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H I S T O R Y  OF' NIDDLESEX C O U N T Y .  

L E X I N G T O N .  

BY HOW. CHABLEB HUDIIOH. 

*, 'EmTGTON is situated in latitude 4%'' ffT 26' 50' north, and in longitude 
-7 ".- 71" 13' 65 " rest ; and is about 
a*? '\ "-\ eleven miles westnorthwest from 

\,I:> rh Boston. I t  has Winchester, 11'0- 
bum, and Burlington on the 
northeast ; Burlington and Bed- +-c&4'4 ford on the nortli ; Lincoln on 
the west; IValtIiam on the south- 

west ; and Belmont and Arlington on tlie southeast. 
The shape of the township, like that of the neigh- 
boring toms, is somewhat irregular. Tlie town 
contains about twenty square miles, or about thir- 
teen thousand acres. Lexington as a whole is more 
elevated than any of the adjoining toms, unless it 
be Lincoln ; and hence the water from her territory 
finds ita way to the ocean tlirougll the Shawshine, 
the Mystic, and Charles rivers. The water-power 
in the town is inconsiderable ; and what there is, is 
remote from tlre centre. Then is at present but 
one mill in the town, that being in the easterly prt ,  
at the outlet of the Great Meadow, so called. On or 
near the site of this mill was erected the first mill 
in the township, probably as earl? as 1630. I t  
was owned by Edward Winsllip of Cambridge, nnd 
was givar by his will to his son Edwnrcl, and re- 
mained more than a century in the family. 

Tile tom~shlp is rather uneven, furnishing n 
pleasant variety of hill and dale. Though the 
snrfnce is sometimes broken, the mil for the most 
part is productive. The rock formation through a 
great part of the township is a s p i e s  of green- 
stone ; and though it frequently crops out of the 
ground, the rock is so irregular, and the sides so 
pncipitom, that the soil is deep, and often capable 
of being cultivated up to the very fa= of the 

ledges. The presence of this rock generally indi- 
cates a hard, but at the same time a mm and 

'productive soil, well adapted to grass, grain, and 
fruit trees of every soh, and in fact to every 
vegetable production. 

Tlrere are many good farms in the town, and 
their value is greatly enhanced by the peat swamp 
which are found in almost every neigllborhood. 
These swamps, when properly drained, constitute 
some of the most valuable land for cultivation; 
and at the same time the material taken from the . 
drains sen- to fertilize the rest of the cultivated 
hnd. Tliese reclaimed swamp, when properly 
cultivated, are found to be very productive, jield- 
ing large c rop  of hay, corn, potatoes, and every 
variety of garden vegetables. Lexingtoll may be 
wgarded as a good agricultural township. She 
has heretofore been somewhat noted for the hay 
and fruit slie I m  sent to market; but at  the 
present time milk may be regarded as her great 
staple. Many of our farmers keep from twelve to 
thirty cowrs, and a few of them keep from thirty to 
sisty, or even seventy. I t  appears by the r e t w  
of the assessors, publislied by the authority of the 
state, that tlie whole number of milch cows kept in 
town tlie last gear was 1,081, -a larger number 
than that kept by any town in the county, with 
one s in~le  exception ; and by tlie census return 
for 1875, it appears tlmt Lexington furnished for 
the market 510,551 gallons of milk rumnally, a 
larger amount than is produced by any city or 
town in the state, except Worcester. 

Lesington lins not been able to boast of h e  . 
mineral tmsures. Witlrin tlie last few years, 
howeyer, a granite quarry has been discovered in 
the mrthern p r t  of the town, wllic11, wl~en prop  
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erfi opened, may prove valuable for building pur- 
p. In the same general neigllborhood n paint 
mine has been discorered, of which the State 
Assayer says, 'cTl~e composition, from its enduring 
nature, confen great value upon this pigment. I n  
mixing with oil, a prtinl combimtion tnkeo plnce, 
which producea an elastic and mecha~lically excel- 
h t  pint, like wluta lead. I t  has notlung of 8 

perishable nature." Then is a spring in the vailey 
of Vine Brook, which .has been thougl~t by some 
to possess ~nedicinal properties, hnving indications 
of sulpliur and iron. I t  hns never been annlyzed. 

There is, however, a spring recently .bronght to 
public attention, which bids fair to rival the popu- 
lar spring3 which a n  commended for tlJr curative 
properties. It is situated in the southeasterlp pert 
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of Lexington, near the line of V'nltham, on tlie 
farm of Alden Jameson, Esq. ; and is about three 
miles distant from the centre of each of tlie towns. 
I t  is a copious spring, and is so protected by a 
granite curb as to secure it from all surface water; 
the tiow being free from tht 'source. The water is 
highly recommeuded by those who have used it, as 
being valuable in a variety of complaints. Pro- 
fessor Hayes, after an analysis of tlie water, classes 
it favorably with tlie Polaud, Allandale, and Vi- 
enna waters, which have a Iiigli reputation. He 
adds, " I t  is ~lotumlly aerated or charged with car- 
bonic acid, oxygen, aiid nitrogen gases. I t  is 
alkaline, and free from any appreciable organic 
matter. It is a remarkably pure water." I t  is 
higlily recommended in cases of dyspepsia, diabe- 
tes, atone, gravel, and tlie whole class of kidney and 
bowel complaints. Many who have used it speak 
strongly of the curative properties of the water. 

The village of Lexington is pleasantly situated 
on land comparatively level; and though it is ele- 
vated more thali two hundred feet above tide 
water, being surrounded by hills more or leas dk- 
tant, and having meadows on either hand, it has 
the appearance of being rather low. In  the centre 
of the village is the Common, a triangular plot of 
gmund, situated at the junction, and lpii~g between 
the roads leading to C.bncord and Bedford. I t  
contains about two acres, and is nearly level, with 
the exception of a gentle swell, rising some five or 
six feet on the southerly side, on wliich is the 
monument erected to the memory of the first 
Revolutionary martyrs. The dingram on page 10 
will show the premises as they were in 1775, 
and will illustrate the history of that day. The 
borders of the Common are skirted by roirs of elm, 
ash, and other ornamental trees; some of them 
having braved the bla.9ts of more thau a hundred 
winters, while others are glor~ing in youthful 
beauty. There is one young tree on the Commoii 
which merits notice, as i t  is designed for posterity. 
I n  1875, when President Grant was in Lexington, 
a t  our Centennial, he a t  our request plaited a 
young elm upoii this consecrated ground, tllat 
those w110 came after as  might mark the succession 
of yean; and recall the eveiits wliicli have made the 

- spot memorable. This green is consecrated by tlie 
first blood'of the Revolution; and the sacred asso- 
cintiohs wliich surround the spot render it a phce 
of considerable resort, nud many a passer-by pauses 
to contemplate the scene wlkh renders it classic. 

The population of Lexington in 1876. was 

2,510, which may be distributed through the town 
as follows: 1,100 in the centre village, 760 in the 
east village, rliile the remaining population ia 
scattered over tlie rest of the townsllip. 

Both villages, the centre and the east, are situ- 
ated on the Main Street, a road lading to Boston; 
and tlie line of sepratioii between them must be 
somewhat arbitrary, as tlie settlement on the Main 
Street is almost coiitinuous and uninterrupted. 
Botli villages are embowered in ornamental trees, 
which give a rural appearance to the place; and 
the lace, spmding elms hare ever attracted the 
passers-by. TYIiile tlic roads in Lexington are far 
from beirig billy, there are in different p r t s  of the 
town swells of lalid risins from a hundred to a 
hundred and twenty-five feet above tile orddiary 
level of the surroundiug couiltry, giving an exten- 
sive view of tlie regions arouiid. There is a ran* 
of high lauds on tlie soutlierly side of the main or 
Boston road, commencing a little soutlierly of the 
centre of the torn, mhicli, though interrupted by 
one local depression, extends into Arlington. The 
swell above the old hiunroe Tavern is considerably 
elevated, and overlooks tlie maiu village and 
large portion of the tom.  I t  was on the north- 
ern declivity of tliis liill that Lord Percy placed 
one of his field-pieces on the 19th of April, 1775. 
The elevated portion of this range, soutllwesterly 
of the village hall iii East Lexington, commanda 
a prospect of great exteiit and rare beauty. Not 
only tlie nortlieasterly portion of the tom, but the 
village of lledford, mltli its ilumerouv dwellings 
and public buildings, are displayed to view. Nor 
does the prospect elid Iiere; the more distant city 
of Lynn, and the dark-blue ocean beyond, whitened 
by tlie rails of her hardy fishermen and her enter- 
prising merchants, give variety aud grandeur to 
the scene. 

hlount Independence, near tlie East village, rises 
about one Iiundred and thirty feet above the main 
street. This is but a contiiiuation of tlie r ang  of 
which we have spoken. I t  is iienrly opposite tlie 
churcli, and commands a full view of the village 
aiid the high lands on tlie opposite aide of the 
b rod  meadows which spread out gn each side of 
MiU Brook. But while Jlain Street, 011-which are 
situated the principal houm in the village, lies at 
the foot of this eminence, and the eye of tlie be- 
lioldcr on tlie summit cui observe every movement 
in the village, 3 more distalit prospect attracts at- 
tention, and iu the openings among the IJUs in 
Arlington the growing village of )ledford rises 
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in full view. The prospect from this hill is truly 
deliglltful ; and the people in this p r t  of the town 
have shown their g a l  sense and good taste in 
giving tllis hill a llnlne vortl~y of its dlaracter and 
tlle town r l~e re  it is situnted. ' 

Farther to the soutlr this elevated rnnge rises 
still higher, wit11 a more extensive prospect, par- 
ticularly to the south and east, ennblina tlle eye 
to take iu the village of Newton, and to a great 

'extent the beautiful country intervening. At the 
lower end of the East village this mnge is consid- 
erably depressed, but soon rises again it ap- 
p r o a c h  tlle Arlil~gton line, giving a good view 
towards the north. 

But the most celebrated elevation in town, and the 
m e  which affords the granclest prospect, is Hallcock 
Height. I t  is situated some hundred and twenty 
llods from the railroad station. This general swell 
or elevation commences near the centre milroad 
stition, and continues in an easterly direction, 
calminati~lg in a mcky summit, which terminates 
in a precipitous decent of about one 11u t~dd  and 
eighty feet, to the intervale of Vine Brook. Stand- 
ing on the summit, you have almost the \rhole 
northern and-eastern part of the town in full view. 
At the base, and almost ullder your feet, is spmd  
out the valley of Wne Brook, showing its broad 
meadows, - here in a high state of cultivntion, and 
there covered with a growth of oak, birch, and 
maple; wliile on the other hnnd is the village in 
its leafy beauty. Beyond, you lurve the' phins 
waving wit11 grass or grain, hillsides adorned with 
orchards or crowned with forests, - the nllole 
dotted over wit11 farm-llouses and barns, to show 
the preseuce of industry aud thrift. Here, too, 
you behold the streamlets meandering through the 
meadows, the roads wiading alnollg the hills, to- 
gether with the school-houses and churches, sl~ow- 
i g  that the mind and the heart, no less tllon tlre 
face of the earth, are designed for cultivation and 
improvement. Nor is the prospect confilled to the 
township. Tl~e  villages of IVobum aud Burling- 
ton, with t l~e  lligll hnds beyond, bound your pros- 
pect on the northeast. On tlle enst you have the 
hills in Winchester, JIount Gilboa, and the other 
elevatious in Arlin@oa in view ; and behwn thess 
a part of Somerville, the torering shaft on Bunker 
Hill, and a portion of tlle city of Boston may be 
seen, reflecting the rays of t l a  rising and setting 

- run. To the southeast you bellold the Blue Hills 
ki Milton, the elevated land in Newton, Prospect 
Hill ill IValtl~am, n11d the high grounds i t  Weston. 

Psssing over the village of Bedford, the high lands 
of IVcstford, Groton, and the intermediate t o m ,  
the prospect towards tire w e t  and i~orthrest is 
almost unbounded, interrupted b j  the lofty 11-acl~u- 
aett in Princeton, tlle fint land which glnds the 
eye of the mariner as Ile appmaclm the coast. 
Farther north you behold the \Vatatic ill hsl~by, 
nnd the l~llls in New Ipswiclr ; and still farther the 
Gmnd JIo~~ailnock, "aitlr brow 11aV &en and hall 
concealed in clouds, fixes and bounds the view." a 

This hill \ras h o r n  to the inhabitants by a low 
and insignificant name, but the citizens in town- 
meeting assembled, in R'ovember, 1867, g v e  it tlle 
more worthy name of Hallcock Height. The sum- 
mit of this bill, like almost every other LI t o m ,  is 
cnpped nit11 green-stone, ground off smooth a t  the 
top; thns sustaining the theory of tlre geologists 
that, during wlmt they denominate the drift period, 
vast mountains of ice passed over our couatry, and 
in their steady progress, with their enormous wigllt, 
composed as they are thought to be of rocks of rll 
kinds which they have accumulnted in their gra~ld 
march, ground off t b  t o p  of rocks over which they 
passed. 

The general topogrnpl~y of theltownahip, tlre 
rolling surface of the grolu~d, prese~~t desimbk 
sites for drellingu, giving what is becolning a very 
important elemeut in building lots, a good oppor- 
tunity for sewerage. We have a railrond passing 
through tlle villages, furnisl~ing us with five passen- 
ger stntions within the to\\nsbip, and so accommo- 
dating every locality. We have two post-offices, 
with a daily mail mornilig aud evening, a telegraph 
and telepl~one office. I know of no town so nenr the 
city of Boston, and enjoying such facilities of com- 
munication, so rural as Lexington. Though our 
main village presarta all the variety of a thickly 
settled place, having its school-houses, churches, 
English and West M i a  goods stores, a cnpacious 
town-hall, ~ubl ic  houses, livery stables, post-office, 
and the usual variety of meclm~ics' shops, a~ id  the 
railroad station in the cetltre of the village, -yet if 
you take a carriage to enjoy any of the pleasal~t 
drives which'our f l  roads afford, in five millutes 
from the village you are in a scene as quiet and as 
rural as though yo\l m m  a hundred miles from 
the city. 

Lexington has always been regarded as one of 
the most henlthy towns iu the region. Situated a 
dozen miles from the m t ,  with high lands inter- 
vening, those unpleasant, raw, and ~ h e ; l l t l ~ y  enst 
wilds which annoy the inhabitants nearer the sea, 
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and convert a goodly portion of the pleasant months 
of May and June illto an uncomfortnble seasou, 
are in a p t  degree avoided, or rather that these 
winds are so far modified as to be rendeml com- 
fortable. At tlie same time we are so far removed 
from the anow-capped hills at the nortli and west 
as to be measurably exempt from the driftipg snows 
of wi~rter, and the chilling air of spring. These 
are among the causes which tend to save us in a 
d e g m  from that ldague of New England which 
brings to an untimely end so many of our young 
p p l e .  The altitude of our township gives a salu- 
brity to our atmosphere, and the absence of slow 
sluggish streams saves us in a measure fmm the 
malignant diseases so fatal to children. And it can 
be easily slloan by the bills of mortality t h t  Lex- 
ington 1 ~ s  furnished a larger pl-oprtion of deaths at 
an advanced age tlmn most of the towns aroutid us. 
The healthfulness of Lexington is so well k l i ~ \ ~ n  
that many invalids by the advice of tlieir physicians 
lave come to Lexington to regain tlieir l~ealth. 

Lexington n-as originally a ,  part of (;ambridge, 
and was kno\ni by the designation of "Cambridge 
Farms," snpl)l?ing the main village with wood and 
hay. It is difficult to say when the settlement 
proper been. Several persons spent most of the 
fanning seasoil here, and still retained their resi- 
delice in Cnmbridge. There was no permanent set- 
tlement at the "Farms " till about 1640. The 
early settlers came mostly from Cambridge nnd 
ITatertown ; but at first they were few in  lumber. 
Without attempting to state the. onlcr in wliicll 
the first settlers came to the place, we must be 
content with saying that the Bridges, \Vinships, 
Cutlers, Fisks, Stones, I3onmansJ Jlerriams, and 
b m l b  were among the eiirliest and the most 
liumerous families. I t  was not till after the close 
of Philip's War that there was ally considenble 
~~ of population. Iu 1670 there could not 
have been over eighty-five or ninet!. inliabltants at 
tlle Farms; but in 1690 there was probbly three 
times that number. Among the first almts of 
every New Enghld settlement were those of cllurcl~ 1 

But unfortunately their minister, Rev. Benjamb 
Estabrook, who had pn.ac11et.l for them, and rms 
permanently settled 111 l G O G ,  died withiu a rear 
of his ordination. The parish, after some delay, in 
1698 settled John Ham&, a gmduate from 1Iar- 
vad, a young mall of good promise. He remained 
with his people till 11is death in 1753. He proved 
to be a man of superior talei~ts, of great useful- 
ness, and probably exerted more i~iflw~ice than any 
clergyman iu the couuty. If any difficulty arose 
in ally of the cliurclies, and a coul~cil was called, 
Mr. Hancopk was always on the council, where )B 

was generiilly made moderntor; and often tpxme . 
tile council itself. Iu those days, rheu the cl~arclles 
were mucli fewer than at present, and wl~eu~minis- 
ters remained long with their people, being settled 
for life, he gnve the solemn oliarge to twenty-one 
ministers at tlicir induction iuto their sacrpd of+. 
He was as ilifluential at home as abroad, @ 
always managed to keep his people united a d  
happy. .He was the counsellor and guide of his 
parishioners, not ~ n l y  iu tlieir spiritual, but m 
their temporal affairs. Tlieir title-deeds'uid their 
accounts were generally iu liis hand~rritiug. If 
ally difficulty or misuliderstandi~ig arpw betweeu 
any members of his flock, he. would .inrite the 
prties before him, and by4is good sense uid,good 
humor, would generally reconcile them. B& when 
lie failed in this, lie nould often act the pr t .o f  the 
arbiter, tliougli self-appointed, and decide tlie qua-  
tion between them; and such was their colifidena 
in him, and such tlieir respect for his judgment 
and purity of inteution, that they generally,aului- 
exed  wit11 cheerfulness in his decision. 

Mr. Hnncock had tbree solis: first, Joha, r im 
was  settled a minister in Braintree, and was tile 
f;ltlier of John Hancock of the Revolutio~r ; ,wand, 
Thomas, 4 successful mercllalit of Boston, r h o  
adopted and educated liis nephew John, who waa 
left aq orphan a t  the tender age of seven jeam; 
aiid to whom he bequenthed 11is large fortune; 
third, Ebenezer, who was settled as a colleague 
nitli liis father, and died in 1740, after n brief and 

privileges. In 1683 the settlers petitioned tlie ! very acceptable ministry of sis years. Joliii Hau- 
Genenl Court to be set off as a distinct pc inc t .  
The old parish in Cambridge oppsi~ig, it was uot 
till 1691 that the court granted the Farms a s e p  
arate corporate existence. Their first object after 
being made a pkcinct was to ptovide permaiientl~ 
for religious instruction. Tl~ey had had preachmg 
mmenhqt. regularly before, But in 1693 they had 
erectad a meeting-howe and emplojed a minister. 

cock, the elder, built a house on what is now 
kaown as Hancock Street, soon after liis ordina- 
tion in 1698, and about 1735 liis son Thomas built 
an addition to the house. Both the original and the 
addition are still standiag, each shoail~g tile archi- 
h t u n l  hate of tlie age in \rliicli they were erected; 
and they arc subjects of interest at the present day. 
The house has recently been purchased by a gentle- 
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man of means and patriotic sympathy, wlio has 
d the same to be painted aud put iu a state 
of good preservation, so that this relic of the past 
nu remain an object 6f veneration mauy yean to T I come. Mr. Hanoock was succeidecl in the minis- 
try by Jonns Clarke, who was inducted into the 
pastoral office in 1755. He married Lucy Bowes, 
a granddaughter of his predecessor, Rev. John 
Xancock. Mr. Clarke purchased and resicled in 
the house erected by his predecessor, so that the 
old bllilding, still an object of attraction, has 
been the ministerial mnnsioti for more than a 
century. Mr. Clnrke was a man of distinguished 
ability, and has left his mark upon his country's 
libtog. During the later years of tlie French and 
Indian wars, Mr. Clarke, thou& comparatively a 
young man, encouraged a warm devotion to his 
country; but when the English ministry first 
b p t e d  to impose taxes upon the colonies, lie 

. among the first to raise his voice against it. 
It ras customary in those days for towns, when 
they elected representatives, to instruct them how 
to vote on important public questions. When 
k ingi ton  had elected its representative, if there 
M any particular question before the people, he 
M not simply advised how to act, but he was 
pnkentcd with an able, elaborate state paper, 
entering into the merits of the question, and teach- 
ing the duty of rulers, and the rights and privi- 
bges of the ruled. 

brington records contain a number -of those 
valnable papera, all prepared by Mr. Clarke, whkh 
would do honor to any statesman in the country. 
The practice of giving instructions to its dele- 
gates was not peculiar to Lexington ; but, though 
I have seen the instructions given by quite a num- 
ber of towns, I have seen none so full and abkas  
those upon our town-book. In fadt, if all other 
records were destroyed, and all traditions \rere ig- 
nored, a historian wishing to ascertain the cause of 
the %rolution, atid the exact points of the contro- 
n n y ,  - the demand on the one side and the an- 
met on the other, -would be able fromqthese pa- 
pen to obtain information which would enable liim 
to fill this chapter of his history with facts of an un- 
doubted character, which could be relied on. Mr. 
Clarke was well read in the science of civil govern- 
ment, and in his masterly documents lie met the par- 
ticular issues of tlie dnp, and shotred in the clearest 
manner that as English subjects we were deprived 
of the rights and privileges of British freemen 
which were p t e d  to'us by our charter, and con- 
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firmed by the constitution of (3rent Britain; .Id 
that during the whole controversy we wen in tbe 
right and tlre parliament in the wrong; that they, 
in truth, and not re, were tlie nbels, ignoring, 
disregarding, and trampling upon the fundamend 
priuciples of their own organic law. These papers 
not only instructed our own people, and M, p 
pared them for t b  events of the 19th of April, 
1775, but by their publication they enlightened 
tlie public mind, and prepared tlie pespla generally 
to tesist the encmliments of Q m t  Bdtain, and 
alsohb estnblish free governments and to perform 
all the duties of republican citizens. Mr. Clarke 
possessed a clenr, vigorous, and well-balanced 
mind, and m s  always nctuatecl by hiih moral 
principles, whether acting as the divine or as the 
statesman. Be was, in fact, religiously political 
and politically religious, and so was progmsive 
and conservative at the m e  time. He m the 
friend, tlie adviser, tlie compeer of Adamq Han- 
aock, ar~d Warren, who frequently found a home 
under his roof and received wise instruction from 
his lips. 

Lexington was peculiarly fortunate in being 
blessed with two such ministers aa Hsncock and 
Clarke, whose united ministry exceeded a cet~tury, 
md whose wisdom aiid prudence guided the people 
in the arts of peace slid in the perils of war. Their 
lives, their tencliings, and their characters were M, 

bhided with the a f i i n  of the t o m  that they am 
as necessarily a part, and an important prt, of the 
history of Lexington as Wasl~iugton is of the 
American hvdution. Mr. Clarkc was not a poli- 
tician in tlie poplar sense of the word ; he waa a 
statesman, and his teaching was not dculnted to 
make meti partisans, but understanding, patriotic 
citizens. He regarded civil government as a diviw 
institution, necessnr). for the well-being of society 
and being designed for the whole people, the rholt 
people .should have a voice in the form of govern- 
ment. He regarded government, when estnblished, 
as a social compact, where the people enter into a 
solemn contract to abide by ite provisions, until 
they are annulled by the terms of the compact 
itself. He regarded the consent of the people as 
essential to the validity of government, and slw- 
tained this doctrine by divine authority. He says, 
in his election sermon preached before the state 
government : " The laws of mture -give men the 
right to select their form of government. Even 
God himself, the Supreme Ruler of tlle world, whose 
government is rrbaolrrte and ~ncontrollable, that 
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ever paid r smed attention to this important right, 
-bath ever patronized this interesting claim in the 
sons of men The only constitutio~i of civil govern- 
ment that claims its origin direct from heaven is the 
theocracy of the Hebrews ; but even this form of 
gwernment, thougl~dictated by iufinite wisdom, and 
written by the finger of God, wad laid before the 
peop& for their cwnaideratwu, and wm ratged, 
idrodwed, and wtabdblied by common consent." 

Both Hancock and Clarke were very popular 
with their flocks, and possessed p t  influence over 
them in all things. Mr. Clarke's patriotic views 
were instilled into the hearts of his fellow-citizens, 
N) that they could with propriety be addressed by 
him as fellow-patriots. And, no doubt, his ardeut 
love of liberty and devotion to the interest of the 
colony tended to produce that firmness and self- 
sacr i f ic i~~ spirit displayed in the opening scene of 
our Bcvolotionary drama. Among the important 
services rendered by Mr. Clarke may be mentioned 
his influence upon Colonel Hancock in preparing 
him for the Revolutionary struggle. Young Hall- 
cock was an ardent, i~npressible man, fond of soci- 
ety and show. He had been abroad, and was 
present at the funeml of George 11. and at the 
coronation of George 111. Coming at once, as he 
did at  the death of his uncle, into the possessioil of 
a princely fortune, would naturally make a young 
man vain. His position of course attracted atten- 
tion, and the royalists sougllt to secure him in 
their interest. .The security of his large property 
and the chapce of promotion were held up to him. 
In weighing them against his natural love of lib- 
erty and devotion to his county it is believed that, 
for a time, he faltered. But, fortunately for the 
country and for his reputation, there mere other 
iduences brought to bear upon him. Sa~nuel 
Adams was ever ready to strengthen the weak, and 
his influence with Hancock was in tlie right d i m -  
tion. But there was another influence, moresilent 
perhaps, but quite as controlling. His connection 
with Mr. Clarke's family, his respect for hfr. 
Clarke, and his confidence in his judgment, brought 
him frequently to his Ilouse. The well-known 
patriotism of Mr. Clarke, his courtly alld persua- 
sive manner, nnd his commanding talents, could 
not Jail to impress the mind of Hancock, and it is 
believed that he was bigl&y influential in inducing 
the young mercbnnt.of Boston to tnke an open and 
decided stand in support of the riglits of tlie colo- 
niee. And it is due to tlie memory of Hancock to 
say that if there ever was a time when be faltered, 

after he had avowed h b  sentiments no man w u  
truer or bolder, or more ready to make sacdces ia 
the cause of liberty. 

But Lexingtoii has a civil and military history M 

well as an ecclesiastical one. Lexington was made 
a precinct in 1691, and was "incorporated as a tdwn 
in 1713. As a municipal corporatiou she laid out 
highways, provided for the support of the poor, 
and established that indispensable institution $ 
New England, - free schools. The town being 
entirely agricultural, and lying near the neighbor- 
hood of manufactures and commerce, her young 
men too frequently have been induced to quit the 
primitive calling of tilling the soil, and to seek 
more lncmtive business in other callings elsewhye; 
and hence the population of Lexington has be& of 
a slow growth. And her population G i v e d  
another check in 1754, when o, thonaand acrescres of 
her territory with tlie inhabitants thereon +At, 
taken from her to help form the town of Lincolh, 
The people of Lesington have been tpo unwilling 
to encourage manufactures and the mechanic arts; 
and hence she has not increased in popul@ion like 
some of Iler neighboring towns. But more of this 
history hereafter. . - 

Lexington Ilas, of course, a military history, and - 
one which reflects no dishonor upon the place. In 
the French and Indian wars Lexington acted no 
insignificant part. The rolls of that day a~ ao 
imperfect that no full and accurate account can 
given of the number of soldiers that were sent into 
the field from this tom.  From 1755 to 1765, 
inclusive, taking the number of me11 each year, 
will give a total of one hundred and sixtysight 
men, who were found on every battle-field,-at 
Louisburg;, Quebec, Crown Point, Ticonderoga, 
Fort milliam Henry, and wherever a foe was to 
be encountered or a daring deed to be performed. 
Some of the Lexington men sere attaclled to the 
famous corps know11 as " Rogers' Rangers," -a 
corps in which Stark served his military appm- 
ticesliip; a corps \\hose name was expressive of 
the life they led, ranging through tlie wilderness, 
seeking their wary foe by day and by night, in 
silrnt glens or secret ambush ; n corps \vliose win- 
terqurters were in tedious marcliings amid drifted - 
snows nnd ice-clad hills, relying sometimes upon 
snow-shoes and sometimes upon skates for loco- 
motion, and carr!.ing their only arsenal and com- 
missariat in their packs. 

We have already alluded to the controversy of 
the colony with the mother country. This WM 
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continuous from the pnssage of the Stamp Act in 
1765, to the opening of tlie Revolution, Tl~is 
coptroversy, yhich excited the atteutiorr of every 
town and villnge, was in no plnce better understood 
by the mass of the people tlian in Lexi~igton. Tl~e  
clear and elaborate instructions of Rr so~ l  C'lurke, 
the frequent visits of Hancock and hdams, kept 
them questions constantly before the people; and 
tb whole subject was discussed, not merely in a 
declamatory nnd passionate way, but on its merits. 
So that when our fathers resorted to arms, they 
rallied, not as an ignorant nnd inhtuated mob, but 
' as a band of patriots k~iowing their rights, and 
resolved to defend them ; to resist by arms unjust 
oppression, yhe thr  they acted under the commmid 
of superior 06cersJ or on their own responsibility, 
always keeping in mind the oft-repeated, popular 
prohibition uot to commence a war : " Not to fire 
unbil they wore find upon." 
. We claim for Lexington no natural courage or 
pqtriotism beyond that possessed by the citizer~s of 
other towns. We know that tlle whole community 
was alive to the subject; and we hove no doubt 
thgt if t b  British had moved in hostile army in 
any other direction, or through any other town, 
they would have met with firm resistance. 

The peculiar relation wliich subsisted between 
Hancock and Lexington ~vas iuch that her citizens 
came to regard Hancock as a Lesington man. I t  
was here that his grandfather spent his days. It 
was here that his father was born; and it was in 
Lexington that lie spent his boyhood aitb his gnnd- 
father, his father having died and left him an orpllnn 
at the age of seveu years. There were other causes 
which attracted him to Lexington. Parson Clarke 
was a college acquaintance? and had married a 
cousin of his; and as Mr. Clnrke resided in tlie 
h o w  built by 11h grandfather and uncle, - the 
house where be harl spent years of his boyhood, - 
Haucock would naturally feel attnched to the place 
qnd tire people to him? Tliis attachment was sl~o\r?l 
on-,his part by the frequent visits to Lexington, 
and several presents made to the people; and on 
their p r t  by the cordinlity with wliich he was re- 
ceived, and the respect tliey were always rendy to 
manifest to the Prwident of the Provincial Con- 
gress, and chairman of the Committee of Snfety, 

1 Thu vcnernbk pld mansion, where Hancock. the elder. nod 
Clarke raided. making it n ministerial reaidenet for more than 

century, - the mrt of A h a s  and Hnnmck. nt the opening 
of the Revolution.-hna bren the mort of crowds of peopl, 
4 the attraction of the ylocc wm to inrrenre with y e w  

1 ex-o&io chiif magistrate of the province and 
c o m m d e r  of her military forces. N Q ~  only 
John Hancock, bat tLqt stern patriot Samuel 
Adams, who was in fact the o r g a k r  of the 
American Revolution,-the man who stood firm 
when other honest patriot3 hltered, - he too m a s  
a warm friend of Mr-Clarke, and a frequent vis- 
itor at his house. He, with his friend Hancock, 
h d  been singled out by the British ministry, aa 
victims to be arrested and sent to England for 
trial, that is, for execution. They were bvth stay- 
ing at Mr. Clarke's, not caring to trust thtkselves 
to the tender care of Governor Gage, who had ad- 
vised their arrest. They were both at Lexington 
on the 19th of Spril; and the people seemed to 
regrd their safety as a sort of sacred trust; and 
consequently they posted a guard around the houss 
on the night of the ltlth, in consequence of an 
apprellended attempt to seizeathem, and deliver 
them over to Governor Gage. 

All thess circumstances would naturally tend to 
awaken the feelings, warm tile patriotism, and all 
out the military spirit of the people. These causes 
and otliers had operated, some of them for years, 
to keep the citizens of Lexington alive to the in- 
terests of the colonies, and ready to make any 
sacrifice in the cause. In 17 7'2, when things seemed 
approaching n crisis, and indicntioris not to be mis- 
taken were visible that the oppressive policy of 
Britain rbs  to be enforced by military power, there 
was a pause, a faltering, even in Boston. John 
Aclnms lrad retired from the service of the people; 
Cushing, Philips, Church, axid others, who had been 
active before, hesitated, or declined to serve on the 
committee of correspondence. But tliere was one 
master spirit, ivlio, like all other truly great men, 
was sure to rise with the occasion. Samuel Adams 
stood firm qt his post. He saw in prospect the 
independence of the colonies, and conceived the 
plan of opening a correspondence with all the towns 
in the province; and though this measure was but 
feebly seconded in Boston, Adnms and others sent 
out n circular to the different t oms  to ascertain 
their feelings, and see how far the true patriots 
could be sustained in decisive measures of opposi- 
tion to the arbitrary acts of tlie royal governor. 
Lexington, in response to this circular, gnve this 
patriotic reply : ('We trust in God, that should 
the stnte of our flairs require it, we shall be ready 
to sacrifice our estates atid everything dear in life, 
yea, and life itself in support of the common 
cause." 



Such 8 pledge given in religious trnst tliree 
years before hostilities commenced, indicated n 
fixed, firm, inflexible reliance upon Providence; 
and a determination to make any sacrifice in the 
ause of freedom. Nor was this an empty boast. 
The find event showed that they were as good as 
their word. I11 1774 the Provincial C o n p s ,  in 
view of the threatened danger, recommended to the 
people throughout the province to organize them- 
-4ves into rompanies, elect their officers, and be 
ready for any emergency. This was the origin of 
the organization known as minute-men. Lexing- 
ton, which had given sucll an assurance of devotion 
to the cause of human rights, was ready to adopt 
this proposed military organization; and she ap- 

- pears to have been free from an incumbrance ex- 
isting in some of the neighboring towns, that of 
e x i s t i i  companies whose officers Irere commis- 
sioned by the royal governor; and who felt a kind 
of allegiance to the officers of the crown. Lex- 
ington felt no restraint of this sort. She was free 
to act, and looked only to the Provincial Congress 
for authority. Her company of minute-men in- 
cluded nearly every citizen, except the aged and 
infirm, who associated themselves as what was de- 
nominated the " alarm list." Tlie minute-men 
elected their officers agreeably to the recommen- 
dation of the Provincial Congress, so that Captain 
John Parker was the lawful commander of a rep-  
hrly organized company, clothed with power by 
the only government which tlie people recognized. 
No town, therefore, could hnve a military force 
more legal, more in conformity with the new order 
of things than Lexin&n; and no company Bad 
in its ranks men better i~istrncted in their duty as 
solhers and citizens, or men more devoted to the 
sacred cause of liberty. 

The town had pledged itself to the province, 
and i t  was not found wanting, at the threat of 
danger. After forming their military organization, 
they strove to make that organization efficient, so 
far as their limited mans  would allow. Tliey 
voted in open town-meeting, ;,''To supply a suitable 
qnantitj of hints," to bring two pieces of cannon 
from IVatertown and mount them," "to prnvide 
a pair of drnms for the u& of the military com- 
pany in town," "to provide bayonets at the tonn's 
cost for one third of the training soldiers," "to 
have the militia and alarm-list meet for a revieir 
of their armi, etc." "I'liey also voted to pay the 
'soldiers for the time *they spent in drilling and 
preparing for active service; and in order that 

tliese r o b  should not become a mere dead letter, 
committees were chosen to carry them into elfect; 
all of which showed that the people were in ear- 
nest, and expected that war would ensae. 

I t  is due to the patriots of Lexington and to 
our fathers generally, to correct an e m r  which 
has prevailed exteaively, that they took up arms 
rather than pay a threepenny tax upon tea. This . 
is a narrow view of the subject. They did object 
to taxation, because ther had no representation in 
parliament. But the clainl'of Great Britain ~ o s  

not limited to taxation. She claimed the right of 
legislating for us in " all cases wliaLsoever," -a  
riglit to deprive us of all our civil privilhges, such 
ns of trial by jury, of suffrage, of holding prop  
erty, -a doctrine by wliicl~ they could compel as 
to serve in her army and ~ v y ,  and to fight hcr 
battles in any part of the world; in a word, the 
right to make us saves. And, in fad, befon 
we took up arms, her parliament reduced some 
of these arbitrary principles to practice. The ad 
changing the cllarter of 3IassacI1uetts p m t i d y  
deprived 11s of trial by jury, and other domestic 
rights and immunities, whicll we all hold dear\ 
and it was the first bold step of exercising absolute 
control over tlie colonies. Tli!y had passed such 
laws, and had sent a governor, backed by military 
power, to enforce them. The resolution on their 
part I Y ~ S  taken, their purpose was fixed. Their 
laws, liowever oppressive or cruel, should be esb- 
cuter1 even at the poil~t of tlie bayonet. Nor wen? 
the colonies undecided. Old Mitldlesex had been 
in council, and from n full view of the subject her 
people sald: "Life and death, or what is more, 
freedom or slaverj, are in a peculiar sense, now ' 

before us ; and tlie choice and success under God 
depend greatly u h n  onrsel\~es." And-after assert- 
ing that tlie late acts of parliament are uncon- 
stitutional, and ought not to be obeyed, but re- 
sisted if need be unto death, they assert ('that 
lie call never'die too soon wlio bys down his life 
in support of the laws analiberties of his coun- 
try." 

'Such was the sentiment and resolution of the 
county, and Lexington was not a whit behind the 
foremost in patriotic self-devotion. And now when 
to all appearance tile crisis was at hand she had 
taken measures to meet it Iieroically. The b s ~  
was virtually made up, and nothing was wanting 
but a1 occasion to try the same. Gage had prac- 
tically mid that tlie late acts of parliament should 
be enforced, and the people said they should not. 
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Tha military starea deposited at  Concord turnished 
aa occasion to test the spirit of the people. 
The order of time and the successio~i of occur- 

rences bring us to an event of the most interesting, 
dklicate, and important clmracter,- to what the 
country, with great unanimity, has denominated 
the "Ba#le of Lexington." Wliile we annot  
claim that any batlk orjgAt, in the broadest sense 
of that term, occurred at a$ particular point on 
the 19th of April, 1775, &ce tlie battle, if such it 
be ded,  extended from &!&cord to Cliarlestown 
Neck, yet it becomes convfnient and highly aces-  
sary to give a local naw, to the &irrnGh of d p t  
eventful day. And to no l a c a h  could it @ given 
with as much propriety as .to Lexington. I t .  was 
here that the fmt encounter in arms occurred ; i t  
M hen that the first organized Lfiposition to the 
King's troops wq,,imade; it was here that the 
t r t  blood on eac* 'sills was s w ,  and here the 
first martyrs to liberty fell ; and it was in Lexing- 
ton that the 0rstli.Briti~h prison& rere made ; it 
was here thgt Percy met the fugitive forces of 
Smith, and qve;d them from perfect ruin ; and it 
was here that'the British soldiers iommenced their 
aystem of vandaIism, by firing the houses they had. 
plundered ; and it was from Zexiugton that the in- 
telligence vent bdlr  which broke the spell of neu: 
tmlity and called the mt%u lrrarms. And, besides, 
Lexington made greater sacrifices of men and prop 
erty than any-bown in the province on that occa- 
ion. To whit elace, #en, could' the bents of 

ths by * =r with as much propriety ,as i o  
Ikxingtou? hile (we would not detract fmm 
the honors claimed by mynother tom,  we-wijl nbt 
ignore the honors bestowed upon burs by the whole 
country, as being the ,birthplace ;of. American lib 
erty; and the praise 'bestowed upon ahr patriot 
fathen whose acts W e  contributed to make our 
town historic and our country id- ... 
Hancock and Adams were stopping with their 

friend Clarke, at Lexington, and from tlie position 
they occupied they would naturally be possessed of 
dl tlie facts known, and tlie rumon afloatjphtive 
to the designs of tlie British ; they a d  hnyp 
known that tlimts l i d  been throm'6nt by the 
ministry of having them arrested and sent to Eng- 
land for trial. They, of course,'kept thiir friends 
Clarke and Capbin Parker well infonnkd 'on all 
these subjects. There was, therefore, in Lexingtan, 
a perpetual watchfulness of the movements of the 
British. They knew that the few stores deposited 
at Concord had attracted Gage's attention; a id  

Hancock knew that Colonel Bartett, to whoae cna- 
tody they were committed, I d  been apprised of the 
danger, and had been d i d  to scatter nnd secrete 
them. With a knowledge of tliese facts the people 
of Lexington would have an eye to the safety of 
Haucock and Aclarns, and of tlie etores at Concord. 

There was, in fact, a general belief in the spring 
of 1775 that some hostile movement would be 
made by Gage? it was known tliat his troops mre  
desirous of action, and thak Gage himself was 
anxious to n m b  some demonstration before the 
arrival of Howe, Clinton, and Burgoy ne, who aere 
on their way $0 Won. ' to  supersede liim.' Every 
kiio~m fact and r&&&nable suspicion kept the 
patriots of Lesington,on the watch. On the 18th 
of April they saw* number of strangers on horse 
back pass up the mad t o h r d  Concord. This 
crated ?,suspicion that theypi6ht be British offi- 
cers sent on some liostile expedition. They had 
seen British officers mkipg excursions in tlie 
county somewliat frequently, but they always re- 
tuniecl tohrds  Boston as the day drew towards a 
close, but in this particular they passed up the 
road as the shades of evening were gathering round 
them. This circumqtance went far to convince 
them that these stnugen were British officers, bent 
on some hostile mission. lfetmwhile, Solomon 
" 8 r o ~ n  of Lexington, who had been to market at 
Boston, returned late in the afternoon and informed 
Cofonel,Nuuroe, then orderly sergeant of Captain 
Paeke& company, that he Irad seen nine British 
officers, dressed in blue great-coats, passing leis- 
urely'up the roads, sometimes before and some 
times behind him, armed, as he discovered by the 
occasional blowing aside of their great-coats. 
~ u n r o e ,  suspectiiig tlmt their design was to seize 
Hancock and Adams, immediately collected a 
guard of eiglit men, well armed and uluipped, and 
placed them, himself at their head, at tlie house of 
Nr:, Clarke, which wns nearly a quarter of a mile 
'from ,the main road lending to Concord. After 
some oonsultation, it was decided by the Lexington 
meh to send tlirde of their number, Sanderson, 
Brown, and hr ing ,  - towards Concord, to katcli 
the British officers, and endeavor to ascertain and 
give information of their movements. In  the borders 
of Lincoln, these men were taken prisoners by the 
British officers, who were paraded across tlie road. 

Soon after, Mr. Devens, a patriot of Charles- 
town, sent to Lexington intelligence that the B r i t  
ish in Boston were in motion, and were prepritlg 
to leave town on some secret expedition, and that 





- 
probably Cancod was the place of their destini- 
tion. In view of the fancied danger, Captain Par- 
t e r  despatched messengers calling the members of 
his company to meet forthwith at tlie Common. 

The evening passed in comprative quiet at Lex- 
ington. Hancock and Adams had retired for the 
night. A little past midnight a stranger arrived, 
post haste, at Mr. Clarke's house, which he found 
guarded bp S e r p n t  Nunroe and eiglit men ; and 
on requesting to be admitted to Mr. Clarke's house 
lie was told that tlxe family had just retired, and 
requested that they miglit not be disturbed by any 
noise about the house. "Noise ! " exclailned Re- 
vere, "you will have noise enough before long! 
The regulars are coming out ! " He was then 
permitted to pass. On liis knocking at tlie door, 
Mr. Clarke opened a window and inquired who was 
there. Revere, without answering the question, 
said he wished to see Nr. Hancock. Mr. Clarke, 
ever deliberate and aatcbful, was intimating that 
he did not like to admit strangers to his houx at 
that time of night, \vitlxout knowing who tliey 
were and the character of their business, when Han- 
cock, mlio had retired to rest but not to sleep, 
recognizi~~g Bevere's voice, cried out, "Come in, 
Revere, we are not afrnid of you ! " Shortly after, 
Dawes, who came out through Roxburv, arrived, 
bringing tlie same intellige~lce, that a large num- 
ber of British troops had left Boston, and it was 
suspected that thej were destined to Concord to 
destroy the military stores there. 

After refreshing themselves at Lexington, Re- 
vere and Dawes, not knowing the fate of the three 
me11 who had been sent up the road from Lexi~ig- 
ton, set off for Concord to alarm the people. Soon 
after they were overtaken by a youag geiitleman 
of Concord, who had been spending tlie evening in 
Lexington in no hostile array, with a special female 
friend Being an ardent patriot, he entered heart- 
ily into their desigu, n ~ ~ d  proceeded with them, 
alarming the people on the road. Before mching 
Concord they were suddenly met by r party of 
Britisli officers, armed and mounted, who immedi- 
ately surrounded and captured Revere, wlio was in 
advance of his companions. The young man from 
Concord, being n little in t l ~  reiir and mounted on 
a spirited horse, eluded t l ~ m  by leaping a stone 
wall, mode his escape, and amved mfelr in Con- 
cord, where he gave the alarm. The same officers 
had already taken tlie tliree men from Lexington, 
and had them in custody. These yriso~~ers were 
nll subjected to n rigid esami~lation. Preseutit~g 
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their pistols, the ofacera threatened to blow out 
the brains of the captives if they did not give tm 
answers to their questions. They interrogated the 
Lexington men dat ive to Hancocli and Adams, 
axid inquired where tliey could be found. They 
questioned Revere, who at first gave them rather 
evasive answers, but finding himself in their keep- 
ing, and seeing no way of escape, said to them, 
firmly, "Gentlemen, you have missed your aim ! " 
One of the officers said, " What aim?'' Reven 
replied, "I came out from Boston one hour after 
your troops left, and if I had not known that mes- 
sengers had been sent out to give idormation to 
the country, ~nrl must have had time enough to 
carry it fifty miles, I would have ventured one shot 
from you before I would have suffered you to stop 
me." startled at this, they pushed their inquiries 
further, when, on hearing the sound of a distant 
bell, one of the Lesington prisouers said to them, 
"The bell is riunin the town is alarmed, and yon 
are all dead mo;! " Tlxex dcclantions frightened 
the British officers, who, after a brief consultation 
aside, started on their return towards Lexington. 
They kept possessiou of their prisoiiers till they 
came within about a hundred rods of the meeting- 
house, when, taking Revere's liorse from him, and 
cutting the girths of the saddles and the bridh of 
the otlier prisoners, the officers left them, and rode 
off at full speed toward Boston. TI& was about 
three o'clock on the morning of the 19th. 

While these tlii~igs were occurring on the mad 
towards Concord, the alarm was spread rapidly 
throughout Lesington, and the minute-men were 
assembling on tlie Common. At two o'clock on 
the morning of tlie 19th C'aptaiu Parker caused the 
roll of his company to be called, a~id  ordered every 
man to load liis gun witli powder and ball, so as 
to be ready for any emergency ; and gave the well- 
known and well-concerted order, " Kot to fire un- 
less they were fired upon! " After remnining 
some time upon parade, and no certain i~itelligence 
being received of tlie approach of tlxe regulars, as 
the king's troops were genenll! at tliat time called, 
nnd tlie evening being cool, tlxe company was dis- 
missed, with orders to zsselllble again at the beat 
of the drum, the ringiiig of the bell, and tlie firing 
of tlie alarm guns. Some, who resided in the 
neighborhood, repaired to tlieir own homes, but a 
greater p r t ,  lxrliaps, went to Buckman's tavern, 
near tlie place of parade. 

In order to comprehend fully tlie events in Lex- 
ington wliicL we have partially narrated, and to 
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andentand the eventa of which we must speak to 
nuke our history perfect, it must be known that 
Revere and Dawes, of whom we have spoken, were 
sent out by thnt viglant pntriot, Dr. Warren, the 
one by way of Chadestown and the other by way 
of Boxbury ; that Gage had detailed eight hun- 
dred men, under the command of Colonel Smith, 
to march llastily upon Concord to destroy the mili- 
tary stores collected tliere ; that this corps left Bos- 
ton about ten o'clock on the evening of tlie 18th of 
April; and, moreover, that Gnge and Smith at the 
time deemed the movement a perfect secret, not 
knowing that messengers had already passed out 
from Boston to give the alarm, and that the lan- 
tern from Christ Church was h h i n g  intelligence 
of the movement with tlie rapidity of liglit; and 
thnt they supposed the officers, who had dined at 
Cambridge, would intercept all travel upon the 
road, so as to prevent any spread of intelligence at 
Concord of the approach of this expedition. But 
Smith Imd not marclied far before tile ringiug of 
the church bells and tlie firing of alarm gulls con- 
vinced 11im tlut their design was known, and that 
he felt the danger, and sent back for a reinforce- 
ment, wluch brougl~t Percy to I~xington and saved 
Smith's force from utter destruction; and Smith 
ip the mean time despatched Pitcairn, with the light 
troops, to move as rapidly as plxctimble to Concord 
and take possejsiou of the bridges. These well- 
establisl~ed facts are deemed necessary to a full 
u u d e ~ t a ~ ~ d i ~ i g  of w11at transpired in Lexington; 
and are mentioned here thus briefly, so as not to 
anticipate what properly belongs to tlie history of 

,the county, or of otlier towns. 
We have already stated that Parker liad allowed 

his company a recess, as they had learned notliing 
with certainty of the approncl~ of tlie regulars. I t  
was subsequently learned that the messengers sent 
to ascertain tlie ~noveme~its of the British were 
captured and held ill custody, for the very. 
of rendering their movement a secret. Their course 
wns to send two or more of their men ahead, and, 
if they discovered tlie npproach of any jnrson to 
secrete tl~emselves, nad permit him to pass, and 
then turn upon liim and make him a prisoner. 
The lnst messenger seut from Lexington was Tllad- 
deus Bowmnn, ~r-110 was riding down the road 
mpidly, when about n mile and a half from the 
Common, liis horse became suddenly frightened, 
stopped, and refused to go forward. I n  n moment 
he discovered tlie cause. The light of the morn- 
ing n p p r i ~ ~ g  in some degree, he perceireil just 

ahead, sitting on opposite sides of the way, t m  
British soldiers; and while 11e was attempting to 
urge hie horse forward, not suspecting tbeir plan 
to entrap him, he canght a glimpse of the British 
troops, then about thirty rods off. He instantly 
turned his horse, a d  rode with all possible speed' 
to the meeting-house, and gave Captain Parker 
the first certnin knowledge of the approach of 
the king's troops. There wns no longer a doubt 
thnt the British were near at hand. I t  was now 
about half past four in the morning. Captain 
Parker immediately ordered the alarm guns to be 
fired, the bell to be rung, and the dmmd to beat 
to arms. Sergeant William Nunroe was d i d  
to form tlie company, which he did with all pw- 
sible despatch, a few rods ~rorth of the meeting- 
house, which stood nenr where the present hay 
scales now stand. About fifty of the militia Id 
formed, or rntlier we@ forming, while there wen 
some thirty spectators near by, a few of whom I d  
arms. Bnt wlut was to be done? Wlmt could 
this little devoted band do in the face of what 
they then believed to be twelve or fifteeu l~undred 
veteran troops ? To attack them would, in a mili- 
tary point of view, be the height of folly, and con- 
trary to the moral resolve of the province, nbt 
to commence any act of war; and to stand their 
ground in case they were attacked by auch over- 
nl~elming numbers would be exposing themselves 
to certain destruction without any justihble mo- 
tive. Captain Parker and his men t~ot  o111y knew 
tlieir danger, but they knew the great responsibility 
which rested upon them. Tliey stood their ground, 
not merely as soldiers, but as citizens, nay, almost 
as statesmen, having the destiny of the country in 
their hands. 

But this was not the time or the place to de- 
liberate. Tl~ep must act, and that speed~ly, from 
principles imbibed and resdves taken before tint 
trying morning. Knowing his duty as a soldier, 
and feelins tlie full weiglit of his respoilsibility as 
a citizeu, Captni Parker gave strict orden that 110 
man leave his post until he was ordered, and he 
gave the aellsoncetted command, "not to 0re 
until they were fired upon." 

At a short distance from the parade ground, 
Major Pitcairn, alio, with his light troops, was a 
little in advance of Smith, halted his men, and 
ordered them to fix their flints, ar~d see that their 
guns were properly loaded and primed, and so fitted 
for action. Tl~e Britisl~ then rushed forward with 
o sliout, led on b j  Major Pitcairn, who exclaimed, 
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D i ,  , -  ye -rebels ; lay down yoa sms and dis- 
perJelJ' The Americans stood firm; when he 
repeated his exclamation with an oath, rushed for- 
ward, discharged his pistol, and commanded his 
mm to fire, A few guns were d k w ,  but as 
no execution vas done, the AmeIkans supposing 
that blank cartridgw only were fired, remained 
unmoved, but did not return the fire. The com- 
mand was repeated by P i h i m ,  d 3 general dis- 
charge from the front rank followed, deshnating the 
-4merican line. The Americans, seeing that some 
of their -number A r e  killed and otbars'ivounded, 
hesitated no longer as to their right to mist, and 
several of them immediately returned the fire of the 
British. Jonas Parker, John Mmme, Ebenezer 
Nunroe, Jr., and some others retarmd the fire be- 
fore leaving the line. Captain Plrter, seeing sev- 
eral of his men fall, and tlie British msliing upon 
the little band from both sides of tbe meeting-house, 
as if to surround them, ode& his men to disperse. 
They did sa ; but as the British continued firing, 
severrrl 'of the Americans returned the fire when 
leaving and after lwving the field. The firing on 
the part of the. Americans, and Plao on tlie part 
of the British, after the first two m n d s ,  was scab 
tering and irregular. As Major Pitcairn led the 
van, the responsibility of the first attack rests 
solely upon him. From the best informrrtion that 
can be obtained, it is not prohble that Colonel 
Smith was upon the ground until after or about the 
moment of the fatal volley. Most of the accounts, 
and especially those of the British, which are the 
best authority on the question as to  who was then 
in  oqmrnand, ascribe it to Pitcairn, who, I believe, 
never attempted to shun the responsibilitj.1 

The depositions taken in 1775, a few days after 
the events transpired, and subsequently, have pre- 
.served many interesting facts, relative to the firm- 
ness and gallantry of i n d i v i d h  on that occasion. 

1 Th W n g  extract from Lieutmunt-Colonel Smith'r n- 
prt  to Oeavrl Gage unclosively rhowr ttnt Smith was not with 
the 'lmop r lm began the Iting. 

Bwros, April 22, 1775. 
"I think i t  proper to o k ,  that when 1,h.d got wme miles 

on the nurch from kkton.  I *hd six light infantry com- 
p n i a  b march w i h  dl expedition to the two bridges on 
d i d m a t  radr beyond Concord. Oa tbue companies' atrival at 
I a r i q t o n .  I u d e n t l n d  from the report of BInjor Pitcairn, who 
w u  with them. and from many d8em, that they found on a 
grsco ebre to the mad r body of the eonntq p p l e  dnwn np in 
mir~tary onier, with urn, and .m#trrmntr, and, aa appeared 
&a, lodcd: and that they bad p t c d  nomemen in a dwelling 
d d u g  h Our tmop ulv+ t o n a d  them, without 
any inte&m of i q e , n ~  &em, fnr tkr  tbp. to inqnirr the muon 

Jedediah himroe was w o d e d  in the morning; 
but nothing daunted by the daoger he lled encoun- 
tered and the wound he had received, instead of 
quitting the field, when his wound was dressed, Ile 
momted his liork, nild rode to a neighboring town 
giving the alarm, and mlljing the citizens; and 
when Parker's company n;ent forward to meet the 
British returning from Concord, hlunroe joined t l ~  
company and IFM killed in the afternoon. On the 
first fire of the British in the morning, John Mun- 
roe, seeing no one fall, said coolly to his namesake, 
Ebenezer hlunroe, Jr., that they had fired nothing 
but powder. On the second discharge E b e ~ ~ z e i  
replied, "They hare fired something besides powder 
this time; for I am wounded ih tlie arm." He 
then discharged his gun at tlie British, receiving two 
balls in retpm, one of \rhich grazed his cheek, 
tbe'othei passed between his arm and his body, 
leaving its mark in his garment. John Nunroe, 
after firing in the line, loaded his gun with two 
balls, and ou leaving the Common discliarged i t  a t  
his pursuers; the strength of the charge caqhg 
away eight or ten inches of tlie muzzle of his 'gun ; 
the gun has been preserved, and mag be seeri'kitl~ 
the relics in our Library Hall. TTiliiam Tidd, Cap 
tain Parker's lieutenant, when retreating froin' the 
Common, was pursued by an officer on hors&ack, 
supposed to be Pitcairn, up tlie Bedford road, with 
repeated crie$ : " Stop, or you are a d a d  man FJ' 
Tidd turned from the road into tlie lot, where he 
made a stand, and discharged his gun at his put- 
suer, who in turn souglit safety in flight.' John 
Tidd remained upon the field so long that, as he 
was leaving the Common, a British officer on home 
back rushed upon him, and struck him down nith 
his cutlass ; and while lie .remained insensible from 

1 the effect of the blow upon the head, they despoiled 
I him of his arms, taking away his gun, cartridge- 

I 
box and powder-horn. 

df their k i n g  thns membled. ud, if not ratbfactory, to h 
'keurcd their amlo; bnt they in coufusion went off. prineiplly 
to the lefti only one of them fircd btforc he Kent off, and t h m  
or four more jumped over a wall and fired from behind i t  among 
the wldien; on which the troop rcturned it aud killed r c r d  
of them. The? likewir fi~d on the wldien lmrn the meeting 
m d  dwelling honse. We had one man wounded and Ifajor Pit- 
dm's hone shot in two places." 

, Upon this report, and the statement of 3Injor Pitnirn. who 
alwaya aswrted that the Americans fired first, the letter of 
Genernl Gage to Governor Tmmbull. in which is OJI account 
of the action of ,the 19th of April, ir based. Stedmm -re- 
pcatr, nith conaidemble. detail, thir distinct charge, in whicb 
he h u  b- followed. by a loug line of ruccesrom. See VoL I. 
p. ~ ~ O . - E D .  
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Battle .I In lnmn.  
mtnl dgus is tho Medog-Rouse, the right hand the Belfry, the Iett h o d  tb B&mm Tanr]  

J o ~ h u s  Simonds, with three others, on t.he a p  
proach of the British, had p i l e  into the church 
where their ammunition was kept, to obtain a sup- 
ply of powder. They lmd succeeded in getting two 
quarter-casks from the upper loft into the gllery, 
when the Britisli reached the meeting-llouse. Tiyo 
of them, Caleb Harrington and Joseph Comee, re- 
solved at every hazard to escape from the house, 
and join the company. Harrington was killed in 
the attempt at  t l~e  west end of the meeting-house. 
Comee, finding himself cut off from the company, 
ran uiider a shower of halls, one of which struck 
Iim in the arm, to tlie JIunroe l~ouse, (now occ~l- 
pied by the widow of the late John Hudson; a~ld 
passing through the house, escaped . ut the back 
door. When this lrouse was relnired some years 
ago, tiley found several bullets lod.md in the tim- 
bers, being those fired at Carnee. Tl~e  tl~ird se. 
creted himself in the opposite gallery, while Simonds 
loaded aid cocked his gua, and lying down, placed 
the muzzle upon the open cask of poadcr, deter- 
mined to blow up the British, if they should enter 

'' History, Roman history," said Evt-11.:: 
address delivered in Lexington, " does IIO: 

an example of bravery that outsl~ines t11:lt I 

Parker. A truer heart did not hlcetl ; . 

mopylte. He m a  ~~ex tdoor  neigl~l)ol. 
Clarke, and had evidently imbibed a t l o ~ ; ;  

tion of his lofty spirit. Parker was otivl~ ; 
say that, be the consequences wliat tire!. 11ii:. 

let othem do what tlley miglit, Ile woultl !, 

from the enemy. He wns as good as Ilis . 
better. Having loaded his musket, Ilc 
Imt, contniniag 11is ammunition, on tllc g!.. 
tween his feet, in reodir~ess for the seco:ul 
At the second fire from the enemy he was 1.. a 

and suuk upon his knees, and in this collti 1: 
I charged Itis gun. While loading it ay,.;ii 

his knees, and striving in tlie agonies oi t :  

-redeem his pledge, he waa ruslled up11 :ul 
fixed by a bayonet., and tllus died on the $ i t  
he first stood and fell." In  dditioe i. 
Parker, whose. dertli was thus remark;ii~i, 
JIuzzg, Robert JIunroe,and J o n a t l ~ i ~ ~  Ii; . .  

the gallery, choosing to destroy his onn life rather were killed on or 11e3r tlre Common, ~vl~orc I ' 

than fall into their buds. 1 p l y  were pandd.  Bobert Munroc, I\ i,. 
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ncribtx to the la& oppression of Great Britain, 
]lad on a former occasjo~~ prilled liis life ill her 
defence, having senled in the Freuch TVm, and 
been sta~idnnl-krer at the capture of Louisburg. 
HamngtonJs was a cruel fate. He fell in front of 
his o m  house, on the north of the Co~nmon. His 
wife at the wiudow saw l~im fall, and then start up, 
the blood gushing from his breast. I-Ie stretched 
out lris hands towards her, as if for assistance, and 
then fell again. Rising once more up11 his hands 
and knees, he crawled towards his rlselling. Slle 
ran to meet him at thsdoor, but it was to see him 
expire. Samuel Hadlcy and John Brown were 
killed after they left the Commo~~, and Caleb Har- 
ringtou in attempting to e.xape from the meeting- 
hou*. Asahel Porter of Woburn was trot under 
arms. He had been captured on the road by the 
British that morning on their approacli to Lexing- 
ton, and in attempting to make Ilia escape, about 
the time the firing commenced, was shot down a 
few rods from the Common. 

Tlie Lexington men killed on or near the Com- 
mon in the morning, were Ensign Robert Nunroe, 
Jo~ la s  Parker, Samuel Hadley, Jouatl~an Harring- 
ton, Jr., Isaac JCuzzy, Kathaniel Wyman, Caleb 
Hamngton, and John Brown, -eight in number ; 
and the wounded were Ebenezer lfunroe, Jr., 
John  Tidd, John bbbins,  Solom011 Pierce, Joseph 
Carnee, Thomas Winship, Pu'atlurniel Farmer, Jede- 
&ah Nunroe, and a colored man called Prince. 
Francis Bronn. was wounded ill the nfternoon, and 
Jedediah Nunroe was sounded in the morning and 
killed in the afternoon. Jolai Raymond was killed 
in the afternoon. Here is a heavy loss ! The num- 
ber of ten killed and ten wounded of the Lexing- 
ton men is a larger proportion tllan the loss in the 
most deadly battles recorded in history. In the 
famous battles of Napoleon, where the enemy were 
defeated, overwhelmed, and destroyed, twelve or 
fifteen per cent would cover t l~i i r  loss. In this 
case, if we sl~ould allow t l~a t  Lexington had a 
hu~~dred  men in the field tliat day, which is a high 
ejtimate, her loss would be twenty per cent. 

After the British hrddriven the Americans from 
the place of parade, and pursued them as far as 
they deemed expedient, they drew up on the Cam- 
mon and gave three cheers as n token of rejoicing 
at their supposed success. They then commcnced 
their marcli to Concord, to which the intelligenpe 
of their killing some half u dozen men at Lexing- 
ton had preceded them, as appears from the depp . 
sitions of John Hoar and eleven others of Lincoln, 
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and Captain Nathan Bnmtt  and airteen 0 t h  of 
Concord, wl~o testified tliat they had assembled 
near the meeting-house in Co~~corcl, ill consequence 
of the approach of tlie Britisl~, who, they learned, 
had fired upon the citizens of Lexington and killed 
six of their men. 

Expresses were sent forth in eveg direction, and 
considering the state of tlie roads at that day, it 
is remarkable that i~rtelligence of tlie attack upon 
tlie militia at Lexington could hare reached dis- 
tant places in so short a time. Tlie intelligence 
reaclied Ke~vburyport at 12 AX. on the 19th, and 
Portsmoutlr, N. H., early on the 20th'; Worcester 
before noon oil the 19th; JSewpr4, B. I., on the 
20th; FairfieM, Conn., at 8 A. u. on @e e2d ; 
New York, a t  1'2 x. on the 23d; Philadelphia, at 
12 u. on the 26th ; Baltimore, at 10  A.-N. i n  the 
27t11, and so on. Every town ~ritliin ten or fifteen 
miles of Lexington must have lud the intelliguaa 
of the slaughter at Lexington before nine o'clock 
that dny. The military operations iu Lexington 
in the morning being in almost eve y respect dif- 
ferent from what occurred in the afternoon, we w i l l  
embrace the iriterval between them, when Smith 
is absent a t  Concord, to state some incidents which 

.occurred in Lexington, and to review the scenes 
of the morning. 

After the Britisli left Lexington in the morning, 
several of their soldiers q.110 had strajed from the 
main body, and probably had entered some of the 
liouses in search of refreshments (for in the thel; 
existing state of things, every house near the Qm- 
mon n-as open and in a state of confusion'), weq 
captured and delivered over to James Reed of Bur- 
lington, who, iu his deposition, admits tliat five or 
six were entrusted ta-his a r e  in the morni~~g, and 
a larger number in the after~roon. These prisonen 
were sent the next morning to Cl~elmsford for safe 
keeping. Another prisoner, \rho from fatigue qr. 
other cause, was found resting by the ny-aide,near 
tlie Viles Tavern in Lexiilgton, n-as talien soon 
after the main body h d  passed. His gun be- 
lieved to be the one given to Captain Parker, and 
by his grandson, the hte  Theodore Parker, pre- 
seoted to the Commonwealth, and is now in the 
senate chamber at the state house at Boston, 
among the relics of the Re;~olution, kept as me- 
morials of the patriotism aiid valor of our fathers, 
-an example well ~o r t l l p  of imitation. 

Tlie men of Lexington llnd declared, two yean 
before, thiir trust in God to prepare them to mcri- . 
fice property and life in tlre cause of the conntv ; 
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and they felt themselves m d p  to meet the exi- 
m y ;  nnd their. conduct on that eventful dny 
was such as to redeem the pledge then given. 
! b y  had misted British tjnnny, and prudently 
refrained from the premature act of commeticing 
hostilities, by f i r i~~g before the? were fired upon. 

But for this prudent obwrvance of the voice of 
the public, they liave been accused of cowardice, 
of not returning the fire at all f But as all the 
facts connected with the events of the day go to 
show that tlre fire was returned, thnt some half- 
dozen participnuts have testified that they did re- 
tam the fiv, that Parson Clarke, Dr. Warren, 
Hancock, and Gordon, at that day, testified to 
the fact, and that it was asserted by Smith and 
Oage, and has had the sanction of Everett, Ban- 
croft, and Frothingl~am, and in fact has gone into 
history on both continents, we deem tlie mere asser- 
tion of jealous interested individuals, made half 
a century after the event, and totall? unsustained 
by any proof, unworthy of any labored refutation. 
But then i t  has been said that if individuals did 
BR, they did it without orders. Such an assertion 
only shows that the privates in Captain Parker's 
company knew their duty - knew what the public 
q u i r e d  and what the orders of their captain im- 
plied; and like skirmishers in the discharge of their 
duty, and sentinels on their post, they were sensi- 
ble that they were required to act on general princi- 
ples, and not wait for a superior to come and give 
the order to fire. 
.On the other hand, it has been said that i t  was 

rashness in Parker to parade llis handful of men 
in the h of such a superior force. What could 
he expect to accomplish? Parker knew his duty. 
He was sensible that the demand of the patriots 
throughout the province was to assume an exemp 
tion from the requirements of tile late acts of par- 
liament; and to ~nnke this manifest whenever and 
wherever rm opportunity presented itself. Here 
was an opportunity, arid though attended with 
great danger, he knew that disintemted patriotism 
required the hazard. But to depreciate tlie impor- 
tance of the acts of Lexington on that trying mom- 
ing, it has been often repeated that the resistance, 
whatever it may have been, was not " opnizedJJ 
resistance. Nothing can be farther from the fact. 
To say nothing of the public voice, the mom1 organi- 
cation, aliicl~ was understood and realized in Lex- 
ington as fully nnd as sensibly as in any other town, 
every movement, and even each preparatory step 
had the clawtion of the only authority which the 

people at the time acknowledged. Parker's corn- 
pany was recruited and organized in conformity 
with tlie requirements of t l~e  ~roiincial Con-; 
and Parker way legally cltosen their commander. 
The troops were duly pndecl, and that with the 
knowledge and under the eye of John Hnncock, 
who, as chairman of the Committee of Snfety, was 
comrna~ider-in-chief of all the military force of the 
province. He wns near by, and knew what mu 
going on; and he was anxious to go upor1 the Com- 
mon and tnke command of the minute-men, but 
reluctantly yielded to the remonstrance of A&ms 
and Clarke. Surely here was organization more 
perfect than anytning which occurred on that day. 
&ides, there were some halfdozen prisoners taken 
that morning, and delivered over to Mr. Reed, who 
were kept as prisoners of war. Hem was military, 
pl~jsicnl, organized resishnce; and the prisoners 
were the first taken in tile Revolution. 

When Smith was on his retreat from Concord 
a~id  was severely pressed in passing the woody 
defiles in Lincoln, Captain Parker, who had wl- 
lected his company, met him; and, taking a posi- 
tion in tlie ope11 field to avenge the outrage of the 
morning, poured n full volley into his flying ranks; 
and from that time hung upon his flank, giving 
him great annoyance. As Smitli approached tlp 
line of Lexington, his retreat was little less than a 
rabble rout. To save himself from disgrace, he 
threw a detachment of his men upon a rocky bid 
which almost overl~ung the road near the old Qiles 
Tavern, to hold hie pursuers in check till he could 
arrest the flight of his men on wlmt is known as 
Fiske Hill. Taking advantage of the woods a d  
a narrow defile, he brougllt the frolit of his fugitivd 
to a stand, and attempted to form a line, whem he 
could, temprnrily at least, hold the provincials in 
check. But before his line was fully formed,his mir, 
stationed on tile bluff, was driven in upon his half- 
formed column, creating great confusiou. In  the 
meantimeaconsiderable number of the provincials, 
avoiding the troops on tlie bluff, I d  through 
the woods, and secreted themselves behind a lot of 
split rails near the road uvhere Smitl~ was attempt- 
ing to form his men ; and when his rear was driven 
in, and the Americans were gathering around him 
and picking off his men, the Americans, from their 
hiding-place behind the mils, poured a well-directed 
enfilading fire into his ranks, creating perfect eon- 
fusion and dismay. Here Smitli was severely 
wounded, and Pitcairn was also wottnded and 
thrown from his horse, which, in his sndderr flight, 



bounded from the road and with all his tnppinp  
became an easy prey to tlie pursuers. Tlie horse 
and the accoutrements were sent to Coiiconl, wliere 
they were sold at aoction. Captain Satha11 Ih~r- 
rctt purchasql the l~olsters mid pistols ~lmrked 
with Pitcairu's name, aad offered them to 'Gelierill 
11-ashington, rho  declihecl them. They wen! ;;fter- 
wards presented to' G;el~er;ll Yutnam, wlio curried 
them through the remainder of his active service 
in the war. They wen: loiig in the lmssession of 
his family, but have nke~itly bee11 prcseiitetl to 
Le$ngton by Mrs. Elizabeth Putlia~n of Om- 
bridge, N. Y. 

Another incident occurred at Fiske Hill worthy 

of note. The gnllantry of tlie -4cton men on that 
day is proverbial. Tliey were the first to attack 
at Co;icord,'alrd arnong tlie last to give over the 
pursuit. Jnnles I-leywoocl, one of her brave sons, 
r jowig rial1 of twenty-two Fars, being one of the 
forenlost i r  prr~ssiiig ulwn the enemy, at the east- 
erly foot of FiAe Ilill came in contact with a . 
British soldier, ~vlio had s top ld  to slake'liis thirst 
at a ~vell. The Briton presei~ted liis musket a id  
said defiantly, " You are a dead'ninii ! " " And so 
are you ! " retorted jou~ig IIe!wooil. Both find 
and both fi~ll, the Briton dad ,  slid ZIeywood mor- 
tally \voui~ded. 

After the a&ir at Fislie Iiill where Smith u h  

wounded, lie made no further attempt to check his 
pursuers, but gave himself up to iliglorio~~s itiglit. 
By their own confessioii, "they were driven .like 
sheep" th roa~h  Lesington village, ~vl~ere in tlie 
morning they lind sl~oan sucli a proud step .a~id 
bmzcn frout; and \vlien they met their reinforce- 
ment, their onn historim, who \\.as prese~rt, says, 
"they threw tlle~nselves upon the ~rooncl with 
their tongues running out of their moi~tlls like 
(1- nftet a chaML" Tlie long-expctd reillfarce- 

ment )net Sniitli's fugitive troops about tw~'o'c1ock 
011 the plain about three fourtlis of a mile below 
I,esin$on (:oinn~o~l. It consistecl of cleve;~ bun- 
drcd niell, an(\ two pieccu of artillcr.v, under the 
comniilnd of 1,0111 l'ercy. Tliis p v e  Smith an 
opportl~nity to Irrlt, a~lcl pivc? his wcrrry troop a 
qliort time to rest and seek rrfreshmeiit ; \vhic11 
they improv~l h! eiiteri~ig illto the houses on the 
plain, and dem;lndirg food, which was m d i l ~  given 
them. llut after the! hat1 ohtnired all t.lre house 
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d o r d k ,  they &ntonly commenced a system of 
pillage and plunder, and in several capes set fire 
to the house they had plundered. The officers 
with Percy resorted to Mu~\roe's tavern just be- 
low. The occupants of the house left the place 
in affright, leaving only John Raymoud, a11 aged 
man, who was at the time one of tlie family. Tlie 
intruders ordered him to supply tlie~n wit11 all the 
good thinga the hou* afforded, \vliich he readily 
did. But after they liad imbibed too freely, they be- 
came noisy and so alarmed Raymond tllat he sougl~t 
to escape from the house; but was brutally fired 
upon and killed in 111s attempt to flee from danger. 

While the troops were resting here, tlie field- 
pieces were put in recluisitioa; nlid wlierever auy 
gathering of hmericali~ was discovered, they were 
ssluted by a cannon-ball. Olie g ~ u i  posted on a 
mound then existing where the present high-scl~ool 
hoqe now stands threw several shots illto the vil- 
lage, one of which eutered the meeting-house, passed 
out pf the pulpit wi~idom, and lodged in the north- 
e m  part of the Common. The large reinforcement 
with their artillery kept the provincials at bay 
while they remained at Lexingtou. In tlie mean 
time General Heath came over from Watertown, 
and took the command of tlie provincials, and in 
a manner directed their movemeuts during tlie 
remainder of the day; Geneml Warren accom- 
panied him. After resting here about nu hour 
and r quarter, Percy, as co~nma~dilig officer, com- 
menad his retreat. Tlie surrounding hilh for the 
first two or three miles protected liis flanks, and 
his cannon guarded his rear. Tlie provincial troops 
, kept up their pursuit, aud when lie arrived at 

Arlington, he wau met by the military which had 
gathered from the t oms  below, who readily escorted 
him, to his great annoyance mid msrtificatiou, to 
Chsrlestowu. 

We have seen that the capture of Hn~~cock and 
Adams, who were kuown to be at Clarke's, was 
probably one of the objects of the expedition. 
When Revere and the Lexington men who had 
bean taken prisoners by the British officers were 
hi,&, Hallcock and Adams were a p p r i d  of 
theu danger, and they left Y r. Clarke's l~ouse. Be- 
ing desirous of witnessing wlutever might occur, 
they repaired to tlie rising ground in front of blr. 
Clarke's, then covered with a thick growth of 
wood, where they could overlook tlie Common, 
and feel themselves secure. They remained tliere 
till the Britisli left for Concord. It wns here that 
tbe patriotic Adam, foreseeing the result of the 

British oppressio~~, when 1% heard the report of 
their fatal volley, exclaimed, "What a glorions 
morni~rg for America is this ! " Far-seeing patriot, 
thy vision has been mliaed with exultation! 
After the British left for Concord, Hancock and 
Ahms were conducted first to Burlington and then 
to Chelmsford. 

Lexingto~i's patriotic leal did not expire wit11 
the 19th of April. During t l~e biege of BostDu 
she fumidled men, wood, and ather supl~lies for 
the army. On tlie 6th of Blay, Captain Parker 
with a detail of forty-five men repaired to the 
lieadquarters of tlie anny at Cambridge, and re- 
mained several days guarding tlie lilies. And on 
tlie memorable 17th of Jtuie of that year, the gal- 
Iaiit Parker with sirty-one of l i i  comlmny reported 
for duty at Cambridge; but they were deprived 
of the lio~ior of participtiug iu the struggle on 
Bunker Hill, hy being kept at Cambridge, from 
an apprehensiou that tlie British ]night cross tK 
river and attack tlie A~nerica~is while so many of 
our troop were engaged at Charlestown. Lexing-. 
ton also furnislied her iuota in the differei~t a m -  
paigus at New York, Ticonderoga, Wliite Plains, 
the Jerseys, Bennington, Providence, and other 
places, on the sliortest notice; and in the Co~iti- 
liental army of the Revolutiou slie had over one 
hundred Inen who enlisted for three years or during 
tlie war. And Inore recently, in the late Rebellion, 
she furnished, iucluding re-enlistments, two huu- 
dred and forty-four men, which was something 
more than her quota She also sustained lier sol; 
diem liberally, expe~iding $27,000 in the late war. 
Nearly 532,000 of this sum was furnished by ale 
ladies, who provided clothing and hoepital supplies 
for the gallant men who were exposing their lives 
for their country. 

But Lexington I I ~ J  a civil, as well as a military, 
history. Her population, for reasons alrendy stated, 
11as riot advanced rapidly, but her growth has been 
gradual and liealtlly, her population at this time 
beingi?,510. But by itidustry lierwealtl~ Im in- 
creased more rapidly than her population. Withill 
the last twenty years her valuation has ariseq from 
51,815,799 to $2,979,711, a goin of sixty-four 
per cent in twenty yenrs. Lexingtou has not been 
behind her sister towns in proridiug for the edu- 
cation of her children. As soon as she was clothed 
with corporate powers, she erected a school-house 
in the centre of tlie town, and provided for what 
was known at that day as "a moving school," 
which was kept alternately in different parts of tile 
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town. After the close of the Revolution, in 1795, 
three new school-houses were erected, and 8.333 
were! appropriated to sustain tlie schools. Tliougl~ 
this sum may appear insigiificant, when \te reflect 
upon the low rate of wages at tllat day, and the 
fact that the fuel was given, and the board of the 
teacher was gratuitous, we see that this sum would 
sustain a scliool much longer at  that day than at 
this. The sum here mentioned has been increased 
from time to time. In 1819 the torn appropriated 
$900, in 1830 $1,000, in 1837 $1,400, in 1850 
$%,400, in 1860 83,400, in 1870 S6,000, in 
1875, $10,000; amounting to 321.72 to each 
scholar in town between the ages of five and fif- 
teen; and making Lexington stand tenth in a 
list of three hundred aii~l thirty-eight cities and 
towns in the state; and sixth in tlie cou~ity of 
Wty cities and towns, -a distiuction l~iglily cred- 
itable to Lexington. She has now seven good 
school-houses, in two of which we linve graded 
schools. Lexington also supports a higli scliool, 
and hi paid her tenclier more tlml dmost any 
town in the state ot tlic same number of scholars. 

The subject of education ancl tlie orga~iization of 
the school systeni being a subject of deep interest, 
in 1820 Lexington aplmiated a coininittee to con- 
sider and report upon tlie whole subject. Tliis 
committee, at a subsequent meeting, submitted a 
full and able report, and to their honor it may be 
said, that not only the town accepted their report 
with p t  unnn$mity, but tliat seven Tears after, 
when the subject llad bee11 agitated and discussed 
by the legislature, they e~mcted a ge~ienl school 
law, embracing substantially every provision whicli 
had' bee11 reported by tlie Lesi~igton committee 
seven years before. In 1821, all academy was cs- 
tabbhed i Lexington, wliich was well sustnined 
a few pears, and at leugtli the buildiq was occu- 
pied by the first normal xlrool establislled in Kew 
EngIand, if not in the country. This scl~ool wos 
well susfained, and met public approbation, but 
was 'in a few yean removed to Xewton 011 mere 
local co~isiderntions. The proprietar of tlie " Les- 
iugton House," n large and lmpular hotel, became 
e m b a r h d ,  and after tlre property passed out of 
his l~a~ids, i t  was purchased b~ Dr. Dio Lewis, who 
opened wl~at he denominated a moveme~~t school, 
in which ~>llpsiarl clevelopment received a hrge 
share of attention. TlJs scl~ool was confined to 
females; and was patronized by young ladies from 
dl puts of the free states. The ecliool neas well 
mstained and conducted, and conti~rued' about 

three yam, when the devouring element reduced 
the edifice to ashes, and so broke up this flourish- 
ing and successful school, to the regret of the peo- . ' 
ple. Lexington canliot boast of her learned or 
distinguished men. Since the d a y  of Haricock 

1 ancl Clarke she has had her full sllare of men of 
, respectable standing for ability, but none of world- 
wide fame. The o~ily exception to this is l'heodore 
Parker, who was born in Lexington, and whose 
eccentric, sceptical tendencies have given him a 
strong hold upon those whose speculations run in 
the same chmnd. A marble bust of h i  may be 

I seen in our library. 
I Like most other tomis, Lexington lus about the 
I usual variety of religious societies : one Unitarian, 
one Calvinistic, one Baptist, one Union, - cod- 
posed of Unitarians and Universalists, - and' one 
Roman Catholic. All have good houses of m r -  
ship; the two first named have houses tristefulIy 

I finished ; and all are supplied wit11 faithful mi& 
ters, a~id are in a good condition. 

Our cliurcl~es, school-houses, and tlie dwelling 
generally are well painted, and are it1 a st& of 
gc%d repair; and in these respects Leringtoli will 
compare favorably with the iieigliboring towns. 
We liave one building diich is wortliy a s w l '  
notice, "The 3lassacliuketts House,'" 1vli5ch is 
open for public e~rtertaiiime~~t. I t  is the identical 
building erected at Yliiladelphia for the visitors 
from this commo~iwealtli at the great centennial 
eshibitioii in 1876. Tlie baildiug was purchased,: 
taker down, aiid brought to Lexington, and hem 
set up and put iu p o d  order. 'It is a building of 
a peculiar structure, and makes a singular but 
pleasant appearance. I t  is situated in the centre 
of the toan, near tlie town-liall. Its history and 
the manner iu which it is conducted coinmei~d t k  
house to public patronage. 

The town-hall in Lexiiigton is an edifice highly ' 
creditable to the to\vt~. I t  is a brick building, 
~iindty-five feet b~ fifty-eight, and is thirty-eight' 
feet in height above the basement, with a d o u W  
Louvre roof. Tlie building fun~islies a large 
audience hall, wit11 suitable anterooms, apartments 
for tlie t o m  officers, a memorial hall, and a library 
I~all. The memorial hall is an octagon, with suit- 
able corridors, contailling four ~~iclies, filled with 
four marble life-pize statues : two of soldiers, o~le 
a minute-man of 1775, and the other a Cnion 
soldier of 1861. The other two niches are 5lled 
with the statues of Samuel Adams, the organizer 
of the American Revolution, nncl of Jol111 Hancock, 
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the first signer of the D e c h n t i o ~ ~  of Iadepnde~ae. 
These statues nre the work of didinpished hmeri- 
can artists. The 11al1 also c o ~ ~ t a i ~ ~ s  tablets with 
the names of the martyrs of both wars, and a Con- 
fedmite gun cnpturctl i r  the late Rebellion. The 
entrance to this llnll lms the folloail~g appropriate 
inscription : - 

l t X 1 J G f O S  

COIStCRATES TlllS HALL A S D  ITS EXBLEWS 
TO TllE YEYORY OF TEE 

The libnrg hall is o l a p ,  commodious room, 
appropriately tittecl up for the purpose. The 
library was estnblislrtvl in 1868, and now contains 
sir thousnd two hundrctl volumes, besides maps 
and clurts, and is constantly iucreasing. .As its 
resources funlirh about .C 350 nnnunlly, and public 
institutions and iedividunh are liberal in their 
domtions, we trust the libriiry \rill soon be worthy 
of the llistoric town of Lexington. The library 
Ira11 also contains many interestiug relics of the 
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I~evolution, such as swords, guns, powdcr-l~on~s, are aclorra~tl wit11 portraits R I I ~  engravings. Like I etc. -4niorrg the relics tlie most i ~ ~ t c ~ s t i ~ ~ g  arc 111ost towns, Lt~siagtoa has a considerable corporate. 
tlie identical pistols carried b~ Major Pitr:lirrl or1 1 drbt. IIer town-l,nll, tl~ooglr built on veq- fn- 
the memorable 19th of April, 177:. Onr of tliese / ronble terms, cost at least Ls 45,600, and her en- 
pistols broke the p c c f u l  rrlatio~r htwccn the ! terir~ial celcbntion solnc 810,000 more. These 
colonies arid the niotlvr countrj, bcirip the first 1 items, wit11 1w.r war dcbt, etc., liad amounted in 
gun of tlie Revolution. For tl~ese'vitluabl,le n-lics ? 1S7G to S G.1.,000. Hut \\.it11 a true spirit of econ- 
we are indebted to tile patriotism of Jlrs. l'utnam, I om! the towo has rcduccul the dcbt to $61,800, and 
wife of the grandson of tlre oltl patriot, Gencnl , has a surplus of at Irast SG,000, rhicll might have 1 Israel Putnam, the hem of two wars. The, walls , been held as a sinkir~g-fund to pay the notes as they 



become due. The assesson estimate tlie corprnte 
property of the town,.without i ~ d u d i ~ i g  the library, 
the cemeteries, statues, etc., at  SS01,200 ; so tlint 
no alarm arises from the indebtetl~iess of the tm. 
Her nite of taxation last pear was 8 12 on 5 1,000, 
and will pmbnbly not excml SlO in future. 

Lexington, as we IL~-e  alrently seen, is well sup- 
plied with railroad, post-ofice, and tele.ppli ac- 

supplies an excellent article, and, -8 doubtful a p  
pendage to the. institutions of a small country 
tom,  -a weekly terapaper, edited by 3 non-resi- 
dent and printed out of town. She has her mads 
i good repair, lier streeta kept clean by day and 
well ligllted by night. 

The people of Lexington' have alwap felt that 
they were plnced bp Providence in a peculiar' 

mmmorlation. She has two daily expresses, nn I situation. To be rcknowldge<t tlimughont the 
organized fin cle~wrtmcnt, a gas co~npntiy which coutltry as the birthplace of American liberty- 



the spot where the fint o r p i z e d  rpristnnce n s  I the day to nhidi \vr have so often r e f d d ,  k- 
made to the king's troops, when! the. first blood. il~gton felt caJled up011 to open l~e r  doors, and invite 
was shed and thc tint mnrt.vts fell, - had ;given the frirnds of frertlo~n from cvcry part of the country 
to Lexington :a .historic cl~arncter wl1ic11 impresd  I to meet on licr cunwcr.~tc~cl soil, that we might join 
upon them a M C ~  rrpn\ for the free il~stitutiolls our hanrlo md  ciur voices in gntitude to tlle mem- 
of the country. Kot osl? the twcntj-two muni- or!- of the lntriots wl~o rcl~ie\.ed and have sus- 
ciplities which Imve tab11 our name, but t l ~ e  pee: I tained our ?lorions indrlwntlence; and to renew 

1 pie in e v q  section of the broad domain, virtually . our vows.to ~ n ; ~ k c  our rcpublic an example to the 
ask us to be true to our ancient fame. , I world. Our invitations were sent to the prcsi- 
On the approre11 of the centennial anrivetvary, I dent n ~ ~ d  suite, to the go~en ion  of an the a t a h ,  
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officers of the army and uavy, lnembem of con- 
gress, judges of the courts, members of our state 
government, and gentlemen of distinction of every 
profession in all sections of the cowltry. Nor were 
our invitations confined to this country. They 
wen sent across the .4tIailtic, ant1 brought cordial 
responses from our miuisters abroad n~irl from two 
distinguished members of the British parliament. 

We saw that we were destined to'lend off in a 
aeries of centennial cekbmtions, which, though 
confined to this country, would exert an influence 
abroad; tiid we resolved that we would set rtn ex- 
ample that should be folloaetl in liannonp with the 
general design of t h e  commemorative rejoicings; 

and, without aniting for others, we, as our fathen 
did of old, acted on our oun judgment. And 
knowing that we had a country to harmonize, we 
extended our iuvitatioi~s to those who bed been 
estranged from us, to show them that we,.like tlre 
father in the' parable, would " meet a great way 
off" dl those who had come to themselves, a d  

I were willing to retunl to the parental mansion. 
We intended that all our proceedings should be 
strictly national, aild cnlculatcd~to remove mistrust 
nnd restore harmony betwwn the diffemt sections 
of the country. Our speakers were selectedwith 
refereuce to this design, and the ten* and spirit of 
their speeches were of a highly patriotic and con- 



iliatory character ; and while we b.Fe heard with 
~ h u r e  the tone of later celebntions, and the 
voice of the press, we can congratulate ourselves 
hat the fraternal, forgivi~ig manifestation here dis- 
hyed was touchins the key-note which has pmved 
ceeptable to all the lovers of national harmony. 

The attendance at our celebration vastly exceeded 
or expectntions. The President d liis a-ibinet, 
lul distinguished gnests from every section of the 
ountrp, honored us with their presence; and legions 
-for they were many- flocked to our town, and so 
~loclred our streets that they were for a great part 
d the day impassable for carnages. It was esti- 
mrted by tlie best judges that there were in the 
tom that day at least a hundred thousand people. 
he day was u~~usually cold for the season, - the 
'hemornett-r ranging from 24 to 5%" above zero. 
hch numbers disappointed most of our guests and 
mtly mortified us at the time, because we could 
ot accommoclate them M we desired. But on 
uther reflection we, and we believe tlie intelli- 
snt portion of ouf guests who were incommoded, 
+iced rather than otherwise that the crowd was so 
reat. Though thiswas rejoicing in tribulation, 

gatliering by thousands showed tliat the spirit 
' 1775 was not extinct. And it became mani- 
st to all that the s h y  of the 19th of April, and 
le results aud associations connected therewith, 
rd produced such a grai~d swell of patriotism, such 
feeling of gratitude to our Revolutionary fathers, 
~ch a deep sense of the worth of our institutions, 
I rould illsure the perpekuity of the Republic. 
We have endavolad k~ show the interest taken 
the citizens of Lexitigton in the events connected 

ith the openillg scene of tlie American Revolution; 
d to claim the hoiiors justly due to her for the 
art which occurred in our town. But \re do not 

upon the locnlity of the occurrences. I t  is not 
m soil that imparts glory to the transactions of 
le day, If  the honor was temtorial, then Acton 

h v e r s ,  whose gallant citizeus prformed so 
mspicoous a part eon that day, would be robbed 
F the honor xi justly their due. No ;. the llanor 
I due to tbe deeds and to the bmve men who per- 
mned them,.at~d .not to the ta\m in wliic11 tliey 
appened to occur. Tlicre need be no jealousy be- 
rcm any of the towns tlirougli which the British 
A, & which prticipatal in the affairs of that 
a,;. the g1ory.i~ sufficient for ench locality and 

actor op the occnsim, and cannot right- 
d y  be mon~polized by any one town. 
W 6 m  d a h l  with. the share of honor awarded 

to us by thc public; nnd we cannot better close 
our remnrks tlmn by showing the appreciation at 
the close of the eigl~teenth c e ~ ~ t u r j  of the fame of 
I~xington by the state legislature, which  made^ an 
nppropriatioii for the $rsl monument in honor of 
the$r.rt effort by tliejrst  martyrs of Liberty. 

The following is the language of the appropria- 
tion : " For the purpos of erecting in said town a 
hionurnelit of Stone, oti aliicli shall be engraved . 
tlie names of the eight men, illhabitants of Lexing- 
ton, who were slain 011 the inonling of the 19th of 
April, 1775, by a party of British troops; together 
with such other inscription as, in the judgment of 
the Selectinen and the approbation of the Governor 
and Cou~lcil, slinll be calculated lopresme I 4 p  
terity a recol-rl ?flhe$rst efort made Ly I/repcopIc 
qf America for Ihe csluhlirkmext of lkeir fie* 
and iwdepentle~rce." 

The inscription upon the monument was furnished 
by the patriotic Mr. Clarke, and met the approba- 
tion of the governor and council. I t  is SO repletd 
with devotiou to tlie cause of America and the lore 
of freedom and the rights of mankind, and M, true 
to. history and the spirit of the. day, that we wil l  
give it entire : - 
" ~ A C ~ E D  TO LIBERTY ASD THE R I O ~  01 &bKm ! ! ! 
. THE FREEDOY AND ISDEPEBDE~YE OF AYEPICA, 

SEALED AND DEFESDED WITH THE BUXD W llXB &XU. 

This Nonument i s  d 
By tlle inl~ahitants of Lexington, 

Under the patronage and at tte expewe of 
Tlie Commonwealth of llnssachusetts. 
To the nieniory of their fellow Citimu, 

Ensigi Rokrf .Uxntoe, and Mess&. Jorcrr Parkar, 
Suurvel Hftdlry, Jonrrfhun Hurriqtom, Jna., 

Iuaar .Muzzsy, Culeb Hurri~yIon, and John Browa, 
01 Lexingtou, and drahrl Porter of Wobum, 
Who fell on tlie Field the Fint Victims to the 

Sword 01 Britisli Tyranny and oppression, 
On the Noruing of t.he ever memorable 

,L 
Nineteeutlr of Aprll AII. Doin. 1776. 

The Die mu east!!! 
The Blood of thae'lhrtyra 1 -  

. . In the cause of God and their countq . . 
War the.Cement of t l~e  Union of these States, then 

Colonies, and @re the Spriug to the Spirit, Firmneqh 
Aud Resolution of tlieir Fellow Citizens. 

Tliey rosc'ns oile \Inn to revenge tlie~r Brethren's 
Blood, and at the p int  of the sword to assert u d  

Llefcnd their nntive Rights. 
The? n o b l ~  dared to be free ! ! 

The contest was long, bloody, md affecting, - 
Rigl~teous IIcnrcn appiovcd the solemn apptal, 

\%-tor? crowned tl~cir a d s  ; and 
The Yeiicr, Llbert~, and Independern of the Uitul 

States of Anlerica was Uleir Gloribur Rend." 
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LINCOLN. 

B Y  W I L L I A M - , ? .  W E B E L E E .  

agridtnral pursaib. The population, according 
to the state census of 1876, was eight h& 
and thirty-four. 

The towu of L i d  was incorporated April lgl 
1754, and went into the contest for W o r n  
aud independence oa the day it becune of aga 
Although the histmy of a town may properly be' 

, said to commence with the date of its incorpora- 
tion, it seems' as pmperiy to include aome acotmb 
of i b  parentage. Portions of the pnsent town.& 
Lincnln mere, at diffmit periods of colonial kistovl 
parts of the towns of Watertown, Cambridge, Con- 
cord, %ton, and Lexington. The grant of the 
General Court of April, 1635, to Watertown of 
a tract of land extending eight miles from Fresh 
Pond nest-northwest into the country, and the 
grant to Concord of September 3, of the same year, 
of Kcsix myles quare of land," overlapped each 
other about two miles, and included abont two 
thirds of the present town of Lincoln. ..This.-gvis 
rise to a controversy between Watertom and Con-. 
cord, nnd on the 8th of Jane, 1638, the Geaend 
Court ordered, for the final end of difference be. 
tween Vatertown and Concord, that Watertorn 
eight miles shall extelid upon the line betaan 
TVRtertom and ambridge as far..- Concod. 
bounds give leave." This decision gave the prin- 
cipal part of the territory of Lincoln to~Comrd. 
Bond, in his history of Watertown, says that as 
tlie land was first -eyed and s d t d  by Concod 
people, they were allowed to retain- it, not* 
standing the prior titb of watertoan," but it is 
not probable 'then rere any aettlemenb here aa 
early as 1638. It is not easy to determine when 
or by whom the first settlement was made or hoaua 
built. Nathaniel Billings was probably the earli~ 
est settler. Thomas Brooks moved from Water- 
t o m  to Concord about 1638. His son JorLlri 
pmbably learned his trade of h e r  from Captain 
Hugh Mawn of Watertom, whose daughter- ks 
married;and moved to the easterly part of Concord, 
between 1650 and 1660. 

On the 7th of June, 1 7 4 ,  Jawpb Braoh md 

HE tomi of Lincoln is a collec- 
,,r'- tion of hills in the heart of 

# Middlesex County. Its- centre 1 T 
b abont thirteen and one half 

\ 6  miles west-northwest from tlie 
b state h o w ,  and its territory is 

- t bounded north by Bedford, east- 

/$ 4 erly by k i n g t o n  and Wal- 

4 &am, southerly by Weston and 
Wayland, and northwesterly by 

Copcord. I& greatest length is upwards of five, 
rpd its greatest breadth about three and one half, 
milmiles, and'it embraces abont eight thousand five 
hunMdnd acres. The hill on which the meeting- 
h o w  stands is four hundred and seventy feet 
d o r e  high-rater' mark at Boston, and though 
there are other hills of greater altitude, it is believed 
b be the highest .land in the county whereon nien 
ham built themselves habitations. From the sum- 
mit of this hill, in fine weather, the prospect ex- 
en* from the seminary buildings in Andover to 
the chnrches in Hopkinton, and from Bunker Hill 
Monument to the New Hampshire hills. 

M y  Pond, a beautiful sheet of water, lies on 
the western side of the town, and a fine tract of 
arable land extends from the centre of Lincoln 
to the borders of Wayland, the quality of which 
was well known to the Indians, and they repeat- 
edly petitioned to have a t o m  011 the easterly 
shore of Sandy Pond, or the westerly side of 
Beaver Swamp. The southwestern border of the 
town is washed for more thin a mile by the slug- 

- gish raten of Concord Biver. Brooks d ~ i c h  am 
tributaries to the Concord, Chnrles, and Shaw- 
shine rise and flow out, but not a tubful of water 
comes into the town from any source except the 
rains and dens of heaven. Two of these brooks 
acquire sdcient force and volume before leaving 
the town to furnish mter-pwer for saw and grist 
mills, and a smaIl mill for sawing marble taken 
from a quarry near by existed here many yean 
rgo ; but the business was not remunerative. 
Tbe inhabitants of Lincoln rue occupied with 



a, inhabitants of the osterly part of Concord, 
lortherly p r t  of Weston, and westerly part of 
ogton, presented a petition to the General 
t, eetting forth their difficulties and inconven- 
s by reason of their distances from their usual 
a of public worship in their respective towns, 
praying to be erected into a separate townsliip. 
petition was summarily dismissid ; but, 110th- 
launted by their failure, the next gear, July a, 
i, John Flint, Simon DaLin, Josiah Parks, and 
: inhabitants of the easterly part of Concord, 
d y  part of Weston, and westerly part of 
mgton, petitioned to be made a qparrtte town- 

On .this petition the General Court issued 
d orders of notice to the ~ O W I W  of Concord, 
m;. and Lexington, to appear on the second 
Padty of the next sitting of the court, and 
uuae why the prayer of the petition should 

be granted. In  October the petition wrra 
I up and read again, with the answers of the 
m of Concord, Weston, and Lexington ; and 
m c i i  voted that the pmger of the petition 
DO-:ir granted that Eraiicis Foxcroft and 
h Willard Esqn., with such as the Hon. 
c : b y  join, be a committee to repair to the 
r proposed to be made into a tawnship, . a d  
d y  view- and consider the. situation thereof 
the circumstances of the petitioners, and the 
m named in the petition, giving sensonable notice 
i perties of their coming; and make report 
rb Court .what tlley judge proper to be done 
is petition, the charge of the Committee to be 
B as the court shall order." 
this vote of the council the house of repre- 

fiveat .voted a non-concurrence ; upon .\vlich, 
rooneil voted to adhere to their oan,vote. . 

rs sabjec6 was taken up. again on the 26th of 
mber and Od of December, 1755, with like 
b; each- branch voting a non-concurrence 
the other. January 2, 1735 - 36, nftcr a 
debate, the house voted a reconsiclent.ion of 

p votes of non-concurrence, and on the 7th 
1 a..concurrence in the vote of the couacil, 
&ptrri11 Jeremiali Stevens, Captain Adam 
hg, and Ephraim Leonard, Eoq. were joined 
le committee of tlre conncil. On the lSrh of 
rh the committee were directcd to report to 
mt Mny -sessioir. June 2, 1736, the corn- * submittd t l ~ c  following report : - 
b u n t  to an order of tlie Great and.Ges- 
w, on the petition hereunto annexed, the 
&tea appointed to repair to the place meu- 

tioned in said petition, prayed to be a township, to 
view and consider the situation thereof, and the 
circumstaiices of the petitioners, and .Iso of the 
towns mentioned in the petition, and hear all par- 
ties concerned, have carefully performed that ser- 
vice, and are of the opinion tlmt the prayer of the 
petition be not granted, which is humbly sub- 
mitted by, Fm' Foxcroft, pr. order." 

The report was accepted in both branches, and 
the petition ordeml to be, dismissed, and it WIW 

further ordered that the charge of the view, 
amounting to £54 16 8. 9 d., be paid as folloh : 
818 to the committee of this court for their 
attendance and travel by the petitioners, - 810 
88. 4d. by the town of Concord, and the remain- 
der by the towns of Weston and Lexington in equal 
proportions. 

No further action looking tb the incorporation 
of the t o m  took place for several years. Au- 
gust 18, 1744, Joshua Brooks and forty-eight 
others, inhabitants of the easterly part of Coricord, 
northerly p r t  of Weston, and westerly pnrt of 
Lexington, petitioned to be made a eeparate p& 
cinct. On this petition the usual orders of notia 
were issued, aud after varioas delays a view& 
committee was appoiuted. On the 18th of April, 
1746, the committee reported that the p G e r  of 
the petition ought to be granted,-which report' 
was accepted, and it was ordered that the peti- 
tioners, togetlrer with the persons living within the- 
bounds mentioned in the petition (except a\lcb 
persona and estates as are excepted by the report), 
be and are hereby erected into a distinct and repa- 
rate precinct, and vested with all such powers and 
privileges as other precincts sitliin thk provina 
have, or by law ought to enjoy-and that such 
of tlie aforesaid exempted pewus as shall Pritld 
one year signify to tlre Secretary under their h a d  
their williiigneos to join with the petitioners be to- 
getllcr nit11 their estates incorporated with them, 
to do and receive alike duty and privilege as t l ~  
petitioners " I 

Xo act of incorporntion otlier thou this order 
.WRS passed, but it was voted "thnt Betijamin 
Urowi one of thc principal inliabitants of the 
Parish tliis day set off from Concod, Lexington 
aul IV~3ton be arid liereby is enabled to call the 
first precinct merting in said pt~risll to choose 
pari~lr ofticem atit1 to act and do nll otlier things 
nccodiiip to Law." This order or precept is still 
preserved b~ Deacon Brown's descendants. Under 
ita authority the precinct met at t l~e  ]louse of 3ir. 
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Edward Flint, May %6, 1746, and chose the fol- 
lowing o5cers: Benjamin Brown, moderator; 
Ephmim Plint, precinct clerk? Chambers Bus- 
sell, Eq., Benjamin Brown, Josiah Parks, John 
Headley, md  J o b  Hoar, preciuct committee; 
Srrmuel Dakin and Jonathan Nellingtou, collec- 
tom; Stephen TVmn,  tretlsurer; Ebenezer Cut- 
ler, Daniel Adams, and Ephraim Fliut, assessors. ' 

The incorporation of the precinct prepred the 
way for the incorporation of the tom. A corn- 
mittea, consisting of Hon. Chambers Rus~ell, 
Captain Samuel Bond, and Deacon Joshua Brooks, 
wen choaen in March, 1754, to petition the Gw- 
en1 Court for an act of incorporation. The rea- 
sons alleged in the petition were the inconvenience 
of being connected with so mauy towns, and the 
refqal or negleot of those towns to lay out r d  
for their convenience. 

!l!he petition encountered little opposition, and an 
act to incorporate the town of Lincoln passed both 
brawhea April 19,1754, a d  received the w e n t  
of the governor on the eame day. On the 26th 
of April the new town Iield its first meeting, and 
tb following ~Bcer s  we* chosen : Hon. Chambem 
M,. moderator ; Ephrnim Fliut, town-clerk 
and treasurer ; Ephiaim Flint, Ephraim Hartwell, 
Bbenezer Cutler, Samuel Farrar, aud John Hoar, 
neisctmen; John Oeartield and Joshua Bmks,  
Jr., constables; Nathaniel Whittemore and Ben- 
jamin Munroe, clerks of market. 

.The ostensible object of those who petitioned 
for the incorporation of the town a d  the precinct 
mu to enjoy the preacl~ing of the p p l .  Tlley 
Irrged, in their petitions to the Geueral Court, and 
beforc its committees, the difficulties and incon- 
veni~nces they labored under by reason of the dis- 
tam of their usual places of worship. These 
&ultiea and inconveniences will be better un- 
dmtood when it is remembered tlut tliey had no 
carriages in those days, that the Cancord ruld Cam- 
bridge turnpike was not built till fifty yean after 
the iucorporation of the tom,  and that the only 
avenuea from the central p r t s  of Lincoln to Con- 
cord were the roads from watertowu by walden 
Pond, and '[the Bay-road " from Lexington to 
Concord. The road from Lieutenant Samuel 
Dakin's to the house of Dr. John Prescott in Con- 
cord was laid out shortly before the incorpontion 
of the town, and the road from Lieutenant Dakin's 
to the Watertom sooll after. Public worship 
had been held in private houses, and a house of 
wonhip projected, before the incorporation of the 
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precinct. This ham,  bdlt  and partly finisbed, 
was formally pmseuted to the precinct, June 22, 
174r1 by Benjamin Brown, Edward Plint, Judah 
Clark, Joscph Brooks, Joshua Brooks, 8amuel 
Bond, Jonathan Gove, Benjamin Manroe, Jahn 
Headlcy, Samuei W i n ,  Ebenezer Cutler, Jem- 
miah Clark, Amos Merriam, John Gove, Jonathan 
IVellington, Q h i m  Flint, Tliomas Wheeler, 
Joseph Pierce, Kathau Brotvn, Jonas Pierce, Timo- 
thy Wesson, and George Pierce, the builders. I t  
occupied the site of the present meeting-house of 
the first parish, while further, and near the sumhit 
of the hill, tliree years afterwards, a hou* was built 
for Rev. Mr. Iwwrence. Beautiful, indeed, for 
situation was the house of the Lord, and the resi- 
dence of its first minister <[on the sides of ths 
North." 

In 1756 the town voted to build r taw&, 
whereon to hang a bell, and a spin to the meeting- 
house. They were built in the same year, and a 
bell, the gdt of Mr. Joseph Brooks, wae hung in 
the belfry. This Joseph Brooks died &phmbe!r 
17, 1759, aged seventy-eight years. The inscrip 
tion on his gravestone states that " he was a liberal 
benefactor to thc town of Lincoln, manifested by 
hi3 generous donations." In his will he gave E 20 
to the church of Christ in Lincoln, to purchase 
vessels for the communion service, and g 1 0  bi 
Rev. Mr. Lawrence, and, after giving legaciw be 
various relatives, gave the of his estate to 
the town for a school-fund. The amount received 
waa &968.' 

Measures were also taken for the formation of 
a church, and on the 18th of August, 1747, 
twenty-five male members of the churches in Con- 
cord, Lexington, lumd Weston met together, d 
a g d  to embody themselves into a distinct 
church. The organization took place two days 
after, the Rev. John Hancock of Lexington, Wil- 
liam Williams of Weston, Israel Loring of Sud-s 
bury, and Warham Williams of Waltham par- 
ticipating in the public aervices of the occasion. 
A church covenant was adopted and signed by the 
male member3 of the church the same day, but 
the names of the female members nowhere appear. 

Six kdidntes for the ministry preached hem in 
, me rtstemMC, in Sb.tfttfL's h ~ h  thd 

~ ~ p h  ~ m k s  who e v e  tk bcU and lchool had to the torn 
married Rcbeea B l e t  ud tud eight children are crmor(w. 
Thh J-P~ Brook3 d i d  befom them ~ m i n c t  t m *  
church, or meeting-house bere. The Joseph Brooks who grr 
the and ~ b o o l  knd to tb torn -4 Jw Jcnnirob 
LA no ehiid or widow, 



6ectari.m strife alone. . During the latter part ,of 
1 The pnet ia  of "stating a dr) .  " m common in New 

Dr. Steams' ministry, the Cangregntional churches 

1747 d 1748, without receiving an invitation to 
settle. April 11, 1748, i t  was " TOM, That Mr. 
William Lawrence is the man desired to preach 
four Sabbaths a id  the Fast, ou probation for set- 
tluntnt in the ministry." On the 18th of May 
following the church united with the preciiict in 
extending a call to Mr. Lawrence. The call was 
accompanied by an offer of £800, and an annual 
saIary of g400, acco&q to the Old Tenor bills. 
Subsequently a committee was appointed to treat 
with. Mr. Lawmce in reference to his settle- 
ment, and i t  was agreed that his salary should be 
ngalated upon them prices of the following arti- 
des :l Indian corn, 15s. per bushel, Old Tenor ; 
Bye, 208. per bushel ; pork, 1s. 8d. and beef 1s. 
per p o d  to be stated in the months of Novern- 
ber and December. It was also agreed to give ten 
cords of wood ennually, in addition to %400. 
The srdination of Mr. Lawrence took place 

December 7, 1748, the ordai~ling council being 
composed of the elders and messengers of the 
churches in Lexiugbn, Weston, two churches 
in Cambridge, Fiwt Church in Groton, and the 
churcHes in Waltham and Littleton. Rev. Mr. 
Bancock was moderator, r h o  also prayed and gave 
the c4uge. Rev. h l e b  Trowbridge preached tlie 
sermon, and Rev. Warham Killiams gave the 
right band of fellowship. Bev. Kathaniel Apple- 
bn aod Bev. Daniel Ilogers offered prayers. 

Eev. William Lawrence, son of Colonel William 
md Susapna .(Prescott) Lawrence was born ln 
Groton, May 7, 1723, and graduated at  Harvard 
College in 1743. He married February 1,1750 - 
51, Love, daughter of John and Love (Alinott) 
Adams. Mr. Lawrence Id a family of three sons 

' md sir daughters who survived him. Little is 
b o r n  respecting his character, peculkritie, and 
be- By the inecription on liis monument we 
rue told that " he was a gentleman of good abili- 
tiq, and a firm supporter of tlie order of the 
ehmhes," a d  one of liis successors writes of him, 
I' had we no other sources of judglnent than the 
records of his church nnd thc charactel of the 
men nised up under liis ministr~-, we should be 
j d e d  in believing tllat he mas an able, judicious, 
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and devoted minister of the gospel." .The only 
s t i p n  that attaches to his memory in rr suspicion 
of t o ~ i s m .  His people assembled at  the meetiag- 
I~ouse one Sabbath* morning in the fall of 1734, 
and would not permit him to enter the pulpit. His 
eldest daughter, Love, was married about that timb 
to Dr. Joseph Adams of Townsend, an uncompm- 
mising loyalist, and probably some scandal con- 
nected with the marriage was the cause of thin 
ebullition of popular feeling; but whatever the 
trouble was, i t  vanislied during the week and left no 
explanation to posterity. Mr. Lawrena died April 
11, 1780. Mrs. Lawrence died January 3, 1830, 
having survived her husband nearly ferty years. 

After the death of Mr. Lawrence, Messrs. Ebene- 
zer Hubbard, Jr., William h t l e y ,  and Asa Piper 
mere employed to preach, but it does not appear 
that any of them made a favorable impression on 
their hearers. Mr. Charles Steams was first em- 
ployed to preach in October, 1780, and- on the 
15th of January following the church voted manic: 
mausly to invite him to be their pastor. ,In thia 
vote the town, on the 5th of February, canourred, 
and voted to give him 2220 "hard money~~or E 
equivalent," (to wluch % 70 was snbseqnently 
added) as a settlement, and & 80 and fifteen oords 
of wood as an annul  salary. His ordination took 
place Kovember 7, 1781, tlie churches in Waltham, 
Weston, Lexington, Concord, Beading, Lunenburg, 
Leominster, Sudbury, East Sudburp, an& Stor 
being represented in tlie ordaiuing council. Rev. 
Mr. Adams of Lunenburg p m h d  the man, 
rliich was priilted. 

Dr. Steams' ministry, like that of hb p r e b  
cessor, was remarkably free from distracting influ- 
ences; their united ministries extended over B 
period of more tliaii seventy-five years! and no etch 
siastical council was called to settle controversies 
or harmonize differences. No root of bitterneta 
ever sprang up between minister and people, d 
no trace of any serious disagreement can be found 
on church or town records. The eecret of the uni- 
form peace nnd prosperity of the church is doubt- . 
lese to be fouud in the.fact that the ministew were . 
willing to do the work of the Master, and let 

The rel.tire value of the paper eurrcnc.v to rilver'in 
1748 rrr about f 6 paper e u ~ c ) .  to E 1 silrcr, and in 1781 
e n  paper to #! 1 silver. In 1791 t k  town sold the old p p r  

- 
the subject of eiillanges bekeen ministern h i ~ d -  
ing differelit views upon matters of faith alone, 

in t+ -v, rmonntiry to f 3374 17a. Id . ,  for but Dr. Steanls steadily r e f u d  to tab any part 
C l s  168. 6rl. "being .IlU M" I in the controversy, 



* ' T o # c t a r ' p u t y ~ l a g e d  .. . D i d a i d  to be ooniand" - 

Dr. Bprague, in his Allnab of the American Pul- 
pit;'hns classed Dr. Stearns with the Unitarian di- 
vines, and doubtless he is rightly so classed.. In 
his earlier ntteraeces may be found statements of 
doctrines in accordance with the theolog of the 
timea, which in the wisdom of maturer years he 
would probably have clothed in different language ; 
but if he was ever a Calvinist in any sense of the term, 
neither his sons whom he fitted for college and pre- 
pand for the ministry; nor his daughters who were' 
intelligent beyond most women, ever suspected it: 
#' His glory," said Dr. Lowell, " was to be a Congre- 
gational minister, and such lie was." Dr. Steams' 
labors and usefulness ended only with his life. 
The h s t  Sabbath in July, 1826, found him at the 
past of duty, but he was stricken with a disease 
which terminated his lire on the 26th of that month. 
The town.buried him beside his children who had 
gone before, and pla'ced a marble monument over 
his grave, on which the distinguishing traits of his 
character were drawn with force and accuracy by. 
his life-long friend, Dr. Bipley, of Concord. He 
married Susanua, daughter of Jonathan and Rachel 
(Onen) Cowdrey, of Beading, and had six sons 
aad five daughters. Four sons and two daughters 
survived him. His widow died July 24, 1832. 

Dr. Steams was succeeded in the ministry by 
Rev. Elijah Demond, r h o  was installed November 
7, 1827, and dismissed at  his own request October 
e6, 1832. Duling his pastorate, the organization 
of the First Parish took place, and the management 
of ealesiastical affairs by the town ceased. The 
second Congregational Society was organized and 
a meeting-house built by the Unitarinns in 1842, 
and an Episppul church in 1872. 

The old meeting-house was nearly square and 
waa entered by three porches, the front porch being 
on- the southerly side. The tower in which the bell 
ras hnng and on which the spire stood were at the 
westerly end, aa the gables ran, and another porcl~ 
at tL easterly end, a part of which was occupied 
by the stocks, a terror to naughty boys, though 
it does not appear that they were ever used. The 
stocb were made of heavy oaken plnnks, strong 
enough to hold a braa  of elephants. 

Within tlie house "wall pews" were built arbnnd 
the sides of the house at  an enrly.day, space for 
them being allotted, not to those r h o  would pap 
most for it, but to those who paid the highest 
tures, - Judge Bussell king allowed to choose a 

place for his pew in the meeting-how when he 
pleased, and to build it when %e pleased. H e  built 
his pew on the right of the front eninnce,' neareat 
the door. Tlie opposite pew wns reserved for the 
ministeis family. l'he body of the h o w  was 
occupied by long seats; portions of these were rG 
moved at different times to make mom for pews, 
and a portiou of them wns assigned iu 1771 b the 
singers; it wns Hty years after the buildihg of 
the meeting-house before tlre choircould be ihduced 
to sit in the gallery. Gnlleries were constmcted 
around three sides of t l~e building, while the pulpit, 
with its high sounding-board overhead and dth- 
con's sent in front, was on the northerly side of the 
house. No aliarp-witted mortal ever g u d  the use 
of the sounding-board until he was told of it, and 
one thoughtful urchin, at least, pondered less bpon . 
the final destiny of the race than tlie fati of the 
preacher, should the iron rods, which 'held the' 
architectural abomination in ita place, let go their ' 
hold. 

On Sunday, as a rule, the whole population weiit 
to meeting. Of the six hundred and ninety persoha 
who composed the population of the town a t  its 
incorporation, probably five hundred usually gatli- 
ered together for worship on the Sabbath. The old 
and the young, the rich and the poor, the bond 
and the free, the wise and the simple, the halt and 
the Inme, the blind and the palsied, were *!; 
The young men and maidens were intent to hiar the' 
prelude to the services, - not in those days a p l  
from the organ, but a cry from the tom-clerk, - 
and as soon as the young people hnd time to resume : 
their Sunday faces, the minister arose, and announced 
that the worship of God would begin by singing 
one of the Psalms of David, which he read in tlie 
old version of Sternhold and Hopkins.1 When tht  
reading was finislied the chorister " set " the tune, 
and a venerable deacon arose in front of the pulpit 
and read the first line of the psalm, which the choir 
immediately sung; then another line was read and. 
sung alternately till the psalm was finished. Then 
came the payer, the "long prayer," prefaced aI- 
ways by the reading of the notes, when the whole 
congregation stood up and bowed themselves. The 
seats being destitute of cushions and hung on 
hinges, when the people stood up the.? turned u p  
their seats also, either to have better standing-room, 
or to hear them fall down when the prayer was 

1 Dr. Ripky, in his halfrcntur?. d i i a n e ,  November 16,18B, 
rryr of thin version : "JIany parta of ~t could d y  m w  br 

1 rend with wbriety in the uwmbly." 



over, with a noise v b l i n g  the discharge of mus- 
ketry. Then another psalm was read, "deaconed," 
d saG. After i t  came the sermon. The regular 
o M o x  length of a sermon was an hour, but that 
limit was often passed betore thevenerable preacheis 
gc bnally " vas m&ed. 

Here we note some of the changes of the yean. 
I n  1763 the readi~ig of the Scriptures was first in- 
traduced as a part of the exercises of public wor- 
nhip In 1768 a short yrgyer mas made before 
this pding. In 1767 " ~ r .  Brady's apd Mr. 
Tate's version of the Psalms of 'David, with eome 
hymns.of Dr Watts', which are now bound up and 
published with this version," were substituted for 
the vmkn,of Sternhold a d  Hopkins. In 1795, 
at the quest of some of the brethren who were 
memben of the musical society, a bass-viol was 
allowed to be used on trial to assist the singera in 
divine service. AfterJwo more seasons of trial it 
rqs allowed to be used until further order. 

At the time of the incorporation of the town 
there were within its limits three school-houses. 
Om stood near Mr. Snelling's place, on the south 
rod, near the railroqd crossing, another on the 
Common pear the old chestnut-tree. . Shortly after 
the incorporation of the town new school-houses 
 re^ built in the north and east parts of the town, 
principally by the subscriptions of individuals re- 
siding in those quarters. These were long, l o r  
bddings,,with a door at  one end and a chimney 
d f i n p b  at  the other; two or three rows of 
benches with forms extended along the eides of 
tbe moms. Seats with backs and desks with re- 
ceptacles for books were not found in any of the 
school-houses till within the last seventy years. 
The possessien of so n t q  school-houses was 

found objectionable, and many attempts were made ( 

that there be a school ke@ in said town, and to 
remove to three several places, and that the select- 
men provide a scliool-master; " but the first pay- 
ments do not appear to be in accordance witb.this 
vote, Samuel Farnr  and Amos Heald being paid, 
Febnlary 14, 1755, £ 1 6 8. 8A. each for tqching 
school, and Ephraim Flint and I'imotliy Weson, 
Jr., in Xarch, 1755, E 2  138. 4d. each for teach- 
ing school two months. During the earlier years 
of the town " a moving school " mas kept, the 
teacliers usually teaching in one school-house from 
six to ten reeks, wid then going to another, ac- 
cording to the directions of the selectmen? No 
school committeeq were cliosen till 1808, and eg- 
cepting thnt year till 1813, the duties af school. 
committees being performed by the selectmen. 

Among the teacliers employed in the .earlier 
years of tlie town were dlicali Lawrence, Jacob 
Bigelow, Timothy Farnr, Samuel Williams, Joseph - 
Willard, and Fislier Ames, and in later times Rev. 
Drs. Hosmer and Hill. Mr. Micah Lawrence -- 
a cousin of Rev. William ; he afterwards taught in 
Worcester, and, later in life, was settled in the 
ministry in Winchester, IS. B. He was a more 
pronounced lojalist than his Lincoln cousin, and, 
after a tliird council, -was dismissed from the min- 
istry because he was ,unfriendly to the war. Mr. 
Bigeloa, afterwards ~ninister of Sudbury, .taught 
here three pears. He was not only popular ar a 
teacher, but also succeeded hi gaining the affec: 
tions of. Miss Sardh Hartwell, to whom he wm: 
married January 14, 17 73. . Timothy Farrar, 
afterwards a distinguished judge and civilian in 
New Hampshire, was a native of the town. . . 

But what graphic pen shall describe the schools, 
the teacliing, the poverty of the appliances of 
learning ? Lend pencils, steel pens, and ruled 

the town, heard the, adrocatea of various projects, 
a =Po* .rts mjected ; blit the 

PIV &Y mommended was dopted a few 
k. Since that time there bas been no material 

betreen 1760 and 1770 to agree upon a less num- 1 paper were uiiknoa~i in those d a ~ s ,  The exercises 
bcr. h 1762 a committee, composed of gentle- I of tile scliool consisted of reading from the spelling- 
men from other towns, was invited to come here : book and psalter, eplling, tlie study of arithmetic, 
and decide upon the location of the schools. This ' and lenrliiiig to write. ~i i thmetic  was tlie sole 
b m m i ~ e e ,  consisting of Nessrs. Jonas S t o ~ e  of science taught in tliose da~s ,  and the metliod of 
Lexington, Thomas Barrett d.Concod, and Brad- teaching it was somewhat peculiar; the teaclier 
dyl Smith of-Weston, visited the different parts of ./ oply was provided wit1 a text-book, usually Cock- 

1 The 1tat;menta in Shattuck's histor?., "that at itr heorpa- 
rotiotj in 1754 Lincoln was divided-into three ~ h o o l  dirtrictr," 
aud "in 1770. and aome other  ton, the prnmlnnr school nu 
substituted for all others." arc incorrect. The- town never was 

+ in the arrangement & the schools, eicept 
tbe establishment i f  the high school in 1852. 

The fink action of t.he town m relation schools 
m Sep temk  2, 1754, w k  the towp " voted 

divided into school districtr, md the votes of the torn. Nay 28, 
1770, "that thi ptnmar school-be kept in the middle of the 
town the ensuing year, and that there shall be rromonr' whooh 
,t .,, in the atreme of & *n," wen rrtolui&d J U ] ~  
80 01 1be umc yar .  , 



or's or Hbdder's,' nnd his bdsinesa was to set sums 
for his puplb on their slates or in their manuscript- 
books Tlie rules of nritlimetic were copied from 
the text-book of the teacher inbo the ma~iuscripts 
of the scholars, and the exstnples set down under 
the rule. NOW, taking into considerntion that 
this was tlie method of teaching, it seems incredible 
that the ~cliools of Jlnssachusetts sliould have gome 
on for onc Iiundred and fifty years without the ill- 
vention of a blzckboanl. These exercises, and the 
discipline of the school, - which wns usually in 
accordance with the maxim of Solomon, -accu- 
pied the session. 

Improvement was slow until 1792, when Morue'r 
@cograpAy was first published, and soon found its 
way into the schools, both ns a redingbook and 
as 8 test-book in geognph?. Webster's Third 
Part was published about tile same time, and the 
&blafr  Arilhrnefic, the meailing of tile title of 
which has ceased to be uoderrtootl, iu 1801, which 
marks a new era in the history of common-school 
instruetion. 

* 
The L ~ h r a l  School,. an institution. differing in 

nauie only from the academies of the time, ass  
established here in 1793. The house was built by 
an ass~iat ion of some of tlie principal men of the 
town, and Mr., afterwards Dr., Steams taught the 
school. Instruction was given in rhetoric, astron- 
omy, and the higher bm~iches of mathematics, and 
in the principles of religion and morality, text- 
books upon these subjects being prepred by the 
tcacher and transcribed by the pupils. The Latin 
and Greek languages were also taught, and par- 
ticular attention mas paid to the manners and 
morals of the pupils. This school gave a new 
impulse to the cause of educatio~i, and tended to 
elevate the character of the town. In  it Samuel 
Farrar, Esq., Professor John Farrar, Hon. Samuel 
Hou, Nathan Brooks, Xatlianiel Bemis, Fnncis 
Jackson, Winslow Lewis, and other distinguished 
men received irutruction preparatory for admission 
to college. The first exhibition war $ven Septem- 
ber 27, 1793, Jiisses Anna Hamngton, Hannah 

copier ofthere tut-booka are in p a m i o n  of the miter. 
C w W s  was lieenred in 1633. printed in 1609. IIodder's. n 
kter and g e ~ d y  used book, is n small d~mndcrimo, printed 
k b u d o n  in 1719. The title-pap reads, " Hoddcr's Aritb- 
Patic, or that n e c a s q  art r i d e  most enq. B c i n ~  aplnined 
in a m y  familiar to tbe capscity of any thot desire to learn it in 
8 little time. By Jam- Hoddcr. writing-master. The twenty. 
eighth edition, m i d ,  aupmted ,  and above n thousand faults 
amended. by Henry 31~0,  Lts rsrrmt and sunnuor to the 
u t b r ? '  . . 

Fiske, and Sussapr Hoar being assigned the hon- 
omry prts. Ibc innovation of' allowing young 
ladim to s p k  i public provoked 8 good ded 
of discussion and aome cenjure, bat Dr. Stearns 
was nble to suPhh bimwlf and his school, and the 
peoplc became rmoneiIed to it. 

Xo part of tbe history of the t o m  is mom in-- 
temting or instrodite tlinn tlie part token in the 
struggle for iedependence. Shattsck, in his his-' 
tory, says,. "in thb coatroversy [with England] 
it. became early mllisted, and uniformly on tlie 
popular side, a d  nu distinguished for its a rde~~t ,  
decided, aiid independent patriotism, and for its 
intelligence and origi~nlity,'' - statements which 
will bear the mutin? of liltory, and the judg- 
ment of posterie- On the 15th of March, 1770, 
tlie torn " F o t d ,  That we will not pumhase any 
one article of m y  pason that impi t s  goods 'eon- 
t r a y  to the a-nmufent of the merchants of Bos- 
ton ; " and, in a long answer to a circular sent to 
the town, they say, Februnrp 8, 1773, "We r i l l  
not be wanting m oar assistance, nccording to o n  
ability, in the prmecuting of nll such lawful and 
constitutional masure3 as slur11 be thought proper 
for the contin- of all our rights, privileges, 
and liberties, both civil and religious; being of 
opii~ion that a atcady, united, persevering conduct 
in a c o n s t i t u t i d  way is the best means, under. 
God, for obtaining the redress of all our griev- 
ances." 

A committee of correspondence consisting of 
Samuel Farnr, Ekazer Brooks, and Abijah Pierce 
was chosen Novmber 2, 1773; and a similar com- 
mittee was chasen every year till 1784; several 
docl~meuts e m d i n g  from this cominittee have 
been preserved, and will bear comparison with any. 
state papers of tk time. 

December 27. 1773, the tom '# Pow, Thst 
we will not purcbmc or use any tea or suffer it to 
be purcliased or aJed in our families so long aa 
there is any d u g  laid on suck tea by act of the 
British Parliarmt, and we will hold and esteem 
nl l  such- as do u sach ten as  enemies of their 
coutitry and a-ill treat them wit11 tile greatest nee- 
lect." After& tbe . following agreement was 
signed br  e ig l i tpho  of the inhabitants. 
"We, the subsaibera inhabitants of the town of 
Lincoln do sinemdy and truly covenant and agree 
to and with each other, that we will not for our- 
selves, or nny hr or under us, purchase or con- 
sume mp goods, wares, or manufactures, which 
shall be i m p o d  horn Great Brittain after the 



thirty-first day of Augnst 1774, until the Con- 
grers of Deputies from tlie several colonies shall 
de t cmbe  what nrticles if any, to except, aiid that 
we will thereafter, respectiiig the use and consumy 
tion of such British articles as not be excepted, 
religiously abide the determination of said Con- 

gress.', 
At the nnnual meeting, March 6, 1775, the t o m  

" Fotcd, Tlmt 25% 41. be granted to provide for 
those persons who have enlisted as minute-men, 
each one a b a ~ o ~ ~ e t ,  belt, cartridge bos, steel-ram- 
mer, gunstock, and knapsnck ; and that they attend 
military eaercises four hours in a day, twice a week, 
tili the first dny of May next. Iu case any one 
refuse ta attend, 2 r  for each four hours, and in 
proportion for a less time, shall be deducted from 
their uagej." - 

Cempanies of minute-men existed at this time ia 
most, if not al ,  of the towns in Xliddleser County ; 
those ~ I I  the central part of 'the county had beeu 
organized into a regiment, of aliich Abijali Pierce 
of Lincoln was coloael. William Smith mas c a y  
tain of the minute-men. Samuel Farrar was 
mptain of tlie military company, and Samuel 
Hoar and James Parks were lieutenants ; these 
officm were chosen by tlieir men, but were with- 
out commissions. Eleazer Brooks, the last c a p  

ish soldiers pssed up the north road between the 
hours of six and seven in t l~c  morning; the re- 
treating column re-entered the torn  about noon in 
good order, From tlie foot of Hardy's Hill, the 
first considerable ascent on the returning toute, to 
the tan-yard which was near thc foot of the. next 
hill, the road was the dividi~ig line of Li~~coln and 
Concord. At the southwest corner of the tan-yard 
the line of the town left tlle road and turned 
nortl~\vard. Eastward from the tan-yard the mad 
ascends a sharp acclivity and bends northwml rho. 
Tl~e rains, travel, and repain of a century had 
worn a deep cut in the rond at this place, ai1d.o~ 
its easterly side was a dense forest which. affordd 
a covert for the provll~cinls, while thscurves in the 
road exposed the British to- a raking fire from both 
rear and front. Two of the enemy were -killed in 
this defile, and five others a little further on. At 
or llear Cornet Ephraim Hartwell's house, Capbin 
Joiistlla~i Il'ilsoii of Bedford, Nathaniel JVyman of 
Billerica, and Daniel Thompson of IVoburn were 
slain. I t  was now past noon and the he& waa 
excessive for the season. The British continued 
their flight aiid passed the line of the town npon 
the run. Six hours before, they hiad crossed that 
line in all the pride and pomp of war ! Six hours, 

1 big nitli destinies of men and ~lations, had p a d ,  
tain commissioned by the royal go\.eriior, had 
t h w n  up his commissiw and renounced the king's 
service. 

Suchwas the condition of things in the spring 
of 1775. The Provincial Congress liad collected 
a quantity of .military s tom at Concord, and an 
attempt to seize nnd destroy those stores was daily 
expected. On the evening of tlic 18th of April 
a Jptachment of the king's troops under tlie 
CO-d of Colonel Smith was sent for the pur- 

Po5e. 
The main road from Lexi~~gton toConcod, called 

in early times '(the Bay-road," pnzsed throng11 the 
northerly part of Lincoln and by Captain Smith's 
house. Probably he wrrs the first to receive intel- 
ligence that the royal forces were in motion. At 
about three o'clock in the morning tlle church bell 
was rung, and no one mistook its meaning. The 
officers and men soon b e ~ ~ i  to gather at the meet- 
inghouse, and early in tile ~norning took up tlieir 
march for Concord to participate in the events of 
the day. After the departure of tlieir liusba~~ds 
and sons for Concord many of the women gatliered 
up-their rilver and best clothing, took-their cliil- 
dren and Bibles, and bid in the woods. ll ie Br i t  

and they aere in ignominious flight ! At a shoat 
distance below the line of the town, where n preci- 
pice juts into the road, Smith halted and made a 
resolute attempbto re-form his column, w k h  w s  
partially snccessful. A few minutes nftemrdr ht. - 
was severely younded. Pitcairn, the evil geniua 
of the day, nns reserved for the bullets, of Bunker 
Hill. Tile other events of tlie day belong to the 
history of otlier towns. The bodies of three Brit,- 
is11 soldiers were buried by the side of the mad.. 
Five other bodies were gathered up tlie next day 
nnd buried in the old burying-ground in Lincoln, 
One of these had on a fine ruffled shirt, and a 
queue tied with a silk ribbon. He was supposed. 
to have been an officer. Tradition says that two 
others aere buried in a b a l l  near Lexington line, 
but the evidence is not sufficient to warrant the 
assertion. 

To write ill detail an account of the doings of 
tlie town and the services and sacrifices of its men 
and officers in tlie field and at home during the 
eight eve~~tful years that followed, would require 
a mucli larger space than is allotted to the his- 
tory of 1,incoln in this work. A few even@ may 
be noticed. A new orpnization of the militia 
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N made in February, 1'176, and Concord, Lex- 
@@on, Weston, Lincoln, and Acton were assigned 
ta the 6 i r d  regiment ; Eleazer B m k s  was com- 
missioned colonel, February 14, 1776, and held 
that office till October 15, 1778, wlwn he was 
Appointed brigadier-geoernl. Samuel Farrar was 
commissioned captain, and Samuel Hoar and James 
Parks lieutenants of tlie Lincoln company Feb- 
may 14;1776, and were in office Jlarch 7, 1780. 
Colonel Brooks commanded a regiment in the ex- 
pd t ion  to Ticonderoga, and Samuel Hoar was 
a lientenant in that expedition; both were at 
the surrender of Burpyne. Colonel Brooks com- 
minded a regiment of JCiddlesex men at White 
&ins in 1776, and Samuel Hart well mas his qmr- 

v r .  Colonel Brooks' regiment behaved with 
&at brsvey in the battle of White Plains, and 
naived especial commendation from General Wash- 
ington. Samuel Farrar commanded a compny 
at  the sntiender of Burgoyne's army in 1777. 
This appears to have been a volunteer company 
composed of Lexington and Lincoln men. John 
Hartwell w e  a lieutenant in Colonel Dyke's regi- 
ment in 1776, and a captain in the same regiment 
in 1777. Thirteen men from Lincoln were in 
dptain Harthll's company, and six others from 
Lincoln 'ia the same regiment. 

There were thirty-six calls upon the town for 
men Puring the war, besides repeated cab for pro- 
G o b ,  clothing, and blankets. In 1780 233,840 
w r e  granted to hire men for the army and 28,500 - mo* to parchase provisions and clothing, and in 
Janaary, 1781, E 16,240 more were grnnted for the 
same objects. Afterwards, d e n  men were called 
for, the town divided into as many classes as 
them clrere men called for, each class being re- 
qaired to furnish a man. In this r ay  individuals, 
u well u the town, became greatly embarrassed. 
Qwing the years of depression and gloom which 
followed the Revolutionary war, the people of Lin- 
coln continued steadfast and loyal in their attach- 
~mt to the government they had labored so Imrd 
to establish, and Shays and Shattuck found but 
one sympathizer and no followers here. The ef- 
forts of these deluded men to stay the proceedings 
of Uie courts and overtluow t l ~  government were 
regarded with abhorrence. 

The same spirit which animated the people of 
the town in the contest with Eughnd was mani- 
fested in the War of tlie Bebellion. In the former 
war a fev men were suspected of toryism, and one 
d t h y  and influential man left the town on the 

19th of April, 1775, n m r  to return. But not 'm 
in the Wnr of the &bellion; secewion had hen, 
no sympathizer or .pologist, and no one - man, 
womnn, or child - q p d e d  the contut with indif- 
ferenm: 

The first t o w n - d i n g  to act on matten per- 
taining to the war ra held JIay 13, 1861, and it 
was "Vokrl, That tm thousand dolhn be appm- 
priated to provide banty, arms, ammunition, cloth- 
ing, provisions, a d  extm pny for such of the 
inl~abitants OF. the tsrn as have enlisted, or ma? 
hereafter enlist, into the militay service of the 
United Stntes, and br aid to their Eamilies." 

July 28, 1863, om motion of Charles L. Tarbell, 
the town " Poted, Tbat 'eighteen hundred dollan 
be raised to pay n h t  men who may enlist as oar 
quota of soldiers in the service of the United States, 
and that said eiglltan hundred dollars be forth- 
with assessed upon the taxable property of the 
town, and a~ much d it as may be necessary be 
expended by tlie committee appointed at  a citizens' 
meeting in securing said mcruits; and that all 
persons be r e q u d  to pny the same to the col- 
lector on the presentation of their tax bills, on or 
before the first day of September next." Thia 
vote was pssed in a full meeting without a d id  
writing voice or vote; and, although it was known 
that the town d not enforce the payment of 
this tax, it mu immediately assessed and mom 
than nine-tenths of it was paid upon the present.- 
tion of the bills. Pour m k s  afterward, the torn 
" Voted, To pay ach volunteer who shall erdijt 
for nine moriths, sad be mustered in and credited 
to the quota of the tom, a bounty of two hundred 
dollars," and the apt cornmittee which recruited 
the volunteers for thee! years' service was requested 
to recruit the nine months' men. At the annual 
meeting in March, 1863, six hundred dollars were 
appropriated for the payment of aid to soldiers' 
families ; and at the November meeting the trcas- 
urer was authorized to settle with the state trerw- 
urer for the town's proportion of the volunteer 
bounty-tax. In tk spring of this year t o m  ofE- 
cen wen forbidden to pay bounties, and the gov- 
ernment resorted to drnfts. 

April 25,1864, karteen hundred dollan were 
voted to refund t h  money raised by subscription 
and paid for recmi* t w  volunteen in December 
and January. last. Seven hundred dollars mre 
voted at the same time to pay the veteran volun- 
teen belonging to Lincoln. June 13, 1864, 
Samuel H. Pierce, Rancis Ymith, and William F. 



Wheeler ,were-chosen a committee to recruit eight 
men at  least to serve the town as volwteers, and 
the treasurer was authorized to borrow twenty-five 
hundred dollars for the purpose. October el, 
1965, i t  was "Yoted, To refund to the citizens the 
money subscribed and paid by them last spring for 
procuring recruits to fig the quota of the town." 
Various other s u m  were voted during those yean 
for expenses incidental to tlie war and for bringing 
home and burying their dead. Of those who sac- 
rificed their lives for their country in this war, the 
tollowing deserve especial commemoration : - 

First-Lieutemut Thomas J. Parker enlisted as 
a private at the breaking out of the war, and con- 
tinned in active service until his death. He was 
trice promoted for meritorious conduct, and was 
mortally wopnded before Petersburg, March 25, 
1865. 

Oeorge Weston enlisted in the 44th regiment 
SepQember 12, 1862, and was commissioned 
second lieutenant in the 18th regiment March 4, 
11363. He- was wounded while leading his com- 
pany in the ,attack on Rnppalannock Station, No- 
vember 7,1865, and died of his wound January 6, 
1864. He was a young mnn of fine promise, a 
graduate of Harvard of the class of lSGO, and 
designed for the professio~l of law. A faithful 
de l imion  of his character may be found in the 
w n d  volume of the Hnrvard memorial. 
- Elibh H. Wellington enlisted in the 44th regi- 
ment at  the same time .as Lieutenant Weston, and 
d i d  of disease at Neabern, N. C., in the winter of 
1862. He was n young man of excellent charac- 
ter, uuivemUy,respected and beloved. 

The votes of the town given herewith convey, 
at the best, only a faint idea of the spirit wliicli 
+nimrrted tlie t o m  during the war of the Rebellion. 
They were, in fact, only the embodying in legal 
form and registering the spontaneous outbursts of 
e~~thusiasm and patriotism wbich characterized tl~e 
citizensJ meetup, wbere measures were discussed 

and moat of the war business transacted The 
writer of this narrative served $he towi 'on i$ 
bmrd of selectmen, as its treasurer, and on all itq 
rrcruiting committees .during the war, and can 
testify that he never wanted for a dollar,-never 
asked of any of his fellow-citizens any service or 
assistance connected with the war, which was not 
promptly and cheerfully rendered. 

Nor were the women of the t o m  wanting on 
their part.. They early enlisted in the work of 
providing hospital stores and comfdrts for the sick 
and wounded soldiers,-a work always "sanctified 
and ennobled by the blessed spirit which prompted 
its undertaking,-and which kept alive to the hut 
hour of need the earnestness so noticeable hi a 
New England community." 

Lincoln furnished seventy-nine men for Oe war, 
which was a surplus of four over and r h v e  dl 
demands.' The amount of money r a i d  and ex- 
pended by the town on account of the' war - 
$10,385.50, all of wliich was paid before the clowt 
of the year 1865. The town also expended $5,915 
for aid to soldiers' families, of which sum $3,206 
were reimbursed by the state. 

The history of the town to be complete should 
contain notices of its college graduates and the dii 
tinguished men who were born here, and early left 
their home for more promising fields of u s i f u ~  
and enterprise. A l~istory of the Brookset and 
Browns, Farrars and Flints, Hartwells and Efoan, 
Pierces and Russells, and others, would of itself 
fill a volume, and be a valuable contributiop to 
Pjew Bigland litmture. But the writer. must 
stop here. He commends the task to some on9 of 
tbe gifted sons of the town, 1~110 were trained in 
the halls of learning,>nd have the ability and cul- 
ture to do the subject justice. 

1 This number doer not include Mr. N. F. Colu i~ ,  who 
dioted for three yearn, went to Lynubeld in August, 1862. 
111bst13td by heit whilc preparing the cnmp-grounds, a d  came 
very n e u  losing hir life. 



. . 

L I T T L E T O N .  

UONG the ht! Indians con- 
verted to Christianity by the 

v. John Eliot were the sa- 
cliem Tahattawan, or hlinta- 
rance, and many of his people, 

-rho expressed a wish to be- 
come more civilized and have a 
town given tliem at Nasliobali, 
the Indinii name of the temtory 
now Littleton. ' On Map 14, 
4654, " In ansr. to the petii5on 

of Yr. Jno. Elliott, on behalf of ~ n e m l l  Indimis," 
tba General Court 'granted I~is retpest, viz., liberty 
for the inhabitants of Nmhop " and other places 
" to erect seuernll Indjan tounes in the places pro- 
pounded," thus incorporating them under the colo- 
d government. 

Daniel Oookia wrote, in 1674: tlNaslioLah b 
the sixth praying Indian town. This villnge is sit- 
uated in the centre between Cllelmsford, Lancnster, 
Grotbn, and Concord. I t  lieth from Boston about 
twenty-five miles west-northwest. The inhahi- 
tantn are about ten families, and consequently 
about# Gfty souls. The dimensions of tliis villnge 
.re lohi miles square. The lnnd i$ fertile, and 
d atored with meadows and woods. I t  Inth 
good p 6 ~  for L h  adjoining to it. The people 
live here, as in other Indian villages, upon plant-. 
hg corn, fishing, hu~iting, and sometimes hbour- 
ing with the English. Tlieir ruler &f late' years 
was John Ahatawnnee [son of the above-men- 
tioned], a pious mau; since his decense Penna- 
kennet, or Pennahannit, is the chief. Their 
teacZIer is named John Thorns, n sober and pious 
man. His fatlier was murdered by tlie Ifaquas in 
a secret manner, as he ms fishing for eels at  his 
wear. . . . . At this place they attend civil nnd 
religions order, as in the otlier pm$ng t o m ,  and 
they have a constable and otlier officers. 

"This t m  was deserted during the Bfaquas 
war, but is now a k i n  repeopled, nud in o hopeful' 
way to prosper." 

Pendunnet  was marshd-general of all the 

I .  

SBPB HABWOOD. . , 

Indian toms, nnd nttended tlieir chief coud.at 
Nntick; he m s  sometimes called Captain J o d ~  

It is remarkable thnt the soutllenstern part of 
Littleton, now called Xashobn, was .not a luit 'of 
the Indin  torn, but m s  very early !.settled ,by 
white pcq~le and cnlled Naslioba Farm. A fam- 
ily by tlie nnme of Slieprd \\-as living there in 
1676, during King Philip's IVnr.. M i t i o n  says' 
tlint, in February of that yenr, Nary Shepard, a 
girl.of fifteeu, was stationed on Qungana Hill, a 
small rising soutll of Nnshobn Hill, to warn her 
brothers, who were thresliidg, if nnt Indians a p  
peared; but they stole up behind her, killed the 
bmthrs, and camed tlie girl away to N ~ 1 1 a m y .  
[Lancaster], from whicli place she cscnped the 
same night, mounted a horse, swam the river, and 
rode home.  he Reed Iioust5, the ruiys .of aliich 
may still be seen at the foot of Nnshoba ~ i h ;  was' 
built as a gnrrison pmbnbly nbout tliis time. 

The pmjing Indians fared bd ly  during the war, 
being distrusted by both sides and fenred by the 
whites., During the month of Novembet, 1675, 
the Nasl~obnh Indians, numbering twelve men and 
forty-six women and children, were,. bp order of 
the General Court, taken to Concord and put un- 
der the chnrge of Mr. John Hoar, with tile double 
purpose of guarding and protecting them ; from 
there the: rere taken, in February, to the islands 
in Boston Harbor, whence. they were removed in 
May, part to Pnwtucket [Lowell] and.pnrt to Cam- 
bridge Village. Fen returned to Nnshobah, the 
greater number finally settling in Nntick or other 
places. ' 

Tllornas Dublett, alins Nepnnet, who, 6 t h  his 
wife Snmh, was among the fen rb returned to 
Nnshobah, acted as interpreter between a com- 
mittee of whites and one of the llostile sachems, in 
arranging a nmom of one of the nliite prisoners 
at  Nmhobnh in' the summer of 1677, for which 
service the court nwanled him two coats. 

Tlie Ldinns Imviiig almost deserted tlieir plan- 
tntion, tlie English bcgan to move into it, some by 
right of p u r c k ,  others without any right, a ~ l d  
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the neighboring towns, +y Groton, began to 
appropriate the land. I n  1683 the County Court 
of Middlesex appointed a committee " to run the 
ancient bounds of Nnshobey," who reported that 
Groton had taken into their bounds nearly half tlie 
Indian plantation ; also that the northwest comer of 
Nashobah hpd, according to the statement of Gro- 
ton men, encroached on their town to the extent of 
three hundred aud fifty acres. 

June 15, 1656, Colonel Peter Bulkley of Con- 
cord and Major Thomns Henchman of Chelmsford 
bought. of Keehonowquaw, daughter of John 
Tahattawan, and other Indians, for the sum of 
t 70, one half of Nashobah plaritation, lying on 
the ast side, I t  was laid out in the following 
January by Jonathan Danforth, whose plan shows 
the whole plantation. I t  was a nearly square 
quadrilateral, bounded northerly by Groton, east- 
erly by Chelmsford, southerly by Concord, westerly 
by Stow, the sides being about four miles in length : 
its position may be determined by the four corners, 

(fob) - nir -1 g I.J ir b m d r J  b9 ~our l  T- bormdr m r l k p s r l  :m 
w ~ I r  # lkmr q n d r r a .  ea8tward by Chrlm&rd bounda lhrce male & a hnrt ,  
I. SWIM b + RoUiw&pel~g,  I . ,  tro mitr, tmw.d b n . W  
b ~ ~ ~ i ~ d r r o / E ~ h ~  PraaIa110. k .  W ~ F - ~ ~ ~ ~ I I  -ow, 
I. lLtr l u l  hmr mu R r l l  i drgr & ) nul. l h r e  bong 9 nnplra marfie$ H 
fey' .w. I arna,) a d ~ *  r.rW H for t ~ #  am& -1 raw. 

=-&nos -a liaa a b r  & original ~bs atru,$,t 
haa tk p m c ~ t  bollnclr 

which were, as nearly as can be ascertain;d,,the 
present corner on Brown Hill, n pine-tree ncar the 
home of the late Barnabas Dodge, tlie southwest 
end of Napg Pond, and n point in tlie neigl~bor- 
hood of h~borough town-house. Previous to 
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this the Indians had sold a part d the plantation, 
lying north of the Bl~lkley and Henchman tract, 
to Peleg Lawrence and Robert Robbins of Gro- 
ton. Tliese sales did not (as some have assumed) 
join the land to the towns in which the purchaaur 
lived. 

That the fertile meadows of Nashobah should lie 
unclaimed was, as before intimnted, too much for 
the itching palms of tlie neighboring people of Con- 
cord, Chelmsford, Stow, and Lanmter, r h o  first 
severally, and then jointly, petitioned the General 
Court for parts or tbc whole .of the land, urging 
variow and ~veighty reasons why they sliould have 
it, not tlie least of which was that Groton people, 
who were quietly appropriating, without leave or 
license, all they could lay hands on, were getting 
more than their share. An investigating com- 
mittee, appointed in answer to the joint petition, 
reported, Xovember 3, 1711, the bounds oE tha 
plantation about the same as laid dorm by Jona- 
than Danforth in 1686, and stated t h t  Groton had 
"run into Nashobnh so as to take out near w e  
half and the bigest part of the meadows." They 
further state that the plantation coutaineh about 
seven thousand nine hundred and forty acres. 
They recommended that the place be- made a town- 
ship, with some addition from Concord, and 
Chelmsford, stating that there were alrendy five 
. families settled in GrotonJs claim, ten in the rti 
mldnder of the plantation, and three on Powers' 
farm, adjoining. 

The few surviving Indian proprietors, nearly all 
of whom lived in Natick, had then sold the re- 
mainder of their land; one half,. a strip about 
mile. wide and four miles long, having been pnr- 
chased by Walter Powers of Concord, May 9, 
1694, for £15; and the other half, of the same 
dimensions, by Josiah Whitcomb of, Lancaster, 
May 10, 1701. . I 

The following act of incorporation was passed 
by the General Court Tuesday, Kovember 3, 1714 
(0. S.) : " Upon consideration of tlie sevU Yetitiom 

Claims ~ l a t i n g  to the h n d  called PJnshoba 
Land. Or(lercd, That the said Naslloba Land be 
made a Township with the Addition of such ad- 
joining L n d s  of the Kcighboring Toms  whose 
owners shall Petition for that end 8 this Court 
shall think fit to grant. That y' sd Naslioba 
Lands llaring been long since Yurcliascd of y' 
Indians by Nr Bulkley 8 Hinchman one halfe, 
the otlier hnUe by Wlietcomb & Powers, that yo 
sd Yurcl~ose be couhlued to y* Children of p' C 
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Bulkley, Whctcomb & Powem & to Cap" Rob- 
ert Mears as assignee ,of May Hinchman, ac- 
cording to their mpective Proportions. Resew- 
ing to J. inhabitants who have settled within those 
bounds their settlements, with divisions of Land 
in-Proportion to y* grantees & sucli as shall Irere- 
after be admitted, y' sd Occupants or present in- 
habitants Paying proprt~on as others sllall pay 
for their alotments. Provided y* sd Plantation be 

- Settled with Tliirty-five fnmilys 8z an Orthodox 
Minister in three years time. 
'' And !' five Hu~rdred acres of Land be Reserved 

md layd obt for y' benefit of any of y* Desend- 
ants of y* Indian proprietors of y* C Plantation that 
may be surviving, a Proportion whereof to be for 
Sarah 'Dublet alias Sarah Indian, the Revrend MI 

,John h v r e t  & Spencer Pliips esqr to be trustees 
for y* d Indians to take care of y* sd Reserved to 
their use. 
" Aud it is tarther- ordered yt Cap'" Hopestill 

Browne Mr Timothy Wiley and blr Joseph Bur- 
nap of Reading be n Committee to lay out y' sd 
five hundred acres of Land reserved for ye I n h  
8 to rnnn ye line between Groaton & Naslloba at y* 
Charge of both pertyes Sr make Beport to this Court 
& however the line may divide y* land with re- 
gard to y* Townships y*' y' Proprietors on either 
ride may be continued in y' possession of their im- 
provenients p y i ~ r g  as afore sd, & no mans Leg1 
rite or Property in ye sd Lands is lrereby infringed." 

The grantees drew up a paper agreeing to throw 
all the land in common and draw out their several 
proportions, admitting as associates Paul Dudley, 
Esq., Addington Davenport, Esq., and Mr. Johu 
White, all of Boston. The paper is signed by 
Addington Davenport, Jona. Prescott, Walter Pow- 
en, Jno. White, John Hancock, Josialr Whet- 
comb, Joseph Bulkley, Daniel Powers, William 
Powers, Robert Bobbins, Robert Mears, John 
Bulkley, Increase Powers, Isaac Powers, Paul 
Dudley, Thos. Powers, and Eleazer Laurance. 

Of these original proprietors, a few lived in thc 
tom, the majority in the adjoining t o m .  The 
committee above mentioned made a report upon 
the Groton bounds, which they decided were the 
original ones, and tl~ougl~ rather indefinitely stated, 
wen probably the same as laid down by Jonathan 
Danforth and by a former committee of the Gen- 
an1 Court. 

The five hundred acres for the Indians were laid 
oat in the southeast comer of the t o m  as i t  was 
then, taking in prts  of Nagog urd Fort Ponds. 

The latter is so a l l 4  from an Indian fort, which 
once stood near its shores, and part of it Speerc'r ' 
End, from an Indim of that name. There ace 

1 many other things to indicate that quarter of the. 
tom as a favorite one with the red men; it ia 
now called Newtown, a nnme probably given to it 
about 1734, when, by sale from the lnst survivor, 
it came into the posseasion of white men. 

The name Littleton was given to tile & i  by 
act of the General Court, December 3, 1715 (a 
date wbich 1- been erro~leously given for the 
incorporation), as a compliment, it is said, to tho 
Hon. George Lyttletoi~, M. P., one , ~ f  tlre comml- 
sioners of the treasury, iii retunr for which the 
noble ge~rtleman presc~ited the tom11 with a church 
bell; but 011 account of an error in spelling, bj 
substituting " i " for " 7," the present was with- 
held, with the excuse that no such t o m  as L m  
ton could be found, and was sold by the person 
having it in cllarge. The first recorded town- 
meeting, for the choice of officers, was held March 
13, 1715 - 16 ; the selectmen cllosen were! Samuel 
Dudley, John Perrum, John Cobleigli, Bloses Whie 
ney, aud William Powers. On the 9th of May 
follo\ving, the Rev. Benjamin Shattuck, A. M., 
was chosen minister for the town, at a salary of 
$55 a year, to advance 201 a year until it 
amounted to £70. 

Mr. Shattuck was born in Watertom, ~ u l j  30,' 
1678, gradunted at IIarvard Callege in 1709, an$ 
for six years followii~g was teacher of the gram- 
mar and Euglisll school in Watcrtown, studyitrg 
for the ministry in the meantime. He wes or- 
dained the first miriister of Littleton, December 
25, 1717, and continued this corinection until 
August Z4, 1730, when it aarr agreed, by mutual 
conseut, that a council be d l e d  for his dismission. 
He continued to reside in the town, in the house 
now owned by Mrs. Eliza Hartwell, until his death 
in 1763. 

The first meeting-house - which we may imag- 
ine a rougli, barn-like structure, without bell or 
steeple, with doom on the east, south, and west 
sides - s t o d  ou the Old Common, in front of t l ~  
house of Johu B. Bobiuson, wliere it was located 
to lrccornmodnte those Co~lcord and Chelmsfod 
hmilies who wonliipped in it. Reference is made 
to a meeting-house in 1717, and it is probable 
that the building was in an unfinished condition at 
the time of Mr. Shattuck's ordination, and re: 
mained incomplete until the year 1723. 

Numerous attempta were w d e  to have the 



I ahmentioned fnmilii, among rhom were those 
ofW;ilter and John Powers, David Russell, and 
John Merriam, of Concord, living on Nashoba 
Farm, and six families of Chelmsford annexed to 
Littkton. T l ~ y  were for severnl years fml fram 
t l i r  ministers' nten in the towns to which they 
belon@, and fin;rlly, in 1725, the General Court 
granted tlie petition for annexation, as far as i t  
related to the Concord families; m d  a large tract 
of land, -that earliest settled bg white men, - 
extending fr6m N a p g  Pond nenrly to the Old 
Common, was rdcied to the town, enlarging the 
bounds in that directio~i to their present position. 
There was probably more of a village in that 

neighborhood then than now; the first buying- 
ground, some years since ploughed up, was there, 
on the Reed farm; ant1 cr little farther east, in the 
&,my be seen a well-preserved dam and mill- 
site beside the brook. 

Within the first score of years after the iucor- 
paration there mere laid out a great many roads, 
the most of them mere paths, marked by blazed 
tnes,'following very tortuoas and entirely diffemnt 
routes from the present; the road from Chelmsford 
to Groton, for instance, m3s througli the Old Com- 
mon,'acrow Turkey Swamp and Beaver Brook to 
Mr. Charles P. Hartwell's, then through the New 
Estate, turning eastward to tlie >fill Pond, and 
then westward thmugli Pingreyville. The first 
mad to Newtown started fmm the Old Common,' 

short distance east of the hte Captain Luther 
White's. The object in laying them out seems to 
)Ilm been to pass every one of the few scattered 
homes, rather thbn to go direct. 

Spmdp settled as the town wns, a great excite- 
ment was aroused in the yew' 1720, by an accusa- 
tion of witchcraft broqht  by three httle girls,- 
daughters of Thomas Blanchard, living on or ilcar 
Mr. Elbridge Jlarshd's farm, - agaiost JIB. 
Abigil  Dudley, an estimable woman, the wife of 1 

em part of the town, was divided in 1790, wbm 
tlie name New Estate was probably first applied. . . 

About the year 1733 the town of Stow brought . 
a claim against the proprietors of Littleton for a 
large tract of land now part of Boxborough, aqd 
relinquished i t  only upon the adverse decision of 
a lawsuit lasting many years. 

After an interim of nearly two years from the 
time of Rev. Mr. Shattuck's dismission the Rev. 
Daniel Rogers, "son of ye worsliipfull Mr. DanL 
Rogers, Esq.," mas ordained minister of the town 
;\larch 15, 1731-32. He graduated at .Haward 
College in 1725, and before coming to Libtleton 
preached at Byfield. 

With a change of ministers the town began to 
talk of building a new meeting-house, and it par 
decided that the location be changed to tha Ridge, 
Hill, as the centre of the town was called; accod- 
ingly in 1740 the town built their second meeting-. 
hou-se, forty by fifty feet in dimension with twenty- 
three feet posts, on the site of the present First 
Church (Unitarian). 

I t  wns customary for the men and women to mt 
separately in meeting, and to choose a committee 
once a year to assign the seats to the men accord- 
ing to what each paid, considering also '#age and 
dignity." General dissatisfaction and ail order for. 
a new seating was often tlie result of the commit-. 
tee's first eRort. At Narch meeting, 1742-43, the 
town voted "To cut up six feet of the two hind 
seats on the women's side next the alley to erect a 
pew at the town's cost for (Rev.) Mr. Shattuck 
and his wife so long as either of them live in 
town." 

Januay 4,1738-39, the General Court granted 
the petition of Peleg Lawrence and otlien of Groton 
to bc set off \nth their estates to Littleton, and the 
town bounds were tlieii extended in that direction 
from the onginal Xadiobb north line to the 'preti 
ent bounds between Groton and Littleton. 

Samuel Dudley, the first town-clerk. The death I Tlie desire for political honors does not seelp to 
of Mrs. Dudley in A u p t ,  resulting from an acci- / have poseeesed tlie people of this tonn to any great 
dent, put an end to the excitement and to t l~c  1 extent in tile olden time, for it was onlg when some 
s t n n p  and unaccountable actions of the cbildre~i, 
r ho  conlewd ia Lter yean that the! told- and 
acted a most diabolical lie. This was the last 
attempt in the country to revive tlie llorrars of 
Sialem. 

- The Proprietors of Littleton held meetitlgs sepa- 
mte from the citizens and kept separate records 
until the yexu 1755. The last lot of common hnd, 
mme one thousaud rcm, lying mostly 11 die north- 

niensure directly affecting ,the town, like a change 
of bounds, was to come before tlie court that it 
nVas thought worth aliile to send a represe~~tative, 
to which tile towu was entitled once in amrtain 
number of years, and pay liis expenses. 

The tow11 was repratedly fined for not being 
represented, in consequence of aiiicii a qmsen- 
tative would be chosen tlie following year for the 
sole purpose, apprentb, of getting the fine, re- 



'mittcd, in which they. were generally successful. 
On om occasion the town voted to send i repre- 
sentative if any one would go on half-pay, and on 
bnother if any one would go for E 12. 'Captain 
Isaac Powers accepted the offer, and was accord- 
ingly electerl wi thoit opposition. - 

In  the year 17-19 \rolves were so plenty and 
troublewme that the town owered, in connection 
with some of the acljoining towns, a bounty for 
thhr  lmds in addition to that offered by the prov- 
ince, with the stipulation that the aolvesJ ears be 
cut! off to prevent a second claim for botintp on 
the dame head. 

.,Onti1 almos6 nlodern times it was cutomary to 
vote at every 3larci1 meeting allether the s-e 
shoukl go at large during the ensuing year. Al- 
most invariably previous to 1500, and occasionally 
after that, the swine were allo\ved to m m  at will, 
provided each one had a ring in his nose, which 
it was the duty of the hog-reeves to insert, to 
prevent rooting. 

- The discontent at the oppression of British taxa- 
tion found exprhsion in town-meeting at Littleton 
March 5, 1770, the day of the Boston Massacre, 

" PI& the following Persons a committee to covider 
of same proper Xeasures for tlre Town to Come into'with 
Begud to the non-in~prtation of Goods, rie. Samn Tut- 
Ut, Leonard Wbiting. Sam" Rogers, Robert Harris, Nathan 
&pod wha uuule n p r t  of tho following Hesolves which 
the Town Voted to accept. 
" TL Grierow Impositions the Inhabitants of the british 

Colonies have 10% suffered from their JIother Country 
r h n g l y  claim their atteution to every legal Method for 
tbair ILemoval. 

"We esteem the Measures already proposed. viz. the 
withdrawing our T& from Great Britain both emnomi- 
Oal & ellectual, FVs therefore Vote 
" 1" Ttat we Rill not (kuowiqly) directly or Indirectly 

purchase any britislr Goods that have been or may be ini- 
ported contrary to the pitriotic agreement of tlie Mer- 
chants of the Tom1 or Boston. 
. E If any Illhabitant of this Town of Litkleton shall be 
known to purchnse any article of auy Importer of Goods 
cbntmy to tlre aforesf agrcament or of any one who shall 
purchase of any such Importer he shall sutler our high 
Displeasure and Contenipt. 

That the sltmc Committee be also a Committee to 
Inspect the Conduct of all Buyers & Sellen & to report 
the m a  or all ( i  any such there slrall he) r h o  violate the 
true spirit and Intention of tlie aforegoing Votes and Reso- 
lutions, to the T o m  at  their next Jleeting. 

3v Voted that we Rill not drink or purclrase any foreign 
Tea bowsaver imported until1 a general Importation of 

. . british Goods shall take Place." 

The resolutions were published in the Bortoa 

Gazette of March 1%' I n  the same p r  the tom 
purchased a bell for the meeting-how, but thew 
being no steeple, the bell was hung on a frame sep- 
arate from the building. Tile committee to buy it 
reported that they had purclmsed a ".Bell h a n u b  
tured in this Province" at a cost of 2 7 8  01. 91 A. 

December 31, 1772, the to\vn met to cotlsider a 
letter and pamplllet on the subject of the times, re- 
ceived from the town of Boston, and chose a com- 
mittee on it. A conservative majority reported, 
February 1, tllnt the town take 110 action iu the 
matter. The report wss rejected and a draft of a 
reply accepted, asserting confidena in the British 
constitution, but calling upon the Genrrnl Court 
to make an effort to remove the consequences of 
certain acts of parliament endangering tlie peaa 
and security of the Province and to restore conti- 
dence between England and her colonies. As this 
reply was considered by some not strong enough, 
it wss withheld until after the &rch meeting, 
when it was amended, and a more extended list of 
grievances added. I t  is noticeable t h t  about this 
time a change took place in the admitlistration df 
town affairs. Several men who had held prominent 
town offices but who were quite conservative, and 
some even i~lclined to toryism, were very suddeuly 
left in retirement, and those chosen in their places 
who took active parts in the Revolutionary War. 

In the hiiddlesex Convention of ilugust 31,1774, 
there were from Littleton Captain Josiah Hartwell, 
Oliver Hoar, and Daniel Rogers, Jr.  September 
26, Robert Harris was chosen a delegate to the 
Provincial Congress to be held at Salem, and hbel 
Jewett to the one to be held at Concord. 

The alarm of April 19, 1775, reached Littleton, 
and was quickly responded to -by Lieutenant 
Aquila Jerett's company of militia, numbering 
four officers and forty-two men, who marcl~ed to 
Concord, where some of the me11 dropped out, while 
the rest follotred the enemy probably to Cambridge, 
as they marched twenty-six miles. Undoubtedly 
many others not belonging to an orgarrised com- 
pany went as volunteers. 

The following month the town voted to purcllase 
a number of fire-arms with bayonets, and it is 

that a new compny of minute-men nas 
formed, as r e  find the following paper bearing date 
of June 18, 1775 : - 
" We the Submibers having Received nmmnni- 

tion out of the Town Stock of said Town, Do prom- 
ise to Keep & Return the same again -into mid 
Stock Except obliged to use the same in Defence 



LITTLETON. 
0 

40 

of our Bights and Privileges when calld By an While a divinity student he shouldered his musket 
dam "; signed by tliirty-sis men, with the amount and went to face the enemy at Coilcord and Lex- 
of ponder, bullets, niid flints delivered to each. ington. He represented his district both in the 
. Among the rolls of the army at Cambridge, An- senate and house after the war of 1812 (in which 
gust 1, we find still another company in which nine three of his sons held commissions) ; on one occk 
officers, including tlie captain, Samuel Gilbert, and sion preached the election sermon,and was a delegate 
tue~ity-five men, were from Littleton, with others to tlie constitutionitl convention of 1830. He died 
from neighboring t o m .  March 28, 1826, in the forty-sixth year of his 

To trace the men from this town thronghout tlie ministry. His ministry can hardly be called a 
war would take too much space ; suffice it to say p w f u l  one; he was settled not ivithou,, opposi- 
that the writer has collected the names of one hun- tion, partly on account of wliicll the movement for 
dred and fortg-seven men who served at various a new parish was started, which resulted in the for- 
times. The smoke from tlie burning of Charles- mation, in 1783, of the district of Boxborough, 
town, June 17, was distii~ctly seen at Littleton, tnking from Littleton a large corner; tllen the bur- 
and caused great alarm. dens of the war, which altogether cost the town 

June 17, 1776, a few days before the Decla- E 126,172 168. 10d. in inoney of various values, 
ratiou of Independelice, the town voted that "If bore so heavily upou the people that they found it 
the Hoiiorable Congress should for tlie Safety of difficult to pay Mr. Foster's salary, and be wan 
the Colonies Declare them Independent of the obliged, on one occasion, to sue for it. 
Kingdom of Great Britain {he Inhabitants of Lit- The meeting-house was out of repair, and after 
tleton eugage to support tliem in the rnel)sure." much discussion and many votes, afterwads recon- 

The selectmen this year were Jonathan Reed, sidered, it was voted decisively, December 31, 
William Henry Prentice, Aaron Jewett, hbel 1792, to build a new house on the same spot, and 
Flpkher, and Jeremiali Cogswell. the t o m  proceeded to erect their third meeting- 

Strenuous measures were taken to make men house, " SO x 55 feet with a steeple and porclres"; 
decbre themselves whether loyal to the cause of it was finished in the summer of 1794. It waa 
the colonies or not; and, if not, they were either evidently considered a grand ,affnir, and from dl 
guarded or forbidden to leave their premises. accounts was really quite an imposing building. 

It is related (that one day a squad of soldiers I t  was provided with a new bell i11 1808. . 
under commallrl gf an officer called upon Rev. Mr. Of Littleton's record in the war of 1812 little ia 
Qgers, who lived where Mr. James Hussey now known, the town records not making the least all@- 
lives, to come out and declare Ilimself ; he did not sion to the war. h number of men from the town 
appear, and several ehots were fued which passed served in the war, but how many the writer is ua- 
through the front door and paiiels to tlie staircase, able to state. 
upon which Mr. Rogcrs was standing. He then December 4, 1815, Rev. Xr. Foster preached a 
came out and made declara,tion. The bullet-holes century sermon on t h  history of the tom, an 
may be seen yet, thougli the house has been moved. able and interesting discourse, which has been frd- 
Sotwithstanding this incident, Mr. Rogers wvas quently referred to in uriting this article. I t  ia 
much beloved gnd respected by his people, and unfortunate that it was delivered a year too lata 
throughout hi long ministry the utmost harmon? for the true centennial anuiversary. From t b  
apprentlgexisted in tlie church. In January,, 1776, sermon we learn that the post-office at that time 
k i n g  old, be asked a dismissioa, but it was refused; was on the " great road," as it is called, probably 
at  the same time it was decided to give him n col- at tlic "long store," now the ddwelling-house of 
l=lW- I ( 311. Ralph Parker. 

Rev. Edmund Foster iras ordained January 17, 
17S1, and succeeded to tlic ministry on the clcatli 
of Mr. flogers,in iXovcrnber, 17S2. Mr. Foster 
was born at Xorth Reading, Massachusetts, April 
18,175%, and was left an orplm~ allell wven years 
old; he worked his way througll Yale College, and 
afterwards studied for tlie ministry. Both Hamad 
d Yale conferred hoa~rary degrees upon him. 

About lS lS  or 1820 the peace of the church 
i n s  disturbed by the prescncc of preachers from 
abrond, who held meetings ia tlie interest of va- 
rious denomi~iations. llmong tliem ms one from 
Andover Theological Seminary, sent, it is said, 
with tlie special purpose of d n i i n g  members away 
from Mr. Foster's church, on account of his active 
opposition, while in the legislature, to the bill to 



oblige all ministers to have a license from that in- 
stitution. Mr. 'Poster had ruling elders appointed 
to assist him in bringing back to communion those 
who absented themselves to hear tile "itinerant 
md disorderly .preachers." He sometimes at- 
tended the meetings llimself to refute the speakers, 
and 011 one occasion, anno~uming that lie was the 
minister of tlie town, took the chair and dismissed 
the meeting. 

-&v. Benjamin Willard preached at various 
times, from 1820 to 1823, iii the interest of the 
Baptist denomination, and Mardl 14, 1821, a so- 
ciety was organized with twelve members. Mr. 
Faster rnled his people with a rod of iron, and not 
one was allowed to leave the church to join the 
new society without a vote of public censure. 

Ttte first Baptist meeting-house mas built i n  
lsee, of brick, and stood where Mr. John P. 
Tuttle now lives; it was dedicated July 9, 1823, 
when h. b a s a  Sanderson was ordained, and 
acted as pastor until March 23, 1831. The'suc- 
ceeding ministers were Rev. Silas Kenney, 1831 - 
1834; Rev. 0. Ayer, 1837-1813 ; Rev. T. H. 
Lmt, April, 1844, to March, 1845 ; Rev. Aaron 
Haynes, April, 1845, to -, 1847 ; Rev. B. H. 
Clift, June, 1847, to February, 1848 ; Rev. George 
Mathews, May, 1848, to -, 1838; Rev. F. 
E. Cleaveq, June, 1852, to October, 1867 ; Rev. D. 
P. Lampson, July, 1858, to April, 1861; Rev. C. 
M. Willard, August, 1861, to November, 1867; 
&v.- C. L. Frost, August, 1868, to June, 1869 ; 
Bev. J. F. Morton, September, 1869, to Septem- 
ber, ,1878; Rev. B. N. Spery, January, 1873, to 
May, 1875 ; Rev. William Read, July, 1876, to 
M.7, 1878 ; Rev. Paul Qallaher, November, 1878. 
The brick meeting-house was burued, probably by 
an incendiary, August 5, 1840, and the pre3ent 
wooden one waa then built at the Old Common, 
m d  dedicated June, 1841. 

In  1835 the town purchased a farm on which 
to support the poor. 

After the death of Mr. Foster the town voted, 
October 119,1827, to call Rev. William H. White to 
settle as minister. He was born in Lancaster, Mnss., 
ul 1798, and lived on n fann in Westminster until 
twenty-one, when he fitted, for college under the 
tuition of Rev. Dr. Steams of Lincoln. Mr. White 
graduated at Brown University in 1824, and at 
Cambridge Divinity School in 1827 ; he received a 
call to preach in Kingston, Mass., but preferred 
Littleton, where he ras ordained January 8, 1828. 

We learn that it had long been his ambition 

to settle in this town and win hts predetxsds 
1 daughter, Sarnh Bnss Foster, whom he married a. 
I year after his ordination. He died July 25,1853, 
I in the twenty-sixth year of liis ministry. He was ' succeeded by Rev. Frederick R. Neaell, September, 
I 1854, to November, 1856; Rev. Eugene Denor- 
I mandie, February, 1857, to July, 1863; Bm. 
Albert B. Verse, June, 1864, to .June, 1869; 

1 Rev. David P. Muzzey, October, 1869, to April, 
1 1871 ; Rev. T. H. Eddowes, January, 1873, to 
1 December, 187%; Rev. S. R. Priest, January,' 
I 1873, to August, 1874; Rev. J. Wingate Wink- 
ley, March, 1876. In 1841 the society took down 
their old church and built the present one on the 
same spot, the fourth building of the First Parish. 

We liave to record the formation,.within -8 feu. 
years of each other, of tl~ree other societiq, *ir. 
the Universalists, the Uniouists, and tile* Orthodox 
Congregational. 

Tlie Universalists held meetings in the Centn 
school-house and in Chamberlin's Hall from 1830 
until December, 1846, when they boughtat auction 
the meeting-house the Unionists had built 8 ferr: 
years previous, a short distance mqt of the present 
union school-house,on the old road between the Cen- 
tre and Common. The house was burned by an ie-' 
cendiary in 1847, after which the society disperred. 

The Unionists, or Millerites, were an outcome 
from the Bnptists, in wliose meeting-house Willism . 
Miller first preached in town. They built a small 
meeting-house for themselves in 1840. Tb con- 
tinued existelice of the -world beyond the time tiley 
Iud fixed for its destruction was a blow which the 
society did not aunire. 

The Ortllodox Congregationalists withdrew fmm 
tlie First Church in 1840, and formed their society. 
March 23, and their church May 14, of that year. 
They met in the hall over George Lawrence's Yel- 
low Store until the present meeting-house aas 
completed in the fall of 1841. Their pastors haw 
b&n Rev. J. C. Bryant, October, 1840, to M a d ,  
1845 ; Rev. James M. Bacon, October, 1846, to 
November, 1849 ; Rev. Daniel H. Bnbcock, April, 
1851, to February, 1853 ; Rev. Elihu h m i q  
October, 1854, - , 1870; Rev. Henry E. 
Cooley, May, 1872, to October, 1874 ; Rev. George 
E. Hall, September, 1875, to February, 1877; 
Rev. William Sewall, March, 1877. 

The Littleton Lyceum was o r g a n i d  k m -  
ber 2, 1829, through the efforts of Rev. Mr. 
White, and has been continued every winter until 
the present day. It was at fimt a debating &ety 



with an l e c t w  p m d i n g  the debate, 
but has of late yean, developed into a lecture 
course, which, from its antiquity and the quality 
of its lectures, is the pride of the town. 

The first mention of schools in the t o m  records 
is 1111der the date of March 31, 1725, when i t  was 
voted cc that the selectmeu provide a school ma5  
tu." They hired John Powers. At that time and 
far many years after, it was the custom to have 
one school from four to six months in the year, 
kept -in private houses, and geuerally moving from 
one part of the town to another during the time, but 
in some years3it was kept wholly in the Centre. 

May 19, 1760, the town voted " to abate Mr. 
Stephed Shattuck the &tea for his Son's Poll ye 
last year on condition his Son Goes to college the 
next year." 

Repeated attempts to pass votes for school- 
houses were unsuccessful until 1795, when the 
t o r n  voted to build five, but af tern& changed 
the number to four, which were built the-following 
year, the South near the house of J. A. Priest, 
the West near the present school-house in that 
quarter, the North near the " long-stpre," and the 
East at  the cdrner of the road near the house of 
Mr. Elbridge Marshall. 

Tbis arrangement was unsatisfactory, as it left 
the Centre and Old Common without school-houses, 
and a ,  long struggle for changes was commenced, 
wbich resulted in building school-houses in the 
Centre and at Kaehoba in 1822, --of brick to pre- 
vent their being moved, -and the moving of some 
of the others; after another struggle a schod- 
house was built on tlie Common hi 1843, making 
seven in all. This number was preserved with're- 
newah of buildings, and slight cliaages in location, 
until 1867, when the Union school-llouse, wit11 
grammar and ptimary schools, was built for the 
Common and C~ntre villages combined. For the 
past few y a k  a high scliool, of olle term yearly, 
has bee11 kept ib the brick town-house. 

The selectmen during the Rebellion were in 
1861-62 Joli~i F. Robbins, John Cutter, aud 
James A. Parker; in 1863-64-65 Joseph A. 
Priest, Willianl Kimball, and George I\.'. Sander- 
son. The torn-clerk ill 1SG1, alrtl all tlirougii 
the war, was I\'illiam Kimball. 

The first town-meeting to consider matters re- 
lating to the war was held Nay 1, 1SG1, when it , 
was voted to nise by taxation one thousand dol- 

the town ten d o h  a month while in the sen&, 
and to provide for their families. !In July a am- 
mittee consisting of Richard Hall, F. P. Knpvlton, 
Thomas S. Tuttle, and Benjamin Ed& wen 
chosen to act with the selectmen in expending the 
money appropriated, In July, 1862, it was voted 
to pay a bounty of one hundred dollars to each 
three years' volunteer, and in August, 1863, the 
bounty was raised to one hundred and twenty-five 
dollan. I t  was'also voted to keep a full rmrd 
of each volunteer belonging to the town. The 
town continued recruiting and paying bountiea 
until the end of tlie war. 

The whole number of men furnished, was o m  
hundred and seventeen, a surplus of eighteen over 
all demands. Two were commissioned officera 
When the nine months' volunteers were d y  to 
leave, the people met and escorted them in pro- 
cession to Central Hall, where a full meeting.- 
held to bid farewell to and encourage them. - 

I n  one instance the tawn brought home and 
buried at  its own expense one of the slain. The 
total amount of money appropriated and expended 
by the town on nccount of the war, exclusive of 
state aid, was $11,104.33. In addition to this, 
the ladies under the presidency of the late Mn. 
S. B. White formed a Soldiers' Aid Society, a d  
sent many boxes of clothing, bandages, and coin- 
forts to the seat of war. I 

A Farmers' Club formed February 22;' 1869, 
has had three successful town fairs, in 1870,1873, 
and 1874. 

Littleton is almost entirely a farming town; 
there are three stores, and two mills for grinding 
and sawing. About the time of the Revolution 
there was a factory for dressirig cloth on the brook 
near the llouse of Peter Sd Whitcomb; it was 
o\med by a stock company, which- had in 1779 
seventeen share-holders, mostly residents. The 
population in 1875 was 950 ; in 1860,1,063 1 ru~d 
in 1776, 918; this number, hosever, included 
many who were soon afterwads set off t o  Box- 
borough, so that the number hns not beell so cou- 
stant as would appear a t  first sight. 

The valuation of tlre town was in 1860 
$(iCIG,270; in 1865, $602,720; in 1875, S707,835. 

The town has been represented in the state sen- 
ate by Rev. -Mr. Foster, Hon. Jonathan Hartwell; 
and Ho~i. Joseph -4. Harwood, who is now a memo 
ber of the executive council, holding the highest- 

h, a d  to nuthorize the selectinen to borrow 
more, if ~ d e d ,  to pay each soklier belongii~g to 

ofice yet attained by a citizen oflittleton. 
'rl~e shtesaglreer of the i Ioosc Tunoel, corn- 
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plated in 1875, was Benjamin D. Frost of this 
town. 

A few facts selected at random illustrate the 
many c l q  in customs duril~g a century. Fint, 
the inventories of 1770 and 1771 give the number 
of slaves owned as eight. A carriage was a great 
luxury, and subject to a duty ; in 1786 the t o m  
boasted two oaly, - both chnises. Tlie selectmen 
wen empowered to warn out of town ally persons 
whpm they thought likely to become pupen, or 
for other reasons. In 1790, all persoils who h d  
qme to tom since 1767 were rnnled out. TIN 
chief items of expeuse for tlie funenl of the town's 
&st peuper were.for kid gloves and rum I 

The Milroads runuiug through the town are the 
- Etchburg, with a station in the westerly part, dis- 

t a t  thirty-one miles from Boston, and the Stony 
B w k ,  with a flag-station in the north part, distant 
helve mil- from Lowell. 
Since the buildiug of the railroads the local 

travel has gradually diminished, SO t h t  it does ]lot 
support a hotel, and the tmveller through the town 
must depend upon the hospitality of the citizens. 

words, ('Pay To-day and Trust TO-mmw," with 
the date 1768, is still in tlie house. O t l ~ r s  wen 
kept by John Fox and Leonard Whiting 
in the Centre, previous to the Revolution ; by 
Saml. Gilbert, and afterwartla by Captain Kidder, 
called the Tremont House (where the Baptist p r -  
sonage stands) ; by Sirneon Proctor (where Solo- 
mon 5. Plngg  row lives), and by Madison Loriog 
(in the house liow occupied by J. \V. hdnms) 
and h u e 1  Smith on the Common in hter 
times. The Tremont House was struck by light2 
ning and burned in 1842 or 1843. SmitliJs hotel 
was afterwards kept by J. BI. Colburn, William 
Chamberlin, Bojnton Needham, aud others, and 
last by George D. Brown, \olio owned it when it 
was burned iu 1878. I t  hnd not been a publio 
house for a number of rears. 

The torn hns two kmneteries remaining; the 
first, at Nashoba, having been long since desq 
crated, as before mentioned. The one at the Coni- 
mou was laid out in 1721 ; we give two of its 
epitaphs : - - 

M m z m  Mom . 

HERB W B ~  TE BODY 01 D a  Eswrr DOLE 
O? UCASXEB, d 33 YBS. 6 YOS. & 3 01- ' . 

he unfortunately fell with 3 others f 9th of Mu. 1776 by 
a Cannon Ball from our cruel & u m t d  Foes J. B* 

- - Troops alule on his Duty on Dorchester Point, 
No w k g  giv'n, uncerelnouious fate ! 
A sudden nu11 from life's n~eridian joys I 
A nrench from all we are, fro111 all we lore. 

Whnt a change From yesterday I 
Thy darling hope so uear (Long laboured prize) . ' 
Oh how alllbition flushed Thy glowing chek,  

. , *  Ambition truly great, of virtuous praise. 
And oh ! ye Lst (what can word express, 
Thought reach) j e  last last silence of a friend. 
Meaning hh entrance into Boston whict so poon took 
Pka & on which his ttart WM muck wt. . 

. .  . 

When Qad doth take from us the k t  

In former times there were many taverns ; the first, 
kept by Samuel Hunt, is mentioned as enrly as 
1723 ; it probably stood nenr the house of P. S. 
Whitcomb. Anotl~er was the Lawrence tavern, 

Who WIU a pattern to ns all 
But God cau %re a loader call 
A I ~  ~ a r t h l y  Parents now behold 
The pr ia  of Grace is more than gold 
Prepare to meet JOW Childnu first 

kept in the house nor occupied by Hairy Crane ; At tb I(cnurstion Just- 

* t h s r i g a , w r ~ c h w u p i v t d a w l r l * r d t l u a I ~ o d Y I 1 h m ~ r l P 1 ~ ~ h b ~ ~ I ~ o f b . F  



' L O W E L L .  

BY ALPBED OILMAN. 

OmELL, in %fiddlesex County, 
Stnte of Mas,sad~usetts, was 

r I ,- , taken from the northeasterly 
I '/ j part of Chelmsford. I t  is rie 
I 1 I uated twentpfive miles north 

. ,* I by rest from Boston, ill latitude 

E 
' 41" 35' 46" north, longitude 

- P 0 
I I 19' &'nest from Greenwich. ' 1 It is bounded on Qe noith and hyi&4*J a r t  by Dracut, on th6 east and 
south by Tewksbury, hiid on 

tbe south &d west by Chelmsford. Its original 
bounds, as defined in the charter, were as f6lloas : 
" Beginning at ~ferrimack River, at a stone post, 

about two hundred rods above the mouth oPPan- 
tucket Canal, so called, thence running sobtherly 
in a straight course, until it strikes the hfiddlesex 
Canal, at  a point teu rods above the canal bridge, 
near the drellitig-house of Henq C o b m  ; thence 
southerly on said cam1 twenty rods ; thence n due 
east course to a stone post a t  Concord River." 
I t s  area is 7,735 acres, or a b u t  twelve sqhare 
miles. Since its incorporation as a tom,  in 1826, 
it has received two additions from Tewksbury on 
the east, two from Dracut on the north and met, 
and one from Chellnsford on the wmt. These addi- 
tions will & appropriately noticed. 

The territory now beloilging to the city of Losell 
ras originally gnuted to Cambridge, June 2,1641, 
and again June 14, 164%. This gnn t  was condi- 
tional. " All the land l~ir ig upon Shasshin R~ver,  
and between that and Concord Ryver, atid Lcltceea 
tkalaircldieztikoark Ryner,not foimerly granted by 
this Court, nre granted to Cambridge, so as 61iey 
erect a village there within five years, a d  so as it 
shall not exteud to prejudice Charlestome villn~e, 
or the village of Cochitnwit" (Andover), etc. Tliis 

. 
that there n r e  two villages of Indians inhabiting 
the temtory on wliicli Losell stands.' The W a m ~  
sits occupied the land on both sidb bf C d n d  
River, and the Partuckets, the region in thslvi- 
cinity of Pnvtucket Falls. They belonged t b  dm 
tribe. Allen, iu his History of CAel~asfootd, says, 
" I t  was customar~ to call tliose of tlie same nation' 
or tribe by the different names of the v i l l i p  st 
diicli the? resided. Inattelltion to this ' c i r d  
stauce has introduced great uncertainty and con; 
fusion in those tnnsactions of the tom-which 
related to the Indians in Wanlesit and Pawtucket. 
Tliey belonged to the same tribe, and, living so near 
together, constituted but one village. *Th'ey are 
sometimes called Pantuckets; more commonly, 
Wamesits."~ 

Lowell can claim no share in the patriotic efforts 
that achieved our independence. The hist~ry of 
these belongs 6 Chelmsford, Dracut, and T e w b  
burp. The names of Ford, Walker, Splding, 
Parker, Tarnurn, and Clark are still held in vener- 
ation, and will continue to be until patriotism 
ceases to be a virtue. 

Two important enterprises, both connected with 
the present territory of Lowell, were inaugurated 
in the pa r s  1792 aii(1 1793. Dudley A. !l"pg, 
William Coombs, a d  others were incorporated as 
The Proprietors of the Locks and Canals on Mer- 
rimrck Riwr August 8, 1792, and James Sulli- 
Ynn, Esq., and others were incorporated June 22, 
1793, as Tlie Proprietors of the hliddlesex Canal. 

Tlie Locb  and Canal Company was formed to 
improve the iim-iption of hlerrimack River. The 
grcnt obstacle in tlie nay, at this period, was Paw- 
tucket Falls. They wel? so prccii~itous, tlie cumnt 
so tioleut, and tlie rocks iri tlie clinnnel so abun- 
dant, that it was impossible, unless i time of a 

grant was confirmed absolutely March 7,1613-11, 1 freshet, to run lumber owr them r i t l  m~y p m ~ .  
and included the preseiit town of Billerjca, portions ' pet of success. The water in Concod River, 
of Bedlad and Carlisle, and a part of T e ~ k s b u v  I ~vhich enters tlie Uemmack below Parluckd Falls, 
m d  Chelmsford, or of both. " All the land between. 
Crmmrd and ~ e m m a c k  riven" includes Lowell. 

In  order to prevent coafusio~~, it is well to b t e  

is thirty-tno feet loner than tlie water af tllr head 

', &,* _,y of Lowe,,, ca,,,~,ie, si,. 
kri* and cklmrror& v c ~  1. --ED. 



of the fall3 in Jlerrimack River. . Previous to the 
building of the canal around Pawtucket Falls, the 
ldmber and wood that came d o n  the blerrimack 
had to be teamed around the falls and then made 
up into mfta. 

The canal was opened in 1796. Its length is 
about one and one half miles, and it has four sets 
of 'loch. Its direction is nearly east. I t  cost 
$50,000, and the stock was divided into five hun- 
dred shnres. The yearly dividend on these shares 
viried from two to ten per cent. As it ploys an 
important part in the history of Lowell proper, it 
will call for further notice. 

At the opening, the directors, and other gen- 
tlemen who were invited, occupied a boat that was 
to make the first trip through the locks. Hun- 
dreds stood arouud to witness the passage, - men, 
women, and children. " Scarcely had they entered 
the first lock," says Allen, "when the sides sud- 
denly gave way. The water, burst* upon the 
spectators with great violence, camed many down 
the stream. Iuhnta were separated from their 

' mothers, children from their parents, wives from 
their husbands, jonng ladies from their gallants, 
mdmen, women, timber, broken boards, and pla~iks 
rere seen promiscuously floating in the water. . . . . 
All caae safely to land without any material in- 
jury." 

Daring the year 1792 Parker Varnum of Dra- 
Cut and othem, incorporated as The Proprietors 
of the Middlesex Merrimack River Bridge, built 
the firat bridge across the Merrimack at Pawtucket 
Falb. I t  was built of wood. Previous to this, 
the conveyance across the river had been by a toll 
fay-bbat. The average width of the river in 
Chelmsford is about four hundred yards. 

In May, l79%, a number of gentlemen held a 
meeting to consider .the project of "opening a 
canal from tlie waters of the Memmack, by Concord 
River, or in some other way, through the waters 
of Mystio River, to the town of Boston." There 
were present at this meeting the HOII. James Sulli- 
van, Benjamin H d ,  Willis Hall, Ebenezer Hall, 
Jonrthan Porter, Loammi Baldwin, Ebenezer Hall, 
Jr., Andrew Hall, and Samuel Swan, Esq. Sulli- 
van, Baldwin, and Ebenezer Hall were chosen a 
committee to obtain an act of incorporation. They 
presented a petition to the Geneml Court, and their 
petition was granted in an act of incorporation 
dated June %%, 1793, and on the same day it was 
signed by John Hancock, governor of the com- 
monwealth. Hon. James Sullivan was chosen 

president, Loammi Baldwin, Esq., and Hon. John 
Brooks, vice-presidents. 

The survey was completed August 2, 1794. 
The work on the c a d  was proaecated with great 
caution from the commencement+e tlie year 1803, 
at  which time it was so far completed as to be 
navigable from the Xerrimack to Charles River. 

This canal was thirty-one miles long, thirty feet 
wide, and three feet deep. I t  was fed by Concord 
River, lmd seven aqueducts over rivers and brook, 
and twenty locks. The company had the privilege 
of converting Concord River into a canal for tvea- 
ty-three miles of its extent, through the t o m  of 
Billerica, Bedford, Citrlisle, Concord, and S u d b q .  

The improvements in the navigation of the 
Memrnack in connection with the canal were : the 
locks built at Wickasee Falls, round w s  hland, 
which were afterwards rendered useless on account 
of the back flowage when Pawtucket Ihm was 
built ; the locks at Moor's Falls, at Little CL m, 
at Short's F d s ,  at Moor's Big Falls, at hoskcag  
(now Jlanchester), at Hooksett Falls, Craven'a 
Falls, and Turkep Falls, a little below concord. 
Going up, those locks had to be used; but, coming 
down, the boats, in an ordinary state of water, nn 
the falls. 

In 1851 the proprietors surrendered their ohar- 
ter, and in 1852 sold the property in sections, and 
the owners of land on its borders w m ,  in most 
cases, the purchasers. On the Sd of October, 
1859, says Cowlep, the proprietors were dedared, 
by a decree of the Supreme Judicial Court, to have 
forfeited all their franchises and privi lep by rea- 
son of non-feasance? non-user, misfeasance, and 
neglect. 

BEGINNING OF MAKlJFACPOBES. 

" h 1801 Moses Hale set up a carding-machine 
in his mill on River Meadow Bmok." This fact 
is stated by Allen in his history of Chelmsford, 
and is corroborated by Mr. Bernice 5. Hale, one of 
his (Jloses Hale's) descendants, in a paper read 
before the Old Residents' Hiatorical Association, 
November 10, 1876. 

In 1807 sundry Masonic brethren. from- the 
toms  of Cl~elmsforrl, Dracnt, and Tewksbury peti- 
tioned the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for leave 
to e m t  a lodge in Chelmsford at Pawtucket Falls. 
The petition was granted, and a lodge orgsnined 
under the superintendence of Captain Isaac Coburn, 
Master. I t  aas consecrated in due form October 13, 
1809, and called Pawtucket Lodge in Chelmsford. 



- In 181% Mr. John Godding invented #'a very 
curious loo111 for weaving boot-straps, moved en- 
tirely by water," Mr. Goulding, who resided in 
Worcester, gave the following account of his labors 
in this vicinity:- 

"I settled there in the year 1812, had a factory 
built for me by Fletcher and Whiting, on Cancord 
Biver; hired i t  for eight years at 3200 a year; 
carried on the business of spinning cotton yarn in 
8 d l  way, as all our manufacturing was done at 
tbat time ; : spun about twenty pounds of yarn per 
day; P1-w had a carding-machine for carding cas- 
tom wool for spinning by hand, making what was 
called homespun cloth ; carried on a machine-shop, 
making cotton and wool machinerv ; made looms 
for weaving suspender webbing and boot webbing, 
d 8 tape loom to weave thirty-six pieces at one 
d the same. time. 

"The place was very thinly settled at that time, 
-0.r Mr. Fletcher, Joseph Tyler, and Philip Ged- 
my, - just over into Terksbury ; Major Fletcher, 
W~liiam Warner, and Tavern House belonging to 
the canal, and I think one other, were all the houses 
that oould be seen there at that time. I occu- 
pled the building I hired of Fletcher and Whiting 
for some four years, when 3Lr. Thomas Hurd pur- 
e h d  it, and used it for making satinet. I built 
a small. mill on the canal property, and took water 
from the canal, and made machinery there ; helped 
fit up Hurd's mill. I moved from there just before 
the Canal Company sold out to the present onnen, 
who came in possession and established Lowell. 
Mr. Tyler built a grist-mill just below me on the 
anal." 

From the close of the Revolutionary War to 
1812, England had enjoyed an almost uninter- 
rnpted monopoly in supplying the United States 
rithmanufautured goods. The War of 1812 put a 
stup to her trade with us ; and the attention of capi- 
t&ta was directed to supplying these goods for 
hame consumption. Milk were erected in various 
l d t i e s ,  wherever a rmfficient water-power could 
be obtained for the purpose. Congress passed a law, 
approved July 1, '; adding one hundred per centum 
to the permanent duties then levied upon imports, 
with an additional ten per cent on goods imported 
in foreign vm.ells," the effect of rhicli was to en- 
h.d  the price of everything. I t  is curious to 
look bock to those days when families carded, spun, 
d rove the cloth they wore. The autobiography 
of a mill overseer, Daniel Knapp, throws r little wt on h o m ~ l i t s  in New England. #;We had 

cotton brought to our hoase by the bale, to pick tr, 
pieces and get out tlie .weds and dirt. The children 
liad to pick so many pou~idv as a stint. We M ' 

a whipping-machine made four square; and about 
three feet from the floor was a bed-cord run across 
from knob to knob, nenr together, ou which we put 
a parcel of cotton, a ld  with two wlupsticka p ~ e  

lightened it up .rind got out the dirt, and made it 
ready for the cad." In families the hand-card'and 
the one-thread spinning-wheel wem in use. "There 
was no chemical process of bleaching in the country 
at this date. lUy mother put loops in the selvage 
on both sides, and stayed the clot11 down on the 
green grass with sticks, so the wind should not 
blow it about. When she had a quarter of an acre 
spread out d ~ e  would take her watering-pot and 
sprinkle the whole; and as soon as she got through 
the lot, the first was ready for another sprinkling. 
The bright sun drying up the water did the 
bleaching." 

In 1813 Captain Phineas Whiting and blond 
Josiah Fletcher erected a building sixty feet long, 
fifty feet wide, and forty feet high, for a cotton ' 

manufactory, at an expense of 52,500, on Concord 
Biver, about three hundred rods from i t s  mouth. 
This occupied the present site of the Middlesex 
Mills ; and in 1818 it was sold to Thomas Hurd of 
Cliarlestonn. Hurd fitted it up for the manufac- 
ture of woollen goods, and employed twenty per- 
sons. The product from sixteen looms amounted 
to about onc hundred and twenty yards of satinet 
per day. The whole process of carding, spinning, 
weaving, and dveing the cloth was completed in 
this mill. Bishop says : " Hurd erected a brick 
edifice, and con~erted both into a woollen facto ry, 
which ran fifty power looms, ard was burned in 
1826. I t  was rebuilt on a larger scale, and sold 
in 1828 to the .\fiddlesex Company." 

In 1816 two new mills were built. Luke Bqw- 
ers and son built a saw and grist-mill just below 
the bridge, at Pantucket Falls. Nathan Tyler 
built a grist-mill on the amal near Concord River. 

I t  is said that Captain John Ford hod a saw-mill 
at the mouth of Concord River. Chptairi Fo&was 
a tall, stout, rugged man. Tradition says the In- 
dians lleld a grudge agnin5t him. Oue of them, 
with tlle intent to kill the captaia, was skulking 
round the mill. Captain Ford was busy moving a 
log wit11 his grippers, r11en Ile wugllt sight of the 
Indian near some lop. He kept op nith his work 
until tlie Indian approached him and stood up to 
grasp him. The captain, concentrating his whole 



qtrpngth, threw. his hand round and knocked tht 
Indian into the stream. Captain Silas'Tyler locates 
the mill just below the bridge, at Pawtucket Falls. 
In 1819 tI!e road f b m  Pawtucket Falls to the 

head of the 3Ii~itldlesex Canal was built. 
Before tlie progress of tlie waters of the Aferri- 

mack to the sea had been checked and restrnined by 
dams, t h ~ y  bod in their bosom a bountiful source 
of supply for tlie sustenn~lce of not only the Indians, 
but also tbe first English settlers. Within the 
memory of the oldest inliabitalit now living, tlie 
Memmack teemed with salmon, shad, alenives, and 
eels. Occasionally a sturgeon was seen leaping, 
in sportive activity, high in the air. This is what 
one of the oldest inhabitants says : " The best haul 
of h h  I ever knew was eleven hundred s l d  and 
@ht or ten thousand alewives. This was in the 
Concord River, just below the Middlesex Mills. 
Formerly there was w b t  was called an island on 
the Belvidere side of the bridge, nenr the moutb 
of the ,ancord. Occasionally the water from Con- 
cod. River found a course down by the Owen house 
and the old yellow Tavern House. There were four 
& b g  places, two above and two below the Con- 
cod-Biver bridge. Joe Tyler, my uncle, owned 
those above, and Josiali Fletcher those below the 
bridge. The first owner of the yellow Tavern 
House was Brown. The house stood where St. 
Johnas Hospital now stand?. Bromi sold to God- 
ing (Gedney ?) of Boston ; Gednk sold to Wood- 
ward, and '(Vood~vard sold to Major Whittemorea of 
West Cambridge ; Whitternore sold to Livermore, 
and Livermore sold to John and Thomns Nesmith. 
"My. uncle got so many alewives at one time 

that he did not know what to do with them. He 
made a box that we called a ' shot,' and 6lled it 
full of alewives. This he attempted to run over 
the falls; but it struck lr rock ntld spilled the 
whole. The law allowed us to fish tmo days each 
week in the Concord, and three in the Merripack. 
This law was enforced about tlie same as the pro- 
hibitory lam of the present day ; and just about as 
much attention was paid to it. The fish wardens 
were the state police. 

't The Dncut folks fished in tlie pond at the foot 
. of Pautucket Falls. They would set their nets 

them on the forbidden days. On one occasion the 
'&h wardens from Billericlr came, took and carried 
off their nets. The wardens, when they returned 
to Billerica, spread the nets on the grass to dry. 

1 Capbin S i b  Tyler. 
The inventor of the nuehinra Ibr d o g  cards. I 

Tlie next nlght t h e  fishermen, in a asgon with a 
span of hones, drove to Billencia, gathered up the 
nets, brought them bock, and reset them in the 

' pond. 
" People would come 15 or 20 miles on fishing 

days to procure these fish. Shad were worth five 
dollars per hundred, snlmon ten cents per Sund." 

In concluding tlie enrly history of Lowell, we 
must note that the abundaant water-power of the 
Merrimack Ever  had been made availnble only for 
the purpose of propelling the wheel of an insignifi- 
cant saw-mill near tlie Pawtucket Falls ; and this 
m s  dotie, not by a regularly constructed dam and 
canal, but by the current of an oIfshoot from the 
falls themselves. 

During tlie period over which we Bnve taken the 
reader, from 1810 to 18%O, the calculation, fore- 
sight, and enterprise of one man had gradually 
been so shaping the material interests of the atate, 
that he is now considered the author and father of 
its system of manufactures. I t  is true that othen, 
with a laudable ambition, were engaged in the 
same work ; but it is to his systematic efforts and 
tllorough appreciation of the people, their c a p  
bilities and wants, and the natural facilities they 
possessed, that he was enabled to win success under 
difficulties. Perhaps "he builded better than he 
knew," having only the strong desire and hope of 
making a fortune. The credit for results tbat h- 
dound to his honor cannot be denied. 

Frnncis Cabot Lowell was born in Newburyport, 
April 7, 1775. His father moved to Boston in 
1776, and i t  was there that the son acquired his 
education. Tlic Lowells, it is said, were descended 
from two brothers, Richard and Percival Lowle, 
who cume from Bristol, Blgland, in 1659 and set- 
tled at Nevbury. The Rev. John Lowell, probnbly 
a descendnnt of one of these, was +or of the 
ticst church in Newbu'pport for forty-two *years. 
He died in 1767, laving one son, Jolin Lowell, 
LL. D., who was born in Kcwbury, June 17,1743 
(0. S.), and graduated at &mrd College in 
1760. He was appointed Judge of the United 
States District Court for Vassachusetts by Wash- 
ington, and was distinguished for his learning and 
eloquence. 

Frnncis Cabot Lowell, second son of Judge 
Lowell, gntluated p t  Hnrvard College in 1793, at 
the age of eighteen. One of his classmates was 
Charles Jackson, afterwards judge, a brother of Pat 
rick Tracy Jackson, whose sister Lowell married. 
Very little is known of his early life; it is not 



until he had arrived at the age of thirty-six that we 
know about him. John A. Lowell s p a t s  of him as 
"a young man at that time (1810), thirty-five yesrs 
of age, whose business had been that of a merchant, 
ba t  who had been driveit from his business, at first 
by the Embargo, afterwards by the Xon-intercourse 
Act, 'and finally by war." Hon. Nathan Appleton 
met him in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1811 ; and it 
was then that Mr. Lowell cornmunieated his de- 
termination to obtain all possible inform a t' ton on 
the subject of the manufacture of cotton, with tlie 
purpose of introducing it into tlie United States. 
dfr. Appleton q s ,  "I urged him to do so, and 
promised him my co-operation." I n  the fulfilment 
of his purpose we a n  imagine how persistently he 
investigated the whole process of nlanufacturiiig 
cotton as known in England and Scotland. Wil- 
liam Horrocks of Stockport had patented a power- 
loom in 1803, another in 1805, and another, 
wit11 improvements, in 1813. These so alarmed 
the hand-loom~weavem in England and Scotland, 
tht they destroyed many of them. Mr. Lowell 
undoubtedly improved his opportimities; and, 

-although the construction of these looms yas kept 
.secret, he obtained sufficient information to enable 
-him to construct one. He returned home in 1818. 
- I t  was to Patrick Tracy Jackson he first imparted 
his designs, and offered a share in the enterprise. 

- 3tr.B Appleton mys of Lowell : " He and Patrick 
T. Jackson came to me one day on the Boston 
Exchange, and stated that they had determined to 
establish a cotton factory ; that tliey had purchased 
a water-power in nTaltham (Bemis's paper-mill), 
and that they had obtained an act of incorporation, 
and Mr. Jackson ltad agreed to give up all other 
business aad take the management of tlie concern." 
Associating themselves with some of the most in- 
telligent merchants of Boston, they procured in 
February, 1813, a charter under the name of The 
Boston Manufactnriiig Company, with a cspital of 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

It appears that immcditely after Mr. Lowell's 
metarn he had a t  once gone to +ark to construct 
a loom; but he found its construction no easy 
task. Without patterns, or even drawings, so far 
as we know, each part liad to be plan~ietl arid 
tried, altered and rearranged, until the whole as- 
sumd the shape of a macliine. M'c arc told that 
cg man? little matters werc to be o\-rrcome or ad- 
jasted before it would work perfectly." Mr. 
Appleton says : 'f Mr. Lowell said to me that lie 
did not wish me to see it until it was complete, of 

I which he would give me notice. At lAgth the 
time am&. He invited me to go out with bm 
and see the loom operate. I well recollect the 
state of admiration aiid sttisfaction with which we 
sat by the hour watcliiiig the beautiful movement 
of this new and wonderful macliine, destined, ap i t  
evidently was, to change tlie character of all textile 
industry. This was in the autumn of 1814." . 

The great obstacle to the use of tlie power-loom, 
at thnt time, proved to be dressing the yarn; it 
required a man nt each loom to dress the wa* 
as it uilrolled from the beam. This rendered it 
necessary to stop the loom while the Inan was - 

doing it. This difficulty was removed by the in- 
vention of an insenious mode of dressing the warp 
before it was placed in the loom. Mr. Lowdl 
procuwd from Eitglaiid a drawing of Homcka' 
dressing-frame, and 3Ir. Moody, whose bervices 
lie liad secured, made an improvement which more 
tluln doubled its efficiency, - a very ingenioda 
machine called a warper, thnt wound the threads - 
from the bobbiiis on the beam. After this there 
was no further difficulty in running a power-hm. 

"The greatest improvement was in the double- 
speeder., The original fly-frame intmdttcd in . 
Enghrtd was without any fixed priiiciple fortc@- 
lating the changing movements necessary in the 
process of filling a spool. Xr. Lowell undertook 
to make the numerous mathematical calculations 
necessary to give accuracy to these complicated 
movements, aliich occupied him constantly for 
more than a seek. Mr. lloody carried them into 
effect by constructing the machinery in conform- 
ity. . . . . The last great improvement consisted in 
a more slack spir~ning on tlirostlespindles, and the 
s p i ~ i ~ i g  of filling directly on the cop without the 
process of winding." 

Samuel Batchelder, in his work on cotton man- 
ufacture, relates the follo~riiig anecdote: "Mr. 
Moody also stated to me another incident respect- 
ing the construction nrid completion of the dWing- 
frame. At first they liad used wooden rollers 
where the threads of the warp were submitted to 
tlie action of tlie size; but beiiig constn~itly wet, 
tlie wood swelled and warped, so that the rolls 
~r.oiild iiot fit nccnrfitelc. T~P!. then tried covering 
the rollers nith metal, by castiiig a coat of pewter 
on the outside; but after various methods of cast- 
iiig, sometimes in saiitl, nnd someti~nes in n moilld 
made of iron, tliey were still found to be imperfect. 
IIe at length tlioi~gllt of making a mould d.sonp 
stone in which to cast them. Meeting ltis brother 
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David in Boston, who had known the trouble he 
M experienced, he d t s  him, 'I think I shall 
get over tlie 'difficulty about the rollers; I intend 
to try mpsto8e,' -meaning for o mould to cast 
them in: His .brother replied, 'Well, I should 
think sospstone would made cr viry go$d roller.' 
Mr. Moody made no reply, but took the hint, and 
made ~b ' ro l leqof  soapstohe, and they are in gen- 
ern1 he." 

They ?lad one h m  in operation, and it tbrew 
off the cotton cloth so fast, that they *ere fearful 
the production would exceed the demand. Mr. 
Lowell thought the goods wodd not KU; tiey 
callad on Bin. Bowers, who kept the only shop in 
B o s h  where domestic'goods were sola, m d  she 
said ev~rjbody "praised the goods, and no ob- 
jecticrh hireo made-to the prioe; but still she made 
no &lk Mr. Appletoo had previo~rly formed a 
copartnership with Benjamin C. Ward, for the; 
p u p s 6  of i~por t ing  British pods. He told 
Mr. w e l l  to 'send the next parcel to the store of '  
B. @Ward 8; 6. Although Bfr. Lowell was wivifl- 
ing to?t#ce &nty-fi& bents pe<'prd foj the 
goods, they were put into an auction-room, and 
brought "something over thirty cents." This was 
the commencement of. the practice of consigning 
pods to a house to seU on commission. 

!I!h&ole .econorny~f a qotton-mill wag m p  
latad by Mr; lorel l ;  the different processes fol- 
1wed ea& other with b e  re@arity of a clock. 
Hia & d i e s  led him to a ~ystematic division of 
labor, and the difEcdties he had to encounter 
taught him that, if he would succeed in his under- 
*, he must adopt the drictat  economy. .' He 
had seen manufacturing establishrmrents in the Old 
Woild, and the glltter of wealth groring out of 
their o+tions; but this did not hide from his 

c view the miserable condition of the operatives. 
Believiq that such a state of things did not legiti- 

: mately belong to manufacturing $ablishme~tfk; he 
conceived of a community where ut?atness and com- 
fort, pleaant mideuces and h a p 8  homes,churehes 
w d  qliool-h&es, good, wholesome food and 
decent cGthing, were all to be found. In. the es- 
tablishment at Waltham he ddeavored 'to giie 
tds local habitation and a name " fi his conceptisn. 

Mr. Lowell died September 3,1817, & the eady 
age of .forty-two, "beloved and respected by dl 
who knew him." *. . 

Stimulated by the s u c A  of the business at 
Waltham, and sanguine that the time would come 
when the United States could compete with Great 

Britain in the manufnctnm of cotton goods, IRt- 
rick T. Jackson, who 4 u d e d  Mr. L o d  in the 
lnnmgement a t  Waltbam in 1820, -.to look 
round for a locality ;here tlie buain'esa might be 
extended as soon as' the ciipnbili&ibf Chrla 
River sliould be exhausted. 

In 1820-21, as lus beon stated, pitrick T. Jack- 
son and his nssociate, Hon. Nathan Appleton, were 
looking for n water-pqwer in order; to extend the 
panufacturing pusiness;. They had .been cb.bkd, 
by the association of caiital wand their improd 
machinery, to witllstand the finadcia1 preaam tbt 
crushed so many cotton .and m o b  116 
turers in Kew &@and the w; .ad lookd 
forward -to an i m p ~ o d  state of thiagr. Mr. 
Lowell, as early gb'-j816; had not firvond a m q  
high rate of duty 00 f o ~ i g n  p o d s )  &bebed 
that the iniprovemmts~in machinery d5*y 
in management operated as n protectbn. .'-In 1819 
the p& of domestic cottons had fallen +$c e 
third from 1816; yet the Boston l i (u1uktmhg 
Company were enabled to make a dividend of are 
per ant-in 1820, a time of *usual deP-* 

Mr. Appleton says : " At 'the suggestion of Mr. 
Charles H. Atherton of Amhent, N. H., we mst 
him at a fall of the Souhegn Rivem, a few miles 
from its entrance into the Bfemmaak; but tha $dl 
,was inspfficient for pur purpose., Th: was in '4 September, 1881. In  returning, we: ttas 
Nashua River withdnt being aware of,the exidame 
of the fall, which has since been made the &me 
of so much power by the Nashua Company. W e  
only saw a small gristmill e tandi i  near the-, 
in the' madow, with n dam of some sicor hrr. 
feet. Sooh aftet our return I nrs rY Wdthun 
one day, when I was idfhrmed tbbt Mr. &qdjImd 
lately been at Salisbury, when Mr. Ean 
his forher prtper, said to him, ;I ha&' 
Jackson, and Appleton are locking out for a,+- 
powe~; why 'don'i t h y  buy up the Pa- 
Canal? That wwl?. give them the whole pomr 
. of .the Bierrimack, with a fall of wer t-,feet.' 
On the strength of this, Mr. Moody had retanred 
.to Wattham by that route, and was patblied $ the 
extent of *e power which might be thw o b t a i d J 3  

We him n qmrd  of the firjt visit of- Paul 
Moody to the Pmtmket Falls, mitten in 1848, 
by- the venerable redor of St. Anne's ad, 
,$err. Theodore Edsap, plat+ to him by one$ the 
party, Mrs. Susan (Moody) Dana. "An arrange- 
ment was made for Mr. and Mrs. Worthen to take 
a chaise and accompany Mr. aud Mm. Moody to 
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Pawtuck& Palls ; but John Worthen being taken 
ill Mrs. Worthen could not go, wherefore Mr. 
Worthen went in one chaise, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Moody and Susan in the other. When they came 
to the foot of Hunt's Falls, the gentlemen got out 
to look round, while hlrs. Moody and Susan sat 
in the chaise. They then came up to Mr. Jona- 
than Tyler's to dine. He kept the public-house at  
that time. After dinner they rode out again, went 
up the river and reconnoitred the Pawtucket Falls 
and neighborhood to their satisfaction. The two 
friends ptd, and Mr. Worthen went home to 
h m e s b ~ . "  

Returning to Mr. Appleton's narrative : " Our 
b t  visit to the spot was in the month of Novem- 
ber, 1821, and a slight snow covered the ground. 
The party coiiisted of Patrick T. Jnckson, Kirk 
Boott, Warren Dutton, Paul Moody, John W. 
Boott, and myself. We perambulated the grounds 
and scanned the capabilities of the place, and the 
remark was made that some of us might live to 
see t.he place contain twenty thousand inhabi- 
tank." 

In Kirkland'# Anechtu  will be found the fol- 
lowing amusing notice of Kirk Boott : "When 
the prospect of fourrding a large manufacturing 
town on the Memrnack River was in contempla- 
tion, some of the persons interested in that great 
commercial enterprise sent up Mr. B---, a young 
gentleman skilled as an engineer, and who was 
also fond of sporting to view the water-privilege 
carefully, and to make inquiry as to the prices of 
land in the vicinity. He went with liis dog, gun, 
and fiehing-tackle, and obtained board in a farmer's 
house, a Mr. F-. He spent his time in view- 
ing the falls, the canal, the river, and the grounds, 
with occasional fowling and hhing. After spend- 
ing nome time there, in talking with tlie farmer 
one evening he told him that he liked the place 
very well, and thought he should be pleased to 
come and live there. The man said 'he sliould 
be pleased to have him.' 'Well, Mr. F-, what 
will you take for your farm ?' ' IYliy, I don't 
want to sell it, Mr. B--, nor would I urrless I 
got twice what it is aortlr, as I am satisfied here, 
and don't want to move.' 'Well, ~rlint do you say 
i t  is worth, Mr. F- ? ' ' IVh!, it 's aortli fifteeii 
hundred dollars, and I wn't sell it for less tlrnn 
three thousand dollars.' 'Tlrat is too much,' said 
Mr. %, 'I can't give that.' ' Very well, you 
need not.' Here the conversation ended. 
'&Mr. B---. continued his sprt i l~g,  a d  having 

received his instructions, in the conrw of a f i  

b y e  renewed hie talk with Mr. F-, and naid 
to him, ' Well, Mr. F-, I have made up my 
mind that I should like to live here very well; and 
though you ask so much, I will take up with your 
offer, and give you three thousand dollars.' 'Why, 
as to that, Jlr. G, you did not take my farm 
when I offered it to you, and I am not willing to 
sell it now for anything less than six thousand 
dollars.' ' You are joking, Mr. F- ! ' tNot 
so, Mr. 6 ; I am in earnest, and I sha' n't 
continue my offer more than twenty-fob hours.' 
G, finding he was determined, went off for 
instructions, and the next day told Mr. F- he 
would give him six thousand dollars. The pur 
chase was made, deed passed, and money pad  

"Some time aftenvaid Mr. B-- asked the farm- 
er what reason he had in the course of a few days 
to double tlre price of hi farm, and to insist upon 
it. ' Wlry, Mr. -, I will tell you ; a day or 
two after I offered you the farm for three thousand 
dollars I saw two men on the opposite side of 
Memmack River, sitting on a rock, and talking for 
some time; then they got up and one went up the 
river and the other down, and after some time they 
retunled, seenled in earnest conversation half m 
hour or more, when they arose and went away. 
I did not klrow what i t  meant, but I thought 
aor~iething was in the wind, and I determined if you 
asked me again to sell my farm, I would demaud 
double the price.' Thus began the purchase, by 
Boston merchants, of tlre laird upon wliich the city 
of Lowell has beeu erected." 

General Butler, in his address at the semi-cen- 
teiinial cclebratioii, snys: "First and foremost of the 
remarkable men wlio were its [Lowell's] foundem 
stands tlie llame of Kirk Boott. . . . . I have mid 
thnt the early engineers reported no water-power 
here, and it remained for an English half-pay 
cavalry officer, wandering along the side of our 
fall, rod in hand, cnstiilg tlie fly for the salmon, to 
discover and appreciate the mechanical force of a 
river which now does the work of ten thousand 
horses. . . . . Kirk Boott reported this view of 
the capabilities of the bferrimack River to Patrick 
T. Jackson, which view was confirmed by Paul 
h i d y . "  

John A. Lowell, in his address on the same oc- 
casion, says : " I slrould be the last person to say 
one word in depn~iation of Kirk Boott. He was 
my bosom-friend, and I was liis trustee. I would 
not say an~tlrir~g to detract from hia credit; but 
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it is no more trne M a matte!' of fnct, that he made 
the Bnt experirneut in joiut-stock compai~iej in 
carrying on the cotton mnnufactun, than it is trne 
that he weut out with a fisfiiag-tilie nnd found that 
there was a water-power at Chelmsford. I pretend 
to know all about that thiag. Tlie first person 
who suggested this piace was Ezra Worthen. Paul 

to a width of sixty-fie feet and a depth of ei@ 
feet. The locks wese renewed, and the Merrimack 
and Hamilton canals were commenced. a Pitre hun- 
dred men were employed. These improvements 
cost 8 120,000. 

The Loaoell Jonricrl, March 10,1826, in ad rc- 
count of these operations, says : "In digging this 

tm been l rtorl a~rrent IIJT a long time that Tho- 
A d ,  q u a d  to be rhrrwd operator, bin? in Boston about 
the time t h w  h& wen bonpht, orerh~~nl  n mnwnation 
thd led him to hasten k k  to Chelmsford, the of 
t& Bowen saw-mill n a r  Pnwturket Bridpr, and of land it ,  thrt 
vicinity. Tha r W  ir corrobonled by the record of the doings 
d the dimton of the Merri~wk hlanufncturin~ Company ; for 
J* 29, 1822, the directon m i r e d  a propsa, fmm I\Lr. Huld 
d Chduufard relntive to his p u ~ h -  at Pamcket Bridpe, 
which n.r referred to committee. August 17,1622, ;sf r. Hurd'r 

P'*tcket Bridpe and auadr~ ~ m b  of land adjoi~iu!? 
ran parched. Hurd at that time bouqht Artemas Holden'a 

but fu'ld p.finF for it. - a  wriolu to 
Mr. tfobn. We rhrll bau from Hun1 again. 

fncturing Company remonstrated, aeaerting its rigltt 
to the whole falls; but remonstrance beiug of 
no avail, May 3, 1525, the agent wns netllor- 
ized to purchase the land in Dra~u t  of J. B. Var- 
num. This was another of Mr. Hurd's phus, rnld 
'Ir- Vnrnum was to him cl lr~ing 
it out. Relying upon the current created by the 
dam, he attempted to drive n water-wheel by that 
curretlt, iu 1825 alld 1826 built a mill on the 
spot, the foundation of which still remnins. June 
1, 1525, the l a m e n  estate was soid to H d  by 

Moody knew tiotldi~g about it. Mr. Moody a i~d  caual ledges wete fouud considernbly below tlie 
Mr. Jackson came up nfterwnrrls, and saw tlie place. I old canal, wliich bore evident traces of its having 
It b not true that Mr. Boott was the first to sug- o~lce been the bed of the river. Ifally places were 
gest Lit. So far from it, tlie \r.liole purcllnse wrw foru~d woru in the ledge, as there usually are iu 

a 

made of the Pantucket Cannl, and of most of the 
famu here, before Mr. Kirk Boott h d  set foot on 
the spot." 

It w i l l  be seen tliat Mr. Appleton and Mr. J. A. 
L o d  do not ngree in regrd to Mr. Boott's par- 
ticipation in viewing the premises. 

February 6, 1822, tlie legislature granted "an 
ad to' iucofporate the Merrimack >fenufactunng 
Company.'' Kirk Boott, William Appleton, Jolm 
W. Boott, and Ebeuezer Appletoti were tlie persons 
mmed in the akt. TIM capitnl was $5600,000. A 
penonal-liability clause \ras inierted in tlie charter, 
"that every person who shall become a member 
of mid corporation shnll be liable in hm private 
capcity, after liis metnbefihip may lmve ceased, 
for all debts contracted during the time he was 
a member of said corporation." 

Up to this time they had purc1ia.d sir hundred 
aud thirty-aine shares in the Pnatucket Calla1 or 
Locks and Canals Company, for \rliicli they pnid 
$30,607.63 ; the Tyler fann for 3 8,000, the Josinli 
Fletcher farm for $6,860, the Josepli Fletcl~er 
farm or land for $3 1,930.63, n~id eight tenths of 
Cheever's land for $1,603. These sums, wit11 
$S,700 paid to N. Wright, $647.80 p i d  to T. M. 
Clark, and other incide11hl expenses, amounted to 
$69,81'5.62.1 

In 1822 a dam was built across tlie Iferrimack 
s t  Pawtucket Falls, aud the main a n a l  enlarged 

i falls, by stones kept constantly in motion by the 
water ; some of these cavities were a foot or  more 
in diameter, and ~ K O  feet deep." 

Tlus year Jonathan C. biorrill waa appointed 
postmaster at h t  Chelmsford, aud coatiuued to 
hold the office until 1839. 

September .1, 1823, tlie first mill on the 3ferPi- 
mnck was completed, water let iuto the canal, and 
the wheel started. The fint cloth was turned out 
in November of this year. October 9 started the 
first u rds  on the Merrimack. 

There was ilo suitable public-house in the plaoe 
at  this time. Tlie Stone House, where compeny was 
received nnd entertained, u.ns erected soon aFter this. 

June 18, 1824, Ezra Wortllen, \rllile giving 
directions to his workmen, dropped dead. War- 
ren Colburn was appointed to the place made 
vacaut by his dath.  The company gave Mr. 
Wortl~en's widow 8750, the a ~ ~ o u n l  of his aalery 
for six months. - 

At this time the establishment of bother com- 
pany, to be called the Hamilton Manufacturing 
Company, uas proposed. Tlie Merrimack Corn- 
paliy voted to charge the new company thirty dol- 
lars per spiudle, including machinery and land, 
or four dollars per spi~~dle for land withoot ma- 
chinery . 

October 25, 1824, J. B. Varnum erected a wing 
dam tiear the foot of .Pawtucket Falls, oa the 
Dracut side of the river. and tlw Menimack Manu- 



the Mcrrimrrck Company, a quitclaim given, and 
also water from the Hamilton Canal, at the rate of 
four dollars per spindle. After HurdJs mill, on 
the Cancord River, was burned, the mill at the 
foot of Pawtucket Falls was taken down and re- 
built on the site of tlie one burned. The canal, 
through which Mr. HurdJs mill drew its supply 
of water from the Hamilton Canal, crossed Central 
Street a t  the foot of Jackson Street, to the rear 
and south of Hurd Street into the Warren Street 
Cmal. 1Yle recent building improvements on Cen- 
tral Street unearthed the remains of this couduit. 
Two persons, bl le~ider  and Whipple, committed 
suicide by drowning in this conduit. 

Frmn 1821 to 1826 the records of the Merrimack 
Company constitute the history of the period, and 
the writer is under obligation to the treasurer, C. H. 
Dalton, Esq., of ,L3oston, for permission to consult 
them. As early as Kovember 22, 1824, the sub- 
ject of new tonnsliip occupied the minds of the 
directors, and a com~nittee was appointed to con- 
sider the expediei~cy of petitioning tlie legislature 
to have a certain part of Chelmsfod set off as a 
separate township. 

The Memmack Print-Works were started in the 
autumn of 1824, under tlie charge of Mr. Allan 
Pollock. He resigned in 1826, a id  Mr. h o t t  
nei~t. to E~gland  to secure engravers. Mr. True 
Wiggia had secured the services of J. D. Prince, 
r h o  .continued in the position of superintendent 
until 1855, and tlien retired on an annuity of 
$2,000. He died sutldeuly January 5, 1860. 
Mr. Prince elljoyed the reputation of a geaerous- 
hearted, lbglisb p~tleman,  ad a faitliful servant 
to the compiiy. T l~e  second mill on the Nerri- 
mack was-started in 1824. ll ie macliinery for it 
was built at  \Valtliam. 

February 23, 1835, the Proprietors of the Mer- 
rimack biruiufacturilig Compauy voted to tra~isfer 
the water-power, lands, etc., to a new company, to 
be called The -Locks arid Cads Company. " 111 

1826, 6nJi1ig it incoi~venient to carr! on uiider 
oire management a Iarhe manufacturiag.establish- 
ment and a land uid water power enterprise, the 
property was divided. Tlie Proprietors of Locks 
and Canals, u ~ ~ d e r  the nutlioritp of an act of the 
legislature, taJcing the land, water-power, and ma- 
chineshop, and the blerrimnck Con~pnp retii~ii~ig 
their mills and priat-works, with lalid and rater- 

and ~anals'sold mill sites and water-power to the 
mauufacturing companies, as tliey were chartered, 
from time to time ; also, in post cases, building 
tlie mills and madiuiery for tliem ; they also sold 
building-lots as the growth of the place demaiided. 
Kirk Boott died in 1867 ; he was s d e d ,  as 
treasurer, for a eltort time,- by Joseph Tilden. 
From 1838 to 1845 Patrick 1'. Jackson (son of 
the Hon. Jonathan Jackson of Newburyport, the 
first president of the original Loch and C+ 
Company),.held the office of treasurer. In  1845 
the Proprietolv of Locks a d  Canals, 1 u e g  Jib , 

posed of 41  tlie perlnimeiit water-power, nearly a& 
the available building-lots, aud the machine-ahop, 
their oiily remaining property of .much importqce 
was their interest in the wnter-power. To.coutm1 
this, the manufacturing companies bought up all 
the shares of their stmk." . . 

January 26, 1825, the Hamilton Manufaetur- 
ing Company was illcorprated with a-capital of 
5600,000. The associates uamed,in the act were 
Samuel Batchelder, hiijamin Gorham, TViUiam. 
Appleton, William Sturgis, a ~ d  John ]Cowell, Jr. 
From time to time the capital has been increaacd 
to 6 1,250,000. 

Under Mr. Batchelder' the power-loom was 
applied to weaving cotton drilling and other twilled 
goods. " It was an entirely new article upon the 
market; nothing of the kind previously been 
imported or manufactured in this country. . . . . It 
sold readily at niiieteen and one quarter cents per 
yard, and tlie treasurer of the company made a 
contract for all that could be made for six month 
at sixteen cents." This business was so profitable 
that the directors were collsidering tlie pnctica- 
bility of cllanging the macliiiiery of the Appletoll 
Nills, but concluded, on account of the eepense, 
to build new mills. The result was the SuITolk 
Compaiiy in 1831. 

LI 1804 a man by the name of Bobbins, oue 
of hlr. Slater's workmen, built o luill on the 
Souhegan River, ia New Ipswich. In  lW7 an- 
otlier milt was built on tlie snme stream. by Seth 
Kaso~i, Jesse Holton, and Samuel 'Batcl~clder; it 
went into ope~ition in 1808. These were the fir& 
cotton-mills built in tlle stiite of New Hnmpshire. 
From what was know11 of Ezra JVorthenYs cousti- 
tution a id  Iinilth, it wvas tliougl~t that his death 
would be sudden. Nr. Batchelder had beeu 

power sufficient for their purlmses. 
''Under. the new armn%ement,.~.itll Kirk Bwtt  1 Samuel Batcbeldrr cune to East Chelnmford iu 1825. 11s 

,,, bnl iu JatT,.rF, K. H., .ud at ~ . ~ ~ b ~ ~ +  rcb- 
for its treasurer and a p l t ,  tile Proprietors of Locks w r y  6. 1 8 ? ~ ,  yrd uiurty-five y- 



spoken to by Nathan Appleton, in case of Mr. Wor- 
then's decease, to take his place. Mr. Hatchelder 
came to Chelmsford as soort as it was proposed to 
form the Hamilton Compay, aud superintended 
the erection of all the builclings for tlut compnny. 

The memorable events of 1826 were the or- 
ganization of an indepeudeut military compty, 
called the Mechunio Plnhnx, the incorporntioti of 
the bnt lg l  Bridge Compatiy and of the Jiiddlesex 
SIechanicr Association. The third mill on the JLer- 
rimack Corporation was .started with a complete 
stt of machinery made in the machiue-shop under 
the superintendence of Mr. JIody. Hay 18, the 
ftst dividend of profits of ten per cent, or one 
hundred dollars per share, IW declared by the 
Merrimack Company; and December 1, another 
diridetd of seventy-five dollars on each share was 
made. December 30, the terms of separation were 
agreed upon by the townsmen of Chelmsford. The 
hams of '* Merrimack " was to be given to the new 
town. I'b editor of the Joltrnrrl suggested that 
of La (hange. Mr. Appleton states when, where, 
md how the nnme originated: "In 1826 I met 
Mr. Boott [in Lowell] one day, when he said to 
me that the committee of the legislature were ready 
to report the bill. I t  only remained to fill the 

ton Company had erected one factory m d  kid the 
foundations for the second. They had erected tno 
blocks of buses, with eight tenements ia d; 
and were prepring to erect two more, one hundred 
and ninety-three feet in length and tllirty-bii feet 
in width. They Id built a counting-house, ston- 
house, and a dwelling for tile agent. Tliese were 
all of brick roofed w~th  slate. By a regulation of 
the proprietors, dl buildings more than ten feet 
high, hereafter to be erected upon any of t b  knds 
then belollging to them, must be of stone or &, 
with a slated roof. 

Five families moved off the ground occupisd by 
the Merrimack Comply ; 1,500 persons were now 
accomrnoda~ on the same ground. Them were 
 low, in all, one hundred tenements erected for 
those employed in the factories, print-works, and 
machine-shop. In the tenemeuts of the Merri- 
mnck Company there were 967 persons; a99 m& 
and 668 femalea : in those of the machineshop. 
were 263; 162 males and 101 females. It ma 
estimated that the population at that time ma 
2,500. In addition to this, Belvidere, s e p a d  
from Lowell by the Concord River, con- a 
population of 300 or 400. There were already a 
dozen stores in the place, a church, a atone house 

blank with the nnme. He said he considered the 
question narrowed down to two, hwel l  or Derby. 
I said to him, *then Lowell by all means'; and 
Lowell i t  was." 

The directors of the Merrimack Compny appro- 
' priatcd the sum of $500 to purchase books toward 

the formation of a library ; and Kirk Boott, War- 
ren Glburn, ~ n d  Rev. Theodore Edson were ap- 
po$ted a committee to lay out that sum for the 
P'"P*- 
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WE have already described the bou~tdaries of the 
new town ; now we turn to the terms of separation 
mid to have been agreed upon by the towrismen 
of Chelmsford. We can very readily imagine the 
anxious participation of sucli men ns Kirk Boott 
and Nathau Appleton 111 the deliberation of these 
important questioxls. 

The Merrimnck Company had nearly completed 
five factories, three of whicli were filled with ma- 
chinery in full opention, and two larse buildings 
for print\vorks. They were usirlg 450,000 pounds 
of cotton, and making 3,000,000 yards of cotton 
cloth per atlnum. The cloth was bleached, and 
t h  foarh of it dyed and printed. The Hamil- 

almost ready for the rector, a school-housa, and 
two llotels, - the Stone House and Frye's Tavern. 

March 2, 1826, Joseph Locke, justice of. the 
pace, issued a warraut directed to Kirk Boott, 
authorizing him to call a meeting' of the freeholden 
and other inllabitants, to choose town o5icem, to 
vote for register of deeds, and qgree upon the man- 
ner of calling future town-meetings. Mr. Boott's 
return is dated March 6, the day of the meeting, 
which was held at Balcli and Coburn's t a m ,  the 
" Stone House." Kirk h t t  was chosen moder- 
ator, Samuel A. Gbuni  tom-clerk, and Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Batchelder, and Oliver M. Whip 
pie selectmen. Artemas Holden ~ras choaen kau- 
m r ,  a d  Luther Marsh11 constable. 

Up to this t ~ m e  (1826) the affairs of this com- 
munity hnd been managed by the resident agents 
of the companies. No doubt, in their view, it was 
their prescriptive nght. The companies had done 
much for the welfare of the people gathered here : 
building and mainitainmg a church and nchool- 
houses, yurchasi~~g books for a libmry, and doing 
everything xlecessary for the religious, moral, and 
physical well-being of ttie people. Incorporation 
as a to~v~lship brought atlother element to the sur- 
face ; the people fvund thud they were, &dm, 



alkd - 'to participak in the management of 
airs .  It is not strange, therefore, that there 
should be occasionally s wide divergence of opinion, 
nsdtkg, not in a feeling of hostility to tlie pecun- 
iary -interests of the companies, but in a' desire to 
carry out and perfect what the companies 11ad so 
generdnsly begun. On the part of the agents, the 
desire of directing h ~ d  controlling all matters in- 
volving the expenditure of money may have been 
prompted by prudential motives, as the companies 
were the heaviest and almost the only lmssessors 
of taxable property. By them, therefore, all pub- 
lic burdens would have to be borne. I t  is neces- 
say tQ keep this tact in view. 

At the h t  town-meeting, March 6, 1826, Oliver 
M. Whipple, Warren Colburn,  hen^ Coburn, Jr., 
Nathaniel Wright, and John Fisher were appointed 
a committee to divide the town into school and 
highway &kkt.s. The committee reported at the 
next meeting, April 3, propo"ing its division into 
five school districts. The school-houses were lo- 
dted bs follows : District No. 1, where the new 
Green School-house now stands; No. 2, at the 
Falls, near the hospital; KO. 3, near tlie pound; 
No. 4? near Hale's mills, called the Red School- 
house ; and No. 5, on Central Street, south of 

- Huid Street. At this meeting (April 3) Theo- 
dore Edson, Warren Colburii, Samuel Batchelder, 
John 0. Green, and Elishn Huntington were elected 

',school committee ; and tlie town appropriated 
$1,000 for the support of the schools. Dr. Ed- 
son ai; : "One of the districts, KO. 3, m s  very 
small, not comprising more than about sixteen 
pupils. In 1823, the year previous to the incor- 

-poration of Lowell, the town of Clielmsford ap- 
. propriatd for schools in this whole region, ~rliich 
was reckoned one district, the sum of 3113.50." 

' At the, town-meeting, Nay 8, a proposition was 
made and camed, that the school-money be dis- 
tributed in proportion to the tares paid from each. 
district, provided that where the sum for any dis- 
trict amounted to less than $112, it be made up to 
that sum. 

Tlie estiblishment of schools on a more liberal 
foundation, and their regulation, became a matter 
df hdted controversy between the new town 
authorities and the representatives of tlie mill cor- 
potations, who opposed large expenditures for new 
~ c l p o l - h o w  and for their maintenance, the bur- 
den of which would fall chiefly upon their corpora- 
tions, and from which they would derive littk direct 
benefit. A long struggle terminated in' a vote of 

the t o m  to build tao new school-houses, at a co& 
of $20,000. 

Early in 1826 a stage line was established bb 
tween Niddleses Villnge aiid Boston, to run three 
times n week. April 10, a shge ran from Lowell 
to Boston daily. June SO, IIurd's mill (woollen 
factor?;) and machine-shop were destroyed by fire. 
December 15, Gntral Bridge, across the Nerrimack 
River, was fiiiished so as to be passable. Its length, 
500 feet; spau of centre arch, 180 feet; two outer 
arches, 160 feet each. Luke S. Bald was architect 
and builder. 

February 9, 1827, the postmaster-genera] estab- 
lished a daily mail between Lowell and B o s t ~ b  
and one ever?; other day from Salem, Newbwyport, 
Worcester, and Concord, N. H. 

March 1, the first savings-bank origided i t h  
tlie hferrimacli Company. All persons in thq em- 
plopent  of the company could, if they chose, al- 
low their wnges to remain ; and on the amount m 
remaining they were allowed interest at six per cent 
per annum, payable semi-annually. The company's 
pay-day was the Saturday before the 16th of each 
month; all sums left were to go on intenat the 
16th. Books received at the counthg-room were 
vouchers. The deposits were not to exceed 8 100 
at any one time, and the whole received omany one 
name not over $1,000. Payments were made at 
all times. The interest on money deposited ,ceased 
when the depositor left tlie employment of the com- 
pany, and did not d m  tlie principal. The rules 
allowed the company to demand one week's notice. 
This plan wns suspended July 7,1829. According 
to Samuel Batchelder, the Hamilton Company tried 
this esperiment : " After one of the Hamilton Nib 
was in operation, I found-that those in our employ 
suffered such frequent loss of their money by having 
in tlieir boarding-houses no safe place to keep it, 
that I alloaed them to deposit it with the company 
on interest, and opeued books for the purpose, on 
the plan of a saving-bank. After a time, Mr. 
Sathan Appleton suggested that it might bedoubt 
ful wliether our charter would authorize this; I 
according1;lp prepared a petition to the legislature 
for tlie incorporation of a savings-bank. On re- 

. wiviiq th~chnrter, I notified a meeting, at mjo&ce, 
of the petitioi~ers and ally others that felt an inter- 
est in tlie subject, to take measures for the accept 
ance of the act of incorporation. According to my 
recollection, there were o n l ~  five persons present : 
Xr. Colbunl, Mr. Carney, Mr. Nichols, Mr. Beard, 
and myself. It was suggested that if so little 
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intereat nas felt in the matter, i t  mu hardly worth 
while to orgnnize ; but Mr. Canley was willing to 
act m treasurer, and we concluded to appoint our- 
selves trustees, and make the esperiment. A few 
months after this the town of Lowell decided to 
build a town-house, and wanted to borrow the 
money for the purpose, wliich we decided to lend 
them. The sum, I think, was 3 17,000." 
This was the origin of the Lowell Instihltion for 

Savings, which was incorpornted in October, 1829. 
James G. Carney was tmsurer until his death in 
1869. Dr. Gree~~,  president of the Old Residents' 
Historial Association, in alluding to this event, 
mys: "The record of forty years at the head of 
our oldest savings institution \rill not show a sin- 
gle dollar lost of the millions which have prrssed 
through Mr. Gamey's I~and.o, and not a figure re- 
quirieg to be changed in nineteen ledgers of nearly 
one thousand pages each I " 
. . M y  93, the first Universalist society was , 
formed. A committee was cham to manage the 
eonmrna of the aoaiety, consisting of Captain John 
Bsrsett; Benjamin Melvin, James Derby, David 
CoaL, and Winthrop Howe. Thomas J. Green- 
d nas secretary. The second meeting was 
held in the Merrimack Company's school-house. 

'February 4, 1828, the Appleton Company was 
imrporated, with a capital of 5600,000. Thomas 
H. Perkins, Ebenezer Francis, aud Samuel bpple- 
toa mm named in the act. 

February 8, the Lowell Manufacturing Com- 
p y  was incorporated, with rr capital of $300,000, 
a h a  increased to $2,000,000. Frederick Cabot, 
William Whitriey, and Richard C. Cabot were named 
in the act. The history of the carpet manufacture 
is of greet intenst, but our space does not permit 
m extended review of its progress in this country. 

Messrs. Henry Burdett and Alesander Wright 
established a small carpet manufactory at liedway. 
Mr. Wright afterwards sold his interest to Air. 
Burdett, who in turn sold' the whole property to 
Frederick Cabot and Patrick T. Jackson. Jlewrs. 
b b o t  and Jackson, after the organization of the 
Lowell Manufacturing Company, sold the mill and 
machinery at  JIednay to the new company. While 
the buildings were being erected in Lowell, the 
wo&s in IIedway were kept in operation, under 
the superintendence of Mr. Wright. Our towna- 

.man, Peter Lawson, had charge of the designing 
department at JIedIray, and continued that relation 
to the company for many years after he came to 
Lowell. The company have looms, invented by E. 
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B. Bigelow, for 'kavixg B-IS carpeting. They 
mnnufaclure also heavy sha-lastings and worst& 
goods, a new k c h  of industry in Lowell. The 
original cayitil of $500,000 has been i n b b  
32,000,000. 

Dr. Elisha delivered the 4th of J d y  
oration. October 6, the Lowell Bonk was inoor- 
porated, with a capital of 3800,000. 

January 7, 1829, the Memmack Chmpanfs mill 
was destroyed by fire. At this time the machina 
shop was busy on the Hamilton Company's ma- 
chinery; but the agent of the llerrimack Company 
was authorized to make an agnement with the 
Hamilton to give way to the necessity of the Mer- 
rimack. 

At the town-meeting, March %, $1,000 ru 
appropriated to purchase a fire-engine and hose. 
April 6, the town voted to build a t m - h o w ,  
and May 4, Messrs. Boott, Moody, Jonathan Tyler, 
Elisha Glidden, aud Elisba Ford were appointed a 
building committee. May 21, the town voted to 
borrow $18,000 for this purpose, and to petition 
for the incorporation of a fire department. 

May 4, the town acted on the petition of John 
Lowell, Jr., and others to be annexed to Lowell. 
John Lowell, Jr., a son of Francis C. Lowell, came 
here with the intention of making Lowell his home. 
He had planned a magnificent structure to be b 
cated in Belvidere, just below the midence built 
by Samuel Lawrence, now owned by General B. P. 
Butler, w h m  lie no doubt intended to spend the 
remainder of his days. The keep, or house, a t  the 
entrance of his grounds is still standing, and was 
once owned or occupied by the late A. L. Broolw. 
I t  was thus esrly that he petitioned for the annexa- 
tion of Belvidere. The vote stood ninety in favor 
of mid fifty against the petition. 

February 25, Mr. Lowell of Boston introduced 
an order in the legislature to consider the expe- 
diency of constructing a railroad frdm Boston to 
Lowell. I n  consequence of this order, Mr. Hey- 
ward was appointed, under a resolution of the 
lfassachusetts Legdature, to survey a railroad 
route to Lowell. He made the eastern route 
twenty-three miles, twenty-two chains, and the 
western mute twenty-two miles, seventy-eight 
chains in length. The distance by stage-road was 
twenty-four miles, nineteen chains, and in a straight 
line twenty-two miles, five chains. I 

William Wymm wns appointed postmaster. 
Soon after his appointment he moved the office 
from Central Street to the City-Hall Bniiding. 



- Dr. Israel Bildreth delivered the oration on the 
4th of July. 

Odd Fellowship comme~iced i t s  beneficwt work 
in InweU this year. Nerrimack Lodge was the 
hst htituted. Its charter is dated November 19, 
1839. This was swrendered in 1836, but in 1843 
the lodge reinstated, and at p m n t  has a 
membediip of over three hundred. Mechailic's 
Lodge was instituted October 24,1842, and now 
has four hunclrecl and fifty members. Oberlin 
Lodge was iustituted November 2, 1843, and, ~iow 
has about fire hundred members. Ver i t .  Lodge 
rru charted October 21, 1814, and continued 
until April 9, 1851, when its charter was surre~i- 
dered. I t  was re-i~istituted August 18, 1871,and 
w w  has two hundred and fifty members. Lowell 
Lodge was cliartered September SO, 1845, and was 
prosperous for n time, but, like tlie others, l i d  its 
dark day and surrendered its charter. I t  was m 
instated February 20, 1874, and ~iow l m  one hull- 
dred and fifty members. Evening Star Lodge (Re- 
bekah) was chartered November 25, 1876. I t  
consista of the wives of the members of tlie other 
lodges. There are three Eucampmnents: Mouomake 
M chattered June 1,1843; Wannalapcet, August 
4,1869;'Lowell, August. 5, 1846, after a time sur- 
n n d e d  its charter, but was re-iiistated November 
17, 1873. 

In  1871 lferrimack, Mechanic's, and Oberlin 
Lodga with Moiiomake n ~ d  . IVannalancet En- 
cunywnts, united in the purc lw of -the building 
an Merrimack Street, known as the Carletou Block, 
d mrmlgled the upper portion iuto suitable 
hdls and auterooms for their own use. 

m e  vote passed, Nay 4, 1829, to annex a por- 
tion of Tesksbury to Lowell, evidently took the 
companies by surprise. Tlie le@;lslature appointed 
a committee on the petition, backed by the vote of 
Lowell; and early in Mny, 1830, the town a p  
pointed a committee to meet tlic legislative com- 
mittee and oppose .the an11er;ation. At the town- 
meeting, blay 24, 1830, one article in the warrant 
ry, "to see if the t o m  would resciud tlie vote 
passed in 1829." The argument in favor of re- 
scinding was thus stated: "I t  was believed that 
the ar~perotion of Belvidere would lower the value 
of real estate generally ; but particularly tbat the 
privllegea on the new canal would be less salable. 
This, it was thought, would affect tlie prosperity of 
the Corpo~tious; it being well understood that 
whatever docts their prosperity affects also the 
prosper$y of the wl~ole town." The v~bra, there- 

fore, consulting what they considered their own 
pnvate interests, voted to rescind, yeas 5t40,'nrp 
64 ; and instructed tlieir representatives to "do dl 

1 they could " to oppose the annexation. 
June 5, the Middlesex Compny was incoqxmted, 

with a capital of $500,000, which was increased 
$2250,000 February 19,1839; mid ngaiu $450,000, 
February 17,1848. Samuel Lawreuce and W. W. 
Stone were named in the act. .This company wae 
for the manufacture of woollens, broadcloths, cat+ 
simeres, etc. During tlie agency of James Cook, 
from 1830 to 1845, the profits were large, mcliing 
seventeen per cent. Whether it was owing to the 
disastrous operations of the tarill, or to mismmiage- 
ment 011 the part of the treasurer and selling*agentr, 
in 1857 and 1858 the stock went down to forty per 
cent of its par value. It was found in 1858 that the 
capital was suuk. A new company was formed, 
with a capital of only 8 50,000 (500 shares at $1-00 
each), illcreased to $750,000. The selling agmb 
were forlnerly compensated by a percentage on 
tlie whole amount of sales; now the perceutap k 
based ou pmfits. The new arrangement works welt. 

The Bostoii and Lowell Railroad was incorpo- 
rated June 5, 1830, aud tlie persons named in the 
act were John F. Loring, Lemuel Pope, Isaao P. 
Davis, Kirk Boott, Patrick T. Jackson, George W. 
Lyman, and Daniel P. Parker. The stock aas 
divided into one thousand shares, of $600 each. 
The act provided that no other railroad should; 
trithiu thirty years, be authorized leading to any 
place withill five miles of tlie northern termuiation 
of the road. The track wns laid so as to strike t& 
most formidable obstacle on the whole mute, a 
ledge some four or five hundred feet long, which 
would require an excavation of forty feet in depth. 
After operations had commenced, and the rock had 
beell excavated twenty or thirty feet in depth, two 
persons (James Currier and l l a q  Smith), wllile on 
tlie~r way to Chelmsford, drove their h o w  and 
chaise iuto this ugly hole. The chaise was corn- 
pletely sl~attered, and the occupants were f w d ,  
Jlr. Currier 011 South Street, iiearly a quarter oL 8 
mile away, a ~ ~ d  hliss Smith in the woods, but a 
short d i shce  from the smie of the accident, a p  
pnre~itly ,unhurt. Mr. Currier received injuries 
ahicli caused his death. This occurred Demm 
ber 11, 1832. 

In building this road stone sleepers wen used, 
probably t,o insure durability: I t  was found to be 
poor economy, as the unyielding nature of the ma- 
terial caused p 4  wear and tear t o  the rplling- 



qhck of the road, and the frost in winter bmLe 
the sleepers into fngments. Tlie s t o w  have all 
& r q p W  with wood. "A bonus of % 100,000 
was voted by the Locks and Canals Companf, pya- 
ble on its completion." The cost of the completed 
road was $1,834,893, or $70,573 per mile. 

The Hon. Edward Everett waa the orator for 
July 4 this year. 

November 15, one of the wnlls of a brick build- 
ing being built by the Hamilton Company for their 
print-works, fell, and William W. George was 
killed. 

December 4, the census showed the population of 
Lowell, males 2,393, females 4,085 ; total 6,477. 
Of these, 631 were aliens. 
, Jmopry 17,1831, Jowph Tilden, Samuel A p  
pleton, William Appleton, George W. Lyman, 
and Henry Cabot were incorpomted as the Suf- 
folk Manufacturing Company, with a capital of 
$600,000. Robert Means was the agent until 
1843, and was succeeded by John Wright, who 
died in 1869. Mr. Wright was succeeded by 
Thomas F. Shaw, Julie 1, 1868. 

March 19, Amos Lawrence, Abbott Lawrence, 
William Pratt, Tl~omas B. Wales, George Hallett, 
David Bears, William Appleton, and Benjamin R. 
Nichols were incorpornted as the proprietors of 
'the Tmmont Mills, with a capital of'~600,000. 
Israel Whitney was agent from 1831 to 1834, 

- JohnAiken from 1834 to 1837, Charles L. Til- 
den from 1837 to 1859 ; Charles F. Battles from 
1868 to 1870. Thomns F. Shaw succeeded Mr. 
Battles when the Tremont and Suffolk were con- 
&dated. 

During tbe war both the Suffolk and Tremont 
angaged in the manufacture of woollens, which 
proved to be a losing business. 
A& the town-meeting of May 11 it mas voted 

to him a room for the high school" ; and on 
' Alpheua Smith's' petition for the annexation of 

Belvidere, the vote stood, yeas 62, nays 234. 
June 7, William Appleton, Benjamin R. Nich- 

ols, and Nathan Appleton were incorporated as 
the Lamnce Manufacturing Company, with a -pi- 
tal of 81,500,000. William Austin was 
until 1837, John hilien from 1837 to 1849, Wil- 
liam 8. Southnorth from 1849 to 1865, William 
F. Salmon from 1865 to 1860; Daniel Hussey 
from 1869 to 1878 ; John Kilburn is the present 
incumbent. 

The canal that supplies the Suffolk, !l!remont, 
rad I s m  companies was made this year. 

John P. Bobi- was the orator for the 4th of 
July. The Railroad Bank wns incorpoxated,.rith r 
capital of S 600,000. Luther Lawrence was choaen 
president, and Pelham W. W a r m  cashier, 

Paul M d y  died July 6, 1831. He was born in 
Bfleld, a parish of Newbury, biay 23,1719, and 
was fifty-two years dd at his death. He rru de- 
acended from W i l h  JIoody, who ermgntsd fmm 
England and settled iu Newbury in 1634. 

Jacob Perkins, b.* invented a machine for 
cutting nails, put up r small nail factory in BJsad, 
in which young Moody found employmeat. He 
continued with ?Mr. Perkins several yean, and m 
intrusted by him with the charge of his machine- 
shop. Having lnmad to construct a canling-ma- 
chine, the greatest improvwnent in woollen mmn- 
facture, he spent some months in Boscawen, N. H., 
a d  in Maine, making and putting these machines 
in operation. In September, 1798, he married 
Susan Momll, daughter of Jonathan M o d  of 
Amesbury, to which place he had removed- Soon 
after, he entered into copartnership with Fma 
Worthen and others, rud emted and run a cotton 
mill in Amesbury. I n  this business he ~IIJ suc- 
cessfully engaged until the War of 1813, about 
fourteen years. During this time he Id became 
a thorough practical machinist, fully underdad- 
ing what was then known of cotton spinniug and 
weaving. 

In 1814 the Wdham Company was inoorpb 
rated, and Francis C. Lowell was in .search .of 
a competent mechanio to take charge of their 
machine-shop. The situation was offered to Mr. 
Jacob Perkins, but, being on the poiut of starting 
for England, he dedid, and recommended Paul 
Moody as the best man for the place. Mr. Moody 
was engaged, and, with his family, removed to 
Waltham. His saacess, during the ten years of 
his engagement at Waltham, fully sustained the 
expectations of his friends and employers. 'It m 
a position in which his genius could have fun 
scope, and the i m 7 G  made by him htm 
successfdy stood the test of time and experi- 
ence. 

December 20, 18e0, he took out a patent for a 
double-speeder for roping cotton ; and J a w  17, 
1831, another for fnmes for spinning cotton; and 
January 19, the sam year, two patents for roping 
or spinning cotton, one being the double-speeder. 
He is credited with the introduction of the " dead 
spindle," and the me of leather belts to drive 
machine y instead of iron e. These were con- 



sidered a great improvement. T h e ,  and other 
improvements introduced by him into the qew fac- 
toria at  Waltham and Lowell aided in establish- 
ing the cotton manufacture in the United States 
upon an improved and permanent basis. 

Paul Moody cape to Lowell in 1883, and su- 
perintended the building of the hferrimack Com- 
py's  machine-shop, which was completed in 1825, 
at an expense of $150,000. He held the position 
of superinteudent under the Memmack Comlqny, 
and, when the property was transferred to the Locks 
md Canals Company, also under that company 
until his deaSh. 
- *In 1832 the Lowell Bleachery wa$ incorporated, 
with a capital of $50,000, since increased to 
$300,000. Jonathan Derby was agent for one 
year.. He was succeeded by Josepli Iioyt from 
1833 to 1835, Charles T. Appleton from 1835 to 
18M, Charles A. Babcock from 1846 to 1853, 
Frank P. Appleton from 1853 to the present time. 

In 1831 31r. H u d  sold the land and water 
privilege on, the east side of Concord River, com- 
prising what was then the ' l  island " in Belvidere, 
-to Winthrop Howe, wlio built a mill, alld disposed 
of the surplus powcr to other parties. Tliis mill 
.rrss sold to John Nesmith, who in turn sold to 
W. B. Park of Boston,. in lSS2. Mr. Park, h v -  
5ng obtained a charter, sold his privilege in 1834 
to Eliphalet Barber, Tl'alter Fanisnorth, arid George 

-Hill d Boston, the Belvidere 3Imufacturing Com- 
: pany. Having purchased the stone mill, they con- 
tinued the business until 1351, when Charles Stott 
.nd Walter Famsworth bought out the company's 
interest. The stone mill was destroyed by fire in 
1851, and the old flannel-mill in 1852. The 
mmpiny was reorganized in 1853; Messrs. Stott 
and Famaworth couveyed one third of their interest 
to the new compng. The brick mill on Laerelice 
Street, on the TVamesit Power Compan~y's cannl, 
was built in 1862. The opital stock is now 
$200,000. Charlea Stott has been agent since 

- 31856, 
At the tom-meeting, May 5, a committee wns 

appointed to buy a poor-farm; and Gorliam Street 
was laid out. 

At  the tom-meting, January 21, 1893, it was 
voted to petitiop for the establishment of a police 
: court in Lowell. This petition was granted, and 

the police court, witli Jovspp11 Locke as just~ce, 
became one of the institutions of Lowell. April 1, 
meaanres were taken to commence o system of sew- 
erage. Thy 6, Chlmsford Street - hid out. 

July 2, the eubjed of a market-house wan .referred 
to a ~comrniitee; and a petition to license theatrical 
exhibitions or entertainments was negatived; yeaq 
356, nays 473. November 11, Tjler. Street waa 
laid out, and the question of liicensing a theatre 
came up again, with the same result; yeas 393, 
nays 529. A building for a tlleatre-had been 
erected on Lowell Street, in which a number of 
performances were held under the management of 
Mr. Barrett, of the Tremont Theatre, Boston. The 
building was eventually turned into a t e n e m d  
houlse, called the Theatre Building for a long tima 
-At the adjourned meeting, Kovember 25, the Belvi- 
dere people were highly gratified, for a short the,  
by the apparent success of a measure that they ha4 
so persistently advocated. The t o m  voted on the 
question of annexation, yeas 597, n a p  -4.45 2 and 
instructed its representatives to vote for the annex; 
ation of Belvidere. 

The Irish Benevolent Society was organiked tbh 
year. I t  was incorporated in 1843. . I- 

Zn anticipation of the visit of the President of 
the United States, General Andrew Jackson; tb 
Lowell, a meeting of the citizens, without dietin& 
tion of party, was held, May 20, to concert measurea 
for receiving him with proper demonstrations of 
respect. Tliis visit occurred on Thursday, June 37. 
The committee of arrangements, accompanied by 
a cavalcade, met the President near the Andover 
line in Tesksbury, and escorted him to Nesmith 
Street, where he was welcomed in a brief address 
by Josliua Swan, Esq., cliairman of the board 'of 
selectmen. In the mean time the mill-girls, to 
the number of 2,500, " all dressed in a style of ele 
gmce and neatness,"were formed on Jackson Street; 
thence they were escorted by the military to their 
positiou on Cliurch Street. Tliis street was the 
phce assigned for tlie kchool-children also. The 
citizens on foot were formed on High Street'; the 
military and tlie cavalcade on Resmitii and Andover 
streets. The artillery XG stationed on a d p e l  
Hill, east of Central Street, near to and overlooking 
Concord River. 

Tlie President, wlio was accompanied by M a r s .  
Van Buren, Cass, TToodburr, and Dolielson, his 
private secretq-, was too ill to attend the banquet 
prcpawd for him. Iie, howeyer, \<sited the Ifer- 
rimack Corporation, and went through mill KO. 2, 
~rliere all tlie mncliinery had been pnt'in operation. 
Tlic girls belon~ing there, in their holid3y attire., 
took charge of the work and exhibited the pro- 
of cotton manufacturing: The President was greatly 

I .  
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intucsted. He also visited the print-works, where 
he naw the pmce-ssrof printing calicoes. 

Wamn Colburn was born in Drdham, Bfarch 1, 
1793, and was the son of Richard and Joall~ls 
(Eaton) Colburn. While a teacher he wrote 
published his well-known work on Arithmetic, 
called the Pirut Leusoiiu. He fillished tlm S c p Z  
after he went to Waltharn, during his leisure time. 
Hia pirut' Lumttr gradually worked itt way to 
notia and favor, and enjoyed a more enviable sue- 
oem than any other school-book ever published 
in this country, and its merits were d~~ervedly 'ac- 
kuwledged. It hm ban stated that fifty thousand 
oopies of Blbnm's Firrt Letronr are annuall! used 
in k t  Britain. About two millions of copies 
hd beeu aold in 1856. 
June 18,1S24, thc superintendent of the Merri- 

mack Manufacturing Company, Mr. Ezra Worthen, 
died hptantlp while engaged in I& odiuary duties. 
Mr. Colbum was appointed his successor. ' 

Mr. Samuel Batchelder says of Colburn : " Hh 
mhthematical skill, and his knowledge of the prin- 
cipw of mecbuia, gave him impoant advantages 
for the situation in which he was placed, and he 
m 3 ' n o t . b  successful in hi8 good judpent in the 
general' management of business." He died Sep- 
tember 13, 1833. 

October %5, Henry Clay, the eminent Kentuckian, 
.visited Lowell. He visited the SC~OO~S,  and in 
tho evening of that day held a reception in the old 
brn-hall. 

At the town-meeting, January 18, 1834, a 
motion to reconsider the vote of Nwember 25, 
1833, on the annexatiol~ of Belvidere, was camed 
(Jar TO4, my)r J "Ie 

instructed to oppose the annexation. March %9, 
the legislature passed " an Act to set off a part of 
the 'town of Tewksbd ry and .;innex the same to the 
t o m  of Lowell." This settled a long controversy. 
November 10, a committee appointed May 5,1832, 
to consider the matter of a poor-farm, reported in 
favor of a house seventy-five feet lotrg, thirty-seven 
feet wide, and tllree s tork  high in front, to be 
built of brick or rtoae. Estimated cost, 8 6,000. 

May 7, David Crockett, of Tennessee, visited the 
torn, and was toted; toasted, and p m i d  to his 
hea&s He mys of this "isit : '( I KauM 
to nee how it was-that these Northerners could buy 
our cotton and carry it home, mnr~ufncture it; bring 
it' back, and sell it for Imlf notking; and, in the 
mean time, be well ' to live, and make money be- 
rider. We stopped at the large stone house at the 

head of the fails of the Merrimack Biver, and having 
taken a little refreshment, went down among the 
factories. The dinner-bells yere ringing and the 
folks pouring out of tlic houses like bees out of a 
gum. I looked at them as they p s d ,  all wen 
dressed, lively, arid genteel in their rppearaua; 
indeed, the g i r b  looked as if they rere coming 
from a quilting frolic." 

May 31, 1834, a stamboat - launched abo* 
Pnwtucket Falls, to run on the Merrimack. River 
between -Lowell and Nnshua. This el~ter~rise 
originated' with Joel Stone of Lowe,eU and J. P. 
Simpson of Boston. The first stetimboat on the 
Merrimack is a i d  to have come from Boston in 
1819, and reaclied Concord, N. H. Stone and 
Simpson's boat, uinety feet long and twenty wide,' 

. was named the Herald. Joel Sto& her f i t  
captain. 
no- Ho&insdn delivered the bntiou on &. 

4th of July. 
October 4, George Thompon, a dbtingnishd 

English antislavery omtor, spoke iri Lowell. Mis: 
s i h  were hurled at the building from behid the 
speaker. h e  of the&, a largz brickbat, came 
through the window with a startling crash, passed 
near Mr. Thompson's hend, and fell upon the floor. 
This was preserved, and exhibited in the rooms of 
the New England Antislavery Socie'ty, Boston. On 

- .  it W= this inscription : - 
,, Wbils O. Th?mpau, ;* &, 

cause of 8,300,000 human aud iur~~~ortnl American born 
Nip, held in brutal, uumitigatcd, aud souldestm~itlg 
boudage, in of hpubli&m Cbruti.nit~, 
this d d ~  while- treluandous fwce 
bead by om of the citizens of Low-hell. In the y e u  of 

hvioU Ch&t, 1834 ; of her- 58.'' 

The. following placard waa found posted up the 
next morning : - , I  

$6 Citizens of  ell, h k  to inkmb ! 
will p u  s d e r  a question to be disc& in L o d  which 
rill eudrnger the safety of the Ulrioq -- a questioo r l k h  
we not by our m~titution a +t to mddb  with? 
Fellowititens, shall Lowell be the first place to ru&r au 
qbhman to hturb - and lunuony of our corn- 

t r ~  ? D~ you ktrwtiou from an Englislu~lau ? If you 
free-born of hterica, meet, out and all, rt'tltt 

town-MI, t b  eveniug, at half-past seven o'clock, .od 
C O U V ~ W  YOU' SOuLk6CU b t r t h n  t h t  we IWt intf&e 

their right'." . , 
Mr. Thompou that day received an anonpoor 

letter, n mn specimen of the literature of that day, 
telling him that " there is a plot in- agitation to - 
immerae you in a vat of indelible ink.'' 



'lkq hour of the third meeting arrived. Quite 
a luge audience had gathered in the hall. The 
night was " l r k ,  drizzly, and disagreeable." A 
crowd was outside, in full force: some with a pur- 
pose to break up the meeting, some to pee the fun, 
d more to see a mob ; while all helped to swell 
the noise. Mr. Thompson, his friends, and the 
selectmen of the tom were in the anteroom of the 
hall. Brickbats alrd stolles were hurled against 
the windom ' from the Shattuck Street side, but a 
bqard scnen rendered them harmless. ~1tho;gh 
the selectmen wanted to see fair play, they were 
powerless in such a crowd. ~11e'~bolition friends 
of Mr. Thompson, concluditig that " discretion was 
the better part of valor," disguised him as best 
they could, and let him go out and see the fun. 
The-meeting was adjourned to, and lield, the next 
afternoon, without any liindrance or disturbance. 

,Mr. Thompson cane to L o ~ e l l  again, March 15, 
1865, in the company of William Lloyd Garri- 
son, at  the invitation of the Lowell Freeman's hid 
Spciety. The meeting was in Huntington Hall, 
wd the Hon. Nathan Crosby presided. 

In 1835 the market-liouse was built, and for a 
short time looked a little like business; but the 
occapts of the stalls had to adopt the plan of the 
stores, -obtain their orders and carry out their 
goads. I t  became very evident that a market- 
h o w  wan not adapted to Lowell's wants. 

The tmsfer  of the courts from Concord and 
Chmbridge created a necessity for a court-room; 
and the upppr story of the market-house was made 
available for that purpose. To follow all the 
changes that the building has been subjected to 
would require too much space. I t  is iiow used for 
a pblice station, a police court, and by liessrs. 
C. P. Talbot & Co. as a store-mom for tlieir drugs 
and dyest&. 

At the tom-meeting, January 12, the committee 
appointed in November, 1834, to consider the 
subject of hnving one or more terms of the courts 
held here, reported in favor of the June term, and 
it m?r voted to petition tlie legislature for that, and 
also that the house of correction be located in 
Lowell. . 

March 27, the Boott Cotton Mills mere incor- 
porated, with a capital of $1,500,000. Abbott 
hrence,  Ozias Goodnin, and John A. Lowell 
rere named in the charter. B. F. French m s  the 
lgent till 1845 ; he was succeeded by Linus Child 
till 1862, and by William A. Burke, from the 
Lowell h h i u e 8 h o p ,  in April, 1868. Mr. Burke 

left in September, 1865, and .was a d e d  by 
A. G. Curnuock, the p-nt incumbent. 
. The can on the Boston and Lowell Railroad ,be- 

gan to mu regularly July 4. 
Rev. E. W. Freeman delivered the oration for 

July 4. 
The Middlesex Mechanics' Association finished 

and occupied their buildiug this year. This ho- 
ciation mas incorporated June 18, 1825, and was 
o . p i z e d  October 6. The first annual meeting 
was held October 5, 1886. Warren Colburn de- 
livered an address on the comparative state of the 
sciences, arts, and literaturein ancient and modem, 
timks. 

In December, 1834,'the Merrimack, Hamilton, ' 

Appleton, Lowell, hiiddlesex, Suffolk, Iamce, 
and Tremont corporations made a donation td the 
Association of. one fourth of one per cent on their 
capital, amounting to $14,075. A mortgage wm 
given by the Assqciation, upon its land and build- 
ing; to the Proprietors of the Locks and C a d s  on 
hierrimack River. The conditions of this, donp 
tion were, "that the Association shall, during ita 
existence, apply the sum of $ 1,000 annually to 
the maintenance and increase of a libraq- 4 
reading-room, in the establishment of . lectures, 
and for the payment of premiums for inventions 
and improvements in the, mechanic arb, and for 
any or all of these objects." 

A vote of thanks to Kirk Boott, who was inr 
strumental in procuring these favors, was'@ ' 

by the Association, Januay 3,1835, and a req& 
made that he would sit for his portrait, a t  the ex- 
pense of individuals of. the Association. No indi- 
vidual was to he allowed to subscribe more than 
five dollars. A full-length portrait was painted, 
and hung in the hall, where it still is. , . . 

As has been stated above, the building 
pleted this year, 1835. The money that had been 
donated, together with admission fees, assessment4 
and a loan -of $2,000, was all expended. Under 
these circumstances, more assistni~ce was needed; 
and in April, 1839, the Boott Cotton 31ib made: 
a donation of 52,500 in money. After paying the 
debt, this left 5500 to be used. to replenish the 
library. Soon after, the Lawrence, Boott, Hamil-, 
ton, Tremont, Suffolk, Appleton, and Middlesex. 
made an additional donation of S 1,395, m Jing 
tlie whole amount from the companies S 22,480. 
1n tlle spring of 1837 an nmendlnent to the 

cllarter,was obtained, giving autliority to establish 
a mdii~g-room, xhich  as done. Since that th 
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it has proved to be one of the most useful and at- 
tractive deprtments in the buikling. 
In 1846 Nathan Appleton and Abbott Law- 

rmce were invited to sit for their portraits, which 
they did ; and the portraits wele placed in the hall. 
The hall is now adorned wit11 the "portraits of 
Washington, Boott, Appleton, Lawrence, John A. 
Lowell, and Patrick T. Jackson. 

In 1847 Hon. Abbott Lawrence gave the sum 
of $1,000 to be expended in the purchase of valu- 
able French acientifie works. After the death of 
Kirk b t t  his widow presented the Assocktion 
with tko hundred volumes. 
Tb Middlesex County Society of Natural H i  

toryJ an incorporated association, which waa organ- 
ized in 1836, consisting of members of the Mechan- 
ics' Association, had collected and arranged in cases 
ada drawers a valuable assortment of curiosities 
and minerals. These specimens occupied a room in 
tbbuilding. A large portion was contributed by 
Oliver b1.-IVlipple, Esq., and in honor of him the 
collection was called the IVhipple Department. 
October 6,1869, this deprtmant was presented to 
the &ssocition by the above-named society, and 
w little is the mierest felt in it that it is now con- 
d g d  to an attic. 

In 1866 the Association successfully undertook 
to establish an annual course of twelve public lec- 
tures, which have been maintained ever since at 
. an expense of about $1,%00 per annum. In con- 
: sideration of the scientific character of some of 

these lectuies, the companies contributed $300 
annually to sustain them. The profit arising from 
these leotures is devoted to the library. 
During the latter part of 1834 and the early 

part of 1835 the people of Lowell were severely 
exercised on the subject of slavery. The viait of 
Thompson had served to fix the opinions of the 
people, and two parties were formed. In order to 
stand well with the South, it was thought necessary 
to hold a public meeting and denounce all agita- 
tion of the slavery question. Such a meeting was 
held August %%, 1836, and a series of resolutions 
were offered by Charles H. Locke, which were dis- 
c d  and then referred to a committee consist- 
ing of Messrs. Charles H. Locke, John Aiken, 
John P. Robinson, Samuel H. Jhnn, Elisha Bart- 
ktt, John Avery, Thomas Hopkmson, John L. 
Sheafe, and William Austin. A paper called the 
h e U  Tima says of this meeting, " Hisses, 
mpinga, cougliings, and yells were mited with 
ths arercises," and that an attempt made by E 

C. Memsm,. Esq., to jnstify slavery fram the 
Scriptures, was hissed d o n  The Cmrim pro- 
nounced the whole account " deliberately f a k v  
The resolutions were adopted at a wbseqomt 
meeting. 

CITY GOVERNMENT OBOANIZm 

As early as November 17, 1835, the Cbriar 
called the attention of the people to the necessity 
of a city government. The facts that there had 
been ten town-meetings during that year, that the 
population had increased to over sixteen thouad,  
and that the voters entitled to a participation in 
town affaim numbered over twelve hundred, rerd 
sufficient in themselves to warrant a movement in 
that direction. The experience had in the tnna- 
action of business, raising the neccsshry snms of 
money, hying out streets, building ~ ~ l l ~ ~ i - h o - ~  
sidewalks, drains, and sewers, made it evident that 
there mas a need of reform, and that some method 
must be devised to obviate the uecessity of calling 
such a large number of people from their IY?@s? 

business to transact the busidess of the town. 
At the town-meeting held February 3, 1836, 

a committee of twenty-five were chosen and in- 
structed to msider if any alterations or m d a -  
tions in the municipal regulations of said town 
were necessary, and also the expediency of estab- 
lishing a city government. The following gen- 
tlemen were chosen to serve on this dommitte8 : 
Luther Lawrence, Eliphalet Case, John Nesmith, 
0. M. Whipple, CViUiam Austin, Joseph W. Man- 

I sur, Setli Am-, Joel Stone, Jr., Amos Spading, 
Hamlin Davis, John R. Adams, John Chase, Wil- 

l liam N. Oaen, Erastus Douglas, Granville Pata, 
1 Walter Willey, T. P. Goodhue, Isaac 8wan;Thomas 
Flint, Richard Fowler, Daniel H. Dean, Hemy J. 
Elaxter, J. U. Doe, John Aiken, George Brownell. 

This committee rep&d,on the 17th of February, 
that it was expedient to eatnblish r city govern- 
ment, adducing in its favor that under the t m  
government there was a " want of execdive power," 
and a " loose way of spending money." 

To this committee ten more members were added, 
as follows : " Joseph Locke, David Boynton, T a p  
pan Wentworth, John Mixer, Peter H. Willard, 
Benjamin Walker, Samuel A.C&urn, Thomas H o p  
kinson, Benjamin Hutchinson, Thomns B. Corninr ; 
and they -re instructed to draft a charter md 
present a petition to the legislature for its embodi- 
ment in an ant of incorporation. They were author- 
ized to print fifteen hundred copies of tho c W  
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for distribution. At the meeting, Febrlllrry 27, 
the proposed charter was read and accepted. Only 
one amendment was suggested, but not carried, 
that " no person holding an office under tlie United 
States or state govenlments should be eligible to 
the office of mayor," 
Tbe charter was promptly granted by the legis- 

lature, and the governor, $d~.ard Everett, signed 
the act April 1. Its acceptance must be by a 
m a j ~ 6 t y  of the voters in town-meeting assembled, 
and it suspended the election of town officers for 
tbe year 1856, allowing the old board to hold over 
until their successors were cbsen. I t .  gave the 
selectmen ruthority to call the first meeting under 
the charter, by issuing their warrant before the first 
Monday in May for the citizens to give in their 
votes for r mayor, six aldermen, twentytfour coun- 
c i k ,  and six members of the scliool committee, 
rho wen to hold their offices until the first Monday 
in April, 1837. 

This charter was accepted by the voters at a 
meeting held April 11; yeas 961, nays 328. The 
selectmen issued their warrant April 14, for .a 
meeting to be held April 21, at which time the 
fdoffing persons were chosen : Elisha Bartlettt 
mqor  ; William Austin, Benjamin TITalker, Oliver 
M. Wlbipple, Aaron Mansur, Seth Arnes, Alexrui- 
der Wright, aldermen; Tllomas Nespith, Tliomas 
Ordway, Samuel Oarland, George Brownell, Cyril 
French, Horace Hpsard, William Wyniau, Eras- 
tus Douglas, Henry J. Baxter, Weld Spalding, 
Jonathan Bowem, Sidney Spalding, Jolin Clark, 
Jame Russell, H. W. Hasting, David Nourse, 
Stephen Msnsur, John Mixer, John A. Savels, 
James Cook, Josiah B. Frencli, Jonathan Tyler, 
David .Dana, Tappan Wentworth, councilmen; 
Lemutl P o r e ,  Amos Blanchard, Jrrcob Bobbins, 
John 0. Green, John A. Knowles, Thomas H o p  
k i w n ,  school committee. 

mwki$ craft was now fairly hunched, 
officered, and ready for mice.  It is well to look 
at her bill of lading. 
The Memmack Company, with a ca$tal of 

81,500,000; running 25,704spindles, 1,253 looms; 
employing 1,321 females, 437 males; makillg 
184,000 pards of clot11 weekly, of whicli 163,000 
yard. were dyed a d  printed ; consuming &,000 
pounds of W o n  weekly, and 5,200 tons of coal, 
1,500 cords of wood, and 8,700 gallons of oil per 
8nnnm. 

Eli& B U M  born in Smithfieid, B I., Oatober 6,1801; 
dkd .t smithlcld, I., Jt~ly 19, 1855 I 
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Tbe Hamilton Company, with o capital of 
5900,000 ; running 19,456 spindles, 560 looms; 
employing 780 females, 200 males ; making 85$00 
yards of cloth per week, of wliich 70,000 y a h  
sere dyed aiid printed ; consuming 28,000 poundr 
of cotton per reek, and 2,000 tons of coal, 1,500 
cords of wood, and 6,000 gallons of oil per an- 
num. 

-The Appleton Company, with a capital of 
$500,000; running 11,776 spindles, 380 looms; 
employing 470 females, 65 males ; making 100,000 
yards of cloth p r  week ; coilsuming 33,000 pqnda 
of cotton per week, and 300 tons of coal and 
3,375 gallons of oil per annum. 

The Lo\rell Company, with a capital of $500,000; 
one mill ruuning 5,000 sgiudles for cotton,besiiEes 
woollen ; 112 looms for cotton, 70 for carpeb; em- 
ploying 328 females, 150 males ; making 5fi,000 
yards of cotton cloth, 2,500 ~ a r d s  of carpeting, end 
150 rugs per week ; consuming 30,000 pounds of 
cotton per eek, and 180 tons of coal, 500 cords of 
wood, 5,000 gallons of olive and 4,500 gallons 
of sperm oil per annum. 

The Suffolk Company, with a capitd of 
$450,000 ; running 10,758 spiides, 460 loom; 
employing 460 females, 70 males; making 90,000 
yards per \reek ; consuming 30,000 pounds d 
cotton per week, and 294 tons of coal, 70 cords 
of rood, and 3,840 gallons of oil. per annum. 

The Treinont Company, with a .capital of 
8500,000 ; running 11,620 apindlw, 416 lmms; 
employing 460 females, 70males ; making 125,800 
yards per week; consuming 34,000 pounds of 
cotton per week, and 329 tons of coal, 60 cdr 
of wood, aiid 3,692 gallons of oil per annum. 

Tlie Lawrence Company, with a capital of 
Q1,200,000; running 31,000 spindles, 910 looms; 
employing 1,250 females, 200 mnles ; making 
200,000 yards of cloth per reek;  consuming 
61,000 pounds of cotton per week, and 650 tons 
of coal, 60 cords of wood, and 8,217 gallons of oil 
per annum. 

The 3Liddlesex Company, with a capital of 
$500,000 ; running 4,620 spbidles, 38 l ~ m s  for 
broadcloths, 92 looms for cnssimeres; employing 
350 females, 1S5 moles; mnkii~g 6,300 yards .of 
cassimere, and 1,500 yards of broadcloth per week; 
consuming 600,000 pounds of wool, 3,000,000 
teosels, 500 tons of coal, 1,000 cords of wood$ 
11,000 gallons of olive and 2,500 gallons of sperm 

per a"um. 
9 Boott , Cotton Milla, with is capital- @ 
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81,000,000; two mills erected but not in opera- 
tion. 

Tbe Proprietors of Locks and Canala, with a 
capital of $600,000. Their machine-shop em- 
ploys 290 males, where the complete machinery 
for a mill of 5,000 spindle3 ma be turned out in 
four mot~ths ; and locomotives built that will run 
sixty miles in an hour. 

In' addition to what is state& above, the can- 
sumption of starch in t$e bills ~rds 610,000 pounds 
per annum, flour 3,80O?~trrels,and charcoal 500,000 
bushels. The average wages of females, exclusive' 
of board, two d o l l a r q ~ r  week, bales, eighty ,cents 
per day. .. 4 '  

Besides these cmnpanies, there were the powder- 
m13h of 0. Bf. Whipple, the Lowell Bleaclieryj the 
fisnnel-mills, the. card and whip factory, planing- 
machine, reed-machine, grist and saw mills, alto- 
gether employing 300 b u d s  and a capital of 
$300,000. Also, a wprsted' mill, formerly the 
Hurd Woollen Mill, runnipg 1,200 spiudles, em- 
ploying 125 persons, and consuming m)@000 
pounds of wool and 5,260 gdllom of oil per 
anuuni. . r 

There were twenty schogls : one high, four gram- 
mar, and fifteen primary ; employing thirty-hree 
tnchen, and having an 3veram daily attendanceas 
follow : high, 75 ; grammar, 550 ; primary, 745, 
- total, 1,970 scholan. . 

The whole number of .churches -* thirteen :. 
four Congregational, two Baptist, two Methodist, 
one Episcopal, one Univedist,  one Christian Union, 
one Free-will Baptist, one Roman Catholic.. . . 

The Lowell Bank, with a capital of $5150,00d, 
and the Railroad Bank, wit$ n'kpital of 8 600,000, 
were both well established, and also the Lowell 
Institution for Saving. t-  

The Lowell blutual Fire Znsumce- dmpanr 
ras incorporated March 6, 1838. John ~ e s m i t h  
was president, Tnppan Wetworth secretary. 

Total population, 17,633, of ahich 2,661 were 
a k a ,  94 colored. 8chpl.children between four 
and sixteen, 2,577. . ' 

May 2, the new government was organ&& The 
oath of ofaa was admi&sterd to the m a p r  by 
Judge h k e .  In the common council, John Clark 
ras chosen president and George Woodward clerk. 
In convention, Samuel A. Coburn was chosen city 
clerk. 

The mayor, in his address, mid : " Looking back 
to the period alien I came among,you, a penniless 
rtranger, alike unknowing and unknown, I find the 

interval of more than eight yean filled up with 
madestations of kindness and good-will. One of 
the most striking points of the entire history of our 
to.- and city consish in the unpralleled rapidity 
of its growth. The graves of our fathers are not 
he*. The llnunts of our childhood are not hen. 
The 'old trees and the old men, which rendered 
venereble and .sacred the quiet toms of our nativ- 
ity, are not here. The large and gndually accu- 
mulated fortunes of nearly all our older towns are 
not to be fohnd here. The great mass of wealth 
which is centred here, nnd which has made our 
'city what i t  is, is owned abroad. Its proprietors 
do not reside amongst us. Its profib are not ex- 
pended amongst us." 
': April 16, the legislature pmsed an act remov- 
ing a term of the Supreme Jud~cial Court and otie 
.of the court* of Common Pleas from Concord to 
Lowell. - Far the accommodation of these courts, 
moms were fitted up in the markethouse. ' 

Jcihn Clark, James Cook, and James G. Carney, 
incorporated as the Lowell Dispensary, were or- 
@ June 10.. Its object was to provide med- 
ical advice and medicine for the poor. A division 
of th; city into six wards was made Novem- 
b r  28. -. 
An event of importance t o ~ n w e i l  was the death, 

- of apoplexy,'~pril 11, 1837, of Kirk Boott. At 
tbe momeut of his decease %fr. Boott was sitting in 
his chaise near the Memmnck House. Kirk Boott 
was born in Boston, October 20, 1790. At an 
early age he was sent to England, and was for some 
time a member of the Bugby School. On his re- 
turn he entered Harvard. His name appears among 
the juniors in 1807, and the seniors in 1808 ; but 
he did not graduate. Choosing the military pro- 
fession, ;his father obtained for him a commission 
..in the English. army, with which he was connected 
for about five years. He served in the Peninsular 
War, under'the Duke of Wellington, and com- 
manded a detachment at  the siege of San Sebastian 
in July', 1813. After this hiv regiment was ordered 
to New Orleans to serve against the United States. 
Mr. Boott obtained leave to withdraw, and entered 
a miiitary academy, where he acquired a thorough 
knowledge of engineering aud surveying, arts which 
were afterwards of such eminent service to him.' 
During the summer of 1831 Kirk Boott was ccpass- 

1 His fatber, Kirk Baott, who died January, 1817, mmo to 
Boston in the latter part of the lart century and establiihed an 
importing house. In 1810, Febnury 1, John Wright Boott w n  
dmitted a p.rtnar, and tha drm became Kirk Boott and Son. 





ing a day a t  Nahant, in company with Mr. Patrick 
T. Jackson; the latter gentleman expressed great 
delight in having even that brief respite from his 
numerous and pressing cares. Mr. Boott expressed 
a wish that he had cares too, and offered to accept 
of any post of service which Alr. Jacks011 might 
assign him." Thus, accidentally, he found the place 
for xhich he was so admirably fitted. We find a 
commanication from him to the oariers of the Locks 
md Canals on Merrimack River,dated November 14, 
1821, offeril~g to hire tlie water-power a t  $1,800 
per annum. The offer was refused, ar~d the Boston 
Company proceeded to buy up a sufficient atnolint 

1846, w b a  it ru rdd to \Villiun hrsnea .  I In 1832 his salary WN i n c d  to $4,000. 

per annum I) in the light of d r i e s  of the prea- 
ent day looks meagre. There was no public-house 
at that time suitable for the entertainment of hia 
friends or the directors, when they came to Lowell. 
It fell upon him to make his house their resort, 
.whether they were attracted here by curiosity or 
business. The Jlerritnack Compny built a house 
fo; him which formerly stood oil the ground n o r  
occupied by the Boott Blills. Besides his caras 
and duties as resident manager of the Nerrimack 
Company, and afterwards of the Locks mid Canals 
Company, he was the foremost man in every public 
enterprise. He was cliosen moderator of the first 

At rubreqncnt period Francis. another son, w u  admitted as a 
partner. The tther built the mansion-house where the Revere 
H- now ir. in b t o n .  This was the fmijy 

born in-~o~sfield, -4pril 9, 1706, the son of Rev. 
Asahel Iiuntington. He graduated at Dartmouth, 
at the %f! of nillete~n. In 1833 he received ths 

of the stock to coutrol it ; when Tliomas M. Clark, town-meeting, and repeatedly represented the town's I clerk of tlie old Locks and Canal Company, was em- , interests in the state legislature. IIe married Anno 
plojed to purchase thc lalids in tlie vicinity. The 
property in the linnds of J. Wrigllt Boott was in 
the market seeking a profitable investment. The 
Boston 3Iaiiufacturiug Company at MTaltham had 
solved the problem in regard to tile ability of 
manufactures to sustain themselves in the business. 
I t  was here, then, that the trust funds held by 
J. W. Boott under 11is father's will were to find a 
profitable investment, and I find among tile articles 
subscribed to by the founders of Lowell the fol- 
lowing : - 

''Article 6th- R'llerea~ we have been informed that the 
Proprietors of the Locks and CU& ou IIerriinack River 
.re possessed of valuable mill-seab nud water-privileges, 
md whereas Kirk Boot lias wit11 our consent advanced 
money for tire ~ U I - C ~ I R J ~  of shares in the stock of that cor- 
poration, and of l a d s  tlrereulrto adjoining, r e  hereby con- 
firm dl he 11- done in t l~c  premises, atid further authorize 
him to bur tlre rkmainder of the shares in said stock, arid 

lands ndjoiniug t l ~ e  Locks and Caiials Ilc may judge 
it for our iutemt to 01~11; lllld also fo bargain d t h  tile 
above-named corporatibn for all the mill-seats and water- 
priviIega tbey may o r a "  

Kirk Boott we find now thoroughly and s y s b  
matically e u g g d  in this new enterprise. He gave 

' Haden iii 11318, and had six children. 
March 6, 1838, Luther Lawrence waa elected 

mayor. He was born in Groton, September 28, 
1778, arid was a son of Samuel Lawrence, a soldier 
.of the Revolution. He graduated at Harvard in 
1801, and read law with the Hon. Timothy Bigelor 
of Boston, whose sister he afterward ~tlarried. He 
was several times a member of the Nassachusdts 
Legislature, and in 1822 \\-as Speaker of the House. 
He came to Lowell in 1831, and built the mansion 
on Lawrence Street now occupied and owned by 
the widow of Tappau U'ei~taorth. He served the 
city with ability, and was re-elected in 1839 by an 
incrraxd majority. 

I 
He entered upon his second 

term '9 183g. On the of the 
month, " while ~valking tlirougll oue of the build- 
ings forming a part of the hliddlesex Milh, 
suddenly fell into tile wheel-pit, a distallce of seven- 
teen feet. His liead struck a cast-iron wheel, hb 
skull nras fractured, and death ellsued ah.Io8t im- 
mediately." 

October 8, steam-cars commenced making regu- 
lar trips between Lowell and Nashua. A new jail 
was built on the laud silice occupied by the Boiler 
Works, uear the Kamesit blilh ; it wm taken 

himself up heartily to its prosecution, and in tlie down after the completion of the County Jail in 
discharge of every duty devolving upou liim he 1 1858. amply fulfilled the espectationsof liis most sanguine In  1839, as has been stated, Luther Larrena I friends. But we have become aware of one fact, I n s  re-elected mayor. After the unfortunate ac- 
tint he was aot a rich man. Tl~e interest from his ! cirle~~t 1,-11ich terminated his life, the city couucil 
portion of Ids father's estate did not go a great ' tleclared the office vacant, a ~ ~ d  April 24 proceeded 
aap touard the support of liimself and family, 1rl1ilc 
tile p i t b c e  aUowed him by the complly (83,000 

to fill it. Elislla Huntin,nton had twenty-four 
of thirty votes, and was declared elected. He  wag 
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degne of M. D. at the Medical School at Yale, and 
in 18%4 auna to Lowell or Enst Chelniaford. 
May 31, 1826, he married- Honnnh Hinckley, 
daughter of Joseph and Deborah Hinckley of 
Marbleliead. He wae re-elected mnyor in 1840, 
1841, 1844,1825, 1832, 1856, and 1858, l ~ k i n g  
eight years in all. He served in the board of alder- 
men in 1847, 1853, and 1851. In 1832 he was 
elected lieutenant-govenior with Governor Clifford, 
but decliried tlie nomination for the next year. 
He mu An the board of overseen of Harvard Col- 
lege; and served oiie term as an inspector of tho 
State Almshouse at Tewksbury. His wife died 
September 19, 1859. He was for mnny years a 
testrylnan of St. AnneJ8 (Episcopal) Churcli, and; 
with others from St. Anne's, in 1860, united to 
form St. John's Church, of which, during the re- 
kinder of his life, he was senior warden. He 
died December 13, 1865, of apoplexy. 
' * When the new city hall was built, it was named 
in'hoaor of him. His portrait graces the reading- 
room of the Middlesex Jiechanic Association, and 
a beautiful memorial window was placed in the 
rest end of St. John's Churcli, in the centre of 
which is a life-size figure of St. Luke, the " beloved 
physician." 

Jinnsry 28, the Bfassachusetta Cotton Mills 
were incorporated, with a capital of $1,500,000, 
which was increased in 1846 to $%,000,000. The 
persona named in the act were Abbott Lawrence, 
Ozias Qo~dwin,~ and 'John A. Lowell. Homer 
Bartlett was the agent from 1839 to 1849 J he was 
weaeded by Joseph White from 1849 to 1856 ; 
d by FnnL P. Battles fmm 1856 to tlie present 
tima. 
April 26, a proposal was made for the creation of 

the oface of city solicitor. It originated in the 
board of aldermen, but was rejected in the common 
o o d .  

July 2 4  the city council nnthorized the building 
of a bridge over Concord River, henr 0. 11. Whip- 
pWs house. I t  was completed December 28. 

J o b  Neamith nnd otlien were incorporated as 
theTlPhitney Mills for the manufacture of blankets, 
and occupied the Stone Uill in Belvidere. The 
enterprise proved a hilure, and they sold the 
machinery to Joseph W. b u r  and John D. 
8hutevnnt. 

C. P. Talbot & Co. commenced the business of 
mtting dyewoods and manufacturing and selling 
ahemicals in a small v. The firm is now a lead- 
ing house in the business. - 

November 1, 1839, the m e d  incarporated 
companies united for the purpose of wtablishing 
the Lowell Hospihl Association. The purpolle of 
this association is "tlie convenience and comfort 
of the persons employed by them respectively when 
sick, or needing medics1 or surgical treatment." 
They purcl~sed the liouse formerly occupied by 
Kirk b t t ,  wliich Ilnd been sold August 1,1838, 
to Luther Lawrence, and moved it to the rpot 
rliere it now stnnds, near Pawtucket Fa&. . Wiia 
house, nnd the land on which it stands, wen deeded 
in tmst to the Proprietors of the Locks and Canals 
on Memmack River; the trustees were not to be 
held liable for insurance, repaim, and taxes. The 
treasurers of the several companies have the control 
of the property, and power to elect twelve trustees 
and a treasurer, to hold office during their pleasure. 
This board of trustees, made up from the d e n t  
agents of the companies, is empowerad to hold 
meetings once a month, to have a chairmen and 
clerk, to appoint one or more surgeons or phyai- 
cians, and a superintendent for the hospita1,and to 
establish the rnte of board to be paid by the patient. 
In case a patient hils to pay, the company in rhoae 
service he or she may be at the time of adntission 
pays it. 

The location of the hospital is retired, and yet 
easy of access; commanding a view of Pawtncket 
Falls and the adjacent country north and west. 
Dr. Gilman Kimball had chnrge of it until 1865 ; 
he was succeeded by Dr. George H. Whityoq, 
Dr. John W. Gnves, and Dr. Hermon J. Smith, the 
present physician. 

In 1840 Dr. Elisha ~unt i&n was re-elected 
mayor. April 7, Thomas Hopkinson was elected 
as city solicitor, the first pemn who occupied the 
office. 

Accordii to a census taken in June, the popu- 
lation of Lowell was : males, 7,341 ; females' 
13,640 ; total, %0,981. . 

July 29, a call m a  issued for 8 meeting of dl 
desirous of establishing a cemetery. The meeting 
was held at the o5ce of the Lowell Mutual Lnsur- 
ance Company, and Elisha Bartlett was chosen 
cllnirman and Thomns Hopkinson secretary. A 
committee of thirty was chosen to take the matter 
into consideration. This committee reported, at a 
meeting held Aug. 22, in favor of obtaining a suit- 
able lot of land for the purpose. At this meeting a 
new committee of five were cliosen to make esti- 
mates and suggest plans. Tliis committee reported 
in favor of the Fort-Hill Lot, owned by Oliver 



LOWELL , 7T 

M. Whipple, which could be had for $5,000. 
Snkxriptibns were opelled for lots containing 300 
qaue fee t ,  at $10 each. October 19, five liundred 
lots having been subscribed for, a committee was 
chosen to procure a charter. February 22, the act 
of incorporation grnnted Jaaunry 5?3, 1841, was 
accepted, m d  nt the meeting of Marcli 8 a code of 
by-laws was adopted,togther with a seal bearing the 
words, " Lowell Cemetery, 1841. Tlie dead shall 
be fsised." : Oliver Bl. II'hipple was chosen presi- 
dent, James G. Wmey treasurer, and Clurles 

"We shall never forget our throb of pleasme 
when we first saw The Loloell Ofiring in r tangi- 
ble form, with its bright yellow cover; nor our 
fluttering9 of delight as we perused its pages. 
True, we had seen or heard the articles before, but 
they seemed so much better in print! They a p  
peared to be as good as anybody's writings. Thgy 
sounded as if written by people who never worked 
at all." 

The success of The O$ering was such that r 
rival sprung up, called The Operaliner' Hagotiye. 

Hove! clerk: Tlie grounds were consecrated Sun- 
day, Jane 18,1841, at 44 o'clock, P. AI. Tlie ad- 
&wa was deliver& by the Rev. Amos Blanchad. 
In 1847 the chapel was built. 

I n  August the liigh-school building was dedi- 
d. 

The first number of T A e h c l l  Ofering appeared 
in October of this year. It was really wllat it pre- 
tended to be, a magazine containing original corn- 
p i t i o n s  by girls ~vorl i i~~g in the mills. Bfy 
npeiience in tlie publication of The Allrrnr, or 
&died Conunon-Place Bwk, as early as 1833, con- 
vinced me thnt there was " lnilld among the spin- 
dies." 'Quite a number of my correspo~~dents were 
fictory-girls, mid i t  was evident that all tlmt was 
'wanted to slion their ability was a medium of com- 
munication with tlie public. Tlds was obtained in 
1840 in the publication of The Offeri~ig. Tlie cir- 
cumstances attending its origin have been faitlifully 
dbfailecl by the Rev. A. C: Thomm and Miss H a -  
~ e t  Farley: An improvemelit circle wvas formed 
hi 1839-40, where written communicatio~is were 
received and rend by tlie pastor of the Secoiid.Uiii- 
vcisalist Church, Mr. 'l'homas. Tlieir autliorsliip 
beitlg unknown, they were subject to criticism and 
amendment. Tlie reading of these articles was tlie 
sole entertai~irneot of tile circle. Tl~is led to tlie 

. practice of reading, at social meetin~s of the church- 
members or the society, those articles wliicl~ wew 
of a krious atid religious charncter. The taletit 
tlms broaglit olit Icd to tile publication $of TLe 
Ofering, n production that caused quite a commo- 
tion in the liternry world. 

The two most enterprisi~tg a11d leading members 
of the circlc\rerc 1I;irriet Farley ant1 Harriet F. C ~ I L  
tis. Miss FPncy, tlie clnugl~ter of tlie.Rev. Steplien 
Farlcy'of .\mesbury, left home, a11d worked ia tllc 
mills to obtain funds for the parpose of l i e l l~ i~~p a 
brother secure a collegiate education. hi 1342, 
while ill sole charge of tlie editorial department of 

- PAe Ofluring, she writes of its first appearunw : 

1 I t  may have grown out of the jealousy of the other 
denomihations, as Nr. Thomas suggests, lie being 
a Universalist. Miss Fnrley says : "It differed 
from The Ofirirg by receiving communicatiolu 
from both sexes and from tliose females wha had left 
the mill . . . . After a time, however, the gel~tle- 
men's articles were discarded, and the magaziy 
passed entirely illto the hands of the y o u g  India; 
they owned, ed~ted, and pnblislied it." Previob 
to tlus, the male editor, A. C. Thomas, sold Tke 
Ofering to tlie printcr of TAe diagazine, William 
Scliouler ; and after a wliile both works vre 
united in one by the proprietor, and edited by 
Hamet Farley. After this, all denominatitxu 
contributed to aiid sustained it. 

Harriet F. Curtis, g' who held a dashing pen," 
as Jlr. Tlio~ilas says, mas a pretty good s p i m e p  
of tlie Yankee g~rls, wide awake, keen, and sharp. 
Women, iu her opinion, were just as fit for business 
ns men, in ~vliose vocations slie was very much 
iuterested. She wrote a novelette entitled Kafs 
i n  Search qf a Ilinpha~rd, and au esmy, 5. 5. 8. PAi- 
lo~o~~hy .  1111  lie^ articles were signed " Kate." 

Lydia S. Hall, over tlie signature of " Adela~de," 
wrote poetry that has won merited encomiums. 

- Lucy Larcom, a~~otlier contributor, elljoys r repu- 
tation tlmt dates back to The Oflrirrg. Her sig- 
nature was " L. L." 

Hamet Lees united wit11 Farley and Curtis in 
presenting Harriet Martineau with nn elegantly 
bound copy of The Oferi~ig. Tliis was ill response 
to the publication in England, b~ l\Iiss Itfartineau, 
of selections from f i e  Oflerirrg, entitlcd Nirrd 
a~nung t& Spindles. 

Articles signet1 c' S. G. B." sere co~itributed by 
&mil G.  Bngle.v,a Sew Hampsliire girl, from that 
part of Jlereditli now c d l d  Lnconia. 

Tlle Rev. IYillia~n Scoresby, D. D., Vicar of 
Dmdford, Yorksl~ire, Engl:land, visitcd this coulity 
in the summer of 184-4. During the mont4 of 
Felruar~,  1845, lie delivered two lectures in Brad- 
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ford on American ihctories and their female opera- 
tives, in which he quotes very largely from The 
Offhing. Here is his description of tlie girls as 
they came from the mills at noon : " They were 
neatly dressed, and clean in t l ~ i r  persons ; many 
with their hair nicely arranged, and not a few with 
it flowing in nicely curled ringlets. All wore 
(being the height of summer) a light calico cov- 
ered bonnet, or sort ol cal&he, large erlougli to 
acreen' the face, a d  with a depended curtain 
shielding the neck and shoulders. Blaiiy wore 
veils, and some carried silk parasols. By no means 
a few were exceeding well-lookiiig, more pallid 
than the factory-girls with us, and gcneralIy slight 
in their figure. There was not the slightest appear- 
ance of boldnms or vulgarity; on the contrary, a 
very becoming propriety and respectability of man- 
ner, approaching with some to genteel." 

% In q a r d  to the elementary education of the girls, 
he mi assured by the manager of one of the cor- 
porations that "an examination that had recently 
U e n  place in respect to eight hundred girls be- 
longing to the four mills of his corporntion, showed 
that there were only forty-three out of that number 
rho did not write their names legibly and tolerably 
well; of these, forty were Irish, and two not na- 
ti-." 

January 11, 1811, Benjamin F. Varnum died 
at Ki ltome in Centralville. Although bir. Var- 
num belonged to Drscut, he was identified with 
the interests of Lowell. He was born in Dracut 
in 1795, tlie son of Qe~ieral Joseph B. Varuum. 
He represented Dracut ill the state legislature from 
1824 to 1327, and as senator from 1827 to 1831. 

moved to the new Green School-home -on Hem-.  
mack Street, built on the spot where the old Me-  
rimack Company's school-house stood. # 

" Until 1M1 tbere llad been no substantial 
bridge over Concord River, connecting Church and 
Andover Streets. The first structure was a float 
ing bridge for foot-passengers. The next was r 
bridge set upon piles. T11is yenr a double-arch 
stone bridge was constmcted, r l~ ich  was replaced' 
iu 1858 by the present structure." 

In  1842 Nathaniel Wright was elected mayor. 
He was born in Sterling, Worcester County, P e b  
runry 13, 1785. He graduated at Hanard in the 
class of 180s. Shortly afterwards he came to 
East Chelmsford, and entered the ofice of h h d  
Stearna. He died November 6, 1858, of heart 
disease. 

Cbrlw Dickens made a flying visit to Lowell, 
the impressions of which were given in his A d  
csn Notcrfot Qmerol Ci~culation. 

Among tlie most extensive and successfd pri- 
vate enterprises in the city, is the establishment of 
the '' J. C. Ayer Company," which was founded 
by Dr. James C. Ayer in 1842. 

Dr. hyet passed Ius early life aa a clerk in 
an apothecary store in this city; ample scope to' 
gratify his predilections for the study of chemistry 
and medicine was atlorded, and he acquired a aka 
iu compounding preparntions which enabled him 
to build up a business that is almost uaporallded. 
in its extent and success. 

I n  1855 lus brother, Frederick kyer, became: 
his partner in the concern. His business tad, 

1 energy, and executive ability, coupled with the 
k 1828 he was appointed one of the board of 
 count^ commissioners, which ofRca he retained 
until 1831, when he was appoiuted sheriff for Mid- 
dleser County. He was succeeded in this office 
by General Samuel Chandler of Lexington, who 
retained the office until 1851, and was succeeded 
by Fisher A. Hilrlreth. In 1853 John S. Keyes of 
Concord was appointed sheriff, and in 1560 Charles 

doctor's professional talent, gave a new impetab 
to the .busi~~ess. I - 

This establisliment, attractive to travellers bb- 
cause of itb~orld-wde reputation, h m ' k n  visibd 
by many foreign potentates, who have adlnind the 

, magnitude of its proportions and the axtent of its 
facilities. 

June 19, 1842, John Tyler, President of the 
Kimball succeeded him. Mr. Kimball died it1 United States, visited Lowell. He  ma accom- 
1878. Elisha Huntington was re-elected mayor. 

The City Guards, an independent military corn- 
pny,  was organized this yenr. Tliis company, 
the Phalanx, aud the Nntioanl Highhuders were 
allowed the use of the city hall for drill. The 
grammar-school iiouse, afterward called the Green 
School, in hoi~or of Dr. Jo111i 0. Green, was 
erected on Middle Street. This building was sold 
ia 1870 to J. C. Aybr & Clo., aud tb scliool re- 

panied by 'Abbott Lawrence, Isaac Hill, J o h  
Tyler, Jr., and others. Thhre was a procession, 
in which appeared the teachers and scllolars of the 
high school, a citizen's cavalcade, and e military 
escort. Tlie President visited tlle works of the 
biiddlesex, Lowell, Boott, and Nerrimack corn- 
pnies, and expressed himself highly gratified with. 
all of them. I 

In 1845 N a t h d  Wright was m-elected mayor. 



Pebrnvy 80, the city council instructed the rep 
rwentativecr to the General Court to oppose tile 
mesa t ion  to Lowell of that part of Dracut cal l4 
Cclltralville. The Central Bridge Company ob- 

- trined*.n act authorizing i t  to rebuild tile bridge 
across Murimack River, and it was accepted, April 
5, by the city council. Foot-tolls were abolished 

* on this bridge, - an inducement for people em- 
ployed j, Loweli to reside in Dracut. 

February 5, 1844, the Prescott Mannfactur- 
ing Company was incorporated, with a capital of 
$800,000. The persons named in the Act were 
Natlun Appleton, William Storgis, and Patrick T. 
JlcLwm. Homer Bartlett, the agent until 1849, 
nrs s d e d  by Frank F. Battles from 1849 to 

houses and land belonging to them, on the &st day 
of April, 1W5, commenced making cottou machin- 
ery, mill-gearing, and castings. At the present time 
(1871)) tlie authorized apital is. $1,000,000, and 
the capital stock, as voted by the stockholden and 
paid in, is 5600,000. 

The Proprietors of the Locks and Canals, pra 
vious to 1845, built and equipped with machineq 
all tile cotton-mills, with the exceptioa of two, 
then iu opei-ation in Lowell ; but since then nearly 
all the machinerj, turbine water-wheels, and mill- 
gearing here beep funlkl~ed by tlie Lowell Ma- 
clii~ie-Shop. TIP Locks and Canals Company wem 
among the first in tl~is country to build locomo- 
tives, and the Lowell llacliine-Shop continued the 

1856, and in 1856 by Willinm Brown. Mr. Brown 
d i d  October 18,1875, and was succeeded by Eras- 
tus Boyden, who is t l ~ e  present superintendent. 
l'be P m t t  was nnited to the lfassachusetts Corn- 
pany, in December, 1846, and they we now one, 
="*panJ. 

Tlie city council, February 19, appointed a joint 
special committee to take into consideration the 
subject of establishing a city school-library. Nay 
20, an olrlinance was passed establishing the City 
School-Library in Lowell, and tile sum of $2,000 
N apprbpriated, to be added to $1,215 received 
from t h e  state for that purpose. During tlie thirty- 
five Fears since the establishment of t ) ~  librnry, end- 
iug Jononry 1, 1879, there lias been appropriated, 
including 8 1,215 from tlie state, by-tl~e city cou~~cil 
the sunt ef $51,150.95, which, wit11 the receipts 
from variom sources (521,470.91), makes an ag- 
gngnte of $78,621.89. I t  is estimated tliat the 
number of volumes in tile hbrary, including all 
works of nference, is about twenty-four thou- 
sand. 
The Lowell NaohineShop nps orgaiiizcd as a 

corporatiod, at a meeting held ill Boston Narch 12, 
1845, by the cl~oice of Kirk Boott clerk, seven 
directors, Jol~u A. Lowell pmident, and J. Thomas 
Stevenson treasurer, $300,000 was fixed for the ' 

1 masufacture to some extent ; they also made steam- . 
engines, bollem, and macl~inists' tools. 'Illis c b  
of machinery mas discqntinued a few years. since. 
111 1858 tlre sl~op began building paper machinery 
of the different k i ~ ~ d s  in me, and it is noione ,d ,  
tlie departments of its masufwt.ure. Besides the 
macl~inery made for the cotton-mills in Lowell, veq. 
large quantities have been and are fumislied to 
other mills in t l~e  New England States, and tp qnitq 
a number of the smaller mills in the Sputherq 
States. 

J, Huntington Wolcott, Esq., is pesident of t b  
corporation ; J. Tl~omas Stevenson, Fsq., r a s  the 
treasurer from the first, till l~is  death ill Bugast, 
1876. To the strictest integrity i all l i s  dealings 
he joined a nre ability ;~p a business man. . 

Mny 5, tlie city cou~~cil autl~orizecl the purchase 
of land for two commons. The South Common. 
contains about tme~~ty acres, and cost $11,954.98, 
Tlie Rortl: Common contains about ten acres, an4 
cost $12,857.59. 

A new grammar-school Irouse, on tlie corner of 
Jliddlesex and Brar~ch Streets, was built this  year^ 
nnd was called the Fra~~klin. 

Pentucket Lodge of hlnsons, organized in 1807, 
after a checkered rxyerimce, in hlarch, 1834, held 
the Inst " recordcil" meeting. " The clmrter, jewels, I capital ,stock, aud hnd bee11 previously subscribed and property of tlie lodge \rew surrendered to tlle 

for by fifty,-five subscribers. Tl~e par v:rlue of tlie Grand Lodge, t l~e  fur~~iture divided among the 
 share^ waq fixed at $500. Tl~e office of the treas- , brethreu, or sold at auction, and a long, dnrk night 
orcr has always been in Boshn. A t  a weetirig of 1 settled down upon maeollry in Lowell." It1 IS45 
the dizectors on the same day, 11~1lliam A. Burke 
m appointed superintendent at h r t h l .  

The Lowell Jlacl~ine-Shop having bought of the 
Proprietors of tile Locks ant1 Qnnh 011 Alerri-k 
River their machine-sliops and foundry, with all 
tite to& and machinery in them, also tile tenelllent 

this was succeeded b~ brighter promisee. A meet- 
ing was l~elcl July 14, nt which measures were taken 
to resuscitate the lodge, and " Seldcmber 10, Jesse 
Pllelps, Danicl 13aIcl1, Jos11u;l Swan, Co1bu.m 
Blood, Jr., Ransom Bred, Jell'erson Bancroft, and 
Joel Adams petitioued t 11e G n ~ i d  Lodge, for a 



restoration of the chnrter of Pentucket Lodge, its 
jew& and its propert&" This petition tvns granted, 

. and i t  was reopened septem&r 16, at the dmeHing-• 
house of Jesse~Plielps, on the &lcrrimac~ Curpori2 
tion. Octobq 2, the meeting was held for tlie 
W time in lVe~tt\vorth's Hall. 

March 10, 1846, t L  former members of Mount 
Horeb Royal Arch Chnpter petitior~ed for a restorn- 
tion of their charter, rliich lihd been revoked iu 
1 8 ~ .  This.-peiition w a s  gmnted, and the 6rst 
meeting was held April 6, 1846. 

June 19, 1852, n dispensntioh was granted for 
&new lodge, called the Ancient York, and Jeffer- 
soq Bancroft was appointed Master. The charter 
be& date June 9, 1853. 
Mber 21, 1833, n cbrter  w u  granted under 

which Pilgrim Encampment was institutkd, and its 
offieera were installed November 8. 

December 9,1838, a charter was granJcd for the 
k w i t a t i o n  of the hhnsuerus Council. nis, origi- 
naly a "self-constituted ''. body, wvm established 
July 6, 1826. 

March 13, 1867, a chrter was granted for the 
yilwinniug Lodge,. and its officers mere installed 

- )I.rih 26. 
- March 11, 1868, another lodge, called tlie Wil- 

IitqNdrth, was chr te rd ,  andathe officera were in- 
. et$4ed-biarch 26. - 

In addaion to the above there were the Lowell 
Wge of Perfection, tlie Lowell Council of Princes 
&rJerusaleb, sncl tlie Mount Calvary Chapter of 
Rose Croix, and b1assachusetf.s Consistory thirty- 
two degrees. The consistory rn removed to 
Boaton in '1871. Charters mere obtained for these 
between 1857 and 1868. 

The last meetipg held in Masonic Hall on John 
.Street was =&nuhry 81, 1872. The number of 
members of the different lodges at that time m : 
hutucket q 5 ,  W i e u t  York 196, Kilwinuing 43, 
Killiam Nogth 111, -total 615. 

Februaq 13,1872, tlie lodges dedicated the new 
Masonic 'J?eth$e, erected by lIocum Hosford, Esq., 
on 3Ierrima& Street; on ~rhicll occasion R. W. 
William Sewall Ganluer delivered an address, from 
which~the nbove facts in regard to Wsonry ;in 
LowelT lmve been gleaned. 
. T1;is yenr the Rev. H. A. bIacs publiol~ed a little 

lurndbpok, aititled Lowell as It IYas a d  aa It Is. 
It vm very mucli needed at  diat time, giviiig in- 1 
formatiou that had been carefully gathered from 
the-Iiedt$uthorities, and is co~ls'idered striEt$re- 
liable. 

. . 

~ e b r u n j  9, 1816, the city council passed an 
order re~noristrating against a petition to the legis- 
hture kkiug for the annexation of 'thl part of 
Dracut called Centralville. 

Jelferson B a d t  was mayor thia year. He 
was bpni in Warricl, Mass., April SO, 1803. The 
Exclinnge Coffee H- on Lowell Street, the store 
uo\v occupied byCook a ~ ~ d  Tnjlor on Celitral Street, 
and the first ddbg- l iouse  built on Tyler Stnet 
were erected by him. He purchased of the Locks 
and Canals Company the Stone House, and leased 
it to Major S a d  A. Coburn. When that gen- 
tIeman relinquishd it, he changed i t  from a hotel 
td a private drrdliag-l~ouse. Eventually it went 
into the possession of Dr. J. C. Ayer. , 

When President Polk visited Lowell, J- 30, 
,1847, Mayor BrnclDft said, among other things, 
" Although I ham tbe honor, as mayor of thd city, 
to welcome yon among us to-ds)., some twenty 
yeam ago I c o ~ o r d  my career here, and was 
a long time employed as an operative in yonder 
mills." 

April 14, the venerable judgs of the police court, 
Hon. Josepli Lodre, resigned his offia. 

Nathan Crosby received the appointment of 
judge of the police court in May, and hes con- 
tinued, from that time to the present, to discharge 
the arduous duties of the position acceptably. 
. The Hamilton h u f a c t u r i n g  Company, finding 

thht their purchrres of cloths for printing were 
hferior ill quality, erected a new mill on tlie bank 
of the canal iu rhicli to manufacture theu own 
printing cloths. April 17, tlie wall of the new 
mill towards the canal fell with a crash, Wing the 
lcanal with the dm&. 

A new carpet-mill, built for the power-looms, 
coveriug over three quarters of an acre of ground, 
beil~g two liundred aud seventy-two feet long, one 
hundred and thirty-eight feet aide, one story above 
the basement, mas commend this yenr. 

Tile New or Northern Canal u.a~ commenced in 
~ u n t ?  'of this year. The necessity of this c a u l  was 
felt, fr6m the fact that so many mills were dmning 
on. the old canal. The lass of Iiend, after' running 
ti few hours in the morning, was about fivc feet, 
compelling the m a  to nu1 at a low speed the re- 
mainder of thc day. The letlgtli of this cnml is 
five tlio;smd feet. Tlie water-wvap is one l i undd  
fget aide a ~ ~ d  f i k  feet deep. Water m s  let 
intd it Tlianksgiviag Day, November 25, 1847. 

Tlie cnml cost S!i30;(H)O, empming in its con- 
struction seven handred to one thousalld yenom, 





seventy horses, seventy-two oxen, and seven steam- 
engines. Twelve thousand barrels of cement were 
used in builcling it. 

The subterranean ana l  under Worthen Street 
unites the waters of the Ketv Canal wit11 the old 
3lerrimnck Canal, tliw g i~ ing  all the mills located 
on the Intter a more reliable supply. Its length 
is about one quarter of a mile, width thirty feet, 
and depth ten feet. I t  cost about S100,OOO. 

The people of Ireland this year (1847) were 
threatened with starvation, n d  our country, with 
o generous liberality, contributed for their relief. 
Meetings were held in this city, committees orgnn- 
ized, and 51,990 contributed for the relief of the 
sufferers. 

May 1, the number of school-children in the city 
between the ages of four and sixteen was (1,089. 

May 11, the county commissioners purchased a 
lot of land on Gorham Street, Chapel Hill, for the 
new court-house, at ten cents per foot, and also 
five acres of land of Itn~lsom Reed at $800 per 
acre, on which to loate the jail, or house of cor- 
M i o n .  

September 12, Pntrick Tracy Jnckson died at his 
seaside residence in Beverly. He was born at 
h'ewbnryport, August 14, 1780, the youngest son 
of the Hon. Jonathan Jackson. From 1312 to 
1517 the life of Mr. Jackson is so interwoven with 
that of Fnacis C. Lowell, that to know one is to 
know both. They were engaged in the same pur- 
suits, and labored for the same end. Being deprived 
of the co-operntion of Mr. Lowell, who died in 
lS17, there was no hesitation, no dmwing back on 
his part. The experience he had acquired, united 
with his sagncity, emiuently fitted him for the p s i -  
tion of manager in carrying forward to completion 
the p h s  he I d  the geuius to form. From 1831 
to the time of his death the history of Lowell is 
his history. 

The slow ~KMXS of teaming and boating mer- 
ch ru l i s  from Boston to Lowell and back, the in- 
conver~ience of being blocknded witli snow in winter 
or delayed by heavy rnin-storms in summer, must 
give way to a more expeditious metllod, and tlie 
Boston and Lowell Railroacl ms planned and built. 
To do this, surveying had to be done, estiinatecr to 
be made, eminent engineers consulted, the objec- 
tions of opponents answered, friends assured, grum- 
blers pacified, delays exphi~led, and money sub- 
xribed. All this Mr. Jackson accomplidird. 

After the death of Mr. Boott, when it \ms found 
that the stock of the Locks and bnals  Company 

had depreciated, 31r. Jnckson m s  placed f the 
liead of tlint compuy, nnd succeeded in bringing 
back its pnlmiest da~s .  This ~nlii~iiced his previous 
reputation, and 110 great public enterprise was 
uuderhken without colisultirig him. During the 
lnst few pears of his life Ire was treasurer nnd agent 
of the Great Falls Jln~iufacturing Compny at  
Somersworth, Kew E-Iampsliire. Bad judpcnt  and 
injudicious mauagement lind made it an unprofitable 
concern. The cliniiges lie made and tlie capabili- 
ties he developed soon brought about n different 
result. The strain, however, was great; tlie cam 
nnd responsibilit~ proved too much for liis physical 
strength. After a pear or two tlie effects wen 
exhibited in a gradual prostmtion. When attacked 
by dysentery ill the summer of 1847, lie sunk uuder 
it. His biognpli!, ~vritteii by his friend, John A. 
Lowell, eliters mow fully into the beauty and con- 
sistency of his cliaracter. He possessed a nice 
settee of honor, was governed by an enlightened ' 

coi~xience, and distiriguislied by a chcerfulnesa 
and benevolence that attracted and won all aith 
whom he came in contact. 

October 30, the City.Institution for Savings war 
organized. Tlie Appleton Bank nns incorporated 
tlus pear, witli a capital of 8100,000, since i n c , d  
to $300,000. 

A~er's New City is tlie nnme given to one of the 
suburbs of Lowell. Daniel hyer was its founder. 
Hc purchased the land, a sandy plain near Hale's 
Brook, hid out streets and lots, obtained a plan, 
and l~nd a molioter auction sale, enticing attendnna 
by the promise of a barbecue, that is, m ox roasted 
aliole. The occasion drew a crowd of people, but 
tlie unsavory smell slmiled their appetites. Ayer 
went into chancery in 1844, owing money to a 
number of persons; but he eventully paid them. 

July 4, 1845, there were two celebrations, and 
orations \\-ere delivered bp Elislla Bartlett and the 
Rev. John Moore. 

The reservoir on Lpnde's Hill, in Terksbury, 
n7as built by tlie companies this gear under tlie 
crupe~~intendc~~ce of J. B. Fmncis. I t  is about one 
and one half miles froin tlie city hall. Tlie top of 
t.he embankment is 190 feet above tlie water-level 
in tlie upper canals. The dcptli of tlie reservoir is 
15 feet, \\.it11 13 feet of water, giving the rater 
in tlie reservoir n iieiglit of 184 feet. Tlie reser- 
voir is 171 feet equam at the top and 102 feet at 
tlie bottom. IYl~en full it contains 1,201,641 
imperial gallons. 

I t  is supplied from the. canal near the machine- 
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ohop by a pump driven by r b-t-wheel. The 
object of the reservoir is to supply water in case 
of fin, when tlie canals are driwn off, to feed 
steam-boilers, and for tile use of boarding-:-houses. 

September 11, the prevalence of the cholera 
created mucli ahrm. The number that had died 
in Lowell, previous to date, was seventy-one, of 
whicli fifty-two were buried in the Catholic bury- 
ing-ground. 

September 12, Father Matthew visited Lowell, 
lectured in tlie city tiall and in some of tile Catlio- 
lic churclies. Over four thousand of his country- 
men signed the pledge during liis shy. 

January 1, 1850, the Lowell Gas Light Com- 
pany introduced gas. 

The spacious court-house 011 Gorliam Street 
was erected this year. The edifice is of brick, 
f i p r o o f  tlirougliout, and cost about $100,000. 

Captain William If-ymnii proposed to erect an 
observatory on LyndeJs Hill in Belvidere. This 
hill is over two hundred feet higher than the water- 
level in the canals. He obtaiiied a lithographic 
plate of tlie observatory, comlnenced soliciting sub- 
wriptions, and put in the fouiidatioo, which re- 
mains the only evidence of his patriotic intentions. 

The llrocess of kyaniziiig timber wsm com- 
mewed by J. B. Fmncis, tlle agent of the Locks 
and Canals Compn~iy. I t  is a preservative of 
d against wet and dry rot, attacks from insects, 
and the adherence of animal and resctnble matter. 
The material is cliloride of zitic in solution, con- 
taining fifty-five per cent uf dry chlorine. 

