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THE GR.EBTEST SHLE EVER

£3.00 eachor 4 for £10.00
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£L5S
£255
£2 98 or 4 for £1.50

£155
LS
£2.45 or 3 for £5.00

£L00
£1.00
£120 0 3 for £2.50
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£1.95
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£1.95
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Android one
Android two
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EE\"H
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£6.45
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£245
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245
£2.95
£245
£3.86
£5.00
£5.00
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Doom Dark's Revenge
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The Artist
Matchpoint
Hampstead

The Bulge
Popeye
Lords of Midnight
Software Star
Star Trader

Might Flite
Kokoton: Wilf
Day in the Life
Project Future
Masterchess
Code Name Mat
Scrabble
Tasword

%mmmmlmu
order with £1.50 off the RRP and

us your
we will

Cnr Price
£17.95

i795

£795
£19.85
£2196
£37.88
£38.95
£92.50
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Eempston .

Timex 2080 Thermal Printer

IN 2§ Spectrum expansion system
Alphacom 32 Printers

ms&

£74.85
£14.95

Sagiﬁnpurﬂr Eeyboards

Micro Peripherals CPP 40
4 colour printer

Sagas new elite keyboard

RKing us for a quote on any item not listed,

SINCLAIR SOFTWARE BONANZIA
Pack | — Beyond Basic, Farth, Print Utilites,
Small Business Accounts Cartel 1Q) test
£10.95

M!—&mu!ﬁﬁanchuleamtuﬂm
series

Pack 3— VU Cale, VU File, VU 3D iE.iS
Pack 4 — Ship of Doom, Planet of Death,
Espionage Island, Inca Curse, Embassy
Assault, Transylvardan Towes £5.95
Pack 5 — Speech Marks, Castle Spellarbus,
The Apostrophe, Capital Letters, Early
Punctuation £5.95
Pack 6 — Young Learns Pack mc; Mr “Ts"
tells the time, Mr “T's" meets his match, Mr
“T"s" money box or Mr “T's" Simple
Sums £1.50
Pack T — Small Business Accounts, Collee-
tors Pack, Club Record Controller  £5.95
New Pack 8§ — Mr “T's" Number Games,
Mr “T's” Shape Games, Mr “T's" Measuring
Games £1.50
Pack 9 — Space Raiders, Traxx, Planetoids,
Hunmr Horace and the Spiders, lnwg.hgl;
Pm:h 10 — Rommels Revenge, Tran-
sylvanian Tower, Racing
Dungeon Master, Devils of the Deep ' §5.95

Pack 12 — Tasword Two (Word Pro-
cessor), Tiny Touch 'n’ Go, Scrabble, Retun
of the Jedi, V1 3D, Chess £9.50
Pack 13 — Spectrum Safari, Winged
Warlords, Catapl.l.ler. Leapfrog, Othello,
German is Fun £5.95
Pack 14 — Starwars' Pack inc: Time
Tunnels, Five Dice, PSI Games, Mothership,
Spacewreck, Cosmic Dabris £5.95
Pack 15 — Spectrum Games Pack inc
Jigsaw, Dimension Destructors, Reflections,
Spectrum Chess, 3D Quadracube, Road
Racers £5.95
Pack 16 — Cosmic Cruiser, BC Bill, Padra,
Lloom, Zip Zap, Alchemist £4.95
Pack 17 — Horace Goes Skaing, Chequered
Flag, Chess, Make a Chip, Survival,
Serabhble £4.95
Pack 18 — Spellbound (Beyond), Space
Station Zebra, Time Tunnels, Five Dice,
Deils of the Deap, Tran-sylvanian Tower

£5.95
Pack 19 — Doom Dark's Revenge
(Beyond), Psytron (Beyond), Valhalla
(Legend) £8.95
Pack 20 — All Lorhlorien Titles inc
Billybong, Two Gun Turtle, Micro Mouse,
Beetlemania, Bedlam Blaster, Grid Patrol

Pack 2] — ;

noughts, Panzer Anack, Red Barron a.nd
Parras £595
Pack 22 — Sports Pack inc: Snooker, On
the Oche (Darts), Olympics, 5t Andrews
Golf, Derby Day, World Cup Football £5.95

P&P: 60p for any sofrware order, £1.50 for kéyboard phus printer, 80p for peripherals, Overseas 75p per tape or £2.50 per pack.

LOGIC SALES LTD.

MICRO COMPUTERS, SOFTWARE & SUPPLIES
8 Midgate, Peterborough, Cambs, FPE1 1TIN
Telephone: [(O733) 496868

Euper BLAST plllﬁ is a significant further devalnpment nf ﬂm pnpu]ar

BASIC compiler BLAST. Super BLAST plus is completely compatible

with Spectrum BASIC and is guaranteed to compile and dramatically
spead up any BASIC pmqram mi]mut aitn:au-:rn

[BLAST for even faster programs

IBLAST is an integer compiler and can produce code which runs much
faster even than BLAST for programs which do not use {loating point

arithmetic. Now the Super BLAST plus package provides not only
COMPLETE COMPATIBILITY with Spectrum BASIC but also MUCH

This is what the press say about BLAST

"I'll freely admit that BLAST is about the best compiler you're improved speed.
averlikelytowantorpeed™ =}
Home Computing Weekly B FAST COMPACTQBJECT CODE

Both compilers can compile programs either into machine code or into a
compact p-code, reducing the size of long programs while speeding
them up dramatically at the same time. BLAST can compile programs of
ANY size and can also cope with user machine code and extensions to
BASIC.

FREE The BLAST Toolkit

Super BLAST plusalso includes a full feature programmer’s toolkit
adding 20 new commands including FIND, SEARCH AND REPLACE

and TRACE.
’r Oxlord Emrs

"The manual is superb and the system is a doddle to uze,
Marvellous, a vital utility for any BASIC programmer. "
Popular computing weekly

"A must for the serious programmer”,
Sinclair user

Now BLAST is significantly improved. Not only have we
upgraded the product as a result of comments from hundreds
of users, we have also included a completely new compiler

IBLAST in addition to BLAST itself.

Ploase make chaques payable to OCSS Lid,

A Please rush me my copy of SUPER BLAST PLUS

Name

CRER
AOOress

lenclose (add £ plip) | {Sofrware) Led
| R
Please debii my ACCESS A'C No : :H"T"r'gtm ’ﬂd.ﬁ'ujht'“l‘ |
..-Posteode | Qxford XS 1R, Engand

= | Teephone (099381 2700 ]
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128K for Britain?

THERE ARE no plans to
launch the 128K Spectrum in
Britain this year but Sinclair
Research is pleased with the
publicity the machine has had
from the British press.

Eileen Counihan, spokes-
woman for the company, says:
“We are quite pleased with the
British press. They have at least
got the point across that there
won't be a 128K in Britain this
year. We are not giving any
more details and don’t want to
announce anything until plans
are more definite”,

Britush software houses are
already being enticed by Sinc-
lair to write for the Spanish
market but they have been
sworn to secrecy. David Ward
of Ocean would say nothing of
his plans for the 128 but agreed
that events are overtaking Sinc-
lair. “I’'m not allowed to say
anything about our relationship
with Sinclair. It is clear that
they wanted to sell off their
Spectrum Plus backlog before
launching the 128 in Britain.
The Spectrum Plus is selling
faster than anvone expected.
Dixons must be well through
the first part of their £10 mil-
lion order by now. The
machines are flying out of the
doors",

Dr Tim Langdell, managing
director of The Edge, the com-
pany which has recently

‘i is clear
that they
wanted to sell

off the Spectrum

Plus backlog

before launching

the 128

in Britain’
brought out Fairlight, is being
similarly ught-lipped. *We
have signed a non-disclosure
contract with Sinclair, It would
scem logical, however, that
Brniush software houses are
being asked to provide pro-
ducts for the Spanish machine.
It's no secret that there are only
a couple of software houses in
Spain. Britain has been the
major source of software in
Europe for some time.”

We did manage to catch one

house before
were muzzled by Sinclair. Paul
Denial, marketing director of
Mikro-Gen, says that his com-
pany has been approached and
that consultative meetings are
taking place. “We have had the

software they

memory map diagrams and
have been promised a develop-
ment machine, but that hasn’
materialised yver. We have been
looking into the possibility of
adapting our Mikro-Plus games
system to the machine. We are
looking at the memory maps
and there doesn’t seem to be a
problem.™

Denial hopes that the 128K
will soon be on sale in countries

such as France. “The Spectrum
market is still small in France,
mainly because it has a diffe-
rent TV system to that of Bri-
tain. If you want to run a
Spectrum over there you have
to buy an interface which costs
£80™,

Meanwhile, AB Electronics,
manufacturer of the Spectrum
Plus, has denied reports that it
has tooled up for production of
the 128.

The company stresses that it
has received no orders from
Sinclair Research although
there are indications that the
situation may change in the
near future.

Christmas
microfair
venue

THE CHRISTMAS ZX Micro-
fair will be held on December
14 at the Royal Horticultural
Halls, near St. James's Park
tube station in London. The
doors will be open between
10am and 6pm.

Mike Johnston, organiser of
the show, savs: “We will have
the usual crowd in and it will be
about as large as the last one.
There will, of course, be a lot of
new QL stuff around and |
hope that we will see some
more QL owners there.”

Johnswom: *usual crowd”

Sinclair calls in the receivers

THE C5 HAS survived despite
the collapse of TPD, the com-
pany which conrtrolled Sir Clive
Sinclair’s electric car industry.

The business has been pla-
gued by musfortune. In August
the C5 assembly line at the
Hoover plant in Merthyr Tvdfil
was closed because, the com-
pany claimed, Sir Clive owed
£1.5 million for work already
completed. That problem was
resolved but, because of the
high stocks of C5 still available,
there are no plans to restart
production.

Eileen Counihan, a spokes-
woman for Sinclair Research,
says: ““The name of the electric
car company was recently
changed from Sinclair Vehicles
Ltd to TPD. Although that has
been wound up, Sinclair Vehi-
cles Ltd will deal with orders.”

TPD was put into the hands
of receivers David Sapte and
Anthony Locke of Begbies,
with debts of £700,000 to 110

SINCLAIR USER December [985

suppliers. Counihan says: “Sir
Clive's investment in the com-
pany was £7 million. It was put
into receivership to ensure the
future of electric transport.
Sinclair Vehicles Sales Lid will
continue to take orders from
Britain and abroad.”
The C5 has gained
favour abroad
than in Britain,
according to
Sinclair,
because

more

of antipathy towards it from the
press. Research and develop-
ment is still continuing
although the launches of the
C10 and C15 have been de-
layed.

The C10 is planned as an
enclosed two-seater vehicle
with a range of 40 miles; the
C15 has a similar range but is a
four-seater. Sinclair has re-
vealed that development is fair-
ly advanced for both models
and that the CI15 has already
been tested in a wind tunnel,
Clioe and C5

i hapner
davs

mr




THE COMPUTE
OF THE DECADE

DOP

ONLY £9

LESS
HALF PRICE

¥ COMMODORE
PLUS 4 COMPUTER

The ideal first computer for home or
business. Just look what this remarkable
Greens package includes.
CDMMGDORE PLUS 4 COMPUTER

‘_._‘m_‘__ - 4 _.- - i :
oy 10 pe S e .r, T.f e conge JOYSTICK T1341
st price List price £9.99
* EUlLT-|N ﬁﬂk MEHQR?

Twice T ther computers costing this muck Purpose-designed for the Plus 4
* EI.HI..T-IH WQRD PRﬂCESElNG Contoured for comfort easy action

Ne and precise control

L) .-":“r

DATA RECORDER ECCESTOS R 4 T e .
List price £44.95 s * BUiLT—lN mE MANAGEMENT o | F e g 4
A vital add-on! The ideal way to =i- BUII.T IH SPREADSHEET i - L L YT /
store data—and access huge quantities Y i

of software

K BUII.T-IN BUEINESS GRAPHI'ES

mouter

PLUS

|  BUILT-IN SIMPLICITY

e your life o6 easy @ Easy-to-follow User
lar BASIC language Specia Manual, Software Guides
fisriigotalpaieioni - gommal b o and Catalogue.
Get tht btst nf thne ftatures ;

with a CBM Disc Drive

COMPLETE PACKAGE WAS £264.83

ALL FOR

99 .

HALF-PRICE
PRINTER SCOOP

1

5'.'-1i-;5: a break from business with
these trem ”d#; 15 free games inCluding

Mayhem, Treasure lsland and [
Harbour Attack !'. .,
List price £5.99 each. i 29
Tﬂtal value 559 90 SAVE £30 £ 99

e —— - i

ém@ ZM DEB im[ﬁl&ﬂ‘ﬂ@

@UB
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News =

Surfchamp champs

THE FIRST World Computer
Surfing Championships were
held at Rossnowlagh, County
Donegal, Eire at the beginning
of October,

The event was organised by
the Irish software house, New
Concepts, to tie in with the
launch of its revolutionary
game, Surfchamp, which uses
a miniature surfboard placed
over the Spectrum keys to
simulate the action of surfing.
The game is previewed in Soft-
ware scene this month,

The compettion coincided
with the European Surfing
Championships at Rossnow-
lagh, in which 160 surfers par-
ticipated. Fortunately for New
Concepts, County Donegal ex-
perienced exceptionally calm
seas during the championships,
and observers were treated to
the unusual sight of dozens of
bronzed blond beach boys
fighting for a go on the compu-

>r as an alternative to the real
thing,

The computer contest was
won by Jed Stone, the English
surfing champion, with a score

Hardware
prices cut
by Saga

A DISCOUNT of £10 on the
Kempston Centronics E printer
interface is available to pur-
chasers of the LTR-1 letter
quality printer from Saga Sys-
tems.

The offer is available only
through Saga Systems. Christ-
opher Smith, sales manager of
the company, says: “With the
LTR-1 printer costing £119.95,
Spectrum owners can obtain
letter quality print at prices
previously undreamed of.”

Saga has also cut the price of
its Emperor keyboard by £10 to
£39.95. The move comes with
the launch of the Saga 3 Elite
Keyboard. David White, man-
aging director of Saga Systems,
comments: “With our new
Elite keyboard and the Saga 2
Profile we can provide
keyboards for the Spectrum
covering a wide price range and
satisfying most demands.”™

of 2121. The English team also
won the team event.

Norman McMillan, manag-
ing director of New Concepis,
describes

Surfchamp as

“the first
accu-
rate

The Enghsh team, winners
af the Computer Surfing
Championships, and

Ted Stone, third

Sfrom left, winner of the
individual event

simulation of sport” and has
plans for skiing and sailing
simulations

which  further
develop the
concept of
original
keyboard
overlays.

Surfchamp received a unani-
mous thumbs-up from the sur-
ters and whole-hearted approv-
al from officials, including Rod
Brooks, president of the Au-
straban Surfing Association,
and Reg Prytherch, president
of the International Surfing
Association. All that remains is
for New Coucepts to convince
the fickle public that Surf.
champ is an exciting
absorbing
departure

in soft-
ware.

New Sinclair micro Lords of BT

— the plot thickens

REPORTS of a new Sinclair
IMb 16-bit micro, which ap-
peared in a recent issue of Your
Computer, have been firmly
denied by Sinclair Research.
The alleged machine is said to
be called Enigma, and would
incorporate colour monitor,
twin 3.5in disk drives, one
megabyte of RAM and use the
GEM operating system.

“It’s conjecture, and bears no
relation to any fact”, says Sin-
clair Research spokeswoman
Eileen Counihan. “We're a bit

worried about the way the story
has been presented, with made-
up drawings — it's completely
fabricated.”

Sinclair research makes no
secret of the fact that it has
been holding discussions with
Digital Research about trans-
ferring GEM to the QL, or a
QL-based machine, but. dis-
misses the present conjectures.
The company is also angry at
suggestions that the alleged
information was leaked.

Your Computer's assistant
editor Meirion Jones stands by
the story. It is based on infor-
mation from inside Sinclair,”
he says. “A number of people
are very annoved with what's
been happening to them there,
and are leaking information. I
don’t see how Sinclair Research
can deny the core points made
in the story."”

The Enigma is rapidly turn-
ing into a full-blown mystery.

BRITISH TELECOM has
bought Beyond Software, the
company which leapt to fame
with Lords of Midnight and,
recently, Superman.

The company was sold by
EMAP Business and Computer
publications, the publisher of
Sinclair User, for an undis-
closed six figure sum. Bill De-
laney, managing director of
Bevond says: “We have no
qualms about going to BT and
are happy that they've taken us
on. There won't be any signifi-
cant changes in Beyond. We
will continue with our planned
range of products.”

Although Bevond has just
launched its Christmas range,
one of its products, the third in
the Lords of Midnight trilogy,
is missing. Eye of the Moon is
unlikely to be launched until
late spring, next year. Clive
Bailey, marketing manager of
Beyond, says: “The author,
Mike Singleton, is way behind
with another game, Quake
Minus One.”

more news on page /3

SINCLAIR USER December 1985




A i Down in the sewer

IN THE
October
Sinclair User
.. Rats competition
—__we asked readers 1w

work out the least number of
rodents which had 1o be passed
by Harris o rescue Hoskins
from the rats’ tunnels. The
correct solution is four rats, and
the 100 winners of the competi-
tion, who each receive a copy of
the classic game, are listed
below:

Peter Cawley, Crewe, Cheshire;
B ] Braybrook, Salisbury, Wilt-
shire; Kevin Hansen, Kilwinning,

Ayrshire; Peter Tong, Paris,
France; Scott Decming, Telford,
Shropshire; Jeff Bate, London

SW15; Harald Hoftun, Norway; D
Briggs, Blackburn, Lancashire; P |
Morris, Southport, Merseyside;
Robert  Anderson, Barrow-in-
Furness, Cumbria; G T St Juste,
Welling, Kent; Graeme Miller,
Milngavie, Glasgow; Paul Forrest,

Barassie, Ayrshire; G alq,lrpn? Oxon; D E Chapman, Holmer
Newport, Gwent; laun Rogeérsen, Green, Buckinghamshire; D Gour-
Lanark, Scotland; [John WE; Jey  Newtownabbey, County
Coventry, West M:dlar.dum ‘Antrim; Kenneth Barclav, Lanark-
James, North Shields, Tvne & ﬂﬂi‘; Scotland; D McNicholas,
Wear; Christopher/ Doyley - Wirral, ,Mut:pm:di_, C M Leese,
stock, Elrmlnghilni.]'ltﬂﬁ. .~ Birchifiel ham; Martin

lars, BFPO 16; M i W ndsor, Berkshire;
Morecombe, Lang ge Wells,
Holland, BH"Q Hl,. Sﬁym ‘. Pn:smn.
Halesowen, ‘# - "Hl 0 Caer-
Sayeed r'-.hnied Em "mmi But-
shire; Alan Ma ipshire; C

Warwic kah@' W :
Ayrshire, nd;

Weston-super-Mare;
wards, Rhol,,__

Smarden, Kﬂ;
Stirling, chm

non, Golborney E
Hubscmid, Filton, B
Smith, Strood, m@
Colerne, Wﬂtﬂ,ﬁ h
‘H-'n:nngtmpﬁm T _
Barrow-on-Humbet, * Soi H -

berside; Kevin Ferg ‘e Sp udﬂick ‘Borden, Hampshire; D
cuiky Midlothian; hnthnn}r‘{'lﬂwe, E Nicholls, London WCIR; F Oat-
Warringion, Cheshiré: D Brewosd, 1és; The Netherlands; Paul Wallis,
Bexleyheathy Kent; David Palmer, Castleford, West Yorkshire; Alan
London SE6; R Park, Marcham, Brownless, Peterlee, County

Chappcti,
ire; . Antonio
5 Unuﬂi;‘ﬁ-’il-
5 MNairn:
Haves, Mid-
ki, Finland;
eldy Norwich;

Bfm 45; Matthew

Durham; M ] Pavne, Portsmouth,
Hampshire; Paul Tyrnell, London
E4; R A Jasper, BFPO 17; Karl
Bell, Eaton, Norwich; Kier Mac-
ree, Romiord, Essex: N Wants,
Neath, West Glamorgan; M |
Wright, Felixstowe, Suffolk; R |
vd Niet, The Netherlands; David
Wilson, Sunderland; Victor Goh
Peng Kong, West Malavsia; Kevin
Kendall, Ryton, Tyne & Wear;
Steven Casbourne, Eaton, Nor-
wich; M Fairless, MNewcastle-on
Tyne; Kelvin Butcher, Yeovil,
Somerset; Cpl G Wright, BFPO 15;
Alan  Campbell, Chelienham,
Gloucester; Thomas Barlex, Milton
Keynes, Buckinghamshire; Karl
Berlin, West Yorkshire; Karen
Warnock, Uplawmoor, Glasgow;
Bichard  Shaw, Coshampion,
Southampton; David Johnson,
Offerton, Stockport; Andrew Phil-
lips, Bobbersmill, Nottingham; B |
Dickinson, Rowdenbeath, Scot-
land; M ] Wilkinson, Newton Ayc-
liffe, County Durham; Peter
Green, Ormskirk; David Lvon,
Ascot, Berkshire; | C Cooper, Fal-
mouth, Cornwall; Jorgen Jacobsen,

Denmark; D Bennison, Clifford,
West Yorkshire; Paul Storey,
Hornchurch, Essex; R Shaw,

Nailsea, Avon; D W May, London
W4 Malcolm Norman, Newport,
Gwent.

