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• • 
Communigue No 292 b 

Geneva, Augst 7, 1945 

Swiss Relief Supplies for Vienna , Budaoest and Bucarest 

Th~ fol lowing statomant has beon issued by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross : 

Inaccurate information from a foreign source having 
appeared concerning too caravans of trucks sent out by the 
Internati onal Commit tee end conveying reliof stores to Eastern 
Europe , the said Committee publish the following det ail s . 

On July 25, 1945, a caravan of 22 motor- t r ucks left 
Switzer land, carrying 29,5 tons of medicaments , 147, 5 tons of 
f ood- stuffs and five tons of clothing to Vi enna, Budapest and 
Buoarest . Thanks to the courtasy shown an4 facillt1es granted 
by the Am&rican, French and Russian occupying authori ties , the 
caravan has safely reached its first stage, Vienna. The 
Committ ee have as yet no details about the further pr ogress of 
tha caravan. 

These relief stores were placod at t he disposal of 
the International Committee by various welfare organizations, 
and t hrough the intermediary of the Joint Rul ief Commission 
of tho International Red Cross. They aro ear- marked for 
libsrated deportees and prisoners of war , for the civilian 
population, especially for children, and for various civil 
and military hospitals . 

With this end in viow, tho Rumanian Rod Cl-oss supplied 
medi caments for siok and wounded Rumanian nationals: the AmBrioan 
Joi nt bistri bution Committee contributed goods for Jewish arui 
non- Jewish populations: the Swiss Red Cross , Child Relief 
Section, gavo mil k for undor-nourishod children . Furthermore, 
the European Student Relief and several Jewish welfare 
org~~izat1ons contributed gifts in kind and in money. Lastly, 
the Swiss Relief Fund took advantage of this opportunity to 
send a stock of modicamants to tho boapitals and the poor among 
the civil population ot Vienna and Budapest. 
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From: 

Code 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Department 
oats: 1anun=Y 2?, ll p.~ .• 1944 

No: 279 

tlrown 
Reoetved 1 r •J ·· 28, 9 a • .111 . 

US URGENT @ 
For tbe Intern~t1onol Red Croas, Gene~·. tr~ tbe 

~r Re~ee Beard. 
We are tnm111ar wlt~ the report (contained in your 

shtngton delago.-
cable 5?1, or October 12, 1943, to your 

tionl oonoernine poseible reedinB progra s in R~ania, 
Thereaienetadt, SloTakia en~ Croatia ond the neod or 

e iealre ~adiat~ information onoernl~ 
runda therefor. 
~bat arees you oo•.1ld operate 1n right n011 aea..1m1ng thot 

neeesanry runde are made a~aileble to you to proTide toed 

and ~od1oinaa to Jewa end other reraeouted -rou~s ln Oercan 

occupied oreaa ·ho ere denied the t'ao111t1en aTail.llble to 

the rest of the population. Please adTise where rood, 

med1c1ces and other supplloa can be purch se~ od how much 

conev in needed. We are prepared to see that runds ere 

de avail~ble at once tor neoeno ry operatlor~. 
BOLL 

/nrm 



~. "\A.,..'' 

~ . . 1 . 

'Ine li~nor bl<l 
)lnll aubf'X'. preatden~ . ~nterDA~tonnl co~tttee 

oC th• 1\e•l croat• 
oeneve.. 

1 ~ve ~ne honor ~~ conveY to you ;n• roLlow~nK 
.,,,,., ''~ ••• '"'''"'''''"' '"'"'''"' or ••• ••• co>•• 
"""''"" 1 1» t•l•<""J>b bY "'" \)OM''""" of u.-u, ••••-
'""'"' nn """" of "'' .-oly o<'ll' n1•••~' ,.,,4 
of tne un1~ .. a ztetllO llo'te::'lllilont: 

~tr: 

• e are r~t11~ ~t~ the r~~rt {con~Gln•d 
1.!'1 your ~a'o'le 57\, 01 uo;.obiiX' l'l, l:l·•~• ~o your 

1.\z.hU'-<';t;,n delei(A~ t on) c:•TJcarn~nl) poll~ tble re•4l-D~ •"'"""' , ... ,.,.,,., . .,.,, ...... '""'' "''' .,. .,. 
Cr••"'' •" tM o o< ' <u>•lO '"''""'''' nd ,.,,_.. 
1.n!oi'III"It1.on o.ot ta tb.C .r ~ \.1'\ w•l1o'n you could oP•~" ,.,, "" '"'' • "'"' ""'' noo< • or.· =•• '" "' .• avon>"'' " , ,, " ,...,,,., roo• ••• •·"'-''""' .. , ...... •"'" ........ ,. .. .., ... , ... -"'' ., •. ~•• '' ·" ••••·• ~ r.c"'"., ,..u­
•hl• to tto "'' uf "'' pop"'-"''"' · •'" • •"''" 
l!'h,_re f .:>od, ued1.c1.n•• r.r.d o't.h>ll" iiiiPlll1•111 cun ue •"''"A ...... ,.. •"· ..... " , .•• ~·· .... P"' •. , .• ., ••• "'"' =·· -~ ....... , •• , ••••••. 
tor neces&~TY opera~lotb.• 

'" ...... """'' th< ''"'"'""' .............. 1 ... .. 

" ••• ,.,., 1 ""'"· or "" o, bO ' '' '''"" '" <•"'""' bJ ,., .....•.. , ··•'' .. , ..... '"""'''"' ......... , .... . 
~o ~~e a~ Rerug•~ sonrd'• ~nqu~rY · 

'll•r1 \rulJ your• . 

'OfB/ak 
... o '-' "o CJ .. "" 
:opY ~o ~ 

!.llla.rtd ~,.ruon , 
~.,r1caJ\ 1r.1.11t.llr. 



Tit. 1 g t • 1 t • b • r 1 c b t lr. 11. 
tnt die l!on:~te JanWU"-:.:lra 1944. 

Ui t d-n 'ooatan Jan~-~~ 1944 ~1ndet dAft erate Geaohi~aJabr der orneu-
t.aD t " t.1!ekelt. d r JU3 ae1nen Abacb~wari. ttoob 1J:I 1 1942 'bepnn unare 
llil..fat.iit. ett. tUr 111& Ju1en 1n .58!1 Arbe1t.Sl!l(jotrn , eie 'f!Urde 1m Dezc;Jbor 
~mtertlt'o an u00 onnt.o 1111 Ua1 1943 wiedGr au-gono=wlJ ww4en. Gh:!!M 1n 
de.r Ze!.~ vo:!l 1 b~a :l'lva:JlJo'l" 1942 c:Ue ~er von uns b) .l.lllelldWJaen cr-
hitlt.ent 'b trill die Zllhl dar Zutenungen m den Konaten 1-.l'uli 1943: 81, 
Auaust.- Jept.,u'!)c. 136

1 
Ol.rt.ober-Don::mer: l<J9 W1d at1ea 1n den UoQat.en Jan.ar-~ 1944 al.l? it32, wown n~ edUwAtnte, Veroan4&to!le und n .. 1n­

"Ce:A. Ln!l..lit.t.ol. 8 , 'lt.ur.-Ul'll;a:Jitt.el w~"l:ienD- ui¥1 Tr:>clr.en':lll.ch, Lac:t.oeao 
u.d,ol. /l ;11

1 
iahrUZI,J8lJit.te1 /Uehlt_ lkot., 1'rookenal.I.Ppet G&-ilt:.e/1 7-'t. 

lelleidwla \L"l.d .BeQchubung: 1.9 ent:f1lllen. 1.:1 ganaen Gil•cb!:at'ta3ahr 1~3-44 
l i aaeo 1n8geant. b4? SendWlgell an die .r .,!.tal.Agor ab. 

In der r1Cht.s~e1t entti 1 ~ u.~seren An~eil an den ~ Internati~nalon 
.oten K euz tUr ~io nicbtOeut8cba Zivilbevolke~~ 1m Genaratgouvern ent 
ein~elnnnten L~eboGg~benl 93 ~iston /a 25 1 k&-!;chaen/ ees~aata ~rocken­
e11ch UJ.,.act.i.e .. , 270 ~rtl.neo nU.uigea Pnr tt'inl 96,3 lea lqaol; 72,5 kg 
?ulvla llquir1t1aa, ?3 Deaoaenl 40 ke Neoo141 30 k8 u1~uthum aubg&lli­
c\113, 2.0 q Tann.:f4llll a ibu:J nnt.u:a, l' 1:& B!s,:Juthum aybllit.r1cuoL l'l q '!tul-
nt• d.ineth,;t:leno:c.u: , t !'11~" Tnole't.t.en : 26. 650 Redo~on, 2~.3uo Clbazol, 
l • 990 e.;-rQ- ed(»:on, 13. 230 nocoey'l, u. )00 J'e.·ro~in, 11. 270 ~t.-l'o­
v oro~.t 6 . 650 B.a.ervu1 5.Ho Bll.,yl, 5. Aspil'i.n, • -<> Barbital! s.: -
Hexamot.DI(lent.et.ramin

1 
,,,ooo llydrlll'~UCI cl\loratum, • · '.0 PUnob&J''b ~.al, 

4. 500 Ft.enacet.in
2 

_ 4 • .;sOO Irr:ahn1 ) . -'().~ .,.hlocol, 3· • · ll<!D1cot.1 2. 95= 
Rel..o.oin

1 
2. 925 Aulaatin, 2 . 800 Co<.leinUCI phosphol'ieu."'L~. ooo Fbyrie&cil 

~ klu.n.re f.l @.: '!by!"oxint do int Corpeyl..Ulln, IAIP~• sehliean-
lich Acu : 2 . ... 68 Stropboaia 2. 823 cnlciwa Sahdosl 2. 598_ Corw:rl.nw 2 .2~ Il".i!•i0

1 
1. 120 C1.bno11 l. 11.8 Citialgi n , 665 Re<l')XOn- tort.e , 6 Digi-

l.an14, 500 R p-;rl, 48$ X.Obelin, 465 u "!ei'VU- torte , 460 Coagul.e:o2 4 5 Eal-
6ron ~ g er1.Dc•r• ·ena•n Mlp.: · ::-~o"u.. h_Lut.Gcyol1n 1 Corpb,yam1!11 OVo· 
a.rclin •~l1ch: !.150 cc Cor 1n liq. , 2. cou co Digilanid lig., 1.. 105 eo 
Adrenalin llq. , • 250 E.t Ir~d-:3 r l ).600 S Rbena.aept.~1al.be, 3. 17; 1 
Ir£1llili!S..J. ena ! e, ii er41e& 500 <-o::p et.te Imp!etott' go en Fleolttiober. 

V~n 4en Jild!.achen c:hal'1t.at1nn Orian1aatlon•n anndt.e wua Arb.t.ut.altott.et. 
t'i1r BJ5l.P at. Euro~ Jud!lr in StoclUiol.lll 1.600 ~ Zelt.t.ottwat.t.e , 4.000 

t.. hplerb1 d , 197 PApier•eaten Wl4 100 Papierbet.t.d•cken. Von 4er Ge-
aell..Bcbut't. 1100 " in Genf' erhlelt.en vir a::a 31. III.l.J. b7 Kol.li' pha alll-
t.iecher Prod~• un4 stlrkUASACitt.el 1m er~t.t.og .. iobt. von 3 . 376 kl· /Ein 
Verz 1.cbnia &Ia IDbalU 1m !ol.i~en Bericbt/. Aua Portut: 1 l.An8't.tn End• 

• z 761 &ckcben <>uu.aci't.t.el ein1 die g a !'I ehl, ehl.produkt.e, lllU.aen-
fr~chte und uarcelade etauacht warden. 
Durch uatauacb and ~usitzl1chen Anka~ k~nnton wir ~~ore Vorr· te u.a. er­
&inlten c:it. 'l'ablette.n: 60. 000 Aap1r11lt 6.33'0 Bnlol, 6 . 8)0 r~t.r1lllll lidli· 
cum, 4 . 000 Re4QXont ~~ Ant.1neural,£lea cu;xa Cotte1Do1 3· 300 Vieby1 2 . 200 
Chinoaol 2. 000 CCXL• pho_aphor1cu=1 1. 500 Alncet., j5'J J\q)tll.l.en atro-
ce.::.:;pb, 4! • Eutl'OP11r 7. 500 & capauaent, 2. S00 I ... entrop~en, 2. 000 S 
Icbt.yol.l.n puru:a, 2. 000 1 RaCli.X V lerianae, 1. 000 Scha teln E.'lt.lauaunae­
cr e, 20 kg CulU'IXt ternar: 50 q 'fun4:rat.tt 1 66 q Zelleto~tte, 
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COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE 'LA CROIX-ROUGE 
A6BNCB CENTRJ"I,B DES p(USONN'IBR8 DB 6'CERRE 

"''"'""""''""' ' ... , G. 5'-../2. Q. ti5 Q. 59/7 
t j lt,•llf>U.' ~ 'D ll$ 

ftolh: 011lTU'ROI.liDU01." 

Lm1IO" Of liiE UNITE~ SHTE< \ 
Cf /.l.:lRIGA 

FEB 0 1944 

BERti 

r:xcellcnce, ~ J
1
ai 1

1
honnour d •accuser reception de votre lettr ~ 

du 29 janvier 1944, ~nr lnquclle vans ~ve- bien voulu me 
tran!llllettre, !le 1.9 p<trt du war RefU"CC Board of the 
united st~tes aovernment, un message concernant 1~ probl~e 
des seco\trs :lU> differ entes cat'·r.ories de porsonncs dans 
l es pays occupes par 1 1 Allemagne . li 

llous profi terons volontiers de votre aimable offr' 
de trans~ett~e uno reponse de notr~ part au napartement ~r 
Etat; cette revonse toutefois n &cessitcra <'Uelques ;jo'Jl'S 

· ·~---
j; vous 
re hllute 

Son '&:J.Cellence 
y . Leland Harrison 

Americ~ ~lnister, 
L'gation des Btats-Uni~ ~ · Am~rique 

!LER~ 

.. , ................... _ ......... , .. , -· ... .. 

rith 
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COM IT!:: INTERNATIONAL DE 'LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AOEl'ICB CBl'ITR.ALE DES pnJSO~BR8 DE atJEKR£ 

.......... ... , ... , .... o .57/2. a . es o . 59/ 7 
ftll-{1\lnn• r. Sl f4 
uUt l•1.,.1a;.ao1nauu 

r 
J 1 td 1' honncur d 1 accuser r~ception de votre lettrfl 

du 19 janvier 1944, par laquelle vous ~ve~ bien voulu me 
t r ansmettr e , de la part du War Ref ugee Board of tbe . 
united Stlltes oove:rn11ent , un message concernant le probl a."'e 
ae~ secours au~ differ entes cat~gories de porsonnes dans 

r:xcellonce , 

Nous profiterons volontiers de votre aimable offr~ 
de transmettr e une reponse de notre part au pepartecent d' 
.Btat; cette rilponse toutefois n;!icessitera ouelgues jo·lrS 

nous nous ra11citons de 1 ' intcret que 1e nepartewent 

lcs pays occup6s par l 1 Allemagne. 

d 1 exrunan· 

d iEt~t temoigne a 1 1 egard de ce problem~ et nou~ vous 
I·r ions d 

1 
agreer 

1 
Excellence, 1 1assurance de notr e haute 

consid~ro.tion. 

son y,xcflllence 
ll. Leland Harrison 

Al!leri C:l.D J4inister, 
L 'gation des 1..t~.t,;-nnis d

1
Americ;.ue 

J:LE R 11 F. 

.. ._ ................ _ ............. , _ .. ·- . 

lla?.: IiUBER 
pr esident 

with 
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Code 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Dena.rtment Data: February 9, noon, 19~ 

No: 43? 

Received: Feoruary 10, 4 p.m. 

PARAPHRASE 

Following 1a tor thP ~lnlater troo War Reru~ee Board. 

You are requested to trana~lt following ur~ent 
meaaags to the lnternetlonAl Red Croae, in Geneva: 

"Pleaae refer to our recent cable 1n wh1oh 
1ntormatlon was requ~ated relating to poee1ble relief 
operatlona on behalf of Jews and other persecuted groupe. 
We have ~xamlned the propoaal whlcb you Qade through 
your London delegation ~n December to the Intel'govern­
mental Comcittee, 1n which-you rsqueated that there be 
placed at your dlaposal the aum ot 300,000 Swlaa franca 
tor carrying out the indicated relief prozram 1n Croatia, 
Slovakia, Rumania, Hungary and Thel'ealenetadt and auch 
other rel1et actions as ~ay beco~e teaa1ble. The funda 
needed tor this proJect are being made available to you 
1mmod1ately by Joint D1atr1but1on Committee, wh1ch hna 
been granted by the Treaaury Department a licenae 
authorizing tranamlaalon to you ot the equivalent In 
Swisa tranoa or 1100,000 tor thla purpoae. You are 
authorized under thP license to employ the tunda tor 
buying food and other auppliea in Hungary, Rumania and 
neutral countr1ea And otherwise to oarry out the relief 
aot1vit1ea which are mentioned above. Please keep the 
War Refugee ~oard tully advised or the action you take, 
and alao in~icate to the Board what other assistance 
la required in order to carry out thla and similar 
operat1ona.• 

The Legation ahould exteni to Intercross and the 
Joint D1atr1out1on Committee repreaentatlvea lta full 
~ooperation 1n th~a catter. Please transmit procptly 
to Saly ayer a oOpJ ot the above message. 

HULL 

In triplicate 

re 

................... -·-· ... n... _ ........ .. 

ReceiveJ CAl~ OJR 
r Action 

I l'ferecl 
I Jo, 

rlth 
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M't:W ~ ~· ~ .. 
. .ll.~. o .-- . 1.- L.. l . 

0 d.flli~nbloo 194!• 

0 t~ /D 
a 'rJ"J I' 
a r:;r:J I v 

Jlorul'1 '11'1" J.a D1r¢ot ur, 
ou.o av~ trt.6 1nfo1" p:11' ngt.: o dCU t.!Oll. :t.onaros 

(11101 1& ~S:J.it d1 tr:~. alr.)Ol <Ill a:'lA JO"'J11lb c~oa. loB FOilV~ 
t.a ~1cl11 at ~ics 'Cr.!t. 6 1 co;:llt.t. 1 ... ~t.•l 

oo"" 1 • •"""" • •'""""'' • •n r uou.. t ..- 11 t ....... .,. """"' ,.. ... ..... ., cooi1>6 "'_,...,.,... .... ... 
:vt1 pour qu 'il -puS.cno acot. l' en ~i>O O.Oo aoc::~;r.:oa cSoatinb A 

o!.'taina Ct"OQC• e.•lctr lit o ~colt lllt on All , &ns loa 
pqa • """ ot "" ,.. .... .- 10. • """""" _,_ ...... ~tit!ldO :pO:xt' 0!) atO fu."''\U &InA 'lO!f.lCl ng:lll VQ10tlll UllO 

jD dO eonttaneo ot. en t~etcUJ: onoo~ t all% c..-rort.a QlD ~DD poura~vr-s poill." vo:dr en oido toutms lea vtoti o dO lll 

A e uJo't, DO nou .:~ ;ot.tDllll d1 a~t5. 
uon ~::11' 1 point aui 

.. _ ....... ·- ............. -..... -... ... 

wi th 



To 

Code: 

L-. . • I 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Depe r tment Date : Fabr..tury lo, 10 p . m., 19(~ . 

No· ~38 

Br own 
Chargad to _§ 

Deportment' s 279, J anuary 27 , ll r · m. 

Message oommuntcnted to In• rnationnl Red Cross 

acknowledged on F brunry 8 ~. D~ . ~~bar, wto stntes 

th t C~ttee 18 grat!fi~ b. " 1 vLience of interest 

in this probl,, , ~ u t it will .:;ln1ly .svail it sell or my 

o~rnr tn trs ~ ·1 1ts repl] to ~~shington , that reply 

will , 'owover, require ue•rernl days ' oonsideratlon. 

HARRISON 

DFB:mk: nt 

witb 



... 

A.t Jlr • ...__ .r•s request this 
letwr wu eeot to bUI to 

Botel Oo:martD, Geoen. 

Ben<, :tebruc ¥ ll, 1944 

llr. Sal.J 11a1er, 
Aaarioan Joint Distribution eo.a1ttee, 

'1'1.gerborgatruse 26, 
St. Gallen. 

Dear ilr. allier • 

I aa eocl oe1ns herewith a C'>P1 of the Leaa1;ioo
1
e 

letter of todfl1 • • date to tbe Honorable JlaX Ruber of 
the InterDilt1ooal Red Croas, Gea.'Y& • 

.,, ........................................ __ .... ... 

with .. 
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M~W ~ ·~ · ~" 
. il . ~ . D "" • I . - I.-. - I . 

-

Bern, lebruiiZ'Y 11, 1944· 

•?le .. e refff 'tO o\11: recent cable 1n wnioh 
1n!or=ation .aa requested relatinS to poes1ble 
relief operatiollfl on bela.lf of Jews and otbltr 
persecuted groups. We nave e:uue:Lned toe proposal 
wtlicb JO'Il ead,e Ulr'Ou9l your London deasatiOD :ln 
l)ec .. ber 't.O ~be Intergovei'Illli'8Dtal Coeai~tee, in 
wbicl:1 you requested tnat there be placed at JC1UZ 
disposal tb8 sua of 300 ,000 Swi .. franca tor 
carrYin& au't the indicated relief prosru in 
eroat1.a, Slovakia , au-cia, B.UJ1&11X'1• and 'fneresien­
etadt and .ucn otber relief actions aa 8&1 beooae 
feaaible. 'fl:1e tunde needed for tni• pro)eot are 
be1n& ~ade available to yon t.mediatelJ by Joint 
DistribUtion eo.-itteot, wuicb nas been uanted bJ 
the T:reasUX'l' 1)epart .. nt a uoeo .. auttwri&in& 
traneaiseion to JOU of the equivalent in swiss 
fr&nOS of tlOO ,ooo tor tbi• purpose. You are 
autb.Ori&e4 under tbe liceruse to eaploJ tba fU!Iib 
tor busi~ too4 an4 other auppl.ies 1.D BUJl&&l'1, 

au.~ • 

... ....,y ............. _ .......... .... _ ... ...... _ 

with 



~· and nell1::ral. oountT1•• an4 o~nend•• 
~o oerrJ ou~ t.ba nl1d a ot1'f1't1• • .. t:aon are 
.. n~1one4 abov•. f l ••.. ~Caap 'the war B•fUP• ~ rullJ advl.ae4 ot the ao-t1on JOU -taP, 
Ul4 a lso j.J'I41cace -to 'tna Boar4 •nat other 
aaa1.a1allo• 1• reQuir•d 1D ord..X' to carrt CN.t 
tn.111 and a1a1lar' ope:rat1<>~· • 
lD acoorda.nc• wil.b 1nstrUc-iona reoe1va4 troD t~ DepiU~t o! Stet•, tn.• Llll$n.t.1on •1ll be pleased to 

o!!or you al.l poeaibla ooopcll'tion in til~ •tur. 

to rl.a~ or 'til• aaeoo1a~1on of 'til• Jo1Dt DiJitribu~oo 
o~1tt•• t~ltb the aotiv1~1 ou'tlin.ld 1D ~ tal•&r• tro• 
tl'la tar R•t~• Joard, u quot-~d above, I - tlkilla ~ 
l1'bart1 o! aandi.D6 • ODP1 o! t o1• u~ar to ar. salJ 811.1ar', 
rapraaentativa of t~• Joint 01atribut1o!l co~1~••· 
figarbor&~raa•• 26, St. Gallen. 

Ter.J trulJ yours, 
Yor the Ml.Jl11tert 

1)&111tl J • !aaat.au, 
Co~~Mroial. J.-ttaonll. 

DJR/RCG/11DP 
COPY to Mr. salY )layer 
copY to Chancery tiles 

__.. .... 1&. 

with 
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TELEGRAM SENT 

To: Deperta:ont Date February ~v, 11 B. m., 1~44 . 

No · Dill 

co~e : ...... 111111111 Charge~ to: 

Forar>hrnse 

!n e letter •late~ F~t:'ruery 11 t 1::; Le~ntion 

transmitted to Jui~e kax Huber, fro.ident of the 

Intern..~tiooal Re l Cro::lS, the !i'.~'lsae,e coate1ne1 i:t 

your 4:!7 of • ebruary 9. 
~n the same l6ta o copy 

;;.JP.: t';'i : nf 

In tr1fl1c'lte 

-S£.E.. J \972. 

... ; _ ............... _ ...... -... _ ........ . 

viith 



~ 
M~W ~~· ~·· 
.Q ~ . o ..,. lA- L. •. 1. 

YobuuarY 15, 1944 

Meaerandua tor the !~los. 
Telephone conversation between Mr- Ressan and Mr· SalY MaYer lJeint ~strkbut~on 

Collllli ttee) 

Mr. yaycr telephoned thiS noon to tell Mr· Reagan that 

be hall been in Geneva tor the past few days "si tiniS "lio see 
the appropriate person at the Red Cross .nth whom he has nol'l 
had an interview. The Red cross was interested in his proposi t i ons 

and '11111 consider them , be will 'oe siven an answer at the end o! 

the week. rn the aeant1.nle be "ill go back to St. Gallen !lld eay 
stop in Bern on his way. I! so, he will telephone ! or an appo~nt-
ment. 

~ted 

DJR/CB 

... _ ................ __ ........... _ ... ,_,. 

wnh 



,, ........... --... ~ .... -~ .......... __ ..... . 

w:ltb • , 



• 

.... _ ......... .... .. _ ............. , -···-·· 

with •• 



... _ ............ -_ ............ -. -- -·-
with • • 



• 

... _ ............... _ ............ , -···-·· 
with •• 
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COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
A.GENCE CENTRA.LE DES PRJSONNlERS DE OUER.RE 

9/ 
(CASE FILEl 

44· 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date · February 17, 8 p. m., 1944. 

No · 11115 

Oode : ••• 
Charged to . 

Paraphrase 

Plea se refer to your no. ~37 ot february 9, 

On lebruarr 17 Schwerzenburg, member ot the Secre­
tariat of the Intercrosa Committee, called at the Lega­
t ion 1D connection w~th the above telegram. s. stated 
t hat Intercross will report shortly to the Legation 
the action it proposes to take. The necessity tor 
surrounding the program for relief action with complete 
aecrecy was emphasized by him; he stated that publicity 
would doubtless prompt German measures to thwart relief. 
Schwarzenburg requested that this eepect be brought to 
the attention of groups in the United States who are 
participating in the program tor relief. 

Mr. Saly Mayer 1a in contact with Intercross with 
r egard to the program tor relief. 

HARRISON 

nn:rcg:nt 
In triplicate 

972 

with 
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W.loiqllft po.tan 1 a.sv 
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TeJ. . to DeD'L. 
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COMITt:. INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AOENCE CENTRALE DES PJUSONNIE.RS DE OtlER.RE 

G. 59/7 G. 59/2 G. 85 
JES/l!L 

m:Ni•:\ E. February 17th7 1944· 
Palti11 du (AJn!f'tl·«~tl)!"ral 

f~tt; ' 11WTIICIOIIIIOUII ' 

lEGATION OF lNE VNITED STATES­
OF Alltr.JCl 

'll FEB 1 1944 

BERN 

R1 s Excellency 

Sir, 

Tho messa~e f rom the War RefU!Zee Board of the 
Government of the United States of America, w~ch you were 
so kind as to forl'!ar d us on 29 January, and relating to \"" 
t he possible tra.nsi"er o:f reliof 1n cash, l"as f or us a :0 j 
matter of Sf'l'lCi".l satisf ction since for several months ~> 
past our most earnest concern has been to drar the attenti 
of Allied Authorities to the almost tragic condition of ~ 
var1.ous categories or civilians in Europe. ;::1 

' -
Subsequently the Legation of the Jn:lled States of 

America has been good enough, in a letter of ll Februa~yJ 
to inform us of the transmission of OSA 100.000 . - for th~· 
purpose of purchasing toodstutts and other relief without~ 
the re~evant licence containing any geographical restric~ 
tion concernin~ the utilisation of this sum. 

