oo1.. 19, One; Oct. 22, Two, 

by N. Snape. 

Lian.tar/lam, Mon.-Nov.12, Fonr, by W. B. 
Richo.rds, · 

Llwynpia.-Nov. 6, Nineteen, by J. It. Jones. 
Luton.-Nov.14, Pa.rk-etree~ Eight, by J. H. 

Bmke. 
L"mington.-Oct. 15, .Three; Nov. Ii, Eight, 

by J. J. Fitch. 
Man.!fiild:-Oct. 28, Three, by H. Marsden. 
Maidenhtad.-Oct. 6, Three, by J. Willdlis. 

Metropolitan Dlstrkt ,_ 

4 clon~ct. 29, Fl.,.e, by C. M. Longhurst,. 
Barne,.-Oct. 16, Three, l>y F. J. Brown. 
Brentford.-Nov. 2, at Albany Chapel. 

Four, by W. Sumner. 
Brentford.-Oot. 29, at Park Chapel, Seven, 

by W. A.. Ble.ke (one the pastor's youngest 
son.} 

Dulwich..-Oct. 22, Four, by H. J. Tre• 
sidder •. 

Ed111Mre-road, Trinity Chapel, John-street, 
July 'J:I, Two; Sept. 23, Four, by F. Knight. 
Nov. 2, Three; Nov. 5, Two, by J. 0. Fellows. 

Fimbury-park.-Oct. 29, One, by J. Wilson. 
Highgate.-Oet. 29, One, by J. H. Barna.rd. 
K•1burn-pal'k.-A.ugust ls~ Two; Oct. 29. 

at C1mterbury Cho.pal, Three, by E. W. 
Tarbox. 

Metrupolitan Tab'""1Cle.-Oct. 26, Twenty
two; Nov. 2, Twenty-six, by J. A. Spurgt!OI>, 
Nov. 9, Elgh~ by V. J. Ch.&Tleeworthy. 
Nov. lo, Seventeen, by W. J. Orsman. 

Peckham.-Nov. 2, Three, a.t Park-road 
Chapel, by T. Tam. 

St. John', Wood.-Oct. 19, a.I Abbey-road 
Chape~ Five, by W. Stott. 

Surbiton-hiU.-Oct. 15, Four, by W. Bastel". 
Twi<kenham.-Nov. 6, Five, by E. H. 

Brown, 
Yaw:hall,-OcL 1, Two; Oct. 29, Six, by 

G. Hea.rson. 

Middleton Chen411.-0ct. l, One; Oct. 12, Ona, 
by the pastor. 

Pain, a,_;tle.-Oct. 29, One, by W. Jenkins .• 
Pole Moor.-◊~t. s, One; Nov. 6, One, by J. 

Evans. 
Pontlettyn -Nov. 5, at Zoar Cha.pel, Nine, by 

J. P, Willie.ma. 
Pont11JJ001.-Nov. 9, Two, byJ. Tueker. 
Port,mouth. - Nov. 1, Lake-roa.d Chopel, 

Four, by T. W. Medhurst. 
Ri.-:a.-Oct. 22, Three, by T. Tholllll.9. 
Rodw!e-Oct. l, Six, by w. Stokee. 
Sa/i,bury.-Sept. 27, a.t Harcourt Church, 

Six, by W. G. Wheeler. 
Skewen, Neath.-Oct. 22, Two, b)' J.E. Grif

fith~,. 
~.-Nov.:;, Six. 
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~thw<!ll.-Oct. 29, Three, by J, 1l. Plum-
bndge. 

'l'rel,e,·bert.-Nov. 10, at Bethany Chapel, 
Four, by H. Rosser. 

Stormer.-Nov. 5, Six, by S. King. 
&mderland.-Oct. 11, Two, by J. P. Peel. 
Swadlincote.-Nov. 1, Six, by J. Chorleton. 

