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S<NOPSIS 

IdeQWLf\LQg FeaWXUeV ​WellV Whe VWoU\ of Magdalena, a moWheU Zho embaUkV on a             
joXUne\ in VeaUch of heU Von Zho diVappeaUed en UoXWe Wo Whe US boUdeU. TUaYeling               
WhUoXgh Whe foUeboding WoZnV and landVcapeV of noUWheUn Me[ico, Vhe meeWV MigXel, a             
\oXng man UecenWl\ depoUWed fUom Whe UniWed SWaWeV Zho iV making hiV Za\ home. The               
WZo accompan\ one anoWheU: Magdalena looking foU heU Von, and MigXel eageU Wo Vee              
hiV moWheU again in a WeUUiWoU\ ZheUe YicWimV and aggUeVVoUV Uamble WogeWheU. ​The             
poignanW dUama, VeW in Whe cXUUenW Me[ican hXmaniWaUian cUiViV, VpoWlighWV Whe           
coXnWU\¶V failed ZaU againVW dUXg caUWelV, diVappeaUanceV of migUanWV boXnd foU Whe U.S.             
and Whe dangeUoXV od\VVe\ of WhoVe looking foU miVVing famil\ membeUV. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
DIREC7OR¶S BIOGRAPH< 
FeUnanda Valade]. DiUecWoU and pUodXceU, GXanajXaWo, Me[ico, 1981. GUadXaWe of          
CenWUo de CapaciWaciyn CinemaWogUifica (CCC). HeU fiUVW VhoUW film ³De eVWe mXndo´,            
UeceiYed Whe beVW VhoUW film aZaUd aW Whe GXanajXaWo Film FeVWiYal. IW ZaV conVideUed Whe               
beVW Me[ican VhoUW of Whe \eaU b\ Whe Me[ican ChambeU of Film IndXVWU\. HeU              
gUadXaWion VhoUW film, ³400 bagV´, ZaV VelecWed foU Whe EdiWing SWXdio of Whe BeUlinale              
TalenWV and UeceiYed diffeUenW aZaUdV aUoXnd Whe ZoUld. IW ZaV alVo nominaWed aV BeVW              
ShoUW b\ Whe Me[ican Academ\ of CinemaWic AUWV (AUiel) in 2015 and ZaV a finaliVW of Whe                 
SWXdenW Academ\ AZaUdV in WhaW Vame \eaU. The VcUipW of heU fiUVW feaWXUe ​IGHQWLI\LQJ              
FHDWXUHV (SLQ VHxDV SDUWLFXODUHV) ZaV ZUiWWen ZiWh Whe gUanW YoXng AUWiVWV of Whe             
Me[ican FXnd foU Whe AUWV (FONCA). The pUojecW laWeU UeceiYed fXndV fUom FOPROCINE             
(Me[ican FXnd foU Whe PUodXcWion of QXaliW\ Cinema) and UecenWl\ poVW pUodXcWion            
fXndV fUom EFICINE. The film UeceiYed Whe ZoUk in pUogUeVV aZaUd of Whe San SebaVWiin               
Film FeVWiYal. 
 
In 2018 FeUnanda UeceiYed a VcUipW ZUiWing gUanW fUom FONCA, ZiWh Zhich Vhe iV ZUiWing               
heU ne[W feaWXUe, ​RDPEOHU. ​FeUnanda iV foXnding paUWneU of Whe pUodXcWion companieV            
ENAGUAS CINE and CORPULENTA ZiWh Zhich Vhe haV pUodXced Whe filmV ​PODVWLF (b\             
RicaUdo SoWo, 2015, deYeloped in LocaUno¶V filmmakeUV Academ\) and ​TKH DDUNHVW           
DD\V RI UV (b\ AVWUid RondeUo, 2017, VXppoUWed b\ TUibeca¶V LaWin AmeUica FXnd and              
BeUlinale TalenWV ScUipW SWaWion, NominaWed aV BeVW FiUVW FeaWXUe and BeVW AcWUeVV b\             
Whe Me[ican Academ\ of CinemaWic AUWV 2019). She iV alVo Whe pUodXceU of Whe              
docXmenWaU\ ​DHDU AQ​a, cXUUenWl\ in poVW pUodXcWion, b\ UenoZned diUecWoU AlejandUa           
Sinche]. 
 