April 6, the Prescott Baiik was incorporated; 
capital $100,000, since iiicreosed to $500,000. 

December 9, the question, '' Is it expedient tlint 
the prt of Dracut called Ce~itrnlville be riinered 
to the city of Lowell, according to the petitioii of 
I,. G. Howe ai~d otl~ers ? " was voted updn ; yeas 
851, nays 1153. Notdthstandiiig this vote, the 
bill before the legislature m s  passed, to be en- 
g r d  Februnry 27, 1851, and approved by the 
governor the next day. The additioli to Lowell 
ras about tllree fourths of a square miie. 

January 21, 1851, the governor and council np- 
pointed Fislier A. Hildretli sheriff for tlie couuty of 

. Middlesex. General William Hildretli of Dracut, 
his ancestor, was sheriff in -1813; lie wns succeeded 
by Qelieral N. Austiii of Cliarlestown, B. F. Var- 
num of Dracut, and Genenl Chnndler of Lesing- 
ton. Fisher A. Hildreth was succeeded bv John 
9. Key- of Co~icord, Clurles Kimball of ~ikleton, 
and Eben Fiske the present incumbent. 

This year the madachr ing  companies f o d  it 
necessary to eednomize in the use of water. 'l'b 
old breast-wheels, b r ing  a diameter of fmm thir- 
teen to thirty feet, and a length of twelve feet, 
that had been in ese frbm 1833 to 1845, rue 
being replaced by turbine-wheels. The b& 
wheels were held in big11 estimation, but required 
an extrnvaput use of water. The water used did 
not give more than sixty per cent of the power. 
Tlie first turbitie-rkl was put in at the Appleton 
Company's Works in 1839. 

December 16, the old Stone -Mill in Behiden, 
owned by Charles Stcttt, wns burned. The Watsou 
Liglit Guard u.as v l l i z e d  tliis year. 

blny 22, 1853, the proposition to build a lull 
in coniiection wit11 :be Boston and LoweU Bail- 
road Comply's depot on Merrimack Street 'ma 
adopted by tlie city aouncil, and a committee 
clmsen with full porer to make the contract and 
carry out the plan. The mult ms Hun- 
.Idall and Jackson Hd. 

April 22, tlie gmt freshet occurred. The Mat- 
Timack rose tliirteen and one half feet on the dam 
at Pawtucket Falls. Stones were placed on Paw- 
tucket Bridge to pment its demolition. Concord 
River Bridge was barricaded. In  Belvidere, on 
Davidson, Wall, and Howe streets, nearly all the 
houses were surrounded by water; some of them 
to the depth of four or five feet. Stott's mills, 
the surrouinding workshops, and the' P~escott 
Company's block rere deep in the. water. The 
bar-mom of the City Hotel lind three feet of water 
in it. 

All the hou- on the low lands in Centralville 
were flooded, and the families in them were oblrgbd 
to move out. The prds of the Middlesex, Pns- 
cott, Massachusetts, Boott, and Lawrence c o m p  
nies mere overflowed, .Iso the lower rooms in their 
mills. 

The premises of Coburn Blood, in Dracut, ,rere 
flooded ; he saved his cattle by swimming them 
to dry hnd. He rrs ninety-three years old, d . 
never knew the water so high before. The trains 
on tlie Stony Brook and Northern Railmads were 
stopped. The foresight of J. B. Francis in m 
building the gmnd locks became evident when the 
water reached its highest point. The -large gate 
wiu lowered for tlie first time. 

June 1, 1853, the mamesit Bank was organ- 
ized, with a capital that .has aince been i n c d  
to $250,000. It rent into opention Novem- 
ber 1. 
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Joly 4, Snmucl Appleton d i d  in Boston. Hc 
was a krge stockholder in the various manufactu. 
ing cornparries in Lowell. 

August 1, the IVamesit Steam . Ells Company 
m formal; Lseae P k ,  J. G. Peabody, md 
othem were iutereaeed in .the enterprise. 

September 30, the Lowell Museum was b m d .  
October 6,. T. P. Goodhue, postmaster, .died. 

At a later day Fisher A. Hilheth was appointed 
his. snccessor. 

h'ovember 1, George Wellman invented one of 
the simplest and yet most important improvements 
to the dl%-machine,  called the " self top-strip 
per." 

November 10, ~ o s e i h  Locke did.  He wan 
born in Fitzwilliam, N. H., April 8, 1773, and 
gruluated at Dartmouth College in 1797. He 
studied law with Timothy Bigelow, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1801. The next year he 
o p e d  an office in Billerica. He was elected rep 
mentative to the legislature from that town in 
1806, and was re-elected seven times. He was 
president of the court of sessions eight years. He 
was presidential elector the same year. He was a 
member,of the constitutional oonventio~l of 1820, 
mad of the governor's council in 1822-23. He 
mtne to h a d  in 1833, and received the appoint 
ment of. justice of the police court. In 1849 he 
nm anem of the .representative to the legislature 
from Mwell. 
. . The old city .hall building was remodelled t h i ~  
jear at an expeDde of $15,000. 
In 1854 Sewall G. Mack was chosen maJot. 

2ko principal events of this year were the organi- 
tation of the lbferchautd B o d ,  May 8, and of the 
Fiv&it Saoings Bank, Nay 16. 

In hiarch, 1855, IVilliam Livingston died. 
Chiefly to him Lowell owes the successful comple- 
tion of the Lowell and Lawrence, and the Salem 
and Lowell railroads. These roads-were incotlm- 
rated and built, notwithstandiug the persistent op- 
position of the Boston and Lowell Company, which 
claimed that its chartered rights were violated by 
their constmction. 

J m e  1, tlie number of school-cliildre~\ was 
6;253. 

Tlle p h s  dram by J m e s  H. h ~ ~ d  for the llew 
jail were adopted by the count! commissioners. 

In June the Middlesex North Agricultural So- 
ciety was orgb~deed, William Spencer presidenb 
Th society purchased a lot of land of tlie 230s- 
ton and Lowell Railroad Company, and in ,1660 

I I !*z.-:- :-;=i- 1. - - 
bd3t&- > , ~ <  . L.e~.&&-&ii-:z ?--5k&~. w . 

PLvbCeat 8.rlam But 

! bought bt tlie Lowell Bleachery Compny a build- 

tember, 1861, this ground war p n t d  to theunited 
States for a camp, called. Camp Chase. . I t  wan 
vacated November 19. 
. 111 1860 the Union ~ ~ r i c u l t & a l  ~ibrar) . '~sso- 
ciation was establishid, with oile hundred and forty 
members and a libnry cousisting of two hundred 
and eevene-five volumes. The interest has sub- 
sided, but the books remain. I 

July 2, a registry of deeds. for the Northern 
District of hliddlesex County. was opened in the 

! ne.w court-house, yicl A. B. Wright. was appointed 
register. Mr. Wright was succeccled by .I. IT. 
h~nlJ  a~id Nr. Beard by J. P. Thompson. The 
district I~O\V comprises Lowell, Billerica, Carlisle, 
Cbelmsforct, Dnciit, Dunstiible, Littleton, Ikwl;s- 
bury, T~iipborougl~, We,.tfordJ and TTilmington. 

July 4, Augustus Woodbury delivered the. om- 
tion. 

August 18,. Non. Abbt t  Lawrence died. In 
1830 he was induced to take an interest in the 
manufacturing business established here ; his prple 

. hg.wl~ich was moved on tlie grouid md fitted up 
for the accommodatio~~ of the society. 'fl~is build. 

I , ing wne dedicated June 18, 1860. Early iu Sep 
I I 
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is recorded as one of the incorporntors of the Tre- 
mont Y i h  in 1831, of the Bootl Cottoll JIills in 
1835, and of the Lowell lfachine-Shop in 1845. 

Central Bridge was laid out as ti public highway 
by the city couucil. I t  was op .hd  as such in 
October, 1856. In  1Y32 the proprietors of the 
bridge allowed the occupants of their lattd in Cen- 
tialville to cross the hridp toll free, thus offering 
ind~icements to people to become their tenants. 

When Celitralville \ras antiexed to Lowell, it con- 
tailled 909 inhabitants ; its valuation was 5294,511. 
I ~ I  1874 it contai~ied 8,000 inhabitauh, and its 
valuation was $2,500,000. 

The Lawrevce Cadets were organized this year. 
The name was challged ill 1861 to the National 
Greys. 

August 9, 1856, three young men - Rogers, 
Curhing, andTilden-tried the experiment of going 
over Pawvtucket Falls in a boat. They are alive 
tot tell their experience. 
. October 28, wvllile Rufus Choate *as addressing 

mow than 3,000 citizens in Huntington Hall, the ' 

floor of thc hall suddenly se'ttled, causing great 
consternation. The seats had been removed, and 
the hall was paoked with people. General B. F. 
Butler beh~g present, quieted the people by a timely 
caution, and the .meeting dissolved without injury 

any one: 
- 

December 8, the post-office was removed from 
Tyler's buildiig on Middle Street to the 1JIuseum 
building on Menimack Street. 

Dr. Nathan Allen, who for many years has in- 
terested himself in sanitary and hygie~lic cluestions, 
expresd  in 1857 the opinion "that Lowell, whether 
compared as a whole wvith other citiej and towns 
in New England, or its America poljulation with 
the same class in other places, preuelds n remark- 
ably favorable state of llenlth for the past twenty- 
five years. The absence of aged people in tile 
populatibn, to increase the tate of mortality, is 
o h t  in a great degree by the number of deaths 
occasioned by casualties. From 1830 to 1846, 
two hundred and tbirty-one deaths are reported 
as occasioned by drowiiing, accidents with ma- 
chinery," etc. 

Messm. Charles P. and Thomas Tnlbot, the flrm- 
name being C. P. Talbot-8: Co., who commenced 
business in Lowell in 1839, in a store opposite the 
Wasllington House, as dealers in drugs and dye- 
rtuffi, found the business of sufficient importance 
to warrant them in building a factory in North 
Billerice 

ThC bridge over the Concord River, on East 31- 
rimack Street, was rebuilt at an expense of $2,700. 
The fall of the easterly arch of the Church S t m t  
bridge over the Concord River occurred this year. 

This year (1857) will long be remembered an a 
period of Aimncial distress. Some of the mills in 
Lowell completely rtoppl, and others ran ou short 
time. Thousattds were unemployed, and all kinds 
of business suffered. 

In 1858 the Church Street Bridge over the Con- 
cord River was rebuilt at an expel= of 311,296.1l. 

August 13,1859, the first steam fire-engine pro- 
cured by the city mas tried with satisfactory re- 
sults. The fire department had been e n c o u r a ~  
and sustaiued from the organization of the torn, 
the best men secured for engineen, and all the 
modern appliances a~ld improvements a d o l d .  

hiarch ZS, 1860, the city purc11ased Park Gar- 
den, in Belvidere, for n comtnon, at an expense of 
$1,800. 

Bfay 10, the Lowell Felting Mills were estab- 
lished by Bloses A. Johnso~l and Isaac Schofield, 
who commeitced the natlufacture of felting from 
Russian and America11 cattle hair, at .the foot of 
Howe Stmt,  Iklvidere. Mr. Scllofield retired, and 
in 1866 James S. Wiggin and George Brierton 
of Boston, with Mr. Johnson, purclmed the steam 
saw-mill on Pawtucket Street, and erected a, build- 
ing ~uitable for their purpose. 

bfoy 23, the oltl jail on Dutton Street was sold 
at auction for 85,360. The original cost was 
$15,000. 

July 93, the proprietors of Pawtucket Bridge 
offered to sell the bridge for $18,000. The tQwn 
of Dracut agreed to pay $2,000 and the city of 
Lowell 84,000, in case the county comrn~ssiot~en 
would lay the b r ide  out as a public highway. 
February 4, 1861, the matter was settled by the 
commissioners; the county was charged Kith the 
balnnce of 36,000, and the bridge was free. Feb- 
ruary 20, 1861, the event was duly celebrated; a 
rope was fastened to the toll-gate, I l o m  were 
hitched to the rope, and the gate was dmwn s c r o ~  
the bridge, p d e d  by a band of musk. 

THE REBELLION OF 1861. 

MARCH 1, 1861, MechanicsJ Snvinga Bauk was 
incorporated. 

April 12, the guns of South Carolina fired upon 
Fort Sumtcr. The intelligence of this aroused the 
ptriotistn of the Nortk, and all political differem 
were forgotten in the one prevalent desire to pre. 



rrre the Union- bs early ns January 21, a meet  
ing: of the officera of the 6th Nwsqchusetts Regi- 
ment was held at the b e r i c a u  House in Lowell 
to " arrange for future. coatingeucies." At this 
meeting Major B. F. Watson of Lawrence pre- 
sented the following resolution, rhicli received the 
approval of all present : - 
" Brdwd, That Colonel Jones be authorized and re- 

quested, fortl~witb, to tender the services of the 6Lh regi- 
mmt to dte commander-inchief and legislature, when sucl~ 
srmiqe IMJ become desirable, for tlre purposes coutem- 
pktcd in General Order No. 4. . . 

This resolution was rend in the. legislat;re by 
Gen. B. P. Butler, who was at that time a member 
of the senate. 

April 15, Colonel Jones received the following 
otder : - 

" Bantmrc~Ith of Mumdurrtlr. 
" Anrvrrm-GP~PAL'S O ~ P I C E ,  BOSTOX. April 15, 1861. 

"Cob. JOXES: Sir, I am directed by His Excelleucg, 
tk Commtpder-ill-Chief, to order you to muster your re$- 
rnent on Boston Common, fortliwith, in compliance with r 
requbition.de by the Piesident of the United States. 
The troops are tu go to Wash~ngton. 
" By order of His Excelleucy, t b  Com~nander-iu-Chief, 

* WILLIAM Scuou LER, ddjnlunf-General." 

' On the njght of the 15th it became known that 
tb 6th regiment was called to go to the front; 
the soldiers assembled at the annories, and fifty 

.or sixty names aere added to the rolls. Colonel 
'3oues was prese~~t, and made a speech to the 
com+ies. The me11 we& busy all night maki~lg 
necessary preparations. The nest morning the 
armories were crowded by citizens, who came 
forward with offers of money, clothing, etc. A 
drizzly rain-stonn prevailed, but it did not damp 
tlle ardor of the meu. 

The out-of-town companies arrived about riine 
o%lock, A. x., and the regiment assembled in 
Hui~tiugton Hall. 

The followi~~g colnpnies were from Lowell : 
C o r n p ~ ~ y  A, Kational Greys, Josiali A. Sawtell, 
dptaia  ; C, Mechanic Pliahns, Albert S. Folli~ns- 
bee, caphill.; D, City Guards, Janles I\'. Hart, 
c=lptaui; H, W a t s o ~ ~  Light Guard, John F. Ko~es, 
lieutenant commanding. 

At tell o'clock Hunti~lgtcn~ I-Iall was filled. 
Colonel Jones introduced the inayor, ~r-110 presided. 
Rev. Amos Illanchard, D. D., read the Eiglitecr~~ti~ 
P&. Addresses aere made b j  the major 
(B. C. S q e ~ l t ) ,  A. R. Brown, Escl., T. II. Sweetser, 
Esq., captail Petet Ikggertf, Hoa. Linus Cldd, 

- Colonel George F. Sali-tell, and Hon. 'l'aypir IYWIL 

worth. Mayor Sargent assured the eoldiera that 
they and their families should'be cared for by the 
city. The city government promptly responded 
April 18, v o t i ~ ~ g  the sum of $8,000 to be used for 
that purpose. The benediction was pronouuced by 
Rev. Dr. Blanchard. 

The regiment, accompanied by tlie Brigade Band, 
took an extra trail1 of cars for Boston at a quar- 
ter before twelve o'clock. 011 its amral  in Bostou 
it luarcliecl to Fa~ieuil Hall. During the march 
the men were eritliusiastically cheered by the people 
y l ~ o  lined the streets and occupied tlie building 
along tlie route. At quarter-past four o'clock, P. u., 
i t  marched from Faneuil Hall, 'through State and 
Washington streets, to ~ h l s t o n  Hall, where qnnr- 

i ten Imd been prepared. 
April 17, the regiment was increased in Bdston 

by the addition of tlie Stoneham Light Infantry, 
1 Captain J. H. Dike ; the Wasliir~gton Light Guard, 
Boston, Captain IValter S. Sampson'; and the 
Worcester Light Infantry, Captain Harrison W. 
Pcatt. The other compa~~ies were filled up by men 
from other regiments, so that tile 6th n u m b e d  
sis  hundred a id  fifty men. At eleven A.M.' the 

, regiment lnarcl~ed to the State House, where those 
of the troops who had old muskets were furnished 
with tlie new rifled musket; emch man rk ived  an 
overcoat,' flannel sliirt and drawers, hid d pair of ~ stockiugs. IThile in front of the State House the 
regimental colors were pren:ited to Colo~~el Jones 
by Governor ~ ~ ~ d r e w ,  who said : - ~ " Soldiers, surn~noned suddenlj, with 6ut a mo- 
r n e ~ ~ t  for preparation, we llare doneall that lay in 
the power of men to do,'- all tliat rested in the 
power of !.our state government to do, -to prit- 
pare the citizen soldiers of llassachusetts for t l h  
service. We shall follow ~011 with our h.neclic- 
tions, our benefactions,'and pn!en. Tl~ose wl~om 
you leave behind you we shall cl~erisli ill our beart 
of haqrts. You carry wit11 JOU our utmost faith 
aud confidence. We know tliat you never will 
return until you cpil bring tlle assurances that the 
utmost duty has been performed ~vhicl~ brave and 
patriotic Inell can acco~nplisl~. This flag, sir, take 
and 'bear with '!ou. I t  will be an eiible~u 011 
which all e y e  \\.ill rest, rr~nindiag >-oo al\vays of . . 

that whici~ you are bound to liold most diar." 
111 reylj, C'olotd Jol~es said : - 
".Your Escellc.acj, jou 11he givcd to me this . .  . 

flag, .wIiicl~ is tlie e~nblem of all tliat stands before 
* 

1 - Prorud by tbc pvernor. 1t the uiggcrtiou of Gmd 
n. F. Butler. 
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you. It represents my whole command; and, so 
help me God, I dl never disgrace it ! " 

Before leaving the city, Lizzie Cln\vson Jones, 
the youthful daughter of the colonel, was adopted 
as the dauglitcr of the regimeut. 

At seven P. x. the line of march was taken for 
the Worcester depot, under the escort of the second 
battalion of infantry. The sllouts of tlie people, 
mingled with the discllarge of caunon nud the ring- 
ing of the bells, were heard aU tlirougli the route. 
At Worcester the military, fire department, aud 
thousands of people lined the track as the tmin 
paused. Early ail tlie morning of the 18th the regi- 
ment amved in New York and marclied to its quar- 
ters at  the Astor, St. Nicholas, and Metropolitan 
hotels. The reception was cordial and entliusi- 
istic, The streets were literally packed with sol- 
diers and citizens to do it honor. At noon the 
6th marched to the Jersey Ferry, and took the 
train for Washington. At Trenton and Newnrk, 
N. I., a salute was fired in honor of its appear 
am.  The 6th arrived at  Philadelphia about eight 
o'clock, P. M., where the crowds of people were 
so dense that the regiment could only move through 
the streets by the flank. The cheering was inces- 
mnt. The officers men entertained at the Coniti- 
nental Hotel, and the soldiers were quartered at 
the G r a d  House. While the soldiers were 
seeking repose, Colonel Jones llad a conference 
with Brigadier-Genen~l P. S. Davis, of t l ~  First 
Brigade, Massachusetts Militia, who llad been sent 
forward by Governor hudrew to arrange subsistence 
and transportation, and who, hving heard the 
most exciting rumors a~ ld  threats from Baltimore, 
declined to take the responsibility of ordering tile 
regiment either to go on or wait for further infor- 
mation. Colonel Joues' reply was, " Bly orders are 
to reach Washington at the earliest possible moment, 
and I shall go on." General Davis, extellding 11is 
hand, replied, "Colonel, if you go on, I sliall go 
with you." The only fear Colonel Jones expressed, 
in continuing the mi~ference, was, that the train 
might be destroyed by an obstruction on the track, 
or by the destruction of a bridge, c-msing a wliole- 
sale slaugliter, for wliicl tlie friends of tlie regiment 
would hold him responsible; but he added, " l l g  
orders are peremptory, and, whatever may be the 
consequeuces, I must proceed." Tliey arranged 
for the despatch of n pilot engiue, in advance of 
the train, to avoid n casunlty. The soldiers llnd 
scarcely retired to rest in Philadelpliia, when tlie 
long roll souuded,aucl they were obligd to turn 

out. They left a t  one o'clock, A. M., April 19. 
All possible care was taken in embarking the men, 
so that, if called upon to disembark suddenly, they 
would be in regimental line. Tlie car containing 
the field and stnff offlccrs was at the head of the 
train. At Havre-de-Grace the cars were not ma 
off the ferry-boat in the order in which* they went 
on. This derangement may h v e  conferred martyr- 
dom on men who would otherwise hare escaped. 
On arriving at the Susquehanna, the tmin nu 
augmented by the addition of cars contoiuing au 
unarmed corps of young men apparently from 
aixteen to twenty-two years of age, numbering 
about ,one thousand, calling themselves Small's 
Brigade. I n  rearrruigiiig the train on the sonth 
side of the Susquehanna, it being night, some of 
the cars, in which were a portion of the 6th regi- 
ment, were misplaced, separating them from the 
other compnnies of the regiment. Company K, 
Ckptain Sampson, was to hnve had the left, and 
thus, with Major Watson, would have had the p t  
of honor, but for the derangement at  H a d e  
Grace, which misplaced the companies so that, on 
their arrival in Baltimore, Company D occupied 
the positio~i of Compaxiy K, and Company L, which 
belonged on the right, was transferred to the left. 
Quartermaster Mnnroe had distributed twenty 
rounds of ball cartridge, and Colonel Jones had 
golie through the cars, issuing an order for the 
regiment to marc11 across Baltimore in column of 
sections. The soldiers loaded and capped tlieir 
rifles. The colonel ordered Major Watson, his 
second in command, to repair, upon the stopping 
of the train, to the left company, Captain Sampson, 
and remain in the car with that company. When 
the train arrived and stopped (about 10 o'dock, 
A. M.), the major proceeded from the forward car 
to the one containing Captain b p s o n ' s  command. 
No order came to file out. A l l  the can f o d  
of Captain Sampson's company, or the ~ a r g v  por- 
tion of that company, disappeared, and horses wen 
being attached to that car. Major Watson supposed, 
he had the left of the regiment, and no intimation 
had been received of a change in tlie orders. The 
rnilroad authorities, without consultiiig the colonel, 
bad ordered the can drawn across tile city by horses, 
before the mob collected, as the regiment was not 
expected until about noon. The car containing 
Captain SampsonJs company, at the first turn in 
the street, owing to obstructions, was thrown from 
tlie track. Major Watson, with the aid of a pass- 
ing team, replaced it upon the track. 'Nie mob 



were much excited, and missiles were thrown at 
ru~d into the car. On f i t t  Street, nearly opposite 
the dock; the mob detached the horses, in yrox- 
imity to a pile of pa\lng-stones. Here a most 
furiotle anddetermined attack was made with stones 
4 fire-arms, wounding several soldiers in the oar. 
Major Watson ordered tlie men to shelter them- 
selves, as far as possible, by lying upon tlie floor 
of the car, while he went out among tlie crowd, aiid 
by threats, and tlie formidable aypeamce of his 
uvolver, compelled the driver to reattach the horses. 
They bad proceeded but a short distance, when the 
hones were again detached and the same scene 
vas repeated ; the car was then drama to the Wash- 
iagCon depot without further trouble. - 
There were eleven companies in the regiment. 

Above is a narration of the passage of seven com- 
pnies, occupying eight cars; the remaining four 
companies left in the cars were: Company C, M e  
ehznic Pha1a1ix;Captain A. S. Follansbee; Com- 
prlty I of #Lawrence, Captain John Picketing ; 
Stoneham Light Intantry, Captain J. H. Dike; 
Company I), City Guards of Lowell, Captain James. 
W. Hart. Tbe balance of the thirty cars hi the 
train were occupied bg Small's Brigade. 

While awaiting the movement of the cars two 
men came in and announced that tlie track had 
been tarn up and removed, and advised tlie officers 
to march their men through the city. They were 
sharply questioned by Captain Follansbee and the 
other officers, and the deterniiiiation taken to march 
through. The four companies filed out of the cars 
in regular order. Captain Dike of Stoiieham was 
entitled to the rigbt, and when requested to take 
that position he declined, nith the remark that he 
did not wish to take the responsibility. After con- 
sultation, the officers decided that tlie command 
devolved up11 Qptain A. S. Follansbee, Company 
C. He immediately took his position upon the 
right, wheeled into column of sections, and ordered 
the march in close column. But a difficulty arose ; 
110-one knew the wag to the destination of the 
trdops. Inquiry was made of the by-standers, 
wheu a policeman stepped up and volunteered to 
guide tbem. The policeman had not proceeded far 
b e f o ~  he nns knocked down by a stone. \'cry 
soon the mob was upon them, with a secession flag 
attached to a pole, which was taken and trampled 
in the dirt; the whole calutnn marched over it. 
The stred tlirough which tlie troops marohed was 
p a d e l  with the-canal, and wbcn they came to the 
bridp over the canal they fotlnd it-  barricaded. 

The plnnks of the bridge had been taken to foim 
tile barricade. Tlie men'made short work of thir 
obstruction, r e p l a d  the plaiiks on the bridge, and 
continued their march. Stones were hur ld  at the 
troops, and soine of tlie men were hit; pistols were 
discliarged ; terms of obloquy were used to i m h t e  
the men; tliey were illformed that tliey could not 
march through the city; every "white nigger" 
would be killed before they could reach the depot. 
Not a gun had been discharged by the troops. 
Tlie band being without arms refused to leave the 
statiou ; tliere was no music, but the flag was there. 
In tlie march through Pratt Street tlie riglit of the 
coluinn had passed a three-story .brick building, in 
tlie tliird story 'of whicli three of the uindows had 
bee11 taken out, aiid men mere stationed there with 
muskets in their hands. The City Guads, Captain 
Hart, had the rear of the column. When the 
were iu front of tlie building, tlie men in the win- 
dows of that building fired, and the balls took 
effect in Cal)tai~i Hart's company, killing two men. 
In front nnd on tlie flanks of the columh wan a 
dense mass of excited and furious people, Into 
this crowd the troops were ordered to fire, and' the 
result was, according to Captain Follahabee, that 
it "laid a great many of them away." I n  the 
judgment of Captain Follansbee and others on 
whose information he relies, the -firing continued 
about thirty-eight minubs. While this,uas taking 
place, two blocks from where the men were killed, 
a sell-dressed man, with a plice force, came up 
to Captain Follansbee, annouuced himself as Mayor 
Brown, requested him to cease firing, and told' him 
he should be protected. While lie was speaking one 
of the men was knocked do~ni  by a stone. The 
lnayor seized a rifle antl shot the ~nan tliat threw the 
stone. The crowd reoe~ved tlie attack, and stones 
and balls continued to fly about tlie mayor'$ head. 
He remarked to Captain Follansbee, " This. is get- 
ting too liot for me,'' and hastily took liis leave. 

Beyond this tliey came to a plice where the 
street branched into two streets. Having no guide, 
tlie gallant lender was in doubt. A circumstance 
now occurred that decided hini. At -the opening 
of one of the streets a man had posted himself, 
sliouting lie ~rould slioot the first man tliat at- 
tempted to pass Iiim. " That's the road for us," 
remarked Captain Follansbee, and tile order was . 
promptl!. gircn to " For\vsd, mnrclr ! " That man 
was Marsh1 Kanr, cliicf of police of Baltimore. 
A short mart11 brought the columu to the depot, 
rliere tliey joined tlieir .companions. After b y  



were in the cars, a crowd surrounded thein, but 
the signlfl-t nppearance of guns protruding from 
the windows prever~ted any further material injury.' 

Eflorts were made by tlw mob to delay the tmiu, 
and, the co~iductor reported to the colo~~el that 
it nu imposlsible to proceed, tllnt tlie regimeut 
must wcrrcb to FVasI~iagton. Colonel Jotus re- 
plied, " We nre ticketed througl~, and are going in 
these cars. If you or the e~lgiueer ca1111ot run the 
train, we have plenty of men who can. If you 
need protection or assistance, you shnll have i t ;  
but we go 'through." They reached the Relay 
House, where tlie double track ended; the train 
from Wmhi~~gtoa had the right of way, and a delny 
of two houn occurred. Late iu the aftenioou the 
aegiment reached Washingtoo, where Major UcDow- 
ell, of General Scott's staff, wvas in wmiting to receive 
it; its quarters were established in tlie Capitol. 

May 5, the regiment left IVasl~ingtoti for the 
Belay House, at the junctiou of the Baltimore and 
Ohio and the Baltimore and Wnshington railroads. 
The Boston Light Artillery, one hundred alld 
twenty-one men, and the 8th New York l@ment, 
eight liundred and fortyeight men, were stationed 
at the Relay House. Here they remained till 
May 13, when they were ordered to Baltimore. 
They reached there in the evening, and during a 
furious thunder-shower raised the national Bag 011 

Federal Hill. May 16, the regiment was ordered 
back to the Relny House, where it remaiued, 
guarding the railway. June 13, it was w i n  
ordered to Baltimore to remaill and protect the 
polls during tlre election; on the defeat of the 
Union candidate it returned to the Relay House. 
June 26, the regitnent was again sent to Baltimore, 
when, it encamped on J l o u t  Clare and iu a neigh- 

1 A list of the killed and wounded : KiIIrd,  Addimn 0. Whit. 
ney, C4. D; Sum~ler H. Noedbun, Co. I ; Luther C. Lad4 Co. 
D;. Charlcr -4. Taylor, Co. D. Worudud, Captain John Dike. 
C4. L; Lieutenant Leqnder E Lyude, Co. L ; Lieutenant Juau 
P. Born. Co. L: Chnrlm 8. Stinson, Co. C ; Sergsant \V. H. 
h a o n ,  Co. D ;  Seqrcknt John E. Am=. Co. D ;  Alexander 
Oeo* Co. D ;  Chnrler H. Chandler, Co. D ;  Edward Coburn. 
Co, D ;  Oeorga \V. Loverin, Co. D ;  I n  \V. ;\Ioore, Co. D; 
h i d  C. Staveus. Co. D ;  William R. Patch, Co. D ;  Daniel 
B. Tyler, CO. D ;  1VilIii.m O. \Vitbinpton. Co. D ;  Seqmnt 
Osorgs d. hurdl. Co. I ;  Victor O. Ginpr,  Co. I ;  Michnel 
h a ,  Co. I ;  Harry O. Jemll. Co. I;  G e o ~ e  Colgan, Co. K: 
H n i q  OPrdner. Co. K ; \ V i k  D. Gurley, Co. E ; George. T. 
Whituejr, Cu. K ; C b d u  L. Oill. Co. L ; Daniel Brown. Co. L : 
Henry Dike. Co. L; H. \V. Dultorth, Co. L ;  Stephen Flanders, 
Co. L;  John B. Fortier, Co. L ; Johu \V. Kimptou, Co. L; 
Juna K ~ ~ I ~ I I .  Co. L ; Jan- S. & I d y ,  Co. I. : Julia11 Putnam. 
C4. L; Ephni~n A. Perry, Co. L; d n h w  Rbbbins, Co. I,: 
W i  H. You& Co. L 

boriug grove. On the Slst, a t  two o'clock in the 
mon~ing, it marched through the city to the resi- 
dence of Charles Howard, president of the board 
of police commissioners, atid conveyed him a p& 
oner to Fort lIcl4enry. TIE next day it retunred 
to the Relay House. July 4, the loyal citizens of 
Baltimore presented the regiment wit11 a magoi6- 
ceut silk bar~uer, bearing this it~scription : " Loyalt 
Citizeiis of Bnltimore, to the Sixth JIass. U. S. V., 
Prutt Street, April 19, 1861." July 22, C o q p s  
passed a vote of tlauks to the regiment. General 
Dix yublisl~ed a co~igratulstory o r d e ~  on relieviug 
the regiment from duty, dated July 20, 1861. 
Passing through Baltimore on their way home, 
they received a cordial recel~tion. August 1, they 
arrived in Boetott, ntid were mustered out of the 
United States service the next morning. 

August 2, the regiment, accompamed by the 
Brigade Band and a drum corps, was received in 
Lowell at half past one o'clock. A salute of 
niueteen guns greeted its arrivaL The soldiers 
were met and escorted by the fire department and 
other bodies to the Soutl~ Common, amid the en- 
thusiastic cheers of the people and the peals of the. 
bells. After speeches by the mayor and Colonel, 
Jones, they were escorted to Huntington Hell, 
wliere a collatio~l had bee11 provided at tlie expense 
of t b  city. Having give11 a conueckd history of 
the 6th regiment, I uow return to the date of its 
departure from Lowell. 

April 20, flags were displayed from St. Paul's 
and the First Congregatio~nl Cliurches, the Hamil- 
toti Mills, Samuel Lawrence's Iiouse, the Low11 
Machine-Shop, on Warren Street, arid the LoweH 
Bleacl~ery. April 22, the Brigade Baiid arrived 
home from Baltimore. The several banks ten- 
dered loans of money to the state. April 27, the 
Soldiers' Aid Association Wad organized; Nathan 
Crosby president, S. \V. Stickney treasurer, and 
11. C. Bryant secretary. Tlw ladies entered heut- 
ily into the work of supplying the soldiers with 
articles needed for their coinfort luld co~weuiena. 
The record of this b i a t i o n  is honorable to all 
connected wit11 it. I 

May 6, the bodies of Addison 0. Whitney and 
Luther C. Ladd were brougl~t to Lowell. The city 
government and a detachment of the Richrdpoll 
Liglit Infantry escorted the bod& to Huntington 
Hall, which was dressed in mourning, and where 
tlie followii~g solem11 services took place : - - 

Dirge by t h  Brigade Band; reading of t h  
Scriptures, Rev. C. \V. Homer; prayer, Rev. Dr. 
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CZereknd; anthem, b. Anne's Choir; discourn, 
Ber. W. B. Clark; original hymn by Rev. C. IV. 
Homer, read by Rev. J. J. Twiss, sung by St. 
hnne's Choir; prayer, Rev. D. Jl ott ; benediction, 
Ber. F d e r i c k  Hinckley. 

The pall-bearen were Lieutenant W. E. Farrar, 
(L E. Dana, Edward S. Hunt, Surgeon IV. H. 
Bdley, James Francis, H. H. Fuller, David Hyde, 
and Captail1 Temple Tebbetts. 

May 11, t l ~  Abbott Light Guard, Captain E , G .  
hbbott, left the city for Camp Andrew, Smok Farm, 
Boxbury. This company was attached to C'olol~el 
Godon's regiment. 
May 15, S w p n t  John E Ames, .Company D, 

Cocpod- Daniel B. Tyler, Compnny .D, privates 
U d  &bum, Company D, and Jlicllael Green, 
Compny I, - the soldiers' wounded at Balti- 
more,- anjved iu Lowell. They acre received 
by the Bichardson and tlre Lowell Light 111fantry. 
May 21, the Eiclianlson Light Infantry, Captain 

Phiwas A. Davis, left Lowell ~ i a  Bos to~~  for Fort- 
! nssuonroe. 
I - Jdp 4, Hon. h r g e  S. Boutwell delivered the 
i OB~~OII. 
I July 8, the ~ u t l e r  -Rifles, Gptain Eben James, 

and the Hill Cadets, Captain S. Proctor, left Lowell / lor Camp Qmcmn, Cambridge, and were attached 
j to the 16tll.M;usacliu~ttrr regiment. 
i September 5, Genenl l3. P. Butler returned to 

Lodl  after the affair at Hattens Inlet. He was 
: received by the:mryor, and escorted by the military 
I b his home. September 10, Ile obtained- an .order 
! 

horn the .&.cretar;v of War, countersigned by the 
President of tile United States, to raise a force not 

' 

exceeding air regiments, and organized a camp at 
the fair-grounds of the North JIiddleser .\gricul- 
tuml Society. It was liamed Camp Chase. 
.September 24, the Prince Jerome Napoleon 

visited Lowell, aacompnied by Princess Clotilde 
and the Duchess d9Abnutea 

January 2,1862, the Bay State and Jfaine regi- 
ments left Camp Chase for Boston, where the! 
einhrked on bard the ship Constitution for Ship 
Island. 

Jauuary 5, the Rev. J. P. Cleveland was appointed 
chaplain of the 26th regiment. On the 16th he 
ru preented nith a sword and belt ; on the 
16th he was dismissed as pastor of the ;ippleton 
Street Church, and went to Ship Islqntl. 1Ie was 
discharged from 11;s chaplaincy Ifay 2, +nd returned 
to Lorell May 24. Uc died cllarcl!, 7, 1573. 

$Februnry 6, the JI~iue,  Vemo~it, anp4th Mama-. 

chuaetts batten- and the Gloucester Light Intan- 
trj ,  Captain Cook, left, Camp Chase for Ship Island. 
February 20, tlie 31st llasachusetts regiment 'left 
Camp Cl~ase. 

April 28, Jehu A. .indrew, governor of M k -  
chusetts, tmnanitted to the Genernl .Court a copy 
of "an Act for the relief of the fmiilies of those of 
the llasmcbusetts 6th Regiment of Tolunteers wbo 
were killed or wou~~ded in the riot of tlid 19th of 
April, 1561," passed by tlie General Assembly @f, 
liarshud."~Tlrie Act appro1)riated seven thousand 

. . 
dollars for this object. 

May Z6, r call for troops to defend the capital, 
endangered by the near alq~roach of the enemy, 
fired anew the patriotism and zeal of the 6th regi- 
ment. Proceeding to l bdo~ l ,  it remined in pdi: 
ness two tlnja, when intelli3el~i was w i v d  that 
the apparent danger liad been averted, and it A; 
turned home. 

July 1, President Lincoln issued a call 'b. 
300,000 volunteers. The quotn for Lorlell was 
397. Tile c i t j  council authorized the payment of 
" a bouuty of S 1 10 to all Such men as sh&ddcome 
immediately forward, enlist, and be mustered into 
the United States service for the term of three. 
gears, or the war." Lowell was the first city in 
the commo~~wealtl~ to raise her quota. 

August 4, the President issued a call for t roop - 
to serve for nine months. The 6th regiment was 
among tlie first to respond. Septimkr 9; the regi-; 
lnent deprted from Lowell ; anived in Wa~hing- 
ton on the 11th; on the monli~lg o[ tlie 12th was' 
onlcrcd to Fortrees Jlonroe, nttd on the 13th Qen- 
en1 Dir ordercd the regirnend to Suffolk, on the 
Xorfolk and Pctrnbarg ~a i l ro id .  Suffolk was an 
outpost of Forfolk occupipd by a force of about 
5,000 men under the com~naud'of General 0. F. 
Terry. 

The field and staff officers of the 6th regiment 
were : colonel, .ilbert S. Follansbee, Lowell ; lieu- 
tenant-colo~~el, Melvin Beal, Lmr-reece; 'major, C. 
A. Stott, Lowell ; surgeoil, . IValter - Burnham, 
Lowcll ; chaplain, John \\-. Hanson, Haverhill; 
atljutant, Tl~omiis 0. .411en, Lorell; quartermasters, 
IYilliam G. ITise, Charles H. C'oburn,. Lowell; 
a3sistnnt-sugro~~s Otis 31. Iiumphrey and George 
E. Pinkham, Lowell. 

l i s t  of the compuies : Company A, Lowell, Cap 
tail~s ht~dreir C. IYright, .4lfml J. Hall, 97 men; 
Compny U, Groton, Captail1 Georp F. Shattuck, 
73 men ; (.'ompny C, Lowell, Captain John C. 
Jep011, 100 men; Compa~iy D, Lpell, Captaitl 
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James W. Hart, 89 men; Company E, Acton, 
Captain h r o n  C. Handley, 75 men; Compa~~y F, 
Cambridge, Captain John 8. Sawyer, $7 men; 
Company Q, Lowell, Ca,ptain George L. Cady, 94 
men; Company H, Lowell, Captain Rodney C. 
Persons, 96 men; Company I, La\rrence, Captain 
Augustine L. Hamilton, 100 Inen ; Colnpnp K, 
Dracut and Cllelmsford, Captain C. E. A. Bartlett, 
@2 'men. Hanson says : "During Inore than eight 
montly of our stay h~ Suffolk a line of works, nine 
miles in extent, h ~ l k e d  by the Dismal Swamp, was 
erected. . . . . In sicbless, wounds, and death the 
regiment was &markably favorecl throughout the 
nine months, considering t l s  unllealtlriness of its 
location and its exposure to dal~ger." 

Bmvet-Jlajor'Edward G. hbbott, captain of 
Company h of the Second Infantry, was killed at 
the b t t l e  of Cedar hIountain, August 9, 1562. 
He w, born in Lo~~el l ,  September 39, 1340, the 
soi,of   on. J. d. and Caroline Abbott ; graduated 
at Harvard College in 1860, and entered the law 
o h  of Samuel A. Brown. He raised the company 
of which he ass appointed captain, called the 
~b'bott  Light Quad, and joined Colouel Gordon's 
regiment. 
. The battle of Cedar Mountain was drawing to a 

 dose^ wheu he fell; and during tlie fight, says Gten- 
era1 Andrews, his colonel, his conduct "was as 
brave and noble as any friend of his could desire." 
Just as the U~lion army began their retreat C a p  
Caiu Abbott was shot, the ball pa73siug directly 
thiough his neck. He died immediately. The 
body was brought to Lowell, and buried Sunday, 
August 17, wit11 public ilonors. 

September 27, William Spencer died. He was 
born in Yanchester, England; engaged in. the 
management of a print-works in Ireland ; came to 
LoweU iu 1837 - 28, and had charge of the Hamil- 
ton Print-Works until his death. He was a practi- 
cal printer, loved his busillesu, mid srvcd the com- 
pany faitllfully and well. He was the first person 
who succeeded i ~ i  dyeing yarn from tlie beam. He 
was the first presidei~t of the North 11iddlesex 
Agricultural k i e t y ,  and manifested great interest 
in its prosperity and success. 

October 5, " Captain Timotlly A. Cromley, com- 
pany A, Thirteenth Infantry, died at New Orleans. 
He was born iu Lowell, February 14, 1831, and 
after leaving school was employed in the Lowell 
Machine-Shop. For seven1 y c n ~  11c was connected 
with the city police; in 185s wa* deputy marshal. 
He subseque~itly studied law, and was admitted to 

the bar in 1860. He vas a corporal in the Watson 
Light Gnnrd in their three months' cxmpaign, rind 
bore the colors of the 6th regiment, during t k  
Baltimore riot in 1861, wit11 a steady courage that 
attracted the admiration of all. He then gather& 
the company of which Ile was mptain at his death. 
He displayed fine abilities as ill1 officer, and won 
the respect of all with whom he cnme in contact 
in the Department of the Gulf. He left a +ow 
and two children. His re~nains were brought to 
Lowell for burial, October 26, 1862., 

Central Bridge, over the JIcrri~nack Ever, was. 
rebuilt this year at a cost of S34,00S.51. D m u t  
paid $7,875, Lowell, Q96,133.51. 

111 his address to the city council, delivered Jan- 
uary 5, 1863, Mayor Mosford said : '# TLe whole 
number of men who lmve been or arc now erqpged 
in the sewice of their country from this city is 
3,279; of which number, 215 nre three rno11th.s' 
men, 607 nine montl~s' men, 2,287 three years' 
men, 34 in the regular army, and 196 in the 
navy. Since the commencewent of hostilities, 176 
are known to ]lave lost their lives ; 56 have been 
killed in battle or died of wounds received, 111 
have died of dieerue, 8 of acci4ents, ~ u ~ d  one wai 
shot for insubordination. About 25 have been 
reported as actual deserters." 

January 19, General B. F. Butler returned fmm 
New Orleans, and addressed his fellow-citizens ih 
Huntington Hall. He gave them an account of 
his administration in the Department of the Gulf, 
and answered the charges brought agai~ut him. 
April 14, the Audover Associatioa of Congrega- 
tional ministers 'met in Lowell. They called on 
Geueral Butler, and thanked him for his ser- 
vices. 

.January 84, at a meeting hld' by the ladies of 
Lowell, the first sanitary fair waa i n a u g u ~ t e d ~  
officers were cllosen and committees appoidt&. 
All tlie religious societies were represented on the 
committees. The fair was held in Huntington 
Hall, February 26, 27, aud 28, for the benefit of 
the Sanitary Commission, and 8 4,850 were realized, 
after paying all espeuses. 

April 16, Peter Lawson, Nicholas Bfickel, John 
A. Ooodwin, James Kent, and their associates 
were incorporated as the Lowell Hop-Eailroad 
Company. Laying the track for the road rar 
commenced September 9. 

The Chase JIili, on the bank of Concord Ever, 
was built for tlle manufacture of woollens. Jan- 
uary 17, 1866, the mill wru burned. . - 



Brevethfajor Solon A. Perkins, of the Third 
&val ry, in an engagement June 5, 1863, at Clin- 
ton, k., wm mortally wounded. He was born at 
Lancnster, N. H., December 6, 1836, the son of 
Apollos Perkins, who came to Lowell in 1840. 
Major Perkins served with General Butler in the 
Qepartment of the Gulf, and earned the reputation 
of being the boldest and most successful cavalry 
officer in the army. 

April 2, 1864, the 26th regiment returned, and 
marched to Huntington Hall, where a collation was 
provided for the soldiers. 

Henry Livermore Abbott, major of the 20th 
regiment of hlassachusetts volunteers, fell, mortally 
rounded, .in the battle of the Wilderness, on Fri- 
day, May 6, 1864, at the age of twenty-two. He 
was the second son of the Hon. J. G. and Caroline 

I Abbott. He was born in Lonell, January 21, 
, 184% and graduated d Haward College in 1860. 

May 16, the First National Bank, incorporated 
with a capital of 325O,P00, was organized. 

July 6, Colonel Follansbee received a request 
inviting the 6th. regiment to enter the service for 
one hundred day; This was complied with, and 
its senices were o&red and accepted. 

In the record of the Great Rebellion two names 
intimately connected r i t h  Lowell have gained a 
prominence that entitles them to b place in her 
history. 

Gptaip Oustam V. Fox was born in Saugus, 
June 13, 1821. He came to Lowell with his 
father, Dr. -Jesse Fox, in 18.23, and entered the 
United States Navy, where he served nineteen years 
a! different sktions, -on the coast survey, in corn- 

I 
mand of mail steamers, and in the war with Jlex- 
ieo. While in the naval aervice, in 1866, he 
accepted a position as agent of the Bay State 
Milk, now the Washington Mills, of L a ~ n c e ,  

1 .  which he held till 1861. In February, 1861, Ile 
nu sent for by General Scott, a t  the instance of 
Postmaster-General Blair, in reference to throwing 
supplies and troops into Fort Sumter, but Presi- 
dent Buchanan refnsed at  that time to allow the 
expedition. 

On the 6th of April, 1861, the first p r t  of a 
secret naval expedition under Captain Fox s;iiled 
from New York for the relief of Fort Sumtel'. 
Gptain Fox says : - 
" My .plan for supplying Fort .Sumter required 

three hundred sailors, ii full complement of armed 
launches, 'and three tugs. The Powhatan carried 
the sailors and launches, ond when this vessel was 

about to leave in obedience to the orders of the 
secretary of the navy, two office&, Lieutenant 
D. D. Porter, U. S. N., and Captain If. C. Meigs, 

1 U. S. Engineer, themselves with an order 
from the President of the United S t a b ,  authoriz- 
ing the former to take any vessel whatever in com- 
mission, and proceed immediately to the Gulf of 
Mexico. This' order did not pass through the 
navy department, was unknown to the secrete of 
the navy, and when signed by the President he 
not conscious that his signature would deprive me 
of the means to accomplish an object which he 
held to be of vital importance." 

This expedition arrived in' season to hear the 
heavy guns and see the smoke and shells from the 
batteries that had opened fire on Fort Sumtu. 
The arrival of this expedition was anticipated, the 
President having on the 8th of April notifI& the 
governor of South Carolina that suppJies must be 
sent to Fort Sumter. The fort was evacuated 
on Sunday, tlie 14th of April. On Mondiy the 
steamer Sabel took the garrison outside to the 
steamer Baltic, which left that eveqing direct' for 
New York, where she arrived on the morning of 
the 18th. 

Captain For received a letter from the President 
dated May 1, 1861, acknowledging that.he, the' 
President, was in a measure respansible for theL 
failure of the expedition, and that the cause of 
the country was advaticed by the attempt , 

Alive to the necessity of keeping open the corn-. 
munications with the North, Captain Fox, when he 
found that those of Washington 'and New York 
were severed, applied to Mr. Aspiuwall for a small 
steamer to enable him to reach Chesapeake Bay. 
Mr. Aspinwall applied to John Jacob Astor, Jr., 
n.110 very generously gave a check for $5,000. 
With this, Captain Fox procured the tug Yankee, 
and persuaded Commodore Breese to arm and 0t 
her out. Having received from the commodore an 
appointment as acting lieutenant, Captain Fox left, 
on tlie 26th of April, for Hampton Roads. The 
senices of the boat not being required at this point, 
lie offered his vessel to Geuernl Butler, who was 
about opening communications r i th  Washington. 
The gencnl sent him through wit11 a report to the 
President, and immediately after Captain Fox wits 
apl)ointed assistant-secretary of the navy. 

After nearly six years' service as assistant-see' 
retary of the navy, Captain Fox returned to private 
life. In 1869 hc became agent of the IIiddleser 
Company, which position lie retailled until Biarch, 
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1874. He is now a member of the firm of E. R 
Mdge and Company, Boston. 

Benjamin F. Butler was born at Deerfield, 
N. Hi, November 5, 1818. The district school 
iklped him to spelling, %gum, a little geography, 
uul the rudimend of grammar. His father died 
ill 1819, leaving the care of the aon to the mother, 
who conceived the idea of giving him a liberal 
education as a preparation for the ministry. In 
1898 she came to Lowell. Here he had an op- 
portunity for education, which mas well improved. 

. Prom the common school he graduated to the high 
school. Afterward he attended the academy at  
Exeter, preparatory to a college course. Strong 
in the hope of seeing him grace the pulpit of a 
Baptist church, his motlier sent him to Waterville, 
Maine, where the Baptists had recently founded a 
college. He returned to Lowell in his twentieth 
year, with a preference for the legal rather than the 
clerical profession. He entered the ofice of Wil- 
limn Smith, Esq., and helped himself to law, occa- 
m o d y  practising in-the police court. This prac- 
tice, and teaching for a time in one of the public 
sahools, enabled him to pay for the clothes he 
w o ~ .  I n  1840 he was admitted to the bar. This 
d r k e d  an era in his life, for in the practice of his 
profession he has gained a reputation that will 
abide. Hie military career commenced about this 
h e .  He rose through the various grades to be 
p b-r-gened of militia. His varied experi- 
encea in the courts and at the hustings are omit- 
ted from necessity, and the reader is taken to the 
year 1860. 
. General Butler was a delegate to the democratic 
'wnveiltion held at Charleston that year ; and it was 
there, at  Baltimore, and subsequently at Washing- 
ton, that he acquired a thorough knowledge of the , 

brigadier, and aa-order was received-calling for 
a brigade of four full regiments to be c o m e  
by a brigadier-general. General Butler, on the 
morning of April 17, received an order to talre 
c o w d  of these troops. The 6th departed tlut 
afternoon. The general acmmpanied the 8th mgi- 
meat to PhiMelplria, wl~cre it amved on the 
memorable 19th of April. At 11 o'clock, A. n., 
April %0, the 8th started in cnn for Ham-de- 
Grace, where it embarked on tlle ferry-boat Mary- 
land for Annapolis. The general and troop 
anived safely, and after a tedious and vexatioua 
delay were alanded, much againsb the wishes of the 
governor of Maryland and the mayor of Annapolis. 
Upon examination i t  was found that the railroad 
depot contained a '' amall, rusty, damaged 1- 
motive," and when the general inquired of his 
Inen if any of them knew "anything about this 
machine," Charles Homans, a private of Company 
E, responded afirmatively. 

The troop went through to Washington, but 
General Butler remained at Annapolis, and was or- 
dered by General Scott to hold tlie town and mper- 
intend the passage of the troops that were con- 
tinually arriving. An offer by General Butler k 
employ Massachusetts troops to suppress aa  insur- 
rection of the slaves in Maryland called forth a 
mild remonstrance from the governor of Massachu- 
setts. This question was better understood at a 
later day. . . I  

General Butler went to Washington and reaom- 
mended the occupation of Ifanassas Juactioli, but 
his recommendation was unheeded.. He waa after- 
wards ordered to the Relay House, the occapstion 
of which is given in the history of the 6th regi- 
ment. After tlie occupation of Baltimore, General 
Butler was d e d  to Washington, received a com- 

designs and purposes of the Soutliern disunionists. 
General Butler gave Governor Andrew a full rela- 
tion of what he had seen and heard, and advised 
him to get the militia of the state in readiness to 
move at a day's notice. 

mOn the morning of the 15th of Apnl, 1861, 
Governor Andrew received a telegnln from Senn- 
tor Wilson, nskiiig that twenty companies of Mas- 
sachusetts militia be instantly despatched to defend 
the seat of government. A few hours after, the 
formal requisition amved from the secretary of 
war, c a h g  for two full regiments. 

The 6th regiment, one of Genenl Butler's brig- 
ade, it was determined should go first. Mr. Cam- 
tmn ma reminded that a brigade required a 

mission as major-general and the command of For- 
tress Monroe. May %%, he took possession of his 
-command; then followed the posseasion of New- 
port News, the employment of slaves as contmhund 
of war, and a 'spicy correspondence. June 10, 
occurred the unfortunate affnir of Big Bethel, where 
Major Wintlirop fell. August 18, General Butler 
was removed from the command of Fortress Mon- 
roe, and Genenl Wool appointed in his stead ; 
General Butler hnd been in command of the De- 
partment of Virginin two months and twenty-eeven 
days. He accepted a subordimte position under 
General Wool, and participated in the capture of 
the forts at Hatteras Inlet. September 10, he 
obtained an order to raise not exceeding six +- 



ments in the New England states. He returned 
h e  ; the six thousand troop were raised. Febru- 
ary 25,1863, General Butler sailed from Hampton 
Boads in the steamship Mississippi, for Ship Island, 
with orders to capture ISew Orleans. After a re- 
markable voyage of nearly thirty days, the steam- 
ship arrived at Ship L&nd and the troops were 
landed. April 17, the fleet, uuder command of 
Captain Farragut, approached Fort Jackson, and 
on1 thee  24th nras anchored before New Orleans. 
On the. 26th of April the 20th ~Alassachusetts, 
nnder Colonel Jones, started for Seble Islaad, 
twelve miles in the rear of Fort St. Philip, and on 
the morning of the 27th the fort was invested on 
all sides. General Butler hastened to the fleet 
before New Orleans, and arrived in season to aid 
Farragat by lns counsel. The troops were landed 
May 1. June 5, Ifurnford was condemned to die 
for tearing down the Union flag. General Butler's 
government of the city of New Orleans is a matter 
of history which my limits will not allow me to 
dwell upon. The order appointing his successor 
is dated Washington, November 9, 18832 ; his last 
general anler is dated December 15, aiid he left 
New Orleans December 24. Upon reaching New 
Xork he found a letter from tile President, re- 
questing his presence at Washington. His at- 
tempt there to find out why he was recalled only 
led him to the ~co~iclusion that the French govern- 
ment had to be conciliated. His reception at the 
Nolth showed that the people- approved his course 
in New Orleansr In November, 1865, he was 
ordered to take co~nunand of tlie Department of 
Vitginia,and North Carolina. All colored troops 
recruited at the North and in Maryland were seut 
to him, and he caused them to be equipped and 
d n i .  On the 5th of May, 1864, Butler's forces 
sailed up tlie James River, preeeded by the navy, 
-and seized a d  held two salient points which were 
afterwards fortified, - Forts Powhatan and Poca- 
hontas. 

On the following day fortifimtions were eom- 
m e n d  on the left bank of the Ap~~mat tox ,  four 
miles from Petersburg, and also on the right bank 
of the James. Butler made a demonstration ~1x111 

Petersburg., mid fought tlie battle of S\\-ift Crcek. 
His movement up011 Richmond was checked by tlic 
battles of the IVilderness, and he retunled to,lkr- 
m& Hundreds, whcre lie was atfncked by Bqu- 
regard, whom he repulsed. He ordered a cavalry 
force, nnder &era1 Kautz, to make nn assault on 
~etedorg  from ihe south, wlick'he did, but wns 

not supported by Oilmore on the north. In another 
attack on Petenburg by General Smith and Oen- 
em1 Hinks, the defences were carried; but Petem- 
burg was reinforced by a portion of L , s  army, 
niid our forces retired. The next enterprise G w  
en1 Butler engaged in was the Dutch Gap Canal, 
four huudrerl a11d fifty feet long, which. would save 
a circuit of seven miles; it ms completed within 
thirty feet, when the naval commander thought he 
could not Ivld the river against the rebel gun- 
boats. September 29, General Terry, with p colon$ 
division, made an attack on New AInrket ,Heights 
and took them. Then the entire Tenth Corps 
attacked the fortifications on the New Market roak 
The Eighteenth Corps, under Genieral Ord, made 
an attack on Fort Harrison and captured it. Sep 
tember SO, General Lee sent two divisions to attack 
Butler's forces : a battle mas fought wvl~ch resulted 
iu a victory for the army of the James. 

Duriug the summer of 1864 Geiieral Butler 
couducted the exchange of, prisoners,.a most labo- 
rious duty, and had command of the rebel prisou- 
ers at Point Lookout. The experiment of b16ing 
up Fort Fisher ritli two hundred and fifty t o w  of 
gunpowder was tried aud failed. In November 
Geuenl Butler was sent to Kew York with a p r -  
tion of his command to prevent any d is turbye  
at the presidential election; it was a very 
election. . 

July 21, 1864, the Hill Cadets.and Butler Iliaes, 
under Captaius Donovan alid ?Hap, returned 
home after three years' service. Attached to t$e 
16th regiment, they took part in the battles of Fair 
Oaks, llalvern Hill, Fredericksburg, Chancellok- 
ville, Gettysburg, ITildert~ess, Spottsylvania, Cold 
Harbor, aud Petersburg. 

October 20, Jolin P. Robinson died, aged sixty- 
five. ,He was boni at Do\-er, New Hampsliire; 
educated at Pl~illips Academy, Exeter, New Hamp 
shire; gnduated at Horvard College in 1828; stud- 
ied lam 1 1  41e office of Da~iiel IVebster, and com- 
menced practice in Lowcll in 1837. H. G. F.Corliss 
was associated with liiq firpt as 3 student and after- 
wads as R partner. Mr. Robinson sewed one 
yenr ill the state senate, five !.ears in tlie h o w  
of represenbtivcs, and was one of the committee 
on tlie Revised Statutes in 1836. It  aas said of 
Iiim : " Jolin P. Robinson was an able and accom- 
plislied lav-yer, an eloquent and po~rerful O ~ ~ O F J  

and a tliorough clnasi~~l  ~cholar.'~ Mr. Robinson 
xnamed a daughter of E z n  Worthen. 

January %8,1605, Qenenl B. F. Butler returned 
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hom&mxived an enthusiastic reception in Hnnt- 
ington Hall, and made a qxzch in explanation of 
the causea of the disaster at  Fort Fisher. 

April 21, the Lowell Exchange was organized, 
bat failed for want of business. 

Jnne 17, the steamboat Traveller made a trip 
from Lawrence to Lowell, and landed her twenty 
pnssengers within ten miuutes' walk of the horse- 
car track. The engine liad two-horse power; the 
boiler occupied the centre of the boat. 

July 1, the census showed that Lowell had 
80,757 inhabitants, a loss of 6,076 since the for- 
mer census. 

Innell'a war record is thus stated :- 
Thres mmtha' men . . . Niae " " . . 
Om hundred daya' man . . 
Twelre month' men . . 
hoyerrs'men . . . 

., Thns y m '  men . . . 
Substitutes for three yearn' m m  
Redishi for three yearn . 
N . ~ J & .  . . . 
Total 

P8id boutiea, las amount n?funded by state $B;JS,010.1)2 
for &f of families . . . . . 8,&46.ii5 

*' interest on money for stab rid . . 14,671.25 
Print8 rubsoriptiom . . . . 40,997.86 
Other h l 3  svelled the p d  ba b . $383,948.11 

October a3, 1866, Dr. J. C. Ayer gave the city 
a bronze statue of vicbry. I t  was placed in Monu- 
ment Square, and July 4, 1867, was unveiled in 
the p m e m  of a multitude of people. 

July 10,1867, the building purchased and a p  
propriated for the Old Ladies' Home was dedicated. 
It is situated at  the corner of bloody and Tilden 
Otreeta. 

M8mh 29, 1867, St. Johil's Hospital was in- 
corporated. Early in the fall of 1866 the Sisters 
of Charity purchased tlie '' old yellow house," built 

- by Timothy Brown in 1770, with adjoining land 
suitable for the erection of a hospitnl. Two years 
afterwarcL (in 1868) the buildmg was completed 
and opened. 

The report for 1879 says of St. John's Hospital: 
"Its doors are always open to cases where indi- 
viduals are sudde~ily stricken down or injured by 
accidents in the mills, or on the railroads, or by 
Other means." 

December 4, 1868, General U. S. Ornnt visited 
Lowell. A committee went to Boston thc evening 
of the Sd, to meet him and arrnilge for the visit. 
General Grant was engaged uutil udrught, and 

the committee postponed their &it until the nexf 
morning. When the general was informed of their 
mission, he said, '< I will put on my' cost and rtut 
now." 
An early as ~e~tember'4,1868,Z. E. Stone, the 

editor of the Yor Populi, called 'the attention of 
the old residents of Lowell to the necessity of form-. 
ing an association for the purpose of collecting and 
preserving its history. The first meeting was held 
at the bookstore of Joshua Metrill on Me&k 
Street, November 21. E. B. Patcli called the meet- 
ing to order; George Brownell was chosen chairman, 
and 2. E. Stone secretary. Fifty-four persona were 
present, and a committee of eleven, consisting of 
John 0. Green, J. G. Peabody, Charles M o d ,  
George Brownell, E. B. Patch, E. M. Read, Sam- 
uel Fay, Brtemast L. Brooks, Charlea Hovey, 
2. E. Stone, and E. B. Howe, was chosen to report 
a permanent organization. Another meeting waa 
held December 19, but the room was too small for 
the numbers present, and it was adjourned to meet 
in Jackson Hall December 21. At this meeting 
the report of the cammittee on permanent organ- 
ization was accepted, a constitution adopted, 4 
the following officers were chosed : President, John 
0. Green, 1868 - 1879 ; vice- president,. L L 
Brooks, 1865; Jefferson Bancroft, 1879 ; eecntay 
and treasurer, 2. E. Stone, 1868, Alfred Girman, 
1871 - 1879. Executive committee : .Ward One, 
J. B. Francis, 1868, Edward Tufts, 1568,J. W. 
Smith, 1879, Charles Hovey, 1879; Ward Two, 
Joshua M e d l ,  1868 - 1879, J. P. Jewett, 1868, 
A. B. French, 1879 ; Ward Three, Hhpgod 
Wright, 1865 - 1879, E. B. Patch, 1868, Alfred 
Gilman, 1879; Ward Four, E. P. Watson, 1868 - 
1879, Benjamin Walker, 1868 - 1879; Ward Eve, 
J. G. Penbody, 1868 - 1879, Charles Morrill, 
1868 - 1879 ; Ward Six, J. K. Chase, 1868, Wil- 
liam Kittredge, 1879, E. B. Howe, 1868 - 1879. 

The nnme adopted was The Old Residents' 
Historial Association of Lowell, and the purpose, 
" to collect, arrange, presem, and, perhaps, from 
time to time, publisli any facts relatiug to the his- 
tory of the city of Lowell ; as also to gather and 
keep all printed or written docurneuts, as well w 
traditional evidence of every descri~tiou, relating 
to the city." 

At the first anrim1 meeting, May 3,1869, Presi- 
dent Green delivered an address. This plan has 
been preserved and continued very much ta the 
satisfaction of the members, and to the material 
intemia of the Assodi011. Tke 'BssooLtion at Lhot 



poor in the city of Lowell; $3,000 to tlre torn oft 
TTindham, New Hampshire, for the purchase of a 
library ; and S 1,000 to be held in trust, the income - 
to be expended for the benefit of the Sabbath school 
of High Ytreet Church. 

March 14, 1871, the city council appropriated 
515,000 to establish a fire-alarm telegraph; and 
voted to rebuild l'aatucket Bridge. 

April 11, the Central Savings Bank was organ-. 
ized. 

This year the heirs of Zadock Rogers offered the 
city thirty acres of land, on Fort Hill, as a gift. 

August 22, the cars commenced ruuning on the 
Lowell and Frau1in~l;llam Railroad. 

The first case of small-pox appeared February 8, 
and gradually spread throughout the city until 
September, when tile measures taken to check ita 
spread were so inadequate that great dissatisfaction 
was manifested. The old board of health resigned, 
and a new one was elected, with a board of wn- 

' 

sultii~g physicians. 'Aleasures were promptly taken 
to check the ravages of the epidemic, which were 
successful. The whole number of cases wru, 570, 
of deaths 172. 

November 25, the new iron bri* acm & 
Merrimack River, at Pawtucket Palls, was corn- ' 

pleted. 
A new bridge was completed at 'I)ngsborough, 

and the cost assessed by the county commissio~~em 
as follows : Middiesex County thirty-eight, Tyngs-, 
borougli fort!, Lowell sixteen, Dunstable thne, 
and Chelmsford tliree per cent of the amount. 

Nay 6, John TIT. Tilton found a skeleton two 
feet below tile surface ill ercavati~~g on the high. 
land at tlie corner of CeiitraE and TVliipple streets; 
I t  is supposed to be that of an Lidian. In %larch, 
1874, allother was found in Belvidere, whik ex- 
cavating on the line of the Lowell and h d o v ~  
Railroad. 

Lowell, in 1S73, received a large accession of 
territory. That portion of Cl~elmsford called Mid- 
dlesex Pillage ~ m s  annexed, with all arm of one 
thousand acres, estimated to contai~~ fifty-five fami- 
lies, two l~undretl a i d  sisteer~ inhabitants, and forty- 
seven voters. The vnluntio~~ was $200,000. One 
tl~ousand ncres were annexed from Dracut, and 
six hundred s ~ l d  sixty acrcs from Tewksbury. 

December 1, 1574, tlie new railroad to BOS~OE 
via Aidover ruu its first passenger train. 

lierch 1, 1876, the celebration of the semi-cen-- 
teuniai of the icorporation of the town of Lowell 
occurred. - 

time numbered eighty-five. At the meeting May 4, 
1871, i t  was vo@d to hold meetings quarterly, com- 
mencing with May. At the meetmg November 10, 
1871, Alfred Gilman was chosen secretary and 
treasurer in glace of 2. E. Stone, resigned. As 
evidence of the interest felt in the objects of the 
Association, the number of members has increased 
from eighty-five in 1869 to three hundred and 
twenty-four in 1879.' The meetings have been 
well attended, and four numbers. of the Cbntribtb- 
f i o ~  have been printed, captaining historical m a t  
ter of great interest. 

P e b w  20,1869, the question in regard to a 
supply of pare water was again agitated. An esti- 
mate, by the engineer, gave the cost at. $740,000. 
J. B. Francis in a pamphlet discussed the matter, 
and gave, as his opinion, that the cost would 
m o d  to $2,000,000. February 23, the vote 
was in favor of the intrqduction of water; yeas 
1,866, uays 1,418.. 
The muncil eanctioned the natural-filter plan, 

and authorized the commissioners to sink test-~~ells. 
This was done, and proved so satisfactmy that the 
mter-works were ponstructed accordingly. They 
were completed ,in 1873; in 1879 the whole cost, 
including everything, was $2,682,493.01, from 
which deduct the income, 8 566,322.88, leaving net 
cost, $2,116,107.13. 

Lowell is provided with the only complete sys- 
tem in the c o w r y  for obtaining pure water by 
d r a l  atration.. Subsequent do r t s  to increase 
t k  quan&~! by artificial filtration are ligble to the 
critiqism- that au extension of the gallery would 
have eflected the same result. 
May 26, 1869, the Lowell Hosier;~ Company 

1 was incorporated with a capital stock limited to 
1 5200,000. The company started with $l00,000, 
I which was .increased to 175.000. January 15, 
) 1872, the charter was granted to William F. hlmon, 
I Thomas Nesmith, Hocum Hosford, and their asso- ' ciates and successors. 

June, 1870, the Thorndike Manufacturing Corn- 
p y  commenced operations on Thorndike Street, 
extending back to Hale's Brook. The mill is of 
wood, three stoEies high, with a flat roof. The 
specialty of &is company is the mnrufacture of 
suspenders. A. C. Russell is superinteudent, D. C. 
G. Field, treasmr. 

July 31, 1870, Colonel Thomas Nesmith died. 
In his Kill he gave $25,000, to be held in trust, 

, the income to be.expenM for tlie benefit of the 
9ia th o r p k d i o m  mnty-aeven members have d i d .  
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l l m  celebration consisted of three parrts : Morn- 
ing, bAarnoon, and Evening. The mayor, Chnrlea 
A. Stott, was president of the day. 
The morning celebration was devoted to the 

children. There was a choir of five hundred pupils 
from the public achools under the direction of 
George F. Willey. 

The afternoon services commenced at one o'clock, 
and were attended by the clergy, members of the 
bar, physicians, the Ladies' Centennhl Association, 
md the Old Itmident's Historical Association. 
The music was by the Lowell Choral Society and 
the Qermania Orchestra of Boston, Carl Zenahn 
conductor. 

"Raymond" (Ambroiw Thomas), by the Qsrma- 
ni. OrcLestIa 

Rap, by the Rev. Theodore Edson, 9. T. D., Cbaplain 
of ths day. 

O h o 4  "To God on High" (Mendehhn), by ths L o d  
Choral Society. 

Omtian, by Major-General Benjamin F. Butler. 
Ode (to the music of Keller's Americau Hymn), John P. 

Brp, rung by the Lowell Choral Society. 
a by Hon. John A. L o ~ l l ,  Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, 

D. D., Hon. Marshall P. Wilder, and Rev. A. A. 
&r, D. D. 

Chorus, "The Heavens are telling," from the "Creation" 
(Haydn), by tLe Lowell CLoral Society. 

Historiorl Reminiscences, by Dr. John 0. Green, Presi- 
' dent 016 Residents' Hiitorical Association. 

Edldujah Chonu, from the " Messiah " (Handel), by the 
L o d  Cbral Society. 

Ia#mr from Hon. J. G. Abbott. Hon. Seth bmes, Sam- 
usl Batchelder, apd others. 

Poem, by John 9. blby.  
Old Hnhdna (Luther), by the L o d l  Choral Soak19 and 

the audience. 
Bcnediation, by tbe Chapkin. 

After the overture, Charles Cowley, Esq., chair- 
man of the committee, introduced the Hon. C. A. 
Stott, presideut of the day, who extended a cordial 
welcome to those present. Rev. Theodore Edson, 
8. T. D., rector of St. Anne's Church, and chaplain 
of the day, d the litany; the responses were sung 
by the choir of St. Anne's Church. The speakers 
were introduced very pleasantly by the president. 

The whole celebration was characterized by the 
perfect order of the arrangements, the great in- 
terest displayed by the citizens and visitors, the 
ability turd eloquence of the speakers, nnd the im- 
pressiveness of the music. 

One of the results of this celebration was the 
donation of 8 1,000 by Hapgood Wright as a semi- 
cantemin1 fund, to be put at interest, its accumu- 

latiom used at the end of fifty years ((for the 
benefit and improvement of tlie city or citizens of 
Lowell, as the city council m y  determine by a 
two-thirds vote of the city council in joint conven- 
tion assembled," and to be called The Hapgood 
Wright Centenninl Trust Fund. 
June 8, Dom Pedro, Emperor of Brazil, visited 

Lowell, on his way from the North. The visit was 
managed with rrs little ceremony as possible. 

He visited Huntington Hall, where an examina- 
tion in vocal music of the different c k  belong- 
ing to the gralllmar schools wns going on. The 
party visited the Middlesex, Lowell, Merrimack, 
and Lawrence mills, without an escort. 

March %7,1878, the Boston and Lowell Elail- 
road commenced to widen the deep cut at the 
northern station. When completed, the width w i l l  
be ninety feet, instead of twenty-eight feet, the 
present width. 

May 13, the Lowell Art Association was formed, 
for the purpose of cultivating a taste for works of 
art, and the encouragement of art studies. Pmi- 
dent, Thombs B. h w m n  ; vice-president; Mrs. 
Daniel 8. Richardson; secwhry, Samuel M. 
Chase; treasurer, George J. Carney; dinctom, . 
E. W. Hoyt, Mrs. Hontio Wood, Henry Barrows, 
Miss E. 0. Ilobbins, William 0. Ward, Miss 
Helen A. Whittier, Miss Helen W. Wright. The ' 
Association have mma in Wyman's  exchange^ 

July 3, James Cook Ayer died. He was born 
May 6, 1819, in Groton, Connecticut. Dr. Ayer 
aocumnlated several milliona of property during 
his lifetime ; how many it is almost impossib~e to 
tall. He was largely interested in valuable red 
eatate in New York City, Chicago, Boston, and 
Lowell. He was a large owner of the New York 
Tribune stock, the Tremont and Suffolk Mills, the - 
Merchants' National b k ,  and the Lowell and 
Andover Railroad. In 1871, when the inhabitants 
of that portion of Groton called the Junction' 
asked to be set off as a new town, with the name 
of Ayer iu honor of the doctor, he gave $10,500 
toward the erection of a town-hall, which he sub- 
sequently increased to $30,000. The s t ~ ~ t u r e  
was dedicated October 26, 1876, with appropriate 
exercises. 

December 11, the waters of the Merrimack 
River rose ten feet, eight and one half inches on 
the Pawtucket D m .  

December 30, a trial of the electric light ma 
made in one of the Merrimack Mills. 



Arplr tb .  Ba8k BlocL, erut4d lei& 
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SCHOOL HISTOBY. I Adam8 SCRooI. -The population in the-vicinity 
h 18Z2 the territory now occupied by Lowdl of the North Grammar School i~lcressed so rapidlyb 

was one achool district with two school-housesi- that the committee of 1836 opened the lower part 
one near the pound and the other at Pawtucket 
Falls, near the Stone House. The Merrimack Com- 
pany built a school-house on Aierrimack Street; 
employed a t  first a female teacher and paid the 
whole expense for its support. When Rev. Theo- 
dore Edson came, the s h o d  was put under his 

of that house, and appointed Otis H. Norrill aa 
principal. . 

Then Mr. Fisk migned his position in the 
Hancock School, tlie house was remodelled b j  
dividing it into eiglit rooms, in Even of which, 
female assistarits were placed, and Mr. Bement in' 

chatge. Joel~Levis was the first male teacher, for ] the eighth, the whole making one school called the 
one year, at the end of which time he was appointed Bartlett Grammar School. 
s1wepor for the Loch and Canals Company. He ' IrMh Schoob. - In 1844 the school committee- I died .November 11, 1534. In 1825 3ir. Lewis 1 appoirlted a sub-committee to report upon- the &-,. 
nu succeeded by Alfred V. Bassett, from Atkin- I tory of these schools. I avail myself of their re- 
son, New Hampshire. - I port:- 

I In 1839 tbe Nemmack School had one hundwd : <[By the advice and efforts of philanthropicindi- 
I md sixtj-five pupils. In the summer of this year viduals a room was rented, supplied with fuel and 
1 Nr. Bassett resigned his situation as teacher. Bas- 1 other necessrries, and a teacher placed in this 
I sekt was w d e d  by Walter hbbott of Milford, echo01 who was to be remunernted by a small 
' New Hampahire, who remained one year, left, and weekly voluntarj tax from the parents. From the, 
I engaged in the mercantile business. Reuben Hills, , poverty and indifference of the prenb,  however,, 

of Hancock, New Hsmpshire, came in 1530. In 
May, 1833, the North .School-lioese, naqr the 
North bmmon, was completed, and the 3femmack 
School was moved into it. In April; 1832, this 
school had so increased that it was found necessary 
to have an assidant, and Mr. N. D. Henley was i appointed. Vheu the scliool m s  removecl to tlie 
IICW house, two female assistants were employed. 
I n  1834 the school was divided. Mr. IIealey was 
appointed principal to the new scliool, and Mr. 
Bean nppointed assistant to Aft. Hills. This school 
has had the following nam& : Nemmck, North 
Grammar, Hamock, and Bartlett. 

the scliool lnng~iislied and became extinct. I t  was 
revived from time to time, but after months of': 
feebleness failed. 
a Up to the year 1840 the attempts to establish 

a school in the neigliborhood of tlie Acre sere s a b  
tainerl chiefly bf individual benevolence. At the 
annual toam-meetills in JIay, 1830, an article was 
inserted in the a n m n t  for the appointment of a 
committee to consider the expediency of establish- 
ing a separate scliool for tlie benefit of the Irish 
population. 'l'he committee reported in favor of 
such a school ;' the report was accepted, and the 
sum of S 50 was appropriated for the establishment 



100 HISTORY OF MIDDLESEX COUNTP: 

and maintenance of a sepnrate district school f o ~  
the Irish. I t  was kept only part of the time, and 
saspended. All the arrahgements hitherto were 
unsatisfactory. I n  1834 kev. Xr. Connelly mrried 
on a private school in a room under the Catholic 
Church. In  June, 1835, this gentleman made 
application to the school committee for aid, and 
an arrangement was elitered into between them." 

Under the above arrnngeme~it the committee 
assumed the sul~rvision of the private school 
already existing in a room under the Catholic 
Church, and elected Patrick Collins its teacher, as 
one of the public instructors. September 10,1855, 
another Catholic school, in the vicinity of Chapel 
Bill, was adopted as a town school, taught by 
Daniel McIllroy under the auspices of Mr. Con- 
nelly. In the summer of 1837 allother room was 
preppd under the Catholic Church; a new Cath- 
olic school was opened; and Mary An11 Stanton 
elected its teacher. I n  June, 1838, Mr. Collins' 
md Mr. McIllroy's schools were united, called the 
Fifth Grammar School, moved to Liberty Hall on 
Lowell Street, and Mr. JIcIllroy chosen principal, 
with Peter McDennott assistant. 

On the 8th of January, 1844, the grammar 
school wm moved to the new house on Lelnis 
8tmt .  The building cost 89,650. 

Mr. George W. Shattuck, who had been a suc- 
cessful teacher in Mr. Graves' school for two years, 
wan elected principal of the Lewis Street School. 
His management was judicious; the school in- 
& in numbers and reputation. I n  1848 a 
large private school, which had been kept in the 
basement of the Catholic Church, was disbanded, 
and most of the pupils eutered the public schools. 
From 1838 to 1851 inclusive, 669 pupils of the 
Msnn School' (Lewis Street) received certificates 
to enter the d q ,  while the total uumber from the 
other grammar schools was as follows: Edson, 156; 
Hancock, 28% ; Washington, 167 ; Franklin, from 
1840,59 ; Adams, 429 ; bIoody, from 1841,139 ; 
Gnen, from 1841,102 ; Colburn, from 1848,67 ; 
total, 2,070 from all the schools during this period. 
In the fall of 1852 the Sisters of Notre Dame 
opened a' school for girls under the superv-ion of 
Father O'Brien, through whose influence nearly 
all the girls who had liitlierto attended this school 
joined that of the Sisters. Mr. Shattuck resigned 
January 1,1853, and engnged in other business till 
the spring of 1859, when he was elected superin- 
trmdent of the public schools. 

&dro* ScM. -This who01 aas opeaed in s 

small white llouse on the corner of South and Mid- 
dlesex streets, Xovember 6, 1837, by Joshua Mer- 
rill of Milford, Xew Hampshire. In 1829 i t  was 
removed to the Free Chaptil, where it continued 
until February 18,1833, when it WM removed to 
the uew brick school-house on the South Common. 
Mr. Jierrill retained his position as principal till 
October, 1845, when he resigned and entered into 
trade as a bookseller. During the first four years 
Mr. 3femll conducted his school alone ; but in 
1832 the district system was abolished, the school 
increased in numbers, and he was provided with an 
assistant. When Mr. Memll's school k s  removed 
to the new school-house, February 18,1835, an- 
other grammar school, hitherto kept in the bass 
ment of the First Universalist Church, then located 
on Chapel Hill, and taught by Moses F. Eaton, 
was united with Mr. Merrill's, and Mr. Eaton wan 
retained as assistant. 

WmAiughn School. -In the spring of 1854 
the accommodations in the North and South gram- 
mar schools were not su5cient for the pupils en- 
titled to attend schoola of that rank. The school 
committee, on the 24th of March, opened a new 
school in the North School-houm, and gave it the 
name of the Third Grammar School. Nathan- 
iel D. Henley was appointed principal, and Isaac 
Whittier and Edith Patch assistants. In June, 
1858, the Third Grammar School was moved to 
the South Grammar School-home in ordet to se- 
commodate the children residing in Belvidere, who 
had then acquired a right to attend the Lowell 
schools. 

FrarkZin School. - Dnring the winter of 1839 
Mr. Rufus Adams was employed to open a school 
on Middlesex Street, and in 1840 the Fourth Gram- 
mar School wm established in a school-house nuu 
the old burying-pound. Mr. George 'Spalding 
was appointed principal, and held the position till 
1844. His successor aas Nason H. Morse. I n  
1845 the new brick school-house was enxted, at 
the intersection of Jiiddlesex and Bnnch stmts, at 
a cost of 88,954.05. The number of pupils was 
so large that Mr. Morse was furnished with two 
femnle assistants, and Mr. James McCoy writing- 
master. hir. Frank F. Cobuni is the present in- 
cumbent. . 

Moody School. -January 8, 1841, thia school 
wns opened, with Mr. Seth Pooler as principal. 
He had been an assistant in the High School s ina 
1838. Benjamin B. Thompson, Elizabeth C. Bart- 
lett, and Helen R Eastman wen Mr. Pooleis 



~wistants, and E. D. Sanborn m writing-master. 
Mr. Joseph P. Peabody is the present incumbent. 

Gree~r. School. -Prior to 1841 all the grammar 
school scholars (except those attending the Irish 
school) were obliged to go to the North or South 
grammar scliools. The rapid increase of popula- 
tion near the central p i n t  between these two 
seemed a sufficient leasoil for the erection of an- 
other house, and in 1841 a location was selected 
on Middle Street. A large two-story brick house 
was built to aqcornmodate a grammar and a pri- 
mary school. The grammar school was opelied 
about the middle of the year, with Samuel C. Pmtt 

' principal, assisted by Selson H. Mom, H. Amanda 
Fox, and Nancy 11. Green. C. H. F a m o f i h  was 
the writing-wter. Mr. Morse remained till 1846, 
when he was appointed principal of the Franklin 
School. Albert L. Fisk is the present incumbent. 

Colburn ScAool. - The incmse of population 
on Gorham, Church, and Lawrence streets, and tlie 
large attendance at the Edson School, led the com- 
mittee to ask the city council for-another school- 
house, and recommeiided that it be located on 
Lawrence Street. The request was granted, the 
house built and Anisbed, and dedicated December 
13, 1848. The school was opened at the com- 
meneement of the winter term under the tuition 
of &. Apron Walker, Jr., who had been principal 
of the Green School, but for several years preceding 
1848 bqd been teaching at Charlestown. The pres- 
ent magtyr is AlW 'L. hhel le r .  
. brntcpr  Sfkqol. - February 3, 1851, that part 
of Dracut called Centialville was set off from Dra- 
cut,to Lowell. This district had more than five 
huldred children, for whom the school committee 
were at  once called upon to make provision. The 
school-houses in the district were the old academy 
on Chestnut Street and the brick school-house on 
Tremont Street. These we,re put in good repair; 
a grimmar-school was immediately opened in the 
upper room of the academy building, and a primary 
school was commenced in the lower room of the 
same building. Another primary school was opened 
in the old brick school-house, and a third on Fourtli 
Street. The grammar school was named in honor 
of General Joseph Vamum. A. W. l3onrdmnii, s 
graduate from Haward College, was elected princi- 
pal, and Elizabeth Calef assistant. Mr. Boardinan 
remained till the a ring of 1853, when he resigned. 
He was succeeded ! y Mr. D. P. Galloupe, who for 
many yqbrs had been principal of one of the m m -  
mu schdols in Salem. December 7, 1857, the 

new brick school-house on Myrtle Street aas occu- 
pied by the Vamum School. In 1878 hir. Gal- 
loupe, after a service of twenty-five years, resigned, 
and was succeeded by Mr. Arthur K. Whitcomb, 
who had been previously engaged in the editorial 
departments of the Cburicr nnd the Citizen.' + 

High School. -In 1831 the High School held 
its sessions in a small house near the Free Chapel, 
on Middlesex Street; then in the lower story of 
the Free Chapel; then in the present Edson School- 
house; then in Concert Hall, on 3lerrimack Street; 
then in the Bartlett Grnmmar School-house, near 
the North Common ;- then in tlie attic of St. Mary's 
Churcli, on Lowell Street; then'back to the Free' 
Chapel; and finally, in 1840, in the building erected 
for the High School on Kirk Street. This bnild- 
ing, as remodelled in 1867, accommodates three' 
hundred and thirty pupils, in seven different room;. 

The teachers connected with this school hi 
its commencement are as follows : - 

Thomas M. Clark, principal (Yale Cob), 
1831 - 1833; is now bishop of Rhode Island. " - 

Nicholas Hoppin, principal (Brown Univezsity), 
1833 - 1834; till recently rector of Christ ChurchD 
Cambridge, Mass. 

William Hall, principal (Amherst College), 
1834 - 1835 ; died in Pittsburg, Pa. 

Fraiiklin Forbes, principal (Amherst College), 
1835 - 1836, also 1842 - 1845 ; now agent of &an- 
caster Mills, Clinton, Mass. 

hloody Curriei, principal (Dartmduth Collegk), 
1836 - 1841 ; now cashier of Xmoskeag Bank, 
Manchester, N. H. 

Kehemiah Cleaveland, principal (Bowdoin Col- 
lege), 1841 - 1842 ; subsequently teacher in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., now resides in Westport, Conn. 

Charles C. Chase, principal (Dartmouth Col: 
lese), since 1845. 

James S. Russell, teacher of mathematics (Brod 
University), 1835-1839, also from 1840 to the 
present time. 

John W. Brosne, classical teacher (Harvard 
University), 1841 ; subsequently attorney-at-law, 
Boston, demised. 

George B. Jewett, classical teacher (Amherst 
College) ; subsequently tutor in Bmherst College, 
and pastor of church in Xashua; now resides in 
Salein, Mass. 

1 hlusic-teachen : Isaac N. hletcrlf from 1849 to 1867; 
1,y1na11 Ileath 1819 ; B. F. Baker 1848- 119  ; and Oeorgc F. 
Wlllt-y from 1866 to the prrunt time. 

IVlitinpmutera for all tbe schools: C. H. Famaworth from 
1860 to )864 ; Bert- liarriwn from 1865 to the pment time. 
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David C. Scobey, classical teacher (Dartmouth I :  
, ~ C H  H1SNlBY.t CoUep), lW2 - 1850; died in Lowell, while in , . 

m i & ,  ' M a d  1,1850. 
'; Ephraim W. Young, teacher- of sciences (Hnr- 
Iord Univemity), 1849 - 1856; for kvenl  ?ebs 
clerk of the holm of representntives, Wisconsin. , 

Jonathnn Kimball, c h i e n 1  teacher 1849-1852, 
and sub-principal 1853 - 1857 ; now superintendent 
of schools in Cl~clsia, Ilrrss. 

John J. Cbltot~; teacher of sciences (Amherst 
College), 185? - 1865 ; now physician, Lowell, 
Mfub. , 

Lloyd W. Hixon, sub-principnl '(Dartmouth 
; College), 1858 - 1860 ; now fea'cl~er in Newbu ry- 
. prfJMails. - - James 0. Scripture, tlassical'wher (Dartmouth 
. College), 1860 - 1863 ; since rector of SC. PeteA 

= Ghurah, Salem, d e d .  
: .. Joseph H. McDaniels, classical &her (Har- 
, vard Uuiveqity), 1865 - 1868 ; .-no-w professor of 

" .. -- G d ,  Hobart College, N. Y. 
, , Qorham ?. IV~lliiuns, teacher of sciences (Hor- 
j rar4; University), 1865 -:I866 ; httorney-at-law, 

SATURDAY, Bi.nb 6, 1824, by i n h i o n  frqm 
Kirk Boott, Tfreodom Edson came to ChJmsford 
for h e  purpose 01 holdil~g a ~ t i n g  for 
~mrsliip. Oue hundred and seventyfive -yeam 

i" 
fore, the &v. John Eliot jppued  ~erc.tq &dqL 
lar purpose. i 1  . ,+. • 

A building bnd been briA4 on the LDd nor 
occupied by the G m  S c l ~ l ~ h o w e ,  on lyem-k 
Street, Mped to serve pehrcmnmtly for i rchool- 
house, and temporarily for digious mcetinp. ,It 
was in the upper room. ofrthis bu~hling that 
Edson held his first semi- Qtudar, 
1834: ."' On this bcauion the mmp ru dell 
filled.- r; 

The engngcmalt with Theodd* Edmm ruibt 
distactly on seatarhn munds,  -Tho 
the Congregatiod w h i i  hrld .frlei 
some time previow, b e c a m l ~ i r n c o n c i w  
sultd'in the isf.&lishmeut d tbs Unitarirn & 
greptiopalistj: Tlre two parties had pat c0n;kl 
their qblegt men1 a war of wodsnsohnded t h m -  

rate schools, were - 
Lwy E. Penhallow, 1840 - 1848. 
Susan E. Burdick, 1846 - 1850. did not want war, but $eace and qaick, & Mr. 
Anne B. &wyer, 1850 i 1852. 
The present teachers of the scllool d the 

bnurahea of study taught them are : - . 
Charlea C. Chsa, principal, Greek, ' political . '. 

wience, e ta  
Ed& H. Lord, natural sciences. 
James 8.  uss sell, mtlledtics. I 

Bsrtnm ikrrison, bmk-lieeping, p&rnansliip. 
George F. Willey, music. 
Mary A. IVebster, Lotin, botany, etc. 

;* Marietta Melviu, German, elocution, etc. . . 
Elizabeth UcDnniels, - - English hterature, Latin, 

ctc. . . ' 

Harriet C. Hovey, Greek, rlietoric, etc. 
Charlotte E. Dmper, astronomy, dmwitlg, etc. 
Alice J. Cllose, matlremstics, nntural philosophy, 

-' etc. 
Helen L. Hon, French, drawing, etc. 

Edson wds invited; hot to & t a w  r Prdtert.at 
Episcopal Church, but to inauguxabs~tb &mi- 
mack Ql ig iop  .So&t J .  '' ' . ' +. 

.. .' Early* measures were take. by tlk dinbpa of 
the Nerrimack Manufacturi~g Compeny boa p- 
vide for tbd digioua interests of t h e  pmmmln 
their employ; d e  follomng printed +ha -- 
given to a c h  pq, qs.a part d tbe *&~~+Js&uI 
"into : - ; ,. 

"All pekm & required &be q m b t  %t 

attendance upon publia wonldp, either ak. the 
church iih. this plcc, or i r  an of t& &@I& 

" . 'prisbes. . d VCAll are q u i d  to pttj 374 centa pcr quuW 
in advance, for the support of public wonhip in 
this place, whiah sum shall be paid over for the 
use of such regular society as each may B o o s  to 
J&-" . 
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The directors appointed Patrick T. Jackson and 
Kirk Boott, December 27, 1832, as a committee 
to build s church, and five thousand dollars were 

I 
I appropriated for that purpose. Tltis vote was 

mended April 15, 1834, a little more than a 
month after Mr. Edson came, so that the cliurch 
ras to  be built of stone, and a sum not exceeding 
nine thousand douars was appropriated for this 

1 ppOr 
March 16,1835, the church was completed, con- 

seaated, Jir. Edson was ordained as a priest, and 
the parsollage occupied. 

During the year 1837 it was thought desirable 
to dissolve the connection between the bferrimack 
Religious Society and the Merrimack Manufactur- 
ing Company. For tliree years the affaim of the 
society had been managed nt the counting-room. 
In order to effect this change, and establish a 
parish on an independent foundation, it was neces- 
sary that the compay's contract with tlie rector 
be assumed by the society, and tlnt the society 
should have the use of the church and parsonage. 
Accordingly, September 23, 1827, the church and 
prsonage were leased to the society ; the company 
discharged from all further obligation 011 account 
of taxes, rector's salary, repairs, and i~isurance, and 
the society to have possession for fifteen years at a 
mere nominal rent. 

At this time (1839) tlie parish had become large 
enough to warrant the employment of au assistar~t; 
the Rev. Mr. 11IcCoy was engaged for one year, 
and Chapel Hall was reuted for -services. Tliis 
movement resulted in the formation of St. Luke's 
Church. 

April 17, 1841, a committee was appointed by 
the directors of the lierrimack Bia~~ufacturing 
Company to sell tlie churrh. The lease expired 
November 23, 1842, nnd February 27, 18-45, the 
church alone was sold to the society for $12,000, 
and a deed given, with tlie condition tliat tlie par- 
sonage should be vacated. 

The expcriment of a second Episcopal Churcli 
(St. Luke's, located in Belvidere) did not prove 
succesfnl. 

In 1844 the Rector's Library of St. -4nne's 
Church was commeucd, whicli now numbers over 
2,000 volumes of valuable, useful, nre, and curious 
books. 

I n  1857 a chime of bells was placed in the 
tower of the church, obtained tl~rough tlie per- 
sistent efforts of George Hedrick, Eeq., wl~o seldonl 
fiils in accomplishing whatever he underhkes. 

WBL& 106 ' 

The rector of St. Anne's, Rev. Theodore Edson, 
D. D., prese~its the almost unparalleled example of 
a clergyman officiating in one church fifty-five con- 
secutive years. In 1858 he was confined to The 
Manse thirteen weeks by sickness. On his m 
covey, at the suggestion of his parishioners, the 
Rev. C. W. Homer became his assistant, and ser- 
vices were held in the chapel as well as the church. 
Tlle engagement of the Itev. C. W. Homer led to 
the formation of a new society, called St. John'r 
Churcli, a notice of which will appear in its order. 

June 20, 1866, the parsonage of St. Anne'r 
Church was purchased of the Merrimack Company 
and presented to the parish. B. F. Butler, in be- 
llalf of the donors, said, in presenting the docu- 
ments to the rector : - 

"Our gift is a perfect title, coupled with a sin- 
gle condition only, - that it shall be appropriated 
to charitable, educatioual, and religious uses, in 
conformity with the Protestant Episcopal canons, 
rites, and usages, under the direction of the church 
of St. Anne's in Lowell, POEEVEB." 

St. Anne's Chapel was finished in 1869 at a c o ~ t  
of about 5 7,000. I t  will seat two hundred per- 
sons. The tower was erected at an expense of 
51,200, which sum was coi~tributed by Mrs. Mary 
Dummer Carleton, widow of George H. Carleton. 

November 3, 1877, Rev. A. E. Johnson com- 
menced his labors as assistant rector. 

The House of Pnyer, a mission of St. Anne's 
Church, was built in 1876, and dedicated Decem- 
ber 29 of that year. Itev. B. F. Cooley, rector, 
was succeeded iii 1878 by Father Browne. 

September 29, 1875, KO. 13  Anne Street was 
opened as a Home for Orpllans, under the charge 
of tlie Sisters of St. Margaret, an Amerim sister- 
liood liaring liedquarters i Boston. April 20, 
1876, tlie Home \\-as organized under the statutes, 
and the property conveyed b j  the Rev. Dr. Edwn 
to a board of trustees ; Rev. Theodore Edson was 
electcd president, Rev. X. Hoppin treasurer, H. H. 
Grosvenor secretary. The object is " the education 
and mni~itensnce of orplinl~ and other cliildren, and 
sucll clinn'tablc \vork as m n ~  be iricidri~tal thereto." 

In 187G twent~,  in 1877 twenty-one, and in 
1575 twentg-nine cliildren found a home in this 
institntion. It is su])prtcd by voluntary contri- 
butions. 

Firab &~tgr~qnfiotra~C/ltcrcl/.-Janua~7,18e4, 
William Davidson, James 31. King, Nathaniel 
Holme~, and otl~crs met a t  No. 21, 3Lemmsck 
Compny's 130adi1ig-House, and held a union 
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prayer-meeting. Prayer-meetings continued until 
mme time in 1826, when the Congregationalists, 
Baptists, and Methodists separated. 

The Fin t  Congregational Church was organized 
July 12, 1836, and on the 25th of December, 
1837, the house on Meirimack Street was dedi- 
cated. I t  was owned by a joint-stock company; 
the whole amount of stock had been subscribed for 
and taken. July 18, 1837, George C. Beckwith 
had been ordained and installed as pastor, the 
ceremony being performed in the Baptist Church. 
He continued until Narch 3,1839, when he re- 
s+d. December 35,1839, Amos Blanchard was 
ordained and installed as pastor, and continued' un- 
til May 21, 1845, when he was called to the Kirk- 
Street Church. October 1, 1845, Rev. Willard 
ChilcE wm install& as pastor, and continued till 
January 91,1855. October 17, 1855, Rev. J. L. 
Jenkins was ordained and installed ; he continued 
until January 16, 1862. Sepkmber 17, 1862, 
Rev. (3eorge N. Webber wan installed as pastor; 
he resigned in March, 1867. October 31, 1867, 
Rev. Horace Jamb  was installed as pastor, and 
continued till December 13,1870. September 13, 
1871, Rev. Smith Baker was installed an pastor, 
and has continued to the present time. 

January 8, 1828, the proprietors of the First 
Congregational Meeting-House returned thanks to 
Xirk Boott, agent, for donation of the h d  on 
which their house stands. 

In  1830 one hundred and fifty members were 
dismisd, and formed the Appleton Street Church. 

I n  1833 one hundred and twenty-five members 
were dismissed to form a third church, which had 
a short life. 

In 1839 one hundred and' six members were dis- 
missed, and formed the John Street Church. 

In 1845 one hundred and forty members left 
with the pnstor and formed the Kirk-Street Church. 

Pirat Baptist Society. -January 1, 1826, Na- 
than Oliver, TVillism D. Masou, Cyrus Oliver, 
George Puffer, Abel Itugg, nnd Jonathan C. Mor- 
rill met at the house of Natllar~ Oliver and voted 
to organize 8 church. The regular organizntior~ 
took place February 6, 1826. l'he council con- 
.rend two days after at the bIerrimack Hotel (Stone 
House), then kept by Balch aud Coburn. Land 
for a church building was given by Thomas Hurd. 
The corner-stone was hid wit11 b1aso11ic ceremonies 
erdy in the summer of 1830, and November 15  
the building was dedicnted and the Rev. John 
Cuolrron of Malden was imtdhd. Mr. C o o h  

continued as pastor till August 5,1827. Jnne 4, 
1828, the Rev. E. W. Freeman was installed, and 
continued until his death, September 22, 1835. 
February 24, 1836, Joseph Warren Eaton wm or- 
dained and b r a e  the pastor, until February 1, 
1837, when' he resigned. December 25, 1837, 
Rev. Joseph Bsllud of fhutll Berwick, Maim, ros 
installed, and continued until September 1, 1845. 
January 29, 1546, the Rev. Daniel C. Eddf nss 
ordained, became the pastor, and remained until 
December 18, 1856. The Rev. William H. Alden 
was installed as p t o r  June 10,1857, and resigned 
March 36, 1864. The Rev. William E. Statlton 
was ordained November 2,1865, became the pas- 
tor, and co11tinue.d until June SO, 1870, when he 
was dismissed on recount of ill health. Rev: Nor- 
man C. Mallory was settled September 14, 1870, 
and closed his labon in this church June 30, 1874. 
Bsv. O m n  E. BUory was settled March 524,1876, 
and remained until 1878. He wm succeeded by 
Dr. T. M. Colwell, the p m n t  pastor. 

The k o u d  Bapht Socicty was organized 'Sep 
tember 13, 1831, and built the brick edifice now 
known as St. Mary's Church, on Lowell'Street. 
This building was sold in 1838 to th~? Methodists 
for $12,000, and was called the Wesley Chapel. 
I t  went out of their possession in 1845 ; in 1847 
it was sold to the Catholics. 

In 1838 the building on Worthen Street ras 
erected, at a cost of $8,000. Its pastors have 
been Rev. James Barnaby, 1832 to 1836; Rev. 
Lemuel Porter, D. D., 1835 to 1831 ; Rev. J. W. 
Smith, D. D., 1881 to 1853 ; Rev. D. D. W h ,  
1853 to 1855; Rev. T. D. Worrell, 1855 to 1857 ; 
Bsv. J. W. Bonbrun, 1857 to 1860; Rev. G. F. 
Warren, 1860 to 1867 ; Rev. F. El. bforse, 1867 
to 1870 ; Rev. D. H. Miller, D. D., 1870 to 1873; 
Rev. E. A. Lecompte, 1873. 

Tlie TAird Baptiat Society was o r p i z e d  in 
1840, and the Rev. John Qeorge Naylor was ib 
first pastor. The church on Jolm Street wm 
erected under the pestorate of the Rev. Ira Pin, 
and sold to the Methodists in 1861. 

B r a d  Street Ckapel was organized in Aug- 
ust, 1870. Two years before i t  way started u 
a mission from the two Baptist churches, and u 
such was conducted by the Bsv. E. A. Whittier. 
In the above year the chapel was enlarged, and be- 
came the clmrge of Rev. Q. F. Warren. He WM 
succeeded by S. Hnrtxell Pratt, who left January 
1878, when Orsoti E. Uallory becnme pestor. 

Pirat WetAodist ~~i Ckurck.-Jane 1, 
t 



1827, tbe cower-stone for a building WIM laid 
with Masonic rites; Rev. Dr. Edson officiated as 
chaplain, and the address was made by tlie h v .  
John N. ~affitt, the celebrated revivalist. In the 
erening the Rev. J. F. Maffitt preached in St. 
Anne's Church: November 29,1827, the building 
ms g ica t ed .  I t  was placed at the corner of 
Ccntial and Elm streets, and suggested the uame 
of Chapel Hill. As early as June 1, 1824, tllc 
Methodists had a'clnss on the Front Row, llerri- 
npck bcporntion, composed of Mr. and Nrs. 53s. 
a Barnes, Phebe Higgins, STinsor Puffer, Gratia 
lLnrr Balcom, Mary Aiin hlcom, and h i 1  Page. 

The Rev. Daniel Dorchester claims that the First 
Methodist h u r c h  aas then organized, and is, con- 
aequently, the oldest church organization in Lotrell. 
fIe says "their names were duly recorded in a class- 
book, or register, and Mr. Barnes officiated as a 
class-leader "; but adds, " they attended upon the 
p;b& reroices of Rev. Dr. Edson." 

Fmm August, 1826, to Kovember 29,1827, ser- 
viqs  were held in the Old Red School-house at 
Hale's Mills. From Kovember 29, 1827, to No- 
vember 14, 1839, services were held in the Chapel 
HiU Church. From 1839 to the present time ser- 
vices have been held iu St. Paul's Church, Hurd 
stpet .  

January, 1832, an edifice on Lowell Street was 
.dedicated, and retained until Xovember, 1837, 
when the Baptist Church, on the opposite side of 
the, aame street, mlls purchased for 12,000, and 
calsd the Wesley Chapel. The Wesley Chap1 
ru sold to Rev. James T. McDermott in 18-1.6. 

November 13, 1839, the Hurd-Street Church 
ru built, and called St. Paul's Church. While 
digpng for the foundation, skeletons were un- 
earthed, and an ear-jewel taken from the side of 
one of the skulls by tlie late S. K. Fielding. 

June 22, 1842, the Worthen Street Church was 
dedicated. 

biarch 25, 1843, St. Paul's Church divided; a 
portion bought tlie old church on Chapel IIlll, and 
moved it to Prexott Street. They were stjled 
Wesley+ Methodists. 

July 9, 1S43, the Second Weslejan Methoilist 
Q u m h  was formed by mcmkrs from Wesley 
Chapel, under the Rev. VT. H. Brewster. 

.January 1, 1851, the cl~urch edifice on tlie cor- 
m of Central and 3ierrimack streets, tvhich had 
bien erected by the Third Univemlist Society, was 
mld to,tbe Second IVesleynn Methodist Society, 
W. H. Brewster, pastor. 

Pastors of the Methodist Episcopal Fiqt 
Church : Benjarniu Griffin, 182 6 ; A. D. Merrill, 
1827, 1833 - 1834 ; U. F. Lmbert, 1828 ; A. 
D. Sargent, 1829 ; E. I<. Avery, 1830 - 1831 ; 
George Pickering, 1832; Ira hl. Bidwell, 1836 ; 
Orange Scott, 1836, 1839 - 1840 ; E. M. Stick- 
ney, 1837 - 1838 ; Schujler Hoes, 1841 - 1842 ; 
W. H. Hatch, 1843 - 1844 ; hbel Stevens, 184S ; 

' 

C. K. True, 1816-1847; A. A. Klll'ete, 1848.; 
John H. Twombly, 1849- 1850; G. F. Cox, 
1851 - 1852 ; L. D. Barrows, 1853 - 1854 ; D. E. 
Chapin, 1855 ; George M. Steele, 1856 - 1857 ; 
H. ill. Loud, 1858- 1859; William R. &k, 
1860 - 1861 ; Daniel Dorchester, 1862 - 1863 ; 
S. F. Uyham, 1864-1866; S. F. Jones, 1857, 
1868- 1869; D. C. Knorles, 1870- 1871; B. 
T. Smith, 187j?- 1873 ; W. S. Studley, 1874- 
1875 ; Nemt Hurlburt, 1876 - 1877 ; C. D.Jldl¶ 
1879. 
TIM Firrt UniveraaGist Society.- July 23,1837, 

occurred the first recorded meeting of the pioneera 
of this society. The second meetiug was held in 
the Merrimack Company's' scl)oo1-house, on the 
28th of July. The Old Red School-house, near 
Hale's Blill, and Liver~nore Hall iu Belvidere Tern 
occupied for the meetings uutil Soyember 27, 
1828, when a church that had been erected on 
Chapel Hill was dedicated, and the Rev. ~ l i ~ h a l e t  
Case inshlled as pastor. Mr. Case remained p s h r  
of the society about two years. Rev. Calvin Oard- 
ner succeeded Mr. Case, and officiated till March, 
1833, when he resigned. Rev. Thomas B. Thayer 
accepted the position of pastor March 25, 1833, 
and remained twelve yenrs. During his pastorate 
the church building was removed from Chapel Hill 
to the coruer of Centml and Green streets. Rev. 
E. G. Brooks succeeded Blr. Tbaayer, aud remallled 
one year. Rev. Uriali Clark became ps to r  in 
1846, and continued until 1860. In 1851 Rev. 
T. 13. Thajer retunled to his fprmer charge, and 
remained six !-ears, uutil 1857, w h a  he was called 
to the cllarge of the Fiftl~ Uniier~lis t  Society in 
Boston. 111 Jlay, 1850, Rev. J. J. Tiiiss received 
r call. He coln~ne~lced 111s labors tlie first Sabbath 
in Sel)tembcr, and co~iti~luttd until Januarj 1, 1872. 
Rev. G. T. Flallders, the ~)rt.se~rt pastor, commenced 
his labors April 1, 1872. The old building on the 
corner of Ceritml and G R ~ I I  streets was sold to the 
Lone11 and h ~ ~ d o v r r  lia~lroad Company, and an 
elegut aad imposiuq structure erected on Hurd 
Street. 

The Scco+ CrniverraZu~ Church . is situated on 
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the corner of Shattuck and Market streets. June 
SO, 1836, the first meeting was held to form this 
society, which was organized September 21. No- 
vember 6, Bev. Zenas Tl~omfion was called as 
pastor, and installed February 3, 1837. On the 
15th of November, 1838, the church building was 
dedicated. Mr. T h o m p n  resigned his pastorate 
March 10, 1839. August 26, Rev. Abel C. 
Thomas was ordained pastor, and continued until 
the first Sunday of July, 1843. On the afternoon 
of the day that Mr. Thomas preached his farewell 
sermon, Rev. Alonzo A. 3Iiner commenced his 
duties as pstor, and continued until May, 1848. 
Rdv. L. J. Fletcher immediately succeeded Mr. 
Miner, d remained till September. October 1, 
1&8) Rev. L. B. >Lason became pastor for a short 
time. September, 1849, Rev. J. D. Williamson 
commenced his labors. Owing to ill health he re- 
mained but one year. May 14, 1850, Etev. N. M. 
Oaylord was installed as pastor, and remained two 
years. Ber. J. 8. Dennis was the immediate suc- 
cessor of Mr. Gaylord, and remained two years. 
Bev. Charles Cravens followed, and resigned at the 
end of the year. In April, 1855, Rev. C. H. Dut- 
ton was settled as pastor, turd resigned iu June, 
1858. In  March, 1839, Bev. L. J. Fletcher be- 
came pastor, and rtmained till 1863. July 1,1864, 
Rev. Fraucis E. Hicb commenced his labors here. 
He died April 23, 1865. November 18, 1866, 
Bev. J. Q. Adams became pastor, and remained 
till July, 1873. In April, 1873, Rev. W. G. 
Haskell took charge of the parish, and remained 
till April, 1876. -In April, 1877, Rev. R. A. 
Qreene, the present pastor, began his work. 
T& Third UniveraodMf ChrrrcA was built in 

1843, on the corner of Merrimack and Central 
straets, and was dedicated January 31,1844. Rev. 
H. Q. Smith was the first pastor. IWerence of 
opinion on doctriual poitits arose between Mr. 
Smith and Rev. A. A. Miner, pastor of the Second 
Chwh, which caused a lengthy and acrimonious 
discussion in the Gospel Fonnhin, a Universalist 
piper printed llere at the time. A majority of the 
U~livenalists of the city espoused the views of 
Dr. Miner, and tile result was Air. Smith resigned. 
He was succeeded by Rev. Jehu l\foore and L. J. 
Fletcher, but the society languished and tensed to 
exist. The building was lenwcl to the Second Wes- 
leyan Methodist Society, W. H. Brewster, pastor. 

April 1,1864, this church building was changed 
into stores nnd offices, and cnlled Barrister's Hall. 
Th Fird Udmian S d y  ras o q m i a d  S e p  

tember %6,18!29, and procured a hall ih the school- 
house of the Hamilton and Appleton companies, 
which war furnished with conveniendes for a house 
of worship. This school-house is now the F m  
Chapel of the Ministry at Lrge. October 8,1830, 
the society voted to assume the name of b u t h  Con- 
gregational Society, and that 1- ever since bcur 
the legal name of the society. For the first year 
various persous supplied the pulpit. I September 8, 
1830, a call tvas extended to Mr. William Ba*, 

1 who was ordai~led November 17,1830. Mr. B a q  
resigned December 2, 1835, and Rev. Henry A. 
Milw was installed as his successor December 14, 
1836. The long pnstorate of Dr. Miles was one 
of great prosperity to the parish; the church aas 
greatly enlnrged in uumbers, and he is still affec- 
tionately remembered not only by members of his 

1 own parish, but by many of oar citizens. He re- ' signed in 1853. Dr. Miles was afterwards =re- 
tary of the American Unitarian Association ; trav- 
elled extensively, and is now active and vigorous 
as pastor of the North Church in Hingham. 

His successor, Mr. Theodore Tebbeta, was or- 
dained September 19,1855 ; he retained his pastor- 
ate eight months, and resigned on account of ill 
health in May, 1856. He died of consumption in 
1863. 

The fourth pastor, Rev. Frederick Hinckley, 
was installed in Lowell, November 12, 1856 ; re- 
mained about nine years, and was sneceeded by 
Mr. Charles Edward Grimiell, who was ordained 
February 19, 1867. He remained a IitUe more 
than two years, and afterwards took charge of a 
parish in Charlestown, and has now left the min- 
istry for the law. 

Rev. Henry Blanchad, the sixth pastor, ma 
ordained January 19,1871. After remaining two 
years he resigned, and took the Church of the 
Unity in Worcester, where he now preaches. 

The seventh and present pastor, Rev. Josiah 
Lafayette &ward, waa ordained in Lowell, Decan- 
ber 31,1874. 

The parish contains three hundred and nine fami- 
lies; the church numbers nbout one huudred ard 
seventy-five members, and the Sunday-school about 
one hundred membem, exclusive of the Bible class, 
about fifty more. The number of children in the 
parish is srnnll compared with the number of adults. 
The fiftieth anniversary of the parish was duly o b  
served September 26, 1879. 

Second Gongregationat? CRrrcri. -The Appleton 
Street Church was orgallized December 2, 1880. 



One hundred .ud m y  membera were set apart 
from the First Congregational Church. An act 
of incorporation establulied The Proprietors of 
the Second Congregational Meeting-House, and 
tbe stuck M $100 per share. The house was 
built in the summer and autumn of 1830, dedi- 
cated July 10, 1831, and hired until 1856; when 
the society took the name of Appleton-Street Con- 
,pga t iod  Society. The house was purchased in 
1889. 
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PM ~ b ~ n m a t i o u l  m u e ~  
October 4, 183i, Rev. IVilliam Twiuing w u  

installed prutor. He resigned tlie psition on 
amount of failing hedth, and was dismissed by o 
council b y  95,1896. July 6, 1887, Rev. Uzzial~ 
C. Burnap was installed as pstor, aiid colitinued 
until February 6, 1853. He died August 12, 
1854. December. 30, 1852, Rev. George Darling I 

' Addison P. Foster was hqtalled as pastor; but r e  
signed October 17, 1868, oil account of ill health; 
July %0, 1370, Rev. J. BT. Greene, the preaent 
pstor, was installed. 

The new church, oil the corner of Summer & 
Favor streets, called the Eliot Church, was fin- 
i s l d  and occupied January 1, 1874$ at a cost of 
$79,249.68. Tlie present debt is 815,000. 
Tk FreewiU Bap/idt Chtcrch was organized in' 

1833, and the proprietors were incorporated in 
1836. The church building.on Nemmack Street,. 
at the liead of Ceiltrnl Street, was erected in 1857,. 
at a cost of 520,000. The money was obtaiqed 
by Elder Nathaniel Thurston from the mill girls .rd 
subscription, or ns loans. He uot oillj undertook 
tlie building of the church, but also that of a large 
establishment ill Centralville, afterwards used as a 
water-cure. In conwqueiice of the misapplication 
of tlie funds, or of incapncit! in the management' 
of the finances of tlie church, it. came to grief. 
Tlie building was afterwards convertel int6 a mn- 
scum and theatre by Nnab I?. Gates, allo, in 1845, 
purcliased Moses Kimball's museum, wluch had' 
startcd in 1340 in Wyman's Exchange, and moved 
it across the strcet into tile Freewill Baptist Church. 
I t  was the question of licensing this theatre that 
agitated tile commuiiity at that time.. The liceuse 
was eventually obtained, and the excitement sub- 
sided. 

Fire' ravaged this building three different times. 
The tall spire was taken down Il'orember, 1846. 
The building seemed fated to disaster. It is ngw 
reconstructed and occupied for stares, offices, e t .  
The post-office, ,Daily Courier office, and horse- 
railroad office are located in it. 

The above is a history of a church building. 
The history of the church, now called the Fin& 
Ficewill Baptist, is rr follows : - 

May 19,1833, the first public .w\iceu were held. 
in Classic Hall by Rcv. Nntlianiel Thurston of 
Dover, N. H. Tlie Hamilton Chapel, on Middle- 
sex Street, was afterwnnls eagaged, and the society 
organized iluguat 15, 1833; the Rev. n'athaniel. 
Thunton was elected pastor, but did not enter 

was installed. He resigned December 0, 1854. 
October 9, 1855, Rev. John P. Clravelond, D. D., 
was installed. He vao dismissed January 15, 
1H62; became chaplain of the 26th Afassncli~lsetts 
Begiment, and went to Sliip Island. He returned 
May Z, 186%. December.17, 1862, Rev. J. E. 
Bnnkin, D.D., was installed, and continued uutil 
(&bbm 29, 1864. October 3, 1866, the Bev. 

u p n  his duties witil April, 1S31. Duriag tbe 
interim Rev. He~fiainin S. JIansur aud J. L. Si- 
clair officiated. llarcli 30, 1636, an pct .of incor- 
poration was obtained for the erection of a church 
edifice. The notes of the corpratiou were issued 
to obtain the money. The church was dedimt-ed 
Noveinber 15, 1837, and vacated July 31, 1H46, 
duriirg the yastolate of Rev. SilrraC~~rtb. B~v.NI- 
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thaniel Thurston remained until September, 1840, 
at  which time Rev. Jomthnn Woodman was in- 
stalled as pastor, and remained until March 1, 
1844. Rev. SiLns Curtis came n fen weeks later, 
and continued until February, 1849. The first 
Sabbath in August, 1846, the society commenced 
to hold meetings in llechanic's Hall. I n  1847 
Welle's Hall was secured for two years ; afterwards 
the Wesleyan Church on Preecott Street was rented 
and occupied. In June, 1849, Rev. A. H. 3Ioul- 
ton mu installed m pastor. He resigned tile pas- 
torate in June, 1855. The Paige-Street church 
building was commenced in August, 1853, axid 
dedicatedFebruary1,1$54. Itcost$15,877.67; 
$5,500 of which douated by the manufactur- 
ing compuies. July 2, 1855, Rev. J. B. Davis 
-eras installed as pastor, and continued until the 
cloa of 1859. April 1, 1860, Rev. Dawin Mott 
wan installed as pastor, and continued until June, 
1868. I .  >lay, 1865, Rev. O.  W. kean became 
pastor, and continued until &Larch, 1865. No- 

. vember 1, 1863, Rev J. B. Drew became p t o r .  
He resigned January 17, 1868. May 1, 1865, 
Rev. D. A. 3Lorehouse was installed as pastor, and 
reigned December 31,1869. November 1,1870, 
Rev. J. E. Dame commenced his pastorate, and 
continued until June 30, 1875. On the first Sab- 
bath of December, 1875, Rev. E. W. Porter, the 
present pastor, commenced his labors. The whole 
number of members from the date of organizatio~l 
ia 3,836; present number, 614. 

John - Street Cbrgregatioaal Church. - This 
church was orgn~Jzed $lay 9, 1839, by two hun- 
dred and fort?-three persons; all but eighteen 
came from the First Congregatio~lol and Appleton 
Street churches. The church edifice was dedicated 
January 24, 1840. I t  wnas built at a cost of 
$17,884.12 ; repaired in 1846, again in 187 1, at 
a a t  of 3 10,000. The first pstor  am '%v:S. W. 
Hanks, who was hshlled March 20, 1840, and 
labond twelve and one half years. Rev. E. B. 
Foster immediately succeeded him, mas installed 
February 3, 1853, hbored eight nud oue half 
years, and left on accoulit of impired health. 
Rev. J. W. Backus was the tl~ird pnstor, installed 
September 24,1562, and served tliree and one half 
yeam. Rev. Dr. Foster was recalled, and reinstated 
May. 16, 1866. For twelve and one llnlf years he 
labored among his people, and, on t ie  29th of No- 
vember, 1878, he w- 11mde Pastor Emeritus bp 
the unanimous vote of the church. His entire 
pastomte embraced a period of over twenty-one 

I yean. Rev. J. B. Seabury was installed Septem- 
ber 8,1876, as l~ssociate pastor. Since November, 
1878, he has been pastor in full charge. 

The entire membership of the church during its 
existence of forty years has been 1,334 ; the pres- 
ent membership is 376. 

KirLStreet Chrmk. - The Fourth Congrega- 
tiom1 Clrurch was organized June 13, 1845, and 
adopted the above name. Rev. Amos Blanclurrd 
was called from the First Church, and continued 
pastor until his death, January 14,1Y70. He was 
succeeded by Rev. C. D. Barrows, the preseut 
pastor. 

High-Street Cknrch. - The first meeting to con- 
sider the expediency of formi~rg a fifth Congrega- 
tional church wns held ill tlie lecture-room of John- 
Street Church, July 7, 1845. The failure on the 
part of tlie Episcopalians to raise sdc i en t  funds 
to liquidate the debt on St. Luke's Church, in Bel- 
videre, necessitated the sale of that edsce, and 
negotiations were opened for its purchase. The 
purchase was accomplished December 4, 1845, alid 
the first meeting for worship was held in the lec- 
ture-room of St. Luke's Church, December 14, 
1845. The name waa changed to High-Street 
Church. The inauguration of tlie church took 
place in John-Street Church, January 25, 1846, 
when seventy-one persons entered into a covenant. 
February 25, 1846, Rev. Theodore Atkinson was 
installed as pastor; tile services were held in John- 
Street Church: He \ma dic~nissed June 28, '1847. 
December 15, 1847, Rev. Joseph H. Towne was 
installed as and remained until Map 22, 
1854. September 5, 1855, Rev. Orplleus T. Lan- 
phear was installed, and remailled until October 21, 
1856. September 16, 1857, Rev. Oven Street, 
the present pastor, was installed. 

The W'ortAe~-Sfreet JfethorEirt Episcopal CRumA 
was o r g a d  October 2, 1841, and the edifice 
erected in 1842, at a cost of $8,800. Pastors : 
Rev. A. D. Sa&nt, Rev. A. D. Merrill, Rev. J. 8. 
Springer,&v. Isaac A. Savage, Rev. Charles Adams, 
Rev. I. J. P. Collier, Rev. 11. A. Howe, Rev. J. &. 
Dadmun, Rev. William H. Hatch, Rev. A. D. Sar- 
gent (second time), Rev. J. 0. Peck, Rev. &ge 
Wliittaker, Rev. Geoqe S. Chadbounle, Rev. David 
H. Ela, Rev. F. J. Wagner, and Rev. George L. 
Collyer, the present pstor. 

TAe Central dfetk0di;t EpircopaC C.urch, comer 
of John and Paige streets, was built for the Third 
Baptist Church in 1846, at a cost of about 8 14,000. 
The Central Methodist Episcopal Church-was or- 
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ganized m 1854; Pastors, Rev. William S. Stud- 
ley*.Rev. ISMC 8. Cushman, Rev; I. J. P. Collier, 
ILev. Chester Field, Be\.. Lorexno R. Tl~ager, Rev. 
.I. H. Uansfield, Rev. \Villiiam C. Iiigll, Hev. F. 
TVomls, Ber. Daniel Dorchester, Rev. J. 13. Mans- 
field, Rev. M. B. Clinpman. 

, Tk 19.~ C4apl. -The 3Iinistry at Large ~vas 
organized in 1844; Heiiry A. Milcs president, Joh~i  
Clark, David Dana, J. G. G n ~ e y ,  Hazes Elliott, 
Hapgood Wright, A. W. Buttrick directors, Frank- 
lin Forbes secretary and treasurer. The object d 
the institution -is to p c h  those outside of the 

churches ; relieve poverty ; s!mpathize with and 
console tlle euflering; enlighten and elevate the 
ignorant ; reclaim and guide the wandering. . 

This institutio~~ purcllnsed the clinpel on Mid- 
clleses S t m t  in lS(i3, at a cost of 82,064.. l'b 
funds for tllis purpose wen. givar b? citizens v l ~ o  
did not r epn l  the institution as tsctnriat~, butas 
a bro;~d public charity. The land and building 
were deeded to trustees, \rho cl~oose tl~eir suc- 
son, to be devoted to religious, clmritable, and 
educational purposes, unsechrian and free. ... 

l l e  .Free Chapel is sustai~led by a general mb- 
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scription of 51,000 by citizens, and an equal 
amouut by the manuhcturing companies. In  
addition to these, tlie income of the Nesmith, Tyler, 
Dalton, nnd Holbrook fut~ds is devoted to this ob- 
ject, making altogether an income of 83,000. 

Bev. Homtio \Food was the Minister at Large 
from October, 1844, to January, 1869, and was 
succeeded by Rev. H. C. Duganne, the present 
niinbter, in July, 187%. him. Duganne is an 
assistant in tlie work. 

July SO, 1860, St. John's Parish was organized. 
August 29, Rev. C. W. Homer was elected rector. 
Sediices were held in Wyrran's Hall, on Merrimack 
Street, until October 6, 1861, when the church on 
Oarham Street \pas finished and occupied. The 
corner-stone was laid April 15,1961. Tlie church 
vss consecrated as soon as the debt on it was 
cancelled, July 16, 1863. I t  cost 3 14,000. Mr. 
Homer's connection with the church ceased in 
November, 1862. He was succeeded by Rev. 
Cornelius B. Smith, May 114, 186.3, who remallled 
until '&lay 18; 1865. In November of the same 
year Rev. Charles L. Hutchins became rector. He 
resigned May 24, 1869. During his rectorship 
the chapel was built, at r cost of $5,000. From 
June 1, 1869, to June SO, 1873, Rev. D. C. Rob- 
erta was rector. Rev. Learlder C. Jfanchester, the 
present rector, came October 1, 1873. The pres- 
ent number of communicants is two hundred and 
seventy. 

T's Firrt Prea4ylcria~ Chsrck was, establislied 
June %S, 1869, with the Rev. J. L. Robertson as 
dated aupply. He had declined a call. Novem- 
ber 9, 1869, Rev. Jolin Brnsh was installed as 
pastor. He resigued &lay 31, 1870. Rev. A. C. 
Rose came in June, 1870, was iiistded Novem- 
ber 1, 1870, and resigned May 3, 1871. Rev. 
8. F. Calhoun was instolled in November, 1871, 
and resigned September 9, 1873. The church on 
hppleton Street was purchased in the fall of 1873 
for $15,000. The first service was held Novem- 
ber 2. Rev. Robert Court, the present pastor, waa 
installed in March, 1974. 

Tks Filfk-Street Baptist Clirrrcri was organized 
Ifarch 17, 187-l.. The chapel was dedimtecl Jan- 
uary 3, 1878. I t  was under the cllarge of Rev. 
T. J. B. House from November, 1873, to the close 
of the year 1876. Rev. M. C. 'Illring, the present 
psstor, was installed Jiarcli 1, 1877. I t  coln- 
m e n d  with twenty-six, aud now has two hundred 
and five members. 

HigAhnii H e W i s t  Epbmpd CAirtcri waa 

organized Ifarch 12, .1875,.with Rev. G. W. E 
Clark as pastor. He remained until Augast, 1875. 
Tlie house oras dedicated Juue 11, 1876. It cost 
87,000. Rev. 8. R. Gregory came April 11, 
1877, and left April 9, 1878. Rev. George H. 
Clark came April 9, 1878, and left April 8, 1879. 
Rev. Austin H. JIerrill, the present pastor, came 
April 8, 1879. 

Tks Mt. Fernon Free BapCirt CkurcA, located 
on the corner of Mt. Vernon and Butterfield stretts, 
was built in 1873- 73, and derlicated July, 1873. 
In July,*1874, Rev. George S. Bicker of 'Elichmond, 
Maine, was called to lnbor as a missionary, and 
commenced his hbors August 1. The church was 
organized December 29, 1874, with t-nt~-six 
members ; the present membership is one hu~dred 
and twenty~ix. The 31t. Vernon Church is con: 
ductd on the free-seat system, and all full& a n  
raised by voluntary contribution. Connected with 
the church and parish is a literary society, a youug 
ChristiansJ association, a ladiesJ benevolent society, 
and a bald of Little Mission Helpers. The Sunday 
school  lumbers more thap two hundred, with an av- 
erage attendance of about one hundred and twenty. 

The Yorrng Mm' Ckriatian Asaociatio)r was or- 
ganized in the fall of 1854. S. N. Merrill w8s 
president, and continued about two years. After 
a number of preliminary meetings, the present in- 
stitution was organized January 26, 1867, with 
Ithamar W. Beard as president. The rooms in 
BanistersJ Hall were dedicated April 4, 1867, arld 
the Association was incorporated February, 1868. 
The room consist of a hall, reading-room, parlor, 
lodging-room, and secretary's o%ce. The pla~ent 
officers are Philetus Burnham president, Henry J. 
31&y missionary and general secretary. 

St. PatricKI, Fmwkk Street. - October 28, 
1828, relidous services wen held in the Merrimack 
Company's School-house on Jierrimack Street, 
under the direction of the bishop of the diocese. 
July 3, 1831, St. Patrick's Church, which had 
been erected on land donnted by the Locks and 
Canals Company, was dedicated. I t  war a frame 
building seventy by forty feet. Father llahonq, 
who had charge of the parish, built the priesfa 
house, located next to the church, in 1832. In 
1835 Father Curtin cnme to Lowell as an assistant 
to Fatlier Mahoney for II short time. He was suc- 
ceeded by Father Connelly, who, under Father 
lXalioneyJs direction, built two wings to the church. 
Father J. T. 3fcDermott succeeded Father Ma- 
honey in 1837. In 1839 Rev. James hnwny waa 



~ ~ ~ o i n t e d  amishnt to Father McDermott, a id  in 
1843 built alld had charge of St. Peter's Cllurch, 
on (forham Street. Father McDermott purchased 
the church on the corner of Lowell and Suffolk 
streets, which was built by the Baptists; it was 
dedirated in 1847, and called St. Mary's. Father 
Tacker, after a brief pastorate at St. Pi~trick's, was 
s o d e d  by Fathers Timotliy and John O'Brieu. 
The old builclil~g was re~uovd ; the new churcli 
m erected by these clergymen, and dedicated Oc- 
tober, 1854. Rev. Michael O'Brien, the present 
pstor, is assited by Rev. \Fillinm aiid Rke Wil- 
liam M. (YBrien. St. Bkry's Cliurch is a mission 
attached to St. Patrick's Church. Father Gimpbell 
h the ollhiating priest. - 
Thc Academy of Notre Dame, on Adams Street, 

h under the care of the Sisters of Sotre Dame. A 
free school for six hundred and fifty pupils, and r 
boardiug school for one hundred pupils, is main- 
tained, under the charge of nearly thirty teachers. 

St. P&/J Church, GorAam Street. -- Rev. 
Junes Conway, who came to Lowell as nssistant 
to Pather NcDermott in 18H, secured a lot of 

land, in August, lal, on the carnet of Qorham 
and Appletoil streets. On this he built the brick 
church, still standing, known as St. Peter's C%urch. 
I t  was dedicated October 16,184 2. In March, 
1847, Father Connay was succeeded by Rev. Peter 
Cruddal, the present incumbent, who is assisted by 
Rev. John Ryan. 

St. Peter's School and Orphan Asylum occupk 
the former resideilce of the agent of thv Hgmiltop' 
Nanufacturiug Company, on -4ppleton $treet. It 
was establislied in 1866. 

The Chwch of lke lrunromrlotc Gncpiion &a 
dedicated Juile 10,1877, and is under the char& of 
Rev. James McGrath, assisted by Rev. E. l h  Laar. 

St. Jobeph'r Church, Lee Street, was established 
by the Society of Oblates for Poor Missions for 
the French Catholics. This church was built by 
the Second Unitarian Society, and sold to the 
Catholics in Nay, 1868, for 5.11,500. The part 
chasers added galleries at  an expense of 51,500; 
bought more land for 82,800, and made an ad@- 
tion that cost $16,000. Fathers Garin and Four- 
nier have charge of the mission. 

M A L D E N .  

B Y  D E L O B A I N E  P .  C O B E Y .  

Nanapeshemet, who lived on the bordem of the 
\vide marshes which stretch from the easterly par: 
tion of hialden tlirough Revere to the .sea. From 
thc Atlantic to the Co~lnecticut River the savage 
tribes owed him a rude allegiance; but the com- 
bined attacks of the Tnmtiiies, whom lfr.  Lewis 
st!*lrd tlie "Goths nnd Vnndals of aboriginal New 
E~~glaiid," alld the plague, sliicli Tllomas Biorten 
of JIerry Mount called " tlie hand of Gd," reduced 
Itis tribe to a feeble remainder. He %tired from the 
banks of Rum~iey JIarsll to a hill near the head- 
waters of tlie Jljstic, rllere he was slain in 1619 
by his old enemies the Tnmatines. 

After tlie dentli of n'annpaeliemet and the retire- 
inent of tlie Tilrratines, his people again gathered 
around tlie Vjstic and Rumney Mars11 uiider the 
geiien~l govcr~irnent of liis widow, tlie Squnw Sa- 
chem, nnd tile local rule of liis soas, TToiiohaqua- 
ham atid Montowampte, or Sagamore James of 
Saugua. The Squaw Sachein appears to have been 

1629 Ralph Sprague and his 

,! - , brethm~~,who had recently hnd- 
L - ed at Salem, p e s i n ~  through 
I 

- 
the country on the easterly bank 

h +. r 

-- 

of tlie l i ~ s t i c  River, foulid it 
t c  an uncouth wilderness " a id  

b- - _  - - .& I?-F; " full of stately timber." Its -- . --AT .I inliabitnnts, n rcmnnnt of tlie 
- 1 I oiia pGerful tribe of the Paw- - 

' -d -*=j tackcts, were ulider the iio~ninal -- L--- 
rille of TVo~~ohaqual~am, or Si~g- 

amore Jolin, e chief "of g r t l e  n~ld p o d  diepsi- 
tion," whom Tl~olnas 1)udley described as "a hand- 
some jouiig mait, convcrwnt \\-it11 us, affcctillg 
English appwl  md  Iiouses, atid spetliing wcll of 
our God." He dwelt upon tlie crrrk whicl: runs 
from- the marshes between Powder-Horn Hill and 
Winnkimmet into tlie Biystic at Swectser's or 
Beacham's Poist, in Everett. His tribe, s t  the 
itrm of authentic history, were led by tlie Sacliem 
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equal to the task of ruling the barbarons h d s  of I pied the land to& the Connecticut Biver, he 
the Pkwtuckkts; and she succeeded in re-establisll- ' joined King Pl~ilip in the bloody war of 1675-76. 
ing and maidtaining authority over the domain df 
her deceased husband to the Con~~ecticut River. 

In 1632, says Increase Jlather, " the Iiidians 
began to be qnhrrelsome touching the Bounds of 
the Land which they had sold to the English, but 
God ended the Controversy by sending the Small- 
pox among the Indinns at Saugust, who were 
before that time exceeding numerous." Whole 

At the same time the Rumney blarah Indians left 
the Mystio nnd %he Abousett and retired to the 
Pawtucket Fnlls at Wamesit, now Lowell., Wme- 
poykiu was taken prisoner, and was sent, with other 
captives, a slave to Barbadas. By some means 
he was finally enabled to return to IIaseachwetts 
Bay, and he d i d  in 1684 in the house of Mumin- 
quash, or James Rumney Marsh, the son of his 

villages were swept away by this new enemy; and / sister Yawata, at Natict  With him the line 
Wonohaquaham and liontowampate died, with the i of the Pawtucket sachems came to an end. Hh 
most of their people. The former, at his m re- 
quest, "was taken among the English, promising 
if he recorered to lire rvitl~ the English and serve 
their God." By the death of the Sagamores, their 
bmther Wenepoyliin, then about seventeen years 
of age, liecame chief of the few Indians remaining 
in 6his vicinity. He was known to the English as 

English surname survived many years, and M 

Indian of that name did military service as kt. 
as 1740. 

Tradition has preserved the memory of the red 
men in Malden, and still points with uncertain. 
finger to the place of their habitation on the high 
lands of the tract long knom as t b  Nichols farm; 

George Bumney Jiarsh, from the place of his abode I and, to enforce this vague testimony, the pickaxe 
near Powder-Horn Hill, on the southern borders I'of the laborer has at times uucoved the moul- 
of this tdwn. He lrad one son, lfanatahqua, and I dering bows of the former lords of the fonst. 
t h m  daughters; who were named by the whites 
Cicily or Su-George, Snmli, and Susannah; but 
who were collectively styled by their own people 
Wanapanaquin, or the Plumed Ones. 

Qeorge Rumney Xanh appears to have lived in 

There still remains the Nichols farm-house, a relic 
of the days of the seventeenth centay, within 
whose time-worn walls the visitor may see the spot 
where household legend snys the axe of the settlu 
clove the head of an Indian and insured safety to 

friendship with his English neighbors until 1651, the wife and child who were hidden from sight in 
when he produced evidence of "his interest and the ample- fireplace near by. 
just Title b the Lands of his late brother deceased I i t  was not 101% after the Spragum psad over 
on mistick side," and " the Ground about powder 
home hill," which, in the words of the record, 
wen, "wrongfully detayned from him." In  his 

the land before the " uncouth wilderness" bemme 
attractive to the new-comers. In 1633 the terri- 
t o y  between Island End River and Jialden, or 

petition he prayed "that now at  last out of your Nortl~ River, "and soe vpp into the county," nar, 

Gnat demency and colnpastion towards your poore I granted to the town of Charlestown; and the next 
Indi i  and Petitioner you will be pleased to vouch- 
safe him somme small parte parcell or proportion 
of his inheritance for himself nnd company to ~ l a n t  
i m  He was advised by the General Court, in 
answer to his petition, to prosecute his claim in 
some inferior court ; and tlie worldly irisdom of such 
advice was proved by the fact that he was twice 
defeated in attemptins to recover his own. The 
matter was fiually set at rest by nn order of tile 
court to " lay out twenty acon of g o d  plantinge 
lnnd in some conver~ient place for Sagmore George 
to make vse off." Whether tliis land was ever 
laid out or not is unknonn; but the Indian's 
friendship for the E ~ ~ g l i s l ~  thereafter mas not strong. 

, Having by the death of the Squaw Sachem in 1667 
become chief of the Pawtuckets, and the nominal 
it not the renl heid of the Nipmucks, who occu- 

year an nllotment of land was made to the aev- 
era1 inhabitants. This lnnd, which rn nfterwards 
known as the five-acre lots, was applvently lea-land, 
and lay between the forest and the marshes in the 
extreme southern portion of the grant which now 
began to be known as Mystic Side and Mystic 
Field, and lms, long after the foundation of the 
new village, within the bounds of Charlestown. 
About the same time four hundred acres of land 
upon the west side of "the North Ryv, o t h e d  
called the Three Myle Brooke," were granted to 
Rev. John Wilson and Increase Nowell, and for 

. many years separated the towns of Malden and 
liedford. At this time several had actually set- 
tled upon the ground. Governor Cradock's men 
llnd crossed the Mystic and built the first hwsa 
upon its nortlieru bauk nt Wihn's Point; 4 2 



seema probable that W p h  Spmgue early removed 
from Charlestown to his ninety acres in Pond Field, 
near Eel Pond, where he died in 1650.. 

In 1636 a commission laid down tlie line of 
Boston and Charlestown, "from the E&ed tree 
vpon the rocky hill above Rumney Marshe, neere 

f the nittan tree nore-nore west vpon a straight 
! l,me by a meridean compass vpp into the coun- 

trie." !his line, running from near Black Ann's [ s m r  in Iindm, has never beeii changed, and is 
still the eatidern limit of Malden and Uelrose. The 

J 
mky hill, called in 1635 "a point of rock, on the 
side of the high way to Mistick," may still be 
m@, and is a prominent feature in the land- 
scape; but the "marked tree," an ancient pine, 
&r hiring been r landmark more than a century, 
disappeared many years ago. 

In 1638 another division of Mystic-Side lands 
ma made, and a large tract was set apart for " de- 
sirable persons," aud "for such as may come with 
another minister." The southern border of this 
tract was '' at .the head of the file-acre lots," and 
"ran in a straight line from Powder-Horn Hill to 
the head of Nsrth River " ; and to this reservation 
" three hundred acres above CradockJs farm " were 
added. 

Settlera now increased; and the building of a 
dam by Tbomas Coytemore, in 1640, at Black 
Rock, on Three Jiyle Brook, and the establishment 
of a mill soon after, prove a growing community. 
The first comers appear to have located upon the 
hills in the easterly vicinity of the landing-place 
at 6andy Bank, near the burying-ground. Traces 
of early habitation could be found liere ritliin a 
few years, bat improvement has obliterated tliem. 
Among these early settlers we may recognize John 
Greenland, who was granted, in 1610, his petitiou 
"to plant nyou a five-acre lot in Cliarlestotrn 
bounds on Mistick side." Abbut the snnie time 
aune Joseph Hills, who was a landholder here in 
1638, and his son-in-law, John Najte. \\-it11 the 
names of these men, who were ever foremost in its 
affairs, the early history of lfaldeii is iudissolubly 
connected; and the s toq of their lives is the story 
of the founlli~ig of a to~rn. ITilliam Snrptnt, a 
l' hberdasiler " and a prmclicr, wlio is tlescrihed 
by Edward Johnson as a " Godly Christian," a s  
here as earl? as 1643. His Lids, wl~icli were pos- 
4 by his d~ceudnnts nearly two ccnturics, 
were in the soutlirrn part of the town. With these 
men came othera across the Mystic from the parent 
tom. Settlers begall to push northward up the? 

valley between Mount Prospect and the western 
hills, whither the Spragues h d  led; and the sparse - 
population, in their advance, met othera coming 
from Lynn and settling arouud the pouds in Read- 
ing. The "Salem path to Mistick ford" now begah 
to be intersected by other ways ; and in 1640 the 
P~nny  Ferry was establislied, which existed until 
it was superseded bl- Jfalden Bridge in 1787. Jn 
1643 Thomas Caule represented that he '' Dwell- 
eth by the water at the Ferry-place on mistick ' 

side, many people having occasion to come that 
way "; and he did "humbly request lave  to cell 
bread, bare, and other victualling for the refresh- 
ing of such." Tlie road to the ferry lay along the 
edge of the marshes between the bqing-ground 
and Mystic River. 

In  1647 the public convenience demanded ; 
new way from Reading to the ferry at Winnisim- 
met, which \vns iiot finally laid out until 1658. 
This winding r a r  may still be traced from thq 
Chelsea line to the Reading ponds, although large 
portions of it have been abandoned many years. 
Chelsea and Bucknam streets, in Everett, and see 
tions of Madison, Jfain, and Forest streets, in 
lfalden, are the relics of the "new may." Abo- 
Forest Street, in tlie still wild bills, altliougli .long 
disused, its marks are seemingly of yesterday; and 
tlie curious pedestrian ma! cross a little brook on 
a rude stone bridge nluch served the men of two 
centuries ago. 

All tlie elements of an independent community 
might now be foiiiid at Nystic Side ; and that h 
element of religiou made all others subordinate, ,, 
and was the po\\er which gathered tggether the 
people in the fonuation of a town, was character-. 
istic of our Puritan fathers. Separated "by the 
broad spreadiri~ river of Jfistick," as Johnson le- 

cords, from tlie Cl~ristian privileges of the parent 
town, tlie outl,rieg settlers "gathered into a 
cliurcl~ some distance of time before they could 
nttnin to any churcli-officer to administer the Seals 
unto tliem," and were etlifiecl b~ tlie ministratioils 
of " n goc11,r C'liri>tian," I\-illiaru Sargeant, " wl~o 
did preach tlre 11-ord unto them, aud afterwards. 
they were supplied at times with some young Stu- 
dents from tile ('ollrdg." 

Having the foundatioii of a church, measures to 
q a r a t e  fron Charlcsto\vn n a t u ~ i l l ~  folloaed ; and, 
" loving terms of agreement " liaviug been liappily 
made, the Court of Assistants passs, Nny 2, 
1G-40, 0. S., tbv following vote of incorporation :,, 
" E1'011 the ptitiou of Jlisticlr-side meti, they nrr 
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' granted to 'be a distinct tonie, and the name 
t h e k f  to bg called Mauldon." 

It is not known wl~o sig~ied tlie petition as 
Mistick-aide meu "; but a document in relation 

to the church, written in 1648, may be supposed 
to contain the names of the leading men of Mal- 
den. q e y  were Joseph Hills, h l l j h  Spngue, 
Edward Carrington, Tliomas Squire, John Wayte, 
James Greene, Abraham Hill, Thaw Osborne, 
John Lewis, and Thomas Caule. 

Joseph Hills, who, as we have seen, waa an 
early settler here, wns a man of ability and was 
honored in the colony. He had been engaged in 
important commissions with the leading men of tlie 
government, and in 1647 h d  been speaker of 
the house of deputies. He I d  just completed the 
famous revision of the hIassachusetts laws which 
& printed in 1648, and wliich was the first code 
of' laws established by authority in New England. 
Be came, with his wife Rose, from Maldon, in 
Essex, England, and in compliment to liim Mystic- 
Side is supposed to have received its new name. 
The present incorrect form of the word was not 
gemrally used until near tlie middle of the last 
m t u r y  ; and, until that time, the usage of the best- 
informed persons, both in written and printed doc- 
uments, shows that the town was, durhg its first 
century ,of existence, known as Maldon. 
The line between Charlestown and the new town 

appears to have b&n that Lid down " at the head 
of the five-acre lots" in 1638, running from near 
Powder-Horn Hill, in a northwesterly direction, 
to the North River; and Stephen Fosdick, Tliomas 
Whittemok, William Sargeant, and Richard Pratt 
are mentioned as abutton thereon. This division 
left to Charlestown the southwesteni portion of 
the present town of Everett, which retained the 
old name of Mystic-Side ; and its inlla bitants are 
h o w n  to us as "our Charlestown neighbors." 
Charlestom retained a right in tlie burying-place 
at  Sandy dynk and the landing-plnce near by, niid 
exempted the iuhabihnts of Mystic-Side from 
church charges for three years. 

The first records of the totm are lost, nnd 
the antiquary must gather froin widely scattered 
nonrces the story of its birth and early years of 
growth. The authoritim are documents and rec- 
ords, i~defiuite and uiisntisfactorg, - papen made 
for a purpose soon ps t ,  and not intended to con- 
vey information to a distant age; but, in tlie 
vague- and uncertainty of the light they shed, 
rs m y  aee a SF and sturdy p o ~ l i o u  over- 

& 

coming a wilderness and laying deep the founda- 
tions of the institutions we eujoy. Of the doings 
of the town in its first essays at self-government re 
know but little. Joseph IIills was chosen its fiet 
deputy, whicli position lie filled until his remod 
to Newbury in 1665, with the exception of five 
years when ' the t o m  was not represented in the 
General Court. John Wagte was the first tom- 
clerk ; and 'Thomas Squire, William Brackenbuy, 
John Upham, John 'Nagte, and Tl~onlas G u l e  wue 
selectmen. Richard Adams was constable. 

As the desire to establish and lnaintain church 
privileges was a leading cause of the separation 
from Charlestom, so that establishment and main- 
tenauce became prominent, and tills & important 
place in the story of the earb days. Closely inter- 
woven as was the religious idea with the aecular 
life of the people, we ehnll find it coloring and in- 
fluencing all their doings, and sl~all perceive the 
history of tlie church and tliat of the town to be 
inseparable. 

Hardly had the men and women of Bfalden be- 
gun to enjoy their new privileges, before troublea 
came from the blessings for wllich they had labored. 
This d ic t ion  was brought about by the nnfortn'- 
nate settlemeut of Bfarmaduke Mattl~ewa, a clergy- 
man who, for aught that can be discovered, was r 
man of piety and ability. Certain words, which 
aavor of transcendentalism rather than of ungodli- 
ness, and give evidence of a spiritual rather tl~an of 
a material theology, which did not appeal in its 
subtle meaning to the popular inind of tliat age, 
brought upon llim the ceusum of the civil p r e r ;  
and tlie illdependent action of the church in  his 
ordination exposed it, likewise, to the wrath of 
authority. In  the proceedings which followed, 
whicli concerned both the right of individual 
tliougl~t and expression, and the independehce of 
the churches, - nilits which more than any others 
tiad been stoutly upheld in Englnnd by the Pun- 
tans, -the people of Malden shoyed a spirit of self- 
reliance and strength which proved them worth- 
champions of freedom. Though many were found i 
the cl~urcl~es and colony to uphold, in some measure, 
the Malden church, yet, practically, it stood alone 
in the contest, and aas forced by the power of the 
state to submit. The principle of state autliority 
in church government and in matters of doctriue 
was fixed beyond dispute ; and the court completed 
the work by tlie passage, in 1653, of nn act "against ' 

preacliing ttitliout approbation." Against h i s  act 
the Salem e h d  iwued a ferveut ~ ~ o I u ~ ;  



M too lab, and thenceforth, for many yean, 
il magistrate ordered the things of God. 
Matthews did not remain long in Molden, 
nnled with several of his church to England. 
-e vicar of St. John's in his native Swan- 
lac he remained ul~til the Restoration, when 
in gnve proof of his sincerity and indegnd- 
y leaving his living rather thiui to subscribe 
t y m i c a l  Act of Uniformity. He remained 
uma, where he lived by the bounty of his 
I m d  with the love of the people, and died, 
: attained a ripe old age, about the year 

ing a church of their own, and a town gov- 
~t, the p p l e  of llalden waited not long for 
r eoncomital~t of E~~glisli  populations; a~id  
n 1651 a petition was made by the select- 
id t b  constable, Richard Ahmu, for the 
Went of Thomas Skinner as keeper of an 
ry '' for tlie AccomodaEol~ of Travellers aiicl 
ike occasions." John Haathome, how- 
mivcd tlie favor of tile coui-t and the a p  
~urt'i but, Iiavii~g apparently   ti cur red the 
sure .of his neighbors for certain testimony 
; BLr.'Mattliers, tlie court afterwards licensed 
oas Skinner to keepe an ordluary tliere in 
me and' stead of John Hawthorne." Laler 
k t m l  asked a broader license for " our 
bornas SkiEer," that he might " sell Strong- 
Aad wine to Supplie the necessitys of tlie 
ud Travellers." Li 1657 tlie town was 

& an inu; aud " h Bror of the Cliurcli there 
r Abraham Hill" was allowed "to keep 
dinarie there, As Allso to draw wine for 

Accomodatillg both the cliurcl~ and 
ia" The house of Abraham Hill xas the 
mr of a line of taverns kept by the Hill 
, the last of which, venerable in years but 
its appearance, is still in existence. For 
than a century it occupied the site of the 
muse, and was kno\vn, in its palmy days, as 
g 1 Its rival, the Half-hfoon, for 
ime kept by Dauiel Newhall, and lastly by 
Kettell, stood uear by. A relic of the latter 
f the seventeenth century, it was razed many i 

of age, and who had been graduated a t  H a d  
College, at the head of his class, in 1651. H e  is' 
supposed to have preached here in 1654; but he 
supplied the pulpit nearly two years before he ac- 
cepted the call to become the teacher of ~ a l h e n  
and was ordained. Tlie custom of the New Eng- 
land churches recogized both pastors and teach- 
ers ; and, although the colIeagues of ~r . 'Wiggl-  
worth were pstors, tlie title \\.as not applied tq 
him ulitil the later years of liis ministry, axid it ii 
probable that he never assumed it. Soon after his 
ordination a sickly constitution, which Imd mani- 
fested itself while he was at college, so prevailed 
upon l~im tliat for a long period, variously supposed 
to have been from twenty-one to twenty-eight years, 
he &s unable regularly to attend his pulpit dutie~. 
Shut out from the more active affairs of his offibe, 
he turned his attention to literary labors; and his 
poems, TAe Day ?f Dootn, and Neal: out 
f i l e r ,  those " grim u t t e r au~s  of the past,"  no^ 
knom only as literary curiosities of an age of 
thought and belief now departed, attained a popti- . 
larity which we of the present, wit11 more generoG 
views of God and man, GIU hardly understand. A 
modem ariter says of liis muse : "Homely and 
coarse of speech as slie is, her voice probably sunk 
into the hearts of tlloee who listened to her rude 
melody, leaving there an impression deeper than dY 
wvhich the numbers of some of our modem hrds 
may ever produce " ; and his biographer says : 
" There arc passages in liis writings which are truly 
poetical, both in thought and expression, and wluch 
show that he was capable of attaining a higher 
psition as a poet than can now be claimed for 
him." 

111 1663, while Jlr. T\rigglesworth was absent in 
Bermuda, Rev. Benjamni Bunker was ordained as 
"Pastor 1x1 Blaltlon." As Nr. Wigilesworth's' 
colleague lie gained the Blalden teacher's love and 
esteem ; arid tlie fiiendsliip wvliich a companionslup 
of six !ears iin tlie m~nistry liad cemented w~ cele  
bratetl bp the p e t  in an elegy wwliich rebuked the 
sins of ullnldon" aliile it praised tlie departed 
writ. After the death of 3Ir. Bunker, there ib no 
rccanl of ally otlier that1 31r. \I-igglesworth having 

yo ; but its well, at wl~ich gcnrrntions of prcachecl at l1aldrn ul~til 1675, when Rev. Benja- 
d beasts have druuk, is tliat, so well ktrown, min Blncklnan begm to preach. He continued 
corner of Uaiu and Salem streets. ' liere four !ears, and then relnovc(1 to the banks of 
3 the departure of Mr. Yatthews, hl.ddm 1 the Slco River, ~vllere lie became a lnrge Ian&- 
d o minister wlio was destined to spr~ld a proprietor a~itl a prouiinel~t mau. He is s u p d  
$ with lier people. This wrns Michael Wig- 
&, who wm then about twenty-two years 

to hove dictl ill tlie vic~nity of Boston. The next 
colleague of Mr. Wigglesworth, and the third p 

: 1 
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tor of Malden, was Rev. Thomas Cheever, who be- 
gan to preach in 1680. He was a son of Ezekiel 
Cheerer, the celebrated New England schoolmas- 
ter, who had been urged years before to come to 
Malden as its h t  pastor. He had recently been 
graduated at  H a r v d  College, like Mr. W i g g b  
north, at the head of his clnss, and, after pmching 
about a jear and a half, was ordained, July 27, 
1681. In  1686 a charge was brought agaiust 
him concerning certain sclrndalous words, the clmr- 
crcter of which is not now known, but which are 
supposed to have been of a theological nature. 
,& much strife ensued that, at tlie desire of the 
charchi a council assembled which, at its final 
meeting, advised the church to gmnt Jlr. Clieever 
'#a Loving dismission," it seeming probable that 
his continualice would not "tend to y. peace of 
that place, or to J+ edification of ym cliurcli, nor 
to his own comfort." Mr. Cheever retired to a 
pleahut farm, overlooking the sea at Rumney 
Marsh, which was in the possessiou of his de- 
scendants many years. , Here he often preached 
to the sparse population gathered arouiid him ; 
and in 1715 he was settled as the first pastor of 
the church at Rumney Marsh, afterwar& Chelsea. 
Here he remained during a long pastorate of over 
thirty-four years, and died beloved and honored, 
&r having served his blaster to the last, at the 
mellow age of ninety-one years. Of the long liue 
of ministers, descendants of him alone remain in 
Malden. 

Much division and many troubles appear to have 
occurred after this time. Perhaps some embers 

. of the &e kindled in the time of Mr. Matthews 
still remained; and there are indications tlmt Mr. 
Wigglesworth wm misidered as one having no 
claim upon the t o m  a~id  church. Although a 
salary was regularly voted to Mr. Cheever, and a 
provision made for h i  wife in the event of liis 
death, yet no action is recorded for many years 
in behalf of the teacher; aiid it was not until 1604 
that a d r y  was voted to him, mid thnt he was 
given the use of the parsonage. The other clergy- 
men had resided in the " ministry-house" ; and Mr. 
Wigglesworth in the mean time lived in liis own 
house, which stood in an eastt ly direction from 
the parsonage, and the 1oc;rtic.i of which could a 
few years ngo be readily found. I t  \~-ns burned in 
1730,-while Mr. Emerson w;19 pmcliing the lnst 
sermon delivered in the old meeting-house, liaving 
ban &d by a negm who weas hung at Cambridge 
in consequence of the act. 

The paraonage, standing upon fonr acres at 
apart for that purpose in 1651, had been occupied 
by Mr. Wisglesworth in the early yearn of his 
ministry. After his death his widow continued to 
reside here a sliort time; and it nas occupied by 
the succeeding pastors, David Parsons and Joseph 
Emerson. During tlle occupancy of the latter it 
was burned, with n large p r t  of his substance. A 
new house was built, eiglit or ten rods north of 
the old site, wliich was inhabited by tlle successive 
ministers of the Erst Parish until the close of the 
pastorate of Rev. Sylvanus Cobb in 1837. In this 
house the celebrated and noble Burman missionary, 
Adoniram Judson, was born in 1788.. It is now 
in the possession of George W. Wilson, who can- 
fully clierishes i t  as an heirloom of the past to the 
present age. 

Mr. Wigglesworth preached at his first coming 
in the building in which Mr. Matthews I d  uttered 
his " inconvenient " words, and in which the church 
waa prohably origi~ially gnthered. . I t  stood on the 
southerly slope of Bailey's Hill, perhaps a little to 
the westward of Bell Rock, and near the site upon 
wliich Job Lane contrncted in 1658 to build the 
second meeting-house. Thia " Arti@cial meeting 
House," which had uot been completed ~II June, 
1660, was thirty-three feet square, and cost about 
one liuiidred a id  fifty pounds. The contlact speci- 
fied a turret in which tlie bell, which then ]lung 
in a frame on Bell Rock, was to be placed; h t  
~t probably was not built for thirty years, as a vote 
was passed in 1695 to hang the bell "one the t ~ p  
of ym meting-house." In the course of forty yean 
the congregation became straitelled in the house 
which they had built, and an addition of foprteeo 
feet was made upon the south side of tl& .building. 
The " Charlestown neighbors " contributed thirtJ 
pounds towards the cost of the addition, and re- 
ceived in return "free liberty to com jnto s4 
metinghous to heare ym word of god." Colonel 
Nicholas Paige, who, with others of Wiunisimmet 
and Rumney 3hh, appears to have attended 
divine service in Malden, gave six pounds to the 
same object. 

In 1662 Joseph Hills and other inhabitants, 
complaining that " tlie Bounds of our Town are 
Exceeding streiglit," petitioned for a tract of land 
"About fowre Miles Squnre at A place Glled 
Peiiycooke," on the Jferrimack Ever. This peti- 
tion was not granted, as the General Court had 
other views in relation to Penacook, and had re- 
served it ns a toanship for act& aettlera; and a 



p u t  of one thousand acres had just beeu made 
for the benefit of the Malden mhistry. This p t i t  

was laid out in the present t o m  of Shreisbury, 
bylston, aud Holden ; riid it was a fruitful sonrce 
of lamuits and troubles for near a century, not 
only with the towns in which the land was located, 
bat also between the precincts iuto wliich bialden 
was a f t e r a d  divided. 

In common uith all tomu of the colony, the 
people of W d e n  had early attended to the matter 
of a regular military organization ; and, at the time 
of 'the incorporation of the town, we are informed 
tbat cc tlie Band d Nrlden, being as yet a Young 
Town, r h o  have not cliosen their Officers, are led 
by Mr. Joseph Hills."- ;Tolleph Hills appears to 
have cominanded this compny until his removal 
to Kenbury about 1665, when his son-in-law, John 
Wayte, who I d  been lieutenant since 1654, suc- 
ceeded him in t b t  office. Not all the available 
mi1it.a~ f o m o f  the town was ellrolled in the foot 
company, as a portion of - the men, probably those 
-of the better class, were members of a company of 
'avalry kriown -as the Three County Troop. Tllis 
company consisted of " Troopers Belonging to the 
Townes of Malden, Redding, Rumney marsh and 
Linn,'' and & formed in 1659. Its standard of 
ctimnori daniask displayed a naked arm baring 
aloft a sword. I t  furnished its quota duririg King 
fhihpls War, and was in existence under Captain 
William Green in 1680. Of its latter history 
nothing is knowb, save that dissensions existed in 
its ranks, and i t  probably dissolved not far from 
the beginning of the last century. 

The military power of the colony, which had not 
seeh service since the Pequot War, began, abont the 
year 1667, to receive more attention, and was soon 
to be called into action. I t  was then that the fears 

concernixig Philip and his Indians," whicli were 
so terribly realized eight years later, began to be 
general. Portents were not wanting to add to tlie 
general ahrm; and, on a clear, still morning 
ctdiverse Persons in Naldon" heard in the hir tile 
soudd of. a great gun, and "the report of small 
Gum like musket shott, discharging very thick," 
m d  the flyin$ of bullets over their ]leads; " aud, 
after this, they heard drums paasillg by hem a ~ ~ t l  
going Westward." In tlle blood? war \rllicll pre- 
ceded the deaf31 of King Philip, Llle men of hlnlden 

their duty, both in service rind by ~011- 

.trib&ion of their substance. In October, 1675, 
mun tq  mtes were ordered, in consicleration 

of-" the grat and dayly growing charge of the pres- 
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ent wan. against the Indians." Of this levy the 
proportion of Malden was 2 15 101. for a aihgb 
rate; and this wns no small burden to the farmem 
of that day, whose currency often consisted only 
of the products of the soil. During the summa 
m d  fall of that year soldiers of the t o m  were in 
active semce ; several as troopers under Lieutarant 
IVilliam Hasey of Rumney Marsh, the commander 
of the Three County Troop. Early in December 
seven Maldeu men marclled with the company uh- 
der Captain Samuel Mosely for the R'arragrtllsett 
country. In the battle known as the Narragansett 
Fight, which soon followed, and where nearly.sev& 
hulldred Indime are said to have perished, thin 
company was the first ,to enter the enemy's fork; 
'and two of the nineteen men which i t  lost in slain 
and wounded were of Malden, -Edmund Chamber- 
lriu among tlie former, and James Chadwick among 
the latter. At the same time another JIalden sol- 
dier, Lieutenant Plheas Upham of Captain Isurc 
Johnson's company, received a wound from. the 
effects of which he died in a few months. During 
tlie next year Malden solhers served under seven1 , 
captains ; mid in a settlement made in August of 
tliat year the town was credited with the servias 
of twenty-nine men. This war, wliich came% a - 
close in the fall, was productive of much sdering 
in all parts of the colony, but not to so p a t  an 
extent in Bfalden as in toms nearer the frontiem. 
There are extant petitions which portray cases of 
individual Iiardships ; and fourteen families, corn- 
prisidg fiftp-two pereons, received aid in Malden 
from the Irish Clmrity, , a contribution sent from 
Ireland for the relief of those who had suffered by . 
the war. After the war the records indicate that, 
in common with the btlier t o m  of the colotiy, 
AIalden gradually gained in strength, and added to 
her intellectual aid morn1 power as well as to her 
material stature in tlie season of general recupen- 
tion into \vhich the country entered. 

I t  may be supposed tliat a scliool was.early es- 
tablisl~ed Ilere; and in 1.663 one Killiam Godden, 
nfter sundry illdividual bequests, left the residue of 
liis estate for scllooling poor cliildren of Charles- 
town and Ilalden. In 1671 a school was main- 
tained at the charge of the tom,  and Captain 
Joll~l W a ~ t e  appeared in court and declared that 
" Alaldon " was " provided uith a schoolmaster 
according to law." KO other reference to scliools 
has been fouud prior to April 1, 1691, when the 
simple entry, " Ezekiel Jenkins continuiilg to be 
tlie Tounea Scoule masterr proves that the echo01 
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b.il noticased to exist. In 1693 John $m@e 
- -. wag then master, which position he filled, at 

timea, for nearly tnenty yean. In  1703 Ezekiel 
Jenkins resumed the rod, and taught until his death 
in 1705. His gravestonti informs us that " Maul- 
denk hte School JZaster From a P i d u l l  Life is 
Ooob to Take His Best His Lord Hath Called 
Him Whome." Nathaniel mayte also taught ser- 
era1 yean, and was at times "Improued" as a 
moderator of town-meetings. The salary of the 
master in 1701 was fifteen pounds, and he was 
afterwards granted a nominal sum and the " Bene- 
fit of the Scalars." In 1703 the school was kept 
"jn watch-how," and under Ezekiel Jenkins it 
rss convened "at his one hous." Later, it ans 
hdd in homes in different.parts of the town. In  
1710 the town was presented IC for not haueing a 

. graiiiar School as  the Law directs 'I.; but, it ap- 
pearing that the inhabitants were "many of them 
nady rather than Capable of Supporting a p G a r  
School," the complnint rn dismissed '' m to a 
$mfW School," and thk selectmen were ordered 

to pmvide them selues of a good able sufficient 
- -  Schoolmaster to teach their Children to write and 
W." In consequence of this order tlie town 
M y  engaged Samuel \Vigglesworth, a sou of the 
Pet. Michael Wigglesworth, who, during llis two 
years' residence here, practised medicine and studied 
divinity in addition to his school labors. He was 
rAernards settled as the minister at Ipsnich Ham- 
let, where he died after 6fty-four years of service. 
His diary, covering the period of his residence in 
Malden, i still in existence. The first school- 
house, an edifice twenty feet long and sixteen feet 
wide, wan built in 1712; and the next year the 
torn voted to use i t  I' for a wacll hous when ther 
js an ocasion And nott To disoblige y' school jn sd 
house at aney time." After tllis there was much 
trouble in keeping the teacher's place filled by a 
suitable person, and the t o m  was several times at- 
raigned for its neglect. For nearly forty years the 
roll of masten is filled with the names of many 
persons, who in their brief seasons probably tanglit 
with varying success, until, in 1781, the shoe- 
maker, Nathaniel Jenkins, who Imd prepared for 
the situation by a year's study at the parson- 
age, assumed with hesitancy the honors of the 
school-house. This was the " 3laster JenkinsJJ 
of  yo^, who taught the youtli of Jfalclen for 
nearly a qmrter of a century, and whose vigorous ; 
methods of enforcing discipline led one who had ' 

dict ions of my ~dddhood ran d k r  fen r 
fnr between." 

In the latter years of the aweetanth een:- 
the town appears to have been fire from tlie .. 
turbing influences which bad cmbrbiled and i 
assed its inhabitants in the arly days of their L 

isteme as an independent church and municilni:. 
After the dismission of Mr. Chewer from the 
torate, and the recovery of Mr. IYisgieswo P... 
health, a period of peace ensued; and the q ~ . :  
records of the time are full of entries rhich iorli; 
a general advance in the prosperity which the-stn. 
yeomanry were -shaping out of the ai1dertl:-- 
Roads were laid out or mode more definite, c::: 
mons were surveyed and divided, church sup!.! 
were voted, and replations for the presen-nri 
and bdvancement of morals and property were cr 
s i d e d  and fired. Moreover, the people of JIaX 
were not wholly engrossed by the work rb i c l~  t: .  

found to do within their own bordem, %ut ti 
cheerfally assumed and bore their share of tlic b:.- 
den which the common weal i m p d  upon tiac. 
In  the differeuces which at that aviy day cnis-8 
with the mother couutry, they w e n  with the 1r.r 
of liberty; and the name of tbeir representnti 
Captain John Wayte, soon &r speaker of : 
house of deputies, stands on the dl of he:. 
among tho* patriots who were - d e n 0 4  b!- : 
infamous Edward Randolph it1 his "Articles ' 

high misdemeanour." Later, in 1689, t l ~  . K.. 

of MaIdetl were not unrepmenkd in the cm:- 
which, pouring from the country into the stri 
of Boston, overthrew the government of -1uG. 
and the authority of the Stuarts in New Enc~iit- 
Returning, they met in tom-meeting; -and, c. 
ing upon the charter officers, who had bee11 i. 
plaml by hndros in 1686, to resume their pox 
they promised and engaged to d assist t!. 
to the utmost of our Power with our Persons - 
estates." 

In the gloom and terror of the days of 16: 
when the delusion and insanity which reachel . 

strongest development in Salem threatened 
spread over New England, the torn, in the 1. 
sons of its inhabitants, did not wholly es.v 
Elizabeth Fosdick of Malden and Elimbett~ P.1:. 
of blvstic-Side were arrested and placed in SI~  
jail on a charge of witchcraft practised on 
bodies of those much-bewitched youngrepmbnv' 
l\lercp Lewis and 3hry  Warren of Salem Vii!:. 
Peter Tufts of Mystic-Side, who many times dt 

d e r e d  under hi to write in his old age, " The 1 ing a long life appears in tba c o d  rsoards 3-2 



uot desirable..neighbor, also complained of them 
for acts of Witchcraft by them Committed on his 
negro Woman." . Cnptain John Floyd was also 
arrested and csmmitted to prison. Fortunately 
the delusion spread no fartiler here, and the accused 
were set a t  liberty in t l ~  general jail-delivery which 
followed. 

In 1695 a division of the tom commons, con- 
sisting of abont twknty-three hundred acres, was 
made among seventy-four freeholdem. In  this 
division a large part of the present tow11 of Melrose 
became proprietary land, and many lines then laid 
down may still be recognized. 

On Suudsy monii~lg, June 10, 1705, Rev. 
Michael Wigglesworth " Finnisbed His Work and 
Eatre' hpon an Eternal Sabbatli of Rest." Of his 
characteristics as a poet I have before spoken. 
That he was offered tlie presidency of Harvard Col- 
lege evinces the esteem in which he was. held by 
his contemporaries. His sermons were marked by 
a modest, though energetic, clearness of tl~ought, 
which, joined to the natural polish of liis manners, 
made him to be respected and beloved by Ilia peo- 
ple; and his memory long remained fragrant ill 
the t o r n  and church, and outlived tlie generation 
of thorn who hnd kr~omii him. T\'itl~ia the memory 
of the liviu?; his name has bee11 a sacred one iu 
many families. As a physician he is mentioned ns 
"at tendi~~g the Sick, not only it1 his own Town, 
but also iu nll those of the Vicinity " ; and, on his 
gravestone, he is styled " Mauldells Physician For 
Soul And Body Two." 

After the death of bf r. Wig3lesworth the spirit 
of strife again revived2 At times the tolvn refused 
to raise money for the ministry, and at others failed 
to concur wit11 the church in the clioice of n pastor. 
The civil power again interfered in the ecclesiastical 
affairs of the tom; and it m s  iiot until the fall of 
1708, after nine millisters had bee11 considered as 
candidates for the pulpit of Ki_9glesaorth, that the 
town and church were able to conie to r " loving 
Agreem"' in the clioice of hir. David Parsoas. 
Even this wns not a unanilnons act ; for taelre free- 
men eutered their dissent to the " procede~is," for 
the reason that, by order of the court, ncpotiatio~~s 
had becn elitered ulmn \vitli Mr. Tliolnas Tufts, a i~d 
tire town was not "abl to mn~~ ta i~ i  t ao  init~istcrs 
at oucc." Mr. Ynrsoss, Bowever, was scttletl, and 
replninctl here ne.?rly twelve years. He ans an ec- 
centric man, of strong l)assions and a quarrclsotne 
temper; mid his Lbors' in Mnl(1e1i do ]lot aplwar 
to have been altogether -fill. His &prCurc, 

s m 1/21, mu p d e d  by a dismissal. He beuune 
the h t  minister of Leicester, whose people expressed 
their utter unwortl~ness of "so great a BlessingD'; 
but t l ~ e  fourteen years of his settlement with them 
was a period of bitter strife. IIe died in Leiester 
in 1743. The curse which went u-ith him through 
life might almost seem to have followed liim tola 
not h o n o d  grave. The mound beneath which 
he was laid to rest was long since broken by the 
plough; and tlie stone nliicli alone remains as his 
memorial is utilized as the cover of a chimney ash- 
hole. Tlie remord of Mr. Parsons was atte~lded 
by that of mall? of his younger parishioners.; and 
the names of Green, Lynde, IVnite, Netvl~all, Sar- 
p n t ,  WI$ttemore, and others of IIaldal origin 
still remain in Leicester. L 

The cliurch and town were not long in filling the 
place left vacant by Nr. Parsons. They very soon 
concurred, on tile same day, in the choice.of one 
who, like Mr. IYiggles~vortI~, was to pass with them 
a lotlg and useful life. Joseph Emersoa was born 
at Chelmsfod, April 20, 1700, and enteqd Har- 
vard College at the early age of tliirtee~i years. He 
was graduated iii 171 7, and at that time "lpgan to ' 
preach to gerienl acceptnnce." Having spent four 
years in teacliing aud preacliing nt vnrious places, 
lie was ordained at Maiden, OctDber 31, 1781.' 
Here he labored iirtnrly forty-sin years; and such 
was his rare good health and strength that, during 
tl~is long period, he was absent from liis pulpit but 
t \ v ~  Sabbaths. During his pastorate a long nud 
bitter dissension, resulting in a division, o c c u d  
in his 1)arisI~; but lie so lived that "lie was not 
repronclied by an? as being tlie cause." He died 
suddcnly in 17G7. Tlie town record thus quah~tly 
pays a tribute to his inetnory : "The Rev. Joseph 
E~nereon consort to Jlrs. Mary Emerson who. liad 
been in tile judgment of charity a faithful m i G b r  
Iierc, nrid that for the epnce of forty and five years 
Deceased in the erenilig of the 13 day of July 
1767, very soon aftcr 1ji11g tlotvn to sleep \vim was 
clic-irly and ill l~enltli hfore." 011  his gravestone 
lie is cnllcd " Iearecd, pious, aadt faitl~ful"; aud 
one who wr~tesaf lii~n sap ,  " He was just, amiable, 
kind, and bcnerolc.~~t." Tlle recod of liis life pre- 
sents 110 1)oiets of iiiterest to tlir careless observer; 
but tliose \vho lore tlic siinplc, earnest, ant1 faitllful 
lives oP t l~c  c lc rg~  of t l ~ r  colo~~ial priod s i l l  &rd 
n~ucli tlint will rcl'rcsli t l ~ e ~ n  therein. Like tho tnost 
of l~is  contemlmnrie:, he was srro~igly attached to 
the doctrines of C;tlvi~~, \v11di  he ~natle to l~oltl no 
secotldnry l)lacc: i r  his senno~w. He looked upon 
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piety in practice as' the only sure fou~ldation of a 
happy life ; and he made the Ribh his daily com- 
panion, that he might gain wisdom at the fountain- 
head of truth. He never entered upon a5i rs  of 
imgrtance without seeking the blessiog and im- 
ploring the guidance of God. V e  are told that at 
the tender age of eivlit y a m  he c o n d u c ~  Eamily 
uo)ship in tbe absence of his father, " to the aston- 
ishment of those who attended on the exercises of 
the family " ; and that through his life "at stated 
timed he every day addressed l~imself to Heaven." 
'c8uch KIU his humility," writes his biographer, 
"that when unguarded words fell from 1Js lips, 
he would ask forgiveness of his children and ser- 
rmb." His son, the Rev. Joseph Emerson of 
Pqperell, thus emphatically describes his charac- 
ter: '<He was a Boanergw, a son of thunder, to 
the workers of iniquity ; a Bamba,~, a son of con- 
mlrtion, to the mourners in Zion." 

Aa hde been intimated, the course of church 
aibim during the settlement of Mr. Emerson was 
not such as would induce great spiritual peace. 
Prom the incorporation of the t o m  " our Charles- 
torn neighbors," or those \vho dwelt at IKysiic- 
S i i  within the lim'its of Charlestown, had enjoyed 
ohmli  privileges with the inhabitants of Malden. 
Aa members of- the church they were entitled to 
vote in its ah i rs ;  but as inhabitants of Charles- 
torn they had 110 voice in the complementary trans- 
&m of the town. I t  may be readily seen ho~v, 
under these conditions, a town-meeting, although 
nearly, if not entirely, composed of church-mem- 
h a ,  miglit refuse, as often happened, to concur 
with the church of wliich they were a prt. Be- 
fore the ordination of Mr. Ememon steps had been 
taken for the annexation of Mystic-Side; but, in 
consequence of the opposition of Cbarlestom, and 
perhaps for other reasons, it was not co~lsummated 
until the sprixig of 1726, alien tlie Geueral Court 
pwsed the necessary act in auswer to the petition 
of Joees Buck~mm, Jncob Wilson, aiid Jo~mthri  
Berret. This act ceded to 3faldeu all tlie territory 
of Charlestorn on the northerly side of Mystic 
Ever  and the enstedy side of North River, except 
a small strip of land at Peony Ferry which still 
forms a part of Cllarlestown. This tract com- 
prised about one half of the present towu of 
Everett, and thirty-four years later it was in- 
habited by tl~irty families. 

It was not long before the secthis came into 
oodict. The meeting-house near Bell Rock had 
become too -11 for the towu, nud it wns pro- 
- 

posed in l7%7 to build a new om. Wo locations 
were considered, one upon the tom land near the 
old housa, and the other upon a knoll in the par- 
sonage orchard. These were soon abn~~doned, and 
the town voted to build " betweed Lewis'~ Bridge 
and the Pound on the west side of the Country 
Boad." I t  was afterwards found tlmt "the South- 
erly Inhabitants were Something- u a w y  " a b u t  
the maw and " they &id if they Godd have a 
Committee of wise, indifferent men to determine 
the matter they Should be intirely easy." -The 
other inhabitants, iu a coilciliatory spirit, "not- 
withstanding the former vote, readily consented?' ; 
and, at a town-meeting held November 17, 1727, 
a committee waa chosen, which was composed of 
five emiuent men of the colony, to whom the three 
localities mentioned were submitted for their de- 
cision. The committee reported in favor of the 
location near Lewis'a Bridge ; but their report fell 
into the hands of those of the selectmen who were 
of the south side, who refused to put it upon the 
record. At this point the General Court inter- 
posed, and ordered the record to be made and to 
become obligatory up011 the town, in accordance 
Pritli the vote by which it had constituted the com- 
mittee. This was not a settlement favored by the 
southern selectmen, wlio at once called a torn- 
meeting, which the other side " thought to be a 
manifest Coutempt of Authority "; and to the ilum- 
ber of hearly seventy they "elitered their Dissents." 
The nleeting was held, however, and the men of 
the soutli decided against the recordiug of the re- 
port. The factious party appear to have had their 
o m  way for a while ; and nothing more was done 
about the new house for more than a pear and a 
half, when the General Court passed an order that 
the house ehould be placed ou the location most 
favored by tile people of the northern section, be- 
tween Lewis's Bridge and the pound, on tlle site' 
now occupied by the church of the First P a d l .  
The land for this purpose u w  given by William 
Sprague, and was a portion of tlut which had been 
known as t l i ~  "clay-pits," in reference to which a 
fine was laid in 1699 to "puiish transgressors y' 
shall intreiich on yo highways ju diging of clay." 
Bricks were made near by many years after; and 
the Frog Pond, well remembered by Malden boys 
who are on tlie writer's side of forty, was r llelic 
of the clay-digging days. The frame of the new 
meeting-house was raised, no doubt with libend 
compotations, August 28, 1729. A rude p a d -  
plan of the house was made some yean ago by - 



who had h o r n  it in its latter years. It was un- 
painted, both inside and outside. The pulpit stood 
o n  the north side, opposite the great south door, 
which was the principal entrance. Another door- 
way, on the easterly side, gave additional facilities 
for ingress and egress. I n  two corners stairways 
gave access to the gallery; and the description 
quaintly ad& "The east stair was for women and 
the west stair for men, and tliey could not get 
together in the gallery without getting over the 
railing." 

. While the newly admitted inhabitants of the 
sontbern portion of the town were striviug with 
their neighbors of the elder section, several fami- 
liq of the north end presented their complaiuts. 
The mt distance at which they lay prevented 
attepdance upon the ministry, except in tlie filiest 
weather; aud many of t l ~ m  preferred the nearer 
r ap  to Reading. Seven of them were members of 
the Beading church as early as 1720. They peti- 
tioned to be set off in 1726, but for some reasoil 
their application was not successful. A proposi- 
tion to erect two cliurclles i Jlalden appears to 
lmve been made about this time; but a uegative 
vote of the town caused tlie petitioii to be renewed 
in 1729 ; and ten families, aud "some of the 
wealthiest," with their fame, were annexed to 
Raujillg with the fite cousent of the tom. The 
seotion thus lost shortelled tlie town about a mile, 
and. is now knom as Greenwood. The peculiar 
con6guration of the southern portion of Wakefieltl 
clearly sli~ws the extent of territory which the old 
w a n  of Beading then gaiiled. 

Tlie new meeting-liouse was nearly a year in 
building. On its completion, a town-meeting was 
held, aud "there was a umimous Vote to meet 
therein to carry on the Worship of God for the fu- 
ture." To this the inhabitants of both sections, 
joining freely in the vote, as-sented. I t  \\.as claimed 
that the liouse was war tlie centre of the town and 
much more couveuient for the soutliern than for 
the uortlmu people, "both by Reason of the near- 
ness of tlie Uouse aud G ~ d n e s s  of tile Roads.'' 
Although the people of tlie soutlieru di~trict liad 
taken a piut in tlic passaye ,of tile vote just mes- 
tioned, their pacification 1\39 far from being rcxal. 
The first eennon in tlie tiew liouse \\.as pm&ed 
by Mr. Emerson, August 16, 1730; and, four 
Sabbatly later, the malccontents held a service 
by themselves. After this their m e e t i i i ~ ~  were 
frequent; and some attempts to maintain stated 
preaching appear to h v e  beeu made, altliough nQ 

regular place of worship may have been provided, 
and an organization was not effected for several 
years. 

IVhile tlie people of the south district absented 
tliemselves from the town's meeting-house, they 
continued, as tliey were legally bound, to contribute 
to tlie support of bLr. Emerson, and to this matter 
of fancied injustice they often alluded, with em- 
phasis, in tlieir frequent petitions for a separation. 
At length, in 1733, they petitioned to be made 
" a distiiict To~vnsliip or Precinct," with Pember- 
ton's Brook as its ~lortliern b&nd. Tliis was ask- 
ing a liberal division, as the new meeting-house, to 
whicli thirty families, living within the bounds of 
the proposed new town, still resorted, was u%hin 
tliirty rods, and was tlie first building nortB'9f 
Lewis's Bridge. Tlie town opposed a division, aa, 
being a measure whicli would " necessarily. tend to 
tlie impoverishilig the Town and bring them into 
the utmost Difficulty, Confusion, a d  laying Such 
Burdens as will be grievous to us and our Pos- 
terity." Tlie petitioii was unsuccessful; but, the 
uent year, the eeceders took another step for- 
ward, and a coulicil of neighboring churches cm- 
bodied what was for fifty-eight years known as the 
Ualdee South Church ; and a meeting-house was 
eoon after raised upon land given by Joilrjhan Sar- 
geant for thnt, purpose. Tliis location was upon 
the height since known as Nelson's Hill, near the 
celitre of the farln which had descend'ed from Wil- 
liam Sargeiint, who first "broke the seals '.I to tlie 
infalit church of JIalden; and it was reached by a 
nay twenty-six feet wide ~tliich led flvm tlie high- 
way. Tlie meeting-house was never fully. com- 
pleted, and it is said to have been in a very 
dilapidated conditiou ill 1757. The members of 
tlie new churcli afterwards complallied that, liaviltg 
borne tlieir part " at great Cost in Erecting a h e  
substalitial meeting-house" for the other part of 
the town, and liavirig "waded thro' so great a 
Clinr~e," they were " oblidged to Erect n nother." 
-1 secoud petition for sepntion representillg that 
tliey had " been at the charge of building a; meet- 
i~ig-House for tlie publick \romliip of God and for 
Several Years past mailitnitled a Gospel Millister 
alnorigst them for tllc Comfort and Conrenienq of. 
tlieln arid tlieir Families," was made in April, 1795 ; 
but it met tlie fate of the former. 

Rev. Joseph Stimpsoii of Chrrlestown was or- 
daiued ns the first pastor of tlie South Church, Sep 
tenlber 24, 1735; and nn u~~successful attempt 

1 was made to have the town assume the payment of 
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the &a of both ministers. A season of quiet 
ensued for a few months until December, 1737, 
when the petition for separation was renewed by 
my-three idividuals; nnd their persistence was 
nwarded by the division of thc touii into two pre- 
cincts ' I  for the Promotion of Religion and tlie 
P m  of the Town." By the 'act of separation 
eigbt persons with their estates, some of which 
were near the centre of the new parish, were 
allowed to continue with the North Precinct. The 
ministry-lnncls were to be equally divided, eicept 
that Mr. Emerson was to have the use of the par- 
sonage-house and ground during his continuance 
in the ministry iu Nnlden. 

The history of the South Church, so far as 
known, shows no prolonged season of prosperity. 
Fmluent quarrels with the North Parish in relation 
to the miuistry-lands, and repeated efforts to pre- 
vent -fie secession of its members to the sister 
chmh,  make up the staple of its substance. Mr. 
8timpon contiilued its minister a few years, and 
w dismissed in 1744; but he remaiued an in- 
bsbita~lt of the precinct, and resided there iu 1752. 
The church had no settled pastor until 1747, when 
Bev. h u  Clearrekrud,who h d  been settled at Had- 
dam, Conu., was called to the vacant pulpit, which 
had been offered to otliers. As an encouragement 
to Mr. Cleaveland to remove, the precinct voted to 
purchase a parsonage for his use, the cost of which 
wa9 adw8ud by Benjamiu Hills, a leading member 
of the parish, who became disatisfied a few years 
later, aud was set off, with others, to tlie North 
Precinct. Mr. Cleaveland wns iustalled in June, 
1747. He was a uative of Cambridge, and a grad- 
uate of Harvad College, aud is said to have been 
" a prodigy of physical strength nnd nglity." He 
remained in JInlden but three years, mid removed 
to H&+, N. S., where he became nn Episcopa- 
l h .  Hp died in 1754, in Philadelphia, in the 
house of his fned ,  Benjamin Franklin, who c' hon- 
ored and praised him." 

Soon after the departure of Ur. Cleavelaud the 
church and precinct called Rev. Elhliim Willis, 
who was a native of Ihrtmouth, and had been 
graduated at H a r v d  College i 1735, in the same 
clau PI his predecessor. There mas much opposi- 
tion to liis settlemeut, "on account of their j u -  
bility to support liim and the Prospect of the two 
Parishes being uaitetl agaiu if liis Settlement [be] 
defend.!' About the snme time the North Parish 
unauimously voted t h t  " the north meeting house 
mita be yulM dowu d Set uy at the old spot 

which was the cans of the south drawing of pro-. 
vided tlic Soutli would Joyn with 'them to Carring 
on the worsllip of god with them there "; but " the 
South did Ilefuse Compl~ing with So good a pro- 
posal "; and Blr. Willis was ordained, probably in 
the summer of 1752. Fifteen persons, " many of 
whoa estates were as large as any in the Pafish,'' 
addressed tlie o h i a i n g  council, " signifying their 
Disapprdbation." Mr. \\'illis, though nn able man, 
beloved by his parishioilers and respected by the 
whole town, wns uiiable to stay the douiiward course 
of the affairs af his precinct. hi 1757 i t  was r e p  
resented that they "find by long Experience that 
they are not able to support tlie Gospel among 
them and are p t l y  in arrears to their minister,". 
aud that they were " p t l y  impoverislied by s u p  
porting n miiiister among them, a i~d  by contending' 
with the north Parish"; and twelve persons of 
cotwiderable estates petitioned to be mtbred to the 
old church. Some light is thrown u p  the inter- 
tial condition of the precinct by the report made 
by a committee to the General Court, which de- 
clared that this petition was "a Design to -break 
up ye South Parish." Though the petition was 
refused and the makcontents forced to remain, for 
a time at least, with the South Church, mntten 
grew no better, but steadily terided downward ; and 
tlie course of a few years witnessed an altndst total 
loss of interest alid an imbility to raise tlle means' 
wherewith to meet tlie experlses of public wonhip. 
The salary of Mr. W i l b  was unpaid, and the par- 
sonage estate was relinquished to him in settlement. 
Mr. Willis thereafter, during the existence of the 
South Precinct, depended up011 his lnbor as a farm- 
er for a livelihood, preaching upon the Sabbath 
for the scanty contributions whicli his people and 
strangers might make. 

A geueration was now coming into the world 
which was destiued to 'achieve the independence 
of the colonies and to found a p t  empire; and in 
the military movements which now began to enlist 
the patriotism of the men of thnt b y  the inhabi- 
h t a  of llnlden prepared to take a prt .  Since 
the days of King Philip tliey llnd almys borne their 
share in the various expeditious whicli were seut 
forth. Malden troopers, utider Captain William 
Green, whilom of the Three County Troop, marched 
on an expedition against the Itidinns iu 1605 ; and 
Edmund Chnmberlnin, a son of tliot Echnund 
Chatnberlain wlio fell at the Xarmgnsctt Fight, 
who was born after his father was slain, died from 
disease oontracted in t b  expedition to Port Bop1 



in 1710. . Abeat the same time James Hovey 
rrs a prisoner in the hands of the French and 
Indians in Canada. Later nine young men from 
3lalden laid down their lives in the performance 
of thii duty in the celebnted siege of Louisburg, 
in 1145. 

In the' successive campaigns of tlie French war, 
which began in 1755 and extended over a period 
of nearly eight yean, the men of BIalden took nn 
active part, although no full company was recruited 
her& Lieutenant Simon Wade wns wounded in 
the futile e x e t i o n  against Crow11 Point, and was 
kaed at the capitulation of Fort IViIliam . Henry, 
in 17,57, when the savages of 3iortmlm's army, 
in the presence of their Freilch allies, illhumanly 
massacred the greater part of tlie unfortunate gar- 
rison. In a company commanded by Dr. Ebenezer 
Narrow sf hledford, in 1758, \rere Lieutenants 
Slmuel Burditt arid Darius Green, with thirty-one 
aon-commiwbied o5cers and privates of llnlden. 
This company was sent to the westward with the 
forces under Gknernl Abercmmbie, and participated 
in the unsuccessful and bloody attempt upoil Ticon- 
d e w ,  in which the colonial troops experienced E 

heavy loss and were afterwards much r e d u d  by 
sicknms. The Naldcn Inen who died in this cam- 
paign were James Whitterhore, John Burditt, Jr., 
Ezekiel Floyd, Joseph Jenkins, and N;~tl~aniel 
Wayte. I n  a conipany in service in 1768, com- 
manded by Captain Moses Hart of Lynn, were 
eleven men of f i l den  ; end individuals were 
scattered in various regiments during the war. 
This war was the nursery of the army of the Rev- 
olution ; and there seems to have been a growing 
foudness for military life, at this time, among all 
c4sses. The enrolled militia of lfalde~i in 1758 
was one hundred and thirty-four men, under tlie 
command of Captain John Dexter. In 1765 its 
officen were Captain Ezra Green, Lieutena~it Jabez 
L~nde ,  and Ensign Thomas Hills. 

Aa we tread the thresl~old of tlie Revolution it 
mq-i not be unprofitable to inquire into'the shte  
of the town as i t  apl~roaclied the close of the 
colonial period. Materials to satisfy such an in- 
quiry, though scattered, are happily not insuffi- 
cient for our purpose. In  common wit11 t l~c  great 
body of the people of hiaswcliowtts Bay, the in- 
habitants of IUalden were alive to tlre great dan- 
gers of tlie time. They were heartily in synlntliy 
uith the cause of liberty, and evinced their radi- 
ness to act in its. defence. Their actiou at a later 
period we slull consider in its place. The inhabi- 

tants of the. town, in 1765, were divided into one 
hundred and seventy-four families, inhabiting .one 
hundred aiid forty-four houses. Of the aggregate 
number of nine hu~idred ,and eighty-three, forty- 
eight were negroes and four 1 1 u n M  and six- 
were under sisteen years of age. During the next 
eleven gears tlie population increased to one thou- 
sand and th i r t~ .  Iii 1767 sel-en work-ho-tar 
shops are mentioned ; and £ 314 was the value of 
the " Trnding Stock " of the community. Of mon- 
ey at interest t 1,169 68. 8d.  appears; and the 
live stock of the farmers consisted of eighty-four 
horses, one hundred oxen, and four hui~dred and 
eighty-six cows, besides sheep and a few swine. 
Tlie taxable products of the land were fifty-eight 
h u i i d d  and thirty-nine busliels of grai11 and six 
linndred nlid fifty-two barrels of " Cjder,'? ~ 4 t h  - 
one thousand and fifty-t\ro tons of 1~13; of *hich 
but two huarlred aild tliirty-four tons Irere of Eng- 
lish grass, the salt nlnrshes tliel~, and in earlier 
years, fur~iisliing a large prolmrtio~i of the hay ob- 
tained. By these fipres tlie sparseness of the 
population of tlie territory now coven4 by the 
towns of hlalden, Nelrose, aiid Everett may be 
understood. The simplicity of their condition may 
appear in tlie fact that, eigl~t rears before, one 
chaise and fourteen clirirs were the wheel cafiiages 
sufficient for tlie wants of this community: Trav- 
elli~ig was performed ulmn foot and on horseback ;' - 
arid a few ymrs earlier the purchase of a '{shg" 
was.the plentiful source of spiritual disquiet in the 
soul of Mr. Emenoil. 

Slavery existed in a mild and patriatchal form; 
butit~msstillarealslaveryrhereinliumanbeingr . 
had it money value and were sold like cattle or the - 
ground oh which they' trod. Thc names of a few 
of these servitors have come doin1 to us ; -but the 
names of llrnll~na Bucknam aiid Cato Lyide, of 
Pl~jllis I\'illis and Violet IIills, belong to a day and 
a col~dition sl~icli have pssecl a=>*: Tlie cornpa*' 
ntirc value of l~u~nnn flesh in hlalden may be known 
by tlie inventory of Dencon John Pntt ,  rhich'was 
made in 1742, when all " oald negroman" and a 
con- sere valued alike at E 10 each. The itiven- 
tory of the estate of Ezrn Green, mnde in 1788, 
valued "a Negro man siaincrl J~ferre  " at t 30, 
while the more joutliful "Segro Boy Named 
Simon " was invoiced at E 33. -4 " Regm Gar1 
Named Vilot," increased the inventorj only by 
tlie amount of 8 10 138.4d. Seven1 individuals 
who h d  been slaves remained in 3Ialden dt11i11 
the last fifty y w  tlie last ofwhom was Simbn 
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Knights, who, with Itis worthy md  industrioua 
- wife, is we11 remembeml by many. He had been 

a slave of Bernard Gma ,  and was a sincere nild 
consistent Christian and a member of the Baptist 
Chathh.' He lived milay years in a small house, 
as black as himself, w11icl1 stood in Haskin's Jane, 
not far from the site of tlie Unitarian Chapel, and 
died in July, 18-47. His funeral sewice, which 
nas held in the Baptist Church, was attended 
by the toms-people as that of a neighbor and 
friend. ' 

At the death of Mr. Emerson, in 1767, tlie North 
Precinct and churcli again entered upon a season 
of djscord upon the question of the ininistry; and 
it WIIS three years before one was found worthy to 
wear the mantle of 7Vigglesrorth and Emerson. 
This was a young man who had recently been 
graduated at Harvard College, .and who, at the 
early oge of eighteen years, was ordained by t h  
Malden cliurch. Peter Thacl~er came of n race of 
ministers who had upheld the faith of the churches 
both in England and America. So uncommon was 
his gravity, and such his fol~dness for books of 
piety and religious convenation, that it was said 
of him that he had never bee11 a child. Thoush 
plain of speech and manners, even to rougliness, 
in his daily life, yet, in the pulpit, a melodious 
roia and fervent speech, joined with a rich glow 
of b e y ,  held the attention of t.he cultivated and 
wan the applause of the multitude. The celebrated 
Whitefield esteemed him as the ablest ~ m c h e r  in 
America, and looked upon 11im.a~ one born for the 
defence of New England Orthodoxy. Nor was he 
backward in the patriotic endeavors of the day, 
but p l d  l~imself at once ia the front rank of 
those who in tlie pulpit nnd by the pen e v e  d im-  
tion and strength to the growit~g spirit of liberty. 
' His mind and energy gave form to the feelings of 
the tom in several plwrs of note for their deep 
and earnest patriotism and their fearlessn-8 of 
uttera~~ce. In aa address voted by the town to 
the inhabitants of Bodotr in 1773 lie \!-rote : cc >fay 
the great Over-ruler and Disposer of nll events, so 
direct and s u c d  your wise er~deavon, as that the 
yoke of tyranriy may be entirely broken, atid New 
Engbiid yet enjoy her invalunble privileges invio- 
late to the latest gnerntioas." h t  a meeting held 
September 523,1774, the town adopted instructions 
to their representative, Captnin Ebenezer Hnmden, 
h which they proclaimed " our firm, our deliberate 
resolution, rather to risque our lives and fortunes 
than to submit to these unrighteous ads of the 
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British Parliament rbich pwtend to rejpIate the 
government of this povince"; and they closed 
with a sentence wl~icb is full of the spirit of free- 
men who dare to be fire : " We are determined in 
the strength of our God, tliat we will, in spite of 
opeit force and p r i d e  tmliery,  live and die as 
becomes the d e s c e h t s  of such ancestors as ours, 
who sacrificed their dl, that they and theit pos- 
terity migl~t be free.'' 

While the tongue d pen of the minister bore 
testimony to the patriotism of liis people, the men 
of Malden were not backward in more active ex- 
pressior~l of their ddtnnination. The militia be- 
came the subject of town ordinances, and frequent 
drills were ordered. The regulnr company of mili- 
tia, under Captain Benjamin Ulaney, mu placed 
upon the alann-list as minute-men, being about 
one-quarter of the enrolled militia, ns  prescribed 
by an order of the Provincial Congress. On the 
alarm of April 19, 1775, they marched for the 
scene of conflict with seventy-five men, bearing 
doubtless arms that bad seen e e ~ c e  at  Ticonde- 
roga and Cape Bceh, and the bayonets which 
Captain John Dexter purchased in 1758. They 
were under orders to report at Watertom; but, 
on the way, they were intercepted by a general 
officer, who ordered them to proceed towards h r -  
ington. At West h b r i d g e  they came upon a 
provision tmin, which h d  followed the detachment 
General Gage had sent out under Lord Percy for 
the relief of Colonel Smith, a d  by. the aid of 
others it was captured. Dr. Gordon states that 
this exploit was performed under the leadership 
of Rev. Phillips Payson of Chelsea; but the testi- 
mony of Bernard Green, who mu present, gave the 
honor to the Malden c o m p y .  I t  is uot improb- 
able that a gathering of the country-people had 
followed in the p u d t ,  and that Mr. Payson 
among them atid took a part in the affair. The 
Chelsea company that day W ~ S  commanded by 
Captain Samuel Sprague. The Malden company 
joined. in the pursuit and followed the enemy to 
Charlestom. As tky passed over Winter Hill 
they saw a portion of the Essex regiment'coming 
through Medford. This regiment, in less than six 
hours, had marched from Salem, a distancc of 
twenty miles. Another portion arrived later and 
passed the night at Malden. It was early eveo- 
ing when Captain Blnney reached the vicinity of 
Charlegtown Neck, and his men saw the m- 
guard of the British on the western slope of Bun- 
ker Hill. 
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~ n r i s ~  the afternoon and evening of the dny 
my ilhbitants of Chrlesto~rn fled for snfety 

Penny Ferry, and they remnined in hIalden 
duing the siege. Such as were able to do mili- 

I 
bq duty were obliged to join the militia of tlie 

for its defence. Two days after the h t t le  
field-pi- were ordered to be removed 

Itom Kerburj-port and placed in t l~e  hands of Cap 
tain Johu Dexter of Jtlden for co~whnent .  Tliis 
was for the double purpose of  lacing them out of 
the rach of the enemy upon the sea-coast and 
bringillg them near Boston, wliicl~ the militia of 
the country was now gndunlly placing in a state 

' of siege. About the same time the i~iliabitants of 
I Wen and C h e l a  rere 6' absolutely forbidden to 

bre upon, or otherwise injure, any seamen belong- 
ing to the navy under tlie command of Admiral 
Graves, unless fired upon by them." This injunc- 
tiw was soon a?tlidm\rn, and they were directed 
"to put themklves in the best state of defence, 
and exert the same in such maruier qs under tlieir 
circumstances their judgments n~ay direct "; and 
two companies, under Captain Benjamin Blaney of 
Maiden and Captain Samuel Sprague of CJ~elsea, 
were odered to be raised " for tlie defence of the 
Sea C a s t  of those Towns." These companies par- 
ticipated in the affair at Noddle's Island, JIay 27 
and 28, a\\en tlie live-stock of the islalid was 
drivel,,,&, alld the Americans captured from the 
e w w  who opposed them twelve swivels and four 
small cannon. miis has been called tlie battle of 
Noddle's Island, and it contributed not a little to 
pmpre the way for the attempt to fortify mid hold 
the lieigllts of Charlestown. 

Besides the company of Captain Blaney qnother 
compan? I~ad been formed in Maiden, under the 
commaid of Captain Xaler Hatch. Tlris company 
was attaclled to the regiment of Colonel Tl~omas 
Gardner; aud, on the ever-memorable June 17, it 
was stationed at Sweetser's or Beacham's Point, 
in the southern part of tlie town. From tliis spot 
the wjiole eventful scene of battle was in view, and 
the advance and retreat of tlie contending forccs, 
and all tlie details of the conflict were disceniiblc. 
There Peter Thclier saw the events, a statement of 
d ~ i c l i  he afterwards prepared, at t l~e request of the . 
Committee of Safety, for transrnissio~~ to Enphid i 

along the old Salem road to Black Ann's Corner 
and tlie secl~ded nooks of Scadan. From the 
favoring crest of IVayte's Mount many of the in- 
habitants of tlie llortliern and central parts of the 
town witnessed the distant battle. A num&r of 
wounded Inen were brought to the tavern of Dr. 
Jonathan Porter. This old house, unpainted and 
weather-worn, stood upon Salem Street, about a 
tliinl of a mile from Main Street, and was demol- 
ished in 1844. 

After the battle the soutl~ern portibn of the 
town was embraced witliin the American lines, 
\vhicli extended from Chelsea to Dorchester, an4 
earthworks were thrown up at Beacham's Point 
and near the present junction of Main and &ow 
streets. Some traces of the latter were visit& a 
few years since. The defence of these slight works 
was assigned to the company of Captain Hatch. 
Tliis force not being adequate to a proper guardduty 
upon the river, the northern shore of whicb was 
open to incursions from Cliarlesfo~m, a small com- 
pany, under Captain Eleazer Lindsey, from Etsacx 
County, was afterwards stationed at Penny Ferry. 
S u ~ i d a ~  noon, August 6, a party of regulars landed 
at the ferry, burned a liouse near b ~ ,  and caused a 
general alarm along the American lines. Captain 
Lindsey "fled with his compny and got before 
tlie women and children in his fliglitJ'; but a field- 
piece well served at Ten-Hill Fam, up the river, 
caused the enemy to retire, and Captain Lindsey 
and his men returned to their station. They  re^ 
covered from this Bull-Run aflair, however; and 
a few days later they drove two barges down the 
river by the service of tlieir musketry. The dam- 
age to property in lfalden during t b  investment 
of Boston was estimated at f '262 131. 4d.; the 
greater pnrt of wliich was probablj in the more ex- 
posed portion along tlie hlystic River. 

I n  tlie spring of 1776 the subject of independ- 
ence became prominent in the minds of the peo- . 
ple; and tlie inhobihats of Jlaldeu espreseed their 
wishes in a spirited document, written by Mr. 
Tliacher, in \vhic11, after r ep l l i~~g  tlie time "when 
we loved tlie King and the People of Great Britain 
wit11 nn affection truly filial," they declared t h t  "It 
is now the ardent wish of ourselrcs, that America 
map become Free nnd Independent States "; and 

and for. the information of posterity. Wliile the / they instructed tlieir repre~entative, Ezra SargeantJ 
battle m s  in propss,  and after~rard, tlie few in- to give the Continental Congress "the stronget as- 
hab ik t s  of the poatl~ern portion of the town re- i surance that if they should drclare America to be s 
move$ *r families arid effects to less exposed lo: Free and Independent Republic, your constitI;entr 
cations, - some going as far as b d i n g  nnil otl~ers will support aid defend tlie measure to the Last 
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DRIP of their B l d  and the Last Farthing of theif 
- . 'Iream?." I 

' 

. The removal of the army from around Boston 
d e d  the scenes of strife from this vicinity; but 
Maldai still bore her pnrt in the conflict. Many 
nien were scattered in various parts of the senice 
.until the peace. In the summer of 1776 twenty- 
nine Inen were sent as the town's quota of the 
levy ordered for the ~.eiuforcement of Washington, 
who aita threatening the enemy in Kea  York. In 
September nine men were drafted ; and, with Ser- 
geant Bernard Green and Corporal Timothy Tufts 
at their head, they marched with Captain John 
~ a l t n n '  of Cambridge to the American camp at 
H o b  Neck, and were at the battle of White Plains, 
October 28. Sergeant Green became one of the 
most influtntial men of the town, and died in 1834, 
at the age of eighty-two years. After the defeat 
rt White Plains, Washington passed into New 
(Jersey, where the victories of Trenton and Prince- 
tan aroused the flagging hopes of the American 
people. A company of eighty-eight men, of whom 
n h e  privates were of Malden, was drafted from the 
iimt regiment of hiiddlesex militia, and marched 
ander Captain Benjamin Blaney, in December, to 
join the army. 

The next year +nother call for soldiers was 
made, apd the town responded with thirty men, who 
enlisted for three years ; and she furnished her pro- 
portion of men for sellrice in Rhode Island, which 
ras then threatened by a British force. At the head 
of the quota of 1779 stands the name of Pomp 
Migns. Old residents of Malden will remember 
b* as the aged negro inmate of the almshouse, 
who on Independence days indulged in reminiscen- 
as of his campaignix~g life by donning his ragged 
ind faded regimentals and shouti~~g " Cambridge ! " 
Under a demand for four thousand men from Mas- 
aachusetts in the fall of 1780, BIalden promptly 
furnished her quota of thirteen men ; and the next 
year aeven men are enumerated rlio enlisted for 
the mu. Substitutes were often furnished b j  men 
liable to be drafted. In  one case, in 1731, the 
sum of "Twelve Pounds Solid Coin " was paid for 
a substitute for three years; and in 1782 the sum 
d sixty pounds was paid for the same service. 

Among the militia-men who marched with C a p  
bin Blaney on the day of the battle of Lexington 
ras Daniel Waters, a master-mnriner, who resided 
in the southeasterly portion of the town, where 
Wated s p r i ~ ~ g  still preserve his memory and re- 
fiedm tb thirsty tmveller. He then performed 
L 

his only arvice upon the Lnd. Immediately 
upon the investment of Boston lie was appointed 
by Wasliington to the command of a gun-boat 
doing gnard-uiuty in Clmrles River; and in Jan- 
uary, 1776, he was promoted to the schooner Lee. 
The name of this little vessel, of eight six-pounders 
n~id fifty men, fills an i~nportant place in the his- 
tory of the American navy; for under the noted 
Captain John Manl~,  in tlie preceding year, it *as' 

the first vessel which sailed with the authority of 
the rishg mtion, and the prizes which i t  made 
we= the first in the long list which has become 
the glory of the American flag. Captain Watera 
retained the command of the Lie nbout a year, in 
diich time he distinguished himself by bringing 
the prize ship Hope, which had been captured by 
the gallant Mugford, into Boston Harbor in the 
face of the British fleet, and by assisting in the 
capture of a number of thnsports, in one of which 
was the colonel and a portion of the British 7lst 
regiment. These cnptures, laden with supplies of 
all kinds, were of inestimable value to the continen- 
tal service. On the recommendation of Wash- 
ington, "who wrote of him in terms of high 
approbation," he was appointed by Conpps a cap 
tain in the navy of the United States, March 15, 
1777, and received orden to build a twenty-gun 
ship for his command; but, difficulties appearing, 
the matter was postponed, and he sailed with his 
friend, Captain Manly, asya volunteer, in'ttre Han- 
cock, with tlie d~ldetstanding that he should be 
given the first ship captured. He had not long to 
wait ; for, whea a few days out, Captain Manly cap 
tured the British frigate Fox, of twenty-eight gnns, 
of which Captai~i Waters, with u crew of sixty men 
from the Hancock, took command. Soon after, 
the two ship, in company with the Boston, Cap 
tain Hector hicNeil, boldly looked into the harbor 
of Halifax, where lay a British fleet under the com- 
mand of Sir George Collier. In  the action which 
followed, the Fox was captured, after a sharp re- 
sistance, by the Flora, of superior force. In this 
enpgement the Hancock was alao taken, but the 
Boston escaped. Captain bicNei1, who could per- 
haps have prevented the a~pture of the Fox, was 
afterwards dismissed from the service for his con- 
duct in the affair. Captain Waters was taken to 
Ncw York, where he was detained a prisoner until 
April, 1778, when, with Captain Mad! and others, 
he was exchanged. His return to Boston is men- 
tioned in the Boslou Gazelle of April 27, 1778. 
In March, 1779, he was in command of the United 



Stab brig General Qates, and sailed from Jiarti- 
niqne, acting as commodore, in company with Cap 
tain John Foster Iilliamns of the Massachusetts 
state brig Hazmrd. The General Gates arrived at 
Boston, April 17, with a prize brig which the con- 
sorts had taken on the voyage. 
In the summer of 1779 the state of 11assachu- 

setts fitted out an expedition to dislodge the British 
under Colonel McLean, who had taken possession 
of a point upon the Penobscot River, where they 
commenced the erection of fortifications. Tlris 
enterprise was very popular with the people, and 
a fleet of nearly forty vessels m u  brought together 
for its purpose. Tlie ship General Putnam, a p i r  
vateer of twenty guns and one liuiidred and seventy 
men, which had just arrived in tlie harbor of Bos- 
ton froin a very, suc~ssfu l  cruise, was seized by 
the state and placed under the command of Cap 
bin Waters. The fleet, \vhich was commanded by 
Commodore Dudley Saltonstall, arrived before the 
enemy's works July 25, and disembarked the lalid 
forces under General Lovell. I t  was soon found 
that success could scarcely be I~oped for, owing to 
the utter incompetency of Commodore Saltonstall, 
who failed to co-operate or agree with General 
Lovell or to heed the advice and remonstri~nces 
of his own officers. TJnder tliese circumstances, 
it was seriously proposed forcibly to depose him, 
and place. the command in tlie ]lands of a more 
competent officer. Captain T\-~ters was one of 
those spoken of in this coeuectioii, the others being 
Jolle Foster TTiiliams and Hojsted Hacker. .4 
general attack, which at one time could hardly 
lmve proved otherwise than successfu~, was de- 
ferred from day to d q  until it 1r.w too late, and 
a fleet u d e r  Sir George Collier appeared it1 tlie 
mouth of the river. The American vessels were 
destroyed by their crews or taken by the enem!, 
aud the forces straggled back to hIassachusetts 
through the wildenless, as best they might. Cap 
tain Waters drew up an accou~it of tlie espeditiou 
on his return, and the afbir became tlie subject 
of an investigation wliicli resulted in the severe 
censure of Commodore Saltonstall. 

Tile lack of public ships and tlie exigencies of 
the times compelled many naval officers, as Captain 
3lnnly and others, to take com~naiid of private 
vessels; a id  in December, 1779, Captain \\-aten 
..ailed on a cruise in tlie armed sliip Thorn, of 
eigliteen guns and one hundred and twenty men, 
belonging to Lee and Sewall of llarblebead. About 
tlie stme time the British brigs I1rjori and Sir 

William Erskine sailed from New York, offerjng. 
what the tory papers called " A Glorious Chana 
for a fortunate cruise." On Christmas morning ' 

they encountered tlie Thorn, when the Tryon hailed, 
and demanded by what right she wore the thirteen 
stars in lier pendant. Captain Waters replied,. 
" I11 let you know presently," and gave the quw 
tioner a broadside at sliort range. The Thorn 
sustained the united cannonade of the two briga 
about an hour, alien the Trjoii attempted to carry 
her by boarding, which was prevented by the 
Yankee mariners; and, in the worrls of an ey& 
witness, "the British sailors were seen runping 
about deck nit11 pikes in their backs inst+ d 
tlieir hands." The Tryon fired a few more braid- 
sides, asd struck the fmpeuts  of lier flag; w& 
the blood running out of lier scuppers gave proof 
of tlie slaugl~ter which had taken place upon her 
decks. l l ie  Erskine, seeing that her consort had 
struck, made sliift to escape. After ,a chase of 
about three llours she was overtaken, when, after 
a few shots, she surrendered. The English briga 
were of a force mucli superior to the Thorn, carry- 
ing tliirty-four guns and o!ie hundred and seventy- 
oue men. Tlie Thorn lost eigliteen men killed 
and wounded; and among the latter was Captain 
Waters, nlio received a wound hi the right knee; 
f r ~ m  the effects of which he became penpauently 
lame. After the chase tlie Tryon was descried, 
hull down, making away; and i the darkness of 
the night, aliicli was squally, she disappeared. A 
quantitj of nrecka~e being seen in tlie morning, 
it was supposed slie l i d  foundered, arrd no farther 
search \mas made for lier. It was afterwards aser- 
tained that slie reached Antigua, in a sliattered 
condition, 11 itli a remnant of her crew. A crew 
was put oil board tlie Erskine aiid she was sent to 
Boston, where slie arrivd safely. The manning 
of tlie prize left Captain Waters with only sixty 
men, 11ith nliom he proceeded up11 hip cruise. 
In Janunrj, 17b0, he fell iu with the sliip Spnrlin, 
of eiglitec~i gulls ancl seventg-five men, from Liver- 
pool for Sew 1-ork, wliich was taken after an action 
of forty minutes. Tlie nest, and probably last 
rolage of Captain TI-aters was as cominander of 
the armed ~ l i ~ p  Friendsliip of Boston, to ~rllich he 
was appointed in January, 1731. After the war 
he rctired from t l~e sea and lived upon his farm 
in Jldclea, where Ile died Jlarcli 26, 1816, at the 
age of eiglity-five years. ' 

Jonathan Oakes, who ~ r m  boni h bfalden, Oc- 
tober 4, 1751, arid \vm in commaa(1 of n vessel in 



f h  merchant service before he was twenty yeats of 
- age, deserves mention as a successful naval officef. 

In the latter part of the year 1776 he \*as captain 
of the private armed brigantine the Hnwke, of ten 
gum and eighty men. In  May of the next year 
the Hawke was taken into the service of the state, 
and aailed, with other vessels, in company with 
Captain hfanly, on the disastrous cruise which Ins 
been mentioned. Captain Oakes was more fortu- 
qate than his more powerful consorts; for, being 
separated from them, he escaped their fate and 
took several valuable prizes. The Hawke's arma- 
k t  being inc&, he continued in her until 
1779. (makiug at least three important captures in 
the year 1778), ahen he purchased an interest in 
the a d  brigantine Thomas, of which he took 
command. Errrly the next year he made a short 
ambe iq the ship Favorite, of ten guns ; cmd on his 

. r e t m  he took command of the lettersf-marqne 
Patty) of which he was an owner. In the latter 
-1, in April, 1781, he took the British brig 
Bebey, bound from New York to Lisbon. After 
the war he made several mercantile voyages, and 
in 1796 was in Paris as agent for the influential 
house of John and Richard Codman of Boston. 
He retired from the seafaring life soon after this, 
and became prominent in t o m  affairs. He was 
chosen representative to the General Court twelve 
times. Tlus service, though not unbroken, is un- 
paralleled in the history of the town by ariy other, 
except that of Captain John Wayte, who represented 
the town during an uninterrupted term of eighteen 
yean, cmwned at its close by the office of Speaker 
of the House. Captain Oakes died August 16, 
1818, at the age of sixty-seven years. 

Dr. John Sprague, who acted as surgeollJs mate 
in Bridge's regiment in the early part of the war, 
entered the mval service as a surgeon, in which 
capacity he wns taken prisoner in 1777, hi the 
echooner Active, Captain Andren-s Gardner, one 
of the ill-fated fleet of Captain Manly. He was 
*hanged about the same time ns Captain Waters, 
a i d  became surgeon on bond the state sloop Win- 
throp, where he remained until the close of the 
war. He practised medicine in llalden until his 
death in 1803, and is remembered as n man of 
ready, but rough wit, of whom many stories are yet 
told by tlie old inhabitants. 

Dr. Ezra Green, who was gndunted at Hnrvnrd 
allege in the class of 1765, was a son of Ezra 
Green) and was, at the opening of the war, settled 
at Dover, Xew Hamplrire, in tlie practice of his 

IL 

profession. During the siege of Boston he rrrs 
attached to Reed's New Hampshire regiment lu sar- 
p n ;  and, after the etacuntion, he went Kith the 
army to New York, and thence to Ticonderoga and 
Canada. iiftcr the re tmt  of t l ~  nottl~ern army 
he returned to Doeer, and iii October, 1777, wns 
appointed surgeon of tllc ship Ranger, which was 
commanded by the aftemrds celebrated Paul 
Jones. I t  was daring the cruise which followed 
that Jones carried terror and alarm dong the 
British coasts, and made his famous descent upon 
Whitehaven and hia more famous call upon the 
Countess of Selkirk. Dr. Green ma attached to 
the Ranger until the close of the summer of 1779. 
He afterwards made two cruises in the Alexander, 
and returned to Dover in 1781. In the practice 
of his profession and in the exercise of the kindly 
ministrntions of life he passed far beyond the usual 
bounds of man's life, and died at Dover, July 25, 
1847, "at the very advanced age of 101 years 
nrrd 28 days ; retaining, to liis last hour, a clear, 
unclouded mind." 

Besides the persons whom I have mentioned 
other inhabitants were engaged upon the sea dur- 
ing the war ; and the names of Isaac Smith, Pu'aler 
Hatch, and N a t h  Nichols appear as c o d -  
of armed vessels. 

The population of Maiden at the clbse of the 
war was about the same as at its commehcement. 
I n  a valuation, taken in 1784, one hu~~dred and 
two dwelliug-houses are mentioned. Three hun- 
dred acres of tillage-land supplied the crops of the 
scanty population ; a ~ ~ d  about the same number sf 
acres of " English and Upland MowingJN with a 
thousand acres of fresh meadow and salt marsh 
land, fur~Jshed the winter sustenance of their mea- 
gre herds. The xesidue of the improved land con- 
sisted of twenty-five hundred acres of pasturnge; 
while about tlie same number were in r o d d  and 
wild Lznd. " An Acco' of Every persons Stock in 
Trade " amounted to tlie not princely sum of $210. 
Ninety-three liorses and eiglit hundred and thirteen 
oxen and cows constituted the herds of the Ndden 
yeomanry ; and their flock of one hundred and 
fifty-tlrree sheep and goats furnished wool for win- 
ter weaving and cloth for their wear. 

The bridge over the Mystic Ever  was fonnally 
opened to the public "by firing of a cannon aud 
tlie reregiiling of tlre workmen at the expense of the 
proprietors," September 19, 1787. This bridge, 
affording a direct way to Charlestown and Boston, 
was of immediate bemfit to Maklen and the t o m  



above it, which were formerly obliged to follow a 
circuitom route tlmugh Nedford or seek the incon- 
venient passage at  TViiinisimmet or Penny Ferry. 
The building of the bridge, which was strongly 

preventing the mutually wislid for Union of thq 
Two Parislies in this Town both of which have 
severely felt Tlieir Separation a d  thus Remaining 
will Probibly Terminate ill the Ruin of both." A 

urged by tbe Midden people, was bitterly opposed : strong protest, signed by C a p h i  John Dexter and 
by the inhabitants of Nedford, who lost both rea- 1 twenty-one others, wliicl~ ww presented to the or- * 

eon and temper in the contest. " Fools," " Maldeu / daiuiug council, proving of 110 avail, the signers, 
miserables? and " ignoramuses " were some of tlie mostly men of influence, witliJre\v to the South I nutres which the staid Rev. Dr. Osgod of ]Id- Parish. Tliis secession carried an element of 
ford applied to I b  neighbors, wl~oni he repre- ' strengtli from tlie Xortli Cliurcli, and i n d u d  8 

aented as " distracted creatures," wlio L' leave their : tempornrj tlirob of life in its espiri~ig iieigbb6ri 
corn unhoed, aiid their g m s  i~ot  cut, to carry peti- ' Tlie d ~ i s l i e d  meeting-house, which liad becdme 
tions to court for a bridge," in conserlueuce of I almost a ., tvis repaired ; aud Mr. Willis, I which "their families next winter will Inve 110 more than t h i r t ~  !can of discouragemeuts and && 
bread and their cattle lr liay." The opeiiing of / appointment, found l~inlself with sometliii~g h i e  8 

the bridge was followed, before tlie close of tlie cen- society under his charge. Mr. Judson proved *' 
turp, by the building of a direct road to Black able to coutrol or quiet tl;e distkted churcli over 
Ann's Comer in East Naldeii, wliich had been which he was placed. His religious sentimentr, 
reached by a winding way tlirougl~ Chelsea. Later I ahicli are mid to have materially differkd not'ody 
still, the Nevburyport tunipike traversed the t o m  1 from tliose of liis people but a h  "from the Es- 
from its northeasterti borders to tlie bridge, and 
increased travel by offeriiig a well-made road \vliich 
avoided the many dl~dings of its predecessors. 

I n  the wiuter of 1784- S5 Rev. Peter Tliaclier, 
who was t h  most popular preacher ever settled in 
Malda~, removed to Bostor~ in coilsequelice of a 
call from the Brattle-Street Church. This removal 
was the cruse of a number of coinmunications in 
the X~rcleAurellr Ce~titid; those sigiied by " A 

tablislied Doctri~ies of the Neighboring M i u j s h  
aud Churches," cou~itemcted the iufluence of " kis 
moral virtues and liis meek and pious dem-or." 
After a settlemeilt of four years of discord 11e rn 
dismissed in 1791. k liis latter years he joined 
tlie Baptist de~ioini~iotion ; and lie died at Scituate 
in 1826, requesting at tlie last tllat lie might be 
buried from tlre cliurcli of his early faith. gb 
sou, the celebrated missio~iary to Bumah, waa born 

Country Booby" aiid ''A Couiitry 3li1iister " being , ill hfalden, August 9, 1788. 
the most, noticeable. A poetical epistle, wliicli rp With the retirelneut of 3lr. Judson a way was 
p e a d  in the same pnper, h s  beeii seven1 times I happily opeiicd for a reu~iiou of the parishes. On 
reprinted, Tbat the hlaldeii people felt the re- j the retuni of Captain Dexter and liis associates 
moval keenly, i s  showu iu a letter of tlie ch~lrch in to their o1va cliurcl~ they carried with them the 
wbicli they complaiu that ti~eir wealthier ~ieiglibor pastor and people of tlie South Precinct; a ld  
"has wounded us in a tender part,'' ai~d declare , hlarcli 25, 1792, Mr. T\iillis became tlie sole miu- 
that " our Diutress, anxiety, n1~1 trouble are great ; ister of hlnldea. He \mas tlicri near fourscore y e a  
indeed "; and they " rnost eanlestly eiitreat " the ; of age, aild had lnsscd through a life of dkl)point- 
Boston church t~ eiideavor "to reinstate us iii tllrrt : meilts, gninilig r reputatiou ns a g o d  ni~d \~or t l~y  
quiet 4 happy couditiou in wIiic11 your papers inan. 111 tile eighty-eigl~tli ycar of life, ill tlie quid 
fouud us." Iu tile scttle~ne~it of tlie diff ici~l t~ the 1 slid gel& ministmtioos of liis office, death feud 
Boston church p i d  t l~e  debt of its distressed iieigli- llim at his post; and he fell 011 sleep witli tlie love 
bor, and grrilled a minister wlio  roved to be not ' of llis own l~op le  and tlie reslwct of tlie l~eiglibos 
the least iu tlie brilliant line of prencliers who 
graced the Iiouored pulpit of Bmttle Street. 

After remai~~i~ig \vitliout o pastor about cigliteea 
montts, the cliurcli called Rev. Adoiiinm Judsoir. 
-1 'violent oplmition waq made to this a l l ;  a~id 
six months e l @  arid four cou~~cils were heid 
before Mr. Judson was onlairled. IIe was lleld as 
one of "Bade Hopkiutoilian Pri~ici~ds," wliox 
settlement would otl'er "a EEfftwl Barrier iu 

ing cliurclles. His Bible, \vliicli was uscd mrhy 
vears ill tlie pulpit of tlic First Yurish, has beell 
tllrust aside; the books wliicl~ 11e lcft as the 
foutichtion of a pans11 libnrv I~ave disap+ 

Mr. \Tillis was rucceedcd by Rev. Aaron G-3 
all0 had bee11 ordained as his collengue, Septem- 
ber 30, 1795. IIe \\-as the soil of Ezn Greerl of 
this ton-11; ruid was,boni Janwry 4, 1765, and 

at Harvard College, l7S9. Like kb 
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brathersB,pr. Ezm and. Bern&, he reached a good 
old age. He survived all his class, and died at 
Andover, December 23,1553, at the age of eighty- 
nine years. During his pastorate the parish be- 
came subjected to n process of disintegmtion which 
in the end malted in a total change of its doc- 
trines. As enrly ns the settlement of Mr. Judson 
doubts had been entertained by many of the validity 
of infnnt baptism ; and several elubrnced the prin- 
ciples of the Bnptists. A sermon, preached in 

- CLucL .I the Fint Parhh, IS)& 

1797 by the venerable itinenant, Samuel Sheprd, 
which is said to have bee11 the first Baptist di+ 
course delivered in the town, was received with 
much favor; and was followvd by a revival which 
nsulted in regular Sabhth services being held in 
a achool-house tliat stood under a hrge button- 
wood tree whem Sptngue Street now enters Salem 
Skeet. These regular services were commenced in 
1800, and received much bitter opposition from 
those of the " s h d i u g  order." Finding tlie school- 
bow at last closed to them, the " Schismatics," as 
they were dd, took refuge in a barn belonging 
to Benjamin Faulkner, ~rhicll until within a few 
yam stood on Salem Street; n~id here, Decem- 
ber 27, lSaY, the First Baptbt Church, with a 

membership of forty-two pemm, rru neogniacd 
by a council of t h e  neighboring churches. To 
counteract this movement, Dr. David Osgood of 
1\Ledford preached two euergetic sermons, in de- 
fence'of iufant baptism md the vnlidity of sprink- 
ling, in the pulpit of tlre old ci~utcb These ser- 
mons were much esteemed at the time, and were 
priuted in two rivnl editions a title-pnge stat- 
iug that they were " occasioned by the setting up 
of a Bnptist Society." Nemrtheless, the new 
cllurch and society praqpered; and the next year 
they built a meeting-house on Salem Stnet, then, 
and for half a century after, known as Baptist 
Row, on a site now enclosed in the Salem Street 
Cemetery. This exceedingly plain how,  with its 
large windows and square belfry, was occupied 
until 1843, when a new church was built at the 
corner of Main and Salem. streets. The present 
church building is the tlrird wlicll has stood upon 
that site, the othen having been destroyed by fire. 

While the town and parish were thus ditqcted 
they found time and means to repiace the old meet- 
ing-house, which had becsme unfit for ita purpose* 
by a more commodious houss built of brick, which, 
although several times remadelled, is that now 
occupied by the First Parish. This how, which 
was eatimated to cost 35,019, was completed in 
the latter part of 1802. I t  was originally mlc 
mounted by two cupolas, in one of which hung a 
bell presented by the eccentric, so-called *! Lord " 
Timothy Dexter. 

Hardly had the animosities c a d  by the h p  
tist movement been allnyed, before the church suf- 
fered depletion by the withdrawal of a large part 
of the people of North JLnlden and the formation 
of a Methodist society there. This was the dired 
resuit of a strong Federal sermon, preached in. 
1813, at n time when Republicanism was not an- 
likely to become heated by opposition, which irri- 
tated the mnjority of the north-end .pople, vho 
were of the latter party. This society, itself the 
offspring of political excitement acting upon minds 
already prepared for a change by the preaching 
of Jesse Lee and other early Metbodisb, was the 
prent of the Jiethodist Episcopal Church in Mal- 
den Centre, the formation of wliich was caused by 
the removal of n member of the North Church to 
that locality, and a revival which, originating at 
the north end, spmd to the other parts of the 
town. h ciass of Methodists had been fonned 
ilearlp thirty years before by the celebrated Jesse 
h; but time and other lpd nearly & 



strayed it. The class which was now formed held 
its meetings a t  first in the house of the late James 
H o d ,  and afterwards in tlie llall of the brick 
school-house, which was built in 1532 on Scho~l- 
House-Hill, upon the site where stood, uiitil 1875, 
the Cent= Grammar Scliool, where they worshipped 
until 1835,whal they built a houe on Main Street. 
This unp~ete~~ding building, which they occupied 
until 1543, and whicli is n o r  used as a dwelling- 
hbuse, was irreverently called " the duck-pen." 
The early members of this church found many 
prejudices in their way and many crosses to bear. 
Of them i t  was truly said : "Tiley have moved on- 
d under the guihi~ce of tlie day-star of hope, 
and sat down in tears, amid the darkness of clouds 
of disppointment." But they were not lost in 
the tempest and the gloom ; and the little church 
of 1820 is now one of the most prosperous of the 
churches of Malden. 

After the formation of the Baptist and Method- 
ist churches it became evident that other changes 
were in tile near future. There had been a gradual 
falling away from the old belief$ as expounded by 
Joseph Emerson and Eliakim \Tillis. Mr. Green, 
whose sermons were rarely doctrinal, but mainly on 
the practice of piety arid the efficacy of good works, 
was of the hrminian school ; and it is said that his 
preaehing was not displeasing to a majority of his 
hearers. There was, moreover, in the society a 
leaning towards the doctrine of universal salvation, 
which was preached a t  times in the school-house 
hall and private houses by such men 3s Tl~omas 
Wkittedere, then on the tllreshold of life, and 
others. Another distnrbing element was found in 
the fact that, under the law, the members of the 
airtagonistic churches had not ceased to be mem- 
bers of the parish ; and their votes could be given, 
as they doubtless oftui were, in a malirier unfavor- 
able to the church. I t  is said that JIr. Green 
foresaw that dissensions and troubles were likely to 
come, i consequence of the circumstances I have 
stated, and that llis prudence urged him to avoid 
that which he could not hope to avert. However 
this may have been, he resigned his charge in 
l8%7, and a struggle over the choice of a pastor at 
once commenced. I t  was ended the nrst jc3r by 
the election of Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, a Universalist. 
clergyman, r h o  had attained some reputation as a 
controversialist. Mr. Cobb was installed in  the 
fatx of a strong opposition, July 30, 1828 ; and a 
portian of the cl~urch withdrew from the commun- 
ion. The d i n g  members met at 6mt in Sar- 

gent's Hall, in the building now standing a t  the 
corner of. Salem and Ferry Streets ; but they after- 
wards held their services iu tlie hall of the school- 
house. They claimed to be the old church in all 
respects, wliile their opponents stood upon aU the 
rig11t.s of the original parish and the church con- 
nected with it. Tlle contro\*ersy which followed 
not only divided the church and parish, but spread 
throughout the community, and was the fruitful 
cause of strife which lasted Inany )ears ; and a long 
series of lawsuits over the property of the prish 
did not tend to quiet the evil spirit of contention. 
Time, tvliicl~ removes or hides all evils, has happily 
cast the veil of oblivion over the a y r j  strife of 
fifty years ago ; and none but the most injudicious 
could wish to raise it and expose the wars of 
wounds wllich long ago were healed. The new 
society was formally organized in 1852, under the 
name of the Triuitarian Congregatiollal Society,, 
and Rev. Alesander W. lIcClure, who had ma-, 
pied the pulpit, was ordained its first pastor. Ttre 
cllurch had become strengthened by an accession 
of members ; and a house erected at the corner of 
lfain Street and Phillips's Lane, ~iow Haskina 
Street, was dedicated the nrst .year. This build- 
ing, after standing in its original locatioii many 
years, was removed to a site on Main Street, near 
the square, shere it was destroyed h the great gale 
of September 8, 1869. 

The old society, though it has departed from the 
faith of tile fathers, still retains the uame of the, 
First Parish, and occupies the venerable meeting- 
house of 1 S03, n hich seems to bear an ever-present 
air of youth. Its people have received the bless- 
higs of prosperity in common with their brethren 
of tlie other churches. 

The history of the First Parish now ceases to be 
intimately connected with that of the t o m ;  and, 
for the purposes of a sketch of tile general History 
of 3Ialdei1, tile ecclesiastical concerns of its people 
henceforth become of little interest; but I may 
linger a ilioment over the names of two clewmen 
wl~ose memories are cherished and Iiol~ored in the 
churches and to~r-11 which the! loved. The Rev. 
.ilesnnder IT. JIcC'lure, the cmstic wit of the 
Trinitarian societj, and the Rev. John Ci. Mams of 
the First Parish, revived in tile nineteenth century, 
for a trhile, the pastontes of tile olden time. Both 
Iicirtily earnest in their work, they became as o w  
with the people of their charges, nnd were, to the 
rich anddthe poor alike, faitliful pastors and sFmpa- 
thetic friends. Kor were they less earnest in thdr 
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duties as neigllbon and fownsmen in the daily and 
- d r  affain of life. hntnpnistic as they were 

in their religious beliefs, with the memories of the 
m n t  conflicts of their societies still alive, tliey 
stood stoutly slioulder to shoulder and hand in 
liand in the many refortns which they instituted or 
promoted, and cemented a friendsliip which time did 
not destroy, which is still greeli in tlie lieart of the 
survivor, aiid wlricli may make more joyous the 
meeting on the slions of life. 

In the tempemice cause, ui charitable work, and 
in'eclucational matters they urged reforms and in- 
t d u c e d  uew methods by which the interests of 
the people were a d v a u d  nud their prosperity pro- 
moted. 

'Duiing the period occupied by these ecclesias- 
tical affairs, wliich nearly includes the first lmlf of 
this century, the people of Malden were gradually 
increasing in ~iumben and u~ealtl~. Situated re- 
mote from tlie trunk-roads and isolated from the 
usual routes of travel and traffic, they remailled for 
h n y  years a sparse and 'rural population. In  
1800 they numbered but 1,059 souls, - a very 
slight growth over the population of more than 
sixty years before: but duritig the next decade a 
large increase took place, slloning a population of 
1,884 dt its close. This illcrease was owing to the 
enterprise of the Odiorrie fnmily aiid William Bar- 
r&, who established tmdes here nrllicli flourislied 
many years and added sensibly to the wealth of the 
tom. The Odiorne firm, composed of three 
brothers, George, Thornas, and Ebenezer, pur- 
chased land and water-power in 1806 upoli 
Three-Mile Brook, a ~ ~ d  established themselves at 
Blhck Bock, nliere Thomas Coyternore built a mill 
in 1640. This enterprising compatiy made tlle 
Bnt nails dhicli were cut and lieded at olle opkn- 
tion. Though this was an experiment, made at  
much loss and in tlle face of popular prejudice, it 
waa ultimately successful and wns a profitable busi- 
ness for many years. IVillinm Barrett comlnenced 
the business of silk-dyeitig in 1803, on 'the site 
still occupied bp his sons. This business, begun 
at  a time wlien little or no competition esisted, 
ras also very profitable, and is continued at the 
pment day. Other brnliches of business improved 
Y these enterprises i n c r d  in strength; and 
other manufacturers follo~ved those who were now 
established. Tlie manufacture of shoes became an 
important industry, and articles of block-tin and 
tin-plate were quite extensively made, and were 
distributed bp wagons sent far rrould into the 

cmnty.  In 1837 tbe population had i n d  
to 2,300, and the gross value of artides m a n u b  
tured was over 5350,000 per ntmam. A gradual 
reduction of tolls upoa the bridges, and the estab- 
lishment of 1- d omuibuses and expresss, 
brought the torn into a more close connection 
with Boston, and sssistsd in the growtli of trade 
and population. Bat a stronger impetus was 
given both by the opening of the k t o n  and 
Maine Railroad in 1845, whicli l~acl a very marked 
influence upon the growth of the torn  in many 
ways. The number of tile ialurbitanta, wliicli in 
1840 was 2,514, #.ru 3,520 in 1850, not including 
a population of 1,260 soulv which had beeii set off 
from the town during the preceding year. Tkis 
division of the town, by aliicli North Yalden be- 
came Ifelrose, was made by an act of the legiela- 
ture in 1849, d UM not opposed to any extent 
by the inhabituits of the other sections of the 
town. In its apalate existence Ifelrose has par- 
ticipated in the prosperity which has attended the 
parent torn, and has not proved w o r t h y  of its 
origin. 
- The opening of the railroad ard the cheapness of 
land gave birth to various enterprises, whicli were 
more or less snccmful in the various objects for 
wlich they were origbinted. One of them was the 
formation of the Edgeworth Company, which pur- 
chased the Newton farm on the west batik of the 
river and a tmct of land on the highlands. These 
lands were laid out for business ntid building pur- 
poses, atid gre# iriducemeuts were offered to pur- 
chsers. On o portion of this property has grown 
up tlie district of Edgeworth, where seveml large 
rnatlufncturitlg establisliments are located, wllose 
totnl products in 1875 amounted to $2,000,000 in 
valtie. 1\Ieauwbile tb town advaticed in all d im-  
tinus ill ppuh t io~ i  a~ld in wenlth ; and its religious . 
and educntionnl interests kept pcewitli its materiel 
prosperit!. On the eve of the Reballion the popu- 
latioti ~ r n s  5,865, and tlie vnlution of the town 
was $3,365,101. 

In the stirring years whicl~ followed the opening 
of the Rebellion tb men of 3Ialden proved tbst 
tliey ha'd not forgotten the traditiolis of their fa- 
then, and that the spirit which had led her sotu to 
fields of duty and honor in tlie bygoue yean had 
not ceased within the limits of the aticietit town. 
Out of the peace and calm of what had almost 
seemed an inane present, all the heroism and fervor 
of tlie'past a r e ,  and it nns seen thnt the old-time 
pntriotism had only slumbered until the 



which should need it came again. At a crowded 
meeting of the citizens April 20, 1861, i t  was 

"Bardced, That we believe it to be the duty of every 
lova of his country and his race to assist in crushing out 
the rebellion and treason now existing in tbe Southern 
states. 
" j?ledacd, Tlmt the town of h lden,  true to its ancient 

history, will fuhish Ule lneu and the ineaus to the exteut 
of her ability for illis object ; and we recomnwnd the in- 
mediate fonhation of a cqnlpally of volunteer lnilitia to aid 
iu preserving the government of these United States." 

public meetings and by organizations of the citi- 
zens for the various purposes of recruitiug and 
relief. 

Since the close of tlie war, and during the gmt 
business prosperity which preceded the panic of 
1873, the town has received its largest growth. 
In  lSG5 the population was 6,840, and the valna- 
tion S3,793,993. This was iiot a 1arge.gaiti ov& 
tlie statistics of 1860, but the increase had just 
k u n .  

hn enrolment of volunteers for three years was 
at  once mmmmced, and a liberal subscription 
made far equipments atid supplies ; and tlie town, 
a few d a ~ s  later, authorized tlie expenditure of ten 
thousand dollars 'lfor the comfort and support of 
tlie families of those who have beell or may be 
called into the naval or military service of the 
United States, and who shall be inhabitants of 
Malden." 

Thereafter the town in its corporate capacity, 
and the people, bath in organizations and as indi- 
viduals, labored b the utmost iii the spirit of tlieir 
resolves. The volunteen were formed into a com- 
pany, under Captain Joseph R. Silnonds and Lieu- 
tenant Iroq N. flichadeon, and drilled in tlie 
tom-hall until July 10, when, as Company K, 
17th Regiment, they went illto camp at Lynnfield. 
Of this company, wliich was mostly composed of 
citizens of hldden, atid which saw much hard ser- 
vice in North Carolilla during tlie war, Sergeant 
HenrytFoskett, Corporal James B. Gilcllrist, and 
privates Charles M. Eapn,  Oscar Biebier, Tllomas 
H. Speed, Albert W. Crockett, and James If. 
Powers perished in rebel prisons. Tlie first Bfd- 
den citizen who was slain in the war was Sergeaiit 
Gordon F o m t ,  a member of the 1st regiment, 
who fell at Blackbum's Ford, July 18, 1861, in 
one of the skirmishes which preceded the battle of 
Bull Ikm. 

The six hundred men who were sent by hialden 
into the service upheld her liouor through many 
scenes of t r d  aiid danger, and bore their 1md mail- 
fnlly on land and sea. I t  is to be regretted that 
no step have been taken to preserve their iialnes 
from the common lot of man, and that mucli in 
relation to them has alreacly passed beyolid the 
reach of him who would gather it up. 

The town expeadd in war cliarges the sum of 
$60,000, which was exclusive of $92,000 wliich 
w3s disbursed as state aid and was refuiided by 
the commonwealth; and a large sum, supIjosed to 
have been uot less bhan &25,000, was mised at  

- 
By an act of the legislature, hlarcli 9, 1870, t b  

southern portion of bIalden, wit11 51,5100 i ~ ~ b b i -  
tants, was allowed to become a separate town, b~ 
the name of Everett. The territory thus t a b  
comprised all that which had been gained from 
Charlestown i 1726, with the southeastern pr t ion  
of tlie original town, and was substantidly that 
wliicli lmd formed the Second Precinct. The in: 
habitants of this section had never been quite easy 
as citizens of a town in which the will of a minor- 
ity was subordinate to that of the whole; and corn- 
plaints of injustice, aliicli are natural to a growjng 
community, jealous of its rigl~ts,~were often made. 
For near a quarter of a century they lad agitated 
the question of a separate township, and had made 
six iueflectual endeavors to obtain ail act. of incor- 
poration. Tlie divisios was stoutly opposed by the 
town ; and tile meeti~~gs in wliicli the question wos 
considered, a~id  where tlie rival sections met, wem 
as stormy as declamation could make them. IVha,,- 
ever may have been the short-comings of the p 
yle of South ;\Idden in the days of their real .or 
faucied arongs, as citizens of Everett they Pave 
managed tlieir affairs with judgment, and have re- 
joiced i11 a common prosperity with their brethren 
of the elder town. 

The division of the town left bLalden with 7,370 
inhabitants, and a valuation of $4,999,272, which 
lias now increased to 10,831 souls, and a valuation 
of S 10,13S,800. 111 1870 the water-sorb con- 
necting the town with Spot Polid were completed, 
and a copious supply of pure water was introduced. 
This measure, wliicli was subjected to a stronp 
oppsitio~i in its earlier stages, lias proved to'be 
of great ad\.niifage aiid a real benefit to the com- 
munity. During this period n remarkable rise in 
real estate occurred, and a correspiidiug activity 
in building operatio~is was observed; aud several 
,flourislling rilhges, as at  Faulkner's and at Lh- 
den, sprung up wit11 great npidity. Tilough much 
of this iiicrcase was fictitious, and has disappeared 
under the pressure of the times, it added to the 
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resources of the town, and has left a t  leaat the 
- foundation of a solid prosperity which the coming 

yean will cousummnte. In 1877 a portion of 
Medford, comprising about two hundrecl acres of 
land with one hrndred inlubitants, wns annexed 
to Malden. 

Betnining about one third of its origi~lal terri- 
torp, Ifaiden is bountled soutl~erly by Everett, 
westerly by Medford, nortl~erly by Bfelrose, and 
easterly by Saugus and Revere. Its greatest length 
from east to nest is about three miles, and its 
average width about one and one half miles. Its 
northern portion comb rises n re@& of rocky Rills, 
which, a few yenrs since, were generally wooded, 
rmd wliich abound in many n a t ~ l  beaut%. This 
section has, in metit years, been' invad+ by the 
builder, and has afforded many plensant and ro- 
mantic sites. The eastern diqision, where the 
thriving villages of Fadher's, Maplewood, and 
Linden - stations upon the Eastem &$!road - 
have, as before mentioned, growii wit11 .great rapid- 
ity, is probably that whicli will receive the largest 
growth in the early fiiture, ns its romn~ttic' seen- 

. ery and the cornparatwe cheapnessmdf i b  lanh  
offer inducements wllicll will not be unnoticed in 
the return of general$rosperity. At lblmoxit, on 
the highlands at the *them border of the town, 
and at Oak Grove, at i b  op$site exwihity, sim- 
ilar growths have occtured, ~ t h  fair prospds of 
the future ; while at .Edgeworth cr vigobus corn- 
munity of mechanig- and laborers has gathered 
around the manuEactdh which are the& &tab 
lished. I )  4 .  

At the latter section the extemive works *f'the 
Bodon Rubber Shoe Chmpany aie located. This 
corporation, which was established in 185& ,has 
enjoyed a remarkable degree of prosperit?,. ' Under, 
the vigilant and intelligent direction of its treas- 
urer, Elisha S. Converse, its inte-mts have steadily, 
advanced ; and the variety and value of its &ducts  
now place i t  among the largest establisliments of 
i b  kind in the corntry. These woiks were dqstroyed 

. I  

by flre, November 29,1875, at a time when the 
the11 existing depression mused. tile liveliest concern 
for the welfare of those who were suddenly deprived 
of their accustomed means of livelihood ; but, by the 
aid of the benevole~lt and the cnre of the corpora- 
tion, the winter pa.wed aitl~out tllc cxtreme iucon- 
venience and suffering which were anticipated ; nnd 
larger building aud inil~roved machi~lery soon gave 
evidence of tlie enterprise nncl cournge of tlie com- 
pany nnd its managers in the face of disaster and 
the discouragements which tl~eea prevailed. 

Besides rubber pods, the prilicipnl articles man- 
ufactured here are leather of various descriptions, 
snnd and emery palms, and shoe-lasts. Other 
goods are mode to a limited extent; but, with the 
exception of tile articles mentioned, tlie products 
of the t o m  a n  not of unusual importnnce. The 
number of persons employed in mariufactures in 
1875' was 1,062, and tile goods produced were 
valued at 8 2,66-1.,484. 

Wlule their materinl interests have advanced, 
the people of Malden have not neglected those in- 
' k ~ s  which enhance the grosser forms of pros- 
petity. In  its schoob of all grndes the ~ O W I I  has 
taken a 1Jgh rank, and it has not been niggardly in 
its txpenditures to that end. While unwise coun- 
sels have at t ime prevniled, i t  has, upon tue whole, 
performed its work in the interests of education 
with ability and discretion. Its twelve churches, 
of various denominations, are prosperous, and enjoy 

'that best adjunct of prosperity, freedom from in- 
t e n d  strife and dxternnl opposition. Its charita- 
ble bodit59 anfi ts  societies of reform are of large 
membership and are ably directed ; and they watch 
over the various matters which they have in chrge 
with spirit and success. h bequest by John Gad-  
ner, a native of the town, has been made the foun- 
dation of a public library, which, though of recent 
birth, hns, by a large and increasing circulation of 
carefully selected books, already proved its great 
utility and insured for itself an ultimate libenl 
support and a permanent endowment. 





M A R L B O R O U G H .  

?S May, 1656, Edmund Rice, 
William TTard, Jolin Bent, Sr., 
John Woods, Tliomas King, 
Jolin Howe, John Maynard, 
Edlrarcl Rice, Jolln R.uddocke, 
Peter Bent, Tlioms G o d -  
now, Richard Newton, and 

to any interest in this new plantation at Whipeuf- 
femdge (by the Ii~dians called Whipnpyenicke) 
are to perfect their liouse lots by tlie 25th of 
hlarch next insueing, or else to loose all their in- 
terest in tile aforesaid l,lanbtion." November, 
1660, thirty-eiglit house-lots, iiicludiiig one for 
the minister and one for tlie smith, were set off and 

Henry Rice, iiil~abitants of I 
Sudbury, petitioned the Gen- 
era1 Court for a tract of land 
eight miles square, affirming 

" God bath beene pleased to increase our cliildrcn, 
n.hicli are now divers of them grown to maiiJs 
estate, and wee, many of us, grown iuto jears, so 
as tliat wee slionld bee glad to see them settled 
before tile Lord take us away from lieiice, as also 
God luviug given us soiiie considerable cattle, so 
that wee are so streiglitenrtl tliat wee miinot so 
comfortably subsist as could bee desired ; and 
some of us having taken some p~iiis to vies the 
country ; wee have found a place which ljetli west- 
ward, about eiglit miles from Sudbury, nliicli wee 
conceive miglit bee comfortable for our subsist- 
ence." 011 the 14111 of the snine moiith they 
were granted six miles in tlie locality desired. I t  
contained 29,419 acres. This regioa was situated 
about a liill called by the Indians Wliipsuffciiicke, 
adjoining ai~otlier, on wliicl~ was laad reserved for 
tlie aborigines called Ockoocnngansett. I n  the 
colony records, 1658, it is spc l l~ l  Og~ioii~koiigua- 
~nescit, and the iume of tlie Englisl~ plantation is 
c~llecl \VliipulTeny. Da~iirl Gookin, in 1674, 
spnks  of both tracts as Okommakamesit. 

Tlie first meeti~~g of the proprietors of tlic Eng- 
lisli philtatio~l occurred Aptember 25, 16X,  at 
which i t  was o d e r d  tliat those 1410 took lots 
should pny tlieir proportion to\rnrtl tile gv~ienl cs- 
penses, sl~ould eitlier live tliem~elves on tile la~ul 
two Fears or appoint some OIIC tlie ton11 aoultl 
approve, or else forfeit tl~rir lots; "but if (;MI 
slid1 take away any mail b! deatl~, Iv 11ave liberty 
to give his lott to whom he ~vill." Dcwmbet 26, 
1659, i t  odered 6' that all sucli as la! c l q ~ n e  

co~~firmed to their proprietors. Tliese grants aggre- 
gated 9924 acres, divided into holdings of from , 

fifteen to fifty acres. The rest of the land, called 
cow commons, was left subject to future grants. 

May 31 (0. S., Julie 1% as we uow date), 1660, 
the town Kas incorporated under the name of 
Ifarlborow, it is supposed after the Eiiglisl~ town 
of that naine, so called on account of the vicinity 

.abounding in ~narl;  tile word was formerly spelled 
SIarlberg or Jlarlbriclge. Tl'hy it was chose11 it 
is difficult, perlisps impossible, to my, though tlle 
most probable co~ijecture would be tliat some o w  . 
or more of tlle early settlers hailed from Uarlbor- 
ough in \Yiltsliire. Its records for tlie first 
thirty-iiiiie rears are inissing; those extant begin 
April 27,1699. Tlie first selectmen were Edmuud 
Itice, William T'iard, Jolin Ruddocke, Joliii Howe, 
Thomas King, Solomo~i Joli~~soii, Thomas Good- 
now. Jolin Ruddocke was clioseii clerk. One of 
the earliest acts of tlie municipality was to order an 
assessment for sis montlls for the support of Rev. 
I\-illiam Brimsmead, their prenclier, "of 4 pence per. 
acre upon house lots and 3 pelice per pound upon 
cattle." I11 1 G G Z  the frilmc of a lionse and the 
laid on which it stood were given to tlie millister. 
It  was tl~irty-six feet by eigliteeii, aiid twelve and 
one llnlf feet higli between the joints. I t  h d  
four \rindoas in front a id  two at the west end. 
I t  liad two sables in front, ten feet wide a~ id  
eight feet scluarc, projccting eiglit feet, wit11 two 
small windows 011 tlie front side of tile gables. I t  
was built by contract for S 15, to be paid iii corn : 
one third wheat, one tliird rye, and olie tliird In- 
dian corn; wheat at l a .  Grl., r je at SJ., and Ii~dian 
con1 at 3s. per bushel. In the ~nymeiit of this 
sum, r n t c  was imde of wvc.11 and a Imlf pence per 
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acre upon all house-lots in the plantation. This 
year tliey decided on erecting a meeting-house. 
Unfo@unately the site chosen was*witliin the Indian 
plan€ati6n. '-klthougli this land ~ v a ~ u b s e ~ u e n t l ~  
bought, there seems to have been sufficient provo- 
cation given to the Indialis to awaken the suspicion 
that i t  was aftemads bu'mt by them in'revenge. 
Mr. Cyrns Felton snys it is probable tllst at this 
tbpe three fonrtbs of the I p ~ d  within a mile of the 
meking-house was covered with wood. - 

April 4, 1663, hnnmalrs, an Indian w h w  title 
was probably disputed by other. Indinu pmprietors, 
sold to John Ruddocke and John Howe, for the use 
of the tom, f' the land that the meeting-how now 
stands on -also the land for the highway on the 
fore side of said meeting hause, aud so npop a 
s q ~  of ten feet, round about the said meqtis  
How." Thi i ~ r t  donth William Ward gave in 
exchange for o w  h d  half ap acre in front of it, 
and it was ordered tbt the half-acre " surrendered 
into the town's liands as before sai&,sld be for a 

- p e p t d  comchon oi highway not to be taken or 
- otherwise dish& of'without the consent 'of every 
propeetor that Bath town riglita." This half-acre, 

- it b thought, codred the pun4 on which the two 
manufactories in front'of the Hjgh School Common 
now stand. . 1 

For d f k n  y P n  there f a r  t hugbou t  the 
township. The Indian community consisted of 
about fifty persons. Their rder's name was On& 
mog, dho wm described by a contemporary as a 

.pioa and dp ree t  man. They L d  religious an$ 
civil instititl&s:Uke their white heighbors; e;hl 
ployed a ~ l i o o l ~ s t e r ,  a coustable, and other offi- 
cers., They bj brought tlieir land under cultivation, 
and remained pcific u~icler the vexntious e n c r o e -  
ments of the Englisli setthb ; &hough they were 
in part k blame for their annoyances, seehi  they 
were careless i4 fencing their fields.- Theii town 
lying, as it did, in the heag of IrIarlborough, the 
cattle wandered into it, and could hardly be pre- 
vented by their omen.  The Indians passively re- 
tired about a mile,into t@ interior 'of tlieir land. 
The celebrated Ge~ieml Gookin of Cambridge, from 
who= account our knoaledgc is derivcd;.propsed 
to the English settlers to buy part of this land 
from which they had retired, fen? it with stone- 
walls, and on one part build a,bouse for a school- 
master, with a school-room under the same roof, 
erecting a barn, and giving the teacher ad Jds sg- 
ary the use of the rest of the land. He alzo a y a  
thnt at tLis time the English were backward about 

employing a schoolmaster, availing themselves oi 
the law which exempted towns d less than 6ft) 
families-frbm being compelled to edgage a'teacher 
although they wanted but a few families to m d e  thi! 
number. ;He suggested thnt if the M i n n  school 
proposed'were iustituted they lnight send theb 
ckildren to it, " being the most. thrifty and facilr 
way tliey can take." This field ku conveyed tc 
General G o o h  by the Indinns My 2,1677. T h e  
English t o m  grew uncli~ked, t h w  not xapidlj, 
Udmpp* during this -iime the community was 
agitated, mdeed distraetd, with--internal dissen. 
siom about both civil and ecclesirutical affairs, 
Thy had tq, do, first, with the reliab.&ty of t l ~  
G o d s  and indirectly with the tenure of their lands, 
seiondly, 4 t h  questions as to the suppart of thc 
minister and the aesimbility of organizing a c h d  
T&e pb l i c  minil was appnrently in s state 01 
chronic irritability; to raise a question, wm to r a i  
a bitter diapdte. Some light is thrown on th i  
period from subsequent sentences in a petition anc 
rempast)ances to the. General bkt. -The f i n  
expln'ii'that their d i 5 ~ l t i e s  are ofi lo& stspding 
, arising " partly from our own comptiona and tl14 
.~mptat ions of Satan, hindering Weir oan  gooc 
feeliugs in matters both civil and,&clesiastical 
.which have been and are very uicopdortable tc 
them and,thelr friends." Even this4ilk!voiiit am 
frank statement proved an irritant, -s d e n 3  fol. 
IotPing that any cousiderable diaculty am 
thewdechmtion that t h 4  " neverhznt,nboufto de- , .- 
stroy the Town Book -but:onIy tto' &i what rn 
-& i n  it " ; nor had ) h ~ i  attempted ' c fo 'k~~t  ou~ 
tbe ministee They vauntdfhe feet, &at, in per. 
sollal charncter and liberality to religiotidond seculal 

'institutionil, they we* the eqirals of &e petitionem 
and coucluded i i t h  the eaustic statewnt, "IVe an 
willu~g, with'our persbns a d  estates;'b upholil thc 
4utliority bf the couutrq4 aud do tIdr6fore desk 
the liberty of $he-law which gives towns power tc 
lransact their ow~c afirr.? The al1peal td th 
General Court restilted (16f5) in t+?~ appinbnen' 
of a committee'which iudoyd the recox&. Thc 
strife, ho\ve~e;,~wns not a l h y d ;  Thomas F i a g  am 
others dempnded the reopuiug of the caw. Tlie wa 
ensuing, tlie matter was @me&tely.presse?d 
butt inOctober, 1679, the quarrel was.practid! 
ended by the decisive actiou of a committee ap 
pointed by the court to hear the complaints 01 

1 the spot. They cejsured th< 41rbalent oppositio~ 
I to the former decision, dechred better provisio~ 
1 should br! made for the minister, ru~d gave order 





u to the d y  of the town records, enjoming a 
fd and veracious report of the proceedings nnd 
decisions of the committee who had arbitrated in 
the case. Their action waa approved and con- 
6rmed by the court. 

Tl~eir ecclesiastical dispute was considered by a 
council of ministers, who naively advised that they 
spmd a day or days of humiliation and prayer, and 
"after their spirits am somewhat sweetened and 
satisfied mutually, i t  may be meet without too long 
delay to gather a c l i d  here." 

The atmosphere was not yet clear. Mr. Brims- 
meed left the town, and preached at Plymouth 
for r time. He retunzed October 3, 1666, on 
which day the church was formed and he was 
ordnined its pastor. A few years after, to quote 
the graphic aud quaint account of Mr. Packard, 
"On the Sabbath, wheu Mr. Brimsmead was in 
sermon, March 20, 1676, the worshipping assem- 
blf was suddenly dispersed by an outcry of ' In- 

, duns at the door ! ' The confusion of the first 
moment was iustantly increased by a fire from 

: the enemy ; but the God whom they were worship 
; ping shielded their lives and limbs, excepting tlre 

arm of one Moses Newton, who waa carrying an 
elderly and in6rm woman to a place of safety. In 
a few minutes they were sheltered in their fort, with 
the mutual feeling peculiar to such a scene." 

The meeting-house was burnt to the ground, 
and nearly, if not quite, all the dwelling-houses. 
Eveything of value was destroyed, cattle were 
killed, and the fruit-trees hacked. " The enemy re- 
tired soon after their first onset, decliuing," s a p  
Packard, " to risk the enterprise and martial prow- 
ess of the young plantation. Tl~e  new settlers 
being much debilitated by their varians losses, 
living in o frontier town, mrd still e x p o d  to tlre 
' adjudication ' of their savage neigl~bors, left their 
farms till the s a t  of war was furtl~er removed." 
Thus husbandry was interrupted for oue year, aud 
the municipd organization for two. 

The growth of the town was mnterially checked 
by these incursions of the savages, nnd till this clny 
tmces remain of the f a r  and insecurity of those 
times. On the hill Sligo are the remains of an 
old done fort counected with a well by a subter- 
ranean posslr%e of about one hundred and fifty feet, 
which it is conjectured wss amstruded in view of 
those early invllsiona. 

Incidentally, it may be mentioned that the name 
-originated in much later times; the authentic tmdi- 
tion ia that it was ao called in dusiou to the ao- 

briquet of an owner of the hill, who in the time of 
the Revolution was understood to be absent at the 
war, but who in reality remaiued at  home, passing 
the nights with his family and slyly going, in the 
early morning and iu the dusk of evening, to a d  
from a cave situated across this land. Hence the 
name Slygo, as it was formerly spelled. 

On the return of the inhabitants, while they found 
on eveq lrand a scene of desolation, and were prac- 
tically forced to the tasks and rigors of the emigrant, 
yet the wnr which had destroyed their buildings so 
far weakened the Indians as to facilitate, at length, 
possssion of the whole township, and insured r 
larger measure of personal security. 

Some of the IIarlborouyh Indians had joined 
Philip, aud those r h o  remained apparently passive 
or amicable were suspected of treachery. Whether 
the suspicion was well grounded or not, the in- 
Ilabikuits lived iu dread of them, and from tradition 
we learn that the!-, with other toms, muglit protec- 
tion from the goveniment, so that Captain Moaely, 
it is believed, nith a company of soldiers, early in 
the morning surprised these Iudians while they wen 
in the fort to wl~ich they repaired at night, seized 
their persons and arms, fastened their hands behind 
their backs, connecting them with a cart-rope, and 
drove them to Boston, from whence they were 
taken with others to some island in the harbor and 
kept in durance until the conclusion of hostilities. 
Those who returned denied the charge ; but while 
suffered to remain eveu when guilt had been proven, 
as in the case of David lluimauow who confessed 
participation in the destruction of Nedfield, they 
were despised and uniufluentinl, nnd though their 
plantation was not formally forfeited by disloyalty, 
it was pined the more easily from so demoralized 
and enfeebled a people. 

After the re-establishment of their municipal 
organization, and the rebuilding of d\velling-liousea, 
they proceeded to tlie erection of a uew meeting- 
liouse about 1678. Like the first one, it war. 
tlmtched with tall gnas from Thatcher Mendow. 
I t  was left ill au uufinished state; an unsuccessful 
attempt was made to enlarge and repair it in 1680; 
it lasted only eiglrt or nine years, a i~d  in 1689 was 
~alued nt only k 10. Tl~e third meeting-house was 
built as early 3s 16S9. The pulpit in the second 
meeting-house was valued at $4, "which was im- 
proved in the new meeting-house, for carrying on 
the finishing of that." Tiris house was used ba 
tween twenty-two ai~d twenty-three years. The 
fourth meeting-house u.as erected in 1711. It ma 
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large enough to accommodate the whole town. ) wa3 returned as representative from Ysrlborougl~ 
In 1757 and 1758 the town had two porch- built, , in 1688, and from Sudbury in 1706. The pro- 
om oh the east end and auotl~er on tile west end. 
This house was used for public h.onllip ninety- 
Ive p n ,  and exclusively for tom-meetings four 
yean. It was taken down in 1810. This and the 
two meting-houses before it were situated about 
a rod or two north of the present horae-trougl~ 
on Main Street. 

In 1684 measures were taken to perfect the title 
of Abrlborougl~ to i h  lnltds, for as  yet the proprie- 

prietors engnged to board him while at work, and 
to pay five shillings a d i r ~ ,  one lnlf in money, the 
other hatf in rye and India11 corn, the OIR a t  fopr 
shillin@ a busld, the otbcr at three. The h ~ d  
was apportioned by lot. The proprietors ~iow 
took measures to make their teuure secure, in spite 
of its illegnlity, by binding themaelves togdrer ia  
such a way tlut ~ I I  miglrt poseess his part undis- 
turbed. 

t on  had simply the pennissio~~ of the court to I At their meeting in Yarch, 1695, i t  aaa agreed 
settle on tlwrn. For about thirty years they lud I and subscribed to, " tlut ~~lntsoever 11as been done 
cultivatd the soil, npprently without tliought of and acted by the company or the major pnrt of I purchasing the right of t l ~ c  ~mtives. Tlte Indians, , tllcm ns to n11y grnnts or ncts or orders about the 
Ilbwever, were not uumindful of tlieir cliiitn, and 1 land purclmsed from tlie i ~ ~ d i r l p  as will further 
by virtue of it "were cont i t idy  mnking dcrnauds , appear by a deed of sale recorded in court r o b  
upon the torre." At hqt l l ,  after ilte cessation / slmll sh11d good to all iutet~ts a td  'purposes if it 
of hostilities, the Iuclian plantation b i u g  broke11 , be attested uuder t l ~ c  h a d  of Jolrn Brigham." 
up and most of its psessors dispersed, the i Tlle agreemeat co~~clades by stating it was passed 
t& to which they belonged asserted their rigl~t I t: a full vote, n ~ d  "that it shoqld stand good 
hi the whole townsliip. h comlnittee of tl~ree per- I to al l  intents nud purposes for ever." 
olu wan appointed to co~~fer  uitli tlte claiton~~tr ; I .kt a rneeti~g of t l ~ c  pro1,rieton lreld February 15, 
and as the-result, April 17 and 18, JIajor Peter 1703, it was voted tllat "tl~ey would try to come 
Bulkley lu~d Captoill Thomas Hir~cksman, toptller into r way for a c o ~ f i ~ m a t i ~ t ~  of & latrd." The 
with the committee, agreed to pay 2 31 for n decd record continues, " Att y' mne  meeting it was voted I in full. The money was irn~nedintely raised, and I !' tlrcy would cl~usc? tl~ree wen to atain a confmr- 
the deed was signed at Natick, Juue 12, 1684. / rnntion of sd lolid if mny be.', 'lie committee 
The t o m  nor  endeavored to lmssess itself of the 
Iudiau reservation. On the 15tl1 of July, a little 
more than a month after securil~g nll riglits i11 

tlieir own possessions, they obtained a deed for tlie 
whole of the Iudhn pla~~tatio~r, solue 5,800 acre*, 
wit5 t b  exception of the Indin11 pla~~tiug-field, 
which l d  bee11 alreacly conveycd to CiraeralGookin, 
aud wan bqugl~t of 11is thre* WIIS fur the torn i t  
1688. But within three ~nol~ths tllc Ge~lernl Court, 
on petition of the Indintw, clrciared tlrnt tlre deed of 
sale was null and void, because illcgal, "being ~ m d e  
and done expressly co~~trary to t l ~ c  law and order of 
this court." Despite the invaliilit~ of their title, 
thus fomdly and autl~oritativcly pro~~ou~tced, tile 
proprietors, after a delay of about two !ears, pro- 
d e d  to divide slid appropriate tlic had. Tlte 
first division consisted of thirty acres to each, of 
the land be& in quitlity rind situation. Tlic task 
of surveying was aasigled to JIr. John Brigham, - 
of wllom it sl~ould be  id, ia pssiag, tlut Ite was 
oue of the most popular and remarkable nlen of 11is 
day, having considerable capacity for public ofairs, 
unusual ability os a surveyor, aud sorue ambition 
ul a lalul speculator; 11e was styled "Doctor," aucl 

j consisted of James Sawyer, Tllomas How, and h'a- 
tlurniel Jotwon. 011 tlre 15th they were e m p a -  
erecl "to take suclt sutablc metbods as they shag 
tl~iuk fitt, or sltall by y* lest advice lu~d instruc- 
tiolls as they firul to bc   no st sutable for yo Pro- 
curing of a Conformntion of this our Purchase 
acconling to y' Geriernl Courts grant." 

February 4, 1700, " I t  r a s  acted that he, 
rould makc arttekles to bind ourselves in covenent 
\,-hereby wlmt we do may stal~d iu force." These' 
articles provided tlint " all grants, acts, ad records 
now entered in our book of records . . . . s l d  
stmd good for ever," nt~d that aU mone? granted 
b~ the cornpalry " at an orderly umtiug " for 
~nutunl defence sl~ould be raised by "every par- 
ticular parson paying l~ i s  equel propotion." 

In  their records about this time there is one 
noteworthy transaction. Among the proprietors, 
was Jlr. John Parry, 1\.11o owlled two aud a halt 
acres back of the meeting-house. m e  town ~ t u -  
rally desired to Imve their graveyard, as nas the 
nncient custom, close to their meeting-bouse. Here- 
tofore they Iud buried in wlut is i~ow -]led Spring 
Hill Cemetery ; tlwrefore at a meting of 'tk pro- 
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pfietom, April 8, 1706, "it was ordered, granted, student-of Harvard, of the class of 1648. g e  
an8 concludd tliat the land exchanged with John prencl~ed tlie election sermon ia 1881, wGch &as 
Parry Thylor, adjo-ping to the present meeting- printed. Prom 1665 to 1695 Ile kept a jounial 
*house hnd for which l r  hath other land of the I in Latin; it is thought the second volume, coyer- 
proprieton in t l ~  cow comlnon - shall lay for a ! ing t l~e  yenrs 1682 to 1696, is ideritical with a 
Traynillg plxe aiid a Burying place for 'ever." I I ~ t i n  jounial of his now in po~session o f ,  the 
This two and a lialf ncres, it is tliougl~t, ir~cluded ' 3fsssacl1usetts Historical Society. From this it 
the cemetery, tlu grou~id now occupied by tlie ' appears lie pwaclied not only in the m~til~g-house 
High Scliool, ahd ball of the common between ' but atso in the l~omes of tlle parisliioners. He 
the High School and JIai~i Street. 1 was beloved in tlie town aud i~ifluential in the 

In 1719 liope revived of obtaining legal sanc- : colony. His eccentricities are matters of trgdi- 
tion. March 20, they decided to aplmiat a com- tional interest; the most quoted was by nd mAus 
mittee to petition the General Court "to corifirm peculiar to Iiimself, nor could it have q 5 ~ c k h i s  
our hit i f  m o d s ;  and to make our proprintory / contemponrirs as absurd; it ,ippears he had co4- 
cabbie to act in all things co~~cen~ing our la~ids." 1 scientious scruples wliicli forbade liis baptizhy 
After yeah of auxiety and efort they at last pre- ; cliildre~i boni on the Sabbath *, and accouuted 
miled, and the plantation was formally aunesed 1 for, ill prt, by the fact that he was ilever m a d .  
to the town, and their title to tlie property was I Tliere are some curioua eiitries in tlie town books 
confirmed. slio~ring tlie affectioaaie, alinost paternal attitude 

There was another tract of lalid of two hundred tlie town sustniaed toway him in his old we, 
acres cafled to this day "Tl~e Farm," of wl~ich the I Dr. Allen quotes one of tlicm with these prefatoq 
t o m  possessed,itielf in 1718. f t  l a j  on the south- I remnrks : " hi the growiug infirmitiqs of age, be 
e& border, and had been jnuted to J o l ~ ~ i  hlooeke, 1 hd neitlier rife nor childmi to a r e  for him, and 
in lieu of the scime number of acres wlilcli lie had i so liis people very considerately and much to their 
nhquished elsewhere. HB was all i~~llnbitant of credit voted, as tlie record snps, 'to procure a place 
Boxbury, 'who had received considerable gifts of 1 to remove their minister to, and to provide him 
lalid for service's rendem1 to tlie colo~iy ; p.rt of the I a nurse.' " He d i d  July 3, 1701, at an advanced 
L~nd thus transferred to liim was claimed by the age. After his death the community was dieted 
\VhiPbeni&ke Compa~~y, and, to adjust tlie dif- , wit11 all the miseries of divided cou~isels and a c e  
ficultg; he acce~ted the land since called "The I mo~~ious co~~troversies coacer~~ing his successor. 
Farm." ' ' I The rival pirties were found, for the most part, 
in 1700 the,town uas enabled to absorb several in different geogmphical sections; iu the cnse of 

of land of this kiud, but the ilcocke prop I the first w~~didate, Rev. John Emenon, the wed 
ertp still remained uuonnexed. Tlie coaviction, part being for him and the errgt against  hi^. hlr, 
however, grew t h t  it was unjust for people r h o  I E~uerson finally declhed, ar~d the tovy~, at their 
krgelp shred  in the pr i~ i le~ps  of the tow11 o p n -  April meeting, 1702, ksciuded their call by a full 
ization to be exempt from muuicipal responsibility majority. At tlie same time "it was agreed and 

3 .  

and erpse. 
i 
I vonted that JI' Remingtoli be paid 20 Shillings the 

At  length, in 1718, Joseph Morse, Jolui Bigelow, 1 day, for two daiev holy we had of liim in the miu- 
I John Sherman, Samuel Bigelow, Tl~o~nas lligelow, r istry." In October a delegation of two was sail 

ahd ~ a n i e l  Hadg ton ,  residents of "The Farm," to "Seek for a tmnscient supply of holy iu the 
united v;th the t o m  in a petitiou to the Ge~ienl ministry for tllree or four days." 

b t e l y  granted. 

i Cburt for annexation, which was of colirse imme- A a l l  was extended, Feb. 7,1703, to &v. Fran- 
cis Goodhuc, but declined. At length tlie t o m  met 

The annals of .the t o m  for one hundred and fifty on the 7th Junc, 1704, " md the cl~urcl~es clioica 
ears  have principally to do with ecclesiastical and tvas Liid before them which was of lfr. Robert 
military a&&. Brcck for their concurrence and tl~erc was a con- 

&ck&&uZ Ehioty. - The first pastor, Rev. currence with tlie churches choice of tlie major part 
William Brimsmead, was a man of apostolic stead- of all present." , 

fastness and capacity. He watched aud sustaiued Two- days after the town again met, and voted o 
the flame of piety in tlic town, when the spirit of.  salary to Mr. B m k  of yventy pounds annually 
amtenti011 thmttnid its extinction. He mrs a and " f i r r \ d  for the year annually if he axept it 
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in order to a settlement." The record coutinues : 
- Ig We offer ourselves ready td do whnt may be com- 

fortable either by obtniniug r suitable place or 
granting such gratuity as may procure tbat may be 
~t is l ic tory acconlii~g to our present ci~umstiruces 
in these tmubIous times." His acceptance drew 
Torth , a  formal and hearty expression of " their 
thanka for his gratifyiug answer to their call,"and, 
more than this, tlie vote of a gratuity of 2100. 
Their choice proved eminelitly satisfactory ; for 
nearly twenty-seven years lie labored amoag them, 
and took rank amoug his brethren in the millistry 
&I a leader on accouut of his talents, his high chnr- 
acter, and' his brilliaut attainments. Tlie bbrlbo- 
rough &*sociation was formed at his house in 1725 ; 
it existed eighty-nine years. Mr. Breck piblisl~ed 
four sermons : one preaclied at Shrewsbury iu 1720 ; 
two diSCOurse~ on tlie acces~iou to the church of 
Mty persons mostly in early life; and the Election 
Sermon of 1728. 

He  was a mau of the prelntic type, a master in 
the humauities, a profou~id and orthodox theologian, 
a trenc,hant polemic, an able preacher, of n p v e  
deportmeut, somewhat reticent, possessed of much 
personal dignity, and devoted to the sul,port of 
public order, witlml catliolic.in spirit aiid given to 
hospihlity. His fouduess a id  appreciatio~i of the 
sacred classics, as well as liis linguistic skill, are 
illustrated by the fact that it was his work to traus- 
laterthe Hebrew Bible to his family. The lust liue 
of his epitaph indicates the veneration in which he 
was held : " Proptieke ipsi IIOU iu seculum vivurit." 
H e  was a Haward graduate of the class of 1700. 
He  died Janunry 6, 1731, aged forty-ni~ie. 

Mr. Benjamiu Keut \ras called, at a salnry of 
t 180 ; and a gratuity of 2400 was voted ou his 
settletnent. His ordination took plnce October, 
1733. In  less than a year aud a l~alf he wns de- 
barred fiom the ministry oil accouut of heretical 
views concerning the doctrines of the Trinity and 
election. He was a man more secular tlnn sacer 
dotal or even religious in his modes of tliouglit 

'and methods of nction; more fit for the profes- 
sion of the law than of the Cliristian ministry of 
that day. At the same hme he m s  chnmcterized 
by loyalty to principle, breadth of vision, and mag- 
nanimity of spirit. He would l~ave appeared a 

' greater man at n later period. 
Unhappily, other thandoctrinal differmcea inter- 

rened between Jlr. Kent and his late charge. The 
tqwn record, >larch 29, 1736, sufficiently indicates 
the strrted affsin: "It waa put to vote wlrether the 

town would impower their committee lately chosen 
to defend the town agninst Mr. Benj. Kent in an 
action said blr. Kent liad coinmend against the 
tolm for sallery : to bring f o m r d  an action or 
actions agninst Mr. Kent for recovering from him 
the moiiey he lias mceived of the said town ns they 
think by fraud and as set forth ih the warrant and 
it passed in the nffirmative." Much commotion 
ensued 011 31r. Kent's dismissal, September, 1735. 
The secotid IVednesday u.ns set a p r t  to seek Diviue 
guidance by prayer and hstitig, witli the view of 
preparit~g the way for the clloice aud settlement bf 
a new minister; embarrassments constantly arose : 
if the cl~urch w a s  agreed on a candidate, the town 
negatived the proposition; if both churcli mid town 
were agreed, the candidates declined. Two p a n  
elapsed; another fast-day was held, and neighbor- 
ing ministers were invited to advise them in their 
difficulties. The cost of the first council was 
261, and the expenses of both were assumed by 
the tom. 
In the following October the town chose Mr. 

Joseph Rice as an :agent to answer the present- 
ment of the tomi of Marlborough, s t  the last Su- 
perior Court held at Charlestown, for not having a 
settled minister. But this inteiferenk was with- 
out effect, for the church continued without a pas- 
tor some two yeam longer ; not till December 
At, 1739, was harmouy restored and a minister 
chosen. 

Some tliirty young people of the northeast part 
withdrew from tlie strife, seekiug mutual spiritual 
edification iu an nssociation wllich met du Lord's 
Day evenings md other times fot religious wor- 
ship. It ia supposed that their ulterior aim was 
to found a meeting in their neighborliood. 

Rev. Aaron Smith was called, at a snlary of f SO 
a year in bills of credit of the New Tenor and a 
settlement of LMO, Old Tenor. He was ordained 
June 11,1740. I t  is thouglit the house now owned 
by Mr. William Gibbon way built for him; here 
lie lived througllout the time of I& residence in 
the town. He gnduntedat Harvardin 1735. His 
pastorate was, on tlie \rliole, prosperous; the church 
numbered, in 1767, one huudred and sixty-four 
merubem; toward its close llis popularity waned, 
owing, in part, to his enfeebled health, and the 
suspicion of royalist qmpathies ; although in Dr. 
Allen's judgment there was not sufficient reason 
for d i g  in question his patriotism. 

The animosity of some unknomi fanatical people 
manifested itself in a brutal assault in 1777; two 



bullets were fired into his house, which 1-odged in.a 
beam near the bed on which he mas lying. Thia 
room was pulled down in 1831. The town was in- 
dignant i t  the outrage, although many were of the 
opinion that it was done simply to intimida,te. A 
w a r d  was offered for the offeiiders. 

Mr. Smith was dismissed tile following year, and 
died at Enst Sudbury, March 25,1781, aged sixty- 
seven. 

An interval of seven years elapsed before the 
settlement of the next pastor, Rev. Asa Packard. 
He p l u a t e d  at lIarvnrd in 1783, and was ordained 
March 23, 1785, - a  dap long remembered on ac- 
count of the fad  that the snow was of sufficient 
depth to cover the fences, the crust being hard 
ewuglr to bear t l~e  heaviest teams. 

The town voted, March 23, 1785, to give Nr. 
Pachrd for a settlement 2300; and for a salary 
g 1 0 0  and twenty cords of wood nnnually. In 
180J: tile question agitated the tow11 as to the loca- 
tion of the new meeting-house. The west part 
desiml to w it erected on the site of the former 
h o ~ w .  Tlie east part desired to l~ave it where 
t,he Union Church now stands, maintaining that tile 
old location was not central. At the torn-meeting 
on the 16th of July the town,refused, seventy-five 
to one,hnndred and ten, to give tlieir consent to 
the i~corpgration of the west part as a separate 
town. May 26, 1806, consent was refused .to tlie 
formatioti of a separate parish, one liulldred and 
twmty,five to seventy-six; wl~ereupon the west 
part, having contributed tlreir proportion to the 
meeting-house built by the town, proceeded to 
erect aiiothcr in the pasture-field of Benjalnnl Ricc. 
Mr. Pnckard, after consulting the JIarlborougl~ 
Association, and nit11 their acquiescence, decided 
to ask for a d i s m i ~ d  from the church, He was 
minister d the t o m  twenty-one years. The two 
meeting-hoqs were opened 011 the same d q ,  
April 27, 1806. February 23, 1808, the West or 
Second Parish was incoqmnt.ed, and Jlr. Packan1 
was imbued its minister March 23, 1808. He 
took a dismission May 12, 1810, nud removed to 
Li~cluter,  where he died, Jlarch 20, 1543, n g d  
eight?-five years. He was r man of fluent gifts, 
cliecrfill temper, and ps ton l  cnpncity, 11citIler n 
profound thinker nor given to pole~liic divil~ity, of 
.a liberal spirit, while his opinions more rcsenibled 
those of the Armininn than of the Erangclical school. 

The First Church chosc the Rev. S>lvestrr P. 
,Bucl$in a, their fint minister after tile separation. 
Be -mined pastor of. the society until Julie 20, 

1833, when at his *quest he was d i m i d ,  re- 
maining for twenty-eight years a devoted member 
of the cliurch and a Iiiglily respected citizen of the 
town. He died 3Iarch 25, 1800. On the reti* 
ment of Mr. Buckhi tlie cliurch openly mauifestd 
a division of opinion on doctrinal questbns. 
hiarch 18, 1833, tlie clerk of the parish was noti- 
fied tlmt about fifty of its former members had 
formed tl~emselves into The First Evangelical 
Congregational Society. On the 1st of April 
the church voted to worship with this society, a id  
seventy-three out of the ninety-one members *th- 
drew from their connection aitli the First Pariah. 
The remaining church-members held' the 
house and church property ; a church was orgap 
ized, and Mr. Bucklin employed to supplp their .. 
pulpit for a year. 

March 18, 1835, these two societies petitioned 
tile legislature to be incorporated as the Union 
Society, and on the 1st of April, 1836, they b& 
their first meeting and voted to receive the act of 
incorporation. On the 24th of April, 1836, the 
cl~urcli voted that "the name of this church be 
cl~anged from the East Church in Marlborough to 
the Ui~iou Church in hiarlborougli, to correspond 
with the name of the Union Society with which we 
are connected." 

Rev. Jolin K. Goodllue was the first pastor of 
the Union Cliurch, installed JIay 4, 1836. Siucs 
tlien they have enjoyed the serrices of the Ilev. 
George E. Day, installed Dec. 2,1840; BRv. David 
L. Ogden, iastalled April 26, 1848; Rev. Levi 
A. Field, illstalled August 31, 1853; Rev. George 
K. h~~thonp,  installed Korember 8, 1860 ; Rev. 
Cl~arles R. Trent, installecl March 30, 1870; and 
Rev. John TYillaril, installed December SO, 1873. 
Tl~e ],resent meinbersliip of the church is two hun- 
dred and cigl~ty-fire. t 

Tlie Kest Parish called Rev. Seth Aldeu, .Mi$ 
12,lSlD; Rev. Tl-illiam Jlorse, June, 1891 ; Rev. 
Ilomtio hlger, Xovember, 1844; Rev. W. C. 
Tcl~uy, 5111~ (1, 1861. 'l'hese have been s u d e d  
by Rcv. E;u,~cne Dc Somandie, Rev. Calvin Steb  
bins, Rev. J. 11. TI-i~gin, and Rev. R. A. Griffin. - Tlie bIct11odist Churcll was originated by Mr. 
Pl~incils Ssw~er in ISUS, thc first class-meeting, 
of aliicli he ~ms appointed Ic;~der, being held at hia 
IIOIISC. 111 1825 it ~ v n s  dcacided to e p t  the Old 
Brick Church, as it is ~qllttl. I t  was situated bb 
tacen S u d b u ~  and 3iarlb0rou~l1, for the accom- 
modation of the adjacent villages. I t  ans destroyid 
bj fire December 28, 1852. Tlie society amicab!~ 



diriqd, and eventually built three churches, one at 
Bock Bottom, another nt Stow, oud a third in the 
&at, Village, 3farlborough; the latter has a mem- 
bership of one l i u q d d  and thirty-seven. 

The Baptist Church was formed April 14, 1868. 
&v. M. R. Deming cnlled to the pastorate n 
month later. He was succeeded by the late incum- 
bent, Rev. J. T. Burlloe, who wns ordnined June 
20,1872. The membership, April 14, 1878, wns 
one hundred and sixty-tro. 

The Universalists have hnd a flourishing society 
for many years. Recently, owing to severe losses 
by removal and death, their numbers have been 
cwsiderably reduced. 

Midilory Hialory. - At the beginning of the 
eighteenth century the Indians, illstignted by the 
Pqmch, again troubled the settlement. During 
the time of Queen Anne's War (as it was called) 
the people experienced all the tantalizing annoy- 

and injuries of guerilla strife. They bravely 
iesiated the enemy, and fortified (as in former 
times) dwelling-honses j different parts of the 
h. Wee wen called garrisons, and were sup- 
plied with a m  and ammuxlitiou. There were 
as many as twenty-six of these refuges in 1711, 
among which t h  one hundred nnd thirty-seven 
families qonstituting the number of inhabitants 
rsn distributed. Among many distressing inci- 
dents of this time there has ,come down to us an 
aoconnt of the assault of a party of Indians (1704) 
on a number of men while they were at their work 
& the 0eld. One, Nnhor Rice, son of Edmund, 
nrs killed; two other of his sons, Silas and Timo- 
thy, were taken captive, married Indian women, and 
changed alike their names and habits for those of 
the savages, Timothy rising to the position of an 
idnential chief. Arbhur and ildonijah, sons of 
momas Rice, were carried off nt the same time, 
the former being afterward rnnsomed by his father, 

the latter remaining in Canada as a farmer. 
At another time Abraham How and Benjamin 
Hutchins, Marlborough men, were slain at Lan- 
caster. 

On the 15th of October, 1705, Jlr. John Bige- 
low wns captured at Lnncaster, wit11 Jfr. l'l~omas 
Sawyer and his son, at whose prrison-house he 
had taken refuge. They effected their escnpe by 
the aid of the French governor, to r l~om they hhn 
rendered the important service of erecting the only 
saw-mill in Cnnadn. Mr. Bigeloa commemorated 
his deliverance by cnlling the first daughter, sub- 
#qaently born, Freedom, and the second Comfort.: 

I n  1707 Mary Qoodenow and MR. h d a ~  Fay, 
while gathering h e r b  nenr Stirrup Brook, w m  
surpri-d by n party of twenty-four stalwart In- 
dians. Mrs. Fay fled, and renclied the gttrrllon ; but 
her companion, who was hindered b~ Iatneness, was 
o~ertnken, dnggcd a short distnnce, killed, scnlped, 
and the body left to be souglit and, as it proved, 
buried by her friends. Ou tlie -me day, about a 
mile from the brook, Captain Daniel Now was cap 
tnred and handcuffed by this bo+ of snvages, who 
left him in chrge of one of tlieir number, and 
proceeded to attempt tbe capture of Jim. Fa? a d  
Niss Goodenow; but the captain adroitly freed 
himself, gained posssion of a gun, and forced his 
captor to flee. 

During this n-ar-time Captain Thomas How sig- 
~urlly distinguished himself for bnve ry and activity, 
and Samuel Brigham, his lieutenant, was rewaded 
by the government for his military services. 
During the ensuing wars from 1741 to 1763 

lfarlborough was as loyal as it was afterward 
ptriotic. No official record, llowever complete, 
could give an adequnte idea of tlre endurance, self- 
sncrifice, and Iurdship these vexatious campaigns 
entailed on tlie people of this and other towns. 
Unfortunately the records nre meagre and \imper- 
fect, so that even a list of the men ill active ser- 
vice m n o t  be given. 'lkere is, however, enough 
data to justify US in saying that the whole avail- 
able manhood of tlie town was engaged either for 
nction or defence; citizens incrpocitrited for the 
field by age and other cauaes orgnnized themselves 
into what was called an "alnrm list." Prom the 
minister to some of the oldest men, all joined this 
o r p h t i o n  who could contribute to the geueral 
security. There were two military companies, con- 
sisting of a hundred men each, including " alarm 
men," under the lend of Captain J. Weeks and 
Colonel Abraham Williams. It is known that 
eighteen Bfarlborough men were in the service in 
1756 undercaptnin William Williams. TWO com- 
ponies marched to the relief of Fort William Henry, 
the one under tlie command of Captain Samuel 
Howe, and the other led by Lieutenant Stephen 
3la~nnrd. 

During 1758 and 1759 nt least thiipthree men' 
' were engaged in theattempt to reduceCanada to sab- 
mission. Some of tliese served from 1760 to 176% 

In 1760 there were fifteen men in Captain Wil- 
liam Tvillinms' company. 

From the inception of the Revolutionary drug- 
gle until its triumphant conclusion, it should be 



ma, to  the honor of the torn, that the people of ' 
Marlborough were 'outspoken and ardent in their 
s)rdp3tl~y with the'movemitnt. They shared tlie 
indignation of the Hostonians a t  the conduct of 
the Brit& government, and pssed resolution9 
umaimously indorsing the courageous attitude 
and protective action of the Boston committee of 
corkspondence. 
h 1770, a t  a town-meeting, tliey resolved to 

support the merchants in their aou-importation 
agreement, and bouud themselves not to buy of 
their own tradeamen who continued to sell con- 
trary to thii agreement. They further resolved 
' I  that the name of those wlio purcllase goods of 
the importers, or of those who buy of importers, 
shall be made public, as fsr as we have the kuowl- 
edge of them." 

In  1773, after animadverting upou the unjust 
policy of the kiug, and the dangers hanging over 
the country, it was resolved "that peace and har- 
mony will never be enjoyed between Great Britain 
and die colonies, until the interests of both be in- 
separably cbunected; which \rill be accomplished 
by notlthg sbort of a repeal of all unconstitutioual 
acts, aud the removal of all sinecures, pnsioneri, 
pimps, i~~formers, and bad governors." The reso- 
lutious cldse with an expression of thanks "to our 
worth? brethren in Boston and adjacent toms," 
and the assertion, " w stand read! to assist them 
ii the execution of their votes and resolves at a 
minute's warning." . 

September 29, 1771, they instructed their repre- 
sentative, Peter Bent, to "pap no ackno~rledgment 
to any uncoustitutio~lal and new fangled counsellors, 
R I I ~  that YOU do not give your conseut to any act or 
t h h g  that may be co~istrued a tacit acknonledge- 
ment to m y  of the late oppressive, wicked, and un- 
just acts of the British Parliament, for altering the 
goverument of the province of JLassachusetts Bny." 

The town 'was represented by Peter Bent, Ecl- 
ward Barnes, and George Brigham in the first Pro- 
v i~~cia l  Congmq, and by Peter Bent in the second 

as any man in the place. At  the breaking out id 
hostilities he sollgllt British protection; as the 
result his property was confiscated. Eventually 
he repaired to England, and died in London in 
1808, aged eighty-four. As the political horizon 
darkened, t l~e  people of hiarlborough prepred 
tl~emselves for the worst. They procured fifty:five 
additional guns, with bayonets, increased their 
stores of ammunition, and united with other townd 
in reorganizing the militia of the neighborhood. 
They raised a company of minutemen, provided 
for tlieir drill and discipline, promised bonntg in 
case of active service, and resolved that the prov- 
iuce tax should not be paid to the royal keasumr, 
but to the Provincial Congress. 1 

April 19, 1775, hiarlborough sent four d o m p  
nies of minutemen, under the' captaincy of CC'yprian 
Howe, l\Tilliarn Brigham, Daniel Barnes, and Silas' 
Gates. These companies consisted of one bnndrkd 
and cigl~ty men, drawn from a population of not 
more than thirteen hundred souls, who responded to 
the call of their ccinptriots at a moment's warning, 
Although tliey were not absent from hdme mom 
than forty days, and had 110 opportunity of s p  
cially distingnislliug themselves, yet the town 
demonstrated its intense sympathy, and its devo- 
tion to the cause, by the alacrity wit11 which it OF' 

gauized these compnies and sent them to the scene 
of hostilities. Later, over a hundred enlhtetl for 
eiglit montl~s, a ~ ~ d  many re-enlisted for three yearn. 
In 1777 twenty-seven men served two months iu 
tlie continental armp; in 1778 eight served three 
niontlis ; in 1779 eighty served in various cau- 
paigns for shorter or longer periods. Some one 
llul~dreil nltd thirty served either as " first " three 
years' men or as "last" threc pears' men, a l ~ d  some 
cl~listed " (Inring the war." There can be no doubt 
that the town contributed its full slrare of the Rev- 
lutionar!- armp ; redeeming the pleclge given BLay, 
1776, " that if the hononb le~n t ine~~ tn l  C o n g d  
sl~all, for the safety of the United Colonies, declare 

1 them indel~ndent of tlie Kiugdom of Great Britain; 
aucl third cougreses. There was but one tliorougl~ly i we tlle inllabitallts of 3Iarlborough \rill solemniy 
pronounced and outspoken ro!*alist in the town, / engye, wit11 our O ~ I I  lives and fortul~es, to support 
namely, Henry Barnes. He had already made them in the measure." 
himself odious by refilsing to indol'sc the non- In addition to giving r bounty of E7 in 1776 
importing ngreement of the 13oston merchants. , to soltlicrs enlistillg for service in Canada, and M 
He opss a mqn of considcnble st~lstnnce nnd m- I to all tllree years' men, and proridil~g them with 
pacity; npinst n-IIOIII ~~otlling is a1lege:ed but his I clothes, they votetl to snlqmrt the fainilies of non- 
political opinions. I t  sllould be said for him, that , co~nlnissio~led officers and soldiers ; nnd, as mom 
he courap;eody and co~lsistently stood by them, ' troops rvere called for, the totv11 offered monthly 
and lost ancl suffered ns m d  for his co~~vic t io~~s  : rvages; and n bounty in additio~~ to that of the goo- 
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arnnmt, for .uiy whd would enlist. When the 
tnasury became empty, and the high rate of 
money impaired the wortb of red estate as security, 
then they anticipated the revenue from tarntion. 
Loans were ordered, nnd when they could not be 
obtained, cattle were offered as bounty. Indeed, 
no mdhod of raising troops was left untried, save 
that of conscription; although this \vss au tho r id  
by the state, the town, nther than adopt arbitrary 
measures, preferred to pay the fine for ~ io t  furnish- 
ing the full quota of soldiers for the six and three 
months' service in 1781. Jhy 22, 1780, the con- 
stitution and frame of the government was submit- 
ted to the town and adopted, seventy-five to seven. 

In April, 1861, on receiving the news of the 
attack on Fort Sumter, immedintely a large number 
of the leading citizens of all politicnl parties assem- 
bled, and discussed the duty of the town in this 
emergenq. l%ey were of one mind in the  opin- 
ion that prompt and hearty concurrence with the 
government mm the true policy; consequeutly they 
aged the selectmen to call n town-meeting, nnd 
prepared for a fit presentation of their views. The 
citizens' met April 29, 1861 ; w h ,  in response to 
the appeal of the President calling upon all loyal citi- 
axie to support the Union, it wrrs resolved, "That 
the citizens of Marlborough, in legal town-meeting 
assembled, tendm our cordial and united support to 
W government of the United States ; nnd pledge 
our lives and our fortunes for whatever wrvice our 
country may require." Subseqaent.ly ten tliowaud 
do~lak wen apphpriated to be used for "the aid 
and encouragement of the individuals or for the 
snppbrt of the families of the individuals c o m p -  
ing-- the volunteer militnry company now raised or 
h e d t e r  to be raised in this town to meet the ealh 
of 'the government." 
. The selectmen at this time (1861) were Isaac Hay- 
den, : B. F. Underhill, Stephen 11 one, George E. 
Manson, John Godrle ; in 1862 and 1863, B. F. 
Underhill, IVilliam H. Wood, John F. Cotting; 
in 1864 and 1863, William Wilson, Fred N. 
Morse, Charles H. Robiuson. Tlie town-clerk for 
1861 and 1862 wns John Phelps; for 1863,1861, 
and 1865, Edward L. Bigelow. Tlie town-treas- 
urer in 1861 was TVinslow 11. Warren; in 1662, 
1865, 1864, and 1865, N. Wetherbee. 

July 21, 1862, the following resolutions, pre- 
mnted b y  Hon. 0. JV. Albee, were unanimously 
adopted : - 
" ~ a : ,  a g n a t  rebellion. engendered by a kcked de- 

aim to perpetuate aud externl the institution of clrattel slav- 

ery,.ndstirrml.teriby.rr~y.mbitiontorclls,hurct 
at  naught the legally conatitukd authorities of this nation 
a d  imperilled w ~ i t u t i o n a l  liberty on this a o n h n t ,  

" Therefore, Rerolred, Thnt JlarlborougL is determined 
to stand by and m t p i n  the p t  truth of the deckration 
of h e r i b a n  Independence and the Republican Govern- 
ment instituted by our RcvolutioJg Fathers. 

" RuaolwdI That if any oligrclty or m y  institution, how- 
ever forti6ed by power and prejudice, drnds in the way 
of the full r e a b i o u  of our Hevolutionary Fathen' ideal, 
in regard to the inalienable rights of man, such oligarchy 
and such institutions must perish, rather tbao tM oonsti- 
tutional liberty should fail. 

"Bsrolwd, That whilst we honor the patriotiam and r- 
knowledge the sacrifices which h u n d d  of our fellowr 
townameu have shown by devoting their all to the caw of 
their country, we would not be unmindful of the glory our 
adopted fellow-townsmen have won on many r dl-fought  
field. I 

" &srolved, That the names of Carey and Regan, and thew 
fellows who have fallen in this contest for rigl~t. hare be- 
come historic,~ud Narlborough will cherish their memories 
and keep thci g a r k d s  fresb, that posterity may knor 
their worth and honor them with the hicellso of grateful 
hearts. 

"Bsrdved, That to the recent call of the PnSdent of 
the United States for men to fill the thinqsd mnka of the 
armk  of the Republic. Jlqrlborough expects her sons, both 
native and adopted, to respond with an alacrity that s U  
emulate her past fame and be a guaranty for the future of 
her unwavering determination to sustain the awe of h i  
erty, God, and our country. 
" Bs~docd, That, thougl~ patriotism cm neither be me- 

umd uor weighed by money, yet hlarlhorough is read y, in 
Ler corporate capacity, to pledge herself to compensate, in 
part a t  lesrt for pecuniary sacrifices, those brave men alto 
shall generously thmw themselves into tbe b m d  in this 
hour of a nation's peril. 

"Ifaol~ed, That we p y  one hundrsd and twenty-five 
dollan to each volunteer who shall voluntaer, under the 
preseut call of the Presideut of the United States, not to 
exceed my-two in number." 

The total number of men furnished by the town 
and actually engaged in the war wrur 869 ; 674 serv- 
ing for three years, 91 for one pear, 108 for nine 
months, nnd 96 for a hundred days. . - . 

The money expended for the-war, exclusive of 
state aid, was Q 61,584.11 ; the amount repid by 
the state was 545.368.45. 

There were seventeen natives of Marlborough 
in the navy; seventy otllen were credited to the 
town. ~ u l ~  14, 1883, two hundred and thirty- 
nine were dmfted ; part of these rent  into the aer- 
vice and are not iuciuded in the enlistment reoord : 
some furnished substitutes, while others paid corn: 
mutation money; and some were discharged for 
disability. 

The fulloring are the nama of. those rho fell 





In 1827 the examination of teachen was made 
by the state, to devolve on an i~ispecting committek 
apecblly- qualified for the purpose; before tliis 
time it had fallen to tl~e'miuister or tile selectmen 
to decide on the fitnes of candidates. 

In 1826 an ncademy was establislied by indi- 
vidual ehterprise, to secure a higher grade of 'in- 
struction tlian that given in tlie district schools ; 
two years later Silns Gates and liis sou kbrnllam 
gave a joint doiiation of $2;000, and in recogni- 
tion of their generosity the nnme of tHe instk 
tution was changed to the Gates Academy. I t  
flourished for several years, but afterwards de- 
clihed, and in 1333 its co~iditio~i seemed Impeless. 
In that year Mr. 0. TV. hlbee took charge of it, 
and gradually rnised i t  to a liigiier position thin 
it had ever before occupied. 'He waa undoubtedly 
the mart in0uentinl and popular teacher tlte town 
baa had. He was a man of wide and liberal sym- 
pathies, public spirited, e5tieut in his professioti, 
able in the school-house at once to secure the most 
submissive attention and the warmest affection. 
To this day his old scholars regard his memory 
with almost filial tenderness, and celebrate it by 
rnunal reunions. 
. Mr. Albee taught until 1849, when the academy 
wits merged in tile high scllool. I t  had long 

.been felt that proprietary or seini-private histitu- 
tions of this kiud reacted unfavorably 011 tile free: 
school system, -citizens being reluctant to vote 
ample town appropriations wheu tliey \rere pri- 
vately supporting-academies. I t  was decided, with 
the consent of the representatives of Silas Gates 
and his son, to transfer the endowmerlt to-the t o ~ m  
for free-school education. The policy was abui- 
dantly justified by the increased appropriations 
and quickened interest in tlie cause. 

The appropriation for 1840 wns 8 1,000, the 
uumber of schdars being 651 between the ages of 
four and isiuteeu ; for 1850 i t .  was 9 1,300, the 
numbereof scllolan (643) being somewhat less ; for 
1860 it was 83,832, for 829 scholars of from five 
to filteen years; for 1870 it was 316,500, the num- 
ber of scholan beiny 1,877. A t  the present time 
there are thirty-four schools a~id  thirty-eight teach- 
ers, five being male and thirty-three female ; num- 
berof children between five and fifteen (May, 1878), 
2,127 ; iucrease over 1877, oiie hulidred aiid ninety- 
one. There are eleven school b~~ildings : one high 
rchool, having a principal aud two assistants ; eight 
grammar schools, employing two male and eight 
female teachen ; and twenty-five primary schools, 

employing treaty-five female &hn. The town 
appropriation for 1878 am 8 18,500. ' m e  of 
iustructioii per scliolar lJ about 8 8.50. 

Narlhroagh origiilillly included the tract of 
h i d  now cnlled IVestborougIt, Northborough, 
Southborougll, and Hudsou. Westborough, with 
what afterwards became Northborough, was itmr- 
prated in 1717. Soutltborougli wns set off in 
1727. At the June meeting the motkr  town 
agreed to further t b  petitiou of tlie inhabitants of 
Stony Brook for incorporntiori to tlie General Court. 
Hudson was incorporated ill 1866. 

The population of 3hrlboro~igh in 1660 was 
about 65, rising to 210 in tlie ensuing ten years, 
remaining stationary for the next ten years, and 
incmiug  considerably until 1700, when there 
were 530 inllrbitants ; fifty years later there wen 
1,000 ; in 1800 there were 1,635. From this 
date, for forty years, there was a gain of only 500. 
From that time, owing mainly to the establishment 
of shoe-factories, the lmpulation has rapidly in- 
creased. I n  1850 there were 2,941, in 1860,5,918. 
the population being doubled in ten yeam. in 
1870 it reaclled 7,885, althougli in tbe preceding 
decade Hudson had been set off. The w e s t  
point mu gained in 1872, when there were 8,941 
prsoiis. Since then the number of iuhabitants 
has slightly varied from year to year. 

Owiiig to tlie imperfection of the records,'it-is im- 
possible to give a complete statement of the valua- 
tion of the t o m  ulltil ve y recent times. Prom 
1771 to 1820 the uumber of polls slowly hicreased 
from 323 to 431; the number of houses, from 169 
to 251. In 1830 there were 454 polls and 288 
houses; the real estate nps valued at 8485,805; 
personal estate at $121,451. In  1840 there were 
569 polls and 325 houses; the renl estate was 
$623,807 ; pe~onn l  estate, 155,951. 

In  1850 the nmber of polls was 834 ; of houses 
458 ; value of leal estate, S 948,931 ; of pemolral 
estate, 8286,506. In 1878 the number of polls 
was 2,182 ; number of dwellurgs, 1,376; total 
valuation, 3 3,451,365. 
. The industries of the town, until within forty-five 

years, were confined to agriculture otid the supply of 
local needs. I n  1837,103,000 p i m  of shoes wem 
made,valued at Q 41,200; seventy-five males and the 
snme uumber of females were c~nptoyed in their pro- 
duction. There were two taititeries, emptogiiig seveu 
Iinnds; tivo manuhctories of clinirs atid cabinet 
ware, emplo~ing.four hands. 7,500 strnw bouueb 
were muufnctured, valued at $10,850. 1 



a y  the mte of mortnlitj, certainly among the nntive 
born, is uow ss.low ns a t  any former time, and that 
there a n  as many instaaces of lot~gevity. 

WitlJn thiitp years the two villages, the east 
and west, formerly nearly a mile aprt, liave grown 

so that they present tlie aspect of a town 
of considetable sk .  

Near the depot is the new town-hall, a costly 
and commodious building. 

?'he general a p p n n c e  of the tonn is suburban 
ratlier tltan rural ; and t la  slioe-slrops being located 
it1 all parts, tlie inliabitants are largely relied - 
from t l ~  undesirable features of a manuEPcturittg 
place. The population Ls a considerable. pro- 
portion of Irish and Canadian French, who, u 
individuals, harmonize ns a. rule with the 11atrvq 
citizens to a far greater extent tlra~i would be j ~ -  
ferred from their combined rctiotr during periods 
of economial agihtio~i. They have two churclicr, 
St. Mary's in the aest village, and the Cllurch ,of 
the Immaculate Co~rception in the cer~tn  of the 
t om.  

The first burlring-ground lies northeast of 
Uriiotr Church. The oldest legible tombstoue is 
dated 1675 ; its inxriptioti is as follows : - ' 

Curar?~ EDWARD H m c n ~ m s  
~ p l  ce ;I- 

Was shot by Tre~cl~erous hdtnr . . 
August &nd 1675 

djed Augt;st 1075. . 

Here also is the tomb of 11; Brimsmead, u~rol l j  
effaced; slid that of 1lr. Brect, rliich is in a good 
state of prewwation. The second buying-ldaa ia 
immediately in tlie rear of tlre high school ; b i d e s  
these there are Tlie Briglinm, The Easterl!., The 
M o m  (sometimes called The Farm), Tlie \\reeks, 
The Chipmm, The Robin Hill, aiid Tlie ylt-i 
Street cemeteries. 

M A Y N A R D .  

B Y  A B A H E  , B A L C O M .  

Bostolr by the county road is twenty-one miles; by 
railroad, tirenty-seven nriles. Tlrere are t w  hotels 
in tlre village, four dry-gmls hr~d grocery stores 
(one of them a co-opcntive stow), t l lm d r y - g d s  
stores, seven1 millil~cr!. and dress-~nnkiug *tom+ 
two biitcl~ering establiJmerrts, a Uasoaic Loclge, a 
Goocl l'cmphrs' Lodge, a~rtl a p b t  of Oie Gnad 
Army of the Republic. 

31aynnrd is a small, new torn, lravi~ig beeri in- 
corporated April I!), 1871, and named in honor. of 
Amory Nayrurd, EN]., formerly of hIarllotougli, 
th rou~h whose untiriug energy and sagacity tlie 
industria of tlie toall liave bee11 developed. Of 

1- Fp 
I ! 

I 

- 
1 

"APNARD is bounded on the 
iiortli by Acton, on tlie erst and 
~outh  by Sudburp, and oh tlle 
\vest by Stow. Tlre population 

+ l a '  in 1875 was 1,965. The 31i1rl- 
borougir Bmncli Riilrond, in 

.I 
6 - con~rection aitli tlie Pitcl~burg 
fi. . - Railroad, funiishes tlre tnrei- 
2. :,I :- --- -- _ - -- - 

ling mid freight fncilities, arrcl 
-.-'.->- tliere is a prospect of further 

railrood accommodation by the 
extension of the Niddlexx Centml h i l m d ,  from 
Concod Juuetion to Maynard. The distalice from 
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Brook and Willad's P o d  Israel Heald, senr, on 
hmpsiticnt Hill joining to Joseph Jewell's land. 
John Butterick, on Pompsiticut Hill, and on the 
north side of his ten nc& of ~neadow. Jacob Ste- 
tens at-the Oak swamp at his ten acres on hssabeth 
Brook and at elbow meadow. Thomas TVhitney, 
&joining to llis half moon meadow and Mr. Goo- 
p ' s  land. Elizabeth Fairbank, on Pompsiticut 
Hill, and at great meadow. Jolr~i tVlritaker, on 
Pornpiticut Hilt and nt green AIeadow. John 
Eveleth, on Pompsiticut Hill. Joseph Daby, right 
across the Hill from his house lot to Sudbury line 
and to Wetherby's line. Stephen Bntihll four 
acres by his liome lot and at  his own mendow on 
h b e t h  Brook." 
- "'Stow Oct y' YO, 1738. Pot.d, on said day 
that Ephraim Gates, have one acre and three quar- 
ters of tlpland in the common land in Stow lging on 
the-westerly side of said Gates' House lot, for con- 
ridemtion of ten Shillings, and one quart of Rume." 

The tract of land called the Brown farm, consist- 
ing of some one hundred and fifty acres, situate in 
the northerly part of Maynard, was conveyed by 
BImund Brown of Sudbury to Josiah Browu in 
1785 for f 1,600, lawful money. 

h m  a perusal of the Old Proprietors' Books of 
Stow, I am led to believe that the stream now 
idled Assabet River was known one hundred 
sad Mty years ago as the Elzibeth River, and 
the Assabeth Brook was 'a tributary brook run- 
uing-into the Eizibeth River just above where the 
river now runs into the town of JIajnard. Mr. 
William H. Wood, on his map of Sudbury, pub- 
lished in 1830, uses the name Elzibeth. I t  is 
sometimm spelled Elzabeth. 

. a h e r  inhabitants of the-town previous to 1800 
ren Jabet Puffer, Jr., Phineas Pratt, Willinm Rice, 
Win- Rice, JIattliias Rice, Jonas Balcom, Amos 
Smith, Benjnmin Smith, Joshua J I i rp~rd ,  - 

. Marble, Arrington Gibson, John Jekyl, and Heze- 
kiah Smith. 

Th6re is a tradition that some time early in the 
settlement of the tom, during a severe storm in 
the spring of the gear, several persons came to and 
were quietly quartered in the bani of one of the 
Smiths, perhaps Tl~ornas, near where Mr. A. S. 
Thompsou now resides. The unknown visitors 
were afterwards supposed to have been pirates, 
from the fact tlurt tl~ey were very free with their 
money, paying liberally for what tliep obiairled 
from the family. I t  ms said that they threw 
'# pieces of eight " at the swnllows for amusement, 

and before leavirq procured from tlie hease some 
clothing fitted for b a g  and tools for diggi~rg: 
!Nre bags, being filled with something apparently 
heavy, were carried by tliem to the woods, north- 
erly of the bouse, and probably buried. Tlie sus- 
pected parties soon nfter left, no one kno\ving 
w l u t l r  they went. Subsequently Mr. Smith re- 
ceived a letter from some pirntes that lrad been 
captured, convicted, nnd were about to be ere- 
cuted, requesting lilm to come and see them, nr~d 
they would give llim informati011 that would be 
of value to him; but Mr. Smith, with the feeli~~g of 
distrust for crimiuals common to those dnys, l i d '  
uo regard to the request, and for nnght known the 
secret died with tile writers, and may never be re- 
vealed, unless some forturrate pemon should dis- 
cover the hiding-place. 

The area of the town of bfaynnrd is composed of 
hills and dales traversed by numerous brooks ; and 
tlie Elzibeth River, now called the Assabet, runs 
tlirongh the town, furnishi~ig n water-power that, 
being misted by steam, is made to do the most 
prominent work of the town, being aided by the 
helpen located there. On this stream, above where 
the mills are now built, were formerly grain-mills, 
known as Jerell's mills, arid later as Smith's mills; 
and nbout the year 1831 or 1828 a p r t  of the 
water-power was rented to Jnmes and William Rite, 
two.joung and skilful meclmics, for the manllfae 
ture of spindles and otlier fnctory uiichinery for 
Smith's mills at Peterborougll, h'ew Hampsliid, 
and also for the mills then being built at Waltham, 
Blassachusetts. But finding that there was not 
sdlicient power to carry on so much business, the 
mmufneture of mill machiuery was discontinued 
here, and removed elsewhere. At a later day ma. 
chinery for wool-carding m u  introduced, thus re- 
lieving tlie wives and daughters fmm the carding 
by hand, leaving tile spiuning and wenviug for the 
occupation of tlieir leisure hours. But the march 
of ilnprovement was still onward ; and in 1845 the 
water-rights that in 1821 or 1822 were deemed 
uisufficient to run a grain-mill witli two or three 
run of stones, and a s m l l  triphammer for the forg- 
ing of spindles and the manufacture of otl~er ma- 
chinery employing two men, were p u r c l d  by 
Mr. hmory Maynard, William H. Knight, Esq., of 
Saxonville, a carpet manufacturer, being associated 
with him. Mr. IGiigIlt had sold his water-righh 
to tlie city of Boston for a valuable considerntion, 
tliereby securing the water of Long Pond, or m e  
Cochituate, for the citizens of Boston. 



The yorka , now mnstitutiug the Assabet Mills 
rere commeuced in July, 1846, all the water- 
rights supposed to be necessary having been se- 
cured the p d n g  seasoo. The {lam was built, 
3 r d  a qna l  dug, turning the water from its regular 
channel. into its preser~t reservoir. Tlie dam and 
superstructure where the mills now stand were com- 
pleted, so that buildings were erected arid work 
commenced ill the n~ills in the spring of 1847, cur- 
liets and carpet p r n s  to the value of $110,000 
being manufactured the first year. 

The water privileges of the Ass~bet hiills, i ~ r  
clnde, besides solne two liu~idrcd ncres on tlie 
river, four hundred acres at Fort hleadow Reser- 
voir in Marlborougli, and three hu~~dred acres at 
Boon's Pond atid Barn's-horn JIeado~r, in Stow 
and Hudson ; and tlie works liare in use nnd hold 
in reserve stam-power estimated at 4,350 horses. 

Additions lu~d improvements liave beeu made 
co~~tulually to the present time. hi $852 hlr. 
Knight, being quite advanced in Fears, retired from 
the firm, and Nr. 3Iaynad carried on operations 
alone, gradually cbmging the niacliinery to the 
ma~~ufadure  of blankets nnrl fla~uiels, until in 
1862, steam-pver having bee11 added, a stock 
company was formed, uitli a capital of 8 200,000, 
that has bee11 irmmsecl as occ;~sioti required. At 
present no cnrpets or blankets nre made, and the 
pleoductions are tiauuels, casshneres, arid cloths, to 
the value of 51,800,000 per Tar. The mills liave 
riow sixty ,sets of \voallen macliiner~, corisumi~ig 
3,500,000 plulds of wool per year. 

The number of emplo!.ees is about five hundred 
and forty males and three hu~~dred and thirty fe- 
males, wit11 a py-roll of S275,OUO per Fear. The 
mills rank the third ill size nnd capacity in the 
state, uld are mid to equal an!. in Sew Ensland 
i the qualit!. of their productions. Tlie present 
capital stock is $600,000. 

Other idustries of the town are tlie paper-mills, 
first built bv William ?day, for the manufacture 
of p 3 p r  by'liaud, about the year 1820. After- 
4 s  they passed into the b u d s  of Jol111 Sawyer, 

. . 

who introduced some new rnrchiwq; but k was 
not very successful, and the mills soon passed h t o  
the hands of T\'illiarn Parker, Esq., of Boston, a d  
at his decease tiis son, William T. Parker, sac- 
ceeded him. Tlie mills have been burned some 
three or more times, and, owing to the depressiw 
of that, bra~icl~ . of i~idustry, lmve laill idle a large 
11roportion of tlie time for seved.years. They sre 
now manufacturu~g wall-paper, employing some 
tell persons, and ~nnking about one ton per dayJ 
of the value of 340,000 per year. 

There are two cider and vinegar rnanufactoria, 
making about two thousand hrrels per jenr. . 

The staple productiou of the fnrmers of the town 
is milk, n large proportioil k i n g  sold in ihe vil- 
lage, alid some forty tlioasn~id sum sent to the 
Boston market yearly. 

The first cliurcb in tlie town was organized 6 t h  
ten members, September 23, 1853, and called,Th& 
Evangelical Ur~ion Church. Mr. George W. Fro&, 
a licentiate of the 3letliodist Episcopal Church, 
was acting pnstor until hlay, 1854, when B v .  Ji 

K. Deeri~ig succeeded him. In May, 1856, &v. 
A. BCorton was installed. He mns dismissed ia 
hhy, 1859, and was, in turn, succeeded by Bsv. 
E. P. Tenney, Rev. F. I\'allnce, Rev. A. H. Fletcler, 
Rev. Tl~omas Aller~der, and Rev. 0. Hall as acting 
pastors until October, 1867, when the Ilev. T. D. 
P. Stone was instnlled, and dismissed in June, 
1870. Since tlie~i Rev. TVebster Hazlesood, Rev. 
E. S. Huntress, Rev. B. P. Sl~eire, and Rev. 8. 9. 
Jfathe\vs liave been octi~ig pnstors. At present 
Rev. C. E. I\lilliken, Intel? from Littleton, New 
IInmpshire, fills tile place. The Ifethodists lmve 
a conve~iie~it chapel, wit11 the Rev. A. C. Godfmy 
as pastor. Tlie Catholic society have-a neat cliu&, 
St. Bridget's, wit11 Rev. 31. J. VcCall rw pastor. 

Glennood Cemetery was laid out in 1871, and 
by the united efforts of tlie ladies of the townit  
has bee11 beantificd by tlie lilanting of a variety 
of trees a~id flowering slirubs, n good well of water, 
arrd a neat artistic corcritig for the same.'. Tbe 
Catl~olics also have a pretty cemetery of their own. 



IKE most of our towns,. the 
outline of lfedford on the map 
is quite irregular. Its greatest 
length is about three miles and 
a w, and its greatest width is 
about the same. Its northern 
boundary line, inclined some- 
what to the northwest and 
mtheast, 'is upoti Stoneham. 
Its eastern boundary is upoti 
Somerville, and reaches to JIys- 

tia Bived. Its southern line, very irregular in 
form,hding alwhps towards the northwest, crosses 
the river at a point about a mile from its mouth, 
teea continues on the Somerville line, and crosses 
agaip to the nortli bank near tlie crossing of the 
Boston and Lowell Railroad. It then follows tlie 
edst bank of the river (here flowing south) with 
Arlingtou opposite, till it reaches Xystic Pond. 
Tfte east shore of the pond is Medford's wvest boun- 
dary to the line of Vihchejter, when the line turns 
a d  runs due east for nearly a mile and then north- 
asf to Stonelurn line again. 

Subshtially, these have always bken the bounds 
of thetomn; Qtoneham was a part of Charlestown 
until December 17, 1725, as was Somerville until 
March 3, 184 2. Arliugton, formerly West Cam- 
bridge, war formed from Cambridge nnd Charles- 
town. ' 

In 1754, according to Brooks, lfedford peti- 
tioned for and obtained an enlargement both at the 
north ,and the south, at the expense of Charles- 
tom. The river seems then to be the south bound 
of Mdfod, Irbd the land then added seems to have 
comprised the tams of Mr. Smith, James Tufts, 
Jonathan Tuffs, and Colonel Royal ; and probably 
it embrad  all of 3Iedford now lgiilg south of the 
river. Meclford then contained only about 2,000 
acres. -In 1817 some land w& set off from l h l -  
den to JIedford. In 1875 n part of Everett was 
mnexed, and in 1877 a pnrt of Medford was given 
to Malden. 

Medford hss no ponds within its limits ; and the 

river m i v e s  but two M three little tributaries, m 
Wiitmore's Brook, Sleeting-house Brook, Winter 
Brook, etc. The mod noted hill is Pine Hill, neat 
Spot Pond, thoeh the surface is very.much diver- 
sified, and numerous ranges of hills abound. 

The origin of the name of JIedford is unknown. 
No t o m  or hamlet of the nnme appears. in the 
English gazetteers now. In Dudley's letter to the 
Countess of Lincoln, dated March 28, 1631, he 
states that the new-comers were obliged to '' pl~n t  
dispersedly . . . . some of , us upon Mistick, 
which-we named Meadford." I t  seems, however,' 
that Governor Cradock was a cadet of the family 
at Caverswall in Staffordshire, and that very near 
there nns a hamlet called i\Iayford, but formerly 
spelt Jfetford. Cdock's widow aud daughter 
describe their lands in, Sew England as '' in our 
manor of Uetford in New England." ' Again r e  
notices that the of Maidford, now Towcester, 
in Northamptonsliire, England, war ~ U e d  Ned- 
ford in the seventeenth century. Either of the* 
may have given a name to our town, es@y ai 
Dudley was born in Northampton. 

The t o m  is fint pentioned in 'o i i  records'of 
the General Court, September 28, 1630, wh& 
3Leadford is- tased ES.  I t  is accordingly &nsid- 
dered as the seventh town in the state in chrono- 
logical order. 
Brooks states that about 1680 the hhabitanta 

petitioned for an act of incorporation and weie 
answered by the General Court that the town had 
been incorpornted under a geuernl act in 1630, and 
could at any time organize and choose a tepresenta- 
tive. He adds that Stephen Willia was e lec ted 'n~  

' resentative February 25, 1684. But the printed 
records of the leelature contain no such answer, 
nor is any deputy recorded from Medford during 
the time of the fint charter, that is, nntil 1686. 

The General Court did pass a vote,' October 16, 

I 
1684, m follows : In answer to the petition of 

1 See N. 6. H i d o h l  ul O d u g i t d  Rqidu, X. 981. 
Oor ~thority is Tke Gmltyt3 (London, 1879). 111. S S .  

I ' Printed Recordr. V. 436. 