We should be very much obliged to the Legation or 
tho United States of America if it would be so kind as to 
convey to the W:'IX Refugee Board the expr ession of our dee,., 
Pratitudc for thi~ proof of confidence and the assurance 
that, on our side, we shall do everythins in our poner, 
in close co-operation ~~th the Joint Relief Commission and 
taking into account the wishes of the donors, to draw up 

\ 

n programJ!Ie of relief action which will be submitted to 
tho V/ar Ret'ugee Board in the near future. 

l'fe shall not fail to make in duo course turthcr 
suggestions of a practical character concerning tho 
development or this action a.'ld the initiation of other 
siMilar operations. In tlrls connection we should much 

Yr . Leland Harrison 
American Minister 
Le~ation of the United States 

of AJueric< , 
BE R II E 

... _ ................ _ ............... _ ....... . 

wit h 



... 

appreciat~ if the Legation of the United states of America 
Cllltlll indicate tho n!llllc of a member of its staff 'llith 
whom we could get ill to touch 1n t l 11 fUture "With e n ew 
to orutual con:rllltat:!.on t?S to t he cxpodiOllC)' of any given 
prOjlOr.;al . 

I have the honour to be , 

Sir, 

verv trulr yours 1 

.. .......... .,. ___ ......... , __ .. _ ·-

)lax U!Jilf.R 
President • 

with 



TELEGRAM SENT 

To : Depsrtment 
Date : February 18, midnight, 1944. 

No 1028 

Code :,.llllllllllllla Charged to : 

Paraphrase 

We have now received a letter from the Committee 
of the International Red Cross in which it is stated 
that the message from the War Refugee Board was a matter 
o! special satisfaction, sinoe their most earnest oonoern 
for several months pest bas been to drew the attention 
of Allied authorities to the almost tragic condition of 
various categories of civilians in Europe. 

The CICR, after acknowledgement of the receipt of 
our letter or February ll which transmitted the massage 
contained in the Department's 437 of February 9, asks 
us to convey their deep gratitude to the War Refugee 
Board for this proof of confidence and the assurance 
that everything in their power would be done 1n close 
cooperation with the Joint Relief Commission and taking 
into account the wishes of the donora to drew up a program 
or relief action that will be submitted in the near tu.ture 
to the War Refugee Board. In due course, the CICR will 
also make further suggestions of a practical cheraoter 
with regard to the development of this action and the 
initiation of other operations of a similar nature. 

Department's no. 279, January 27 and Leg~tion ' s 
838, February 10 end 891, February 13. 

HARRISON 

LH:mlc:nf 
One paraphrase 

.... _ ....... ........... _ ............. -- -·-

with 



.. l, l~'" 

'lh• Honor!Ull8 
liolll..."t Huber. Preb~dent, In~eroat1ooal C~1ttee 

of tn• fled Croe~ . 
G-eneva. 

1 b ve the bonor to ackno•l•~· your l~tttr of re~~ 17th, f1le Mo. G.~9/? G.59/Z G.B~ JES/BL, 1n 
r R"nee t o my letter• of Jo.nuM'Y Z'iiU and i'e'oru-
ar"J :utn l aet, nnd t;alLe plN-aure to 1nfol'll you t.ont 
1 r-v• not fal.led ~o con..-eY your aeaaas• ~<• requee~ed 
to tne )l'al' aerur• soard· 

ID replY to the 1n~ul.rY oontn.1.ned 1n t\Ut lM;It p\lra-
gr¥Pb o f your letter un~er aoknowledgaeot , 1 aa,haPPJ 
t o naa• lrl.r. i)n"D1el J. ReO.Sall• Colllle-ro1.U. .u~obe of tbe Le~•t1on, tor MUOh 1D!o~ oonaultat10D ae auggeate d 

'o:J :rou. 

,, _ ............................... _ ...... ·-



., - · + 
COMMISSION Ml)tTE DE SECOURS 
DE LA CROIX- ROUGE INTERNATIONALE 

C-O. IH 1NfCfii"AtiOMo\l D£ lA C-IIIOIIH'OUO( • liOUC DU &OCil th D[ LA tiiiOII.-fiiiOUOt 

4, COU AS DES BASTIONS 

G ENl Vl 

Projet de repartition etabli par la Commission Mixte de 
Secoure de 1& Croix-~ouge Internationals i Geneva 
a l 1 intentioD de la L6gatioP dee Etats-Unis a Berne 
concernant un don de 100 1 000 dollars en f aveur de 
deportee i sraelitee de differente pays.-

Nous auggerons de r~partir l a contrevaleur de ce don 
de 100 1 000 dollars, representant en france suisse a 
une sot:lllle de .•. . ................. . ............ sFr . 429'000 . -

aE'r . ?0' 000 .- pour le Service pharma.ceut . 
et eFr . i~~ · OOO .- pour le Service : Vivres & Vite~ents . 

aPr . I uoo.-

en 1 

Le service 'Vivres et Vetemtnts" propose d ' utiliser 
la soClllle de ..... . ..................... . ....... e:il'r . 359'000.-
mise a B!l disposition, comma suit : •==•==••••••=• 

1/. Un monta.nt de ....... . ......•.......•.....• sFr . 100' 000.­
en faveur des deportes israelites en Trans-
nistrie et en ~eesarabie . 

2/. Un montant de ...... ...... . .. . ........... . . str . 119 ' 000.-
en faveur des deportee israelites a There-
sienata.dt . 

}/. On monta.nt ae ........ . . .. . ...... . .. . . . .•.. sFr. 100' 000 .-
en faveur des oeuvres d' ass~ance aux is­

4/ . 

reelites a Cracovie . 
Un mont ant de • . • . . • . . . . . . . . • • • . • • . . . . . . . • • sll'r . 
aux fins de reserves en faveur des deportee 
dans lee difter~nte camps de Hollande et 

40'000.-

de Haute Silesie. 
Total: aft , }59' U00 .-

······------··-·-·-~··--·-
./ . 

... _ ........ _ .. _ ............. -.......... -

with .. 
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INTERNATIONAL DE LA CRO IX-ROU~E 

C OMITt. INTERNATIONAL D E LA CROIX-ROU GE 
AGENCE CENTRALE DES PIUBONNI E R S DE GnERRE 

'!~~'r' 1o-deal'll!!'e-"t NO• ~ 
1 ''''"'" ~··••• "'~"'"'datad- ~J.<, 1'9vV from the American 

G. 59/2. G.. S:81JatLon, B el'lf, GE1\i-:\ 1:. FebruarY 29th, 19.'tJ1
• 

JES/HL fl•ltf• do Cdna.rll-lJh#'ral 

rtltc .. l.liACIOIXttQUCI L f!OII O F THE 
UN T • Art& 01' AMEiliCA 

1 -l. ;) 1Q4d 

o BER N e 

Dear Ur . Reagan, 

There it is, the long long letter almost a book. 
I wonder whether we made our point sufficiently clear. I 
do hope so . May I add some personal remarks: 

l. Discret:i.on in al.l this matter has proved to be of th~ 
utmost importance. All the Jews 1n Switzerland seem to IP 
have heard about money being suddenlY available and they aJ.l J 
come to us 'llith personal claims. I am almost out of 'llits 
and do not know how to stop this continual. flo'll' of visitors. 

2. The "Joint" being the donor of the 100.000 trans­
ferred to us, we are ~ndering whether it is up to us alone \' 
to decide what is to be done with the moneY or whether saly ~ 
~ayer , as swiss representative of the nJointn, is to handle 
the matter . lie have not informed SalY !,layer of the enclosed 
proposals about bow to use the money as we should like to 
have your opin1.on first. Luckily we always got on very 
~ell with Saly uayer and we trust that be will agree on 
principle with our scheme, provided that you approve it. 
so please let us know soon bow we are to pr oceed. 

) . In our scheme we have done our best to spend as littl( · 
money as possible in AXis countries, and this could bs still 
diJainished if the war Refugee Board would accept our sug­
g~stion of letting us have parcels. I do hope you will 
find it possible to support th13 scheme. 

4· We beg you most earnestly to consider the enclosed 
letter as confi~ential, i . e. to prevent it trom fallinP. into 
the '1\Tong hands. It would make things for U!l extremely 
difficult. Thereforr , we hope that you will be able to 
have thr substance of our proposals cipherred to Washington. 
Should you consider this as impossible we could send a copy 
or the letter by bag to Lisbon where it might be handed to 
your Legation ror reforwarding to washington. That is 3ust 
a suggestion. I do not kno- whether you would think it or 

ur . Daniel J , Reagan 
commercial Attach9 

Legation of tne Onite<i statee of Azne::!.ea 
~ 1P. R N 

... _ ........ --· --·---· -- ... -

. str zs 1972 

with 
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~ITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
1\GENCE CENTRALE DES PRISONNIERS DE GIJERRE 

any use . 

Forgive 11a for being so long in answering your 
l etter, and believe me, dear Yr . Reaean, 

sincerelv yours, 

(Dr . J . E. Sch"'!lrzen~g) 

... , _ ........ _ .... __ ........ -. --· - . 

111th 

s 
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r \.C to • ~ 6"'. "I ll 4-. COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL E L A C ROIX- ROUGE 
AOENCE CENTRAL£ DES PIUSONN"I£RS DE OIJE R.RE 

Cll"q\le- VCNlaOl I t..\J.'l 

, 1'1"\·h~.u· l tJ (Jt 
lt\i-1 ''ll'fUCIIIIOilltOUi.l 

GF.N[~\'1', FebTU.a1'Y 29th, 1944• 

!l -59/2 
JBS/WU/RL 

f~abifl; ~\1 t.:on•~>H-\fhtrf1 

LP'l0.TION 01' Tttl!! 
UNITEO 4 TES 01' Allf.IUCA 

W' 1 - l. l S1944 
o BERN • 

Following upon our letter of February 17th, 1944, 
to a.E. the sericllil Jlinister in Bern, we venture to submit 
for your cons1derat1on the to1lo11ing particulars conce't'ning 
relief action in regard to l'lb.i.ch the support of the Vlar J: 
RefUgee Board of the United States TIOUld be higbl.Y desirabl't 

~he war Retugee Board, 1n accepting a sur.gest1on 
made by us to the Intergovernmental committee for RefUgees t 
in London last autumn, was good enough to notify us that th$­
equivalent :Ln Swiss :rrancs of 100.000 dolJ.ars would be ava11..;J 
able tree rrom restrictions as to geographical areas, tor u.e 
in aungary, Rumania and neutral countries, and that the 
licence h&d been issued under the name of the nJoint D1str1tu-

t1on Committee"• ~ 
The International committee haVe just been credited 

w1 th the sum of 429 .ooo swiss francs thrOugh the swiss 
National Bank, on behalf of the nJoint" , and we assume that 
it will be mainlY a matter ror vr. SalyYayer to discuss 
with us particulars tor the utilization of tb!s sum. We 
reel, however, that it may be useful to send you herewith· 
a scheme whi.ch haS been ara-.n up by the nJo1nt Relief Colll­
mission of the International Red cross (Commission KiXte)" · -
sublect to an agreement being reached with the nJoint Distri-

1 

bUtion Collllllittee
11

, this scheme would provide tor the uti.Uza­
tion of a sum of 429.000 swiss francs tor the benefit of 
groups of J ews whOm we consider to be 1n great need. ThiS 
scheme aims at speedy action, without awaiting the putting 
intO effect of any projects •hich ~ght be evolved sub-

se'luentlY· 

To the Legation of the United States 
of AJllerica, 

1L!U!J! 

witb 
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We have thought it advisable to applY certain 
rules in drawi.ng up this progr8lllllle . 

I. Relief ~or Jews. 
1. Tho pecu11ar position or Jews in the AXis 

countries is not a crystallised one, and the possibilities 
or extending r elief to-them which exist at anY given moment 
may suddenlY disappear. It is therefore necessary to 
proceed bY test cases in the absence of·any basis which is 
!irmlY established by international law. We have been 
able more than once, bY means of tests, to open up fresh 
channels for the distribution of relief, the facilities 
offered to us being very variable and dif~ering rrom one 
area to another . We should therefore very much appreciate 
if a certain proportion of the sums which are placed at our 
disposal was to be set asi de tor test consignments the 
despatch of which woul.d be attempted through hitherto un­
tried channels . Whereas we are able to state almost with· 
certaintY that relief consignments to Rumania, to Ther esien­
stadt -and to the 0 Judische Unterstlltzungssteuen in cracow 
will r each the beneficiaries , we cannot ~ouch in the same 
way ror the delivery of relief to, say, the Jews in the 
camP at Westerbork (Netherlands) , in the camps in France 
and in certain camps 1.n upper Sil esia, wher e we should like 

to make the test. 
2. BeinS appri sed or the views o! the blockade 

author ities as regards transfer or currency to AXis countrie~, 
we shall endeavour to r educe to the loWe~t possible miniaOm 
anY purchases which maY have to be made in }iUD.g&rY and 
RUmania, and to procoxe goods as far as possible 1n the 
neutral countries of Europe (pharmaceutic11 products and 
some foodstuffs, wbioh have however beco~e very rarefied). 
In this connection, we sh0u1d like to knOW if we could 
count on additional funds if they were to be used exclusive-
lY in Switzerland, Portugal, sweden and possi.blY Turkey. 

) . In order, however, to limit as far as possib1e 
the purchases which wou1d be made in HungarY and Rulli8-Dia

1 

we wonder if the War Refugee Board would consider shi7PinS 
f rom o~erseas relief in kind which we propose to stock in 
Geneva, and upon which we would draW accordin& as supplies 
were required. This method would have the advantage of 
ensbling us to seize as theY occur certain opportunities 
of despatching relief supplies, without having to send out 
tresh appeals on each occasion. The stocx which would t~~s 
be built up in Switzerland colll.d remain under the control 
of the war norugee Board which, through their representative 

with 
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at the ~erican Legation in Bern, would authorize us to 
draw upon t~eso reserves to the extent of the amounts pro­
poaed in tlle sch0111es and projects which would be 5U'blllitted 

The art~cles which ar e most urgently required are: by us. 

a) warm clothin8 and under11ear. certain groups of 
Jews in Trananistria, for inst3Dce, wham our delegate has 
been able to visit, are practicallY completely deprived of 

elothin8 · 
b) bOots (large sizes ror men) . 

I t wou~d meet one of the most urgent needs if, as the 
War RefUgee Board proposes to do , we bad several thousand 
parcels ava.il:able, conta.inin& each an assortlllent of clothing, 
underwear and possiblY a pair of strong boots (parcels ~ade 
up separatelY according as the¥ are intended r or men, women 
or children (not infants)). 

4· The same system o.r warehOusing could usefullY be 
applied tor food parcels, perhaPS several tens of thousands 
of these of a maximUm weight of 2 kg . 1/2. ThO distribU­
tion or relief to Theresienstadt is most easilY carried out 
in the rorm or standard parei!lS· These shOuld contain 
onlY articles which will keep some time (canned goods, sugar, 
condensed milk, ovaltine, etc.). These parcels could be 
sent also to the camps in upper silesia (if this i s round to 
be possible), croatia, the Netherlands &.nd France. If , on 
t!le other hand, the \'lar RefUgee Board, do not see their way tc 
entertaininS our proposal that clothing and rood parcels be 
sent to us rrom overseas, we should be compelled to make them 
up ourselves, which would un3.voidablY entail the purchasing 
of certain foodstuffs in HungarY and B:umania, and th:is would 
mean transfer of snss francs to AXis countries . 

Should the questi on o! tonnage be an obstacle in the 
way of the war Refugee Bonrd acce?tiD& our propos11 to place 
rood parce1.s at our disposal, we should be willing to have 
these cons~gnments conveyed, against reimbursement of the 
freight charyes, and in so rar as the ava11able tonnage 
110uld permit, by the shiPS which are at present plying under 
the sign or the Intorn3tional committee o! the Red Cross, 
and which carry supplies ror the allied prisoners of war bet­
ween the united states, canada and Lisbon, on the one hand, 
~d LisbOn-Marseilles (Geneva) , on the other . 

with 
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5· As a gener'll rule, we should like to stress 
that in this m~tter of r elief for Jews, we proceed very 
discreetlY, and that we endeavour to avoid anY rorm of 
publicitY as rar as our own work is concerned. The 

reasons ror this are 
a) the fact that the various Jewish associatio~, 

f or certain r easons, prefer to act independently the one 
from the other, and it would seem 1DIPoss1bla to succeed in 
oentral~ing the vari.ous relief undertakings •hioh are 
organized by each of these groups. It is therefore not in 
the interest of the aim in vieW to reveal to one Jewish 
or ganization what is done by another . 

b) Neither is it in the interest of the Jews whom 
•e wish to rescue rrom a critical situation to draw too much 
attentton to the proposed relief action. In vieW of certain 
tendencies, it is to be reared that authorizations which al­
ready exist might be w1 thdrawn and new difficul t1es rei. sed if 
tb:1.s pl"&Il to save certain groups of Jews were exPloited for 

propaganda purposes. 

Il. Relief ror concentrat1on caJ!IllS in Germani.:. 
Tbis desire to avoid as rnr as possible attracting 

attention to our scheme haS led us to propose relief work ror 
certain gTOUPS of civil wnr.v1ct1Dis, wespective of race and 
religion. The Viar RefUgee Boal'd will.in&lY agreed to this 
principle, ~d we are therefore venturing to mention certain 
groups whO , we reel, are daservin& of assistance b1 the Ylar 
Refugee Board in like manner to tne Jews . 

These groups include nationals of allied countries 
(Belgians, nutch, Norwegians , Poles, Greeks, Czechs, etc.) 
who have been deported and are detained in the pr isons and 

Political prisoners are detained in GermanY in 
concentration camps which are under the control of the secret 
police. The regime is more severe than in the prisoner o! 
1rar and civil internment camps, and all the infon;~att.on we 
receive corroborates that the rood ln these camPS is ill.ade!l1i1B1~e.11' 

concentration camps in GeroanY• 

The International cocmittee therefore, in response to the 
urgent aPIJeals which theY !'acei vel troll these poli tica:l prison­
ers and frOm their next-of-kin, applied on manY occasions to 
the a:Llled authOrities and Red cross societies, with the 
object of obta~ permission to reror•ard rood parcels to 
these concentration camps , as is done tor allied prisoners or 
war and c:1Tili&n internees in GermanY· 'to their gre'lt regret, 
the blockade authorities tirmlY rerused to authorize these 

w:1tb 
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oon'ignrnents , insisting, as an essential condition, ror such 
an autbo~ization th~t tneso de~inees should be assiallated 
with prisoners o~ war, i . e. that the stipulations of the 
Geneva Convention should oe applied to them. such a 
measure depends, however , upon the German aut'b.o~ities , wtdc'l 
r efuse to allow tbis assimilation. ~he International eom­
mitteo reGret that the blockade autnorities shOuld have laid 
down this condition 1fbich mllltes relief entirely depet:.dent 
upon a decision to oe taken bY the de~ authO~ities 
and p~events the detainees r~om ~eceivinB what are v~Y 
necessarY rood supplies . 

Judging that the blockade authorities are not oP­
posed on principle to this category of pecUliarlY orrlictod 
-.n.r victims receivins assist'\Dce, out th:lt t·,,ey ar9 concerned 
chieflY with p~eventins the detain1DS country rrom der iving 
anY' benefit from the foodstuffs, the International committee 
haVe endeavoured to discover some 1110ans of guaranteein8 the 
sa!e distribution of relief in these camps . At the s3JIIe t~, 
theY nave sought to provide the blockade authorities with 
guarantees which would be equivalent (if not auperior) to the 
means of control which arc provi.ded ror unaer the convent1.ons 
of Geneva, the latter being unfortunatelY fDApplicable in the 

present instance. ~ese guarantees are the follo'lfi,ng: th.ellks to 
certain S1IBlJ- sums wb$ch have been received in switzerland, 
we nave been able to send some parcels to the principal concen­
tration camPS in GermanY and even to certain cam~s and prisoR~ 
in the occup~ed countries, askinG that acknPwledgme~ts be re-
turned to us personallY by the beneric1ar1es · In certdn 
camPS (Oranienourg and R~vensbrUck), our delegates nave ~ecn 
able to ascer tain on the spot that the parcels were actuall~ 
delivered, and that there was no reaaon to rear thGY bad been 
misappropriated· We arc thUS able at pr esent to send parcels 
to Hor•egian (also to the students ~om Oslo) , notch, Pelisn, 
Belgian, Greek, czeeh 8.IXl other deportees in l)acnau, Buchen­
wald, sachsenhausen-Oranienburg, Ravensor\Iok, and in certain 
other camps , out tor lack of fUndS and parcels, we are not in 
a position to develoP tbis r ollof action on the scale lfhi.ch 
would be necessary; •t present it is st~ in the stage of a 
test process undertaken to rurnish the blockade authorities 
nth evidence that the schea9 is feasible, and that tullY 
adequate guarantees coul.d be sup~lled and which 1re should be 
rendY to sublldt tor the attention of the representative or t'b.e 
American Legation, should the 1att~ be interested in these 

various test cases . 

with 
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LlthoU&h the detaining authorities decline to 
oupplY the Jnto<uationil committee with thO ..... of politieOl 
pr isoners and even with information on the strengths or the 
camps, this action has had a noteworthY r esult· fho yarcels 
which we have nevertheless been able to deliver to certain 
detain••• ho•• •• • mottoT o< root eetod •• a ,.,...,, and tho 
nax.t-or-ldn, in the home countr ies of tho deportees , bavine · 
aouhtlo•• '"'" not1tie4 bY lotteTo "'" the ,..,,, oro no• o4· 
vising u s spontaneouslY of the names and addresses of tbe 
deportees . ThUS we possess the names - and we ~uld ask you 
to treat this as strictlY confidential - of nearlY all the 
• .,.,,,..,, , nutoh., • '"'"'' """b" or,.,_,..,. oro politie&l 
....... ,. in tho ····'"'''"'" ...... co••'•'"'"'' ..... 
thererore be organized systell1at1callY and we would even be in 
a position to r eeeive acknOwledgments rrom the prisoners' 
representatives - similarlY to the procedure applied in 
>TiooneT o[ "' . .... • roT ... eo1JBeti TO eonoignoento .... h 

might be despatched. 
The present problem would be to send rood sup­

>li•• bY ••'"' or ,,,.aor4 •"'"'' to ,,.,,,.,_ ,.,,,.,. ,.liu•&l .., ...... l•••''x<ma'"' 1450 •• , ........ . ,., ..... DUt•h 
moo ... ~moo, OT th"'"bOuto , ... """"' Po1ioh men ,.a ""moo) . 
•e do not >noW the ,,,,..tho of the oth•' nat1ona11"-''' bOt 
real convinced that we would have their names communicated 
to us if we were able at last to under take t~s r elief action. 

\'\'e are profi tl.ng bY the oppor tunitY llfforded us 
hY tho WOT Retugeo Boord, tb.n<< to theiT goneTOUO ouppoTt, 
or dl'awin& the"ir attention once more to this v&rY urgent 
pTobl,., ..a o< ""'"' , ,...,endin< that theY eont«tote to 
gnpplyin& a particularlY deserving and sever el Y str icken 
eategOTY or war·"-•""' rlth ,.u.r wbioh "''"' b8 '"'''""'""' 
in saving the lives or manY of them• 

Ill• B. lie! ror ohildr ell war-victi tU 
!:!ld sJ..ove~· From accur~te information r eceived rrom Belgrade 

oe ho>T that ,...,. are at pment in so:~<nd• and ,,.eral otMT 
,.,,.an town• moTO than eo .oOO ob114r•• oho baTO eooape4 <rom 
the .., ... -·· .... to bO included ro~orly in rugoolav1•. 
a.O •"''" 

0
ro no• ottaohed to eroot1• · Th••• rerugee obildr'" 

are in a particUlarlY criticsl condition; theY are under-
uom-Uhed an4 "',_, ,,,,..,... !hoi' hOolth oon4itioU '' 
piti!ul• It .,u14 bO ueeeooarY to oTgani'' ooergon<Y reli•f 

action ror their benefit. 
Tlle same maY be said of chiJ..dren in Slovenia 

(th8 ooTtheTU oeotiOU or Jugo>lorlO) • !hi> OT00 '"' firot 

with 
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annexed bY ItalY ~bich undertook to suPPlY it. ~he 
situation which was uroidY seriOUS has become worse since 
the events in ItalY in the summer of 1943· )fore than 
100.000 children aro surrerin& rrom !Dalnutri tion. Products 
such as ~lk1 sugar, chocolate, ovaltine and other 
strengtheninG foods are entirelY lack1D3• aero too relief 
consignments are urgently required. We en~lose a distribU-
tion pl an in case it shoUld urove usetul . 

* * 
The :International committee of the Red cross and 

the Joint Relief commission· (Commission J.lixte) undertake to 
applY in anY ruture action - as in the past - 10easures of -
control as strict as possible, and to prevent any misappro­
priation or relief consigrunents. We st!Ul proceed to carry 
out relief onlY when we have gained the conviction as far as 
possible that the detail:dn8 authOrities will not derive anY 
direct benefi-t froiD the relief supplies. VIe shall sublllit 
to the war RefUgee Board - 1f possi ble tsrough their represen-
tative at the M)orican Legation in Bern - all the evidence 
which we can gather vouching tor the safe arrival or relief 
supplies, and reports on their distribution, in all cases ~here our dalegates have been able to be ~resent. ThUS the 
war RefUgee :Board '11111 be in a position to judge 'llhether 1t 
is possi ble to carrY out a spec1f1c undertakin& or not. 

We are at the entire disposal or the war Reru&ee 
Board to supPlY them with anY additional information theY 

maY desire to receive. 

Further we do not think that rigi d regulations 
for control are expedient; 110 nave alreadY mentioned the 
example (of. point II) of political prisoners in cerF~D 
concentration camPs to Who!D the blockade authorities do not 
consider it p~ssible to send relief parcels so long as 
theY are not ass1.lllilated with prisoners of nr. The 
criterion to be selected tor control should, in our opi.nion, 
be as flexible as the reliaf action itself; one principle 
must however be strictlY applied, i.e . that relief must 
benefit onl-Y tnose for .mom i t is intended. 

~.[,-' (5~) 
carl J . BUrckh:u-dt 

M!<llber or the Int rnat1onal Colll!lit tee 
or the Red croSS· 

Yours trul:v, 

'lilth 



deportees of various count rieS• 

We suggest apportioning the equivalent of thiS 
donation of 100.000 dol l ars repr esenting a sum 
o! • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .s. ·'' · h>9 .000· 

sw.fr. 70.000·- for the Pharmaceutical Service 
sw.Fr.; 59•QOO.- for the Food & Cl othing Secticn 

and 
_ _ of the "Commission lfucte' 

S1f . Fr .429 .ooo.-
The Food & Clothing Section proposes t o util ize tho '"" o! S•·''·l59 ·000· 

to bo ''""' ot it• a>•>"'' " toll,." - -
l/ . A s\llll of • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

for Jewish deportees in Transnistria 
and Bessar abia · 

tl 

2/ · A sum of • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • for Jewish depor tees in Theresienstadt . " 100·000· 

;/. A sum of • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
for Jewish relief or~nisations in CracOW· 

4/. 1 ""' o! • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ' ~o.OOO. 
to build uv a reserve stock for depor t ees 
in the var~ous camps in the Netherlands and 

Upper Silesia · ~ sw.fr .;59 ·ooo 

with 
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l /• Relief work fo r Je~ish deportees in Transnistria 
and Bessarebia. -

S'lf .Fr. 100·000·­
==== 

Rumania being herself in a position to supplY 
all the requisite foodstuffs as well as clothing, foot-
wear excepted, we oonsider it would be a mistake to 
proceed to buy foodstuffs in Switzerland 'lfitb the object 
of fo~ardin~ them to these deportees . Experience has 
proved that 141' · K.olb, delegate of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in Rumania, is able to procure 
clothing on favourable terms. VIe kno" that the Jewish 
deportees have no clothing and we therefore suggest that 
the Treasury of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross place the sum earmarked for the relief for these 
persons at the dis'Posal of their delegate in Rumania, requestin~ the latter to be good enough to ~aKe the purchases 
and distrlbute the clothing under his own control and that oi the Rumanian Red Cross which bas the necessary organ-

isations at its disposal. 
""""'' to bo •pent ab•ooa • • • • • • • • • • • .s.. '' .100.000 

z/. Relief ~ork for Je~isb deportees in Tberesienstadt =====-~========-....::=== 
s".Fr. 119 ·000·-

Since the resFonsible German authorities do 
not ~rmit collective consigrunents to be sent to Je~ish 
deportees in Theresienstadt, ~e pr opose to use the sum 
of s~.fr.ll9·000·- ~bioh bas been earmarked for this 
purpose for individual consignments in the form of 
standara parcels of Hungarian origin· We subait ~o 
proposals : 

I. Consi nments of Run arian standard reels 

-~-== 

t the goods to be purchased in Run~ary and 
the parcels made up at tbe Port Franc in 

a.). Consi.~ment of about 4,000 parcels containing 
foodstuffs partly requiring preparation, 

Geneva.., 

composed of: 

rlth 



J 

shar e 
Joint 

- ; -
500 gr . 
500 gr · 

Fllllll jam macaroni (or similar) with broth 
flavouring for sOUFB · 
biscuit s ; 00 gr. 