Tu;yn G.icyn.-.No,. 12,. Two, by J. Rees. 
lValtham.-Nov. :i, One, b_y W. Jackson. 
Warmimter.-Oct. lb, Nine, by W. Burtoo. 
Whiteinoor.-Oct. 31, Three, by W. Sisling. 
Wolverhampton.-Nov. 2, at WaterloO-l'Oll,d 

da~::'.'n&<a.-Oct. 19, Forty-two, by W. Ha<l-

Srreet Turi, Netherton.-Oct. 29, Thrne, by 
E. Farnell. . 

Chapel, Eight, by D. E. Evo.os. . 

Treder,ar.--Nov. ~, at Bethel Chapel, Six, by 
E.Lewjs_ 

lVoodchester: GJoucestershire.-N ov . .5, Three, 
by G. Il. Tanswell. 

1Vootton.-Oct. 15~ One; No,·. ii, O.ae, b~ 
Trrfm·est.-Oct. 31,· One, by J. Hier. J. H. Readman. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PBESIDENT-C, H, SPURGEON, 

&a.tefltent qf Receipttfrom October 20th, 1876, to No1'ember 18th, 1876. 

£ •· d. 
Mr. J. G. Hall •........ 1 1 O 
Mra. Hinton . . . . . .. . .. •• o JO O 
G.E. W ................... 0 rn 0 
A Th&nkoffering for 

recovery from m-
ness ..................... 1 o o 

Mr. E. David............ II JO 0 
An Outcast .• .......... , O 10 O 
Mr. D. Macpherson... O 5 0 
Mr. E. Davies ......... 0 5 0 
AFriend ............... O ii O 
B.H ..................... 600 
Mr. E. Ingle .... ........ 0 5 0 
)l[ ......................... 200 
Mr. J. Bester............ 6 0 <l 
A Friend ............ .. . 2 10 0 

£ •. 
Mr. C. Lovett......... .. O 1 
Luke x. 2 ............... I O 
Mr. D. Deck ............ 1 10 
A Ross Highla,nder... 0 3 
Mr. R. Ferl(US ......... 10 0 
Miss Izzard . . ..... ... .. 2 0 
Pe-r Rev. A. A. flees .. 3 0 
Mr. G. bfoadows ••.••• O 
Mr. ] 1

• Boward .......... 1 
Mrs. Samp•on ......... 1 O 
Mr. C. l'nrsoos ......... 0 13 
Mrs. F.itzgcra]rl ....... 1 0 
MiBs Dranstleld •... .. ~ 2 
E. A. :N'. P .........•...... O 3 

d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£ .. 
Mr. W. II. Burton 1 0 
Mr. Pasfleltl -········::: 0 10 
W.A.B. .................• 1 0 ":r. Seivwright, •• , ..... 0 1,0 

Mr. J. Seivwright ...... I) HJ 
Collection at East Hill 

Chapel, Wands-
worth, per Rav. J. 
Marchant 

Collection ..,t" ii;;..;,;: 5 5 

gu,te-strnf' t .• Holborn. 
per Rev. W.A. En!'-
ton 

Week1_;,··orr0ri.;_~s·~t 
;; 

Metropolitan Te.-
bemaele:- Out. 22 GO 4 

tl. 
I) 

0 

" 0 
0 

2 

4 

Mr. R. J. Sisson ...... 1 1 O 

Mr. D. Macpherson... 5 o 
Mr. 11. P. Hanson .....• 1 0 
Mr. G. Tamkin, ...... 2 10 
Mr. G. Senwright...... O 15 
~frs. Kee di . .. ........• 5 0 

0 ,. 29 4ij O :; 
Mr. Clo.rk ...•..•.......• 20 O o 0 Nov. a 30 J7 JO 
1\[r. G. Clark ............ I O 0 0 " 

12: 26 10 .(i 
Miss Ti!y Clark ....•. 2 o o 
MiH Thurza Cl"rk ... 2 O O 
Mr. E. W. D,.vies. ..... 6 O o t ~:.:::::::::::::::::::::} 25 · 0 

0 £288 ll 11 

Subscriptions will be thankfully-reoeived by O.H: Spurgeon, Metropolitau Taberoaele. 
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