Mr. Natllsniel Wade and Peter Turns, in behalf of 1 Bfedford, a very fertile and pleasant place, and fit 
the inhabibts of l ~ d f o r d ,  tlie Court judgeth i t  
meete to grant the petitioners requet, and declares 
that 1Zeadford llath been and is a peculiar, and 

1 Brooks, 01. 
' That Governor Cmdak's plantation nos atiblisbcd prior 
*k l4 rm,,, ,* pm.rding, of on in- 

quest taken from the colony morct of that date : - 
" A j u q  i m p e l k d  to inquire eotinrnink the death of Amten 

Brstcher . . . . dying lntely ot Mr. Cradock's Plantntion," nd- 
j*ed V&er Palmer guilty of nunsluphtcr. The dote of this 
a- *,,, u,,m be oun. of mbu 7 ad 

for more inhabitants than are yet in it." 
Again, p. 41, he writes : - 
( I  ' h e  neat town is 31istick, which is three miles 

in, and at lust she a e n t a ~ r a ~ ,  and lie returned safe 
lionie, his rerval~ts having bee11 much perplexed 
for him, and liaviilg walked nbout, and shot off 
pieces, and hallooed in the niglit, but he heard 
tilem 

Assin, under date of February 7, 1631 f32, we 
&ptaDLcrOS-SR filid : - 

]nth power as other toms, as to prudentials, kc." I from C'liarlestow~r by land, and a league and a half 
In fact, the views expressed by Frotlliugliam / by water. I t  is seated by tlie water's side very 

of Chrkstoton, 70 - 92) seem ciitirel!. cor- , plepsaiitly ; *there are iiot lnnny h o ~ s s  a6 yet. A t  
nct. Nedford wns a plaiitation rather than a torn I tlie head of this river are great and spacious pondq 
until the date of the new charter. Its r e ~ o d s  be- wliitlier the alewives press to spami. This being 
ginwith the first Nondaj of February, 1677, when , a noted place for that kind of fish, the English 
"Joseph Waile, Joli~i Hall, and Stephen Killis resort hither to take them. 011 the rest si& of 
wen chosen selectmen for ordering of the affairs / this river tlie Governor has a farm, where he k~eep  
of the p~aklutiou for tile year ensuiiig." ' 

It is indisputable that the first establishment of 
Medford came from the grant in 1634, by the 
General Court toBIattliew Crad~ck .~  He is thought 
to have own$ some 3,500 acres; and though he 
never came to New England, he sent his servants 
and supplied them with moiley to build a I~ousa, a 
shipyard, a bhdge, and to make other improve- 
rnents. Wood writes to this effect in 1634. After 
Cradock's deatli, liis widow and daaglitqr, in 1652, 
sold their lalid to Edward Collins. In 1656 Col- 
hns sold the house and 1,600 acres of tlie land to 
Richard Bussell of Charlestown ; and in 1661 the 

lnost of his cattle. On the east side is AIr. Crad- 
dock's plantation, where he has impaled a p r k ,  
wliere he keeps his cattle, till lie can store it with 
deer. Here, likewise, lie is at charges of building 
ships. The last year, one was upon the stocks of 
a huildred tons; that being finished, they are to 
build one twice lier burden. SliipsJ'\Fitliout either 
ballast or losdiiig, may float down this  rive^; other-, 
wise, the oysterbank would hinder them which 
cmssetli tlie channel." 

In Wintlirop's Jotrrnal, page 74, Vol. I., of *e . 
editioti of 1853, we fiird the following passage : - 

Tlie governor, being at liis farm-house nt Mis- 
latter sold the house and 1,200 acres to Joiiatlian tick, walked out after supper, and took a piece in , I Kade.' It1 1677 the Russell heirs sold 350 acres 
to Peter Tufts. Collins seems later to have sold a 
farm of 500 pcres, one eighth going to Caleb Ho- 
bart aF Braintree (who gold, iu 1675, to his brotlier- 
m-law, John Whitmore of Bfedford), and other p r t s  
to Stepl~eu Willis or Willowes (ailother brother- 
in-law), Job11 Poulter (step-son of, Whitmore), 
Thomas Willis, and John Hall. Thus a family 
settlement ,spraug up at  this point. In 1660 Col- 
liris sold 400 acres to Tliomas Brooks and Timotliy 
Wheeler. 
The &ring extracts will give some idea of the 

early d e m e n t  at 'Medford. Wood's New Ettg- 
land's Prorpect (Prince Society edition, p. 43) lias 
the following descriptions, which we modernize in 
m ~ ~ i n g -  

"Towards the nortliwest of this bay is a great 

his hand, supposing he might see a wolf, (for they. 
came daily about tile house, and killed swine and 
calves, ctc. ;) and, being about half a mile off, it . 
grew suddenly dark, so as, in coming home, he 
mistook his patli, and went till he came to a little 
liouse of Sagamore John, which stood empty. 
Tliere lie stayed, and having a piece of match ill 

his pocket, (for lie aljvnys carried about him n;rtcli 
and a compss, and in summer saake-weed,) .he 
made a good fire near the liouse, and lay down 
upon some old mats, which he found there, and so 
spent tlie riiglit, sometimes getting wood, bub co@ 
not sleep. I t  was (tlirougli God's mercy) a -nnn 
niglit ; but n little before dny it began to ?ill, 811d 
l~aving no cloak, he made sliift by a long pole to . 

climb up into tlie house. In the morning, then 
cnnlc tliitl~er an Indim squaw, but perceiving her 

creek, upon whose shore is situated the village of before she liad opened tlie door, he bnrred her out; I yet she r t v d  there n great cliile e s q i n g  to get 
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" The governour, Jlr. Nowell, Mr. Eliot, ' and 
others, qrent over Histick River at JIedford, and 
going N. nnd by E. amolig the rocks about two or 
three miles, they came to a very g m ~ t  pond, Inv- 
ing in the mid& an islnnd of about one acre, and 
very thick with trees of pine and beech; nnd the 
pond lied divers snrall rocks, standing up liere and 
then in it, wliiclr they tlrcrefore called Spot Pond. 
Tltey weiit all about it upon tlie ice. From thence 
(towards the N. IV. nbout half a mile,) tlrey came 
to the top of n very liigll rock, benentli which, 
(towads the N.) lies a goodly plain, part open 
larid, and p r t  woody, from whence there is a fair 
prospect, but it b e i ~ ~ g  then close and miny, they 
could see but n small distance. Tliis plnce they 
called Cheese Rock; bemuse, when tlrey weat to 
eat .somewhnt, they had only cheese, (tlie govern- 
onr's man forgetting, for haste, to put up some 
bread) ." 

John Dunton visited JIedfonl in 1696, and writes 
a tri0e about it? He says lie " took Sanctuary 
in n Publick, where tliere was extra-ordiuary g o d  
Cyder, and tho' I Incl n't sucli n Noble Treat as at 
Captain Jenner's; yet with the Cjder and such 
ot6er Entertainment as the House afforded (to- 
gether with my Landlord nnd my Landlady's good 
Company), I ~nnde a very pretty thing on 't." 
'' By thb  time, the rain was over, tho' i t  still 

d n ' d  Cloudy; and tlrerefore I thought it was 
best taking Time by tlie Fore-lock, and go back 
to Bosto~t while it Iield up, tliere being nothing 
remarkable to be seen at Jledford, which is but a 
small Village, cousisting of a few Houses." 

Captain Francis Goelet was here in 1750. In 
his journal' he writes : " P n s d  tlirougli Mis- 
tick, which is a small town of about a hundred 
LO&, pleasantly situated ; nenr to whicli is n fine 
country seat belongiug to Mr. Isanc Royall, being 
oue of the gmndest in Nortli America." 

The fact that the references are so few is a proof 
tlmt Medfod was an exceptio~lally quiet place, with 
few nttmctions to trnvellers. On this poiirt a most 
competent critic8 writes as follows : - 
" Of so flourishing o town ns Jiedford, the set- 

tlement of rliich L d  been made na early ns that 
of any other, except Clmrlwtoa~~, in tlrc by, it is 
remarkable thnt the enrly history is very meagre. 
From several statements of its proportion of tlie 

1 W l c r a  fma Nno EwgIand, pp. 154. 155. 
Printed in Nero England Hirlon'cal and Gerrulqicel R e .  

br, Vol. XXIV. p. 38. 
8 Q.nge, Knthrop'a Joxrul, 11. 193. 

public charges in the colony rates, it must be con- 
cluded that it was, within the &st eight years, 
superior in wealth at different timm to Newbury, 
Ipswich, Hi ngl~nm, IVey mouth, dl nnciellt toaus, 
furnished a i r  11 regular ministers. Yc~t the ~rumber 
of peoplc am certaiely small ; and tlie weight of 
the t ax  wns probably bor11e by the property of 
Governor Cnclock, there i~lvested for fisl~it~g and 
other purposes. When tlnt establish~nent was with- 
drawn, I suppose t l ~ c  town Innpished marry years. 
Simoii Brndstreet and James W q e s  prenchd. Tlre 
couserluences of their subsequent destitutio~i of the 
best means of religion were very unhnp1)y. The 
town vns pmrly inhabited, the ~wople much clivided, 
occnsionally prosecuted for their deficiencies, slid 
long in a miserable coadition. A long period 
of happiness at lnst arrived in tlie times of Turell 
and Osgod;  and, for more than a century, Med- 
ford has appeared one of the most thriving villages 
in the vicinity of Boston." 

The families connected with the town during the 
first century from its foundntio~~ were those of 
Wnde, Hall, Willis, Brooks, *hitmore, Tufts, 
Fmncis, Bnclshair., Symmes, bynll,  Blnnchard, and 
Seccomb. Desce~idants of most of these still re- 
main in the t o m  or its vicinity. Boston lraving 
in this cnse, as ill many others, drnwn largely from 
its nunl neighbors. 

It~dian Histor-. -The renowned Sachem of the 
Pnwtuckets was Nanepnshemit, who removed from 
Lyiiu, in 1615, and took up his abode on 1Ciystic 
River, \vliere he was killed in 1619. During his 
short and eventful d e n c e  in Medford his house 
was placed on Rock Hill, where lie could best 
wntch canoes in the river. 

The histories represent him as living i Medford, 
not far from the river or ftom the pond, axld on 
the tops of hills.' Thii emineut Grand &cliem m 
the father of Sagamore Jolin of Mystic, Sagamore 

1 In connection with ncrat direo~rria of Indian rcauim in 
3IeUord, it is intcmtiug to refer to what Jir. Brooks np in hir 
histow. 

" Remnants of ths Indim8 tribes were common tiU the begin- 
ning of the present e c n t y .  In 3ledlonl they lived in Turkey 
S m p .  So lute m n  .r our day farmcn in 3Idlord ham 
ploughed up stone arrow-heads, stone drills, and other Indian 
werpna nnd loola. No Imdiin neeroplia har yet been d i m -  
ered, though one probably exists on the bortkn of our poad." 

The lollowi~~p, co~~ltuuriatcd by Professor M a d d l  of W 
College, curio~uly corroborates Brooks' conjecture. -Be. 

"Couaor HI& Nor. 9 lW9. 
"Some yean ago Mr. Simms, ths pmcnt ruperintendeq of the 

Mystic Water-\Vorks. &my attention to mme human bons 
whih hs had discovered aeu the mod lndiuy from Cub Stmet 
b tha engine-botue. On visiting the phee md d i w g  ale 



James of Lynn, aud Sagamore George of Salem. 
George f i ~ d l y  became Sachem of tllc Pawtuckets. 

After the death of Kanepshemit, his wife, as 
queen and sqnaw sachem, reigned. She married 
Webcoujt, the pllysician of the tribe, "its pow- 
wow, priest, witch, sorcerer, and chirurgeon." In 
1637 the Squaw Saclieln deeded a tract of land iu 
Uusketaquid (Coucord). I n  1639 she deeded a 
tnct to Chrlestown (nor Somenille) ; also mother 
tract to Jotham Gibboii of Bostoa. l'his last deed 
is as folloras : - 

"This testifies that I, the Sachem which have 
right and pqwtk io~  of the ground which I re- 
send from, Charlestown and Cambridge, nl~icli 
lies against t-he Ponds of Misticke ritli the said 
ponds, I do freely give to Jotllalu Gibbon, his 
he.- executors, and assigus for ever ; not willing 
to hare him or his disturbed h the said gift after 
my death. And. this I do witl~out seekiag too of 
him or any of his, but I receiving Inmy kind- 
news of them, and willing to acknowledge their 

nnmtions, we direorered the skeletons of m adult +nd of an 
inlrnt within a few i n c h  of the surface, the head, in each in- 
sttan, turned toward the west. 

"At that time it nu not snnpeeted that they were Indian re- 
, yinr, md w t b n g  mure was thought of the matter -uutil last 

mtb, rben Mr. ~ i m m  ngain b r ~ & ~ t  me n few bonu rud o 
~pceimco of d ochre which had been d u ~  c~p umr the place 
rbm the skeletous h d  been previouly discovered. 

" A  new rod has been constructed tbe p m n t  j a r ,  lending 
more dvrrtly from the memoir on the top of hl legc Hill to the 
Pmdpinp Works on the JIptic, rud a t the  juuction of this with 
th .old d the workmen corned in n~aking a sidewalk found 

' ttphi o r  ten qkddons of adults, within a foot of the surface, tho 
brads dl,p!aecd toward the rat. The bonee were for fie mat 
put quite ftqile, only a feu of the longest being strong enongh 
to 'hear m o d  from the clayey wil in which they \vere em- 
bcddal. The molar teeth w m  wry much Worn down, though 
otbvrirc in ucdknt pmewrtion. 

" Nar oue of the largcrt skeletons ru found more than a p x k  
of md oihre, that 1.y k i r  originally deposited in wme m e p i ~ e l e  
-perhapa a M e t  -'which had a cirrnlar form. 

".Underneath the rame skeleton was dug out n fine done chisel, 
mrde of dark prl~hyry,  whose length ia about six inches and its 
breadth ahoat two inches on the cutting dp. This is preserved 
in t '  museum of Tufts Collge. 

" A,few stone arrow-had4 picked up near the m a i n s ,  together 
6 t h  the discovery of the stone chisel nnd the red ochre, whirh 
uu Lk favorite war-pint of the Indians, would accm to iedic=tc 
strongly that this is the necropolis of the .\lcdfod ludians, wltore 

many kindnesses by this small gift to their son, 
J o t l m  Gibons. 
" Wituess my hand, t l~c  13th of 11 mo., 1656. 

" The SQUA SACHEM mark& 
" \ \ T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  0 marke. 

"Witness, EDUUSD QUINCY." 
Another grant, by tlie " Squa Sachem of hiistick," 

of lalids bonleril~g on JIedford, is as follows : - 
" Tlie 15th of the Ztl ino., 1639 : Wee, Web- 

&set and Squa Sachem, do sell unto the inhabi- 
tants of tlie towne of CharIestowl~e a11 the land 
within the liue granted them by the h u r t  (except 
ing tlie farmes alld the ground on the west of the 
two great poi&, called Misticke Ponds), from the 
soutl~ side of Ur. Xowrll's lott, mere the upper 
end of t l~e  ponds, unto the little runnel that cometh 
from b p t .  Cook's mills, tvllich the &lua reserveth 
to tlieir use, for her life, for the 111diaas to plant 
and liunt upon, aud the weare above the ponds 
tliey also reserve for. the ludiaus to fish at  whiles 
tlie Syua li\,etli; and, after the death of &pa 
Sachem, she dotli leave all her L ~ d s ,  from Mr. 
NuyhueJs 'lrouse to neere Salem, to tlie ' present 
Governor, Mr. John \Yiatlirop, sen., Mr. I n c w  
Nowell, Mr. Jolili \Tillson, 31r. Edward Gibqns, 
to dispose of, and nll Ilidians to demrt: and, for * - 
sattisfaction froln Charlestowl~e, wee acknowledge 
to have received, in full -sattisfaction, twenty and 
one coates, llinten fatlioin of wampon, and three 
busllels of corn. In witness whereof, we have here . 
uuto sett o'r llands the day altd year above ilamed. ' 

" Tlle mark of SQUA SACHEM, m'c. 
" Tlie mark of \VEB-COWET,'~." 

This queen died in JIedford before 1668, an 
appdrs from the following documents in the second 
volume of JIiddlesex Registry of Deeds : - 

" Jlr. Francis Xortoa and Kicholrrs Davison 
(Mr. Crntlock's agent) do, in the name of the in- 
habitants of Chnrlestorrlr, lay chin1 to the tract of 
h i d  reserved to Squa SHclieln during lier lifetime, 
and sllicll is at present ~mssessed and improved by 
Tllolnns Gleisot~ of Cliarlesto~rn ; this land bounded 
011 the enst b~ Jlvstic Pol~tl, on tlle \vest by Cam- 
bridge Commo~~, 011 the sout.11 by tlie land of Mr. 
Cooke, on the 11ortl1 formerly ill the possessioll of 

cristcnac brd bcen supectd,  but eonld not be detcrtni~led until , 3Ir. Illcrease Sonell. 
these crmyrtiour for a biphwq had been made thruu~h it. I " Tlris detnand and claim ans lnde  in the person " I ~ J  beption is on tb t  uortbrnt  slope of Collcge tlill. a b u t  I 
,,,drrrJ ktueeo i,, #-it ,he ~ , . , ~ i ~  ~ i , , ~ ~ ,  the junctioll I of Joll~i Fcilncll and Jlr. \\-illiam Sims, the 25th 
of the-two mrdr lading from ~ u r t i r ~ ~ t r e r t  to the eunine-hour I of March. 1662. at tile housr? of 'l'llolnas Gleison. - - -~ ~ - ~-~ 

of tbe Upstic water-\~o&s. 
- 

" V i t b  great m i &  I ma 
I " ~ u t e k d  29lh of Narcll, 1662, by T. Danfortl~. 

" Yonn very truly, I " Sigued, Jolcx FENXELL. 
"JOIIN P. .\~AY~HALL." i " \VU. SIUMES." 



Sagamom Johu, whose Indian name was Won* 
haqunliarn, lived in lledfod, and probably occu- 
pied nt times the house of his fntller. He was 
friendly to our nticeston; he gave them permis- 
sion to settle, and a f t e n d s  apprised tliem of tlie 
premeditated assault of the unfriendly Indinns. 
He died in Bledford, December 5, 1633. 

The following nffidnvits refer to grants of lnnd at 
an early date : - 

fg The testintony of Benjamin Crispe, aged about 
81 years. Testifieth nnd mith thnt about twenty- 
sir years agoe, Squn Sachem told mee often times, 
that shee had given unto Jotham Gibbons 500 
icm or mom of had, lying tieer tile brooke, tlint 
now gas by the Name of Capt. Cooke's brooke, 
which said h d  has a house built upi i  [it] long 
since, and part of the said Lnnd fensed in; nnd 
further this Deponent saitli thnt Jlnjor Gibbons 
p o d  the whole Lnnd, for his sonne Jotham 
Gibbons about 26 yean agoe, and further tliis 
Deponent saith that Bfajor Gibbons would have 
had mee improove this Land that now is in contrg- 
versie for his sonlie, Jotlinm Gibbons, and sent by 

- his men- unto mee to fenae in the said Lnnd, and 
this was about the time above paid. ~hrls-tome;, 
17,10, 1669. 

fg S r o m  in Court as nttesh 
ff  THO^ - D'FOBTB, l2mrdct.F. 

testimony of Rielurd ~ k r s ,  Benjnmin 
Crtpe and Garret Church, Testifieth nnd saith that 
Mr. Thomas Mayhew lived nt*Ilis&ck a l h  Bled- 
ford in the yean, one thoband six h u n d d  thirty 
and six. Charis-Tome the 17th of the loth, 1663. 
" Srorne in Conrt ns nttests ,- 

st THOXAS DANFORTE, Record&." 

"1, Thomas Clyvars, do further testify tllat f 
was sent to those Gentlemen bi a resignation of 
this land now in contrownie d no other. Charls- 
tome, 17, 10, '62. 
" Sworne in Court tu attests . 

"Taoxis D~TSPOBTH, R.',:, 

"I, Joseph Hills, aged about 60 pares, testify 
that about 1638, Jfr. Davimn lived at Blendford 
how,  who sl~eued me the accomodations of tlie 
farme, being about to tnka the snid fame and stock 
of him and Cnptnine Will. Ting ; and I testify that 
Mr. Mayhew did not tlien dwell nt Mendford house 
to thc best of my Kno\rledge. 17, 10, 1662. 

ff Acknowledged in Court by the party ns attests 
'' THOMAS DANFORTH, R." 

An easy transition from thcse records lends as 
to consider the old llouses which have been a pnrt 
of the history of the toan. 

The old two-story brick house in East Mcdford, 
on Ship Street, is one of tlie most precious relics 
of antiquity in New England. That it wns built by 
Mr. Cradock soon after the nmval of his company 
of carpenters, 6shernien, and fanners, is abundnntly 
proved. I t  has been called tlie Fort and the Gnr- 
rison HOU*, because its ~ralls were so thick, nnd 
because it l i d  close outside sliutten nnd port-holes. 
I t  is oertninly well placer1 for a house of defence. 
I t  is on hnd sliglitly elevated, rliere no higller 
lnnd or rocks could be used b~ enemies to asmil 
it, and is so nenr tbe river ns to allow of rehforce- 
ments from Boston. Its walls are eighteen incl~es 
thick. There were llenvy iron ban across tlie two 
large nrched windows, ahicl~ a n  near the ground, 
in the bock of tlie Imuse; and tliere are several 
fim-prbof closets within tlie building. Tlie house 
stood 'in ?n open field for a century and n half, 
and could be approached o~ily by n privnte mad 
through gates. ' As t l ~  outside door was cased 
witll'iron, it is certain tlmt it rns intended to be 
fire-proof. Tlrerc,was one pane of glass, set in 
iroi!, placed id the b c k  wall of tlie -tern cliim- 
ney,  so,^ tu a&&a sight of persons coming from 
tlre tom. 
- sc iiZle briclurak not English bricks either in size, 
color, or' workmansip. ' Tliey are from eight to 
eigh(nnrl9 lnlf i!iches long, from four to four and 
a q y k r  inches wid& nud from two and n qunrter 
to two and t11ree'~uarten i~wlies thick. They linve 
the ~ l o r  of the bricks made nftemrds in Enst lid- 
ford. ' They are hastily made, but very we11 bunid. 
They am not like the Euglish bricks of the Old 
South Church in Bostoo. Tlie lioua 1139 under- 
gone fern changes. Mr. Francis Sl~edd, rho bought 
it about fifty years ago, f o w l  the east end so de- 
cayed nnd leaky tlnt he took a part of it down 
and rebuilt it. There is_ a tradition thnt in early 
times Indians rere discovered lurking orouud it 
for several dnys and nights, nnd that a skirmish 
took place be tmn them and the white men ; but 
we have not bein able to verify the facts or fix the 
date. 

"The park impnled by Mr. Crndock probably in- 
cluded this liouse. I t  is undoubtedly one of the 
oldest buildings in the United States; perlinps tlie 
oldest that retains its first form. 

The other old brick liouw, built probnbly about 
the same time nnd by tlie same persons, wns not 
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largc. It stood about five hundred feet north of 
Sliip Street, and about five hundred feet west of 
Park Stmt., opposite Mr. Nagoun's shipyard, 
and was taken down m y  years ago by that gentle- 
man. 

"The third howe was built by Major Jonathan 
Wok, who died ill 1689. I t  was sometimes called, 
like tlie other two, a fort, and is yet standiag in 
good repair, and used as a comfortable residence. 
It is seen from tlie main street 3s we look up the 
Governor's Lane. Its walls are very thick, and it 
is oruamented with m~lnt have bee11 called port- 
holes. TThen first built it was only half its p m -  
ent size; tlie ddditio~~ was made by Benjnrnin Hall, 
Eq., about seventy-five years ago." 

The h j a l l  House, so called from having once 
been occupied by Colonel Royall, is of course of 
lejs a~~tiquity, but it is of interest as a specimen 
of the style in which the rich men lived in tlie 
colonial period. Tile present aspect of tlie place 
is thus described by Mr. Dnke  : - 

"The brick quarters which t l~e  slaves occupied 
are situated on the south side of tlie mansion and 
front upon the courtprd, one side of wliicli they 
enclose. These have renlai~led uncliaaged, and are, 
we believe, tile h s t  visible relics of slavery in New 
England. The dcep fireplace allere tile blacks 
prepared their food is still there, and t l ~ e  roll of 
skres has certainly been called in sight of Bunker 
Hill, tliouglr never 011 its summit. 

"At either end of the builtling the brick ~vall, 
furnished wit11 a pair of stout cl~imnejs, rises above 
the pitched roof. Tile cor~~ice and conlers are 
relieved by ornamental \rod-work, wliile tile west 
face is panelled, and furt11cr decorated \ritli fluted 
pilasters. On tliis side, too, the original windows 

seen. 
" Tl~e Iloyoll House stood in t l ~ e  midst of grounds 

laid out in elegant taste, aud embellished aitli fruit- 
trees and shrubbery. Tl~ese grounds were s e p -  
wed from tlie Iiigl~way by a low brick wall now 
demolislied. The gatewav opening upon tile grand 
avenue was flaaked by ~vooden posts. F:~rtl~er to 
the rigl~t mas t l~c  carria$--drive, on eitl~er sidc of 
p'hich stood massive stone gate-posts, as aoticlne 

a~pmraoce as au>tl~iug a h a t  tile oltl rnansion. 
Sevelltv paces back from tlie road, along t l~e  broad 
gnvelled walk, bol-dewd aith bos, brings ~ o u  to 
the door. 

"Behind the house, as \re view it, was an en- 
dosed gaden of L l f  an acre or more, \\-it11 walks, 
fruit, and rr summer-house at t l~e  fartlier extremit~. 

No doubt this was the favorite resort of the family 
and their guests. 

" Tl~is summer-house, a veritable curiosity in its 
way, is placed upon an artificial mound, with two 
terraces, and is reached by broad flights of red 
sandstone steps. I t  is octagonal in form, with 8 

bell-shaped roof, surmounted by a cupola, on which 
is placed a figure of Mercury. 

" ITithout lingering iu the hall of entrance far- 
ther than to mark the elaborately mrved balusten, 
and the panelled wainscot, \re passed into the suit 
of apartments at the right hand, the reception- 
rooms proper of t l ~ e  house. These were divided 
in two by on arch, in \vliicIl folding-doors were 
concealed ; and from floor to ceiling tile walls wen' 
panelled in wood, the panels being of single pieces, 
some of them a ynrcl in breadth. In the rear 
apartment, and opening to the north, were two 
alcoves, each flauked by fluted pilasters on which 
rested an arc11 enriclied with mouldings and carved 
ornaments. Each recess had a window furnished 
aitli seats, so inviting for n tete-a-tbte, where the 
ladies of tlie household sat with their needlework; 
these windows sere sealed up iu minter. The 
heavy cornice formed an elaborate finish to this 
truly elegant saloon. 

" Tlie second floor was furnished with four cham- 
bers, all openiug on a spacious and airy hall. Of 
tliese tlle nortl~west mom only demands spcial de- 
scription. I t  had alcoves similar to those already 
mentioned in the apartment underneath, but in- . 
stead of panels tile \\.all3 sere finisl~ed above the 
\vainscot wit11 a coVerillg of leather on ahicli were 
embossed, in gorgeous colors, flowers, birds, pago- 
das, and t l ~e  co~~co~i~i tants  of a Cliinese paradise. 
011 tliis side the origillal ~rindo\vs, with the small 
gliiss iu~d 11eii1.y frames, still remain." 

Biafit~.q~liaReil Cit izo~s.  -The most noted citi- 
zen of Jledford in tlic early p r t  of the eighteenth 
ccntury was iindoubtedl~ Jolni Usher. He' in- 
l~erited col~sitlenble money from l~is  father, and 
increased it I)! succcssfi~l busiaess, first as a book- 
seller nl~d afteraqrds in foreign trade. He was 
n coniisellor l~ntlcr D~ldle?, and counsellor and 
treasurer under .111dros. He was a son-in-law of 
that Sa1nnc.1 .\lh.a, a Lontlon merchaat, wl~o bought 
out the claims of the Mason lieirs to t l~e  pro- 
prietoml~ip of Sew Iliilnpsl~ire. Usher was made 
lieuteaant-governor tllerr ill 1692, and was thence- 
forward engaged ill endless controversies aith the 
set tiers. 

11~~11 of l~ i s  corrcspndcnce wit11 the Home 
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Odia reamins, and quotations'will be found in the 
fourth volume of Palfrey's history. This author 
writ& : "Usher's wait of persolla1 dignity provoked 
grolrs affronts. . . . . His invariable style of s p k -  
ing and writing had a ludicrous peculiarity, consist- 
ing partly' in the omission of connecting words. 
The following is a specimen of his characteristic 
manner : ' Acts of Parliament ought not to be laws 
for plantations, unless hnd representatives in Pnr- 
liament, if may write plainly, nre not for Engly 
bat. for commonwenlth governme~lt, which pray 
&a w.'" Lord Bellomont speaks of Usher's 
chokric temper, and, indeed, his administration 
rrs at n time and under circumstnnces cnlculnted to 
provoke the mildest temper; As the representative 
of the claimants of the soil under n royal grant, he 
imd to wage a ceaseless contest wit11 the actual set- 
tlers, - 6'.squatters," as they may be termed. 

He held ofice at iutervals, often going to Mas- 
mchnsetb or to England, until 1715, when he was 
displnced. Vaugltan wrote then': "We p r q  Lieu- 
tenant-Oovernor Usher may have his quietus, which 
he mid he had often written to England for. He 
complains his ofice is a burden to him, and so 't is 
a ,pity but both were' eased." 

He withdrew to Medford, when he died Septem- 
' ber 25, 1726. His widow sold his estate of 504 

acres and his hou.~, to Colonel Royal, December 
26, 1733, for t 10,350. 
. He left a son, Rev. John Usher (H. C. 1719), 
a clergyman at Bristol, 11. I., whose son was also 
ordained, and descendants are still living in that 
date. . An own cousin to Lieuteuant-Governor 
Usher was Robert Usher of Dunstable, r h o  left 
descendants, one of whom, Robert, moved to lied- 
ford, where he died in 1793. Of his sons, Rev. 
Junes M. Usher hns been prominent in political 
.fFairi, as has also Roland 0. Usher of Ljnn, 
late United States marshal1 for Massachusetts. 

In  1724 Medford acquired as its pnstor Rev. 
Ebenezer !hell. He was a clergyman of consid- 
erable note, an author in r smnll way, a clear- 
headed nnd meful Innu during ltis long ministry of 
o n r  fifty years. He opposed Whitefield and his 
revivals, but he n h  mote against witchcraft. He 
muried Jane, daughter of Rev. Betijamin Colmal~, 
and he printed biographies of l~ is  wife and his 
father-in-law. Mrs. Turell ans one of our fea 
American authoresses before the Revolution, nnd 
l e  was perhaps the most nble of them. Her me- 
moirs show that she poesessed a decided poetical 
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inclination; and her religious conrictionk, though 
strong, hnd not the morbid tendency so often sliown 
in the writing of that dnte. A century after her 
denth her poem were quoted and pmised in Black- 
t c d s  dlagazine, when any literary ability in an 
American \nu deemed a wonder. Both husband 
and wife may be ir~cluded among our notabili- 
ties. 

The following extracts from the Memoir of dirr. 
Tnrell present a fnir view of her character, aud 
indicate slightly her literary abilities. 

"Before her second Tenr was compleated she 
could slmk distinctly, braeir. her Letters, and could 
relate many Stories out of the Scriptures to the 
Satisfaction and Pleasure of the most Judicious. 
I have heard that Governour Dudley, with other 
Wise and Polite Gentlemen, have .plac'd her on 
a Tnble and setting rouncl i t  OWII'~ themselves 
diverted with her Stories. Before she waa four 
Years old (so strong auld tenncious nu her Mem- 
ory) she could, snp the greater Pnrt of the Assem- 
blyJs Catechism, many of the Psalms, some hundred 
Lines of the best Poetrp, read distinctly,,and make 
pertinent Remarks on many tliinp she read. 
" In this her Eleventh Year I find an Hymn fairly 

written by her, dated Jannary 4, 1718, Which I 
give you Verbatim. 

' I Fear the Gruat Eternal One above, 
The God of Grace the God of l o v e  : 
Ho to whom Semphims Hnllelu~jal's sing, 
bnd Angels do their Soup and P m k  brill%. 
Happy the Soul that does iu Heaven rat, 
Where with hi Snvior he is ever blest; 
With heavenly Jogs and Rapture is possest, 
No Tho'ts but of his God impirc his B m t .  
Happy are the? that a& in \Visdom Kap, 
That tread her Peths, and shim iu all her Rap.' 

" When I ms first iiclin'd (by the Motions of 
God's Providetlce nnd Spirit) to seek b r  Acquaint- 
ance (which was about t b  Time she entered her 
nineteenth Tear) I was surpriz'd and cllarmJd to 
find her so accomplisliJd. I found lrer in a good 
measure Mistress of the politest IVnters nnd their 
Works ; could p i n t  out the Beauties in them, a t~d  
lind made many of their best Tho'ts her o\m : And 
as she went into more free Conversation, she dis- 
cours'd how ndmirnbly on many Subjects ! c 

"An Invitatioll into the Country, in Imitation 
of Horace, left only in a rough Copy. 

'From the soft Shndes, nud from the balmy Sweeb 
Of Nedford's flon'ry Vales, and gmr~ Retreats, 
Your abseut Del i  to her Father sen& 
And p n p  to see him 'en the Su- ads. 



'Now wide the Earth's with beauteous Verdure dy'd . 
hod Flora paints the Xeads in a11 her Pride; 
While lndeu Trees Pocnonia's Bounty own, 
And Certs Treasures do tBe'Fields adorn. 
From tbe thick Smokes, and noisy Towr~, 0 come. 

The Boyall pmprty ill Medfo~l ma kept b 
gether, and it .wms that iu 1805 the legislature 
gave a deed of the land to Robert Fletclier of Lon- 
don, arid that the heirs sold their rights to him in 

hod in t k  Plains a while fu&t your Home.' - 

"The People, among 11.1iorn she livJd the lnst 
eight Yeam of her Life, botli Old and Young had 
3 Love and Veneratio~i for lier; as a Person of tlie 
strictest Virtue and uIldefil*d bligibn. Her I ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
cene, M&est.  it^, and ~~~~~i~~ c ~ a r m ~ d  
all into ~ d ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  of her. ~~d I que-stioll 

there has beel, more ~ r i ~ f  sorrow 
shown at the DeatIi of any private Person, by Pea- 

of all huks ,  to whom ller Virtu& \rere knolvn ; 
biouniog, for the Loss sustaiti'd by ourselves, not 
for her, 6or a s  others wlio have no Hope. For it 

beydnd ~ ~ ~ b t  tht she died in tile ~ ~ r d ,  and is 
B W . "  

A bout 1757 Isaac Royal1 returned from An- 
tigua, wllere he had @ i n d  a fortune, estab- 
lid,& hia.& at biedford. H~ died two gars 
Inter, leaving a son, Isaac, and a daughter, Ye- 
laelope, alio married Henry Yassiill. 

The ialleritd a estate, and liIVed in 
tlre house $till know11 by his anme,' iu a style pro- 
portionate to his realtli a~id staildn~g. He ~vas a 
representative fromCharlestoan fro~n 1743 to 1752, 
was chose11 a council1or in 1752, niid afterwards 
allllually until 1774, when lie mas one of the Man- 
dalnns Councillors. He was probably not a mail 
of strolig nerve or decidd opiiiio~is ; certaitlly 
lover of the prohlce iu Ile lived llad 
been honor&. Timidity seems to hare causd 
him to fly to Halifax and thence to England w$cn 
hostilititr colnmeliced liere. H~ nl,ra,.s claimed 
tllat lie left intending only to go to ~~~i~~~ for 
his health. His property was, lio~rever, ecques- 
hted, lie never dTillg in ~~~~d~~ in 
1781. H~ left tilree daugl,ten, Rspc- 
tivelg to Tliomas Savrl, Xir \17i11~~~ui R l ) p ~ l l ,  1 

1806 for £16,000. Jacob Tidd, i n  1810, bought 
the estate. 

Iu last c e n t u ~  UdfOrd 
to be proud Of Peter Se* 

coulb. Tliese were &lr. J01)ll of Hamad, If-- 
diusetts, oftenrards of Kova Scotia, whose clerical 
psiti011 did not preve~it liim from giviug u t t e r a ~ ~ a  
to cerWtain liuniorous compositions which make 8 

pleasing colltrast to tile blJk of our l i ters  
turn- The best-kno~-ii of these is a poem entitled 
Father dhbe~'8 7Yild1 often reprinted- Allother 
'On Ilev- Jose~ll Seecomb Of Kinpton, New 
Hampshire, aud the tliird was the faithful atid dili- 
geiit town-clerk of Medford for many years, Thomas 
Seccolnb. 

Prior to the Revolution the foll0Wing gnduat- 
are to be credited to Medford: T l i o ~ ~ s ,  John, 
Simo", Josllua, Simon, Cotton, S i m ~ ,  and C e n  
Tufts, Aarou Porter, Ebenezer Turell, Ammi C. 
Cutter, T\'illinm Whitmore, Samuel a d  Edward 
Brooks, IYilliom Syrnmes, Samuel hlgier, David 
OJSOO~, JO1itl Bishop, and Ephraim Hall. Sin- 
that date list gmatly still 
6MwS- 

Tlie most distinguislled citizen ill tile town 
""S John Brook" goVemOr Of Massachusetts for 

Tears from 1816 to 1823. He \ras born in 
3Iedfod in 1752, his fninily being one of the most 
11UmerOUS and prOslN2rOUS of the original settiera 

He placed in c'large of Dr. Simon 
Tufts, a noted phy~ic i~1  of the tomi, with whom 
lie studied ined~cine uutil he was twenty-one. He ' 
tlicn settled in Readlug, ~rliere lie married, but 
abandoned his liolne at the beginning of the R e d  
lutionnry Tar .  He uas in the fight following the 
battle hhillgton, nlld Joined the army besieging 

the youllsr, George ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ,  nlld tllrougll uosto~i. IIe served througliout the war with great 
them has many descendalltz noly ill Etlglalld. By 
his \rill he e r e  tile tonn ~~~~~d~ aclrs of 
land in Gml)by ill aid of tile wllwls. H 
pve to Hanvad collv 2,000 acres ill ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b . , .  
and RoFalston, wllic]l g f t  to a pro- 
fessorship of law, or anatomy, as llligbt be 
deemed k t .  Ill 1Slb tilt: BoJall ~ r o f t . e s o ~ ~ l ~ p  
of Law was accordingly established. 

1 BmoL rays (Ii~rlory, p. 178) that the h o w  ro, built by 
I-, Jr.. and rru rn cuirrgcluel~t OT the h o w  built bJ 
J C ~  ~'rhr i .  

credit, arri~lllg at the l'allk of ~ 0 h l e l .  Later hC% 
received the position of major-penen1 in the state 
i ~ i t i a .  Hetunling to JIedford when pence was 
declared, he attained a prominent place as a phyb 
"ici~l, Illli1st p1iti~;ll lloU0rS Were ah0 freely 
b e ~ t o ~ c d  ul)oli him. Tl~e illxription upon' hh 
l l l ~ l l ~ m ~ l l t  SUmS Up his characfer. " He WaJ 8 

k i ~ d  and skilful physician; n brave and prudent 
officer; a uise, firm aiid ilnprtinl magistrate ; a 
true patriot, a p o d  citizeli and a faithful friend. 
h liis mnilera, lie was s geutleman ; in m o d ,  
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puke; and in profeJsion and practice, ti consistent 
Christian. He departed this life in peace, on tire 
1st of March, 1825, aged seventy-tllree," His son 
John, a lieutenant of marines, was tilled Septem- 
ber 13, 1813, at Perry's victory on Lake Erie. 

Other bmnchea of the Uruoks family have p* 
duced notable men. Samuel Brooks (coasin to 
Caleb Brooks, father of govenlor John) had sous, 
Thomas and Edward. Thc grandson of tire former 
was Rev. Charles Brooks, who vns boru and died 
at  Medford, a writer on many subjects, and espe- 
cially noteaortliy as the historian of his mtive town. 
Edward Brooks had a son, Peter Chardon Brooks, 
r h o  ncq'uired a large fortune in commerce at Bos- 
ton, but wlio retained alrvays a home in Medford. 
Hi, descendants have continued to reside there, 
a d  have been generous benefactors to the town. 
A nephew, nTEl1iam G. Brooks, was an autiquary 
of some note, and was the father of four clergymen, 
oae of them being Rev. Phillips Brooks of l'cinity 
Church, Boston. 

Mnria (Gowen) Brooks,' called by Southey "the 
most impassioned and most imaginative of poet- 
esses," was borh in liedford in 1797. ,4t fourteen 
she married Jlr. Brooks, a wealthy Boston mer- 
chant, who had interested himself iu her education. 
Widowed in 1825, she went to Cuba, which sub- 
sequently became her home, and where she died 
nbont 1845. 

Her most important work,Zdphi?Z; or, The Bride 
of Seueu, was publislled in 1825, ill Boston, subse- 
quently in London, and has recently been repub- 
b l l d  in tllis country. Southey, between whom 
and this gifted wtlloress n close friendship sub- 
sisted, gave ller the name of Xaria clel Occidet~te. 
Her son, Colonel Hornce Brooks, U. 3. A., entered 
West Point tlirough tile interest of Lafnyette. 

Bev. David O~good, the succbssor of Mr. Turell, 
mu an autlior of some note ; Brooks give3 the titles 
of some twenty pmplilets publklied by him. 
- Rev. Convers Frarlcis and lris sister, Mrs. Lydia 
Maria Child, are both to be reckoned among our 
native authors, although tire former happened to be 
born in a ueighboriirg town. Tlieir fnther was a 
Metlfod man, mid the filmily lutd been liere for 
several generntions. Nrs.'Child was born at Xed- 
ford in 1802. Her liternry career begn before she 
was twenty, Hobomok being publiehecl in 1891, and 
Tie Rebels in 1832. Tlre catalogue of her printed 
works is too lengthy for our space, not to men- 
' Nut im of Nn. Brooks. Jln. Child, and 31n. Rowson ;ue 

by the ELtur. 

tion contributio~~s to newspapers, controversial es- 
shys, etc., which her busy pen luu pxduced. I t  is 
sdlicieut to say that she achieved success in fictiou, 
biography, testhetic literntuw, turd \rhat nlay. be 
termed the literature of the kitcl~eu; her FrngaC 
Honaeaoijk having had a 1)rodigiotts sale. But tlie 
govenriug purpose to whicl~ mucii - we may sny 
most - of Mrs. Cllild's liternry life his beerr dedi- 
catecl was tlie abolition of slavery, a~rd in this cause 
lier labors were uncemitted until tlrc day wlleti eman- 
cipation became a fnct assured by the logic of events. 
Her Appeal fur Africans, printed in 1833, was the 
first American antislavery book. From. that time 
this dominant motive may be traced in the long list 
of Mrs. Child's publicatious. In 1841, in conjutrc- 
tion with her husband, David Lee Child, of Boston, 
whom she married in 1828, al~e edited TAedrli- 
ilavery Sturrdartl, in New York. I t  should be 
no small grati6cation to one who is now " looking 
towards sunset," to klrow that emancipation acllieved 
was the legitimate result of persistent agitlltion and 
unwavering devotion to a cause by herself and 
otliers of n like life-purpose with herself. Mrs. 
Child now resides in Wayland. 
Mrs. Susanna Rowson, autlior of the once cele- 

brated novel, CharloUe Te~nple, resided here from 
1800 to 1803, in a house afterwards occupied by 
the Hon. Timothy Bige1ov.l Here she kept her 
excellent school for yonng ladies, and here some of 
her boob were written. Such was the purity of 
her character, that though she had been an actress 
and \vas a novel-writer, rigid Ortlrodox people, r h o  
abhorred both, ititrusted their daughters' education . 
to l~er. Her life Ins heeu written by the Rev. Eliaa 
Nason, a former resident of 3;ledfod. 

We may nlso recall the fnct tlut &v. John Pier- 
pont, also an antislavery and temperance refsnner, 
and a voluminous author, preached for seveu  year^ 

in Medfod, aird died liere 111 1886. 
Several of the clergymen vlro lwve been settled 

here for a timc Imve been emi~ietrt as authors, but 
none perlmps are distiuctively connected with our 
town. Rev. Edtrard B. Hall, wlro was born here, 
spent nearly all lris life in Providence, and most of 
llis writings are comtectd clvitlr his lwstornte there. 

Xl i la ry  d$airr.- Of course hfedford hacl to 
bear its sbce in providing soldiers from its first 

1 Son of Coloncl Timothy Bigelow. of Wormtrr, lad r ,+- 
of some note. Hc n-as born in 1767. and died iu 1621. Mr. 
Bigelor served anany t e r n  in the alomchurttr Icpislntum. 
His son. John P. Bizelow. was mayor of k t o ~ ~  ; hir Qaghter, 
Katherine, married Hou. hbbdt Lawrruce.-BD. 



settlement. Every settler was of necessity a soldier 
encamped in a liostile country. , Every genemtiou 
had a war, and the mortinl spirit of Kew England 
has never flagged. As a little town, the lfeclford 
amtingent was naturally joi~ied to tile t m p  of 
some neighbor. In 1658 the JJ tdford men were 
allowed to join the Cambridge hilid iastad of tlie 
Charlestomi tmop. I t  is greatly to be regretted 
tlmt no one has made use of the abundant records 
remailring, to prepare n suitable account of tile mili- 
tary organizations of colonial times. 

& a aaatter of curiosity we insert a copy of a 
petition from tlie wife of a wortliy citizen, who sur- 
vived the pegs  of war to be for many years the 
deacon of the church at Medfod and tlie ancestor 
of a quite liumerous family. The writer was a niece 
of Rev. John Eliot, and may have hoped to obtain 
special favor througli her influential relative. 

crPefitt'on of Ra J e l  IVhitmore. 
"To the Hen- Simon Bmdstreet, Esq., Governor, 

and rest of the "'gistntes 
sitting hston, 'he 'lumbIe petition of 
Rachel1 wllitmo% John WLitmore. 

."wl1ems, Your Pe'tione"~ 'lu'b'nd was im- 
pmsed into the C o u l i t ~ e s  'gainst 'lie 

Emmy> and is no'v with S\ra~lle at 
NewW*mnick, and !our Petitioner and lier two 
children a n  very wealie and ill, and unable to help 
o ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~  do ' Y  "ling lor O u r  and 
rest of the fail!, as revenll of the lieighbors a n  
and have informed your ~Ionors. Dotli therefore 
llo~ubly q u e s t  tlie farour from your iloiion that 
'ler 'lusbrnd TyYtmore ma!. be dismissed 
p m n t  ser*im, and that ?.our Hollers would plea= 
to p your O d ~ r  for the samr, that lie may re- 
tom to his rick fnmily, and jour Petitioner slid], 
as  in duty bound, ever p m ~ ,  &c. 

[om. icsa] " RACIIEL WHITMORE." 
TVe fid Medford names in sucli lists of soldiers 

in.  the Freuch an? Indian wars as have bcrn ex- 
amiad, but we cannot positivclj identif!. tlicm. 

lliere ms a company of militia in Jidford be- 
fore tbe Revolution ; and, when troublesome times 

: came, they were rmdy for duty. I t  was the eighth / 
compny in the first rcgi~ncnt of tlie first brigade , 
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tile 19th of April, 1775, and were in service five 
days, and were undoubtedly in tile battles of Lex- 
ington and Concord.'' The uames of tlie men corn- 
posing the wmpuig on that memor.~ble occarion 
are all recoded on the muster-roll ; and they aem 
all 3ledford meii, ns followe : - 