1 kg · su&ar. 
This 'Pares 111ould cost , inclusive of 

of the administrative expenses of the 
Commission a~d packing •• • • .~fr.9 ·12 ·-

To be spent abroad •.• • • SYI·fr.24.·520 
To be spent in S11itzerland s".fr .l2 ·000 - ;6.520·-

b) . Consi&nment of abo\lt 5500 -parcels 
conbining foodstuffs which do not 
require preparation, compossd of : 

500 gr. -plum lrun 
500 gr · biscul.ts 

2 tins of canned meat, i .e . 
1 of 250 gr . chicken paste 
l of 250 gr . venison 'Paste 

l kg · sugar . 
This parcel would cost, inclusive of 

share of administrative expenses of t oe Joint 
Commi.ssion and packing • • ••• • •• sw .Fr .l3·~ 

To be s11ent abroad ••••• s.,..fr -59 ·895 
To be spent in Switzerland S11 -f r.l6-500·-- _.16 -395 .-

Total Sft . fr .112 .915 .-

Proviso for costs purchasing, 
convefance

1 
insurance , to be spent !.0 smtzerland • •••• • • sw.fr . 6.005 ·­total--~ 119-uou:= 

==--- -=--= 

If the first proposal is adopted , the 

expenditure would ther~rore be : 
in s ... itzerland ••. •. ••• 

A.broad • • • • • • • • • • • 

This proposal is subject to agreement by the 
swiss appropriate authorities , inparticular thoao of 
the S11isa National Bank as regards the fund to be ex-

pended in Hungary · 

ith .. 
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Pa~cels containing ~artly s~iSB products and partly products of Hungarian and Slovak origin· 
The scheme would include about 9000 parcels which 
would cost sw .f~ .l2t~ per parcel ~ ~ackine and 
share of admlnlstra lVe charges oi the Jolnt 
commission inclusive , the contents being ; 

1 can sweetened condensed milk 
1 can unsweetened condensed milk 
1 carton cheese 
1 can roast veal bash 
1 can medium green peas 
1 kt' sugar 1 kg macaroni or such like 

115·200·-Amount to be spent in Switzerland sw.fr .S5 ·050·­
Amount to be s~ent ab~oad . • . • ~· ;0. 150·-

Proviso for costs purchasing1 conveyance , 
insurance, to be spent in Swltzerland __ ; .aoo~ Total sw.fr . 119 ·000·-

-=~~=--=== 
lf the second pr oposal is adopted, the 

expenditure ~ould therefore be 
In Switze~land • • • •• •• s~ .fr.85 .C50·­
A.broad • • • • • • • • • • " 33 .950·­B1J . tr ll9 ·0JO:= 

!s in the first instance , this second pro~osal 
is sub)ect firstly to agreement by the Swiss Nati onal 
Bank as regards Ruoga rian and Slovak ~roducts , and 
secondly to the export licence for ~~ss products 
wnicb baS to be issued by the appropriate authoritieS • 
These prooucts could , if necessary , be fo~¥arded from 
the Port-Franc of Geneva Cornavin where the~ could be 
paokod into P''''l' •hi<h •ould bo g,oupod '' ''''''' twentyfive packages in each crate, and sent in the form 
of a collective consignment without any pdrsonal addresS• 

;/• Bolio! ••'' ''' Jo-'•h ,.liof ,,goniaotiOO' in C••••• ~====-========= =~==-===== 
~r .1oo.ooo:: 
~--==-

According to information which has reached us, 
tho ,,,poooibl• Go'"'' autho,iti•• "''' ono• ••" autho,i· 

,.a , .. ,,.,.. •• , o! .......... ti .. l ·-·" to c.aon•· w. ooold thoTofoTO oond thO•• P'''''' .Ot•minlood milk llCTtSS•, 
~hicb is recognized as strengthening food · 

with 
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The aum of s~ .fr .lOO.OOO·- ea~rked 
for the purpose of the above ~ork would permit 
of sendiov about 12.000 kg· of tACTl~S1 at 
sw .fr.7.75 per kg= s~.fr . 9~ ·ooo.-
ProvisO for sbare of administrative 
expanses, ins~rance,freight . •• s~ .r~ . 7 .000~ 

Sw.fr .].LO.OOO·-

Amount to be spent in S~itzerland : sw .fr .lOO·OOO·-

4/. Reserve Stock to be b~ilt up for the camps 
in tba Netherlands and Upper Silesia · ==----=----==-- -= -==-== 

s~ .fr . 40.000·-
==-------=-= 
~66..;~ As regards ftOnsi~nments of p1rcels for the 

various de~ortee camps 1n the Netherlands anu in 
Upper Silesia i .e . e sum of s~ .fr .20.000 ·- for 
the ~etherlands, and an equal amount for Upper 
Silesia, we ~repose to send standard food parcels 

of Hu~rian or1gin viz· ~reels of food not requiring 
preparation, at S1'1 .h.1~SJ the ~arcel1 indudin~ packing 
and share of the Relief Commiss1orls cnarges wh1ch ~ould 
permit of ~o shipments of 1;50 ~arcels each, that is a 
total of 2700 parcels , represent1ng a swa of sw.fr .40.000. 
of 11hich ~ould be spent ill Sllitzerland Sw.fr .8.bO ·-and Abroad •: 29.4'2:. 

total - ~'l ·?G3r 

Proviso for coat, purchasing, conveyance , insurance • 2 .497 r 
Si" .r r . LiU • ()(JIJ:'-

total ===-=== 

Distribution for the utilisation 
of funds 

==-===--====== 
1st Proposal : 

To bo spent in S~itzerland 
1/· Beesarabi.a and Transnistria 
2/ · Theresienstadt 
;1.· Cracow 41· Netherlands and upyer 

snesia 

;4 ·5ti5 ·-
100·000·-

10.531.s S11.fr. 

witb 
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To be s~nnt abroad 

lf .Besaarsbta ana Transnistria . • Sw.fr.l00.000.-
2/ ·TbereJienstadt " B4·415 .-
;f .Craooll 4J.Netberlands and Uy~r Silesia s~r. 29 ·403~ 

sw.tr . z1; .s18.-_ 

sw .l · '59·ooo.-

~cond ~pos~: 
To be spant in Switzerland 

1/.Bassarabia and Trausnistria .. . ••.. 
2/ Tberesienstadt 
~1. CraoOll 4J•Netherlands and Uppar 

snesia 

To be s-pent abroad 
1/ Bessarab~a and 

====== 

85-050· -
100·1,)00.-

.J_0.597 ·:-

Transnistria 
2/ Theresienstadt 
;/, Craoo'fl 41 1letbBrlands and Upper silesia 29 .403 . .:.§.11·f~l63 .j53 ·=-

sw.fr· ;59 .ooo.-



Geneva, 28th PebruDIY 1944· 

Note 
t o the attenti on of the Amer ican Legation, Berne. 

Propositions on the purchase of Medical 
~pplies and surgical dressings for relief action 

in favour of J ewish refugees 
OC 100' 000 .- from War Refugees Board) . 

A. G~ITlES· 
A sum of Fr . 70 ' 000 . - would be necessary :for the 

purchase of medical supplies and surgical dressings . These 
purchasinB propositions have been established on the basiS 
of relief consi.,.l7tllllente which we send on account o! other 
donors; this programme may be subject to modification due 

to conditions of purchase. 
An explanation is necessary for the tollo~ items: 

- Swiss pnerwace~icel uroducts: 
pnarmaceaticel specialities and prodUcts manufactured 
in Switzerland, accor ding to the enclosed list (Assort-
ment A, annex 1)

1 
or properly mentioned; 

- Foreign pbarmaceutical oroducts: 
Pharmaceutical specialities and prodUcts of toTeign 
origin, according to the enclosed list (ABeortment B, 
annex 2), or properly mentioned (from Depot 3anitaire) ; 

- §;lnthetic :)urgical dressings: 
Synthetic gauze and cotton, manufactured in Switzerland 
and which can be exported. 

B. PROPOSITIO!ffi . 
1 . ~or Refugees in Tranenistria: 

Svrisa p}larlll:lceuticsl products : 
50 ' 000 Polyvitamin tablets 
50 ' 000 Vitaquin tablets 

J ' COO Cleo- Di ampoules 
16' 000 .Phytin tablets 

Forei gn ptar-~ceutical products : 
80' 000 units Insulin 

Synthetic Surgical dressings: 
Total: 

:Fr . 

" 
" 

" 
" 

2' 300.--
3'200. --
1 ' 700. - -
1 ' 000 . - -

aoo.--
~ · ooo.--

,Pr . 12 ' 000.--

with 

• I • 
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Report: 

2 . For Tb.erebienetad1. and campe in 
tlle neif.hbourhOo~ 

Fr. 121 000.--

Swiss tllBriDBCei.Lticul prodUcts : 100
1
000 Polyvitamln ~ablate Fr· 4'600.--

Foreign pharmaceutical products: 
20 •000 units Insulin 

2 kCS ~ercurocnrome 

synthetic surgical dressings: 
Total: 

2()0. - -
300.--

2 1 600 · --
Fr· 7'700.--

3. For J~dische UnteraWtzungestelle Cracow 
and cemps in tb.e neirJJ.O<>urhood: 

Swiss p~oeutical products : 
·two .A.ssortments A Fr .14' 000 . --
150 

1 
000 Po lyvi temin ta ol eta " 6 

1 

900 . -

Foreign pharmaceutical. products : 
two A.ssortlllsnts B " 

Synthetic Surgical dressings 
Total: 

4· ~erve :ror camps in Rolland ond 
Ul!per SUeeia.: 
swiss pharmaceutical. products : 

two A.ssortlnsnts A 

Foreign pnaraaceutical products : 
two Assortments B 

synthetic surgical dressings : 
Total: 

Total: 

2 ' 000.-

3'100.--
Fr . 26 1 000.--

.Fr .l4 1 000.--

2 1 000 . -

11 1 ' 600.--
J!'r , l2 1 voo.-

Emergency reserve 

?r · 63'300.--
61700.;::: 

Fr · 70' 000 . -

Joint ~eliet CommiSsion of 
tb.e Internntiorl.lll Red Cross 

rnaroaceutical Se~ce : 

lklr~ 

rith 



J.nne:z: 1 . 

List of S;ri.as pharn:.aceutical. products. 

1 kg tabl· 
40 :z: 100 tabl. 
20 x 100 tabl. 

} X 25 BmP• 
6 X 25 8111P• 
2 x 250 ta'ol.. 
6 X 25 BmP• 

100 x 125 tab1. 
10 x 25 tab1· 

100 1 100 gr 
2000 tab1. 

20 x 50 ta'ol.. 
500 BmP· 

1000 tabl. 
2000 tabl. 
1000 ta'ol.. 
;ooo tabl . 

15 x 150 tab1 . 
20 X 500 gr 
20 X 10 BmP • 
20 x 200 tabl . 
25 X 10 CCIII 

4 x 100 com 
;o x 1/2 tube 

5 x 250 tabl . 
6 x 250 tab1. 
6 X 50 gmp. 
6 X 50 8111P· 
5 x ).00 tab1 . 
} X 50 BmP• 

10 x 250 tab1. 
20 X 20 8CP· 

Acid. ascorbiniC · 0,05 (Vitamin C) 
Becozytn (Vitamin B-Komplex) 
11ene:rva (Vitamin 13..) 
Eenerva-forte (Vit!min ~) 
:r.arostidin 
Saridon ~edoxon-forte (Vitamin C) 
Ferro-Rsdoxon 
TiUOCOl 
:r.aroean Spasl!IOlytic (.Atropin- l'&llaverin) 
Nitroglycerin 0,0005 
Coffein· natr. saJ.icylic. 0,2 
coffein· natr· salicylic . 0 ,25 
Hatr. eaJ.icylic . 0 ,5 
llaphtol . benzoic. 0 , 25 
Codein· phosphoric . 0,02 
Cal.oilllll Sandoz 
Cal.oilllll Sandoz granulated 
Oal.c iulll Sando~ 10"~ 5 co 
Digilanid 
Digilanid liquidS 
Digilanid liquide 
BaUJ!1 l'anthesin 
Fel8lllin 
Ipedrin 
gtrephosid 1 cc!!l 
Strophosid 0,5 OClll 
Gynergen 
Gynergen 0, 5 ccm 
Entero-Vioforlll 
coramin 1, 7 oClll 
coram:Ln liquid 15 cCill 

150 fl. 
4 x 250 tabl. 
5 x 1000 tab1 .• 
2 x 250 tabl. 

10 X 10 gr 

Cibalain 
Oibazo1 
CibaZOl 
Cibazol powder 
1\erlen "solution e,«!queuse" 
;.terfen •teinture colo:r6• 
l4erlen •solution nasal.e" 10 com 

20 fl . 
20 n . 
100 fl. 

with 
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20 j ars Uer!en ointment 500 gr 
2 jars :Merten ophtha)lnio ointment 

10 x 500 gr Deeogen 
1 kg :Bi.BlllU"tll · subgallic . 
2 11:8 l3iemu."tb· subn1triO · 

10 x 250 talll· Irge:!en 
10 X 50 8I!IP· Irga.:!en 50 tub . Irgamid nasal oint'lnent 
250 gr Co:!fein. pur. 
500 gr EsJ.±um chlo:ric1llll 

5 kg J.lagilBB • sulfU:riC . 
1 kg Pnanaoetin 
1 kg Vaeol.ilJlentulll 1iqu:idUlll. 

4000 tab1. Acid . aoetylosalicylic. 0 ,5 
1000 ta'bl. :Be.rbi tal 0, 5 
5000 ta'b1 · Di-py:rini 0 , 3 
1000 tabl. Reltlllllini 0 , 5 
1000 tabl. T8Ililini al 'culllinB-ti 0 , 5 
2000 ta'bl . TheO bromino- natr. salicylic . 0, 5 

20/1 tub. CaJ.Jni to1 oin"bD.ent 
10/1 :!lac. Calmit01 liquid 1 kg ungt. nydrargyl'i prase. alb. 

cum. vasel. artific . 1.01> 
2 kg Pasta zinci cum vasal. artif . 
5 kg Pu).'rle adspe:rsor . zinci. 



•• 

ASSOJiTl>IENT B 

Foreign pharmaceutical products 

20 ' 000 i .u. 
2kg 

500 emp. 
500 emp . 

InsUlin 
IiercuroobrolllB 
])extrosum 50% 20 com 
:Per be par 

Annex 2 . 

with 
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COMMISSION MIXTE 0£ StCOURS 
0£ LA CROIX-ROUG£ INT£RNATIONAL£ 

C.O. tft. U•tiRI'ii~HON.\1,. O( 1.~ c;P.Oft.-"OUOf. • \.IOU[ OU tOCttld O( l .. C.III:OIJ•"OUD( 

'· COURS OES o•STIONS 
GENI V l 

Geneva, le 28 fevr~er 1944· 

Proposi t i ons relatives a une act~on ~~11e 
de secours en faveur des enfants sous-~ti1, en 

Serbi a et en Slovenia . 

-----------

7 

Tenant compte de 1a s i tuati on parti culi erement a1ar­
rne.ntes de plusieurs mill ers d ' enfants en Serbi e et en 
Slovenia , nous nous perrnettons de sournettre un pro~et con­
cernant une action de seoours en raveur de ces dasheri tes . 

Les envois sereient edresses au delegue du c.r .c .R. a 
Belgrade, pour di stri bution, sous son controle et celui de la 
Croix-Rouge serbe , aux dits enfants . 

Nous proposons done l 1 envo1 de produits suisses, auxque1s 
nous pourrions ajouter du sucre slovaque et des pat es hongroi-
ses, pour une so~e de: Frs . s . 200

1
000 . - - , 

a repartir par rnoiti,j i>Ot>r chocune deS deUX ECti ons envisagees
1 

so it: 
a destinFtion de la Serbi e, pour distribution aux 
enfants de r6:rucieJl dans ce pays: l) 

300 ceis~es de leit condense sucre 
300 n n n n/sucre 

10 •000 kgs. de sucre 

51 000 n p!tes 

10 •000 bo1tes de fro~ge 
5'000 kgs . de ffr~e pour potages 

2 1000 n de marmalade de ?o~es 

Provifion pour frris d 1 assurPnces, de 
transituires et participation ~ nos !rais 
d ' ~~~istration 

Frs . 18' 600. --
n 15 1450 .--

" 111 500. - -
n n •ooo.--
n 17'500. --
n 111 500. - -

" 6 1000 . --

Fr!;. 91 1 550 .--

n ~-·.::. 

Frs . 100 1000 .- -

=--::-=-==-===;:-= 

.f . 

with .. 
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2) ~ destina tion de la S1ov4nie , nour di stribution 
~ux enfants de ce peys . 

300 cnisses de lait condense sucr e 
300 n n " n/sucre 

10•000 kgs . de sucre 
5 ' 000 n pates 

10'000 bo1te~ de fromege 
5 ' 000 kgs . de f erine pour potages 

2 ' 000 n de mcrme1ede de pommes 

Provision pour frai s de trAnsita1res, 
d • assurance~ , et participation ~ nos 
frais d 1 administretion 

Yontant i depenser en Suisse 
n " a l•etranger 

Frs . 18 1 600 .- -
n 15' 450.--
n u •5oo .--
n n•ooo . - -
II 17 1 500.--
n 111 500.--
n 6 1 000 .- -

Frs . 91 1 550. --

11 s · tt~o.-

Frs . 100 1 000.--
=====-::;;::;:::--

Frs . 1551 000 . -­
n 45 1000 .--

Frs . 200 '000.--

Commission Mixte de Secours de 
la Croix- Rouge internationals : 

Service: Vivree 

,.. ,/~,, __ .. , 
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Geneva, 28th !ebrUBIY 1944· 

Note 
to the attention of the AJD.erican Legation, :Berne. 

Proposition on the purcb.aae of medical 
snpp1iea and surgical dressings for relief actions 
in favour of Re~ee children in Serbia and Slove­

nian children • 

.For cllildren in Slovenia· 
Swiss pnarcaceutioal products : 

Calcium Sandoz 
.Fr . 1 ' 600.--

I'hytin-tableta 
n 1'400.-

Ferro-Redoxon 
n 1'600.--

Polyvitamin tablets 
fl 6 ' 900. --

Diphtheria Antitoxin 
1 ' 200.--

I.e.rOean 
1'800.--

neocid disinfectant 
1'800 . --

II 2':Z00 . --
Synthetic surgical dressings : 

1r· 20 1000 .--
Total: 

2 . l"or Retugee children 
1n Serbia. 

Swiss pnarmaoeutical 
products : 

Calcium Sandoz tablets 
Fr . 1'600. --

Pbytin tablets " 1 ' 000.-

~erro-Redoxon tablets 
1 ' 600.--

Pol:,-vi tsmin tablets " 6' 900.--

Vi te.qUill tablets " 3' zoo.--

Diphtheria Antitoxin 
1 ' 200.--

neocid disinfecte.ut " 1'800.--
1'700.--

!,e.rOSaD 

Synthetic surgical 
dressings: 1'000.--

Total: 
}'r . zo•ooo.-



J'o . 7•54 

[,..ue CoeiJ 

@ Bern, J&aroh 2 , 1944. 

Su"jeot 1 Prop.,aed Prosru of t ne Internetional co-i t-tee 
ot t he Red Croee t or t he r elief of J ewish 
Retugeee and other Perseouted Groupe in Jneay ~,. 
'rerr i tory . r::L.) 

'l 
/C ftdJ~ 

I! 
-h. 1911-~ 

-
1 
J 
1 d 
1 
L 

Tbe aeeeage tor the International Committee of 
~he Red croaa contained in tne Depart3ent• a t e l egraa 
no . 279 of January 27 stated that t ba War Refugee Board 
-.. !8JIIU1ar rltn the report oon'tained in the Intarna­
~ional Red ~roea •a cable no . 571 of October 12, 194,, 
to ita Washington deleaetion ooncernins poaaible f eeding 
pr ograms in Rumania, Tnereaienstadt, Slovakia and Croatia, 
and tn. need of !uncle tn.ere!or. Tila War Refugee Board 
requested t r oa tne In~ern.etional Committee of t he Re~ 
crou immediate informati on cone rn1i15 tr.e areu in 
Rbicb it could oper te i mmediately , aaauming that the 
neoeaaarr fuA(e were made aYSilable , to provide food 
and aedioinee to Je~ts .nd otn.er per aeonted aroupa in 

Genaan-

wi th 

~ 

.. 



Subjeotl 

@ Bern, broh 2 , 19-"· 

Proposed Pro~aa o! the International co~ittee 
of the Red Crose !or the relief o! Jewt.h 
Refu,eee and otheY Persecuted Groups 1n ~·~ 
TerYitory. 

The Honoral:lle 
'l'be Secretary ot: State , 

Washington. 

Sir: 

I naTe the honor to refe-r to the Departlllent•.a 
telegrams no. 279 of January 27, 19441 and 4'7 of 
Pebruary 9

1 
1944, which contained meeea5ea trom the 

War Refugee :Board which the )(1n15tar was requested 
to traneait to tne International Committee of the Red 
oroas , Gene,.. 

The message !or the International Committee of 
the Red Cross contained 1n the Department•• tale~ 
no. 279 o! January 27 stated that the War Re~ugee Board 
waa familiar with ~· report contained 1n th• Interna­
tional Red Oroas•s oable no . 571 of October 12 , 194,, 
to its Waantnston delegation concerning possible feeding 
prosrams in Ru=ania. Thereaienstadt , Slovakia and Croatia, 
and. the need of fundi tlllra!or. Tlll War Refugee Board 
reque1ted fro• tbe International Committe• o! the Red 
erose iaaadiate information oonotrning the areas 1n 
which it could operate illllleC11atel,y, auu:n1Q8 that the 
neoessarJ tunda were made aYB1lable, to provide ~ood 
ana medicines to Jewl and oth8r persecuted .sroupa in 

German-

wl.th 

.... 



- 2 -

German-occupied areas who are denied tne ~aoilitiee 
available to the rest of the population. The Red 
Crosa ~ further requested to advise the War Raru&ee 
Board as to ~hera food, madioinas, and other supplies 
could be purchased and how much mone:r -e needed. The 
'far Ra.tugee Board stalled 'that it was prepared to ••• 
tna ~ tunde ~•re made a"Yallabla at onoa for the naoaaeary 
operation.. 

The meaaase !or toe Interna>ional Committee of the 
Red Oro as, Geneva, in the Department •a tel.egraa no . 437 
atatad that, in response to the proposal made in Daoaa­
ber to the Intarsovarnmental Commit'tee in London through 
the London delegate of the International Committee of 
the Red Crose, the Am.erioan TraUU%7 Department had. 
authorised tne Joint Distribut~on Co~ttee to plaoe at 
the cllapoaal of the International. Com:aittee of the Red 
Crose the Swiss franc equi~lent of 100,000 for the 
oarr;rins out of a relief program in Croatia, SloTakia, 
Ruman1a , Hungary 

1 
and Thareaienatadt, and such other 

relief actions aa might be reaeible. 

Upon receipt of the Department ' s telegram no . 279 
of January 27 the message contained therein waa trana­
m:i.tted in a latter troll tbe Jlinillter 1 dated Janua:ry 29, 
1944 , to Jlr. J(ax Huber, President of the International 
CoJIIJili ttea of the Red cross, Oene'f&. The meas~e contained 
in the Department •e telegram no. 437 of Pebru.ar;r 9, 1944, 
was transllitted to Kr. Huber in a letter dated Peoruar.Y 11, 
1944 , and a oopy of t 1ds message was, in aooordanoe with 
"tb.e Department •a 1lultnortona, tranami tted on the siiJIIe 
date to~. Sal7 X&yer , representative in Swi-t&erland of 
the .tmerioan Joint Distribution Oolllllittee. Copies of the 

1/ Leg• tion•s letter or Januar.Y 29, 1944 1 to Jlr , Huber and of the 
2,3/ Lego.~.tion•a letters of Jebru&IY 11, 19441 to tlr . Huber and 

to Kr, )(ayer are enclosed with this deal)atoh. Tba action 
taken ~ 1.11 reported to tne Department in the Lesation •a 
telesrama nos . 838 of PebrUArY 10, 1944, and 891 of 
Yebruar)' 13, 1944. the Legarton 'a talegr81lls nos 995 of 
l'ebruar)' 17, 1944

1 
and. 1028 of Jebruar;r 18, 1944, reported 

to the Department 1;ne International OoliiiDittee of t he Red 
Croas•a aoknowle~ent of the messages froa the War Refuaee 
Board and informed the Department that tna International 
Coaaittee of the Red Cross was preparing a report giving 
the in!or~~&•ion requested in the Department ' s te1egraa 
no. 279 o'! Januar.Y 27 and 1tatin6 now 1t propoaed ~o eap1o;r 
tne Swiss franc equi"Ya1ent of 100,000 -de availaDl.e b;r 
the Jo1n't DiBtribution Committee. 

4/ Enclosed With tala despatch 1• a let~er da~ad 
Jebruar.T 29 , 1344 addressed to toe Legation o~ Dr. Carl 
J . .t$urokbardt , .llemDer of tna International Co.ainee of 
'the Red Crose. 

The 

with 
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The letter from Dr. Burokbardt cons~itutee the 

repl7 ot tbe International Oollllllittee of ttw Red Orou 
t o the Department ' s telegrams nos. 279 of January 27 
and 4'7 of February 9, 194,. A eumma%7 of this letter 
1a be ina teleg1·aph8d to the Department. Dr. Burokbardt' s 
letter treats generally with the problems and poseib111t1ee 
of relief of Jewish refugees "and otner persecuted groupe 
in GerlDan-occu.pied areas Nl.o are den1.ed thll fao111tiu 
aYailable to the rest of the population" and proposes 
two definite relief programas a) for the expenditure 
of the Swiss franc equivalent of the 100,000 ma<ie 
available b7 the Joint Diatribut1.on Committee for ·the 
relief of Jewish re!ugeee in Trana~tr1a, Boaaarab1a, 
Thereaienetadt , Cracow , and different oampa in Rolland 
and Upper Sileeia; l>) for the relief of onildren war 
viotima in Serbia and Slovenia. Yor t he latter relief 
action funds have not yet been provided. Annexed to 
Dr. Burckhardt•• letter are detailed eolledules of the 
proposed expenditures . 

It is believed that the Department and the War 
Refugee Board will be particularly interested in the 
proposal -de by thB International Co111111ittee of the Red 
Cross in paragraph 3 eeot1on I of Dr. Burckhardt •s 
letter that to as large an extent as possible purchases 
of toed and clothing in enemy terri tory oe replaced by 
the assembly in Geneva of a depot of relief articles 
shipped from overseas . In an interview on Pebruary 17 
Dr. J. E. Sclufarzenberg, thB member ot the secretariat 
of the International Committee ot the Red orcas who was 
charged with the preparation of the reply to the War Re­
tusee Board • s inquiry, indicated tnat he was full.J aware 
of tne dangers implicit in the expenditure of foreign 
axohange in enemy territory and requested that the Lega­
tion !avorabl1 reco11Ull8nd to thB Da:pertment and the War 
Refugee Board the comparative advantages of shipping 
relief articles fro• overseas . In the Legation' s opinion, 
tile expenditure o~ f oreisn exchange in en•IQ' terri tory is 
l:ikely to rea~lt in unpnvantable abueea by the en8J111 
wnicn Jll&1 end~er tne relief program and wnioh will cer­
tainly handicap the proaec~tion of our economic warfare. 
Dr. Schwarcenoerg baa since renewed hie plea for the 
despatch of r elie! parcels from overseas . 