=

PIGKED one uf? LAST WEEK
N BARCELONA '
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backstabbing undesirables you . . .
In return for this little favour,
Gremlin undertakes to reward the
first reply out of the hat which has
all 31 names correctly given. For
every correct name, you'll get a
game. Twenty five of the charac-
ters left their own games at the
party, so Gremlin will send you
those, and top up the list with the
Sinclair User team's favourites. So
if you ever wanted to known what
Clare ‘Ligger’ Edgeley plays with
in her spare time, now's the
chance to find out . . .

Get cracking folks! Gremlin
needs you ... until then, see you
on the back page . . . with luck . . .

r——_—___—‘_

I 1 T R I
l 2 . nens I
! R i e e e S et I
l B e e e R l
. l B AR s s I
:& I g ................................................ I
LD INCORRUPTIBLE Scold- make it — he's still stuck in drive : N l
ing swears by the tradition two of his QL looking for his last & o |
of inviting the computer article, while John “13mmx e e |
press to extravagant Christmas 60mmx42mm’ Lambert is out | 10 wmmmmm. |
parties and then getting all the hunting for the elusive 128. And | 11 .. e |
hacks legless. Gremlin reckons he WPC Fanthorpe and her sweaty | 12
lives off a diet of congealed chick- advertising team are all having a ! __ ~— T |
en legs and large gin and tonics policy meeting in Tenerife . .. | 13 . sy
for the entire season. As usual on such occasions, | 14 . cosee |
So it was a bit of a blow to Mr everyone turned up well after clos- |15 .. oo |
Grubby Corduroys 1985 when he ing time — and a motley crew it 16
saw the invite pile this year hardly was. Gremlin was well blotto by §i S8 o om e o |
reached as far as his high score on then, but Old Incorruptible is in- | 17 i, |
the Hypersports triple-jump . .. sisting on a list 80 he knows Who | 1B ... |
“It's all your fault” howls Bill, to expect return invitations from. L AR SR i 3. A 00 |
tweaking Gremlin’'s extremely Yes fans, it's P45 time for Gremlin 20
sensitive ear. “| told you to write unless you can help him out . .. | 20 oo |
more about products. You'll just There were 31 people — or I21 ................................................ I
have to hold a party of your own.” Things — at the party, and Grem- | 22 ...
So who to invite? Many of lin needs to know their names. AR S el b

Gremlin's favourite victims have Twenty five of them appear in : s

joined the great Receivers Office games, and there's five from the | 28 i,

in the Sky, while others cannot be office, and another one trying to | 25 ............

tempted out of their plans for explain how he really did mean to L 28 ccaiins

booking a seat on the all- save Slugger but ... Write the | 27

expenses-paid Princess Stephanie names on the coupon below, R L AR e

Spotters Club tour of Gstaad ... matching them to the numbered | 28 s,
Certain necessary evils could diagram, and send it to Gremlin's | 29 ...............

not be avoided, which is why Christmas Bash, Third Cistern on | 30 ........ccoomiiimoesiiveninnns

you'll see a famous bar-room the Left, Sinclair User, Priory | 31

brawler in this tasteful record of Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane,

the vivacious throng — Gremlin London EC1R 2AU, before Decem- b Name s e

needed someone to slug it out ber 20. And look here — all you IAdress

with any troublemakers . .. EMARF SIBVaR. gONt 1y HeRIng g5 0 S R e
The Sinclair User gang are all Gremlin with an entry of your | e st

there of course, though Mike 'bor- own. You're just the types to feed Postecda

ing business bits’ Wright couldn't the wrong list to Scolding, you L___________

- H - . - "
. . - = = . - - -
T — — — — — W — —  —
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NOW YOU CRN EXPLOIT
SPECTRUM GRRPHICS
TOTHE ULTIMATE.

Withthe Graphics Suite from Print'n'Plotter.

If you're interested in producing great graphics with your Spectrum,
then these programs are designed with you in mind.

And you don't have to be an expert. Even with no programming
Lnu“ILdj..,rc the programs w ill enable vou to produce fantastic graphics
to use in every piece of software you write.

Or you can use them just for the fun of producing computer art.

Each of the programs are inter-active and together they form the
most accomplished graphics toolkit you will find on the market today.

But you can also use each of them separately, as cach are self-
contained and cover a specific area of graphics programming.

With Print 'n’ Plotter’s ‘'GRAPHICS SUITE",
everyvthing is made so simple vou won't believe it.

Justafew of thethings you cando.

PAINTPLUS (GRAPHICS SUITE 1) ART-O-MATIC (GRAPHICS SUITE 3)
If you want to produce fantastic screen Ever wanted to produce screen graphics for
graphics or UDG's on your Spectrum, then vou Adventure Games, Educational, Training, or
will find PAINTPLUS not only a compleie acienibihic programs and run out of Memaory
graphics toolkit but alsao the simplest to use hecause the graphics handling consumed oo
at cverv level much memaory?
Facilities include: DRAW, PLOT, AR{ If 50, you I1t'l}'t| ART-O ‘-'lt.’i'l'lf . Print'n’Plotter's
L WTTE great new graphics compiler
: ,I\II|I |,-I {l_ur.!lul I|ﬂ:§:_:L-:-J I|ir|:,||t_..l]|'7;_hv1l T:i':'\ RSN With ART-( I]-."-I.-1|.I'i1 ‘_.'1FHJ can draw, define and
RADIALLY ENLARGE TO EDIT PAPER WASH store an incredible number of screens or parts
BOX DRAW and so on of screen in vour programs as compiled instant
vs well 2s drawing, PAINTPLUS has a miachine code which is usable from BASIC or M

The exact amount of compression possible
depends on vour graphics, but up to 99% is
possible and an average of 85 %-90% is usual

ART-O-MATIC is a complete graphics
drawing program, so you can produce your
works of art and compile at the same time

The instruction book and demo that comes
with the program show you everytbing vou

tremendous UDG section. It also has LD
grabbing " from screen as well as full facilities

ORDER NOW OR ASK YOUR
LOCAL CDMPLTER ‘?-HOI“

r defiming, saving and --.ul:rlgl DG sets

I'he Organiser section of the program
enables you o automatically store r11|1||||'-|:
screen graphics or multiple UDG banks

PAINTPLLUS comes with 4 demo of screens

animation and alternative character sets, plus a it i ; |
{ N 1 ] "
copy of Print 'n’ Plotter PICTURE BOOK need o know about cramming great graphics

INED YOUur apeo Lruam

Send to: Dept SUPrint 'n' Plotter Products Lt
19 Borough High Street, London SEI 951

Credit Card phone orders: 01-403 3622

Please send me the following
LK} pages if instructions, hins, Hps |'.-\.r'.l'||._'|w

and related graphics information 5 - ; I Paintplus @ £9.95 icreen Machine @ L8 2¢ I
SCREEN MACHINE (GRAPHICS SUITE2) T riin i CIUNE(GRAPHICSSUITE® ) I
’ g : I'here have been a number of programs Art-O-Matic @ £8.25 sprite Machine g £9 95
SCREEN MACHINE is the graphics called Sprite Generators. Most of these are self ; ; T
nanipulator contained and not a great deal of use o people I | enclose remittance in full I
L'se it when you want to tike vour graphics who want to use Sprites in their own programs Please bill my Access/Barclaycard /Visa N
and turn them into professional maching SPRITE MACHINE is different. This program I I
wdied a for use in BASIC or M/Code programs was written with yoe in mind whether you
Far instanct are a professional, amateur or beginner l Vintlow 17% staiio for details od l
CREEN MACHINE will compress the I'here’s never been a simpler Sprite program ; a ¥ e k
memory consumption of your graphics to cram o use, All you have 1o do is draw your Sprite. 7
even more inio the computer's memory and then choose from a fantastic range of l Name I
L5 well as memory compression, SCREEN options o get it doing what you want P iy
MACHINE allows you to put vour graphics You can: animate vour Sprites, choose any l Address |
through a series of highly u-;:p'_'uw.r“_ ated direction and slarting position dudjuse s vl
graphics manipulations adjust !lt'lghl choose running time, decide on I I
These include ENLARGE, REDUCE edge actions such as bounce, wraparound
RELOMCATE TOOTHER PARTS OOF THE reflect or stap make intelligent decisions like I I
SCREEN. STEP AND REPEAT. BLEND SCREENS strike and collision actions, colour your Apries
OGETHER, RECOLOUR SELECTIVELY OR or take colowr from the screen, trace or non )
YBALLY, FLIP 5¢ |I|}"~.|r| trace, et I I
ind SCREEN MACHINE also has a dedicated Ihe program comes comploeie with o carsor
Text Compiler ideal for anvone who uses operated Sprite drawing board and catalogue I ' i
[ f rext for instructions or menus on store Tunctuon y
crecn Instruction booklet and demo are included I I
SCREEN MACHINE also comes with a copy with the program
f PICTURE BOOK and a demo that s so good Now you can have professional Sprites in L
an’t believe i BTy program you write
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Your Sinclair Spectrum
isa powerful computer,
not just a games
console. Oxford
Computer Publishing
unleash that power to
make your Specirum
useful and help you

erform imporant tasks.

he Manager series of
business programs has
thousands of satisfied
customers over the last
three years. Your
Specfrum can do jobs
normally associated
with business computers
many times the price.
The Utilities were written
to create our own
application software.
They are offered to you

CODE TEST
TOOL

o]

EDITOR/ASSEMBLE

as proven reliable
programs that have
stood the test of our own
usage and become
industry standards.

The classical games are
realistic simulations of
proven widely played
“real” games.

See your local dealer
or order direct by
indicating the items
required, by ticking
boxes, complete the
coupon and retum the
advertisement.
Altematively, phone the
OCP Hotline on (0753)
8888466, stating your
Access or Barclaycard
Number.

BUSINESS PROGRAMS

ADDRESS MANAGER

A professional address, filing and refrieval
systern, with full screen editing. Stores up fo
350 addresses on cassefte and up to 6000
addresses on floppy disk. (In separate files)
32 column format — £8.95( |80 column
format — £19.95 | NEW K-DOS tape/disk
cassette — £29.95 ] SP-DOS floppy disk —
£2095[

FINAMCE MANAGER

Stores and reviews practically all business
and domestic accounts. Completely menu
driven for eqse of use. Stores up fo 250 names
on cassette and up to 6000 on floppy disk. (In
separate files) 32 column format —$8.95[ 180
column format— £19.95 | NEW K-DOS tape/
disk cassefie — £29.95[ | SP-DCS floppy disk ~
£2995[ ]

STOCK MANAGER

Features full invoicing, sales totals, price
lists and re-order requirements and
comprehensive Master File with full
breakdown of stock and VAT, Stores up to 600
product lines on cassette and up to 6000 on
floppy disk. 80 column format — £19.95[ |
NEW K-DOS tape/disk cassefte —$29.95] | 5P-
DOS fioppy disk — £29.95[ ]
VAT MANAGER

Will check gross and neft values of a
period's sales plus exempt tolalsand up to 8
classas of fransaction e.g. standard rate,
import/export etc. Calculates VAT paid and
recelved and hence the nett tax payable/
recelvable.
32 column format — £8.95 [ | 80 column
format — £19.95 [ | NEW K-DOS tape/disk
Eza;s]sgegrg— £29.95 | 5P-DOS floppy disk —

WORD MANAGER

This word processor has

been designed for

‘user riendliness”. The following features
should particularly appeal to users of the
"Tasword |I" program, with which it is text
compatible. The software includes an
address filing supplement with screen editing
Exfra features include:

+ Simple "single keystroke" insertion
facility.

+ The cursor can be moved on to start a
new pum?ruph by a single keystroke.
TAB key also available.

+ The program works with cassefte tape,
Sinclair Microdrive, Opus and other disk
systems.

+ Texts can be printed out on any line
le up to 128 characters.

+ Text blocks of any length can be
transposed, copied or deleted.

# The OCP program can print out text while
another is being written or edited.

The Word Manager — £42.95 | |

Disk Versions — £19.95 [

UTILITIES

MASTER TOOL KIT

This versatile program gives you a re-
number feature, sting — search, a real time
clock, a graphics generator and alam plus
many other features thatll change your
Spectrum info a ‘full spec. machine’.
Master Tool Kit — £9.95 |
FULL SCREEN EDITOR/ASSEMBLER

An essential tool for writing Machine Code
whether you're a beginner or an expert,
Includes full screen input, comprehensive
documentation, sophisticated expression

If you would like a copy of our full colour detailed catalogue — please fick box. [ ]

MNome

Address e e S

Amount payable &

Please make chaques/postal orders payable to
OCP Lid

CheguePO Number -
AccessBarclaycard number
(please delate) B SRR L e

Signalwe __

5U 1285

evalugtor, SNAKE demonstration mode, exira
micradrive facility etc, It also drives 32 and
80 column printer interfaces from the same
cassefte.
Full Screan Editor/Assembler — £12.95 [ | NEW
K-DOS tape/disk cassette — £29.95 {f”SP-DC-S
floppy disk —£29.95[ ]
MACHINE CODE TEST TOOL

Test and Display Machine Code
instructions as thayre written. This versatile
program can co-réside In your Spactrum with
the Full Screen Editor Assembiler fo provide a
complete Machine Code environment
Features Hex: Declimal conversion routine,
character generator, elc. elc.
Machine Code Test Tool - £9.95 [ |

GAMES
CHESS-THE-TURK

The ultimate chess challenge. & levels of
play, Blitz’ chess, printer output, plus real time
clock and alam. Chess-the-Turk — £595[ ]
CASINO ROYAL

Two way program featuring Roulette and
Pontoon. You're alliocated money to win—or
lose — a fortune. Plug in Microspeech adds
realism and both games are fully explained
through a comprehensive on-screen menu
Casino Royal-£5.95[ )
VIDEO POOL

All the fun and challenge of pool at your
fingerips. 1 or 2 people play using joysticks
or keyboard. Excellent graphics, sound and
colour add to the game’s reality
Video Pool-£5.95 (Not Microdrive
compatible)[]
Please send vour order to:
Oxford Computer Publishing Limited
77a Packhorse Road o
Gemards Cross Buck. 5L? BPQ —

=== —
S jonply The Bes

Waladrive, Opus and other media versions of our programs will be avallable in the near huture. Contact us for turther information on 0753 BABE64.



Across

9. Bugs, perhaps, rare at compilation (&)

10. Latency with delay to emit return (4,4)

15. Faked CBE to get information returned (8)

16. BMX loops? (6)

17. Currently it's defined in terms of force between
wires (6)

18. Finding the right frequency in tin gun contraption
(6,2)

21. Retry equivalent on the QL (8)

23, Sort of portable to overtake the best (3-3)

24. Ferrite stratum of old mainframe memory (4,5)

25. Average number of random multiplications, initially |
(4)

Down

. Change later (5)
. Twenty points? {5)

. It will be read in a Basic program (4,9

. Lots are designed for card insertion (4)
. Once confused a speaker (4)

1
2
3
4. See 7 across
R
f
3

. Area in California — ‘Si five back-street’? (7,6}
11. Cold start caused by these bugs? (5)
12. Dread awful summer (5)
13. Pictonal reprc&emaliunq of coins, pcrhup:, (5]
14. Tape, disk etc, I made obscure (%)
18. It makes the teain BT (7)
19. A map of the mountains (5)
20. A casc of A rather than a?(5)
21. Any C variant can produce blue and green (4)

22. Item in a series on child-birth (4)

solunion om page 44

PUT

TALENT
| ON YOUR 0L

CARTRIDGE DOCTOR

Your datais worth a lot to you. Source programs, text, scientific information,
records, all represent hours of time and effort. The CARTRIDGE DOCTOR will,
In Mmost cases enable you to:

& Recover files from damaged or suspect cartridges, even files
inaccessible to BASIC

® Recover newly-deleted files

® Recover files with lost or damaged blocks (in BASIC, QUILL etc.)
using the FILE PATCH UTILITY

I The CARTRIDGE DOCTOR Is easy to use. It incorporates a powerful rule-based
expert system which can make sensible decisions and automate much of the
labour needed to recover lost data. Anextensive set of tools Is also provided
for the informed user. Full instructions are included

Available from selected branches of W H Smiths and Boots

THE LOST KINGDOM OF ZKUL

WEST (text adventures)

Explore the ancient dwelling place of Dwarves — or pit your wits and
reflexes against a gang of robbers in a Western ghost town, These
challenging text adventures are stimulating, addictive — and highly
enjoyable.

"WEST will please not only adventure addicts but anyone who ever frowned
into a puzzle of any sort” OL USER

The guality of the game is superb — this is the standard the others have to

beat MICRO ADVENTURER on ZKUL
Available from selected branches of W H Smiths or direct from TALENT
each
& (Please add S0p
postage and packing) [

COSMOS

by G F Cornwell

Identify over 500 stars and planets with this impressive astronomy
program. COSMOS displays your choice of star maps for any date and
time and for any part of the world.

View the solar system, the moons of Jupiter, the rings of Saturn —
even Halley's Comet. Call up comprehensive information on any
visible object in the sky. Menu-driven, easy to use — a fascinating

addition ta your QL software library.
£14.95]|

Avallable direct from TALENT

iPlease add 50p
postage and packing)

or direct from TALENT

L R Eeoa b s

(Please add S0p | =
postage and packing) . ,’f ‘.‘ " 24 Hour Credit Card Hot-Line 041-552 2128
COMPUTER SYSTEMS SOFTWARE FROM SCOTLAND
= — e — ey

CURRAN BUILDING, 101 ST JAMES ROAD,
GLASGOW G4 ONS

l £14.95}
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News

Special Offer

Sinclair knocks all
competition for six

SINCLAIR RESEARCH is
selling twice as many compu-
ters as Acorn and Commodore
put together, according to a
recent survey by Audits of
Great Britain.

Its market share for the four
weeks ending September 7 was
56.8 per cent, u.huh isa ?{} per

Smelawr: euphoric
| cent rise on the last figures

published. The bulk of the
sales is made up by the Spec-
trum Plus. The QL lags behind
with less than six per cent of
sales, followed by other pro-
ducts, such as Sinclair RL‘:LHI‘L‘h
peripherals and software,

Graphics ald

from Psion

A DRAWING package based
upnn the one used to create the
graphics of QL Chess and
Match Point has been launched
by Psion.

Q Draw is used to produce
low or high resolution graphics
using pens of varying thickness
together with lines and shapes
which can be filled with colour.
Drivers for several popular
mono and colour printers have
been included so that a perma-
nent record of artwork can be
kept.

David Frodsham, marketing
manager for Psion says: “Q
Draw started life as one of the
many powerful software tools
written for Psion’s own use,
and made possible the complex
screens for QL Chess and
Match Point. It was quickly
recognised as an invaluable
program for screen drawing
and design work, which 15 why
we have released it.”

just half a per cent.

Although the Spectrum Plus
is top of the league, the QL has
made the most dramatic leap in
sales. The machine's market
share has jumped by just under
five per cent after only one
week at the new £199 price.

Alison Maguire, marketing
manager for Sinclair, says:
“These figures, like the latest
research from MINTEL, show
that far from turning its back
on home computers the public
is buying almost as many as it
was last year.

“Of course the peak buying
season is not yet fully underway
but AGB's data supports what

‘The QL market
share is also
tremendous and
backs our
decision to
reposition the QL
at the new price’

we have already said, that Sinc-
lair products are what the pub-
lic want to buy.