Isaac Hall, captain ; Caleb Brooks, lieutenant; 
Stephen 1Ii111, ensigr ; Tl~omas Pritchartl, Isaac 
Tufts, a d  Jloscs Hall, sergeants; Job11 Tufts, 
Genl~om Teel, aiid Jmiathan G~.eei~leaf, corporals; 
Timotliy IIall, drurnmer; II'illiain Faniing, fifcr. 
Privates as follows: David T-inton, Jolin Buck- 
nam, Isaac Watson, Jonatl~;ln La~vre~~ce, Jonathan 
Davis, Abel Ricl~ardson, James Tufts, Jr., Snm. 
uel Tufts, 8d, Andrew Flo~d,  Renjnmiu Floyd, A* 
drew Blancliard, Samuel Tufts, Jolin Fmncis, Jr., 
Paul Dexter, Jolin Smith, Abel Butterfield, Josinlr 
Cutter, John Kemp, Eleazer Yutriam, James Buck: 
nam, Jr., Aaron Cro\rell, Joriatlla~i Tufts, Benja- 
min Peirce, Tliomns Wakefield, Jonntl~an Teel, 
haron Blnncllnrd, Ricllad Cole, \\'illiam Binford, 
~lioinas BnJshnw, Daniel Tufts, Peter Tufts, Jr., 
Ebenezer Tuftr, Isaac Coodl, Daniel Conery, Rich- 
ard paine, villiam Polly, Peter Conery, Dnvid 

~~~~b ~ ~ d i ~ ~ ,  ~~~~~l~ Clefton, hmuel 
Hadley, Jr., hloses Hadlej-, Jolin Callmder, John 
Clarke, Andrelr Bra(lshaw, TIlomas Snvels, b u c k  
Hall, and Ilelljamill hvils. 

E,h ,eived pl?- for se,ss, 
except m]linlll Polly, r]lo killed in battle. 

In the company commanded first by aptain 
Isaac Hall alld tllen by cnleb ~~~k~ dr 
otller Yodfod mell : Benjamin FI,,).~, J~~~ 

\vYm;rn, Jonall Cutler, Joba SlaitL, T\-ll]iam Buck- 
,,,, ,,d Jonas ~ * d .  ~l~~~ srved eigllt 
in 1775 - 76. 

I,l I,-ar of 1819 Jfdford men a- 
listed, tlirce of wl~om were tilled, including a Eon 
of Gorernor Brooks. 

After the Revolution there was n compnp of 
militia in the tolm, wl~icli wns disbanded in 1840. 
Tlie 3Iedford Light Infantr! was org~iized as an 
indcpcnilent coq,r; in 17S5, nnd resipled its charter, 
iu 1838. The Brooks Phclanx lasted from 1841 to' 
18 19. Tl~e Lorrc~~ce Light Guard was formed 
in 1854, and n large n~unber of its members en- 

of the tliird &vision. Sctli Bullart1 m s  captain; listed in tlie 11atiolia1 forces in 18GZ. 
l i l i l l ~ m  Dorbeclc, first Peute~ia~~t ; and Ezckiel 1 A Soldiers' l lo~~umcnt was ddicatcd Septem- 
Pljmpton, second lie~rte~unt. I t  belon~ed to Colo- 
nel Tliormrs Gadner's regiment. In 1775 it was 
commanded by Csrptain Isaic Hall. c'This com- 

ber G, lSGG, to tile memor! of those ~110 fry 
in the war, and it bears the folloaing names: 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. G. Cliambcrs, Lieutemnt 

came oat," snyr the ndjutant-general, "on I William H. Bnrbank, Edaanl (;ustine, L. M. . .. 
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Pletcher, Fmnk A. Keen, E. Sprague, D. T. New- 
eamb, D. Kolnn, A. H. Stacy, D. JlcGillicuddy, 
S. Harding, J. Stetson, J. 31. Powers, C. W. Wil- 
lis, F. Curtin, 'James Haley. 

Volunteen of Company C, 39th regiment, as 
follows: J. P. Hubbell, James Bienle, A. Joyce, 
Patrick Gleason, Aupstus Tufts, R. Livingston, 
F. J. Curtis, B. J. Ellis, H. G. Currell, E. Ireland, 
William H. Rogen, William Hading, H. R. Hatli- 
eway, H. Jlills, G. H. Lewis, J. 11. Garrett, D. 5. 
Cheky, It. n'. Cheslyn, 41. O'Connell, Sergennt 
5. N. Steorns, Sergeant J. T. lforrison, J. Y. 
P h h e r ,  E. B. Hatch, El. C. Hathnrvay, G. H. 
Champlin ; Privates, C. H. Coolidge, S. W. 
ha. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~IL HISTORY. 

IN 1699 tlie t o m  engnged' the Rev. Benjamin 
Woodbridge of Portsmouth ns their millister. Be- 
fon that time Rev. Benjomiu Collnan and Rev. 
John Hancock had preaclied for a few months ; 
and probably the college at Chmbritlge had sent 
occnsioml assistauce. Mr. IVodbridge did not 
satisfy his prishioners, and a quarrel of seven1 
yeadcontinuance emud. He d i d  in 1710, but 
not uutil 1718 was his successor, Rev. Aarori 
Porter, ordnined. He served till his death in 
1723 ; and November 25, 1724, Rev. Ebeiiezer 
Turell wns ordained. For fifty yenn Mr. Turell 
diharged liis duties acceptably, receiviug a col- 
league in 1774, nnd (lying December 5, 1778, 
aged seventy-Gr gars. 

The third minister mas Rev. David &good, 
c h m n  in 1774; who officiated for forty-eight years, 
and d i d  December 12, 1822. During his mill- 
istry tlie majority of liis flock had embmced Uni- 
tarian views ; at liis cleat11 they cliose Rev. Andrew 
Bigelow. Very soon the portion of the society 
rfiich retained the Calvinistic tenets asked for and 
obtained dismission, and the cliurch was divided. 
lliose remaining were duly incorpomted as tile 
Fint  Parish of Jfedford, March 31, 1884. 111 

1826 Mr. Bigelow was obliged to lave  f p ~ n  ill- 
M h ,  and February 28, 1827, Rev. Gleb Stetsorr 
was ordnind. H i  ministry lasted twenty-one 
years, aud c l o d  by his mignation, March 24, 
1848. ,\upst I, 1849, Rev. John Yierpont suc- 
ceeded, and remnined till 1856. April 15, 1857, 
Bev. Theodore Tebbetts was installed, a~id  to him 
ruceeeded Rev. Ed~vard C. Towne, April 17, 1861. 
He remained uiitil1867 ; and Varcli 3,1869, Rev. 

C. DeLong, tlie present pastor, was ordained. 
Gccomd (Tririfarian) Par&.-Tliir was formed, 

as we have seen, in 1825, and its pastors haoe bewn 
tile following : Rev. Aaron Warner, onlai~~ed Sep 
tember 1, 1824, di- October Z, 1832; Bev. 
Gonlon IVi~islow, Otd3i1iid June 12, 1833, dis- 
missed November lt, IS:34; k v .  h i  Pmtt, or- 
dained August 19, 1833, died .dugu$t 9, 1837; 
Rev. A. R. hlier, onlai~rd ,\pril 25, 1838, dis- 
missed Sel)teiiiber-20, 1848; Rev. E. P. Jlan~ia, 
ordained February 25, 1852, d i s ~ n i s d  Xovem- 
ber 8, 1865; Rev. James T. ~l&ollurn, odnined 
November 8, 1865, d i d  Xovember 25, 1874. 

As \rill be sl~owii irn~nedinkly after tlie last date, 
tliis churcll united 'rit11 t L  Mystic Church, and 
itv existence as a xprnte  body ended. 
The Third Cottyrqational (I'rinifurian) Unrck, 

called also tlie Mystic Church, waa an-offshoot of 
tlie Second 'Church. I t  wns estrblblied Jfap 9, 
1847, with sisty memkrs, and its first pastor was 
Rev. hbner B. Warncr. Tl~e list of ministen is 

follows : Rev. hbner B. Wanlet, ordained Octo- 
27, 1847, died May 26, 1853; Rev. Jacob 

If. Maaeing, ordained January 5, 1854, dismissed 
February 17, 1857; Rev. Elim Xnson, ordained 
November 10, 1818, dismissed Sovember 19, 
1860; Rev. Edward P. EIooker, ordained Novem- 
ber 13, 1861, dism* March 31, 1869 ; Rev. 
Solou Cobb, ordained November 3,1869, dismissed 
March 18, 1874. 

The two cllurches for some time felt that there 
was no need of rnainhiuing distinct organizations, 
especially as t l~e  establishment of an Orthodox 
Churcli in West 31edford drew lnuch from loth. 
The death of Jlr. YcCollom just at this time per- 
haps brouglit tlie mitter to a crisis, and the two 
churches combined chose as their pastor &v. 
Cliarles H. Baldwiu, rho  mas iustalled Julie 30, 
1875. The Jlystic Church building was enlarged, 
and re-dedicated January 12, 1876. 

Cirivel-aaCist S&Q. -This society was formed 
March 10, 1831, and hns been under the following 
named pnstors: Rev. Willslow TV. IVrigl~t, from 
April, 1833, to April, 1835; Rev. Joseph Banfield, 
from 1835 to 1838 ; Rev. H m  Bnllou, from 
April, 1838, to hug., 1853; Rev. G. V. Vnrkharn, 
from March, 1854, to May, 1858 ; Rev. C. R. Lom- 
bard, from May, 1859, to Jau., 1861; Rev. B. H. 
Davis, from Nov., 1861, to Feb., 1867 ; Rev. R. P. 
Ambler, from March, 1969, toDec., 1873 ; Rev. J. 
H. Fnrnsworth, from May, 1874, to July, 1875; 
Rev. W. G. Hnskell, from May, 1876, to June, 
1878 ; Fkv. Richard Eddy, Dec., 1878. ' 

Tke Fisaf  diethodirt Society was incorpomted in 



1828, .when the first church was built. I t  was, re- 
built in 1845, mainly by the exertions of Rev. Nr. 
Pickering. The custom in this denomination of 
making anawl chn~)gm in the preachers prevents 

There hare been but two pastors, the fimtt being 
Rev. Edwin L. Joggar (who resigned in 1874, 
owing to ill-henltli), and the present minister, &w. 
Marsliall N. Cutter. The cl~urcl~ building is an 

us from offering's list of those who have held this I Harrard Avenue, West Medford, with a present 
place. The p-nt minister is Rev. T. C. Watkinr. I capacity of three hundred and fifty seats. . The 

The Baptists of Jlerlford were without n church .I membenhip l~as rise11 to over seventy. 
until July 7,.1841, n-lien a regular organization / TAe Trinity Jfcfkodiut Epircopal CHM~CA mu 
was effected. The record of ministers is as fol- , organized April 1, 1573, and Rev. Jarvis Amos 
lows: Rev. G. TV. Bossorth, settled September 8, Ames is the prewat minister. 
1541, mi@, 1815 ; Rev. B. C. Grafton, settled I Popttla/iox.- III 17U7,ns Drooks records, lied- 
July,.1845,re,~igned April, 1846; Rev. G. C. Dan- 
forth, Fettled .\ugust, 1847, resigned October, 
1848; Rev. E. K. Fuller, settled .4pril, 1819, re- 

ford hod 46 ratable polls, r small increase over the 
36 polls rated in 1688. Tliis would give a pop- 
lation of about 330. 111 1736 there were 133 polb, 

signed April 1, 1854; Rev. T. E. Keely, settled . or 665 inhabitnuts; ia 1763, 74i inlwbitants; .h 
-October 1, 1854. . 1 1776, 067 ; in 1784, 981 ; in li90, 1,029 ; in 
. Owing to financial and other questions the so- / 1800, 1,111 ; in 1810, 1,413 ; in 1820, 1,474 ; 

ciety dissolved in 1856, but a portion immediately in 1530, 1,755; in 1840, 2,478; in 1850, 3,749s 
reorganized aa the Central Baptist Church, with tlie I in 1860, 4,531 ; in 1865, 4,939, with 1,031. 
same minister, officers, aud edifice. The list con- . voters; in 1870, 5,717 illhabitants. Ratable polh 
tinues: Rev. T. E. Keely, settled September 9, 1 in 1871, l,+SO; in 1875, 6,627, with 1,545l 
1856, dismissed July 31, 1857 ; Rev. G. A l .  Pres- ! voters; in 1878, 1,785 assessed fils, and a V Q ~  

ton, settled 1838, dis~nissed Juac, 1868. ' cast for governor of 1,206.. As t l~e  vote for preoi- 
During his term thechurcl~ resumed the name of i dent in 1876 .was only 1,27S,,it is safe t ~ ,  asrcume 

the First Baptirt,uidreceiued back the old members. I that lledfod has in 1879 over 7,000 ilihbit.ntr 
Rev; J. C. Hurd was settled November, 1863; In 1879 we find its polls 1,790. . 

dismiswd ?hy, 1870.. ~ e ; .  J. G. Ricl~ardson was 111 the first tnx- to pay &5O in 1630, Bqton. 
settled Uny, 1871; diemisset1 ,\la:, 1877. Rev. J. paid E l l  nnd Ifedford $3 ; Cl~nrlestorn 7 and 
P. Abbott mas settled December 19, 1877. / Salem £ 3. In 1634, ill a levy of £ 600, Nedford 

G r w  .CLwrcri, Episc-uynl. --The rectors of tliis : p i d  5 26 ; in 1637, on E 1,500, Boston paid 
church have been : Rev. David G. Hasliins, chosen : £2334 and Uedford E 524, the smallest sum .wt 
March, 1848, reigned February 18, 1852 ; Rev. / of nine towns. 
Justin Field, chosen September 14, 185% resigned : The following tax-list is copied from the Jeffriea 

i Decem.ber 31, 1859 ; Rev. Cieors* A. Strong, 
cllosen January, 1561, resig~ied June 1, 1S63; 
Rev. Charles H. Learojd, cliose~~ September 1, 
1863, r e s p d . 1 8 7 2  ; Rev. Cl~arles L. Hutchins, 
chosen September 15, 1872, present pastor. 
. The first building, of aaocl, collsecrated 

JIay 11, 1550; the present stone edifice, built at 
the mpense of Mrs. Gorlla~n Urooks, nnd costing 
about SM,000, r a s  given to the pqris11, and con- 
secrated Nay 6, 1873. At the same date Dudley 
C. HnlI, Eq., gave a rectory, costing, witli tlle 
land, about 511,000; and an endo\r-ment fund of 
815,000. was raised by the l~~rishio~~ers.  . Tl~e 
church is steadily goniug in strength and numbers.. 

The. : Yeul ,Uen'fort? C,,ngrryalional CA nrch 
(TrinihrMn).-As already mentioned, this cj~urcli 
is a branch f m ~ n  the older churcl~es, organized in 
June, 1873, with twenty-six members, of \vllom 
sirteen came from the Seco~td ('I'rinitnriui) Church. 

Papers, published in tlie Arm E,~glanrl 11iutoricat 
and GeneaZcyical Reyirter, Vol. SSXII. pp. 316, 
317. 

A List of the uumber of Male Pelsons and mtable Es. 
late in Mead ford, taken by the Select men and Commissioner. 

hIajor Jonatllnn I$-ade, heads 5, estate 21 9 a. Od. 
John Hall Sed ' y '. 

. clleb Br&,l;s 
0  15 3 

4  0  10 11 
Tl~onins IVillis a' s : "  0 1 s  0  

" :{ ' 6  

~ ' ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ ' h  a, 4 a, .o 11 04 
~~i~ ., p ,. O 11 6 

1, p : '  0- 07 t. 
Jotin \Vi~itnwn 
Jol111 Bradshoe 

0  97 5 1  ,, 

Jonathan Tuets 
" 1  " 0 0 3  1  
I 1 " 0015 6 -  

Johr Tufts ** 1 " 0 05 -1 - 
Daniel Wwdmrd C' 1 " 0  05 1  
Nr. Joseplr Squire 
I ~ . , , ~  F~~ . 

" 2 '. 00.4 4  
" 1 " 0 0 3 9 ;  

Jolrn Hall ju* " 1 " .  0 0 4  4 ,  
" 1  " 0 0 3 4 ,  

f ~ E ! e ~ ~ f ' . m U t  .. 
Nathaniel 1vde 

" 0  01 5 '  
" 3 " 0 1 7  6 

I ~d.l e m 0  . 



Lm0.Cl 0. the xysnc. 

. . "This List *u perfected by the Sclcctmen urd Cdmmk 
doaca of Meadford, this 31 day of August, 1638. 

" NATU. Wmt, 
upmBTu.rs, 

&IIPHEX W u s ,  
'* JOHX WUITYOEE, Cbr*~iuiosw. 
*' JOHX R-WE, Coy~habk." 

In thi? first province tax-levy, that of 1695, 
M d f o d  was assessed orily 294, about eighteen 
towns ~ u t  of eighty paying 'less. Thbury and 

, Trads , a d  Mar~~rl~~nrea.  -The only large 
branch of manufacturitig which k s  been carried 
on in JIedford is that of sliipbuilding. July 4, 
1631, Governor Wintlirop lauiiclied at JIptic a 
bark of some tliirty tons called Tlie Blessing of tlie 
Bay. In  the next two years the servaiits of JIr. 
Cradock built at least two vessels here, one being 
of two hundred tons' burthen. For the next century 
and a half vessels were built, owned, and sailed 

. from here. As, for example, in tlie Bostorr Nm- 
LetIcr, June 9, 1707, \re note, as entered inwards, 
sloop Cnllipatch, Frailcis Whitmore, from Con- 
necticut. 

I t  ms,  howevkr, after 1800 that this industry 
nceivtrd its impetus, and Brooks records the names 
of Mapun, Turner, Llpham, Spmgue, James, 

C'hilmrk p i d  $31 geh;  IIull, 213 ; Newton, EOO; 
TiIald&i, £100 ; Sudbury, £110 ; Cambridge 2180, 
and Cliarlestown 2304. , In 1700 its state valu- 
ation was 549,441.6S; in ISOU, 315,036.08; in 
1810,336,Y 11.10; iu 1820, $30,507.84; ill 1830, 
5931,050; it1 1S40, 8 1,1J95,195.31 ; in 1850, 
$3,128,470.50. In 1870 its town valuation was 
36,972,504; it1 1879, $7,025,809; and its 'rate 
of hxatiou is $14.10 per 91,000. 

. .  

Fuller, Fiogers, Stetstin, Wnterman, Elrell, Curtis, 
Foster, at~d Taylor as wottliy to be held in grate- 
ful renlembmnce for many generations." From 
1803 to 1854 there' \rere built at Meclfod five 
hundred and thirteen vessels, with a total of 
232,206 tons, valued at S10,449,%70. This in- 
dustry, lio\rever, has passed away. 

For mnny years the business of making bricks 
has been carried on here, and in the last census it 
figures as the main local industry. Distilling has 
also been long a special industry Irere, and Iledlord 
rum is stiU famous. dtiotlier local industry was 
the mnnufhcture of bIedford cmcken, estnblished 
by Mr. Francis. 

In 1875 there were in 3Iedford seventeen mann- 
factnring establishments, producing goods valued. . 

. . .- . . . . - . . - . .  . . .- - .  - -  . .. . - .- - . * -  ~. - - - .  
--~.- .I 



at $536,400 on an inv.mted capital of $393,500. 
In other occupations $151,695 worth of goods 

- were produced. Of these products the m h t  im- 
po-t wek brick, 8122,500; rum, $84,000; 
cnrriages, SS0,000 ; carpets, priuts, etc., 9 05,000 ; 
buttons, 840,000 ; bread, $45,000 ; gold-leaf, 
513,000. Of the trades, carpentry produced 
530,6520, and butchering, $52,000. The total 
product was $63 8,095 ; the workers employed were 
453 males and 88 females. 

TUFl'S COLLEOE.1 

TUFFS C~LLEQE is situated on an eminence for- 
merly known as Walnut Hill, now College Hill, in 
the matherly part of Medford, near the boundary 
line of Somerville. Tl~e  grounds comprise about 
one hundred and twenty acres, ljing in convenient 
shape, and ample for all present and futurc needs 
of the college. The buildings consist of a maill 
hall in which are recitation-rooms arld laboratories, 
with chapels and library, and three halls used 
c h i d y  as dormitories, and containing between 
sixty and seventjl suites of rooms for students. 
These buildings occupy the summit of tlie hill, and 
command a view ' wbicli in variety, interest, and 
beauty 15 rarely surpassed. 

Tufts College owes its existence to a conviction 
in the minds of influential Universalists t11st the 
d l n e s s  and prosperity of tlieir denomin a t' 1011 re- 
quired the establisliment of lligl~er i~istitutions of 
leatning. Nearly fifty yean ago several academies 
were created in Ne~v England and Xelr York under 
the control and patronage of tlie denomination, and 
the experience of tliesd scl~mls sl~o~red that tlie 
college is indispe~~sable to the sclieme of educ a t' ion. 
The movement that resulted in the founding of 
Tufts College began in ,1847. Rev. Tllomas .I. 
Sa~yer ,  D. D., had then recently left the church 
brer which he l~zd bee11 wttlcd, in the city of Xe\r 
York, to accept the principalship of the Clinton 
Liberal Institute in the same state. Here, seeirlg 
still more clearly the necessity of higlier iristitu- 
tions, he iu April, 1847, issued a call throupll tlie 
deuomimtional p l ~ r s  for an educational conven- 
tion to be held in the city of Yew Torli on tlie 
lSth of May following. Tl~ie convention was 
hrgely attended by representative mm of the cle- 
nomilntion from New Enyland as 1rt.11 as Xew 
York, and as the result of its two dqs' sessio~l 
measures were inaugurated for raising by subscrip- 

1 Cammmniated by Yrofcuor I\'. R. Shipmn. pf Tufts Col- 
kg&-ED. 

tion $100,000, which sum, it waa agreed, would 
be necessary to found a college. , The follow+ 
autumn Rev. Otis A. Ski~uler of Boston wn.as a p  
pointed general agent for mising funds, al~d in h 
spriug of 1848 entend upon what proved a most 
difficult task. I t  was a very large sum to be r a i d  
at tlurt time in a small denomination little accus- 
tomed to giving, and wit11 no gerreral interest acl 
jet in the cause of education, and tlie subscription 
\\as not completed till the spring of 1851. On tlle 
16tli of September in that year tlie subscribus 
to the fund met in Boston, and elected trustees 
representil~g all tlie New England states, with N m  
York, Pennsylva~lin, and Ohio. 

The origii~al convention 11ad expressed the opin- 
ion that the college sliould be located in the valley 
of the Huclson or tlie AIohatvk; but the board of 
trustees, to whom the question of location had bceh 
referred, found that the principal part of the sub- 
scriptions to the fund lind been obtained in Jfarsa-. 
cl~usetb, and that the promise of pecuniary support 
~rould be greatest in the vicinity of Boston. Very 
adrar~tageous offers of land and money were made 
b j  Dr. Oliver Dean of Franklin, brass., on condi- 
tion that the college should be located in that 
town ; but after mature consideratioil tlie present 
site was chosen. Twenty acres of land, afterwards 
made up to about one liui~dred acres, were given 
b~ Charles Tufts of Somerville, and the institution 
located upoil it received his name, in accordance. 
with ~vbat has been a very comlnon custom ill t L  
foullding of American colleges. Other promiltent 
benefactors of tlie college at the outset or during 
its earlier years were Silvanus Packard and Tl~omas 
A. Goddad of Boston, Dr. Deaa of Fnllklin, 
Dr. ITilliam J. Walker of Xenport, R. I., Mr. 
Wade of Woburn, and Timothy Cotting of lied- 
ford. While tlie first subscription of 9100,800 
for building purposes m s  raised only the ut- 
most exertion, probably no other collekw in the 
country has received durilig its early Fears, for 
current expenses and permanent funds, so large an 
amount from so many do~lors as Tofts C'ollcgc. 

Tl~e question of location Ila\.irg been tlccided 
e ~ r l p  in  January, 1353, application was immecli- 
atel! made to the Ic'pislatarc of .\Jnes~cl~usctts for 
11 charter, ~vI~icIi was g ~ ~ n t t r l  in the ueual form and 
nit11 all tile us11i11 l)ririleyes, April 21, 1652. Tlre 
cliarter autllorized tile conferring of all csceljt 
niedical degrees, nud this restriction was snbse- 
quentlv rcluovcul. The first board of trustees, 
after i~icorlwntiou, cousistecl of taellty gentlemen, 



of whom Dr. Oliver Dean was president, Rev. 
Thomas Whittemore vice-president, Rev. Otis A. 
Skinner secretary, Benjamin B. Ilussey tms-  
nrer. These offices have subsequently been lreld 
by Bev. Thomas Whittemore, D. D., Dr. Dean 
(re-elected),and Hon. Israel iVtislibuni, Jr., LL. D., 
presideirks; Silvanus Pacliard and Hon. Charles 
Robinson, Jr., vice-presidents; Rev. A. A. Miner, 
Bev. Luciw a. Paige, 'i). D., and Hon. Newton 
Wbot, seoretnries; Tllomas A. Qodilad, Hun. 
Bichrvd Frothitiglmm, LL. D., aid William H. 
Pinney, treasu~lers. 

The presidency of the college, that is, of t.he 
Board of Instructio~l and Government, rras first 
tendered to Bev. Thomas J. Sawyer, D. D., but he 
declined the position, and Rev. Hosea Bnllou, 2d, 
D.fD., waa made its first president. He held the 
adace until his death, in 1861, and in tlie following 
ym- Bev. A. A. Miner, D. D., U. D., was elected 
as &a successor. Dr. ?her, resigning in 1875, 
ru succeeded by Rev. Elmer H. Capen, D. D., 
tbe present incumbent. 

The erection of the main college buildiag was 
commenced in the spring of 1853, and tlre comer- 
stone was laid by Dr. hllou, president elect, in 
tbe presence of a large gathering of people, ou the 
19th oE July follo\riug. The address on this occa- 
sion was delivered by Rev. Dr. Miner. This build- 
ing war completed in the summer of 1854. The 

-three dormitories have been erected later, the hat 
in 1871. 
The college was informally ope11 for freshmen 

.ad sophomores in September, 1854, seven students 
being in attendance, and instruction given by the 
prasident atx1 three professors. The formal open- 
ing of the college and installation of the president 
took place August 22, 1855. . The first class ad- 
mitted after the formal openiug numbered twenty- 
one. 

The course of instruction was, in general, tlie 
same a i  that of other New England colleges, but 
only the degree of A. B. mas given till 1866. Since 
thlrt year tlie degree of B. PIi. has also been given on 
the completion of a course the requirements of wliich 
were changed from time to time, but in 1875 were 
made to coincide ~ i t h  the A. B. course, with the 
exaption of Greek, for which additional. French 

and German and certain optional studies are sub- 
stituted. A department of civil eugineering was 
opened in 1867, in which the degree of C. E. is 
conferred on tlie completion of a three gars' course. 
The object of tlris department is to give professioiml 
instruction in connection with sucll studies of the 
regulnr c o w  as can properly h pursued. Tlre 
regular course, wliich i~ieludes nbout four fifths of 
tlre ~vlrole number of studeats, p m r i b  the stud- 
ies of tlle first two gears, but in the lnst two gears 
admits elective stdies to the extent of one third 
the entire requirement, with additions according to 
the desire and ability of each student. 

The board of instmction consists of the presi- 
dent, ten professors, aircl oue special instructor. 
Tlie plrysical and chemical laboratories are provided 
with all that is necessary to give extensive and 
thorough prncticrrl iilstmction in these departments. 
There is also n cabinet of ample size, and admirn- 
bly selected, for the purpose of illustration iu the 
several brarrclles of aatural histoq, in wliiclr de- 
partment practical instruction is given, as well. as 
in those previously named. The library contains 
18,000 volumes and 5,000 pml,hlcts. The +ole 
number of students graduated from 1857 to 1829, 
inclusive, is two hundred and seventy-irine. . 

111 1869 a divinity school was opened, which is 
uuder the same board of trustees and the same 
presidency, and nt present occupies a p r t  of one 
of the college lmlls, but is in clrnrge of a distinct 
faculty, consisting of three profmwrg, one in- 
structor, and one non-resident lecturer. A t .  the 
head of the scliool is Rev. lliomns J. Sawyer, D. D., 
whose connection with the fouuding of Tufts Col- 
lege has already been mentio~ied, a d  who after 
more than lmlf a century of active lnbor iii behalf 
of manifold derrominational enterprises is still 
rendering efficient ard most honorable service. ' 

The course of study in the sclrool occupies three 
years for college grndwtes, or four Jean for tho,- 
\rho enter without such preparation. Tlre degree of 
B. D. is conferred upon those wlro mnlplete tlie full 
course of studies. In specinl cases students are 
also received to partial courses, and may receive 
diplomns certifying to such attainments as they have 
made. The degree hss been conferred upon forty 
graduates. 



M E L R O S E .  

BY ELBBIDOE H. OOSS. 

y, - : 
FLROm wns incorporated May 3, i It is often spelled ccEll," an undoubted misap 

1350, and is a le  of the y o u n  1 prehension from its round. I t  lias recently been 
. rl of tlre towns in old Middlesex. stocked with black h a s  and alewives by a fishing 
: q 

r I t  is situated seven miles from association under the protection of state law. Long 
--- *- Iloston, directly north, 011 the 1 P O I ~ ~ ,  in tlie astern p r t i o ~ i  of the tom, part of -- - line of tlie Boston and Maine urhicli is i i ~  Uelrose atid p r t  in Saugus, is t b  
-4 Railroad, oil \rldch it lias tliree source of the Sadgus River. This and Swain's 
r-2- 
L% : ilrpts, - IVyoming, Ifelrose, Poird, in the soutl~eustern part of the town, wek - - -- 
--I- = -- - - - +  

3 and the Higl!lairds, or Stonellam ; riatned as earl! as 1660, being then referred to 
- - - -  - - -- from tlie hst of which a horse- in the Charlestoun records. Dix, formerly Little, 

nilroad connects with the town of Stoneliam, two Pond, near the centre, is small, but it is the legen- 
mile  distant. Previous to its incoqmmtion most dary pond of JIelrose, rumor giving i t  a fathomlew 
of the k m t o y  now blelrose was known as Xorth bottom from time immemorial. 
Uslden; a mall  portion, now forming the north- L Pond a ld  Spot Pond brooks, outlets of their 
western coriier of the town, beiiig set off from the respective potida, are the otily streams, and both 
eastern part of Stoneliam, March 15, 1853. I t  unite a little below TVlvomit~g, and run into the 
was named after Nelrose, Scotland, at tlre sugges- Malden River, nn affluent of the 91yst.k. 
tion of Mr. William Bogle, hnvitig, it is a id ,  great lllelrose wm orlce a part of Charlestown. Early 
similarity in its natural features with the renojvr~ed differences concernilrg boundaries were settled by 
eat of Jlelrose Abbey. the General Court, wliicl~ passed several orders R- 

Melrbse contains n superficial area of about Iating to tlre domain lion blirlden arid 31elmee. . 
2,900 $quare ncrw, 2,72U of wl~ich are tasnble. July 2,1633, Ujstic Side, now Ualden, was granted 
It is two and one eighth miles in let~gtli, and Ins nil to Cllarleston~t, when it was ordered that thc 
avenge width of two miles. It is bouiidd on the "gmunde I.veiiig betwiste tlie Xorth Ryvql and 
north by Wakefield, on the east by Saugus, on tlre the creeh on tile r~orth side of Jl' IIauacLs (Mave- 
south by JIalden, niid on the west by Storieinrn rick's) and soe vpp into tlie country, sliall beloi~g 
and a coruer of hleclfod. It lias four villages : to tlie inliabita~its of Cl~arletoii." " Up into tlie 
IVyoming, at the south part af tlre totr.11; the C'eri- coudry " not proving sufficiently definite, another 
tre ; the IIighhnds, at the nortli ; ariil Norrisville, order wvns passed, Jlarcli 3,1636, ns follo\vs : 'f Tlint 
iu tla northeastern prt. Its surfice is chrmitigly Clinrles Town bouiids sliall rlrti eiglit m ~ l w  into t b  
diversified u-ith hill, valley; pnd ,  md strcnln. coulltry from their meetinp-howse, if noe oth;r 
From the summits of n number of its elevntioris - boerds iiitercept " ; mid the Cliarlesto\vn records 
prticulnrly Boston Rock in the south, Bnrrctt'e of 1638 say that, '' the. Geliu Court lincl eetled 
3fermf in the centre, and West Rock, or Yitrton tlreire Bountle, b! grnnting eiglit ~niles from t4e 
M, in the north -extensive views of the sur- oltl lic~ting-house into the C'ontrj Sortlrwest 
rounding country. atid of the ocean may be Imcl. Sorthrly." At about this time sunie of tlie iu- 
L Pond, situated in the centre of tltc town, so habitants of Cllarlestown c r o w 1  over awl settled , 
named from its shnpe, contailis about thirty acres, on the ~iortli i d e  of the IZystic llive~, arid Thomas 
and upon its borders are manj of tlie finest mi -  Coitnrore had built a mill war llount P rosp t ,  
dences. This po~ld received its name as earl! as or TVaite's Mount, as cnrlp ns 1G-40. J l a ~  11, 
l(lSS, nine gears aftcr tlie settlemer~t of Charles- 1649, BIjstic Side was set otf from Cliarlestom 
town, in whose records it is then mentioned; mid by tlre Gerieral Court, wit11 this brief act of ilrcor- 
i t  was so called in mairy other earis docurncnts. 1 &metima cnllcd " Thm 31yk Bruoka" 
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poration : '' In answer to the petic6n of senU in- 
habitants of hfisticke side, their request is granted, 
wit.,  to be a distinct toune of themselves, & the 
nexm thereof to be Jfaulden,"- thirty words in all : 
the act of the same General Court, May 3,1850, 
two hundred years afterwards, incorporating llal- 
den's fair daughter, J iehse,  contnins seven sec- 
tiow, with six hundred and forty-eight words. 

When Maiden was incorporated nearly all of its 
brritory above the settlement, a trnct of 2,300 
acres of undivided hnd, covering what was after- 
wards North bfalden, now Melrose, was a dense 

, forest ('full of stately timber," and " indeed gen- 
erally all the country round about was an uncouth 
wilderness." In time it came to be known as the 
*'aommou lands," or " the commons," becoming 
valuable as woodland and pasturage; and various 
toter were passed by the town for its preserva- 
tion and utility. The Ivhlden Records, Uarch 26, 
1694, contain the report of a committee "to run 
lines between the Common and proprietors' lands, 
aa follows: Run bounds Bound M y  pond 
j bounds are first a great buttenwood tree before 
Joseph Lines dore -and so bounded Round with 
eeuerall trees marked with letter C next common." 
~ o v d b e r  20, of the same year, it was " Yoied, 
That J* common shall be divided : bottom and top, 
yt. is, land and wood " ; and six days afterwards, 
a committee of three, Major William Johnson, C a p  
tain John Brown, and Captain John Smith, re- 
ported to the town the manner in which it should 
be done, giving to every freeholder in the torn 
a proportion according to his ratable estate. A 
committee of seven was then appointed to proceed 
with the division, and it was ordered that they 
"emplpy an artid to lay out tile lots." Every lot 
ras to " run 83  poles in length," and there was to 
be allowed "two poles in breadth between every 
range of lots for highways?. . . . Every proprietor's 
name to be written distinctly, and ya lots be well 
sh&d together, aud one man chose by the town 
to draw them out of a bag. The first name drawn 
to have the first lot." This division was tlrus made 
in 1695, when seventy-four freeholders, then in 
Malden, received their respective allotments. 

Melrose had beeu occupied severnl years before 
@the commons" were divided. The Spraguerc, 
Lyndes, and Greens had possessions here before 
then, and at about that time or a little later 
came the Bnrretts, Uplums, Howards, and Vin- 
tons. Some of these families have been here over 
two centuriesJ and the desceudante of all of them 

1 am among our citiams today. There rra sohK 
of the old homesteads now standing, portiorw .of 
which are at leost two hundred years old ; such is 
the case with the Jabez and Jonathan Lynde lmuses 
on Washington Street, and the Joseph Lynde l~ouse 
on Main Street, near Malden line. The Lyndes 
once owned nearly all of the soutllern part of JIel- 
rose, and severnl of the old homesteads are still 
occupied by members of this numerous family. 
They are all de~cel~dauts of Ensign Thomas Lynde, 
who settled in lhlden very soon after its incor- 
pomtion in 1649, and who was the eldest son of 
Thomas, who came from England, settled in Charles- 
town, and became a freeman in 1634. 

In the " Possesion of Richard Spragne in 
Charltowne limites," in the Charlestovu land 
records of 1638 the twelfth item is, (' Sixtie acres 
of land by estimation, more or lesse, scituate in 
pond fielde, bounded on the one side by Ralph 
Sprague, on the northeast by ell pond and the river 
that comes througl~ the meadow into Ell pond, and 
on the northwest by the coiiion." Richard Sprague 
was one of the three brothers, Ralph, Richard, and 
William, who cnme to Clmrlestown in 1629. The 
Spragues of hielrose are descer~dauts of Ralph, the 
oldest of the three. His son John early settled in 
Malden, and his son Phineas came to what is now 
llelrose about the year 1700. A grandson of this 
Phineas, also ~lsmed Phineas, was the Bevolution- 
nry patriot of whom many interesting anecdotes 
have been told. His farm was on the plain, and 
his homestead on Foster Street, where now staucls 
the residence of Mr. Liberty Bigelow. He kept a 
diary, and his account of the ever-memorable Dark 
Day is worthy of record. 

" Friday May the 19th 1780. -This day was 
the most Remnrkable day that ever my eyes be- 
held the air had bin full of slnoak to an uncommon 
degree So thnt wee could scairce see a mountain at 
two miles distance for 3 or 4 d a p  Past till this 
day after Noon the smoak d l  went otT to the South 
at smlset a very black bank of a cloud a p p e a d  in 
the south and west the Nes morning cloudey and 
thundered in the west about ten oclock it began 
to Rain and grew vere dark and at 12 it was all- 
most as dark as Nite so that wee was obhged to 
lite our candels and Eate our dinner by candcl lite 
at Noon day but betweell 1 and 2 oclock i t  grew 
lite again but ill the Evening the cloud cairn 
over us ngain the moon was about the full it wan 
the darkest Nite that ever was eeen by as in tht 
world." 



The d o u s  families of Greens descended from 
Thoma Green; who settled iu Jlaldeu about tlie 
Fear 1651. He early owned a farm of eixty- 
tliree acres at the Highlnnds, which was exempted 
when the commons were' divided, according to a 
vote passxi iu --meeting Nay 18, 1694, '' t l i t  
Samuel Grwn [son of Thomas] diall lnjoy his 
hous and p h i d  yt stands on n~id so mucli land 

about It as p Commite shall se muse to lay to It " ; 
and the records, iii referring to lot numbcr 64, my 
" prt east a g i ~ i s t  Rddiilg Rlide and prt on J. 
west of je C i ~ i l s  farm." Portions of this gmm' 
farm are ill tile possessioli of the dcscendwb of 
Thomas Green today. 

The Upl~mns, of wllom we still. have many fr&-' 
lies, desce~idcd fro111 Joliu Uplim, wllo was ad- 

Old Lrndr Eonre. Wmblagton Street. - 

mitted freeman in 1631, and settled in 3lalden 
a b u t  the year 1650. His son, Lieutenant Pliin- 

Upham, took r prominent part in King Philip's 
War, being!severely wounded at tile bfittle of Nar- 
ngansett Fort, December 19,1675, from the cll'ects 
of which wound lie dicd the year following. Phin- 
pas, the grandson of Lieutenant Epkam, was tile 
fikt to come. to Melrose, nnd settled on ZTj>1lam 

l~oniestead on Barrett Lane, now Porter Stteet. 
Captain Jonathan Banett, a great-grandson of 
Deacon Jonathan, was the first manufacturer 
of shoes in Jlelrose, commencing nt his liomestehd 
on Viliton Street, a t  what is nos  known ad the 
Uonntaia IIonsr. In " ye oldell time " this lo- 
cnlity wns called The Village, ahere the people. 
from different p r t s  of the town used to congregate 

I Hill, where there are still living severnl families i for social cliat and pleasure. Cnptnin Barrctt 
of .descendauk on the old komestends, on one of I (lied Xovrmber 18, 1821, ntid his funeral eennon,l 
which, that of George Cplmm, is still wen tire old- I tlelirerud in I\lalden, R'orember 25, 1821, on "the 
fnsliiooed welkweep wit11 its " iron-bound buckct." I,or(l's Dn? after the Interment," by &v. Aaron 

The Bamtts a n  dexenthntr of la inn  Barmt Greeii, was published ill a pnphlet. His slta.. 
who settled in Charlestown ill 1635, and wlio after- ! business ma continued b!. the lnte Mr. Geoqy 
wards cnme to Maiden, wlierc his son James was / Emerson ; and in later years shoe-manufacturing 
born in 1644. His son, Dcncoti Jo~~atlran Rnmtt, lins been quite an extensive .branch of industry in. 
mme to .Ifelrose about the year 1705, and built liis I Jfclrose. 

*r 



: Thomas and Benoui Vinton, direct descendants 
of John Vinton, of Lynn, \vho came to this country 

. not far from 1613, settled in that part of bfelrose 
called the Highlnnds, tlten a pnrt of Stoneham, about 
the year 1742. Tho- left three SOIM, Tllomns, 
Timothy, and Ezra, all of wl~om liad farms at the 
Highluldj ; the old homesteads are yet staiiding. 
Thue three brothers joined Captnin Spmgue's com- 
pany of minutemen whicli marched from Stoneham, 
to Lexington when the Revolutiorlary alarm was 
sonmled. During tile latter pnrt of the eightee~ith 
century a nwber  of other families came to Mel- 
rose, among them the Ho\vads, the Emenons, 
Pmtts, Groven, Edmundses, Lambees, Boardmans, 
Hemenways, Tainters, Goulds, Coxes, Eatons, and 
Fullera.' 

At a session of the General Court held Septem- 
ber.10, 1655, a committee of three, Thomos Mar- - shall, John Smith, and John Sprague, was " chosen 
to lap out the cduntry high way between Reddinge 
and. Winnesemett." This was tlie first a d  only 
d through Melrose for &any years. The various 
boandi nere given by the committee, begiuning at 
Reading, until it mchcd blelrose, and then they 
say it is to run " along on the cast side of Tlromas 
Coytmores lott, by Ele Pond, in the old way, to 
Thomas Lynds land, then through tlte first field, and 
so by the 6eld by l~is  homse, f&m thence, on the old 
way, b j  Maldon meeting house, through the stony 
smpe, etc. . . . . the 5d way to be fower pole 
broade in good grounde, mid six or eight where need 
requires." The old tony " here referred to meaus 
the old, crooked Indian p t h ,  or trail, in use before 
this date, winding hitiler and thither, going around 
this hill, shunning tliat swamp or bog, and over 
which the early traveller wended his way between 
Beading and Chelsea. On a plan of llalden sur- 
veyed b j  Peter Tufts, Jr., of Iliedford; in 1795, the 
only roads laid down in what was then North Ifal- 
den are the main road, called the Reading road, 
and Stoneham road, which leaves this near the 
comer of what are now Wyoming Avenue and 
Main Street, where stands the Ifasonic Hall. There 
is one essential change bet~veen the main road as 
hid out in 1653 and that on this plnn ; it then 

- went to the right of Boston Etock, in going north 
from Jlnldcn, nnd at tlie time the plan was made it 
pwsed to the left. The old-time residents of Nortli 
Maldea had to wend their \ray doan this old road 

. 1 Otba dctrilr coneerninq the old fnmiliu nod homatudr ue 
ginn in the ~irl-d dddrcu delivered at bfelme, July 4, 
1876. 

to " middle-town '* wlleiiever they attended divine 
worship, or wllen they rialled to vote on election- 

'dqs ,  or take part in nny of the town-meetings. 
The present Noin Strect was built in 1806. A 
short time previous to this, in 1798, a two-horse 
stage, t h ~  first public conveyance through 31elm,  
co~nmenced running between Boston and Reading, 
driven by Mr. Fanvell 13ro\rn ; a~id nfter the new 
road was built stage lines between Boston, Ando- 
ver, and Haverllill nere established, which also 
carried the mails. 

Tlle first preacl~ing service in what is now Mel- 
rose wns in the !ear 1813, nnd ans held in the 
little old district scl~ool-l~ouse wldcli was situated 
uenr tlie corner of the old rond, now Lebanon 
Street, and Upl~am Lnne, now Uphnm Street, wl~ich 
led up to tlle hill 011 ahicl~ lived so many of the 
Uplloms. Tlris school-house was tile only oue then 
in North Jialden. From these meetinp tlie Meth- 
odist Episcopal Cl~urch was organized in 1816, 
wl~icll co~~tiuued to hold its services in tlris lionse 
ulitil 1818, when n small meetinglmuse wu built 
on the g r e e ~ ~  at the junctioil of Btin and Green 
streets. This m s  occupicd ulrtil 1813, when it 
\vus removed, and a larger. edifice built 011 the same 
spot, and dedicilted November 30, of that year. 
In this the society wolul~ipyed until 1857, when 
it was sold, moved to the comer of Main and Essex 
streets, became Concert EIaII, aud was burned No- 
vember 30, 1875, j u t  thil.ty-tbree years from the 
day it was dedicated. The society the11 built the 
cllurcl~ now used by them on Main Street, which 
was dedicated April 1, 1557. Wright says in his 
HistoricalDiucourse, pmcbecl at 3lalclen 011 Thanks- 
giving Day, December 1, 1831, " Two individuals, 
formerly members of this church, are now success- 
fully engaged in publisliing the tidings of d v a =  
tion to their felloameii." Tlii refera to Rev. 
Frederick Upham and Rev. Warren Emerson, both 
born in Melrose, and both still preaching, -the 
former in Fairhaven, BZnss., and the lntter in West 
Thompson, Colin. The present pastor of this 
church is Rev. Isaac H. Pachrd. 

During the pears just previous to 1838 serious 
troubles, "petty jealousies, and bitter auimosities," 
had existed in this church; certain members be- 
came displeased with the form of church govern- 
ment, and in that year events culminnted in a 
division, a new cliurch being formed, aUed the 
Protestant Methodist ; sometimes cnlled the 'Ila 
formed Methodist. This society bought the old 
district school-house, and moved it down to Mail] 



Street, comer -of Upham, where it was enlarged and 
dedicated in 1830. After repeated but unsuc- 
cessful attempts to reunite these two societies, the 
Rotestant Methodists built a new edifice in 1841, 
removing the old cliurch to the comer of Foster 
and Myrtle streets, where it became r tenement 
house, and was aftenranla burned. On the 1st of 
January, 1856, this society was merged in the First 
Baptist Church, which continued to worship in this 
meeting-louse until July, 1873, when it was sold 
to the Catholics, and moved away to give place to 
the present brick chapel, which wns dedicated No- 
vember 17, 1874. Rev. Robert F. Tolman is the 
pnsent pnstor. 

TRe OrtAodoz Congregational Church was formed 
July 11, 1848. Its fint meeting-house was built 
on Foster Street, and dedicated May 17, 1849. 
Previous to this services had been held in the 
house of Dr. Levi Gould, opposite the present 
Methodist Church. After that services were held 
at the house1 of Deacon Jonathan Cochrane, and 
then at the centre depot of the Boston and 1l:iine 
Railroad. Their meeting-house was remodelled 
and enlarged in 1858, and destroyed by fire Feb- 
ruary 17, 1869. The present churcll edifice was 
dedicated October 20, 1870, and the Bev. Albert 
G. Bale, the present pastor, was settled Decem- 
ber 3, 1868. 
T'ke Uniuerualibt Society was organized in 1849, 

and the meetings held in Academy Hall, then 
standing on Benvick Street, aftemards moved to 
Main Street, where it became Lyceum HaU, and 
was destroyed by fire August 21, 1870. The 
meeting-house on Essex Street now used by the 
society was built by them and dedicated in 1851. 
Rev. Charles A. Skinner is the present pastor. 

Trinify Church (Episcopal) was formed Iky 90, 
1857, its first service being held at tlie residence 
of Mr. Samuel Rice on Lake Avenue, aftemards in 
Kaverley Hall. The present churcl~, on Emerson 
Street, was erected and dedicated in 1859. Rev. 
Henry A. Metcalf is now the rector. 
The Unitarian Collgregatwnal Church was or- 

ganized July 17,1187, atid the cllurch on Emer- 
son Street was dedicated Nay 1, 1872. Rev. 
Xatlmniel Seaver, Jr., is tile present pastor. 

Tke GztAolic Church was formed in April, 1878. 
The society, having purcliad the old Baptist 
Jleeting-liouse, moved it to Dell Avenue, and com- 
menced services therein in Oatober of that year. 
Rev. k m i a  J. O'Farrell is the present priest. 

Tie Melrme HigRlcrslJI CAurch was organized 

September 29,1875. A new chapel is now being 
erected. Rev. John G. Taylor is the acting pastor. 

The only school in Melrose for many years was 
kept in tlie little unpainted district school-house, 
whose after history as a church has been traced. 
I t  was built iu the year 1800, was twenty by 
twenty-five feet, and was situated on a knoll on 
the old road, now Lebanon Street, about a dozen 
rods south of Upham Street. In  tliis old school- 
house Robert Gerr~,  who died in Storleham, April 
1, 1873, in liis ninetieth year, taught school dur- 
ing the winter season for twenty-four years in suc- 
cession, commencing in 1803. Here the North 
Naldenites were taught to "Reed and wright and 
to Refmetick." The boys and girls of the west 
part of the town came "across lots," passing by 
the old Howard house, still standing on -Main 
Street, and crossing L Pond Brook on a log. After 
tliis house was sold to the Protestant Methodists 
a new one was built on Upham Street, in 1828, by 
the schoolmaster, Robert Gerry, for the town ,of 
Yalden. This nas burned in 1845, and the one 
built on its site was the only one owned by Ale- 
when incorporated ; in this was kept a primary, 
intermediate, and grammar school. This house 
was burned in April, 1871, and was succeeded by 
the preseiit grammar-scliool structure. A high 
school was established in 1857, aud the present 
high-school buildii~g, between Emerson Street and 
Lake Avenue, was built, a d  dedicated July 15, 
1869. There are now seven school-llouses, with 
sixteen schools. Value of buildings, 855,000, 
and of school property, 53,150. 

When the Revolutionary War broke forth, and 
the alarum-note from Concord and Lexington 
sounded for men "to resist the minesteral troops," 
nearly every able-bodied man living in North Md- 
den joined tlie Jialden company, under the com- 
mand of Captain Benjamin Blaney, ~vhicli marched 
Immediately for Concod ; a few joined tlie " alarm 
listJJ of about sistg men, under Captain Nnyler 
Hatch, which proceeded to Beacham's Point and 
tlirew up a fort. Captain IIatcli's company re- 
mained at the fort during the day, and after return- 
ing to town at night a number of the men started 
for Coi~cord, to joiu their comrades in battle. The 
names of tliose ~vho took part in tliis contest, living 
iii Bklrose, were Sergeaat Ji~Lez Ljnde, Nathan 
&ton, Josepli Ljnde, Jr., Ezn  IIo~vard, John 
Yinton, Berijamin L!~ide, William Upllam, Ezra 
Upham, John Grover, 3d, Unite Cox, Joseph 
Barrett, Jr., I'liineas Spmgue, John Grover, Jr., 
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John Gould, Phineaa Sprago~, Josph Lynde, and 
John Pratt. The two Spmgues were father and 
son; the father livi~ig on Foster Street and the 
ron on Porter Street. Of the father, Wrigl~t says, 
in his discourse, he was "a most dari~ig advocate 
of American rigl~ts. He was quite advanced in 
life at the breaking out of the war; but one of 
the individuals connected with Captain Hatch's 
oompany, mentioned as starting for Concord in the 
night, after hrrvi~~g lain at Beacham's Point durir~g 
the day. Mr. Sprague was very deaf; but his 
heart m as imperviou to fear as his eais were to 
mud. And when the rest of his pnrty were flying 
from the view of the enemy, he was seen upon a 
piem of rising ground swinging his hat, aud shout- 
ing 'Victory!'" 

The followi~~g receipt was given for bounty paid 
by Mr. Joseph Barrett, who was the grandfather 
of-Mr. Artemaa Barrett, from whom t l~is  and other 
documents have been obtained. 

" CAMBBDGE, Bug( 17, 1781. 
'* ]&ec4 of hi' Joseph Barret the sum of Twelve 

P o d  Solid Coine in full of a l l '~ccom~ts ,  Debts 
Does and Demands Against Mr Joseph Lyouds or 
Mr Joseph Barretts Clnss for Procuring a man for 
thrw years' service in the Army. 

" Recd by me BESJ Pen~ms." 

So- of the citizens of North Iialden had been 
in the previous wan of the coul~try, and othera 
furnished substitutes, and the following hi the re- 
Apt of one of these substitutes. 

"Jan. 13, 1761. 
aBecsived of Phinehm S p q u e  june'r eight 

P~unda lawful money it being for my going a 
8oIge.r to forte cnmberland and I had a promes 
not of Six Pounds be fore 

'' Pr me JOHN Barn." 

. In the Civil War of 1861 - 65 Ilelrose has a 
mbb record. Fort Sumter was fired upon 
April .la, 1861. The first all upon Nassachu- 
ah for three months' troops was by telegnm, 
April 15, when five citizens of Jlelrose responded, 
and four of them were in the first battle of Bull 
Bun. Mny 3, came the President's ail1 for three 
years' men, and )lay 6, a towu-meeting was held in 
Concert Hall, at which it was voted, " That the 
!Corn of Ifelrose appropriate the sum of $3,000 
for the relief of the families of the citizens of Bfel- 
rose, now absent in the service of the United 
Sbtes, or who may hereafter volunteer into the ser- 
vim of the United States, or the state of b- 

chusetts. Also that above all other ap~ropriations 
the sum of fifteen dollars per moutli be paid tq 
those persons bving  families, aud the sum of ten- 
dollan per month to tl~ose who an: siagle men, dur- 
ing their time of service in the war now pending." 

As the Rebellion progresssd many otlier meeting 
were held, and votes passed in aid of raising volun- 
tees and otlier necessary matters. Two huudred 
and three of her citizc~~s entered the service, and 
two commissioned ofticers and twe~~tysne  enlisted 
men gave their lives to their county. This roll 
of " unretnr~iing brave " is as follows : Lienten- 
ant George Thomns hfartin, Lieutenant George 
James Morse, William Francis Barry, Nathan H. 
Brand, Jonas Green Browu, Albert Waterstoti 
Crockett, Edtnund Wallace Davis, Henry Frauklii 
Fuller, Augustus Green, Martin Greene, James 
Boland Howrard, IVillinm F. Kmntz, Richard 
Lever, Benjamin Lynde, George Warren Lynde, 
William Henry hiacey, Sidney Bradford Morse, 
Frar~cis Peabdy, George Elwvyn Richardson, 
Tholnas H. Stevens, John Eastmnn Stiiphen, John 
Parker Shelton, and Benjamin F. Wilde. 

Since the close of the war others have died from 
diseases contracted while in the service, and have 
gone hence to " the land of the hereafter" to meet 
their comrndes and their God. Besides her own 
citizens, bielrose furnished for the various quotas 
two hundred and fifty-one men, making a total 
number of four hundred aiid fiftylfour, which was 
a surplus of seventy-three men above the number 
called for by the United States. She contributed 
338,000 for war expenses, besides the various and 
multiplied amounts given by individuah for bounty 
and charitable objects during its continuance. Ac- 
cording to its population and wealth, no town in 
the commonwealth did better service than JIelrose 
during this attempt to disintegrate our nation. h 
full and detailed history of the action taken in thb 
inteniecine war has been given in the McZ& 
Xemorial; The dunah of &Cnrrs in tRe Great 
Rebellion $1861 - 65. 

Tlirough the instrumentality of this Rebellion 
the fearful evil of slavery was wept from our land. 
During the last century our own temtory here in 
Xelrose was cursed by this t d c ,  as is witnessed 
by the following original document conveying two 
human beings into bondage to Mr. Phinem 
Sprague, Jr.; the same person who afterwards 
liired the substitute for the F ~ n c h  War, who 
served in the Revolution, and who wrote the ac- 
count of the Dark Day in 1780. 



" Know men by these present that I Thomas 
Nickels of Reding In the County of middlesex 
gentilman for and in Consideratio11 of the sum of 
thirty three pounds six shillings aarid Eight pence 
lawfull mony of Xew England to me in hand paid 
by pinia.h Spraigue Jun of Malden in the same 
County above sd Cordwinder whereof I do hereby 

water commissioners are Joseph D. Wilde, W. L 
Ellis, and Joseph R. Simonds. 

At the annual town-meeting held March $37, 
1871, the hfelrose Public Library wns organized 
by tlie passage of the fallowing vote, which m a  
otfered' by David Fairbanks, Esq. : "Tliat the 
money now in the treasury, refunded to the town 

acknowledge tlie Beceipt and my selfe therewith fuly I b the county treasurer, pursuant to Chapter 250 
and entirely'satisfied have bargelled sold set over of the acts of the legislature in 1869, and & i and Deliverd by these prewnt in plain aud , that shall hereafter accrue to the town under said 
open markit acodilig to the due fourm of law in ' act, be appropriated fot a public libnry and read- 
tlr& case mad do bargain set over big-room." This refers to what is knonn as the 
and Deliver nuto the said phinas Spraigue Jun a dog-tax. At this same meeting Frederic Kidder, 
negro woman namd pidge with one negro boy to / Elbridge H. Goss, and Charles C. h r r y  ren 
have and to hold to his proper use ruid behoofe of elected trustees, and the library was opened the 
him the said pllinas Spraigue his heirs, executors following Kovember, nith 1,400 volumes. It has 
administrators aud assigns for ever and I Thomas been since sustained by a small annual appropria- 
nickdc. for my self my heirs executorn ndministm- / tion in additioii to tlie above sum. Its cinulation 
tors and asigns ganst all in all manner of person I ! has increased each year, and the library now has 
shaU warrant and for ever Defend by these present. 4,000 volumes. Miss Carrie bi. Wortha  is the 
In witness whereof At11 the Deliver of the bar- , librarian, and tlie trustees remain the same, wi& 
gained persons I have set to my halid and seal tlle the exception that in 1,873 Miss Hannah Lynde 

. 

twenty five Day, of april in the 17 fifty three y a r  
of ye Baign of oure Souerign lord gorg the Second 
ouer grate Britton. 

and Miss Addie A. Kichols were added to thc 
board. TI* town has, besides tlie public libmrjr, 
one cimrCulating and eight Sabbath-school Libra- 

'THOUAS NICHOLS [seal] ries. 
" S i d  and our Seal I753 and Delever in the April 15,1872, the town voted to build a town- 

present of us I hall on its lot of land corner of Dlai~i and E u  
"JON' KIDDEB streets. I t  was finished aild dedicated June 17, 
“ EDWARD LAMBEET." 1874, and the address was delivered by Mr. George 

F. Stone. I t  is a fine brick structure, costing 
In 1869 the three towns of hidden, Medford, i $65,000. I t  has a bell weiglli~ig two thousand 

and Melrose unitedly purcllased tlie franchise of , pollnds in its tower, and the clock ms a gift to 
the Spot Pdnd Water Company, which was char- 
tered by the legislature in 1867. Several pro- 
tracted toh-meetings were held, and strong oppo- 
sition was made, before Melrose voted to join lier 
neighbors in the introduction of this water ; but 
now that it is runuing througll sixteen miles of 
our streets, suppl~ing houses, fire-hydrants, manu- 

' the town by the Hon. Dai~iel Russell, the present 
state senator. 

hielrose is the home of several authors. Satnuel 
Adauls Drake has written several standard histori- 
cal works : OM La~lrZtnarks altd ~ is for ic '  perso;- 
ages qf Boslon, Iiisforic FielrJs and Narrsions of 
Jfid(?Ieaex, AToob atlrl Corliers of tAe Kcto Eng- 

factories, and public buildings, so great a blessing lajrtl Consf, besides otlier historical publiwtiona. I has it proved, that no consideration would indnce I Mr. Drake has also beell a co~itributor to the lead- 
the iuhabitants to part with it. Situated as Spot , ing mngzines, and to the revised editioii of the 
Pond is, i t  being a natural reservoir one liundred Encyclop(Iicr Brihnninr.l His most recent woik, 
f& above the general level of the town, fecl wholly Cop/(& A'elaon, a romance of the Revolutioi: of 
by springs, it is not only a charming slleet of water I 1680, is pronounced a successful revival of Amu- 
snrroanded by beautiful scenery, but forms one of 
the best supplies of pure, soft nnter to be found 
in the state. The water-works were finished and 
the water introduced August 26, 1870. The cost 
to the t o m  has been 8174,551.44. There are 
over nine hundred water-tak~rs. The present 

icn~i IiistoriaI fiction. 
At tlie brmking out of the Civil V a r  IIr. Drake 

was a residcllt of Hnnsns, which then lud no or- 
ganized militia or public arms, while her eastern 

- Th h,,,,bn m~d8,  om+ 
princifiom. 
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border was threatened by a population hostile to 
the Union. Having been appointed adjutant nnd 
inspedor-general, Colonel Drake took a prominent 
part in putting the state ill a posture of defence, 
and in organizing troops for service in the field. 
Having served as colonel of the 1st regiment of 
date tlwps, he was in Febmaq, 1864, promoted 
to be brigadier-geueral. In July, 1864, he was 
made colonel of the 17th Regiment of Kansas 
Volunteer Infnntrg, which he led during the memo- 
rable invasion of biissouri by the rebel general 
Sterling Price. -Mr. Drake has resided in Melrose 
dnm 1870. 

Frederic Kidder has written several historical 
m r h  : Tks dbenaki Indians, Eautem Maine and 
Nova Scotio iu tAe Rmolutiot6, Ezpedition of Gap- 
l o i f  Join Lovmell, TAe Boslon Mawclcre, Pirat 
N. IT. Begiment in t8e Revolution, and, in con- 
nection with Dr. A. A. Gould, a Hialory of New 
IpabicA, N. H., his native town. Mr. Kidder also 
made a valuable contribtltion to the vexed ques- 
tion concerning the first discoverer of the main- 
land of America, entitled, The D i s c m q  of N i t )  
d&o By Jokn Cabol, which was printed in the 
ITirtorical and ffeneabgical lbgiutar. 

William Frederick Poole, now librarian of the 
Chicago Public Library,~ was for many years a 
mideut of Melrose, and while here contributed to 
TRs ArmtA drnericalr Review, and otlier magazines, 
several articles of historical and educational char- 
roter; among them &/don Milher and Sakm 
TilcRcrafl, Tie IPitcdcrafl Delusion of 1692, 
2% Battle of tks Dictionaries, and other ortho- 
graphical ppers. He llas since published Anti- 
slavery Opinions before t ie  gear 1800, The Or&- 
nonce of 1787 and Dr. ManmseA Cutler. His 
Index to Periodical Litmature has n world-wide 
reputation. 
Mary Ashton Livennore, so often called the 

##queen of the platform," whose voice and pen are 
always used in behalf of woman, temperance, and 
d other causes tlmt benefit humat~ity, has made 
her home in Nelrose for the p s t  dozen yean. She 
has been editorially connected with the press for 
over twenty years. In  1838 her husband, Rev. 
D. P. Livermore, went to Chicago to become editor 
and publisher of The New Covenant, Mrs. Liver- 
more becoming assistant editor. When the Re- 
bellion broke out she became connected with the 
h i t n r y  Commission at Chicago, and, as president 
of the board of directors, performed a vnst amount 
of labor in sustaining t h t  beneficent movemelit. 

Soon after peace waa d e c M  she started a paper 
called PAe Agitutor, which was afterwards merged 
in Tke Woman's Journal at Boston, of which she 
became editor. She held this posithn for two 
yeam, and is still connected with the editorial-staff. 
For the past three yean slie hns been prwident of 
the hisssltchusetts IVomn's Temperance Clirhtian 
Union. Her published books are Pen Pictnres; 
or, Sketcdcs fretn Domatic Lfe, and a temperance 
prize tale, which was written m d  issued over 
thirty years ago, was out of print for a quarter of 
a centttry, and recently republished ; i t  is entitled, 
Tkirty Years too Xiate. I t  has been well sad, 
"Every vice finds in her a determined foe, and 
every reform has in her an able, but not a bigoted 
champion." 

George P. Burnham, who camk to M h e  the 
year it was incorporated, has written nine or ten. 
works on ornithology. His 6rst was a Hiufoiy of 
1Ae Hen Fsocr : A H u ~ n o m s  Record; and hut, 
Oar Ganaries, and other Pel  Birdr. He has writ- 
ten an antislavery story, The Rag-Picker; or, 
Bound atad Fvee, besides other works. When the 
Bebellion broke out, Mr. Burnham was a press- 
correspondent' in Wnshington. He received an 
appointment on the general staff by the President, 
as brigade commissary, with the rank of captnin, 
and was assigned by the secretary of war to Gen- 
eral Banks' command at  New Orleans. He after- 
wards served in the same capacity in the Army of 
the Potomac, under General Grant. 

Robert F. Leighton, while mnster of the Melrose 
High -School, prepared several text-books for 
scbools: Greek Lebsons, adapted lo Goodwin's 
Greek f f  rammat ; Latin Lessons, adapted to dcku 
aud GreenotrgADa h t i n  f f r a r m r  ; nhd Harvard 
Eraminatiox Papers, iu two volumes. Since be- 
coming master in the Brooklyn High School he' 
has written a History of Rom. 

In  1870 Gilbert Nash issued a volume of poems 
entitled Bay Leuva; and in 1878 Everett W. 
Burdett wrote a Hiutory of hie 0kS Gout4 Meeting- 
Aow in Boston. 

Melrose hns one newspaper, TAeMeZroue Jonrnal, 
which was also for a sliort time published as Tka 
Melrose Piuilor, a weekly paper established in 
1868. A few ~iumbem of a pnper called TRe Xel- 
rose Aduertiuer were issued in 1856. 

Besides its literary celebrities, several well-known 
artists have made llelrose their home, findilq 
among its picturesque hills and dales abundant 
materials for their pencils. For several years, J. 



&Aft Ook, the eminent landscape and cattle 
paintu, reeidd at the Highlands, of which ~ g i o n  
bc has made several fine views. George F. Hig- 
@ and George R. M o m  are both very clever 
hndscrpepinters. Chnrles Fumenus is a portrnit 
~ n d  lanclscape painter, perhaps rather excelli~~g in 
his hdsapes.  Miss Mary K. Baker and Abbott 
Fuller Graves are flower-painters ; tlie former lins 
m estab&shd reputation, and has given the world 
some most excellent pieces; nnd the latter, a most 
prombing young artist, has produced some adpi- 
nble specimens 6f liis handicraft, and if he main- 
trins his present high standard, a brilliant future 
awaits hi.  

Hon. Daniel W. Gooch was born at Wells, 
f i e ,  January 8, 1820. He graduated at D a r t  
month College in 1843, was admitted to the Suf- 
folk bar in 1846, and come to lielrpse, then North 
lIaldm, in October, 18-43, He ans a representative , 
totheGenela1 Court in 1852, and to the state con- 
stitutional convention in 1853. He was elected 
~presentative, and served in the thirty-fifth, thirty- 
aiith, tKfty-seyentli, aid thirty-eighth congresses; 
he was a member of tlie Coapssioiial Committee 
on the Conduct of tlie War during its four years 
of investigations, and its chairman on the part of 
the House. He was blso elected to tlie thirty-ninth 
congress, but resigned his seat September 1, 1865, 
having been appointed naval officer for the port of 
Boston by Preeident Johnson, wliicli position he 
held about one year. In 1868 he was elected a 
deleete to.the Chicago convention. In 1872 he 
wax- again elected, and served as representative for 
the fifth b c h u s e t t s  district in the forty-third 
congress. Iu 1875 lie was appointed pension- 
agent at Boston, a position ahicli lie still holds. 
The first-vote of Mr. Gooch was thrown for the 
Jhze-$oil part?, with which be acted until the Re- , 
publican party was organized, since which time he 
ha3 ever been an-earnest supporter and cl~nmpion 
of ;its principles. 
. Hon. Samuel. E. Semnll was born in Boston, 

. November 0, 1799, alid came to JZelrose a year 
or two after the Boston and llaine Railrod was 
built, which was opened for travel July 4, 1845, , 
when there were but two or tliree hundred inliati- 

ber of the Massachusetts Antislavery Society, id 
of the Xational Antislavery Society; and when 
the Liberty pnrty wns inaugurated he was fur two 
years tlieir candidate for governor, and ever after- 
wards acted wit11 that and the Free-Soil p r t y  until 
they were merged i l l  tlie Republican .lwrty. In 
1862 he was elected to the state senate from Stone- 
Imm, his residence then being just within the line 
of that part of Stonellam which was debelid end 
set off to lfclrase tlie year following. This mm 
the o i i l~  political office lie has ever held. \\'bile in 
the senate lic was instrumental in pbsing a n& 
of wise and salutary lnlvs, one of them being tkat 
\vhicli gives aliens tlie riglit to hold real estate; 
and he drafted a bill which became a lam t ~ o  or. 
three years afterwards, giving mamed women the 
right to hold property ; and from tlmt day to thL , 
he has ever been among the foremost, with voice 
and pen, in advocnting the passage of laws for the - 
benefit of women, nnd a stniich advocate of Lhe 
doctrilie of Wainan Suffrage. I I 

Ifelrose has three cemeteries. Ifelrose k g  

tery, in tlie centre of the town, is the oldest. Wyo- ' 

ming Cemetery, contailling tre~lty-one acres, in 
the soutliern part of tlie town, was purcllad a d  
laid out in 1856, and is the one now principally 
used. m e  Jews have a cemetery on Enwood 
Avenue.- 

Battery C, of tlie Nassachusetts Volunteer Mili-. 
tia, has its headquarters in Nelrose,>ith ik.ar-. 
mory on Dell Avenue. The Fire Department I-. 
eighty-one hgdrnnts of Spot Poltd water well d i s  
tributed througliout the tom. There are 'fouf 
companies : Liberty Bigelon Hook and Ladder. 
Company, with twenty-five members, Russell 
Hose Company, Pi. D. Blnke Hose Cornpiany, and 
the Higlilaud Hose Company, with fifteen memben 
eacii ; also one hand-engi~ie, - tlie Endeaswr. 

The Ifelrose Savings Bank, organized iu t874, 
now has S 62,000, deposited by 536 ptrons. 

There are several other societies and associations 
in hfelrose not yet apokeu of, nnd which an.o~rly 
be mentioiied. Tliere are sir tempemnce opnize-  
tioils, namel~, Guiding Star Lotlge KO. 28, Lde- 
pendent Order of Good l'emplnrs, Siloam Temple 
of Honor Xo. 29, Siloom Social Temple of Honor 

tantl). He has been identified with the wltislavery , KO. 6, Cadets of Tenlpniice KO. G, Lojola Tem- 
movement in bInsdrllcllusetts since its first small I perance Cadets, and the Catholic Total Abstineuce 
beginniags, being one of tile very few who joined 1 Society. . . 
William Lloyd Garrison when he wme to Boston ' Nasonic Hall was built in 1866 by tire Waverley 
in 1850, and copmenced his lifelong crusade Naso~lic Association for masonic purposes, and in 
against &very. -. Mr. Sewall was an active mem- , this TVyomi~g-Loclge, Waverley Royal .itch Chap 



far, M d n m  Council, did Hugh de Pap's Chm- 
mmdery of Knights Templara hold their meetings. 
The M b  Lodge No. 157, Independent Oder 
of Odd Fellors, and the Golden M e  Degree 
M g e  No. 23, Daughters of Rebkal;, hold their 
meetings in Temple of Houor Hnll, corner of Main 
and Foster streets. The U. S. Grant Pout No. 4, 
(3. A. R., was organized in 1866. The litern ry so- 
oietiw am the h i d a b o u t  Club, Frir~lltlin Frater- 
nity, Centennial Club, Avon Club, and the 0.0. S. 
Club. The High School Alumni holds an anunal 
gathering. The Yelrose Lyceum gives an anuual 
course of lectures and entertainments in the town- 
w. The Knights of Honor and the Royal Arca- 
num each have a lodge. The Crystal Lake Boat- 
Club h its headquarters on L Pond. And there 
am the Melrose Orchestra, and the Wyoming 
Mdsical and Social Uuiou, which Im taken the 
place of the Jfelrose Musical h i a t i o n .  Truly 
it may be said, that of societies -religions, tem- 
perana, educational, fraternal, charitable, military, 
and aocial- 3Ielrose has a great abundance. 
- The growth of Idelrose has been very even, as 
dl be aeen by the different censuses. When incor- 
porated in 1860, it had a population of 1,260 ; in 

1856 it had 1,978; in 1860, e,6e6; in 1866, 
9,865; in 1870, 3,414;. in 1875,3,990. It now 
has a populntion of 4,365. In 1850 its valuation, 
personal and real estate, was 3483,446; now it is 
83,666,543. In 1 8 3  there were 135 building ; 
now, 1,045 dwellings, stores, churchee, school- 
houses and halls, - hit, Temple of Honor, 
Good Templam, Unity, and Armory. ' There are 
now 1,203 ratable polls and 925 vders. Ac- 
cording to the census of 1875, there aere thirteen 
manufacturing d l i s h m e n t s  and t h i y  -thret 
occupatio~ls, which produced during that year 
9388,77% ; nud fifteen fnm, v a l d  at 8 118,950, 
which produced. 5 16,180. 

Situated as it is, so near Boston, with admirable 
railroad lacilities, delightful and varied scenery, 
charming drives, with every facility for home com- 
fort and enjoyment, churcl;es of many denomina- 
tions, good schools, an unfailing supply of pure 
water for dwellings and public buildings; with soci- 
eties md assooiatiow of almost every kind, A I e h  
will continue to grow in the future, as i L  has in- 
the past, and. in a time not far distant, there will, 
perhaps, be mother city in the good old common- 
wealth of MaaPnr?hasetta 

. . . . 
. . N A T I C K .  . . 

BT WW. S. D. ROSMEB, ASSISTED BY REV. DAIUIEL WIOET AND AUSTIN BACON. 

KE neighbor towns of Natick 
, are, on the east Needham and 

Dover in Norfolk County, Sher- 
born to the south, Fmmingham 
rest, and Wayln~ld north. Lake 
Coehitnate, the Long Pond of 
our fathers, but resuming its - ~ ~ ~ -  Indian name when it became 

- - - Boston's rater-supply, is a note- 
worthy natural fenture. Charles 

Ever crooks through South Natick; and on the 
edge of Dover Pegan Hill rises four hundred feet. 
Natick has three villages : the compact, populous 
Centre, on the Boston and Albany Railroad, seven- 
teen miles from the city; Felchville, a mile north ; 
and two miles southeast the origiilnl settlement, 
&uth Natick. Population, by the census of 1876, 
7,419. 

This town, one of the few in M k h n a e t t a  4 t h  
an Indian name, pmrves thus the tact of its a b  
riginal origin ; for when John Eliofs missionary 
labors at Nonantum bore fruit, he aished to gather 
these converts into a communiiy remoter from the 
whites. Riding in qart of a good location, and 
disappointed in one place examined, the record 
states that he prayed behind a great mck for 
guidance in this matter. Soon after a friendly 
Indian suggested anotl~er site, of which Eliot thus 
writes: ccThe Lord did dixover that them it was 
his pleasure we should begin this work. Whcn 
g m e  was fit to cut, I sent some Indians to mow, 
and other to make hay, because we! must oh ride 
thither in the Autumn, and in the spring befom 
any gnuue is come, and there is provision for oar 
horses, their work was performed well, as I found 
when I. went up to them with my man to order it." 



I 
They next built a foot-bridge eighty feet long, 

ri?ing from either end to the centre. I t  gave easier 
rcceu, especially in the spring floods, to their gar- 
dew and orchards ; for on the left bank of Charles 
Birer lay a meadow previously reached by a ford. 
lhis bridge was so firmly set that it did good ser- 
vice f a  years. The Indian8 gave their Inbor, 
tbongh Eliot offered payment, and the bridge was 
dedicated with religious exercises. ' TboSpeen family (Indians) owned the land which 
bj a qnitclajm deed, ~ e t  treasured in the town 

, d i v e s ,  signed by Eliot and witnes..d by seven- 
' teen Indians, they generously gave to tbe common 
I d, taking only a single ripht in land, but retain- 
1 ingtbe weirs they had put in the stream. 
I But as the new plantation was tvitliin the limits 
; of Dedham, that town tl~rougll the Genernl Court 

granted Natick two thousand acres. 
Natick has been commo~dy thought to mean 

'the place of hills," whicli it certainly is. Anoth- 
et snggested signification links the word r i th the 
sound of water dashing over rocks. A tliird ex- 
planation gives " my land." 1 History is A n t  p. to the exact timc of removal 
from No~mntum; but on coming to Xntick they 
laid out three parallel streets, two on the north, 
and one on the south side of the water, and divided 
the land into fifty lots more or less. .That ~vould 
show 3 population of two Iiundred probably. b 
few houses were built, but Gookin says tiley liked 
aigwams better as being warmer and more port- 
able. Then for the general good a fort was con- 
strutted, ditched, banked, and stockaded; round 
and capacious. 

In the summer of 1651 they were building a 
framed edifice, fifty feet by.t\rent~-fire, nit11 two 
stories - thelower a wl~oolmom week-days, a sanc- 
tuay on the Sobbath. Tile npper story became a 
wareh6nse for fnm-one of their chief men, 
maban, being a trader-and otlier raluables, 
with a corner walled off for a small cliamber. Here 
Eliot lodged when at Natick. Tlie natives sawed ( 
the timber, and only llad tlie help of an English I 

loyal subjects of the English crown. But in local 
affairs, for his convenience and theirs alike, Elid 
would teach them self-government. &ad his ao 
count : - 
" Therefore upon the sist day of the sixt Month 

of tl~is present gear, (their Pallizadoe Fort being 
finished) they had a p a t  meeting, and many came 
together from diverse parts, though sundry wem 
hindered and came not at that time: where with 
Prayer to God I read and espounded the eighteenth 
of Exodus, and filially they did solemnly choose two 
rulers among theniselves, they first chose a Ruler 
of an hundred, then they chose two rulers of fifties, 
then they chore Ten or Tithing Men." W l m  ten 
captains of ten men each were elected, every private 
selected his captain. T~tl~erswarnp, we suppose, 
was generalissimo; our oldest acquaiatance, Wa- 
ban, stood next in rank. So early were they in- 
structed in the science of government, and each 
man allowed the freeman's right -to vote for Ilia 
rulers. Does Eliot's policy in making his settlers 
landowners and voters suggest light on the Im&n 
problem of today ? 

October 8, 1651, was a notable day at  Natiek. 
Their revered teacher visited the place. ?Other 
diynitaries also came. The minister and the mag- 
istrate in those times received marked respect. 
Church and state were well represented on this 
owasion. Governor Endicott, Rev. Mr. Wilson 
of Roston, with others, wished to be eye-witnesses 
of tlie good work, and bid the workers Godspeed. 
Tlie governor came as far as Dedilun, resti~ig 
there overnight, and nest moroing, escorted in 
official dignity by a troop of twenty Ilorsemen, 
rode hither. We fancy the nine miles after leiwing 
Dedham town found clearings scarce, and the bri- 
dle-path ma! liave been on an Indiau trail through 
the roods. Bev..JIr. Wilson, aitli cousin Raws6n, 
tile secretary of the colonp, spent the night at 
TJ-atertolrn Jlill, and rode over in the morning. 

After the guests liad looked around meeting- 
time cyme. Tlle drum-beat may have served for 
a .tolling-bell, tlie falling sai~ds of nn hourglass 

carpenter at the raising. Aa Indian despises man- 
aal labor; but these friends of tile ~vliite teacher 

as tlieir clock to measure tiwe. We suppose the 
service tliat day was held in the open air inside 

prqved their civilization and Cl~rirctianity by their I the fort. Tlie meetiag-house pr~bably stood with-, 
iodnstry and skill. And now, below tile wooded I in t l~c  pnlisdc. Thc visitors were sated under a 
Ilills, we ace the riverside ])ln~htion in tile dense caiio1)y ; beneath a s~nnller awiing were the village 
f ~ t -  I magistracy, trvelve ~ncn ; tlie Indian women . w m  

I The nest step establisl~ed tlie vilhgc inti a body , in one part, the men in auotlier. What a scene I - 
politic. It was a h d y  under the g c n e ~ l  juridic- the- governor in state ; tlie reverend clergy, eager 

of the colony, and SO Eliot's converts became , listeners ; the train-band with a trumpeter at lust 



to, make music; and befom them the I r k  sons of 
the to&, men, women, and children, a hundred 
or  mom ! One of the best-tanght natives preached. 
Hir name is not chronicled, but we have liis text 
and homily, the trmsures hid in a field, and the 
merchantman seeking goodly pearls. When he 
prayed he stood up, but .gave his eshortation sit- 
ting on 8 stool. He was dressed like the English, 
and discoursed three quarters of m hour. Then 
Eliot expounded for an hour. The governor and 
Mr. Wilson briefly nddressed the assembly through 
(U interpreter. Finally the schoolmaster, litone- 
quassun, deaconed off a psalm, which the Indians 
n n g  t~ an English tune cheerfully and "pretty 
tunable," the governor writes. 

Aher aervice~ the chief men consulted with Endi- 
c6tt about s grist-mill they proposed to build. 
Mr. Wilson rpeaks of the fair house, the'fruit- 
trees, of the goodly plain over the river toward 
Ikdlmm, their planting grolmnd, mid their bridge. 

C i d  affairs being arranged, Eliot sought to 
gather the converts into church estate, a task need- 
ing .more time and patience than the former ; for 
the churches, as well as the converts, must be sure 
of their thorough yrepmtion. Nor do we forget 
the helpers in England who watched their progress 
with unflagging interest. I n  1649 hati been in- 
corpomted The Society for Propagating the Gospel 

. in New England. Men like Baxter, Caryl, and 
Sir Thomas Boyle* co-operated. They gathered 
funds to sustain Eliot and his coworkers. Tlie 
letters of Wilson, Shepard, biayliew, and Eliot 
were ~nblished and widely read; and the titles 
of these little books reveal a growing confidence 
in the p o d  work : Tks Day BreuXitv, if uot (/re 
&r-&ing of as Gospel with the Indianr; The 
e i b r  &H SRitls qf tke Gospel; The Jig& appear- 
ing awe and more unto I/M perfect Day. These 
tracts afford original information from the workers 
themselves. 

Waban and others became Christimls nt Nonan- 
tam. Good Warnpons on l~ is  death-bed there said 
to his fiends, " I now shall dye, but Jesus Clirist 
caIleth you tliat live to go to Noticke, that there 
the Lord might rule over you, that you might 
mnke a church, and have the Ordinances of God 
among you." 

October 13, 1653, the elders nnd messengers of 
the churches met with Mr. Eliot and his dusky 
friends at Natick. Five of the principal ~ntives 
told their religious experience, which wm trans- 
lated for the visitors. The waning aftenloan gave 

no time for others, but the confessions of fifteen 
were next spring published with Ole title, Teurr 4 
Repentance, ~ n d  wiclely read on both sides of tlur 
Atlantic. 

June 13, 1654, eight men from Natick went 
to Boxbury for elmniination. Mone~~unssnn, the 
school-tencher arid chorister, was detained by sick- 
ness, of which he died soon after. 

In  1656 Daniel Gookin of .Cambridge became 
civil superintendent of all the Indians nnder Mas- 
sachusetts jurisdiction. This office brought him 
into close relations with Eliot, arid the tuo wrought 
each in his sphere most lovingly; one ordering 
the civil matters of the natives, and tlie other thek 
religious. Boxbury and Cntnbridge wen mutual 
helpers in gospelizing the aborigines in yet another 
way, as we &all soon see. 

In the fall of 1658 a solemu Enst wm kept at 
Natick, pnrtly prepamtory to church gathering, 
partly nlso on account of excessive mi=, hurtful 
to their cropr. The substnnce of the exhortations, 
or sermons, by IVnban and Nishokou is still extant. 

At. last the Natick church was gatliered in 1660, 
composed of those whose confessions had been 
printed, with others; but just when, a d  with how 
many members, and nnder whnt circumstances, ae 
find 110 record. 

In a letter of later date Eliot describe the 
church usages of the Prnying Indians. Theit 
practice was like the whites in tlie inchurchhg, 
and after a church was established they mceived 
members thus : " Tlley were diligently examined 
both privately and publickly in the catechism, their 
blameless and pious conversation is testified to, 
their name are pubtickly exposed as clesiriug to 
make coufession. When the teachers and c&f 
brethren judge them meet they are called pub1icki.y 
to confess, confederate, and be baptized, both 
themselves and their cliildren, if not grown up. 
All the Indian churches in 1673 were furnished 
with officen, w i n g  the church at Natick, and in 
modesty they stnnd off, bemuse so long as I live, 
they sny there is no need ; but we propose (Gqd 
willing) not always to m t  in this answer." 

In 1658 Mr. Eliot petitioned the General Court 
for more land to be granted the plantation #'oat 
of the common lands adjoining" ; four thousand 
acres were given in a northerly and westerly dire-  
tion. This trnct covered whnt is now South Fmm- 
ixigham, md th lands westerly arid southwest of 
Farm Pond, and on the northwest it touched Sud- 
bury River near Merriam's Hill. 



NATICK . 

The church fnirlp planted, Natick became a 
missionary centre. Till the formntion of other 
cbnrches, those living nt Hassauemesit, &gunkook, 
MUI J1;lrlborough held membersl~ip here. Teacheis 
md pmchers were trained for the growing work. 
Already our untiring apostle, ilotaithstand~ng ps- 
tod labor at Roxbury (he had three colleagues 
duriug his fifty-eight years' ministrj) cu~d days of 
toilsome trnvel, - for he lmd e s p l o ~ d  tile country 
from Martha's Yiaeyard to tlie Merrimack, from 
Cape Cod to Brookfield,- had devoted pains by day 
and night to a greater task of Christian scholar- 
ship. Having learned the hngunge from an Indian 
mant, he could, in 1646,  reach to It-abnn in 11is 
mother tongue. But Eliot longed that the natives 
should have the Bible at their wigwams. In 1649 
henislied to translate the Scriptures; in 1651 he 
wrote that he had 110 expectation to see the \Ford 
of God translated, much less printed in his day. 
The attempt was so heroic, we do not r o ~ ~ d e r  at 

gave England Kiug James' version, and the d e c t  
company of English and America11 divines whou* 
headquarters in preprii~g the latest revisioll am 
the Jerusnlem Clurmber, in Westmi~~ter  Abbey. 

Eliot made an 111dian gnmmar, and desc r ib  
his method of study. "I would pursue a word, 
noun or verb, through all the voriations I could 
tl~ink of." -1s the snvages had IIO mitten lai~guage, 
our author represe~~ted their.sounds by the Eloman 
letter& All tlie qualifying terms relating to the 
pri~~cipal idea were joi11e.d by prefix or suffix to 
the lending word. For genders, nouns were divide& 
as ~.epresenting animate beings or inanimate things, 
and formed their plurals accordi~~gly in og or a&.. 
" They l~nd no complete or distinct word for the verb 
substantive, but it is u d e r  a regular composition, 
wherebj many words are made verb substantiva" 
Tl~e  personal pronouns had a separable and insepa-'- 
nble for~n, my being expressed by the letter N, 
prefixed t o . t l ~  word." -. 

hb~fern. * But he did see both. In 1658 Genesis / Our Apostle of New England w i s t d  in 6- 
rud Bfatthew were in use at Natick. This transla- izing nn 111dian cllurcl~ on Martha's Vineyard, hu-: 
hon of the Bible must have bee11 studied out partly 
in Boxbury, partly in his little chamber here; 
thoughts, worcls, plans, came to l~im doubtless in 
his joun~eyi~~gs. 

gust 22,1670, and in 1671 his own second thud 
arose nt Hassanemesit. But the Natick church, ' 
the first-born in the wilderness, was the largest, and 
enjoyed more of the missionary's presence. In 

In 1661 the New Testa~nent issued from tile 1 1670, ten pears old, it had fifty commnnicanb.u 
(hnbridge Press, folloved in 1663 by the Old I Tliat it rns active in all good endeavors, is shown 
~iytarhent. Two hundred copies of the first, by tile instructions of t l~e  Katick church to its 
stror~gly bound in leather, had at onrx been cir- 
culated among the Indians. Tl~e whole Bible 

chosen members, IVilliam and Anthony, alw John 
Sausamon, I\-l~om it sent as ambassadors to the 

makes a stout quarto of over one thousand pges, I Jliseonlro~~og savages, to avert if possible their 
.od with it are bound the Psnltrr versified from go~ng to war with the E~~glish. I 

the Bay Psalm-Book, and a short catechism. All I Yore Indians were educated for preachers by 
were published at the expense of the Englisl~ soci- 
ety, who sent over the press and materials. The 
building erected for Indian studeets became the 
printiug-house for the seco~~d editiou. 11 difl~~se 
l a h t o r j -  dedication to Charles 11. prefaced the 

Katick ~cliooling and exercising their gifts 'in 
cl~urch-meetings, than availed tl~emselves of the 
Indian Hall at C'anibridge, though a number stud- 
ied there. One aboriginal name graces the &- 
verd Triennial, an ishnder from the Vineyard, a 

copies of the first edition sent to Englaad, and Sir , graduate in 1665. But the close confinement: to 
b b e r t  BoyIe tells hmv the merry monarcl~ received books was more thnn the native temperament could 
the estrange gift. " He looked a pretty wl~ile upon bear. Mr. Eliot left at Quinbiasel, now T i ~ o m p  
it, and showed some tl~ings in it to those that had 1 son, Co~~necticut, in 1674, Daniel, a Natick Indian, 
the honor to be about him. Yet tile unexpected 1 as their teacher, - probnbly Takawampbait, of 
coming in of an'Envoje fro1n1the Emperor I~intlcrcd 
me from receiving that fuller e\pressiou of 111s 
grace toward the translators and dcdiwtors, tlrat 
rnigllt othen~ise ha\.e bee11 expted." 
IVe appreciate the diniculties and gnndeur of 

~ i io t ' s  work, wit11 no gnmmntic;rl ltelps to acquire 
a dialect atterly unlike tlie Old-World languages, 

~vhom more presently. 
S c l t  y r  came that fearful conflict of the abo- 

riginal nnd European nces, called, from its instiga- 
tor, Pl~ilip's ,PI7nr. IYaban and Snuwmon warned t l~e  
\rhites of Pliilil)'~ designs, aad Sausamon lost his 
life thereby. Eliot, in the Roxbury recoids, thus ' 
characterizes him : " A man of eminent parts and - 

when we remember the college of. acliolan tlut 1 wit, he was of late years conv'ted, joyned to the 



188 HISTORY OF I I I I D D L E . ~ ~  COUNTY.. 

Church at Nutike, baptized, and whs sent by the 
church to hsotramsick, in Plimoth Pattent to 
p%ch the gospel." ' Among his Taunton neigh- 
bors he m s  esteemed a good Christian, and his 

- death was much bewailed. 
h company of fifty-two' soldiers was raised by 

the Praying Indians. In July Oneco, son of tlie 
h o u s  Uncas, came to Natick with fifty Mohegan 
braves as allies of the English. After a successful 
battle the 3fohegn1is went looting, while our Natick 
men wanted to pursue the foe. They knew the 
&tics of the wily savages better than the whites, 
and did good service, and might have helped much 
more. But the colonists grew unwisely distrustful 
of the Christian Indians. Says Eliot, "The pro- 
phane Indians pJve a sllarp rod to the English, and 
the English a very sharp rod to the praying In- 
dians." 

To quiet tke popular apprehension, the'Genen1 
Court had ordered the Christian Indians to confine 
their midence tcr five villages, - Natick wss the 
first, -nor roam more than a mile away from t h h  ; 
which order quite broke up their liunting and fish- 
ing. White superintendeuts were chosen, two 
residing at Kati~k. These measures did not satisfy 
the public. - ,  
' 

AcGrdingly the ~ene ra l  Court, " 1675, October 
13, ordered that all the Natick Indians be forth- 
with sent for, and disposed of to Denre Island 
M the place appointed for tlieir present abode." 
Other praying Indians were also transported down 
the harbor. Deer Island to-day is a place of ban- 
ishment for the city's lawless boys, and the brick 
House of Industry is a familiar sight to all who 
come or go by water. 

Odober SO, Captain Thomas Prentice, with a 
guard, came to briug away the villagers and their 
go& to the Pines, near where is now the Water- 
town Arsennl. Old Jethro and ten more escnped 

' into the woods, preferring the range of the forest 
with his own race to the cold hosyitdity of the 
Massachusetts autl~onties. 

Sadly the rest left tlieir fish weirs and bridge, 
their orchards and gardens, their fort and meeting- 
house. Mr. Eliot writes: " When tlie Indians 
were hurried away to an Iland at half an hour's 
warning, pore soules in terror ji lcft their goods, 
books, bibles, only some few cnryed yr bibles." 

From Natick they rent  afoot nine miles to the 
Pines, near the base of Nonantum Hill. Here 
Eliot, Gookin, and some others met tliem, and 
spent the night hours in pmyer and exhortation. 

An eye-witness says : '' 'T was nffecting to' see how 
Christianly these poor soul- carried it, being in , fear tiley sliould never retuni, but be tnmported 
out of tlie country." With the flood-tide at mid- 
uight the waiting bontv dropped down strwm. 

Through tlie dreary winter they suffered, w p  
chlly the aged and feeble. Sow of tlieir men had 
lave  of absence for duty as 'guides and scouts. 

, The Hassanamesit ItidLns \rere carried off by the 
' enemy, who offered them plenty to eat and good 
treatmerit if they went wit11 tliem. Job Katte- 
nanit escaped, but his fi~rnil! mere taken. It ap- 
pears that these fumd better nnoug the heathen, as 
the hostile savages were called, than their Natick 
brctllren with the Christian whites. 

Iu December James Qun~~r~opoPrit and the Job 
just nnrned were sent from Deer Island ns spies, to 
learn the enemy's spirit and movements. They 
took to the woods at Nntick December Slst, and 
soon were among the warlike Kiymucks, whem 
they represented tl~emselves as wronged by the 
English. Here they foulid tire Hassanamesit refu- 
gim. JamesJ relation to the General Court we 
now follow. These Nipelucks sold .beaver and 
wampum to the lfoliawks, in eschnuge for pordv 
obtained frolu the Dutch at Albmy. 

Some Indians mistrusted these spies, but John- 
with-the-One-Eye knew James, and said,-"I know 
thee that thou art a valimit man, therefore abide a t  
my wigwam nnd I will protect thee." But Job 
stayed \vitli his children. They abode fhus some 
days, and went forth to hunt deer. Early one morn- 
ing James, Iuviug gotten a pint of nohke, or 
pounded corn, went hunting with Job. Some Indi- 
ans suspected and watched them, but at night they 
were unobserved. About three o'clock before day 
James said to Job, "Now let us escape away if we 
an." But Job said, KC I am not ~ i l l i n g  to gee now, 
because my children are lien. I will stay longer, if 
God please he can preserve my life, if not, I am will- 
ing to die. I will use what policy I canto get away 
my children ; if I live three weekes hence I will come 
back to Natick. I shall if I live, by thpt time get 
more intelligence of nffniks." Then James said: 
" I must now go away, for I am not like to have a 
better opportunity; but I am sorry for yon, lest 
they kill you for my sake." So, having prayed, 
James trnvelled homeward night a ~ d  day on snow- 
shoes, and r~prted his eighty milesJ xoutiiig to 
Major Gookin. 

February 9, Job arrived, confirming the tidings, 
before brought, that Lancaster aodd be attacked, 



md naminq the day. In the spring those at the 
island were allowed to dwell on Mr. Oliver'a estate 
m Carpbridge, wllence in the autumn some came to 
the falls of Charles River, others to the original 
station at Nouantum. 

well as at Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket, dir- 
tant from the battle-scenes, the work still flour- 
ished. Waban puts his mark to a petition for the 
pecuniary encourdgeinent of tlie pastor at Sherboru, 
son of Najor Gookiii, for lecturing regularly at  

Wattasascornpanurn, or Captain Tom, whom 
Gmkin had made a magistrate in remote plant.- / 
tions, by that fact lmd stayed wit11 tlie warring 
savages; Taken prisoner, he was on very slight 

- evidence conclemned, mid suffered death in Boston, 
June, 1676. He died much mourued by Eliot and , 

the-better sort. 
I n  September four chief captives were shot at 

the tbnn's end, oue of them Oltl Jetliro, who, at 
the removal to Deer Island, had taken to the woo&. 
Some ofhen, once dwellers at Natick, found with 
the enemy, had been carried into slavery. 

cc 1676, Nov. LO, An account of the disposal1 of 
_the hdians, our frieiids (pro tempore) presnted to 
the Council1 (at their desire) by Daniel Gookin, sen. 

"The Natick Indians are disposed in fower corn- 
panies as followeth, vict. one comlmny nit11 James 
b e y  Marsh, and liis kiadred living in lfeadfield, 
with the approbatio~l aid consent of tlie Englisli 
&ere; theeeare in aumberabout twent~-five, 5 : 20. 

"Another colnpany live near Xat i~k  ndjojniug 
the prison-house of Andrew Dewin and his sons, 
who desire their neighborhood, and are under their 
inspection; the numbec, of these may be about 
fifty soula, 10 : 40. 

"A third company of them aith Waban live 
neare the falls of the Cl~arles River, llear to the 
house of Joseph Miller, and iiot far from Capt 
Prentice. The ~iumber of these may be about sixty 
soules, whereof are 10 : 00. , 

'+A fourth company dwell at Nonantum Hill, 
near Leift Trowbridgc and Joh~r Coones, wlio per- 
mits them to build tlieir wigwains upon his ground. 
They are employed to cut wood, and spin, nlid 

- make storm ~ralls, being but n small distance from 
the hill of Nonuituin where tlieir meeting is to 
keep &bath. These may be about seventy fire 
souls, 15 : 80." 

After the dmter others returned to their old 
. home. In  1670 Xatick exchanged lnnd with 
_newly settled Sherboni, giving 4,000 acres nortli 
of Sherbom, and receiving r like amount at Jla- 
gunkook Hill, wit11 two liundred bushels of grain 
to boot. 

Pl1ilil)'s War and Mr. Eliot's infirmities of age 
sadly weatend the prosperity of the native 
churches in .Massachusetts. But on tlie cape, aa 

Natick. They say, that, deprived of aeeirig Mr. 
Eliot's face, and hearing his voice ferpecially in 
tlie winter season) so frequently as formerly, the 
cl~urclr and people of Katkk invited Mr. Gookin, 
two aud a half years before, to lecture, which he 
had done in English, and an i~iterpreter translated 
his words. This letter has sixteen Indian name 
subjoined. Old Waban marks first, and eight 
more also mark. Daniel Takawampbait, the sec- 
ond name is signed, and the last is Thomas Waban, 
sou of the fiat. This document Professor Stowe, 
himself Natick-born, diwveted in Loudon. Its 
date is March 19, 1684. 

Tlle next summer old Waban died, hiq last 
words attesting a Christian's trust. To-day a placid 
lake, whose surface his canoe oft cleft, beam hir 
name. 

Here is Natick in 1685 ra  sketched by John 
Dunton of London, who visited New Eugland.on 
a bookselling speculation. Calling on h v .  Mr. 
Eliot at Rusbury, he received twelve Bibles just 
from the press. They mould be a fortuue' to our 
booksellers. But we quote : " On hor~eback about 
twenty miles to Natick. We tied up our Iipmes in 
two old banis almost in ruius. We liad no placs 
where we could bestow ourselves, unless upon 
greensward until the lectnreabegnn. \Ire ,\reri in- 
formed that the sachem and queen were there, a y l  
went immediately to visit them. IVliea we bad 
made our visit, we went to the meeting-phe, 
where tlie lecture was preached by Mr. Gookina 
Tlie poor Lidions were very much affected, and 
seemed to hang upon his lips. The Natick Lec- 
ture was done about four in the afternoon, and ?e 
had twenty miles to Boston, so that we were obliged 
to mount immediately and make. t l~e  best of our 
ray." 

Jlnrck 19, 1687, died Najor Gookin, whore 
gravestone is ~ e t  in the ancient ccmeterx at Cam- 
bridge. Near this time Eliot's wife, Iiis compniou 
for more tllali fifty years, a person remarbbly 
fitted for her position, died. Her husband's ~b-  
ple elllogy has a tender p t h b :  " Here lies my 
dear, faithful, pious, prudent, pn~erfu l  wife." 

From Ju t lg  Sewall's rrcentlj diary 
we glean these facts ; " IVdnesday, l i l y  21,1690# 
about o w  iu the morning Slr. Eliot died. Thb 
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puts our Election into Mourning." His aeath 
was reterred to by Mr. Walter in the Thursday 
lectun with reference to 2 Kings ii. His funeral 
was attended on Friday by -the magistrntes and 
ministen, six of the latter serbiiig as bearers. The 
burial-spot, since then tlie tomb of the paston of 
the First Church of Boxbury, is in the cemetery, 
on the corner of ll~asliiiigton and Eustis streets. 
The Natick churdli inoutned their spiritual fsther 
many a day, for no Elisha caught the mantle of 
the ascending prophet. In  amiability of character 
he was our New England St. John; in abundant 
labors for rm outside race our apostle to the In- 
d i m  was a very St. Paul. Cotton binthefs ana- 
gram on hi8 name reveals hia enrnest spirit, for 
"Eliot," reversed, reads #' toile." Three places in 
Massachusetts shall ever hdnor his holy memory, - 
Boxbury, Newton, and Natick. 

The cloud which Eliot in his later years saw 
d i n g  'over his cherished work did not lift, but 
mthar darkened, after his decease. In 1695 one 
wribes, " Since blessed Eliot's death the Natick 
church hr much dwindled." Daniel Takawampbait 
had been ordained as their teacher, probably when 
Eliot's age took him from active service. Judge 
Small's interleaved almanac, under date of July 29, 
1683, says: f'Tlle k t  Ind ordeyned Miuest was 
Daniel of Nattk." 

But sthe light was waning. In 1698 two pas- 
tars were chosen by the legislature to visit all the 
native plantations and report their state. Here 
they found a church of seven meti and three 
women, "their pastor Dan' Takawnmpbait (or- 
dained by the Rev mid holy man of God, John 
Eliot deceased) who is r person of great kiiowl- 
edge. Here are fifty-nine men, and fifty-one woe 
 met^, and seventy children under sixteen." In 
1699 they inform tlie legislature that their house 
was fallen down, and ask leave to assign Jolin Collar, 
Jr., a little nook of laiid in their plantation, in 
recompense for his building another meeting-house. 
Two hundred acres, after some delnp, were granted 
him. Takawnmpbait died September 17, 1716, 
aged sixty-four, as Iris humble stone OII the side- 
walk informs us. TWO Indinns preached tmn- 
siently after him; the last record of such was in 
1719. The ten memben of 1698, as the church 
probably added none, may all have passed away 
in the next twenty pears. 

Nntick had been n purely Iudinn settlement. 
The torn  records were written at one time in their 
hguige by Tlioma~ l\'ubn~i, so11 of Eliot's itrst 

convert.' Ekdes acting as village ckrk, be was a 
justice of the peace. One of his a m t - t k a m n t ~  
reads:-. 

"You you big constable ; quick you cntclium 
Jeremiah Offxov; stro~ig you holdurp; snit: you 
bringum afore me, 

" THOS IVABAN, Jnslice peace." 

At a public meeting, BIay 4, 1719, certain per- 
sons, twenty in nll, of those six Spells, and an- 
otlier, a womaa,'were declnred to be #' the Only and 
True Proprietors of Natick." 

In 1720 John &win erected-a saw-mill fint on 
the river, but soon moved it to the brook named 
after him. His father, Thomns of Sherborh, n l d e  
a grist-mill for the Indirds as early as 1686. 

Some time later the dam just above the bridge 
was made. The little island am then the south 
bank of the strenm, but a freshet once ' f ohd  a 
short cut, and to-day the new channel "is rather 
the wider of tlie two. 

Rev. Oliver Peabody (Harvard, 1721) was en- 
gaged as an Indian missio~iary by the same society 
that assisted Eliot. He took a mission service 
which eleven men, it is siiid, had declined. His 
first sermon was preached August 6, 1721. A 
meeting-house must have been built, as a propried 
ton' meeting in September gmnted bfoss Smith 
of Needham forty acrea on the soutl~resterly side 
of Pegan Hill for finishing the meeting-home. 

Mr. Peabody found the original church extinct, 
and no recoh preserved. Therefore, December 3, 
1729, a new cliurch of three Indians and five 
whites was formed, Rev. Mr. Baxter of Medfield, 
wliose daughter, Hannah, bir. Penbody had mnr- 
r id ,  preaching the ~r rdon.  And our Indian 'mis- 
sionary was ordniried a fortnight later nt Cambridge. 
He built his house on the Sherborn rood, on a 
knoll commnndiiig a fine river-view. Trrrces of 
the cellar may yet be seen. The It~dians brought 
two poung elms, oud plnnted them as friendship 
trees in his front yard. They stood about a cen- 
tury. 

In  1728 the proprietors had voted "that Rev. 
Mr. Peabody, during his continuance in the work 
of the ministry in Natick, have the sole use and 
improvement of the Ministerial Lot," r h u n d d -  
acre tract on Pegnn Plain, tlie very heart nnd busi- 
ness centre of Nntick to-day ; alss #' that there be 
a Contribution for ya Rev. bit. Peabody the last 
Sabbatli in every month, Lieut. Wamsquau to hold 
tlle box." 



, NATICK. 

/ Oar Indian pastor must have been a g o d  
preacher, for in 1782 he preached the Artillery 
Election Sermon, which was priuted at Boston by 
2'. Fleet. 

Thomas Sawin had a mill in Natick, and may 
have sojourned hen awhile ; his son John has been 
tbouglrt to be t.he first white rrsidei~t, tl~ougli others 
L d  lands from the natives before him. Mr. Pea- 
body, ill 1726, speaks of his lonesome life, as his 
nearest English neighbor was a mile away. 

Captain David Norse, son of Captain Joseph, of 
Sherbbrn, moved to Natick, nud built up011 the 
site where now Mr. ,4sa Caswell resides. . Tliis was 
about the pear 1727. He became first captain of 
the white military company. Jonathan Carver, 
who has given name to the lrill back of the hotel, 
was among the early settlers. Eber~ezer Felcl~ 
liv-ed in the uortli part of the town. He was an 
active citizen, filling various offices acceptably, such 
as schoolmaster, surveyor, proprietors' clerk, aud 
the first English deacon of the church. 

The village, officers until 1783 were all Indians, 
tbe h t  whites elected being Jol~lr Saain, consta- 
ble, and Thomas Ellis, titl~ing-man. No Il~dian 
held a town office after Natick became a parish. 

In  1698 the plantation had no schoolmnster; 
and only one child, out of seventy under sixteen 
wears of age,.could read. But in 1731 - 32 Eben- 
&er Felch received six pounds for teaching, lu~d 
four pounds tile next year. Four gears later the 
t o m  sold one hundrrd and fifty poundsJ wort11 of 
common lands, #' tlie illcome aud yearly interest 
whereof to be toward the ~naiatenance of a school 
in Natick." In '17G it was voted not to have a 
school, but they spent eiglity-five pounds for parish 
ammunition. Two years after the i~iliabitants grew 
wiser, and appropriated fore pounds, Old Tenor, 
for a reading and writing school. 
., I11 17443 the church felt the wave of Whitefield's 
influence in New Englasd. Their pastor wrote 
that within two gears about fifty pcrsons, Indians 
as well as whites, were added to the cl~urch. 

As the white population increased, Natick plan- 
tation became by legislative act a precinct or par- 
i*, January 3, 1735. nut tlie Indinns lost their 
citizeuship, and were liencefortl~ under guardians. 
They could not e l l  their land nitl~ont permission 
of the General Court. Many a petitior~ for that 
object is on the state files. 

A tax list, in 1746, about church affairs con- 
tains thirty-three Natick names, whites only ; 
seven Framingham, nnd two Sudbury meu. The 

documellt reads : " An assessment of 2 1% 101. 
ileiug a tax granted and agreed upon by ye id~abi- 
tauts of Natick, regularly assembled, to give to the 
Rev. Mr. Yeitbody, as a G ~ f t  Jioney, by the sub- 
scribers, Ja~iuary ye el*, 1716 - 47, each person's 
proportion to said Rate." 

We have a complete list of the 1ndib  families 
in 1749, adults and cliildw in each household, - 
one liu~idred and sixty-six in nll: forty-two on 
the south side of t h  river by Dedliam, sixty-four 
south of Sawpit Hill on Pegan Plain; sixteen 
west of Saw-pit Hill, and twenty-six southeast of 
l'egan Plain. This census was taken on account 
of the eudeavor of some dissatisfied wliite people 
to change tile location of tile church. Beneath the 
names we read, " All tliese are accotumodated as the 
meeting house now stands." 

lliiotlier valuable paper is entitled, "Thin in- a 
Plan of the Roads, aud tlie Situation of the houser 
in the Pa-rish of Natick. Tl~e  red spots are Eng- 
lish houseu, and the black spots are India11 hauser 
or wigaams, Aug. 1'' 1749, Sa~nuel L i v e m n  
Surveyor." There are about forty black spots and 
fifty red ones. 

We find, in 174.6, a t o m  vote, the forerunner 
of many stomy. debates up011 the question "to ees 
if tlie Town mill agree upon a place to set .the 
BIeeting-house, and to see if tile Town will vote, 
that the 111dia11s of Natick sliall have an equal 
privile~e nit11 tliem, acconlilig to tlieir number i~ 
a new meetiiig-house, when they shall build one, 
if they will meet with them." Soon follows this 
 word : " 7bted to have, Mr. Peabdy for minister 
if he will come to the centre of the town ' j ;  rhich 
opened an unpleasant difference of opinion that 
embittered Il'aticli history for the next 6fty reamt . 
Our good minister, however, was to be taken fmp 
the evil to come. He spent a season on a mission 
to the hloliegnns in Connecticut. About this time, 
a ne r  meeting-house was ul~drr way. 111 a private 
diary we read : " Jiine 8, 1749. Natick ~neethg- 
house raised." We l~nre see11 the bills for monej, 
paid to sundry 111dians for labor aad material for 
tlie meeting-11ouse. But it was not pmeedecl with, 
011 accou~~t of divided desires ns to its locntiou. 

Returning with e~~freblrd I~enltli, Mr. Pealody 
fell into a decline, and died on Sunday, February a, 
1758. Hie gravestone, as was the11 customary 
for ministers, bears a Lntiu epita1111. His widow 
married Deacon Jol111 Eliot of Boston, and died in 
1796, nged ninety-two. As -a pmcller, hisCseq 
mom were plain, direct, and pet t ~ d e r .  His in- 



fl&nce over the Indians was excellent in leadiug 
them to intelligence and habits of temprnuce atid 
industry. Governor Blcher was a personal friend 
who often welcomeil him to his house. Besides the 
discourse already named, a senhon of Mr. Peabody's 
was published, delivered at the evening lecture at the 
New North Church in Boston, June 8, 1743. IIc 
had twelve children. With the servnnts and visit- 
o n  his fnmily frequently numbered twenty around 
his hospitable board. The oldest son, Oliver, Jr., 
gradunted at Harvard, was ordnined pastor of the 
church in Rosbury, Mr. Eliot's fourth successor, 
but died after a brief ministry. He built a resi- 
den& nearly opposite the cliurch, which for eiglity 
years was the parsonage. I t  is now oowed and 
occapied by that emiuent scholar and nntiquarian, 
C. K. Dillaway, Esq. 

A meeting of the parish of Natick was called in 
1754, "To see if the illhabitants accept the school 
that was 'kept at J o ~ p h  Travis' as a school for 
that 8quadrisn "; and some years later, "To see if 
the Parish mill Ibploy School-Dames to scliool 
their children." A list of the soldiers in Natick 
under Captain John Coolidge names forty-two, nlid 
the alarm-men were twenty-one more. Rev. Stephen 
Badger's natne heads the lnst company, April 19, 
1767. We find returns of men enlisted or im- 
premed for his Uajesty's service. They were at the 
Wies in the Frencll and Indian War, and learned 
a' soldids duty, useful hereafter, when not in his 
Majesty's service. A number of Indians went in 
these campaigns. But in 1759 a distemper camed 
d some score of Indians, only two who were 
attacked recovering, wliile of the English who took 
a= of the sick natives but one caugllt the disease 
and died. Nantucket chronicles a similar story 
about the same time. 

On tlie town records stands this early emancipa- 
tion proclamation : - 

Know all men wbome these Presents may Con- 
cern, that we Samuel' Taylor and Hnunnh Taylor 
hls wife; 111 Considerntion of the Good Servis our 
Negroe Jiau Servant, Nnmed Phto, hat11 Done and 
may Do for us During our Life, and Considering 
the trouble he the said Plato Blay be brought to 
After our D e m s  : s e  Do by these Presents att our 
Decense, Absolutely nnd fully Free aud Aquit him, 
the said Plato from being sold or being nny Slnve 
Servant to any Person whoom soever : but he sliall 
have his full Liberty to serve with rhome he will, 
.ad his wages Sl~all be for his well-maintenance, 

and the Remainder to thobe that allall take tbe best 
Care of him During his life. 

"Qiveu under our Hands in Natick, in the 
County of Middlesex, this twenty-first Day of 
June, .knuo Dominj 1764. 

-" SAWL TATLOB. 
" HANNAH TAYLOR. 

" Sipled in Presence of 
'' NATB. MANN. 

TAW. STANFOED. 
" A Trew Record of his ~ d o r n . "  

Just before this time died Joseph Ephraim, the 
Indian deacon. At his election all tlw whites gave 
him their votes, and he held the o5ce from the 
organization of the church through Mr. Peabody's 
ministry, and probably till his death, about 1761. 
He was a man of good parts, and liighly respected. 
Having been asked why young Indians when living 
with the whites kept sober and industrious, but 
returning to their own kindred soon grew lazy, in- 
temperate, and shiftless, he replied, in his broken 
English, "Tucks (ducks) will be tucks for all old 
hen lie hatch um." He had a descendant, John, 
who inherited his acres, but not 11b virtues. 

Rev. Stephen Badger, in 1758, was appointed 
Indian missionary at Natick. The white inhabi- 
tants agreed to 'give L 13 6a.8d towards his salr y, 
and build him a house witli timber from the minis- 
terial lot, and draw him thirty cords of wood yearly. 
He was born at Charlestom~; graduated at Har r sd  
College, 1747 ; and was ordained March 27,1153, 
President Appleton, of Cambridge, p m b g  the 
aerrnon. 

The next year a mw meeting-house, the fourth 
on the spot, was built, largely at the cost of the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel among the 
Indians. The mutual influence of the whites and 
Indians worked badly on many of mch race, who 
took each other's evil qualities. Natick, as a parish, 
voted money toward galleries in the meeting-house, 
and the preacher's salary was voted by the town, 
often reluctantly, the trouble growing out of the 
location of the church. 

Mr. Badger built a mnnse which is still inhabited. 
I t  well preserved its character of respectable age, 
and was the residence of Oliver Bacon, founder of 
the free library; but since his death i t  has been 
modernized. . 

An old diary states : " March .el* 53 ; Mr. 
U g e r ' s  churcli was gathered." 

Let us sketch the life of John Jones, born in 
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I Veston, 1716, who married Hannah Morse in 174%. 
Ti~~ugh residing over the river, and so in a~iotlier 
tom md county, his public life is connected with 
&ti&. His house, finely placed on a gentle 
swell of land upon the river-bank, was removed 
only four years ago, when Mr. Benjamin P. Chcney 
built his beautif~il. mansion on the very spot. 
Esquire Jones was an influential citizen; justice 
of the peace under royal and republican jurisdic- 
tion, a colonel in tlie militia, considered consenra- 
tive in his politics about the Re\~olutioiiary period. 
H e  N e d  the office of proprietors' clerk, and \vas 
an excellent surveyor. His plans of surveys at 
A€$. Desert in 1762 have been presented to the 
Maine Historical Society by his grandson, Elijali 
Perry, Esq. Some amusing estracts from his 
j o d  as justice of tlie peace have been in print 
m t l y .  Mr. Jones was for many pears deacon 
in q r .  Badger's church. His second wife was 
Tabitha Battle. He died in 1802. 

In the troubles with the mother country pre- 
d i n g  the Revolution Natick, like otlier New Eng- 
land towns, aas deeply moved. Crispus Attucks, - 
that stalwart mulatto who with three others fell in 
the Boston Massace, AIarch 5, 17>70, - tl~ougli he 
had been servant to llrilliam Brown of Framing- 
km, u d  to live just over the line in Natick. The 
site of his hut is well known. There flowed ill his 
veins r tinge of Indian blood. At the time of his 
death he was a sailor. 

A company of minute-men had been firmed here 
March, 1776,. and on the eventful 19th af  April a 
company nuder Captain Joseph hlorse marched, on 
tbe Lexington alarm, to harass tlie retreat of the 
redcoets.. A muster-roll i i  the state nrcliives 
registers seventy-six men, out of a population of 
five h n n w  and thirty-five. Some of them \rere 
veterans of tlie French and Indian yars. They 
w m  leacling men in tile place, - the Alorses, 
~ c o r w ,  Broads, Sowins, and Manns. 

l l l e  Natick men brought several prisoners who 
settled in  over.' 

Tliese companies belonged to Colonel Samuel 
Bullad's regiment. The torn voted, May 12, to 
dismiss " Gptnin Joseph Morse, Lieutenant Wil- 
liam W e l l ,  and Lieutenant Abel Perrv from being 
selectmen, as they are going iuto the hiassacl~usetts 
senrice." Captain Morse's colnpiiy was with the 
arm) at Cambridge, in Colonel Patterson's regi- 
ment, udil August 1, 1775 ; other Natick soldiers 
were in Capkin hlellen's company, ~f Colonel 
Wad's  regiment. The next year Captain Aaron 

Gnrdner's compnp, in Colonel Brooks' kgimmt, 
has eleven names fmm tliis town. A recruit 
needed a suit of clotlies. Tradition avers thnt the 
sheep were sheared, and twelve maidens spun, wove, 
cut, atid made it, in twenty-four hours. Natick 
had her sons at Bunker Hill. The British a n -  
nonade oould have been heard in her peaceful 
homes, and the smoke of burning Charlestown that 
Saturday afternoon was to be seen from her hill- 
tops. Rev. Mr. Badser met ritli serious pecuniary 
loss, for Charlestowvu had been his home. 

A town-meeting was called, June 20, 1776, "to 
see whether tile inhabitants will vote to stand by the 
Continental Coiigress with their lives and fortunes; 
in Case the Continentnl Congress shall in their 
Wisdom, Declare for Independence of the K i n g  
dom of Great Britain." After reaching the article 
they adjourt~ed two and a half hours to await the 
report of their committee, - Rev. Stephen hdger, 
Captain John Coolidge, and Daniel hlorse. Them 
presented a well-written, patriotic mlut iop,  which 
the town adopted. An extract will show tlie spirit 
of the day : " We will with our lives and fortunes 
Join with the otlier inhabitants of this Colony, and 
with those of the other Colonies, ill supporting them 
in said measure, and wllich, if we may be permitted 
to suggest our opinion, the sooner it is Come iuto 
me shall have fewer Difficulties to Conflict, and the 
grand objects of pence, Liberty, and Safety wil l  . 
be more likely Speedily to be Restored, and Estab- 
lished in our once happy land." 

July 3, 1776, Samuel IVelles being moderator, 
the town voted "seven pounds additionnl to the 
boullty of seven pounds, that the colon! gives to 
those that Inlest into tlie Canada Expedition.'' A 
nnmber went ~vitli Arnold on that toilsome march 
tl~rough tlie l la i~ie  forests, eliding in the brnve but 
unsuccessful assault up011 Qnebec. 

The Declaration of Independence is recorded on 
the torii-hook, in tlie handwriting of the clerk, a 
true patriot and gallant soldier, Ensign Daniel 
3Iorse. Soldiers elilisted, or "did a tuni," as the 
expression was, nt Dorchester, Canada, New York, 
and Rliode Island. Some citizens paid their sub- 
stitutes. Captain Joseph Morse, who l~nd risen to . 
the rank of major, retunled in poor health, and 
(lied Decernber 16, 1779. Ensign Sanin, the 
father of her who founded &%win Academy, served 
in the Revoh~tion. His cap a ~ ~ d  gun are still pre- 
served ln tile f;~mily. Asa Drury becnm? captain, 
and lived respected years after the peace. Heze- 
kiab Brod  won a major's commission. He I d  



184 HISTORY OF MIDDLESEX COUAIrTY: 

been a delegate to the Provincid Conpeso of 1774 
at Concord, and after the war wlu a member of 
the Constitutioml Convention in Bostou. A gen- 
tleman of the old school, he long continued to 
dress in the Cotitinental costume. Lieutenant 
William Boden did good sewice in tlie army, and 
ru a public-spirited citizen. Ha gave land for a 
achool-bow and cemetery. His moriument in the 
West Cemetery was erected in 1855 b? the town, 
for the ungrateful adopted soti \\.Lo received his 
property had not raid the simplest stone to the 
memory of his lioi~ored foster-father. Benjamin 
Smith outlived all his fellow-pensioners. He uns 
musician to tlle millute-me11 \rho went to Lexing- 
ton, was at Monmouth, and in his old age deliglitccl 
to furnish martial music on public occasions. At 
the last Coniwallis celebratio11 i Natick, 1857, be 
rap present, a robust man of ninety-eight years. 
He died at Grafton, at the age of nearly one hunt 
dred aud otie. 

The negtoes of Natick joilled in the patriotic 
Struggle. Out of an hu~ldred and twenty \rho en- 
l i d ,  some twenty had been slaves. C m r  Ferrit 
d 4ia son Jolill were ill t i e  ranks nearly all the 
war, begiiiniilg at  Lexington. Cresar came from 
tbe.aTest Indies, and used to say that the blood of 
four. nations flowed in his veins; for he lrad ir 

French and also a Dutch grandfather, and one of 
his grandmothem wan au Indiau, the other an hfri- 
can. Plato Lambert, whose emancipation was 
noticed, deserves further mention. Years after 
peace was ratified he took to roaming around the 
country with his great dog. But man and dog 
rtrangely were miming nt layt. h large skeleton 
cormpnding to Plato's size was found near the 
I& p 101% time after his disappearance. He lrad 
been murdered, it was said, but by whom way never 
known. 

Natick became an iucorprated town in 1731. 
A tract of land called Xeedham Leg, reaching 
nearly to Lake Cochituate, and containing 1,600 
apes, was in 1797 annexed to Natick. Its loca- 
tion was a source of debate, and severnl times its 
inhabitants had sougilt to be set on or off duriug 
the last fifty years. In exchnye Sntick ceded to 
Needham about four hundred acrea, between Thban 
Brook and the present town line. Tlie land thus 
transferred iucluded the Welles fnrm, nhence tlie 
nome Wellesley comes, aidely known as the place of 
the much-visited park-like grounds of H. H. Hun- 
newell, Esq. The barren field, cultivated for years 
with judicious expense nnd the best taste, is clia~lged 

into a garden of rnre beauty; azaleas and rliodo- 
dcndrons delight tlu lover of flowers; t h n  a n  
broad velvety lawns, trees grouped or m a d ,  
paths mveali~ig benutiful vistas, temces com- 
mnnding cliarmillg luke-views. 

The Welles family of Boston had hen  their 
country home. Mr. Samuel Welles was 'active in 
cl~urcli nnd town affairs in Mr. b d g f s  time, and 
offered to ndva~lce funds for tinkling the meeting- 
house at the time when the town was uncertain 
what to do. Two houses tile farnily formerly lived 
in are teuarited still. Osie retains the pictured 
tiles round the fireplace. Lake Wabati in the.last 
cent~try lay chiefly in Natick, and was cal l4 Saw- 
Mill Pond, then Bullnrd's Pond. Samuel IVelles, 
the famous banker of Paris, ms born in Ntltick, 
going hence iii 1815 to win celebrity and a fortune 
nbrond. He died in 1841, and his widow, a native 
of Watertown, became afterward a titled lady, 
lfarchiouess de la Valette ; and their son, Samuel 
Welles, married a daughter of M., Bnuher, Prime 
Minister ynder Napoleon III. 

In the later years of his life Rev. Mr. Badger 
mote a valuable communication on Natick Bis- 
tory? When the new meeting-house at the Cen- 
tre, where the cross-roads met, was completed, he 
was requested to preach the first sermon 'then in 
1799, but declined 011 accou~it of his health; and 
there was uo preaching in the old church after 
1798. He died in 1803, after a starmy pastorate 
of fifty yam, and lies buried in his family lot, 
where one stone records all tlie family epitaphs. 
His personal appennmce and cllnrncter as a man 
and preacher are portrn~ed ill Bigloa's Hirlo+y 
of iVatick by aiie wlu, kiiea llim well. A double 
sermon on Dmiketiness, preached October, 1773, 
was publislled at the time, nnd reprinted in 1839. 
He has also some philosophical essays in the Co- 
lnmbinn Centinel. He was the Parson Lothrop in 
Ol~l /o~oa  Folk. His widow snrvived him twenty 
years, rind the settlement of her, estate involved a 
famous Inasuit, in which Daniel Webster pleaded. 

Now follovs Natick'a history since 1800. It 
was then a farming community, its population 
694. The grolrtli was slow. In 1830 tlie census 
found only 890 persons. Five firms occupied the 
land within a half-mile circle from the first church. 
The meeting-house where 3Ir. Badger preached, 
unused hefore liis death, was sadly neglected after- 
ward. The village children sported there ; and an 

1 Published in M-hue& H i i o r L d  CdIuIiou, 1st Sc- 
ria,  Vol. V. 
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old-resident  ha^ heard a nopF distinguished doctor 
of divinity aa bo~-preacher from its pulpit address 
his w a t e s .  

-The present First Church was organized at the 
Centre, with twenty-three members, in February, 
1802, aud for about thirty years was the orlly re- 
ligious society iu town. Rev. Freeman Sears, the 
first pastor, was ordained January 1, 1806, ruld 
died, lamented, Juuc? SO, 1811. His monument in 
Dell Park was erected in 1873. 
Bev. Martin Moore succeeded him, being ps tor  

from 1814 to 1833. Tie  most of the ministerial 
lot, an hundred acres given by the Iiidiaiis in hir. 
Peabody's day, was now sold. It covered the 
present business cei~tre of Natick. Tile p r o d s  
largely form the miiiistcrial finid now. Mr. lloore 
was rr sound divii~e, aud fond of antiquarian re- 
m h .  His New I'eclr'a liiutol.ic(tl SeZmotr, Jail- 
uary 5, 1817, and Life of E'liol possess much 
merit. At his dismissal in 1833 tile cliurcl~ nunl- 
b e d  oue hundred nnd seveuty members. Tlie 
Sabbath school began in April, 1818. Mr. Moore 
edited the Boblon Recorder after leaving Natick, 
and, dying in 1866, lies buried in Jlt. Aubuni. 

Rev. E. D. Noore followsd from 1833 to 1838. 
h new church was built ill 1835. Rev. Samuel 
Hunt  preachbd from 1839 to 1850. He after- 
wards became 1)rivat.e secretary to the late Vice- 
President Wiboir, rendering valuable assistance ill 
some of his publidled works. July 35, 1878, he 
followed his distinguished asswciate into tlie otl~er 
world. 

During the ministry of Rev. Elias n'asoii, the 
well-known historical writer, from 1862 to 1858, 
a IRW churcll was built, the third on tlie same site. 
Rev. Charles 31. Tyler (1859 to 1867) and Rev. 
Jesse H. Jones bring the list down to the present 
pastor, Rev. F. N. Peloubet, illstalled January 17 ,  
1873. In 1875 a new brick edifice of h e  pro- 
portions replaced the church consumed iu the great 
fire of January, 1874. 

In  1825 the Unitarian (Eliot) Church, Soutli 
Natick, was built and dedicated, whose semi-cen- 
tennial was observed November 20, 1875. Tliis 
sanctuary shods upon the spct of Eliot's churcli. 
Its first pstor, ordaiiied Febnisry 17, 1630, was 
Rev. J. W. T l ~ o m p n ,  D. D., 11oa of Jsmniw 
Plain, Rev. Alexander Yoang of Bos to~~ pre;lcliing 
tlie sermon. Pl"ile permanent ~ninisters hare fol- 
lowed him. Rev. H. Alger 'filled the desk llearly 
fourteeu years, the hsuse being; irnprovd by d d -  
ing tlw chancel, spire, and clock. Rev. J. P. 

Sheafe, Jr., ordained September 30, 1874, in the 
present pastor. 

Tlie recent semi-centennial commemoration was 
a day of llistoric interest. Yaluable papers were 
mad by the ps tor  on the previous houses of wor- 
ship built on this spot, and by Rev. Mr. Alger on 
the liistory of the present edifice. Reniihcences 
were given by former pastors and older members, 
aird expressioils of good-will by visiting friends. 
Voices were lieard that were musical in the choir 
fifty years ago. We hear, from one who remem- 
bered, tl~rtt the weatlier, a pouring min, corresponded 
to that on the day of original dedication. 

The Methodists worshipped a long time just 
across tlie line, on the edge of Needham and Wes- 
ton. But in 1834 they organized at Natick, dedi- 
catii~g their first house July 4, 1834. I t  W 
tlie town-house in 1868, aud went down - or a?' 
-in the flames of January 13, 1874. The vestry 
of tlie new and beautiful house is now used. 

In  1848 tlie Baptists began services at South 
Natick, removing in 1851 to the centre of the 
town. Their churcli stands south of tlie Common. 
Rev. A. E. Reynolds is their able alid devoted 
pastor. 

Tlie John Eliot (Orthodox) Church, South %a- 
tick, was formed in 1859, under Rev. E. E. Strong 
as pastor. I11 tile fall of 1862 they entered their 
pleasant mtictunry. Rev. Peame Pinch, the present 
pstor, was ordained Julr 25, 1878. 

Tlie iricrrase of tlie foreigu element of the popu- 
latioil soon in tduced  tlie Roman Catholic wor- 
ship. The congregation of St. Patrick's occupy 
tlie enlarged house, originally sold by tlie First 
Church to the Universnlists, and by them, on their 
disbandment, to the Catliolics i 1860. At South 
Natick also is another prosperous congregation. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church was formed in 1871. 
They elitered their house of nronliip in 1S75, which 
~vns co~~secnted December 13, 1877. Rev. B. R. 
Gifford officiates as rector. 

We have seal that the school and church at 
Nstick s t  the first used the same room. Piety and 
1e;lniiiig were closely associated. Eliot's Iiidian 
teacl~er wrote for copies it1 the scholars' writing- 
books tlie questio~ts and answers in tlie Catecliim. 

For some time prior to 1819 the town m i d  
an~l~~al ly  SGW for scliools. After 1820 select 
scltools, giving instruction in the lliglier branches,' 
were taught by .John Angier, Cliarles Forbush, 
Rcv. Da11ic.l Wiglit, Rev. Samuel Damon, and 
J. W. Bacon. During the wii~tcr of 1897 tlm 



centre district school was successfully eondncted 
by a young man, Henry Wilson, w11o beume an 
educator in a wider spherei. I n  1$52 tile town 
established a high school, nppropriatirrg $1,000 for 
its support. This school has enjoyed able tenchers 
md tnined cnpble pupils; but it never had a 
snitable clomicile till the sprii~g of 1878, wlle~l i t  
occupied the new and attractive builcling on 
Central 8tnet. Abuer Rice ms its first principal, 
eemng ten years. Mr. F. C. Bnston is the present 
incumbent. Judge Bacon, one of the coln~nittee 
at the starting of the hlgh school, g v e  r fitting 
address at tlm dedication of the new edifice, AIarch 
28,1878. Some of our graduates take a co1leg;e 
course, Harvard being usually their choice; but 
more follow some hu~d imf t  of industry or skilled 
labor. There are three grammnr schools, and the 
last enu~nerntion of children of the scllool age wtu 
ratenteen hundred. 

We may just name the Sawin Academy, crown- 
ing Sherbom's centnl hill, since it originated and 
is endowed by the legncy of Miss JLartl~a Snwiu of 
South Natick. 'I'llit institution realized from her 
estate $M,OOO. 

William Biglow (now spelled Bigelo~) should 
be mentioned here. He prluated the second scholar 
at Barvnd, 179-1, ; rlls GBK poet in 1799. He 
studied theology with Rev. Mr. Thaper of Lancas- 
tu, and preached some in prominent pulpits, but 
never settled as a pstor. He carried on a success- 
ful school in Snlem, and wns master of the Boston 
Latin school, from 1805 to 1814. I n  later years 
me infirmity marred his power. He was an easy 
writer. He published llis history of Natick iu 1830. 
tle wrote also n history of Slierborn, aud was a 
frequent coutributor to tlle papers and magazines. 
He died in 1844; and rests with his generntion iu 
the old cemetery at South Natick. 

Literary and scientific nesociations nnd free 
librnries also do an educational work among the 
people. In 1833 thirteen young men formed the 
Natick Debnti~~g Society. Most of its members 
have shone in after-life, - Austin Bacon, the in- 
defntigable nntiqunrian; Judge J. IV. Bacon; Edi- 
tor I% C. 3Iarse; A. W. Tl~ayer, American Consul at 
Tcieste, and author of a life of Beethoven written in 
Germin ; and, pritltna inter pared, Henry Wilson. 
Their meetings in tlie old sckool-house aided much 
in developing skill and power in spoken or written 
argument. To tile future senator, his work-bench 
aud debating-club became his college and profes- 
rional school. 

~e L a d s  QOchl Library began at  South 
Natick in 1836, and has contributed to the intelli- 
gence nnd culture of that village. In  1870 SIr. 
Oliver l jcon pmmted to the society their neat 
little b~lildi~lg as a memorial of the interest 11is 
lately d d  wife bad dways felt in the libnry. 
I t  stands under the aiples, close by the Eliot Mon- 
ament. Tlreir cok t ion  will soon be merged in 
the new libnry. 

The Historicnl and Natural History Society at 
South Natick wm started in 1870. Its name in- 
dicates the intent of its foundew, - scientific in* 
tiption and loml historical resenreh. It ras incor- 
pornted i 1873 as the Historial Natural Hi* 
and Libmry Society. I the destructire fire of 
March, 1872, its colkctions were co~mumd, indud- 
ing certain autiquarian tcensures, the sonnding- 
board of Pnrson Bndgefs pulpit, his wife's satin 
dippers, a pair of venerable shoe-buckles, etc.. AII 
the society's stufted specimens were destrojed, a 
fine polnr bear bavirlg been put o n  tbe sbelres 
only the evening before. A11 extensive cxdbdon 
of ferns was lost. But the society llas risen from 
this disaster to greater prosperity. Papen of hi  
toric and scientific interest are read quarterly. Mr. 
William Edwards, an active member, a loving and 
reverent student of nature, has a very Rne collec- 
tion of ferns. The society l~ns n good cabinet of 
South hmericnn birds gnthered for then1 in Gnim 
by one of their mcmbers, an ornithologist, Mr. A. 

- L. Babcock of Sherborn. There aLs stutTed 
animals, minenls, shells, sol& Ihdian 'stone im- 
plements, and relics from aboriginal gkves. ' It3 
library numbers nine hundred and twenty-five rol- 
nmes. I t  possesses some ancient and curious books 
and pamphlets. Rev. N. Alger has long' been its 
efficient president. Bp the mutiificent bequ& of 
the late Oliver Bacon, Eq., the society &Il sdoo 
have a fire-proof building in con~tection withthe 
Bacon Free Libnrp. The ground-plan makes'& 
builtling in tile form of a Greek cross. & 0. Slur 
is the architect. 

From information furnished bp Judge &con,= 
cnn speak of early libnries and the Morse Institute, 
our present free libnry. 

The Nntick Social Librnw m s  founded about 
1810. h cntnlogue shows fifty-two yroprieto~ 
aud ninety-four volumes. KO books were added 
after 1820, and in 1840 the soc ie~  beerme ex- 
tinct. 

Tlle religious or parish librnry of tlie First Cbpnb 
was orgaaized by Rev. Jlartin Moore'+ in hir 



ministry; In 1840 i t  had ahout one hundred vol- 
umea of religious works. 

The Citi7mis' Library was established February 
1% .1847.. Five hundred dollars \rere subscribed 
in five-dollar shares. Its catalogue of 1852 cou~~ t s  
four hundred and thirty-two volumes. February 11, 

' 1857, i t  was given to the town as the foundation 
of a town libra y, '' provided Natick appropriates 
three hundkd dollars the first year for books, and 
one hundred dollars annually afterwards, also n 
mom for tlle libnry, and choose and p~ a libn- 
rim" The tow11 accepted the proposal, and iii 
April the Cithas' Libnry, with four hundred and 
eighty-t]rree volumes, became tlie town's propert!. 
The town library tllus originatecl', .in 1859 had 
1,741 volqmes. This was transferred h IS71 to 
the Mope Institute, bringing that organization its 
3,154 volumes. . , 

I n  Jonc, 1862, Miss Mary Ann hiorse d i d .  
Her wi l l  gave all l~e r  estate to found r public 
l ibray for the use of all the inhabitants of &tick. 
If the tovn acppted the bequeet, then five trustees, . 

to sene five years, were to take the estate and ere- 
cute the intent of the will. The t o m  accepted, and 

. cliose 1Yillan.l Drury, John I\'. Bacon, Homtio 
Alger, Jol111 0. \Tilsoi~, aiid Elisha P. Hollis, 
trustees ; and this board hns been thrice re-electd 
11 friend thus writes of Vise 1 1 0 ~ :  "May 

Ann hforsc was the third child and only daughter 
of Reuel hLom and d f a v  Parker, born June 16, 
1825, and d i d  June 30, 1862. She was of the 
eighth generatioil in. a direct liiie from Samuel 
Morse, boni in England in 1385, who was the fimt 
of tliis name emigrati~~g to this country. He came 
tu X e s  England in, 1GS3, and settled in Dedham. 
Miss Mary Ann Morse lmd two brothem,.wbo both 
di'ed before her. They were all born in the brick 
liouse tbcn standing on the spot allex the libnry 
now is, but movcd to Chrendon Street to give the 
site for the present fine edifice. Her te~clier, when 
Bliss Morse was a girl of fourteen, speaks of her 
excelle~~t health, kind dispsitioi~, and fair abilities. 
Her later years were spent in tlie family of Dr. Ira 
Russell, now of Willchendon, who influend her 
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much in the final disposition of her property." 
Within the library, facing the staircase, a marble 
memorial tablet bears this inscription : - 

In perpetual memorJ of 
U r  NOME; 

the munificent founder 
of this Institute. 

Born June 16,1825 : Died June 30,1863. 
She gare her .wl~ole estate 

to establish this Library for tbe 
uao .sd benefit of all the inhabitanb 

of her native town. 

But her generosity came near being thwarted. In 
1864 the town minded their acceptance, declined 
the bequest, and instructed the trustees to resign. 
These applied to the Supreme Judicial Court for 
instruction as to their duty, and the case was hard 
by the full bench at the J a n u a ~  term, 1865. A 
report of this can be found 10 .Illen's Reports, 
and is interesting as being the first case in this 
country where it has been held tllnt a beqnest to 
establish a public librnry for the use of all the in- 

habitants of a town e a public cbarity, which the 
courts mill not allow to fail by remn of any mis- 
conduct or iiegtect of any of the parties charged 
with the trust. The appraised vahe of the estate 
was about $17,000, with severnl thousand dollnls 
of debts. Yet the skilfnl financial management 
bf Captain Drury; the treasurer, eimbled the tnw-. 
teed in 187% to have about $46,000, h i d e s  a 
large lot on which to plaa the new library build- 
ing. The plan was dram by George B. Thayer 
of Boston. The beautiful edifice was completed, 
and dedicated, with an address by Judge J. W. 
Bacon, December %S, 1873. I t  is a two-stocj 
brick structure, of Gothic style, d t h  light granite 
trimmings. - The whole number of volum'es, F e b  
runw 1, 1879, was 10,099. 

The trustees hold funds to the sum of 8111,500, 
the income of which may be appropriated for the 
purchase of books alone. Other expenses the town 
pays. Among the trensures of this library is a 
copy of Eliot's Indian Bible. . 

Wlieii the first printing-press was set up in Na- 
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tick we know uot, but the Ndick Obreroer made 
ib appearance April. 5, 1856, and went througli 
at least six volumes. The Nutick Timrea, TTol. I. 
No. 1, is dated October 28, 1864, and lasted cer- 
tainly five years. Thu Nutick Bulktin, a wide- 
awake weekly, reached its tenth anniversary Novem- 
ber, 1879; while its vigorous competitor, The 
Nulick Citizen, came into being in December, 1877. 
Both are able ppen .  

Various kinds of manufadures have engaged the 
industq of our people. The dam a t  South Natick 
gimesr fall of nine feet. On tlie canal formerly 
etood Curtis' paper-mill, now owned and operated 
by the Boston Flax Lentlier Company. They con- 
trol the entire water-power, and tlieir land mas the 
pht;s-ground of the first settlers. Tiley em- 
ploy fourteen men, Mr. J. B. Semall being their 
&ent superintendent. The little isLqnd midway 
the dam Mrs. Stowe makes the young men's study- 
place lll her OZilloma Folks. The grist-mill l~uins 
its rellgccented s o ~ ~ g .  Years agone a paper-mill 
and r plaster-mill were in one building here ; indeed, 
the apot has bee11 a mill-site over a century. Brick- 

bench are as out of place now as our gra~idsk's 
flintlock muskets, or grandmother's swinging 
cranes in the great fireplace. 011 Saturdays a 
one-horse wagon took tlie week's work to Fhton, 
briuging home new stock. Mr. Kimboll b p t  the 
only store at the Centre, 011 tlie present Common 
facing the jellow church. His shoe-shop was u p  
stairs. Biglow's lfilory names several handicrafts 
pursued, but has not a word about shoemaking, 
soon to be the making of Katick. 

In  1830 there were two post-offices, -at South 
Natick and on the l l T o m t e r  Turnpike. Thee 
roads intersected Natick,-tliel~Torce~ter Turnpike, 
hi tlie nortli part, the Central Turnpike, and the 
Old Hartford Road, through South Natick. The 
follo\viug account carries us back to the day when 
our fathers travelled : "On the llTorcester Turnpike, . 
the great southern mail each way daily. Several 
other mail nlid accommodation stages are frequently 
passing. On the Ceritral Tunipike, Boston and 
Hartford Telegraph line of stage coaches every day 
but Sunday, up one day, down the next. 011 the 
Olcl Hartford Road, Boston, Mendon, and Clbridge 

rmki  N successfully pursued mauy years on the / daily line of conches, and coutinues OII to Hartford 
vc& shore of Lake Cochituate. A 11at establish- ' tliree days in tile week, and back the other three." I ment, now extinct, did a good business. A long , On each of the tliree highways stood the old-time 
three-story building near the railroad shows \\-here tavern, its haiiging pig11 swinging aloft, offering 
one of the enterprising citizens 113s made his for- 
tune, and given work to m ~ i y  in the extensive base- 
ball factory of Hamrood and Sons. 

But the largest business here, as in other towns 
of Eastern bfassachusetts, has been shoemaking. 
me original manufacturer, Mr. hsa Felch, died in 
April, 1878. He first made sale shoes in 1827. 

refreshment to luan and beast. 
For the next twenty years the shoe-business 

p t l y  increased. Its originators here enlarged 
their operations ; left rooms at home or small sb864 
for tlie commodious shops; instead of a few a p  
prentices, they sought workmen by tens a d  twen- 
ties; and new firms spraug up. Natick leaped 

h t e r  his brother Imc became a partuer, a id  tliose , from the slow growth of a farming town to quick 
of the.family name still follow the business. The I increue. Stores, houses, and ihldbitruits doubled. 
thriving suburb of Felcl~ville thus got its name 1 Untd 18.30 the populatiou llad added from forty to 
a d  growth. Mr. Felch mm~ufactured brogans, i ninety every decade. Tile increme from 1820 to 
since Natick's staple production; l~ is  workdiop 1 1850 was fire per cent; from 1830 to 1840, forty- 
was a-  room iu his house. He tool; appreiltices, ' four per cent; between 1840 and 1850 tlie popula- 
whom he instructed. ilTilliam Bent, founder of 
the house of W. and J. N. Bent, of Cochituate, 
served with him. Mr. Am Fclcli is said for rears 

tion more tlmn doubled, and nearly doubled again 
during the uert ten yeah. As labor-saving ma- 
chines \rere used in eh~making, the seven1 oper 

to have kept 110 books, remelubering 311 his aKqirs. ( ations were subdivided among cutters, bottomem, 
Mr. William Coolidge, Albert Leighton, and I dressers, rind stitchers. 

Edward Walcott, in tile mest Part, ;lnd George In 1831 two enterprising dealers took their 
C. mhitney, Mr. Kimball, and David V. Tnitney, goods by water to New York. So hard was the 
at the Centre, were in t11e shoemakiug trade before ' voyage, it was feared that they were lost; but they 
or  by 1830. 

The shoes wen? made by Iund, oue or two per- 
arrived and prospered. 

T'Jhen the n i l r o d  was opened in 1855 the Centre 
sons doing the wholc. T l~e  lapstone, hammer, and ' outgrew other parts of the town, and was known as I a*l, the knee-damp for stitching, aud the low Natick, the older village being called South Natick. 
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In December, 1833, a young man of Farmi* 
ton, N. H., walked thence to Natick. On amving, 
Henry Wilson eqpgd'with a mannfoctumr, giving 
five months' Lbor to learn the business. 111 n few 
weeks he bought h c k  his time and began for him- 
elf. He ouce started to make fifty pairs of shoes 
without sleepi~ig, and almost a u ~ 1 e d .  In 1836 
he risited Kashington for his health. As an opera- 
tive blr. WiLwu was industrious, alert, economical, 
snd temperate. Jleu worked then hvelve or fifteeu 
hours a day. From doing a journeyrrmn's work 
he beaune in 1838 an employer, doing business ten 
yeam. In 1847 he employed one hundred aud nine 
persons, who madeover two tholwaudcpses of shoes. 

He resumed business .for a year and a half, tin his' 
election as United States Senator in 1865. As a 
manntactnrer he uas honest and fairdealing, sym- 
pthizing d t h  the workmen, for he himself had 
worked as one. But his ambition was in another 
dimtion than b~isiness and wealth. 
Edward Wnlcott was a personal friend of Mr. 

Wilson. He is largely identified with the business 
gmwth of Ratick. He was a manufact~lrer at first, 
but afterwards :became interested in real estate. He 
built the Walcott Block, and at his death was much 
mimed. A fully equipped aboe-factory runs almost 
aa much mchiney as a cotton-mill. In tlie be- 
ginning all the operations mere hand-work, but now 

eaeh part .ban its ingenh  machine;! and awe L 
or eight of thew clattering inveutionj d o  the mh 
Once a pair of shoes aipified three hourblrbor. 

The firjt shop at South Xatick began in 1840. 
Four large shop at one time were busy hives; kt 
two were burned, and business fell-*'off. S n j  
make shoes in little shops, gettiq) stock from the 
large dealen. Mr. PfeiIfer has recently built r 
fine workshop. I. . 

A series of interesting articles in Tlc t 2 h a J  oa 
the history of Natick's principal basinese, preserve 
mnny valuable facts. . 

The Harrison politic31 campaign b-t Beq 
Wilsoii into his sphere of life-work. . An .cceph- 
ble platform speaker, he won notice as "the Ka- 
tick Cobbler." Occasional defeats when nominated 
for office only led at last to higher promotion. 
He was stste representative in 1841,:state senator 
in 1844, majot; coionel, brigadier-general in the 
state militia,' delegate to the Xational Convention 
in 1848, from which he nnd Clmrles Allen dith- 
drm, and an unsucazssful Free-Soil :nsmitlcb for 
governor. But his meridian was not yet d. 
In 1855 he bearme a seuator in Chgrem, the 
colleague and comrade of Charles Sumnen Both 
were stanch patriots, who did aplendid senice in 
the nation's critical hour. Mr. \Vilson a t h i d  the 
vice-pmidency on Geneml Gmnt's secarsd mmi- 
nation, and was the third Massachnse#s rr~n.to 
6ll that chair. , j 

Upon the north side of' the Common stands the 
Soldier's JLonument., dedicated July 4,1868. ITe 
read eighty-nine names of our tommen who died 
in the war. Natick sent some three hundred wn. 
Many went in the 13th regiment, Company H, and 
in the 89th regiment, Company I. This monument 
is hnked in front and rear by four brass twelve- 
pounders. Standing between two chrwhes, and 
near a school-house with five hundrad pupils, it b 
a memorial to old and young of pntriotism and sac- 
rifice. General Wadsworth Post 63, G. A. B., is 
in a flourishing condition. 

Before us lies a printed she& entitled, UPsrlm 
C.,-to be sung at the Tea Par@ given in the 
Tom-Ha11 at Natick, Oct. 28, 1846, for the pur- 
pose of raising mans to purchase a copy of Eliot's 
Indian Bible, to be pmmwed in the Archives of 
the Tom." 

A note reads : " N. B. The Psalm in the N&k 
dialect is copied from Mr. Eliot's translation of the 
Psalm, bound up with his Indian Bibla Tbe 
English translation of the saxtie Psslm is from the 



I % P a -  e Book,' prepared by Rev. Mr. Eliot toric link with the past, was cut down., act 
md Bev. Mr. Welde qf Boxbury, and Rev. Mr. provoked great indigktion. A lnwsuit followed, 
Nather, of Dorchester. The edition of the work which was settled by the offenders agninst public 
from which we copied was printed at Cambridge, -&- ; - ..= - - -.$ ~ - ~ . ~ ~ ~ + g + = - : ~ = ~ ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ; ~ :  - - - . 

by Stephen Daye, in 1640, and was the first bound -5- = - - .. . . - .  . . 
. - - - r- i 

volame printed in British America. The tune is .? . - . - -7 . - 
. .  .::. 

. - 
, . i 

from Airnorth's t psalms in Metre, Imprinted in ,- r:.. 43-.-T - . .. - the !ere MDCXVIII.,' at Araqtehm. The origi- . . -- 
. . . . - - .  

- - -- . . - - - .> nal is in diamond notes, and is the tune to which : , .. , pz : + 4 &; , - +. . - . . Eliots Indians ac,ually sung the l>=Im. - AWT." . .- . +. + a - : : : : . .s -~ '  
. - . -7 _ <. *.-... k++ ;"-:-..? 1 :; , -  4 . >.>'- - -;:-..: -? *,. ..,-+, > , . . ;, .: ; We mold almost u lief siug the Indian as the . . . ,, . . r,.. 

nnrhythmic English of the third verse : -. I .  ,*,:,"4 :. ,- ;..:A,f :,,:?:--, - 7 J---,&,3 A*,, .>?L <-- 

, . . - ,i-*-c-", - +L :Ye,. . -t - a , '  - 
'"Wah-teaaak Jeho-vab Oodv *,,,.- 4 .  -:. , * " : ~ ~ + ; . :  ,-.Lk,.. 11 :< *. , .I. -8  . . I.. r... * ,M . . 

:,*:* r :2 
-.--. . . -.. , ,, .&4-*.:; &:*$,'-;: ;,: * -* ..;:>:. -? LecLukqueag-kuplu-gum noh . . * < .:.:<,: ,,8M-., r;: . . ' ,- A s -  .-J::. . 

I Qut UCO-M-WUII m& ; mp11-m , ,> . .,*. . ,,,+ , i . +I&,' 
.** 

A:,' , ?. , I, .-: 
; . , >.-+-. , r-.-.- 

h a i t  urn-missia-nin-nu-molr." ? - &  : sA;q- -J 

-L* .-. 
.s*-,. >, ;.<; . -& , I . :.%*,,.;*,-<;. - .; a:.- 
? -, *. - .  ,. ..,Lid.. , - - -  . -> ." .: .C 

" Know, that Jehovah L b God, : , ., . A :' &- .. : - . ,# . v -7, -. . ,.- . . . . = .  1.. ' C '  

. . rho  h.tL us hnned it is he, ?-49i.u 4 r 4 .'t $q+t>fff.l; !. $$!. *-,_ ,? - . , 
& not ourselves : his o m  people . . , * , .  : .,,> , . 

:';;+ I ;::[-i,.\q.,!T-l.,J , . . . , ..-. 
& sheepe of his pasture are wee." 1 .: . . -1;. , \ I , ;  ;-!!!: . 1 ; 1 ::. . # . :  . , -, ''i i -l:l .,. - .?),I . ,  

. 1  ' . . - .  
*!!;- # . , ,  ; 1 Next year, by the efforts of Professor Fiancia, . , i 1 I . I , , !, - ..;'I; I *  
, .  . ,  

, , ] . ( .  F 
,.,,y ;., I:,. >,fL?.,!. , 8 D. D., of. Cambridge, who nmte Eliot's Life in : ; ! , - . +  :I :,l;-Ll' . . i A:.: .: 2 :A, .? .:, -T . , ,*-,- . .&: 

i "  

. . ,  ,b',, lL. ,!/> Spda' d u r k a ~  Biography, Oliver Bacon, Esq, $ I  ,r!"-;{ - - ' ,  a /'' ' ' 
.. 1 - , , k >  1,. 2.- * I - : I . ' ' -  

,;..-; .:. ,! , .' 
1 --..& . ,  <.-<c; .,*, % .and Rev. Thomas B. Gallnett of South Katick, a 'd ?.. . . LL.,-'2. ' i + i x i j , , , ;  ,:% 2.a.l 4.. A..:, & ,, &.:- !!> ,i .! 

-;..-.,~+:<~;-.* -.-r . . <*:. -7;. .&- - monnmeut of sanhto~lc was mred ill memory of . - - . - - . .  -. - . - ~ 

Eliet'a work .in the little p r k ,  on the site of the ~ 1 . t  xornurmt. 
hdh~ burial-gmund,lud the lantiou of the opinion paTin$ the mts ,  and p b t i n g  t- in &e 
k n  ~humh. The obelisk beon i" this public green. The present Eliot Oak, just 'east of 
simple inscription : - the Unitarian Churcli, is in better preservation than 

Jam ELIOT its fallen brother of the f o ~ s t  primeval. Mi- 
Apostle 

to the Indians. tion links these trees with the Indian missionary. 
Born 1604, Lon,nfelloa ha a fine sonnet to the Eliot Oak. 

Died May 20* "Tlloll ancient Oak ! whose myriad leaves m loud 
1690. With sounds of unintelligible speech, 

Tha rear side shorn an open Bible with, on the lift- 

- - h a d  pnge, the legend, '' Up SiMum God, 1663." 
An iron fence enclo-ses the shaft. 

dctober 8, 1851, was celebrated as &tick's 
bi-centknninl. Incorponted as a town but sev- 
entp years b c f o ~ ,  this anniversary commemorated 
'the eirliest settlement. The festival included an 
address by l'rofcssor Store, liimeclf born near tlie 
old oak, n procession, and a brilquet nith speecllcs, 

-one king delivered by Rev. George Copsa~,  an 
Ojibwa? Iudim. Thc suppwd portrait of Eliot, 
rrcentlj brought from ~ n ~ l n n h  by Hon. TVillinrn 
\\'biting, 11ur1g before tlic pulpit. 14 young girl 
of sixten, n lineal descendant of the Xatick 111- 

dhns, snt anlong the pets .  
On elt.ction-clay,hlay, 1812, an old hollow oak 

in tlie rtjadanj, url~ich lmd been valued as an his- 

Souuds as of surges on ashingiJ be&b, 
Or n~ultitudinous murmurs of a cmwd; 

With some rnysterious.gift of tougues endowed 
Thou s p k c s t  a difFcreut dialect to each; 
To IIIC a lrngunp that no,man can.teacb, 
Of R lost rnce long vauished like a cloud, 

For uttderneath thy shade, in days remote, 
Seated like Abnhntn at eventide 
Beneath the oaks of >Lamre, the uoknown 

Apostle of the Indian, Eliot, mote 
His Bible in a langllnpe that Lth  died, . 
And is forgotten sare by thee alone." 

Sam Larson, the goal-nablwl, hzy stor!-telkr 
.in OMlowu Folk, put liis blacksmith's sliop UP- 
der this tree. It waa removed when tlre clinrch 

:was built. We srrw a missionary from Turkey 

1 J. H. T. (of Hutford) pram the dodo8 !ha r mk with 
one exrcprion, by e v i n g  an Indian rmia of ihir MOD& Fidc 
Allanlie Mo~~lkly,  May. 1877. . . 
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pthering ib leaves as mementos of a hallowed 
dpot; and one midsummer afternoon a few years 
since, n well-known citizen, leaning against its 
trunk, took his o\rn life. 

Them stand3 an ancient wide-spreading elm on 
the road near Cochituate, said to cover with its 
shade a space one hundred and fifteen feet wide. 
Those wlio knew these trees in "auld hng  sync," 
the Natick residents of fifty years, held a very 
pleasant gathering February 7, 1879. 

) 

The town has three modem cemeteries. Glen- 
wood, nt South Natick, was opened in 1852, Rev. 
Mi. Alger delivering the address. Dell Park lies a 
mile west from the First Church, a pleasant natural 
dte, anh judiciously beautified. Ilev. Samuel Hunt 
gave the consecrating address July 8, 1849. 

Townsmen and strangers alike seek the grave 
of Henry Wilson. While vice-president he died 
at Washington in his official apartment, adjoining 
the Senate-Chamber, November 22, 1875, and was 
borne with ' eulogies, processions, and mournful 
music from the Capitol to be nobly received by his 
adopted commonwealth in the Doric Hall of the 
State-How. . There, over the Sabbath, he lay iu 
date,- the statues of Washington and Andrew, 
his companions; the tom and blackened battle- 
&qp of the Bbc l lu se t t s  regiments (his own gal- 
lant 29d too), in crape around him. After fitting 
honors there, the stnte gave up t l ~ e  remilis to his 
townsmen, who completed the funeral ceremollies 
in which a weeping nation had participated. Pri- 
vate services were held at his home, and a thronged 
public memorinl service at Concert Hall. And so, 
as the sun of November 30 sank beneath the 
horizon, they laid him beside his kindred, - his 
saintly wife and only son, who died in the army. 
Whenever we gather in our benutiful hall, the por- 
trait of Wilson looks down serenely on the assem- 
blage, and his memory shall ever make " our faith 
in goodness strong." 

We name, too, the North Graveyard beyond 
Felchville, and the South R'atick Burial-ground, 
where sleep the ministers of the last century. Mr. 
Penbody's stone, with a Lntin epitaph, is here. 
This ground, the first English burid-place, was set 
apart in 1731, and the oldest monument bears the 
date of 1730. There were two other burial-places, 
one on Pond and South Jfain streets, the other 
where stands the post-office. Only older citizens 
or the antiquarian know their places now. 
The Indians buried their dead a little farther 

along on Pond Street. At South Notick tlie madd 

before the Unitarian Church and the hotel whs a 
graveyard. - We daily ride and walk over the bones 

' of Natick's earlier inhabitants. The skne of Taka- 
wampbait, Eliot's successor in the ministry, still 
stands agaiust the sidewalk fence. In laying pipes 
for the water-works a number of skeletons were 
exhumed, also a small copper kettle, a heavy flask- 
shaped bottle, a sleigl~bell, beads, and trinkets, 
now to be see11 in the Historical Rooms. 

The American town of any size has and needs 
its fire-brigade. Three hnd-engines with a hook- 
and-ladder truck constituted the old fire depaR- 
ment. 'We uow have two fine steamers, the ladder 
company, and two hose companies. With so many 
wooden buildings at the business centre, &large 
fire there was often predicted. Tuesclny m~rning, 
January 13, 1874, i t  came. Starting on Sum- 
Street, comer of North Maie, the flames leaped 
upon Clark's Block and Walcott's shoe-factory. A 
buildiug across Nain Street cauglit, and storks, 
halls, houses, and the Congregational Church went 
down. Its spire waa the last to bum, and just 
before its fall the bell struck three sad strokes. 
Nearly forty buildings were consumed, pi the Eosa 
was estimated at $500,000. . 

Such a calnmity roused the town to secure a 
bet& water-supply. Du2 Pond (Pegan has been 
suggested as a fitter name) supplies water, pumped 
and forced two miles to the reservoir on B d x s  
Hill from which pipes run through the centre to 
Cochituate line and to South Natick. Water wns 
first let on August, 1875, and at South Natick 
September 1, 1877. That village had its great 
fire in March, 1872, consuming a block of stores, 
houses, and Bailey's Hotel. But the energy of the 
people rebuilt a t  once larger and better thnn be- 
fore. Bailey's new hotel is as comfortable a hos- 
telry as a man could ask. The locolit? has been 
a tavern or liotel for a century. Mine host Cham- 
berlain, of Adarns House '(Boston) repute, once 
kept hotel here. 

The Cochituate aqueduct crosses the extreme 
north section of Natick, and the Sudbury River 
conduit runs through its sontliem part. Two tun. 
nels, the Bockland Street 1,760 feet, aad the second 
1,575 feet, b o d  through the solid rock of Carver 
Hill, are fine specimens of engineering skill. 

Clark's Block covers the space of n block on 
Xain Stmt,  with fine stores and convenient halls 
for general uses. Natick's growing prosperity is 
see11 in the new streets and residences on1 Wdnut 
Hill, overlooking the workshop, schools, d 



dbumbes, with~Nobbc0tt's Hei$t and Hopkinto. I factory, the public hnll .nd atoms, the peen- 
@Ira. Stone's Cloud h d )  in the near view, and I house and the farm, the flying train and the t&. 
W h a s e t t  d Nonadoock on the distant hsrizon. graphic wires. I b t  would TVaban or John Eliot 
A trnly New England landscape is presented in himself &j, to look upon the Natick of today ? 
Nstick, -the church aud school, the library and , 1 

NEWTON. 

BY BAYUEL P. SMITH,  D.D. 

5 history of ~ e w & u ,  in its 
earliest stages, is i n t imaw 

i r: co~mected with. the history of 
Boston, which was originally 

I a very contracted peninsula. 
' 1 But though the territory of 

I Boston wns small, hostile In- 
. - dians were in the vicinity, and 

the inhabitants of the penin- 
,--~L.+-- ~ 1 3 ,  as well as of Chrlestown, 

Roxburyi Dorchester, Fater- 
town, and 0th- places, felt it neoessary to have a 
fortified place to flee to in case of invasion. With 
this view they commenced the town of Cambridge, 
under the name of "9ew Tom," or "the new town." 
They nudertook to surround this new town with a 
stockadej es a defence from the savage foe. The 
fortification was made, and a fosse dug arontid the 
t o r n  enclosing upwards of one thousand acres. , 

the 8th of December, 1691, recurring to ibe old 
designation, by authority of the legislature it b 
cane Newtown, which was gradually and imper- 
ceptibly, without any formal action, boftened into 
Newton. 

The town of Newton, in its earliest history, e& 
braccd nt one time a considerable part of Brighton 
and Brookline, also a small portion which at a 
later date belonged to Watertom, and a slice 
which was ceded in 1838 to Roxbury, and another, 
in 1817, to JTaltliam. A portion of the temtory 
now belongillg to Brookline was d e d  by Boston 
to the Rev. JIr. Hooker aud his company when 
they complained of lack of room, on the condi- 
tion that the? shonld continue to be citizens of the 
tom.  The? remained for n season, but soon grew 
unensy again; and, making their way a hmdret) 
miles througli the uutravelled wilderness witli tlieir 
nives and cliildren and cattle, subsisting during the 

The fence enclosing the place was ab0ut.n mile and journey on the milk of their herds, they settled in 
a half in length. 

This was the new t o m  mewtown). In  1038 
the foundations of the college were laid in the new 
tom; and, in remembrance of the University in 
England where severnl of the prominent settlers 
had received their early ducation, the new settle- 
ment took the name of Cambridge. 

If was not long before tlie inhabitants of the 

Connecticut, and the grnnt of hnd that had been 
made for their benefit reverted to the t o m  of 
Boston. 

Tlie early settlers of Newton, properly so called, 
numbered on11 twenty, or at most twenty-two. 
Foremost among them is the name of Jackson, - 
an honored name, ahicli has mingled prominently 
~ritli its entire histor?. Other early nnmes were 

insignificant peninsula of Bo?~ton and the enclosed Fuller, H ~ d c ,  Park, Wad ,  TTis\rall, Prenticc, and I settlement of Cambridge soylit  enlargement; arid Trowbridge. Jlost of these ilames still l ispr, 
p t a  of land were made to individual rttlers in I either in the persons of their descendants or in 
the remoter mldentess. Crossing Charles River 3 
the point aftemanis covered .by t l~e  Great Bridge, 
so called, since Brigliton Bridge, they began to 
settle on the soutli side of the river. U'hen t l~e  
north side of the river reccived tlie name of Cam- 

connection nit11 the lands and tenements ~rl~icli 
belonged to them. The men bmring these names 
exercised a leading influel~ce in all the affairs of 
the town. By their prudence, piety, enterprise, 
patriotism, nnd ~ i r t u e  they i m p m d  upon the 

bridge, the tettlement on the eoutlr side wns called town n character wllicll it is still proud to maintain, 
-*bridge Villnge, or New C.mbridp; ad, on I a d  swted it in a career which h lal to p m p r -  



ity, education, culture, enlargement, influence, fame, 
a d  wealth. The drst mayor of the city of New- 
ton, Hon. J. F. C. Hyde, wns a direct d k n d a n t  
of this early stodk. The Boston and Albany Ihil- 
road owes its existence largely to the fnt-reach- 
iug foresight and influence of another, the Hon. 
William Jackson, in the Jdsssechusetts legisla- 
ture. 

The first settlers of the town did not come in a 
body, but family after family, and one by one. 
The first who came &re Deacon John Jackson, of 
London, in 1639, and Samuel Holly, in the same 
year. In 1640 came Deacon Samuel Hyde, in 
1643. Edward Jackson, both also of London, and 
the next year, John Fuller. In 1647 came Jona- 
than Hyde, from Lo'doii, and Richard Park, from 
Cambridge; in 1649, Captain Thomas Yrentice; 
rad in 1650, JIessrs. Jotill Ward, Thomas Ham- 
mond, John Parker, Vindent Druce, and Jnmes 
d Thoinas Prentice, Jr. John Jackson, Jr., 

- born in 1639, was probably the first child born 
within the limits of the town. The hardships in- 
cident to life in a new country seem to have been 

not unfavorable to. health ahd longevity. o u t  of 
thirty, whose age a t  the time of their decease is 
recorded, only two died ux~der fifty, only eight 
under seventy, and fourteen lived bqond eighty. 
John Jackson's lot, including a dwelling-houses 
and forty-eight acres of land, was near the present 
dividing line between Newton and Brighton, bor- 
dering twenty-four rods on Charles River. The 
estate of the R r k s  was in the northerfy portiou of 
the territory of the town; the Hamnlorids in the 
east and southeast ; Hgdes, Prentices, aid Springs, 
near the centre; Wiswalls and Clarke, south of 
the centre; Fullers, from the centre to the west 
and northwest ; Woodwards, southwest. The Gov- 
ernor Haynes farm, of a thousand acres, was at  the 
south. Up to the year 1700, the -names of only 
seventy-one male settlers 'in the t o m  are found 
upon the records. Most of them were, at the time 
of their settlement, in the prime of life, - only two, 
so far as is known, being more thnn fifty y e ~ h  of 
age, and only five hnvhg reached tlie age of forty. 
The majority of them were between thirty-one and 
thirty-five. 

&a. John Jackson. 
Dea. Samuel Hyde 
Edward Jackson 
John Fuller 
Jonathau Hvde 
Ricllard Pa& 
Ca t. Thomas Prcntice JJ n Parker 
Thopuu Hammond 
Vincent Dmce - 
John \Yard a 
James Preutioe , 
Thomas Prentice, 9d 
Tlio~nas W i d  
John Kenrick 
Isaac Williams 
Abraham Williams 
James Trowbridge 
Jol~u S ring 
John ~ i o t ,  Jr, 

London 
London 

' London 
EnSbd 
Londou 
Cambridge, Mass. 
England 
Hingham, Mau. 
Hinghnm, Mas.  

22qiEE 
Englan 
England 
Dorchester, Mass. 
Boston, Mas.  
Borbury, Mass. 
Watertown, blass. 
Dorcllester, Mass. 
Watertown, Nms. 
Roxbury, Mass. 

~ - I . ai.930 '08. or. 

Besides these twenty settlers, there were in New- 
ton, at the time of the ordination of John Eliot, Jr .  
(1664), twelve joung men of tlie second genern- 
tion, nearly all then unmnrried, ~~nmeiy : John 
Jackson, Jr. ; Sebas Jackson, Jonatl~an Jackson, 

1 John Ward, pmioar to his death, had mnreyed moat of hi* 
pmpat?., by deed of giR, to his children. Several of the tint 
d n  did the runc thinp; and this property was, therehre, 
lot Lelvdcd in thir inventoria. 

sons of Edward Jackson; Noah Wiswall, son of 
Thomk Wismall; John Kearick, Elijah Kenrick, 
sons of John Kenrick; Vincent Dm&, Jr., John 
Druce, sons of Vincent Druce ; Samuel Hyde, Job 
Hyde, sons of Samuel H!de; Thomns Park, son 
of ~ i c h a r d  Park ; 'Thorn& Hammond, Jr.  

Deacon Jolin Jilcks011 was the fint settler of 
Cambridge Village who rema~ned and died in it. 
He brought a good estate with him from Englad. 
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He boa& a dwelling--house and eighteen acres of 
kud of Miles Ives, of Watertown, in 1639. This 
estate was situated on the line which now divides 
Hewton from Brigliton. He took the freeman's 
oath in 1641, nnd p l p s  one of the first deacons of 
the cburch. He gave onc acre of lalid for tlie 
church and a buryiilg-place, on wliich the first 
meeting-house was erected in 1660, and which is 
now a part of the East Parisli Cemeterv on Cciitre 
Street. H e  \FOS probably the son of Christopher 
Jackson, of London, who died Decembr 5, 1633. 
He lud by two wives five sons and ten daughters, 
md at the time of his death about fifty grand- 
children. 
The time when Deacon John Jackson came into 

Cambridge Village may be properl~ considered the 
date of the first settlement of Newton. He died 
January 30, 1674 - 75. His widow, Xargaret, 
died August 28, 1684, aged sisty. His son Ed- 
wad was killed by tlie ludians at JLedfield in their 
attack upon aiid burning of that to\rn, Februarj 21, 
1678. His house was near the place in later times 
covered by tlie sliop of Mr. Smllwood. Tlie cellar 
rmained till recently, and he is said by tradition to 
have planted the pear-trees on the premises,~s~ill 
bearing fruit. Abraham Jackson was the only o l~e  
of his eons who reared a family. Tliis son gave 
one acre of land adjoining that give11 by liis father, 
additional to that set apnrt for the church and 
buqing-place. 

Deacon Samuel Hyde was born in 1610. He 
embarked in the ship Jonathan, at London, for 
Boston, April, 1639, and settled in Cambridge 
Tillage ahout 1640. In 1647 he and his brother 
Jonathan bought of Thomas Danforth forty acres 
of land, aiid in 1652 two hundred acres, of the 
administrators of Nathariiel Sprliawk. This land 
they held in common till 1662, when it was di- 
vided. He was one of the first deacons of the 
church. He had, by his wife Temperance, S'amuel, 
Joshua, Job, Sarah, and Elizabeth. Sanli married 
Tliomas Woolson of Watettown, in 1660. Eliza- 
beth married IIumplire\. Osland in 1667. Samuel 
Hyde conveyed to liis sail-in-law, Osland, a piece of 
his land on the west aide of Centre Street in 1678, 
on which the latter Imd previousl! erected a house, 
being part of the land later of Israel Lombard, Esq., 
and now of E. C. Converse, Esq. Samuel Hyde 
died k 1689, aged sevcntr-nine, and his rife died 
l o r t l y  afterwards. George Hjde, Esq., of the 
sixth' generation, now owns and resides on part of 
the rrme laud occupied by Descou Samuel. Job, 

son of Demon h u e l ,  krried Elizabeth, dauglrter 
of John Fuller. Job and his wife both died in No- 
vember, 1685. His father took aird provided for 
lulf their childmi, and hem for the other lialf., 
Samuel, son of the deacon, married I f a n d  Stead- 
mail iii 1675. His house was burnt Nay 21,1709, 
and raised again, with tlie lielp of his neigl~bon, in 
fourteen dap. He died in 1725, and his wife irr 
1717. His house stood on the east side of Centre 
Street, near where George Hyde afterwards built, 
and more recently hlr. Freeland. 

Edward Jackson, Sr., was born in London, in 
1602, according to his gravestone. Examinatimp 
of the parisli register of White Chapel, w h w  he. 
lived n~id followed the trade of a nail-maker, indi- 
cate tliat ?le was the son of Christopher Jackson, 
and was baptized Februnrp 3, 1604. EFis first 
wife's name was Frances ; by her he had faur sons 
and four daugllters. Famil1 tradition affirms that 
the jouiigest son, &bas (Seaborn?), was born op 
tlie passage to this country in 1642 or 1643 ; if .so, 
Frances, the mother, died on tlie passage, or soon 
after their arrival here. His second marriage, in 
1649, was nit11 Elizabeth, daughter of John New- 
gate, an! \"do\v of Rev: John Oliver (H. C. 1645), 
tlie first minister of Rumney Marsh (Chelsea), by 
~vllorn lie had four dau&ers and one son. He 
purcliased land in Cambridge Village of Samuel 
Holly, in 1643, took tlie fmeman's oat11 in 1645, 
oiid the gear following purchased a hrm from 
Governor Bradstreet, of five hundred acres, for 
t 140, 101ig k~iown as tlie Nayhew farm, - Brad- 
street having purchased it of Tliomas Mayhew in 
16SS, with all the buildill@ thereon, for six cows. 
Tliis five-hundred-acre farni commenced near what 
is IIOW tlie division line hetreen Newton and 
Brighton, aiid extended westward, blcluding what 
is now Xewtonville, and covering the site allere 
Judge Fuller's liouse stood, now the site of the 
residence of ex-Governor Claflin. The site where 
Ge~ieral Jlicharl Jackson's house stood (later Hon. 
Killiam Jackson's) was near the centre of tlie 
Jlayhen f3rm ; and a few rods nearer the brook 
stood tlie old dwelling-house con\-eyed with the 
laud in Mayhe~v's deed to Bradstreet. Of COW 

it \vas built previous to 1035, and therefore it is 
Iiiglil~ probable that it was the 'first dwelling-I~OUX 
built ill Newton. l'lie cellnr-hole, a feu rods from 
the brook, wvas visible uiitil recent times. I n  t h  
lajing out of the highway in 1708, which passed 
by tlie house, the description is, " crossibg the 
brook near where the old house stood." The 



house, which was erected before 1638, was golie 
before 1708. I t  had stood about the allotted 
spaa of threescore years and ten. I t  wns proba- 
bly the first residei~ce of Edward Jackson, Sr., 
in Cambridge Village, from his colni~ig iu 164% or 
1643, till his marriage in 1649, and perhaps for 
many more years. His dwelling-house, at the date 
of his death, in 1651, stood about three quarters 
of a mile east of the old h o w ,  and is described as 
a spacious mansion, wit11 a lull, designed, undoubt- 
edly, for religious meetings. . 

Edward Jackson was elected one of the deputies 
(representatives) from Cambridge to the General 
Court in 1616, and continued to be elected to that 
ofltice annually or semi-nnnunlly for seventeen years 
in all, a d  was otherwise much employed in public 
life. He was one of the selectmen of Cambridge 
in 1665; chairman of n committee, of wliicli 
Edward Orrkes and Lieutenant-Governor Dn~ifortli 
were the other members, appointed by the to\m of 
Cambridge in 1653 to lay out 'all necessary high- 
ways in Cambridge on the soutli side of Cl~arles 
River; chairman of a committee composed, in ad- 
dition, of his brother, Joliu Jackson, Richard Park, 

- and Samuel Hyde, " to Say out and settle highwn~s 
as need shall require in Cambridge Village" ; and 
one of the commissioners to end small causes in 
Cambridge, for several years. He was constantly 
present with the Rev. John Eliot at his lectures to 
the Indins at Nonantum, to take notes of tlie ques- 
tions of the Iudians and of the answers of Mr. 
Eliot. 

He was one of the proprietors of Cambridge, aiid 
in the divisiou of the common lands in 1662 he 
had four acres, and in 1664 he had thirty acres. 
He was also a large proprietor iii the Billerica 
lands, and in the division of 1652 he had four 
hundred acres, wliich he gave by his will to Har- 
vard College, together with other bequests. He 
was the author and first signer of a petition in 
1678 to have Cambridge Village set off from Cam- 
bridge and made nn independent town. 

In Johnson's IIiutory of New Englard, in a 
notice of many of the leading men of the time, Ed- 
ward Jackson is referred to as one who " could not 
endure to see- the trutlis of Christ trampled under 
foot by the erroneous pnrty." Mr. Jackson had 
thirteen children and upwards of sixty grand- 
children. He died Julie 17, 1681, a d  seventy- 
nine years rind five months. His inventorj 
wntained upwards of 1,600 acres of land and two 
menservants, appraised at £ 5 each. He was prob- 

1 ably tlie Lnt ~sln~zbo1der in ~ e r t o t i .  HL  rife 
1 survived him twcnty-eiglit years, and died Septem- 
1 ber 30, 1709, aged d~iety-two. He was a land- 
surveyor, and not h1g before his death surveyed 
his own lands, and made a division of them to liis 
children, putting np metes niid bounds. 

I t  is a remarkable fact in rehtion to these two 
brotliem, John and Edward Jackson, that wl~ile 
Edward had but three sons and John five, tliere 
are multitudes of Edward's posterity ~rlio bear his 
imme, and not more than tliree or four of John's. 
Forty-four of Edward's dcscet~clants went into the 
Revolutionary arm? from Xewto~i, aud ~io t  one of 
John's. 111 September, 1852, tlicre were but tliree 
Eamilies in tlie town of his deeceurlanb beariug 
his name. 

Joliri Fuller was born in 1611, a ~ ~ d  settled in 
Cambridge Wage in 16 44. I11 December, 1658, 
he purchased of Joseph Cooke seven hundred and 
fifty acres of land for $160, bounded north. and 
we~t  by Cliarles River, south b~ Snmuel Slieprd, 
a ~ ~ d  east by Thomas Park. His house stood on 
tlie soutli sirle of the road, on tlie west side of tlie 
brook, and \ritliin n few rods of both road and 
brook. B j  subsequei~t purchase he increased his 
farm to 1,000 acres, Cheese-cake Brook ~ n u i n g  
through it. He had six sons arid two d a u g h t e ~  ; 
his soil Isnac died before him. He divided liis 
farm between the other five sous, -7 John, Jona- 
thau, Joseph, Jeremiah, and Joshua. This tract 
of land was long known as the Fuller Farm, or 
Fuller's Conier. He was a maltster; he was se- 
lectman from 1654 to 1694, and died in 1698-99, 
aged eighty-seven. His wife, Elizabeth, died in 
1700. They left five wns, two daughters, and 
forty-five grandchildren. His will provided that 
none of the land bequeathed to his sons should be 
sold to strangers until first o f f ed  to the nearest 
relation. Twenty-two of his descendants went into 
the Revolutionary army from Newton. His five 
sons died at the following ages: John, seventy- 
five; Jonathan, seventy-four; Joseph, eighty-eight; 
Jeremiah, eighty-five ; Joshua, ninety-eight. Joshua 
was married the second time in 1712, when eighty- 
eight yenrs old, to Mng Dana, of Cambridge, who 
was then in her seventy-fifth year. 

Edward Jackson and John Fuller came into 
Cambridge Village nbout the same time. They 
probably knew each other in England, were the 
largest land-owners in the Village, divided their 
lands among their cliildren in their lifetime, con- 
h u i g  tlie divisiou by their wills, aud have L d a  
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far greater number of descendants than say other 
of the early settlers of the tom. 

Jonathan Hyde was born i 10%6. He borrght 
two hundred and for@ acres of land in Cambridge 
Tillage with his brother Samuel, \vhicIi they on?ned 
jn commonuntil 1661. 111 1656 hc boughheiglit~ 
a p ,  whicli was oiie eigl~tli of tllc tract recovered 
by Cambridge from Dedhsm i a lawsuit. Ile 
settled upon the land, and incrcasrd it b j  subsc- 
quent purchases to set7enl hundred acres. Tlis 
hoase was about sixty rods north of the Centre 
Congregational Church. He booght and solcl 
much land in ?be town. IJc had twenty-three 
children,-fifteen by his wife Mary Frcnch, dau~h-  
ter of William French of Billerica, and eight by 
his second wife, . . &r;v Redit, daughter of John 

Rcdint of 3Zarlbarough, with whom he made a 
tuarriage coveilant in 1673, in whicli it was stipu- 
lated that, ill ciise he dlould die first? she should 
have his house, ban), and about one hundred acres 
of bud. This part of his homestend was bounded 
b!. the highway from Watertown to D e d l m  (Cen- 
trc Street), one h u n d d  and sisty rods, and one 
hnndrecl ~restsndly, and south by tlre farm of Elder 
Kiswall, m r v i ~ ~ g  n I~ighmy one roc1 wide next to 
ITis~vnll's. This high~vay ran from the trait~iirg- 
ficld (Cnmmon) b~ the north h n k  of Wiswall's 
Pond, and for inore than a centur? was known as 
Blnnden's I,ane,-its commencement on Cctdre 
Strert nearly coinciding with Pelllam Street, and 
bending soutl~westmrdly, p e t  the hous  anciently 
k~lown by the name of Blnnden, more rr~etitl? 
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of Mr. Joseph White. The front bf this lot, on 
Centre S t ~ t ,  extended from this lane to a point 
about opposite Ward Street. This farm was tllere- 
fon  k r  the centre of Newton, and included the 
ground on which the First Parish Meeting-house 
now stands. In  1702 Ire gave to John Kearick 
and others, selectmen of Newton, a d  their suc- 
cessors in office, t' half an acre of his homestead," 
for the use and benefit of the school in the south- 
erly part of the town. I t  is supposed that he also 
gave most of the land wliiclr has long been kno~rn as 
the Cotnmon, at Newton Centre, as a ttniuing-field; 
but no record of this gift llas been found. He was 
electman in 1691, and in his deeds was styled 

Sergeant." He settled his own estate a few gears 
before his decease, by deeds of gift to eleve11 of his 
children, conveying about four'hundred acres, with 
several duelling-houses thereon. The other twelve 
children had probabl!. died before him, or had bee11 
otherwise provided for. His first wife died May 27, 
1673, aged thirty-niue; tlre rceco~~d died Septem- 
ber ti, 1708. He died October 5, 1711, aged 
eighty-five, leaving uutnerous gmndchildren. 

Richard Park was a proprietor iu Cambridge in 
1636, and of Cambridge Farms (Lexington), 1613. 

. In 1647 then was a division of lands, and he had 
eleven acres, abutting on 3Ir. Edward Jackson's 
land, east and west, and the highway to Dedham 
(Centre Street) was laid out through it. His 
dwelling-house was probably erected on tlus lot, 
and stood within a few feet of the spot now occu- 
pied by the Eliot Church. This ancient house was 
pulled down about 1800. This spot was near the 
four-mile line, or the division line between Cam- 
bridge and Cambridge Village. During the con- 
test between the Tillage and Cambridge in regard 
to being &.off, he sent a petition to the General 
Court, praying to retain his connection with the 
Cambridge church. 

He omed a large tract of land in the Village, 
bounded west by the Fuller farm, ilorth by Charles 
River, east by the Dummer farm, and east and 
south by the Mayhew farm (Edward Jackson's), 
containing about six hundred acres. By his will 
he bequeathed to his only son, Tllomns, this tract 
of land with the houses thereon, after the death of 
his wife, Sarah. Tliis only son, Thomas, married 
Abigail Dix of Watertown, 1653, and lrad five 
sons and four daughters, among whom tlris tract 
of land was divided in 1694 (Thomas having de- 
ceased), and the contents then were about eight 
hundred acres,-Thomas having added by pur- 

chase about two hundred acres, and built a corn., 
mill ulma Charles River, near where the dam now 
is, in the North ViILqge. I I 

In 1657 Bicl~nrd I'ark was one of a committee, 
with Edward Jackson, John Jncksor~, and Samuel 
Hyde, to lny out and settle hiyllwa~s in Cambridge 
Villnge. In 1663 11e was r e l ead  from trailring, 
and tlrerefore past sixty ymrs of age. He died it1 

1665, leuvi~rg a will, naming in it Iris wife Saral~, 
two daughters, and only son, Thomas. One of his 
daughters married Frnucis Whitternore of Cam- 
bridge. His widow was living at Dusbury in 1688. 

Henry Parke of h u l o n ,  merchant, son and heir 
of Edward Pnrke of London, merchant, d-ed, 
conveyed land in Cambridge to John Stedmarr in 
1650. Edward rnny have been the ancestor of the 
first settlers of tlmt name ill Xew Esglnnd, namely, 
of Deacon William of Rosburp, Biclmrd of Cam- 
bridge Village, Samuel of Mystic, and Thomas of 
Stouingtot~, Conn. 

Captain Thomas h n t i c e  was bonk in England 
in 1621. He was in this country h'ovember 22, 
1649, as shown by the record of the birth of his 
twin cllildren, Thomas and Eliznbeth. He was- 
elected lieutenant of the compnny of horse in the 
lower Middlesex regiment in 1656, and captain itr 
1663. In 1661 he purclmwd three hundred rcm of 
land in the Pequot country, which was in Stoning- 
ton, Conn. Two hundred and thirty acres of this 
land are appraised in his so11 Tltomns' inve~jtory 
at £ 109, iu 1685. His grandson, Snmuel, q r r i e d  
Esther Ha~nmond, nnd settled upon tlris land i i ~  
1710. In 1663 he purchased of Elder Proat of 
Cambridge eighty-fire a c m  of land in the easterly 
p r t  of Cambridge Village, adjoining Johs Ward's 
Innd. This was his homestead for about fifty years.. 
In 1705 he conveyed it by deed of gift to his 
grandson, Captain Thomas Prentice. Hia house 
was on the spot when the Harback house now 
stands. He was one of the Cambridge proprietors, 
and in the divisiou of the common lands he re- 
ceived a hundred and fifty acres in Billerica in 
1652, and nine acres in Cambridge Village in 
1664. 

He was grently distinguished for his bravery and 
heroism in Philip's War, which broke out in 1675. 
On the Z6th of June a company of infantry under 
Captain Henchman from Boston, and a company 
of horse under Captain Prentice from Cambridge 
lTillage nnd adjoining towns (twenty .from the Fil- 
l a p  and trcnty-one from Dedham), marched for 
Moullt Hope. I n  their fimt cod& with the In- 



*.in Sllonzey, William Haminond was killed, 
md Corporal Belcler h d  his horse sliot under 
him, and was hi~nself wouded. On the 1st of 
Jdy they b d  another encounter, on a plain near 
Behobothy with the Indintis, four or five of whom - slain. bong them wn-.ls Tl~ebe, a sachem of 
Mowt Hope; another was one of Pllilip's cliiefs. 
In this affair J o b  Druce, son of Vincent (one of 
the first settlers of tlie Village), was ,mortally 
rounded. He was brought home, and died at  his 
om house the next day. 

On the 10th of December five companies of 
infantry aud Captaiu Prentice's troop of l~orse 
marched from Massachusetts and from Plymouth 
Colony to ~Narmpset t .  On the 16th Captain 
Frentice received information that the Iiidians had 
bunted Jeremiah Ball's house, a11d killed eighteen 
ma, women, and children. He marched imme- 
U l y  in pursuit, killed tell of the Indians, c o p t u d  
fifty-five, and b u d  a h u i ~ d d  and fifty wigwams. 
"This exploit," says the l~istorian of the day, " was 
performed by Captain Prentice, of the Horse." 

On the 2lst of Janunry, 1676, Captain Pren- 

Wnr broke ouk, i ~ d  was then fifty-five yearn ,old. 
Ile \F&F ha*, atliletic, and robust, and capable of 
er~duriug great fatigue. He continued to ride on 
horseback till the end of 1Js long life, and liis death 
was occasioned by a fall from his l~oorse. 

Xotsitlistanding llle fact that the Indian con- 
verts mailltailid unshaken their fidelity to the 
English, such was the prejudice a-t them m d  
fear of them, tlurt the General Court, on the break- 
ing out of Philip's War, ordered them to be R- 
moved to Deer Island, iu Boston Elarbor, and 
Captaiii Prentice, with liis troopers, was charged 
with the execution of the order. Their number, 
il~cluding men, womeu, a i~d  children, ppas about 
two hundred. 

Altlioagli Captain Prentice was a terrible enemy 
to tlie hostile I~~dinus, and greatlj feared by them, 
he u-as a warm friend and cou~lsellor, and hd 
the full coiifidetice of the friendly tribes. General 
Gookin ups for many years, by aippoi~itment of 
tlie General Court, tlie magistrate for managi~ig, 
advising, and watching over tlie friendly Indians. 

1 After GookinJs death seven1 of the bands united, 

comptly of t m l ~ m  fifteen ya r s  die11 .Pl~ilip's 
a &te, tbau@ hra Civa, i, jrol. 1, 

., 
ous descendants. Captain Prentice's \rift, Gnce, 
died October 9, 1602. He diod July 6, 171% 

L 's  troop, being in mlvaoce of the infantry, met 1 ill 1691, in a petition that Captain Prentice might 
with a prty of Indians, captured t\\.o, a11d killed be appointed their ruler. 
nine of them. On the 18tl1 of April l f o l l o r i n ~  Captain Prentice was appointed one of a mm- 
8 Indians made a vigorous attack 011 Sudbur~. ! Inittee to proceed to Quissigamond (Worcester), ' 
Captains' Wadswortll alid Srwkelba~ik fought wit11 the view of formiug a settlement there. He 
bravely in defence, but were overpowered, and ' was one of the owners of the first fifty-eight hcuses I 

+. si. 88. -ED. a@ eighty-niue, and was buried under arms. He 

etghteen of their men took refuge in a mill. 
When notice.of this 'attack reached ('aptail1 Pren- 
tice, he started immediately for Sudbury, with but 
few of his company, n~ld ei~tered tlmt town with 
but six besides himself. The remlla~it of Captain 
WadsworthJs me11 dehlded tlie mrll biwely utltil 
night, s l ~ e n  they aere relieved, and tile Illdiuns 
put to flight. All nccounts agree that Captain 
Prentice rendcred most invaluable service t11mugl~- 
out the war. He was co~~staut~y on tlie alert, and 
by his bald and rapid marches he put the encmy 
to the s\ranl or to fl~ght, n d  made his nanic a 

built there, and had a grant of fifty acres of l a d  
for his public services. He was a representative 
to the Ge~ienl Court in 1672, 1673, and 1674. 
hi 1679 he was appointed chairlna~~ of a com- 
mittee for rebuilding tlie town of Lnncaster, which 
was destroyed by the Iadianu during Philip's War. 

Captain Prentice ind his wife, Grace, had four 
eons and four daughters. Two of liis sons died in 
cl~ildliood ; tlie other two aere married. Thomas, 
tlic eldest, Imd tliree sons, md died in 1685, and 
tlic old captain had the bringing up of the three 
padsons, to whom he gave a good education 

terror to all tile hostile Intlia~ts. After Philip was and all his estate. Thomas, the eldest gmndson, 
slain in Jul:, 167G, terms of pace were offered to was a leading man in Kewton, a captain of in- I all L~l i .~ns  u l ~ o  would surrentlcr. A Xipmucl f a ~ i t r ~ ,  and (lied ill 1730. Tlie second grandson, 
sachem, called Joht~, nit11 n t~unibcr of his mcn, Jol~n, married a daugliter of Edward Jackson, and 
embrncd the oflet, nnd by order of t l~e  G e ~ ~ c n l  1 clic.tl \\.itliout cliildren, n p d  t1iirt~-five. Tlie third 
Court W ~ I W  given in charge to Cilpii~in Pn-~~ticr,  i gpndson, Samuel, married Estlmer, daughtcr of 
rho Lcpt illem at liir liousa in CamLridp Tillage. j liltlianid Harnmond, and settled in Sto~liugton, 

C;:ptai11 Pmntice Ii;td been in command of the I COIIII. From tliis mnrrince have proccedctl tiumer- 
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rcttkd his own estate by d d s  oi gift to  h i~ '~rand-  
child&n. He wns one bf the most substantial men 
of hi age, and enjoyed the unlimited confidence of 
his assuciatea in the .dttlement of Seir Cambridge. 
Edward Jnckson, in his will, made ill lGSl, iuserts 
this clause, wliich is a contemporary testimony to 
his merits: "I bequenth to my honored friend, 
Capt. Tliomas Prentice, one diamond riug." 

John Parker ms one of the earliest settlers of 
Hingliam, Mass. He probably came over i ~ i  the 
ship James, of London, in 1635, and lind land 
granted him there in 1636 and 1640. He wns n 
carpenter by trade, removed from Hingham, and 
bbughtl a tract of lnnd in tlie easterly part of Cam- 
bridge Village ill JIarcli, 1650, adjoining the lauds 
of John Wan1 and Vincent Druce. By hh wife 
Joanna he had five sons and five daughters, and 
died. in l6Y6, aged seventy-one. His estate 
p d ,  soon after liis death, into t l ~ e  hands of 
Hon. Bbe~~ezer Stone, and is the same long omnecl 
and occupied by Mr. John Kingsbury. 

The Parken in Kewton have descended from 
tm distinct fnmilies, namely, John and Joamu of 
Hinglurm, and Samuel and Sarah of Dedham. 
Nathaniel Paiker was a prominent mnn in Newton ; 
he was the son of Samuel and Sarah, born in Ded- 
ham, &larch 26, 1670. He olvued the land on 
which the third meeting-house was erected, -the 
site still occupied by the Fiwt Parish Church. He 
sold this land, containing one and u h l f  acm and 
twenty rods, for 16, and convejed i t  to the select- 
men of Newton by deed, in August, 1716. 

Thomas Hammond was one of the earliest set 
tlem of Hingliam ; lie took the freeman's oath 
there March 9, 1637,.nnd had lnnd panted to him 
there in 1636 and in 1637. His children were 
born in Hingliam. He sold his lnnds in that town 
in 1652, and liis dwelling-house in 1656. In 1650 
ha and Vincent Druce bouglit of Sicllolas Hodg- 
den ,land in Cambridge Villnge, and in 1658 they 
bought of Tholnas Bmttle and others six liundvd 
acres, partly in Cambridge Village and p r t ly  in 
Muddy Biver (Brookline). They held this land 
in common until 1664, when a division was made 
between them. The dividing line ans one hundred 
rods in length, running over the great hill. Tile 
pond mu in Hnmmond's part, and has been called 
by his name ever since. He also bouglit in 1656 
of Esther Sparbawk three I~unclred nncl thirty acres. 
By hi4 wife, Eliznbetli, 11e liad two sons and two 
daughters. H e  died September 90,1675, and left 
a will written by his ow11 hand, but not signed, in 

which he csb hiamelf sgcd. His lands rem zli. 
vided among his children. He h d  upwards of 
twemty grandchildren. 

Vi~~ce~i t  Druce was one of tlie earliest settlers 
of Hiiy.$inm, being there in 1636, and .lmd Iantl 
grnnted to him there in 1636 and in 1637. His 
son John mas baptized in Hingham, in April, 1641. 
I n  1650 Xicholas Hoclgrle~~, of that p r t  of Boston 
now Brookline, conveyed to Thomas Hammond and 
Vincent Druce, of Cambridge, a trnct of land in tlw 
eapt&ly part of Cambridge Villnge, adjoining Jolin 
Parker's land, which land nns origi~dly granted by 
the town of Cambridge to Robert Bradish. The 
highway from Cambridge Villnge to Muddy River 
(Brookline) IW laid out tlirougl~ thee  .lands in 
1658. Jolin K r d  conveyed to Druce one hun- 
dred and thirty acres of lnnd, bounded east by the 
Boxbury line and north by Yuddy River line. 
His dwelling-house was near the spot afterwards' 
mupied by the xhool~liouse in the east part of the 
town, not far from the mansion of the late F. M. 
Johnson, Esq. Of his two sons, Fincent and Jolm, 
the latter was a soldier in Captain Prentice's troop 
of horse, and was killed in the war with King 
Philip at Mount Hope in 1675, aged thirty-four, 
and' was probably the first victim who fell in that 
war from Cambridge Village. T b  former, Vin- 
cent, died in January, 1678. ' a 

Ensign John Ward was born in England, in 
16e6. He was the eldest son of William Ward, 
who, with his second wife, Elizabeth, and other 
children, came from Yorkshire or Derbyshire, and 
settled h Sudbury, where Ile had lands assigned to 
him in 1640. John Ward mamed Hannah, the 
daughter of Edward Jackson, in 1660; was select- 
man nine years, from 1679, and a reprejenbtive 
eight years, being the first representative sent from 
Ghmbridge Village. The first fear, 1689, he s e d  
fifty-four days, and the Village voted " 18. 6 rl. per 
day for his serving." His dwelling-house wns con- 
structed for a garrison-house nbout 1661, and used 
as such during King Philip's War. This ancient 
building stood on the ground occupied at present 
by the house of the heirs of Ephraim Ward, a 
descendant of John, and was demolished in 1821. 
Tliis house md  forty-five acres of land were con. 
veyed to Jolin and Hannah by hisqfather-in-lnw, 
Edward Jackson, by deed dated March 10,1661. 
H e  owned nbout five hundred ncres of lnnd, which 
he distributed among liis sons by deeds of gift in 
1701. He 'was by trnde a turner. He had eight 
sons and five daughters, and died July 1,1703, 
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rged eighty-two. His wife, Hannah, died April 24, 
1704,aged seventy-three. There were tu.elve of 
this mme among the early settlers of New England. 

James Prentice and Tliomas Prentice, Jr., both 
of Cambridge, purchased of Thomas Danforth four 
hundred acres of laid in Cambridge, in Alarcli, 
1650. In 1657 they purchased one hundred acres 
of Du~forth, " being the farm tliat James Prentice 
d d s  on, bounded N. E. by land of John Jack- 
sn," prt of which is now tlie ancient burial-place 
on Ccntre Street ; extending southwesterly, beyoi~d 
the house now occupied by heirs of Marshall S. 
Bia, Eq. James 011d Tliomas, Jr., or 2d, were 
probnbly brothers, aud doubtless came iuto Cam- 
bridge Village the aame year with Captain Tliomas 
Prentice. The sncient Pre~itice house was demol- 
ished in 1800. I t  stood a few rods southeast of 
bbonse now occupied by the heirs of Joshua 
Loring, on Centre Street, opposite 3lill Street. 
James Pre~~tice married Susanna, the daugliter 

of bptain Edward Jolinson, of Woburii, and liad 
ow son, Jamna, aid five daughters. Captain 
Johnson, by his rill, dated 1672, gave liis grand- 
ma, James Prentice, £15, arid also made a small 
bequest to Susaiina and Hani~l i  Pretitice, dnugli- 
krs of his sou-in-law, James Preiitice. He was 
aledman in 1694, and died Ainrcli 7, 1710, aged 
eighty-one. His so11 James, wilo was liis adminis- 
trator, spld out his share in liis father's estate for 
£60, in 1711, to his five sisters, "all siiigle 
women: and probably left tlie to~vu. 

Thomas Prentice, 2d, with Jamcs, just mentioned, 
prcM four hundred acres of land in Cambridge, 
in Marcb, 1650, and one l~undred acres in 1657. 
Both pcela were conveyed to Jalncs Prentice and 
Tho- Prentice, Jr., tlie one hu~idred acres being 
described as " the farm that James Preiitice now 
dwells on." He married 'Bebecca, daughter of 
Edward Jackson, Sr., by his first n-ife, who was 
born io England about 1633, and liad six sons and 
one daughter. There is no record of the births, 
marriages, or death of the parents or childreii of 
this family.. Edward Jackson by his will g v e  
him onelhundred acres of land, called " Bald-Pate 
MadoF," near Oak Hill, and several other tracts 
of land, aud to his wife, R e b ,  a gold ring, with 
the motto, " biemeiito morer " (mori ?) . 

When he came into tlie Village he was called 
Thomas, Jr.; when Captain Thomas Prentice's son 
Thomas was grown up, he was called Thomas, 2d ; 
when his own son Tliomas was grown-up, he was 
called Thomas; while the oaphin was d e d  and 

widely know1 by his military title. Edmd Jack- ' 
son, by liis nill, made bequests to both these. Pren- 
tices in 1681 ; the one lie styles Tliomas Prentice, 
and the otlier Captain Thomas Prentice. I n  the 
latter p r t  of his life, he was called Thomas, St. 

In 1706 he conveyed land to his grandsans 
Thomas and Samuel, and in 1714 he conveyed 
lalid to his sons Thomas and John, iu which cqn- 
veyance he named his soil Edward. Tliere is an 
affidavit of his, signed Tliomas Prentice, Sr.,-and 
dated 1713, recorded with the deeds, stating that 
"sixty pears ago he held one end of a cliain to lay 
out a highway over Weedy Hill in Cambridge Vil- . 
lage." Supposing him to be tweiity-o11e yean old 
then, his birth would have been ill the year 1632. 
He lived to a ,orest age+ but the date of' his death 
is pot known. 

Thomas Wiswnll was a prominent mau amopg 
t l ~  first eettlers of Dorchester. He  came to tlrjs 
country about 1637. He was selectmail in Dor- 
cliester in 1644 and 1652, and highway surveyor 
ia Cambridge Tiillage in 1656, having removed ,hto 
tlie Tillage in 1654. E-Ie was 0110 of the signers 
of a petition for tlie support of a free school h~ 
Dorcllester in 1641, took the freeman's oath in 
1654, and was one of the petitioners to the Geueral- 
Court that the inhabitants of Cambridge Village . 
miglit be released from paying taxes towards the 
support of the Cambridge church. 111 1657 he 
and his wife conveyed to his son Enoah, of D O ~  
Chester, Iiis homestead in Dorchester, which for- 
~nerly belonged to Mr. Maverick. In 1664 he was 
ordained ruling elder of the church of Cambridge 
Pillage His homestead in the Village consisted 
of three hundred acres, including the pond on 
Centre Street, which still bears his name. Hb 
liouse was oil tlie east bank, the site of the d d i n g  
of the heirs of the late Deacon Lpther Paul. He 
had four sons and three daughters, and more than 
thirty grandchildren. His last wife was Isabella 
Farmer, R widow, from hisley in England. He 
died December 6, 1683, aged eighty. He left no ,  
nill and had no monument. His soil Noah mnr- 
ried Tlieodosia, daughter of John Jackson, and 
had two sons and six daughters. He was killed 
on Sunday, July 6, 1690, iil an enpgment with 
the French arid Indians at Wlieeler's Pond, after- 
wards Lee, N. H. . His son Ichabd became min- ' 
ider of Duxbu ry. 

Jolin Kenrick was born in England in 1605, 
was in &ton as early as 1639, and then a member 
of the church. He took the freeman's oath in 



1640: He owned a &hrf on ,the easterly si& of 
the tom-clock, Boston, aftenvarrls called Tyng's 
Wharf, wllicli he cold in 1652. He. purcl~ased two 
hundred and fifQ acres 'of lnnd in the sontherly 
part of Cambridge Village in 1658. His ho'use 
.ms near tlie bridge across Clinrles River, which 
has been called Kenrick's Bridge fmm that day to 
this. His first wife, Anna, d i d  R'ovember, 1656. 
He died August i?0, 1686, aged eighty-two. His 
acond wife, Judith, died at Roxbury, August 23, 
1687. He I d  two sons, John and Elijah, and 
one daughter, Hannall, who married Jonathan 
Metcall'of Dedham. Jolin had nine daughter3 
'd two sons, and Elijah three daughters and three 
sons. 

QIptain Isanc Williams das the second son of 
Robert Xilliams of Boxbury, who came from 
Norwich, in England, the colnmon ancestor of 
many distinguished men who have honored the 
muntry of their birth. Isaac was born in Boxbury, 
&@ember 1,1658. He married llartha, daughter 
of Deacon William Park, of Boxbury, about 1661, 
and settled in the west part of the village. His 
second wife was Judith Cooper. He owned five 
hundred acres of land adjoining John Fuller's farm 
on the east. Thomas Park, John Fuller, and Isaac 
Williams were the first, and probably at that time 
the only, settlers of West Newton. William's house 
nad about thirty' rods northeasterly of tlie West 
Parish meeting-house, near the brook, on land 
afferwards owned by Mrs. Whitwell. He was a 
weaver by trade, and represented the town in the 
General Couh six years, and was a selectman three 
years. His farm was divided among his three sons; 
Isaac received two hundred and fifty acres, Eleazer 
om-hundred acres, and Ephmim one hundred and 
m y  acres and the mansio~l-house. This land was 
granted by the town of 'Cambridge to Samuel 
Shepard in 1640. In  1652 Robert Bamngton, 

- Esq., obtained judgment against tlie estate of Sam- 
uel Shepard, and this tract mas appraised at $2150 
to satisfy the execution. Deacon William Park 
of Boxbury, the tsther of Iamc Williams' first nife, 
paid the execution, and took this tract of lnnd for 
his son-in-law. Captain Williams died February 11, 
1707, aged sixty-nine. He liad twelve children 
and upwards of fifty gmndchildren. His son 
William grnduated at Harvard University, in 
1683, and became minister of Hntficld. His son 
Ephraim mamed Elizabeth, daughter of Abrnham 
Jabon .  Ephraim, the son of this last marriage, 
m the founder of Williams College. 

I hbnl~ani  Williams was not related to Captam 
h c  Williams. He cane from Watertown, where 
he took the freeman's oathln 165%. He purchased 
a dwelling-housc and twelve acres of land of John 
a l l o n  in August, 1651. h 1663 he purchased 
of William Cleme~~s a dwelli~~g-house and six acres 
of land in allat was in h t e i  times Xcwton Conier, 
very nenr the TVatertoan line. He married Jo- 
anna, sister of John Wnrd, about 1660, by wltom 
lie Iwd two sons arid two dnhghters, and perlaps 
others, of whom two Irere born in Clnmbriclge Vil- 
lage. He sold his place to GwpV Cook&, nnd 
removed to Jkrlbomngli, liar Belcber's Pohd, in 
1668. He was a colonel in the militia, aid -re- 
tentative from Umlborougli in the General Court. 
He  kept a public-house in that town, which was 
long kiiown b~ t le  name of the Willinma Tavern, 
wliert: he died December 29, 1712, aged dghty- 
four. His widow, Joanna, died December 8,1718, 
aged ninety. 

James Trowbridge was born in Dorchester, and 
baptized there in 1688. IIis father, Thomas Trow- 
bridge, r a s  one of the early settlers of Dorchester, 
a merchant, and e t l p g d  in the Rqrbadoes trade. 
Tlie latter came from 'hunton, England, where his 
fatlier founded n large charity for poor widom, 
which is still administered fortlieir benefit. Thomas 
went home to Taunton in 1644, leaving his three 
sons in charge of Sergeant Jeffries, of Dorchester, 
who removed wit11 those sons to New Haven about 
1648. Thomas, the father, died in Taunton, Eng- 
land, about 1670. James returned from New 
Haven to Dorchester about 1666, where lie mamed 
Margnret, daughter of Major H~mpIirey~Atherton, 
December SO, 1659, and had three children in 
Dorchester, and removed to Cambridge Village. 
His wife, JIargaret, was dismissed from tlie c h u ~ h  
in Dorchester, to form the church in Cambridge 
Village, in 1664. After the death of John Jackson, 
he became a deacon of the church. He was one 
of the first board of selectmen formed in the village 
in August, 1679, and continued in that office nine 
years. In 1675 he purchased of Deputy-Governor 
Dnnforth eighty-five acres of land, with a dwelling- 
house, which stood on the lot long occupied by the 
house of Mr. Nathan Trowbriclge in later times, 
and outbuildings thereon, which he had occupied 
for some years, -bounded by the highways west . 
and south, the n n r m  lane north, his o m  hnd 
east, the dividing line being straight through the 
swamp. He was a lieutenant, clerk of the writs 
in 1691 and 1693, and representative in the Oen- 



arl C o b  in 1700 and 1703. He had five sons 
and nine daughters, and upwards of eighty grand- 
children. His first wife died June 17, 1672; aec- 
and wife, X a p r e t ,  daughter of Deacon John Jack- 
m, d id  September 16, 1727, aged seventy-eight. 
He died May 22, 1717, aged eighty-one. 

Mary, daughter of Johu Walcott, and settled in 
Windsor, Connecticut. He died October 13,1668, 
aged thirty-tliree. His mmnins rest near the me- 
morial mbnun;eat in the cemetery on Centre Street. 
His widow, Elizabeth, married Colouel E d m d  
Qnincy, of Braintree, December 8,1680, by whom 

Lientennnt Jolrn Spriug was born in England 
in 1830. He was the sou of John and Eleanor, and 
bat four yeam old when he arrived in this country. 
His father settled in Watertown. John, Jr., mar- 
ried Hannah, daughter of William nnd Anable 
Barshane, of Watertown, in 1656. His house 
stood opposite the burial-place on Centre Street, 
and near to that owned and occupied by the late 
Qardwr Colby, Esq. He was a selectmau eight 
years, and representative three years. He l i d  one 
son and eight daughters, an? a multitude of grand- 
children. His wife died August 18, 1710, aged 
menty-tk.  He died May 18, 1717, aged 
eighty-seven. He was a very active and useful 
man among the first settlers of the Village. On 
hL grnvestone he is styled Lieutenant. In 1688 
he, rith Edward Jackson, hbral~am Jackson, and 
James Prentice, was a committee on the part of 
the Village to meet Old Cambridge about the sup- 
port of the Great Bridge. 

Jolm Eliot, Jr., son of the apostle Eliot, was 
born in Boxbury in 1635, and graduated at Har- 
vard University in 1656, being in the same class 
rith Ptesideiit I~icreme JLather. He was ordnined 
6mt pastor of the church in Cambridge Vlllnge 
July 20, 1664, - tlie clmrch being gt l~ered the 
some day. He was a youug nlan of much promise, 
and began to preach about the twenty-second year 
of his age. He is said to have been "m ac- 
complished person, of comely proportion, ruddy 
complexion, cheerful couute~~ance aud quick nppre- 
hensiou, a good classicll schohr, and possessed of 
considerable scie~itific kiiowledge for one of his nge 

,and period." A tender and inviolable affection 
subsisted between him and his people. Under the 
direction of his f a t l ~ r  lie obtained coilsidemble 
proficie~lcy in the 1ndia11 la~~guage, and acted as 
his &shut uutil his settlement at Newton. He I 

s b  had two children, Edmund and Mary, and died I Xovember 30, 1700. Mr. Eliot's homestead, of 
twenty acres, was situated on tlie westerly side of 
Centre Street, about sixty rods north of the.burit$- 
place. This homestead continued to be the prop 
erty of his heirs for sixty-five years after his decease, 
and was then sold to Henry Gibbs, Eq., to raise 
money to carry Eliot's gnndsou, John Eliot of 
IVindsor, Counecticut, then seventeen years old, 
through college at  New Haven. 

At first New Cambridge, or Newtown, &as rn 
integral part of Cambridge. There was the place 
of public worship and the only school, and the 
people assembled for their town-meetings. But 
the spirit of independence soon prompted them to 
seek separation from Cambridge, and the organiq- 
tioii of an independent town. Efforts in this dim- 
tion began to take form as early as 1654, aheu the 
inhabitants residing on the south side of Charles 
River petitioned to be relieved from paying taxes 
for the support of tlie ministry in Cambridge; 
and tiley never rested till they llad accomplislied 
their purpose. They found it too burdensoqe .to 
travel from the remote southern ortion of the 
torn to the worship at Cam f ridge; and in 
tliose days every family was expected to be foulid 
in the liouse of God every J~rd's Day. The fact 
that religious services were already held in a hall 
in Newton, probably in the house of Mr. Edsard 
Jackson, so that the inhabitants enjoyed the belie- 
fits of public norsliip in tlic Village, undoubtdl? 
tended to nourisll the plan of separation on wjiicl 
the people had set their hearts. 

In 1656 Joliri Jackson and Thomas Wiswall, in 
behalf of the inhabitants of Cambridge lTillnge, 
petitioned tlre General Court to be released from 
paying rates for the support of the ministv at 
Cambridge church. The town of Cambridge re- 

- was twice married; by his first wife, Samli Willett, 
daue;liter of Thomas l~'illett, Esq., first mayor of 

' h'ew York, he hnd a bughtcr, Sarah, boni ill 
1662, WKO married Jolr~i h r l e s ,  Esq., of Rox- 

- bdry, in 1687. By his second wife, Elizdxtli, 
daughter of Daniel C;ookiu, Esq., he had one son, 
Johu, born in 1667, who was educated at &ward 
College, by his grandfather Gookiu, prui married 

monstrated against this petition, and stated " that 
many persons in whose lnrnes the petition is signed, 
althougll inl~abitnnts, yet iiot by the approbation of 
tlie town; l~avii~g no riglit to town privileges sove 
only the land allereon the2 dwell, and others of 
them (lo live on the farma of tliose r l ~ o  as yet 
never manifested their desire of any such chnnge- 
the most of them do live witlii~~ four miles of .. our 
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msatineJ-how, except two or tllree Brms that lie 
a k v e  the Falls on Charles River, near Dedham, and 
hardly ever go to meeting, and some of them are 
not much above twp miles off. If they attain tlieir 
desire and set their meeting-house at their pleasure, 
mudry of them will be farther from it than many 
d them now a n  from Cambridge church. And 
uponathe aame ground when tliey plead for a divis- 
ion, we have need to have at least four meeting- 
houses in our town, which uow 5 d  i t  ditlicult to 
maintain one, as it should." 

The committee of tlie court - Richard RusselI 
of Charlestown, Eleazur Lusher of Dedham, and 
Ephraim Child of Watertown - reported against 
this petition. Tlie principal reason assigned in 
their report was that "if tlie petitioners should 
withdraw their help from Cambridge church and 
ministry, it would be over-burdensome to Cam- 
bridge to provide for the support of their minister." 
And so the petitioners had leave to withdraw. 
In 1661 the inhabitants again petitioned the 

General Court to be released from paying church 
rates to Cambridge. The erection of a new meet- 
inghouse had greatly strengthelled their petition, 
and the court accordingly gnmted them " freedom 
from all cllurch-rates for the support of the minis- 
try in Cambridge, and for all lands and estates 
whioh were more than four milea from Cambridge 
meeting-l~ouse, the measure to be in the usual 
paths that may be ordinarily passed." 

The petitioners were not satisfied with the divid- 
ing line, and in 1663 they petitio~ied the court for 
a new line. The action of the court upon this pe- 
tition was as follows : " October, 1662. In answer 
to the petition of John Jackson and Thomas TVis- 
wall, in behalf of the inhabitants of Cambridge 
Village, as a full and final issue of all things ill 
controversy between the town of Cambridge and 
the petitiouers, the Court judge it meet to order 
and appoint, and fully empower, Major William 
Hawthorne of Salem, Capt. Frnncis Norton of 
Charlestom, and Capt. Hugh Ifason of Water- 
tom, as a Com~nittee to give tlie petitioners, or 
some in their behalf, witli some invited in behalf 
of the town of Cambridge, opportunity to make 
their desires known, and JInjor Haatliome to ap- 
point the time slid place for the Ilearing of what 
all parties a n  my, so it be sometime before the 
nest Court of elections ; and on the hearing thereof 
to issue fully and absolutely co~iclude and deter- 
mine, what they shall judge necessary and just to 
be done, .as to the cletermi~ihg the four mile 

bounds, that so this €hurt may no more be trbubkd 
thereabouts." 

This committee ran atbe line and8 settled the 
bouitda between the Village aud Cambridge' in 
1662, so 'far as ministerin1 taxes were' concerned. 
This, no doubt, is substnntially the same line that 
now divides Newton from Brighton. ' 

Again in.1672 Edward Jackson bnd Jolin Jack- 
son, in behalf of the inhabitniits of Cambridge Vil- 
lage, petitioned the Geltern1 Court to be set off from 
Cambridge and made an independent town. In  
answer to this petition, " tlie court- in 1673 doth 
judge meet to g m t  to the inhabitants of said Vil-- 
la@ annually to elect one constable and tliree 
selectmen dwelling among themselves, to oder the 
prudential affairs of tlie inhabitants there accord-. 
ing to law, only contifining a pnrt of Cambridge in 
paying County and Country rat- as also %an 
rates so far as refers to the ggrammar scliool and 
bridge over Cliarles River, and also their impor- 
tion of the charges of t l~e  deputies.', 

This act of the court was not satisfactory to the 
Village, and they did not accept it nor act under it. 

In  1677 further action was had relative to tlie 
dividing line between Cambridge and tlie Village. 
Thc Village chose Captaiu Thomas Prentice, Jam- 
Trowbridge, Koah Wiswall, and Jonathan Hyde, 
a committee to settle the line by reference,- t ad  
referees to be cl~osen by tlle Village and two from 
Cambridge, and they four to choose the fifth. The 
referees thus chosen were Richard Calicott, Wil- 
liam S~mes, M'illiam Johnson, William Bond, and 
Richard Louden. The result of this reference wad 
a liue described as follows : - 
" Corner near tlie widow John Jackson's orchard 

and a chestnut-tree in Mr. Edward JncksonJs pas- 
ture, nnd to continue uritil it comes to the Rivek; 
tlien southerly by a heap of stones, four miles from 
Cambridge meeting-house; thence to continue until 
it comes to Boston (now Brookline) bounds. 

"Dated Julr 37, 1677." 
. This is probably the line which now divides 
Newton from Brighton. 

In 1678 most of the freemen of the Village signed 
a petition to the Geneml Court, praying to be set 
off from Cambridge and to be made a t o m  by itself. 
Fifty-two names were appended to this petition; 
thirteen of the inlwbitants did not sign it. Six of 
the first settlers had deceased, viz. John Jackson, 
Sr., Richard Park, Sr., Tliomas Hammond, Sr., 
Rev. John Eliot, John Jacksoii, Jr., and Vincent 
Druce, Sr. 



, !l'he following is n copy of this petition : - 
"To the h o n o d  Goveruor, Deputy-Governor, 

together with the Hon. Magistrates, now sitting in 
Baston. 

"The humble petition of us, the inhnbitants of 
Cambridge on the south side of Charles River, 
shoreth, that the late war, as i t  llath been n great 
charge to the whole colony, and to us in particular 
both in our estates and persons, by loss of life to 
sow, and others rounded and dimbled for their 
livelihood, besides all our otlier great charges in 
building our meeting-house and of late enlargement 
to it, and also our charge to the minister's house, 
md as you know the Lord took the ivorthy person 
from as in a little time, aud now in greit mercy 
hatb raised up another iu tlie place, who hath a 
bow iu building for him, which requires assist- 
ance,-= also we are now by the great mercy of 
God so many families that a school is required for 
the educeti011 of our children accordi~ig to law, be- 
aides our public charge in the place, - yet notwith- 
standtug this, last year the townsmen of Canbridge 
have imposed a tax upon us, nmounti~ig to the sum 
of three  count^ rates, without our kiiowledge or 
Wsent, - which we humbly coi~ceive is a very 
harsh proceeding, for any townsmen, of their own 
rill and power, to impose upon the h~liabitants 
~ h t  tax- they please, and to what end, without 
even calling the inhabitants to cousidcr about such 
charge ; -yet uevertheless, for lmce sake, the in- 
habitauts of our place did meet together nnd joixitly 
consent to give tlie tomi of Cambridp the sum of 
E 100, and to p y  it in tlme years, without desir- 
ing any profit or benefit from thein of wood, tim- 
ber, or common hnds, but o~ily for our freedom, 
being .content with our o m  proprietary, which 
some of us had, before Cambridge had ally site 
there, .which tender of ours they having rejected, 
as also to grant to us our freedom from them, - 

" V e  do most l~umbly colnmcnd our distressed 
condition to the justice arid mercy of this IIo~~ored 
Court, that you sill please to grant to us our h e -  
dom from Cambridge, and that we may be a town- 
ship of ourselves, without any more dependence 
upon Cambridge, which liath been a great charge 
and burden to us, n~ul also that you would plcnse 
to give the place a ]lame ; and if tilere should be 
any objection against us, that the Honored Court 
r i l l  ndmit our reply and defence. So, hoping tlie 
Almighty will assist you in all your concerns, we 
m t ,  yQur humble petitionen." 

The petition m s  p m s t e d  to the court at the 

first session, 1678, and committed, and a hearing 
of tlie parties wns odered on the first Tuesday of 
October, 1678 (second kssion), and all parties to 
have timely notice. Cambridge presented a remon- 
strance to the petition, dated October 23, 1678, 
sig~ied by their selectmen, -a volumi~ious docu-, 
meut extending to fifteen pages. Portions of this 
remonstrance were very severe, and the remonsthts 
undoubtedly felt thnt they had made out a ve ' i  
strong case. Nevertheless, the court granted the 
petitiou so far as to order that the freeholders of 
the Village sli~uld be duly notified to meet on the 
27th day of August, 1679, and choose three select- 
men and n constable from among themeelves to 
mauage the municipal affairs of the Tillage, as other 
towns, according to law. 

The freeholders were duly notified, and the first 
town-meeting was held on that day. Captain 
Tliomas Yrentice, John Ward, aud James Trow- 
bridge mere chosen selectmen, and Tliomas Omen- 
wood, constable. A book of records was also 
begun. 

Previous to this time the town-meetings wen all 
held at Cambridge, and the town officers -re 
elected there. On and after tliis date, the freemen 
of the Village held their town-meetings at the meet- 
ing-house in Kew Cambridge, aud conducted their 
municipal afiirs according to t l~e  \rill and pleasure 
of a majority of tlie freeholders. 

During their long and sevele struggle to obtain 
the privileges of an independent town, the'inhab- 
itants of the Village had shown a most determined 
perseverance and love of freedom. They had pe- 
titioned the Gelienl Court time after time for 
twent1-three years. The parties had met each 
other repeatedly, by ~ommittees and othenvise, ar~d 
Cambridge had mode several offers to the Tillage 
by any of compromise. But the inl~nbitanfs of 
the Village were determined to accept nothing 
s11o1-t of nu independent town. 

The name of Few Cnmbridge was not given by 
t l~c  General Court, but wm asstuned by the iiiliati- 
itants of tile Village, and generally ncquiesced in 
by the public, and recognized by the General 
Court, as tlie records show. But the ii~l~nbita~its 
of New Cnmbrid~,  later, became dissatisfied with 
this name, and petitioued the Gel~enl Court rnon 
than once to give tlie a name; s l~e reupn  
the court passed the following order : 7 

" Dec. 15, 1691. I11 answer to the petition of 
the inhabitants of Cambridge Tillage, I ~ i n g  011 tiit 
south side of Chrles River, being gril~ited to be i 
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towwhip, praying that a name may be given unto 
the roid town, - it is ordered t h t  it be lrenceforth 
d e d  New Town." 1111s tlie name origillally 
given to the tom across tlre river - wllicli wa4 

the new tow& because Boston was the OW town, 
and which was lost when, after the establishtueiit 
of the College, the territory received the uaine of 
Cambdge - was now restored, and given to tlre 
portion of the tomi on the soutli side of tlie river. 

The name stands in the court records in two 
words, of one syllable each, ns it was originally 
written when first used, i11 1631. This form of 
writing it waa gradually changed into one word 
of two syllables. But all thc towu-clerks followed 
the order of the court in spelling it uutil 1776, 
when Judge Fuller was elected town-clerk, and 
held the ofice t\venty-sir years. He always spit 
it on the records'Nmfon. Tllcre \r.as no vote on 

. thb subject. Usage in this aud other towns l i d  
prepared the way for hlln to assume the responsi- 
bility of making the contraction by dropping tlie 
w from the lpst syllable. 
Soon after the removal of tbe tyranuical gov- 

ernor, Sir Edmund Andros, tlie inhabitants of 
N.w h b r i d g e  met on the 20th !day, 1689, d 
passed the folloffirig resolutiolls : - 

"That it is our desire, 1. That the Honorable Governor 
.ad Deputy Governor and Assistants, chosen alld sworn 
in! the jar 1686, and the Deputies then chosen by the 
fmmeafor that year, do now-resume the governm&t of 
the Cdony e r d i n g  to Chnrter privileges. 

"9. Ti& them may be an enlargement of freemen, that 
ir to any, that tho& persons n l ~ o  are of honest convena- 
tion aud a competent estate may Lave their votes iu d 
eiril elections. 
" 3. T U  the Court, having thus reasswed the govern- 

ment, then endeavor to col~firm our Charter privileges. 
"4. That the Court thus settled do not admit of ally 

c b g e  or alteration of goveruu~ent among us, until it is 
. . hst sigded to the several bwus for their approbation." 

On the same dny (1689) the inhabitants made 
choice of Ensign John W a d  ns their representa- 
tive or deputy, in tlie present session of the Gen- 
eral Court, tlie first representative ever sent from 
Cunbridge Village, and wlio continued to represent 
the tom for eiglit yean. 

The ecclesiastical division preceded the political, 
and Newton had a church imnd a pastor more than 
twenty p r s  before it was i~rcorpmted as nu itr- 
dependetrt town ; for Cambridge released its hold 
upon Newton by degrees, and pi~ifully. l'he 
date, August 27, 1679, when the Genernl Court 
o h r e d  that the Village should have the right to 

c h m  selectmen ud a oaut.bis from among 
themselves, was for many ymrs held to be the &te7 
of tlre incorporation of tile t o m  of Newton, and it 
is so recorded by Xr. Jncbot~ in Iris IIutory, nud 
was e~rgnvecl iu 1874 ou the city seal: m e  nctiolr 
of the court, Iiowever, seems to have foreshadowed 
the independelit organization rather t l m  colifirmetl 
it;  for more careful investigations of the facts 
arid testimonies lmve established tlre couclusioir be- 
yond reasolurble doubt that the ]true daten of tile 
event is Janunry 11,1687, rud that the name W~UI 

given to the town three years later, Decembir 8, 
1691. 

The following statements, taken from Mr. Hyde'y. 
Centen~rinl Address, present the case with suficiellt 
distinctness : " In  1678 they again petitioned to bc 
set off, and continued to do so till 1687, when, on 
Jauuary 11, Cambridge was summaned to appear 
before his Excellency in council, to show cause 
wliy Cambridge Village may not be d e c l a d  a 
place distinct by itself, and not longer be a part of 
mid tom, as hath been formerly petitioned for mid 
now desired.' 

"At a Council held at Boston on Wednesday, 
Jan. 11, 1687, it was ordered, 'That the said Vil- 
lage from henceforth be, and is hereby declared a 
distinct village and place of itself, wholly freecl 
aiid separated from the tow11 of Csmbridge, aid 
from all future rates, payments, or duties to them 
whatsoever; and tliat, for the ,time to come, tlic ' 
charge of keeping, ametidiug, and repairing tlre 
said Bridge, called Cambridge Bridge, shall be de- 
frayed and borne as folloneth : tint is to say, two 
sixths parts thereof by the town of Cambridge, one 
sixth put by the said vilhge, and three sixths parts 
at the public charge of the county of Middlesex. 

" ' By order of Couricil, &c., 
" ' JOHN WEST, Depu&-Sswehry.' 

cc"l'his is a true copy taken out of the original 
record, fourth day of December, 1688. Aa attest, 

" LAUB. HAXMOXD, CZerk? 

" This order," says Mr. Hyde, " shows conclu- 
sively that the town was not wholly independent 
until 1687, althougll the town records commence ' 
in 1679, when tlie inhabitants of the Village seem 
to have first availed themselves of the privileges 
granted them in 1673, by clioosing three selectmen 
and one constable,-all the officen they w r e  
authorized to choose, - to manage their ' hden- '  
tial affairs.' 

" In further proof that they wem rrot yet enti- 



tled to all the privileges of an-incorporated town 
preview 40 -1687, is the tact that 'they never 
wmed to. clepd a deputy to tlie General Court 
distinct him Cambridge, b d  did not miss rep 
mntation'a single year for half a century after.' 
People so tenacious of their rights as tlie inhabi- 
tants of the Village manifestly wcre, both before 
and dter incorporation, would not be likely to let 
the newly auluired right of representation lie dor- 
mrnt {or sevai years at a period of intense political 
ereiat. 

"The records of Cambridge diow that consta- 
bles were elaelc13 by Lhl tuwn for the Pilhge after 
1670, as followu: James Prentiss, 1680; Sebeas 
Jackson, 1681 ; Edward Jackson, 1688; Abra- 
ham Jackson, 1683; Jolin Prentice, 1684; Thomas 
Parker, Sr., 1685 ; Ebenezer Wiswall, 1686 ; Jo- 
aph Wilson, 1687. After 1688 none are dis- 
tiuctlp described as for the Village. 

"In 1886 a committee was chosen by the in- 
lubitants to make tlte rate for the minister for thc 
t~a ing  year and a rate for the town. For the 
rillage chose Noah Wiswall, to join wit11 tlle select- 
lnen to make a rate far the IriZb9e.' 

"In addition are ' tlre Articles of Agreement, 
made Septemlxr 17, 1688, between the selectmen 
of OBmbridge and the eelectmeii of tlie Village, in 
behalf of their respective toms.' 

"'That whereas Cimbriclge Village, by order of 
the Gcueral Court in the late Govenlment, was en- 
joined to bear their proportion of tlie charges in 
the upholding and maintaining of tlie Great Bridge 
and echool, with some other things of a public 
nature, .in the town of Cambridge, - also, there 
havmg been some difference between the selectmen 
of said towns concerning the laying of ntes for 
the end abovesaid, -that the Village shall pay to 
the town of Cambridge the sum of five pouticls in 
merchantable corn at the former prices, at or before 
the first day of Nay next tlie date above, 
in full &isfaction of all clues and demands by the 
mid town from the said Village, on the account 
above said, from.the beginiiing of tlic world ta the 
11 th J a n u q ,  1687. Provided always, and it is 
to be hereby understood tllnt the town of Cam- 
bridge, in consideration of 24, in currcnt co~inty 
pay, already in hand, pyed to tlie J7illagc above 
said, shall have free usc of the .highmy laid out 
from the Village meeting-house to the Falls for- 
ever, without any let, molestation, or denial; also 
that the constable of the Village shall pay to the 
town of Cambridge a11 that is in their hands unpaid 

of their former rates due to the t o m  of Cambridge 
above said. In witness whereof the selectmen above 
said liereiiiito set their hands the day and year first 
above written.' Signed. by six selectmea of Cam- 
bridge, and John Spring, Edward Jackson, a id  
James Prentice, selectmen of New Cambridge. 

" The date of the above ' act ' corresponds exactly 
with tlie order of the council incorporating the 
tow11.'~ 

Dr. Lucius & Paige, the historian of Cambridge, 
m ~ s  : " Hence, i t  appears mwonably certnin that 
tlie Village, which obtained ecclesiastical privileges 
ia 1661, became a precinct in 1673, and received 
the name of R'ewtown in 1691, was separated from 
the town of Cambridge, and incorporated as a 
separate and distinct town, 011 the eleventh day of 
J a n u n ~ ,  1657." 

The history thus far sliows that the territory 
IIOW constituting the city, formerlp the town, of 
Newton, hod, in connection with other temtoy, 
and separately, been called, Xew Town, Cambridge, 
Nonnntum, South Side, Cambridge Village, The 
Village, New Cambridge, ?Sewtown, and I s t l y ,  
when reduced in extent, Xewton, 

The river Charles encircles a large pri. of Kew- 
ton. Tlie centre of its cllannel forms the nortl~erly, 
westerlq-, and soqtherly boundaries of the tom,  
being n continuous curving liua of upwards of fif- 
teen miles in lei~gtli. This bouddary is interrupted 
at only t~vo poiiits, -the first near Watertown 
Bridge, where, by the agreements of 1635 and 1705, 
1Vatertown pined posssssion of eighty-eight acres, 
atid the second at tlie extreme northerly part of the 
town, \diere in 1847 six hu~idred and forty acres 
were ceded to Kdthcun. 

Tlie average town fsx during the first nine jars 
was about £20 annually; tlie next twenty-five 
years (1700-175?6), £90 ; and the succeeding 
forty-five pears, 8 166. The first representative to 
the Geniml Court was Ensign Jolin Ward, who 
served from 1689, eight years, and the second,CoP 
bin Isaac lvilliams, who served from 1693, six 
pears. One representative, Captain Abmham Ful- 
ler, served the town hi tliis capacity eighteen years, 
and anotl~er, Major Timothy Jackson, fifteen pars, 
and tno others, tliirteeii and tell years mpectivel~. 

The first meeting-house in Newton (First Parish 
Church) was erected near the middle of the old 
cemetery on the east side of Centre Street, and the 
road on the south side of that cemetery, iiow called 
Cotton Street in honor of the third pastor of the 
church, was otie of the important thorouglifarea of 
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the b: The first meeting-house mas enlarged 
in 1678. Subsequently a new church edifice was 
built on the opposite side of tlie .street, nearly on 
the site of the house of the IatiGardner Colby, Eq.- 
After a time this meeting-house was taken do\\-~t 
and removed to l',lltliam, where it was used for 
nligious worship from 1721 to 1776. The last ' 
-on was preached in it ill Ncrton, October 29, 
1781. The town, after much discussion, mutual 
differences; and mensuring of distances, purchased 
land of Katl~aniel Pnrker, and erected their new 
nieeting-house (the third) on the present site of 
the First Congregatioml Church, and ddicatecl it 

in 1604, and died in Boxburp, Mass., BIay 20, 
1600. He cnme to Boston in 1631, and was set- 
tled as teacher of the churchlin Boxbury in 1630,. 
He fancied that the Indians were descendants of 
the lost ten tribes of Israel, and early in his min- 
istry in hxburp began to .take a deep interest in 
their welfaq.. He acquired their lauguage through 
Job Nesutnn,-an intelligent Indian s e m t  in his 
family, who had learned English. 
The first religious service among the Indians 

was held in the wigwam of Waban, their chief, 
October 98, 1646. At the date of this first mis- 
sionary effort, both Mr. Eliot and Wabsn were of 

November 5, 1721,- three -can from tlie time ! the same age, fort?-two yean. The chief met Mr. 
the rote m s  taken ruthorizittg its erection. .4n- i Eliot at some distance from the spot since marked 

I other house m s  erected on the same ground, and I by the Eliot monument, erected in 1870, and wel- 
dedicated Xorember 21, 1805, during tlie ministry 
of Dr. Homer. The present edifice, in its original 
form, a s  dedicnted JInrclr 24, 1847. 

comed him to the place of the msembly. The text 
chwn by Mr. Eliot for his first sermon was Eze- 
kiel xxxvii. 0, - "Come from the four mnds, 0 

Rev. John Eliot, of Rorburp, had nlrendp made I breath, and breathe upon these slain that they may 
Newton fnmous by his labors in helinlf of the In- live." By a singular coincidence, doubtless observed 
diana. Mr. Eliot.was born at Naseby, England, I by Mr. Eliot, the. word t3reat.4, in this text, rss, 



Somntum dialect, the same with the name ! all the Indiais in the colonies of P l p o u t h  aod 
llrdian thief; and Waban was the first con- l\iassac11usetts, and once preached the gospel to 

l~lltler Eliot's ministry amolig this people. 1 .the celebmtcd King Philip, wllo, i t  is said, rejected 
-rcicc on the m i o n  extended to tlrree Iiours, I it with disdain. He induced of the Indians 
. . Il~dians affirmed tllnt they were not nary. / to relinquish their wandering habits of life, aid 
 lie s m o n  one of the Indinns asked whether lived to see no fcwer than twenty-four of them / become preachers to tlreir own people, In  his -*----- -- 

"i.F~L--+- . ,. - - A ..- I labors for the lidialis he e d q d  great hardship 
.- . 
. . 

. ' _  - and exposures.. In one of his letters he says : cc I 
- - -  have not been dry, night or day, from tlie thircl 

dny of the week to t l ~ e  sixtl~, but so travelled ; and 
- -  -: - at night, pull off my boots and wring my stockiogs 

. '..A 

- .. . 1 I and on ritli them again, and so continue; buk God 
4 ..: ' 1 steps in and helps." 

- -- .. * , 
% 

- Tlie report of the success of these early eftorts 
- 

7 .  

- in behalf of the aborigines of '3Iassachnsetts ex- 
cited a strong senstion in England. l'he British 
Parliament, then ullder the Protectorate, passed 
an act, July 27, 1640, for the advancement of tlre 
work. The pmmble of the act runs as Mona :  
" TVllercas the Commons of England, ssscmbled in 
Parliament, have received certain intelligence from 

_ ---. 
- __ . -  . - divers godly miriisters and otlrers in Kew England, 

. ,  . . .--, - _ _ _:- _ ~ .  
. - . .. - 

- A  7. .. - - .. - , :-:ps-7 1 that divers of the Heatlieii natives, tlrrough the - .._. .-: --.--.-- - - .:. 
. - .  - --- .--&--)-, ';. -, 

.--A. - .:.,-:. L=.-.  . - ; pious care of some godly El~glislr, who preach the 
- - -  .< < - - . -  - -  -... _--. -. .. -..-- . .- ..a:a'-,.7f"- . ,:.+ 

<-,-- - L. 5- I gospel to them in their own Ldian language, not 
. . - . - ,  . -  ~ only of barbarous lrave become civil, but maily of 

..clnld understalid prayers in the Indian Ian- 
;la well as in English. Anotlrer asked how 
.linlrs could be so direrent from tlre Eaglisll, 

:dl had one father. A tllinl asked hotr' the 
~o11lt1 be so full of people, if tllcy were once 
. \ r~~ed by the flood ; and a fourth, a very 

:.::III, inquired whether it was too late for so 
: I I  111 ns he to repent and be saved. Some of 

- .ci~rms and conjurers were enemies to Mr. 
'. work, and threatened him wit11 violence if 
-' 1i8)t dcsist. But he bravely rej~licd : "I nm 

111c! work of' the g m t  God, and lie is with 
, t11;lt 1 neither fear yon, nor all the sachems 
coulttrp. I 611 go on, rrrd do !.ou touch 

,YOU <lare." 
~ l re  second and third meetings, Eliot was 
.I ~nicd b~ some of tlie magistrates and min- 
of the colony, adding digaity to tlre work 
::P occasion. He began by questiotling the 
.- oa tlre truths already learned, atrd answer- 
: clllcstions which tlreir curiosit3 dictntd 
. I.:liot travelled extellsively in this work, 
1 his 1~issionrry tours every fortnight, visited 

I them, forzvlking their accustomed chmis and Ar- 
ceries and other Satanical delusious, do now call 
upon the name of the Lord and great testi- 
mony to the power of God, drawing them from 
death aud darkiress to the life and light of the glo- 
rious gospel of Jesus Christ, which appeareth, by 
their Inmenting with tears their misspeut lives, 
teaclring their clrildren what tlrey nre instructed 
themselves, being careful to place them in godly 
families and English schools, betaking themselves 
to one wife, putting away the rest., and by their 
consttiilt .prayen to Almighty God morning aud 
evening in tlreir families, - prnFers expressed; m 
all appeanncq with much devotion and zeal of 
heart, - All which considered, we cannot but, in 
belralf of the nation we represent, rejoice a ld  give 
glory to God for the beginning of so glorious a 
11ropS"fion of the gospel among those poor hea- 
then, \\-hich cannot be prosecuted with that ex- 
pedition as is desired, unless fit. instrumen@ be 
ellcounged and mair~tailrd to pursue it, scl~ools 
nird clotiring be provided, arrd nialry otlrer necessa- 
ries, kc." The act .of wlricl~ tliis preilmble teb 
forth tlre reamus, tlien proceeds to establish a .cor- 
poration of sixteen persona, to wperinte~rd tlre dis- 
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bhnehent of moneys which should I& ' 'ven to'aid F in instructing, clotliing, oiviliaing, an Christian- 
iring tlle Indians. A general dollection was or- 
dered to be made for tliese purposes through all 
the churches of Eilgland and Wales. The minis- 
ten were required to r e d  this act in tlie chuiches, 
and to exhort the people to a cheerful contribution 
to M) pious 'a work. Circular letteri were pub- 
lished at the same time by the universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, recommending the same 
object. A fund which in tlie time of Cliarles the 
Second produced six hundred pounds sterling per 
rnnlan was thus provided, the benefits of which 
lasted till the period of tlie separation of the colo- 
nies from the motlier country.' Oliver Cromwell 
interested himself in missions to tlie heathen, and 
formed a'gigantic scheme of uuitixig all the Protes- 
tint churches in the world into one great missiori- 
iry sdciety. Tlie Society for Promothg Cliristian 
Knowledge, founded in 1698, the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
fqunded in 1701, and the Scottish Society for 
Propagating Christian Knowledge, fouiided in 
1709, with: all tlieir benign fruits, had their roots 
6- the work of John Eliot among the Indians in 
Newton. - ' ' 

An Indian church was never organized at New- 
ton; but very' soon after Eliot's work began at 
Nonantum, a settlement of "praying Indians" 
m a  formed, which was removed in 1651 to Nrr- 
tick, by the advice of Eliot and the magistrates 
and miniiten. Here the Indians built a bridge 
acioss the river, and erected for themselves a 

, meeting-house which would have done honor to an 
English housewright. A civil government was es- 
tablishd among them on the model. of the Hebrew 
thebcracy, and a chutch organized with fasting and 
prayer. Mr. Eliot trnnshted the whole Bible into 
the Indian tongue, besides The Poor b.fun's Prac- 
ticb of Piety and other works, and had the satis- 
faction to see the Indians well advanced in their 
.aid and ecclesiastical estate. 

At the age of eighty Mr. Eliot offered to relin- 
quish his salary ftdm the church in hxbury, and 
deaid to be released from his labors as their 
teacher. And when, from increasing infirmities, 
he could no longer visit the Inctians, lie persuaded 
averal families to send their colored servants to 
him every week, tllrrt he might instruct them in tlie 
Word of God. So thorough-going was his mis- 
sionary spirit 'altd his self-denial, that, i t  is said, 
he gave most of his snlary to- the Mians, liv- 

ing simply, and allo*ing himsell little bleep, that 
lie might have. the mom time and atrengtll for 
his missionary work. Besides his Indian Bible, 

1 printed in Cnmbridge in 1661 -63, 1~11ich was the 
1 only Bible pritited in hmericn till a much later 
period, he made a vemion of the Palms in metre 
in the same dialect, and prepared a Harmony of 
tAe Goqek i w  E~gliak, a rork on the Christian 
Commonwealth, which tlie magistrates pronouncecl 
seditious, and compelled him opetlly to retract its 
sentiments ; and various letten describing his work 
among tlie Indians. 'CV11en he departed, all hTew 
Englnnd bewailed his death as a general calamity. 
Cotton Mather says, "We had a tradition thnt the 
country could never perish as long as Elibt'was 
alive." 

At the period of the War of King Philip it1 1675, 
a wide-spread prejudice sprang up against the In- 
dian race, as was very natural, and frdm this preju- 
dice the Nonnntums, who had been tlie peculiar 
cllarge' of tlie npostle Eliot, were not exempt. He 
remained faithful to them to the last ;' but they 
became the object of the suspicions of the whites ; 
and portly to satisfy tliose who wem hostile to 
them, and partly as a measure of safety, to pre- 
serve their lives, they were unrilliugly removed 
from their homes, and transferred, amid mucll suf- 
fering, to Deer Island in Boston Harbor, and' de- 
tained there till after tlie death of King Philip. 
They never repined their manhood. But although 
they had their civil and church state at  Natick, 
and acquired a certain degree of cirilizntion, never- 
theless through emiption, death, or intermarriage, 
they gradually disappeared before the advancing 
tide of the white population. In about two bun- 
dred years from the commencement of Eliot's 
labors, it is believed the last drop of the Nonantum 
blood ceased to flow in human veins; and now, 
except for the histories of Eliot's-missionary rork, 
the monuments commemorating his name and la- 
bors in South Natick and Newton, the few copies 
of the Iudian Bible known to exist, the pvestone 
of Daniel Takammbait, the native Indian preacher, 
at Natick, and the cellar-holes of the housea of 
some of the Indians on the slope of Pegan Hill in 
Dover, the name and record of these people have 
utterly vnnished. The Indian Bible and the Poor 
f i n ' s  Practice of Piety, with a few historical re- 
ports and letters, are the only existing records of 
the work of faith of the Indian tipostle. I t  is said 
thnt with the materials thus supplied, the wife of 
Rev. Dr. Robinson, the author of the Biblicd &- 



am&, herself an ornament to German c u l t m  
and k i n g ,  studied successfully the dialect of 
the pgople and prepared a grammar of it. 

The first pastor of Newton was John Eliot, Jr., 
the son of tlie Indian apostle. He graduated at 
H m a d  University in 1650, and was ordained at 
Il'ewton July 20,1G64. So far as can be ascertained 
them were at  that date ouly about twenty families 
n i t l i n  the limits of Newton. The church was or- 
gsnized the mme day, and Thomas Wiswall, for- 
m d y  of the chur& in Dorchester, was ordnined 
d i n g  elder. Mr. Eliot was an earnest and faith- 
ful minister until his death, which occurred Octo- 
ber 11, 1668, after a brief pastomte of a little 
more. than four yenrs. Besides liis proper minis- 
terial duties in his own parish, he aided lus father 
in-his missionary wprk amolls the Indinns, taking 
part in ,the preaching of tile gospel to them in 
Stoughton, Xatick, and elsewllcre, mid thus, like 
his father, performing the double duties of pastor 
and missionary. His residence was on the \rest 
side of Centre Street, not far from the corncr of 
d b o t  Street, and the \\fell from ~vliicli he drank 
still yields refieshi~ig water oil tile premises lately 
owned by Hon. Thomas Edmands. 

From the bgiuning, Neat011 manifested an 
honorable patriotic and military splrit, aud some 
of the citizens distinguished tliernselves by acts of 
marked brayery. 9 large numbcr of the earlier 
inhabitants bore military titles. 111 n genealogical 
register of the town reaching down to tile begin- 
ning of the prese~it century, - tlie periotl of a 
meagre. population and a very slow growth, - we 
find two generals, nine colonels, three majors, 
forty-one captains, twenty-one licutennnts, ,uid 
eight ensigns. From 1709 till nithi11 a few Fears, 
a powder-house, erected by tlie town, stood near 
the site of one of the ancicnt " noon-liouses," at 
the'junction of Lyman and centre streets, Sewton 
Centre. Newton me11 sl~owecl ~ n u c l ~  bnverj  ill 
the early conflicts with tllc Indians, and some of 
them were amoug the martyrs ~vlio fcll in tllosc 
fearful struggles. John Drucc, so11 of 1-inccnt 
Druce, belonged to Captain Prcntice's troop of 
cavalry, which rentlewd i~nporta~lt scrvicc in l'hilip's 
War in 1675. C'aptail~ Pn.lltire d~tl  niiiclr to cliecli 
the progress of King I'lliliyJs troops, :111d by Iiis 
bold and rapid marcl~cs drove the enern! hforc 
him wherever he went. IIe \\as a man of great 
conrage. His keen e!e detrctd every movement 
of the savage foe, and his fenrless band of troopers 
were ever readr to accomlmsj hi111 illto tire thickest 

of the fight. He died at the age of eighty-nine 
years, and m s  buried under arms by I+ old wm- 
rades. He had been an officer in the compaqy of 
troopers about twenty years at the commencement 
of King Philip's War, and in 1691 the Indiana sent 
a petitiou to the General Court that he might be 
appoiuted their ruler. His house, at the junction 
of Waverly Avenue and Ward Street, is said to 
have been built by Captab John Clark. Edward 
Jackson, son of Deacon John Jackson, was killed 
in a11 attack by Indians on the torn of Medfield, 
February 21, 1676. • 

Througli the influeilcqs of the gospel as preached 
by Mr. Eliot, the inhabitants of Xewton lived in 
peace wit11 the Nonantum Indians and were never 
molested by them. But they dreaded the attach 
of other and hostile tribes which roamed around 
them. Hence they erected two garrison-houses, 
which miglit serve as a place of defence in case of 
an attnck. Iu these houses the chamber projected 
over the lower room, and was supplied with bulleta 
and stones in abundance, tlmt with t h w  and yith 
scalding water, to be poured upon the heads of tbe 
savages, the inmates shut up in these places of d+ 
fence might protect themselves against their bar- 
barous foes. One of tliese garrison-houses was an 
land of E. C. Converse, Esq., late Israel J,ombadJa, 
opposite the estate long k u o n ~ ~  ns ~ j d e ' s  N u m y  
on Centre Street; and another on Ward Street, 
near the Newton reservoir, nearl~ on the cite of 
the residence of heirs of Ephraiul Ward. 

Newton men aided their brethren, the-early set- 
tlers of X e s  England, in various quarters apinst 
the Indians, lionr nt Casco (Portlaud), afterwydr 
at Betllel, Me., to allicli some of tlie people of 
Xe~vton had rernored; now in Kew Hampshire, 
\vliere tlie oldest Captain Koah Kiswall was k&ed 
in 1600, and now in Nassachusetts, where two of 
tlie colo~~ists were m$ssacred at Groton, July 21, 
1706, and now in Rl~ode Island in the a@ 
around JIount: Hope. 

111 thc war with the French and Indians called 
tlie Old Frencli Wnr, some of the citize~~s of New- 
ton \\ere engaged, and swrificed tlieir lives. One 
of tlie most distinguislied of these was Samuel 
Jenko of Tl'est Sc~vtor~, r l ~ o  served as an officer 
in tlie campigis of 1758 and 1760, the father of 
the late Rev. Dr. \TilIia~n J e u l ,  wlio was born 
in West Xeaton. ~lnotllcr of tliese bmye men in 
the Indian co~~flicts was Lieuteuant Timothy Jack- 
son, \\l~ose wife carried on the farm and worked 
on the lal~d with lier own l~npds wliile her husband 





J g W ,  1700, B. 63. Capt. Noah, of Newton, an Officer 
in the Expedition 'against Callada. Killed UI battle with 
the k h  and Indiaus July 6, 1G90. P. 60, lcariy 
r son Thomu.. Ebenuer, oL Nevtou, dicd JUIIC 21, 
1691. 18. 45. . ,. . . J. B. Jepson, Newton Comer, 
Ua." 

The amount subscribed for the erection of this 
monument was $8%, in s u m  varying from 8 2  to 
3s. ' 
In this c e d e i y  are found the manorials of a 

multitude of the early settlers. A walk amorig 
the graves where 

'' The rude fordathere of the hamlet sleep," 

meals &y gravestones whose inscriptions are 
no longer legible, and others, recalling the names 
which filled a large place in the early history of the 
tom, and 6elonged to the founders of its institu- 
tiom and the authors of its prosperity. Ke~lected 
thoagh it be, the historial associations by which it 
is u lowed  a n  never be transferred to the beautiful 
cemetery reared by modern art and refinement in 
the centre of tlie town. It stands, ullique in in- 
terest, in the midst of the tide of life and business 
that bustles beside it. 

me West Parish Cemetery is situated on hnd 
co~iveyed to the parish by Katlian Fuller, by deed 
dated September 21, 1781. The South Burying- 
Ground,  at the junction of Centre Street and Seed- 
ham Avenue, was laid out in 1801, atid belonged 
to twenty-eight proprietors, who sold it to the 
t o w n  hi 18.33. Amasn \\-inchester, Eaq., con- 
veyed to the t o m  three qmrtcrs of an acre of land 
t o  increase its proportions. I n  1813 Samuel 
Brown, Esq., a merchant of Boston, gave two acres 
of laud at tlie Lower Falls for the use of tlie Epis- 

--pal Cllurch and for s cemetel?.. The extensive 
rural cemeter~, near the gco_mpllical centre of the 
town, was cledicatcd to its prcaerit use June 10, 
1857. The prominent feature of the occasion was 
an interesting alld appropriate addreas bp Rev. Mr. 

- (since Bisl~op) F. I). Iluntingtol~. Tlie soldiers' 
monumrnt, ilcar the c~ltcl~ice to tlie cemeter.v, was 
dedicated with fitting cerc~monies July 23, 18G1, 
nearly 3 jear before tllr War of tlie Rebellion was 

- eaded. An address was clclivercd by tlie Rev. Pro- 
fessor 11. 1). Ilackett, aild a poem by s. F. Sniitli, 
D. D., which were printed. The origi~ul purchase 
axs ahout tllirt!. acres, but by subsequent additions 
the rliole,arca 11o\r. extends to nbout eighty-tiyo 
acm, tile ,avenge price of the tvllole being S145 

, p r  are. The number of interments to the close 

of 1878 was about 1,800, avemge number per 
year, 130. 

During a period of fifty years thirty-sir slaves 
are lnentiolied i ~ r  \rills and inventories, owned by 
nbout twenty-four persons ill Newton. The slaves 
were probably brought from the West Indies. One 
of t hee  slaves was a woman, the property of BIrs. 
BIeriarn, wife of the fourth pastor of the church ib 
Newton. One day, seeing her unkindly treated by 
her mistress, Mr. XIeriam paid his rife the pria 
at which she valued the woman, and set her free. 
The Lwt slave in h'enton was an aged man, a life- 
long encumbrance of the estate of Judge Fuller, 
afterwards of General Hull, -the estate n o i  
owned and occupied by ex-Governor Claflin. 

At the\ town-meetings in the early periodti of the 
existence of Newton, much time cu~d attation 
were necessarily devoted to the preliminary wanta 
of tlie town, especially the laying out of roads, and 
the security of all the rights m d  privileges of the 
inhabitants. Tlie first road laid out was from 
R'ewton Comer, through what is now Brighton, to 
Rosbury. By this road John Eliot came to visit 
his Indian charge at Nonantum. Then followed 
Dedhatn Road, now Centre Street, reaching from 
TVaterto~~m to Dedham ; then the Sherburne Boa4 
so called, extending from Brookline, tlmugh the 
soutlierly and southwesterly parts of Kewton, and 
opeiiing up the estates as far as Charles River. 
Ensign Spring's niill created the thoroughfare 
leading from the west side of Centre Street, called 
Mill Lane, since, Mill Street. Cotton Street, 
south of tlie burjing-ground, named in honor of 
tlie third pastor of h'eaton, was the principal ave- 
nue through which the people in the east part of 
tlie t o m  came to public worship and to the town- 
meetings. The.Upper and Lower Falls on Charles 
Ilirer created an occasion for roads by which t b  
villages could be mched from other parts of the 
toxvn. Bojlston Street, formerly the Worcester 
Turnpike, was cotlstructed h 1500, and intersected 
the town from tlle border of Brookline to Charles 
River. Beacoll Street was made in 18-41-48. - 

The second minister of the town m s  Kdiemial~ 
1 Hobart, a man of learning, and at one time vice- 
' 1)resident of IInnard University. He was ordained 
December 23, 1674. Duriug his binistry the 

I mneeting-housc was enlared a~ld  improved. The 
custotn of (' diqnif~ing the pews '> was in rogue in 

1 the cliurcl~ ill 6ewto1r for many yean, but at jut, 
Iiyq)ily, i t  fell into disuse. .I committee was a p  1 poiutd at stated periods to assign to t!ie falnil*. 
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and individuals their place3 in the house of God in 
reference to tlieir dignity, rank, standing, or merit, 
but at the same time with the charge tllnt they 

were not to degrade any." The 1xwr.s were built 
around the house, adjacent to the walls, and some 
times one or tno r n n p  were permitted in the 
vacant spnce, nearest the entrnnce doors. The 
body of tire buse, or "vacant spnce," was xcu- 
pied mai~rly by lo~ig mts ,  the older persons being 
nearest the pulpit; the galleries were devoted on 
one side of tlie house to tlie boys, on the other to 
the giris. Permission was given to a few persons 
of note to build pews in '(the vacant spaceJ' at 
their own cost; but this privilege was held to be 
very precious, and sometimes, permissioii, being 
asked, was refwed, UI spite of tlie wealtli and 
atanding of *the petitioner. The deaconsJ seat was 
raised abwe the floor iii front 'of the pulpit, and 
on the railing in froat of it stood tile hour-glass, 
which one of tlie deacons turned at the begiriui~q 
of the sermon ; and if it was not necessnry to turn 
it agaiu before the close, the minister tvas thought 
to be deflchrt iu duty to his congregation. 

The worshippers in ebrly times attended public 
wonhip conscientiously, or, uuder the pressure of 
public opinion, with great regularity, though some 
of them were dbliged to travel considerable dis- 
tan= from remote parts of the town. Never- 
theltas, hi winter the comfort of a stove in the 
meeting-house was a thing unknown. It was not 
till a h u i l d d  nud thirty-two years after the forma- 
tion of the First Church that the parish voted "to 
have a stove to warm the meeting-house "; an4 
when stoves were introduced, it was formally dis- 
c d  mnd.votd in toan-meeting wllere the stove 
shodd stand, and through what window the smoke- 
pipe should make its egress; and in the contract 
with the sexton it was made a matter of express 
stipulation that lie should take care of the meeting- 
house and the stove. 
' In  the deficiency of other means of warmth, two 
or three '(noon-houses," so called, were erected 
near the meeting-house, where, seated around n 
blazing fire, the \rorsliippers could warm their stif- 
f end  limbs in the rest at noou between tlie ser- 
vices, and enjoy tlieir homely lunch and n mug of 
cider; for it is said that some of the farmers found 
pleasure in rolling a barrel of cider in the fall into 
the cellar, to ndd to tlie p o d  cheer of tlie Lord's 
Dny. Here, too, tlie people replenished their foot- 
stoves from the glowing conls on the hearth, to 
add to the comfort of tlie women and children 
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when they neturn@ to tlie liouse of God. Tuo  of 
these i~ooii-lrouues stood on portions of the present 
meeting-l-houss lot of t b  First Cliurcli at Ne.wton 
Centre, one west of tlle meetiiig-liouse, and another 
near tile junction of Lymari with Centre Styet. 
Tile powder-house, wl~icl~ replaced this noon-house 
in t h  year 1799, was built for the coriver~jence of' 
t b  troopers on days of military p n d e  ou this 
ancient tmining-field, iu~d was clemolishd not far 
from the year 1550. 

Mr. Hobart died August 25, 1713, aged sixty- 
four years, after n service of tliirtyeiglit years. 
His tombstone in the cemetery at Newton bean 
an l~onornble testimony in L n t i ~ ~  to liis cLirneter 
and worth; Deacon Edward Jackson in his will 
left thirty-one acres of woodlai~d to the First Par- 
ish. This land was sold for $1,000 subsequently, 
for the benefit of the parish. 

The tl~ird pastor of the First Church was John 
Cotton, great-grandion of the famous Jolin Cbtton 
of Boston, wlio had been pnstor of Boston in Lin- 
colushire in England, and in whok honor Boston , 
in New England received its i~me. '  Young Mr. ' 
Cotton graduated at Harvard College in the year 
1710, and was ordained in Neatou November 3, 
1714. He was a young mau of such taleot, piety, 
and promise that he won the respect and c o d -  
dence of all; and when lie came into the tomi to 
enter upon his work, so grent was the reverence 
of the people for him, tliat, tlio~~gli he was but a 
youth of twveiity, they tunred out ill procession to 
welcome him and escort liim to his home. He tvm 
a faithful, enmest, nnd energetic minister, and con- 
tinued in office till Afay 17, 1757, when he d id ,  
in the sixty-fourth year of his age and the forty- 
third of his ministry. His remains rest in the old 
burial-ground, aud an honorable i~sr ip t ion  in 
Latin marks his resting-place. 

The fourth pastor of tile church,. and the last 
settled by the tom, was Rev. Jonas Meriam, who 
was ordained biny 2%, 1758, a ~ ~ d  remained pstQr 
twenty-two years and five months. He died of 
consumption, August 15, 1780, aged fifty years. 
He was twice married. His remains m t  in Bos- 
ton with tho* of the fnmily of his lnst wife. His 
character was mild and amiable, and he was re- 
puted to be a man of considerable learning. * 

In  the early days of New Eagland, a consider- 
able period often elapsed between the calling,of 
a minister and the date of his ordination. Mr. 
Aferiam was called to be pastor over the First 
Church in Newt011 December 9, 1757; he was 



o h i d  May e2, 1758, - after nn iliten*al of fire 
months. H i  predecessor, Jol111 Cotton, was elected 
plstor ? h c h  2%) 1713; but i t  was not till No- 
vember 3, 1714, more than a gear a d  a half after- 
ward$, that he received odilmtion. Ti15 average 
period of the ministry of the first four lmstors was 

onerous task at that period than such a work would: 
be at preseiit. Tlie table around which the family 
were seated was removed from the house just aa it 
was, aiid is still preserved in the family of Mn. 
Kenrick. 

During the ministry of Mr. bIeriam and pre- 
exactly twenty-seven years; or, lelvirg out of tlie vious to the year 1761, the people in tlie west part 
lecoant Mr. Eliot, who died after only four years, of the town had occaaiorial preacliing in their own 
the averase service of tlie second, third, and fourth ; neighborhood, especially in the winter season. Aa 
paston was thirty-four pairs and two thirds. I the 11ntural outcome of this arrangement, meetings 

The church controlled everything pertaining to 1 for deliberation were lield, and a building com- 
the public worship. TTlien the choir, ambitious 
of exhibiting their musical attainments, had learned 
a collection of iiew tunes, tlie cliurcli voted, No- 
vember 6, 1770, that " a  dne proportioil only of 
the new tunes should be lni~igletl with tlie old." 
It raa voted in cliurcli meeting, December 11, 
1771, to introduce "Tate and Bratly's version of 
the Psalms, with Hymns an~iered." And, by o 
i m i h  vote, November 7, 1700, this latter book 
of Psalmody gas eschaliged for the Psal~ns and 
Hymns of Dr. Watts. 

While Mr. Meriam was pstor, there wen: signs 
foretokening tlie rupture of tlie union of c l~urcl~ 
and state in New E n g b ~ d .  Tlie independence of 
the people began to manifest itself in the te~idency 
of some to leave the established worship, and found 
churches after their own convictions. This sep- 
aration was promoted as well as evinced by tlie 
orpnlzatioh of New Light cliurclies here alld there. 
One of these churches, formed in Kewton, lield its 
meetings at the house of Xathan Ward, silo be- 
came their odauied lentler and pastor. Another 
owed its existebce to olie Mr. Jonathan Hyde, wl~o 
lived in tlie'extrerne soutlie~sterr~ part of Kenton, 
nearly on the line of its tlivirio~i f m ~ n  Broolil~ne. 
Jle waa ordained ps tor  of this cl~i~rcli Januarj 17, 
1750, and Inany from new to^^ attended his min- 
istry. Tlie cellar hole of his house is still visible. 
The First Baptist Church, i~~clutlinp in its number 
several of the'members of tlrcw Xe\v Light organl- 
utions, reeorrstructd and purificct, wiw fonned 
about on8 month beforc t l ~ r  death of Mr. 3Ierin1n. 
An event very unfortu~~ate for 11i5tor~ took place 
during his ministry; 11;s hoiiw took fire o~r S.lb- 
b t h  evening, Uarcli 5, 1770, ~111lc.  the fa111il.v acre 
at mpper, and was wl~ol l~  co~isumcd, tog(-tlier 1~1th 
the rccods of the First Cl~urch. Tlirouglr tlie 
memory of lfr .  JIeriam, the dracons a~ld others, 
the names of tl* members, and of those who 11nd 
been baptized ill tlie sewml fmnilics connected 
r irb tbe dturch, .were mainly rrstoml,-r less 

! mittee chosen wlio were instructed to solicit sub- 
scriptions for the building of a meeting-house, a d  
to commence the work as so011 as there vrs suf- 
ficient encouragement. I n  July, 1764, Phineaa ' 
Bond, i~inliolder, conveyed to the building aom- 
mittee, iii co~isideration of 2 2 2 s. about eight rods 
of land on wliich to erect a meeting-houee, the 
land boundiiig upon tlie couuty road, the land of 
Isaac TVilliams aiid other laud of Phineaa Bond. 
The work of building was cornmuiced it1 1764; 
but the society was not ripe for the seUlanent of 
a pastor till seventeen gears later. 

Three years after the commencement of t l ~  
church edifice, Jonatllali TTilliams and others, h- 
habitants of the west part of R'ewton, presented r 
petition to the town, requesting that a reasonable 
sum of money sliould be granted by the town to 
aid in supporting the preaching of the gospel in , 
their new meeti11g;house; this request was refused 
by tlie tonm. Persevering in spirit, they repeatpd 
their petition in tlie years 1770, 1772, 1778, and 
1735. Fiadi~ig their fellow-tomsmen disinclined 
to grant them help, they in the mean time peti- 
tioned the General Court for a graiit of money out 
of the to rn  treasur< for four months' preacliing. , 
111 1778 they petitioned the General Court to be 
set off as a distinct parish. This request was 
granted, and tlie act of incorporation was passed 
in October, 1778, tlie diridiirg line being described 
in tlie act, aiid tlie inlinbitnnts on eitlier side of ~t 
being allowed to belong to either parish they migbt . 
choose, provided they should make their electio~i , 
witli~n six months after the passing of the act. 

The society or pnrid~ was organized by tlie choice 
of ofliccrs ill Ko\rember, 1778, and tile next year , 
the 1)roprietors of tile meeting-l~ouse cliose Alexan- 
der Shepard, Jr., Josepb Hjde, and Phinem Bond 
to give a title to the IR\VS. 

Tlie cliurcli was organized Odober 21, 1781, 
being composed of twenty-six members, dismissed 
from the First Churcli, aitli the exmjdion of one, 
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Joaeph Adam, Sr., who aas dismissed from the 
uhurch in Brookline. The members solemnly de- 
c l a d  their assent to the leading doctrines of the 
Omen1 Assembl?'~ Shorter Catechism, and pnssed 
the following vote : - 
" Fotd, in order to entitle any person to either of the 

ordi~~aucu of the Christinu Scriptures, namely, baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, lie shall make a public. codessioll 
of nligion, u ~ d  dedication of himself to God; aud tliat 
mq penon so doiug s ld l  be entitled to both ordinances, 
and may eome to them without making any other profes- 
sion of his faith d belief." 

Mr. William Greenough, valedictoriau of his 
class at Yale College, mas ordained pastor Novem- 
' ber 8, 1781, having been elected by unanimous 

rote. Dr. John Lothrop, of tlie Second Church in 
Boston, preached the sermon; Mr. Cushing, of 
Waltham, gave the charge; and l l r .  Jackson, of 
Brookline, tile right hand of fellowship. One who 
w y  present recorded the remark : '[ A small house 
d a handful of people." An earlg vote of the 
church m that a portion of the Scriptures should 
be read in public 011 each Lord's Day. The Second 
Church in Boston g v e  to the new body a pulpit 
Bible; Thomas Greenougll of Boston, the father 
af the young pastor, a baptismal font, two flagons 
and two dishes for the communion service ; and the 
Fiist Church added, in token of brotherly affection, 
b a r  pewter tankards and one pewter dish. Joseph 
Ward and Joseph Jackson nere elected the first 
deacons. The first meeting-house, commenced in 
Jnne, 1764, was enlarged in 18 12, altered . and 
improved in 1831, and again in 1838. morehip 
waa held in that edifice for t l~e  last time March 26, 
1848. The. present meeting-house mi dedicated 
March 29, 1848, nnd the dedication sermon, 
preached by tlte pastor, Rev. Lyman Gilbert, from 
Acts xxviii. 22, was printed. The former house 
waa removed a few feet mestmdly, and became the 
T o m  House, in which at oiie period town meetings 
were held alternately with the meetings in the other 
kdn hall, erected at Newton Centre. The first 
pastor, Rev. William Greenouglt, mmnined ps tor  
Mty fears and two days, and died November 10, 
1831, aged seventy-five, leaving his collmgue, Rev. 
Lyman Gilbert, sole pastor. Mr. Gilbert served 
the church, -in all, twenty-seven years, till 1855, 
when he resigned. He was a wi* and faithful 
pastor, and widely knon-n and l~iglily esteemed. 
He was an active member of the xltool committee 
for twenty Years. 

Dr. Gilbert ass succeeded by Bev. Joseph P. 

Dmmmoird, d t o  mnained till Rovember 12,1857, 
and was followed immediately by Rev. George B. 
Littlc, formerly of Bangor, Jlaine- He becnme 
pastor in 1867, and d i d  of consumption in Box- 
bury, July 20, 1860, aged thirty-eight. The next 
pastor was Rev. Henry Johnson Patrick, formerly 
of Bedford, JIassachusetts, where he was ordained 
Xovember 16, 1864. He was i~rsblled here Sep 
tember 26, 1860, and is still pastor. 

IN THE REV~LUTION. . . 
' 

IT was while Mr. Meriam was pastor of the 
Fint Church that the country passed through the 
earlier scenes of the American Revolution. Newton 
was all alive to this grent occasion. The records 
of. the town show that the inhabitnnts were keenly 
sensitive in respect to the interests of the country, 
and tlmt 'tliey were not the men to submit tamely 
to oppreseion. Thep entered with vigor m d  apirit 
into the war, and manifested an enlightened and 
unconquernble ptriotism, in the vicissitudes which 
culinir~ated in that g m t  struggle. They judged 
rightlf that the welfare of the country demanded 
that it should rely mainly upon its own rcsonrces, 
so that it might not suffer ftom embarrassments 
occasioned by foreign m. Moreover, they deemed 
it wise ~io t  to aid the manufacturing interests of 
the mother country, wl~ich aimed only to oppress 
them, nor to promote its commercial prosperity by 
receiving goods imported in British vessels. Hence 
in 1765 they recoded their protest against the 
Stamp Act, and in 1767 they resolved in town- 
meeting not to use any gloves except of d o m d c  
maaufacture, and to procure no uew garments on 
fuueml occasions, except those whicll were abso- 
lutely necessary. Among the articles included in 
their protest were also men's and women's hats and 
aplnrcl, lace, diamonds, jewelry, snuff, broadcloth, 
mtiiig more than ten sliillings a yard, furs, milli- 
nery, stays, silk, cotton, velvet, I.-, and cambric. 
As the tempest of the Revolution thickened, the 
town also voted, '[tl~at we, each and every one of 
us, will not, directly or indirectly, by ourselves or 
any person under us, purcbase or use or suffer to 
be used in our respective families any India tea, 
while such tea is subject to a duty payable upon 
ita nmval in America." At the destruction of the 
three hundred and forty-two chests of tea from 
vessels in Boston Hnrbor, commonly called "the 
Boston tea-party," Newton had its xepresentative 
in tlie person of humel Hammoud, of the east part 
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of the torn. In January, 1772, die inhabitants, 
in torn-meeting assembled, passed cr resolve, declnr- 
ing that '#no good man can be silent and innctive 
in die cause of liberty at this alarming period," 
and also a resolre declaring that " d l  taxation im- 
posed on tlie coloiiists witllout their consent and 
m-itl~ont representntion in Parliament, for the pur- 
pose of nisblg a revenue, is uncoiistitutiot~sl and 
oppreadve." 

As the times grew more threatening, the select 
men were authorized to procure fire-arms for those 
who were too poor to furnish them. John Pigeon 
gave the tom two field-pieas, wliich rere nccepted 
by the town with thanks, and a vote was pnssed, 
Janmry 2, 1775, to mise a company of thirty-two 
minute-men, who were to meet half a day every 
feek- through the minter for drill, and every man 
was to be paid for his time the sum of eightp&ce, 
or, as rftennrds stated, one shilling, and the eight 
offiam eight shilliags per day ('over and. above 
the shilling each." 

that hostilitiei I d  actually commenced, he mM 
from liis house in the gmy of the morning, and tlm 
minute-men having gtl~eretl on the pnde-pund ,  
no commissioned officers being present, he ,- 
made captnin by ncclnmation. Amved at \Va& 
town, lie found the autliorities assemblecl in c o b  
clalve, discussing the situntion and delibemting on 
tlie course proper to be pursued. His fiery spirit 
could not brook delay ; nnd feeling that the time 
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At the opening of the war, April 19, 1775, 1 
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,Newton numbered three companies, the east and '-c I i 
west companies and the minute-men, -a total of I 
two hundred and eigllteen men. Jeremiah Widnu 
comma~ded the east company, Amaria11 Fulrer tlie 5 ( 
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rest, and Pliineas Cook the minute-men. Bebides 
these, mnny Newton men \rho had passed the age 
-for military service, inspired by patriotism, were 
eogm to renew their youth and participate in tlie 
excitement and the glory of the conflict. Noah 
W i s d l ,  a man seventy-six years of age, wl~o, like 
his ancestors, occupied t l~e  house at tlic northmet- 
crly side of the pond at Mewton Centre, now in 
.possession of the lreirs of Deacon Luther Paul, 
went to Lexington on the 19th of April, 1775, be- 
cause, i s  he said, "he nanted to see wliat tlle boys 
were doi~rg." As 11e wvas pointi~~g out to his com- 
panions three Britislr soldien on the field of strife, 
a ball fizzed tbrougli his hiuid, inflictiiig a pain- 
ful round. Ulidnunted, he coolly took out his 
.handkerchief i u d  bound up tlie wounded member, 
and then picking up the musket of a fallen regular 

- bore it home with liim as a trophy. 
When the War of I~~depl~delice was actually 

commenced,.n'e\rton proved itself among the i~iost 
ptriotic towns in tltc com~uoanealth, and all the 
.families of tke torn wcre largely represented in 
the armies and battles of the Revolution. Few 
m d s  of military ardor exceed in interest the 
narrative of Captain IIichael Jackson on the day 
of the battle of Lexington. b u s e d  by the rumor 
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for debate was past, lurd that this was the time fgr 
action, lie stepped from the nmb to the head of 
the cornpony, and issued the shrp and s t i d  
militnry order, " Slloulder arms-platoons to the 
right, wheel - quick time - f o m r d  march 1 " 
And in tlie excitement of the moment he was actu- 
ally on tile way to the frolit with those who llna 
the bravery to follow him. Of the rest, some lin- 
gered where they were, and some dispersed. Col+ 
nel Benjamin Hammond, tlie cnptaiu, followed 
ofter liis complly aud joined tl~em before tbey 
reaclied Concord. 

Soon after the affairs of Concord aud ~ e x i n ~ t o n  
two companies were rni,eed, both commanded by 
Xewrton captains, and embracing seventy-four Sew- 
ton men. They enlisted for eiglit months, ad 
joined the anny at Cqmbridg, BIarcll 4, 1776. 
The east and rest compiiies, numbcrir~g OIIG 11uu- 
dred and thirteen men, by request of Gnml 
Washitigton marched to take p o w i o n  of Dor- 
chester Heights.. 
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In the wannnt for-the  to^-^, June 17, 
1776, mas this importnut nrticle: "That iu caae 
the honorable Coutirantal Congress should, for the 
hfety of the Amcrican colonies, declare them in- 
dependent of tlie kingdom of Grent Britain, whether 
the inlnbitants of this town rill tblemnlp endeavor 
with their l i m  and fortunes to support them in 
this measllre." After the debate tile question \nu 

put,and the vote p a d  unauimously in the a f l h w  

m- . I 

h e .  John Woodmud waa moderator of this 
memorable meeting. A centennial celebration of 
the q e  was held June 17, 1876, at which a bis- 
t&ical address was delivered by the Hon. James 
F. C. Byde, and the proceedings and. address were 
afterwards published in a volume worthy of the 
occasion by the city of Newton. 

In August, 1777, a company of ninety-six men 
;6s raised by Captain Joseph Fuller, of whom 
thirty were Newton men. They marched to Skenes- 
borough, Bennington, and Lake George, to oppose 
the advance of Genernl Burgope. 111 hiarch, 
1778, a company of sixty-eiglit men \ras raised by 
Captain E d m d  Fuller, of whom fort? belonged 
b Newton. In January, 1777, sirt~-four Newton 
inen enlisted for three !ears, or the war. In 1780 
Bfty-four Newton meti marched to reinforce the 
continental army. So sensitive wen the people 
in their patriotism, and so averse to the toleration 
of t o y  principles, that a list mas made out of per- 

sona whose res ide  was deemed pnjndicial to 
the public safety, a d  arrangements were made for 
their removal from the town. 

About four Irurtdrtd and thirty men trom New- 
ton served in the continental army during the - 
of the Revolution. Among these were forty-feu? 
ded~enda~~ts of Edward Jackson, Benrbrg the name 
of Jackson. .There were twenty-two bearing the 
name of Puller, sixteen the name of Parker, f i b  
of Hyde, eleven of Stone* sir of Seger, ete. . Chp 
tain Henry King, of Newton, wns one of the guard 
at the execution of Major Andrd. 

The citizens freely voted their money as d l  as 
gave tlieir services to their country during this 
gnat struggle, I t h y  individuals loaned their 
property ill generous sums. Besides this, in 1778 
a tax of 23,000 was voted towards the e~penses 
of the war, and the next year a similar sum for the 
purpose of, raising ma! for t l~e army and other ex- 
penses. hi March, 1780, k30,OOO were voted for 
a l i b  purpose; in September, E10,000, and in 
December, 42100,000. Paper money, it 'is h e ,  
had greatly depreciated in value. But tllu enor- 
mow depreciation, making many poor who had 
been rich, did not reader these valiant patriotj 
penurious. The entire population of the town in 
1775 has beexi cstilnated at less than 1,400. If 
this be correct, about eoey third person in the entire 
population ~vas more or less in the army, and all 
the tamilies left by tltem at home must have a h d  
painfully, thougll uncomplainingly, in the self- 
denials and hardships of t l~e.  times., t It is not an- 
worthy of notice tlmt Boger Sheman, one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, was 4 
native of Pu'ewton, born near the Skinner Place, ou 
Waverley Avenue. 

. . 
d 

SCHOOL HImBY. 

IT was many years before tho education of the 
young in Newton took the rank, among the meas  
ares adopted by the townsmen, which ib iml 
portance claimed. The earliest settlers of the 
territory, originall? embracing what was after- 
wards denomimted Newtown, enjoyed the advan- 
tages of the " fair grammar school" at Cambridge, 
taught by Master Corlet. But only a few would 
he likely to travel such a distance from d q  to day, 
even if the instruction had been, ns it probably 
was not, adapted to their wants. Doubtless, chil- 
dren were taught more or less at home in m m ~ .  
families; but in that forming period of satiety, 
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d under the pressure of toil and poverty, it is 
not snrprising that education was at the millimum. 
Mr. Jackson records that "there does not appear 
to have been any public or private school in tlie 
Village pewton] for sixty yenrs after its first set- 
tlement. The erection of a school-house was near 
half a century behind that of tlie meeting-house." 
In May, 1699, -forty-five years after the first 
movement for their separation from Cambridge, 
and twenty yean after their petition to become an 
independent torn had received the first favorable 
notice by the General Court, -the torn voted to 
build a school-house, sixteen feet by fourteen, and 
Deacon John Stal)les, who occupied the estate uow 
owned and occupied by W. C. Strong, Esq., was 
hind "to keep school" four days in tlie week, 
at r d r y  of two shillings per day. As early as 
164% the General Court passed an order requiring 
"-the townsmen to see to the educating of their 
children," and also enjoining it upon every town 
having a hundred families to set up "a grammar 
sehool," which in those days meant a ~eliool of 
sufficiently advanced character to fit b o p  for ad- 
mission to college. If any of the cliildren of 
X e d n  found their way to Master Corlet's school 
at  Cambridge, for the support of which Ken-ton 
was taxed until it became an independent town', 
they must have k n  few in number. They llad 
a right to these high privileges; but elementary 
learning, reding, writing, and arithmetic, were 
more adapted to their wants. In 1701 the town 
voted t o  build two school-houses, one to be near 
the meeting-house and the otlier at Oak Hill, - 
'' sixten feet square besides chimney room." Tile 
tom rroted E25 towards the expense, a~id  the rest 
was to be made up by private subscription. One 
master was to tach  both ~cliools, --the one near 
the meeting-house, two thirds of the time, and that 
near Oak Hill, one third. " Those that send chil- 
dren to school shall pqy tllree pence per week for 
those that learn to read, and four pence for tliose 
that learn to read, write, and c~pher  ; and all may 
send to either school as they choose." 

John Staplea,.tlte scltoolmaster above referred 
to, and the first public sclioolm~ster in Seaton, 
came to New Cambridge about 16%. IIe was for 
many years deacon of the cln~rcli, and to1s.11-clerk - 
the tliird in that ofice- twenty-onc years, from 
1714 to 1734, and selectman eight years. His 
chirography in the town records is creditable to 
hh . attainments in tliat department ; but his in- 
ggnity in misspelling the ,most common words 

implies that if he knew how to teach, he had also 
something to learn. .He left in his will seventeen 
acres of woodlmd " for and towards the support of 
the ministerial fire from year to year annually." 
He died in 1740, aged eighty-two years. Hia 
rife was Nary Craft. Tliey had no children. 

Tlie first school committee was elected in 1706. 
Tile members were Isaac TTilliams, Jolm Nason, 
and hbraliam Jackson. From this time onward 
scliool committee was chosen annually. The school 
question seems to have given tlie people for a long 
time no little trouble, and was the subject of fre- 
quent discussion, e planning, exprimenting, and 
voting. This is evident from a mere glance at  the 
entries in the tow1 records. In 1718 the town 
voted £ 10 to the inhabitants in the northwest part 
of the town, to aid them in employing r school- . 

master. In 1721 they voted not to have mom 
than one school ; but Samuel Miller, at the west 
part of the tom, offered a room in his house for a 
school, and the town accepted it. In 1722 the 
vote of 1701 was reaffirmed, giving school privi- 
leges to the centre of the toail two thirds of the - 
time, aud to the south part one third. In 1723 
the inhabitants voted to have the scliool kept in 
three places, one " half the time at the west part, 
quarter s t  the north, and quarter at  the soutl~." 
.it the same time the torn nas divided into three 
school districts. I11 1751, and again in 1753, the 
i~iliabitants voted to have two more schoolmasters. 
In 1763 they voted to have four districts and four 
~cl~ools, atld all to be provided n-ith wood. The 
duration of these schools was determined as fol- 
lows : Centre, twenty weeks and two days ; north- 
west, fourteen weeks and two days ; Oak Hill, ten 
weeks and six dajs ; soutli~rest, six weeks add five 
dnj-s. In 1776 tliere nere five scliool districts; 
in 1791, sis, and in 1808, seven. In 1766 the 
sum of L 16 was appropriated to employ a school- 
mistress. This aas tlie first " woman's khool." 
111 1768 d50 were appropriated for men'a, and 
E 10 for aomen's schools. 

The appropriation for achodls was for man) 
years E 50. In 1774 it was r a i d  to 8 6 0 ;  in 
1786, f 80 ; in 1790, £65 ; in 1795, E 130 ; in 
179G, 9500;  in 1800, S600. I11 lPG2 the 
town was " presented for not settihg up a grammar 
scl~ool, a ~ ~ d  the selectmen wen: cliosen to defend 
the tom1 against it at the Court." 

I11 1761 -62 votes wen: passed ordering that 
the grammar scliool should be taught at the house 
of Edward Durant. I 
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* .In. 1796 the citizens voted tc to provide 4ve 
Ltoyes to warm the schql*horwes." As late as 
1780 - 8 3  &v. hfr. Blood, the first pstor  of the 
First Baptist Church, Newton Centre, pieced out 
an .inadequate snkry by keeping the 'winter scliool 
at Q k  Hill two sensons. 

A new interest was awakened in the, cause of 
edacation in connection with the, action of the 

. Mnssachwtts Board of Education, and especially 

M a rwd t  of the ef0cient labors of Hon. Horace 
Mann, 'its secretary, who was a citizen of West 
~ewton .  Tlie schools had been conducted for 
many yean without mucli vkriation from the estab- 
lish* mutine, except as the growth of populntion 
from time to time demanded i~icreased accommo- 
'dations. .This routiue contemplated mninly nine 
or ten school-houses, chiefly of one story and con- 

.. taining but n single room, with a .schoolmaster for 
a certain number of weeks in the winter months, 
.md a schoolmistress in the summer. At the period 
indicated, about 1851, judicious citizens, deeply in- 
terested in the muse of ducntion; of ~vllorn tlie 
.late Dr. Henry Bigelow and the late Hon. D. H. 
Mason were among the foremost, -and it is in their 
honor that two of the scl~ool-houses ore named, - 
.began to counsel the citizens in town-meeting to 
adopt mensures looking to a more generous course 
of kaiaing for tlle yorurg. The fint efforts were 

merely tentative, &cause the people 'in many in- 
stances were not prepred to relinquish their ancient ' 
customs for new and untried mensures. But after 
warm debate a molotion nu passe$ to eshblish 
p d e d  schools throagl~out the town,' except in the 
Oak Hill district, which was remotely and there- 
fore peculiarly situated, a ~ g  the citizens of that 
part of the town were not willing to accede to the' 
new arrangement. Two grnmrnnr scliools, one at 
Newton Centre, the other at Newtonville, were to 
be provided with masters d tlie year round, corn- 
petent to prepre young men for college. Two 
new school-houses nere erected, -one at Newton- 
ville, a few rods north of the nilroa'd station, when 
three o r  four ways met; the other at  Nedon Cen- 
tn ,  nearly on the site of the present Ifason School- 
house. 'J'he school at  the Centre was 'in cliaige of 
J. W. Hunt; Esq., formerly of Plymouth, the fint 
master, and proved a enccess. The building m 
afterwards removed to a lot on the opposite comer 
of Station Street, to make room for a much hrger 
and more conveuient stmcture, and was finally 
transferred to a lot nenr the southeast p r t  of 
Wiswall's Pond, and becnme Crane's mnchine- 
shop. The new school-building was bunled by an 
incendiary, and the present Mason school-building 
took its place. The school did excellent service 
as n mixed high and grammar scl~ool, until the 
public interest in education demanded a still fur- 
ther advancement, and the present p u n  hjgh-school 
edi5ce was erected at Newtonville in 1858-59. 
The appropriations for schools, showing an inter- 
esting increase in the progress of +n, indicate 
the growing intelligence and liberality of the citi- 
zens. From £50, the earliest appropriation, and 
which remained fixed at that sum for mairy years, 
and from $600, the appropriation in 1800, the 
advance has been in an ever-increasing mtio. Irr 
1870 the amount paid for educational purposes 
was $117,252.98, and the value of sclrool p r o p  
erty owned by the t o m  was $337,600. I u  1873 
the last t o m  p n t  for scliools, before Newtou be- 
came a city, was $73,000. In 1878 there were in 
the city eighteen school-houses, eighty-six teachers, 
3,359 pupils; total expenditure for schools in 1878, 
$83,208.63, or $24.77 per capita, the expense of 
every pupil enrolled. The whole number who 
pdua ted  from the high ncliool from 1861 to 
1878 inclkive was 318 ; males 140, females 175. 
Tlie first class (1861) numbem1 four, all females; 
tlie Inst class (1879), thirty-six; the brgest ciaa 
(1877) numbered fifty-one. In the clam of 1878 



t-ty-five were males and eleven females. The 
class of 1866, uine in uumber, were all females. 

Various private schools have been tnught in 
Newton in dikrent parts of the town, ns well in 
its earlkr ns its hter  Ilistory. I u  1761, Cllnrles 
Pelham of Bostoti opened a printe  scl~ool in the 
house fomerly owned by the &v. J b l ~ n  Cotton, 
in Nertou Centre. Judge Abrnl~am Fuller at n 
still earlier date Imd a private grammar school, and 
in bis will he left a bequest of f 300 to the town 
of Newton, ns the foundation of an academy to be 
known ns the Fuller Scademy, to promote higher 
eduation. The amount was left to be p i d  by his 
executob, aud did not come into the possession 
of the town till after the death of his son-in-law, 
Gene4 Hull, whose nffairs becnme embarrassed, 
and he was uuable durii~g his lifetime to pay the 
bequest. dfter his decease n piece of land' was 
wnvqed by his heirs to tlie t o m  in settlement of 
the claim, and the Fuller Amdemy was erected at 
West.NeMon, on T\rnsl~i~~gto~~ Street. After a few 
years the building was sold, aad became the sent 
of the fiwt normal scl~ool for young ladies in 
Massachusetts, whicli l~ad  been previously located 
for n brief period in the torn of Lexington. It 
has since become the clnssicnl school of the Bfessrs. 
Allen. 
. Mrs. Susailnah Rowson opened a female acnd- 
emy aud boarding-scl~ool at Newt011 Cor~ier, in the 
brick portion of the building since known as tlie 
vonantum House, in t l~c  mrly part of the presei~t 
century. She bras the d a u ~ l ~ t e r  of n British officer, 
a woman of many accourl~l~shments, and a11 author 
of co~~sidemble reputation. Her scl~ool was nt- 
tei~decl by youug kdies from remote states in the 
UrJon rind from the West 111dia Islnnds. She 
taught also, either before or nftema~ds, in Xled- 
ford, Boxbury, aud Bostoa. Maay items of her 
perso~ial lihtory nrc p r w r v d  ill her 11ove1 r~ititled 
&cbeeen, whicli, uucler fictitious lialncs, is a rccod 
of actual events and occurrences in tlie days of the 
4herican Bevolution. She is said to ]lave bee11 
a very courtly wolmn, and paid special attellti011 
to t l a  carriage and mauuers of her pupils. 

Mr. Setli Davis \\as a teacher of lligh nnd de- 
served reputatio~~ ia T'est Xertton, ivhrre 11e taught 
first iu the public school, nud afterwards in n 
private academy of l~iv own. Ifally s l ~ o  mhse- 
quently became disti~ig~lisbecl me11 in Kewton and 
elsewhere were among his ])upils, aud his tachitlg 
iu higher bmicl~es was altogctl~er in ndua~~ce of 
the teauhiug of tbe perid  It i; wit1 t l~at  the 

Rev. Slr. Greenough OII one occasion expostulated 
with l ~ i ~ n  for instructing liis pupils in nstronom~, 
-a favorite study of the venerable master; but 
with a watural genius for teaching, grertt capacity, 
a ~ ~ d  keel1 conscie~~tiousness, 11e ei~deavored to giire 
l~is  pupils the l~igl~est n ~ ~ d  best in his power. ' The 
influence of JIr. Davis as nu cl~terprising citieeb'- 
has been I~igl~ly beneficial to the torn. lfost of 
tlie trees which ndonl the streets of \Vest Newton 
were set out by him. The large elm C front of - 
the old tavern-house, so called, was set out by 

'John Barber, wl~o gave to tlie t o m  tlie land im- 
proved for the West Parish Burinl-Ground, a d  
was the first male tenalit of it. A woman who had 
died of small-pox. had preceded him. After Mr. 
Davis relirquished teaclii~~g in West Newton, on 
account of the pressure of other duties, his dnugh- 
ter, Niss Hamet L. Davis, took up the work, and 
was a most successful teacher u ~ ~ t i l  she ass com- 
pelled b~ failing henlth to dismiss lrer school. Ha 
fntl~er gave ir~strudion .to lier pup& on certain 
days of tlie week in astronomy, geobg,  etc., and 
when she ~ v n s  laid asille by sicliness, he continued 
the scliool for several weeks, hopii~g for her res- 
toration. 

Under the influence of a newb nwakened educa- 
tionnl zeal, tlie first l~or~nal scl~ool for the Llstruc- 
tion of female tencliers was commenced h Lering- 
ton, Biassnchusetts, and aftetanrds removed, under 
t.lie auspices of tlint great educator nud phihnthro- 
yist, the Hon. Hornce hfa~m, the11 +ding in 
West Newton, on 7Vdl11ut Street, to the-tillage of 
liis abode. It was llis favorite plau to keep tlie 
scl~ool u ~ ~ d e r  liis coilstant supervision. The school 
found its liome in tlie building of the Fuller Acad: 
emy, ~vliicl~ 'iras bought ' for that purpose. The 
Rev. Cjrus Pierce, called g e ~ i e n l l ~  Father Pierce, 
was tlie first tacl~cr .  A model scl~ool aas estnb- 
Iisl~cd in tile immediate vicinitj in co~l~~ection with 
t.l~e normal sclrool, when! the pupils of, the' latter 
11nd opportu~lity by persolla1 teacl~ing to put to 
prictical use the instruction they received. 'flus 
scliool, aftcnrards u ~ d e r  the a r e  of Mr. 
Stenrns, continued for n few ymrs to l~ave its a t  
in Kest Ne\vtoa, w~iere it was n most successful 
enterprise. I t  was removed nfterwards to l h m -  
ingl~un. 

The late Blnrsliall S. Rice, Esq:, for t v e ~ t l -  
seven years tlie town-clerk of Newton, and lloldil%. 
office when tlie town obtaiad incorpontion as the 
city of Newtoll, c&e into Kcrton Qlltr% in 
1814, and establisl~ed a privite school . for . boys, ill 
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which more than a thousand pupih received a por- 
tion,'either greater or less, of their education. His 
residence elid school were Dn Centre Street, in the 
mansion formerly the estate of Henry Gibbs, Esq., 
from aliom' Gibbs Street receives its Imme, nearly 
opposite the first pr ish meeting-house. In tlih 
rncieut house the ordaiai~ig council of ministers 
and delegnta met and dined together on the ocd- 
mion of the ordination of Rev. Dr. Homer, Febru- 
ary 14, 1782. The apple-treei in tlie orchard 
north of Mr. Rice's house were raised from the 
s k b  plnnted by his own hands, and the two fino 
inaples in front of tile house aere brouglit by him 
in his chaise-box, ahen tliey were saplings of a 
foot in height, from Sew Ipsnicli, New Hampshire. 
Mr. Bice died Februnry 24, 1879, a@ seventy- 
eigtt years and eight months, - a nlan universally 

- the and yenr lamented: 1850 an academy was commend 
at  Newton Centre, under a board of nine tmstees. 
Tht 'land occupied by the academy building on 
Centre Street, neatly opposite Grafton Street, and 
rick occnpiecl as a daelling-house, was given to 
&ti board of trustees for that purpose by blnrshll 
8. Bice, Esq. An addition was made to the estate 
in 1831, by purchase, for the purpose of erecting 
a boarding-house: This was a flourishing scliool 
for many years. The first preceptor was Air. El- 
bridge Hosmer, wlto was followed in succession by 
.Meesn. Ebenezer Woodward, Rev. John B. Hague, 
-Bartholomew Wood, and Rev. E. H. Barstow, who 
-d the last teacher. After this the academy build- 
ing was sold for a privnte residence. The boarding- 
house, in 1866, became the seat of a home and 
.school 'fbr young girls, orphans and others, rescued 
h m  the liannts of vice iu the neighbohig city of 
.Boston. This benevolent institution was, in all its 
.history, under the charge bf lfra. Rebecca B. 
Pomerop, an efficient, self-denying, and faithful 

friend m d  ministering angel in the ~fiilitary hospi- 
tals of Washington during tlie civil war, and spe- 
cially in the home of the chief magistrate of the 
nation, Abraham Lincoln. On a Sabbath afternoon, 
June 14, 1868, one of the inmates of the house 
set fire to tlle building, and it was burned to ashes, 
-and the site has remained unoccupied till the pres- 
ent time. The Home was reorguiized in the house 
-formerly owned nnd occupied by Mr. Epllraim 
:Jackson, southeast of the l'heological Institution, 
and continued till 1872, when it was disbanded. 
Four little orphan girls, members of this institu- 
tion, became the nucleus of the OrplwJ  Home, 
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established on C h a d  Street, Newton, iu Novem. 
ber, 1872, and which afterwads w removed tc 
the Episcopal panonrge, which wa= purchased fol 
its use. 

Professor Charles Biedhof, from a German gym. 
msium, kept a family school for boys from aboul 
1848 to 1853, in the soutliernmo~~t of tlie twc 
housws erected for professors on tlie Ilistitution 
land at Newton Centre. Both these liouses havt 
since been removed, and now stand, nltered and 
el~lnrged,.on Cypress &reet. The scliool of Pro. 
f e k r  Siedhof was a b a r d s  kmoved to the old 
Clark house on Centre Street, south of Wiswall'a 
Pond, now occupied by hir: Jepson. 

Lasell Female Seminary, in Auburndale, was com- 
menced in the fall of 1851, by Professor Edward 
Lasell. The large building occupied by die insti- 
tution was erected in the same' year. Professor 
Lasell died soon aAcr the institution was opened, 
and it was tnken in charge by Josiah Lasell, a 
brother of the professor, and a .  brother-in-law, 
George W. Briggs, Esq., under wllom it enjoyed a 
marked degree of prosperity. In 1864 the property 
was purchased by Professor C. W. h h i n g .  I n  
1873 i t  was acquired by ten gentlemen- of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and reopehed nnde~ 
the superintendence af Professor Charles C. Brag- 
don. About eighteen hundred yourig ladies have 
been attendants of the school. ' 

Moses Burbank thnght a clasdcal ahd high school 
for boys from 1848 to 1852 in the basement of 
the First Baptist bleet&g-house at Newton Centre. 
This was both a boarding and day school. Sev- 
eral otlier and more recent private schools haw 
existed in different parts of the town, which have 
held a higli rank nnd done honorable service; but 
it is uiinecessary, as they belong to the latest times, 
to speak of them particalarly. 

The Fin t  Baptist Church in ~ e & n  was organ- 
ized July 5, 1750, numbering thirty-eight mem- 
bers. Tliere had bem members of the Baptist 
denomination in tlle town many years previously. 
Mr. Jonathan Willard, of Newton Lower Falls, 
joined the First Baptist Cl~urch in Boston, Decem- 
ber 7, 1729. Noah Parker joined the Second 
Baptist Cllurch in 130ston, July 21,1749. Several 
others, later, joined the Baptist Church in Leicea- 
ter. blay 14, 1753, Noah Wiswall and othen 
presented a petition to the town tlmt they might 
be released from pying o ministerial tax for tLa 



support of the clergymen of the town, they being 
donsciptious Baptists. But the town votcd that 
their petition be not granted. Narch 15,' 1756, 
Joh11 Hammond and otliers, who were Baptists, 
q a t d  pf the town that they might ]lot be rnted 
forthe support of tlie ministry; but their request 
uas met, after some debate, by a prompt refusnl. 
hi 1774 ten persons- John Dana, Joliu Kcnrick, 
Caleb Whihley, Thomas Parker, Ebeii Hartlett, 
Joseph Hyck, Nathaniel Parker, Thomas Tolman, 
Kidow Abigail Rictrdson, aild Elislin Bartlett -. 
addnssed another memorial to tlie town, certifying 
that they were Autipdobaptist, and generally 
rrorsllippd with people of that persuasion. In 
June, 1776, the tom, urged by tlie importtuiity 
of tli& repeated petitions, at last escused James 
Riebrds and &lnrd Hall from payiug the minis- 
teria] k e s ,  and four p r s  later tlie First Baptist 
Cliurch was formed. 

I i  tlle'autqmn of 1740 Rev. Georgc Whitefield 
preaelied i ~ i  Newton and tlie vicinity, aud a general 
interest ill religon attended l~is  millistry. From 
his labors sprang .a movemei~t I\-hicli resulted in 
tlie fopnation in seven1 towlls of Separate, or New 
Ligbt churcl!~, so called. A cliurcli of this nnme. 
\us organized in Newtoii. Tliej lield tlieir assem- 
blies at *e house of oiie of tlieir members, hlr. 
Sstllan Ward, who became their pastor. Most of I 

were to be forty feet by thirty-two, and the expcnac 
about 8300 specie, or $1,000. The land 'was 
given for tlie building by Pu'oah I'Viswd. D d -  
i~ ig  tlie encumbrance of a debt, the parish was aev-, 
enl  !ears in accomplisliing tlie euterprise, and it 
was iiot till April, 1798, fourteen yean after the 
comine~icemeut, tliat tlie edifice stood complete. 
Duri~ig this a subscription had been set on 
foot five times for tlie purpose of carrying ou the 
work. The frame of the house still shuds, trans- 
formed into a dwelllig-house, on the east. side of 
TTiswall's Poud. -1 vote was passed V v h  19, 
1782, (' that the singing be carried on, in a general 
wny, by reading a line at a time in tlie forenoon, 
and a verse at a time in tlie afternoou." In the 
6rst luretino house no person could Imve a pea 
who sulwcriged less than f 10 towards the build- 
ing. ll ie cliurcl~ contained twenty wall-peas, thab 
is, sir on each sidc aiid four 011 eacli end, and ".fpor 
pews back of the body feats." In 1803 tlie ho& . 
was enlnrged by the addition of seventeen feet to 
the west side, which gave apace for twenty-faur, 
new pews. The salary of hfr. Blood aaa e6.9, 
" and tlie loose money contri$uted on the Lord's 
days." The contribution-box was carried aronud 
011 the l~wer  floor every Sabbath, and in the gal- 
lery only olice a month, until tlie jear 1815. 
Rev. Joseph Grafton was ordained pastor June LS, 

[lie lnemkn afterwards adopted the views of the 1 1788, having received a call after he liad preac%ed 
baptists, and formed' the nucleus of tlie First Bap sixteen Sabbaths. ll ie salary promised him uaa 
tist Church. They lield their meetings at first in for the first year L55, equal to $183, to be paid. i (lrelling-houses, and nfteraads iu a school-house, quarterly, l' and after that to make such additions - 
11s worship being conducted by Deacon Jonatlia~i ' as liis necessities require and our circumstances 
IlicliarJson and Mr. John Dana, atid occasionally 
b! \.;siting ministers. Tl~ey continued tlieir wor- 

admit of.'' After Nr. Grafton becnme pastor, in 
addition to the sahry ai~d eight cords of wood, 

ship in this manner nearly t rmty Fears. In the , E -70 a year were granted " in consideratioil o f ,  the 
5pri"g of 1780 Mr. Elhaiian 11-inchester, who after- j enhanced price of the necessiries of life." Several 
\i.mls embraced and preaclred tile doctrine of uni- I members of tile prisli purchased for 175, or 8!2ii'0, 
rers;~I restoration, visited Keuton, he beiiig then I " Iialf tlie place tliat Mr. Blood used to own," aud 
2 Uaptist, mid. several persons receivecl baptism at gave it to Jlr. Gnfton as a "settlement," or pres- 
his I~ahds, wlio were embodied illto the cliurch ; ent, in token of esteem and god-will. Tliis estate 
.laly 5, 1780, as befoe stahl, b.v~)~illic cek~rio- i was the triqrgular estate owned mid occnyied by 
II~I:~, 1)rnbably in a room in the, housc of Soah ; tlie late George C. Rand, Exj., and bnnded by 
\Vis~vall, since tlie liome of tlie lieirs of Deacon j Centre, Hoiner, and Grafton streets. The value 
I.t~rllcr l'aul. The first pastor was tile Rev. Claleb i of tlie aliole estate, therefore, at that period was 
1;i6lcn1, alio continued to serve the cl~urcli till Jaw onl!- S500. 
uir! 24, 17% \Vlien lie bccame pastor, the ! Tlic society was incorporated by the legislatu~ 
salnlxr of members was seventy-three; at his.dis- i of Jlaesacliusetts, aiid tlie act of incorpqration * 

~,ii-fibn, liinety-two; number of admissions, niiie- I signrd by the governor February 12, 1SZL The 
trrlr. . / . ministry of Mr. Grafton extended over a period of 

Tlla vote to huild n cliurch edifice is dated Jail- : forty-cig11t years qncl six months, aid he bad many 
u : q  17,. 1781.- Tlie .dimensions of Liie cliurch ; Iienren, uot ouly citizens of Newton, but from aev- 
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d of the neighboring tonu.  The whole dumber 
admitted to the churcli during this period was five 
h u n d d  and sistpseven. In co~~wque~lce of the 
incmsillg infirmities of Mr. Grnfton, tlirougl~ age, 
Rev. F d e r i c  ;lu@stus 11-illnnl, of IYorcester, was 
elected collengue pastor, and i~~stnlled i\'ovemberP5, 
1835. A new meeting-Ironso rrns erected on tlre 
pnsent'site in the Fear 1836, tlre land for rliiclr 
m a donat ion from- 11 rs. Dencon Eben White, Sr., 
formerly Mrs. Eliznbetli Ping, n member of the 
church, The Iioose, as ori@mlly finished, coil- 
trrinecl seventy-six pews, of nh~ch sir in the nortll- 
r t s t  corner were approyrintd, free of rest, t o  be 
occupied b j  the studelits of the Newton Tlmlogi- 
cal Institution. The clock, tlre gift of Denco~~ 
Reuben 'Stone, was transferred from tlte fonner 
-meeting-house. The last service in the old meet- 

luur k e n  twice since altered and improved, 
1869 nrid 1874. A suyplemcntrrry chope 
e m t d  at Tlro~npuville in 1867, for a neig 
lrood Sabbath-scl~ool. 

After tlie d e a ~ s e  of Mr. Mcrinm, the 1 
pnstor of tile First Pnrish, in the year 178 
torn and p r i s l ~  linvi~ig become distinct from 
other, tlre First Cliurchnnd society united ilk c 
Rev. Jonatl~ari tlomcr to be their pftbr, at 
i~rvitatioii was accepted. The odirration oa 
Februnry 14, 17S2. At the public service 
meeting-house the church formally k u e a d  
call, urd the pnstor elect ill like manner m 
his au?eptance of it. Dr. Homer grnduet 
Hnrvnrd University iu 1777, and received tl 
gree of Doctor of Diviuity froin Urom Uliivc 
His eutine miuistry as sole ynstor of the c 

ing-house ra. the finern1 ceremonies of t l r  senior 1 nu forty-four yearn His vl~ole miden& 
pastor, who died December 16 , l  8 36, aged seventy- I the church was fifty-oue years mid six inc 
mne, having been pstor  nearly half a celitury. 
The number received iuto the cliurch during Mr. 
h f t o n ' s  ministry wns five hundred and sixty- 
&n. Hia reutains rest in tlie cemetery on Cen- 
tn Street. The monumait commelnonting his 
virtues and attesting the affection of his people 
.uas erected through the efforts of the late Tholnns 
Edmands, Rqq., to u?liom the public is indebted 
f& the neat and fnitl~ful inscriptions. After two 
years md eight mo~~ths  Mr. Willnnl left Xewton, 
and was settled in Abington, South Douven, and 
Needlmm, and was lecturer on clrclnistry in Louis- 
rille, Kentucky, nnd died in Pl~iladelpl~ia i 1866. 
Daring his ministry seventeen were received into 
the-church. 

The fourth pnstor was Rev. S. F. Smith, whose 
eeriice continued twelve gears and d x  months, - 
fm Jnriunry 1, 1842, to June 30, 1854, -and 
daring thnt period one hundred and six were ad- 
mittecl to tlte churcll. The fifth pastor was Rev. 
Odkmnn Sl)raglie Steanls. His term of service 
began Septeurler 28, 1855, and closed May 31, 
1868. During his ministry two hundred and two 
ren received iuto the churcli. The sistli pstor  
m Rev. William N. Clarke, whose tenn of service 
commenced May 16, 1860. Tlie church edifice, 
erected iu 1836, painted white on the outside, and 
hving  a spread of elegnnt crimson damask be- 
hind tlre pulpit within, ~ m s  wholly reconstructed 
in 1855-56, and the low tower, formerly in the 
middle of the a t  front, m s  rel)lnced by the 
e p I e  on the southeast comer nnd the I w  tower 
on the northeast corner, as at present. The church 

I During his ~ninistry a lien clturch wos buil 
fourth fro111 the commencement of tlre tom 
dedicated November 21, 1805. His pri 
study for Inany gears was directed to m r t r  
the precise conditiou in u4lich the Englislr VI 

of the Bible was left by the traashtors d 
James, and the successive vnriatioi~s i ~ r  tht 
in the trnnslstions of Wickliffc, JLattIiene, 
dale, Covednle, Rogers, and tlre rest. Dr. 1 
manifested great euthusiasln 111 this b m  
study, hnd wrote Inany notes, which lie prop: 
n future time to publish. But lie left then1 I 
decease in a s ca t t ed  a ~ d  disordered state, sc 
no use could be made of them. 'Dr..Homei 
August 11, 1843. Dr. Jolin Codlmn of Do 
ter prenclied 011 the occnsiou of his fui~emL 
ve~nber 14, 1S27, the iufirmities of Dr. E 
being such as to require aid in the pastoral 
Rev. Jnlnes Bates was ordained colleague p 
and they both resigned the charge simultaim 
April 7, 1839. Rev. William Busluiell w 
stalled pastor in Jiay, 1842 ; resigued D 
ber 13, 1846; died April 28, 1879. Dau 
Furber wns ordained December 1, 1847. 

? 

The Common at Newton Centre was giv 
tlie town ns n training-field probably as ea 
1700. There is no fonnnl record of the do11 
but trndition ascribes tlie gift mninly to Jor 
EIjde, Sr., \vho died in 1711, at the ripe r 
eighty-five years. Mr. Jackson thinks Irc 
have given nearly two thirds of it, turd tlnt 
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thrn one third was given by Elder Wiswall or hia 
conr 1; 1702 Mr. Hyde also gnve to the select- 
men of N e r t o i ~ i n  trust half nn acre of land near 
Oak Hill, for the benefit of tlie scliool iu tlie south 
port of tbe tom. This hlf-acre of land wns sold 
dtu many yenrs, rud a small fund nccumulntd 
from the proceeds, which was divided among tlie 
iuhrbitonts of the south scl~ool-clistrict by vote of 
the tom, pro rata, according to tlre t s e s  aliich 
each one paid. This Jo~~atlian H ~ d e  liad twenty- 
thne children, to  who~n he distributed his property 
by deeds of gift a few y a n  previous to liis dc- 
mse. Various records slio~r by iucideatnl testi- 
mouy that tlm Common was regnded aud used for 
nyny yenrs ns tile property of tile to~va; besides 

. nhiell, the existence of bound-marks nud fenciug 
aud u ~ ~ d i s p u t d  possession for 3 hundred a id  sev- 
rntj y a m  seem to indicate n sdiciaitly secure 
title. 

A simihr t n c t  of land, to be used nlso for 
r troi~iii~g-field, was given in 1753, by Captain Jo- 
wpli Fuller, to the military company of Cnptain I 

waten of the river fall perpendicularly twenty fcd, 
and theh descend thirty-five feet in the course of 
half a mile. Here n saw-mill was built in 1688 
by John Clark, \\~hose filtl~er, Hug11 Clark of Box- 
bury, conveyed to l~iln by deed of gift sixty-seven 
acres of lalid in New Cambridge ill April, 1681. 
Tl~is land \vns OII the easterly side of Centre Street, 
at tlic trainil~g-field, n~id his house was on the spot 
uor  occupied by the old l~ouse formerly &con 
Ebe~iezer lTliiteYs, on the west side, r few nxls 
nortli of tlie First Baptist Church at Newton Cen- 
tre. I n  1675 John Clark died, bequenthi~ig to his8 
SOIIS n'illiam and Jol~ii tile sna-mill on the rivw, 
and the h ~ d  ndjoiniag. T l ~ e  mill niid eight acres 
of loud were nppnised at & 180. In  liny, 1708, 
John Clark conveyal to Xntl~miel Pnrker oue 
quarter of tlie saw-mill, stream, dam, and eel-weir, 
n ~ d  linlf nu acre of land for E 18, with an open 
I~igh~ray from the county road to tlie mill and eel- 
weir. Soon aftertrards IVilliam Clark conveyed b 
Katlin~iiel I ~ ~ i g l e y  one quarter of the same, and' 
these iour proprietors n~id cqual owners built in 

Ql~rai~n IVilliams and tlieir successors forever. addition a gist-mill and fulling-ma. LI 17eO I This Com~non was located a t  Newtonville, near , Koali Parker became tlie sole owner of tlie mills 
Waslii~i~to~i Street; but in 1767 the lancl re- and appurtenaaces. At liis dcnth in 176S thb 
vertcd to tlic heirs of tlic original l)roprietor, tliey ~vliole property lurssed into the hands of liis son, 
pnying tile town for it the sum of two poii~ih. Tliomas Parker, his ndministmtor, wlio sold the 
This insiguificant price sl~ons how liltle value was same to Simon Elliot of 13ostoii, with about thirty- 
at tlmt time put upon real estate. five acrev of land, Iiouse, barn, etc., for 51,700 i 

Tlie first grist-mill in tire town of Newton was 1 1778 a~id 1782. air. Elliot, ~vlio was n tobacm 
ercctcd by Lieute~~ai~t  John Sl)riag, on a stream I iiist, erected snuff-mills, and that business, with 
calM Smelt Brook, at the outlet of Bullough's I tlic grist-mill, !as carried on by him nud his son, ' 
Pond. Mr. Syri~lg residecl oplmsite tlie cemetery / Gelieral Simon Elliot, till 1514, ritli ndditions of- 
on Ccutre Strcet, n~ul o p ~ ~ e d  Mill Lane, nour Mill / otlier crrorks. I n  t h t  year t h  screw-factory, wire- 
Street, to  accommodate tbe patrons of his mill. 
Previons to tlie crectio~~ of dams on CIiarles River, 
alewives, smelts, Iierring, and other h l i  used to 
pass up  tile river as far ns Ncwton Upper Falls; 
and bh-rcevcs, annually clected, were cliargcd aitli 
tlie duty of prolectii~g tile fivliing interest 011 the 
river. Smelt nrook, on ~rllicli Lieutena~it Spring 
erected liis grist-mill, undoubtedly receive(\ its 
nnme from tile graceful s lhers  which fouud tlieir 
way iiito its wvaters. 

Chnrles River, called by tile Indians Quinobe- 
quin, ellcircled o. large p r t  of Keaton, its cl~ai~nel 
forming the boundary line oa tlie north, \vest, and 
muth sides of tlie town, being rr contir~uous curv- 
ing line more than fifteen miles ill le~igtl~. Tlie 
fills on the river invited tlie spirit of enterprise 
rt ia VWY mrly perid. Tlie first mills were erected 
at t&e Upper Falls. At tllb p r t  of ita course the 

mill, iour snuff-mills, anurnling sl~op, nnd dwell- 
ing-Bouse were sold to tlie Elliot Nanufncturing, 
Compaiiy, Frederick Chbot, ngent. Tliis company 
removecl tlie grist-mill, and erectd on its site a 
cotton-factory, which \ms under the supcrintend- 
encc of 31r. Otis Pettee, Sr., for five yean. blr. 
Pettee tlien erected e+tensi\ve sliops for buildiug 
inacl~inery for cotton-mills. hiany muiufactoriea 
in the soutli and west and in hlexico liave beeti 
supplied with their entire mnchinery from t b  
aorks. 

I n  1811 Mr. Pettee purclinsed all the property 
of tile Elliot hianufncturing colqpiiny, and carried 
oa tile buainegs till his dcntli i i  February, 1853. 
Mr. Pettee was one of tlie prime movers nnd most 
energetic and Jibeml 1ntr011s of tile Clmrles aver  
Railrorul, lioa tile IVew York and Piew E ~ ~ g l o ~ d ,  
l\'\'oousocket Rmnch. 
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In l 7 b  the Newtoa rmn Works Company 
BGlt a-rolling-mill, and commenced operations in 
1800, opposite the small island in tile river, wlim 
a dam was built aud a --mill erected in 1783. 

In 1809 n new mntiufnctory was built for mnk- 
iq cut nails. Nnils were sent by the cargo f m  
the marinfactory in Ncwvton to New Orlenns and 
th!e West Ldies, td be used in the construction of 
wPr-bow, i wliich they were thus returned to 
every port on the Atlantic mboard. l'he same 
year the mrorcesRr Turnpike was coiistructed 
throurh this estnte, nnd the bridge was built over 
the river. In 1815 this company erected a cotton- - factory on the same dam, on tlie Needham side of 
the river. In 1821 Mr. Ellis bought out this 
company and bmme sole owner. Iii 1825 a lten 

c o r n p ~ ~ y  of seven persons was incorporated uuder 
the name of the Newton Factories, and in 1535 
h f u n  and Dnvid Ellis became sole owlicrs of tlie 

In later years the cottou-factory was 
destroyed by fire, and has iiot bee11 rebuilt. The 
ding-mill, adjoining the bridge, was long Inailaged 
by the late Frederic Bardeii, Esq. 

'Previous to 1800 the busi~iess carried on a t  the 
Upper Falls by m&r-power was smnll, being only 
three snuff-mills, a grist-mill, and a saw-mill, and 
onry about six families resided in the plnce. In  
1850 there were, at tlie upper dam, one cottoll-fac- 
tory, with abont nine thousand spindles; machine 
nhops sufficieiit to accopmodate about three huu- 
died workmen ; and a steam furnace for iroii cast- 
@, employing about fifteen workmen. At the 
lower dam was a roliii~g-mill, working about 1,500 
tdns of iron into vnrioos shapes; a nail-factory, 
making abont five hundred tons of cot nnils; a 
cott'dn-factory (on the Needbam side), with nbout 
%,OOO spindles, and mnnufacturing about 500,000 
yards of cotton clotli annually. Tl~ere were then 
in the Upper Falls village nbout 1,300 inllobitn~its. 

The first religious society at tlie Upper Falls 
occupied the meeting-house n o r  in possession of 
the First ~Xetliodist Cliurcli. The building was 
commenced in the autumn of 1827, nnd dedicated 
Febmry 27, 1828. The lnnd on which the meet- 
ing-house is built was given for tl~is p u r p c  by 
the Elliot Manufacturins Company. The buildilig 
cost abont $3,300. . Of this nlnourit the Elliot 
Manufacturing Compiiy p i d  tl~ree fifths, and Jlr. 
Rufus Ellis two Bfths. The society wns incor- 
pornted ns The Upper Falls Religious Society, a id  
the pulpit wns supldicd mnil~ly by preachers of the 
Unitarian faith about five years. k 1898 the 

I chnrch edifice was #Id to Manliall 8. Rice, Esq.,: 
of Newton Centre, and it. has since been. occul)ied 
'by the First Metliodist Society of Newton. 

The Metl~odbts ill Newtoit first fonned a "clnss," 
bht in coilsequence of removals i t  \ms dissolved. 
In  April,' 1828, allother " class" was fonned, of 
seventeen members, the germ of the p m t  Metlio- 
dist Society at New- Upper Falls. Tlie church- 
was orgal~ized November 11, 1832, numberbig 
fifty-three members. The meeting-house, pu- 
by Mr. Rice, has been repeatedly enh@ old  
improved. Tlie first statioiied pmacher m a  the 
late Rev. Charles K. Tae.  . . 

The Second Uaptist Churdi in K e w t o ~  (Upper 
Fnlb) was orpiiized February 8,1835, aumbering 
fifty-five members, all of whom were pwioualy 
members of the First Bnptist Church. The meet- 
ing-house, wr-liicli had been erected two yean artier, 
was dedicated March 27, 1833. It was erected 
on lnnd giver for the purpose by Mr. J o u a t h  
Uixby, illl efficient and lending member of the 
church, and in wrhose house the meetings had been 
held before the ciiureb-builditig ma erected. Tlie 
property was divided into twenty shares, of which 
Jonathan Bixby owned seven; three othem, two 
each ; alld seven otlim, oue each. T l ~ e  first pastor, 
Rev. Origen Cmne, was ordained September 14, 
1836. He mas st~cceeded by Rev. C. W. Denisou, 
S. S. Leigliton, A. Webster, mid W. C. BiclraKL. 
The coligregtion was very mucli weakened by the 
removal of members, resulting from clranges ill tlie 
chnracter of the bushless, and ultimately by a 
chnuge in the chamcter of the population. 

A Ui~iversalist society was o r g a n i d  h Septem. 
ber, 1841, at Xeuton Upper Falls. They e m t d  
a meetingihonse, which was dedicated in May, 
1842, aiid cost about $1,500. Tbeu only rrgnlar 
pastor was Rev. Samuel Skiniier, who left in 1845. 
Wle society fiunlly relinquished tlie euterprise, mid 
the meeting-house was c h g e d  to a village Id, 
called Elliot Hall. 

Catliolic services were Ant held at Nerto~r 
Upper Falls iu 1843 or 1844. Tb celebrant nu 
Fatlier Strai~i, of Walthnm, nnd his chapel a room 
in the house of 31r. James Cahill. A beginuing 
was made to collect funds for the erection of a 
cliurcli in 185% In  1860 tlie congregation be- 
gn~i to assemble regularly iu Elliot Hall, number- 
ing about tllree hundred. In 1867 the Catholic 
church was built, forty feet by seventy-six, aud 
dedicated November 17, 1867. In 1875 this 
cllurcli ms e ~ ~ l n r g d  by a trausept, forty feed by 



dghty, having galleries at  each a d ,  and furnish- 
ing accommodation for one thoasand worshippers. 

Newton Lower Falls is two miles distant from 
Newton Upper Falls, and has two dams, the upper 
of sixteen feet of water, the lower of six. Iron. 
mrb, a forge, and trip-hammer, were erected here 
iP 1704, when the water-power was first utilized. 
In Juoe, 1705, John Leverett, Esq., conveyed to 
John Hubbard, of Roxbury, four acres of land 011 

Charles River, a t  Newton Lower Falls, being tlie 

a. most useful and influential citizen of the tom, 
and his brother, Alexander H. Rice, Esq., ex-gov- 
eruor of the commonnealtli of binsmhusetts, for 
a long time supplied a 1  the p p r  for one of the 
most widely circulated daily joumls of Boston. - 
The growth of tlie village at tlie Lower Falls, pre- 
vious to tlie enjoyment of railroad facilities, was. 
very slow. 111 1800 tlie whole number of familier 
did not exceed eight or  ten. In 1823 them aem 
405 inhabib~~ts and about $3 dwelling-houses; in 
1837, -1.93 illhabitants and about 83 families; in 
1847, 560 inhabitants nnd about 103 tpmilies; 

same land whicl~ the proprietors of the common / in 1850, 627 inhabitauts and about l%l W 
md undivided lands in Cambridge grn~ited to him, nnd 80 dwelling-houses. 
and,the same which is now occupied by all the Public worship after the form of the Episcopal i mills on the Newton side of the river. In 1705 Churcl~ was first held ~ I I  lSewtoii Lower Falls in 
John Hubbarcl, merchant, of Boston, conveyed to 
his son, Nathaniel Hubbard, one half of the four- 
rcre lot above referred to, " together with half of 

the autumn of 181 1. Tlie meetings were a t  fint 
in the district school-house, and the service WM 

read by Mr. John R. Cotting. An Episcopal parish 
the im-works thereon, with two fire l~eartlis and I was organized April 7, 1812, and Major Solomon 
r hammer wheel, which said John Hubbad and 
Clsleb Church, of Watertown, are IIOIV building in 
partnership on said land, wit11 as much of tlie stream 
as may be necessary for said works, aitli half the 
dam, flume, Bead-wares, runuing and going gear, 
utensils and appurtennnces to the forge belonging." 
John Hubbanl died in 1717. 

In  1722 Nathaniel Hubbard, ill cossideration 

Curtis and Tliomas Dunnt were cl~ose~i wardha. 
A hall for worship was procured in a building ,at 
the mest corlrer of blain a d  Churcli streets. T4p . I 
society was incorlmrated by the,legisintnre of W 
sacliusetts in, June, 1813. Samuel Brown, a mer- 
cl~ant of Roston, presented to the society two acrea 
of land for a cliurcli and cemetery. The cornqr- 
stone of tlie cl~urch was laid September 29, 1813, 

of e140, conveyed to Jonathan Willard, bloomer, , and the cliurcl~ dedicated April 29, 1814, &v. 
of Newton, part of a t m t  of lalid purchased of Bishop Griswold officiating. Public worship '-s I John Leverett, with q smith's shop tlierqon. This I nftenr.ards conducted mai~il? by graduates of cam: 
bIr; Tllillanl liad occupied the smith's sliop as a bridge who were students in theolog, and by t k -  
tenant several years previous to his purcltase and ponry supplies, till Kovember 28, 1822, when 
partnership with Hubbard. Iie is said to have I Rev. A .  L. Baury was installed rector. Tlie Sun- 
been an ingenious, upright, n ~ d  coupcie~~tious man, I da!-school was Qrgr?ized in the spring of 1818. 
a d  the fint Baptist ia the to\r.n. He was the I Tile cliurch was enlarged in 1838, and the base- 
phcipal man of the iron-works and of the village i ment converted into a lecture-room. Mr. B a q  
for nearly half a centuy. He died in 1772, aged was rector till September, 1851. His s u q w o n  
ninety-five. Among tile \various kinds of business ; were Rev. Henry IVoorls, lY5l to 1853; -h. 
carried 011 here are iron-works, saw-mills, grist- Andrew Croswell, 1853 to 1856; Rev. Henry 
mills, snuff-mills, clotliing-mills, leather-mills, pa- I Burrouglls, 1850 to 1558 ; Rev. Benjanlin F. De 
per-mills, calico-printing, machine-shops, etc.; but Costa, 1859; Rev. \Tinslor IT. Serer, 1860 to 
the manufacture of ppe r  lias bee11 the p r i~~c ip l  1865; Rev. Josrpli Kidder, 1866 to 1568 ; Rev. 
businem for the last half-century, during which , Richard F. Put~~ain, 1869 to ,1875. Rev. He~iry 
eight or ten paper-mills have been in constant o p  
eration The first paj~r-mill was erected at the 
Lowem FaUs about 1700, by Mr. Jol~n Ware, 
brother of Dr. Henry Ware, Hollis Professor of 
Divinity in Harvanl University. The paper-mak- 

hlnckay, installed in 1876, is the present pastor. 
Tlie hLet1iodist C'l~urcl~ at Keuton Lower Fa& 

was organized ill 1867. 
West Newton, owing to the adoantag- of ita 

l-tion, but more to the enterprise of it; inhabi- 
ing business, in the progress of years, assumed I tants, early took s high psiti011 amolig the villages 
very important proportions. The mills. licre, under 1 of t l ~  town. The Lrge ~~\~qm-l ioux,  SO called, 
tbe aarpias of Thomas Rice, Epq., for many .yeus a still rbbdiilg, sliows the phce to have betn an 4- 
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portant one a t  nn lmdy period. Mnny stage- 
coaches, pnssing regularly through the village from 
towns, farther ny t ,  gavc it pmstige. W11en tlie 
Boston and IVorccster Rnilrod ~ r a s  constructed, 
ib station at \Vest Newton gave the citizens of all 
the vicinity greater facility of goins back a~id  forth 
to the metropolis, and very soon suggested the possi- 
bility of doills Lusiuess in tlie city, and a t  tlie same 
time enjoying $lie repose and the liealtliful atmos- 
phere of tlie county. Tlu Fuller .\cademy, tlie 
first normal school, the model scl~ool, a ~ ~ d  tlie fact 
that the town-meetiug were held at \Vest Newton 
altemtely aitli tlie meetin3 nt Xewton Chitre, 
contributed still more to tlie growtli of the villai~e. 

The fik meetinp lieid by U~~itarians ill West 
Newton took place in the summer of 1844 in tlie 
ball of the hotel, but were disco~~tinued in August. 
Tliey were revived agniii in 1847, and held iu the 
rillage hall. Among the prominent enrly mem- 
bers were Willia~n Parker, Esq., and kon. Homce 
b i n .  fiev. Arthur B. Fuller spent three months 
in West Newton i ~ i  1817 -48, and aided in 
gatheri~ig, t b  society. The first ps tor  was Rev. 
~i l l irrm Qrne Wbite, who was ordained in the vil- 
lage hall November 18,1848. The first commu~iion 
urvice pns held January 7, 1849. After two 

Mr. White resigned liis office n~id removed to 
b e ,  N. H., where lie was p s to r  twenty-seven 

Rev. Willinm H. K~mpp was pastor from 
. 1881 to 1853, aud the uert year Rev. C. E. Halges 

en& to preach oil & b h d  aftenloons at West 
Newtou, mid Sabbatli forenoons in Wntertown. 
Rer. Washington Gilbert followed for two yenn, 
Bev. Josepli A. Allen for two years, Rev. W. H. Sn- 
yav for three ears, Joli~i C. Zacchos for two yenrs, 
and later, Rev. Fmncis Tiffany. After worshipping 
in the village lull tliirtee~~ yena, the prcseut cl~urcli 
&ce was built, aud dedicated Xovcmber 1.1-,1860. 
. TAG Bapli*l C/L!rrclb nt West Xeatoa \\*as organ- 

ized in Newtonville, December 1, 1S53, and held 
meetings in Tremo~it Hall severul years. The first 
pastor was Rev. Joseph M. Gnves; tile secoud, 
Bev. B. A. Edwards. In Jlnrc11, 1SG0, their un- 
finislied. liouse of worul~ip, built of brick, now the 
Metliodht Cliurch of Weatonville, m s  sold on 
account of emhmssments, and the meetings were 
suspended till June, lSGG, alien the cl~urcli was 
reorganized nt \Vest Xeaton, sen-iccs bring held in 
the villnge hall, and the pulpit supplied by students 
of the Theological Institution. Tlre clrurcl~ ali fice, 
near Lincoln Park, was dedicateti in August, 1871. 
Tbe partoa since the reorgnnizntiotr Imre k n  Rev. 

Bnlpli Bowles, 1866 - 18b8 ; Rev. R. 8.' 3amesJL 
1860 - 1870 ; Rev. IV. hf. Lisle, formerly'missiou- 
nry to Siam, 1370 - 1875 ; Rev. T. B. Hollnud, 
1375 - 1878. blt. HoIolln~id (lied in office. 
h 1874 about twe1lty c o l o d  p n o n s  in West 

Newton fonned n cl~ureh, dcnomirmtd the bIyrtle 
Baptist Cliurcl~. They erectecl a small cl~apel 
(dedicated in June, 1875), and so011 i~~crcnse<\ in 
number to one liux~dml nnd cigl~teen. Rev. Eel- 
mund Kelly was p t o r  one year. 

Father 3ficliael Dol;ln took clinrge of a m n g q -  
tion of about two Lundred perso~~s of the nomau 
Catliolic persunsion in Boydeli I.Inll, Newton Imer 
Falls, and wit11 these perso~~s in 1874 - 75, a t  a 
cost of about $15,000, he built o church on IYnslr- 
ington Street, now St. Bernard's CPtl~olic Cliurel~, 
West Newton, near Tjnmlu Park. 

TIE village of Aubudale  originated in a sng- 
gestiou of tlie Rev. Dr. Lyman Gilbert to tlte late 
Rev. C. D. Pigeon (gndunted nt Harvnd U.uiversity, 
1818, died 1872). \Vhile Newto~ivillc vas, only a 
0ng.station on the Boston and Worcester Railrond, 
and its growth iras all iu tlie future, Dr. Gilbert 
casually remarked to Mr. Pigeon that Ile anticipated 
that it would come to be a place of importance, 
and that money invested in land at that locrrlity 
would prove n success. l i e  believed tliat'if R small 
nuinber of persons, from five to eight, wouk(1 pur- 
c h w  season-tickets between that ~miut nud Boston, 
wit11 the intention of making daily trips to tlie city, 
tho milroad corporation would make it a rcgulnr 
stopping-place, n~id thus it would soon become the 
nucleus of a considerable villnge. Mr. Pigeon, a 
desccahnt of Jolin Pigeon, whose name h m e  
famous at the begi~ining of tlie ~vblut ionary War 
as the stnt~cli pntriot who gnve two field-pieces to 
tlie to~rn of Newton, said to liimaelf, '' And wliy 
not elso n siinilnr station on the same conditions 
a mile or two farther westward?" where the home 
of liis ancestors was still standing. Acting on the 
thought, his plan nns formed, and ~uburndale be- 
gan to be. Tlie first importnnt enterprise in that 
1)" of the town was the erection of the h e l l  
Femnlc Seminary. Nu~nerous residents soon be- 
gnu to coine in. 

The Congregaliotml Cinrcd, in Anbarndale, was 
organized November 14, 1850, wit11 thirty-thne 
members. T l~e  l~nll of the Lasell Semi l in~  mi 
placed at the dielmsnl of the cliurch for two Fean 
after its orpnizaiioii, and the religious services wore 
conducted in tun1 by seven1 midcnt ministen,- 
Rev. Sewall Hnrdiug, Rev. J. E. Waodbridge, a d  
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I Rev. M. G. Wheeler. Tim church edifice was M i -  
atd m 1857, aud llns been since enlarged. Tlie 
paston have been Rev. E. W. Clark, 1857 - 1861 ; 
Bev. A. 11. Cnrrier, 1864 - 1Y66 ; and Rev. Calviu 
Cutler, instnlled iii ?day, 1867. 
.TIM Cctrlencrry Hliodist O~trrdb, at Auburn- 

hie, origiliated in meetitigs first lield iu August, 
1560, hi private Iiouses, and aftenvards iii an 
ui~occupiecl school-liouse. Tlie first sermon by 
a Metliodist -clergyman, pmclieil in the inter- 
ests of Metliodism in this part of Newton, was 
by Wv. George IV. hlansfield, November 18, 
1S6Q. The sacnnient of the Lord's Supper was 
firat ' admipisterd by Rev. L. P. Frost, of \\'nl- 
tham, December 1, 1860. Tlie Sabbath school 
was commenced. January 27, 1861. The cliurcli 
was organized, nit11 twelve members; May 25, 
1862. The place of worsliip whicli had been oc- 
cupied by the society was burncd July 2.2, 1865. 
The corneratone of tlie new cliapel was laid De- 
ccmber 25, 1866, and the chapel dedicated Nay 
25, 1867. 
- Episcopal wonhip was lield in a hall standing 
near tlie corner of Auburn a ~ ~ d  Lesir~,nton streets, 
Auburndale, as early as 1808. This hall was 
afterwards bunied. A ineetiug was held to organ- 
ize tlie prisli at tlie liouse of Jeremiali dlletl, 
West Kewtoii, September 8, 1871. Regular set- 
vices were first lield in tlie village Iiall, West New- 
ton, July 16, 1871, and coi~ti~iued from tliat date, 
e i t h r  iu tlie saine lull, the U~ritariali Cl~urcli, or 
the chapel of Lasell Seminar!, Auburiidale. 111 

July, 1872, Rev. C. S. Lester became the first 
rector, and rcsi3ncd in Ifarch, 1873. EIe was 
succeeded by Rev. 11. W. Fay nl~d Rev. Fmn- 
cis I\'. S~nitli. Tlrc ilalnc of the society tvns 
clrnnged, April 16, 1877, from the C'hurcli of tlie 
31css1ali of I\'cst Ke~vtoo to tile Cliurch of tlie 
AIess~aIi of .West TSewton a i d  Aubur~idale. Tlie 
services havc since bee11 lield iii tlre c11a1)el of 
tlie Li~scll qSemi~iary. hlr. Smitli rcsig~~etl Octo- 
bcr, 1877. 

111 April, 1635, a strip of land 011 tlic sautli sidc 
of Chhrlds River two Iiundrcd rods in leligtli and 
sixty rods in bmdtlr, near tlie locn~ion of the 
bridge subsequc~itl~ erected, was ~ e t  apart to \\'a- 
tertorn,. thus givii~g to I\-aterto\r~i sercnt!.-five 
acres on tlie solitli sidc of t l~c river. In 1705, 1?\. 
mutual nmngemeiit, tliis space ~vas iacrmscd to 
eighty-eight acres. Tl~e  \vlrolc Icngtli of the river- 
bounds of Newton, from 1679 to lSS8, was fifteen 
mil= and fifty-one rods; the al~olc length of its 

I land-bounds, nine miles minus fifty-om rods. 
Tlie wl~ole lei~gtli of its land niid water born& 
together, in 1893, was twenty-four miles, and the 
town contained an area of 14,615 acres. 111 1858, 
1,800 ncres from the south part of tile town were 
ceded to Rosbury, and ill 1849, 640 acres from 
the aortTiwest part to IValthnm, reducing tlie area 
to 12,073 acres. Covering, gcognpliiclllly, t wide 
area, as it did in the beginning, its villages were 
mainly disposed around tlie circumference, and t L  
actual centre of tlie t o ~ m  was left nearly in its 
native wildness, until in the latest times it has been 
covered by an Irisli population. 

In 1660 tlie bridge was built across Charlea 
River called tlie G m t  Bridge, connecting t l d  
north and south sides of the river. It was re- 
p a i d  a few yenrs later, the timber being used for 
that purpose \vhicli bad been prepred to fence the' 
towrii with a stockade as n protectioa against the 
assaults of India11 iiirrders, - tlie termibtiou of 
King Philip's War and tlie l~umiliation of the sav- 
age tribes renderi~~g sucl~ a defence no long- 
ii-ary. XII 1690 tliis bridge was rebuilt at the 
joint eslxnse of Cambridge 'atid Nciytou, with 
some aid from tlie public treasury. It  IS a c m  
this bridge that tlie tmops of Lord Percy marched 
on tlie 19th of April, 1775, to meet their hnmil- 
ioting defeat at Co~icod and Lexington. The 
American patriots took up the flooring of the bridge 
to prevent Petq's advance, laying t l~e  plalikq in 
a pile not far away, that they lniglit be coaveu- 
ieritl~ restored wlien tlic danger *was 1)nst. But 
Lord Percy's Inen -11 fouiid them ali~l rel>facd 
them. Tliis is tlie bridgc in Cnmbridge over 
Cliarles River which has been long known IU 

Brigl~toll Biidge, coiinecting, as it does, tlie tow~u 
of Cambridge a d  Srigliton. Befom tlie emtion 
of Cambridge Bridge (\Test Boston Bridge), t L  
tralcl from Cambridge lmrsed, by tliis bridge, 
througli Brookline niid Boxbury, over the n&k, 
to Boston. 

Iu 1741 mention is made of a bridge at  New- 
ton Upper Falls, called Cook's Bridge, unitiug 
Xewtoli wit11 Nedlinm. In 1 7 U  tlie records . 
sped  of a bridge bet~vcen Kewton nlld \\'eston. 
In 1753 a new briiipe was completed between 
tl~ese towns, iiinety-eiglit and- two tliinls feet in 
leagtli. In 1761 a bridgc was built between 
iYcnton and Waltliaiii, at tlie joint erpcnse of 
the tao  towns. I t  cost tlie town of Newton 
2 12 16 8. 5 d., much of tlic timber for tlie struc- 
ture having beeu given for the purpose by private 
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parties. In 1765 the town voted to build one 
half the bridge called Kenrick's Bridge, the name 
being due to the fsd thnt the land of Jolin Ken- 
rick, oue of the tint settlers of Newton, was ill 
,this immediate vicinity. The bridge 011 Hojlston 
Stnet was built in co~lnection with t l ~  h s t o ~ l  
and Worcester Turnpike in 1809. A bridge at 
the North Village was built by the Messn: Betnis 
betweeh 1790 aud 1796. Tllc bridge ou Keed- 
ham Avenue was built at tlie same time with that 
higltrray, in 1876. Tlie tirst br idg a t  Newton 
Lower Fnlh was eollst~cted previous to 1726. 

The spirit of enterprise on one Imad, and tlie 
desire for greater convenie~ice on tlie other, which 
characterized the people of Newton from the be- 
ginning, and led them, in the earliest tiines to seek 
wpamtion from Cambridge, coiitiuued to oprate 
at n later period. Severnl famities at the soutli 
part of the town, finding that they were uearer to 
the ~ t i n g - l i o u s e  in Boxbury thau toAtheir o m ,  
petitioned to be set dff to tlint torn for the pur- 
poses of public worship; and aftcr much debate 
and opposition their petition was granted. ITIien 
the meeting-house of the First Parish Church was 
b d t  in ib present location, tlie decision and the 
purchase of tk land were preceded by long-con- 
ti~lued and earnest inquiries as to the geographical 
ap t r e  of the tom, tlle comparative distalice from 
that point of tlie various families in the outskirts, 
the number of fnmiliea attetltling worship in ench 
portioli of the towr, ancl the possibility of provid- 
ing for the equal rights aud privileges of all. Alid 
it was in consequence of tliese iequiries and the 
result of them, that the town determined to pur- 
chase of Jir. Nntllatiiel Parker, hi 1716, the laud 
on which the cliurcli edifice Itas stood without 
opposition from that date to the present time. In 
the earliest days of Newton this land was part of 
tlie estate of Mr. Jonathan Hyde. The course of 
events in later times has slio\vn that tlie fathers 
of the town, unwittingly, formed a wise decision 
which entitles them to the gratitude of posterity. 

In the period extending from 1858 to 1845, the 
question of tlie division of the torn into two in- 
dependent organizations was warmly contested. 
Two or more lines of division were nt differeut 
times proposed, pnrtly nitli .reference to geograplii- 
cal extent, partly ~ritli refere~lce to populntion nlld 
the location of the different vilhges in the' town. 
Owing to the peculiar configuration of Kewton, 
and the disposal of most of its villnges at that 
period nearly on the circumference, because of the 

water privileges on C J m k  Ever on the one lund, 
and tlie eorivenienca cnated by railway stations 
along the liue of the Boston and Albnny Railroad 
on tlie otlier, many favored a division. Otliers 
,preferred to rernnill a united pople, maintaining 
tllot I ~ O  line of division could be drawn which 
would be alike equitable to the opnizatiotu 
formed on mcll side of it. Some favored division, 
but were not sntis6al with any of the lines pro- 
posed. Petitions and counter-petitions to tlie 
towu proved unavailiug. petitions were numer- 
ously signed and presented to tile legislature of 
Mnssachusetts, advocated, contested, accepted, re- 
jected. Among tlie champions ill favor d division 
who were most foruarcl in debate was Mr. Set11 
Davis, of West Newton; 011 tlie other side were 
Rev. Samuel Skinner, tlteti residiiig at Onk Hill, 
and the late Tllomas Edmands, Esq., of Newton 
Centre, all good and true men and upriglit citizens, 
and conscientious in the advocacy of tlieir several 
views. The pople were instructed by the earnest 
and excited discussion Sometimes a compmmise 
wns made. A vote was pas& to lldd tlie town- 
meetiilgs half the time at the Res t  Parish and lmlf 
tlre time at the Centre. Then, a11 armngement was 
elrtered into to ue t l ~  lull of Fuller Academy, for 
town purposes, alternately wit11 a new tom-hall to 
be erected at tlie east part of the t o m ;  and in 
conforlnity wit11 this vote n hall was erected near 
Newton Centre, 011 Centre Street, opposite the 
building formerly used as the meeting-house of 
the First Baptist Clrurclr. Uuder the nllcielit sys- 
tem of town governments and prislies in the 
state of bla,umcllusetts, when the piisli  and the 
town \rere one, tlie meetiag-house was the propkrty 
of the tbm, atid the natural alld rightful place 
for tlie to~ru-meetings. But when the prish' 
and tlie town became seprate organizations, alld 
the people were gntliered itlto several parishes 
in tlie same tom,  each erectiug its o m  clrurclr 
edifice, no parish was any longer under obligatioli 
to supply n place for the town-meetings to the 
entire town. Tlle First Parish about this time 
objected to the holding of the town-meeting in 
their place of ronliip, which 110 longer belonged 
to the town, but to a sinsle society; and tltis 
nction doubtless urged tlie citizens to a definitive 
settlement of the difficulty. About this time n 
votc \\ens pssed to hold all tlie tom-meetings at 
West Kewton. The torn-hall that had been built 
at Newton Centre was, after an interval, removed to 
tlre lrortlreast corner of Station and Centre stneb; 
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md uaed by tllc people as a village ball for lec- 
kulcs and public meetings, receiving the name of 
Lyccum Hall. I t  was nftenrsds removed again 
to r point nearer the railroad station, and be- 
m e  a stable, and was ultimately bunled. When 
the sew church of tlie \Vest Parish Society wan 
built on its present site, thc old ~neeting-house, re- 
m o p d  o few feet westward, was re~uodelld as a 
town-hall. After Newton becanie a city, tlie same 
building, again n l t e d  rind nllarged, and fitted to 
the wants of the severnl municipal offices, was 
thmfonuecl into the city hall. An ~ncreasing 
population a d  new elements alnollg tlie people, the 
system of graded xlioola, an improved police, an 
ef6cient fin department, pride in the liistory of the 
town, and a more equable growtli in all its pr ts ,  
exercised a unifying influence ; and the division 
of the t o m  has been not only no more mooted but 
no more desired. And its presellt status as a 
united oity, as a culminating argument, has made 
it fiually and indisputably one. 

THE NEWTON THEOLOGICAL TNSTITC'TION. 

THIS institution was opned in 1825, under the 
patronage of the Baptist denomination. The land 
Sn Newton (;lentre on al~icli the builtlings are sit- 
u t e c l  was formerly the estate of Mr. Jolli~ Peck. 
Wtruct ion  in the institution was first give11 in a 
liouse, since removed, on a lot ]lest west of tile 
Harback House, near the ju~lction of Wan1 Street 
aid T\'averley Avenue. Tl~e  first officer in the in- 
stitution was Professor Irah Chase. The first class 
qliich graduated consisted of but two meinkrs, 
Eli 13. Smith and John E. Weeton. Tile territory 
belonging to tile. institntioa nt tile beginuiag con- 
sisted of about eighty acres of Lid, and was after- 
uanls enhrgetl by the purchase of forty additional, 
bounded by Pound Lane (Cypress Street) on tlie 
soutl~, Centre Street on the rest, n11d Station Street 
on the north, including the present school-house 
lot and the site of many fine residences on streets 
since laid out. The comely mansion-l~ouse \vIiich 
stood on tlie crown of tlie hill was used in the 
early h j s  of the institution for a steward's rcsi- 
dence and boardinghouse for students. Tllc attic 
story, containing four dormitories for students, 
used to be denominated "the crow's nest." A 
s t r a n p  011 a certnin occasion, dluding to the 
breezy situntion of the building and tile cupola on 
it, perhaps also to tlie annunl grist of ~ o u i ~ g  men 
sent forth from its lulls, pleasantly asked the Rev. 

Mr. Qrafton, who was a man of wit, if that build- 
itig was a mill. IIc replied, " h'ot exactly ; I never 
heard of but one peck being groul~d them." The 
humor is explained by the fact t l~at  Nr. Peck ex- 
pended a great deal of m o l q  in adorning a ~ d  
developing the estnte, from which lie never received 
any returns; and the ~~eiglibors used to a l l  the 
place Peck's, Folly. Two houses for the use of 
professors were built on tile south side of Institu- 
tion Avenue, about half-way from the sumn~it of the 
hill to the Common ; they have since been removed 
to Cypress Street, mid remodelled. h third house 
for tlie same purpose sns built near the rest l i ~ m  
of tile original estate, first occupied by Rev. B. 
Sears, D. D., nnd no r  by Gustarus Forbes, Esq. 
Tlie follo\ving have been professors in the institu- 
tion: Rev. Ira11 Chase, D. D.; Rev. Henry Jones 
Ripley, D. D.; Rev. James Davis Knowles, A. M.; 
Rev. Barnns Sears, D. D.; Rev. Horatio Balch 
Hacket t, D. D.; Rev. Robert Ereretb- Pattison, 
D. D.; Rev. Albert N. Arnold, D. D.; Rev. George 
D. B. Pepper, D. D.; Rev. Alval~ Hovey, D. D.; 
Rev. Galusha Anderson, D. D.; Rev. Oakman S. 
Steams, D. D.; Rev. Heman Lincolu, D. D.; Rev. 
Artl~ur S. Train, D. D.; Rev. Ezra Palnier Gould, 
A. 31.; Rev. Samuel Lunt Caldnell, D. D.; h. 
E. B. Andrews, D. D. 

At the close of half a century from the planting 
of the institution, it appeared that tlie d o l e  num- 
ber of students in tlie institution, whose names art 
recorded in tlie historical catnlogue, was six hun- 
dred and ninetj-nine, of whom, nt that date, one 
hundred and seventy-two had died. Of the whole 
number, about fiftpfive have been, for a longer or 
sl~orter time, presidents or professors of colleges or 
theological seminaries, and fiftj-four - more than 
one for each year of the existence of the institu-. 
tion- 11ad served as missionaries in foreign lands. 
And of these, one, Rev. JOIIII Ta~lor  Jones, tram- 
lated the New Testament into tlie Siamese Inn- 
guage ; another, &v. Francis hhson, tnirslated 
the \vhole Bible into the S p u  Karen, and a third, 
Rev. Durlin L. Brayton, the \vhole Bible into tlle 
P~vo Karen, languages of Burmd ; a fourth, Rev. 
JosiaL Goddard, translated into Chinese the whole 
Xew Testament and three books of tile Pentateuch. 
Many of the alumni have been widely known 
editors, writers, nnd translators, " and the volumes 
slricl they Inve given to the public would.make 
a library wortliy of any nun's attention." The 
casl~ p i d  for tile original estate was 84,250 ; ex- 
pense for alterations and repairs, 53,748.45 ; total, 



4 7,998.45.' Besides the subscription to pay this 
miount, a sinking fund m s  instituted at the be- 
ginning to pay tile sahries of tlie first professors, 
a d  af tekrds  a 8100,000 fund, a 5200,000 
fund, and rr library building fu~id of about 
$40,0b0. Seveml acres of the estate lurve been 
sold for building purposes ; tl~ese lwrtioas ark on 
the west, bordering on tlie Common and Centre 
Street, extending the wvhole distance from Cypress 
k t  to Stntioli Street; ni~d on the north, border- 
ing on Station Street, and including seveml streets 
which have been hid out within the territory, 
epecially;Chnse Street, Bipley Street, and I(liow1es 
Street, named in honor of the first three professors. 

. 'The comer-stone of the Eliot Clinrch edifice, 
Newton, was laid 3farch 19,1845, with religions 
services. The building \nu cledicated July 1, 
1845, and the cliurch organized the snme day. 
The churcli was composed of tliirtj-seven members, 
of &om thirty-one were from the First Pnrisli 
Cl~urcll in Xeston Centre. Tlie name of Hoti. 
William' Jacksou 11eads the list, and liis influence 
and counsel were nt tlre. foundatio~i of this impr- 

tant mensure. William S. Leavitt, the first pastor, 
was ordained December 3,1845, and was clisrnis.4, 
at his own request, November 8, 1853. In  llm 
spring of 1849,.the kousc of n-onhip, being iiisrrffi- 
cient to accommdate the illcreasing coapgation, 
was enlarged by the addition of twent!-eight pews, 
making the wllole nulnber ninety-two, and re- 
opened for public services May 13, 1849. The 
second p t o r ,  Rev. Lyma Cutler, was installed 
October 25,1854 ; but his lienlth declined rapidly 
from the time of lus settlement. He was able to 
preach but once a day for eiglit successive Snbbatl~r ; 
he administered the scmment tllo first Sabbath in 
Jnnimry,' 1855, and then asked for a suspension of 
his labors for three months, al~icll was gmnted. But 
he continued to decline, and died April 28, 1855. 

June 11, 1856, Rev. 3. W. \Vellman ms in- 
stalled pnstor, and remninecl in offtee about seven- 
teen yenrs. The old cliurc11-building was removed 
a few rods northerly, and converted into a public 
Iiall, and the present house of worship, ou the 
orih61ial site, was commel~ced about January 1, 
1860. Tlle corner-stone was laid on the day of the 
state Fast, April 5, 1860, and tlie cllurcli nlu dedi- 
cated ou the followiug Fast-day; April 4, 1861. 



The next pastor was Rev. S. W. Freeland, who 
remained in service about three yearn. 

Tic Chuning CRnrch, at Newton Comer, had 
its origin in meetings held by a few persons of the 
Unibrim faith in Union Hall. The society was 
form4 September 2,1851, and the Sabbath-school 
n u  orgndzed in April, 1852, thc late Dr. Hesry 
Bigelow being snperintendent. The Rev. Convers 
Francis, professor in the Divinity School at Cam- 
bridge, suj~plied tlic society wit11 preaching. Jan- 
uary 3, 1853, Rev. Josepl~ C. Smith, Calvin 
Bniley, and Samuel G. Simpkills were appointed to 
prepare a form expressive of their common laitli 
and fellovship. T l~c  first pastor of tlie -wiety was 
the Rev. Jowpll C. Sn~it l~,  r h o  preached tlie last 
e m o n  in Ui~ion llill, and the dedication sermon 
of tile new houw of ~vorsliil) erected for tlie society,. 
ill Februnr~, 1856. Tlie churcl~ \ras orpnizetl in 
February, 1 Y X .  Xr. Smith supplietl t l~e  pulpit 
four years, rind then, on account of fniling health, 
Ile left, and snilcd for t l~c Sandwicl~ Islands, 
wllere 11e died in December, 1857. His remains 
were brought to this country, and rest in the 
Newton Gmetery. Tlie second ps tor  was Rev. 
Edu-ad J. Youag, a110 \ n s  ordeiued June 18, 
1837, and resigned hfnrcl~ 16, 1869, to become 
professor in tlle Divi~iity School of Ilarvard Uni- 
venity. Nay 30, ISGO, tlic cl~urch edifice was ' 

struck by lightning, but the fluid pssed into the 
grouud, doing but little clunnge to tlw building. 
Bew. Eli Fny, tlre third pstor, was installccl 
May 4, 1870, and resiged hIarcli, 1873. Ile 

Indian settlement, and here they buried their dead. 
The jaw of one, whicli was in perfect preservation, 
with the full number of teeth, and double dl 
round, was placed in the box lvhicll was sealed and 
deposited under the corner-stone. Tile coins, it is 
said, are believed to hare been made during the 
reign of George I., bearing the date of 1730 or 
1729. There sere also two or three arrow-lieads. 

The co~nrnu~iion service was given to the church 
in April, 1866, by hfessrs. Quiucy and Hamood. 
Tlie pastors hare commenced service as follows: 
Rev. G. Robbins, June 30, 1860 ; Jeremiah Chap 
lin, April 20, 1862 ; Jolin Tucker, Jr., Octo- 
ber 31, 1865; Thomas S. Samson, Nay 1, 1873. 

The cl~arch edifice \\-as dedicated in the autumn 
of 1864. In April, 1874, ten yearn later, the 
folloaing statistics were recorded : Ileceived up 
to date, b! baptism, seventy-eight; by letter, one 
lirlndred and fifty-seven; by experience, five; to- 
tal, two hundred and forty. hIenibers, April 14, 
1874, one l~undred and forty-six. The largest 
number admitted in any one year hitherto (1874) 
was twenty-nine. 

Grace Cllttrclr.-The first services of the E p b  
cop1 Church in this part of Scnton were lield in 
the old Union Hall, hlay SO, 1855. The parish 
was organized in tlie parlor of Stephen Perry, Esq., 
father of the preserit Rev. William S. Perry, Bishop 
of Io~ra. hlr. Perry's house stood on the east side 
of the street leading to ITatertow~i Bridge. An . 
Episcopal parisll sns organized September 25, 
1855. Rev. T. T. Fales, for many years rector of 

was followed by Rev. George IV. Ilos~ner, D. D., ( the Episcolml Churcli in nraltliam, was indted to 
formerly president of Antiocli College, Ohio, w!io ' becolne the first rector, but tlecli~cd. Tl;e call was 
commenced his service Xovernber 14, 1873, being tl~en extended to Rev. Jol~n Singleton Copleg 
a t  that time \vitl~in two weeks of threescore years 
and ten. In 1867 thc l~ouse of worship was en- 

G m ~ a ,  so11 of the late Gardiner Greeue, Esq., of 
Boston, who accepted the charge. He commei~ced 

la@ by being sawed iuto tao parts; a i~d the back his service in January, 1856, gave liberally towards 
part was removed soutl~wanlly towards the liue the erection of tlic cl~npel, and built the school-how 
of the railmad and the vacant spce  refilled. I and rectory at liis o~vn expense. The com~r-stone 

Baptist Clltircll, Armlor Cor~ler. -Public wor- ' of the chapcl, at tlie corner of Washington and 
ship mas f is t  held by se\.eral members of Baptist Hovey streets, opposite the Baptist Church edi- 
aburches residing in Ke\vton Corncr, in the village fice, \\-as laid Jlay 28, 1858, and the church, de- 
1~11, in the spring of 1850. The church was organ- I signed to accommodate about tno hundred nnd 
i-red June 7,1860, \ritli twenty-one members. The twenty-five Ilmrers, cost not far,from 34,000. &fa 
ohnrch edifice was built on the corner of I'inshi~~p- Grcene resiened his office in 18G4, after n service. 
ton and llovey streets, in 1S64. Five Indian slirl- of nearly nine !.ears. The second rector was Rev. 
ctons and seven1 ancient copper coins were t u r ~ ~ t d  I P. 11. Steenstn, who held office from Norembcs 
up by the laborers in d i d n g  the cellar for the / 1864, till J u l ~  1, 1860, and was followed by Rev; 
building. The remains were found in different Henry hIa~er. The foukli rector ms Rev Jo- 
prb of the ground, about two feet below thc sur- aepli S. Jenckes, from Jnly, 1872, to September, I face. This spot was pmbably once the seat of an , 1874; and the fifth, &v. Georgc IV. Shinn, fmm 
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~&mry, 1875, to the present date The comer: 
stoqe ~f the present churcli e d i f i ~  was laid Sep 
tember 4, 1.87flJ - the stone being the same stone 
wedtin the foundation of the church-building on 
washing to^\ nnd Hovey streets. Tlie cost of the 
church, including the Iqnd, was about 5)105,000. 
The' new cliurch was used for public worship the 
0nt Sabbath in December, 1873. The old church- 
building was afterwards sold, and removed to Wa- 
tertown. The chime of bells was the gift of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Tmll Eldridge, who presented the money 
on Christmas Da?, Jhernber 25, 1872. The 
bells, with the framework on which they cat, 
weigh about 8,300 pounds, arid cost $4,400. 
The la* bell weighs 2,140 pounds. 

Jf..onirt Chtirch, Nmfon Corner. - Union 
Hall was him1 as a place for meetii~gs for tlw 
Methddist people of Newton Corner, Febrnary 1, 
1864. ,Rev. Dr. Chbleigli, editor of Zeds Her- 
a@, was the fint preacher. The society was or- 
gwiized April al, 1864, the constituent memben 
being twenty iii number. The land on which the 
church is erected was originally low and wet, and the 
whole tract, about two acres, WRS filled. The cost 
of the church, includi~ig tlie land, ~vss about 89,000. 
I t  dedicated September 26,1867. The follow- 
ing have been the pastors: Rev. C. Cromack, Rev. 
C. 8. Bogers, Rev. S. F. Jones, Rev. A. A. Wright, 
Rev. Fred. Wood, Rev. W. E. Huntington, and 
Bev. 8. Jackson. 

Uuiveraadi~t CArrrcA. - A society existed for 
rereral years called the Newton and Watertoun 
Ui~ivenalist Society, whose meeting-house stood it1 
Watertown, north of the border-line of Newton. 
The churcli edifice was dedicated August 15,1827, 
and the church formed March 16, 1828. The 
memben were thirteen in number, nine belonging 
to Newton a~id  four to water ton^. The society 
ras served by about fourteen successive pastors, 
md 5nally dissolved about 1566. The church- 
building was sold for n scliool-house, and still oc- 
cupies it3 original location. The tower was removed, 
and the bell sold to the Second Baptist Church in 
Newton (Upper Falls), and is still in use by thnt 
sociee. The communion filrniture was formerly 
tha property of the First Universalist Churcl~ in h s -  
tori (comer of Hnnover and Xorth Bennett streets, 
now the 8eamen's Betliel), and one of tlie cups was 
brought from England by Rev. John Murray. 
This society may be regarded as the becinning of 
the Universalist Society now at ~ewtoa;ille. 

Not long after the railroad to Woonsocket was 

completed as far as Nee$ham, the pulae qf Me 
began to stir a t  a point in Newton intermediate 
between Nelnton Centre and Newton Upper Falls.' 
This localit! had been the seat in former yearn of 
the well-know1 Bacon Tavern, a place ,of consid- 
erable resort, and also of the Slitchell Tavern, kept 
afterwards by Mr. Mancy Thomton, The, inter- 
section of several streets, the Worcester Tnmipike, 
now Boylston Street, the Dedham b a d ,  now 
Centre Street, nnd the old Shtirburne Boad, ren- 
dered it n situation of importarlce in the days of 
stage-coaches, teaming, winter singing-schools and 
sleiglirides, clubs and merry-makings. On the 
location of the railroad a station was planted' hen, 
and some enterprising gentlemen purchased land 
and began to lay out streets in anticipiion of 
future growth. The name of the station rn suc- 
cessively Oak Hill, Keewton Dale, then Oak Hill 
again, and finally Nelnton Highlands. The level 
lnnd, stretching for a long distance in every 
direction, is well adapted for building purposes, 
demanding little or no expense for grading; and 
the facilities for reaching the neighboring city of 
Boston so011 attracted a considerable population. 
As ia all tlie early towns of New England, so in this 
new village, the church and tlie acscbbol came a t  the 
beginning. Oue of the public xhooh of the bmr ,  
the Hyde School, was erected at  a central point. 

The CougregationaC CAtircA here originated in 
meetings fint held in Fmiharn's Hall, in November, 
1871. A church edifice and chapel wen erectkd irk 
1872. For a considerable time the meetings were 
held in the chapel; the church WRS finished d dedi- 
cated in 1875. The land on wlrich it stands was tire 
gift of Moses Crafts, Esq. The cost of the house 
ans about $16,000. The church was organized 
June 13, 1872, composed of twenty-ven mem- 
bers, of whom twenty-three were disrhissed for the 
purpose from the First Church in Newton. The 
fint pastor was Rev. 8. H. Dana, who was or- 
dained October 9, 1872. Mr. Dana held office till 
Map, 1S77, when he resigned. The second pastor 
\vns Rev. G. G. Phipps. Deacons, James F. C. 
Hyde, Samuel N.'Woodward, Albert F. Hayward; 
members, Februarv, 1878, Aft:-six. 

CAestnlrt Hilt! Ciapel, with the school-how 
attached, was given by the late Thomas Lee, Esq., 
to the families residing at  Chestnut Hill. The 
pmprty was placed in the atn of trustees, with 
authority to sell it and devote the proads to 
charity when it should be no longer anp.byed for 
religious or educational p u r p  The Ioridy 



m organized in 1861, and the chapel dedi- 
ated to Christian worsliip October 2, 1861. The 
first pastor was Bev. William A. Whitwell, who 
remined pastor till his death in 1865. He was' 
succeeded by Rev. Artemas Bowers Muzzey and 
Mr. Buckiugham. 

Unitarian CAnrch, Nwbn Centre. - 111 the 
autumn of 1877 persons attached to :lie Unitarian 
hi&, belonging in Newton Centre and nlewton 
Highlads; comqoencetl Iioldiug wowliip ill tile lull 
in White's Block, Station Street, near the railroad 
depot. The first service was held on Sabbath, 
Noveinber 11, 1877. Rev. Dr. Rufus P. Steb- 
bins was called as the first pastor, and regular 
worship has been maintained since tlie above date. 

Chap2 at ~ ~ o r n ~ o ~ z v i l l e .  - Thompso~iviIle, s 
village haQ a mile sout1iea.t of Newt011 Centre, 
acq& its name from the name of Mr. Thomp- 
son, a laboring man, who lived a kind of hermit 
life in that locality. A few families, chiefly Get- 
mans, became =idents of the place, and a room 
was h i d  at  the expense of'members of the First 
Baptist Church, ruid a Sabbath-school commenced 
March 6, 1867. The  umber present was forty- 
five. The chapel was erected during the following 
summer, and dedicated November 9, 1867. .it 
the close of eleven years, i t  was stated that no 
Sabbath had passed without a public service. hi- 
cluding the cost of the cliapel, up to Jlarch 31, 
1878, $1,700 hnd bee11 laid out to sustain the 
chapel and school, and a quarterly collection taken 
up in the First Baptist Church supplied the funds. 
It was in this immediate viciliity that t!le Kew 
Light excitement commend nearly a hundred 
vears before, which was among tlie elements lead- 
ing to the formatio~l of the c l i ~ ~ ~ h  IIOW holding 
out ib helping hand to support this ,missioa. 
- . The Central Conyrer~afional Clriirch, Ahton- 
nille, grew out of n nei?;l~borlid confererice meet- 
ing, first held at the h o w  of Mr. Satlmliel D. 
Vose, December 11, 1867, aid continued weekly, 
until it resulted in the formation of a clu~rcl~ and 
eociety, the purclmse of a I~ouse of aorsllip, and 
the settlement of a lnstor. The chal,el on the 
corner of Waslii~~gto~i and Court streets, previously 
occupied by the Uct l~dis t  society, was ol~nctl for 
the regular Sabbatl~ services of this n e ~ ~  society, 
April 6, 1868. The cl~urcli ~ m s  organizetl Se~ep- 
tember 8, 1868, and l k v .  J ~ s c * ~ l i  13. Clark wile 
installed pastor. The constituent n ~ e ~ n h r s  rum- 
bered thirty-six. Mr. Clnrk resigied July 1, 
1873. Tbe c h u d  edifice wa8 enlarged in 1869. 

The second pastor, Bev. James I1. Danforth, mr 
installed January 2, 1873, and resigned March 17, 
1874. He was followed by Rev. E. FiPnk Iiowe, 
~vlio was installed December 6,1876. The original 
cost of the church edifice wns 5 6,500. I t  Ins enr 
larged the second time iu 1875, and re-cledicotcd 
November 6, 1875. Its seating capacity am now 
about sis hundred and fifty. Deacons, William 
A. Goodwin, D. IVnjhnd Jones, 11. D., IVill~aur P: 
Slocum, Henry C. Hayden, Charles E. Chester,:h- 
ward W. Greene. 

d e  ~\mo Church (SaverZeuh~icrx).-The first 
families in Rlewtonville Iioldiag tlie Swedenborgian 
faith were those of Mr. Davis Howard and, a year 
later, Mr. T. H. Carter. The former, shortly after 
his removal to Keatoaville, died. The church 
services were read first at the house of Mrs. How- 
ard, and afterwards for several rears at the'hodse 
of Mr. T. H. Carter. As the families attached to 
this faitli increased, a lull for worship was h i d  
in the village, and in October, 1857, Rev. Jobu 
Worcester was invited to preach regularly. Thm 
arrangement continued eleven and a half years, and 
tlre services mere held during that time in f6ur 
different halls. The chapel 011 Higl~la~id Avenue 
was built iu 1568 - 69, on land given for the pur- 
pose by Mr. T. H. Carter, and dedicated April 11, 
1869. I t  will seat about two hundred and eeventj- 
five persons. At the same date a society wns or- 
ga~iizecl with twenty-uine members. Rev. Jo l~u 
l\Torcester was illstalled pastor December 2'6,1869. 
Among the original members were Nessm T. H. 
Carter, 11. L. K e p ,  R. 31. Pulsifer, Eclwin Field, 
S. I. Pellogg, nnd F. K. Pnlmer. In February, 
1878, tlie society ~lnmbered sistj--three members. 

Tlre U~ioerarrCist Society of Nerato,'nille em- 
braced at tlie outset several prsous who had been 
coliiiectcd aitli the former Kewton and IVnterto~u 
Universalist Society and the \Valtlmm Uni\-enalist 
Society. The first meeting was lield in tlie small 
hall over I\-ill~ams's drug-store in n'ewtonvflle 
Square, in February, 1871. The following spring 
the society removed into Trclnor~t Hall. The ~oci- 
etr \\.as legally orgnl~ized in April, 1871 ; the cor- 
ner-stone of the cl~urcli on I\'asl~ington Park *a, 
I;li(l October f 2 ,  1S72, nnd the building \\.as M i -  
c;lted Julie 26, 1S73. The church is of stone,and 
suited to accommodate tliree hurdred hearers. Rev. 
J. Coleman Adams, the first pastor, was ordai~ld 
December 19, 1872. The cl~urcli was oqpaizrd 
in February, 1 b73, with thirteen membcm. 

d e  ,Uefhnliaf Epi#coynl Ck~rc/ I  iu al*er~l)l~r;l't' 



originated-in a Methodist chss formed in 1857, 
.ad composed of members previously residing in 
Watertown. Tire question of forhing a 3ietliodist 
society was fint agitated in tlie spring ofT 1860. 
m e  first public meeting of tlie society on tlie Snb- 
bath was held blnrch 24, 1860, in the piano'forte 
wareroom -of Mr. Amasa Dexter. Tile public 
aervices were shortly afterwards held in Tremont 
Hall, and the first pastor of the society appointed 
by the- conference, Rev. G. W. blansfield, com- 
menced his labors April 14,1860. The clinpel on 
the corner of Washington and Court streets, now 
occupied by tlie Centrnl Congregational Society, 
&a their first h o w  of wonhip, dedicnted in 
April, 1860. 
The .church was organized May 17, 1860, con- 

nisting of twenty-four members. Two of them 
wen in the Union army ill tlie war of 1861 - 1865. 
The Sabbatli-school *as orgnnized April 21,1860. 

Another society in the village, which lind com- 
menced the brick churcli near the railroad station, 
having become weakened by removals, so that they 
were unnble to finish tlie work, clesired to sell the 
edisce which they were unable to hold. I t  was 
p d i a s e d  by the Methodist Society for about 
$6,000, finished, and dedicated in August, 1863. 

The f o l l o ~ n g  ministers have been stationed 
here : G. W. blansfield, Z. A. Iludge, Henry 
Baker, Wiilinm M. hyres, T. W. Bishop. 

The gro~rtli of tlie North Village of Newton 
dated back to a period of more tllnn a celituy ago, 
when David Bemis purchased t1iirt.v-nine acres of 
h d  on the Watertom side of Cliarles River, aud 
rabseqmtitly twenty-five more, - embracing all 
the l ad  now covered by tlie building on tlint side 
of the river. In 1778 David Bemis, with Dr. - Enos Sumaer, wlio then owned tlie land on the 
Newton side of the river, constructed tlie dam 
across the river, \rlicre it now stands. A pper- 
mill was erected here iii 1779, and the busiliess of 

. . nianufacturing paper was carried on successfully 
more than forty years. Many of tlie workmen 
and much of the machinery requisite were im- 
ported from Europe. So important was the en- 
kiprise considered in a public point of view, that 
d e n  the estnblisliment was bunied down, the 
legislature of Mas?l;lcliusetts made a >lxcial grant 
to enable the o w n e ~  of the mill to rebuild. Tlie 
process of paper-making was tlien slow and tedious, 
requiring ns mnliy months as it now requires days. 
Each sheet was made singly by dipping the mould 
into the pulp, alrd theti turniug it over upon a 

woollen felt, to which the pulp a d h d .  Upon 
this another felt was laid for t b  reception of an- 
other slieet, aiid thus the process am wntinued. 

/ Mr. Jacob Mead, an ingedbus citizei~ of \Yaltlmm, 
subsequently ilivcnted a machinc far weaving cop- 
per wire for tile construction of paper-moulds, 
wl~icli proved a p o t  conveliience to the public, 
a d  liiglily rernunerntive to the itiventor. 

All the land bounded by CChniles Ritrcr on the 
soutberly, that is, tlie Neatolt side, extending from 
or near 7Vatertoni lide to a poult on Charles 
Biver, nenr tlie north end of Norse Island, after- 
wads called Fox Island, Mo113edJ during a ml- 
tury or more from tlic first settlcn~eut of Newtoti, 
to Richard Park and Jolin Fuller; and their de- 
scendants. The former otrned six hundred acres 
of the easterly partion, and Jolin F d e r  the wes- 
terly portion, contduing seven liunrlrorl a i~d  fifty 
acres. John Fuller had seven sons, d o s e  names 
all began with tlie letter J. Tliis valuable tract of 
lnnd was ceded in 1549 to Waltlmm, mid is tlte 
territory now occupied by the Waltbm Watch 
Factory. For more than a aentl~ry it bore the 
m e  of Fuller's Comer. Tlie father, wit11 some 
or all of his sons, while traversing the tlien wilder- 
ness, refresl~ed tliemselves with cake .and cheese, 
and drank from tile brook near wtiich tlrey re- 
clined, which lielice pined the name of Cheesecnke 
Brook, by ~rhich name it is still k n o m  At a 
later hour they cooked some wild p m e  on a small 
conical hill, wliicli from that time onwards for hnlf 
a century was kiio~vn as Cook Hill ; but the name 
has now become obsolete. 

Besides tlie mnnufacture of pper  on tha New- 
to11 side of tile river, David Bemis built. ruid car- 
ried on a grist-mill and snuff-mill on the Water- 
town side until his dentli in 1700, it being the 
first mill on tlmt side at that place. At his de- 
cease the property on the TVatertown side was 
inherited by his two sons, Luke and Seth, the 
latter of whom iii 1796 made preparations for tlie 
lnanufncture of cliocdlate, cl@-woods, and medici- 
nal roots and woods for use, and camed on these 
brnnches of business successfully till about. the 
year 1803. At tltat time he commeheed spill- 
tiing cottotl by machinery. At this early dry, when 
few factories were in operation, it waa the custom 
to manufacture cotton clot11 for domestic use in the 
family. All families w e n  possessed of spinning- 
wheels, and nearly all liad looms. Hence tliere a-as 
a great demand for " BernisJ sarpJv wliich was 
mucli suprior to thnt apun by kaud The woof 



for 6lling ru still spun, and the cloth woven, in 
-&milks. 

The preparation of the cotton for cnrdir~g was nt 
that time slow n~id expensive, the cotto11 being 
picked by Imnnd at aa expense of nbout four cents 
.a pound. Tkis g v e  employment to a great many 
people in the firmilies ill tlle vicinity. Mr. k m i s  
subsequently invented a machine for this purpose, 
which was denominated "tlie devil," wliicll per- 
formed tlK work in a much more expeditious nnd 
satisfactory manner. I t  did not difir 1mterially 
from the cotton-pickers in use nt the present day. 

I In 1808 or 1509 bIr. kmis,  with the aid of 
for* weavera using 11ai1d-looms, been  to manu- 
facturn somewhat exteusively sheeting, shirting, 
bed-ticking, satinet, bagging for pcking cotton at 
the South, and cotton duck. 

In the fall of 1813 hir. Bernis commenced the 
mmufactun of illuininatii~g gas from coal, under 
the direction of an Eaglid expert, and tlie light- 
ill3 of his factoq+.by the same i 1812 - 13  is 
said to have been the first nttempt to illurnillate 
\\-it11 coal-gas in tlie United States. hiany lxrsons 
from rr distance visited the factory to witness tlre 
esperiment. But t l ~ !  situation of the gas-factory 
natr Mr. kmis'  dwelling-l~ouse, and the many 
-leakages of the pipes, \rliicli were of tin, rendered 
i t  objectionable, and after the second year the ex- 
lxrimmt i.s discontinued. I t  is, liowerer, a fact 

I wortliy of record that'carburetted I~gdroge~i gas 
\\ms used for illuminating purposes here two years 
before it come into u-w in England. 

For the first eighteen or twenty years the opera- 
t i r d  in the various bnnclws of business in this 
~ d t y  were summoned to their work by the blo~v- 
ing of a tin horn. I t  is mid tliat at that period 
tlwre was not n bell iu Newton, Il'altliarn, or 
\\.'atertown. L process of time the liorn fixed 
its name upon the villsge, rliicl~ for many !ears 
b o ~  the soubriquet of Ti11 IIorn. I t  is said, 
liowever, that tliis title is n coinagc of later times, 

- n o  such name luving been in use u~ilil subsequent 
to the employment of tlie tin liorn for tlie purpose 
specified. 

In 18111 Mr. &tB I3emis became  sol^ owner of 
the whole wntet-power, mills, etc., and soon after- 
\\-ads sold to the &ton Jla~~ufucturing Co~npany 
twelve inches of tlie power; that is, lie loaercd 
his dam one foot, receiving Sl2,OOO for so doing. 
1Ie then re-convepl to 11is brotlier Luke mid four 
or five othem a joint interest in the establisl~ma~t 
under the h m e  of the l3emis Narufncturing 

Company, and during tlwir corpornte continuana 
carried on principlly the manufactu~ of mtinetp 
and cotto~r duck uutil 1830, rlien this company 
wns di.wlved. 

011 the dissolution of tlie Bemis Nanufactnr- 
iug Company, AIr. Seth Bernis, in coinpang wit11 
Thomas Cordis, one of the old compng, bought 
out tlie entire property of snid compnny, aird 
co~~tioued the same business until 1839, when 
Tl~omas Cordis sold out his interest to Seth Be- 
niis n~id his son, Seth hrnis, Jr. They used t l ~  
water-potver on both sidcs, partly for tlie mann- 
facture of cotton nnd ~rool, a i~d  partly for the 
mnnufacture of dye-woods nnd drug, until 184?. 
They then sold out their dye-wood business on the 
Newton side to Williqm Freemnn, and Setl~ Be- 
mis, Sr., again became sole otrrler of the factory 
building n~id \rater-power on tlie Watertown side, 
nnd so continued till his denth in 1850. .. 

On tlic settlement of his estate, in 1851, 8eik 
hmis ,  son of the deceased, became sole proprietor 
of tlie lT7atertown mills and property, and retained 
the owsersliip till 1860, \\lien he sold out to Wil- 
liam Freeman & Co. Still- later, lTillinm Free- 
man & Co. sold to the Btnn hljll Compnny, by 
whom the works were greatb enlarge(1, for the 
purpose of ma~iufacturii~g woollen fabrics by both 
water and steam power. 

From the origiid l)uurel~ase in 1753 by &&l 
Bemis, tlie property on tlie TITrttertonn side of the 
river has bee11 in the h m i s  family more or len 
exclusively for more than a centu? and 4 quarter, 
and on tlie Newton side for nearly a century. 

A bridge across this part of the river was 5nt 
built by tlie l l e s s ~ .  Bea~is, 'being private prop 
erty, between 1790 and 1796. For ten or twelve 
yenrs it was witl~out n miliug. In 1807 the n'a- . 
tertown end was swept away by n frwl~et, oud a 
foot-bridge .ems substituted for tao  or tliree years. 
Still later a bridge suitable for teams ~ n s  built 
by subscription. In 1815 the llratertown end of 
tliis bridge wns again carried ntva!.. The alert 
day two inen attempted to cross in n bont to the 
Newton side, nbore the dnm. TIE boat was u p  
set, n~id they were carried over the dam, nnd one 
of tlie~n was drowned. Tl~e  other, nftcr l~aring 
been seven1 times drnrn back iuto the vortex, 
was thrown out 011 the h k w t o ~ ~  side nnd rescued. 
Glifornia Street was laid out ns n public highway 
in 1816. 

TAe Cotigrcgatiunal CirrcA iu tke Norfk fib 
luge originated h a Sabbath-scl~ool gntl~ered at 
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the depot h w n  as Bemis' Stntion, on the Water- 
town Branch Railroad, 011 tlie North ride of Charles 
Ever. This scliool was commenced June 2,1861. 
I t  wns transferml, July 27,1863, to a mall  chnpel 
erected for its use on Cl~apel Street. The land was 
given by Mr. Thomas Dally, and tlie cost of the 
builli~ig was S 1,200. In December, 1865, the 
clrnpel was enlarged at  an expeiise of 88,000. 
Tlie church ans organized July 11, 1866, eom- 
po.4 of twenty-three members. Rev. Samuel E. 
Lorry nm ordained the first pistor February 31, 
1867. Tlie clinpel, rlticli M been in use ten 
brs, war dent ro~d by fire June 9, 1872, and 
the present stone edifice vns erected on the anme 

. rite at a cost of $18,000, rhicli wae all subscribed 
previous to tlie dedication. This service occurred 
October 16, 1873. From Julie till December, 
1873, when the vestry wns completed, worsliip 
a?u held in a shop owned by Mr. Dnlly. Tlie 

. stone used i tlie construction k a s  taken from a 
quarry near Beacon Street, Newton, on land then 
owned by Mr. Satnuel Gooch. Tlie cliurcli-mem- 
bers, in February; 1878, numbered one hundred 
and ten. The following nre the namea of mem-. 
bers wlio have served as deacons : Jlessrs. Josel)li 
Wain, Henry binson, Artemas Ruinrill, Nathaniel 
Davidson, IT. B. Smith, and Eugene Garlick. 

The 3felAOnidt @)idcopal Cd ~ r r k  a E Nnoto~r 
antre was commenced by n'pnper-meeti~ig in the 
Old Engine-House in June, 1879, comer of Centre 
and Station streets. In  January, 1878, a 'Sab- 
bath-school was formed, and in tlie spring folloi- 
ing r pieaclii~ig service followed. Until October, 
1877, itm reprded as a branc~i of the church 
at Newton Upper Falls. The Lte JIaraliall 8. 
Rice left in his will $1,000 to be wed in the 
emtion of .a cliurcli edifice. April 29, 1879, a 
cl~urch was organized, Rev. ,G. H. Perkins being 
the pstor. Tlie fint trustees rere Alden Speare, 
E. If. Fowle, J. F. Lamson, 8. D. Garey, W. L. 
Libbey, E. (3. Stevens, E. G. Stevens, Jr. Hon. 
Alden Speare presented to tlle society the lot 
known as tlie Engine-house Lot, allere tlie first 
meetings hnd been held. Tlie cliurcli edifice was 
commencd-in tlie winter of 1879. 

The following table gives the location, date of 
orgnnization, and religious denomination of tlie 
cliurches in Newton. 

Congregatiorcrl. 
Fint Parish Church . . . . July 90,1664 
West Cougregatio~lal Cl~urch . . Oct. 91, 1iS1 
Eliot C11urcI1 . . . . . July 1. 1845 
Auburndale . . . . . Kor. 14, 1850 

North E~qel icnl  Cbrd . . . Jdy 11, 1866 
Ceutnl Coagregatioml Cboreh . &pt. 8, 1868 
Cl~urch of the. HigL1P.C . . . J a  9, 1879 

&#a. I Fint Btptist Cllvmb . . . . Jd, 6,1780 
Second Baptist Cl~ureL . . . Feb. 8. 1855 

West N&II Baptist b r c h  . . Jane 5, 1866 
1 JCyrtle Baptist Church . . . Sqk. 1874 
I Yrlhdi4C. 

Fint Blethdit E p i m  . . . Nor. 11.1890 
Kewtonville Met11odi.d . . . . . 1860 
Auburndale Metbodid . . . . Jaw 1,1868 
Newton Methodist . . . . . I 8 6 4  
Lower Falls ~ e t l t &  . . . . 1867 
Kenton Ccutn 3lethoW . . . &h, 1879 

m - 1 .  
St. Mary's, Lower Falb . . . April 7,1819 
Grace Cl~urcl~. Xewton . . . . . 1866 
Church of the Messiah, West Nertoo . . 1879 

U1~~tmkn.  
Religious Society, U p p  FdL (IIOW extinct), . 1837 
Fint Unitarian Society, West Neaton . . 1847 
Channiug Religious Sxktj, Newton. . . 1851 
ClreJtuut Hill Clmpel . . . . . . 1861 

urn-cenaliat. 
Uuivenalist Society, Uppr Falls (now extinct) &pt. $, 1814 I 

Ullivenalirt Church, Itcwtolwille, . . . 1871 

R-a &tko/ic. 
St. hIq's ,  Vpper Falls . . . Nor. 16. 1867 
Our Lady of Help to Christialu, Newtonrille . 1873 
St. B e m d s  Church, West Newton . . . 

I 

Sl lkhrgian.  
New Church, Kentonvib . . . 1869 

The first p o s t - o h  in tlie town, and previous 
to 1820 tlie only aw, am at  Newton Lower 
Falls, a village remote from many of the inhabi- 
tants. As tlie first settlers of Cambridge seun to 
have cl~erished tlie expctntion thnt tlmt tom, em- 
bracing also New Gmbridge, or Newton, would 
become the capital of the couiitrp, so the people of 
the Lower Fnlls very likely anticipated that their 
village nns to be t k  pri~icipal depot and centre 
of business of the town ; which accounts for the 
lwtiou of tlie first post-office there. The busi- 
ness enterprise of t k  inhabitants gave them some 
grounds for sucli an d c i p t i o n ;  for in early times 
the village \ros the mt of iron-works, mw-mills, 
grist-mills, snuff-mills, clothing-mills, leather-mills, 
pnper-mills, calico-ptinting, maclline-shop, etc. 
The second pst-offiec was established at  Newtou 
Corner in 1820, tlie income of which at first wau 
oiily tliirty or forty dollars per amurn. In the 

- 
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mrly days of the Newton ~~eologica l  Institution ! 

the students and officers were obliged to go to 
P7kirton Comer - a distn~ice of two miles - to 
mqiv9 aad deposit their letters. 

About the year 1798 two public libraries \rere 
founded, -one in tlie east, the other in the west 
p r t  of the town.. The first, after a time, fell into ' 
neglect, and tlie books were sold. The library 
styled t l~effest  3enton Social T,ibny, innugu- 
&kcl ia 1797, had. rr very g n r e  but useful selcc- 

. tioil of books, and clicl good service in the town 
for ,'several years. Tlie I\'mt Kc\yto~i htlienrcum, 
0.~11ized. in ,December, 1849, had ia 1 S72 a 
library of three or four tliousn~id volumes. This 
i~lstitution was estnblisl~ed botli as a libnry a5so- 
&tion u ~ d  an orgn~lizntion for the promotio~~ of 
Iibenil culture iiid go.od-fello\rsl~ip ill the town. 
.~rnony,, its fou~~ders the late ITillinm .B. 
FoBI'e, ~ I o I ~ .  Iionce Nnnn, Rev. Josel)li S. Clarke, 

of ten dollars each. But previous to the exihte~rce 
of tlie Free Public Libnry of Newton it rw for 
many years contemplated, as soon as its financial 
conditio~i would allow, to throw it open to the ira- 
tuitous use of the public. A library called tlm 
~ltlell~liian Libnry was formed about 1830. Mr. 
I\-iliiam Jqclison and others, by begging, buying, 
and giving, procured quite a valunble co1lection.d. 
books, wliiclb were plnced in. tllc e~itn~lce-room 
of the academy of Ilr. Seth Davis, of West New-' 
tan, wl~o 1r.a~ the librarian until 1839. About 
1592 or 1833 it was arranged that the books in 
pqrt sliould be kept, uld occ3sio11ally 'escl~an~ged, 
i r  both parid~es. Marshall S. Rice wae the libm-. 
ria11 in the east parish. Deacon Samuel F. Dix 
wns tlie custodian of the library of 179s. About 
IS39 .or 1840 the libraries of 1708 and tile Adel- 
pllian Library were both merged in the Aiheaocum. 

, The Kewtoa Loser Falls Frce Libnry, orgn~~izrd ' 

CJNS PeirceJ Dr. J. H. Bmm, a11(1 llr.  J. IV. I ill 1609 for tlie free use of tlic i i~l~abit~nts  resill- 
Plimpton, the latter of \rhom, in 1867, made a i i ~ ~ g  i Newt011 Lower Falls a11t1 tlie vici~lity, pt11- 
do'nation of 51,000 to tlic library funds. The li- ; ered a collection of nearly two t l~oasa~d rolumm. 
bkry property raa held hi rlvres of t l r  par (aloe I A small library in the North Village n n ~ n k m l  
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fire hundred volume. Tlie -Newton Centre Li- 
brary Association, oqpnizcd in lS59, Iiad ?bout fif- 
teen hwidrcd voluoiw, nl~ich, after tlie innupratio11 
of the Ne~rto~i  Frec Library in 1869, were tnns- 
firred, by vote of tbc subscribers, to t h t  institution. 

The Newton (Comer) Libnry .issociation mu 
orgn~lized originally as only a book-club; but in 
Jaiiuary, 1849, it assumed the clinncter of a cir- 
culating library, and gndually acquired, through 
the liberality of the members and others, about 
seventeen liundred and fifty volumes. The subject 
of a Newton free library was from time to time 
debated in an associatio~l of gelltlernetl styled the 
Newton Liternry Association. But no definite 
action wtu taken tilt June, 1866, when $3,300 
were raised by subscription, wit11 which to pur- 
c l w  a lot of hnd on Centre Street, to be offered 
as a free gift to the Netrton Libr ,q  ,4ssociation, 
on which to erect a suitable building for library 
purposes, and, if declined by that association, to 
be offered to any other orpoization which would 
paralltee t4e erection of such a building. 

In 1867 the late Hon. J. Tiley Edrnands offered 
the sum of $15,000 towards the establishment of 
a free public library in Ne\rton, provided that sn 
equal sum should be mured bp the trustees of the 
fand. Tlie requisite amount mas obtained, and 
'even more, - the whole sum secured being u p  
unrrls of $53,000. Mr. Edmands subsequently 
gave $5,000 inon ns a special donntion for the 
purclinse of books. Ground was broken for the 
building on its present location June 10, 1868. 
TZie rough stone for the walls was taken from a 
quarry in Newton Centre. The comer-stone aas  
laid August 13, 1868, and the building dedicated 
June 17, 1870, - the public exercises on the oc- 
casion being held in a tent spread in front of the 
bnilding. The cost of the buildink and fixtures 
.was about 5 37,000. Before any books were pur- 
chased, the donation of the Newton Libnrp Asso- 
ciation formed an important and valuable nucleus, 
and donations from individuals added five hundred 
volumes more. Tile principal room in the build- 
ing mns named Edmands Hall, in llonor of Hon. 
J. Wiley Edmands, the most muniticent donor. 
A beautiful copy of Rapl~ael's celebrated painting 
df the Trnnsfigurntion, in the Tatican at Rome, 
given to tlie library by Mrs. D. 8. Jc\rett, adoms 
Edmands EIall ; also a bust of Cliarles Surnner, 
and portraits of disti~~guished individuals, formerly 
midents of tile tom.  Tlie number of volumes in 
the library is about fifteen thousand 

011 the-thirdday of Norembeb 1875, the tra& 
tees, in bel~nlf of t b  subscribers to the Newton 
Free Libnrv, were empowered to transfer the 
Newton Free Libnry to the city of Newton, on 
tlie city's nssurning the conditions of t ~ s t  of f lu  
existing ogsnizntion, under t la  act of incorpora- 
tion obtai~led in 1871. The terms being accepted, 
the tmnsfer 1ms duly made, nnd tlie libmry became 
tl~enceforth a city itistitution. 

Nnolorr Wafer-Works. - Prior to tlie yenr 
"1871 two or three private nquetlucts had been 
constructed in Nedon, which yielded a limited 
domestic supply; but there was no public pro- 
vision adequate to the necessities of the t o m .  
In  April, 1871, a resolve was pnssed by the citi- 
zens in town-meeting assembled, appointing a 
committee of three ge~itlemen "to investigate the 
best method of supplying the town with water, 
and to report a t  s subsequent town-meeting." At  
n town-meeting held November 13, 1871, this 
committee reported in favor of taking m t e r  
from Charles Biver. The report of ; t lh  corn- 
mittee, which was thorough and of considerable 
extent, took into view a careful consideration 
of sources of supply, cost of works, mode of 
distribution, water ~Iamnges, ot~d other points i n -  
portant to a full understnnding of the subject, mid 
closed their report by recommending that a corn- 
tnittee be chosen to apply to the legislnture for an 
act giving the torn  full power to cnrry tlle report 
into effect, and report at a subsequent meeting. 
In  order to obtain an expression of the popuhr 
ol)itinio~l concerning tbe i~~troductioa of water, the 
citizens were called upon in 1874 to vote '' Yes " o r  
6' No " on the question, " Shall the city of New- 
ton be supplied with water for fire and domestic 
purposes, at an expense not exceeding $600,000, 
in accordn~ice with the special Act of the Legis- 
lature of 1872, clinpter 344, autllorizing tlie 
same ?" The vote was tnlien by h l lo t  Deem- 
ber 1, 1874, and resulted in yeas 928, nays 443. 
On tlie 9th of December a board of tlwee water 
commissionera was appointed, who in May, 1875, 
made their report to tlie city council, recommend- 
ing as a source "a  well at a point on Chnrles 
River above Pettee's works at tlie Upper Falls " ; 
advising tlie use of a reservoir fdr distribation, 
and estimating t l ~ c  cost at not over 8 800,000. 

h vote was pssed to purchase Waban Hill, 
formerly called Proslmt Hill, in the east pnrt of 
tile town, ds  a site for tlie memoir. October 9, 
1875, the first pipe was Inid, in Washington 
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Street, near Woodland Avenue. Land was pur- 
chased in h'eedham, between lienrick's Bridge and 
Needham Aveuue, aud near the latter, for a filter- 
ing basin. On the occasion of tlic il~spectioii of 
tlie water-works by the city government, Korem- 
ber 13, 1876, the filter-basin, whicli is situntd in 
h'eedbam, fifty feet dishi t  from the river, was in 
use; the great pumping-engine was in opention, 
the Waban Hill m r v o i r  was one third full, a id  
the Iljdrants supplied with water along forty-eight 
miles of street mains. The capacity of the reser- 
voir is about fifteen millioir gallons. The area of 
the bottom of the reservoir is 91,5%5 square feet; 
and the a m  of water surface, when the reservoir 
is full, is 126,000 qunre fcet. The gate-]louse 
was built in the hst half of October, 1876. IVa- 
ter was first pumped into the reservoir October SO, 
1876. In Kovemhr, 1877, the report of the 
rater  commissioners stated that aater-pipes had 
been hid in the streets of the city to the extent of 
fifty-one and a half miles. JImt of the pipes were 
furnished by the IVarrcn Fou~ldr?., Pl~illipsburg, 
N. J. The first service-pipes were laid in Octo- 
ber, 1876. In  I \ r d w a d  Street the Xewton 
water-pipe passes over t h  Coehituate aqueduct. 

Both tlie conduits of the Boston water-works, 
--th.t from LPh &bit&, and tlmt from t l e  

Sudbury River, - ps through Ke,vton from we& 
to east. Tlie former is about eighteen milea in 
length, and ei~ters Ncn-ton a short distance below 
tlie village of Upper Falls. Ground was broken 
for this aquecl~lct August 20, 1846, a i d  water 
was introduced iuto the city of Bosto~i with irq- 
p s i ~ i g  ceremo~ries October 25, 1Y18. Tlie act of 
legislature empirerii~g the city of Boston to en- 
gage iii this ei~terprise u-aa approvecl by t.he gov- 
enior, George N. Briggs, March 30, 1846. The 
wnter is carried or& Cimrles River by tllree iron 
1)ipes properly supported and secured nginst the 
frost. T11e inost iiiterwti~ig feature of the work 
ill Xertoa is a tunnel, executed tl~rougli porpliyritia 
rock of extreme I i a ~ d i i ~ ,  on the Harback prop  
erty, a few r d a  enat of 1Yarerle.v Avenue. Tliis 
tu1111eI is 9,410 feet in le~igth ; in its construe- 
tion two or more sl~afts were sunk to a depth 
of eighty-four feet to tlir bottom of the tu111~1. 
Several slwtcimens of copper orc were f o ~ d  by t l ~  
\vorkme~i ill the process of cscnvrtion. 

Cliestiiut Hill Reservoir *as constructed on 
lalit1 fonncrl? n part of tile tow11 of Seutolr, anid 
coiistituting a ~mrtioi~ of the Lnwrence farm, p w  
viously Deaco~l Satlia~i Pcttee's, rind before liim 
occupid by Deacon Tliomns IIorey. 111 April, 
1865, tlie mter  h n l  of the city of Boston was 
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ratliorized to purchase for this use not exceeding 
two liundred acres in Newton, Brigliton, niid 
Brookline. The bank on tlie Lawrence meadow 
rru 'bcgun May 16, 1866. Water was let into 
the Lawrence, or u p p r  basin, October 26, 1868. 
The% was no formal celebration, but members of 
the city pveniinent and otliers were present, an 
recount wvm given of the progress of tlie work, and 
t h m  liearty cl~eers were given by the five hundred 
Iaborers'rlio were crowded on the bulk. Water 

' rru let into the Bmdlee, or lower basin, Octo- 
ber 2b, 1870, - the twenty-second anniversary 
of the introduction of Coehitunte nPter into the 
city. 

In the construction of tlie Cliestnut Hill Reser- 
voir, Beacon Street wns turned from its course. 
The land formerly belonging to n'en-ton and occu- 
pied in this enterprise, after Llriglito~~ was ~inexed 
to Boston, was, by'exchange or otherwise, mode a 
part of Boston. 
The Sudbury River conduit, bringing a11 addi- 

ti'onal supply of water to the city of Boston, is 
drtan and four fifths miles in length, and passes 
through Newton Upper Falls, nortli of Newton 
Highlands, and througli Newton Centre to the 
Chestnut Hill Reservoir. The principal features 
of this work in Newton are the bridge over 
Charles River at the Uppr  Falls, and tlie tunnel 
through Chestnut Hill. The bridge is five hun- 
d d  feet long, and consists of seven arches, -five 
of thirty-seven feet span, one of twenty-eight feet, 
and the large arch over the river, the second in 
rize in' the American continent, and one of the 
krgest stone arches in the world. I t  is one hull- 
dnJ. and thirty feet in spn;  with n rndius of 

- sixty-nine feet. The crown is fifty-one feet above 
the usual surfnce of tlie water, and the lop of tlie 
bridge about seventy feet abo\? tlie same. Tlie 
key-stone is five feet in depth. The pressure up011 
thb foundation is about 2,900 tons, or about 161 
tons to the square foot. The foundations of tlie 
entire bridge are in tlie solid rock. To a person 
standing beneath it, the nrcli has n very slei~der 
and beautiful appearance, being only eighteen feet 
in width at the crown. Tliere is a remarkable eclio 
in this arch, tlie l~uman voice being rapidly repeated 
upwards of fiftecii times, ancl a pistol-sl~ot twenty- 
'dve times. The scenery nlo~ig tlie river at this 
point is extmmely romantic, and tlie bridge by its 
symmetry and elegnce ntltls n striking md beau- 
tiful feature to the Ian(lscnlw, md attrncts inany 
tidtow. I t  was built in 1876 lurd 1877, durit~g 

the p r i d  when such work could be s u d y  
.prosecuted. 

Tliere is a tunnel of five b u W  feet in length 
l i a r  Plensaiit Street, built t l~rougl~ quicksand ail& 
rock. Thc h c o n  Street tuiincl is cut through 
sol~d rock, 4,635 feet in Icugili. At one place 
considerable quniitities d iron and copper pyrites 
rere found. One sl~aft uae sunk on h ~ d  of tlie 
late F. 31. Jolnlson, about fifty-five feet ia depth 
to the bottom of thc ttu~nel, the excavation k i n g  
carried on from each end, aud from the s l u f t a l i  
way. , , 

The Pine Farm Scliwl, an institution under the 
patronage of the Boston Children's hid .Society, 
and designed to furnish a home for boys rescued 
from the courts of Hostoil and saved from tlie 
hnunts of vice and ruin, was eommwced-in 1864 
in West Newton. It is located on a f r m  of 
twenty acres, formerly the Murdock estate, and 
is situated at the comer of Woiner and Chestnut 
streets. The place was purchased nnd fitted up 
for its present use in the winter of '  1864, and an 
act of incorporati011 was procured, eitnbling 'die 
society to hold. real estate to a certai~i amount, fbr 

the purpose of aiding cldldmi brougl~t before the 
~mliee courts, and to rescue them from v i a  and 
crime by nll possible methods. Mr. Rufus B 
Cook, chaplain of the jail in Boston, was from the 
begiiining the efficient agent of the society. The 
building is designed to accommodate thirty boys. 
A small scliool-house, formerly a blacksmitk's 
shop is on the place, where tlie boys spend every 
day the hours usually devoted to school instmc- 
tion. The liouse was m d y  for use June 28, 
1864, and a service of dedication was held on that 
day in a grove on the estate. The fint superin- 
tendent and matron were Mr. aiid Mrs. Moue, 
followed in 1870 by Mr. and bln. C. H. Wash- 
burn. Daring the fint seven yerus the number 
who liacl bee11 inmates of the home-ans one hm- 
dretl and ninety-five. As soon as it is judged 
safe, the boys are placed in permanent l~omes in 
tlie country, tlie wntclicare of the society beii~g 
still extended over them. A-press andltypea b v e  
bee11 procured, and some of the-boys have learned 
to print so neatly a ~ ~ d  skilfully, thnt the annual 
reports of tlie Home hnve been issued for several 
years from this office. 

A Home for Orpllnn and Destitute Girls ma 
originated under tlie auspices of tlie Boston Chil- 
dren's Friend Society in 1866, a d  was sustained 
for a few years, but 611ally discuutinued. A fhnd 



of $7,000 was raised by subscription to purchn,~ 
a d  equip a house of mercy for holneless n~ld vi- 
cioas girls uader !twelve yeam of age, mceived from 
the courts, or rescued from tlw haunts of vice in 
the neighboeiilg city of Boston. l'he house par- 
chased for this use was tlie boarcling-house origi- 
nally erected in connection with the ncndemy at 
Newton Centre, on Gktitm Street, opposite the es- 
tate formerlq: of Dr. Jonatlian Homer, later of 
Mayor Speare Here t l~c  girls were instructed in 
tlie usual brauches of a common-school ducation, 
a d  also in needlework and liouseIio1d duties. 
The borne m s  sul)lmrted by the contributioiis of 
five denominatiors of Christiaas. The first admis- 
sion.was November 12, 1866, aid before the dcdi- 
cation on Christmas Day, one inoiitli later, eight or 
nine more were admitted. The matron was Mrs. 
Rebecca I3. Yomroy, well known for her faithful 
and efficient services in tlic hospitals of Washing- 
ton and in the family of Abraham Lincoln during 
the war. The Home prospered until tlie summer 
of 1868, when tlie building was set on fire by one 
of tllt inmates, aid totally consumed. The school 
was tlien removed to the estate formerly of Nr. 
Ephraim Jackson, soutlieast of bile Tlleological In- 
stitution. The number of girls in tlie Home in 
june, 1872,-was t\\vent~-tro. But the necessity 
for  sucll an iustitution seetning to be less apprent 
than in tlie beginiiii~g, it was suspe~ided, aiid other 
provision was made for tlie inmates. One or two 

-little waifs, however, remaiaed, for whose disposi- 
tion there was no immediate opniag. These be- 
came the nucleus of a new institution,-tlie 
Orphan Girls' Home, - since located at 8eatoi1, 
in the house on Hovey Street which m s  formerly 
the Episcol~l parsonage, nnrl from the commence- 
ment ha4 been in charge of Mrs. Pomroy. 

To the War of 1812 belo~~gs the name of Gen- 
eral William llull, a distiriguislied citizen of Xew- 

-ton, who married Sarah, dangllter of Judge 
Abmham Fuller, aiid residcd for many years on 
the estate of lier father, afterwards the property of 
ex-Govenior Claflin, at Kertonvillc. General Iiull 
.built the brick portion of the Xo~~antum House at 
Newton. Tlie house fonnerly standing on the old 
site, rliich was Judge Fuller's, was removed nearer 
the railroad, mid is now oceupiccl b~ J. L. Roberts, 
Esq. The services of Ge~ieral Hull during tile Revo- 
lntionar~ War are mid to have been coasta~it and 
valuable. . At the beg.innirg of the War of 1812 
be was appointed commaticlcr of tlie nortlirestern 
army for rlre conquest of h ~ m d a ,  n ~ d  ill an evil 

hour surrendeml his army to Geueral Brock. Oen- 
e d  111111 claimed tllnt lie was not adequately sas- 
tained by the government; 11e publialied a defe~lce of 
liis conduct, and liis grandson, Bcv. Jnlncs Free- 
Clarke, ulw prepred n 1)nmpIilet in which lie exon- 
erates him from blurne. On his retuni to B@n, 
a public. dintier was teudered to liitn by a liulnber 
of tlie best citizens of the torn, as an indicatiou of 
tlieir estimation of liis worth. The venerpble Seth 
Davis, now n nonagenariau, has sucli a collvictiou 
of his i~u~ocelice a id  uprigl~tl~ess, t k t  he sedulously 
carries flowen every year, on the a1)piuted decora- 
tion day, to strew in liis liotior on l~is  grave 

In the War of tile Rebellion, 1S61-1865, New- 
ton, which liad so distinguisliecl llerself in the clay8 
of the Revolution, fully aid 11011ornbly mai~itabjetj 
lier patriotic cltarncter. In  the progress of t h  
the town freelj voted large nmounts of money -to 
meet the accruitq expenses : Ko~e~nber  4, >862, 
550,000; August 7, 1863, 35,000; April 3, 
1864, $23,000; Augut  6, 1864, $20,000,,-ill 
all, $98,000, of wliicli $92,621 wcre actually ex- 
peiidecl. Tlie rliole number of men required to 
fill tlie quota of Keaton uuder the calls for volub 
teen, was 1,067 ; the number actually furnished by 
tlie tow11 was 1,129. Tl~e ~iumber of volunteers 
mustered into service for three gears who belonged 
to tlie town of Pielvton was 323. TIGs is e d a -  
sive of t,hose who sen-ed in the navy, and of o theq  
iiatives of the town, but wlio were, at the date of 
tlieir enlistment, citizens of other places. 

Tlie town of Kewton furnished thirty-six com- 
missioned oficersaad two general officers, Getienl 
11.23. Uuder\vood and General J. Gushing Edma&. 
Tlle \vliole number of ;\lassncliusettts regilneuts cou- 
tailling one or more Keaton men was thirty ; aud . 
in so lees than seventy-five fields did the wen of 
Newton imperil their lives for their cowtry. b 
sides these, tliiriy-four men, nt that time or for- 
merly coiinccted wit11 the Xewton Tlieolo&xl 
Institution, .served in various capacities in jlte 
army. Some of them suffered in prisons or, on 
bottle-fields, and brought back oi~l!. mutilated f o r p  
for the scn~ice of the clturch. Tlie amount paid 
by tlie toail and by indi\-idualr; for military pur- 
poses, from the bepinni~~g of tlie war to Februnry, 
16G5, near the close, was 8138,557. . Of tlib 
sum, ,446,918.92 were afterwards refunded to t h  
town by nct of the legislature. 111 a t h o ~ ~ ~ l d  
ways probably as nlucli inore was co i i t r~u td ,  of 
whicll 110 record was ever kept auJ of which no 
adequate accoulit can be-rendered. 
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Wbile Boston and many other cities and towns 
lingered in the work of rearing a fitting memorial 
to the ptriotia dead, Newton was one of the ear- 
liest tords ib the commonwealth to erect a monu- 
ment to 'the memory of her bmre soldiers. I t  
&lids near the entrance of thc cemetery in tlie e n -  
tre of t l~e  tom, and was dedicnted July 23, 1864, 
more than a year before the close of the war. 

On the Slst of December, 1873, the town gov- 
ernment was brought to a close, after a duration 
of one hundred and ninety-four years, and the 
city goven~ment was innugurnted January 1,1874. 
The fint major of the city, Hon. J. F. C. Hyde, is 
a native of the town, and his genealogy mclies 
back in regular succession to its enrliest records. 

In  a history reaching tlirougli riearly two liun- 
drcrd and fifty yean many names have attained 
prominence. 

OaEes A~igier (born 1698, died 1783) kept a 
public-house near the location of tlie Konanttun 
House. From him that part of the town was for 
many years named Angier's Corner, until the sta- 
tion on the Boston and Albany Railroad displaced 
the old designation. 

John Barber kept n public-house at West New- 
ton, and set out.tlie great elm-tree which stands in 
frovt of it, in 1767. I t  was so smnll that he 
bmught i t  from the woods on his shoulder. He 
was the second te~mnt, and tlie fint m l e  tenant of 
the West Parisli Cemetery. 

Frederic Baden (died 1877) was proprietor of 
the rolling-mills at Newton Upper Falls, on Boyl- 
ston Street. He was representative to the General 
Court two 8essions, nnd a prominent member of 
the Chniining Churcli. 

Dr. Henry Bigelow (died 1866) n-ns a prominent 
pliysician a t  Newton Comer. For fifteen years he 
vas at  the head of the interests of educntion in tlie 
town, and to him, as chain~inn of tlie scliool com- 
mittee, more than. to any other person, Xerton ie 
indebted for tlie noble condition of its public 
schools. He was foremost in selecting, arm~iging, 
a d  adorning the beautiful cemeter~ in the centre of 
Newton, and tlie first president of tlie corporation. 

Gadner Colby (died 1870) was born ill 130~-  
doinham, hlaine, September 3, 1810, and removed 
to Newtoil in 1846, lnnking liis residence here 
equal to a enerntion of men. I11 early life he was 
a clerk for two years in a store in Cliarlesto\\~ii, 
then in a dry-goods iiouse in Boston, atid nt tlie 
age of twenty-two he commenced busiliess for liim- 
self, beginning with a capital of 3500, which he 

borrowed Hk rss afterwards mgaged in& dry- 
goods importing bainess,.and in 1848 retired 
with a handsome cdmpetency. In 1850 he em- , 

barked in !the mnnufactorc of woollens, being u- 
sociated with Mr. J. IViley Mmands in the B-Iav- 
erick Milla in East Dedham; and, having large 
contracts with the government during tlie War 
of the bbellion, he accumulated rapidly new re- 
sources. He retired a second time from busin- 
in 1863, and in 1870 undertook tlie building of the 
Wisconsin Cei~tral Bailmd, a road three hundred . 
and forty miles long, constructed through a wild 
and rough country ; he lived to see the roacl cam- 
pleted. He was a public-spirited citizen, inter- 
ested in all the improvements of Newton, and a 
liberal giver. He was treasurer of Newton Tlleo- 
logical Institution twenty-seven years, and a mu- 
nificent patron of that institution, rts well as of 
Brown University, and Colby Univerait y a t  Water- 
ville, Maine, which bears ius name in honor of his 
muuidcent dollation of $50,000 at one time to the 
funds of the college, followed afterwards by gifts 
of thousands. In the published list of subscribers 
for the support of Newton Institution, his name 
nppenrs nt one time for 83,000, at mother for 
% 11,000, and at a third for $18,000. 

Captain Pliineas h k e  (died 1 784) was a d . k t  
descendn~it of Gregory Cooke, one of the first set- 
tleri of Newton. He was captain of a company 
of minute-men mised in 1773, commanded on the 
memorable day of Co~icord and Lexingtou by 
Colonel Ilichael Jackson. His house was at New- 
ton Corner, near the .line of Watertown, - the same 
house which, after the war, was owned cud occu- 
pied by General William Hull. 

Mrs. Mary Davis (died 1752) lived to the w e  
est age of any person in Newton, being olie hundred 
and eventeen y a r s  and one hundred and fifteen 
days old at the date of her death. She lived -a t  
tlie so11t1i p r t  of the t o m  (Oak Bill), aud cdti- 
vnted the groutid in Iier extreme age with her own - 
hands. At the age of one hundred and four she 
could do a g o d  day's work at  shellirig corn, and 
at one hundred and ten she sa't at  her spinning- 
wheel. Tliere is a prtrnlt of her in the roams of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, painted by 
request of Governor Belcher. 

Edward Dunnt (died 1782), son of Captain 
Edward Durant, was n man of wealtli, inherited 
from his father. He was moderator of the town- 
meetingy of Kerton from 1765 to 1775, - that 
exciting period which drew oil the Revolution, - 



r leading ptriot, and one of the &?&men for four 
jeara; He was known aa an active and, leadiig 
sspirit in opposing the measures of the British gov- 
emmmt for more than ten p r s  preceding the 
a v o l u t i o n a r y  War, was chairman of a committee 
t a  report instructio~~s to the repmentative to tile 
(3eneral Court in 1765 on the passage of the Stamp 
Act, and a delegate to the Provincial Congreqs in 
1 7 7 4 -  75. 

J. W ~ k y  E d ~ n n ~ ~ d s  (died 1877) was the son of 
Thomas Edrmulds, Eq, and removed to Kelrton 
from Boston in 1847. He was a man of remark- 
able business tack and energy, a member of con- 
gress in 18M, presidential elector in 1868, and llis 
name was meiit~oned on several occasions in con- 
nection with high official stations at Washington, 

from his fmnt door. He gave the rrmd hi.-- 
field to the tom. 

Captain Alnarinh Fuller (died 1802) 3) 

man two years, and captain of the vest campy 
of militia. He and his company were in the en- 
gagements of Concod and Leringtoa He vas 
also at Dorchester Heights. 

Colonel Piatlian Fuller (died 1882), an infiu- 
ential and patriotic citizen, joined tile army at Gun- 
bridge at the time of tlie &volution a s  captniu of a 
company in Colo~iel Garduer's regiment. He ~ a r  

promoted to the nuk of major, and took part in 
the Canada expeditio~i of 1776. In 1795 he was 
representative to tile General Court, and took B . 
deep interest in the affairs of the church and town. 
I n  1781 he gave to tlie West Parish an acre and a 

--- 

he,.itd frok llis fatiler, formed the furIn \r.llicll 
descended his gralldsolr, Ju@ Fu11cr9 rind Iris 
g r a t  grsnddaugilter hmh,  wife of General lvm.  
Hill.  The h q e  elm-tree IIW tile ]louse is said to 
have been pbnted, a lnere dil,g-stic., by tllis 
Jo6e~h- Ulltil the "11 lrss 

men* by the honls of a deer, which lie shot 

Canudu. Colonel, thcu Major fuller,of b u d ' s  Jl.urachurettr r q i -  
nlent, \\-as put iu charge of the b a ~ < a ~ e  of the ar111y. lkrrted by , 

nil erccpt eiphty-seven of the five h u n d d  lnen r c n s t h t i n ~  the . 

~ual-d, and in ilnnrinent dnorcr of captare by the.eucmy, Jlajor 
Fuller perfonucd tbe dnty assigned to biln with dgnd.6dclity. . 
. intelli~encc, nud rcump.  ' I t  is e n m l ~ h  lo  ray that r k n  u . 
expre3s from Fuller reached Colonulr Stark and Poor. intorminu 
the111 of his critical sittuition, they returned, aud at once put 
tb-1"- u A r  tko-o i tbc irg .~ut  mboldirute.--b. 

including that of secretary of the treasury under ! half for tlie burial-place, and in 1785, g6O for tbo 
F'resident Lincoln. During the Civil War he \ms / use of the chum11 a d  mngregatioal 
h y s  ready with hi. influence a~ld  his resources I Judge Abrahain Fuller (died 1794) was the 
to sushi11 the government, and two of his sons did I leading citiu11 of Newton in his day. Previoua to 
honorable service in tlie field. He was one of tlie 
&-st liberal contributors to tile Hoine for Orphan 
Girls in h'ewton, and the largest patrol1 of the 
Newton Free Publie Libra y, wliose principal hall 
bears lib name. 

Rev. James Freeman, D. D. (died 1835), lived bn 
the Skinner Place, so caned, on IVaverky Avenue, 
a large portion of the year for more than a quarter 
of a ceiitury. He was pastor of King's Chnpel in 

1760 he kept a private grammar-school in Newton, 
and left in his will a sum of money to found the 
Fuller Academy. He was selectman. four years, 
town clerk and treasurer twenty-seven pars, com- 
mencing in 1766, representative to the General 
Court eighteen !*ears,- the l o ~ ~ g s t  period of aer- 
vice in the last two departments of any citizen in 
Newton, - delegate to the Provincial Congress, - 
senator, cou~ieillor, ancl judge. of the court of 

B o s t o ~ ~  more than half acentury, aid it was during colnlnon pleas. His only daugl~ter married Gen- 
his ministry that! that church, from E l i r o p i ,  be- 1 eral IYilliam IIull, who, after the death of J u d g  
came Unitariau, and changed the liturgy to accom- I Fuller, removed to tlie old howatead. 
modate their viers of doctrine1 He was one of the 
first members of the Boston scl1ool committee, 
and one of the founders of the 3lassachusetts His. 
torical Society. He is buried in the Curtis tomb, 
in the old cemetery. 

Joseph Fuller (died 1740), son of John, and 
known as Captain Fuller, received from his father- 
in-law, Edward Jackson, tu-enty acres from rl~c 
west end of the Maphew Farm, including nliat is 
now Newtoilville, and coveri~lg the General Hull 

-place, now owlled and occupied by er-Govenior 
Claflin. Here Joseph Fuller built his house, and 
this twentv acres. \vith about two hundred ill- 

Henrj Gibbs (died 1761) &?me to Newton from 
Boston about 1712. Rev. Mr. Cotton, minister 
of the First Parish, was his brother-in-law. He 
built and occupied the llouse l d y  tile residence 
of Marsl~all S. Rice, Esq. He was selectman six 
years, justice of the peace and represe~~tative three 
!-ears. He left a provision i11 his will that his 
n~ansion-house sl~ould not be taken for a tavern, 
but for tile residence of some gentleman of the dis- 
senting interest, n l ~ o  slloulcl support the dissent- 
ing minister in Senton. He also left a bequest 

1 coi0nd Sothan Fuller a a-od Inom hem. ~ ) t u i ~ &  
the dirutrous rc tmt  of onr ormv under General Sd l ivm hum 
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to aid in the mngeiiaation of the W i n   tins, 
but not in tlre Clrurcll of England fonn. Oibbs 
Stmt, nhicli formed a part of lris h d ,  received its 
name in memory of Irim. 

John Jacliso~i (died 1678), eldest son of Deacon 
. Jolrn Jackson, m s  probably the first clrild bonri11 

Newton of the pr~nnneut settlers. He died un- 
married, aged thirty-sic years. 

C a e i ~ r  Jolr~i Jackson (died 1755) was the 
wealthiest man in Newton, p i d  tile largeat tax, 
and M tlre lriglrest seat i s  tlie meethg-l~ouse. 

Jonathan Jacks011 (died l810),.son of E d d  
and Dorotlry (Quiacy) Jackson, graduated at Har- 
vard College, 1761, as did PISO two of his mus, 
Chrles (judge) and James (doctor), the latter of 
whom m e  professor in the Haward Nedicrrl School 
from 1818 to 1S36. Mr. Jhckson u*m a member 
of the Provincial Congress, member of the National 
Congress in 1731, state senator, appointed .by 
Wdington first manlnl of tlre district of Massa- 
chusetts, treasurer of Jinssnclrusetts, and also treas- 

- urer of Haward Gllege. 
Major Timothy Jackson (did  1814), father of 

the - late ' Hon. IVilliam Jncksoi~, sewed con tinu- 
oualy from 1780 to 1811 in various towu awl 

state offtces. He \ras ndjutnnt and brigade-major 
in the militia, kept the torn scliool in the north 
district two winters, mas deputy sheriff ten yam, 
selectman marry ?ears, ladentor .of nearly all the 

town-meetings fmm;:1795 to 1810 ' hlosive, and 
repmentative to-the Oelrernl Court fifteen yem 
successively. His house, wlrich was demolislled.i~r 
1809, stood 011 tlle snme ground #as tlie pnseut. 
Jackson homestead. 

-Hon. William Jackson (died 1S55)faffs elected 
representative to tlie Geneml Conit in IS19 .and 
again in 1816 ; he was a member of the b r d  of 
selectmen nnd of the scl~ool committee, took au early 
arid decided stand ill the cause of temlxraace, be- 
came one of the earliest ar~d most ardent favoren 
of the enterprise of railroads, and was superintendent 
of construction of tlie Boston and Worcester ond 
several other railrmdt aud director of.the Wesfern 
Railroad. for nine-years. He was one ofthe prime 
movers of tlie snvings-bank in Pleaton, and its 
fint pmident. He was elected member of Con- 
gress in 1830, and .served two terms. His iuflu- 
ence aas tlie primary cause of the establishment 
of special trains on the Boston and Albany Rail-' 
road. He \ras t l~e main-spring of tlie organization 
of the Eliot Churcil, and one of the deacons from 
the beginning, and also tlre mover and president 
of tlie American Missionary Association for .the. 
first eiglrt years of its existence. His i~rflntna 
alio led to the efficient development of the new 
village of Auburnrlale. 

John Kenrick (died 1833) p u r c l d  the place 
formerly of Edward Dumnt, on Waverley Avenue. 
He was selectman two years, and representative 
to the General Court*seven. In 1885 he made a. 
donation to tlre t o m  of $1,000, and afterwards 
other donations, amountiug in all to $1,700, as 
the basis of a pnnn~ier~t fund for the relief of 
the poor of tlie tomr. He provided that tlre fund. 
should be allowed to accumulate till i t  sl~ould 
amount to 81,000, and after tllst the whole an- 
nual income should be distributed to tlre indus 
trious poor, especially widows and orl~hns. Tie 
f a d  xeacl~ed tlie stipulated amount ($4,000) in 
1851. 1Lr. Kerrrick tins an ardent friend of tbe 
tempemce reform, and a liberal coutributor to 
the first alitishvery society in this bunty, and 
died its president. 
. Dr. Jolin King (died 1807), of Newton Centre, 

the only physicinn in Newton for neatly hdf 
a century. He came from Sutton, nnd his h o w  
was on the site of tlie prese~rt residence of Gusta- 
vus Forbes, %q. Tlre lrouse still stands in ib 
new location on Peltlam Street. Dr. Kitg was 
selectman eight p a n ,  nnd for several years-was 
inoderntor of the tow~i-meetings. He was a true 



p&, and member of severnl committees during 
the mvolutionary struggle. He was one of the 
minute-men from Newton in the battle of IRx- 
ington, and OIE of the soldiem from Newton 
d+ted to guard Burgoyne's army. In that 
amice, dttr visiting his patients at Newton .in 
the laonling, he started for the prisoner's camp 
to perform corporal's duty. fIe urn represent.- 
tive in 1792. His son, Captain Hen ry King, was 
one of the guard at the execution of Major ,411drd ; 
be lived on the farm on Homer Street now owned 
d occupied by Rev. George J. Carleton. 

Hon. Horace JIann (died 1869) resided for 
meral years on Wallrut Street, West Newton. 
He was a native, of Franklin, Massachnsetts, grad- 
arted at  Brom University, studied law in Litcli- 
beid, Connecticut, and commenced practice as a 
lawyer in Dedham, continuing in practice fourteen 
pn. .He way a member of the House of Rep 
mta t ives  from 1828 to 1838, and of the Senate 
from 18.33 to 1837, a~td president of the Senate 
from 1836 to 1837. He was the originator of the 
&ate Lunatic Hospital at \\Tomster, which was the 
p t  of all similar institutions throughout the 
country. He was the first secretary of the Bond 
of Education, and through his influaice important 
changes were made in tlre school-laws aud duca- 
t i 4  system of the state. He was member of 
Congress in 1818 - 53, candidate of the Free-Soil 
p r t y  for governor of 3Iassachusetts ill 1852, the 
 rigi in at or of normal schools aud teachers' conven- 
tiom, and fillally president of Antioch College at  
Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

t Hon. David H. Nason (died 1873) resided in 
Newton for twenty-five years, and was one of its 
most prominent and useful citizens. He was a 
member of the House of Representatives three 
years, and the tried and trusted friend and adviser 
of the patriotic Governor John A. Andrew, during 
the war of 1861 -18G5. He declined the uomina- 
tion of &ate senator on account of the claims of 
Iris profession as a lawyer. In 1839 Ire delivered 
the oration at the celebration of the eighty-tliircl 
i~miversary of Amencairn Independence, lreld at 
Newton Centre. Among tlre measures before tlre 
legislature in which he took a leadiag port \\ere 
tlre consolidation of the Boston ilnd Worcester 
and Western Railroad corpomtions, equalizing tlre 
bounties of the soldiers, adopting the fourtec~~tll 
unetlrlment to tbe Constitution of the Ui~itcd 
States, makiug the Milldam free of toll, and lev- 
elling Fort Hill in Boston. He waq for several 

years an efficient member s f  the Board of Educa- 
tion, and was deeply interested in promoting the 
high character of the xl~ools of Ke~vton. In  1870 
he was appoilrted United States District Attome y 
for the State of Massachusetts, r l ~ h  was his last 
public service. 

Otis Pettee (died 1883) for nearly a quarter d 
a century \ras the leacli~ig man at Newton Upper 
Falls, n Inan of renlarkable mechanical ingenuity 
and great business oqpcitp. He was superinten- 
dent of the mills of the Elliot Ya~~ufacturing Com- 
pany, and nfterirards n large manufacturer of cotton 
machinery. His improvements in cotton maohinery 
have been higl~ly valued for their practical.utility. 
He was the lender and inoving spirit in the enter- 
prise whicl~ culminated in the New York and New 
England Railroad, and presided over the construc- 
tion and operation of the road through his own 
village and bej-ond. Every part ef Ken-ton Upper 
Falls ba r s  witness to-his wisdom and euterpri~. 

Marslrall S. Rice -(died 1879) came to Newton in 
1524, purchased the Gibbs place at Newton Centre, 
which was the seat of a school iu which lnore Ohan 
one thousand boys passed under Iris tuition. Mr. 
Rice was the main support of the BIetlrodist Church 
and Society nt Seaton Upper Falls, superinterrdent 
of the New York aud Xew England Railroad 
(Woonsocket Bmnch, at first the Charles River 
Branch Railroad) at the begie~~i~lg, selectman, r e p  
resentative four years, and town-clerk twenty-seven 
years, till the town of Kewton became a city. 

Tlromas Rice (died 1873) was a i~lrtive of New- ' 

ton Lower Falls, where he spent his whole life. 
He was an eminent p p e r  manufacturer, and one 
of the leading men of the t o m  both before aud 
during the Civil War. He \\-as selectman twenty- 
eight years, and chainnan of tlre board ten gears, 
state senator, representative, and member of the 
'movernor's council. During tlre war he was spe- ". 
ctally active as a citizen and lxqtriot, never weary 
of service d o ~ ~ e  for the country, the town, or its 
soldiers and their families. 

R o p r  Slierman (died 1705), one of the signem 
of the DecLqntio~~ of Independence, was born in 
the east part of Sewton, near the residence of the 
late Rev. Dr. Fn~tnnti, otr \\7arerley Avenue. 

Judge Edlnund Trowbridge (died 179.9) was a 
gradu:~tc of Howard Collcge, and one of the most 
learned hwyers of JIassaclrusetts. He was a mem- 
ber of tlie council, attonlep-gencral of the province, 
and chicf justice of BIass3clrasetts. He stood justly 
pre-emiireut on the bench and a t  the bar, and exer- 
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c i d  a dutary idnence on the younger members 
of the profmion. 3Iany of the most distinguished 
h r ~ e r a  of the state enjoyed his instraction. His 
oface and sslaq came from the crown, and he thns 
not only became unpopulnr, but nLo lost the glorious 
opportunitj of becoming one of the noblest of the 
solu of liberty. 

C o l d  Joseph W d  (died 1812) w3a grN-pat; 
grandson of William Wad, rho  came fmm,ddg- 
kod in 1639. He was a tePcller until the ba t tk  
of Lexington and Conco*. &d a frequent CUD- 

triiotor of articles to the newsl;hpen. He mu 
intimate with the p a t 4  of the Revolution, and 
Copented with them'in'bri-g about the great 
results of the struggle. He senred at the b a t t l ~  of. 
Gmcord and Bunker Hill, and rode, over Char!=- 
tmn Neck through a cross-& d the 'hemy's floit- 
ing batteries, to execnti an order f b m  Genenl 
Ward, at which time a broadside-mu fined at him 
from 8 British man-of-war. In37.77 he ms a'g 
pointed commissary-general of mnsters, with the 

1356. Williams College is tbc fmit of a doartion 
left by him in his rill. He was never married. 

Deacon John Woodward, born Febnur~. 4,1724, 
nu ~8ptdn, eclectman wen p ,  and represents- 
tire two yean, 1783 and 1784. He was moden- 
tor of the t o m - d u g  in 1776, which pd the 
uuanimoas rote, approving the act of Congms de- 
daring the colonies free and indepeudent, and 
pledging the lin. and f o d . a s  of the citizens to 
sustaina the government in the struggle for corn- 
plete f rdom.  He was in the battle of Concord, 
and ' 1 4  $100 to the torn to pay the soldien. 
He died 3fay 11,1801, aged seventyseven. 

Deacon Elij* F. Woodward (died 1846) ru 
prominent in d)lurch and t o m  d6h. He ru 
deacon of tlw Fh$ Church thirty- jars, mpm 
qta t ive  four ry' and t m  clerk .Od trersruv 
twenty yean. 

We am foydden by the ncccsmry limitations of 
this hidory ( d ~ ~ s t e n d  these notices of c i t k u  of 
pwton rho hi&e been distinguished in church 

nnk of colonel. Id  the fall ot 1778 h N takm !. A d  state, and $Mse name are worthy of honor 
prisomr in New Jtpey, and co&ned for a year in Me mention. 4 richer cntalogue of men r h o  have 
FhtbushI Long Islahd. In Januky, 1780, he ms 
honond with a compl,iment.rry letter from Wash- 
ington for his zeal 4 ffrithfulp.' He was' a- 
npmmtative from Nkwton to the geneml Court . 
is 1796. He built the h o w  oo wnvdrIej Avenue 
now o d  md occupied by the he* of the late' 
Charles Brackett. 1 , 

Colonel Ephraim Williaas (died 1765), elded 
son of Colonel Ephraim Williams, had distinguished 

. military talents, and commanded the lilie of Ma~sa, 
chusetts forts on the west side of the' Conmticut 
River in tlu war with the French snd Indians, and 

iu battle near Williamstowu, September 8, 

tieen benefa&y.of $heir m e ,  and whose inttuemr, 
reaching .abroad i n  every diredon, hns been felt 

throughout tlpt world, could not easily be recorded. 
And if to tile h ~ o r e d  dead we rere permitted to 
idd the m i e s  of many noble men among the liviq, 
to whom Newton has been a cradle or a home, 
s&h as ex-Qvernor Claflin and ex-Governor Alex- 
ander H. Rice, - both of whom attained the hk$- 
est office in the gift of the commonwealth, and hm 
been, or now are, members of Congms, -it would 
be manifest to the world that this ancient torn had 
shown itself worthy of its founders, its fame, a d  
its history. 





NORTH READIhtB. 

. NORTH READING. 

content," lying between Blr. ~ellin~llam'e form (ill 
Andover) at~d the great river (Ipswich). I u  1661 
Beading ordered that John Smith, Jonathan Poole, 
John Browne, Jr., and William Cowdrey lay but 
the two-mile grant beyond the river. 

The chief points of interest in the early history 
of the tom, which do not require repeating, are 
included in that of Readhg, of whicli it contill- 
ued to form an important part till its incorpm- 
tion in 1853. It was formerly lz110an as the 
Second, or North Parish, and was incorporated as 
such in 1713, and a church in co~inection with it 
wa.* otganized soon after, which was the second 
church in Reading. 

The first meeting-house, built upon the Co~nmon 
in 1717, was used for a cliurch till the building of 
another in 1753. The tl~ird, which is now stand- 
ing near the spot occupied by its predecespors, was 
built in 1829. This house w a ~  relinquished to tlie 
Uuivenalists, rho  had become a majority of the 
parish, in 1836. The lower part of the house was 
afterwards fitted up for a tom-hall, while the upper 
room, during portions of each year, continues to be 
used for meetings of the Univers3list Society. 

The Orthodox portion of the society, after the 
surrender of the house, erected a new one, iii whicli 
thei have sillce continued to worship. 

The following is a list of pastors of the Second, 
or North Parish : Bev. Daniel Putnrm, odained 
1720, died 1759; Rev. Eliab Stone, odai~wd 
1761, died 1831%; Reu. Cyros Pierce, coll., or- 
dained 1819, dismissed 1827; Rev. J. W. East  
man, installed 1838, d i s m i d  1832 or 1833; 

BY HIEAX BABBUS m D  CABROLL D. WRIGHT. 

b v .  G. B. Emerson, and Gv. Earl Guilford. 
The Baptist Society, in the North Parish, waa 

formed in March, 1817. The church was orgatlized 
in April, 1817, with twenty-four members. Their 
first house of worship was built in 1828, and burnt 
ill 1860. The pastors have been : Rev. J. M. 
Driver, settled October, 1838, d i s m i d  1839;' 
Rev. George Natthews, settled January, 1850, 
dismissed 1534 ; Rev. William Heath, settled 
Juue, 1836, dismissed 1841; Rev. J. Holbmk, 
settled July, 1541, dismissed 1843; Rev. J. N. 
Syker, settled August, 1842, dismissed 1843; 
Rev. Be~~jamitj Knight, settled April, 1845, dis- 
missed 1846; Rev. F. E. Cleaves, settled May, 
1847, dismissed 1851; Rev. A. C. Bronson, set- 
tled June, 1851, dismissed 1854; Rev. E. W. 
Pray, settled February, 1855, dismissed 1857; 
Rev. Homce Eaton, settled April, 1863, dismissed 
1863; Rev. n'. K. Davy, settled 1863, dismissed 
1868; Rev. A. I\-. Ashley, settled April, 1868, 
dismissed 1870 ; Re\-. Cllarles F. JIyers, settled 
June, 1Sf2, dismissed 1873 ; Rev. Wjlliam L 
Brown, settled December, 1877, dismissed 1879. 

The town was prompt ia action on matters per- 
hiliiug to the war of 1861. At a tom-meeting 
llelcl May 4, 8 1,000 were appropriated for relief 
of the families of the soldiers, aiid $500 for tlie 
soldiers. An allpropriation irot to exceed 81,200 
was voted, April 16, 1862, for families of volun- 
teers, and $200 for sick and wout~ded soldiers d 
for transportation and burial of those fallen in 
battle. July 25, the selectmen were instructed to 
enlist twenty-one men to fill the quota lulder the 

ORTH WADING as a distinct 
rnu~~icipality is of recent date, 
although it began to be settled 
about 1680. The first refer- 
ence to the temtory appears in 
1651, in the gra~it to the in- 
habitants of Reading by- the 
court, as an ulditio~i to their 
former bounds, "a cextap~m 
tract of land, about two miles 

Rev. J. D. Lewis, orbined 1854, dismissed 1886; 
b v .  John Orcutt, ordained 1837, dismissed 1843; 
Rev. E. TV. Allen, odained 1843, dismissed 1853; 
Bev. T. N. Jones, ordained 1853, died 1869; 
Bev. J. W. Kingsbury, ordained 1872, dismissed. 
1877 ; Rev. F. H. Foster, ordained 1877. 

The more prominent clergymen who have om- 
ciated as pastoton in the Universalist Society, for 
terms of v a ~ i ~ ~ g  length, liave been h. Mr. 
JItarston, Rev. Mr. Griswold, Rev. Home Morse. 



pending call, and to pay each volunteer a bounty 
of $100. It was also voted to pay the same 
bounty to each volunteer belonging to the town 
who had already enlisted. August 14, it was 
voted to pay a bounty of $150 to fill the next 
quota, and 31,500 were appropriated for that ~ b -  
ject. An appropriation of 8 500 wns made No- 
vember 16, 1863, for the benefit of discharged, 
invalid, and disabled soldiers and their families. 
bfacch 26, 1864, it was voted to raise 8 1,800 to 
pay bounties to volunteers. The treasurer was 
authorized to borrow 82,500 to pay volunteers for 
futara calls. It was voted, August 22, to pay a 
bounty of $125 '' for each man of the present 
call." Meetings were held in January and March, 
1865, in-which votes were passed to continue re- 
oraiting u ~ d  the payment of bounties. 

The towu furnished one hundred and thirty- 
one msn for the war, a surplus of qeven above 
dl nqnirements. The town expended for war pur- 
poses, exclusive of state aid, $15,315. State aid 
raised for the families of the soldiers amounted to 
$11,828.37. 

Flint Memorial Hall is a fine building, erected 
and donated to the town by Mrs. Charles F. Fiiut. 
It oost nearly Q20,000, and contains a public 
libpry of .fifteen hundred volumes, towards which 
Mrs. Flint contributed $1,000. She has alsp 
given $3,000 as a permanent fund, the income 
of which is to be devoted to the support of the 
library. The hall was dedicated with appropriate 
services October 21,1815. An addreas was de- 
livered on the occasion by Hon. George B. Loring. 
On each side of the hall are slabs containing the 
names of the soldiers and sailom who died in the 
Civil War. 

b o n g  the Inen of note who were natives of the 
town wau Rev. James Flint, D. D., born in 1779. 
He graduated at Horvard College in 1802, was 
pastor in East Bridgewater from 1806 to 1821. 
In the latter year he removed to Salem, where he 
was installed pastor of the East Society. He died 
in 1855. He was a mnn of varied and extensive 

. culture. He wan distinction as a scholar, preach- 
er, poet, and critic. 

Bev. Timothy Flint, born 1780, graduated at 
Harvard College in 1800, and was pastor in Lunen- 
burg, from 1802 to 1814. " He was well known 
in America and on the other side of the Atlantic as 
the anthor of various works, that I:ave given him a 

rank among the most distinguished miters of the 
country." He died in 1840. 

It is worthy of meution that a daughter of 
General Shrk, the hero of the battle of 13enning- 
ton, resided here for about twenty years, nnd died 
June 18, 1870, nt the age of eighty-eight yenrs. 
She married Samuel Dickey, of JIanchester, New 
Hampshire, and was the mother of eleven children. 
Her yomlpt  daughter, SIR. Chrlotte Stark 
Campbell, the youngest grandchild of the general, 
with wl~om Bln. Dickey spent the Iast twenty yean 
of her life, is still a resident here. She confirms 
the stqtemeyt that the name of her grandmother 
was not "Molly," but Elizabeth. She thinks it 
quite probable, however, that the general used the 
expression, c '~~o l ly  Stark," as claimed in the tra- 
ditio~:. I t  was one of the pet names he often 
applied to her. In later years he more freqkntly 
called her '' Deborah." 

The town statistics for the year 1878 - 79 
give, as the total valuation, $444,518 ; total tax 
8ssessed, $7,792.06; rate of tax per 51,000, 
$16.40 ; number pf houses, 203 ; number of acres 
of l a ~ ~ d  assessed, 7,5M ; number of horses, 148 ; 
cows, 249; town debt, $19,445; number of 
polls, 251. 

The census for 1875 gives the whole number of 
manufacturing establishments in the town as twen- 
ty-two ; number of penons employed, one hundnd 
and seventeen ; capital invqted, $42,225 ; valub 
of manufacturn, 5 145,071. Number of per- 
sons employed in agriculture, one hundred and 
twenty-five ; vnlue of agricultural productions, 
$78,000. The population of the to? in that year 
was nine hundred and seventpnine. 

The people of the town have always taken special 
interest in educationnl matters. A private acad- 
emy, througl~ the influence of Colonel Daniel Flint, 
was opened about 1825, and flourthed for several 
years. A high scl~ool was established by'the town 
in 1868, which, notwithstanding the limited popu- 
lation, is still mnintained. 

The number of schools in t o m  b sir ;  the 
whole number of pupils attendmg the schools in 
1878 was one hundred and sixty-four; totnl 
amount espended for support of schools for 
that year, $2,124.62. This sum n p m n t s  very 
nearly the amount annually devoted to the support 
of schook. 
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ETTLE~WTS in the part of 
Groton West of Nashua River 
were commenced as early is 
1 7  In 1 7 4 ,  the number 

, of families having increased to 
fortytwo, a petition from them 

K tobesetoff as a distinct pre- 
cinct was granted by tlie Great 
and Geneml Court. Groton 

Court's Committee the inhabitants of the place." 
So promptly wvae the business attended to and uteb 
tled, that tile prish voted, February 19; 1745, 
" to set the Meetiig-Houss on the Plm that the 
Gelled Court perjized," which is the spot atill 
occupied by the meeting-house of the h t  Parish. 

The house- forty-two feet long, thirty f& 
wide, and twenty feet to the eaves- was soon 
after raised, and finished sdciently to be occu- 

West Paris11 included all the 
terri&ry bouilded soutl~erly by the road as then 
trpvelled from Fitcli's Bridge to To\vnsend, west- , 
erly by Townaend, northerly by Dlurstable \Vest 
Precinct and Old Town, and easterly by the 
Nashua River. As a parish, it wvas empowered to 
act for itself in matters of a procl~ial nature, but 
in all other respect9 it still remailled a p r t  of 
Groton. 

At the first legal meeting of the parish, January 
17, 1743, all the requisite officers were chosen, 
and ten pdtinds lawful money were voted to defray 
nedessary charges. At a subsequent meeting, Feb- 
ruary 16, Samuel Wright nns appi~lted a corn- 
mittee to provide p k c l ~ i ~ ~ g  till the last day of 
April next ensuing ; and it was voted " to build 
a meeting-house at the most coi~ver~ie~lt place l ia r  
Jo. Blood's fordway." During tile two years or 
'more before the llouse was built, public \rorship 
was held in the house of Enosh Ln\rreuce, at the 
.East Village, and iu the house of Nelierni?l~ Ho- 
b3rt, near where Elijnh A. Butterfield now lives. 

So much dissatisfnction was lna~iifested in re- 
gard to the location of the meeting-house, that 

pied in the early part of the year 1 7 4  ; although 
it was not completed for several y-, u, appear6 
from the following recorded votes : - 

March, 1745, "to build tire Pulpit and y' Body 
seats below ; -to seal the Neetiug House aa high 
as the girts all Roulid." , A 

Mnrch, 1746, " tllat Wilrdows be cat whem 
needed, Provided that they who cut them, M a c  
bin them at  their own Cost, so that they be no 
Parish Charge." -. 

March, 1719, "to finish the building the eent~~ 
in Gallery, aud to seal ja IIeeting House h m  
the Gallery floor up to the beams." Also, tc.to 
Glaze the Publ~c Ifeetillg House, and to provide 
boards to Ly Loose on T floor overl~ead." 

The llouse at the best could have been but little 
better t l i u  a barn ; a ~ d  it must have required no 
little esercise of fortitude and resignation to sit 
througli the leugtlly services in ul auhishedbnd 
un\ramed house, especially in mid-winter. Bnt 
our hanly ancestors Imd not attained to the mod- 
ern ideas of cl~urcll luxury nor of parish debt. 

In the settlemelit of a minister they a p p m  to. 
I 'have proceeded in n Inore united and p r a y d d  

before the expiration of the year a lrnrish meeting ( way. Narc11 13, 1744, tlie parish voted "to 
was called, the vote reconsidered, and another 
pssed, " to l m t e  the meeting-house three fourths 
of a mile northeast of the centre of tile torn, or 
a t  tlie iiext convenie~it place." The m u l t  was a 
fierce contention, which at ouc time thrcnte~~ed the 
disruption of tlie pnrish. As a A~ml mart,  an 
appeal was made to the General Court, wllich a p  
pointed a cotnmittee to adjost the matter. The 
pariah a h  chose a committee '' to show the 

keep the last day of March instant a day of f a s t  
i ~ l g  and prayer to Allnigl~ty God for dinctim in 
tlie important affair of settling a minister.",. It 
seems rather unfortunate that in this vote the 
location of the fneeting-house was not also in- 
cluded. 

A church wru gathered on the 29th of J m -  
ary, 17.17, consisting of fifteen male members a d  
about the mme number of females, most of whom 
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had withdrawn from the church at  Groton, for the 
purpose of forming this. On the 25th of Febru- 
ary following, Rev. Joseph Emerson of -Nalden 
was ordained and settled in the gospel ministry 
over t l ~ e  church and parish. He received a settle* 
ment of forty acres of laud within half a mile of 
the meeting-house, and 8 120 ; abo a yenrly salary 
of thirty-five cords of firewood cut and delivered 
at his door, and E62 IOU., to be incrensed 2 12 
lb. when the parish should contain one hundred 
ratable families ; the number of families at that 
time being aeventy-two. This salary wns regu- 

according to tlie price of provhiom from 
y p r  to year; but the plan occasioned consider- 
able dij3culty, and after a few years was by mu- 
tun1 consent of pastor and parish abandoned, Mr. 
E b e m  receiving annually 2 7 3  6s. W., reckon- 
ing silver at six shiings per dollar, and at six 
ahillii and eigl~tyence per ouuce. 

Mirieipl and Politicod. - On the 12th of 
April, 1753, Grotou West Parish became a dis- 
trict by act of the General Court, and WM named 
Pepperell in honor of Sir William Pepperell, the 
hero of the memorable capture of Louisburg in 
1746. Mr. Emerson had been a chaplain in that 
expedition, and probably suggested the name of 
his old commander as the lmme of the new dis- 
trict. Sir William ackno\rledg;ed tlie complime~~t 
bj the cuvtomary present of a bell, which, how- 
ever, ma never received by those for whom it was 
intended. It was cast in England, bearing the in- 
reription of the donor's name, and the couplet, 

" I to the chumh the living call, 
bnd to the grave I sumtno~~ all!' 

It wae shipped to Boston, and stored there. h e  
a t i o n  is, that i t  was destroyed by tlle Britisl~ 
soldiers during their occupallcy of Boston. An- 
other story is, that the people of Pepperell, being 
w, earnestly engaged in the great struggle for in- 
dependence, neglected to send for the bell until it 
had been sold to 1my the expenses of s t o w ,  etc. 
Aa Sir William Pepperell died in 1759, neither of 
these reasons is very satisfactory. Still mother 
version bJ tlmt a committee of three, afterwards 
changed tb one, was chosen by tlle town, to go to 
Boston and get the bell ; tliat he keut, sold the 
bell, and, having put the proceeds into his pocketJ 
returned and reprted the bell rron inventwa. 
But no record of any such committee, or of any 
rction of the district in reference to this bell, can 
be found in tlie town records. 

Mr. Emeraou'r previoua experience and his mar- 
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tin1 proclivities led him to take an actin intend in 
military matters. To liis itiflueuce and encourage- 
ment, undoubtedly, \ ~ t s  due much of tlmt military 
and pntriotic spirit which charncterized tile inlmbi- 
tants of Pepperell, and which fun~islled so mally 
bmve offlcers and soldiers from among lier citizens. 

Indian hostilities had nearly ceased before P e p  
perell became a separate pnrisli, nlthough h r  several 
years after Mr. Emerson's settlement the men car- 
ried their gdw with them to meeting. As inhabi- 
tnnts of Groton, they llod hnd their full s l m ~  of 
Indian warfare. b y  were the thrilliag tald of 
t b  red man's attack and the white man's bravery ; 
of Indian cunning and of Chamberlain's circum- 
qection, told by the granddames of a generation 
ago, as received from their grandmothers, whom 
husbands, fathers, and brothers wen the h e m  of 
the story. 

In  1758 a company for the French War was en- 
listed undet the command of Captain Thomas Law- 
rence. Previous to their departure to join the 
m y ,  Mr. Emerson preached a semion to the com- 
p l y ,  congratulating the me11 for tlie cheerfulness 
and becoming seriousness with which they had en- 
gaged in tLk affilir. Thus he encouraged them: 
" Boldly, then, advance into the heart of youtene- 
my's country. Fear them not; let it never be said 
of a New England soldier, - let i t  never be snid of 
a Pepperell soldier, - tlmt he was afraid to face his 
enemies, or tllat he turned his back on them, and 
c'owardly deserted the muse of his country." The 
brave and stalwart captain was obedient to tht  in- 
juuction of Ids minister. While out with a rang- 
ing party of about twenty, he surprised by the 
Indians, and, wit11 the exception of a few who tied 
at the first fire, the whole party were killed +bile 
fightil~g de~pemtcly ; not one was taken alive. 

'l'mhed in such a school, and inspired by so zeal- 
ous an apostle of liberty, the people of Pepperell were 
all prepared to enter with ardor into the contention 
betlreen prliameut and pmvhces, which led to 
open hostilities and war. They were among the 
first to notice turd protest against the arbitrary acta 
of the British Mulisty, aud among the fimt to sus- 
tain thnt protest by active and forcible measures. 
. District meetings were called, which were fully 

attended, and at which resolutions were unani- 
mously passed, instructing their representatives in 
the legislature " by no means to join in any meas- 
urea for countenancing or assisting in the execu- 
tion of the said Stamp Act "; to exert themselves 
"in the Great and Oeueral -Lwembly to the utmogt 
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for the regaining of such privileges as have been ; Maine when the messenger arrived at hb father's 
wrested from us, and establishiug those we do en- t house., His father ran out into the field, d 
joy " ; and to be ever watchful thnt they " be i l ~ t  mounthig a large rock called to his son, who m- 
induced by any means to corlsent to any vote or turned to the house, changed his clothes, took hw 
votes in the-Great and Geueral Assembly that may 
have a tendency to weaken our oonstitutioml right3 
d privileges." Fksolutiotu of sympthy, en- 
eoaragement., and co-operation, 6t at the risk of life 
4 treasure!,'' were sent to tho Comlnittee of Car- 
respondel~ce in Boston ; mid a Committee of Safety 
was ahosen to act with the committees in otlier 
towna In Jauury, 1766, Mr. Emerson preacliecl 
a thanksgiving sermon on the repeal of the Stamp 
Act, and this sermon was printed for general circu- 
k t i o ~ ~ .  A mmpany of millute-meu wau enlisted, 
wbch, with compauies in Hollis, New Hampshire, 
Grotou, md other neighboriug towl~s, was iucluded 
iu a regiment, of which William Yrescott was a p  
pointed colond,. and Hemy Woods major. The 
Pepperell company waa commanded by Captain 
John h'uttilg. 

Willinm Prescott war born in Groton Centre, 
February 20, 1726, but before he wns of age hnd 
removed to the West Parisli, and taken a farm in the 
tmct called Groton Gore. He had been a lieutenant 
of yrovi~mial troops in 1755, n ~ ~ d  011 liis return from 
the expedition to Nova Scotia had been promou 
to a captaincy. 

About nine o'clock on the morning of April 19, 
1775, a messenger from Concord arrived in P e p  
perell with tidi~lgs of the fight at Lexington, and 
the advance of the redcoats towards Concord. 

I gun, and started tawards Concord. 
Colouel Preacott, with his regiment, hastened 2 

to Cbncord; but, being unable to overtake the 
British on their getreat, proceeded to Cambridge, 
nnd made that place his headquarters. 

Tlie womeu of those towns were not a whit in- 
ferior to the men in patriotism and cournge. iUtu 
tlie departure of the minutemen, the women in 
the vicinity of tlie bridge over Nnshua River (wy 
the covered bridge) collectd, dressed in their 
absent. husbands' clothes, and armed with n d  
weapons as they could find. Hari~lg ch- Mn. 
David Wright commander, they patrolled the road, 
determined that no enemy to freedom should pasa 
that bridge ; and to good purpose, for aoo11 they 
I d  the atisfaction of armting Captain Leonard 
Whiting, of Hollis, a noted tory, and the bearer 
of despatches from Canada to Boston. He was 
searched, and the treasonable correspondence which 
was fouud iu liis boots was sent to the CanmiUse 
of Safety, while IE. was detained as prisoner. 

Of the fifteen hundred provincial .soldiem rho. 
fought at the memorable battle of Bunker Hill, 

I Pepperell furnislied tlie commander .and about 
sixty men, of wl~om eight were killed and eqlttlsht 
mouuded, as follows : - 

Killed, - Josel~ll Spulcling, aged thirty-seveu; 
1 Kathaniel Pnrker, Jr., aged thirt!.-three; William 

Colonel Prescott immediately gave orders to the ' Warren, aged twenty-eight; Ebenezer Lauglltou, I compl,ies in Pepperell and in Hollis to march to nged twenty-seven; l\'ninwvright Fiek, aged twen- 
Groton, u ~ d  join the other companies there.. So 1 ty-four; jemmiah Qiattuclc, aged treuty-oa;. . 

I well prepred were the Pepperell minute-men, and Edmund Pierce, aged forty-four ; Benjamin Wood, 
so ready for sucli an emergency, that they arrived aged twenty. 
at the Groton rendezvous, five miles distnnt, before I l ro~nded,  -William Spaulding, John AdamD 
the compcrny there wns ready to march ; and after a hbel Parker, Moses Blood, Simou Green, Jonatbm. 
halt of a few minutes they marched on witliout 
waiting for the other complies. 

Abel Parker- afterwards Judge of Probate for 

Stevens, Tl~omas Lawrence, Sd, \Villiam Green. 
Coio~iel Prescott remained ill the service until 

the close of 1776. He was stationed at Govern- 
Cheshire County, New Ha~npsllire, and fattier of I or's Islai~d, New York, until the American troop 
the lnte Chief Justice Joel Parker - ITS plough- 
ing on his farm two or t l m  miles distant; but as . 
soon as 11e he3d the nkrm, leaving his oxen un- 
yoked, he seiwd his gun ill one lmsd and his best 
coat in the other, s~artetl on a run, and did not stop 
uutil lie overtook his comrades, about three miles 
below Gmton. 

Another of Captain Nutting's company, Edmnnd 
Boomoft, afterwards captain, hail j u t  started for 

were obliged to retreat from Kew l'ork, .when he, 
wi thhw his regiment in such good order as to call 
forth the public commendation of Geueral Wasli- 
ington. 111 tlie fall of 1777 lie, with several of h u  
former officers, wait as a volunteer to oppose the 
onward ~narcli of Burgoyne, and aas present at the 
surrel~der of the formidable but discomfited army, 
which, accordillg to tlie British programme, WRS 

destiuecl to insulate New Eiigla~~d from tlu 0th 



ablonies, md thus e4fkctually crush the rebellion. 
This was Colonel Prescott's I;rst militrrr). service. 
Be retind to his fann iu Pepperell, where h 

- prsed tbe remainder of his days, honored by his 
~ w c i t i z e n s ,  whom he sewed iu the various 
municipal offices of tom-clerk, selectma, mngis- 
tite, and representative to t&e legishture. He 
d i d  October 13, 1793, at the age of sisty-nine. 
Li person he was of tall nt~d commandilig stat- 

an, aud well-marked and intellectual features ; 111 
deportment he waa plain ad courteous; iu dis- 
position, kind and benevolent, -1ibernl even to P 

halt, and always ready to assist others to the neg- 
bot of his own business;. 

The old homestead still remains h psseshx~ 
of the Prescott family, having desmudderl to tlre 
A, Hon. William Prescott; to the gra~hdson, 
-William H. Prescott, the historian; and to the 
pt-graudson, William (3. Prescott, Esq., the 
pcwent proprietor; by each of. wllom it  hae been 
occupied during the summer and autumn months 
u B country 'residence. 

By an act of the legislature passed in 1786, 
rppiying to all the districts incorporated previous 
to 1777, Pepperell becnme a town; altliough it 
r p m  that from I776 it 1 d  made its records as 
r t h n ,  and chosen representatives, who were ac- 
howledged aad received as such by the legis- 
t h e .  ' 

The mititary spirit of the town was kept up for 
mrny years. !I%e 17th of June was a red-letter 
day, whose celebration quite ovenl~adowed the 
4th of July. About 1820 a volunteer militin 
company was organized under the name of the 
P m m t t   guard^. From this compiiy were pro- 
moted the following officers of the old 6th @- 
ment : Colonel William Buttrick, Genenl Oeorge 
Green, Uajor J w p h  G. Hald, Major Luther S. 
Bancroft, Colonel Samuel Pepperell Slmttuck, 
Major George T. Bancroft, Colonel Alden Law-  
me, Major E. A. Parker, Colonel E. F. Jones. 

On the 15th of April, 1861, Colonel Jones re- 
ceived an order from l~earlqunrters to muster his 
q i m e u t  on Boston Common fortl~u-ith. Altl~ougli 
the regiment e m b d  over thirty towns, yet in 
a few h o w  seven hundred men were iu Boston, 
ready for duty, over twenty of whom were from 

. Pepperell. 
m e  record of the old 6th, its march througli 

Baltimore on the twice melnorable 19th of April, 
the service it rendered the government at a most 
oritiad period, the vote of tllanks p s e d  by Con- 

grem for ita " .Lnity, pntrbhn, awl bravery;"- 
have all become a pert of the history d aat 

1 country. Tt~e number of wldicra mlistcd tnw 
1 Pepperell during tire war was nmrly one h m d d  
aud fifty, of w l m  fifteen wen kilkd, or died from 

1 cliaease contmcted in t h  army. 
1 The IVonxrter and Nashurr Bailmad, vhiEh rrr 
opeued for tmvel in 1848, was located-dong tht 
easterli balk of the Nmhua Biver, through Omton. 
A depot for Pepyerell was established opposite Bab- 
bitasJet Village. Around this station a rilhge 
grew up, in all its busitless and intemsb idenW 
with Pepperell rather than with Grotcw. A new 
bridge wm built across the river, thus amndhg 
the two villages, utd reducing the dishme from 
the depot to Pepperell Centre to oae mile. In 
1857 this depot rilhge, together with about trb 
square miles of territory in tlre nerthead comer 
of Groton, aas, by act of LLe legisktsn, d 
to Pepperell. 

BcclesiastkaC A'airr. -Pepped n s  d c d  
upon to offer up as a sacrifice to'* aase of h a  
erty not only the eight men who fell at. Banker 
Hill, but a h  her beloved minister. Upon the 
assembling of the amy at Cambridge, Mr. Emu- 
son immediately repaired thither to visit his nn- 
merous prisliioners i Colonel Presdk's regiment; 
arid it is mid tlmt 11e offered the k t .  prayer tlmt 
was made ill the American camp. While mink 
tering to tlie plipical as well m spiritual needs 
of tlie soldiers, he co~ttracted a seven? cold which 
induced a fever that resulted in his death Odo- 
ber 29, 1775, at the age of fifty-one pm. h- 
ing the tweuty-nine years of his m i d r y  one 
hundred and ninety-six persoils had been admitted 
into the churcli, and eight hundred and seven brp 
tized. . 

III 1769 n lnrger and more suitable h o a r  of 
wodiip had been erected ou the site of the old. 
Cornet Slmon Gilson, the contractor to build the 
new house, took the old one in pert payment, ad, 
having removed it to his farm, now J. M. Bcl- 
cher's, converted it into P barn. In 1850 it ru 
burned by ;rn incendiry. 

Prepntory to the buildmg of thi; new h a t  
a d%y of h t i n g  and prnyer wan appointed by tbs 
church, wl~ereili " particularly to humble o d m  
before God, for our wprofitableness under ths 
mmas of grace we have enjoyed in the old m&t 
iag-lwuse, and to entreat his guidnnce in usctiPg 
a new oue." The only question that appeur to 
h v e  c a d  ;my Cliplerence of opinion ru whether - 



the*hoare should have a steeple, which was fiuallp 
decided in the negative.. Several years subsequently, 
howwer,. the steeple was built. 

On the occasion of the dedication of the new 
heuse, March 8, 1770, Mr. Emerson preached a 
-on from the text, 1 Samuel, vii. 12, wherein 
he enumernted the vnrious ways in which God had 
helped them: that the number of the inhabitants of 
Pepp+l had i n c m s ,  since his settlement, from 
aeventy-two to one hundred and fifty-two families, 
a d  that their wealth had increased in equal ratio; 
that they had been able to pay the charge3 of be- 
oomil2g a parish, and tlieli a district, and of build- 
ing a hoase for worsi~ip ; nrid that peace, love, and 
b o n y  had prevailed in tlie gospel nmoiig them. 

Mr. Emerson had iiideed lived in  peace and 
hannony with his people in all their rekitions of 
life, religious, wial,  and political. Upon the tab- 
let, which jhe town erected over his tomb, his 
virtues are thus enumerated : - 

"Stedfast in @ Faith once delivered to the Saints. 
F d  and laborious iu the muse of Christ cud precious 
Souis. Exemphry in visitii~g and sympathizing with his 
Flock. Diliint in improvii~g his Tnlents. A kind Hus- 
band; a tender P a n t  ; A Fnithful reprover; a constant 
Friend ; and a true Patriot. Having ceased from his La- 
bours his works follow him." 

Nearly four years passed after Mr. Emerson's 
death, when bin successor, Rev. John Bullad of 
Medway, a Harvard graduate, was ordained, Octo- 
ber 19, 1779. His ministry of forty-two years nvas 
prosperous and happy. He was eminently social 
in his hbits, and is ,spoken of by 3 coi~temlmrary 
M '[of that almost peculiar urbanity which led him 
to treat all men of learr~ing and of fair nioral char- 
acter an friends and companious." He died Sep 
tember 18, 1881, at the age of sixty-four, truly 
lamented by his people, \vho long cherished his 
memory. 

Rev. Jnmen Howe, of Jnffrey, Ken. Hampshire, 
a ,graduate of Dartmouth and of Andover, was 
ordained October 16, 1822. For eeverul years 
the relation between pastor and people was hnr- 
monious, but at  1e11gtl1 dissatisfaction begnii to 
be expressed by certain of t l~e  more liberally in- 
d u e d  in regard to cschanp. In May, 1831, 
the follouing vote was passed at town-meeting : 
"To excuse Rev. James Howe from pmcliing six 
Sabbaths in the course of the ensuing ywr, and 
permit the pulpit to be supplied on tl~ose Sab- 
bathn by ministers of other denominations." The 
enforcement of this vote Air. Howe regarded as 
m expuleion from his pulpit. Accordirpgly he, 

with nearly the entire church and a hrge major- 
ity of tlie congregation, peaceably witlldren, and 
formed a separate religious societj- under the ti* 
of the Evangelical Coilgregational Society of Pep 
perell, to wliicli the churcll allied itself, and of 
which Mr. Hove was recognized as pastor by fi 
council called for that purpose February 1, 11583. 
Thus tlie tow11 \ras divided into two parishes md 
two cliurclies; each churcll, however, claiming to 
be the originnl First Church of Pepped.  

The Pin t  Parish, which now included all 4 s  
legal voters tlutt had not "signed off," and the 
remnant of a cburt$ whicli adhered to it, being 
thus left without a minister, after having heaql 
several candidates, decided in favor of Rev. Charles 
Babbidge of Salem, a Hanranl graduate (class of 
l828), and he was ordaitied Februaq 13, 18qS. 
A gentleman and a scliolar in the fullest import of 
the phrase, courteous and aftable to all wi&& 
distinction of sect or party, lie soon gained the 
esteem of his people. He mnrried, January 1, 
1837, Bliss Elim Ann Bancroft, daughter of one 
of liis parishioners, -Luther Bancroft, Esq. ; ha 
bought a farm, built a house, aud so fully, id* 
fied himself with tile people of Pepperell and tlieir 
interests, that he several times refused calls .* 
much lnrger congregations and more eligible pul- 
pits. He is almost a permanent member of the 
school-board ; and in 1658 he represented the 
town in the legislature. At the commencement 
of tlie late war lie was chaplain of the 6th ngi- 
ment, and tlie first minister in the country tg 
er~list ; thus giving to Pepperell the honor of fny- 
nishirig the first chaplain for the War of the Re-. 
bellion as well as for the Revolution. Having 
served through the three months' cnmpnign of the 
Gth, he received, in November, l861, a commia. 
sion as clinplnin of the 26th Massachusetts Regi- 
ment, in \vhich he served three years. Being 
discliarged November 7, 1864, he returned to the 
peaceful pursuits of liis professional life, and to 
liis people, who gladly welcomed him. Although 
lie has passed tlie allotted age of threescore and 
ten, and the golden wedding of hh ministry t 
near at Iland, jet "his eye is not dim nor his 
natural force abated." 

During the greater part of Nr. Babbidge's ab- 
sence Rev. John A. Buckingham, of Boston, mp 
plied his pulpit an pastor in charge. The old 
meeting-house having been remodelled and mod- 
ernized, was dedicated anew October 27,1836. 

The Second Parish, immediately upon their or- 



p h t i t m ,  ammend 'to b d d - 8  commoaio~ 
meetjqpbo~ut, rhieh uaa dedicated October 31, 
1W. Pmiow to this time their public semias 
bd been held in an d n i s h c d  hall over the store, 
duze tbe t o r n h  now dandy. Mr. Hmc, 
bring an hereditary tendency to consumption, 
find his 'health Ld strength graduall y hiling, 
until b m o b l i i  to ask for r colleague to as- 
mist him in his lnbors. After a trial of several 
andid.te$,the c b  fell 011 Rev. David Andreas 
of lhhm, a gmdtute of Amhemt and of Andover, 
ud k ru ordained January 29,1840. Mr. Howe 
dial the following summer, July 19,1840, aged 
torty-foar. He ma a man of unusual qaci ty  and 
f o d g b .  T t t h  remarkable tact as well aa judg- 
writ, hia administrative abilities wen of a high 
order. Veq few ministers .could have bd off 
ro ~ ~ f u l l y ,  and withal so peaceably aa he, 
ra lsrgs l majority of church and congregation. 
l ' k m  m no legal controversy, no actual q d  
A spirit of bitterness, however, was clevcloped 
unong the people, and the town ru divided into 
ho polibtbeolOgical parties, which existed for 
many years. Bnt the ministem of the opposing 
&, dthough t b q  oould not meet eoch &her 
tidogically, always met ss gentlemen' on the 
common gronnd of Christian courtesy. 
Mr. Andnws, who became sole pastor on Jir. 

Haw's &, was, in many respects, quite differ- 
att from hia predecessor. Though a thorough 
&lar and forcible writer, he was tio orator. Kind 
d sympathizing, he was externally cold cud uu- 
caogenial. A perfect gentleman at heart, in his 
deportment he was awkward and constrained. He 
l id  no policy, no finesse, but i euerytlhing pursued 
ur honest' straiglitforward, outspoken course. He 
preached the gospel, as he believed it, plainly, and 
with a directness that was often Inore pungent thnn 
apeable to his hewen. More than tell yean of 
the best portion of his life were litenlly devoted to 
his church and society, md he larucd, by bitter 
experience, that republics are ungrateful. He 
uked a dismission, which alu gnnted April 2, 
1850. He afteruards pmched several j a m  at 
Tiverton, Bhode Island, and then went to the \Vest. 
He settled in Kinona, Jlmnesota, where he resided 
till Lis decease, in 1870. 

-Rev. Lyman Cutler of Dorchester, n graduate of 
Dertmouth and of Andover, \nu ordnined Jan- 

. uary 22, 1851. He was a superior scholar, with 
r mad! command of language, and a nervous style 
of thought and delivery, which thrilled hL hearers 

to the fingen'eada openbartal8ndfnafmm~ 
guile, he nw tlu qprd-of dl. Bat be was ra- 
bitiow for l i t e v  d b t k t h ,  ad PnsPitcd to the 
puochirl dutia of a aoastrp pariah. His rcqnat 
for r dismbsal waagnnted h'ovembe~, 1853. The 
following year he m settled in Nerton, rime, of- 
ter a brilliant but brid carer, he died, &? 2,1855. 