The Legation also cocmen~a to the particular atten­
tion of the Department and the War RefUgee Board eeotion 
II of Dr. Buroknardt 'e letter, wnich propose~ relief tor 
Jorwegiana, Dutcn, Poles , Belgians , Greeu, and Ozeoba 
who, incarcerated in Geraan concentration camps and prisons 
una.:r aevare lie~ aeoret police control, are endurin& 
priva"t"i •na. Dr. Sclufarzenberg baa inforud the Legation 
that, in hia opinion., the•• inO.i vidllal.a wru> are auffering 
!or tn.ir political beliefs or for raslat~c• to the eneay 

are 

nth 
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are amon& tboee o! the persecuted sr~upe 1n 1110st urgent 
n ed of aaaiataoae . He expressed his deep regret tnat 
up to toe present time the British b~ookade authorities 
uave refused to authorize relief !or these groups beoause 
"tl\e Ge:rt~~aDII will not reoognize theee illlprisoned persona 
a.s being prieonera of "ar and as euoh eubjeot to the 
Gene~ Convention. He requested that the Legation seoond 
t~ pl• of the Red Croes tnat these unfortunate people 
likewue be granted assiata.ooe by t he War Re!uaee Board. 

Reaps ot"full)' you=, 

Leland liazTiaon 
Amer1oan Minister. 

1. Legation I B le-tter Of JanU&rJ 29 to }lr. Bllber. 
2. Leg tion •s le-tter o:! Pebrusry 11 to llr. Huber. 
3. Legation•s letter of Yebruary 11 to Mr. S. ~er. 
4. Le;;ter dated l'eb:ru&I7 2.9 :!rom Dr. Burckhardt. 
~ "Qrlsi"DS"r vrn::r.-l 

814 . 2 

DJR/RCG/i.Jap 

( Or1
6

1nal and two copies i;o Depa.rtment) 

with .. 



En~lowure no. l to deapa~oh no. 7454 Karch 2, 1944, 
!roa American Legation, ~ern, on the aubjeot o! 

Proposed program or the International Committee 
o! tile Red Croaa for the Rella! of Jewisn Refugees •.• etc." 

Barn, January 29, 1944 

The Honorable 
lllax Bubar, 

President, International Committee 
of the Red Crose, 

Geneva. 

Sirs 

I have the honor to oonny to TOU the following 
l!lesa88e tor the International Collllllittee of the Red Croea 
transmitted by telegraph by the Department of State, Wash­
tnston, on behalf of the newly organized lar Refugee Board 
o'f tbe United States Governments 

"We are !ami~iar with the report (contained 
1n your cable 571, of Ootober 12, 1943, to your 
Washinston dele!ation) oonoerning possiole feeding 
programs 1n .Rwna.o1.a, Theresienstadt, Slovakia and 
Croat-ia, and the need of ru.nda theretor, and desire 
information as to the areas in which you could 
operate immediavely1 assuming that necessary tunde 
are made available to you to provide food and medi­
oinea to Jewa and o~er pereeouted 6TOUpa in Garaan 
occupied areas who are denied the facilitiee avail­
able to tna rest of the population. Please advise 
where food., modic1nn and at her auppliee oan be 
purob.I..sed and how muoh money 1s needed. le are pre­
pared to see that funds are made available at once 
for naoeaaary operations." 

In tranemittill& the foredoing meaaage to you, I deeire 
to add that I would, of course, be p» aeed to forward by 
telegraph &%0' reply wtU.oh the Committee may desire to make 
to t.ne lar Refugee Board 'e 1nq uir;r. 

Verr truly yours , 

Lela.Dd Harrison 
~rioa.o Mirii~ter. 

with .. 



Enclosure no. 2 to ttesp4~oh no. 7~)~ Maroh 2 , 19~4, 
from American Legation, Bern, on the subJeo~ of 
"Proposed pro&ram of the In~ernational Committee " 
of the Red Cross tor ~he Relief of J ewish Re~gees . · .eto 

Bern , Jebruary ll, 1944 . 

The Honorable 
Max Huber, 

President, International Oommit~ee 
of the Red Cross , 

Geneva . 

Sira 

I have the honor to re~er to the Legation ' s 
1e'tter of January 29 , 194~ , which traru~llli tted to you 
a message !rom the War Re~ee Board, and "to your 
reply of February 8. In tnia connection the Legation 
has been requested by the Department of State to tTansmit 
to the International Red Oroaa the following telegrapnio 
message troa the War Re"f'u&ee Board 1 

"Please rater to our recent oable in which 
information was requested relating to possible 
relief operatione on behalf of Jews and other 
peraeouted groupe . We have e~ined the proposal 
wnioh you made through ;your London delegation 1n 
December to the Intergovernmental Committee, 1n 
wllioh you req usa 'ted that there be p:la oed at your 
disposal the sum of 300 , 000 Swiss francs for 
carr;ying out t ha indicated relief program 1n 
Croatia, Slovakia , Rumania, Hungary, and Thereaien­
stadt and auoh other relief actions as may beoome 
feasible . The rands needed tor this project are 
being •ada available to you immediately by Joint 
Diatrioution Committee , which has been granted by 
the Treasury Department a license autborizins 
transmission to you of tile e~ivalent in Swiss 
trance of flOO , OOO !or this purpose. You are 
authorized under tne license to employ ~ !unda 
tor bUYins food and other supplies 1n Hungary, 
Rumania , and neutral countries and otherwise 
to carry out the relief activities wt.ich are 
mentioned above. Please keep the War Refugee 
Board tully advised of the action you take, 
and aLso indicate tc the Board wnat otner 
assistance is required 1n order to carry out 
this and aiJailar op.srationa ." 

In accordano w1 th instructions received f roa the 
Dapartmen,; of State , tile Legation Ifill be pla ued to 
offer JOU all possib~e cooperation in tn1a aatter. 

In 

with 



In vie" o"f tbe aaaoo1ation of tile Joint Diatr1'out1on 
OolllJa1 ttee '11'1 til tile aoti v1 ty outlined 1n the tel•sr- fro• 
tne war Re:tua .. Board, aa quoted above , I .. taking the 
liberty of eendin& a oapy o! tllia letter to ~- Be11 Mayer, 
repreeentat1va of t he Joint D1atr1but1on co .. ittee, 
T1ger'oors-tras se 26, St. ~len, 

'fery truJ.y youra, 
lor the 1&1nister 1 

Daniel J. Re86JIIl , 
Oo .. •roial Attaon6. 

-------------

'With 



In view of the aseooiation o! tne Joint Dietr~but1on 
OoPittee with toe aotivi.t;y outl.ined in the t eles:ru troll 
t.be Wl.r Ref~.~&•• BOard , ae ~uoted abov., I u tald.n3 the 
liberty of eendina a copy of tb~ letter to Mr. Sa1;y .. ;yer , 
repre .. ntatift ot the Joint Dietr~bu t1on OoliiiiLi ttee, 
~igerborsetra••• 26, St. JAllen. 

~•r1 truly youre , 
J or t he Min1eterr 

Daniel J . Ree.s&n , 
Oo..m•roial Attaoh6. 

------------

with .. 



En~1osure o.o. '} ~ lieap&tcll o.o. 7454 lb.roh 2, 1944, 
~All r1c:>Jl Le&D.t1::n, Bern, on ttle aubJeot o! 

........ posed pra&r- of 'tlla In~emat1onal OCMaittee 
of "ttwl Rail Croa• .tor the ~e:t ot Jelfiall P.ef\l&eu • . •. ..to• 

len, J'ebru&rJ 11, 1944 

11r. Sa1.T lla7•r, 
.lllertcaA Joi nt D1atr1bUt1on Co..aiUee, 

!!4oarboraatra.sse 26, 
St. Oallen. 

D4Jar Jlr. Jta.rar I 

I - eocloaiA; uarellfil:ll a oopJ of tne Le&..o.t1.0n'• 
lett er o! todal'l da~e to the Honorable a&1 Huber of 
the International Rad <.roas , ~..neva. 

In aocon.anoe nth 1lletruct1t.na rece1V'II4 t .roa the 
l:ie~nt of State, the X.&u.t1on wlll be pleased to 
arter JOU all poaelb1e oovptrat1on 1n tala matter. 

Terr truly Juura , 

Danial J . Reagan, 
Co=mero1al ~ttaob6 . 



Enoloaure no. 4 to despatch no. 7454, dated MarOA 2, 
1 14•. rrom the Ameri~ L15et1on, ~ern , on the aubJIOt 
ot "Proposed Prosr- o£ tne International Ooami~ll ot 
the Red Croas tor the Belie! of Jewish Refugees and 
other }Wrseouted sroupa 1D Enemy Territor7." 

soUROl!:a International co-it~•• 
ot the Rod Oreal, Geneva. 

t;OillTB IJ!EitJATI RAL DE L1 OROU.-ROIJGE 
J.&ence C1na-al• del Priaonnierl de Guerre 

Genive, Pebruar,y 29th, 1944. 
Palaie du Oonaeil-Glntral. 

0 .59/2 
J]';S ,IMBA/HL 

Dear Sirs, 

(k;l!lfj a e p+ ' ll. 

~olloWin& upon our letter of Pebru&rY 17th, 1944, 
to B. :&. the American )(1Dieter in Bern, we venture 11o 
suomit tor your conaideravton the following ~ioularl 
concern1.n8 rellet action 1n reg:ard ~ wbioll the support 
of tna War Ret\lsee :Boari of the United State• would be 

hi&bl7 desirable . 

The War Refugee ]oari, in aooapting: a augg:eetion 
ude by ue to tile Intargovernmental OoUIIllittee for Re.tugeee 
1n london laet autumn, waa e;ood enoll6h to notify u.s tll&t 
the equivalent in Swiss trance of 100. 000 doll&ra would be 
av81lable tree from reetriotions ae to geog:raphioal areaa, 
tor use 1D Bul1gary, Rwii&D1a and neutral countries , and that 
the licence ha4 been iasusd under the name ot the •Joint 
D1atriout1on Ooami~••" · 

Tne International Committ ee ha~e Just oeen credit.d 
w1 tb till 1 Ull of 429.000 Swia tranoa through the Swi.aa 
Rational Bank, on behalf of the •Joint", and"' asauae 
that it "'Ul be •1Jlly a mat;.er tor Jlr. Sal;r Jla1er to 
di.acuaa witll ua part:i.oul.&ra tor 11he utl.liaation ot tll1a 
aum. We t•el, howevar , that 1 t may be usetul to send 
you birewi til a ac.bame w.rl.oh hal bean dr&Jm up by the 
"Joint Raliet Cojailaion of the International Red Oroae 
(CommiSsion MiXte)". SubJect to an agraeDant bein6 
rea~ed with th• "Join~ Distribution Coamittea", thia 
aoliema would provide for toe utiliza~ion of a aum of 
429 , 000 Swl.aa nanos tor tile oanefit ~ grou.pa or Jewa 
wnoa •• cona1der to be in 5reat need. Tnia aohlma a1al 
at apeecl;r aotion, w i :tnout ao~~a1ting 'tbe p1.1Tti.a8 into effeot 
of any projeots w1ioh a1g0t be evol~d aubae~an~lf. 

To tha Legation of true United States 
o! Jular1oa, 

BE R J 

'With .. 
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We have "th:ru..,b.t i:t adrtaailla "to apply oartaill :rulea 
ill drawill6 up "th.1A prosr- . 

1. Relie! !or Jews. 

1 . The paoullar position of Jewa ill "the Uia 
countriea ia not a CT78talliaad one, and tna poasibili"tiaa 
of extandill~ relief to thea ~toich exist at any &iven moment 
may .uddanly diaappear. I"t ia therefore naoeasary to 
proceed by teat caaea in the absence o.! any ba1ia which 1a 
!!rmly eat bU.ahJd bf international law. We have been 
able more than once, by means o.! testa, to open up !rash 
ohannele for the diatribution o.! relief, the !aoil1tiea 
offered "to ua oein& ..,,ry Tariabla and differing !rom on• 
area "to another. We abculd therefore 'lf8r'J' UIUOh appreciate 
if a certain proportion of the eUIILB woiob are placed at our 
diapoaal ~tas to be sat aside !or test oonaignmants the 
despatch of wlliob. would be at"tampted throush llitberto un­
tried ohannela. Whereas we are able to state almost With­
certainty that relle.! oonaignmonta to RwDania, to Theresien­
atadt and to the "Jud!aohe UntaratUtzungsstella• in Cracow 
will reach the bena.!ioiariea, we cannot vouch in the aame 
way for the delivery of relief to, eay, the Jewa in the 
camp at Westerbork (Jietherlande), ill the oampa in :rrance 
and in certain oampa 1n Upper Sileaia, where we should like 
to make the teat . 

2 . Being appriaed o:! the vie"a o! the blockade 
authorities as rebards transfer of currenoy to Axis countries, 
we anall endeavour to reduce to the lowest possi ble minimum 
any purohaaea "nioh may have to be made in Hungary and 
Rumania, and to prooure goode a.~ f ar aa possible 1n the 
neutral countries of Europe (pharmaceutical produota and 
soaa foodstuffs , wa!oh have ho"evar become Tery rare!ied) . 
In tnia co!Uiecti:m, '" snould like to kno" if we could 
co~n"t on additional funda if they were to be used exoluaive­
ly 1n Switzerland, Portugal, Sweden and possibly Turkey . 

} . In order, however, to limit as far as possible 
the purcnaaea waich would be made 1n Hungary and Rumania, 
we wonder if tne War Refugee Board "ould consider shipping 
troa overseas relief' ill kind which we propoae to atoolc 1n 
GeneT&, and upon wnich we would draw according as aup~liee 
were required. 'filia 11ethod "ould have the adTantage of 
enabling ua to seize a~ tnay occur certain opportuni"tiea 
o! dea~tohillS relief &Ul•pllea, "i thou t havin., to send out 
trash appeal• on each occasion. The atook hi h would tbua 
be built up in Bwitaerland could remain under the control 
of tna War Refuaee Board wilioh, 1hroue;h th.eir reprsaentatin 
at tn. Aaerioan La&ation in ~ern, would authorize ua to 
draw upon these reaerYe& to the extent of the uounta pro­
poeed 1n the aobemea and projeota w:doh would be aubaitted 

by ua. 
The articles which are moat urgently required aret 

a) 

wit h 
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a) war~~ olotllin& and underwear. O""'a.in trOUP• o~ 

Jewa in ~n1atr1a, ~or instance , wnoa our delegate naa 
been able to vi.ait, are practically ooapletely deprived o~ 
olo'tl:liJlii . 

b) boot• (larl• aizee ~or aen) . 

It would meet one of the aoat urseut needa i~, as the 
War Refugee Board proposes to do, we had aenral tbouaand 
parcela ayail&ble, containing each an aesortaent of olothinl, 
underWear and poaaibl;r a pair of .-trons boot• (paroela ~~~&de 
up aeparatelY aocordinl as tba1 are intended ~or aan, woaen 

or ohlldran (not Want•)). 

4. ~ aame syatem o~ warehoueinc; could uae:t'U.ll;r be 
applied tor ~ood parceU , perhaps aevaral tene of thouaand.a 
~ the .. of a JD&Ximua waiaht o~ 2 kg . 1/2. Tile diatriou­
tion o~ relie~ to Theresien.stadt ia most easilY carried out 
in thll term of standard llaroela . These should contain 
only articles wnich ftill keep some tiae (canned goode, sugar, 
oondeneed mi.lk, o-ra1t1Ae , • to . ) . These parcels could be 
sent alec to tba cups in Upper Silesi.a (tl tll1.a ia round to 
be possible), Croatia , the Ietherlands and l'ranoe . U, on 
the other hand, the War Refugee Board , do not aee their way to 
anterta1n1n& oux proposal that clotoi.Jlg a:o4 food parcels be 
aent to us ~rom oveneas, we should be oompella d to ll&k• them 
up ounelves, tmich would unavoidably entail the puxohaeins 
of certain foodatuf'!l in Hungar1 and Rumani.•, and thia would 
aean transfer of sn.a francs to Axia countries. 

Should the question of tonnage be an obatao:le 1.n the 
way of the War Re~ee Board aooeptins our proposal to place 
~ood. parcels •t our disposal , we abould be willill.t. to have 
tile so oon.signlllellt a oonve1ed , aga1nat reimburaeaent of tha 
tte1t,.nt oharges . and in ao far •• the arut•l• toDD&g• 
would permit, b7 the ab:ips "iliob are at pruent pl.Jins under 
the aisn of the International Oo11111iltee of iibe Bed oro••, 
and wo.ich o&rr1 auppll.ea for the allied prisoners of war bet-
ftean tb.a United States, Oanada and LiB bon , on tM one hand, 
and Lisbon- -.raeille• (Geneva) , on the other . 

5. A.a a seneral rule , we abo\114 ll.ke to au .. a 
tnat in tniB utter of relief tor Jews, we prooaed Yery 
duoreetly , and that "ll'e endeavour to aw14 any :fora of 
publicity u tar u our own work 1.11 oonoerned. '!ha 

reaaona tor thia are 
a) tne !act ~hat tn~~ onrioua Je!dan aaaoo1.atio ne, 

for certain reasons, prefer to act 1.l14ependentl:J the one 
rroa toe otbar, and it wo~ld •••~ tapoaaible to auccae4 1.n 
oentralizin& the Yarioua relief undertakin&• wn1oh are 
orpnisad b7 each o! theae p:-oupa . It ia tnaraton not 1.n 
tna in·ureat o! tba aiJI 1.n view to reveal to one Jawi.ah 
or&ani :ul'd.un 'llbat is doni b7 another . 

b) 

ritb 
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ll) Jelttar 1a i "t in tta inter .. t of tile J••• wnom 
•• w1oh to rescue froa a ar1tioal o1tuatioa to traw too auoh 
a1;tent1on to the propooed rolief aot1an. lD Y1ew of oer"tain ~ 

ten4ono1eo, it io to be teared tbat authorisation• wbiob al- -1 
roodr exiot aight be w1tn4roWD and new dittioultieo roioed 1t 
tbio plan to oavo oor"tain aroupo of Je~ ware exploited for 
prop~anda purpoaoa . 

II. Relief for ooncontration oaapo in O.r.anz. 
Thio 4 .. 1re to aYOid u tar u poooiblo attraot1QS 

aUonUon to our aobuat !l.u led \Ia lio propo .. relit! work for 
oortain groupo of o1Yil war Yiotta., 1rreopeotive of race and 
roli!ion. Tho War .RrlUa•• lloard willfiiil7agr .. 4 to thio 
prln ple, and n are therefore venturi~:~~ to montioa oertain 
groupe who, •• feel , ere deoer~ o! uaiatanoo bJ ~. War 
lleha•• Board 1D like aanner to tho JeQ. 

fhooe groups include national• of allied countrieo 
(BeJ.&iano, Duton, Jo:rwegiano , Polo a , Groelu, Oaeoho, eto.) 
who baTe b .. n deported and are detG.ned 1n tho prbono arid 
concentration campo in Gera&nJ , 

Political prioon.oro are detained in Geraaa:r 1n 
concentration campo "hich are u.ndor the control of tile oecret 
polio•. The r641111e 1a aore oevoro than 1n the prilloner C1! 
war &D4 o1 vil illte.I"'Illlent o-p•, and all tho inforwat i llD we 
reoeivo corroborate• that tn. foo4 in tneoe oaapo 1a 1n <!.equate. 
Tn o 1Dtornat1onal Collllllit"toe therefore, 1n reoponae to tho 
ursont appoalo whiah tne:r reoeivod troa theoe politio~ pr1aon­
era and froiD. thair naxt-ot-kin, applied on aanr ocoa.iono to 
the allied autharitiee and Red Crooa Sooietiee, '11'1 th the 
object of obtainin& ;oraioaion to rotorward food paroolo to 
thoeo concentration oaapo, aa io dono for allied pr1oonore of 
war and o 1 v111an i.Dtornoeo 1n ;el:'a&llJ . !'o their great regret, 
tha blockacle autnori tie a f1ral7 rotu.eed to anthori &e the .. 
oonol.Cnaeato, inoininc, u an .... atial condition , tor ouob 
an authc.:-i&&tion that thea• 4ot&J.ne .. ahould be uoimila ttd 
'll'ith priaonero of war, 1. • . ~t tile o"tipula tiona of tho 
tenon Convontion anoulcl be applied to tnoa. Suob a 
aouure depend a, bowtvor, upon ~· Gox.&D autnori:tioo, wbiah 
rofuoe to allow thia aoe1Jaila1:1on . tile IDternaUonal Ooa­
ahtee ro&r•t tnat 1:ha blook&de au1:11Dr1.'Wioo should ban laid 
down 1h1s ooni1t1on Aioh ..-.. relief entinl7 dependent 
upon a doo1a1on to be taAOn br tno detaintns autboritiea 
and prevent• tba detainees troa rooeivins what are Yer;r 
noOOOI&r7 !004 OUpplies, 

OTii.dai.ng tb.at the bloouclo authorUioo are not op-
po .. il on j)r1no1ple to tbio oate or:r or peolll.iarl7 at!l1ote4 
war v1ot1zo reoeivin~ aasistanoe, but that ~er are conoerned 
ch1e!l7~itb prenntifti the detaining oountr;r rroa 4sriY1D& 
an:r bta.!it .troa teo !oodotldta, '\llo 1Dternat1onal Comaitt .. 
han en4eavourt4 to discover so .. ••ana or suarant••illl the 
aate 41..atr1but10JI of relief 1n ~·• oaapa, At tho ••• tiu, 
the7 han aousht to prorldo the oloo.llaclo authoriti" "Uh 

~. _ ...... -·· --
with .. 
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JUaraAteea which would b e equivalent (if not auper1or) to the 

aeana of control wnioh are prortde4 for Un4er tbl C0DTellt1ona 

of O.neTe, the la~er betnj untortunatel7 inap~lioabla 1n the 

preaent 1n8tanoe. 

Tblae guara.ate .. are the folio" ina 1 tbanita to 

certain aa&l.l twu wai.cb have been received 1n Switaerland, 

we have been able to aend ao.a paroela to the principal concen­

tration oampa in Gera&Qf aDd even to certain caapa and priaona 

1n the occupied countriea, uki.nj that aolmowlactpenta be re­

turned to ua paraonally by the benefioiariet. In oer1a1n 

o .. pe (Oranienburs and RaventbrUok), our delesatea have been 

able to aaoertain on tbt spot tnat tht pArcels were actually 

delivered, and tnat tnere waa no reaaon to fear ~y 0&4 been 

aieappropriated . Ia are thua able at pretent to aend paroela 

to lorwes1an (alae to the atudenta fro• Oalo), Dutch, Pol1ah, 

Beltfan, Greek, O&eoh and other deportees 1n Daonau, Buchen­

wald, Sachaenhauaen- Oranienburs, Y...,y,.nabrUolc, and in certain 

other caapa, but for laok oL fundi and paroela, "' are not 1n 

a poa1tion to develop thia relief action on ~e eoale which 

would be neoeaaary1 at preaent it 1a at1ll 1n the atase of a 

test proceaa undertall:en to furniah the blockade au thori t'iee 

wi til enaence that the aoheae ia fauibla, and that tully 

adetuate suaranta .. could be aupplied and wn.1.ch we abould be 

rea~ to eubait for the att.ntion of the repreaantativ. of the 

Alllerioan Lasetion, ebould the latter be intareated in the .. 

Terioua t eat oaaea • 

.Uthoup the detainin& authorities decline to 

aupply the International Collmittee with the nDI .. of political 

pr1aonera and evan with inforaation on the atreno-the of tba 

c .. pa, thie acti)D haa had a notewortny reault. The parcela 

which we have nevertb.el .. a been able to deliTer to certain 

detain••• nave aa a aatter of faot acted aa a anowball, and the 

naxt-o!-ld..ll, in tile home oountri .. of the deporteea, having 

4oubtleea been no ti!:iad by la ttera h'oa the o• pi , art no" ad­

Ti•ins ua apontaneo~aly of the naaea and addr••••• of the 

deporteea. T.bua we poe•••• the n-•• - and ,. would aak yo 

to t raat t.aia aa atrtotly ooldidential - of nearly all the 

Jorwesiana, Dutch an4 a large nuaber of Pole • who are poli tioal 

friaonera 1n tbi concentration oa.ps. COna1JD4eata oould 

thuefore be or«eaiu4 ayahaatioally and we would ana be 1n 

a poei tioa 1:o raoe1 n aOJmollled&Jaenta Zroa the priaonera' 

repreeentatiTea - almilarly to tbe procedure app11ad 1n 

priaoner of war o .. pa - for any oolleotive conai&nmenta wb1oh 

atgb't be deep tohed. 

Till preaan't problea would be to aend food auppliea 

by aean.e of atandar4 paroela to aeveral tno~aand political 

priaonere ( spprox1aatel7 1450 Jorweaiana, a tbou.ID4 Dutoh 

aen and wo eD, or thareabouta, and aa a&Q7 !oliah aen and women ) 

Wa do not know tba atre~ha of tha other n&tional1tiea, but 

~••1 convinced that we f'Oald hAve their naaea ooa=unicate4 

to Lll 1! we ware able & l.&at to \Uidert&lee tb:ia relief action. 

We an profitill8 by 'Gile oppor'twtity atfordd -.a 

rb7 the w r RdU&•• Board, t:tl.allb to tlllir aaneroua aupport, 

of drPi.OO their attention onoa mort to 1:1111 ver7 urtent 

problea, an4 of wu..l.J' raoolllllendin tnat they oontriilqte to 

.. 
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auppl.rins a parl:ioularlJ duervin& and .. vwrelJ atrio.lten 
category o~ war-Yiottm. with relief ~hiob mi&ht be inetruaental 
in eaYing the 11 vee of' ll&lQ' ot thea. 

Serbia 
III . 

Proa aooural:e information reoei~ed !rom Belgrade 
we boar l:hal: there are at preaent in Bel&rade and aeveral other 
Serbian l:OWDB more tban 80 . 000 obildren who na~e eaeaped froa 
the areaa wnioh used to be incl~ded tormerl7 in Y~oelaYia , 
and whioh are no" attached to croatia. These retua .. children 
are in a partioularl.r ori tio .. l oondi t1on1 tne;r are under-
n. urlshed and require clothing. Their health condition 1a 
piti!ul. It would be neoeaaary to organize eaergency relief 
action for their benefit. 

Tne same may be said of children in Slo~enia 
(the northern aeotion of Yugoalavia). This area was f1.rat 
annexed by Italy Wbioll undertook to supply it. The 
aituation which wee already aerious has become worae ainos 
tne ennts in Italy in the summer of 1943. llore than 
100. 000 children are aufferin6 from malnutrition , Produou 
eucll ae milk, 8\l&&r, chocolate, ovaltine and other 
stren&thenin& foods are entirely laokina . Here too relief 
consil;nments are urgently required . le enclose a distribu­
tion plan in oaae it should prove useful. 

* • • 
The International Oo•it"tee of the Rec1 oroa • and 

tne Joint Relief Commission (Coamiasion l(ixte) undertake to 
applT in any future action - aa in tne past - aeuure of 
control as strict ae possible, and to prevent any alaappro­
priarton of relief oonsiglll:ll nts. le shall proceed to oUTY 
out relief only when "e nave gained the conviction as far as 
possible tlat 1ihe <ietainitlS authoritiea will not deriw &.llJ' 
direct benefit from the relief supplies . le auall aubait 
to tne lar Refugee aoard - 1! poaaibla throU&h their r epresen­
tative at tb. ._erioan Legation in Bern - all the evidence 
which we oi.lll gatner vouonitlg tor the s• arrival of relief 
supplies, and reports on tneir diatr1bution, in all casea 
where our delegatee hav. bean able to be present. Thus the 
lar Refugee Board will oe in a poaition to jud~e whether it 
ia poaaibla to oarr.r out • apeoifio undertaking or not. 