 

 



 

DIREC7OR¶S NO7E 
IGHQWLI\LQJ FHDWXUHV WellV Whe VWoU\ of Magdalena, a Zoman making a joXUne\ Wo find heU               
Von, gone miVVing on hiV Za\ Wo Whe boUdeU ZiWh Whe US. ThiV film iV an e[ploUaWion of Whe                   
hoUUoUV and conWUadicWionV of Woda\¶V Me[ico, of a ZhiUlZind of Yiolence WhaW doeVn¶W             
Veem Wo end, and of Whe XnfoUWXnaWe paWh of Whe migUanWV. BXW iW iV alVo a VWoU\ of                  
UeViVWance, of oXU capaciW\ Wo giYe meaning Wo a fUacWXUed e[iVWence, eYen if Whe meaning               
iV endXUance iWVelf. ​IGHQWLI\LQJ FHDWXUHV ​iV m\ fiUVW feaWXUe film aV a diUecWoU. IW              
UepUeVenWV a long joXUne\ WhaW began aUoXnd 2012. Back When, Ze began Wo UeceiYe neZV               
WhaW e[pUeVVed a deep Vocial and hXmaniWaUian cUiViV in Me[ico:diVappeaUance and           
killingV of acWiYiVWV and joXUnaliVWV; maVViYe Yiolence againVW migUanWV, Zomen and           
minoUiWieV; emeUgence of do]enV of clandeVWine maVV gUaYeV; incUeaVing nXmbeUV of           
inWeUnall\ diVplaced people; popXlaWed VeWWlemenWV changing inWo ghoVW WoZnV. The          
peUcepWion of m\ VXUUoXndingV changed iUUeYeUVibl\, and afWeU Vhaking off Whe comfoUW of             
Me[ico CiW\, ZheUe I¶Ye been liYing foU oYeU 15 \eaUV, I ZenW back Wo m\ homeWoZn,                
ZheUe Yiolence haV floXUiVhed. 
 
I foXnd Whe VWoU\ I ZanWed Wo Well in Whe WUaYeleUV and immigUanWV YaniVhing b\ Whe da\,                 
and in Whe familieV WhaW look foU Whem in Whe maVV gUaYeV ZheUe coUpVeV appeaU b\ Whe                 
hXndUedV. I alVo foXnd WhaW ficWion ZaV Whe Wool I needed Wo UecoYeU WhoVe YoiceV and                
WUanVlaWe Whem inWo a gUoXp of chaUacWeUV and WheiU joXUne\V, joXUne\V WhaW mighW Veem              
like a deVcenW Wo hell. I WUied Wo VWUXcWXUe ​IGHQWLI\LQJ FHDWXUHV aV a Uoad moYie, moUe                
l\Uical Whan naWXUaliVWic, looking foU Whe VenVaWion of a WhUilleU. I figXUed WhiV mi[WXUe of               
elemenWV ZoXld help me e[pUeVV a hXman phenomenon WhaW lefW me ZiWhoXW ZoUdV. I              
ZanWed Wo open TXeVWionV aboXW Whe c\cleV of Yiolence and aboXW oXU capaciW\ Wo WUanViW               
Whe boXndaUieV WhaW diYideV YicWimV and peUpeWUaWoUV, a Whin boUdeU WhaW liYeV ZiWhin             
oXUVelYeV. I don¶W \eW knoZ hoZ mXch of ZhaW I ZanWed Wo Well commXnicaWeV WhUoXgh               
Whe film. BXW I feel foUWXnaWe WhaW I goW Wo VhooW iW. I¶m ceUWain WhaW Zhen Wime paVVeV, I                   
Zill look back and find moUe maWXUe VWoUieV WhaW beWWeU poUWUa\ WhiV momenW. I can onl\                
Va\ WhaW I felW a deep XUge Wo Well WhiV one noZ.  