“The QL market share is also
tremendous and backs our deci-
sion to reposition the QL at the
new price,”

Despite the euphoria from
Sinclair, some of the computer
manufacturers mentioned In
the survey, such as Amstrad,
have dismissed the figures as
non-representative. It is easy to
see why Amstrad, which got a
seven per cent slice of the cake,
is upset. The poll covered
57,000 units and was taken
from such high street stores as
Dixons, Laskys, Rumbelows
and John Lewis. It did not
include Boots and WH Smith.

‘tremendous’

Maguire:

SINCLAIR USER December 1985

BEYOND SOFTWARE has put together an Xmas package
of such unbeatable value that you're going to blow your
ROMs in anticipation. Well, you're going to get at least
mildly excited by it.

For only £5.95 each you can scoop up all those Beyond
classics which slipped through your sweaties before,
including the recent Sorderon’s Shadow, barely out on
the shelves.

There's Lords of Midnight and Doomdark’s Revenge,
the fantasy wargames boasting of trillions of landscape
views and a teeming population of dwarfs, giants, elves
and sundry barbaric races. Then we've got the icon
driven science fiction strategy of Shadowfire, and the
two-player slapstick spy spoof of Spy wvs Spy. And,
finally, the innovative Sorderon’s Shadow, which com-
bines text input with the multi-directional graphics of the
Midnight games.

There's something here to please everyone, unless
you're some kind of mindless arcade fruitcake. All you
have to do is fill in the coupon — or drop heavy hints to
your friends and relatives by attaching it to your
Christmas prezzie list — and send it off with the appropri
ate folding stuff to Beyond Software. This EXCLUSIVE
offer runs out on January 31, 1986, and prices quoted are
inclusive of VAT, p&p etc, etc.

BEYOND/SINCLAIR USER

CLASSIC
CHRISTMAS

CRACKER

BEYOND/SINCLAIR USER CLASSIC CHRISTMAS CRACKER
Send to: Beyond Software, 3rd Floor, Lector Court,
151 Farringdon Road, London EC1R 3AD.

Please rush me: Price Quantity
Lords of Midnight £5.95
Doomdark’s Revenge £5.95
Sorderon’s Shadow £5.95

~ Spy vs Spy £595
Shadowfire £5.95

~ TOTAL o

| enclose a cheque/PO faor .. i
or debit my Access/Visa accnunt Nu

EEEEyY

Name i e e el b b neris
Address

------------------------------------------------------------------------

.......................................................................................

. Postcode ................ P

Make chequea payable to Beyond Software.
Allow 28 days for delivery, Offer expires January 31, 1986.

— — W S (S S S — — — — | —
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PR\ R0 RTS8 (| MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVINGS
\9
S L e SPEC]'RUM/PL U Release date say Ocean Nov/Dec
“ SPECTRUM: £5.95
e : . ie Ar Kung Fu, Knight Rider, Rambo, Street Hawk:
1] 71:*? = b an by H [ T
r"ﬁ i ’_Q/LS Ea e‘.{f—"u@j&mr ransformers £5.95
o e e e - SPECTRUM Southern Bell 6.85 Bounce 7.50
INCLUDING INTERFACE o ;
i Shadow Fire..... 6.95 Highway Encounter 595 Zoids..... 5.95
PLUGS STRAIGHT INTO SPECTRUM/PLUS ) World Baseball........ 5.25 Metabolis 550 Impossible Mission 5.95
f’ 5 gg . Beach-Head.......... 5.95 Basketball Int (Elte) 495 Macadam Bumper . 5.95
ONLY L] POST FREE ik, Emeraldisle......... 550 RupertBear 6.75 Starguake 595
«TOP + TRIGGERFIREBUTTON LA Tapper .......... . 5.50 Fairfight............. 7.590 Astro Clone 5.95
« AUTO FIRE MODE g ; Spy Hunter, .. 5.50 Thal'sthe Spinit....... 6.50 Endurance 5.95
2 " Brucelee...........585 CodeNameMalll . 675 DrWho.. . .. 11.50
; KEMPSTON COMPATIBLE Tt Starion v 298 Terrormaolinos 5.95 Worm in Paradise _. 7.50
STABILIZING SUCTION CUPS F.G.T Hollywood ... 7.50 Now Games..... 6.75 XCEL 2.85
* SPECTRUM ORPLUS= UNBEATABLE OFFER Rock Homor Show.. 6.50 Bounty Bob 6.75 Critical Mass 6.75
SEND FORINSTANT DESPATCH Nodes of Yesod ... 7.50 Tujab e .75 Sold A Million 7.50
Daley’s Supertest ... 585 Scooby Doo 525 W.5 Basketball 595
PRICEBREAKTHROUGH a —— SOt 4.99 MDN','UI"I‘ITIE Run... 595 Chimera 3.895
SW|TCHnBI.E { Rockfords Riot ........ 7.50 Talos............ 585 Beach-Headl|l 7.50
: . Jat Set Willy Il......... 550 Trivia v 38 B.C. Quest 7.50
JUYSTICK — iz Dun Darach... 750 RedMoon............ 525 Sword & Sorcery.... 7.50
; SpyvsSpy ... 6.95 Popaye.... e 125 Tomahawk vainer T
|NT£HFACE — _ gulgn;.. s ;g gc}yg the Wood .. 7.50 Gyro Scope 5.95
R — ey ambusters ..., : goff Capes........ . 5.95 Sabbilor 6.75
ONLY f 72 ggPIJST FREE S grl:lle Position........... 6.85 S!Jﬂerrnaﬂ . 7.50 Back to Skool 5.25
* ALL THREE SYSTEMS AT THE FLICK OF A SWITC SR BE B ik g
* 'KEMPSTON'—'CURSOR'— INTERFACE II' b it o et R bl B L
E 8 g ... . of the Mask.......... 7.50 Graham Gooch 6.75
Rigﬁfﬂi :ﬂ"g‘[ﬁt'smég‘égﬁ%Fg;gh”D'“G NF Open Golf......... 7.50 Blade Runner ... 6.85 Vectum 5.95
i i ? Karate ..........cccc.... 550 Fighting Warrior...... 5.95 Siar Fire Birds 5.95
uy with QUICKSHOT Il complete for onrvt"lg w Dynamite Dan 5.50 Shadow Unicom ..11.25 Sweebo's World...... 5.95
SENDNOW " The Artist.............. 10.50 Schizophrenia......... 5.95 Never Ending Story 7.50
Exploding Fist ......... 6.95 Winter Sports .......... 7.50 Wham Music Box ... 7.50
Now you can create Superb Graphics easily with Nightshade........... 7.50 Riddier'sDen.......5.95 Lordofthe Rings.. 12.50
P V . Roland Ral........... 5.50 Sorderon's Shadow 7.50 Big Daddy 5.95
= . . the New l'lghtw"ter Fostage included UK. Please state which micro. Fast Service.
) ONLY Send cheque/PO to: MEGASAVE, Dept 5U
£16_ 99 76 Westbourne Terrace, London W2

POST FREE
Lightpen comes
completa with
Interface & Software
* Sust giug o e Dated Lighifwnier and driw oo oles, SQUNves, recianles, make
superty fand dravwangs, pairt, (i, erase, choose mks, paper, Colfows. * Save your
FEELITE irlg mrasrnory TR snd L i andmation or 5ave Gria TaDe o WEe W your
o gavres, © A0 funptns SANRC T R SoARE TN WAl Pie i Be
# Linbeatabde valuar. ® Motheng more ro buy,

SEND NOW AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Sampling Technology.
NOW Avaiable

on your Spectrum
Complete urvt and Software

..£49.99 ..

Join the
ORIGINAL
SOFTWARE LIBRARY

tha longest-established saltware
library in the world

return-of-post service assured by our
unigue ten-megabyte system
hundrads of titles—not just the usual
games bul a huge selection of really
usatul applications programs

ATy ar ondy pep

e

¥ il gk
WA BT P Ao

all 1apes guaranteed to load

helpful dascriptive catalogue FREE
to meambers (£1.50 to non-mambers)

friendly, helpful service
pften imitated, never equalled

Access welcome—join by lelaphone
on 0730 892732 (24 hrs)

many bargain offers to members

u
B branches in eight overseas countries
[ ]

only 90p to hire any tape—and thai
even includes VAT and postage

B undoubtedly the best overall value

Gamas Ace features:

KEMPSTON COMPATIELE = MIYSTICK INTERFACE Turbo Ace featuras:

ACCEPTS ANTY 8 PIN JOYSTICK INCLUDING RAPID ALL THREE SYSTEMS AT THE FLICK OF A SWITCH
FARE MODELS EEMPSTON = CURSOR = INTERFACE W « ACCEPTS
PLLIS DELIVERS THE SOLIND FROM YOUR ANY § PIN JOYSTICK = INCLUGHNG RAPIO FIRE
GAMES THROUGH TV SPEAKER. (Felly comtrolisbis) MODELS = ‘DN SCREEN SOUMND" AS ‘GAMES ACE

WHY SETTLE FoR LESS =

To: SOFTWARE LIBRARY, Farnham Road, West Liss, Hants GU33 6JU
Machine

ONLY ffﬁm or complete with OuickShot || ONLY ffiﬂ-::-r-::umplma with Cuick Shot 1
only £17.99 nr'vi?zﬁ

GUARANTEED SAME DAY
DESPATCHON ALLORDERS 24 HR CREDIT
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME CARD LINE
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Scandinavia, laly, 5. Aftrica {Reply Coupon please A
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Cliveophiles
rally round

zine 15 Sinclawr User.

C5s and pocket televisions.
Sinclarr User should

developments 1o make

worthy of its name.

SU bur
should

Sinclair

I propose that he

form a

country who would jom.

flat earth.

A Clive fan,
{David Cobbe),
Spilsby, Lincolnshire

® [ think vou're rather

estimaiing the batiery range of the C5

Very veird
reviewers

[ WONDER what kind of peo-
ple you are getting to do the

software reviews!
| I can't imagine how it

T'he graphics . . . OK,
then Jet Set Willy
three stars.

In fact,
be very veird humans.

® You have no idea how paird

| more motley pagele of hfe-forms Mve

| vel o |'|'.JJ,".‘ EVeEs Ll:lfiilfj

Reliable QL
shock horror

| THINK Sinclair Research is
doing a great job on their QL., 1
have found it very reliable and
any information I have asked
for from them has come first
class explaining my problem in
full. Sinclair may have made a

I WOULD like to point out to
: mber letters
— that the title of your maga-

Sir Clive Sinclair doesn™t just
make Spectrums and (QLs but

COVED
the C5 and any future Hlm,!.ur

I agree with Mr Smith that
politics should be omitted from
Inventions
feature withour ques-
tion. Keep up the good work.

Jean Moriarty,

Meopham, Kent

MAY I be permitted to final
comment on the Dietmar Os-
man — letters, August — saga.
should
society of Latter Day
Luddities — there must be at
least one other person in the
They
could both ride off in their C3s
and drive over the edge of their

oVer-

possible to give Danger Mouse
in Double Trouble as high a
rating as vour magazine did.
but the
game is absolutely boring. And
2 got only

your reviewers must

Kristoffer Bakke,
Bergen, Norway

Blast compiler
a damp squib

IT IS NOT very often that |
read something which makes
me angry, but Marcus Jeffrey
has done just that with his
review of Blast — October, SU,

The software I received had
an errata sheet stating that
some commands were not
working, and that an updated
version would be sent later.
After finding that it would not
compile a simple ten line prog-
ram, I requested a refund, but
was persuaded to try an up-
dated version.

On receipt [ tried once again.
This time the program did
compile but the runtime was
the same speed as Basic. Both
versions to P-code and M-code
resulted in longer code but no
increase in speed which was
visible on the screen.

I then tried to compile two
Basic programs. The first lock-
ed up and the second was even
worse. | sent Oxford Computer
Systems the program so that
they could have a go. It was
suggested that I try another
version, but at this point I
asked for my money back,
which I duly received.

I am a serious programmer
and Blast, or should I call it

lot of mistakes in their time but
they are getting there. Well
done Sinclair I say!
Jonathan Petty,
Washington,
Tyne and Wear
® [ can spot a lenter from Sinclair PR
when [ see one

Déja va for
Jet Set Willy 2

IN YOUR NMNovember issue I
came across some pokes for
infinite lives on Jet Set Willy 2.
I quote: ““1 have just completed
hacking through Jet Set Willy
2." Rubbish. It is an exact copy
of a program which appeared
two months ago in Your Spec-
frier.

Why do people like Gareth
Henry recycle old articles and
try to make out they devised
the whole thing?

Andrew Boucher,
Sawston,
Cambridgeshire

Phut, was about as much use to
me as @ hole in the head. What
does Marcus Jeffery do - sell

cars?
Patrick Norris,
Worthing, Sussex
@ [ resied the on @ unde range

of programs, of which only one failed.
Unfortunately, you didn’t mention
whichk wversiom of Blast vou wwere
using. As [ understand it, versions of
Blast had been sent owt priov 1o the
repiced, and ervors were being cor-
rected. Not only would OCS try 10
compile any program which failed,
but all cusiomers would receive ver-
ston updates as they became avail-
able.

I am told that due 1o a tape
duplication error, a number of copies
have been released which incorrectly
claim to be version 3.0. Version I.n
will now have been released - sl
contatning one knoeen bug when com-
pﬁmammuchkmdt and poss-
thly even wversion 4.0 swhich will
Wmmﬂmm

Blast does have its drawbacks, and
I wonld not recommend anvbody com-

piling large programs on a tape svs-
tem. Nevertheless, at the time of the

reveiw, Blast was the only compiler
claﬁuﬁw to be able to handle all
Spectrum Basic.

By the way, is anvbody interested
i a second-hand Maro? One careful
owner . . . Marcus Jeffrev.

Maintain a
good service

IN RESPONSE to vour
maintenance article in August
I'm writing to compliment a
repair firm called Capital Com-
puter Services,

I sent my Speccy for repair
and nine days later it returned
in full working order. Prices
vary for different services, mine
costing £16.00 inclusive of ev-
ervthing vou can think of.

How's that for service?

Ian Fisher,

Barbourne, Worcester

® Capual. Er
.‘.E-PE,L.L.‘,'_;.

Way of the
Yawning Fist

DO YOUR reviewers play the
games for just a day? If they do
they should try the game again
for about three days and I'm

what's a
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sure they would not get into the
habit of giving Classics to every
game.

When 1 found that Way of
the Exploding Fist had re-
ceived a Classic I rushed out
and bought it. The next day 1
was bored with it. I'd mastered
all the moves and the screens
are very similar.

The Classic should only be
given to games with about three
or four weeks lasting interest.

Anthony Bowler,

Hyde, Cheshire

@ Three days? Half an hour bertveen
tunchbreaks of vou're lucky. Sertously,
though — Fist pot a weekend of

Jovstick bashing and all I managed

was fourth Dan. I think I'd benter
crael back o my hovel m Dun
Darach . Cohns Bowrne

Lonely ROMs

I'M an [talian bov and 1 would

like some 48K Spectrum pen
friends, I'm 18.

Luca Biagini,

Via Roccatagliata 92,

54030 Fossone Carrara, Italy

I AM nearly 13 and
spectrum. [ am very
in Wriling programs

own 4 43K
imnterested
and plaving
E I would like en-pal
who ] u|||11 swap listings with
Joseph Coleman,

15 Riverside Crescent,
Flowerdale, Victoria 3658,
Australia

I'M A 17 year
with a 48K 5
b f.:|-.ll.1 Lo
programs and hints

ald. Spanish boy
ctrum. | would
swap games. ideas,
with Euiro

Jose Luis I loret Soler
C/Barranguet 11-4

03000 Villajovosa, Alicante,
Spain

I AM 1] and I am looking fora
pen-pal of about  the
swap games and
ideas. | own a 48K Spectrum.

Jane Pullen,

6, Walreddon Close,
Tavistock, Devon PL19 EDW

I AM 4 vears old, and own a
48K Spectrum Plus, 1 would
like a pen-pal from Portugal,
Icekind, Canada or the Middle
East.

foreign

sme age, o

lan Howe,
33 Throckmorton Road,
Alcester, Warwickshire

BA9 6QB

ANYONE out there willing to
hints or tips. 1
rth of software and
hundreds of magazines
Brendan Forde
78 Crawley Crescent,
Hampden Park, East Sussex,
EN22 9RN

SWap EAMEs,

Letters
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prediction aid. It comes comphete with the larges: database
gvadable - 22000 matches over 10 years. The database updates
auiomatically as results coma in
PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAWS, but AWAYS, HOMES
and NO SCORES.
SUCCESSFUL SELEC guararmee that Poolswinner periorms
significantly beter than chance.
ADAPTABLE Frobabilities are given on gyery fxture -
choose as many selections as you need for your bat, Tha .
precise prediction farmuola can be seq by the usar - you can Baxed, with darailad
develop and test your own unique method insiruction boolkdst
SIMPLEDATA ENTRY Al team names are in the program. Simply type in the reference
numbears fram the sereen. Or use FINGEN 1o produce fixture list sutormatically (see bealow ).
DISC'MICRODRIVE COMPATIBLE Tapes supplied with comversion instractions.
PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy printout of data if you have a printer.
AVAILABLE FOR Spectrum (48K), Commodore 64, VIC 30 (+ 16K), AMSTRAD,
BBC B, Asari (48K), ZX81 (1€K). Dragon, Apple [I, ELECTRON

PRICE £15.00 (all inclusive)

AT LAST: Mo more struggling for hours 1o get the
FIXGENBE‘[ fischare list into the computer, FICGEN has been

programmed with all English and Scotish
fxtures for 1898536, Simply type in the date, and the full fichure list is
generated in seconds. Fully with Poclewinner.
POOLEWINNER with FIXGEN £16.50 (all inclusive)

COURSEWINNERv; rocu Coovevee

You can develop and test your own anique wuu‘llnu system by adjusting the
analysis [ormmala, or use the program in simple mode. Coursewinnmar V3 uses
satistical analysis of major factors including past lorm, speed ratings, course
statistics, prize money, weight. going, traines and jockey form etc, etc. It
outputs most likely winners, good long edds bets, lorecasis iricasts stc The
database neludes vital course statistics far all British courses. ¥ou can update
the database - never goss out of daie

M’ﬂ.lLML.Emtap-mum (45K} Commodore &4, BBC [B), AMSTRAD  Atan (48K, Appla D
PRICE £15.00 {all inclusive) inciudes Flat AND National Hant versions.

L T
Send ChequesPOs for reamn of post service to
- selec EN
phone 34 hrs SOFTWARE phone 24 hrs
37 COUNCILLOR LANE, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE. & 061-428 7425

Send for hall lisf of oot software )

3

............. 7 p
: L

ZAPPER :
£14.95% ) n-i-u

THE FIRST 100% MACHINE CODE O’I_
ARCADE GAME FOR THE Q1. J'.‘
KEUEES O SEPERSAROOET AN LTI OO0 K -
-I.II:I|'I~.':I:.'..{II SR 1 LY T I U R T Y 'JT

| OLART  auss

THE ULTIMATE GRAPHICS AID FOR
SUPERBASIC MANY ADVANCED
FEATLURES rve Moacarire arbon o fbaka FER
PRSI E R WIS ISP NER & WIT O 8T WeRT

ARCHIVER i

INVOILCING, MAILING, STOCK
CONTROL, APPOINTMENTS
PROGRAMES FOR PSION ARCHIVE
THAT YOU CANALTERTOSUITYOUR
BUSINESS ricisviagi viv i

ODUMPS s

MACHINE CODE SCREEN DUMP TO
DUMP ALL OR PARTS OF THE SCREEN

*JOYSTICKS QSHOT 11 QL £13.95

SURESHOT £25.95 ALL PROGRAMES
ARE AVAILABLE ON DISK + LEADS,
DISK DRIVES AND ALL ACCESORIES.