Purtuar '" do not tuinlt tnat risid regulations 
!or control are exped.1an1i ; "' hlvw already ••ntioned the 
exaapla (et . poin1i II) of political pr1aonera 1n German 
concentration ca~~ps to whoa tne blockade authorit1ea do not 
consider it p~ra1aa1ble to send relief pare la so Ions as 
the;r are not aeaiai1ated with priaonna of war. The 
criterion to e aelact ed for control should, in our opinion, 
be ae flexible as the relief action itself; one principle 
auat howeTWr be atr1otly appl1eo, i.e. that reltjf cua"t 

benef1 t 

th .. 
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bene!i~ only ~nose tor ~oa it 1e intended. 

le are at the eatlre 41epoeal of tne far Retusee 
Board ~o eu~ply ~hea Witb any &Gd1tion&l 1ntormat1on 
tney .-y dea.re to reoe1ve. 

Yo~• truly, 

(aigned) Carl J. ~~~~t 
•.moer of 'be International Oomm1ttee 

ot the Red Cross. 



"• aug eat -.,po:zo t1onill8 the equ1 nlen t ot tlUe 
donation ot: 100. 000 dollar• repre1enting a 1u. 
ot , . . . . ........ sw.tr.423.000-

and 

The 
thl lUll of 
to oe plaoed at 4te disposal u follows1 

1/. A eum of . • .• .• sw.:rr.loo.ooo. 

2/. 

J/. 

4/. 

tor Jewien deportee• 
and Besearaoia . 

" 

1/. Relief work tor ~~~•b de~ortees in Transnistria 
---------~~-!!~~!!!~!!_: ______________________ _ 
------------------------------------------------

40.000. 

Rumania oeins heraelt in a position to eupply 
all tne retUiei~e foodetutfe aa well as o1~~~na. to~t-
wear exoep~d. we consider it would \e a mietake to 
proceed to ~7 !ootatutfe in Switzerland wi~ tbe ob.eot 
of torwardill& t.L.•• to il1ese deportee•. U.perience has 
proved tnat Mr. ~olb, 4ele~te of tne international 
co-itt•• o! tba Rea Cro .. ln Ruaailia, 11 able to prooure 
clothins on favourable terma. le ltnOW that toe Jewish 
deportees nave no cl.othin& and "e therefore e~est tnat 
the Treaeur1 ot the Intern&tional Commi~•• ~r ~he Red 
Cross place lobe sum earmarked tor the relief tor these 
,Pei110nJI a't the d.iepoeal of their deleaete ill RUlllan1a, 
re~uestinS the ia•t•r to De ~o~ enouah to make tne purohanes 
and diatri'bute th• olothil2& Q.nder nil own control &nd 
that of the Rumanian Red C.rOIII Which hall ttle DICISI&r7 

ortan1zet1ona nt ita 41apoaal. 
~ount to be apeot abroad •..•.•...• sw.Pr.199 . 000 

"'• '-""UIII .., •• _._.,.,, -· 

with 



... 

- ~ -
2/. ~~~~~~=~~;~=;~i:~~~!:g:~~g~;!~~~:i~:~g~~~~~~~~~~~; 

sw.Pr. 119.JOO.-

I. 

with 'broth 
!or aoups. 

Tliia paroel wou1d oos'\, 1ncl ue1V11 of 
share of t ne admini strat i ve expenses o! the 
Joint co .. issi on and pso~ng • . • • S~w~. r~r~.~~~-

To be spent 
:ro be spent 

b). Con~J.6n.me.nt o! awut 5500 paroela 
cuntainin& !oodatu!!s wnich do not 
require preparation, composed of: 

a hare 
Jo:tnt 

500 gr. plum jam 
500 gr. b1souits 

2 tina f. oannad me11t, 1 . e . 
1 or 250 gr . obio~en paste 
1 o~ 250 gr. venieon paste 
1 k.g s~ar. 

To be 
To 

Pronao ror ooata _pur(;h.aai.llg, 
oonve7anoe, i nauraoc e , to be 
apen~ 1D 5w1tztrl~4 

To" l 
sw . l'r.. __ .;.6 ;..::. 0;.:;8~5.:..· 

• ll§.o60. 
----------------------------------------------

'it 'lt,..-UUie ..... _ .. ,,.,.,. .. , -· 

'dt h 
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xr t.lle t irat proposal ia adopted' 
expcn4i~~r• woul~ therefore 

II. Parcels eonta1n1n5 partly Swiss produote 
and partly p:roduota o:r Hu.D&arian and Slovak o:r161n. 
fhe scheme would 1.nolude about 9':l00 paroele Which 
!roUld oost Sw. ft. 12,80 per parcel, paclting and 
share o:r admdn1etrat1ve charges or tne Joint 
Coaaias~on inclusive, tne contente beingr 

1 oan sweetened condensed ailk 
1 oan unsweeten~ conoensed milk 
1 carton cheese 
1 oan roast veal hash 
l oan medill.lll green pea.a 
l ko sugar 
l leg macliXOrii or tn.~ck like 

Sw.tr. 85,050.-
ft JO.l50.-

ll5.200-

3.8 1(). 

b in the firlt illltMCe 1 this IICOM prop.:. .. l 
ie au'bjeot ttrstly to agreement by t.lla ~· ••rtonal 
Rani: as regards au.nguian and SloT ale produo'ts, and 
eseondlt to lie e1po~ 11oenot tor Swies products 
which baa to be is1ued by tns appropriate autnori,ies. 
l!l'Mse prod.uots oa~~ld, it neoessary, be forwarded t:roa 

ne port-trano ot eneva Cornavin wnere tney could 'be 
packed 1nto parcels wnicb woula be groapsd in cra~es, 
twan'tyfive paa~e• in each orate, &nd sen~ in tne for. 
of a oolleot1Ye oonsi~nt withoqt any p•raonal addrses. 

3/ 

with 
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Sw. !l'r .100. 000 . -

.\ooordina to 1.n£or.."\1<)n wa.icn Mil naolad ua , the 
reapo.na1bll i<erMn a\I'Ctlot:i tie a hs•e once aore au thoriaed 
cona1g~•n'• o~ ~barmaoeutioal produota ~o Cracow . We 
could tberetore aend tbeae persona vitaminized milk LAC1ISSA, 
"mob 1• recoe;tti aed u atnngtheni.ns food. 

Tna allll o~ s". l'r . 100. JOO.- earmarud 
tor t he purpose of the abo~ work wobld 
permit ot aendin8 about 12.000 q o:r 
LACTISSA at 
sw.Pr. 7,75 pt1r ks = Sw. tr. 9,. :00. -
Proviso !or ahara o! a~ iniatrativa 
expenaea , 1nsuranoe , freight .Sw.lr. 7.nor. • 

