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PART TWO 
WONDER THEATRES 

Seating capacity after name 
 

1925 Rivoli, New York, 2093 
 

1926 Times Square, New York, 3664 
 

1928 Brooklyn, New York, 4084 
 

1928 Portland, Oregon 3045 
 

1928 Seattle Washington 3049 
 

1928 Toledo, Ohio 3409 
 

1929 Kings, Brooklyn, NYC 3398* 
 

1929 Valencia Queens, NYC 3440* 
 

1931 Oakland, California 3476 
 
 

*Built for Paramount but then leased to Loews in exchange for 

showing Paramount films.  See Loews Theatres under  

Large E-Books on Heritage Group website 
 



 
 

(Carrier Engineering Corporation) 

 

RIVOLI  NEW YORK 
 

OPENED 1917  
But not air conditioned until 1925 

 
SEATING CAPACITY 2092 

 
OPERATOR  Paramount 

 
ARCHITECT  Thomas W Lamb 

 
STATUS  demolished 

 
 

HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation 

Refrigeration Carrier 1x150 TR centrifugal chiller 



RIVOLI, NEW YORK 
 

 
 

   The Rivoli was built in 1917 and strictly speaking is not of Wonder Theatre size with just over 2000 seats, but 

has been included in this Part-2 of the Paramount story for the reasons which follow.   The air conditioning 

was installed in 1925  by the Carrier Engineering Corporation. The story is told in detail by Margaret Ingels in 

her book Father of Air Conditioning: Biography of Willis Haviland Carrier. It also recounts how Willis 

Carrier developed the centrifugal refrigeration water chiller and oversaw both its installation and start-up in 

the Rivoli leading to the approval of Aldolph Zukor of Paramount. This is possibly why such a large number 

of Paramount Theatres came to be air conditioned by Carrier in future years. It was the Carrier centrifugal 

which changed the movie theatre air conditioning industry.  It was the first to be installed in a New York 

theatre and others followed. 

 

   The Rivoli and its air conditioning was widely promoted by Carrier and this event was extensively reported at 

the time and since in a number of books and journal articles, many giving the impression that this was one of 

the first major theatres to be air conditioned with refrigeration, rather than the evaporative cooling air washer 

systems in general use. But this is not the case.  The Balaban & Katz theatre chain in Chicago had air 

conditioning installed in its Wonder Theatres (over 3000 seats) by Kroeschell and Wittenmeier starting in 

1917, while Carrier  air conditioned Grauman's Metropolitan Theatre in Los Angeles (3485 seats) in 1922 

though they did not provide the refrigeration. 

  

   An important year for Paramount was 1926 when it took a controlling interest in Balaban & Katz, adding over 

one hundred theatres to the chain and gaining the services of both Barney Balaban and Sam Katz, using Rapp 

& Rapp to design their major theatres, and employing Carrier to air condition many of their theatres.  

   

 

   A detailed history of the Rivoli and theatres air conditioned by Kroeschell or Wittenmeier and 

Paramount theatres air conditioned by Carrier is given on the website: CIBSE Heritage Group/E-Book 

Large/ The Air Conditioning of American Movie Theatres 1916-1932, Part-2. 

 



RIVOLI, NEW YORK 
 
 

 
 

(Rivoli Theatre, New York) 

 



 



 



 
 

(1925) 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 

 

PARAMOUNT  NEW YORK 
 
 

OPENED 1926 
 

SEATING CAPACITY 3664 
 

ARCHITECT  Rapp & Rapp 
 

STATUS  demolished 
 
 
 
 

HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation 

Refrigeration Carrier 2x150 TR centrifugal chillers 



 
 



TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 
 

 
 



TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 
 

 
 



TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 
 
 
 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 

 
 

 
 

 



TIMES SQUARE,  NEW YORK 
 

 
 



TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 



 
 

 

PARAMOUNT  BROOKLYN 
 
 
 

OPENED 1928  
 

SEATING CAPACITY 4084 
 

ARCHITECT  Rapp & Rapp 
 

STATUS  Renovated 
 
 
 

 
HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation 

Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration  
 



BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
 

 
 
 



BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
 

 
 



BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
 

 
 

 
 



BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
 

 
 

 
 

(newbrooklyntheatres.org) 

 



 
 
 

PARAMOUNT  PORTLAND 
 
 

OPENED 1928 
 

SEATING CAPACITY 3049 
 

ARCHITECT  Rapp & Rapp 
 

STATUS  now a Concert Hall 
 

 
 



PORTLAND, OREGON 
 
 

 
 
 
 



PORTLAND, OREGON 
 

 
 



PORTLAND, OREGON 
 

 
 
 



PORTLAND, OREGON 
 

 
 



 
 

(pinterest) 

 

 

PARAMOUNT  SEATTLE 
 
 

OPENED 1928 
 

SEATING CAPACITY 3054 
 

ORIGINAL NAME  Seattle 
Changed to Paramount 1930 

 
ARCHITECT  Rapp & Rapp 

 
STATUS  now a Concert Hall 

 
 



SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
 

 
 
 
 



SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

 

 
 



SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
 

 
 

 



SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
 

 
 



 
 

 

PARAMOUNT  TOLEDO 
 
 
 

OPENED 1928 
 

SEATING CAPACITY 3406 
 

ARCHITECT  Rapp & Rapp 
 

STATUS  demolished 
 

 
HVAC Carrier Engineering Corporation 

Carrier Centrifugal Refrigeration  

 



TOLEDO, OHIO 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TOLEDO, OHIO 
 
 

 
 



TOLEDO, OHIO 
 

 
 

 
 

(WordPress) 

 

 



TOLEDO, OHIO 
 

 
 

(toledohistorybox) 

 
 



TOLEDO, OHIO 

 

 
 

(toledohistorybox) 

 
 
 



 
 

KINGS, BROOKLYN, N.Y.C.   
Built for Paramount but then leased to Loews 

 in exchange for showing Paramount films. 

 
OPENED 1929 

 
SEATING CAPACITY 33398 

 
ORIGINAL OWNER  Paramount 

 
ARCHITECT  Rapp & Rapp 

 
STATUS  In use after refurbishment 

 
 

HVAC Air conditioned 
York Ice Machinery Corporation CO2 System 

 

Lighting Controls  Westinghouse 



KINGS, BROOKLYN 
 

 
 

(American Theatres of Today) 



 
 

(From Kings Theatre) 

 

 

 

 

VALENCIA, QUEENS, N.Y.C. 
Built for Paramount but then leased to Loews 

 in exchange for showing Paramount films. 

 
 

OPENED 1929 
 

SEATING CAPACITY 3440 
 

ORIGINAL OWNER  Paramount 
 

ARCHITECT  John Eberson 
 

STATUS  In use 
 



 
 

(Theatres of Oakland) 

 

PARAMOUNT  OAKLAND 
 
 

OPENED 1931 
 

SEATING CAPACITY 3476 
 

ARCHITECT  Mueller & Pfleuger 
 

STATUS  In use 

 
 
 
 



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND 
 

 
 

(paramounttheatre) 

 
 



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND 
 

 
 

(Theatres of Oakland) 

 



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND 
 

 
 

(Theatres of Oakland) 

 



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND 
 

 
 

(paramounttheatre) 

 
 



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND 
 

 
 

 
 



PARAMOUNT, OAKLAND 
 

 
 

 
 