Rev. Tbomas Morong, a gndaott of drabmt 
a d  of -4ndover, mas ordained April It, lG4 and 
dismissed h'orember 4,1855. 

Jnne 11, 1856, Ber. Edward P. Smith, a gad- 
uate of Yale and of Andover, uaa ordainnl pastor 
of tk church and society. He was &ved + 
murkable executive ability. With him, to think 
was to act ; so much so that he n a  lkbk to 
hastily follow his first impalse, ratber thu~ w t  for 
the sober second thought. In his p-ing md 
in his whole life - pastoral, civil, and yditiai- 
this characteristic m prominent. At the begin- 
ning of the Rebellioa be took ur actim put in 
arousing the people and pmcuring c&stments. 
Haring obtained a month's leave of o h  in 
Jammy, 1863, he attaclred k I f  to the United 
States Christian Commission, apd went to the 
front. The month's nbsence rru ex- in- 
definitely, and a dismiss1 was aakd  for. But 
the society were unwilling to gnnt  it, vainl~ 
hoping that, &r the war, he could content him- 
self with the quiet life and circumscribed sphere 
of Pepperell. At length, December 7,1864, his 
repeated request for a d i s k 1  rru granted. ht 
the close of the war he engaged wit11 his natanl 
nrdor in the muse of the freedmen, and held r 
prominent position in the Americrur Missionary 
Society. He was afterwad Indian agent in Min- 
nesota ; then was appointed commksiontr of Indian 
a&iin. Having resigned this position and bee11 
elected president of Howard Unirersity, he a n t  
to Africa, to become more intimately ocqua&d 
\nth the needs of the Negro race, and the mod 
feasible methods for missionary work among the 
native tribes. While on this missiou he died of 
African fever, on board of the United States vesd 
Ambrig, in tlie Gulf of Guinea, June 15, 1876, 
aged fortj-niue. One of his colabaren thus. 
\mites of Iiim : " He was noted for his love of chS 
dren, his mirthfulness, his generosity, his stroog 
attachments, and his advocacy of the came of t k  
oppressed. Doing good in forgetfulness of self 
was his business, and he punued it to the end." 

In  July, 1869, the meeting-house ru en- 
tirely destroyed by tire, together with Mr. Luther 



Rrk l l ' s  tavern and dore buildings, in which the 
h originnted. The house hncl just been qaired, 
a d  tb basement finished into a convenient vestry, 
which tlre congregation were expecti~lg to use for 
the first time an the ensuing Sabbath. Listad of 
which, tlity met, ou tlut Sabbath, in t l~e  Unihrinu 
house, whose use for the afteniooiis had been cor- 
di l ly  tendered, nnd lijtened to an impressive dis- 
course by Mr. Smitli, from tlie text (Isa. Ixiv. l l ) ,  
"Our lioly and our beautiful ]louse where our 
fitheis p m i d  Thee. is burned up with fire." Af- 
ter considernhle delay, occasioned by a want of 
nnnnimity on tlie question of location, the present 
commodious and well-nrrnnged liouse was erected 
on the site of the old one, and dedicated Jan- 
uaiy 29,1860. 

Tlie same council that concurred in the dismis- 
nl of Mr. Smitli ordained Rev. S. L. Blake, a 
gradunte of lliddlelury and of Adover. Having 
preached ncceptally to the people four years, lie 
u k d  for n dismission December 28, 1868, in 
order to accept a call from the Old South Church, 
in Concord, N. H. Iiis successor \was Rev. Hornce 
Parker, a gmdunte of Amherst, who had previously 
been settled in Ashby. He was installed March 
17, 1870, nnd dismissed September 16, 1873, on 
account of poor health. During his pastorate, and 
tliroqh liis nctive efforts, a delk of nearly 8 1,000, 
whicl~ hd gmdunlly accuniulated, s3s wiped out, 
aud dome $200 ndditional sised for repairs of the 
meeting-how. A prsonnge \was also bought. 

After n year niid a linlf of unsatisfactory and 
unsuccessful trinl of candidates, Rev. George I?. 
Swniii, the present incumbent, nccepted a d, and 
was ordained )lay 12, 1876. 

The firit serious eudfiqvor to introduce the ser- 
vices of Metliodism in Pepperell appenrs to hare 
been made in tlie winter of 1865-60, under the 
Lbon of Rev. A. D. Nerrill and Rev. M. 31. Park- 
burst, nt the North Village school-house. The 
following 3yri11g Parker's Hall, at tlie East Village, 
was hired, nnd Rev. G. Adrms vas sent from tlie 
New E11g1d.l Conference as the fir& pastor of 
n church which was organized May, 1866. The 
successio~i of ministers lias been ns follows : Rev. 
N.' R. Uirry, 18G7 ; Rcv. ASI Ijarneu, 18G9; Rev. 
A'. W. h i d ,  1871 ; Rev. J. H. Emerson, IS74 ; 
Rev. J. IL Cushing, 1875 ; Rev. Alfred Koon, 
-1877. 

In  1573, throng11 the zealous and untiring ln- 
bon of Mr. h i d ,  a fund was mised sufficient to 
buiM a coumdoua church edilice in Babbi-t 

Village, where has been gathered a large and burt 
idling society. 

About 1871 a Catholic chapel was built in the 
Depot Village. Serviceg rue held there trice a - 
month by tlte priest from Ayer. 

E(luca6iottal liirtory. -In, 1741 the t o m  of 
Grotou voted to hove n school, kept a part of the 
time at Kissitisset, which WDS probnbly the first 
school on the west side of the river. h 1749 a 
petition from the parish for mwns-of supporting a 
sclml was p i i t e d  by the torn of Groton, on cou- 
dition t h t  n school-room be provided without ex- . 
pense to tlie town. This conditiou king fu l6 l l4  
tlie town grnnted the sum of E l 3  68. 8d. k 
1751 tlie parish voted to raise $7 10s. for schwl- 
ing, and that the schoal be kept a t  the nearest pan: 
veuient place to the meeting-house; and that all. 
who lived more than two miles distant might drw 
tlieir proportion of the money, and use .it, f6i 
schooling as they might see fit. In 1754 the dis- 
trict voted that the school be kept in three Y& 
but afterwards changed the number to two. A 
school-house in the Centre is first mentioned 
1764. I t  stood on tlie comer where the town- 
house llolv is. In 1770, it nns voted to llavc the 
scliool successively in four different 'parts of the 
distxict, in dtvellu~g-houses. The school-houh 
is again meutioned.in 1771, nnd a vote p a d  to 
liave a grammar master; but the school-h* 
appears to llave belonged to individuals; for in 
1772 tlie district voted to pap k 1 0  lis. 4d. for it, 
and also to build four more. About this time the 
district was divided into six squadron&as they we& 
called, - middle, west, southwest, nortli, south, 
aud east ; and a committee of three persoxls in 
squadron was anuually clioseii to see that the money 
appropriated was properlp erp:iided. In 1809 thd: 
name of squadron was changed to district, nnd t4g 
districts designated by ~mmbers. 

In  1S19, No. 7 was formed from tlie d m  
part of 30. 1, and the folloning year No. 8 was 
t a l i 1  from tlie western part of No. 6. h 18-43 
Ko. 9 was formed from parts of No. 3 aiid NO. O. 

The territory east of Kas11ua River, on'itr annexa- 
tion to the tor11 in 1857, became District No. 10. 

In  1869 the t o m  voted to nbolieli tlie district . 
system, and siucc? then tlie schools have been undep 
the entire control of the school committee; although, 
for convenience, tbe oltl numerical districts rue #ill . . 
rehilled 

The appropriations for support of schools in 
various yews h v e  bew as follows; 1758, L 10 ; 
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1768, 225; 1778,2400 (continental); 1788, 2 90; 
1798, 2160; 1805, 8500; 11118, $600; 1828, 
$760 ; 1888, $850; 1848, Q 1,000; 1858, s i,eoo; 
1868, S 1,500 ; 1978, $9,400. - 

In September, 1833, 31r. Erasmns D. Eldridge, 
r graduate of Amherst, r h o  had previously taught 
in Sembroke, Xew Hampshire, opened a private 
d o 0 1  for the fall in sohool-house No. 1. l 'he 
rchool wm so successful that an interest in duca- 
tion, already awakened among the prominelit citi- 
mu, was i n c d  so much that m February 
Mowing an association was formed, with a capital 
d $1,000, in forty shares, for the establishment of 
an academy. An eligible lot was bought for S 100, 
and Dr. Nehemiah Cutter, who was always ready to 
fixward to the utmost any public improvement, con- 

. tracted to build a suitable buikling for the remain- 
ing $900. So eqmhtiously was the m r k  carried 
on,vthat in July, 1834, the school-house mas dedi- 
ated with appropriate services ; and Mr. Eldridge, 
who had n t m e d  in the spring, and reopei~ed his 
school, took possession of the same, with fifty-two 
papib, under the name of the Pepperell Acndemy. 

Mr, Eldridge, although a stern diiiplimrian, 
was, when off duty, exceedingly social and lively. 
A shrewd observer of human nature, and endowed 
with f d  share of executive ability, he possessed 
in an eminent degree the faculty of makiug a school 
popular. . E ~ l l i n g  in the natural sciences, he in- 
dined more to practical methods of teaching t l m  
w u s d  at that day. He extemporized a chemi- 
al apparatus, with which he gnve experiments in 
frequent lectures to crowded and astotiished nudi- 
en=. With only a school-buildieg, nithout a 
dollar in funds or a single volume of libnry, and 
with no apparatus, except of his own funtishitig, 
he succeeded in making Pepperell Academy the 
m ~ s t  flourishing institution in tlie vicinity. Stu- 
dents flocked to it from a distance of twenty miles 
or more. In the cntalogue for 1836 we find tlie 
total number of scliolars during the jenr to be : 
males 90, females 88, with an avenge attendance 
of 70. Of thesc 44 were classic31 scholars, and 
90 were from other toms. 

At the close of the fall term in 1837 Mr. El- 
dridge resigued, in order to enter the ministry. 
The teachen that have succeeded him are ns fol- 
lows: Rev. George Cook till September, 1838; 
Hemey B. Wilbur till Jlnrch, 1839 ; Willard Brig- 
ham till May, 1840; Honce Herrick till'llay, 
1841 ; Josiah Pillebury till September, 1842 ; 
Charlea Cummings fall term of 1842 ; Iloses Case 

from March, 1843, till Ma?, 1844; J. E. B. Jew- 
ett till November, 1844 ; ZLloses Cask from March, 
1Y45, till November, 1847; J. Stone till May, 
1849; E. E. Boynton till May, 1850; -h. Z 
M. Smith till November, 1851; L. P. Hood fnun 
April, 1853, to November, 4855 ; Charks S. Fu- 

I rer the fall term of 1854. ' Au act of incorporation was granted by the 
legislatare of 1841, and a board of &'tea trustees 
chosen in accordnuce therewith. But the real eshk 
having been. originally conveyed in snch r manner 
that tlie corpntiou could have no valid title to 
the property, the trustees coald only superintend 
the management of the school. The interest m 
the school gradually decrrased, md then is no 
record of any meeting of the trustees after March, 
1855. The building stood ready for the occu- 
pncy of any respectable and competent person 
who might be willing to take possession and open 
a school. I t  tvns thus succes~ively occupied for 
a shorter or a louger time by H. T.. Wheeler, 8. 
C. Cotton, D. W. Richardson, Miss Caroline A. 
Shattuck, aud A. J. Iluntoon. I n  1860, A. J. 
Saunden opened a school, which he .mcce&dj 
maintained for several years. 

The building had been kept in repair by f d  
m i d  by fairs, tea-parties, and similar spasm& 
efforts at sundry times. ~ q i o n a U y  the t d -  
ers had paid for mcmary repairs, rtther tbw rt 
tempt to collect from the public. . . 

In 1864, the towu having voted for a achool of 
liigl~er grade, aud appropriated $)PO0 for the pur- 
pose, the ncndeiny building was nlso a m ,  
and Mr. Sounders, being in possemion, was dis- 
posed of by being appointed principal. This high 
scliool a s  sustained for four years and then di.wn- 
tinued till 1873, when it was again established, u ~ b  
continued six years, and then ag in  discontinued 

Meanmlule about $800 lmd been rtrised by sub 
scriptions for additioml*shares of stock in the 
academy, and tlie building, having been remod- 
elled nnd repnid througliout, has been rented to 
the town for school purposes. 

In 1850 a boys' boarding-school was opened 
by Rev. Ihvid Perry in t l~e house that stood on 
the spot now occupied by J. E. 13. Jewett. TI& 
school ans quite successful; but in May, 1855, 
the whole establishment was destroyed by fire, to- 
gether wit11 the boarding-house and insane retreat of 
Dr. N. Cutter and Dr. J. S. N. Howe. Mr. Perry 
removed his school to Brookfield, but returned 
with it to P e p p e d  in 1857, 4 establistred it 



on the fum nor owned by Glonel S. P. SWuck.  
Upon the decease of his wife, about three years 
after, he abandoned the school and left town. 

A f e d e  bondiilg-school was comrneuced- in 
1853, m the house now 3.h. Hutchinson's, nnd 
for eved years n*a quite n success under the 
management of Mrs. A. E. Coiiruit and her two 
daughters. - 

A publii library was established by the town in 
1877. I t  now numbers over 3,000 volumes, a~ id  
is very genemusly patronized by tlie public. 

Ia(ZmHlricrX -In the petition to be set off as a 
psrish;the territory of Pepperell mas not inaptly 
described as "good land well situated." The sur- 
face is undulating, in the western part deaidedly 
hilly. The t o m  is noted for its beautiful scenery 
nnd fine drives, and attracts duruig the buminer 
months many visitors from the cities. Along the 
Nashua River are several fine intervales. The soil 
is generally good, and well adapted to fruit-culture, 
to which ccmsiderable attention is paid. 

During the earlier history of the town the prin- 
cipal industry was farming, almost every farm-house 
being supplemented by a cooper's shop, wherein tlie 
enforced leisure of winter \ms improved in making 
barrels for tlie Boston market. Farming is still 
the chief business, nltliougli the cooper-shops have 
nearly all disappeared. 

For *inany years tlie Centre, with its meeting- 
house, postoffice, and stores, to say notliing of t l ~  
tavern, was the priiicipnl village. Two miles north 
of this is the Xorth Village, a cluster of about 
a dozen houses, on the Kissitisset River, a small 
stream affoding here a privilege, which has, from 
time to time, furnished tlie power for a saw and 
grist mill, a carding alid clothier's mill, a slioddy- 
mill, and now a paper-mill. About one and a 
quarter miles below, on the same stream, is the 
East Village, which in earlier times rejoiced in 
the name of the Lower Store, and later, in the 

possession of a large tavern, and still later, r poat- 
office, wliicll has been removed to tlie Depot Village. . 

Here are the grain and lumber mills, and also tJm . 
machine-shops of Blake Brothers, manufactur&m 
of the Blake turbine water-wheel. Some hmidnd 
rods below this are the Nissitisset Mills, o d  by 
H. A. Parker L C'o., xvho manufactare batting, 
wrapping-paper, and leather board; and have also 
ail extensive lumber-mill and grain-mill. A paper'- + 
mill was located here as early as 18530. . a 

About 1834 Mr. And Emerson built a paper- 
mill at Babbitasset Falls, on the Naahns. !Wa 
privilege, one of the best on the river, had hereto- 
fore been utilized for a clothing and carding mill, 
aiid was known as The Forge. Two paper m i h  
were burned, and tlie property passed through wv- 
en1 ownerships, r i th varied success ar ran t  of it, 
until in 1863 Mr. H. 31. Clark obtained possession 
of the whole propert6 arid immediately commenced 
to develop its capacities. Tl~ere am now, owned - 
by S. D. 'Tarre11 .& Co., two firs&lass miUs, 
rliich employ about one hundred and twentpfive 
hands, at a monthly pay-roll of 84,000, and make 
one liundred and fifty tons of paper3 per month. 
In the mnnufacture of tinted paper they c b  es- . 
l ~ c i a l  excellence. 

, Dabbitasset Tillage in 1833 contained six bonsee, 
atid upon the territorv ~iow occupied ,by the Depot 

I Tillage, on the opposite side of the river, the= waa 
in 1847 one house. The two villages now form 
one, which, wit11 over one hundred and twenty 
dwelliiigs, has become the business part of the: 
town. Much of its prosperity is due to the enter-.: 
prise and success of hlr. Frank Leighton, shoe 
manufacturer. His factory having been destroyed 
by fin: in hlarcli, 1879, a new one, with all the- 
modem improvemeiits, has already been completed,: 
with a capacity for furnishing employment to five. 
hundred persons. 
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R E A D I N G .  

BY HLBhY BARRUS AND C-OLL D. WBIOHT. 

HE town of Readiig, which for- 
merly included the present 
t o m s  of Rending, WnkeEqla, 
and North Rending, was once 
the d o e n  nnd hunting-ground 
of the Snugus tribe of Indians. 

I They cultjvrrted the lmids bor- 
dering up011 the Great Poud 
(now Lake Qua~mpoaitt), and 
the proofs of their residence 

h are weu in the numerous impleme~its of stone 
atill found in the vicinity? 
. . The colonial records show that in September, 
1639, *he inhabitcluts of Lynn petitioned " for a 
plm for an inland plantation at the hend of their 
bounds,'' A t a t  of land four miles square was 
granted, with the conditioii '# that the petitioners 
shall, within t r o  years, make some good proceed- 

:,ing in.planting, so rrs i t  may be a village fit to 
contain a convenient number of inhabitants, which 
pay, in due time, h v e  a church there." 

In 1640 the court ordered tllst #'Lynn Village," 
the name first given to the new settlement, should 
be exempted from taxes "a9 soon as seven houm 
be built and seven families settled." Tlie town 
ras incorpornted Jfny 29, 1644, by the name of 
" Redding," in honor af Rending in England, 

, whence, it is said, some of the first settlers of Lynn 
Village me. The four miles square included 

. pearly the snme temtory now constituting Rending 
, and Wakefield. Tlie first settlements wire mnde 

near the soutliern part of tlie Great Pond. The 
mmes of the earliest settlers nre in .doubt, the 
flnt r e c o d  of Lynn and W i n g  being imperfect. 
I t  is believed that tlie following named persons, 
with their families, were residents about tlie 
time of incorpomtio~~ : Nicholas Brown, Thomns 
Clark, John Damon, William Cowdrcy, George 
Davis, Robert and Samuel Dunton, Josiah Dustin, 
Jonas Eaton, William Eaton, Znchrinh Fitch, Isaac 

1 Mr. J1ma H. Carter of Wakefield hu 8 fine collection 
d urow-ha&, stone patla. h.tehd-~=da, md 0 t h  Indian 
dia lwnd hem. 

Hart, Tholnas Hartshorn, Wlninm Hooper, Thomas r  
Kendnll, Jolm Lnukin,, Tliomas hhnllall, IVilliam a 
,\Indin, Joliu Pa-rson, John Poole, Tliomns Par-- 
ker, Fmncis Smitli, Joliu Smith, Jeremy Swayne,, 
Tliolnas and Edwmrd Taylor, R i c M  aud Samuel3  
Walker, JO~III Wiley. 

Those who hare lind ohasion to cxaminc the= 
early records of tlie town nssumc that portions have a 
been lost, but tl~ey sdem to forget thnt t h e b r r l s  OF 
town officers, common enougli nt tlie present, did 
not for some yenrs exist. The different officials 
were created f k m  time to tinie as the exigencies 
of the situation .wrned to require. No provision 
nppears to llavc been made for some years for call- 
ing town-meetings, or for.keeping records of their 
doings.' 

Tlie earliest entry in the records of this tom is 
clatecl the 6th of the eleventh month, 1644, r l ~ e n  
land was given John Poole. An agreement was 
mnde with him to build a water-mill for tlie use of 
the town. Hc wns to keep it in repnir a t  his own 
expense, and attend to grinding corn two or t l ~ m  
days of the week n~llesv mom days werc qui red .  
The town gave him control of the river and such 
land as should be u d u l  for the mill. It agreed 
neither to set up, nor to nllow to be set up, any otl~er 
mill within the bounds of Rendirig to hinder the 
custom of said mill, so long as mid Poole, his heirs, 
ek., should well and sufficieutly griud for tlie town's 
we. The mill *as built near the ppresent site of 
the Rattan Works in Wakefield. 

Sevcrnl grants of laud were made 3 tlie same 
date to other persons who appear to have been resi- 
dents. 

The first cliurch nas organized in 1644 or 1645, 
being the twenty-fourtll iii tile mlouy. A house 
of worship was probably built n h u t  tlie same time. 
The absence of records iildicntes that it was doile 

r nrap, -d, - t, b,, a,. ,, ,r end - 
pInint In 1639 thc court, mrcrring to the impcdeet ~.~eonIa kept 
in civil suits, d m m  hat  fuller mnb be kept, as they tnigbt be 
bf good w as prmllent for porterity.. The lou of mdy town 
monk, so oRcu h t d ,  moy k hqdy doe to th~ hc ttht 
they w e r  ulbd. 



bg to be considek ;ill next meetink, &ell to tiilinm Cord- pmbbh heH tbc o h  of Ckrk d writs, 
or not gi\.eu; that tso llfig lu;?l be dm tin him death i. la?. " C*rt for cbim &),"-a phnw b 

" c l a k p  f a "  
y ;" . - 

dividarl effort rather thsn at the charge of 
mn. The first pastor of the church was Rev. 
'J Green; the first deacons were Zachrinh 
I, John Parson, Thomas Kenclall, Thomns 
er, and William Cowdrey. 
militnry orpnizntion am a necessity - of the 
I, md " the Rending Lifa~itry Compn1iy," with 
ard Walker, a braw officer for its captaia, wns 
formed. The next recorded act of 'the town 
in 1647, levying n tax on boards sold or cnr- 
o h  of tom. In this pear seven meu, Robert 
Dn, Francis Emitli, William Cowdrey, Ser- 
t Jfarshll,  H e n r ~  Felcli, TYilliam Jlartin, 
Bichard Walker, were chosen ('to order all 
prudential affairs of the tow11 except giviiig of 
and timber." Similar bonds continued to be 
n, rind ten years Inter were called "select- 
" h 1648 nppend the first vote relative to 
aEng of town-meeti~~gs. " 

In Mny, 1648, Iler. R e n ~  Green, first pastor of 
the church, died. Rev. Samnel &ugh, of Boston, 
succeeded lum, and began prenchilig liere in No- 
vember, but was not ordained till March, 1650. 
He was educated at Harvnrd College, but did not 
~rndunte. He d i d  March SO, 1662, in Boston, 
at the house of his brot.her-in-law, Hezekiah 
Usl~er. He left a large estate, appraised at k1,832 
78. 5rl.' The church, nt his ordimtion, had forty 
members.' 

In 1619 the t o m  ordered that ' I  them b&ng 
manni sad acsidantes in tlie Contrce by fire, to the 
great dnmning of many, by joining of barn- and 
llaystnckes to d\<elling houses; tharfor, no barns 
nor hnpetncke shall be sett within six pollee of anni 
dwelling house opon pnilte of ten~be shillings." 
Also, onlered, "thnt evvcrj d~elli~~g.honse shall 
lave a sufficient lather @adder] st?nding by the 
chimney for tlie preventing of the 'damage of fire, 

be binding by the tenth day of April, 
. . 

n the pnnilte of tenne sltillings." 
ourt g v e  Francis Smitli leave to draw wine 

ding for tlie nfreshment of travellers and 

I t  is quite uncertnin yhether a tomclerk vas 
chosen by t l ~  town for more t h  forty yean. 
The court in 1641 ordered thnt in mdry town 

;-t-. 
tliere should be appointed a penon to grant snm- 

i : monses, attachments, etc., who should be a~lled 
''Clark of the Writtes," to be chosen for a y&, 

. . 

and till othes should be chosen in their room. Tha 
court made the nppointment for the differeat t o m  
then existing. 'The ccclarks of writs " id 1643 
sere rcquiml to keep records of births, d ~ t h s ,  
and mamap.  William Cordrey, in 1649, wss 
chosen for this town? The- t o m  mcords as kept 
by him became niore full from renr to fear, b i t  
no record of the cl~ocrsing of a tom-clerk by tbe 
people appears till the m n d l  meeting in 1688  
when the records say, " Godman John Be&- 

old 80.t~ CLWC~. 

nd was given Timothy Coo+r, rluch, if he 
0t hux Or fence upon,' =- 
d.to to~~l l ,  alld lie was "to pay 50 sllillinlp 
ide~poiutil~~ tlien~ of an inl~~bitnut." ~hou$ll 
,itauk seerued to be at a due 
rn merciscd in tile distribution of land, and 
~wn odered ''thjt no land should be given any 
Sdt what shall be nmlmunc\ed orderlv at. town- 

elder wns choscll clerk for this day." This form' is 
changed in 1687, when DeaconISathiiiel Cowdny, 

1 Ew ilrm p j n t d  in Qm& fof the Fmm Im * 
laao, once belonginlr to ~ c r .  IU~. ~ ; ~ b  intedattd, m o d  m. 
trining much valuable information written by him, w m  mold .L 
auction (Jfawh. 1879) for 8289.50. Tbcy k l o n ~ d  to Mr. 
Brinlcy, of Ilnrtfonl. The family of Judge ScrrU, r h o  
paajan of ebi,h, L* pmion of tk 
many ~ . ~ n ,  a d  dispored ot them to fi. John L. n ' i e n ,  of 
Barton. 
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I inv inq  I 
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rair of William, is ncorded as town-clerk " for the 
atsuing ycar." 

Surveyors of fenm a ~ ~ d  h i d ~ u n p  were first 
chosen in 164.8, nnd a constable in 1649. The 
toh-meetiags, as might be inferml from the 
Phanrier of calling them, accurml at irregular pe- 
nods till 1057, whe11 it trm o~lcred thnt there 
lou ld  be two n1111un1 meetings, - one on the 1st 
or 8d of December, the other 011 the 1st or ad of 

iren licm 
no sllil ti1 

The town received a complihmtag ndtia at 
a very early dutc. Johnson's IP6&-IYmPing 
Proriilenre, published about 16w, says: "Ilead-. 
ing is well artekd a d  situate about a p a t  +nd, 
beeides it ln t l~  two mills, the one a Saw-&fill, tbe 
other a Corn-JIill, which stand on two several 
streams; it hath n d  been so frnitful for children 
as her sister Wobum hath ; her habitation is fallen 
in the very center of, the country ; they axti  ell 

Februq.  The selectmen were cl~osen ill Decem- 
ber and the minor officers in February. In 1674 
the December meeting wns discontinued. 

.In October, 1651, thc court gnnted to the in- 
habitants of Rending, in addition " to their former 
f m r  miles, . . . . about two miles conte~~t,"-the 
territory that is now North Reading. 

A &vision of lots on Woburn line was made in 
1653 among tl~irtj-four -male inllditrrnts allose 

'mimes are given, md are supposed to be all the 
r d q t  males belonging to the town. 

I t  was ordered, in 1663, that 'Cno man shall 
Call  an^ Oak, Spruce, or Pine trees, fit for bard% 
within t b m  miles of tlie meeting-house, except for 
his own use, under a penalty of fire sl~illii~gs for 
every tree."' hiensures were taken in the follow- 
ing year for preventing un~~eceswry waste of trees 
for fuel, !l'homas Brome, the dish-tun~er, had 
liberty to fell ash and mnple trees on condition 
tdrt he paid " xott and lottel to the town of Red- 
ding." Walter Fairfield I~ad cC free liberty " to 
feu trees for his trade on the same terms. 

A county Ilighwny was laid out from r\rdover 
to gf Beddingo," four rods \ride "except through 
tk6 common fields of Reddiage, and the renot to 
be less than two rods witle." 
Henry Felch, '' for departiug the publique as- 

embly when the ordiaance of baptism was about 
to bq administered, was lullnonislied by the Court 
at his sin, nnd was ordered to pay costs to Jonas 
Eaton, two akillings." 

will& Cowdrey was empowered, iu 1654, ['to 
d wine of any sort, and strong liquors to the 
Idam,  as to hi judgment shall seem most meet 
rrd necusary for their =lief in just and urgent 

. ocaqion~, nnd not otllerniw, pmriiled he shall not 
wll or deliver more than one pint to any one In- 
dian at nny onc. time upon nnv prr t~nce whatever?' 
&p John Sm~tlt ,  Lsed to keep bq$yyry ".a: qp fbr not 

,r~.dw,' -n ror~ltrhl~t~~ -- 
,I.*- 1'- 

stocked with cattle for the number of people. i They have gntl~ered into a church, and ordained a 
pastdr from among themselves at the same time ; 
a jou~ig man of good abilities to preach the word, 
and of very humble belwior, named Mr. Green, 
lte lmvit~g finished his course, departed this life 
not long after, whose labors ate with the Lord. 
After him succeeded in the place one Mr. Hoph, a 
young man, one of the first fruits of New England, 
a mtn studious to promote the truths of Christ." 

In 1655 there wen twenty slaves in town, four-' 
teen males and six females. 

Tl~e town was vigilant in regard to aU that 
affected the mornls of the people, and in 166% 
ordered that "no woman, maid, nor boy, nor gall 
sludl sit in the south alley and alle? of the 
meeting-how, upon penalty of led. for every day 
they sllall sit there. . . . . And every dog that 
comes to meeting either OIL the Lord's day or lee- 
ture day, except it be their dogs, that pap for a 
dog-whipper, the owner of these dogs shall pay six- 
pence for every time they come to meeting." 

Rev. John Brock, third p t o r  of tlie Fint  
Church, was ordained November 13, and on the 
followi~~g day mnrried the widow of liis pjedeces- 
sot who died a fcw months before. 

In 1667 it was agreed cc that all the privileges of 
lnnd, timber, and commons shall belong unto the 
present houss now erected, and to uo other tbt 
sllall be erected hereafter." There wen at this 
time fifty-nine houses. The next p a r  it (rrss'or- 
dered (' thnt no man after this date shall come 
into the t o m  here to inhabit, nitbout the consent 
of the town ; but he shall put in security, to secun' 
the town of a11 charges that slrnll come thereby." 

That part of the town now called Reading was 
styled, in 1673, "Wood End," probably with nf- 
erence to the large amount of wood growing t b r e  
in comparison with that in the First ~ a r & h ,  where 
the lands had been cultivated by the Indiurs. 
Frequent votes by the town indicate a scarcity of 
wood and timber, and stringent measures m m  
adopted for their prrrmtion. 



King Philip's War began in 1675, and Reading 
ku required to furnish its quota of troops. Among 
those known to llnve entered the service were 
M a j ~ r  Jeremiah Swayne, Chptain Jonatlian Poole, 
Thoman h c r o f t ,  Samuel Lmson, A v i d  h c h -  
elder, James Case, Satnuel Damon, Gabriel Taylor, 
Thomas Nichols, \Yilliam Roberts, Nicl~olas Lunn, 
John hniold, Willia~n Arnold, William Bobbins, 
Thopas Brown, Ebenezer Flint, Daniel Flint, 
Joseph Hartshorn, John Westoa, mid Richarc1 
Smith. A tax uns assessed upon the t o m  in tlie 
colony a~nounting to E 1,553 6s. 4d.  _ Of this sum, 
Reading paid 216  98. l ld . ,  twenty-eight tow~ls 
paying more than tliis, and twcnty paying less. 
A garrison-house was erected in what is no\\- Korth 
Beading, in which the people could take refuge, 
and defend themselves against the Lidia~~s. Tlie 
marks of Indian bullets might long be seen upon 
the doors. Other liouses were built xitli plank 
walls lined with bricks as a defence against the 
common foe. 

The couucil issued orders to Captain Swayne, of 
*ding, as follo\rs : " Captain S\vaine, - The 
Council having taken illto consideration tlie present 
state of matters as to tlie commoll enemy, do judge 
meet to order that forthwith upon receipt of tliis, 
you rnmso;, and as soon as ma! be draw up the 
garrison soldiers under your commaiid, of tlie towus 
of Hadley, Hatfield, Springfield, rud Westfield, aid 
with them to lnnrch to Deerfield, and tlie pLwes 
thereabouts and then search for aiid destroy the 
common enemy." 

There were two prominent military Inen in town 
a t  that time, Captain Jonatlia~i Poole and Captain 
Jeremiah Swayne, between ~ ~ h o m  there seems to 
have been a strong feeling of rirairy. Both were 
e5cier1t officers, and had doue good service against 
the LndiaG. Iu October, 1675, Captain Poole was 
in  ~i$fie.ld when the garrison was attacked by 
about eight hundred I~idiaus. Captain Poole, with 
his men, made a spirited defe~icc at  one point, 
while the veteran BIosele~ defended another. Tlie 
fight was desprate ; but the Indians proved no 
match for the Englisli, by whom they were repulsed 
at every poiut. Captaiu h o l e  was quartermaster 
under Chptain Hutcl~insoii in 1671. 

A petition was sent from tlie tonn to the Gen- 
eral Court in 1677, from ~ l ~ i c l i  it appears that an 
election of captain was peilding, and tlie to~vn was 
divided into two parties concerning tlie matter. 
'lh peiitioners said : " I t  begins to l~nve influeace 
in Town mattem, to strive to circumvent oue another 

i our Actions which wee feare will have ahad con- 
sequence. Tl~erefom, wee humbly intreate tbe 
Honored Court that you would be pleased b issue 
the case for us, and settell some abell nnd 
person in the pbce of o Gipten amongst us that our 
strife may ?y at hn ende." The-court cut the knot 
by appointing Swayne as major ; and Poole became, 
or conti~~ued to be captain, but died tlie next year, 
greatly lamented. He was ancestor of Hon. Hor- 
ace P. Wakefield, N.D., formerly of this ' town, 
recently superintendent of the State dlmsho& at 
Mollsou. 

Captain Swayne the younger, and perhaps 
tlie more ambitious man. He was employed on * 

important expeditions, and has a good record in 
the history of those , trying times. He was 5 lieu- 
tellnut nuder Najor Appleton ill the Narmgansdt 
Fight, where he received a severe wound. Da* 
Bachelor, of Iteading, was younded at the rnme 
time. 

I n  August, 1688, Najor Swayne was appointed 
by the court "as commander-h-chief of all tbe 
forces raised and detached out of the several regi- 
ments witliin the colony, against the Keniiebec 
mid Eastern Indians aqd their confederates, with 
l'ower to fight, take, kill, and destroy the said 
enemy by all tlie ways and means ~mssjble." . He 
received ten pounds as an outfit for the expedi- 
tion. He liad liis headquarters at  Salmon Palls,, 
in Berwick, Maine, and was engaged in severil 
battles. Major Swayne was a physiciah, and lield 
tlie offices, at various times, of justice of the peace, 
selectmall, representative, and assistant. The coart 
gmiited to liiln a~id to Samuel Damdn, b u d  
Lumson, 717illiam Robbins, James Pike, Jr., md 
Samuel Xichols, of Beading, aud others belo~igi* 
in Lynn, Beverly, and Hiughm, a trnct of land in 
tlie " Kipmug Country," eight miles square, "for. 
tlieir services in the late , Indinn war." Majof 
S ~ m y ~ e  died in 1710, aged sixty-seven. 

hi assessme~it of teu pounds was laid in 1686 
upon the tar-payers of tlie torn, numberjug nil=- 
ty-one perso~is, to mise money to pay t l ~ ~  Indians 
for the territory of Reading purchased some y&m 
previously'. The deed was not signed till 1687.. 
Tlie Indians who signed it chimed to le decnd- .  
ants aud near relatives of Sagamore, " GeorgeNo- 
Xose," ~vliom they &rm to lmve been tlie t ry  
owner of the land that the towns of Reading and 
Ly~in stand upou. Four sign b? tlieir mark, 
and oue ouly writes out his name in full, "James 
Quo l~oph i t .~  His wife, Mnry, is aLw one of ttc 
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signers. They are described as of Nntick, and it is 
pleaglnt ,to know that this James Quonolml~it, as 
the name was then spe lh ,  was orje of the Almtle 
Eliot's '' pmpir~g Indians." IIc was often em- 
plojed during King. Pliilip's War in assistiug our 
people and officers in their especlitions npinst 
Philip. James and his brotller Thomas, tl~eu about 
eighty-sir jenn old, were at one time in nctive 
senice with Captnili IIcnclima~i as guides. 

LnkeQunnnlm\ritt ~nrdoubtedly received its name 
in honor of James Quonopoliit, but we are not told 
;rrhen, or by rhom, tllc " G m t  Pond " wns chris- 
tened with its present name. 
Rev. Jolin Brock, tbird pastor of the church, 

did in 1688. He was born in Euglmd in 1620 ; 
graduated nt H m a d  College in 1646; prenclied 
in Rowley and at the hlcs of Shoal*; he was settled 
in Reading twenty-six years. 

Cotton llntlicr, in his dfugaalia, gives some re- 
marknble instailces of answers to his pmyers.' I t  
bas  said of him, "Ire lives as nenr heaven as 
any man on mrth." His successor was Rev. Jona- 
t l ~ m  Pierpont (H. U. 1685), r h o  wms ordained 
June !46, 1689. He wns pastor till his death, in 
1709. He was held in much esteem. A contem- 

said, c'Ile was a lnan of g m t  worth." 
Judge Sendl slanks of liis death as "a very great 
loss." Tl~e sccoi~d meeting-house was built about 
1689. Subscriptions were received towards its 
building from scventy-two persons in Rending, 
t\r.a~ty-six in Lynn Ed, now Lynnfield, aud niue 
ill Cl~nrlestown End, ~iow Sto~lelmm. 

A compaily of soldiers from W i n g  joined the I 

The town voted in 1693 to have a free school 
kept. 

For several years the t o m  had been @xed 
toward the maintennnce of the Ilystic. Bridge in 
3ledfon1, wl~ich the people of Readiag \rere = 
obliged to 1 1 ~ s  over in going to Boston. In 1695 
tbe town voted " t l~at they trill not be nt nny cl~arge. a 
to repnir Jlystic bridge, unless compelled to i t  by - 
lnw." 

Tl~e  town voted, 1694, "tliat tl~ere sliould be = 
only one house of entertait~ment in t o ~ n  " ; and 4 
also voted " tllat tilere sllall be sllade trees left d 
upon the common " ; chose for first time a wprnte r 
board of assessors, nud lnid for fitting up the house r 
where Ilaster Lines kept " scoole," - probably 1 
Nicl~olas Lynde. Joseph Upto11 was sclioolmnster~ 
in 1694 - 95. The selectmen agreed wit11 Jona- - 
t h n  Poole, in 1697, for keepil~g "a scolle to tech A 
the young people to wrigl~t, to read, and to cast 
up awounts, clot far as snid Poole could, and they - 
coppble to lnnic in the time." 111 1701 the se- 
lectmen agreed nit11 Joliii Herbert to t a c h  the 
children in " redii~g, wrigl~ting, and sifering," at  a 
snlary of E l l  per yenr in money. 

Stephen, soil of Samuel Dix, was drowned in the 
Q m t  Pond in 1705, at the age of tliirteeii yenn. 
Samuel was son of hlp11, n4io came to Rending 
from Ipswich ill 1662. The late Geiienl Joli~i A. 
Dis of New York lu~s stntd tliat " Aathony Dir, 
who came to Plymoutli in tlie seconcl 1-essel thnt 
mclled there after tlie lauding of die Pilgrims, was 
the comlnon ancestor of Rdpb Diu a id  myself." 

In 1706 five of n party of Illdialis slio 11ad nt- 
Cnlllule e x p h i o n  in 1690. Eylir~irn Snvage w s  1 tacked Dunahblc came to tlie dneili~rg of John 
captaiu. l'lrc nitcl~cmft lurlacy prevailed to some 
extent in tliis town in 1692. Lydia Dustin, Snrnli 
D&in, -probably dauglltcn of Josinl~, a11c1 per- 
hnps inni?cn Indies, - Mary Tnylor, and hrnli, 
rife of Nicllolns Rice, were nmsted for witcl~crnft, 
a11d imprisoued in l3ostou, but acre filially nc- 
q"itted. Mrs. Rice wns kept in jail from. June to 
October, w11en lier liusbnnd petitioned tlic court for 
her release. He declared lie " l~ad lived vitli her 
above twenty y m ~ ,  LA all \vhich time he had never 
nason to accuse lier of impiety or \vitcIicnft ; but 
the contrary, she l ivd  with l~im as 3 good, faitliful, 
dutiful wife, arid nlways hnd respect to the onli- 
nnnees of God, . . . . nnd it is deplornble that, 
'in old age, the poor, decrepid romnn sliould I1e 
under confi~~emcnt in a loatluo~ne jail, ~vlicn lier 
circuinshnces mther require n nurse to nttei~d 
her." She wns soot1 after liberated. 

Hnmdeu, in the nortllrvesterly part of Rending, 
now included in IVilmiagton. They entered the 
11ouse nt niglit, tlirougl~ tlic roof, ill tlie absence of 
tlie fatlicr, and killed Mrs. Hnnitlen alid three of 
eight cl~iIdren, and carried the otliers away; but 
the captives were recovered. 

m e  iil~babitants on tlie north side of ipswich 
River, now Nortl~ Reading, ia 1709 asked advice 
of. t11e town "where to sett tlieir meetinghouse." 
Wici t o m  voted that the ~ ~ h o o l  be kept in the 
Wood End one quarter of tllc time this year. 

In the expeditions sent aginst the French and 
Indians ia Canada ~ n d  Nova Scotia, in this cmd 
tlie follot\ing Jean, forty-sb soldiers went from 
Reading. 

Hev. Ricliard Brown, gndunte of Harvard Col- 
lege i11 1607, 113s ordni~~cd pastor of tlie church 
in Bending in l7l%, and, like llis p t e d m r ,  d i d  



d'tm 8 pastorate of twenty years. The church, in 
January, 1720-21, had a membership of two hun- 
dnd and thirty-six persons, belonging in the ter- 
h r y  now embraced ill the towns of Melrose, 
*&oneham, Wilmington, North Reading, Lyaii- 
kid, .&ding, and Wakefield. Tlrree churches, 
Lfnnfield, North Reading, and Stouehm, were 
formed during the pastorate of Jfr. Brown, which 

Precinct, desiring tlut a part of Reading, Lynn, 
and Audover be set off to them to help support 
tlie gospel, a committee wae chosen to go to the 
General Court to defend the parish from 'any 
" breaking in " from the North Precinct or c k  
where. 

The expenses of the town for 1730 amounted to 
$77, of which $36 were paid for pcbooliug. The 

duced the number in his church to one hundred receipts *ere f; 99, leaving to " ye town's credit 
Incl eighty-four. The North Precinct was set off L 22. i q  u s distinct parish ih 1713. Itj first meeting k e v .  Richard Brown died in October, 1732. 
ru held November 27, Sergeiint George Flint In tlie bill of funeral expenses Andrew Tyler, of 

as moderator, aiid John Harnden as clerk. 
The town voted, in 1714, to give them f SO; 
"one half d e n  they finish tlieir meeting-house, 

Boston, is credited with six gold +gs, 210  1 8 ~  
Mrs. Martha Brown for wine furnished, t 5 ;  
"Rlioin" (Rum), 18a., etc. Rev. Mr. Hobby was 

d the otlier half when they build a miiiisterial ordained pastor of the First Church iu 1735, with 
house." The toliv voted tliis year " to procure a 2 00 as a settlement gift, nn annual salary of 
om Bell, not to cost over 250." I LIS?O, and thirty cords of wood, with thb use of , 

' Johu Brorne, captain, selectman, justice of the ' tlie parsonag. One item in the bill of exp4nses 
peace, aud representative, " nitty, yet rise, grave, , for the ordimtion is " 1 bbl. of wiue," costing 
good, ainong the best," as his tombstone says, died 
m 1717, aged eighty-three. 

Rev. Daniel Putnam, fiom Danvew, a graduate 
of Harvanl College in 1717, was ordained pastor 
of the second church in Reading (Sorth Reading) 

L13 88. , 
In 17.56 - 37 the throat distemper waa pnva- 

lent, and thirty children in this town died of it io 
tlw course of six mouths. John Swain lost'hio 
wife rind six children by tlie d i m  in the coarse 

in 1720, rliich thca had thirty-nine members. of two months. I Sir families were liere in 1680 ; eight other fnmi- In 1737 Ensign Nathaniel Parker died, and wan 
lies in 1684; five more before 1687 ; eiglit more tile first person buried in tile present cemetery in 
before 1690. There were fifty-three tax-payers in , Reading. Imprtaut action was taken by the 
this precinct in 1730. : town in laying out highways, etc., throughout the 

I n  1723 the t o m  voted to petition the General town. 
Court concerning a free course for tlie fish to come l i t  1741 L v .  George Whitefield preached-on 
to Reading. 

The church records in the North Precinct men- 
tion "a temble earthquake October 29, 1727, 
which lasted at times three montlis." Li t  1728 
tb town voted to accept tlieir proportiou of the 
bills d credit issued by tlie Geneml Court. 

Tlie town voted, in 1729, to try to get rid of 
mending Mystic Bridge in future. The town met 
at Landlord TVessouJs, to hear tlie 1ndi;ln deed of 
the township read. The north part of Maldcn, 
now Greenwood, of ten families, was annexed to 
Ileading. 

The meeting-house, in 1730, was " seated " by a 
committee-under instruction that " re.91 estate und 
age are the two first and cliiefest rules to go by in 
e d n g  the meeting-house." 

Tlie t o m  refused, by a vote of 6f t j  to forty-five to 
set off Wood End to be a parish by themselves, but 
dowed them t 17 a year for support of prmlling 
.moag themselves during the winter. l'he North 

Reading, now Wakefield, Common. A vote d e  
scribing and detiuing coinlnon lands was pawed, 
requiring them to remain uufenced. Actiod re- 
specting tlie buqi~ig-gro~uicls in Jtrood End and in 
tlie First Parish \pas also takc~i. The towu fur- 
nished its quota of men for the expedition .to 
Nova Scotia in 1745, and for the war that waa 
w n ~ d  for seven1 years after agiust the French 
and Lidi;~ns. It appears that nearly two hnrdred 
men of tlus t o m  were 111 service in those years.' ' 

The Fre~icll Seutmls, aho were removed by 
order of gorer~~ment from Kova Scotin ih 1755, 
were distributed nmong the American colouiea 
About two hundred families were allotted to this 
state. One family, cousisting of Bnttes Tibbedo 
(Baptiste llhiboJea~x ?), his rife, and eight chil- 
dren, was sent to Beading. The town provided 
for tLem aud the colony paid their expenses. In 

I htr of , d i e m  i,, thae ,,,,, rrs @-'h )&loll', - 
QI-. 



1760 John (Rqptiste?) Tibbedo and ~ a r ~ a i t  his 
nite, with six cl~ildmi, John, Jioses, Joseph, Paul, 
vary, and E h b e t h ,  and one ,gmndchiid, were 
removed from town. 
h the snme yenr anotl~er Frencl~ family, Francis 

Meers, or hlenrs, wid his wife nnd uiue children, 
rem sent here from Boston, but soon after tl~ree of 
them were sent to Stonehnm, one to Ualden ; the 
remainder, including tlle fnther, \rere left in Rend- 
ing. In 1763 the town nppropriated $2 to Pmu- 
air &an, " a Frenclimnn," provided he, witli his 
bamily, move to Salem. IIe probably went away, 
bat for ten years received assistance from Rending, 
mostly in wood, as appears from the records. 
Them is no positive evidence of the fact, but it is - .qgcsted thnt the Mars  families in tliis vicinity 
may be descenclnuts of tliis Fra~icis Jieers. 

. . Rev. Daniel Yutnam, pstor  of the Second Cliurch 
(North Precinct), died in 1759, after a pastorate 

. of about thirty-nine years. There were added to 
his church, duril~g liis ministry, one Iiundred a~ id  
ninety-four persons; he baptized four hu~~dred 
and e e t y s n e  persons, aiid joined one hundred 
md eleven couples in marringe. 

Rev. Eliab Stone, in 1761, was ordained pastor 
as the spccessor of Mr. Putnam. This yenr, by 
payment of k 14, Rending was relieved of all fur- 
ther expense in " repairing and supporting the 
Mystic Bridge in Medford." 

The first store in tlie present town, and perhaps 
in the three prishes, was probably opened by 
James Bancroft in 1761. He gave notice of Ilsv- 
ing "sundry sorts of West India nnd other goods," 
which he proposed to sell "as reasonnbly as they 
m sold in Medford, Clinrlestown, nnd Boston." 
The people for mnny years did their principal trad- 
ing in Snlem. Duritig the winter season they drew 
their produce on hand-sleds, going in parties to 
market, and briuging back such goods m they 
needed. 

Rev. Mr. Hobby, pnstor of the First Church, 
died in 1765, after n settlement of thirty-two years. 
He was reputed a man of learning, piety, and nbil- 
ity as a speaker and writer. hi 1750 and 1781 
he was called to sit in the councils in Northamp- 
ton, at the request of Jonntlian Edwards, who 
wished to have two cliurches from abroad to coun- 
terbalnnce, in some measure, the prejudices of tlie 
churches invited in that vicinity. Deacon Samuel 
Bancroft - pndfatlier of . the historian, Hon. 
Oeorge Bancroft - was one of the delegates. 

The people of this town seem to h v e  taken a 

constnnt and active interest in public affairs* A 
town-meetiug, held October, 1765, iustruckd tlteir 
rep-ntaiive in the General Churt to join in every 
proper measure far r r e p 1  of t l ~ t  Shmp Act, a d  
"to oppose the execution of it, until the remon- 
stmnces, petitions, and cries of t l m  distress4 
colonies shall reach the ears of our sovereign." 
Wl~ile professing the grentest loyalty to the -king, 
and to the parliament as the "the most mimtable 
body of men on earth:' tliey insist on maintaining 
*c our rights as friebdni Englisltmeo." 

1 The First Parish, in 1768, erected a new lloaw 
I of worship, near the old one. The residents: of 
' Wood Entl demurred, nnd made an effort for sepa- 

ration, which was not successful, although i t  aas 
recommetidcd by n committee of tlie General 
Court. Tlie effort.wns renewed in the next year, 
and tlie Court o d e m l  the division, and incor- 
$rated the Third Pnrish, i t  being substantially the 
snme territory that id now included in tlictown of 
biding.  The ae\r pnrish took many of the best 
men and families from the Pirst P R ~ I I .  Tlie first 
meeti~ig was I~eld August 9, 1769. i John Temple 
was moderator; Samuel Bnncroft, clerk ; John 
Temple, treasurer; John Temple, Somuel Bnn- 
croft, and Cnphin Nathan Parker, assessors. 
Money mas raised for completi~~g the meeting- 
house, which stood on tlie soutli ~ i d e  of the Com- 
mon. It wns subsequeiitly removed, and is now 
k~~omn as the Union Ha11 school.-building. 

Rev. C!aleb Prentiss, a graduate of Hawnd Ch1- 
lege in 1765, became pastor of the First Parish. 

Eiglity-eigl~t members of tlie First Church, in 
answer to their petition, were dismissed Febru- 
ary 8, 1770, "in order to their being inaorpornted 
into a distinct churcli by tl~emselves." This body 
establislled wlmt is now known as the " Old South " 
Cliurcli in Reading. 

Rev. Tliomas Haven, the first minister, ordained 
November 7, 1770, was a graduate of Harvard 
College in 1765. He died May 7, 1783, aged 
tliirty-eigl?t years. He was the son of Rev. Eli- 
Haven, of Franklin, Mnssachusetts. 

The number of voters in the First Parish (Wake- 
field), in 1771, wns eighty; h tlie Second Parish 
(Kortli Reading), sixty-six; in the Third (Read- 
ing), sixty-three. Ten persons were chosen '' qair- 
isters" in tlie First Parish, '<to tune the Psalm." 

Live alewives were put into Martin's P o d  by 
an nutllorized committee of the Nortli Parish. 

The troubles with the mother country now attract 
1 (la publc attention, and in J u a y ,  1773, at a 



plblio osating held in response to a letter from 
flux town of Bostbn, the town cliose Benjamin 
Brown, Samuel Bancroft, Esq., Lieutenant John 
W a l t o n ,  Captain Tliomas Flint, Deacon Amoa 
U p t o n ,  Gptair  David Green, Mr. John Temple, 
-Xr-  IVilliarn Sawyer, Mr. Andrew Beard, a com- 
mit tee to consider and report upon tlie public griev- 
slces recited in the letter. Tlie report instructs 
Deacon Daniel Putman, the represe~~tative from 
*ding, '"0 exert Iiinself " that the salaries of 
t h c  j u d p  be raised " adequate to their station 
and service," so as to mider tl~cm "as independent 
on- prince and people as possible." Otlier griev- 
rncea "publicly kiionn." nre referred to, and the 
repmentative is instructed " to use his utmost en- 
deavor in every constitutio~lal way to procurc a 
d r e s s  of our grievances, a id  a restomtion of tlmt 
Lppy harmony ~rliich lately subsisted between 
Great Britain and lier colonies." They caution 
him against coiisenting " to mcacures which mny 
k the least preclnde us or our posterity from as- 
serting our just rights as men and British subjects." 

I n  June, 1774, it was voted tliat we "maintain 
our Charter Riglits in every constitutional may." 
Also, a committee of iiine was cliosen to inquire 

-into prese~it exigencies, and report at a future 
meeting. The rcport is signed by Benjamin Brown, 
&innnu. It refers to tile unjust tasntion, tile un- 
availing remonstrances, the increasiii3 distresses, 
the action previopsly taken to maintain their rigl~ts, 

'the uncertainty tllat clouded t l~c  future, and to the 
fear of taking any action that might counteract 
measures that the proposed Congress of Commis- 

- sioiiers from nll the coloiiies might fir up011 to 
relieve the preseiit distress. Tlie closiilg 1n%mpl1 
is worthy of repetition: "\Ye also think it tlie 
duty of every one to refrain from tlie lus~~r ies  and 
superfluities of life, and to tlie utmost of our power 
to encourage our own manufactures, humbling our- 

- selves before lllmiglity God, nl~d e~r~iestly suppli- 
ontii~g him for del~verrrnce; for how ,much soever 

..we judgc these tlii~igs unrigl~teous, as coliii~~g fro111 
tlie 1~ziids of inen, ~ V C  must allow tiley arc just, as 
seiit from God." Jolln Temple and lknjainia 
Brown were seut as deputies to tlic Provincial Cow 
gress; and an appropriation nns made for support 
of tlie commissioners. Tlie town, subsequently to 
tlie adion of tlie congress, voted to adopt the sc~iti- 
Inelits of tlie coi~gres~ nu tlvir own, mid strictly to 
adhere to tlicm. A committee was cliosen to carry 
their vote into effect. Early in 1775 it was voted 
.to pay miuutemen for three hours' attendance on 

puade, twice a week, for thm months. May U, 
1775, the town met in the West Parish meetiag- 
house (now Union Hall Schqol-house), nnd voted 
to cho& n committee of correspondence. C a p  
tain Jolin Wnlton, Lieutenant Benjamin Flint, md 
Sergeant Joiias Parker, were chosen. It w 
voted in July following to add six more to t l ~  
committee, and Benjamin Brown, Thomas Sim- 
onds, James Fli~it, dbnllnm Sheldon; Jacob Emer- 
son, and John Emerson were chosen. 

. 

A company of volunteers was early formed here, 
which was drilled by Dr. Jolin Brooks, who be 
came its captain, ahd was afterwards major, general, 
and finally governor of the state. Before the 
commencement of llostilities he frequently visited 
Boston, and observed the manner in wl~ich the Brit- 
ish troops were drilled. ' He ii~structed his com- 
pany of minute-men here in tlie lessons he thua 
lamed, till they became proficient in military 
tactics.' 

011 the 18th April, 1775, Captain Brooks wan 
in Boston, n~id leanied of the probnble movements 
of tlie Britisli. He returned to BRaduig, and while 
professedly visiting his patients, during the evenilig, 
in different parts of the tom,  summoned liis men 
to be ready to march at once. ' They gatliered in 
the latter. part of the nigAt at Weston's Corner, 
in TYood Ead, and under command of Lieutenant 
James Bancroft, marched via Bedfod to Concord. 
Rev. Ed~nund Foster, then a yonng man, a private 
in tlie Reading company, in nn account of these 
events, wrote : " A little before we came to Mer- 
riam's Hill we discovered the enemy's 511k guard 
of about eighty or one l~undred men, ~ ~ l i o ,  on the 
retreat from Coacord, kept the l~eiglit of land, the 
main body being in tlie road. Tlie British t roop  
and the Americans nt that time were equally dis- 
taut from Jlerriam's Corner. About twenty rods 
sliort of that  lace tlie Americans made a halt. 
Tlie British marched down the hill with very slow 
but steady step, without music, or a word beiug 
slwken tliat could be heard. Silence reigled on 
both side;. As soon as the British lind gained t b  
maiii road, a ~ i d  passed a small bridge near the 

1 Tbis rompnnp was drilled in the evening in the large k i tchi  
of the p n o n n p ,  IIOW tho residence of .Mr. George Gronard. It 
was mid that tbc marks made by the ~ u w  of the men in tbe rcil- 
inn were visible till recently r o v e d  by repain. When G c u d  
Gfayette stopped on bis w;;)r tbrougb ibia town ia 1826, ood un 
waited ulmn by some of the citilelm and old roldien, Rev. Jlr. 
Sanlmrn, in a brief apeecb, claimed tbat the first e y p t ~ y  d 
nrint~te-men formed iq the colonies wnr ibis under the comnuud 
of Dr. Bmolrr. 
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oomer, they faced about suddenly and fired a volley 
d. musketry upon us. They overshot, and no oue 
to my knowledge waa injured by the fire. Tl~e 
0m was immediately retunied by tlie Americans, 
and two British soldiers fell dead at a little dis- 
tance from each other in tlie road near the brook. 
The battle now began, aud was carried on wit11 
little or no military discipline or order on the part 
of dae Americans during the remainder of the day. 
Eacb souglit his' own place and opportuuity to 
attack and annoy the enemy from behind trees, 
&ks, and fences, as seemed most convenient." 
Some of the citizens of Reading sho~ildered their 
urns, and reut  alone to the scene of action and did 
good service. The " trainband" of the Pirst 
Pdh were ordered by express to Lexington. The 
h - g u n s  were fired at about eiglit o'clock in the 
b e i n g ,  and brought tlie " alarm list " together. 
Bnr. Mr. Prentiss shouldered his musket and 
marched with tliem, faithfully doing his duty in 
bastening tlie retmt of the British back to Boston. 

Some if not all the company of minute-men 
ren soon after stationed at Cambridge. On tlie 
day of the battle of Bunker Hill, i t  is said thnt 
they were on guard at headquarters. When 
General Wasliington took commnnd under the shade 
of the Cambridge elm, July 3, the Reading men 
where there on duty. 

There were received, April 26, probably from 
&lem, and deposited in Reading meeting-llouse 
and school-liouse, one hundred and fifty-oue bar- 
nls of pork, sixty-three bnrrels of flour, six barrels 
of beef, and sirt&n bushels of rye; but it appears 
that these supplies were immedintely removed to 
Watertown by order of the commissary general. 
June 17, the selectmen were ordered to eend forth- 
with all the powder in the town stock to Water- 
tom, except one pound per man, aud June 18, 
they were " desired to provide provision sufficient 
for the militia of your to~vu, now at Cambridge, and 
send it fonvnrd soon as niay be." 

The battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, compelled 
the figlit of many to tlie neighboring 
towns. Nnrnbers came to Reading and remnined 
hsre. Mr. Dnua Parker, of tliis town; has an eiglit- 
day clock, still keeping good time, thnt was with 
other thing thrown into a cart and brought from 
Chorlestorn on that memorable occasion. 

In response to the Committee of Supplies at \h- 
tertown, Benjamin Brown, cliaimnn of thc select 
men, and John Walton, chairman of the torn com- 
mittee of correspondence, June 22, say : " We trust 

we am as ready to assist in defence of our cotlntry 
aa any town in thu province ; but t h  great .flow of 
tlie iuhabitnnts of Boston, Charlestown, Medford, 
bhldeii, Snlem, and IIurblehead, daily flocking illto 

i this town, must, we thuik, be a-sufficient excuse for 
I not sendiug provisiotw. As for blatlkts, we have 
I been obliged to dud tiear a Iiundrec/ for taen eu- 
1 listed out of this town, aud they were collected . 
I from house to house, there not being new oues to be 
/ bought." 
I Ia November an argent call was made on the 
1 town for wood for. the soldiem. Is reply, it was 

"We have exerted our utmost that tliey may 
be supplied; but there being about one hruidred : 

I men from this t o m  iu the army, we are .under 
great difficulty for hewen of wood ; if you will, send 
up the captain of the company from this tom, m t h  
a p r t y  of men, to cut wood, we make uo doubt our 
teams will be immediately employed, and continue 
until they, carry a liundred cods or mpre." De- 
cember 4, it was voted that the First Parish oery  
fourteen cods of 'wood, the Second Parish twelve 
and a half cords, tlle Tliird Parish twelve cords, 
per week, to the army on Winter Hill. Subse- 
quently the town is urged, by order of the General 
Court, iu consequence "of the distress of the army 
for wood, to supply not only such quantity as has 
been set to tliem, but as much more as they possi- 
bly can." 

Nine persons were chosen by the t o m  to carry 
wood to the army. Hay was also setit, in answer 
to a requirement of the court. The quartermastcr 
allowed t 5 per ton for it, and the town voted to 
pay what it cost more than that. 

A census of the state taken in 1776 shows Read- 
ing to have been the second town in the county ia 
popnlrttion. I n  Nny the town voted utmiimously 
to adbere to the determinntion of Congress relative 
to independence, and stand by it to the lost, with 
tlieir lives and tlieir fortunes. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Archibald Campbell and 
seven other Highland officers were sent prisonem 
to the West Parish, with some women aud cliil- 
dren. They were quartered near the pst-office in 
Reading (the present town), in tlie house fomerly 
belonging to Colonel Nathan Parker, and more 
recetitly to Mr. James Ihvis. They occupied their 
time to such an extelit in practice with musicnl in- 
struments, ns to be n source of much annoyance 
to tlie citizens. The British officers petitioned the 
council for support for their oervants, but it was 
not gmuted. 



Tbe selectmen petitioned the court for assistance 
in. supporting nbout sixty needy persons from I3ot1- 
ton and Cbdestom, oalled "Donation People." 

I n  A u p t ,  1777, the selectmen certify that tlle 
number of, men borne on the training-band aiid 
alarm-list is three hundred and forty-eight, and 
thq request of the honorable board of war the 
tom's proportion of fire-arms, gunlocks, led, and 
flints. The t o m  also votes. E l 2  for purcllase of 
lead and flints. Cnlls are m d e  for inen to be in 
nadiness to march " without dela~," nnd " on the 
shortest notice? iudicating the frequent emergen- 
cies of the times. Tlie town further showed its 
loyalty to the patriot cause by voting that the tomi 
tnasurer shollhl receive none but continental bills. 

In torn-meeting, September 22, 1777, Captain 
John Goodwin was added to the committee of cor- 
respondence, inspection, and safety ; and Mr. Jona- 
t h n  Flint MIIS cliosen "tory prosecutor." 

Many of tlie Reading soldiers sere in the battle 
of Saratop, which resulted in the capture of Bur- 
goyne and liis army. Joshua Eaton was killed 
there October 7. Coloiiel Brooks saw him fnll, 
and exclaimed to Captain James Bancroft, f' Our 
brave Sergeant Eaton is gone." Eaton lived on 
the Ivory Murray farm, near the Esquire Pres- 
cott place in Reading. 

The town voted iu 1778 to raise &246 12s. to 
defray the expense of purcliase and delivery of 
clothing at O o ~ ~ a r d ,  required for the nrmy by the 
General Court. 

B B T ~ ~ Y ~ B ' S  men were quartered iu Cambridge 
and vicinity. Some of tlie Reading soldiers were 
in service during tlie winter of 1778, at Winter 
Hill, in charge of the prisoners. It is said thnt 
nearly fifty of the prisoiiers were quartered in 
Beading, in tlie house liear the depot, formerly the 
residelice of Esquire Sweetser. In repairing the 
house a few years since, a metallic spoon, of pecul- 
iar sl~ape, was found, stamped wit11 the British 
lion and other devices, i~idicating that it belonged 
to the British l)rim~~eru. I t  is said tile prisoliers, 
for their daily exercise, were required to march 
under guard nrouiid tile Great Pond. 

I n  1779 ptilcnce was added to war, the sninll- 
pox prevailing so cstensively tliat tlie to\r.n took 
measurcs to prevent its spreading. Iiioculotion 
mas forbidden. Tlie town cliose a committee 
against monopoly, and ariotl~er against forestalling. 
Active efforts were made to regulate prices, whicl~ 
-re becoming esorbitant. Tile town voted to 
accept the measures recornwended by a convation 

lield at Concord, "for lowering the prices of tb 
nrticles of life," and a committee was chosen for1 
" replnting internal prices." I t  was voted, a few 
months later, to choose a committee to carry mat 
ters into s p d y  csecutio~~. The committee war 
also required to affix prices to tliose artidea not 
regulated by the coiiventio~~. The meeting ru 
adjounled to a future day, wlieu the committee m-. 
portal. I t  appearing that people in general sere . 
breaking over tlie '' regulating bill," it was thought.. 
proper not to appoint anotl~er meeting. 

In tile follo~ring Fear the . town was requid 
to furnish twent?-three inilitia soldiers for thm. 
months, twenty-three continental soldiers for rit 
months, and twenty-three for three years, or during 
tile wnr; ru~d it .is recorded tllat the town almya . 
filled its quota. 111 October nnd December req* 
tions \rere made upon the tom1 for 36,000 ponalr . 

of beef .for tile army, aiid the town voted to. 
raise £56,000, Old Tenor, for purchase thereof. 
In July followi~ig it was voted to raise g35O in 
silver to purchase 9,866 pounds of beef for the 
army; alid also voted that their trensurer receive 
% 1 of new enlission for £40, of old emission, or 
£ 1 in specie for & 75 of old enlission. In 1783 . 
the to\rii voted to emporver the treasurer to sell ; 
new emissiou bills at tlie rate of - threc dollars fop.. 
one in hard money. At a later date a committee 
was cliosen for taking up " inimical Fellows.'' 
No important votes pertainiug to the war appear 
ou record after this date. 

On the 19th of Nag, 1780, occurred,rhat n 
called the Dark Day. Captain Joseph B a n d .  
recorded : " On tliis day there was an uncommm . 
rlarhess from 10 to 2 o'clock, and the evening 
after not to be forgot by me, I trust, while I live." 

In 1782 occurred. the death of Rev. Thoroar 
Haven, first pastor of the church in the West 
Parish, in the twelfth year of his ministry; "a mod 
sorrowful eveiit to tile people of his charge." The 
prisli bought back tlie parsonage estate they had 
sold to liiln. Troubles also culminnted in .the 
First Parish in an attempt. to dismiss Rev. Mr. 
Prentiss. Tile chief objection against hiin aas re- 
specting liis Arminian seiitiments ; but the parish, 
" voted to dismiss the whole," anrl the pastor xe- 
maiiied; 

The town had  its '( relic of barbarism," and i t  is 
mid that previohs to the Revolutionary War nearly 
every large lnndliolder liere llad a slave: I n  l7gS 
Benjamin Pool advertises his negro man who hnd 
run away. Li 1753 Tlmmas n'icholr eoktr ncgm 
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roman m d  boy to Phineas Spngue, of hlnlden, for 
t S 3  6r. 8d. I n  1754 Deacon Rnlmm hncroft, 
in Iue ,will, ordered l~is  negroes sold. At this time 
there were trcnty coloml persons here, and in 1765, 
thirty-four. Several gained their freedom by ea- 
Wing in tlie army. One of tliwe, cnlled " Sharper," 
and "Sharper Freeman," was brougllt from Africa, . 
u#l was believed to be the son of a king. He 
lived till about ninety yenrs old, and received a 
pension from tlie govenimeat. 

The Readiug Sociql Library wvas formed in 1786, 
and Hay Nicllols ~vns chosen librarian. 

The Skays Rebellion, in 1786, necessitated the 
calling out of men to support the government, and 

dozen or more went from the First Parish. 
The church in the West Parish, after the death 

of blr. Haven, found it a difficnlt mntter to unite 
upon a successor. The Calvinistic and h i n h  
members did not harmonize, and i t  is said that 
more than thirty candidates rere cnlled before one 
M fqund to accept. Finally, Rev. Peter Sanborn, 
after considering tlie mntter for r~ine months, ac- 
cupted, and was ordained June 9, 1790. IIe ~ras 
a graduate of Dnrt~noutli College ia 1786. He 
ras an impressive and earnest preacher, and there 
were several revivnls duriug his pastorate. I t  is 
saiJ that. in the revival of 1810 there were but 
few houses in the pnrisli tllnt did not have family 
n o d i p .  He first married Miss Mary Stimpson, 
m adopted daughter of Daniel Chute, Esq., and 
for a m u d  wife Miss Jkrtha Wakefield. He lmd 
r family of fourteen children. He was dismissed 
Jpne 7,1830; died August 8,1857. He 11as two 
mns in the ministry now living, Rev. Pliny F. and 
Bev. George E. Sanborn. 

m e  town appropriated for scl~ools, in 1791,280, 
*d voted not to hire any " school-dames." But 

different spirit prevailed in the following year; the 
vote of 1701 was ignored, nud femnle teacliers 
rue employed. Tlie public halt11 was duly cared 
for, and no person coming from a t o m  infected 
with the small-pox wns allo\ved to pass the smoke- 
house without being smoked ; none b ~ ~ t  the inlmbi- 
trnts were allowed to have the small-pos in tom, 
and those wishing to have it (by inoculation) must 
go to a house provided for the purpose, and pny 
the expense thereof. 

The fint library in the West Parish (now Bend- 
~ g ) ,  was estnblilied in  1791, and nns k n o ~ ~  ns 
tha Fedenl Libmry. Rev. Peter Sariborn was 
librndan till 1814. I t  had h t y  memhn. and 
h t e d  abont forty years. 

F ins  for warming the churches rere for a 109  
time not allowed, and tlie lndies carried foot-stovy 
for their comfort during the long services in the 
winter. In 1791 the West Parish voted tllnt o 
stove might be put in their meetiug-houss, cc if in- 
dividuals will pay the expense." I 

The Baptist Society in the First ~ & h  war 
organized iu 1797. Its first meeting-house \rrir 
built in 1800. The society providd that the 
workmen erecting the frame sllould have good beef, 
well baked, potatoes, brad, cheese, cider, grog, and 
enough of each. Rev. Ebenezer Nclson b e e n  to 
preach l~ere December, 1801, but aasnot instnlld 
till the orgnnization of the church, January, 1804. 

b v .  Culeb Prentiss, sevcntll pnstor of the F i n t  
Church, died Februnry 7, 1803, aged fifty-seven,- 
"a good man and faithful minister of Christ." 

A private school, or academy. as i t  m a  called, 
was opened here in 1808, by tlie Misses Eaton, and 
for severnl gears \rns well p t r o n i d .  I t  mu suc- 
ceeded in 18131 or 1828 by another academy, under 
t l ~ e  instruction of John Batchelder. N u m b  of 
young mei~ from this and the neighboring t o m  
were here fitted for college. Mr. Batchelder gave 
up the school in 1843, and i t  \ras soon after d i s  
continued. 

A pst-office was first opened in the present town 
of Rending in 1811. Colonel Nathan Parker' was 
the fint postmaster. He was succeeded in 1815 
by John Weston, Esq., who held the office till his 
deatli in 1849. L. E. Gleason, the present iucam- 
bent, is now in the eighteenth year of his service. 

In political matters the three parishes of Bead- 
ing did not harmonize. The h u t h  Parish wm 
largely Democratic; the North and West Par- 
islies were nearly a unit as Federalists. !he South 
Parisli was the largest of the three, but kss t b n  
the two others. Party spirit ruled in t o m  as well 
as in nationnl affairs, and it ciime about that the 
lending lnen of the South Parish were altogether 
excluded from public office unless they were of the 
few that belonged to the dominant Federn1 party. 
For thirty-three years this condition of things con- 
tinued, and naturnllp stirred up bad blood, a i d  
fiually resulted in a movement on the pnh of the 
Soutli Parish for incorporation as a separate tom.  
Initial efforts in 1811 to this cud were so far'suc- 

1 colonel p ~ k e r ,  ,,0,4 in mnreqnclrea bring 
p l d  the Pmaident by ptaidinet at  a meting which 
~ Q O ~ U ~ ~ O U '  d u n ~ ~ r o v i n g  the direct tu. J O ~ O    art on, m., 
his ramuur. served thc notice. ~ y i n g ,  " It bccomcr my + n N  
duty to you, air N~ pi,, lo me, air,- hvtd 
the Culourl. " glcd to g& rid of it." 



d, tbat $8 separation was completed by the 
 on of South Reading ru a town early in 
1812.. 

The declaration of war this yenr aginst Grent 
Britain cnlled the enrly attention of the torn  to 
national matters. A tou~n-mecting was called, and 
the question, ahetliertlie toun was in hvor of tlie 
mu, F i ~ g  put, tlie record with emphatic brevity 
says, "No man voted in favor of said mr." But 
the town did not allow its political prejudices to 
overwhelm its patriotism, and i t  subsequently 
voted that tlie mges of sncli soldiers as were " de- 
tacl~ecl" shonld le made up !o 15  per month; 
and if the whole militia were cnlled out tlieir wages 
sbould be made the same. Tile selectmen were 
also directed to provide bagpge-wagons to be in 
mdiness when wanted for tlie soldiers. 

Tlie War of 1812 in a rather singular manner 
&re to the town its first fire-en@ne. Tlie war 
&ina unpalatable to many of tlie citizens, to avoid 
service iu the army a fire-company was formed 
and an engine bougl~t ; thirty-five men to eacli 
engine being exempt by law from service as sol- 
dieis. Tlie eqempted positioi~s mere sometimes 
sold at exorbi9nt prices. I 

adopting its constitotion, wm for nppropriath 
money to aid Hon. Willia~n Llojd Gamson id 
liis mission to Great Britain. Blr. Gnrrison sap: 
"Tlic historical lionor belongs to Reading, of giv- 
ing birth to tlie first female antislavery society 
ever formed in tliis couutry. I t  conti~~ued for 
several ymrs to be an efficient instrumentality, aud 
Iielped to give a strong impetus to tilewhole Inova 
ment." To this town also belongs tlie honor 
of having formed tlie first male society auir i l ia~ 
to the New England Alltislavery Society. Rev. 
J n d  b i d  Gas president, Hornce P. IVakefield 
secretary, Ambrose Kingman treasurer. "This 
society was also active a~ld efficient," says Mr. 
Gnrriwu, and "for some time Rending cotitinud 
to be tlie banner tonn in tlie antislavery conflict."l 

On tile 29th of IIay, 1844, Reading and South 
Reading celelnted'tlie hi-cet~tennial aliniversnry 
of tlieir iucorpomtion. Deacou Caleb Wakefidd 
was president of the day. The address ms deli". 
eml  by Rev. Jilmes Flint, D. D., of Salem, a nn- 
tive of Rending. Hon. Lilley Ento11 followed with 
a liistorical poem. Toasts and rcqponses we= 
given, interspersed nit11 vocal nnd instrnmeutnl 
music. Four thousand people, at least, were in 

. , 
t& &ndieg Llntisla\-ery Society. . 
hl, &~1,,,,- H~~ & m ~ l  parkerJ ,,ice- 

sct by hlr. GII~~SO; to the ~ a ~ i d  antidat-em - i ty  of Rending. 
xbirh is atill firnemd. Each' pi= bean n mt yment img 
a kneeline slave, with m u d d  h n &  m i d  in the altitude at 

The fire delwrtme~it was created by an act of I attendance, aiid nearly half the number prtook of 
1854, and B. 11. B o p  served as chief engineer ! tlie collation. Tlie pritlcipal exercises were lield 
for seven years. Tlie present chief is Cliarles H. 1 near tlie spot where tlie Betheda Cliurch now 
h n g .  Tile town o\t7ns four engines, niid the an- stands. It was then an open field owned by Rev. 
anal expenses of the department are about $1,700. Peter hnborn, who offered its use grntuitouslp,'on 

The %ding Agricultural nnd Necliar~icnl Bank- I co~iclition they should put up tlie bars wlien the 
ing bsqciation w;u incorporated in 1531. Its 1 celebration sns over. 
office'rs were Edmund Parker, prksideut; IVnrren I 111 1845 tlie Boston nltd Maine Itrrilrond ma 
Perkin., p imp resident ; Jonatl~aii Frost, secre- I opened thmugli tliis tos~r.  Tlie first trnin passed 

president. The first vote of the society, after 

tary ; Cyms Smith, treasurer; Thomas Smith, 
&el Holden, Caleb Wnkefiekl, md  Elhb Parker, 
Jr., direcfon. 

' mic bank did business in tlie way of discounts 
@nJ dejmsits, n~id was very successful till the war 
of' 1861 brought reverses to its customers, and 
comlxlled the closing up of its affairs. 

.The &ding- Sariugs-Bank was estnblislied in 
1969. E. Hunt served as its first president; 
T1iomas Sweetser, vice-president; N. P. Pmtt, 
clerk alid treasurer, with a board of tl~irteen dircc- 
ton. It was closed in Jfarcl~, 1579, when its 
affairs were put into the hands of receivers for 
&la1 adjustment. 

March 22. 1833, the lndies of this tonn formed 

over tlie road July 1. Mr. Calvin Temple mu 
station agent twenty-one yenrs. The milroad liar 
greatly changed the business cliaracter of the town 
and people. Quite a large portion of the nctive 
citizens reside bere, but do business in the city. 

Tl~e originator of the express business, William 
I?. Handen, was a native of this town, n ~ ~ d  l e n d  
the trade of cabinet-making wit11 his cousin, Syl- 
vester Harnden. EIe commenced carrjing small 
packages of money and other valuables bettrmi 
Boston ni~d New York in 1839. His brother, 
Adolplius H., while in liis employ, pridied in the 
stentner Lexington, burned on Long Island Sound, 
January 13,1840. 

1 The m t i s l n v e ~  ladies of England rent an elegant china ta- 
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' An a h t i o n  of which 3iessn. Steplie11 Foster 
and C. P. Judd were proniine~~t members, in 1845 
did a comrnelidnble work in setting out m u y  of 
the shaa+trees tliat 11ow adoni tile pril~cipl lmr- 
tion of tlie village. S m r l ~  $200 were raised by 
anbgcripti011 for purchasing the trees, and the work 
of ~ t t i l l g  them out was vo1unt;iriIy performed. 
The work of improvenicnt \ r e ~ ~ t  forward, nud in t la  
next year the Old Soutl~ Pilrish pi~rcl~asecl thirteen 
rem of land nortli of the old buryiug-ground, aud 
E d  it out in lots for cemetery use. Consecration 
arvk were held Sovember 25, in the church, n 
m e r e  storm preventi~~g tlieir obsen-nnce on tlie 

In, 1853 the cemetery was transferred 
to the town on ' payment of 82,527.41. Since 
1870 the cemetery has been managed by a bard 
of tmstem, who have doue much towanh mnking 
it one of the most attractive rural cemeteries in the 
vicinity. 

For sevenrl years efforts were made to establish 
a high school, but tlie North and South Parishes 
oould xiot agree upon a location. The incorpora- 
tron of North Reading as a town in 1853 removed 
this diftlculty, and tlie high school in Emding was 
established in 1856: h course of study was pre- 
rcribed, and its first clnss graduated in 1883. The 
&mdard has been repeatedly raised, and classtr 
have graduated every year since. The whole num- 
ber of graduates to the present time 1ms been one 
hundred aud ninety-one. The high-school house 
was built in 1867. The present efficient teacher, 
Cynw A. Cole, has been in chnrge of the school 
for ten yean. 

The town furnished four hundred and eleven 
men for the Civil War, a surplus of tliirty-four 
beyond its quota. Thirteen were commissioned 
0ftlce.r~. Under the first call of tlie President, 
April 15, 1861, twenty-one men enlisted, and on 
a e  19th started for Washington, and were in the 
drst Bull Run battle. June 4, the town hppropri- 
rbd $5,000 for state aid, a~id voted to pa:? each 
man who enlisted for the war 825 ns an outfit. 

. July 17, 1862, i t  voted a bounty of 3100 to each 
volunteer who enlisted for three Fears, to the 
town's credit. An,wt 26, was ~ o t d  a bounty of 
8150 to ench recruit for nine months' service. 
Thc total expenditure by the tom, on nccouiit of 
the war, excluding s&te aid, was S 9 7,971.11. 
Total amount of state aid furnisl~ed by the town, 
$25,88824. Tlie lndies of Reading met two or 
three times a week during tlie war to prepare lint, w, and clotl~ing for the soldiers ; but as 

MZDDLES&X COUNTY. - 
' they kvpt no record of the work they cantribntd, 

it cn~u~ot  be given. One of tlieir number, Miss 
Emily Ruggles, furnished a representative miit 
for three years' service. In 1863 Abiel Hol- 
den, Esq., bequeathed 8500 for the enction of a 
soldiers' monument, on condition that the t o n  
would furnish the anme amount. The towq, in 
March, 1865, d d e d  5 1,000 to Mr. Holden's be- 
quest, a ~ ~ d  a mo~tument was dedicated, with appro- 
priate ceremonies, October 5. Forty-six lmmes of 
" ti= SOIIS of W i n g  who died for tlleir coulltry" 
are inscribed u p n  it. The b a d i ~ i g  Veteran As- 
sociation have since erected headstones over the 
graves of those d e d  soldiers who had none. 

The Frnnklin Library ~pns formed ip 1842, and 
continued in operation till 1869, when i t  trans- 
ferred ,its four l~undred and sixty-two volumes to 
the Rending Public Librnry. . 

The Agricultural Library Association was organ- 
ized in 1860, 16th N. P. Pratt, Esq., aa president. 
After existing nine years, it placed its books iu the 
care,of the town library, for the public benefit. 

Tlie Readi Public Library xas established in 
1868. Dr. Horace P. Wnkefield donated, $500 
towards it, aiid the town appropriated the wme 
amount. E. Appleton was the first, and is the 
present president of the board of trustees. -The 
library is well pntronized, and contains, at p m ~ l t ,  
four thousand one hundred and ten volumes. 

The manufacture of shoes, wliicli has been and 
still is one of the leading industries in that pjut of 
the town now known as Reading, was begun as early 
aa 1758. The busi~~ess steadily increased, and early 
in the present ceutnry the goods found their way 
to the Southern States and to the West India. 
The shoes to be sent to market wem thrown 
.into barrels, and packed as solidly as the weigl~t 
of a boy could make them by "treading.'' The 
prices for making children's and misses' shoes in 
180-1, mu from seveiiteen to twenty cents per pair, 
and trenty-five to . twenty-nine cents f ~ r  larger 
sizes. Thevdue of boots and shoes made in 1887 
wcs 3 184,583 ; in 1845, 8 166,734 ; in 1855, 
5191,500; in 1865, 8217,653; in 1875, 
3 1S5,035. Hands employed in 1837, mnles 595, 
females 494; in 1845, males 358, females 385; 
in 1855, males 267, females 156 ; in 1865, mala  
244, femnles 124 ; in 1875, males 93, females 107. 

The manufacture of cabinet furniture, beginning 
probably in 1810, by Ambrose Kingman, contin- 
ued for many years to hold a prominent place. 
He sold out to his brother Henry, who greatly en- 



la@ the business, and had a store, for sale of 
products, in New York. Sylvester Hamden, be- 
ginniilg in. 1823, did a largc business in tliis line 
for more t h n  forty years. Tlie iiumber of estab- 
lishments in 1857 was 8 ; in 1845, 10 ; in 1855, 
13; in 1865, 10;  in 1875, 7. Value of p o d s  
in 1837,8 91,360 ; in 1845, $103,100 ; in 1855, 
Sf 05,000 ; in 1865,877,900; in 1875, S 133,478. 
Hands employed in 1837,100 ; in 1815, 121; in 
1835,179; in 1865,53 ; in 1875,76. 

The hij3h price of hats during the War of 181% 
prompted Nathan Westoil to commence their manu- 
facture. He made a waterproof stove-pipe bat, 
covered with cotton plush; but tliis soon fading, 
he began to use silk plusl~, and it is claimed that 
be thus became tlie inventor of the silk hat now 
in use. The business was removed in 1819 from 
Bending to Cliarlestom. 

Tlie manhfactnre of clocks was commenced in 
this town iu 1892, by Jonathan Frost and Daniel 
PrattiEsq. The brass inovements were introduced 
about 1835. TLe business was coutinued here till 
1858 or 1859. 

Samuel Pierce began tile manufneture of o r p n  
pipes it1 1847, and supplies a demand that extends 
throughout tlie United States and Canada. 

I n  1857 Mr. Tlio~nas Appleton comn~enced the 
ubkiug of cliurcli organs, and continued the busi- 
ness here for seveutcen years. He was the builder 
of thirty-five organs for Bostoh churches, aud 
tliree times as mkiy to be used in nwrly every 
principal city in thc Union. His instruments were 
noted for purity and sweetness of to~le, and for 
their perfect construction. One was used in the 
Bnldsin 'Place Church for thirty years without re- 

. pairs. 
l'he manufacture of neckties began here by 

Dmon; Temple & Co. in 1860. The business 
mpidly increased, and in 1800 about one hundred 

'and ttenty-five hands were employed. The firm 
are still doing an extensive business. 

Tlre totnl value of the ma~~ufactures of the 
town, given' ill the census returns of 1675, ~ m s  
$682,613. The total value of agricultural prod- 

t c t s  ~ r i ~ s  $89,103. 
The prewst town of Reding is bounded ilortli 

by Norlh Rending, east by Ly~~nfieltl and \Take- 
field, sotit11 by Stoeeham, west by Woburu and 
Tlrilmingtoii. It is l ~ ~ i ~ t e d  on the Doston and 
Nnil~e hilroad, twelve miles north of Boston. - I t  
borders upon tlie Ipsnicli River, but h no im- 

'portant watera within its boundaries. 

The town has a good record for the health and 
loirgevity of its iil~abitaiits. On the first of 
January, 1858, there were living in the town 
ninety-five persons who were seventy year8 old aud 
up~ranls. Six were above ninety, twenty-eight 
between eighty and ninety, sirtysne between 
seve~ity and eighty. 
,- College Graduates of Reading. - The following 
is a list of persous who have graduated from col- 
lege while belougi~~g to this t o m :  - 

Rev. Samuel Bacheller, graduated at  H a r v d  
College in 1731, was settled as pastor in the We& 
Parish, in Haverl~ill, in 1735. In 1769 aud 1720 
he wvas representative from that tom. He died in 
March, 1796, in hyalstou, ~lassacl~usetts. Chnse, 
in tlie History of Haaerliill, calls him a man of 
superior talents aiid attainments. 

Daniel Emerson, grnduated at Harvardin 1789; 
Josepll Swain, 1744 ; Aaron Putnain, 1763 ; E l k  
Smith, 1753; Jacob Emerson, 1756; Samuel Dir, 
1758 ; and Amos Sawyer, 1765. 

Samuel S. Pool, graduated at Hnrvard Cow, 
class of 1770. He took si& with the toria- fa 
tlie War of the hvolution, mid like many others of 
that class when they " wvanted more mom? he 
removed to Nova Scotia, where he became a jndge. 
He lived on tlie place formerly o d  by Dek 
con Wakefield, in the easterly part of tlie town. 

Rev. Jacob Runlap, D. D., son of Isaac, Harvad 
College, class of 1770, was ordained first pastor of 
tlie First Cliurch in BIerrimac, Kew Hampshire, Oc- 
tober 14,1772, " in wvliich llonorable position,"ra~r 
liis historian, " he relnaiiied till his death, lhcember 
6, 1821, a period of inore than forty-nine years." 

hIartin lierrick, graduated at Hnrvard in 1773; 
Jacob IIerrick, 1772' ; and Brown Emerson, 1778. 

Rev. .4aron 13ancroft, D, D., son of Samuel, Esq, 
Harvard, class of 1778, settled in Worcester, in 
1785, wl~ere he died in 1839, aged eighty-four. 
He was 'father of George Bancroft tlie historian, 
and published several works. He shouldered his 
musket as a volunteer at  Lexington and Bunker 
Hill. Tlie Bible was his standard. He wvas cheer- 
ful, active, nud benevolent. .* 

Rev. Edmund Foster, a graduate of Yale, 1778, 
was ordained thircl pastor of the church in Littk- 
tou in 1781. He died in 1826. Early in -tke 
War of the Bevolntiou he was very active in th 
cause of tlie people, aud was one of the minuta 
tnen that enlisted under the command of Dr. (at- 
tcrn.ards Governor) John Brooks, \rho then resided 
here. 
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Nathaniel Parker, Iiarpatd, clars of 1779: stud- 
ied medicine and settled at  Salem. 

Micah Stone, graduated at Harvard in 1790; 
Jacob Flint, 1794 ; Charles Prentiss, 1795 ; and 
Beoben Emerson, 1798. A 

Thomas Pmtt, sotn of ha, grnduated at Dart- 
mouth in 1798. Spent some time as teacher, and 
finally became a merclmt at  hlechanicsburg, Pwi- 
rylvania. 

Timothy Flint, grnduated at  H a n d  in 1800, 
.hd James Flint, 1802. 

Rev. Nathan Parker, Harvard, 1803. h i v e d  
the degree of D. D., and settled in Portsmouth, New 
Halt~psliire, where lie remained as pqtor xiearly 
thirty years. He is said to have been " e u d u l  
h o s t  nitliout a parnllel it1 the ministries of the 
growing denomination to which he belonged." 
THose dm remember him say he was a man of 
talent, genial, and very unassuming. He was 
barn and lived where Afr. James Davis now re- 
sides, and was brother of Hon. Edmu~id Parker. 

Ionatban D. Weston, son of Captain Jonathan, 
Harvard, 1803. &came a prominent lawyer, and 
removed to Eastport, blaine. Said to have been 
rr one of the smartest men ever raised in Bead- 
ing.". He served also as collector uf the port. 

Elias Upton, Hamrd,  1802. Was a successful 
teacher. Went to Blue Hill, Maine. 

-Daniel Temple, Dartmouth, class of 181 7 ; An- 
dover Theological Seminary in 1820 ; ordained in 
1831 ; went as a missionary to Malta in 1822; 
m o v e d  to Smyrna in 1833; returned to the 
United States in 1844; died Auguet 9, 1851, at 
the house of his brother, Deacon If. 11. Temple, at 
the age of sixty-one, and was buried in this torn. 
His fmeral sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. 
W e l l ,  the missiouary with whom he had long 
been associated, both as n classmate and in mission- 
ary interests. Mr. Goodell said : " Among tlie va- 
rious nations and tribes md sects of tlie East, his 
nune is held in high estimation. . . . . He evi- 
dently erldeavored to be as upright, yincere, cor- 
dial, gentle, kitid, benevolent, ecoaomial, true, and 
goad, as be expected everybody would be in the 
millennium.'' His life and letters, forming an in- 
teresting volume of nearly five hundred pges, were 
published in 1855. 

John Batchelder, Hanard, 1823. He taught 
achool in Nantucket for some time, and in 1827 
opened an academy here in a building erected for 
&at purpose, and desigued in part for a cliurch by 
the Unitarian society @at then existed in town. 

Tlte btiilding stood on the pmtmt rite of tbe nsi- 
dence of Dr. F. F. Brom. The scl~ool prospered 
for many yenrs, and numbers of young men from 
this and tlie surrounding torus were fitted h e n  

-for college. Mr. htclielder mns SUM in 
1843 by a Mr. Wait, r h o  so011 gave up the school 
here aud opened m e  in Greenwood, rhere the 
intebriate asylum of Dr. Day aos formerly est&- 
lished. The ncademy was converted intd a dwell- 
hng-l~ouse, and is now the residenee of  H. O. 
Richardson, Esq. Mr. Batchelder served the t o m '  
for thirty years with distinguislied ability as one 
of their school committee, colnmencing in 1828 
and continuing nearly every year till 1863. He 
was also once cliosen representative to the General 
Court, and served some years as selectman. He 
died in 1871, aged eighty. 

Rev. Benjamin W,yman Parker, Amheret, 1839; 
Andover, 1833. Went as a missionary to the 
Sandwich Islands the same year. He returned on 
a visit to his native torn in 1876, after an absence 
of forty-four years. He died in Honolulu, March 
23, 1877, in tlic eeventy-fourth year of his age. 
He had been for many years ofichlly connected- 
wit11 the Theological Semii~ary at Honolulu, a d  
was a faithful laborer iu the mission-field. 

Rev. George Nichols, son of James, graduated 
at  Yale, and studied theology at  New Haven, but 
never preached much. He uxq a successful teacher 
for a term of years at New Haven and Hadlef, 
and for a long term at Springfield, Nassachnsetta, 
where he died at tlie age of forty-six. I 

Rev. Cyrus Nicl~ols, brother of Rev. George, 
graduated at ITilliams, and studied theology at  
Auburn. He has long been in the service of the 
Home Ifissionary Society, first in Missouri, now in 
Wisconsin. 

Rev. Warren Nichols, another brother, .gmd- 
uated at Williams and Andover, and labored also 
in bfissouri for tlne Home Jfission till his death. 

Adams Xichols, JL. D., practhd at Bockport, 
JIbssachusetts, but removed to Quincy, Illinois, 
whem lie l i d  an extensive field of labor, and was 
a popular physician. He was brother of the three 
last named. He died in 1871. 

Rev. Stillman Pratt, son of Benjamin, gmduate 
of Amherst, 1831, studied theology, and graduated 
at Andover. First settled at Orleans, where he 
remained four and a half years, and preached at- 
Eastham six months. He then removed to South 
..4darns, hiassacliusetts, and after doing missionary 
work seveml years, succeeded in e s w  a 



&arch of which he became pastor. .After nine 
ye&i of labor at Adams, he removed to 31elrose, 
laboring among the people, holding meetings in 
the depot, and formed a church there over which 
he was &led about three years, and which, like 
tkt a t  Adams, still conti~~ues to flourisll. He re- 
moved to Carver, and was p t o r  there three 
years. He published The Mother's Ashtan1 two 
yean, and The Middleeborottgl~ Gazette from that 
time to his death, September 1, 1863, at tlie age 
of fifty-three yeom. He was the author of four 
volumes publiskl by the ~Inssashusetts Sabbath 
School Society, a life of General Fre~notlt, two edi- 
ti& of Solbath School Qnestio~s, and a biograph- 
ical catalogue of the class of 1831, Amherst Col- 
lege, and a genealogy of the Pratt hmily. Under 
his ministrations seventy-one were added to the 
church in Orleans, fifty at,  South Adams, twenty- 
five at Melrose, fifteen at Carver. His son, Still- 
man B. Pratt, is the present editor and proprietor 
of The Rantlolpk Mnssack~raefk Regiafer, and of 
The American Workman, 37 Cornhill, Boston; aud 
uns the candidate of the Lnbor-Reform party for 
scc~tary of state in 1869. Another son, Ban- 
born D., has been connected with the lfassachusetts 
~ ; reaa  of Statistics. A third son, Thomas S., was 
fanner editor of The dlington Stankrd. 

William L. Peabody, son of Enoch, Dartmouth, 
1856, studied law, practised for several years at 
Lynn, apd is now establklied in his profession at 
Omaha, A'ebraska, where he is also judge of pro- 
bate. 

.Benjamin M. Harkqhorn, son of Benjamin, grad- 
uated at the Harvnrd Law School, and opened an 
office in this t o n .  He was chosen for three years 
as one of the general scbool committee, and in 1867 
was elected chairman of the board of selectmen. 
H e  died the same jear, aged trcnty-seven. 

John M. Bancroft, son of Joseph, Dartmouth, 
class of 1859. Went west as civil e~igineer till the 
brenking out of the war, allen he enlisted as a 
private in the second Michigan infantry, was in 
sixteen battles, served t l i re~ yem, and nttained the 
rank of captain. He was then offered tlie colo- 
nelcy of a regiment of cavalry, which he declined 
onrrccannt of health. He remorcd to Brooklyn, 
New YO;~, and was engaged for a year or two in 
w i n g  out the public park there. He is now em- 
ployed by ten New Tork insurance companies as 
surveyor, which gives him employment in diflerent 
park of the country, with his principal office in 
New Yo&. 

E. Bestley Yonng, son of Edmrd, graduated at 
Dartmouth, 1862. Teacher in Briuuner School, 
Boston. 

Horace P. Wakefield, son of Deacon Caleb, Am- 
hent, 1832, prnctising pliysician at Oakham, Mass- 
cliusettu, for several yenrs, rllere he held the ofice 
of selectman and town-clerk, and ~ 8 5  twice elected 
as representative to the legislature. Returning to 
Reading, he mas elected senator for tliis M c t  
in 1862, and semed one year, and also aa achool 
committee and town-clerk for several years, and 
justice of the peace. He \ras then appointed as 
inspector of the dmshouse at Tewskbury, and 
afterwards physiciah there. Subsequently be dm' 
tra~lsferred to the superintendency of the atate 
almshouse at Monson, which he retained till 
1877. % .  

Rev. William Wakefield, son of William, grul- 
uated at Amherst, 1839, huglit the South Readiag 
Academy one year; Codman School, Dorchester,: 
about two years ; graduated at Andover, 1845;. 
went as lloine missionary to McCohnelsville, Ohio, 
remaining there six years ;. pmclled at IIadison, 
Ohio, tliree years. 111 Apnl, 1865, he removed to 
Harmar, a village of Jfarietta, where he was pestor 
for inany years. He is uow settled at La Hatp, 
Illinais. 

Edward Hartshorn, 11. D., formerly of dh 
town, studied medicine, settled at Berlin,, has (In 

office in Boston, and is proprietor of the well- 
known bitters, ('Key to Health." 

S. 0. Richardson, 11. D., soil of Dr. Nathm, of 
this town, =sided in Wakefield, and was 
known for liis " Sherry Wine Bitters." 

Jobn Reid, son of Rev. Jared, formerly pestor of 
the Old South Church in this town, graduated rt 
Yale, 1846, resides at Stockbridge, lfassachusetta, 
where he is engaged in teaching. 

John S. Wallis, Yale, 1S32, studied law; became 
a farmer in Bolton, ~fassachusetts. 

Ivillianl F. Wallis, brother of John S., studied 
at Yale, but died before gmdunting. 

Rev. Plioy I?. Sanborn, son of Rev. Peter San- 
born, Amberst, class of 1hSO. Settled for sobe 
years at West Bloomfield, New York, rrftermrda 
at Spri@eld, snme state. 

Rev. George E. Sqi~brn,  brother of Plinp F., 
Amlierst, 1813. Preached at Georgia, Vermoct, 
art. Vernon, New Hnmpshim, Korthborough, 
JIassnchusc$ts, and is now superintendent of the 
orphan n s l y v  at Hartford, Conwcticut. I- . 

Joseph C. Sanbom, hI. D., of the same fawilp, 
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hongh,sot a college @ua@, fs a physician in 
L n .  
."' George W. Symonds, son of Obed, not a college 
graduate, studied medicine, was formerly in prac- 
tice at Lnncaster and Clinton. Died in 1873. 
! Daniel Temple, son of Charles, not a gmduate, 

is a dentint. He  has resided in the Southern States 
many pears. He first went there as an agent- for 
Dr. Morton, and engaged in -introducing ether as 
an anaesthetic in surgical operations. 

Stillman E. Parker, Esq., entered hmherst 
College, 1841. After studying about two years 
be rrss obliged to leave on account of ill health. 
He is n o r  engaged in the manufacture and sale of 
~hoca. He has served on the s chd  committee in 
this town longer, G t h  one exception, than any 
&bet person. He m s  a member of the state legis- 
khrre in 1859, and holds a commission as justice 
of the peace. 

Alfred A. Premt t  was a member of the class of 
18-43, Earvard College; began the practice of law 
m 1845 ; was Register of Probate about six years, 
-from 1853 to 1858. He now resides in Cali- 
fornia 

Eev: Thomas M. Symonds, son of .Eben D., 
graduate of Waterville College, Maine, 1847, New- 
ton Theological Seminary, 1850. Was never settled 
aa a pastor. Labored under the direction of the 
Homd Missionary Society, with a sod degree of 
mcces, at Green Bay, Wisconsin, where he died 
July 5, 1852, at the age of thirty-one. 

William Wallace Davis, nearly two years a stu- 
dent at Dnrtmouth, left the college and enlisted ns 
a soldier in August, 1862. He received a bullet- 

" wound in his- right wrist at  tlie battle of Gettys- 
bng, on account of which he was discharged from 
the seyvice. Enlisting again in December, 1863, 
in the 59th regiment, he mns promoted to be first 

' lieutenant the next yar .  He lost his left arm in 
* the battle of Petenburg, July 30,1861, and again 

received an honornble discharge Xorember 29, 
1864. 

Solon Bancroft, son of Emery, graduated at Dart- 
month, 1864, studied Inw, and is now in practice. 
Haa an office here and also in Boston. He was 
for some time employed in tenclling in one of the 
city schools. He is Assistant Judge of Jliddle- 
sex District Court. 

GilmanL. Parker, gradunted at Dartmoutli, 1868. 
Is now in business in Boston. 

Wnlter S. Parker, son of Henry F., Dnrtmouth, 
1868. Tnught school in Brndfod, Sl~erborn, and 

at  the Farm School, Thompson's Island. . Is now 
sub-master incthe,Dwight Schd,  Boston. 

Thomns Appleton, graduated at the Renssclmr 
Polyteclinic' Institute, at Troy, N. Y., in 1868. 
He hns since bee11 employl as civil engineer. 

Howard A. Ha~mfod, graduated a t  Tufts Co1- 
lege in 1873. He is now pastor of a Cougqa- 
tional Church. 

George H. hr rus ,  graduated at Institute of Tech- 
nology, in Boston, class of i874. Mechanical 
engineer. 

Herbert Barrows, graduated at  Institute of Tech- 
nology, c h  of 1874. Civil engineer. 

Walter B. Barrows, graduated at Institute of 
Technology, class of 1876. .Teacher in -tine 
Republic, South America . 

Frank E. Appleton, graduated at  Worcester 
Free Institute, 1874. 

The Third Church, formerly called the West 
Parish Church, and now the Old South Church of 
Reading, organized in 1770, has had, as paston: 
Rev. Thomas Haven, ordained November 7, 1770, 
d i d  May 7, 17t32 ; Rev. Peter Sanborn, ordained 
June 9,1790, dismissed June 7,1820; Rev. Samuel 
Green, ordained September 20, 1820, dismis.4 
March 26, 1823; Rev. Jared Reid, ordained Oc- 
tober 8, 1823, dismissed June lil, 1833 ; Fkv. 
Aaron Pickett, installed September 25, 1833, dis- 
missed April 3, 1850 ; Rev. Lyman Whiting, in- 
stalled January 1, 1851, dismissed November 1, 
1855; Rev. William Barrows, installed February 
20,1856, dismissed JIay 6,1869; Rev. William A. 
Thompson, installed February 14, 1872, died Sep- 
tember 17, 1875. 

Since the decease of Mr. Thompson, no pastor 
has been settled. Rev. L. J. White llas been the 
ncting pastor since 1877. 

The Third Co~lgregatrbnd Society in Beading 
was formed April 9, 1827. I t  held its mectinp 
in the upper portion of the building known as the 
Academy, erected in that year, while the lower floor 
was used nr a school-room. Several preacliers 
served for short terms,- Rev. Mr. Barbery till 
his death in 1830, and Rev. Mr. Darpon from 
1833 to 1835. In 1838 it was absorbed in the 
Second Univenalist Society, which culminated, in 
1856, in a new organization, with tlie name chnnged 

- to First Universalist Society. Rev. N. & Wright 
became pastor for two years, and wns sncceeded by 
Bev. L. N. 13urrington for two and nllalf years. 
Rev. E. A. Enton officiated a portioil of the time 
till 1863, and was followed by Rev. W. W. Hay- 



ward *ti1 1867. Rev. E. B. Fairchild, in 1868, 
commenced holding. an afternoon service in Lyceum 
Hall. a A house of worship was built iu 1871, 
where the society has since continued to hold its 
meetings: In 1869 a new eociety was formed, un- 
der the name of m e  Christian Union. I t  adapted 
the follouiug as its platform and c ~ d  : " A belief 
in tlie Fatlierlioocl of God and the Brot l~er l id  of 
Humanity, as taught by Jesus Christ, and acknod- 
edging Him as Our Teacher and Guide." 

Tlie present pastor, Rev. C. IV. Heizer, was set- 
tled in Febmry, 1878. In June of the same year 
the society placed itself in fellowship with the Uni- 
tarian denomination. 

The & h ~ n  Sheet Baptist ChttrcA n o  organized 
in  1832, with sixteen members. The meeting- 
house was built in 1838. The pastors were settled 
as follows: Rev. Henry Smith, June, 1837; 
Bev. 3.' Woodbury, 1842; Rev. John Upton, 
1843; Bev. J. G. Townsend, 1845 ; Bev. John 
Cookson, 1848; Rev. E. K. Fuller, 1854; Rev. 
A. M. Higgins, 1858; Rev. IVilliam B. Davy, 
1859; Rev. H. P. Guilford, 1865: Rev. T. W. 
Crawlcy, 1867 ; Rev. Lutlier D. Hill, 1870 ; .Rev. 
James K. Ewer, 1874. . 

Betha& t3nrch and Society. --The Bethesda 
Society was formed in 1849. Tlie first meeting 
h s  called April 23. Captain Timotliy Wakefield 
was moderator; Oliver Peabody, clerk; Timothy 
Wakefield, Aaron Parker, John H. Bailcroft, as- 
=*on; Xilo Parker, collector and treasurer. 
Stillman E. Parker was cliose~i clerk in 1855, and 
has held the office to tlie present time. The church 
ed~fice was declicntcd January 1, 1850. 

The Betlrda Church was orga~uz~d April 17, 
1849, wit11 ninety members. Rev. Edward W. 
Clark, the first pnstor, was ordained Jar~uarp 1, 
1850, and remained two years. Rev. W. H. 
Beeclier - became pastor, September 14, 1853, and - dismissed in 1856. 

Rev. William H. Willcox, the third pastor, 
was installed July 2, 1857. His pastorate was of 
u~msunl length nnd pmspcritj.. His resignation 
b e i ~ ~ g  accepted, the conricction with the church 
and society was dissolved Blnrcli 5, 1870. On tlie 
same day Rev. William B. Ely was iastalld as liis 
successor. 

-The Jfeflrdiat Epircopal C'trrcA was organized 
June 9,1587, \vitli nineteen members. Tlie meet- 
i n g - h o ~ ~ v a s  built in 1870. Rev. Stephen Cush- 
ing preiahed one year. k v .  H. D. \\'cston suc- 
eeeded in 1869, a d  preached two years; Rev. 

J. 'I\'. Short, thne years; Rev. W. H. HPbeh, thqe 
xears ; Rev. J. L Hannford, one year; Rev. J. .a. 
Nears, tile pment pastor, entered upon h i  labon 
here in 187& : 

T'Aa Ers t  Pres6yt&r&s CAmd was organisad 
February 27, 1873, with twenty members. Ib 
house of worship wae dedicated February, 1874. 
Rev. A. S. &diner was installed as pqtor, May, 
1873, nnd remailled till September, 1875. h. 
P. 31. Uacrlo~iald has since sup$ed the pulpit. 

In 1871 J.. Hilnry Skinner, Esq., correspondent 
of tlie L o n d o ~ ~  Tiws, attentled a political banquet 
in tliis town, of which. lie gnve a pleasant descrip 
tion in his paper. A few extracts from his rink- 
tion m y  properly be given in closing the historical ' 
sketch of tile town. 
" You must picture a brightly lighted hall, nitb 

a gallery at one end where a band of music and six 
rows of tables stretch down the centre. You must 
fill the hall with quiet, earnest-looking people of 
both sexes, and imag~ie the usual table'at the tqp, 
furthest from the music, wliere mt the ,pn+ 
guests of the evening. . . ,. . You may fancy that 
the scene is before you, and liurry on to disq~sr 
its w i l  bearing without having heard, pf the 
pretty young r a i tmes .  
a Yet stay a moment, I entreat, for tl& &tter 

of pretty young writresm aforesaid is worthy par. 
attention. !he well-behaved, neatly d m d  guh 
who lmnd round the coffee and tea so demu$y, 
and who are, in one sense, the cliief orname& of 
the room, belong to the same class of society tmfhae 
on whom they wait. . . . . Ya11isl1 all tl~qught of 
dull-eyed and weary British miterdom, -vanish 
the nimble garfon nnd the obligi~ig kelfnur. We 
are waited on by nymphs who bring us the fm- 
%rant coffee or the sleep-killing tea, ni~d my only 
trouble is about asking for more. Shall .I venture 
to beckon to me that pretty creature who hns jud . 
embraced tlie old dame on my right? Sl~all I aall 
out ccIVaiter! " ia r firm undertone, and hold up 
my cup at tliis smiling young pewoii rho& little . 

head overflows with curls ? The question is mo- 
mentous to a timid Briton, but its nnswer is sim- 
I .  Hold up tlie cup, ask for more, do anything 
that renson and friendsliip will permit, n ~ d  tlle at- 
tendant nymphs rill  be fou~ld as ~nuch alive to the 
work of tlie l~our as tlieir countrymen nre apt to be 
alive to any work xliicl~ they take in 11and. . . . . 

I annot  attempt to tell a11 t h t  was mid, or to 
give the names of all who spoke, but such a siight 
sketch of tire lePd.mg speeches as has gone.before 
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may sme to show p u  to what sort of discussion 
the company listened. Here were ineti and women 
i d e  by side, erlually nttet~tive to the recitnl- of 
party hopes and fcnrs, erliinlly aanni~ig up - with 
only the mild stiiiiulaiit~ before described - to 
laugh and to stamp on tile floor nt god party liits. 
It is but fair to say tllot they listened nlso ~ritli 
coarteous attention to mmc remarks h m  an Eag- 
lishriran who was present, ou matters further afield, 
and t h t  an able criticism i11 the next speech on 
English prospects was very well received. The 

people Iwd tl~oughts for much- more than party 
politics, but i t  lis its politicians that their gather- 
ing togetlier tlrus quietly, with wife and children, 
is tlie most remarkable. What b n  be a better 
sign for free institutions than the ldvelling upwards 
wliicli brings laborers nnd meclinnica, small trndeis 
niid wenltlip merclimh, to the same assemblage of 
intelligent, self-mpecting citizens? Whilst so 
much of the county is true and sound, there will 
be strength in the Amedcnm to stifle Tammany 
and to regenerate a dozen Utaha 

SHERBORN. 
,. 2 

 BY^ ALBBBT H. BLANCHARD,  Y.D.  

RBRBORN is one of the older har since been much regretted. T6a obief p o n d  
towns in the county, nnd of this aotion wns a supposition that Slierbom, in 
forms a ponion of its soutliern Dorsetskire, Englnad, \ms the original home of 

. boder, being separated by some of the first settlers. I t  was a t o m  anciently 
Cliarles &ver from Dover and distiiiguislied a9 tlie site of a monastery; and as a 
Medfield in tlie county af place of burinl for some of tlie Saxon kings ;..and 
Norfolk on the east ; -on the at a later dny as the spot where the prime nobility: 
south hlIedway, in tlie same met William, Prince of Orange, and welcomed him 
county. ,Hollist~n and Ash- to tlle throne of England. But the best author- 

hnd bound, i t  on the &t, Frami~igllom on the 
north, and Natick on tlie .oorth and nortlienst. 
!he h m h i p  now. contains about 10,000 acres, 
.nd its extreme lellgtl~ from liorth to south i s  
wmething.more thnn six miles, mid from enst to 
rest about ;four and one lialf miles. Orighlly the 
territory m s  very much Inrgr, but it \ns reduced 
by the formation of riev t o m .  Tlie population 
L about 1,000. I t  is situated some twenty miles 
W. 8. .W. of Boston, .wit11 wliicl~ it has easy com- 
m u n h t i w ~  by the. Uansfield and Fmminglmm 
Bailrond, which pyses through tile towu from 
sonth to north, and connects with tlie Boston nlid 
Albany flailroad at Soutli Fmmingham. . 

The name of the town was anciently written. 
Sherborne, nnd sometimes Shearborn, Slierburn, 
and Sherburne. TGC htter was tlie most accept- 
able, and finally became its permzlient designation 
for many j a r s  ; and tlie action of n portion of the 
inhabitnnts in preseiiting n petition to the Oeneml 
Court in 1852, to c h g  tile name to Sherborn, 

ities spell tlie name of tllia Donetshire town "Sher- 
borne"; and in the usual confinnation, by .the 
General Court, of the gmnt of lnnd for rr township, 
" it is ordered tllat tlie name of the tome be  she^ 
borne." And wherever the town is mentioned in 
the records of the Ckneral Courb of the colony i t  
is called Slierbome. I t  would, therefore, have' 
been more sntisfnctory, if an alteration must be 
mnde at  dl, to have had the new name wholly 
correct. 

Grants of land. by the General Court' to indi- 
viduals were cornmeticed as early as 1643, and 
were continued at intervals for thirty yeam; but 
always subject to the rights of the Indinns (Nip 
mucks), wlio received payment nnd gave deeds for 
all tlie laud included in tile township. Few if any - 
of thex grantees occupied their land. The first 
tmtisfer to actual settlers of land "lying in the 
woods on the \rest side of Charles River, three 
miles from Nntick," wns mnde itfay 3,1653,O. 5. 
Immediately after, .Nichols, Wood md Th- 



Holbrook6 took.pssession rwl commenced their 
labqn. They were soon followed by Henry Lay- 
laad, Benjamin Bullad, George Fairbank, John 
Hill, Thomas Breck, and Daniel Morse. Most of 
these persons were men of sabshce, of strong, de- 
termined character, hardy, and not easily discour- 
aged, as the event proved. Many of their names 
still live in the persous of their descendants, who 
are found among the prominent citizenssf Sherboni 
a t  thia pay. And they required all the eliergy and 
endnrance of which man is capable to subdue the 
wild lands " in tbe wilderuess beyond IUedfield," 
and to protect themselves ngiust the lurkiiig In- 
dian. For nltho~igl~ the Kipmuck Intlians ~vho in- 
lnbited this portion of the colony had been treated 
fairly in tlie purcliase of their lands, and were at 
first friendly, they were afternards influenced and 
controlled by King Philip with disastrous results 
to the settlers. 

These first residents settled in the south and 
southeast parts of Slierbonl, ~Ii icL then included 
a portion of the present eastern p r t  of Medwvay. 
The Indian wnpe for the locality was Boggestow ; 
i t  is perpetuated in the name of a meadow, pond, 
and brook. .In various petitions to tlie governor. 
of the colony nod tlie General Court, the xttlers 
termed themselves " inhabitants of Bogistow," ltnd 
'' inhabitants uid proprietors of lands at or near 
Bogges tow. " 

Although living remote from Medfield and not 
inclnded within its bounds, tlie hggestow people 
obtained privileges there, aid also enrolment mii 
taxation aq Lr citizens ; and for some twenty-five 
yeam the births and deaths in their families were 
there reaorded. . 

But at length, as tlie number of settlers increased, 
and the farms were. growing into better condition, 
a-petition s i g d  by fourteen inhabitants was pre- 
w t e d  "to the much honoretl Genenl Court, 7 of 
3 mo, 1662," p q i n g  for " liberty to be a Towne 
of ourselves with such others as may be admitted 
to  our Society liereafter." The Geiienl Court ajr 
painted a committee " t~ view the place and return 
their apprehensiow.') Tlie result appears to have 
been nnfavor~ble, as iiotliing more is found con- 
eerning the petition. But tlle colo~iy remained, 
for these were men not easily daunted wvhen they 
had once determined to subdue the forest, and to 
fopn a community of their o w ~ ~ .  They were 
strengthened by the addition from time to time of 
new residents, uutil in tlie year 1674, whai the 
d e m e n t  was twenty-two years old, the number 

of families'amoantsd to twenty. !he longdm- 
islied plau of forming 8 new town and church w u  
then revived, and urged by a pecond piemtion of 
planters. Joseph Morse, a son of Daniel, m 
prominent in preparing a new petition 'rTo the 
Honoured Gov. h Deputy Gov., with the rest of 
the pssistants an(\ deputyes of tlie Omrall Court 
of his Majesty's Co1o11y of tlie BIassachusetts," 
October 7, 1674. This petition represents that 
tliere are " neere twenty hmilies already aettled 
on farmes :. . . . in this part of tlie rildenrew 
called Boggestow, & neere tliereunto, besides some 
other farmes, not jet Improved, lying between the 
bou~~ds of NaticL & Meadfeild, & upon th 
west of botJ1, wwhh probably may shortly be em- 
prooved also." It also states that " rmongst 
otlier difficultyes," the petitioners " have not found 

i t  our least to goe to meeting on the Lord's day 
xuto hieaclefeild, by reason not ouly of the distana 
from tlieare, and the leaving of severall at home, but 
also in regard of the difficulty in passing.~ver tba . 
water betwext, in winter seasons & times of floas, 
wliioh sometimes pmves hzzardous to health & 
life ; wvherefore for our releife herein, and fiat wee 
may not wholly omit our duty what in us $eth to 
spread tlie Gospel in this wildernestte, . . . . & 
for tlie better regulating of nffayres among& nr, 
we your petitioners do hnmbly crave the frivorable 
help of this Honoured Court." I t  then asks that 
a tract of land, six biles square, may be "made r 
tome, 8: that the name thereof may Le - "; &d 
also that they may have liberty to purchase of the ' 
Kitticlie Indians certain other parcels of land. . 

The petition was granted October el, and tbs 
town namecl Slierborne, oil the condition "&at a. 
farm of two hundred'acres of land be reserved for 
the country, that no land shall be allotted to any 
but actual settlers, and that no man slall rtcei* 
above fifty acres till there be twenty new funilia 
settled there, and then the wl~ole that is free to be 
disposed of ns the major part of the inhabitauts 
capable by law to vote shall judge meet." ' 

The form of this new tonvship was very irr~ga- 
hr. I t  has been aptly compared to a hmd-card, 
with its liandle nbout one mile wide, between h'a- ' 

tick and Iledfield, and with its blnde neest of those 
tow~~s, estending north to Sadburp River, and 
south to Charles River and tlie north line of Bel- 
lingl~rm, then a part of Dedham. It included 
~nucll temtory which has ailice bcen assigned to 
new tolvns. As soon as pmcticable, negvtiations 
were held with Major Gookin and Rev. Job1 Eliot, 
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in behalf of the Natick Indinas, for an exchange 
of land with them. Tliis exchange wns completed 
in 1679, and the b~rnship thus rendered more 
opmpact. Th negotiations were commenced in 
1675; but a terrible mlamity suspended tlie work 
for two years, and parnlgzed every effort tliat was 
net required for self-preservation. Tliis was noth- 
isg less than the horrors of an Indian war. 

The inhabitants first "assembled for the ordering 
the a f i i n  of Shearborn,? on January 4,1674 - 75, 
fourteen persons being present ; and the records of 
the town .then commence. A committee lvas chosen 
to view the land grauted by the Genernl Court for a 
tomhip ,  and to lay out the same; and anotlier 
committee to treat with the N~t ick  Indians for tlie 
desiced exchange of lunds. Ouly one other town- 
meeting \nu held for abont two years, and that was 
isoMamh, 1676, for the transactioii of indisyensa-. 
ble bu. -IWS. ' 

At this time Pliilip, the great sachem of the 
Wampanoag, was 011 the'warqntlb scattering fire 
an+ deatlt wherever hc went; and the consterna- 
tion excited ia tlie minds of the settlen was some- 
thing of which we can have no adequate idea. The 
rapidity of tlie movements of the Indians through 
the by-path, tlie thickets, and the forests, with 
which they were perfectly familiar, tlieir stealthy 
advances, tlieir sudden appearances, and violent 
murderous attacks as they srooped down on a vil- 
lage or a settlement, caused. them to be peculiarly 
dreaded by a people who were mliolly unnccus- 
tomd to this savnge mode of warfare. More- 
o w ,  as P11ilip.troly stnted in a paper wliich he 
left en a portion of tlie bridge between bledfield 
and Boggestowv, destroyed by him on the retreat 
following his desperate assault on the former 
t o n ,  "the Indians lose notliiug but their lives. 
You must lose yeur fnir houses and cattle." The 
fear of PO much loss undoubtedly added to tlie 
pangs of dread for the loss of life ; for their fnrms 
were of little use in tliis wilderness aitl~out their 
buildings ancl cattle. His bold threat in the same 
paper that the Indians "\rill anr this twentp-one 
yeara if you will,', did not give them mucli hope 
for the future, althougli, as Hubbard quaintly ob- 
zeroes; Pliilip fell short of tliis time by more than 
nineteen years. But of his early death, effected by 
a party under Captain Church, tlle colonists could 
t k n  know notliiug, and they had o~ilg tlie pros- 
pecb of continual watcl~fulness and defence for an 
indefinite period. During the known presence of 
th elle._vin tlie viciaity, the people all retreated 

to the gaganison-haarr, of which there were two,' 
and lived there. Mamy remained for a long time, 
and there some of tkir children were born, One 
of these garrisons rrr the house of Dn~iiel Morse, 
Sr., near the present nad from Sl~erborn to Dover, . 
and not far from C h a h  Birer ; mid the otller on 
the farm of Belljamb Bdard, near the pfesu~t 
boundnry line between Skrborn and Medway, and 
also near Charles Bim. Tbe lattcr was attacked 
by tlle enemy ou M m a r y  21, 1676, the same 
day tliat Medfield was burned, and nfter their re- . 
treat from that p k  'I'his garrison was made 
wit11 great care and strength, and resisted the as- 
saults of the Iudiaus, some of whom were picked 
off by sliots fired t h g l i  the dmirably arranged 
loop-holes. Finding their efforts vain, they uext 
attempted to bum tbs building by pushing down 
the declivity above it a a r t  of burr~irlg flax. . De- 
struction now seemed imminent ; but fortunately 
the progress of the a r t  was arwted by a rock, 
still to be- seen, and tbe lives of the garrison awed. 
Some writers place! the date of this attack at o later 
day, in May, but Hubbard, who wrote7 about, 
1677 - 78, is probably better authority. Tile only 
other concerted attack by the Indians was .made 
either in May or July following (writen di&ering 
as to dnte), when t l iq met with such a notable m- 
pulse that '' they nerer dared to sliow their fit- 

there afterwads." But them were single attacks 
by sca t ted  Indians, nnd m e  deaths occurred 
ainong the whites. These were tmblous times, 
aiid tried to the utmost t l ~ c  nerve and endurance 
of our ancestors. Tbep never meditated a retlleat : 
from tlieir possessions, but resolutely adhered t o  
every means of defeme, and sere obliged to be 
watchful against surprise for a long time, not 
knowing tlte day nor the hour when they might be . 
again attacked by their treacherons foe. Philip 
commanded not only his own tribe, but also lil- 
dians of other tribes, whom he 11ad persuaded to 
enlist in Ids attempt to extinguish the new settle- 
ments of English people. Some of these Indians 
Iiad l~itlierto been friendly to tlre whites, andarnoug 
them the Nipmucks, wlio inhnbited this ancl the 
neigliboring region of county. Says 8. (3. Drake,' 
"Tliese were the mast distressing days that New 
England ever beheld. Town after t o n  fell a sac- - 
rifice to their fury. All fear and constemn- 
tion. Few there were who were not ia mourning 

1 Thm other prrison, were aftcrwa& bailt. 
Note to Church'a Hidory of PWip'r IPu. p. 65 : Boat@ 

1829. 



for some near kindred, and nothing but horror 
stared them in the face." But after the deoth of 
Pliilip in  August., 1676, althougli the Indians still 
made hostile demonstrntions, their power was 
broken; and early in 1677 the colonists began to 
=urn  their usual occupations. Tlie ilmbitnnts 
of Sherboni again took up tlieir ncgotintions with 
the Natick Indians for the dcsirnble and importnnt 
excllange of lands. f liis exdiange, as before men- 
tioaed, was not fulb completed and an agreement 
signed until April, 1679. 

Tlle tor11 being now laid out in better form, 
means for tlle tni~saction of the public business 
being established, tlie officers clioseii, and a ,social 
cornpat adopted, the inhabitants next turned tlieir 
atbition more fully to tlie preparations for stated 
public worship. Of this they deeply felt the need, 
and this Lad >been one of their strong arguments 
for incorporation as a town. Steps had previously 
been taken towards the selection of a location for a 
meeting-house, and a lot of land lind been staked 
out. But this location ws u~isatisfactory to mniiy 
of the people, and after mucli discussion it wns 
finally removed to a spot near t l~e  site of the meet- 
ing-house of the preseiit First Parish, which conse- 
quently becamc the centre of the town. I t  has 
remained to the present day the site of a meetiag- 
house, and about it am clustered tlie other public 
buildiugs of the town. But it was only after 
mnch cohtroversy, and an appcnl to tlie General 
Cart, tlmt the business was settled. The court 
f d t  obliged at last to place the town under tlie 
guardiansliip of a committec " to onler and gov- 
erne the prudentinlls of tlie said towiie for thee  
years." The town dutifully submitted, and the 
differences were gradually adjusted. Other dif- 
ferences between ii~liabitnnts, concerning secular 
matters, had been settled by arbitrntion or by the 
decision of a committee of the Gencnl Court, 80 

tllat this adion of the court in taking the wliolc 
charge of tlie business of tlie tom, tlirougl~ a com- 
mittee, did not seem u~ireasonablc to them; and 
it ecrtaidy was preferable to a prolonged litiga- 
tion. 

One of th inhabitants, Sergeant (afterwards 
Lieutenant) Edward T\'est, n-ns accustomed to act 
a s  a lay pmcher before the oettleme~it of a minis- 
ter. At a later day, in 1691, lic \\ens appointed 
tile first sclioolmsster of tlie town. Public For- 
sllip was held at  the house of Captnin Josepli 
Morse in the muth part of tlle  tow^^, mid was 
continued t11& for n co~isiderable time, until the 

meeting-l~onae waa finislied, which appears to hrs 
been about 1684 or 1685. 

After various efforts mid mucll delay Mr. Danid 
Gookin, n graduate and fellow d Hilrvard College, 
and a son of Uajor-General Gookin of Cambridge, 
was ordained ns tlieir pastor, hIarcli 26, 1685. 
He had previously been an assista~it to the Apostle 
Eliot in the Ldian mission at Kntick, and received 
warn1 commendntion from tliat eminent man. Hia 
lectares at Natick were delivered first to the Eng; 
lisli, and then " the same matter is delivered to 
the Interpreter, tvliom, 114th much pains, hir. Gook- 
ing 11nd fore-prepared." He continued this work 
nmong the Lndians after liis settlemait at Sher- 
born, and in fact during the greater part .of hir 
life. Ile appears to have been a man of more thrn 
common ability, and constantly labored for the 
good of his people aud of tlie Indiai~s. He died 
January 8, 1717 -18, in the sixty-eighth year t+ 
his age, having continued for about thirty-four 
years the minister of Sherborn. 

The preamble to a certain petition presented by. . 
the inhabitants of Slierborn to the General &rud 
about 1698 well represents the religious qk5t 
tliat animated the early settlers. I t  says: "In 
tlie first beginning nnd settlement of the town of 
Sherborn, tlie o~ily and princil~all benifitt atid previ; 
lege wliich the ancient inhabitants [then known by 
the name of Bopstow, near Medfield] did p r o p  
to tliemselves was to have the meeting-house near 
to them." And this same feeling was dominant in 
the minds of that people for many  ears. !l%q 
considered it their greatest privilege to be neap 
enougli to the meeting-house to be able to a A h d  
the services regularly. . 

The extensive territory of the town made i t  
sometimes difficult for those near its borders to a t  
tend these stated religious exercises. A~id  as the ' 
number of inhabitants in these localities iucreass 
by the addition of new settlers, a spirit of uneasi- 
ness begn to appear, and also a desire to form 
themselves into new towns with privileges of their 
own. Objections arose on the pnrt of other.in- 
habitants as to the niode or place of division, OP to 
any division whatever. The older to\vnsmen natu- 
nlly desired to incmse rntl~er tlian diminis11 their- - 
populntion, and also to retoill aU the tax-payem 1, 

posaiblc. when, tlie~vfore, seve~iteen families 
eidilig on Sllerborn Row, in tlie 11ortl1 put of the 
town, some adjoiiiii~g Mr. Dauforth's farms a d  . 

1 A gmnt of land by the General ~krt to Thomas lhnTorLb, 
Eq. ,  deputy-governor. 



$92 HISTOR P OF.. MlBD1;&SEX COUNTK 

othm holding lerras from him, made proposith 
for sepratio~i in order that they might join the 
mhbitants of '' Fmmlinghm plnntntioi~s " in ef- 
forts for the formation of a new town, there was 
gnat  opposition to the project. A 101% and sen- 
oua controversy ensued with regard to the p y -  
ment of rates, and to the jurisdiction, as when 
Framingham was incorporated, ia tire year 1700, 
the rights of Slierborn were reserved. The bounds 
df Sheborn in that direction appear not to have 
:bed well dehed, and the right of territory thus 
k m e  involved and uncertain. The contest con- 
tinued for several years, aiid until settled, Jane 16, 
1710, by the General Court, which annexed the 
sevbnteen families permanently to Framingham and 
r d e  tolSherborn, as an equivnlent for the loss, n 
grant of four tlloasand acres of land wmt of Men- 
don. We have not space to write further of this 
lhemorable controveny, which excited deep feeling 
Lr many yearn and stirred the whole mmmunity 
to its foundatiou. - . 
The next great e i i l  qaestion was one c6ncerning 

tbe accommodation with religious privileges of the 
inhabitants " Who- are Dwellers on ye West side 

-6f Doppitig Brook "; but this appears to have 
bem -settled amicably. At first, representations 
wem made in the town-meetings (where for many 
ycan both parish and town business was tmnsacted) 
of the di5cnlty with wl~icli some of the western in- 
habitants of the torn  could attend public worship, 
'' the a i d  town being near 12 miles long, and the 
mating-house sitaated at the Easterly EII~." The 

I remaining residents were disposed to accommodate 
their distant brethreo, and once passed a vote 
(March 6, 1723) to build n meeting-house in a 
more central location, "so tliat the town remain 
together for the strengthening thereof." But it 
was cihemrds decided tllnt tliis would not meet 
the objections '' in consideration tliat tlie Form and 
Situation of the Town is so ill conve~iient that one 
meeting-house Cnnnot be so placed as to Suit the 
Whole town, but tliat in time there will be need 

. of two to accommodnte the Lihnbitants." I t  was 
then voted to build a iiew meeting-house on or 

. . near the old spot; ' nlid on motion of some of the 
principal western inhabitants it was also voted to 
llemit to them their proporti011 of tile f 160 granted 
for that purpose in anticipation of the time when 
they should build a meeting-house of tlieu own, 
they agreeing at the same time to do all other 
'* pablick Duty to tlie town ns heretofore till tlie 

1 Tht meetinp-how m u  Bnbhcd in 1736. 

k U .  Court ShaU Set as of." The latter event 
was soon brought about. After a petition to the 
General Court, a committee of that body was chosen 
to view the premises, and make inquiry.into the 
matter. Tile report was favorable, and the western 
precinct was incorporated by n bill passed Decem- 
ber 3, 1724, under the name of Holliston. 

No other important event o c c d ,  for many 
years. The year 1764 was remarkable by the inva- 
sion of an uncommon disease, called in Slierboni 
the " hlemornble Mortality," and hi Hollistpn the 
"Great Sickness." Nearly thirty lives were lost in 
Sherborn by its ravoges, - a serious and alymkrg 
inroad on its still small population. 

In 1770 i t  was found that tile meeting-lioase 
must be enlarged, and " this waa done by sauing 
the house in two in the.middle, moviug tlie western 
half to the distance desired, and connecting the two 
parts together by ncw piece." 

We now approach a time of great trial to our 
colomsts, not only in tl~is town, but in 4 1  the 
t o m  in this province, and in all the English prov- 
i n m  in this couiitry. The oppressi\.e exactions 
of the mother country were becoming toe oneroas 
to be borne, and the people began seriouslj to con- 
sider the ilecessity of throwing off the yoke. Slier- 
born was ready now, as ever, to do its prt in 
contributing men and means to support the p a t  
struggle for what it deemed to be just and right. 
As early as 1774 a committee of correspondence 
was chosen, coinmittees also to attend tlie county 
conferences at Concord and Cambridge, and to pm- 
cure a field-pime. Three cannon, procured by the 
latter committee instead of a six-pounder, were 
accepted by the town, and it m w  voted " that the 
committee prove them at the. town's expense, and 
fire the biggest as soon as may be, with all tlie 
necessaries that may be needed." Adirny other 
votes were afterwards passed, sliowing that the 
people were animated to a high degree with tlie 
spirit which finally achieved the independence of 
tlie colonies. In  1776 it was voted to extend 
relief to the poor of Boston, then besieged by the 
enemy, and to find places for them to live in. A 
company of mirute-me11 was mised, aiid g8 granted 
to provide ammuuition for the cannon. As Boon as 
the news reached tliis town of the conflict at Lex- 
ington, on tlie 19th of April, 1775, tlie minpte-men 
proved themselves worthy of their title by marcll- 
ing iminediately to meet the assaihlho, and the 
rest of the able-bodied men, of all ages, f o l l o d  
with all possible alacrity. But tke distance was so 



gent, and the route of the enemy so uncertain, that 
they had not the satisfaction of meeting aud help 
ing to chastise tliem. They, however, furnislied 
their quota to assist in besieging Boston, and a 
number of them displayed tlieir heroism in the 
battles of Bmker Hill, White Plains, and Braady- 

ing-house not far distant from that of the First 
Parish. 

The First Parish also felt the need of a new edi- 
fice, as tlie old om liad been in use for more than 
a century. h i d  during the same year, 1830, they 
proceeded to build a meeting-house nearly on tlu: 

wine. Seven bmtllers, tlie sons of Mr. Samuel 
Clark, enlisted as soldiers, and served, on an aver- 
age, over three years per man. 

In May, 1776, the town voted, that if C o n e  
decided to declare the dollies indepetident of 
Great Britain, the people ~vould, wit11 their lives 
uid fortunes, endeavor to support them in that 
meamre. ' And' Daniel Whitney, their representa- 
tive, was instructed to act accordingly. When - the question of the adoption of the Federal con- * - 
ititation arose, Sherborn sent Daniel Whitney to 
the convention held in Boston in 1788, wit11 p- 
eral instructious, but also with full confidence in 
his judgment to act for the right. h i d  that 
honorable member was one of tlie majority who 
voted in favor of this great charter of our free- 
dom. 

In 1781 an entry, found in the town records, 
states that the salary of 'Rev. Elijah Bro\oli for 
one year, ending JInrcli 1, 1781, \vns k 73 6s. 8d., 
"equal to E2,933 6s. 8d coriti~iental currency." 
This shows the depreciation which the latter had 
suffered, and that it took more than E 40 of that 
currency to equal £ 1 of sound money. I t  is a 

' powerful argument agninst the establishmelit of an 
ideemable  currency. 

Enrly in the present century, when our natiollal 
honor and our authority on tlie high seas were in- 

- vaded, Slierbonr accepted her share of the work, 
and made preprations as goon as a conflict was 
threatened, nnd before hostilities liad commenced. 
In 1814, when an actual call for men was expected, 

- allowances were granted. to tliem, and some soldiers 
from the town performed duty in tlie forts in 230s- 
ton harbor. 

In February, 1830, a portion of the inhabitants, 
desiring-a form of worsliip and belief different from 
that the11 prevailing, requested of tlie proper au- 
tlrority that "a warrant ma: be issued, ill due form 
of law, for flie purpose of fonni~ig a second relig- 
joas Congregatiolnl Society in stid toan." These 
e i t ioners  comprised a majority of tlie cliureli, but 
a m.inority of the congregation. They retained the 
forms of governmelit and belief of tile origi1~91 
Puritan church of 1685. They immediately or- 

- gamed, and daring the same jear erected a meet 

same spot that had always bee11 occupied.for tlut 
purpose. On December 26 public worship waa 
attended for the last time in the old church, and 
an interesting and instructive eermon was given 
the pastor, Rev. Amos Clnrke. On the 29th of 
the same month the new church was solemnly dedi- 
cated to the service of God. 

The meeting-house of the Second Parish war 
also completed during the year 1830, and d d -  
cated November 4. Its first pastor, Rev. Samuel 
Lee, was installed on the same day, and remaijted - 
in charge of the church and society until 1836, 
when he wns succeeded by Rev. Dar~iel ,T. Smith. 
The latter was obliged to retire, gfter a servia of 
about two years, on account of ill health. Rev. 
Edmulid Dowse, a native of Sherbom, was then 
invited to assume tlie pastoral cliarge, and he ha 
served from 1838 to tlie present time. But few 
instalices of so long a pastorate can be f o m d g  
our day, and onlj one in the entire history of thir 
town. Perhaps there is not one other that lus oc- 
curred in tlie birtliplace of tlie pastor. The twen- 
ty-fifth anni~emary of tlie settlement of Mr. Dowa 
was celebrated aitli appropriate ceremonies. On 
the nppmach of the fortieth autiiversory 1iis.mnny 
friends and parishioners desired to recognize. his 
long arid useful service, and at tlie same time to 
offer to their pastor a fitting memorial of their 
confidence and esteem. They therefore resolved to 
celebrate tlie eveid October 10, 1878. The aer- 
vices were held in tlie meeting-house, and wen 
deeply impressive and interesting. A large num- 
ber of clerical friends an(\ old parishionen were 
present, in addition to tlie residents in the town, 
and the celebration was entirely successful. 

In 1859 the churcli-building was found to be 
insufficient for the nccommodation of the p a ~ h ,  
and it was enl;lr@ and \vliolly remodelled so as to 
make subatnntially a new and commodious edifice 
of tasteful appearance. I t  was dedicated KO-- 
ber 20, of tlie same jear. Iu 1875, in accor- 
with a petition, the name of the Second Parish 
was fixed by tlie legislature, and i t  is now known 
as the Pilgrim Churcli niid Society of Sherbom 

Tlie Rev. Daniel Gookin has been mentioned u 
the first pastor of the origiul church. His 8- 



ask; wen the Bev. Daniel Baker, Rev. SamheI 
Poiter, Rev. Sn~uuel Locke, D. D., aftenvards 
president of Harvard College, Rev. Elijnli Brown, 
Rev+S. B. Townsend, Rev. Amos Clarke, Rev. 
, Richard : C. Stone, Rev. Theodore H. Dorr, b v .  
William Brown, Rev. A l f d  E. Mullett, and 
Rev. Eugene de Normalldie, the present pastor. 
Among these. were strong, able men, highly es- 
t e e d  in their day and generation. Rev. Samuel 
Poiter was interested in ngriculture and horticul- 

. tun,  and the well-known Porter ripple was discdv- 
' em\ on his Innd nnd was named for him, a wortliy 
'memorial of his love for frees and gardens. The 
stump of the origi~lal tree was stnuding not many 
years since on his farm in the en t re  of the 
town. 

' I n  the year 1847 a very large gathering of the 
Leland family was lield, descendants of Henry 
Iayland, one of the earliest settlers of Sherborn, 
and who now comprise a large proportion of its 
population. A mammoth tent was required to con- 
tahi all r h o  desired to attend. I t  mns a higlily in- 
tenitiqg occasion. A granite moiiument to their 
eomr$on ancestor, suitably inscribed, was dedicated 
to'his memory on tlie' same day by his grnteful 
descendhts. I t  stands at the north side of the 
Common. 

From the earliest times Sherbom lras set apart 
portions of land for use as cemeteries. In general 
these lots were bare and uninviti~ig spots, devoid 
of beauty or attmction, as was often the case in 

. h e w  England towns. Before the middle of the 
pment century tlie subject of a more modem 
rural cemetery mu seriously considered and finally 
urged by some of tlie inhabitants, prominei~t 
among r l ~ o m  was the lamented Dr. Oliver Everett, 
the beloved nnd respected physicinn of the town 
Irom 1825 until near the close of the year 1351. 
A location wna most judiciously choxn by him on 
Pine Hill, near tlie centre of the town, and still 
suf8'ciently secluded from public view. An nsso- 
ciation was formed, nnd the grounds were laid out 
with much taste by Captairi Jacob Pnt t ,  who had 
r deep interest in the work, niid Iud also selected 
the same spot iridependeiitly of Dr. Everett. O1i 

' May 19,1852, Pine Hill Ccmetery m s  co~~secrnled 
, with suitable exercises, an address being given by 

Rev. Edmund Dowse. Dr. Everett was one of tlie 
5nt to be buried in tlie cemetery 11e l~nd advo- 
cated. I t  l~ns alwys been a source of interest n~id 
satisfaction to tlie people. The reinai~is of some 
of the older ministers of the town have been 

kmoved them, and m a n u k t a  e& to them 
memory. 

In  ancient times, and even to a comprativelj 
reeelit dnte, the s tntd meetinp of the ir~hnbitants 
for the tiansaction of the business af the toau wen 
held in the public meeting-house wiiicli belonged 
to the town. The busi~~ess of both town and 
parish was perfdrrned in the snme meeting, and the 
town records contained also the record4 of the 
pnrisli until August, 1809. 

In the year 1836 tlie tonn purchased of t h e  pfo- 
prietors tlie academy buildiag, and the public t om-  
meetings were held iri it for several years. nib 
buildiiig had filially become old and worn, and a h  
of insufficient size, and it was evident that &tier 
accommodations most be provided. But before 
any definite action was taken the ptop65ition of 
t l ~  executors of Thomas Dowse, hemfter de- 
scribed, was received and accepted, and their consent 
obtained to invest tlie amount in a new tom-house 
which should contnin a suitnble room for tlie use 
of the'proposed high school. Thus was tlre town 
providentiallp aided in a liiglily importaut work, 
only a small additional sum beiug required to com- 
plete the building. I t  stn~ids on the oId site of the 
school-house, at the soutlressterly side of the Com- 
mon. It is a neat structure of sufficient capacity 
for the wants of tlie town for many yenrs, and con- 
tains a karge liall for meetiue nnd lectures, a good 
school-room, nnd a room for tlie public libmry, 
besides conveuient anterooms. It tdnd dedicated, 
with appropriate ceremonies, December 23, 1858. 

For many yenrs there had been a libnry in the 
tom,  o\vned by an association of individuals, and 
at a hter date nn agriculturnl libmry. After the 
passage of nu act by tlie legidntuk, allowing towm 
to establish libraries, the m e m b e ~  of these nsso- 
ciations expressed a ~vitlingness to pFeJent their 
collections to the town to form the nucleus of a 
public libmry. Tlie propition being favorably 
entertained, the associntioiis presented a petition to 
the tonn at a rcgular meeting lield Jinrch 5, 1860, 
for the estnblisliment of a public library, accom- 
pnied with tlle offer of tlie gift of both libraries 
(comprising 573 volumes), provided i t  would 
comply with the request and co~ifonn to the full 
provisions of tlie state law on the subject. Tte 
to rn  cordinlly gnnted the petition, nnd made an 
approl~riation for the eslnblishment of the library. 
I t  was opened for the use of the inhabitdnts in 
the follo\ving month of June. Annual graiits of 
money by the town b v e  secured the addition of 



new books, and great satisfaction has been derived 
by tbe citizens from this popular institution. April 
1, 1879, the whole nun~ber of volumes m s  2,500. 
'l'his small town deserves credit for its early adop 
tion of the bw for the establishment of town 
libraries, and it takes pride n~id plensure in this 
importaut aid ta educntio~~ 

Tlie year 1861 nmved, and 'tlie black clouds 
hunying across tlie nationnl sky portended a con- 
vulsion of no common charncter. Civil war was 
upon us witli nll its great labors and trials al~d 
sncrifices. Sherbori~ lind always done her duty in 
great emergencies; she did it now. As early ns 
May 1, 1861, at n town-meeting cnlled for the pur- 
pose, a committee was chosen to prepare ptriotic 
resolutions, whicli were unanimously adopted. Dr. 
Loring, in his bi-centennial address, thus eloquetitly 
discourses of the part bonie by the to~wn : " Eighty- 
two of your citizens were enrolled in tlie army. 
Lnrge su111s were expended in bounties to the 
soldiers, partly contributed by private liberality, 
and partly drawn from the treasury of the town. 
Your charities aere unbounded. Individunl and 
associated effort was unre~nitting in s~nootliing the 
rug,$ pathwny'of the soldier, i providing for those 
whom he llnd left behind, and in alleviating l~ is  toil 
on the field a11d liis sufferings in liospital and camp. 
From your fireside to.ererj bnttlc-field was stretched 
the silver cord of atfeetiou and solicitude, bring- 
ing close to your liearts every great eveiit of tile 
sublime period, aud biuding jour familiar and 
heusehold mmes to every far-off spot in our land, 
which the war clothed witli imjnortal renson; for 
your sons were on every field, your blood wns 
spilled in almost erery conflict. Tlie sncrifices 
which you made were great. Of tliose \vlio aeut 
forth, uineteen laid down their lives in their coul- 
try's service, defending .the flag on mruiy rr Iiard- 
fought field." 

When the first grnnt of h i d  was mndc to tlie 
inhabitants, a tnc t  of fifty acres was appropriated 
for the support of a free school for tire use of the 
Euglish and Indian cliildren. <' At first tile work 
of teacliing wa9 performed in tile several families 
or in some private liotise wilere the cliildreri of the 
settlement were assembled for that purpose." 1 As 
before mentioned, Edward \Vat was cl~ow~i scliool- 
master. " He nppears to have been a man of su- 
perior education, whom the people desired to retain 
in the settlement, aud 'to wl~om they oflered s p i a l  

1 Em. &hand Dowr ; Bi-Centcnninl ?krmon, October 18, 
1874 

inducements to remain." In 1727 a vote ru 
passed "to build a school-house 18 feet wide'& $30 
8. long, and to set it ou Neettingllouse common on 
tile Southensterly side of tlie Bleetingl~ous+" T h  
school hi& were sold during the next year to do- 
f r q  tile expense of this structure. And thin spot 
remained as the site of a building used eitlpr 
wholly or in part for school purposes for neatly 
oue hundred and fifty years. 

I n  addition to the common schools with irhich 
tile town has always been provided, there' ha 
usually been, for the last oue hundred yeah, a 
school of advanced grade for instruction in 'the 
higlier bnuiclies and in tlie classics, kept by kev. 
Dr. Locke, Rev.  Elijah Brown, Rev. Amos Clarke, 
and others. And at a still lnter period then were 
occasio~lal terms of private select school 'Many 
of tile citizens felt tile need of a more gernianent 
school of tl~is character, and efforts were made from 
time to time to establish it, but without sncceas. 
They therefore received wit11 great satisfaction and 
grntitude, in the year 1858, the proposition of the 
executors of tlie rill  of Thomas Dowse, to convey 
to the torn the sum of.S5,000 in t m t ,  for the 
support of a high school wl~ich should funish to 
the youth of tlie town the malls for study of the 
higlier English branches, and also those which am 
required in preparation for entering college. 

Tllomns Dowse ~ras a leather-dresser, and resided 
in Cambridgeport d u r i ~ ~ g  nearly the wliole of a long 
life. He IW a tllorough workman, and attentive 
to his business, but hacl also a taste for scbira 
and literature. He grduallp accumulated a bm 
librnry of valuable books, \rliicli were elegantly 
bound, ntid tl~us sntisfied 11is criticnl eye by their 
appearance. Iiis library was liis treasure, but hb 
books aere not kept for show. He n.as well ac- 
quainted wit11 tlieir contents, and p a d  most of 
his leisure tinie mong them. Altliougl~ not a ha- 
tive of Sl~erboru, he passed much time th.ere daring 
11is boyhood. His father also m i d d  ip the torn  

'for seven1 yeara. h portion of his estate wm 
\viselp left to llis executors in trust, to k bestowed 
according to their judgnent, for scientific a d  lit- 
enry purposes. I n  collsidentio~l of liis family 
conuectio~l with this  tow^, and also of tile fact that 
man! relatives bearing his name still resided bue, 
the executors, through Mr. George Livermore of 
Cambridge, one of their number, deemed i t  appro- 
priate that the t o m  sl~ould be the recipient of a lmr- 
tion of the mealis for usefulness aud improvepent 
c o u t ~ y h t e d  by the duuor. Hence this ~cceptPbb 
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bqud, which d l  dwaym remain as s niemoriai of 
the practical ber~evolence of Tl~omas Dowse. Tlm 
Dome Iustitute, in the city of Cambridge, is another 
d t  of the judicious and thoughtful action of the 
cacotdta' 
!Ib school was opened and its fint term com- 

mcllced March 14, 1859, and for fifteen yean fur-. 
nbhed the only mans of etluctltion in the liiglier 
studies enjo~ed by the inhnbitnnts of- the town. 
It w highly successful in its results, and afforded 
h n y a a m p l e s  of faithful teaching arid earnest 
rtady. Its last term as an independent school was 
held in the autumn of 1873. . 

h t  .SheAorn was destined to be still more 
highly tnvod.  I n  the year 1870 the executors 
d the will of the late Martha Sawin, of Natick, 
groa notice to the t o m  that Miss Sawin Id be- 
qrieathed a large snm of money for the purpose 
of foundiug laud supporting an aeademy for the 
indmction of its pouth in the advanced branches 
d learning. Tllis was .truly a mnniaceut gift, and 
ptb promise of providing all nkdful education. 
Memben!of the Sawin family were anciently in- 
habitants of Sherborn, and in later years, after their 
manod over tlre boder line into the bounds of the 
tomof Natick, they still attended ci~urcli nnd school 
in Sherbon~, and owned laad there. Their old and 
cherished associatiot~s ~vere therefore with Sherborn 
rather than Xatick. Miss hain also doubtless 
Gelt t h t  this town had greater need of assistance 
in this direction than tile tomi of Xatick, which 
WM already provided with an efEcient high schoyl. 
It became necessary to effect a compromise with 
the heirs, who contested the will. This was finnlly 
accomplished, and at. a town-meeting called for 
the purpose December 19, 1870, it was voted to 
accept tile bequest, and trustees were cliosen to 
take charge of the estate. l 

Five hundred dollars werc also given, by the 
fcnns of the wiU, to each of the religious mie- 
tb in Sherborn. 

The amount remaining for tlie support of an 
d m y  was now less tlia~i 540,000, itivested in 
real estate and other securities not immediately 
available. The trustees were therefore not able 
for some years to commence the actual work of 
pladng the academy in opention. An act of ii- 

corporation was obtained of the legislature April 
l2, 1871, in which autliority am vested in five 
trustees, o~ie to be chom in each year after the first 
yar, in tlie annual meeting of tlie tonu, frotn 
amang its inhabitants. These M e e s  were also 
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to be tmstas fkom th.t dab of the Do- d m d -  
f u d ,  but the two funds were to be kept dhthct, 
By tbe terms of Chis act a certain pmpcfioa of 
the f d  could be nsad for the erection of a build- 
ing. This whs commareed in 1873 and completed 
in 1874, a d  4s an oraament to the tom. It n 
54 X 60 feet iu.size, two &ria higb, with a h- 
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sad roof, and has at the eastern CO- an octagon 
tower ninety feet in height. The material & in 
its construction was brick, with granite triahaings. 
It contaiirs several commodious and dl-lighted 
school and recitation rooms, and the front d of 
the larger 'rciotn is appropriately adorned witb por- 
traits of Ifartha Sawin and Thomas Dowse. The 
exercises of dedication were held September 10, 
1874, and were very largely attended by the in- 
habitants of the town and by friends of education 
from other places. The first =ion of the school 
commenced immediately under the charge of Mr. 
Edward A. H. Allen, wbo has continued to be its 
principal to the present time. 

I n  the pear 1869, on the occasion of tbe grert 
Pence Jubilee in Boston, the Sherborn Mmial 
h i a t i o n ,  formed for the purpose, attended and 
participated i i  tlie grnnd celebntion. T t q  rr- 
perted this service at the mond Jubilee in 187% 
and linve continued their organization to this b y .  
The pleasing art of music has always beenadti-. 
vated i11 the tom. 

October 21, 1974, occurred one of mod no. 
table atid deeply interesting celebrationr that b r t ~  
ever engrossed the feelings of the frieadr of the 
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aon o€ Governor Wintlirop, with several otlim, by 
dt act of " tlie Get~ernl Court held in b s t o n  the 
$5234 day of tho 5* rnotlth, 1055." Its locntio~l is so 
frr from the centre of the nbove-named territory- 
the settleme~lt of which at  first proLpssed very 
douly,ori~ig to Iidiari del)redatioi~s and to thc small 
number of settlers -t bat it remni~~ed an uiibroken 
mienless for inare t l ~ u i  sisty'yenn after the grnnt 
of tho temtory of Gmton, aud until nll tlic settle- 
ments of the neigl~boring districts lind successfully 
commenced. During this period the Indian \oars 
d*Masbcl~usetts hnd been waged, carrier1 011, and 
amcluded, and enterprising settien were encour- 
aged to penetrate and occupy those hitherto wild 
Ian& wbicli were to be the future l~omes of them- 
selves and tlieir cliildren, witllout tlie protection of 
garrisoned-houses, and with no fear of surprise 
from the iiocturnal visits of the revengeful abo- 
rigines of the soil. 

The precise time of the first settlement hi Sliir- 
lay minot now be ascertained, but is supposed to 
have been about the year 1720. The farms first laid 
a t  and &Cupid were on the Squannacook River 
and along the northern boundary of the torii. Tlie 
secohd framed house was erected two miles from 
what is noir Sliirley Centre, at tlie eonier formed 
B j  a union of the roads leading from Shirley and 
h e n b u r g  to Groton. Tl~e  population had, how- 
m r ,  become sufficiently numerous, as dr ly  as 
1747, to realize the need of a distiuct municipal 
sgsnization, aud those wl~o most fully recognized 
this need united in forwarding a petition to tlie 
M n t  town, praying for an act of separation. * 

The petition ass grnciously received and rend 
''at the anniversary meeting in Qroton, and -the 
pmyer thereof @anted," with fen modifications, 
and recorded. But it ~ w s  not until six yean from 
the date of tlie petition above named tliat an 
rct of incorporntion was passed by the state legis- 
lature. . Tlris wss done at the January session of 
1753, 'when tlie territory became a district, nnd re- 
ceived the name of Sliirley i lioi~or of William 
Shirley, Esq., who was then governor of Massrr- 
ohtwetts. 
- By a subsequent act of tlie legislature in 1786 
.It districts tlurt had been incorpomted previous to 
tbc year 1777 were made towns. LI this chnnge 
Shirley ~vas incladed. 
' By a11 act of tlie stnte legislature of 1765 n strip 

of land on -the saath bound~ry of Sliirley, lying 
between Sl~irley a l~d  I,anc;lster, "being n terri- 
t o y  of about two hundred rods in bmndth, and 

I extending.ii1 lcngtli one mile from Lanenburg line 
1 to Nnsliun River, m a  annexed to Sliirley." This 
odditio~~al territory liar usually been denominated 
Stow Les, and tlic union is w h t  now constitutes 
the do~nai~i of tlie town. 

Tlie~populatio~l luu heen variable. In 1765 it 
amounted to 430 souls, and i.11~1870, when at its 
greatest, it counted 1,451. 

The l~ouse of Mr. John Whitney, when tlie first 
town-meetiag ans held, nnd where tlie people took 
tlieir fint step as a body politic, was a f t e m d s  
purcl~ased for a work-how,* and alms-house. Tlius 
tlie building, appropriated to tlie first pliblic busi- 
nejs of tlie town, \nu devoted permanently to n 
public service, and contil~ued ns long as the wants 
of tile to~vti demanded, rlieii it again became a 
private eshblishme~it. 

Sliirley is fnvbmbly located for tile henltll of its 
inhabitants. I t  is situated about fifteen miles frore 
tire southern bouiidnry of New Hampstlire, in full 
view of the lofty hilb tliat dnge aloug that p r t  of 
tlie Granite State; the refreshing breezes are an 
antidote to the f o p  and u~~healtliy exllalatio~~s tlmt 
arise from tllc loiv grounds and riven by wliicl the 
town is partially intersected and bounded. 

The soil lias an undulating surface, rising to con- 
siderable elevcltio~~s in some places aiid sinking into 
corresponding vnlleys ia other places, anci irr cl~ar;. 
ncter is variable. Tile Mulpus Brook, wl~icll passes 
tllrough rr northern valley of the town, is bordered 
by a low swamp that naturally yields a conrsegun- 
pnlatable gms,  of little value as fdder, and tvliich 
in time, if not guarded against, will give place to aa 
entirely worthless jyngle. When cultivated and 
drained, it become$ prolific of hay and oth'er produce. 

There are, bordered by the rivers, trads of inter- 
vale Innd, tlint are usually overrun by rater ia the 
spring and sometilnes i autumn. Time overflow- 
i n g  leave behind an annual tribute of sedimtiit by 
wliich tile soil is largely enriched. Tlie c r o p  are, 
however, exposed to unseaso~lable f m t s  a~id floods, 
by whicli they are occasionally injured and sometimes 
totally destroyed. 111 favorable years, under the 
hand of fnitliful cultivation, tliese lands, easily 
tilled, yield large linrvesb of grnss and grain, but 
are especially fitted to the growing of liops. 

The productions of Sliirley are much the same 
as are found in otlier towns of the m e  latitude, 
except, perhaps, that h o p  have been more a s p a  
cialty than in most other towns of the 
Tliis product has occosionnlly amounted to fifty 
tllousnnd pounds grown in one year. 



Until some yeam after Shirley became a munici- 
pality, there was but a re  corn-mill within the limits 
of the territory of Groton, aud that was 
situated on the extreme southern section, and is 
now within tlie bounds of Hanarcl, in a place 
kno- u tlie Old .Nil1 District. This mill was 
built in 1673. A short period subseque~rtly to its 
erection tlle town-of Harvarcl was made the scene 
of Indian depredations, but this edifice, so useful 
to the tomis in its vicinity, was passed over unmo- 
lested, and Ius been left for after genentions during 
a1 the years that lrpve followed, and mny render a 
senrice for years to come. 

During several years after its erectiou, so great 
was the press of business that the town was com- 
pelled to ennct a law bindins the proprietor of the 
mill to set apart the second and sixth days of each 
week, on which he could gri~id only for the Groton 
P P ~ -  

If the settlements in Shirley were commenced 
about tile year 1720, it must Irave been over thirty 
yean, while its farms were slo\vly being estnblished 
and receiving their proprietors, beforc the first 
corn-mill was erected. I t  stood upon the uorth 
bank of Cmtncoonmaug, was built soon after the 
incorporation of the town, aid o\vned by William 
Longley and &muel Hazai, two enterprising 
farmers, whose descendants have continued, for 
more than a century, to be among tlie most active 
and enterprising citizens of the town. They may 
well regard with pride their energetic ancestors as 
public benefactors. 

. Thia mill was an humble structure, had but one 
run of stones, and was witliout appn tus  for 
boltiag. But lrumble as was the underLqking, it 
was tl~ell a p a t  event for the town, and was hailed 
u the l~arbinger of better times. 
TQ the settlers h Sliirley the distance to the Old 

Mill was from tl~ree to seven miles. A hrge ma- 
jority were forced in winter to convey their grain 
to mill upon hand-sleds, and in sulntner upon 
whlbarrows. llnny a weary load was thus con- 
veyed in tl~ose days, \r.hilc many noother, still mom 
wearisome, was. borne on their stalwart Boulders. 
And sucli was the amouut of service required of 
one small mill, that two journeys instead of o~le 
were frequently demanded. 
As the t o m  advanced in popuhtio~i otlrer corn. 

mills, with their almost neeessarj adjunct, the saw- 
mill, were liberally supldied, auwering the waiits 
of the general public. 
The manutacture of .cotton goods waa com- 

menced in Shirley as early as 181 2, and has been 
continuecl, througlr nll the succeeding years, ns tb 
nrost extetisive and profitable enterprise of which 

' 

tlie t o m  can boast. I t  has availed itself of all the 
improved facilities that gwius lias invented for 
expediting tlie work, and with a favorable issue. 
True, it Ius lmd its periods of h, yet, ou the 
whole, it must be regarded as a remarkable s u e  
cess. 

Until the year 1832 tlie cotton-mills of Shirley 
were of an inferior grade, botlr in dimenaiolls and 
capcity, but at the above date a new etructplre 
was completed, whicli, including an addition sina 
made, is in length 150 and i i  breadth 36 feet, and 
three stories in lieiglit. Its fabrics are liglit b v , m  
sheetings, aud when nll the machinery is in uae it 
produces 22,500 yards per week. I t  is h o r n  u 
the Fredo~~ian Jlill, and is owned and o p t e d  by 
S. W. and J. E. Smith. 

Anotlier large edifice for the manlfactunt of 
cotton goods was completed in 1850. The strw- 
tore is of brick, tl~ree stories in height, exclusive 
of tile attw, ~~Ir ich  is filled with machinery, and i t  
dime~rsio~is are 140 x 50 feet. It was erected by 
the Shaker commusit~, but soon @ inta the 
possession of its prese~it owners, - e company f p m  
New Bedford, - and bears tlie name of the Pl~cmjr 
Mill. Its fabrics are brown and hleaclied. sheet- 
ings, and, under favorable circumstances, the mill 
will turn out 30,000 yards per reek. I 

Tlie other cotton manufactory now in being 
(1879) was erected by N. C. 3lanson ip 186q. 
Its length is 114 and its breadth 45 feet, amj, it 
is tl~ree stories high. Its fabrics are brown sheet- 
ings, of rhicli 7,500,000 jar& anuually are made. 

These m~lls - with t l ~ i r  predecessors of hum- 
bler dimensions, most of wlricli hive been destroyed 
by fire - yere, and are, all propelled by the vaten 
of the Cai~tacoonamaug, a s~nall stream that pasaa~ 
tlrrouglr t l~e  soutl~er~i valley of tile towu aud e m p  
ties into tlie R'aslrua. They llave created a village 
oil tile banks of this stream, the largest, most pop 
ulous, and most enterprising aitliiu tlie town. It 
is situated two miles south of the Centre, and &I 
tlie road lendu~g to Lancaster a~wl l\'orcester. I 

Tlie manufacture of.  ppe r  rta~ids next, in tilm 
a ~ ~ d  importance, to that of cotto~is. In the lnUer 
j a r s  of thc last ce~rt u r j  Jonas nnd Thomas P.yr 
ker, brothers, and natives of Sllirlcy, left home and 
resided one year in \\'althnni, M ~ c l ~ u ~ t t s ,  whem 
they acquired the art of paper-making. They n- 
tunled to Shirley, and, i conuection with Joaeph 
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Edgartan, Esq., built the firstf paper-mill. Like 
most of the manufacturing interests of the town, 
it ras located upon the C a ~ o o n a m u g .  
The announcetnent that paper-making was nbout 

to be added to the other enterprises of the town 
mated quite a sensation among its yeomanry, and 
all seemed to look with anxiety for a development 
of the plan. I t  m, however, an humble effort 
compared wit11 what lilu since been put forth in the 
mme direction. The mill had but one engine, and 
nd other drying process was then known but the 
slow one by sun and air. The enterprise, notwith- 
standing, was a great novelty in this vicinity. ' 
The next paper manufwry  ww built by Edgar- 

tan & &., on the Nashua River, near the borders 
of the town. It was a large builrlirg, two stories 
id bewt .  Henry P. Howe wm the superintendent 
of this millb and, being a skilful macl~inist, sought 
out different methods by which to remedy the tedi- 
ow proeess of air-dying. He hlally hit upon the 
@I, which was subsequently patented, known as 
&6 "fire dryer." This wonderful machine, after 
many trials, alterations, and improvements, was at 
length completed, and put in operntion with satis- 
factory results. I t  is hardly possible to dewribe 
tha'astonishment created by the discovery. That 
produced by the old processes would hardly be 
xtgarded as +orthy the meanest service to which 
p p e r  is devoted nt the present day. 

By the invention of Mr. Howe the pulp is re- 
ceived from the grinding engines at one md of the 
machine, and after passing through a complicated 
process comes out. at the other end hished pper, 
ready for immediate use. 
The reputation of the inventor -was n o r  s d -  

aiently established to warrant him to undertake the 
manufacture of pper-making machi~~ery, furnished 
with the '<fire dryer." He accordingly fitted up 
a machine-$hop, and carried on the business in 
town for three yean, when he removed to Worces- 
ter, Massnchusetts, where he soon after died. The 
"tire dryer," which promised so much in the 
oubet, has been e u p e d e d  by steam drying, 
which is the best method that ever has or pmbably 
ever will be invented. 

The Edgarton. manufactory, under different 
contractors, continued in operntion until Juue 15, 
' f 887, when it mns destroyed by fire, with all its 
contents, including se\*eml tons of paper ready for 
the market. John Jf. Shcmin, one of the opern- 
'tires, fell a victim to the conflagration. 
h 1843 another mill was erected ou the privi- 

lege, with a capaciQ for making one ton of manlb 
p p e r  per day. It contiuued about ten years, when 
i t  nas also destroyed by fire, and the ~m~ufac tu ly  
of woollen goods \ms established in its place. !he 
buildillgs that were prepared for this new enterprise 
were large and &my, but within one year from 
their erectiop they shred the fate of their prede- 
cessors. 

The manufacture of p p e r  has been continued, 
with varied success, from its commencement, 
through all the years that have f o l l o d ,  and is 
now (1879) in profitable operation, altliouglr. upon 
a much smaller scale t h n  formerly. I t  is confined 
to one mill, which turns out 'four tons of finished 
p p e r  per reek, wl~icli is mrule into paper bags. 
Them bags are lnade by machinery, at the qte  of 
130,000 per day. 

Farmers' tools-such as scythes, forks, and 
various other iron and ateel implements -have 
a t  difirent times been mrulufactured in Shirlq. 
Carriage-building has also I d  its seasons of success 
at different periods. For the twenty years that 
succeeded 1840 a large carriage-making establish- 
ment wns conducted by Harvey Woods and Broth- 
ers. They manufactured carriages frqm the 
cheapest t s  the most ornamet~tal kinds.. During 
some of these yeara they turned out six hundred 
railroadmrts, and in the time of the bfexicat\ War  
and during the War of tlie Rebellion many mili: 
tary baggage-wagons and ambulances were also 
manufactured here, aud the pmprieton enjoyed o 
well-earned reputation for their fidelity as business 
men. 

Leather, palm-leaf hats, baskets, hoopskirts, and 
various other products have had their place and 
day among the manufactures of the tom. 

The Shakers of Shirley have devoted themalves 
to different manufactures that the wants of the 
community have demuded, and their products 
llave ever sustained a salable reputation. They 
vary their employments according to the wants of 
the times. They llave made agricultural imple- 
ments, wooden ware, hair sieves, corn brooms, 
grass bonnets, husk mats, feather fans, and fancy 
articles of vnrious kinds. They also cure herbs, 
make apple-sauce, preserve catchup and pickles, 
distil roses cmd the different mints, and thus meet 
a want nowhere elm so well supplied. Their 
stanch I~onesty, i~~dustrious habits, and frugal 
living mny be seen and understood of all men. 
Their products enable them to live nbore pli>sic31 
want, and above any unrenwnable fmr of corning 



penhry. Thq are neither rich nor poor, but 
p u e  that medium course whicli makes them 
satisfied with themselves and the world, and leaves 
open to them a consistent faith in another and 
better atate. 

It kas been truly remarked that the descendants 
of the Pilgrims of tlie Plymouth Colony and those 
of the Puritans of tile M~sachusetts Colony de- 
preciated greatly from the high standard of their 
fathee in intellecttml culture, for at least three 
generations, where the best opportunities existed 
that the couiitry could supplf ; but more than this 
may be said of the settlements that mere scattered 
through the inland towns and plantations. In 
the& places very few school privileges could be 
afforded. Generatioils were born a~id p ~ s e d  away 
without access to institutioiis of public iiistruction. 
This was trne of tlie settlers of Sliirley. So remote 
w e n  they from tbe centre of Grotoii, and so small 
their owd ability to sustain a scliool of tlie simplest 
character, that from 1720 -the time when tlieir 
settlements were supposed to have commenced - 
until four years after their incorporation as a 
town, a period of thirty-seven years, no movement 
was hade in the direction of public instruction. 
Hence, geiierations were born and passed away 
without ever entering a scliool-room. And yet 
t b r e  were but few tl~nt were reared in those times 
who could not read, write, and cil)lier, which shows 
that home instruction was not ~rholly neglected. 
Indeed, i t  is kuowi that several individuals of 
' mpectable standing in town, \rim lield municipal 
offices, acquired tile rudime~its of learning after 
their eigl~tee~~th birtl~day, auld wit11 little other than 
: self-help ! In one instance an aged man told tile 
writer of tliis sketcli that he did not even know tlie 
first letter of tile alpliabet until after lie was mar- 
ried,.xhe~~, tl~rough tlie assistance of hie wife, he 
accluid a competent knowledge, for his day, to 
hold a respectable place in society. 

In May of 1757 tlle town voted " to have a 
school for three months, and 11ave it commence in 
August or September." Tl~is s~llool was con- 
ducted ia a11 apartment of a private d~velli~~g. 

Schools sere, from time to time, lield in different 
p r f s  of tlie town, down to tlte olw~iing of the War 
of the Revolution, wlicn, owing to the straitened 
condition of the town finances, tlie! were suspndeil 
anti1 the close of that struggle. Peace imparted 
new hope. to the peoplc, sird secured an increase of 
educational effort. The schools were then resumed, 
M, and enlarged as occasion required, giving 

every child an opportunity to participate in the 
benefits of public instruction. 

The first school-house was located in the centre 
of the tom, for the use of all the children in town. 
I t  was a humble edifice, about twenty feet square, 
covered outside. by- rough boards, with no inside 
ceiling. It was furnished with a cellar, to which 
access was gained through a trapdoor in the centre 
of tile room. I n  one comer of the apartment 
stood a huge fireplace, built of rough stones and 
surmounted by a chimney of the same materia&. 
The room was furuished with a few seats, made of 
rough planks, and with benches constructed af 
boards, over which a plane never passed. To 
facilitate the menns of supporting a school for 
a few weeks each year, it was customary to npt 
tlie building to some pedagogue or school-dame, u 
a tenement, in part pyment for his or her services. 

Dame Nutting - as she was reverentiy adled $t 
the time by people of every age - occupied this 
responsible station for many yean. Tlris f e p k  
official might have stood beside Falstaff h i p  
self witliout losing aught by tlie comparison. She 
kept herself funiislied with a stick, somesix feet 
in length, with which she reduced her urchim-to 
due subordination. Hand-bells bad not the11 been 
invented, aiid as a substitute the c&mc would step 
outside tlie door and ply her stick to the warather- 
beaten ceiling ; and woe to the offender who did not 
heed, for the recent notions iii regard to oorpornl 
punishment formed no part of the scliool code of 
those days. 

Tlie work of school-teaching was assumed by 
Dame R'utting at a late period of lier life. . I n  her 
younger days she broke the monotony of liowehold 
duties by a very difl'erent employment, -she made 
escursions to Boston, and procured youiig negroea, 
either by gift or purclmse, and s e c u d  homes for 
them, at a price, i Sliirley and vicinity. Sbe 
trnvelled on horsbacli, and conveyed her infant 
charges in pnnien. Andrew 3fitchell,,,who wm 
a soldier in the War of the Rcvolutioii,.a~d from 
~vliom descended rnnny families, was one of .  the 
prote'g6s of this afterward famous school-dame. 

Eventuallp tlie town \\YM divided into districts, 
-three in number, - and these, by subsqueilt 
chan.p, were enlarged to five, and then to seven, 
which promise to meet all present and corn* 
wants in this direction. The town has also a h y r  
made sucli pecuniary appropriations for educatiod 
purposes as to give it an averag standing with 
the otlwr towns and c i h  of tlie corn-wealth. 





A. D. 1776. Resolved and voted that the above 
draught of an nssociatjon is approved ofA nud that 
the same be entered in the District Book of rec- 
ords, and that the snme be signed by the seveml 
illhabitants of said district, and that the committee 
of correspondeuce see that the snme is done or in- 
form the district at their next tliztrict meeting of 
every person r h o  shall delay or refuse to siga the 
same, so that the district may take such further 
order thereon ns they may think proper." 

This hearty and mianimous response to tlie pro- 

voted ,every volunteer one hundred silver d o h n ,  
a d  i t  also voted to give £40 to each recruit a b  
would serve three months additional to his ap 
pointed time. 

At the next annual tom-meeting the town voted 
to raise 81,200 in silver, to be assessed ou,the in- 
habitants, to\vnrds paying tlie soldiers hired for 
three years, whose time I d  expired. 

Added to this heavy war expense in camp aria 
field, the town appoiuted a com~nittee to provide. 
for the wants of the families of tile absent soldiers, 

&dings of the First Continental Congress proved 
that the ptriotism of Shirley was nithout any mix- 
tare of t o y  nlloy. 

By such decision on the part of the yeomanry of 
the country a formal separntion from British rule 
was encopmgerl, and nerve was given to the daring 
of tlie council alicl to tlie valor of the battle-field. 

The liledges that \rere made by the people of 
Shirley were nobly redeemed. \\'lien tlie tidings 
of the hxington battle reaclled town, every man 
old enough to bear arms, except seven, volunteered 
his services and marched to Cambridge. The age 
and infirmities of tliese, or tile situation of their 
families, prevented tliem from joining their brethren. 
One of them, Mr. William Loogley, known to the 
people as Old I\'ill the Miller, tliougli bent d o n  
with age nod supporting himself \\ith two staves, 
said be would join the company, and wheu reminded 
of his i~lfirmity, replied, " I know that I cnnnot 
h d e  a musket, yet 3, will fight tile redcoats with 
my two canes," at the same moment bmdisllbg 
those formidable weapons aloft. 

The churcli common n s  crowded with the eager 
citizens. '\Yomen and children were there to en- 
connge their sons and brothers to be true to the 
principles of liberty, to supply tliem with the com- 
forts needed on their march to join the army before 
Boston, to invoke the blessing of Heaven upon the 
enterpie, and to bid them what migllt prove a 
last .farewell ! Tliese movelnents were unmist&- 
able tokeus of the patriotism of the actors. . 

Volunteers went, from time to time, as militia- 
men before tlie opaing of the memorable campign 
of 1777. Twenty-two men were then raised for the 
regulnr army, and the to1r.11 voted each mail t l~us 
raised $20 ndditional bounty. 

Subsequently the citizens of Shirley were re- 
q u i d  to supply other support in the semce of 
the  war, such as muskets, military coats, and camp 
stores, all of which were readily contributed. . 

In 1780 more men were wonted, and, the town 

in addition to the ordinary current expenses of tbp 
town. 

But when peace came, pnd the armies of f q ~ '  
oppression were withdra~vn, there was not that b 
mony of actioi~ established that is,required to build 
up and sustain a well-ordered republic. In &a- 
~achusetts iosurrectionary movemeuts commenced 
with petitions from popular assemblies to the state 
governme~~t for a redress of grievances, which were 
not duly r eeded .  l'he result was that armed ' 

I forces assembled in several counties, under different 
leaden, who cormnitted ncts of violence by s t o p  
ping courts of justice, arresting private citizens a d  
holding them in durance, an? in some instances by 
pillage and robbery. I 

Now, altliougll the people of Shirley had, with- ' 

out a solitary enceptiou, sustained the cause of 
American iiidependeuce, they were, with one or 
two exceptions, iu favor of some movement ' 
to ameliorate the existing condition of thi iqa 
And it may be tlmt a majority did not cliscoun- 
tenance a resort to forcible measures, should milder 
efforts fail.' I t  was the first purpose of the ipsur- 
gents to suppress tlie courts of sessions uutil some 
action sliould be taken to stay the flood 01 execu- 
tions wliicll wasted their property a ~ ~ d  made their 
homes desolate. Hence, n party f d m  Slurley 
joined mother party from Groton, under the com- 
mand of Job Sl~attuck, of the last-named place, who ' 

had served in the Frencli and Revolutionary w a ~ ,  ' 
and was otherwise qunlified to be conspicuous in 
such a muse. 

Connected ritli Mr. Sl~attuck in this command 
'_ were two brothers, residents of Shirley, - Syh.anus 

and R'atbnil Smitli, - botli of aliom llad been offi- 
cers ia the late \Irnr for Iadepen?ence. Tlie pnrty 
~narclled to Concord on tile lZtli of Sqte~nber, 
bivounclicd for t l~e  niglit, a~ ld  by preventing tile scs- 
sion of tile court on tlie following day accompllkld 
their object, and returned to tlleir Iromes. 

I n  Janunry, 1787, t b  army l~eadcjuarten of the 
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inmgentr being at Pelham, where the commander 
resided, invitations were extended to the disntfected 
m every part of the state to orgnnize, and repair 
thither, and act as circumstnnces sl~ould require. 
'IMa presented another oplmrtutiity for tlie d i d -  
fected patrfots of Shirley and.Groton to show tlieir 
sea1 for the rebel cause. Mattlies Clark, a resi- 
dent of Shirley, and a private in the campaign, I m  
thua described the movement; r e  follow his ac- 
count. + 

"A number of men were assembled from Shirley 

to Fitchburg, a d  &me breed to surrent l~~ 
arms, tnke the oath of .Uegiance, and wtc. 
discharge." 

The following actioDl from the tolm.rccortl 
show the attitude of the people at  this pc: 
period. A meeting of the t o n  calk1 1?\. . I -  

mit .  posted Jaunaq -29, 17117, contait~rtl 
articles : 1. '' To set what the tom ai l1  do . ' p r d  to seading prwisiou to those inen ui. 
gone, or about to go (aa they say); in deft-1 . 
tlieir rights and pririltges. Yd. To qx if tiir 

and Groton, in the centre of the firatnamed tom, I wi l l  take into consfdcntion the present distrikr 
a t  the public-l~ou& of Mr. James Dickerson, and f circumstrnces of oar pubtic afEPirs, and cc:. 
.ftu paying their devotions at the altar of Bacelius ' upon meaus for a settlement of those dismr'u, 
(pa brave, and proceeded to organize tliemselves I that are subsistiiq in t h i  commonwalth." . 
into a military company, to join the insurgent forces 
under Sluys, and assist him in his patriotic work. 
Aaron Bigelow, of Qroton, was elected captain; 
801omon Pratt, of Shirley, was promoted to a lieu- 
tenancy ; and Conielius Davis, a h  of Siirley, waa 
appointed ensigi. The company imdia t e ly  took 
ug a line of )-march for Pelham, which place they 
reached on the third day. They remained there 
a b u t  eight d a ~ s ,  when the rebel army was re- 

At the meeting that followed it was voted, . 
not to send provisions to the men gone fror, , 

town under arms. 2d, to choose s C O I ~ I I I ~  

agreeable to the second article." This conlr. 
reported in favor of sending a petition to tllc 

era1 Court praying that all "the disturba~~ec= 
sisting in this commonwealth may be set t ! 
which report 1~as accepted, and the petit1011 
By this action of tbe taw11 we find that a ~n,l 

moved to Petersham. I of the people were oppoaed to the use of 10. 
"During this period the company from Shirley measures, though it cannot be denied that :I 

formed a part of the detachment that was wi t  to ' all of them were in favor of some imrnedi'ltt. I Springfield to $uppress a court in that plnce. After I salutary reforms in the affairs of government. . 
r slight skirmish the detnclilnent wns driven back 
by government troops. As General Lincohl, r h o  
cdmmanded these troops, pushed forward towards 
the rebel camp in Petersham, Sliays, with his prin- 
cipal oficers, fled to other states, aud eventually 
took refuge in Canada. Captain Bigelsw and 

The War of 1812 with Great Britaia 311 : 
Mexican War have left no data wortliy of r.. - 
aiid the incidents usual to most of the Ke~r 
land towns were experienced in Shirley ill :r 

to the ?Var of tlie Rebellion. The. nens o:' 
capture of Fort Sumter, which came to 

Lieuteuant Pratt were also among the missing; but I Apnl 15, 1861, aroused the entire coinll! : 
Ensign Davis, true to the obligatious he llnd as- from their apathy, nnd caused the duue~t  t ,  I d, never left his command, but made an 
orderly retreat back to Shirley with his eutire 
company. At Fitclibnrg, through which town 
they passed, a body of governinent troops were 
stationed to intercept, and if possible capture tlieln ; 
but so well disciplined and firm was the rebel corps, 
W i t  waa allowed an unmolested course. As tliese 
aoldiers m a d d  tlirougli the villages lying on their 
my, they presented as great external appearance 
of <the pomp of war' as their means would allow, 
by nnfnrli~~g their bnnner and marclill~g in closed 
mks to the sound of music. 

" When the company arrived at the border of 
Shirley it ms disbanded, and each man retunied 
to his home. Subsequei~tly every individual that 
volanteered in this campaign was arrested, camed 

lieve that the rebels were in earnest in thew I. 
erent declarations. Prom that time unt~l  tilt 

closed the interest and zeal of our peopl~ 
unabated. Town-meetings were of f req~~c~l t  
rence, largo sums of the public fuuds \\ere . , a  

priated for the benefit of the army, and tlie - 
of private charity was constantly accunmlat I I  I 

the encouragement and comfort of the Fedr.1.1 
diem. 

The whole number m u s t p d  into thc 
from Shirley was oue hundred and thirtj-& -1 

Of this number twenty-one were killed, d. 
camp or hospital, or at  home of disease engc: 
by the hardships of army life. 

The town has been largely peopled b!- p 
of rural occupations and run1 habits. 'I'o t., 



mi bas b&n their life bnsinm. The average 
y e d j  death-rate during the one hundred and six- 
teen yean of the tom's existence has been 1%) per 
year. There have been, at different periods, eight 
physicians who have lived and practised their pro- 
fessions in tom. Of tllose who made Shirley the 
p k e  of their life-work was Dr. hugustus G. Parker. 
He was born in Haward, February 13, 1796. 
% father waa a physicia~t, and he was the youngest 
c h i  of a numerous family. He early imbibed a 
W e  for the profession of his father, and while 
a youth began to acquaint himself with the mdi- 
ments of the healing rnt. It is undoubtedly true 
tbrt his future successwas, in large degree, owing 
to that singleness of purpose wjth whicl~ he de- 
toted himself to the duties of his calling. While 
he was yet a minor his father removed with his 
h i l y  into the state of Vermont, where he passed 
the rest of his life. . 

Here the subject of this notice commenced the 
d i v e  duties of his profession in company with his 
father. He was thus ushered into bnsi~iess, like 
many other practitio~lers of his time, ,without a 
public education, and aitl~out those other privic 
1- that are now almost universally regarded as a 
necessary passport to the confidence of the corn- 
mosity. 

Dr. Parker remved to Harvard, his native tom,  
and e n t e d  into partnership with Dr. Stone of that 
place. In  one pear he removed to Shirley, where 
he passed the remainder of his lifc, having a very 
large and lucrative practice. I n  1827 he received 
a diploma from the hfassachnsetts Medical Society. 
He died June 18, 1843, in the forty-eighth year of 
bin age. 

The early aettlers of most of the New England 
towns were of Puritan descent,.and possessed one 
form of Christian faith, one order of churcli pol- 
ity, -hence tlie ecclesiastical history of one corn- 
mmity may be fairly taken es a history of all. 
It consisted generally of accounts of special fasts, 
the calling, ordaining, and buqitig of ministers, - 
for i t  ma rnrelp true that one was dismissed, or 
I.eliquisl~ed his position while he lired, - the dis- 
ciplining of members, and the building of meeting- 
houses. 

For several yeais after the tomi mas incor- 
poratcd the people continued to worship with their 
friends in Groton, and it was not until after many 
md hard struggles with poverty that the? were 
enabled to set up an altar to God nearer home. 
In 1764 the fimt meeting-house was erected. 

m i e n  fimt occupied it only rough-ceiled on 
tlie outside, and whollg without pews or seats, 
either on the ground-floor or i n ,  the galleries. 
Still, it was an essential point of attnctio~l for d 
trne lovers of the sanctuary. It protected them 
from tlie rough winter blasts, a ~ i d  from the scorch- 
ing suns of summer, and supplied the hardy settlerr 
witli a place of worship. 

With various improvemalts, this house remnined 
tlie only place of public worship for twenty years, 
when it was converted into a barn, which is now 
in use. In 1773 tbe second meetiiig-liouse waa 
erected, and the framework aud outside covering 
of this second temple are now parts of the meeting- 
house of the First Cougregational Society, which 
is now and ever has been in co~istant occupancy. 
The building has undergoue alterations on thm 
ditferent occasions, a~id  is at present one of the 
most convenient, ornamental, and substantial 
church strdctures that can be found in any of our 
rural districts. 

It was some eight years after the meeting-house 
had been prepared for use before a ministry had 
been established, the pulpit, meantime, being s u p  
plied by transient preachers aud regular candidates, 
011 the ,25th of February, 1763, Mr. Phitlehaa 
Wl~itney received n uuanimous iuvitation to settle, 
on the following terms : First, he was to receive . 
£133 6 8, 8d. ap a settlement, one half to be paid 
in three mouths, and the rest within, the year. 
Second, he was to receive E53 131. 4d. as a saL 
ary, to be raised to g 6 0  when the town should 
have seveuty-five families, and to t 66 131. 4 8  
when there were eiglity-five families. Third, he 
was annually to receive twenty corcls of wood, to 
be cut and brouglit to his door. These prelimi- 
naries being adjusted, hlr. Whihiey was o rdab~d  
June 23, 1763. 

The ministry of Nr. Whitnev, which lasted for 
more than half a century, was oue of general peace 
and prosperity. He had the cotifide~lce of hrs 
people, and between him and them a good degree 
of har~nony was maintained. He ms also favor- 
ably considered abroad, was frequently invited to 
sit in ccclesinstical councils, to assist in the settle- 
ment of clergynen, and \ras noted for his decision 
and firmness. In the ty ing  period of the A d -  
can Revolution, when the people of the t o m  found 
themselves unable to pay his full salary, he bore 
the deprivation with calm resignation, and even 
contributed of his private resources, towardr the 
expenses of the war, what would have bren nn 
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eqaibbb b x  oa his m y ,  ha that property 
been b l l Y  taxable. 

along tlw western dl, .nd rrs. emtad by tighr 
of staim located within. the auditorium of tbe h 

Mr. Wtiitaey was a classmate and particalar I t  wan covered by a hiproof and frunidrcd with a 
friend of 'Rev. Z;lMiel ,ldams, of Lunenburg, and : numerous army of windows, not pdc&ed by bljadr 
p d  the fuueral senkn at the burinl of thnt i The cheap a d  iuartistic properties a d  pmportia, 
distinguished divine. In llis doctrinal viers Mr. i of this religious temple marked tbe a r t  4 fm 
Wbitniy -nted to many of the tenets tlmt were I gality of the time. 
imporw in the BIayfloacr, yet maintained a be- In 1846 this uncouth structnn was thoroughly 
coming liirality tom& fellow~ristians of other I remoclelled, and mnde to pm& the gmcefnl pm. 
names. He seemed rooted atid grounded in the 
nobb principles of Arrninian Congregationalism, 

portions of modern architecture. k 1869 it ra 
removed, and converted into a pbl ic  hl l ,  

md believed that on these principles the church new md splendid church ecl ih  mias .act u p  in ib 
militant could be most secnml? established. I phce. 1tr style of architecture is -the + 

Mr. Whitney was born in Weston, Jlassachu- 
&, April 23, 1740, graduated at Harvanl College 
in 1759, and died in 1819, after having entered 
the my-seventh year of his ministry. For several 
of the later years of his life he was *deprived, by 
pralysis, of ability to perform his pulpit labon, 
ind had the 'kistana of a colleague from 1815 
anti1 within a few months of his death. From 
i8.19 until 1854 the society n s  without a settled 
minister, when the present incumbent, h. Seth 

'Cbutdler, ms chosen for the wort  
The first importaut secession from the old Con- 

'grega&onal Church was made by Universalists in 
181% On the alst  of Septemkr of that year a 
rcligiow organization was effected, of these se- 
aden, who called themselves the First Universal 
Christian Society in 8hidey. This movement was 
qot mom the result of sectarian than of local in- 
fluences. 
, The south village, through its mnnufacturing 

ihtemts, had begun to assume an importance that 
hid claim to some special identity, and the location 
of a chnrch in its midst would secure that identity. 
'Most of those, too, who from religious ~notivev 
were engaged in the movement, lived in the vicin- 
ity; and that village - two miles from the cen- 
tm of the t o m  - was cllosen to locate the new, 
a d  what 'was considered in all tlie region around 
&range form of Christian belief. 

Tke first meetiug-house was erected in 1816. 
It was a humble structure, neither neat, tasteful, 
nor convenient. Its high box-pews a ~ d  angulnc 
aisles were in striking cor~trast with the orna- 
mented mouldings and fretted cornices that had 
distinguished those portions of church architecture, 
even in Puritan temyles, that had survived to that 
period. I t  had but one door of eutnace, wliich 

' opened into n narrow porch, aud thence tc the 
body of the church. A singers' gallery exteoded 

Gothic, adapted to wooden structnrrs. Ths length I . of the buildiug, i~duding & a n d  .nd-wsq, b 
one hundred and ten feet. The d t h  ia E o r t m  
feet. Including the porch and to-, .th 4 t h  b 
sixty-six feet. The height of the spim a am h:= 
dred feet, and it is sufficiently chpcioat at tbe bck 
to admit carriages. The e n h  ex- cb tbc 
church was 325,000. The society has farnbbed 
itself with the various organid mam of 
juvenile instruction, and d n l t  mental &n, tbrt 
have become the order of the day, and is &signed 
to exert a healthful moral influence t h r o e u t  tbe 
village and vicinitv. 

The second ecclesiastical secession au a =pa- 
tion of the Trinitarians from .the Pint ad, r 
majority of that chulleh being of the U n i h  brith. 

Tlie new orgauization \nu e&cted 12, 
1828, and was named th6 Orthodox 
tional Church in Shirley. 

A small brick meeting-house rras el.ectd in the 
centre of the tom, which remained the pirce of 
worship for tlie new society until 1860, when, by 
a majority vote, the society removed the lodon  
of its Sabbath senices from tbe c e n k l  to the 
south village of the. town, where a new m-- 
house was erected, more capacious than the 
which has ever remained the place of & 
assembling. 

The Orthodox Society had been in tristuKx fp- 
two yenrs, when its first minister, &. dope 
Bmm, of Fitchbug, received a call to tbe putw 
ship. He was ordained June 22, luo, d re- 
mained in the connection for nearly fourteen yews, 
when he was dismissed, hy his o m  quest, oad re 
moved to Xaperville, Illinois, when he for a time 
had the charge of a parish. Theua mod to 
Bockford, where he still Lives, but st& 
ministry. 

Wide Mr. Brown held his p&onhip ia Sh* 



he conferred the rite of baptism upon fortyrnine 
persons, and received eighty-eight into church com- 
muiuon. He was very active and faithful in the dis- 
charge of his parochial duties, and had frequent calls 
from other towns to sit in ecclesiastical councils, 
and nlierever he was knonii he secured the confi- 
dence and respect of liis fellow-citizens. His sep- 
aration fram his parish and liis removal from the 
neighborhood were very genernlly regretted, and 
many of his friends could linrdly be reconciled to a 
policy t h t  dissolved a connection which had been 
so long and so prosperously snstaii~ecl. The sub- 
sequent history of this society has been one of 
fnquentclange. . 

A smssion was m d e  from tlie Ortliodox Society 
in 1853, of a few of its members of Baptist pro- 
clivities, who formed a .  churcli, erected a chapel, 
and hnve sustained their identity as a distinct peo- 
ple, without a settled ministry. 

The only remairii~ig ecclesiastical revolution wor- 
thy of notice in this plnce occurred in 1781 - 8?2, 
and its sii~gularity will impart a peculiar interest 
to the readiadilig coinmu~iity. At the date named, 
Aun Lee, the famous prophetess and pmal~er of 
Shakerism, linving immigrated to this country witli 
several of her followers, and Iuviag established 
themselves a home in the wilderness near Albany, 
in the .date of New York, made a missionary tour 
through parts of Connecticut ai~d Blassacl~usetts, 
and at length found a family in Harvard, in tlie 
last-named state, where she a~ld  her doctrines were 
kindly received, and where she abode, di,slmsiiig 
the. word for a long season. She taught that 
Christ must appear twice, in a id  tlirougli one per- 
son of each sex, in order tliat his system. of faith 
might be perfect and effectual in tlie work of human 
salvation. Slic mid tlnt lie had appeared tlie first 
time through Jesus of Nazareth, tlie son of n car- 
penter, and that his second coming wns through 
herself, tlie bugliter of a blacksmith, and by receiv- 
ing her faith - the distiiiguisliing article of rliich 

- am celibacy -Christians ~vould have a perfect 
scl~elne of snlvation, ~vould be like tlie angels in 
heaven, and tliat when it should be fully cnrried 
out it would introduce a universal spiritual exist- 
ence, urllere iaeii could no Inore b lorn or die. 

While " Jlotl~er Anu," as. she wns reverently 
called by her disciyles, remained ui Hamrd,  many 
persons from tlie neigliboriog towus went to see 
her and hear her speak, some with R desire to h d  
a purer faith, aiid otliers out of curiosity. . 

A portion of her hearers became believers in her 

mission ; among whom were two farmen r h o  lived 
in the extreme southern part of Sliirky. They w m  
brotliers, Elijali and Ivory Wilds. These we.m 
joined by two otlier families, living in L a n d e r ,  
whose estates joiiied those of the mnhs. Their 
names were Jolin Warner and Nathan Willard. 
Tlie farms of these four individuals were united in - 
a joint-stock proprietnry, a id  i t  forms the temtory 
now owned and occupied by tlie Sliirley Shakers. 
Tlie two dwellings wliere the Wilds lived are yet 
(1879) standing, time-worn and weather-beaten, 
amid the more imposing structures wliich tbe 
lnrger temporal means of these humble believers 
have enabled them to rear around. They contain 
tlie rooms, unaltered, in rliicli the holy. " Mother 
Ann " discoursed to lier spiritual children, wh& 
ller elders knelt in prnyer, aiid ~dlere they led in the 
sacred songs, tlie devout march, and the solemn 
dallce. 

These meetings for worship were of frequent g 
currelice during the early periods of their history, 
and were often attended by strangers from a dis- 
tame. Women liave been known to come to them 
on foot a jouniey of twenty and more miles, alld 
retuni on the eveliing of tlie same day. On one 
occasion two women walked from bZason, New 
IIampsliire, twenty miles, on a rainy Sunday, and 
were even obliged to stop and wring the water from 
their stockings, then proceeding on tlieir journey 
unharmed by the elements, being protected by their 
faith. 

Those wl~o have witnessed the mild and gracefpl 
movements of tlie modern Shaker wonhip cannot 
fully understniid tlie zeal with wliicl~ the early 
believers labored in the same vocation. Their 
dances and marchings were nccompa~iied with vio- 
lent twitcliings aud stampings, with sliakings and 
wliirlings, and oftentimes individuals clropped in 
n swoon, in wliich they would lie for hours, and 
even for days. 

Though the Shakers of Shirley had few, if any, 
legal persecutions, they iiave not wliolly .exaped 
tlie viole~lce of mobocmc~, especially in tlie early 
stages of tlieir esisteace. The most notable insta~~ce 
of mob lxrsec~~tion occurred at the l~ouse of Elijah 
IVilds on the evening of J U I I ~  1, 1873, olid.011 the 
rnorni~~g of tlie day follon-ing. From a written 
testimony of mid I\'ilds tlie foliowing account.lur 
been mainly derived. An11 Lee and her elders- 
James Whithker and William Lee -had come 
over from Harvard to l~old a religious meeting 
witli their friends in Shirley, " i consequence of . 
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&fother9a testimony against all sin and every kind 
of impurity of flesh and spirit, and the great con- 
viction it p e r  testimony] produced among the 
people in this vicinity, a tumultuous mob was 
raised, mostly from the town $of Hanvard, and con- 
sisting altogether of the enemies of the cr~ss. 
Tbe malicious crew came to my house on Sabbath 
avening, about eight o'clock, and surrounded the 
h o w .  Some of t4e leaden of the mob were or 
had been captains in the militia, and still bore that 
title. They were followed by a large number of 
men, for the evident purpose of abusing Mother 
a d  the Elders." 

The little assembly of worshippefi, thus invested 
by a furious mob, knew not how to protect them- 
selves. They had no disposition to use the means 
of physical defence,if they had them. Supfing the 
malice of the invader would be aimed chiefly at their 
female leader, they hurried her into a small, +rk 
closet, that led from a chamber, and concealed the 
door of the closet by plncing before it a high chest 
of dpwers. Their next plan was to convey intelli- 
gence to the municipal authorities, and claim pm- 
tedion. But this could not be easily effected, as 
.the house was completely surrounded by the mob, 
and none wen allowed to pass out. At length a 
roman who lived in the neighborhood, and who 
had a nursing infant at home, asked permission to 
depart and attend to her little one. Her request 
was granted, and she lost no time in reporting to 
the proper officers the perilous condition of her 
friends at the house of Elijnh Wilds. 

The written narrative proceeds : "When day- 
light appeared, the leaders of the mob called for 
Mother and the Elders to come out to them. With 

.this demand they did not see fit to comply, but 
gave them liberty to come into the house, and they 
m e  in accordingly. Mother and the Elders re- 
quested us to prepare some breakfast for them, 
which was done, and the mob leaders sat down and 
ate. 3 I o t l ~ r  then advised me to feed the residue 
of the mob who were in the dooryard. Accord- 
ingly, I carried out bread and cheese, of wliich they 
,eat freely. After this the elders went into tlie 
dooryard, and Elder James whittaker] addressed 
them, and said, 'Why have ye come here to 
abusq or hurt us ? What have we done? Have 
we injured your persons or your property ? If we 
have, mnke w sensible of it, and we will make 
you restitution.' 

"These words so'enrnged the mob with enmity, 
that they seized the speaker by one arm, and the 

1 brethren seized him by the other, d held him till 
he cried out, ' Lord have mercy I you will pull me 
in pieces.' At this cry the hands of the mob were 
loosed from him." 

The police, arriving at this moment, ordered the 
mob to disperse. This brought ,the int,mden to a 
stand, and after some parley the leaden in the riot 
proposed that if the two elders- James IVhit- 
taker and William Lee - would return with them 
to Hnrvard, to the house of Jeremiah JVillard, one 
of their brethren, they would not injure them or 
their friends. Though tlie elders had no confi- 
dence in the professions or promises of their per- 
secutors, they Eonsented to their proposal, hoping 
thereby to draw them away from the house of Blr. 
Wilds, when on opportunity would be presented of 
relieving the " Blother " from her closet confine- 
ment. Accordingly, with a number of the brethren, 
they proceeded to Harvard, followed by the mob 
that had molcsted them through the night. 

On arriving at Harvard the rioters violated their 
engagement with tlie elders tlrnt they would not ia- 
jure them, and, dragging them out into a convenient 
place for their purpose, first tied James Whittaker 
to the limb of a tree, where they scourged him 
with a whip until he felt that the skin was almost 
flaye'd from his back. This flagellation he received 
with calm submission, and blessed God that he was 
accounted worthy to suffer in the cause of hishlaster. 
They next brought out William Lee, who told 
them he would not be tied, but kneeling, bade 
them lay o? their stripes, which he would receive 
like a good soldier of the Cross. Just, however, 
before the lash fell, a sister broke through the gang 
of desperadoes, and throwing herself under tlie 
uplifted whip, begged that she might receive the 
blows instead of her beloved elder. The pene- 
cutor turned his whip, and, by design or accident, 
struck this sister a blow upon the temple wliich 
opened a wound that bathed her face in blood. At 
this the riotQs became alarmed, and, having released 
the elders, left their disgraceful work but half 
finished. 

Wilds says, in his testimony, that at evenin{ 
" the Elders returned and were gladly received by 
Nother, and the brethren and the sisters at our 
house. ' Have they abused you, James ? ' speak- 
ing to Elder Whittaker. ' I will show you, 
Mother,' said he; and kneeling down before her, 
he stripped up his shirt, and showed his wounded 
back covered with blood, which had run down to 
his feet. In washing his back it was found to be 



beaten black and blue from his shoulders to his 
waistbands, arid in many places bruised to a jelly, 
as though he had been beaten with a club. 'I 
have been abused,' mid Be, ' but uot for any m n g  
that I have done them; it is for your sake; I feel 
not- against them for what they have done to 
me, for they were ignorant and knew not what 
they did, nor what manner of spirit they were of.' 
Mother and the 'Elders, wit11 all the brethren and 
sisters, kneeled down and prayed to God to forgive 
their blood-thirsty persecutors. Elder James cried 

heartily, and said, 'Father, forgive them, for they 
know uot what they do ! ' After praying for thm,  
Blother aud the Elders were filled with joy and 
thankfulness that they were couhted worthy to 
suffer persecution for Christ's sake." 

Prom this time the Shirley Shakers have never 
suffered pl~~sical  persecution, and no other could 
reach the moral equilibrium of their lives, and they 
have been permitted peaceably to use the gifts of 
this world while seekiug for another, where per* 
cution calluot reach them. 

BY E. C.: BOOTH, M. D. 
< .  

mnnicipal history of only 
thirtjn-seven years, but its 
terntory has a recod, con- 
nected wit11 that of Charles- 
town, extending back two 
centuries and a half. The 

Boston. It is four miles 
long, varies in width from 

feet, and has an area of 
twentg-seven hundred acres. 

I t  is bounded as follows : On the north by 114- 
ford and the Mystic River, on the east by Bostoa, 
' on the south by Cambridge, and on the west by 
Cambridge and hrlil~gton. It  as set apart from 
Ckrlestorn in 1842, a l~d  k a m e  a city in 1872. 

The surface is uneven, and rises into-no less than 
eight considerable elevations, of which Prospect, 
Winter, Spriag, and Cel~tml hills, and 1lount Hene- 
dict are the principal. Vie soil is various, and in 
many places escellrnt for cultivatioa. Good sand for 
buildillg purposes is abundant, and a vein of clay, 
suitable for brickmaking, underlies much of tlie sur- 
lice. The only stratified rock to be found ill Somer- 
ville is slate. The intrusive rocks, cropping out in 
numerous ledges, in whicb occur an unusual variety 
of minerals, are entirely diabase. The formatioh 
is prticularly rich in dikes. 

Most of the citizens aie engaged iu bnsin~ss in 
Boston, but there are several 'manufactories, and a 
few farms remain. 

Ample facilities are afforded for transit to and 
from the metropolis, five lines of steam and thret 
of horse nilaags traversing tlie city, so that scarcely 
an estate is situated more than fifteen minutes dis- 
tant from the business p r t  of Boston. . Seventeen 
churches and eighteen large and modem school- 
houses stand within its limits. A public library 
is in successful operntion, and two newspapers am 
published weekly. The city is nbundantly.suppiied 
with water from jljstic Lake. 

At the founding of Charlestown in 1628, and 
for the first ten gears, the area of the peninsula 
generally sufficed for the w e t s  of the settlem; 
but when, in 1637, land became so scarce within 
the neck that new-comers were rarely p t e d  more 
than a citizenship, purcliases were made of .the In- 
dians, and settlements began to extend upon the 
mainland. The. territory north and east of tL 
Charles River \\.as then otrned by the Pawtucket 
Indians; m d  by payment of thirty-six shillings in 
1637, m d  twenty-one coats, nineteen fathoms'of 
wampum, ant1 tl~ree buellels of corn, two yean 
later to Squa Sachem and 7Gebr i t ,  rulers of the 
tribe, the htter were well satisfied to relinquish to 
the t o m  of Charlestown all the territory that is now 
Somenille. A few settlers had established them- 
selves on the maiuland from the earliest period! 

The Ten Hills Farm reads r place of the paat. 
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dtending along the right"bnnl; of the Mystic 
Biver, from Charlestown to the town of Medford, 
U3d formkrly owned by one person, it lias now been 
imprpyd .by the location of a Public Park a'nd 
numerous avenues and streets, upon which have 
b a n  erected many beautiful midences conducive 
tq, e wealth and beauty of that portiou of tbe city. k 1691 Governor Wi~~tl imp was gmntd  six 
hnndred acres on the Mystic River, to which, from 
the ten elevations upon it, he gave the name of 
The Ten Hills Farm. Here Ire had built a house, 
at some time previous, which was supposed by Sav- 
age to have been tlie governor's couutry residence. 
The minsion-house, recently demolished, is pre- 
amed to have marked the site of this earlier building. 

At this farm Winthrop built the Blessing of 
tbs Bay, s bark of thirty tons, the first vessel con- 

'atructed in hlassachusetts Bay. I t  was probably 
bunched July 4, 1631, at the wharf the remains 
of which ncre visible until recently just southeast 
of the Middlesex Avenue Bridge. 

I n  1677 the farm passed out of the possession 
of the Wintlirop fnmily, and was iv the hands of 
various owners, until it was bought, in 1740, by 
Robert Temple, I ~ O  resided here at the outbreak 
of the bvolution. I t  was then less tlmn half of its 
original ares. I n  1801, and for thirteen years, i t  
was owned by Elins Hasket Derby, who stocked 
it with improved breeds of sheep. In 1891 it was 
bought by a part? of wealthy gentlemen in the 
neighborhood of Boston, and styled "The Ten 
HiUa hock Farm." By them i t  was leased to 
Colonel h u e 1  Jaques, under rrhose care the farm 
became one of the objects of interkst in the vicinity. 

Colonel Jaques ~ r a s  born September 12, 1776. 
He das a man of strong and origiual mind, and 
active in the affiiirs of the day. He ~vas chief 
m k h a l a t  the layill3 of the comer-stone of Bunker 
Hill lIonument, June 17, 1825, and acceptably 
W the responsible position of Inspector General 
of Hops for the State of llassachusetts. In his 
manners and surroundings Colonel Jaques re- 
sembled the Englisli county gentlemin. He was 
an enthusiastic huntsman, and frequently the sub- 
urban residents of Boston were awakened from 
their slumbers by the sound of his bugle and tlie 
ciy of his fox-hounds. Webster, CLqy, and other 
noted men aere in correspondence with him, and 
were ocwional visitors at the farm. His diary, fully 
recording the local events of the day, wvas continued 
for a period of forty or Uty years, to the time of 
his death, blarch 27, 11159. 

Mr. John Woolwich, "Indian trader," lived a 
mile and a half without the neck, on the Cambridge' 
Road, nenr Stmwberry Hill, as early as 1630. H e  
was a representntire to the General Court in 1634. 
John Libby and TVilliam Ayre were also early 
aettlen in the same neighborhood. 

The early inhabitants of Somerville were mostly 
farmers, and many of them large producers of milk. ' 
A few were enpged in alemifk fishery at the proper 
seasons. Brickmaking was a branch of indust* - 
opened aRer the Revolution, and has been s i n e  con- 
tinued. At the time of the Revolution the popu- 
lation of the Somerville territory could not have 
been more than two hundred and fifty. The houses 
numbered a few more t h n  thirty, and were prim 
cipally on the Cambridge, Winter Hill, and Miik 
Iton roads. 

The land between these highways waa divided' 
into large farms, and held in com$ratively few 
hauds. Winter, Prospect, Spring, Centml, and 
Walnut hills mere pasture-lands, with an occasional 
growth upon them, mostly of red &. The now 
populous East Somerville was a farming tract. 
North of the Winter Hill road the fields stretched 
out to the marshes adjacent to the Mystic Biver, 
in an expanse unbroken except by the farm at  Ten 
Hills. blouut Benedict was under cultivation, and 
was termed "Ploughed Hill." I t  was said to 
have been so named because it had beeri custom- 
ary to plough i t  in a circle around the hill, turn- 
ing tbe furrows always down tlie slope. Willis' 
Creek (the Miller's River of later times) took its 
rise at the base of Spring Hill, and flowed with 
pure and pellucid stream through the meadows to 
the Charles River. 

The tide encroached upon the district now known 
a3 " Brick Bottom," and passed up to a clump of 
aillows, whose stumps yet remain half-way be- 
tween SomErviUe Avenue and Vrashington Street. 
East of Prospect Street, within our limits, was 
largely manli. On its nest side wm high land 
covered with wood. South of the Fitchburg Rail- 
road, in the vicinity of Bfedford Street, was an er- 
tensive grove of stately oaks. 

The main highways - to Cambridge, and over 
Winter Hill to Medford atid to Arlington-are 
known to linve been hid out as early as 1637, and 
the first is spoken of as a '' path " four years 
earlier. The mad from Union Square to Medford 
was also hid out at an early period. I t  began by 
folloaing the course of Bow Street, from Onion 
Square, and bore the name of Milk B o w  h m  the 
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fact that nearly all the residents of the road were 
milkmen. A lane ran from the head of Prospect 
Street over Bullard's bridge, which spanned the 
cwek, and going through a birch-pasture came out 
a t  Inman's Farm. From BullardJs bridge there 
was an open way to the gate of the path which led 
to the Lechmere Farm. In 1637 the land between 
these principal 1iigl;llwajs - called tlie common - 
was divided into rights of psturnge, or the corn- 
mon yas stinted," as it was termed. Iu  1685 
this tract was lotted out and confirmed to propri- 
etors,.and eight range-nays were laid out, connect- 
ing the Cambridge a~ id  hlilli Row roads with the 
m n t e r  Hill and Arlington roads. These correspond 
to Fianklin, Shawmut and Cross, Walnut, School, 
Central, Lowell, and Cedar streets, and Willow 
Avenue. All are believed to have been two rods 
wide originally, but the one corresponding to Shaw- 
mut and Cross streets was in later years one rod 
wider, and was called Three Pole Lane. Middle, 
Cross, or still later Barberry, Lane ran from Cross 
Street, nearly opposite the head of Tufts, in a line 
with the upper part of Cliester, into what is now 
Highland Avenue. At School Street it turned 
nartherly ten rods, and then continued westerly, 
and tminated in Central Street. 

The houses standing in Somerville at the time 
of the Bevolutiou cau be approximately placed as 
follows : Begin~ling on Broadway at the Charles- 
town line was the Lockc place, with its low liouse 
still standing on the nortli side of, and a little back 
from, the road, Opposite was a buildi~ig on the 
site of the residence of the late Mr. Fitch Cutter. 
I t  now stands on the corner of Sycamore and 
Foster streets. There was another llouse on tlie 
southwest corner of Cross Street. The next in 
order was ou the northeast conier of Temple 
Street, formerly the eutrauce to Ten Hills Fnnn. 
On tile summit of the hill just northwest of the 
residence of Mr. Jonatllan Brown stood Joseph 
Tufts' house, \rhich has been removed to Lowell 
Street. Daniel Tufts lived in a house \vliicli is a 
part of the stately mansion on tlie north side of 
Broadway, opposite the powder-magnziue. 

There was n dwelling upon the powder-llouse 
farm. The gcnerous oltl nlansion of hlr. Oliver 
Tufty was bought, and occupied during the war by 
John Tufts, father of the present owner. 

David TTood's couutry-house was in Three Pole 
Lane, near the uortl~east corner of Pearl Street. 
Hither lie brougl~t his family after tlie battle of 
Bullker Hill. On tlw Cambridge road from t l~e  

I 

Charlestown line nothing except a brook bmLe the 
monotony of the open fields, till the b o w  of, 
Joseph Miller was reaclied, on tlie easterly coiner 
of Franklin Street. I t  is still standing, and in 
good preservation. I t  is believed there wah a 
dwelling opposite the asylum gate. An old cellar, 
whose superstructure was unknown to any now . 
living, exktecl as early as tile year 1800, opposite the 
southerly end of Slla~vmut Gtreet. me next m a  a 
small dwelling on the estate at the westerly corned 
of Boston Street. Mrs. Debby Shed lived above 
and opposite, in a house ~vhicli, with a subsequent 

. addition, is still standing, some fifty yards east of 
Mystic Street. As the road turns toward tht west, ' 
opposite the " Yellow Block " stood the small 
gambrel-roofed house of Samuel Shed, which 'ts 
now the second story of Mr. William Walker's 
residence. On the southeasterly corner of Prospect - 
Street was a house, and in the vicinity of Bonnsr 
Place lived Mr. Samuel Shed, Jr. Pythian Block 
occupies the site of Belljamin Piper's tavern. No 
other dwelling existed on the Cambridge road, 
except a house at the entrance of Webster Avtllue 
and another on the site of the small dwelling jart ' 

west of tlie abutment. 
Milk Row was somewhat moh thickly suttled. 

After leaving tlie Union Square of to-day we 
sliould fiwt have coine to Samuel Clioate's, on the 
west side of Bow Street, a few yards south of War- 
nut; the liouse, though removed from its former 
site, is still standiug. In the scarred and bleached 
old building just under the eastern wall of the 
Methodist Church lived Mary Frost, a widow. 
Jonathan Ireland lived on the nortliwest corner of 
School Street, in n house which lias been moved to 
the rear of tlie Fmnklin School building. h u e 1  
Tufts occupied the d d  homestead still standing 
on the west side of the road near Lnurel Stred. 
The widow &lid lived on tlie northwest comer of, 
Ckntml Street, in a dwelling which has long since 
passed away. Samuel Kent resided in the low 
hip-roofed house get in good repsir at the corner 
of Garden Court. There was another dn*elling ou 
the opposite side, near the present greenhouse. 
The twin-brothers Hunueaell dwelt beyond, a t  the 
turn of tlie road, on tlle east side betweeu Cmigie 
and Lowell streets, in n very old house, demolished 
some fifteen years ago. After tliis there was 
dwelling till we arrived at Timotly Tufts*, near 
IVillow Avenue. A llu~~dred years have passed 
away, and this llouse is still standing unchanged, 
and still occupied by a Mr. Timotliy Tufts. 
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Although no battle waa fought within the limits 
of Somerville, almost every considerable i p t  of 
k temtory is associated with tlie opening scenes 
of the Revolution. Ten Hills Farm, the old Pow- 
der-~ollse, Ililler's River district, Milk Bow, the 
road' to Chnrlesto\n~, Prospect, Central, and \Tin- 
tei hills, Jlount Betiedict, and tlie eminence on 
which the Asylum s h d s ,  sudcessively call up a 
vivid series of events, from di~e of the first acts 
indicative of the hostile policy of Great Britain, to 
the time of the evacuation of Boston,- a series 
almost identical with the history of the war in this 
part of the country. The first of these events, the 
h r s i o n  to Quarry Hill, will be described under 
another bead. 
. I n  their march to, and retreat from Concord, 

April -19, 1775, the British passed through the 
territory of Somerville. Landing on the marshes, 
U'JI struck the path leading from the house 
on Phips' tann to BallardJs bridge, the only house 
then upon the p in t ,  and located on the site of 
howm now on the northern side of Spring Street, 
between Tliird ai~d Fourth streets, East Cambridge, 
and at  about two o'clock waded FVillis' Creek, 
emerged from the marshes at Bullard's bridge, and 
entered the Cambridge and Milk Row roads. Tm- 
dition informs us that several residents of Milk 
Bow were awakened by their onward passage. 
They were heard to cnll l'ilxr's Tavern by nnme as 
they passed. I t  is also said that Samuel Tufts \rns 
running bullets r i th his liegro in a small hut back 
of the house, and did ~iot  liear them; but the Widow 
Band, who did, atid was alarmed by seeing them 
march by, ran in her night-clothes to his house, 
when, instahtly saddling liis horse, he galloped 
m s s  his farm to Cnmbridge to spread the news. 

The Hunneaell brothers .were denf, and could 
not hear them, but Jln. Tufts h s  aroused, and 
an from the bed the gun-barrels glistening in the 
liglit of tlie riseu moon. She awakened l ~ e r  hus- 
band, and they beheld the soldiers Iult, hasteu up 
the yard, and, after driilki~ig from the well under tlie 
window, resume their marcli. 

I t  wns about six o'clock in the afternoon wlien 
the reheating expeditioil re-entered Somerville, 
dmost upon tlie run. Here a body of Americans 
opened a murderous fire upon them from rr grove 
of trees. A halt wns msule at  Timotliy Tufts', arid 
a cannon planted on the higll ground behind the 
house. Leaving a few dead, wlio now lie buried in 
Mr. Tufts' lot, they soon resumed their march, r i th 
r rear -prd ,  it is shted, to protect their retreat, 

and a detachment in advance, which pillaged the 
Ilouses as far as the rapidity of tlieir mrcli would 
allow. The itilinbitnnts had left their dwellings at  
the sound of tlie distant firing, and taken refuge 
u p n  the hills. " I t  lmd been n wonder of a winter, 
so modlernte and unfreeziag," niid tlie day was un- 
usunlly warm, so tllnt the thickly clotlied British 
soldiers well~~igll sa~& wit11 esliaustio~t. Some 
threw themselves illto the old pond at tlie foot of 
Laurel Street, nnd drauk like dogs. Several dead 
and \rounded were left in tlie l~ouse mentioned as 
being nkar the corner of Prospect Street. Lord 
Percy received his hottest fire alo~ig the base of 
Prospect Hill, and the field-pieces were again un- 
limbered. A British soldier, while rahsacking a 
chest of clrawers in the senior Samuel Shes housit, 
aas shot in t l ~  act, and fell over tlie open drawer.' 
The jaded troops liad now nearly reached the end 
of their disastrous espedition ; but there was yet 
to oppose them, and deliberately lay his l8e upon 
his cowltry's altar, Somewille's only martyr in the 
Bevolution. Some ten rods in front of the resi- 
dence of Mrs. Gilson, on Prospect *ill, on the 
grassy slope that 1ool;s toward tlie soutlr, is a spot 
hallowed by inspiring and widying memories. 
James Jliller, \rho had kuown tlie century from 
its first decade, took his gun a~ id  rent forth to do 
his might against his country's oppressors. With 
a compauion he statioued hiinself behind a stone 
wall; and they used tlie old Queen's ~ r ' m  with such 
e5ect upon the passing soldiery that a platoon was 
detnclied to drive then1 bock. As they advanced 
up the liillside, his comrade said, '< Come, Miller, 
we 've got to go." But IIiller, with a fortitude 
worthy of the best days of Sprta, replied, cc I am 
too old to run," a d  kept liis face toward the 
enemy until, almost at tlie setting of the sun, he 
fell, pierced by tl~irtee~i balls, - a fitting andglori- 
ous &a1 to set up011 a ripeued life and an immortal ' 
day ' 

During the siege of Boston, Somewille bore as 
prominent a part as any of her ueighbors. Nearly 
all her hills were fortified, and alive with men 
Greene and other generals had their headquarters 
at Samuel Tufts' house. Geuenl Lee, for a time, 
lived at Oliver Tufts'. Nothing more than guards 
were posted within tlie Somerville limits before 
June 17, and those mere on Prospect and Winter 
hills. On the evening of tlie battle of Bunker 

1 Thia interesting relic, with the markr of the blood and b&(r 
still ttpn it, is pmrved at the how of Yri. Tub,  iu Mdfofd 
Stmt.  
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Hill, having p s d  over the Cambridge Boad be: 
tween nine and ten o'clock on the previous night, 
the Americans retrented to these heights, and soon 
aftemanls began tlie erection of cr line of defences 
in and about them, wliicli finally made the former 
almost impregnable, and the latter even more 
strongly protected. Tlie forces occupying tlie Iiills 
of Somerville constituted the left wing of tlie army 
besieging Boston. The first of the line of fortifi- 
cations were eartliworks in the vicinity of Everett 
Street. Patterson was at that time at the fort in- 
dicated as No. 3. There were other defences on tlie 
opposite side of the Cambridge Road connected 
with the citadel on Prospect Hill. This hill, 
"Nount Pisgall," as it was sometimes stsled, 
embraced two eminences, the eastern being \rhat 
is nor  called Prospect Hill, the western being tlie 
present Central Hill. Botll were fortified, -the 
forqoer with a strong citadel, and the latter with 
a redoubt near the present High-School building. 
The two heights were connected by a ampart and 
fosse. Greene's command of tliree or four thousand 
Rllode Ishnd troops was stationed at these de- 
fen-. Here Putnam, July 18, 1775, raised the 
flag bearing on one side " An Appeal to Heaven," 
and on the other, tliree vines aud the motto, '' Qui 
transtulit sustinet," now up11 tlre Co~l~~ecticut state 
seal. Tlre new union Bag of the colonies, with its 
thirteen stripes, was first flung to the breeze from 
this height, Jailuarj 1, 1776. There were works 
in the valley betweea Central and Wipter Ilills, but 
all traces of them have long since disappeared. 
The principal defence on the latter eminence m s  
in the form of an irregular pentagon, situated just 
at the junction of tlie IIedfod and Arlirr$ou roads. 
I t  was provided with bastions alid a deep fosse, 
and was further protected with earthworks a hun- 
dred yanls to the front. 

A breastwork, nearly on the line of C~ntral 
S w t ,  joined the maill work at the northwest an- 
gle. TIie intrencl~uests 011 V'inter IIill, begun by 
Stark on tlie 18th of June were more estensive than 
those of any otlier poeitio~i of tlie Amcrim~i army. 
Sullivau was statioried licrc tritli liis Sew Ha~np- 
sliire troops. A smaller work was placed beyond 
the mi11 fort, a short distance dolv~i tlie nort l~erl~ 
slope of the hill; and another, on n rocky e~ni~ieiice 
nortliwest of the bend of Temple Street, in a posi- 
tion to commi~d tlie Ifjstic River as it narrows 
and bencls toward tlie west of Plouglied EIi11, was 
octul~iecl on the niglit of August 2G. Tlie fort on 
Cobble Hill, where the M c h i  Asylum stands, was 

so perfectly built as to be known as " Pu@unJa . 
impregiable fortress." I t  n.as armed aia' eigh- 
teen and twenty-four pounders, ancl command4 the 
ferry between Cliarlestosn aud Boston. It par 
not occupied till November 22. History records 
very little damage done to tlre fortifications by the . 
enen~y's cannon. 01ie thirteen-i~lcli shell burst 
witliiri the citadel on Prospect Hill, but without 
damage to life or property. Tlie worb  oil 
Plougl~ed Hill received the hottest fire, three, 
hundred bombs having been throw11 into them 
previous to Christmas. 

up011 tlie historical remains of the siege of Bp- 
ton and of earlier scenes time and tlie n-itits 
of man haye worked their usual irreverent chaup; 
a few dwellings, tlie old Po~vder-House, and iso- 
lated pieces of intrenchment between Walnut and 
Pleasant streets and Vinal and Higlihnd avenues, 
being nearly all that now remain, and Prospect Hill 
has given to Miller's River, for sanitary requixe- 
meutq a part of her historic crest. 

After the evacuation of Boston, March 17,1776, 
and tlie removal of the seat of war to New York, 
the residents of the temtory of Somerville, ex- 
empted from draft as a11 indemnification for the 
losses they had sustained, enjoyed a season of quiet 
undisturbed by tlie distracting scenes of war. 
From November 7, 1777, for nearly a year, the 
greater part of Butgoyne's army were quartered rr 
prisoners of war on Winter, Prospect, a id  Cobble 
Iiills. Germans to tlie ilumber of nineteeneen- hun- 
dred occupied tlie first-named Iieigl~t, and twenty- 
three liuiidred British sere held oti Prospect Hill. 

Froin the Revolutiorlnry era till the time of its 
i~icorporation as a torn, the present city of Somer- 
ville was merely a farming suburb of Charlestown. 
For the first twenty-five years no changes oc- 
curred, except a slight gro~rth in population. 'I'b 
next quarter of a century was marked by greater 
advances. 

Tlie JIiddlesex Canal, chartered in 1793, and 
made navigable from tlie Charles River to the 
Merrimnck in 1803, pursued its S~I~UOUS course 
through $omervillc. First making its appearance 
aiid crossing the extreme nortlieni limits of the 
town, it reaplmred r l~e re  tlie J I~s t ic  River, after 
flowing south, bends towanls the east. Followilig 
tlie course of tlie river and the Xledfod tur~~pike for 
a short distance, it crossed the Tcn IIills Farm, and 
skirting tile base of Nou~it Bei~eclict to avoid the 
marshes, it pnssed uiider tlie turnpike and entered 
Char1esttlm.11 Xeck, cutting nearly in blvcs the littlc 
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drip of land belonging to Somerville east of the Bos- 
ton and Maine and Eastern railroads. Tlie tally-ho 
of the morning boat aroused few passengers from 
Somerville, neither did the boats bring to or cnrry 
away from the tow11 much merchandise, uor was 
&a population perceptibly increased by tliis new 
pethaay of travel. With the op~i ing  of steam 
milroads the prosperity of tlie caunl gradually de- 
clined until its d i s c o ~ ~ t i ~ ~ u a ~ ~ c i  in 1543. b t  pres- 
ent few traces of it remain nitliin the city limits, a 
short section of grass-grown bed just east of its 
intersection with Alystic ~lreiiue and near the old 
toll-house being nearly all that now exists. 

I n  1804 the Nedford Tunipike, now known as 
Mystic Avenue, was opened. Uedfod Street was 
oonstrucbl about the year 1812, after the comple- 
tion of Craigie's Bridge. 

, In 1820 thcre were4hree school-houses within the 
limits of Somemille, - the Milk Row school-house, 
built in the lnst cehtury in the southern comer of the 
lot con.wrated as a cemetery in tlie early years of 
the century, the Jrledford Street school-house, at the 
junction of Medfod, Shtwmut, and Cross streets, 
and one in the Walnut Hill district. 

For many years in the early p r t  of the'century 
Captain Joseph lfiller, r h o  carried ou a black- 
smith's shop at the eastern corner of Washington 
Street and Asylum Avenue, was the only assessor 
in this part of Charlestown. He would take the 
property returns and statements of sales from tlie 
farmers, as they came to liim with work, - for he 
numbed  nearly the wbole district as his patrons,- 
and tben-would take a dny to drive in his chaise 
to the upper limits of the town to finish the work 
of assessment. 

During tlie seventeen years preceding 1842 be- 
ginniuga were made nliich were the sources of 
much of the growth of the future city. Tlie com- 
mencement of this era rrrs marked by the opeidng 
of Milk Street, now Somerville .Iveaue, from the 
nest end of Bow Street, - first to >ledford Street, 
and a few years later to East Cambridge, - for 
the better accommodation of travel over Craigie's 
Bridge through Somerville. 

In  1850 the Boston and Lowell Railroad Com- 
pany procured a charter, and sliortly aftern-ads be- 
gan surveying the land and l a~ ing  the trnck for 
their road. Tliis innovation upon the established 
methods of travel encountered much opposition from 
the inhabitants of Somerville. Nany were incred- 
ulous of its utility, and others thought it would de- 
stroy tk brickerrying trade. The workmen break- 

ing gkund were first opposed with arms, bat the 
road was finally successfully laid, u ~ d  cars began to 
run June 25, 1835. The Charlestown Branch 
Railroad Compny rr few years later constructed a 
road to TValtllom, which was subsequently bought 
by the Fitchburg Railroad Compny. 

T l~e  citizens now began to an-nken to a sense of 
tbe importance of tl~is appendage of Charlestorn. 
They felt that their territory wns neglected by the 
town governmeiit, aud their wishes disregeed;  
that they were tnxed for supporting ,institutions, 
and making improvements in the benefits of wGch 
they did not participate, and that they (lid not re- 
e v e  returns at all commensurate with the amount 
of money they contributed. 111 1838 an attempt was 
made to ~ b t a i n  sepmtion from the mother town. 
A petition was sent to the legislature prnying for 
an act of incoyorntiol~ for a new town, to be called 
Warren, aud counsel was retained. The petitioners 
were given leave to withdraw, however, and although 
tlle subject was kept fresli in the minds of the peo- 
ple, no further attempt was made to secure a sepa- 
rate existe~ice for tliirteen years. Q e  grievances 
previously coinplained of had not been abated at 
the end of tliis period, and the town was under 
indictment by tlie p y d  jury for the dangerous 
condition of Broadsay, lledford Street, and Milk 
Bow ; when, one day iu November, 1841, Colonel 
Asa Pritcharcl, who lived on TVnslungton Street, 
between bledford and Boston streets, stepped into 
the freiglit-office ' of tlie Lowell Railroad, where 
biessn. Charles E. Gilman and Hiram Hackett 
were employed, and declared lie would pay no 
more taxes into the Cliarlestown treasury. His 
house was in the fields, and unsalable merely be- 
cause it was in Charlestonn outside of the neck. 
I t  ~ m s  proposed, in pleasantry, to make a new town, 
~vliere affairs could be managed more in accordance 
with tlie wishes of the residents. Tlie proposition 
was received in earnestness. Notices were im- 
mediately prepnred, and posted in conspicuous 
~ h c e s  in the district, cnlli~lg n meeting, Novem- 
ber L2, at the Prospect Hill School-llouoe, to ascer- 
tain the minds of the residei~ts in r e e d  to the 
establishment of a new town with the division line 
at the neck. Captnia Joseph Miller was elected 
chairman, and Edwin Mu~~roe, Jr., secretary of the 
meeting; and a committee, consisting of Mmn. 
Francis Bowman, Asa Pritchard, Edward Cutter, 
Robert G. Tenney, Benjamin Hadley, and John S. 
Edgerly, was appointed to notify the citizens more 
generally, and to obtain their vieus more de6nitely 



concerning the matter at issue. Subsequently 
Caleb W. Leland and Joseph Clark were added 
to the committee. The meeting was adjourned 
for one week, wheh a committee was appointed: 
namely, Francis Bowman, John S. Edgerly, Clark 
Bennett, and James Hill, Jr., with tlie later addi- 
tion of Oliver Tufts and S. S. Runey, '(to examine 
the aflairs of the tom, and to ascertain the amount 
of taxes paid by the inhabitants above tlie Canal 
Bridge, and also the amount expenaed in that por- 
tion of the tomi." December 3, the committee 
repoked that the expeiiws of the town of Charles- 
town for tl;e year 1840 were $50,000; that of the 
$34,093.76 raised by taxation, 85,687.78 were 
gatlickl in the disaffected region ; that a large sum 
was expe~lded for the poor, nearly all of whom 
dwell within the peninsula; and the affairs of a 
sepmte tow11 miglit be at least as well maintained 
for tlie sum of $5,500. This report was accepted, 
ahd R committee, consisting of Charles E. Gilman, 
Iiiram Allen, Edwin brunroe, Jr., Caleb TV. Le- 
land, John C. Magoun, Oliver Tufts, Henry Gad-  
ner, Charles bliller, Samuel Thompson, and Robert 
G. Tainey, was clioseti to distribute copies of the 
report, obtain signatures, and use all honorable 
means to effect a division of the town through the 
legislature, then in session, employing counsel if 
necessnry. This committee organized by clioice of 
C. E. Gilman, chairman, and Ednin lIunroe, Jr., 
secretary. At an adjourned meeting of the com- 
mittee it was reported that Ephraim Biittrick had 
been retained as couhsel. I t  was voted to call tlie 
new town Walfod, in honor of tlie first white set- 
tler of Cliarlestown. But at an adjourned meeting, 
December 13, it was voted, on motion of Charles 
Miller, to change tlie uamc to Somerville, -a 
name selected solell on account of its rarity in the 
United States. A petition was signed by Guy C. 
Hawkins and others, praying for a separation from 
the torn of Charlestovn at the neck, and for tlie 
incorporation of a new municiplit~. The petition 
was opposed by the citizens of the main ~mrt  of tlie 
town, by the inhabitants just outsidc the neck, by 
those in the ektreme upper part of the dissatisfied 
'district, and in ge~lcral by the Democrats, who saw, 
in the success of the movement, the birth of n new 
Whig tom. 

A committee was appointed by Clurlestom to 
give assistance to the petitioners, but they proved 
themselves traitors to the cause which the! had 
been elected tu further, and gave no assistance. 
When the matter came before the legislature, to- 

ward the close of the session, it was found that tbe 
act could not be secured with the boundaries u 
they were designated in the petition. The Rev. 

' James D. Green, member from Cambridge, a mo- 
ment before the vote was to be put, declared ndhing 
coul(1 be effected at the present session m11w the 
line was drawn outside the r~eck, as it now exisb, 
and a narrow strip in tlie hortherly part of the 
town extending nearly to Mystic Pond wras ceded 
to Cnmbridge. Ollly two of the committee of tbe 
petitioners were present; but Mr. Hawkins d e c l a d  
he would assume the responsibility of the conces- 
sions, a~id  the act thus modified pas-4 tlie legisb- 
ture and was approved by the goven~or, Mamh 
3, 1842. March 5, Epllmim Buttrick issued a 
warrant to Cliarles E. Gilman, commanding him to 
notify and warn all qualified voten in the new 
town to meet in the Prospect Hill School-how, 
hlarch 14, to elect such officers as.the law pro- 
vided. A preliminary meeting, of wl~ich Colum- 
bus Tyler was moderator and Nathan Tufts, Jr., 
secretary, was held four days previously, and 8 

board of t o m  officers nominated. At the meeting 
on the 14t11, Fmncis Bowman was chosen modera- 
tor, and the following officers, nomimted at the 
prelimitiary meeting, were duly elected : Selectmen, 
Katl~an Tufts, John S. EdgerlyJ Caleb W. Ie- 
land, Luther llitcliell, and Levi Russell. The lest- 
named gentleman hnring declined to serve, Francis 
Bow~nan was elected in his stead. Nathan Tufb 
was chosen chairman, Charles E. Gilman wre 
elected tom-clerk, and Edmund Tufts, treasurer 
and collector. 

This was for Somerville a dny of small things. 
Slie began her career as a sparselyppulated farm- 
ing district, with less than two hundred dwellings 
~ c a t t e d  over her whole territory. Slie numbend 
but a thousand and thirteen iiillobitants, with 8 

school populntion of two liundred and ninety-tbree, 
distributed in six schools,-the Prospect Hill gram- 
mar and primary, tlie Milk Row primary, on the 
site of tlie cemeter~, the upper Winter Hill primary, 
in Crntnl Street, tlie lower Winter IIill primary, 
in Uroailway, near Fn~ikl in Street, nnil the Russell 
District School, kept in a private honse in the 
Vnlnut Hill neighbodlood. .4 single dilapidated 
globe and two blackboards, three feet square, com- 
prised the elitire a p p n t u ~  of her ~liools.  . 

Land seldom cl~angctl hands, nnd had never been 
of sufficient \value to be calculated by the foot. 
The highrr;l!*s were merely country roads, with 
grassy borders and in poor repir. hla~iy of the 
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old rnngk-wajs, prlviodly dewribad, hind been 
enclosed by private p r t i b .  Higliland hvenue was 
still a cart-pntli, lined with barberry-bushes and 
s u m u ~ d e d  by open lnnds. I t  ~ v n s  impsmble at 
right. Fnnklin Street could only be. traversed on 
foot. Enst Somemlle was in the Ads. Spring 
Hill, which took its. name in 1841 from the fine 
spring upon its summit, wns just receiving its first 
streets. There m r e  not n half-dozen liouses in 
West Somerville between the junction of Elm and 
Milklstteets and the Powder-House ; and the 
ldcation which is now digiificd by tlie name of 
Union Square was at that time merely a " coun- 
try crosb-road." There was no cluster of dwell- 
ings anywhere of sufficient inilmrtance to be 
designated a village. The total vnlmtiou of the 
town was 5988,513, and she could boast of no 
rich men, scarcely any one paying n tax of a hun- 

. dred dollan. 
Tlie t o m  Iud no public hn11 other than tlie little 

school-llouse on lfedford Street. There was no 
churcI1, place of worship, or organized society, uo 
stores, no minister, lawyer, or physician within her 
limits. Protection from f i m  was afforded by one 
ma l l  tub-engin& 

Under these unpromising auspices Somerville 
begm her municipal existence. The fint meeting, 
after tlie organization, was held April 4, 1812, and 
the following appropriatio~ls were made : Support 
of schools, $1,800 ; highways, $ 2,000 ; county 
tax, $450 ; poor, $200 ; contingeucies, $300 ; 
total approprintion, $4,750. 

The town was allowed one representative at tlie 
General Court, and Caleb W. Leland was elected 
for the year 1842. 

The religious needs of Somenrille received their 
earliest attention from Miss Elizabeth Page Whit- 
t d g e ,  daughter of Livermore IVIiittredg, of 
Beverly, a terrcher in the public schools, rho, 
though in frail health, sought, out of the fulness 
of her religious ature,  to supply the want of 
Christian teaching in the commu~iity. June 1, 
1842, she gathered the Union Sabbath School in 
the little public building on Ifedforrl Street. Sixty 
pupils nnd twelve teachers assembled the first Sab- 
bath. George Tapley r a s  chosen superintendent, 
Miss Whittredge assistant, JIiss E. A. Bonner 
secretary, and Jeremiah Thorpe librnrian. I f  iss 
mhittredge continued her work i s  fast failing 
health till April 4, 1844, when she reli~~quished it 
to Mr. Farrington JIcIntire. Slie returned to 
Beverly, and passed away, " with a beautifully 

resigned spirit, ~bgust 28, 1845." She wm born 
February 4, 1812. This was tlie Ant religious 
institution in Somerville, nnd it formed .the nuckns 
of the first church. 

About tliis time the Bev. Ricl~nrd Bknrring 
Hodges, an unsettled minister in Cnmbndge, feeling 
convi~~ced that it was liis duty to supply the vant 
of Christian ministrations then existing, aitli the 
concurnlce of the Rev. George E. Ellis, of Charles- 
t o n ,  within diose parocliial chrgc much of the 
new ~nuliicipnlity lay, supplied the fint Christian 
pr+cliing in town. 

The first meeting for public worship was' held 
in an upper room of the engine-house, on tlie third 
Sunday of bfarcli, 1844. &rile thirty families 
were represented. Services were conhued by 
Mr. Hodges and the students of the Harvard 
Divinity Scl~ool till within a sl~ort period of the 
building of a church edifice* August a%, 1844, 
the First Congregational Society vas legally or- 
ganized, and the church erected on the site of the 
present house on Higlila~id Avenue. It was dedi- 
cnted September 3, 1845. 

Rev. John T. Sargent wns installed putor Feb- 
ruary 8, 1836, and, resignlug llarcli 4, 1548, ma 
succeeded by the Rev. A. R. Pope, who continued 
in oface until his death, hfay 24, 1858. ' Mr. 
Pope, nn earnest and public-spirited man, identi- 
fied himself 1vit11 the educntioual interests of the 
town, particularly in the establishment of the high 
scliool, to ~ l i ic l i  he gnve a part of its pliilosophicnl 
appnratus. The Rev. Charles Lore was installed 
May 8, 1859, and resignal, in consequence of fee- 
ble Iiealtli, Julie 18, 1865. He was afterwards t l a  
honored secrehry of the American Unitarian Asso- 
cintion. His death occurred iu June, 1874. Mr. 
Lowe, an able, universally beloved man, nas a 
member of the scliool boan1, ancl nt the time of 
his death a trustee of the public libmry. 

The Rev. Henry 11. Barber, tlie present pastor, 
was installed December 2, 1866. Jlr. Barber is 
one of the editors of TAe Zrviilariat~ Review, 1- 
been one of the scliool committee, and is a 
trustee of tlie public libmry. This society llas 
suffered the loss of two church-building by fire, 
-one, July 22, 1852, and the second, dedicated 
April 25, 1854, burned October 8, 1S67. 

No other church existed in torn  for nenrly ten 
years. h few residents of the Enst Village, bow- 
cvcr, uniting \\it11 their neigl~bon of Clurrlesto~n~ 
at the llouse of the Rev. Willia~n Stow, in lft. 
Pleasant Street, May 4, 1845, organized a Baptist 



sodety, which held its meetings in an edifice at the 
neck. 111 1853 the btiilding was moved to Som- 
erville, enrirged, and called tlic Perkins Street 
Baptist Church. I t  was destroyed by fire Janu- 
ary 8,1866. June 26, 1867, tlie piesnt costly 
and commodious l~ouse of ivorship was dedicated. 
The Rev. Mr. Stow was ellairman of tlie school 
board for the years 1948 and 1549. The Rev. 
J. Judson Miller, tlie present pastor, was u~stalled 
September 17, 1861, and under 11is midistry the 
church has grently flourished, -the membership 
having incmed  from seventy-five to nearly six 

. hmdred. 
During this decade Somerville made. no. rapid 

stricles, but advanced wit11 a steady and encoumg- 
ing growth. In  1843 tlle lmpulatioa llad increased 
to 1,445, and real estate had nearly doubled in 
value. The high q t e  of toll on the bridges Ilin- 
dered travel and settlement, but facilities for reach- 
ing Boston were co~~stantly improving. The 
Fitchburg Kqilroad Company, Imving bought the 
road of the Cl~arlestown Branch Itailroad Com- 
pany, been  running tnins December 20, 1843, 
and the Boston and JIaine extension, chartered in 
1844, began a few Fears later to promote the colo- 
nization of East Somerville. During the year 
1846 two new scliool-buildings were erected, in 
which were contahed t l~e  Franklin gnlnlnar and 
Presmtt grammar attd primnrj. In 18.48 tlie 
Somerville scl~ools took the first ral~k in tlle 
county, and tlle third in tlle state, in amount of 
money expended upon tl~em in proportion to the 
wenlth and popuLqtion of the town. The annual 
expenditures hd increased to f$18,397.00 for the 
year 1848. 

Tlie inliabitants of the town llad long felt that 
they were inndequately supplied wit11 proper means 
of protecting theniselves against conflagration. 
From about tlie year 1338 they had relied upon 
the little tub-engine " Jlystic," but there \vns no 
regularly organized fire-company till 1S50. Ro- 
vember 12, 1849, the srlectlnen Kere ~utllorized 
by the toall to purchase " a good and sufficient firc- 
engine nnd a hose-c;lrriage.'' On t l~e arrival of the 
engine, styled Somcrville No. 1, it was voted in tile 
board of selectmen, Jatiuar!. 7, 1830, to a p l ~ i ~ i t  
five engi~ireers, and Mcssrs. Gardncr T. Ring, Ka- 
than Tufts, Jr., George 0. Bmstow, John B. Os- 
good, and Abram Wclcll were tl~ereuyon appointed. 
Januny 8, hir. TITelcli tlcclining to serve, Hiram 
Allen was appointed to fill the vacancy. Tlre en- 
gineers met, and organized by the c11oice of R'atlmn 

Tufts, Jr., aa cllief atid George 0. Brastow u 
clerk. The first Bre after the organization of the . 

dellartrnent was tlie barn of Jotlmm Johnson, 
the Irelalid range-way. The following is tlie list of 
engineers and the periods of their service : ~ a t k  
Tufts, Jr., from 1850 to 1858 ; Abnm Welch, from ' 

1852 to 1855; R. A. Vinal, from 1855 to 1858; 
John Runey, from 1858 to 1861 ; S. 11. Gooding, 
from 1861 to 1865 ; D. A. Sanborn, Jr., from 1868 
to 1878 ; J. R. Bopkins, from 1872 to the p-nt 
time. More than fifty members enrolled themselves 
in the new company, but becoming dissatisfied, t&y 

.disbanded March 2, 1853, and surrendered tlw 
engine and other property belonging to the tom 
to the engineers. December 5, 1854, a meetipg 
\;as held to form another compny, which was duly 
organized, and two hundred members co~mcted 
themselves with the department between December 
6, 1851, and hiarc11 SO, 1866, ~vlien the volunteer. 
system was abolished. 011 the 2 6th of May of the 
latter year a costly and efficient steam fire-e~~gine 
was purcl~ased aud tlie deportment reorganized. 
A working force of engineers, drivers, and firemen 
were perinanently employed. Iu  1871 r fino 
building was erected on Highland Avenue, nearly 
in the geographial centre of t b  torn, for the 
steam-engine, a~td the old liouse was fitted up for r 
hose-carriage and n hook-and-ladder truck. In 
1873 two more 11ose-houses were built. . 

Tllc departmelit was again reorganized, in accord- 
ance with an net of legislature, April 24, 1874, and 
Julie 17 a fire-nlann telegrnph w a s  established 
through the instance of the prese~it chief. In 1872, 
tlvough the exertions of Mr. D. A. Sanbonl, Jr., 
the Cliaritable Association of the Somerville Pire 
Department \\?as Ggtnized, and has  low a fund of 
$1,100 for the relief of sick and disabled firemeu. . 

I n  JIaj, 1877, an ordi~mace was passed reducing 
the working force of the department. TIE depart- 
ment tiow consists of one steamer and hosear-  
riage, four hose-~qrriages, and one liook-and-ladder 
truck, all drawn by l~orses. Tile city lias an abun- 
dant supply of water for cxti~lguisliing fires, fur- 
nished from t l~e  Xlystlc Water- Works to two 
hu~ldred and seventy-five fire-hydrants. 

I11 IS51 the first directory was publisl~ed by 
Edmund Tufts ; it was a dudecimo of thirty-two 
pages, and contained ~rincipl ly the heads of fami- 
lies in tow~t, five 11undred and ninety in nuinber. 

A considerable interest had been manifested for 
several pars upon the subject of a high school, 
the statutes requiring that such an institution shall 
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aoaami#et, d in put to the gamd apathy of tk from Ma!, 186E, to August 9,1869; Btr. Qdrs  
amuuunity. U. Smith, fmm Februam, 1Si0, to the pmuu tiw. 
In 1859 31r. H. H. BabaK:k ru appoiuted prin- Tbe Franklin Street Onhodor. S o c i i  M b 

a$, and the course of s t d y  ru revised. Tder : beginning at t k  house of Mr- Tempk Paul, A$ 
tbc m u  o p n i n t i m  the h t  r e p k  ,dascion I t l , lS33. September 15, the society took iu p- 
took place in 1562. Tlre xhool at o n e  beaxme 
marr sumessful, and at the mipation of Mr. 
&back, in 1867, it uas in t k  first rank of the 
high schools of the commonudtl. Mr. G. L 
w r  d e d  Mr. Babcoct, and under his m u -  
rgement the xhool retains its hkh d e p x  of effi- 
*, and contains 3 Lqer  number of 1~upiL than 

-1 in proportion to the number of inlmbitmts. 
The accornm&tions of the first building K u ~ g  
&y inadequate for the incm4np mnts of tbe 
a&ool, a I a v  and beautiful schkl-house was 
erected, a ~ ~ c l  the samc wa9 dedicated F e b m v  2 7, 
1873. n e  scbool ~iumbed ,  in 1378, two hundred 
.nd forty-four pupils, and was governed by a corps 
of two hale and four female teachers. 

During the fint tell years of the town's coryo- 
ate e h c e  the p1)ulatiou nearl? q rc td~~led ,  :mv- 
trg baa racorclect af 3,540 by the euurlu of 1860. 

ent w e ,  but r;u not I@: o p n k d  till d p d  1, 
1335. The comer-sttone of the 6rst h o e  N 
laid in October, 1834, d the church dalicrted 
J* 12,1S35. The follouhy is the swastion of 
pstors, with tbe periods of their m e  : b. 
B. Judhu ,  from J~IIWV 3, 1856, to Jw q 
IS53 ; Rev. D. T. Pwhrd, from September 20, 
ISGO, to Sovember OS, 1306 ; Rev. L R. 
man, Jr., from June 27, lS67, to May 23, 1971 ; 
Rev. William S. Hubbell, from F e b r u q  1, 1S71, 
to the p-nt time. The ~oeie? lost their &&- 
building bv fire, Jlmlll5,1867, but promptlr pro- 
d e d  to rebuild upon tbe same spot tle ,~cim 
nnd e+t structure IIOW standiug. The comer- 
stone was hid A u p t  27, 1867, thc r& 
opened for worship Jla! 17, 1865. and &e c h d  
dedicated Septe~nber 30, 1S68. 

The First U ~ t i v e d k t  Society was or- in 



February, 1854. For the first five years worship 
was held in a cliapl on Tufts Street. 111 1859 
a roodeu cliurcb was erected on tlie present site. 
This was de~ t ro~ed  by fire, January 21, 1868. 
The present house of r o d l i p  was built t l~e  eusuiiig 
year. Tlie followi~~g are tbe mmes of the p t o r a  
and tlie time of successio~l: Rev. G. H. Emerson, 
1854 - 1859 ; Rev. D. H. Clark, 1859 - 1862 ; 
Rev. Benjamin K. Russ, 1862 - 1874 ; Rev. 
G. H. Vibbert, 1874- 1876; Rev. IT. S. Rall)Ii, 
1877 to the present time. 

Tlie Somerville Light Infantry was organized 
October, 1853. III Blay, 1854, tlie collstitutiou 
was approved, and the company was ellrolled as 
Company B, 4th Regimelit, Yd Brigade, 2d Divis- 
ion; but the regi~nent wns afterueards numbered 
the 5th. George 0. Bnstoa was elected the first 
captain. He was succeeded by Frni~cis Tufts, 
June 29, 1854, wlio served, with an iitemissiou, 
till April, 1859. Optnin Brastow ~vas then re- 
elected, a ~ ~ d  contiaued in office uutil the close of 
the company's tlirec moiitlisJ service, at the begirl- 
ning of the war, when lie was succeeded by C a y  
tain 13. F.'Parker, ~vlio commanded the compiry 
during its nine months' service iii Xortll Carolina 
in 1862 - 63. Later, under co~nmand of IV. E. 
Robinson, the company started for the seat of the 
war, under a hu~idred da~s '  enlistment, but was 
recalled. Afterward, uirtler tlie captaincy of J. N. 
Coffin, they completed a service of a similar length. 
I n  tlie spring of 1865 G. IV. Dasiels was elected 
captain, retaii~i~ig the psition till 3Iny 3, 1871, 
wlien he was succcedeil by Charles F. King. 111 

the former year the conlpny was reorganized. 
Captain R. Knmer folloaed Captain King, August, 
1874, and resigl~ed June, 1876. Tlie company 
was the11 under con~muid of Licuteiia~~t R. T. 
Blackwell, until it aas dishided, July 6, 1876. 
At present 110 military orp~~ization exists in Sou- 
epille. 

February 23, 1853, by rn act of tlie legislature, 
tlie Cl~arlestowa Gas Comp~iy was authorized to 
lay p i p  in town, u~id, April 11, a similar nutlior- 
itg was gmi~ted to the G~nbritlge Gas Company. 
So gnenlly did tlie new means of illumination 
come illto use, tl~at, Al)ril IS, 1S54, the Somer- 
ville Gasliglit Comlwliy was incorlmnted ; but be- 
fore preparations could lx made, the necessity for 
a further supl)lp of ?S l i d  cm.d, and tlle corn- 
p y  has i~e\~er  gone ~ilto opention. 

The establisT~lne~~t of horse-nilroads in Saner- 
ville dates from 1Y55. l ' l re h l i d d l c ~ x  Bailroad 

Company lurd been incorporated the previous jar, 
aud sl~ortly afterwards constructed a line to Boston 
from the eastern boundary of the torn on Wmh- 
ington Street. In  May, 1855, a chnrter was 
grniited to the 3Ieilford and Charlestown Railroad 
Cornpa!, and one to the Somerville Home Bail- 
road Compnp, Nay 29,1857 ; and in July, 1858, 
tlre roads were finisl~ed aird put into operation, - 
the one occupying Maiu Street and 13mdwa.v; the 
otlier IYashingtoii, Milk, and Elm Streets. By 
legislative enactment, April 4, 1863, the Somer- 
ville Horse Rqilroad Compuy was allowed to extend 
its tracks from I i ~ ~ i o n  §qunre through to Somer- 
ville Ave~iue to the East Cambridge line. Travel 
was establislied to Boston over this exte~ision dnr- 
ing tlie following year. That part of the Somer- 
ville Horse Railroad Compny upon Elm Strest, 
Somerville Avenue, is uucter lease io the Union 
Railroad Coinpay, aud the Middlesex Railroad 
Company rents tlie line on Tl'ashingtou Street, 

- 

also the line on Broadway to Winter HilL - 
In 1856, tlie First hletliodist Episcopal Soci- 

ety was formed, through the labors oftlie Bev. 8- 
Gerrisl~ of East Cnmbridge. The first service war . 
held in Franklin Hall, on the site of H o h d  
store. The society was organized June Z4, 1857, 
and a l~ouse of worsliil), the comer-stone of which 
was laid October 5, dedicated March 81 of the 
following !car. Rev. Cliarles Baker became the 
first settled pastor ia lS59. llie needs of the aoci- 
ety having outgrown the first buildmg, the cob 
ner-stone of the present costly and spacious edi5ce 
was laid July 27, 1874, and another cliurch d& 
cated llily 29, 1875. Tl~e Rev. IV. S. Chad- 
bourne, tlie present instor, is the elevwth s&ce 
tlie establisliment of the church. 

In  1859 the town undertook to readjust her own 
boundaries and tliose of private estates, not rb 
much with the hope of restoriug the original limits, 
as to prevent furtlier encmclimnents. The ancient 
lilies liad become obliterated or uncertain, a]$ 
fences Lad been erected to suit the conveuieriw 
of abuttors. Xo elucidation could be expected 
from the Cl~arlestowii reconls, whose meauing had 
become obscure from a constant reference to 
bounds of a prisliable nature. Consequently r 
survey was ordered, and upon its coml~letion, in 
1862, a valuable map was prepred, and an accn- 
nte  record of all lines and limits, and ncctional 
~ ~ l a n s  of all t l ~ e  streets, were recoded in d u n k  
fonn. 

Duri~ig tire ~ecoud decade of the town's existence 
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she m6de a uniform and rapid prognss. The fne- 
idg of the b r i d e  to tlie metropolis lnd-  tended 
to tnnr. the tide of travel in this direction. Real 
estate Id enperiend nu u p ~ n r d  tendency. East 
&mefile grew more mpidly.thn my otlrer part 
o& the tom. The nortlieni and western districts 
had received but little impetus as yet. In 1859 
them w m  but three houses in tlre now thickly 
populated aim bounded by Bow, Wal~int, and 
&boot streets, and Somemlle and Highland 
atmuca. Many new streets had been hid out, 
incnasing their total length to thirty miles. These 
highways had been kept in a fair condition by the 
yearly outlay of a sum wrying from $3,000 to 
$10,000. A few reservoin had been built for 
better protection against fire, and five school-build- 
ings had been erected. 'lie school population - 
now n u m b e d  at 1,707 -had more than tripled. 
Tbe scbooL hod increased in number to twenty- 
four, and were presided over by five male and 
tyenty-six female teachers. A high school rind 
.a intermediate gnde had been established. The 
tom continued to maintain the previons high mlk 
of itp educational establishments. ,In appropria- 
tion) fluctuating from 56,000 to 818,000, I d  been 
annually e x ~ u d e d  upon them. 

The population had more than doubled, having 
been registered at 15,025 by the censw of 1860. 
There were 1,751 polls, and 1,282 houses. The 
tdtal valuatiou of tnlrable property was $5,760,000: 
The torn  debt llad i n c d  to 990,924. 

During the period of. the war tlre town under- 
took few improvements or important mwures, feel- 
ing that any outlay beyoud the dcman(lj of necessity 
should riglitfully be devoted to tlie interests of the 
countrp. Therefore an account of the soldiers for 
the four succeeding years is almost the liistory of 
the town. 

On Easter Sabbath, 1562, the Emmanuel Episco- 
pal Church l i d  its beginning iu a hall in Somer- 
ville Avenue, near Park Street, under the miaktra- 
tion of Rev. N. G. Allen. In 1866 the present 
church edifice was erected. The present pastor is 
Bev. N. K. Bishop. 

In  Biay, 1565, a Sabbatll school mas gathered in 
chapel in Tufts Street by tlre efforts of Rev. N. G. 

Allen, around wliicli was formed the St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church. In 1568 tlre Rcv. George W. 
Durell, tlre present rector, vns irrstalled, and it was 
largely by his labors that the present churcli-build- 
ing was erected. 
The Broadway Ortliodox Congregational Cliurch 

alqo took its rise in the year 1863, rhn in the 
motrtli of August the Sabbath school ru formal 
June 14,1865, the church was regularly oqjauid, 
under t h  pastorship of tlle Bev. E. Porter D p .  
fi1 Janua y, 18G8, a &pel ns complded, d in 
December, 1871, the society removed to iti pmmt 
house of rorslrip. Tlle church is now under t k  
mhiistry of Bev. IViUhm B. Pierson 
In April, 1563, the town voted to illnminrte 

streeis at  night where the nbuttors roaM pkae 
lampposts ill psition, and before the close of the 
year ninety-two l amp  had been provided. , 

Sornerville's war ncord is highly hamnMc. 
For rapidity in filling quotas, for measun~~ hLea 
for the comfort of her soldiers, -by personal 
pthy, by the visits of the tom ofacers at the art 
of the war, in forwarding supplies of money md 
clotliing, - and for the attention given t o  tbe sol- 
diers' families, a duty which did not ceue with the 
war, this city stands in the front rank. 

Four times the Somerville Light Inf.nty rmt 
forth fmm the town for various periods .of .smkc, 
and one full company, the Somerville Guuld, went 
out for the period of three years. 

At the fint call of President Lincoln for troop 
in April, 1861, the Somewille Light Infantry 
entered the service as Company B of the 6th 
Regiment. Tliey numbered sixty-eight men with 
George 0. Brastow crrptnin, and JV. E. Bobinson 
and F. R. Kinsley lieutenants. 

April 17, au enthusiastic meeting of the citizens 
was held to raise money to aid the departing com- 
patiy and tlieir familie, and to give expression to 
sentiments of lo~alty to the government. A sum 
of 31,323.50 a a s  raised, of wliich n small purse was 
given to each soldier, and a larger sum was placed 
ill tlie bands of Captain Bradow, with instructions 
to provide witllout stint for the comfort of his men. 
April 80, tlie company was escorted to Boston, and 
each member presented with a Testament by hL 
fellow-cit izen, Moses H. Ssrgent. Remaining in 
Faneuil Hall tllnt night, they started for Washing- 
ton the next evening. Arriving at the capital on 
tlie 27th of the month, they were qunrtered for four 
reeks in the Treasury Building, doing guard duty. 
The! were then removed to Virginia, on the Poto- 
mac, four miles from \Ynshin,@on, where they re- 
mained one week. From June 2 to July 1 6  they 
were encamped in the vicinity of d e ~ a n d ~ .  On 
tlre latter day they were given the right, leading 
a long column to N a m w  Junction, and partici- 
pated h tlie ensuing battle of Bull IkuL Hm 



B. Frraklbi H d o r d  nns believed to have been 
killed. They returned home July el, leaviug 
comrade W. Frank Moore sick in the hospital nt 
washing tor^, where he died July 31. 

May 25, the Capitol being in danger, the gov- 
ernor ordered tlre State JIilitia to assemble on Bos- 
t6n Common, and t l~e  Somerville Light 111fantrp 
again came formnl under command of Captain 
Robinson. But the troops pmffererl by the state 
were thought by tile President not to be needed, 
and they returned to their homes. This check, to 
the enthusiasm of the volunteers operated unfavor- 
ably it1 future calls. Tillle was given 'for the first 
arclor of patriotism to cool, and a cnlculatiug mid 
somewhat merceliary spirit to enter into a con- 
siderntion of t l~e  subject. Prices lind advanced, 
all bmnches of iudustry were in full operation, 
1liaking a counter-demand upon tlie services of able- 
bodied men. Consequently, when 011 June 28 a 
call was made for 300,000 men for a three yearsJ 
service, recruiting was carried on with a greater 
and gradually i~icreasiug difficulty. The quob of 
Somerville in this a l l  was ninety-two, but the town 
voted, July 19, to raise a full company, and pay 
a bounty to each man. A citizens' committee of 
sixty was  chose^^ to co-operate with tile seIectmen 
iu filling the quota. Mass-ineetiugs were held, and 
a bou~~ty  of $125 was offered. Finally, a com- 
plement of me11 was eillisted, and the company 
styled the "Somerville Guard." August 12, it 
was mustered into service, and attached to the 
39th lbgmeut as Comlr~ny E. I t  was allo\ved 
the privilege of ren~aining on Prospect Hill for 
three weeks, when it joiud tile a m p  at Boxfonl, 
and was assig~ied the right of tile regimeut. Here 
it remained two days, and 011 September 6 took 
tile cars for JVnsliingtoi~ ; it proceeded to Arli~~gton 
Heights, and, Inter, went iuto winter-quarters at 
Poolesville, Blnryland. Tlie -xa~soi~ \ T ~ S  spent in 
doiug nnd picket duty up011 the Potomac. 
 ere the compny suflewcl its first loss ill the death 
of S. P. Rolli~iu. In April, 18G3, the regiment 
was ordered to IK~shisgtou, a ~ ~ d  did guard and 
escort duty till niidsummcr, \vIien, ou July 9, it 
joined the army of tile Potomc, wit11 wliicli it re- 
mained till the close of tile war. It was assigaed 
to tlie first army corps, took lmrt in tlie  narcl lies 
and eugagements of tile corps at Bristoe n~ld Rap 
pahnnock stations, and 1Iine llun. 111 oue of the 
movemeuts of t l~e  army, the pickets - of wlio~n 
there were thirteen from Company E -rere left 
exposed by their fires nt the front; seven were 

captured, of wl~om two alone ever returned. J. W. 
Oliver was p~roled at Ricliinoi~d, and G. TV. Bean 
survived tlie privations of Andersonrille. F. J. 
Oliver, n'asl~iagton Imett,  Josep11 I\'. Wiiitmore, 
I k ~ r y  E. Hore, and Richard J. Hgde died from 
stanvatio~~ and exposure. When the corps went ipto 
wi~rter-quarters at nlitcliell's Station, Company I! 
l~ad  already lost sixty men by sicktless, death, and 
transfers. The regiment 11avi11g been assigned ihe 
extreme right, tlie picket duties were very seve?,' 

, -  
slid t l~e  company ~ ~ a s  under anns most of the time. 
I t  participated with its regiment in tlie battle of 
the JWilderness, and those folloni~~g in quick sue 
cession. I n  eagagements between Jlay 7 a ~ ~ d  May. 
19, Sergenut Palmer, Corpoml Felker, Robert.. 
Powers, J. H. Roberts, IV. 31. Herbon, nnd Car: 
ponl Harburn were killed, and February 6,1865, 
E. B. Hadley. At Gravelly Run, March SO, Cap 
t i n  Wilhrd C. Kinsley and hrpoml  Iforan were 
 nort tally wounded. The former elitered the service 
as secoud lieutenaiit of the Somewille Guard, but 
was afterwards promoted to the command of an- 
other compi~y. He H'RS deeply beloved by all d o .  
kuew him, not only for liis courage and ma~lly 
qualities, but for liis kindness, synpathy, and for- 
getfuhless of self on all occasio~~s of trial and suf- 
fering. The organimtion of the Gmud Army of 
the Republic in Somerville has named its post for 
this gallant young soldier and martyr. The Somer- 
ville Guard suffered no further losses in battle; but 
of tliose taken prisoners, Glines, Allen, Jones, Gor- 
ham, Horton, Hatch, and Kentick fell victims to- 
disease brought on by the iuhumanity of Southern 
prisons. 

Quickly succeeding the last call was another for 
300,000 troops, ancl the Somerville 1,igilt Infantrv; 
with B. F. Parker cnptain, and IT. C. Bailey and 
John Harrington lieutenauts, again eutered the 
service for uiue months. 

August 27, a bounty of 3125 had been voted 
by the town, which was increased to 8200 SeptemL 
ber 24. The company ren t  into camp on P m  
pect Hill nfter tlic departure of the Somenville 
Guard, remaining till September 16, when i t  de- 
parted to Tenliam. Laving camp in October, it 
was ordered to Nortli Cnroli~ia, and mm3i11ed in 
the vicinity of Neil ben~, \\.itliout participating id 
any considerable battle, till the expiration of itr 
service. 

111 July, 1863, one hundred and eighty-sir men 
were taken by draft from Somerville. As a result 
of this levy, $3,000 in commutatio~~ money rrar 
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rrised, four substitutes were procured, and one citi- 
zen perkal ly answered tlic country's call. 

October 17, the President made a further call 
for three lrui~dred tlioumnd voluliteen, and, with 
some difficult?, the town filled her quota of ninety- 
two mqn by JIIarcIi, 1864. 
In July, 1864, tlie Somerville Light Infantry, 

Captain Coffi~r, went to tlie front for one hundred 
days, but participated in no engagement. 

Somerville furnished forty co~nmissioned officers 
and one thousand and eighty-five men for the war, 
in all brapches of the service, nhich was a surplu~ 
of one hundred and forty-seven above the number 
r n u i d .  , Xinety-cight Irere killed, or died of 
disense incident to the hnnhhips of m r ,  and 
two hundred nlul fifty were wonnded. The whole 
pnouni of money appropriated by tlie t m n  for war 
purposes, exclusive of state aid, was 3 133,039.41, 
and $65,823.38 was voluntarily co~ltributed by 
the citizens. 
. Upon the selectmen nnd war committees de- 

volved uuusually arduous labors, and to Tlromrrs 
Cunni~~gham, recruiting officer during the greater 
p r t  of the war and town treasurer for 1863,1864, 
and 1865, the town is especially indebted for his 
energetic efforts in the various departments of the 
war business, md for preparing and preserving a 
areful record of the tmnsactions and expenditures 
of this period. 

The women of Somerville were not less patriotic 
than the men; and actively engaged in all possible 
labors to manifest their sympathy and furnish ma- 
terial aid. Soldied aid societies were formed for 
making clothing and other articles of comfort for 
the soldiers in camp or Ilospital ; many delicacies 
were prepared for t l ~ e  sick or wounded ; fairs were 
held for the purpose of raising money ; and all tl~ac 
womanly tenderness or womanly ingenuity could 
suggest, was cheerfully assumecl, a d  as success- 
fully accomplished. 
. I n  the summer of 1865 a marble monument 
my erected in the cemetery, to the memory of 
those from the town who had fallen or were yet 
to fall in the service, of their country. I t  was 
erected with the residue of the fund mked for tlie 
bmerville Light Infantry at their first going forth. 
It is a small and simple shaft, standing it1 the mid- 
dle of tile yard, crowded with names, and it was the 
k t  monument erected in 3fnssacllusetts to tlie fallen 
soldiers nnd sailors in the War of the Rebellion. 

In 1866 a reapportionment of Icgislntive dis- 
tricts was authorized, and Somerville and bhlden 

were unit$ i~i ta  tile Fourth District, and entitled 
to three representntives, in a ratio of sixteen to 
fourteen upon an aggregate of thirty represarta- 
tives in tlie ten years, and uirder tlig census of 
1875, upon rbiclr r new apprtionnlcnt was made 
in 1876, Somen?ille became entiiled to send three 
representntiv~ to the Genernl Court, which raa 
done for th.e session of 1877 and thereafter. 

1i1 1867 a night watch r a s  establisl~ed. . 
During this year the Forster School building & 

erected, and the large hall in the upper story, mas 
fitted up for the use of the town. , Tom-meetings 
were first held in the hZeclford Street school-house, 
or the little engine-house on the comer of Prospect 
and Washington streets, until the completion of the 
Unitarian Church, nlien its vestry was hired for 
the meetings. Thc town occupied the l o w  hall 
of the high-school lrouse from tlie time of the 
erection of this buildiug until the increasing 
needs of tlie school compelled a transfer of the 
town-hall to the Fomter School. 

For several jars the subject of an abundant 
supply of pure water had been under consideration. 
Previous to the year 1864 the inhabitants had de- 
pended upon wells, not only for drinking purposes, 
but generally in caw of fire. For the five yean 
succeedil~g this dnte the east villge, the M c k n  
Asylum, m d  a part of Winter Hill had been s u p  
plied from the mains running from Mystic Lake 
to Chnrlestom. At a meeting of the town, No- 
vember 5, 1867, a committee was appointed to 
meet tlre Cliarlestown board of water commission- 
ers, aiid to contract for the general introdnction of 
Mystic water into the town. April 13, 1868, this 
committee reported, and another, consisting of 
Aaron Brgenlt, C. E. Bymes, R. E. Demmon, 
R. A. Vinal, and C. Downer, was instructed to 
procure an act from tlie legislature authorizing the 
t o m  to make arrangements for a water supply, 
and to raise 8100,000 for defraying the cost of 
the same. September 18, the act was accepted by 
the town, and the committee, styled the SomerviUe 
Mystic Wnter Committee, proceeded to confer with 
the Cliarlestown authorities. Within tliree days a 
contrnct WAS drawn up and signed, whereby the 
inhabitants of So~nerville should be su5ciently 
furnished with \rater, provided the supply was 
more than adequate for the wants of Charlestorm 
and Clrelsea, at tlie rates charged to the inhabitants 
of these cities, wit11 a rebate to the town. Distri- 
bution p ips  were immediately connected with the 
Charlestown mains, at the corner of Medford Stratt 



and Broadwaj, a id  during the foliowing year the 
toan was generally supplied with water. Marc11 11, 
1870, a legislative enactment was procured to raise 
bonds to the additional ainount of $100,000, for 
the extension of tlie works, and Jlarcll 19, 1872, a 
third issue was authorized, iucmsiiig the amouut 
to $400,000. Forty-four miles of pipe 1 ~ z ~ e  been 
laid in the city. Tlie debt for the constructioii 
of the water-works is 5335,000, and the annual 
municipal outlay for snter purposes is nearly 
$14,000. 

hlthbugh the contract between Somerville aud 
Charlestuwn imposes conditions which might have 
k e n  foreseen and guarded against by a inore ear- 
nest attention to the subject, alien tlie intrduction 
of water from Mystic Lake into Charlestown was 
in contemplatioa ; tlie iuliabitai~ts of Somerville are 
receiving their annual water supply at less than the 
average cost to cities of tlie commonwealth. 

Prior to 1867 the sewerage of Somerville was in 
a primitive condition; a few private sewers and open 
draim, emptying into river basins, creeks, and stag- 
nant pols, sufficiently supplied the needs of the 
iuhabitants. 

I n  1867 the first town sewer was laid, and 
during the two follorring years a system was hl- 
angurnted which l~as  since been essentially adhered 
to, and which has brouglit tlie greater p r t  of the 
city to a satisfactory conditio~l in respect to this 
important item of lnunicipl regulation. 

That ivnt'erslied whose natural outlet was Jliller's 
River was draiiled by tru~ik sewers constructed 
from Vest  Somen~ille to Cliarles River alor~g the 
line of Somervine Avenue and Beacon a id  I\'n>li- 
ington streets. The valley of the Lowell Railroad 
has been provided with an outlet into the old 
Charlesto~n~ mill-pond. A trunk sewer runiii~ig 
under Broadway rind tlie Park supplies the region 
tendi~ig towads the 3lystic River. The watershed 
comprising tllc V'alnut Hill district, llaving a 11at- 
u n l  outlet ill Alewife Brook, is still sufficiently 
supplied with sewerage. Autliority was obtained 
from tlie legislature, May 20, 1875, to drain illto 
this stream, but it has been deemed iuadvisnble to 
take adt'a~~tage of the act. The city is now sup- 
plied w id  twent>-five miles of senerigc. 

July 0, 1868, the Fliiit Street Netliodist Epis- 
capnl Churcl~ was organized. I t  began mder tile 
auspices of tlie First 3Tetllodist Societ~, aiid wor- 
sllipped in the chapel ia Tufts Street. September 
13, 1871, tlie chapel in Flint Street was dedicated. 
Rev. W. R. Toulmin is tlie present pastor. 

In 1868 the graduates of the high school dacs 
the year 1862, and tlie ~nembers dteudiug pridr to 
thnt date, reorgaliized an association which they 
had formed some four years previous, and which 
had been for some time qciescent. Tlie leading 
spirit in tllis new movemeut, Edwrard E. Edgerly, 
believed an associati011 of the graduates of thl? tow~r's 
highest educational institutiou should be a power 
for g o d  in the community; co~~sequeutlf the 
Sornervillc High Scliool Association was reformed, 
not ritli the sole ii~tri~tioii of refreslli~ig the scenes 
and rene~ri~rg the acqunintauces of youtll, but to 
coiisider and discuss tlie social aud educational 
problems of the day ; to teach tlie si~npler.branches 
to those alio had iiot the opportuiiity of instruc- * 

ti011 in youth ; to supplement aud coi~tinne the 
teaching of the schools by classes or lectures; and 
to introduce or furtlier any scheme for the in- 
tellectual gro~rtli or mom1 welfare of the town. 
Tlie object was noble, aiid not entirely iri vain wm 
the work of JIr. Edprly, who, unliappily for the 
cause of educntion, died within the short space of 
two years. By his efforts and example the Associa- 
tiou L ~ S  been able to render hoiiorable service to 
the citizem. I t  has instituted a course of lectures 
in almost every season for tlie last ten years, i t  lm 
supported classes for the pursuit of special subjects, 
and it suggested and aided in the establishment of 
the free public library. 

Tlie Association was incorporated by act of legis- 
lature, February 21, 1871, and authorized to'hold 
property to the amount of $50,000. , 

111 R'ovember, 186S, tno petitions were presented 
to tlie legislature, asking for n division of the tom, 
but tlie subject received little e~icouragement. In 
tliat pear tlie selectmen ordered a census to be taka ,  
wl1ic11 showed the ppulntiou to be 12,535. 

December 23, 1869, the St. Joseph Catholic 
Churcli was formed. The society worship$ at bt 
in Hankins Hall. Kovcn~ber 21,1874, the present 
cliurcll edifice was dedicated. Rev. C. T. BlcGrath 
\\-as the first pastor, and still coiitiiiues in offid. 

T l~e  graves of Somervillc's f i~ lh i  soldiers were 
first decorated in 1S69, by George 0. Bnstow, 
Lebbeus Stetson, and a few otlier patriotic citizens, 
witli money raised b~ private snbscription. 

August 17, 1S70, the Tillard C. Ki~isley Post 
130, Grand -1rni~ of tile Republic, was constituted. 
J lan j  of its cl~arter members were frdm the John 
A. Andrew Post of Boston. Coloi~el C. F. King 
waR clioseu the fiwt commander. He was suc- 
ceeded b j  Colo~iel H. E. Hill, to whom the pod 
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..is perhap more indebted than to nny other indi- 
ridpol. 

In 1870 the police department, which up to 
this time hnd been of minor considerntioa, was re- 
organized, m d  one captain, eight night watchmen, 
and four day patroln~en were in regular service. 

In 1870 ans printed the first pnper, devoted ex- 
clusively to the i~~terests of Somerville. D u r i ~ ~ g  a 
few yenrs previous The CRarleafow~r Chronic*Ze h d  
given many of its columns to tlie news of its neigh- 
bor; but tlie rapid growth of the town served to 
jastify the establishment of a home-sheet, and tlie 
.5nt issue of The Sor~terville dotrr~aat appeared 011 
December 3. I t  has conti~iued to be published 
weekly with increasing success. 

In 1870 tile Lexington and Arlingtoh Branch 
milroad was constructed, aud h December began 
runpillg trains through a part of the tom hitherto 
bat sparsely populated. From this innovation 
dates the growth of West S o m e m e ;  nnd tllere 
is now an extensive village, witli its residences, 
churches, school-houses, stores, and depots, where 
in 1870 there were less than half a dozen cottages 
sarrounded by open fields. 

For several years much dissatisfaction had been 
manifested with the town system of government. 
The t o m  was becoming too lalge, her public busi- 
ness too various, important, and laborious to be 
wisely considered and impartially despatched in 

. tom-meeting. Some citizens favored annexatio~i 
to Charlestolrn and Boston; others urged the a- 
tablishment of a separnte city goven~ment. 

In 1869 the town instructed her representatives 
to favor annexation, nnd cast a small vote for a city 
charter. During the following year tlie advocntes 
of the latter form of government gained ground, 
and early in 1871 a petition was presented to tlie 
legislature, and April 14  an act passed to establisl~ 
the city of Somerville. April 87, the nct mas ac- 
~ t e d  in town-meeting by a vote of three I~undred 
and thirty-sir to one hundred and seventy. But 
m undercurrent in favor of annexation existed for 
some time nfter the acceptance of the city charter. 
Meetings were lield in tile various ward-rooms, on 
the first Monday of December, for the election of 
such city officers as tlie law required. George 0. 
Brastow was elected mayor, cmd a city couiicil 
of two aldennen and four common council~ne~l 

chosen from eac11 of the four wards witli a 
high degree of unanimity. 

011 the 1st of January, 1878, the citizens as- 
-bled in the hnll of the Fonter '&hool-house 

for a formnl i~~nugumtion of the city governpent. 
Twenty-six persons who were legal voters a t  the 
founding of the town occupicd pron~inelrt k t s  
upon t11e platform. Aftcr thc address of the mayor- 
elect one hundred guns were fid. The dny was 
mnde one of public. rejoicing, and closed with n 
grand ball in the same hall. 

Upon tlie new city council devolved an unusual 
nmount of labor, not o ~ ~ l y  in the instituting of a 
proper code of ordinances for tlie governmeilt of 
their own nud successive bodies, but iu tllst of 
despntcliig tlirongli untried cllan~~els a public 
business much increased by tlie esigencies of a new 
city and of a rapidly increasing population. 

The old liigli-xliool building was fitted up for a 
city hnll. Charles E. Gilman, wlio had held the 
clerksliip from tlie foundiag of the tom, was elected 
city clerk. ,Qaron Sargeut was elected treasurer. 

A seal mas established, with the device of Wash- 
ingtol~ standing on Prospect Hill, grasping the 
standard of tlie u~ifurled Union flag. In  the back- 
ground is a view of a pnrt of Boston, nnd showing 
the State House and Bunker Hill Iionuinent. In  
a narrow iiiner circle about this centre-piece are 
the words, So~nerville, founded 1842, Estab- 
lished n Citp 1872." I n  an outer circle is the 
city's motto, " Nul~icipnl Freedom Gives National 
Strengtli." 

April 23, an act to establisli a police court was a p  
proved, nud June 24, wit11 nppropriate ceremonies, 
tlie court was constituted. Isaac Story was ap- 
pointed standing justice, and Lebbeus Stetson clerk. 

From the founding of the t o n  until 1854 
crimi~ul cases aere taken to Cliarlestown and East 
Cambridge for trial. From this latter dnte until 
tlit: iucorpmtiou of tlle city, almost ~ritliout inter- 
ruptioi~, p w s  aere tried by Fralicis Tufts, under 
commission as justice of the pence, and sub- 
sequently under a In\r by which certain trial jus- 
tices were triennially designated rurd commissioned, 
who sliould esercise authority and jurisdictiou in 
criminal c~scs  iu any town iu the cou~ity where 
no police court wns established. The first trials 
in Somerville, and tliose for many years, were 
conducted in the office of Captain Tufts, on 
tlie soutliern comer of Iledford and Wasliington 
streets. I u  1861 the court was moved to the 
buildil~g 011 the eastern conier of Prospect S t m t  
nncl Solnerville Avenue. After the city police 

, court was constitutcd, the business of the depart 
ment was held in n room at the city hall until the 1 building ia Bow Street was erected. 
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Although t l ~  ten Jean previous to the city h 187% the IIollanrl St& Methodist Ephopnl i charter included the period of the Civil Wiir, Som- Churcli was formed, largely througli tlie exertions 
n . i l Y  made a pmgrers in grortli unl)recedeiited I of the Rev. Mr. Imcount. Rev. A. E. Wiullip 
in her own histtor!, and perl~aps iineyualled in that / held the first patorate. The cl~alzl lrvns dedicated 
of any other in the state. The population, 14,688 , hlay 1,1873. The present pstor  is Rev. nrillinm 
by the census of 1870, was estimated at  16,000, 
a p i t i  of nearly oue Lui~dwd per cent in the tcli 
years. The uuinhr of polls was registered at 
4,105, l ior iug n ~nucli larger perceutage of gain. 
Thc number of dwellings liad i~~creasetl to 3,061, 
making the same relative advance. Tlle scl~ools 

' bierrill. . 
During tlie second year of blr. Brastow's ad- 

mi~listrntiou the most imlmrtnnt measures were the 
opening of the public library, the abtelnellt of t l~e  
hliller'a River iiuisance, the erection of the Luther 
V. Bell scliool-house and tlie George 0. Brastow 

mow bnbered-fifty-four, eight having been organ- I hose-l~ouse, besides constant and erteilsive im- 
i d  in tliis period, and seven inale and fiftj-eiglit 
l e m a k  tcachers gave iustruction to a sell001 p p u -  / 
aation of 2,951. 

janqary, 1872, the town debt was 8595,349, 
a n d  the amount raised by taxation thc previous 
year ,  $270,460.95. Tl'liile the taxable \valuatio~~ 
a f  the state 11ad doubled, that of the ton11 llad 
quadrupled, being fixed at 822,755,000, May 1, 
1872. 

For some years tlie basin of hliller's River had 
been o growi~~g nuisaiice, from its use as the outlet 
of the sewers and as a depository of oral from the 
slaughter-hoi~ses upon its banks; n~id ill 1872 i t  
was felt that the public health demnnded tlnt 
measures should be taken for remedying tliis peat  
and increasing evil. Conseqnently ou Nay 3 and 6 
acts were passed by the Iqklnture, - the formcr 
autliorizi~~g the fill~i~g of lnnds to a p d c  thirteen 
feet above mean low water, al~d the latter empower- 
ing the harbor com~nissiouers and the state bo~rd 
of l~eiltli to i~isestigte tlie ciuse of the nuisu~ce, 
and recomme~id mcasurcs for its abatement. 

Tlie board of conimissioners reported plans for 
filliag the river, and the city council took steps 
towards procuri~~g an act, May 25, 1875, ubcrrby 
the cities of Cambridge aiicl Somerville were author- 
i d  to fill the river and to co~~struct a serer along 
Somerville Avenue aud Bridge Street to tlie Cliarles 
River, whicl~ sliould be an outlet to this made land, 
the surrounding districts, aud sucli other territo- 
ries as the rivcr ~vould nnt~~nl ly  have drained. 

Work war brgu~l upon thesc important measures 
without delay, and prosecuted ui~interruptetlly, as 
far as the seasons noultl prinit, illitil tl~cir com- 
pletion at tlw close of the follo~vii~g Imr. This 
work was one of vnst mag~iitude eslxnse, but 
by its accomplishment tlie city was not only rid of 
an intolerable nuisance, but it secured for taxation 

extensive and valuable piece of property witl~in 
two miles of the heart of the metropolis. 

yrovemeiits in streets and sidewalks. 
To Hen? Y. Brown, trnrurcr of the Scmec 

rille Iligk Scliool Association, belongs the l~onor 
of origiiiating tlie moreine~it which resulted hi the 
establishmelit of the public library. He believed 
that tlie furtl~ernllce of sucli a project came witl~in 
the scop  of tlie purposes of the Association, h d  
ill 1870 11e wrote a letter to tlie trustees, select 
men, and scliobl committee, urghig the matter 
upon tl~eir atteiitiolr. The selectmen promptly re- 
spoiided, December, 1869, by appointing a can- 
mittee of three to confer with one froin the Am- 
ciation. hi llnrcl~, 1870, si~uilar corninittees were 
appointed, who prepared a brief plan for operati~ig 
tlie proposed library ; but this was not ratified by 
the citizens, nlio in tomil-luecting, April, 1871, 
appointed ai~otl~er committee of sisteen to prepm 
a more elnborate code of regulations. The report 
of this coln~nittee was nccepted and adopfed b j  the 
t b ~ l i  in Kovember, 1871. I t  ~rns therein pro- 
vided that a boanl of trustees sl~ould be cliosen bJ' 
the fimt city coiincil as so6ii after its organization 
as sl~ould be convei~iert. RTotwithstandiig the 
efforts of the -4sswintion, diicli made the promo- 
tion of this educatioeal scheme one of its especial 
objects, no furll~er municipal action was taken 
uutil June 1, 1S72, ahell it was voted tl~at a room 
be fortliwitl~ prelmrcd for a libnrj. October %l, 
a board of i~ilrc trustees was appointed. Mr. 
Isanc Pitman coiiaentid to becoine tlie nominal 
lien11 of the libnr!- duriag its formatior, mid Mid 
Harriet .I. Adam was cl~ose~i assistant l i h r i a i .  
The first pnrcliase of books was made in NarcL, 
1S7:3, a i d  the l i b n r ~  uns openet1 to tlie public iii 
May with a collc.ction of niorc tl~aii two tliousand 
rolumes. Tl~e circul;~tion for tlie first g a r  r a a  
24,693. In  1978 it l~ad bccomc 61,076, aud the 
nulnkr of volume had incmsed to 7,441. Tile 
total number of borrowers rcb+tercd silice the 
opening \vas 7,7AO. 011e ronm si~Hiced for the uses 
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of the libmy until 1876, when a smaller one KRJ 
added, with a reading-table supplied with twenty- 
fire newspapers and periodicals. The libnry is 
open six lroun daily. \\'hen tlie institution was 
in successful opention, Mr. l'itmn resigned, and 
Miss Adams was promoted to the position to which 
she has been annually re-ebtecl. 
W. H. Furber, who llnd held the position of 

ddermml since the formation of the city, wns elected 
mayor in 1875. 
This admir~istration completed the widening of 

Highland Avenue and Milk Street, and many mens- 
ures begun by their predecessors. I t  continued 
the generous line of improvements deemed n& 
ary in view of the incrensing populati~n and 
vduation of tlie city. 

April 4, 1874, the West Somerville Congrega- 
tional Church was formed, under the, au~pices of 
the Home JIksionary Society, and the miuigtmtion 
of Rev. Charles Jfills. The present house of wor- 

e ship was dedicated December 3,'1$76. Rev. &rt 
Bryant is the p p e n t  pastor. . ' - 

June 22, 1874, tlle ~road&a~-l~&tl iodist  'E$S 
copal Church \\'as formed throujgli the labors of 
3. Benson Hamilton, of ,the Flint Street soc ie t~  In  
November the new congregatio~l first occupied* its 
present house of worship, the &try of 'Q confem- 
plated edifice. 

I n  the spring of 1874 the Prospect IIill Cdn- 
gregational Church had its beginning at the house 
of M. P. Elliot. -1 Sabbath sqli~ol wai soon after: 
wards gathered, and the churJl.drSadzed Decem- 
ber 20. The following year the' p-lit pnstor, 
Rev. A. E. Winship, was installed. Service5 kcre 
held in the "Hill" building until October 19,1876, 
when the present church edifice was dedidted. 
An act having been from the legislature 

for the establishment of a public park, the city 
council voted to accept it, and immediately bepn 
the purchase of an area of low Lnd ljing between 
Mount Beuedict and Winter Hill, thinly settled and 
undesirable for dwellings; for tht site 6f the pro- 
posed improvenient. Tlie construction continued 
daring the follo\ring two years, when on June 17, 
1876, it was appropriatel~ dedicated. The cost of 
construction was S 219,993.20. 

In 1875 Mr. Furber received the indorsement 
of the citizens bv n hearty re-election, and con- 
tinued the snme diligent oversight of the public 
interests which had chancterized his first term of 
dm. As tile yean 1674 and 1875 were the ones 
of greatest inflation arid speculation, particularly 

in the matter of real estate, there uas in the com- 
munity a wide-spread nnd clmorous demand for 
extensive and somewhat unreatwnable public im- 
provements, i~nolviug large expenditures of money, 
and it b e m e  exceedingly difficult to be abic to 
define the proper official course to pursue between 
the idea-of prudence on the one lnnd and obedience 
to the popular will on t l ~ c  other. During these 
years the police court building was constructed, 
Broadway was widened and gnded, aud improve- 
ments in the various departments of the city con- 
tinued. Austin Belkinp served as mayor during 
the pears 1876-77, being succeeded by George A. 
Bruce, the present incumbent. 
. In  accordance wit11 an act of ltrgi,plature in 1875, 
to regulate municipl iadebtedness, a board of com- 
missioners of the sinking-fuads was appointed to 
manage sums annually set a p r t  for the pajment 
of tlie various municipal loans at their maturity. 
8 144,963.85 was held by this commission Janu- 
ary 1,1879. In  1877 the houws in sixteeu streets 
were numbered. 

'The -West Somerville Baptist Church was or- 
g a n ~ &  May 13,1877. I t  sprang from the Union 
~ h & c h  formed io 1874. Rev. J. R. Haskins was 
the first, and Rev. William Lisle is the present 
pastor. . 
,*Id '1878 an mt 'of kgislatun authorizing the 

e$talj@llmcnt of board; of health in the cities 
of the commonwealth -uhs accepted by Somer- 
ville, and such a boaid organized. Accurate 
m a p  indicating the prevalence of the various con- 
tagious di- in all parts of the town have been 
prepred,' aria .hch sanitary measures have been 
taken as W O U I ~  be mo9t likely to guard against 
epide14cs. At present nearly every dwelling is 
connected with the sewerage. Prior to this year 
the selectmen and aldermen had constituted them- 
selves boards of health, but this department did not 
become a regular source of expellse to the t o m  
until 1866. - / 

Selwyn 2. Bowman, the fiwt citizen of Somerville, 
chosct~i to the national legislature, was elected to 
the Forty-Sixth Congress. 

Ur. Bowman was born in Charlestown, Map 11, 
1840. He graduated at Harvard College in 1860, 
and subsequently at the Harvard Law School. 
He was chosen the first solicitor of the city, and a 
member of the first board of trustees of tlle public 
libnry. 

Before his election to Congress he served with 
distinction in the shte house of representatives in 





the years 1870, 1871, aud 1875, and in the senate 
in 1876 and 1577. 

I 1878 tlie total valuation of the city was fixed 
at 520,070,900, a tl~ird less tlinn in 1876. The 
city debt in 1879 was 6 1,585,000. For tlie ex- 
thguid~lnent of this debt, 545,545 are raked 
anlrually by taxation, and set apart as sinking- 
funds, in accordance with the provisions of statute: 
hw. There are in tlie city twenty religious so- 
cieties and eighty-two schools. The great clues- 
tious of water and sewcrnge have been satisfactorily 
disposed of. The higlia.ays l~ave bee11 thoroqlily 
reco~utructed and are in fair conditiou, and the 
city seems to be eiiteri~~g a sea so^^ of prosperity 
unrivnlld ill her history. 

111 1867 John Abbot Lodge of F. and A. 3L. was 
instituted. It holds its meeting on the first Tues- 
day in aqc11 montl~, at JIasoiiic Hall, Union Square. 
Soley Lodge, wliicli has its time of regular corn- 
munication on the tliird hIondy of each moiit.h, 
is now working under disl~cnsation. Somerville 
h a 1  Arch Cl~apter wras constituted in 1871, nnd 
meets tlie second Tuesday iu encli month, at 31~1- 
so~iic Hall, Union Square. 

Somerville Enmmpnent, No. 1S, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellons, meets the second and 

wliich meets the second Sunday in each month 
in tlie Old Meeting-house, Webster Avenue, at 
4 P. u. 

Aniong other organizations are the Frnnklin 
Lodge, No. 41, Knights of Pjthhs, rliicli meet8 
iu PjtIiia11 Hall, Union Sq~mre, every Tuesday 
evening; E l ~ n  C'ouncil, KO. 36, of the Royal Ar- 
canuni, Tes t  Somerville, ai~icli meets the first and 
third Thud?!., i i  Amnum Hall; Somerville 
Council, KO. 6, R.. A., \vhieIi meets tlie first and 
third IVed~iesda? of each montl~; Unity Couiicil, 
KO. 59, Ii. -I., which meets ill Fntenlity Hall 
the first and tl~ird Moaday in encli 1nont11; Exeel- 
sior Couucil, KO. 8, R. h., instituted Augiwt 8, 
1877, and whicli iueets in Frnnlrli~~ Hall tlie fimt 
a t~d  third TVednedar ; nTarren Lodge, No. 89, 
which ineets every Moaday ereiiing in Odd Fellora . 

Hall, Union Square; Cameroil Lodge, No. 1,146, 
which meets in ,Ircaauni Hall, West Somerville, 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each moirth; 
Winter Hill Lodge, No. 423, wliicli meets in the 
hall, Broadway Street, ever! Tuesday evening,- 
all ?.Uiigh(s of Honor; and tlie TITillard C. Kinslq 
encampment, Post 139, G n l ~ d  Army of tlie Repub- 
lic, wl~icl~ meets at Police Station Hall on every 
Monday evening. 

fourth Dhday  of me1 montl~. Oasis Lodge, 1 The Powder-Honre. - Tld. venerable structure, 
Eo. 146, nu instituted September 17, 1868, mid / associated equally with tlie appliances of war ud 
meets every Thursday evening, at. Odd Fellows 
Hall, Union Square. Paul Revere Lodge, KO. 
134, ms institutrd 1Iarcli 16, 1S78, aiid meets 

tlie occupt io~~s  of peace, was erected ill the first 
quarter of the eigliteeuth century, and for several 
years \ras a ~vindtuill, to nhic11 the settlers for 

every Tuesday evening at Frntert~ity Hall, Broad- many miles arouiid brougl~t tlieir corn to be 
m y .  Ivaloo Lodge, KO. 7, Daugl~ters of Rebelah, 
meets the second Friday in each moiitl~. The i l k -  

stallation of officers occurs the second Friday in 
January. 

Tliere are six temperance orp~iizations in Som- 
emille : The llrelcome Iiome Lodge, Xo. 71, 111- 

dependent Ordcr of Good Templam, i~~stituted 
June 29, 1877, nuid \vhicIi meets at 18  Summer 
Street; the Bilnner Division, So.  G3, Sons of 
Temperaace, which ~ncrts every Thurs&y eve~~ing 
a t  Bacon Hall, U~iion Scluare ; the C'hrendoi~ 
DivLion, So.  85, Sons of Temperance, a l ~ i c l ~  
meets at Chrendoii Hiill, MTest So~ner~illc, every 
Jlouday evening ; St. P;~ul Te~nplc of IIonor, 
Xo. 41, wluch meets in I n c l e p ~ ~ d c ~ ~ r c  Hall, Reed's 
Coruer, Charlcstown, every IYcducwlay evening; 
the Woman's Cliristinn Tv~npcrance Uuiot~, organ- 
i d  April 26, 1876, whic11 meets at Associate 
HaU, Union Square, every Wednesday at 8 P. w ; 
and the St. Joseph's Total Ahti~~etrce Society, 

I ground. 
For some taenty gears before the Revolution, 

aud till 1522, it was hi use ns a public store-liouae 
for powder. Again becoming private property, it 
lias since remailled idle, resting on tlie disti~iction 
of being tlie o~ily ancient ruin in ~ossaclinsetts. 

Standing on all eminence, formerly callcd Quarry 
IIill, ~vitli its rouncl tower surmounted by a couiaal 
ctp, it is a conspicuous object for miles iu many 
directions. 

I t  is built of slate-stone, sucli as occurs in the 
neigllboritig quarry. There are tl~rec stories, di- 
vicled by 11eavj floors, and supported by large oaken 
joists. 111 Iieigl~t it is 11earl.v forty feet, n11c1 ~ i im-  
teen feet ill diameter. The walls oretro and r 11alf 
feet in tliicknes at ?IIC b;lr;c. Tl~e cloor was for- 
merly on tlie south\vest side, tile prese~it eiitnnce, 
011 t l~e  northeast, being of moclen~ origin. Theage 
of the old mill is not now accurately known, but 
records exist nlich fix the time of its erection 



between the p a n  1703 m d  1780, and ~nnlte i t  
probable the former date is nearer the true one. 
In 1703- 4 tell acres, so clmribd as to malie it 

. dear that the land 011 aliicli the ruiii now stands 
was indicated, were decded by Jonathan Fo9kct to 
Jolin jfallet, n Frencli Huguci~ot. From the fnct 
of there being no me~itio~i of building upon the 
ppe r ty ,  and from its being desibpated inerely as 

part of the stinted piuture '' uear the quarries; 
the deduction is made that the tower mas not in 
esiatence at tllnt time. 

John Mallet a i d  i 1722, uid by 1Js rill, 
dated August 30, 1790, wl~erein lie bequeaths 
balf of lii.9 grist-mill to each of liis sons, Andrew 
and Lewis, it is sliown to have been tlieii iu active 
operation. Andrew bougl~t his brotlier's prt in 
1753, and continued in possession of the property 
till his death in 1744. 

Thm years later the structure, with a quarter 
. of m acre of lnnd around it, and the right of \ray 
to and from tlie county m d ,  was sold by Isanc, 
son of Andrew, to the proviuce of IIa.whusetts, 
for 8c&S?60 in bills of public credit on the prov- 
ince of the old tenor." I t  had then ceased to be 
uaed for its original purpose, as i t  is spoken of 
in the deed as the sto~ie edifice formerly a wind- 
mill. I t  was theii remodelled iut0.a magazine for 
holding the powder of the provinoe and of the 
towlls. 
..It was used for this purpose by the American 

f i k s  during the siege of Boston, and by the State 
of Massachusetts till 1828, a few years after the 
magazine at Cambridgeport was completed. 

The Powder-House is connected with one of the 
opening scents of the Revolution, wliidi led to the 
&st armed gathering of the yeomanry of lliddlesex. 

In the summer of 1774 the colonists, appre- 
knsive of the comiug conflict, gradually withdrew 
the poader belonging to the towns. Governor 
Gage, beiug informed of tliis action, resolved to 
anre the remainder. Accodingly, at sunrise, Sep- 
tember 1, Lieutenant-Colonel llnddison, with two 
hnndred and sixty men, embarked ill thirteen bonts 
from- Long \\%art, and n-as rowed to Ten Hills 
Fum, where 11e landed. One detnchment mnrched 
to Cambridge, where it seized two cnnaon ; another 
proceeded to tlie Yo~rder-House, aiid removed to 
their b a t s  the two hundred and fifty half-hrrels 
of powder there remainitig, \rhe~ice it mas cnmed 
to Cnstle TTillinm in Boston Harbor. 

. The old Powder-House psaed illto tlie hands of 
tlm heirs of tlie late Mr. Xnthnn Tufts, of Chnrles- 

tom, in 1SY6, and llns since remained in ps- 
sion of the family. 

Tie JfcLmn dayln~.  - The UcLeau Asylum 
for tlie Insane is located in Somewille, on an emi- 
uence liuomi during the Revolution and earlier a s  
Cobble IIiII, mentioned in tliis sketcli. It is o 
brnncli of tl~c Jlassacliusetts Genernl Hospital, a d ,  
l i b  its sister chnrity, was erected by the united 
libemlity of the com~nonwmltl~ and of private in- 
dividuuls. The iiewly formal corporation pur- 
chnsed tlie residence and grounds of Joseph Bnrpll 
for tlie establkliment of their aqlum. ~ l i c '  lot 
procured was five Iiuuadred feet wide by sirteeti 
hundred feet deep, and ertciided to tlie water. The 
mausion-houx \ n s  occupied by the ufficm of tbe 
i~utitution, and two buildings were erected on 
either side of it, eilcli adapted for thirty patients. 

Dr. Rufus M'ynnn \ms cliosen tlie first physi- 
cian n~rd superintende~it, Jfarcl~ 23, 1818, and in 
tlie following autumn, after visiting Philadelphia 
and New Yorli to emmine tlie only lunatic liospi- 
h ls  the11 existing in tlie country, elitered upoii liis 
duties. Difficulties incident to tlie opening of a 
new cllarity beset liim on every side. ' The build- 
ings had been constructed witli nu imperfect knowl- 
edge of the requiremeiits of such ail institution, and 
mnuy alterations were necessary to adapt tliem to 
the style of treatment proposed by Dr. JVyman, - 
a treatment requiri~ig more minute classification, 
allowing greater freedom to t h  pntients? and de- 
manding more moral ngencies than had been hem- 
tofore customnry in similar iiistitutions. 

The first patient was admitted October 6, 1318. 
His htlier believed 11e was possessed of a devil, 
and said that aliipping Iiad been one of tlie reme. 
dial agents employed upon him. Thirteen patients 
entered before the close of tlie year. 

In 1819 Samuel Eliot donated $20,000 to the 
Asylum. Each year brouslit an increasing number 
of patients, e-specially of males, and it became ncces- 
snry to enlarge the accommodntions in this depart- 
ment. Consequently in 1836 an extensive wing 
surmounted by a dome was joined to the mala 
wards. During tliis year the institution took the 
llame of JIcLena As!.lum, in lionor of Jolin hiclean, 
who n few years previous had made to tlte institu- 
tion a donntion of 526,000, and tlie residue of his 
property after tlie payment of certain bequests, - 
n sum estimated at the time nt 890,000. I n  1830 
Joseph Lee, recognizing tlie usefulness of this 
brancli of tlie hospital, nud grateful for the oppor- 
tunities it had offered for the care of his deed 
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of putting in operation needed mechanicnl appli- 
ances. He early gave attention to  tlie heating and 
ventilating of the buildings, and devised wood- 
burning fiirnnces, by which tlie desired tern pemture 
was obtained from small volumes of llighly lieated 
air. His plnn wvas put in successful opmtion, nnd 
ras shortly afterwards used in the Capitol at W;rsl~. 
ingtoh. To good natun~l endowments Dr. Wynnn 
had added an acndemic education, a trniniug of 
many pars in tile general i~nctice of his profession, 
and' a judgment formed from a close and varied 
acquaintmice with other minds ; and at the begin- 
~ i u g  of his connection with the Asylum .his -life 
Imd been matured by the cxperieiice of forty years. 
To his wisdom and skill he united utiwvearied de- 
votion to all the interests and requirements of the 
institution, and a fidelity ~shicli extended to tile 
lesser as d l  as to the greater and niore slio~ry duties 
of his station. For fourteen Fears, or till his healtli 
broke down, he had beeti abse~it but five nights 
from his charge. He mas averse to ostentation, 
and t o  such.a degree that it is doubtful wlietl~er he 
gave due publicity to tlie results of his experience, 
whicli might lmve strengtheued the llands of others 
about elitering this field of labor, aiid served to 
.increase tlie reputation and usefuh~ess of the insti- 
tution. Chief among liis attributes mas a sterling 
integrity and a moral grandeur before wvhicl~ the 
charges and assaults to wliiclt such iustitutioi~s are 
h e r  unavoidably liable fell harmless. m e  snme 
qualities wl~ich enabled him to proceed patiently 
day by clay, laying tlie fouiidations of nu intelligelit 
and humane treatment of lunnep in Sew Ellgland, 
that did not prinit him to build or alter nitliout n 
rise forethougld, or to act nitliout a well-mntured 
and, as experience lias shown, g e ~ i e ~ ~ l l y  a just rea- 

-mn, will presenre liis name fresh iu tlie list of those 
r h o  b v e  rendered in\.nluable services for tlie 
melioratiol~ of tlie insane in this cowltry. 

Ou the retirement of Dr. I\'vmnau, Dr. Phinms 
(3. Lee, wlio had been tlie assistant for a year, wsas 
elected to the superintendency, and at once beg11 
a codm of treatmcnt in some respects opposite 

' to that previously pursued. Dr. 1V)-mnn llnd re- 
gaded illsanity as an inflammation. Dr. Lee believed 
it tb be an irritation, and curable in ail cases. He 
brougl~t into greater prominence the moral agencies 
begun by hi3 predecessor. Idleaess \rlu deemed a 
great evil, and all 'tlie in~nntes were sougl~t to be 
provided writ11 somc oecu~~tion,  if not of a useful, 
theu of a dit-erting, nature. All t l~e  lirio~m \ran- 
eties of ainuse~nelit were adopted, wluch sliould 

effectually shut out all tnins of diseased thought. 
I n  the .midst ,of this esperiment Dr. Lee died. 
Although the i~~dulgerice ir\ mtionnl amusements 
and the establishment of cheerfid surroyndings 
are relied u~mr at the present bqy.ns tlie clJef items 
of treatmcnt, under tlie light of. added experi- 
elice it is doubtful wlietl~er t k  extreme wensures 
adopted by Dr. Lee could have lyeq long carried 
out unmodified. 

Dr. Lee was born in New Britnin, Connecticut, 
in 1803.. After a service u~ider Dr. Todd a t  ,the 
retreat at Hartford, in 1834 he became tlle askst- 
ant of Dr. IVyman, and at the expirntion of a 
faithful and active service of twro years at'the Asy- 
llun 11e yielded his life in t b  midst of his cllosen 
work, dying October 29, 1830, of nen-o& exham- 
tioii bropglit' on by liis constant and fatiguing 
labors. Dr. Lee was of a cl~eerful temperament, 
devoted and e~ithusiaetic iu tlie pursuit of .his call- 
ing, arid possessecl a wonderful control over his 
ptients. .The pority of liis character and the 
stren$ll and fervor of his religious corivictions 
endeared liim to his many friends, and tlie energy 
and skill displnyed in tlie care for his unfortunate 
ellarge made his decease - at the early age of 
twenty-eight - an event u~iiversally to be deplored 
by the friends of the institutioli. Under the di- 
rection of Dr. Lee one llundred and eiglltj-nine 
patients were received. 

Dr. Lutlier V. Bell, of Derry, New Hampshire, 
was elected 11is successor in December, 1836, and 
pursued nitli some modifications tlis treatmeut of 

- liis predecessor; 111 1836 tbe grousds upere enlarged 
by tlie additio~i of six acres, and work was b e p n  
to extend tlie feinale wing by a similar addition to 
that upon tlie east side. Tlie new wards, com- 
pleted in 1838, were erected nitli tlie mouey of 
Miss Belknap, and prlxtuntecl' the memory of this 
beuefactress. . k ~  1851 Cochitute water was in- 
troduced into the Asylum aloug the line of the 
Lowell Roilrond. hi 1850 \Fi.lkm Appleton 
donated 320,000 for tlie erectiau of two buildi~igs 
for the accomm~lation of a class of patients who 
had been accustomed to a more luxnrious style.of 
living than could be funiisl~ed in the older nprt-  
meuts. During tlie administration of Dr. Bell 
the class of occupnts at tlie Asylum gradually be- 
came cliaaged, by tlie tacit demand of tlie public, 
for mi institution Inore prticularly 'devoted to the 
care of tI1~ aealtliier class. Tlris change had come 
about llnturally by tlie more pnernl provisio~l for the 
iswac! mnde by tlie erectio~~ of state institutiolv. 



Dr. Bell resigned h 1856, after r service of n i ~ l e  
teen years, leaving t l~e  i~istitutio~~ ill a I~igllly pros- 
perous condition. Twenty-five llundred patiejlts 
had been admitted under his cl~arge. The number 
of institutions for the i11sa11e had increased in these 
t a d  decades from half a dozen to more than forty. 
Dr. Bell left the IfcLenn Asylum standing in tile 
front rank of tliese curative establislrments, alld 
enjoying tlie co~~fidence of tlre community to a rare 
degree. No great change liad been adopted ill the 
medicinal means, but the agents of morn1 t ra t -  
ment, so called, liad become more perfect, alld 
many experiments and means of treatment ]lad 
bee11 tried, to be accepted or discarded as expe- 
rience directed. Important improvements in veil- 

tihtion and warming liad been devied. Some 
phases of disease liitl~erto undescribed had beell 
detected, a11 of wl~icli added not a little to the 
stock d lieorledge iu this specialty, and eshb- 
lislied for their autlior a world-wide reputation. 

For twenty years Dr. Luther V. Bell was a citi- 
zen of tliis city, and during his residence as phy- 
sician a11d superi~~tendent of the JIcLean Asjlum, 
ide~~tified himself with tlie interests of tlie tow11 
and its inhabitants, ns he did 1tit11 the larger in- 
terests of tlie commu~~ity ill all public questions 
and in matters l~rtainilig to liis special vocation. 

His reports as cl~airman of the school committee 
for the years 1845 -46 and 1S4G -47 are uli- 
usually long and minute, slid show an earnest and 
jealous regard for tlie ~velfare of our schools, atid 
n warm desire that they sl~ould attain that excel- 
ler~ce for which they have beeu in later years con- 
spicuous. 

J,utlier V. Bell was born in Fnncistorn, Kesv 
Rampliire, December 20, 1XOG. His ancestors, 
of Seotcll-Irid stock, sere among tlie earliest set- 

- tlers of R'ew IIaml~liire, n~id tlie name of Bell Ims 
been ill conti~~ual promine~ice in the nn~~als of the 
state. Tlie subject of this sketch - son of one 
governor, nepl~ew of aaotlier, the brotlier of a sen- 
ator a11(1 a cliief justice -was gndiinted at Bow- 
doill College ia 1H2:3, nnd at tlie Jledical School at 
IIar~over tliree years Inter, wl~ile still ill his minor- 
ity, He began the practice of medicine in Derrj 
iu 1831, ~narried in 18.34; anl~cl conti~~uml in the 
genernl practice of his profession till he was ~ l l e J  
to the specinl service to wliicl~ lie p v e  the best 
years of his life. 

k o m i ~ ~ g  interested in the project of providi~~g 
public nccom~nodatioas for the inurn, 11e allowed 
himself to be elected to tlie state leb~sl;~ture for tile 

furthemnee of this object, and in 1837, while thus 
engaged in liis legislative duties, received a call to 
undcrtalce the soperintendence of the ddest and 
most prosperous iustitution for tlre insane in New 
E~~glnnd, - tlie I I c k a ~ i  Asylum, where for nearly 
twenty years he was promi~iently before the eyes 
of tlie tonli, the state, and the country. 

He was for five years president and a leading 
spirit of tlie Association of Superi~~tenderits of . 
North American Listitutions for tlie Insane. I n  
1857 11e was elected presiclent of the Nassachusetts 
Medical Society. In 1850 lie was a member of the 
gorenlorJs council. 

Resigning the superintendency of the As~lum in 
1856, not old in years, but in delicate health, ly 
returned to private life, firing his residence in 
Chnrleston~. But, iu~portmit atid useful as his 
life hnd beer, it was not desti~led to go out witl~ont 
a further n~ld croa~iing service. At tlie begin- 
ning of the Rebellion he promptly respo~~ded to the 
call of 11is country ; was cooiinissioned surgeon of 
tlie l l t l i  Jlassachusetts Regiment, Juue 10, 1861, 
made brigadier-surgeon in August, and ,medical 
director of division wlien Hooker became major- 
ge~ienl. IIe was in the pith of promotio~l to still 
higher fields of usefulness, ~vhc~i, at Camp Baker, 
near Hucld's Ferry, lie was stricken domi with 
pcricarditis, which tcrmiunted fatally on the sev- 
entli day,-February 11, 1868. 

Dr. Bell acliieved his greatest sngess in the 
trpecialty whicli aas tile pri~icipl occupation of hi8 
Ilfe, a~id up11 tlie full a~ id  able prforma~ice of the 
various duties incident to the many branclles of 
this calling liis most mdllring reputation Kill u p  
cloubtetlly rest. Il'liea he assumed c4;rrge of the 
>IcLena Asylum tliere were not more tlia~i half a 
dozen such i~lstitutions in the country, n~id lie was 
frequently called ulmn to give the rid of liis ex- 
perience in t l~e  construction of new hospitnls. The 
syetem of morn1 trent~ne~it of the insane was rec- 
ogaized at tliis time, but tlie means for accom- 
plislii~~g this end were far from being perfect, aud 
it was under the aclmi~ristrntio~i of Dr. Dell that 
man!. of the appliances and adjuncts for carrying 
out this I~igl~er treatment were adopted. B la~~y  
experiments aere tried, some of wliicll were abi~n- 
dolled, otl~ers co~ i t i~~ued  ,111 the results of llis nine- 
teen ynrs' eslxrie~~ce were sivcu to tlre public in 
an intemtiag and elaborate series of r ~ ~ n u a l  re- 
ports, wl~icl~ did much to i~~crease the efficier~cy of 
similar institutions in the cou~rtry, and to mnintain 
aud ndva~tce tlie rel~utirtiuu of that which he tad 



in charge.' Dr. Bell kad a taste for the legal aspects 
of insauity, and his full learning, his ready and 
ruggestive memory and self-command, fitted him 
for medico-legal duties. For twenty-five ymrs Ile 
war constantly before the courts as nil expert in 
the vexed questions pertaining to his calling. No 
mm had performed these duties oftener, more con- 
eientiously, or with a higher degree of success. 
As B writer, Dr. Bell excelled ; but he left few 
p d u c t s  of his pen behind him. Essays on the 
external exploration of disease, on small-pox, and 
on a vegetable diet, his asylum reports, a work on 
ve~ltiltion, a eulogy on President Taylor, and an 
exlmustive and very able opinion on the Yarrisll 
Will case constitute nearly all of his literary re- 
mains. But his life was spent as an observer, 
d tlie results of his experience were imparted 
more frequently by speaking tl~au by writing. 

Dr. Bell possessed considerable skill and interest 
it1 meclu~!ical arts. l'he exterior of the Unitarian 
Cllurch u-as modelled after his plans. h machine 
for t l ~ e  mauufacture pf flax has been hi successful 
ase abrond. He claimed to have bee11 the first to 
md communiqtion over the telegraphic wire, and 
petitioned Congress for remune~tion. Having an 
even temperament, he had disciplined himself to 
bear with dignity the petty aunoyances of his sta- 
tiou, and the aspersions of the malevolent. His 
clraracter and life were pure a id  simple. Though 
a mtmber of no religious sect, he had cleel~ly pon- 
dered the Scriptures, and in life and death was a 
consistent Christian man. 

March 16, 1856, Dr. Channcy Booth, who had 
been assistant physicia~~ for thirteen years, was 
elected pl~ysician and superintendent; but lie lived 
to make but one report, nhd to occupy the position 
a little less than two years. He died, in the midst 
d much promise, January, 1858. No important 
changes were made in this period. Dr. Booth was 
born in Coventry, Cbunecticut, in 1816. After a 
resideuce of two years n t  A~nlierst College, lie be- 
gall in 1837 the study of medicine with his uncle, 
Dr. W. 11. Bockwell, who h d  just assumed the 
charge of the newly opened Fermont A s ~ l u ~ n  for 
the fusane at Brattleboro'. %king Ilis medical 
degree at Pittsfield, lie aas elected assistant at 
Bmttleboro', and in 1840 \\xs cliosen to the same 
position at the new Hospital for tlie Insane at 
Augusta, Jlaine, wl~ere he remaitled till his elec- 
tion to the 1 I c I ~ n n  Asylum, two years later. Dr. 
Booth possessed an unusunl faculty for deal i~~g / 
with the inwe,  n11d SO closely itleutilid himself , 

r i t h  his charge as universally gain their mu- 
fidence nnd love. His death occurred at the b y -  
lum, January 12, 1859. 

Dr. Jolin E. Tyler PFR~ elected superintqndcpt 
February 12, 1869, and' coutinued in office till iU 
h d t l i  compelled him to resig, February 17,187 1. 
During this period two m&l buildings aere 
erected for the more violeut insane, and tlrc estate 
was extended by the pu rc lw  of five acres of land. 
The library for the use of the pntieuts was largely 

, iucreased, grater  opportunities for amusement and 
for exercise aere otfmrl, and the Asylum, then 3s 
now, frequently enjoyed the ptyformancea ancl 
works of artists in the various bnurcha of art d 
music. 

Jolin E. Tyler was born in Boston, December 9, 
1810. hfter leaving scllool IE entered u n a 
business life, which lle sllortly after abnn E ned 
to fit l~imself for a professio~ Gnduatiug at 
Dnrtmoutli in 185.2, 11e soon turned. to the study 
of medicine, and took his degree at the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1846. He estrrblisbed himself 
in Salmon Falls, New Hamphire, \rl~ere b ymc- 
ti& his professio~~ six years. D u r i ~ ~ g  t11is period 
he represented the tow11 in the legislature two 
terms. Tile position of superintendei~t of the New 
Hampshire Asglu~n for the Insane b e i ~ ~ g  vacant, 
he received the appint~nent October 15, 1852. 

: ~ e k  he remailled five years, radically i~nproving 
the condition of the insane in tl~at state. When 
about to return to geneml practice, he was elected 
physician and superintendent of the McLean Asy- 
lum. Reigning, with slinttered health, after a 
service of thirteen yenrs, lie retired t'o the privab 
practice of llis specilllty in tlie city of his birth. 
He held a professorship ia the Hanvard Medical 
School, and continued to be frecluently called ill 
co~multation and in courts till his death, April, 
1878. Dr. Tyler was a man of uucolnlnon energy 
and personal power. Ile not ouly Lad an unusunl 
persoin1 magnetism in dealing rith patients, but, 
possessed tlie faculty of giliniug tlie confidence of 
their friends and tlre public at lnrge more gal- 
emlly tlian is wont to fall to the lot of llospibl 
directors. 

Early in the admi~~istration of Dr. Tyler the 
as~lum wns deprived of the services of its steward 
ant1 matron for thirty years, -Mr. nud Mrs. Cd- 
lumbus 'Qler. Tlie fact that they are still living 
in their adopted city deters t l~e  writer from ofer- 
ing that tribute to the recognized fitlelity alld wis- 
dom ritli which they co~~ducted the uflain of tile 



institution daring so many pears, nnd which such 
important services demand. Suffice it to that 
the m d s  of the trustees sl~ow frequent evidence 
that  to their devoted work the success and standing 
of the Aqltlln in no slight degree belong. 

By tlre simultaneous retirement of Dr. T ~ l e r  and 
the first assista~~t, Dr. J. H. Whittemore, the mml- 
wment devolved on Dr. George F. Jelly, who was 
cliosen superit~tetdent October 13, 1871. Dr. 
Jelly reigned June 1, 1878, after an administra- 
tion of even years, in wl~iclr the As~lum continued 
prosperous. No particular chnnges were made in 
the methods of tmtment during this period, but 
the agencies 'for monl treatmmt have been con- 
stantly extended, rendering the institution more 
home-like in its chnncter. 

Dr. Jelly was born in Salem, in 1842, graduated 
at l3ron-n University in 1S64, a ~ ~ d  took the dcgree 
of If. D. at the Hanvid 3Icdial School in 1868. 
Establisl~ing himself in general practice in Spring- 
field, he relnainecl in that city fifteen inonths, till 11is 
appointment to the A,sjlum. T l~e  present super- 
intendent is Dr. Cowles. 

Tie Urunliwe Co~rreizl. - Ploughed Hill lost its 
BPvolutionary title and rested in obscurity until the 
erection upon it of the Ursuline Convent, the dc- 
struction of whic11 by a mob iu 1834 was a notable 

1 

event. 
The order of St. Uwula was established in 1536, 

to give relief tq the sick, and to educate gntui- 
tously female youth; and the importance of its work 
was so fully appreciated that it escaped the perse- 
cutions to which monastic institutions were oftell 
subjected in Europe. After a time the vocation 
of the order 7 ~ 3 9  confined to its second object, - 
the education of female jouth ; and as seminaries 
of learning the convents became established in 
America. 

In  1820 such an institution r a s  founded in nos- 
ton, r l ~ d  six pears Inter it was removed to IIount 
Benedict. The farm-liouse of Arnoltl Cook ans 
fitted up for the scllool in 1826, while a more con- 
venient and commoclious structure was in process 
of erection. Tl~e  following pear t l~e  convent was 
r e q d ~  for occupancy. I t  was a four-stor? build- 
ing, eight. feet in lengtl~, facing towards the enst, 
erected upon the summit of the I~ill ; a long flight 
of'steps led up to i t  from the street. Two large 
wings were added on the rest side in IS;?$). Alto- 
geher it was the most imposing structure of its 
kind in Rew England. 

Tlle gmui~& were laid out ia a tasteful and attrac- 

tive manner. The southern slope u-as mnged in 
three terraces, on wl~ich were reared vines, trees, 
nnd shrubs. A drive-\\9r, shaded by handsome 
trees, led up in a diagonal direction from the muth- 
east corner of the enclosure, and wound round rr 
circular flower-bed in front of the house. The 
bishop's lodge and the stable were aLw upon 
the southern slope. On the northern face 'of the 
hill was gmss-land, a vegetable garden, and an 
orchard. 

Here, then, on a benutiful eminence, with a 
varied and delightful prospect extending for miles 
on every side, ainong a people belie\$ to be as 
i~~telligent and oderlp as any in tlie world, t l~ is  
little community of ~ r su l ine  nuns begall their work 
of instructing female youth, dmnir mostly from 
the respected and waltlly Protestant familiei of 
the vicinity. 

For seven pears the institution flourished, and 
doubtless would 1~9r.e continued in existence till !Ire 
present time hacl i t  not been for the combination , 

of events to be described. 
Altl~ougl~ tlie wenltl~ier and more intelligent 

classes in Boston and vicinity were in the main 
toleml~t of the convent, and believed that it carried 
out lio~~estly and faitlifully tlie objects it professed, 
the larger portion of t l~e  communily, partly from 
inlierited prejudices nnd partly from the direction 
give11 to tl~ougl~t by the pulpit, looked upon the 
system of convent edumtios with jeaiousy slid dis- 
trust, as tel~ding towards the subversion of our ill- 
stitutians. h l  events conspired to fan tile flnme, 
of pol~ular feeling, till at last i t  broke forth illto ' 
not and sacrilege. Tlie first of these erelrts waa 
tlie retirement of Bliss Rebecca T. Reed from her 
novitiate, and a subskqueat accou~it of her life at , 
the convent. 

Bliss Reed was a young roman of a respectable 
Protestant family dwelling in this town. Her 
parents had been possessed of some property, but' 
at tliis time were in straitened circumstances. 
IThile at scliool Bliss Reed witnessed the com- 
munity come out from Boston m d  take possession 
of tl~eir new quarters, and her curiosit? was &ma- 
latetl to make inquiries about their objects and 
mode of life. The more she ~ c ~ n i e d  of their seclu- ' 
siou atld l~oly living, tlie more she became dnwn. 
townnls a cloister life. Slie communicated her 
wisl~es to the suprior and the bisl~op, and after 
conversatio~~ wit11 tl~rm, and fi~rtl~er consideration, 
n g i t i ~ t   he wisi~es of her parents slle entered the 
convent, with tilt! intention of becaming a nun lu~d 
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an instmctms, after a suitable period of prepnra- 
tion arid triaL But the briglit visions of convent 
l i e  wliich tliis highly imaginative ~ o u n g  girl I d  
m j u d  up were destined to be dissipated in a 
few brief months. The picture of a dmmy and 
perhap indolent seclusion, rind the fnscinntion of a 
mgsterio~is worship, gilve y to the homely nnd 
sober routine of cluties with each hour approprinte 
to its own spccial work or \vod~ip. 'Ib endure 
the lmrd oouch, the phi11 fnm, the ezncting pen- 
ances, she realized that one must clnn from deeper 
fountains of relidious faith and love than she pos- 
sessed. 

She molved to return to tlie world, and that she 
miglit not be lli~ldered in her reqolution by pliysicnl 
restraint or by mom1 sunsion, her departure took 
Ule form of an escape, and scaling tlie fence, she 
presented herself faint a i~d  blmling at the llouse 
of Mr. Kidder, keeper of the toll-gate. She stated 
that she was tired of convent life, had mistaken 
her vocation, and desired to return to her family, 
friends, and early religion. The story of lier life 
during the months of her secl~ision s a s  not given 

A Mr. and 3 1 ~ .  nuney came in, and at her reqnest 
took her to \Vest Cambridge, to the pnmnts oi n 
former pupil at the s c l ~ ~ l .  In nll her coriversation' 
ni~d mnnnncr she displa~ed no signs of insanity wlmt-' 
ever. T l~e  bisho,~ rncl superior were &&ihted 
with her wl~embonts, nncl riding out to 1% 
Cambridge succeetl&l in persuading her ' to retire 
to the institution again, wit11 tlie understanding 
that she sllould return to the world at any time. 
She nsked the Cutters ant1 RUIICFS to visit her, and 
if slic did not n p p r  in ten dnys, she requested 
them to go to the convent and lrnve an inter- 
view witli her. At her non-nppenrance nt the 
specified time, this q u e s t  was fulfilled; but the 
callers were told thnt Miss tinrriron was sick nnd 
had no desire to .see them, wns perfectly mtisUed 
with her present life, and wished to kmain an in- 
mate of the i~~stitution. The report tlmt a nun, 
declared to be in soued mied, had escaped from 
tlie nunnery, urn induced to retuni temporarily, 
but \ms iiot afternods see11 by the public, and had 
not left, acted like tiader up011 the inflammable 
state of mind in tile community. 

to the public, but only rellarsed to a few partioular Reports were circulated that a nun was impris- I 
friends, and the account committed to paper lay in I O I I ~  agninst her will, and that there were uiider- 
manuscript till after the burning of the institution, 
rhiai in justification to JIiss Reed it wns thought 
advisable that i t  should be publidid, with addi- 
tions and emendations by the authoress and lier 
fmtestant friends. I t  appeared under the title, 
Sisr 1E(Bnt/rs iu a Corraewt, and provoked a reply 
from the superior, wliich was followed by another 
pamplliet entitled, d Styp/ernenC lo S i t  dlouiha 
ir a Convenl. The escape of Niss Reed llod long 
oeased to agitate the public, when another event 
took place which must be regrded ns the exciting 
cause of the destruction of the cot~vent. 

Miss Harrison, or Mary Jol111, hsd bee11 an inmnte 
of the institutio~i for several years, and was a teacher 
of music. Wlletlier slle imagined herself unnble 
to fulfil conscie~~tiously the exactions of a monastic 
life at a tirpe d ien  body.nnd mind were fatigued 
by her exertions in prepnring for Coronation day, 
or wl~tlier she chose to leave the institution from 
other motives, r i l l  probably lierer be known. nut 
on tlie afternoon of July 29, 1934, shortly before 
& would have held lier recitation, she left the 
grounds in an irregular manner, and sougl~t ad- 
mission nt the l~ouse of Mr. Cutter. Sl~e thcrc 
dttioctly stated illat she was tired of l~er  secluded 
lit3 and desired never to return to it. She talked 
calmly aud ratiomlly, nud stayed until evening. 

I ground cells in the convent rvl~ere the inmates were 
immured. Two ~ O U I I ~  ladies walking about the 
grounds at this period were reported to have been 
set upon by dogs. Stories were current thd,  from 
tlie mjstery of Miss Reed's account, there were 
abuses at the convent wl~icl~ were too l~omble to 

' be divulged. 
Public indignation s p m d ;  Hand-bills were 

posted, and threats uttered which menaced the 
existence of the institution. The selectmen sought 
to allay the excite~nent, and visiting the convent, 
made a careful ernmination of the building, t l~nt  
tliey migl~t proclaim the grou~ldlessness of the 
clmqes ; but tliey were coldly received, mid de- 
In~ed in their investigation, ni~d before a public 
anaouocement was mnde of the purity of the insti- 
tution the rioters had done tlieir work, the black- 
ened memorials of \rhich exist to this day. 

On the niglit of ~lugust  11, 1S34, by dusk, 
entirely without the fo~knosledgc of the respect- 
able citizens of tlte community, little knots of men 
hegn  to gilther about tlie vicinity of the convent 
grounds. At nine o'clock the crowd had greatly 
incrensed; many were in arringeq, and the greater 
p r t  were stmngers to t b  residents, who neither 
knew \vlience they unle nor wl~nt was their pur- 
pse. Some of the crowd s h r t d  n bo~ifin just to 
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the east of. the convent, on the land of Mr. Kelly. 
T h i s .  brought the fife cornpallies f b m  Bosto~i, 
a n d  Engii~e No. 13 came up tlie convent aveilue. 
When i t  reached the buildi~lg a volley of stones 
was discha@, jells \\.ere Iieard, .and an attempt 
T F ~  made to batter don-n tlie doors. Finally, 
disregarding tlie expostulations of tlie superior 
and the feeble remo~~stnnces of tlie selectmen, an 
entrance was effected by tlie rioters, and for an 
hoar or more they mnsacked tlie premises. The 
building was examined in every part, secretaries 
and drawers were broken open and rifled, costly 
musical instrpmeiits, fur~~iture, atid books were 
thrown from the wirdoao. Tile silcAmenta1 
v e 3 , s  were taken from tlie ciborium and scat- 
&red about .the fields ; tlie cross was torn do8m 
and cast into .the hmes. All the sjmbols of war: 
ship were ' &moved and desecrated,- even the 
tomb rhicli contailled the bodies of seven1 nuns, 
who had co~~se~riited their lives to deeds of cliarity, 
mercy, and instruction, was rutlllessly elitered, and 
left open to gratify the prurient curiosity of the 
rioters. I n  tlie mealltime the friglltened inmates, 
t~umbering in the vicinity of about ten nuns 
forty-seven pupils, many of a tender age, had 
passed into tlie courtyard between the sings, and 
llad sought refuge near the tomb till they were 
taken to places of shelter. T I I ~  rioters subse- 
quently set fire to tlie bishop's lodge aal~d the other 
buildings, and did not retire from tlie vici~lity till 
daylight, when mauy of them got illto carriages 
and drove off. 
. !he d d s  of the rioters sere accomplisl~ed 

without causing a general alarm amqng tlie inl~abi- 
tants of Boston. But on the folloei~rg day great 
indigvation was manifested among the better 
c1as.w in the commu~~ity. Tlle Catholics could 
hardly be restrained from acts of retaliatioa. A 
meeting was hew in Fatieuil Hall, and addresses 

. made by pron~i~lent citizens, ~vho cot~dem~led the 
outrage in tlie strongest terms. 011 tlie 13th of the 
mo~~ t l i  Governor Davis issued a procln~nntion offer- 
i ~ ~ g  $500 reward for t l~c discovery of the perpetrn- 
@rs, and callisg up011 all classes to heal tlie wound. 
Twelve men, of various emplo.vme~its, \vlio wen. 
believed to have beell rnpiged in the riot, were-! 
arrested a~id. indicted. December 2, .Jolln R. Uuz- 
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acquitted. Notwithstanding the gewral desire 
among the better class to have tlie perpetrators 
brought to justice, hIarvin l f a r q ,  Jr., a boy of 
seventeen, \rho had been dnt\va into the affair 
purely from a lore of mischief, was alol~e cou- 
victed, a ~ ~ d  lie was aet at liberty at the expiration 
of seven months. 

Althougli endeavors hare been made, no bill 
has ever pssed the legislature indemuifjing the. 
Catl~olics for this n-a~itoa destructio~~ of their p r o p  , 

e r t ~ ,  and effaciag a black stain up011 the honor a11d 
good government of hlassachusetts. 

I t  remains to name a citizen closely and promi- 
nently identified with Somerville from the begin- 
ning of its corporate existence almost to-the present 
time, aho  has been frequently mentioned in connec- 
ti011 with tlie various enterprises for the promotion 
of public interests or the public welfare. 

George Oliver Brastow was bom in nTrentham, 
September 8, 1511. He remailled in his native 
town during his minority. After following the 
lumber business in Maine for a few years, in 1838 
he became a resident of this place, aud soon took 
en active part in the affairs of the t m .  In 
1843 he was elected one of t l~e  board of selectmen, 
and from this time till his dwth he might almo& 
constautly have been fosnd occupyi~~g some public 
station or engaged in some public enterprise for the 
welfare of t l~e  commu~~ity. He served three term8 
of ofice, aggregating eiglit !ears, - from 1844 to 
1862, - upon the sclidol committee. He was sent 
as a representative to the General Court from tliia 
district in 1849, a ~ ~ d  returned in 1850and 1851, 
and in 1854 was elected to the mate.  He wascon- . 

nected ~vitli t l~e  fire company at its formation in 
1850, and ill 1859 was one of the organizers of the 
Somerville Light I t~fan t r~ ,  and their first captain. 
He was olie of tlie charter members of John Abbot . 

Lodge of Fnmnasous, and of Somerville Itojal 
Arcli Cliapter. , . 

The outbreak of tlie war fou~td him again in 
command of t l~e  Somerville Light Infantry, and 
profkrieg his services to the governor for three 
inolitlis. Lntrr 11e \\re appointed pqmnster in the 
arm!. 111 1862 he was again elected to the lionse 
of rep~sentativc~, and npin  to tile senate in 1866 
a1111 t l~c  t!~ree succeeding jears, serving in 1868 

zell, a brick-maker, ag~inst  \vlioin the evicle~~ce was 1 as presitlent of that botly. 
stitmiqpt, was brouglit up for trial, and aItlio1ig11 IYhen tlie tit!. gciren~ment was inaupnmtecl, 
he wns gearrally believecl to have been an active 
participat, a~id is said to I~ r r e  co11fesse;ed Iiis guilt 

popular feeling was dimtcd towmd If r. Brastow 
as the most fitting person to bwome the first 

years afterwards ulma his deatll-bed, be was . major, a t~d lie was almost una~~i~nouslp elected, 
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and the following yenr re-elected. Declining 
farther service, he was elected to the goveruor's 
council for tlre Jean 1874, 1875, and 1876. At 
the time of his death, November 23, 1878, he 
was an inspeetor of the state-prison at Concord, 
d director of tlie Duxbury and Cohasset Railroad. 

It is doubtful if any man in Somerville had a 
firmer hold upon the hearts of his townsmen than 
George 0. Brastow. Tliis hold was not gained by 
the display of any mre intellectaal or moral quali- 
ties, but by liis activity in promoting the interests 
of his adopted town, liis familiar social standi~lg 
wit11 the people, his fmuk, genial nature, and liis 
self-sacrificing generosity to tlre d i c t e d  and needy 
of- every class and color. 

The intellectual qualities of Mr. Bnstow's mind 
were not, however, by; any means of a loa order, 
for he was possessed of a good naturnl ability, and 
a qind exhibiting many admirable qualities for 
the public service. To a remarknble energy and a 
capacity for work, he, united a good judgment of 
the uapts of the people and a nice discrimination 
of the tone of popular feeling, while few men couM 
mume a more iurpodng dignity on a fitting occa- 
sion; in his social intercourse with the masses he 
had 4 henrty and jovial though bluff manner. He 
was the possessor of a strong common-sense with 
a lively fund of humor and anecdote, a presence of 
mind in ally position or company, and a personal 
community with every individual with whom he 

in contact that gave him great jnflueuce in 
the councils of the state as well as of the to\m. 
Mr. Brastow is largely idehtified with the de- 

velopment of this city. He bought lands, on enter- 
ing the tom, with a view to erecting hou.& and 
speculating in m l  estate, and havirrg no continu- 
ous private business turned his attention entirely to 
measures which would develop the district. Hence 
we find him enggetl in almost every etrterprise that 
was started for tlie welfare of the community,- 
tlie establishment of cliurclies, scliools, societies, 
compa~iies. In all these diverse occupatiot~s he 
manifestecl the same enmest interest, and the same 
aptitude for tlie successful conduct of tliese con- 
cerns. 

Mr. Brastow made for himself a war record that 
was highly honorable, and nlrich clung to him 
during the remainder of his life. Soldien of hir 
command still speak of the \rrtclifuhess and a& 
tiomte care he bestowed upon his men, not only i 
the hour of engagemelit, but in tlie every-day life 
of the camp. 

Mr. Brastow's period of aervice for the public 
weal, and for institutions and measures of recog- 
nized necessity in the community, extend over a 
period of mop than thirty years, arid justly entitle 
him to be placed in the foremost rank of the bene- 
factors of Somerville; and if we regard the high 
honors accorded to him at Iris decease, we find such 
to be the expression of the popular voice, and tllat 
he was furthermore accorded a first place in th" 
hearts of his own fellow-citizens.1 

1 Dr. Rooth hrvi~~g miled for Enrope before thia article ru In 
type, the proof-rbeetr bare been carefully m d  by Mr. Chrrh, 
H. Guild, of Somewille, to whom both the author and editor am 
indehted.for valuable m g ~ t i o n r . - E n  



TOXEHAN canndt, like many 
other toms and cities, produce 

records or copies of records 
show that tlie ttlnme was 

ven in lionor and memory 
,\ of some place i the mother 

.,-; - country. Altlrougli such a 
WJ ' j)i atiitetnent hap beell made in \.- - *)--;_ 

b ~ p n e  days, tlie source whence 
4 +.'?A it enme cannot be relid upon 

as authentic. Tlie lest infor- 
I mtion obtained fires the time 

of settlement about 1615, and though no names 
can be given, it 'may be tliat r few families be- 
came residents at an earlier period. Colonial 
records'show that, on February 7, 1632, Gov- 
ernor Wiutltrop atid a pr ty  visited the southerly 
part of the town. Of this visit the following ac- 
count is given : " Tlie governor, Blr. Xowell, Mr. 
Elliott, and otlrers wetit over Ilystic River at 
Bledtord, nnd goi~ig ~iortll and l y  east among tlie 
rocks about two or three miles, they came to 
a very great pond, having in the midst an island 
of about one acre, and very thick wit11 trees of 
pine and birch, and tlie po~td llad divers small 
rocks standi~rg up here and them in it, which 
tliey therefore called S p t  Pond. Tliey went nll 
about it on tla ice. Frorn thence to\vanls the 
northwest about one half mile the! came to the 
top of a very 11igll rock, beticatlr wliicli, towards 
the north, a goodly plain, prtl! opcii lands a~id 
partly woods, from whence there is a fair pros- 
pect, but it beitig then close and rain!, tlrey could 
see but a sniall distaace. Tile place the! called 
C'i~eese Rock, bemuse ~vlim they went to eat some- 
what, they had only cl~eese, because of the gov- 
ernor's Inan forgettitlg, for haste, to put up some 
bread." 

I the year 1040 four brotliers by tlie name of 
IIolden came to this coulltry, being ~ratives of the 
county of Suffolk, E~~glotid ; the lift11 and y o u ~ ~ ~ t  
brother r e m i i a g  in liis intive land. The lianies 
of tliree of them were Richard, Oliver, and Jus- 

tinian. Oliver took up a permanent k d e n a  in 
the vicinity of what is now Cliarlestonn Square. 
Justinian, not being able to procure land to his 
liking, fitrally removed to tlre present t o m  of 
Westinit~ster, in tlre l~or~herly prt of Worder  
Couaty. He is said to I ~ w e  tnke~t'possession of 
t l~e  to\rnship and remained there to the close of his 
life. The fourtl~ brother, whose name is not givh, 
removed to the state of Cbnueeticut, and ~iotltittg . 
furtl~er is known in regard to him. Riclurd, i t  
appears, decided to locate i t  the uortlierly part of 
Charle-~town, it bei~ig presumed that he remained 
with liis brother Oliver u ~ ~ t i l  he had splected'tlie 
p u l i d  for his new lion~e. ,The land nliich Ire . 
pumhased, and where 11e built. Iris liouse and lived 
for yam, ia but a sl~ort distance southueaterly 
from tlie bouw of Nathan Buchlsm, d-sed, in. 
later years tlie property of J. Alvin IQilson. His 
liouse was near tlie brow of what is ,low known 
as Bear Hill, upon tlie suinmit of wlrich stands- 
tlie notable Cheese Rock. I t  appears that from 
Richard Holden descended all of his name it] t l tb  
immediate vicinity. His first cl~ild, Samuel, was 
born in 1649. Asa Holden, a former resident of 
t l ~ i ~  tonre, who died at Concord, New Hampshire, 
was a descendant of Riclind iu the fifth gellention. 
Tlrere is nu ancient stone in the burial-groulld with 
tllia inscription : - 
" Here lies p. body of Mn. Anna Holden, r i f e  of Sam- 

uel Holden, w b  departed this life Julle 18*, 1731, aged 
79 ycnn." 
Slie wns evidently the wife of Richard's first son, 
and, acconlilrg to the h t e  of her death, was born 
in tlie 1059. As previously stnted, when the 
four brotliers Iloldeti came to tliis country - t l ~ e  
reason for their retnoval bring tlrat tliey might 
lire it1 tlie e~ijoymait. of religious odinatiees - 
the yout~~est brother remaitled in England. The 
family was reported as having bee11 heir to the 
estate of a ricli lod, silo was a lcbelor. After 
llis decease the remaitring brotlier took all the in- 
heritance, and in 1646 came to llus cou~tty with 
his fnmily. He p u r c l d  a large tnct  of land in 
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the statk' of Rlicule Lland, and there took up his 
abode. -He  made every lmsible etbrt, as has since 
beer: axerbincd, to fidd liis brotliers, in order to 
give them their seveml portions of the estate, but 
all proved u~~availing. Iris anticipntions also of 
elljojment in hb new home in tlie possession of an 
desired religious privileges were so011 blasted, for 
in a few short mo~~ths  he sickened and died. All 
hope of hiding the bmtllers bei~ig given up, his 
widow sold the estate, took the property, which nm, 
no doubt, of considerable amount, iii l ~ r  owu ~ms- . 
ression, and returned to old Eughnd. Mr. G e o p  

' Piper, an Englishman by birth, who lived in East. 
' Wobum about forty years ago, stated that he had 
knowledge of a hrge sum of money on deposit in 
Engln~d, desipratd aj the Holden fuad, which 

. leaves little reason to doubt that it wns tile same 
to aliicli the Holden Hrotliers were entitled. 

It traditionary statements are to be relied upon, 
the brst settler in town was a Scotcl~man, named 
Patrick Hay, aftenrards called Peter Hay, but 

- 
family record would lend to tlie belief that Ricllnrd 
Holden was tlie first one. It is probable that Hny 
was the fimt to settle at ttie centre, or what is now 
tlie business part of the town. The circumstnnces 
connected with Hay's coming to this-country are 
as follows: He was bound out as an apprentice ill 

3 1 

the city of Edinburgh, Scothnd, but, being dissntis- 
fie& with his situation, resolved to leave hL master. 

' He accordingly sailed on board a vessel b o u ~ ~ d  
for Salem. On 11is amval at that p r t ,  beilly 
unable to pay for llis passage, the captain sold or 
'bound b m  out to a man in Lynnfield to work 
until he should earn tile necessary sum, wliicli 
would require some sir or seven years of service. 
He sewed out liis time, after wbich he cor~cludecl 
to settle in tliis-vicinity, aud cominenced liis labors 
by clearing tlie groluid now known as Cobble 

" Hill. -It is stated tlint he came over from Lyrin- 
field with his are and guu, stopl)iag for a few days 
at  a time, and lodgirg ill a buildi~ig or hut ~ r l ~ i c l ~  
stoocl near tlic slmt where the house of the widow 
Abbo Locke now stands. From tile fact of his 
bri~igilig liis gun, it would seem tlint he stood in 
fear of the Il~dians, althongb it is said that lie 
p u r c h d  liis hnd of tlierp for the pl try sum of 
two coppers per acre. 

Northerly from tlie trnct of land onned by Hap, 
rliich might liave extended considerably beyond 
the northern limits of wliat is nor  Elm Street, on 
the westerly seetion of tlint street, a man by tile 
uame of Thomas Gerry beclune the owilcr of tlic 
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Lds, includi~~g in his purchase t h t  lying olr the 
nortlicrly side of Furm Hill. Gerry came to  BOS 
ton in a war vessel, actii~g iu tlie capcity of boat- 
swain. On liis arrival lie incideatdly. met the 
Scotclimn Hay, cnlnc out aud surveyed tlre h ~ d ,  
and beiiig p l d  with the prospects of taki~lg up 
a residence here, weut bock to h s t o ~ i  a~id.obtained 
permission to return and live ill the place, it is 
a id ,  ou co~~cli t io~~ tliat if cnlled for to go .on an 
exl~dition npinst tlie Freneb, lie would do so. 
'He becnme aequniatd with a youag hdy i t  Bas- 
tou, ~Sliom lie married and brouglrt to this yL3ce. 
He is said to liave beeti a m n  of great cournge, 
aud the following i~icideut is related of I~irn : At 
that time wolves acre numerous ia this section. 
011 a certain day Gerry was awny from lto~ne 
uutil a late hour, niid 011 his return called upon a 
family livi~ig near where tlie Irouse of Coruelius 
Doyle now stands. I t  tlietl bei113 about dark, it 
was thouglit mtlier clniigerous for lii~n to go home. 
However, llnvi~ig an nxe with I~im, he wet& his 
my, but after travelling a short distance Ire en- 
countered a number of solves. He brnced him- 
self Bgninst a large tree a~id fought it out with his 
brute aiitagouists.' Notwitlista~di~~g liis neighbor 
lieard tlia coldict, 11e was left to conquer or die 
alone. He a m  victorious, and wait home. 111 

the monii~ig Ile rctunied to the scene of tlre con- 
flict, and found tliat Ile l~ad killed four wolves, and 
by tlie blood-staiia it was evident .tlint ariotl~er 
was wounded. The bounty on aclr wolf was, at 
that time, &4. Gerry r e~ r~a i~~ed  here for seven1 
years, but was eventunlly called upon to fulfil tlie 
promise mnde previous to settling. He left his 
rife and children, never to retuni, and it k stated 
tliat lie fell during an engagement witli n foreig~ 
enemy. He had wveml sous, one of whom settled 
in tliis town, another rent  to Harvard, and another 
to Uarbleliead. Elbridge Gerry, fonnerly piv- 
ernor of this state, and vice-president during Mr. 
BTadi.son's administmtion, is said to have been 
conr~ected wit11 tlte family. Tlre follo\ring extract 
from the oration of IVillim B. Stevens, Esq., 
give11 at Stoneham, July 4, 1876, makes referem 
to tlie same person : "The next pioneer of whom 
I cnn speak with any degree of certainty was one 
who, as early as 1669, bad made a clearing just 
beyond tlie nortllern slop- of Fnrrn Hill, and llnd 
his home tliere during Kiiig Philip's War. He 
11-35, a t  the snme time, a cuntii~~g and courageous 
man. 011 a certain occasion, having mw0.n to 
suspect that an Indiil was lying iu wait for him 
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behind a log, and not caring to unnecessarily er- 
pose his pereon, he kept himself ullder cover, and 
extended his hat in such a mallner as to dma  the . 
fire of the unwary saunge, and tlre next instant the 
ball had whizzed from lris unerring musket with 
fatal eflect. Fearing the vengeanck of the tribe 
should they discover the dead body, he buried it i 
his own cellar. By family tradition it has been 
handed down that t l~is  mail died as a soldier UI 

1690, rberr returniirg home from the expedition of 
Sir l\'illiam Phips to Canada. Froln then till 
now his name has bren bon~e by numerous de- 
sandants r h o  have always been arnoug the chief 
men of the toan of which he was one of the first 
settlers. I refer to Thomas Gerry." 

The trndition con~~ected wit11 the ~ettlement of 
t he  first person by the name of Hadley is as fol- 
lows : One Inbnlirrg, during tlre early settlement 
of the town, a lnan named Gould, living near the 
wideace of Pl~ilander A m ,  for~nerly that of 
Tbomas Gould, being at lris barn at a very earlj 
hoar, saw a man destitute of clotlri~~g approach- 
i n g  him, who said tl~nt Ire 11nd deserted from a 
vessel the previous night, and being fearful thnt 
his clothes might retard Iris escape, had divested 
himself of them. He also stated that if Gould 
would provide liim wit11 clotlriuy, and keep him 
secreted m~ti l  after the vessel had left Boston, Ire 
would work a sufficient lengtll of time to compen- 
sate Gould for all the trouble and expense incurred. 

Hadley's Christian name is supposed to have 
been Anthony ; tile records, however, do not con- 
firm this. Rut as Ire is said to Imve married a 
dnugliter of Ricliard Holdell, and the mnrriiqe of 
Anthony Hadley to Abigail Green, Novernbcr 15, 
1744, is registered, a ~ ~ d  the birth of Abigdil Hnd- 
ley, a dauglrter of Anthony Hadley, Jr., a~rd Abi- 
@;ail, recorded July 5, 1747, there c m  be little 
doubt as to his C'hristian name. 

- In a few years after Ricllad Holden's purchase 
h e  disposed of a co~~siderable por t io~~ of his land 
t o  Ebenezer Parker, Jacob How, - Spring, and 
Antholly IIadley ; a piece of i t  still retains tile 
name of Spring Pasture. A~nong tlie first settlers 

- ' were John Yintou all(\ Jo~latl~ail Green, at tlrc I 
s6utheasterly p r t  of the town ; tlre lands the11 1w- 

on the westerly side of Green Lane. Wbm first 
occupied, the enst part of the house was used for 
a stable, thereby exhibiting the kipdnesa of t h  
o c c u p ~ ~ t  for 11is home as well as for the members 
of 11is family. Green was a member of the Troop 
Company, and often went to Groton and viciuit~, 
as t l~at  appears to have bee11 a noted place of m r t  
for the destruction of the Indians. Jowtlun 
Green, r desceadant in the fifth getlention, is still 
an owner and occupr~t  of the premises. John 
Oould, Thomas Cutler, and William Rogers am 
said to have been numbered-with the fimt settlers 
at the ~prtl~easterly prt.of the town, and altllough 
the names of John Gould and \\'illiam Bogera*do 
uot appear in the recoKLv of births, marriages, or  
de~tllt;, tile birtlrs of Sam11 Ciould, born August'29, 
1706, and Dauiel Gould, born June 10, 1709, son 

dnugl~ter of Daniel a ~ ~ d  Sarah, are found the 
first birtl~s occurri~rg ill Sto~~el~aln that ye entered 
upon the records. , 

Of those. early d a ~ s  Mr. W. B. Stevens myr 
in his oration: "Prior to 16S5, when two of the 
first highwa~s were built,-one from that part 
of Iteadiug which now constitutes Wakefield, to 
Woburu, and t l ~  otlier to Clrarlesto\nl,--a~d tbe 
com~nunicatiou hnd been. by means of bridle-wayn 
and circuifous cart-ptl~s cut t l~rougl~ the wilderc- 
ness, you tvill be able to form an iden of t b  rub 
l ~ f e  wiiicl~ must have been led by our early awes- 
tors. During tlwse pears our pious forefathers, 
not numerous enougl~ to support a minister tlrem- 
selves, with the musket in OIIP hand and the Bible 
iu the other, trsvelled on Sunday to the meeting- 
11ouse in Reading, and there mingled their prayem 
wit11 tlie people of a neigllboring town." 

Stoneha~n remained for a long period a part of 
CIrnrlesto\r.n, notnithstanding tile mrly dates of the 
incorlmntion of the towri~ of liedford, Septan- 
b r  ZY, 1630; \Yoburn, May 18,1642; Reading, 
May f 9, 1Gt4, nntl 3laldei1, May 2,1649. Stone- 
11n1n was ~nadr n to\\i1 December 17, 1725. Tbe 
folloming is a p ~ r t  of the act of incorpomtion : - 

" dl1  act for divitling the Town of Charlestorn 
and e~~nct i~rg a trew TOWII there by the name of 
Stonel~n~n : - 
'' IYl~erms tlre Kortl~erlp part of t l~e  T o m  of 

1011giag to Jo111l Viaton, and in later ?ears o~rnecl 
by several of the same name, as well as la~~tls  
otrned by persons by tile name of Gree~~,  being 
at the present time included wjtl~in tire limits of the 
town of Jielrose. Tlte house of Jonatlran Green 

Chnrlesto\r-n, \r.iti~ir. the County of hIiddlesex, b 
competently fillcd with 11111:rbitn11ts w110 labor 
under great difficulties by tl~eir re~noteness from 
tlre place of Public IVor~Irip, kc, And l~ave t l ~ r e -  - 
upon made their application to tlre said Town d 

was built about the yenr 1700, n ~ ~ d  is still s tandi~~g Ci1arle~town, and l~ave likcwi. atltlr~stul tlris COU~L 
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that they may be sd otT a distinct, aud separate 
town, aid be vested with all the powem and privi- 
leges of a Town, a d  the Ilthabitants of Chrles- 
town'; by their Agents, bvk ig  consented to their 
being set off accorclingly. hlrd n committee of 
this Court Imviug viewed the northerly p r t  of the 
mid Town of Clrarleston~, and repotted sin favor 
of the Petitioners : Be it thereforc enacted, by the 
Lieutewlt Governor, Coulmil and Reyresetitatives, 
in General Court assembled, atad by tlie authority 
of the same; Tliat tile uortlierly p r t  of the snid 
Town of Cllarlestown, Tllat is to my, ,411 tile hiids 
lying on the east side of \Toburn, tlie soutli side 
of Reading, the west side of Jlaldea, and the north 
ride of the Fifth Range of tlie first Division of 
Cllorlestomi Wood-lots, be aud hereby is, set oft 
and constituted, a separate Tonisl~ip by tlie name 
of Stoneham. And that the inhabitants of the 
naid TOWU of Stonehnm do, vitliiu tlie space of 
hao years, from the publication of this act e& 
and furnish a suitdble l~ouse for tlie Public IVor- 
rhip of God and ns soon ns may be procure and 
aettle, a Leanid Orthodox miuister, of good con- 
t e m t i o l ~  and make provisioti for his comfortable 
and honorable support and likewise provide s 
a131001 master to instruct tlieir youtll in writing 
and.neding, and tllat tliereupoti they be d i s c h a w  
from any payinents for the lnaiuteuance of the 
Ministry aud Scliool in tlie T o m  of Chnrlestown.", 

Tlie bounds at the southerly line were set, 
March 22, 1735, niae ~noiitl~s previous to the act of 
incorlmration, by oommitlees choscn from Clmrles- 
town and the proposed tiew town of Stomllsm. 

F Tbs first towu-meeting was held December 24, 
1735. Timothy Bolden, Sr., was chose11 mdern- 
tar, sod Daniel Gould, Jr., clerk. Tlie next 
rote @ was " To cliouse a colnmity To treat 
with BIr. Natliauiel Rericook to pmcli aitli us." 
They also chose a committee of three to survey 
the meeting-house at Iqnn End. I t  was voted, 
January 4, 1726, to build a meeting-house thirty- 
two feet wide a~id thirty-six feet loi~g, with tweiity- 
foot posts, but subscqucr~tly the ditnensions were 
changed to thirty-six feet in \riclth and forty feet 
in letigtli. Tlie third meeting was l~eld March 7, 
1726, nt wliich time the followittg tiamed persons 
were chosen a board of selectinen : Captaiu Ue~~ja- 
min Geary, Captain Jolrrl Vitltoii, Mr. Peter Hay, 
Mr. Timothy Boldcti, and Lieutellant Titnoilly 

. Wrigl~t. For malty years the bond coi~sistd of 
five persons, who received no compensatio~i for 
their sewim. The cotntuittee for building tlie 

meeting-house tFnb also iustmded to select tlie 
site. 'fliere was considcrnble cot~tentiori ~ I I  regad 
to this, wine being anxious to build at tlie easterly 
part of tlie town, 011 t l~e  plain, whicli for a IOIIQ 
time wns owned by tlre hein of tlie lnte Cnptili~r 
Daniel Greeur I t  m, I~oacver, filially decided to 
hnve it s h d  betweeti tile black-onk t m  and tlw 
d - o a k  tree, upou tlie Irill, ncar the end of tlie 
school-llouse ; ud tlre building was ra idabout  the 
last of Xouember, 1726. 'lle lot of land otr rliicll 
it was erected is lion owned by hlr. Charles Buck, 
and is situated OR the east side of Ylcasnnt Street. 

For fun~ishulg tile meeting-ltouse, " tlie sum of 
26 11 8. 9cl. was give11 by the woulen of Stoile- 
hm, L 1 1 a. 6d. by the 3Inlden Geatle\roma~, and 
A1 18, 6d. by the gntlcuomen of I\'obuni and 
Reading." About ten gears after its comltletioi~ 
a vote was passed that family yews might be built 
which should be lotted out to such meti aq a p  
peared to be the l~ighest in rate aud right, r111d 
by tlie subsecluel~t distribution tlie preferred indi- 
viduals were the lisp, the Goulds, mid tlie Gree~w. 

The old burial-ground was purchased of Jaines 
Hay for 513 68., the deed being dated July 11, 
1726. 
" Tlie only public building in existeuce previous 

to tlie erectio~i of tlie meeting-hause was the scl~oob 
house. The town well orgasizd, aiid tlie meeting- 
house built, measures were ~ ~ e x t  taken to procure 
a settled minister aiid to secure tile services of a 
scbooltmcter. Tlie fonner was considered a ques- 
tion of YIWII vital ilnportance to the n-elfare of tlie 
people, that it was voted in tom-meeting assembled 
to set apart a day for prayer to seek God's direction 
iu tile clloice of n mieister, and so stroltg was their 
religious fnitb, that they doubted not their prayers 
llad k i i  ni~s\\.ered rllen, iu tlie folloffi~~g mouth, 
they elected tile Rev. James Osgoocl." 

A h .  Ospod received l~ i s  all from the inhabi- 
tnilts of tlie towti to settle, October 29, 1728, and 
gnve an affirmative answer, April 21, 1729. The 
cliurcli wns organized July 2, 1729, and Mr. Os- 
gocd's ordination m u r ~ ~ I  ou the 10th of the 
follo\vi~lg Sel)tesrber. Tlie first mamarriage solem- 
n i d  by liitn ans tliat of John Tidd, of I\'\'uburn, to 
Abipil Gould, of Stoneham, November 26, 1729. 

The town coatilrued gradually to-incrense in 
population, and col~squently in the demand for 
Inore te~~ements, land, alld additiorirl higliways or 
bridle-wags, so that n h u t  1731 tlie road now 
known as IVjotnit~g Street wns built, p i n g  on 

1 \V. H. Stmus' omtion. 



to Medford on the easterly. side of S p t  Pond. 
Action relative to this way was taken at n meeting 
held December 31, 1730, the town voting to have 
*' am open road from the county mad at Spot Pond 
to C!hrlestown land line, and as near the pond as 
the selectmen shall see room and convenience for 
tke road to be.', 

I t  is probable that the first representative to the 
General Court was Captain John Vinton, and tlut 
he was elected May 24, 1734. The records do 
not show this, but at  a towu-meeting held Nay 23, 
1765, the following vote was passed : " Pvted, 
Rased and p n t e d  to give John Viutoa, Esq., the 
sum of twenty-three pounrb, eighteen shillings, 
(k 23 18s. On.)  for his sarving representative. for 
the yeam 1734." 

A t  as town-meeting held hlonday, hfay 22,1738, 
it was voted to raise ten pounds towards building 
a new Fchool-house, using, as far as waa possible, 
the materials of the old one. 

Mr. Osgood continued as pastor of t11e church 
until 'his stidden death, March 2, 1746. A war- 
rant was issued for a town-meeting to be held 
March 4, at which fifty pounds, Old Tenor, were 
voted for the burial of Rev. James Osgood, the 
sum being equit-alent to about thirty dollars. The 
funeral was. on Wednesday, March 5, when the 
body was cqrried to the meeting-house, and theu 
tntended to the grave by several ministers and a 
p a t  concoune of people. 

The second minister was Rev. John CDmes, of 
Boston, w110 was settled Decemher 17, 1746. 
L tl!e year 1748 a man named Peter Hay, s u p  

paQed to be the Scotchman Hay, died nt the nd- 
vanced age of ninety-one years. It is said that he 
married no less thal~ five rives, aud at the last 
marriage cerelnony he displayed his youthful buoy- 
ancy by dancing. His death occurred at the 
helrse, several years since destroyed by fire, for- 
merly owned by Captain Jonathan Hay, deceased, 
standiltg on the lot of land upon which the house 
of tlie late Je.m Tny stands. 

Tlie dwelling-house known as the Oltl Parsonage, 
standing on the west side of Centnl Streeb, for 
many years the property and residence of the late 
Rev. Johr H. Stevens, was erected or completed 
in the j a r  1747, and first occupied by Rev. John 
Cnmes. 

In  reference to the matter of schooling there 
seellrs to have been some delinquency, ns no action 
was taken until a meeting held August 15, 1720, 
when Captain John Vinton, Daniel Gould, Jr., and 

Peter Hay, Jr., were chosen a committee to pro- 
vide a sct~oolmaster. At a meeting held Novem- 
ber 21, 1729, i t  was voted to miss nine pounda for 
a school for the ellsuirtg Fear. In the years 1730 
and 1731 nine pouds  were r a i d  ; in 173%, sir 
pounds ten shillings ; 11 1733, nine poandr ; in 
1794 it was voted to raise two pounds ten shillings 
to repair the schoul-house. May 17, 1736, voted 
nine pouuds for schooling; in 1737, sixteen 
pounds. At a town-meeting, Ileld Yay 18, 175%, 
" Tofed, raised, and granted, the sum of two 
pounds, lawvful money, to pay for repairing the 
meting House in mid t o m .  Abo, toted, to give 
Elder Samuel Sprague liberty to build a pue in 
said Stoneham Meeting House, accordiug to his 
desire to cut dowu the remaining part of the two 
hind seats in the body of wnts below, on the 
woman's side, and to build said pue upon his own 
cost and charge." At a meeting held in March, . 
1753, it was "Poled to sell a pue belonging to W 
Town that was bui!t by perticular men at thir awn 
cost and charge for hi rs. Sarah 0- good, formerly 
wridow of Rev. James Osgood, but no r  Mrs. S a d  
Hart." Also voted not to give to " those prticular 
men that built anid puea tile money they expended 
in building said Pue." A great deal of disquietude 
appears to have been occasioned at different time, 
in consequence of taking down the lo~lg seats oud 
erecting pews. They also appear to have expri i  
enced considerable difficulty i referellee to provid- 
ing .seats for the colored persous then mident with 
them, and at that time slaves, as at a town-meek 
ing held October 14, 1754, they passed the two 
follomir~g votes : " Poled, Tlut t l~e  Town will seat 
the negroes in Stonelmm in Stoneham Meeting 
House. Voted, That the negro men in Stoueham 
shall set in the hind sent in the side Gallery in the 
rest  end of Stonel~m hlteting House, and the nc+ 
groes wi\?es and other negro wolneu shall sd in tbs 
hiud seat in the side Gallery in the east end of said 
blceting Ilouse nnd no wl~ere else in said Meeting 
House, if there be convenient room in said seats, 
exccpt it be on special ocmions" 

Tl~e BPV. Mr. Canlea was dismissed from Ilia 
pnstoral charge July 31, 1757, exprmsing his wish 
to remain if lie could hare received a sufficient 
amount of mlnry for his support. During his 
ministry he solemnized eleven marriages. 

Ilis successor waa Rev. John Serrl, who wag 
settled Jnnuary 17, 1758, so that tile? wen with- 
out a 1mstor only a short time. Tile population at 
that time was small, a ~ d  the means of acquiring 



4 t h  'and the tucilities for improvement were 
limited: Stonehrrm was a loor t o h ,  inferior to 
most of its 11eig11bon in  territory, popnhtion, and 
wealth, tire iiu~nbcr of its people being probably 
about three hutidred, wit11 fifty lioases, iltclu<li~tg 
those which now fonn p r t s  of Mclrose mid \Vnke- 
Aelrl. 'In 1767 tlre valuation included 10 slaves, 
42 horn, 41  oxen, 222 cows, 311 slieep, 233 
swine. There were 2,346 buvl~els of grain, and 
526 b a r d s  of cider. Tlie money at interest was 
$1,160. Bray 9, 1763, the torn  voted the fol- 
hiving amount to defray the expenses for the year 
ensuing. 
Por'Sclmoling . . . . . 29 01. Od. 
PCper for towu's use . . . . . 0 9 0 
For keeping Stoualoni ~iieetiligliouse . 0 4 0 
For sweeping said meeting-liouse . . 0 4 0 . 
Por d for school . . . . 0 10 0 

The purchasing of a bell appears to Iiave been 
agitated a% hl~g ago as 1772, as an article mas in- 
serted in the wnrrant for a meetilig of tlrnt year held 
July 9, and nltliough tlte vote relative to its purclinse 
rn negatived, a few mo~iths later the clesinbility, 
if not the necessity of having one was seen. 

dltllougl~ nearly half a century had passed since 
the incorporation of tlie town, there lrnd been a 
meat unanimity of action in its public a h i n ,  
But this tranquillity was sooil to be disturbed by a 
foreign foe. The chauge in the adminivtntioli of 
government in tlie mother country liad given rise 
to feelings of intense anxiety. Tlie people believed, 
with all tlw colodes, tliat tl~eir rights liad been in- 
vaded. Expression wns given to tlieir views on tlre 
rubjecbby tlie calling of meetings, writing of letters; 
possnge of resolutions, etc. Iu January, 1773, a 
commnnicatio~i was despatched to Boston, in ahicl~ 
they declared their belicf that, ns the right of free- 
doin ie the gift of Almighty God, it is not in tlie 
power of man to alie~lnte it. At a meting held 
August 1, al~tl ndjournetl to Sorember 1, 1774, 
a covenaut was made w11ich co~rtair~ed the follow- 
Gig: "Thnt lwviti3 taken into serious coasidern- 
tion the present distressed condition of this in- 
sulted province, embmused as it is by seven1 
acts of the Brittiah prliament, That henceforth 
we will suspntl all interco~~rse wit11 Great Britain, 
Thnt we will riot buy, purchase, or consume nny 
goods or mercha~~clise which sli:111 arrive in America 
from Great Briton. These tl~ings we solemnly 
promise to observe, provided no better sclielne 
shall be devised to answer the same ends by the 
Congress who nre to meet tire next moritli at Phila- 

delphia." QpQin &muel Spmgne ru choaen 
delegate to tlie provincial eongms lidden a t  &a- 
cod, Oetctbcr ll,' 1774, and also. to tlte one con- 
vened at Cambridge, February 5, 177.5. During 
the tiine of tlre Berdution t lw house of Denmu 
Edward Bnckrmm, at tlmt tiine town-clerk, ass 
tlie p l , ~  of r e i i hous .  A:i arriingmeat ru 
made tliat no gun sllould bc discharged in tomi, 
except under tlie fdlowitlg rule : A certaii~ ~tutnber 
was c110se11 to give mi alarm. T l~e  first perso11 that 
received tlie aotice ms itnmdintely with two or 
more kidivicluuls to rep i r  to tlre Common, iu i%nt 
of tile old meetinghoux. Tile diwlmrge of tha 
muskets iti succession was co~widered os a piem1 
alarp, when the m i b e r s  of tlie cotnpnlry sere 
immediately to repir  to tlie place of rendezvous.. 
This a~icient dwelling was recently owned by H i n ~ n  
Marston, and wns taken dotrn ill 1873. "Tlie 
popalatiol~ wns small; but a colnlndll eiitl~usiasm 
possessed tlie Imrts of tlie allole commu~iity, mid 
a colnpaiip of sixty miuute-men was opaized,  
al~icli compr id  m d y  all t l~c  inhabitants a p b l e  
of bearing arms. Soinuel Spngue was anptain; 
Joseph Bryant., lieutennrit ; ALrahaln Gould; en- 
sign. Jo l~n  Bucknam and Daniel B l y o ~ ~ t  were sec- 
p i t s ;  atid David aiu. Joseph Gary,  drummers. 
'l'liey wcre .called togetlier at endy morn, on tile 
19th of April, 1775, n11d hurried over tlie Itills to 
Lexington, artivilig there in time to meet tlie Brit- 
ish as tliey were retreating from Concord, and Iwr- 
sue them to Cbrle~torn.  The first sl~ock over, 
tlie war fairly commetlced, and tlie I~iatory of Stone- 
llam was that of allnost every other bIussacl~u~tts 
town. Captain Spmgue atid. hlnjor Josepli Bryant 
were sent os rej)resetit~tives to tlie Provincial Con: 
gm. Among tl~ose r l ~ o  wen: killed during the war 
were Jolin h'oice atid Willinin C'oiiriery. Eplirnim 
md George Bmrn a d  Joln~ Xoble were prisoners 
of war. Tlie roll of honor embraced tlie mines of 
L'eter Hay, Reuben and David Genry, Natlmn - 
W illey , Jehu Hill, Jolin Holden, Clwrles Biclrard- 
sou, Joseph llnttl~eas, Joseph lIolden, Jolin 
IVriglit, \I1illiain Deadman, Sllmnel Chp, Benjn- 
min Eaton, Jonntl~an Fnrley, Tl~omas Hay, Eli 
BLcI~rtire, Jolitr TIwjer, Jabez Upton, Jncob 13ron-it, 
Samuel Brown, Jolin Boyd, Henry tIawks, Dmriel 
Iloldeu, Samuel Howhid, Samuel I~lgals, Jolul 
Knight, James IVeston, Josliua Geary, Daniel 
Bryant, Daniel IIay, Freeman Sharper, Cnto Fnx- 
man, John and Job Potamna, and Pompey &fops, 
the Inst five of ~vhom were neymes, some of them 
obtnirling their liberty by cirlisti~lg in the army. 



Among the military officers were hfajor, ,after- 
wards' Colo~~el Joseph Brjant, Captain Abraham 
GouM, LieuIeni+nt John Buck~uun, Lieutenant 
Joshua Burnhm, and Lieutena~rt Ihniel Bryant. 
The names d at  least eighty-seven different Stoee- 
L m  men appear u p n  the revolutiouary muster- 
rolls. Dnrieg.tliese years the tow11 was coastantly 
purcbhq ammuaition, furnishi~~g supl)lies to the 

.army, raising bounties with wl~icl~ to p y  soldiers, 
urd.rith uulinggi~rg zeal s u p p r t i g  tlte co~n~non 
cruse. 

A t  a meting lieid September 17, 1792, it was 
voted to procure a ~clioolmaster, wit11 instructio~~s 
to couru~nce the scl~ool the m~ddle of October 
and continue two ~nontl~s; t11ni a vacation u ~ ~ t i l  
Ue next Narcli ; tlvu to co~~tinue until all the. 
money raised sl~all 11ave b e ~ a  eapnded. 

Altliougl~ fanniag had hitherto been tlie chief 
occuptior, this year a mill was built, being 5rst 
weJ lu a s~iuK-mill, but afterrads enlarged and 
uaed for the purpose of manufncturing satinets. 
I t  was located but a short distance ~~or t l i  of tlie 
rubber-works now known as Hoy~mrd Ilills, n ~ ~ d  
near the buildings for a series of j a r s  owned arid 
mupied by the mill~r-rigl~t., the late Jabez Ken?;rll, 
nud subsecluently by tlre hlessn. Grundy for tlie 
purpose of bmss-finisl~ing. 111 1812 a nil1 was 
built on the grounds of the rubber manufactory, 
and used for several years for g r i~ id i~~g  spices aud 
various mdici~ial articles. 

The lninitry of hlr. Cleveland was n few days 
over, ,line .wan, his dismission taking place Octo- 
ber 23, 1794. During his ministry 11e ~olemnizd 
twenty-six marriaps. IIis successor \+-as Rev. 
John H. Stevens, who was pastor of the cl~urch 
at Methuen at  the time of the dismission of Alr. 
Clevehod. hlr. Stevens w a s  installed Sovernb~r 11, 
1795. He was a popular p m l ~ e r  a ~ ~ d  a good p s -  
tor, aud c o ~ ~ t i ~ ~ u e d  wit11 tile society for thirty-two 
Y-. 

.In 1800 Rev. John H. Stevens was elected as 
one of tlre xlrool committee, this appcars to 
be the first i ~ ~ s t i i ~ ~ c e  wl~ere R minister tvaa cllose~i a 
member of that board. AIIJ 7, of the same year, 
i t  was voted to build a new mcrti~~g-l~ouse, nucl a 
committee was cl~osen to vier tile old OIIC, now 
standing in .Stonelia~n, and n.lmrt to the tow11 
the cstimnted cost of repiring the old and of 
building a ncw one. In  1802 tliis matter was 
npin  present&, and the committee c l ~ o s e ~ ~  in refer- 
ence to the subject \ n s  instructed to view difliirent 
I d s  of grouud, and report at r meeting to be held 

January 17, 1803. At that time it .ras voted to 
build a meeting-how fifty feet in l a~g th  and forty- 
six i ~ i  breadth, with a porn11 aud steeple. Each 
window in the building was to contain twenty-four 
s<~uares of g4ss 8 x 10. I t  was a h  voted to him 
6100 for building puqwses. The meeting-how 
was located on the 110rth side of allat is now l u ~ o n l  
as Spri11g Street, a t  its ju ~~ct ion  wit11 Pleawt, a ~ d  
stood u1w11 tile lot of laud at present bebltgi~~g to 
the widow of the late Captain Jol~ll H. Dike. The 
dedimto ry services took place Wednesday, Dam- 
b r  14, the sermon being preached by t l ~ e , p t o r ,  
Rev. Jo l~n 11. Stevens. Ilis text was taker from 
IIaggai ii. 7 : " I will 'fill this l~ouse with glory." 
The Sabbath previous, ~ecern'ber 11, Mr. Stevalp 
preacl~ed a farewell sermon in the old meeting; 
house, and on Tl~ursday, the 15th of December, 
the day following the dcdicatio~~ of the new cl~urch, 
the people asseinbled a ~ ~ d  took down theold one. 
There it l ~ d  stood, with but few cllanges, for 
seventy-seven years, the loved mwrt of a Sabbath- 
loving people. 

Wit11 the in-comi~lg of the present century there 
seems to have bee11 a good degree of fiilaacial 
proslwrity. 

I\7itl~ the new meetiag-house, which was con- 
veniently and pleasantly situated, the people w e n  
desirous of makiug improveme~~ts in cl1urc11 music. 
Accadingl~, at tlie annual meeting, held Jlareli 5, 
1804, it was voted to rai* S 40 for the purchase 
of one or more bass-viols, or for defraying tlie ex- 
penses of Iear~~ir~g and practising in church 

About tliis time the ma~~ufacture of children's 
shoes was begun in torn, and in a few yean it 
became the principal eml~loyment ; the farmers 
themselves, in many insta~~ws, ellgaging in it dur- 
ing the winter mortl~s. For neveriil jars a sl~oe- 
maker's sl~op miglit have been wen at n l m ~ t  every 
liouse, or a room used for 4l1e co~rei~ience of those 
e~~gagxl  in this work. 

111 the year 1805 the Andover and Mdford 
tun~pike, uow Ifail1 Street, was laid out. , At tlmt 

I t i ~ ~ i e  a portion of tile i~rlurbita~its were desirous of 
1 liavi~~g the road run on the east side of the parson- 
age, ~mbably r i s b i ~ ~ g  it to be on the line of what h 

I noa C'er~tml St met; but tlreir objectio~~s were fi~mlly 
1 witl~draru, and in 1800 tlw: tunlpike m s  built. 

111 1805 it was voted to r a k  the sum of five 
hundrecl dollan to be worked out on a p r o 1 4  
rond from IYoLunr to Stoarham meeting-l~ouse,- 
the yreseut I\-illiam Street. At tlmt time the land 
over wlrich Cottage Street is laid out was the prop 
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&ty of Captnin Hay, who owned a mill *tanding 
upon a wnter privilege westerly fr6m thc house of 
W;' B. Stevens. I t  being advisnble to have the 
miad go above tlte min, it wns voted to adjouni 

. the meeting to the upper dam of Captain David 
Hay, where the necessary arrangements. were made. 
A t  a town-meeting held Blotrdny, Jlny 6, 1806, 
it was voted to send a ntpreser~tative to the General 
Court, and Daniel Gould was elected, receiving 
thirty-one votes. 

In 1809 Rev. John I?. Stevens an. elected a 
q&sentntive to tlre General Court, a id  was also 
ra-elected in 1810. This year a bell was purcliasecl 
by anbscription, and plnced upon the meeting- 
house. I t  was to be tung for nll the Sabbatli 
acrvices and all other religious 'meetings, also for 
funerals and 'all public meetings, as is asunl in 
other ylnces. Ally one ringing the bell witliout 
the permission of the prsori employed for tliat 
purpose mi to pap a penalty of five dollnrs. 

111 181 1 Jabez Ljnde was chdren representative, 
aud in 1813 ,Rev. Mr. Stevens wos again elected: 
TLis aas the first inshnce of the number of ballots 
dart being i)laied on the record, al~ich is as follows : 
Bev. John H. Steveru, forty-one ; Dauiel Gould, 
twenty-nine ; Peter Hay, 2d, three. 

'This year, in consequence of the pressure of the 
times, t b  minister's salary was reduced from 3400 

Bhode Island; and committed for \&I, but just 
before tlie time appiuted for it to take p b a  lie 
hung himself, thereby confirming the belief in his 
guilt, though he made no 'confession. Several 
ot l~en kere armtea, but suffcient evidence against 
them was not obkii~ied to r n m n t  tlieir detention. 

The annunl ti-nm-meeting for the electicin of 
officers w d  held at the sclrool-house, Monday, 
Alarch 6, 1826, \ranting but one day to complete 
a hturdred years from the time of tlie first cmnual 
meeting, tl~at having occurred Monday, Bfarcli 7, 
1726, at 8 o'clock A. at. Tlie follodng is a suth- 
mary'of the town expen,.? for tlre year commenc- 
ing March 7, 1825, as reported by the board of 
selectmen. 1 .  

Total expise of the par  $ GPS.05 
Money m i d  for a man school 150.00 
Expended for a worn1 school 160.00 
Militia, gunpowder, making cartridges, paper, eta  . 7.95 

Towr OJmn. 
Tom clerk 
Coilcctor's premium 
Selectnieu's~ accou~~t 
Overseen of the poor 
.besmr's s t m k  
Printi~ig expenses 
Jiakiug out accounts 
hhllaneous expenses 
Debt of the towu 

JOHN H. ~'TRIGUT. 1 
to $333.83. 

Earl-v in the morning of November 26, 1819,' 
the inhabitants of the t o m  were startled by the 
annou~icemeut that a brutal murder I r d  been com- 
mitted' the previous night. Tlie family of Jncob 
Oould consisted of two baclielor brothers, a maiden 
sister whose nnme was Polly, and a Widow Win- 

DAVID GERRY, ]&keka. 
Awur RICHA~DSON~ 

At tliis meeting it m s  voted to raise one hun- 
dred dollnrs to defray the expense of building a 
new scliool-house uear where tlie old meeting- 
house stood. Tlie builclirrg was to be two stories 
in Ireiglit, - a scliool-room being finished in the 

ahip the hired help. Bet\\.een eight and nine , lower story, and a hall above for tlre trarisaction 
o'clock ui the evening of November 25 tliree ruf- I of town businms, and for holdiag public meetings. 
Baas, with blncker~ed faces, and armed aitli dirks, I t  wns removed to the site a h e n  it n o r  stands, 
entered the house mupied by the Goulds, ahicli 
atood but a short distance from tlie one now o\nlecl 
and occupied by Pliilarider Ames, and situated 011 

the westerly side of Pond Street., s short distance 
north of Spot Pond. They i~rflicted a clendly 

at tlie comer of Central and Plensant streets, in 
1833. 

111 the y a r  1825 the number of dwelling-honm 
was seventy ; number of hnis, sixty-three ; mills, 
shops, a d  other buildings, about seventy-five. 

round upon Jacob, who died nbout tliree o'clock Tlte total valuation for the financial year ending' 
in the morning. David and Polly were both I lIare11, 1826, was $107,451.50 ; total amount of 
rounded. Tlie robbers axertained tlwt 3800 ; lmlla, one Irirrrdred ntid sixty-six. Of tliis number 
rere UI a chest, and secured the money. Tlie event I ~rearly one hnlf must Iiam bee11 engaged in shoe- 
produced great excitement for miles around, a~rd a making or other mariufacturing business. 
narrnl of 8500 was ofired by David Gould for The ministry of Rev. Mr. Stevens terminated in 
the detection of tlle robbers, ant1 to this the gov- 1827, he !wing dismissed Xovember 11 of that 
enror of the sbte added $500 more. A man by year. During tlie tinie of his con~~ect io~~ with the 
the mme of Daniels nw arrested at Newprt, I society he 11nd enjojed seruons of prosperity and 



prased through varied scenes of sorrow and' adT 
versity. During liis ministry he solemnized one 
hundred' a ~ d  sevent:-five marriages. ,He also 
kept a record of two I~udred  and fifty-seven 
derrtlu. His successor, Rev. Jaseph Senrle, \nu 
installed May 1, 182% l'l~is gear a subscription 
p p e r  \ras circulnted, and fifty-sever1 dollars col- 
lected by Rep. Mr. Seade for the purpose of put- 
ting stoves in the meetiug-house. D u r i ~ ~ g  his sby  
ip the place he s~~c ia l ly  interested himself, in be- 
half of the d~ools .  He was dinnis.4 January 2, 
1832. Rev. Jonas Colbur~~ was settled August 1, 
of the same par .  Dutirg the time of liis ~niriistry 
he was at each annual 3Iarcl1 meeting elected a 
member of t l~e board of xi1001 committee. He 
was disrniewd February 27, 1837. 
' The follo\ring description was given of the t o m  

for the gear 1837 : " This is a small town, rocky and 
uneven. I t  has some good soil and a considerable 
quautity of woodland. Tl~e population, in 1837, 
was 933. During tile year r ~ i d i ~ ~ g  April 1, 1837, 
there were made in tliis tow11 SS0,100 p i n  of 
eh,oes, valued at $184,717, emplojiag more than 
hnlf its i~il~abita~~ts. Spot Pond, a beautiful sl~eet 
of soft pure water, lies ill tliis towa, eiglib milev 
north from Boston. I t  covers a s  area of 283 acres, 
aud is 143 feet ahove I~igli-water mark. There is 
also said to be.3 fall of 100 feet in the distance of 
about 100 rods from the pond. h sliort d i . u c e  
llortherly from Spot Pontl is a~iotl~er oiie of small 
size, situated on the easterly side of Pond Street., 
and k~iorri as Doleful  POI^ The water is said 
to be of great depth and in n consta~~tly unsettled 
mudition, wliicli ma: accou~~t for the name. Refer- 
ence should also be made to a marble-pit situated 
at tlie soutliwesterly p r t  of the town, upou land 
formerly belonging to Jowpli H u d ,  at the ]Ires- 
ent time otvired by Colo~~el L p a n  Dike. Tile 
lime ad iu building the first meeting-11ouse is 
said to have bee11 taken from that place. The for- 
mer practice of removil~g the marble to make lime 
was that of makiag n fin: in tlie pit, thereby ren- 
tleri~~g it more: susc~ptiblc of i~npression fro111 the 
tools 1nade .u~  of for rcrnovi~~g t l~e  same. Two 
pits are open at. the present tiwe; small (luautities 
of tile marble have, at c l ihro~t  t im~s,  been taken 
out; specilnens of wl~icl~, when rork(=d, hnve provnl 
it to be of an excelle~~t q~~ality. But as it lies far 
below tlre surface of tlie yrou~~d,  it is sup~wscrcl 
tliat the expense of gettiilg it out would outweigl~ 
its value wl~en read? for use." 

Tlre meeting-house e&ted iu 1803 was destroyed 

by fire, Sunday, Jannary 6, 1840. The fin q s  
discorered betyeen the ceiling of the porch and 
the singers' pllery, soou after t l ~ e  commencement 
of the morning se~ ice .  Religious services were 
held in tlie afternoon at the town-hall, and were 
continued at the same plnce during succeeding 
Sabbntlis until October. The Congregational Nee+ 
ing-lrouse now standiug on tile east side.of %fain 
Street was erected and dedicated October 22. 

Tile U~~iverccalist meeting-house (at present the 
Roman Cath~lic Church, s tv~d i~ ig  on the north 
side of Pomeworth Street) was also built in 1840, 
on tile lot of laud now occupied by the Chrirtiu~ 
U ~ i o n  Churcl~, and was dedicated August 20. 
Tl~is yenr a newspnper wns published in town, 
benri~~g the sig~ificant name of The Giodaw,  
Regrrla/or. The population of the tom, according 
to the cellsus of 1840, wns 1,017. Up to this 
time tile  umber of shoe-manufacturers,, as well u 
of shoemakers, had bee11 steadily increasing, and 
coosequently au increasing amount of capital wrs 
invested. 

The Rev. John Haven was eettleb as pastor of 
the Congregational Church, February 24, 1841 ; 
and dismissed October 4, 1849. In 1844 a lot 
of land was purchased by'the town, and laid out 
u ~ t o  two bu~~dred and seventy-oue burial lots, sit- 
uated OII the nortlieasterly side of \\-illiam Street, 
and was publicly co~~secrated May 15, of tliat year. 
I t  is lion, known as tlte I'i'illiam Street Cemetery. 
In 1847 it was voted that all school-district h n -  
daries sl~ould be npnulled, aud a committee was 
chosen to enlarge and make all necessary npain 
ou t l~e  scl~ool-houses, mid build new oues wllexe 
needed. Also to erect a building mar the ~ORII- 

l~ouse wit11 basement horns, the second story to be 
fi~~isl~ed for a town-hall and the loaer story for 
sclrool-rooms, tl~is being the present torn-house, 
wliiclr was first erected a sliort dista~~ce nortl~ from 
wliere it now stasds, but was removed at the titilue 
of the emtion of the I~igli-scliool building. 

111 1851, by vote of tlie town, at a meeting held 
Jn~~uary 20, five scl~ool-houses were erected. 

Tl~e Stonellam 1Zetl1odist Episcopal Cl~urcb was 
orp~~ ized  in April, 1356, and at tlie present time 
11;ts two 11u11dred and fourteen members. I t  is 
uuder the p t o n t e  of Rev. Cl~arles \Y. Wilder. 

April 5, 1833, a section of the northeasterly 
part of the town, containir~g about one hundred 
and ninety acres, was a~u~esed to South Read- 
ing. 

4 k  a meeting heli May 7. 1859, the t o m  r61ed 



to establish a free public libmry, and appropriated 
for that purpose the sum of $900; and at t b  
a n d  March meeting i 1880 it was r e p r t d  
that the number of the volumes in the library was 
fourteen hupdrpl and seveoty. 

At this meeting i t  was also voted to purchase 
land of William Richadson for a cemetery, if, in 
the opinion of an appointed committee, it sl~ould 
be for the interest of the town so to do, t l ~  ground 
beink located on the westerly side of the town, 
adjoining IVoburn. Tlie lot aas purcliad, coa- 
tabiag 22 t  .acres and 14 rods, and was sub- 
seque~~tly laid out into 699 b~irial lots. 

Tlie Btst society of tlie hlethodist Episcopnl 
church ?as o r p i z e d  January 2,1865. 

Tlie" religious society kuown as the Cllristian 
dnion (liurch was organized Februn ry %3, 1867. 

The First Baptist Cllurcli was o r p i z e d  Feb- 
&rl 7, 1870, with Rev. A. J. Hovey as pastor. 

The Storiellam Ligl~t Iufant ry Compny, beidg 
Company L of the It11 Regiment Blassachusetts 
Infantry, was one of the first to respond to the call 
of the President for troops at the time of the late 
Rebellion. The officers were Jolin 'H. Dike, cap- 
tain ; h n d e r  ' F. L~nde,  Darius N. Stevens, 

' J h a  F. Bowe, and William B. Blaisdell of Lynn, 
fieuteilants. 
. Tliis company was transferred from the 7th to 
the 6th regiment. At two o'clock on tlie morning 
of April 17, 1561, Cnptai11 Dike received order3 
from the governor, by a special messenger de- 
rpatclied from the office of Adjutant-General 
Schouler, to report I~imwlf with his company at 
the state-house i~ext moniirg. The reply of Cap- 
tain Dike to the messenger was, " Tell the adjutant- 
general tllat I shall be at the state-liouae with my 
full command by eleven o'clock todiy." True to 
his word, Captain Dike reported at tlie state&ouse 
at eleven o'clock, and that afternoon, attacl~ed to 
the 6th regiment, tlie compny left for IYashing- 
ton. Two days ufterwards, on the 19tli of April, 
during their march tlirough- Baltimore, Cnptai~i 
Dike was sl~ot dowi~ wliile lendi~~g liis compny 
through the mob, receiving a wound in the leg 
which made lii~n a cripple for life. 

Sto~lellam fur~iished four hundred and four men 
for the war, whicli was a surplus of forty-six 
above all demands. Twenty-five were colnmis- 
rioned officers. The amount of Inorley nised and 
expended for war purlmses, exclusive of state aid, 
wa. 5:16,646.79. 

.The amouut of money raised and expended by 

tlie town during the war for atate aid to soldiers' 
families, and repaid by the commonwealth, uas 
836,111.7;i. 

The women of Stonelum, from tlie commence- 
ment to the close of tlie war, were unceasing in . .. 

I their efforts to render rid to the soldiers. ' 

Stoneham lost during tlie war: died of wounds, 
seven ; died in rebel prisons, four :'died of d h ,  
twenty-one ; killed ill battle, eleven. ' 

In July, 1868, tlie town voted to build a 901- 
diefs monume~~t, and cllose a committee to arry 
oat the vote. The monu~ne~it is of Concord gran- 
ite, and consists of a base six feet square and tl~ree 
feet higlr. On this is rr pedestal, five feet sqnare 
at  the base, seven feet high, with a concnve die sur- 
mounted~with a l~eavy cor~liee. From tlre top of 
this spri~~gs the slurft, whicli is sixteen feet high. 
The four dies b a r  on tlieir faces I~eavy lnarble 
sllields, Imndsomely cut, and inscribed .with the 
names of the soldiers sliose deatlis are commemo- 
rated. About middle m y  of the south side of the 
shaft, in bas-relief, are two I ~ n d s  clasped over th 
swords of Justice atid of Stilte crossed ; a wreath 
of laurel sunounds the Imnds, a~icl the streamer 
that binds the wrentlt is inscribed: '<By the 
sword she seeks pace under liberty." Over 
these emblems is a ca~~opy of stars. On the west 
the word "Justice," in a wreath. 011 tlie north, 
an a~dlor ,  cannon, national shield, and flap. On 
the east ' I  Liberty," in r wreath. 

!The shield ou the south side is inscribed : - 
To the 

MEX or Smseunn 
who 

died for t lkr  country 
in 

the War of tire Rebellion. 
Erected by tlre Toall, 

A. D. 1869. 

On the west side as follows : - 
DIED 01 U ' O ~ D S .  

Col. J. Parker Gonld, 59tlr Jh., Aug. 91. 1964.1 
Darius Jol~onnott, l3Il1 AInss., Marcb 23, 1YG5. 
Sidney F. Jlellen, 8111 Battery, Oct. 11, 1563. 
W. H. Riclmrdson, 5111 blnss., July 7, 1SG1. 
Charles A. Whittier. 13th Mass.. Sept. 27. 1568. 
Frederick C. A~rcr. 36tl1 Sfnss., Juue 95. 1SM. 
\Viliiam H a p ,  59tlr Nau.. JM. 31, 1563. 

1 Jarob Parker Could. r son or Jamb and Phebc C., was born 
Jlnr 15. 1&22, grdunted at Nonrich University, Vennoot ; rr 
a civil en@neer; was major of the 13th Repinlent 3 I u a a c b ~  
Voluuteen; anerrad colouel of the 59th 31arslchcuetts mpi- 
mcnt ; rounded at the battle of Petemburg. Virpiuia, bad a kg 
.oppuhted, and died at Philphlphii July el. 1881. 



DW nr a E n n  rn~sonr. 
J a m  &ley, 11th U. S. Inhntq. 1801. 
Corp. Hin~n George, 59th Nass., Aup. 10, 1SM. 
Peter Terney, 93th N. Y., Oct. 16, 1664. 
KaUw M. Waltou, 59th h., Sept. 11, 18G4. 

- The north shield ban the folloffing names : - 
DIED 01 DISEASE. 

Surgequ W. H. Heath, 9d. Blass., Aug. 48, 1364. . .  
S e e .  W: V. B. Tibhitts, 33d Illam., hlnrel~ 15, 1863. 
Corp. Cbulu A. Hollses, 13th Yass., Feb. 90, 1369. 
Corp. N.'E. Gtarbird. Y3d ,\lass., Jan. 14. 1863. 
If. H. Ayen, 13tb Xass., Dee. 12, 1603.' 
I. Br Coadrej, %I Co. Slloplrwters, April 40, 1SG4. 
M. Morton Dike, 50th Mass., Kov. 5'3, 1363. 
Gunuel 1. Dodge, 1st Co. Shrpsbootcn, Oct. 90, 1862. 
John T. Gowen, 39t11 Alnss., Narch 19, 1963. 
Wdter'B. (3. Gray. S3d Mass., Aug. 23, 1864. 
Aaron A. Green. 3Yd A l l a s s . ,  June 8, 1863. 
E. A. Hale, 13th Mass., June YO. 1869. 
William Holden, 4Sd Mass., Sept. 19, 1363. 
Alpl~o~lso H. Pinkham, Gtlr Mass., Sept. 14, 1863. 
Otis \V. Pinkbarn, 33d 3las9.. May 15, 166:S. 
Willkm B. Smith, 8th Battery, Sept 12, 1868. 
Joseph B. I'iheeler, 13th bless., Nag 99, 1804: 
Oliver IYIder, Jr., 33d Mass., Xov. 10, 1662. 
.George I\'. Young, 9d Co. Sl~arpshooten, Oct. 7,186%. 
James A. Green. 99~h N. Y., Sept. A. 1305. 
Augustus F. Stevens, 6th hUery, 1869. 

The east sl~ield is illscribed as follows : - 
KILLED JX B A l T U .  

Sergt. CI~arles H. Carr, 9Zd Mass.. June 47. 3962. 
Sew. Leolrard S. Wl~ittier, 59th Jlnss., Yay 12, 1864. 
George 0. Ikrrr, 13th hlass., Sept. 17, .lSGJ. 
Job11 L(rosnahalu, 9th Jlass., May 19, 1864. 
Philip 0. Huctstone, 33d Xass., Oct. 40, 1363. 
John E. Lcclair, 13t11 Mass., Sept. 17, 1662. 
Josepl~ Leclair, 33d Xass., May 15, 1364. 
Jolu~ Nolan, Y3d 3Iaa*., Yap 95, 1964. 
Joseph \Vkler, 1st H. A., June 40, 1861. 

1 Tbir -me. and tbe.drte ol the d a t b  of 11. Blorton Dike, 
sm erroneotuly pisen op the monnwat. The ant rhould be 
Jrmw H. Ayen, the mud, Nor. 18,1863. - ED. 

Corp. Herschel A. Snobom, 13th Mm., July 1,1863. . 
J o h  Roach, 11th U. S. Inhtry,  July 3,1889. 

J 
DIZD OF DIEEASE. 

Charles L. Nasl~. 56th Nass., Oct. SO, 1866. . 
John L. Green. Mth 3. Y., Nareh 11, 11363. 
Victor W. Lorendo, 8th Battery, April 43,1887. 
Otis N. htmnan, 1st Battery, April 92,1867. 
John S. George, 13th Vet I&. Cays. Nay 10, 1885. 
John L: Hoizg; 4th H. A., Juue 11,1865. . 

It arrs a t  first intended to phce the monument 
in Centnl quare ,  and had it been m ) k t +  the 
architectural effect would have been much better. 
111 its present location, on open ground in Lindui- 
~ ~ o o d  Cemetery, a t .  tlle right of the main avkne, 
it does not ag lmr  so hrge as it really is, on accoant 
of its isolated position. By vote of tlie tolFn the 
location was cllanged from Central Quare to the 
Cemetery. It st31i(\s on a slight elevation, m tbt- 
tlie top of the monument is about thirty feet above 
the avenue. 

The follo&ng is from tlie ' o r k o n  of W. B. 
Stevens, Esq., July 4, 1876 : - - 
" Stoncham's company of minute-irn haring 

been engnged in the first battle of the Revolntion 
it was almost a providential coincidence that Cap 
tail1 John H. Dike'scompany, from the same town,' 
on tlie same day of tlie same month, should b a ~ '  
participated i a  the .first skirmish of the Rebel- 
lion. At  Lexington, she was in the vanguard of 
the army wliich founded the ~ e ~ u b l i c ;  a t  Bidti: 
more and IYashiugton, she led the hosts that mved 
the Union.'' 

According to the census of ~iassachusetts, S t o ~  
ham, ie 1875, contsiried 4,984 'iuhabitants; males' 
2,368, femnles 2,616. 

The Stonellam Reform Club was , ~ ~ n i z e d ' b ~  
Dr. Reynolds, March 16,1876, and h3s a member- 
ship of oiie hundred.. , 



BY REV. QEOItUE F. CLARK. 

ITER the incorporation of Coo- em1 Court to appoint some &m to view this 
cord, Sudbury, JIarlborougl~, hnd, " which," say they, (< we judge may be +!on- 
Lnnmter, and Groton, tllerc veru'ent to make a plantation in that your petition- 
was left, enrironed by thew ers imy see what eelmuri~gement they my have tn 
towns and t l ~  India11 plantntio~l make farther add- onto this honored mud for 
of Nashoba (11on ,Littlcbn), acomodations for tbe!mselrs, famlyes being at 
quite a large tnct  of land called present much wanting tllerein." 
by the 111dians Pornpasittacutt. October 13, 1669, the court appointed Ave,pcr- 
Upon this territory two settle- sons to examine tl~is territory and ascertain '<the 
ments were made, - one by a qualitye aud qua~rtity thereof, whither it be capable 

Mr. Boon, near Sudbury, about 1660, the other (if the f a k s  be layed to it) to make a village." 
by John Kettle, some three years later, near by 
the.boden of Ln~tcaster. Both of tl~ese men are 
mid. to lurve Come from Charlestom, but neither 
remained as a permanellt settler; for the breaking 

.out .of King Philip's War drove them from their 
bomes, never to return. Tile day before the mas- 
=re of Wadsworth's company at Sudbu ry, Booti 
and. his son, wllile relnoving their goods to n place 
of safety, were ambuslred and slaiu by the savages. 
Nothing )no? is known relative to him or his 
family. Kettle fled for protection to Lancaster, 
where his second wife and some of ltis chillren 
'rren c a p t d  by the Indians in their famous mid 
upon that town it1 1676. There is a doubtful 
rtory about Kcttle himself kavi~lg been captured 
aud killed by tlte red-skins. He probably died at 
.p about 1690. He mamed first Samh Good- 
now, of Sudbury, and I d  by her tliree cBildren,- 
Jolin, Sarah (born IIarch 8, 1663), and Joseph. 
His second wife was Eliznbetll Wad, by wllom 
he llad Joruthan, bonl Novelnber 24 1670, aud 
probpbly James.. 

111 1666 a lot of five hundred acre9 was "lqed 
out w~to  the \\ronllipfull JT;ljC Eleazer Lusher," 
for services rendered the pven~ment. A penr or 
two later anotlth lot of five l~undred acres was 
assigned to. Captain Dnniel Gookill, and al. 90 one 
of one hundred and fifty acres to Ricl~ml Held- 
ridge. Probably none of t l tm men ever resided 
u p  ,their fanns. The first direct movement 
tomfils tile fopation of a town was in 1669, 
wba- Ili~y\\.rnl and othcm asked the Gen- 

The committee report, &fay 31, 1670, that &ey 
find, by estitnption, ten thoussnd acres of " coun- 
ty's hnd, whereof five lru~~dred acres of it is 
meadow ; the greatest part of it is very meane 
lud, but we jud& there will be planting l a ~ ~ d  
enough to accommodate twenty familyes; also 
about four thousand acres more of lands that is 
taken up in farms," tlmt the Indian tom of Na- 
slioba, borderitis on one side <<is exceeding well 
meadowed, qnd they make but little or no use 
of it." 'L%e court tlter~ granted the land to the 
petitioners, to make a villi~ge, "provided the place 
be settled with not lesse than tenn familyes within 
three years, and that a pious, ortl~odox, and able 
minister be mainte~ned tllere." Daniel Gookin, 
Tltomas Danfortll, and J e p h  Cooke, or my  two 
of them, were appointed to regulate the aettli~tg'of 
the place. These men, Decen~ber 4, 1672, ap- 
pointed a colntnittee of four to lay out twelve 
farms of fifty acres each, and to "east Loth for 
them '* among tlie persons and their associates to 
allom the temtoy was granted, provided that 
these persons " be men of pod  and honest conver- 
sations, ortllodox in Religion," and enggc to help 
suplwrt '' rr Godly minister among them," and also 
settle upon their lands Hithin two yeam from the 
next ?rIay, or else give up their lots to otlters who 
would settle. But as lute as June 1, 1675, most 
of tlrese lots had bcen forfeit4 by noa-settlement, 
and the committee sought to Imve them i~nproved 
by others. The Ittdian lrostilities stayed all further 
proceedings for some y a m .  



This temtory, being deserted during the war by 
the  i~~hbbitants, k a m e  a famous ret~dezvous for 
the savages, whence they made raids up11 the 
neighboring towns. Tradition saps tliat tile In- 
dians once lield a co~~sultation up11 Pompsitta- 
cutt Ilill, overlooking Concord and Sudbury, 
reLi-tive to w11icl1 phce they should destroy. Sud- 
bury was decided ul)oa, bearus one of the lending 
warrion, said, " We no prosper, if we bun1 Con- 
cord. Tlle Great Spirit love that people. He 
tell us not to go there. They h v e  a great mrui 
there. He grt:;~t pray." This allusioii was to 
Rev. Edward Bulkley, tlie Concord minister. 
TLlej f e a d  his ii~flue~~ce with the Great Spirit. 
H~I I& Concod was saved, a~id Sudbury suffered. 
Indhas resided upon this territory for years nfter 
its nttlement and incorporation, mcl some of tlie 
inhabitants now linve deeds of land given by the 
aborigires to tlieir ancestors. Soon after the in- 
corl'omtion of the toall a rate was made to p y  
Bell' 13owhugh, or Pipl~ugli, and James Spceue and 
others, for lands purcl~nsed of them. 

W l ~ o  aas  the first settler iu Stow nfter Philip's 
IVir is uakno\vn. 111 lGSl we find a list of .the 
twelve allot~nents of laad. Lot number one was 
set a p r t  for the first n~inister. The other eleven 
lots were probably t n k e ~ ~  up in 1G7Y or 1679, and 
were assig~~ed to Boa2 Brown, Ciersllom Heale, 
John Butt rick, El)lirai~n lIeldret11, Tl~omns Stevens, 
S t e p l ~ e ~ ~  Hall, Samuel Uuttricli, Josrpli Freeman, 
Jose1)Ii Di~by, Tho~nas Ciates, and S~drack  H a p  
gmd. Sulsecluenlly, and before the middle of 
Iiarch, lGHC,,  I~ousc-lots were granted to twenty- 
tl~ree otlier persons. T l ~ c  i~~l~abi tants  Inving so 
increased in rurnlnn as to be able to look after 
tl~eir own nff'irs, the yruclentinl committee, on the 
11th of October, 1681, app.i~ited Tl~oinas Stevens, 
l h m  Bro~rn, Tlioms Gate, and Stephcli Hnll, to 
take .charge of the plm~tiltion ; and they were in- 
rested with the Imrcrs of sclcctmen for the carry- 
i i ~ g  on of such ahircs as .?hall relate to the good 
~ e t t l c m c ~ ~ t  of tile place," subject, ho\~evcr, to in- 
structio~~s from the committee. This committee, 
April 24, 1682, appoitlted Jehu Ba~ward, of 
&)ston, pla~nntation clerk. I n  the early part 
of 1GSS the inllabitants became an\ions to take 
tl~eir place among the totvnrc of the colo~~y, and 
made kno~vu their ~visl~es to the prudcnti;ll com- 
mittee, wl~o on the 9th of April cllosc Tl~omas 
Stevens, of the pla~itation, as clerk, and directed 
tile i~lllnbita~~ts to mcrt, ancl cl~oose five wlectmcn 
"to order niul maim&* tl~eir Towee ofiires, and 

a ~onstablk for g. year Ensneing." The meeting 
was held on the 19tl1 of April, 1GS3, and Sergeant 
Benjamin hzworth, Tlio~nas Stevens, Stephen Hall, 
Boaz Urown, and Joseph Freeman were chosen 
selectmen, and Tllomas Gatcs coi~etnblc. Eady 
in the following Nay tlie citizens met, and pre 
p r e d  a petition to tlie General Court, d i n g  to 
be made a town with "some suttable colnly Eng- 
lisl~ aame," and to be Treed " from Country pub- 
lick Chrges & Rates a aliile Longer," on account 
of the great expense they would @ at in support- 
i ~ ~ g  a minister, making bridges, and "otlw nn- 
avoidable lieavye secular matters, yt will mrely 
pinch a p o r e  people in soe yong a plantation, 
allere they call not yet b i s c  conllwtent ordinary 
food Lk Zlnyment." On the 16th of bIap, 1685, the 
G e ~ ~ e n l  Court g n ~ ~ t e d  their prayer, and ordered 
them to be a town by the name of Stow, apd freed 
tlieln "from ye Country Bates for tliree yerrres." 

T l ~ e  town, thus collstituted, n u  of veq  irregnlar 
shape, extencling from the al~ciel~t bou~rds of Sud- 
bury to what is now Luaenburg. But portiona 
of i t  have been taken from time to time to form 
tile towns of Haward, Bo~borough, Sl~irley, Hud- 

- 
son, iuld hlayaard. It now comprises only aboht 
one il l id of its origi~~nl area, and is bounded north 
by Boxborough and Acton, east by Maynaml, sotlilr 
by Hudson, and nest by Bolton and Hmanl .  
I t  llas tl~ree villages,-the Lower Village,-wl~ere tlle 
first ineetiag-house wm erected, about a mile easterl 
of the Centre, and Rock Bottom, in tlie soutlie d y 
part. Tile principal stream is h e  Assnbet Ever, 
in the soutlreasterly p r t .  Awnbet Brook is the 
next largest stream. The two noted hills, Pom- 
ynsittacutt and Sl~abbukin, are now respectively 
wit11i11 the limits of hlnynad and Ilarvard. But 
t l~rre  are beautiful views from Spindle, Birds, nnd 
3larble I~ills. In  1875 the population was 1,OB. 

&.cleuhsficnl .4flairr. - As ~nnny of *the eady 
settlers were from Concord, we presume that Rev. 
Mr. T3ulklcy of t11J Idace prencl~ed to them occ& 
sionally. But the first dlusion OII tlic records to 
ministerial matters was in June, lG85, allen a rate 
of five puncls was d e  to pi-y Nr. Gmne, allo' 
had preac11c-d pre\~ious to tliat date. ZIe pmba- 
bly rc~naincd but a few months. June 5, 1GS5, n 
rate n-as mi-tle to p g  3Ir. Parris "for his pins 
amo~rgst us." This was Rev. Samuel Pnrris, subse- 
quently so noted in cor~nectionwitl~ t l~e  Salem ~ritclt- 
cnf t  delusion. His stay was slrort. James Ninot 
(H. C. 1675), of Concord, preached about one 
year, commenci~~g in t l ~ c  autumn of 1685. A t  a 
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Re+. Willinm H. Kinsley was installed Decem- 
ber 26, 1839, and' c l o d  his labors the last' of 
March, 1846. He died at Mendon, September 7, 
1851. Rev. Reuben Bntes (H. C. 1829) was in- 
atallecl Julie 18, 1546, and on accouut of feeble 
k h h  resigned September 24,1859. He d i d  De- 
cember 1, 1YGZ. Rev. George F. Clnrk received 
r call January 20, 1S69, n w  inntalld April 23, 
of thnt year, and resigned in April, 1807. The 
subseqiieiit ~mto r s  have been Rev. F. nT. Webber, 
3ev .  Jolin F. Locke, and Rev. David P. Muzzey. 

The bn t  meetit~g-house wns probably erected 
in 1685, but uot f i~ i~~l ied  for two or three years. 
It-Id fohr miuclo\rs of three lights encli, two 
double doors, atid was "filled between ye wall 
timbn & studs from yo cills to ya goule pices with 
clay." h new house of worship, "40. foot long 
rad 32  vide, and 20 foot between joynts," was 
built in 1713, nud occupied about the 1st of May, 
1714:- After two or tllree years of' controversy 
another house (probably m i d  August 27,1753) 
raa erected. I t  was 50 x 40 feet, atid- twenty- 
tltree feet high. The pew-ground waa sold, Jnn- 
nary t 7 ,  1755, for A91 14s. 1011., and it u-as soon 
after occupied for religious services. The fourth 
house, after a five-years contest, was built in 1 8 U  
'by a commiftee who were given the old house, and 
were to pay the s~irplus of exyemes, should there 
be any arising from tlie sale of tlie pews, into the 
town treasury. This house, dedicated October 1, 
1837, was barned November 9,1847. The pres- 
ent house of worship was erected iu. 1848, and 
dedicated August 30 of that year. 

Uni~srsalisla. - About 1830 a Universalist 
society was formed, atid lived some tweuty years, 
but never had a settled millister. 

0rlJodo.r. -The Evanglical Churcli was or- 
ganized 31ny 11; 1839, consisting of six males and 
fifteen females. They were n branch of the Hill- 
side Church, in tlie westerly part of Bolton. Rev. 
E. Porter Dyer was ordained pastor, September 25, 
1839. A chapel was soon erected, mid 1vas dedi- 
eat4 July 8, 1840. Mr. Dyer w n s  dismissed 
January 29, 1846, and Tlieodore Cook was or- 
&itid pastor, June 9, 1H47. In 1830 seven 
prominent members witlidrew to form a church 
at  b b e t  Village (nosv 3Iaynarcl). The place 
of wonhip was t n l l a f e d ,  April I, 1831, to 
Union Hall, in Rock Uotton~ V~llige. Rev. blr. 
Cook wns dismissed Mny 2, 1SSS. Public wor- 
ship was susyemled about that timc, and the so- 
ciety became entiact. 

' d&elkodisfa. -The Methodist Church in Bock 
Rottom is an offdioot from tlie old M e t b d i t  d 
ciety of hfarlborough. About tlte 1st of Jaarurv, 
1853, tlie Old Brick Cbutcli in Yarlbomuglr Imv- 
ing been burned, the society commend worsilip- 
ping in a liall at Bock.bttom. A portion of. the 
memkra from bfarlbomugh soon withdrew. rile 
conier-stone of a meetitrg-Souse was laid July 4, 
1853, and tlle buihiiag was dedicated tile follotring 
December, Rev. L D. h r r o ~ r s  paeaclril~g tlie s r -  
mon. Rev. T. B. Treadwell Id clinrge of the 
society iu 1853 and 1854. The s~ibsec~ue~it lms- 
tors have been Rev. Mr. Pool, Rev. William Peate- 
cost, Rev. W. T. LRcount, Rev. J. W. Lewis, Ilev. 
A. Gould, Bev. J. W. Hambleton, Rev. Augustus 
Caldmll, Rev. B. Juckl, Rev. N. A. Soule, Rev. 
J. L. Lnske, Rev. N. Bemis, and Ilev. (3. I3e11t. . 

~ w a t i o n a l .  -The first referelice to scliools 
was Jauuary 11, 17 15 - l G ,  when John Il'hit~nnn 
was choeen schoolinaster for one quarter. The 
town frequently cltose the teacher, tlmugh some- 
times it was done thruugh n committee. The 
wages at first were about thirty shillings per 
month. The scliools were kept in private houm 
in tlie different p r t s  of the town. The Yote  to 
build the first scliool-house was in January, 
1731-32, and three were ordered to be erected 
iu Augnst, 1733; yet it appears that there wns 
but one house in 1734,and o~lly two in 1742. A 
" wlrool-clame" wns employed for six months in 
1750, and E 40, Old Tenor, was r a i d  to p y  her. 
I t  was voted in 1752 not to have a grammar 
school, and a year or two later tlie tow11 was ilk 
dicted for this neglect. I t  was voted, March 14, 
1763, to build a school-house eightmu feet quare, 
near the meeting-house, atid that all fnmilies liviitg 
within a mile and a ,half should send their cliildren 
there ; the others to decide where their school should 
be kept. Tliree other houses were voted for h 1766, 
but probably did riot go up immediately. In 1789 
the town a s  d into four districts. For some 
years previous nnd subsequent to 1810 three sclrool 
committee were chosen by the town in each district. 
In 1811 there were seven districts, and seven per- 
sotla, sit11 Rev. Mr. Newell, were cliawn to visit 
the schools at tlie operiing nnd close of the terms. 
From 1819 to 1826 a colnmittee of three mu 
usually cliown. Since then, with one or t ~ o  ex- 
ceptions, n superintending committee has a~inunlly 
been chosen. For mmy !ears the t o m  clime a 
prudential committee lor tach district, but in 1842, 
arnl until 1863, w h n  the district systeln WM 



STOW:. .. - 

abolished by the town, the several districts were 
allowed to choose their own prudentinl committee. 

October 13, 1833, twenty-seven citiee~w of the 
t o m  farmed an association for the establishment 
of an academy. A building, erected for tliat pur- 
pose, was dedicated Uay 31, 1824, Rev. Mr. 
Newell, the mident clergyman, git411g the address ; 
and the school was immedintely opened untler tlie 
care of John 11. Clreney. The institution was very 
prosperous during its early Iristory, havi~lg students 
from six or eiglit different states, and from Canda. 
It was disrnntinued after about twenty years. 

The town, April 19, 1852, made en appropria- 
tion for a high scliool to be -kept a portiou of the 
year; and in like manner it was sustained for a 
few years. In  the s y r i ~ ~ g  of 1871 Colonel Elijal~ 
Hale pro lmd to give the town $5,000 ns a per- 
manenb fuad, tlie interest thereof to be used t o s a d  
d ~ e  support of a high school, provided that the 
t o r n  would appropriate an equal amount. Twa 
other persons offered to contribute S1,100 nddi- 
tio~lal. Tlie town accepted the donations Nay 24, 
1871, and chose seven trustees to take charge 
of the fund. I t  also set apart the old academy 
building and grounds for the use of the Hale High 
School, which was 01xncd about the 1st of Sep 
ternbet following. 

Eighteen or twenty natives or residents of the 
town have graduated from college. 

diiditary A'airu. - Of necessity the early set- 
tlers had a qrlaui military orgaiiizatio~~. All \\.ere 

to dehid tlie~nselves from tile pro\vling 
savages. Regular military companies were formed 
as soon as possible. Sometimes,. ~vlwn met for 
drill, and eslwcially wlien about to depart 011 some 
hostile erlditioii, religious esercises wee held. 
Tlie tom records are alinost totally silent relative 
to a r ly  military operations. From 1755 to 1760, 
during tlie Freilch uld Iudian War, soldiers from 
Stow rare in the army at Crolt-11 l'oint, Fort Il'il- 
liam Henry, Nova Scotia, a11d doubtless at  otlier 
p l m .  For many years succcedi~~g 1693 towns 
were required to k e p  R stock of ~mtrder and 
ammu~itioii, and other military stom, for ally wi- 
looked-for einegaicy. Tl iw materials of war 
were somcthnes depositccl in tlic loft of the meet- 
ing-house, and aftrnvads a alntcial building mu 
erected for them. The Stamp Act of 1765 roused 
tlie people, and October 21, 1766, a town com- 
mi- prepred instructions to their represciitative 
to the (;ellen1 Court, giving mqsous why taxes or 
dutiea should iiot be levicd upon them, a d  urged 

tlie greatest vigilance to prevent all unconstitntio~l 
draughts upon tlie public treasury. Tlie town, 
March 7, 1765, declared in favor of economy and 
industry, against tlie importation of all " foreigu 
superfluities," and n p d  to " do any thing proper 
townrds supplying the paper mills, at Milton, with 
materials for carrying on said manufactureo.?' 
January 25, 1773, they approved of what the 
Bostonians did November 20, 1772, relative to 
tlie state of affairs, and chose a committee to con- 
sider what more should be done, The committee 
reported the importance of preserving their civil 
and religious privileges, expressed their concern a t  
the action of parliament, and noticed wit11 nneasi- 
ness the unreasonable extension of tlie power, of 
the vice-admiralty courts, etc. Further measurn 
were taken, in 1774, to protect their "rights an 
Uritisli subjects, men, aiid Christians." The town 
decided i11 January, 1775, to " do allat. they can, 
in accorclance with the comtitution, to carry into 
execution the agreements of ille Conti~iental Con- 
gress, and tlie several resolves of the Provincial 
Congress relnting thereto." They also requested 
the constable to pay the taxes to Henry Gambler, 
recently appouited province treasurer, and not to 
Harrison Gray, the old tmsurer. The opening . 
act of the Revolution, at Leri~~gton and Concord, 
soon follou~ed. hnticilh7ting .the raid of British 
troops, a large quantity of military stores and 
some cannon were sent from Concord to Stow and 
concenled near the residence of Henry Gardner. 
Some of the citizens were in tile fight at Chtconb, 
and Daniel Coiinnt was wounded. The '' two-inili- 
tnry compnies, under Captains Hapgoud and IVhitr 
comb, marclied for Concord at noon, passed. tlie 
Nortlr Bridge, nnd nrfived at Cambridge at  sunset." 
During the war the t o m  was active in furnishing 
the men and menlis needed for its successful p- 
cution. They purchased hay and beef for tlte 
artny, provided fire-arms for those unnble to pro- 
vide for themselves, supplied tlie 8olJjers aith 
clothing, arid ordered the selectmen to provide 
for tl~eir families when needy. I11 tlie coolre of 
the cortest thirty-five men sere furnisl~ed for three 
years' service, aiid some tlirce hutldred mom for 
tlilfcrent lxriotls, vnr!-ii~g from o ~ ~ c  to ciglit months, 
nlio ~ve~rt  to Cnmbridge, Ke~v York, Canada, Nnn- 
tucket, Dorchester, Provide~~ce, Stillrvrter, Fishkill, 
etc., at an expense to the town of E4,SYO. Some 
~~risoncrs were brouglit to town iii 1779, and ti* 
to\vn asketl the honorable coulicil wlmt sliould be 
doiie with them ; a l~d in September voted that 



"dm Dutcllmnl, the Britons, and the Scutcl~men, 
mould be sworn." None of the soldiers from torn 
wen killed 11 battle, in the French a ~ ~ d  Indian or 
Revolutionary 1lrar, but some d i d  of diease. 

n Ive to Only a few items have been glenned re1 t' 
the war of 1812 - 14. There wras voted in ;\In!, 
1812, to & l ~  volu~~teer two dollars do\\il, and 
three dollars whet1 cnlled illto service; and with 
what the goven~ment ]wid to make lliJ wages tell 

dollars a month. In  Septe~nber follo\\.iug it was 
agreed to  make the montllly Imy of the three soldiers 
drafted 'twenty dolhrs. In this war it is believd 
b n e  of the totrn's soliliers were killed in battle. 
.. During the Rebellion of 1861 - 65 the town 
oontributed to tile U~lion army one l ~ u r ~ a r d  and 
forty-three meu, wl~ose term of service varied from - one hundred days to three yedrs. Severat of the 
soldien gave ' their lives on the battleifield. 13e- 
sides the large bounty paid tile men, the LadiesJ 
Aid Society contributed to the sanitary co~nmis- 
sion and to some of the 'town's soldiers more tllau 
8 1,000 it1 ~ecessnries and nioaey. 

In  1730 the town opposed the toking of a por- 
tion of its temtory to form the town of Harvard, 
giving to the Geueral Court these reasoils: That 
the great port of tlie land was unimprovoble ; that 
it would take away one seventh of the lmpulntion ; 
tlmt 'they were so poor as to be llardly able to 
ruppr t  tlleir minister, and could not bear the 
coutltry charges without the others. But their 
plea was u~~avnilieg. Tl~e  incorporation of Har- 
v a d  in 1733 left a little strip of land west of the 
Nashuo River klbaging to the old town, wl~ich for 
many year3 am called Stow Leg ; but in 1761 it 

annexed to and forms a part of Shirley. Be- 
tweet1 1773 and 1780 the town four times opposed 
thc incorporntion of a part of her territoy into the 
district of Boxborough. No particular oppolrition 
nns made to the tnking of a small slice in 1866 to 
help form the town of IIudmn, or to the larger Imr- 
tion taken'in 1871 to form the torn of Mnjrmnl. 

!he town voted, July 1, 1776, in favor of n 
government indepndeot of Grent Britain. Jan- 
uary 23, 177Y, a committee reported in favor of a 
confedemtion of the statw '( as so011 as convenie~it." 
May 25,1778, they voted against the form of state 
government. The next year they votetl n g i ~ ~  to do 
nothing about such a measure. But Nny  29,1780, 
the seven1 articles of the state constitution were 
accepted by a vote of from thirty-11i11e to fifty-five 
yeas; mys not give11. 

Tlle toru is princilmlly ngricultunl. b i d e s  

other farm pdncts ,  104,000 gallons of milk, 
worth $18,250, about four tolls of butter, uortlr 
nearly $1,000, nnd some g3,OOU wort11 of apllles 
are nl~nually produced. 

At Ilock Bottom, about 1813, the rnrmufacture 
of yiton p 1 s  was comnmcnced irt n small way by 
S i l ~  JeIw11. Some years Inter the works were 
11urc11a.d by IIessn. (:ranston in!d Hale, and 
\voollen g o d s  1m-e ~ince \wen ,prqluceci. TIle 
mill is now ol~ntecl  by Hon. L1. \lT. Gleaso~\ nrnl 
Sons, empIoying sev;atj-fire bnllds, using 400,000 
p u ~ l d s  of \vool, a~d making nearly two I rundd  
thousand dollnrs' rortll of all-\roo1 tlnnneh yeark. 

Otie of the most noted mideats of the tow11 war 
Mr. John Greene, a110 \ms of grent ability, am1 in 
high favor \\.it11 Oliver Cromnell d u r i ~ ~ g  tllelPro- 
tectorate, being a captain of the dock-yard a t  Dep- 
ford, and clerk of the Excllequer. Upon the 
dmtli of Crom\vell he mme to ifen England, and 
finally, witti his sister and her I~uzhnd, settled in 
Stow, f liere he died and lies buried. 

Yrobnbly the most, disti~ipi.sl~ed native of the 
t b m ~  was lion. Henry Gard~~er (H. C. 1750), sou 
of Rev. Johu Gardner, born Kovember 14, 1731. 
He represented Stow, in tlie General Court, most 
of the time from 1757 to 1775, and wm a member 
of tile Proviminl Congress thnt met at Snlem, Octo- 
ber 7,1774, and wnscllmen treasurer of the 
by tlmt boclp on the 38th of the snme month, wl~lt!!~ 
position he held until the adoptio~i of the shte 
colrstitutiol~ in 1780, when he was elected the fint 
tmsurer of the com~non\renlth, and continued 
in tliat office during his lifetime. He was alm a 
member of tile Prori~~cial Congress that met at 
Cambridge, February 1, 1775, aid nt Watertowir, 
May 31, the same year. He urn cllosen councillor 
May SO, 1776, and was re-elected until the new 
co~~stitutiot~ rendered him ineligible. He was a 
justice of the peace throughout the stnte for some 
years, and orle of the judges of tlie Cburt of Com- 
mon Pleas, for lliddlesex County, and one of the 
origiilal members of the American Academy 6f Arts 
and Scieuces. In a~rnotlncil~g his death, tlte pepn 
of that dny spoke of him as "a coumgeous, ut~i- 
form, i~~dustrious patriot, and a discreet, burnine, 
and uprislit judge." He removed from Stow a 
few years previous to his denth, ahicll 'took place 
October 7, 1782, in the fifty-first pear of his n g .  
He married, September 21, 1778, Hannah Clapp, 
of Dorchester, and was the gmndfatlier of ex-Gov- 
enlor Hetiry J. Garher. 



SUDBURY. 

BY REV. OEO. A. O V I A T T .  

LL authorities agree that the 
first settlers of Sudhury were 
drawn to this locality chiefly 
by the rich meadow-lands on 
either side of the river bearing 
the same name as the town 
through wkiclr it flowed, as 
also by the abundance of wood- 

v Y land and tlie strength' of the 
soil when once subdued. John- 

mn, in his H&&rj. of New England, 1654, page 
141, says : - 

"The early settlers found broad meadows where- 
in grew neither shrub nor tree, but as much grass 
m may be thrown out wit11 a scythe, thick and 
strong, and as high as a man's middle; some as 
high as a man's slionlders, so that a lnan map cut 
three loads in a day. . . . . Tl~e forests, free from 
underbrush, resembled a grove of huge trees im- 
proved by art. . . . . 011 the west aide of tlie 
river were heavy pine forests, from which tar was 
manufadud." Jolinso~l speaks of this town as 
well watered al~d l~aving store of plow land," but 
cLlittle broke up" 011 account of c'the oaken roots"; 
and of its p t  distance " from the mart towns" 
u making " it budellsome to tlie inhabital~ts to 
bring their corn so far by land"; and adds, " some 
gentlemen here have laid out p r t  of tlieir estates 
ill procuring farms, by reason of the store of 
meadow." 

The first movement towards tlie formation of a 
phtation here, of wl~icli a record 11as been found, 
waa made ili 1637. Uncler date of November 20, 
of tlfis, year, tile colony records say : (' Khereas a 
great p r t  of the inl~abita~lts of IVatertown have 
~etitionid this coilrt, that in regard to their strait- 
 less d ~ m m d a t i o n ,  and rant of meadow, they 
might have leave to remove, and settle a plantation 
ppon the river which runs to Concorcl, this Court, 
having respect to their necessity, doth grant their 
petition." 

A commithe was appointed to e' take a view of 

the place, u ~ n  the said river, and shall set out r 
place for them by marks and bounds sufficient for 
fifty or sixty families," who were required to rr- 
move thither within one year; and '#if there be 
not thirty families at least settled befom said time 
limited, then this court shall dispose of the raid 
plantation t a  ally other." 

September 6, 1638, the petitioners, Brim 
Pendleton, Mr. Peter No?es, Nr. Edmund Brome, 
and companj, are allowed to go 011 in. their p lanb  
tion, and such as are associated to tliem .-. . . cg and 
tlie petitioners are to take care that in their allst 
ments of lands they have respect as d to,men'm 
estates and abilities to improve theirland, M to 
their number of persons.'' 

The plantation was laid out five miles eq&. 
And under tlie court's order last quoted tlw houae- 
lots and planting fields were assigned to the inhabi- 
tants. 

The order of the court for the division of the 
meadows was passed September 4, ,1639, under 
which order a first division was made and recorded ; 
a secand division is recorded April 20, 1640 ; the 
tliid division is recorded Kovember 18, 1640. 

" September 4, 1639, it is ordered that the new 
plantation by Co~~cord shall be called Sudbury." 

May 13, 1640, the co,urt granted to the town 
the addition of a mile in length upon the south- 

east and southwest sides of this plantation" ; and - 
lfny 2,1649, 'I Sudbury is granted two miles west- 
ward, next adjoining to tlwn for their further en- 
largement." 

As several of the settlers hen were from the old 
town of Sudbury in England, the town was c h r b  
tened in ho~ior of tlle place so dear to them in the 
mother countq. 

Sudbur?., five miles square, origiaally ma 
boundd by Watertown 011 the east,-rhicl~ then 
included what is nor Weston, - Collconl on the 
north, and by tile wildcrwss on the soutli end 
west. l'he boundary on the soutll is the same to- 
day M it was i l ~  tlle beginning, only instead of the 
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wilderness, we now write F'ramihgham. So on the 
rest,- on which side the town is two miles square 
lager than it was at first, - instend of the wilder- 
n m  we write JIarlborough, which is an offsl~oot 
of Sodbury, and was at the outset largely settled 
by Sudbury men. 

Out fatlieru purchased this extent of land, five 
biles qunre, of an Indian called Cato, for the sum 
of 25. The original name 6f this Indian is not 
known. In addition to his name, Cnto, he was 
called Goodman, and'the hill a:little south of the 
Congwptiond Jleeting-house at Sudbury Centre, 
aa it is In 1879, on the left side of tlie road as you 
go south, is desigmted Goodman's Hill. I t  is 
diere &to (Goodman) had his wigwam. 

The following, taken from the Suffolk Begistry 
of-.&ds, is a true copy of the original deed given 
byCato:- 

'Bee i t  known vnto all men by these presents 
that ICato-otherwise Goodman for & in cotisidera- 
tion of fyve pounds wah I have received in corn; 
modities : & wompumpeage of Walter Hayne & 
Hugh Qriffiniof Sudbury in bel~alf of themselves 
& the rest of the planters of Sudbury ; due this my 
write in give & grant bnrgaiii & sell vnto the said 
Wnbr Hayne- (Haine) - St Hugh Griffin & the 
said planters of the town of Sudbury so ,much land 
mutitward & so much land rrestmard next adjoin- 
ing to a tract of latad wch I said Cato formerly 
muled unto George hfunnings & therest of the 
planters of Sudbury as may make the bounds of 
the said town to be full fyve miles square am all 
meadom, brooks, liberties priviled,ges & apperte 
nances thereto belongit~g wth all t l~e  said tmct of 
hnd granted. And I grant rut0 tliem for me & 
mine heim & brethren that I & they sliall & will 
.t any tyme make any furtlier nssumnce in writing 
for the more p'fct assurilfg of the s'd land & all 
$he premises W~ the appclertenances vnto the a'd 
Walter Haitre & Hugli Griffin & the sd planten 
& their successors forever ns they shall require. 

"In witness w-hereof I llerevnto put my hand 
& seal the twentieth day of the fourth montli one 
thouaand six hundred fourty eight." 

Hem follows 
W r  mark. ) 
" Signed sealed nnd delivered in the presence of 

. . " Em-UEL DOWXIXO 
Eraxux GUILD 

I' This deed wm sealed 8- acknowledged by -the 
sd Cato (who truly mrderstocxl the contet~ta d it 
the day & year above written) Before mee. 

''I JOHN \VI,~HPOP, Gocemor." 

In  Book IX., pages 341 to 353 inclusive, in tht 
Registry of Deeds at East Cnmbridp, is a rmurl 
in full of tile origiual deed given by tlie Indian 
proprietors to Sudbury, of two miles qunre on the 
west. This deed is very lengthy, - b o  much so 
to be inserted here in full, interesting ns it is, --and 
consequently only an abstrnct of i t  will be given. 
" Fomsmucli ;w tlie Gen' Court of the AInssa- 

cl~usetts Colony -in New Englnnd hath formerly 
granted to tlie T o m  of Sudbury in the County of 
Middlesex in the same Colony, an addition of land 
of two miles westsvard of their former grant of five 
miles, which is also hyd out & joynetli to  it : and 
whereas the Englisli occupiers, proprietors and 
possessors thereof, have cl~osen Capt. Edmond 
Goodenow, Left Josial~ Bayses, John Goodenow, 
John Brig1:um B Josepli Freeman to be a,comittee 
for the~nselves 8: for all the rest of tlre English 
proprietors thereof, giving them their full power to 
treat with & to purcllase the same of the Indian pro- 
prietors of the sd tract of land & to satisfy & pay 
therd for their native, aucie~it & heredih ry right 
title & interest thereunto. 
" Know all People by these presents Tlrrt Wee, 

Jehojakim, John Magus, Jol~n 2ifuskqua & his two 
daugliters Esther & Rachel, Benjamin Bohue, John 
Speen & Sarah his wife, James Speen, Domtt~y 
Wennetoo ,& Humpl~ry Bol~ue her son, M a y  
Xeppmun, Abupil the daughter of Josiah I Ind-  
ing, Peter Jetliro, Peter Muskquamogh, Jolm Bo- 
man, David Munnoan & Betty who are the ancient 
native & l~ereditary Indiun proprietors of the 
aforesQ\ro miles of land (for & in consideration 
of the just & full sum of twelve pounds of current 
money of New England to them in hand well & 
truly paid at or before the ensenling & delivery 
hereof by the said Capt. Edmond Goodenow, Leiit 
Josiah Hdnes . . . . in bchalf of themselves & of 
the rest of the English p e s s o r s ,  ornupien, pro- 
prietors & fellow-purchnsers) the recipt r h e m f  
they do hereby acknowledge & therewith to be 
fully satisfied, contented Sr paid & thereof & of 
every part & parcell thereof they do hereby for 
themselves & their l~eyrs Executors Admi~iistmton 
& Assipis clearly fully S: absolutely release, acquit, 
exonerate & discl~arge tlienl SE aU tlie English p. 
sewn . . . . & all & every one of tlieir h e ~ r s  . . . . 



forever. '. . . . Tbe same is limited, butted b 
bounded on the East by the old p u t  of the. s' 
T o m e  of Sudbury . . . -. t is butted& bounded 
northerly by the liue or bounds of the Townt of 
Concord, westerly by the line or bounds of the 
' h m e  of Stow & is bou~ided ooutlierly & partly 
westerly by the lands of 31r. Tliomas Danforth. 
'! I11 Witness whereof the above named Iudian 

grunton have hereunto each for tliemselues 6 
altogether sett their hands 8: seals, dated lla 
b y  of July in the year of our Lord one tllousaud 
six hundred eighty & four. dwnoqe &gri Regis 
G r o l i  Secwndi. X'XXPI. p e a  follow the nnmes 
of the grantors with their marks and seals.] 

" Cambridge.15 Octob 1654. All the persons 
thht have sisned & sealed this instrument eplmred 
before me this day & year above written lk freely 
acknowledged this writing to be their Act & deed. 

" D . ~ I E L  GOOKIN SEX. dasidl." 
1n;lorsemnf. - " All the Grantors of the instru- 

ment within written bekinning with Jehojakirn & 
ending with Peter Muskquamog did sign sede & 
deliver sd instrument in presence of us 

(' JOHN GBEEXE, JAYES BARNARD." 
(' 1fo.mver *we underwritten did see Benjamin 

Bohen, Dorotlly Wauneto S; Mary k Betty Nep-  
mun signe seal S; deliver this instrument the 15& 
clay of,Octb, 1681. 

" ANDREW P I ~ A X E E '  [mark] 
JAMES RCYSY [mark] 
SAYL'EL GOFF, JAYES B ~ ~ l r r r n  
DASIEL SACO?FAYBA~." 

Other indorsements are given, aud with tlie fol- 
lowkg the-docnrnent closes : - 

" Roxeuar, April lfi, '85. 
<'Charls Josias, Sachem of the 1Ums;lchusetts, 

having read and consided tlie within rritten deed 
with the Consent of his guardians S; Councellon 
undkraritten dotli for Ililnself S; his hejm allow 
of, ritify & confirm the withi11 written sale to the 
inhabitants of Sudbury 6 their heym forever, the 
h~icls therein hrgai~ied & mid. To have 6. to 
hold td the Fd IllIrabitants of Sudbury tl~eir hejn 
k' assigns forever 6 liath hereunto set his hand 
& e l  the day above rritten. 

"CURLS X Josrrs bis'mark 6 scrl 

"Allowed by us 
W!LLIAX ~ G H - ~ O X  ROBERT U. Noardcnr, 
Jorsrn Du~ler  \ \ ' ~ ~ ~ ~ W . b t i o r r o r .  

" Recorded 19.3. 1685 
by TUO. D.SPOBTH~ Rucorrlsr." 

While among the early settlers of Sudbwy w m  
families from Cambridge and Watertorn, it ia 
believed that a large. proportion of them -qma 
directly here from England. I t  is quite evident 
that these families were in p o d  circumstances, .s 
well as intelligent and decidedly religious, EO that 
they were prepred to plant the tom, build whool- 
liouses and churches, aud heli, lay the f o u n d a h  
of the state and tlie nation. 

I n  the New E~gZat~d Hidlorical a d  GerreaCcyi- 
cat Register for January, 1848, there b a vnlu- 
able paper headed " Passengers for New Eeglud, 
1638." The editor of the Register gives this ex- 
plnnation :- . 

"Tl~e  following list of early emigrants or pb. 
sengem was obtairied for the Ken England Hisbrio 
Genealogical Society, by Henry Stevens, Esq., ow 
of its membere lately resident in London. 

* SOCTHAYPTOF, 44 April, 1630. 
The list of the names of the Passengem in- 

tended for Kew England, in the good ahipp, tbe 
Confidence of London, of C C tonnes. , J o b  Job- 
son blr and thus by vertue of Lord T& w a d  cif 
the xja of April1 1685.' *' 

This list gives us .the number of "passengers, 
great and little " as one hundred and ten. Their 
names, residence, occupation, and aged are speci6ed. 
Of this number a considerable proportion cnaw to 
Sudbury, the nalnes of some of whom are .quite 
prominent in the early records of the place. 

E:i y his rite 
Thomns Hapnc . . 

nnder'lb of* . 
Aln ry 
John Rinnford . . . . . . . : . #7 
Johq Riddet their r u ~ b  . . . . . ,M I Rich: B i l h b  . . . '. 16 
Peter Xoyee ~enton,do.otSou~m* ~ a m m  . - a 
Thomas Koyce, his wnna . . . . . . . 1s 
Elizabeth Xojcc, his &ugbtcr 
Robert Dnis  1 . . . . . . . SO 
JnhnRuttcr h i s r m n b .  . . .' . . 8s 
3larpsrct Davis \ . . . . . . . W 

h'icholm Guy 
Jane, his wife 
5 laq  Gur, bis drnebter 
JorephTn~ter multr . . . . . 25 
Robert Bayley 1 . . . . a  

~cntoa,Cb.dSbclth- ~ o h n  Bent 1 I 8s 
llartbn, his wife 
Rnbcrt Bent 

R i  %v, S e m i  to Wmudgaodi.+ . . . 18 



Among the first settlers of this ancient town 'are 
names very familiar.pow,--names, some of which 
am =presented in fnmilies still mident Iiere, and 
who delight to trace their descent h c k  througji so 
many generations to thoseawho cnme to this I;lace 
not twenty years after the landing of the grand 
old Puritans on Plymouth Rock. W e  meution 
Edmund Browne, Robert Fordham, clergyman, 
Edmund Rice (Rise), Robert Bknt, Thomas and 
William Bro~me, Tl~omas Buckmaster, Thomas 
and Antient Cakbrend, Henry Curties, R~ber t  
Darnell, Edmond Goodenow, John Goodenougli, 
Thomas Goodnow, Hugh Griffin (wlcestor of tlie 
fismous President Griffin of Williams College), 
John Hone, Wyddon Hunt, Tiieodore Islyn, John 
Maynard, George Munning, Richard Newton, 
William Parker, John Parmenter, Sr. and Jr. 
Many other names might be mentioned as among 
the early settlere of Sndbury, did our slmce permit. 
. The towa had great prosperity in its early his- 
tory, growing in populatiori and in wealth. 

The t o m  was chartered in 1639, and in May, 
164Z, the inhabitants made a contract with Am- 
bnyse Leach to build a cart-bridge over the river, 
to be r a i d  "three feet above high-water mark, to 
be twehe feet wide," and completed by the last 

- daj of August following. This contract, on the 
part of Leach, was not met, aiid in November, 
1645, mother contract was made with Timotliy 
Hawkins of Tntertonn, to build a bridge at the 
same place, five rods long, fourteen feet wide, and 
one foot above lrigh-aahr mark. "Tlie inliabi- 
tants agreed to give the said Timothy, for his work, 
ItlS, to be paid in corn and cattle at  the price as 
two men shall judge them wortl~." 

November 26, 1643, it was "ordered that the 
Manhall levy a rate for pay for tlie bridge," which 
appears by subsequent records to have been finished 
according to contract. 

This bridge was probably one of the first regular 
fra~ned bridges built in the country. The bridge 
at  Waterton-n was not built till four years after, 
and ouly for foot-passengers. This is an indica- 
tion of thrift, energy, and intellige~ice of which 
Sudbu ry may well be proud. 

There is no account of the making of the can.* 
way half a mile long now to be found, when works 

' of smaller importance ore minutely given. I t  is 
supposed that the buildir~g of tlie causeway was 
commenced in 1643, though it was not fit~islicd 
till some years later. In March, 1758, tlre Gen- 
eral Court gave the town permission to h v e  a 

lottery for t h i ~ e f i t  of the aukm,. b ' t -  
purchased tickets of the third and fourth clnsa, and 
lost money by the operation. 

Four yean after the incorporation of ibe to rn  a 
ferry was estallislied, which was kept by Thomas 
Noyes for qne year,'and he. was a l l o d  to take 
twopence for a shgle pamn r, an$ a penny a 
head for a greater number. != liis ferry was from 
side to side of tlie river, not far from the upper 
causeway of to-day. 

In  1643, when the colony m divided into 
qunties, eight towns, one of wkc! wru Sudbnr); 
were assigned to Bliddlesex. 

June 15,1615, the town of Lancaster joined 
with other towns in petitioning the General Conrt 
for a grant to finish the bridge and causeway in 
Sadbury. & 20 were granted. 

Says Dr. Sparns : " The copy of the xecord of 
L a n d e r  road is so much worn that i t  cannot be 
given entire, yet so much remains that the p~ ic i -  
pal bounds call be ascertained : ' Begin& at the 
great River Meadow at  the gravel pitt - by the 
causeway, on the West side-a11d run to the North- 
west side of Thomas Plympton's ho.use - & them 
to timber swamp, & so on to lieart pond,' leav- 
ing the rock oil the North side, and so on to Sud- 
bury bounds to be the common liigliray toward 
Lancaster, through Sudbury, tlierefore wee have 
hereuuto sett our hands the 2j?d day of this pres- 
ent vear, no other date 1654. 

Among the records for 1646."' . . 
As early as 1636 the inhabitants of Concord 

applied to the court to aid them in draining the 
meadows by deepelling tlie cliarlnrl at the falls. In 
1644 Herbert Pelham of Cambridge,Tl~omas Flint 
and Lieutenant Simon ITillard of Concord, and Mr. 
Peter Noges of Sudbury were uppointed a com- 
mission by the court to devise some means "for 
draining and improving the meadows." Johnson 
says : " Several t ime they assayed to cut through 
the rocky falls, but cannot, yet it m y  be turned 
another way by a hundred pound charge, by cut- 
tiug a channel to Charles Eiver." 

The meadow-lands were the stnndard of valuation. 
At that time everytliiug necessary to the rehre  of 
the town1 was attended to promptly and with marked 
stri~igei~cy. This is seen by tlie foliowilig : - 



ct 20 day last Mo. 1639. I t  aas ordered that 
for neglecting' to come forth to the mbnding of the 
highway, when lawfully suminoned thereto, the 
pilolty shall be five shillings." 

"On tlie 1P day of Nov. the following rule 
wa; agreed upon for working on the highway : 
1. The man shall work one day; 2. For 
evev six acres of meadow land a man hath, he 
shall wbrk one day ; 3. Every man r h o  shall neg- 
lect to make all fences appertaining to his fields by 
the 24 of April shall forfeit 5 shillings." 

'About this time a great cliange took place in 
the price of cattle. Tlie ruling price, which be- 
fore this year had been enormous, now, in conse- 
quence of the cessation of importation of settlers, 
fell to about one third of the former value. Milch 
cows, wliich had brongllt from £25 to $30, now 
fell to £5 or t 6 .  

In  1639, 'to prevent abuses on the part of both 
emplojers and employees, as also on the part of 
borrowers and lenders of money, the prim of labor 
knd tlie rates of interest were established by law. 

Dr. Stprns says: "Very Boon after the incor- 
pontion of the 'town a road was made on either 
side of the river, from north to south, the length 
of the town. These roads were on the =t side 
four' rods mvide, and on the west side six rods 
aide. 

6tThe lneadow lands, altogether, are larger on 
the west than on the east side of the river. 

"In 1648 a liigliaay was laid out between Sud- 
bury and Col~cod by men appointed by tlieir re- 
spectite towns : as the year before a committee was 
appointed to lay out the line with Watertorn men, 
between Watertown and Sudbury ." 
- In  1648 a pound was built nuder the direction 
of Mr. IYillbm Brown aud Edmond Godnow. 

December 7, 1647, ten yean after Sudbury 
began to be wttlecl, as looking towards its incor- 
p q t i o n  as a town, a cow common was laid out on 
the west side of the river. This common included 
nearly all the upland not hid out in house-lots, 
between tlie river mendow on the east, Hop 
Meadow - (or Wasl~broolr h f d o a )  on the rest, 
and .Pantry Brook mid G~ilf Meadow on the nortli 
and northeast. Tlie inl~3bitnnts were allowed to 
pasture in this common cattle, horses, alieep, etc., 
aocording to their valuation as proprietors of I 
meadow-hnds. There was an equally baluable I 

Espeial pains were taken to prevent idleness, 
and to promote the higliest tone of morality among 
the rising generation. Schools were early estab- 
lished, - reading scliool~ and a grammar dm01 ; 
tlie latter kept by a man capable of fitting -la 
for college, aud this school was movable from dis- 
trict to district. 

While from year to year the toun made provis- 
ion for the poor, at quite an early date they r a i d  
the question of providing a workhouse for idle - 
in the records i t  reads idol- people, for the pur- 
pose of preventing the multiplication of tramp; 
and such a house was built in Lanum district, but 
after the trial of a few years i t  was given up. 

June 16, 1647, " Ordered, That the surveyors 
of the Town lnnd shall lay out 50 acres of upland 
about Hop Brook meadow, near the cart path that 
goes over the brook, to be reserred for the use bf 
the town when they shall set a mill upon the 
brook." 

Jruiua ry 1, 1659, "Granted unto Mr. Ti~omar 
Noyes and to Mr. Peter Noyes for and in consid- 
eration of a mil1 at Hop Brook, lying and being 
on the west side of Sudbury great Etiver, belok 
the cart way that lends to Ridge meadow, vie. Mty 
acres of upland and fifteen acres of meadow, uitl- . 
out Commonadge to the mid meadow, four acm 
of the said fifteen acres of meadow ljing and being 
nithin the demised tract of uplands. Ahgranted 
to tile above named parties, timbers of any of the 
Sudbury common land, to build a d  maintain tbe 
said mill. - I' 

'' Also the said Thomas and Peter Noyes do 
covenant with the town for the faregoing consid- 
eralions to build a dufficient mill to grind the tows 
of Sudbury's corn, the mill to be built belo'w the 
cart way tllat now is leading to Ridge meadow, the 
said gmntees their heirs and successors are td have 
nothing. to do with the stream above, four rods 
above the aforementioned cart way of wid mill; to 
be ready to grind tile corn by the first of December 
next ensuiag, and if the said pntees,  their heirs 
and assipw, dull  damage the highway over the 
brook, by building the said mill, they are to make 
the way as good as it now is, from time to time, 
that is to say, the above specified way over the 
mill brook, and said Tiiomas No~ea and Peter Noyeu 
are also to leave a highway six d s  ride joining 
to the brook, from the cart way that now is to tlte 

cow common for the conve~~ience of tlie inhabitants 
on the east side of the river, in the soutl~east part 
of the town. 

widow Loker's meadow." 
"In 1059 a new mill for grinding the corn 

bf tlie town was built on Hop Brook, w w  Wash 



Brook, and 8 new highway was built out from the 
gravel pjt.0~ the we+ side og, the river to $he said 
mill, six rods ride." 

March 26, 1677, " Ordered, That Peter King, 
Thomas Beed &n, John Goddnow, Jos. Freeman, 
J d  Smith havezberty grnnted to,b&ild a saw-mill 
on Upper Hop' Brook above Id;. Peter Koyes' corn 
mill, at a place viewed by a iomlnittee of the tom.  
which if they 'doe tliey are to liave 20 0 n s  of tip- 
ber and earth Eor the dhm." This mill $as built, 
probably, 44 tbe site of Moore's and Perry's saw- 
mill. 

The fint settlement in ~ u d b u y  was,on the east 
ride of the7 river, where were the 'first burying-. 
ground and m~ting-heuse, the parsoyge, the 
school-house, and the blacksmith-slop. - " ' 

The town das divided into E y t  and West Syd- 
bury, by the. river in gast, in 3780. The hnd was 
more extended on tlk rat than on the &st ride. 
The populatiqn, before tlie division, was larger on 
the west s ib than  on the ea?t,tmd lorlg before tlw: 

-: division of. +e t b 9 , t o o k  place the cliurcp bad 
' been dividd, -%he,&urch on the rest side takifig 

the n a m y f  the First Church of Sudbury. For a 
long time before the division the annual town- 

. meetin* were $held alternately on the east 'and 
west side, and the town officers were selected f m n  
each side ill about equal proportion. 

l'he division of the t o m  becnme a necmitjfor 
the accommodation of tlie people. Fmm year to 

f year, for some'~ears before i t  took place, the divis- ' 

: ion of the town am diwused both in s private 
way and in towii-meeting ; but the step of dividing ' 
the torn  was not taken till m0, f a u  yearsPJafter 
the Declaration of Independence, and aboqt in the 
middle of tlie Revolutio~mry War. 

1 gation of the latter, and a hetter nnderstand~ng, in 
all respects, bet- the two, rigs, The great 
figlit, near ihe 'dob of tlie'kar, one of the most 
bloody on record, was on Gnkn Hill, ~ndbury;  the 
Indians. pining tht! victory,,thougli qt-too g m t  a 
cost to ,be of any vrlue to,tliem, as it leh t h  too 
much reduced, every wa< to P ~ u $ $ ~ ~ l e  

- - .  with aay degree of coum8& + ; . 
Green Hill is about one rni~e.~buth,of~&pDIn's 

Hill, already spoken of, a d  $ha.prolcise lMi of 
the figlit is not much southweit of maaameat 
that marks the exact spot wLr6 m? lder tlw-boau 
of Captains IVadsworth and 13roclle &n k urd their 
noble men. Green Hill a ~ ~ d  Gor&an\*Hill are 
really but one hill, G-n IIill bGiagp?t &a- south- 
.qm extremity and Gohildlns's Hilt .$ the,mdern, 
with a slight deptession be- t k  two &its. 

The terrible figlit c m e  to phss in this rry &The 
Indians were conceaka in great fond,-soqc my 
to the numbecof lA500j,$qk t h i sEP  conjqture, 
h d  most a s  eir tmgant  On t4 a p  
proach of 11&li&a fempf the Indinnabme 

"out frpm tlieir hiding-place, c d  t;ae -me of 
Captain Wndrnortfi, and as Jopn as t$ey %hadis- 
covered ,pretended fight and fled, only , -kver ,  as 
a platter of strategy. T h t  .plot s a q x u W , ~ ~ b e n  
they insbntly mades furious assault on the Eng- 
lish. Ciptain ITadsworth and his-men W v e d  

,,the attack in good order, and bqk.'ta ah 
;adjacent hill, maintained tlieir grouqfor  $sq four 
hours, losing only a fcw of their pumberj but in- 
flicting svery severe loss on,'tlieir'rusnilants. The 
Indinus, in their emergency, reso* to  I ther 
stratigem, and set fire to .the w+ to the%d- 
ward of the.English, rliich s p p d  ria n- 
pidity, tp tht wind was strong aud. th-* vey 

We do not desire to introduce matter into this 
rketch of Sudbury that properly beloogs to tlie 
history of IVaylnnd, ns that histary Gill have a 
place in this volume. .- 

1643 [IVi~ithmp~s Journal, Yol. II: p. 33Z]. 
:About the midst of this summer there am& a 
fly out of the ground, about tlie bigneq of the top 
of a man's little finger, of brown color. Tbep filled 
the wood from Co~inecticut tb Sudbury with ti great 
noise, and eat up the young sprouts of tlie- trees 
but meddled not with the corn. If tlie Lord l~ad . 

not stopped them they had spoiled all our orchards, 
for they dicl some few." 1 

King Philip's War, though short, was eice&ingly 
disastrous both to the E_liglish n11d tlie Indians, , 

resulting, however, in the almost yermai~ent subju- 

d .  Thd.raging flames a i u . d ~ a ~ t a i r i ~ ~ . d s ~ o t t ~ i  
and liis men to abandon their hvsrrrble. position, 
when the savages poured in upon t&m b m  dvey 
side, and so by superior numbers ovcrqma 
All the English but about tweniy'wed El*; 
fell illto the hands of the enemy. A portion of 
those who escaped took shelter in the mill-liear by, 

, and rere rescued by Csptaip Preritice, rith'about 
' -fifty horse, and Captain Co~ell ,  who mu on his way 
from Brookfield with a b u t  thirty I&. Both 
Captain Prentice and Cowell barely 'escsped the 
fate of Wads\votth and Bmcklebank. Captains 
Wadsworth and Brocklebank, by dU the historians 
of this battle, are spoken of as men 06 high stand- 
ing as bptains, nnd aa greatly esteemed for their 
noble moral andxliristian character. 





"The 18th of April, 1576, mu observed as .the 
two hundredth anniversary of this remarkable fight. 
Tlre day was celebrated in a becoming mariner, 
Kith a procession, and an address by Hon. T. B. 
Hurlbut at the monument, historical of the &use 
and method of its erection, a prayer a t  the U~itn-  
rian Church by Rev. G. A. Oviatt, and an oration' 
by Professor E. J. Young of Harvard College, fol- 
lowed by seven1 addresses in reslwa* to senti- 
ments given by J. S. Hunt, Esq., all under t l ~ e  
direction of the committee of amgements,  lfmsrs. 
J. P. Fairbanks, T. P. Hurlbut, and T. J. Saitder- 
son, Homer Rogers acting as marslid of the day. 

" Tb l\rdsworth Monument stands as the joint 
tribute of t l~e  state of Nawhuse t t s  and the town 
of Sud bo ry." 

"The first monument [quoting from Mr. Hurl- 
but's Address] on t l~is  spot, erected about 1730, was 
placed here bp President Wadsnorth of Harvard 
allege, son of Captain Samuel \Tadsrorth." This 
~llonument, a simple, plain slate slab, was falling 
away, when many felt that sometl~ing sl~ould be 
done to preserve it. November 10, 1851, the 
town appoiuted a committee of twenty-five, with 
Colonel Drury Fairbank as chairman, "to inves- 
tigate the subject and report at  a future meeting. 
The 26th of Jllnuary, 1852, this committee made 
a partial report, and were instructed to petition the 
legislture for aid in tlie erection of tlie monument." 
As the mul t  of tliis moveme~~t tlie legislature made 
an appropriation of $500 to be expei~ded under 
tile directioa of Governor I3outwell. IVl~at was 
needed in addition to t l~is  appropriation by the 
state was given by the town. The monument, 
toptiler wit11 a road ladiag to the s p t ,  was 
completed at an expense of ~iearly $2,000. The 
rno~~ument u-as dedicated November 23, 1852, the 
dedicatory address beiug delivered by Governor 
Boutwell. 

"The remains of the ancient dead were taken 
from their former graves and placed in boxes. 
Portions of t~renty-nine skeletons, corresponding 
t o  tlie tiumber recorded as buried there, were fouad. 
The bones were in a remarkable state of preser- 
vation, some of tlie~n benrirg marks of Motrs tint 
were giveti two hundred !cars ago. T l~e  boses 
containing tlie remains were placed in tlie vault 
betlath tile monument, t l ~ e  aperture was closed, 
and the ancient slab erected by Presidelrt W d s -  
worth placed in front." 

The ditference of opitlio~~ long prevailing among 
historical writers in regard to the date of tile battle 

0 

1 on Green IIill, in which Wadsworth was slain, led 
the \r;iter to make independent and careful investi- 

I gtion'of the testimony fa\;oring the 18th of April 
and that supporting the 2lst  of April, 1676, as the 
true d a k  The result confirms the belief that the 
date &ded on the monliineut is an error, and 

'that. tliis me~norahle conflict took plece dtr the 
afternoor; of Feday, A+I 21;.1676. . , . . 

There exist not less than five distinct sources of 
evidence, all contcmpomry, all' made by men r h o  
rere personally or officially connected with t l ~ e  
events described, or who were in a lmsition to 
Ian1 the facts as they occurred, and who had no 
motive for recording anytl~ing but the truth. 

To understand the exact force of the  record^, it 
needs to be noted that the Indians attacked Narl- 
borough on Tuesday or Wednesday, and burnt 
the 11our-e~; they assaulted Sudbury Tom, which 
was on the east side of the river, during Thursday 
night or early i11 the morning of Friday; and the 
figlit with Captain Wadsworth took place late in 
the aftenloon of Friday. News of the night or  
enrly morning attack reaclied Co~icord in season 
for their met1 to come to the relief aud take part 
in the conflict, and it m s  news of this attack which 
induced Captain Wadsworth to retrace his s t e p  
from Marlborough. I t  was news of this attack 
on the east-side inhabitants which reached Major 
Gookin and the authorities at Boston early in the 
afternoon. 

The evidence in the case may be stated t h w  : - 
1. ~1ajor'~ookin's History. He had command 

of the friendly Indians silo were used as scouts, 
and a compn j  of whom were with lrim that after- 
noou. His account is : " Upon April 21, about 
midday, tidings came by many messengers that a 
great body of the enemy had assaulted a town called 
Sudbury that morning. Indeed (through God's 
favor) some small assistance was already sent from 
Jl'atertown by Crlpt. Hugh hlason. T i m ,  with 
some of the inl~abihnts, joined, and with some 
others that came to their help there wns a vigor- 
ous resistnace made, and a check given to tlie 
enemy. nu t  these particulars were not known 
when the t id i~~gs  came to Charlestom, allere the 
Indiiln compl~ies were ready. Just at tlie begill- 
11i11g of the lecture there, as thew titlings came, 
JIi~jor Gooliin and Mr. Thomas lhnforth . . . . 
p v e  orders for a ply of h o w  . . . . and t l ~ e  In- 
dian company under Capt. Huntii~g forthwith to  
m:~rcl~ away for the relief of Sudbury. . . . . Early 
in tlle monri~~g upon April 22, over 30 Indiaus 
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pwaed over the bridge to the west side of the river . . . . made a thorough discovery . . . . saw so 
many English lie dead . . . . some they knew, 
namel? Capt. Bmcklebank of Bowley and Cnpt. 
Wadsrorth otllilton, who with about thirty-two 
private soldiers were slain the day befoe" 

a. Judge Sewail's Diary. " Nota bene. Fn- 
day about 3 in tlie afternoon, April 21,1876, Capt. 
Wadsworth and Capt. Brocklebank fall, almost one 
hundred, since I hear about fifty men slain S miles 
off Sudbu ry, the said. T o m  burned, garrison house 
except." p e  place of the fight on G m n  Hill 
is about three pliles from .the middle of the town 
of Wayland, t h k  Sudbury:] 

3. IUilita ry papen in. the .s&te archives. In 
Vol. LXVIII., page 220, in the council's lGter to, 
Governor Winslow is this statement: "Tl~is day 
we have intelligence in the general that Sudbu ry 
ms this morning assaulted, and many houses burnt 
doh; particulars of 'tbe sorroiFfu1 certainty of 
things is not ?et come to hand. E. B M. 

4iJ is7s.m 
b the same vdume, page 290, is the following 

Q&etter to Left. Jacob " : ((The Council having 
lately received information of Od'a further power 
upon os in depriving the county both of your 
Captain and Capt. Wadstrorth with several others 
by permitting.the enemy to destroy them yesterday . . . . we do order you to take tlre charge of the 
mid Compeny. EDW. Itawso~ W. 

B o t h  42 April 1676." . . 

4. The Roxhuy Town Beconis. 
Thomas Baker jr. 
John hberts wen all slain at Sudbn ry 

I- by the Indians under 
nlomas Bornley sen* co~mand of Gpt. Sam1 Wm Cleaves Wadsworth upon 
Joseph Pepper 
Tliornas Hopkins 

21. April 1676." 

Sam1 Gardner Iieut, 
5. The Bliddlesex Probnte Records. 

Hen are preserved the following papers : " The 
humble petition of Esther Curry bf Cotlconl, liow- 
eth that her late husband Dnvid ras slain by the 
Indians at Sudbuy and left me a poor widow with 
six small child re11 " ; and in conl~ection " the In- 
ventory of the estate of David Curry of Concord, 
rho  deceased the one-and-twentieth day of April 
1676." 
"An Inventory of the estate o[ James Hosmer 

of Conconl, d e c d ,  being dain in the inpge- 

ment with the Indinos at Sudbury on the 21 of tbe 
seeond month 1676." 

Papen of precisdl the same import, relating to 
the estates of Josiah Wheeler of Concord, and 
William Heyrod of Sudbury, are on file. And 
it should be stateil in thi? connection, thnt a paper 
in the state archives [Vol. LXVIII., pnge 2243, 
signed by \wo of Captain Bfason's men, g i v e  these 
particulars : '# On the next day in the morning, r e  
went to look for Ctnmrd men who were slain in the 
river meadow, where we found five, and brought in 
canoes to the Briclge foot, and buried them there." 

The hdians of Sudbury were nota distinct tribe, ' 

nor did they &long to any of the neighborills 
tribes, but rere a mixture very likely from fami- 
lii who came liere for some special purpose, and 
finding such fine 11unti11g and fishing, took posses- 
si.011 of the locality. They were not very numerous. 
From time to time they p t l y  annoyed the Eng: 
lish, and the records show that. our fntben fend ,  
every ndw and then, an Indian war, so tlmt they 
wen obliged, on all -ions, to be well armed, 
while it was contrary to law for any of them to 
change their place of .residence without permission. 
The English evidently treated the Indiani they 
fonnd here in a friendly and Christian m y  -; and 
with some snccess - small indeed - endeavored 
to bless them with Christian civilization. 

In conn&tion with 'the battles :on th& eiist side 
of the river the 2Oth, and on Green Hill the 2lst 
of April, 1676, much property was destroyed a d  
many houses burnt.' 

!J%e Ind-ians, after the battle Kith Wadsworth, 
invested tlie Haynes garrison-house, near the river, 
on the west side, in the northem part of the town, 
and uld erious expedients to destroy it. cc At 
fint they attempted to set it on fire with pitch- 
pine arrows ligl~ted at the ends, but as they wen 
obliged to rppmch quite near, they were reaclled 
by the arms of the besieged, and so wen nnsuc- 
cesful. They then loaded a cart with unbroken 
flax, set fire to it, and trundled it toknnls the 
garrison, but the cart was upset and consumed 
without doutg any damage to the besieged. - 