Slf.Pi' .160. 000. -

4/. ~aerYe Stoolt to bo built up tor the oampa in the 

~~~~~~;~g~~=~~=gg~~~=~;~~~~==================== 
sw.Pr. 40.000 . -

~ regard• poaeible conai~ents o! paroela t or 
tl:le various d-eportee oaapa in the :letherlaoda and in 
Upper S1les1a, i.e . a aum ot Sw.!r.20. QO,- tor the 
Netherlands , anJ. an equal amount tor Upper S1les1.a, we 
propou to a end aYUld!lrd toad paroela ot Bl1Il8ar1An 
orlsin , via . paroela ot !ood not requirins preparation, 
at Sw.!r.n.B9 the parcel , inollldin& paclcina and ahara 
ot tne Relief Colllllliaailln' s charges , wnich "ould pemit 
ot ~o abip•enta at 1,,0 R&roela each, tbat ia a total 
ot 2700 parcels , r epreaentin6 a aum of Sw.!r.40.000.­
o! w.iob would be spent in Switz~land Sw.!r. 8.100.-

and Abroad tt 2~. 40:5 
Total " 3 ,563. 

Proviao tor coat, purenaaiog , con­
veyance, insur "\Ce . • . . • . 

~!~~~~;~~~=~g~=~~~=~~!~~~~~~~g=~~=~~~ 
let Propoul t 

to ~e apent in s~~aerland 
1/. Beasarabia aud TraLaniatria 
21 • Tneresienatadt 
}/. Oraoow 
4/. Wetnerlaoda and Upper Sileaia 

H.585. -
lOO.OOO . ­
l0.597 .-Sw.Pr.l45.162. -

fo. 

with 



11. 
2/. 
3/. 
4/. 

l:.eaaarabia and 
!l!ranan1atr1a .. 
'flured•~tadt 

s".Pr.213.818.­

s".fi'-3$9.000.-
================ 

85 .050 .-
100.000.-

l i). 597. -

With 



(Seal of ~ne Coaat.s~on MiXte Secoure Oroix-
Ro~ge In~ernattonale, Gen.v&) 

GeneYa, 28th Pebruary 1~~4. 

Iota 
to the atten~1on o'f tne erne. 

Propoaitions on the ~uroh&ae o'f Medical 
a~pJllea rid aurr,ioal dreaeii8a for relief action 

1~ favour or J~eh refu&••• 
( 100 ' OOCT. - :rrom War Ratugua !Soard) • 

A. GF.nRALITIT.S. 

A sum of Pr. 70 1000.-- ~ould be ~o esar,r tor the 
purchase o! madinal ·~~liea and eurstoal 4reestnga. Theee 
purobaaing propoa~t1ona have been eatabliehed on tbe baeia 
of rel1.ef coneipUDens ~ch "e send on aooou.n-t of otaer 
donore1 this protz"8lllllle rt.aJ 'oe subject to mod1.f1.c.at1on due 
'to oondi t:ione ot purchase. 

the f ollowing item•• 

Swiss pharcaoeutioal productes 

Pnarmace~tic~ epeo1alit1aa and priauote manu­
factured 1n Switzerland , according to -the enclosed 
list (Aseo~ent A, annex 1), or properly 
men tiona d; 

Pharmaceutical ape~al1t1ee and products of foreign 
ari~in , according to the enolo884 lis-t ( A.se ortmeat 
B, annex 2), or ~roperly mentioned (!rom Depot 
Sa~~i'taire) 1 

S;rnthetio aauze and cotton , manutac't'..tred. i,.n 
Switzerland and whiob can oe e:a:porte4. 

11 . PROPJSI'l'IOIS 

l. Por Re!u5•es 
Swiee pnarmaoeutioal produotes 

Swtee paarmaoa~tioal productes 
50'000 PolyYit&min tableta 

50•000 11taqu1n table • 
''000 Oleo- 1 ampbule~ 

16 1000 Pnrt1n tableta 

It 

• 
800.-

''JJO.--

Pore1~ pharmaceutioal produot.s 
60 1000 unite ln8Ul1D 

Synthetic Surgicrl tre•a1~e: 

1'otals Jr. 12 1000. --

with .. 



- 14 -

a. 

Bolland and 

h . 7 '700 .--

6•goo. --. 
2 1000 . --

3 1100 . -

2 1000 .--

h . 26•000 . --

J'r. 12 11)00 . - -

Pr. 63•000 .--

61700. --

with .. 



1 kl uor. 
40 s 100 tabl. 
20 ""X 100 ~,.,b1 . 

' X 25 u,p . 
6~ 25&;;~p. 

~ x 250 taol . 
6 x 25 amp. 

100 x 125 'Ubl. 
10 x 25 tabl . 

100 X 100 gr , 
2000 tabl. 

20 X 50 ~bl . 
500 up. 

1000 tabl . 
2000 tabl. 
1000 tabl. 
JOOO tabl . 

15 x 150 taol . 
20 X 500 &l'• 
20 x 10 up . 
20 x 200 tabl. 
25 X 10 CCII 
4 X 100 CCII 

JO x 1/2 tuba 
5 x 250 tab1 . 
6 x 250 t.abl. 
6 x 50 up. 
6 x 50 amp. 
5 1 100 tabl. 
J x 50 eap. 

10 x 25v ~ bl . 
20 X 20 -} · 

150 !1. 
4 .x 250 tab1. 
S x 1000 ta'bl. 
2 x 250 tab1, 

!.0 x 10 &r. 
20 n. 
20 !l. 

100 !l. 
20 ~an 

2 ~an 
10 X 500 P' 

1 q 
2 It& 

10 X 250 t&bl . 
10 T. 50 up. 
50 tub. 

250 &%' 
500 gr 

5 q 
1 k& 
1 ka 

- 1'5 · -

Radoxoo-!orta (Vitaain C) 
l'erro-Redoxon 
Thiooo1 
Laroaan 
S~molytic (Atropin-Papaverin) 
1'1.1tro&l1oer1n :> ,0005 
Oo!!ein . na~r. eal1cy1io . 0 , 2 
Co!!ein. natr. ealicylio. 0 , 25 
I tr. sal10Y11o . 0 , 5 
Jap~tol. ben£Qic. 0 , 25 
Codeia. phospborlc . 0,02 
Caleium Saniioa 
Ca1c1UJD Sandoz areAula tad 
Calciua Sand.oa 1~ 5 co 
Dit;ilan.id 
Di!ilanid liquida 
Digilanid 1iquide 
Bau• Panthesin 
J'elaain 
Ipadrin 
8trophosid 1 cca 
Strophoaid 0,5 cca 
G;rner,;en 
Ciynersen 0 , 5 ooa 
En taro-Vio!ora 
Ccraain 1,7 CCII 
Coramin liquid 15 cc11 
Cital&in 
CibUol 
Otbaa:ol 
o.:ibaavl powi!.-.r 
Karfen "solution aquauae" 
lllartan "teintw:a color6• 
~rfen "aolut1on naaale" 10 oca 
••rt•n oin't;aant 500 sr 
Xarfan ophtnat.io ointment 
:t.eaoaan 
i1aauth. aub6al11o . 
J~auth. aubniuto. 
Irsefen 
Jrse!en 
Iraaaid naeal olnt.aot 
Co!fdn. pur. 
~iua chlorilnlll 
JIJ6lln .sulturic. 
llanaoatin 

Yaaolimentua 11qu1oaa 

4, l,..oun ~·· ..,..._,. • . -· 

4000 

with .. 



4000 
1000 
500 
1000 
1000 
2000 
2Ji'l 
10/1 

1 

2 
5 

tab1 
'tabl. 
~ab1 . 
tabl. 
11ab1. 

• · \,.our• '-'•• \1&.~ ......... -~ 

with 
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I~SIOI flmE DE SECOIJRS 

1944· 

tea envo~a aera1ent adreaa6a AU d616gu6 du ~ . r.c .~ . 
1 Jlelgrada, pour 41.atr1but1on, aoua aon contrOl• et 
oelui da 1a Croix-Rou&• aaroe, au~ dita eu!ants . 

Joua propoaona dono 1 1 anvo1 de produita auiaaea, 
~que1a aoua pourrioaa a3outer du auore alov.~u• at 
dea pi tea hofl&l"01aes , pour una som.~e det l'ra. a. 2001 OO'l. --, 
1 r6~1r par .oit16 pour chacune dea deux aoticna 
env1a'S6ea, aoitt 

1) 1 destination de l.a 
entanta de rifusib 

'vO c LB••• de la~t con~an.6 suor6 '00 • • " n/sucr6 
101000 K&•· de sucre 

5 1000 " pltea 
10 1 000 bolt .. de troma&• 

5 1 0:>0 lea•. de :tarine pour po~as•• 
2 1000 • de aaraelade de po~•• 

Provision po~ ~raia d•aaauranoaa, da 
tTana1ta1raa et participation A nos 
:traia diad iniatration 

4, l..OU,. u•-.. u••"'"""•• - -

IIUX 

Jra. 18 1600.--
• 15 145J.--
• 11 1500.--
• 11 •ooo. --
• 17 1 5~0.--

" 111500.--
" 6 1000.--
• 9115;,v.--

" 8 1 45J.--

Pra.1CO 1000.--
•=:.-:=====:=== 

2) 

nth 



, 

- l!J -

---------------------------
Coamiaaion Kix~• de Secoura de 
la Croix- Rou10e 1our.aat1 o.aale: 

Vivrta e~ va~eme.ata. 

'll'itb 
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tntva, 28'\A Pebruar.r 1944 

lote 
to 1be at t ent ion ot •~ 

~poa1t1on oa tne puroh~• ot a0d1oa1 
aupplieo ud eurg1cal d r e .. inga ~or relief ect1 na 

in tavour ot retus•• cbdldren 1n Serbia 
and S1oYen1an cll11dren. 

1. Per cbildren 1n Slovenia. 

Caloiua Sando& 
PQ,ytin- table ta 
'!'erro-Bedoxon 
Po1¥vitamtn t ablet. 
D1phtberia ~!toxin 
Larosan 

Pr. • 
" • 
" • 
• Jeo~1d die1nteotaot 

S1Jlthetic Sur&io ~ d.reuinga -"--.:...;;..;;...;.,._ 

1'ot al1 

l . Por R•fU§•• onildrea in derbia. 

S~ea pharmaoeutlCal prOd~ClS : 

C lciua Sandoa tablete 
.Pb.rtin- taoleta 
Per.ro - eclozon ta l eta 
PolTYit&Qin t ~lets 
YitBq~in iableta 
Di~tbaria Antitoxin 
eooi~ disin!ectant 

Laroaan 
Syntheti c •~rlioal dX~us~e1 

"r. l•eoo.--
• 1 1 00 . -­

l •ooo.-­
., 6'9 

:5 •2\Xl . - -
1 ' 200.­

" 1 '8 
• 1 1 7.:1 ;. - -

1• 

Joint Rel ief Commise1on 
ot ~e International Red Oroaa 

~narmaoautical erY1ceJ 

(81gnedl X. Peinste1n Boeh1J:Joer . 

th 



)ern, ~on), 1944 

4. l.OU~ u•• '"'._. .. , ... ,.,, -

111th .. 
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Bern, llarah 3, 19« 

Dr. Carl J. Bttrctbardt, 
... ber of' the InternaUoDill ea.a1 ttee 

of' tile R .. ·i Crose , 

Dear Dr. Burckhardt' 

P• l a1a au Oonaail-Gi oir&l, 
Gene ..-a. 

I nsll to a olmodedga on behalf of the Legation 
t he reoe1pt of your letter of Pebruary 29, 19~~. in 
repl.T to tAe Legation 1.) le"tters "Of Jan.1ary 29 and 
Pebruar)" 11 waich tranaJDittecS "to tbe International 
Co i "ttn of the Redt croas - • sages fro• the War 
RP! ugee lloarcl. 

A eqmmary ot the propoaale tor rel1ef' action 
contained 1.:a your latter is beiot; telesraphed to the 
Dep&r"We.at of State, Waslli.nston, D. O., tor trans1111eaion 
to toe War Refugee Board ud tue Leg.t1on nil not fa1.l 
to 1utorD you as soon aa fUrther word i s reoe1Te4 fro~ 
Washi~on. 

Daniel J. Reaaan, 
Commercial Attaon6. 

_w .. o- wuo.U.Q oe aespatcnea oy .l.ll"tereroetl IH11.l wv~u 

93, 000 rranoa; the oTarhead would coat 7,000 trance . 

4, l.OUI• u•• ..,..,_. .. ..,,., -

with 



Bern, -.ron ), 1944 

J. . SobJiarMnl>flrg , 
•eaber ~! "ttw seoreiiariA"t of ttw I.nterna~i0oa1 eoaaaittee of tl:lll Red cross, 

Pal.aia o.u Qon!leil~b6ral, 
Genrra. 

D .. r Dr. Sch9JaX'sanbars 1 

1 wah to tb.ank you tor y'l\r latter of JebTUU7 
29, 1944, nth wui.oh you enclosed Dr. Burokl:lardt'e 
letter of tile same date 1n reply to tb.e Legation's 
let'ters of J anuan 29 and :Pebru&rJ n wllich traoaa1 tted 
to tbe International COJIIII1ttae of the Red cross masse&•• 

fr..;aa the tar Retugee Board. 
A au=erY of the report and proposals con-tain8d 1n 

:or. Burckhardt'• letter na- been prepared and ~ beinS 
telesrapned to to.• Department of State at waarulll)ton D.C. 
tor trans~seion to tb& l..r Betuse• Board.· JonetbeltsB 
I belie~• 1t aignt be helpful 1! you could send o~p1ee 
o! 1~ letter a nd Dr. Burckhardt's letter ~ia c~urier to 
~. Peter your dale&ate 1n tba On1-ted States . 

!be queet1oD you raiSe 1n the second pare.Qapb o! 
your letter u to whether the International Co•ittee of 
tne ieJ cross or Jlr, salY JiaJar is to haft tM t1nal 
autllor1 't1 1n tn• ad.11ni&tration o! tne !un411 dana ted bJ 
tile Joint Liatr1bntion Com~~1ttee nae been reterre! to the 
lar Reru&e• Boar4 ~~ I abSll not hesitate to 1Dfora you 
as a oon u a replJ haS uaen received. 

I.n aocordanoe with your obae~t1on conoerniD& the 
neoeeait1 of discretion, tUi• tact baa as-in been brou~t 
to t,lle attention of tna .t.aerloan amor1t1 .. mel you IliA:! 
be certain t;,ba1; the L.sat 1.on will taka ••rJ precaution 
to treat Dr. Jw:oltl:lardt ' • 111 tter u atr1otl:f confidential. 

4 , \..OUia u•• ..,.._, .., .. .-, ._. 

with 



, 

I 

A •1nor quea~ion aria•• in oonneo~ion w1~h tba 
for.isn pO.Z.aoeutioal product• deaignate4 .. •Aaaort­
MD't ll" in AMex 2 to Dr. :&uroltbardt•a let-ter. I abould 
be grateful if 1ou would in:tora ae of ~1\e preciee oristn 
of tn.ee pharlaaoeuti oal produote aD'i w111ther or no~ tney 
~ • " tbt ~resent time in s~itzerland. 

Tary U"Uly yours, 

Daniel J . Reasan, 
eo- ro1al Attacn6. 

4, l.OUia u.- ................ -

'111.th 
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Department 

@ASE FIL~l 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date Karon 4, 10 p . m. , 1944. 

1334 

Cbs rged to . 

Paraphrase 

Your no . 279, January 27 and 437 February 9 and 
our no. 1026 of February 16. 

1 . The information requested in the Department's 
no. 279 is furnished in a letter dated February 29 
submitted by the International Committee of tbe Red 
Cross; the letter also details the Committee's proposed 
expenditures of the equivalent in SWiss francs of 
100,000 dollars (429,000 Swiss france) received tram 
Joint . The Interoroixrouge proposes to expend this sue 
in the following manner: 

(A) Bessarabia and Transnistria : 100, 000 francs 
to be put at the disposal of the Intercross delegate in 
Rumania to purchase and to distribute clothing available 
in Rwnanie to Jewish refugees in cooperation with the 
Raman1an Red Cross; 

(B ) Theresienstedt: The following two alternative 
proposals for the expenditure of 119,000 francs for percale 
of food: 

(a) 9,500 food parcels to be prepared in free port 
at Geneva from materials purchased in Hungary: for materials 
84

1
400 francs to be spent in Hungary and for labor packing, 

treight, etc . ~,600 trance to be spent in SWitzerland; 
or (b) 9,000 food parcels containing materiels of Slovakian, 
Hun~erian and Swiss origin: 30, 000 rranoe to be spent in 
Hungary and Slo•akia and 89 , 000 francs to be spent in 
Switzerland. Interoroaa states that the execution of the 
tirst plan is dependent upon the receipt or authorization 
tram tbe National Bank tor expenditures in Hungary and the 
second is dependent upon Bank and Swiss licenses for export . 

(C) Craoow: The shipment of pharmeoeutiosl products 
to Jewa in Cracow haa recently been authorized by the German 
authorities. 1~,000 kilos of vitamin fortified ailk 
Laotises would be despatched by Intercross end would cost 
93,000 franca; the overhead would coat 7,000 franca. 

4
1 

\..OUf• "•• ~ ........... -

with 
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J 

{D) The Jews in Gamps in upper Silesia end Holland: 
40,000 trance to be spent tor 2?00 parcels of food ot 
Hungarian origin - 1350 parcels tor each destination; 
29,500 france are to be spent in Hungary and the balance 
in Switzerland. This is again subject to the National Bank'S 
authorization . 

(E) For Swiss and foreign pharmaceutical products 
and Swiss surgical dressings 70,000 francs are to be spent. 
This material will be distributed as follows: to Trans­
nistria 12,000; to Theresiens~adt ?,700; to the Judische 
Unterstutzungstelle Cracow, 2600; for Upper Silesia and 
Bolland 12,000 and for emergency reserve 6700. Total 5300 
of these drugs foreign origin (perbepar, meroburocbrome, 
insulin end dextrosum), the balance of Swiss origin. 

2. Before it discusses details of the above plan 
with Saly Meyer, Intercross inquires of the ·.var Refugee 
Board whether it has discretionary authority subject to 
advice from Mayer or whether he bas the final word on the 
use of funds which the Joint supplies. 

3. The letter from Intercross warns strongly against 
the exploitation of relief action for the purposes of 
propaganda by interested groups end states that publicity 
is likely to resul~ 1n the withdrawal of channels for relief 
wbicb are open at the present time. 

4. There follows in a separate telegram the summarY 
of the reply trom Intercross to the questions raised 1n 
telegram no. 279 rrom the Department. 

DlR :ReG: tmp:nf 
In triplicate 

HARRISON 

nth 



I CAS!: Fl L.!l 
TELEGRAM SENT ~ 

To : Department Date : March 6, 10 p. •·, 194-4. 

Code: 

No : 1366 

Charged to : 

Paraphrase 

PRIORITY 
Your 2?9 January 2? and 43? or February 9 and our 

1334 or Karch 4. 
In addition to detailing proposed expenditures or tunds 

donated by the ~oint Distribution Committee, a letter dated 
February 29 rrom the International Committee of the Red 
Orbss includes the following information which was requested 
by the >Var Refugee Board 1n the telegrams from the Department 
mentioned above: A) the general possibilities and the proposals 
tor relief of Jewish refugees and other persecuted groups; 
B) the proposals tor relief for prisoners trom occupied 
countries 1n concentration camps in Germany; C) the plan 
tor relief or children war-victims in Slovenia and Serbia. 

A. 1) Intercross states that it is almost certain 
relief consignments to the Judisohe Onterstutzungstelle 
in Cracow, to Theresienstadt and Rumania would reach 
their destinetions; it is uncertain about Westerbork 1n 
Bolland and camps in Upper Silesia and France, but Intercross 
proposes that a certain proportion or the sums put at its 
disposal be devoted to test shipments through ebAnDala as 
yet untried. 

2. Intercross states that it will endeavor to keep 
any purchases made 1n Hungary or Rumania at the lowest 
possible minLoum and will try to procure goods in neutral 
countries as much as possible. Intercross inquires whether 
it can count on additional tunds on condition that they be 
expended in neutral countries exclusively within the limlted 
possibilities available. 

3. In order to avoid expenditures in enemY territory 
(Intercross is apprehensive ot the dangers of enemy abuse 
entailed by the expenditure of foreign exchange in enemy 
territory), Intercross proposes that stocks of relief 
materials be shipped from overseas tor deposit in Geneva. 
As opportunities arise tor despatch to relief oenters, these 
stocks could be drswn upon. Immediate action (opportunities 
tor relief are of~en of abort duration end cannot be 

172 anoi~1pated 
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anticipated with certainty), without the necesalty tor 
trash appeals on each occasion would be peraitted by a 
reserve depot . Intercross proposes that the depot be 
under the control ot a ~ representative. According to 
Intercross, warm clothing, under~ear, and men's large- sized 
boots are the articles most urgently required in Trananiatria. 
Intercross suggests that several thousand paroals be made up 
separately tor men, woman and children (not 1nt~ts), each 
ot these parcels to contain an assortment of alothing, 
underwear and a pair or strong boots. Intercross proposes 
depot to contain several ten/a of thousands or relief food 
parcels or overseas origin; such parcels not to weight over 
two and one-halt kilos and to contain non-perishable articles 
including sugar, ovaltine, con4ensed milk, canned goods, etc. 
Intercross is prepared to transport, against reimbursement, 
vis Red Cross ships selling from the United States and Canada 
to Marseilles end Lisbon, 1t the question or tonnage presents 
difficulties. 

4. Intercross states that cooperation among the various 
Jewish relief groups seems impossible and observes not in 
interest of aim in view that it be revealed to one Jewish 
relief organization what other organizations are doing. 
Intercross urgently r equests that plans tor relief be kept 
strictly sse ret . 

5. The importance tbst the relief program inclu3e 
oppressed groups "irrespective or race or religion" is 
stressed by Intercross end it expresses grstlticat1on that 
the '1/RB agreed to this principle w1111ngly. In the belie! 
ot Int ercross s broad rsl1et program to assit various groups 
is less likely to arouse enemy opposition than one wbiob is 
contined to the assistance of Jewish refugees exclusively. 
Rella! to Allied nationals in German concentration camps and 
children in Yugoslavia is prppoeed by Intercross as a beginning. 
(Please see headings Band C hereunder.) 

B.l Intercross proposes, in accordance with A5 above 
and if runds are made available, the immediate axtantion ot 
relief to Czeohs, Belgians, Dutch, Greeks, Poles, Norwegians 
and other Allied natl onals who are enduring privation in 
German concentration camps and prisons under savers control 
ot the secret polioe . (Through intormal channels, Intercross 
has obtained names or nearly all Norwegians, Dutch, and a 
large number ot Poles who are detained in Gerlll8n prisons and 
concentration camps and urgently requests that this teet be 
kept strictly secret.) According to Interoross, the British 
blockade authorities, who insisted as condition that the 
Germans recognize these prtsonera as prisoners of war and 
subject to the Cen~va Convention, have prevented organized 
relief up to the present time. Intercross states that i t 

bas 
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bas made successful teet shipments or individual relief 
parcels to these prisoners. Tbe parcels were personally 
acknowledged by the recipients. In several camps delegatee 
ot Intercross were able to verify on the spot tbet shipments 
reached the persons intended . Intercross is prepared to 
submit evidence or the success of these opere~ions and, as 
a start, proposes that food parcels be made immediately 
available for 1,000 Polish men and women, 1,450 Norwegians, 
and 1,000 Dutch men and women in German camps and prisons. 
The risks of benefiting the enemy are tar lees thAn if 
free exchange were expended in enemy territory for relief 
in Transnietria. 

C.l According to Intercross, the situation or two 
groups of children in Yugoslavia is particularly alnrm1ng. 
As they are undernourished, need clothing end their health 
condition is pitiful, 60,000 children evacuated from creatia 
to Belgrade end other Serbian towns are a particularly 
critical problem. The same applies to Slovenia, where condi­
tione already bed during the Italian occupation neve einoe 
last summer become increasingly serious and where 100,000 
children ere suffering from malnutrition as the result of 
e complete lack or fortifying foods such as ovalt1ne, auger, 
milk and chocolate. in order 

2. Intercross prcposes, / to alleviate this situation, 
that the ·1/RB assign 220,000 france of ...Uicb 20,000 for 
medical relief and 200,000 for toad to be divided equally 
between the children in Slovenia and Serbia. 45,000 trance 
would be used for the purchase or Slovakian sugar and 
Hunvsrian alimentary pastes and the ba1ance ot 200,000 trance 
(less 17,000 franoe tor administration, transportation, etc;) 
tor the purchase of Swiss toad products. 20,000 francs would 
be used for the purchase of Swiss pbarmaoeutio~ products 
and surgical dressings. It is proposed by Imtercroes that 
these relief goods be shipped to the delegate of Intercross 
in Belgrade for distribution 1n cooperation with the Red 
erose of Serbia. 

Ir the Department desires, the Legation can telegraph 
rurtber details or the above propoesle. The Legation will 
endeavor to forward e oopy at the letter tro~ Intercross. 
IRC is sending copy of this latter through its facilities 

also. 

DJR :RCC: imp :nf 
In triplicate 

4, \,.QUI~ Y•• ....... .., .. ..,. -
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CWq,l ... po.of 

,,, .. plt~od· ' 
hll-a " UITI.. 

Dr. J. I. Scbwaraenberg, 
•eaber of the Seoretar1at of tlw 

International Coul t-t .. o! tba Red Croa.l, 
Pala1a du Cona11-06nira1, 

Gene••· 

Sch..arllenber&t 

I anould like to refer to our telephone cooveraa­
tlon thla morntng concerning the relle~ progr .. you 
propose to undertake 1.n accordance w1tb tba MBaee;e 
from tba War Rotuaee Board tranamltted to the Inter­
national Committee o! tba Red Crose 1n the Legatloo•a 
l • tt•r o! 7aoruaxy 11, 194~. 

lltb regard to tne use o~ tna equ~.alent 1n Swlaa 
trance of t.be 100,000 •&de available to the Interna­
tional Co~ittee of the Red Cross oy the Joint Diatr1bu­
t1on Oo-1ttee in aooordD.Oce 'ID.Ul a !rea:~ury 11oe1111e, 
tbe messa.se !rca tne lar Retugee Board atates: 

•you (the International Oo~~mittea or the 
Red Croaa) ere authori~ed under the license 
to empl ' 1 'tl1ll tunda tor buyi.Jlg food and otbar 
auppliea 1n Buoaar¥ , Rumania, and oeut ral 
countries and otberwille to carr.r en the relief 
activities waich are aentlon ed abo•e . • 

Tile Lec:.atlon interprets tbia statement ~ lle&D 

that the In twroa tional Coml ttee o! the Red Oroae 
requirlla no further autuorizatlon to proceed wl'tb the 
relief pro&raa ln question. 

lery truly 1ours, 

Daniel J. Re~an, 
Commercial Attacn6. 

J . . 

4. \..OUr• u•• .............. ~ -

( 
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COMITt: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
A.OENCE CENTRALE DES p(USONNTERS DE OllERBE 

t.bfoquf'l vo--tau.s I Wl!'f 

'l'tl#vhua• '13 Oi 
fflf>lt "lftTPCIIOIXIOUSl'' 

GF.NL·:n.. • arch 7th, 1944· 
1-'al•t• du (!tlll!I.C'tl·t•htnl 

l ., TION Of Tilt! 
IJJi iT~•' lLS OF AMERICA. Dani l J R r . - . ee.ge.n 
P -li 111,. S 194~ owmercia~ Attache 

o BERN • egati on of the United States of America, 
E R N 

near ur . Reagan, 
May I thank you ror your letter of »arch 3rd 

for the information you were kind enough to gi ve me 
telephone dn the subject of the War Refugee Board ' s 
in i'aVOilr of Je't'IS -

e are sendiniZ on our letter or February 2qth, ref. 
G-59/2 G. 85, tour . Peter, our delegate in the Unitec 
states, with a copy for transmission to the war Refu&ee --~----" 
Board . 

Answering to your question contain~d in the last 
par agr aph of your letter, the "Service Pharmaceutique" 
of our Committee gives the f ollowing informati on: 

The 4 pharmaceuti cal products desi gnated as Assor t­
ment B are actuallY at the Port-~ranc Cornavin i n Gen eva 
and are of foreign origin, i. e. 

insulin can-..da or nenmark 
mercurochrome = Fr~ce 
dextrosum = Hungary 
perhepar = Hungary. 

Si n cerely yours, 

~~"u/~ 
, .•. • ;C,,h,.,,,.,.,~ 

4
1 

\..aura ..... ~J_ ......... -
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_ DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
!SONNrERS D E GUERRE 

GE<'ii·:n .. );l;uoch l.Jth, 1944· 
'altli• du l:On .. ,.,,. nrnrnl 

I believe it may be useful. to i.nf'orm you of 
visit we had from Ur . Saly Uayer, tho represent~tive 
nJointn in Switzerland . 

Mr. Saly ~nyer, interpretin~, as we ass~e, the 
o;linion of hls or1 anization, seems to have expected that 
the International Committee of the Red Cross would utilize 
the sums transferred through the kind offices of t•e War 
Refugee Board not solely for relief activity. llr . )layer 

hoped that we would request the transfer of far greater sums 
and utilize them ;lri.mnrily for what he call.s 11 saving of 
lives". 

We pointed out that the International Cogmittee 
of ~he Red cross could not contemplate th~ possibility of 
partnking in certain actions with the object of getting 
Jews out of Axis countries, such actions necessitating 
methods which are not considered legal by the detsinin~ 
authorities. Being f\llly aware of the hUI!lani tnrian ai1ll of 
thi' type of activity - and in this case the means .-ould 
seem to justify the end - the InternAtional Co~~tee or the 
Rod Cross, considerin~ its manifold other activities which 
ar~ based on the confidence of all governments concerned, 
cannot laUch into a new field of activity where it would 
sooner or later come into conflict w1 th t;'le detaininr; pov.-ers. 
Tlli3 would. be contrary to its interflsts and to its tradi­
t ions of absolute na~trality. We believe that ur. Saly 
Hayer understood our point of view, and tre fact that ~e 
have to discriminate between th~ vast activities ~hich are 
the province of the v3rious Jer.ish or~~nizations, and the 
narrow liGdt3 within which tho Intern~tion~l Co~ittea of 
the Red Cross is ablo to offer its services without 
jeopardizint: the ta!k wh <'h ilevolvtts upon it as :1 result ot 
tradition and the Genev:~. Conventions . 

ur . Daniel J . Rea an 
Commorcisl Attacb·l or the 
Legation or the Uni&d States of ~erlca 
er.J!v 

'IIIith .. 
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UF.Nt\1•:. !.larch 13th, 1944· 
I1Miai.l du f:Onlllf"II-Cit~Otnl 

V TIOM O F Till! 
UIIITI u 'fl S OF AMI!RICA 

R 14. PIARS 194' 
o BERNe ._ ______ ..:__~ ._,.-,1' Llr. Reagan, 

I believe it may be usefUl to inform you or a long 
visit we had from Mr. Saly ~aycr, the ropreJent~tive of the 
"Joint" in Switzerland . 

llr. Sal:t !layer, interpret~, as we assume, the 
opinion of his organization, seellls to have expected that 
the International Committee of the Red Cross would utilize 
the sums transferred through the kind o~fices of the War 
Refugee Board not solely for relief activity. Mr . Mayer 

hoped thnt we ~ould request the transfer of far greater sums 
and utilize them prirnarily for what he calls "saving of 
lives" . 

We pointed out that the International Committee 
of the Red Cross could not contemplate the possihillty of 
partaking in certain actions with the object of getting 
Jews out o~ Axis countries, such actions necessitati~ 
methods which are not considered legal by the detaining 
authorities. Belng fUlly aware of the humanitarian aim 
this type of activity - and in this case the means 1muld 
seem to justify the end - the Intarn~t1onal Committee or the 
Red Cross, considering its manifold other activities which 
erD based on the confidence of all governments concerned, 
cannot la.J'ch into a new field of activity llher~ it would 
sooner or later come into conflict with the de~ po~~r~ 
This would be contrary to its interests and to its tradi­
t ions of absol,lte neutrality. \'Ia believe that J.lr . t;aly 
Mayer understood our point of view, an~ t e fact that we 
have to discriminate between the vast activities ~hich are 
the province of the various Je1'11. 1h or"aniza•ions, and the 
narro~ limits within which the Intern tional Comnittee of 
the Red Cross is able to offer its services rt thout 
jeopardizin" the task wh'~h devolves upon it as a result of 
tradition and the Genev1 ConvP.ntions. 

::.11' . D mlel J. Reag:m 
Commsrcial A~tacnel of the 
Legation of the U~ States ot America 
P. r: fl N 

Witb 
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For these reasons t h • Invernational Committee has 
decided to limit its work in favour of toe Jews and other 

persecuted group~ of civilians in EuropA to relief work, 