KE< CRE: BIOS 
 
LEADING AC7RESS: MERCEDES HERNÈNDE= 
ReVpecWed Me[ican AcWUeVV, pUodXceU and VWoU\WelleU, MeUcedeV HeUninde] haV         
peUfoUmed in moUe Whan 25 WheaWeU pla\V. She iV alVo inWo peUfoUmaWiYe VWoU\Welling and              
haV peUfoUmed inWeUnaWionall\. FoU WhiV ZoUk Vhe UeceiYed a FONCA gUanW aV a             
peUfoUmeU. HeU fiUVW film cUediW aV an acWUeVV ZaV in CanneV¶ CeUWain RegaUd VelecWed ​TKH               
9LROLQ in 2005. LaWeU, Vhe ZenW Wo paUWicipaWe ZiWh UenoZned Me[ican diUecWoU CaUloV             
CaUUeUa¶V ​OI CKLOGKRRG (2010). Among oWheU filmV iW VWandV oXW JoUge PpUe] Solano ​LD              
TLULVLD foU Zhich Vhe UeceiYed a BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS NOMINATION b\ Whe            
Me[ican Academ\ of AUWV and ScienceV (AUiel) in 2015. In 2020 Vhe Zill pUemieUe heU               

 



 

fiUVW leading acWing cUediW, XndeU diUecWoU FeUnanda Valade], in heU debXW film            
IGHQWLI\LQJ FHDWXUHV​, Zhich VcUeened and Zon aZaUdV aW SXndance 2020. 
 
:RI7ER-PROD8CER: AS7RID RONDERO 
AVWUid RondeUo haV UeceiYed gUanWV and VXppoUW fUom TUibeca Film InVWiWXWe, BeUlinale            
TalenWV (ScUipW SWaWion 2014, EdiWing SWXdio 2010), Women in Film FiniVhing FXnd,            
GabUiel FigXeUoa Film FXnd among oWheUV. HeU fiUVW feaWXUe, ​TKH DDUNHVW DD\V OI UV ​,              
obWained 7 inWeUnaWional aZaUdV aV BeVW FeaWXUe in Whe US, FUance, Colombia, SanWo             
Domingo and Me[ico and ZaV nominaWed aV BeVW FiUVW FeaWXUe Film and BeVW AcWUeVV b\               
Whe Me[ican Academ\ of AUWV and ScienceV (AUieleV 2019). AVWUid iV foXnding paUWneU of              
Whe pUodXcWion companieV ENAGUAS CINE and CORPULENTA. She iV Whe pUodXceU of            
IGHQWLI\LQJ FHDWXUHV​, diUecWed b\ FeUnanda Valade], ZinneU aW San SebaVWian WoUk in            
pUogUeVV and Wo be pUemieUed aW SUNDANCE 2020. She iV poVW pUodXcing an e[ciWing              
DocXmenWaU\ Film ​LD CRORQLD b\ \oXng Me[ican diUecWoU DaYid BXiWUon. She iV            
cXUUenWl\ financing heU Vecond feaWXUe, ​SXMR ​. HeU neZ film VcUipW ZaV ZUiWWen ZiWh a              
GUanW foU YoXng AUWiVWV of Whe Me[ican FXnd foU Whe AUWV (FONCA 2019) and ZaV inYiWed                
Wo Whe SXndance SWoU\ Lab held in MoUelia, Me[ico, in OcWobeU 2019. 
 
CINEMA7OGRAPHER: CLA8DA BECERRIL 
GUadXaWed ZiWh honoUV CXm LaXde in Whe VpecialW\ of CinemaWogUaph\ aW Whe CCC film              
Vchool ZiWh Whe VhoUW filmV ​PULPDO FRUFH ​(2017) and ODN LHDYHV (2016)​. She iV Whe               
cinemaWogUapheU of feaWXUe docXmenWaU\ filmV ​BDWK OI LLIH (2016) and ​45 DD\V LQ             
HDUEDU (2018)​, and feaWXUe filmV ​TKH SLOHQFH IV :HOFRPH (2017) ​and ​IGHQWLI\LQJ            
FHDWXUHV (2020). She haV been aZaUded b\ PanWalla de CUiVWal aV beVW cinemaWogUapheU             
2017 foU Dalia Re\eV¶ ​BDWK RI LLIH​. 
 