EIDERSOFT

N AMI

| ADDRESS ! : I
PLEASE SEND 4 COPIES OF QLART/ZAPPER

| SAE FOR VRCHIVERSTMPS
MORE INFORMATHNS SHON QLASURESHOT Ol
ADD LA POST & PACKING PER ORDER MAKE CHEQUES & PAOCS PAYARLE TO

I EIDERSOFT AT

THE OFFICE HALL FARM, SORTH O0ORKENDON, LFMINSTER, FSSEX BM14 300
] Tel: B1-4T8 1290 ALL DELIVERIES WITHIN 00 DAYS OR MONEY REFUNDED I

LOTHLORIEN

WATERLOO

@ | player wargame

@ All graphic map of battlefield

@ 3 levels of play

® "Intelligent” corps commanders
@ Detailed booklet

@ Full details of terrain features and
strong points

® Spectrum 48K and + £9.95

TIME SANCTUARY AUSTERLITZ
@ Futuristic adventure game @ | player all graphic wargame
@ Fast, full colour surrealistic companion 1o Waterloo

landscape graphics

@ Exploration of map and maze
® People to meet and trade with hidden movement by computer

® Intelligent characters ® Release date 19 Nov. 1985
® Spectrum 48K and + £7.95 @ Spectrum 48K and + £9.95

Please allow 28 days delivery.
M.C. Lidthlorien Ltd, 56A Park Lane, Paynton

@ Features as per Waterloo plus

I e o b e s P o A PHE s e LR e SR R e

| enclose a chaque’P.0, made payable 1o M C Lathlarben Lid.
Fleass debit my Access Account No.Visa Account No

Post Code

Tolesales jor Credit Cards REF: 5012
M C LOTHLORIEN, 58a Park Lane, Poynton, Cheshire SE12 |RE. Tel: Poynion (0625) 876842

—— ———

SUPER-LEAGUE ] |

Acclaimed the best football simulation game....

".ssalter using it for severnl days I had to write and congratulate you
on & roally sxcellent program.® - A.M, (Middlesex)

"The program is addictive.last night I spent from 11.00m.m, to 11.%0p.m. |
taking Lesds to win the champlonship by 1 point.® = 1.8, (Shropshire)

“I must oongratulate you on an outstanding game well werith every panny.
Thank you.® - 5,5, (Esaex)

"My mon and grandson in Australis are delighted...a gem...nelther of them
have stopped playing it,Thanks for & great game,™ = N.G, (West Susmex )

"1 thought I should write because of your emcellent ERme, “=Mr Mol . (W .Mida)

Note the following true-to-life features. ... J

@ = Full 1 1-aside match action @ — Or-screen commentary shawing current
scove, name of player in possession,
a eug | limeplayed

@ = Scake 90-minute gams [
@ — Indradual player skills
&— Fuil 22-12am League

# @ = 472-match season

SITEIROENTLITELINIY

uﬁhhnprh-ﬂl-“ﬂiﬂuhﬁ

e
Lves
2 ikt
g avier i A ® — League table and
B nermicd [l *] - j * b L . sl resulls on Screen
’ :::t . and ponler
] i s L " i L | '
] 5 N ® — Save season 1o
"=nE
L (3 3 date on lape
£6.50 s s | ®Alsclorm any league
{inc p_ap_j Liverpesi @ Ever Len of 22 teams and pick
direct from 5 your own players!
CROSS 4
CHGSS SGFTWAHE F Also availlable from selected
72 S’H'ﬂﬂﬁhﬂp'&, lL, stores in the London area
Burney Drive, al lincluding VIRGIN GAMES
Loughton, Essex, 1G10 2 R| CENTRE, Oxford Streel W1
E
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Explosion of

high scores

Nightshade

HERE ARE some useful
pokes: to walk through walls,
POKE 580560 or POKE
57449,0; for infinite lives
POKE 53442.0: POKE
53443.12: w walk through
monsters POKE  51105,0
(please note that when this
poke is used you cannot pick up
any objects but it is useful for
mapping out the city).

To bug vour mates, POKE
49811.,0. When the game starts
it will automatically return you
to the first screen, making i

impossible to play the game.

Pinball
Wizard

YOU may be interested in a few
pokes for CP Software’s Pinball
Wizard. They must be entered
in the context of the program
below.

Line 10 loads to a higher
address than normal to stop the
program auto-starting, and a
machine code routine is set up
in lines 20-40 to move the
program back to s proper
address. This only works on
48K Spectrums.

RUN the program then play
the tape.

5 CLEAR 60000

10 LOAD ““CODE 33000,
16128

15 Put POKEs here
20 FOR p=50000 TO 50011
25 READ q: POKE p.q

30 NEXT p

35 DATA 1,0,63,17,0,64,33,
232,128,237,176,201

40 PRINT USR 50000

POKE 48182,0 for infinite
lives/balls; POKE 49054,0 for
Bonus resets at 10,000 instead
of 1000; POKE 45566,b-1
where b equals the number of
balls (maximum=15).

David

Powell,

Exeter

\\ College,
Oxford

Robert Sorfleet,
Barnsley, South Yorkshire

Tapper

I CLAIM to be the champion
with a high score of 408,050. 1
cleared the punk bar with five

lives left.
Daniel Stothardagell,
Sheffield

Kokotoni Wilf

[F YOU are using the Spec-

trum Plus, pressing True and

Inverse Video together on the

title screen will transport you to
AD1467 with 20 items.

Darren Heaton,

Malvern, Worcestershire

o

" Exploding Fist *

ER Sty ."I-‘E ;

I HAVE progressed to the
equivalent of 23rd Dan; after
that I got fed up and aborted
the game. My quickest victory
was on 13th Dan, when it took
me only six seconds to kill my
opponent.
Andrew Marshall,
Grantham, Lincolnshire

SOME HINTS: 1 — 3 Dan, try
to do leg sweeps all the time, as
they are the most effective and
cannot be blocked; 3 — 6 Dan,
jump over your opponent and
then use either a back high kick
or a back sweep — if he jumps

over your head you can easily
hit him with any forward moves
when he lands before you; 6 —
10 Dan, use the same move-
ments as 1—3 and 3—6 above.

After 10th Dan the computer
player is just the same as a first
Dan.

Really, I think The Way of
the Exploding Fist is just too
Easy.

Waheed Ahmed,

Cardiff

MY BEST score 1s 389,800 on
10th Dan.

J Meadows,

Cheadle, Cheshire

Mr Freeze

ON screen six I cannot get past

the first two robots, I have tried

jumping over them but I sull

get iced up. Any tips anyone?

Also, does anyone know a poke

to slow down the alien in Don't
Panic?

Andrew Down,

South Chard,

Somerset

Frankie Goes
to Hollywood

IN Frankie Goes to Holly-
wood, how do you enter the
floppy disc in the computer
room? Whenever I enter it, [
get the message: ‘Disc cor-

rupted’.
Ashley Buckingham,
Tiverton, Devon

Daley
Thompson’s
Supertest

ON THE pistol shooting event
I managed to score 64060,

ara AR AN LN T
F A A L, o

g

which is not possible (though
the 6, I have concluded, repre-
sents the number of bullseves).

My latest high scores are:
(Day 1) pistol shooting, 4840;
cycling, 35.06secs; diving, 82;
slalom, 46.34secs; (Day 2)
canoeing 24.04secs; penalties
3240; ski jump 84.90m; tug of
war, curly cob. My best score

on Day 1 is 85,740 and on Day
2, 48,705,

Simon Marks,

Southend-on-Sea

| HAVE scored 111,780 on Day
1 and 115,353 on Day 2. Indi-
vidual scores are; pistol shoot-
ing, 3270; cycling, 35.20secs;
diving 79; slalom, 45.98secs;
canoeing, 24.18; penalties,
5577; ski jump, 84.90m tug of
war, curly cob.

Lee Hunt,
Barrow, Cumbria

T TT

T
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Another great new game from

Bubble qu

By Stephen Crow
Author of Wizard's Lair

e SPECTRUM 48K

87 High Street, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1RX
Telephone: 0732 355962 Telex: 95151




SOFTWARE REVIEWS carry a star
rating, the basis of which will be

value for money. Programming,
graphics, speed, presentation,
addictive qualities and the rest are

|
=

Spectrum Software Scene E
Tl

taken into account.

Guide to ratings
% %k k% 24 carat. Buy it
* % % % Value for money
* % % Nothing special
* & Over-priced
* A rip-off

THE AH-64A Apache Advanced
Attack Helicopter. Think about 1t for
a moment. It flies at nearly 200 knots
maximum. It can chimb 1400 feet in a
minute. It carries 16 hellfire anti-tank
missiles, 1200 130mm cannon rounds,
and four pods of 70mm rockets. If that
isn’'t enough to freeze the blood, or
rather vaporise it, the pilot’s helmet
responds to what the pilot is looking at
and points the guns at it.

It sounds like an extremely unlikely
nightmare, but 1t's real, and Digital
Integration has finally brought out it’s
long talked-about simulation. Toma-
hawk is the follow-up to Fighter Pilot,
which we still rate as the best flight
simulatuon around for the Spectrum.
But Tomahawk takes the genre to
new levels of sophistication with a
variety of options and levels of vio-
lence which will surely delight simula-
tion lovers and militaristicc Rambo-
freaks alike.

The chopper is easy enough to fly in
training mode, but the landscape you
see 1s very detailed, and since helicop-
ter gunships are all about getting
down low and hugging the surface,

yvou’'ll rapidly discover the delights of

cruising eight feet off the ground at
100 knots. Trees and buildings are the

least of your worries — there are
mountains and pylons which present
even more hazardous obstacles.

Then there’s the enemy. Dotted
around the playing area are tanks,
field guns, and an enemy helicopter.
Once you get into the proper play
mode — even as a trainee — life gets
hairy as those blaze away at you
whenever they can. They also produce
rather impressive explosions if you
knock them out.

The control panel is fairly cluttered,
but you won't need to look at all the:
instruments all the ume. The controls
are responsive, and there's a twin
joystick opuon if you want to put all

SINCLAIR USER o
I AL L“l‘
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the controls onto sticks.

Manoeuvres are quite different
from flying aircraft. Helicopters tend
not to like looping the loop, but the
instruction booklet details hair-raising
stunts such as torque turn and auto-
rotation, where vou reduce the revs
and drive the rotors with air passing
upwards through them. You can even
land a helicopter with the engine
completely cut out.

Options include four levels of diffi

L4

culty, day or night flying, crosswind

and turbulence effects, and cloud.
The last is great fun. You can select a
cloud base from 50ft to 1000ft. At S0ft
nearly every object on the terrain can
only be seen when you're low enough
to hut it. On the other hand, it's
tremendous fun dropping like a stone
out of the sky in front of the enemy to
Zzap him.

The wireframe graphics are effec-
uve and appear well-regulated.
Targets appear as dots on the horizon
at first, and since there are plenty of
bushes and trees about which look
identical at long range there’s a realis-
tic feel to the business of hunting them
out. You'll rely on the cockpit instru-
ments to close in, but once you have
visual contact the best tactic is to fly
by instinct and keep a sharp eve on the
altumeter.

Digital Integration has produced a
superb simulation, with plenty of ac-
tion for games lovers; simulation
addicts can forget about the warfare
and just slink off to a quiet corner of
the map and practise aerobatics and
low-level flying. It"s the ideal mix, and
we recommend it without reservation.
Chris Bourn

Publisher Digital Integration
Price £9.95 Memory 48K
Joystick Sinclair, Kempston, cursor
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THOSE IRREPRESSIBLE Aussies
at Melbourne House seem full of
arcade games this Christmas, and are
just about to release another, in Gyro-
scope.

Somewhat less violent that the last
two gladiatorial offerings, it casts you
as a gyroscope, that small spinning toy
which appears to defy the laws of
gravity. You must guide the gyroscope
down five four-screen courses of in-
creasing difficulty, avoiding the cliff
edges, walls, and wvarious hazards
which are set in your path.

Amusement arcade fanatics may
recognise it as a version of the success-
ful Atari game, Marble Madness, but
Melbourne House says there’s no con-
nection between the two, and Gyro-

scope is not based on it. Weird — but

ACTIVISION’S latest may put you in
the role of a hacker sitting at your
Spectrum trying to break into the local
NatWest computer, in a forlorn
attempt to raise the dough for a new
printer interface, but it’s certain no
hacker ever encountered what vou
face.

Hacker contains no instructions.
The first screen asks you simply to
log-on, but what’s the password?

Once you've got through that,
which is not too difficult as Activision
does most of the work for you, you
begin to work your way into a global
conspiracy of mad multinationals
attempting to take over the world by

. . well, that would be telling.

never mind, it’s a remarkably addic-
tive game of great difficulty.

The graphics are really impressive
— a 3D landscape of gridded ramps
and cliffs along which the gyroscope
teeters, speeding up as it goes down
hill, running out of steam when climb-
ing. The secret is to build up just the
right speed and angle of movement
across each part of the course, so as to
move smoothly into the next screen
without wasting tume. But if you go
too fast, you'll fall over the edges —
and some of the corners must be
negotiated with single-pixel precision
Lo stay spinning.

As you progress, the paths become
more treacherous. Directional mag-
nets draw you unwillingly towards
disasters, while certain sections of
track are coated with glass to disrupt
your movement. Then there are
patches of what Melbourne House
claims to be aliens — they chatter at
you and bounce you around untl,
inevitably, it’s over the edge again.

There’s a time limit of 60 seconds
on each spin, so even if you stay out of
trouble you have to shift to make it in
ume. We managed the first run
reasonably easily after a bit of prac-
tice, but the second is much nastier

The game rapidly leaves the hack-
ing environment of bleeps and teletext
messages to send you round the world,
supposedly as an agent for the bad
guys. Essentially it’s a strategy adven-
ture, rather than a pure problem
solving fix for hackers. System 15000
it is not — the plot of that classic game
was realistic and gripping whereas
Hacker seems artificial and unbeliev-
able.

Arcade elements creep in once the
company begins to realise there is
someone messing about with its equip-
ment, and avoiding satellite tracking
systems as you piece the plot together
will annoy purists but probably inject
variety into the game for those with a
more limited attention span.

Take notes of everything which
happens and you’ll find it simple
enough to get into the problems posed
— but completing them is another
matter, and should take much longer.

Obviously, a review of a game
which depends entirely on your know-
ing nothing about it has to leave a lot
out. Whatever we write spoils some
fun, but on the other hand, once you
have penetrated to the main part of the
game, it settles down into an unusual
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and the third — well, hair-raising isn"t
the word.

Luckily, if you lose a life, you
remain on that screen, instead of going
back to the beginning of the run, so it
is possible to achieve some success
even if you use up all your lives to do
1.

Melbourne House should have
another winner on its hands. It seems
a pity that only 20 screens could be
fitted into the game — but they're a
pretty dazzling 20. Whether or not the
game is as original as Melbourne
House seems to think, we’ve never
seen anything quite like it on the
Spectrum. Buy it and go bananas.

Chris Bourne

type of adventure which holds rather
fewer surprises. Activision might have
included a few extra events and less
information about what to expect -
contained within the game - than it
has.

Meanwhile, just because this review
15 a bit thin on detail, don’t be put off
Hacker. We've left a lot out, and for
those who like a bit of strategy mixed
up with their adventuring, and aren't
too fussed by the rather wild scenario,
Hacker is good value. It's not as
revolutionary as Actuvision claims, but
it’s still worth buying for the long

winter nights. Chris Bourne




ERIC’S BACK again for a new term at
school, and the catapult bullets are
flying as thick as ever. In Skooldaze,
Eric had to steal his rotten report from
the Headmaster’s safe. Now he’s had
all summer to forge a new, glowing
version. The problem is, how to get it
back in the safe again.

Ower the break, there've been a few
changes at school. The same old mas-
ters, Mr Wacker, Mr Withit, Mr
Rockitt, and doddery old Mr Creek

still dish out the lines as angrily as °

ever, but the school has been consider-
ably enlarged. There's a girls’ school
on the other side of the playground,
and Eric’s got a girlfriend of his own.

And as well as the catapults and
good old fistfights, Eric has access to
stink bombs and water pistols to
create his own special mayhem. All his
old friends are there, such as Angel-
face the bully and Einstein the sneaky
swot, and it’s as big a riot as the
original Skooldaze.

The task of getting the report back
in the safe would be impossible if it

wasn’t for Eric’s big brother, who has
thoughtfully provided notes on how
he achieved the same feat two years
ago. It seems you've got to get the
masters drunk on the Headmistress'
private sherry in order to reveal the
combination for the science storeroom
where the frogs are kept.

“The gurls’ hedmistris hates frogs”
says Eric’'s brother. So nobble the old
bat with the frog and . . . ah, but you
can’t do that unless you have the bike,
and the bike's chained to the conker
tree, so you’'ll need to get Mr Wacker
to open a window by letting off a
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stinkbomb . . .
The graphics are fabulous, still the
same cartoon-like boys and masters

I

i, |
- 'i‘.

B i— YT YT

ﬂ'l' TR T

A DESOLATE asteroid houses an
advanced anti-matter conversion
plant, set up by an outlying system of
the Terra Federation.

A group of aliens has penetrated its
defences and has threatened to destroy
the plant, turning it into a black hole
which would suck thousands of inha-
bited planets into its colourless void.
Your mission is to disable the plant
before it achieves critical mass.

At the start of the game a 3D
representation of a desert world is
panned across the main display win-
dow until the dome-shaped hover pod
launcher comes into view.

Using joystick or keyboard vou

must orientate the pod and then press
the accelerator. The joystick is easier
to use as a simple one way movement
is enough to control the craft.

There are five zones through which
you must travel. In the first zone you
will encounter giant worms and dust
balls. In the second zone you will have
to contend with alien hover pods as
well.

Your pod remains intact while its
shield has enough power, but bump-
ing into obstacles and being Hit drains
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lurking in the corridors, the same
melee at dinner, the same scramble for
seats in overcrowded classrooms. But
there’s more variety on top of that — a
much larger playing area, horrible
little girls with hockey sticks, an
impressive array of impedimenta in
Mr Rockitt’s laboratory, desks that
open now to reveal water pistols and
stink bombs, and so on.

Although it’s extremely difficult to
get far into the quest, that won't stop
you having a good time. It’s fun just
trying to stay out of trouble — if you
get ten thousand lines you're expelled,
and what with the fighting and time-
tables to be reckoned with, vou're
hard enough pressed just to get to
your History lesson on time, or make
it back to assembly from the forbidden
classrooms of the girls’ school. Micro-
sphere has taken pity on Eric though
— he might persuade his girlfriend to
help him out with the lines.

Meanwhile there’s Einstein’s in-
credible knowledge of dates to envy,
Angelface’s knockout fists to avoid,
and lots of incidental mayvhem to raise
a laugh from spectators as well as
players. Chris Bourne

its resources. When your shields drop
the pod will implode, and you must
follow directions to the nearest pod
launcher to collect another craft.

If you manage to get into the final
zone the walls of the power plant soon
appear. To enter you must disable the
protective wall and destroy the source
of the energy beam.

The desert world portrayed in Cri-
tical Mass bears a remarkable simi-
larity to Frank Herbert’s Dune. Even
the hover pods looked like the winged
ornithopters portrayed in the film.

Fohn Gulbert

maore software on page 24




THE MUSIC EI'.'IX

A totally new and revolutionary music creating program for

your Spectrum. For the first time ever on the computer, look

forward to multi-channel sound and percussion effects as

you develop your very own musical tunes — and all without

any knowledge of music org ’?ramming. Easy and fun to

use WHAM — THE MUSIC proves that there is REAL
MUSIC hidden inside your Spectrum.

Features 5 demc;nslratinn TDP 20 tunes by WHAM. Available
or th _ £9.

MELBOURNE HOUSE

Melbourne House (Publishers) Ltd., Castle Yard House, Castle Yard, Richmond, TW10 6TF
Trade enquiries call 01-940 6064
Available from selected branches of (J5¥) WHSMITH ,"/SUSTN WOOLWORTHN. LASKYS, Rumbelows Greens.

Spectrum Shops, and all good software dealers




A severe attack of Chivalry
ont & Woonlit Wnight
Ue Olde 48R Spectrime £9.953

EM']LKEJ@J* @@D] Unit 15, The Western Centre, Bracknell, Berks. 0344 427317




PREVIEW

Surfchamp

HANG FIVE. Hang ten. Hang it all
— how does a land-locked Londoner
come to terms with the arcane world
of surfing? There’s absolutely no swell
on the Thames!

In Britain, surfing — and we're
talking boards that ride the waves, not
windsurfing — is such a minority

sport as to be almost invisible. It isn’t
even easy to learn how unless you're
lucky enough to live in one or two
select spots.

Now along comes a new company
called New Concepts with, believe it
or not, a new concept — a seven and a
half inch long keyboard overlay in the

shape of a surfboard for the rubber
keyved Spectrum, with a Spectrum
Plus version to follow.

At last everyone has the opportunity
to ride the wild surf as it rolls in on
their television screens. First though,
it's worth going through the tutoral
side of the tape to learn a little of the
history of surfing, the nature of boards
and some of the jargon. What is a
three fin thruster?