" Twelve men corning from Concord for the relief 

of tile gmson might have reached it, but for r 
number of squaws who decoyed them into the 
meadow, where all but one fell into the hands of 
the enemy." 

I t  is not probable tlmt any Sudbury men were 

1 %  thmq that S d b w y r r r  atbckedmthefMtb,uwt 
apported by the authorities cited in the text. - Ed 



with Captain Wndswertli in llis desperate struggle 1 

with the savages on the 2lst of April, as they must 
have been the chief body that fought t11e'Indians 
the day before, On the side of the Indians were 
tlieir brnvest and most trusted warriors, under their 
most powerful braves, led either b? he-Eyed John 
or Sagamore Sam. 111 all coming time the G r e e ~ ~  
Hill fight r i l l  be referred to as oue of the most 
desperate nnd well-conducted battles ever waged 
between civilized and swage soldiers. 

Having spoken of the I l r p e s  garrison-house, 
it should be said that there were tl~ree noted houses 
of this sort on the west side of the river: the 
Walker house in the soutll~rest part of the town, 
called l'eelshnm ; tlie I lay~~es 1 1 0 ~ ~ s  on Water Row, 
north of the upper. causeway ; and a~~otller on 
tile -mad to Franiingl~am in the south part of 
the town, wllere Mr. Luther Cutting now resides. 
Ti~ese grriso~l-houses were usually very massive, 
and bullet-pmof. Yrofeswr Tou~lg, having person- 
ally examined it,dewribes tl~elYitlker l~ouse th119:- 

This bouse, " now olvnecl b~ tile venerable mil- 
lad Walker, was built by his great-grandfather 
two huedml yeom ngo, and has been in the pos- 
session of the family ever since. There is one 
b i n  ill this house measnring t\velve.b~ fourtcen 
inches. l ' l~e building is covered on all sides kith 
four-inch plank of pirclr-pine, r l ~ i c l ~  is set up elid- 
wise and .mches to the roof, r l ~ d  is llclcl on the 
inside by wooden pins. The chimncy, likewise, is 
imme~~se, u ~ d  l ~ r s  sevrnl enormous flum ; while 
tJle fiwplnce war large eno11q11 to contain logs tbit  
were rigltt fed lo~lg. The rinclowr were oriijnrlly 
of diamo~d-sluped glass set in lead ; but these 

have been removed. I t  is a most unique curiosity 
and an ' i~~v~luable  relic wl~ich should never be.dc 
stmyed." This is the o111g one of the t11m gq&- 

1 wnl-houus still nmainii~g the H a p &  house hv- 
ing been demolished quite recently. ' 

In  the Itevolutionary War, in 1776, when 'the 
Declaration of Indepe~~dcnce was made, and the 
war formally begun, Sudbury was tile most popu- 
lous, and in many reqpcts one of the most impor- 
tant towns in lliddlesex County. At  tlmt date 
the populatioi~ was 2,160, while that of Waltham 
was 870 ; of \Votertown, 1,067 ; ol  Cambridge, 
1,586; of Charlestown, 360; of Concord, 1,341; 
of Lexingto~~, 1,088; and of Nnrlborough, 1,554. 
Tlie records show that Sudbuq was in advance of 
almost all the towns round ab011t in furnishingmen, 
h o ~ ,  cattle, ha!, and many other suppliep for the 
army. As in these respects Sudbnry was such a 
lending town, the action of the voters on any mtms- 
uws of public moment was sought, as carrying 
great weigl~t with it. 

I t  is ericlent that Sudbury at that time h d  aev- 
, en1 lnen of great nbilit~, \vliile the r l~ole  people 

w,ere lop1 to the core, and ready to bear their part 
in the prosecation of tlre struggle. For a'long 
time before t l~e  war broke out there were in the 
t ~ ~ v n  two companies of minute-men, -one on the 
enst a~ld  one on the west side of the riverJ-and 
an alarm-co~npny comlmsed of old men exempt by 
age from service, and of those too young to eder  
the reeuiar militin service. Tllese compl~iics ~ n d  
frequently for drill, often ic the evei~it~g, o11c1 iu 
tile ~nerti~~g-l~onses, and, frccluer~tly by tile light of 
pine-hiot torcl~es. The town ad to pay a s m l l  
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compensation to these compnies of minkmen ,  
according to tlie time they spent in the drill. 

Patriotic instructions, prepared by a committee, 
by a vote of the town, were given to Peter Noyes, 
Esq., representative of Sudbury to the Geneml 
Court, as vigornusly setting forth tile kutirneiih gf 
the people ia relation to the Stamp Act. 

March, 1770, tlie town by vote " manifested their 
hearty approbation of the generous agreement of 
merchants in Boston to put a stop to tlie imporfa- 
tion of British goods, and engnged for tlie~nselves, 
and all ui thin their influence, to countena~ice and 
encourage the same." 

I t  also voted to discountenance the importen 
r h o  advertised in the public prints, " vho presume 
to cou~~teract the Patriotic scheme of tlie body of 
merchints in Boston and throualiout North Amer- 
icn, by withdrawing all commercial connection from 
them and their abettors, and by frowning upou 
thok who bold any commerce with them." 

At that same meetidg the town voted to encour- 
rge the nailing business. 

February 1, 1773, the tomi adopted the repott 
of 'a special cdmmittee chosen at a previous meet- 
ing, with instructions to their representative to the 
General Court. The report is able, spirited, full 
of the matter; but for tlie want of space we here 
give only the instructions to the representative. 

" I n d r t d i o n a  to Join Noyes, Euq. 
rc SIB, - You being chosen by the inhabitants 

of this town to represent them in tile Great and 
Qeneral Court or Assembly of this Province, we 
think proper at this critical Day, when our inval- 
uable rights and privileges are so openly invaded, 
to give you the folloying iustructions : - 

"Tluit you invariably adhere to and stead- 
t s t ly  maintain (so far as you are able) all our 
Charter Rights and Priviliges and that you do not 
consent to give tliem, or any of them up, on any 
pretence whatever. Thnt you mnke use of nll your 
b10ue~ce that some effective method be devised and 
pursued for the restontion of our violated rights 
and redress of all our grievances. l'hat you use 
your endeavor, that the Governor be prevailed 
upon to make n grant for tlie payment of an agent 
cliosen by the Representative body of tlie Provi~~ce, 
to present our compl:~itits to the a r s  of our King. 

"JOHY NAYXARD 
SAXSOX BELC~EB 
Jonx BILKAX 
WY RICE Jr. Co"mif'ee." 
Purreas GLEAZER 
Aarox Mrsa~nr 

1 
J 

December, 1774, the town chose a committee to 
" observe the conduct of all persons .touching' the 
associntion agreement entered into by the Conti- 
liental Congress, w110se business it sl~all be to see 
tlie articles contaiued tllereiri ate strictly ac lhed  
to by the inhabitants of this town," and dhose 
John Kiton Clminnan of this Committee. ' ' 

June 10, 1776, the town voted "l'hat i t  case 
the Honornblc Congress should, for tlie safety of 
tlie Americcm Colonies declare tliem Indellenderit 
of the Kingdom of Great Britain they, the inhabi- 
tants of said town, will with tlieir lives m d  fortunes 
snpport them in the measure." Lieutenant Jona- 
than Rice, Ilr. IVilliam Rice, and Ezra Taylor, 'Esq., 
were ciiosen a committee to dn f t  instructions for 
their representatives, atid report at a future meet- 
ing. Arid the action of the town respecting 'the 
importation of tea, in connection with the action 
of Boston in throwing the'tea overboard in Bostou 
harbor, wns eqtlally decided and 'pntn'otic. 

Sudbhry's most distinguished military man be- 
fore and during tlie Bevolutionnry Wdr was Geh- 
era1 John Nixon.' He  wns a soldier by nature. 
In tlie French and Indian wan he displayed great 
ability and bravery. He was boni i ~ i  Framing- 
ham, in 1725. When only twenty years of age he 
served under Sir William Pepperell in the expedi- 
tion~agniiist Louisburg. Having been seven years 
in service, both in the army and navy, he rettwned 
to his native place, but not long to remain iuactire, 
or in the pursuit of the peaceful avocations of life. 
After a short respite he apirrjoined the army, and 
was honored with a captain's commission. He  was 
in tile nthck on Ticonderoga, and bore a part in 
thedefeat of hbercrombie. He was in thc battle 
at Lnke George, and subsequently in the same war 
with the French was led into an ambuscade, but 
"cut his way out" and escnld from the enemy, 
but not without the sacrifice of most of his men. 

As soon as the people b e e n  to organize an army 
to resist the arbitrary measures of the mother 
country, Ninon was placed in command of one 
of the compnies of minute-men in Sudbury, iu 
wliicll town he then resided, which company, rep- 
resenfing tlie west side of the river, he led in the 
memorable battle at Concord aud Lexin@ouJ April 
19, 1775. 

Under the resolution to raise and equip a regi- 
ment for the emergency, Captain Nhon was suc- 

1 Blast of the sketch of Cenernl Xison i s  ropicd fmm an d- 
dmr by the late 1100.. Loreow Sabioe of YnminghPpl, -&&I 
fJf-. 



cessful in enlisting men to serve under him, and in 
June, 1775, an order was passed by tlie Committee 
of Safety, rvompendi~~g Congress to promote him 
to the rank of colo~~el, which recommendation was 
at once ponjplied with, as their records show that 
he was appointed the next day, and that the five 
commissions were appointed to his officers "agreea- 
bly to t ly  list by him made out " ; thus he went 
into the service with both officers and men of his 
o m  election, all, as a regiment, lirrvi~~g full confi- 
dence in each other. 

I n  the battle of Bunker Hill Colonel Niron's 
regiment was ou the hl~st ic  side, and was con- 
spicuous for i ts  good conduct, having the honor of 
being directly under the eFe of General TTnrren. 
Iq this enggement Colonel ISixon receiked a severe 
wound, from r l~ i ch  lie never wholly recovered, and 
was borne off the field but a few molnents before 
General Warren fell. 

November 4,1773, Colonel Nison was in camp 
i n  Cnmbridge, in command of four regiments. 
=rly in 1776 TTasl~ington, as commander-in-chief, 
nddrwsed a letter to C o a p s s  in reference to the 
nppointment of general officers, and wit11 i t  a list 
of all the colollels in the army from R'ew H a m p  
shire to Pennsjlvania, stating that Colonel R'ison's 
military talents, ant1 I~is bmvery on the 17th of 
June, entitled him to promotion ; a l~d  consequently 
l ~ e  vas one of the six who, at that diite, were com- 
missioned as brigadier gnernls. 

In December, 1776, Geaeral Kixon was with 
,his brigade on the Delaware. July 1,1777, Tash- 
ington wrote. to Geneml Putnnm that it was almost 
certain that Generals IIoae and Burgope would, 
if possible, " unite their attacks and form ti junction 
of their two armies," and, he contir~ued, " I ap- 
prove much of your contluct ill onler i~~g Niron's 
brigade to be in m d i ~ ~ e s s  ; and I desire it may be 
e~nhrked  immediately with tl~cir baggage, to go to 
Albany as soon as Genernl Y~~I IUI I I 'P  and Ciencrnl 
I'arson's bri&des are so near Peeks-Kill that they 
arrive to supplv their place.", 

Geneml X i ~ o n  s l ~ a r d  fully in the lionor of tlie 
ap tu re  of Uurgojne. 

In  the Stillwater battle a cannon-ball pnssed so 
near his l~ead as to 11ear1y drstroy the vision of 
one eye and the Iicaril~g of one ear. 

111 Juue, 1770, TYasl~i~~gton made liis had -  
quarters at ;\few T\-i~~dsor, that 11c 111ig11t better 
~nrsonally have l ~ i s  anny on botli sides of t11e 
IIudson, under I~is  eve. The main body he left 
under the co~nmand of Genml Put~lam. The ob- 

ject of Washington was to p a d  against an m u l t  
on West Point. Three brigades were crtationed on 
the enst side of the river, one of which was General 
Nixon's. 

Tliis closes the account of General Nixon during 
the Reyolutionary War. He resigned in 1780. 
His residence in Sudbury was on the ~iorthern slope 
of Nobscott. He was twice married, and had eleven 
children ; oi~ly one grandchild survives, Christopher 
Gore Cutler, who lives in the south pert of the 
toan. Esquire Cutler is u o r  in the eighty-ninth 
year of his age, and remembers very distinctly his 
gmndfatlier Six011 as a man of medium size, of a 
pleasant countenance, and a very white hegd. He 
used to delight in the society of his gmndchildren, 
and oftell amused them by ,plating etoriea. and 
singing a song of the war. Genernl Nixon moved 
to lliddlebur~, T-ermont, where lie died at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety years. 

The nest prominent military man as a repmen- 
tative of Sutlhury in the Revolutionary War was 
Colonel Ezekiel Hone. He was a native of 'tbis 
town, and one of the proprietors mid keepers of tlm 
Red-horse Tavern, or, more poetically, The Thy- 
side-Inn. 

Shattuck's Hiutory of Concorde~ys (p. 110) : - 
"Tliere were at this time, 177.5, in this vicinity, 

nnder a rather imperfect organizatio~~, a regiment 
of militia and a reginlent of minute-men. Officers 
of minute militia, Col. Jam Barrett and Lieut. GI .  
Ezekiel Iiowe." Again (p. 115), <' The Sidbu ry 
Companj attacked them (the British) near Hardy's 
Hill nnd below the Brooks Tavern, and on the old 
r o d  north of t l~e  school-house a severe battle wm 
fouglit. 

"Two companies from Sudbuy under Hoae, 
Kison, ant1 Ha~nes  came to Coacod, a id  hav i~~g  
receit-ed orders from a person statipned at the 
entrance of the t o m  for the purpose of a guide, 
to lmceed to the west instead of south bridge, ar- 
rived near Colonel 13arrett's just before the British 
soldiers retrmtetl. Tllcj llalted in sigl~t of Colonel 
Barrrtt, a11d Colo~~el Howe observed, ' If ally blood 
113s bec.n shed, not one of the rascals sl~oll escape,' 
ant1 dir;s~iising I~i~nself, rode on to nscertnin t l ~  
trtrtlr. &fore proceeding far, firing began at tlle 
bridge, and t l ~ e  Sudbury compuics pursued the 
retreating Uritisl~." 

In the Concord :lnd Lexington bqttle, April 19, 
1775, - only one battle, in fact,- tllree of our men 
were killed, aatnel.v, Deacon Jwiirh Ha~nes  (of the 
alarm comlnn>), JIr. Asallel Rend, and 31r. Joshua 
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~sjhfea Exc&i@ed George W. ~ u r t i r  in hia cen- 
teutlial oration, -4pril 19, 1875 : " The minute- 
A n  of b e  Revolution ! He was Deilcon Josiah 
Haynej otsliclbury, eighty gean old, d i o  tnarcl~ed 
with liis &mpdny to the South Bridge at Concord, 
tben joilied in. the Lot pursuit to Lexington, aiid 
fell .s gloriously as Warfell a t  Bunker Hill." 

Of Colonel JSizo11'a regimelit in the battle at 
Banker Hill, one'company asas from Sudbnq, and 
of thh company this 'minute is four~d : " Killed on 
the 17* of June; a t  Battle of Bunker Hill, i l r .  
Joshaa h y n e s  jr. of Capt. Aaron Haynea' comb 
piny ." 

The f e l l ohg ,  dated Sudbury, March 21, 1775, 
is authentic, and sl~ows the feelings and condi- 
tion of the town before the first gun was dred in 
the war, in anticipation of the wont that might 
come:-' ' 

, . 

"The return of the several cornpanp of militia 
.ad minute men, iu Said Town, viz - Capt. Moses 
Stoue's Compopy - 93 men, of tliem 18 JIQ guns, 
at Lecut one. t h i d  part firelocks unfit for sarvis, and 
derwajs unaquipt. . 

''Cap. Aaron Haynes company 60 men, well 
provided. with arms, the most of them provided 
with Bagonits or hatchits, about one Quarter part 
with cartridge Boxes. 

- 

. "Cap. Joseph SmitVs compny consisting of 
75 able bodied men, forty well aquipt, twenty 
Promise to 611d and aquip thetnselves ernehtely, 
fifteen no guns, and otl~erwise unaquipt. 
" Tbe Troop. Capt, h c  Lover, 2 1 Besides wllat 

am on minit Role \veil aquipt. 
''Returned by Ezekiel Horre Left Col." 

And so all through tile war Sudbury was d y  
to respond to every call from the governn2etrt for 
men and treasure, and the course of tile town in 
that glorious strugyle was most Iionoralle. Her 
sbna were scattered, in the army, all over the coun- 
try, and many of tl~ein laid do\ru their lives in 
attestation of their deep and burning patriotism. 
This cl~apter of Sudbury's conduct in tlie War of 
Independence might be extend4 to almost any 
length, aud as thus extended would be as brillia~~t 
and thrilling as tile record of an! torvl~ in Yassa- 
chusettj during that struggle for civil and relig- 
ious liberty against the oppressive demands of the 
mother country. 

In Slmttucli's Hidlory of Concorrl (page 99) is 
the folloriag : " On 29 March 1775, a report was 
circulated that British troops were coming to Con- 

cord, which created p t  excitement. Tfw: PIP 
viacml committee of mfety met in Conkrd  14 ad 
17 April, and pve . adcn  for the removal of socne 
of the stores from Concord. Tllese mm orded  
to 9 different towns. 5 barrels beef, 100 of float, 
%O asks bf rice, 13 bhopteods of m o l a , ~ ~ ~ ,  10 
hogl~eads of rum, 500 pour& of candm are 
ordered to Sudbuq." lb government powder- 
house or storehouse id ~ u h b u r ~  mas near tk gravel- 
pit ou the west side d t l~e  river. This storebuse 

under guard of r small company of s o k  

" Sep. 2, 1777. 
"Agreeable to an order of couit 'directing me 

to enlist 1 corp' and 6 privates to serve as gaud 
to the stores belonging to the state de+ at 
Sudbury, I have enlisted 
Corpl Robert Eames 
Silns Goocl~iow jr. 
Philemotl Brown 
Elisha Harringto~r 
Jo1la G rnves 
Lemuel Goodnoa 
Jon' Clark 

''.I11 of Sudbury, & returned the e n l i s e n t  ta 
Capt. I,wc Wood Cm* 6f the Conthental Guard 
in wid Town. THOC PLYYPTQ~Q." 

Guards as above were retunled Janria ry 1,1778, 
, of the number of men, though not all the 
same men ; also, January 1,1779, of eleven men. 

In the War of Rebellion of 1861 Sudhny's 
record WAS liighly honorable. The following is 
taken from d .Histmy of Xasaaedueita in. i l e  
Civil War, by JVillLm Scbouler, late Acljutol~t- 
General of the Cornmonweahl~. ~ublidled in 1871. - a 

I t  should be p r r m i d  that during this war a p r t  
of what is- now l\lajmd belonged to S~dburv, 
which accounts for tlle diffem~ce between the pop 
ulation and valuation of Sudburp, as returned b_r 
General Scl~ouler in 1S71, and ns returned by the 
cetlsus taken about t r o  yeam ago. 

"Sudbury. Poplation iu 1860, 1,691 ; in 
1865, 1,705. Valuation in 1860, $1,043,091 ; 
in 1S63, $1,052,775. The selectinen in IS61 
and 1865, were James lloork, John H. Dskia, 
George Parn~enter; in 1S69, A. B. Jones, George 
Goodnow, H. H. Goodnough ; in IS64 and 1865, 
Tlloinas P. Hurlbut, Clurlej Hunt, Walter Rogers. 

" Tlie town-clerk during all the years of tl+ 
war was J. S. Hunt. The town-treasurer dur i~~g 
the years 186 I, 1863, and 1S63 war Edrin Har- 
rington ; in 1864 ad 186& S. A. 3 oneq. . 



- ' 1861. The first legnl town-meting to act 
upon matters relating to the war was k i d  on the 
29th of April, and it being expected that the Wads- 
worth Rifle Guards, - the same being Company B 
of the Second bttalion Blassacl~usetts Volunteer 
Blilitia, - belonging to Sudbury, would be called 
into active service, it was voted to, funiiali a 11ew 
u~~ifonn and a revolver to each privatti and t!on- 
commissioned officer, and a sword to each of the 
commissioned officers; also tu pay each member 
while i18 active service an amouut rhiclr, added to 
government pay, would make twenty clolhn a 
month; also 'that the families of those \rho may 
leave shall be furnished with all necessary assist- 
ance at tlie expense of the town, and their business 
shall be cared for by tlie town, and not allowed to 
eufler by their absence.' 

" 1862. July 28, Fofed to pay each volunteer 
who shall enlist in the militnry service for tlrree 
years, and be credited to the quotu of the town, a 
bounty of S 125." Tl~e uumber required was four-' 
teen, aud the selectmen were instructed to elllist 
the men, and to provide, at tlre expense of the 
town, for any sick or rounded volunteer belonging' 
to Sudburp, qugust 19, the bou~ity to volun- 
teen for nine months' service was fixed at $100. 
1863, December 7, tlre selectmen were authorized 
" to use all legal and proper mans  to fill the 
tom's quota, 11 complinr~ce with the call of the 
Presicle~~t, dated Oct. 1 7, 1865, for three liundred 
t l i on~nd  men." 1861, JuneS, it s a s  voted to raise 
a sufficient amount of mone! to pnp r bou~~ty  of 
$125 to each volunteer \vbo shall erllist and be 
credited to tlie quota of Sl~clbur~, UI a~iticipntion 
of my  ruhsguent call of the President for more 
men. This amount of bounty was cotrtinued to be 
paid until the clow of the war. 

tt Sutlbl~ry fun~isl~ed oae h u n d d  nnd sistp-eigllt 
me11 for the war. w11icl1 ans a surplns of eleven 
over mid above all demands. Four were conlmis- 
s io~~ed officem. The \rl~ole amount of motley alp 
propriated ancl experitlet1 by the town on aceoant of 
the war, esclusive of state aid, wrs wvent~.e!l tllou- 
saud five l~untlred and seventy-five dollam. Tile 
amount of money rniscvl arid cxpndw1 b! the to~rn 
during the m r  for statc nit1 to rdtIic*mT families, ! 

next. Rev.Ectmund Brown wasthe first paator,bemg 
inducted into office at the time t l~e  church was or- 
gaeized. Mr. Uro\n~ was a mnn of rare excellence, 
able, discreet, aud a sound preacher. The first meek 
ing-house was erected in 1642, and was located on 
the east side of the river, in the.old burying-ground. 
I t  was a rude structure, and was built by Sergeant 
John Butter for the sum of E6, to be paid m 
articles of produce. I t  u-as SO x 80 feet, and 6 

f feet high, having four wiodolrs with, three lightr 
apiece, aud two windows with four lights each. 
It was without floor or seats for two or three years. 
The second meetiug-l~ouse was built on the site of 
the first, was 40 x %5 feet, aud 12 feet high, -8 

franled house designed for galleries. This meeti"g- 
liouse served not only as the place of public worship, 
but as a town-house and arsenal. In  frolit of it was 
an arrangement for punishing criminals, aad in tbe 
time of King Philip's War it wassurmounted with 
a stockade, and so ansrered the purpose of a forti- 
fication. This builclii~g remained thirty-four years, 
when it was sold, except the seats, for 26. 

Mr. Bkrm died January 22, 1678, and m 
succeeded by Mr. James Sherman. The third 
pastor was Rev. Israel Loring, a man eminent in 
all the region as a ponerful preacher. Mr. Lo* 
died in the niuetietl~ year of his age, and the sixty- 
sixth of his ministv. EIe died on Tuesday, and 
would have preached on the Sabbath immediately 
preceding, but for the providential arrival on 3atw 
day of a brother. Ou JLonda?, the duy More hia 
demth, he opened town-meetiag with prayer. 

Tliis story of him is well authenticated : He had 
refured to baptize cliildren boni on Sunday. At 
le~lgfh Mrs. Loring 'gave birth to twins on b 
Lord's Day, when Jlr. Loring publicly confessed hb 
error, apd in due time administered the ordinance 
to his own Szbbath-born children. 

111 1722, eighty-two ~ a r s  after its o r g s n i e a t i ~ ~  
the c11urcl1 was d~vided, when Mr. Loring took 
cl~nrge of the new clrurcll on the west side of the 
river, wl~ich, with the COII*II~ of those wlio remailpi 
on tl* east side, was desig~~ated tlie First Clrurch, 
aud the pr i s l~ ,  tlie First Parish in Sudbury. . 

There are now tl~ree places of public worship in 
Sudbay, located ill the ce~~t re  of tl~g towu, br1011~- 

and mpid by the commonwnltl~, was So,] 09.18." ing, i~r  orilcr, to the old First Society, which is Uni- 
&leuiaatkaZ Jliafory. - The First Cllurcli was 

organized in 1640, but four yean after t l ~ c  pinat- 
ing of the First Cliurcl~ in Calnbridge, rliicli iy 
the oldest Chngregational Cl~urch ia Jliddle.pex 

tarian, to the JZetlidist Episcopal Church, a d  to 
tlic Orthodox, desipatcxl as the LI~liou Evangelical 
Church. 

Tie G o o d ~ o v  Lilrnry is a great centre of in- 
hunty ,  the Fimt Cl~urcli in Yudbury beiug tile terest a11d profit in Sudbury. I t  now ly oa its 
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h e l m  nearly seven thouclsnd volumes, and fur- 
uishes a great variety of d i n g  ~nuttcr, of which 
tile citizens very genernlly nvail themselves. The 
library building hns rece~ltly been enlarged, and in 
the conrse of a few years it r i l l  be necess3rF to 
enlap  it again ; when, uudoubtdly, it will be 
made an in~po~ing m d  beautiful structure. Ou 
the first page of the catalogue is the following': 

"John Goodnon, son of John G d n o w ,  J;:,' 
and Per& Goodnow, Ilia ttife, w& born at Sudbq-, 
September 6, 1701, anddied ipZ%ton, December 
!24, 1861. By the first two clauses in the last will 
aud testament of the aboveanuied Jslln Go+uoq 
was founded a public libraby for thejbenefit oC t l l ~  
inhabitants of the town of Sudbury, a true cog~,of  
mid c l a m  being hereby recoded tw follows, viz. : 
'' First : I give, devise, an$ bequpth unto my 

native town of Sudbury,jn thq Cbuntv,of Nidde- 
sex, the sum of Twenty-Thouaa~d Dollars, to be 
appropriated for the p-se 6f purebasing and 
keeping in order a Public Library for .tb beuefit of 
the inhabitants of that toan. ? C 

" Second : I also gide, devise, add 'tiequeatll 
fires acres of lnnd, in -, the' nort11erly:psrt~ of the 
Sndbnry Tavern Estate, adjoining tile 4qd of- Hose 
Brown, beginning nt tlur,-meetiug-hod road; and 
runniug wit11 equal width with Rro\m'~ line to the 
brook, for the purpose of ,erectil~g thereon a suitable 
bnildiug for a Library,~and thp fuctkr sum of 
Twenty-five Hundred Dollars for the of said 
building: and whateve~portion of a i d  land shall 
not be needed for the purposeswof sa&l Lilpv 
Building, the said Toan.of SuJBury sl~alf have full 
power and authority to $ply to other town pur- 
poses, but without any power of alie~wtiov., 

8'bt a legnl tom-meeting held at $ u d h u ~ ,  on 
the 7th day of April, 136?.,-the town void  to ac- 
cept the bequest contained in tlie*$rs$ an11 second 
clauses of the hs t  will qtld testament of J o l ~ n  
Ooodnotv, hte  of Boston.' Awl Jiessrs. James 
Moore, John H. Dakin, and George. Yarwenter, 
selectmen of the town, were appointecand author- 
iced to receive nud receipt for the mid berlucsts." 

Sudbury River rises in Wc*stbrongh, Boas 
through Hopkinton, hshlnnd, Fnmingham, Sud- 
bury, Coacod, l3illeriu, and at Lowell empties 
into the Merrimuck. On this stream are factories 
of note in Ashland, Snxonville, Billerica, nnd ill 
Lowell, the city of spindles. The river is tapped 
in Fmmingham for the purpose of fun1i911ing 130s- 
ton with water. As it flows between S~tdbuw and 
Wayland it h 110 fall sufficieut for n Inill privilege. 

Wasll-Bmok riar in bfarlborongl~, and after 
flowing very circuitomly through Sudbury, empties 
into Sudbury River aear the lower mustway. 0 1 1  

this strenm are C. I. Howe's tack-fncto ry and grist- 
mill, Pmtt's arid Willu' grist and saw mills, ant1 
tlre factory of Y. B. Rogen and Company. There 

';used to be a grist and saw mill on this stream ~ ~ e n r  
flie Dutton plnce. 
'- The large woollen factory and the paper-mill in 
Uagnard, before t h d  t o m  uys organized, were OII 

the Sudbury side of the Assnbet River, by the water 
of which those mills are carrid, and which u~lites 
with the Sudbu ry River in Concord. 

In 1871 about 1,900 acres of hnd kern ~ e t  off 
from S~dbury for the purpow of forming, with 
hnd  set off from Stow, wlmt is uow the busy and 
flarishing toivn of Maynard. 

The New k l f o n l  and IIowell Railroad, lately 
leased for ninety-ti\* y p n  to the Old Colony cor- 
poration, passes t l rmqb South Sudbury, Sudbury 
Cent-, and Korth Sdbury, having a depot a t  eacll 
of *.se places. - - 

The Massachusetts Central Fsea through Soutll 
SuBbqy, and cross& .the Xe~v'Bedford and Lowell 
Railroad near the depot of tpe lntter m d .  

The IPaysirls Iris. - Tha fa~nous mting-plncc 
for $an and be&, so long associted with the 
name of. How, was built and opened as a tavern 
in tlm year 1700 or 1701, by Ihr id  Hose. I t  
was flht kno\rn aa "The Hoae Taveru in Sud- 
bury,"l~ distinguish it from the tavern of Jol~n 
H o p ,  two @lea west in iUarlboroagh. As early 
as -1746 %olonel Ezekiel Hoae, son of David, 
took the house n ~ d  put up the sign wl~ich gave it 
the @me of the " Red Hone Tnvenl," which it con- 
tirtued to hold. I t  u-as the cornmoll halting-place 
for soldiers kl the French aud Indian wan as they 
passed from tlre Bay to Croau Point. Colo~lel 
Ezekiel Howe d i d  in 1796, when the house passed 
into the hands of his son, Adnm Hone, who kept 
it for forty years. At his decease his son, Ljrna11 
Howe, took it, and kept i t  till his own decease in 
1860, when it pnssed out of the family nnd censed 
to be an inn. 

The Wayside Inn is one of the historic places 
not only of Sutlbury, but of IIicldlesex County and 
the state. The poet Longfellow h made the 
world acquainted with it by his Tale8 4 a  Waysi,/e 
Inn, one of his most h i l u t i n g  poems. BIost of 
the characters in this poem are real, and the story 
told by ench will be read by thousands with deliglit 
for nges to come. 





Longfellow'i picture of this' famous tavern, as 
quoted by Professor Yo~~llg wd others, is as fol- 
lows : - 

" & ancient is this hdelry 
. 

As any in the laud may be, 

Built in the old colonial day, 
When men lived in a g d s r  way. 
With weather shins upon tL dl, 
And stairwags worn and cnzy doors, 
And creaking and uneven tlmrs, 
Aud chimnejs huge and tiled and tall." 

l'l~e Wayside Inn, as a building, was small at 
first; from time to time additions were made to it 
as was tieeded, till i t  became a tavern, for such a 
locality, of large climeasions. It is on tlie great 

road from Boston to Worcester, about midway be 
tween the two cities, and in the d a y  before rail- 
roads was usually thronged by travellen of an 
c l a m ,  aliile many were dmnr  there by the =pa- 
tation of tlie house for fine entertainments. 

Tbe most importa~it parts of this building ra 
mail in tlie exact style of the olden times. Tbe 
rooms are as they were, most of them, when Wash- 
ington and Lnfnyette were entertained there over 
night. The oaks still standing aroulid it, very 
hrge, sparsely supplied with limbs, and with hollow 
trunks, are evidently very aged. Even now many 
come from a distanoe to take o look at t l i  ancient 
structure nnd be conducted through its rooms and 
up into the dancing-hall, in which the visiton of 
so many years ago were wont to make merry. 

T E W K S B U R Y .  

BY IJEOXAltD HUNTRESS, ASS 

;L that temtov I ~ i n g  between 
Atidover and \\'ilmington on 
the east, \Yilrniegton and Ril- 
leriwl 011 the south, the Con- 
cord River on the west, and 
the IIerrimack River on the 
north, was taken from Biller- 
ica in 1734, and incorporated 
into a new tomsliip, bearing 
the name of Teaksbury. I t  

is s n p p d  to have derived its Eoglish namd from 
Teaksbury in the county of Gloucester, in Eng- 
laid. Its Indian title was IYamesit, from tlie 
tribe of that name whose camping-ground was at 
tlie confluence of the abovenamed rivers. Tlie 
area of tlie town is much less now than when in- 
corporated ; for in 1834 11carl5 o~ic tliousiind acres, 
embracing the vilLzge of klvidere, and in 1574 
anotlier considerable tract adjoining, were added to 
Lowell. I t  now cornpriscs some 13,200 acres, and 
sixty-five miles of roads I ~ i n g  m t  of and adjoining 
Lowell, and about twenty miles nortli from Boston. 
It is q n n t e d  from Kern I-Iampliirc olrly by the 
Merrimack River and the toun of Dncut. 

The soil for the most part in the central, eastern, 
md southern portions of tile town is saudy ; still, 

there are a few exceptioua to this mle, where tbe 
land is of the best quality. As we approach the 
northern part the g m ~ d  rises, and assume a 
better character. The beauty of the scenery L 
a h  superior in that part. The surface of the 
town is also somewhat uneven, there being a e d  
considerable hills, of which the most conspicuous is 
Prospect Hill, near the hndover line, wl~ich much 
adonis the towi; also Snake Hill, near the line of 
IVilrnington. It1 addition to the hlemmack a d  
Concord rivers, washing its western and northern 
banks, the Shawsliirie runs through the southern 
and easterly sections, and with Strongwater a d  
Beaver brooks, and Long and &und ponds, fur- 
nish a good \variety and quantity of the small fish 
that usually illhabit our New England strtams. 

Tlicre are two m r  and grist mills; one in the 
north part of the town, nenr the hlemmack River, 
md tlie other in the southeast pert, on the Sbw-  
shine. Tliere are also an extensive taiinerp, expen- 
sive and successful chemical works, and a foundry 
aiid machine-shop doing a large busin- in the 
monufncture of cotton machinery. Both of t h  
last-nnn~ed establishments are ouned and opemted 
by Inwell parties. 

There ore two vilkges : one in the centw, w h m  
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tl$ town-hall, postoflioe, atom, and Conpga- 
t i o d  Church are situnted ; the other at the north, 
where the Bnptist Church is located. 
' The town has good Ailroad ftrcilities. The 
Lowell and hwknce  and Salem and Lo\mll mil- 
roads pass through the Centre. py  a bdnch from 
the Salem and Lowell b i l d ,  near IVilmi~igton 
Junction, at a short diita~ice from tlie limits of the 
town, a t11ron~h' coqpection is m d e  over the Bos- 
ton and Lowell Railroad to Boston. 111 the latter 
part of the year 1874 the Lotvelt' and Andover 
Bailroad was coml)leted,ntid leased to tlie Hoston 
and Maine Ihilrond. This road passes through 
the town, tlie depot being situated about one mile 
fhm the Ceutre Village, and two miles from the 
North Villnge, and trains run qaite frequently be- 
tween Lowell and Bostou. . 

In the old times the t r o  sections (southern and 
I northeni) were distinguished by the siguificant 

names of Pigeon Eud and Shad End; tlie former 
ou accotint of the numerous flocks of pigeons cnp 
tured in that part, aiid the latter because of the 
imnreiuk quantities of fish (shad and salmon) 
taken in the spring of tlie year in the blerrimnck, 
before the days of Lowell and Lawrence, and when 
tlie river wvas uuobstructed by dams. 

'In the way of pl~nometia we have to note a 
Sandy Desert situated near tlie Billerica line. I t  
hi a barren, sandy tract of nearly a mile in extent. 
In nome p r t i o ~ ~ s  of it not even a scrub-pine, twig, 
or blade of gmss is to be seen. I t  is truly n min- 
iature Sahad. Tmdition says that part of it was 
at  one time an Indian burjing-ground, which is 
indeed probable, as some arrow-heads, hatchets, and 
other appurtenances of the red man have beeti ex- 
humed here. ' 

No gold.-mines have yet been found within our 
borden, nor silver, nor ereti copper; but mrer, if 
not as valunble, a bed of real Scottish heath has 
been discovered; and we believe in only one or 
two othir locaiities in this whole cou~~try lms it 
been found. 

Agriculture hns alunys been'tlie principal occu- 
ption of tlie inhabitants. In the early p r t  of the 
prweni century many of tlie farmers were engnged 
in tlie cultivation of hops, aliich proved to be quite 
profitable. As large forests abouridrd in several 
prts  of the tom, the cutting and sale of wood 
and timber have also been n source of profit to 
many. Formerly the farmers cultivated wheat, 
corn, rye, oats, etc., 3s well as hops ; but since the 
cities of Lowell and Lnwrence came into existence, 

market-gardening and small fruits kavd, to r, la& 
extent, usurped the plna of the crops previously 
enumerated, on nccoaut of the read). mark& for 
thern. 

Tewksbury is prscticnlly free from debt. All 
the expenses of the late nnr have been a l ~ ~ c e l l ~ l .  
The town's property consists of seven good 'shoal- 
I~ouses, a new, convenient, nnd suitable torn-hall, 
an excellent fanri, with substantial and suficie~it 
buildings for the $shelter, comfort, and support of 
tile poor. Its cemetery is well, appropriately, and 
tnstefully laid out, and the proprietors and inlmbi- 
tants keep it in excelle~~t order. h public libmy 
has been recelitly established, and ' is proving a 
complete succe'ss. 

The State Almahrre. --This great charitable 
institution was founded May 1, 1854. Since then 
i t  Ids been much enlarged and greatly improved 
by the anxiexation of various buildiigs. - This 
town was selected for its 'locntion, perhaps, on 
account of the cbeaprress of h ld ,  a d ,  still more, 
because it a n  be so easily mched from so many 
of the p t  cities of tbe commonwealth, k i n g  at 
short distances, wit11 direct railroad communication, 
from 'Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea, Kewton, Som- 
erville, Snlem, Lynn; Neaburjport, Haverl~ilt, 
Lawrence, Lowell, and many other plnces. The 
number of inmates averages from eight to nine 
liundred in summer, and about one thousand in 
winter. I t  has, for more than twenty years, bee11 
under the kind, discreet, and judicious management 
of Captain Thomas J. Marsh, whose watchfulness 
and vigilsnce have second to these multitudes of 
@or and abandoned ones, under the liberal pro- 
visions of the commonwealth, a quiet hbme, a aell- 
supplied table, clenn nnd comfortable beds, with 
many divilizing, monl, and Christian influences 
surrollnding and restmining them from evil, and 
Iielping them to nttaih to a better life. 

A large farm, of some two bnndred nnd flfty 
acres, is connected with this institution, on which 
tbe inmated -such of them at l a s t  rlio have the 
requisite strength -are employed. And the soil 
being light and easily tilled, many are able to do 
something towards their own support. At any mte, 
wit11 tlie wise management bestowed upon it, and a 
few men employed to alloist and direct, the farm 
yields most abundantly, supplying great qdantities 
of vegetables for the house inmates, and p a t  
quantities of field crop, hay, gmin, roots, etc., for 
the h r n  stock. Without being precise, of hiy 
nearly 200 tons, of cabbnges more titan' 1,UH) 



h d e ,  of potatoes 3,400 bushels, we= grown lnst 
m,; milk pduced,  more than 25,000 gallons ; 
besib krge crops of r00.t~ d all kinds, sweet corn, 
beans, pease, squash, tomatoes, etc. The number 
of rcns in hoed crops is usunlly about sixty. 

Tbe popplation of the towu, includi~~g tlie in- 
matas of the State Almshouse, is about 2,000. 
Valuation of property, excludir~g Stnte Almshouse 
and Farm, 5 831,000. Number of horses, %96 ; 
nnmbv of cows, 546 ; number of houses, 256. 

Tbe earlier history of Tewksbury -that part 
~ K i h  l t e s  back of 1734, when it was p r t  of 
Bi.kica - is exceedingly limited. Indeed, all 
that is known is in the history of Billerica, and 
herefore tlle history of that town and tlie general 
incidents related up tp tlie date of the separation 
are TewksburyJs as well. 

From the date of the organization and incorpora- 
tion of the town in 1734 to tlie beginning of the 
straggle for independence, the chief matters of in- 
*rest to tlle i~~lutbitnnts, as shown by tlre records, 
were laying out and constructing roads, and the 
building, care of, and alterations in their meet- 
ing-house. Scarcely a town-warrant was issued 
for a meeting during that time that did not contain 
one 9r more articles relating to these matters. Tl~e 
people seemed to be deeply iiiterested in them. 
But how little appears in the records upon tliese 
subjecte from 1774 to 1781. ! All controversies as 
to alterations and irnprovewents in their house of 
worship cease ; all petitions for new higl~ways, 
town roads, or even bridle-patlrs are laid aside. 
War, grim md temble, absorbed all their energies. 
illid while the town was not one whit bellind her 
neighbors in valor, on account of lier scanty num- 
bers, and because no leuding military commander 
was fouid aitl~in her borders, her fame, perlutpq, 
,was not as Idgh as theirs. 
' The "old French and 111dia.n War" records are 

meagre indeed ; ooly a few references are found 
toucliing those perilous years from 1750 to 1760. 

In  tlie list of deaths are recorded the ruimes of 
four men, wlio died ill 1756 "in y" service at Fort 
Wm. Henry," also " one m m  died in 1' service at 
Lake George in 1760." One or t a o  are recorded 
as d!ing in IVew l'ork, near Oswego. 

I t  is believed tliere tvere six or seven more from 
Tewksbury wlw senred in the provi~~cial armies in 
that war. And as this struggle bepn about twenty 
years after the incorpmtion of the town, wlien tliere 
we* only a few inhabitants, it was perhaps 11er full 
contribution to that early conaict. 

"Tewlisburp, June the 2d 1757. Bec'd of Mr. 
Lqac Grny thirteen pounds ten shillings and air 
pence lawful money in full of the rages due to 
Benjam E-Ioagg for the t o m  while he was in the 
country service in the expedition formed against 
Crown Point in the year 1756. I t  waa in Capt. 
Butterfield's company. Pr we 

"THOS.   hag mu &&U:ICS 

ABRAHAM STICKNLY 
Joan NEEDHA. 1 Tnk%ry.'' 

KO trnditionpl incidents relating to tlmt early 
struggle haye been found by us, and r e  give 
tlie above scmp  from the early records as all 
we know of Tewksbury iin the French and Indian 
IVnr. 

The first intimation of the impending revolutioG 
ary struggle appears to be the votes passed S e p  
tember 2 I ,  17 74 : " Voted ta buy more powder for 
a t o m  stock . . . . to buy two barrels of 
powder in addition to the t o m  stock," . . . . and 
"to leave it to the Committee to provide, bullets 
and flints as they shall think proper." Septem- 
ber %7, 1774, i t  was voted "to choose a Delegate 
for the Provincial bleetirq to be holden at  Concord 
on the Second ~ u e s d a ~  of Oct. next," and Mr. 
Jo~iatlian Brou-n was tlie delegate cliosen " for the 
said Pro\lncial Neetir~g." The same delegate WM 

chosen 011 Jmiuary 23, 1775, "for the Provincial 
Congress IIeeting at Cambridge on the 1st hy 'o f  
Feby. next ensuing." 

A little over six weeks before the opening of the 
conflict, Narcli 6, 1775, tlie follomipg important 
votes were passed. We copy them as they staud 
on tlie town reco4s : - 

t r  Toled, To raise minute men." 
" role(?, To give tlie minute men 5s. a peace for 

every lialf dny in a week tlcat they train ti1 further 
order." 
" Potetl, To aUor Jonathan Brown 4a. 8& per 

day going a delegate to tlie Congress." 
Of these minute-me11 Captain John Trull m 

commander. He resided in tlie northern part of 
the town, nepr the banks of the Blerrimack River, 
on the fnr~n where some of his descendants still 
dwell. 011 tlie morning of the memorable 19th of 
April Ile was a\\.akencd by the clatter of h o d  
hoofs approaching his house from the road which 
I~ads  to the centre of the town. Tl~e rider waa 
either one of tlie f e i  wlio 11ad left Charlestow~~ the 
pwvious night, or miglit have been started upon 
liis course by Revere himself. Immediatcl~ hi) 
voice was liead shouting, " Captniu TruII! the 



376 HISTORY OF MI&DLESEX COUNTY. 

British a k  on tlieir way to ~onco& and I have 
b e d  all the, towns from Cl~arl~estown to-here." 
One of thc children, al!o were sleeping in a trundle- 
bed in the room with their parents, - n boy about 
eight yenn old,--said it was about two in the morn- 
ig. This boy, in his manhood, often told the story 
to his son, Dencon, Nathaniel Trull, wlio furnishes 
these reminiscences. Immedintely on receiviug the 
alarm from the horseman, who at once disappeared, 
tbg captain spmng fmm liis bed and seized the 
gnn which hung over it.' To open the witidow and 
discbarge the p n  ans the wprk of but a moment. 
Almost instantly a r&poiise in the same mnnner 
was received from Captain Vamum, across tlie river 
in Dracut. Soon tlie whole region was alarmed, 
and was echoing and re-echoing with the disclinrge 
of fimarms. This was tlie precoiicerted sigml by 
which the country was to be aroused. 

h i g  before the numerous reports had ceased, aria 
while this section wns arousing, Captain 'l'rull was on 
his horse, hurrying to the centre of Tewksbury, 
when the aree~lnl was located. On his arrival be 
found his company of minute-men drawn up ui order, 
aud awaiting only the word of their commander 'to 
march to the defence of Concord or to fna  the 
wnpmon. foe. The messenger who had nwakened 
CIptain Trull had aroused the sleepi~ig village on 
his way to the captain's Irouse, the limit apparently 
of his ride, on account of the river. Tewksbury 
ma alarmed, her minute-men broke into tlie arse- 
nal, obtained their arms, and placed themselves in 
d i n e s s  to mnrcll on the appearance of their leader. 
He was not Igrig in coining, and soon tlie little band 
was on its way totmrd Concord and Lelington. Con- 
cord is some fifteen miles from Tewksbury. Charles- 
town, by way of Concord, is at least thirty-five miles 
from this town. Yet our men appear to have fol- 
lowed the retreating British, nnd to linve assisted in 
turning their retrent into a terrible flight. A gnnd- 
son of Captaiu Trull still relates how, in his earlier 
years, when on liis wny from Salem to Tewksbury, 
to spend Thanksgivirig, he was often hailed by the 
aged and eufeebled Eliphalet Manning, one of tlie 
survivors of thnt memorable mnrch, \rho Gould 
thus address him : " I fought 6 t h  your gmnd- 
father from Concord to Charlestosn." Tlie Tewlrs: 
b u g  ma1 are believed to have begun their port 
in that opening of the co~iflict at lferriam's 
Corner, wliere it is stated that the Billericn men 
and severnl small prties met the British and 
the pursuing Americans. Captain Trull frequentlj 
related how tlie replnrs " ran well " under some 

galling Are horn the pinute-men cloeely following 
their renr. 'He M lmrd work to restrain the 
engerness of his excited and valiant men as thej 
were picking off tlie red-coats from behind the 
sheltering trees. The men were so engnged id 
their deudly work that they would frequently 
expose their elbows, wl~icli were. almost sure 
to be p i e d  by a BITrsh bullet. Hence the 
need of tlieir leader's frequent .warning, "Stand 
trim, men, or the rnscals will shoot your- elbows 
off!" 

Tewksbury did her part not only from Concod 
to Charlesto\rn, but from tlie bgimiing to tlie c l m  
of tlie glorious struggle. The m n t y  records, at 
times amounting to little more than r bare catalogue 
of accounts, are full of votes to rnise t m p  for the 
Continental army, - to furniih them with clothing, 
arms, and ammunition, arid to recompense them 
for past services at Boston, Dorchter,  Boxbury, 
Combridge, New York, TicoAderog, and tie vari- 
ous high places of the field. When it was deemed 
decessary, delegates *ere eent to the Provincial 
Congress, tlie committee of safety was formed, and 
co~nmittees having hrioud pntriotic duties were 
raised. Page after pge'  is found whoss eveg 
brief entry is of money paid to or for the:Continen- 
tal soldiers. Their bmilies are duly cared for. This 
brief history of the town might be indetinitely ex- 
teuded by copying the long list of votes which 
word  the pntriotic action of Tewksbury during 
this trying period. 

The nnme of Captain John Trd l  is a frequent 
one in the records of this period. The son, far 
whose services a recompense was voted, was one of 
the town's quota called for by tlie Provincial Con- 
gress. He died of disease at New York while in 
the pervice of his country. TIE circumstances of 
his enlistment and tlie manner in which that cluota 
m filled, according to tradition, ate very interest- 
ing to illustrate some of the customs of those stir- 
ring days. 

Captnin Trull wm accustomed to drill and pa- 
rade Iiis company of minute-men .on one of the fields 
of his farm, -a field situated on the cross-road 
which now connects the Lawrence and the Lowell 
mnin ronds. Tlie compnny numbered some sixty 
men. When the call for t roop came, the captain 
determined to .we if the town's quotn could not be 
rnised by voluriteers at one of these prades. Five 
men were required. He decided to make thern a 
spc l i .  They stood in tlieir nnka, in the elevntd 
field nlmd: mentioned, wliicli commands a beanti- 



fa1 vier of Lawell with its surrounding Vilinges, and 
of some of the hills of New Hamphire, which lose 

- themselves in the distnnce. According to the uni- 
veml  oustom of tl~ose days, a vessel full of stimu- 
lating mixture stood before the men, at  their free 
disposal. Their officer had taken care to have i t  
well replenished, and doubtless hoped i t  would as- 
sist his manly eloquence in kindling their patriot- 
ism, or "nationality," as those times designated 
that p e r o u s  virtue. '' Now," a i d  the captain, 
"if any one is tliirsty, let him step forward and 
driak. Refreshment is provided free to all." 
They needed no urgilig to accept the libeta1 offer. 
He then reminded them of their dut! to the com- 
mon cause, of the ho~ior it.would be to the com- 
pany and to the town if tlie requisite quota cquld 
be filled witliout resort to a draft. Yet he would 
have no one a d  hastily, but ritli all due considera- 
tion. After other words of shrewd wisdom, re- 
minding them of the loftil~ess of the great cause 
which was calling them to its defence and support, 
Captail Trull said, " Now let each man weigh tlie 
matter and his duty. Tlie music playing will 
march around the company, and if any man wislies 
to volunteer, let him fall in bellind it." Tlie rude 
band of that time struck up an inspiriting air, and 
began to parade around the little comlxlny of pa- 
triots. Before it had taken mnnp steps a map 
stepped from the ranks and fell in behind it. 

.Then another, and another, until before the band 
was more tha11 half round the ranks tlie quota was 
full. I t  is ilmpirillg and pathetic to see that little 
assembly thus raising their volunteers to defend the 
fair county lying around them in its beauty, and 
the great principles so deeply engraved in their 
hearta 

. One of these volunteers was the son already 
mentioned. !he father, much affected at this 

.effect of his p a t d i c  efforts, said to his first-born, 
'' You must decide tlie matter ; I shall not say a 
word to keep you or to urge ~ou."  Tlie boy sent, 
and, as we have seen, returned no more to the liome 
for whose defence lle went forth so nillingly and 
nobly. 

But our forefathers suffered pot only tlie t roubb 
of war, almacly indicated, but lvl~nt is asually an ac- 

:companiment, a disarmigenient of the finances of 
the countq. So pent was the depreciation of tllc 
currency, that it took, according to our town rec- 
ords, seventy-five dollars of paper money to 1h1y for 
one silver dollar. 

To give an idea of the vdue of the Contiueutnl 

currency about this time, read time early m e  
0raY:- 

"An order was pas.& by the t o h ,  March 
ye 8, 1780, in favor of 'Thomas Kidder, Eaq., 
i t  being for ten pou~id of Salt Pork which 1te 
let Davison's wife have at  five dollan pr p o d  
815: 0 :  0.' 

"July 1" 24,1780. An order to the"&+ Mr. 
Sampson Spauldiiig to receive of Bir. h c  Kib 
tredgc, constable, and of Nr. David Balyley, con- 
stable, the full of 111s 8Uary for the present year 
22666 : 13 : 4. 

"August 1' 21,1780. An order to Jesse &Id- 
win for one pound of Sugar for S w m a  Richid- 
aon,L1:4:0. 
" August ye 22,1780. An order to Wtu Fiske, 

for one horse whicli he let the town h v e  for the 
Contine~~tal service L 750 : 0 : 0. 

" October ye 26, 1780. An order to Tl~omas 
Chandler for shoeing two horses for the bntinen- 
tal Service $360 : 0 : 0. 

"December ye %7, 1780. An order to Paul 
Thonidike for twelve hundred weight of Beef to 
supply the army which he let tlie to-an ham 
2.1628: 0 : 0. m i s  would be at the rate of 
nearly seven doIlars per pound.] 

"January ye 4th 1782. An order to Thoniaa 
Hutchins for a pair of Slioes for the Widow Hoagg 
L36: 0 :  0." 

At several of the tom-meetings held in the year 
1781 there were orders adopted to pay the soldierd 
bouuties in "hard silver dollars," and in one or 
two instauces about tllat time committees were 
cl~osen by the town " to liire hard money to p y  off 
the soldiers with." 

Towards the c~bse of the nevolutionary War, 
when tlie currency was greatly inflated, the town 
substituted for Conti~lental currency and hard ail- 
ver dollars, in 'many instances, Indian corn cnr- 
rency, and gave the soldiers notes called "corn 
notes." 

In October, 1781, at a town-meeting held 
on the 22d of that month, the town voted to 
"give the soldiers 4 shillings [ullqnestionablg in 
h r d  dollars] per busllel for corn that arc entitled 
to coni." 

I n  December, 1781, tlie 4th day, the town 
"Tbtcd, That the apsessors give the constablea or- 
ders to strain upoii the inliabitance a~id others for 
tlie money that dent pap ill tlie corn in tkenty bp 
from the time the constables revise tlie lists." 

The first record we fi~d of an election for gov- 
1 
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enmr was of the date of " September p 4th, 1780. 
Votes for John Hnncock Esq. for Goven~or, 26; 
votes for Jmes Bowdoin Esq. for Governor, 6." - 
:: Such are a few of the 'mhnp entries iu the 

town records. Could we clotlie tliese d n  bone of 
mere accounts with the flmh and bid of the cir- 
cumstances and details belonging to them, we 
diould find that Tewksbury had her thrilling and 
pathetic hcidents as well as lier sister towtis iuto 
r h d e  records' more of the historirui's spirit hm 
beea breathed. Alas! little more is left us than 
the monotonoas but necesssry catalogue of votes 
tab and biils p id .  Yet how suggestive many 
of them are! how patlietic some like those which 
m r d  payments made to tlie aido\vs of townsmen 
tallen in the fight, or to men disabled by disease or 
wounds! .A little imagination, assisted by the fuller 
accounts of tlie gelled history of those eventful 
dap, can easily kindle these dry and musty records 
i n b  a glowing &me, aliich liglrts up this old torn 
daring the Revolutionary period with all the lurid 
glow of bar, -b war not waged for conquest, but 
for liberty, liuman rights, and mankind. 

In the last war with England the town s t a  
maintained the patriotic spirit so prominent in the 
conflict for indepeudence. Although only the fol- 
lowing extracts are found relating to this war 
(1813- 1815), they are sufficient to show that 
Tewksbury bore her part in sustaining the govern- 
ment :'- 
'' Jhly 6, 1812, Polen, That if the soldier$ are 

called on to march that are enlisted for the Govern- 
ment's service in this town that the t o m  will make 
up their pay to them so that with what government 
gives them they shall receive thirteen dollars per 
month. 
" Pofcd, To raise the sum of five hundred dol- 

lars for the purpose of cnrryiug on the War declared 
by Government. 

"Sept. 13, 1814, Fbled, To nise the sum of 
Five hundred dollars for the pajment of soldiers 
d purchasing eqoipme~~ts for town stock. 

Folsd, To make up the soldiers that have been 
or may be called out for the defence of the country 
fifteen dollars per month the present .=son. 

"-POW, To have twenty gulls bought for the 
nse of the town." 

No mention iP made of the Jlexican War in the 
records; it is presumable, therefore, that none of 
the hihabitants of t l~e town were prticipatits, 

I n  the Civil War wliich 80 recently desolated 
our country Tewksbury maintained her reputation 

for patriotism by rallying with the entire Xorth 
rhea it sprnng to the defence of the Union, -just 
as almost a century previous we find in the -torn 
records votes to rnise nnd pay troops, the levying 
of assessments to defrny the extraordinary expenses' 
of war, and all the unusual events wliich betray 
the presence of a great conflict. Costly sacrifice 
in the lives of fellow~to~vesmen were paid u the 
price of 'libert!, and to preserve the government so 
heroicnlly fou~~ded in the days of the fathers. TI* 
town did wlmt it could; and thus, altliough no names 
celebrated in mnrtinl story are hers, ahe contributed 
her portion'to achieve tlie pence which it is fondly 
hoped will be perpetunl. . . 

In  educatioilsl matters, nothing in I tlw histoy 
of the town calls for particular mention.. The torn 
i3 too small and sparsely populated to wartant it 
in sustaini~ig a high scl~ool. There are seven dis- 
trict scliools in which it is intended to furnish 
insttuctiori which shall etmble pupils to 'enter the 
higher scliools and seminaries of adjoining towns. 
and cities. 'Nie records show that, like a11 New 
England towns in their early history; Tewksbury 
furnished scliooling for its cl~ildren during odly a 
part of tlie year, and like them boarded her teachem 
oat, as was customary in tlrose primitive days. 

Altnost immediately after the incorporation of 
the town in 1734 efforts were maclenfor tlie @tab- 
lisllment and maintenance of religious worship: 
Although there is no distinct statement to t h t  
effect, it is to be inferred that preaching services 
were regularly held at some private house previous 
to the erection of the meeting-liouse. 

March 29, 1736, a little more than a year after 
incorporation, it was ' I  Poled, That the bieetiug 
House shall stand upon go Laud of Nathaniel -Rich- 
ardson." 

The original covenaut of the church mu signed 
by thirty-four males. 

We h v e  been unable to And evidence of the 
church or churches to which these pemm pre- 
viously belonged, but presume. that they and the 
females wlio constituted tlie origit~al membersl~ip 
came fmm the old church iu Billerica, which is 
now the Unitarian Church there. Possibly some' 
came from the Old South Church it1 Andover. 

The meeting-house, thus erected, stood upoti the 
Common, in front of the present house. It wm 
rudely constructed, covered only wid1 boards 
shingles. No clapboards, no steeple, and no pint. 
The interior, after the style of those days, hrid gal- 
leries upon the three sides. 



About &is time a vote was taken to give the 
singers a part of the front gallery. Whether the 
ringers xere acmmpnied by an orchestra, as was 
the case a t  a subsequent period, we are unable to 
a t e .  

Tllm are various notices of the erection of p s  
by differerlt individuals. T h w  pews were about fire 
feet sclunre, made in a row arou~id tbe walls, both 
on the lower floor m d  in the galleries. Tlie central 
p r t  of the lower flopr was occupied by p s s  in a 
similar manner. The pulpit was prched aloft, tlie 
floor of it being seven or eight feet above tlie floor 
of the meetiug-house. It was shut in upon all 
sides, a door opening to admit the minister. Above 
him was suspended the hu,ge sounding-board, cans- 
ing much anxiety to the young children present 
lest it should fall upon the miiiister's head. Dur- 
ing tlle entire period of eighty-eight years which 
tlris edifice existed there were no means of heating 
it except by foot-stoves which each ,family carried 
for its own use. 

After organizing a cl~urch and building a meet- 
ing-house, the next step was to .wure a pstor. 
TIM? first paptor, Rev. Sampson (or Samson) fipauld- 
in%, a native of Chelmsfod, and a graduate of Har- 
vard College in 1732, was unanimously cl~ose~i by 
the people of Tewksbury, on tlie 17th of January, 
1737, and ordained on tlie 23d of November, of 
the Pame year. Ou tlie 7th of February, 1737, at 
a general town-meeting, the following vote was 
pssed : "To give Bh. Sampsou Spnulding of 
Chelmsford, aliom they had made choice on for 
their miuister, yearly for I~is salary, one hundred and 
twenty pounds, according to the valuation of grain 
as it gos now here among us; Indian corn at  six 
shillings the bushell, Kie at eight diillings the 
bushell, aud Wheat at ten sliil l~ng the bushell. 
Voted to give to Blr. Sampson Spaulding whom 
the town had made cl~oice on for their minister, 
even for his seltlemeut among them, Three Hun- 
dred poul~ds, and to pay the same at tliree pey- 
mend, namely, one hundred a year till the whole 
sum be paid." 

Tra&ion says of Jf L Spulding, that when far 
d v a d  in years he was lmesessed of a venerable 
form and commanding stature, trenring a white wig 
and ~ q i n g  a long staff, aud that aitlt a weak 
and tremulous voice lie spoke unto liis people the 
words of eternal truth. 

l l ie  ministry of tlie Rev. Mr. Spaulding contin- 
ued for nearly sixty gears. I t  saa cl~aracterized 
by a geMnl freedom from parish broils; from 

I ecclesiastical strife.. Pence and hnrmony prevailed. 
I His influence was mild, genial, and Cliristian. 
His cl~nnrcter was gentle, judicious, faithful, con- 
sistent, and exemplary. He. died (after safering 
from pmlyais for nearly five years) at the advanced 
age of eighty-six, December 15, 1796. 

I n  1773 it was decided to " c l i ~  some p e m  
or persons for to set tlie psalm oil Sabbath days 
and other times in time of public wonhip." 

Tlie second pastor was Rev. Titus Theodore Bar- 
ton, a gnduate of Dartmoutli College in 1790. He 
was ordained as colleague with Rev. 31r. Spa~lding, 
October 11, 1792, and dismis.4 May 19, 1803, 
He m a s  a man of sterling character, strong pl~ysi- 
cally and mentally, an avowed enemy of the half- 
way covenant. Sometimes rash and indiscreet, be 
was always bold in defence of the truth as he nn- 
derstood and believed. In  reference to liis ordi- 
oation the following record exists : '' August 23d 
1792, T70ted to cl~oose a Committee to provides 
a place and make entertainment for the Council 
that shall come to ordain Mr. Titus Theodom 
Barton." 

The ministry of Mr. Barton ms short compand 
with that of Mr. Spulding, being only eleven 
years. After his dismissal the church war without 
a pastor for more than three years. 

Tlie third ps tor  was Rev. Jacob Coggin, a N- 

tivq of TToburn, and a graduate of Harvard Col- 
lege ia 1803. He was ordained October 22,1806, 
and died December 12, 1854. Be was mild and 
pacific in spirit, always seeking to pour oil upon 
the tropblecl waters, wherever found, in church-or 
towp. 

About the jear 1818 some of the people began 
to feel the necessity of a new church-buildit~g, and 
to inaugurate plaiis to this end. The subject wns 
agitated at the town-meetings for four or 0ve 
years. Several matters had to be adjusted; among 
other things, tlie exact locatioa. The one finnlly 
selccted ~ n s  that where the present building now-, 
sta~~ds. Arrangements were perfected, and the 
new l~ouse was comma~ced in 1823. I t  waa com- 
pleted, and dedicated Julp 6, 18.24. 

Tlie meeting-house, as theu constructed, cow-. 
tained galleries on three sides, instead of one, as at 
present. Tl~ere were box-pews a g i ~ ~ s t  the walls;. 
the otl~ers were nearer the form of those now in  
UW. 

From tlie incorporation of the torn  in 1784 
down to 1841 tlie support of the ministry and all 
tlie church expenses were borne by the town. At, 



that time (181.1) b chnnge aas made. The First 
~ ~ q a t i o n a l  Society wns fordned, and the prop 
1 e q  transfermi from the town to the society, or 
parish. A short time previous to this stoves were 
first introduced into the meeting-IIOL~, and brouglrt 
p t  comfort to the iiporsl~ippers. 

In  1842 Rev. Mr. Coggin becnme so enfeebled 
in health a. to givc up the chief pnrt of the minis- 
terinl and pstornl work to a colleague. 

The fourtlr pastor, b v .  hloses Kimball, a grad- 
uate of Dartmonth College in 1826, was installed 
February !Z4, 1847, n ~ ~ d  dismissed May 15,1849. 

About tlris time seven1 families liviug in the 
northneat part of the town aitl~drew, and joined 
the High Street C11urch in Lowell. 

The Rev. Samuel Lawsou supplied the pulpit at 
difirent times before and after the pastorate of 
Rev. Mr. Kimball, -about five pears in all. 

a The fifth pastor ms Rev. Richard Tolman, a 
native dl Dodhester, a gradunte of Alnllerst Col- 
lege in lb39 and of AndoverTl~eolo,nical Setninary 
h 1844. He ans installed as collengue with Rev. 
g r .  Cog@ August 25, 1852, and after a ministry 
of nearly eighteen yean was dismissed July 11, 
1870. He is characterized as a ripe scholar and 
an nble and instructive preacher. 

llrorougll improvements and radical alterntions 
were m'ade in the church edifice in 1860, and in 
1873 tlrc addition of a hall and vestry-rooms to 
the rear of i t  were mnde at a cost of about $6,000. 

The fifth pnstor is the present incumbent, Rev. 
,&rnnet Frnnklin French, a native of Candia, New 
Hampshire, a grnduate of Dartmouth College in 
1860, and of Andover Tlreologicnl Seminary in 
1864. He was installed over the clrnrch Novem- 
ber 1,'1871. 

The' Snbbath school connected wit11 this church 
anti sdciety was.eshblislrml about sixty yean ago. 
Students of Phillips Academy, Andover, and some 
people h,irding in town assisted in its early work. 
I t  has proved a valunble nuxiliary to the church. 

The &bh-day, or Snbbatl~ day, or noon Irouses, 
which existed before the introduction of .staves in 
the meeting-house, were n kind of church refec- 
toy. Several of them were connected with tlris 
church, and were locntd at sl~ort distances from 
the meeting-lrouse. They aere owned by par- 
isliioners living at a distance from tlre! Irous? of 
ronl~ip,  a n~rmbcr of fi~milies associating, md  
slw11di113 together tlre intermission between tlle 
forenoon nntl afternoon services. They kept fuel 
mar tile premises of each to make good fires in the 

cold wamns, and brought with them their lunch- 
baskets contailling their noor1 repnsts; and so 
in a social and quite' enjoyable way spent their 
time, rrlnting to each other tlre incille~lta of t h  
week, and discussing tlre rnerib of the sermon. . 
' Th6 old tnansion built by the Rev: S a m p n  

Spulding in 1738, and locnted in the centre of the 
tern, still stands, and is in excellent condition. 
Al tbugl~  nearly a century and a lwlf old, it shows 
no marks of decny. It in a commodious structure, 
double in width, two stories, with l~ipped roof. 
l l ie  present occupnt and owner is Benjamin F. 
Spulding, Esq., a p n d s o n  of the old minister, 
and, what 'is quite markablc, these tl~ree genera- 
tions lrnve been the only occupants of the old 
house. Tlre original, Rev. & m p n  Spauldi~~g, 
was bonl in 1711, his son Jolrn aas born in 1756, 
and his grandson, Benjamin F., i n  1811.,- The old 
mitrister was tlre occupant until his debt11 in 1796, 
Iris son John until his death i 1843, and his 
gmndson, Benjamin F., until the. present time. 
l'he site of the old lrouse is a pleasant one, in the 
northeasterly part of the centre village, and only a 
few rods, in a southeasterly direction, from the 
depot of the Losell and Lawrence Railroad. - 

In the year 1848 a portion of the people in the 
north part of the torn withdrew from the old 
church, and finally formed tbe Baptist Church. 
Tliis church was organized in 1843. For several 
moutlm before the organization religious services 
were held in the town-hall. Blast of the original 
members were residents in the north part of the 
tow,  nnd quite a large share of them had been 
attendant* at the C o n ~ t i o n a l  Churclr, under 
the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Coggin. In  the year 
1842, under the great revival in Lowell, a number 
of the leading families of the north part of Tewh- 
burp were included in the work, and united with 
the First Baptist Church in Lowell. B e f o ~  that 
time, also living in tlre north prt of the town, 
aere a few other families, members too of the Pint 
Church in Lowell, and t h w ,  with scattered.+ 
tist families elee\rhere in Teaksbury and tlre west 
pnrt of Anclover, made up a little church of sixty- 
eight members. About the same dnte with the 
orgn~izntion of the church, September, 1845, the 
Bnptist meetins-house was completed and dcdi- 
mted. The first pautor of this newly formed 
cl~urcll a ~ ~ d  wiety wns Rev. J. 11, Groves. He 
has been succeeded by Rev. D. Burroughs, Rev. 
L. Tilnd?, Rev. Jolrn E. Wood, Bev. Clifton 
Fletcher, Rev. A. De F. Palmer, Rev. E. E. 



BY ' ITBAXAB 

.w OIVNSEND is situated ill tlie 
northwestern angle of the 

. -9 . - county, on tlie state line; i t  is 
4 . bounded oil the 11ortll by hfasou s~~. ! , ,, , 1 and Brookline, Xe\v IIa~nphire, 

- - ' on the east by PeppwlI, Groton, 
/<,I, : +>3 

+=- . - - - and Shirley, OII the south by 
.+: - .- . - Lu~ienburg, n ~ ~ d  on the west 
i-L--< . -. -- bp Ashby. I t  contains 19,271 

- - 
- acres. LI its outli~les it is per- 

haps more quadrangrllar than any otlier town in 
tlie county. 

The borders of the town, except at its southeast 
comer, are occupied by prominent hills, upon some 
of wllicll nre sbndlmints commal~ding. views of 
scenic beauty. A large portio~i of the land on tliese 
liills is well adapted to tlie cultivation of the cereals, 
and produces mucli fruit, - ~~rticularly apples ruld 
peaches. The central part of.the tnsil is generally 
quite li.vel, and corihins large areas of Inlid cou- 
aisting of a light, lrlii~dy soil. Iiiterspersed nnong 
these .plains hnd near tlic river are Inally fertile 
tracts, wl~icl~ nffod excrlle~lt crop. Tl~miigh this 
central ijnsi~i flows tlre Sq~ii icook River, which is 
p d u c e d  by the coiifl~~ence of seven1 large bmoks 
i n  As11 Swamp, situted in the ~iorth~vett p r t  of 
the town. T h w  brwks dnin pwts of Vaso~~ ,  
Greenville, and Xew Ipswicli, S e a  Hampshire, mid 

. p r t s  of the towns of. ; Ishb~,  Asliburnl~am, Fitcll- 
burg, and Lunenhurg. 

T l ~ e  Squanicook River nius tl~mngh the town ill 
a soutlieastcrly direction to near the Gmton line, 
w h e ~ ~  it tnlies a more soi~tlirnl m a w ,  and iri n \*en. 
emokecl chrii11e1 it joun~cys 011 out of T o ~ i i m l  
at tlie northenst corner of S l~ i r l r~ .  This river n~rd 

Thomps, and b. George T. Ra.mond. .The-, it, has been enlarged and greatly imprwed. A 

its tributaries have furnislied many mill priviiegea 
which l~ave been a id  are still utilized in various 
brailclles of industry. The t o m  has three postal 
centres, knom as Towaw~d Harbor, 'Powrumid, 
a l~d  West Townse~ld, each situated about two milea 
from tlie other and clusteri~lg on both banks of the 
Scluai~icool;. The Peterborough and Shirley Rail- 
road, a branch of tlie Fitcl~burg Railmd (com- 
pleted in 1849), passes tl~rough t l~e  town, touclling 
the three villages daily with regular passenger 
tmhs. . Tile ce~~tral  village is sit~~ated nine miles 
from Fitchburg, twenty miles from Lowell, and 
forty miles from Boston. Townsend was named 
by the provincial governor honor of Cllarles 
To\vnshei~d, the E~~glisll  statesman, who was very 
popu1ar.L the colorlies at the time i t  received ita 
charter. I t  rppenrs from tlle town records tlmt 
for more than fifty gears from the time of its in- 
corpontion t l~e  correct ortliopphy of its name- 
sake was generally preserved. Ear the h n n i n g  
of the p m n t  century the "h " was dropped from 
tlie naiae in tlre words, contrarp, perliapst to good 
taste. Tlle population of tlre town (census of 1875) 
is 2,196. 

The earliest historical trace of any ,claim of 
omlership in tlie soil of Townsend lias h e n  found 
among tlie grmnts of "the g m t  and gerreml court" 
to the promi~~eilt mil ihq meti, r h o  two hundred 
ycnn ngo prt icipted in King Philip's \Tar In 
Kew Engln~id. . 

Tlre Reor(?a nf l4e COlon,y nf /be dfndmckweU8 
Bqy in A3ro E~gglawrl, Vol. V., pge 101, ~ o t i t i u ~  
tlie followiiig p n t  : - 
'' Ln!.cl ont to the Wo+l" William Hnuthorn 

Eq. six linridred nnd forty acres of kiwl, mon* or 

present minister is Rev. E.. I\.'. Pride, a .  graduate 
tit Brown University in 1865, and of R'ewto~l 
Theological Lstitution in 1868. The number of 
members is about one I ~ u a d d  and thirty. . Shce 

co~umodious vestry has bee11 added a t  the nor. 
\\.'hen this church,was formed a Sabbath ~11001 
was also organid,  and has .been successfully con- 
ducted ever aha.  

the buihhg of the Raptist meeting-house iu lW 
. . 

I . 
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b, lying in the wilderness on the north of Groaton 
river at a pla& krlled by the Indinns IVistequns- 
iuck, on the \Vest side of sayd hill. 

gg I t  begins at  a p a t  llenllock tree stnnding on 
the West side of the sayd llill marked with 11. and 
mnns north aud by east tllree l ~ u n d d  and twenty 
pole to a mqple ttee marked \+ I i  ; from thence 
it mnns West and by north three Ilundred and 
twenty pole to a shke and stones; from tllenceit 
runxis sduth 8; by west tliree hundred and t\venty 
pole to a great pine in a little stvamp marked 
fI; fhdn tllence it 'ru~uw east JG by south to~tlre 
first hemlock. A11 the lynes are rvhne  S: the 
trees are wdl marked. I t  contaynes a mill squnr 
and is hjd exactly square, as may be easily demon- 
strated by ye platform inserted vndernesth & is 
on file. JONATHAN DANWILTH, SILTC+'. 

gg The! court allows & appmves of this returne so 
it interferes not W* foriner gmnh." 

William Hathorn was a mlagistmte in Salem 
when the Quakers commenced their ecdentric and 
indecent proceediugs " agaitwt the peace and dig- 
nity " of the colony; and a captain sf Salem mili- 
tia during the Indian war, afterwarcl promoted to 
the rank of major. IIe was a diputy to the Oen- 
epl Court two or three times, speaker in 1661; 
and a man of prdmi~~ence. 

gc Huthorn's farm," so called, is situated on the 
routhwestern slope of what was formerly known as 
ballam Hill, inclu(1i11g the meadows a t  its bnse, 
snd was undoubtedly selected from the unbdteh 
tildemess on account of the spontaneous growth 

. Q grass which it produced. The Indian name in 
this grant has been found spelled quite differently. 
In  both the town and the proprietors' records the 
n o d  is almost invariably Niswqunssick. This 
word, in English, sigt~ifies the two-pine place " 
(rihi, t&, coos, pines, and ick, a locative prt i -  
ele). This name llns never been applied to R I I ~  other 
locality. There is nothing l~hiclr goes to show 
tllat t l e  Indinns ever made Townwad a perma~tent 
place of abode, although a tomahawk and a few of 
their stone instruments hnve been found imbedded 
in the best soils along the river, where, perhaps, 
they occasio~nlly planted cnrn. The settlers of tlle 
town made several garrison-houses in clifferent 
dtuations, but there is no record or tradition that 
they \rere ever molested, or injured in t b  least 
degree by the red men. 

From 1676 to 1719, for nenrly half a century, 
nothing is known m~lcerning Hathorn's farm or I 

its burnunding wildern&. Meanwhile tl* sca?sons 
came md departed ; the gentle breathad spring. 
awakened the u n t d  forest verdure; autump 
pointed. its crimsou on the maple leaves ; winter 
summoned its winds to chant the -requiem of the 
yenm as they made their ('exits and entmcu," 
hut the axe of the Pur i ta~~ was uot I r e d  on Nisse- 
yumsick tlill. 

In 1702 the colony of Nassachnsetts Bay a m -  
me~lced issuillg ppe r  money to pay debts .which 
nccumulated from the expense of tlie Zndkn wars, 
and other muses. Tl~e  illflation of- tile currency, 
togetllm wit11 a strong passiot~ and greed for landed 
estates, brought to the surface a dass of spectrlaton 
wllo were ansious to have new towns granted and 
eurveyed. 

In 1719 a certain number of men, the most 
prominent of whom beloaged to Concord, petitioned 
the General Cburt for a grant of two towns a t  tlle 
"\Vesterly side of Groton.? This mas soon after 
Grot011 had bee11 mumyed  by %muel Dsuforth 
(airle 31s. Reconls of General Court, 1718, p. %la), 
who estnblislled the northwest comer of Grotan on 
the easterly side of " Wistequaset Hill," at the 
southwest corner of the old townsl~ip of Dunstable, 
thereby giving to Groton the gore of land between 
the north line of that town and the south line of 
Old Dunstable, having the east lines of .Lunenbuig 
and Tow~lsend as they now are for its western 
boundary. By this survey Groton obtained large 
portions of la~ld which are ,low included within the 
limits of the townships of Pepperell and Shirley., . 
' On the 7th of December, 1719, the General 
Court 'made the following gmnt, which is of great 
importance ; for it is not only the fonlrdation of 
the municipal rights of the town, but it is the bas? 
upon which rest the titles to all the real estate in 
Townsend except Hathorn's mile square. I t  is 
here given entire, from an exact copy of the ~010- 
11ia1 reconls : - 

''Anno Rqwi Reg& -Gmgii Mflgnae Brit- 
hnnae Scrfo. At a great and General Courtfor 
Assembly fot his hiajesty's Province of the Mama- 
chuwtts Ray in New England, begun and held at 
Boston, upon IVdnesday, the twenty-seventh of 
May, 1719, nrrd continued by Prorogation to 
Wednesday, the fourth' of November, 1719,.and 
then met; being their second .wsioa. 

"Nouday. December 7,1719. 
"In the house of hpresentntivm, tile vote fbr 

gmnting two new towns was brougl~t down fmm 
the bond with Amendments, which were read and 



.grad to dnd  the said vote is as follows, viz: 
Fotd, That two new Towns, each containing a 
Qamtity of laxu1 not exceeding six miles square, be 
hid out in as kgular Forms as the Isnd will allow ; 
to be settled in a defensible manner, on tile \\'esterly 
ride of Groton \Test line, and tliat \Yilliiun Tailor, 
Samuel Thaxter, Francis Fullam, Esqrs., Capt. 
Johu Shipley, and Mr. Benjamiu \Vliittemore, be 

Committee CuHy impowered to aUot and gmlt 
out the land contained k ac11 of tlie &?id t o m ,  
(a lot not to exceed Two hundred and fifty acres) 
to such persons, md  only sucll as \rill effectually 
mettle the =me withill tile epnce of time yeas next 
ensuing the laying out and granting such by the 
Committee, who are instructed to admit eighty 
h i l i e s  or persons in each Town at least, who shall 
pay to the mid Committee for the use of tlie Pmv- 
ince, t l~e  rum of Five Po~uids for each allotment, 
which shall be gmnted and allotted as nforesaid; 
and that mc11 person to wliom such lot or lots 
shall be granted or laid out, sliall be obliged to 
build a good D~velli~ig House tliereo~i and inhabit 
it;  and also to brenk up and fence in three acres 
of land at tlie least within the Term of three years ; 
and that there be laid out and reserved for tile first 
eettled Minister a good convenient Lot; also a 
Lot for the School, and a mi~risterial lot, and a lot 
for tiaward College, of two huudred and fifty 
-tea each ; and tlie Settlers be obliged to build, a 
good, convenient House for tlie Worship of God 
in  each of the said l'o\ms, within tile term of four 
years; and to pay the charge of the necessary sur- 
veys, nud the Committee for their service ill and 
about the premises; and tliat the Committee give 
public notice of the time and place when and where 
tiley will meet to grant allotments. 

" Consented to - SauL Sam~." 

. The townships of Lunenburg and Townsend, by 
this order or gnnt  of tile General Court, were called 
into leg111 existence from tlie " cou~~try land " of 
the' province and from a territory previously called 
Turkey Hills. From the date of this gnnt  till 
each of these towns was ~un-eyed and wceived 
its respective charter Lunct~burg was called Turkey 
Hills, nnd Townsend was called The h-ortli TOV:II, 
sometimes Turkey Hills Nortl~ Torn. 

The committee named in this gmnt ml ld  their 
A R t  meeting at the inn of Jo~mtlian IIobart, of 
Concod, on the 11th ofehiay, 17,ZO, wlien seventy- 
two of the eighty allares in North Tow11 were 

. up,,some subscribers paying tlw five pouuds, 

others paying only .a part, and others nothing at 
I that time. Twe~.eatp-four of these seventy-two slmrr- 
l~oldcrs belonged to Coocord. At a subsequent 
meeting the other eight shares were. taken, but the 
names of tl~ose who took them do not appear on . 
the manuscript record of Fra~icis Fullam, clerk sf 
the committee. This manuscript ,is preserved,,ip 
Barrrard College Library. It was impossible. far 
tlie origiaal proprietors of the towtr to.conforpr to 
the strict letter of tlie grant. The "conveuient 
house for the worship of God " was not buili till 
1,730. It was a rude etrpcturt?, and the .only oue 
in town at that time built of sawed lumber. Only 
a few of the men who met at Concod in 1710, 
qnd subscribed for an .eightieth part of the tom, 
ever became settlers in the Korth Town. .Accord- 
i i~g  to tlie town recods, the first birth was in 1728, 
during wliich year several families came be& from 
Chelmsford, Groton, and Woburn. 

Ou the 29th of June, 1732,  owns send was 
incorporated and its boundaries ~nade; but not till 
October, 16, 1734, did the town settle " a learned 
orthodox minister." Just before, aad at tliir time, 
there was a s l u q  controversy goiug on between 
the land proprietors of the towr~sliips of Toanseud 
aud Old ~ u n ~ t a b l e ,  the point in dispute bemg a 
tract of land in the tiortheast conrer .of Townsend, 
then in Dunstable. I t  appears, from all tlie records, 
that the Towwend proprietors lield unreasomble 
views coi~ceniiug the boundary line between t b p  
towns. During the.next decade the t o m  a d v a ~ ~ q d  
considerably. Tl~e Genernl Court mnde a law erp- 
powering tlie selectmen to asgess and collect a tax 
of one penity on every acre of " Non-resident l a n v  
wliicl~ was a g m t  l~elp towards the support of t l~i ir  
minister. I I733 a saw and grist mill.was built 
at tlie Harbor; still, tlie settlers were very poor, 
and subject to many privations. 

In 1741 the province line between hfkinch& 
setts and h'ew Halnlwhire w e  eshblislid, by 
~rhicli To\rnsend lost about one third of its terri- 
tory, \vllicl~ is now etnlraced ritliin tliq limits of 

. Broulili~te, Ilason, and Ke\r I l~a i ch ,  in Xew 
~ a r n ~ d i i r e .  Tliis was another nource ,of trouble 
to tile land-lovi~ig proprietors, of the town, x l ~ o  
soon pctitio~ted tile Genenl Cou$.for iadctnni6~- 
tion. Tile subject was not acted up011 till 17G5, 
wlien tile nsse~nbl~ "granted a townel~ip some- 
wilere at tile eastward of the Snco River, six miles 
squnre, to tile Towtwhend proprietors nud otlwm, 
for militqry services n ~ ~ d  otlier losses and ~en:ices." 

I Of,  this townsliiy Towasead was. to l~arre 10413 
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acm. Then is, however, nothing recorded going 
tD ahow that Townsend ever complied with the 
terms of the grant, or received the least benefit 
from iti 'At this period (1765) log-houses +in to 
disappear, comfortable c o t t o p  took their places, 
and quite a number of the two-story houw, with 
tbeir konstrous chimneys, were built by the most 
realthy people of the town. The population at 
that time wrw 598. 

By tbe iucorporntion of hshby, in 1767, Towns- 
end prtedwitli territory errough to fonn about two 
tbids of that town, with ns little regret cu is fek 
by o mother at the n~arriage of the eltlest daughter 
of the family. Since tlie time of this exckiot~ tlre 
limits of the'town l~nve remained undisturbed. 

At the inauguration and during the progress of 
the Revolutionary \Var the t o h  took o very active 
prt, being in constant correspondence with the 
town of Boston through the Committee of Snfety. 
When the nlarm. wns made on the 19th of April, 
1775,0 seventy-five men, in two compat~ies, under 
tbe command of Captain James Hwley anlid C a p  
bin Samuel Douglas, took up the line of mamh 
for Concod, to mis t  the "ministerial troop." 
Epllraim Warren left his plougll in the furrow, 
mounted one of the horses with which he was nt 
mrk ,  and callir~g for his gun and ammunition 
rCarted a t  fell speed " to hnve a shot at the r e p -  
In." During the siege of Boston several sled- 
lo& of provisiot~s were sent by this town to its 
rotering inliabitants. The tbwn records attest the 
spirit4 mnliner with which its quotns for the army 
wem filled, ru~d ta  the great interest manifested in 
the causeof freedom. It, however, had more than 
its slinre of toriw, who were a source of great 
trouble and anrloynnce to the p~triots. Several 
became refugm. Tlm most prominelit among 
them was Joseph hhms ,  a physician, wl~o owned 
ml estate both in this towl~ and in Pepperell, all 
of which was confisctttd and sold. 

Duriug the Slmys Bebellion excitement many of 
the citizens of the town, not discriminating between 
df-government arid anarchy, were in sympntl~g u-ith 
the insurgents. "The distressed situation of pub- 
lie affiiim" 'are the words of the record of o town- 
meeting in 1736. Some of the moat promillent men 
in towti were ready to assist in obstructing the sit- 
ting of the courtn A compnny wns m i d  hy Lieu- 
tenant Peter Butterfield, largely mnde rq) of young 
men and minors, which participated with Job Slint- 
tuck in the attempted mid on the court at Concord. 

At the commencement of the present century 

the people of the town we= v y  much divided in 
opi~~ion in rcgnrd to the location of their l~ouse of ' wonhip. ' As was the custom rhen it rae built, 
it w a  located on a hill which afforded many 
clmrming viewa of the surrounding country. The 
villnge at Groton, with its'white church-spire md 
dwelling, the fnrm-houses in Lunmburg, ard the 
graceful colltours of the Turkey Uills at the seuth- 1 mt and rest, constituted a delightful outlook 
from this standpoint. Here hacl been tlleir house 

I 
I of worship since tlre settlement o t  the t o m  Tbe 
d t y  of climbi~~g a steep hill to attend meet- 
ing, togetl~er with tlie difficulty in getting pod  
w e b  of water thereon, sere. the prominent objec- 
tions to that spot, hellowed to these worshippen 
by mnny tender recollections. In  1798 the tomb 
began to agitate the subject of a aew meeting- 
house in another lo en ti or^, and during the w x t  
year a committee of sixteen members was chosen 
"to find the centre of the town," and to  select a 
suithble place for the building; but nothing deli- 
nite was @ upor1 till 1803, rhen, after having 
from three to five town-meetings in each yearD the 
toum voted to remove their meeting-house to the 
place where it now stnads, on the Common, abere 
itawns ncwly set up, renovated, and dedicated in 
the autum~i of 1804. The selection of this spot 
for the centre of the town was a very judicious not 
OII the part of the committee. Tile pitch-pine forest 
soon disappeared, and the meetiag-house became 
the nucleus of n thriving setthhent, since grown 
to tlie proportions of a manufacturing villagc, 
'' with tbe modem improvements." 

The nnr with Great Britain in 1812 being 
unpopubr in 3fnssnchusetts, no very entllluiastic 
respouse to the a l l  for troop was mnde. 'Illis 
totnt was represented by one volunteer and about 
half a .wore of drafted Inen, among the Niddlpex 
County t roop stntio~~ed nt Fort IVanen, under tlre 
command of Colo~~el Walter Hastiilgs of Towus- 
end. For the first fifty jenn of the existence of 
tlle town there is nothing to be found on record 
whereby the military history of that period can be 
written. That nn efficient militia uas here is evi- 
dent from the fnct that mnny t o m  oficers have 
military prefixes to their names. The earliest 
reco~ls of the militia show that the tnwn had tm 
companies, known as the North Company and the 
South G m p n y  ; and the records of tlie former, 
from 1788 to 1817, ntrd of the latter from 1783 
to 1S15, are still preserved. The names of the 
captains of the South Company, as they suceceded 



eeeh otber in oflick, are William Stevens, Zacl~ariah 
Hildritl~, Timothy Fwseaden, Elinb Cioi~~g, IIeze- 
kiah Richardsoa, Willkn Archibold, Isaac Spauld- 
ing, James Adams, aud Isaac Kidder; aud of the 
Korth Company are Jol~tl Campbell, Jo~~atllan 
Wallace, Samuel Brooks, Josepll Adams, Walter 
liastings, John Waugli, and George MTalhce. 
These were .promineat townsmen in their day, 
when i t  meant somethi~~g to be the comrna~~der of 
a military compuy. In 1817 Levi TVarren, Val- 
ter Hastilip, and others petitioned for the charter 
ot an independent compuy, which was gnnlted; 
and o o b ~ b  after i t  was organized under the uame of 
the Ibmluend J,igllt Infantry, which was kept alive 
till 185%. 1t was a well-dixildined, fine-looking 
c q s .  It invariably appeared on parade with ex- 
e l lea t  music, a11d ~-t?ceivd on nlueterdays many 
comyliment~ from military meri during the thirty- 
fire years of its existeace. The organization of 
this company left the number of soldiers in town 
liable. to do military duty so small that they were 
enrolled in one company. The military spirit in 
Massachusetts began to wane about 1826, previous 
to  which, time the tr;li~ling ztnd muster days were 
k m k d  forward to with much interest. In 1837 
the legislature passed a law making all military 
duty voluntary, which resulted in the disbanding 
of the entire un-uniformed militia of the common- 
wealth. 

There was little interest manifested in military 
affairs until 1861, wheu tlle life of the nation was 
threatened by the Southern slaveholders. The 
part taken by Townwad in that temble civil war 
was very creditable, both to its young men who 
enlisted and. eiitered the service, and to the tax- 
payers who poured fort11 their t1.easuree ~vithout 
stint in the cauw of patriotism and for the preser- 
vation of the U~iio~l. The town sent to the field 
three commissioned officers, and, including one 
drufled man and substitutes, two hundred and 
sixty-seven men, of whom one hundred and sixtv- 
a l e  were vetem in this tolvn at the time when they 
volunteered. Of the To~v~isend men included in 
this number thirty-four lost their lives, - twelve in 
action, and twenty-two by starvation in Rebel prir- 
ons, by di-seme, or other casualties of mr .  In 
Company E, 33d hiass7chusetts Regiment of Vol- 
uateers, went twenty-ix Tmnwnd men, twelve 
of whom were either tilletl in action or dicd in the 
a*. At p r e ~ ~ t  there is no ~nilitnry company in 
town and, in fact, the commonwealth itself is in 
about the eame defenceless eoudition aa when tbe 

guns were pointed towards devoted Sumtcr in 
1861. Our legislators and the people pmfe1~1 the 
most prufouud re*lmt for the memory of l'aah 
ington, forgetting l~is  jlartiug advice: "In ti& 
of peace prepare for war." 

The ecclesiastical l~istory of Townsend, like that 
of most h'ew England towns, is replete with inter- 
est. There were settlers here, ill the easterly part 
of the town, two or three years befom a church 
was gathered, who were acusto~ned to attend publie 
worship at Groton. Tlie extreme poverty of t h m  
men, together with the lung controversy with Old 
Dunstable (before mentioned), is PUP@ to be 
the priucipal reason why Toansend di? not receive 
ita cl~arter a b u t  the same time that Luueubug 
was incorporated (1728). The meeting-house rar 
built in 1780, and probably there was & o d  
preaching in it for some time before a cllurch m a  
gatherd. There is ~~othing left on m r d  caocent- 
ing the religious status of the town previaua td 
1734, when a call was extended to Pliineas Hemen- 
way to become the town's-minister. A copy of 
hlr. Hemensay's acceptance of this call is in -the 
town records, dated July 22, 1734. He m cr6 
dai~ied 011 the 16th of October, at which time 
church, cousisti~lg of sixteen male memben, m a  
gathered. The names of these members am P h k  
Hemenway, Josepli Stevens, l17illiam Clark,Natlran- 
iel Tailor, Daniel Tailor, Joseph Baldwin, John 
Stevens, Jnmes hlcDonald, John IVallis, Samuel 
IXanni~~g, Jacob Bddwie, Samuel Clark, J o k  
Slowen, Benjamin Tailor, Lwac Spauldirg, ud 
Jeremiah Ball. The wives of some of these am 
were soon after admitted to the cl~urch. hlongiug 
to this body, also, were some of the negro &vea 
ouned by tllr3 wealthiest citizeus whose 
appear above. During Mr. Hemenway's p i o r -  
ate the church increased from sixteen to reventy-' 
nine members. . . 

Rev. Phineas Hemenway was born at Framing- 
ham, April 26, 1706. He was the son of Josh- 
and, lkbccknh Hemenway, of Roxbury. The father 
scttled in Fnmingl~nm in 1691, and was one of 
the founders of the Church of Christ in that tow& 
October 8, 1701, at which time lie was cliomh 
descoa. He had enjoved the advantages which 
Rorburp afforded, and received a superior education 
for the time. He was ~ O U ~ I I  whooltnrster in 1706. 
IIe was a man of decided corlvicriol~s andl earnat 
piety. In doctrinal belief he agreed wit11 Edwards; 
in church polity he was a strict Congregationalist, 
as opposed to the Presbyterian tendencia of the 



&I. He took a 5nn stand in favor of the revival 
d e r  Edwnnls and \Vbitefield, and was knowu to 
and shared the confidence of such ministers as 
e b q l l  and Prince of Boaton. IIe was an acknowl- 
ed&d leader in tlre civil affairs of the town, was 
diputy to the Genernl Court in 1712 and in 1717, 
and heid many import311t offices of trust. Phineas, 
thg mn, grew up under the influence of such a train- 
ing. IIe graduated at Hnrvard College i 1750. 
No traditions of his persoaal a1,penrance or charac- 
@ are pi;eserved in the family. He was the first 
native-boru son of Frami~~gham to grncluate at  
college, and was elected master of the grammar 
d p o l  a t  tlie close of his senior year. He com- 
rn* teaching July 27, and continued in the 
mGce one year, for which he received the sum of 
t50. On the 8th of bin?, 1739, he married 
Ssrah Stevens of JIarlborough, who was born Sepl 
temberg7, 1713. She survived him,and on the 
20th of October, 1761, married David Taylor, of 
Concord. 

Mr. Hemenray wa3 a very useful citizen and a 
fithful pastor. None of his writing except what 
an in the records of the church have been found. 
He d i d  May 20, 1760, in the twenty-seventh 
year bf his.ministry. 

With commendable prompt1~9,t, on the 20th of 
ck!qber follo\ring the torn " J'bttd and chose 
Mr. Semuel Dix to be their pastor and gospel 

- minister, by a unanimous vote," \vllereulmo the 
church gnve llim n formal call, which 11e accepted 
Janury 13, 176 1. Rev. Satnuel Dix \vns a native 
of Reading, born >larch la, 1756, was graduated 
at Hanard in 1758; adailled at Tomsend, 
M a d  4, 1761 ; died November 12, 1797, in the 
thirty-sixth year of his pastorate, aged sisty-two. 
He ma,rried -1bipil Clnndler of Boston. blr. Dix 

an excelbnt scholar, Everything that is left 
of his ,wr i t i~~g  goes to sl~ow that he possessed 
e t k ~  intellectual powers, fully equal to most 
of his contempornries in the ministry. He per- 
formed more pastoral work than nny other minister 
ever settled in To\nisend. The tom~s of Blnson, 
Brookline, Jaffrey, Hancock, and Stocldanl, in New 
Hampshire, and -1shby in this county, were all 
favored by his visits, to offer consolation at the 
bedside of the d z i ~ ~ g ,  to attend funerals, and ta 
preach the Word. Some of these towns liad no set. 
tled minister nt that time. Rev. Stephen Farrnr, 
r h o  preached his funeral sermon, attests to hir 
faithfulncas and ability ; that " he shone pculiarlg 
in the virtues of meekness, patience, huniility, nad 

selfdenial"; and that his preacl~ing was accompanied 
"with earnestness nnd pntbos of address." There 
was a large assembly at his funerah in.vhich wen 
many miaistre, some coming a long- distance to 
expres their deep sympathy with his fnmily, the 
church, and the town. During his miuisty be 
baptized in To\rnsend six hundred and sixty-seven 
persons ; and ane l~undred and severity-thm joined 
tlle cl~urch. , , 

During the next threc years there was no nettled 
pnstor. On the 2d of hcember, 1799, Dnvid 
Palmer received a a l l  to h'ecome the tom's minis- 
ter, which lie accepted. He was ordained - on t l ~  
first day of Ju~unry, 1800, and the occnsion was 
made a holiday. Tlre peather and travelli~~g were 
excellent. The pastor elect, his yeraoual friends, 
and the learned council marched to the rneetit~g- 
house on the sno~v-crust to the music of fife aad 
drum. Everybwly " kept open house," and the 
multitude that came from the neighboring ,towns 
gave special attention to tlie '( orclination pnd&mg," 
and other good things, both liquid and solid, that 
were provided for their ?;astronomic enjoj-~neut an 
this festal dny. T l~e  exercises at the meeting-house 
\re* very impressive. Rev. Andrew Lee of Lis- 
bon, Co~i~~ecticut, preached tlie sermon. 

Mr. Palmer proved to be a very acceptable# 
preacher and a successful educator. Several 
young men of this town fitted for college under 
his tuition. He 1 ~ i 9  a rmn of genial mnnaen 
and social disposition ; particularly useful to the 
schools, where his visits were always welcome, on 
accou~~t of the instruction imparted in 11is pecul- 
iarly ngreenble manner. His ~nh i s t r j  contirued 
more than thirty-one yean, duriag which time he 
performed three h~undred and A fty -four m a m a ~ e s ,  
baptized two hundred a ~ ~ d  eighty-three pemus, 
and \ritnmsed the adlaision of turn hundrecl and 
fifty into the church. 

Rev. David Palmer was born at TVi~~dl~am, Con- 
necticnt, in 1768 ; gnduated at Dartmoutl~ College 
in 1797, was preceptor of New Ipswicll Academy 
in 1798, ordained in Totmeend in 1800, mnrried . 
Cllloe Kinsley, of his native town, in 1704, 
d i d  at T o ~ n s e ~ ~ d  in 1349, aged eighty-one years. 

For the first ninety-eight yenrs of the tnunicipl 
existence of the to\vn it had only three. settlqd 
ministers, each of ul~om was animated by the same 
sublime faith and hope ; whelrms, since that time . 
the " laborers" have been mnny, and of &delY 
different theolo_clcal riews. At the beginning of. 
the p m n t  ce~ltury there were t w  or t h m  Baptist 



families in this tom. In  1887 the number of 
persons of that faith had increased so much under 
the labon of Rev. Benjamin Dean, that a churcli 
consisting of twelve members was orgaiiized at 
West Townseid. Iu 1831 a tasteful aud a m -  
mqdiotls meeting-house , m a  built at that village. 
horn this' commencement to the present time the 
denomination has received aid from the Domestic 
Baptist ;Nissioimry Society. Tile nalnes of tlie 
ministers who followed Nr. Dean in succession are 
Ber. Caleb B r m ,  Bev. James Ikrnlaby, Rev. Oren 
Tracy, Rev. Charles TIT. Reding, Rev. IT. C. Rich- 
a d ,  Rev. Cdeb Blood, Rev. F. G. Brown, Rev. 
Lester Williams, Rev. E. A. Battell, Rev. George W. 
Ryan, Rev. Willad P. Upham, Rev. Oren K. Hunt, 
and Gv.  William B. Thompsou, who is tile present 
pastor. The church has never been large, but there 
11m been much unanimity among its members. 

The Unitarians, holding possession of the meet- 
ing-house in 1830, had considerable numerical 
strength, but none of them made profession of 
rzligibn or belonged to any church. The desidern- 
tum with them was "liberal preaching." I11 1831 
they todk the narhe of the First Parish in Towns- 
ei~d, and employed Rev. Warren Burton for their 
preacher, n l ~ o  remained about a year. He was an 
eloquent speaker, and a man of good ability. Mr. 
Ruiton was followed by REV. Jesse Chickering till 
about 1836, 'when Rev. Ezekiel L. Bascom com- 
menced preaching, and during that pear lie g theml  
a churcli con9isthg of rather more than twenty meln- 
bers. He was a plausible writer and speaker. He 
graduated at Dartmouth in 1798, and died in 1841. 

In  the autumn of 1936 Linus H. Shaw (Hnr- 
vard Divinity Scl~ool, 1833) received cr call for a 
settlement with' the First Parish, allich he ac- 
cepted, and he was installed on the 2lst of De- 
cember following. The inantle of the founder of 
this cllurch did not fall on this young pastor ; for 
althougl~ he was a geldlernan of unsullied moral 
cbaractcr, a g o d  thinker, and a writer of m p t  
able talents, LC was never popular either with liis 
church or congregatiou. Ul~less making thoroug11 

- preparation and co~nmitting his thoughts to writ- 
ing, his 'effdrts in public were alwajs failures. 
After a pqstorate of about two years his connectioa 
with this patis11 was dissolved. From that time 
nutil 1858 the Unitarians had no settled mhister, 
mid but little preachiug. 111 1760, by the legacy 

-of Amos Whitney, a vi~luable farm, located near 
the meeting-house, was given to tile  tow^^ for a 
pmnege. ' This h l~gi111y came into the pos- 

d n  of the Unitarians, and was sold by tlm., 
Tl~ey aLso wld the old meeting-house, except tbe 
bell, to the Nethodists in 1852. In 1854 thcf 
built a meeting-house at the Harbor, and empbed  
Rev. Stillman Barber for their minister. Thu 
gentlemall remained with them about two jenrp, nt  
the end of which time no fuiids were raised for 113 
support. From 1856 to the present time "the 
First Parish in Tomsend" h eris ted 'dy ih 
name. 

In  1850, and for about two yenm after, the 
Metliodists re& listeeil~g to tbe stirring a p p &  
of two earnest cle%%men, -.Rev. Horace Moulton 
and Rev. Samuel Tupper, who laid the foundation 
for a Nethdist church in this tom. As before 
mentioned, the 3Ietbodists bought the old meeting- 
liouse of tlie Unitarians in 185%. Tliis denornilin-. 
ti011 l ~ s  supported preaclii~ig and weekly religious 
meetings since its inauguration. biuch i~itenst 
from time to time has been manifested by the peo- 
ple of this wct. In 1876 the church received 
sixty-eight l~ew members, -the mul t  of a nvival 
conducted by I. T. Johnson, the evangelist. The 
names and order of succession of tlie of - 
this church are as follows : Rev. Horace Noqltou, 
Rev. Samuel Tupper, Rev. Pliny Wood, Rev. 
Windsor \Yard, Rev. J. A. Ames, Rev. T. B. 
Tread\rell, Rev. A. F. Bailey, Rev. TV. P. Webster, 
Rev. C. H. EIannford, Rev. S. K. Kiley, Rev.- 
B~rrtis Judd, Rev. E. A. Howard, Rev. A. K 
Howard, Rev. T. 8. Tisdale, Rev. Erastus Bur- 
lingham, Rev. A. TT. Baird, Rev. IV. E. Dwiglit, 
and Rev. Daniel Atkins, the presellt pastor. 

Tile Universalist Bestorationists formed a Soci- 
ety in 1889, a t  West Townsend, aud Rev. Jolin 
Pleroe, a young man of good abilities, war em- 
plojed as their minister. In  1848 the soCietj 
built the brick meeting-house at West To~&send, 
~ l i i ch  was dedicated Jartua ry 25, 1849. " 11re 
Restoratior~iets never formed a cliurcli in 'Towns- 
entl, ]lor have they sustained preaching here mom 
than one tl~inl of the time since their chuk l~  edifice* 
was built. Tile nnmes of tlie millisters of this 
society are John Pierce, Stillmnn Clark, Vamum 
L~IICO~II,  R. J. Chnpmnn, and C. C. Clark. 

For the last fifty pears the Congregationalists 
hare been the most nurnerous, wealthy, md influ- 
ential religious sect in town. In  1830 they built 
the brick church edifice at the east of tbe Pakk, in 
tlie centre of the toqn, and selected a $sung man of 
first-class alucatioa and talents for their pador. 

Rev.  William M. Bogers, a native of Eqhld,' 
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iras .the fint p t o r  of the Orthudox Congmgd- 
tionai Cliurch of Christ in Tomsend ; Harvnrd, 
18%7 ; Andover Tlreologicnl ~ k i n a r y ,  1830 ; or- 
dained February 16, 1891 ; dismisbed at his owu 
rqnest, July, 1835. 

Bev. Columbus Shumway, the second pastor, 
graduated at Union College; ceaeived Iris tlreo- 
logicar education at Auburn ; was installed, June, 
1836; and dismissed, April, 1837. 

Rev. David Sto\rell, tliird pastor; Dartmouth, 
18e9; wan installed, -June, 1837; dismissed, 
August, 1843. Rev. Lutlier H. Sl~eldou, fburtl~ 
p r t o r ;  Iliddlebury College, 1839 ; Andaver T h w  
logical Seminary, 1843 ; ordained, 181.4 ; dismissed 
at liis own e u e s t ,  1856. Betr. Elias W. Cook, 
tilth pastor; Yale, 1837 ; installed, 1858 ; dis- 
missed, 1859. Bev. Bfoses Patten, sixth pastok; 
Bartmouth, 1850 ; Andover Tlreological Seminary, 
1855 ; ordained, 1860 ; dismissed, 1863. Ilev. 
JoBnaC. Hutchirison, acting pastor from 1863 to 
1866.' 'flev. George W~lliarns, seventli pastor; in- 
stalled, 1867; dismissed, 1869. Rev. George H. 
-Morn ; Andover Tlieologid Seminary, 1857 ; 
acting pastor from 1869 to 1873. Rev. Henry C. 
Fay, Amherst College, 1861; hnprTheologia1 
&milmy, 1857 ; acting pastor from 1873 to 1876. 
Rev. Albert F. Newton, eighth pastor; Dartmouth, 
1874; Andover Theological Semiwry, 1877; or- 
&in&, September 5,1377 ; the present incumbent. 

There is nothing particularly worthy of record 
concealing the educational liistory of this town, 
except, perhps, a riotice of the Female Seminary 
.dd Toynsend Ademy,  both of whicli were in 
active'operation here thirty years ago. In 1830, 
on' petition of Levi Warre11 of -this town, and 
certain other gentlemen of Boston and Newton, 
of the Baptist faith, a chrter  of i~rcorpomtion was 
gpnted by the Geileni Court to the Townsend 
West Village Female Semirurry. The gmntees 
erected a large and commoclious bnildirrg at 
West Towasend, and funiidl~ed it with appra- 
tb for illustrating the sciences, together with a 
library of several hundred volumes. The trustees 
were fortunate in their clioice of a principal at 
the opelring of the institution. A competent corps 
of assistent teachen was employed, afid it b m e  
i first-class seminary, and was extensively pat- 
ronized, particularly by people of the Baptist 
densmindion. This hrge scliool was a great 
benefit to West Tomsend. I t  had wri~rterruptecl 
prosperity till about 1834, when, from several 

=causes, but especially from a differer~ce among 

the tnwtem them-, it lost its popularity ipd 
influence, md was ctiseontiaued. 

The people at  t b  tentre of the -town, in 1840, 
under the l a d  of Rer. David Stowell, feeling that' 
West T6wn-nd m a s  becoming a rivai .of their 
own villnge, assembled, urd agreed to build m 
academy by subscrien.  Through contnbutiolls 
of' lumber, money, d labor, a bidding of &a- 
ble dimensions wns erected r t  the centre of the 
town, and opened lor academiml purposes in 
1841. For five or six years afterwards a good 
number of scliolars of both sexes were in attehC 
ance at tlris acade~nj. After tlrat time tlm income 
from tuition fees rrs found to be inadequate to 
support a principal, aad tlre dooq of the build- 
ing were closed. Both of them buildings wen 
afterwards purchased by the town and used for 
scl~ool-bouses. 

Towilsend has pmduced its full slum of profes- 
sional men who lrare gone out from its borders 
and made themselves horn& elsewhere. Seventeen 
Tonnsend men lmve graduated at New England 
colleges. Their names are -as follows : John 
Hubbard, D. C., 1785 ; Abralutm Rutterfield, 
D. C., 1790; Dnrliel Adama, D. C., 1797; Jas- 
eph Walker, B. C., 1818; W~lliam Farmer, H. U., 
1819'; John S t e m ,  Middlebury, 1821 ; Joel 
Giles, H. U., 1829; John Graham, Anlherst, 
1829 ; John Giles, H. U., 1831 ; Charles Brooks, 
Y. C., 1858; Warren Brooks, H. U., 1855; Mark 
Davis, D. C., 1856; Cliarles Thaddeus Hnyna, 
Ainhent, 1862; John Jlilton Proctor, D. C., 1863 ; 
Ra~~dall Spaulding, Y. C., 1870; Eliel Sl~umway 
Bnll, D. C., 1874; Wayland Spaulding, Y. C., 
1874. 

Daniel Atlnms, tbe most noted man born in 
Towmend, gmdunted at  Dartmouth College in 
1797 ; took Iris 'medical degffe at the =me insti- 
tution in 1799 ; raa associate editor of a news- 
paper at  Leaminster in 1801; published T !  
Sckolar's Brithnelie in 1808, and The Us& 
slan(lirrg Reader in 1810; was a member of the 
New Hnmpsliire Historial Society in 1822, and 
p-esidont of the New Hnmpshire Medical Society 
in 1823; published A(lamr' Npro Ari tAdic  in 
1828, aud The dlbrilorial R d m  in 1841. 
He was  for some time a practical physician and 
surgeon at lfount Vernon, New Hampshire. He 
afterward moved to Keeiie, where he resided 
more than half a century, and wllere he published 
most of his worlcs. His boob lrad an extensive 
circulation through the cornmoll ~ h o o l s  and .ad- 



en& of New . B l g h ~ ~ d ,  and they were a d a  
cicled improvement OII the text-books previousl! 
.nd. , He was a leading man in his profession, 
as well. as la promim~t nutbor. He was a dili- 
gent student during his life, iuvestigati~ig the 
.cause of things, and laying open their hidden 
d t i o n s  and affiaitics. A mild like his may be 
compared to tlie hend-light of a locomotive, that 
darts its rays far along the tmck.. He married 
N a r y  blulliken, August l7, 1800. They had 
two sons and three daughters. Both of his s o ~ u  
ryaeived a collegiate ed.ucation. He died at Keene - h 1865, aged. 91 ycars. 

H a q  Me* 

For about twenty p r s  this town contained the 
residence of Henry Price, the man r h o  laid the 
con~er-stone of speculative hf~sonry in America. 
He was born in bodon about 1697, and came to 
Kew England about 1723. From the record of 
the proeeeclil~gs in a suit commencecl by him nginst 
a debtor in 1732 it is proud that b was a sbop 
keeper and tnilor in Boston as early as 1731. On 
petition of severnl ~nasonic bretl~ren of Boston, 
addressed to Viscount Montape, grand master of 
Masons of England, he was appointed " a provin- 
cial pnnd master of .free nad accepted mmns in 
n'ea E~~glaad," April SO, 1733. Within a short 
time after this appoirtmrnt he was comn~isionioned 
cornet in govenlor Belcl~er's troop of p d s ,  with 
the rank of major. He was then thirty-six years 
old. . For some time his place of bu slaess ' was on 
Cond~ill, very near r l m  No. 96 Washington St& 

now stands. In 1737 he married Mary Towmad, 
who was superior to most of her sex both in mental 
and p e m l  elrdowments, and in 1738 a daughter, 
Mary, was born to them. He camed .on busi~less, 
sometimes with a partner, till 1751, when he w t i d  
,to take care of his m l  estate, of which he 
a large amdullt in different towns. His wife (Mary 
Townsend) d i d  about 1750, and in 1753 he m 

' ried Nary Tilden, of Boston, at Trinity Church, 
as he was an Episcopalian., . About 1760, while 
looking forward to a b%ht future, 11ia wife a d  
daugiiter died at nearly the same time, leaving his 
home desolate a ~ d  forsaken. It was probably h& 
Eormw at these losses ,thnt intlnced him to makb 
himself a home elsewhem. In  1761 he came to 
Townsend, a ~ ~ d  settled ou land which be hap owned 
about twenty years. : A prospect of scenic beauty 
meets the eye from the hillside where he lived. 
.He was soon appreciated ly tlie Townmd peoph, 
for in 1764 and 1765 he represented them. in 
provincial legislature, in wl~ich body he eerved .,on. 
qereral committees. 

" September y* 17, 1771, were lawfully -mil 
H a ~ r y  Price Esq., mith Lydia hadall, botll. of 
Tolvnsend, by Reverend Samuel Dir of Tow&d." 
By this tl~ird mamage two childreq.were born to 
him, Mary and Rebecca. He lived quietly in thia 
town and enjo~ecl llis inc-ing years. Tradition 
says that on nearly every Sabbath morning he and 
his family were clri\rel~ to church by his ncgro qlave- 
Scipio, and tlint they invariably returned home at 
~ I I ,  when a good dinner awaited their amvd. 
.He died on the 20th d Nay, 1780, from the eff* 
of a wou~~d in his abdomen can.4 by a glaying 
axe held in his owti Iiandp. He performed Inally 
journeys to Boston in connection with his masot~ic 
duties, where in his old age he was regarded with 
reverence by the order. At the age of seventy-oue 
years, and wl~ile iushlling Gnud bIasler Bore, + 
used these impressive r o d s  : - 

"I t  is Gd's decm that every one elmil di. 
Death is his messenger to enforce his bw ; nor will 
he let any of us carry from hence any. mnrk of ha- 
mnn pride, treasures or honors, or any pmof of our 
mrtllly conscqnence but a god conscience obtai~ml 
from a well-sln.nt life; from which reflects the 
most brilliant l e p q  r e  can lave our.friends ip 
this worltl, - a good name? . 

fllrnugll the mas  on the date 1u.d-stone a t  his 
grave the passer-by may tnce tl~ese nods, r l~ich 
have re~nained there for a century : "An Hotitst 
Bia~i. T11e.Xoblest Work of God." . . .' . 
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The industries of Townsend, aside from @- 
culture, have beea numerous. John Wallace and 
hia brother, men of Scotch-Iris11 origin, came here 
roon after the settlement of the town, and located 
on Nissequnssick Hill. They were coopen in Bos- 
ton, but chose this town for a p e r m d n t  residet~ck 
on account of the large quantity of wliiiteoak tim- 
ber found here. Coopering has bee11 the leading 
mechauical pursuit in Townsend since it was in- 
troduced by these men. Until within tbe lust half- 
centary no machinery was used in making barrels ; 
but, since the disappearance of tlre originnl growth 
oE the white-oak, barrels have been made from 
whikpine, and machinery has been extensively 
otilized in prepring coopering stock. busi- 
ntss has brought a large amount of money iuto 
tlw town. ,111 1875, according to the decennial 
cmsus of the state, the capital invested in this 
branch. of industry walr $302,700; amount of 
goods tnannfactud, $344,254. The lumber-mills 
of the town are, at present, almost exclusively 
used in the interest of .the coopering bucli~~ess. 
Therearc two leatl~er-board mills, which tunr out 
many tans of product attuually ; m d  two. grist- 
milis sent out, in 1874,*520,000 north of corrt, 
ye ,  and wheat, ground into men1 and flour. The 
town bas had clothiers, saddlers, morocco-dressem, 
rool-carden, and hatters, besides those engnged in 
the1 mrnufaeture of spinning-wheels, potash, and 
ast-iron wan, all of which trades and occupntions 
are now extinct. 

k n s e n d  has had its fnU sllare- of ingenious 
mechanics, the Bicltardsons, Whitneys, and Ste- 
vensej ranking in this class. Lang ago hvi Riclr- 
atdsdt~, through the influence of Genenl Varnum, 
M. C., bccntne the potentee of a spitirrirrg-rvbeel, 
a d  of a self-setting machine for sowing boards. 

Shmuel Vrhitney, a blacksmith, was the inven- 
tor of tlie mnchine known as the Woodwortl~ 
Planer. He bad tlie castings mode, to which he 
applid the knives and ''feeclittg" part, made by 
himself; and he put the machine successfully at 
work in presence of men who arc still among 
the living. Neglecting to apply with sufficient 

proinptness for Ietten-patent, the p'hm where his 
model was stored m s  broken into, aud drarings 
taken, from which another model was made. 

Willinm Stevens, nn excellent maclrinist, was 
the inventor of a self-setting gear for the stave- 
MLW, wltich is in constant use in the coopering 
business, and is a great labor-saving contriva~ux. 

Ass Wllitney was a prolninent mechanic, from 
tile same blacksmith-shop of his brother Samuel, to 
whom reference has just been made. As a railmd 
engineer he was at tbe head of the profession. 
When the Erie. Railway wm beitig built, he was 
consulted by the directon on the question of its . 
gauge, to which he gave an elaborate opinion in 
favor of tile +feet 84-inch page, which, Lad it 
been then adopted (as it recently has been), would 
have ~aved the railway millions of dollars. At 
the close of his life, in 1874, he was engaged in 
PLiladclphia, at the 11ead of the firm of A. Whit- 
ney & Sons, in the manufacture of car-wheels. 
By his r i l l  11e left 850,000 to found a chair of 
dynamiml engineering i the University of Penn- 
sylvania. He left a large fortune, and pas the 
only Tomsend man known to the writer vbo waa 
ever a millioxinnire. 

Let this s~nopsis of the history of an old tom- 
ship be closed by a single quohtion, which sl~ould 
awaken everywhere a greater respect for tbe mem- 
ory of those grent minds which, dur iw all the 
past, have been contin~~ally adding to the aggre- 
gate of liumnn knowledge and Ilapputess, from 
the time of T u h l  Chin, the first known cunning 
artificer, to tllat of our own Middlesex County 
Morse, whose first messnge over the wires was, 
" What hatli God wmuglrt ! " I 

''Tl~e people of the present owe everything $o 
the pnst; and without tlre accomplishments of 
those who hnve preceded us, man ?odd be simply 
a barbarinn in tile wilderness, crouching in a cave, 
shivering in the cold, nfraid of the thunder, trem- 
bling befare the lightning, shuddering a t  the mgs- 
terious voices of the winds, without even a knife 
or a fatchet to defend himself against the wild 
beasts." 



T Y N G S B O R O U G H .  

BY BEV. BLIAS NbMnt. , 
' I  . 

HIS pleasant rnrnl tom,  lying 
in tile northerly p r t  of t l ~  

I .  v county, and intersected bp the 
Rllm~nack River, is thirty-. 

2 4 , t 1 1  f 1 ,  d 

. :' lias for its boundaries Kew 

a liberal donution for the support of the church 
and of an ncademy. . . 

So far as known, the first white settler in what 
is now the town of Tyngsborough was John Cmm- 
well, a fur-trader, rlio, some time prior to l661, 
purchased of Captain Edward Jolinwn of Woburn 

Hampshire on tlie nortli, Dracnt three hundred acres of land an the.riglit ball k of 
f I on tlie cast, Chel~nsford and the Nerrimack River, built a house, and made 

Westford on the south, a d  / some iinprovements on his farm. He died in 
' 

Ciroton and Dunstable 011 the 1 1661, leavii~g a widow, Seaborne Cromrrell, awl 
west. , 1 t  contains 665 i i ~ l ~ a ~ t a i i b ,  wlio are mostly I an estate valued at k608 28. 8d. His rrervrnta 
engg6d in the cultivatio~l of the mil. The town 1 were Thomas IYilliams and ITalter Sheplierd, who 
is accomaculated by the Lowell'aild Nasl~ur Rail- / in 1702 testified in respot to the estate. The Iand 
m d ,  hid an iron bridge has recentl? been con- I subseque~ltly came into the possession of Heary 
s t ruc td  aver the hierri~nack River, by which the ! Famell, and then into t4iat of the Bancroft family. 
easterly and westerly sections of the t o m  are I t  is wid, thougli witti but little appeamnce of 
brought into direct communhtion. Tlle ~ i e a  of I trutli, that Croinaell was accustomed to UBC his 
the bridge and of the wcll-sliatled village oe the foot in weigl~ing the peltrier, which he bought of 
-bend of tlie river is reinarkabl~ fitie. Two or the Indians, and that they at length became so 
tliree afflueiits of tlic hferrimack River fumisll : much incensed at him for unfair dealing with 
mine motive-power, a~id T~ng's' P o d  in the east- I them, that they made an assault upon his how,- 
em, and Maosapoag Pond in the restem section he nnd liis family l~rving only time to escape into 
of the town serve to dirersjfy the scenery and to 
attract pleasure-parties ill the summer season. 
Granite is quarried to some extent l i a r  the line of 
n'estfonl, a t~d iron ore is found on tlie margin of 
~ ~ q w k n e e  Bmok. ' Scribiiefs Ilill, Pine Hill, and 
~hraham's Hill are the pr i~~i lml  eminences. 

I\'icasuck Idaitd, in tlie Slcrritnack River, con- 
tailling about sixty-five acres, is somenlint noted 
iii history, and up11 it many Iiidian implements, 

' sdch as arrow-heads, g o u p ,  and tomal~a\rlis, have 
. been found. The torn originally formed p r t  of 
-'~uirstiible, 'dnd tlie ~wol,le, for a long pried, at- 

tended public worship in tlnt torn  ; but di.wbgee- 
i l ~ g  as to the locntioii of tlie meeting-bouse, n 
parish, allcd the First in Dmshble, was orp~iizcd 
in 1755. 

A emall meeting-hoiisc rss erected, and public 
rorsliip to some extent maititained. The place was 
itlcorlmmted as a d~strict, June 23, 17S9, and as 

towti, February 23, 1809, rcceivit~g its name 
frwr Jim. Snrali Tytig \\'inslow, wlto llnd made 

the wilderness, - and then reduced i t  to ashes 
Tlie cellar of the house is still visible, aud B sum 
of motley was found buried in an iron pot near by 
it. In his sccoui~t of Tyngsborougli (October, 
1815) the Rev. hlr. Prentice s a p  : " Some time 
after, pewter was found in the well, and m iron, pot 
nncl tnmmel in the sand ; the latter are preserved. 
Tlie present owner of tlie place was plopgl~jng 
near the slmt, and found his plougll moving over 
a flat stoile whidi gave a 110ll0\~ sound. On FC- 
moving tile earth nnd stone, he discovered a hole 
stoned, about six inches ill diameter, from which 
he took a sum of money." Such discoveries u r n  
no cloubt made, but there is 110 eridence, except 
tnditioii, that Cromwell buried the money, or that 
hie lronse was destroyed by the savages. The in- 
ventory of his estate, as given by his ddow, seema 
to disprove the whole story. 

Tlie town of Duiistable, including w h t  is n o r  
Tlvngboroue;li, was i i~cor~ora td  October 1% 1673, 
end amollg the petitionen, for the act was Joarth 
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Tyng, son of the Hon. Edkard Tyng,'born ill Boston, 
Dccembet 15,1642. IIe early came lo Dunstable, 
d erected a house on the right bank of f ie  Merri- 
nmck River, nearly oppos~fe bVicnsuck Island, when 
be continued to reside until about the year 1713. 
He died on the 19th of January, 1724. ' His father, 
Edward Tyng, removed from Boston to Dunstable' 
about tbb yeaf 1677, and died there December 27, 
1681. He was buried in the old Tyng Cemetery, 
and-& inscription on his hd-stone is :- 

a * ~ &  lYetb bodJ xr. EDWARD TING p,sqr. 
n jeans, Di December 97 Day 1681." 

At the time of Jollathan Tyngs arrival in 
Danstable i t  was a frontier settlement. A dreary' 
i]derness, occupied by &ages and beasts of 
pny, extended an the north - far - Calla&; 
tbe Pawtncket Indin~~s, uudet Warnlancet, held 
thd lands upon the river below; the hostile 
Pen&ks above. But few white men had 
thm e n t u &  to fix their habitations in this 
region. Tyng fortified his house, lnid out his 
hrm, m d  t~ stand firmly at his post. 
His bravery was soon put to tlie test. '011 the 
b&&inlf out of Philip's \fir in*1675, ns the en- 
emy - found to be appmching, the English 
settle& left thkir homes and fled; but Jodathan 
!l'pg, atrengtheniug his garrison as best he could, 
itmained as the sole inhabitant of the place. For 

hd may well be called the fint permanent 
d t l e r  of 'Dunstable. The following petition 
clearly gives the situation : - 

" m e  petition of Jbnathan Tyng Humbly Shew- 
&::-hat yr Pettioner living in the upprmost 
bou- dn Nerimac River, lyiug open to J* enemy, 

being mted  that it ia = it rere a watch 
ho- to the neigl~boring towns, from whence we 
a n  easily give them notice of the approach of the 
enemy, and may also be of to the publique in 
mrnr respcts; also an. near u~lto the place of tile 
Indinw fishing, from aliich in the season thereof 
they have g m t  supplies, which I doubt not but we 
m r j  be a great means of preventing them thereof, 
then being tlever an inhnbitant left in the tor11 but 
myself:-TVherefore your Petitioner doth humbly 
request that lour Ho~~ors  would be p h d  to om]er 
him three or four men to help p;lnison his 
b*, "which he has been at g a t  to fiortify, 
and may be of sen-ice to the publique : jour favour 
herin shall further oblige me ns induty boulld to prny 
for a blessing on your Councils and your 
Uonrnbh Ilumble semnt, JONATHAN R x a .  
" D v r m ~ ,  Fcb. Jd. 1675 -6. " . 

The soldiers sent to defeud Mr. Tyng's LoPa 
were detached from the m m p y  of Captain Sam- 
uel Noseley, and for their support Mr. T y q  
piesel~ted, in 1676, this account : " 18 of 
Moseley 's men from Aug. 13 to Sept. lo ,& 16 16r; 
for 9 men from Sept. 11 to Jan. 17, £47 181.; for 
6 men from Jan. 18 to May 25,225 38. and for S 
men from bfiry 26 to July 14 ,288~ .  dso for 20 I h  
of powder at sundry times at 18d. pet Ib a d  250 
bulleto,-'5~. delivered for scouting." Also, "for 
2 h o w  to Pennycook out Y clays, 18. Od." - 

At the close of the wnr about sikty of the Pray- 
ing Iudians were removed to \Viasuck Lslnnd,and 
placed under the are  of hfr. TY%, who had ~~ 
Parris, afterwards slain by the Indians,'hr an as- 
sistal~t. I t  ww probably for this semce that th 
court granted to A h -  Tyng, llecember ,5, 1689, 
" the island in BIerrimacke River called-Weikcsd' 

Mr. Qq was the largest h~dliolder in.Dw 
stable. In mnsidemtion of 5 2 3  due to him by 
the town, thirty-acre rigllts gmnted 
to him, which were equnl to about 1,800 acres. 
"This, with large accessions, has continued the 
Tyng and Brinley families to the y m n t  day, d 
extends from the Memmack River about six miles 
westward, by one mile wide to the b m p g  
Pond, fomiug a large ~ r t  of the town of engs -  
bomugh." ' 

'l''he IValdo farm extended northwad froln 
Ilp"$s farm as faras lIolden'8 Brook; and Cap- 
tan1 Thomas Wheeler's farm extended thence into 
what is ~low-Nashua, Pc'er Hamphire. A of 
Wheeler's land subsequently became, atid still is, 
the Bancroft farm. Josepll Perham, Joseph But- 
terfield, and others tmk up lands, and settled on 
thb mterly side of tile hierrb~~ack River as earif 
as 1711- ' 

The first birth mentioned on -the records of 
Dunstable is that of William, tton of Jonatllan 
and Sarah (Usher) T ~ n g ,  born April 2% 1679. 
Of Jonathan Tynds other cllildm, John ([I- U. 
1691) was born September 11, 1673, a d  Eleazer 
(H. 17121, April 30, 1690 . 

In 1607 the gar rbns  in Dunstable were under 
the "pe~ision of the bnve Jonnthrn T p g ,  nnd 
he was allowed 220 for keeping the frieudly 
sachem, JVannalancet, at Wiaauck bland. Early 
in this ?ear celebmted heroine, Hannali pus- 
' " Jn11 41. l749. J-h Wanchard and his wile Bcbmrh 

d l  to Ehenezer Tynp, EMJ . for f 160 in pmd publick bilb d 
in the P,,,v,nm ad rkle - a,lol- ,..:* ~d ,rnorl~pr an,hn hr, ,. p., 

April 16, 1741. 



tn,'who, with her assiMants, Mary Nefl and the 
boy Iaonardsoiii had taken the acalpe of ten In- 
dians at Contoocook, h'ew Hampshire, was kindly 
entertained at the house of Colonel Tyng, as she was 
on. her nay to h'k desolate home in Haverhill. 

In  the winter of 1703 Captain 'Aril1iam Tyng, 
conunandi~lg a compny of 'f snow-shoe men," 
made a successful expedition to the headquarters 
of " Old Harry," near Lake Winnipise0,~ee. They 
mnxeeded in killing six of the enemy, among whom 
was the traitor, " Old Harry himself," wlio had led 
the assaults gn Dunstable. For tliis act of bravery 
the General Court subsequaitly granted to the 
hrin of those composing this company a tract of 
Iarl, a t  first called " Old Harry's Town," tlien 
Tyngtown, and afterwards Bisncbester. 

I n  the winter following, Captain John Tyng, with 
another company, made an expedition to Pequaw- 
Lett, or Pigvacket, and took five Lidinn scqlps, 
for wliich they received 2200. I n  1710 the gal- 
lant copmander of this compnny was mortally 
wounded by tlie Indians between Concord and 
Groton, and was buried, A u p t  18, at the former 
place.' 

The celebrated Joe E~iglish, grandson of Mas- 
conom, sagamore of &\vicL, was d ~ o t  by the 
Indians, near Holden's Brook, in \vlmt is now 
Qngsborough, on the 27th of July, 1706. He 
was acting as a guard to Captain Butterfield and 
wife, who were travelling on horseback. Killing 
the lione and taking Mrs. Batterfield captive, the 
In~dLns tlien pursued Joe English, flring at him 
and wounding him while attempting to shelter 
himself behind a clump of trees. To exape tlie 
torture of the savages, he insulted them with 
bunting words, when they at once despatched him 
a i th  their tomaliawks. Hn widow 'and his two 
children received a pan t  of money. from tlie gov- 
ernment, because "he died in tlie service of his 
country." 

h i171  1 there were as m y  as swen garrison- 
bouzesrin Dunstable, and two of tiiem, Colonel Jona- 
t l i i~ l  Tpg's and Henry Fanll 's,  were within tlie 
limits of the preseut town of Tjngsborougli ; but 
the Indian depredations were mostly made in other 
seetions of t l ~  settlement. Tbe nnme.of T ~ n g  ~ v a s  

terror to the enemy. Tlrert is a tradition, how- 
ever, that as John Anthony, afterwards of Dncut, 
Black Tom, and Elisha, a friendly 11idia11, were re- 
turning aith hay from Tyng's meadow, in what is 

1 s& ~ . c c o  o/ Old Dad.Wc, by John B. Hill, Eq. .  
p. 110. 

now Hudson, N8w Hampshire, Eli&, being in 
advance of the other two, was shot by the hostile 
savages, wlio aere lying in ambush. His comr 
panions, coming up, found liis dead body lying 
in the stream since known as "Elisha's Brook." 
Three guns aere fired and the drum was beaten .t 
the garrison of Colonel Tjng on tliis occasion, to give 
warning that the enemy was iii the neighborhood. 
I t  is said, also, that Cliurch Hill was so named 
because a Mr. Cliurcli, oil seeing tile Littlehale 
family who resided there, and w l i o ~  two sons bhd 
been carried into captivity by the Indiana, ex:, 
chimed, "Let this place be called Church Hill 
forever ! " 

011 Hle Slst of December, 1722, Ensign ~ & c ~ h  
Farwell, who with his son, Henry Farwell, bad 
settled on a part of the IValdo farm, died, and 
was buried iii the old cemetery at Little's Stotiq. 
His mil, Henq, Farwell, held a captaii~'s~&mmia- 
sion, and was a deacon of the church. , Oliv&, 
another son of Jasph Paraell, was killed by the 
Indians near what is nqw Thoruton's Ferry, on the 
5th of September, 1721. His uncle, Josia6 Esr 
well, born August 17,1698, was the ouly one who 
escaped from that fatal ambuscade. 

On the 8th of May, 1725, occurred the famius 
figlit betweell Captain John Lovesell and the. PC- 
quaskett Indians under Paugus, in what is i~ow the 
t o m  of Frjeburg, Mainc. In this fight Lieutenapt 
Josiah Farwell received a wound, and subsequenily 
perislied in tlie ailder~iem. The news of the en- 
counter was brought 'by Benjamin Hassell, a de- 
serter, to Colonel Eleazer Tyng, who, in ; l& to 
Goveriior Dummer, dated Dunstable, May 11, 
1785, says : - 

6c Capt. Lovenell fell at the first Volue thi  Ia 
dims shott, 6- Groand : this maxi [Hassell] beitig 
clost by him, 6- then he saw several of Capt. Love- 
well's men get behind trees. Upon tliis, sceing 
such a great number of Indians, thought it best to 
return to some men they had left with a sick man 
at a Fort they had made, about thirty miles back, 
by Ossipee Paad, 6- he got to the Fort the next 
mornir~g about i~ine oclock. 

''your Horin Most Humble Servant; 
66 ELEAZEB TINO. 

"Amd if jour Honor thinks fitt, I will march up 
to tlie place." 

Colonel T p g  left Dunstable on the 17th of IUiy 
with a cornpny of men, and proceeded to the scene 
of love~ell 's fight. Herl they identified and buried 



the bod& of Captain John ~ ~ y e w c l l ,  Ensign JOW 

than &bbins,:Ensign John Rnrwood, and Robert 
Usher, of Dunstable ; Sergeant .Jacob Fulbam, of 
Weston ; Jacob F a m r  atad Josiah Davis, of Con- 
cord ; Thomss Woods, Daiiiel lV&, and John 
Jefts, of Groton ; ,Icllabod Jol~nwn, of Woburn ; 
and Jonathan Kjttredge, of Billerica. They also 
found tlie body of the chieftnin Paugus. 

The house of Colqnel Eleazer Tyng seemed to be 
a kind of rendemis for the friendly Indians, as 
tbah of his .father liad been before him, and it is 
not without interest tlint we read this record in the 
jopmla of the General Court : - 

" Nova 6, 1 725, Col. Tyllg ~ r e s e n M  an a m a n t  
for Expenes in Keepiag old Christians Squaw and 
J O U I I ~  Christians Squaw fmm June 9 to NOV. 5, 
410,  10s. he was allowed LS, 5s. -and the next 
rmr, ha was allowed for keeping old Christians . - 
Sqpw from Xov 6 to Jan 28, 1726." 
. , The name of " Christian " was Joseph. He  was 
a Uohawk Indian, and long frcted as a guide to the 
Euglish in their marcl!es t h m ~ g h  the wilderness. 
He died,July 10, 1725, at Dunstnble.1 

By the state line, established ~II 1741, tbe pres- 
ant territory of Qngborough .was thro~rn into 
Mi~achnsetts, and the people for a while acted in 
c h w h  affairs with those of Dunstable, Mrwsachu- 
setts, forming, as they did, a part of this munici- 
pality. The Indians liad long since ceased to 
molwt them, and nothing of consequence occurred 
to interrupt the even tenor of their way. 
In the expditiou under Sir William Pepperell 

to Cape Breton, iu 17-1.5, Benjamin, Jon of Lieu- 
fenpit Josepll Butterfield, was lost. 

Lieutemnt Timoths Bancroft, a farmer of note, 
n e t w  in what is now ~ ~ 1 1 ~ b o r o u ~ 1 1  nbout tile 
year 1730, married for his first wife Elimbeth, 
daugllter of Deacon Hei~ry Fantell, and died 
November 4, 1772. Two of his sons, Ebenezer 
(born April 1, 1738) and Jonathan (born Au- 
gurt.11, 1750), settled in Duustable and became 
prominent iu public affairs. Ebenezer married, 
May 5, 1753, Susanna, daughter of Dencan Jowpll 
Fletckr, of Dunstable, and in 1755 e n t e d  the 
provincial army and served througli five campigns. 
Hia brother Jonathan was n deacon of the cllurch 
and soldier in the &evolutionary anny. Soon after 
the organization of the prisli in 1755 a meeting 
was held, tlie proceediugs of which are thus re- 
eorded : - 

"August 20, 1755. At a loyal Jleeting held in 
Kidder'# Erpdfiom o/ C.IJ.U Johr ~ I I ,  p. 8. 

the M ~ & h  in Dundable, rpted tlmt tile Pbe 
for a Meeting House for the PuMick worship d 
God, in this pmi t c t  be on tlta west of Herrim& 
River, nenr Mr.-James Gordons mills, rhem ? fmi;rn 
is erected for tllnt Yu-. Alk  Vb@ to  accept 
the Fniin that is Now on tlre spot. BIessm. John 
Tyng 6; J o ~ t l l a n  Tyng a m e  to the meeting, a d  
&ve the Precinct, Cilnss for the meeting hod .  
Voted to mise twenty-seven puuds  to finish tba 
meeting liouse, dso voted the precinct Committee 
to see the work done. 

't ELEAZCR RIG, dioderat.or." 

TIM meetinghouse was erected, having' two 
porches and a tall steeple, near the site of tile 
present UllitaGrl Cllumll. Of it t h i  Hen. Job 
pi th  is said to hve v"tten : - 

"A very small meeting-how 
A very tall steeple, 

, A T  pr0udpa-b 
A queer sort of people." 

In  1756 Eleazer Tyng, Simon Thompson, and 
Oliver I'arPrkll were appointed a committee. "to 
sett off .the pew ground to those that lmve givol 
6 Payd most toward building Snid house." Iu 
1757 the parisli m i d  B 14 "to liire preaching"; 
and recent graduates of tInrvard CoIlege were  get^. 

ernlly e~nployecl to occupy tlie pulpit. The elders 
sat upon an elevated seat in front of the pulpit, 
and tithing-inen were employed to keep the 'young 
people in order. 

The selectmen for 1760 were Eleazer Tyng, 
Major John A. Tyng, and Joseph Danforth, all of 
klio~n were of the First Pnrish in Durishble,- 
that is, the present Tyngsboroqli. The memben 
of this prish, in 1765, u-ere : Eleazer Tyug, John 
Tyng, John A. T p g ,  James Tyng, William 11. 
Prentice, Wdlinm Gordon, Robert Fletcher, Snm- 
uel Gould, Joseph Butterfield, Reuben Butterfield, 
John Perlinni, Joeph Perham, James Perlmm, 
Jacob Fletcl~er,Elijal~ Fletcl~er,Znccheus Syauldu% 
Snmuel Gould, Tliomas Jcwell, Benoni Jelrell, 
Johli Iiigles, Jomthnn P e h m ,  Solnuel Fletcher, 
Jobn Littlebale, Abraham Littlehale, Timothy h i -  

croft, Jonathan Butterfield, Jonathan' Fanrell, 
Joseph \Vinn, Elenzer Fnmell, Benjamin Famcll, 
Simon Thompson, ~ ~ h t h n n ~ h o r n ~ o ~ ~ ,  Ezm Thomp 
son, Silas Thompson, AS Thomlmn, Jolin Alls, 
Thomas Eshbrook, Thomas Estabrook, Jr., Timo- 
thy Bnrron, Williim Bnrron, Robert Scott, Jacob 
Reed; John Scott, Willard Hale, John Leuis, 
Reuben Lewis, Archibald Robinson, Joseph Freudi, 
Eq., Lieuteimnt John Varnum, James Littlehale, 



Doaid Fletcher, Jo l~n  Didwn, &mael Howard, 
Oliver Colburn, , Ezra Colburn, Joseph Ayres, 
John  Haddock, John Hamblet; total, 53. The 
Butterfieid, Fletcher, ~ o u l d ,  Colburn, Perham, 
Hnmblet, and Fnrnum families dwelt on the +easterly 
sid= of t h i  Merrimack River, wl~ich they crossed by 
mews of a. ferry-boat owned by the tswn. The 
mill of \Villiam Gordon, on Bridge hIe3dor Brook, 
4 the tavern were the general places of resort. 
&veral slaves were hcld ia easy boadage, alld some 
person a-as annually clroseri to protect the deer whch 
were still occasionally found in thp extensi\w forests. 

It was voted iu 176s "to build a bridge with 
atoue over B k k e  Brook," a little s t m m  rliich 
entek the Nerrimack River near where tlie railroad 
depot now stands. William Henry Preiitice and 
Jonathan Holden were appointed to assist J O ~ U  

Perham, hig:iwray surveyor, in cor~structing it. 
I n  tlie War of tire Revolution the First Paris11 

of Dunstable took a patriotic and active part. The 
Hon. Jobn Tyng was chosen in 1768 to represent 
the tow11 of Dunstable in the conrention held in 
Boston that year for tile preservation of the public 
peace a ~ ~ d  safety. 011 the 23d of January, 1776, 
the toyn of Duostable made cl~oice of John Tyng 
and James Tjng to represent it in t l~e  Provincial 
Cangress, and on the let of February followi~~g 
it appinted those ttr.0 ger~tlemen, together wit11 
Josepll Dal~forth, Natliaiiiel Holdell, lI7~lliam Gor- 
don, the miller, Joel Pilrkhurst, Reuben Butterfield, 
Jacob Butterfield, apd Leo~u\d 'Bufterfield as a 
committee of inspection. 
- Minute-men were soon enrolled, the old m&- 
kets used in the Frenclr war put in order, and pow- 
der and ball providiul. Tbe sentiment of liberty 
was &ply imbedded in the l~earts of the peol,le, 
and all were agreed that British aggression must 
be sternly met. Soon after tlie battle of Lesiog- 
tou tlie t o p  " voted to accept of ye Yordqr James 
Tyug, Esq., bouglit for this torn," and on tlie 
12th of June A h 1  Spulding, Lemuel Perlnm, 
Elijalj Fletcher, aud .IS" Kendoll were choseu to 

.join the committee of cormpondence. 
, At the battle of Bunker Hill a Dunstable corn- 

- pany, with Ebe~iezer Bancroft captain. n'athaniel 
Holden lientcnaat, and Samuel I3ron.n ensigl~, 
p-domed eff'ective service. The namtive given 
by John B, Ilill, Escl., of the gillal~t Captaia Ban- 
croft's part in the action is remarkably interesti~~g. 
It was taken from Captain Bancroft in 1825, and 
then reduced to writing. In it  that galhut officer 
says : -- 

"Col. Prescott came to me and said, 'If you 
can do anytlring r i t h  the cannon, I uish you 
would. I give y6u the charge'of them.' I &+ 
the men to dig down the bank [of the d o u b t ]  in 
order to form nn embrasure, wllicli they were forced 
to do wit11 their hands, for the party that had car 
rid off the intrenching tools bad not left us a sin- 
gle shovel or mattock. Men never workd with 
more zeal. To loosen tlie earth, I londed the can- 
non and fired into the gip, and they dug hgai~i, and 
I fired again a second time. Both these bdlls fell 
in Boston, one uear tire meeting-liouse in Bmtflt 
S(luare, the other on Cor~rl~ill, as I was hftemnrds 
informed by Boston gentlemen. By this time the 
British had landd. They learued thnt we had 
cannon on the right or most westwardly part of 
the fort, which was probably the reason they did 
not attempt to flank us on that quarter till tbe 
close of the action. We were not able to uje these 
cannon in tlie action, because the enemy adva* 
and the firing commenced before we had time to 
dig down the bank far enough to use them against 
the enemy. Still, as the kw  shots that were fired 
gave the enemy notice that we had artillev, and 
prevented tlreir attempting to turn our right flank, 
it 'must be regarded as a very importadt circum- 
stance; for, liad they attempted it, they would 
hare succeeded, and we slrould not liavt had more 
than a shot or two at them. . . . . The British 
troops had begun tlreir march. Tliey were steadily 
and confide~~tly advnncing directly in oar front. 
Our Inen turned their heads every minute to look 
on the one side for their fellow-soldiers r h o  had 
gone off with the tools, and for the reinforcements 
which were expected ; and on the other to see a 
siglit which was to most of them new, - a veteran 
army marching on firmly to tlie attack, dire/& in 
lkeir.fror t, 

<' I t  was an awful moment. The enemy had ad- 
vanced, perlral~, l~nlf tlie way -from tlieir  tati ion 
totrard us, alid our Inell, seeii~g no reinforcements, 
beg11 by a sirnultaueous movement to draw off 
from tlie east side of the redoubt. This, in my 
op~uion, was the very crisis of the day, the mo. 
ment o r  al~icli everjtbing depended. Col. Pns- 
cott hastenrd to thern, and I followed him. We 
represented wit11 earnestness that they must not go 
f f ;  that if they did, all would go ; that it would 
d~sgnce us to l ave  at the bare riglrf of the enemy 
tlie work we had bcen all night illrowing up; that 
we lrad no expectation of being able to hold our 
ground, but we muted to give them a cwra 
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rdccpt&lc ard ntmt. I t  b but jwtice to 
t h e  men to say that they cheerfully took their 
placer again, and maintained them as bravely as 
m y  that fought that day. As the enemy were ad- 
vancihg within gunshot, &1. Prescott aud the offi- 
cen gave ordera to the men to take particular 
notice of ,the $ae coatu, aud to nim a8 low as ,!he 
cnrrirfhndu, and not to fire till ordered. A firing 
of eiglit or ten guns comme~iced before orders, a t  
the I$t of tlie redoubt, but was immedintelp 
rtopped. We wished tlie f iq to be held till the 
enemy wev within six:rods. Qur first fire was 
shockingly fatal. There was scnrcely n-sbot but 
told. Theenemy were thrown iuto confusion, and 
retreated' a short distance. Tlleir lines were bro- 
lpn, and it was some millutes before they bad con- 
veyed their dead and wounded illto their rear. A 
scattering fire was still kept up by our men. They 
Mimed ag,lin and advand,  and were a second 
&mi: driven' back in the snme confusion. They 
formed a tliird tim'e, and flankedhs. A body of 
nit~forcements, which had come up in the rear of 
the redoubt, gave tliem a fire. At tliis momeut, 
M I u~~derstooil, Gen. Wamn fell. Our ammuni- 
tion was now nearly expended, which tlie enemy 

Idmed by those who liad fired awaj all 
their powder tliroming stones, which were abuu- 
dant in the trench. We were' soon surrounded on 
all sides. 'The day was over, and we had uotl~ing 
more but to retreat as well as we could. 

"As I was loading my gun the last time, and 
just withdrawing 'the ramrod, an officer sprang 
over the bkastworks in front of me, and presented 
his piece. I threw away the rammer wliic' was in 
my hand, and instantly plnced the muzzle of my 
grin against  hi^ right shoulder, a little below the 
collarbone, and fired, and he fell in the trench. 
This was my 27th fire that day. The round it 
gnve was in the same place as that by which Pit- 
cairn died, and, as near as I can recollect, the per- 
sqn I shot answered the description of tlint officer, 
who was found mortally wounded ill our trench. 

I had then a severe struggle to escape out of 
the fort, the gateway of, wliicli was completely 
filed with Britisli soldiers. I held my gun 
broadwise before my face, nnd rushed upon them, 
and at first bore some of them down ; but I soon 
lost my gun, a remarkably lo~ig one, rliich I had 
taken from the Fre~icli at Cl~ambl&e, it1 the old 
Fwncli war. I leaped upon the I~eads of the 
throng in the gateway, and fortunately struck my 
b-t upon the head of a soldier, r h o  settled down 

under me, so that I &as 4 t h  a y  -f&t't~ b 
ground. Directly u I came to the ground, r 
blow was aimed at me with the butt of n p, 
which missed my 1-1, but gave me a m n  con. 
tusion on the right sl~oulder. Numben wem tq. 
ing to seiee me by tlie arms, but I broke fro@ 
them, and witli my elbows aud knees cleared the 
way, so that at length I got through the crowd. 
Tlie h s t  man I p d  s t d  alone, and the 
tliouglit struck me that he miglit kill me after1 

passed him. As I n n  by him I struck him 
a blow across tlie throat wit11 the side of my hand 
I s31v his mouth opti,  arid I Iwva not s e w  him 
since. A shower of shot mu falling all aronnd 
me as I s n  down the hill. One struck off my bat, 
several marked my clothes ; one struck me in the 
left hand, and carried off the forefinger. Our men 
were all in advance of me, arid I was almost, if not 
entirely alone from tlie time I left the fort till I 
cnme to CIiarIestoan Neck, on which there was nd 
n man to be seen. I tlrcught it might be some pro- 
tection from tlie fiae of the flontiag batteries, to p 
behiiid the buildi~igs. . . . . By tliis time I grew veq 
faint nit11 fatigue and loss of blood. 'Illere was 
a llorse tied by the Pitle of the Common, a d  I 
made towards him. Col. James Kamum saw a, 
and came to me. He took me by the arm, and led 
me to the horse. While 11e was with me the ball 
of the last cnnnon I h a d  that day pmed withiu r 
foot or two of rue, and struck the ground a sllort 
distance before me. We foulid the owner of the 
lione by him, and he clleerfully offered him to me 
to ride torCambritlg. Our loss was principally on 
the retreat; very few were killea in the fort." 

Captain Bancroft mntiuued in the service during 
the wnr. He was at the battle of Beniiington, and 
was major in tlie regiment of Colonel Brooks in the. 
campaign at Ilrliite Plnins. fIe was cammissioued 
lieuteeantcolonel, July 1, 1781, and served that 
year in Rhode Island. IIe a h  held many civil 
offices, and in 1776 reported strong resolutions, 
wliicli the town adopted, in favor of the Declan- 
tion of Lidependence. 

Among others of the Fint  Parish who served in 
the &volution~ry War may be mentioned Sergeant 
Jorurtlian kancroft, Captnin Reuben Butterfield, 
Captain Natlianiel Holden,wliose house is still stand- 
ing on tlle left batik of IIoldeiiJs Brook, Captain Jon- 
athan Fletcher, Elenzer Fnrwell, Nntl~aniel Iop1LP, 
Lieutenant John Farwell, Levi Buttelfield, &lothiel 
Frost, W-~lliam Perham, Bobbin Skinner, John 1Ier- 
rill, Daniel Jaques, Beujamin Swan, Asn h m u ,  



Noah Y. Gould, and Sergeant Beuben Butterfield, 
Jr., who was killed in tla battle of White Plains, 
Octokz 7,1777. Jumping upon a fence, he cried, 
" I ' l l  give tihem oue -firing more 1 " ~r.hen a shot 
from the enemy struck him, and he fell dead in the 
presence of his comrade, Nathaniel Ingulls. Daniel 
Jaqnes died September 2, 1835, and on his head- 
stone, in the cemetery near the 'l'hompso~l place, in 
Tyngsborough, is written, "To die is to go home"; 
nud also, " A soldier of tlie Revolution." h ~ l j a -  
min Swan was stationed at Saratogn, New York. 

Tlle Precinct Committee in 1776 were Ebeuezer 
Bancroft, Captain Reuben Butterfield, and Lieu- 
tenant Natlrnniel Holden ; the treasurer was Lieu- 
tenxnt Nathaniel Holden, the collector, Reuben 
Leaie, and the clerk, Ebenezer Bnucroft. 

The.parish voted, Juue 17, 1777, " to pay the 
, soldiers for 8 months sewice in the war at Cam- 

bridge, £8. to eaclr man that performed it beloug- 
ing to the pnrisl~." I t  also voted " For 2 months 
at Cambridge or Dorchester 6 2 ; for 12 ~ n o ~ ~ t l l s  
a t  York E18; for 5 montlle at Ticonderog 
P 12; for 2 months at R h d e  Island, $i 5 "; aud 
July 3, 1780, "Voted to allow Il'oah If. Gould 
aud Nathaniel Ingles 300 dollnrs in lieu of eo 
mnch con1 at 15 dollars pr bushel." This last 
vote shows not ollly the depreciation of money at 
that period, but also that reckoning by the federal 
currency had already come into use. 

Some time during this war three British prison- 
ers, while crossing the river in a boat near Wi- 
casuck Island, were upwt and drowned. Their 
bodies were buried ou land now occupied by Mr. 
Solomon Spanlding. 

Tile parish lost a valunble citizen in 17S2 by the 
cleath of Eleazer Tjng, Esq., who had sewed it, as 
well as the state, i~ various civil offices. Ile mu 
buried in the T p g  cemetery,about s mile south of 
the village. h l~orizontal tablet has been placed over 
his remains, bearing the folloaing inscription :- 

"Gl~dernmtl~ are Eutomhed thc Remains of Elrazer 
T\pg, Esq. win, died May 21, l iS2, aged 92 : Mrs. Snnli 
Tyug, u l ~ o  died )lap 23, l i53,  aged 59: John Alford 
T?ng. Esq. who died Sept. 4, 17i5, aged 44 ; John \Vius- 
low, Esq. r l ~ o  died Kov. 3, 1758, aged 88; &In Sam11 
IViuslon [tl~e lust survivinq cllild of llle said Eleazer T p g  
& the truly jibera1 Benebctre* of the churrl~ of Cllri+t 
& Gmmmar School in this ~~loce,  iu Ikonor of \vhose llnme & 
fnruilp it is d l e d  Tyugsborougl~], wLo died Oct. PO, 1791, 
.ged 73." 

The h o r n  of Eleazer Tyng, built in 1700, 
stallding near the cemetery is no'w occupied by 
3s .Jacob Dde,.aud b s u p ~ d  to be the oldest 

house in tom. The socalled "haunted hoase" 
stood near it. 

It was deemed advisable in 1787 to consolidate 
the two prislles of Durutoble into one,'and erect 
a meeting-l~ouw. on land of Mr. Ezra Thompson, 
about a mile west of the Nemmack River, md 
several meetiujp H-ere held to carry tliis proposition 
into etl'ect ; but ou tlie 7th of January, 1789;Mn; 
Sarah (ring) \Tinslow proposed, on certain con- 
ditions, to mnke a donation to the tom, and this 
prevented the union of the parishes. 

Her communication to the town is thi8:- 

"To promote leanling and piety in this tor11 of 
Dunstable, and to unite the town in peace, I mi 
give the income or interest of £ 1,333 68. 8d. law- 
ful money to !* said torn, one half for the rupport 
of a minister, anrl the other half for the snpport of 
a Grammar School forever on J* following condi- 
tions, viz.: Provided the town mill. settle a minister 
within one year, who rllall be approved by tlw 
Congregational ministers in the five n e i g h b u g  
towns. That 1' town repair yo &st meeting> 
house, and that a meeting-louse be forever upheld 
on tlie spot 011 I\ 11icli the said meeting-house now 
stands. Also,tlmt a conveuient house for a gram 
mar-school be built within one year, as near the 
said meeting-house as the grounds will admit 
llouse for said purpose, and on ye said ground, to 
be upheld forever, and such a learned and vertuour 
scl~ool~naster & puidcd ,  as the President of 
University in Cambridge shall recomknd. -b 
vided likewise that I am not L l d  to pay par& 
taxes, nor any more expens4 for the support of i 
scl~ool in %?id town. If the town accept of p 
foregoing proposals aud conditions, I agree.t.0 give 
them security for the prforma~lce thereof on my 
P"'- SAUH W~nsmw. . 

" DUXSTABU, Jad 7,1789." 

To the conditions of tliis proposed bemefaction 
the people in the westerly part of the tom, living 
as far as they did from the village of Tyn@bor- 
ougk, very natunllj objected; and tl~erefore on 
the 2St.11 of April folloaing slie made t l~e  proposl 
to give tlie sum above mentioned to the people 
that liltely formed the First Pnn'sli, and to buch 
otbers as will cl~eerfullg accept of it." 

111 order to sccun the donation the people 0%- 

anlly forming the First Parish wen, on the PZd 
of June, 1789, incorpntetl into a district under 
t l~e name of l:\-npborougll, and then accepted and 
nypyrirted the liberal gift of Mrs., wilulot. . .,.. . . 
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'Ihe &pubtion of the district in 1790 was 382, 
of whom seventeen were colored pemna On the 
6th of kncmry of this year a churcll was formed, 
and the Rev. Natlnniel hrrei ice (H. C. 1787) 
waa oordained a s  pastor. EIe 'conti~~uad in tlie 
pesbrate uiitil his dentli, the record of whicli is 
dua madc 011 his l~eadstone in tlie cemetery near 
the Thompson plilcc : - - 

"In kmory of Rev. Nathaniel Lamnw who died on 
Lord's day. Feb. 5, 19f5 let. 744- JIr Lnn~nce a 

wobom* fi3s. He grsduated at Col- 
lcge in 1797. and on Joe  6. liOO, was ordained pastor of 
the Cougngntio~laI Soc~etg in Tyugsborougl~ rIiicI~ reh- 
tion coatirued 49 years. On the morning of Feb. 5 Ire 
attended chum11 as usual in appareut pod  I~ealtl~, hut on 
retunu'ng to It i s  dmeliing very suddel11~ expired. His 
death am that of tlre rigl~teous and his lnst eud like ki." 

His wife, IIannah, died September 20, 1835,.in 
. b r  seventy-secoad year, a d  is buried near him. 

The churcli of Mr. Lawrence became Uriitarjan in 
sentiment, aud so continues. 
, . In 1802 it was !' voted that the small scholars 
shall not be admitted into the Grammar School 
bntil they obtain such a pitch of leaniii~g as the 
selectmen~sball tl~il* propr." 

The populntion in 11100 11nd arisen to 696, and 
.in the y d r  following John Pitts, Esq., wl~o lrad 
married Mary, dauyliter of Judge John Ty~ig, was 
doeen to represer~t Dunstable in the Gaiernl 
Court. His daugliter Eliz~beth married Robert 
Brinley, of Ty~~gsborougli, September 10, 1803. 

The district of Tynpborough ira9 taken from 
Dunstable, and i~~corporated as a town Febru- 
rry 33, 1809, and by.tbe ansus of the year fol- 
b w i ~ ~ g  itcontailled 704 inllabitnnts. 
. - In  the great gale, September, 1815, the tall 
steeple of the i~ieeti~lg-house was bloau down and 
other bmagc clone. Tl~e  present Unitarian Cl~urcli 
was subsequeiltly erectedon or uear the site of the 
original meeting-Iiouse. 

Captain Natlin~iiel Holden, who hnd served in 
the Revolution ancl in many town offices, died, 
greatly lamented, January 21, 181 7, aged seventy- 
air years. He was called the Peacemaker, and 
Holdeu's Brook perpetuates 11is memory. In 1820 
the population of the town Ilad arisen to 808, and 
peace and prosperity prevailed. 

Colouel Ebenezer Bancroft, after a life long arid 
,well spent, died liere Septenlber 22, 1827, ill the 
aiuetietl\ year of liis age. EIe was buried under 
arms, and on the nlarcli to the grave near whit is 
now Little's Station tlie h n d  played the tune of 
' Dlr Eyed Mary," thL being the o111y one rliicb I 
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all the musicialw malcJ per(orm. Ebenezer in. 
croft, grnndson of Colonel ~bcnezer Bancroft, and 
born December 21, 1807, now mupies '#the old 
llancroft I~omestmd." 

1% tlie opening of the Lowell and Nashua Bail- 
road, October 8, 1835, the town was largely k- 
fitd, a ready means of co~nmuiiicntion with Bas- 
to11 being tl~us alTorded, m d  the exlnllse of trans- 
port i~~g produce to market mucl~ diminislled. The 
aumn-br of i~illabita~~ts in 1840 tras 870, end far 
the jenr ending April 1,'1355, 14,83 1 bushels of 
fruit were m i 4  and 1,550 tons of 11ay were cut. 
A l a c ~ e  (lualltit? of lumber, especially from the 
Tyng Woods, was prepred for market, and some 
bruslies were manufactured. The schools were in 
a good colldition. 

011 tlie 27th of November, 1843, James Butter- 
field, so11 of James, and boni Septen~ber 30,1788, 
vns instarltly killed by the cnn rllile walking on 
the riilrond tmck. Two trairw were passing at 
the time. T l~c  accident occurred about half a mile 
below tile Ty~~gshorougl~ station. 

I11 1360 t l~e  population had declined to 626; in 
the war wliicll followed tile town patriotically f n t  
nial~ed its full quotn of men wl~o did effective ser- 
vice in tlie Uniori army. 111 1365 the number of 
farms was ni~iety-eight, and a box mailufactory had 
bee11 established, employing six persons. Robert 
Brii~ley, illto whose halids t l ~  esteadve Tyng atate 
liad come tlirouel~ his marriage with a gmnddaugh- 
ter of Judge Jol111 Tyng, died liere hlatch 25,1867, 
nged rliaety-two pears. Tlie property came illto 
tlie possession of l~is son, Nnthanid 13ri11ley, wlio 
now occupies the old liomestead. f l ~ e  Tyng family 
is IIOW extinct, and prllaps it had been better for 
the town tl~nt the la- territory lelouging to the 
Tyng estate sl~ould have been in the outset divided 
into sections of moderate size and held by the 
farmen iu fee-simple. I t  certniuly would llnve 
been brouglit thereby into n better state of cultiva- 
tion. 

An evangelical churcll was organized liere April 1, 
1863, arid n meetirg-house erected about tlre same 
time. The prese~~t pastor is the Rev. Arthur H. 
Tebbets. 

111 1870 the population was 629, and the num- 
ber of public scl~ools seven. They rere ail in- 
structed. 

A strong iron bridge built ncrbss the river, 
unitil~g the east and west sections of the tom, 
in 1874. The cost, about $93,000, was met in 
part by t11e towns in the vicinity. While in the 
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process of construction a freshet ~ o f u m d  in the 
river by rliicll the trestle-work and a p r t  of one 
qpm of the bridge.were cnrried amy. Fifteen or 
twenty men were precipitated into the river, yet 
all wen saved. This bridge is not only of great 
bnvdience, but also nd& much to .the scenic 
M u t y  of tlie village. . :  

Tie Ceuhuwial &or(?, pp. 24, couhining many 
pificulars in respect to the townj was published 
by the Young People's h g u e  nl 1876. Tlie 
tbwn officers for this year were Luther Butter- 
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field, Cyms Butterfield, and Oliver Felker, dec& 
men ; Hormrd Coburn, tom-clerk; and J o h  G. 
Uptoll, town-tmurer. 

Tyngsborough is the birthplace of &.John 8. 
Sleeper, Esq., editor of the Bo8ton JoitrnaZ. from 
1834 to 1854: He was born liere September 21, 
1794. He \ns -maIor of Rosbury from 18s to 
1858; nud nuthor of Tales of tAe Ocean, 1843 ; 
Salt Water BnLlh, 1864; Jack in tRe F o r e  
cadk, 1860;- and Mark Roloh~ui, 1867. He 
was a graceful and effective wrifer. . 

HIS t o m  is old, though its 
imme is new. Its history, as 
the abode of white men, runs 
back to 1639, when, under a I rlrcial @at of land from the 

" General Court to tlie town of 
Lynn of "four miles quare,'' 
it was settled by families com- 
in3 mostly from Lj.1111, nnd 
took the name of IAyl~i Vil- 
lnge. This gnn t  included the 

territory substantially within the limits of tlie pres- 
ent torms ,of Wakefield and Reading. The first 
settlement mu made in what is 110w Wakefield, 
and in 1644, seveu houses having been erected, 
kven families located, and a humb1e cllurch edifice 
built, the village mas made a town corporate, 
with the nnme of Rending. In 1651 a second 
&ant  of territory was made to the to\vnship of 
two miles square, including substantinllp wlist is 
now Sort11 hading. II~ 1713 the inllabitnnts of , 

Reading. In  1812 the old town wm divided, and 
the First or South Parish, then commonly known 
as the Old Parish, including the present temtoy oi 
TVakefield, mas incorponted as a new town on& 
the name of South Reading. 

The causes that induced the First Parish, the 
oldest and lnrpst settlement, thus to separate fmm 
her ybungr sisters, to forego i ~ t  part the prestige 
and chnrm of its tihe-honored name, and to %ui- 
render its ancient and valued archives and recorda, 

, and other manuscript property, were principally 
I political ores. The town of Rending, in 18111, 

consisted of three tvdll-defined prishes, namely, * 

the Old Parish, now Wakefield; tlie Xorth Par 
ich, cnlled tlie Precinct, now Xorth Reading; and 
the West l'rrrish, or Woodend, now Reading. The 
Old l'nrish was then almost unn~iimously of the 
Democratic-Repub1ic;rn pnrty, supporters of h i -  
dent Madison nnd his aclministrntion, then in 
power, nud in favor of figllting old England for 
her insults to our seamen and our fing; while the 

tile last-nnmed territory, " having become of suffi- I other two prishes, with a similar unanimity, were 
+nt and competent numbers to a l l ,  settle, and ' of the Federnl p n y ,  unfavo~lble to IIndim's ad- 
maintain a Godly, learned, orthodox nliuister," [ ministrntion, and violently ol~pored 10 a ra r i th  
were incorporated ns R distinct prisll by tlie llame I England The South Parish m s  the largest of the 
of t le  Nod11 Piecinct of Rsdi ig ,  the. remaining I tliree io popllntiu~l and voters, but not e q d  ta 
portion of t l~e  town being known as the First Par- 
ish 111 1709 the northwesterly part of the Ers t  
Pnrish, the prt tlien called TVoodend, was incor- 

the two others. Politicnl feeling rose to a high 
pitch, and parties were very bitter towards ench 
otlier. As a consequence, the citizens of the South 

ponpd by Ule name of the \Vest Parish of Read- I Parish were excluded from town offim, and rare 
ing, fomi~tg the auclmis of the present town of : without influence m municipal affairs. Such a 
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stab of things had not the elements of permanence, f Tl!e Boston and Maine Foundry, built in 1854, 
and; taking ndvaiitagt? of nn opportunity \\.lien tlie 
Republicn~w were in po\yer in the Genenl Court, 
the Old Pnrivli obtninecl s clurrtcr for a distinct 
C o n ,  and South b d i i i g  was born. The uew 
torn began witli 125 dwellinglmu.ses, a populn- 
tion of 800, niid r valuation of '$100,000. With 
m ardent spirit of patriotism it contributed liber- 
dly in men and property to sustain tlie ensuing 
war with G m t  Britain, nnd greatly rejoiced at its 
Driumphnt conclusion. 
The town entered nt once upon a career of pros- 

perous developineut, though not npd gmwtli, us- 
ti1 in 1844 it l i d  nearly doubled tlie ~iurnber of 
ib inhnbitanta and tlie vnlue of its property. Dr. 
John Hart, a skilful physician nnd \venltliy citizen, 
waa a lending lpan of the town during all the lost- 
named period. 

A t  this time o c c u d  a notable episode. On 
Ua 20th of bhy, 1844, the people of tlie three 
villages included within the limits of riicient b a d -  
ing, forgetting all rivalries and a~iiinosities, united 
in a glad and grand eelebmtiou of the bi-centennial 
anniversary of the incorprntion of the old town. 
The exercises were held in tlie village of tlie West 
Ptuisli, aud included n brillinnt military and civic 
display, ,with an excellent and powerful address by 
Rev. Dr. James Flint, a gifted son of the North 
Pirish; an approprinte poem by Hoii. Lillcy Eatoii, 
of the &uth Pnrisli, replete with sparkling humor, 
felicitoull allusion, and historical reminiscence; and 
concluding witli a bountiful banquet in a spacious 
pavilion erected for t la  purpose. I t  was a dny 
long to be remembered for its cloudless beauty, 
the glowing and universal entliusiasm of tlie p o -  
ple, and the complete success of the celebratio~i. 
Iu this snme year took plnce an important event 

in its resulta on tlie future mnterial pmsperity of 
the town, -- tlte cliartaring nnd constructio~i of the 
Bostonand Maine Railroad extensio~i from IVilming- 
ton to Boston, and tlirougli tlie ylensant domn~ii 
of South Reading. The railroad brought a large 
addition of business, wvenltli, and good citizens to 
the town, which at this point took s new departure 
in growth, enterprise, and bnsincss development. 
The boot aiid shoe industry, for whicli the town 
hrul long bees noted, received n new impetus niid 
erpansiob tlre old and reputnble establivliinent of 
Tliolnns Emerson nnd Soils taking tlie lend in thc 
business, n position it still easily maintains. Its 
senior member, Hon. Tliomas Emerson, closed his 
long and honornble life in 1873. 

I soon achieved a liigli reputation for die excellen= ' 
I of its stoves and nnges, and hns given to tlie tom 

a large body of substantill and intellipit citizens. 
Tlie Rnttnn Works, eshblislied ill IS96 by the late 
Cjrus Wakefield, in a fewv yenrs became', end still 
continue, tlie leading industrq. of the town. 

In 1861 the cloud of rebellion burst in mr and 
blood upon a liappy hnd, apd Soutli -Rending a;u 
not cold or backwanl in proving her patriotism in 
the trying crisis, but p m d  to tlie front of tlie l o ~ l  
Nortli, ns lier regiments nnd battali0113 nnieci to the 
defence of country and our insulted flag. 

Tlie Richndson Liglit Gunrd, tlie tom,; om 
gnllnut corps, ui~der Captain Jol~ii W. Locke, with 
full mnks and liig11 eiitliusicrs~n, amid '*tumult of 
acclaim," left town for the sent of war, April 19, 
1861, and were enlisted into tlie United States ar-  
vice for three montlis as Compn~iy B, 5th-Regimeut 
llasaacliusetts Volunteer Militia, and performed 
valuable service in guarding and protecting tlle 
national capital. This corps fou~lit  b r a e  in the 
first battle of Bull Run, in which sb~ne df their 
number were wounded and tliree taken prisoaen. 

AB tlie larger scope of tlie terrible con&ct 
became rapidly foresludo~ved, another compaq, 
recruited in Soutli Rending, ui~der Captain Job  
Wiley, 2d, wns enlisted for tliree years as Compny 
E, 16th Regiment ILassnchusetts Volunteers, nnd 
left for tlie s p t  of wvar, August 17, 1861. Tliis 
company served in tlie army of the Potomac, aud 
sustni~~ed a Iiigh character for courage riid lieroic 
endurance, al~d is entitled to lasting gktitude and 
honor. As, (luring the progress of tlie struggle, 
call after call issued from tlie Presideilt for more 
men, tlie town nobly n~id promptly responded, and 
well sustaii~ed her part in  the time o: the nation's 
exigency, and it ~mi~its  \\.it11 glowing pride to the 
record of five liundred nnd five men seut into the 
military nnd iiavnl service of the Republic, of whom 
more tl~nii sixty have given up their lives ill the 
sacred cause. Tlie Horace 31. Warren Post 
Xo. 12, G n ~ i d  Army of tlie Republic, and the 
1Lemorial Hall, i11 tlie beautiful town-house, com- 
~nemonte. tlie lieroic sacrifices of the living and 
the dead. 

The sears succeeding tlie close of the War of the 
Rebellion was o period of unexnmpled prosperity, 
and the p w t l i  of the town was very rapid. All 
its industries grew and flouridled, people flocked 
to tlie town, real estate greatly adrancecl in price, 
gracefill dwellings and business structuru rose on 



every hand. The population, in 1865, was 3,245 ; 
in 1875, 5,349. The valuation in 1865 waa 
8 1,778,786 ; in 1875, $4,706,056. 

In 1868 occurred a uotable cluuge. The in- 
llnbitarits had loag felt tlie desire for n name mod 
si~nple and euphonious, an identity more clear and 
distinctive. At this time the late Cyrus Wakefield, 
n liberal citizen of the tom, descended from one 
of its older families, came fonvard and uncondi- 
tiomlly offered tlie torn the'princely gift of a new 
and costly town-hall. The qualified voters, in 
town-meeting assembled, in accepting this generous 
and opprtuuc donation, resolved that the time 
had come to chauge the name of the town, and 
voted, with unanimity and ncclamatiou, in'= doing 
to honor the name of their friend aud benefactor. 
The authority of the Ge~ieral Court mas invokedJ 
and by its aid tlie toall excl~iu~ged its long-endeared 
uame of Soutli Reading, on the 1st of July, 1868,' 
for the Iiew aid significant name of T\'akefield. 
Tlie i~muguml exercises approp-te to tlre assump 
tion of its new name were held on 'the 4th of 
July, 1868. Tlie day was an occasion of double 
celebration. Bells ntig in tlie day ; ChnnOn awoke 
patriotic eclioes ; fluttering flags, wreatlid mottoes, 
and decorated arclies appealed to the eye and mem- 
ory ; baud concurts tenlpred and refined entliu,' sasm 
with the r l i~ t l~m and rnelody of music; a long 
procession b v e  nearly every one active particilur- 
tion in tlie celebntioa; an historical address el& 
quently blended tlie stirring memories of the past 
and present ; a a p r k l i ~ ~ g  poem added the blossoms 
aud fragnnce of wit and fancy to the occasion : - 

'* Witb jojful voices join, to gnet 
This birthday of Ute f m  ; 

Each glad retuni, nmn dear and sweet, - 
Tkc Nation's J u b i i .  

"On all the winds her banner plays, 
Star-gemn~cd, rith folds of light; 

A nation's h o p  are in i b  rays, - 
Tkc red, the blue, Ue white 

. . . . .  
"Thrice blest this dry, wbose breath of balm 

Refreshing blows, and f m  : 
No shlvc-step 'seat11 tlre Soutliern palm, . 

KO shre-ship on the m; - 
"TYhose pcrccful brertli, o'er fragrant p r m ,  

\Vllcrc httlling columns met, 
Only the onnge hlossom moves, 

And lifts the violet. . . . . .  
"  ere, on the bright, rejoicing day 

Suck hopeful omens cmm, . 

. We come, a plcamt~t word to say 
For our dear nrtim town 

"No soft Italian kcmes we bout, 
Our summer skies lean clear; 

But prized the grandeur of our awrt, 
Our rocky h i e s  dear. 

" KO notes of foreign prate r e  swell, 
Kot, ' h'aplea view, and mat ! ' 

Our indation is, ' Come, dwell 
H IVakeGeld, and be bleat I ' " 

The grand celebration dinner, in the mammoth 
tent upon the Common, made brilliant by tlie flash 
of wit and sentime~it, was n notable feature of the 
occasion. The excessive heat which prevailed. rras 
tlie only drawback to the full enjoymei~t of the fes- 
tivities of the day. . h e s  upon the lake afforded - 
much pleasure, and the day was closed amid the 
roar of artillery and the explosion of fireworks. - 

This town has a11tays bee11 couspicuous for ita 
patriotism and military spirit, is its record in the 
French and Indian wars, in tlie struggles r i t h  
motlier England, and in the recer~t civil war amply 
attest. Its first military corps, the' Readilia Infantry 
Company, was orgnriized ia 1644, urider Captain 
Ricllnrd Wnlker, nr~d wns clierislied slid sustained 
uutil 1840. Tl~e Wnshington Rifle Greens ah or;. 
gnized i 1812, became the renowned cobpany of 
tlic vicinity, md  was disbmded.about 1850. The 
Richardson Light Guard, so named in honor of the 
late Dr. Solon 0. Ricllardson, a generous friend of 
the compu>, and a public-spirited a~id  liberal citi- 
zen: wtis orgaiiized in 1851. Tl~is . cotnljaay aar 
thrice called into the service of the United Stab 
during the recent Rebellion, and acquitted itself 
with honor. I t  is still flourishing as Co. A, 6th 
Regiment llas,zacliusetts Volunteer bIilitia. 

The torn  has always had regard for spiritual 
privileges and the worship of God. I t  now cou- 
bins five handsome churcli edifices, with actiw 
and flourisliing memberships and societies. 

The Conpp t io~ ia l  Cliurch was organized in 
1614, and was the twenty-fourth founded kl the 
BInssncliusetta colony, ancl for many years tlie only 
church ritlii~i s circuit of six miles. As the wil- 
derness and solitary places become slonly settled 
by tlie sturdy pioneers of the Anglo-Sax011 race# 
tliis central cl~urch becmme the mother of vigorom 
dnuglitcrs. In  1720 she sent forth colonies at  
Lynnfield and North Reading, in 1720 slle helped 
form the cliurcli at Stoneham, in ,1753 the cl~nrch 
in Wilmington, and in 1770 she parted with some 
of her best blood in the establisliment of what ir 
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now the Old South Church i 1 1 ' w n g .  fib old I Ih &om have been as follon : &v. John C. 
churcli of Wakefield has. alknys been a strang 'p~ewell, Rev.. H. W.'lforse, Rev. He~vy  Jeaell, 

ential. 
, I tower for the right, md'js still Lgs and *flu- Rev. Henry Lj$~,-&v. Stillmati Barden, Rev. 

John H. Willis, ,&v. Alexneder Hichborn, Rev. 
Following is a list'of her ministers : Rev. Hen y John H. Mbore,;Rev. Bellton Smitl~, Rev. E~luin 

Green, Rev. Samuel .Haugh, Rev. Jollp Brock, A. Eaton, Rev.-Tl'illia~n TV. May\vard, Rev. X7il- 
Rev. Jonathan Pierpont, Rev. Richard Brown, Rev. - liam F. Potter, Rev. Quincy Wl~itncy. 
William Hobby, Rev. Caleb Prentice, Rev. Reubeti The Etomnn Cntliolic Cburcli (St. Joscl)hJs) mu 
Emerson, Rev. Alfred Emerson, Rev. Joseph D. organized i ~ i  1856, and is the largest i tlie town. 
Hull, Rev. Joseph B. Johnson, Rev. Charles R. Its first house of worship 1)roviog too small to 
Bliss, Rev. David N. Beach. accommodntc the lnrge and incrensing co~igreg- 

The Baptist Society was formed ill 1797, and in tion, a new cl~urclr of ample dime~lsions was erected 
1804 the churclr was organized, with sixty-five in 1871. Its clergymen linve n6t until rece~~t 
members. I t  has been a great and growing power years resided witl~ia the town. Tlie yrcsent offi- 
for good in this community, nti4 a .hrge congre- ciating priest is Rev. Jlicl~ael F. Flntley. 
g t ion  now worsliip in their new and beautiful The hletliodist Epixopnl Church ans gathered 
aanctun ry. in 1865, nncl by its zealous commlu~ion is doing n 

The succession of p s t o n  has been as follows: good work in the to\vn. Its p rew~t  tnsteful and 
Rev. Elenezer Nelson, ftev. Gustavua F. Davis, co~~veiiient cl~urcli edifice was erected in 1875. 
Rev. Joseph A. Warne, Rev. James Huckins, lhv. Its pastors have bee11 as follo\vs : Ikv. ' l 'hom~ 
banc Sawyer, Rev. Cliarles Miller, Rev. Lnrlrin B. C. Potter, b v .  ri~idrcw Gny, b v .  Dnniel htkilu, 
Cole, Rev. Cliarles Evans, Rev. Paul S. Adnms, Ilev. Blcl~ille B. Cliapman, h v .  Conven L. Mc- 
Rev. Dnniel W. Phillips, Rev. George Bulhi, Rev. Curdy, b v .  Jolin ~ c t e r s o ~ ~ ,  Rev. Emory A. How- 
James TV. Willmartli, Rev. Richard 11. Nott, b v .  ad, Rev. Gilbert C. Ospd. 
Charles Keyser, D. D., Rev. Rudolph R. Riddell. The ~ccohd ildveut Society was formed in 1844, 
The Univemlist Society was organized in 1813, aud built a modest tabernacle on Lafnyette Street. 
d has become a strong and influential church. I t  l m  at  present no house of wonliip or nettled 





pastomte, but holds regular sewices a t  Perkins' 
Hall, on Mechanic Street. 

The Emmnnuel (Episcopal) Cl~urch wm organ- 
ized in 1871. Services according to the usages of 
the Protestnnt Episcopal C11urcl1 had been occa- 
sionally held in tlie town during a period of nbout 
twenty-five yenrs. Rev. Samuel R. Slack officiated 
as the first rector; since liis resignation in 1878 
services have been conducted principally by Rev. 
George Walker, of Penbody. This society ror- 
ship in a convenient hall in Wakefield's Block. 

A Uliion Society, in the village of Greenwood, 
was formed in 1873, and is gradually accumulati~lg 
a fund towards building a chapel. Its pastor is 
&v. Austin S. Gamer, a C'ongregtional clergy- 
mnn, and its place of worship is in Lyceum Hall. 

The nucleus of another religious society was 
formed in 1873, ill the village of Vontrose, by tlie 
organization of a mission Sabhtli-school under 
the auspices of the Young Men's Clrristian Asso- 
ciation of Wakefield. Its serrsions are held in the 
Montrose. School-house. 

The cause of education has not been neglected 
in Il'akefield. I n  its early years the scliool-liouse 
lras planted beside the meeting-house, and from 
these two sources of New Englarid civilization 
have continued to flow ricl~ and pure streams, re- 
freshing many generations. 

Common schools have furnished about the only 
means of education in this town. The South 
Beading Academy was incorporated in 1829, and 
exercised an importaut niid useful influence on the 
youth of the town, and prepared the way for the 
public liigh school, which was established in 1846, 
when the town contained only about three liundred 
families. I t  11ns now becomc one of the cl~iefest 
glories of the torn. I t  lus for many years had n 
complete alrd well-defined course of study. Tlie 
first diplomas were issued to gnduates in 1YG3, the 
late Cyrus Wakefield having, with his accustomed 
munificcncc, presented to tlie town tlie elegant and 
costly engnving. At a later period of his life 
lle conteniplated the gift of n new and improved 
diploma. Prevented by his sudden death from 
realizing this design, liis widow, 3Zrs. Elim A. 
Tl'akefield, souglit to execute the purpose. Ner 
greatly lau~ented decease in 1577 left the kindly 
intent still u~~fulfillcd, but it was, in 1S7Y, carried 
into full effect by the hcirs of JZr. I\-alicficld. 

The public schools of the town arc all carefully 
graded, and their high rank and efficiency are a 
wurcc of pride to the people. 

The town supports eighteen schools, with NIE 

hundred and twenty-one pupils, and twenty teachers. 
Hon. Paul H. Stveetser, who died in 1872, rrns 

an especial and ennlest friend of education in the 
t o m  and commonwealth. 

Libraries have been well sustained in this town. 
Tlie people of South Readiug have had the beat 
reading in all the region round nbout. 

The Social Libray tras fonned in the last cen- 
tury, and discontinued in 1836. 

Tlie Franklin Library was established in 1851, 
nlid the Prescott Libmq about 1845, and wen 
very useful in their day. In 1856 was established 
the Public Library of South Reading, now h o r n  
as the Beebe Town Library of Wakefield, in honor 
of Lucius Beebe, Esq., its generous and constant 
friend, and, with its sixty-five hundred well-chosen 
volumes, is a mdiating cel~tre of good and precious 
mfluences. The number of accounts on which 
books are clmrged is six hundred and eighty-two, 
and the annual deliveries of books amou~it to thirty 
thousand. A new nlphabetical and classified cata- 
logue of tlie library has just been printed. 

Tlie first regular weekly newspaper of the town 
was The Sonth Beading Gazelle, established by 
William H. Hutchinson in 1858, though for 
years previously a Soulh Read i~~g  Dparlment had 
been contained in The Afi~I~ZZedez Joirrlml, printed 
in IVoburn. 

I n  1868 A. Augustus Foster commenced the 
publication of The 1YaX.fleM Banaer, n weekly 
sheet and welcome visitor in the fnmily circle, 
wliicli was, September 1, 1872, merged in The 
Citizen, a ne\\.ly established journal issued by the 
Citizen Newspaper Cornpan?, and which soon at- 
tnined a high cl~nracter a id  eltended influence. A 
few montl~s later, a new and struggling sheet, called 
The IYnPejeZl Adr;ocate, appropriated the old name 
of lYNk@eZl Banlte,; and sought to divide the 
public patronage. 

These rival newspapers were united, January 1, 
1874, under t l ~ e  name of 1l'aX.cjeZl Cilizcn and 
Ba~wer. This consolidated paper is now tlie o~lly 
one of the town, nad under the eaterprising manage- 
ment of 11-illiam H. Twombly, editor and l)roprietot, 
has become olle of the neccss9ries of mnnicipl life. 

A free lecture association was organized a b a t  
six years ago, a d ,  supported by the liberality of 
citizens, is still in operation. The association pro- 
vides an annual course of lectures, genenlly of a 
popular xielltitic cllancter, free, or nearly so, to 
all udubihnts of the town. 
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'An adeq&te history of the t o m  was projected And n o r  la Iyer, transfonnsd to miire durb 
in 1865. I 1" earth's d d  womb, as otkr nortab m u t .  
. - - - - . - 

I It 's s t m p  his m t d ~ k s r  worth intomb'd should IB By invitation of many promimnt gmtlemn, s u p  
t,,,,t his sbuld in obliviou dye.,.. 

demented by vote of the town. )Ion Lillev Enton. 
; valued citizcn, lung idelltifed with the i~ro~res-  
Jve  institutions and best 1)rosperity of tlie torn, 
ras intrusted with this congeninl service, "to en- 
rich the Prese~it from the gleanings of tlie Past." 
Tlie labor grew ulmn l~ is  l~ands as liis design for 
t h  book enlnqed to e~nbrnce in its scope tlre 
whole territory aud people of nncient Reading. 
His sudden death, iu January, 1872, left the work 
nearly but not fully completed. d committee, of 
wliich John S. f i ton,  Esq., \ms tlie ehoient cliair- 
man, acting under autl~ority of tbe'toan, camed 
f o m r d  tlie work to its proper en& and in 18TQ' 
WIN printed, at tlie town's expense, the~Genealqicul 
Hishry of the TOWN Of'Realli~lg, Jhaa., itictnding 
ths p r w t  Totom of IYakqitId, RE;rlliug, awl* 
Nora Reading, with C/lronohgical aud Hisforicrtd 
SkefcAea from 1639 lo 1874. Thh volume is oc! 
bvo  in size, containi~~g 815 ehwlbbed . s 

. with fifty portraits and e n p v i n p .  
The Wakefield Band I* become a valued' ins+- 

tution of thii commuiiity, and wortliily &hains, 
on public occasio~w, tlie inus id  reputation of tlie 
town in stirring and harmonious stmins. 

~h~ eemeterie9 of makefield' very, interesting 
in tlieir associntio~ls and mementos. 

The earliest gmve!.ard was located in that POT- 
tion of tlle new Park where lotelp stood the old 
town-buse and the llouse of Yale Engine Corn- 
P"Y. 

Hem for more than fifty lam and 
ond generntions of settlers buried their dad .  The 
pment generation can easily recall the appearance 
of the antique monume~its m d  tablets that marked 
the P V ~  of the good and trw-fatlien adinotliers 
of the town ; but llow, alas, no trace remains to 
g m t  tile fondly seeking allticlu~r~ne?e- Tile rutll- 
h hn'd of prOgRSS ]US levelled tile Ilallowed Site. 
Nd even t h s c  bones from iusult to protect, 
Some frail memorinl still erected rriglr, 
With uncouth rl~jmes and shapeless sculpture decked, 
Implores the pasing tribute of a sigh." 

Yet a kindly solicitude and vigilance has pre- 
in private nrcliives most of tlie inscriptions 

upon these ancient stones. Following is one of 
them : - 

K1.Here l ~ a  tlre body of Capt. Jonathm Poole, who de- 
4 in the 44* year of l i s  nge, 1679. 
" Friends sure would prom too far unkind. 

out of sight, t h y  leave him cmt of illind; 

In  1688 the t m n  erected i k  second house of 
nonliip, and located it a few rods ~iortl~west of 
tlie present ~ongmqptionnl Cliurcli iu \Vakefeld; 
and around this secoi~d -cliurch, sooil nfter its ere- 
tion, in acconlai~ce wit11 an ancient custom tllat 
has made cllurcliynrds and gmveyards synonymotu 
terms, the later inhabitants began to inter their 
dead; and thus commend their second burinl- 
yard, in recent years known as the "old b u ~ l -  
ground." For more than one ilundred and sixty 

it was tile chief place of sepulture for the 
t ~ m .  Here rest the aslies of the greater portion 
of its former inlmbitonts. Consequently it p 
:- a most lively though mournful interest, u 
tile place wllere mnny a noble and revered friend, 
many loved and beautiful form, 119s been covered 
from sigllt but not from memory. 

Following is tlie epitaph inscribed upon the 
tombstone of one of the most eminent amoug tlie 
arlyrEghts of ~ l l m l l  and t.om : - 

tllis Sapurbre i. r e p a i t 4  the p* of the 
Rev. Mr. IVilliarn Hobby, A. JI., late Pastor ( t b  sirth iu 
the order of succession) of the first clrurclr iu the t o m  of 
Reading,-Ieamcd. vigilnut, and hitlrful; IIC wm a preacher 
of tlre word of God, deservedly comure~icled for his pun 
evangelical doclrine, replerrished wit11 crudition and p ~ t j ,  
toptiler wit11 solid judgnreut nnd eloqueuce; being nt 
leugth woru out nit11 studies and labors, and most acute 
~ i r u  of long cor~tiuunnce, cnlrnly resiguilrg to the of 
bis Al~niglrty Fatlrer, and e a n ~ a t l y  aspiring after the 
Hmverrly Hnbitatiou nnd Rest, be breathed out Iris soul 
into UK Ir~rds of his Suviur, Juue 19, Auno Citkt i  ml, 
~ b t .  5s ;yam. H, left, to pmfit Ilis bercavd flock, 
n writteu monument of sage advice, h which, though derd, 
he speaks, solemu strnins-" 

Ijl coyme of time tile burinl-gmund bme 
so fully occupied tlrt the selection of eligible spots 
for single interments war difficult, and for family 
lot, imilonsible; alldl in consequence, then Rss or- 
ganized in 1846 a private coqmration under tht 
name of Proprietors of Lakeside Cemetery, which 
purcllased a tnc t  of seven acres of land on the 
westerly borders of Luke Quannapoaitt, and laid 
out the same iu avenues, paths, arbom, bolrem, an'd 
four hundred burinl lots. On the 15th of October, 
1846, tile new Lnkeside Cemetery was publicly and 
solemnly consecrated bg appropriate services on 
the romantic grounds selected, including add-, 
prayen, and original hymns. The following is one 
of the hynrne sung on tlie occasion :- 





" Together we hare gathered now 
Upon the fur lake-side, - 

Old men and gray, with vrinkled brow, 
And pouthful fonns of pride, - 

We 'vs come with pleasing thouglb, though gnrq 
This spot to conseonte, - 

To bid the flowers their perfamea m e  
Above death's iron gate! 

" Aud kre we'll build for t h e  we lors 
A tomb beiicatll the trees; 

That nntnre's songlnnj r d  a b m  
Iu sweetest melodies ; - 

For friends aud for oumlres a tomb, 
lVbsn we are cartlr's no more, 

When am exchanged its joys and gloom 
For brihtcr, fadeless rhore. 

" And Irere, as oh in coming jars 
Our childmu's children tread, 

Glad thougl~ts will rise to quell their fan ,  
Among the silent dead. 

0 l~nllowed spot ! A cherished grave 
Beneath the flowery sod ! 

Thc foru shall rest by sparkling ware, 
Tllc spirit with its God ! 

Tbe cemetery Ins since been greatly enlarged and 
beautifietl, and is mournfully attractive by the 
quiet loveliness of its natural scenery, by its mar- 
ble shrines and graceful memorials. 

The Jeaisli Cemetery, a smaller enclosure, also 
on the margin of the beautiful lake, and very near 
Lakeside Cemetery, is nu~nerously occupied with 
graves and sepulchres, aud is in general use by the 
Israelites of Boston. 

Wukefield is signally rich in traces of the 
aborigines of America. They evidently found 
their favorite camping-grouuds in tliis pleasant 
region, and hrge and valuable collectious have 
been made of arrow-l~eads, lance-l~ends, pestles, 
knives, hatchets, bone implenieuts, rem&nts of 
pottery, ctc., tlte reward of ptient and careful 
search 011 this prel~istoric gmuad. 

The pullic buildings of Wnkefield are deserving 
of notice. The town-hall is an elegant and im- 
posing structure of brick, and Wakefield's Block 
aud Ikial's Block, in near proximity, arc metro- 
politall in size and stjle and fiaish: Tile Buptist 
Churcl~ and liigll-wl~ool building are elegant and 

slxci~nens of esterior architecture. 
There an: many private residences in tlie loan 

wortliy of special mention, but tlie costly and 
elepnt mansion-ltouse of1 tlie westerly side of 
Main Street, erectcd by the late Mr. Wnkefield, 
stands pre-eminent. Tltis beautiful liornestead is 
now owned and occupied, in fitting sequence, by 
C p s  TVakefield, Esq., a nephew of the late pro- 

prietor, and a gentleman of high character d 
liberal instincts. - 

The location of. Wakefield is of exceptional 
beauty. From her hills seller! of raw loveliness 
delights the artistic eye. This s1)ncious Common, ' 
with its stately waviug elms, and the recent addi- 
tion of the new Park sweeping grncefully down 
to the soutlieni shores of Lake Quannapwitt, am 
attractive features in a pleasing landscape. Lake 
QuannapoIvitt, with au area of two hundred and 
sixty-four acres, just north of the central village, 
and Crystal Lake, with a surface of forty-eight 
acres on the soutll, add much to the c h a m  of 
nature's face, a~id  furnish the convenient meaur 
of au ample and henltl~ful supply of pure rater for 
domestic and other purposes. The water of Crya- 
tal Lake is of unusual purity, as shorn by recent 
analysis, which indicates only five p r t s  of organia 
and inorganic residue in oi~e huudred thoasand prvtr 
of the water, and s110wing a superiority in quality 
over nearly every otlier utilized source of rater- 
supply for cities and towns in the county. Tte 
Quannapowitt Water Company has beeu incor- 
porated in order to secure to the inhabitants of the 
town tlie priceless boon of a pure aud abundant 
water-supply. 

Saugus River has its source in Lake Qnannr- 
pouitt, and, forming the boundary .betreen Wake- 
field and Ly~mfield, pursues its serpentine courw 
to the sea. 

Wakefield has rail~vny facilities afforded by &rea 
railroads pasing through its centre, -the h t o n  
and Haine, the South Reading Branch, and the 
Ihnvers Railroad, providing direct and frequent 
commu~iication wit11 Boston, fklern, Newburyport, 
Lowell, Lnrrence, Haverliill, Portland, Me., Man- 
chester and Concord, N. II. Tl~ere are six pas- 
senger depots in the town. I n  1848 th whole 
uumber of passengers during tlie yenr, for dl 
points, was 45,574 or an average of 146 daily 
pnasngers. I11 IS73 tlie i~umber of Boston pw- 
sengers alone was 320,172, or an avenge of 1,026 
daily passengers. I n  1848 the whole amount of 
passenger and freight receipts at Soutl~ &ad- 
ing was $12,532. In 1873 the Bojton peasen- 
gem to and from \Yakcfield fun~ i shd  the sum of 
S53,lttS. 

Wnkefield is mainly n manufacturing town. First 
nmorlg lier i~~dustries sltould be named the rattan- 
works of the l\'nkefield Itnttaw Company. Thin 
business originated in small beginnings by the 
late Cyrus IVakefield in 1Y56 ; under the influe~ra 
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of his eontinnous energy and perseverance it grew 
with remarkable rapidity to an iudustry of great 
mapitude and importance. In the lust dilp of 
Mr. Wakefield the number of his employees ex- 
ceedwl one tllousand, and the mor~tllly pay-roll 
$38,000. He erected numerous buildings, and 
introduced new and powerful machinery, and i f  
last, by patient i ~ ~ g e ~ ~ u i t y  and experiment, sac- 
ceded in utilizing every portion of the raw im- 
ported cane. Just before the death of Mr. 
Wakefield, in 1873, he caused to be otganized the 
Wakefield Rattan Conipany, to which corpomtiou 

. he transferred the whole of his vast rattan basiuess 
hnd property, and of which he became the president 
and principal stockholder. 

"lbe affairs of the corporation have since bee11 
prosperously managed by its officers. 

The' present rattan-works, on Water Street, 
in wakefield, include one brick machine-shop, 
158x60 feet, of four stories, eight large work- 
shop and store-houses, and a number of smaller 
buildings, and occupy about four acres of groutid. 
The works turn out, in great variety, productions 
'gf beauty, elegance, and utility, including cane for 
chair-seats, mats and matting, rugs and carpets, 
hiblej, baskets, chairs, car-seats, cradles, cribs, 
tbte-b-tetes, sofns, baby-carriages, flower-etrmds, 
windbw:ihades, brooms, brushes, table-mats, wall- 
.sczeem,' fire-screens, wall-pockets, slipper-holders, 
clotlies-beaters, wood-holders, etc. 

Thi Smith aria Anthony Stove Company, the 
'duccessors of the Boston and Maine Foundry Corn- 
pany, lately organized on a new and strong founda- 

' tion, has extensive buildings nnd ample appliances, 
adminbly situated for business aud markets, by 
the side of the Boston and Mnine Railrond. l'l~e 
dmpnny tmploys many men, and n~anufactures 
'~oves: ranges, and all sorts of l~ollow iron-ware. 

The manufacture of boots and shoes has for 
two centuries been an important branch of industty 
in the town. As early as 1777 the town assigned 
Jonas Eaton "the privilege of wood and herbnge 
on a tnc t  of h ld ,  on condition that he remained 
in town, and followed the tnde of a slloemaker." 
9'he honorable handicraft is still hrgely exercised 
in factories and shops numerously scattered tl~rough 
the town. 

The Wakefield Sl~uttle md  Needle Company, of 
recent establishment in Wakefield, carries on an 
extensive business in the manuf;~cture and sale of 
sewing-machine needles, shuttles, bobbins, and 
every variety of sewin_u-machine attach~nents. 

Richndson'~ sl~erry-wine bitten, 5nt prepared 
about sevelity !errs ago by t l~c  late Dr. Nathan 
Ricliardsot~, are still maaufmtured in the tom 
by his highb esteemed and public-spirited gmd-  
son, Dr. Solon 0. Richadson, the second of that 
nnme. 

The Citizeas' Gnslisht Compny, organized as a 
coyoration in 1860, supplies from its extensive 
works, on Railroad Stmt,  t l~c toww-ns of Wakefield, 
Stoneha~n, and Rcadi~tg with illumi~mti~g m. 

Many thousa~ltl tom d ice are annually cut OII 

Lake Quamlap\\itt, storecl, aud exported by the 
Boston Ice Compny. 
The n~a~~ufacture of 3XcKay s e w i n g - d i e  

needles, awls of all descriptious, and shoe-tools m 
e~~dless variety, k carried on by J a m s  F. Wood- 
ward and Son at their factory oil Albion Street. 

Mesrs. J. and W. H. Atwell still prosecute 
their long-established and successful bushes  of 
razor-strop makers. 

The bakery of Hosea L. Day has obtained r 
wide and high reputatio~i for the quality of ita 
crackers lar~d bread. 

The banking institutions of Wakefield ore t b  
National Bank of South Reading, with a capital 
stock of 5100,000, the South W i a g  Mecllanic 
and Agricultural Institution, an old-fashioned 
savings-bank wit11 a capital stock of 9 10,000, and 
the Wakefield Saving h n k ,  of more recent origin, 

The fire protection of the t o m  is represented by 
the Yale Eagiae Compn~~y, so niuned for the late 
Burnge Yule, Esq., Cl~emical Engine Company, 
Washi~~gton Hook-nnd-Ladder Company, C. Wakb 
field Engine Company, atid the Fountain Engine 
Compaay, wvith macllines and appliances. 

Many dmendrints from the families of this old 
town have become eminent in the nation and in 
the world, amoeg whom nray be mentioned u 
familiar names to this generation, Hon. George 
Ballcroft, historian of the United States ; the late 
Genenl John A. Dix, ex-governor of New York; 
Hon. George S. Boutwell, ex-governor and ex- 
senator of 31nssachusetts ; and tlie late Rev. Tho- 
dore Parker. 

Wakefield i s  tell miles distant from the business 
centre of Boston, and includes t l ~  outlying v i l l r p  
of Montrose on the cut, Woodville on the south- 
east, and Gree~~nood on the south, n ~ ~ d  is bom~ded 
northwesterly by Rending, northerly by Ly11116eld; 
easterly by Lynnfield a~id  Saagus, soutliedy by 
Melrose, and southwesterly by Stoneham. 



OR the first century after 
grants were lnzde -by tlie 
Ilassrtcbusetts b y  Colony in 
that part of Watertom now 
k ~ ~ o n n  as TTaltliam, tlie latter 
town was a portion of tlie 
former, territorially. and mu- 
nicipally. Numerous Iudian 
wars forced the colonists to 
assume a semi-military state, 

tion of the training of our foy fa the r s . a&mh-  
irig tlieir fields, sowing their seed, mid grLtnng 
tlteir Imn~ests. The Gelled Court neve,r hvored 
tlie erection of a second meetit~g-house where om 
\vould answer tlie needs of tlie people, and it 
souglit to accommodate its location to the needs of 
the worshippers, rather than to il!crease -the bur- 
dens of tnration br. mu1til)lving the number of 
churches to be supported. I n  due time, ,wJ~en the 
West aud Bliddle precincts had advanced c a d -  

- I ference of :lie magistrates in this matter, notwith- 
In the prepamtionof tbe following sketch, the writer 

vhur,dk .U;8.tioL, tr iouh B. standing that a vote to that eRect is on record." 
Bright, lbq. I Nevertheless, the building w& erected, and on 

and in the different towns tlie male inhabitants 
capable of bearing arms were supposed to be in a 
coasta~it state of readiness to aid in repelling the 
predatory inculpions of the savages on the frontier 
settlements. For mutual protection new settlers 
gdthered somewhat in groups, mc11 group forming 
perhaps tlieiaucleus of some prospective town. As 
these groups increased in size they were each ex- 
pected to funiisli tlieir military contiageht, subject 
to the order of the autliorities of the torn. In 
this manner IY~tertonr~ became divided, in 1691, 
into three military districts or precincts, the East 
embncirtg substantir~lly what is now Watertom, 
tlie Zlliddle, or Captaili Garfield's, embraci~ig sub- 
stantially what is now.JValtlnm, and tile \Vest, or 
Fnrmeru' Precinct, known since 1712 -23 as JV\T~S- 
ton. This was the entering wedge in the dismem- 
berment of Watertown. 

Another elemelit euten'ng hto the cause of tire 
division of many early New England to~rns was 
ecclesiastical ditferences, - direreurn not as re- 
gads faith, for that was practically settled by stat- 
ute,, but as ieg.irds accommodation as to the 
location of the meeting-house, tlie older portions 
at the various towns- evidently regarding these 
buildings as fixtures, while the youtiger portion 
judgerl &it tlie site should be changed to cotre- 
spond with the cliaagit~g centres of populntion. 
Attendance at diville service was as much a par- 

erahly in point of-numbers, the complaint of ra 
moteness from tlieir pi* of worship, particularly 
in the late fall, tlie wiuter, and the early q r i p &  
became quite. a serious. one. In  1692 an attempt 
was made to change tlie location of the. meeting- 
house (then situated opposite the .old graveyard 
just southwest of Mount Auburn) to some place 
" most conrenieiit for the bulk of tlie inl~abitants." 
T l~e  people not being able to agree upon s si te  the 
selectme~l applied to Governor Phips mid his cqun- 
cil to appoint a committee to consider the subject 
arid make report; and December 27, the samg 
year, the town voted to submit their questions re- 
garduig the removal of tlre meeting-house and; the * 
settlement of a minister to such a committee. The 
gentlemen appointed (IVillinrn Stouglibn, J o b  
Pli~llips, James Bussell, Samuel Sewall, aud Joeph  
Lynde) made their report Nay 18, 1693, recorn- 
mending Rev. I-Ienr! Gibbs for the pastor, and 
the site afterwards called Coinmodore's Corner 
for tlie site for a new meeting-house, a d  also that 
the cliauge in locntiou be made witbin the next 
four years. This attempt at settlement was not 
entirely satisfactory, arid a proteqt against the p b  
posed location, signed by one liundred and eigh- 
teen persons, was preselited on bellalf of tly, 
Farmers' Preciact. Fnncis, in his sketch of 
Watertown, (p. 00) t h t  this protest asseda 
that tlie to\rn had never "requested tbe inter- 



February 4, 1696, was accepted by the town. 
Rev. Henry Gibbs, who had been employed lu 

pastor for the town prior to tile building of the 
new Bow, declined to accept the new order of 
things, and.contiuued to preach in the old build- 
ing. All attempts at compromise proving not 
only abortiye, but apparently more embitteriug, 
the new societr called the Rev. Samuel Angier to 
otficiate for them, and being by recognition of the 
local and colonial autllorit~es the cl~urctl, they en- 
clesvorecl to secure the records which properly 
became theirs. I n  the first measure they were 
successful, and Mr. ringier was duly ordained; in 
tk second they were not, and t l~e  records sere still 
rehined by the d i n g  oyanizrrtion. , Mr. hngier 
was fully settled Shy 25, 1697. 

On the 4th of November, 1713, the General 
Court passed an order tlmt " a h e m s  ministers of 
the Middle Precinct 11ad been supported by volun- 
tary subsc~ption," it was directed tlurt the charges 
of supporting the ministers and repiring tlle meet- 
ing-howes be borne by each congregation sep-  
ratelj. Furthermore, tlut both precincts should 
bear the expense of removing the Middle meeting- 
h o w  to such a, site as that precinct should deter- 
mine. This order was treated conte~nptuously by 
the majority of tlm town, aud the General Court, 
in a bunt of indignation at this act of rebellion, 
pqwd a supplementary resolve thnt the town 
should forfeit 50 for non-fulfilment of the order 
of November 4. This resolve the council non- 
c o n c u , d  in, and a committee consisting of Sam- 
uel Sewall, Benjamin Lynde, and John Clark, Esq., 
rres appointed to consider the subject. Wlmt con- 
clusiol~ they came to we do not k~rom. 

On the 13th of May, 1715, tlie town passed a 
ypte '#40 build a ineetiug-house for the accomlno- 
dntion of the iuhabitants of the most westerly part 
of tbe town." The fonner West or Farmers' 
Precinct having been i~~corponted as Weston, that 
part of the town now called Waltham had become 
the most western division. The vote wae not, 
however, carried into effect, nnd in September of 
the same year the Enstern Precinct petitioned the 
General Court for separntion. 

In  1719 Mr. Angier died, nnd wns buried in 
the burinl-sround set off to lYnltllam, and now 
oalled Grove Hill Cemetery. 

I n  November, 1730, Josllurr Eaton and forty- 
eight others of the West Precinct presented a peti- 
tion to the Genemi Court, stating that by w o n  of 
doubt about the diviaion line assessmel~ts could 

not be legally made in accordance with the coart'c 
order of the 4th of souember, 17 l9,olld they prajed 
that the line might be located. A similar ~ t i t i s n  
was seqt by G t b d  Priest and others of t b  
East Precinct. A committee \ms appointed, eon- 
sbtieg of Isanc Winslow, Jobu Cushing, and Sam- 
uel Thaxter, of the couldl; and John Clark, 
William. Dudley, John Chandler, and William 
Throop, of the house; and tlle line, which p 
surveyed by Tlmxter, is described as stqrting from 
tlw Clwrles River, running "on a north course 
forty-niue degrees &,'' and endiug at  tlie south- 
western bounds of whnt is now Arlington (see 
Francid Ilisiory). The report, dated r;Decem- 
ber 17, 1720, further recommends '#that the West 
Meeting-house be removed r i t l~in two pears tor  
spot about twenty rods west of Xatlraniel Liver- 
more's Irouse, and tint the old, or East lUee+gt 
hol~se be moved or a new one built pn School-House 
Hill," the West Precir~ct to pay its proportion for 
removing or rebuilding the ers te r~  house. Tl~u 
report was c o n c u d  in by both branches of the 
General Court. On the 24th sf April, 1731, the 
town voted to comply with the recommendation of 
the committee. 

The ecclesiaptical divisions between tlie two Ere- 
cincts were now pnrcticnlly settled. After tlre 
death of hir. Angier the westeni meeting-house 
had quite a succession of ministers before any per- 
son became perma~rently settled. Of these were 
Rev. Hezekiall Gold, Rev. Timothy Ilinuet, and, 
accordiag to BIr. Fmncis, Rev- Mr. Gibson and 
Rev. Robert Sturgeon. I t  would seem, however, 
t l~at  JZr. Francis must be in error in regard to 
Mr. Sturgeon, for the Geueral Court, in November, 
1722, accuses Robert Sturgeon of Boston of being 
privately ordained to a " pretelided middle church; 
nud the court appointed a committee which recom- 
mended that w11e11 the new \Vest meetingSlouse 
wns erected, the middle one be demolished or re- 
moved, and that the easten1 one be moved or a 
new one built. In awe the town did not m o v e  
or demolish the Middle meeting-house, i t  was 
recommended tlmt tlie sheriff be directed to do so. 
The report further says that Sturgeon had been 
rebuked by two councils, and advises, that iq %se 
11e persists iu liis course, the attonley-general be 
ordered to prosecute him. This report waa con- 
sellteJ. to. 

Leaving 110s the quarrel of the chumhes, we 
come to the third, the final, and on tliat accoly~t 
perllilys tlie principal, cause of the complete with- 



d m d  of the West Precinct, and its formation into 
a distinct town. As early as Jauuary 1720-21 
the precinct in many things assumed almost com- 
plete ~ n u ~ ~ i c i p l  powers. On the 30th of January, 
1720-21, a meeting was held, a t  which Isaac 
Mixer was chown clerk, Joseph Mixer treasurer, 
and Lieutenant Jonathan Smith, Sergeant Jo~urtl~an 
Sanderson, Ensigu Samuel Garfield, Cnptain Sam- 
uel Harrirgto~l, John Cutting, Sergeant Joseph 
Pierce, d Daniel Benjamin were cl~osen precinct 
committee. Votes were passed.to carry into effect 
the order' of tb8 General Court of December 17, 
1720, in regard to the meeting-house, and in Octo- 
ber, 17254, it was voted to " eel1 what was left of 
the old meeting-house." On the 7th of April, 
1729, a meeting wns held to see, among other 
things, about a location for a school-l~ouse. Allen 
Flagg agreed to give a piece of land at tlie north 
tnd of his ordhad for that purpose, and the pre- 
cinct agreed to accept it. On tlre 4th of February, 
1729-50, ZhAariah Smith, Allell Flapg, Thomas 
Harrington, Tliolhas Bigelow; Jonas Smith, John 
Childs, and Joht~  Cutking were appointed a com- 
mit4ee to h i t  upon tlie selcctmen, ancl have in- 
serted in thc warrant for the next town-meeting an 
article requesting the town to grant a SUIII of motley 
to build a school-house OII the land of Mr. Flagg. 
The town, however, refused to accept the site or 
vote the money, and on this scl~ool question came 
the tu of war, whicli resulted iu the West Preci~~ct 
becom~ f g If-altham. The torn-meeting at wliich 
the request of the western people m s  refused was 
held in March. On the 1st of Ilay, 1730, Thomas 
Bigelow, Zacl~ariah Smith, Allen Fhgg, Elislur 
Bmith, and John CIJld were appointed a committee 
at a meeting of the West Precinct, to take ineasures 
to bare that portion net off as a separate town, 
#'and take Effectual care that the same may be 
Esfabbshed that Leanling may be Advanced 
amongst us or some other @per ~netliods nliareby 
to obtain the same." A ptition signed by b~~tliony 
Conady (Caverly ?) and otben, r e p r e w ~ ~ t i ~ ~ g  the dif- 
ficulties ill the ivay of scl~ools, and the " impoci- 
tions" of the East Precinct, n~td pmying for n 
sepmte township, had alffidy be11 prepared and 
sent for the considcntion of the Ge~ienl Court, 
and the torn  was served with n copy of the l ~ t i -  
tion, aud citecl to show muse why i t  sl~ould not b 
granted. In Februarp, 1730-3 1, Deacon ITilliani 
Brbwn, Anthony Cnu [vlerlp, Deacon Tl~omas Liv- 
m o r e ,  Tllomas Bigelow, and Jonas Smith were 
c h  r committee to attiin the coveted selmra- 

1 tion. At a regular meeting lleld Apnl 19, 1781: 
the town, or practically the East Precinct, op 
pointed Lieutellant Samuel Steams, Jdsepl~ N n m ,  
mid Jonas Bond a committee to 'appear in behtf 
of tlie torn, and probably in opporition to the 
division. IV11at action the court took is not plain, 
but one of tlie recommendations was that the tojll  
provide two school-Bou=, with two duly qualified 
schoolmasters,-one of each for each ymcinct. 
Tl~ese recommendi~tions the town (August 16, 
1731) refused to accept. T l~e  assesson, of tbe 
T e s t  Precinct, - Nntlm~deI Hams and Deacd 
W~lliam Brown, - acting under n sense of grog 
injustice pmtised by the E a ~ t  P&inct majority, 
refused to assess for the grant made by the towu 
for the support of scliools. Something of the 
spirit of opposition to taxation without repmmta- 
tion asserted itself here. Is 

At a precinct meeting, March 22, 1732 -33, 
Daniel Benjamin, Jonas Smith, and Allen Flagg 
were'chosen a committee to address the t o m  at 
the next tom-meeting, that the West Precinct 
might be set off as n eeprate town. This attempt 
evidently failed of success, arid the sore probably 
irrcmsed with the illcreasing months and Jean. 
In  June (2Sth), 1736, R'athnniel Hams, William 
Bromi, and Daniel Benjamin, in behalf of tlle Wed 
Preci~~ct, obhii~ed lnrmission of the General Court, 
despite t l~e  opposition of tlre East Precinct, t o  seb 
off land from the common In~~ds  devoted to high- 
ways, - some of rlricli were t a e ~ ~ t y  or thirty d a  . 
wide, - to raise a fund of S1,500 to be in~lested, 
and tlie interest upoli it used to support whools. 
This act o n l ~  served to intensify the growing bitter- 
ness betlvcen the two sections, and it ir therefore 
not surprising tlrat at s meeting of the West Pn- 
cinct, held December 7, 1737, Deacon TVdliam 
Brown being modentor, it being judged conducive 
to the pace of both preciiicts to be separated -b 
cause nu " unhappy controversy hai arisen & for 
some l'ime subsisted amung tiic.Inhabitance of tP 
Tow11 Respecting tlie Publick 6- Priuet r a p  'that 
are in the To\rn to the peaceable desitiou w l ~ e d  
it is thought deuiding of the 'l'oaa into Two To& 
sh ip  may be very coaducive," it was voted tW 
the precinct sl~ould ask the Gencnl Court to 
set them off under the following 'conditions : lst, 
tlie dividing line to be the same os the pncinct 
line ; ed, all cl~arges already i i~cumd or to he in- 
c u r d  on acc6unt of the Great Bridge or because 
of the t o m  p r ,  to be pto)m<io~red betae~n the 
t o r ~ ~ s  according to the yrovi~lce tax, -2 thC surplua 
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money, if there was any nhaining in the treasury, 
to be divided in the same proportion ; Sd, the yearly 
intend on TVotertorn's portion of the ~ 6 0 , 0 0 0  
ptovince loan, Watertown's part of t l ~  two- thou- 
a d  acres of land granted by the General Court to 
them and Weston, and the town's stock of ammu- 
nition to be similarly disposed of; 4th, records 
and books 'to be- delivered to a committee to be 
chosen by the East Precinct; 5th, the course and 
width of the public anys to be stated by the Court 
of Oeneral Sessions of the Peace a g r ~ b l y  to a 
report of a committee already appointed. Dea- 
con William Brown, Daniel Betijamin, and Sam- 
iad Livermore were appointed a committee to 
petition -the Genernl Court to that effect. A 
ptibion wns presetlted to tlre house of repre- 
entativea on tlie 13th of December, 1757, set- 
ting forth their differen~q, the approbation of the 
rnesbure by the East Precinct, and praying for a 
division. Th prayer was granted, and on the 4th 
of Janna ry, 1737 - 38, the town of JValtham was 
incorporated. ' Tl~e bounds of the new municipality 
under 'the act of incorporation were., soutl~ by the 
Charles Iliver, west by Weston or the Farmers' 
Precinct, nortl~ or nortl~east by the town line which 
bmmenced at the northwest conier of Fresh Pond 
and ran weshortliwest to the Concord line, and 
east by the line beginning at the Charles River, 
running very nearly northeast, aud meeting the line 
from 'Fresll Pbnd to Concord. Its area was about 
8,891 acres ; the population probably about 550. 

During this period the church pastomte had passed 
under the charge of the Rev. Warhain ' \Villiarns, 
d o  was odaihed June 11,1723. A call liad been 
extended to Rev. l\Tilliam Welsteed, but declil~ed. 
III accordance with the instructions of the General 
Court'; the meeting-house had been located very 
m%r the present junction of Lyman and Beaver 
ntreets. 

The first entry ill the town records of Waltham 
reads thus : - 
' '' Middlesex s.s. Waltham Jnnv 13th 1757 - 

These are to Notifie the Qualified Voters in the sd 
Town of TTaltliam to Appear at the pnblick meet- 
mg house in sd T o m  On WednesDay the Eigh- 
teenth Ddy of Jan7 Curnnt at One of the Clock in 
the after Noon for the Ends follosin~ viz'To Elect 
and Appoint a Tdnn Clerk a~id Otl~er Town officers 
those to stand t ~ l l  the A~~niversary meeting of said 
Town jn the month of J13rcli next. 
" By Order of the Great and General Court p' - 

me . WIUIAX BPOWN." 

At the meeting bel& in pnnuance of this war- 
rant Bacon Thomas Livermore mu chosen mod- 
erator, and the fdkniag board of officers iu 
elected : - 
'' Selectmen : Dacon Willinm Brown, Deacon 

Thomas Livermore, Mr. Danid Benjamin, Mr. 
Joseph Pierce, and Lieutenalrt n ~ o m a s  Bigelor; 
tom-clerk and t m r c r ,  Samuel Livermore; cow 
stable, Mr. Josepb Hasting; awswm, George 
Lawrence, John Cutting, and.Jolin Chadaiek; 
sealer of leather, Nr. Joseph Stratton ; fence-~er- 
ers, John Ball, Jr., and Jmph Hager; highray 
surve~.on,Jol~n Ball yo 3d, and John Viels ; t!thi~~g- 
men, Imac Pierce and Theopl~ilus Mansfield ; hog- 
reeves, Josiah Harrington and Elnnthan Khit- 
ney.* 

At a town-meeting, held February -18,1837-58, 
Lieuterlmtt John Cutting, Deacon Livermore, md 
Thomas Hammond wen appointed to carT into 
effect . w e  of the conditio~ts of the division, a d  
the .business arising from the arrangement of these 
conditions served as a basis for several subsequent 
gatheriags. At the regular meeting held, in ao- 
cordana with the statute, in March (26th) a per- 
manent board of .officers for the ensuing !ear rrs 
elected, Deacon Thomas Livermore being modera- 
tor. As thie was the first regular election, the 
names of the p e m  elected are herewith given: 
For slectmen, Mr. Tliomas Hammond, Mr. Jotm 
Smith, Mr. John Bemis, Ensign Thotnas Hnrring- 
ton, Deacon Jonathan Sanderson ; town-clerk and 
treasurer, Samuel Livermore ; constable, 31r. Lac  
Pierce, Jr. ("who agreed wit11 Mr. John Fish 
aud The Torn accepted him in Lis Roome ") ; as- 
sessors, Mr. Daniel Benjamin, Mr. Samuel Liver- 
mote, Deacon Tllomu Livermore ; sealer of lentlnr, 
Mr. Joseph St rntton ; fence-viewers, &muel .Hast- 
ings, John Viels; surveyors of higl~ray, Zacllnriah 
Smith, John Dix, Jmiah Fiske ; tithingmen, Dan- 
iel Cllield, John Chaduick ; hog-reeves, Samuel Gilt, 
Isaac Pierce, John Lawrence. At the same meet- 
ing i t  was voted " that tlw Selectmen should take 
Care that the meeting-how be lal~ded up and the 
ammunition Sequd," also that Samuel Livemore 
should have the use of the first pew east of the 
pulpit as long as the meeting-house stood upon 
Iiis land, in full mtisfaction fot the same; and 
the sum of kg0 was granted to support the Eng- 
lish xliool. 

On tlie 9th of lfny the t o m  cliose i b  first 
representative. Mr. Daniel I3enjamin aas elected, 
but . as he declined, Lieutenant Tho- Bigelor 



.was c b o m ~  in his stead. Evidently in those days 
.tbe ofiice sought the man, and not the man tlie 
office. Lieutenant Bigelow seems also to lrave 
had other duties, for on the 12th of the same 
.month he was voted six shillings for " sitting up" 
tbe t o m  stocls. . 

I n  July, 1738, the selectmen appointed two of 
their number to secure a ~clioolmaster, arid in 
.August they reported that they had agreed mtli 
Mr. Timothy Harrington to fill that position, dur- 
ing the ensuing quarter, for £20. To Mr. Timothy 
Harrington, then, beloi~gs the lionor of baring been 

action in regard to the demise of the Widow Wyeth, 
a vote mas l~qsed to have the coffin made, the grave 
dug, four pairs of men's a ~ d  two p i n  of women'r 
gloves provided, and " such a Qnantity of Rum for 
the funeral as should be found necessar~." I t  is 
not intended to imply th& tlie use of .liquors lrnr 
limited to funerals of the town poor, for thej we= 
in those times considered essential to the majority 
of such ocoisions. At this date Adam Boardman 
was schoolmaster. 

January 8,1739 - 40, a committee appointed by 
the town met a committee consisting of the select 

the M person to serve the town of \Valtliam ia I men of Watertown, appointed by that town, to I the capacity of schoolmaster. The ~cliool term divide the p r o d s  of the sale of lands sola before 
commenced on the 12tl1 of J u l ~ .  In September / tlie divisio~i of the town. Of t l ~ s  amount Wal- 
the tom increased the salary of tlieir pastor, a p  
proprirrted 4SO.for educatioml purposes, a ~ ~ d  E25 

tliam's share was E 169 158., aud TYatertown'p 
A 897 108. Why there was so much discrepnay 

for the support of the poor. 111 R'ov~mber (24th) / in tlie receipts when the debts were so evenly di- 
tbe t o m  was divided into three squadrons; the 
bounds of tlie first being from tlie meeting-house 
by Mr. Hammond's (on what is now Beaver Street) 
to the town's bounds, and all nortli to David Blead's 
(Fiske's) Pond ; of the second, from tlie meeting- 
house by the town-way, by Mr. Joliii Child's, in- 
cluding all north ; the third including tlie remainder 
of the town. The school was to be kept an equal 
time in each squndmti, ~rovided a majority of the 
voters of each division agreed upoii a place and 
furnished it a t  their o m  cost, and also furnislred 
an acceptable place for the sclioolmaster to board 
at. Tliis was called, in the records of the &y;a 
'' movable scliool." Tlie school-house propr was 
located at " Piety Corner." 

On the 15th of January, 1738-39, the commit- 
tees appointed by the two towns to proportion the 
debt of ITatertnwn at the time of tlie division met, 
and agreed on tlie follo\ring as a just arrangement : 
total debt, E l 7 1  1Sa. 2d., of \\liicl~ Waterto\vn 
rhould mume 2 9 1  56. 3 (1. and I\Taltliam E S O  88. 
lld. 011 the 30th of March the tonn appointed 
Lienteuant Cutting to joi~i aitli tlie committees of , 

' vided does not appear. There eeems to be, how- 
ever, no evidence of any dissatisfaction. 

On the 25th of January, 1741-4%, Mr. Joseph 
Roberts was ellgaged to teach the school at 25 per 
month, aud at tlie torn-meeting on the 10th of 
Afarch it was voted to have a "moving rxhoor  

At tlie town-meeting, March 1, 1741 - 42, it 
was voted to lmve tlie ~ l i o o l  kept in the districts 
alternately, and John Carns agreed in May to keep 
i t  for t r o  months iii Samuel Gale's house at 2 5  
(Old Tenor) per month, and at the house of John 
Din, in the north part of the town, on the same 
terms, lie being also allowed 19s. per reek to 
board himself. 111 May tlie town chose Captain 
Jolin Cutting representative. In  September the 
" moviog school " was discontinued ; k 10 were 
appropriated to repair t l ~ e  school-house, and 480 
to support tlie school. 

111 March, 1742 -43, the town voted to mt the 
meeti~ig-liouse for the etisuing five years, the high- ' 
est tax-payer on real and perclonal estate to ,be 
allowed tlie first choice, and so on for all the p y a ;  
other thiags b e i ~ ~ g  equal, the age of tliose having a 

Westori and Watertown to renew tlie bounds of t l~e  clloice to be considered. Tlie galleries and tile I joint farm at I\racliusett Hills. Tliis was a tract of rpce  under them were to be disposed of in the 
two tbousaiid ncres, granted to lyatertown by the 
General Court " in recompense of some lalid taken 
off by Concord." 

Amoug the duties wliicli seem to have devolved 
upon the selectmen of the time, one was t l~e funeral 
arrangements for the town poor nho did.  Some 
ef the items seem to liave the appearance of a fea- 
tive rather than a fu~iereal cbancter. Thus at a 
meeting of the board, Jat~uary 1,1789-40, tp take 

same mailiier as the-body of the house, slid a corn- 
mittee was cliosen to ntterid to t h  entire duty. At  
the h1ay meeting Captain John Cuttii~g was elected 
represei~tative. Some of the inhabitants of Wee- 
ton having petitioiied to liave a grant of hnd called 
Phillips' Dividend allotted them, it was agreed to 
allow the transfer, providing the town of \Veston 
would render (111 equivalent in land. A petition to 
build two morc: sclrool-how and remove the ow 
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t l m  existing, so as to liave one at the north, 
another at the south, and tlie t h i d  in the westerly 
*ion of the to~ru, was rejected. In November 
the dectmen agreed with \Villiain Lawrence to 
keep the sclml until lie bad completed the term of 
qiglit months, the term commencing July 9, of tl~nt 
year; the pay to be £6 per motitli (Old Tenor) and 
his hd. 011 the E3d of December the select- 
men-of the three towns, JTnltham, Watertown, and 
\Yeston, met at the l~ousc of Ensign. Harrington, 
in Walthnm, to adjust tlic accou~~ts of the Great 

.Bridge, amounti~ig to 19 5 15s. 7d., Old Tellor. 
As adjusted, they were,- tolvatertown, f 1.2 b. M., 
to*eston, E64 2s. 4d., to Wnltliam, B 59 6s. Id. 

Mamh 2, 1743 - 44, Captain Samuel Livermore 
reprueiital to tlie selectmen tliat there were u~icier 
his cgmmand ~iinety men, and tlint the state law re- 
quired them to have a stock of ammunition nmount- 
ing to 150 pounds of powder, 300 pounds of bul- 
lets, and 450 flints. At the town-meeting, on tlie 
6th of tlie same month, t l a  town voted not to 
open tlie dams where the fish ran. Mr. Lawrence 
ras further engaged by tlie selectmen as school- 
master. Captain John Cutting wm npin chosen 
re-ptative, and at the same meeting (May 8) a 
corumittee rns appoiuted to join similar committees 
from West011 aud JVntertorn in applying to the 
General Court for a trnct of unappropriated land, 
in considerntion of tlie failure of the court to lay 
oat the grant of one t l~ousn~~d acres of meadow 
previously made. (This probnbly refers to the 
gmiit of fifteen liundred acres of land made to 
IVatertown in 1637.) 

At the annual meeting in March, 1744 - 45, Cap- 
tain I,ivennore, slio seenls to hare acquired great 
popularity among liis fellqs-tou~ismea, was again 
elected moderator, clerk, and trensurer, and at tlie 
meeting in Jfay was elected representative. Septem- 
ber 9 of the pme year tlie town voted that Cuptain 
Live-more "should address t l~e  Great and gener~l 
Court in the name n~id bcllalfc of the Town of 
\Vnltham that the millers might liave liberty to keep 
up tl~eirmill Dams as formerly." It I~nving bee11 
brougl~t to the notice of tlie selectmen that Mr. 
hwrence had given up the school, and tlint the 
people were disoatisfid clvitli there being none, 
Mr. Holxstill Jlead was nppoi~~ted by tlle~n to find 
some one to take I~is plncc, nr~d Jfr. Elisl~n Hard- 
ing was tlie person selected. 

When the towe e n g , d  Mr. JTilliiuns as their 
pastor, one of tlie stil)u1ati011s ill the ngrecment 
was .that he should lmve liis firewood cut aad 

carted for, him free of e x p a e .  Some idea of tile 
importance of tlurt item lnny be gaitled from the 
fact tllat in the year 1745 he was granted $250 
d r y  and thirty cords of wood. 

Blnrcli 2, 1746 - 47, a colnmittee was c h  to 
consult with like committees fmm Watertown rind 
l\'eston it1 regard to selling the jouit farm (proba- 
bly the olle at JVacbusett Hills) ; i t  was voted to 
keep a movi~:g scliool six weeks in the north, sir 
weeks in tlie soutli, six weeks it1 the west mr 
Jorins Smith's, and six weeks in tlle scl~ool-liowe. 
Deacon TYilliam Brown was nppointrd to teach the 
nortlierlp district, ni~d if any division neglected to 
provide q convenient place for holditlg the school or 
for the mapter to bond, tlie term of that divisioll 
sliould be held in tlie school-liouse. On the 18th 
of Map Captai~i Livermore was amin chosen repre- 
sentntive. At a meeting of the selectmen in July, 
James Priest, Jr., is mentioned as absent on tbe 
king's service. The towii grants for this year, 
mnde in October, being in New Tenor, Mr. Wil- 
liams wns allqwed E 100 as agau~st 2150  in the 
Old Tenor of tlie previous year. 

111 Jlarch, 1747 -48, Samuel Livemore, Jr., m~as 
appointed to keep the school in the westerly, en- 
trc, nud northerly parts of tlie torn, an ag reem~t  
beilrg entererl into between, his father and the 
selectmen to that effect. 

In January, 1748 - 49, the selectmen appointed 
Caleb Upliam a wl~ool-teacher. One of the quesr 
tiolis which came before the annual meet i~~g was 
that of removing the meeti~lgl~ouse to the'antre 
of the town, or building a new one, but no adiou 
was taken in regard to it. In May Captain Liver- 
more was again chosen represeuhtive. The suc- 
ceeding year (1749 - 50) the town, however, voted 
not to send a representntive. At the annual meet- 
ing in Jiarcl~, 1749 - 50, a committee was ehoeeu to 
meet with committees from J\'ntertown, Newton, 
and Cambridge, for consultation in r w r d  to a 
workhouse. The salaries of the town officen for , 
tlie Fear 1750 seem, from the appropriation, to 
llave amounted to 13s- 4d., and this sum was 
wholly awarded to Caphia Livermore, - 88. a. 
tom-clerk, and 58. 4d. os treasurer. The record 
in September, 1751, states that Alattliew Bridge, 
being then present at a town-meeting, "gave the 
Town & 1 6s. 8 (1. as a gift in Consideration of IIU 
Coiipgating with them" Some discussion oo- 
curred this !.ear in r~pd to \r.hether the whml 
sl~ould be taught by n sclioolmaster or scllwl- 
mistress, aud the question wns tinnily decided in 



favor of the master. I n  November the town 
voted .that the money gmnted for the support of 
mcboola should be exlxaded for the one kept in the 
school-house, and that tlie teacher should be " a 
grammar-xhml master." 

b June 22, 1751, the Rev. Warham Williams, for 
so many years pastor of the church, died. k~ 
1750 Jonas Clark, having k n  employed, u-as 
schoolmaster. Samuel Livermore wm chosen 
representative in May. I n  December the select 
meg en@. Samuel Livermore, Jr., to teach the 
school for three month bt a salary of g.1.5, Old 
Tenor. * 

I n  February, 1755, the younger Mr. T ~~vermore ' 

was agaiu engaged to teach the scl~ool. Captain 
Livermore was again rep~sertative. The scllool 
raa rliscontinued from July 11 until October 22. 
A t  t l ~ e  latter date the town voted to have tile house 
r epa id ,  and to have a movable school. Tlie tax- 
able carriages ih \\*altLarn in this year aumbered 
ten, namely, nine cliairs and one chaise; tlie polls 
147, slaves 3, slreey 200, swine lSY, horses 111, 
cows 455, oxen 118. 

At a meetiug oa tlie 2d of September, 1784, tlie 
excise bill wau reed, together with tlie speecl~ of 
the governor to the General Court. After some 
debate tlie town voted "that it is tile desire that 
t l ~ e  bill map not be negatived." Sa~nuel Liver- 
more., Jr., was again engged to teach the scl~ool; 
Samuel Livermore, Sr., a g a i  representative. 

Blawh 3, 1755, Mr. 3latthes- Bridge of Cam- 
bridge was accepted as a r  ialinbita~~t, and his farm 
annexed to our territor~. Captnin Livermore was 
re-elected representative in 31ay, and at the %?me 
meeting the town votecl to sell its share of the 
2,000 acres of land at Waclri~wtt Hill owned by 
11-atertown, \\-estoa, and \Yaltl~am. I n  Decem- 
ber, 1755, the Ge~renl Court pawd  an order in 
executibn of its share i r~  the dis~nemberme~it of the 
gouernme~rt of Acndh, n~rd tlie mtteriag of its 
homeless and frie~~dless peoljle brondcaet over the 
country. The total number of these unfortui~ntes 
g s s i g ~ ~ d  to \\-altI~im was fourteen. 

111 11arc11, 1756, Tl~omas Sprrowliank wns en- 
@& as scl~oolma~ter, and in May Cnptain Liver- 
lnom wasagain retunled wprcsentatire, a position 
11c eonti~iued to fill 1111til 17G4. Tile side of the 
torn's portion of tile J\-acl~usett Hill farm was 
concludtd in the lntter lmrt of 1756, and on tile 
1 l th of - Janunrj, 1757, Captain Jol111 Cuttir~g 
made report for tile committee on tile NIP, to 
the s e k t m a ,  that the pmceeds amounted to 

2267 6 8. 8d. (853005 Old Tenor). Isaac Liver- 
more was sclidolmaster from R'ovember, 1756, to 
Aagust, 1757: He continued in that position also 
during a portion of the year 1758. In  Novem- 
ber, 1758, among the disburseme~~ts made by the 
selectmen, was one of 89 per week for the support 
of the Frenel~ Neutrals, the howeless Acadia~la 
This is tile first mention of the term "dollars" in 
tlie town records. 

Leonard IVilliams was school~naster during the 
httcr pnrt of 1758 n ~ ~ d  the early part of 1759. 
The t o w  a t  its meeting, blarch 5, 1759, refused 
to exempt soldiers froin taxation. I n  March, 4760, 
the town appropriated E 3  to carry on a cl~ildkn'r 
reading-school in the south'west part of the tom. 
Deil~011 I m c  Steanis was appointed by the select- 
men to engge a nliool~nistress for the noktherly 
portiou of the town, aid.it wns agreed to h v e  a 
grammar-~l~ool master teach one y narter in 'the 
school-liouse. Tlre wife of George Lawreklce nns 
selected by Dencon Steams, and we may assume 
that she wns tlie first regularlr nppiiitedvfemale 
teacher in tile tows. 111 Ausust, 1760, the Gen- 
eral Court assig~ied to \\'altl~am four more of the 
French Keuttls. 111 1781 grants n'ere made to 
Joriatl~al~ Livermore, Samuel ITilliams, a t~d  J u h ~  
\Tyetli for tencl~ii~g school. It was voted (Sep 
tember 14) to build a workl~ouse ou tlie ' t n d  of 
tlie towr near Da~~ie l  Iiarrington's. As 31r. liar- 
ringtoll, bctween the years 1746 and 1761, kept a 
tavern near the junction of Main and South streets, 
the workhouse was probably located ill that im- 
mediate viciaity. At tlie Septembek meeting the 
town appointed tlie selectme11 a cdmmittee to re- 
ceive subscriptions to dcfnp the expense of build- 
ing a bridge over the Cl~arles River, near the Inout11 
of k s r e r  Brook, and to join with a com~~littee of 
tile to\vn of I\'e\vton in seeing to its 6uilding. 
\\Tardens were elected for tlie first' time this year, 
\Vllliam Coolidp and Elijnli Lis-ermore o c h p ~ i ~ g  
those lmsitio~ls. The following !ear (1782) 11a.y- 
wards were elected for the first time, and Jds~ah 
blixer and Samuel Gale were chosen b~ the town 
to serve in that capacity. Samuel \I-illinms aud 
hlrs. Clark sere p i d  for teachilie scbool, and a 
committee chosen *to prosecute a? IEEOII r h o  had 
broken or sl~ould b m k  ally glass in the school or 
meeting house. 

111 l7OS the. instructors of youth for tile t m n  
were three females, - Mrs. Lowrc~~w, a danghter of 
IYillinm Coolidge, a ~ ~ d  a dhugl~ter of Lois &k; 
and one male teacher, Snmuel Williams. Ihr ing 
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1765 the wars, which for so &any p m  had been * between Eugland indFrntrce; %-ere termirtated 
by th treaty of Paris. It is quite worth our while 
to k i e w  so far as we ckn' the pnrt Waltlmm took 
ia these .struggles, since these conflicts proved the 
training-whool for the soldiers of the Revolution, 
and the expenses incident to their prosecution the 
entering wedge in the division of the governments 
of the t w b  countries. The excise tax which the 
t o m  'fa 175.4 desired might " not be negatived" 
was an hutgrowth of it, and athe Stamp Act, against 
which the whole colony a few yean after vigorously 
protested, was another of its fruits. But it gave 
our hardy yeomen military experieuce and training, 
and taught them that the men they h d  fought by 
the side of i t  wars with a foreign foe would not be 
their supenon in coumge, prowess, or skill when 
opposed to them in tlte. ranks of their enemies. 
While the town records abouud in military titles, 
it ib doubtful wl~etller these were won at the an- 
nual training oron the battle-field. We find, how- 
ever, among the heroes of the Be'volution, quite a 
number of the names of those who were veterans 
in the old French and Indinn wars. 

I n  the stnte records we find better evideuce of 
lh'aIt1inm's share in the colo~lial troubles. In 1740 
we kd that Ebenezer Bigelow - husbandman - 
mu in Ce'ptain Stephen Richad's compally. In  
1744 Captain John Cuttisg's name appears 6n the 
muster-rolls. I n  1748 Knthan Jlorse and John 
Barnard were in Captaiu John Catlin's compnny at 
Fort Shirley. But in 1756 and 1757 the names 
follow in rapid successioa In Captain Ebenezer 
Learned's company i a s  Ellsign Robert Smith, aged 
twenty-eight, boni in TValtham, elllisted in Worces- 
ter. Ib Captain Ti~notl~y Houghton's company 
were the following, all volunteers, from Waltham : 
Lieutenant Ebenezer Brown, Sergent~t W~lliam 
Cox, Clerk Jonas Cutter, Comet Jonatllan Peirce, 
Privates John Dean, Pllinens Steams, Josepl~ Wel- 
liugton, Thomas IVellingto~~, ITilliam Benjamin, 
Daniel Fisk, Abraham Hitl, Abijah Brown, Thomas 
Harrington, I w c  Glenson, Josiah \Thitney, and 
David Fisk. I n  Captaiu Benjnmin Bnllard'a com- 
p n y  wns William Cummiap of TTaltkam. I n  
Cabtain Livermoreys compnp, of the Crown Point 
expedition, were Abnham Gwgorp, aged fifty-two 
years, and hbijnh Gregory, sgcd seventeen years, 
both born in Weston, but credited in TValthamJs 
quota. Benjamin Lawrence and Tl~omas Hammond 
also ?wed in the army. So much for 1756. I n  
1757 Jonathan Prirce is a corporal iu Caytai 

Houghto~l's company. In Captain William Bart- 
lett'a compny William Livermore i s  ensig, Lwac 
Glenson sergeant, Jolln Dean corporal. In  the 
roll of Calhin Cheerer's comlmap, Elisha &sting 
of \hltlinm is set clown as a deserter. The billet- 
ing-roll of Cnpthin Jonathan Brown's company, 
Colonel I\'illinm8s regiment, contains the follouiq 
IValtlurm names : Josinh hrnard, h c  COF, John 
Whiteliead, Xicholps Lines, IVilIiam Cox, Ihvid 
Standley, Timothy Flog, Abrnlinm Sandenon, 
Lowden Priest, Jonu S t e n d ,  ITilliam Graves, 
Jo11n ITrellington, John Wellington, Jr., and Phin- 
eas Stenna, and in the muster-roll of Captain 
Brown's cornpony, in the expedition for the rednc- 
tion of Canndn, appear again the uames of Priest, 
Sta~~dley, Sanderaon, Steams, Stewed, the t i o  
lVellingtons,Cory,Pik, Flngg, Barnard,\\-hiteltead 
(corporal), Cox (sergeant) ,Graves (senpant), and in 
addition Trueworthy Smith and Jedididi White. 

In  Mny, 1764, the town chose Jonas Dix as ib 
representative, after a continuous service of four- 
teen years, and a total service of seventeen ears  
from Samuel Livermore. Mr. Dix held tire offim 
for fifteen consecutive years, and altogether eigh- 
teen years, representing the t o m  (save in 1779 and 
1782), evidently to its acceptance, d u r i ~ ~ g  die en- 
tire period when the colonies were pssing through 
the transition from national youth to manhood. 
An account of the valuation of the town a t  this 
time gives the following results: Houses, 94; 
families, 107; mnles under 16 years of age, 145; 
females under 16  years of age, 162 ; males above 
16, 169; females above 16, 174; negroes and 
mulattoes, mnles 8, females 5. Total popula- 
tion, 663. The number of slaves owned is put at 
14, althougli the annexed list fails to present so 
many : Jacob Big(e)low owned 1 ; Samuel Gale, 
1 ; Isaac Pierce, Jr., 1 ; Nathan Brown, 2 ; Sam- 
uel Woodburn, 1 ; William Goodhue, 8 ; Josiah 
Bronn, 1 ; John Clark, 1. Pa~ment  was ordered 
by the selectmen for the following scl~ool-teach- 
ers : Thomas Fisk's daughter, Joseph Hagar, 
Jr.3, rife, Joseph Bemis' wife, George Lawrena's 
wife, Hopestill Bent's dan~llter-ill-law, Jonathan 
Snnclerson, Jr.'s, wife, John Dix's daughter, 
Ebenezer Brown's son, and to Samuel Williams, - 
the female teachers receiving 4iS each. Whether 
these were all employed during the immetliatelj 
p d i n g  pear, or whether some of the payments 
are for older debts, is uncertain. In  March of the. 
following year (1765) it was voted by the town 
that the grammar school should be 8 mo- 



*boo1 daring the. remainder of the year. Leoeard 
Williams and Elijah Brown were school-teachers. 
Of the gmnC of Si41 for educotio~~al purposes, 
made in September, £12 was for the womcn's 
schools. The whole rum appropriated for town 
aftaim in this year was & 161 2s. 7d. 
- 111 1766, a dispute having arise11 between Wes- 

ton and IFaltham in regard to t b  bou~dary line, 
a committee was chosen to see the line rectified 
and confinned by the Geueral Court. Elijah 
Bmwn still continued to serve the toan as a 
schoolmastet, and held tlie psitioa until Septem- 
ber, 1769. In  December (2X), 1767, the town 
voted to adopt similar measures to those approved 
by Roston, "to promote Industry, economy and 
manufacturing." . Nulnerous meetings were held 
duri~lg the year 1767;to take action in regard to 
buildiag a new meeting-house, and oile was finally 
contracted for, to cost f 642 13s. 4d. In March, 
1769, the workliou~ was, by vote df the torn, 
sold, tlw sum paid for it being £100 2s. 8d. 
Jonas Dix's son' Jonas was engaged to keep the 
acl~ool beginning in September; he Ileld tlie p s i -  
tion of teacher of tlie gnlnrnar school until 1772, 
when he resigned because of ill health. Tlle town 
voted at its September meeti~ig to build a Inrge 
school-house Itear tlie old otie, but took no meas- 
ures to carry out its vote. The year 1769 is 
notnble in the to\rnYs liistary for two occur- 
rences: lst, it way the last year (snve ia 1784) in 
tnhicl~ sriae were permitted to run at large; 
2d, the practice of warning out of town persona 
who came without appreat means of support was 
discontinued. 

111 March, 1770, the tonn granted money and 
appointed a committee to carry out its vote of the 
previous year in regard to tlie new scliool-house, 
atid also or r led  tlie old one to be repaired. 
Among die articles in tlie \varrart for this meeting 
was one 'r To know t l~e  mind of tlie town whether 
they will concur wit11 the respectable Towns of 
Boston a ~ d  Cl~arlestoari in refhsilig to ~~urcliase 
any goods whatever of tlrose persons a110 prefer- 
ring tlieir o1r.11 private Interest to that of the l'ub- 
lic still col~tinuir~g to Import G o d s  from Brittai~i 
contrary tb the ngreeniel~t of t l~e  Patriotic Iner- 
cl~a~lts." Swaction was taken on this article. In 
1771 a son of Josiali Dro\vn was teacllw of one of 
the scbools,'of wllicl~ tl~cre vere foiir besides the 
grammar wl~ool. During this year Piewton-Street 
bridge was rebuilt, and the committee, in renderitlg -. 
& bill for semi-, items 113 mugs and 1 l~itcher 

of flip ; 10  quarts and 40 mugs of cider ; 3 pinta ,of 
rum and 1 bowl of W d y  ; dbiners, etc., -amount-. - 
ing to L52 7s. 1 A (e6 19s. 7A., lawful moqey). 
111 1772 IVilliam Fisk xna engaged to teach tbs 

I grammar shoo1 in place of Jonas Dix, .Jr., m- 
signed. Bfisa Ruth Russell nnd Jonathan Ham- 
mond'r daughter were also of tlie number of 
teachers. 

We come now to tlie period wlien the seeds of 
revolution, sowed by tlie framers of tlre Stamp Act 
and.its kiudrecl impsitiom, nre beginning to thrud 
their. shoots tlirough the stratum of loyalty wliich 
has hitherto held tJtem in check, a1.d from this 
time tlie growtl~ is rapid and fruition speedy and 
corpplete. On tile 25th of Jolluar;v, 1773, at 8 

meeting of the tosn, a letter was read from the 
torn of Boston to tlie selectmen complainiilg of the 
grievances tlie colonists had suffered and were sqf- 
fering, ~mrticularly those of the hIassachueetts by. 
Tlie letter also set forth tlie natural, civil, and 
religious riglits of the people. Tlie town chose 
Samuel Livennore, Esq., Jonas Dix, Esq., Capein 
Abijali Bmwn, Leonard \Yilliams, Esq., and Dea- 
con Isaac Steams a committee to draw up and 
consider a vote in answer. At the Nay'(lOtli) 
meeting of the town a letter was read setting fo* 
tlie barbarous, unchristian, uld inhumall practicp 
of African slavery. This matter was referred to 
tlie represeiitative, to nct tlierein accordiug to his 
discretion. In hiarch, 1774, the t o \ n ~  voted 
build a new wllool-house tiear tlie meeting-house. 
Tlie committee to whom the details were intrusted 
reported, in Septemher, the work accomplid~ed at 
an exl~nse of fj 81 5s. 3rl. Jouas Dix was w e d  
representative in May, and Jacob Bigeloa in  8ep- 
tember. The eelectnien ordered four half-barrels 
of powder, 450 weight of bullets, and 300 flints, 
to complete tlie town's stock of ammunition. On 
tlie 30th of September the town chose Captain 
Abijah Broaa, Leonard Williams, Esq., and Cap 
tain Jonatllan Brewer a committee to droft in- 
structions to tlieir representative in regard to 
what coum he should pursue on the question of 
the General Court's reso1:inp itself into a proviq- 
cinl congress. In the mean time a convention of 
dele~ates from tlie to\rns of hliddlws County had 
been lieltl at Concord, and among other things rec- 
ornm~aded tbe lioldi~~g of a pro\:incial congress at 
that town, and that each town diould aplmiut a 
committee of correspondence in order,-as the w a r  
rnnt for the Walthatn tom-meeting said, "that 
other Touns when they seid out on nly Emer- 



&nc, may L o w  r h o  to seud to and thnt said 
committee upon any emergency may send to other 
t om ' s  Committees." hecodi~~gly,  at a meting 

. PQ thq 3d of October theatown elected Mr. Jacob 
Biblow delegate to the congress, and Captain Wil- 
'b ~ o b l i d ~ ,  Dencon Elijah Livermore, Captain 
AbijahBrown, Lientala~~t  Abijal~ Child, and Ensign 
Abmlrnm Peire  a committee of mfety. (In tlie list 
of delwtes ou tile nt the State House -oiiZe hIis- 
cellanegus (1 - 135) - IVatertown has three dele- 
gates, Newton tkree, Sudbury two, Weston three, 
Liopln two, Wnltham tro. \Tnltlurm's two are 
Mr. Jacob Bigelow and Cnptain Eleazer Brooks.) 
~ ' t l r e  32th of Dece~nber a town-meeting wns lieltl, 
"To take illto serious Cousiderntio~~ the Associa- 
tion of the gmnd '11nerican Continental Congress, 
and according to their ksolkes to clioose a Com- 
mittee to atte~itivel~ observe that said Asshiation 
be punctually aud strictly carried into Execution." 
Jonas Din, Esq., Conlet Nntl~ar~iel Bridge, and 
Deacon Elijnli Lawrence were clime11 a committee 
for that purpose. 111 Kovember, 1774, the town 
voted to take domi the old scl~ool-house, and build 
one at the northwest part of the town. 

~ p & b l ~  to a recommendation of the Provin- 
cia1 Congress, the voters of the town convened on 
the 9th of January, 1775, to determi~~e nlrnt 
should be doue in regrtl to enlisting minute-men, 
m d  it was voted to be the mi11t1 of the tokn that 
cr they will all be prepred and stand d y  erluipt 
EJ minute-meti." At the same meeting Jonns Dix, 
Esq., was elected delegate to tlre Provi~icial Con- 

to be I~olden at Cambridge ill February. In 
March the to~vn voted to pay the money collceted 
for taxes to Hehry Gardner, Eqq., treasurer of the 
provir~cial governmeat. Tlie selectmen, in the 
m e  Gonth, nplminted s committee to take aa 
exact state of the town's ammunition, and report in 
writing. Notl~iag appenrs in the town reconis to 
i l l d i d  the straggles at Lexington atid Concord, 
and it is dificult to determine l ~ o a  many of JVal- 
thnm's sons took p r t  in those conflicts, but some 
hre  there. David Smith, an appientice to Pl~ineas 
Stearus, was wounded by the bursting of his gull 
at Lexington, a ~ ~ d  dbrnm Child, a ~mtiw-e of Wal- 
tl~am, took part in the pursuit of the retreating 
English soldiery. On the dny following tliesc 
skirmishes the Ce~itrnl Coinmittee of Correslm~~d- 
enb issued a s t i r r i~~g appenl to .the sub-committees 
of the colony, which concluded i the= words: 
"We beg & entrent t l~at  ns you will answer to , 
your Country to your Consciences and above all 

as yoti r i l l  a n s m  to God himself, that you mnU 
haste11 and encouhge by all possible bfeans the 
E~llistment of llen to form tlre Army." At a meet- 
ing of tlie selettmnen, May 13, tlrey tlelivered to each 
of the followi~~g men a good bln~rket, i acconlonce 
with the " Recornmeadation of the Provi~icial Cou- 
gress, they being i~tlistetl into the Service of the 
hIa~wchusetts, for the &frace of tlw Liberties of 
America ": Elillllolet Hasti~lg, Jonns Lawrence, 
Elijrh Cutting, Elislrn Cox, IYilliam Lock, S n m d  
Roberts, Jol111 Glyna, Josiali Conven, Cutting 
Clnrk, Abrnl~nm Parkburst, Matthew P e i ~ ,  Jooiah 
Be~nis, Jr., Daniel JYnrren, Elijali M d ,  &noel 
hlulliken, Amos Fiske, Zechnriah \Veston, Job 
Priest, David, Smith, Benjamin Gallop, Amoe Hat. 
rington, G e o p  IVelli~lgton, Micah Bumpo (negro), 
Jot~ns Smith, Jr., John Tiles, Josiab Lovett, Eli- 
slia Harrington, Habakkuk Stianis, J e s e  C d e l l ,  
Nathan Wr$l~t, Asn Gould, Bnnleel IVrigl~t, 
Abijnh Fisk, Rufus Stacey, Isaac Bimis, Elblm 
Stearu~, Reuben lhnis, Timothy Flaa,  Eliphalet 
Warren, hloses Warren, William Syrague, Thad- 
deus Child, 'Andrew Henjamin, JOIIII Sjmms, a ~ ~ d  
Edmund Lock. In lfay Jacob Bigelow arm chmn 
to tile Provincial Co~~gress, ar~d in July ard An- 
gust Joi~as Dix filled tile some position. d pro- 
test ngainst Dix being allowred l~Lr eeat it1 the Chn- 
gress, signed by twe~~ty-s i~  citize~~s, a p p n  ill tlre 
state records, the coml,loinants alleging that Ibis 
election *as illegnlly procured, inasmucl~ as Ile 
used Iris i~~fluence to proliihit the votes of such of 
tlic men serving i r  the army as were k110m-n to 
be opposed to him. 111 the troublous t i~nw of tlie 
early breaking out of the Revolution neighbor 
seemed to eye ~~eigllbor somerlmt askaat, at1d 
every suspicion was intensified by tlie fever of the 
times. Of tlrt nnmlxr of the suspected was one 
do1111 Blilliquet, a tavern-keeper, whose wife, having 
a child in Boston, lmswd tlirougl~ the lilia, and ob- 
tailled it, and returned, ant1 ans thougl~t to have fur- 
tiislled i~~formntion to the memy. The selectmen, 
however, in their reply to the Centmi Committeeof 
Cormpo~~dence, clean4 the family of tile c lmw ; 
i n  fact, Milliquet uas licensed as an innbolJer ti* 
folloait~g year as a person friendly to his cou~~try. 
A~~other  suspected one- suspected by his OW-,, 

neigl~bors - wmw, singularly euough, Lieutellant 
Colo~~el -1bijah Rrowu. l'he selectmen, in a letter 
to tlie Provincial Congress in Map, rccum B~~ 
of slil~~clering the Congress, thlrrtening tlmt t b  
army woultl rebel ngirict its authorit?, etc. The 
committee aplwrirted by Coi~gress to emmine into 



the charges campletely exonerate Colonel Brown, 
and tunl,the tables on those wl~o have de~~osnced 
liim to the. selectmen. It1 a letter to the Board of 
War, dated May 19, 1775, Brown writes tllat lie 
has removed the cai111o11 under his charge at Wal- 
t l~am to \\'aterto\vn, and delivered them to the 
Committee of Safety, " a ~ ~ d  d~a l l  have my company 
in readineta to marc11 to Cambridge to-morrow 
morning." 111 June tile Provincial Co~igress recom- 
mends that Brown, who is holding the position of 
lieutenant-colonel under Colonel TToodbriJge, be 
commissioned, and on the 23d of that month 
be acknowledges tlie receipt of his commission. 
Another unfortunate had inadvertently b~jught n 
few peunds of tea, but was speedily made to realize 
his offence. Of the part taliell by the men of Wal- 
tham a t  Bunker Hill there appqrs to be no rec- 
ord, rave here and there an item tellii~g of some 
one wounded or eome one lasing a gun or nccou- 
trements. Captain Jouatl~an Brewer was among 
those wounded, and Elipllalet IIastings lost a 

. bayonet. I t  is probably safe to infer t l~at  the 
entire number enulncrntetl as enlistcd were irl that 
battle. 

At the meeting held Alarch 18, 1776, bptain 
IJ-tllia~o Coolidge, Ti~omaa \Vell~ngton, and Lieuten- 
ant Samuel Steams were cirosen the committee of 
correspondence. 111 tlre warrant tliis committee llas 
a lw tlie terms " inspection " and " safety." This 
was in accordance wit11 a m i r e  of the G c ~ ~ e n l  
Court, February IS, 1770, uniti~lg the time com- 
mittees in one, and directing the annual cl~oice by 
the several towns. Tl~ose familiar with tlie colo- 
nial history of tl~is period will remember the rilany 
difficulties tlmt tile colo~iists hbored under througli 
lack of ealtptre, and its manufacture was urged 
upon the people. At the llarcli Geeting tlie ton21 
chose Jacob Biplowv, Samuel Hnrrinpton, and 
Elislia Cutter a co~n~nittee to inquire into the 
feasibility of ma~lufacturing it in private families 
in I\-~ltlinm. At tile meeting in Jlay (27th) Jo- 
nas Dis, Esq., was cl~osai wpresentative, and at 
the same meetill?, " tlie qllestion being put to know 
the mind of the Totr11 wl~ther  t h q  will odviw 
their Reprcseiitatire that if tlie Ho~~onh le  Con- 
gress sl~nuld for the Safety of tlle unitetl Colonies 
Declare them Indepnde~~ t  of the Kingdom of 
G m t  nr~tnin the!. the snit1 Inl~abitnnts will Sol- 
emly enpgc nit11 their lives and fortunes to support 
them in tlie mensun.. Aild it pa9sed in tile nffirma- 
tive." At n mert i~~g held June 25 tile town voted 
to excuse from paying a bounty tax those wlio had 

served in the army or who sbould join the Canad. 
expedition. A bounty of k6 68. 8d. was voted $I 
each uon-commissinnd'ofiicer and private enliithig 
for that expedition. A committee to .ahom the 
rnisi~~g and disbursi~lg of tliis bounty ms intrubted 
reported the followil~g names of recruits: 
Coolidge, Ezra Yeirce, John Gleasoon, Elisha ~ i v & -  
more, IYilliam Hagr ,  John Ilagar, Josiah: Sander- 
son, Edward Brown, Elias Hastings, Eli Jones, 
Abijah Brown, Jr., Benjamin Ellis, Isaiih Ed& 
" for my R'egro," Jqsiah TQer, David $teams, 
J o ~ t b ~ i  Steams, Abijali Fisk, Jol~n Lawrence, 
Samuel Gale, Jr., Samuel Bigelor, Stephe4 WiIl- 
man, Eliplialet Hastings, h'atllau Sander+< John ! .  . Elicliadson. 

The cou~mil of the colony liaviiig ordered a 
printed copy of the Declaratio*of Independ'ace 
to be sent to the minister of each p h h ,  of every 
denomination, and by him to be re+d im~nediately 
after tlie close of tbe service of the Sabbath folloy- 
ing its receipt, the copies then to'be delivered to 
the. town clerks, and by them entered on tbe t o rn  
or disthct records, "there to remain as n perpetual 
Afemorial thereof," we find it cbpied at length 
in tile records of tllis period. On tile 28th of Oe- 
tober the, town refused to give its snuction to the 
formation and enactment of a state constitution. 
In December tlic following named men uvre en- 
listed for \\-altl~am, under Captain Bhney, h~ Col& 
nel Thatcher's rcgimeut, for tliree moi~tl~e :, ~ a r n u d  
I,ufIiin, Solomon Ke~es, John Glode, J amb  Davis, 
JTillinm Cl~ambers, Timotl~y Brown, Samuel Luf- 
kin, Jr., Timothy Farrar, Tristrnn~ Davidso~~, J e w  
miah T\'illiams, Lemuel Wheeler, . At+ Parker.. 
The school-teachers paid during this "year were 
William Fisk and Paul Litchfield. 

On tile 3d of Irarcli, 1777, tile t o m  ?-elected 
the some men for its committee of correspondence, 
and a committee was cboseu to devise .some equita- 
ble manner of proportioning tile assessments levied 
on accou~it of filfiag maltham's quotas in the 
army. In l lny Representative Dix was instruded 
to join wit11 otlier members of tile Ge~~cral G u r t  
(if he el~ould tliink proper) in the formatigq of 
" sncli a Constitution of Government, ns he shall 
Judge best C.llcnlated to &mote the 11nl)piwrw of 
this State.; and when co~npleatcrl cause the same 
to bc printrd in all the h t o n  R'ers Pape%.and 
nlso in llancl bills, one of a l ~ i c l ~  to be tnnsmittecl 
to tlie srlectmen of enc11 Town, or the Committee 
of each Plantation, to be by them laid before their 
respective Tom~s  or Plantations, rt a regular mat- 
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hg of &e Inhabitants thereof, Zo be called for that 
purpose ; in order to its being by each Town and 
Plantation duly considered." Jonas Dix, Jr., and 
William Fisk tauglit school during the gem. - 

On the 9th of February, 1778, a meeting was 
held, at  which " tlie .lrticles of Cor~fedemdon and 
perpetual Unio11 between the United States of 
America was read to the Town and m a t u ~ l p  con- 
sidered by them, the Tovnr unanimously agreed 
that the mid plnu of Confederacy is well adapted 
for the securiug the Freedom, Sovereignty, aud 
Independence, of the United States of America," 
d the representntive was instructed to vote that 
the state delegates be authorized to ratify that in- 
strument in C o u p s .  At tlie Jlarcli nleetiiig Xat- 
tliias Collins, Lieutennut k c  &gar, and Peter 
Ball were chosen committee of correspo~~de~ice, ill- 
spection,, and safety. I11 May Abner Sanderson 
was obosen representative. 011 the vote to ratify . the state oonstitution the town stood six in favor, 
twentybtwo opposed. On the 28th of September 
a committae was cl~osen "to Estimote ahnt each 
one had done in the war by Beariug Arms Person- 
ally or their paying money to &courage others to 
do the same & proportioning the eame by a Tnx 
upon the Polls aud Estatesaf the Torn," etc. This 
. oommittee reported on the 19th of October. lu 
their report they give tlie following names of the 
thirty men which \Vnltl~nm sent for the eight 
monthsJ campaign ; Coloilel Jonatliaii Brewer, Ch1- 
one1 Abijab Brown, Captain Abijah Child, Captain 
Abrnm Child, Lieutenant OLiver Nagr,  Captaiu 
Jededinh Thayer, Josiali Convers, Elislla TVel- 
lington, Lieutenant Isaac Bemis, David Smith, 
George Wellington, Reubeu Bemis, Josiali Beu~is, 
Jr., Amos Fisk, Abijah Fisk, Timothy Flagg, 
Jonas Lawrence, Williani Lock, Jovial1 Lenverett, 
Fdmund Look, Elisha Steanls, Daniel Warren, 
Thadtleus \Vellingtou, khar ia l i  \Ireston, Eliplialet 
Warren, Amos Harrington, Moses IVnrren, Charles 
Warren, 3Xoses hlead, Jr., nnd Fnncis Brewer. 
These the committee judged sLould lmve £ 3 128. 
each. The town sent iuue two-~nontlis rneu to tile 
Cambridge lines, namely : Lieutena~~t Isnac Bemis, 
Josinh Wiar, Samuel Gale, Jr.,. Samuel Goodin, 
Plipem Wnrren, Jr., Jolln Kidder, Joel IIar- 
rington, Thaddeus Goodiu, and Ebenezer Pliillips ; 
they sliould receive 18s. hcli. Captain Abijah 
Child, Josinh Cotrrers, Josiali Bernie, Jr., Captain 
Jdediali Tlin~er, Joltas Lairrence, Tlinddeus Wel- 
lington, and Ed~nund Lock went into Ca~lnda ; t l iq  
ahould be allowed f 15 each. Colonel Jo~mtbau 

Brewer, Captain Abraham Child, William h k ,  
'and Jonas Fock were in the service in the Jemys 
in 1776, losing bggnge, etc. ; they should be al- 
lowed g4 eacli. Captain L w c  GGlson, Lieuten- 
ant John Clark, J o ~ ~ a s  Dix, Jr., Josiah Sandenon, 
Nathan Sanderson, IYilliam Bdgi, Elisha Liver- 
more, Jr., Josepll Hagr,  Jr., William Hapr ,  JOM- 
tlian Steanls, Ephraim IInmmond, John Lawreme, 
Samuel Gale, Joli~l Gleason, Samuel Bigelor, atd 
Abijah Liver~nore, clioosing to hire rather than gived 
persolla1 service, paid dli each above tlie regular 
bount~  ; Captain Gleason and Epliraim Hammond 
refused the town's bouetp, nnd paid k 12 6s. 8d. 
eacli. Colo~~el Abijah Brovn, Jonathan Hagar. Jo- 
siah Wier, Stephen Wellman, Ezra Peirce, David 
Steams, Edward Brown, and John Coolidge, re- 
ceivii~g only tlie state and toun bonuby, should be 
albwetl A6 each to put them on the same terms 
as the otliers. Deacon Elijah Livemore, Amw 
Brown, and Jonathan Fisk each paid &6 to pro- 
cure me11 to go to the " lilies at Boston." Leou- 
nrd Williams, Esq., Captain Isaac Gleason, Bees- 
lee1 Flagg, JIattliias Collins, Lieutena~it Samuel 
Steams, Daniel Cutting, Deacon Jollu Sandemon, 
Ephraim Peirce, Pbineas Lawrence, X a t h n  Viles, 
and Zachariah Smith procured mcu to go to White 
Plains, and Lieuteuant Isaac Hagar and 1-saac 
Parkhurst go in person; each should be allored 
E 10. Ensign Samuel Hnrrington, Jacob Bigelow, 
Samuel Gale, Josiah Mixer, Captain Abraha~n 
Peirce,.Peter Ball, John Dumnt, David Toansend, 
Captain ITilliam Coolidge, knjami i  Stmtton, 
Benjamin Green, and Elijali Livermore each pnid 
E 6 ; Jonas Dix, Esq., Deacou Jonatl~a~i Sandersoa, 
Cornet Xathauiel Bridp, Lieutenant Daniel Child, 
Jonas Smith, Joln~ Dix, Jonas Brown, Jososiah TThit- 
ney, Abrnlmm Bemis, Thomns Fisk, Jonathou h u -  
derson, Jr., and JIoses Jlend, 5 5  each; Elisha 
Livermore, E 10 ; Elulia Cutler, L 14; a~ul Joseph 
IVellington, k3, to procure Waltlam's quota 
towards reillforcing the anny, aud should be allwed 
these respective sum*. Lieuternlit Isaoc h i s ,  
Joseph 13ro\vn, Elislta Steams, E z n  Peirce, David 
Steams, George Steams, Tlroddeus Bemis, Jonathan 
Smith, Elijali Smith, Timotlly F l a g ,  Charles 
Cutter, Josiali Hastings, - Flagg, J o ~ ~ a t b u  
Sanderson, 3d, aud Samuel Green weut to the Dor- 
chester Hills atid Bostoii lines ; tlmt service being 
easv, the committee tliiuk 20s. encli sllould be al- 
lowed. Warliam Cuslriiig, Jilllies Priest, and k 1 1 -  

jamin Ragar each hired .a Inan to serve for t l lm 
years or the war; each should be allowed 630.. 



The following named individunls contributed the 
same annexed to hire men to serve in the army : 
William Brown, \Yilliam Wellington, E1eaz.a 
Bndshaw, Jonas Clrild, Isaac Peim, Silas Steams, 
lsaae Stearns, Jr., Joshaa Steams, Samuel Fisk, 
and - Ablwr Sariderson, E 10 each .; T\'illiam Fisk, 
h u m  Clrild, Jr., and JVilliam Coolidge, Jr., E8 
each ; Joseph Wellington, E 7 ; C o r ~ ~ e t  Katllaniel 
Bridge, &muel Peirce, Jo~ias  Dix, Esq., Jonas 
Smith, Moses Alead, Jonns Viles, Captoill Wil- 
liam :Coolidge, Urialr Cuttiug, David Townseud, 
John Duknt, Peter Ball, Benjamin G m r ,  arid 
Elijah hwrence, EO each ; George. Latvrence, 
Samuel Dix, Joel Dix, Jbsiah llastings, Josiah 
Whit-ney, Abraham Bemis, Thomas Fiuk, Joeatlun 
Dix, Ephraim Peirce, Jonatlmn Sar~demn, &l, ru~d 
Thomas Livermore, L5 each; Captai~i John Clark, 
Jonathan Fisk, Josiall Silndersoa, Abijali Liver- 
more, Peter Warren, and Elisha. Cutler, s 4 each; 
Abraham Demis, Jr., Deaco~r Jonathan Sondenon, 
and Daniel Child, £3 each ; Jonas B m n ~ ,  Amos 
Brown, Willinm Bridge, Jonas Dis, Jr., a~rd Dan- 
iel Taylor, & 2  .each ; and Yliineas b~vrencc, fj 1. 
L i e u t e k t  Lanc Bemis, Joms Lawreuce, and 
Jacob &lead went to - Rhotle Elaud ; they should 
have 86 each. Daniel Stearns, Abralmnr Bemis, 
Jr., Ephmim Peirce, Jr., Thaddeus Bernis, alld 
'l'haddeus Goodwin were drafted to go to Benning- 
ton, and either rent or wilt some one; for tlreir 
service they should have E80 1 a. 1 Id, each, ex- 
clusive of what they received. Tlie sums ar~riesed 
to the-following names were paid "at  that time to 
Eucourage those that turned out nad went ": Dea- 
co11 Elijah Livennore, Leonard l\'illiams, Samuel 
Gale, and Isaac Pnrkliurst, La0 each ; Ensign 
Josiah Bemis, & 10 ; Pliineas Lawre~rce and Josliua 
Mead, 2 6 ;  J o ~ ~ a s  Dix, Eq. ,  J o ~ ~ a s  Dix., Jr., Joel 
Dix, Jouatllan S t a r ~ ~ s ,  Cornet Xntlrnniel Bridge, 
William Bridge, Abralram Bemis, Jacob Bemie, 
Captaiu John Clark, Silm Stemis, Daniel Steanis, 
Jonathan .Saadersor, Stl., Josiali Iisstiags, Abijah 
Livennore, Tl~amas Livermore, J o l ~ a  Lawre~rce, 
bIoses blend, a~id Josl~ua Stcan~s, k. 5 e;lclr ; Jacob 
Bigelow, Samuel Yeirce, John S311tlerson, Peter 
Mes, Jolut1~11 Fisk, Arnos l'eirce, Joaas Smirl~, 
aud ' Josiah S~~~ilersori, k.1. eacl~ ; Diivid S~nitlr, 
Katha11 Yiles, \\-illii~m Fisk, &~cIiarial~ Smith,-JOILW 
Vilre, and Iwac Prime, L3 caclr ; and l'eter I\-ar- 
reu, Lieutelra~~t Daniel Clrild, Elislra Liveniiorr, Jr., 
n~id Kntl~an Sn~~clersan, 6 2 c.;lcl~ ; which slrould 
be nlloud. JTillialn Peirce and lloses hwreuce 
served at Dorchester Uillv tlrree montlis; they 

should liave t 10 each. Lieutenant Samuel S t a r ~ j  
Samuel Steams, Jr., Abijalr Bigelow, Amos Har- 
rington, Abijah Fisk, Reuben Bemis, George Law- 
rence, and Elisha Stealas rent in Kovember, 1777, 
'<to guard the troops of Couvention," serving nljtil 
April, 1778; they slrould receive E30 each. . (ISlp 
tain Abraham Peim, William Coolidge, Jr., Ben; 
jamin Harrington, Jr., John Bright, Amos Fisk, 
bfoses Warren, Jolin Perry, Thomas Hoppens, and 
Bezaleel Flagg, who rent  iu January hs t  to perfor* 
the same duty, should be nllowd 8 1 6  each; and 
Jonas Child, Zechariah Smith, Kat han Sand-, 
Elisha Livermore, Jr., Joshua Stearns, Daniel 
\\'nrren, Jd in  Laurence, I m c  Child, Jr., Isaao 
Peirce, Jo9eph Brown, and Josiah Hastings, Jr., 
for similar senice sliould receive L 12 6r., exclusive 
of rliat they hare had and are to  receive. Lieu4 
tenant Isaac Hagr ,  Jol111 Gleason, Samuel Bigelon; 
Eliphalet Warren, Alplieus Gale, Jonatlrarl Hagar, 
Eli Jonw, 3 1 0 ~ s  Mead, Jr., Josiah Learitt, J a m '  
than Sanderson, 3d, Amos Peirce, Jedediali White, 
Charles Cutter, and Jacob k m i s  vent to  the Bos- 
ton and Roxburv lines last spring, for which they 
are entitled to  £6 each. The following named 
persons paid the sums ~unexed to their names last 
spring "to fill the Continental Battalions and to 
secure the pnsses of the Korth River," namely : Cap . 
tain William Coolidge, John Dix, Jacob Bigelor, 
Ensign Samuel Harrington, Benjamin Hnrrington; 
Cornet Katlmniel Bridge, Eleazer Bradshaw, Joms 
Dix, Esq., El i~ha Livermore, Jonas Smith, nnd 
David Smitli, EZO each ; IVilliam Hagar, J h h  
Mixer, hfatthias Collins, hlr. Peirpont, and Deacon 
Elijali Livermore, 5 15 each ; Captaiii Isaac Glea- 
son, 212 58.; Elislia Cutler and A b ~ ~ e r  Snndemon, 
k 1 1 each ; Daniel Tajlor, Samuel Dix, Nathaniel 
Livermore, Uriali Cutting, David Totv~~send, Jolm 
Durant, Peter Boll, Chl)tain Abraham Peirce, John 
Glason, I3ezaleel Flugg, Da~ritl Cutting, Ephraiaa 
Hnmmond, knjiimin Stntton, Benjninin Green, 
Elijalt Lnrrrence, H j .  Kirnhll, Lclrariah Weston, 
Ebeuezer llrowa, Jo~ras Brown, Abrnlu~m Bemis, 
Captnin Jolrri Clark, I,icute~raut Da~rirl Child, Imno 
Child, Jolins Dix, Jr., IVilliam Wellington, Jo~u- '  
tlrnii Dix, Tliomas Fiek, Ju~iatlro~t Fiak, WiWiam 
Fisk, Snm~rel Fisk, Oliver ilaggett, JosiaI~IIn~tings, 
Tlro~nas Hammond, Abijal~ J,i\-ermore, Plrinear 
Lnwrcnce, Joshua Jlrad, blores hIead, Jonathan 
hridrrson, Jr., Jolr~r h n d e ~ o ~ i ,  Josiub h m l e m ,  
and Sntlre~r Tiles, k. I O each ; l k ~ ~ j a ~ n i n  Peirce, 29; 
and Peter Warreti L6 ; and the= snins shoukl be 
allowed them. William Adam, William Barlge, 
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lhcoa Amos Brown, Joel Dix,Thomos Livermore, 
Samuel Peirce, Ezra Peirce, Sila.. Steams, Daniel 
Steams, Jon- Viles, Josiali Vbi t~~ey,  Tl~omns 

.Welli~~gton, Jacob Ikmis, and Tlinddeus h ~ n i s  acl t  
paid 210  to hire mar to go to RItodc Island ill tlie 
.ummer of 1717, nud tlrese sums cpbduld be refunderl. 
Oeorge Stearns, Elijali Smith, Josepli Lock, JVil- 
r i m  Peirce, Samuel Gooden, and - Cobum 
reut  in July, 1778, #'to guard prisoners of Cali- 
vdution," and were sane fifteen days ; they should 
be allowed 24 each. Josiah Leavitt, Ephraim 
Poime,, Jr., Jonathan Smith, Peter Warren, and 
John Livermore were of tlie guard which escorted 
y k u e r s  to Rutland, aud for tldt service should 
receive E&encl~. Two men were also sent in the 
summer to guard prisoners until the 1st of Jan- 
aay ; there s!iould be allo*ed for them the ex- 
pense of hiring them, 270 (supposed). Four men 
aem sent for to guard the lines in and about 
Been until the 1st of January, 1779 ; two of 
them are h i d  nnd sent, m ~ d  are to receive 2 18 p r  
month, including their wagw ; this will cost about 
266 ;  the other two are drafted, and if tliey go or 
hire substitutes are to be paid at the same rate; 
,thL will amount to about E5J. Captain Abraham 
Peirce, Lieutenal~t Samuel Stearns, Ya~nuel Bigelow, 
Johu Glcason, Joel Harrington, Elisha Harrington, 
Elifi~letJVarren,Willia~ns Cusl~ing,Beznlrel F l ag ,  
Samuel Green, Samuel Sh rns ,  Jr., Jehu Liver- 
more, Nathan Lock, Jlmrham Cusl~ing, and Jona- 
than H q r  rent  to the lines at the ahrm in Au- 
gust, 1778; they should be allowed E$2 each. If  
it sliould appear that tbem mere other inhabitants 
of the town who had dotle service either in person 
or in money tlnriug tlie war, they should have the 
al lora~~ce made ili the feport in similar cases. The 
entire totul of these su~ns )is E3,:3OS 6s. 4d., which 
amou~~t  sl~ould be pmportio~led and assescpcd upon 
the renl and penonal a t e ;  those whose pyme~it  
as by flle above list is short of their acpsess~nent to 
make up the deficiency, and those wl~olle payment 
is in excess of the assessmet~t to be reimbursed 
"in case they will m i v e  it when offered!' The 
sum recommended by tlie committee was granted, 
but the voterrns sublleque~rtly reco~~sidered. James 
Ihmt t ,  coullty aput ,  a c k t ~ o w l ~ ~ e s ,  April 8, tlie 
receipt of trel~tj-fire sl~irts, t~re~~ty-five p i n  of 
sl~oes, and twenty-five p i n  of stockings from the 
select met^ of J\-nltlta~n for the army. This closes 
the record for 177s. 

At the regnlar nnn~lnl mceting in March, 
1779, Captain hbnrl~ain Peirce, Lieutenant Sam- 

uel Steams, and h c  Hagar were e M  corn- 
mittee of correspondence, and at  the May meeting 
Abuer Saademu nw cliosen repmntative, and 
he waa instructed, by a vote of tweuty-four to ten, 
to cast his ballot in favor of a new state coustitu- 
tion under similar rtstrictio~ls made under 1 p 
vious vote (see 1777). Ou the 18th of June a 
committee was cl~osen to hire meti for the army on 
the town's credit. A week later they meported but 
one man eugagtul, on accoiint of the high bounties 
demanded; the rneetiag~directed them thereupon 
to make the best terms the! could. A eonva~tion 
was held at Concord on the 14th of July to rep- 
late the p r im  of mercliandise. 011 the 2d of 
August the report of the cot~vention waa read at 
8 town-meeting in IValtIiam, and a committee of 
eleven chosen to carry out the vote af that body. 
On the 9th of August the committee reported the 
following scale of prices: Innholden, for a good 
meal of butcher's meat +ith vegehbleg, lea., if 
.with tea, 158.; West Indin Aip, 12s. per uug; 
bowl of toddy, lea.; for labor, haying a11d stone- 
wall work, 428. per day and found ; mechanics, 
with their own tools and found, 608.; for black- 
smith shoeil~g a hone, 2 4 ;  shoemakers, best 
men's shoes, 85  S a., women's L4 18.; tailors, 
makii~g a coat, 26, breeches, £3; weave=, weav- 
ing cottoa and linen shirting, 88. per pant ; hat- 
ters, for a good beaver, 832 10s.; farmers, Iray 
368. per cat., oats 36 s. per bushel, etc. Per- 
solis tnkirig more than above rates to have their 
nnmnks publisl~ed in the newspapers by the commit- 
tee of correspondence, inspection, and safety, in 
order that tliey may be dealt with according to 
Resolution 2 of the Concord Conve~rtion. I t  must 
be remembered, in considering these prices, that 
they are founded on a depreciating currency. On 
tile 16th of A u y s t  Jon- Dix. Eq., and Jol~a 
Clark were chosen delegates to the constitutional 
cottvention to be held at Cambridge, September 1. - 
Tlle town granted Jonas Dix, Esq., in behalf of 
the committee appointed to raise men for the 
army, £9,838. September 20, the town voted to 
llim four mpn to serve in the anny in Rhode 
bland, snd October 14, voted to hire eight men 
to reinfowe the army under General \lrasliington. 
In Noveinher t l~e  town granted e2,180 188. 6d. 
to tlefrny the eupnw of employing t h e e  men. 
In Jl11y tlie committtx rereportex1 having hired Jo- 
sin11 Wper, Eli .lone, Elisl~n Harringtor~, Thaddeus 
Goodin, al~d Ricl~nrd Hoppin at 3 1,540 each, and 
Habakkuk Stearns and Joseph Perq at $840 each. 



Another committee: reported .in h'ovember that 
they had borrowd' % 1,7 14, arid hire& Artemas 
Cox, Moses.Cummins, and Aaron Cummins to go 
.to Bhode Island wit11 ordzrs .to equip themselves; 
Colonel Jacob discharged the last two for not being 
equipped,. and they, beieg ordered to march again, 
r e f u d  either to do so or to return prt of tlie 
b o u ~ ~ t y  received. ' Tlle committee also liired SHm- 
uel Trull for L 246, Robert Dalrjmple for 6 171, 
William .Taylor, Joseph Spulding, Joseph Dows, 
and Jonathan Gray for k246 each, nnd Jolin 
Fletcher (who afterwards deserted) for & 60. Nile- 
age was also reckoned for eight men, two hundred 
miles, a t  %a. per mile. Several orders are given 
during the year for the first compny of .militia to 
be ready to march at a moment's ilotice: In  May 
sn order is given for one private to marc11 to Tiver- 
ton, Rliode Island, and in September for two pri- 
'vates to go to Provideact: to ultimate17 join Colouel 
Jacob's regiment under Gen~ml Gates. Samuel 
Kendall, Nr; Morse, Nathaniel Hridge'a son, and 
-Euuice Mixer were paid duriug this rear -for teach- 
. iug school. 

.At tlle Ilarch meeting in 1780 the same com- 
mittee of correspoodence was chosen, Isaac Hagar 
having tl~is time tile 1)refis '' Ens ig~~  " to his name. 
.4 committee was chosen to examine the accountv 
of money received and disbursed for bounties. 
Some idea of tile deprpciation of the currency may 
be had from the fact t11:it iu tile Iligii\ray account 
$16 per day for r man and $32 per day for a.man 
and team were allowcd. 'l'lie town elected Jonas 
Dix, Esq., represeatative in May, and in the same 
mouth appointed a committee to examine and re- 
port up011 the new state constitutioli. The com- 
mittee reported on the st11 of June, favoring an 
amendment.limiting tlie time of suspensiorl of the 
act of habeas corpus to six months; if, hotrever, 
this could riot be done, they favored the adoption 
of the constitution ns it was. Tllc report was 
adopted by a vote of thirty-two to four. On tile 
14th of June , the .town approl~riatrd 2 15,000 
to hire twelve Inen to reinforce tile arm!, a11d for 
procuring sliirts, shoes, etc., in accordance .~ritli 
the requisition of tile Genen11 Court ; money for 
supl'ort of tlie scllools was ~+f~~sacl. Twelve da!.s 
-later the town voted to nise fourteen nien for the 
an!, and al~propriatd $26,660 for military mat- 
ters, nlrd on the 29tli of July the selectmen or- 
clered tlie treasurer to p y  to Jonas Dix, Erq., 
2 1,000, Abner Silnderson 2700, and Peter &dl 
t 1,900, in paymeut for a horse wi~ich encl~ of 

these men had sold the town foruse in the arms; 
L55 sere also appropriated for expenses in pro- 
curing the 1 1 0 ~ .  On tlie 4th of September the 
election of stnte officers under the new constitution 
was held. T l ~ e  result, for pvenlor and lieutenant- 
governor, in Waltlinm, was : for governor, John 
Hancock, Esq., fifty-four votes ; James Bowdoin, 
Esq., three ; for lieutenant-governor, lIajor4en- 
en1 Benjamin Lincoln, forty; James Boadoin, 
Esq., eight. October 11, the town re-elected Jo- 
uas Dix, Esq., representative, and again refused t o  
appropriate money for schools. To sucli an ex- 
liad the curren5v depreciated, that the miuister'e 
=lay was no\v £5,600, and the total appropria- 
tions at this meeting 223,051. Seventy-two 
hundred pounds of beef for the army were ordered, 
to fill a requisition from the General Court, and 
812,000 were appropriated for that purpose. On 
a petition from Timotliy Ragg for a(lditiona1 pay 
for serrice in tlie nrmy,.he was voted leave to +ith- 
draw. . On tlie 29th of November the toum granted 
83,300 for the support of schoob. At a meeting, 
December 20, the .town chose n committee to pro- 
cure taelve men for the army, under a requisition 
of the General Court ; 821,000 were voted; to  
procure 13,824 pounds of beef for tlie army. 
Abijah Fiske petitioned for relief from the town, 
under the following circumstances : he was o w  of 
the sixteen men funiishetl by Wnltham to fill a 
requisition of the General Court. Ry order of 
Lieutellant Hnstings he went with soldiers to 
search the house of Edward Garfield for Felix Cuff 
(negro), one of the enlisted men. Cuff was, how- 
ever, clnimed by Garfield as a servant, and Fhb 
was sued and fined. The town, taking into consid- 
eration the facts, granted liis request by giving him 
his note for 6:7, wllich the town I ' d ,  with intemt. 
Elislia Brewer also presented a petiiion repmait- 
ing tlnt he 11ad served in tile Continental army 
from the begilining of hostilities until July S, 
1779; that in t l~c  memtime his pny had depce- 
cinted until it \\-as nearly \rortliless, rendering him 
u~~ab le  to proritle for himself and family. He 
l)r;'!.s for relnission of his tas-bill, a prtion of 
wllich is on real estate, of wliicl~ lie owns aoue,aud 
wl~icli is more tlinli Ile otc~lrt or is able to pay. 
The toan refused to grant 111s pctitiob Tl~e~corn- 
lnittee appointd in 1770 to procure men for 
the annies in Rliode Island arid on the Huduon 
River reported tllc following 1lames of men en- 
gaged, and the bounties p i d  to each : William 

' 

Ta~lor,  22,180 ; Loudey Harris and John Mixer, 



k 1,806 mch ; El i i  .Hasting, Moses Livermore, 
and George Steams, 8%,270 each; Thaddeus 
Gooding, Jonathan Coburn, and Nathaniel Flagg, 

l,ld0 and sixty bushels of corn-each ; Eli Jones, 
p i d  by Captain Gleawn ; Lieutenant Eliplialet 
-~+ings, Joel Harrington, Abijah Fisk, and 

Cfeartleld, k 1,770 each ; Timothy Flagg 
and John Ilobiusou, &1,500 each; Habakkuk 
Styays, Joel Wellington, Asa Peirce, and Asillel 
Steams, d 600 and sixty bushels of corn each ; and 
Fe& Cuff, i21,500 and sixty bushels of corn. 
kunice blixer, Samuel Kendall, 11 r. h r d m a n ,  
Buhmah \\-ellington, and Nathaniel Bridge's mi 

were paid for teaching school. 
On the 8th of January, 1781, the town voted to 

hire twelve men for the army for three years or the 
F, and appropriated £50,400 for that end. Tlie 
knen who aere the committee of correspondence, 
etc;, had been cliosen to attend to hiring men to 
011 the requisitions 011 tlie tom, but for some rea- 
son they seemecl to lack success. They reported 
in December, 1750, and in January and February, 
1781, t h t  they could not find a man at any price 
in town. That this report was unsatisfactory, ia 

. evident from the fact that at  a meeting on the 
l%th of February the town voted to discharge this 
committee, and appointed Captain Isaac GIeason, 
Peter Ball, and Abner Sanderson, in tlieir stead ; 
but this did iiot prevent their being re-elected 
Committee of Correspondence, Inspection, and 
Safety at the Uarch meeting. At tlie regular an- 
nual meeting it nas urianimously voted to accept 
Jkhua  Kendall for an hiliabitant, provided lie 
could be set off kith his estate from the town of 
Chubridge. There seemed to be unusual trouble 
in electing town officers for tliis year. On several 
preirious oakasions one or two electees had decli~ied 
to, serve, and others had either been elected in their 
skad, and induced to accept, or tlie nid of tlie law 
invoked to compel those elected to serve ; but on 
this occnsion William H n g r  nnd Nathan Viles, 
chosen as constables, and IVillinm Fisk, Abmllam 
Peirce, and Lieutenant Samuel Steams (three of 
the four), chosen as assessors, refused to serve. 111 

the case of the assessors three otl~ers were elected 
at a subsequent meeting in tlieir stead; \T~lliam 
Fisk was chosen constable in place of Nathan V~les, 
and Williams Cusliing in phce of f illinm Hngnr. 
Hagar was to p3y £ 6, or, failing to do so, the 
sekctmen were to npply to the Court of Sessions 
to compel him to ply the pe~inlty in such cnsw 
pmviiled. At tliia same meeting (March 12) the 

town appropriated JZ %5,000 (old issue) to him sol- 
diem. Iu obedience to a r d v e  of the General 
Court the tar-pyen'were divided into as many 
classes as there were soldiers to be raised. Each 
section famishing its mnn was relieved frbm further 

1 charge and mponsibility. On the 26th of March 
John Smith, Lowdie Harris, and Jolin Jfyn? wen 
returned ns hnviug been secured as soldiem in 
belinlf of the wliole town. A receipt, sigr~ed by 
Jolin Potimia, clated April 12, certifies tliat Cap 
tain Abraham Peirce paid him two liu~~dretl Span- 
ish-milled dollars to serve tlie town as a three- 
years recruit for the army,-this sum to be in 
full of all hire or bouaty. On the 18th of June 
the selectmen reported having paid tlie following 
bounties in silver : to Jol~rr Smith & 90, to Lordje 
Hams £60, to Jolin Myre £60, to William Ben: 
jamill E78, and to John Robinson £76. William 
Peirce, Habakkuk Steanv, and Knl~um'Smith each 
furnished sixteen heifers, and wen each allowed 
Ai1,200 (currency). General Brooks writes to the 
commander of the c'secot~d militia company in 
Wnlthilm," under date of June 19, that' two men 
aere to be detached from that compaey. As m&- 
tion +as mnde of the firsf company iu 1779, the 
natural inferelice is that tliere were t ~ o . '  Jonathan 
Hammond and George Stennls were etilkted for the 
army in Illlode Island, for three months, and Jona- 
than Weston, Abijah Fisk, Moses Livermore, Jede- 
diah IVliite, Jr., Alplieus Biglon, Joseph Perry, 
Jolui Collins, and IYilliam Ta~ lo r  for tlie army at 
West Point, for tlie =me time. The West Point 
men were all mustered illto tlie service by the 23d 
of August, except John Collins. In May Jonas 
Dix, Esq., was cliosen representative. Ou the 16th 
of July the torn  voted uunnimously to procure 
men to fill ruiotlier a l l ,  and grauted & I60 in silver 
to defray the expense ; £ $00 (new emission) were 
also voted to purchase beef. The committee for 
raising recruits reported on the 30th of JLI? that 
they had secured the men for seven liundred and 
eiglity " hard dolhrs," and the town gmnted & 60 
in silver additiotml for tl~nt service. Felix Cuff 
must have given considernble trouble, for an article 
was in the warrant for a town-meeting held Sep 
tember 10, to gnn t  motley to defend Eliphalet 
Hastings and others indicted for riot while en- 
deavoring to nrrest said Cuff ns an eiilisted mm 
last yar .  & 45 were granted at  tlie '~e~tember 
meeting for the scl~ools. On the 17th of Decem- 
ber the town ordered the remaiuing taxes to be 
collected i silver, at the rate of o& dollar in silver 



h r  seventy-five in paper of the old emission. I t  
was also voted to iustruct Representative Dix to 
use his endeavors tq hove the voting qualifications 
of 1763 restored. The school-teachers v l ~ o  were 
paid by the town this gear were Jonas Dix, Jr., 
and Nathaniel Bridge's son. I n  December the 
wlectmen engaged Ebenezer Bowman to keep the 
school " near the meeting-house." 

Early in 1783 the wlectmen licensed David 
Towllsend to retail tea. At tlie Alarcl~ meeting 
the towu elected Cnptain 1-c Hagar, Lieutenant 
Samuel Bigelow, and Lieutenatit Elisha Liver- 
more committee of correspondence, inspection, and 
safety. I t  was voted to remove the school-house, 
and a committee was c h m n  to wlect a proper site. 
I n  acco&nce with a wso1ve of the General Court, 
Waltham m s  called upon to vise five men to- 
wards the contii~ge~~t of fifteen hundred to be 
nised by Nassachusetts for the army. Ebenezer 
Bowman was tlie school-teacher. No representa- 
tive was c l ~ o ~ n  in 1782, but in 1783 Jonns Dix 
*as again returned for that position. The first 
business of irpportance occurring in 1783 was the 
adjustment of the accoltnts of IValtham, Water- 
town, and Weston for repirs on the Great Bridge. 
T l ~ e  method of calculatio~i being on the basis of the 
state tax, the amounts paid by a c h  will be per- 
haps some indication of the relative valuation : the 
share of I\'atertown was £4 11s. 9d., I-eston 
&-& 28. Id., and T\-altliam E4 1s. ad.  n'atlian- 
iel Bridge, Jr., was p i d  for teaching school. 
At  the March meeting the committee of cor- 
respondence of 1782 were, rrelected. Tl~e  se- 
lectmen ordered that a four-pe.nny loaf of white 
bread should weigh 1 pound 7 ounces; a bis- 
cuit for two coppers, 7 ounces; hard biscuit in 
the same proportion, allowiag for dr~iug.  The 
foll~wipg persons were licensed iurholders : Isaac 
Gleasoa, Stephen \\'ellman, Isaac Bemis, h c l w  
rial1 I\'eston, Jo~~atllan Broln~, Benjamin IIagar, 
Samuel Bigelow, Z3chatiill1 Smith, \\-idow Mary 
Hagar,- sine in all. At this time the population 
was only 639 per>ons, so that the proportiou of 
taverns to the p ~ p ~ l i ~ t i o n  was as 1 to 70f. I t  
must be remembered, however, that \\7altl~am was 
on a great l~igl~\vay, and a re r j  l:~rge amount 
of tnvel was a Ilecessary consecluence. The a p  
proaches to 130sto11, and the avenues from that and 
all the large towns in the state, were few, and 
their importance was in~me~~wly gmte r  tl~an now. 
To\rns were fcs, aud the majority of houses nolle 
too brge to mommodate tlre nyidl j  growing 

families of their occupants, and hence tpe my- 
farera needed a larger number of inns. 

There were other men who belonged in Wal- 
tl~am who were in the Continental armies, bider 
those mentioned in tjle town records,- how many, 
of conme, it is impossible to say. The names of 
some of them, however, are to be met with ambyg 
the state nrchires. Isaac Crosby, of Ialtham, en- 
listed at Hingl~am, about 1780, for threhr years or 
tlie war ; Isaac Parlies (fifer), Samuel Fuller; Ed- 
ward Bird, aud Josrpl~ Brown were in Captain 
Fuller's colnpany (Colonel Brooks) ; William Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel Flagg, aud John Colburn wep 
among the sir-months men in 1780 ; Prince ~ o l l i m  - 
enlisted in R'e\rton; John Bennett, John Bemis, 
Jr., Abijah Child, Jr., Peirce Dewjer, Thomar 
Field, David Holland, Azel Hooker, Milhano (1) 
Mitchell, John Ryan, David Stoel (Stoweli?), 
James Twinae, are names oa the rolls credipd to 
Waltl~am ; Jolin Bettis and Jonathan Wbllingtou 
servetl from 1776 to 1780 ; Kera Chapple, Harvey 
Bezen, and Jolin Kidder were among those drafted 
into Colo~vl Thatcher's regiluent iu 1778; John 
Yotoma (aged 25,-black), Samuel Dale (37), 
John Elobertson (35), IYilliam Benjamin (1 7), 
Nahum Steams (22), John \\'ellington (49)) aqd 
Francis Parker (21), eulisted in 1781 for three 
years or the war; \\'illiam Gl.asscock 8e~e-d 87 
months, 18 days; Hugh Hines (deserter) served 
28 days; Ariel (Azelr- probablj same as previous! , 
~ o o k e r ,  after senriug 30 months and 7 days, d a  
serted ; Biicl~ael M h ~ u e l ~ a ~ ~  died in the Pervice after 
serving 48 montlls ; John Owins (deserter) served 
12 rnoutlls a ~ ~ d  30 days; John Colburn and Abijah 
Fiske were ui C'aptai Gage's company (Colouel 
Webb) ; Thaddeus Bemis and Joel Bemis were ou 
board armed sloop \\'intl~rop, Captain George 1;it- 
tle; John Gmnleaf, Josiah Barnad, and !l'homaa 
IYilbur were also creditea to \\Taltlm iu the army 
rolls. 

The ppuhtion of the town, instead of preaerv- 
iug its rate of increase, whicl would have i 1 1 c d  
it, in all probability, to nearly 1,000 souls in 1783, 
under the terrible pressure of the Revolution u p  
its vitality lost ground. .In 1763 the population waa 
663 ; in l7Y3, under favomble circumstances, it 
s l ~ o ~ ~ l d  have been about 980, but illstead it ms' 
689, while in 1776 it way 870. On the 29th of 
Septe~nkr Jol~n Ihmi~~gton was e n g b d  to keep 
tile scl~ool near the nieeting-l~ouse, a~ id  Joaeyh 
Jacks011 the oue at the ftmt of the Bill. 

In 1784 lknjamiu GIWII, Jr., was paid for 
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teaching school. - For the first time for, a long 
series of yean the town, at tlie Abfarch meeting, 
voted the freedom of tlle highways to swine Ab- 
ner Sanderson was elected rcpmntntive in May. - A letter<to the selectmen from Timothy Tufts and 
dhtn in behalf of Cllarlesto~vn appenrs in the 
recordj for t l~is  yenr, desiring them to request the 
corporation of Hnrvad College to reduce the rntes 
of fern* between Chnrlestown and Boston, which 
had been- advanced dqring the war, -that body 
having nuthority to r e p h t e  the matter. 13elija- 
b i n  Green, Jr., wlls again e ~ ~ g g e d ,  in 1785, to 
teach the p m m r  scl~ool. 0 1 1  the 5th of %p 
ternbet, 1785, the town was divided into four 
rchooldistricts, - Pond Bid, Tmpelow, the south- 
west part of the town above Miser's Lane (Bacon 
Btreet), and t l l ~  remaining portiou belouging to 
t b  middle district. On the 14th of February, 
1786, the selectmen engaged Jo~cis Dix to t a c h  
the grammar school for one year, and authorized 
the engagement of an uslier for that xliool. In 
Much Jo l~n Remington was pnid for services ns a 
haher.  Abijah Bigelow was enpged in Mn~.cli 
to teach at the new scltool-house at  the west end of 
tbe Plain, ut~til the appropriation Mas expended; 
he. wna to keep " two schools a day " after 
the 1st of April. In May Leonard Willioms was 
uaanimouslp elected .representative. In August 
the board of Mr. Jackson, and tile salaries of 
Nathan Underwood a~rd Abijah Bigelow, all school- 
masters, were pnid ; and i October the slectmeu 
engaged John Child to teach the school near the 
meeting-hou-se, atid Jonas Dix to teach the one at 
tba foot of the hills. In the latter part of 1786 
occurred the outbreak k~town as Sbays' Insurrec- 
tion, causing quite an excitement throughout cen- 
tral Massachusetts. That Waltham's sons were 
prompt to lend the state their aid is evident from 
the fact that, early in Jnnnary, 17S7, the selectmen 
directed Colonel Isaac Hognr to be paid for beef 
supplied to the militia at Cambridge in November, 
and on the 14th of thnt month the towu voted 
forty+ight sl~illbgs per month to the thirtydays 
volunteen in the service of the government, the 
town, however, to  receive any allowunce made for 
such services by the stnte. At the Mnich meeting 
the town voted to ench private soldier rlro marched 
from the town in the 2d Division to join Gen- 
eral Lincoln in the service of the governme116, six 
shillirrg, exclusive of his public pay, md to each 
officer a like sum in proportion. Fillally, in April 
tb town voted the volunteen under General Lin- 

coln the three dolhm paid to each in advance, pro. 
vided they would releas? tlle town from further 
demands, and trust to getting their p y  from the 
state. In April Captain Samuel Bigelow wns paid 
for keeping the scllool at the Upper Plni11, and in 
May Abl~er hnclemn mna unanimously clown 
repmntative. I n ,  October teacllers wen to be 
engnged for the fon; schools. -4 to-meeting 
was held, December 17, to choow n delegate to the 
convention to meet at in J a ~ ~ n a q ,  to con- 
sider tlte Federal Constitution reported at Phila- 
delphia ; Leonanl ITilliams was elected for that 
P=P= ,. 

The tax upon the town for the support of the 
G m t  Bridge was probably .bqpnning to be onemus, 
and the people evidently bcgnn to be a little restive 
under it, for in 31arch,1788, a committee reported 
verbally tllnt they wee umble to find m y  grant of 
land made for its support in whiclr Waltham or 
Weston llnd any intcmt. hbner Sanderrron uas, 
in blny, again elected representative, a positiou 
which he continued to fill u~itil 1803. In 1790, 
according to the adjustlneut of nccounh for repairs 
on the G w t  Briclg, IValtl~am had outstripped 
Weston in valuation, aud was ml~idly overtakbrg 
Watertown, the proportions being : -Katertou-n, 
Z% 158. 6d. ; TValtlram, 2 2  138. ; Weston, 23 
7s. Sd. Bridge!, Dix, and Jiead were paid for 
teaching, and the school grant, approl;riated De- 
cember 6, was divided as follow?, among five 
school-houses : Upper end of Phiu, f 25 6 J. 8d. ; 
Foot of Hills, e22 3s. ; nenr the meeting-house, 
230 5 8. 3d. ; Tmpelow, b18  3s. 10d. ; proprie- 
tors of new school-house (probably at Lower Plain), 
&-k 2 s. Yd. Iu the records for this and the suc- 
ceeding year there appears an oath of rllcgiance to 
the state and general government, signed by a 
majority of the tbtvn officers. In 1791 it waa voted 
by the town to buy the school-liouses at the Upper 
Plaiu and at the Trapelow district, n committec 
appointed for the purpose having pronounced them 
suitable for tile parpoee nnd tile proprietors Killing 
to sell. 2 77 11 8. were appropriated for the olre 
nt the Upper Ylah, the amount being divided 
among twe~~ty-one proprietors, all of tllcm residing 
on n p p r  3lain and South streets; £56 188. 1011. 
were appropriated for the one at Trnpclow, yroprie- 
tors not named. The l~oollsc nenr the Widow 
Barnard's usas reported upon atlversely by the 
comlnittce. The schools wen: cnllcd at  this time 
Pond Etid, PLtin, Tnyelo~v, and Southenst Chr- 
ner. l l r l  orcler appean amoug the selectmen's 



redords in 1791 appropriating 3s. 6d. to pay for a 
ho& and cliaise " to bring tlle ,ecl~oolmistms from 
Framingl~m," hence we may conclude that at least 
one of the teachem a m  imported. In  April, 1792, 
the 3wn voted to remove the scl~ool-house which 
was near the meeting-house to a poiut as nearly 
central as possible, - between Jonas DixJs and 
Phineas Warren's; this would have locnted it just 
below the cemetery, on the uortli side of Main 
Street. In April, 1793, the torn  voted unaui- 
mously to gnnt  the request of Christopher Gore 
(nftebads governor of the state) to become aa 
inl~abitant. In September, 1795, on an article in 
the warraut in regard to the purchase of stoves and 
shutters for the schools, and the buildiug of lmrclies 
on two of them, the town appropriated k50, and 
chose a special committee of three to ench school 
to attelld to the expenditure of money devoted to 
educationiil purposes. l'liis r3s prohhly, to all 
illtents aiid purposes, a school committee rllo 
attended to all tlie miuor details, for we lose sight 
for a time of the payments to teachers \rllick indi- 
cated who the teacllers were. Prior to 17'36 grants 
were almost wholly made in pounds, shillings, and 
pence; after that date dollars aed cents were the 
rule. 111 1797 thc ton-n cl~ose n committee to de- 
fend it against a presentmeut for not assisting ill 
repairs on the IYatertooii Bridge. 111 September, 
1798, the town gnnted S 533.33 for men's and 
$100 for \vomcnJs scliools. In the direct tax 
levied by the gcnenl government we fiud that 
IValtham \vds as.eqsed for 109 drellings, md for 
83 acres of lots which t l ~ q  stood on, $70,575. 
The house of Rev. Jacob Cmhing and one belong- 
ing to Harvnrd College, with one acre of land to 
encli, were exempted, making a total of 11 1 dwell- 
ings in the tooa. The immber of house-owners 
was 119; tlie r~umber of occupants, 130. The 
number of acres of hlid assessed was 7,666, ex- 
empt (16 acres of Rev. Jacob C'uslling's and 159 
owned by Ilnrvard College), 175 ; totiil, 7,926 
acres. Ya1uati011 of lil~id, S 258,634.80 ; total 
valuation, $329,208.80. In Julw, 1700, tlie town 
appointed a colnmittee wit11 Call powers to act up011 
n proposition of lYatrrto\vn ptrties to wide11 and 
supl'ort the espensc of tlle Great Br id~c  forever if 
the towns \vould gielcl their fislicry rigl~ts. The 
scliools respectively taught by masters and mis- 
tresses are distinguislled in the records as "men's 
.ad women'sJJ scl~ools. During this year the 
town appropriated $25 to establiali a singing- 
school, and $,I5 to purchrse a bass-viol (prob- 

ably for the meeting-houw). In  1801 the Great 
Bridge question was fillally disposed of accord- 
ing to the Watertown propositiou ; a scl~ool com- 
mittee of ten was elected, and the m e  school 
pants made as for the last gear. hi 1802 Jona- 
thau Coolidge was elected repmitative; it ru 
voted to plant shade trecrs on the meeting-how 
common ; to pay for sixty caps for the mil& 
company under Captain Stephen hiead; and a 
school cotnmittee of four was elected. The school 
conimittee, then as now, bad cliarge of the details of 
the expenditure of the school fund, emplojing of- 
teachers, etc., and this method of disposing of the 
subject seems to have given so much satisfaction 
tliat it was voluntarily continued to the t i m  when 
the statute made it obligatory. h~ 1803 the town 
voted to send no representative, and in the mme 
year appropriated 9 120 to hire a teacher of muric. 
Musical instruction at this time was undoubtedly 
encouraged as a religious rather than a secular 
accomplishment, and an appropriation wae made - 
with occasional intervals - for several years. - Tn 
1804 Jonathan Coolidge,Esq.,aas elected represent 
ative ; the town voted also to  purchase three bath- 
ing-machines, similar to those in Watertoan, to be 
used under direction of a ph~eician. In  the follow- 
ing year the town was divided into four school dis- 
tricts, ai~d the appropriation was divided according 
to tlie proportion of childreu in the districts, the 
males between the ages of seven and twenty-one, 
tlie females between tlle ages of four and eighteen. 
111 1806,1807, and 1808 rtbner Sanderson, Sq., 
was chown to represent the tomi in tlie General 
Court. In  1809 he sns succeeded by David Town& 
end, Jr., Esq., who wns collti~lued in the office.unti1 
the year 1821, except in 1818 and 1819, alien the . 
torn voted to eend no delegate. The Be+. Jacob 
Cusliillg having died in 1809, the church took mePns 
to secure a successor, aiid voted to call Rev. Sam- 
uel Ripley to the position. IXI August, 1809, the 
town passed a vote concurring unanimously with 
tlie chul-ch in its choice, and also voted him, in c s ~ e  
of liis acccptnnce, a salary of $700 per year. .Mr. 
Ripley accepted the invitatioe, nnd ans onlained 
R'ovcmber 22, 1809. In the same year there wem 
~wtitions from scvenl prtics praging to be set off 
with their eshtcs from ll~altlum, but the petitions 
were not gnnted. 

It is amusing nt this ptesent period to watch 
tllc conser\,atism of the \?oters of the olden time 
in regard to those innovations for incm.4  com- 
fort a l ~ i c l ~  we have come to look upon as &- 



tia The subject of a bell for the meeting-house I axmtnin who had been-in the smi& of the go*- 
agitated the public miml of Waltham, for, several 
years, but finally the molutionisb triumplred,and 

- in 1815'an ripproprintion was voted t& have one. 
Again, in .IS14 i t -  was voted not to hnve 
blinds put upon the meeti~~ghouse, nor "to p y  
for the one hlr. Ripley pat on " ; however, the suc- 
cedi@ yenr the totvn voted to pay for the " pulpit 
blind." In  1818 the stove came in as a disturb- 

eniment d u r i ~ ~ g  t b  war with Great Britain, a d  
what sums the town sliould in justice pny them, 
submitted the folloring list of names, with sums 
annexed : Josepli Hoar, Jonas Laurence, Elijah 
bwrence, Nathnnicl Steams, Ilichnrd IVellington, 
Jacob Lmvrence, Amhsn Hamngton, J o h  Sander- 
son, 3d, ~lexander H. Piper, John 'Simon&, 
Henry Fisk, R i c h 4  Cutter, L w c  Fame& IYil- 

i~gelement. I t  muld appear by the record that Iiam Goss, DariuS Wellington, Jacob Byan, Timo- 
lome prson or persons, ~ ~ o t  having the tranquillity 1 thy Morris, Dauid Ememon, ~'illilern T+k, l a d  uanctity of the cliurch before tlieir minds, had 1 'fliomas Barnes, AM Hubbard, and William 
placed a stove in the meeting-house, atld asked 
the town to sai~ction an act almdy committed. 
That wna enough. The town in its dignity rose 
e q d  to the occasion, and voted, Brst, not to pur- 
chase the stove in the meetiag-house, and, second, 
to order it out of the meeting-house. A spirit of 
concession, however, prevailed ; tlle hst vote was 
reconsidered, and at the next meeting (in April) ' 
the sbvereigns voted to accept the stove as a pres- 
ent fmln the ladies of MTaltham, said stove to 
nmain town property. The threatened revolution 
nas avetted by female diplomacy. 
. In 1813 the town voted to pay those soldiers 

who should be drafted as the quota of \Valtlam 
$16 per month (including tlie pay 6f tlie govern- 

. . ment), and $1.25 per day for each day they should 
be under military discipline. To those familiar 
with- the extent to which party spirit was carried - prior to and during the War of 1812, it will not 

Chrk, W.68 ench ; and James Jones, Noah Hardy, 
John Cole, William B. Winch, and Otis Pder, 
$17.80 each. Among tbose serving tlie govern- 
ment during the bar may be mentioned h v ~ d  
Steams, r l ~ o  was purser on board the Wasp at the 
time of her battle with the Frolic. 

In 1815 an aaair occurred wliich d m w u  
mention from the rarity of such incidents: The 
legal number of voters petitioned the selectmen to 
d l  a town-meeting to act on the er~forcement of 
tlie collection of certain lljghway taxes and the 
mnsicleration of certain abatements; the select- 
men neglected to issue the warrant, whereupdn the 
interference of a justice of the pea& mas solicited 
and obtained, and the meeting ordered by him in 
accordance with the law in such cases. In 1817 tl~e 
town voted tci wt  off the Bostoni lfanufacturing 
Company's estates for a school-district, and discon- 
tinue tliot of the Cotton and l~roolleu Compny. 

be a matter of surprise to learn that Pastor Ripley ) In 1818-19 the tom voted to send no rep-ra- 
preached a sermon to which some ot'his prishion- 
en took exception. This dissatisfaction finally 
culminated in the insertion of an article in tlie 

. warnut of a town-meeting, the purport of wliicl~ 
was to know the mind of the town in regard to 
ascertaining from Mr. nipley upon what conditions 
he would resign his pmstorate. Ou this the town, 
by a vote of sixty-six to fifty-six, decided to take 
no action. The subject was brought up twice in 
1813 with a very similar result, a~id in 1814 the 
malcoutents, who in the mean time liad discor~tiriued 
attendance at tlie regular meeting arid employed 
Rev; Elisha Williams, a Baptist from Boston, to 
preach more acceptable sermons (first in tlie school- 
house, afterwads in tile hall of a tavern rliere the 
Cehtral House now stands), returned to tile original 
flock. 111 1813 tile Factory Village ((Lower Phce) 
was set off as a sepmte scliool-district. 

At the town-meeting in Uarch, 1815, a commit- 
tee appoiuted in December of the previous year to 

tive. 
Certain acts of the Rev. Mr. R ~ ~ l e ~ ;  snch as 

teachi~~g a school, etc., appear to have eithw 
stirred up a new feeling against him, or to have 
affoded a pretext for further opposition, for at a 
town-meeting in January, 1840, four articles a p  
pear in the warrant, charging him with neglect of 
duty arid causing dissension, and calling for his 
dismissal. These articles the tom, by a vote of 
sixty-four to twenty-six, refused to consider. At 
tile same meeting it was voted to nllow the Boston 
Manufacturing Company to enlarge the meeting- 
liouse at tlieir own expense, in a manner agreed 
upon by tlie town and corporation, the company 
to have all profits arising from the sale or rental 
of the extm pews. At tlie March meting an - 
effort was made to see if the town would appoint 
a committee of fifteen- t h m  from each district- 
to interview Mr. Ripley and try to induce him 
to give up hL school, but the project - di+. 



m i d .  In, May, 18Z0, the town voted to receive 
tile 'imanifesto" of tlie Second Religi~us Society, 
and not to oppose their petition for an act of 
incorpqration. This Second Religious Society 
erected 3 meeting-house, and mtablished itself as 
a distinct body. Etforts made to reunite the two 
factions were of no avail, but from some muse tlie 
Second Society failed of success, aud they finally 
split, the society retaining the House arid charter 
with Ilev. Bernarcl IYl~itman as pastor, and the 
church formi~~g a new orgaeization under Rev. 
Seaall Hading. I n  1821, 1822, and 1823 
Luke Fiske represented the town in the Genenl 
Court, tlie last year in connection with Charles 
Lgman. In Narch, 1823, the town voted to pro- 
cure fire-ladders, hooks, etc., and in 1829 appro- 
priated S 350 to .purchase a fire-engine; this was 
the germ of our present fire deprtmeut. In 1824 
Isaac Bemis, Jr., aud David Townsend, Esq., were 
representatives ; in 1525, Luke Fiske, Esq.; in 
1826, David Toinsend ; in 1527, David Torns- 
end aud Isaac  emi is,' Esq.; in 1828, 1829, and 
1830, Jonas Clark. In 1829 tlie town ~ o t e d  to 
exclude needlework froin tlie summer scliools in 
the morning, and to allow it in tire after~lgon, and 
in 1830 n amall sum of money was appropriated 
b j  the town to procure medals to be given to tliose 
scholars deemed most deserving. 0 1 1  tlie 30tli of 
July, 1S30, the ineeting-house erected by the Sec- 
ond Society was struck bj liglit~iing and burned. 
I n  1831 Amos ~ a r r i ~ ; ~ t o ~ i  and David Townsend, 
EY~.,  were elected reprcwntatires. ' As early as in 
1820 the project pf n gramlnar school liad been 
agitated, an act passed by tile General Court in 
June, 1780 (acconling to an item in the warrant, 
but a law passed not far from 1700 ms very simi- 
Inr), makin'?; such a school incumbent on ever? 
town containing tao liundred families; but it was 
dismissed one gear, o n l ~  to conie up the next. In 
1821 the torn was sued for not complyiag wit11 
the provisions of the act of 1789; but our t oa~ i  
fathers wen: appreritlg but little concernetl, and it 
was not unfil IS32 that the progressionists math- 5 ' .  
ered strength enougli to overcolne the opposition. 
I n  t b t  yenr tile town appropriated $1,200 to 
build a gnmmar-scl~ool l~ouse n11d toan-house 011 

the old meeting-house colnmon. Subsequei!tly it 
was voted to clia~ige tlie location to a "gore of 
land " owned by hlr. L~mnu, 11e ofFering to give 
the lniid a ~ ~ d  $200 in furtherance of the pliin. 
But this was not satisfactov, and after so many 
meeting and so many votes that it seemed u, 
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though the,project would finally be srnothed in 
motio~is and amendments, the t o m  purchased 
gf 111. T. R. Plgmpton tlie piece of ground now 
occupied by tlie Xortli Grammar-School IIou.e, 
increased tlie appropriation somewhat, and erected 
the huilding there. The folloiri~lg year the town 
nppropriated $300 to enable the general dm1 
committee to hire a schoolmaster and establish r 
high shool, and the committee were instructed to 
commence such a school at as early a day as powi- 
ble. Followuig out the history of this acl~ool to 
tlie present time, we find that the first principal m 
Franklin Had!, tlie second Jwiak Butter (1835), 
the tliird 11-illinm H. ,Ropes (1838), the fourth 
E. A. IT. Harlow (1841), the fifth Charles F. Sim- 
l n o ~ ~ s  (ISM), the sirtli Daniel French (1843), tile 
seventli William H. Balm (1844, second time), 
the eighth Leonard P. Frost (1847). D h r i ~ ~ g  . 
Mr. Frost's term of service, in 1849, the interior 
of the building was altered, the town giving up the 
use of the upper story for public purposes, anaes- 
tablisliing a high scliool there distinct from t l ~  
grammar department, Mr. Frost taking charge of 
the former, arid being succeeded in tlie latter by 
his brother, George IV. Frost. In 1869 L. P. 
Frost again toot c h a p ,  and he was succaudd in. 
1869 by William E. Slieldon, in January, 1871, 
by Alo~izo lleseme, in September, 1871, by 
John T. Prince, in 1877 by John 5. Hayeq in 
1879 by J. T. Prince (second time), who is now 
teacliing. 

In  1868 the torn established a grammar sehool 
upon the south side of the river, of which Arthur 
Y. Smith wa3 appointed principal, a psition held 
by liiln at present. The principals of the hidl 
scliool succeeding 3Ir. Fmst have been Timothy 
W. Bancroft (1 S59), A. J. Latlirop (1 864), James- 
C. Parsons (1863), Minton Warren (1374), W. E. 
Bunten (1876), arid Rue1 B. Clark (1877). Mr. ' 

Pilmns resigned his situation in 1873, the ~11001 
being in charge of sub-inasters James L. Fowle 
and Frederick T. Farnsworth until his succeszlbr 
was appointed. 31r. Clark resigned in 1878,- 
C. W. Parmeliter, sub-master, becoming acting 
principal. The nnrnber of schools at preseut 
(April, 1879) is thirt!--seven, erclllsive of evening 
scliools (established in 1874), and the appropria- 
tion has incmeml correspondingl~, about &32,006 
being now required for tile annual expenses: 

lktlreen the Fears 1831 and 1870 the town was 
represent4 in the General Court by the following 
persons (except 1833- 35, when the torn did no8 



elect) : 1836, David Kenbll and Robert sander: 
'$on; 1837, Luke F i k e  ; 1838 - 39, Elisl~n Cre- 
hore; 184Q, JOIIDS Clark; 1811, J O ~ I  Abbott; 
1845 -43, John JI. Peck; 1841-47, no repre- 
senhtive sent; 1848 - 50, Nathaniel P. IJunks, Jr.; 
1851 - 54,' ttorntio Blwre ; 1854, Samuel 0. 
Upham; 1855,' IYilliarn P. Childs ; 1856, Homtio 
Bfuore; 1837, James G. Moore (ill this gear \Val- 
tl~am sent a govenlor, N. P. Bnaks, Jr., and a state 
senator, Gideon ETaynes) ; 1858 - 59, Josiah But- 
ler; 1860, D.~uiel French; 1861, Frederick bf. 
80nd apt1 Josinh Beard (from 1857 to 1866 Wal- 
thatn and IYatertown, including Belmont wl~en 
incorpornted, formed one district with two repre- 
ser~tatives, t l~is yeat !\'althnm seems to hatre 
secured therp both) ; 1862, Jtunes G. hfoore; 
1863 - 64, Frerlerick 11. Stdue ; 1865 - 66, Emory 
7V. Lane; 1867 -65. Rojal S. Warren; 1869, 
Horatio Jloore ; 1570, Tl~o~nns Hill ; 1871, Wil- 
lad A. Adnms; 1873, IVillinm Roberts; 1873, 
7Villard A. Adnms; 1874,' iVilliam E. Briglit ; 
1875, Fde r i ck  81. Stone; 1876-78, David 
Randall. 

1s December, 1826, a number of g ~ n t l e w ~ ~ ,  
laving in mind the formation of a society. for 
mutual improvement, met to take some action to 
that end. The result was that on Saturday even- 
ing, December, 30, of the same year, an associa- 
tion uas opnized under the name of the Rumfonl 
Institute for Jlutunl Instruction. Coarses of lec- 
tures mre  instituted, which have been continued 
with but a single i~lterruption for eacl~ succeedhg 
year. A libiarp was founded, which by the year 
1865 had ecquiml 3,700 volumes. In that year 
it was, bp a vote of the Institute, tm~isferred to the 
torn, forming the nucleus of the present public 
libmrp. 

Bringing now the ecclesiastical history of the 
tonn down to the present time, r e  find that from 
the first perrnanetit secession from the prent  
church sprung what was known at its orpaizn- 
tion as tlie Second Religious Society. A meeting- 
house was built for them on Cliurcl~ Street, \rhicli 
was dedicated January 17, 1811, and on the same 
day Rev. Sewall Harding was ordained and in- 
stalled pstor. But a few years e1:lpsed before 
they, too, experienced secession, doctriaiil po i~~ts  
forming the basis of the tror~ble, the members of 
tlie society desiring n c11an-p in the theoloa!-, \rl~ile 
the members of tlie clturcl~ sere unnnirnotisly con- 
tent r i t h  that eapou~~ded by their pastor. The 
church, with Mr. Harding, withdrew (.Ipril, 1825), 

chanlged the name (July %5,1826) to Trinitarian 
C'oag&gationnl Churcl~, and built a meeting-11- 
at the comer of Blui11 anrl wlmt is now H&ni 
Stwet, derlicnting tile new buildi~rg- 'October 11, 
1826, the old society col~tinuing worship d e r  
Rev. Bernard Whitman. Mr. Harding' was mc- 
d e d  in 1837 b? Rev. John Wliitney. I u  1&3 
fk11 trouble tirose, and anotl~er division & c a d ,  
a new o~~m~~iznt ion  bei~tg formed under the name 
of Ortl~odox Cbngrebvtionnl C'ltorch, r i t h  Em. 
Rossrell @outer for pnstor ; but in April, 1858, 
this .latter offshoot rrturned to the piwnt orgllELi- 
zation. In May, 1868, Rev. Bicllilrd 5. l'l~urston 
succeeded Plr. IYl~itney, and lie in turn was sue 
ceedd, in 1865, by Rev. Elnatl~nn E. Strong. In 
1875 Mr. Strong resigned, and at the prm?at time 
the church is ritl~out n pettlecl minister. In  1870 
the old churcl~ was sold and the present one 
erected, and dedicnted March 2,1871. 

Kot far from the ymr 1820 tile doctrines of 
Emanuel S~reclenborg fout~d adherents in Wal- 
thao~. Meetings were at first held in the lio~se of 
Captain John Clark, and were continued in private 
residences unti1'1860, when a stone chipel was built 
on Lesingtot~ Street, at ~vllat is commonly known 
as Piety Corner. Mr. l3enjamin Worcester has from 
the bgioning been leader it1 the devotio~~al exerciss. 
In December, 1569, the interior of tlie chapel wa9 
destm!.ed by fire, but in the following year it ras 
reslored, and the edifice enlarged. On Sundap? 
July 4, 1869, a cl~urcl~ society ~ o s  formally G n -  
ized. Tl~ere is elm connected with the .society a 
private sc1~ool,wl1icl1 gatllers ita pupils from nearly 
every state in the Union. 

About tlie year 1829 tlie nucleus of the Mdh- 
d i s t  Episcolml Cl~urch began to form, in tln 
sl~ape of class-meetiup, a chss of twenty-font 
beins gntl'~erecl, with Cl~arlrs Barnes as leader. 
Regular meetiugv of the chss wen? held for about 
five years. A majority of the members Idving 
town for Lowell, n b u t  1935, the class wm discon- 
tinued. Circuit prmcliing was occasionally had, 
and small epproprintioas from time to time were 
allowed for its support. Between the jenrs 1839 
and IS30 class-meetings rere re\,i\.ed,. Mnrsholl 
Livermore being leader, succeeded in 1833 by Dr. 
Tl~mdore Kit t redge. Occnaional pmching rn 
hnd, tlle'placcs where the service was held being 
the factory whool-house on Elm Street, Smit11's 
Academy on Scllool Street, and the Binsonic Hall 
on Jlait~ Street. 111 Jlarch, 1837, regular =mice 
were con~menced at 3lawnic IIall, with '%v. Zibo 



B. Dunlam as pastor. Early in the following 
year the aorsliippers purcl~ased the meeting-house 
then standing on the Common, aud owned by the 
Second Unitarian Society, and in June of the same 
year a regulr church organization was fonned, 
with about forty members. 11-altham and \Tat&- 
town were now made a distinct circuit, with Rev. 
f llomas P~ckering in charge (residing i ~ r  \Yaltharn), 
and Rev. Otis H. Howard as junior. In 1539 
R e v .  Franklin Fisk and Edward A. Lyon were o p  
pointed to the circuit (the latter residing here), 
succeeded in 1840 by Ikv. Daniel Webb and 
Horace G. h r r u s  (lfr. Unrrus being resident 
here) ; in 1841 Itev. llr .  h r r u s  was placed. in 
charge, wit11 R ~ v .  b. W. F m t  assistant ; in 18J.Z 
Rev. U. K. Pierce was stationed at I\-altl~am; after 
tllis (in 1843) the relatio~~s of the two towns as a 
circuit ceased. Since then the IYaltham cl~urcb 
has harl for pastqrs the follo\viag: 1843 - 44, 
Rev. Davit1 K~lburn ; 1845, Rev. John Paulaon ; 
1846 - 47, Rev. hIoses ITebster ; 1848 - 49, Rev. 
Jircob S~nborn; 1850 -51, Rev. George JV. 
Bates (Mr. L2t.e~ dying while in charge \ms suc- 
ceecled in IS51 by Rev. N. J. IIerrill, who was 
reaplwinted ia 1852) ; 1853 - 51, Rev. Luman 
hytlen (Mr. Bo~den, about the middle 'of' his 
second year, was appoi~~tecl to mission work, and 
Rev. J. S. E~rrows completed Iris term) ; 1855, 
Rev .  J. S. Derrotvs; 1856-57, Rev. T. Mr. 
Lewis; 1858 - 60, Rev. E. A. Jla~lning (in 
1859 the meetirg-house was relllored from the 
Common to the corner of IIair and bloody 
streets, where, four ~nonths nfter its dedication, 
r l ~ i c h  took place Janunry 25, lS(f0, it was de- 
stroyed by fire; a new edifice was erected on 
the same site, and dedicated Jlarcl~ 13, 1861, 
services having been hc-ld m~~t i~~uous ly ,  escept 
f rom January to l\fily, ISGO, in Rumfo~l Hnll) ; 
186 1 - 62, Rv. Si~muel );elley ; 1863 - 61, Ikv. 
D. K. Iferrill ; l Y G j  - 67, Rev. C. L. Enstma11 ; 
1 Y a S  - 69, Rev. D. E. Cl~itpin ; 1870 - 71, Rev. 
L. J. Hd1; 1872- 74, J. Wagner; 1873, 
Bev. W. A. I5rama11 ; 1875 - 7S, Rev. W. W. 
Colbunl; 1879, Rev. Grope H. Jlansfield. 

In the !'ear 1Y30 tilt- Catl~olic ,Society \vns insti- 
tutd in \Filltl~:lm. 1Yhr11 the huiltli~~g nhicl~ had 
been occupicd by t l ~ r  .Srcond Society, on C'hurcl~ 
Street, was burned ill 1 S f l ,  n portion of the sllecls 
rere S I ~ V L ~ .  Time, wit11 t l~c  lot, ryere purcllnwd 
by the Catholics, and a wctioa of the sliecls fitted 
into a tcmpnry  c1111rcl1. Sl~ortly nfter this a 
wooden builtling war emct~ul, rhicl~ wns occupied 

as a place of worship until June, 1848, wben it 
was destroyed by fire. Up to the year 1839 theie 
was no settler1 pastor, the services being conducted 
from tithe to time by clergzmen from Boston. L 
1839 Rev. T. Fitzsimmo~l* was appointed pador. 
He was followed by Rev. Mr. Lyncl~ and Rev. Mr. 
Striin. blr. Strail1 continued pastor until 1847. 
Certain acts O'f his admiriistntion caused consider- 
able discontent among a few of tlrt: uaruly'anea 
of his prich, \vbich ill June, 1846, assumed so far 
the proportions of a riot as to oblige the select- 
men to order tlie artillerp company under arms. 
The ' trouble was settled, horever, without ' the 
necessity of further actih:i by the military. I n  
1847 Rev. Patrick Flood took charge of '  the soci- 
ety. D u r i ~ i ~  Nr. Flood's pstorate, which con- 
t i~~ued u~ltil his death in December,. 186.9;. the 
large brick cl~urcl~ on Scho~l Street was erected: 
Tl~is building was occupied ill 1860, and dectihtecl 
in 1877. Upon the death of Rev; Patrick F l d ,  
a nephew, Rev. Ben~ard Flood, was appoiutd pas- 
tor. He also died, as it-  were, in the .hrnisti', 
in December, '1876, from sickness induced by 
his labors in superintenclins the remodelling of 
the church, and Rev. T. Bros~lalian, the 1 ) m n t  
pstor, was appointed earl! in 1'877 to the va- 
Ca11cy. 

The Universalist Society was started in t i e  spring 
of 1S37, and regular public services were held in 
the hall in the bank building on Main Street, Rev. 
William C. Hansco~n being ps tor ;  in 1838, Mr. 
Hal~scom having fallen a victim to consumption, 
Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, D. D., succeeded him ; from 
the ba11k hall the worshippers removed into the 
tl~en town-hall, in the grammar-school building, 
and from thence into the meeting-how of tile old 
First Parish. 011  the 6th of Ifarch, 1859, they 
organized ancl took measures to be ineoqximtcd 
under the name of First. U~~iversnlist Society of 
JYaltllam, n~ld built a cllurcll on a lot of lard 
presented them by Theodom LymAi, Esq., on the 
corner of L!.mnn ancl Summer streets. In  1840 
Mr. Cobb \!as succeeded by Rev. Edrin A. ato l l ,  

nncl in 1844 Rev. T. G. Fnn~sworth succcedd him. 
From 1845 to lS55 the pulpit was occupied o~lly 
tempnrily, thong11 quite regularly. In 1854'tLc 
society sold the lot on Lyman Strret, nr~d mmoved 
the meeting-house to the corner of >Inill a ~ ~ d  Sprink 
strcets. From 185.5 to 1837 Rev. 3lnse11a Good- 
rich was pstor, s r c d ~ ~ l  iin 1857 by Re\*. Henry 
A. Entoll. Dllr i~~g his 1~1stonte a dissension oc- 
c u r d  ia the 'society wl~ich in the ca~d cost tllem 



(430 HISTORY OR MIDPLESEX COUAVTY. I 
their.chnrch and organization. A new society was 
o g s l i h d  in 1865 under the name of the Uld- 
qnal i s t  Society of Wnltlmm. Services were hela 
in Bumford Hnll (where they have ever eince been 
mntinued), Rev. Benton Smith being ptor. In 
1870 Rev. Phebe A. Hannfod succeeded Mr. 
Smith, resigniug in 1871, and was sgccded in 
turn by Rev. 11. R. I~qnard,  the present pastor. 

Next in order.of organization was the society 
Cal]ed the P in t  Pnrish. The old meeting-house of 
the,original First PiIrish not proving central enoucnh 
,to dl- the people of the groni~ig town, 3Ir. R i p  
.by having developed oppositio~~ to himself among 
a few eqergetic ones of his society, and the Second 
Rellgjous Society having split, measnres were taken 
to erect a new building. This was built on the 
site of the present Ui~itarian Church, aad was dedi- 
caw February 6, 1839. Tlie society a@ formed 
nrldqr the title of the Independent Congregational 
k i e t y ,  and rss composed largely of the three 
cl- just cited. Tlw membership of the elder 
church dwindled to a mere handful, the new society 
proving the Inore rttnctire, and in 1841 tlie old 
First Parish, sacred hy a century and a llalf of use- 
falness, ceased to exist. Rev. George F. Simmons 
had been formally i~~stalled as ps tor  in October, 
1841. Mr. Ripley was invited, on the dissolution 
of his o m  society, to become an associnte, with the 
understanding tlmt he was to have no salary and 
no pracl~ial duties, and the society took to itself 
the old name. In  1843 Mr. Simmons resigaecl, 
and in 181.5 Rev. Dr. Tlromas Hill mas ordained ; 
in April, 1846, Mr. Ripley, removing from town, 
resigned his pastorate; Mr. Hill continued ns pas- 
tor until 1860, when he was succeeded by Rev. 
James C. Parsons; in 18G5 Rev. S. B. Flags be- 
came pastor; in 1809, Rev. Clay 3lcCanley ; in 
1873, Rev. E d w d  C. Guild, the present pastor. 
Tbe old building was thoroughly repaired aud re- 
modelled in 1867. 

The Episcopal Society was organized, under Rev. 
C. Patterson, in 1848, services being held for 

about a year it1 Runlfod Hnll. In the mean time 
the present church was erected, and Rev. 'l'llomas 
F. Fales called to the rectomhip, entering upon 
those duties it1 November, 1819. He still con- 
tinues pastor, after nearly thirty Fears of continllous 
*mice. The building has been el~lnrpd oi~ce and 
a vestry added. 

The Baptist Societ~ was organized Sovember 4, 
1853, holding its earlier services in Rumford Hall. 
Tbe 6mt pastor was Rev. 11. L. Bicliford, onlaitled 

,in ,\upst, 1853. During the esrlp part of his 
pstomte the prysent meetus-housegas erected, 
and on the 14th of Februarg, 1856: was dedicated. 
BIr. Bickford mmained as p t o r  until June,, 1863, 

I 
and was succeeded by Bev. E. B. Eddy, Rev. A. 
41. Bacon, and Rev. W. H. Slredd, each of them 
remaining two or tl~ree years. 11) January, 1872, 
Rev. IT. C. Barrows became p t o r ,  and he was 
succeeded in 1875 by Rev. F. D. Bland, D. D., 
who resigned in 1879. Tile church is .t present , 

without a settled pstor. 
I t  would not be possible to Qive in ally detnil 

,the history of Waltham and Tlltlmm's sons and 
daugliters durilig tlm late War of the Rebellion 
without exceeding the limits to which this sket+ 
liw been restricted. I t  is therefore only practica- 
ble to give a dig11t outline. 7Tl1en ilie boomiug of 
the first p n   it^ CI~arlesto~l harbor in 1861 m u d  
tlle loyal North, Waitham r a y  among the foremost 
to rally to the caU to arms. A citizens' meeting 
was held and resolutions p s . 4  demanding imme 
diate action by tlie town in its corporat~ capacity. 
011 the 26th of April a tom-meeting was held at 
which it was voted to furnleli each soldier with r 
uniform, to pay him S 10 per month for five months' 
service, and to.provide for tile support of his family 
during his absence. For this purpose the sum of 
$6,000 m s  appropriated. A resolution was also 
passed authorizing tlie tom-treasurer to disregard 
any trustee process whicli miglit be institutd to 
divert any of this money from the purpose for which 
it intended. The stirring sounds of the fife 
and drum were heard, arid our streets and Corn- 
moll were tlie scenes of ftvquent milita y parades 
a id  mnncuuvres. In July the t o m  appropriated 
35,000 to pay state aid to the families of volun- 
teen, in nccodnace with the law. Tltis sum prov- 
ing insufficient, an additional grant of $9,000 uas 
made in January, 1862. In July, 1862, the select- 
men w m  authorized to pay a bounty of $100 to 
each volunteer for tliree yenrs wI10 was credited to 
the tom, and in August this bownty was extended 
to the nbie-months men. In August, 1863, it 
was voted to pay date aid to the families of those - 
men who might be, or had been drafted into the 
service. In July, 1861, the bounty to three-years 
men nas increa-d to $125. The total number of 
.men required from the toum during the war was 
693; the total number sent was 700; and in rank 
they ranged fro111 the drun~mer-bo~ to the major- 
general, there being trerity commissiot~ed officem. 
Of tlie elltire number sent less than a dozen wexe 



conscripted. Fifty-three men were killed in battle 
or died from disease co~~tracted in tlie service. The 
entire amount of money rai.sed by the torn for 
military purpnses was 394,803.29, of which 
8 42,318.99, being for state aid, a.as reimbursed 
by the commonwe;~lth, leaving the sum espet~ded 
by the town $53,574. 
' The population of the tom, according to the 

census of 1875, was 9,967. Its territory iJ nearly 
the +me in area as when incorlmraterl. In 1849 
a portion of h'erton, forming what is now called 
the South Side, of about five hundred a c m  in 
area, was set off to Waltham, and in 1859 four 
hundred and tweuty-nine acres of IValtIiam's tem- 
tory were taken to help form tbe new township of 
BeIraant. Water was first let 011 from the water- 
works in 1873. 

Of the military history it is difficult to keep 
track. Of those con~panies nler~tioned in the 
town records it is quite impossible to l ~ q m  of the 
dates of their beginni~ig or end. The IValtham 
Artillery Company tvns transferred from JVatertown 
ih 1841, and after a few years of service was 
changed illto an infantry company. For some 
time prior to 1861 its esistel~ce was merely nomi- 
dal, and in that Fear the accoutrements were taken 
by the state. The TYi~ltl~am Dmgoo~~s were or- . 
lSa'~iized in 185:3, autl in 1801 formed a p r t  of the 
3d Battalion, First Jlassacltusetts Cavalry, most of 
the members servil~g (luring the Rebellion. In 
1874 the present iilfantry company was orpnized. 

Although some attenti011 is paid to agriculture 
in the suburbs of the town, Kalthnm is pre- 
eminently a manufacturi~ig community, and proba- 
bly at least three fourtl~s of the popuhtio~~ derive 
support directly from t l~e  manufactories. The 
earliest mill of wl~ich we lrnve any account was one 
erected at or near the site known as Gcndall's 
Mill, o r  Beaver Brook, and was formerl! used for 
fulling clotll. 0:1 tlie 30th of May, 1G62, Timo- 
thy Hawkins sold to Tlloln;~s ~\,nnr, of Roxburs, 
fuller, tllree quarters of 311 acre of land at this 
place " tvitli a11 the ncco~nrndation of water, for 
the erecting and m.lil~tenance of a fullitlg-mill in 
tile said place, on the river that p~seeth 
through the same ; also tile right of ary." Dc- 
cembei 18, 160:3, .Ag;lr  old this land "with the 
fulli~!g-mill thereon erected to Tllotnns Lorenn, 
late of Dedl~sm, Co. Eesex, Old Ellgland, cloth- 
krker." Januar! 3, 1669- 70, I,ouenl~ sold to 
Timotlly Hawkins aad Benjnmirl Garfield. Some 
time prior to 1690 the mill was a d  as a corn- 

mill, and in 1700 the mills in whole or in part be- 
longed to Samuel Steam, a son-in-law of Harkins. 

They was also a corn-mill on Stony Bmok, 
built about the year 1684, and owned by John 
Bright and othem,and about 1714 there wm prob- 
ably a mill on the brook passing just east of Lcx-  
ington Street, and across Bearer Street, a brandl 
of Beaver Brook. At the time of tlie incorpora- 
tion of the Boston Manufacturing Company a 
paper-mill, known as h ies '  paper-mill, was ata~d- 
ing on the land afterwards bouglit by that corpora- 
tion, and was used. for the manufacture of brown 
and white paper. A similar ~nill, built by Gov- 
enlor Gore prior to 1800, at what is now called 
the Bleachery, was sold to the TTaltharu Cotton 
and Woollen Company in 1810. I I ~  1810 a a m -  
pany was formed for the manufacture of cloth. 
Laud was purchased, and a mill'for tlle manufac- 
turing of cotton cloth was built and in'opetation 
in the same year. 111 1812 the proprietors were 
incorporated under tlle name of the lV6ltham Cot- 
ton and JVoollen Manufacturiiig Company. I n  
1815, according to " M. U.," ill the Jfamwiu- 
sells Hisloricol Society's Collectionr for that year, 
the cotton-mill contained 2,000 spit~dles, a ~ d  
worked 300 pounds of cotton per day; in the 
woollen mill were run 380 spindles, four jennies, 
and two jacks, and, nith the 1 4  looms ~ I I  opera- 
tion, 60 pounds of wool wem' used per dry. .A 
probahle average of 10,000 yards of cloth,'kde 
uuder the direction of tlie factory, m s  attained, a 
portion of the weaving being done in neighboring 
and some in distant towns. The Boston liahnfnc- 
turing Company was incorporatetl iu 1813, and in 
1814 had built and put in operation a min of 
brick, five stories hi$, ninety feet long and forty- 
five feet wide, running *3,000 spindles, and doing 
the nearing by a "loom of peculiar construction 
run by water." This is claimed to Lave been the 
first mill in tlie country where all the operations 
were performed under one mof. The charactp of 
tlie work prformed at tlie lower mill has very 
mucil changed, it Ilcrving pas& into the control of 
the Boston Compnp, anli being used now almost 
exclusively as a bleachcry and d~e ing  establish- ' 

mcut. The manufacture of hosier~ was irhtroducetl 
liere in 1868, but m s  afterwards rcmored to the 
upper mill, to 4 building erected more particularly 
for it. At tlie upper mill cotton clot11 mandfacture 
is still the primipl business. The number of 
hands employed in both factories is about 1,200, 
the present capital $800,000, the uumber of spin- 
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dlea 40,000, and the nnmber of looms 700. U p  
wards of 5,000 tlozen stockings per week are made. 

In  1819 the manufacture of sulpliuric acid was 
commenced in TValthnm by Patrick Jackson, the 
site of the firs&estnblishoent-beipg on tlie b k a  
of Charles BiierSand Beave~ B ok, at their jhnc- 
tion. ~ b o u i 9 f i 2 5  the l m t i o  "f, was changed to 
the lot of land partiall! e e c t d  by High, Pine, 
and Newton s w t s ,  and f i r  may-yean the manu- 
facture of t h 2  acid was very eVterisivcly cavied on 
by a corporatioil under the &me 'of the Newton 
Chemical Coppnnp, the district adjoining its hnds 
being called the Cbernistry. Up to witbin a few 
yean of the time of tlie abnndomnt of itsmnnu:, 
facture (in 1872) tliis cornpnny wm without a rival 
m its s p i a l  business, but the land o ~ ~ c e  occupied 
by its buildin* is iow cut' up into'streets q d  
honse-lots, and a large portion of it has been &Id:, 

In  1802 a smnll wooden LBui~ding was erected 
on Stony Broai %y Nathan Uplmm, a ~ d  used by3 
him as a mill fbr the rnanufnctm of coarse &p- 
ping papers until ti19 year 182b;when it b n i ' e  
the property.of'Joho 31. Gibbs. ' 1 8 s i t  again 
changed hands, a ~ ~ d  was purchased by.?ohn ahd 
Stephen Roberts, still retaining its idenjity as 8 

paper-mill. Ip 1844 John Roberts W m e  sole 
owner, md at his death, iu 1871,Ilis ~soa ' j~ i l l i im 

-took charge. h commodious building of stone . 
occupies the place bf the old building, and a large 
steamengine is used to increase tliepwer. T la  
p&r now made ':s mostly-of the Hnd a.d fdr 
sheathing and similar pu+ms,  and tlie'nunuaP 
product is about 1,900 tons. * 

L the yea: 1335 Dr. Francis F. lfield invented 
a process for the mnnufacth of crayons for tlie 
use of achoglspctailors, cnrpenters, etc. This was 
the beginning of a busin& which for several ' 
years wns camecl on in a mal l  way, but wJricB 
now, under 2&e ma~mgement of Parmeliter :rind 
Walker, rqui&s- quite an eitenaive factoryj atrd 
extends all h e r  the cjvilized world. . 

Of all IBdftharn's industries tl~ere is-none the ,. 
&me of which is so wide-spread as that of tlie 
manufacture of \ratclies. A small e~tablid~ment, 
commenced under the chq& of E. Ho~vad  and 
A. L Dennirbn, in Roxbury, ill 11350, was ia 1t$i4 
removed to \\raltham, and with the Waltha~n Irn- 
provement Compny formed n corporatiori under 
the title of Boston l\ratcli Comlmny. A factory 
WPS erected, two stories I~ipli, in the f o m  of a 1101- 
low square, nbout one hundred feet 011 each side. 
In 1857 the company failed, and at nil nssigaees' 

sale Bop1 E. Bobbins, the pnsent trruunr of the 
corporation, p u r c l d  the property in the name of 
Appleton, Tncy, i? Co. A few months afternads 
ownersllip again changed to the firm of Robbius 
and, hppleton, and iu September, 1858, a ww 
rssociatio? was formed with theSWaltha& Improve- 
ment Gompny, under the g h x n t  name d the 
Americnn Watch Company. 0 lien incorporated 
tlie capibl stock nns $200,000, but i ~ ~ r e a s i n ~  
bosi~esi and tlie need of increased. facilities mu.. 
a coridspoetiing increase of capital, until at the 
present time it has reached $1,500,000. The 
small kctory of 18541 r i t h  its seventy-five em- 
ployees,has grown to the ln'kge establishment of tbe 
present day, employing about one tllousand hands, 

.and turning out four humLed and fifty finished 
' r a t c l ~ b  per day. Eve$ the present factory is not 
coosided of sufficient capacity for the business, 
however, and an ehbrgement is at present in pmg- 

' ress. Growiilg out af. and an accompaniment to 
' this business is the,~bnufacture of watchmakers' 
,tools, particularly latlies and lathe fixtures. In  
1861 bfessrs. Kidder and hdams, machinists in the 
employ of the Americau Watch Company, left that 
emliloymenk, aaixl commenced the manufacture of 
lnthes rnde afkt-th'e style of those used by the 

" IVntch Compny. The business was first started 
in Weston, but was soon removed to Waltham. I n  
its early struggles the business often changed bands, 
passing successively uiider the control of Kidder 
and ddams, Stark, hdams, and Lloyd, Stark & Co., 

,Jot111 Stark, John Stark and Son, Mr. Stark, 
the present Imd  of this firm, having been con- 
nected r i th  the business since about the year 1862. 
In 1872 llessrs. Whitcomb and Ballou, also grad- 

, uate: of the machine-shop of the American Watch 
&!ompny, entered into the same field. They contin- 
ued in it until 1876, when blr. Bnllou retired, alld 
blr. \\'hitcomb joined with Mr. Ambrose Webster, 
R former master mechnnic in the Watch Companfs 

.'ernl>loy, and formed the present firm, under the style 
of the -4rnericnnlVatch Tool Company. Mr. C. E. 
Hopkins commenced the business which he now 
carries on under the name of the Hopkins WrtcIl 

-Tool C'ompnp. The tools made by these direr- 
ent co~np i~ ie s  ore known all over the country, and 
the h~nerimn IVatch Tool Company hns e x p o d  
many of its tools to Englnnd, Switzerlnnd, etc. 

There have bee11 numerous other miailor manu- 
factures, but as most of them have been of merely 
local i~rterest, and transient in their exbtence, they 
are not mentioned. 
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One of the earliest prominent men of l'l'altl~am, 
r l i o  achieved a reputatiou not purely local, was 
Uriah Cotting (Cutting), born in Waltham in 
1766. At the age of fifteen Ile rent  to work in 
Marlborough, aiid four gears later he went to 
Boston. \\%en he amved at tile latter toun his 
p s s s i o i ~ s  corisisted of his bundle of clotlies and 
twenty-five ceuts in money, and his experience was 
begull as au ernad-boy in a V'est India goods 
store at the Sonth End. He developed in later 
years much hle~it  as a civil engineer, obtailled 
charters for and was ~nainly instrumaltal i open- 
ing Broad, Conihill, Bmttle, and other atreets, and 
building' Central aiid Intlia wharves. He projected 
tlie Mill-Dam, uhich be did not live to i k e  firi*hed, 
uld also planned a ca~lsl from Boston Harbor to 
the Back Bay basin, wl~ich diould accommodate 
vessels of several liundred tons. IIe (lied in 1819. 

The most prominent llntive of Waltham of our 
time is Kathaniel Prentiss Banks, who was born 
],ere in 1816. Ilis boyhood was passed h the 
elnyloyment of the Boston hlauufacturing Com- 

pany. He was elected to represent Waltbam in 
the Getleral Court for the yean 1848, 1849, 1850, 
and 1851. Ie 1552 he was elected to represent 
Maswchusetb in the Natiorul Coligress, in 18535 
was presidert of the State bnstitutional Conven- 
tion, and in 1854 and 1856 was re-elected to the 
national Iiouse of Bepresentatives, in tbe htter 
year of rhicli he was chosen Speaker, after a pro- 
tracted co~~test of over two months' duration. In  
1857, 1858, and 1859 lie was chosen governor of 
Mnssacl~usetts; in 1860 he was elected president 
of the Illinois Central Railroad; in 1861 he re- 
signed his position on the railroad corporation, aud 
was appointed a major-general of volunteers. He 
served as major-general in the army until 1864, 
wliei~ 11e was relieved of liis command. . Returning 
to Massachusetts, he was elected to Coiigress in 
.1864,1866,1868, and 11170; was chosen state 
senator in 1872;,and iu 1874 and 1876 again re- 
turned to the national House. 111 1879 he wan 
appointed Uliitetl States Marshal for Mnuu?hu- 
setta, which position b at p m t  holds. 

WATERTOWN. 

- .- 1i lles Belmont on the north, 

Cambridge on the east ,  Boston mid Newton (from 
both of wl1ic11 it is separated by Charles River) on 
the south, and JTaltl~am on the west. One hun- 
dred and fifty acres of its territory Ijing opposite 
the bridge, on the soutli side of the river, rdjoin 
tlie to~rn of Kcwton. I t  is traversed by a branch 
of tlie Fitclibur,n Railroad opened in 18.16, while 
a horse-railwad unites it with Cambridge and 
Boston. 

Before Belmout was taken from it, this torn, 

BY FRANCIS  8 .  DBAKZ.  

F yqy 

drougl~ts. Few New. Englod touns have m large 
a proportion of land well adapted to tillage, or so 
little broken or waste land. LI consequence of the 
scarcity of woodbid, strict orders were very early 
passed for the preservation of tms ,  one or more of 
which were sometimes taken as compensatiou for 
debt or service. The Indian Iiame of the t o m  ma 
long perpetuated in deeds describing Pequusset 
conilnon or meadow, a tract of Liud 011 the north 
border of the town, a little east of Lexington Stmet, 
for Inally gears used as a cow common. 

r . ATERTOTPN, one of tlie old- 
rr 
&; !.- - est towns in llassacl~usetts, is 

pleasantly situated on the left 
i* bank of tlie Charles River, in @,Q -- 

tlie dlesex soutlieasterr~ County, part seven of miles Mid- 

from Boston, and is tliree S--. 

whose manufacturing interests now predominate, 
was essentially agricultuml, and was second, in 
productiveness and fertility among the toms  of 
the county, to West'Cambridg alone. These two 

towns soil, with were the the exception marketgadens of a portion of Boston. at its math- The 
eastern extremity, is remarkably good. It consists 

a&?+..- miles in length, with an aver- principally of black loam, having a substratum of 
*= : -.. nge \\\.id11 of about one mile. I hard earth, so that it suffers little from summer 
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There. rm few hills of any mapitude. Straw- 
berry Hill and IYhitney's lIill are merltioned iq 
tly old records. I'he former i~ the lligliest hlid 
in the town, und is identical with fjcliool-liouse Hill, 
afte&ards called Jfeetingtllouse Hill. IYliitney's 
Hill -is aupliosed to be that latterly known as 
m~i te*a  tlill. Near this hill,' at the comer of Lex- 
in@on and Belmo~~t streets, s t o d  tlie pound, con- 
structed about 1687. Pmpect Ilill, four Itundmd 
and eij31ity-two feet in height, now ill \\'altliam, the 
highest elevation in old \Vatertown, comnlands a 
very wide, diversified, and beautiful prmpct. k r  
 ill; west of it, and bordering on !Veston, has about 
the same height. Mackerel Hill, near tlie northeast 
comer of the tom, has borne that name from a 
very early date. Mount Feake, t l~e  first hill spoken 
of in tlk early records of the town, named for 
Bobeh Feake, is insig~iificant in magnitude, and 
has been nearly obliterated for the grading ,of a 
n i l r o d  

None of the very early t o k s  could compare 
with tllis in respect to its ponds and water-coums. 
Fresh Pond, the largest in the torn, wit11 an area 
of one hundred and seventy-five acres, now within 
the limits of Belmont, is the source of numerous 
nndergroupd streams. It has long bee11 a falnous 
lesort for summer recreation, and its attractive bor- 
den have furnished sites for lnauy bautiful country: 
eats. The water of tliis pond is remarkably pure, 
and its ice is shipped is large quantities to all parts 
of the world. The public-house then on the mar-, 
gin of the pond was a place of refuge for the panic- 
atricken women and children of the neigl~borliood 
on tlie memorable 19th of April, 1775. Forest 
Pond, probably tlie ancient Stinllon Pond, is in 
Mount Auburn Cemetery. Sherman's Pond, of 
about one hundred acres, more recently known ns 
Fiske's Pond and JIead's Pond, is within the liigli 
grounds of T'llltham, and is the source of the an- 
cient Chester Brook, or \Vest Bnnch of Beaver 
Brook. , I n  the summer of 1670 a remarkable 
mortality occurred among the fish in this pond, 
immense numbers of whicli were found lying dead 
on ita shores. -4 pond and an extensive bog called 
Beaver bIeador, through which Chester Brook 
pues, is about half a mile west of tlie site of the old 
Waltham meeting-house. I t  is supposed tlmt this 
bog was forrnerly covered with water, and was tlie 
pond whcre, as Winthrop tells us, '(the beavers 
bad shorn down divers great trees, and made divers 
dams across the brook." -1 little south of this 
ia Lily Pond, of about four acres, nith its outlet 

througli Beavdr Mei~dor into ~ l i e s k r  B m k .  Tha 
town origienlly co~~tni~ittrl a part if not tlk whole 
of \ValdCl1 Pol~d, now in Concod, a pir t  of-Sandy 
Pond and the whole of Bmver Pond, no r  in +cola, 
and n part of Nonbuch Pond, much of which is 
now in ~ a i i c k .  

Most of the sosol~thern M e r  of the town is 
watered by the Clmrles, originally called the Maw- 
cllusetts River, Its avenge width is eight rods; 
tide-water exten~ls above the east bbrder of the 
toaa, aid it is navigable for smnll vessels as far 
m t11e dam where the mnnufactorie~ stnnd. At tJii 

point n fall furnislicd water-power for tlie fint mill 
built in the town. Otl~er falls nbove furnish powerfor 
the Etna llills and for tlic upper and lower Wal- 
tllnm factories. Smelt Brook, one of t he brancl~cs 
of tlie Cliarles, euters it on the south aide, its sourn 
being in Xerton. Benrer Brook, its first consid- 
ernble tributary, is wide vp of two main branches 
wliicli mite about two l~utidred and fifty yards 
from the river, entering it at the lower eud of 
Waltlam Plnin. The West Bmnch, two miles long, 
originating in Sherman's Pond and passing througli 
Beaver Pond, hod upon it a mill, built probably 
by Deacou Thomas Livermore in tlie early part of 
the century. T l~e  eastern and larger branch 
begins in Lexington, and r u ~ s  tlirougli the eastern 
border of n-altham. Tlds branch in early ti~ncs 
was always called Beaver Brook, and the utl~er, 
which watered Chester Jleadoa, was tile ancient 
Chester Brook, named for Leonard CLester, nllo 
was here iu 1633. Stony Brook, the largest 
tributary to Charles River, originates in Sandy 
Poud, runs south-soutlienst, and pawing through 
Beaver Pond unites i t l i  the Cl~arles a b u t  two 
miles above Beaver Brook. There a n  sever~l 
mills upon it. Its principal branch, the ancie~t 
Stower's Brook, or Hobbs' Brook, originates in 
Lincoln, and after a course of four miles due 
south unites with Stony Brook about two miles 
from its junctio~~ with Charles River. Tllis is 
supposed to be the stream formerly called Four- 
Mile Brook. Above nnd west of i t  is another 
small braach, called Cllerrp Brook. 

Distinctive names marked the several locllitim 
of the originnl town. The Small Lots, as tlie house- 
lots and homest~lls were called, were scnttered over 
its eastern portion, wl~icli embncm the present 
territory of the tom.  The. also included the meet- 
inq-house common of forty acm, Pequnx.wt or 
King's Common, and Pcquwwt Ifedow. The 
G m t  Dividends were four tracts of Innd, wmetirnes 



called squadrons, pnning westward, each one hun- 
dred and $aty to& in breadth, and lay next to tire 
Cambridge line on the north, beginning not far 
from the present boundary of Watertown and ITal- 
tham. Beaver B m k  Ploughla~tds, partly meadow 
and partly upland, lay between the Great Dividends 
and Charles River. They began " next the small 
lots beyond t l e  rear," and included Hither Plain 
or Little Plain, east of the brook, aud Further Plain 
o r  thk Great phiin, and later IYaltliam Plain, on 
the west. lime two divisions are i~rcluded in the 
present Icmits of \hl t l~am. &tween the Hither 
Plain and tlre Small Lots n n  the Driftway, the 
pre&t Gore Street. The Lien of Townsl~ip Lots 
were rest of Waltl~am Plain, ~ o u t h  of the Great 
~ividdnds, and extended beyond Stony Brook. 
Tlie Farms, or Farm Lands, now Weston, included 
what remailled as far as the Sl~dbury aud Iledham 
bounds. 

Of the early roads, most of which remain, the 
most important were Mill Street and Sudbury 
h d ,  the one terminating and tlie other begini~i~~g 
a t  the milt, near tile weir. Mount Auburn Street, 
as Mill Street is now called, begun below N o n ~ ~ t  
Auburn, and passing by the old gmvejard, tehni- 
nated at the mill at the loweit falls ori Charles 
River. ' It was also knowr as the Cambridge Road, 
o r  tlte Road to the College. The Sudbury Road, ex- 
tending westward from t l~e  mill, is liow lfain Street, 
retaining this name througlr IYaltharn. I t  was the 
great thoroughfare from Uoston, p s s i t~g  over the 
Neck, tltrougli Roxbury, 13rookii11e, n'ewton, altd 
over 11111 Bridge, tlie~~ce ucstwild to New Fork, 
and then to tlie soutli~va~l, and was for a long time 
the pri~lcipd m?d in tile colo~ries. The very an- 
cient road from Cambridge to ITaltIiam, lol~g known 
u the Back Road, is now Bclmont Street. L e x -  
in&on Street, begir~niag at Uclmout Street and 
exteading nortll by Elbo~v 11111, was a~icie~~tly 
&led the Concord Road. 

Prior to tlie settlement of Concord nnd Dedlram, 
in 1635, the o111y definite boundary of the town 
was that between it ant1 R'c\\to\\l~ (Camhridgc), 
the line runl~ing from Fresh Pontl nest-~~orth~vc-st 
straight into the country. Xlnrcli 2, lGSG, its rcbd- 
em limit was fixetl by an ortlcr of tllc court that "the 
bounds of IYntertoa~~ sllnll rill1 & miles into tile coun- 
trj from their mecting-house." June 8, 1639, the 
court 0dcrt.d " for tlre final end of nll dilierpnce 
betreell Watertoan, Coecord, a ~ ~ d  Dedl~arn, that 
1Vatertow11 eight miles sh:lll be cxteiitlrd upon the 
liDe betu-eea them and Cambridge as far as  Concord i 

bounds give leave; and that their bounds by the 
river shell run eight miles into the country in a 
straight line, as also the river doth for the most p r t  
run." Her original -tern boundary is supposed 
to cornpond very nearly with the present 77assnl 
L n e  and S p r k s  Street, Cambridge, begin~ring a t  
the southeast side of the East Dry of Fresh Pond, 
and running to the most no~.therly point of the 
bend in the river. The division line between 
\Yatertorn and Sudbuq was settled by commis- 
siouers in May, 1651. 

l17itliin her original limits were embm'ced the 
present towns of IYatertown, T\-altham, Weston, ' 
tlie greater part of Li~~coln, a part of Belmont, and' 
that prtion of Cambridge lying east of Mount ! 
Auburn Cemetery between Fresh Pond and Charles 
River. Watertown is now one of tlie ~mallest 
towns in the state. A strip was cut off for yew- 
t o m  ill 1631; thirty acres on the south side of 
Cllerles River were also relinquished to her* in 
1634; a third excision was made in 1635 in favor 
of Concord, and one half of its territory was taken 
off and i~ i co r~ ra t ed  as the torn of Weaton, Jan- 
uary 1, 1713. This tract had been commo~~ly 
known as Wetertoum Farms ; aftersrards as tlre 
Farmers' Precinct, eometimes as tlie Third Military 
Precinct, aud sometimes as the Western Precinct. 
Lincola, incorporated April 19, 1754, wan made 
from the nortliern part of Weston, the southern 
p r t  of Concord, and the western part of Lexington. 
The iucorporation of IValtham, January 4, 1738, 
took off about three fifths of Watertorn's already 
much diminished temtorp. After the incorpora- 
tion of I I 7 ~ t o n  the 3Iiddle Precinct waltham) 
became tlie West Pminct of I'iatertown. I u  
April, 1754, a strip oFlnnd about lmlf a mile wide 
was taken from the eastern border of tlie town and ' 

an~~e red  to Cambridge. Belmont, incorporated 
hfarcli 18, 1859, took off the nortliern part of the ' 

torn, i~~cluding Fresh Pond and more than one'. 
third of its remaining territory. Tile boundary 
brtwcen it and Watertown begins near the entrnuce 
of hlount Auburn, aed runs northreaterly on the 
soutl~ side of &lmont Street, seven l~undred and 
thirteen rods to the " four corners," thence north- 
erly one h u ~ ~ d r d  nnd eighty-six rods to Beaver 
Brook. 

These successive amputations hare diminished 
the a m  of tlie town fmrn about 29,000 to 2,887i 
acres, from which if the river, the arsenal, and tire 
cemeteries be deducted the actual acreage is reduced 
to 2,041. Although thus repeatedly shorn of her 
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territory, Watertown has nevertlteless continued to 
increase in lmpulztion, business, and wealth, the 
enterprise of her citizer~s proving equal to every 
emergency. 

Tlie fint printed description of Watertown is 
found in Woocl's New England's Pruqect, written 
in 1633. EIe says : " Half a mile westward of 
this plantation [Kentown] is Watertoall, a place 
nothing inferior for land, wood, meadow and rater 
to Newtowne. Within Iulf a mile of this town is a 
g m t  pond which is divided &ween these two towas, 
which divides their b u l l &  northward., A .mile 
and a half from this town is a fall of fresh waters 
which convey themreher ,into the swan tllrneh 
Charles River. A little 'b$ow this fall of. waters 
the inhabitn~~ts of 7\'atertonne have built a wear to 
catch fish whereit1 they take great itore of sliads 
and alewives. In  two tides tllep .have gotten 
100,000 of those fishes. g b s  is p6 im,all benefit 
to the plantation. Ships f sm~l1:buiEhen may 
come up to th- tao  torn!!but ths'byster banks 
do bar out the bigger ship." -: " 

Edward Johnson's description, t&efjtP,?in later;? 
begiw with a siogubr misdatement. ," Water- 
torn  is situate," so he wakes, ;'upon oh? of the 
brnnches of Charles ~ i r e r  f a fpitful plot ~ n d  of 
large extent, watered with ,many pl-iit spnhgs" 
and small rivulets runt+g like veins thmughout 
her body; which hat!! itwed her inhabitants to 
scatter in such mannef that their Sabbath asserii- 
blies prove very thin if tile season fpvoi not, and 
h t h  made this great B d w ~  consistitag of 160 fatni- 
11- to slletv ~iotbirlg deliglitful to. the eye in any 
place. This t o m  begun by,occasion of Sir Richard 
&Itonstall who, at hh aynval having &me store 
of cattle and servants t he j  *intered it; the& pnrts. ' 
This town abounds in several sorts of fish at tlieir 
seasons, bass, shad, alewives, frost-fish, and smelts. 
Their herd of kine and cattle of that kind are about 
450, with some store of sheep and goats. Their 
lend in tillage is near upon 1,800 acres. Their 
church is increased to near about 850 souls in 
church fellowship.'' . \  . - 

On the 12th of June, 1630, &&Arbell*-otie 
of the fleet of seve~iteen ships that'left ~ n i & d  
in that year, bearing Governor Winthrop, Deputy- 
Governor Dudley, Sir Ricl~nrrl Saltonstnll, Rev. 
George Pl~illips, Rev. Jol~n IYilron, nud others 
mftemard prominent in the settlement of tile col- 
oily of Jfassncl~usetts Bay, wst rscl~or ia the har- 
bor of Salem, whitller, in 1628, a colo~~y had 
preceded them, with Gytaiu Jolm Eadicott as its 

governor. In her came, it i believed, no l e s  thn 
fifteen of the first planters of Watertomt. Some 
of tliese emigrants were from tile west of England, 
but tlte greater number came from London and its 
vici~~ity. They were Puritan Nonconformists rho, 
self-exiled from their native land, sought on an nn- 
known sl~ore that liberty of religious worship which 
had been denied them at Ilome. Tliey came to 
stay, and their tomiliarit: nith husbandry or some 
useful hnndicraftjnsured the p m n e n c e  of tlwir 
settlemetit. A ngtler body of men, or one better 
e q ~ i ~ ~ e d ~ . ~ h ~ s i c a ! I  and momlly for the conquest 
df a lkilderness a 4  the founding of a great state, 
the $&Id La3 ne rq  seen. 

.After reco~~i~oitrmg tlie country about the bap for 
b more degiltrble place of settleme~rt, the penimuh of 
Charlestoan selected, and tl~itber the emigrants 
af once . p ~ e d .  Owing, however, to the r a n t  
of goqd ,an@, a portion of them, with Saltonstall 
as ' t k i r  l&d&t, accompanied by Mr. Phillip as 
their pastor, &on began a settlement about four 
miles up ClGrles giver, at first called Sir Richard 
9 . l t o n s t a l l ' s ~ ~ n ~ t i o n y  but, September 1, by the 
'court named Watertown, doubtless because it was 
'so welL~wated. Watertom M the first of the 
inland toms to. h bettled. 
' The- fract of"hd lying east, north, and sontlt 

of Mount Auburn is undoubtedly t11e site of the 
beginning of the plantation in 1630, and it a n 3  

icnlle&'"fhe tobn" at a very early day. I t  is con- 
iectured that the lot of Rev. Mr. Phillips, opposite 
!he Old Burying-Ground, a mile from the site of 
tl~e!colleges, was #s centre; that here the fint 

.-house of worship w h  built, and that here the fint 
:burials &re made, if any occllrred before the ap- 
propriatiok d the old graveyard for the purpose. 

On the 30th of May preceding its settlement ten 
of the Dorcl~ester emigrants, who had just arrived, 
proceeded up the river and landed wliere the United 
States Arsenal now stands. I t  is supposed that 
they planted crops here, and hence the name of 
D'prcheister Fields, by which it was long afterwards 
knihn, Roger Clap, one of the party, says : "We 
went up Charles River until the river grew NF 
row nr~d sliallow, and there we latided our goods 
with much labor and toil, the bonk being steep; 
and ~iight coming on r e  were iufonned that then 
were hard by us 300 Indians. One Englishman 
that could s p s k  their hnguage (an old planter) 
went to then1 and ndvi-sed them not to come near 
us in the night, arrd tiley hmrkened to Ilia counsel 
and came not. . . . . In the morthlg some of the 





Indians came and stood at  a distance off looking 
a t  us but came not near us. But when they Imcl 
been a while in view some of them camc and held 
out a great towards us, ao we eent a man with 
a biscuit and clianged the cake fcr 3 bass. After- 
nards they supplied us with bass, exchanging a 
bass for a biscuit cake and were very friendly unto 
us. . . . . We had not been there mruly days 
(although by our dilligence we had got up a kind 
of shelter to mve our goods in) but we had orders 
to come awry from that place which was about 
Watertom, unto a place called Ifattapan near 
Dorcheclter. So we removed and came to BIatta- 
pon." 

The uneventful annals of the toan record the 
peaceful progress of an agricultural commu~iity 
occupied in drawing its needful supplies of food 
from the soil aiid from the river, and occasionally 
sending its lit.tle colonies to the Connecticut valley, 
the " far west" of that day. Undisturbed by the 
terrible Indian war that in 1675 devaatated so 
many thrivi~ig New England villages, and un- 
troubled by tlie whirlwind of superstition that 
culmi~lated in the Salem tmgedy of 1693, h g u -  
larly free from these nnd other calamities that 
befell less fnvored localities, Watertown yet born 
lier full share in the efforts a~ld in the burdens of 
tile c d o ~ ~ y  ill its struggles, first for existence, and 
subsequently for indep~ldmce. For more than 
half a century she m s  preserved from mental stag- 
iintio~i by 1111 acrimo~iious dispute over the question 
of the proper location of a new meeting-house. 

A striking c o ~ ~ t n s t  to tlie simple lives of these 
h r i t an  emigrniits is afforded by those of their de- 
scendants of to-day. Religion furnished not only 
their spiritual food, but intellectual recmation ns 
well. The two Sunday services, the weekly lec- 
tore, and thc family clerotions, filled the place now 
occopied by the newspaper, the public l i bnq ,  tlie 
lyceum, public amusements, and the otller manifold 
methods of employing spare time. Books were 
scarce and liigl~ly prized, and -the Bible ex- 
ceptd -consistd priilcipllp of treatises by the 
Puritan diriucs. IYitliout being superstitious, tliey 
mn a provide~~tial si3nificnnce i s  the most tririnl 
occurrence*. Thus at lY\'ntertown, one day (so 

poor contemptible people which God had brought 
I~itlier, who sl~ould overeonle Satan here, and dis- 
psess him of his Kingdom." 

There was much sickness during tbe 5rst winter, 
which was one of great severity, and abo much 
suflering from ,wrc i t~  of food, mnny being oom- 
pelled to subsist solely upon shell-fish, ground- . 
nuts, aud acona. Several of tlie settlers lo& their 
houses and wigwams by fire, and Rev. Mr. Phillip 
and others had their hay burnt. The settlers wen 
also greatly annoyed by wolves, and one night, the 
report of a musket discharged at. them in Wnter- 
town having been heard at  Rosbury, the pople 
there, apprehending an InJian attack, were greatly 
excited, and were called to nrms by beat of drum. 
The alarm was commlrnicnted to the people of Boo- 
ton, wilo'also turned out, but rho, on lesrning the 
cause, were great1 relieved, and "went memly to 
breakfast," saJs the narrator of the incident. 

A site for a fortified t o ~ m  and for a capital of 
the coloiip having been selected by Govenior Win- 
throp and the assistants in December, 1630, the 
settlement of h'ewtown (now Cambridge) mrs began 
between Charlestorn and Watertown. The tem- 
tory of these tong ,  then undefined, ms contign- 
ous, and embrnml all that is now included in 
Cambridge, Arlington, Belmont, Lexington, and 
Somervillc. That between Charles River and 
Boxbury, nnd extending from the Back Bay to the 
rout,liwest, beloiipl to Boston and Watertorn. 
Between the 111ie of Xewtom and Sir R Salton- 
stall's homestead there was oirly one d inter- 
vening lot, and it is probable that a number of his 
companions found themselves included in the limita 
of the new aettle~ne~it. The boundary between Wa- 
tertown and Seatoun was established by the Gen- 
eral Court April 7, 1635. 

Tile torn, as well as the colon?, suffered aegreat 
loss in the spring of 1631, when Sir Etichad Sal- 
tonstall retunled to Eiiglaad, leaving his two eldest 
soils to marap  liis affairs. His is one of the first 
altlong the great namea on the roll d the foundem 
of Sew England, conspicuous alike for aound 
jutlgmeat, public spirit, humane and liberal views, 
and for social elid personal worth. He was tlw 
son of Samuel, nnd nephew of Sir Richard Sslt011- 

Gorenior lril~throp tells us), t'mai~g persons snw ' stnll, 1,orrl 3Iqor of London in 1597, and war 
a g m t  contest between n mouse and a snake. I born at Nuntricke, in the West Biding of York, 
After a long figlit the rnousc? prevailed, o~ul  killed ' England, in 15'30. He was a justice of the p c e  
the snake. The licv. Mr. IYilson of Boston, a 
very sincere and holy man, p v e  this irterpretation 

and lord of tile mniior of Ledelram, nenr Iaedr, 
when, hi 1638, he became one of the hfassachu&ta 

of it : the snake wss tlie devil; the mouse r u s  a . hy Compiiy, in whose charter 11e WM tbt fint 
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named of the e i g l i k  assistants. He was a promt- 
h t  advocnte of the transfer of the pverument 
of the company from England to the colony, and 
took a lesd i~~g pnrt in its transactions prior to the 
emigration. After his retunr he became one of the 
patentees of C<innecticut, and was active in pro- 
motiag its ttettleme~~t He cotitinud to manifest 
hia interest in both colonies by befrie~iding tliem 
on various occasions, thwarting the maclhatio~w 
against them by his' influence at court. In 16-44! 
he was ambassador to Iiolla~~d, where his portrnit 
waa painted bv Bmbra118t. In  1649 he was one 
of the Higli Court of Justice appointed to try the 
Duke of Hamilton, Lord Capel, tlie Ear1 of Hol- 
land, and Sir John Owen for high treason. His 
death occurred in 1658. A long line of distin- 
guished descendants hns illustrated the nnme of 
Saltonstill1 ia New E~~glaud down to the present 
clay- 

Salttinstall's letter of rebuke to the ministers of 
b t o ~ i  has been well characterized as "a noble tes- 
timo~iy' to his charitable rrrd Cliristia~~ feelings," 
which were in advnrice of the age. In i t  he says, 
" I t  doth' not a little grieve my spirit to hear what 
eadd thit~gs are reported dnily of your tyranny nnd 
persecutions in Xew England as that you fyne, 
whip and imprison men for their consciences." 
fle @m on to say, that to compel such men to 
come into their asselnblies as they know wfll not 
join in tlieir worship, and then to punish them for 
showing their dislike of it, is to rnnke tliem hyp-  
crites and sinners, " conformii~g in their outward 
marl for-fear of punishmeut. l'hese rigid ways," 
lie aclds, have laid you very low in tlie hearts of 
the aaynts. We pray for you and wish you pros- 
pritie every way md not to prnctice those courses 
in a wildeh~ess wliich you wei~t so far to prevent. 
. . . . I hope jou doe not assume to yourselves 
i~ifallibilitie of judgment when tlie most learned 
of the apostles confessed hie knew but in part and 
saw but darkly, as through a glass. Oh that all 
those r h o  are brethren though pet they cannot 
speak and think tlie same t11ieg-s might be of one 
accord iri the Lord! . . . . Tlre Lord give you 
meeke and humble spirits, and not to strive so 
'much for uniformitie as to keepe the unity of tlie 
spirit in the bond of pace ! " 

Watertown wns probably one of tlie Indian set- 
tlements of the bay depopulated by the terrible 
pestilence of 1617. Its advanta.ges for planting, 
beaver-hunting, and especially for fishing, could 
nut lmve been overlooked by the ~~atives, and at 

Nonatituin, on the other ride of the river, they ren 
quite nomemas. : blarcht 4, 1630- 31, u p n  r 
complaint made by sopmores John and Peter for 
the burning of two wigwams whicl~, apon examina- 
tion, n p l m d  to have been oecrwio~ied by Jama 
Woodward, aerva~tt of Sir Ricl~ard Salto~wtall, it 
was tl~erefore ordered "tlurt Sir Bichard s h d  
satisfie tlie Indians for the n-ro~ig doue to thm, 
which acconli~~gly he did by giviug them smn 
yards of cloth." September 4, 1632, the Court 
ordered a severe penalty to be inflicted on-Richanl 
Hopkins for sellit~g guns, powder, and allot to the 
k~clhns. At a Oetleral Court, September 6, 16.58, 
"I t  was agreed t l~at  the Court of Assistnnts should 
take order for the Indians that they may have satk 
faction for tlieir right at  Lynn and lhtertom!' 

March folloaiug tlie Court desired Mr. G i h  
"to agree with tlie IndLn~~s for the land rritliin the 
bounds of Watertown, Cambridge, and Bostou," 
for al~icli 393 88. 6d. was paid them h~ May, 
1610, by the two former to r l~s ;  Cambridge rim 
" to give Squr Sachem a ' coat eveky wirrter while 
she livetb." This Iudian queen was the widow of 
Nanepashemit. The bIassllcllusetts settlers wen 
,~~rnp~10usly cnreful to p y  the Indians for- their 
lands, mid to deal justly with them on all oa, 
siorls. 

The earliest existing lwlords of the town bear 
date in 1634, four years after its settlement, and 
in the same year that tlie creation of a l~ouse of 
deputies, or re1msentatives, wrought a most im- 
portant change ill the goven~ment of the colony. 
At the same time that tlie people began to be 
represented in the color~ial government they rlso, 
" for the ordering of t l ~  civil affairs of the town," 
intrusted them to t l ~ d  peculiarly New Eliglaud 
institutio~i, a board of selectmen, atit~ually cllosc~i 
by the freemen. The three Watertown men fid 
chosen to this bmrtl, one of rliotn waa to serve rs 
town-clerk, were 11-illiam Jmnison, Brim Pendletou, 
a~id Jolrn Eddie. 

What led to this improved metliod of adminis- 
tmtion was an order of the court, dated Febnurr~ 9, 
1G:31-32, " t l~at  B6O be levied out of tile *ve.enl 
plantations towa~ls making a pnlimcle about the 
New toan." 1Yl1en the warrant fur f 8, its propor- 
tion of that tax, reoclrecl ITatertowa, "the partor 
(Ur. Pbillip) and elder (Mr. Richard Bmme) u- 
sembled tile people and delivered their opinioas 
that it was not safe to pay lnotleys after that sod, 
for fear of bringing themselves and their posterity 
iuto bondng." Tlieir opposition wu hwful Porl 



proper, as the charter, so fat from autl~oizing the 
assistants to tax all penonr living on the eompy's  
hnds, did no$ even empower them to assess the 
freemen. Summoned before the governor and ae- 
sistants on tlie 17th of tlie same month, there wm 
"much debate," but being 'c the weaker party," 
they were compelled, snys Wiathrop, " to make a 
retraction and submission." In  view of the result 
of tliia couterition it seems altogether unlikely that 
auy retraction was made; at  my mte, Watertown 
l~as  reasoli to be proud of her defence of the p t  
principle of no taxation witiiout repre,~eiitation, for; 
o~ily thee  months afterward, at the very next meet- 
ing of the court, a committee of two was appoi~ited 
from each town to confer with tile court about 
mising " a public stock [treasury] ," and thus the 
popular representative body of the colony originated, 
and thus tlie trading corporation uncoiisciou;ly 
b e m e  r represei~tative democracy. Tlie names of 
Joh~i  Oldlian~ a~ld Joliii Masters stnnd first on this 
committee ; while tl~ose of Robert Feake, Richrnl 
Bromie, and John Oldlinm appenr as the delegates 
from IYatertown to tlie first Gencnl Court, held 
May 14, 1634. 

At  a court of assistants, April 12,1631,a watch 
to begin at sunset was ordered at  Dorchester and 
at  IT-aterto~m, and "if ally person ehall slioot off 
a piece after the watch is set he shall forfeit 408. 
or be wliipped." 111 May, 1634, this watch was re- 
duced from four to two, a~rd on hlrrch 9,1636-37, 
wads were also to be kept on the 3' Lords Days " 
and every person above the age of ei~liteen 
(except magistrates riid elden of churches) " shall 
be com~llable to this service.'' Every town was 
a t  the mme time o r t l cd  to have a watch-l~ouse. 
Tlie meeting-house n s  sometimes used aa a watcli- 
I~ouse, and also as tlic depositary of the amrnuni- 
tion of tlie town. In 171 1 tlie old school-house 
on Scliool-liouru: Hill was odered to be r e l n i d  
for a watch-house. In 1639 the torn wm fined 
for not having a pair of stocks, tilid ordered to 
procure otie. 

In the early clays p a t  importance, was attached 
t o  tlie performance of tlrc duties of citize~drip. In 
1639 it m s  orclcred tlint any duly wanin1 freeman 
absent from a torn-niceti~~g shoultl be find 2s. 011., 
o pennlty aftemads incmsed to 58. A selcctn~n~~ 
absent from tlrc place of meeting " p t  9 of the 
clock i the foreiioon " illso forfeitel 28. 6d. to the 
town. One of tlie duties of tlw wleetmen was 
to  take turns,  ever^ nl:ln Ilia dny to sitc u p n  the 
pllcry to look to tlie ~ o u t h s  tint they ma! prevent 

mi-wmrges in the time of public -se& on the 
Lord's Day." They were also to toke notie pf 
"sundry p m n s  in tliis towne who are in th+ 
habits contmry to tile law concerning tlie ex- of 
appawll," and to see t l ~ r t  none "except sudr os 
the law clot11 allow, do either wear silke g o d s  or 
silke scarfes, p u l d  or silver Ince, or butto~ls, rib 
bons a t  knees or tnssed handkerchiefs, upon 
ferfeiture of wllnt penalty the law doth ,apoynt 
which is, tlint they shall be rated in the country 
mte after &ZOO in the same." Among the early 
enactmatts of t l ~ e  town ww one offering a rewan1 qf 
58. for each wolf killed in the t o m ;  anotlier affix- 
ing a penalty upon rlioeuer " should suflrr 11is dog 
to come to the meeting upon tlie Lonl's Day "; 
and that ordering that the two faire at  IVatertom, 
" the one upon tlie first Friday of the 4th munth ; 
the other u p i i  the first Friday of tlre 7th month 
sliall be kept upon tlie traynitig place." 

At t J ~ e  aecoiid meeting of the governor atld 
assistants September 7, 1630, pmntions wpm 
taken in ant icipt io~~ of 1iid& attacks, aml pro- 
vision was mnde for tlie support of CPptai~r DY~icl 
Patrick of Watertown, and Captain John Untlcr- 
hill of Boston, both of wliom lud servecl,in t h  
Low Countries, as instructors in the military art. 
The latter Imd tlie trnini~ig of the. soldiers on tlle 
south side of. Charles River, while Patrick had 
charge of tliose on the north side, at  Cliarlesfoum, 
Watertown, R-ertoirn, aud Nedford, the men of 
the two former towns tmining together nirtil 
1635. 

I I t  seems probable that tlie settlen of w ; w o i n  
1 were rnore numerous than those of the other t oms  
planted in 1630, and that this superiority of pum- 
bers was maiiitaid for twenty years. Tlle ap- 
portionment of tlle early tax levies indicates tliis. 
Her people, like those, of Roxbuv, mi bin 
to be overcrowded, a11d to disperse either to form 
iler plantations, or to go to other towns nlrc3tly 
settled. In August, 1635, i t  ms "qqd by 
consent of tlre freemefi (in consideration tlicq h 
too many inhabitants in tlie town, and the town 
tliereby in danger to be ruinated) that no f a m i ~ ~ y r  
coming into tlie tom, or any family amoag our- 
wlvcs sliall have nnp benefit of comtnoilagc W 
land undivided, but what tliep din11 l~orcliaw, ex- 
cept tlmt tlrep buy a man's ridtt rl~ollv ill tile 
ton-n." I t  ms further n,ml, " tlrnt, ~ ~ l ~ m \ r r  
being an i~ilubitait ill the t o m  d~a l l  n**ive ally 
person or family up011 their prnlxkly, tli:bt 
prore c b r p b l e  to tlle tourn s l d l  mintail1 ti* 
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mid person at  their o m  c h a p  or to see the t o m  
- .  harmless." ' 

WetherstWd, the oldest ~wn;h Carmecticut, 
received from TVntertorn its first considerable 
emigration iii 1854. Pyqnag, its Indian name, 
ras changed. in 1635 to Watertom, and later to 
Wethenfield. Some of this colony ;ere afterwards 
among the Bnt wttlers of Stamford, Uilford, and 
Bnnford.. May 29, 1635, tlie f o l h f i ~ g  Water- 
town men went to WethersfUeld~ Rev. Richard 
Dent&, @bert RepnoIda, Jolin' S t r k h n d ,  Jonas 
WeedeiBev. John Sherman, Robert Coe', itad An- 
drew Ward. The two latter afterwatddsettled in 
bamhrdl Leonard Chester, Jolin Rnch, Nathan- 
iel Pooh, Jolin Oldliatn, Edward  pie^, John 
Beyl~olds, and Robert Rbse went before 1642.- 

I n  1636 Dedham'wai largely settled fmvl Wa- 
tertown, and in tlie s p e  year some of baF' +pie 
wen among the se t t l h  bf Concord. Sudburyms 
the next'fadq plankd by Watertown, tlie c o w ,  in 
November, 1837, " in -regard of their straitness of 
accommocZBtion and want of weaclow:',~vingthem 
leave upon their petition ' f  to remove and settle a 
plantation upon the river which runs.io Concord." 
Martha's Qiseyard wae fir& planted -by a Rater- 
town col~ny led by Thomas IIayhew in 1643, 
and her sons were the pioneers in the settlement 

. of Lamskr, Oroton, Fnminsham, Shrersbury, 
- Worcester Butland, and S$ncer, also of many < -  

of the towns in southeni and &Stern Connecthut; 
and on Long Lsland. ., Emigrantp from Watertorn 
a* found ,among the early settlers bf nearly all of 
the t o m  in bfiddlesex County. . ? 

The earliest list of the ilihabitwts of Wetertocs 
is 'dated July 25, 1036. I t  is "a grant of the 
Great Dividends [allotted] to the-freemen fand] 
to all the bwnsmen tlien inhabiting, being'f 20 in 
number." 

Sir' E.  salto on stall,^ 100 (acres); Robert Fealie, 
John I,ovemn, Tllomas bfafhew, George Pliillips, 
each 80 ; William Paine, Brian Fendleton, Simon 
Stone, Edward How, Abraham Shaw, ench 70; 
William Jennison, ~ i m n n  Eire, Leonard Chester, 
John k a m n , .  John hrnnrd, Henry Goldstone, 
John Cutting, Edward GofTe, Ephraim Child, Sam- 
uel (Wm.). Snayne, Jolin Firmin, each 60 ; Jollr~ 
Page, John Eddy, I ~ m c  Sterne, Richard Kimbill, 
Thomas Cakebread, Edmund Shcrman, John Hay- 
ward, Abrnham Bromie, Bicllard Brnwne, John 
Wlitsey, each 50 ; IVillinm Hammond, Edmund 
~ a i e s ,  Gregory Stone, John Ginpbury, Joliu 
Eaton, Willialn Swift, each 40 ; Isaac Cumn~ins, 

Robert Abbot, Thomas Pl~ilbrick, Barnabas Wincl*, 
John O m ,  John Smith',- Sr., Robert- Daniel, 
Charles Cliodaick, Somuel IIosier, Roipxt Lock- 
rood, John h t c l d o r ,  Willin~n Briclp, Gmpr!. 
Taplor, John Gay, Ilrary KimL11, h'atllariel 
Bowman, Jol111 Spring, Ricltnrd IVooclward, each 
35; .loltn Finch, William Palmer, Philip Taber. 
John D o w t t ,  John harence, Francis Ong, 
Henry Briglit, Elugh 31~son, Jobn Coolidge, Isaac 
IIixer, John Stoaers, John Simpson, John Broane, 
John Dwight, \VillLm Knapp, Bobert Ihcke, Ed- 
ward Garfield, Erlmatid Lewis, NicboGs Kuapp, 
JVilliam Barehaw, George bfunningr, 'l'hornu 
Arnold, Tliomm Bogen, Edward Dix, Thomas 
Bartlett, each 30; Joseph Mom, William Raker, 
Esther Pickeran, Richard Sawtel, John L i m o r e ,  

dohn Tomson, Christopher Grant, Thomas IVincoll, 
Jolin [Wm.] Gutterirlge., John Tucker, &chard 
Beers, *as Hastings, Daniel Pieice, George 
Riclianls&f5 Jnmes Cutler, Johd G r i m ,  h m n a  
Waters, Edward Lamb, Martin U~iderwood, Ed- 
mund Wliitr, John Ellet, Jolin Winter, Miles 
Nutt, each 25 ; Robert Veazy, John V a h ,  Bob 
ert Jennison, Ilobert Betts, Henry Dengnine, 
John Rose, Tliornas IIuron, Henry Cittris, Thomas 
Brooks, Dq~iel Morse, Mathew Hitchcock, Thomas 
Smithi Benjamin Clispe, T h o b  Parish, Roger 
wellington, Garret Church, 40 acres tw:h. 
-4 

Freemen of Watertown prior to 1640. The 
fir& fourteen named applied in October, 1630. 
Admitted say, 1Q1, Mr. George niltips, Mr. 
~ i c h a r d  Browu, Sergeant John Strickknd, Ed- 
mund Lockwood, John Page, J o b  Doggett, 
Ephiaim Child, Bobert Seeley, bfr. W ~ l l i m  
Clarke, Mr.-BPbert Feake, Samuel Hosier, Charles 
Chadwick, Mr. TVillim Jennisan, Danitl Abbott, 
Jonas Weede, Captain Da~tief Patrick, Mr. John 
Oldham, John Gaae, bfr. Biehanl Saltonstall 
(Jr.), Mr. John Masters, John Wmrren, Daniel 
Finch, Isaac Sterne, John Firmin, Francis Smith ; 
IIardl, 1692, Abraham Browne ; November, 1692, 
John Benjamin; March, 1633, John White, adin 
Smith; May, 1634, Thomas Cakebread,' Mr. 
Thomas blayliew, Edward How, John Hayward, 
Andrew Wnrd ; September, 1634, Bryan Pendk- 
ton, Martin Underwood, Anthony Pierce, John 
Bernard, John Eddy, Samuel Smith, John B~WIIC, 
Hobert Reynoltls, Katlianiel Foote, Bobert Abbo~ ,  
Robert Coe ; blarch, 1635, Hugh Jlaw~i, Thomas 
Bartlett, George Munning, Edward Din, John - .  
Prince, John Wolcott ; bfay, 105%- Barnabas 
Wines, John Reynolds, Henry Bright, Thomas 
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Hastings, John Livermore, Jolin Batchelor, John 
Gay, John Tompsoii, Richard Kernball, Daniel 
Morse, Edward Gar6cld ; September, 1635, Rich- 
ard IVoodward; IInrcli, 1636, Nicholas Jacob, 
Nicllael Barstow, John Whitney, 7Villiam Swain, 

.John Kingsbury ; hfny, 1636, John Knight, 
Mathias ( ?  Miles) Ives, William IIammond, Ed- 
ward Oofle, Edmund Lewis, John Stowers, John 
Smith (? Jr.), John Eaton, Edmuud Slienaii, 
John Coolidge, Sinion Stone, Gregory Stone, Jolin 
Loveran, \lrilliam T\Tilcocks, Edward l\'Iiik, 
Thomas Bmoks; lfarcli, 1637, dbrabam Sbaw, 
Robert Lockwood, 7Tilliam Bamli~m, Ricliard 
Beers, Thomas Carter, Richard IYaite; April, 
1637, Thomas Brighain, Jollii Lawrence, Simon 
Eire; May, 1637, John Rogers, Miles Nutt, 
Tl~omas Smith, Thomas Rogers, Joliii Sherman; 
March, 1658, Jolin Peirce, Nicholas Busby, David 
Fiske ; May, 1638, Isaac Mixer, Henry Kembdl, 
Henry Dow, Daniel I'eirce ; bIarcli, 1639, John 
Dwight, Henry Phillips, Robert Daniel; May, 
1639, Samuel Freeman, Nicliolas Gay, Edmu~id 
Blois, Roger Porter ; September, 1639, John 
Cnss, Robert Tucke, Robert Saildenon. 

The war ending in tlie extinction of the warlike 
Pequot tribe in 1637 was caused by the murder 
of John Oldliam, a higl~ly respected citizen of 
Watertoan, its deputy to the first General Court, 
and a member of its church, allile trading at Block 
Island, July 20, 1656. .Immetliately afterward 
Joliu Gallup, in a larger veqsel, with a crew con- 
risting of olie man and two boys, seeing Oldliam's 
pinnace in the pos.session of Indians, ran into her 
with such force as nearly to overset her. Six of 
the I~idians jumped overboard and were drowned. 
Rept i r ig  the ixlanceuvre a second and a tliid tiine, 
the rernainilig Iildiiins were either drowlled or 
taken, and two boys who had accompanied Oldliain 
were rescued uninjured. This is the first American 
sea-fight on record. 

Eusigr~ IYilliam Jennison, one of the four offi- 
cers in colnlnarid of the expeditioll to Block Island 
in the follo\vi~~g autu~nn, "to do justice to the 
Indirns for tlie inurtler of Ilr. Oldliam," was, in 
Blarcli, 1637, chosen first caphill of tlie train-band of 
\\'nterto\vn. He wns a lnan of cnl)acity al~d integ- 
rity, nntl stis almost constantly in the public servicv. 
All the able-bodied men of the colonj were, i De- 
cember, 1636, nrtange~l ill t l lm regiments, tho* of 
the districts nor  inclutled ill the coui~ties of Suf- 
folk, Essex, and Middlesex. Of tlle latter, which 
tben iuclutled Charlestow~i, Newtowu, Watertown, 

Concord, and Dedham, John Haines was colonel, 
Boger Harlakenden lieutenantcolonel, and Gptair  
Patrick muster-mash. l\'atertou~u rnised fonrteerr 
of the one hundred aiid sixty men levied for the 
Pequot War, in April, 1637, and the first forty Mas- 
sacl~usetb levies  narcl lied under Captain Patrick. 
Lieutenaiit Robert Seele!, a Watertoan man who 
liad removed to Connecticut, was second h com- 
marid to Cal)tain Jol~ii Iliason 11 the famous @ht 
mid destruction of tile Pequot stronghold. 

From November 28, 1643, to November 9, 
1647, the mcords of tlie town are lost. Records 
of marriages, birtlu, and deatlis were ordered by the 
court in September, 1639, to be kept, alid June 14, 
16453, they appointed a l' clerk of the writs" to 
~xrform the service. The first of these officere i r  
Watertown was Simon Eire. The earliest mar- 
riage on tlie record is that of Jolin Bigelow and 
Nary Warren, in 16#2, "before Mr. NowelL" 
Marriage, then regarded as a civil contract, was for 
a long time performed only by magidrates or s p a  
cially autliorized persons. The earliest record of a 
marriage here by a clerg~man was that by Rev. 
Jolin Bailey, August 10, 1686. For fifteen yeam 
after John Saltonatall's departure, and until Mr. 
Ric11ard Browne was authorized to perform the 
ceremony, the people of the town, being without 8 

magistrate, were: obliged to apply to magistrates of 
other towns to be mamed. 

The apostle Eliot began Ilk missionary labors 
among tlie Lidians "near T\'ntertown BIill, upon 
the soutli side of Cliarles River," iu October, 1646. 
Tliis is not the place in rliicl~ to enlarge upon this 
subject, nor can we know how much interest tlie 

I people of T\-atertown took in this pious but futile 
1 effort to Christianize the lieatlien around them, but 
I to us it seems one of the most picturesque aud 
1 memorable incidents in our early history. Five 
years later the Indian church and village of Natick 
were founded by Elid. 

One of tile earliest of tlie executious in New 
England for \ritcllcnft took place about 1650, 
when a Mrs. Keudnll of Cambridge was judicially 
rnunlered for k\vitching to death a child of Good- 
man Gennings (Jennison) of TVatertosu. The 
princip.1 ericlence was tliat of a T\'atertown nurse, 
\vho testified that tlie said Kenilnll did make much 
of the cllild, and then tlie cliild was sell, but 
qiiickly clianged in color and died a few hours 
after. After tlie esecution tlie p~rents denied that 
tlieir child was bewitched, and stated that i t  died 
from imprudent exposure to cold by the nurse the 
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night before. The n n m  was soon after8put in 
prison for adultery, nnd there died, " and so the 
matter wns not further enquired into." 

I n  the formicL~We Indian outbreak of 1675-76, 
known w Philip's War, wliicll threatened the de- 
druction of the New Englnnd colonies, thirteen 
tow~rs were destroyed u ~ d  more than six hu~'~dml 
men, elliefly young men, the flower of the conntry, 
perished in the field. Watertown esblped, but her 
atizens were repentedly called out to repel the 
otlslnugl~t of the snvages upon neigliboting towns. 
Tha following names of twenty " mldiers," im- 
p d  from Wntertown in November, 1675, for 
the defence of the colony, were retnrned by Cap- 
hi11 Hug11 Mason as #' ratioaaly most 8t to goe 
upon the' servis": "Daniel1 Warrin, Sr., John 
Bii lah,  Sr., Nathaniel Hely, Josepll Tayntor, Jolln 
Whitney, Sr., George Hnrringtoa, William Iinpr,  
Jr., John Wrkhurrit, Sf iclmel Flagg, Jacob Bul- 
lad, Isaac Leanled, Joseph Waigi~t, George Dill, 
William Pierce, No thnniel Sanger, Masts Whi tney, 
Jdm IVindnm, Joseph Smith, Nathaniel Barsham, 
John Barnard." 

The brave Captain Beers, of Watertom, while 
marching from Hadley to bring off the gnrrison at 
Squakheng (Northfield), was, on the mornihg of 
&ptember 4, 1675, wojlaid by the Iadians nncl 
slam, together wit11 about twerity of his men. The 
scene of the conflict is to this day called Beers' 
Plain, and the eminence to which he withdrew his 
mea and where Ile fell is still known as Beers' 
Rfbunhin. Riellard Beers came to Watertow11 in 
1630. He was a soldier in the Pequot War, p r -  
ticipating, as he himself wys, "in two several de- 
signs when the Lord delivered them into onr 
hands," Soon after, or, as he says, " Uppon his 
return, such a aeakness fell uppon his body that 
for 8 yean space he was much disi~~abled to labor 
for his famyly, slwnding a grcat pnrt of that little 
he had upon pl~esitions." He was a sergeant in 
1613, when tile court ordered him to superilltend 
cctlle breeding of saltpetre." His homestead, 
rbre  in 1631 he was licensed to kerp an odi-  
nary, was on the mutl~aest border of Fresh Poad. 
I n  1664 Ile petitioned for a gmnt of land frnm the 
colony ' c ~ ~ h e r e  he con find it in this wilderness, 
seeing he Ilath many cldldrcn to share in the 
anme and hath k i l  an i~~liabitant in this jnrirulic- 
tion ever since the first beginning tl~en.of, and 
according to 11is weake abilities served the same." 
He wns a representative from 1063, and I I : ~  lwea 
a lieuteim~t runlly pcars, but wns st!led captain 

when, at the.age of sixty, he went upon bis last fatal 
expedition. 

Chptnin Hu,gh qhlason, who at  the head of forty 
Wntertown -men mnrchctl to the relief of Groton, 
was, IInrcIi 15, 1676, nppinted one of a committee 
of four to proviile for the defence of tlie frontier 
towns. bf Bficldlcscx County. April 20, his men 
nssisted the inh:lbitnnts of Sudbury to repulse the 
attack of two hundred Indians, whom the drove 
across the river. Xext day they follow2 tbem 
and renewed the nthck in the hope of aff~ding 
relief to Captain IVdsrortli, but tilere being "too 
many of them, our men, atlo were almost sur- 
roueded, rctrentcd to Cnphin Goodnow's gnmwn. 
Some of I\7\'ncls+orth's men wl~o had taken refuge 
in Noyes' Ifill were rescud by &$on, who, join- 
ing Captain Iiuntiug's comtnnp, went over the 
river, gathered the slilin of n'dsworth's and 
Bmklebaak's compnies, and buried them. This 
was Philip's last success, and he was soon after- 
wards hunted down and killecl. Captain Mason 
was aeventy-sin j a r s  of age at this time. He nu 
one of the original settlers of the town, 'and had 
been a representative and selectman'for many yean. 
He was c11osen captain ia 1652. I t  is col~jectured 
tllnt he was the brother of the distinguished Cap 
bin John &son of Connecticut. 

Some of tlie ITatertown rnen who fell in the wan 
with the Indians sere : William Flagg, at Lnn- 
cnster, August 22, 1675; John Chinery, at North- 
field, September 4,1675; John Ball, nt Lancaeter, 
September 10, 1675 ; John Sl~erman, Jr,, son of 
Captain John, at tile Nnrrapnsett Fight ; George 
Hnrrington of I\7ads~vortl~'s company, at Lancaster, 
February, 1676; Lieutenant Gershom Flogg, at 
Lalnprey River, July 6, 1690, nnd Sergen~~t Jacob 
Fulllam, at Lovewell's Pond, May 8,1725.' ' 

Watertoan's proportion of the tax for the carry 
ing on the war ngninst Philip was 645. Januaq 
32, 1677, tile governluent made allowance to t b  
people distressed by the m r ,  and nllotted to the 
selectmen of the several towns their proportion 
out of tlre " Irish Chnrity " in meal, ontmexl, 
 heat, malt nt 18e., butter per ball ad., and 
cheese 4d. per pound. Nineteen I\'atertow~ fami- 
lies, consisting of *verity-six persons, were thus ' 
nidcd, Boston and Cl~nrlestown being a1011e elititled 
to a laver measure of relief. 

111 1727 the soldiers \rho were in tlie Narrngnn- 
sett expeclition in 1675, or their lawful r e p m n h -  
tives, petitia~~ed tile Genenll Court for the hd 
promi-d tliem wlrcn tlwy enlisted. Their petitioa 



was granted, and to the Watertown men nnmed 
below was assigned n portion of Tomsliip No. 
2, now Westminster, Nassncliusetts. They were 
John Sawin for his father Thomas, El~hraim C u t  
ter, James Cutting for liis father James, John 
Bernard? Joshua Rigclow, l\'illiam Slnttuck, 
Joseph Grant for his father Josepl~, Zaclmriab 
Smitli for his father Jonathan, Samuel Hngar for 
lris father John, George Hamngtoll's heirs, John 
Harrington, J w l b  Pr ie t  for his father Joseph, 
ibchariah Cutting, J o l i ~ ~  Driglit for his uncle John, 
George Parmeter for Iris father William, Joseph 
&a11 for his uncle Jacob Ilullard, Thomas Hamng- 
ton for his aife'a father Timotl~y Rice, Joliu Sher- 
man for his uncle Jolin, Captain Joseph Bowman 
for his wife's u ~ ~ c l e  James Banmd, Jose1111 Smith 
for hie father Joscpli, Ricliard Beers for liis father 
Elnathan, Michael Flegg's heirs, John Cuttiag for 
his father John, the heirs of Dr. Wellington and of 
Benjamin Wellisgton. 

When, upon tlie news of the landing of the 
Prince of Onnge in England, tlie people of Boston 
and vicinity o\~ertlirea tlie hated govcr~imc~it of 
Aadrw, representatives from all tlie towns in tlie 
colony niet at Boston, May 22,16SO, to consult as 
to  the propriety of rcsu~ni~ig tlie old charter. Wil- 
liam hncl  and Belljamin Garfieltl, on bel~alf of tlie 
people of \\'atertown, were instructed to maiiitain 
"tiie charter rights," tliat is, the old charter, and 

agree to tile declmtion set forth at a previous 
meeting of representatives until further orders from 
the English government. This course was recom- 
mended by a l a w  majority of tile ~OIVIIS,  but tlie 
old cllarter was never restored, and a new one, less 
lileral in some respects, was granted by King ITil- 
Iiarn 111. in 1691. 

After the decease of Captain John Sherman in 
1691 the town was divided into three military 
precincts. The first was under Captain \Yilliam 
Bond, who wns made R magistrate in lGSG ; t l ~ c  sec- 
ond (M"i'ltham) was Lieutellnut Garfieltl's ; and tiie 
t h g  (\Veston) was tliat of Lieutenant Josinll Jones. 

The ineffectual attc~npt to establisl~ three q u l n r  
markct-placcs in h s l o n  in 1731. gave great oft'cncc 
to the ileighboring towns, who nqanletl t l~is re- 
striction as an infrii~grmc.nt of tlwir rigl~ts. 111 

retaliltio~i, the peoplc of Watertown voted to sus- 
pend all intcrcouwe aitlr the h t o ~ ~ i n i r s  at their 
markets under a 11e;lv.v li~i:llty, but it is probable 
tllat a measure so absurd as that of proliibiting 
people fmni dlirig vegetables wlicre it wils for 
their interest to sell, won h m e  a dead letter. 

111 1758 a compng from IFatcrtom and vicinity, 
commandtrl by Cqrtptaiti Jona t l~n  Brown, was in 
service in Cniinda, in the regiment of Colonel TTil- 
liam \\-illiams. Captain Brown was afterwards 8 

meinber of the Provincial iloiigre~~, erving on 
important committees, and was for mm~y rears a 
selectman. 

IVatertom-n, in common with the other towns in 
the colony, heartily co-opnted m i d  k t o n  in the 
various mensures of the patriot leaders in opposi- 
tion to the arbitrary acts of tlie British gov- 
ernment. Tlint imposing duties on tea, paper* 

' glass, etc., a r o u d  u~iiveml illdipation. At  the 
/ meeting licld ia Boston towards tile close of the 
' p r  1767, for the encolirngement of home produc- 

tions and to lcsscn foreign importations, the other 
towns were appealed .to for sjmpathy and support 
in tliis policy. Katertown, January 18,. 1768, 
responded by voting to clispense with imported 
goods, at the mme time'declnring all foreign teas 
exp~isive and pernicious, as well ag unnecemq. 
" This continent," sl~e wid, " abouuds with many 
herbs of a more salubrious quality, ahich, if r e  

I were as .much used to as t l~c  poiso~~ous Boll- 
would no doubt in time be as agreeable, perhaps 
much more PO ; and wl~ilst by a malily influence 
we expect our women to make this sacrifice to-the 
good of their coui~+, we hereby declare r e  shall 
I~ighly l~onor and esteem the encouragers of our 
own manufactures and tlie general use of the. pro- 
ductio~~s of this continent, this b e i ~ ~ g  in our judg- 
ment at this time a necessnry means, under God, of 
rendering us a happy and free pple." 

Tlius i t  appears that almost sir yenm before tire 
ten was tl~rowii in to ,hs ton  Harbor it had been 
thrown overboard, metnpliorically, by IVatertown, 
which took tlie lead in denouncing this "expensive, 
pernicious, ant1 poisonous " herb. 

At the &%me meeting her wpmntative was in- 
structed, while r s i s t i ~ ~ g  all e~rcroacliments upon 
lier rights and joining in all vieomus but legal 
ancl p m a b l c  measures for obtai~~ing relief, "not 
to be clmwn into ally rndi or disorderly inwures, 
either disrespctful to the best of sovercig~s, or 
undutiful to our motlicr country," tl~us indicatiag 
IIO\\- far they tl~cn \rere from any thougl~t of my 
~ ~ o u ~ ~ c i n g  allegiance to Great Britain. Tlie circular 
of tlie Ik~ston Committee of Cormpndcnce, issued 
ill Ko\.c~nber, 1772, enu~nenting ilie uroi~gs and 
grievarws i~ittictcvl by the 13ritislr Parliament, 
a ~ ~ d  c;alli~~g ulmn the people to br 1mtcltf111, was an- 

1 swered by the I\-atertoru commi~w, February 4 



1773, in tern thnt s tm~gly  aud solem~~ly ex- 
p d  its conviction of the dangers and duties of 
the " momentous crisis " at lund. 

Tire sentiments of the inhabitants up011 the 
destruction of the tea in Boston Harbor found 
expression in t b  spirited resolves a~rd preamble of 
the town-meetii~g of J i ~ ~ ~ u a r y  3, 1774. " \Ve are 
fully of opiuion," say they, " tlmt the people had 
no design a r  desire that the tea ou board the ves- 
sels should be destroyecl or ally way dama,d but, 
on the contrary, were very desirous a~rd u.d their 
utmost eudeavbrs that wid ten might be safely re- 
turned to the owtien thereof." Tlrc accompat~?ing 
reuolves proscribe with all possible streugh of 
expression the use of tea in auy mode or quan- 
tity. 

As early as May, 1774, just before the closing 
of. the port of Boston, the selectaten-Samuel 
White, David Bemis, Josllll~ Capen, David Snttger, 
a d  Elijal~ h a d  -bou~lit four half-barrels of 
powder, and p p s e d  to the town the yurclrase of 
balls aud flints. The colntnittee of correslmnd- 
ena..were Satnuel Fiske, Moses Stone, Richard 
Clarke, Jedediah Leathe, and Kathaniel Stone. 
The town was represented in the Blicidlesez County 
Convention, held August SO, 1774, a t  Concord, 
which declnred its ii~tetrtion to "nullify the late 
acts of prliament in violation of our rights." 

The Ilerolutior~ was now making rapid progress, 
and early in September t l ~   tort^ ordered that its 
militia sllould be'exercised two l ~ o u n  every week, 
a t~d  that its stock of arms ar~d ammunition sl~ould 
be inspected. Tl~is was followed up by votes ia- 
structiug its tax-collectors to pay their money itrto 
the treasury of the town instead of that of the 
provi~tce; directing t l~Rr  representative, Captnin 
Jonatllan Brown, to unite wit11 those of the other 
torus in formi~rg a provincial c o ~ ~ g ~ s ;  and au- 
thorizing- the ~noutlting a ~ ~ d  eiluil)pit~g of the 
two pieces of cannon in the tonn. Kovember 21, 
1z74, a committee of uine was aplmiritecl to carry 
into effect the asmiation aitd rcsoli-es of the Gen- 
eral Congress at Plriladelpl~ia, and likewise thaw 
of the Provincial Congress. h millute-compa~iy 
nns formed Jni~unry 2, 1775, "four coppers" (to 
be laid out for refresliment) being allowed each 
man for his ntteadi~t~ce ollcc a week to lerrrt~ mili- 
tary exercises. Its officers were: Samuel Baroard, 
captain ; John Stntton, first lieutetia~~t ; Phi~lcltas 
St~rns,second lieutc~in~~t; Eclivanl IInrri~lgtotr,.Jr., 
ensign ; S;lmut.l S;rngcr, Abtrcr Cnft, Clrristopher 
Grant, Jr., aud Josia11 Capell, Jr., sergeants; S t e  

plien ITl~itney, Moses Stone, Jr., Isuac t3amha1, 
Jr., and Nathaniel Bright, corpmls. 

On the morning of the lnemorable 19th of 
April, 1775, tlre 3liddLcsex regiment, w l e r  Cob 
nel Thomas Gadaer, mtnbled  at the \Vatertorn 
meeting-house. Michael Juckso~t, wlto commanded 
tlre Kewton compiny tllat day, and afterwards, r 
~olorrel of tlre 8th Y;w,wcItusetts Regiment, s e d  
thmugh the Bevolutio~lary War, fountl, on h i  rr- 
rival at the ~neeting-lmt~se, tlmt the officers were in 
couucil in the adjnceut school-house. Obtaini~~g 
the floor, lie told them that the time for talkir~g 
had passed and the time for fighting had co~ne; 
that if they meant to oppose the marc11 of the Brit. 
ish troops they must fortlrwitl leave t l e  a c i ~ ~ ~ l -  
house and tnke up their march for Lexington, md 
that he intended that his c o p p ~ t y  should take tbe 
sllortest route to get a shqt at the Britislq Hi 
blunt, vigorous speech broke up the coindl, each 
cornpany being left to tnke its own course. !The 
of Serton and M'akdorn, joi~~ing uaer Lexingtou, 
encout~tered Lord Percy's retreatiug column, ex- 
changing sl~ots with it, aud l~at~ging upon its &ok 
a ~ ~ d  renr, until, at nightfall, it reacl~ed Chrlestoru, 
cotnpletely ealwusted and demoralized. They p 
ceived up011 the field the t l ~ a ~ ~ k s  of Dr. UTarttn, 
president of the Proviocial Congress, for theit 
bmvery. The IVatertown men \rere led that &I 
by Captain, afterwn~ls Major, Samuel h r tu rd ,  o~le 
of the Boston 'ka-Party, losing only one of their 
number, Joscpl~ Coolidp, in the acti011. 

Three days after the bnttle the second Provi~r- 
cia1 Congress arljoun~ed from Cancprd to  Water& 
torn, its sessions and those of the third a t d  last, 
as well as those of the Geltern1 Court, its succesclor, 
being held in the old meeting-house uritil the 
adjournment of tlre latter body to the state-howe 
i hton,.November 9, 1776. President La~lg- 
don, of Harvard College, pmchecl tlre Electii 
Sermon before the Coiigress that , asembled here 
bfny 31. After the departure of President Man- 
cock, rho  was a del-te to the congrw a t  Phila- 
delphia, Joseph \\Tarreu, the early martyr in th 
cause of Amerima f d o r n ,  presided over its delib 
enttio~rs ut~til the memonrble 17th of Juue. Be- 
fore his departure for the scene of action tllat day 
he ei~trented the ladies of the house is.which he 
boarded to prepare lint 11t1d bandap ,  ob te~i~lg ,  
"T l~e  poor fellows will unet them all befere 
niglrt." 

In 1775-76 t k  Cou~lcil met in an adjacent 
lrouse on Xouut A u b w  Street. WLur &ahail 
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8- was opened this buildink had to bc re- 
~lpoved, and it IIOW stands nearly opposite the 
high'acbool. Tlew two bodies 'were kept in a 
state of great activity by the extraordinary exi- 
p ~ c y  tllnt 11nd arisen, having ia clinrge not o~lly 
the re-establishment ulmn a11 elltirely new basis of 
the civil autliority, but also tlie raising. equipping, 
and s u p p l ~ i ~ q  of an army, as well as tlie beneral 
ownight and direction of the military operations 
of the yrovioce. Arms and military stores had 
beem deposited under guard, early in tile siege, at 
tbe house of Edlvarcl Ricl~mlson, who kept a11 inn 
a t  the intemection of I)elmont a ~ ~ d  11ou11t hubun~  
streets. The old house is get stn~idiag, arid was 
the residence of the late Mr. Josel~li Bird. At the 
end of April sixteen pieces of m ~ i ~ o n  belonging to 
the colony were stored in Watertown. 

Even the cleqy were cnrrid asay by the war- 
lilre spirit tliht pervaded tlie people. Tile annud 
convestion of miaisters, held in tlie Watertown 
church, June 1,1775, of r l ~ i c l ~  Rev. Amos hdnms, 
of Rosburj, was the scribe, recommended to the 
people to take up arms, arid ofrered tlieir services, 
with tile consent of their seven11 co~~gregations, to 
officiate by rotation as clial)lains ie the army. 

Before the final assault of tile British at Bunker 
Hill Gaduer's 3liildlesex regimelit, in wl~ielr was 
Abr~er Crafts' IVaterto~rn coarlm~~y, was ordered 
t o  the field. Its bnve co~n~na~~der  received his 
death-round while ltudil~g on 11;s men. Under its 
major, blicl~ael jack so^^, it pressed fonvard, and 
pouring a aell-directecl fire I I ~ I I  the advarcing 
Britons, ,gnllnutly covereil tile retreat. Lieutellant- 
Colorel \Villiam Bond, of IVaterto\vn, succeeded 
to tile command, and led l~is  regi~nent during the 
s* of Boston and tlie in\-:ision of Canada. 
' In an old dilnpidrtecl building that stood until 
recently within tile founrlr!--yard of Aliles Prntt 6- 
Co., near the bridge, The Boslon Guzelfe a ~ t d  COUIZ- 
try Jorrrnal, the leadi~~g o rpn  of tlie patriots, was 
p b l i s h d  from June 5, 1775, to October 29, 
1776, when it nas removed to Boston, its origi~~al 
place of issue. Etlcs, its proprietor, lind escaped 
from Boston in a boat by ~ ~ i g l ~ t ,  t a k i ~ ~ g  ~vitli liim a 
press and a few typs, wit11 which tile Gazette was 
continued, and was made pr i~~ter  to c o ~ ~ g m s  and 
to the ~sse~nbly. His lhqlwr was disti~~guishecl by 
its spirited a~id fearless ad\.ocac~ of the hlnericnu 
cause, and obtained a \vide lmpuhrity. 

Waahingto~~, tl1e11 on his way to Cambridge to 
take colnrnn~~d of tile army, was met at Spri~~gfield 
by a dep t t i on  from the Provi~~cial Congrew, wl~o 
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attended Iiim, escorted by volnnteer mmpnnics and 
ca\~alwles of geotlemel~. July 2, he arrived at 
Watertom, where lie was greeted by congress 
witli a congratnlatory address. 

Wie inhabitants of Boston who had taken refuge 
in Watertown held liere several lneeti~~gs for tile 
traasactiou of their public business. The anniver- 
sary of the 5th of March was duly celebrated by 
them in 1776, and an oration was delivered by 

' 

Rev. Peter Tliatclier, of Milton. 
Captain Edward Hamagton died ill tlie service 

at Ticonderog, in September, 1776, and during 
tlie war many other lVaterto\vn men, among 1r11ou1 
was Colonel William l h i ~ d ,  diet1 eitlier from cb 
ease in camp, or on tlie field of battle. Soldiers 
were raised, to whom liberal bounties were pad, 
and i ge~~eral the town &-operated heartily in 
mneasures for tlie common defeece. Her c i t i 7~1~ ,  
Nay 20, 1776, u~lanimously approved the Dec- 
hmtiou of IndependenEe, declaring they would 
" s b r d  by and defei~d the mme with tl~eir lives 
and estates "; nnd on January 17, 1778, her rep 
resentative wns instructed to signif? her coacur- 
reuce in tile Articles of Coi~fedemtion. On oc- 
cou~it of the prevale~~ce of small-pox in Boston, 
tile legislative sessioir of 1778 was held ill Water- 
town. At a town-meetiag, held Nay 24, 1770, a 
large majority voted agai~~s t  the proposed form 
of state goven~ment; but it had o majority of the 
votes of tlre state, and tlie convention that met 
September following framed the preseut state con- 
stitution. 

A deprecintetl currency, the i~eritable result of 
the over-issue of irmleemable paper, caused gen- 
eral alarln and embarmqsment, al~d was errotte- 
ously attributed to mo~iopolists. h totvn-meeting, 
lield July 7, 1770, to remedy the evil, adopted 
fixed prices for lnbor and all the important articles 
of tmflic. This wvm also dolie in other to\nis,thus ag- 
pvar ing  an evil nlreadysufficientl~alarmi~~g. The 
price of labor was fired at 60s. per day ; shoes, kt? 
per pair; a coat, £8; calIclles, 8s. p r  p u n d  ; milk, 
2s. per quart ; barley, E l  10s. p r  bushel; shav- 
ing, 38.; soap, 10s. per pound. Tlrose who sold 
at lliel~er ntes were deemed enemies to the coua- 
try, and \\.ere to be "c r~ed  " as s~lcll b j  the town-. 
clerk for sir mo~~tlis, at every poblic mecti~~g of 
tile town. In 1731 a poorl~ouse was first estrb- 
lisl~ecl, upon tlie south biliili of tile river, above tlw 
bridge. ' 

Tl~e  completion of t l ~  second century of tile 
tow11 was celebrated by the hl~abita~~ts ,  September 
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17,1856. The address delivered by Rev. Convers 
Prancis on this occasion was earbodid' in his h i s  
tory of the town, published s&n afterwarit h 
centennial ceiebmtioii was held, July 4, 1878, nt 
White's Hill Grove, and an address was delivered 
by Willinm H. Ilignliam, Esq.,president of tlic day. 

'The mt ion  by Rev. J. F. Lovering co~rtained 
'mnny interesting pnssages from the early records of 

- tbetolm.' 
*tween the hours of one and two in the after 

noon of July 21, 1841, marred  the mbst destruc- 
tive fire ever kiiown in latertown. Originating 
in the stable of the Spring IIotel, a strong south- 
west witid c'ommuniwted tlie flames to nearly every 
bnildir~g in its range to leeward for nearly a mile. 
Ths new and benutiful meeting-house, erected by 
the First Parish in 1836, tht? interior of which was 
e k p t l y  fitted up, took fire frouk some sp rks  thnt 
lodged in the hpper p r t  of the building, and, 
together with its valuable organ, wns entire11 con- 
sumed. Beside* injuring tlie hotel (which wilp of 
brick), tlie fire destroyed tlie grocery store'of John 
Clnrk, the h k e y  and dwelling of Frnncis Leathe, 
John Lerrou's barber-aliop, and tlie dwellings of 
Messrs. Loud, Dana, Stratton, William Sherwin, 
and Colonel Livermore. 

At the fint tornlmeeting in Watertown to act 
upon matters relnting to tlie War of the Bebellion, 
held April 22,1SGl, several patriotic speeclies were 
made by tlie clergymen of the town and others, 
and $5,000 were appropriated to nid in fonni~rg a 
new military orgnizntion. The compny thus ini- 
tiated had its full complement of meii in one week's 
tiine, went into camp at Cambridge July !2, and 
served through the war as Company K, 16th Re@- 

'ment hIassacliusetts VoIunteers. It left camp 
August 17, 1861, under Colonel Powell T. Ivy- 
man; it \ms in tlie campaign before Riclimoud 
(losing its colonel at Olcndale), Second Bull Run, 

. Fredericksburg, Chanellorsville, Gettysburg, the 
IVildenless, Spottsylvania, and Petenburg, and 
has inscribed iipon its banner the nnmes of twenty- 
nine battle-fields. 

Watertown funiislied three hundred and ninety- 
two men for tlie war, fifteen of whom were com- 
missioned officers, - n surplus over and above all 
demands. Its nppropriatio~~s for tlie \mr nmourited 
tb $11,200. Her women were not bchind their 
&ten in other to~ms in workiug for tile benclfit of 
the soldiers. They held iwkly nieetirlgs tluring 
the continuance of the contest, and fun~isl~ed great 
qtlantities of garments and useful lio,oyitnl stores. 

h copy of an anto,pph letter from President 
Lincoln, ackiiowledging tlieir m i p t  and a s a r i ~ ~  
them of 'his grateful appreciation of tlieir efforts for 
the health ancl comfort of the soldiers, was in- 
scribed nlmn the records of the tom. 

EcckuiastimI.--The 6 n t  work of the settlers 
after providing for themselves n temporary shelter 
was to combine into churclr fellowship. Qn ac- 
count of the great sickness a id  mortnliCy ptevril- 
ing iiu Chnrlestown, July 30, 1630, waa observed 
throughout the colony as a day of fasting and 
prnyer. After the close of these exercises at  Water- 
town, as we are told bv Rev. Cotton blather, "about 
forty ben, wherebf tlie first was tliat excellent 
Knight, Sir Richard Si~Itonstnll, then subscribed 
this instrument (n' church covenant), in  order unto 
their coalescence into a church estate," and its date, 
coeval with tliat of the orgnnizntion of the Boston 
church nt Charlmtown, eiititles the Watertown 
cliurch to rnnk next after those of Salem and 
Dorcbester. 

At the first Court of Assistants, held a t  Charles- 
tom,  priority was given to the question of pro- 
viding for .the ministers. Sir Richard Soltonstall 
undertook to have a house built at hia plantatiqn 
fur Mr. Phillips, nnd tlie governor a t  tlie other 
plnntation for Mr, Wilson, and a stipend of L30 
a year was assigned to each. 

A house of worsliip was probably constructed 
very soon after the settlement of the to~m, wrtainly 
before 1034. I t  is supposed to have stood east of 
blount Auburn, where Snltoir~tall, Rev. Mr. PKd- 
lips, Elder Richard Browne, and most of the free- 
men of that date resided. August 7, 1635, a late 
of £80 was ordered to be Ievied for the c h a w  
of the new meeting-house, which, i t  is conjectured, 
wns on meeting-liouse common, near the old grave- 
yard. Dr. Fnncis zags, " I t  stood on rising ground 
between the I ~ o u m  of Dencon Coolidge and Daniel 
Snwin, on tlie north side of the road to Cambride 
There was n common before it which was used 
as a tmining-field." It had a bell as early as 
16423 - 49, and in the following Sqtember a levy 
m a  mnde to provide it with a gnllerp. Another, 
built on or nenr the same spot in 1656, afkr the 
pttern of tlie Cnmbridge meeting-lmuse, continued 
in use for the whole town, incluiliry: JVakham a d  
Weston, untiI after the resignation of Jlr. Boilel, 
wlien n coiitroversy ns to tlie inconvenience of its 
location multed in a division of the cliurch and tbe 
building of n meeting-house at  the southeast mraer 
of wliat are now Belmont and Lexington streets. 



In 1720, soon after the decease of Rev. Mr. 
Angier, &lie town, which before tlie incorporation 
of Weston had been divided into tl~ree precincts, 
nas re-divided into two, wit11 independent ecclesias- 
tical organizations, each society building its own 
home. The West Precinct (blr. Angirr's) yurcllased 
the old Newton meeting-house in 1721, al~ich they 

-set up a .little north of I\'altll;lm Plain, near the 
old Livermore homestead, since known as the Ly- 
man Place. The Eastern Preciiict (Mr. Gibbs's) 
in 1723 built their llouse on School-l~ouse Hill, 
afterwards known as Meeting-house Hill, the an- 
cient Strawberry Hill. This structure gave place 
to that built a t  the corner of blount Auburn and 
Common streets. In lfay, 1754, before its com- 
pletion, the uew house was burned to the gronnd. 
The llistoric edifice in which were lield the sessions 
of the Provincial Co~tgwss of Blnssachusetts, built 
on the same spot, was co~npleted in February, 1755. 
Until 1827. this wncl the olily ineetii~g-house it1 
Watertom. I t  was enlarged in 1819, but was 
taken dowrr in 1S37, a new edifice having been 
completed and dedicated September 7,1830. Tliis 
was destroyed b j  tile great fire of 1841. Tlie 
present home, erected on the site of the latter, was 
dedicated August 3,1842. 
. Tlie first cliurcli of water tom^, organized July 30, 
1630, was the o111y one in the to iv~~  for sixty-six 
years. I t  was tlie first to adopt independency, to 
wi~icli it adhered for a long time more strictly than 
did either of tlie otlier churches, standing alone, in 
this respect at least, until after tlie arrival of Rev. 
John Cotton. For more than ten years, and until 
t l ~ e  ordination as l~is colleague of Mr. John K~~oales, 
December 9, 1640, Rev. George Pliillips was its 

. nole pastor. 
. Trouble soon arose in the congregntion. In 

I 1691 Elder Ricl~anl Browne, the s m e  who after- 
wards opposed arbitmry tasation, avowed and 
defended the opinion that tlie cllurcl~es of Rome 
were true churches, a view in wl~icli I'astor Pl~illip 

- concurred. An idea more repugnant to tlie zealous 
Purihn eould Iardl! be imaginetl, altl~ough it seems 
entirely co~isistent wit11 the enlarged and liberal 
mind of Mr. Broane. Governor~Tirrtl~ro~,Dep~it~- 
Governor Dudlry, and Eldcr Ko~vell visited Water- 
town on two different occasions, to discues the 
startling proposition, and it was declared to be an 
error. A tem p n r v  reco~~ciliat ion was effected, but 
Brorne was dismissed from office it1 1631. Ricli- 
ard Brorne had been an officer in a church of 
Separatists in London. He was one of the first 

I settlers, and was the fint d i n g  elder in the 
I Watertown church. After his dismission h fellow- 
citizens manifested their esteem by sending him 
as a commissioner to Wethenfield to heal the dLc 
traction in that colony. He was their repl.esenta- 
tive in the first court in 1634, and in most of the 
subsequent ones until 1657, when he removed to 
Clurlestown, where he died in 1559. He waa a 
man of more than ordinary ability and of marked 
independence of cl~aracter, I t  was Bmwne'a cam- 
plaint to the msktants that m u d  them to write 
to Engla~id in disapproval of Endimtt's act in 
cutting tlie cross from the king's colors, which b 
argued would be regarded in England as an act of 
rebellion that would draw down the royal displeas- 
ure upon tlie colony. 

In 1642 Xatlmiel Briscoe, a rich tanner of 
Watertoan, wrote and privately circulated a pam- 
phlet agaiast supporting the ministry by taxation. 

.For this grnve ofl'ence he was summoud befon the 
court, and, acknonledging his fault, was fined gl0. 
A letter of Briscoe, who had pturned in disgust 
to England, dated London, September 7, 1652, ia 
whicli he sags, "I am partly promised a place in 
tlie Tower of &50 per rulnum, but had we liberty 
of conscience witli FOU I h d  rather be t b r e  with 
220 per annum," fell into the hands of the colo- 
nial government. As tliis letter freely censured 
the course of pqrliament, a ~ d  as it was at o m  aent 
to the speaker of that body wit11 an indoreement 
by Secretary Raamn arid Rev. John \I7ilson, it is 
not unlikely that Briscoe's " place in tlie Tower" 
was proml~tl! prorided. hnotl~er example of the 
means then supposed to be efficacious in the pup 
pressioii of 11erc.sy \vas afforded in the case of John 
Stowers, of ITaterto~vn, who in 1643 was fined fgr 

.rending an Anabaptist book. From a11 tlieae 
facts - from tlie bidepende~lce of its church, from 
ita opposition to arbitrnr~ taxntiou, from Salton- 
stall's ma111y rebuke of tlre Boston ministers, ,and 
fm~n  tlie outspoken criticisms of Rev. Mr. Pliillips, 
Elder Bro~rue, and others, upon the m u m  of the 
Puritan government - it is evident that an np- 
usuall~ catholic spirit, os well as just ideas of civil 
arid religious liberty, ynvailed w o n g  the fint 
settlers of ITaterto~m. 

Rev. George Pl~illips, " a godly man, especially 
gifted, and vev peaceful in his place," n9.a native 
of binham, in Xorfolk, Eegland, _and was edu- 
at4 at Cambridge, where Ile recaved the degree 
of A. M. in 1617. At the university he was qis- 
tinguislied for piety, talent, end remarkable pro- 





Perhaps the first instance of an installation in 
the colony was tliat of Rev. John Bailey, at W a t e ~  
to?, October 6, 1686, the wuel method of in- 
duction to clerical office being by ordination. He 
was so popular that people flocked to the com- 
lpuuion in, such numbers that "the neipl~borllood 
could not supplv elements enough." Born near 
Blackbourne, Lancashire, England, in 1643, be had 
been .for fourteen years a preacher in Limerick, 
Imland, but, having been silenced and thrown into 
prim1 for nonconformity, came to Boston ia 1684. 
Ill health and melancholy c a u d  his retunl to tliat 
place in 169% where he was assistant minister 
of the First Church from 1693 w~ti l  his death, 
December 12, 1697. His brother, h v .  Thomas 
Bailey, " a painful pmcher," w i s  his colleague iil 
\Vatertown from November 2, 1687, until his 
death, ~ a n u n r ~  21, 1689; to whom Bfr. Henry 
Gibbs succeeded November 3, 1690. bIather, 
alluding to the succesa of Air. Bailey's ministry, 
nays, "He seemed rather to fish with a net than 
with on h v k  for the Kingdom of God"; and 
John Dunton, who visited the brothers, thus re.fers 
to them : ''These are two popular preachers, and 
arg verp generous to atrangen. I heard Mr. John 
upon these rord.9, 'looking unto Jesus,' .slid I 
thought he spake like an angel." 

Ever since Mr. Phillips' time there had been " an 
earnest .mtendingJ' about the of meeting, 
rhich.aas repote from the centre of .tle territory 
and population of the tom. Thecontroversy cul- 
miuated when BIr. Bailey removed to Bosto~~ ia 
1692, and the erecttion of a new house a s s  pro- 
pored. The matter was referred to the governor 
and council, who, May 18, 1693, advised tlie 
building of s meeting-house for the whole town on 
the knoll, between the house of \\'idor Steams 
and SVhitnejfs Hill. The opposition to this plan 
by the east part of the tom was so fierce that a 
town-meeting, held October 2, 1694, was obliged 
to. be adjourned, " to prevent such inconven@nce 
w might justly be f e a d  by rep,wn of tile lieat of 
spirit that then seemed to prerail." Notdth- 
standing the strong opposition, eig1it.y-two wsi- 
dents of the easteru and tl~irtj-three of the aestcn~ 
portions of the ton-11 uniting in a protest npinst it, 
a levy was made and a house built on the south- 
east. corner of Lexington and Relmont streets, in 
which a town-meeting was held Decelnber 20, 
1605, and February 4, 1696, it was accepted by 
the town as the place of public worship. Iu l\larcli 
the t o m  voted that torn-meetings should in future 
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be held in it. ~ r .  S a k e 1  Angicr, son of Edmund 
Angier, of Cambridge, where he was born March 
17, 1655, was called to preach in the new bonw 
August 28, 1696, and ordained May 25, 1697. 
Descended maternally from tlie famous Dr. Wil- 
liam Ames, he was graduated at Harvard Cbl- 
lrge in 1673, was onlrined at RehobotL, Odtober 
19, 1679, and died in JVatertoan, Jauuary 21, 
1719. When the town was divided, Mr. Angier'r 

, society built their meeting-house in the West Pre- 
ciuct, and it became the cl~urcll of \Valtham. Mr. 
Angier's successor (1 7 i 3  - 1 751) was Rev. W a h m  

1 IVilliams, son of Rev. John, of Deerfield, who with 
I his family was camed away i t o  captivity by the 
Iudiaus in 1704. . 

Mr. Gibbs, who Id declined the offem of the 
western party, ant1 who was fully in sympathy with 
the people at  tlie east eud of the torn, to whom 
he had preached in the old house for nenrly e v e n  
years, was ordained over the new society, organ- 

I ized here October 6, 1697. So much ill-feelmg 
had grown out of this quarrel that, though the day 

1 was cold, the ceremony, which took place in tbe 
1 nfternoon, was obliged to be performed in tbe open 
1 air. The western party, having the selectmen on 
their side, got possession of the meeting-house, 
and would not suffer tlie assembly to euter then. 
Henry, son of Robert Gibbs, a wealthy and promi- 
nent merchant of Bostoa, graduated at Harvard 
College in 1655, and died October 21, 1723, aged 
fifty-five. His sound sense aud discretion is secn 
in the fact that, in the d~fficult positio~r in wliich 
he was placed, and amid the angry discussion and 
strife tliat prevail4 i~ the town during his min- 
istry, he was held in the highest respect, and re: 
ceived no word of censure from either faction. He 
possessed warm piety, real kindness, and a well- 
directed zeal iu doing good, Though hir habi 
was to write his sermons on. the bellows in the 
chimne~-comer, it sliould not be i~iferred thatthey 
were nt all inflated therebv, his pulpit ministrations 
being higl~ly esteemed both by llis o m  aud neigh- 
borii~g parishes. His micty, embracing the whole 
of the Eastern Precinct, coutinued to occupy tbe 
old meeting-house. 

A Mr. Robert Sturgeon, having, " without due 
ntlvice and direction, pile OII to the public actions 
of a pastour j J  to n s~nall n~imber of brethren, who 
Ilad nttempted the formati011 of a third church, 
soon fouitd l~imself in troublcd antcrs. A council 
af fourteen churches, convened at Watertown, May 
1,1722,with Rev. Cotton blather for modentor, 
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d e c k d  that he had no right to the office of pastor 
among them; that he ought no longer to prench 
nor exercise any pnrt of the ministry there; and 
judged him unworthy to be employed until he 
made "a public sotisfaction." The brethren were 
at the ' hme time admonished " to repent of and 
depart from their disonlerly and schismaticall pro- 
d ~ ,  lu tliey would avoid a further nud more 
awful censure upon their offeaces." Mr. Sturgeon 
was also indicted by the grand jury for " continu- 
ing his wicked and maIiciousiinclinntions to over- 
throw, ruin; and subvert, .as well the churches of 
reid TVatertown as the other churches of this prov- 
ince,"ind wns found guilty and fined 220  and 
costa. All this terrible outcry was owing to the 
tdt that those best accommodated by the Angier 
meeting-house where it ms were not disposed to 
comply with !he advice of the committee, and de- 
termined to maintnin worship where for twenty- 
five years they had gnthered for tllnt purpose, 
and had employed Mr. Sturgeon a3 their pastor. 
Though the -persous principally complnined of 
dccliued to attend the council,- tliey l d e d  its 
admonitions. Mr. Sturgeon's friends gradually 
withdrew, and the meeting-house, which for thirty 
years had been a bone of contentiou, was closed, 
.ad has long since disappeared. 

Mr. Oibbs' successors in the Fin t  Church were : 
Seth Storer, from 1724 to 1774 ; Daniel Adams, 
from Aptil to August, 1778 ; Richard R. Elliott, 
a dexenda~it of the -4postle to the Indians, from 
1780 to 1818 ; Co~iveen Francis, from 1819 to 
1842; John Weiss, from 1843 to 1847; Hm- 
bmuck Davis, from 1849 tb 1853; George Bmd- 
foid, from 1856 to 1859 ; Arthur 13. Fuller, from 
1860 to 1562 ; John Weiss, from 1862 to 1869 ; 
James T. Rirby, from 1870 to 1873; Joseph F. 
Lovering, from 1875 to JuIy 30, 1878. During 
the period in which his functions in the Bmttle- 
Street Church, Boston, were wspnded by British 
oecnbcy,  the eminently 1Jotriotic Dr. Samuel 
Cooper ministered to the IVntcrtown church. 

Xany of the early settlers of tlie Fnrms were 
from five to eight miIes dishnt from the meeting- 
house, and attended the meeting in Sudbury, but 
were taxed for the support of tlie ministry in 
Watertown. At a tonn-meetihg 11eId Janun ry 6, 
1701 - 1702, it wns voted that " the bounds of the 
Farmers' Precinct for the ministry is from Charles 
Biver nlong the brook called Stony Brook, that 
cometh out of a pond called Beaver Pond, said 
precinct being on the westerly side of snid brook." 

Already, h March, 1700, the farmern had built and 
occupied a smalPliouse of womlup, thirty feet aquam, 
on the land of X n t b i e l  Coolidge, a little in front 
of the pment house. A church llrving been gath- 
ered and o rgnn id  hem, 3lr. William IVillims 
was ordained ptor,Sovember 2,1709, some three 
yearn before the Farms were incorporated as tLa 
town of Weston. 

A U~~ivennlist church, erected by the IVatertom 
and Newton societies, ddicnted Angnst -15, 
1887, artd* Rev. Russell Streeter installed pastor. 
He was succeeded by Rev. W. S. Mch,  May 15, 
1830. Services were discontinued in November, 
1865, and the building, which is on Galen Street, 
is now the South Gmmmnr School. 

The Bnptitrt IIeeting-house, built in 1858, is on 
the site of the first edifice, dedicated August 19, 
1830, at which time Rev. Peter Chase was irlstalled 
pastor. The society w~as organized, m'th forty-sir 
members, July 18, 1830, at the house of Jesse 
Wheeler: Its pastors since Mr. Chase have been : 
Nicholw ?ridburp, from October 19, 1832, to 
August 15, 1843; Etlwnrd D. Yery, from Deeem- 
ber 19, 1843, to January 28, 18-45; Charles H. 
Colver, from January 28, 1846, to 1850 ; B. A. 
Edwards, from September 17, 1850, to 1855; 
William L. Brown, from February 2, 1855, to 
February 1,1861 ; Alfred S. Patton, from June 11, 
1861, to 1866; nTillinm F. Stubbert, from Feb- 
ruary 13, 1866, to 1869; G. S. Abbott, from 
December 14, 1869, to November, 1876 ; Edward 
A. Cnpen, November 21, 1877. Tlie present mem- 
bership is two liuttdred and eishty-fonr. 

The 3letlidist Society originated at the house of 
Leonard IVhitney, where its meetiugs continued to 
be held until, in the autumn of 1857, they bought 
tlie academy building on the hill. This estate was 
sold in Juue, 1847, nnd has since been in the p 
sessionof the Roman Cntholics. The present church, 
on Mnin Street, was consecrnted October YO, 1847. 
The renthercock that surrnoulited its steeple, for- 
merly belonging to the First Church, was blow 
down in February. 1879, but is carefully preserved. 
'fie society, consisting nt first of four persolls,- 
Mr. and )fen. Leonard Whitney, John Devall, utd 
Joshu  Rhondm, - now num ben one hundred and 
twenty. Its first class was establisliecl and a Sua- 
day school formed Odobcr 4, 1836, and at nearly 
the snme period Charles S. llacrending officiated 
as pastor. Father Pickcrit~g was ~ p p i n t e d  their 
fint co~~ference bmtlvr, June 17,1837. The pm- 
eiit pastor is T. W. Bishop. 
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The PhillipsCangregational Church was organized 
April 17, 1855, aitli twenty-six members, Rev. 
Dr. Lpman Beecher acting pastor. Until its first 
edifice was m l y  for occupancy in April, 1857, 
arvjces were held in the torn-ball, where Dr. 
Beecher, the champion of Orthodoxy, ymaclied once 
each Sunday, auother discourse of a decidedly uu- 
ort ~iodox'com~lexion being given by Rev. Theodore 
Parker in tlie same place, on the same day, to se- 
H e r s  from the First Church. The present house, 
first occupied January 12, 1862, is on the site of 
the fint, which mu bunled down on the night of 
January 13, 1861. Its successive pastors have 
been: 5. I&. Dennen, D. D., from July 11, 1855, 
to August 1,1862 ; Jumes BI. Hell, from April 23, 
1865, to May 23,1871 ; Edwin P. Wilson, July 5, 
1872. In the interim between the pastorates of 
Messrs. Derinen and Bell, IYiIliam L. Gage, now of 
lirrtfnrd, preached one year, bat raa  not settled. 

Besidea the religiotls organizations above named, 
there is St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, of 
which Rev. Robert P. Stack is rector. 

li8ucalion. - Public instruction had before 1649 
been made compulsory, each town of fifty house- 
holders being reqnired to have a school for, reading 
a l~d  writing, while each town of one hundred house- 
holders must have a grammar school, with a teacher 
competent to fit youths for the nnivenity. ' In 
that year the fint schml-liouse in the torn was 
erected, probably on School-house Hill, and David 
Mitchell was requested to teach. The first known 
teacher, Richard Norcross, was hired January 6, 
1650 - 51, one year for £30, he being also allowed 
2s. a head for keeping the dry herd. Norcross 
continued to teach until 1701, when he was seventy- 
nine years of age. 

In 1667 the school m s  to be free to the inhabi- 
tants, others to pay as before, "their pay to go 
towards the tenclier's salary." In  1667 tlie school 
houn were eight, between 7 A. u. and 5 P. w., from 
Nay to September, six 1101irs from September to 
November, and in winter from 10 to 2. In  1679 
tlie selectmen agreed that " tlley would go two md  
two through tlle town to ~ e c  tlmt all the cliildreii 
be tauglit to read the Englisli tongue, and souie 
orthodox catt.cbism, and to take tlie names of a11 
gouths from ten yam' old unto twenty years' old, 
that tliey may be publicly cntecliised by the pastor 
in the yeetirig-house." 111 1683 tltose west of 
Stony Brook were freed from the scl~ool tax, that 
they might provitle their own teacliing. In 1694 
rchwling was to be paid by the parents, 'I for Eng- 

lish 3d. per week, writing 4d. a week, b t i n  612. 
a week. The teacher also to catechise t c h o h  
and all other persons tlurt are e l i t  to him." Iq 
1709 a scliool-11ouse was built l i a r  Mr. Angier's 
meeting-house, 25 x 20 feet. 

In accordance with the mommendation of tlle 
legislature in 1733, the town in that year v l v e d  
to have two school-houses, and to employ two 
schoolmasters. Iu 1771 it was agreed that there 
should be five women's schools, three on the north, 
side of tlie town and two on the south side, and to 
allow 5s. and 4d. per week to each of the mist- 
" they fiiidiiig h o u y  to keep in. Said schoole to 
be kept twelve weeks eacJi.'! In 1830 there were 
four public ecliools, two of which were liept through- 
out the yenr, tlie other two being taught by mastem - 
in the winter and by femab teachers in the summer, 
average atteudauce about 240. There are now six 
public schools, including n high school established 
in 1853, with ail average attendqnce of 876. 

On the eoutheast comer of Arlington and Mount 
Auburn streets is one of tlie oldest graveyards in- 
New England. The first mention of it in the town 
records occurs July 5, 164G5 when a 'I m5cientJ' 
fence was ordered to be set np nbont it. There 
is a trndition that ou the opposite side of Nount 
Auburn Street, on -the southerly comer of Joseph 
Bird's estate, there was an earlier burial-place, m n  
abandoued. Amoug the oldest stones remaining 
are those of Samh Hnmmand, 1674, Captain Hugh 
Mason, 1678, and Hannah Coolidge, 1680. Here 
are the tombs of Rev. Thomas Bailey aud his wife; 
"Pious Lydia," with their quaint inscriptions; 
aud here also a plain granite shaft, erected by hir 
descendants, April 19, 1875, commemorates the 
patriot Jowph Coolidge, who fell at Lexingtan 
just a century before Tlie two nest graveyardr 
originated in a vote of the torn January 1,1702 
- 1703. That of Blr. Angier's society on Grow 
Street, near Renver Brook, was the only one .in 
Tl'altham for more than a h u n d d  ears. The 
Weston bur~ing-ground was near the meeting- 
Iiouse. Tlie 1-illag 13u~ing-Ground, in Water- 
town, at the intersection of Nount Auburn and 
Colnmon streets, dating from 1754, has been re 
cently enlarged ulmn its nortliem border. Since 
its openiug few iuterments have been made in the 
old yard. 

hloutit Auburn Cemetery, the fint of the rum1 
cemeteries of Americi, renowned for its extent, itr 
natural beauty, and its artificial embellishments, ir 
the burial-place of many of the wealthy and &a- 



454 HZSTOR Y OF MIDDL ESEX CO UiVT P. 

tinpished of the metropolis of New Enslnnd, and 
of a ride region amund it. Situated in the midst 
of the small lots of the fint planters of the torn, 
its area of one hundred acres doubtless i~~cludes 
some of their old homestnlls. Owing to the 
rougllms of its surface, its thick grortlr of fomt  
tnes, its ravinm a d  mcky eminences, little ol its 
area was adapted to tillnge. Much of Deacon 
Simon Stone's estate of fifty ncres is proba6ly em- 
braced in it, h ~ c c  its old name, - Stone's I V d s .  
A nurnber of1)enmn Stone's descendants yet reside 
on portions of the ancestral .estate, while on"the 
very spot where he first pitch& his trCat Mr. Win- 
chester, thirty pean ngo, erectid whafi was at that 
time the finest pansion on Charles River. Mount 
Auburn had for many yean 'been the resort of 
prtiea of pleasure, when it. came into tlre posses- 
sion of Mr. ,George JV. Brimmer, who sold it for:' 
$6,000 to the JIassacl~usetts Horticultural Society 
for a cemetery+ the idea of which origi~l~ted with 
Dr. Jacob Bigelow. I t  was formally dedicated- 
September 24 1831. Its beautiful chapel contains 
etatuea of ~ o h n  Winthrop by Ci.mnough,: J o h ~  
Adam by Robrs, Jo*ph Story by his son, mil,, 
liam W. S t o ~ ,  and James Otis by Crawford. , 

A little to the east of Jlount Auburn Mr. Rich- 
ard Brorne wat allowed by the court, November 5; 
1633, "to keep a Ferry over Charles Biver against 
hir house, to have %d. for every singk penon he' 
so transports and Id.  apiece .if there be twe or. 
more." 4 

The earliest bridge in ~a tkr town was the too& 
bridge over Chnrles River at the head of tide-wateif 
very near the first mill, usually called Mill Bridge, 
or the Great Bridge. In June, 1641, the court or- 
dered that a' the toll of Mr. Jiayhew's brid_ge is ;, 
referred to the Governor and,-two magistrates .to . 
settle for 7 pn." In 164{ the court granted 
Ma~hew SO0 acres of land i n 9 n g r d  of his charges 
about the bridge at Watertow\ mill, and the bridge 
to belong to the country. The firs't horse-bed@ 
wan built here 164s. Its frequent repairs or* 
buikling iu the first hundred yean was a heavy bur- 
den to tlie ~OUII ,  mid aid was several times sew of 
the count?, but n i t l W  success. Tlie first bridge 

divided between Watertown and Brighton, the Int- 
ter rewiving three tenths. Owing to the impuri- 
ties discharged from the gas-works, the d~e-houn, 
and the factories, the fish msed to mme up the 
river, and since 1860 no income hm been derived 
from this source. The weir was built just beloa 
the fall, in theepring of 1632, probsbly by t l ~  
enterprising John OMl~ab, whose hot~w, bunled 
in Aups t  foii6;ing, stood nerr it. Governor 
Winthrup's assent to its erection, without an order 
of the court, was brought up apihst him by Dep 
uty-Governor Dudley when, not Ions afterward, 
these two worthies had their famous quarrel. 

Owned at fint by the town, the weir afterrranls 
became private property, and was held in shares. 
In 1631 fishing near it with irets was prohibited. 

'In 1635 "four rods ill breadth on each side of the 
River and in length as far as needal~all require, so 
as not to prejudice the water mill," was granted it, 
also in 1636 a tract of one hundred and fifty acres 
on the south side of the river opposite the bridge, 
confirmed by the court to Thomas 3Ia~hew in 

i1641. In 1671 the Indians, being "like to boy 
tlie privilege," and " being like to be bad ueigh- 
bors," the town voted, "all as one man," to put- 
chnsc the weir for the use of the tom.  After 

'Wnlthnm and Weston were incqrporated they re- 
tained a joint proprietorship in the weir, which 
coutinued until carrcelled in 1802, on condition of 
'their exoneratior! from contributing to the main- 
tenance of the Great Bridge over Charles River. 
domplnints were made of t b  Watertoun people 
to the General Court as early as in 1738, and fre- 
quently thereafter, by Newto~l, Natict, and otlwr 
towns, for stopping the course of the fish m the 
river. 

I t  is probable that the first mill in Watertom 
was built iu 1634 by Edward How. I t  wan 
a grist-mill, on liill C w k ,  a cpnal partly or 
wholly artificial, leaving the river at the head of 
the falls, where a stone dam \ras afterward made 
across the river. During Philip's X n r  the mill 
was intrusted to the guard of Richard h g r ,  
his two sons, and three othik. 111 1789 Daniel 
Jnckson had a sna-mill here, -&I 1795 biessrs. 

for wheel-carriages was built about 1720, where the 
p m t ~ t  bridge b;a few rods above the site of the 
original structure. 

The fishery of Charles River m a  fonnerly let 
out by the town, and prodeced an annual income 
of some $700, tliere being "grent storeJJ of bass, 
shad, and alewives. Latterly this sum had been 

Q. and F. Willifl'ms h d  a ppr-mi l l  hem, the 
Saiiie afterwards t~iown ai Knnis', and latterly as 
Holling~worth and \VhitneyJs. A fulling-mill on 
Beaver Brook, supposed to have been allere Ken- 
di~ll's 111lls now are, aas tlie next mill built hen. 
In 1679 a corn-mill was set up on Stony Brook. 
About 1760 David Belnis built a mill about a mile 





above the old one, and another rras built by John 
Boies where the IVnltham factories liave since been 
built. Since the apening of the century a number 
have been erected, absorbing a large amount of 
capital, and giving employment to numerous fami- 
lies. 

In 1778 the dam at Bemis' Station, where the 
Etna Mills now are, about one mile above the old 
mill, was built by David k m i s  and Dr. Enos 
Sumner. Bemis owued two thirds of a paper-mill 
on the Newton side, built in 1779, and before 1790 
also carried on a grist-mill nl~d muff-mill on the 
Watertown ide, - the first mill at that point. 
His son Seth became sole proprietor about 1796, 
and in 1803 beg11 to spill cottoll by machinery, 
a business that proved e x d i n g l p  profitable. 
Cotton sailduck, for wlricl~ a twisting-machuie of 
forty-eisl~t spindles was constructed, was first made 
here in 1809. In lSlG the introduction of the 
power-loom and other improve~ncnts reduced the 
price of duck one 11aIf. Afterwi~nls, in connection 
with his son, Seth, Jr., and until he gave up busi- 
ness iri 1836, he made t t~is  the leadi~~g factory in 
the count7 for gril~diug and preparing dyestuffs. 

Having in 182 1 become sole owner of the rater- 
power, 7th. Bemis built the present stone rolling 
dam in front of the old one. The Bemis Manufac- 
turing Company, incorpor;lted in 1827, trausfcrred 
its property aud rigllts in l Y G O  to the Etna Mill 
C'ompny, whic11 e~~largrtl tile works, and sllich 
manufactures woolle~i fabrics by both water and 
steam power. Betreen 1790 and 1796 h m i s  
constructed a bridge over the river, which in 1807 
was swept away by s freshet. A foot-bridge, 
built soou after, was also swept away in 1818. 
The prese~it bridge was built not long after. 

In September, 1635, Jolin Masters was licensed 
by the court to keep an ordinary. June 6, 1637, 
George 3lunni11gs \ u s  fi~~csd 20s. for sell~ag beer, 
ant1 keeping a I~ouw of entertainment witllout a 
license. Captain Richard Ueers ~ r a s  licensed in 
1654, and Gptain Ab~ler Cmfts in 1772. South 
of the bridge, on the east side of the way, is an old 
buildiug of the Revolutionary em kept as a tavern 
from 1764 to 1770 by Xntlianiel Coolidge, and 
afterwnnls by his widow. I t  was in 1770 how11 
as the "sign of Mr. IYilkes near Xonartnm 
Bridge," ned was the appoiatal rendrzvous for the 
Committee of Safety in Nay, 1775. Hem \\-ash- 
i~lgton tarried \vliile on his wny to Chmbridge to 
take commai~d of the nrmy, in order to p y  his 
respects to Congress, tben in session, alrd here too 

he lodged while making hi8 presidential tour in 
1789. Opposite the entrance to California Street, 
near by, is the old John Cooh house, where Beny 
Knox, afterwards Ge~ienl Knox, resided for a while 
in 1776. Iu one of its chambers Paul Revere en- 
grnved and printed the colony notes issued by the 
ProvinciaI Co~qress. 

The Spring Hotel, built of brick in 1824 by a 
son of Dr. Spring, was. partly bunled in the great 
fire of 1841. On its site Caleb Church kept an 
ordinary from 1686 to 1711. His successor was 
Thomas Lenmed, licensed in 171 2. Mary, his 
\vidoa, and his sons, Abijah and Beznleel, kept it 
successively until 1771. 

Early in 1816 Captain Talcott, an officer of tbe 
army, selected the site for the United States Arae- 
m1 at Watertown, on the margin of the Charles 
River, where the first landing of white men in that - 
town had been made, the state cediag to the United 
States the jurisdiction of an area not to exceed 
sixty acres. To the original purchase of forty 
acres subsequent additio~is were made, the last of 
which, September 25, 1867, of fortj-four acres, 
brought its total area up to one hundred acres. 
An encampment of about fifty friendly Indians, 
of the Stockbridp tribe, nestled here during 
the investment of Boston by the patriot army, HI 
1775 - 76. 

The buildings, completed in 1820 under the 
superintendence of Captain Talcott, were two mag.- 
ziiles of stone, erected several hundred feet from 
the other building, wl~ich are of brick, upon the 
four sides of a parallelogram, wl~ich faces the four 
cardinal points, the qnces betreen being filled by 
a wall fifteen feet in heiyht. There hare i i c e  
been constructed a number of other buildings, 
some of them made uecesssry by the exigencies of 
the great civil war, rendering it an arsenal of con- 
struction as well as of deposit. These include two 
large timber store-llouses, a carriage and machine 
shop, and a smith's ehop; also a Inborntory, gas- 
works, brass aud iron foundrv, and new quarters 
for the commanding officer, built in 1865. 

During the \Tar of the Rebellion Captain, afte~c 
wnrtls Brevet Brigadier-General, T. J. Rodman, the 
il~veritor of the famous h l ~ n a a  gun, was in com- 
mnd,  the working force at that time being u p  
wards of one tllousand persons, including men, 
women, boys, and girls. The operations were 
confined principally to t l~e  manufacture of wood- 
en field-carriages, iron cnrriaps for heavy sea- 
coast guus, artillery implements and equipmentr, 
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ammanition for small a m  and- for field, siege, 
.ad ser-coast service. The enlisted force dut- 
ing the war vas one hundred and ten men; tlie 
-present number is twenty-two. 

. Colonel Theodore T. S. hidley, of Virginia, a 
graduate frem West Point in 1842, has been in 
command since April 11,1871. The former corn- 

- nunden have been : Cnptain George-Talcott, 1816 
- 1830 ; Major Abml~am R. JVoolley, 1820-1821; 
Lieutenant David T. Welch, 1821 - 1823 ; Lieuten- 
'ant John JV. Thompsou, 1823 - 1824 ; Lieutena~~t 
D. Van Ness, 1825 ; blajor H. K. Craig, 1825 - 
1888 ; Major M. P. Lomax, 1838 - 1843 ; J. A. 
Webber, niilitary store-keeper, 1812- 1840; Cap 
bin W. A. Thornton, 1849 - 1851 ; BZnj6r E. 
Harding, 1861 - 1854 ; LieutenantColonel J. IV. 
Bipley, 1854 - 1865 ; Captain B. A. Wainwright, 
1555 -1839 ; Captain T. J. Rodmau, 1850 -1863 ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel C. P. Kingbu ry, 1865 - 1870. 

The town-hall was dedicated November 6,1846. 
Tlre free public library, establislrd in 1868 and 
opened for the delive y of'books In Jlarch follow- 
ing, &upies a portion of the building. It con- 
taius 12,000 volumes, nearly as many pmplrlets, 

' and has a well-furnished reading-room. Water  
town hlu a National Bank, opeued in 1875, and a 
Saviags-Bank. 

~ e ~ u o s s e t k  Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, 
constituted in Janunry, received its charter Decem- 
ber 23, 1887, having thirty-three memben. Its 
place of meeting until 1870 was in Dana's Block; 
ita present hall is in Noyed Block, opposite the 
tom-hall. Most of the charter members of 
Belmoi~t ,Lodge, and many of Dalhousie Lodge, 
Newton, received their degrees in Pequossette 
Lodge. Its present membership is one hundred 

-and twenty-two. 
' 

I n  the early days property was very evenIy dis- 
tributed. For eighty years after the first settle- 
meut there were not more tlran one or two invea- 
tori- that exceeded %700. Tnxntion,as in a11 new 
countries, was necessarily heavy. The annual ex- 
pen* of supporting the4 ministry alone in the time 
of Rev. Jlr. Shermau m s  about two per cent of 
the whole assessed value of tlre town. The num- 
ber of taxable persons between 1658 and 1685 
fluctuated from 153 to 102. A tnx of 4d. in the 
pound for the building of a new meeting-house iu 
1695 amounted to 32520 4s., slroning a total 
mluation of $19,212. Iu 1879 tlre total valun- 
tion was 37,027,500 ; number of polls, 1,266 ; 
rchool-children between the ages of five a d  fifieeu 

years, 834 ; the llumber of dwelling-houses, 905 ; 
hcres of hnd  taxed, %,048. . . . *  

For a time t h  populntiuu of Watertown, an 
shown by tlre tax-levy, equallcd .that of Boston, 
but it mu soon outstripped by the superior advan- 
t a p  of tlie seaport town. In  t l ~  first two hnn- 
c l d  yean i t  increased very slowly. Beginning in 
1630 with forty heads of families-about 250 
persons - in 18-M it had increed  only to 1,810 
souls, orilrg in part to amputations of its territorv, 
and in part to successive migrations. 1'hese causes 
were especially active betaem tlre years 1631, wben 
tlrere were 160 families, and 1790, when they num- 
bered but 164. The largest increase, that of the 
decennial period ending in 1875, when the census 
slrowed a population of 5,599, 1,156 of whom rere 
of foreign birth, was mainly due to building enter- 
prim. 

Out of a population of 1,518 m 1820, 179 rere 
engaged in manufacturing and 145 in agricultural 
pursuits. At present tlre occupations of the . peo- 
ple are greatly divenified. According to  the state 
ceusus of 1875 there were en& .in mannfactur- 
ing and mechanical occupations, 851 ; trade and 
transportation, 357 ; agriculture, 191. There were 
twenty-six manufacturing establishments ; capital, 
$1,068,075 ; value of product, $1,875,455 ; and 
thirty-six other occupations, with a capital of 
$272,392, producing $835,336. Valne of hay 
and other agricultural produce, 8 101,500. The 
principal establidiments am the Etua JVbolko 
Alill, a paper-mill, a manufactory of bronze goods, 
aud another for stoves. The Union Market, whose 
extensive buildings make one of the stations of tlre - 
Fitchbug Railroad, now shares with Bhglrton the 
large cattle-trade once exclusivt!ly belougiug to the 
latter. 

Dr. ~Iarshall Spring, a distinguished ph&cian 
of Watertown, d m n d e d  from John, an early set- 
tler, and his wife, Elinor, wna born February 19, 
1741-42, and died Jnnuary 7 , 1 8 1 8  Gduat- 
ing at Haward College in 1762, he was aided in 
obtaining his medical education by his m a t e d  
uncle, Dr. Josirh Converse, r h o  bequeathed to him 
the larger p r t  of his eatnte. With the exception 
of a brief sojourn in the island of St. Eutatia, he 
always resided in his native town, sustaining a 
wide-spread repute, and attracting p- 
tienta from 4 great distance. In plamuit w e r t k  
his house, especially on Sunday mornings, wan 
thrtlnged with persons seeking medical advice. He 
was nn acute observer, p o d  great qaciQ, 



WATBRTO WN. 459 

and was one of the few r h o  conld snccessfully meet 
Chid Justice Yano~rs in the keen encounter of wit. 
Though a tory in the Revolution, fully and f innl~  
"convinced of tlie elitin inexpediency of resist- 
ance," he was yet early in tbe field nt Lexington, 
on the 19th of April, 1775, devoting his skill to 
liis wounded fellow-citizens. So highly nppre- 
ciated and so necessary to the people were his pro- 
fessionnl services,and so winningand benevolent were 
his m n e r s ,  tLat,odious to them aswere liis political 
sentiments, he rarely suffered any serioiis anuoyauce 
,om that accouat. He taught the school in Water- 
town in 1763, was a repwseatative in 1787, and 
was freqw~itly a member of the Executive Council 

;of Massachusetts. Dr. Spring was rather short in 
stature, but was compact and well-proportioned, 
and was one of the halidsomest men of his time. 
At his decease be left oiie of tlie largest estates 
ever bequeathed bv r professional man in the state. 

Colonel IYillinm Bond, fourth in descent from 
TTillinm, one of the early settlers of the town, was 
born Febrliary 17, i73S - 34. He was lieutenant- 
colonel of the Middlesex regiment of Colonel Gardi- 
ner, avlro fell mortallv wounded at Bunker Hill, 
and, succeedi~lg to tlie comniancl, led it in the disas- 
trous expedition to Canada. Retreating with the 
enfeebled remains of tlie arm! to hloiint hdepen- 
dence, opposite Ticonderop?, he died there of small- 
pox, August 31, 1770. The family rcside~~ce for 
one hundred and seveaty yean (1655 - 1825), now 
i Belmont, and origiiinlly the homcsteod of Cap- 
t.411 l\iilliam Jen~~ison, iras latterly the elegant seat 
of blr. John P. Cudiing. 

- Dr. 1Ienry Bosd, a distinguished ~~lirsician, 
g ~ r d s o i ~  of Coloilcl l\'illinn, was born ie I V a t e ~  
town, n lar~b 21, 1790. Gnduotii~g nt Dartmouth 
College in 1813, be studied medicine, and settle11 in 
Coacord, Ker Hamphire, in 1816, but in 1819 
removed to Pliiladelphia, where he became elni~lent 
in his profession, and died tlrere, Nay 4, 1859. In 
1855 Ire published iris llisimy and Ge~iealoqies qf 
WU/N./OWU, one of tlie most valuable contributions 
to this department of research ever made. Dr. 
lbnd was also the autbor of many important papers 
u p n  subjects connected with his profession. 

John P. Cusbing, a ucaltl~y and benevolent citi- 
~ e n o f ~ ' a t c r t o \ r n , d i d i ~ ~ l m 0 ~ t , . 4 p r i l 1 2 , 1 S 6 2 ,  

. nged seventv-six. Ifaving in early life amassed 
o fortune in China, his sabseque~t career was 

by active participation in public enter- 
prises, nnd by libernl but uomtentatious charities. 
fi hi beautiful grounds, nor belonging to Sam- 

uel R. Pnyaon, he established a magnificent comer 
vatory, wliich Ile liberally threw open to the public. 
His garden, ~iow i~~cluded in the town of Belmont, 
was a place of great attractiveness, to w11ich thoa- . 
sands of admiring visitors flocked every seama 

Conven Francis, D. D., a distinguished clcr- 
gyman and scholar, was born in Arlington, No- 
vember 9, 1795 ; died April 7, 1565. He gmd- 
uated at Harvnrd Collrbe in 1815, and was 
ordained over the First Parish of Watertom, J q e  
23,1819. After a useful and successful semoe of 
twenty-three years, he preached his farewell sermon 
to his parish, August 21, lS42,lrhen lie entered 
upon tlie duties of Professor of Pulpit Eloquence 
and Pastoral Care at the Divinity Scl~ml, Cam- 
bridge. Besides a historical sketch of IVaterhn,  
he waa the autlior of a life of the Apostle Eliot 
in Sparks' series of American Biographies. H e  
was an industrious student, a ripe scholar, and a 
ge~iial aud instructive companion. Dr. Francis, 
who was tlie brother of Lydia Maria Child, resided 
on the homestall formerly of Thomag Na~bew, on 
the corner of Market Street and Riverside Place. 

Harriet G. Hosmer, a distinguished sculptor, 
was born in Watertown, in the house now the wsi- . 
dence of her cousiu, Dr. Alfred tlosmer, October 9, 
1830. At an early age she began rnodelli~lg in 
clay, and on her return home from a coum of 
nnatomical study in the medical college of St. Louis 
in 1851, she eomme~iced her bust of Jjeqper, which 
attracted great attention on its completion in  1853. 
Her father then placed her u ~ d e r  the instruction 
of Gibson, the eminent English sci~lytor in Borne, 
and there she has since resided, having won a high 
reputation in her chosen profession. 

Bcnjomin Robbing Curtis, one of the ablest of 
American jurists, was born in Watertown, h'ovem- 
ber 4, 1809, and died in Newport, @ode Ishld, 
September 15, 1874. He was the sot1 of Captain 
Benjamiii and Lois Robbins Curtis, a11d graduated 
~ i t h  di3tinction at Iinrvard College in 18%9. He 
then studied law, was admitted to practice in F h  
ton in 1833, attaining e~ni~ience iu dhe profe~iop, 
was a member of the hlas~~~cliusetts House of Btp 
reseiitatives iu 1851, and from 1851 to 1857 rar 
an Associate Justice of the U~lited States Supreme 
Court. Iu tlie famous Dretl Scott Case Judge 
Curtis dissented from the decision of the majority 
of tlie court. In 1808 he was one of the counsel 
of President Andrew Joh~~son when impeaclld by 
the House of Represe~~tatives. His success in &ir 
cae greatly enhanej  his reputation. 
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George Tyler Bigelor, Cl~ief Justice of the Su- 
pnme Court of Massachnsetb, born in IVateitown, 
Okober 6, 1810, died ia Bosto~l, April 12, 1878. 
fie ms the son of Tyler Bigclow, nn emina~t hwyer 
of 'Watertown, gdu-ated nt Hnrvrrd 'College in 
1'8319, aud ms admitted to the bar in 1834. From 
1840 to 1848 lie served in the stnte legislature; 

appoint4 a judge of the Court of Common 
, . 

Pleas in ' 1849; ma transfenwl to the Supnmt 
Bencl~, November 21,1850 ; and was chief jnstia 
from November 7,1861, to January 1, 1868. As 
n judge he pos.!sessed great administrative ability, 
facility in the despatch of business, and patience, 
willingness, and cnpncity to labor, performing his 
duties with u n i v e d  acceptance. 

WAYLAND. ' 

. . 
BY OEV. J O S I A H  H. TEMPLE. 

NDER its present name, Wny- 
land is one of the new towns 
of the common\renlth. Under 
former nnmes, and by date of 
grant UI settlement, it is one 
of our oldest plantations. Its 
territory embraces about two 
thin13 of the lands originally 
p n t e d  by the General Court 
in the year 1631 as the tom- 

trlrip of Sudbu ry, - the name now applied to that 
part of the p t  nnd subsequent ndditions which 
lie on the west side of the river. The village of 
Sndbu ry was laid out on the east side ; the meet- 
ing-house was built on this side, the corn-mill was 
here, the pveyard ~ 8 5  here, and all the religious, 
civil, and eduationnl interests, centred here for a 
period of about ninety years. In 1780 the t o m  
was divided ; tire new part retained the old name, 
and t h  old part took the name of East Sudbury. 
In 1835 the name was changed to 13'ayland. I t  
containa 10,051 acres.. The Sudbury River, which 
is the 1knding natural feature of the place, forms the 
westerly boundary for a distance of five miles and 
two l~utrdred and fifty-one mls; runs within the 
town four miles and two hundred and thirty-one 
rods, making its total length between the south 
and north bounds ten rides arid one hundred md 
sixty-two rods. Tl~e town is bounded on the north 
by Lincoln, enst by Weston, south bp Sntick.' 

I t  is a matter of interest to know how, at that 
early hte,  the planters proceeded to orgaaize n new 
settlement in the wildenless. 

The first step was to get 1 7  of the ~ & m l  
Court to take up land for n plantntion. A petition 
was presented in tlie fall of 1657; and Pu'ovem- 
ber YO, a committee appointed to 6c ~t o11t' a 
plnce for them bp mnrks and bounds sufficient for 
fifty or sixty families, up011 the river that runs to 
Concord." The ,township was laid out five miles 
square. 

The next step m s  to purchase the'lnnd of the 
Indhn proprietors. The first purchase appeals to 
have been ninde in the spring of 1638, by George 
liunnings, as agent for the plnnters. The deed 
was in existence among the t o m  papers ns late as 
1893, but cnnnot now be found. The money was 
advanced by Mlulnings nnd Brian Pendleton, and 
repaid by the settlers. 011 making a survey, ten 
y a m  Inter, it aos found that this deed did not 
cover the five miles square, as actualIp laid out; 
nnd in 1848 two strips of Innd additional uen 
bought of the Indian owner for fiie pounds. Tllij 
land Iny to the soutiiward nnd westward of t6e 
original punihn,~. The last deed is preserved. 

The third step m s  to lay out the village plot. 
This was done in the fall of 1638. The original 
plan, wliich as in existence in 3603, is lost. The 
follorir~g clescription is cornyiled from the boun- 
daries md dimensions of lots recoded in the tom 
book, aided by certnin well-known i~atural marks 
a t  prominent points, and tlie recorcl of early hig11- 
ways. 

The plot took in nn irregullar trnct of Lnd, whose 
extreme length was about one a11d one half miles; 
the avenge breadth was less thnn hnlf n mile; tlre 
area w s  nbout 400 acres. Tte home-lots rrm 



staked out on two streets, known as the North 
Street and the Soutli Street, corresponding ia the 
main to liighuaya pow iu,existeiice. The number 
of house-lots ~rovided for was fifty-four, each con- 
tniuing nominally four acres, but varying consid- 
erably to conform to tile lay of the land. 

Coming from 1Vatepon.11, the travelled way at 
thnt date ran from the Alpheus Bigelow estate, 
over Pule Plain, as at present. Tlie home-lots 
began at the middle of tlie plain, near tlie fork of 
the roads, twenty rods west of tlie house of James 
S. Draper. From tliis poilit tlie Xort11 Street ran, 
as now, by Clnp-pit Hill and to tlie TniningField, 
t u r ~ ~ i n g  nenr the houx of Abel Gleason, and thence 
bearing southwesterly as near the south margiu of 
tlre ponds as tlie ground would admit, ru~d so 
towards the town bridge. The South Street nil 

from tlie before-mentioned fork on Pilie Plain, 
bearing soutlierly so as to strike the old qill-dam ; 
then tuniing nortlier~ OII the margin of tile pond, 
crossi~~g A11U Brook at Klmle's Bridge ; tlien turn- 
i ~ ~ g  soutl~erly and soutl~westerly, leiding by the 
Pqrmenter estates sod t l~c  I~ouse now owned by 
Alden lYellin,$on, formerly the Bridge Parsonage ; 
tlien following nearly tlie present street by the 
cemete?, and uniting wit11 the North Street some 
distance to the west of tlic residence of Charles A. 
Cutting. From a point n a r  the old Parmenter 
tavern tlie Soutli Street pirted into two, the south- 
erly brancli runiii~~g towards Bridle Point. 

'fie majority of house-lots appear to have been 
located oil the nortl~erly side of tile Nortll Street 
and on the soutlierly side of the South Street. The 
since e~iclosed bettveen tire t\\o streets was laid out 
illto the meeting-hous lot, the or-pasture, tlie 
sbeep-pasture, general planting-fields, a ~ ~ d  the 
training-place; tile latter, however, extended a 
considerable distance on the nortli side of the 
street. 

All the original planters had lo& assigned them in 
the vilhge plot. And it is believed that all of them 
who came in 1638, 1G33, ant1 1040, wit11 families, 
built on tlieir lots. llut 11 itliin time Fears i~ldi- 
vitluab begn to sell tlieir l~o~nesteads to new-comers, 
and to builcl 011 tile aewl> gnr~ted upln~ids at vari- 
ous desirable poirb. 'l'l~e reasons for selecting 
this as tlie v~llage site were, conveniency of m y  to 
\t'aterto\vn, t l~e  general lay of tile land and tlre 
ouly available mill-scat, as ive11 as proximity to 
tlie choicest river n~eaclow. And it \vas the L3jing 
out of a new highway from tlie Alpheus Biplow 
corner to Mr. Dunster's farm in 1643, and the 

simultaneous extension of the Bridle Point road- 
eoutlin.ard to connect wit11 tliis ller highway, that 
attracted Umund Rice (rho first built on the 
North S t m t  in 1639) and a few othera to locats 
that year near " tlie spring "; and induced Parson 
Broune, two ycars later, to erect his dwell ing-hk 
on the peninsula south of bfill Brook. 

The next step was to provide a corn-mill. It 
was get up in tile spring of 1639 by Tl~omas Cake- 
bread, and tile stream on ~rhicli it was placed was 
called blill Brook, nccording to the custom of t l ~  
times. Among tlie first public grants there wan 
" given to Tl~omas Cakebread, for and in conaid- 
eration of buildiilg r mill, 40 acres of upland now 
ndjoi~iing to tile mill, and a little piece of meadow 
down\vards and a piece of meadow upwards, which 
may be 16 or 20 acres. Also there is given, in 
addition, for his accommodation of liis estate, 30 
a c m  of meadow aiid 40 acres of upland." Mr. 
Cakebread died January 4,1642 ;- 43, and the mill 
was purchased or leased by Jolin Grout, who sub- 
sequently married the widow, and came in possession 
of the entire mill property. Ir was held in the 
Grout family for two or three generations. 

The next step was to apportion the meadons to 
the settlers. Tlie home-lots, being of equnl size, 
without regard to tile pecuniary ability of the 
grantee, represented the common ventuk of tlie 
pla~iters, and their civil and political equality, and 
were not taxed for ordinary town char@. The 
meadows represented iiidividual estates, and were 
the basis of taxation, as they were the main source of 
income. I n  the act of November 20, 1637, it wan 
provided that " the said persons appointed to oet 
out tlie said plantation are directed so to set out 
the same as there m q  be 1,500 acres of meadow 
allowed to it, if it be there to be had uitli any con- 
veniencp, for tlie use of the town." And &ptem- 
ber 4, 1639, it is ordered, '"that Peter Noyes, 
Edmund Browne, Edrnund Rice rf  ala. have com- 
mission to lay out lands to the present inhabitants, 
according to tlieir estates and persons, and tlieir 
abilities to improve their lat~d." 

Tile follo~ring rule of division of the meadows 
was adopted : " To every hi  r. of a flamilie, 6 alien ; 
to every sine, 64 akers; to ere? cl~ild, 14 alien; 
to eveq mare, cow, ox, or ally otlier cattle that 
mnp amou~it to £20, or so much money, 3 aken." 
Under tl~icl order the meadows were allotted in 
thn-e divisions, - the first under date of Septem- 
ber 4,1039 ; tlie second, April 20,1640; tlie third, 
h'ovember 18, 1640. The following r i l l  uidicate 
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tbe comparative taxable estates OF some of tlie lend- 
ing planten : " To Bf r. Edmund 13ro\mne, 75 acres 
of meaclinr ; to Blr. Peter Noyes, 79 acres ; Walter 
Haynee, 654 acres; Ecltnund Rice, 424 acres; 
Thomas Brom, 34) acres ; Joh~ i  k n t ,  SO acres; 
Johd Piinnenter; 26) acres; Edmund Gooclnow, 
2 4 . a ~ ~ ~  ; Henry 'Loker, 13 'acres ; Htigh Griffin, 
10) acres; William Brown, 8f  acm; John Butter, 
3 a*." 1 .  

In  connection with the nllotment of the meadows 
to the inhabitants, tlie town set apart certain lands, 
whiich were t s  be held .wred " for the use of tile 
ministty." Two meadow-lots on the \rest and two 
on the cast side of the river were thus " seques- 

-bred," and lnter two or more lots of upland on 
each side were added. These lots, both meadow 
and upland, were let out t a  individuals, and the 
incohe used for the support of the pastor. The 
rest-side ministerial lands were sold in 1817 for 
$3,200.96. Tlie uplands on the east side have 
bdn disposed of, bt&atl~e two meadow-lots are still 
held by the First Parish. 

b t e a d  of each man cultivating his own sep- 
rate field, tlie ciistom was adopted at  the outset, 
and continued for two generations, to assign e n -  
eral planting-fields. These were located at con- 
venient points, and the inhabitants living neP  to 