bui~tL~ up of ~ Central Card- Index 4or Dispersed ~amilies 
nnd a certain limited co-operation in the emigration ~robleo. 

Tha latter consists in helping to procure tonnnge and 
to protect ships which mi';ht tnns.,ort Jews rrom RUi31lllia.n 
or Bulgarian ports to P:U.estine . · l'fe shall probabl~ b.:lve to 
reduce our work in this case to protection of th~ ships 
(asking the belliTerents for sare-con~ucts) , all the mor~ so 
as the British authorities prefer to pass throu~h the channel 
or the Protecting Powers in all questions concerning emigra­
tion. 

Y/e have, however, asked lr. l&ayer to make practical 
su~gestions as to what, in his opinion, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross coul~ do for Je"s in addition to 
t..;,.e above-mentioned - points . We shall be glad to 
exa:llinc his suggestions and see whether we can discover a 
means of renderine assistance. 

Concerning the uti~zation of the 100 .000 dollars, 
~r . Saly Mayer seams to approve our plan except for certain 
~or changes which could be easily made . Ris main objection 
however is that tlrls action is put on too modest ~ basis 
an.;l that wa ou6bt to ask for higher contribUtions. 

This is aowever 1."or the War Retugee Board to decide . 
If we have been reluctant to embark upon a larse-sc~ ylan, 
1;; is par tly because we do not know exactly how far and in 
what way the r;ar Refugee Board llishes us to proceed . The 
proposals cont~ed in our letter o£ February 29th a1; by the 
way, at an amp~tication or our activity; es,eci,llv our 
scheme of havinrr a lar~e stock of p~rcels in Switzerl~nd under 
control of the War Refu~ec ooard, opens tte door, in our 
opinion, to relief on a far larger scale. 

~ feel we havE> indicated to the r.nr Re.fllj;ee Board 
and this we erplainec'. to Mr . ~ayer - whor anr1 how t he Inter­
national Committoe of the Red Cross could be entrusted with 
the continuation and enlargBQJnt of a scheme ~ich might lead 
~o a really effective relief action on behalf or certain 
groups of persecuted civilians in Europe . And re~er :l.n the 
case of Jews and the other categories m~-tioned in our letter 
of Febr-tary 29th is~ in our opinion, a ~~_z.~ t oo - if some­
what different - or nsaving lives" . 

with .. 
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It • 7555 Porn, •urQb l6, 1944 

b,ect: Tra I 1an1on or lett~ frpn lhterhh~1onal 
Co 1 t.t.eo or 'tho Jtoll. Croaa oonotrnlna 
:r l!ot pr.ogrUJa for :rew'1tlh neruaee.o J.n 
on~ tprrit~r,r. 

Tho onornble 

lr: 

'Iho Jeer •tt:.ry or Jtate, 
ll&!:.iugton. 

I h~ve th~ honor to rotor to tho DdportnQnt•a 
te:et;raco no . 279 or Janun.ry :!.1, 19•14 nn;! 437 of 
7c runr:;• !i, l9o4~, end •o the 1 ecuUon• dupntch 
no. 745o4 or rcn 2, 1944, ooncorn~nc the roller 
oi' Jewioh cfuaeaa ani othl'r perseot1ted srottj>l' in 
eneay territory throu h the a~enoy ot tho Inter­
national CO itteo or th~ Red Cru 

In ~nia con.lect1on, the lett •tL>n anoloaoa 
tor t e llUorcat1on of th• Department &ad the War 
Rctusec noo~d o copy ot c latter doted ~arch la, 
104'• ud~rea~cd to the lagution by Dr. ~. do 

cbwar:enbcre, e ~bar or the ocretor1at or the 
lntornat!onol C ittee or the Red Croaa, wbicb 
reports e dJa uss1on -ith r . ly ayor, re-
pr aentative in Gw1tze•land or the Joint ~atri­
bution C 1ttee, cone rnine the ~ loycent tor 
relief purpoaeB o~ the SW1aa frer.o o~u1vnlent or 
tlOO, OOO donate~ by • int Distribution 
Conr.dtteo, which 11L J , oordin£ to tho ~easaao 

rroc 

.. , .... U~H'"' .,._ ... --~• • o 

.. 

l 
.er, 
~n . 
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fro tho WIIJ' Rufll(;oe Boe.ril oontll.1na•l in 'the 
Departaent•a telegram no , 437 ot 1abrunr7 9, 
1944, ware to be ~~loyad for the carrying out 
ot a rolior proerum for Jd ish ~•tua ns in 
Crontia, SloveJda, Rlwlll'J1 \ 0 Hunt: 1•• n4 Tbara~ivn­
atadt, Tho losut1on•a d1t 1••toh no . 7454 nnd telo­
sra~a no . lJ34 or Unrob 4, 19.. , 1ru:or:o4 t.ha 
Dapur~ent or the u.nnar in -hioh the In~arnat.1oual 
Coc ~ ttoa propoaed to utilize the funds -do ovall­
ablo b!' the ,Toint Dhtrlbution Co.a: ittea, 

Tho ~partm n~ and tho Wnr norugaa ~ord will 
note fro~ tho enclosed letter tbat , aooordlnu to 
tho ned Croua, ~r . 3aly ~ayer approved ~he roller 
pro~ram ao proposed "with tho exception or certain 
m1nor cbuncea ~bioh could afta1ly be ca~o~ . 

The ~I£' tion •aalrea \o call the DaP&rtaant'a 
attention to •r . !eyer•• propoeal thnt the ecope 
or ral1e~ oparLtion- ~~~ anlurged &nd to taa 
obaorvnt1Jns or r . de ~cbw&rzenbare 1n tbia 
connection . 

814 . 2 

D.lr/llCC/ab 

atotod nbove . 

Lalend llurr1aon, 
Aaerioan ir.ister. 

(0l'16:1nlll lln'l t.wo copi ca to O.partaent) 

4
1 

\..OUio u•• ....,.,. .. ..,.,_, 

with .. 



!noloaure no . 1 to deapatoh no, 7555, Uaroh ~6, 
1944, from American Legation, Bern. 

30URC~: Lnte~national Com_,ittee 
of the Red Cross, Genavo. 

001.!!'!"!!: IHn1UtJ-.TIONAI. 1)"; LA CHO:U:-)lO,JGl! 
flgenca Centrale ~es Prlsonniera de Cuerre 

0.59 0 . 85 
JE3/KL 

Dear Hr. Reagan, 

Oeneva, Uarch lJth, 1944 
Pitlaia <tu Co •. sail-General. 

I believe it may be useful to iutorm you ot 
e. long vioi t we had. from l.Jr. 3ul.r l!nyer, the ra­
prBaentative Of the "~Oint~ in Jwitzerlan4. 

Ur. 3aly ~yer, 1ntarprlt1ng, 83 we ascuma, 
the opinion ol his organization, seems to have 
axoaote4 that the International Committee of the 
Red Croas would utilize the sums tranoforxed 
throu~h the k1nc1 ot'rtoas or the o¥nr j{efugee Bofi.Td 
not solely for relief act! vi ty. l.!r . "'ayer hope<1 
that we would re,uest the transfer of far greater 
sums and u'111ze them primarily tor what be oalls 
"saving or lives". 

a pointed out that the International Committee 
or the Red Cross could ~ot conta~plnte the po~si­
bllity 01 pe.rtakine in oertllin actions wit.h the 
obJect of getting Jews out of Axis countries, such 
•~tiona neoeDsitating metLoda Whiab are not con­
sidered legal by the detainin.; 8.Uthorit1e.a. '~~~ing 
ru11y aware or the h~an1tarian aim or th13 ty e 
ot activity - and in this oaee the mauna would 
aoea to Uuatity the and - the Inter~~t1ons1 Co~Jittae 
or the Red Cross, cons1uer1nt ito mani fold other 
a~t1vitiea which are bsae<t on the contilence of all 
sovern.enta cooo~roed, cannot launch into a new 
~iald or activity •hera it woul<t sooner or later 
COlle into eontlict ·•Hh tile detltining powers . Thi:J 
would be contre.rr to ita interests ana to ita 
trt~ditiona or absolute e•ttrality. We believe 
that 'r . Bely ayer underatodd our J>olnt of view, 
an!! tho fact lhut wo hove to discrlninete bet.waGn 
the v~at aotiv1t1ea which ere th~ nrovince ot the 
various Ja'lfioll organi.!ationa, lll.l til~ nar.row 11lll1 ts 
within Wliich the Internat1onJ.Co i~ ~~~ of the Red 
Croeo 1s oble to otter ita Barvioe.a 1thout 
jeopard17.1ng the task wtrich davolvud upon it as a 

Mr. Denial J, Rea~an 
Commercial At ache or the 
1 egotion or tho llnitac1 Gtutea ot America 
.13 RH 

result 

... with •• 

ter, 
.n. 
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reaul~ or tradition and th6 Geneva Conveo~iona . 

for these r aeons ~he ln\erne\lofial ~ittee 
has deoidod to lim!~ 1\a work in favour ot tne .ewe 
and other para•ou~ed aro~oa or civ111 OS in ~ope 
to relia:r work, bt.illll~nc up ot a Cen1.ral Car4 I.nlkx 
for 01aperae4 Tan1lias and ~ certain l1o1ted co­
operation in ~fi& 1eratioa proal R. 

Tb latter consiate in helpin£ to procure 
tonnage and ~o protect ahipa wh10b mi·ht transport 
Jowo from Rucanian or Bulgarian porta to Paleatlne . 
fie shall probably l.ave to relluoe our wor).; I'D tliia 
ceae to protection ot the ohipa (aaking the belli­
gerents for sare-conduota) , all the mora so as ~4e 
Britich authorities prefer to pass through tho 
channel ot the ?rotec~ina Powers in all ueationa 
oonoerning em18ration , 

We have, however, asked 'r. oyer ~o make 
prectioal ausreat1ono os to what , in his opinion, 
the Inttlrnationnl Comr.U t;tae ot the lied Crone could 
do tor Jewa in addition to ~~• above-~en,ioned pointe . 
We shall be glad ~o oxa:tno hie augceutioua and see 
whether we can discover a moans of ror~.•Jer1J16 assist­
ance. 

Concern!~ tho utilization of the 100.000 
dollars, •r • .>ay Uuyer se0111a to ap..,rove our nlan 
e~copt tor rer~ain ~inor changes which could be 
easily n.4•. ie main obJeo~ion however ia that tbio 
action is ut on ~oo nodeat a basis and ~bat we OUEht 
to ~ak for higher oontr1but1ona. 

Tt.ia is bowevpr ror the War Reruceo Board to 
decide. It we have been reluctant to e=bark upon a 
largo-scale plan , it ia partly because we do no~ 
lr:no1r1 exactly how far and in what; way the ar Retuceo 
Bow-d wiGhee uo to proceed. T!.e propoull.le oon~llined 
!n o•tr letoter or l'obruary 29th a.lc:, by ~be wuy, at 
an anplif!cation of our activito:r: eepeciully our 
aohoti'l or t.uving a lar£e atock or pare fils in .JW.!. t~~r­
lend unt1er control or the &r Rofusoo floo.rd, ooer.s 
~he door, in our opinion, to relief on a l'nr lareer 
:scale. 

Wo feel we hnve 1n~1cated to the or Dotugee 
Board - ~ this •• explained to llr. oyer - whore 
and how the lntornctional Co~ittoo ot tha Rod Croeo 

could 

with •• 

1 
rer , 
n. 
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no 1ld 'be entrusted with the oont.lnuat.lon und 
enlare;Oillent of o aoneme whlOb m1gl\t. lead to 11 

really efteot.iva relief action on behelt or 
certain eroupa ot porae~uted olvlllans lu 
EUrope . Ar\1.1 rel16t :in the otliU or Je~>s and the 
othor cat.egorie¥ ~ntlonet in o~ lett.er Df 
l'obruory 29th la, ill our. ::ppinlo.n , • tae~ma too­
it zoaewhAt different - or "savinG 11 vee••. 

llincerely your.s , 

}or the Internntlon&l -01\too 
of t.Ue llt~-1 CrOOIJ, 

~u,.,~ 1.a eottespondentt\ b jea t,;ommluton Miate de Seeou11 de '• Cfola·Rougt lnt.tmaUonele. 
•· Courl det S••Uons. G•n•·~• 

wUb 

l 
rer , 
Ln. 



Darn, Yuroh 18, 1944 

Dr . J. X. de Sohwar~eoberg, 
Member of the Secretariat of the 

Internet1~nel Oo ittee of the Red Cross, 
Paleia du Conaeil-General, 

Oenova. 

Dear Dr. do Sobwarzonbers; 

I wish to aokDowledge with thanks the 
receipt or your latter of arob 13, 1944, oonoarn­
ing your diacuaaion~ with Mr. 3aly Hayer of tba 
relief pro&r&a to be undertaken with the tunds 
which nave bean made available to the Internation­
al Co~ttoe or tba Red Cro a by tho JOint Diatribu­
t.ion Co .ittee. 

I wee pleased to note tbat with tho exception 
or oart.ain ainor changes 'l'lhioh you are able to 
effect, llr . l!ayer asraed with your progr~ for the 
expenditure or theaa tunda. 

I believe that your letter would be of interest 
to tho Wo.r Rorll€o• Board and wonder ir it vould be 
possible iovyou~~rorward it to the United States 
aa woa done with the Internationo1 comalttoe•a 
letter of Yebruar.y l9 , 1944 ? 

washington 13, or course, ver. interested in 
the execution or the relief progr~ and it would be 
•uoh appreciated if you could i~orm me of any 
developments wlliob hAve taken ;>lace since your 
letter of Ueroh 13. 

I - very sorry to have a1ssod you during cy 
brief visit to Geneva this week out hope to aee you 
aoon either here or in Geneva. 

Very truly yours , 

with 

rer J 

.n . 
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Be~n, Maron 22, 1944 . 

Dear Dr. de SCI:l'lfar~enber~: 

Reference is made to paragr~ h 2 of your l et1oer 
of Pebruary 29, 19~ . and to the Legation ' s 1et1oar 
of aaroh 7, 1944 , conoernin6 tne autborit1 of the 
Intarnational OoDSittea o! the Red croaa to adaLniater 
tna u:l'anditura of the S'lfisll franc equivalent c! the 

100,000 for relief purposes wade available to the 
International Co.mittee by the Joint Distribution 

CoiiiiDittea. 

In tnia connection, the Legation has bean re­
q\leated to deliver to the International Comaittee 
tbe !ollow11l6 1118118&88 !roll the tar Refugee Board 1 

•with re~erence to yc\lr latter of PabruarY 
29, no. 199, .eddies sed to the .uaertoan Legation 
at Bern , with regard to tllll equivalent o! 
tlOO,OOO in Swiae !ranoa received !rom tllll Joint 
Distribution Coauaittee: The Joint Distribution 
Oo-ittee b&& in!oiJJad tna War Refugee Board tnat 
full diaoret ion w1 th regard to thll WJe o! tllll !undll 
under reference ASS caan placed in toe In~netional 
Red Cross but toe Joint DistribUtion Co81D1ttee hopes 
that tne Int.ernat1onal Red croaa will , attar oon­
aulta~1on with Saly Mayer, coordinate tbe proposals 
eat forth in the letter o! Pebr'llary 29 with the 
!eeaing pro~am at present bela& carried out 1n 
TurUY anel wi tn t ne 'lfOrk 'IIIlich ia bei~ tone w1. th 

Adrn at ta con a!lponc3antl!l l 1• Comm•a .. on Mute de Se-coure de la Crolx .. Rou-o• tnt•m•Uonele. 
4, Cours des Ba.a1Jon• , Gen•~• 

nth 

E 

.. 
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Sal7 a.,yer . fb.e J oint Diatribution eo-ittae 
aasure1 tbe International Red Crose that no 
axploi~ation for purpoaaa of propa8anda will 
be .. da of this relief action.• 

You will note ~hat thia aeaa 1o0e oont1ru tbe 
interpretation o! tns or.81nal 1Datruot1ons wuich was 
made in tbe Legation'• letter of March 7. 

lary truly youra , 

Daniel J. Reagan, 
Ooameroial Attaoh6. 

Mirte d• Secoura de ta Ctoii•Rouge lnt.ernalionalt, 
Adrn!o$t' la corre.~pondance a 1a Comm••••on 4. Court du Baaliona, Genh• 

With .. 
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COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
~OENCE CENTRALE DES PRJSONNIERS DE OUERRE 

GENEVE, ~rch 2;, 1944 
~ ........... ..,, 
l l •......,.• c i'IM 

li ·59/2 - r.d5 -
JES/AU 

Pala1J du Con11P-G6n6nlt 

TtJ .. ''INTU CtOJliOUil 

L 
u ,..Teli 

ON OP Till! 
, 5 Of .... OIIeA 

It 24l.I'IARS ~4 r . !)aniel J . Re ~an 

L-~"~c~~~-~E~R~N---o--~·o~~rc~nl &ttaoh~ 
Lel!a tion or tho 
rnited States of America 
B e r n e 

r-

Dear _r , , a~an, 

uo you thinl: yliu could ask for tbe supoort or the War Refusee oari in tne foll~n:n~ matt~r? 

In view o! the growing difficulties of purchasing 

\

foodstuffs in entral Europe - and these nLl h 
con~ider~bly incrensea by .resent evo~ts in nun ary -
~;o have endeavour401a to obtain infol'lltatit>n a .. to ourcbasi.nf: 
possibly in certain countries ;hich are :farther iiistant . 

I We henr tbat certain food.oroaucts miF.~t be found in 
?ortugal. As a matter of fact , the lockade a•.ttl:oritles 
giv~ pe~~ission ~o trans~er funds free overseas more 
oas.Llywlien these are to oe aevoted to purchases in 
neutral countries . The JewiGh organis .tio s Tl ..1ld oo 
able to make funds availnble for our use forth~it~ in 

\

Portugal ;-;i th tl,e object of sunplyin foo:>d to certain 
Ja\orisli groutls who were not included ln our scheme of 29 
Yebrucry. We should, ~san oxanplc , like to send food­
stuffs to Je~s who ara inter~ed in throe cnops in Croatia 
and wito, accor in to reports received fram ur Dcleca:e 
in Zagreb, are in nn extremely precarious co diticn as 
rega:-as f ooiJ. . 

l 
The fpllo~in difficult], however, arises : railr ad 

tranaportntiQn £ro1 .ortu~nl is very expan~ive end, moreover , 
fnirl;; uncertain because of th£1 r ilrosd situ ti n in Sp in . 
For theso reasons, the Int'lrn'ltionel Ca:z:l.ittee of the Rild 
Cross wer. led t initiate a shipping line betrteen Lisb"n 
and Uarseilles to con7oy th~ large car oos of pircels for 

with 
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A::crican and rhi3h 'rise .er:J of Ymr in Germany. 
These ships ar howev1 r , all01ved to carry t1t:l7 •oocle 
for which the iockade authorities hav~ bsued navicert:; . 

Hith'lrto lie have never been able UPobtui~ navicert .. 
for 3hipl!!ents intendad for th11 catee;odos of persons, ir.­
ell,aing Jews , wilom we hope to ~ ab'hl to help within the 
sphere of the scheme nhich has nov been started thanks to 
tho support of the Wnr Refucee Boar i . - -

We should therefore be extremelr grat9ful if you 
could approach the War Refugee ::oar a lll t!l the ob · ect of 
finiiine: out llhetl1er they could secure navicert3 !ram the 
blockaa.e authorities which would enable the od:: intended 
for the groups of persons indicated in cur letter of 29 
Febru!iry to b• shinped on boarl the Int rnati nal Committee 's 
ships from L.i.::bon to l'arseilles . 

Wi tl1 lllllDY' thanks in adwnce for your kindnes:; in 
this matt~r end as the question ap~ecrs to be an urgent 
one, 1'1'3 sl c H be ':!lOst grateful for an answer ns quickly 
as may be . ~opy of this letter is forwarded to our delegate 
in ,asnin~ton . 

We are , dear kr . Reagan, 

Yours sincerelJ, 

~~: 
fJ.E. Sohw''''n~ 

P.S.-Referrinc to your kind letter of Larch ltith1 par .3, 
I may a.dil tlu1t my letter of oarch 13\;h hns oeon 
forwarded to our Washington del~gntion wiL~ instxuvti ns 
t~ contact the far Refugee i3onra . 

MI
.... de Secours de Ia Crotx-Rou.ga tntemeuonalt, 

d r\C8 'JI to Comm•ulon ~l• 
Adreu• lo cOtTe!.pcn a 4. Cour• d•• Baat1one., Gtn6vt 

with .. 
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L DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
USONNl.ERS DE OUERBE 

TELEGRAM SENT 

To . DepartrDent 
Date llarch 23, 1~ a.m . , 1944 

Code 

No 1774 

Charged to 

pAR.APl{RASE 

Please refer to the Department's te1egrlllll 916 of 

lllarch 20. 
After diScussions .nth Sa1y Mayer Intercross states 

that Mayer haS approved "with the exception of certain 
minor changes fthioh could be easily made" the Intercross 

relief program. 

HARRIS OR 

DJR/RCG/mjb 
In tripl. to CA 

Adr8$.t e-r \a correspo,denc. a te Commls••on Mtd• de Secovra d• 11 Crou.·Rou.o• lnt•mabonale. 
'· Courl dal BettJon•, Gen•v• 

with 
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L DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
tJSONNJERS DB G1JBRR.B 

COMIT!:: INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AGENCB CENTRALE DES pJUSONNlERS DE G'tfEIUlE 

Ut4f\llt' 1..,\_I;UI 1 MJ1 

1H1'1•h•'ll• lO IS 
f"lk .,1trTU.ctJOIJ104Jil 

• loON 01' THI! 
U" T II llo.S 0 1' AMIIIICA 

R 2 5 t'iARS 1944 
o BE RN • 

.fJ -------
UEN(·;\ E. arch 24th, lC/44 · 

p,.l;u-. t\u Q>o•fl'il~l~hl'ral 

·~r , Oanlel J . Rea~nn 
Commercial Attache 
Legation of the United $tates of AM~rica, 
'R e r n 

Dear lr . Reagan, 

Many thanks ror yo'Jr letter o1' March ?..2nd , 
b)l' which you were Jct.n<l enough to tran:.mit to •Js n l!lessa e 
rrom the l.ar Refu:Jae Bo'l.rd concern1n the Joint • s opi nion 
on the utilisation of lQQ . OQO . 'Ce have seen :Jr . Saly 
lolo.yer and nrc in agreem':!nt w1 th him . 

On th~ other ha~d, events in the Bal~ans have 

\

developed recentlJ 1n a ay ·tuch necessarilY mus1; change 
our entixe pl~u of action. A~ a matter of fact , I don' t 
see how we shall t~ ol to •et any more roods~Jffs out or 
!!:.mgary now. I sh!ll.l mite t.o you on thls subject in a 

ror: days . 

Sincerely yourg , 

ACI1'1t$$1f 11 eortespo'~dance ~ 1a Comm•nlon Mla:te de Secour• do Ia Croi.J:·RouiQ• lntame\Jonale, 
4

1 
Coura dea Ba.rt•ot\IJ G•nftvt 

llith .. 



--

.. 

t L DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
USONNl'ERS DE 6UERRE 

'f"C" = Fll 
C:::.. ---------

TELEGRAM SENT 

To Depar1ment Date Marob 24, midnight, 1944 

No 1828 

COdtl Charged to 

PAIUPHRA3E 

Reference De~artment's 916 dated March 20, and previous. 
The followin& is a summary of an inquiry for tbe War Refugee 
Board from the IC'RC: 

Intercross aesiree, in view of tbe increasing diffi­
culties in purchasing food in Central Europe which is 
further complicated by recent events in Hungary, that 
if :funda oan be made available by Jewish organizations, 
to purchase certain food products in Portugal tor the 
relief of groups of Jewish refugees not included in the 
plan transmitted in the Legation's telegr&~ 1334 of 
March 4th. In particular Intercross desires to assist 
three refugee camps in Croatia where food conditions 
reporoed precarious by their delegate. Intercross proposes 
to ship from Lisbon by Marseilles via Intercross ships 
since transporta~ion from Portugal is expensive and slow. 
In"tercross inquires whether the War Refugee Board could 
obtain appro val of the blockade authorities. JJav1.certs 
would be necessary. 

HARRISON 

DJR/RCG/mjb 
In u1 pl. to CA 

...... "' ...... --- ~-----~ 

with 



--

To : 

Ood" 

- f L DE LA CROIX-ROUG E 
U80NN1ER8 DE G11ERRE 

Departulent 

5 • 

[CASE FILE] 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date Karch 25, 7 

No . 1850 

Charged to . 

PARAPHRASE 

® 
p.m., 1944 

Following refers to the Legation's 1774 of March 23rd. 

Stated by Intercross that the recent developments 
in the Balkans necessitate a change in the entire plan 
o! action and express doubt as to whether it will be 
possible to obtain from Hungary any more foodstuffs. 
further report will be made in a few days by Intercross . 

HARRISON 

IDR/RCG/mjb 
In trtpl, to CA 

~. --- . 

M ~. de Sec.o\us da Ia Cro•.t-Rou.g• tntem• Uonale. 
~ • 1 Comrn•••lon ta--. 

Ad"es&et Ia corut5P ance II 4, Coura de• aasuona. Gen•'f• 

with •• 

t 

r­

"il!l!l ' 
:l.- • 
i1n 

now 
!1. 

i 
ssi-

to 

e . 



.. .:11\ 

L D E 
USONNIERS DB GVE.RRE 

GENL·;\ E. March ~7tl, 1.,4/ . 
1\d•h 1lu CoD!if'll ~~in;tinal 

The ltttest evonts in .Iungary and thl.l rumours about 
a possible occupation or Slovnki~ and Rumani• will of ne- ~ 
cessity 1n£luenco consider~bly tb~ activities or the Inter­
.ational Committee of the Red Cross on behalf of w:~r victiJU 
in those parts of Europe . l.(oreover, the la::t pos3.l.bill- · 
tir~ or jccuring foodstuffs in noteworthy quantities within · 
Europe seern to be dwindl:l.ng away. The Commission Ui:xte 
will inform you of these erowln& dif£i~llties in purc:asinp , 
and that certain adjustments Will have to be made as £ar ~~ 
the Joint ' s 100 .000- dollar scheme is concerned. 

We are sure that the \,ar Refugee :aoard 1llll agr ee 
w1 th us ll'hen we say that rapid action is essentin.l :lf the 
United states Government' s intention of r escuinv certain 
particularly stricken groups of refugees i s to be pn<: into 
effect. The latest events have shown once more that 
what would have still been feasi bl e a few months ago has now 
been rendered impossible bocauso act i on hn, come too lat e . 

Tha Intern~tional Commi t tee of t ile Red Cross has 

I 
experienced t his over and over ag:lin du:rinr this war, and 
that is the reason nhy we so ver y strongl y urge the necessi­
ty of acceptinP our sug~estion to sene us a 3 r apidly ns 
po:sible a considerable stock o£ par cels of f ood and under-
we~r . As w& have ~tggested , wa would hol d these in 
resPrve 1n Geneva ~nd we woull" draw upon them according t o 
requirements, but only aftor havinr contacted tl:e War 
Refu eo Board ' s r epresentative ~t Bern to nhom we woul d 
supply all infox~ation and con~rol voucher s he may desire. 

Kr . ThL~el J . Roar,an 
Commnr cial Attache 
Logntion of tho United States of Americ~, 
B E R II 

... 11itb •• 



W.-1'*~' ~l•1n I Nl? 
l;\ttdlfiUtti111J 

r-• s 
A I 

COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AOENCE CENTRALE DES PRJSONNTERS DB OUERRB 

UU·,. "tltUtROI"UOOII" 

G, 59/2. ZA/00 
ns;~r-~~~~~~~ 

LE"~T!ON 0, TH• 
UNIT oJ ~ ns 0' AMIIUCA 

RF ) ?8 HAfiS 1QII 

o BER N o 

De:rr llr. Rea<'" n , 

The latest event:: in ;rungary and tbo rumo'lrs aboat 
a possible occupation of Slov~- and Rumani~ Will of ne- H 
ces~ity influence considPr~bly t activities of the Inter-· 
national Colll1littee or the Bed Cross on bolu.lf of war victiJD 
in those parts of Europe. !.lorcover, the la:~t possibill- • 
ti.ee of securing foodstuffs in notowortr.y quantities w.l thin 
EUrope seem to be d~dling away. The Commission Uixte 
will infom you of theso gro"lling difficult!'" in purchasing, 
and that certain adjus'tl:lents Will have to be m"de as far as 
the Joint ' s 100 .000-dollar scheme is concerned. 

We are sure that the war Refuree Board will agree 
with us when we say tna+ rapid action i~ ossenti~~ if thn 
United states Govornment's intention of rescuing cert~in 
particularly stricl~en groups of refugees is to be pu+ into 
effect. The l&test events have shown once more that 
what would have still been feasible a rew mantis ago has now 
been rendered impossible because action rAs come too late. 

Tho Intern~tional Committee of the Red cross h~s 

I 
experienced this over ancl over ag'lin durin~ tbis war, and 
that is t he reason why we so very strongly urge the necess.1-
ty of accepting our suggestion to send us a3 r apidly as 
pos~ible a considerable stock of parcels of food and urAer-
wear . As we have s•lggested, .e would bold these .1n 
reserve in Geneva and l'fe would draw upon thea accordi.ng to 
requirements, but only after havi!l8 contacted the t:'ar 
Retuueo Board's representative nt Bern to w3om we would 
supply all information and control vouchers he may desire . 

~r. Daniel J. Roar,en 
Commcrci~l Att~che 
Legation or th United St~tos of ~eric·, 
B R R 11 

Adre~s,... Ia eorre!tpottdanee b ,_. Comml~-tiOn Mlxte de Secoura de ta Cro,•·Rouge lntamatJona1e, 
4, Couts d•• 6aettone, 6-en.>lt 

with .. 



... 

.. 

-:!-

..,.. -1:l.~,· 
.... 9 ~ J.-~-r. 

c. a: r. n u D c .u-r-: 

It i3 with the ,rospect in view tr~t tho sltuation 
of refueees ma) become still worse in gurope and that noth~~ 
ought to be left undone to save human lives -- we a£ain point 
out the necessity of helping detainees in concentration 
c1mps and particularlT children in certRin parts of Euro P -­

thnt 'll'e ask the Al!lerican Lo~ation to suvror" our scheme, 
providiDS it agrees with it, and to lay particul•r stress on· 
speedy action. B7 suggesting that ..-e put before the L~"a­
tion all material it may desire, we believe that we have 
taken into due account the reserves which the Economic War­
rare lltlght make towards our activitil'S· 

Thanking you in advance, dear Ur . Reagan, for all 
the t rouble you are taking in this matter , we are 

yours sincerely, 

!jfc,~p} 
(Dr. J . E. SchwarzenJ'rg) 

Adr.uer l4 cone~dance & 'D Comm,a•lon Mttte de Secour• de le CJol&·Rouge lntemaUonela, .I Coura d•• BlltJOn&, aen6v• 

with 



-• 
' 

Bern , April l, 19~4 

Dr. j . X. ~· Botrwarzanuerg, 
)lea'ber or t.be neore1.u..rie t. ot t.ho 

Int.arnktional Comaitte• of tbt Red croao , 
Pe.laia du CollSaU-Oinerlll 

Geneva . 

Da•r Dr. de Sobwar$&Rberg: 
I ~ould like to acknowledge the raoei~t or 

your letter of llt~rch 27th , 1944. A aiJliiiii.U" of 
t.be 0 rservations rou make in your 1:1 t.ter baa bean 

telegraphed t.o t.ba ne~artsant. ot state tor t.he 
a ttant.ion of the war Refugee Board. I shall not 
!ail to 1ntora yo\l "hen ti.Le Legation baa reoe1Yad 

a reply . 

DtJJliel ;r . n .. ae.r.n , 
c~ercial Attaoho 

AdretJser 1a corre1ponoa"ce ~ Ia Comm•e1..1on M~ate de Secour• de 1• Ctoi..C· Rouga ln'--rnettonatt 
•· Couro du s .. t•ono, Gonh• ' 

with 



-- ""'-' ~ (u.., - to,~t ovtl ~vl-'\i 
-:.. • " ' ' r ~ r , -

• COMMISSION MIXTE 

' leAsE FJLEI 

TELEGRAM SENT 

To Departlllent 
Date: Aprtl 1, midni~ht, 1q44 

No· 2031 

Code: 

... 

Cha r ged to: 

PARAPHRASE 

Plense refer to our 1850 "Merch 25 . 

Ther,. is r,iven ~low a suJmt!lry of a letter dated 

Merch 27 from ICRC: 
1 . Activities of Intercross on behalf of war victims 

in HUllgQTY ann Slovekia will e affected by •vents in 
Hun"ary an<i the -posf' ibll' occupa,.ion of rlun,_ary and 
.:>lovakia. It is furthennore st~t~>d that the last 
possibilities cf obtaiJling relief of foodstuf~s ftithin 
Europe is appsrP.ntly dwinoline an-i certain adJustments 

2. If ,\ .r Pefugee i3oard' s plans -co r .. scue certain 
particularlY stricKen groups of refugees are not to be 
too la"tP rapid action is necessary . R~ference paragraph 
"three of the Legation' s l36E of l•·arch 6, nec!'ssity of 
accep"ting sug. estion to send it parcels of food and under­
w~ar urged by Intercross . The parcels would be stored 

in Joint 100,000 aollPr rPlief program nece9sarJ. 

in •~eneva and dispatched only af-cer the concurrence o! 
the represen-cative of the \'iar Refugee 3oa:rd to whom conuol 
vouchers conld be !:!•lpplied to15ether with f'1ll in!olll'ation . 

}. Reference parA~aPhS Bl and Cl of tne LegationVs 
13b6, n~c .. ssi"t:; ot airl w prisoners in concentration camps 
8!1d children l n certain parts of Europ~" emphasized by Interoros~. 

Acceptance of Iu tercross p'!Oposals strnngly recoliiL!''"nded 

by L"cation. 

TJJR/RC-;/imp/mjb 