It’'s worth taking notice because
you'll need some of the information
when you load the other side of the
tape which starts with a report on the
day’s conditions; air and water
temperature, and wind speed and
direction. Those will affect vyour
choice of equipment, as will your age,
sex and weight. In fact, you'll be

learning a fair amount about surfing as
vou choose the best combination for
the conditions.

Now is the time to stow the board
on your van and with a cry of ‘Surf’s
up!” its down to the beach, a rocky
break to the left, a small island in the
distance. This is where the preview
copy of the game is most disappoint-
ing. While the graphics suffice they
are hardly state of the art. However,
that is compensated for by what comes
next.

The surfboard sits over the
keyboard, centred on the letter G.
Your hand les flat upon it with fingers
on Caps Shift and 1 for left and right.
Walk your stick figure along the beach
and press gently on the nose of the
board and you’re in the water. Next,
it’s out to where the waves start,
paddling left and right and dipping
the board’s nose to porpoise under the
waves. It is at that stage you will learn
whether your suit choice was right

because if you are just wearing pods —
shorts — in the chilly North Sea your
energy will drain away.

Found the place? Good, because
you are now waiting for the perfect
wave to roll by. Choose the optimum
moment to press 2 and ride it. Sud-
denly the screen changes, a much
larger sprite surfer silhouetted against
a wall of water. Quickly move your
hand to the back of the board, apply
pressure and you're surfing.

At first you will do well 1o glide
down the face of the water but with
time you will learn to manoeuvre and
that is when the multi-fin boards come
into their own. While those are more
difficult to handle you will find they
are capable of amazing stunts. Practice
15 aided by a mode which allows you to
switch into slow motion.

While that dinky little surf board

could so easily have been no more than
a gimmick, destined to decorate the
mantlepiece, a lot of thought has gone
into simulating reality. No way could
mere keys capture the control possible
from walking the board. The sharp-
ness of each turn is controlled by
careful placing of pressure — New
Concepts boasts that no fewer than 20
keys are read. You can even trail your
hands in the water.

The gamut of surf stunts is open
to you. Start with a gentle turn to ride
the length of the wave. Then a 360,
turning the board right round. Up the
wave again and off the lip, going just
over the edge, or most spectacularly of
all, an aerial cutback where you shoot
off into the air then wrench the six
foot board back into the soup.

Did I say six foot? Once you get into
this it is easy to forgert that it is just a

computer game, control becoming
almost as instinctive as the real thing.
I found myself aiming for longer rides,
more difficult manoeuvres. Don’t get
too absorbed though, because rocks
present a nasty hazard for the unwary.
Providing you avoid them you can surf
till your energy runs out.

A clever system of scoring gives you
points as awarded in championships,
though out of 100,000 rather than 10.
New Concepts is promising a competi-
tion for those who can beat the pre-
vious best score, which is fun, but
even if you can’t get as high, I think
Surfchamp provides an almost uni-
que challenge thanks to that little
board which turns Spectrum surfing
into something satisfyingly physical.

New Concepts Ltd, 37 Dublin
Street, Carlow, Ireland. Tel: 0503
32492/32208. Ferry Musr
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Shadow of ¥
the Unicorn

A LONG, long time ago somebody
wrote a book full of evil, and then
somebody else found 1t and read it,
and all the evil flew out and infected a
vast fantasy land, and you've got to
make 1t right again.

Doy catha

Eneray
TnJury

There are ten characters to control,
but you start with three - King
Mithulin, Avarath the Wizard, and
Ulin-Gail the Satyr.

Yes, it's that sort of game — lots of
strange names and places to explore,
all very Tolkienish. You also get to see
the latest wheeze from Mikro-Gen, the
Mikro-Plus interface which has 16K
of the game ROMmed into it.

Most of the extra memory seems to
be about having a really enormous
playing area. The graphics themselves
are not particularly special, but you
get attractive views of the land and
your characters, which you play one at
a ume, are animated.

Mikro-Gen seems to have been un-
able to reproduce the masking effects
of Everyone's a Wally for the
graphics, but the colour-clash really
isn’t too bad.

It's very much an adventure game
on a grand scale. Most of the heroes
have objects associated with them -
Holdin’s Helm, or the Veil of Guinol.
Clues to the appropriate use of such
objects are to be found in a 100 page
novelette called Shadow of the Un-
icorn, written by Dale and Shelley
McLoughlin.

The book tells of what happened
prior to the adventure. It is particular-
ly helpful in explaining who the var-
1ous characters are and also filling out
places on the map provided with the
game — which is neither complete nor
entirely accurate.

Characters vary in abilities. Avarath
is clearly the most useful to start with,
because he can zap the nasties with his
magic staff. Unfortunately, he loses
energy fast, so he’ll have to look out
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for magic bushes and wells 1o re-
plenish his energy.

Some characters, such as Avarath
and Mithulin, are vital to the game
and vou lose if they die. Others are
less important, and serve to protect or
run errands for the major players.

Shadow is obviously a big game,
and after hours of play we felt we had
only scratched the surface. At the
price it’s clearly great value, since you
get the 16K black box and joystick
interface thrown in, as well as a novel.
Unfortunately, you can only use the
interface with the game.

We've given it a Classic after a bit of
soul-searching — somehow you expect
miracles just because there’s some
hardware hanging off the back of the
Spectrum, and miracles vou don't get.
But the full guest, if you can fathom
out what's going on, is obviously
going to take a while to sort out, and
the setting is atmospheric and intel-

“gL‘ﬂll}’ worked out. Chris Bourne

PublisherMicro-Gen Price £14.95
Memory 48K + 16K included
Joystick Kempston interface included
ke ok

Riddler’s Den

WHAT HAS it got in its pockets? The
answer is important if Trunkie the
Manlephant is to find the Great Gol-
den God Gregogo.

You must find the golden tusk.
There are four pockets in your ele-
phantine skin to carry four objects.

i

Some of those need to be placed in
specific pockets to work.

All the riddles are solved by placing
the right objects in the right locations,
and to do that you must read the
diabolical attempt at verse.

Unfortunately, some of the rooms
are off limits untul you find certain
objects. The game map is split into
three sections. The first, in the middle,
contains the objects to get into the
right-hand section.

Matching objects and locations is an
irritating business and it will fake you
hours to work your way through the
right section of the program.

Riddler’'s Den is easy to play but
difficult to solve. The graphics may
look conventional — in the Atic Atac
mould - but the game has less of the
hack and slash that Ultimate has in its
products. It is a mind game with

arcade overtones and will appeal to
those who have had enough of con-
tinual killing, Tohn Gilbert

Publisher Electric Dreams ‘
Price £7.95 Memory 48K

Joystick cursor, Kempston, Sinclair
%k |
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NEW SUPER SILVER FOR SPECTRUM
304 CHIMERA 311  THUNDERBIRDS
308 WILLOW PATTERN 315 CHICKIN CHASE

MAIL ORDER
Please state name of game, code number and quantity required Enclose crossed
chéquePO made payable bo FIREBIRD SOFTWARE . AN ofters are subject to sl
abdlity Orders are despatched promptiy All prices inclusive of VAT and postags
MAIL ORDER: *FREEPOST AIREBIRD,

WELLINGTOMN HOUSE,

UPPER ST, MARTIN'S LANE,

LONDOMN WC2H 98R.

£ Wl o b
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Spectrurn Shops and all good software dealers.




Spectrum Software Scene

PREVIEW

Wham — the
Jukebox

DON'T BE MISLED by the title.
Whatever you may think of the pop

n *.?ﬁhll
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Screenplay

CAMERA, sound, action! Try your
hand at being Steven Spielberg.

This utility provides all you need to
make your own film plot, music and
action. The package is split into de-
partments, the first of which is Word-
shot, a primitive word processor into
which you type your plot and charac-
ter dialogue.

Next is the recording of the sound-
track. You can choose the time signa-
ture, set for high or low notes, and
then compose your tune.

Action involves a complex sprite

The Custard Kid

GENERAL CUSTARD, famous for
his last stand against the indians left
behind him a son, The Custard Kid,
not so famous for his rather sticky end
while hunting for 12 custard recipes.
At least the Kid is not vellow, he
will fight to the bitter end to turn vile,

group, Wham — The Jukebox is as
serious a piece of software as Tasword
Il or The Quill. It’s a music making
program, and before you all yawn,
listen to this — it’s the routine re-
sponsible for the sound on Fairlight
and Way of the Exploding Fist.

The preview copy we have lacks
some of the frills promised, but it still
helps you write music — in two-part
harmony. The bottom two rows of the
keyboard behave like a piano
keyboard and the notes are printed up
on the screen as you type them in.

When both voices are written in,
you can save to tape, or compile the
tune into code with the two-part
routines included — the demo tunes
included all took up less then 1K,
although the finished product will
include tracks from Wham.

Tempo can be changed at will, and
you can repeat a bass line if you want,
to save hours of typing. Other facili-

designer which can create static or
two-stage animated sprites.
Screenshot provides a similar facil-
lity to that of Action but is used for
screen design. The computer allows
you to create a set by using a freehand
drawing or predifined shapes.

X b:i ) r.,ﬁ DT ﬂ'ﬂ AZOZOZO r"n:ﬂ‘

lumpy custard monsters to trembling,
vet delectable mounds of jelly. For
how else is he to keep up his strength?
The Kid must eat,

Guide him through a vast maze of
rooms and corridors, collecting colour
coded keys which allow access to
rooms, search treasure chests for cus-
tard detectors, more keys, bags of
money and spoons.

“You're nicked mate’, mouths the
guard while escorting vou to the
dungeons. Those are full of creepy
crawlies and a variety of objects which
block your path to the exits.

The game is probably one of the
most inexpensive games to make use
of icons. Once an object has been
picked up it is stored in the Kid's

B
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ties include a drum sound for
rhythms, and white noise effects
chosen by moving a cursor over a
display of various waveforms.

Extras to come, according to Mel-
bourne House, include a printer
routine to print your music in proper
musical notation.

It’s the only music software which
allows our resident Bob Dylan to get
his magnum opus onto tape in under
two hours. To judge by the awesome
effect the song had on other members

of staff, Melbourne House has a lot to
answer for.

Chris Bourne

Next, move on to Take One. That is
the editing and production depart-
ment where you put your film
together frame by frame. Six frames
can be used in each production. When
you press the Film Run option you
will see your creations come to life.

Screenplay requires hours of hard
work but the results are usually im-
pressive. The booklet shows how the
departments illustrated within the
software work in a real production
company. It provides an exposé of the
film world. Fohn Gilbert

Publisher Macmillan
Price £8.95 Memory 48K
L &

pocket — a grid to the right of the
screen. To access any of those, use the
fire button to place them in the
Inhand position. The system is simple
1o use.

The Custard Kid is similar in many
respects to a large number of other
games — all Atic Atac style — lots of
rooms to explore, nasties to avoid or
kill and objects to collect. However, it
has a complex playing area, it is
inexpensive and best of all, up to four
people can play together.  Clare Edgeley

Publisher New Generation
Price £4.95 Memory 48K
Joystick Kempston, Sinclair
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CHILDREN’S

CHRISTMAS
CRACKERS

THE GIDDY GAME SHOW

The Giddy Game Show is new, it's fun, it's for under 5's
and their parents — and it's being broadcast nationwide by
Yorkshire Television.

Each of the 26 programmes in the series features a letter
of the alphabet — and we've taken the same approach with
the software. Giddy, the tiny alien with a magic wand, and

his friends Gorilla and Gus get up to all sorts of
adventures in their quest for knowledge about our world!

There are four games — The Letter Game, The Jigsaw
Puzzle, The Hungry Gorilla Game, and Princess
Galaxzena's Maze — all combining a lot of fun with
learning about letters.

Full colour storybook and keyguide included.

To be published in November with full-colour
storybook for BBC B/Electron and Spectrum,
£9.95 tape, £12.95 disk (BBC only).

CRACK IT! TOWERS

Home of the team that brings you Crack It! puzzle
magazine, Crack It! Towers conceals a magical secret
within its walls. Players must solve puzzles to collect the
seven golden keys needed to unlock the secret of the
Towers — if they fail to solve a puzzle, they'll find
themselves in the moat, and the less-than-alert could
have their keys stolen by any of the castle's more
unfriendly residents. But there's also the chance to gain
bonus keys in the Maze of Skulls.

There are arithmetic problems, spelling games,
anagrams, and mazes to negotiate — with different levels
to challenge kids and adults alike!

To be published in November for BBC B/Electron
and Spectrum
£9.95 tape, £12.95 disk (BBC only)

Mirrorsoft’'s Children’s Christmas Crackers are
available through BESA and other good software
stockists. In case of difficulty or for catalogues and
productinformation sheets on our range of
children’s software, write to:
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Impossible
Mission

COMMODE lovers thought it was
great, apparently, but we weren’t so
sure — on the lovable old C64 you get
brilliant music. That’s not possible
with the Spectrum.

Nevertheless, Impossible Mission
holds up as a good game even without

the frills. You play a secret agent sent
to investigate the plots of mad scientist
Elvin, who 1s holding the world to
nuclear ransom. You must somersault
through the levels of his hideaway,
collecting pieces of the secret code.
Strategy i1s important. Codes are
gained by searching the various ob-
jects — bookcases, terminals, safes
and the like — in the complex, but
getting at those objects is more diffi-

cult. It’s easy enough to get most of

them, but you’ll have to organise your
use of the lifts to dodge the robots
which patrol the complex.

There are also rooms with puzzles
in them. You’ll have to work out what
the puzzle is before you solve it.

What makes Impossible Mission
particularly addictive is that it pro-
duces a completely new map each nme
vou play, the rooms linked to central
lift shafts are assembled in a different

order for the new game. That means
you can't use the same techniques over
and over again to win.

Add to that the slick graphics of the
sort you expect from US Gold, nice

animation with the somersaulting
agent, and good use of what little
sound 1s available, and you have a fine
entertainment. Chris Bourne

Publisher US Gold
Mﬂ ick Sinclair, cursor, Kempston
o

Birthday Party/
Narrow Squeaks

TAKING CARTOON characters
from the television and using them for
software isn’t always successful, but
two games by Macmillan Software
work quite well.

Both are programmed by Widgit,
by now veterans in this field.Orm and
Cheep — The Birthday Party is a
younger style Phineas Fogg. There
are no words to read and it is essential-
ly a maze game.

Cheep has to overcome certain
problems before bringing all his
friends.to Orm’s birthday party, but
first he must find his friends. Mole is

the most difficult o find.

Elementary maps can certainly
help. Decisions are easily made by
pressing a key when a signpost flashes.

Narrow Squeaks is a collection of
four games, mainly concerned with
logic puzzles. The graphics are good
and I particularly liked Rat’'s Game
where you have to move each of the

anmimals out of a hollow tree trunk.
Both games appeal to the 4-7 age

group and a useful addition to the

family library.

Publisher Macmillan Software
Price £6.95 Memory 48K
Ak
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XCEL

FEW REMEMBER mankind’s great
achievement, a series of 30 planets
constructed to protect their creators.
They are called Sentinels and keep the
balance of power in the galaxy.

Those planets have grown into con-
scious entities and have acquired a
taste for power. Mankind has become
too dependent on them and they must
be destroyed.

Firts you must locate one on your
sector map and then warp through
hyperspace to go into orbit around it.
The planet beneath the ship is shown

in 3D at the centre of the main

display. It rotates in a downward

direction in relation to your ship.
Once you have arrived you can

launch a shuttle which descends to the
planet surtace, ready to take on the
alien fauna. You must shoot every-
thing except the trees.

The alien hunt on the planet is the
weakest part of the game. In the first

30

phase a downward scrolling move-
ment i1s used to bring the aliens onto
the screen. They are sitting targets.
XCEL depends heavily on graphics
and not much else. The game is yet
another version of Star Trek, Space
Invaders and Centipede rolled into
one. If wyou like turbo-charged
graphics and hybrid plots the game
will appeal to you. If, however, yvou
are a battle-hardened hack vou will
find better shoot ’em ups on the
market. Try Glass for one! Fohn Gilbert

Joystick cursor, Kempston, Sinlcair
L
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THE 3D INTERSTELLAR ADVENTURE
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Those devious Seiddabs AN L [R5 B journey through space,
are mustering for \ *; _:;-_ff_'; S beam your clones down

another attack!

Venture through a recently
discovered series of stargates
guarded by Seiddab fighters,
and you'll find a system of
named planetoids, each a part of

the Seiddab war machine.

Your mission, in this totally original 30D adventure, is to explore
these stargates and planetoids and rid them of the Seiddab
menace, using an armada of fighters crewed by Astro Clones.
In addition, a series of garbled messages tells you that a
deadly Graviton Bomb lies hidden amongst the planetoids.
Usirg all your skill and judgement, you must travel through
the stargates to find its components and smash the master
consul, closing the stargates forever. After a desperate

to cripple each planetoid
by destroying its launch systermn
However, each landing
holds a new surprisel
Scattered around you must find
everything from passcards to cryptic
clues on a computer terminal to continue
There are also aliens and robots who could help or hinder
your plans. Furrimal for instance, is partial to chocolate, while
another needs a battery to be of any use. . .The list is endiess!
Your clone can pick up and store objects, turn and fire a laser-
he can even throw objects across the room! Futuristic graphics
plus unique sound through many different scenarios make
this the ultimate space adventure mowvie

For al_l‘ 48K §pectrums £7.95

SouTierT) Beike
Sarmlataor e ]

Hearreiae ATT

Few i 8B Tpectrums E7.95 For a4 Spectrums E7.95
ApyD poplabie Por (e

Apatead CPC 444 EF.95

G SH

HzWYON COMNULTAND

Sih Milton Trading Estate, Milton, Abingdon, Oxon, OO0 4 47X

For mail order send chegue/postal order made payable to

Hewson Consultants. For credit card sales state your Access/

Barclaycard number and enclose a specimen signature
Don’t forget to include your own name and address

(N

BT il
Cwipsh. Advasrire Move
Foe gl 48K Sperceruem £7 99

E.‘ : -

NN

O e b

Liviry Sbveraine Arvie
o @il AN Speceriamn E7.98
A SaLatEe Yor the
Agibrad CIFC &l £7.95

Ag part of our contEnuing deveiop

el of irncvative softwarne we are always happy to evaluate soffware s8nt [0 us With 8 veesw [0 publicaton
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;i Spectrum Software Scene
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| Grumpy
- Gumphrey

THE LIFE of a store detective is not
always fun, especially when you have
to pamper to the whims of a psychotic
store boss who i1s hooked on warning
notices, bring him cups of tea and look
after your reputation as a super sleuth.

Play starts on the street outside the
store. You must decide how to keep
the boss happy for a day without
getting the sack. You will be given
three warning letters before that un-
happy event occurs.

Your first job should be to map the
store. Although you have been there
for years you have had a sudden attack
of pernicious amnesia.

Getting tea for his nibs is easier said
than done. First you have to find it,
crashing though hundreds of custom-
ers who are not averse to calling you

a clumsy oaf. Then take the tea to the
top floor where Sir — a talking head in
a swivel chair — will give you a
mouthful of abuse, courtesy of the
scrolling message window.

On your way up you will find
objects which will be of help in your
store patrol. Those include a wooden
box, a skateboard, a gun, a hammer
and a cage. The use of some of those 1s
obvious but you will have to work
hard to discover the use of others.

As well as giving the boss his tea
you are contracted to shoot ducks on
the ground floor, kill bugs not in
the program — and extinguish fires.
All those tasks are overseen by the
boss who will literally give you the
boot if you are slow. So, get on your
skateboard and start moving. The day
finishes at 5.30pm and there are still
hours of hectic floor walking ahead of
you.,

Grumpy Gumphrey, Supersleuth,
with its novel plot, is a welcome

LT

L

change from Monty Mole. The
graphics are better than the Mole
games — not so much screen flicker

— and the plot is complex. Most of

the characters within the store have
some semblance of intelligence and
often reveal that they have more up-
stairs than Grumpy.