these points were required to break up and utilize 
each his proper share, and each was required to 
make and keep in repair a part of the fence cor- 
respoilding to lib part of the field. At first four 
cornfields were laid out, soon after six, and in 1654 
t b  number had increased to ten. 

The carlipt records name onily "the highway." 
This was the-road from the village over Pine Plain 
to Watertown. Every mnn in town was required 
"to come forth to the mending of the highway 
upon such time as they shall have lawful summons 
by the surveyors, or forfeit for each default 5 liil- 
lings." The rules for workilig the highway were : 
'# 1. The poorest man sllall work one day ; 2. for 
every 6 acres of meadow r man hath, he slur11 work 
one day." h r o d  for tile town's use, four rods 
ride, was established at the outset, "between the 
meadows and the uplnnds," from Bridle Poiint to 
Concord line, and on tlie west side of tlie river 
there was a similar road six rod* wide. In 1643 
the recotds name a way from IVntertown to Mr. 
Dunster's f a n ,  which \\.as laid out as II 11igl:llway 
in 1649. As already stnted, the South Street was 
extended across Jlill Brook, just below the junction 
of Pine Brook, and so on the east side of the river 

I to Edmund Bice's farm and the new bigb-7. A 
.foot and horse bridge across the river, nt the point 
where is now tlie Torn  Bridge, was btiilt in 1640; 
the first cart-bridge was built in the fali of a 1 6 4 - 3 .  

' Where adtown-wry was hid across a mail's home 
lot he sob allowed to put in and haintain gates at 
both his bound-lines, and travellers were required 
to open a d  shut them as tliey pssed.- 

PmaAios of the CAuPCR. -NO tecord of tbe 
first gnthering of the churcli in this t o m  am be 
found. But from the fact that blr. Brown. and 
tlie leading planters were made freemen May 13, ' 
1640, it is certain that a cliurch had been ogan: 
ized hefore that date. Tliere are reasom for fix- 
ing the dnte March 1, 1640. The nest Febnurj 
Mr. Browne is named as "our pastor," and tradi- 
tion fixes liis installation in August, 1640. Hb 
salary in 1643 was $2 30 ; in 1646,840 ; in 1 W, 
t50, "one half of which shall be p i d  either in 
money, whent, peas, butter, cheese, park, beef, or 
hemp and liax ; and he shall be p i d  at every q m  
ter'e end." 

The clay-pit and brick-kiln are named in the 
earliejt torn records. They were situated on tbs 
North Street, and on tlie east side of MiH B d  

In April, 1610, a considerable tract, lying be- 
tween the streets, towards Mill Brook, waa laid out 
as "a common pasture for working oxen." 

At this date it was ordered " that all h v  and 
p i p  kept in this town, from the 24th of April to a 

the 6th of Oct. that shall go about the t o m  Kith- 
out yokes and ring, for every hog so found the 
owner shall forfeit 10 sliilliugs, the complainant to 
have one-half the money, and the town the other 
half." 

Bhrch 29, 1641. '' I t  is a p e d  that every cart 
with 4 sufficient oxen & a man sl~all have for a ' 
day's work 5 shillings : tllat men sllall take for 
mowing by tile acre 14 pence for every acre, or one 
& twenty pence per day : that all carpenters, brick- 
layen, and thntchers shall have one & twenty penas 
for a day's work, nnd common lnbouren 18 pence 
a day: that all sawIers shall tnk for sating of 
board 38. 4d. the h u n d d ,  and for slit work they 
shall take 4s. 8d. the hundred: that a yearly c o ~  
ennnted servant, tlie best of them shall take but 5 
pounds for a year's service, and mnid-servants, the 
best of tliem sh11 take but 50 shillings : that none 
shall t a b  above 6 L  a bushel for the bringing up 
of corn from Watertown to Sudbury, aud 20 l i l -  
lings a tnnrn for any other pods." 

January 13, 1643, a large tract of 1 4  ru 
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laid out and established "to be a ww common 
forever." This tract embraced the whole south- 
&rly corner of the origii~al township. The 
north line ran from ,lllill Brook, near the present 
centre, to weston; the weat line run from Mill 
Brook, on a south-by-west line, to the squtl~ bounds 
of the five-miles gmnt, which it tollowed to IYes- 
ton, "which land so gmnted for a cow eommoa 
ahall never be ceded or laid down without the con- 
sent of every inhabitant nnd townsman that hath 
right in commonage." "The inhabitants are to be 
limited or sized. b~ the putting in of cattle upon the 
eaid common, wording to the quantity of meodow 
the  said inhabitants ere stated in upon the division 
of tlie Meadows." '&is rule of aizi~ig seema to be 
a s im~le  and equitable one. But an attempt to 
define and enforce i t  ten years later came near 
breaking up the town and the church. Tliese 
commons were (not ritliout opposition) lotted out 
and distributed to tlie inliabiiants, at three diris- 
ions, between the years 1705 and 1710. 

Meeting-How. -February 17,1642 - 43, " I t  
is agreed between the towusmen on the one part, 
a~id  John Butter on tlie otlrer prt, that tlle said 
John shall fell, saw, hew &- frame a house for a 
meieting-house, 30 foot long, 20 foot wide, 8 ft. 
between joints, 3 ft. between studs: Two cross 
donnents in the house, six clenr story wiudows, 
51 with 4 lights apiece and four with 3 liglits 
apiece, aid to intertie between the studs." Tlie 
town agreed to draw all the timber to place, and 
help raise the house, and to pay said John for his 
work 56. Raisingday was set for Blay 16, a ~ d  
it was "ordered that every man r h o  did ~ io t  attend 
the raising of the meeting house should forfeit 
518. 6d. for his default." This contract included 
only the frame. Tlie roof was covered ritli thatch, 
put on by the thatcliera; the body of the house 
was covered with oak cleft-boards or clapboanls, 
6 feet long, as indicated by the studdieg. Tlie 
cost of the roof and clapboarding was £ 10. Tlie 
floor wns not laid till 1645. This house stood in 
the.old cemetery. 

Cemetery. --The custom of the times was to 
bury the dead close by the meeting-lionse. But 
the site of the heeting-house was not chosen till 
four years after the town m s  built; and in tlie 
mean time eight of the settlers had died. The tra- 
dition is - and it correspoitds with known fads - 
that t b m  first dead were in t end  in the " old In- 
dian burying-grou~id," now connected with the 
main part of the cemetery. The existence of grave- 

stones there favors the traditio~l. The t h m  flat 
stones lying near tile centrr! of this old prt pt~br- 
bly mark the spot Thomas King, his .wife, 
and infant son were laid in tlle winter of 1642 - 43. 
.The findi~~g of skeletons at the southeasterly 4, 
buried but a few feet below the surface, accoding 
to Indinn custom, co~ifirpoa tlie belief tbt this plaa 
was used by tlie natives for sepulture. 

The pay of representative is @ven by the follow- 
ing extract : "Gmnted to Edmud  Goodnow, for 
his service dolie at the Court as deputy, 6 qcres of 
upland and 5 acres of ~neadow." In 16+4 Edmmd 
Rice mas paid " $6 in wheat, delivered at John Par:., 
meters, at 5 8. per bushel, for his servim, and charge 
as deputy tliis past year." 

111 1661 a contract was made with Edmund 
Gooclnow, that his son "should beat the drum 
twice every Lecture day, and ;twice every forenoon 
and twice every afternoon upon tlie Lord's day, to 
give notice what time to come to meeting; for 
which the town agree to pay,him 510 shillings s 
year." 

January 26, 1845 - 46, the town granted to 
Ricliard Sanger one half acre of land to set his 
sliop on; timber to build him a house; and aix 
acres of meadow, upon the condition that he stay , 

amongst us and do our smith's work for four yean, : 
In 1654 the t o m  agreed that John Parmenta, : 

Jr., " shall keep a house of entertainment." His 
license was renewed for a series of yeaq. . . 

I~~rl ian Ownerr. - Theowner of the lands mm- 
prising the main part of the first five-miles grant 
wns Caato, sometimes written, as it was pronounced, . 
Carto. His English name~was Goodmans. He is 
mentioned in tlie colony records-of 1637; and in 
then associated with the squaw lrlrchem of Medfod . . 

in tlie sale of "the weire 8t Concord, and all the 
planting p u n d  ahicb hath been formerly planted .-. 
by tlie 111diaiis there." This indicates that his 
tribal relations were with the Nisticks rather than . 
with the Nipnets. ' I11 our town records his name is 
uniformily written Gooclmans. The larger prck 
of lands of liim in 1698, and the smaller onc:iu 
1643, l~sve already heell described. In relation to , 

tlie lntter the records designate i t  "the k t  p w  - 
chase of hiids of Goodmans." 

The subsequent fate of Chito is unknown. His 
brother .lojenny was one of the hdians gathered 
at Katicli by the Apostle Eliot. , 

Asotlier Indian r l ~ o  lived in the southerly p r t  
pf l\Tajland was Nntaous, ~0mmbnly wlled. Vil- 
licun of Sudbury.. He was a Xipet,  whose ,o* 



464 HISTORY OF MIDDLESEX COUArTY: 

nd home was near Grafton. The historian Hub- 
bard s p k s  of liim as "very familiar with the 
rh$et." . He was an ;ttmdnnt on the ministry of 
Bk. Brdwne arid rpns coh~erted to a belief in tlie 
Chriqin; d i g i o n  by his preaching. l le  joined the 
~ h r i s t &  h~dians at RTutick;and became a propi- 
~reut+&dec there. f 11pu the Socicty for Propapt- 
ing the flospel in Sew England mile  arrangements 
with pcl~ool~~aster Corletl d Cambrids-e io gducate 
Itulian .youtJ~s iq, prepnrati~n Ibr college, a son of , 
Natabus was sent there for instruct i~~.  It appenn 
that there were charges con~~ccied with tlie tuition 
of thb boy aliich the Eoglid~ k i e t y  failed to pay ; 
and 31tfCohdt obtained leave of ihe General Court 
" to purcl~ke of Ketus tlie 111dirn so much land 
as the said Netus is possessed of acconliq to Inw 
for tlie satisfnctio~~ of .the debt." The origieal' 
amount clue was $4 10s.; interest a11d c l~aqes  r a i d  
it to 27 108. Under the court's order Edmund 
Bice, Sr., and Tliomas K o p  laid out to mid Cor- 
lett, fro@ the laads of said Xetus, a farm of 320 
acres. 

In 1874 Netus is described by Gookin as 
"among the good nlin and prudent, wl~o were 

rulers at Hatick." But a year after, on the break- 
ing out of Philip's War, thd Pn!-ing Indians were 
treated by the provincial autlxorities as'fc t~eacher- 
otta heathen " ; and some of them provgd their 
inheritance in. our common human nature, ,by re- 
tonling to heathen customs. Febmary I, 1676, 
Netw headed a party of snvages who attacked and 
destroyed tlie f,~mily of Thomas Ea~nes of Framing- 
hmp: He was killed the 27tl1 of Mnrch followisg, 
at lfrrlborough,pnd soou after his squaw,was sold 
into slavery. I -, 

The third Indian pr6prietorship was situated in 
the soutl~westerly wr t  of the torn, mostly on the-., 
"New Grants." I t  was held by Tnntamous, crliad 
Jethm, Jehojnkell, the Speene family, and others, 
and was purcl~ased by the town in 1684 for 2 13. 

The nated Indinn Bridge, e landmark often re- 
ft?rred ~ Q - ~ I V  thb early records, was situated at an 
angle in 'West Brook, nortl~erlf from Pelllam's 
Pond. There is m w  at  t l~e  point a gravel bar, 
wtiich iffords n crowing-place for teams. No de- 
mription of the bridge is extant. 

d1e first gmnt-of lands, adjacent to Sudhnrp, to 
perm16 of distinction, t~-a5 ma110 June 6, 1639, to 
BIB. Elizabeth Glover, aidow of Rev. Josse Glover. 
This comprised a farm of six I~undml acres, 1~i11g 
" witfiout the 'bountls " of the town on th:e south ; 
but by the adjustment of lines with Framinglmm 

1 
in 1700 the i ~ o r t l ~ ~ t e r l y  part of the hrm fell 
within the bou~uls of \\Tnjlau& I 

Pelhnm's-fan. comprixd "the Ed&" and r. 
wholly within our tom..bounds. I t  was-tcd, 
September 4, 1639, to Herbert Pellmm; Fg., r h o  
put g100 ir~to the c:com&on cltock ef tbe colon?, 
a ~ ~ d  was one of the assistan@ to tllc p v e m r .  
The f ~ r m  was lensed to tenants, a d  H~vember 11, 
17 11, was sold by his I ~ i w  to l b  Hunt aud 
Samuel Stone, Jr. ' 

. Dunster's farm - granted in- 1648 to Henry 
Dunster, presidelit of Marvard b k g e - l a y  to 
the south aucl east of Mrs. Glover's,'aid was rholl? 
rithip t b  p m n t  bound; bf \Vaylnd. J- 24, 
1659,' Edmud  Bicc and ,I& son Benjamin bought 
this farm of ;lie exicutora oC Mr. Duluter'a rill. 

Jenni?onJs firm, of tyo liuuend acrea, lay on 
the soutl~ boundj of the tom, extend* from the 
Dunster ktm' t a  Weston line. TZlis ars granted 
in 1638 {bid out in I646) to Capbin IV1lliam 
Jennison of Watertown, for service in th Pequot 
-War. fi was sok&-~~ri l  8, 1657, to: Edmand 
Rice. ' 

, - - 2  

Second &ti*-Horse.--In t.&>--mer of 
1653 a new mee@~g-l~ouss nas built-an the old 
spot. In size i t  was 40 x 25 feet, .ad 1% fcet 
high. I t  bad gable-ends, two pin~~ le s ,  two 

. dbon, four transom windows 6 X 5 feetskd a clear- 
story window in e&b.gable-end 4 x 3 'Bet. The 
outside was covered kith clnpbaads foucfeet long. 
The roof was covered with thatch. haide it had 

- dor~nents .across the liouse dc ient  for &rieS 
Tf needed, 'f the two middle -bealpas to be smoothed 
on three sides, and the. lo& con~ra to be ma 
with a bowkell." The walls were c a d  with 

.* smooth cedar boards up to the bottom of 'tbe win- 
dows, and from here to the bearnam* - 
with tempered clay. The s& were of white ork, 
" both posts aid mils and benches." 

LUilitary. - Jfay 13,1640; ' Se .  B- Pendk 
ton. is, desired to train the compny st Sdbory, 
and Mr. Peter Sow is appoi* k p y o r  of arms 
there." The town's ~roportion of powdmS " which 
they aw,to buy and ~7 for', is r#re*bamLu Sep 
tember 27, 1641?, Ancient (Ensign) &bread is 
appointed to lend the compyk: In 1648, and 
agail~ in 1632, it is ordered t lmt. teeet ing-hous 
be used a3 a \\ptch-l~o~~e. IR 1649 tk'fom sold 
a piece af  mentlow nenr tila brick-kiln, and sir 
acres of upland to Kathom h d " f o r L 0  in money, 
" to buy silk far a suihble flight of colour~ for the 
use of the military compai~y." 





On tile breaking out of Philip's War, in 1675, 
the only preparations for drfcuce wen the three 
westside garrison-houses, and the meeting-house 
on the east side. The latter was not fortified, but 
its position W~AY strong. Early iu tlie summer 
Paraon Bromne, r h o  lived on the southerly side of 
Mill Brook, begn to build n stockade arouud his 
premises. In a letter dated September 26, 1676, 
addressed to tlie governor, he says : " I l~ave been 
a t  a round charge to fortify my house, and except- 
iug fi~~isl~ing the two flaukem and my gate, have 
finished : Now without four i ia~~ds  I clnuot well 
secure it, and if for waut of hands I be beaten out, 
i t  will be very advantageous to the enemy, and a 
thorn to the towu." The governor mid council 
granted him tile four Inen as guards, nud Ire maill- 
tained tlvm at his own expellse. By o d ~ r  of the 
selectmen, all the fa~nilies living in the soutl~ p r t  
of the town, ant1 above Mill Brook, fled to tl~is 
stockade in case of i~nmineut danger. 

Alarms were frequent. Tile woods were p- 
tered with Iudians. Sn~okes were seen on the 
hills, indiatiag the calnps of tile savages. Men 
were find upon when passing from one place to 
another. .The able-bodied men were pressed into 
the county's service, or were required for watch- 
ing, warding, aud scouting uear home. "At the 
request of Ensign Grout, Left. Ephm Curtis aas 
ordered, with suclr volu~~teers as would join him, 
to march into tlie woods, and endeavour to surprise, 
kill, and destroy any of our 11ldia11 enemy." No- 
vember 22,1675, Sudbury was ordered " to impress 
nine able-bodied men for tlie service of the country." 
The nest February an order was issued dismissing 
all the garrison soldicrs at Sudbury. March 23, 
this town was odered to furnish six men and tl~ree 
l~orses " to garrison 13rooktield." April 8, the 
selectmen petitioner1 the governor, " by reason of 
tile approach of the 111diau enemy near our town, 
that 20 men s~ny  be seat to be under the co~~duct 
of lieut. Epl~nim Curtis, to be bprovrd as a 
scout, to nllgc tlie woods, ant1 be in readiness 
up011 any occnsior, if tlie enem! should set upon 
us. And \re s11a11 adtl unto the said scout so many 
men more out of our town, altlio' r e  can h d l y  
spare them nnrl sccun: our prrisons." 

But the 111db11 asanlt of April e l  came unex- 
pectedly. Tl~c  pistor's sttdade ant1 the west-side j 

worth's force nss defeated, a large body of Iudiaw 
rushed across the river, md b e e n  the work of 
destruction near the bridge. At this juncture Cap 
tain Alasou's J\'ntertowa compn~~y amved 3 and 
being joined by our towl~smen made an attuck and 
"drove near 200 Indians over tlie river and followed 
t.hem, and went to sce if we could relieve CnpL 
lYadswortli upon the Hill"; but t h q  were driven 
back. l\'hen it was dark this company crossed 
tire river again, and went to Mr. Noyes' mill, where 
they " found 13 or 14 of a p t .  W.'s men who l~ad  
e x n p l ,  some of them wounded, and brouglrt them 
to the village. . . . . On the next day i the morn- 
ing, so soon as it was l i 4 t  r e  went to look for = .' Concord men who were slam iu tlie river meadow, 
and there we w e ~ ~ t  in the cold water up to our 
knees, where we found 5, and brought them in . 
calloes to the bridge-foot, and buried the111 them" 
Tliese Coucord men were buried on tlie east side 
of the river. A considerable number of the houas 
situated in the westerly part of the village w e n  
burnt. 

Im~nediately after tliis affair the town bestirred 
itself and built a heavy stochde, with flaaken,. 

arouud the meeting-house. This fort stood till 
1631, when it was take11 down m~d the log~s used 
to repair tlie old pound 

Schools.-The first mention of schools in tbe 
town records is under date of February 20, 1664 
- 65, when Mr. Thomas Walker petitioned for a 
p n t  of land " for his encouragement to keep 8 

free scl~ool in Town." 
In an o%cial return made blnrch SO, 1680, the 

selectmen say: "As for schools, though there be 
no stated d o 0 1  in tliis town, for that the inlmbi- 
tants are so scattered in their dwellings that i t  
cannot well be, yet such is the a s e  by having two 
school dames on ex11 side of the river t l~a t  k a c w  
small children to spell and read, which is so man- 
aged by tl~eir parents and governours at home and 
prosecuted after snch a sort as that the selectmen 
a110 distributed themselves did witbin three montha 
last past so examine families children and youth, 
botlr as to good manners, orderly living, cotechising 
am1 reading as tlmt they returned from all pnrb a 
comfortable and good account of nll t l~ow mattem, 
and renrler them growing in m e n 1  familics beyond 
expectation, rawly rppmv;~ble anprliere, enmumg- 

garrisons were well maaaed, a d  afforded protection 
to the iahabita~lts. l 'l~e high mter  alone saved 
tlre village, as the a3vage:e.s co~rlcl cross only at the 

ing in most places a ~ ~ d  in otl~ers verj commendable, 
so as t l~at  the end is accomplished I~itlwrto. And 
for teaching to write and qpi~er ,  herc is Mr. Tlromar 

tow11 bridge. As soon, however, ns Ca1)tain Wads- Walker and two or tl~ree others about thb town 
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that do teach therein, and a n  d d y  to teach all 
others that need, if people rill  come or send them. 
And touching persons who live from under family 
pvemment, or after a dissollite or disorderly 
manner to the dishononr of God and corrupti~ig of 
youth, the selectmen do return their answer that 
t h y  find none such amongst us." 

I n  1690 the town was presented for +ant of a 
mhool. October $3, 1692, John Long was cllosen 
by the town as " a wrighteing scl~oolmaster to teach 
cl~ildren to rright and cast acounte." Bfr. Long 
eonti~lued iu the krvice of the torn till 1700, when 
Mr. Joseph Noyes was chosen grammar school 
master. 

Up to 1714 no whool-house had been built in 
town. ,Schools were kept in private houses; arid 
the records intimate that h e  meeting-house was 
sometimes used for school purposes. Near this 
date the westside inhabitants, having been granted 
the privilege of forming a new precinct, built a 
school-house at the Gravel Pits at their own cl~arge. 
Tbia. was used by the pebple living on both sides 
of the .river, for about ten years. 

. 

November 21, 1735, the town voted ICthat each 
Precinct be empowered to bnild each of them a 
school-house, out of the interest of the Bank money 
that is or should be in the Trustees' hands." 

In ' l729 the East Precinct voted '<to build a 
school-louse 18 ft. aide by 2 2 ft. long and 8ft. 
between joints, with a g m l  brick cllimlley and 
fire-place at one end, and a place to hang a bell at 
the other end." For several pears but one school- 
master was employed, teaching six months in one 
house and six iu tlre other. 

In 1731 the town instructed their representative 
to move the General Court in behalf of tile town, 
for B achool farm in some of the unappropriated 
lands. ' 

In 1735 two schoolmastem were employed, one 
in eacl~ precinct, at an annual salary of £60 each. 

In  May, 1710, the toall granted L 72, Old Tenor, 
for tlie support of grammar schools ; and voted 
that the schools sl~ould be kept in the four different 
quarters of the town. This was the origin of the 
district system, the districts being known as the 
Northwest, Ianham, the Centre, and the Farm 
School. Within a few years sci~ool-l~ouses were 
erected in the four quarters. 

Mr. Edmund Brown, the first minister, died 
June 23, 1678. He married, about 1645, Anne, 
widow of Jol111 Lnvernn of \\'ntertom-n. They left 
no cilildm~. hccodiug to blather, "he was of 

1 

fhose r h o  wem in the actual exercise ofthe ministry 
when he left E~qland." Joh~lsdn spaks.of him aa 
'In p l l y  and able minister of the word." He rrc 
much hol~ored in social life, being on terms of in- 
timacy with the family of Governor Leventt. & 
was a member of the Synod that established the 
Cambridge Plntform, 1646 - 1648 ; and uas on the 
council tlurt met, October, 1657, to settle the di5- 
culties in Bev. Mr. Stot~e's church at Hartford. 
Besides large grants as an original proprietor of 

Sudbury, he received from the General Court m- 
eraLvaluable meadows in Framin@am: His landed 
estates, acquired by gift and purchak, could not 
have been less than three hundred acns. His 
house, called in his rill  Brunswick, that is, 'Imrut- 
sion by the stream," was of ample dimensions, two 
stories high, and well furnished. His library com- 
prised one hundred and eigl~ty volumes. He left 
the sum of 3350 for establislling B grammar school 
in Sudbury, but by vote of the town in 1734 it 
was diverted to another purpose. 

Rev. James Sherman sucoetlded Mr. Brownc n 
pastor. He was settled in the winter of 1678-79; 
was dismissed 31ny 22,1705 ; died March 3,1718. 
He was so11 of Rev. Jolin Sherman of Watertorn; 
rnamed Mary, daughter of Thomas Walker of 
Sudbury, and lind two sons, John and Tl~omu. 
After leaving the ministry he prnctised medicitrc i t  
Elizabethtown, New Jersey, and Salem, hiassachu- 
Seth. 

Third dfceliny-Aortae. - In 1686 the torn 
"voted, ordered and a g d  to erect a meetiug- 
house, just like the new one in Dedham," a t  B cost 
of eeoo. 

July 1, 1605, Edward Wright atid John Good- 
now were appointed a committee, and bought l 
bell of Mr. Caleb Hubbard, of Braintree, for 227 
in silver money ; and the selectmen were odered 
to procure half rr hundred of pod  S p i i s h  iron for 
bolts and k e y  aecasary for hanging the bell, d 
a rheel-rope. 

The Rev. Isnel Loring, born at Hingham (H. U. 
1701), was ordained November 20,1706. At  this 
dote the number of church-members was: male 
forty-one, females seventy-nine; total one hundred 
and twenty. 

Immediately ~ f t e r  the settlement of Mr. Loring 
B movement began, to divide tln: t o m  into two 
precincts, for the purpose of supporting tro 
cllurches. October $31, 1707, the inhabitants on 
the west side of the river sent a petition to the 
Cie~ied Court, to be set off into a separate pre 



cind ; not granted. In 1713 the esst-side inhabi- 
tants proposed to move the meeting-house "as near 
as  possible to tlie centre of the town " ; not ac- 
cppted by tbe nestsiders. 111 1714 the west-side 
people petitioned the legislature "to be erected 
into o new township." Tl~is was not granted; but 
October 28, it was ordered " tllat tliere be a dis- 
tinct Precinct arid a meeting-house erected for the 
public worship of God, on tlie west side of Sud- 
bury River." The formal organization of tlie 
IV& Precinct took place December 18, 1721, 
y11en.it was voted "to have the preacliing of tlie 
word of God amongst ,us " ; and Mr. Nii~ott was 
ellosen to preach for six weeks. The East Pre- 
cinct was organized June 2 9  1722, and at once 
proceeded to make the necessary provision for 
"tl~eir now settled minister Mr. Israel Loring." 
But they had been anticipated by tlie West Pre- 
ciuct, which ou the 6th of June liad voted " to give 
tile Rev, Mr. Lorii~g an invitation to come over 
and fettle a~ id  be their minister," offering him 
e l 0 0  for his "settlement," etc. July 10, Mr. 
Loringvrites: "To the inhabitants of the West 
Precinot in Sudbury : I accept of the kind invitr- 
t i o ~  yon dlave given me to come over an(\ settle 
.with you al~d be the minister of the Westerly Pre- 
ci~ct." Tlle next day, July 11, Blr. Loring an- 
nqnces b,v letter to tlie East Precinct his decision 
to leave them and settle 011 the west side. "Feb. 11, 
1723. Tlie church met at my house, where, after 
the brethren on the east side had maliifeste~l their 
h i r e  that the cl~urch miglit be !divided into two 
churches, it was so voted by a majority." (Cirurch 
RecortEs, by J. Loring.) 

Rev. William Cook was ordained as tlie suc- 
ceqsor of Bir. Loring, Marcli 20, 1723. Hc wns a 
native of Hndley ; a gmdunte of Harvard in 1716, 
and libraria~~ of that institution for a time. He 
was a fine scholar, and a man of nrdeut piety. 
He died Kovember 12,1760, aged sixty-six. 

In 1725 - 26 a new meeting-l~ouse - the fourth 
--was built. It was located at rlmt is now the 
Centre. Tlie committee aas iustructed " to make it 
as near as tliey can like tlle new house in the l\'est 
, Ppxinct," - only the " steps " were to be " llaud- 
somer," - with tlie same ~iu~nber of pens. 

Rev. Joeiah Bridge, boni at Lesi~~gton (11. U. 
1758), was ordained November 4, 17G 1 ; died 
June 10, 1801, ill the sixty-seco~~d year of his 
age aid fortieth of liis ministry. " He was a great 
and good minister." 

Irdirrn If'urr. -This town had sent its sous and 

their families as pioneers into most of the fron- 
tier settlements in JITorcester md old Hampshire 
counties, and consequently felt a personal interest 
in tlie welfare and perils of these exposed- to-. 
Many of our men did service in the d l e d  
Father Ralle's T17ar, 1723 - 26. S e p n t  Danicl 
How and ten men joined Captain Samuel TVrigkt9r 
Rutland scout, and were oat from November 10, 
1753, to April 10, 1724. Sergeant William h i n t -  
nall, wit11 seven men, was in service from August 17 
to October 27,1725. Four of our Inen joined the 
expedition to the West Indies in 1640. 

On the breaking out of tlie French and Indian 
War of 1744 the Sudbury T m p ,  -forty-four 
men, -commanded by Caphill- Josiah Brown,& 
t ined representatives of most of our families, and 
was ordered in 1746 to the defence of h'umber 
Four. Our men were drafted for garrison duty it 
the forts in Hampshire County, and volnntekred 
for service in the numerous expeditions of this war. 

A similar record can be made of service in the 
last French and Indian war, 1754 - 1763. Tam- 
tp-five men were out in the Crown Point expeditions 
of 1755. A larger number s e n d  in the 'cam- 
paigns of 1756. By a return dated April, 1767, 
it appears that tliere were on the Alnrm List forty- 
seven men, and on the Active List seventy-four 
men, living on the east ~ i d e  of tlie river. To this 
is to be added the Trooperp. Most of these men 
turned out on tlie "Alarm about Fort William 
Henry " in August. Lieutenant Samuel Curtis 
a~id  eighteen men joined Captain Samuel Da'Jrin'm 
company, which marched on tlie Canada expedi- 
tion >lay 21, 1758. Both these officers rm 
killed at Half-way Brook, July 20 ; TVilliam Groat, 
Jonathan Patterson, and Piathniel Moulton were 
reported missiiig ; Samuel Abbot died October %. 
Kine of our men were with Captain John Nixon 
in the invasion of Canrrda, under General Amherst, 
in 1759. 

TAe Reaolrctwn. -In March, 1775, the active 
militia of Sudbury was organized into the North 
C o m p a ~ ~ ~ ,  Captain Anron Hnynes, sixty men (rest 
side); the, East Company, Captain Joseph Smith, 
sevcuty-five n~eii (mst side); the Lonhnm Com- 
 pa^^!, Captain Moses Stone, ninetv-two Inen (both 
sidrs of tlie river); the 'Froop, Captain 1.w~ Loker, 
taenty-one men (both sides); the East Company of 
minute-men, Captain Xathniel Cudaorth, forty 
men ; tlie West Company of Minute-men, Captain 
John Niron, fifty-four men. All these companies 
marched to Concord 0x1 the memorable 19th of 
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April, andtall took ps3t in tlie stirring events of 
tlut day. The Troop and Cnphin Smith's com- 
pmy rem out three days; Captain Stone's and 
(Lpbin Haynes' companies were out four days; 
the M minute eompa~lies were out five days, 

 many of the officers and men immediately enlistccl 
into the Continental servioe. Captain Nixoti a t  
once h k  out beating pa#rs, and m i d  a regi- 
ment. Cnptain Nathaniel Cudaorth was promoted 
tdbe major in Colonel Joaa thu  Brewer's regiment, 
b& commission beari~ig date April 334. Lieutenant 
Thnddeus Russell, of Cud\rortli's company, secured 
the re-enlistment of alinost the entire East Sudbury 
compaay, hns clioien captain, and reportal for 
duty April 94, with forty-nine men ; his lieutennnt 
wad Nathaniel JIaynurd, I~is eusign ans Kathniel 
Beeves. Captnin Anmn Hnynes rnised a compny 
of fsrty-four men, m d  wait into service May 3. 
Lientenaut David Moore, of K~uoti's company, 
elllisted a company of fifty-two men, and was 
then captain. He WM athcl~ed to Colo~~el 
Kiron's Wment.  All of these compnies enlisted 
for the eight months' service of 1776 ; all of them 
took 61% in the battle of Bunker Hill, dune 17; 
most of them- remaiued in service, either continu- 
ously or with brief respites, through the various 
campaigns of the war. 

July 15, 1776, a bounty of. 6 7  sterling was 
voted to each man a110 sliould e d i t  as a soldier 
for active service. 

March 3,1777, the town voted "to give to each 
m m  thnt will enlist into the Continentnl army for 
three ycnrs, or during tlie war a bounty of 220." 

I n  1778 four colnpnnies were in the ~ervice: 
Captain '~onnthan Rice's and Captain Asallel 
Wheeler's west-side men, and Cnptnin Nnthaniel 
Mnynard's and Cnptnin Isaac Cutting's enst-side 
men, aggregating in all three hundred and twenty- 
seven men. 

Under the first all of December, 1776, for 
troops to serve for three years, or during the wnr, 
fiftken men enlisted during tlre war, and fifty-seven 
for three yam. T11irt.y of the* were from the 
east side of the river. Undcr the second a l l  for 
t h w  years' men, in 1780, thirty men enlisted, of 
whom eleven hailed from the enst side. 

The difficnlty of rnising men at tliis late dnte 
in the war is seen from the following pnpr : " I n  
obedience to the resolve of the G~neml Court of 
Dec. 2 lnst, for suppl~iag the deficiency of the 
state's quota for the Continental army, we the 
subscribers do certify thnt the following persons 

have been enlisted and marched, a d  tbey bare 
been paid as 'follows: To J o l ~ n  Dalrymple; Wm. 
Dunn, Jo l~n  Ruck, i\'ahurn Ifayna, Zdmiah  
Bnbi~rson, and Oliver Bobitwon, each 900 pounds 
in money ; elso a note signed by the Treasurer 
for 1 8  head of l~orned cattle which am to be colre~ 
thh spring, and to be kept for nnd delivered to 
eclch of the nbove-named nt the tiwe of their being 
regularly dischnrgecl, or a sum of money q u a 1  to 
said cattle : Also there has been p i d  to k c  
Uridemod nnd Jotus Underwood each. the sum 
of SO pounds lurd money, a id  an obligntion signed 
by -the Tcen'surer for 60 pounds in h a d  money, one 
half to be p i d  in ow yenr, the o t h r  half in two 
vean from date.'' June 18, 1781. Signed by 
;he selectmen. 

The total population of the town wea 2,160, 
wliicll would give about five liu~~drcd ratable polls. 
The number of difirent men in actual service at 
some time during the mr was not 1- tlun four 
hundred. 

At the first town-meetins held in East Sudbnry, 
April 24,1780, the following officers were elected : 
Joseph Curtis, town clerk and treasumr ; Cnptain 
Riclurrd Hard ,  Joseph Curtis, Pliinehas GI-, 
Jacob Reeves, Cnptain h c  ~ Loker, selectmea ; 
Joseph Curtis, William Bald win, Lieutenant Thomas 
Brintnall, assessors; Cnptaiu John Koj-es, Mr. Isaac 
Damon, collectors; William Baltlwin, Lieutenaut 
John Wlutney, Captain Isanc Loker, Lieutenant 
Jonathan Hoar, highway surveyors ; 'Phineb 
Glezen, Lieutenaut Joseph Dudley, titl~iog-men; 
I\'illiam Barker, William Dudley, fence-viewers ; 
Ezekiel Rice, fish-reeve ; Snmuel Griffi, Nathauiel 
Reeves, field-drivers ; IVillkm h v i s ,  hog-reeve; 
Lieuterurut Samuel Russell, sealer of leather. Cnp 
tain Richard Heard wns chosen representative. 
'' Toted, To pny Rev. Mr. Bridge tor six montlu' 
snlnry 37 punds  in silver money, or in common 
necessaries, 1,774 pounds. Granted 1,500 pounds 
for support of the p o r  ; 1,500 pounds for the su y 
port of the Grnmmr acliool for the year ensuing; 
1,000 pounds for the support of a reading and writ- 
ing school the p e s e ~ ~ t  year." 

I n  1786, tlie to rn  ordered a new pair of Ftmb 
to be built for the punishment of c r imi~ l s .  Tl~me 
\rere p t n d  nenr the meeting-house. (The lnst 
stocks, on the west side of the river, stood in tlte 
meetinpl~ouse porch.) 

In 1797, on petition of William Bncket and 
others, leave was given by the town to have "a bass- 
violin played ill the meeting-house to PsYist in 



church music." Tlie town nppropricltions are for 
the first time recoded ia dollars a~ld  cent4 instead 
of, pouuds, sliiHiugs, and pence. 

In 1709 the town was filled 555 for neglecting 
to send a r e p ~ n t a t i v e  to the Genemi Court. 

I n  1800 the old burying-ground was enlarged 
by the purchase of laad of R'athul aid Lutlrer 
Glezen ; and in 1836 lalid was bought of William 
h'oyes' heirs, "to unite tlie cemetery with the 
old Indian Buying-Ground." Also, on tlie same 
date, land was purcliased of Joseph Bullard for n 
cemetery, soutl~ of the meeting-l~ouse. . Iu  1871 
the cemetery at Cochituate Village was laid out. 

I n  1800 a school committee was chosen, con- 
sisting of .Nathaniel Reeves, Othniel Tyler, TTilliam 
Bracket, Silneon Pratt, Israel Stone. 

The road from the centre to tlie Zacllariah Heard 
h o u s  was laid out. I t  aas b~iilt by tlie residents 
011 the farm, and was to be kept in good repair by 
them for ten years, they being exempted from liigll- 
way taxes levied by the tow11 during that time. 

A 'f bridle-way "from Kathaniel Reeves' barn 
to Bridle Point was this year established. This 
had Ireretofore been the travelled way from tlie 
Centre to the farm, diverging to tlie left nenrly 
opposite the Russell house, aud passing thence to 
the Old Farm Bridge. 

Rev. Joel Foster, the sixth pastor, was installed 
September 7,1803. He was born at Stafford, Con- 
necticbt, April 8, 1755 ; gm~luated at Dartmouth 
C'ollege, 1777 ; ordained at Kcw Salem, Eiiassachu- 
aetts, June 9, 1779 ; dismissed January 21,1802 ; 
died September 24, 1812. 

In 1801 tlie old training-field, established in 
1640, was sold to Kathan Giezen. I t  comprised 
about nine acres, no\r in the central part of Abel 
G1eze11's farm. 

The fifth meeting-house, now standing, was 
roitced June 1, 1814, completed January 19, and 
dedicated Jannarp 24, 1815. And oil. the same 
day tlie Rev. Jolili R. Wight, seventh pstor, was 
ordained. Ilc \Ins borri at Bristol, Rllode Eland, 
3f;iy 7, 1700 ; gnduntcd at Brown Universit~, . 

' 1808, at tlie age of eightern, with the highest honors 
of liis class; studied tlieolop~ wit11 Dr. Emmons of 
Fnnklin, and nftvr n succrs~fiil miaiqtrj of twcntj- 
tliree Fears, resigard in 1S:15. He now resiclcs ia 
torn, lionon~d and belo\.ccl' b~ all, blessing by liis 
clleerful prc-sriice aid \rods of pious hope tile 
p s e l ~ t ,  ns he lias the two preceding genentiol~s. 

XIr. TViglitJs sucrthl;sors have been : Uev. llich- 
ard T. Austin, Boudoi~l Colkge, 1831 ; odailled 

September 28,1836 ; dismissed Septembt 1838; 
died 1847. Rev. Edmund 11. Sears, bonl at  &p 
diskld, 1810 ; graduated at Union College, 1834, 
Harvard Divi~iity School, 1837 ; ordained Febm- 
ary 2J), 1839 ; installed at Lancaster, ~e&mber  e3, 
1840; returned to lI7\:y1and in 1847, preaching 
until 1863; died at Weston, January 16, 1876. . . 

Rev. George A. ITilliams, Nay, 1814, to May, 
1847. 

Rev. Samuel D. Robbins, Harvard Divinity 
School, 1833 ; ordained at Ljnn, h'ovember 13, 
1833 j dismissed, )la!, 1830 ; installed at Chelsea, 
1839; disniissed, 184s; iustallecl at Framingham, 
1854, dismissed February, 1867; at IVaylalld from 
May, 1867, to May, 1873. 

Rev. James 11. Collins, supplied from hue ,  
1873, to June, 1874. 

Itev. TTillhm M. Salter, graduated a t  Knox 
College, Illinois, 1871, supplied from August, 
1874, to Julp, 1875. 

Rev. Edward J. Young, Harvard, 1848; Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew and Oriental Languages, 1869; 
began to preach at l\rn~laad in August, 1875' 

Tl~e  Evangelical Congregational Church mm 
organized May 21, 1828, arid the chapel dedicated 
at  the same time. The number of members at the 
start was eighteen ; two hundred and ninety-even 
have since been odtled ; present number, ninety- 
nine. Tlie meeting-liou~e was dedicated July 22, 
1836. Tlie pistors have beell &v. Levi Smith, 
Yale, 1818 ; odained, Jalluary 21, 1829 ; dis- 
missed, Piorember 26, 1832 ; died at East Wind- 
sor, Connecticut, January 15, 1854, aged sixty- 
four. Rcv. Larius Hjde, Killiams College, 1813; 
i~lsblled, Julp 22, 1835 ; dismissed, ;April 15, 
1841 ; died at Ternon,Con~~ecticut, April 2,1865. 
Rev. John IT. Allen, Bowdoin, 1834; installed, 
Dece~nber 29, -1841 ; dismissed, April 16, 1849. 
Rev. IIenry Allen, Dartmouth, IS49 ; ordained, 
September 30, 1SS2 ; dismissed, September 14, 
1857. Rev. Adiu H. Fletcher, installed, Febm- 
ary 2, 1860; dismissed, January 21, 1862. Bev. 
Ilenry Bullard, ilmlierst, 1860 ; ordained, O c b  
k r  1, lS(I:j ; dismissed, September 1,1868. &v. 
Ellis IL. Dnke, Bo\vdoin, 1862 ; onlnined, Novem- 
ber 10, 1S6S ; dismissed, Jal!, 1S71. Rev. Tru- 
man A. ?rIerrill, Bangor Tlieplogid Seminary, 
3856 ; inetallcd, July 30, 1873. 

Coe/ri/rra/c. -Tlic first starting of this now 
flauriql~ing village, wliicll lies at the extreme south- 
ern bonler of tlie town, was about the Fear lS30, 
when Jlessrs. and J,.bI. Rent commenced 
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in a small ha? the 'manufacture of s h w .  This 
firm bnve continued to tlie prese~it time, and are 
the leadiug business house. lfcssn. ~ o i n a s  Bry- 
ant, aad T. A. and 11. C. Dean, are extensive mnnu- 
foctlaers. 2'1ie steady grortll of busin- is indi- 
cated by the following statistics : In 1837 tlie 
number of p i n  of shoes manufactured wns 29,660; 
valuei8Y2,419 ; males employrul, 31 ; females, 15. 
I n  :1868, cnpital invested, 5 1 7,850; value of mnnn- 
factnred gods, S282,780 ; mnles employed, 182 ; 
females; 29. -In 1875 the number of establish- 
meats.waa nine; capital invested, $51,500; v a l e  
of manufactured goods, 8 1,799,175; mnles em- 
ployed, 431 '; females, 60. 

A Wmleyan llethoclist Church was erected here 
in 1860. . A Methodist Episcopal society has since 
been organized. A liew grnmmar-school house 
nas built in 1773; attendnuce in 1878, forty-five. 
.A system of water-supply, from Rice's Pond, hm 
just bee11 compktd at an expense of $25,000. 

In 1841 tlie Wayland Acndemy, a private in- 
stitution, was opened, with Rev. Leonard P. 
F m t ,  principal; Josiah Rutter, A. B., teacher of 
ancient languages ; Miss Anna P. Frost, precep- 
t m  ; bwis Sniith, teacher of vocal music ; F. F. 
Heard, teacher of instrumental music. Number 
of pupils in the fnil term : girls, thirty-six ; boys, 
neventy-one; total, one hundred and seven. 

In 1854 a t o m  high school was established, 
and a new scliool-house erected at the Centre. 

Tows Xibmry. -This town has the honor of 
establishing the fiwt free public libmy in bIassa- 
chusetts. Francis Way land, D. D., president of 
Brown University, for whom the town was named, 
proposed to give S5OO to his nnmesake, on condi- 
tion that the town should appropriate an equal sum, 
the whole to be expended in founding a library, 
which s h l d  be free for the use and benefit of all 
the inhabitants. At a meeting in 1818 the town 
accepted the gift oh the terms proposed, and voted 
to raise the required amount. But as there was 
doubt about the riglit of the town to rnise money 
by tax for such a purpose, R larger sum WM raised 
by citizen subscriptions, and presented to the town 
for that object. In  1851 the town instructed its 
representative, Rev. John B. Vt'iglit, to esk for 
a special law to meet tlieir case. But liis nctive 
milid took a rider and, as the result hns shown, 
more beneficent view; and hc secured the enact- 
ment of a general law, under \vliicli free libraries 
bnve been Inrgely esbblisliecl tliroagll the state. 

m e  Wayhad Libnry was founded in lS.CS, and 

ms opened for the delivery of boob A w s t  7, 
1850. In  1863 Dencon James Dnper gave $500 
to the t o m  us a permanent fund for the bentfit 
of tlie library. Tlre number of volumes now in 
the library is 7,485. A social library aas atab 
lished here soon after the Revolutiod, througll the 
influence df Rev. Mr. hidge. I t  contained over 
one hundred volumes of tlle best books then pub 
lished; and for many years diffused useful iuforrmr- 
tion and mental cultivatio~i among the proprietors. 
The remains of this library were transferred to the 
new free library. 

IYar of 1812. -Volunteers who sewed t11ree 
months in Boston Harbor : Ahel Heard, James 
Draper, Rufus Goodnow. Dmhed meu : Reuben 
Sherman, Daniel Iioven, John Palmer; the last 
two procured substitutes, namely, C e p k  Moom 
and Jonns Abbot. 

I f i r  of tAe Rebellion. - Total llumber of men 
furnislid to fill the town's quotas, one Bnndd.  
and twenty-niire. Of this number zleventy rem 
residents, most of them mtives, of the torn. Of 
the above, twelve were killed in battie or died in 
tlie service. Two natives of the town enlisted 
from other places. Total amount raised by tbe 
town in its corporate capacity for recruiting pnr- 
poses, 818,000. The Soldiers' hid Society and 
the Soldiers' Relief Society contributed laigely of 
clothing, medicines, etc. 

Tlie Massncliusetts Central Railroad was char- 
t e d  in 1860. This tour1 subscribed for tlim 
hundred and twenty-five shares of the stock. This 
road, soon to be completed, p e s  through the 
centre village, and will place within easy reach of 
business men in Boston new and exteusive terri- 
tory for country residences, of surpaasir~g scenio 
benut?. 

Tlie following table shows the population to the 
latest census : - 

rapmwo& V . h . t k d & . L h t S &  
1791 - gir9,sas 
1791 801 147,936 
1801 835 150,869 
1811 884 166,189 
isel 968 197,316 
1331 944 R99.300 
1840 999 316,496 
1850 1,115 434.023 
1960 1,189 496,616 
1970 1,149 703,899 
1873 1,766 1,065,G30 

Between 1761 and 1901 forty-seven persons 
dicd in town ngcd ninety and upwards ; the oldest 
was one hundred and three. 



No mention is made of an? resident physician 
in the early records. Dr. Alcock of Roxbury, 
and Surgeon Aver! of Dedliam, were salt for in 
difficult caws, the latter aa late as 1673. l l ie  
wife of Jolin Loker, \vho wns here in l G i O ,  acted 
as midwife, and prescribed for commou complaints ; 
and tlie wife of hIattbrw Gibbs performed the same 
offices after llij5. I t  is believed that &I*. James 
Sherman had pursued 'med id  studies and pre- 
scribed for bodily diseases. 

Ebetiezer &bie (now written Roby), XI. D., 
born at  Bostou iil 1701, graduated at  Harvard in 
1719, commenced practice here in 1725, nnd con- 
tinued till his chat11 in 1772. He studied with the 
celebrated Dr. Boerllaave, and was eminent in his 
profession, as well as in geueral scl~olarsl~ip and 
Biblical criticism. 

Dr. Ebenezer Boby, Jr., prnctised d t h  his 
father, and till his deatli in 1786. Dr. Joseph 
Roby (son of Ebenezer, Jr.) was in practice here 
till 1801. Dr. n'ntl~an Rice, born at Framiaghnrn, 
settled in. town in 1800, and continued in practice 
till his death in 1814. Dr. Ebel~ezer Arnes, born 
at Blnrlborough, came to town in 1814, and was in 
practict: till his death ia 1861. Dr. Edward Frost, 
born at Framingliam, graduated a t  Harrnnl in 
1822, was in practice here from 1830 till his 
death in 1838. Dr. Charles W. Barnes, born 
at Blnrlborough, was in practice here from 1860 
to 1864. Dr. John McL. Hayward, born at.Bos- 
ton, graduated at Harvad hledid Scllool in 1858, 
settled in t o m  in 1674. Dr. Cliarles H. Boodey 
settled at Cochituate Vilbge in 1876. 

In the early times of tlie province men were ap- 
pointed by the General Court, in the several towns, 
to perform specific duties combiniug the powers of 
couud,  judge, nnd jury. October 7, 1G40, Mr. 
Peter Ko~es, Walter Hay!, a d  Jolln Parmenter 
new appointed to end small muses at Sudb~try, an- 
der t~vcnty sl~illing. Mr. Pr'oyes was reappoil~ted 
in 1641, 1643, and 1645, and ie 1646 he was 
nutllorized to join people in marriage. Edmuud 
Goodno\r a~id Edmuud Rice were aplmiated to end 
small causes in 1641, 1646, and 1G4S. Hugh 
Griffiu was chosen clerk of the writs in 1G45. 

Amoag the early jliatices of t l ~  peace were Wil- 
liam Jenniwn, from 1700 to 1731,aftemards judge 
of the court of commoll pleas, John h'oyes, William 
I)nldwi~~, John JIa~nnrd, Jacob Keeves. 

Of P ~ f e s i ~ ~ ~ ~ l  l a r ~ e r s  t liere llnve been : - 
Othniel T~1c-r (B.U.l7YS), in pnctice from 1795 

to 1827 ; died in 1846. . 

Samuel H. Blann, a native a€ N e w  Hampshire, 
i r  practice from 1824 to 1830. 

Edward Mellen (B. U. 1829), from 1830 to his. 
deatl~, BIay 31, 1875. Esquire hlellen was born . 
at Westborough, September 26, 1802, and came 
to Wayland, Kovember, 1830. As a ma1 he -1 

distinpidled for his geniality and public spirit. -, 
I-Ie took a leading interest in tlie public echooh of 
the town, and in the public library. As a lawyer 4 

he was distinguislied for his thorough knowledge * 

of the principles of law, and lamiliarity with the 
decisions of the courts. In 1847 he \nu made 
justice of tlie court of common pleas, and in.1855' 
was raised to the office of chief justice of the mm 
court. In 1854 lie received from his Alma Mater 
the degree of LL. D. After retiring f roml tb  
judgesl~ip Ile opened an office in Worcester, but 
retained his home in Wayland. 6 

David Lee Child settled in town in 1863; and 
remaiaed till llis death in 1874 He was born at ' 

Boyiston in 1791 ; graduated at Haward in 1817 ; 
was distinguished in his profession, and as an 
earnest, consisteut advocate of the cause of anti- 
slavery. 

Richard F. Fuller, born at Cambridge (H. U. 
1844), was in town from 1860 to 1869. 

Franklin F. Heard, born it1 Wayland (H. U. 
18-18), had an office liere for a short time. - He is 
the author of several works on law. 

Gustavus A. Somerby was born at Exeter, New 
Hampshire, Novembet 2, 1821. . His parents re- 
moved to Hoston wheu he was two gears old. He 
attended school for a time at the acsdeiny in Hol- 
Iiston. 13ecomingan inmate of tlle home of Luther 
Glezen of Wnyland, he was encouraged and assisted 
by Mr. Glezen to enter' on the study of law with 
Esquire hlellen. An indefatiipble student and 
render of geiieral literature, he early gave prolniae . 
of the brilliant future that awaited him. On the 
appointment of hlr. Nelleti as judge he occupied 
liis office in this town for a few yearn, when he re- 
moved to llr~ltliam, and was associated with Josiah 
Rutter, Esq. Subsequently he opened an office in 
Boston, wliere I l e  conti~iued till his death, July 24, 
1870. IIe fell n victim to overwork iu his much- 
lovcll profession. . - 

R.ic11a1-d T. Lombard, born at Truro, settled in 
town in 1875. 

College Grad~trfer. - Samuel Jennison (H. U. 
1720), teacher ; died uu~narried in 1720. Jude 
Dnrnon (H. U. 1776), clerg~mau ; died in 1828. 
Aarou Smith (H. .U. 1777), teaaher. Ephraim 



Smith (H. U. 1777), merchnnt ; died in 1795. 
Winelm Jol~nson (B. U. 1709) studied theology, 
and was o d a i ~ ~ e d ;  studied law; d i d  in 1S7O; 
Joseph Adnms (H. U. 180.3), Inw~cr in J h i ~ ~ e ;  
died in '1860. Gnrdner Rice (JVesleya~i Uni- 
vemity, 1S94), Jletl~odist clergyman; tencber of 
Holliston hmilemy ten jenrs, ~hrewsburj  -1icnd- 
emy eight jenrs, New Sollem Academy four 
p n .  Fred 11. S t o ~ ~ e  (Weslepan University), 
left at close of Junior Fear; Inwjer. David Da- 
mon '(H. U. 1811), clergyman; settled in 18-1.3, 
died in 154.3. Seth Damon (H. U. 151 l), clergy- 
mnn. Josinl~ Rutter fH. U. 1893), hayer at JVnl- 
t lhm; died in 1877. Norwood Damon (H. U. 
183:)), clergyman. Elbridge Smith (B. U. 1841), 
teacher ; resides in Dorchcster. Abner Rice 
(Y. C. 181.41, teacher; resides in Lee, bfas~chu- 
wtts; Frnuklin F. Heard (11. U. 1848), lnwyer ; 
=sides in Boston. Benjamin D. Frost (Coll. of 
N: J.-), ciril engiueer; distinguislled as chief 
in the co~sruction of the Hoosnc TunneL Ed- 
ward Fmst (H. U. 1850), civil engiureer in cl~arge 
of building the Jlass&husetts C e ~ ~ t n l  Riiilroad, 
etc. Edriu H. Heard (B. U. 1851), died wllile 
studying lam; Joseljil R. Drnpr  (JQ. C. 1851), 
pl~ysicinn; ' resides at South Boston. Jared M. 
Henrcl (B. U. 1853), clergj-man; ordained at Cliu- 
ton, Biassitcbuwtts. August 25, 1888 ; settled a t  
Fitcbbug in 1803; died Jiarch 22, 1861. Ed- 
unnl T. Dsnion (H. U. 1857), died in 1859 
while a student at the Hnrvard hldiml School. 
Prank JV. Drnper (n. U. 1862), pllysician ; resides 
in Boston; medical examiner for Suflolk County. 
Josl~ua Jlellen (B. U. 1862), mercllont ; psi& in 
Boston. Arthur O. Bennett (W. C. 1S09), mer- 
cllnnt ;. resides in Boston. Among the natives of 
this t o m  not i~~cluded ia the forcgoiag lists, who 
deservt honornble meation, are Captain Ephnim 
Curtis and General JIicnli 11. Rutter. 

Captain Curtis was the son of Henry, nn originnl 
grantee. He was by tnde a carpenter, but devel- 
oped early a taste for military pursuits, and skill 
in following f~tdinn trnils. 011 the breaking out 
of King Philip's JJrttr he was employed by the 
cdonial autl~orities to leacl some perilous especli- 
tions which required coolness, coum,p, knowleclge 
of the conntrp, and knowl~l.ge of the 111tlian char- 
acter. Early in July, 1675, lie comma~~cld a 
squad of men sent "to conduct Uncns, tile Ilol~e- 
gnn Sachem, and his six nien homcw~wls ns far ns 
Wnbnqwsec; and nlso to make a perfect Jiscov- 

e y  of the motions of the Nipmug or Westem In- 
'clians." His relation of this adventure, alrieh 
was successfully performed, is preserved in tile 
state arcllives. l11e nest week he WBJ sent by tile 
govenior and cor~ncil " to the Q~dians nt 3femi11i- 
meset with letten and a message." His  mh- 
tion of this adve~dure is preserved. Tlre follo\r- 
iug week he wna e~nployed as a guide to  CapL7in 
Hutcl~inson's and ~Ti~eelcr'sexpeditiou t o t m t  'Rith 
tlie Kipnets a t  Q l m h g ,  and took p r t  in t l ~  
trngic events which makc this expedition m - 0 ~  
ble. From this time till the close9if the m r  Ile 
wvm in corumnnd of various scouting parties monr 
home. There are at hand materials for an iatcb 
esting bio.grnplly. 

Gencrnl Rutter was a cl&n&nt of John, rho 
cllme over in the ship Confidence in the spring 
of 1638. This ancestor belonged to Penton, in 
County Hants, England ; was a carpenter; bdt 
the fint meetinghouse in town, and w e i d  thrap 
acres of madov as an acknowledgment of sow 
public service rendered the town. 

Alic811 31. uns born ill 1779, and d i d  in 1837. 
He ans a mall of great energy of character ad 
public spirit, and aas identified wit11 aU move- 
~neuts to promote the social, eclucnti-oml, and re. 
ligious interests of Ibis native place. He au 
sheriff for mnny yenrs, passed through tlie variolu 
grndes of military promotion, and was. commis 
sioned as major-genernl by Governor Lincoln. Yet 
with all the distrncting responsibilities of public 
life he maintnined a private chancter of gmt 
simplicity and devoutness of p u q m .  A short 
time before his death he remarked to tlle writer, at 
his own fireside, " My mother taught me the cradle 
hymn, 'Now I lay me,' when I was a child, and I 
hare ilever failed, throughout n somewhat busy Lfe, 
to repent it on retiring to rest at night." 

Aaron Smitli Willington lenrned the trade oi 
a printer; settled in Charleston, South Carolina, 
where he became publisher and editor of Tk 
Cbrrrier; a newspaper which, under his management, 
became the lending news joumal of the South, as 
it was the lending organ of conservntive xseutiment 
in politics and civil affairs. In his early Life Jamm 
Gordon Bennet \vns an employee in Mr. Willing- 
ton's office, and here l e n d  the metllods of pth- 
ering foreign and domestic new, and those mreb 
of mannpment, in the use of which he a f t e d  
macle TAe Arm York Herall the leading newaspper 
of tla country. 



BY EDWII  B. HODQYAN, ASSISTED BY N Y I I d l  A B m .  I ,  

nIS t o m  was originally the 
western part of Cl~elmsfod, 
1vl1ic11 settled by persons 
from Woburn and Concord. in 
105:3. l ' l ~e  General Court, in 
1724, give tile people leave 
to be n scpmte religious so- 
ciet?; and in 1727 they were 
w o p i u r d  as a precinct. The 
struggle for seprntion from 

the  ' 6ld town bcga11 in 1713, and Iilstcd four tee^^ 
years. The act of incorporation wis p,\nted S c p  
t e m h r  23, 1729, and was ~ig t~ed  by Lieutenaat- 
Gover~~or lyilliil~n Dummcr, tl~en acting govenlor. 
T l~ i s  was seve11t.r-four yeins after the i~~cor~ornt io~r 
of Chel~nsford. The oltl t o m  gave to the new one 
<is proportion of the miaistrrii~l laad and of the stock 
of ainmu~iition. T l ~ e  act of iacorporatiol~ defiacs its 
bounclaries in general tcr1119, but the area aas en- 

* krged in 1730 on petition of Jonas Prcscott, Eben- 
ezer Prescott, Abner Kent, and E h e z e r  Tow~~send, 
it~habitants of Groton, \vl~ose rstcttcs were, in Scp-' 
t emhr  of tlipt year, nnr~excd to n-estfod. 

13y this iddition the ~ i ~ l ~ ~ l l e  water-porcr in 
Forge Tillage fell within the limits of this town. 
Accoding to a s u r r e i n ~ d e  in 1853, t l ~ e  tow~~rbip 
co~ltains 10,937 ncres, or thirtv-one square miles. 
Its extreme k ~ g t h  fro~n 11ort11 to south is eigl~t 
miles, and its avkmp witltl~ about four miles. Its 
shape is irregular; its bounrlery liue on t11c east 
bide is nearly stnight, but otllcr lines are more or 
less clirergent. 

T l~e  fikt town-meeting \vas held March 2, 1730, 
at 'whicl~ ' time. Dcacon Jdln Co~ninp was cl~own 
rnoclcl.~tor ; Joshua Fletcher, torn-clerk ; Josllua 
Flercl~cr, Jol111 Cornil~gs, S;~rnncl Cl~i~mhrlia,  
Joseph Kcyes, m d  Tl~otnas I h d ,  selectmen ; and 
S:~n~uci F:~swtt, to~va-trctls~~rer. Of t h w ,  Flct'clrer, 
Cl~a~nberliu, nud Kcnyes had held the saine office in 
Cl~el~nsfonl in 1726. 

The fint tnx-list h r s  date October 10, 1730, 
and cdntains the lrnmes of eightynine men, rllo 

were a e s e d  in the aggregate $125, The'nnm- 
ber of the namcs ~IIOIFS that tbere wen near17 
one hundred families in tn\m - at the date .of 

I incorporation. I g e  tax-1:st ms made in two prts, 
orle including the south and the other. the nortll 
p r t ,  rind was given to two constables for collection. 
Tl~e  nssespment of the south pnrt was E59 188.11 d.; 
that of the i~o r t l~  prt was k65 6s. 1 d. T l ~ e  names 

' 

of a fen men nre given, which represeat. families of. 
long stoediag ia the torn. These are C%amberlin; 
Fletcher, Cummi~~gs, Parker, Hildretl~, Read, P r a  
cott, nnd Kepes. Of tl~ese tlw Fletchem were from. 
Concord, the Porkers from SToburn, and the Preti ' 

cotts from Groton. 
Westford is bounded north by T~iypbomngh, 

east by Cbelmsford, south. by b r l i de  and Acton, . 
and west by Littletou aid Groton. It is distant 
twenty-six miles from Bostoil, and eight miles from 
Lowell. 

The surface of the tonn is broken by numemns 
hills, the highest of wl1ie11 is Prospect Hill, about 
tl~ree hundred feet above the level of Stony B ~ k i  
Others Are k n o m  as Francis, Proridence, Tadmuck, 
Bar ,  Sprks, h t t l e a ~ n  ke, Kismcook, Snake- 
hlendor, Conscience, Flud~ing, Oak, and Blake's, 
none of them of any coniidenble prominence. .TI* 
pretty little strenih tl~nt meanders tliongh thd 
town is wortl~y of a more charncteristic name than 
Stony Brook. Its cl~nnning valley below W e s t  
ford Station ap l~a l s  to the sense of bea~ty in every 
bellolder. Seven1 p n d s  in the north pnrt nparkk 
in the sunligl~t of the long summer day. The 
largest, Krbnoaussuck, half a mile fmm Brookside, 
1~is  nn area of 123 acres. It is ml~cli fwquented 
By cxcunion parties fmrn Loaell and +erbere. 
1,oup-aougl~t-for Por~d comes -nest, with a11 nrea 
of lO7 acres ; then h'ep., SO ncm; Burgc's, 25 
a c m ;  Flol~ing,  20 nms. Tllnt part of Fo.rge 
Ibnd w11ic.11 lies ia Westford comprises a{ n,m of 
104 acres. The soil- in the soutli and prts 
of the town is g d  ; in th north prt  i t  is .sandy. 

The gmlite quarries on Snake-Meador liill 
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h e  been worked for many years. They yield a 
he;quality of stone, which is sent long distances 
dn the rnilway. 

The centrnl village is benutifully situated on a 
commanding eminence, from whicl~ in clear weather 
a fine view can be llad of the distm~t mountains, 
Wachusett, TVatntic, Monadnock, a11d Kenrsarge. 
The 1Yhit.e Hills of New Ha~npsl~ire may be seen 
in kvornble times. Its geographical position and 
pmdresque scenery elltitle this to rank among the 
loveliest towns of northern Jliddleselu. For more 
than one hundred ahd fifty years it has bee11 the 
horns of a frugal, industrious people. 

The original families, bearing the name of Adams, 
Barret, Bates, Bixby, Boynton, Burge, Butterfield, 
Chandler, Ckavehnd, Croft, Dutton, Fnsset, Heald, 
Proctor, Spaulding, Temple, Townsend, Underwood, 
a d  others, have entirely disappeared. 

Little can be lamed from the records of the 
civil or political history of the towu for the first 
forty years. The people were almost exclusively 
occupied in tillitlg the ground, and there were few 
startlmg events in tlieir history. How much they 
were disturbed by the French and Indian war, which 
made so heavy a draft upon the resources of the 
New EugL~ud colonies, and how much, if anything, 
they contributed te tlie defence of tlie colonies dur- 

. ing that conflict, it is not easy to determine. But 
rs they were ready to resist the usurpations of the 
mother m n t r y  at a later period, it is fair to pre- 
sume that they were not indifferent or inactive in 
the struggle with the savage foe. 
The attitude of the town rhen the Revolutionary 

struggle was impending shotred a patriotism and 
love of liberty of which no son, horn within its 
borders, ever need be ashamed. As early as 1765 
the people gnve utternnce to tlieir sentiments on 

obnoxious Stamp Act in terms so explicit that 
they could not be misunderstood. 

Again, in 1770, they express sympntliy with 
the merchants of Boston and Cbarlestown in 
t l ~ e i ~  purpose not to import gooils from G m t  
Britain, and declare they will not procure p x l s  
of any persons who hare sought to counter- 
act that agreement. In 1773, woa after the 
Bost6n pamphlet was issued, the people declared 
their sympathy with their " Boston brethren," 
and voted to choose a committee "to corre- 
spond with Boston, or any other torn, as ocm- 
aion may require." This committee consistecl of 
the flve following gentlrmetr : Jlr. S:i~nuel Gad-  
ncr, Captain Jouathet~ JIinot, Deacon John Ab- 

bot, Dr. Bsapll.Fletcher, and Mr. Nathaniel Bop- 
ton. - 

Tlus wru the firet committee of cofiespondence 
appointed by the town. Some of the best &ti- 
zens were members of it from time to time, and 
it was the medium of communicntion with other 
patriotic men in the provi~lce foe several years. 
In  March, 1774, the town adopted a stirring pa- 
triotic paper, drawn up by Dr. Fletcher, in which 
they say : 1 " hl faithfulness to our country, our- 
selves, and posterity, r e  llold ourselves obligated 
according to the nthlo~t of our abilities to  mnke 
repeated oppositions agaiust repeated attempts to 
extinguish the just rights and liberties of this peo- 
ple, or every attempt to annihilate our freedom, the 
pria-of wl~ich was ao less tlinn the price of blood, 
even the precious blood of our worthy nnceston." 

When the struggle came, in 1776, the people of 
this town were among tlie first to leave their homes 
to drive h c k  the British troops from Concord. In 
tlie fight at the North Bridge, April 19, Colonel 
Johu Bobinson, of thip town, stood by the side of 
Davis and Buttrick when the British advanced .upon 
the America~ls, and t l~c  first shot sent a ball under 
Colonel Bobhson's arm. Dr. Bipley snys that r 
company fmm Westford had just entered the 
bou~~cls of Concord rhen the fight tonk place. 
The state arcllives in Boston s l ~ o a  that two corn- 
panics left Westford that morning for Concord, 
and although not present at the first skirmish, 
they joined in pursuit of the retmting foe, and 
did good service. The first company consisted of 
fifty-eight men, and a.ns led by Captain Timothy 
Underwood. The otl~er consisted of thirty-six men 
under cap tail^ Oliver Bates. I t  is stated on good 
authority that Captnin Bntes received a wound 
that day from which he did not arcover, but 
died July 4, 1775. 111 Colonel Saett's I& of 
companies in Colond Prescott's regiment a# the 
battle of Bunker Hill are the names of Joshua 
Parker, captain ; Amaziah Fassett, first lieutenaut; 
Thomas Rogers, second lieutenant. These were 
Westford men. This sllows that the town partici- 
pated i the first battle of the Revolution. One of 
her citizens, Joseph Jlinot, gave up his life in that 
bnttle. 

In 1780, when the biIl of rights aud the coasi- 
tution of this state were presented to the people, 

I this town, at a meeting held May 25, voted to 
I accept the first article of the bill, and aLw the sgc- 
ond, with the esception of the h t  clnuse. At an 
ndjounid meeting, five dajs later, the tom,  '# hnv- 



ing taken under consideration the several articles 
of the constitution, article by article, the al~ole of 
which was accepted, voted the following amend- 
ment : m a t  'tlie former clause of the sixteenth 
article of the Declaration of Rights be. amended 
as follows : the Liberty of tlle press and of 
speech are essential to tile security of F d o m  in 
a State." Their most emphatic objection was lev- 
elled hgilrst the tllird article of the Bill of Rights, 
which has since been amended eo as to release the 
state from the obligation to require the people 
t o  support public rowliip. In  tliis mntter they 
shored a degree of widom not everywhere appar- 
ent among the men of those times. 

The first election of state officers under the new 
constitution was held September 8, 1780. This is 
the record : - a 

Voted for the Hon. John Hancock Esq. to be 
Governor by 60 votes. 

" For Johu Perkins to be Lieut. Govemor by 43 
votes." 

* Toted for councillors and senators as follows : 
Josiah Stone, of Fmmingl~am, 32 votes ; Abraham 
Fuller, of Newton, 32 votes; Nathaniel Gorham, 
of Charlestown, 31 votes; James Y m o t t ,  of Gro- I 

structecl to exert his utmost influence in the Qen- 
en1 Assembly to oppose and exclude the declared 
enemies and traitors of this country, r h o  have at or 
since the commencement of tlie late war, from an 
iaimical disposition to the rights and liberties of 
their native country, taken shelter and protection 
under the British goverument, from returning 
among us." 

Lr 1787 Deacon Samuel Fletcher was chosen 
repmestatire. His illstructions aontain these 
words : " l'hat you use your influence that the 
General Court be removed out of Boston to some 
conve~~ient place in the country ; that agriculture, 
manufactures, and exportation of our own mma- 
factures be encoilraged as muoli as possible, a id  
the importation of foreign superfluities be. d i a u r c  
aged by an earnest recommendation to omit the 
use of such of them as are not necem ry.. That 
the tender act be continued until there be s d c i t n t  
currency for the commerce of the people. That 
peace anti harmony may be restored to the ,people 
of this commonwealth, !on are directed to use your 
influence that tlie disqualifjing act be repealed and 
that the peaceable citizens be restored to their for- 
mer privileges. That you use your influence. that 

ton, 23 votes; Eleazer Brooke, of Lincoln, 28 all pensions and gratuities be curtailed as f&r as ' 
votes; Loammi Baldwin, of \\'obun~, 4 votes. justice will rllor." 

Narc11 5, 1751, tlie committee of correspond- These instructions were given only a few months 
ence and safety consisted of Fmncis Leighton, after the breaking out of the Shays Rebellion, so 
Captain Lceheus T\'ripht, .Joshua Rend, CHptain called, and they doubtless reflect tlie sentiment of 
Pelatiah Fletclier, and Dr. Asap11 Fletclier, all new 1 tile people a t  that time. After the Revolutionary 
men except Dr. Fletcher. Dr. Fletclier was one of 
tlie most ardent ptriots in the town during the 
period of the Revolution. Ile was a man of vigor- 
ous purpose, large intelligence, and strict integrit~. 
After the war was over he remored, and settled in 
Cavendish, Vermont, in 1787. He was the father 
of Hon. Richard Fletcher, late of hs ton ,  and of 
ex-Oovernor Rvla~~d Fletcher, of Iremont. 

Captain Joseph Reid was the first mprrsentative 
from Westford in the General Court undrr the rlew 
cortstitution. He ~ r a s  often elected to tliis office, 
having held it, in all, twenty-one times. IIe was 
called to wrve the t o m  in other cnpncities, and 
m s  a distinguislicd public man. 

The scqond election for state officers was held 
Alml 2, 1781, ahen Jol111 Haneock received fift1- 
sevell votes for governor. 

April 7,178:3, hlr. Fmncis Leighton was cl~osen 
r e p ~ n t n t i r e ,  aud a committee cliosen for tlir pur- 
post? PI-e him the folloai~~g instructions in behalf 
of the tonn: "Tlmt our said representative be in- 

War and the establishment of the state and national 
governments, thCre are few materials for history to 
be gleaned from the tonn records. The people 
were a quiet, hard-working class, earning their 
living by steady industr~. The necumulation of 
wealth was difficult, and 0111~ a few obtained it. 
Yet the majority had enough for present want*, 
nnd tlie degree of poverty was smnll. Not till 
tlie present century was \re11 advanced did the 
people begin to be interested in mai~uiadurea or 
railroads. Ilere, as in very many Kew England 
towns, apricultlrre has declined witl~in the last fifty 
!.ears. I V d  is growing on hrge tracts once culti- 
vated. 111 the business of market-prdenil~g, hov, 
ever, and in the nrisii~g of small fruits, there has 
been a marked increase witl~in ten ~mrs.  Large 
orcllarcls yield abundancr of apples,nrid there are aev- 
ern1 mills for the manufacture of cider. T l~e  mising 
of bmdstuffs has almost wholly gone by; and the 
supply of gnin now comes from the broad p r a k  
of the West. 
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In tbe War of the Bebellion the men pf Westford 
rere prompt and determined in tlieir efforts to re- 
pel the enemies of the nation. The town sent one 
hundred nnd thirty-five men to tlre battle-field, 
many of whom gave up thcir lives for their country. 
In h tow~r-lull is a marble tablet, b r i n g  the 
mmes of thirty-two mcn r h o  died on the field or 
from wounds or disease coiitmcted in the drar. Many 
mypben of Company F, \$ I n*p.lchusetts -., Volunteer 
G a r y ,  belong Iiere; indeed, tliis company is in 
pert a Westford institution, and deserves notice as 
a band of 'soldierly men to whom, when liberty is 
imperilled, wnr is no'pstime, but a stem duty. 
In the management of its internnl affairs tlle 

town js genemlly harmonious. The debt, whicli is 
only 880,000, is funded at a low rate of interest, 
with the privilege of paying $2,000 each year; at 
t l is  'mte, it will soon be extiaguished. 

The virtue and intellige~rce of tlie people, their 
culture and social refinement, and their regard 
for eduktion nnd all liumanizirig influences, will 
insure fbr them the pnise of evey lionorable 
mind nnd the esteem of tlie good. Rising everj 
j&r to a higher gnde of morality and piety, they 
will take the sure road to a genuine prosperity; and, 
making the closing century a happy introduction 
to tlie achievemeiits of tlie next, they will gain for 
thmselves the gmtitude of the coming generations. 

Bcckaimtical. -The k t  church in Westford 
was form+ November 15, 1727. I t  was then 
called the Second Cliurch in Chelmsford, being in 
the West Precinct of that town. It was composed 
of," members of seveml of tlie neighboring churches, 
but chiefly of the Fimt Church in tliis place." Tlie 
covenant was signed by Willard Hall, John Com- 
ing,  Willinm Fletcher, Joieph Underwood, Joshun 
Fletcher, Jonas Yrescott, Jonatlran Hildretl~, hn- 
dkw Spaulding, Jacob Wright, Samuel Chamberlin, 
Samuel Fletclier, Aaron Parker, Jolin Proctor, 
Jonas Fletcher, Nathaniel Bopton, Benjamin Rob- 
bii, and Josiah Whitney. 
These seventeen are the names of men, and it 

d a s  not nppenr on the records tint any women 
were among the original meinbrs of the church. 
It may be fair to presume tlint they were, however, 
memben, although they did riot sig~i tlie covennnt. 

The account of the onpniz2tion of the cliurcli 
is very brief. It simply recites, that " as tlie cus- 
tom is, where a number of persons in full commua- 
ion, desire, for nlloaable rt?lson~, to sepmte from 
their respective cliurcl~es, ant1 become s distinct 
organized cllulch by themselves, for them explicitly 

I to enter into covenant witit God and and!*; sos 
here, a covennnt being dnwn, they r h o  hod gotten 
their dismissions from the churclra they belonged 
to, set their hmds to it." " They, uiiiting together, 
after the proper preliminaries to settling a p p e l  
minister, unariimm~siy called Rev. IVillard Hall to 
take the pstoml care of them ; nnd he accepting 
the all was acconlingly ordained tlieir pastor and 
teacbr by the reverend elders following, namely: 
Samson Stoddard, who prenclied and gave the 
charge; Benjamin Sliattuck, r h o  made the ordain- 
ing pmyer after sermon; h'atllaniel Prentice, abo 
made the first pmyer, nnd gave the right hnnd of . 
fellowslrip; and Thomm Parker, who gathered and 
formed the church. lliis first o h t i o n  am 
solemnized November 15, 1727." 

Of the m e m b n  of the coancil, Rev.' Samson 
Stoddard was of Chelmsford, Rev. Berijamin G h a t  
tuck of Littleton, Rev. ilatlimiel Prentice of Dun- 
stable, and Rev. Tlromas Parker of Drecnt. 

The first pstor, Rev. f illard Hall, was boh in 
Medford, Massachusetts, March 11, 1703. He 
ms the son of Stephen and Gmce (Willis) Hall, 
and p n d m n  of John Hall, who was of Concord in 
1658. He graduated at Hamrd College in 1722, 
in tlie class 'of Ricliard Saltonstall a ~ i d  William 
Ellery. He married Abigail Cotton, of Ports 
mouth, New IIampsliire. Mr. nnd lfrs. Hall 
were the parents of eleven children, four sons 
and seven daughters. One of the drtugllten died 
young; the other children lived to mature age. 
The oldest son, IVillnrd, was born in Portsmouth, 
June 12, 1730. All tlie others were born in 
Westford. 

Mr. Hall, r h o  belon,ged to a distinguished family 
in hledford, was regarded as a truly pious and 
ful minister. Dr. Pay$on, pastor in Chelsea, spoke 
in strong terms of the pleasure of hnving nn ac- 
quaintance with him, and rnentio~ied as remarkable 
the clearness and strength of Iris mind. He united 
the offices of pastor and pli~sician, thus, in the 
condition of society at tlie time, greatly extending 
liis influence and usefulnee. He was a strenuous 
si~pporter of ednmtion for all. The t o m ,  on one 
occasion, corisidering itself excused by special 
emergency from levying the required school-tax, he 
complairied to tlie Geneml Court, and arrnigned his 
o\m clurrge before that tribunal. In  tliis he of- 
fended, tu he knew he would, many .of his people; 
but he would make no compromise with delin- 
quency in this matter. He wns devoted to agri- 
culture, I d  a pod  farm, cultivated fruit-tnes, 



beanrig plums, apricots, peac\ies, pars, and apples; 
and his g d e n ,  orcl~ards, ard.fields, years after Ids 
denth, bore witness to his skill and iudustry. Tn- 
dition s a p  he lived on the place now (1879) owned 
by ,Rev. W. F. l\rl~eeler. 

Xhen the Revolutio~urry War broke out he 
remaiued firm in his allegiance to George III., say- 
ixg that as he had ouce sworli fidelity to the king as 
e justice. of tlie peace, he could not nnd would not 
break his oath. I11 consequelice of tl~is his people 
would not sufTer him to pmc11, and he was shut 
np or kept i ~ r  sun~eillance in his own house during 
the last two years of liis life. He died March 19, 
1779, at the age of seventysix, and in the fifty- 
second year of liis ministry. His widow died 
October 20, 1789, at the age of eighty-four years. 

Rev. Matthew Scribner was the sec,ond pnstor. 
f-le was the second son of blnttbe\r~ a~id hlartha 
(Smith) Scribner, and was born in Kortralk, Con- 
necticut, February 7, ,174G. He gnduated nt 
Yale College in 1773, a ~ ~ d  received tlie degree of 
A. 11. in 1783. His call by the t o m  or parisli 
was: given blay 21, 1779, and he was ordaiued 
September 23,1778. His wife was Sad1 Porter, 
of Topsfield, Blassacl~uwtts, born llarcli 21, 1742. 
They were married in Topsfield, December 16, 
1779. Tlieir cliildreu were ten in number, six 
8011s and four daughters. 

. I t  is said that Mr. Scrib~ier was never very p o p  
ular in his parish ; that liis was tumult- 
uous and stormy ; ant1 tlrtrt. for these reasons it 
was brief, lasting only ten years, a l~i le  that of his 
predecessor contiriued more tl~an half a century. 
He was dismissed Xorelnber 10, 1789. At tlie 
close of liis millistry liere he remoryed to Tjngs- 
borough, where he took ul) a lot of wild land, just 
wer  tlie line from \Yestford. Tliis hc been  to 
clear up and cultivate.; rind tilere lie t r i d  all ex- 
priment ia raising Ycrino sl~eep, 11avi11g imprt,ed 
a few animals at almost fabulous prices. The ex- 
perimel~t failed, but 11e conti~~ucd to reside on tlie 
&nn until. his denth, nl~ich occurnd iu 1813, at 
the age of sixty-sere11 years. . . 

Re\.. Caleb Blake, tlie third pnstor, was born 
$11 T\'rentliam, Jlassacl~usctts, 3lny 1, 11762, aad 
gndnatcd at Harvard Coll~pc in 17SI. He was 
onl~ieed Fcbruary 29, 1792. IIe continurd ill 
office thirty-four years, nnd was .dismissed Feb- 
ruary 28, lS2G. Ilc belo11,d to that class of 
tlic~loghns called Ilopkinsir~rs, a~ul  when the 
Unitarian controversy \vastYI aa r~n  lie took a dc- 
cided stand in oj)positiou to the Unitarians. But 

being ill, fitted arid less disposed far controversy, b 
resiged,and betook himself to a farm. A f t e d r  
he removed to Bedford, Mqssachusetts, ahere'he ne- 
sided seven1 years, and then retunled to Westford, 
and purchased what was formerly known ns the Bixby 
farm, on which he spent the remainder of Iris days. 
After his return he wns c11ose11 to represent t b  
town one term in the legislature. He was not a 
close student, a fluent spealier, or an easy w&er. 
He published o ~ ~ l y  one sermon, delivered before 
Ladies' Ckritnble Association iu the year 1813 dr 
1815,' He was fond of Earmiag, and attributed 
his good l~ealth in a great to that &up-  
tion; but llis chief pleasure was in reading. He 
married Nnrtl~a Nowly, of Hampton, Connecticut, 
who ??.as born irr 1775, and, was a sister of the 
HOU. Ebeliezer Moselp, lately of Newborypo)t. 
Tliey had five cliildren who lived to adult age, 
twq sons and three daughters. He died May.11, 
1847, aged eighty-five years. 

Rev. El)linim Randall,' tlle fourth pastor, +'as 

born hi Enston, N'ksachusetts, November g9, 
1785. He graduated a t  Harvard Univebit? h 
1812, and wag ordained in New Bedford, Ma=- 
cliusetts, August 26, 18.14. Ile was afterwards 
installed at Saugus, hlnssacl~uktts, October, 3, 
1826, and dismissed August 7, 1827. A&I 30, 
1829, he was iiistnllecl in Wertfo~d, and after two 
years his coniiectiou wit11 the church ceased, May 1, 
1881. 

During his ministry, namely, June 1,1830, the 
cliurcl~, by unanimous vote, adopted a.  new prof@ 
sion of faith and covenant." . . 

After Mr. Randall's dismission & v . " . ~ ~ h k i m  
Abbot mas acting pastor, and continued to act as 
sucli until April 3, 1834. I!I the summer of 1835 
Rev. Jonathan Farr preoclid for the society, ,and 
after him Iiev. Ephraim ~ b b b t  " supplied the 
desk until April, 1836." Rev. Luther ~ i l *  
then p m l ~ e d  until April, 1839, asisted for several 
montl~r, 011 account of Bfr. Wilsou's ill healthJfby 
Rev. Epl~nim Abbot. 

Rev. Claudius ~radfard preached awhile in 
1840, and Mr. Abbot again in 1821 till the month 
of April. Mr. Tlrurstod, -Mr. Coolidge,'and Mr. 
~uclii~~gliarn preached as candidates between ~ ~ & l  ' 

ant1 October, 1S41, when Rev. Ephraim Abbot 
took cl~atge, and served the church and society 
u ~ ~ t i l  April, 1555. 

In July, , 1~45 ,  Rev. Edward Capen came and 
for about one year, declining a call to 

tle at the close of h b  servip, F . m m ~ u 1 ~ ~ 1 8 4 6 ,  to 
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Jmaary, 1847, the society I& engaged in repair- 
ingn its house of wonl~ip, wlrich m s  re-cldiwtd 
January 7,1M7. Then come Rev. Herman SIIOW, 
aud preaclied for the society one yenr, ending Feb- 
nuy. 7, 1848. From tlrnt time to March 19, 
1848, different persoas occupied tlie pulpit. Soon 
after thib Rev. John 11. T\'ilhd was chosen pastor, 
and ordained JIay 24, 1845. Mr. I\'ilIad was 
born in New York City, April 1, 1822. His 
prenb,  Luther and Maw (Davis) Willard, were 
born in Hanard; Ma~chaset ts .  He gruduited 
at  Brown University in 1S42, then studied law 
t h e  years, pr t ly  in Syrncuse, Sew York, and 
p r t ly  in Boston, but never entered the legal pro- 
fession. He studied tlieolog wit11 Rev. TYasliiirg- 
totr Gilbert, tlie~i of Hnrvard. He dissolved his 
connection with tlie church lie& December 1, 1850. 
After leaving Westford lie was employed by the 
Unitariau Society of Wi~rdsor, Vermont, which 
society he served at intervals until 1856, wherr ill 
health obliged liim to relmquislr his chnrge. He 
hss since preached for short perids in Lowell, 
Barnstable, Lunenburg, TVar\rick, and Piorton, 
Bfassachusetts. He nos resides in the village of 
8dH Biver, Harvard, hlassachusetts. 

After the nitirement of Jlr. Willard various 
persons, namely, Rev. Mr. 31ngnan1, Rev. Jacob 
Caldwell, Rev. J. U. Willard, Rev. E. Abbot, arid 
Ber. Timothy Elliot, supplied tlie pulpit until 
1853, when Rev: Stillman Clark came and 
preached ulrtil llarcll 29, 1857. 
k June, 1858, Rev. George 11. Rice was in- 

vited to preach one yenr. He continued his min- 
istry for llearly eiglit years. George Mntthins 
Ece was born in Danvers, Blassachusetts, June 28, 
1814. His parents were residents of Salem, but 
as war the11 existed, and Salem was threatened with 
an attack from the British fleet, they retired to 
Ihnvers for the summer. Mr. Rice wns fitted for 
college in the icliools of Salem, especially in the 
grammar schools under tlie tuition -of those re- 
nowned masters, -4mes and H. K. Oliver. He was 
intentled for Cambridge, but his father having re- 
moved to Geneva, Sew York, he entered Geneva 
(nor Hobart) College in 1S20, and grnduated i; 
1832. He then pursued liis studies in the Cam- 
bridge Divinity School, from nliicli he graduated 
in 1835. He was onhined as an evangelist at 
Watertorn, Blassnclrusetts, in 1840, being at that 
time tlre acting ~ns tor  of tlre First Coagregational 
Church in Lexi~rgton. Afterwards lie had pstoml 
charge of the Ulritaria~~ churches in Lurrenburg, 

1 North CheIsen, and Mendon, Mass., East&, Me., 
I and Lancnster, N. H. 
1 On the 7th of August, 1866, the church 
u~rrimously tlpt Mr. George H. Young be in- 
vited to become the ps tor  of the first church of 
Christ in IVestford." Mr. Young was o&ined 
October 17, 1866. He continued in office nearly 
six years, and resigned in April, 1873. H e  r o s  
aftenvad pastor of the Unitarian Church in Troy, 
Kew York, and of a church in h r t a  Barbara, 
California. 

Mr. Young was succeeded by Rev. William A. 
Cram, who came m April, 1872, and was acting 
pastor until April, 1877, a period of five yean. 
The present pastor is Rev. Joseph Sidney Moulton 
(D. C. 1873), who began his labors in 1876. 

The Union ConpegAtional Church was organized ' 
December 25, 1828. I t  was composed of mem- 
bers of the e r s t  Church, wlro withdrew on account 
of doctrinal differences, and a few others who were 
members of clrurches in otlier towns, but residents 
here. The number at the organization was fifty 
nine. Two persons were received by profession 
of their faith, the otliem by letter. The fint pu- 
tor was Rev. Leonard Luce, boru May 14, 1799, 
in that part of Rochester now Marion, bias.sachu- 
setts. He grnduated at Bromi University in 1824, 
and at Andover Theological Semir~ary in 1828. 
He was ordained April 8, 1829. The church a d  
society having no house of worship, tlre elrerckh 
of oxdinntion were held s t  the house of Mr. John 
Davis, in the south part of tlie town. Mr. Luce 
continued to be tlie ps tor  for more thail taehtg- 
three years, and mrs d i s m i d  July 8,1852. Rev. 
Ihomns Wilson was the second pastor. H e  um 
installed over this chnrch May 4, 1853, and 
was dismissed February IS, 1856. The church 
was then supplied by Rev. Dnvid 0. AUen and 
Rev. -John Tliitney until May 1, 1859. Rev. 
Edwin R. Hod-ymaq became acting pastor June 26, 
1859, and continued five pears, closing liis term of 
service July 3,1864. Rev. George F. Stanton then 
succeeded liim for three months, and Rev. E. A. 
Spence for two years. The latter was ordained 
here as nn evangelist in 1866. 

Rev. Henry D. Vodnor th  was iiwhlled p s t ~  
October 2, 1867. The ministry of Mr. Wood- ' 
worth was brief, lasting only two years, and c lm 

1 inq by liis dismission, July 18, 1S69. After Mr. 
I Woodworth left Rev. Nnthan B. Nichols sup  
1 plied tlie pulpit about two years. May 7, 1875, 
1 Rev. Henry H. Hamilton received a call fmm tbe 



church to become its pastor, and be wag ordained 
September 11, 1572. He gnduated at Amherst. 
College in 1868, and at Union Theological Semi- 
u q ,  Sew Pork City, in 1871. He rem~ined ps tor  
almost five pan, and \vils dismissed June 23,1877. 

. I n  Rovember, 1877, Rev. Rufus C, Fhgg began 
his lnbors here, and he is now tlie ncting pilstor of 
the cl~urch. 

Prelimiuary s t e p  were taken for tlre organi- 
zation of the hletliodist Episcopal Society in 
1869. Subscriptions for tlie purpose of erecting 
a church edifice aere shrted July 5. Tlie paper 
waa headed by. Mr. Cl~arles G. Sageat, who sub- 
scribed two tho~wnd dollars, and gave tlie site .for 
the proposed buiidi~~g. Tl~is sum was i~~creased by 
smaller subscriptions to tliree thousa~icl dollars on 
the same day. A class was formed, July 20, and 
Arthnr Wright appointed class-leader. 

The site .given by 1Ir. Sargent was conveyed bp 
deed ; a des ip  bg S. S. 11-ooclcock, architect, was 
adopted, slid a contract for builtli~lg tlre house was 
formed with Messrs. Jlead, AIasol~ 6: Co., of Con- 
cord, h'ew Hampliire, to erect tlie edifice above 
the foundation for S8,SDO. The church edifice 
was finished, and dedicated J1a.rch 23, 1871. The 
e m o n  on tint occasion was preached by Rev. J. 
M. Buckley, of Stamford, Col~necticut. The total 
cost of the lioase and its furnishings was $10,786, 
of which 86,589 were pnicl or ~)lecl~cd, and a debt 
incurred of @,202. It is of wood, one hundred 
feet long and forty-three feet wide. The audito- 
rium is fifty-two feet loi~g and forty-two feet wide, 
with ~ittings for tliree llul~dred and forty-two per- 
sous. The cl~apcl in the rear is forty-tso feet 
long and twenty-niae aide. .It  is in the form of a 
transept, with a neat tower and spire intersecting 
ritli the main building. The s t ~ l e  is Gothic. 

Rev. Niner 11. A. Evans n-as the first pastor, and 
remailled two. years. Rev. h'atha~liel 13. Fisk -be- 
gan his labors April 9, 1871, an$ continued tliree 
full years. Mr. Fisli's ministry was v,ery success- 
ful, a d a t  its close " the official members p s d  n 
resolutio~~ higl~lv complimc~ttary to the pastor." 

Rev. James F. Nears was t l~c  nest pastor. IIis 
millistry bcball April 14, 1874, and lasted two 
.years. . . Rev. M. 11. A. Evans was agiiin pstor, 
from .ipril 4, 1.876, to April, 1870, whai Ilev. A. 
Wood m s  sent l o  tlie ficltl. 

The death of Cllarlcs G. Sargent, in 1878, took 
f& the societv it* originator and cl~ief fimncid 
patron. The official board p w d  tlie fol lo~il~g 
prymble and resolution : - 

. . . . 

" U'Amor, Divine Providence bas n m o y d  from this 
life Charles G. Sugent, Chairoim of our Board of Tnu- 
-, - 

*'Resdd ,  'Illat the otEcial board expresses its pmfound 
esteell~ for the life and cl~amcter of Mr. Sargent, md :to 
sylnpatll~ wit11 the. falilil y and the society, which llrva loot 
a devoted frieod and faithful counsellor." 

Edtrcalional 1iislory.- The people of Westford . 

have always supported the cause of popular educa- 
tion wit11 commendable liberality. Schools weire 
first kept in private houses, and for olily one term 
i t  the year. At  a later date there aere two tenns 
each year, but these were short. The t o m  was 
early divided into school squi~drons, of which there 
were four, - tlie &11tre ; the South, corresponding 
to ParkerviHe ; the West, corresponding to Forge 
Tillage ; and tlie Nortl~, including tlie region about 
Loag-sought-for Poud. For a long time t b  
selectlnen seem to have had tlie entire control of 
the schools. They made all the contracts with 
the teachers, and gave the orders to the town- 
treasurer for the payment of their wages. In  
those halcyon days that long-suffering body of 
men, now known as the school-committee, had no 
existence. 

The first school-teacher in tom,  n, far as a n  
be ascertained from the records, was Joseph Under- 
wood, Jr., who was employed in 1734. " May 
23, 1735, the, selectmen voted to pay tcr Mr. ' 

Joseph Ul~derrood, Jr., for his keeping abm1 in 
this towp in 1754, the sum of & 13, to be in full 
for said service." 

Of those who taught in our schools in the 
last century we notice a few wlio were promine~lt 
or r h o  taught for a long period. In 1739 Wil- 
liam Bowen appears. This man had more or less 
to do with our schooli from 1940 to 1775, a , 
period of thirty-five years. He was a retired 
clergyman, and lived on Francis' Hill, in the eaat 
part of the town. 

Penuel Boaen, wlro was a teacher liere in.1762, 
is supposed to be his son. The following persons, 
wlio \rere probably gnduates of Harrad,  were 
teachers in tliis town (luring the last century. The' 
date of their teacl~ing is given : - 

Jowpli Perry, 1753; Amos 31oodp, 1759 ; 
John Trmdwell, 1750; JYilliam Russell, 1762; 
Pe~~uel  13owen, 17GZ ; Jeremiah Dummer Bogen,, 
1762; Stepl~eri Hall, 1761; NathanielCooper,1764; 
Joeatlm Cnne, N. D., 1767 ; IYilliam Hobart, 

I 1768 ; Elijah Fletcher, 1769; Ebcnczer Allen, 
1772; Amos Crosby, 1786; Ebenezer Hill, 1787. 1 The first r o w  employed to teach in this torn 
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raa Mn. Ed*d Bah, in the pears 1740 -1743. 
Deacon Alldrew Spi~uldi~~g was a taclier in 1730, 
1742,aucl 175.1. Jolru Abbot first appears in this 
vocation in- 1757, and continued in it for may 
Jean. 

In 1741 the town Voted1 te raise E 100, Odd 
Tenor, - $240 for schools, and tile remainder for 
town debts and clrnrges. Thus was a very liberal 
pmpartibn for schools. Elder the law of 1047 
every town haviug one lrundred families was re- 
quired to maintain s grammar school in which the 
teacher sliould be competent to fit young men for 
the university. On the first tnx-list 6f 1730 are 
the names of eighty-seven tax-payers ; hence there 
wen less than one lrunrlrrd families at that time. 
But this number was soorr renched, for in 1748 tile 
uumber of tax-pa~ers was one hundred and forty, 
atid the town was uuder obligation to have n gnm- 
mar school. December 25, 1750, the towu paid 
Tllomm Read, Esq. "for what money he expe~rded 
in going to court to answer to the presentment 
against the tow11 for not having a gmmwr  sclmol 
last summer." I t  does not appear from the 
records, however, that nny grammar school was 
inaintained until 1762, wlren Mr. Azariah Faxon 
was employed. Blr. Foxon taught in the first 
part, or centre, and in the fourth prt,  or squad- 
ron. He was a graduate of Harvard College ui 
1762, and was probably the first gmmmar-school 
teacher .in Westford. 

From this time fornard t l~e records occosionnlly 
mhtion the grammar-school master, arrd it is fair 
to infer th t  the school was sustaiued accordi~lg to 
law. .!It appears also that tlie tosrn gnve a hearty 
and generous support to all tlie public sclrools. 
I n  1787 the town voted to build school-houses. 
Previous to this time tlre scliools \rere kept iu pri- 
vate rooms. 01re tvns taught in tlie old ynrrison- 
house in Forge Village, occupied not very long 
since by Jor~utllen Prescott. It was burned iii 
1876, being tlie last of its class to disappear. 
Tbe school-district system in 3l&achusetts went 
into operation in 1789, and was abolished in 1869, 
after a trio1 of eighty yenrs. Tlre severnl squaclrons 
were .then converted into districts aitli numbers 
attached. The sum appropriated for sclrools in 
those eady dnys will not sufler in poitrt of libernl- 
ity when compred with tlie amount liotr granted 
for tlmt purpose. When we recall the fact that 
+enlth had not then occumulnted, and t h t  to 
many of the people it was a hard struggle to live 
at all, we wouder at t h  measure of their iuterest 

in the subject of eclucation, and n n  . n d y  to 
applaud their ge~lrosity and wisdom. But mt 
merely in the support of common schools did tk 
people show their apprecintio~~ of ,9oued lekming. 
&me of them, near the close of the lust centn~, 
began to see tile need of a sclrool of lrigher gdt, 
and by their efforts and liberality Westford A d  
emy was called into existence. 
'' I n  1702 several gentlemen of Westford met 

together, mid ngreecl to form themaelves into r 
moiety by the name of the Westfod Aciulemy. 
Articles of subscription and apemen t 'wen  tkn 
drnwn up, and sigoed by fifty-four individuals. 
At the head of the list shnd tlre names of Zaccheua 
Wright, John Abbot, nird Abel Boyntoa, each of 
whom subscribed 230, and a t  its close coma 
the subscription of the town of Westford by its 
committee - Josepli Keyes, Frnircis Leighton, and 
Joshua Rend -for 8J 120. In addition to the 
above, Zaccheus Wrigl~t gave the sum of La00 m 
real estate, tlie cotiveynlice of which was to be 
made to tlie trustees of tlre acndemy .as soon as an 
act of incorporation sl~ould be obtained. Thm 
severnl subscriptions amounted t o  S978. It 
sliould be added that the money subscribed by 
irdividuals was raised by a subs~riptiou~of sluey 
each share beir~g valued at QSO. 

On the 30th of April, 1792, the subscribela 
met, and orgiuized by the choice of Zaccheu 
Wright as president, James Prescott as vice-presir 
dent, and Rev. Caleb Blnke, Ron. Ebenezer Bridge, 
Rev. Ezm Ripley, Rev. Moses Adam, Hon. Joseplr 
Bradley Varnum, Snmpsoir Tuttle, Esq., Jaws 
Prescott, Jr., Jlr. John Abbot, Dr. Charles Pmo- 
tor, and Mr. Jouatlrai~ Carver, trustees. 

Tlie subscribers, or proprietors, as they were 
aftenrarda styled in tile m r d s  of the academy, 
held meeti~lg from time to time to urge on 
the work they I d  nadertakrn. Measures were 
adopted for purchasing a site and erecting t h e m  
a building for the use of the school. h committed 
was also appointed to procare an act of incorpora- 
tion. August 3, 1792, tlle proprietors adopted r 
body of rules and by-laws for the regulation and 
governance of the scliool; in which, among other 
things, it was provided, "that the English, Iatin, 
and Greek languages, togethrr with writing, arith- 
metic, and the art of speaking, should be taught, 
a~id, if desired, practicnl geometry, logic, geogn- 
plry, and music; that the said school should be 
free to nny nation, age, or sex, provided that no 
one should be admitted a member of the scLod 



I anlets ab1e.b read in the Bible readily without 
b spelling." 
I !The. act of incorporation m s  passed Septem- 
I ber %, 1793. I t  recites t lut over &1,000 had 
I been given by various prties for tile esttlblislimeut 
r of the academy, but the records of the early meet- 
: ings of the subscribers spe~ i f j  o111y the gifts above 

mentioned. 111 May, 1797, a committee of the 
trustees was appointed to attend to aud iuvestigte 
the interest of tlie coryontion in tr Lite grant of 
land in the district of 3lsine. This gral~t con- 
sisted of half a townsl~ip of Lid, which m s  sold 
not long after for $5,810, as appears by tlie report 
of the committee. I t  contained, as stated in their 
report, 11,520 acres, and was sold for fifty cents 
per acre. 

The first meeting of the trusteea under the act 
of.incorpomtion was held 011 the 2d of April, 1704, 
a t  the house of JIr. Joel Abbot. A t  this meeting 
t1ie.arrangments nppeaml to have been completed, 
or  nearly so, for tile orderly working of the insti- 
tution. James Prescott, Jr., was cl~osen secretary 
of the board, and was re-elected for several succes- 
sive years. Tile Rev. JIoses Adams of Actor1 was 
chosen pmident pro te~tr, aud tile Rev. Edmund 
Foster of Littleton and the Rev. Ilexekiali hckard 
of Chelmsford sere  clween trustees iu addition to 
those before named. Jol111 Abbot, Sr., was chosen 
treasurer, and sewed one year, being succeeded in 
that office by Jonathan Carver. At this meeting 
l fr .  Levi H e d p  was requested to have a public 
exhibition on tlie It11 of July. Tl~is  is tlie first 
notice or intimation on rccord of his coiiliection 
with the school, as teacher or prcwptor. Such 
public exhibitions scam to have col~tinuecl many 
veers, and tnilition s a p  that t l ~ r ~  Irere attended 
kit!, great. eclat. Academies a l~d  11igl1 sclinols 
being nrm,tIie attendal~ce of scholars from other 
t o w ~ ~ s  and from long distancw was mucli larger 
tlmn it is now. 

111 tracing the history of tlie nmdemv the names 
of seven1 p~~ t l emen  occilr r h o  \rere viorc or less 
prominent -in public life, and eqwcinlly ill tl~eir 
co~~~wction with this ~11001, ant1 n brirf notice of 
tlieir h\.es and clomcters ver!. jl~.dl? forms n part 
of this Ilistory. Fiwt amollp tllc early fricl~tls 
and promoters of this instit~~tion stnntls the nnine 
of ~ ~ c c l w u s  IYrigllt, Eq. Iris irlterest ie it is 
evillad by the libenlity of llis rifts; and the esti- 
mation in w l ~ i d ~  he w;~s I~eltl i~ aplnnbnt from the 
fact tbat lie was clect~d the first pw-ide~lt of the 
board of trustees, and was mttiwlly re.c.lectrrl to 

that office till 1808, when he declined further ser- 
vice. I I e  was the son of Ebeuezer and Deliverance 
(Stevens) \\-right, uld was born in Westford, Odo- 
ber 27, 1738. He  died iu 1811, at tlw age of 
seventy-two yeas, higl~ly respected by his fellow- 
citizens, whom he long and often served in various 
capacities. Long nfter his decease liis ]lame con- 
tinued to be mentioned wit11 respect as one of the 
best and most public-spirited rneu that Westford 
had produced. 

,l\'ert, perhaps, in prominence stands the name 
of James Prexott, Jr. He was the youngest son 
of Colonel James Y m o t t ,  of Groton, aud was born 
there, April 19, 1766. He xns a graduate of 
llarvard College h tlie clnss of 1788; read law 
and commeiiced the practice of his profession in 
IVestford, rliere lie was residing at the time tbs 
academy was started, and allere lie spent about, 
ten years. He filled the office of secretary of tlre 
board of trustees for many yeam, and was succeeded 
by Rev. Caleb ll!ake. H e  was tlie president of t b  
board from 1815 to 1827. 

Levi Hedge, the first preceptor of the academyJ 
graduated at Cambridge in 1792. I t  appears from 
the records that lie had previously been a teacher 
in Westford; for, Eebruary 6, 1792, lie was paid 
S6 15s. " for keeping scliool nine weeks iu the 
middle ~cliool squadron." Probnbly he taught the 
gnmmar scliool then required by lam. He was a 
disti~~guishd member in a distirlguished class. He 
came to Westford with a high reputation as a 
scholar, and left after two !ears with an equally 
l~igli reputation as a teacher. He r e t u d  to 
Climbridge to take the place of a tutor in the col- 
lege, and after seven1 jars  was promoted to a pro- 
fessorsl~ip of Logic and Metapli~sics. His interest 
in the academy never waned. He was chosen a 
trustee in 1802, and resigned in 1844 in conquence 
of gro\vi~ig i~tfinnities. He died the same yeah 

Jolln Abbot, eldest son of Jo l~n  Abbot, one of 
tlie origi~lnl corporators of the nuidem?, was born 
in IVestford, January 27, 1777, and died liere, 
April SO, 1834. He graduated at Harvard Uni- 
versity in 1708, in a class dis t inpirbd for talent, 
in \\llich lie took a high collegiate nak. He imme- 
diately became pwccptor of this ao?dcmy, and llcld 
that place for tno years. EIe tile11 s tudid law, 
and opcnd an office in Westford ; and about the 
wine time aas  cho~en a trustee, and, on the d~ 
cease of Jona tha~  Caner, in 1805, he wru chosen 
treasurer, which office be held by successive annual 
elc-tions until 11is death, a period of nearly fifty 
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yean. To his careful mana&dent and foresight 
the institution is chiefly indebted for ita pment 
funds. During his long administfition they 
increased nearly or quite threefold. The aud- 
emy had no wenlthy patrons like its neighbor 
and rim1 institution at Groton, but depended 
for the increns of its means on small but care- 
fully husbanded accumulations. It was the aim 
of the treasurer to save something from the aunual 
iutemt of the funds to be added to the priucipal, 
a 4  dmost every year's report showed some in- 
cr& in their amount. Tlie trustees had implicit 
con dence in his integrity, fidelity and skill, and 
rare 't y, if ever, iuterfered with his plans. Durii~g 
thislong period his services were rendered gratui- 
tollsly to the institution, whose welfare he hnd so 
much at heart, and he will'alaays be remembered 
aa one of its stanchest friends. 

He was succeeded in the ofice of treasurer by 
bb mn, Hon. j o l ~ n  W. P. Abbot, who held it till 
his 'death, in 1872. The latter, like his father, 
gave his services gratuitouly, being animated by 
the same desire to further its prosperity. He was 
born, April 27; 1806, iu Hamptoo, Connecticut, 
was, chiefly fitted for college at this academy, and 
graduated at Cambridge in 1827. After studyiug 
kw he entered liis father's o5ce, the business of 
which was iiot long after transferred to him. He 
was a member of the House of Representatives iiu 
1563, and of the State Senate in 1866; was oftell 
chosen to toan oices, and was particularly inter- 
euted in a i~d  intrusted wit11 the manngement of the 
First Parish ill Westford. In  ail these relations 
he was trusted as an able and faitllful counsellor 
and public servant; aud he was universally re- 
garded with esteem and affection for his urbanity, 
benevolence, and generosity. 

We must not overlook, iu passing, that precep- 
tor whose term of service was longest in the whole 
liue of teachers ; we meau Nnhutn H. Gmce. He 
was born in Sterling, ~Iassachusetb, in 1781, but 
early removed with the family to &]em. He gnrd- 
uited at Cambridge in 1808, and came immedi- 
ately to Westford as priucipnl of the academy (the 
eleventh in succession), and remained in office till 
1832, when he resigned, and became a farmer in 
Westford, where he died in 1850. He llad a high 
and well-deserved reputation as an instructor, and 
his school was almost o l t y s  full. I t  was not 
until 1818 or IS19 that Mr. Groce had nriy regu- 
lar assistant. About that time Miss Susan P m o t t ,  
daughter of H o a  James Prercott, presideut of the 

trustees, WM employed, her instmctioes being coo- 
hed solely to the female cIns,w. Slie was j d j  
reerded as an accomplished teacher, but she belJ 
tllnt position in the school only two a d v e  
summer serurons. 

Jolm Wri$t, Esq., was a native of Westford, r 
mu of Mr. Nathan Wright, born in 1797. He 
fitted for college a t  Phillips' Academy, Andoter, 
and graduated a t  Gmbridge in 1833. .He came 
to Westfbrd, and took the plaa of the late Judge 
Charles P. Huntington, wlio Imd been preceptor 
for 1822 - 23. After two yeon' service he rajt 
to Groton, studied law, and pmtised a few years, 
then became ngcnt of the Suffolk Mills, in Lowell. 
He died in 1869. 

We can only allude to one more of the pd 
-teacllen, - Hon. Jolm D. Long of Hinglmm, nor 
governor of this state. After graduating fmm 
Harvard University, in 1837, he arme at ona to 
Westford, where he remained two yewa. Quit@ 
this vocation, Ile studied law in Boston, a d  eom- 
menced its prnctice there. He is now president of 
the board of trustees. 

Among the female teachers Miss Harriet A 
Bbgers, born in Billerica, deserves special ndia 
Her term of service was the Lwt, and she ma 
always wgarded as a teacher of remarkable tact and 
energy. Since leaving Westford she lars won r 
far wider and a well-merited reputation es the bead 
of a school for deaf mutes at Northnmpton, Idas- 
encliusetts, where, by a system first introduced in 
this country by her, she is teaching the employ- 
ment of spoke11 language, instead of signs as hem- 
tofore. Nor sliould Miss Margaret P. Foley be 
pnssed unnoticed. She was a resident of Loud 
while employed as  a teacher, and all the while her 
tbouglits and her s p r e  time were given to the study 
and practice of the art of sculpture. After leaving 
TVestford she went abroad, and spent much time at 
Rome. Her death occurred not long since, and 
she will be remembered as one who fell a premk 
ture sacrifice in the pursuit of her favorite vocatioa. 
Her enrlg death was lamented by uumerous frieuds 
who had hoped for a loiig and prosperous career. 
811e was an exhibitor in our Centennial Exhibition, 
and her work received high encomium. 

The place of preceptor is now filled by William 
E. Frost, A. N., a graduate of Bowdoin in 1870. 
He is the thirty-sixtli in the line of preceptors, rod 
is a very successful disciplinarian and most ex&- 
lent teacher. He began his work in 1873, and aadu 
h i  care %school b bem uniformly pmpemna 



g At t,b p w n t  time (1879) there are eleveu 
p public schools in the town, and ten school-houses. 
1 These, with ane exception, liave been built, since 

m the repeal in 1869 of the law relating to school- 
districts. 

: The mhools nre kept for eight months in the 
year. The mumber of scl~olars between five and 
fifteen yeam of age, May 1, 1878, was three hun- 
dred and nine. The ainourit of money nised for 
the support of scliools, Blarch, 1879, was $3,000. 

dlirnrtfucturer. -Tile leadiug industry from the 
bepnniig has been ngriculture. 111 the ea;ly years 
little else was done; but grndunllp, as the people 
made progress, they gave attenti011 to tlie manufac- 
turing of such articles as tliey needed. The abun- 
dant  water-power in tlie t o m  gave them facilities 
whicli they arefully used. Tlie chief stream is the 
Stony Brwk, tlie outlet of Forge Pond, which runs 
tbrougli t l ~  torpn from tlie soutliwest to tlie north- 
east. The descent from tlie mouth of the pond to 
tlie poiut wliere it empties iiito the Merrimnck is 
nearly one h u i i d d  feet. At Forge Villilge the 
fall is fourteen feet, at Gnnitevilie twenty, at 
Westford, Station eight feet, and a t  BrooksiJe it 
is about ten feet. In Allen's IIislory of Chelmr- 
fmd there is no mention of any mill 011 Stony Brook 
except at its mouth. It is probable, however, that 
die water-power at Brookside was improved at an 
early date, I n  the fiwl tax-list, 1730, tlie name 
of William Chandler appears, who, it is probable, 
was the first to edabl~sb the busiriess of dressing 
cloth. His mill stood at Brookside, and tlie work 
was carried on by successive proprietors uutil 1563, 
when the bnilding was used for tlle mu~ufacture of 
woollen yam. 

Hon. Caleb Butler, in his J.i.dory nf Gro/on, 
mys : " After King Philip's War i r ~ ~ d  the re-settle- 
ment of tlie (town, JOIW Yrescott built a mill at 
Sto~iy Brook near its issue from Forge Pond, now 
in Westford." This is the first account we liave 
of the improve~ncut of tlie watcr-power at that 
place. 6' Previous to the erection of Prescott's 
mills," continues Mr. Butler, " m Lidian by the 
name of Al~drew sold his weir at Stony Brook, as 
appears by tlic f o l l ~ a i ~ ~ g  record : ' Tlie twenty shil- 
lings due t s  Andrew, the Inclian, from the town 
for his warre at Ston! Brook, aseip~~ed by said 
Indian to Bicl~ad Blod, t l~c  said Ilichanl Hlood 
assigis it over to Liei:ta~ant .James Parker.' " The 
date of t l ~  pnnt  to Joaas l ' m t t  by the toari of 
Groton was June 15, 16SO. Tile territory wliiclr 
t h  belonged~o Grot011 wvas annexed to ~ ~ r e s t f o d  ill 

1 1730. But priqr to the l@ date Jonaa h t t  
had ' < p t l y  enlarged nnd improbed the aorka on 
Stony Brook, by erecting forges for manufacturing 
iron from the ore, as well as otf~er purposes." 

I t  is difficult to fix tlie, precise date of the build-- 
ing of tlie f~rges, but i t  was probablyas early ra 
1700 ; for the language of Bytler implies that the 
works were set up before Captain P r e w t t  enlurgcd 
them. He was born ill 1678, and was " of age"' 
in 1699. I t  is just, therefore, to suppose that his 
active business life began as a r I j  as 1710. mi' 
enterprise of working iron was tlie tliinl or f o d h  
of the kind established in this country. The busi- 
ness waa carried on u ~ ~ t i l  the !-ear 1865, when th 
Forb- Company ceased to exist. ~ u r h ~  this long 
period of one hundred and sixty or seventy years 
tlie Prescotta, descendants of Jonas, of Groton, 4eld 
a controlling interest in.the company, and managed 
its affairs, except during the, last few years of its 
existence. Jonau, rlio died in 1870, five pears after , 
the forging ceased, was the owner of forty sham 
ill 1863, and was the h t  of the name who worked 
at the business. 

January 5, 1865, the Forge Village Home Nail 
Compny was formed. I t  succeeded to the frm-' 
chise of t11e forge company, used tlie water- 
power and tlie building of that company, and 
put in machinery for making nails. The capih¶ 
stock was 830,000, with the riglit to increase it 
to 3 100,000. The officers were : John T. W y ,  . 
president ; Jolin F. Haskins, secretary ; and Alex- 
ander H. Caryl, treasurer. The capitalwas i nc read  
to S 100,000 in 1868. For a few yenn tlw bpi -  
uess was prosperous, but it gndunlly declined 
until 1877, when it came to an end. 

111 1854 Cliarles G. Sargent cnme to Granite; 
ville and entered into partlienhip kith Francis A: 
Calvert, under the firm name of Calvert ancl &r- 
geint. l'hey bought of Solomon Richardson hiq 
farm, and his saw and grist mill. These buildings 
were coi~verted into shops for the manufacture of 
woollen macl~inerj. Tl~ey were burned in Decqm- 
ber, 1855, and then s l ~ a t  is now Mill No. 1 - 
a twn-story building, 185 x 52 feet, ;.it11 a &h- 
~iecting L, 32 x 40 feet - was erected. qwo yead 
later they built Blill No. 2, of the same dimen- 
rions. A prtuership was formed in 1857, with 
John W. P. Abbot, for tlie manufacture of &orated 
ynnls; but being unable to attend to so much 
business, Mr. hrgent  sold Ilia interest ta Allau 
camem1 in 1557. Iu 1863 Mr. hrgent  bought 
his partner's iatemt, nid co~itiuued the businem 
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(B b v e  oa* a l r b l b b m t  for tbe uun- d 
wodlaP mrclirm). : upital, $37,523; *doe of 
poda u u L r d u d  in thtt ?at, $46,011. To 
YI. t h p t  k l o a g a  the d i t  of b d h g  op tbe 
*ilLp d Onuritmilk. When h ame tben in 
'1854 b w  wen only Bvc or six hoara, and only a 
r w  and grid mill u p  the dram. In 1875 tben 
vem agbty-niw families, d these have since 
inorrrrcd to a bardred at Ltut. Tlrcrt a n  nor in 
tbt vihge a mrcbirre-rbp, a worsted-mill, bo- 
h y ,  two stom, milliner'r shop, port-oisc., and 
tlu MetWist Clturch, all of wbicb hare oome info 
. r idam mnos 1H34; urd all the lading enter- 
p h m  brve mpmr~g up urrder bfr. Sargent'a for- 
bring an. The growth of (bat vilirge is an 
illurtmtion of New EngLnd thrift aocl industry. 
Mr. & r p t  w u  born in Hillsbrough, New.Hamp- 
hire, July 17, 1818, nod died July 16, 1878. 
The bumim is 11ow eonduckd by IIU sons. 

The C!hauncy Mills were ntablishecl in Granite- 
vilk, Augurt, 1874. l'here i one set of machinery 
tor ttm mrking of YLkcr w k s .  One lrur~dnd 
p u n d l  of. wcw~l ore uml, ur~d Bftp or sixty dozen 
pin of rock6 ore matle mch day. Thirty persons 
rra et~rployrd irr tire mill, arid work is give11 to 
nmny more out of it. 31. If. A. Evnns is proprietor, 
John hlur1)lly aulwrurteurlc~~t, nurl Jerry AIurphy 
tunman. 

Tlra Abbot Worrtrd ?r[ills began businms in 
1866, with Jolln \V. Abbot nu m:~rrnginp pnrtaer, 
and Johrr W. 1'. Abhbt nncl C'lrarlrs (3. Surpnt as 
qminl pirtnm. At first t11cp ~lran~~fnctured fine 
wuntrd ynrrln for tlrc making of braids nnd upllol- 
atrry p w d a ,  rml)lo~ i l r ~  nbolrt twrrrt hmds. In 
11137 1Ir. Sitrpllt nbtin-cl from t11e firm, nnd Mr. 
Allnri ('nmrmn h u m r n c b  nn nrtivc pirtllcr. In Jan- 
uary, 1839, tllrir wark3, na well n3 tl~ose of Mr. 
hrflcnt, urrr rrrtirrlp clrrtrn!.d by fire; but in  
Jmnuary, 18511, t 11ry 1 1 ~ ; r i l l  I)c-g:l~i I)IIX~IICPS in one 
half of a I : ~ r p  M ~ O I I P  ~ l i i l l ,  1i11111 I)! Mr. Snrycr~t, 
a b u t  one e~dltlr of n nlilc Irlow tile former 
nib. Tlrrw pwttiilru tlicj have continued to 
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W] &ate, 8 997,152 ; pe-l, 3 2 12,533; tad, ' 
$1,109,764. ILte of bution,  $1-4s pr b, 
d d  dollars ; number of polls, 529. T d  nl* 
of manu faetared prndueta, 5 49 1.56 1 ; prodas d 
ngricultun and qaurpiug, 5 1'90,120 ; tot.l pob 
ucts, 5681,691. 

May 1, 1879; the valmtim : ml estr*, 
$817,901; personal date, S132.830; taeL 
5950,731. Tar ' per hundred dollur, $LIS; 
number of polls, 4138. 

'.fie ppuhtion of the t o m  in 1776-fofl~ 
seven gears after its incorporation - was 1,193: 
in 1790 it was 1,239 ; in 1800, 1,367; in 1811. 
1,330 ; iu lYSO, 1,409 ; in 1830, 1,329 ; in lW, 
1,%36 ; in ISSO, 1,473 ; in 1860,1,621; in 1d;il. 
1,803 ; in 1875, 1,933. There was a deems d 
80 from 1820 to 1530, -the o n l j  decsde in rhkh 
n loss occurred. 

There are four principal villages, - the Cmtn, * 

Forge Village, Graniteville, and Brookside; tb 
three last named being on the line of the Stoa: 
Brook Railroad. 

At the Centre, one mile from the nilmad, stad 
the large toan-11rli on Main Street, -a  bd@ 
two s t o r k  Irigl~, with two large audience-rooms 
library, selectmen's room with safety-vault a t W  
nnd all the conveniences belonging to modem strw 
turns of it3 kind. Its cost, with the land.- 
:~baut $10,000. I t  was dedicnted in March, l S i L  
Abbot Pork, at the Centre, is a gem in a  b r W  
setting. Iu 1840 this was an u n f d  comm~& 



but in that year the t o m  voted that "John Abbot 
and others may build a fence around tlte common, 
providcd tlie to1~11 be put to no expense on account 
of the same." Tlie next year (lS4-1) tlie fence was 
built, and the trees planted ; and the expense in- 
curred was met by voluntar! contributions. These 

P nor  one trees have growii mpidl~, and tlie Park i. 
of the loveliest features of tlie village. On the 
northwest side of it stands tlie cllurcb edificeof tlie 
First Parish (Unitarian) Society, briilt iu 1794, and 
remodelled in 1868. I t  is built after tlie style 
ahicb prevailed a century ago. Tile church edifice 
of the Union Congregntioiurl Society stands on the 
enst side of the Park. I t  is an unpretending struc- 
ture, built in 1839, and dedicnted October 8. 011 

the south side of the Park is the academy, a small 
building embowered among trees. Tlie residences 
of John W. Abbot, Allan Cameron, and J. Henry 
& a d  are the finest on Main Street. Tlie West- 
ford Oniamental Tree Association was formed in 
1871. Its name has been clianged to tlie Tillage 
Improvement Association. I t  has done a good 
work by constructing sidewalks and planting 
trees. I t  has an annual work-day in the spring, 
when tlie members work, dine together, and listen 
to an address. 

Puhlic Library. -In 1797 a respectable num- 
ber of tlie citizens of \Yestford agreed to form a 
shareliolders' library, tlie number of sliares not 
being less than fifty ; the price of each share was 
two dollars. Wit li conimendable spirit they took 
from one to four sliares each, and with the money 
mnlting therefrom the first purchase of books was 
made. In 1859' the shreliolders surrendered their 
interest to tlie town, ~l i icl i  consented tb pay all 
expenses connected with the library, and appro- 
priate not less than thirty dollars a Fear for tlie 
purchase of new books. In this way Tl'estford was 
one of the earliest towns to establish a free public 
library. The number of volumes in the library 
(June, 1879) is 3,427. 

Tlic establishment of the academy *liere eiglitp- 
six years ago lins fostered a taste for literary pur- 
sGts among tlic people. TTlicn tlie Hon. Jolin D. 
J.,otig was preceptor of tlie aademy,in 1858-59, a 
btemry society was forriicd shic11'lived scvcml Fmn. 

Hon. TYillnrd Hall was born in Wrstford, De- 
cember 24, 1780. Hc was tlie so11 of ITillis a d  
Neliitable (Pool) Hall, and pnndsoa of Rev. Wil- 
]ard Hall, the first millister of the town. 1Ie was 
fitted for college in 1794, at IYestfod Aendemy, 
eutcred Harvard in 1795, and graduated in .1799. 

He studied law at Groton, in Judge Dana's 
office, was admitted to the bar in 1804 and the 
same year settled in Dover, Delaware. 111 1811 
Ire was appointed secretary of state for Delaware, 
and lield the office for three years. In  1816 he m a  
cliosen repmiihtive in Congress from that state, - 
and was re-elected in 1818. In 1821 he was a g i n  
secretary of state, arid May 6, 1823, he1 was a p  
poiuted district judge of the Uuited States for tha 
Delaware district. 111 1828 lie revised the statu- 
tory laws of Delaware. In  1825 he removed from 
Dover to Wilmington, and in 1831 was chosen, a 
delegate from hiswunty to a conve~~tion calbd'for 
revisiug the constitution of that state, " having 
been placed on tlie ticket of both parties." Judge 
Hall publislied at various times several essays, ad- 
dresses, and reports, most of tliern relating to corn-, 
mon scliools and education. He married, first, 
Junia Killen, dauglikr of William Ellen, chan- 
cellor of Delaware, and secondly, Harriet Hillyard, 
of Kent County, Delaware. He died May 10, 
1875, aged ninety-four years. 

Bailroads. - Tlie Stony Brook Railroad mu 
opened to public travel July 4, 1848. Passing 
across the torn in a southwest direction, it cuts it 
into two nearly equal portions. I t  has berm tbe 
means of developing business, especially in Granite 
ville, a village that sprung into existence after the 
road was built, and is now a thriving mauufac- 
turingplace. On this road there are four stntiom, 
- Drooksidc, Westford, Granitevine, and Forge 
Village, - all within tlie limits of Westford. 

The Framingham and Lowell Railroad-enten the 
town on the easterly side, a little south of Hart's 
P o ~ d  in Chelmsford, arid passing what is knom an 
"the Dupee place," fJniisIies good accommoda- 
tions to all who live in that section of tbe town. 
There is but one station in Westford, - that called 
by the company tile Carlisle Station. 

Tlie Nasliua, Acton, and Boston Railroad was 
opened to the public in July, 1873. ' Striking tbe 
town near its nortiirest angle, it passes longitudi- 
nally and leaves it at tlie soutiitrest comer. It 
Iias tliree stations ill town,-Gnniteville, West- 
ford, and East Littleton, so called. 

Tlie town nil1 complete one hundred and fifty 
Fears of its corporate existence in September, 1879. 
i t  is probable that tlie event r i l l  be commemo- 
rated in some fitting wag. Vith its abundant 
resources, and its nearness to the markets of 
Lowell and Boston, there is everp reason to ex- 
pect growth and prosperit! for it in yeam to come. 
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RE t.om of Weston wns incorpo- 
1 rated Jnnuay 1, 1712 - 13, by 

, +.- JT an act of the Geneml Court 
-,? c u t t i ~ ~ g  off from the west end F:;, ,,& of Watertown about one half of 

, j!' - 2 its territory. i>> r- >* -  
li - For nenrly six years after its 

, *A- -- . settlement in 1630, the western ,d- -- - - - - -  . - - limih of Watertown remained 
- 

undefilied, the town extending 
indefinitely wwtwnrd into tlie country alid up the 

,north or left side of Cl~arles River. The first defi- 
nite boundnries were arrnnged with the people of 
Newtown in April, 1635; September 3, of the 
name year, orders passed the Qe11en1 Court for tlie 
settlement of the towns of Concord and Dedham, 
adjoining matertowh upon the northnrst nnd south- 
west mpectively. Jlarch 2,1635 - 36, the western 
limit wns fixed by an order of the court declaring 
4hat "the bounds of Watertown shall run eight 
miles into the county from their meeting-house." 
;The grants to Coilcord anti to Dedham were found 
to overlap the gmnt to IVatertown, and 'Ifor the 
final end of nU differelices between Watertown, . Concord, and Dedl~am," the court ordered, on the 

,8th of June, 1638, " tlint Watertmn eight miles 
shall he extended upon tlie line bctweeii them 

. [Wntertown] and Can~bridge, uo far au Concord 
bound8 gioe teare; and that their bounds by the 
river shall ruu eiglit miles iiito the county in a 
straight h e ,  ns also tlie river (10th for the most 
part mn, and so to take in nll tlie land of that 

. [north] side of tlie river, ~vlrich will not fnll into 
the square $ve miles panted to Dedllnm ; nnd that 
the neck on the same [~iortli or left] side of the 
river nenr to Declhnm toall, 1111 be cnst into the 
said squnre of five miles to m ~ k c  up the =me, so 
as the s ~ i d  sqnare is to be accon~ited by quantity 
and not by aitui~tion, because the place r i l l  not 
admit of it ; and t11at their cigl~t miles from 

' Watertoan meeting-house shnll be by a lir~e be- 
tween both the otlrer lines." 

The extreme southwestern portion of the tem- 

toy, that lying bepond Stony Brook, appears to 
have been from the be!gi~lning the favorite portion 
with the farmen. Only a fortnight after the first 
landing at  Dorchester-field, Watertown, by Captain 
Roger Clap and his nine companions, May SO, 
1630, and less thnn a week after his o\m a m d  at 
Salem, Governor John Winthrop, with a s d l  
pnrty, " went to hiattachusetts to find out a place 
'for our sitting down, . . . . for Salem, a h  
nee landed, pleased vs noi. And to that purpm 
some wen? sent to the Bay to search vpp the ria& 
for a connenient place, who v p p n -  their returne 
nported to have found a good place vppon Mistick; 
but some other of w seconding theis to approns 
or dislike of their judgement; wee foulid a pLee 
liked w better three league vpp Charles riuer!" 

"This," saps Dr. John (3. Palfrey, in his Hic- 
tory of Nero England, " wodd co~~espond to what 
is now P~all/ram or Ih ton ,  and I tlii~ik it wq 
likely tohnve'been near the mouth of Stony Bmk, 
which divides tho* two towns." 

IVinthmp's party liked this locnlity SO well that 
i t  was resolved to make this the place of settlement 
for the wliole compnny, and to name it B01to1. 

.4nd there vppon," says Dudley, 'I unshipped 
onr goods into other reeels and with much cost a d  
labour brought them in July to Charles Towne; bnt 
. . . . . (mnny of our people brought with vs b&ng 
sick of feaver and the scurvy and'wee theieby unable 
to carry vpp our ordnnnce and hnggage me fan) 
wee were forced to chnnge our counsaile and for 
our present shelter to plant dispersedly, some at 
Charles Tome which stondeth on the north Side 
of mouth of Charles Riuer; some on the South 
Side, nliich place w e  named Boston (as wee in- 
tended to have done tlie plnce wee first resolved on) 
some of vs vppon Yistick, rlrich place wee named 
Ilendford; some of vs wedwards on Charles Riuer, 
four miles from Charles Towne, which p h  aec 
named Watertoune." 

More than hnlf a century later J o k  Dunton, r 
1 Deputy-Governor Dudley'n &Urn Lo the h l r ,  # tir. 

cdr. NwCb 4% 1681. 
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careful observer, gave the following description 
of this section in a letter written in 16Y6 to his 
father-in-law, giving an account of a ramble made 
by a party from Boston to attend the annual sermon 
preached to the Indians at Katick. The men rode 
upon horseback, each having a lady compnion 
upon the pillion of l~is  saddle as " luggage." Dun- 
ton was fortunate in escorting the ITidow 'Brick, 
a fair lady whom he calls " the flower of Boston." 
They stnrted early, and arriving at Watertown, " we 
alighted," he says, "and refmh't our Luggnge, and 
while othep were Engaged in Frothy Discourses, the 
Widow Brick and I took a View of the Tom, which 
is built upon one of the branches of Charles River, 
very fruitful, and of large extent; watered with 
many pleasant Springs, and small Rivulets : The 
Inhabitants live scatteriagly. . . . . Having well 
refresh't our selves at IJ'ater-Town, we m o u n t .  
again, and from thence we nmbled tliroJ several1 
Tall W o d s  between the Biountains, over many 
rich and pregnant \;allies as ever eJe beheld, beset 
on each side ~ ~ i t l i  variety of goodly Trees : So that 
had the most Skilful Gardner desip'd a shady 
walk in a fine Valley, it would hare fallen short of 
that which nature here had done r i t l~out  him." 
This description is understood to apply to the road 
through l\*althm and Weston, and is nearly as 
applicable to-day as when written, when it is re- 
membered bhat the " pregu~aut vallies', have swal- 
lowed up tlie "tall woods.'J 

The temtory of the original t o m  of n'ntertowvn 
wns so extensive that its severnl parts were very 
early known by distinct nnd peculiar mmes. The 
lands nest west of Beaver Brook were called " the 

-lots in the Further Plain," or the Great Plain (and 
later JVrliham Plain). The Remote or West Pine 
Ileadows were probably in the soutl~en~ or south- 
eastern parts of Teston. The Lieu of To\vnship 
Lots, or lots bejond the Further Plain, were rest 
of I\-nltham Plain, south of the Great Dividends, 
and extended be!ond Stony Brook. The Farms, 
or Farm Lauds, i~rcluded what relnairied as far as 
tlie Sudbury and bedham bounds, comprising tlie 

" main portion of Weston. 
These uames, npplicd in g n e n l  terms to divis- 

ions of the territory of the original tow11 of W:~ter- 
. town, arc used in the early grn~~ts  to the free~ne~i; 

the llalnes of the grantees, and the n u ~ ~ ~ b e r  of ncres 
allotted to each, nre given by-Dr. h n d  h the first 
aplrnn~lis to 11;s llisiory of IYalertoun. 

' 

Froni t l~c 11-atertow~i records \ve take the follow- 
ing: " 1637, June, 26. A grant of the Remote 

or West Pine hleadow, divided and lotted out to 
all the Tow~vmen then inhabiting, being 114 in 
number, allowing one acre for a person, and like- 
wise for cattle, valued at 20 lb. the head, b n n i n g  
next the Yhpe Mendow, and to go on until the 
lots are aided." These meadows, Dr. Bond, who 
g r e  the matter careful and thorough investigation, ' 

thinks were probably in the southern and south- 
eastern part of TVeston. 

July 17, 1GS8, it was "Ordered, that all the 
Land lying be~ond the Plowland [lots in the Fur- 
ther Plain] and the lots pntecl  iu liew of !* Towne- 
sliip [estendiag irest of Stony Brook], having yo 
grent divideuts on the one [nortk] aide, Charles 
River and Dedham bounds on the other [south] 
side, and the Farme lands at the further end [we& 
side] of it, sl~albe for a Common for Cattle, to the 
use of tlie freemen of the Towne and their ern 
forever, k not to be alienated without the Consent 
of every freeman and their heirs forever." Thia 
order is particularly noticeable as being the fimt 
instance upon the records where the term " h r m  
lands" is applied to the territory now Weston. 

Three months later, October 14, 1638, it was 
" Ordered, that the Farmes granted shall begin at 
the nearest meadow to Dedham line, be~ond the 
line that runneth at the end of g* g m t  dividenta 
parrnlell to the line at tlie end of the Towne bounds, 
and so to go on successiveig from Dedham Bounds 
in order as they are given out, as they we" are 
deputed to lay them out shall see good 8: appiut, 
the proportion of meddow being twenty Acres to 
One H u n d d  6 fifty Acres of upland." 

h'ovember 27, 1639, the ~ree,mkn's Common 
was disposed of to the Farms by the order " y' if 
the Land in View for Farmes shall not suffice to 
accb~nlnorlate the rest of the Townsmen that are 
beliiacl, that then the! sl~all have their Fannea oat 
of tlie Freemen's Com~non upon the same condition 

I that the rest have theirs." 
At the meeting held October 14, 1638, it was 

" Ordered, J' Daniel Pattrick, Abmm Bnnie,. 
John Stowem, Etlmund Lewis, aud Simon Eire, or , tlie maior part of them, shall lay out these Farma 
as they are ordered." 

In the files of the County Coirt is a schedile 
dated JIay 10, 1652, contail~ir~g a list of names of 
pcrclons to r l ~ o m  ninety-two fitrms, contairling 7,634 
acres, were allotted, and mention is made of " f a h s  
laid out formerly." The names of tlie committee 
clo not appear or  this whdule, but they do a p e r ,  
uith some 1df;dozen others, ill connection 6th 8 
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mngb of lob  on the south side of the highwny. fTlre 
first lot in the mnge, adjoining the Sudbury Lir~e, 
was that of Bryan Peadleton, by him sold to Peter 
Noyes, and very early yurclinsed by George lfun- 
ning." Adjoining tllis ou the enst were the lots 
of Dsniel Pnttrick, Simon Eire, Jol~ri Stowen, 
Abrahad Bmrne, Jollll Whit~ley, Edward How, 
Jeremhh Norcross, and Tliomas Majhew, who 
thus lappenr to have been tlie earliest proprietors 
of lairds in Weston. Tile allotment committee 
eeenl to have provided farms for themselves and 
a few friends in advnnce of the general allotment 
sf Nay, 1613. 
. ' From 1647 to 1663 there was mucli dissatisfac- 
tion and contentiorr about the early aHotmeots of 
the Remote Meadows, the hnds in lieu of township 
and of the farm lands, aild in the latter year this 
portion of tlre toim was re-surveyed and plotted 
by Captain Joliu S h e m n  for o netv allotment. 
It contained 1,102 acres, bounded on the south by 
Dedlmm, rest by Natick and Sudbury, and on 
other sides by the farm lands. This district is 
frequently referred to in early deeds I "the land 
of contention." 

m e  westward growth of the torn - prticularly 
the taking up of the farm lnnds (in Westou) - re- 
moved the farmers so far from the meeting-how 
(from five to eight miles), tlmt it was inconvenient 
for them to attend service there, and a co~~sidernble 
number of them united with the church in Sudbury, 
which was much nenrer to them, but they were 
taxed lfor the support of t h  ministry in Wnter- 
to\rn. 

The earliest mention ill the m o d s  of n boun- 
dary between the Farms and the rest of Watertown 
is March 13, 1682 - S3, when it was voted that 
" thorn that dwell on west of Stony Brook be freed 
from school tax iii 1683." 

The Fanus were afterward h o r n  for a few rears 
as the Farmers' Precinct, sometimes as tlie Third 
Military Precinct, or tlie precinct of Lieutenant 
Jones's company, sometimes as the Westernmost 
Precinct. 

November 10, 1685, the town "voted tlint the 
hrmers' petition sl~oiild be suspended, ns to an 
answer to it, uutil it plenseth God to settle a min- 
ister nmongst us," fmm which, pr l iap ,  it mnv be 
inferred tllat they had asked to be esempttd from 
the tax for the support of r cl~urcl~ aliicl~ they 
could not nttend. 

In 1698 r tom-meeting was held to decide 
-upon a site for a new meeting-house, but the free- 

men were too ma& divided in sentiment to come 
to an agreement. An exciting controversy fol- 
lowed, and tlie pgorcnlor and council w e n  called 
upon to settle the matter. 

Their decision did not please all, and a t  a tom- 
meeting held )lay 9, 1694, an enmesf protest, 
signed by eigiitp-two men aird women residing in 
the astern part of the town, and by thirty-thne 
men and aomeu residing at the western part, in 
the Farma, was presented against following the ad- 
v i a  of the governor and council. At an irregular 
town-meeting held October %, 1604, h v e r  Smok 
was made the eastern boundary of the Farmed 
Precinct ; but tlre Genernl Court, at  tlieir May s& 
sion, 1699, Bxed it at Stony Brook. At this mctt 
ing it was stated that tile farmers were "upon 
endeavors to hare a meetitig-house among them- 
selves." 

Jatiunry 9, 1694- 95 the farmen met, md 
a g d  to build a meeting-house thirty feet square, 
and to plnce it on tlie land of Nathaniel Cooledge; 
Sr., by tlie side of the road, a t  the head of Park-. 
hurst's meadow, a little to the west of the present 
flag-pole. The next year agents were chosen to 
contract with workmen to build the house, which 
was to be called tlie Farmers' Meeting-lrouse. 
The work tras bepn  by subscription, money being 
col~tributed " Some timein August, 1696," by sutl- 
dry persons for tlie purpose of presenting a petition 
to tile General Court, prnying for leave "to set up 
tlie public worsllip of God amongst the inhabitants 
of tile \rest end of said town " (11-atertomn). This 
petition was granted at the May session of 1698. 
In Februnry, 1697, the farmers were exempted 
froni ministerial mtes in the toni. Votes were 
passed a t  precinct meetings in November, 1698, 
August, September, and Pc'ovember, 1609, making 
provision for completing the meeting-house. F e b  
ruary 14, 1700, the precinct voted to have a min- 
ister to preach in the meeting-house, to  begin the 
second Sabbath of the ensuing March, so that it 
was fire p r s  fmm the time the farmen voted to 
build a meeting-house before it was so far com- 
pleted ns to be usable; and from a vote pas4 
Slnrcli 30, 1710, gnnting mone? to finish- the 
meeting-house, it appenrs not to have been fully 
Atlislied until ten years later, fifteen years being 
thus consumed in erecting a building thirty feet 
sqnnre. 

hlnrcll 5, 1700, money wm granted to support 
preaching, and gnnts continued to be made at 
successive periods for the same pnrpose, but it ww 



not till 1710 that a minister was finally satisfac- 
torily settled, and a church duly orga~lized. 

Mr. Thomas Symmes, gmduated at Hafind 
College i 1695, n7as cliosen minister October 8, 
1700, but he did not accept. Narch 10 nnd S e p  
tember 12,1701, tlie committee of tlie precinct was 
directed to provide a mau to preach with them. 
December 19, 1701, tliey voted that Mr. Josepli 
Hors (H. C. 1695) should continue in order for 
settlement, and July 6, 1702, they gave him a call 
by a vote of thirty to twelve. September 28, they 
renewed their call, p n t i n g  an nu~iual snlary, and 
promising to build him a liouse 4 0 x  20 feet. 
November 29, be nccepted tlie call, conditio~~lly, 
and the precinct accepted 11is answer January 8, 
1702 - 1, and voted to begin the promised house, 
which was raised October 4, follori~ig,:,nd put into 
Mr. lIorsJs possession the pear nfter. Difficrilties 
arose, and he was not settled. Perplexing delays 
followed, and the precinct finally decided to pur- 
chase Mr. hIorsJs "housing and hiids," indem- 
nifying him agiilst pecuniary loss, a i~d  that he 
d~ould lave  them ill tlie spring of ,1706. An 
agreement was not easilp reached, as Nr. 3 1 0 ~  
did not convey the premises to the committee utitil 
December 31, 1 707. Ineff~ctual efforts were em- 
nestly made to bring about a reconciliation between 
Mr. Nors and his opposers. 

In 1706 the precinct ans presented at tlie Court 
of h s i o n s  for not 11avi11g rr settled minister, Feb- 
ruary 11, 1707, the precinct cliose Ur. Kathaniel 
Gookin to be their minister, but he declined tlie 
call, preferring tile position of libnrim at Harvard 
College, wvl~icli lie held from 1707 to 1709. The 
presentment still lap before tlie court, and they had 
to make two returns in April and June, 1707. 
July 16, 1707, tliey called blr. Tllonlas Tufts, of 
the class of 1701 st Marnard ; he declined. Jan- 
uary 14, 1708, was observed as a day of fasting 
and prayer. February 4, 1708, tliey gave a call 
to JIr. William I\-illiams (H. C. 1705), wlio, 
after the djustlnent of preliminaries, accepted, 
August 23, 1709. A cl~urcli was ptl~ered and 
organized, and Jlr. ITilliams was onlnined R'ovcm- 
ber 2, 1709, "nbout eleven ?.cars a1111 a 1ia11 after 
the Farms had becmne a tlistil~ct precinct." 

'"l'lie ' church coasieted nt first," says Dr. Sam- 
uel Kendal, " of eiglitecti male members, - nine 
from other churches, and nine who had not been 
oommunicants." I-Je gives thcir ilames as fol- 
lows : " Natlmniel Cooledge, Thomas F l a ~ ,  Jo- 
seph Lovell, John Park burst, John Livermore, 

Francis Fullam, A be1 A llen, Ebenezer Allen, Frallc 
cis Pierce, Josiali Jones, Tliomas Wright, Joecph 
Allen, . Josiah Jones, Jr., Joscph Livermore, 
Joseph Allen, Jr., Samuel Searerns, Joseph Wool- 
son, ntid George Bobinson." Josiah Jones aud 
Jolrn Parkliurst were chosen the firtrt deacons. 

May 7, 1708, the freemen of Watertow a p  
pointed a committee "to run n line be tww the 
towu and the Farmers' Precinct, referring to the 
millistry." This was done Alay 245, and tlie line 
began at  Charles River, followcd up Stony Brook 
to Beaver Pond, " and from said pond to a Lleck 
pine, at tlie bounds nliere Cambridge.aud Wnteic 
town a~id  Concord meet ; said Fanners' Precinct 
being on tlie w e t  side of said brook." 

Having obtained their own cliurch, the farmers 
soon gave tlieir attention to procuring their own 
i~lcorporation as a town. 

A committee, consisting of Co ptain Francis 
Fulliam, Lieutenant Josiah Jones, and Dat~iel 
Estabrook, presented a petition at t l a  town-meet- 
ing held Map 12, 1712, aed, December 2, follow- 
ing, the t o m  " did by a free vote manifest their 
willingness that the said fanners should be a tow-  
ship by tliemselres, according to their former 
bounds," sit11 the proviso a~id conditions : 1. That 
tlie farmers co~l t i~~ue  to pay a due s h e  of tlie ex- 
pense of maintaining the Great Bridge over Charles 
River; 2. That t l i e ~  pay thqir full and due share 
of the debts now due by the town ; 3. That they 
do not in ally nay infringe the rights of proprietors 
liaving bud, but not residing among tbe farmeq. 

The petition was iminediatelp presetited to the 
G e ~ ~ e n l  Court, and t l~c  act incorporating tlie town 
of Weaton was pswd January 1, 171% - 11. 

IYIien tlie It~diens bepn their attacks upon the 
settlements in 1Gi5, tile men of tlie Farmers' Pre- 
cinct were ready not only to defend tlieir o m  liomerc, 
but to assist ill tlie defe~ice of tlie colony. -In De- 
cember, 1676, a warrant was issued to the militia 
of Watertown1 to furnish "twentp soldiers, with 
provisions, arms, ammunition., and good clotliing,7 
for the defence of the colony. Up011 Gptain Hugh 
Mason's return to tliis narnnt nplmr the names 
of tliirty persolis (il~cluding Lilnself) who appeared 
ill almwer to the summoas conre~~ing tlre company, 
tlie names of wren r l ~ o  did not appear, and a list 
of twenty names of persons " ntioaly most fitt to 
goe 11pon the sewis." Mr. C. H. Fiske, in Iris 
ontion, July 4, 1576, gives tlie names of the fol- 
lowing seven persoss " wlio lived in tlie,Farmem' 
Preciuct aud who are iricluded in the above list" 
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of t m t y  who fought under Cnptain Mason : " Jolin 
Parkhurst, Miclinel F l q g  [Fbgy], JOIIII ll*liettnp, 
Jr., George Herrington, Jucob l3ullrrd, Natheell 
Hely, Jo l~n Bigdah [Bigelow] ." 

At tlie attnck upon Suclbury, April 18, 1676, 
Caphiin Hugh 3JIason and his bald from Vater- 
~OWII, in wlrich aere douhtless includ~d the farmers 
just nnm"d, "aided by citizens of Sudbury, were 
the .first wlio engaged t l~e  msailnnts, OII the enst 
side'of the river; but after a severe co~itest they 
were obli,d to retreat." Tradition relates tlrat, 
a t  the time of this attack, in order to carry out 
the2 t h m t  to buru IVatertom as well as the other 
ettlements, the Indians " penetrated the western 
part of t l~e  town mill burned a h rn ,  standing on 
the farm now owned and occupied by Mr. Nahum 
Smith, on the back road, leading to \Vn!land, but 
i t  is not known tllnt oily one was killed." 

At the famous Lovewell's Fight with the Pig- 
wacket tribe of Indians, which took place at 
Pigwacket (Fryburg), Nay 8, 1725, Jacob Ful- 
ham, wlio was a sergeant in Captaiu Lovewell's 
company, was killed. "A sergeant named Fuham, 
and a11 Indian, distinguished by his dress and 
activity, si~~gled out each the other, and both fell, 
mutually slain by their antagonist's weapon." This 
Jacob Pulhnm was the eldest son of Jlajor Francis 
Fulhnm, who was justice of the peace of \Fatertown 
Farms; one of the 'selectmen of Watertown from 

- 1710 to 1711 ; and one of tlie committee cliosen 
to secure the incorporation of tlie town of Weston, 
in which town he afterwards held numerous respon- 
sibb offices, and was for a long time the most 
influential mnn, owning numerous parcels of land 
in the southwest part of the tom. He lived to 
an advanced age, and as "Colo~iel Frilncis Fulhnm " 
was moderator of n toan-meeting, Jltlrcl~ 25,1751. 
In 1719 the records of Xatick aere in his keeping, 
and 'March 30, 1752, lie resi~ned his agency for 
collecting rents for tlie proprietors of that town. 
He was for fourteen years, between 1713 and 
1737, the representative of Weston in the General 
Court. June 19, 1721, he, with JOILW Bond of 
Watertown, and Frnncis h r m a n  of Lexington, 
were appointed "to be Commiseioners of Sewers," 
and the immediate object of their appointment was 
"the cleansing and removing all such banks nnd 
other obstructions" in the Sudbury atid Conconl 
river, '' which do occasion t l~e overHowing thereof, 
and of drowning tlie meadoirs and other low lands 
adjoining or lying on said river." Tile extent of 
the work \ras "from the mill-yoad of Cliristopher 

Os@, in Belerica bouncls, to the cart-bridge in 
Sudbury." He was a chief justice' of tile .&art 
of Common Pleas of Yiddlcsex County from 1719 
to 1755, when he resigned liis place upon the 
bench. 

Bev. T\rilliam Williams odnined, as already 
stated, Sove~nber 2, 1700, remained pastor of the 
church nearly fortp-one Fmrs, until Octokr 24, 
1750, wheu he was dismissed boy a mutual council, 
but die muse of h i  dirmissnl does not appear. 
He is briefly described by Dr. Keridnl as a " schobr 
and a good pwclr ."  A printed sermon of his, 
preaclied after t l~e  deatli of his wife, is deeply im- 
bued with tlre spirit of piety and resigmtion. He 
was a graduate of Harvard in the class of 1705, 
b e i ~ ~ g  a classmate of President Edsnrd Bolsoke. 
He was twice married, nnd was the fatlier of eight 
children. William ll'illiams, his eldest son, born 
May 14,1711, graduated at Harrard College, 1729, 
was one of the first settlers of Pittsfield, a judg 
in Berkshire County, and a colonel distingubhd 
in tlie French and Iudian wars. After his dismLc 
sal, Mr. Willialns co~~tinued to reside in the town 
until his death, March 6, 1760, at the qge of 
seventy-two yean. He was buried in the old 
burying-ground. 

There is a vote of the town, recorded March 3, 
1755, excusing " bIr. IYillinm \Yilliams from pap 
ing rates to be made so long ns he remains in the 
torn of Weston, provided he discharge said t'om 
in full of all demn~lds upoil said towu of any arrears 
upon the account of deficiency of their grants to 
him, or getting his fire wood, etc., while said Wil- 
liams was in the work of the ministry in said 
torn "; and Mr. Williams accepted this settlement 
of the arrenrs of his snlnry overdue nearly five 
years, and entered his receipt iu full upon the toan 
record. 

The first congregation asswmbled in their little 
thirty-feet-square church, wliich stood within a few 
rods of the geogrnpliicnl centre of the town, for 
about thirteen Jean, ptlieriag not at the sound of 
the bell, -" no such masic in that earlier time 
broke the stillness of Snbhth morning," -but 
" at the beat of drum," as was becoming the sol- 
diers of Christ. Inside tlie churcli there wen no 
pews, onlg forms or benches, the men rnnged on 
one side, the women on the other, and the boss 
by themselves, with a tithing-man, or constable, in 
their midst to keep them in order. 

"Each of these constnbles," aays Higgi.wn, 
"had a wand, with a hare's foot on one end md 



a hare's tail on the other. These were to keep 
the people awake. If any woman \vent to sleep, the 
constable touched her on the forehead with the 
hare's tail ; but if n small boy nodded, he was 
rapped with the otller end not quite so gently." 

Tlie cliurch at Weston, at a meeting held April 27, 
1 7 ~ 6 ,  voted that " turniug ye back totrods ja miu- 
ister to gaze abroad, and laying down ye liend 
upon arms (in a s l ee1~~  posture) in ye time of 
public worsllip (ewtnodirlary mses excepted) are 
postures, irreverent ar~d indecent, and which ougllt 
to be reformed, where any are faulty therein, and 
carefully avoided." 

I n  ALarch, 1718, a motion was made in town- 
meeting to build a new mceting-I~oiise, but tlie 
matter wasdeferred. October 23,1711, a vote was 
passed by the town to build a new meeting-house, 
and to appropriate tlleir proportion of the bills of 
credit issued by tlie Cienenl Court to this object. 
111 the summer of the follml-iag year tile new house 
was raised. I t  stood a little to the rear of the 
first one, and wns more commoclious, with square 
pews and ~ l le r ies ,  and saqts on h~nges, to which . 
the uame " slam-seatsJJ was somctimes given. This 
house was repaired in 1YU0, a steeple and two 
prclies erected, and a bell procured. About 
fifteen years later the pcus wen: altered from the 
square to tile modcrr~ long form. I t  remained iy 
constant use uutil 18-40, mc11i11g the good old age 
of one lrundred a i~d  eigl~tccn years, and every pas- 
tor of the society had liiinietcred at its altar, " rrlien 
it was pulled doau, and the pn.se~it Unitarian house 
erected still farther back and across the county 
road, wllich intersects oar cornmon." I t  is said 
that when the dill nnd clatter of the " slam-seats," 
a t  the "amen" of tlie devotional sewice, ~vns lnud 
and universal, it nns sln~i:~lly plcnsi~~g to the min- 
isters of tl~ose days, as indimting n full and earnest 
magregation. 

The Rev. Snmuel Woodwad succecdcrl Mr. 
Willisms as ps tor  of the clii~rci~. I-Ie 839 ord i~ i l~d  
September 25, 1751, and l~cltl the psiti011 until 
his death, October 5, 1783. allow in^ clcren d n ~ s  
for thB cl~ange from Oltl S t ~ l e  to Sew St!le be- 
tween his ordinntlorl nitd d(bath, 11is lnstonte con- 
tinued tl~irty-one y r e  1t.s one d:~!. Dr. Sn~nucl 
Ke~rdal, his succcspor nnrl son-in-I;~\r-, sa! s of him, 
#' He died gmtl! b1.1oved nnd lnmrntetl by the 
people of 11iz cl~nrye, by hie bwthren in oflice, arid 
b y  an eltensive circle of acrj11nint:tucc. I le was a 
serious, sensible, practical 1)rcrcher; cl~eerful and 
facetious without lessening liie dignity as n minis- , 

ter, or Christian. No man could more happilJr 
blend the cheerful aitli the grave in convemtio~~, 
and yet preserve their exact bounds. . . . . Few 
well seem to hare inspired a profounder respect or 
a warmer love." He born February 1, 1727, 
and graduated at Harvad College k 1748. He 
was the son of Deacon Ebenezer IVoodwnrd, of, 
Newton, a110 occupied the original homestead near 
the Upper Falls, p u d s o n  of Jolrn Woodward, m 
enrly settler of that town, aud greatgreat-grandson 
of Richard Woodward, a fn%man, aud one of the 
eurliest proprietora of 1Yqtertom.n and a grantee of 
one htuldred and tae~~ty-five acm in the distribu- 
tion of the "Farlne Lands." 

Rev. Samuel Kendal, D. D., was ordained sac- 
cessor to hlr. IVoodaad, November 5, 1783, just 
thirteen montl~s after tlie death of his pred-r. 
In his century sermon, delivered at Weston, Jana- 
ary 12, 1813 (to ahich the writer of this sketch is 
p t l y  indebted for important material), be says. 
of himself that he had "not been kept from the 
l~ouse of worship but one Sabbath, either by sick- 
ness or iuclemency of aeatl~er, for thirty yeam ; 
nor had he left tlie pulpit without a supply, on his 
o m  private business, but two Sabhths within the 
term." 

Dr. Kendal was greatly respected nnd loved, not 
only in his ornu parish, but in all the neigllhoring 
churches. "He was," says Rev. Edmund H. Seam, 
"the friend and associate of the elder Wqe, at 
a time of unparalleled religious activity in Mati 
,sochusetts, and when the spirit of sect.was begiu- 
ning to divide the cl~urches asunder. Dr. Kendal 
preached the great truths of Christ, free of schob 
tic dogmas and the spirit of sect and party, and he 
enforced them with a poser and fervency which 
met the deeper ~mnte of the spiritunl nature. ;No 
scl~ism took place. Tlie peas were filled full, both 
on the floors and in the galleries, and persons + 
living speak of the rtillnms that pervaded them 
under tlie ferveut appeals of the pulpit. His style 
of composition was msy and flowing, his pereon 
hrgc and manly and expressive of the vigor of 
his miatl, and his voice, of unusual mmpaw and 
power, searched ever! corner of the l~ouse and com- 
mnndrtl nutliencc. IIe lived through times of the 
l~ottest political strife, had very decidccl opinions 
on questions which agitated the country, and 
pmclled them uitllout resenne. IIia influence ex- 
tcl~dcd much be~ond l ~ i s  pr i s l~ .  His century ser- 
mon, preached near the close of his life, re-echoes 
and prolongs the strain of Phillip at Watertorat 
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near two hundred years before." Ha graduated from 
H a m r d  College in the clam of 1782, and the lionor- 
rry degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon 
him by Yale in 1806. Iie died February 16,1814. 
: dfUr the dent11 of Dr. Keudal, Isaac Fiske, 
then tlmirman of the parish committee, invited 
Joseph Allen, d o  had not completed his course 
of lstndiea at  Cnmbridge under tlie elder IVare, to 
-rupply their v m n t  pulpit as a candidate for settle- 
ment. Shortly after Nr. Allen's health broke down, 
and he took a long journey on horseback to the 
lhdicinal springs at Ballston, New York, return- 
Jtiglate in the summer with health still impaired. 
Finding, as  winter set in, that he could not f&l his 
engagement, lie requested and obtaiued a release 
from it. Accordingly, the committee sent for young 
Jose h Field, a graduate of Hamnrd in 1809, P still* pursuing his studies in theology, and after 
h e a b g  him a few Sundajs gave hin~ a call, which 
he accepted. He wns onlained February 1,1815, 
Prbident Kirkland, of Hnmanl College, preaching 
his ordillation sermon. bir. Allen and other fel- 
low-students rode over from Cambridge, though 
the mercury rns eight degrees below zero, to w i t  
ncsa the ceremony and to congratulate him on what 
they considered, and what proved to be, his good 
fortyne. The same day Professor Henry Wnre, Sr., 
rode from Cambridge to Lunenburg in an open 
sleigh, setting out, accompanied by his son a d  
eldest daughter, that bitter cold morning before 
daylight, reaching Lexington before sunrise, driv- 
ing r distance of some forty miles, arid preached 
the sermon at the ordination of David Damon at 
Luneuburg, returning to Cambridge the same day. 
Anen and Damon were college classmates of 
Edward Everett, all being members of the class of 
1811 at Harvnrd. 

Dr. Joseph Field was born in Boston, December 
8, 1788, fitted for college under Dr. Gardner, nnd 
pursued his tlieologicnl studies under Dr. Kirk- 
land. He served as chaplain in the army in 1812, 
in- -the 8d regiment of infantry. He was the 
first distinctly Unitnriau minister in Weston, and 
remnined at this post for fifty yenrs, till l86,i, 
when he resigned as active pestor, but, at tlie ear- 
nest request of hiu people, continued to be their 
senior pastor till his deatli, Xovember 9, 1860. 
He received tlie~honornry degm of Doctor of Di- 
vinity from his Alma Jlater in 1340. IIe was at 
one time n member of t l~e  Board of Overseers of 
Ilnmard College. IIc was greatly llol~orcd and loved 
bg his people, "and by a wide circle of friends, 

for his genial spirit anel 8miable d qnaliticr 
He wrote with ease ; his sermons we-re terse, clar, 
and compact; and in tlie day of his highest int& 
lectual v i g r  he was regarded in his own vicinitj 
aa among the hvorite preachers of 1k clenominatioa . . . . He was not a man to be ever forgotten b j  
those who knew him in his best daps." m e  semi- 
centennial of l h  settlement wns celebrate$ with 
appropriate ceremonies, and the proceedings, in- 
cluding his sermon on the ocarsioq, were pub 
lished. 

Rev. Dr. Edmund H. Senrs, born April 6,1810, 
graduated at Union College in 1834, and at  Cam- 
bridge Theological School in 1857, was the snc- 
cessor of Dr. Field. He was settled i n  Waylad, 
February 20,1838, removed to Lancaster, Decem- 
ber 23, 1840, and returned to I\'ajlru~d in 1818. 
In May, 1865, he was installed as colleague pastor 
with Dr. Field in Weston, where he remaiued until 
his death, January 16, 1876. His Inst, sick- 
began with a fall, October 19, lS74, while work- 
ing in his garden, by which he received, injuries 
from which he never recovered. He was dca most 

writer," and is widely known by his 
books, of which Th J'ourtk ~ O d ~ e i  & Har t  rl/ 
Cbrirt, is perhaps the most popular. The esqui- 
site poems, beginning, "Calm on the listening ear 
of night," and "It came upon the midnight clear," 
will be held as classics of our language, aud are 
"enough to make a poet's reputation." h'o 
stronger eulogy could be pronounced over u17 
man thnn is given by Dr. Chandler Itobbins in his 
commemoration sermon, in which he says be. je t  
speaks " by the memory of his lessons, by the 
force of his example, by the total i m p k o n  of 
his life, by the concentrated iduence of & c h -  

-acter." 
From the settlement of Mr. Willirms in 1709, 

to the deatli of Dr. Seam, a period of .one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven years, tliere have been only 
five ministem settled over thh ancient churci~, 
all of whom died here, where they so fajthfully 
toiled and lived, and now lie buried iu our grave- 
ysds, almost within a stone's throw of each other. 

The first Baptists in I V ~ t o n  begnn to  gather 
together in a smnll compny about 1776, meetillg 
at each other's houses, mutually encouraging and 
exliorting each other, when no preacher could be 
had, under the l e d  of Deacon Oliver Hwtings, 
r h o  wns baptized in Framingbm in 17701. Alanh 
29, 1781, four young men - Justin Hamn~on ,  
Samuel Train, Jr., Jnmes W n g s ,  and Jwepb 



SeRverns - aontracted to ere& and cover a fmne 
building thirty-one feet square. The building, 
tliougli unfinished, was first usd October 1,1784, 
and was finislled in 1788. July 14, 1789, a 
churcli of sixteen members au recognized by an 
ecclesiastical council. l'liey h.d no settled min- 
ister till January SO, 1811, when they united 
with 'the church iii Fnminglrrrm, and Rev. Charlea 
%in was ordained as pnstor of the Baptist 
Ch?rch of Christ in Weston and Pramingham. 
They separated, hlay 3, 1826, Mr. Tnin re- 
maining with the Earningham cliurch, the JVes- 
ton cliurch numbering at this time about, forty 
members. The p m e ~ ~ t  clmreb-building was ded- 
icated October 8, 1825. Jane 30, 1830, Rev. 
Timothy P. Ropes, a graduate of Waten-ille Col- 
lege in 1827, was ordained as pastor, and remained 
tliree years. Tlie parsonage mu erected from the 
material of tlie old church-building duriag the latter 
part of his stay. From small beginnincp the cliurch 
has grown to be the largest in the tom. Since 
Mr. b p e s  the successive pastors h ~ v e  bee11 : Rev. 
Josepli Hodges, Jr., a griduate of n'nterville Col- 
lege, 1860, settled in 1835, resigned in 1869 ; 
Rev. Oripn Crane, educated at Kenton Theologi- 
cal Semiliarj., settled in 1S40, resigned in 1854; 
Rev. Calvin H. Tol~liff, gndtuted at Brown Uni- 
versity, 1840, settled in ISM, resigned ill 1866 ; 
Rev. Luther G. hrret t ,  gnclnrted at Hawad GI -  
b e ,  1862, settled in 1867, +led in 1870 ; Rev. 
Alonzb F. lknson, settled in 1870, died July 15, 
1874; and Rev. Amos Harris, the present pastor, 
settled January 1, 1875. 

In 1798 a hlethodist mtxting-house -simply 
a boarded enclosure, with a platform for the 
preacher, and rough board n t s  - was put up in 
the north part of the tom, "about sisty rods 
nortl~east of the present Methodist Church, on the 
Lexington road. . . . . The circuit to whicli this 
chapel belonged comprised, besides t l~e  town of 
TVeshn, the towns of Neadbam, hlarlborough, 
Fnminghnrn, and Hopkinton; 'tlie \\-hole at f i r ~ t  
under the cliargc of one plaelicr, Rev. John L. 
Hill. ' Tlie 'nu~nbcr of pmchers was afterwards 
increased to tlirce. The first trustees of the Meth- 
odist ' Cliurcli of West011 m m  Abrnl~nm 13emis, 
Habskkuk Stmrns, Jonas h i s ,  John Tiles, and 
Daniel Stratton. Their puxmt cl~urcl~~building 
was erected ill 1835, and dd ic r td  in ltf29.'' By 
an act of the Genenl Court, approved by Governor 
Lincoln, February 28, 1839, the trustees of the 
First Methodist Episcopal Society in Weston were 

incorpmtcd. In 1833 this church consti- 
tuted a station, with a mguhrly appointed 
pmcl~er, Waltham and Lincoln being included 
in the station for a few years. %'nltlmm beoame 
an independent station in 1839, and took &way 
some rixtp members of the cliurch, reducing the 
~iumber of mkmbers to about eighty. 

A century ago there was tliouglit to be mom 
travel over the "great mad " from maltham 
through the middle of Wrton, -it being the 
post-road from Boston to New York, - than on 
any other, of equal dista~~ce from any capitol city, 
in tile Union. For many years this was the grclt 
tliorouglifare over whicli passed the supplies and 
manufactures sent in from the northern and west- 
em .wtions of New Englnnd to Boston. By the 
old meeting-house @ large drovea of cattle on 
their m y  to hionday's market at  Brighton h r g e  
teams transported several hundred thousand chaim 
annually to the city, and thousands of loads, pf all 
kinds of county produce. The number of inns i 
an index to the amount of tmve1,tlrrough the k n ,  
and of these there were four ui tlie group of houses 
that, straggling along both sides of the tad, 
constituted the "Rand Town " of enrly times. It 
was not until after the opening of the West Boston 
Bridge to Cambridge, and tlie Milldam bad, and 
the establishment of railroads, that this strerun of 
travel was diverted to other cbnnnels, and with 
the change the business of the taverns ceased to 
be profitable, and they were closed. 

J'ihen Washington visited the Eastern States in 
October, 1789, he lodged and breakfasted at the 
tavern of Captain John Flagg, where he wns called 
upon by seven1 prominent citizens. Here Qptain 
Fuller's company of horse met him, and escorted 
him tllrougl~ maltham and Watertom to am- 
bridge. 

October 25, 1765, the tom voted not to give 
any instructions to its representative to do any- 
tliing concerning the Stnmp Act, but later the 
people h q m e  fully aroused. " At a Neetipg of 
tlie Peol'le of Boston, and the neigllboring Toms, 
at tlie Old South hleeting-House in Boston, on 
Tuesday, December 14, 1773, and continued by 
acljjonni~neilt to Tliuday, lot11 of mid Month, 
occasioned by the perfidious Arts of our reatless . 
enemies, to render ineffectual the late Resolutions 
of tlie Body of the Pcwple, hlr. S;~murl Phillip 
Savage, a C;cntlcmm of the Town of Weston, was 
cl~osen llodentor." Samuel Hobbs, of JYeston, a 
farmer, and also a tanner and currier,by trade, rhib 
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working os a journeyman in the employ of Simeon 
Pratt, of Boxbury, joined the &mow party which, 
in disguise, threw overboard the tea in Boston 
Harbor. 
. Samuel Phillip h v n g e  owned and occupied nt 

$this time " t l ~  house shudieg on the Deacon Bige- 
low farm, ao called, in the north part of Weston, 
mar Daggett's corner." He was commissioned 
8 judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Middle- 
mx. County, November 2, 1776. He nlid Josiah 
Smith represe~~ted the torn in the Provir~cial Con- 
gaess held at  Concord, October 2, 1774. He was 
the president and nu active member of the hlassa- 
Bhpsstts board of war during the Revolution. 
- His father, Arthur Savage, married a daughter 
of Samuel Phillip, distinguished among book- 
sdlers in Boston otie hundred and eighty years 
ago. 'l'l~omas, tlie father of Arthur, was boni in 
1640, the eecoud child of Tl~omas Savage who 
emigrated. from England, nlid his wife, Faith, 
.daughter . of William and the famous Ann Hutch- 
-ihson.. . He married Elizabeth, daugliter of Jocrhua 
h t t o w ,  a merchant of Boston, and the author of 
two curious tracts in the latter part of tile seven- 
teenth century. . 
The growth of the town in population after its 

incorporation was very slow, but the farmera in- 
d in wealth and .prosperity. I t  has always 
been a fnrmitig town, and retains its primitive 
condition to n more marked degree tliaa any otlier 
within the same distance from Boston. A chair 
manufactory nnd a machine-shop are tlie only in- 
dustrial establisl~me~itv within its borders. Many 
of the farms, in whole or in part, remain in the 
psse!ssion of the original settlers. The schools 
have always been good, nnd a Ilea high-school 
honse has been erected, within tno yemn, at  a cost 
of .$15,000. There hns been but one store in the 
town for a portion of the last century. Two or three 
blacksmith-shops have been in the Zipliatu family for 
a hundred years. Exceptiag tlie old tavern. bars 
there has never been a dnm-shop in the town, nor 
an apothecnry shop, the pl~gsicians carrying their 
drugs and potions in tlieir saddle-bag. 

In  September, 1735, Fmr~cis Fulham, James 
Jones, aud Josiah Brewer, "in the names and 
behalf of tlie torn of Weston," made nnswer to 
the petition from John Fliut and others, of the 
north prt of tlie town, for n s e p ~ n t e  township, and 
claimed : " 1. Tllrt tlie said Toan of \Veston is 
but smnll, Tho' about Suven Alilcu in Leagth from 
North to South, yet scnrce Three hlilea wide in 

the Centre & in considerable pnrts not above bill 
so much, &. p a t  part of tlie L t d  ver? poor, mcLJ 
and bnrren not capable to be inhabited. That 
there are but about n hundred families in all, b- 
many of them in LOW Circuni&uces. 2. Thit 
tlie Said T o m  h t h  Intel? been a t  great Co& and 
Charges to build & finish a Decent Meeting h o w  
for the publick womhiy of God not only of snffi- 
cient Dimetlsions for the whole town, but i t  is noL 
near fild when assembled together and this Meet 
ing-liouw! stauds by tlie great R o d  & cu Survey- 
ors fiud by the h t t  within a few Bods of the 
Giltre of the Town. So that the Petitioners hare 
little mom Reason to camploin of the Distance or 
Difficulty than their Neighbors who live at the 
South End of the town. Tlmt the Petition afore 
said Takes from Westou near Twenty hnibea 
(tho' severall of them do not subscribe) % Soma 
of the best liviug in the town." Tbe remoo- 
stcants carried their point at this time, but nine 
teen years later, by the incorporation of Lincoln, 
April 19, 1751, \Veton lost 8 good slia of ib 
territory. 
" h lnrge part of the farm of Mr. A l o w  S. 

Fiske, iii t l ~  north part of the tom,  was conveped, 
October 1, 1673, to Lieutenant Katllan Fiske, hi 
direct ancestor, in whose family it has since then 
remained." 

"The honse of Mr. Oliver R. Bobbins, in tbe 
soutli part of the town, is supposed to k from ow. 
hulidred and fifty to two hundred p a r s  old, and 
is probably the oldest liouse in Weston." 

The residence of Mrs. A. H. Fiske was built in 
1753 by Mr. IVoodrard, the miuister, and occu- 
pied by him and his family. Two houses near tbe 
Weston station of the Fitchburg Railroad have 
been in the possession of the Hobbs family for 
many Jean. Next to one of. these - the house of 
Jlrs. Samuel Hobbs - was the old tan-yard, ar -  
ried on by members of this family for a century 
and n quarter. The busin- was given up, a d  
the tannery removed in 1863. 

4bmm Hems, in 1765, started a pottery on 
tlie site of the house opposite tlie present black- 
smith-shop, and for three generations his descend- 
ants camed on the manufacture of earthehwan 
at or near this plnce. His great-grandson, a few 
years ago, removed tlie business to Cambridge. 

In  the 9outliern part of the town is an old 
house, built probably in 1787, or earlier, standing 
upon the fnrm formerly owned by Jieutma~it- 
Governor Moses Gill, that has belonged succu- 



sively to Joseph Curtis of bxbnry,  Wnrd Nicholas 
Boylston, and John Quiucy Adarns, and is now 
owned by some of Nr. Adams's p e r a n d -  
children. 

In the southeasteru prt of the town, near the 
present residence of Mr. Frederick T. Bush, are 
still to be seen the remains of the foundation and 
cellar of one of the first houses built in the tom. 
I t  was without doubt built by Samuel Seaverns, ml~o 
was baptized in Watertown, November 28, 1656, 
and who married, December 20, 1699, Rebecca 
Strattos. His son Samuel, born July, 1706, used 
to tell his grandcl$ldn.n that when lie ans a boy, 
aud was sent by his father to get the Cora at night, 
he was accustomed to climb the trees and stumps 
and cautiously watch for Indians, before ventur- 
ing iuto the clearing. His great-grandson, Mr. 
IYdliam Seaverns, narrates this ii~citlent to the 
writer as he 11as bend it frequently toltl by his 
grandfather, Jmeph, sitting ill whose old rush- 
bottomed chair the writer pens this account. One 
corner of the residence of Mr. Busli can be traced 
back more than one bundred and fiftp gears, having 
been built probably by Samuel Seavems. Dr. 
Josiah Starr, of IYeston, was born in this house, 
and married (published October 6, 1702) to hbi- 
gail Up11nm. 111 l i 7 3  he wns the owlier of two 
slaves. This liouse was rc~nodelled in lS56 and 
in the walls was foluid a copper coin of the reig~i 
of George 11. 

Samuel Seaverns, born Octobcr 30,1779, was so 
bitterly o p p s d  to tlie pssagc of tlie Boston and 
Albaliy Railroad t11mugIi his farm, that for nearly 
forty years aftcr tile road was built he could not 
be persw~ded to enter the cars, and as tiley passed 
through his farm would tun] his head to avoid 
,wing them. Mr. Hale, superintendent of the 
road, once attempted iu vaiu to put liim aboard a 
truin. 

In 1753 one Prince Jonah, a slave of Abnliam 
Biglow, of IYcstou, found in Taltliam a leatl~er 
pockct-case, aith tickets of land i ~ i n g  in Gadner, 
Canada, east of Sortl~field, k l o n g i ~ ~ g  to Joe Wil- 
liams; also one dollar, one pistareeu, and two cop- 
pen, and an eu1l)ty money-bag. This was so 
extnodinarg an occurrelice that it was entercd 
upon tlie to\rn records, and there stands a wit- 
ness to the sterling honesty and i~itegrity of the 
fathe?. 

In,1773 sixteen slaves were owned in the town, 
a11d the number of polls was two hundred and 
eighteen. . , 

Io response to the ahnn, '"The British are com- 
ing ! " sounded from town to towu and from home 
to house, on tlie morning of April 19, 1776, 
" Capt. Samuel Lamson hastily forms his company 
from those who offer themselves for this emec- 
gency, amongwhom is Nr. n-oodsvnrd, who allows 
by this act thnt IR mans to put his ~~reacliing into 
practice." They started for Concord and joined in 
pursuing the retrenting regulars as far as I'i'est Cam- 
bridge. Tlie muster-roll of this compally is given 
in Lexington Alarms, Vol. SII. p. 170, headed by 
Samuel Lnmson as cmptain, Jonathan Fi&e md 
11atthew Hobbs, lieutenaub,. four sergeants, two 
corporals, a drummer, and ninety-three ptivates, -- 
a total of one hundred and three, nearlyone half of 
the number of polls in the town. The majority 
senred at this time for three days, some for two, 
and a few joined their comrade for one day. 

Captain Lams011 became major of the Middlesex 
regiment, under-the command of Colonel Eleazer 
Brooks, of Li~~coln. The Weston company w 
attached to this regiment, aith Jonathan Fiste 
promoted to the captait~cp, and was in the service 
at Dorchester Heights, TYhite Plains, Ticondemga, 
Crown Point, and other places, aud "was probably 
in the service till the close of the war." Natthew 
Hobbs was captain for a while, with two Liver- 
mores as lieutenants. The muster-rot1 shorn that 
Captain Fiske and fifty men ~erved five days in the 
public service "at ye Heights of Dorchester." - 

General B u p y n e  and liis army, while on their 
way to Cambridge as prisoners of war after their 
surrender, are said to have encamped oiu night 
aloilg tlie old stage road in Weston. Thew COII- 
vention troops, five thousand strong 'on the dap of 
their surrender at Sintoga, Odober 17, 1777, ' worn out by their long march, shoelea, footsom, 
and decimated by desertions along the route, must 
have been a motley array when they mched theh 
destination. 

That the t o m  had no sympathy for thoae of 
its citizens who were of Roroliet proclivities, in 
sl~onn by their vote of October 15, 1778, instruct- 
ing Mr. Joseph Roberts, their reprem~tatire, to 
use Iiis hest endravors in tlie Great and Gened 
Court to l~ave such laws made as may "prevent 
ya return of any of those persons into this Town 
or State who have sought and received protection 
from the British army." 

"In 17S7 a military organization in Weeton 
was chartered under tile name of the Cornpatry of 
Light Infantrj in Weston, which, under thin d 
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tho &ve names of Indeptndent 'Weston Cam- 
p y  and Weston Independent Liglrt Infantry, con- 
tinued till 31ay 13, 1831, n period of almost half a 
cedtary, when it was disbanded. I t  was nttached 
to 'no regiment, reporting oaly to tlie commander 
of the brigde." Its suaxssive cnptains were 
Abralram Biglow, Artemns Ward, Jr., T V f i m  
Hobbs, Alplreus Bigelow, Natlurn Fiske, Joshh 
Hasting, Isscu: IIobbs, Thomas Bigclow, Nathan 
Uphnm, Isnnc Cliilds, Isaac Train, Charles Stmt- 
ton, Henry Mobbs, Luther Herrington, bfnrshall 
Jo&s, Semll Fiske, and Elmore Russell. Tlie 
company attended the reception given to Genarnl 
Lafajette at Concord, Septeuber 2,1824, and wab 

especklly noticed by him. 
In tlre Constitutional Convention of 1788 the 

v o b '  of a majority-of the delegntes from Middle- 
wx County were given against the adoption of tlre 
Federal Constitution, seventeen delegates voting 
in hvor of tire adoption and twenty-five against. 
Ttrc delegates from Wrston were among those 
voting in tlie ailinnative. 

In the War of 1812 Weston was equally as 
d y  as in the Revolution, atid furnislied lrer pro- 
portion of met1 and means for the natio~~nl defence. 
Cooper Gaffieid, one of her soldiers in this mar, 
lived to be over one l~undred years old, and died 
the last day of the year 1875, in tlie poor-house, 
where he had spe~it tlie last thirty-six years of his 
life in old age nnd infirmity. 

With a popuhtiou of but 1,243 in 1860, the 
town furnislied for tile War of tlie Rebellio~i one 
hundred and thirty-one men, a littlc nbove ten per 
cent of the wlrole population, which mas n surplas 
of fifteen over and above all demnnds. Six were 
commissioned officers. The total amount of money 
appropriated and expended by tile town on account 
of the war, exclusive of stnte aid, was 8 12,528.90. 
In addition to this the citizens nised by subscrip 
tion for encoumgiag recruiting n11d the pnyment of 
bounties, $5,10S.95. Tile amount of state aid to 
eoldiers' families, mised and expended ill tlie town 
and repaid by the state, u-ns 32,355.66, mnking n 
total of $19,992.51, nenrly twenty per cent of tlie 
val~uttion of tlre town in 1860. 

'Ikelve men died in tlie service, and tlie bod- 
ies of those who could be found were brought 
hame; and buried at tlie expense of tile town. A 
memorial tablet, bearing t111.ir names, lrns bee11 

. placed in tlie public libri~ry of tlie tom. 
Tlie name of tlre town seclns to have l i d  its 

origin from its bciitg tlte most westerly precinct of 

the parent town, .&a the analogy of its neighbor, 
Newton. 

Weston lies aboat thirteen miles west of &- 
ton, upon the msteru side of tlie rnnge of hills that 
slope town& tlre Charles Biver and form itsvbasin, 
The ducnta  of the Chnrles drew the first settlen 
along i b  Lrtile margin and up through its vallep, 
and the same love of" 1kasant springs running 
like rivers through its body " drew them to TYaton, 
along tlre meadows of Cherry Brook, and the gen- 
tle slopes thnt rise from the two brooks that flow 
each side of the village and main street, and fonn 
tlie swell aloug which they built their early dwell- 
ing. 

Thi present size of the town is 10,967 acns, 
i~lcluding 80 acres in roads and 155 acres ia 
ponds, knving 10,192 acres of land by actual sur- 
vey. I t  measurea about five miles in length, 
north and south, by four east and west. I t  is in 
geriernl an uneven, and in some parts a bmken 
tract of h d ,  and high ledges of rock are found 
within its limits. h mnsidemble portion of the 
territory rkes above the level of the surrounding 
cou~rtry, aiid froin White's Hill, in tile soutlr- 
westerly part, an extensive view may be,<bad. 
Tl~e soil in the elevated and rocky parts of the 
town is in general a deep red, strong loam, veg 
favornble to the growth of fruit trees. There are 
some small tracts of level land, but of no consid- 
erable extent. Tlie bills are full of spring, and 
are very little subject to frost or drought. There 
are no stagnant waters, but several traats of 
meadow that abound aitli excellent peat. Not 
witllstnnding its rocky appearance, it contains a 
hrge a~nouiit of good land. 

To this day foxes am often seen in the torn; 
raccoons have beerr killed within two miles of Charla 
River; mink atill inhabit the brooks, and the 
abippor~ri l l  whistles his shrill note within sound 
of tlie city bells. 

Statidics show Weston "to be M healthy a spot 
as any in tlie h o \ m  world. - Pedraps. no p k  in 
New England could present fairer proof of the 
snlubrity of i b  air and situation," said Dr. Ken- 
dal, a generation ago. Tlie proportion of in- 
hnbitanb reaclring fourscore, and even ninety to 
one h u n d ~ d  years of age, is unlrsuiilly lnrge. The 
peaceful quiet of life within its borders conduces to 
longevity. 

Nonesuch Pond, on the line between Wbton 
and Nntick, is orle of tlie most benutiful in 
the couuty, and, accordirrg to trnditiolr, was d 



by Governor Winthrop. The scenery around it is 
very picturesque. Opposite tlie Stony Brook depot 
is a hill called Snake Hock, from tlre rattlesnakes 
which used to abouud at the foot of its precipitous 
western side. In the *face of this high rock is a 
l~orizor~tal cave, some twenty feet in depth, called 
the Devil's Den. In  this cave negro slaves con- 
cealed tlremselves in the summer of 1780, to avoid 
tlie draft. 

Some of the prominent citizens of the towndeserve 
more than a pnssir~g notice, from positions l~eld by 
tbem, from individul peculiarities, aud for other 
reasons. 

Captain Josh11 Jones, admitted a freeman April 
18,1690, was one of the original members a;ld one 
of the first deacons of \\'estol~ church. He d i d  
October 0, 1714. From Iris commanding the 
Farmers' company, the Farms received the name of 
" tlre preciuct of Lieutelmnt Jones's Company." 

His son JosiaB, also a captain, was elected dea- 
con, February 13, 1714 - 15, .as successor to his 
father, but be refused to accept. Abigail, the only 
danglrter of this son, became the secottd wife of 
Cololrel Ephcri~n 11-~llinms, of Keaton (father by 
his first wife of Ephruim \Villi;rms, the founder of 
Williams Collese), to tvhom she bore five chil- 
dren. Her diraghter Abigail married as her 
second llusband General Joseph D\\ight, of Great 
Barrington, by whom she had two children, tlle 
elder, Afary, marrjil~g Ilon. Theodore Sedgwiok, 
and.becoming the motlier of Thmclore, Henry, and 
Cliarles Sedgaicli, nll distinguished laayers, and of 
Catherine 11. Mgwick, tire eminently distinguished 
authoress. 

Isaac Jones, son of Captain James Jones, born 
September 29,1723, kept n tavern and store, but mas 
such a loyalist as to bring down upon himself the 
follo\ring denunciation from the \Vliig Convention 
of \Vorceskr County, held in 1775 : - 

"Rerolced, That it be earnestly recom~ncndcd to all tlle 
inlisbitnits.ol this couutp, not to. h?ve ally co~~~niercial 
lnmsactions milh I w c  Jones, hut to ailun his l~ouse nlld 
erson, and to tm7t him nit11 tllc conte~~lpt he desen.cs." 

Ile dicd in 1813. His taveni was probably t l~c  
one called tlre Golden B;111, rne~ltioncd by CIlarles 
11. Fiske, Esq., in his oration dcliverud in ITcston, 
J d y  4,' 1S7U? 

Josia11 Joues, serentl~ son of Colonel Elishn 
~oaes,' was bonr Kovcn~bcr 0, 1741. IIe studied 

1 One of, the best rmknninl nc1tl1- clt~livered on thnt mem- 
omblc day. The witrr  nrknow 1cdp-s his clcel~ indrltculn~s to 
it ill preprinp this rketch, and returns thoulis to Mr. Yiake for 
LL rwrtaj in allowing itr free o r  

medicine, and became r physician. He joined the 
British a m p  a t  Boston soon nfter the battle of 
I ~ x h g t o p ,  and war sent by Getrenl Gage to Nova 
Scotia for- supplies for the troop. He was m y  
tured on the pegsage, ntid committed by the Pro- 
vincial Congress to jail at  Concord. After a few 
months he was released. Ile again joined tlle 
Brit i~l~,  and was appointed to a jwition, in the 
commissary department. I n  1782 he settled at 
Sissibo, Nova Scotin, as rr lawjer. IIe obtained 
half-pay from the British government. Be  was 
6rst judge of the Court of Common Rleas of An- 
napolis Couuty for seven1 )ears. He died at 
A~rnapolis in 18A5. Hc was a my1 of ducation 
and ability. His property in Nils-sachusetts m 
confiscated. 

His brothers Elislls and Simon also &Id at 
Sissibo, Nova Scotia. The latter w a  a half-pay 
British officer. 

It rill  be acknowledged that Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Kendal's estimate of tile people of the town mtlst 
be a correct one ; Ire says : -" The inhabitnpts of 
the town are mostly industrious farmers, a claw, of 
men wlriclr, in n country like ours, merits tile high 
consideration and esteem of every other class. 
The chamcter of its inhabitants would not suffer 
by a comparisou with those of almost nny other 
town in the commonwealth, of na greater advan- 
tags." They have had some of the ablest men in 
New England as pzston of their churches, and the 
followit~g list of college graduates, lintives or mi- 
det~ts of the toan, unfortunately almost exclu- 
sively limited, by the menns of infonnatipn at 
hand, to those from Ilarvard College only, i~lcludea 
maliy names of which tlle commou\vealth is jnstly 
proud. 

Colonel William Williams, one of the first set- 
tlers of Pittsfield, was the eldest son of Rev. WiE 
liom IVilliams, boni i Weston, May 14; 1711, 
p d u a t d  at Harvard College tn 1729. '<He . 

\ms a joivial military man, and was very much 
diatin~nislrd in the l?rcncL nnd Indian wars. He 
l d d  tlre office of colonel in 175S, m d  wns in the 
mcmonble attack on Ticnnderop," on the 5th of 
July of that year, of whiclr he g r e  a thrillillg 
ncconnt in a letter to Dr. Thomas l\~illiam of 
Deerfield, dated July 1 1, 1755. He ans an emi- 
neut man, mucl~ beloved,~and 1va9 chief justice of 
the Court of Commoli Plcw in brkshire County. 
In 1771 he was a member of the General Court, 
among tllose friendly to the king, ccwho," ~p 
Hutclii~~sou, "in common times would llnve bnd 



grent weight on the other side ; but now, the great 
raperiority in number against them caused them to 
despair of success from their exertions, and in most 
ases they were inactive." He was afterwards a 
captain in the military service of the crown. He 
nu chosen chairman of the delegates from Pitts- 
hid to the Constitutional Co~ivention of 1779. 
He was the earliest recorded preserver of the old 
elm of PittsfielJ Commhl, saving it when a " atna',- 
tile'' from the axe of one of his lahorera when his 
ncirlmen were clearing'liis land. 
He w& married three times; fitat to Misa 

Miriam $yler, second to Miss iVells, and third to 
Hannah Dickinson. He died April 5, 1784, aged 
eigbty-three yean, and a monument to his memory 
starids in the new cemetery of Pittsfield. 

Nathan Fijke, born September 9, 1738, gradu- 
at& at Haward (!!liege in 1754, in the mme class 
with John Hancock. He received the houomry 
degree of D. D. iii 1792. He waa settled as the 
pastor of the Third Church ia Brookfi'eM, May 28, 
1758. He died November 24, 1799. His death 
was very sudden. He preached on the Sabbath 
from Proverbs iv. 18, "The path of the r ight  
eoas is PS the shining light," and died that night 
in his bed. " He was a critical and learned 
do la r ,  tliougli not a popular preacher." He 
wrote a number of papers for the bfnddachrrretk 
Spy, Marsndureltr ~llagazine, and The Phitan- 
LAropirt. He' published in 1775 a sermon on tlie 
&Ukncnt and Grows of BrooXffekE; in 1781, an 
oration oh the capture of Coruwallis; a volume 
of sermons in 1791 ; a Dudleian lecture in 1796 ; 
and the dlbral Xonilor appeared ill 1801 as a 
posthumous work. 

Daniel Jones, born July i25, 1740, fifth son of 
Colonel Elisha Jones, graduated at Harvard College 
in 1759. He was a lawyer and judge of the Court 
of Cornmor~ Piem at Hinsdale, New Hampshire, 
where he died Februhry 14, 1786. From his obit- 
d r y  in the Gktnbian Sentinel we learti tliat the 
attendants at his " funeral-solemnity " we* " enter- 
tained with those consolations which the best 
religion affords, in a pathetick prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Hubbard of Xortlifield, and an ingenious as 
well as affectionate discourse by tlie Rev. bit. Gay 
of Hinsdale, from these r o d s  : ' 0 Daniel, a mnn 
grwrtly beloved? He was libemlly educated, slid 
to the profession of the law, in wliicli 11e practised 
many years with fidelity, humanity, and reputation. 
Be-afterwads presided, with honor to himself and 
the county of Cheshire, in the Court of Common 

I 

Hem, remarkable for his impartiality and m p h  
despatch of business?' 

Yhineas TVhitney, born April 23, 1740, wm 
gmdunted at Harvanl College in 1759, was or- 
dained June 23, 1763, the,first settled miriister at 
Shirley, and continued in 0 t h  more than fifty 
years. His miuistry waa peaceful, harmonious, 
and prosprous. His only contreversy with his 
people was on the question of sola ry, which at hb 
ordillation was A06 131. 4d. Owing to the de- 
preciation of currency after the Revolutionary War 
began, this sum in paper currency was insafficipnt 
for his support. His request for more wss en- 
swered by tempomry aclditiottal grants, "and a 
metlid of equnliziug the salary by the price of 
grain." He maunged his acanty income M, care- 
fully, tliat he wns able to give his children a good 
educntion and lave  them some property. For 
the last eight or nine yenre of hia life he ms 
troubled with paralysis, and unable to fulfil the 
duties of his office. He died, December 13,1819, 
in his eightieth year. He wwa a amtee  of Grot011 
Academy from its foundation till his death., He 
was highly esteemed by tlie clergymen of his time, 
aud,,like most of them, wns liberal in hia vie-. 

Daniel Stimpson,born February 2,1731 -82, m 
gmdunted at Harvarcl College in 1759; he died 
July 20, 1768. 1 

Ephraim Woolson, born in Lexington, April 11, 
1740, was graduated nt IIarvatd College in 1760; 
he became a pliysician, nnd after a s ~ s s f u l  prac- 
tice of forty years in Hanover, New Hampshire, 
died in January, 1802. 

Samuel Savage, son of Samuel Phillips Savage, 
born in Boston, August 22, 1748, was gradaated 
at Harmrd College in 1766, received the degree 
of JInster of Arts in 1777, tliat of Doctor of Jiedi- 
cine in 1805, and was a fellow of tb blassshusetts 
bfedicd Society. He died at Barnstable, June 28, 
1831. 

Isaac Biglow, born May Z, 1750, gradaated at 
Harvard College in 1769 ; became a preacher; 
died May 2, 1777. 

Stephen Jones, born blarcli 5,1754, graduated at 
Harvanl College, 1775, pns a half-pny British 06- 
cer in the Kit~g's American D ~ o o n s .  He weat 
to Nova Scotia at the close of tlie war, and at his 
decense w a ~  the oldest magistrate of the conatj 
of Antupolis. He died at Weymouth, Nova 
Scotia, in 1830, aged seventy-six, and  as the last 
survivor of fourteen sons. His youngest brother, 
Clurles, entered IIarvard College during the Rev* 



lationary War, but did not gnduate. His father, 
Colonel Elisha Jones, was for many years a magis- 
tmte, colonel of a regiment of militia, and ruember 
of the Genernl Aqsembly. He died in Boston, Feb- 
ruary 13, 1775, aged sixty-Ax. " In  the many 
departments in which be acted, he emiuently showed 
the man of principle, virtue, etc." 

He mas the gmldson of Deacon Josiah Jones, 
m ~ d  occupied the old homestead of his father and 
grandfather. He married, January 1733 - 34, 
IInry Allen, by whom lie had fifteen children, - 
fourteen sons aud one daugl~ter. He was repre- 
sentative in 1754, 1756- 175S,176U- 1763,1775, 
1771. He was a Royalist, and peveral of his 
descendants imbibed his principles. 

Samuel \Vodward, eldest son of tlie Rev. Sam- 
uel TIToodaartl, second pastor of the chnrcil in 
Weston as already stated, born July 11, 1756, 
graduated at Harvard College in 17715; was a 
surgeon it1 the army in the Rerolutio~~ary War; 
afterwards settled at Xewburgh,Nea Yorli, as a pby- 
sicinu ; ' married in February, 1784; died March 29, 
1785, leaving an only son who died ill iufancy. 

Cyrus \Todwad, sistll cllild of Rev. Samuel 
7Todivard, was born May 12, 17G-1.; died Sep 
tember 10, 1782, while a Sophomore iu Harvard 
College. 

Abrallam Biglo\r, brother of Isaac (H. C. 1769), 
wns born September 18, 1762; graduated a t  IIar- 
vanl College in 1782, in the same class with Rev. 
Samuel Keudal; married, hlay 22,1785, Iicpzibah 
Jones, and settled in Cambridge, living in tlie l~ouse 
occupied, uutil recentl!., by Mr. JO~III Owen. Iie 
was tlie clcrli of tlie court of 3lidtlleser County. 
During the bvolutionary \Tar he let his servants 
live as usual, but pinched l~imself and family as 
closely as possible, avoiding the use of all luxuries 
of tlie table. 

Hon. Artemas Wnd,  born at Shrewsbury, Jan- 
uary 9, 17G2, son of JIajor-Gene~il Artemas \ V u d ,  
the first major-general in the army of the Revolu- 
tiou, gr;tduuted.at Hari7arJ College in 1783, set- 
tled nt \Yeston in the practice of the law, whcre he 
mahied Catharine Maria Dexter, December 18, 
1788. Ile represented the to\w in tlie Geaeral 
Court from 1797 to 1801. IIe rrn~oved to C?iarles- 
town; a~id  rubsequcntly to hston,  nllcre Ile prac- 
tised law, and was several years n member of the 
executive cou~~cil and of tlle 1egisl;iturp. He IVS 

eledctl and retlected to Congre~s. From 1320 to 
1839 be was cldef justice of the Court of C o ~ n m o ~ ~  
Pleas thmugl~out the state. IIe reaeivd, ill 1842, 

I the honorary degree of U. D. from his Alma Mater, 1 of wl~icl~ 11e was one of the o r e m r s  tl~irty-four pn 
I He was eminent as a hwvyqr, distinguished for his 
leaniillg and courtmy, respected on the bench, and 
esteemed in domestic and social life. He died at 
Boston, October 7, 18-1.7, in his eighty-sixth year. 

lY~addeus Fish, second sp11 of Jonathan and 
Abigail Fiske, mas born Juue 22,1783 ; was 6tted 
for collcge by Rev. Snmuel \\;owlward; gra(ruiated 
at Harvard College in 1785, in the same c l p  with 
Henry \Yare, Sr. He taught school for a shoe 
time in Lexington, returned to Cambridge, apd 
studied theology uuler Dr.. \\'igglesrorth, , t k n  
professor of divinity in the college. .He was' br- 
dained pastor of tlie church iu West Cambri* 
April 23, 1788, wl~icli position he held for forty 
yeairs, resigning April 23, IS%. His odinatiou 
sermon sm preached by his uncle, Rev. Dr. Nathan 
Fiske, of Bmkfield. In.lSZ1 he received t h  
honorary degree of D. D. from Columbia College, 
New York. He lived to see five succesaqrs or- 
dained over the society which he faithfully m e x l  
for so many years, three of whom died before him. 
He mched tlie ripe age of ninety-three, ependillg 
tile last few mouth of his life in Charlestown, 
aliere he died, November 14, 1855. He was, at 
the tirne of his death, the oldest clergyman in Mas- 
sachusetts. He occupted a seat on the board d 
overseers of Harvnrtl College for a period equal in 
length to that of his ministry. He  married Lucy 
Clilrk, daughter of Rev. Jonas Clark, of Lexington, 
and lived like otlrer country ministers till his sun 
died, in 1829, and left him a fortune. He published 
a Thanksgiving discourse in 1795 ; a discourse on, 
the twenty-first annivemry of llis settlement, 1809; 
and liis sermon at the close of his ministry, 1828. 

Ebenezer Starr, born August 24,17G8, grocluat4 
at Harvard College in 1789, in the mme clnsa with 
President John Thon~ton Kirkland; received t l k  
degree of M. D. in I825 ; settled in Newton Lower 
Falls in 1790, as a physician, where 11e died A* 
gust 24, 1S30. IIe was a member of the legisla- 
ture from 1515 to 1817, and a justice of the p e p .  
His fatiler, Dr. Josiah Stnrr,horil Sovember 3,1740, 
at Detlliapl, was edu~~ltcd for tlie medial prgfessio;, 
and settle11 in JTeston; occupier1 the IIOILV ad 
place no\v belonging to Frederick T. Busli, E,sq., iq 
tlic soutl~cast p ~ r t  of the town, and known aa 
"l3rool;side Far~n." He married Abigail U y b ,  
Kovember 26, 1702; died ill 1782. 

Silss ITilrren, born 31ay 11, 17G7, g d u a t d  at 
Ihrvanl College in 1705, a ~ d  engaged in teaching 
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for mved years. He m s  ordained p t o r  of a 
charoh a t  Jaclrson, IValdo Co., Jfnine, September 
16,1812, but owing to dissatisfaction nit11 l~ i s  views 
on tlie part of a portion of his people, 11e bcing a 
liberal of the old scl~ool, his pston~l~relation con- 
tinued only about ten yenlu. He contin~ied to re- 
rib iwthe tow11 tecrcbing ancl farming, while a strong 
conatitutio~~ prolonged his dr~ys and a cheerful tem- 
perament "sushi~ied him uuder tlie privations of 
straitened circumstances." He died Jn~iuory 7, 
1858, aged eighty-eight. 
Isaso Alleu, born October 31, 1771, was the 

yonngest of his fatl~er's family. Two of his broth- 
ars w r d  during the Revolutionary War, nnd one 
of them was engaged in the battle of Bunker Hill. 
At tbe age of thirteen he received an injury from r 
fall oh the ice which crippled him for life. IIe in- 
tended to lean1 the trade of a carpenter, but finding 
himself unable to endure bodily fatigue and labor, 
he turned liis attention to study. He entered Har- 
vard College after coming of age, and graduated 
in the class of 1798, liaviig ns clnssmntes Judge 
-Story, Bev. Dr. Chanmug, and Rev. Dr. Tuck- 
ennm. He studied theology with Rev. Samuel 
Kendd. In 1805 he received a unanimous call 
from the church in Bolton, indorsed by an almost 
uhanimous vote of the towu, to bxome minister of 
thnt town. He accepted, and was ordained JIarcll14, 
1804, Mr. Kenclnl preaching liis ordination sermon. 
Hd remailled in this charge forty yenn, being the 
a l e  pastor for thirty-nine Fears; and during this 
period hc ads prevented from preaching, on account 
6f indisposition, but one Su~~claj. 

During the lnst year of his life he had as col- 
league Rev. Richard S. Edes. He died March 18, 
1844, four days after the fortietl~ anniversary of 
hi settlement, in his seventy-third par .  He never 
mamed. Throughout liis ministry lie was chair- 
man of the school committee of the town. He was 
one of the most lionest and conscie~~tious of men, 
naturally a humorist, and. "would have been a 
favorite of the Speclafor.'' Being prese~it on one 
occasio~i when a number of cleq-men were dis- 

'cussing the question how sin came into the world, 
he tersely remarked, " When I find a herd of cattle 
in my corn, I never stop to find out 11o1v they got 
in, I go to work and drive them out." His earlier 
prenchiug was in f i s t  Sudbury, and he enjoyed 
telling liis expcrieuce there ns a candidate. " I  
came very near being settled tl~erc," he said, " n11(1 
there ans only o~le tl~ing that prevented." " \Veil, 
what waa that, Mr. Allen 3 " " IYIly, the people 

did n't want me." He left h t  property, amormting 
to over twenty thousand dollnn, to the church h 
liad wmcd so 10116 and loved so well. 

Isaac Fiske, boni Dece~nber 4, 1.778, was the 
youngest brother of Rev. Tl~nddeus Fiske, by whom 
he was fitted for IIawnrd College, where he mu- 
a t d  in 1708, in the snme class with J u d p  .Fay, 
who ms- his chum aad inti~nate friend, Joscpb 
Story, Villkm Elley Chnnning, and Sidney \Til- 
lard. He studied law in the office of Hon. Arte- 
mas Ward, then a prominent lawyer of '\Teston, 
and was admitted to tlie bar in 1801. Upon tbe 
removal of If r. IVad to Charltstom he succeeded 
to his large and lucrntive business. In 1817 he 
was appoint& by Governor Brooks r~gister of pro- 
bnte for bliddlesex County, wliich office lle succa- 
fully filled for thirty-four yenn, transacting all its 
varied business with p a t  nccurncy and deptch. 
He was removed from Iris p i t i o n  in 1851, in coo- 
sequence of a pliticnl cllrr~ig in tlre admiuistratioa 
of the goveniment of the state. He mpreseutd 
the town in the state legislnture in 1808, 101?, 
1815, and 181-I., and in 1830 tnu a member of the 
State Constitutionnl Convention. He was a justice 
of the Court of Sessions u ~ ~ t i l  that court was super- 
seded by the appointment of county comrnissibnen. 
He died in Cambridge, Marcli 11,1861, a t  tbc age 
of eighty-two. His a~~cestors and brothers were 
remnrkable for their longevity. 

Cl~arles Train, born January 7, 1783, ms 
graduated at Harvad College in 1805. He was 
tlie preceptor of Framingham Academy in 11308, 
and afterwards a trustee. January 30, 1811. be 
was ordained p t o r  of the Baptist Church iu We- 
ton nnd Frnmingliam, which office he held until t l ~  
churcl~es separated in ISM, after which he re- 
mained in Framinghnm till 1SS9. He was a rep 
resentntive to tlie state le@slature in 1838, and the 
seven folloivirig Fean, except 1837, " when by uay 
of rebuke, as be understood it, he n-as allowed to 
shy  nt home, for having preached two sermons on. 

*the subject of Tetnperance of a more stringent 
chnncter tl~an at that time suited the taste of the 
people." He was afterward a state aenntor. He 
wna the first to move in the plan of forming r legis- 
lative library, as well as in the more important 
matter of R revision of tlie laws relating to common 
scl~ools. IIe was active in procuring tlie charter 
for Aml~erst College. In  1535 he was injured by 
a fall, nnd for sixteen p n r s  following, till his de- 
cease, was never for a moment without pin.  He 
died Septe~r~bcr 17, 1849, aged sixty-air p m  



H e  nns keen, witty, courteous, and social ; a good 
guest and a genial host ; easy of speech, with a good 
fui~d of thouglit and nnecdote; on all practical 
cubjects eminently judicious ; and he devoted his 
life "to the advaacement, first of religion, next 
of learni~lg." His son, Charles It. Train (Brown 
Uriversity, 1537), has been district attorney for 
BLiddiesex County, a member of the governor's 
council, and attorney-general of the common- 
wealth. 

Benjamin Rand, born April 18, 1785, gradu- 
ated at H a r v d  College in 1809, ki the same class 
r i t h  Richard H. Dana. He was a geutleman of 
the highest eminence in legal attainment, and one 
of tlie most distinguished ~uembers of the Suffolk 
bar. He died in Boston, April 26, 1858, aged 
sixty-seven. Cllarles Sumner entered his office as 
a student, January 8, 1831. In- the autumn of 
the same pear hlr. Rand visited England, where he 
was well received by lawyers and judges. His 
partner, hlr. A. H. Fiske, remained in charge of 
t l ~ d r  office. He was " a lawyer having a large pmc- 
tice, but was distinguished rather for his grent 
learning and faithful atteutioil to the business of 
his elieuts, than for ally attractive forensic quali- 
ties." 

Alplieus 13igelow, born September 28, 1784, 
graduated at Harvard College ia 1810. He fitted 
f ~ r  college under Dr. Kendal ; studied lnw with 
Hon. Isaac Fiske, of \Veston, a~id Tyler Bigelo\v, 
of Watertown ; was admitted to tlie bar of tL 
Court of Common Pleas at the December term of 
1815, and to that of the Supreme Court at  the 
JIaroh term of 1817. He was a inember of tile 
House of Representatives in 1827 -28, and was 
for several pears cliairman of tlie selectmen of 
TYeston, and held other ~O\\II  offices. He was 
a thorougli musician, and the founder of the 
Pierinn Sodality, of Harvad College. Under the 
rule of the college requiring the n~usic a r r a n d  
for Commenceme~it to be first submitted to the 
presideat for approval, he, on one occnsion, ha~ided 
in several pieces of music, rhicli rcre duly a p  
proved, r i th one or two exceptions, and returned 1 

to him. The pieces were tnken in haste bp him 

Ebenezer Hobbs, Jr., born April a 17, 3704, 
graduated at  Harvarrl Collep in 1814, ,hsoing 
as classmates l\rilliam H. Pmcott, h j a m i n  A. 
Gould, Gamaliel Bradford, James Walker, and 
other notable alum~li. He took the degree of 
bl. D. in 1817,aud immediately settled is Wol- 
tham. He married, in 1819, Nary Derby,of Westotl. 
He was the chief agent of the Uoston Manufactur- 
ing Company for nearly forty years, and an 1 1 o n ~ d  
resident of the town. In the latter yearn of -his 
life lie contributed to tlie Sextinel and Free Prm 
seven1 interesting paper8 concer~ling the 1ocd:hb- 
tory of IValtllam, valuable and reliable by-l.eason 
of tlie fund of information at his command, a&- 
mulated during a residence of forty-five yeam in 
the town. He died, December 11, 1863, fmm an 
epileptic slioek iu the autumn of 1863. Two of 
his 8011s died young, while in college. . - 

Frederick Hobbs, son of Isaac Hobbs, Jr., wss 
.born February 2S, 1797, graduated at  Harvard 
College in the class of 1817, having George $Ban- 
croft, Caleb Cushing, and 0 t h  distinguished men 
as classmates. On his motlier's hide he was a 
lineal descendant of Rev; John Cotton, minister of 
t l ~  First Church in Boston, and as such dewendant 
was entitled to and receivd,while an undergraduate, 
benefits accruing from bequests to the iwtitution 
from the Cotton family. After graduating Le read 
law in the office of Daniel Webster, in Boston. 
In  -1820 he went to Eastport, Maine, o p e d  an 
office, and soon eutcred upon an extensive practice, 
gaining a lligll position at tile bar of Washington 
County. He was elected to various mmicipl 
offices in Eastport, and was sent to the legislatun 
one ya r .  He once received the Whig lloxnination 
for representative to Congress from the Enstern Zoo- 
pssional District, and received tlie solid vote sf 
liis party; but, it being in the minority in that 
district., he failed of all election. He removed to 
nangor in 1536, and became eminently successful in 
his profession, having up to the time of his last ill- 
ness more business ill the United States Court thou 
nliy prnctitioner east of the hennebec River. He 
was quaily prominent in the municipal affairs of 
liis adopted c i t ~ ,  was president of the Musical As- 

from the miscclla~ieons pile I!ing on his pinno, nnd 
tossed back to their place after the npproval, vhile 
lie went on with 11;s preparation of the Commence- 
ment muhc as lie 11nd planned it. 

Abral~nm Harringt011, born November 16,1790, 
gnduated at Hnrvanl in 1813. He died at Hop- 
kintoll, in August, 1828. 

sociation, nnd a great friend to  horticulture,.being 
nmollg the founders of the Bnngor Horticultuml 
Society, and for some time its president. " He 
was a good nnd useful citizen, of etern integrity, 
of 9trict honesty, and higl11.v exemplary in all his 
habits." In Febmary, 1849, while engged in m 
important case befoit the Suymme Court of A h  
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mchusetts, he was stricken down with a sudden 
attuck of bliridness am1 ddizziuess. Rnllring from 
this, be coatiuued his bbors for three years, until 
February, 1852, when he was attacked bj- prrtl~sis 
as he rras finitling a written a p l n e u t  to hr: deliv- 
ered before the Urlited States Court at \l-;tshing- 
too. During his kt illness he presented a rich 
silver mmmunian senice to the Unitarian Church 
where he worshipped, in Bangor. He died Octo- 
ber 10, 1854, a,d fifty-seven. 

.May Newell, of. Weston, entered Harrad  Col- 
lege in 1814, and remained two years, but did not 
gndaate- 

e Nathan Welby Fkke, born April 17, 1798, 
graduated at Dartmouth College in 1517, and 
ras a tutor then from 1818 to 1820; studied at 
Andover Theological Seminav, and in 1523 - 24 
spent a winter in Savannah, Georgia, in missionary 
labors ; was Professor of the Greek hnguage  and 
Likmture at Amherst College from 1824 to 1836, 
u h  116 was transferred to the chair of Intellectual 
and Moral Philosophy. He was "a man justly 
esteemed.for his eminent talents as well as his vir- 
tues." Speaking of him and his usocintes, Dr. H. 
B. Ebckett, at .the semi-centennial of Amberst 
College (1871), made use of these words: "The 
r p  is llemio that produces heroic men ; and it-waa 
these early trials of courng, faith, and disinterest- 

. edness, which gave us such cllnracters as tl~nse of 
Heman Humphrey, Edward Hitchcock, Sathan 
W. Fiske, and others. I account it ono of ,my 
gnatest obligations to the college that it gave me 
tbe benefit of the example and teaolli~rgs of such 
men. I can truthfully say that my remembrance 
of their disinterestedness, fidelitv, and self-denial 
has ever been among the best iuspiritions of my 
life." .He died in Jerusalem, May 27, 1847, 
while on a journey in Palestine for the recovery of 
his health, and his bpdy m s  buried in a ginall 
cemetery on bfount Zion, ncar the tomb of .the 
Psalmist David. Five years later Dr. IIackett, on 
his visit to Jemsnlem, made arrangements for the 
planting of two cypresses over tile gmve of Iris 
honored teacher and yell-beloved friend. A 
h t i n  epitaph, setting forth his cliamter in just 
terms, is illscribed upon his ton~bstone. IIe pub- 
lished a diaurial of Clasrical Liltralirre, based 
upon the German work of J. J. Escl~enburg, wit11 
large ndditions arid a supplementary volurne of 
plates, Pliilatlelphia, 1830 (fourth di t io~r 1843) ; 
also Yomg Peler'r Totir aronnri /he IPorbE, nnd 
.Slory of dl&; or, IIialory of Pitcairn'r Iuland. 

Bmdford h d l ,  born Nonmber 17, 1796, 
was graduated at Ifarvard College in 181s. Ilc 
studied law with Hoa. Jamcs PMcott, of Groton, 
three years; VPI admitted to tbe bar, arid r~tak 
lished himself in tbe practice of h b  profesiwr in 
Groton. He died July 8,1364 in Clit~tou, N..ISSI- 
chusetts. 

Elijah Bigelow, born  ovenk kc 3,1799, bmtl~er 
of Alpheus, gmduatd nt Hanard College in 1S19. 
.He died May 31, 1830. 

Henry Papson Ke~ldnl, jounged son of Bcv. 
Samuel Kendal by his second wife, waa born Jan- 
uary 51,1800 ; baptized as Payson, and aftcnranls 
had Henry prefixed to his name. He graduated at, 
Hanard College in 1820, and died in Weston, at the 
house of his motk,Februa ry 4, 1832. 

Charles Flagg, born April 25, 1799, gradunted 
at Hanard College in 1830. He became insane, orld 
was placed in the McLean h j l u m ,  December 3, 
18%5, iyhere he died August 26, 1832. 

Augustus Henry Fiske, ,born in Weston, &p- 
tember 19,1805, rrs fitted for college a t  Fr~mig- 
hnm Academy, and graduated at H a m a d  in 1525. 
He studied law a t  the Law ~el16ol in Cunbri*, 
and with his father, and established himdf in 
Boston, where he met with remarkable s u m z .  
He entered into a partnership with Be~ijarllir~ 
Bond, which continued until the death of the ht- 
ter. Charles Snmner was a student at their o6ce. 
"He mas a most thoroughly read lawyer, and LL 
practice was extensive, almost without a parallel in 
Boston." He married Miss Hannah R. Bradford, 
daughter of Gamaliel Bradford, by whom he h d  tell 

children. He died in Boston, March 22, 1865. 
Francis Gonrgas, of Weston, ~ 8 5  a member of 

the Freshman class at Hamnrd College in 1826. 
Samuel JVarren, of IVeston, took the degree of 

iU. D. at the Harvard Medical School in 1821). 
Josiah Quirrcy Loring, born in Boston, April 10, 

1311, aas fitted for college at the Bostori L t i n  
School ; entered Harvarcl College in 1825 ; left at 

the end of his Sophomore year, but rejoined his 
class at the beginning of the Senior year, and gnd- 
unted with them in 1820. He spent one jar i n  
the Lnw School; tried teaching and the m c r ~ n t ~ l c  
business, but finally removed to Weston, where he 
purcllnsed a farm, and engnged in agriculture the 
remainder of his life. He married Miss Chris- 
tian W. Renton, dauglrter of Dr. Peter Renton, of 
Boston. He died April 6, 1862. H e  doni~tetl .I 

fine set of the ancient classics and several ~ J E  

volumes to Harvard College Library. 



Andrew Fiske m s  a student at Hanard College 
from 1832 to lH34, but did not gmduate. 

Alpheus Hubbard Bigelow, of Weston, was' a 
member of tile Freshmaii class at  Harvard College 
i n  1834. 

James hlelledge Fla~?,  born April 18, 1817, 
graduated at Han-nrd College in the class of 1830. 
H e  received the degree of )I. A. in 185s. He was 
the inventor of a remarkable loorn by wliicli weav- 
in: could be done in an entirely diHerent manner 
from tlmt now in use. He had exhibited his loom 
to the leading cotton atid woollen manufact~~rers, 
and it liad received much attention. He was un- 
sucmsful in completi~rg negotiations for its mnnu- 
fncture, and becoming clespondeiit at his failure, 
lie committed suicide at Providence, December 18, 
1879. 

F n ~ i k  TTinthropDigeloa,so~iof Alplleus Bigelok, 
gmduvtecl at Harvard College in tlie class of 1854; 
receivetl tlie degrees of 31. A. and LL. U. in 1857. 
He is now living in Weston. 

Jolin Latvrence Slack was a m n n h r  of the 
Freshman md Sopilomore classes at Harvnrd Col- 
lege froin 1852 to 1854, but did not graduate. 

Cllarles. Henry Fiskc, eon of h. H. Fiske, Esq., 
born in Boston, October $6, 1840, graduated at 
Harvard College in tlie class of 1860. He then 
studied law in his fatller's office, arrd was admitted 
to the bar, December 6, 1864, aiid beg11 practice 
in Boston. After his father's death, in March, 
1865, he formed a prtiiersliip nitli Jo l~n  A. 
Loring, which coutinued two years. IIe is ~iow 
practising in Boston. 

Heury Slade Jlilton gnduated at Hanrad Col- 
lege in 1875 ; studied law at the Bostoii Univer- 
sity Law School, taking tile dezree of LL. B. in 
1876. He married at Weston, Kovember 7,1877, 
and is nos pnctisirig law in Boston. 

Jolin Luke Parkhurst, gmt-grandson of Deacon 
Jolm Parkhunt, born September 7, 1789, g d u -  

ated at Bromi Univemttp ia 181%; studied th& 
ology nt lludover Theological Semi~urg, ind ms 
licensed to pmcli by the Blendon As.miation, but* 
devoted his life to t & c l ~ i ~ i ~ .  l ie  died at Gorham, 
lfaine, May SO, 1850. 

Alfred \\'ellington Coote, born in Cnmbridgc, 
llugust 25, 1830, graduated at Harvnrd in 1852, 
and died August 3, of tlie snlne gear. He waa an 
earnest student, and gave grent promise of emi-. 
nence as an artist and musician. 

Daniel S. Lamson, boni in Boston, June Z, 18%8, 
was educated in France, and graduated from the 
Boyal College Bourbon in Paris, in 1846 ; passed 
one year in Hafind Lna Scdiool in 1852, two 
years ill .office of Soliier nnd Welch, and was ad- 
mitted to tlie bar in 1854, but never practised law. 
He waa appointed mnjor of tlie 16th Regiment 
hlassa~ll~set t~ Volunteer Infantry ifi 1860, and 
rns promoted in 1562 to lieutenant-colonel, com- 
mnndiiig regiment ; was discharged for disability 
in 1861, and has since resided in Weston. ' 

Edward Fiske, soh of Augustus El. Fiske; born 
in Concord, hfassnchusetts, September %, 1833, 
graduated at Harrard in 1853; studied law'rith 
his father, and prac t id  in Boston a few y&n; 
died in Weatoll, Jnnuav 31, 1870. 

George Fiske, brother of Edward, born Decem- 
ber 28, 1850, graduated at  Haward in 1873, and . . 
lives in Keston. 

Alldrew Fiske, another brother, born Jane 4, 
1854, gradunted at Haward in 1875, and at tb 
Dme Law School in 1878. He married, June %%, 
1878, Gertrude, daughter of Professor E. N. H o r n  
ford, of Cambridge. He studied law in the o5m 
of E. R. Hoar, Esq., i Boston, nnd ma admitted- 
to the bar, February 16, 1880. t 

Edmund Ilamilton Senrs, eon of Rev. Dr. E. 
H. Sears, was born April 20, 1853; gmdunted 
at Harvard iu 187.1, and is now teaching in Cali- ' 
f o r t h  



C L situatrd in tlr  
northeast lwrt of Uiddleser 
County, and is bounded south 

i 
by W oburn and Bu rlingto~~, 

. , west by BiUerica anrl Tewb. . . .' A;! - .cd - +- .+, 4+b  burp, north by Andover, and 
' ' I9  ' 7 . esst by Rendiug and Xortl~ 
.r; 2 d q  .:. 
L -..- _ ,  ,_ MI,~. I t  is sixteen mila - u ~ w : a  - - north from Boston, a ~ ~ d  the 
- / + -  - -s: - same distance wcst from Salem. 

T l ~ e  population in 1875 was eight hundred itnd 
eeveitty-nine. 
. The surface of Wilmington is not remarkably 
level, but pments several level plainv which pleas- 
antly contrnst with some hills of prominence and 
beauty. - And the placid Silver Lake should not 
be passed by. The s tra~~ger who visits it in sum- 
mer cannot fail to admire ib natural beauty. I t  
k situated in the northwest part of the tom,  and 
contains some thirty-five acres. Tlie cllamcter of 
t l ~ e  soil is not very generally .celebrated for its 
pmclucti~as; yet a large portion r i d  well reward 
judicious cultivation. 

T l~e  territory of Wilmington was nearly all brigi- 
nally i~~cluded-in the grant by the Ger~cnl Court 
to Charlestown, and was called "Charlestown Vil- 
lage." 

The purpose seemed to be to encourap agricul- 
tural.punuits; and tllus be the better able to in- 
duce settlers' of like faith and counge with the 
Alas~chusetts Colony to establish here 3 home 
fot~tl~emselves and children. And it is interest- 
ing to notice how soon this enterprise took sucl~ 
form as to induce the people in two Feam to 
apply to the Genenl Court for n char~ge of name 
from Charlestown Village to t l~at  of n townsltip 
called \Toburn, which change was successfully 
accomplished in 1042. Thus there was a tow11 
government and a churcll organized to t l~c  satisfac- 
tion of .those directly hterested. \ye cnn~~ot  fail 
to comprehend son~etl~iag of tile advantngcs, in 
those early times, of a speedy i~lcrmse of settlers 
rime aommon purpose was to subdue the howling 

L 

wildenless, and to plant and uphold ' the principles 
of the heroic little colony. Each new additio~~ to 
their numkr  must hnv; been hailed with peculiar 
joy, as affording strength and material protection 
to the settlemeat -in all perils and dar~gers rlrieh 
surrou~~ded them. The wild and unexplod  con- 
dition of the coantrp called for work and Lctiv- 
ity; the great obstacles to be met with were a 
conhntly menacing iu theit. nature as tb @re 
scope to the exercise of both courage and pm- 
dence. 

To this territory m.9 added a mmiw strip of 
land lying on the westerly side of M i n g ,  whit11 
was also enrly open to settlement.' The naloes 
given to particular locnlities as early as '165s m 
still refaitled, - as Goshen, Nod, Blaple-meadow 
B m k ,  b h n o n ,  and Ladder-Pole. The two last an 
extensive cedar swamps whicli still maintain their 
enrly siguification and vnlue. Maple-meadow Brook 
is the mairi branch of Ipswich River, which taka 
its rise i11 Burlington, and after entering Wilminij- 
ton tnkes a northenstedg course for about fire 
miles, when it enters North Rending. There are 
also five broob whose waters flow into this one 
from the west side; four of which each operate r 
mill for a portion of tlie year. 

T l~e  town, from its earliest settlement, has been 
a farmit~g community. I n d h  corn, rye, and oats 
were the staple crops, and were mised for the mar- 
ket and llorne consomption. These continued the 
farm products, year after year, from 1660, the date 
of some of tlie earliest permanent settlers, for wart! 
a century. 

In  tlie yenr 1706 five Indians from a party who 
had attncked Dunstable ventured down to tliis 
tor11 and attncked the family of John Harnda~, 
who occupied a small cottage in the northwester1.v 
part of Reading, now in the limits of IVilrnin&o~r. 
The house stood in a pasture some sixty rods south  
of the road from Samuel Gowing's to the cehtre of 
IYilniington. The lnnd is now owned by Willi~t~~ 
Bard, and the old cellar and well may be st111 
seen. 



The attack was made in the niglit, Mr. Hamden 
himsclf being absent, having left his wife and eight 
children at home. The 111dians forced an entrance 
into tile house, and killed Birs. Hnrnden and three 
of the cliildre~i. The others hid klrind a large 
rock near by, which is now known as 1iidia11 Bock. 
I t  is mid these children were f o u ~ ~ d  and carried 
away, but were recovered by a pursuing party of 
whites. 

I t  is claimed that the provocation for the above 
brutal massacre was as follows: A man with his 
team was coming up tlie main mid from I\-obun~, 
which n i ~ ~ d s  its ray between two high hills, when, 
in die darklieits of the evening, he drove over a 
drunken squaw, who was in the 'road. In the 
morning she was found dead. Thc Indians then 
attempted to pursue the track for some distance, 
mid finally, through a mistnke, mnde the assault 
upon an innocent and unsur(pting family, - 
hence the name of Squaw Pond. 

In these and uumerous other hardships dqring 
tlie period we are considering, it is refreshing to 
uotice the courage and heroism tvl~ich ennbled the 
people to surmount obstacles, and secure that cle- 
gree of prosperity which induced them to put forth 
efforts in ail orderly manner for securing to them- 
selves aid posterity invaluable privileges. 

In like manner the tyranny of the mother coun- 
try, which brought on the Revolutio~iary War, was 
met and resistetl with patriotic ardor rind deter- 
mination. Wilmington in that strumle was up 
to the exigency of tlie hour, and ho~~ombly took 
her slum of tlie bunlen. A colnpany of men was 
hcre enlisted, under the command of Cnptai~r John 
Haniden, whose name \vas a guaranty of valor nnd 
suc~x?ss. Colonel Henry Hamden, a descendant 
from a brar~ch of the captain's family, and a native 
of Wilmington, rendered disti~~guished service at 
the head of a 1Yiscollsin regiment in the War of the 
Rebellion. 

The people living in the northerly part of T o -  
bum, feeling tlie great inconvenience in attending 
public worship, especially in winter, they being 
situated nenrl~ or quitc seven miles from tlie meet- 
ing-house, in 1725 began to seek a remedy, and 
after repated efforts and tlefents succeedd in 1 
attaining their object. 

n'ovqmber 26, 1729, was presented to the Gen- 
era1 Court the petitio~~ of Daniel Peirce, Ik~~jnmin 
Harnden, aid Samuel Walker, - n committee np- I 

. pintetl by hundry i~ihabitnnts of the north part of ; 

ti113 forth the difficulties they were under by reason 
of their remoteness from the places of p~iblic aor- 
ship in their respective towns, and praying that 
they might be set off a d  constituted a distinct 
township. 

This petition met with a favorable reception, and 
after previous ~~otice to all pirties in interest, the 
committee prso~ially viewed the luids described, 
and reported, "That it is highly t L t  
tlie Prayer of tlie petitionere be granted." 

The act of incorpo~tion, passed September 17, 
1780, defines the hounclaries, and declares the 
lands clwribecl to be a sepratc to\m by the name 
of \\'ilmi~~gton. I t  also co~itains the folloanig 

I requirement: " Aud the bdinbitnnts of the Mid 
Town of Wilmi~~gton are I~reby required within 
the space of three years from tlie publiciition of 
this act, to procure 8 settle a Leanied Orthodox 
Iiinister of good con\?ersation, and make provision . 
for his comfortable & honorable eupport, & a h  
with convenient sped erect & flimisll a suitable & 
convenie~it house for the Publick \Tomhip of God 
in said To\vti; arid the said Town of 7\rilmington 
is hereby accodi~~gly endowed S: vested wit11 all 
the Powers, Privile,~, Immunitia S: Advantages 
which other Towlls in the Province by Law have 
& enjoy." 

In compliance with the foregoing, tlie inhabi- 
tants of tlie new town erected their first meeting- 
house iti 1752. The church was orgnnized with 
seventeen male me~nbers, October 44, 1758, a~id  
Mr. James Vanley was ordnined its lhistor on the 
same day. Mr. Varney was born at Boston, Au- 
gust 8, 1706, graduated at Harvard Collegb in 
1725, a~itl ims dismissed April 5,1739, on account 
of infirm liealtli. The next minister, Rev. Imac 
31orrill) rns orhined bIay 20,1741,and continued 
here in the relntio~~ of pastor until his death, which 
occurr~d Aup~s t  17, 1798, at the age of seventy- 
six years. I t  is evident that he \ms a man devoted 
to his high calling, nnd iabored to promote tbe 
spiritual and ternponl good of his people. Them 
was scarcely a year during liis long ministry that 
did not bring in additions to the church. Ile ac- 
tirely identified himself with the interests pf the 
jwople, in timrs of war and pence. In the French 
War of 1758 lie served as c11nplni11 n ith such . 
patriotic devotion as to make his esamlde stronprly 
felt, frequcntly preaching two sermons on tile Sorb- 
bath, as we learn frmn the dia~? of a soldier in 
thnt cxpdition. There were several men from 

Woburn and tlie westerly p r t  of b d i n g ,  - set- ; Tvilmingtou wlro wwed ill that war, but theenrun- 
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ber is not known. In  the same diary it is stated 
. that Captain Ebenezer Jones, from Wilmington, 

with fourteen other soldiers, wns killed -in an en- 
gagement; and the writer ndds, '' They were all 
hurried in one grave aid 31r. Jlnrrill made a 
prayek, a~ld it was a solmnfunmG.?. bfr. bfor- 
rill, having been paid in silver dollnrs on his return, 
caused a sufficient number of them to be wronglrt 
into a t a n h d ,  which trns used at  the communion 
service of his church for mnrly yean. 

* This ministry of more than hnlf a century was 
Arked Gth grent cllangcs to the-town and country. 
!he savage beasts dimppead. The last wild bear 
killed in this vicinity was shot by Epl~raim Buck 
in August, 1760, from beneath the bnnclles of an 
ancient oak, nowstnndiug nenrthe road lending from 
Wilmitigton Centre to the east part of the town, 
a t  the edge of the meadow. This event took place 
on m estate which has been held in the Buck family 
since 1685, and is now owned by Mr. Benjamin 
Buck, a gmndson of Ephraim, who still has t h  
identicat gun that did so good execution in the 
band of his grnndfather. 

The next minister w s  Rev. Fmgrace Baynolds, 
who came to IYilmi~~gton when a young man, r e p  
m n t i n g  the "Emmons achool of theology." The 
first council called to examine ond,'if deemed ex- 
pedient, to ordnin him, was equally divided, six 
voting in favor and six n g i ~ ~ s t  it. I t  was then 
dissolved, but he was odnined by a second council, 
October 29, 1795. His ministry was marked by 
an '*mest faith which endeared him to the church 
and sectired the genernl respect of the people. Tb 
next ycnr there were nine members added to the 
church. 111 1813 a new meeting-house was erected, 
after 'the style of architecture of thnt day. Mr. 
Baynolds was grently interested in the education 
of the young, and in favor of progressive move- 
menta. I t  may be stated that he was one of the 
fea clergy'men who were present at the prelimisiarp 
meetings held in Andover for deliberntion on what 
afterwnrd developed into the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign blissions. His pstornl 
relation with his church termitiated June 9, 1830. 
He continued to, prench for serernl years, his last 
field of service being in Leverett, Jlasschusetts. 
At the close of his ministry tl~ere he retunled to 
Wilmington, and remni~~ecl liere to the time of his 
dmth, which occurred December 6, 1855, nt the 
age of eighty-eight years. 

The fourth ~ninister, Rev. Frn11ci.9 Nomood, mu 
' inatalM Xny 18, 1831, and was dismissed Octo- 

ber 25, 184%. His ministry tended greatly to t k  
enlargement of the church. 

111 1840 a new religious interest was commutcsd 
under the direction of the Free-will Hnpt i t  denom; 
nation, with such encuurngme~~t as I d  to tba 
organization of a church and the building of r 
meeting-house in 1841. This church for wvenl 
yean was pri11cipUy under the care of Elder John 
31. Durgin. He was a genial man, a ~ d  e a d y  
engaged in his work, and wns instrumental in 
doing much good .to his people ; but removals, 
deaths, and other causes so diminished their num- 
ber thnt the organization was given ,up, and the 
meeting-how sold to the tom. It is now used 
for tom purpo.~. 

The fifth minister, Bev. Barnabas 11. Fay, ru 
installed April 23, 1845, and was clismissed July 30, 
1850. The sixth, Rev. Joseph E. Swallow, yg 
installed blerch 26,1851, and was d b k e d  Janu- 
ary 1, 1856. 

In  1854 a convenient and approved pamnage 
was bought by private subscription a ~ d  donated 
to the societi for the use of the pastor. Mr. S-1- 
low was succeeded by Rev. Samuel H. Tolmm, 
who was ordeiued August 14, 1856, and was dis- 
mimed June 7, 1870. Tlie buruing of tbe me+ 
ing-house occurred during his tempomy a& 
in February, 1864. His Libors, incident to the rr- 
building end furnishing of the present house of 
worsl~ip, when considered ill connection with tlie 
purpose nud spirit of l~is  ministry, will keep his 
memory in grnteful remembrance. The eighth min- 
ister was Bev. Benjamin A. Bobie, a110 aas instplld 
April 13,1871, di9mi.d April 9,1873, and is nor 
at Groton. Rev. S. S. Bfatl~ens was ordained Octo- 
ber 23, 1874, dismissed October 29, 1875, d 
is now settled at Jamnicrr Plain. 

The present and tenth pastor, Rev. Daniel P. 
Noyes, wns installed October 11, 1877. The prt  
thnt Wilmington was permitted to take iu the llour 
of the country's peril, in 1861, shows the same 
spirit thnt clurracterized the cities u ~ d  t o m  of 
bfnssnchustts, eepecinlly those of old Middlesex 
County. The number of men fun~islled from all 
sources wns ninety. From the number of her om 
honored citizens, eight mrt a soldier's death. 

In the early times a tan-yard was established in 
the north port of the toall, where the farmers wen 
accustomed to take the skins of their s l aug l~ ted  mi- 
mals to be converted into lenther for their o m  use. 
Ant1 when this was done, the sl~oemaker r . ~  in- 
vited to mnke his annual visit, and bring hb tooh 



for the purpose of " shoeing the family." If an 
exact " fit " was not obtained, it was compensated 
for by a durability that might instruct the present 
age. Fmm the hand-loom were fmiehed the 
articles of clothing. 

I n  1764 a mill was owned and used by Snmuel 
Jaques for the purpose of crushing conlstalks and 
pmsing out tile juice, which was converted hito 
sugar. How far this was successful we have no 
means of kndwing. This early errterpriseis charac- 
teristic of Jaqiies' nulnerous descesdants, among 
whom may be meutioaed the late Snmuel Jaques, 
of Somerviile, a110 m9as a native of JJ7ilmington. 
He was for many gears nn inspector of hops, also 
a divtinguisl~ed breeder of horses and cattle. He 
owred and lived during tile latter part of his life 
on the well-known Tell H ~ l l s  Farm, in Somer- 
ville. 

During tire last fifty years of tile past century 
the cultivation of hops began to engage tile atten- 
tion of the people here, and was soon so perfected 
as to demonstrate tliat, wit11 requisite care, they 
could be successfully growl1 in JTilmington. As tile 
demancl for tl~is production increawd, the growere 
prospered to such an estent that there ms scarcely a 
farther iu tile town who l~nd  rot a hop-gad, to aliich 
Iie'gave attenti011 as beiirg llis principal source of 
income aud ultimate ~vealtl~. 

Tile high prices and ready money received for 
hop3 soon attracted gc-neril notice, mid tlie Iiop 
kver became epidemic. The people of t l ~ e  iieigh- 
boriug tonrlls were soon applying here for hop- 
mo!s, whicl~ for a time was another source of 
profit to tlie producers. The business was cou- 
tinued, and carried on to such an extent liere that 
tile place was 1011g called Hoyto\rn. At leligth the 
culture bmunc so esteurively i~~troduced into 
the Xew England Shtes nnd Kew Yort tllot tlie 
production grentlg exceeded the demnlid, a ~ ~ d  the 
price \vent do\vn from t~scnty-five to four crnts per 
pomtrl, so that for tire lost fifty y a r s  tliis busines 
 ha^ been almost entirely given up. 

JVe Iieve allutlud to tile estel~sire mendo\rs in 
11-illhiagton. Some of tlleln llave long been cele- 
b~i tcd  for their sl)ontaneo~ls production of m n -  
berries, ~ ~ l ~ i c l ~  had littlv or no market value previous 
to 1790, ns we l rnn~ by an article from tile pen of 
Janle? I\-.rlkcr, of Fr!.clburg, lCaine, \vlio \\.a9 born 
in J\-\-ll~l~iagtoti, J;lnnary 9, 1772. IIe elwaks of 
some Cxpcrienced' ~narkctrnel~ of Kortl~ \Yoburn, 
wlio in 1795 carried solne six buel~ela of tile tempt- 
ing fruit to 13oston, but could find no one to buv. 

After trying-in vain until sundown the berry mer- 
chants went quietlj- down to the dock, tllrea their 
berries into the water, and went home. Ee a h  
relates that when a htl he took llslf a bushel ri* 
him to Boston, and otfered the berries for sale, bu$ 
no one would buy, until n t  length he went into-. 
shop kept by a woman, who offered eightpence +I 
barter. 

Bir. Walker's article continues : In 1790 I lmd 
two brotllers living in Duxbury who were interested 
in Kavigation ; they owned .a doop of some sixty 
tons burden, aud clinrtered her for hltimore. 1 q e  
Captain was from some town on Cape Cod, a middle 
nged man r h o  seemed to uuderstaud his business, 
and learning t l~at  tilere were cranberries in Wil- 
mington, applied to us to buy the fruit. Hnving 
a brother older t l~an myself a t  home, we gave wit 
word that we would buy cranberries at twenty 
cents per bushel. The people tl~ought i t  rather 
lor,  but they gatbered and brougl~t them in a t  th# 
price, until we were obliged to stop bu~ing. A d  
when they were ready to take tliem on board, we 
had two four-os teams fully loaded with cranber- 
ries. The vessel went, and mnde a good voyage of 
it. And from tllis single shipment grew tbe im- 
mense trnde and culture of cranberries." . . , 

The planti~~g mill rearirlg of apple-trees af the 
native kind received attention during t l ~  last 
tury, for the purpose mni~ily of making cider., If 
we can rely on tlie testimony tliat comes d o n  to 
us, tlie trees of thnt period were not only greatq 
bearers, but vast1.v more hardy and 101lg-lived than 
nny we have hiown for tile last fifty years. &, h 
also well known that in this nltuml fruit there WM 

found a great variety in reqmt to flavor, size, and 
quality. Tile celebrated Birldaiu apple .furnisher 
an instance. Tile original tree was found a d  
stood on land owned by James Buttem, in the 
soutl~ pnrt of I\-~lmiugton, and early attrack$ 
some attention,- so inuch ss that it was given the 
distinct name of IToodpecker, by renpou of $8 

being mucli visited by b ids  of that species. Colct 
riel Ilonmmi 13aldtrin, of JYobuni, rllo owned land 
near tltis tree, fortu~lntely hcnme interested ip the 
p ro l~p t ion  of this variety of fruit, for which pus- 
1'0% he freque~rtlp cut scions from this tree, mith 
such success ns to prefix his ilame to the Bnldwin 
apple. 

In  1708 Captain Joseph Bond, a practiml baker, 
came to WiImiagton and established a bakery. All 
the surroundiug t oms  and country were open to 
llim for a market. Tile buaiucss wps rqemfully 



510 EISTORY .OF MiDDU2T.E" COUNTY. 

p a d ,  m a way that -red public favor and 
ptronnge. After some time Iih son, Joseph Bond, 
Jr., ,took the bu$nes, the father still co~rtinuing 
to ovemee the bnkery. This hrgely extaldetl the 
business, and m d e  lively work for tenms nnd 
breaddrivers. %'hen Mc Bond was ready to re- 
tire from business, it must have been gmtifying to 
him to know that his sons were able to carry it 
formrd, and tnke a pem~ml interest in maintain- 
ing the high reptotion that " Bond's crnckers" had 
attained through the exertions of their fnther ind 
grandlather. The business, thus descended to the 
third genemtion, was carried on aud gmitly ex- 
tended by the introductioli of improved madiiery, 
m that the magnitude of the establishment in all 
business relations mnde its destructio~i by fire, in 
February, 1864, and t l ~  removal of the business 
to lBoaton, a heavy blow to Wilmington. 

Messn. Perry, Cutler, and .Company erected at 
North Wilmington a spacious tannery, which went 
into operation in July, 1872. Both tanning and 
eurr).ing are successfully carrid on. The estab- 
lishment employs forty-five men. 

Within a few years the Boston Union Ice Com- 
pnny have utilized Silver Lake by erecting spacious 
h o r n  for the storage of ice, which enables them 
to transport annually hrge quantities to Boston by 
tin Boston aud Losell Railroad. 
The old Middlesex Canal, coml~leted in 1803, 

nss the great public enterprise of its day. I t  aas 
f'ombly located as respects Wimington, enteriug 
the western border of the town and passing one 
mile west of the Centre, to where it entered IV- 
barn, r distatice of about five miles. I t  had two 
locks. in the town, about one mile apart. Each 
had a commdious house for the entertainment of 
boatmen. It ass of much advantage tathe people 
in transporting wood and lumber to Boston, and 
gave to the town a business-like appearance. Its 
gnatest drawback was its leakage, whereby a large 
area of meadow and swamp h& were greatly in- 

. jured by excess of flowage. 
The Boston and Lowell Rqilrod went into opera- 

.tion in 1835. Foar and a. hnlf miles of its line 
are within tile limits of the town. The station is 
one mile soatli from the centre of t l~e town. The 
Iawrence branch railload runs for two and one 
hnlf miles in Wilmington, connecting with the 
Lowell line at the above-named stittion. 

The Boston and Maine Railroad has four miles 
of tmck in Wilmington, its station being one mile 
north of the Centn. 

The Salem and LoneU h i  travenea tbe 
north part of tlie torn. 

The people of Wilmington e n j g  the benefit d 
n well-dected libmry of otle tliousn~~d volumes. 
In 1874 tliere was fonned a Farmers' and BIecIurn. 
ics' Clab, whicli now more tlmn maintains its or& 
nal vigor a ~ d  interest,. The town has two post- 
offices, one near the station of the Boston and 
Lowell Railroad, and one at the Boston and Maine 
Railrod station. 

IVilmington, in the outset of her career as a tom, 
had the school-house!, the sclioolmaster, and such 
books and appliances as those early times demanded 
and supplied, in use. 

Whilst the too meagre ncords of tbat day do 
not give those details which grow more and more 
valuable, it is evident that in tlie earlier days of 
Wilmington she h d  four schools. The north, 
cnlled Nod, the east, called City, the south, knorn 
as Butters Bow, the rest, as Goshen, are namu 
retnined to tliis day. 

Not till 1840 did tla Centre have a school-how, 
her children being quite cosmopolitan as regarded 
school. 

In the summer the mistrem bore rule in these 
schools; in winter the master, " born to mk," 
held sway. Here the undergduate of Hanard 
was glad to teach, and later the teachers' depart- 
ment of Phillips Academy sent from its ranks 
several " to pour fresh instruction " o'er the minds 
of the youth of TVilmi~tgton. Of those native to 
the town we find tile Blaiichnrds, the Bucks, the 
Burnaps, the Carters, the Eameses, the Jaqueses, 
the Thompsons, the Walkers, and others. 

If the amount raised for eclucntion has been ku, 
pro mta, in tliis town, than in some others in Old 
IkIiddlesex, it is at last  safe to say t i s t  in none 
of them has tlie expenditure yielded better refnrns 
than in IVilmington. 

Though never hnving had academic advantages, 
Wilmington has done thnt which, in some respects, 
brings b d e r  culture ; she has sent out her sons 
and daughters freely (means and numbers consid- 
ered) to other plncea where these privileges ex- 
isted. 

On the first catalogue of Phillip are the nunes 
of IVilmington boys, and so on, through the years, 
even till now. 4 

The "Old Bmdford" shows the names of r 
goodly number of Wilmington's sons and daugh- 
ters on her lists. 

Wilmiagton supports a high school by her own 

- 



free choice. This act is the more to be praised, 
as i t  wrrs not demanded by the law d the common- 
wealth, the population ilever having. exceeded the 
requisite number. Although acted on each year, 
the vote establishing the school is still sustained, 
and a good high-school is in successful opentiou. 
- ' Besides the high school, which is accommodated 

in the town-louse, there am five other achook in 
the tom. 

Tlie emineut men born in Wilmington are Timo- 
thy Walker, LL D., celebrated as a jurist, who 
d e d  at Cincinnati, Ohio, and his brother, Sars 
Cook Walker, the distinguished mathematician and 
retronomer. 

m HE town of Winchester is in the 
easterly section of Bliddlesex 1: County, eiglit miles northwest 

,& . of Boston by tlie Boston and 
+:f h e l l  Railroad, wliicli here - sends off bnnches to \Toburn *yr .:, , and Stoneliam. Its form is tri- 

angular, and it is bounded on * the nortli and northwest by 
(rcc;l .-- TVobuni, on tlie east by Stone- 

ham' and biedfonl, on tlie soutli by hledford and 
Arlinyton, and soutliwest by Lexington. 

A11 of tliis territory was a pnrt of a grant of land 
made to Charlestown in the p r  1640 by the Gem 
era1 Court of hfassachusetts. The portion for- 
merly called South Woburn was ceded to TVobnm 
with the remainder of thnt town in 1642. I t  
in tliis quarter probably that tlie first dwelling- 
liouse i the town of TVoburn was erected by Dea- 
con Edward Convers. He came over from England 
Zo this country in 1690, settled in Cliarlestown, and 
removed to Woburn in 1642. His place of busi- 
ness was at the mill called by his name (near Whit- 
ney's), and there and in that vicinity several of his 
numeroud' posterity continued to dwell for many 
years. He was quite a prominent man in public 
if~ai'is, and deacon of the First Congregational 
Cliurcli in Woburn until his dentli, August 10, 
1603, at tlie age of seventy-three years. Among 
his' desce~idnnts there have been and &ill are in- 
dividuals liiglily honored and respected. 

Rev. 7alinrinh Svames, the progenitor of those 
who write tlieir mmes in the manner indicated, 
come over to tliis r~untrp with liis wife and seven 
children in bptember, 1634, from 'Bedfordahire, 

fourteen miles northnest from Lmudon. He rct 
tled in Charlestown, and wns the minister them 
h m  1634 until his death in 1671, During h b  
lifetime the t o m  of Charletown voted to give to 
him a tract of three hundred acres of land extend- . 
ing from tile north end of Medforda Pond to Chs 
borders of Wobnrn. ' 

Captaiu William Symmes, a son of Zechariah, 
occupied a portion of this land at an early period. 
On a plan of his laud which was dram up in 
1705 appears his house, which is there designated 
as the old house, iudicatuig that it must have been 
built some time prior to that date. The old h o w  
was located not far from the present Centre railroad 
station in this tom, about opposite the milmad 
freight-yard, and the railroad now passea over Ue 
spot where the cellar of tlie house then stood. 

This Captain Symmes n-as a clothier, or em- 
ployed in fulling cloth, and had a small d.re-bdnse 
near his reqidence, which he u d  principally in 
ccinnection with his business. He afterwards built 
a house in what is now termed Baconville, betaem 
the two lionses now located there. This house wm 
long since taken down, and other atructnrer put up 
near by. The original grant of land to Zechariah 
Svmmes was ceded to Biedford with the rest of the 
torn at au early date, and afterwards became.. 
part of this tom. Dul-able memorials of tbe oc- 
CU~NIC,V of II large portion of this territory by 
Indians have been shorn in numerous implements, 
tools, etc., used by them, which have been occasibn- 
ally dug up from the ground. . . 

The river rnnuing through the town was nahred * 

by tlie Indians Ah-jona,from two Indian lovers who 
ansaid to have mxihed their livea in itu rdaa 
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Before the buildi~tg of the Boston and Lowell 
Bailroad, in 1896, the centre p r t  of the village was 
about when the Gifford School-house now stands, 
when a cout~try store was locnted aud lnuch fre- 
quented. For a succession of years the settlement 
here ras quite slow, and tlie it~l~nbitauts few and 
scattering. But from the oprttiou of various 
causes, especially tile locatiou of the railroad to 
Lowell, through the centre, the population nud 
budtress rapidly incteased between the yean 1833 
and 1859. 
Black Horse Tavern, as it was termed, on Bhin 

Street (now occupied by J. F. Stone, Esq.), was 
a noted resort for stag-coaches and teams pssittg 
througl~ the village, a l~d the yard at ~ ~ i g h t  \nu gen- 
erally full of vel~icles, wllile the spacious rooms 
were occupied by the drivers. 011 the anme street, 
on the corner of the house formerly occupied by 
h c o n  Lamsou, stood the otigirial hldwin apple- 
tree from which numerous scions were taken at 
various* times. It was token down several yerrlv 
ago, at a good old age. At SymmesJ Con~er is a 
hou4 (now occupied by bfarsl~all Symmes) which 
is lover oue Lutldred and fifty years old, and was 
the birthplace and early home of Governor Brooks. 
A partial of the land was sold to d e f q  his college 
expenses. The elm-tree which overhangs t l ~  street 
in front of tCm house is over one hm~drtrd years old. 

By the year 1840 quite a village 1md been gath- 
ered within allat are nos  the limits of the town. 
The Co~~greg,dional Church was built i t  that year. 
Main, Wilshiagton, Church, and &con streets 
wen then Isid out as town high~vnys. Where now 
b Pleasad Street was o111y a fo6t-bridge. 

Quite a large nianufacturiag business was a m e d  
on at or near Conven Jlill, by Y. S. Richardson, 

- of doors, sashes, blinds, etc. Whitternore's dye- 
houw was also located there. B. F. Thompson's 
tannery was carried on in the mme locality (now 
IValdmyer's) ; also Cutter and Clark's Mill for 
sawing mahogally and fancy woods, a little ray 
towards Woburn Ce~~tre ;  and the locality l~as  ever 
since been designnted ns Cutter Village on nccouet 
of the families of that name residing there. Further 
towards JIToburn Centre was Cliurch nnd L~~te ' s  
piano-forte factory, now carried on by Cowdry, 
Cobb, & Co. Camage-building in a11 its brn~~cl~es 
was carried 011 at Sjmmes Comer by John 
Symmes. Quite an extellsire business IVM carried 
on by Mr. Robert Bacon in the vicitlity of his resi- 
dence (now I)aconville), in tlie manufncturc of hnt 
bodies, etc. He purchased a hrge portion of land 

in the vicinity, on wltich he erected from time to 
time buildings for inannfacturi~tg purposes, and 
dwelliug-houses. 

Such is s brief dewription of the vil1.y as it 
nppea&d before a t~d  a t  tlie time i t  became a dis- 
tir~ct municipality. The dttelar~tion of i~~depen- 
dence as a town, the acccl)tance of the tou-wcharter, 
bears. date May 7, 1850. The territory whicli it 
embrnces \?as so compact and well defit~d, so sittga- 
lnrly picturesque ar~tl bcnutiful, that it seemed to 
have beet1 marked out and set apart for individual 
corporate existence by the hand of Nature her- 
self. 

The first public movemeut in regard to the tom 
was made November 26, 1848, when a meeting 
of the inhabitants of South IVoburn and viciu- 
ity wns held in the 'vmtry of the Conpgiltio~nl 
Church, " to toke into consideration the subject of 
petitioning the legislature for an act of incorpora- 
tion into a separate town, or do a~~y t l l i t~g  in rela- 
tion to the snuie." At  thnt meeting John A. 
Bolles, Esq., was the moderator, and a committte 
was  chose^^, representing the different sections of the 
proposed t o m  to investigate the propriety aad pnc. 
ticability of a separate town organintion. 

December 3, 1859, the co~nmittce r e p o d  
favorably upon the .plun, their report was accepted, 
and a committee chosen to draft a petition to the 
legislature. December 7, 1849, the committee 
reported the draft of a petition, which ass as- 
cepted, and another committee  chose^^ to obtai~~ 
siguers thereto. Samuel S. Ricl~rdson, Oliver B 
Clark, aud John A. Belles were chosen a commit- 
tee to take the necessary steps to secure s torn 
charter, and they employed Hou. Albert H. KeLwn, 
of Woburn, as their counsel. December 24, 1819, 
a committee, of allich Hon. F. 0. Priuce was 
chairmatt, was chosen to wlect r name for the tom 
and insert the same in t l~e  petition, which had 
received one hundred and seventy-six names. A 
great deal of difficulty was experienced in settling 
upon the name to be given to thc new child, but 
fillally it m s  decided to christen it Wincl~ester, in 
honor of Colonel William P. Winchester, r well- 
kuotm and public-spirited citizen of Boston, r h o  
thus bemne its godfather. The petition was pre- 
sented to the legislature, January 19, 1850, aud 
referred to the committee on towns. While it was 
pesding io the committee, remonstmncm wete pre 
sct~ted atrd referred to said committee from Luke 
\\'!man and ei~ltty-nine others, of West Cam- 

P 
bridge (now Arhng$ou), and the selectmen and one 



hundred and three others, of lfedfod. At a town- vestment until some disposition of it should be I meeting, held in Woburn, February 7, 1850, i t  was determined upon. I p 

"Fote,l,That tlie town is williug that the praver of 
the petition should be granted on just and equitable 
terms, to be agreed upon by a committee from each 
part of the torn." 

l l ie  death of Colonel Wincl~ester occurred An-. 
gust 6, 1850, at tlte age of forty-uine yean, and 
appropriate resolutions in relation to it were a f te r  
wards ndoptcd the town aud entered upon its 

Tlierewas a loug and protracted hearing before the I records. From tlie nntnerous tributes which t b  
committee of the legislature, and the committee went I decease of Colonel IITinchester wlled forth, the 
out and viewed the site of tlie proposed town from following extracts from one writtell by a wdl-known 
the hill in the rear of J. F. Stone's present residence 
on Main Street. The l~ill was tl~en crowned with 
a summer-liouse, owned by nnd 011 the premises of 
Clrarles McIntier. I t  required but one visit to 
satisfy the committee tliat tlie town ought to be 

literaq gentleman is selected, to show aomewhat 
of the character of the mau whose name the t o m  
bears : - .. . 

"Seldom are the same rare qualities united in 
any one person which shone so conspicuously m 

incorpor.lted, and it so011 after reported a bill I every feature of liis character and in every a d  of 
to tliat eLct. Adclitio~~al petitions aud remon- 1 his widely extended career. With large mane 
stmnces in regard to tlie matter were inti~duced ' of usefulness, the first and most constaut thought 
and laid on the table after the bill was re- / of his life was to make otlien happy. 
ported to tile house, and tlie town records say, " As a husband nnd father he was the idol of the 
" Tliere probably uever has been a case of tlie kind 1 , domestic circle, ~vliere the genial and affectionate 
accompanied by sucli constant, earnest, and \rhole- ) qualities of his disposition uere manifested in the 
sale lobbjing " in opposition to the measure. The 1 most striking manner. Kind and indulgent ta 
bill was vigorously opposed in the house by r e p  ] the utmost degree, he was the centre around wbich 
resentatires Hoar of Concord, Hopkins of Xorth- tlie sweetest and most tellder ties of home were all 
ampton, and Gray of Boston. The torn records I united. 
f u d ~ r  say : '"l'11e torvn sl~ould never forget the I "In his business relations he was, of m u m ,  
serrices of S. N. Gitford, the chairman of tlie 
committee on towns on the part of the house, 
or Mr. Plimpton, of the same committee, in 
support of the bill." Tlie bill finally passed both 
branches, and was signed by the governor, April 
SO, 1850. 

One remarkable feature of this act of incorpora- 
tion was tlint not a dollar was s@nt to influence 
legislation, except tile emplovment of eminent coun- 
sel to argue tile cause. 

May 7, 1830, tlie first torn-meeting was held, 
and Kathan 33. Johnson, Loring Emerson, and 
Jollri Symnies were chosen selectmen. Mr. Sjmmes 
declined, and Clnrles IlcIntier was c11ose11 in his 
place; Davit1 Youngma11 was chosen town-clerk ; 
Smnuel 13. IYl~ite, trearerer ; Jolin 11. Steelc, 
Cliarles Goddard, and Frederick 0. Yrioce, scliool 
committee. 

At a town-mcetinp, Ilay 27, 1S50, a letter was 
rrcvivrd fro111 Colonel I\-. P. \\-inchester, eiiclosi~~g 
liis cl~eck for t11n.e tlionsnl~d dollars, in token of his 
appreciatio~~ of tlie I~onor, conferred upon liis family 
]lame, \vl~icli sum was to be appropriated towards 
the erection of a town-liall, or ally oilier proper 
object of mtlnicipl espcnditure. Tlie gift was 
accepted, and placed in tlie liallds of trusteq for in- 

! more widely known. Gifted with a fbresight and 
sagacity wl~ich never failed to see results in their 

, canses, his opinions were always sougl~t with in- 
terest, and received with deference and respect. 
&rely did he fail to anticipate the more importatit 
fluctuations of rnercnntile nffaiw, and to predict 
not only the cause of the crisis, but its continuw~ce 
and its cure. And the untiring industry which he 
brought to tlie conduct of his o m  widely extended 
affairs, added to the firmness and self-reliice of 
his character, enabled him through many years 
to conduot n t l l  perfect success a business second 
in importance to noue of those which have M, ex- 
tended the wealth and elevated the social infIue~~ce 
of Bmton. 

As a friend lie was most widely known and 
most unirersal1.v beloved. Warm in his attach- 
ments, unremitting in his kindness, and thoughtful. 
even in tlie smallest acts of attention, none were 
ever adtnitted to hip i~i t imac without placing him 
first on tlie list of those who were felt to be most 
valuer1 and clierished from tl~eir o m  intrinsic 
worth and virtue. In his own l~ouse his hospitnlhy 
wns unhuad~ui, nnd not less cordial and graceful 
tl~an.constant and profuse. At all times he a p  
peared not to thiirk of his own acmmmodatiou, or 





'dace of water-lilies, whose white blos(10m cover 
its surface in tlie summer season. I t  is said that 
the swallow makea its earliest appearance on tlie 
b o ~ l e n  of this lake. AII attempt was made iii 
lSOO to change the name of Wedge Pond, and 
after much dellberation it was cliristeaed Echo 
Lake in Septeinbcr of that year, nitli appropriate 
cereinouies. The new name was short-lived, as i t  
was not generally satisfactory. I t  is now kiiown 
by its original name, nnd is quite a noted place of 
resort for boating aiid sailiiig during the summer 
w o n ,  alid for skatillg in tlie winter. Seveml of 
the prominent citizens have their residences on its 
borders, among whom is Adlnirnl Henry Knox 
Tllaclier, a distinguished officer in the naval service, 
now upon the retired list. 

Wlien the torn was incorporated Alvin Taylor 
was tlie postmaster for South Wobum, and lie %as 
coiiti~lued in the office ulrder tlie new tom. He 
was followed by Horace Holt, Josiah Hovey, 
J. A. Coolidge, aiid tlie present incumbent, George 
Y. Brown. Tlie business of tlie office has greatly 
iucrcnsed, having nearly doubled within the last 
six so that the ~iumber of mails now sent 
and reeeived daily is thirteen. 

Lyceum Building was erected soon after the in- 
corporatioil of tlie town, by private enterprise, aiid 
the large lid1 has been used for religious services, 
lectures, coiicerts, and eiitertainments of dl' kiiids, 
it being the oilly large ha11 suitable for such pur- 
poses. TIle lower part of the building is occupied 
by stores; tlie upper stories are used for various 
purlmses. 

Alasonic Hall is in the upper story of Brown 
atid Stantoil's building, on the corner of Main 
atid Yksant streets, nnd is very handsomely fur- 
nished. 

Idvitlgtone Rnll, opposite Lyceum Building, 
was fonnerly called Uliioll .IIall, and is now oc- 
cupied by tlie Gnnd Army Port and the Reform 
Wub hs their regular place of meeting. 

Tlie hlliglits of Honor Hall is in the upper 
story of Ricliadson and 'Qler's building on Blain 
Street, and is approprintely fitted up for their 
uses. 

At the opening of the noston and Lolrell b i l -  
mad, in 1835, a d e p t  was efablisll& oppo&e 
Lyceurh Building (tlien ill Soutll l\robum). The 
d e p t  remailid in tliat lmtio11 until 1872, when 
the present one was erected some distance further 
south. The location of the station in this 
gave rise to long nnd earn* discussions, pmt-ts 

in tom-meetings and otherwise. I t  is nert in 
design and fiiiish;md an onlament to the torn. 

Convenient statiotl-houw on the line of the rail- 
road are established in the southerly nnd nortlitrly 
sections of tlie town,-the former being n a d  
hiystic, and the latter the Highlands. . 

Tlie railroad facilities have kept pce'with the 
progress of the town, and now some thirty-six plur- 
seuger trains stop daily at the centre station, a id  
a less number at the bnnch stations; Tlwre am 
two hundred and tllirtg-eight semon-ticket-pme~- 
gers to and from tlie several depds. 

A branch railroad, to conxect with the Boston 
and Maine Railroad n t  3lediord and run throogl~ 
this ton1 to Stonellam, was laid out several yean 
ago, but after being partially built was abandoned, 
and the land given by tile owners for this pnrpolle 
was taken back by them. I t  made an ugly &r 
upon the land, without accomplishing 'ahy good 
results. Since then a bnnch llns been built which 
extends to Stoueham, a id  coiitlects with the b - 
ton and Lowell Bailroad at tlie Higl~laads. 

The hfjstic Valley Railroad is pnrtially con- 
structed, and passes througli the westerly nection 
of the town. I t  will give additionnl faciliti6s f6r 
transportation of freight and pswngen, and bring 
witliin easy reach of the city quite an aren of de- 
sirable land for dwellings and farms. 

In Alay, 1855, the t o m  received five hundred 
dollars in an a~ioaymous letter, to purchase a town 
clock to be placed on tlie Congteg;rtional Church 
edifice, mid to be the property of the tom. I t  has 
recentl: transpired that the gift was from Ebenezer 
Smith, then a resident of tlie town, but $ince'd* 
ceased. 

In BIarch, 1860, ground wm broken h r  the 
laying of pipes by the West Cambridge (now Ar- 
lington) Gaslight Cornpny, atid the prihcipl 
streets were piped, and gas introduced about Sep 
tember of tliat year. 

A savinpbaok wm opened August 28, 1871, 
nnd has continued in successful operntioli to tb 
present time. - I t  118s about five h m ~ d d  and fifty 
depitors, arid is urefullj and prudently ~nanagcd. 

At .a town-meeting, April 7, 1851, a committee 
of ten ~ m s  aplmint~l to p u r ~ l i a ~  a lot of Irad for 
a cemetery, not exceeding ten .acres, to make m t  
a plan bf the same, with the estimated cost, and 
report to the town. At a tom-meding, Septem- 
ber 16, 1851, the committee t e p l t d  that' theJ 
Itad purchased a lot of lald containing about ten 
acres, situated we t  of the ca~lal, nld over agaitwt 



Wedge Pond, rt an expew of two thousand dol- 
lars, and t b t  t~ knce t he same apd it so 
far as needed for use woulcl require an additional 
tho-nd dollars. The comnrittee further recom- 
mended that the money presented to the tow11 by 
Colonel Jrinchester be appropriated to tlic por- 
cl~ase and laying out of the h i d  dewribd for the 
cemetery ; t b t  the t o m  sell its interest in the old 
cemebry, and apply tlie proceeds to the improve- 
ment pf the new- cemetery, the repayment of tlre 
Winchester fund, and for such otlrer u. as tlie 
tomi may dictate. 'l'he report and recommencln- 
tions were adopted, pnd tlie committee authorized 
to carry out the same. 

. Tlie cemetery was designed, atid laid out in lots, 
under the direction of the committee, by hmasa 
~ a m e c  of Stoneham. Tire spot selected cqntains 
ten and a half acres, and is well adapted to the 

.purpose, being thickly covered with pine and forest 
. trees, interspersed nitti hill a ~ ~ d  dale. At the con- 
,.sectation an address was delivered by Bev. R. H. 
Nesle, D. D., with other appropriate services. 
FQP~ hundred and sixty-nine lots have been laid 
out, of a l ~ i c l ~  two hundred and ninetp-seven lots 
h v e  been sold, leaving one. hundred and seventy- 
two ansold. The cemetery is under the charge 
of a committee of five, chosen by the town, and 
an appropriation is annually made, of n sufficient 
amount to keep the grounds in proper condition, 
rltich amount ha9 averageclt$382.77 per year. Tlie 

,cemetery fund, F e b y r y  28, 1880, amouuted to 
$5 $116.56. 
, Fire Department. - In the year 1850 the t o m  

.tiought a lmnd fireengine and apparatus at a cost 
of somg fourteen hundred dollrs. I t  was located 
in a house near tile Co~igregtionnl Church, and 

.was manned by volu~iteeq for several yenrs ; after- 
. wards the company received a small compnsatm~i 

for their services. At t la  town-meeting in Jfarcli, 
1070, it was vo t i ,  on motion of C. 0. Billiugs, 
Esq., to purcliase a chemical engine called tlie 
Bobcock Village IIacIiine. Its cost was sever1 
l ~ u ~ ~ d r e d  dollars, nnd it uas named tlie J.F. Dtsinell, 
in honor of a well-known and prominent townsman. 
I l i s  torn am almost, if not tile first, to bring this 
machine into use, and nltliougll at first it was ridi- 
culed by many, and looked upon with little favor, 
yet it steadily pitied in tlre public estimation after 
its intductioa, and no city or totrn can now well 
afford to be without it. In 1873 the town bouglit 
8 steam fire-engine and fixtures at a cost of some 
$5,400. I t  was ~lemed Alex. Mosely, in honor of 3 

prominent gentleman. At tbe aune time then ru 
purchased a horse hose-carriage at  rr cost of 81,000, 
which was named i11 honor of P. Waldm~er .  

July 10, 1874, tlie following vote nos p d  
by the town: '"l'lnt the selectmen auld engineen 
be and are liereby iiastruct~l to aupplp on the 
presc~it steam fireengine lot sncl~ additional nc- 
cornmodatio~rs as will house the town b m  ad 
all tlie fire apparatus in a style in keeping 6 t h  the 
presetit building, o~td tliat tlre horses be then 
stabled." In, pursuance with t l ~ e  foregoing vote 
an excellent llouse was erected, containing all tbe 
accommoclatioris necessary to a large fin depart- 
ment, a t  a cost of $5,400. The old building 
which tile steamer Iud occupied was altered into 
a commodious stnble, at a cost of 8375. ' I n  lSl4 
the town sold the lurnd-engine, pu1cha-d foot 
La-carriages, which, with the hose and the horn 
for them, located in di3ere11t parts of the torn, 
cost some 34,000. In 1575 a hook-ad-ladder 
truck was bought, at a cost of $650, and named 
J. W. Huse, in honor of r worthy townsman lrho 
died in Kovember, 187s. TIie number of men 
connected with tlie deprt  men t is sixty-seven ; an- 
nual expense, aboit 53,000, 31,000 of which 
is for tlie uw of mter. The expense of the fire 
department for tlie p s t  tl~irty years has brm 
Q 52,453.02. Tl~e  value of the fire apparatus, in- 
cluding houses, is $21,847. 

The first public action trlien in regard to the 
introduction of water for domestic purposes into 
the town is iu the record of tlie town-meeting 11tM 
November S, 1850, ullm a committee of nine aas 
appointed to consider the subject, consisting of the 
selectmen and six others. TIJs committee made 
a partial report nt tlie ton-11-meeting lield n'ovem- 
ber 27,187 1, and nskecl to be, and was, dischagcd. 
At the same mecti~~g 0. B. Clark, D. N. Skilli~np, 
If. A. Merrick, T. P. hyer, and J. F. Dniriell wen 
appoi~ited a committee to investigate and 'report ar 
so011 as pnctimble t l~e  question of supplpng the 
town with water, and were empowered to employ 
assistance, mid make examinatious at the expense 
of t l~c  town. 

After further consideration of serernl pmjeets 
for rrnter-supply, at  a town-meeting, Awt 2, 
1873, D. X. Skillitigs, 31. A. Herrick, J. F. 
Dwiaell, T. P. .lj-er, and hsrr Fletcl~er wen ap- 
pointed a committee to furtlier investigate t b  
ai~ole subject and cost of construction, and report 
to the town ; and slid committee was authorid 
to procure the liecessary surveys. . . 



At a town-meetink, held April-21, ,1873, the 
committee. made a prtial report; and at an- 
other, held June 20, 1873, tlie committee made 
a supplemental report, which was acceptkd. I t  
was then decided to accept Chapter 277 of the 
Acts of the Legislature of 1873 by a vote of one hun- 
dred and twenty in tlie affirmative to none in the neg- 
ative. , This act allowed the town " tb collect the 
water of and on the territory lying along the easterly 
side of the t o m  of Wiachester, being in the towns 
of \Vinchester, 8fedfordJ and Stoneham, extending 
eighty rods south of t11e north line of mid town of 
hidford and including all the naturnl water-shed 
of that temtory, by means of dams,ajueduds, pipes, 
pumps, reservoirs, or such other structures as may 
be necessary aild convenient for the preservation 
arid purity of said water, and may convey tlie said 
water from said temtory by any convenient ,route, 
and distribute the same in the manner and upon 
the cpndition and terms set forth in said act; pro- 
vided, that none of the water tributary to Spot 
Pond he taken by virtue hereof." 

Tl~is act embraced the plan recommended by tlle 
co~ntnittee for the supply of water, and at a town- 
meeting, held July 7, 1873, it was accepted aud 
adoptd by the .town as the most feasible and 
proper method of supplying the town with pure 
water. I t  appeared in tlie report of the committee 
that tlie Kort11 lleadow gathering-ground, where 
the reservoir is located, has an area of four hun- 
dred and fifty-two acres, which rill  give a daily 
supply of 676,060 gallons of rater, or forty gallons 
.a day to more than 16,000 people,or more than 
four times tlie p ~ s e n t  number of inhabitants. The 
territory includes the westerly slope 'of the Bear 
Hill rauge, and the wliole of Dike's lieadow, so 
called., If the time should amve that more water 
would be required, r dam can be built at the outlet 
of tbe Soutli Bleadow, wliich lias an area nearly the 
same as the Korth lieadow, and the water added 
to that of tlie North Meadow. Tlie two basins, 
allen uiiited, would give a supply of 1,363,650 
&llons per day, or forty gallons per day to 34,000 

- people.. 
At the tom-meeting, July 10, 1875, David N. 

Skillings, 3 1 0 ~ s  A. Herricli, and James F. Dnineli 
were clioseu water commissioners. 

Tl!e first work at tlie reservoir was done July 15, 
1873, by X. Fitqerald; C. Linelian became the con- 
tractor, September 6, 1873 ; work begrr, Septem- 
bcr 8, 1873 ; began storing water, December 5, 
1873. Water was let into the pipes, September 20, 

1874. ' Total length of the dam, 675 feet, includhig 
overflow; length of overflow, 3C feet; great& 
lleiglit of dam, 304 feet ; a m  of full reservoir, 60 
acres ; leligdl, 4,400 feet ; greatest width, 1,450 
feet ; greatest depth, 23 feet ; total capacityB 
259,000,000 gallons. Tot31 lengthsof street maim 
loid to Nafch 1,1878, 74,679 f&t 

Walter H. Sears was the constructing engineer, 
and George H. Korman the contractor for'furhish- 
ing and putting in place all the necessary pipes, hi-  
drants, ghtes, and other nppqrtenances constituting 

I the system of distribution. The pipe laid is what 
is k~~own as tlie wrought-iron and cemen t -W 

I water-pipe. Tlie total cost of construction of w o h ,  
pipes, etc., necessar? to the 'introduction of water 
to March 1, 1830, is $168,800.72; for the main- 
te~iunce of the water-works to the same date, 
$8,785.35. The debt incurred on account of the 
irltroduction of water is in rater bonds tb the 
amount of $160,000, held mostly by the state of 
Nn,s,p;~cllusetts, aud pagable in different sums and 
at intervals, from tlre year 1884 to 1895 inclusive. 
The whole number of services, Narc11 1, 18W, is 
469; tlie ahole number of water-takers is 571; 
amount of water-rates for the year ending Mardrl, 
1880, $7,700.66. 

Since'its bitroduction the inhabitants have con- 
tinued to receive an abundaut supply of water of 
an excellent quality, and the system of distribu- 
ti011 has continued to answer its design. 

JliZilary.-The tom,  under the calls of the 
president, in 1861 and 1862, furnished for t b  
years sixty-two men, at an average cost of $43 per 
man, town bounty; in 1862, sixty men for n h e  
months, at an average cost of $92 per man as tom 
bou~lty, and an a r e n p  subscripti011 bounty of $152 
per man; in 1863, 1864, and 1865 the town fur- 
nished one lluiidred and ten men for three yeam 
and twelve men for one year, at an average tbm 
bounty of S 11 5-70, and an average subscription 
bounty of 3 58 per man, -the two hundred and 
forty-four Inen costing, in all, $29,491.40, or an 
averap cost of Sl20.00 per man. 

This sum was nised as follows : by money hired 
for a term of years, S 7,810.05 ; by taxation, 
S 13,891.33 ; by subscril~tion, 5 7,796. All was 
nised and expended, a d  tlie men obtained without 
any expnse to the town, 110 town officer or other 
person haviug recaved any pay for the time and 
exlmse illcurred in raising the men or perfonnil~g 
any of the work incidental to raising voltlliteem, 
ueither did any sub-miber ask to hake hia rnbscrip 
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tion refunded; and so was tlle money 
forthcoming that the tow11 always filled its rluota 
p&ptly, and wns never at any time belrindlmad. 
The war expenses for five years amounted to the 
rum of $42,771.39. 
I '  Out of the two llindred nnd'forty-four men, 

fourteen were substitutes, tliree from the shte en- 
listments for the South, twenty-two nine-months 
meu were from M i n g ,  fiftee~i from the state nt 
he, twelve v-enlistments, and one llundred 
qnd seventy-eight from this torn. Of these last 
n q e d ,  tell died ia the service of their coun- 
tq. ,'ll~e roll of honor is as follows: George 
YP'. 'i. Sanborn, Aamn D. Weld, Josinh Stmttoa, 
Francis A. Hatcli, John Fitzprnld, Joshua T. 
Lawrence, Frnncis B. Bedell, John Gordon, Jeffer- 
eou Fod,  and Ira Johounott. 

&l~catiotrcrl.-~o school-liouse appears to have 
been built in what are now the limits of the tow11 
before the yearl790,and thougli n public school was 
eo e ykars appointed to be kept, it could be nccom- 
m z t e d  only iu some private liouse, nnd the11 only 
for a few weeks in the course of the season. Other 
years the children who attended school had to be 
pmpirled with a private oue at the cost of the 
*rents, or travel to the centre of Wobuni and 
Medford, some two miles distant. At the incor- 
poration of the town there were ouly two school- 
houses within its limits, - one in the Centre 
(formerly South \'P~bunlj, and the otlier 011 the 
Mdford mad, near Symmes Corner (formdtly 
Medford) . 

The town at its first meeting chose 0. R. Clark, 
Charles Iiimball, and William A. Dodge a commit- 
&' to build five school-houses. Tliese houses were 
built during the ensuing year, and were respec- 
tively called : tlie Hill, from its location ; the Ivy- 
mmi, from an honored townsman of that name ; the 
Bumford, from Count Bumford, a native of Wo- 
bum; the nrashington, from tlle street of that 
name; and the Giffonl, from S. N. Gifford, rllo 
vas so active in securing the incorporation of tlie 
town. The whole cost of these houses, exclusive 
of furniture, was about 36,500. Tliese five houses, 
together with the two first mentioned, comprised 
all the scliool accommoclrtioi~s of that day. A high 
school was established nt the outset in the old 
school-house in the Centre, altllou~h the number 
of inhabitants did not then nnd Iias not since re- 
quired it. 

The scl~ool ~pstem was also inaugurated upon 
the ' most libernl footing aud upon the wisest 

sclieme, including every grade, and managed not 
by district4 and district ynmittees, but by tlr 
whole to-. I n  1853 the Mystic School-house, 
on Bacon Street, was built to take the place of the 
old one in that locnlity, at an expense of some 
31,800. In 1864 a primary school-mom was fitted 
up iu the Gifforcl School-house, at  an  expeuse of 
$800. In  1857 the Adams School- l~ow rrs 
erected, at an expense of 82,000. In  1863 this 
school-house wu eularged by the addition of an 
u l q ~ r  room, at  on expense of $700. 

Iii 1565 a new high-scllool hbuse was encted 
on Dix Street, near the old one, wl~icll Lad become 
unsuitable for the purpose. The total cost of tlw 
building, land, furniture, etc., was about 817,000. 
Tliis house was dedicated November 4, 1865. In 
the same year a new pinmar-school house nw 
erected on JVashington Sheet, on the site of the 
GitTord School-l~ouse, wli icli lutd been removed to 
a locality on Main Street. This liouse, with the 
land and furnishing, cost about $16,000. Tl ie  
house w a  dedicated November 5, 1865. In 1875 
tlie Adams School-house, being found insufficient 
for the accommodation of the cl~ildren in that 
section of tlie town, was sold, and a new one 
erected on Swanton Street, at an expense of about 
$1 2,000. I t  was named the Chapin, in honor of 
Dr. Chapin, a10 for eleven years served upon tL 
scl~ool board. 

In  1878 a new school-house was built upon 
land belonging to tile town, on Highland Avenue, 
to acco~nmodate the cl~ildreu living in that neigh- 
borhood. I t  cost, complete, about 3 1,500. There 
are fourteen schools, aIl keeping ten mouths in tlie 
year, nnd lineteen teachers. n i e  number of cbil- 
dren in the town between five and fifteen ymn of 
age, May 1, 1879, was 580. Tlie average nnmber 
of ~clioli~rs in all the scl~ools for the year euding 
Alarcl~ 1, 1880, was 530. The ten scl~ool-honw 
now irl use are valued at 3 57,500. 'l'lie amount 
expended upon the schools for the pnst thirty 
yean, or to March 1, 1880, is $208,672.20; and 
for new school-houses, S66,272.20, or a total' of 
$274,944.40, -nearly tliree quarters of a million 
dollars. Up to the yenr 1867 the com~nittee re- 
ceived no pay for tlieir services, but siuce then they 
have received a small stipend. Of those who hnve 
rendered vnlunble service upon the scl~ool board, 
specid allusion sl~o~lld be made to Dr. Alonu, 
Chnpin, whose tern of service exceeded that of my 
other, and allo m s  also a trustee of the town 
library for several years, and took a11 active interest 



in all t o m  affairs. Dr. Chapin ms born in Spring- 
field, Ifassachusetts, in February, 1805, and grad- 
uated at Aml~ent. He was mission physician to 
tlie Sandricl~ Is la~~ds  from 1831 to 1837. Be 
turning to America, he co~itinued in the practice 
of his professioli, and settled in this torn in 1860. 
I t  was while upon the scl~ool board, in Decem- 
ber, 1876, at  the age of nearly seventy-two pears, 
that he was suddenly stricken down, and called 
from the york he so mucli enjoyed, and in which 
he had so many cheering words for teachers and 
children and for his co-workers, to another and 
better sphere of usefulness. IIe devoted to the 
interests of the schools all the knowledge axid ex- 
perience of his ripened years, and the memory of 
liis good words and works r i l l  long lkger in tlie 
history of the town. 

Public Aibrary. - The Winchester Library As- 
sociation was organized March 20, 1848. It was 
formed with a vier " to increase the general moral- 
ity, intelligence, and happiness," by the establish- 
:netit of a public libmry. I t  was first located in 
tile store of Dr. youngman, and supported by the 
voluntary contributions of its members. The As- 
yxiatioii voted, February 19, 1859, to offer the 
library, contai~~ing one t h o ~ q ~ ~ d  volumes, to the 
tows, as the ,nucleus of a public town library, 
ypon certain conditions. At the annual tom-  

' 
meeting, March 28, 1859, tlie toan voted to 
accept the offer on the co~iditions specified. 

The Wiiichester Agricultural Library Associa- 
tion was formed hlarcli 26, 1857, "for tile put- 
pose of procu~ng and mainhilling a library of 
agricultural p p n  aud such other worb  as may 
tend to the improrement of agriculture." No 
meeting of the association was held after April 9, 
1857, and newly all the shareholders signed a 
piper relinquishing their right to the library, and 
presenting the same to the t o m  to be incorporated 
into tlie public town library. A board of trustees 
was. cliosen hi March, 1859, consisting of three 
gentlemen, who at once caused tlie books to be 
,examined, arnn3ed in proper order, catalogued, 
and under proper restrictions thrown open to 
the use of tile residents of the town. An appro- 
priation of two hnndrcd dollars. was made for it3 
expenses tlie first Fear. At tlie e11d of the first 
Fear it apl~ared there were 596 borrowers, who 
lud hken out 4,400 books. Since then tlw town 
has frgm year to year made libenl appropriations. 
for tlie expense of carrjing oa the library and for 
the purchase of new books. For the year ending 

February %8, 1880, there were 1,029 borrowem 
and 21,445 books taken out. The library @ow 
numbers 4,532 volumes, and is located in, the be+ 
ond story of the brick buildiug on Main St* 
near the Centre, owned by nichardson apd Tyler. 

I The amount expended upon tlie library since itr 
establishment in 1859 is $10,469.24. 

I Tlie following named citizens. of the town have 
served as senators i11 the state ~ m t e  from tlle'dis- 
trict of which this torn was a part : Frederick 0. 
Prince in the year 1851; Oliver & Clark, in 1861 
and 1861; Abraham B. Coffin, in 1872 and 187%; 
and as representatives to 'the General Cburt, 
erick 0. Prince in tlie years-ld51, 1852; @ah- 
ria11 Richardson, 1853; Joseph Stone, 1854; 
Cephas Church, 1855; Anron A Weld, 1856; 
Alvin Taplor, 1857. 

111 1857 a change was made in the byis of 
representation, and this town was joined with 
Arliugton ns a representative district. S ina  then 
the district has bee11 represented as follows : 
Moses Proctor of West Cambridge in 1838; Oli- 
ver El. Clark of Winchester in 1859; Joseph 
Burrage of West Cambridge in 1860; Charles 
Heywood of Winchester in 1861 ; Albert W r h  
of \Vest Cambridge in 1862 ; Frederick 0. P m  
of Winchester in 1563; Samuel Butterfield of 
West Cambridge in 1864 ; Charles Goddard of 
IVinchester in 1865; Joseph S. Potter of Arling- 
ton in 1866, 1867, 1868 ; Salem Wilder of Win- 
chester in 1869 ; Jesse Bacon of Arlineon in 
1870; Samuel W. Twombly of Winchestgq in 
1871 ; David N. Skillings of Winchester in 1878 ; 
J. W. Pierce of Arlington in 1873; John ,T. 
Aianny of llTincliester in 1874; A. 3. ~ 5 n '  of 
Winchester in 18754 5. D. Hicks of Arlington 
in 1876 ; TTilliam H. Kinsman of Winchester in 
1877; William G. Peck of Arlington in 1 8 7 8 . d  
1880 ; Josiah F. Stone of IVinchester in 1879. 

Religiour. - After frequent meetings &tween 
March, 1839, and May, 1840, and much discus- 
sion, a general meeting of prominent citizens resid- 
ing in what was then South \Toburn was held 
Alay 12, 1840, at which it wras decided to organ- 
ize tire South Woburn Congrrgntional +iety. 
June 1, 1840, a society bearing this name +as 
organized under due form of law, and r buildiug 
committee consistiug of Benjamin F. Thompson, 
IIarrison Parker, Stephen Swan, Henry ~ u t t & ,  
Marsllnll Wyman, h'athan B. Johnson, and Sum- 
ller Richardson were chosen to purchase a site, and 
erect a house of worship. The site selected wru the ' 
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o m  nor occupied by it. The comer-stone was laid 
July 27, 1840. The church editice e as com- 
pkted, and dedicated December SO, 1810; the 
-on on tb occasion being prenclled by the 
&v. Thpiel Crosby, of Chnrlestosn. One hundred 
members of the present church UI Woburn with- 
dmr from thnt church November 2, 1840, and 
fvmed 4 church here. During the summer of 
1849 the charcl~ edifice was enlarged and thor- 
oag4I.y repaid,  but on the morning of the 20th 
of ,March, 1853, the building, with .a new and 
+ a b l e  Qrgan just placed in it, and other fur& 
taq, was entirely destroyed by fire. 

The corner-stone of the present edifice, which 
occupies a commnnding position fronting on Clturch 
Stre&, the Common, and the nilroad depat, was 
lajd September 5, 1553, and the house \yas dedi- 
ated October 11, 1851. The corporate name o f  
&I society was changed, March 11, 1850, to the 
First Conpgntional Society. The pastors who 
b,m.been settled over this .wiety are as follows : 
&v. George P. Smith, ordained June 17, 1841, 
and dismissed March 11, 1845 ; Rev. William T. 
Eastis, Jr., installed April 8,1848, dismissed Jan- 
mrg; 27, 1848 ; Be?. John 11. Steele, ordained 
August 10, 1848, dismissed February ,ll, 1852 ; 
Beuben T. Bobinson, ordained October 27, 1852, 
died in the service August 24, 1871 ; Bev. Edwin 
C. Bissell, installed November 1, 1871, dismissed 
&ptember 2, 1873; Rev. Alfred B. h o m b ,  in- 
died JIarch 4, 1874, resigned, and resignation 
took' effect July 15, 1878 ; Rev. Charles It. Sey- 
mbur, kutalled October 30, 1879, is the present 
p&or. The Sundap school was organized Jan- 
nnry 3, 1841, with Deacon B. F. Tl~ompson as its 
mperildendent. The scl1001 has been, from the 
first, prosperous and progressive, its membership, 
M well as its charitable contributions, incrensing 
from year to yenr by a steady growth. Deacon 
0. R. Clnrk was its superintendent for fifteen years. 
The present membership is about three hundred and 
fifty. Benjapin F. Thompson; Nnthnn 13. Joknson, 
and Uarshall Wymnn were the finL dencons, and 
sewed twelve yean in that capacity. After these, 
bbedinh Abbott served twenty-two yenn ; Joseph. 
Hnse, eighteen years ; Luther Richndson, aineteen 
yean; Oliver R.Clurk,eigl~teen Fears. On tile 5th 
of July, 13  72, a by-law m adopted, limitfi~g the 
term of service of the deacons to four years. The. 
p ~ n t  number of church-members is nbout four 
hundred. 

In conuectiou with the history. of the Congqa- 

tionnl SocieQ, a skdch of m e  r h o  .rras intimatelr 
connected with its a r ly  hiatuq will not be oat of 
place here. 

hnjnmin Franklin Thompson was born in 7fo- 
barn, January 18,1799. He was brougllt up in r 
plain h'ew England home, and erljoyed to a limited 
extent the adVn:antages of tlle town pchoob. -Early 
d l 4  npon to caweout his o m  fortune, he became 
an app~ntice to hi elder brother, with whom L 
afterwards associnted in businas. On en- 
tering upon business for himself he-was very sue- 
cessful, and continued so for mnny yenn, and tl~ns 
was enabled to lay aside a handsome competence. 
He was a model business manrand preferred tlle 
activity which a busiwss life required. l i e  ru a 
true friend, neigl~bpl, and citizen, and to the sick, 
suffering, aud needy cl~eerfully contributed t b  
means at l~is  command. He lent himself to every 
good word and work. The cause of t e m p n u a  
and antislavery found in - him pn earnest supporter. 
In the kqt national struggle he wns deeply inter- 
ested, and was rendy in all ways to aid in the sup  
pression of the Rebellion. 

He held the office of superintendent of the Sun- 
dny school connected with the \\'&urn church for 
seven1 pears, and in April, 1836, was chosen deacan, 
which latter office he resigned in December, 1800. 
He removed to this place, then South Wobum, in 
1830. Shortly after his removal here he agitated 
the subject of another church in this locality, and 
may be said to be the father and founder of this 
chum11 and society. He was the chairman of the 
committee of the-petitioners for the purpose of 
forming a new church. He was the cllai-n of 
the sub-committee to obtain the first minister, and 
also of that to draw up the church covenant, and 
the first church meeti~rg was held at his house. 
He was the first clerk and treasurer, and one of the 
dencons in 1850. He was chairman of the corn- 
mittee on the building of the first church here,.nd 
of that for selling and letting pews. He was a 
member of the committee for building the p m  
ent church edifice. He migned the office of d* 
con, February, 1852. As a Cbristiau he n s  
faithful to all his religious engagements, and re- 
mained connected with the Sunday school to tile . 
time of his denth, which occurred in July, 1863. 

Firat Bapliut Ch~rch. - Some time during fie 
yenr 1840 n few individunls connected with. the 
Bnptist de~rou~ination assembled fur worsllip in 
Union Hall, in wlhnt was tlie~l South Wobum, and 
continued to meet in that place until the erec- . 



tion of Lyceum Hall. During this time Rev. N. A. 
R c ~ d  acted as their pastor. For three years they 
thus maintained tlre services of the sanctuary, sus- 
taining a Sabbath scliool and w i a l  meetings with- 
out any cliurch organization. 

The First Baptist Church of ~ inc l~es t e r '  was 
constit~~ted Adgust 11, 1852, wit11 eighteen mem- 
bers, and recognized by council September %, 
1852. The successive pastorates have been : Rev. 
PI'. A. Reed, from August 18, 1853, to August 1, 
1854; Rev. Edwin B. Eddy, fmtn December 1, 
1855, to June 1, 1860; Rev. J. D. 3Xeeaon, from 
May, 1861, to February, 1862 ; Rev. Henry 
IIinckley, from September 1, 1562, to November, 
1566 ; Rev. Samuel J. Bronson, from February 
19, 1867, to May, 1869; Rev. L. G. Barrett, from 
January, 1870, to January, 1874 ; Rev. M. F. 
Barnes, the preseut pastor, from March 15, 1874. 

In 1864 a meeting-house was completed by the 
society at  the comer of Tnsliiagton and Mount 
Venion streets. It is built of wood, and is of the 
Gothic style of arcl~itecture. Tlie main house is 
75 x 45 feet, with au additiou 58 x 31. feet, con- 
taining two vestries. The home contains seventy- 
eight pews, and \rill seat about four hundred per- 
sons. The cost of tlie house, land, and furnkliing 
was about S10,OOO. The present membership of 
the cliurch is oiie liu~idred aud sixty-four. Tlie 
Sunday school uumbers about one hut~dred and 
forty. 

Aaron D. Weld, who was active among the early 
efforts put forth by the espnents of Baptist views, 
was born in Sturbridge, Nnssachusetts, in theyear 
1821, and bred a fanner. By 11is own exertions 
he secured an education, and was fitted forcollege; 
but the want of funds tnrned him aside iuto busi- 
ness, which he prosecuted jointly in Boston and 
St. Louis with eumss and unbruished honor. In 
lS5O he removed to this tom, and with a few 
others, and for !ears before a aqptist church could 
be formed, sustai~~ed a Sunday xl~ool  and regular 
preaching. The cost was considenhle, often sev- 
en1 i i undd  dollars a year; but having tlie menns, 
and believing that he was a steward, t l~e  opprtu- 
nity of l~onoring his Lord was eagerly improved. 
Of stutlions habits and tmtrs, and wit11 a large and 
increasingfu~~d of doctrinal atid biblical kno\vl(dge, 
he w-as elliincntly useful in tlie Suaday z(c1iool ancl 
cliurch. Ile was brouglltup in t l~c  religious belief 
of tlie C'ot~gregatiot~alists, but was aftenvnds Id 
by stud? and reware11 to embrace Baptist senti- 
mcuts. In his busi~iess be was cnterprisihg aud 

shrewd, and withal eminent for his straightforward- 
ness-and ho~iesty. As a eitizen he was universally 
esteemed, and frequently l~oiiored by his townnnen 
with the charge of their public affairs. An a friend 
he bas  warm-hearted, generous, and noble. He 
entered into the senice of his country in January, 
1082, as acting pa~mnster attached to the United 
States steamer J. P. JacLson,and was in the naval 
engagement at h'ew Orleans, and in several other 
conflicts \nth the enemy. June 3 he was taken 
sick with remittent fever, and died, June 11, 
1564, on board the Ocean Queen, wl~ile bn ber 
wry to New York, about one hundred miles bebw 
New Orleans. 

CTni!arian Society. - About the Sear 1853 a 
Sunday school was organized by the friends of 
liberal Christianitj, and met in the Mystic School- 
house and other places ; but after four yearn* con- 
tinuance it was disbanded ' for want of a suitable 
place for its meetings, and of sufficient interest. 
In connection wit11 the school during that period 
quite a number of the parents and friends had 
church services at i l ~ i c b  clcrgymen from the neigh- 
boring towns officitited. Eight years elapsed, when' 
Rev. S. & Caltlirop came to spend a Sunday with 
his friends in this town. About twenty-five peo- 
ple who heard of his coming met in the prlors of 
Dr. F. Winsor's house, and there, on November 19, 
1865, listened to a sermon on inspiration, which 
inspired them wit11 a determiuation to heer more 
of the same gospel. Another service was held in 
the lover L~ceum Hall on the following Sunday, 
at  which some eiglity people were ymseut. An t b  
interest increased, a meeting was held on Novem- 
ber 29, 1665, to m u r e  a permanent organizntion. 
Lyceum Hall was engaged, and the Unitarian EW 
ciety had its first religious service December 3, 
1865, some one hundred persons being preseut. 
A Sunday sclrool was formed in the aftenloon of 
tliat day, wit11 some fifty scholars, and Charles J. 
Bishop, Esq., as its superintendent. 

The pulpit for the fimt six months was occu- 
pied by different clergymen. hlay 18, 15'66, Bev. 
Richard lIctc;~lf, the present pastor, w u  called, 
and 011 Junc 14, lSGG, was d u l ~  installed. After 
occupying L~ceum Hall for se\-eml' years, i t  was 
found to be ins~~fficie~rt for the purlm5es of the . 
society, and in lSG9 t l~e  incipient s t ep  were taken - 
towards tlie purcl~ase of hnd and tlie erection of 
a house of worship. Thomas P. Ayer and Frank- 
lin IV. Perry were the buildi~lg committee. A lot 
of laud, pleasantly located near the centre of tlm 
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totorn, fronting on Main Street, the nar overlook- 
ing ,,Winchester Park, was purchase;d of Francis 
Johnson and others in Jhy,  1869. August 25, 
1869, tlu comer-stone of the present churcl~ edifice 
wan laid, with appropriate ceremonies, and the 
building completed, rod dedicated March 17, 1870. 
The arcliitqt was Thomw W. Silloway of Boston. 
The bouse is forty-six feet wide in front, and forty- 
two in the rear, the extreme length being eighty- 

%one feet. A tower on the front right-luud corrier 
is one hundred and ten feet high. The auditorium 
contains seventy-two pens, with seats for three 
hundred and eighty persons, and room in the gal- 
cry for fourteen pens. The cost of the building 
and furniture ms about 833,000. The Sunday 
aervias have been continued aitliout interruption 
ever since the first meeting, November 19, 1855. 
Tlte Sunday wl~ool numbers about one hundred 
and tifty, and since the settlement of the pastor it 
has been under his superintendence. Outside of 
the Sunday services the operntions of the society 
are chiefly carried on by the Ladies' Friendly Soci- 
ety and the Good-Will Club. The Ladies' Friendly 
Society has contributed largely to the finances of 
the parept society. The Good-Will Club has been 
in existence eight yeam Its object is "to do 
good nnd get good." Through its literary, musi- 
cal, and dramatic comniittees it has from time to 
time afforded instruction and entertainment, an(\ 
contributed over one thousand dollars toaards the 
society, the Sunday scliool, a ~ i d  tlie cl~arihble 
work of the club. I t  continued for a while a 
free evening-school for instruction in the elementary 
branches of study, and also, from its fonnation to the 
present time, has supported and cnrried on a school 
every winter for the poor children in the town, 
who are taught to sen, and are afterwards pre- 
sented with the gnnnents ma~~ufactured by them. 

Bomr Calkolic.-At the formation of the 
town and for several years after there were but few 
Roman Catliolics here; but with the increase in 
tbe number of houses there begn to be more 
people desiring church privile~~a. At first they 
wem obliged to go to IVoburn or bIedford to at- 
tend church, - a distance of two or three miles. 
Some fire or sir years ngo, feeling themselves to 
be sufficient in numbers nnd ability to have services 
of their own faith in the town, they, with the as- 
sistance of friends in tlie other deaornination~, 
mi& the necessary money, and erected and fur- 
nished the present neat a~rd cornmdious cllurch 
edifice on Washington Street, now occupied by 

them. Ber. Mr. O'Comor is tk present pc 
tor. 

Metkodist EpianrpaC So&&. - Up to Febm- 
a ry, 1872, no attempt had been made to  organize 
s 3Iethoclist society ia this town, but during thrt 
month a meeting was called for this purpose, and 
held at the midence of Jolrn C. Mason. On the 
morning of March 3, 1Y72, the first regular ser- 
vice waa entered upon, the Rev. C. IV. D m ,  of 
the semirmry, tnkiug charge of the service, the 
number of worshippers then being about sixty, - 
membership six. For two years the -society ru 
supplied wit11 preachers fmm the seminary. ' Thc 
first regular p t o r  appointed by the Annual Cdn- 
ferer~ce was the Rev. D. S. Coles, r h o  began his 
labon April 19,1874, aud continued for two years 
On the morning of October 20, 1875, groaqd 
was broken for a church edifice by C y m  Hougb- 
ton, the oldest man in the society, and for more 
than forty years a member of the Methodist 
Church, removing the .first ellovelful of earth. 
The churcli ixlifice is built on Pleasant Street, 
near the centre of the town, and is a neat wooden 
structure in the Bomanesque style of architectnre, 
from designs of T. W. Silloway of Boston. It L 
sixty-three feet long and forty feet wide, and is 
finished wit11 a neat campanile, or bell-toker, at 
the front right comer. A basement, makiag tle 
first story, contains the large lecture-room, with 
other modern conveniences, such as class-rooms, 
kitchen, etc. Although not of large dimepsiow, 
having a seating capacity for but tl~m hundred 
persons, yet it is a very tasteful editice, and well 
adapted to the needs of this youl~g and prosprow 
society. The church edifice was dedicated June 1, 
1876, and up to the present time two pastors have 
served, namely, Rev. J. E. Jubb one year, and 
Rev. George H. Che~ley, the present pastor. The 
present nu~nber of worshippers is about one hun- 
dred, with a church membership of seventyi6ve. 
Average attendance a t  the Sunday school, sixty- 
eight. 

Rising Star Divkqion, No. 512, Sons of Temper- 
ance, was instituted September 9,1858, aud after 
flourishing for a little more than two years, during 
whicb time it had numbered some seventy mem- 
bers, and as many lady visitors, and done much 
goal in the commut~ity, surrendered its charter in 
1860. It numbered some twenty a t  its d-4, 
and its property, it~cluding a handsome b n e r ,  
was sold to a division in Somerville, whicb aumed 
the same name. 
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Another division uas instituted several years 
after, and coutinued in existence for a while, and 
theu shared the fate of its pred&r. 

A lodge of G o d  Templars was instituted Jan- 
uary 12, 1867, which survived several years, and 
then'followed the example of the divisions. 

The Reform Club was organized May 6, 1876, 
and is now in the field, having supylelnented all 
the other temperan& organizations in carryi~~g on 
the temperance reform. The present membership 
is three hundred and twenty, and the club meets 
in Livingstolle Hall 011 Su~rday afternoons and at 
other times. 

. Aa auxiliary to the Reform Club, the TVom&;s 
Christian Temperance Union was formed Nay 26, 
1870, with a membership of eighty-one. It now 
numbers eighty-five. 

Scieliea, efc. - Dnring the existence of the town 
there have been several literary associations organ- 
ized, which flourished for several years. Among 
them were the Young Meu's Literary Association 
a l~d  the Winchester Lyceum, both of which .had 
lectures, debates, and entertainments, and wen 
very successful in this ray. 

At the present time some of the reli$ous socie- 
ties have organizations within their bodies which 
give more or less attention to literary matters and 
outside of these are the Young ;UellJs hssociation, 
the Adelphian Club, and the Back-Log Club. 

The Youug B1enJs Association has been in exist- 
ence for seveial years, and has a room in Lyceum 

-Building neatly furnished. I t  is composed of a 
number of the prominent young men, who make 
this room their headquirten for social intercollrse, 
literary improvement, and recreation. The clubs 
mentioned have members from both exes, and 
have literary and dnm:~tic entertainments at stated 
intervals. The Back-Log Club meets in the Kin- 

' dep r t en  Scl~ool-l~ouse, in R3ngIey Place, and the 
Adelphians meet in Lyceum Hall. 

Afaaonic. - I n  the mo11t11 of January, 1864, at 
the invitation of Abijnl~ Thompson, 3d, several 
masons residing in tllis town, among w1101n were 
Dr. Killiam Ii~galls, A. K. P. Joy, D. iT. Skill- 
in&, nnd J. F. Stone, met at his llouse on Walnut 
Street, to con~ider nBnt action could betaken to pro- 
mote the cauw of m:lsoilry. After an interchange 
of opinions, it was d~cidcd to a l l  a meeting of the 
bretl~ren living in the town nt So. 4 Lyceum IIall, 
which was lield; and at a subsequent meeting, 
held on hlarch 4, 11104, it was voted to apply for a 
dispeneation. 

A dispensation was duly granted, Nay 9,1864, 
by ITilliam Parkman, tldn grand master, and the 
lodge duly organized as \\'illiam Parkman Id&, 
Nay 10,1S61, in l\lasonic Hall, in the upper part of 
Lyceum Building, 11 l~iclr bad been fitted up for these 
purposes. A. K. P. Jog was the master, Josiah F. 
Stone, senior warderr, and Abijal~ Thompson;'Sd, 
junior warden, of the new lodge under the dispen- 
sation. At the espiration of a year a charter was 
granted, June l G ,  1563, and a'lodge under tha 
same orgauized in due and ancient forh, June SS, 
1865. A complete set of officer's jewels was 'pre- 
sented to the lodge by Mr. l'arkman, in recogni- 
tion of the l~o~lor  conferred upon him in taking 
his name for that of the lodge. The ladies of the 
hlasonic brethren united in the presei~tation, on 
June 17, 1867, of an elegant banner. The lodge 
numbers eighty-three members. 

Wi~~chester Loclge, KO. 556, Kuights of Honor, 
was instituted JIarch 81, 1877, with eleven clrar- 
ter members, and has fifty-eight members. Tl~e  
order of the Knigl~ts of I i o ~ ~ o r  is organized for 
mutual assistance, both mob1 and pecuniary. It 
also pays an insurance of two thousand dollars to 
the widow or orphan of any d&d memhr. It 
has contributed for that purpose since its institu- 
tion in 1874 'over $725,000 to the families of 
members, and Vinchester Lodge has contributed 

766 as its share of that amount. 
' 

The l~inchester Union was organized August 1, 
1871, and is a union of lndies from the different re- 
ligious societies in the tom. Its object is concisely 
stated in its constitution to be, "to aid poor, sick, 
or suffering persons by work, instruction, advice, or 
sympathy, as the case may requiw." I t  holds its 
meetings once a month, in one of the morns in the 
high-school hol~se. 

A. D. Weld Post, Grand Army of the Republic, 
was organ id  J fa j  22, 1872. Its present mem- 
bership is twenty-nine. 

Pro~ninent Ciiizena. - John Symmes, a de 
wendant in the sixth generation from the Rev. 
Zechariah Symmes, was born in 1781, in the old 
house at Bnconville built by Captain William 
Symmes, and afternads built and lived in a house 
at the locality termed S~mmes' Comer, now OCCU- 

pied by his son, Luther R. Symmes. l ie  was a 
good'man, just and upright, nnd useful in his day. 
In addition to the cultivation of a valuable farm, 
part of \vhicl~ he inherited from his early ancedtom, 
Ire carried or1 during many years the busin& of 
a rheelwright, as his father liad done before him. 
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He e t t l a l  many m.hto of dmnsed penons, and 
beld a t  different times most of the offices of trust 
in the town and parish. IIe attended public \Tor- 
ship in BIedford, nnd m s  a stanch supporter of 
civil and religious order. He was deacon of the 
Congregatiod Cl~urch in tlint town from about 
the year 1818 until his denth, Pebruary 15, 1860, 
at the age of seventy-nine yenrs. 

Among the earliest settlers in the town wns 
Robert Bacon, who in the rear 1846 settled in 
tlmt part of the t.ot1-n afterwards t e r w  hconville. 
The site where he located was pos-~sed of excel- 
leut wrrter privileges, wllich lie and liis sons im- 
proved for mnny gears in carrying OII their business. 
He also owned a large qunntit? of meadow-h~d : 
adjoining, wliich afforded quite a revenue. Tile 
taking of a large portio~l of tllia meadow-hnd as a 
part of tlie water-shed of tlie JIystic Water-Vorks 
destroyed the n t e r  privileges whichhe hnd so lo~ig 
enjoyed, and compelled him to uietdteam-power in 
carrying on his business. After seven1 years-qf SUL 
cess he gave up tlie business tph is  sons, by some 
of whom it was continued fet_mnygkrs, The 
bnsiness is now carried on b j  P grnndscg (5 N.:' 
Bacon), near %E .yae locality. Mr. pacon was' 
prominently identifie& wit11 tlie earlatrjs$ory of tl& 
town, and contributed materially to its advanced. 
ment and prosperity. He took a deep iuterest iri 
town affairs, and was 11enr1y nlways pr&~it at 
the town-meetings, encounging by his presence 
and vote whatever was best calcu1ated.t.o promote 
the prosperity of the town. He w o ~  a l e  of the 
oldest members of tile Uaiversalist denomination, 
and took an active interest i it. He died Julie 4, 
1861, at the age of eighty-three years. His 
daughter occupies the old liomestead. 

John A. Bolles was one of those prominent in 
the early llistory of the town, ntid took an active 
interest in its affairs during tlie many pa r s  that he 
was a resident therein. He was a bwyer by pro- 
fession, and secretary of the com~notirvedtli utlder 
the administntion of Governor JInrcus 3Lorton. 
During the War of the Rebellion lie ~ 3 s  upon the 
staff of Genenl- John A'. Dix;' and afterwards he 
waa appointed naval solicitor, connected with the 
Navy Department at TFashin&$on. He held this 
office for seven1 years, nnd died while holdiug the 
same, about two Fears ngo. 

Samuel B. TTliite died Xovember 9, 1875, at 
the age of seventy-five years. IIe wns born in 
Bostoti in 1503, a i ~ d  removed to tlint p r t  of TVo- 
bum mow TVi~~cheuter ill 1833. He was the first 

, % 

t m u ~ ~ r e r  of thd G& nfter its incorporation, and 
am the station-agent here for severnl years. He 
also held lnnlly otlleroffices of trust, and wns hig11b 
esteemed in the tximmuaity. In  early life he was 
.connected, nit11 the. militia of bliddlesex Count?, 
nrld at one time commanded the old 4th regiment. 
IIe was also one of the originnl members of the 
ollce celebrated Woburn Plmlunr, and its first cap- 
tain. 
; Among those resident in the town a t  its incor- 
'prntion was the Hon. Frederiik 0. Prince, tile 
p q t  mayor of Boston. He p u r c h d ,  i t  1843, 
a residence on the borders of Wedge Pond, on the 
brow of a commanding oak knoll over lwki~~g this 
beauliful sl~eet of water. He  contiuued a residetlt 

,of &'k towvn for many jean, a ~ l d  took an actlie 
part ill its enrly history. He served for tl~ree Jean 
upon tlie first school board, wluch gave such excel- 
lent shnpe and direction to the educational interests 
of tlie town. He ass also a represe~itative to the 
General Court for the years 1851,1852, and 1863, 
and a'--tor for the year 1854. He removed, wv- 
em1 yearn sinqe, to Boston, but still continues to 
:make tlk-hi~~surhmef residence. 

In .&ding to wme,of the prominent citizens, 
mentipn dyou l~  be of oue rho,  althoogb 
a privi$ individd, was, in a certain sense, a pub 
lic character for the last tllirtg gears of his life. 

tblomdln h w r i n c e  Fletcher died February 28, 
f880, nt the n& of seventy-nine pean and two 
mouths. At his funernl the following, among 
other tributes, were paid to his memory : " 3Ir. 
Fletcher had two traits of character to which I, 
wlro have known him for nearly fourteen pars, 
wish to bear testimony. First, he had a love for 
music, poetry, flowers, and everything beautifuL 
Tliis love entered into his life so deeplj that it re- 
fined liis whole nature. I t  added to that fine cour- 
tesy of his, with wllicli he was m d y  to meet friend 
and stmnger, young aud old. . . . . h n d l ~ ,  he 
devoted himself to the happiness of others. Ho\r 
full of sympnthy 11e was for the sick and sufferi~lg ! 
.HOW lnuch he phnned for the children's enjoy- 
ment ! We call n mnn of wealtl~ a man of tnmnr, 
alid it is a good u s  of words; but this mnn, uit11- 
out nny \valth, found means enough to cary  sue- 
shine arid joy wherever he weut. Mow many in 
our com~nunity have made more Ilearts Imply than 
he?. . . . Let us h y  this tribute upon his bier as we 
meet hem to-day. With a kind, loving, genemlu 
heart, he lived more for others than him-If, and 
iu all our enclenvors to make the community I u y  





pier und better, he did his part. He hath done 
I\ hat he could." 

Tliis history of the town would be incomplete 
vithout a brief record of one of its most lionored 
and prominelit citizens, who passed away from 
earth while these pages were being revised for 
publication. 

David Nelson Skillings died bfarch 10, 1830, 
at tlre age of sixty-two years. Nr. Skilli~ig was 
born in Portland, Maine, Narcli 7, 1818, coming 
to Boston at the age of twenty, with only his hands 
aud persoual skill to depend upon. He worked as 
a journeyman carpenter for four or five years, nfter 
~vliiclr he set up for himself, having attracted the 
attention of the late Ebe~i Fmncis, who employed 
him to build some houses on Beacon Street. A 
f c~ r  j a r s  afterward he formed a partnersliip with 
tlie late Albert Vi~ral, aiid the firm carried 011 the 
~vood and coal business in Cambridgeport and 
Boston, having a wliarf at tlre foot of Poplar Street, 
since filled up. He s~rbsequer~tly fonned a business 
connection with Bfr. C. F. Jones in tlie same busi- 
iless, at Bartlett's wharf, at tlre North End. After 
some time Mr. Skillings ritlidrew from tliis firm, 
and devoted his attention to the lumber business, 
associating himself with hfessrs. T~wrence Barnes 
of Burli~~gton, \rermont, Charles l\Tl~itney of Bos- 
ton, and Dnvid ~'Iiit~iey, Jr., of Detroit, hfichigan, 
u d e r  tlie firm name of Skilling and IVhitney 
T3rothers. TKO years ago a corporation was 
formed, under the name of the Skillings, ITIiitaey, 
nild Banies Lumber Company, which is probably 
the largest lumber concern in New B~glaiid. 

31r. Skillings mas a very promillent man among 
the memitile community of Boston, where liis 
business capacity was thorouglily appreciated. He 
l~nd twice been chosen by tlie legislature as a state 
dircctor iu the Boston and Albany Railroad, and 
his last term of service would have expired in 
1 S S l ;  and he had also ably represented the t o m  
of \\'iiicliester iu the lower branch of the legisla- 
ture. He was a director in the Eliot Bank aud in 

tlie El id  Insurance Company of Boston, as abo a 
director of tlie Lowell nntl Kasliua Railroad. 

Mr. Skillings was alwa~s an active temperance 
worker, having been for seven1 gears a member of 
tlie executive committee of the Jfmsaclinsetts Tern- 
pennce tilliaiice, to ahicli organization he was a 
liberal giver, and was tlie l'rohibition candidate for 

I state tmsurer for four yean coiisecutively, begm- 
ning tvitlr 1876. He was a resident of Wincheder 
for almost the elitire period of its history, and 
always took a lading p r t  iii all public mattem, 
having been largely instruine~ital in tlie introduc- 
tion of water into the town. 'He has been upon the 
board of selectmen, chairman of tlie water board 
for several years, and at the time of his death was 
president of tlie savinpbank. He was a promi- 
nent member of the First Congregational Church, 
in whicli he held tlie office of deaco~i. He waa o 
liberal but unosteiitatious giver to all wortl~y 
objects, and many a poor person has been cheered 
and comforted through his private benefactions. 
No one llss done as mucli as Mr. Skilliliga to 
beautify and adorn the town uith elegant mi- 
deuces and grouirds to correspond, a ~ d  make it 
n desirable home for persons of culture. He waa 
oiie wliose words and works proclaimed him a val- 
uable citizen and an honest man. His death, after 
a brief illaess, called fort11 a universal feeling of 
sorrow and regret, and on the day of his funeral 
tlie business of the town was entirely suspended, 
and the community gathered in tlie church to pay 
tlieir last tribute of respect to one who had u, 

liouored them, aud to look for the last time upon 
his familiar fnce. 

At tlie annual tom-meeting, Bfarch 22, 1880, 
resolutions were presented, from a committee pre- 
viously nppoirited for that purpose, setting forth 
in fitting terms tlie estimation in which the de- 
cased was held by his townsmen, which wen 
uilanimously adopted, wd ordered to be placed 
upou the records. 
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FTF,R Governor Wi~~tllrop and [q a majority of his colony left 
Charlestown for the neb ven- .,:- ' I *  I ture in Boston, the remaining 

-- .- part of the compnny, althougll 
.. ,,, - much wcnkeaed for the time, <- / grew to very considerable num- 

/ ?dl',,' t bers in the course of a few yean, 
L--- 
-;-- nnd new tetritory was called +x'=GL%7*- , -- &. 

. . - +  for. On the applicntion of sev- 
'-1 persons the court granted at1 extension of four 
miles in a north and westerly direction, tlre main 
purpose of which ass, undoubtedly, to secure in- 
tressed land for cultivation. This grant was 
called Cklestown Village. The settlers who 
p s h d  ottt in the qunrter indicated soon found 
tllemselves in need of, or their ambitious craved, 
a precinct or government of their o n .  Accord- 
ingly, on the 5th of November, 16-40, seven men 
wen chosen from the church at Chnrlestown : 
namely, Edward Convene, Ednnd Johnson, Eze- 
kiel Bicllarhn, John 3Iousall, Thomas Graves,. 
Samuel Biclurrbn, and Tllomas Riclmnlson, to 
proceed with the formatioli of a cllurch and town- 
ship. The numbers, however, who seemed desir- 
ous of following the new lead were so great, that 
the parent church bepn to consider rhetller it 
would not be seriously n.eakened by this spirit of 
emigration. At the end of a long discussion it was 
decided to be a prudent measure to let the enterprise 
go on. As in like attempts to colonize or open new 
settlements in n country that hnd known no civili- 
sation, whose forests aere unbroken, meadows un- 
drained, and riven unbridged, these commissioners 
found many serious obstacles to overcome, nnd 
mqny badships to encounter. But tlre spirit that 
led them ncross the Atlantic to find that religious 
freedom denied them at home, supported them in 
h e  trial, and nerved them to the accomplish- 
ment of their work. hltl~ougll so late in the 

' mson, the survey of the ~teiv territory was begun 
at once. On tlie fourtll day after their nppoiut- 

Y. CHAHPmEY. 

ment, Noveinber 9, rlrilt exploring near the Shar- 
shine River, a heavy snow-storm overtook them, 
in wluch they lost their wny, and were obli,d to 
pass the night under the shelter of some friendly 
rocks. During the winter the explomtions wen 
from time to time camed on. Tl~e 22d of k m -  
ber was observed as a day of specinl fasting and 
pmyer for the blessing of God upon their arduow 
work. About this time a series of meetings w 
held at the dwellings of tlle several commissionen 
at Charleston, to adopt such measurn with re 
g a d  to the hew settlement as their united judg- 
ments might approve. Arrangements were made 
during the winter (1640-41) for the immediate 
occupation of the new territory. k February, 
1641, a bridgk wns built over the Abe rjona 1 River, 
within the preseut limib of Wirrcbester, and the 
fint dwelling-hons wns erected '' over against it" 
by Edward Converse, and occupied by himself and 
family successon for many years. The location of 
the township by the commissionen took place at 
tlie same time. The site selected was on the bank 
of the Aberjona, on t l~e  "east side" of the present 
town. The Boston and Lowell Boilroad runs 
through nearly the centre of the proposed village. 
Considerable opposition was at once developed to 
the site cl~osen, and upon consultation with promi- 
nent men of Clrarlestosn who wen not of the 
emigrating party, the locltion was abandoned, and 
one fixed upon sometl~ing over a mile to the wed- 
mrd. This became the centre of the town, and 
embraced, then as now, the site of the present 
Common and its immediate surroundings. In the 
mume of the follonin~ spring house-lots were 
laid out, and several dwellings were built during 
the .won. Having carried out their plaus thus 
far, the colonists, in conformity with their religious 
convictions, begn immediatelg to cast about for 
n suitable minister. Two persons aere applied 
to, -Rev. Jonathan Burr nnd Ilev. J. Miller, -- 
both of whom, after much negotiation, declined to 

1 mi word hrr no nettled orthopphl. 



accept the call. Mr. Thomas Carter uas tlien 
urgently requested to become their pastor, amid 
much discoumgernent caused by tlie previous un- 
successful calls, and the faintheartedness of several 
who felt that tile aew elitcryrise would have to be 
abandoned ; all of wliicl~ difficulties are set down iu 
the qunint lnanner of Eil\\.ard Joli~~son i ~ r  tlie tonii 
record, m d  in his notable book entitled IYo~der- 
lf'orking Pro~i(/errce of Zion's Saaionr in Arm 
E;rglati(Z. To tile grcclt joy of the colonists, Bfr. 
Carter at -1cl1gtR fell in wit11 tlieir desires, 311d was 
ordained as the first minister of Toburn, De- 
cember 2, 1613. 111 aiiticipntion of this event 
those lxrsous rlio were con~iected with the churcli 
at Clurlestown had asked for a dismission from 
that body, wit11 authority to found a new one. 
IYith some reluctance this was acceded to, and the 
new cliurcll was orgiinized i the previous August. 

Through the mow than two centuries which 
have followed it Ins liad vital arid permanent in- 
fluence in tlie town and vicinity, aiid is still known 
as tlie First Congregational Church of 11-obuni. 
In  the interim between the foul~ding of the church 
and the settlement of tlie pastor, a petition had 
been presented ta the Geuenl Court for the incor- 
poration of the town. The court received the 
petition favorably, and an act \vns passed at the 
September session, 1612, couched in the following 
brief words, which gave to Woburn its corporate 
existence : " Charlestonn village is called Woo- 
burne." Neither Edward Jolinsoii, nlio is es- 
pecially tlie early cl~rouicler of t l ~ e  towii, nor ally 
otlier person, has given a reason for tlie adoption 
of the name. Tile suggestion of it is probably 
due to Ricl~ard Russell, of Clnrlestom, wl~o, it is 

. believed, wlxs a relative of the distinguished Russell 
family in E~igland, to w1101n. liad been given the 
abbey and park n t  1\-0bur11, ill Bedfordsl~ire, as 
a place of residence. The desire on the p r t  of 
Mr. Russell to perpetuate the llnlne of a town so 
honorably associated with his noble ki~ismali was 
a .very mtunll o ~ ~ e ,  and tlie disposition of the 
people to accept it from so proinine~~t and popular 
a person is at1 equally plausible one. The tosn 
thus autliorized was situ:lted seven miles north 
and rest from Charlesto\rn, nnd ten miles from 
Boston. Al~liougl~ tlie grant specifies a plot " four 
miles square," without definite bounds, it must 
have been pnctim11y ~nucli larger than tint. COII- 
tailling witliin its limits the present towns .of 
\\'ilmiagton, Burlington, and 11-i1icIiester (or the 
greater portion of them), the area of the town must 

have been nearer ten miles square than four. Its 
surface was pleasantly varied ; the greatest eleva- 
tions were Honi Pond Nountain, Rag Bock, and 
Locke Ilill. Its pril~eipl streams, or rivers, wen 
the Aberjona and tlie Sliawsliine ; and its water 
bnsins were Horn Poad, Uredge Pond, Sand*v 
Pond, etc. In the curtaillne~it of the t o m  by 
setting off portio~~s to otlier municipalities, Locke 
Hill and part of Horn Pond hfouatain, Wedge and 
Sandy po~~ds, and the Sliassl~ine Birer were taken 
from l\Tobuni. The remnieing sheet. of writer, 
Horn Pond, wl~ile suppl~ing facilities for boating, 

I furnishes m u y  tlioumnd. tons of ice for shippi~~g 
and local use, and is a chnrmirig feature in its 
present landscape. It was wwethiug more than 
a year after tile town received its title to corporate 
existence before a meeting of the inhabitanta was 
held. Tliis occurred in Kovember, 16-48. Com- 
mittees were cliosen for various purposes, but t b  
first town officers were not elected uutil the fallow- 
ing April. April 13, 1644, seven persons were 
chosen as selectmen, and as ther were the leadem 
in the town, tlieir names are gil-en: namely, Ed- 
ward Joliuso~~, Edward Converse, Johp Aloud ,  
William Learned, Ezekiel Richardson, Samuel 
Richardson, and James Thompson. It am not 
requisite to choose a town-clerk annually, heace 
Etlward Johnson, who liad been originally chosen 
as clerk of the commissioners, was retained in jhat 
office until his death in 1672, without re-electiou. 
Tlie toan treasury was  ma^& by the selectmen, 
with tlie exeeptio~i of one year (1695), until 1719. 
Tlie duties of assessors aud school committee were 
also discharged by the selectmen. The . t o m  
having now an organization, there wen many 
things to be done to make the situation of the 
people as comfortable as possible. House-lots 
were to be laid out and streets opened, and the 
" common lands ", (of which there were four hyn- 
dml  acres) were to be divided among the inhabi- 
tants. A house for tlre minister was also to be 
provided, as well as a meeting-house for ~ u b l j c  
worship. 

Another matter of mucl~ interest required q r ly  
attention, namel~, tlie settlement of the boundary 
bet\recn Cl~arlesto\v~i n ~ ~ d  \Yoburn. Tl~is Imd pever 
been defined. Krgotiatious were opened from time 
to time, tile illitistire al l ra~s being taken by Wobum 
until 1G50, when tlie lines were finally establjsbed 
n ~ d .  entered up011 the recoda of Cl~orlestown. 
R'early coeval with the settlement of Rev. T. Carter 
as minister, the first meeting-house mas built. Qf 
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#in structure little or nothing is k n o h .  John- 
son, in his Ilistory, alludes to it as stnltding in n 

small plain rllere four streets meet." The b- 
tion is with good msoa believed to hnve been at  
the easterly end of the Commoa, n a r  where the 
=Hiem' mollument no r  stands. The house could 
not, hive been otherwise than a very phin affair, 
without tower or steeple. IIumble as it was, it 
served the purpose of a plnce of public aorslrip for 
about thirty yean. A new olle was voted by the 
town in 1671 rind completed in 1673. I t  stood 
on the sharp spur east of the Common allich is 
atiU knosn as Ueetiag-Ilouse Hill. I t  m s  Itever 
dedicated, as the Puritan methods were in oplmsi- 
tion to all rites and ceremonies in religious matters. 
This meeting-house was not divided into pews, as 
became the fnsllion in after p a n ,  -ollly the min- 
inter's and the dencons' wives having the privilege 
of pem allowed tlrem. Thirty or forty years sub- 
secltently special permissiol~ was given to a new- 
comer from Boston to build a pew at his on11 cosh 
Thb led to recjuests of the same sort from other per- 
sons nristocratically inclined, which heing granted, 
caoaed such an outbreak of feeling as to induce the 
town authorities to revoke the order. A dmmittee 
was appointed to "seat the people," a ~ d  each per- 
son was assigned a regular place. I11 doing this, 
reference was to be had to "estate, office, and age." 
Privilege was, therefore, recogl~zed in the matter of 
position, if not in the form of pews. This meeting- 
house, with one or two enlargements, served the 
religious uses of the town for eighty years, or 
until 175% Rev. Thomas Carter occupied its pul- 
pit for a few years, though for the larger part of 
his rniuistry he llad preached in t l~e  one built about 
the time of his oditntion. In 1678 his growing 
age and infirmities led the town to consider the 
matter of providing l~im a colleague. An invita- 
tion was given to the Rev. Jabez Fox to become 
hia associate. This was ncceptetl, aud the two 
clergymen labored together Ilannoniously and satis- 
factorily tostheir people for six pears, wl~en Rev. Mr. 
Carter died, in the seveat!-fourth year of his age 
and the forty-second of his ~ni~~istrg. Jlr. Carter 
was born in Erglnnd, mid received Itis degree at 
St. Johu's College, Canibridge. He was etninently 
a good pustor, sound in doctrine, and m d y  with 
tender consolation and symptl~iziog woda to meet 
the spiritual needs of his people. 111 illustmtion of 
one of the customs of the ton-11, now llappily re- 

. mitted to the darkest comers of society, the follow- 
ing bill, fouud on the t o m  recod, rehtiag to the 

funenl cemhonies of Mr. Carter, may be pmpcrly 
introduced: - 

" Charger at .%. Tbataa &rte#r funemf in 1694. 
Fourtecu gnUous of wine at t r .  ad. per gailou 2 4 9s. W. 
For '"IT 0 9 0  
For gloves 

wan luny 
116 0 
0 6 0 

F,,~ his 0 5 0 
For JLPuchester, 6 ~ d s ,  md r jam ' 0 1 6  

e m n  
Rev. Jabez Fox, associate pastor, nor became 

the sole miuister of the clturch. He continued in 
his p i t i o n  for twenty-four p r s ,  lnboiirlg success- 
fully to promote t b  ge~leral iuterests of the parish. 
During the miuistw of Rev. 31r. Carter, or  from 
1640, to 1675, Woburn had steadily increosctcl in 
population, the land had been partially subdued, 
pod  crop  \$ere gatl~ered, a better class of houses 
than t110.w built at first had been erected, and some 
of those industries started which have since made 
the town so well known. The number of iallabi- 
tants cannot be given with accuracy, as no recorded 
census was hken till nearly a century later; but 
from the rntes levied by t l~e  county, and the laws 
respecting the eshblisl~mer~t of grammar schools, 
it is probable thnt the populatiorl was not far from 
500. But this ge~reral prosperity was soon to re- 
ceive a deriow check on accouu't of tile outbreak of 
the Indinn wan. King Philip, who had heretofore 
been in accord with the colonists, and had agreed 
by solemn t m t y  to lire nith them on amiable 
tenns, now became restive under the restraints im- 
posed by the comlmct, as well as moved by an ambi- 
tiou to rid the lnnd of an alien race which seemed 
likely soon to become its sole possson.  He 
brougllt into combi~~atiot~ his oavn and two or three 
other powerful tribes, and began a murderous as- 
sault upor1 all the exposed frontiers. \Voburn was 
too near the centrnl tornu of tlu colony to m i v e  
much hann by the direct iuvnsion of the wily enemy. 
Small raiding parties appeared in two o r  three in- 
stances in the town or its immediate vicinity, and 
altllough little loss wns incurred by the burning of 
dwellil~gs or destruction of crops, four persons were 
killcd. Tl~is, however, was but a small portion of 
the sufferillg and hardship tlmt befell Woburn iu 
colnmou with all the towns of Ken England. To 
carry on a vigorous and successful war, the tnw 
of the people were enormously increased. 

Tile yenr before the war broke out 1Vobun1's 
sl~are of the coloniil tax was but £50 ; before its 
clow it had grown to the large amount of E 6 . 9 .  
These heavy driins upon the p i l e  cat14 mucll 



uneasiness and suffering, and the spirits of many 
s u ~ k  under the trial. 

The first order from the court for service re- 
quired thirteen inen and five liorses to be provided 
for the forces being raised. Fifteen horses and 
three men were shortly after added to the require- 
ment. These, however, were no Inore tlialr a tlrird 
of the men who became soldiers in tlie war. From 
various sources it has been ascertained tliat forty- 
five others were subsequently eagipd  in the ser- 
vice, The number of Inen from l\70bum nlio took 
part in the fight at Narrngansett, in December, 
1675, is not certai~lly lino~rii, but it may be safely 
estimated nt from forty to fifty. The wilole num- 
ber from hIassiachusetts was fire hundred and 
twenty-seven. Of tlie \\'oburn soldiers engged 
in tlie action, eight were either killed or wounded. 
On the da t l i  of Pliilip, in the August followi~~g, 
the war, so far as active liostilities were concerned, 
was closed ; but the depredations of the Ilidians in 
small parties and against isolated settlements were 
continued ~ t l l  much loss aiid cruelty to the peo- 
ple expo,sed. 

But another adversity followed in tile wake of 
the Indian war. Small-pox was introduced illto 
tlie towu from Boston, which caused very general 
alarm. .Great efforts were made to prevent the 
spread of tlie disease, but t l ~  mses were numerous 
and many of them fatal. Stringent ortlers were 
issueci by the selectme11 forbiddi~~g persons who 
had been sick to appear in the inceting-house for 
several seeks, or, if there, to be seated in a place 
apart from tlie others, and to return liolne aitliout 
speakirig to or miagling with tlre people. Tlre 
distress and alarm from tliis source coritinued for 
more than P year, nlieli tlie scourip abated. 

Tlie people of \Tobum, as ucll as tllose of the 
cololiy in general, Ind elljoyed from the beginning 
all tlre freedom under tlvir origi~lsl clrarter which 
tl~ey desired. Tlrey ~na~lage:etl tlieir affairs ill .thrir 
onvli way, elected tlieir own officers, from tlre gov- 
ernor downward to tlre most unimportant p s i -  
t i o ~ a  -jn each to1r.11. Tlley held a firm allegiilr~ce 
to the king, qiid considered tl~emselrcs bou~ld to 
further tlie interests ol tile crown as against all otlier 
natio~ls. They had that strong fc.c~li~~g of loyalty 
wlricli I I ~  eevr been cliac~cteristic of EII,~'.~ I* imen, 
and hliich took many years of i~idigrities and 
ol)pressions to, callcel in tlie cololiies. After tlre 
Restoration in Englnlrd, a l~d wlre~i Clrarles 11. llad 
become firmly seated on tlic tlirone, tl~ere was a 
gmwi~rg disposition 011 th' part of the defenders of 

tlie king's prerogatives to withdraw the charters 
u~ider which tlie Xew Elrgland colonies were 
planted, and substitute others shorn of many 
privileges they et~joyed. Tlreee attempts to inter- 
fere with tile people of N e w  Englalrd were met with 
n bold alid resolute spirit, and it was not till t b  
accession of James 11. that the charter of Masso- . 
chusetts was declared vacated. Then Sir Edmu~id 
Andros appeared in Boston as governor appointed 
by tlie king. This nct caused great commotion 
tlirouglrout Ken1 Ellgland. There was not for mtne 
time any opelt mistance to tlie power of the new 
magistmte, but manj obstructions were made to the 
arbitrary Inns passed by the council, and a general' 
spirit of insubordination eve~yvliere prewiled. 
Wobum felt the illdignity ciast upon the peoplq 
as keenly as Boston. The order passed forbidding 
town-meetings to be held but once in a year, and 
then to be called by justices of the county rather 
than the selectmen, was treated with rude con- 
tempt. 

In  1657 the people assembled in town-meeting, 
as was customary, and clmse the usual officers. 
This election was declared void by the governor, 
and a new meetiag was ordered. The order ran - 
obeged, but the inhabitants displayed their inde- 
pendent spirit by electing the same men to office 
who had been previously chosen. I n  1688 the 
same proceedings were repeated. The town, in de- 
fiance of tlie king's creatures, met and elected its 
officers ; again its acts were annulled. Andm was 
growing desperate, and fines or imprisonment were . 
expected soon to follow these contumacious d o i n e  
I t  a p p r s  tliat \Yoburn at length jielded some- 
what to the threatening attitude of the au thor i tk  
Bfr. Johnson, who had been first selectma~l for 
several years, now declined to serve, and another 
person was clrosen in his place. This is supposed 
to have been to tliis extent-a reversal of the bold . 
position the town had taken. The following year , 
(1689) there is no record of a town-meeting being 
Ileld, aiid it is probable that the old officers held - 
over. 

Ilut tlie tymnnous proceerlings of Sir E d m u ~ ~ d  
Andros were suddeiily closed. Neus cnme that 
James 11. was detlrro~i~d, whereupon the people of 
Boston and neigliboriup towlls rose in arms, c a p  
tur~t l  and imprisolred llridros and some of his moot 
obno\ious udlicrel~ts, and r e p h d  the old magis- 
trates in office. There is no known account or rec- 
ord of tlre part I\-obuni plujetl in tlris revolution, 
but its tiear vicinity to Boston, and its spirited en- 



630 HISTORY OP MIDDLESEX COUNTK 

countem with tlle odi'otw tool of despotism, war- 
rants the belief that some of the people were ac- 
tively engaged in it. 

Soon nfter this a new charter m* gnnted by 
William and h t r y  to IInssachu,.etts, wl~ich can- 
biued the two colorlies of Plymoutl~ and bfassachu- 
!eetta, and wns generally acceptable. 

One of the matters that excited much interest 
ih the &kly days of the town was the slipport of 
bfystic Bridge, on Bfptic River, in Jledford. This 
bllidge, wl~ich was an important one in connection 
A t h  the miin avenue from Cl~arlestom~, ans main- 
tained for a long time by the towns of Nedford, 
Charlestown, Woburn, Jfolden, and Beading. IVo- 
barn was restive under the coit of her portion of 
the repirs, n ~ ~ d  iaclined if possible to throw it 
off. I n  1691 the town voted "to mthshnd allon- 
ing anythin8 more to the repairing of Mystic 
Bridge," and paid nothing for more than two 
years. But the court interfered, and indicted the 
towa for neglect of duty. Great excitement fol- 

. lowed. The town a p p r e d  in defence, and denied 
its liability; but the court ordered the towns 
named,-including Woburn, to cuntinue to support 
the bridge upon " p iue  and pei~alty of five pounds 
fine.", Woburn reluctantiy complied with the de- 
cision of the court, but always with a protest, until 
1761, when the t o m  was released from further tax- 
ation on account of the bridge, for the present pay- 
ment of $200 Old Tenor ; and the controversy was 
tbus permanently settled. 

As the end of tlre century approached, Woburn, 
in common with other towns of the colonies, was 
growing poore'r rather than richer. Much difficulty 
was found in collecting and payi~~g the snlary of 
the Rev. Jabez Fox, which was £ S O  per year. 
The most severe measures were adopted for tlie pur- 
pose, even to r' collecting it by distress.'! During 
the ministry of Rev. Mr. Carter, and the earlier 
yeam of that of hlr. Fox, tile ministerial salary 
had been easily and promptly raised, and many 
grstuities in additio~~ to the legal amourit were 
annually bestowed. But now there was an nb- 
-lute want, on the part of a great many, of 
the means to pay. Tlie tlepmsirrg effects of 
'the troubles and disasters of the last twenty-five 
Jean were now more fully mlized than ever. 
Before the renewal of prosperous times Rev. hlr. 
Fox died suddenly, in Boston, of rmaltpox. Like 
his predecesrror, he was not widelp known ns n 
preacher, but he seems to l~ave been a faithful 
and acceptable minister, r ho  receircd from his 

people a full share of their conldenb rud 
tion. 

I n  looking back over t b  ymm that had now 
elapsed sincc t l ~ e  ettlement of the town, i t  may 
be well to recnll some of the men who had been 
promillent ia its affairs. Tire committee of tl~ir- 
teen appointed by tlie town of Charlestown in 
1640 to explore the new temtov,  as well as the 
seven commissioners selected by the church for 
a similnr purpose, Imd all performed the work 
allotted to them: they had h id  out the torn, 
begun its settlement, formecl a church, orgauiud 
a muuicipal bocly to administer civil affairs, and 
had cor~ti~~ued to aid, foster, and support the corn- 
munity that had grown up arour~cl them, with 
energy, prudence, and industry. These were nor 
all dead : Edward Converse, Edward Johnson, 
John Noaxill, Tilomas Gmves, Ezekiel Itichard- 
.son, Samuel Richardson, Thomas Richardson, and 
John Russsll.' Each of these men had marked 
and solid traits of cbarneter. Edward Converse 
wns a deacon of the church, and for many yan  
olie of tlu local justices, or " commissioner to end 
small causes," giving evidence through his life 
of ii~tegrity, fairness, and self-control. Edward 
Johnson was one of the strikhg characters of that 
period. With an education suited to  the calibre 
of his mind, he would lure left a record in the 
early annals of New Ellglnnd second to none of its 
chief scholars. His IYouder- Working Pro~inctin 
of ZionJu Saniolrr in New Euglund bears evidencc 
of strong i~~tellectual power n~id a fertile imagina- 
tion. Its structure may be faulty, but the book 
has much originality and quainthess, and sufficient 
force and vitality to give it a permanent and hou- 
ored plnce among the enrly literature of IUassncliu- 
setts. Mr. Johnson was also an excellent mar of 
business, and had great pemrerance and fortitude. 
To him, more than any other one of the original 
settlers, is l o b u r n  indebted for its early and suc- 
cessful pla~~ting. Thomas Gmves Itad, a strong 
aud ardent nature. He resided in tlie tonm OIII! 
for a short time. He retuned to his fonner 
occupntion as a ship-master, a11d colnmanded the 
fimt skip built at Baston, named the Trial. He is 
next head of as capturing in the English Cl~annel 
a Dutch privateerJ under circumshnces that called 
for great resolution ancl bravery. For this act he 
e i v e d  a silver cup from his owners, and ra 
miset1 to the n ~ ~ k  of rear-admirnl by Cmmnell. 
He died in Charlestoan. Tl~e  Bicl~ardsons, of allom 
there were three brothers, were all men of probity 



and judgment. Tlieir residerices were near to each 
otlier in the southerly part of the town, and for 
two hundred years tlie road on wllicl~ they stood 
has been c:rlled Ricl~drdso~~~s ROW. Joli~l BuswIl 
was a connection of Richard Russell of Cbrlesto\m, 
from \rllom t h  tow11 is suplmsed to have received 
its name. Resolute ill will and decided in liis con- 
victions, lie seceded from his co~~nection witli tlie 
cllurch in 1\'oLur11, a11d adopted the viers of tlie 
Anabaptists, who lrad about 1665 made their a i r  
pearance in hslon.  For this act of heresy lie, with 
several otlier pcrsons of tile cliurcli, was summoned 
before the Court of Assistants for reprimand aud 
indictment. Tl~is course intimidated mnny, but 
John Russell and his son, Jolin, Jr., both united 
with tlie Baptist Cl~urcli in Boston. The former 
soon became a leader and an elder among tliem, 
and for his obstinacy in ad l~e r i~~g  to the obnoxious 
tenets was imprisoned in Boston for several months. 
His so11 Jolin entered the Baptiu't ministry, a i d  
was highly esteemed amoirg them as a preacher of 
unusual gifts. 

For three or k u r  !ears the cl~urch in Woburn 
was much troubled by these defections from the 
standads of tile Puritans, or Congregationalists. 
But after the Russells left I'Jobuni, and tlie otlier 
members ,of tlie cliurcl~ tainted with the Baptist 
heresy had retunled. ag.lin to its fello~~ship, tlie 
schism was healed, n ~ ~ d  110 furtl~er.me~ition is made 
of religious d i sse~~s io~~s  until tlie reapparmce of 
the Baptists iu 1790. 

Of the seco~~d gellention of men that followed 
tlie settlement of \Tobum there are two or three 
rrho deserve meution for their administrative abil- 
ity, integrity of cliancter, and the good influence 
they exerted in t l ~ :  town a ~ ~ d  colony. Promiiie~rt 
.among these was Jlr. JO~~I~SOII 'Y son, Captain E. 
Jollnson. EIe succeeded his father in the office 
of towr-clerk, wliicli position was held by tile 
.two for the u~iusually long term of fortj-eigIit 
years. Besides occul)~iag tl~is post, lie was c11o- 
sen to the General Court for several Fears, mid 
was a ineniber of tlie .\ssi$tants, wliicIi was not 
only a legislative botl~, but the I~igl~t*st court ill 
tile colony. Ilis zeal for the pressrvntio~i of the 
old charter \ms so artlcnt illat Ile was nppoilitetl 
011 the " Council for tlie snfcty of tlir l)eol,lc," at 
the time sken ll~idros alqw~nred in Boston. 

Samuel \Talker was miotl~er of tile leading men 
-of tlie second ~wriotl. J.ikc 31r. Jolinaon, he waa 
warmly attacl~ed to the oltl 3Znss~cliusetts charter, 
a~id was a metnber of the colonial co~ive~ition l~eld 

to reconstrnct the government after the deposition 
of Andros, and under tlie new cllsrter represented 
the to\rli in tlie General Court. 

Tliere were several otlier men of note in tlie 
town at this time, but two oiily of these r i l l  be 
inentiond here, namely, James Converse and h h  
son, J. Converse, Jr. The first was the san of 
Edward Converse, one of the first proprietors. 
IYithout l~avi~ig attained the higher honors of 
colo~~ial ofice, he was thoroughly fitted for the . 
duties that lie was called upon to perform by his 
fellow-citizals ; and lie eerved the tomi. honorably 
and faithfully in all the stations it had in its poww 
to coafer. Tlie son, James Converse, Jr., was lorn 
in Wobuni, soon after its incorporation. . IIp be 
came prominent ill town affairs at an early age, 
succeedi~~g to tlie trusts reposed in his father, and 
as worthily filling tliem. His reputation is, how- 
ever, chiefly founded on liis military services. He 
was captain of a conlpny in the troops sent into 
Maine during tlre wnr with the French nnd Indian3 
which colitiriued wit11 more or less fighting for tb- 
ten years from 1688 to 1698. 111 1691 he ror 
placed in com~na~id of tlie garrison at Wells, 
Maine, in the house of Lieutenaiit Storer, which 
was fortified for the prqtection of the settlere. 
l'hc number of men in the erricon did not ex- 
ceed thirty-five. The meagre force thus left to de- 
fend an important post induced the Indians under 
Jlolvas to attempt its copture. He  appeared before 
the house witli two hundred Indians, and opened* 
fierce assnult ; but Captain Converse gave them 
sucli a warm reception that Uoxas retreated. 

Tliis repulse led another sachem to boast, "My 
brother Noxas has missed it, but I will go m y d  
and have the dog Converse out of his hole." 
Sl~ortly after, tlie chief appeared before the little 
garrison with a force of three hundred to five hun- 
dred men. IIe made a fierce attack u p p  it, but 
nns met with sucli a hot fire that he quickly drew 
off his forces. nu t  tlie nest morning the assault 
was renewed with increased vigor, which led o m  
or t ao  of Captni~i Converse's inen to suggest a 
surrender, to nliich Converse .replied "that lie 
would lay t l~e  man dead wlio sliould utter t lu t  
word again." Tlie c h u g  was met with perfect 
coolness, the g m s o n  n a i t i ~ ~ g  until the enemy 
was in close range before delivering their fire. 
Tlie execution was so great that tlie Indians wen 
tllrowil iiito disorder. Rnll~ing again, they re- 
tunled to the figllt, but onotlier destructive firs 
cl~ecked their ardor, and, fi~rdi~ig the garrison atin 
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nndannted, t l iq  at 1Q@h drew off. A flag of truce 
was then sent demnnding r surrender, under the 
threat, if this was not complied with, We 'll cut 
you as s~nall as tobncco before to-morrow morn- 
ing." Captain Converse's answer was to comc on, 
for he aanted*work. The invitation mas not ac- 

e cepted, and in a few hours tile baffled chief retired 
from the contest, leaving the bmve garrison vic- 
t o n  in the unequal figl~t. For this act of courage 
and intrepidity Captaiti Converse was promoted by 
Governor Pl~ips to the mnk of major, and made 
commander of all the hlassachusetts forces in that 
qua&. 

Twenty-five years later Wobum was again in- 
volved in the struggles with the Eastern Indians. I t  
took o promineut pnrt in tile celebrated Lovewell's 
Fight. Of the thirty-four 'men engaged in that 
co110ict six were from Wobun~, one of whom was 
killed early in the action, and tl~ree were wounded. 
Bet11 IVymau, of Woburn, was ensign of the com- 
pny,  and its comma~~d fell upon him after the 
death of Captain Lovewvell and the disabling of 
Iiiegtensnts ITynan and Fanvell. He restored 
the flaggi~~g spirits of the company, and kept up 
the fight till near nigbt. The Indians first left the 
field, but tlie number of dead being great, and the 
iounded requiriug medical treatment, a retreat 
was begun early in the night for the fort near 
h i p e e  Pond, tvhich had been built as a place' of 
rendezvous in case of need. This retreat was a 
sad and suffering one. The fort was found aban- 
doned, those left in charge having received a 
'false r ep r t  of the fight. The men divided them- 
selves illto three parties, and after several d a ~ s  of ex- 
treme hardship arrived at the frontier settlements. 
Isaac Johnson, the grandson of Captain Edward 
Johnion, uiw the IVobum soldier \rho was killed. 
Three others were severely wou~~ded. The conduct 
of Bnsign Wymnn was greatly commended by the 
colonial authorities. He was promoted to the 
n n k  of captain, and presented with a sword as 
a mark of public esteem for his steadiness and 
bravery. 
The death of Rev. Jabez Fog has been previ- 

ously mentioned as having occurred in 1702. His 
son, Mr. John For, was then keeping the grammar 
scliool in Woburn. His position arid attainments 
gave him favor among his townsmen, and he was 
invited to pmcli three months on probation. His 
efforts were so satisfactory that he was chosen as 
permanent pastor, and ordained in Riovember, 
1703. The snhry voted liim was £40 in money 

and 2 4 0  in provisions, at money price. "A piecc 
of h ~ d  " was also given to him adjoiining his own 

I estate. At the opeling of his ministry Mr. Fox 
appears to have desiml n restatement of the belief 
of the cl~urch. About this time aome heresics 
were creepi~tg illto the established doctrines which 
p t l y  alarmed those who held steadfastly to the 
faith of the fathers. These were the adoption of 
the practice of admitting persoils to the communion 
who had uot givcn evidence of full mgeneration, 
and the adlieclio~~ of some (nt least secretly) to tbe 
views of tlie Anahptists, who lmd been crushed 
out in \Toburn thirty years before. 31 r. Fox ru 
anxious to clear up thew poi~~ts  by a restatement 
of doctrines. Accordingly a paper was drawn up 
which heartily reaffirmed the confession of kith 
adopted at Cambridge in 1643, which. was sub 
stantially that of the Westminster Assembly of 
1652. A h .  Fox, being thus sustaiued in hb 
views of evan&lid truth, went on with hh 
ministry successfully and happily for many jean. 
There were, however, otl~et causes for disagree- 
ment and \vrangIing in the town, or  pansh (they 
being for a long period substantially one), besides 
those arising from differing theological sentiments. 
One of these was the disposition of certain lands 
which had been granted to the town in 1664. Tbb 
gmnt consisted of 2,000 acres, which the town had 
the right to select from any unappropriated lau& 
nithi11 the colony. But it wns fifty years befon 
the selection was made. h committee was then 
chosen to take up tlie land, n l ~ o  pitched upon i 
tract called Turkey H111, lying mthin the limits 
of the present town of tuae~~burg.  The land w u  
surveyed, and tlie town took possession; Nothing 
was done wid it for several years. At length it 
was voted to sell it in one lot to the highest bid- 
der. The purchaser laas Isrnel Reed, of Woburn, 
who paid for it 23,000 in provi~ickil bonds, which 
was then equivalent to S3,666. Tlie interest of 
this snm was used by the tow11 for some time in its 
annual expenditures or in discharge of the pmvince 
tax. In a few years, Iiomver, the fund proved 
to be more of a curse than a blesing, for it led 
to serious contention as to its custody, perpetd 
wrangling at town-nwetings, and firially to its atter 
extinction through bad management. 

ConCempornry with this period, troubles a ~ d  
embarrassments fell upon the people tlirough the 
losns gmnted to the towns by the Geueml G u n  
Money was scarce, and poverty laid its lurid up11 
nearly all tlie colonists. To renhedy this evll a 



demand was made u p n  the government to issue 
bills of credit. The clamor was gratified, and 
$50,000 were issued ; m'oburn's share. u~rder this 
rule was k624. This sum was received in instal- 
ments, and placed in the hands of three persons 
nominated by the town, with authority to re-loan 
it to such citizens as coulcl give security for its 
paymert. This was in 1721. Tl~e scl~eme was 
appare~~tly succesdul, for it is believed that all the 
money was returned, 011 a l l  of the governnrent, 
from the citizens to the town, and from that to 
the &ate tmury. Having felt the use of this 
money in its stimulus to a suppved prosperity, 
a demand sprung up for a new loan of a like char- 
acter, but larger in amount. Again the General 
Court fell in with tke popular call, and in 1728 
autl~orizecl the issue of £60,000, to be distributed 
in like manner as the first. The allotme~~t to 
llToburn was about £750, thougl~ the exact sum 
is not given in the records. This amount was 
treated in the same way as the former loan, and 
placed in the har~ds of trustees, to be let to citizens 
all the same terms. The matter ran along for half 
a dozen years in a quiet my,  when the people 
began to think of the to~vn's responsibility, and 
r e q u i d  tlie trustees to report on the co~~dition 
and safety. of the funds. Kothing -ems to liave 
come of this, for two years later, in 1738, a com- 
mittee was appoiuted to proceed and collect the 
money in the 11a11ds of the trustees, and report at 
t l~e geueral town-meeting to be lleltl a few montl~s 
llence. In  the meae time the colonial authorities 
called for a portiori of the loan (about one third) to 
be refunded. Tlle money was, ho~vever, distrib- 
uted about, and could not be summarily collected, 
and the t&surer of the province being imperative, 
tlle town was obli3d to resort to a special tax to 
meet the emeqeacy. Accordin3l;l~ a rate was laid 

f o r  the sum of £350 78. 6d. This was a severe 
burden for the general inhabitants to bear, as o111y 
a small number had realized any benefit from the 
loan. But the money was not easily collected from 
the trustees or their coi~stitue~ltrc, for in 17.39, in 
1741, at~d again in 1712, new and increased efforts 
were made by the town to recover the amount; for 
the debtors werc to be "prmccutecl in I n k  to t l ~ e  
final judgment if need be." Presu~nably the whole 
sum was eventually paid by those wl~o lleltl it, al- 
thougl~ the towa records do not aa~wl~ere state the 
fact. But the u~~ensiness produced by the town's 
responsibility, the uncertainty of receivi~~g the r l~ole 
amount from the parties who had borrowed it, and 

the strain of extra taxation to make good the db 
mand of the province, were a combination of evib 
quite as 11ad to bear as were those i n d u d  by the 
poverty the loan was made to alleviate. 

Schools. - Among the varied interests to which 
the early attention of the colonists was called, wns 
that of educatioa. The leaders were for the most 
part grnduates of E~~glislr colleges, and they ear 
the irnlwrb~~ce, in a state such as they proposed 
to establish, of providing for the geliernl education 
of cl~ildren at the public 'expense. The people of 
1Vobur11 do not appear to have taken this view 

' very earnestly, for it is not until 1673 tlwt any 
record is found for t l ~ e  payment of money for 
school purposes. In that year and the few follow- 
ing ones ernall slims were p i d  to diffeerent persons 
for this service. Ten sl~illi!~gs was the common 
annual amount given to the teacher. From this it 
is very apprent that the advantages of common 
scl~ools were llot held in lrigla estimation. Byt 
that education in its higher forms for a sel* 
number of persons was regarded of g m t  impor- 
tance, is shorn by the liberal donations made to 
Harvard College.. On two several occasions, 1655 
and 1669, the contributions of Wobnrn - one for 
its general support, and the other to build a new 
college-were greater t h n  those of any other 
town in tlie colony but five. Tl~e  necessity of an 
educated ministry was the stimulant to this liberal- 
ity. The instruction of youth for the common 
walks of life was deemed of much leas importaacs. 
I t  was fortunate that the ministers and the cul- 
tured people generallp were in favor of* universal 
and compulsor~ shooling. Hence laws were early 
passed, requiring rrcl~ools of the lower grades to be 
kept in all the towns, and when a population 
reaclled to one hundred families r grammar-school 
wns to be maintailled, for neglect of wllich a heavy 
penalty was to be exacted, One point in vindica- 
ti011 of the people may be made from the fairly 
presumed fact that in many familks the children 
\rere tallght by the pnrents, md  in others tlie min- 
ister or some educated person was employed. In 
16S5 \\'obun~ I~ad .qined the number of families 
(one hnndml) reqnirwl to support a grammar 
school. 3lr. Samuel Carter, a son of the minister, 
was appointed as its first teacher, but not a s chok  
mme fonvard to m i v e  his instructions. His $5 
zl?lnry was easily earned. Tl~e ioivn, however, felt 
its superfluous pa!-inent, and reduced the salary to 
SOU. if uo pupils appeared, tl~ougb E5 yere to be 
p i d  if the soh001 was kept up. Matters went on 
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in this m y  for several years. The primary school 
was partially sumqful ,  but the grammar school 
was almost a total failure. At  length the town 
neglected to provide a teacher. Tliis was brought 
to the attention of the court, and nn indictment 
wns threatened. ,To avoid tliis, a new hc l ie r  was 
= h e n .  Tlie person selected was ~ o h n  Fox, a son 
of the minister. His salary at first was 2 9  per 
year, but soon raised to £ 18, with the expm- 
totion that a portion of it wtis to be paid by private 
~lbscriptions; but tliese never came. 

Mr. Fox being called to succeed his father in the 
ministry, Mr. Dudley Bndstrect of hndover wns 
appointed to fill his place, and was required to be 
in Woburn "during the tetm of Clmrlestown 
court." The reason for requiring a teacher to 
k p p  school especially at "Court time " was to 
rooid being indicted for n breach of the law. At 
all other periods of the yenr the tow11 authorities 
were quite inditferent "whether school kept or not," 
or' in fact preferred to save their rnoney to min-  
taining the school. Numerous teachers followed 
Mr. Bradstwet as grammar masters, who were 
h i d  on the principle of evadiug the law ss far 
as possible. The town pretended to have a gram- 
mar school in conformity to the statute, but in all 
enpgements with its teachers took cnre to signify 
that b was to be at his post at "Court time," even 
if he sliut the school-house door as soon as it ad- 
journed. Tliere is no period in tlie history of New 
England nlieri tlie feeling for general education 
was at so low an ebb as during the later years of 
the seventeenth and the first thirty years of the 
eighteenth century. 'Woburn an8 not alone in its 
disregard of tliis important matter. Many other 
towns were implicated in similar neglect, m d  re- 
sorted to the same shuffling proceediags to escape 
prosecution. The s&rcity of teachers had some- 
thing to do with the negleci in prdriding them. 
For many years previous to the Revolution tlie 
grammnr school was supported regularly. One of 
the most noted teachen during tlie period was 
Johu Fowle, who held the post for twelve years. 
He hnd the lionor of giving instruction in their 
yonth to Belljamin Thompson (Count Rumfonl) and 
Colonel Laainlni Baldsvin. Tlie first house especially 

' fitted up for the use of the gnm~nar  school aus in 
1700 ; nnd the first building erected exclusively 
for that y u r p w  aas in 1712. Breviorls to that 
time a room in some private dwelling was tlre 
place for tencliing. About 1760, primary schools 
were opened in the outlyi~ig parts of tBi: town. 

'Illereafter it was &plnrly voted that a portion of 
the school money should be expnded in tlle "ex- 
treme prts"' of tlic torn. 'file p m m a r  school, 
which l i d  been to some extent an i t incnnt  imtitn- 
tion, m a  tiow eshblishecl in the Centre, and was 
continued, with some irregularities, until 1701, 
when a new departure ia tlie scltool y s k m  m 
taken. I n  t h t  yenr a strong committee was a p  
pointed, with V~lonel hldwin nt its bead, rho 
reported an entire change in tlie school government 
and the method of instruction. To effect this, in 
tlie course of t b  next two years nine new school- 
houses were built in as many newly armrtgnecl school- 
districts, and E300 was appropriated to  pny for 
their cost. This sum proving nisufficient, tlie next 
gear (1795) another 2300 aas voted t o  complete 
the pnyment. Unfortunately for the town, its en- 
thusiasm had expended itself entirely in school- 
houses, nnd left the scliools uuprovided for. 'Ilk 
brought n presentment from tlie grand jury; wliich 
was probably disposed of aitliout penalty, as the 
records make no mention of the town being d e  
faulted. The following year £ 150 was r a i d  for 
the support of schools, and from that time until 
1830 then! m s  no marked change in the llcllod 
methods, aud but slight yearly additions to tla 
appropriations. I n  the year last named, $800 
was r a i d ,  wliich in 1837 was enlargeel to S 1,000; 
with the addition of interest on the town's share 
of the " surplus revenue.', Tliis sum wns doubled 
in 1839, when $2,000 was appropriated, and even. 
then the complaint was m d e  that tlie money r w  
insufficient, and the school season was too short. 
For the uext few years the appropriations were but 
slightly increased. At  this point of time \Yoburn 
stood low in the tables comparing the appropria- 
tions made for schooling in the different towns in 
the state. In a list of three hundred and seven 
towns made in 1840 the position occupied by 
nfoburn was Number 253. This was rndicnlly 
changed by 1818, when on a similar list of towns 
Woburn liad riser1 to the rank of 43. By the re 
vi.4 statutes I~igli schools wen required to be 
supported in towns having 4,000 idlabitants. 
Altliouglr ' containing the requisite population, 
\Toburn took no steps towards establishing one 
till 1852, shell a high school was organized and 
began its sessions. For the first four years it 
occupied moms lensed for tlie purpose. Tllen a 
cominodior~s amder  house was built, a t  a cost of 
nearly 812,000. 111 1873 - 74 the houx was 
lnaterially ei~hrged, a~id  6tkd up with laboratoria 
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and cabinets to render it aa efficient agent in the 
instructio~r of the pupils attending it. Tile expense 
of the alterations aas Q 31,563. This school, under 
the superintendence of tinee successive pr i~~cip ls ,  
hlessrs. W. A. Stone, Tl~omas Emerson, and James 
I. IIanson, has enjojed a high repuht io~~ for the 
thoroughness of its teacl~ing, and the excellent 
mom1 influence exerted upon the scholars. At the 
opening of the scliool in 1852 the number of pupils 
was thirty-one. These llsd incmwed in 1879 to 
143. The whole number of graduates to 1879 
was 358. In  1866 the increasing number and 
work of the ~chools led to the appointment of a 
general superi~itendent. Tile value of such an 
official in briuging ulliforlnity atid method into the 
school system was very soon apparent, and the 
town has annually electeil a person to fill that posi- 
tion to the present time. Several new grammar- 
scl~ool I iou~s ,  with rooms for intermediate and 
lover grades, were built between 1860 and 1875. 
By far tlie most elaborate and costly of these was 
the Cummings School-house, situated on the south- 
erlp slope of Academy Hill. It was erected in 
1874 - 76, at a cost (including funiisl~ing) of nearly 
$60,000. I t  was narned for tlre '~on. John Cum- 
ming  of JVoburn, as a compliment to his zeal and 
activity in the cause of educatiou. In 1800 the 
number of teachers en~plo~ed in tile schools was 
five, the i~umber of pupils estimated at two liun- 
dred, and the appropriation 5350. In  1879 the 
teacl~ers had increased to 43, the pupils to 2,238, 
and the appropriatiou to $28,000. Among the 
educational influences and advantages uith which 
Woburn has been favored, those rl~icli  have pro- 
ceeded from Warren Academy should receive 
honorable mention. This institution was founded 
and eudowed in 1827, by 1.a~ JTarren, Esq., of 
Chnrlestown, who g ~ v e  $5,000 for that purpose, 
an condit~otl tliat $5,000 more sl~ould be raised 
by orl~er prsolrs. This last sum was principally 
co~ltribl~ted by citizens of Woburn. A building 
was erected oa a11 eminence l i a r  tile centre of the 
to\rn in 1828, \vl~ici~ was tlren a wood-lot, but has 
since been knows as Acnde~ny Ilill. 111 its earlier 
pears tlie academy was nide1.v known for its excel- 
letit tcacliers anti the sclrolarlr atancli~ip of its gradn- 
ntes. Tlre impro\.ement in tlie grammar scl~ools i 
of the torn, and especially tlie founding of the I~igll 

elled, and arranged with apparatus suitable to the 
pumuit of studies in natunl science, and was made 
an adjunct of tile Boston School of Technology. 

The Toron Lihrary was o r g a n i d  in 1856. 
Efforts to create a public oyir~ion in favor of such 
an iustitution had been made by several citizem 
since 1850. 111 IS54 Hon. J. B. lViur( oflered to 
give 3300 to found a libmrj, provided the town 
would raise as much more. The proposal we .c- 
cepted, and \vith subsequent subscriptiom by mapy 
citizens a sufficient a m o u ~ ~ t  urn furnished to op& 
a library of 1,700 volumee, \~hich event took place 
in August, 1856. In  1866 tile volumes numbered 
3,298, and tile !early circulation was 13,366. 
From tliat time the library grew more rapidl~. 
The appropriations for it$ support were increased, 
and when tile tar  on d o g  aaR laid, the money 
from that source was added to its income. By the 
will of Charles 4. ITjnn, so11 of the Hon. J. B. 
Winn, who died in 1875, there was devised to the 
town $140,000 for library purposes. The tom 
was also made one of the residuary legatees, which 
added to the donation more than 860,000, mak,&g 
the gift upwards of 3 200,000. This munificent 
bequest was accepted by tlie tom, and placed in 
the hands of three trustees to carry out the gener- 
ous wishes of Mr. \\'inn. These pentlemen, John 
Johnson, Edtranl D. Hayden, aud- Parker L. Con- 
verse, proceeded to purchase a site and erect a 
building, in conformity with 'the wishes of the 
donor. The situation selected for the library 
building was the family estate wlrich had been 
occupied by Hon. J. B. JThn for twenty-five 
years. An adjoining lot was also purchased, to 
give ample room for the contemplated structure. 
Several architects contributed designs for the 
new building, from among dlich that offer4 by 
Gambrili and Richardson was choscn. Work' waa 
immediately commenced (1S77), and the building 
completed in the winter of 1878- 79. The design 
is n composition from medieval architecture,' and is 
as exquisite as i t  is unique, as well in its general 
outlines as in its details. Tlle material of the build- 
ing is a mixture of Longmeadow and Ollio stone, 
tile former predominating. The dimensions of the 
pmrnd-floor are 70 x 165 feet. The west win is 
the book-room of the l i b n r ~ .  Its length is 63 f eet, 
and breadth 30 feet. It is divided into twenty-four 

~ c l ~ o o l  ~ v l ~ ~ r e i n  tlie I~igl~er bnncl~es of education spncioes alcoves, of \vl~icl~ taelve are on the main 
were intrmluccd, had an u~ifavornlle influence ulmn floor al~d twelre form a b:tlcony above them. These 
the academy for seven1 years, and at length entirely are reacl~ed by flights of steps from either side. 
ruperseded it. In 1873 the building was remod- . Thc centre of the building is occupied by the d- 
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+-room, a spncious apartment 22 x 60 feet, and 
finished in a rich m d  tasteful manner. Acljoi~~ing 
this is the art-gallery, or picture-room, which is 
mted immediately from tlle vestibule. Tlie east- 
erly portion of tlie building is octago~lal in form, 
r i t h  a conical roof. It is iriteuded for a museum, 
or depository of specimens in natural history, aud 
other objects of locnl or historic interest. Tlle 
building was opened to tlie public May 1. On the 
shelves of tlierakoves an? in. tlie reading-room are 
placed and cbsificcl n&Ay l+7,000'volumes ; a 
portion of these we= bougllt from the Winn fund. 
On the walls of the picture-gallgry are hung fifty- 
five oil-pintinlp of varying 4jze and quality (which 
wen also the gift of,J!r. ~Tijiii),,but ntl of, them at- 
tractive in subject nnd of more than ayernge merit. 

Dittiubr of& Town. --The original terndry of 
Wobunl, as has liefoie bee11 stated, comlxised not 
only its present limits, but the towns of Bu,rl;ngton 
and Winchester, a~rd a lame-portion of IViifniugton. 
During the first fifty or,,six?y yeam of ,its esist- 
ence the population \ v q  Isgely centred about &lie 
meeting-house, which was located on tlie bluff or 
hill enst of the preseirt ~ m ' m o n ,  or publksquare. 
In  1700 the number of firsons taxed by -the prov- 
ince was 187, but in 1723 the number had in- 
c n m s  to 305, aho\riqg again of mod thar~ one 
third in twenty-five yeah. This increase *&quite 
largely in the northerly direction, and new ceiitres 
were formed, which received the napes 6f Sllaw- 
shine and Goshen. Tte  latter plnce had become 
of so much importance, agd its distance frqm the 
centre soinconvenieut for many purposes, that in 
1724 the town was pet i t iod  either to remove 
the meeting-house firtber to the north or allow that 
section to be set off as a new town. The petitiori 
waa decidedly r e f ~ d ,  But tlie people of Gbshen 
were in earuest, and one. gr two rebuffs could not 
sileuce them. They continued their petitions for 
several gears kfore their)end was attained. The 
repeated denials of the town led them to seek a 
separation by authority of the Genepl Court. The 
prayer of the first petition was to be made into a 
precinct only. This was ~ jec ted  by tlie court iii 
1729. I t  was renewed,. however, ahor!ly after, 
r i t h  the request that Goshen be made into a sepn- 
n t e  tom. The burden of tlie petition \ms c' tlie 
diWculties they are under by reason of their re- 
moteness from tlle place of public \\orsllip." 
While the court was corlsideritlg the petition in 
behalf of Goshen, tlie people of Sl~a\\shine were 
making similar efforts to secure a sepantion or be 

lmde into a legal precinct. A t  the first hearing 
the petition of Slmrrslii~ie was joined t o  that of 
Gmlte~i. A court committee was appointed to meet 
tlie  pets of the town, which took place in the 

.summer of 1730. Tlie committee r~lmrted in 
favor of granting the petitioua of both Gwlien nrld 
Sliaadline; tlie first to be crentd into an inde- 
pendent township by the name of lVillninpton, and 
the latter to be made a precinct, o r  seco~id parish. 

In thus dividiug tlie town the court's commit- 
tee s11y " they are of opiuion that the charge 
of supporting a mini.pter in the First Parish at 
Woburn will still be a very easy matter to tlie 
inhabitants of that parish." Tlie truth is, bow- 
ever, that this erterdcd clipping of the town was a 
g m t  dizladvantagc to its prosperity for many yean. 
The number of taxable persons was mluced from 
three 'hundred aild twelve to one hundred and 
eighty-seven. Such 'a reduction of tasable force 
could not fail to make the support of yreacliil~g 
in tlie old parish a severe burden. The ministen 
\+ere settled for life, their salaries fired or1 a xale 
commensurate with the taxable resources of the 
parish, and there was no exape from the respon- 
sibility of the situatioa. Increa-d taxation for 
the remaining members aas the only alternative. 
Rev. Ur. Fox was now declining in health. As 
is tant  preachers had been employed to relieve 
Bim; but, his ipfirmities incmsi~ig, it ru mnrid- 
end  necessary to sapply him with a pemanent 
colbgue. The candidate for the position was 3Ir. 
Edward Jackson, of Newtou, a graduate of Har- 
yard College in 1719. He  preached for some 
time on probtion, and a-as ordained as collea3ue 
August 1, 1729. But Yr. FOX was never recon- 
ciled to the choice. Mr. Jackson was to receive 
a250 settlement and lEl2O mlnry per year in bills 
of credit, " as tlie money now is." Tbe ordina- 
tion was accompanied with a most sumptuous en- 
tertainment, of which the principnl report left is a 
bill of Jonathan Poole for supplying it. Of what 
nei~llboring ministers or others tlie cou~icil and 
officiating ministers consisted no record is pre- 
served ; but that the visiting pastom and their 
retinue were numerous, and that the citizens of 
the town very geuemlly partook of the ordi- 
nation repst, inay be fairly inferred when it is 
stated that said Poole provided for four hundred 
arid tliirtj-three dinners and one hundred and 
seventy-eight brenkfasts aud suppers, which, with 
horse-keeping, cider, wine, Inndy, rum, sugar, 
and pips, amounted to L 83 9 r. 6d. From this 





free expenditure of money for a single day's re- 
ligious celebration no one would draw tlie conclu- 
sion tlrat money was scarce, or that the parisli and 
town taxes Irere hard to mcet. I t  sl~ould be re- 
membered, Irowever, that in those days holidays 
were uot in every montlr in the calendar, and that 
i11 these religious gatl~erings (few and far bet\reen) 
were found the best opportunities for displajing the 
11atura1 love of t l ~ r  people for escitement a~rd feast- 
ing : for, wl~ile the elders .\rere attending divine 
service and its gastronon~ic perorations, the youtl~ 
were engaged in the " manly exercise" of square- 
ball, quoits, and fisticutfs to so noisy a degree that 
the  outsider^ " gave tone and clra~cter to the day. 

The dissensions between Mr. Fox ind his col- 
league incmsed with time, and it is reported they 
did not recognize each otl~cr when in the same pul- 
pit. The division between the pastors naturally led 
to prties among the people. Mr. Jackson, being 
tlie jounger man, gathered the larger number to liis 
standard. Difficulties now arose respecting tlieir 
slaries. Mr. Fos, being the unpopular invalid, 
was indifferently provided for. He received rotli- 
ins in 1731 -32. Besides, his £80 salary, voted 
to lii~n on settlement, aas now worth no 111ore than 
f 40, o\risg to the depreciation of the currency. 
Mr. Fox at lengtli took legal measures to secure 
11is rights. Iie sued tlie tonn, not only for the snl- 
ary unpaid, but for the d~fl'erence between the cur- 
rencies at the time of Iris settlement in 1702 and 
the depreciated vulue of 1732. Judgment wos 
finally obtained in liis favor. I t  \ms at t l~is  time 
that the divorce took place between tile parish and 
the town. Heretofore every actiou in relation 
to the settlemelit and support of tlre ~ninister had 
devolved u p t i  the town equally wit11 the cl~urcl~ 
or parish. This relatio~~ was sow dissolved, and 
parish and municipsl affairs were conducted oa 
a separate basis. Tlie salary problems connected 
with the First Parisli were uot, l~o\rever, wholly 
solved. For scieveral !ears they eontir~ucd to exert 
their troublesome and depressing inflncnces. At 
Iengtlr the feuds and nlie~~ations led to tile establisll- 
ment of a tliid paris11 in 17-46. Mr. Fox and 
his friends first moved for a scpr;~tioa, olld asked 
to be set off as a distinct socict?, and relieved from 
pn!ing tases for the supp~r t  of JIr. Jocksoa. Tlie 
petitiou uas denied, but a vote was pnswd " to build 
a I I C ~  meeting-house." Tllis, it way believed, would 
etTectuell? cl~eck the desire for a division ; hut the 
frie~lds of Mr. Fox were not to be t l~us siler~md. 
They applied to the General h u r t  for redress. 
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That body reported favorably n p n  their petition, 
and gave permission for a new precit~ct, or third 
prish, to be fonned. T l ~ e  eeceders l ~ u m b e d  
about two fiftl~s of the whole lh~risli. Rev. Nr. 
FOX being too old and feeble tu take charge of the 
new church, the Rev. Josiah Cotton was callcd to 
be the pstor, and  as installed July 15, 17-47. 
T l~e  Tl~ird Paris11 never had a meeting-house of i b  
own, but used for its place of worship a large room 
in a tl~eu uufi~~ishcd building on JIai~i  Street, 11ot 
far from olqmsite tlre present high-school bow.  
Tlre First Parish did not forget its rote to build a 
new meeting-house, but appointed a committee to 
present plaus and estimates. A divisioi~ of opin- 
ion was at once revealed ns to its site. Many aem 
in fnvor of placin? the new house on tlie level 
ground west of Jleeting-house Hill, where the 
one then in use was situated, and that site wam 
finally selected. I t  was a part of the praent Com- 
mon, uear the soldiers' mouument. The raising 
of the meeting-l~ouw (the t l~inl  built since the set- 
tlement of tlre town) took place in December, 17411. 
To sulqmrt the impulses uliicli led to the under- 
taking, t\vei~ty gallons of rum, trve~ltj-five p u ~ i d s  
of sugar, and tao  b'~rrels of cider were provided 
by the parish. Tlie liouse was completed in 1762, 
but never dedicated. 

Two years after t l~is Rev. Mr. J~IC~SOII, the pas- 
tor, died, at t l ~ e  age of fifty-five, and in the twenty- 
sixtli )ear of liis ministry. His seaior, Rev. Mr. 
Fox, aas still living at ail advanced age, but blind, 
and entirely incapacitated for labor. The petor- 
ate of Afr. Jackson, however ean~est and siucem 
migl~t have bee11 llis efforts, was only partially suc- 
cessful. Tlie disatiection between l~imself and his 
collengue must have produced great personal dis- 
comfort, and the long strusgle \ritli the parisli 
for the maintenance of his rights was no doubt the 
muse of much uneasiness and vexation. Wit11 the 
friends who sustained him lie \ms popular, aud 
highly esteemed as a graceful pulpit orator aud os 
a mall of good culture and capacity. 

A successor to Rev. Alr. Jackson was soon 
foulid in the person of Jlr. Josiah Sherman. He 
\\-as ordained in 176G. Just at  this time the death 
of Ilcv. Jol~ri Fos took !dace. He was orclaind 
in 1703, and co~~wquen t l~  Imtl bee11 at the hend of 
the parish fift~-three y a m .  His supporters beiltg 
now witl~out a leader, nntl Rev. Mr. Sl~erman hav- 
ing many nttractire cjualities both in tlre pulpit and 
out, an etfort was made to rec:~ll tlre Tl~ird Parish 
back to a union r i tb  tlie Fint. An agreement 



was m come to, nnd Rev. Mr. Cotton, the minis- 
ter of tlie Third Parish, asked a dismission, w11icl1 
ma rcadily granted, and thus the two bodies were 
again merged ill one, which has continued in- 
tact ever since: The new meeting-l~ouse \\+as now 
too small for the large accession of numbers, and 
ib enlargement m s  at once uudertaken. Twenty 
new pews were added, which, wit11 the pufcllase of 
a new bell for the tower," caused a general pot1 
feeling nrnoug the people, and peace and prosperity 
for a time prevailed. 

The next great public event with which Woburn 
became associated -as did all Xew England -was 
the old French War. This war, which was so 
aostlp i men and money to the colonists, be.pn 
in 1735. The contest was confined for the most 
part to the Caaadin~ borders and to Sova Scotin, 
but it absorbed a large nun~ber of the able-bodied 
men of Xew England. I t  a h  increased the taxa- 
tion to a burdensome degree. The taxes of Wo- 
burn were raked from El39 9s. 5d. in 1735 to 
$518 - 9s. 9d.  in 1763, the pear in which pence 
was declared. T l~e  number of men sent from 
Woburn to the frout in course of tlie struggle was 
not far from one hu~~dred and fifty, tlie pop~~htion 
at that time being estimated at about 1,500. In 
the first year alone fifty-four men were enlisted 
and atbclied to the espeditions against Piova Sco- 
tia and Crown Point. T l~e  war develol~ed no 
military leader from \Yoburn. Lieutenant Tliomp- 
son wns the most prominent of its soldiers. He left 
a journal of the caml~~iga  in which he was engaged, 
which is an interesting memorial of tlie period. 
. Rev. Mr. Shermnn lmd not been many years 
over the parish before new troubles arose, similar 
to those which l t d  been a source of vexation in 
previous pnstorates. Their foundation was the 
money question. Mr. Sherman was not npparer~tly 
a close financier, and bccarne embarrassed in many 
ways. Hi sahry was too small, as he believed, 
though he made no public con~plaint for several 
years. I u  1774 he asked for " proper relief." The 
parish debated the matter for a Fear without doing 
anything, when, in June, 1775, Ile asked to be 
dismissed from his pastoral relntions. This was 
gmnterl in March of the same Fear, at the close of 
many altercations and storlny cli~cue~ior~s. hlr. 
Sl~ern~an was untloubtedly onc of the nblrst mini$- 
ten that had occupied the pnlpit of the First Par- 
ish. Ire was a brother of Roger Sl~ermari, a signer 
of the Decbratio~l of Indelwndcace, and llnd tlre 
reputation of being an unusually fervid a id  el+ 

quent preacher. After leaving M'oburn he  d l r d  
in Con~ledicut, and died at Woodbr idp ,  in that 
stnte, in Kovember, 1789. 

1Yobun1 is now brougl~t to the advent of the 
American Revolution. She I d  done noble ser- 

I vice in the many and e x b u s t i ~ ~ g  \ran with the 
I Indians, and had been ardent and loyal in the con- 
test that gave to E~~glirr~d the suprelnacy in Canada 
and along the lukes aud riven of the We&. She 
m s  now to allow her love of liberty t o  be a supe- 
rior motive to her devotion to king and' crown. 
Thc excitement caused by the aggressive move- 
ments of the Rritid~ government was as fully s h a d  
by the people of 1Ynbum as tho* of the neighbor- 
ing totrlrs. They instructed their representative to 
the General Court to allow no damages to Governor 
Ilntchinson for l~ i r  loss in the Stamp Act, and sent 
delegiites to tlre convention in Boston i t  1768 
to consider the state of public affairs. The most 
decided movement in favor of the stand taken by 
the people of Kew Englnnd ag ins t  the arbitraw 
enactments of parliament was made ia 1778, when 
a town-meeting sns held, n ~ ~ d  a series of vigorow 
resolntions were pssed. While the* resolutions 
still maintained the autl~ority of the crown, and 
expressed the prevailing loyalty to the king, tl~ey 
asserted in t l~e  most positive manner their rigl~b 
under tlie British Constitution, and qmified in 
strong language the grievances of 11-lrich they Id 
so mucl~ reason to complai~~. At the same meet- 
ing a co~nmittee of c o r ~ p n d e n c e  was cl~oose to 
maintain communiation with Boston and other 
t o w ~ ~ s  in the colony. A powder-house was built, 
and stored nit11 sucl~ ammunitbn as could be pm- 
cuwd. A delegate, Samuel Wyman, was cl~osen 
to the Provincial Congress in Januarp, 1775, a ~ ~ d  
the province tax of that year wag paid to t l ~ e  a p t  
of tlre congress instead of tlie regularly constitnted 
treasurer. A large committee was nlso appointed 
to enforce the decrees of the Continental C o n g m  
with regnnl to the use of imported articles. TKO 
d a p  before the opening of tlie struggle (April 17, 
1775) a compaliy of fifty minute-men was raised, to 
be organized ant1 lliseiplinecl forwhatever service the 
Provincial or Conti~~ental Congress might rrquire. 
This nlly of figlrtiug men was none too soon. On 
the morning of the 19th t!~e alarm rwcl~ed the 
town, rvliicl~ wns started from the tower of the old 
Xortl~ Cl~urcl~, and accomplished by the ~nidrii~ht 
rille of Paul Revere. A l a p  nnmber of men 
cnugl~t up their anns, and I~n?;tened to L e r i ~ ~ ~ o r ~  
to meet the invaders. Mr. Sjlvmus Wood was in 



season to be enrolled in Captain Parker's company 
OII Lexington Co~nmon, and stood wit11 it to receive 
the charge of the Britisli column, and with otlien, 
in return, 

" Fired tbe shot I~eard round the world." 
Nr. Tood  always claimed that later in tile day 
he captured a straggler of the enelny and had t l ~  
lionor of taking tlie first prisoner of war. This 
claim was recognized by Congress in 1824, nnd a 
peilsion grnnted for the act. Of tlie minute-men 
from nToburn who follo~verl and harassed the 
British troops two men were killed, Asaliel Porter 
and Daniel Tlio~npson, both of whom were young 
men of enterprise and reputation. The evening 
before the march to Lexir~gton, John Hnncock 
and Samuel Adams liad left Concord for a place of , 

large amount. The first item exceeded N,000; 
and the shirts, blankets, a l~d shoes swelled tlmt 
sum fully one half more. The whole amwnt of 
tases - town, province, and continental -asses..ed 
between 1775 and 1753 exceeded S?H,000, lnrful 
money, or more than $00,000. This was d m m  
from a population of 1,500 or 1,600 persons. The 
same ratio of tax to-day would protluce more than 
a Ilalf- nill lion dollnn. -Tbe evils of depreciation 
became so desperate that an attempt was mnde ta 
remedy them by public nction. A convention was 
held at Concord in 1779 for this purpose. Tlle 
clelegte from Woburn was Samuel Tbornpn.  
This conrention established prices for the leading 
articles used irl tlie community. Tlie list included 
in its necessities of life "flip or toddy" at 128. per 

greater safety. They came to nToburn Precinct 
(now Burliagton), early tlie next moniing, and took 
shelter in the liouse of Madam Jones. While din- 
ner was preparing a new alarm was given, and tile 
distiaguislied guests were hurried off to a retired 
residence in Bedford, with the loss of tlie dinner of 
fresh sal~non tvliich good Mrs. Jon& was preparing 
for tliem. The war for independence, or for the 
constitutional rights of the coloiiiste, b e i ~ ~ g  now 
begun, Wobuni eng,~gcd in it with nil the zeal 
and patriotism that inspired New England ill that 
d.iy of trial. IIer soldiers flocked to tlie pLces of 
re~rdezvous,and were employed in guarding the lilies 
a t  Cambridge, Boston, ant1 Rosbery. KO doubt, 
many of tliem were preseut at tile battle of Bunker 
Hill. Duriug the Fears 1775 and 1776 one hun- 
dred and eigl~tp of tlie citizens were enggecl in 
the service in the neiyhborliood of Boston, or were 
seiit to New Tork, Xew Jersey, Canada, or Ticon- 
derog. In 1775 the number of persons subject 
to the provincial tax was but 31 1. The proportion 
of those who served in some militarj capacity must 
consequently have been very large. Tlie first con- 
sidenble sum of money mised for the war was in 
December, 1776, when E1,500 was voted to pay 
existing bills and such charges as might arise in 
enlisting mcn " for tlie defence of the American 
culonies." The amount voted for sucll purpose 
during the m r  wns i ~ e ~ r l y  $50,000 in currency, 
or £52613 in coin,-wl~irl~ was a large sum for 
the times, and drew upoil tlie resources of the town 
witli a Iieavy hnnd. But money arid men were not 
tlie oaly thing wanted. There were no stores of 
grain, meat, and otlier commie~ry requirements, 
to be found in the marlicts of tliat day. Hence 
Woburn was assessed for beef and clotliing to a 

' boal, arid Kew England rum at 108. p r  mug. 
Tlie people of TYoburn accepted the prices voted 
by tlie convention, nnd appointed a committee to 
see tllat there was no violation of its behests. 
Experience, however, soon proved that the natural 
laws of currency and trade were too strong to be 
defied or cllanged by resolutions and conventions. 
The attempt at wplation n-as soon given up. . The 
first e~ilistments for tlie war were made by dr& 
from the tliree military companies then existing hi 
tlie town. At a later period men were "hired into 
t11e war" b~ bounties, and at last by a resort to 
classes, each class being responsible for its-man or 
~iulnber of men. Tlie whole nomber of men r h o  
were for a longer or sl~orter period engaged in the 
war was three hundred and seventy-six, which 
number does not i~~clude forty-six other. persons 
wlio were enlisted by tlie town from other loulities. 
This shows thqt the uumber of enlisted meu during 
the seven Fears of tlie war was greater than the 
actual ~nafe population liable to military duty in 
any one Fear during that time. In the midst of 
tlie trjiiig events of the war the state of B1assach~- 
setts had formed a new constitutio~i, embrnci~lg 
features more in co~~fo r~n~ ty  with its position as a 
leader in tlie movemerrt for independeow and re- 
form. 111 1578 the legislature sent the new instry- 
ment for tlie approval of the t om,  but it was 
unanimously rrjected. The great objection to it 
appran to have bren that it was fmmed by tile 
lrgislatuw, and not by a convention of delegates 
elected for the purpose. 

I n  1779 a convention was held a t  Cambride, 
and a new constitution was adopted. Tllis rm 
presented to tlie people of IToburn in 1780, end 
accepted, though not unanimously. The property 
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qualification for votes was disapproved, and a 
nsolution p s e d  exclucring ordained ministers and 
atton~eys-at-law from membership to the 1egisli1- 
ture. A few p r s  later, when the Fedenl Co~lsti- 
tut~on was before the people of Massachusetts for 
consideration, the delegates to the state conver~tion 
from Woburn were 'I'imothy \\rinn al~d James 
gowie, Jr. h c o n  Winn o p p e d  the adoption 
of the Colutitut~on witl~out amendments. The 
speecli prepred in defence of his views was lost to 
the convention in consequence of Iris absence at the 
time certain amendments were under debate, tl~ougli 
subsequently printed in the Boston Indepentleul 
Chronicle. I t  is well known that the Co~~stitution 
was adopted or~ly by a small &jority in the con- 
vention of about 330 delegates. 

Soon after the war there was considenble public 
excitement on the question of wl~ot sl~ould be done 
wit11 the tories and refugees who had plnyed n 
hostile p r t  against the Revolution. At a town- 
meeting held m May, 1783, very severe resolu- 
tions wek passed aginst all such persons, and an 
act prohibiting their return to the town or state 
atged upon t l~e  legislature. I t  wns said, c' Our 
Canaan will enjoy no rest while the Philistines are 
suffered to dwell among us." These bitter feel- 
ings survived for many years. But many who had 
continued their allegiance to the British crown 
during the war, at its close accepted the situation, 
q d  became earnest and patriotic citizens of the 
new republic. 

The ot~ly person from Woburn who held any 
considerable position in the Continentnl Army was 
Colonel Loammi Baldwin. He elllisted as a pri- 
vate In April, 1775, but was soon advanced to 
superior positions, and in August follpsing \ms 
appointed colonel of the 38th regiment. He was 
rtclt~onecl about Boston until the begianing of 
1776, nilen his regiment was ordered to New 
York, where he remained until its evncuation by 
Wasl~ington ill September. IVit11 him he c r o s d  
the Delau-are December 8, and recrossed Decem- 
ber 25, aud participnted in the gallant fight at 
Trentbn. Colonel Biddwin l~nd many qualifica- 
tions as a military leader; but, l~is health failing 
a few months Lter, he wns honorably discharged 
from the army, and never again returned to it. 
His long a~td  useful life was spent in Woburn, 
and he was in many respects the most able and 
trusted of all her public men. He was the first 
high sheriff of &Iiddlesex County after the organi- 
mtion of the new government, nn ofice which be 

lll'led with gred acceptance for many years. He 
was erected times a. a delegate t o  the Gen- 
en1 Court, and exercised thmugli his life a large 
and healtl~y inhence in public affairs. To l~im i 
the com~nunity indebted if not for originating, ar- 
tainly for making known and p r o p o p t i ~ ~ g ,  the c&- 
brated Bnldrin ippk. He was one of the principal 
projectors as well as one of the most active superin- 
teudeuts of the antrtrnction of the Bliddiesex Callal. ' This muc11 noted and valuable water-conme fro111 the 
hlerrimack to tk Charles was a principal feature in 
Woburn for about forty years, and added much to 
its business facilities and prosperit?. It was whoRy 
superseded by tbe building of the Lowell Bailroad, 
ancl the s ~ t e  d it through the t o m  is no lohger 
easily traced. 

At the close d the Berolutionay War  Wobnm 
was left in an impoverished state. Besides th 
coustant drain rpon its purse, annually lmid out, it 
l~ad borrowed $4,000 to 85,000, for wiliclr it-- 
still in debt. m ~ e  depressio~~ caused by this state 
of thing led the town into- the declarhtion of 
unpatriotic sentiments when the Shsys Rebellion 
took place, in 1786 - 87. Being called u p  to 
raise a force bo aid in its s u p p e i o n ,  i t  voted 
"not to give my eneourngeme~~t to the 'expedi- 
tion," and simihr votes were pk5,sed respecting ttic 
payment of t k  persons wl~o enlisted for that 
purpose. Stin, a strong protest was at the 
time entered against those votes, and they wen 
afterward reamsidered. They could never hare 
been sanctioned at all but for the great evils that 
followed the \N> and the excitement growing out 
of them. 

The next important epoch in the annals of Wo- 
Gum was the separation fmm it of the precinct of 
Shnwuh~ne, or tbe Second Parish. I t  Ius already 
been stated that this parish was formed in 1730, 
at the time G&n nas made a distinct tom by 
the uame of wlmington. Attempts were made 
by the people, m 1733 - 34, in 17 74, and in 1782, 
to form a sepante tomship, but wen unkccess- 
ful. In 1797 tbe snbject was again renewed. A 
petition was pwented to the Ger~enl Court ashng 
for the division. A t o m  committee ans c h o w  to 
oppose it, but the project was actively pushed by 
the Second h & i h  before the legislature, md  in 
spite of the foraidable oppos~tion and the appar- 
ently small reaon for the division, the 'court do 
cided to grant tbe pet~t~on, and the Second Pansh 
became a dwtiact township under the hame of 
Burlmgton. lkh took place February %8,1799. 



The dismemberment caused a Iiavy loss to the 
old town in populatio~i and wealtlt. By the tint 
United States ceiisus, 1790, IToburn contained 
1,727 i11lurbitant.s ; at the second census, in 1800, 
i t  11ad only 1,228. The territorial loss was 7,418 
acres, aud of the tawble property more than one 
fourth. For tlie next ten years tlie gmu-tli of 
11-obun~ was scarcely perceptible iu arty respect, 
a~ id  in populatiou there wns a decrease of niie, the 
ceiisus of 1810 givirg but 1,219 persous. Durii~g 
this period tliere was little or no ~nnuufacturi~~g 
busiuess in tlie torn. Tlie commu~iity was made 
up almost 'exclusively of agriculturists, the only 
exceptio~v being the tauner, the blacksmith, the 
miller, the shoemaker, arid trader, who supplied 
tlie people with the necessities belongiug to their 
respective vocations. The establishment of a tan- 
nery on a more extensive scale did not take place 
uiitil the next decade, of d ~ i c l i  more will be said in 
noticii~g the ~nauufacturing interests of the town. 

For twenty-five years, including aud following 
the Revolution, the scl~ools were co~it i~~ued i i ~  a 
rather desultory manner. Tlie war disbrgaiii,~ct 
every other interest to a greater or less extent, to 
which the education of cliildren was no exceptiou. 
111 1790 a new feeling was aroused on tlie subject, 
wliicli iu 1792 assumed definite form, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to revise the scliool system, 
and estoblisli olie more comprel~en~i\ve and uniform. 
The report of this committee, of ~vhicli Loammi 
Baldwin was cliairmau, was a carefully written and 
(lignified document,in which tlie needs and methods 
of education were clearly set forth. Tlie town was 
divided into couvenieut districts for local scl~ools, 
while the grammar school was to be retaised near 
tlie centre of encli parish. JVitl~in the next three 
!ears £000 were r a i d  for school-houses, each 
of the &new districts llavil~g one built for its use. 
Under, this ilew system, a id  tlie stimulus derived 
from it, the scliool~ of the town irere greatly im- 
proved, a~ id  no iinportant clunge took place for 
Inore thai~ fifty years. 

After tlie dismissal of Mr. Sherman as pastor of 
the first cliurcl~, ill 1775, tliere was no one settled 
in his place for ~~ear lp  ten years. I11 Dwember, 
173.1, Mr. S~aluel Sar~ent  was invited to the 
parish. The call was accepted, nnil Mr. SRrge~rt 
upas ordained in llihrch, 1785. But he was s ~ ~ m l y  
warm in liis pulpit before dissension and oppositio~~ 
began to matlifest tliemselves, and these contir~ued 
tl~rouglr tlie entire period of llis niiaiatry, nbout 
fourteen Fears. His origil~iil settlcme~~t Inolrey had 

not been paid in 1790, and t l ~  parish wan aped 
for the amount. It liad no defence, and was de- 
faulted. Tlie parish was also sued about this time 
by the Baptist Society at l 'es t  Cambridge for the 
taxa  of tl~ose persons who IL-d withdrawn from it. 
Tliis suit was successful after a protracted litiga- 
tio~i. Seven1 years more of contentiou in the 
parish folloaed, when, in 1798, au agyment  aor 
made to call n mutual council to dispose of the 
quarrel if possible. The couircil unanimously 
reco~nmended the dissolution of the relations be- 
tween pastor'and people, which took place in April, 
1799. Rev. hLr. Sargcz!tit removed from Wobarn 
to Chester, Vermont, where he preached on agree- 
ment from time to time, but was never again s ret- 
tled pastor. His dent11 took place at Chester in 
1818, at the age of sixty-three. From the dismis- 
sal of Mr. Sargent to tlre settlement of his s u c c ~ r  
there was a11 i~iterval of four years. In Decem- 
ber, 1803, Mr. Joseph Chickering was uivited by 
both church and parish to become their pastor, 
which was accepted. Tlie terms of eettlement 
agreed upon were $SO0 t o  be paid within a year, 
and an annual salary of $650 and fifteen cords o'f 
wood. The ordinatiou took phce in March, 1304. 
For several years the mi~listv of Rev. Mr. Chicker- 
i l ~ g  bras marked with unusual success. The people ' 

were united, r ~ ~ d  the accessions to the church were 
large. I n  1820 lie asked for a dismissal, which 
was approved by council. 31r. Chickering wai 
graduated at Harvard College in 1700. Frdm 
Woburn he removed to Phillipston, ~aa~cl i i t se t td ,  
where he preached until 1835, when he retired 
from the ministry on account of infinn health, and 
died in that town ill 1844. 111 1803, during t& 
pastorate of Ilev. Mr. Chickering, tlie third meeting- 
house, which was built in 1752, oil tlie easterly side 
of tile Common, was burnt to the ground. Before 
the fire the question of repairing the house or build: 
i~ tg  a new oue had been discussed in tlm parish. 
Tile decisioil liad 110s he11 made. T l o  days after 
tlie fire a town-meeting was held, and it was yo td  
to rebuild the meeting-house ot once.  he rite 
selrctccl uas on tile l~ortl~erly side of tlie Cowmoll, 
nlltl 11earl.v itle~itical wit11 tlut'now occupied' by the 
First Ul~itnrian Cl~urclr. It was dedicated June 28, 
1800. The pews were appraised, and the cboiq 
soltl by auctio~i. T l~e  proceeds of the wle amounted 
to more t11a11 53,000 over the cost of the building. 
This suln was funded for the support of t l a  mink 
try of the society, a ~ d  r~uluined tl~us iarested untd 
1Y61, r l ie~i  the an~ou~rt wus merged in the ~011: 



structio~r fund of tile present meeting-house. Mr. 
Joseph krrnett became the next pastor of the soci- 
ety, and hh ordination took place January 1,1883. 
Rev. Mr. lle~iuett proved to be an active, energetic 
minister. Tlie accessions to the cl~urclr were hrger 
than under any previous pastorate. 

- 

In 1832 tlre Lonpell Filroiid was built, wlrich 
ran tl~rough tlrc south turd east portioi~s of the 
town. A villagd spmig up i~ot  f u  from the spot 
where the first houx ni built. In 1840 the 
people of tlris villnge, cnlled South ITobuni, formed 
a church and society, and asked to be set off. A 
new meeting-house was built, n~id in December of 
that year tlie lrouse a-as -dedicated, and tlie new - .  

1866. The meetiag-house on the north side of the 
Common, built iti 1340, was po far outgrown iu 
1860 by tlie increase of the society, thnt an en- 
larbvmcnt or n new building h m e  necess~ry. 
As the Lnd for enlargement could not be ens~ly 
obtained, it was voted to e rq t  a new house of very 
much hrger dimeusious, and ou the *opposite side 
of the Common. Tlre building was completed, 
and dtrdicnted ill October, 1861. The churcli u 
one of the lnrgest and best-appointed houses of 
worship in the county. Its total cost was about 
562,000. The audience-room is u p b l e  of seati~ig 
Bfteen lrandred persons, arid is beautiful both 111 

form and decoration. After the resipation of Rev. 
cliurch and society was formed. A few months 
previous to the organization of the South Wobuni 
church, the fourth meetia6-l~oiise, built in 1509, 
wns found to be in such bad coudition as to re- 
quire exte~~sion and repirs or entire recoustructioii. 
The latter course was determined on, arid the fifth 
meeting-house was erected on the same site. The 
dedicatiolr took plnce December 31, 1810. Mr. 
Bennett couti~~ued as  pastor of the society until 
1842, when, during a period of mental depression 
to which he \raa subject, Ile took Iris own life. 
!his uierpected event caused much sorrow a~rd 
excitement, as he was lield iu high esteem by tlre 
p p l e  to wlrom he niiaistered, as uvell as by the 
co~rgregational body to \vlrich Ile was attached. 
In the spring of 1848 the prish rnnde choice of 
Mr. Jonathan Edwnrds as its pstor. He contin- 
ued his connection with tlre society for eight peak, 
giving entire satisfaction to his people and render- 
irrg many i~nportai~t services to tlie educiltior~ul and 
social interests of the town. He ads dismissed 
nt tiis own request in 1856. In August of tlre 
same year Rev. Daniel Jlarcb tvas called to the pul- 
pit of the parish, and iristnlled ill October. Tlie 
many gifts of Rev. Mr. March as n speaker, writer, 
ant1 educator mntle him one of the most p l~u ln r  nird 
uxful pastors the society hat1 ever enjo~ed. He re- 
signed in 1963, much to tlie regret of the citize~ls of 
the tou-~i nt large as well as his ow11 1~oj)le. 

l'he successor of Rev. Jlr. Jlarclr was Rev. J. C. 
Bodwell, D. D., who was iilstalld as ~rqstor in 
October, 1862. Dr. Bdwt.11 was n preacher of 
unusual power. His sennous were rnotlels of colr- 
strnction nnd sustaiaed force, clothed i ~ r  la~~gunge 
and rhetoric of the pumt  t~pes. Receiving a11 

invitation to become tlie 1 1 d  of a theologic.11 ia- 
stitate at Hnrtford, Conir~ticut, he asketl 3rd 

received a dismission from the pastorate i~r  August, 

I Mr. Bodwell an invitation to the pstorate was ex- 
tended to Rev. S. E. Dennen, who accepted, sod 
was installed in 1368. Mr. Dennen was noted for 
his pulpit services, his sennons having those logicnl 
aud compact qualities vl~icli ate'al\rays attract~re 
to the ttliinkiag part of every c~ngreg~tion. Mr. 
Dennen resigued in 1872. Rev. H. S. KeLq 
was installed in liis place. &up~ing the pulp~t 
three years, he retired from the position, and the 

pastorate was again offered to Rev. Dnniel Unrch, 
a110 had .so acceptably mitlistered to the consre- 
gntion some fifteen years before. Rev. Mr. March 
ytill retains his connection with tlre parish. Iu 
1846 the people of North Wobunr felt the wed 
of a church and society in that locality. At firct 
the Sunday services were held in the scl~ool-IIOILW, 
under cbnrge of Rev. Samuel Sewall. The society 
increasiug, a meeting-house was built in 1869, uld 
n church formed, consisting mostly of persons rllo 
transferred their membership froin the Fimt Par- 
ish. Rev. &muel Sewall continued as pastor till 
1852, when lie resigned. Hir, successor was Bev. 
George T. Dole, who remained three years. &v. 
Swift Dyiagton and Rev. N. G. Wheeler followed. 
The present pnstor, Iteo. IV. C. Anderson, an 
settled in 1573. 

Bopfiat Socie?y. -It has been previously sh td  
tlrat several lending men of the First Parish had 
become converts to the Baptist fnitlr about 1670. 
Tlre two Russells, John a i~d  John, Jr., mairlteind 
their connection with that sect to tlie end of'life, 
nnd were prominent in their efforts to spwad its 
doctrines. Of tlie others, who for a time q m p  
thized wit11 them, it is not known that an? of them 
contiuued to support the obnoxious tenets, .s they 
soon retunrd to their connectiori wit11 tlie Fint 
Pi~rish. For more tlmn r century there was little 
or 110 iridimtion of the prevalence of h p t b t  senti- 



ineitts among tlie people, nlthougb one or two fami- 
lies had associated tliemselves ritli tlie Baptists of 
West Cambridge (11ow Arlingto~i), where, i 1781, 
a society had been organized. Tl~e  difficulties in 
tile First Parisli respecting Rev. hir. Snrgent, led 
Inany persons to witlldnr froin it. Nost of tliese 
attached themselves to tlie lVest Ombridge cliurch, 
whicla a s s  uilder tlie pastoral care of Rev. Mr. 
Green. Their numbers increasing, Mr. Green was 
invited to pmch a part of tlre tiine in Vroburn. 
Tlrese persolis were regulnrly tnxecl for tlie suypr t  
of the First Parish. Tliis prlas resisted, and u suit 
was brought to recover taxes already paid. Tlie 
suit was giiled, niid t l~e  money refunded. Kot 
long after Rev. hlr. Greeu divided his time between 
tlie two societies, g~ving onc llnlf to eacli. hlr. 
Green left this vicinity in 1795, \vlien tlie society 
was successfully estnblislied. In its early liistory 
the pastorates of tlie society were short. Over it 
were settleJ Elder Saoa, Elder Penk, Rev. Elias ' 

Smith, Elder Nelsoii, Eldcr Stone, Elder l\'!dotm, 
Rev. T.Raterman, Rev. H. hlarsllall, Rev. G. Pliip- 
pen, Rev. A. Judson, Rev. J. 11'. Seaman, Rev. S. : 

Nallory, Rev. 13. C. lTade, Rev. T 13. Ripley, Rev. 
N. Hoopr, Rev. S. B, E~iidall, Rev. J. C. Stock- 
bridge, Rev. J. Ricker, Rev. B. F. Broasoii, Rev. 
J. S. Keniiard, Rev. 11. C. Toanlev, Rev. ll'illinm 
Soong. l'ke present minister (1879), Rev. E. C. 
Mills, has occupied tlie place for about four years. 
Tlie fint meetings of tlie society were held in private 
liouses. A meeting-liouae was built iu 1794, which 
was situated on the blai~i Street,~iear tvhere tlie pres- 
eiit Epilscopl Chapel is located. Tlie grotrtli of tlie 
society requiriug more rooni, 8 sew house was built 
it1 1927. TIie same house continues in use by tlie 
society, althougli it lias undergone two considera- 
ble changes nnd embellishments since that period. 
Tlie last of these (i~rcludi~~g 8 partial re~noval of 
ilie building) added greatly to the beauty of tlie 
structure n~rd to the conrerlience of the society in 
its manifold religious and socinl life. 

liffihzrian SmbIy. - Tlie first U~iitarian Society 
in Woburn was preceded by two organizations of , 
Universalists. Tlie first of tliese u s  begun in ' 

IVOBU' .  643 
- 

1847, when it p a d  into the hands of the Unit* 
rian Society, which for the last two or t l im  years 
hnd been fonnitig, and holding meetinp ill tlie town- 
IiaIl. Rev. Henry F. Edes r p s  installed as pastor 
in 1858. Resiguing ill 1850, the society was Kith- 
out a settled minister till 1855, when Rev. J. M. 
blarsten was installed. I11 lrealtli obliging him to 
retire in 1856, Rev. R. P. Stebbins, D. D., was s e t  
tied as Ilia successor in 1857. He resigned after a 
successful ministry of nearly seven Fears. Rev. Eli 
Fay succeeded him in 1864. In that year i t  p s  
decided to purchase tlie meeting-house which liad 
been vacated two ~ p r s  before b j  tlie First Congm- 
gatioilal Parirl~, and remodel it. This mas effected 
in tlie course of tlie year, and tlie present fiy 
church edifice was the result. The irnprovemmt 
to the public square by .removing t b  house thirty 
feet from tlie street, nnd presenting to i t  the hand- 
some fuwde of the new building, was one of fie 
most signal and satisfactory that lias occurred in its 
history. Rev. Mr. Fay terminated' his pstornte 
in 1868, oil account of impaired health. Rev. 
W. S. Barnes was called to tlie pari~h in 1869. 
He resigned in April, 1879. His ministry waa tlie 
most active and successful, as well as the longest, 
a-it11 \vliich ,the society lins been favored. Rev. 
George H. Young is now pastor, haring been in- 
stalled in October, 1879. 

NeLkonirl Society.-Ejo special ;fforts r e d  made 
to found a Methodist church in lToburn u1itil1860. 
An organization was effected in 1861, and preach- 
ers have been regularly assigned to the cliurcb from 
that period. Its growth has been rapid, and its 
congregation is now one of the largest in the town. 
The first meeting-house was a small building of 
very slight cost. In81864 the society purchased 
of tlie Unitarian Parish the meeting-house wliich 
it had receutly vacated, and made several important 
changes in the interior. This house was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire in 1872. A new and . 
commoclious edifice was erected on the same site, 
in tlie basement story of wlticli are the 11-oburn post- 
ofice and two stores occupied for trade. The soci- 
ety is nn enerptic and flnnrishing one, aiid Ims a 

1828. The society built a meeting-house on tlie 
soutliwest ride of the Common. Rev. 0. -4. Skiti- 

aide influence in its sphere of activit?. 
Fpiwn~~al  Cknrci. - Atllierents of the  lurch 

ncr n.as the first pnstor. Tlirce others sncceeded 1 of Ellgland fint nppend in \\-obuni in the Sec- 
him, wlielr prcacliing was ru~peeded, nnd the house 
was sokl to.tlie to\v~r for usc as n tow1i-I1;111. In 
1841 a new swiet! was formc.tl,\vhicli built, iri lS45, 
a ncn meetillp-house on ,\lain Street, aiid occu- 

ond Paris11 (Sllawshine) , about 1760. Some twelve 
or fiftcen persons withdrer from it nt tliot. time, 
riid ad?pted in tlieir reli$ous worship the Eu~lish 
liturgy, ~rliicl~ was m d  to them b~ one of t h r  

pied it, with b v .  IV. B. R.tndolph as pastor, until number in a private house. Occasio~qlly a m t o r  
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from Cambridge or Boston was present. The Foci- 
ety gained but slowly in numbers, nrid at  the break- 
ing out of the Revolution was quite overborne by 
the, feeling against English eccfesiasticism, which 
was considered as a p r t  of tlre system of royalty. 
Several persons, however, continued their sympathy 
with the church, but were too few in number to 
sustain an orgrrnizntion. In 1869 a successfiil a t  
tempt was made to revive tlie Episcopal service. 
Meetings of those interested were at first held in 
Ly,ceum Hull.' 111cmsing numbers led to the 
building of a small church, or chapel, in 1867. 
Sinq that time the growth of the prish has been 
s,teadp, and, with the band of earnest worken it 
contains, i t  seems likely to 'gain a permanelit posi- 
tion among the religious societies of the town. I t  
has had several rectors, among whom have been 
Bev. J. W. Porter, F v .  S. U. Shearman, nnrl Rev. 
J. Pr-nk Winckler, who is the present incumbent. 

Roman CaLkolic ChurcA. -There were many 
membem of the Romisl~ com~nunion in town some 
time before an attempt was made to gather them 
in charge of one of the priestly fathers of tlie 
church. In  1847 the accessions had become sufR- 
ciint to establish regular meetings, wliich were 
held in the town-hall. This continued to be the 
plea of worsl~ip until 1852, when a plain but com- 
modious chum11 edifice was built. The society 
rapidly increased from year to year, and ill 1865 
the house had become much too small for the nc- 
cornmodation of the large coagregation. In the 
following year the present stately cllurch was pro- 
jected, and, through the untiring efforts of Fatlier 
Qoealy and a few leading members of the society, 
was completed and dedicated in 1869. The build- 
ing is conveniently located on tlie corner of Main 
and Summer streets, and is one of the finest struc- 
tures h tom. Fatlier Quealy still continues to be 
the presiding priest of tlie but llas been ably 
sastained by assistants, noteworthy among whom 
ras Father lIcClure, who left a few montlls ago 
as a mission worker in Essex County. His present 
aids are Fathers ~Iurpliy nnrl IZcDonald. 

Wdum in  the Civil War. -In tlie great upris- 
ing which followed the attnck on Fort Sumter, 
Woburn was as prompt to exhibit her spirit and 
patriotism as any t o m  in tile State. Slie bore her 
part in the long strusgle wllicl~ follord with well- 
sustained zeal, and contributed her full sliare ill 
men a ~ l d  money to b r i n ~  about its sncccssful issue. 
On the evenins of April 18, 1861, a pnblic meet- 
ing was held In Lyceum Hall, which was large ill 

numbers and enthusiastic in its cxpmssion of mist- 
ance to rebellion and loyalty t o  the Union. Ad- 
journed meetingn were held on the 9Otl1 and 21.t 
of the same month, where tlie same spirit  prevailed 
as at the first. Aa the result of these meeting, 
more than one hundred men o f f e d  themselrrs 
for their county's service, and nearly 88,OUO 
were pledged by individuals, in sums from $1 to 
5 500, to nid in tbeir outfit and to furnish sldrt- 
ance to their families in their absence. Thm 
events took place while as yet no systematic meas- 
ures llad been taken for enlistments either by t b  
state or notional governments. 

The MuIdkarer Journal  and TRc Wdum BudgrI, 
both local ppem, #poke wise and brave words for 
the cause. Their editorials were rigorous and 
patriotic, and did much to concentrate popular fetl- 
i ~ l g  upon the duties of the Iiour. 'I'he Woburn 
Pliehnx, an old military orgbnization of muc11 n- 
pute, was revived, and its r a i b  recruited to tbe 
maximum number. Securing a new a t ~ d  full equip 
ment, it mrrcl~ed to Boston, under Captain Timoth! 
Winn, and offeml itself to the governor forimmediate 
service. Several causes led to adelay of itsacceptance 
as a body, whereupon many of its members kmtened 
to join other organizations ; and it was not until the 
next year that the Ylialanx, under new enbtmentz, 
went to the front in its proper place in the 
5th regiment. I n  its municipal capacity the tor11 
acted with decision and liberality. A t  a ineeti~~g 
held on the 6th of May, after stating the desire of 
the t o m  to do its duty to the cou~rtry in that 
perilous hour, it was voted to pay to single men tn- 
listed from Wobum $18, to married men witl~oot 
cliildren $16, and to married men with childm 
6 eo per month, in addition to the pay receivrd 
from the United States government, and the tm- 
urer was autl~orizecl to borro~ $5,000 for militaw 
purposes. On April 14, 1862, tlle tom *urer 
was authorized to borrow all the money required to 
pay state aid to tlie families of soldiers. Septem- 
ber 2 of the same pear 8 17,000 wem appiopriated 
for the pa?ment of a bounty of 3 100 to  each penon, 
to the number of one hundred and seventy, \rho 
sllould enlist for nine month3 and be mustered to 
the credit of the town. March 9, 1863, S j ~ l  
were appropriated to aid the women of.Woburn ia 
purclrasing material to be made into garments for 
the soldiers in service. November 5, 1883, the 
su1)joined pnpr was rend and agreed to : a U the 
town of IFoburn a,- to p y  the fib-two men 
now called for to make up its quota $300 e;rch, 



we the undersiped agree to place .in the hands 
of the selectmen the sum of 8 15,000 for that 
purpose until the same can be legally paid by 
the town. Eli Jones, J. B. Winn, Charlea Tidd, 
Bowen Buckman, Joseph Kelley, 11. F. Winn, 8. 
0. Pollard, L. Thompson,TV. T. Grammer, Horace 
Conn, If.  C. Bean, A. E. Thompson, Cyms Cum- 
mings, E. N. Blake, John Johnson." 

April 4, 1.564, the town treasurer was agein 
authorized to borrow the sum of $15,000, " and 
more if nece-ssaq-," to pay to the families of sol- 
diem in the service of tlie country. $8,000 were 
also voted to refund money voluntarily paid by 
citize~~s to persons elllisting to fill the quotas of 
tlie town for the two previous years, provided the 
sum should not exceed $125 to each recruit. I n  
August of the same year it  was voted to pay to 
each volu~~teer for tl~ree years' service one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars in gold, if such pa~ment 
should be found to be legal. At the April meet- 
ing (1865) the sum of 3 15,000 was again appro- 
priated in aid of the families and dependants of 
men eng~ged in the war, and $600 to purchase 
material to be made into useful garments by the 
patriotic women of the town for the soldiers at the 
front. ' I n  the following montli (Nay) $2!,500 
wen appropriated to reimbune citizets f ~ r  money 
contributed to fill the quota of tlie town for 1864. 
The whole amoul~t of money expended by the town 
on account of the war, exclusive of state aid, was 
889,066.68. The amount raised and expended 
for state aid to soldiers' families, and reimbursed 
by the commonwealtb, was $51,456.22. 

After tlie dispersion of the members of tlie Pha- 
lanx illto various regiments in the spring of 1861, 
ealistments went on in TTobunt, and in July more ! 

John I. Richardson, captain ; Lnke & Tidd, first 
lieutenant; L. F. Wyman, second lieutenant. The 
other company was made up largely of the olci 
Phalanx and joung men who were that year of 
suitable age to enlist. Its term of =mice was f6r 
niue mo~rths, and was attnclled to tile 5th regi- 
ment, and went on the expedition to Korth Card- 
lina. It was officered as follows: IYilliam T. 
Grammer, captain ; Charles C. Convene, first lien- 
tenant; milliam -4. Colgte, second lieutenant. 
These aere the only companies that were organ- 
iml, as well as made up wholly or in greater part 
and officered, by 11-oburn men. Duri~lg the years 
1863 and 1864 the work of enlistment was carried. 
on with energy and success. Although the demalid 
for labor was great among tlie manufacturers in 
town, yet the pay and bounties o f f e d  to meu 
were always equal to the wcaqion, and the govern- 
ment quotas were promptly filled. Tlrest recruits 
went to fill up tlie gaps in broken companies of 
infantry, or into the artillery, cavalry, or 11an1 
service. The whole 11ulnbe.r of men (as nearly an 
can be ascertained) enlisted in Woburn or ma& 
part of her quota, was seven hundred aud' forty- 
nine, divided among -the different arms of the 
service, and for different periods, as follows : - 

Iolantrl, I mnnt,,s, 40 C.nl,,, . . U' 
" 100 d r s ,  89 Artillery . . . . 46 
er 9 montlrs.103 Kavy . . . . 58 
" 1 year, 61 Regular Army . .14 
" 3 Jears, 383 

Many of the above were re-enlistmenti. .- Tl~e  
number of men killed in battle, or dying from . 

wounds, eickne.ss, and flle infamous treatment of 
rebel prisons, was eighty-two (for detaik see the in- 
scriptior1 on the soldiers' monument). No com- 

tlian one hundred men were in the field at various , mander of a reg~ment, brigade, or other genera1 
]mints. IVlien the 22d regilnent was formed, officer was funiisl~ed by Woburn, but the fo l l o~ i~ rg  I under the colonelsl~ip of Henry Wilson, in the were comniiasioned officers : - 
summer of that year, a compcrlly was organized E. 11. nurbaali, major, 12th regiment; J. IV. 
ullder the name of the \\'oburn Union Guard. Blactlonald, major, 12th rrgimellt ; Jolln J. Ricbf i &fore its ranks were completed it  was filled up adson, captain, 39th regimelit ; S. I. Tliotnpn', 
from other towns, and ordered to the field with captin, 22d regiment; J. P. Crane, captain, 2Ld 
its regment. The number of 11-oburn men in its regiment ; TTillinm T. Gmmlner, captain, 5th regi- 
rinks was forty- even, including its officers, - i ment ; C. S. Convew, caphin, 5th regiment ; Luke . 
Captain Samuel I. Thompnn, F i ~ t  I,ic.utcaa~~t R. T~rld, capbin, 39th regiment; Cyrus Toy, c a p  
Jol111 P. Cmne, nnd Second Licute~latit William R. 
Bennett, 111 1862 two full compnies were sent 
into the field, hesitles enlistme~~ts into several 
otllem. The first of t hee  companies was called 
the Natiqnal Rangers, and was attached to tlie 

tain, 32d rfrgiment; James 11-!man, captain, 32d 
regiment ; John E. Tidd, cnphh, S2d regiment j 
Luther \Tryman, 1st lieutalat~t, 39th regilneut f ' 
C. K. Corm, 1st lieutenant, 30th regiment; W£l- 
liam McDavitt, 1st lieutenant, 39th &giment; 

39th ngilnent 4, Compny Ii. Its offian rere : George E. F~rrle,  '1st lieutinnlt, 39th n g i m i t ;  
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W. I&. Bennett, 1st lieutennnt, E d  regiment; T. 
R. Pap, 1st lieutenant, 28th regimeat; E. F. 
IVyer, 1st lieutennet, 5th regimetlt ; C. Y i  Con- 
vene, 1st lieutenant, 5111 regiment ; 1'. A. Col- 
gate, 1st lieutenatit, 5th regiment; George 5. 
Morse,.lst lieutenant, 59th regiment; Oscar Per- 
sons, ed Iieutetmnt, 39th regime~~t ; George H. 
%ndett, 2d lieutelmnt, 39th regiment; C. E. Ful- 
ler, 2d lieutenant, 5th regiment.; 11. 8. Seeley, 2d 
ligtenarrt, 5th regimerjt ; T. T. ~e rgusku ,  commis- 
nary sergeant; 5. W. Drew, surpoa, 9th regiment; 
S W. Abbott, surgeoh, 7th cavalry regimelit ; R. 
E. Jameson, assistant surgeon, 29th regiment ; 
E. D. Hnyden, assistant paymaster, navy. 

Among t l~e  patriotic activities created by the war 
were the societies auxiliary to the sanitary and Chris- 
tian commissious. These were ge~lerally cotlducted 
by women., TI~ose of M'oburn col~tributed their full 
s l ~ a q  to the success of these benevolet~t agencies, 
besides fun~isl~ing directly to the soldien of their 
o m  town comforts and luxuries in generous s u p  
ply, both for field and hospital. Tlie work done 
by ,the several organizatioas previous to Jaliu- 
nry, 1863, is ~rithout public record, but it was 
large and effective. At that time the sevehl so- 
cieties banded t o ~ t l i e r  under one gneml hend, 
althougl~ still working iu distinct bodies. T l~e  
receipts from festivals, concerts, and getrernl con- 
tributious, from thence to the end of the wnr, were 
$8,322.59, which sum was expeuded for mate- 
rials, made chiefly into garments and bedclotl~ing, 
but to some extent illto smnll articles of prime con- 
venieuce. No labors or icrifices (except tl~ose of 
the loss of limb and life) to sustain the cnnx of the 
Union' tmd freedom. were undertaken Inore enr- 
nestly, or sublnittad to more clleerfully, t11a11 those 
which char~cterized the uoble women of this town, 
sr well as of the Xortl~ ga~enlly: 

SoWierr' M o ~ x ! l l c n i .  - This fine memorial in 
homr of the IVoburn men a110 gave their lives 
to tlieir country's service was dedicated with im- 
pressive ceremonies, October 14, 1569. Governor 
Claflin and staff, and marly prominent men in mili- 
tary and civil life, were present at the exercises. 
General Villiam Copwell, of Solem, the omtor 
selected for the occasion, delivered an eloquent and 
patriotic address. The morlume~~t stn~lds in the 
central square of tile town, on the s p t  nearly iden- 
tical with that of the first. meeting-l~ouse. Its prin- 
cipal feature is the bronze figure of a soldier eight 
feet in Ireigl~t, sti~nding ill easy posture, indicative 
of quiet h t  earned observation. Hi3 musket rests 

upon tlie ground, and p i n g  upward, betrea 
the a m  add tlte body, is firmly grasped by the right 
h&id, while tlie left arm falls naturally by the side. 
l l ~ b  countenance of tltc figure is  ~ t r i k ing ly  firm 
m d  intelligeat, nnd give assurance t h a t  the volrr- 
teer soldier is fully coascious of his  rights and 
duties as a freeman. Tl~e  costume is that of the 
common soldier of the period, surmou~ated by the 
historic overcoat whicl~ serves as 8 foil to the stiff- 
ness of the close-fitting uniform. The figure 
staads upon n granite pedestnl twelve feet in height, 
cornposed of a base, plinth, die, frieze, and cornice. 
Set into the die (which is four feet square), on each 
of its sides, is a bronze tablet, on t l~ree  of wliich 
arc! inscribed the names of tlie dead heroes of the 
war, ns follows : killed in bottle, twenty-two; died 
of rounds, seventeen; died of disease, twenty- 
seven ; died in rebel prisons, sixteen ; in all, 
eiglitp-two. On the fourth bide is the following 
legend : - 
\Voburn llouon the memory of her sons who fell in the 

war for the Uuiol~ .nd Pmdom, 1861 - 1565. 
The spirit of liberty lira iu tlle uhes of its defendem. 
The wulptor, hfr. Martin Millmore, who de- 

signed the monument, both the figure and b, 
is tlie well-knou-11 artist of Bostoti; whose Inore 
recent work h tlie same liue for that city has 
greatly enl~anced his reputation. The cost of th 
~nonumcnt, with its surrounili~~g bronze and gran- 
ite fence, was not far from $11,000, for whicl~ 
the first appropriation made by the t o m  nac 
$10,000. 

Naa rfuctrres. - Thc present large manufactur- 
ing interests of Woburn are t b  outcome of small 
kgia~rings, developed without special facilities and 
without combinntions of capital. For  tile fint om 
hundred and fifty pears or more the only mmufic- 
tures known were those for supplying the log1 
v a ~ ~ t s  of the inhabitants. Ta'aners were among 
them, as they were among those of-es-ee- m i d -  
erable town in the commonwealth. During tk 
war of 1812, or a little earlier, Deacon John Cum. 
ming and General Abijal~ Tl~ompson began tiu 
tanning of leatlier in a small way, as their yrede- 
ces,wn had done before them. For a number of 
Fears they continued to supply merely the usual 
locnl needs. But as boll1 t h e  men had thrifty 
and enterprising natures, they m n  began to extel~d 
their business by finding customers among the 
neigl~boring towns. 111 a few Jean a good market 
was opencd for nll the leatl~er they c ~ u l d  make, 
among the shoe mnn~ifnctarcrs, as well as among 



riage-makers, wliow business was then rising 
portana in Esscx Couaty. For a long time 
.li118 with these parties was direct, tliat is, 
t the in te rve~~t io~~ of Boston counting-moms 
its. Tlw product of the vats a~id  the curry- 
)pa was hkea ill wagons and delivered di- 
o the purchasers. I t  was not until about 
hat plnces were hired in Boston for facilitat- 
traiisactions between the different classes of 

durera. It is mid tliat in brisk time, 
tlm iiitmduction of nilroads, tlie teams tak- 
ther illto I3osto11 were intercepted in Charles- 
reven fnrtlier out, bventerprisiiig purchast?rs, 
! contents bargpiaecl for ill advance of mch-  

market. The enlarging business of Dea- 
.mmings and ~knernl  Thompson, Jonathan 
dc.,. led to the adoption of ~iumerous a p  
es, to whoni a .good knowledge of the art of 
a~id  curving was given. Amor~g these ap- 
m are tlie iiarnes of those more recent mailu- 
rs who have given to J\'obnm its high place 
$he l eade r -pduc i~~g  towns of the. state, 
, IIoil. J o l ~ r ~  Cummiiigs, IIon. J. 13. Winn, 
I Timothy \Yinn, Hp~i. Horace Conn, E. L. 
I;liarles G. Lurid, Josepl~ Iielleg, Stephen 
knry Tnj-lor, a i d  otliers less co~~spicuous. 
from 1840 to 1850 that these younger men 
bnsiriess for tlien~arlves, and they were not 
ptablisbiag a reputatior for their excelle~it 

ctures. Under tlieir lnal~age~neiit tlie bud- 
creased steadily nnd prosperously. Kew 
s were 01~1red for the ode of their goods, 
h the e~~larpment  of the wants of tlie coun- 
~ b u n i  beci~me k~~own  ns the leatling torn 
ppductioa of lentl~er in, 3Iiddlee.x cou;ity. 
are no statistics of the amount of capital 
1, the nun~ber of nleri employed, nnd the 
value of !lie ~nn~~ufimtures, until 1865. 

ien were tn-erity-one tnntii~~g and cnrr~ing 
a~id  four for the mniutcture of patent 
eniployiag togetl~cr six hundred nnd twelve 
l'he value of these prcnl~ictions \ws r little 
iZ,OUO,OOtI. 111 Is75 the ~iiimber of shops 
, Ila~~ds ea~l)lo?ctl, 808 ; ll,.L.75 sides, a11t1 
skins ~ i t i i ~ i ~ ~ f i ~ ~ t ~ ~ d  acc4iI~. In January, 
tlie nurnbc~r of sl~nl,~\r.i ls 24, 11:ladu cm- 

1,288; and t l~c  \r-eekly prcduction was 
sides of g n i ~ ~  n~~cl  butf Imtl~er, IS tolls of 

ither, a~id 10,180 calf-skiirs, at a total yearly 
ni of a b u t  S3,500,000. 
shoe-busitless of \\-olun~ has a l~r -a~s  ~ I I  

: importasce, nt~d fru111 1833 to 1845 quite 

rivalled tliat of the leather mtnufuctum. But 
siuce 1850 its incmse lias bee11 sliglit. The earc 
lier manufacturen were EJ~nund Parker, Depoci11 
John Tidd, h c o i i  Tliomas Ricliardson, William 
and Charles Choate, Sirnon Holden, and others. 
111 1875 the amount of capital iarested in th? 
busi~~ess was nbout $75,000, and tlie prodaction 
more tlmn 5260,000; iiumber of bands employed, 
two hu~~dred and eight. Since that time the capi- 
tal and production is much tlie same. 

The mariufiicture of shoe stock from refam 
leather 'lias grown to-be a considerable and profit 
able business. N. J. Simonds has the hrpt 
establishment of tlus kind. The number of k n d r  
employed in the eight workshops engaged in tlie 
business in Janunry, 1879, was four hundred ind 
sixty-two ; capital invested, about 825,000 ; a d  
the anuud value of production, 3850,000. 

Xmappera. -The first paper printed in Wo- 
bum was called The Sentinel. I t  was foundul in 
1839, at.  the ope~iing of the great Hamson cam- 
p~ign, a id  was quite active in its support. I t  
survived, however, but a few mo~itlid. Iu  184& 
William 'White bepu  the publicatio~i of The 
IP'oLrtr~~ Gacetle. The paper was a small one, old 
sold at two cents a copy. It did not pay, 1101- 
ever, and WRS discontinued at the elid of two yenn. 
The New England Family followed it; but a~ it 
was not a strictly local paper, it was soon FPS- 
pended. 111 the spring of 1846 31r. White had 
tlie courngti to revire Tie ~azct te ,  and continued 
its publicatio~~, with fair success, for a yenr rud 
R half, wlien lie sold out to Smith, Kelley, $'Co., 
who cl~arigcd tlie name to Tie 1Ircekly dduet tk t ,  
and in a few weeks again altered tlie title to '~&s 
Grine-Post. In 1842 Mr. H. PI'. Hastings bought 
the cstablirliment, aud published the paper for 
a b u t  r Fenr, when i t  ans di-wnti~~uecl. The next 
venture in tlre newsppr  enterprise was by Fowle 
and Brother. In October, 1851, tl1.e~ commenced 
Tie lI.-d/xra Journal, wit11 Jolin A. 'Fowle as 
editor. T l~e  pal& wns larger than nn! of its p d e -  
cemors, rind immetliatel~ took firm root among 
tlie peol~lr. It hns sitice been under tlie proprie- 
torship of Jd in  J. Pippy, E. T. Moody, Edgnr 
Mnrcl~nnt, H. C. Gnp, n~id Jolrii L. Parker, who 
assumed its inanagement in 1869 mid has COII- 

t i~~ued its publication to tlie prese~~t tithe (1879). 
For n few vean tlie title was cl~aaged to -Uidf/IerCr 
Couwly Jo~rua l ,  and its circulation was extended 
to the i~eigllhri~lg toms, but in 1873 the orifisni 
titlr of Ik-dur! JunrrruC wns mu~ned.  IU 1857 
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Mr. H. N. Hastings started a small sheet, in con- 
nection with his printing-office, which he called The 
Wobwrx Budget. It was enlnrged in 1858, and 
again in 1S59, r l ~ e n  Jobu L. Parker became asso- 
cioted with JIr. H;lstings, nnd The BuQel continued 
ul active and spirited paper until December, 1803. 
It pas, then suspended by the second entrance of 
Mr. Parker upon service in the army. Being dis- 
abled from such duty, he returned to l\roburn, and . 
rtartecl The 1Folurn Towrr~rran in February, 1864; 
but ealisting again in the followi~lg September, 
the paper was merged in The It-olttr~r J&rnal, 
then condpcted by E. hiarchant. 111 January, 
1871; bJark Allen begn  the publiclltiou of The 
iYobnra d(Zcerlircr, which has contiuued in llis 
hands to the preseut time. All of the above 
pepen were, or are, issued 'weekly.- In  addition, 
The IYeekb IncZepemierl was published by P. L. 
Biclunlwt~ fram Jauuary to August, 1878. In 
1872 two youug men, H. B. aud E. k Dow, 
s ta r td  an amateur paper called The Yot~ng Iu~le- 
pcrulsnt, printed moritlily. At the close of the 
tenth iraue it was suspended. O*r Paper was the 
title of a monthly publication begun by h v .  Mr. 
Barnes, p t o r  of the Unitarian Parish, hi the in- 
terest of -that society, aud was contiuued for two 
yecln (1875 to 1877). A paper of' similr char- 

' acter wau issued for a short time by tire Baptist 
Society ill 1875. 

The busipess of Wobuni mtunlly conliects 
ibelf with the Brn~lch Railrod. I t  may seem 
scarcely credible to the present generation to be 
told t h ~ t  when the directors of the Boston aud 

.Lowell Railroad established their liue of road be- 
tweu tlrese terminal poiuts, in 1833, they made 
a special effort to avoid all the villops lying on 
tlie route. Hence 31eledford, Wobun~, Wilmington, 
Billeria, and Tenksbury were ~nssed by on one or 
tlie o t h r  side. But the increasil~g travel between 
Wobuai and Boston, aud especially the heavy 
freights from tlie bark regions of the north, led to 
lngotintioris for a brarlcl~ to this town. A charter 
was obtaiued by citizens of IYobuni, which was 

- transferred, to tlie Bosto~~ and Lowell Corporation, 
aud the road was built by that company. I t  wns 
opened for trnvel in December, 1S4-1. For the 
first few moutl~s only one passenger trnin e;lcli way 
per day was placed up011 tlie rwd. They were in- 
creased to three in the course of 1845. To these, 
additions linre beeri made from yenr to par ,  as the 
development of travel required, u~itil the number 
of daily trnuis in 1879 rvas tu-eaty-seren,cnrryi~~g 
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to and from Woburn nearly rixty thousand p 
sengers. 

Baxkr, Public Workr, ek-T11e first institu- 
tion for loaning money in JVoburn was the  Agical- 
tural and bleclu~dc Association. . It was a private 
enterprise, formed in 1830 by several of our lead- 
ing manufacturers and capitalists. An o h  was 
opened, arid deposits were solicited o n  th basis of 
a small fixed capital and the individual mpon- 
sibility of its stockholden. It soon attracted to 
itself the surplus money of tlre town, which ru 
re-loanetl to parties in need of funds 011 notes ad 
mortgages. It still conti~rnes its business, which 
has always beeu carefully n i n e ,  and has pad 
liberal returns to its stockliolden. I n  1855 ita 
average deposits were about $100,000, since which 
time they have increased to more than $400,000. 
The rate of interest to depositors has averaged five 
per cent. 

In 1853 a state bank was organid ,  with a api- 
tnl of, 5 100,000, with General 'A. Thompson u 
president, and E. J. Jenks, cashier. 111 1865 the 
bank was reorganized as II national irihution, and 
its capital increased to $300,000. It has alrrps 
mainhitied all excellent reputatioii for. its skilful 
mauagement'and good dividends. Its present offi- 
cers (1879) are E. D. Hayden, president, and J. B 
Green, caslrier. 

The Wobunl Gaslight Compal~y was inearpo- 
rated in 1854, with a capitnl of $fO,U00. For 
seven1 yeam the returu to tlie stockliolclers rras 
small, bat by prudent management, the grndual 
extension of service-pipes, nnd the adoption of 
street ligliting by tlie town, it i~ow pays a fair divi- 
dend. The increase of construction account caused 
the ei~largement of tlie capital in 1874 t o  $40,000. 
J. If. Harlow presider~t ; Aarou Thompsou, trru- 
urer and general manager. 

The Five Cent Savings-Bank was iucorporated in 
1854. Its first operntiolis were small. The de- 
posits gradually increased from !ear to gear. Iu 
1865 they amounted to 900,000. I n  1877 t k ~  
hail risen to more tliau $500,000, which ans the 
highest poittt attained. Hoe. John Cummiqp 
m a  elected president in 1879. Jnmes N. Dow has 
held the office of treasurer from its incorporation. 

Ally notice of Wobuni would be inco~nplete 
without reference to tier excellent supply of water. 
The town is less abundaatlp supplied wit11 water 
from natural sources than many of its neiglibon. 
I t  lms 110 large stream. Its prirlcipal oiie, tbe 
Aberjona, flows tlirougl~ its easterly border, at a 



considerable distance from its centre of budnesr 
and population. Horn Pond is tlie only sl~eet oi 
water of any magnitude within its limits. As the 
town increased in its manufacturing industries and 
the ]lumber of its dwellings, the need of an ample 
supply of water for dolnestic and fire purposes waa 
felt more and more every year. In  1871 the town 
appointed a committee on water-supply, with powel 
t o  secure an act of incorporation for that purpose. 
Tlie act was obtained which allowed the use of the 
water o l  lIonl Pond and autl~orized the issue of 
water bonds not e x d i n g  $200,000. Water 
commissio~~ers were chosen, and the work was 
immediately begun. A reservoir was constructed 
on Horn Pond Alountain, capable of holding 
800,000 gallons, which at high water would be 
222 feet above the level of the pond, and s u p  
ply tlie highest poit~ts of the town. Pipes were 
laid at first tlirough the central part of tlie 
town only, but the outer villages (Cummings- 
ville, Norlti and East Il'obuni) demaiiding the 
same riglits and privilep acquired by the Ceu- 
tre, the town voted the extension of the p i p  to 
those sectious. To do tliis, involved the issue of 
5200,000 pore df water bond?, which the town 
voted al~d tlie legislature approved. In  digging 
for the foundation of the engine-house a few rods 
from the pond an unespected aiid remarkable Ho\r 
of rater ruslied to tlie excavation from tlie land 
side. To dispose of this flow, one, another, and 
then another of tlie most powerful pump were used 
witliout clieckii~g its force. As the water was of 
the purest quality (issuing directly from the gravel 
bed on tlie southerly p r t  of the pond), a~ld  its 
supply apparently inexhaustible, it was determined 
by tlie commissioners to appropriate it for the use 
of the town in preference to drawing directly from 
the pond. Conawtion was made nit11 tlie pond, as 
originally proposed, to sectire a supply ia case the 
$ow from tlie 1n11d side sl~ould at any time collapse. 
To tliis period (1879) tl~ere is no s i p  of exliaus- 
tion, and I\'oburn is fun~islied in abundance will1 
purer rater tlinti could be obtained from IIoni 
l'o~ld or any other source within many miles. The 
whole cost of the water-works to 1879 is about 
5450,000. 

Some notice should be taken of two men who 
have made l\'oburr~ co~~spicuous as being the place 
of their birth,-I3cnjnmi1i Tliompsoti (Count Rum- 
ford) and Colonel lk~ldwin. Loammi B n l d ~ r i ~ ~  was 
born ill the nortli part of t l~e  town, Juiuary 21, 
1743. I11 liis youth lie disclosed those qualities 

of character for which lie aftemad became emi- 
, 

nn~t .  Tlie natural bent of his mind was toward 
inathematics and physical science. In  tliiis h 
resembled his friend and bgisli neighbor, tlre future 
count. 111 liis early scl~ool-da~s lie was a pupil 
of Master Forle, the noted teaclier in Wobum at  
that period. Kot liavuig the oplmrtu~~ities o f '  
securiug a collegiate education, he took advantage 
of all chances to add to his positive knowledge.' 
In compily with joung Thompson he walked to 
Cambridge to hear tlie lectures of Professor Win- 
tlirop on nstrouomy and other sciences at  Harhrd 
College. To sliow the interest these young men 
felt for their studies, it is said that u 'pn  returning 
liome from these lectures fliey made various rude 
i~istrnments for their own use, with wliich to verify 
tlie experiments and problems of the professst. 

At the opening of tlie Revolutionary War, in 
1775, Baldwin enlisted as a private in tlie regimait 
commanded by Colonel Gerrisli. His promotion 
was rapid, as in the couwe of a few months he was 
advanced from post to post till he was made com- 
mander of the regiment. This was stationed about 
Boston as a part of the investing forces of TVash- 
ington. After tlie evacuation of tlmt city by the 
British, Colonel Bald~rin followed his chief to New 
York. There he was placed in command of the . 
main guard at the Battery. Upon the retreat of 
the-nrmy from n'ew York to a position behind the 
Delaware, his regiment made part of the forces. 
\Then ~aehiii&on recrossed the river. and per- 
formed that brilliailt action at Trenton, C~lotid 
Baldwin and his men were an importal~t elethent 
ill its success. During the folloain~ year, and 
before any other leading event in tlie war had 
occurred, he asked and received an lionorable die- 
charge froin service, on account of seriously im- , 

paired health. R e t u n ~ i ~ ~ g  to his native town, he * 

contiriued to exercise his talei~ts and influence in 
support of tlie indel~ndence of Itis country. In 
1780 lie \ma  appoiated liigll sl~crifl of Niddleeex 
County, arid was tlie first \rho held that respnsible 
office under the new state constitution. He was 
several times elected as representative to tlie Gen- 
en1 Court, and k a m e  a candidate for the offices 
of sellator, lieutenant-govenior, and elector of 
president. Being of the minority party, he was 
unsuccessful in his candidacy, but liad the satisfiw- 
tion of receiving, with one or two exceptions, the 
solid vote of Itis fellow-townsmen. At the'time of- 
S1ia!sJ Rebellion, 1786 - 87, when I\'oburn in a 
fit or despndaicy over the state of affairs votd 
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not to assist with men or inoney in its suppression, 
Colonel Baldwin and a fen others made sucli an 
earnest protest against t l~is action of the town that 
the vote was in a very few days rescinded. 

In  1793 the construction of the Middlesex Canal 
was authorized by the lrgislnture. Colonel Bold- 
win was an active ~romoter of this entetprise, apd 
one of the penont n a d d  in 3 s  charter. Altliough 
an English engineer was em loyed to survey the i! route from Cl~elmsford to harlestown, Colonel 
B.lldwin attended the survey thtbigllout, and 
tborouglily hpervised the Idcation. Tlie canal wm 
not completd until 1803,isllen it.became a matter 
of extensive notoriety, a$ was visited by hundreds 
of persons from different parts of the coui~try. The 
a n a l  traversed the town of Voburn through its 
central part, an4 during tb8 tibe of its rnost active 
business (a perid of about thirty pars) it presented 
a picturesqu $ad animated scene. After the con- 
struction of b le Boston and Lowell Railroad the 
wnal fell into disuse, and its b d  is at the present 
time nearly obliterated. To Colonel .Baldwin the 
public is indebted for the introduction of the fa- 
mous Raldsit~ apple. ' He did not ''itbent " it, or 
grow it out of wild stock, but he discovered i t  on 
a tree on the farm of J. Butters, in Wilmington, 
and being attracted by its fine flavor and free bear- 
ing, secured scions fm it for his own use, and 
afterward freely distributed them to all the neigh- 
borhood. Colonel Baldwin died on the 2Otll of 
October, 1807, at'tlle age of sixty-three. 

Benjamin Thompson, afterward widely and hon- 
orably known as Count Rumford, was born in 
the north village of Woburn, in March, 1753. 
His ancestor, James Thompson, was one of the 
original settlen aftthe town, and- one of its first 
electmen. The father of young Thompson, who 
nu also named Benjamin, died when his nftermrd 
famous son was but one and a Imlf years old. The 
early boyhood of the soti was spent on his father's 
farm, but at tlle age of eleven he was sent to sell001 
at bfedfonl ; 'he r3s also a pupil of llaster.Fowle, 
of the Wobun~ gramlnnr scl~ool, and in attending 
it was the intimate friend of G'olonel Loammi Bald- 
win. Not having the qualities of character that 
suited the vocation of farming, he was eent to 
Salem at tlie age of thirteen, as nn apprentice to an 
importer of English goods. This employment was 
as u~~suited to his i~iture as that of farming, as he 
was continunlly busy with tools and instruments, 
with drawing and music. He continued at Salem 
for three years, at tlie end of which time he had 

mntured greatly more in philosophy a n d  ma chin^ , 
thnn in the mystcries of trade. B u t  he was sent 
agnin in a few months to the dry-goods tnde 
in Boston. Wh~le there the historical BIasm 
took place, in which it wns said Tho~npwn ru 
conspicuous am- the excited popuhce. Tbc 
business of the city being now nearly suspended, 
he &turned to Woburn, and began the studj of 
medicine wit11 a Dr. Hay. 

I t  was at this period tbat he attended the scientific 
lectures a4Harvard College, given by Professorffin- 
tllrop, in company with young Rsldwin. H e  after- 
ward took up t h  occupation of teaching, oud u-a 
invited to take clmrge of r school in  Concord, Xei 
Hampshire, then allcd Rumford, in 1770. Whik 
thus engnged Ile became acquainted with AIn. Sarah 
Rolfe, widow of Benjamin Bolfe, to whom be ru 
mnrried ill 1772. By this union he m e  into 
possession d conaidemble property. The new 
social position e c q u i d  brought him in contact 
with Governor Wartworth, of tbat state, who, ne- 
ognizing his talenb, gave him a commission iu 
major in the 2d New Hampshire Regiment. This 
promotion over tk heads of officers already in the 
,service &used tho bitterest feelings on their part 
towaids hi, yhi& the attitude of loyalty to Great 
Britain I191d by the govenior caused his friends, 
~ h o m ~ s o n  e o n g  them, to be held as " unfriendl! 
to the cansa of liberty." Afajor Thompon had 
also about this time given shelter to two deserten 
from the British army in Boston ; but, on laruing 
that they wished to return, he interceded Prith Grn 
era1 Gage for this purpose, and asked, as a pmn-  
.tion, that he (Thompson) might not be knom in 
the matter. The transaction leaked out, howercr, 
and Thompson rru brought before tlle cr sons of 
liberty " to answer to the clmrge of tor~ism. n u  
charge was not sustained, but he rras tlre obpet 
of constant suspicion, and at 1e11gth his house 
mobbed by a prt? of excited patriots, and he &d 
in haste to Wobum. Jus t  before this his daughter, 
afterwnnls the Countess Sarah, was born. Thornp 
son found, on his arrival at his native place, t h t  he 
had reached no harbor of safety. The suspicioas 
against him bad travelled to the town before him. 
An a m s t  and examination before a committee of 
his townsmen resulted in hi9 discharge, and s m- 
ommendation to public confidence. But, feeling 
insecure, he went for 8 time to Charlestokn. At 
this time the war had opeaed, and no evidence is 
offered from any quarter to show his hostility to 
the patriot cause He rpplird to WasIlington fo- 





a commission in the army, wlic11 was not given. 
The refusal is believed to have been fouaded on 
the animosity of the officers of the Kew Hampshire 
regiments. This rebuff touched him deeply, and 
thc feeling was intensified when, on his retun~ lo 
IVoburn, a company was sent to arrest 11im. IIis 
persecutors were foiled by the presence of mind of 
his friend Billd~in. Tbornpson wrote to his father- 
in-law at Collcord that he " had done nothing to 
merit such cruel usage, and he could not bear any 
longer the insults that llad been offered him." 
He determined, therefore, to leave the vicinity, if 
not the country. He left Wobun~ quietly for 
Newport, Rhode Islu~d, where he was taken on 
board a British frigate, whicli soon after came to 
Boston. Here he remained tl~rougli the winter. 
Upon the evacuation of the to\trn, in March, he 
r a s  despatched to Englal~d as hearer of the news. 
He was immediately hken into favor, and a place 
was mrde for him in tlie office of Lord George 
Germaine, one of tlie Englisli ministers. In four 
Fears from the time of his arriving in Ellgland lie 
was appointed an untler secretary of state. Toward 
the close of the war he was commissioned as a colo- 
nel of dragoons, and came to America in t l ~  ser- 
vice of England. For a little time he was in 
South Carolina, and acted as a partisan commander 
against General AIarioa, and was afterwards sta- 
t io~~ed on Long Island, at the head of a regiment of 
refugee dragoons. He s i ~ w  but little active service, 
and on the dechration of peace returned to Eng- 
1a11d. Obtail~ing leave of absence for tlre conti- 
nent of Europe, Ile visited Austria with a view of 
obtaining military service rga i~~s t  the Turks. He 
was warmly received by the emperor; but the war 
sooil closing he came to XIunicli, where lic entered 
tlie service of the elector of Bavaria, whom he 11d 
previously met at Strasburg, and 1vho had been 
favorably impressed by his tnlents and accomplish- 
ments. As grar~d cl~anlberlain of tlie prince lie at 
once set about imlmrtal~t reforms in the goven~ment. 
He thoroughly reopaized the military department, 
not only i~~trot luci~~g a hrtter standard of cliscipline 
and economy, but founded army \r-orksl~op and 
military gardens, where the soldiers could employ 
their time and tnlellts in mechaniczd nrul ngricul- 
tun1 pursuits, to their olvrl pe~onal  ndvantage 3s 
well rs the bellefit of the state. These things being 
accomplisl~ed, he set about reforming the system of 
begpry pervading 3Iunich and its suburbs. This 
mel~dicancy was of the rnovt shameless aild extor- 
tiouate character, ru~d needrcl a wise and finn lia~ul 

to control it. Thompson was fully equal to tlre 
emergeucy. He made such careful preparations 
for the execution of his projects, that the whole 
body of beggars was arrested on a certain day, aud 
consigned to a large and well-arranged workhouse, 
and the lazy and troublesome vagabonds set to 
useful employment. Sir Benjamin (be had been 
knighted by George 111. on leaving England) also 
iastituted other social reforms, grently improved 
the breed of horses and of horned cattle, and con- 
verted an old hunting-ground near Muuich into an 
attractive park. This spot, nearly six miles in cir- 
cumference, is still known as tlie English Gnden, 
and is a favorite resort of the people of the city. 
IYitliin it is a mo~~ument to the memory of its 
founder, 011 which are inscribed the sentiments of 
affection and gratitude he iaspired in all classes in 
Bavaria. As other evidence of the esteem iu whid 
he was held, he was invested by the elector with 
many titles of honor. He was made major-general 
of cavalry, a privy councillor of state, and first min- 
ister of war. A little later, in 1791, he received the 
rank of a count of the Holy Boaan Empire Iu  
selecting tlie title to accompany it he chose that 
of Rumford, the town in Xen Hampshire when 
lie had once resided. In  carrying out the plaus 
in ~vhich he had bee11 so laboriously engaged, the 
health of Count Rumford nus much enfeebled. He 
welit to Italy for relief, but ~ ~ o t  improving as rap 
idly as he wished, he returned to England. The& lu: 
received great attention. His advice and opinions 
on many sciel~tific and other matters were much 
souglit for, a id he published a series of essays em- 
bod~ing l~ is  views on social and sanitary reforms. 

During the time Count Rumfod aas engaged 
in these public labors he gave much attention to 
pliilosopliical subjects. Heat was one of t h m  
to which lie applied his investigations with great 
boldness and success. Nodern scientists are tar- 
dily s\\-anling to him the h o ~ ~ o r  of fint announcing 
the modern doctrine of heat, and the great law of 
the comlntion and the conservation of the phjsical 
forces. EIe also eslxrimented on fireplaces and 
cookiug mn,w, ant1 to him, as tlie original inves- 
tigator, is due nearly all the moden1 improvements 
in these mntters of domestic comfort and economy. 

In tlie war that followed the French Revolution 
Austria was involved. Tl~e Bavnriaus risl~ing to 
liolcl a neutral position, Count Burnford was sent 
for to act as head of theCoul~cil of Regeocy. His 
skilful maungement resulted i maintaining the de- 
siretl neutrality. New ho~~ors were conferred up011 
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him for this important service. l'he heavy labors 
of the count again brouglit liim into an eufeebld 
condition, and he determined to once more revisit 
England. The elector acceded to his wblies, and 
appoi~~ted liim as Minister Yleriipotentiary to the 
Court of St. James. The English government de- 
c l u d  to receive him, ns, in its views of tli$matter, 
no British-born subject could divest himself of his 
pep tua l  allegiance. Count Bumfod solicited an 
audience, but his request was unnoticed. He was 
greatly chagrined, arid did not m a  forget this 
rebuff. During the administration uf Washing- 
ton he was publicly solicited to return to the United 
States, mid o correspondence was opened to bring 
about such a rrsult, but it failed of its purpose. 
In 1799 Count Rumford suggested tlie eshblish- 
ment of a public institutibu for the difusion of 
knowledge, and the application of tlie mechnnical 
arts and the discoveries in natural philosophy to 
the common p u y o m  of life. His clear pmenh- 
tion of tlie subject, and his enthusiasm in a d v a t -  
ing it, led to its fornation. Tliis iustitution was 
the Royal Society of London, wliich has done so 
much in the direct.ion indicated. 

Leaving England again in 1803, he went to the 
continent, where he qsided for tlie rest of his life. 
.In 1804 (liis first wife never leaving America, and 
having been dead some years) he married tlie widow 
of the celebrated Frencli chemist, Lavoisier, and 
went to live wit11 her at Auteuil, a suburb of Paris. 
Here he pursued nitli his usual zeal and penetration 
his philosopliical studies, and in the co~npanionship 
of Cuvier, -the distinguished natumlist, -and a - few other intimate friends, passed tlie remaining 
pars of his life. He carried his scielltific prin- 
ciples into liis dress and diet, for eve11 ill winter 
he wore white clotliing, and always ~ g u l a t e d  his 
meals by a strict regimen. Believing that broad 
wheels to carriages were of easier motion and 
draught than those in orrlinary use, he had them 
constructed for his own vehicles, and whenever he 

rode through ' the boulevards of Wris attmctd 
special attention. Count Bumford died at AP- 
teuil in August, 1814, after a very shor t  i l l ~ h s .  

I , The career of tllis mart was more  remarhbh 
than tlint of any other American, unless we except 
Franklilt. Like Fmnklii~, his p t ~ i u s  was m a -  
tially scientific and practical, but in addition hc 
had illtellectual traits which the former did not 
possess. As a diplomatist ancl organizer he as 
certai~ily liis equal, ns witness his successful man- 
agement, amidst much oppositio~l, a t  Blunicl~. 
What he might have sccomplislied on the field 
carloot be known, as circumstattces did not give 
him the opportunity of demonstrnting tliis attribute 
of his mind. It is to be regretted tliat the genius of 
so eminent an American should not lmve d&playcd 
itself more fully on its native soil. If roch hd 
been the case, his c ~ i m s  to tlie gratitude and a- 
teem of his countrymen, if not more certainly due 
to him, would have been more surely awarded 

The liouse in which Benjamirt Thompson ru 
born is still standing, in the north villnge of Ws 
burn. From the priod of his leaviug tile co~mtq 
his ]lame and reputatioii were both held in light 
esteem among his townsmen, as the old prejudice 
against toyism did not easily wear away. Of 
late, however, his fame has revived, and a sums-  
ful effort was made a year or two ago to Ncnn 
the Tltompson estnte to posterity as a memoml of 
one of New Englaud's foremost sons. It was pur- 
chased by a subscription fron~ collateral Wid- 
ants md persons interested i11 the project, and n 
held by them under the title of tlie Rumford Hk 
torial Association. A few necessary repairs have 
beer1 made on the building, which will be arefully 
preserved, and within which will be gatbed roch 
memorials of Count Rumford as are to be secured. 
Thus after many years of unmerited neg3ect be 
will nceive in some lneasure the honor due to 
such an illustrious son. 
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aordad before the end of November, otl~ernise to be vnid. 
Every marriage, birth, or dmth wns also registered, 6rst in 
tba tom, and at the eud of the year the record mu to be 
taken b j  tlie town-clerk, or clerk 01 the writs, 9 he nns 
d m  calkd, to the county register. Neglcct was puuisl- 
ble b j  a film of tweuty sLilluigs for each offence.. 
By the province cl~arler power to ippoiut all oficen of 

courts of justice wm couferred upoil the goveruor, suhject 
to tbe couseut of tlte couucil. The a n t  'Qeaeral Court 
held utrder it assembled ia Juuc, 1692, wbea nu act passed 
declaring tl~ose laws of blassachuwtts hiid Plylnoutl~ cob- 
uier, not tepu,"nant to the h w r  of Eaglnnd, to be cou- 
tinued in f o m  until November. All justices of the p c e  
bd the mnle powers given to them as mngistrates fon~~erly 
bad. ,Uader tl~is law justices of the pence sat with tbe 
regular j u d p  in Middlesex County. 

. 

a r l a t o w n  contiuued to be oue of the places for bold- 
ing muds until 1775. Regular tern~s wem held at Cou- 
cord from 1693 till 1867; aud at Grotou from 1775 to 
1796. bvcl l .  became one of tke regular seats of justice 
in 1337. Tl~e R t  county court-lmuss in Can~bridge was 
b u d  in 1671, wit11 a volume of the court records from 
1863 to 1671. In 1816 the county buildings wliich had 
rbod in Harvard Squam were h d o n e d  for the preaeut 
h t i o n  at f i s t  Cambridge. 

Following b a list of judges for hiiddlmx under the 
u or province charter : - 

Coarl of &MI) Plmr. 
J o b  Pliillips, December 7, G99, to 1716. 
J a m s  Russell, Dece~aber 7, 1699, to 17W. 
Joaeph Lynde, December 7, 1692, to 1710. 
Samuel Haymas, Daee~~~ber 2, 1692, to 1709. 
J0urrrh.n Tjng, July, 1703. to 1711). 
Pmucia Foxcroft, Juue, 1709, to 1719. 
Jolutlmn Remington. Decen~ber, 1715, to 1133. 
J d l u n  Dowse, June, 1719, to 1741. 
Charla Obmbsn. Juue. 1719, to 1731). 
FNlCir P I I I ~ ~ ,  June, 1719, to 1755. 
Thomas Onaves, 1733 to 1733. a d  from 1739 to 1747. 
Rancia Foxcroft, JLIIrcb, 1737, to 1761 
&muel Danforth, July. 1741, to Kevolutiou. 
Clu~ilben Russell, August, 1747, to 175% 
Andrew hrdniau ,  April 1753, fa 1709. 
Williun Lawreuce, Juna, 1756, to 1703. 
John 'l)rrg, September, 1763, to Revolution. 
Richard Fmter. JLsrcl~, 1764, to 1771. 
Joaeph Lee, Jlay. 1769, to Revolutio~~ 
Junea Russell, Ua?, 1771, to Revolution. 

The Middlesex Convention, held in August, 1774, passed 
a resolve to the ekc t  thnt ao obedience o ~ ~ g l ~ t  to he paid 
to processes issbing from the Courts of Sessiors orof Corn- 
mou Pleas. and declared two of the justices of tlie Court 
of Common Pleas - Daaforth and Lee - inmpnhle of 
Loldiug any ofice ahntever. Tltese two judges were stmn 
compelled to resigg,' and the ftrnctinns of the court virtu- 
d y  c d  until Sovember !?. 1775. when tlte council a p  
pointed Jol~u Tyng, Heury Gallner, nud Samuel Pl~illips 
& r a p  justices, and David Cheerer special justice of the 
Court of Co~l~n~on Plear. Abraham Fuller was appoiuted 
h h  4. 1779. 

' 9cr V d  I. p. 108. 

-- 
A norg.nintion of the judicial system clonly fdorrd 

the adoption of the state coaditution, b a t  many 
took place both in the construction and j u r i d i i o n  d Lbr 

, inferior courts before the pment eflicieut oqpniution va 
reached. Up11 ahniiug otEce, Governor Han& 
proclamation, directed d o5cen. civil and militq, to 
coutinue in tba exere& of their fundions'until otltenrhc 
ordered. - An a t  atablislhg Couuty Coarts  of Con~um 
Pleas pasad July 3, 1733. It provided'for'four just& 
who should be inhabitants of the county, thne to muti 
tute a quorum The justices of the old Court of Colnwr 
Plens nFem then : - 
John Tyng. nappointed March 07,1781. 
Heurj Gnrdner, reappointed AIarch 07, 17S1. 
Sai~~uel Yl~illips Savage, mappoiuted ?dart41 47, 1731. 
Abraham Fuller, reappointed birr& 07, 1781. 

The following appoiuimeuts n r e  rmde fmm time to 
titne : - 
James P-tt, of Groton, December 31, 1/89; appo'mLd 

chief justice Juue 3. 1805. 
Kathpiel Gorhu, of Clurlrutown, July 1, 1733. 

Spuial Jnaticaa.1 
Josiah Stone, of Fnmiu~bm,  17SO. 
Ebenezer Bridge, of Chela~sford, June'48, 1786. 
John Pitts, of Dunstable, July 1, 1735. 
Eleazcr Brooks, of Lincolu, M a ~ h  13, 1736. 
Jam- IVuithrop, of Caulbridge, October 14, 1789. 
William Hull, of Newton, Maj 14, 1794. 
Ephraiu Wood, of Concord, March 12, 1795. 
Joseph B. varnum, of Dmcut, biarch 13, 1795. 
Lormlni Baldwin, of Wobun~, bIarch 14. k795. 
Abul Haywood, of Concord, February Oi, 1S01. 
Belljamin Gorl~an~, of Chrlestown, February m. 1510. 
Amhel Stearus, of Cheluisford, bray 18, 1810. 
Joseph h k e ,  of Billerica, May 18. 1810. 

In 1811 the old Courts of Comn~on Pleu r e n  rbol- 
uhed, and the. Circuit Court of Couunon Pleas d a W ,  
Suffolk, Middlesex, and Esaex c o w t k  ooturitutiug tk 
Middle C iu i t .  The j u d p  were : - 

Samuel Danq Chief Justice. 
W i l h  Wetmom, First hssoei.tc 
Stephen W, &coud Associate. 

Gwd o/ G e d  &uiorr gllb Parm. 
A court with i lu title nas constituted a, crriy u 1691. 

July 3.1783, an act pwed coustituting a Court of Geoenl 
&miomof the Peace, tocousht of the justices of t Ir  county 
and to bave jurisdiction iu e a ~ s  coguizabb by justim d 
the peace at common law, or under acts of the legishturr 

June 19, 1807. an additional act reorganized the court 
by the appiutment (for 31iddlesex count )  of one ellid 
and nix associate justices, wbo wem to Imld t l ~ e  c o u h  br. 
merly held hy justices of fl~e peace. The court, rr rudy 
constituted in Jliddlescx. was u follows : - 
Joseph B. Vamun~, of Dncut (cl~ief justice), appoind 

July 10, 1307. 
Aaron Hill, of Caubridge (aasockte), appointed JuiJ 10, 

1507. 

1 Speeid jartim urn appointed nuder r hr of 1764 to i t  

rbrn  tbe mguh j u r h  rere inw-td p u t k  or abetat. 
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Amos Bond, of Watertown (ass&ate), appointed July 10, 
1807. 

Josepl~ C o ~ d i  of Reading (assockte), appointed August 
48, 1807. 

Joseph Hald, of Pepperell (associate), appointed August 
95, 1807. 

John Kittell, of Charlestorn (associate), appointed Sep 
tember3,lSll. 

John IIurd, of Rending (associate), appointed September 
SO, 1811. 

Ebenezer Hobbs, of W ~ t o n  (askiite), appointed May 
25,1813. 

In 1514 the Co~irts of Sessions were abolisled, and 
their powers transferred to tl~c Circuit Court of Common 
Plens. TWO justices, called "Sessions Justices of the 
C. C. C. P.," rereappoinkd'in cacl~ county to sit with the 
regular justices of tl~nt co~~r t ,  which was to hear and de- 
tennine all mattern of which Cou~ta of Sewions bad for- 
merly jnrisdiclion." 

Seuiona Juatieer Gmnty Conrt of Corrroz Pleur. 
John Walker, of B~~rlington, appointed May 24. 1814. 
Abiel H e g a d ,  of Coucord, appointed Nny 24. 1814. 
Josepl~ Locke, of B~llerica, appointed July 9, 1814. 
Lolrmmi Baldwin, of Woburil, appointed Nay 10,:1815. 

Tl~e Circuit Court of Co~n~non Pleas was superseded in 
1521 by the Court of Con~mon  plea^, whicll e v e  ill 

IS59 to the Superior Conrt of the Commonwealth. The 
judges of this court are : - 

Chicf Justire, -Lincoln F. Brigllnm, of Salem. Asaorinte 
Justices, - Julius Rockwell, of Lenox ; Fraucis H. Dewey, 
of Worcester; Ezra IVilkinson, of Dedl~nm ; Jol111 P. Put- 
nrin, of Boston ; Robert C. Pitmnn, of h'ewton ; John W. 
Bacon, of Natick ; P. Emery Aldricli, of IVorcCster; Wil- 
liam Allen, of Northampton ; Il'aldo Colburn, of DedLam; 
Willirn~ 8. Gard~~er, of Newton. 

Civil terms of this conrt are held at Lowell, second JIon- 
dav in March and first 31ondny in September; at Can,- 
bridge, Brat Monday of June and second IIonday of 
Demmher. Crimianl terms at Cambridge, second Monday 
in Februnq and first Monday in June ; at Lowell, third 
Nondaj in Octoher. 

In 1867 the co~irts~hich had been Leld at Concord were 
ren10~et-J to Cnmbrid?, tlic county buildings nt Concord 
becoming, subsequeutly, the property of that town? 

, . 
Sher~yn. 

Timotly Pl~illips, appoi~~ted May 27. 1692. 
Sa~nuel Gookin. " October 23. 1709. . 
Edulund Goffe, " December 9, 1715. 
Samuel Gookin, " December 12, 1723. 
Samuel Dummer, " Septemher 27, li29. 
Richard Foster. July 9, 1731. 
Richard Foster. " November PO. 1761. 
David Pl~ips. Nrrch 7. 1764. 

J The Court of Snsions for 3liddhn m a  re-crtablirhcd in 
1819, with Joxp11 Lwkc as ch id  justice, Abiel Haywood and 
Isaac Fiskc nrwriatn. 

2 In rompilinp ~ h c  rivil list of the caunty I have been mnte- 
rtallv nidcd by Charlcs Coalq'r 1M1ddIcru Couaty M u d  and 
by \Vbicmorr's M-~churrfta Ctml tid. - ED. 
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James Pnpeott, ~ppointed September 6,1775. 
Loammi Baldwin, " 1780. 
Joseph Hosmn. a 1794. 
l\'iIliam Hildreth " 1809. 
Joseph Hoamer " &tober 11.1811. 
William Hildreth. " October 11,1811. 
Nathaniel Austin, " 1813. 
Benjamin F. V.mrrm, " 1831. 
Samuel Cbndler, -'I l841. 
Fislier A. Hildnth, " 1859. 
John S. Peyes, a‘ 1854.. 
Charles Kimhnll, .‘a 

a. 
1860. 

Ebll W. Fiske. 1879 . ' 

Judger of Probate. 
james appinted juIle l i ,  1699, 0.s. 
jolrn L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  " October 23, 1709,0;$. 
~~~~~i~ F~~~~~~ July 8, 1709.0.8: 
jonalhan ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  '; scptemhr 30, 1725,o.s. 
Samuel Dnnfortl~, " December 40, 1745, 0.8. 
John Wintl~rop, Septenrber 6, 1775. 
Oliver Prescott, 1779. ' 