EDI7OR: S8SAN KORDA 
KoUda VWXdied filmmaking aW CCNY and haV ZoUked aV an ediWoU foU 20 \eaUV. WiWh               
DaYid LeiWneU, Vhe diUecWed and pUodXced Whe 1989 aZaUd-Zinning docXmenWaU\ Vienna           
IV DiffeUenW. She pUodXced anoWheU aZaUd-Zinning docXmenWaU\ in 2000, OQH RI UV ​.            
HeU VhoUW naUUaWiYe film Salomea¶V NoVe Zon man\ inWeUnaWional aZaUdV. HeU ediWing            
cUediWV inclXde Whe 1989 OVcaU�-nominaWed docXmenWaU\ FRU AOO MDQNLQG and Sandi           
DXBoZVki¶V gUoXndbUeaking ​TUHPEOLQJ BHIRUH G-G (2001)​. She ZaV a pUodXceU on           
Emil\ and SaUah KXnVWleU¶V ​:LOOLDP KXQVWOHU: DLVWXUELQJ WKH UQLYHUVH ​, and VWoU\           
conVXlWanW on Alan BeUlineU¶V ​TKH SZHHWHVW SRXQG and ​FLUVW CRXVLQ OQFH RHPRYHG ​.            
KoUda WeacheV aW ColXmbia UniYeUViW\ and condXcWV ediWing and VWoU\Welling ZoUkVhopV           
in Whe U.S., EXUope, IVUael, and SoXWh AfUica. 
 
M8SIC COMPOSER: CLARICE JENSEN 
ClaUice JenVen iV Whe aUWiVWic diUecWoU of ACME, Whe AmeUican ConWempoUaU\ MXVic            
EnVemble. A gUadXaWe of The JXilliaUd School, Vhe VWXdied ZiWh Joel KUoVnick, HaUYe\             

 



 

ShapiUo and haV Waken maVWeU claVVeV ZiWh man\ compoVeUV VXch aV MilWon BabbiWW,             
EllioWW CaUWeU and RogeU Re\noldV. RecoUding aUWiVWV Vhe haV collaboUaWed ZiWh inclXde            
Jyhann JyhannVVon, SWaUV of Whe Lid, OZen PalleWW, Ma[ RichWeU, T\ondai BUa[Won and             
nXmeUoXV oWheUV. HeU moVW UecenW peUfoUmanceV inclXde conceUWV aW The KingV TheaWUe,            
ElbphilhaUmonie (HambXUg), DiVne\ Hall, BenaUo\a Hall, The S\dne\ OpeUa HoXVe, Big           
EaUV FeVWiYal, DXke PeUfoUmanceV, BAM, (le) PoiVVon RoXge, RoXleWWe, and Whe IVamX 
NogXchi MXVeXm. RecoUding collaboUaWionV haYe been UeleaVed on DeXWVche         
GUammophon, KUank\, WaUp, MaWadoU, BUaVVland, Domino, MeUge, JagjagXZaU,        
Domino, NeZ WoUld, 4AD and man\ oWheUV. 
 

CAS7 
Magdalena MeUcedeV HeUninde] 

MigXel DaYid IlleVcaV 
JeV~V JXan JeV~V VaUela 

OliYia Ana LaXUa RodUtgXe] 
ChX\a LaXUa Elena IbaUUa 

PedUo XicoWpncaWl Ulloa 
 

CRE: 
DLUHFWRU - ​FeUnanda Valade] 

PURGXFHUV​ - AVWUid RondeUo, FeUnanda Valade], Jack Zagha, YoVV\ Zagha 
SFULSW ​ - FeUnanda Valade], AVWUid RondeUo 

CLQHPDWRJUDSK\​ - ClaXdia BeceUUil 
AUW DLUHFWRU ​ - Dalia Re\eV 

EGLWLQJ ​ - FeUnanda Valade], AVWUid RondeUo, SXVan KoUda 
SRXQG RHFRUGLVW ​ - MiVael HeUninde] 

SRXQG DHVLJQ - ​OmaU JXiUe] 
OULJLQDO MXVLF​ - ClaUice JenVen 

 
PRODUCTION COMPANIES:  

CORPULENTA, FOPROCINE, AVANTI PICTURES, 
ENAGUAS CINE, NEPHILIM PRODUCCIONES 

 