Show your boss that you can bring
some sanity to this computerised ver-
sion of a Saturday morning at Marks
and Sparks. You will find it a difficult
but rewarding job. Fohn Gilbert

Publisher Gremlin Graphics
Price £7.95 Memory 48K
Joystick Kempston, Sinclair
Jo Ao ek

' Big Ben Strikes
-~ Again

TOP TORY ministers were last night

revealed in a leaks-for-favours scandal
which seems set to shake the very core
of Mrs Thatcher’s Government.
Chronical reporter Big Ben claims
that while in pursuit of a major scoop
he discovered senior cabinet ministers
flickering through the sprite-ridden
corridors of power, prepared to accept
gifts in return for portions of his story.
Ben, tired and emotional after his
ordeal, described the interior of the
Palace of Westminster as “a crazy
world of levels and ladders. Some of
the rooms are extremely difficult to
negotiate, others a simple matter. And
there’s the most awful music coming
from somewhere, it drives me potty.”
New revelations include allowing

the public to redesign the Houses of
Parhament, positioning walkways and
stairs where it wants.

When asked to respond to criticism
of the colour clashes involved in the
new decoration scheme, the Prime
Minister replied: “Of course we care
about the quality of the graphics. Of
course we do. But There Is No
Alternative. Why don’t you moaning
minnies talk about the good points of
the game, such as . . . (cont page 94).

Chris Bourne

Publisher Artic

Price £6.95 Memory 48K

Joystick Kempston, Sinclair, cursor
i e

" The Great Fire
- of London

FIRE RAZES London to the ground.
As the blaze sweeps through the city,
firemen, demolition workers and gun-
powder gangs work round the clock to
check the flames. They have four days
to complete the job.

Work is hindered by the wind,
which keeps veering, driving the
flames even further through the city.
The only hope now is to contain the
fire by demolishing buildings and
dousing others with water to create
fire breaks.

The mayor is still on the scene,
organising the work teams and guid-
ing them to new areas of danger. The
water pumps need to be refilled from
the Thames and the firemen are run-
ning back and forth like yo-yos. The
demolition gangs are working to rule
and keep downing tools for their tea
breaks — especially when the going
gets tough.

The mayor has enjoyed himself so

much that when the fire of London
has been put out he will start another,
creating a new map with different
street names and layout.

You are given two options -
whether you want the wind to keep
changing direction and the time it
takes the fire to spread, making the
game more of a challenge.

The Great Fire of London is the
first offering from the newly resur-
rected Rabbit Software under the Vir-
gin label. Clare Edgeley

Publisher Rabbit Price £3.99
Memory 48K Joystick Sinclair,
Kempston, Protek

i i |
|

maore softtoare on page 34
=
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AT LAST! The eagerly awaited sequel to the fabulous classic R

“The Hobbit"' is now available. **The Hobbit", classed as “the Z

. ultimate adventure game of all time’, was just a taste of what J

yvou can expect in LORD OF THE RINGS. ]

Astonishing vocabulary, graphics and more locations than you

could imagine possible!
LORD OF THE RINGS Game 1 is available on C64, BBC,
Spectrum and Amstrad at £15.95. This stunning package

includes two cassettes, large booklet and a copy of **The I ord o

of the Rings’" Part 1. ¢
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Spectrum Software Scene

World Series
Basketball

IMAGINE’S seemingly endless trek
through the backlist of Konami’s coin-
op games has finally reached the
basketball court.

First impression of World Series
Basketball weren’t great — small
featureless players chasing an equally
small ball round a scrolling court. But
those were instantly revised once play
started — it’s a hard game to beat. No
matter that you have only four play-
ers, the opposing team has the same.

Play starts on the centre line when
the ball is tossed into the air. The
computer team must have been prac-
tising with the Harlem Globetrotters,
expertly catching and passing the ball,

shooting and tackling with skill. It’s
hard enough keeping up with them,
let alone trying to take the ball away.

Basketball is played according to
the rules and the game is as accurate as
possible on the Spectrum. Watch out
for time penalties. If you hang onto
the ball for too long it will be given to
the other side. Tackling is difficult,
retaining the ball harder still and it
takes a while to be able to judge
distances and angles when passing.
Half time takes place after three mi-
nutes when the teams swap ends.

The player handling the ball takes
on a different colour from his team
mates for recognition purposes.
However, that can be confusing, espe-
cially with the attribute clash as the
colour leaks onto any other players in
proximity.

It is also possible to lose your

World Cup
Soccer

SOCCER fans who fork out for this
package get three things for their
money. Firstly, there’s a booklet ab-
out soccer and the world cup.

There are also two programs, one
on each side of the cassette. The first
is a database of facts about the world
cup. A menu allows you to choose a
country, or a particular series, and
examine the fortunes of the teams.

That program also contains a quiz
option with three levels of difficulty.
You can play on your own or against a
friend, and your score depends on

International
Rugby

RUGBY, or Ruggah as it is known on

the muddy fields of England, is not
the ideal sport to simulate on a compu-
ter. It’s confused enough in real life,
without having to contend with pixels

EsAFhPeh

HALF ¢

ﬂul‘ o &

) '*.:!-J'- :
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how quickly you answer the ques-
tions. The quiz is fun — easy to begin
with but quite tough at the top level.

The second side is more interesting
— a game called World Cup Mana-
ger. You must select your team from a
squad of players, with percentage

and attribute clashes.

International Rugby allows vou to
play a friend or the computer in the
Five Nations series, of which the
Triple Crown forms a part.

Unfortunately, the players flicker
continuously, the controls are sluggish
and it’s difficult to maintain the flow
when the player being controlled
changes all the time — you always
seem to be running away from the

ball. Although Rugby is very much a

team game, requiring the setting up of

elaborate passing movements to out-
flank opposition, Artic's version de-
mands the reverse — if vou get the
ball, your best chance of scoring is to
run for the line, dodging as much as
you can.
Passing erratic,

appears moslt

player. If the opposing team takes the
ball down to their end of the court,
only that half of the court is shown on
the screen. If you are not quick
enough you will be left behind —
literally out of the picture. While you
are trying to locate your player the
opposing team are scoring several
goals. You just can’t win.  Clare Edgele;

Publisher Imagine

Price £7.95 Mamaory 48K
Joystick Kempston, Sinclair
*ohk

ratings for strength, stamina and skill.
Once that’s out of the way, the match
starts. The first half is boring.

The second half of the game 1s
played as a couple of arcade mini-
games. Depending on your success in
these two games, you may be awarded
further goals — or concede them to
the opposition.

There i1s simply not enough variety
and challenge to make the game really
exciting, and a world cup game with
no excitement 1s a bit like Miami Vice
with no designer jeans. € hris Bourne

Publisher Macmillan
Price £8.25 Memory 48K

Joystick Kempston, Sinclair
* ok k

although hours of practice may 1m-
prove what precision the program
provides. But you're unlikely to want
to stay with it that long; the flickering
figures are a strain on the eyes, the
players themselves seem to be wearing
long kilts, and often just stand sull
with the ball waiting to be tackled —
or so it seems.

There may be a few boneheaded
enthusiasts out there who'll want the
only rugby simulation in town, but we
fear sales are likely to be as limited as
the appeal of this poorly designed

offering. Chris Bourne

Publisher Artic

Price £7.95 Memory 48K
Joystick Kempston, Sinclair
o
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Program by Level 9 w%?

I|
SPECTRUM - CBM64 - AMSTRAD - ATARI -MSX-BBC | |f
CASSETTES £9-95-DISCS (BBC 8CBM 64 ONLY) £12:95 | |

ALSO AVAILABLE | g:l
THE ADRIAN MOLE SECRET DIARY KIT [
\ J)  The Compuler game +1986 Diary in onepack =’
—r (asselte versions f14-95 Disc versions £17-95 :/ic j

-
B -
¥

L
Lk 13

MOSAIC -
BODHLIARE

Distributed by WHS Distributors, st Johns House, Easlt Street, Leicester
Tel. (0533) 551196

LR

T

SPECTRUM
AMSTRAD
MSX
COMMODORE

£7.95

ER‘-LOOK-BACK...

Please send me 1
______copies of THE YOUNG ONES @ £7.95

P&P FREE (UK only); £2.00 P&P overseas.

MName: ’ TR WS

Please make cheques or money orders payable to Orpheus Ltd
and send together with your order form to:
Orpheus Ltd, The Smithy, Unit 1, Church Farm,

|

|

|

. |

Address: ; |
' |

|

|

|

Hatley St. George, Nr. Sandy, Beds. 5G19 3HP. |
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SPECTRLIM

Ay Mastertronic Titie
Hobbil

danham

Moropomy

“Retum fa

Wirler [ames

Beach Head i

The Rals
Dy T

Bl ol el ] e Y A B O O 8 S Y Y 0 0 R i il o e i e g Y

HEREEEEEERS:

FRobn of the Wonds
Free 2 side Socoe
SpsEr s
Nrsghtihades |Lihmaie i
D + Miis

o chch

Tervnrmphess

Sconby Doo

Yie Ar Kung Fu

[bary of Adnan Mok
Wi e

Aounky Bk
Godename Matt |
At

Alen A

Bruts Lée

Crvck Mass
Bounces (Cnses 3000)
Shadowling 2 |Erigma Force|
mmpossibie Mission
i Haskethall
Meous

Eureia

Macadams Bumpar
Geall Capes Sarong Man
Ceda

Mow Games

Lhids

The Young Dres
Tefrormalings
Highwiy Encoufies
Sabator
“Translormens
“Kmight Rider

* Rambo

" obrnet Hgwks

il e el ey 0y )
Jetr ot

Wiy of the Exgioding Fist
Hig Daddy Aock & Wrestis
HaCkRT

Aypert & Toymakers Party

O R Nl 1 EN e 8 V0t 0 e 8 P Y Y Y £ B0 B
EESERRSGFEE ROEREEEEREESREE SR EERERARERRERE

SEEEREERBURPLRIFEazEE e EEREERES

=4
&R

gt
Morsy on the Aun i
Shadow of the Lincorn 1495
W i Faradise 883
They soid & Millign B8
Maripart 8.8
R L]

Spy v Spy a8
Commandg (Eite 995
Systmm 15000 g .95
Jait S Wiy | f.95
All prices include P&P in UK. Europe add £1 per tape
Elsewhere at cost,
Cheque'PO payable to: 5.C.5 (SIUS) PO Box 384 London N15 GJL.
Telephone 01-800 3156.
SAE for list. "Please ring for availability

Come and 568 our latest gamas on video, we subscribe to Bulletin 1000,

It you would like to pick up your discount software from our shop pleasa
bring your copy of this advert to our shop at
“Compucentre, Unit 5, 221 Tottenham Court Road, London W1
(Near Goodge Street Station)

Open & days a week 9.00-18.00
Barclaycard and Access holline
ring 01-631 4627 only
Goods dispatched same day
— subject to availability.

“ e Ending Story
Fam Turbo Interiace
Omack Shot 11 Joyslick

From Singapore 1o Uruguay and all over Britain
people are discovering the power of their
SPECTRUM or SPECTRUM +

This new concepl in computer education will take you
beyand simple BASIC instructions, inte the

world of the professionals where you will learn '

50 you simply relax in front
of your television and
walch and listen as
we show you how fo
get the most
from your

MCro
ATTRIBUTES

PEEK & POKE
PLOT & DRAW
ANIMATED GRAPHICS
PROGRAM STRUCTURE
HIGH RES. GRAPHICS

FULL COLOUR & SODUND . o

DAR BUSTE

SPECTRUM HOLDINGS LTD., P.O. BOX 104, CRAWLEY, RH10 &FU

_—_—_—_—_-—_—

Make Cheque or Postal Order lor £12.95 payable to:  SPECTAUM HOLDINGS LTD

r

l and send fo: P.0. BOX 104, CRAWLEY. RH10 4FU
Name ey = L SR L=

| o e s

| ik _ [ PROFESSIONAL
Postcode i :: LR U=SOFTWARE

Orders despalched within 7 days

their secret techniques. 11 comes on cassette,
I
I
I

/2 M
SOCD‘MPUTEH =

GAMES ON ()
ONE CASSETTE

?or: £9.95

cluding FREE Walch and Pﬁ:".lﬂ‘_:', )

20 KEY, MULTIFUNCTION
CALCULATOR WATCH

with every order

® Normal 12 and
24 hour time

.'...-"-"

SPECIAL
FREE WATCH

"Incredibly frustrating!” - that's the verdict on
Eu_:_nm-iﬂ'l FRDGGER. Satisfied users tell
us it's one of the mest challenging you'll find

CASSETTE 50 IS AVAILABLE ON
[J3(Fas ATARI DRAGON ELECTRON
VIC= 20 ORIC1 Zzx8&1 @cepia Atmos
Spectrum commodore . ANSTHA

- —
calculator watch | Postsge FREE in UK. Add £1,60 for cverseas orders
; with every Fras watch and taps will be despatched within 7 days
fj.“ Caﬂnl'ta 50 I ancioss & chagua)/ | £ msde paysbls to

fI0\ =l EXPRESS DELIVERY-ORDER NOW!
ONLY £9.95

- it's almost as good as the arcade version!
CARGD has you trying desperately 1o
complets your helicopter mission under
attack. Plus 48 other tactical, logical and
adventure games featuring multi-coloured and
user-defined graphics, serolling and full use of
the Spectrum sound capabilities.

1. Munchar 1. Ski Run 36. Draggold

2. Ski Jumg 19. Tanks 17. Spece Sewrch
1. Basketball 20. Solwr Ship 0. Infernc

1, ;rll.:lr 1. Ten Pins 39, Nim

5. Braskout 22, Cara &0. Yoym

6. Crusher 11, Stomper L Sh:u?rrhi

1. Startrak 2. Pinball 2. Bling

B. Martian 25. Cawern 43. Fishing Mizsion

Enochout 26. Lumer 44, Mysiicsl

. Boggies 27. Alian Diamaonds

10. Alien Attack 78 Carga 45, Galany Defence
11. Lunar Landing 29, The Race 46, Cypher

12. Meze Enter 30, The Skull 47, Jeimobils

13. Microtrap 1. Owbin 48, Barral Jump

14, Motorway 12, Munch 49, Atincher

15, Labyrinth 13, Bowls 50. Space Mission
16. Skittles . Reiders

17. Race Track 35. Finld

Names and games may vary fov sach fepe of compules

Cascads Gamas Lid
ar Ifrough any Posi Office by TRANSCASH o Mo, 855 8055 I
Fov wvan tesisr crdenng when chasging fo dccess, Barciapcam sng

Truwdcam Viss uss ouw 38 hour service. Lo Fe iR R I
® Calendar mode Name T — il i
|
® Alarm mode Address COMMODORESS [ ] aTami [ ] oRci[ ]  @Bcas [ ] I
SPECTRUM | | wC20 |  me [ | aee [ |
= AMSTRAD | | 4TMOS | | DAKGON '_ ___' ELECTRON | |

Pust Code Cascede Games Lid.. 1-3 Haywra Crescant,
Harrogate. North Yorkshire, HG1 5BG. England

Tnluphnnl 10423) GOM6B3. Aegrarered Number | PS5554

sun2

.«..-"! |

-—-—_———-——_——__—_-—-—
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there’s no tomorrow.

1 = DALEY THOMPSON'S SUPERTEST OCEAN
2 .« WAY OF THE EXPLODING FIST MELBOURNE HOUSE
3 .= FAIRLIGHT THE EDGE
4 = FIGHTING WARRIOR MELBOURNE HOUSE
§ < FRANK BRUND'S BOXING ELITE
6  NOW GAMES VARIOUS/VIRGIN
7 = BORED OF THE RINGS SILYERSOFT
B o NIGHTSHADE ULTIMATE
9 .« ACTION BIKER MASTERTRONIC
10 = G. GOOCH'S TEST CRICKET AUDIOGENIC
11 < HYPERSPORTS IMAGINE
12 = MARSPORT GARGOYLE GAMES
13 .= SORDERON'S SHADOW BEYOND
THINGS SEEM 1o be hotting
up for the winter with new 14 < HIGHWAY ENCOUNTER VORTEX
releases entering the charts like | 15 o FINDERS KEEPERS MASTERTRONIC
Fairlight, going straight to No VARIOU
3 within weeks of the launch, |7 SOFT AID .
despite a few problems with | 18 .« POPEYE DK TRONICS
bugged copies, now resolved.

Melbourne House is only one 19 o DYNAMITE DAN MIRRORSOFT
place behind with Fighting | 29 < JET SET WiLLY 2 SOFTWARE PROJECTS
Warrior, which looks set to
repeat the success of the all- | 21 < SPY VS SPY BEYOND
conquering Exploding Fist. [ 5  nampysters US GOLD
With Terrormolinos creeping
up fast, the Aussies are well on | 23 .« EMPIRE FIGHTS BACK MASTERTRONIC
hei to establishing them-

s “;mﬁi];‘ﬁ: “oft. | 24 = SHADOW OF THE UNICORN  MIKRO-GEN
ware house. In September Mel- | 25 ., FRANKIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD OCEAN
bourne sales gave the company

20 per cent of the total sales of | 268 < SPYHUNTER US GOLD
Spectrum Top 50 software. 2

Second. only 1o Mellsomne 21 . NONTERRAQUEOUS MASTERTRONIC
House is Ocean — 16 per cent | 28 .« FORMULA 1 SIMULATOR MASTERTRONIC
of sales in the same period —
whose Daley Thompson's Su- 29 .« BMX RACERS MASTERTRONIC
pertest holds the Lop pusi[inn, 30 < NICK FALDO'S OPEN ARGUS
though Frankie Goes to Holly-
wood is already on its way out.

Stablemate US Gold is losing its IMPOSSIBELE MISSION Us GOLD
grip too, taking only six per
cent of the Top 50 sales in STARQUAKE BUBBLEBUS

Hunter and Dam Busters slip-
ping fast.

Whatever happened to Uln-
mate? Apparently the games
playing public has given Sabre
Man the cold shoulder, and
Knight Lore lookalike Night-
shade failed to reach No 1 and
could be out of the top ten by
next month. Neither does Soft-
ware Projects appear to be fla-
vour of the month.

ec
Lid
=)
=
—
L)
=
—
)
o0
—
0

TERRORMOLINOS

MELBOURNE HOUSE

ROBIN OF SHERWOOD

ADVENTURE INTERNATIONAL

RUPERT & TOYMAKER'S PARTY ARGUS

WORLD SERIES BASKETBALL  IMAGINE

THE RATS HODDER & STOUGHTON
JASON'S GEM MASTERTRONIC

ABU SIMBEL PROFANATION

GREMLIN GRAPHICS

MONTH

enping OCT 12

Cult adventurers Delta 4
have at last hit the big time,
with Bored of the Rings, on
the Silversoft label, achieving
sales previously undreamed of.
Mikro-Gen’s innovative Sha-
dow of the Unicorn is doing
well, 100, and Beyond’s Sor-
deron's Shadow has entered at

MNoticeable

by its absence is
Monty on the Run, though
publisher Gremlin Graphics has
Abu Simbel — Profanation
bubbling under. Other games
to look out for include Elite and
Chimera from Firebird, Astro
Clone from Hewson Consul-
tants and The Secret Diary of
Adrian Mole from Mosaic,
Ten of the games in the Top
30 are Sinclair User Classics, as
are two of the bubblers, which
goes to show that we do get it
right some of the time.
Finally, what about Master-
tronic? The company has six —
nearly seven — hits in the
charts, some of which are
actually quite good. Budger
software rules, OK?