James Prescott, ' February 1,18p5. 
SRIIIUC~ P. P. Fay, " May 9, 1891. 
Mr. A. Richardson, " April 7,1856. 
The ofice of Judge of Probnte was s n p e d e d  in 1868 
tlmt of Judse of Probate Insolvency. William 

Richardson ms rppointPd to tile latter JulF 1858, 
alld upn his rrsienatioll was succeeded by Oeow M. 
Brooks, the present inc~tn~bent, Nap 13, 1878. 

sessions of pmbate court am lleld at ~,~b,.id~,,, 
fircrt, md fourth ~ , , ~ ~ d ~ ~  of each month crept 
~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ t ;  at ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 1 ,  tllird ~~~~d~~ of januPry, M ~ ~ ~ L ,  
hl.g, jullP, s,.ptember, and ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ .  

R~giaierr of Ptolate 
Samuel Phipps, appointed June 18.1698. 
Tl~onlas Swan, " October 23. 1709. 
Nicholas Fessendm, " September 15, 1705. 
~ ~ ~ i ~ l  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f t ,  " Deceniber 38,1789. 
Thomas Forcroft, " December 9,1715. 
F~rncis Foxcroft, July 8, 1729. 
Sa~nnel Danforth. < I  July 9, 1731. 
Andrew Boardman, " December 90,1745. 

Nay !?9, 1769. MTilliam Kneeland, " 

James Wintlirop, " Septen~ber 6, 1715. 
James Foster, a, May 46, 1917. 
lsanc Fiske, " October !El, 1817. - 
Alonzo V. Lynde, " July 1, 1951. 
Alfred A. Prescatf " Narch 10, 1853. 

Joseph H. Tyler was elect4 Register of Probate u ~ d  
Insolvencp, Noven~ber 10. 1858, and continue% by r e c l c ~  
tiou, to hold the same office. . 

Rqiski of Dccdr. 
Tliomas Danforth. Na! 96, 1658. 
Lawrence Hammond. Jl~lp 97, 1686. 
Samuel Phipps, April 10. 1693. 
Francis Foxcroft, Blnrcl~ 24, 1766. 
Ebenczer Bridge, April 3, 1776. 
Tlladdens Ifason, March 31, 1781. 

I William Wintl~rop, December 23, 1784. 
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&miel Butlett, Jtuts 19, 1795. 
W i m  F. Sbus, September 13, 1391. 
W e b  Hay&, April 1, 1SUi. 
C b d a  B. Steveus, A p 4  1365. 

In 1859 4 special registr~ was establisld for the citj 
d Lowell and. the towus of Xortheru Middlesex. Tl~e 
raS"tfm for the - new district Irave been: A. B. Wright. 
1316 ; Ithunu & Beard, 13U; and Joseph P. Thompson, 
1874. 

Tnasurara. 
Ebemzer Bridge, appointed 1737. 
John L. Tuttle. <6 18a .  

k h n  Kejes, ' I  1814. 
8ted1nan Buttrick, 66 1833. 
Amos Stone, as 1355. 

&n)r of Corrfs. , 

Iu 1790, wl~en ~ ~ a d d e u s  Jiason held the 05- of Clerk 
of tbe Court of Common Pleas and Qunrter Sossious, the 
o h  were separated. The s ~ e d i u g  incurubenh are aa 
f o h s  : - 

Abdram Biglow . . . . . . . .  1790. 
ElksPbiuosy . . . . . . . . .  1333. 
Seth,Ames . . . . . . . . . . .  1850. 
Johu $ A. GdEn . . . . . . .  1859. 
J- Dana. . . . . . . . . .  1859. 
Benjamin F. H.nr . . . . . . .  1300. 
TLeodom C. Hurd . . . . . . .  1879. 

Dufricf dffornays. 
Samuel Dam . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  Timothy Fuller 
. . . . . . . . .  A d e l  Stearns 
. . . . . . .  A d e l  Huntington 

. . . . . . . . .  Albert H. X e h n  
. . . . . . . .  Clurles R. Train 

. . . . . . . . . .  h W. Parr 
Cbdes R Train . . . . . . . .  
Isuc S. Mom . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  John B. Goodrich 
George Stevens . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  Jobn W. Hamrno~id 
. . . . . . .  W i l b  B. Steveus 

DI~TIUCT Cousn are established for Middlesex County 
a¶ folloas : - 

First Northern mddlesex (court held at Ajer: jurisdic- 
tion in Ajer, GI-oton. Pepped. Townseud, Asllby, Shirley. 
IVestford, Littleton, and Boxbor6uglr). -Justice, Levi 
IVdnce. Sperirrl Jurficcr, Wnrren H. ~twood, John 
Spaukliug. &rk, George W. Sadenon. 

Pint Southern Middlesex (court at South Franiingliam : 
jurisdiction in Ashland, Fmn~inglmin, Hollistoa, Hopkin- 
ton. Natick, Slierhorn, Sudbnry, and Waylnnd). - Jn.vfire, 
Conshtii~e C. Estj. Special Jmiiecr, Lucius H. Waka- 
&Id, Edwiu C. Morse. Clerk, Ira B. Forbes. 

F i t  Emtcrn Middlesex (court at Nalden and Wnke- 
&Id: jurixliction in \Vilrnin,@oa. North Reading, Rend- 
ing. Stoneham. Wakefield, BIelrose, Maldcn. Ererett, and 

, Medford). - J~arice. John W. Petten~iu. S p i u l  Jurtices, 
Tllonuu 9. Harlow, Solon Bnncroft. Clcrk,Willi~n~ N Tvler. 
. Central hliddlesex (court Ilcld nt Concord: jurisdictio~i 
in Actou, Bdford, Cdisle, Concord. Lincoln, 3Iay1mrd, 

&ow, md Lexiugton). -- Jutice, John S. Keyea 
Jufiem, Augustus & Scott, Chrler Thutpsoa 

Pouca r n ~  Mwnra~u.  COURTS. Cam bridge. - JR 
tics, John S. Ladd; SpreiaI Julicc. ,  W o o d 4  Emery, 
8. W. Ilnzzey ; Ckrk, Tlroniaa MeLntire, Jr. 

Lowell. - Jnrficc, Natl~un Croshy ; S~peciorl Jutim, Jolu 
Davis, Frederick T. Greeuhulge; Clerk, h u e 1  P. Hadb. 

Newtou. - Jwtier, Williu~u Mr. Carrutla ; S'id J e  
ficus, Henry H. Mather, Edward H. Mason; Cltrk, Ed- 
w a d  w. Cate. 

Somerville. -Jutice, Isaao Stoq ; Spcriaf J u t k  
A. Ji. Brown, CIrnrIss Q. Pope; &r&, Lebkw Stetson 

B w d  fl Cody Ciuiuioadra. 
Tl~e Countj Comn~issioners succeeded;-in 1328, to rbt 

urs left of tlte fuuctiona d the Court of General 8esriaa. 
The act of 1837, eoustit~tting tLL bod ,  provided for the 
appoint~nent by the goveruor of four corn~~~issiouen for 
Middlesex, to serve three years. The *tub of 1835 p 
vides for three instead of four. In 1836 the manner cd 
electiug r a s  changed, one ooa~missioner beig chortu iu 
each year thereafter. The firat meeting of the Board d 
County Cornmissia~~en was held at Coucord, I L ~  s c a d  
Tuesdnj of Mnj, 1893.' 

1833 to 1849, Caleb Butler, Groton. 
1838 to 1885, Augnatua'l'ouer, Stow. 
1398 to 1831, Benjamin F. Varuua~, D m t .  
1898 to 1837. David Townsend. Waltl~am. 
1831 to 1845, Ab~ier IVl~eeler, Fra~uiughsm. 
1537 to 1346, Timothj Fletcher, Charlestowlt 
1849 to 1845, Leonard bf. Parker, Shirley. 
1343 to 1345, Seth Davis, Kewtoa ' 

* 1345 to 1850, Josiah Adanis. Fra~uingham. 
1845 to 1848, Josialr B. Freacl~, Lowell. 
1846 to 1354, Ebenezer Barker. Cl~arlestowa 
1348 to 1850, Josl~ua Swan, LorelL 
1350 to 1857, Dauiel S. Kicha~dson. Lowell. 
1350 to 1376, Leonard Huntress, Teaksbury. 
1854 to 1861, John K. Goiog, Shirlej. 
1857 to 1869, Paul H. Sweetser, South Reading. 
1861 to 1373, Edward J. Collins, Newton. . 
1862 to 1874, Joseph H. IVaite. Nnldcn. 

~arr i son  H n d ,  Natict. 
Daniel O. U'alton, Wakefield. 
J. Henry Reed, Watford. 

The terms of the present incumbents rtspectivelj expire 
in 1880, 1881, and 1883. 

Tlle following tabular statement, compiled from odid 
soums, presents, in a form convenient for reference, tbc 
dates of inmrporation of the several to- of the county, 
with the names of the towns of which they originally f o r d  
a prt. 
Acton. June 97, 1735. part of Concord. 
Arlington, Feb. 97,1907, '"mbridge (first ~ I W P  

pomted as W a t  Cam- 
bridge : :tame cluDgcd in 
April, 1867). 

1 The lirt of County Commissioners is kindly fnrnirbed 
Theatom C. Hurd, Clerk of tbc Courts and Iho of the Baud. 



. 
Ashby, h h  5,1767, parts of Tomend, Fitchbug, 

and AsLbnrnhrm. 
Ashknd, Much 16,1846, " Framinglum, Hopkin- 

ton, and Holliatoa. 
Apr, Feb. 15, 1871, " Groton and Shirley. 
I3edford. &pt. 83, 1799, Billeria and Concord. 
Belmt, Much 18, 1359, " W. Canrbridga (Arling- 

ton). \Vatertown, and 
Wdtham. 

Billerig May e9, 1655, part of Cambridge. 
Boxborough, Feb. 8 4  1783, aa a district, from 8tm, Hu- 

vard, and Littleton ; aa a 
town, May 1, 1936. 

Brighton, Feb. 91,1307; annexed to Boston, May 91, 1873. 
Burlingtoii, Feb. 83,1799. part of \Voburn. 
Cunbridge, &pt. 8.1633, parb of Charlatown, annexed in 

1803, 1818,1890. 
Carlirle, Feb. 18, 1803. " Concord, Acton, Chelms- 

ford, and Billerica Iu- 
corporakd aa a diitriot, 
1780. 

Chrlestown, Jane 94,1699; annexed to Boston, 1873. 
Chelmsford, bLJ W. 1655 ; port annexed to Lowell, May, 

1874. 
Concord, Sept. 8, 1633, See Acton, Bedford, Lin- 

coln, and Carliale. 
Dracut, Feb. 26,1701, partsannexed to Lowell, 1951,1874. 
Dunstable, Oct. 16,167.3, parts of Groton aunexed, 1793, 

1796,1803. 
Everett, Mat-& 9,1370, part of binlden : portion of, .a- 

nexed to Medford, 1875. 
Framingbam, June 93.1700, " Holliston and Katick, 

annexed 1833 and 1371. 
Groton, May 89, '1055, . " Pcpperell, annexed in 

1803. 
Holliston, Dec. 3. 1794, " Sherborn. 
Hoptinton, Dm. 13, 1715. 
Hudson, hirJ 19,1866, " Nnrlboroi~gh and Stow; 

prt of Bolton muexed, 
1863. 

Lexington, MA& 90,1719, " Cambridge ; part of Bur- 
lington annexed, 1310. 

Lincoln, April 19, 1754, " Concord, Lexington, and 
Weston. 

Littleton Township, incorp. Nov. 9, 1714; named Little- 
ton, Dcc. 3. 1715. 

Lowell. March 1,1896; part of Cbelmsford ; part of 
Tewksbury annexed, 
1834 ; of Dracut. 1651 ; 
parts of Dracut, Chelnis- 
ford, and Tenksbury. 
1974; part of Dracut. 
1819. Incorporated aa 
a city. April 1. 1336. 

3Ialden. May 8, 1649. " Cliarlestown. 
Marlborough, May 31,1060. " Framingfiam, annexed 

1791 ; of Soutlborough, 
1843. 

* 
Maynard, April 19, l S n ,  parts of Row and &&try. 
Mdord, &pt. 99,1630 ; part of Meldell annexed, 1817 ; 

part of N d o r d  m m e d  
to Cliarlesti,wn, 1811; 
part of Everett d 
lo Nedford, 1876. 

Melroa, bl.J 3,1850, " , Maiden 
Naticlt, Feb. 1781 ; u a dirtrict, 1768 ; part of 8herbom 

annexed, 18e0 ; part d 
Natick anneXedtoFmm. 
ingbam, 1871. 

Newton,. Jan. 11, 1637, aa Cambridge Village; mmed 
Newton, Dec. 16,1691; 
parts of \Vdthant an- 
nexed, 1849; and of Ba- 
ton, 1895. 

N. Readiug. March 99.185S. " Reading. 
Pepperell, April 19,1753, part annexed to Groton, 1803. 
Reading, hInJ 39, 1044, part of Lynn ; prt set o f  an 8. 

Readiug, urn Wakeeld, 
1819. 

Sherborn, October 31.1674, name changed from 8bar- 
burne to Sherborn, 1859. 

Shirley, Jan. 5, 1753, " Groton ; part d Qroton 
annexed, 1793 ; part of 
Shirley bet o f  to Apr, 
1971. 

80me&l14 March 3,1849, " ~\~arlestown. Sm a m -  
bridge. Ineorpontad u 
a city, 1879. . 

Stonebarn. Dec. 17, 1795. " Clnrlertore 
Stow, M ~ J  16,1693, Set off to, M.Jnud, 

. isn. 
sudbnj, &pt. 4, 1639, set off. to fiJnud, 

1871. 
Tenksbory, Dee. k3.1734 " Biierica. ,Sm Lorell. 
Townsend, June 99,1733, Sed Aa11by .. 
Tyngaborough, Fcb. 23,1309, " Duushble ; inoorp. aa 8 

district, 1789. 
WakeMd, Feb. 25, 1819, an South Radi  ; part d 

Stoneham aruiexed, 1356; 
named changed, 1808. 

Waltham, Jan. 4,1737, part of Watertown 
Watertoan, Sept. 7,1630. See Belmoat, . Westan, 

and Cambridge. 
waylad, April 10,1790, as East Sudbury ; arma 

clianged. 1835. 
Westford, Sept. 93, 1749. pad of Clrelmsford. 
Weston, Jan. 1,1719, " Watertorn. 
Wilmiugton, Scpt. 95, 1730. " Woburn and Reading. 
\Vinohester, Aprii YO, 1950, " \Vohurn, Nedford, ud 

Arlington ; put mnexed 
to Woburn, 1373. 

Wobum, May 13, 1842, " Cliarlestom. But- 
lington, \\'ilinington, m a d  
WillclJmter. - .  . 