PROD8C7ION NO7ES 
IGHQWLI\LQJ FHDWXUHV haV been a long WeUm pUojecW. The Vocial appUoach of Whe film (Whe               
VWoU\ dealing ZiWh Whe enfoUced diVappeaUanceV in Whe migUanW UoXWe and Whe pilgUimage             
of WhoVe looking foU WheiU miVVing loYed oneV; Whe hXmaniWaUian cUiViV Ze liYe in Me[ico)               
made Whe financing pUoceVV long and complicaWed. So Whe film ZaV VhoW ZiWh a UedXced               
caVh floZ, complemenWed ZiWh in-kind conWUibXWionV. ThiV foUmXla made XV change Whe            
oUiginal pUodXcWion plan foU a VmalleU Vcheme, moUe poUWable and fle[ible, WhaW alloZed             

 



 

XV Wo UeinfoUce Whe bond ZiWh Whe commXniWieV ZheUe Ze VhoW, pUiYileged Whe ZeaWheU Ze               
needed and pUoWecWed a geneUoXV VhooWing VchedXle. In WhiV VenVe, Ze ZeUe able Wo VhooW               
along nine ZeekV in Whe coXUVe of a \eaU. FoXU of WheVe ZeekV ZeUe VhoW ZiWh a YeU\ Vmall                   
cUeZ, conViVWing of onl\ Whe diUecWoU, Whe cinemaWogUapheU, Whe pUodXceU (Zho ZaV alVo             
Whe VoXnd UecoUdiVW) and one of Whe acWoUV. BXW Whe caVh limiWaWionV did noW WUanVlaWe inWo                
cUeaWiYe oneV, becaXVe Ze had Whe oppoUWXniW\ Wo appUoach Whe pUojecW fUom a             
peUVpecWiYe WhaW enUiched Whe VWoU\ and Whe chaUacWeUV, alVo leWWing XV leaUn Whe beaXW\              
and challengeV of Whe Me[ican coXnWU\Vide, aV Zell aV Whe XnfoUWXnaWe paWh of Whe              
migUanWV. 

IGHQWLI\LQJ FHDWXUHV ZaV VhoW moVWl\ b\ Zomen filmmakeUV. The caVW ZaV a mi[ of              
pUofeVVional acWoUV fUom Me[ico CiW\, and \oXng peUfoUmeUV fUom Whe commXniWieV           
ZheUe Ze ZoUked, Whe laVW oneV Zell YeUVed in Whe moWiYeV Wo emigUaWe.  

AERXW KLQR LRUEHU 
WiWh a libUaU\ of oYeU 4,000 WiWleV, Kino LoUbeU Inc. haV been a leadeU in independenW aUW                 
hoXVe diVWUibXWion foU 35 \eaUV, UeleaVing 30 filmV peU \eaU WheaWUicall\ XndeU iWV Kino              
LoUbeU, Kino RepeUWoU\ and AliYe Mind Cinema banneUV, gaUneUing VeYen Academ\           
AZaUd� nominaWionV in nine \eaUV. In addiWion, Whe compan\ bUingV oYeU 350 WiWleV             
\eaUl\ Wo Whe home enWeUWainmenW and edXcaWional maUkeWV WhUoXgh ph\Vical and digiWal            
media UeleaVeV. WiWh an e[panding famil\ of diVWUibXWed labelV, Kino LoUbeU handleV            
UeleaVeV in ancillaU\ media foU ZeiWgeiVW FilmV, Cohen Media GUoXp, GUeenZich           
EnWeUWainmenW, AUWVploiWaWion, PaliVadeV TaUWan, MenemVha FilmV, RaUo Video, and         
oWheUV, placing ph\Vical WiWleV WhUoXgh all ZholeVale, UeWail, and diUecW Wo conVXmeU            
channelV, aV Zell aV diUecW digiWal diVWUibXWion WhUoXgh oYeU 40 OTT VeUYiceV inclXding all              
majoU TVOD and SVOD plaWfoUmV. In 2019, Whe compan\ laXnched iWV neZ aUW hoXVe              
digiWal channel Kino NoZ Zhich feaWXUeV oYeU 1000 WiWleV fUom Whe acclaimed Kino             
LoUbeU libUaU\. In UeVponVe Wo Whe COVID-19 pandemic, Whe Kino MaUTXee iniWiaWiYe ZaV             
laXnched in 2020 pioneeUing "YiUWXal WheaWUical" UeleaVeV of aUW hoXVe filmV ZiWh UeYenXe             
VhaUeV WhaW alloZV aXdienceV Wo VXppoUW almoVW 400 local independenW WheaWeUV. 

 

 

 

 

 