/ WisH YOU'™
[ WERE HERE _
i S
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The Piman's Son‘ware House

J

—= AUTOMATA UK.—M Datapen| AQUALITY LIGHTPEN

forthe SPECTRUM computer

[ e—am— 21

’1 DEVS EX MACHINA N

S ﬁ-—_p'-
N

Voted by the C.T.H8.
“PROGRAM OF THE YEAR= |
A tele-fantasy synchronised |
to &4 steres soundtrack.

ach "10 PRCH"™ i1nclude
& compilation ofl
Braphic agdvent ures’
M/C Arcade Qamss'
Text adwent ures

Bt rategy games '
f FAMILY FL®M'

8 InCorpeoratng ieahaed ol provided with oftee
PEnE = PUEh DURON OE-SaRan & fash = no noed o
use kiry boord. & Works unadar any light n']
conditions. = Plols o plesl acouracy. & 20 pe
defingd commands allow ploRing of geomelic
shapes, including Miangls, ines cecles &k bl o
usar-dedingd chorochors. » Usad all popes ane ink
cokoun & A jcredn grid moy e fmed on and of, Gl
will o aisis! drawing. = Fleelble eioss copabi ity
» Al drovwinge can Be sovisd 1000 od fuihenude
» PluQs b diFes] — io Baeries, adoitions
CoOMponant Oof odjusfment neadec & H Palgtelanin! |
PLUS Dlus prinboul ol iUt inss Ior Ul in Vo own IR geoe

J v a8 ¥ 3 SOFTWARE PROGRAMS

Pleass s im} ticked below. | sncloss & CHEGUESE, 0. * Routines and ideas for your own programs. (Menus, games, music, efc )
bl % F‘I-l._l‘l'f.ll'm”-‘ 'I.lh Led. PO BOX TA., SOUTHSES, HANTS. DO& S9S5E .
Bil%aric .E include WAT £ Carriags within U.K. DUERSEAS +£1 EXTRA * User-deflined graphics creation program

=10 PACK" Yal.ti. 4BH Spec. retail £10. MAlL DRDER PRICE £8 'Supﬁbrullcolowdmwlngpmgrﬂr'r-clsillusrr-:;redmmemgmum
-8 Batw» vel:3: &8k Spec: reail £io.  malr ﬂﬁﬁfﬁ BRICE 22 SOTRen PRORGRCPNe
B B B A BB R R || serdcreaworoes2000io0en
rRIMAN] -t e answer, © Booklet showing how PIMANTA was won €1 DATAPEN MICRDTECHNOLOGY LIMiTED,
Name T e T L Kingsclere Road, OVERTON, Hanfs. RG253J8 0256770488
_____ S or ask at your local computer shop. Send 5.A.E, fordefalls
Bsnd a stamped self addressed envelope for further details Lighipens and soffware are olso avallable for BBC B, Dragon, CBM-64 and VIC-20

o v Tlﬂl-'ﬁ“ll’l’

Heghly professional, user-friendby, versatile and compreshensnes

NO1 Spectrum multipurpose interface with e P Aotas Bk mames PO

1) Fully automatic and universal 100, push-button

back-up of any program to cartridge, disks, wafer, tape
2) Joystick interface  3) Composite video interface wriu'cf

E 4 N Thee eoff et -..',u-rrunpu-dn.mhm ow v foar ey kg Fv
All three in one compact box at an amazing price of £ 3G _OYEY | i s wtolly coginal gume. cunsh suas  s7an sane ren
- - Cereat game, good masic, well recommended W) Mooy
"I grabics and sl gee eseellen and the game is iotalls sddictive
W0 value & playability. 0740 graphics & sound. CAV Gamas
M- driven with s & one-louch commands luming a complex task imo a trivial procedure
. 1) Push button 2| 1 Function - axit, returm, Siwe. mnge symtax  Jjinput name 4} Seloct destination - lape/ cartridge. walsr 'disk This is a greal game. CAS Well worth buying. ZXC A& Crash

I W i . o 3

Baurtgenatic. intelligent "compressed savng for fast me-loadag & GCOMIZNG oN SRECe 0f CAFHOEE, disks el YOM v Ay e yo N imler Jour copy mow, PO\ IRNER' POW
MULTIFACE saves only the rélevant parts of RAM and Itaues Gl hés rdEE.

# SAVE 10 any typo Of periphenal - default syntax ior MICRODRIVE . WAFADRIVE & TAPE can be changed for disk sysinms ahc
Trandter from ol pediphedal 1o anciher | both attached it the Same tEme.oF Sav rom one 1o laps, Swag, resead & sive (o the other one . .

#F Can be used not only for pure back-ups; you can, eg. ¥ stop any program and restart anyteme Biter oralse 8 study alter customize “@a.c ' ’.. '.. | | ..
ang then Save. continue, eic. This way you can | and continug & Gme from whene you 9ol Bsl. poke intinile lives, customiae prograr

3 TwWAITT PEEE " - reCOver frm & “crashed” compuber [Escape from infinile loops when the keyboard is inoperative, ebec.)
& 5V (USR] A BCIEEN OF ave ouUl SCroen whan sIVing & program

!MOW FOR AMSTRAD! ! SPECTRUM version at Xmas PRICE!

Compileie Specirum music system for writng, editing, playing,
nﬂnl L] ltwun; mussc.. Its real noLation grruphun and sase of
Ll

it an al educational ool Great fun o play with &

‘mm o remsn aftached to HUM programs | saved as it Is meant only for parsonal use i sccordance with copyright laws o b'l H.l ofter in Serious uis (iresposng, dol matris prinfout eic)
& Mo extra software - has internal 8K EPROM & 2K AAM # Theough extension bus 1or conneding other peripherats A vee¥ professional pieco of progrummi O L
exoallent soreen pressntation, error I:ru,p]:f:lﬂ & hmlpful

prompts. If you're interested in music apd own
i oompuber then get i EX Computing

MIDI compatible with MIDI MUSICIAN package

Unbeatable value & specifications
wwiltiluee: onee ESSENTIAL SPECTRUM COMPANION

Hew overlay for Spectrum © Now at Xmas price!

| enclose a ChﬁﬂUE/Po v e [ELI;E;[;&E:I ?]rviellﬁs&gﬁazﬂ Please send me (tick as applicable): MULTIFACE £39.95 0

: TRANS-EXPRESS cartridge £9.95 [1 tape(for mdrive) € 7.95 [J
for debit mylEN o No| 4 | disk(Opus Discovery) £9.95 [0 wafer (Rotronics) £ 9.95 [
I i e Card expiry................ MUSIC TYPEWRITER £7.9500 with supplement £ 9.95[]
SAddraas WRIGGLER Spectrum tape £4.95[] or cartridge £ 6950

WRIGGLER Amstrad tape £795[] ordiskversion € 11850
EJMAETIE€ BIBIT 77 Dyne Road London NWE7DR aSs 24 hrs TN o orders 0892 834783 % SU
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MASTERFILE

HOME & BUSINESS FILING SYSTEM

The most versatile database for the 48K Spectrum.

e Up to 36 User-Defined screen/print formats per file, and each
can display different selection of fields. in different sequence.

High efficiency data packing, no wasted filespace.
Super fast, multi-level file search, record selection capability.
Up to 31 columns, and 22 lines per record can be displayed.

From 1 to 22 records at a time can be shown on screen.

Up to 128 characters per field, 36 fields per record.
Compatible with Tasman, Euroelectronics and Kempston
printer interfaces, and adaptable for most disc systems.

the best database for the spectrum is now even better.” Sinclair User, Jan ‘85

Design your own print layout with MF-PRINT.

For Masterfile version 09; increases the number of columns to 1364
editing and column totals. Almost no reduction in spoce available for dat

* Masterfile version 09 .E14 .95
¢ MF-Print . et .£6.95
L Musterﬂle wﬂh MF Prmi . : .£19.95

All ovailabhke for the 48k spadctum rvaiioble rom  leading computar sicras

« Enhanced version uvullubln for Amsirad at £24.95

Ji.*lf' I'.*-J "‘"T-.f al

K 1 '-"ﬁl'- J-u.-.a..r.s e
withan Europe

Camppoell SystemsSs

. and has numenc

Campbell Systems (Dept. 5U )
57 Trap's Hill, Loughton, Essex
IG10 17D, England. Tel: 01 508 5058

MICRODRIVE
COMPATIBLE
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CS100M pisk DRIVE WITH

BETACONTROLLER|
NORMAL PRICE £205 o

Controller available separately at £49.95 inc VAT
4 HEN EEN S N .. -

ORDER
FORM | SINCLAIR USER i

CUMANALTD., PINES TRADING ESTATE, BROAD STREET, I
GUILDFORD, SURREY, GU3 3BH. TEL: (0483) 503121 I

: PLEASE RUSH ME - =S
| ENCLOSE CHEQUE/PO.FOR—

i

|

i

OR DEBIT MY ACCESS/VISA CARD No.

NAME

=

B

¢

ADDRESS {
| — 1

i

#t

POST CODE

40

O'LEVELS

not just revision but also tuition

Frachans 1q|_nrn 1DCRE, decimas ORI, EFEES, SR

for the Spactrum 48K
acouracy, bassn, imenesd, wolumes irckices, slandaen fom

Mathematics
modulo, number set. pin charts, hishograms, smuitANBOES

B programs TOTAL 150K equations, bar chars, aveages, probabiity, agetrac ows
guadratics, malnoes, vecions, ransiormabona geamatry, rigo

mairy, dflecaniiafion, fiegrabon fachrs angles |

PnBaction, wawalength and hregquancy. MolvECSOR. ke, Me
pye and |t dofocts, Gffraction, colur, magnetsm. molon
Obm's law, amps, volls, sores, parsied slactioncs. heal, gas
laws, snorgy Borms, specific hsal, knels gy, hal-nes
atomic stnictuns, radabion, solopes, Nowion & lows

Physics
! programs TOTAL 1 ddi

Plant and arwmal cells, genetos, mibentance, reproduction m
man, aseudl gnd soxual meprochechon Bowsong planie, pholo
ByNEN@gsE, JEMOdeE, MARSRIrAtion, Irenspor. Dechena food
classes, diel, plemaniary candal, respinalion, eecrebon, eye, skin
narvous BySiem. ecosysbem, lopd cycles. fung, Barlbwomn
AMphibiang. Dods, MAaremals, 1eaponss

Biology

6 programs TOTAL 120K

B Diata collecion, & SEOFRCE | PR praseniahor. vak

cnmﬂutﬂr Studlﬂl dahion, dp :v:la-'"::qwrw:ywmum-r ::ﬁ-ha‘n [T m s ™

saltware, 6w #nd high level languages. machea-code

T programa TOTAL 1408 issambler, mleproles, complen, amon @ rogrammeng. side
I debingging, Miciobods. Mackine organisalon

Mattor stains, aclion of hem and Hec Gy, rechion wah &
wabor, ackis akalis, halogens, oeygen, suphur, AlrogEn, phos
phorus, corbon, Pydrogen, afal matais, alkabra sartt metals
Iransition metals, crgarsc chemistry, aloms, formulee, mokasr
mdss, Bqualions, lons, pevodic table, bonding, ganes, malal

Chemistry

B programs TOTAL 150K

EFXUACHoN, polyitdes, Terblzers

Flugulur and Froguiar wﬂr'm rMIn:llvH nm,-n.-g 54,1 Dy Thva
passrea, indunitee, agroomenl, pronound., doebrabs, soelinaeis
and partitive &iisthes, sngla and compound nowns, acesciihees
and fhew onma, sdwerh phrases, comparnieas and superiaives
piriunclions, frepombons deoirs, Measormmaris

French
B programs TOTAL 160K

Engrgy and ils sources, (ower dislribubon, em i pd ?n'
CUTEN powar, ©m S vallees. resayions, series and purll
Capaciors, ire conglanty inducions,. Fansionman, Mesonanoe
mRCrOphONeE., oucspeskers. heal and kght sersind doences
diodes transistors, 0gRC circuits, mulivEirators, malen, CRO
ampatiers, ieedback

Electronics

8 programs. TOTAL 150K

Technical Dr'w“‘n A sl of sremaled lulonals showing momoinc propechons, e
10 programs TOTAL 100K CoNSiruckon of Cylindsns cones and olher progchions

ALSO AVAILABLE

A fast axpiting gams lor 1 or 2 players random guesions

coaning 18 InpecE advance wilh corec] answers A Deal your
Maths Sprirlt proneous bme Suilabie for O el siudents

Fan | lakms you Wrough Denary counlng in essy sieges wilh
BEarCiBes. shoeang 1 use of B i Iyte chicacisr lormalion and

Principle of
i Cheplay file. Pan || dasls wilh Theory and Be use ol s hegher

Computing

B Bl byl The 15 el weord, number cofnvisaion and 250 regiaisms

EACH SUBJECT ONLY £5.00 INC P&P

LOGO, FORTH
PASCAL & C

Toacteng wersions of hess languages., nclucing & Tull e edior
(scroen podior] and & 4B page utoral manus Saving  anad
loading ol programs is a screen odtor lunclion. Traco faciines
e provided for ansy tution snd debuggng. Avakabiity. Pascal
raw, C now, Logo soon, Forth soon

| prograrm Each 30K

each language only £5.95 inc. p/p

GCE TUTORING

quality educational software
40 BRIMMER HILL, WIDMER END, HIGH WYCOMBE. BUCKS HP15 GNP

My name and adress: ...

My compulir s &: | enclose a chequeaPO for € ..

Made payable to GCE Tuinrlng
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QL Software Scene

aQLC
Development Kit

THE LAUNCH of the QL C De-
velopment Kit was a quiet affair, but
it is likely to have a profound effect on
the software market. The package 1s
aimed at the professional programmer
as well as the hobbyist.

It is the first full Kernighan and
Richie implementation for the QL and
produces true, relocatable, machine
code. The package consists of a leng-
thy manual, three microdrive car-
tridges and a ROM.

The first cartridge contains the run-
time editor and the Sinclair standard
linker. The full screen editor will take
any ASCII input and is standard to all
the Metacomco products. The linker
is used to chain together modules of
compiled code.

Compilation is a two phase opera-
tion, although the passage between the
phases is easily accomplished. Each
phase is on a separate microdrive.

Phase one is invoked using the
SuperBasic procedure name LCI1. It
reads in the source you have produced
using the screen editor, and creates an
intermediate compilation which is
stored on microdrive or disc using the
same file name as the source.

Different types of file are disting-
uished by using file name extensions
in a similar way to those used by the
Psion business suite. For instance, the
source code is labelled, _C; first phase
compilation, _Q; and final phase, _O.
In that way the computer knows the
type of file it is dealing with.

The command format for phase one

includes a number of optional speci-
fiers. Those will change the number of
bytes used by the execution stack —
from a default value of 2048 — and
allow the entry of compile time op-
tions. The basic load command con-
sists of the instruction followed by
drive specifiers. For instance:
LC1 “mdvl_ flp2_sinclair”

would load the first phase code from
microdrive one, load your source from

SINCLAIR USER ¢ ~y
A L"L‘I‘
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disc drive two, produce an intermedi-
ate compilation and save the file.

The second phase of compilation
reads in the file created by the first,
and produces object code in the Sinc-
lair standard format. That object file
must then be turned into an execut-
able job using the linker.

In comparison with the GST com-
piler, reviewed in August, the Meta-
comco Development Kit is far super-
ior in performance and standard. It is
a full Lattice implementation, whereas

[ SN

GST is manufacturing a version of
RATC. That is in the public domain
— anyone can use it — and is 10 C
what mini-LOGO is to LCSI LOGO.

The compilation process is slightly
easier with the Metacomco package.
GST QC changes the source into
assembly language and converts that
into machine code. While both pack-
ages use a similar process the QC
components are run separately. Com-
pilation can be automated with the
Metacomco package by using the
QLC command which loads in phase
one and then phase two.

The library routines, which make
up the bulk of most C packages,
highlight the differences between the
Metacomco and GST packages. Meta-
comco has produced a version of the
language which is portable — meaning
that the source you write can be used
on other machines. For that reason the
library functions which can be linked
into vour programs do not deal with
QL screen or sound. They include
routines to deal with memory alloca-
tion, mathematics and files.

The GST package is tailored to the
QL. It too has a standard input/output
library, but it contains routines to
interface with QDOS and produces
window and graphics effects. For that
reason, and because of the low price, it
was recommended for C beginners.

Metacomco’s package will provide
the standard for system development.
It will be used by professionals and
those who are already expert in the use
of C. John Gilbert

Publisher Metacomco
Price £99.95
FEEEE

Crazy Painter

YOU ARE invited, brush in hand, to
give this old game a new lick of paint.

No prizes for guessing what you
have to do, but I'll explain for those
who have been in the wilderness for
the past three years. Use the brush to
paint the screen while being plagued
by dogs, space invaders, bursting bub-
bles, snakes and a man who 1s intent
on stopping your work.

You can drive some of the crudely
animated sprites off by colliding with
them but others, such as the snake and
paint snatcher, will strip you of your
tools.

Once you have plastered the whole
screen with paint you must stop it
dripping. If you are persistent, and
lucky, you will move on to another

SINCLAIR USER December 1985

colour paint and earn a bonus. Re-
member, you must keep the paint
gleaming until your pot luck runs out.

Although the sprite graphics are not
satisfactory and the game repetitive
you may find it addictive - [ didn’t. If
you are still willing to pay nearly
£13.00 for a game, Crazy Painter
should keep you happy for at least
three minutes. If, however, the stan-
dard of games software throws you
into a fit of manic depression then
don’t buy it, you'll have another
attack. John Gilbert

Publisher Micradeal Price £12.95
Joystick
ik

more QL sofrware on page 44
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TECHNICAL DETAILS

35" 250K disc drive

Double density disc interface

Parallel printer interface

Joystick interface

Video monitor interface

Peripheral through connector

Built-in power supply

Utilities on ROM including format and verity
RAM disc facility

Random access files fully supported
Connections for second drive upgrade
Com user manual

Total: £199.95 inc. VAT

“"Recommended’’ - Sinclair User Buyers’' Guide

Discovery -
helps your
Spectrum
make all

the best
connections
for only £199.95

In one simple step you can now transform your
Spectrum into a complete computer system.
Discovery from Opus Supplies is a sophisticated
computer nerve centre combining not just a
powerful disc drive and double density disc
interface but the most comprehensive range of
interfaces capable of running printers, monitors,
joysticks and other peripherals.

No other systemn can offer your Spectrum so
many options — allowing you to play the very latest
games or providing facilities for serious business use.
Discovery's specification includes over £300 worth
of Spectrum peripherals and yet, at just £19995, this
remarkable allin-one system costs less than a disc
drive and interface combination.

Just connect Discovery to the rear of your
Spectrum and you've started the transtormation.
Now you have immediate access to the very latest
Japanese 3'2" disc drive controlled via a powertul
and ingenious double density disc interface. The
unit’s built-in power supply feeds both Discovery
and your computer allowing you to dispense with
your Sinclair power supply:

The Opus systern takes no user memory from
your computer giving you full compatability with
all tape-based software including programs
designed for use with microdrive and Discovery
even has its own RAM disc allowing you super fast
access times.

Now the choice is yours Connect up a joystick or
a printer to the built-in Discovery interfaces, link-up
to a video monitor or incorporate your own choice
of peripheral using the through connector.

Whether you choose Discovery for games or
business use you can rely on a complete range of
readily available disc software produced by many
of Britain's leading software companies, and our
price of £19995 includes an unbeatable two-year
free warranty and free delivery,

Discovery is available nationwide from Boots
and from all good computer stores across the
country. Ring us now on O737-65080 for details of
your nearest dealer, or to order your Discovery.

Trade and export enquiries welcome,

*Price quoted refers to Discovery unit only.

Opus Supplies Ltd,

55 Ormside Way,
Holmethorpe Industrial Estate,
Redhill, SURREY RH1 2LW.
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QL Software Scene

Cosmos

STARRY-EYED astronomers
immediately fall for Cosmos,
Talent.

The package contains everything
you will need to keep track of the
whether you keep an
observatory at the bottom of the gar-
den or a pair of binoculars in the

constellations,

study.

The main menu allows you to set up
particular position,
time and date. Any time or date can be
used and position is specified by

a star map for a

longitude and latitude.

Once the map data has been fed in
For
instance, you cam look towards any
compass point or get Cosmos to plot a

you can select your viewpoint.

map-of the whole night sky.

When the view you require has been
plotted vou can take an even closer
The
~quickest way to do that is ro call up the

Direct. Select option. A list of planets
is.displayed together with an option to

look at the stars and planets.

take a closer look at the stars:

will
from

If you select the Moon - OK;

kaow ‘it’s really a satellite — a data
“ sheet will appear on th:: screen show-

0 8l l: ”||L|I| .lk|[| ||,|r.' |.
ST
AL J.||||I||| ity i

T|||

ing its location, size and distance in
light years from earth.

Cosmos will also show you what
some of the planets look like to the
naked eve if viewed at a selected ume
of the year. The display is educational,
especially as far as the moon, Mercury
and Venus are concerned. You could
not get that sort of detail in a book.

The star data option on the menu
gives vou information about any star
you care to mention. Just type in its
magnitude and Cosmos will provide
all the other data including type,
position, luminosity and colour.

You can call up star data using a
circular cursor. Position it over the
star of your choice and press ENTER.

[ |'I
el | TH I Ifl |I|| HH H”nil 1“

.1| i .|1||||.I';1':| i

e lans

If no star exists at that point the cursor
will jump to the nearest star location
and display its data.

Cosmos will also help those who are
following Halley's Comet. Talent has
incorporated the comet into the dis-
play. If you want to locate it between
November 1985 and May 1986, at any
time or place on Earth, then just ask
Cosmos. Unfortunately, it will not
plot its position for the last sighting
period or the next one but it is
unlikely that anyone would be around
when the comet next appears.

Although the program is in Basic
the enormous amount of data is hand-
led with near machine code speed.
The speed at which star charts are
constructed 1s.also very respectable.

Cosmos is one of the best astrono-
mical packages on the market. The
mass of information, simplicity of use,
and graphics make it ideal for profes-
sional and amateur astronomers. [t
almost tempts me to go out and buy a
telescope. Tohn Gilbert

Publisher Talent Price £14.95
Joystick
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Sketchpad

SOFTWARE manufacturers

of design packages on the market.

released a significantly

cation.

code.

standard than the previous version.

those in GraphiQL, from Talent,
the layout 1s different.
windows on the screen.

The

CUrsor.

must
think that all QL owners want to do is
draw pictures judging by the number

Sketchpad has been around for
nearly a year but Sigma has finally
improved
version, 2.00, which works to spechi-
It has been converted from
SuperBasic into BCPL and machine
The increase in speed is notic-
able, particularly when you are draw-
ing, and the presentation is of a higher

The facilities are almost 1dentical to
but
There are three
first
provides status information such as
file name, bytes used for the drawing
and the X.Y co-ordinates for the pen

The second window displays one of

the three menus, giving a choice of
drawing methods, an overlay grid
option, and two types of fill. Finally,
the third window is the drawing pad.
Sketchpad optimises storage by only
storing the objects you draw in RAM,
it does not make a copy of the whole
screen.

Opuon selectuon 1s easy. Just use
the function keys to call the required
menu and highlight the option using
the cursor keys.

The easiest drawing option to use is
the elastic line command. Press the
space bar to set the point of the origin
and use the cursor to stretch the line to
the desired destination.

Other shapes, such as_circles,
ellipses, rectangles and triangles have
their own options. The ellipse com-
mand is the most interesting to use.
Use the cursor to draw a line then
press the space bar and it turns into an
ellipse.

The cursor can then be moved to
increase or decrease the curvature of
the shape. Complex helix patterns can

be drawn in a matter of minutes with
only a few key presses.

The one advantage that Sketchpad
has over GraphiQL is that text of
differing sizes can be put onto the
screen and moved around using the
cursor., Text and different shaped
objects can be cloned and cut out of a
picture if required.

Sketchpad is less flexible than the
Talent package. It only allows four
colours on the screen — black, red,
green, white and four textures.
There 15 no option to change either of
those aspects of the display.

If Sigma’s first version of Sketch-
pad had been as good as GraphiQL
the company would be at the leading
edge of QL software. Unfortunately,
it made a mess of the product and
version 2.00 is a desperate attempt to

c

save face. Tohn Gilbert

Publisher Sigma Research
Price £14.90

Joystick
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| * PROCELD

BETA BASIC 3.0

b L1

EKTENDED

THL
(2114

WIRES - & vefy Tull imiplemssecion that lecs ® OARKAY
o exiend Basic ssuily, With parsmeber passing INSTHING “m e hl”_”_‘ 2o .‘,\Hl_._..-, irch
by valee by relerence  [including  srragal, Flin
LDCAL varisbies, rocuriion, DEFALLT parameter i
valees, mnd the ability to Bandle parasster wh
LEETS af asy length, Nao PROC beyword @ Sh *
mbeded, . you Che use Things lEe awop ab o will sorr in mbowt 3 seconds’

Fiaw

* GRAPHICS - @ f

charscier aize (giving 1-84 charsflinel] and lor  vape juse enter DEFALULT -mi o ml
sEtributme, HOLL wnd SCHOLL any pari ol ibe Some possvbie Microdrive commands: SAVE "mase®,
by afy member of puamiy i8 any didection ERASE ® &*, LOAD 1, "name®, SAVE 10 TD 100

sEreen
Uee GET eo store parts of e soreen, chen put

them
Fan

DRAW TO a paanl,

TOOL
oo,
ALTE

the varisbles, list & procedure, lism [HEF EEYe.
EDNTY

sresn M0 times (ester] Snd jou can mowe the procs, s} UN ERREOR, OWER 2, UEE srings,
arsor up and down withis edited Hnes. ALUTO, PUF, REALD LINE TRACE LSNG,  DOKE
Faster GOTOw, GOSUB snd FOR-NEXT loop,

EDT

* LETI

" EEYWORTE can all e snieced by Iyping hem

m full, or By che “siagie emry” medhod, o drive version mwallshie,
boch i the same bine, 8.8 the line
POpranrhedio® Al xmel THEN goto 100 will be * Cpmprebennive AS-sipe manual, More tham 38 pages,
recognised and lisded sorsally, e s
 Lipgrades to Release 1.8 cuwstomers I you bought ¥ To show jyou the powed of Bera Basic's ||||- eiliired,

loag, IF, procedares st

Pk
1
s

direct from uwa, there (s O feed L0 FEluFs

sjeaate i § i
cassstie - i guods the [approdimate) origssl o pajsges 18 remsine svsilsbie, st o lower price of
purShaes - duch’ Witk v frdur; Stlarwine b £8,55 (£9,30 overseasl You can wpgrede later i

wour

grade price ol
§ new mEna

aHA L Y

BETA BASIC 3.0, PAYMENT OF L1495 (OR L1550 OVERSEAS| IS EMCLOSED,
| BETA BASIC 1.0 UPGRADE. PAYMEWT OF L8.5% L i I \I'I ISETE,
| BETA BASIC LA PAYMENT OF LCA95 (L9.50] IS ENCL
MORE INFORMATION O8N | HAVEADD sOT Iﬁl\.l RELEASE A ALREADY

RELEASE A} "HAS ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS THE STANDARD
TURNS SINCLAIR BASSC FROM A& OO0 VERSION O

NOW, WITH RELEASE 3.0, BETA BASIC
OM ANY B-BIT MICRO!

LAIR USER, At 85 (ABOUT
BASIC FOR THE SPECTRUM.....
T A FANTASTIC ONE_®*

L BASIC AVAILABRLE

LARGLIAGE AECOMWES

THE MOST POWERE

6,70,5 oF mddug
I8 WINDOWS, ssch with it

e o
£ i * MICRODRIVE «

ke wmme commands you normaliy use

immands I8t pou use simple dorms,

or muactly

SAVE & "slic
programa, CODE,

"pari prog”. Of just che war-
inbles, MOVE srrayn MERGE
Esto-runiing programe. End-0d- File fenction,

back anywhers @ ditlerent magmilicagion.
FiLL, ALTER wriribytes, FLOT strings,
change scale and origin

OTHER FEATURES, niw or improves), ans 1oo many
bo describe: DO LOOF arecturs with WHILE,
UNTIL snd EXIT IF; BREAK, CLEAR, CLOCEK,
CONTROL CODES, EDIT veristiss, ELSE, GET
KEYIN (programs can write themaslvesl] sl
LET, [LILIST & “slicer®, ON |works with line nos,

KIT lestires Renumber with block move of
block DELETE, search andfor change (e g.
F appiea TO al 3§ User-delined heyw List

I - lets yow mowe the cursor sround the

|QIN s SPLIT cosmanda,

* 3 FUNCTIONSE: AND, DR, XOR, DEC, HEXE,
BINE; faat SINE, COSE, RNDM; CTHARS, NUMBER,
DFEEE, COF, FILLED, IRARRAY, INSTRING, ITEM
LERNGTH, MEMOR YS, MEM, MOD, SCRYS, SHIFTE,

STRINGS, TIMES, USINGE.

Basic compatibde POl CRN Ful exbyling
. Trasslerable 1o Microdrive. Symes check
Exrra error messages. Compatible wirh

F0S with opeionsl automstic indentatios of
Works om existing prog
Bl vou con chooss 1o list
FOR ped TO 10 PRINT o NEXT »
18 FOR n=1 TO 0
PRINT n

NEXT n pro
on

# Spactrum

most  primier interfaces |plesse speciiyl. Wals-

III'II TURTLE GRAFHICS par I.Ir:‘

e wa mchude &

cassetce and name your sspplier, The up-
£6.95 |£7.50 overseas) |ncledes

Releass 10 lof D35 [E7.50 sverseas)

BETA BASH. 1.0
TV R L

TRAMSFOEM your Specirum with
Tor just Eid55 anciusrvel (L0550

[TICE AS APPROPRIATIL] PLEASE SEMD ME

A STAMPED ADDRISSED FRVELLPT '\'H.u':u.-u D,

PREMIER LEAGUE

and

EUROPEAN TROPHY

FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY GAMES FROM
E & J SOFTWARE

PREMIER LEAGUE

OUR POPULAR LEAGUE GAME — FEATURES INCLUDE: Training, Team

Selection, Substitutes, Hall-Time Scores, Full Squad Details, Named Goal

Scorers, Team Styles, Save Game, Financial Problems, PLUS MANY
MANY MORE!

AND NOW

EUROPEAN TROPHY

A SUPERB EUROPEAM COMPETITIOM STYLE GAME WITH THESE
GENUINE FEATURES: Home & Away Legs, Away Goals Count Double, 2
Substitutes Allowed, Extra Time, Penalty Shool-Outs (with sudden death)
Match Injuries, Injury Time, Match Penalties, PLUS MANY, MANY MORE!

Lt s st s e s s s R Rt iR R R R R R R R R

SPECIAL FEATURE
Transfar your PREMIER LEAGUE Winning side into EUROPEAN TROPHY,
i e ol i e ok ok i e oo i i e ok i sl ool o o i ool ok o e o e
48K SPECTRUM

Both these top quality games use the Full Memory of your Spectrum and can
be played separately or as companion games so STOP SPECULATING
START MAMAGING

Both games are available by MAIL ORDER ONLY at the UNBEATABLE
VALLUE of £5.25 each. Or send SAE for full details

SPECIAL TWIN PRESENTATION PACK OF BOTH GAMES AVAILABLE
AT ONLY — F9.85

Price includes postage & packing (add £1.00 oulside UK)

ETA e b i COERS
E"“SO FT siumcias E & J SOFTWARE
BI1 95%0) 34 Lordship Road, Cheshunt, Herts EN7 5DP

| ONLY

£28.95

INCVAT + P/P

ONLY

£28.95

INCVAT + P/P

OUR SPECIAL
LOW-PROFILE KEYBOARD
GIVES YOUR ZX SPECTRUM
THE PROFESSIONAL LOOK
IN MINUTES

SINCLAIR USER December 1985

SEND CHEQUE/PO PAYABLE
TO PEAR TREE COMPUTERS
LTD PEAR TREE MEADOW
ELLINGTON THORPE
HUNTINGDON CAMBS

PE18 DAW

| NAME

PLEASE SEND ME YOUR SPECIAL ZX KEYBOARD ~— ©
| ENCLOSE CHEQUEPO FOR £28.95

o o

ADDRESS

45



For Immediate Delivery

Stock ltem All Inc
Mo Price
G120 QUICKSHOT Il Joystick 8.90
KP150 Kempston Formula 1 Joystick 14.95
DA210 Datel Joystick Interface 7.95

An Industry standard joystick interface using the IN31 or
‘Kempston' system.

DK290 DKTronics Dual Port Joystick I'face  11.65
Allows connection of two joysticks, one using IN31, and

TOP QUALITY
CUT PRIGE ¢

IHITFAS T

BARGAIH OF
THE MONTH

£225 inc VAT RRP. £333

UCHIDA DWX-305 PROFESSIONAL
DAISY WHEEL PARALLEL PRINTER

the other the cursor keys.

DA230 Datel Games Ace Joystick I'face 12.95
An IN31 system with sound amplification through the
TV speaker.

PR240 Protek Switchable Joystick I'face 15.45
Switchable between IN31, Cursor keys and Sinclair
Interface 2 standards.

20 characters per second. Up to 144 chs per line.
Takes up to 13" wide paper. A professional
printer at a home-computing price, ideal for high
quality word-processing and fast enough for any
home or small office printing task.

e Free delivery
e Tractor and sheet-feeder available as extras

DA250 Datel Turbo Ace Joystick I'face 15.95
Switchable as PR240 with sound amplification through}
the TV speaker

BU280 Bud Frﬂgrammahlei face 14.95

SA330 S?&ﬂ ‘Emperor’ Keyboard 44.95
DK340 DKTronics Keyboard 33.00
KP550 Kempston Centronics ‘E’ Printer

I'face 34.95

Plug-in-and-go with software held on EPROM. Con-|}

- * 90 day warranty and full technical support
e £5 off listed Spectrum Centronics interfaces if
bought with a printer

EL930 SP48 32k RAM upgrade for 16k
Spectrum 19.00

&' GUILDFORD  miem I
(0483) 505605  — )

with your credit card number or fill in the coupon with a
cheque or postal order payable to ELR International.

_ : No-solder kit for upgrading 16k Spectrums from Issue 2
nects Spectrum to standard Centronics printers. onwards.

DK530 DKTronics Centronics Printer I'face  29.95 TF920 Transform Microdrive cartridge
As KP150 with relocatable software supplied on tape. storage box 5.95
CU620 Currah Microspeech 18.75 DK950 DKTronics 56-way Extension cable 9.95
Plug-in-and-go system putting speech through the TV DK940 DKTronics Light Pen 16.95
speaker. RB910 On/Off switch 4.95
DN810 Ailphacom 32 printer 49.95| SC1020 48k Spectrum computer 95.95
DNB820 Paper for Alphacom 32 (Box of SC1030 Spectrum Plus computer 125.95
Srolls) 9.85 SC1040 ZX Microdrive 45.95
SC1050 ZXinterface 1 45.95

== PHONE Errrev— PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING: sm%pmm

| enclose cheque/P.O. made payable to
ELR INTERNATIONAL LIMITED for

CHSRENS IR ENE ERE

OVERSEAS ORDERS ARE WELCOME. PLEASE ADD [ ™™ Address

10% OUTSIDE EUROPE.

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN VOLUME EXPORT SALES.

PLEASE ENQUIRE.

For A First Class Service

ELR

ELR International Ltd, St Nicholas House, The Mount, Guildford,
Surrey GU2 5HN, England. Telex 859428 CONSOL G.

Parcel No, AD0O55389




Don’t suffer

e

write to Sinclair Surgery.

Acute add-on allergy?
Chronic hardware headaches?

in silence —

i
Sinclair Surgery F
| itk

— oo s

e
=

i

Problems with

printers

IS IT POSSIBLE to inter-
face the Canon PWI1080A
printer to the Spectrum? I
would also like to know the
price of this printer as I have
been quoted between £250
and £315. Finally, what
does NLQ stand for?
Steven Dixon,
Heckmondwike,
West Yorkshire
® The Canon PWI080A 1s
an excellent printer and easily
connected lo a Spectrum using
a Centronics type interface.
The difference in price you
have been quoted is due to a
recommended high retail price
and low discount price.

Near Letter Quality —
NLQ — means that a dot
matrix printer is capable of
quite good quality printing. It
does that by making small
adjustments to the line feed, so
the dots merge together. It 1s a
largely overrated feature,
enlarged/condensed gives
almost the same effect but only
at 68 characters per line on an
80 column printer. It is,
however, useful to be able to
use NLQ on all type styles.

IS IT POSSIBLE to connect
a 48K Spectrum Plus 1o a
Brother EP44 printer, and if

so what equipment is
needed?
J D Mallinson, Birstall,

Leicestershire
@ Using Interface 1, the con-
nections are:

Spectrum EP44
2Tx 2
3 Rx 3
4 DTR 20
S5CTS 5
7 Ground 7
All other pins should be left

disconnected. Set the Brother
to Baud Rate 1200; Bit

Length 8; Parity off (N).

MY FATHER recently
purchased an EP44 printer,
but we have one problem.
We would like the program
below changed in such a way
that it will Beep after 60
CHRS$ and auto-return after
64 CHRS.

10 FORMAT *t;1200

20 OPEN #4;*“t”

25 LIST #4

30 INPUT a$

40 IF a$="fin" OR

a$="FIN” THEN

GO TO 80
45 PRINT #4;a%
50 GOTO 30
80 CLOSE #4
9 STOP
Walter and Vanessa
Wrigge,
Dubai,

United Arab Emirates
® The simplest way to write
something on screen is to use a
word processing package, such
as Tasword 2 or The Wri-
ter. The following program,
however, should prove useful.

10 FORMAT “t”;1200

20 OPEN #4;%”

30 LET c=0

40 LET a$=INKEY$%:
if a$="" THEN GO
TO 40
IF INKEY$<>*“"
THEN GO TO 50
LET c=c+1: PRINT
#4:a%;
IF c=60 THEN
BEEP .05,1
IF c=64 THEN
PRINT #4;CHRS 13:;
LET ¢c=0
90 GOTO40

50
60
70
80

problems. Mirage claims
that the Microdriver should
work with both Interface 2
and ZX printer connected.
Is there a difference between
those two printers?
J P van Suchtelen,
Holland
@ There are, electrically, some
differences between the Timex
2040 printer and the ZX prin-
ter, the same applies to the
Alphacom 32. The only thing
to do is disconnect it when
using the Microdriver.

Trouble with
hardware link

I READ a report in the
September issue which said
the Triton Quick Disc has
only a limited user port for
additional hardware.

Can the Quick Disc be
plugged into the through-
port of the Interface 17 If
not, is there any way round
the problem? It seems to be
a fairly serious shortcoming
if a fast storage device can-
not be linked to a computer
alongside a printer.

Will an Opus Discovery
disc drive plug into the In-
terface 17

Steve Appleton,

Leeds

® The Triton Quick Disc is

not compatible with Interface

I, nor s the Opus Discovery.

The only disc interface I know

of which 1s compatible is the
Technology Research Beta.

I HAVE recently purchased
a Mirage Microdriver which
works quite satisfactorily.
However, some programs
like The Hobbit and Jet
Pac will crash upon loading
when the Microdriver is
attached, unless [ discon-
nect my Timex 2040 prin-
ter. An Interface 2 causes no

Dirty.drive
plays up

I AM disappointed with
Sinclair’s microdrive system
which I use in my job and
also for games and software.

I have 25 microdrive car-
tridges, 13 of which will not

load. Even when the car-
tridge is in the microdrive, I
get the message ‘microdrive
not present’, and Tasword
will not print out any mail if
the letters are longer than
one page.

I cannot trust the micro-
drive system any longer and
am thinking of buying the
Opus Discovery. Have you
any advice as to what is
wrong with my microdrive?

J P Desmares,

Belgium

® A common cause of this

message 15 a dirty edge connec-

tor. Try cleaning it unth an
tndia rubber,

As the microdrive is less
than a year old if that does not
work you should get 1t replaced
under warranty.

Should you decide to get the
Opus Discovery 1, you will
find that Tasmerge runs on it
without alteration.

Pile-up the
peripherals

I HAVE a query concerning
my Spectrum. Is there a
limit to the number of
peripherals that can be con-
nected to the edge con-
nector?

At present I have a Com-
con joystick interface, a Slo-
mo game speed controller
and an Alphacom printer
interface.

C ] Biddle, Oadby,

Leicestershire

The Spectrum has a limited

amouni of power to spare and

it can only dnive the data lines
relably for about six inches.

Microdrives,  wafadrives
and ZX printers take a fair
amount of power while simple
joystick interfaces take less.
Generally, you should not plug
tn more than three interfaces.

More surgery on page 48
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Arrow keys on
strike

CAN YOU help me? The
four arrow keys on my Spec-
trum Plus work very well
when entering programs but
not when playing games.

Is that an inherent fault? I
cannot understand why they
should work whilst prog-
ramming only.

F Wade-Cooper,

Burgess Hill, Sussex

@ The arrow keys on a Spec-

trum Plus are SHIFTED

keys, for instance, Caps Shift

and 5. Some commercial

games do not allow for that

but you should find that using
keys 5 to 8 will work.

Beeping to the

sound of music

AS A RECENT newcomer
to the Spectrum, I am in-
terested in the number of
music/composer  programs
available.

In the August issue, the

Software Directory indi-
cated only one such prog-
ram, and that was not rated
highly. Can you recommend
a good program?
S Anderson,
Luton, Bedfordshire
@ T'he best music program for
the Spectrum 1s Music Type-
writer from Romantic Robot.
Bearing in mund the limit of
the Spectrum Beep, 1t gives
reasonable sound and on-
screen music notation.

Reading up on

programming

I AM AN OAP and have
recently been given a Spec-
trum. As I have done