Pare. in ttirl. 

HARRISOtl 

ly 

t, Cour• d•• Baeuona. G•n•'t'• 

Adresser Ia cone-tpondance 6 le Comnua11on M1da de Secou•• d• ta Croll-Rouge lnlernatJonate, 
'· Court det Ba•ttonl. Gen•v• 

rlth 



-- 1J_ .~ ... 1 

S E C 0 U R S AvJ. c, / ..~-~ DE 

Sl.t ~ - ~'4 mlfl ~vl.a..J 
.7! t ~ II <'t o 

COMMISSION MIXTE 
DE LA CROIX-ROUGE INTERNATIONALE 

COMitt tt-ITfiMATIOHAI. Of: V. CJ:OlX·lOUOE 

Tt"pt\on•• 1 n n l 
.... ..... 

,.._ .... ......_ Crol"'ht (hne ... 
Colfl'!,te d• c.,iqu .. put11u•1 1.11 

v .. , 

tr. _., Filanll 

e.fl":VIC£ VI\"R_E& 'Vtt'EMEKTS 

10, -,tue CMtiU·I!k»rl1•t 
1t!tohrone &•n 

8£RYIC£ Pt1ARMACEUTIOUE 

._ Ptue Ctl•flt ·&o' ••I 
"li.,f\• "' ~eDtt. 

Ul' 

p 

c. 

110r1 0 ' THe 
'0~ AM~RICa. 

-4.A. oi 1Q44 
o o~~N o 

Dear Sir, 

GENNE, Ia AprU }:rd, 1944 
., cavilS on IAS1lO"S 

Doni.el J . Reagan, ::eq. , 
Co~orcial •ttachc 
Legation of tho United States of ~rica 

Be r n e 

Ia wish to aub..Ut to you four usts of IDI!<lical 
SUP!'lies and. surgical dreseint."ll which we have be'en ~eel. to 
purcn.ase ond send to the Jewish refugees in t\waania, J:herasienstad~ , 
Craoow, Bollarul end Upper ;;Ueaia· 

rhe sum required !or the purchase or tnese aupplle3 
uaa been put at our disposal by ~he Joint Distribl.tion Co...m.ttae 
and this aoti.on haS tho support of tl1e 'ilar .~efugee Board· 

~ .. same letter haS been sent to .:r. 3ulli:,.an, 
CoJ:Qa.rcial Secretary of the iiritish Legation, in Berne . 

The Joint Relief Co ... u.:"oiOll of 
the Intornatio~ ~ed Cross 

,JG,_.,;t:; I ~/I 

Ad•eue< to eorre•po•~ance a e Comm•ollon Modo de Seeou•t de Ia Cro~a·Rouge lntomol!onole, 
4. Court de• 8-athona, G•n•v• 

... 
Ad,eu• lo correspondarce l ta CornmJIIJOn M111a de Sacou't de Ia Cro•x-Ro.uge tntttn•Uonol.e, 

'· Cou,. dto Baotlono. Gen&•• 

witb 



L 1 • \ 

of .-41.1 81lPPU•• 81li euxs1* U.•~ 
tor \be :1 .w1U rJu«M• u 1twUIII1& 

,.ooo 
...... ooo ,.ooo 
l u1 ov.l 

.:•600 
2' 000 

900 

tol:rl\.ain \abl•'• 
Ti.\~ tlllll•h 
01.-lli.., 
l'I:IJ\l.n \alll•U 

1f111"t»\10 _... ~CII/5a 
" • lJJ.;";a 

pu-oel• ~llit\io oo\\On wool • 225 q 

ewiell fr!'!D 
11~·-
) ' ~-
1.'7W·-
11000-

eoo.-

,co.-

Adru·-la 
eone'Spond• nce ll Ill Comtnln jon Mtde de Secourt de ta Crota: .. R ' t •"' •. Court doo Baouono, Glnho ouge n ornouonalo. 

with .. 



• 

SAe' of .-4-1cal ~u·• 11114 .,.r;lw ue••'-~ 
for ~·~'0'1' lilA ~ 1n \M r.•~~Tb004 

,co.-

Adresser lo corr• spondanc..a & le c •• 4~~=~';;'"" Ml•t• do Secouro de lo Crol du Baotoona, G••••• •·Rouo• lntornouonale, 

wit h 



LS.d of !IP41Nl ~nlill• c4 ~eel. U.Qas.ns­

fo1' t.be •J11llacabll trn"""''.-9.wu•" e~ 
- .. ,. 1.a \118 ~ 

150' 000 1'ol)'rl'a:S1n taltlah 

'2 kC &014• pooJ'biJdO· O,O, ('41.\a.aiD C) 
lJO s 100 \alll• 1MoO.,a (VS.teai» :&-~:0110'lu) 

IP s l ':JO \ &i>\.• nerwt'fa {Vi -t.,»Jl '151) 
6 s 2') ~. 1laQtr.trforU ('f'i\.-111 Ill) 

12 lt 2'} ell. ~t~ticl.U 
• s 2~ \a..t. t.&l'iaoa l2 s 2'} fin· r.a~l!D>'raru (n\pl.JL c) 

2IJO s 1~ tabl• ~ ~~" 
Zl s 2) ~a'Dl• ~col 

200 s 1.DO ~ ~ua 4
1

000 talll· ~1Jt1C (a.txopio-PII..,-rl.ll) 

IP s 50 'oalal· n ~xo;tyooarll' o , 0005 vOOO ~· ~f'f•1A·~r·•.:U.qliO• 0,2 
c.•DOO ,~. Qo!-teiA•nat.:r·..U"'uo. o,t5 
4' 000 t;J&D1· ~\~· U:UCJ1ll0• 0 , ) 
t •OOO \abl• "I&Jb'\Ol·~iO• 0,~5 
6•000 iabl· \)04a1Jhll'b0~ :oorl-0• 0,02 

,ox 1'}0 talll· cal.ol.P s.n40~ 
IP s 500 p Calcilllll ~ ~a\e.l 
1/J s 1.0 .-. cal.oJ.U& !aJillo• to1o 5 oc 

1/J s 200 talll• ~· 
,._ - 5o') :11. 1.0 eo lJI.p'Ua14 ~4 

- e s 1.00 .. JUS.~ .. u¢4 
60 s l / 2 ._,. 'IGil1a 1'-.e\li .. Ul 

10 s 2,0 tabl· 'h}..ain 
l2 lt 250 \a'll• ~~ 
11 .. , ~· utJ:eJb!>.U 1 ..,. 
u s, ..,. 9\TO-p!IO•it. o,') o.Jil 

10 s 100 h'bl· GJMn:tl' 6 s, .... ~ ...... 0,5.,. 
., ll. ~ \&lil• ~Mr0-'f1of0t'A 
1/J s ~ calllliJl 1,1 Go' 
), fl.· eo~ uqlliA 15 oo:a 

Aor~~r..ser la 
'• Cou,. dU lluuono, ~•,o:;:. do lo Croix-Rouge lntomobooalo, eotrespondance & IO Comm•••lon Mlxt. dl S 

., with 



!lje/rva 

7twr R.f(l'r191N 

tM R,.(tT'MI~e 62/7/2-,/44 

Def!r Rese:an. • 
' 

The Joint Relief Commission of the Interna­
tional Red Croaa intorm me tba t they h..'lve writ ten to ~ 
you in the ewue terlll8 as to me regarding a list of · 
rurchaaee o~ medical supplies and surgical dressings 
which the Com:r.ission has beer. asked to purchase 
and send to the Jewish refugees in certain occufied 
terri tori ea . 

As the funds tor this rurrose have been put 
ai. the dieroeal of the Com::.iaeion b-J the Joint 
Dietributicm Oom.mi ttee with th"' eupport of the War 
Refugee Board , I take it that this ie a matter which 
ia eov~rned entirely by the iPaue of a licence from 
the U.S . Authorities enabling the Joint Distribution 
Com-~ttee to deal freely with their funds . 

I am, therefore , inclined to rbg&Xd 

\ 

rurcbases o:f medical SUl plies as outside rtJ1f 
and as no'" being subject to the eatab U.sbed 
regarding £lied relief _purchases or the ne 
regarding International Red Crose purchases 

these 
co!:!petence 
procedure 
procedure 

generally . 

I Should, however , be grateful for your views 
before r~plying to the Joint Relief Comniaei~n. 

Yours 
aincT:'l .•.•... 

D. J. Reaga~, Esq., 
u . ~. C ~ercial Attach4 , 
Be r n e . 

W.J~ 
(Coli. ~rrcl .1 ~acretary. ) 

SEP 

M 
•t de Secour• de Ia Crol:lt·Rouge lntemauonale. 

d • Ia Commtnton t ... • 
Ad•e ~er ltl correspon AJ'\t.e 4, Court del 8asuona, Gen•~• ... with .. 



To 

Cod€> 

~ 

t'nMMISSION MIXTE DE SECOURS vf - -
[CASE FILEJ ~ c"~ ~ .. .r. 

TELEGRAM SENT 

D,.partm&nt Date April 6, 11 a . m., 1944. 

No 21~2 l-ondon : 539) 

a 7 ® Cha rged to. 

U::> URG!':NT 
:teference is !II"-de to the Legation ' s 1~34 , L.aroh 4, 

paragraph #1 (E) . 
AS outlined in the above tale~~;ram , a list or medical 

suppli~s ana surgical dressin;e tor ~urchase shipment 
Ja\"ish refueees has been aubmitted by the L:ixed Relief 
Commission of Intercroixrouge to this and the writish 
Le~;;;ations . Insulin .,nd what appears to be narcotics are 
among the supplies . Is the Legation correct in its belief 
that, .. ince the rurcha3e is rrom funds rrorr. the Joint Dis­
tribution Committee turned over to the Re~ Cross under 
license rrom the Treasury with full leaway, the li.,t afore­
mentic~ed is not ~ubject to the joint approval of trtis 
and the "Rritish Legation and that nc1:·cotics and insulin 
are not r quired to be r eferred to London jointly under 
instruction~ contained in the exchan~e of tele•rams between 
ME and the ritieh Le~ation (please see London's 44 of 
february Z5 to Legation in this connection)? 

bs a reoly to the Uixed Relief Commission iS being 
ithheld by chis Legation, the early instructions of the 

Depert~ent are requestea . 

Repeated to London as Eern ' s no . 539 . 

HARRJSON 

UJR :nf 
In quintuplicate 

Adraue< Ia corrMPO"dance a •• Cornmlu•on Mtllo de Socou•• do lo Crola-Rougo lntornobonalo, 
~. Courl del Buuon•, G•n6ve 

with .. 

= 



From· 

Code 

~ 

COMMISSION MIXTE DE SECOURS j' 

(CASE FIL.E) 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

Dep rtmen't Date : April 8, 7 p.m., 1944 

No: 1198 

7 a Reca1vod. t.p~ll 9. 8 o.c. 

PAR I'lRASE @ 
Following &essage !rom 'the or P.eful'ee Board 19 for 

the L!!nister: 

Reference is mo e to your telegr!IJ:l No . 1828, or 

!.!arch 24 . 

Please deliver the follow ng urgent message from 
tte Wcr Refugee Board to the International Red Cross 
wi'th re~ard to the proposed purchase or !ood in Fortugal 
by the International Red Cross to aid three reru·e~ 
c~ps in Croatia. 

"In order that the licensing or the necessary 
remi ttaoces rr;s'· be expedited, please advise the Wnr 

eruree Eoerd at once with resard to the following 
roints: 

1. The nstionality and the o~ber or per­
sona in the three camps to whom aid is 
to be ex: tended; 

2. An estimate or the cost which would be 
involved; 

3. The type ot rood to be urchssed tor 
packs in~ 1o Portupal, end 

4. A,Ssur nee that such rood sup lies Ylill 
be received bv the intended bener1c1ories". 

/nrm 

Ad•e 
01 

Ia cone pondai!Ce a 
1 

Comrnlu•on Millo da Sacou•• de Ia Croix-Rouge lnlomo~onolo, 
4, Coura d11 Ba•Uon~ G•n•v• 

with 

n 

tl 
~ 

"' ~ 
~ 
0 
% 
;... 
t"' 

~ 
'• t:! 

n 
::0 
0 

Lry , 

Ul 

<-< 

~ 
gj 

"" i5 
!11 .., 
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~--

COMMISSION MIXTE DE SECOURS ;{ 

' [r:ne CopY] 

Dr. J. F. de Schwarzenberg, 
Member o~ tbe Secretariat of the 

In~rna~onal Co~ittee of the Red Crose , 
Palaie du Coneeil-G6n6ral 1 

Gemva. 

Deer Dr. de Schwar.unbar&• 

Reference t. made to your letter o! 18roh 23 1 

1944 
1 

oonoernints the proposal to purohue in l'ortu­
gal foodatu.t:ts to be supplied to three interll:ll<mt 
oampe 1n Croatia. A. su111111L17 of JOUr _.rroposal was 
telegraphed to ~e American authorities ao4 a reply 
nas now been received. fhe Le5ation 1e requested to 
traruuait to yon the following CIBB!I~B frOID tba War 
Ba!U6ae Board: • 

8 In order that tne licensing or the 
neoesa&rf remittsnces -y lie expedited , 
please :~d rtse th8 lar Retuaee Board at 
once with re;;;ud to tlle !ollollin& points~ 

1. The nationality and t te nuwaber 
o! persons ill u. :thrv~J c& ps to 
wh.OIIl a d iS tO b 8 extelldad; 

2. An eet1csate <)"[ tne cost waion would 
oe in•olved; 

3. t.oe 1.n• ;)f food to ~ purchased for 
~ota&1 · 1ri ";~ortu 1 ., d 

4. Uturance t. at eucn tooCl auppliea will 
be rece1 ved. by toe intended benat1c11U"ies. • l-

It w uld be a 0reo1ated it you wJuld rcrward your 4 
reply to tbe above iuqlli.Q' to :the U! get.ion for tronami•a1un 

to the •~r Refugee Board. 

Very truly youra 1 

Daniel J . Rentan 1 

eo ... roial Attaohi . 
4; c.,..ourw au beauona-. own•v• 

Ad'~ Ia corruoondane• 6 '" Commotllon Mo.<lo de Socouro de Ia Cro••·R•ull• tntorn~~bonal .. 
4, COutl des 8aauont, Genlv• 

'lllitb .. 



COMMISSION MIXTE DE SECOURS 

DE LA CROIX-ROUGE INTERNATIONALE 

Ttltpfto••• ~ 
...._....,.....,_ 

•'· nt EV/ma 

SERVICE \IJVR.ES 4 V£TEM£NT8 

10. ~. Ctl•t!•, Bot~ntt 
T61. phona ~~~~7!1 

IERVICE PHAAMACEUTIOUE 
.t Ro.11 Ol•rt• l\on• 11 

ftle"'t~. n• ~O:S&! 

Mr Daniel J . REAGAN 
Commercial Secretary to the 
Legation of u.s .A. 

t -• OPI OF Tl41! 
UN T u • •" OP AMI:RICA 

Rf '.).A ft. 1Q44 
B e r n 
Mr William John SULLIVAN 
Commercial Secretary to the 
British Legation 
~ e r n 

o r "'IN o 

Re : gift of 100' 000 dollars in a id of jewish 
deportees and refugees in various countries .-

Dear Sir , 
We take the liberty to apply for 

your agreement concerning purchases to be made 
by means of the above gift . 

Owing to the present difficulties of 
maki~ purchases in Hungary , we have been ob­
liged to alter slightly our original purchase 
program and to contemplate ordering Swiss mer­
ch~ndise on a larger scale , eo as to avoid any 

delay. We intend to utilize the sum of 
100' 000 dollars • 429 ' 000 Sw. Francs 

as follows : 
Pharmaceutical products Sf'r . 100. 000 . - , 
regarding which our Pharma-
ceutical Dept . is getting 
into touch with you. 
Transnistria and Bessarabia '' 
wh~ch ~11 be trans!erred to 
tbe Delegate of the IRC at 
Bucarest for local purchases . 

Cracovia 
entirely intended !or buying 
Swiss products wnich will be 
sent in one consignement . 

100. 000 . - , 

100.000.-, 

300. 0.-

. / . 

AdrostOf Ia correspoodantv • Ia comm11110n Mo•t• do Socouot de Ia Cro••·Rougo lntornouonale, 
~. Courl del 611t10n1. Genev• 

Ad•H!.!< lo cone>p001daneo l lo Commln•on M"to do Socou.- do Ia CrooJ·Rougo lnlomobonolo, 
4, Coura del Bubon•. GenlJve 

'll'ith 



- 2 -

Sfr . ~oo . ooo .-

Tberesienstadt 
of Which Sfr 40 ' 000 would be used 
for purchases in Switzerland. The 
goods would be placed in our bon­
ded warehouse at Geneva for despatch 
together with foreign merchandise . 
Camps in ?ranee and ut¥er Silesie . 
which we are tenrpor ar y ret aiDing 
as a reserve for intended purchase s 
ot Hungarian commodities at a sub­
sequent date . 

.. 89'000 .-, 

.. 4()'000 .- , 

Sfr . 429 ' 000 .-

As you will seefrom the foregowing , it 
is our intention to buy Swiss products to the value 
of approx. Swiss Francs 140' 000.-
and we should appreciate your confirmation that this 
plan meets with your approval . 

Awaiting your kind reply , for which we 
thank you in anticipation, we beg to remain, dear Sir , 

yourth very truly 
Joint Relief Commission o~ 
the International Red Cross : 

~ 

Adn•u"' 1o corresPOodanc:e b •• Commo .. ooo Mollo do Socouro do lo Crolt·Rougo lntorJioUoMio. 
4. Coure del 8ei \JDr'l.l, 6en.YI 

with 

E 



.... .... 

COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
--·~v ....,.~TRALE DES ~RJSONNXERS DE GUEllRE 

To · 

Code 

ll(U• [CASE FILE) 

TELEGRAM SENT 

:ler;artrnent 

t•; t.~.;I::;r 

rhc follov.in 

~ba~sy in Lon1 n 

?nr 

Date April l ' . , 1944 . 

No P.3C5 (Lonaon : ;89) 

Cha rg&d t o. 

{ _;, 
~...I 

l")hr 

• er ted to the 

.:6 9 . 

rr ' r .... lv'"4 ~;..r 

1\lO,OOC 

ve hn., nov1 

been ref0rre liY ~he Joint .{eli ! ·=1ss1on to the 

~= rcial Jritish colleee;ue for 

anr rov l. 

~pril 6 is raqueated hil oorly ro~pl:r to its ni:' of • 

lbt.t.e:· tel ~~:r.m s ... "'"t e ted ~o London es 

!l . • J . 

RArl .. 'II9o:r 

LDR:nr 

In qua ... ruplicst•· 
---..;:>~~~copy rc.r r~r . nl.l u • s at ention 

Ad• d$tef Ia com..,ponda >ca ~ •O Comm•ttlon Mlalo de Secourt de Ia Croi•·Rouge lnt.rnauonala.. 
4, Cours dll 61JUOnl, a.,.v. 

witll 



~n" P-o•,.ao, I »!) 

1 f"\~~h"n. ' fl w 

COMITt. INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
A.OBNCE CENTRALE OE8 pR.JSOI'I"NIBRS OB 01lERRE 

tl F.~ l·Sl:. 1\pr.i.l l?tu, 1944· 
P•l•lt du Con•"il (;,.o .. ul 

ltl~ "IJTUUOlliOUII • 

t tO'I O' Ttl!! 
to\$ 0 ' UIII!IIIC~ 

20AVk. ~ 
o e e:RN • ~ vmuol J . R~ao; n 

Cat:ltl rcl 1 fttt.ncho 
Le;;atlcn or t o United Jt!\tcs or AJ:lt'rlc~, 
Jl R 11 

Deer Mr . Fea• n , 

lola7 I L e1ili .,ou for your letter of A t•il 11th 
concernin t~e purchnso of i'oodst\•rfs in Porto~ l. to b 
su~pll~d to Je iGl lnt~rnees in Croatia. We si 11 ans e 
the questions put to ns by the ar I\efu ·eo Board as soon 
as pos:ible an·:l I ru:: r,la~ to nota th,.. p,q attituee seems 
to be ravourable to our proposal . It will bo easy to 
give n positive ansl'ier to point~ 1) , ?) :m' !) • I am 
naitl.ng ad:litional inforont.i.oll ,,_ t'"'int 3), oocm1~o , 
to simpllrY mnttors, r.o thought 1 eX?cdient th3t the 
11
JOnv!u in Lisbon should proceed itecli to ouy foodstuffs , 

r. lch would be handed over to our delegation tnere for 
shipcent. Thu:J, no tr~nsfer or funds ould be nece s ary, 
and we ope that th~ Joint people in LisbOn will be n·le 
to ~ecure the appro ri~ o mer chandi se i n th~t country . 

Ho
1
in• to be in a positi on to ~ive you ar. 

answer :~oon, I am 

sincercl)' yours, 

Ad•euw Ia corrttSP<l"dan.,. A Ia Commouoon Mlorto dt Secour• da Ia Crota-Rougt lntemol!onolo, 
4, Court des Bat1lona. G•n•v• 

'll'ith .. 



I 

I' ' 

"· 
IV 

»r. J. !. de 5chftarcen~erg, 
•ember or tne Secretariat of the 

International. Co!Dlll1ttae o! tlla ied Crose, 
Pulaia du Conae1l-G6n4ral, 

Oaneva. 

Dear Dr. de Sol:ll'rarzenberg• 

I wisn to thank .JOU .ror tour letter of J._pril 19, 
19~~. oonoeTD1~ the purcbaae o! !oodatu!!a 1n 
Po~al tor <rew1Bh internees in croatia. 

Your suggestion tnat tne Joint Dietribution 
Com:ait t ee purchase tba ~oodstn:f!s in .Po~al and 
deliver thalli to yo-ur delegate lD Lisbon ha.IJ 'been 
transaitted by telegru to the War a•.rugea Board 
for 1 te oonsideration. I ahall not f ell to inforll 
you as so-on as a repl7 lla3 oaen reoa1. ved by tba 

Legation. 

I "~• lookin& !onward to racei viii& your fu-th•r 
report conoernin<; tile otnar pointe of inqU.irl' raiaed 
\)y tbe tar R.ru&e• Board. 

Ad•~ Ia co<<t 'IJOOdance a •• Comm•••••" MIII\O de Stcoura de II Cro•a·Rouge lntornottcnule. 
4, Court des Bullona. G•n•v• 

with .. 



~ 
COMMISSION MIXTE DE SECOU RS J__1 
DE LA CROIX-ROUGE INTERNATIONALE 

COMRt: \NtnHA1'10 H..U. Of. I..A CI:OIX~JOVO£ LIGUE DU SOCJ!f!S Dt: LA C.• OIX-t.OUOf. 

j 
..... 

f6"phOMI t U 'JI 
6 12,. 

Allir-- ~...,._ CMIJftht Gtnl'f'l 
CoMpl• •• cht.qu .. po•taua t I 7t 

I.~"AT'OM Of THI 
U,.1l \. l '"'S OP AN.IItt 

R' 
GEN~VE, Ia 21 at April 1944-
., COUIS DU I.MliONS ~ I • I . 1-{ if 

J..r Daniel J . REAGAl\ ~ 1 
Co=ercial oecretary to 1\ l 1. (,, v v l ,....L. 

oSER No 

E 

the Legation or O. o:. . A. r"" · -(t,1f !e J..{ 
B e r n ~ ... ( \. ~TJ. ,_. 

,¥ ,., CI/ms 

S£ .. VtC.£ VlVRES 6 VtT'£.MENT& 

10. Ave Ch•l nt·8oMtl 
fti.pho"• !ilti2'D 

St£AYIC£ PHARM.-.CEUT I QUE 
4 RL~e Chan••- 8ofl"'ll 

r•ltgftc.n• ~-· 

a.r William J:i . SULLIVAN 
Commercial Secretary to 
the oritisb Legation 
Bern 

Re : Two applications for export of mercb~dise 
forming pa.rt o..: the purchase program iD con­
nection with tbe gift of 100.000 dollars in 
..id of Jewish depo::.tees and r efugees in va-
rious countries. 

Dear Sir , 
ne beg to refer to our letter of the 12th 

inst . notifying you of the alteration mude in our 
original purcoase program concerning the above 
gift and wish to inform you that we have to- dal 
submitted. the following two export applications 
to the "Section importations et exportations du 
D~partement ll'~dera.l de 1 ' l:.conomie Publique" : 

a) 60 cases each containing 100 cans 
apple jam - total vblue str . 9 ' 000 . -

b) 100 cases each contJining 60 cans 
midd.le- fine green peas - total value 
efr . 6 ' 840. -

Theee goods are intended for despatch to 
Theresier.st dt . 

Seei~ l;h .t this m.ercu t;dise forms part 
of a plan 11llich met :vith your approval , we should 
be very ool~ed i! 1,ou would use your influence 
u.s a member of the 't.ixed CoD!lllission" in order to 
back up our applications . 

'le take the liberty to rely upon your in­
tervPntion and hope that our appllcations will 

. / . 

Ad·~ la cor1~SpOndDI\Cfl 6 1o Comm•••JOn Mt$ d• Seeoure d• Ia Crohl·Rouge lnte m•-tonale, 
4. Courl d11 8aJtlone. Gene~• 
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thus be granted without delay . 

Thanking you in anticipation for ¥Our ~ind­
ness, we beg to remain, dear Sir , 

Yours vecy truly 

Joint Relief Commission of 
the International fed <::ross : ,. . r ;---v· I Jf£ivv~>~l£. 

(; 

with •• 



61U'l'ISU l.f;llA'l'ION, 
C.'OWW.flf·l"t. acttrrAIU4 T 

l r:r A llC'N t')fl T tf• BBilNE 
Ultlf 0 •f-.;$ \lf .• k1C4 

R l ?<I.AVtt 1Q.f.l 
0 BERN o 

Fo.,r 81.-{•tff.M 22nd Ar ril , 1944 • 

I 'Tc. 7 "'" ll•(<f'..... 62/7/23/44 

~ ~ L. 

Dear Res..<m , ~~1 . 
You will no doubt have received a turtt~r 

letter from the Joint Relief Commieeion of the 
InternAtional Red Croea dated the 2le~ April re­
garding e~>orte of a pple jam and green peas tor 
Jewish relief under the 100. 000 dollar ,•rop:a:;.me 
~inanced by the Joint Dietribution Committee . 

t.ay 1 suggest , in order to speed Uf. a re,Jy 
on your earlier telegrams, +net you should refer 
this case a1eo to your ~utho ities , drawing attention 
to your pre-.riou.s telegrams . 

As in the two 1revioue im~tancee , I am 
not acknowledging the communications of the Joint 
Relief Commiseion just yet. 

Yours siro~e.· 'y , 

·~J~ 
"l. J :.nl11 iV Tl 

(Collll> DrCiel Secret." • . ) 

D. J . Reacan. Ea~-· u.s. Co~ Prci 1 Lttacho , 
Jlerne . 

en•::::f tur1 tor1e• er.d genere.ll1 onrride 

blooko4e :regulntionzs. It f;t)uld thorefore onl,J 

be logical to treat tho pn-chanee lltlde thor -

'llith .. 



To 

CodE> 

Department 

fcASE FlLE) 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Date April 22 , 5 p . m. , 1944. 

No 2581 

Charged to 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to your no. 1198 or April e. 
The Internet1onel Hed Cross states that replies 

to que~tions 1 , 2 and 4 are being prepared. 'lith 

regard to question 3 it is the belief or Intercross that 

matters would be simplified it the Joint Distribution 

COI!Illlittee rurcheses foodstuffs in Portugal for delivery 

to the delegate in Lisbon or the International Red Cross . 

DJ"R:BCG: n! 

In triplicate 

ILU<RISON 

ene:;,y teiT1 torte• end generally onrr14e 

blockade niPJlntiOM • U would therefore onl,y 

b logical to treat the purch88eS rmdc there­

with • • 



DJ'R/ LDR/ ml«l 
814,2 

Copies to Dr. Rotz 
and Br1t1ab Legation 

Bern , April 24,1944. 

1o1nt Eells~ Co=al aaion o~ 
Tt~ International Red Croaa , 

4 Coura dee Baati ona, 
O.neYa, 

Dear Sire: 

I should like to ackAowladga tba reoaipt 
ot 1 our letters or A»ril 21 , April 12 and April 
3, 1944, in Which 7ou request our u~proval ror the 
proaroa or purcbaaaa both ln Sw1~zerlend an~ alsa­
,.Lere or rulial" 80o.2a to be )laid tor out or tbe 
&il"t or $100,000 troa the Joint D1a~r1lut1on Coa­
aittee. In 70ur letter or A~ril 21, 1ou BJd01f1oal­
ly aak that the Lasat1on support 7our ra queet tor 
a l1e export 11canae tor 60 casas ot apple Jam 
and 100 csaaa or cannod aroan ~··· 

Since t be United Stataa fTeasury licensed the 
/oint ntatr1hut1vn C~lttea ~o turn OYer t ho t l OO , OOO 
to tl:e Internst1~.1141 !lad Croas 'for tl.tt :reUar pu rohaae 
of tood end other eooda a1tLar ln Cwl tzarlnnd o r al ae­
where , D7 Britiso coll eague felt that t he oparatlons 
car:le~ oa by JOU UDder th1a gift are not aubJaot to 
our approYel or reference to London 111 with other ra-
11e t cu:.-ohaees C~a~de i n 1 tze I" land. ly onllaasue bas ­
ad hie o~lnion on the tact Ltat Lta lo1~t 01a t r 1ouL1on 
Caa.lt~e•e gift waa alrendy l lcansad by one or t he 
Allied l'<tHre. 

I hate referred Lila cattar t o cSUin&tnn end Len­
don for clar1t1oeL1on on3 re r et t haL a: yet I haY re­
ce1Yed no anowar. I aa tele&raphlns eea1n todey req~aat-
1ne en ureant reply. I ahnll wr ite 10u aeoin et t~a 

earliest 
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A oop1 or tbie le\ter 
0111 to ~r. Hot:. soe• to r . Sull1Yil.D and 

Yll")' t.rul}' , 

en•~ territorie• and generally override 

bloc1tad• nt)lllot1ona . It 110\lld therefore onl¥ 

be lostcal to treat ~~ purchaeell asa.c1e tbtr -

with 



To 

Go de 

-
TELEGRAM SENT 

Department ® 
Date· April 24, 7 p . ll! • • 1944. 

No 2612 (London: 6?8) 

Charged to 

Paraphrase 

uS URG2ll'T 

Reference is made to the Legation's cables nos. 2305 
or April 13 and 2122 or April 6 . 

1 . Referring to former letters, the Joint Relief C~­
mission requests the Legation's support for a Swiss export 
license for specific foodstuffs purchased 1n Switzerland 
from the Joint Distribution gift . 

2 . In reply the Commercial Attache has stated that 
neither he nor the British Secretary feels that the ~ogram 
of the International Red Cross with respect to purchases 
under this $100,000 need be referred tor approval to the 
Leg~tions under the system now bein£ discussed in London 
for relief purch8sea in SWitzerland . ~he CA added, however, 
th8t the matter has been referred to the American Embassy 
in London and to the uepartment of State, pending recei~ 
of definite instructions from the latter. 

3. According to the interpretation of the Legation , the 
IRC may purchase any and all types of products in Switzer­
land without our prior approval or reference to London, 
under the latitude of the Treasury License to the Joint 
Distribution Cocmittee. Is this a correct interpretation? 

4 . The Legation respectfully requests early instructions 
in order that a definitive reply can be made to the Joint 
tteli€f uOJ!llllission in view or the urgency of the Department's 
cable no. 279 of January 27 and others . 

Repeated to LOndon as Bern's 678, with reference to 
latter's 589 of April 13 end 539 of April 6 . 

LDR:nf 
In quadruplicate 

HARRISON 

t 

en•:!¥ terri tori•• erA p;oneral~ override 

blooll.a4• regulation!! . n wul4 thero!ore onll 

be logical to treat the purchall a aaadc ther -



,-

LDR/ald t!S 

81• .2 

Yoar Ref: 62/7/23/U 

Bern, .r1l 26 , 19<~4. 

Deer Sullivan: 

I n reply to your letter or April 22 , 1944, 
re erdine the relief Act1v1t1ea of the Intern~tional 
Red Cross with 1~0 , 000 prcvided by tbe Joint Dis­
tribution Co~ttee ~njer United Stutes Treasury 
license, I a~ enclosin a copy of the Le ~1on'e 
telegrnm no. 2612 April 24 (reronted to London ne 
the Legation's 678 ot tne awse dute). 

Tt.1e makes Ollr t.uird urt;ent telet;rru:a on the 
same subJect. You will receive un~er aepernte 
cover our letter or April 24, to the Cocmlttee. 
I did not feel that we could let ell their letters 
go unanswered. If ~e have no reply or no instruc­
tions within a abort tire, I believe tbi~ Leg·tlon 
•ould b~ just1.1ed in 1nforaing the I.R.C. that, 
for lack of inetruotions to tbe contrary, ~e must 
assume that their purcloasea under the Treasury li­
cense to tt.e To!nt can be ande without prior approval 
by us and t'!.ey include eny 11nd all produote . I 'l!iould 
tllen inform the Oep rtoent of O'll' action. 

inolos1.1re. 

Sincerely y ura, 

Lee D. Rendell 
Secretory of Legation 

Willie~ J. Sullivan, E11ulre , 
Co~rolol Secretnr1 t, 

Br1t11li Le atio , 
Bern. 

en•~ territories nerell3 override 

blockade regulati t woul.d therofore onl,t 

be lopclll to tre~- tL JW'ChaiiOO llltlde tbore­

with •• 



.-
Ul"' ,o !j 0 , THI 

IIIIIITIO • 5 or AliiiiUCA 

Rf~ 27. AVR. N• 
o B ER N o 

({tlttfi fh• rontpf,,,.,f< of 
fA,. f ,omm,.f'f'T•t! t.~m'l!f,/lor. 

{:}(i<t JJrilannr<" ,7/tnj,.,f"' ·' IJ.(Ig,drol'• 

File : 62/7/ 23/44 
A!.ll:ED REUEF DlS'l'RlBUTION 

CO!.!L;'l·~ ~EE . 

D. J , Rer ·r , 1<9'!·, 
U. J . ~,n-erci•l Attach~ , 
Be r ne . 

!he J oiht Re lie! Cv=ti. t tee 
of the In~tioLal Red Croaa , 
4, Cour• dee Baetiona, 
G e n e T & • 

26th A:pril o 1944. 

r our letters of tt.e 
U oD t.l:le &llb,ect of 

ea firumced by ~ 
(ll1atrlb\J l;i('n .) 

r t:r taf\11 L J Ol;. oull1 
;r t o you o-f April 2~tl;. 
1• letter~ un~er rater~•· 
o ~ of this l atter to 

t& . 

, J . Sullivan 
(r.o1 ~orciBl ~~cretar.J . ) 

I 72 

~ 

)UGE 
a 

s ee 
back 

le me 
ling 

ena:;r teiTi toriee ar.d gonel't!lly onrride 

blockade regulotions . It wuld therefore onlJ' 

bu loglclll to treat tbe purchaDeD made tber -

with 



'- INTERNATIONAL DE 
JBNCB C ENTRAI.E ""'"' --~ LA CROIX-Rfll ,,....E 

·"'· 

62/7/2}/44 

GentlePilo 
~ 1 r 11!er to your lettero of tte 

'5i'4r l2'tl\ ez~l 21st AI:til on t.he ~n~bleot. of 
certain ~ tro~ .. f1~ce~ '-1 tile 
Join~ Rolief oagml~ee (D1e~r1'b t1~n.) 

1 ehould be ve.J tetul H 1(1' ou14 
take l;,;r . lie~' a letter to "JO\i ot April 24tl0 
u rq re-pl.J' to the tlu:"ee ~et .en ~·r referQLOe• 

1 a111 eer.4111li a oory or tbie l.etur to 

u . Re~ ~4 to Dr· Ro~z. 

~ Jotbt ael.1e! cogmitte9 
of 'the lnterv ti.oLal. R11d Cro • , 
•• eour• 4e• BaetiOI18t 
GeneT& • 

. J . 1JW.U"nn 
(r."ll:ellroial .• crt&ter:J •) 

112 

SEP 72 
"'-

enemy terri tori•• er.d GtJnerallJ override 

blockade regulctions. It y;ouJ.4 therefore onl.Y 

b lo~c&l to treat the purelw.Deo aade there-

nth 



~ .&flt" fiO'IIal.l t I !M"'" 

1"''-'llli ~'~• 'tJ• 
TtH•t "IUUCJIIOI.IItOUil 

COMIT~ INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
AGENCB CENTRAJ.E DES PRJSONNTERS DE GUERRE 

H•rl'f"l,.r "'"' I• rrJ.HJP .. t· 

JR$/BL 

Ur. Roswell Me Clelland 
7, rue des Cbaudronniers, 
GENEVA 

Dear Ur . Mc Cl elland, 

IJENh \'Jo:, 27th April 1 q~ l . 
llt~f•l"i du t~.._ ..... ,I-Hfni-ral 

I am very sorr y not to have been able tn see 
you to-day as I lUll leaving for Zurich. I shall be back 
Friday night and will be delighted if you care to see me 
on Saturday. It" you don 1 t ring me up Saturday morning 
at llr. 5. 51 . 30, I shall call your o.ffice arter 9 . 

Sincerely yours, 

72 

vw ........ ---

enns,y terri tori•• and goneral1;y ovorr14e 

blocWe ngulotiona . It 11'0u1d therefore onl,y 

b logical to treat the pu-chaoel aade there-

with •• 



81UTI81l l.f.Cll\ 1'10N, 
f'nli\U!fU I \I, ""r.CJU-r.a.RJAT 

wje/rnL L '! t 0"" 0 Yli-:-' 
n•:RNE 

U~ T l> ..., c v 1> •lltCA 

R. 28. A I\ 1Q4.d 
r- B•f~,.,.,.. 814.2 o B£~'>1 o 

l)or R•(.-r• 62/7/2.,/44 27th April, 1944. 

ex~~ 
Dear Randall, 

Many thanks for your letter of April 26 

on the subject of the purchase and expo~ 

programmes of the Joint Relief Commission , 
the financ~ of which is undertaken by the 

Joint DistribUion Oommittee . 
As regards the suggestion which you 

make in the second paragraph, I have no permnal 

objection, but would we not be placed in rathar 

a difficult position if the State Depar~ent 

subsequentlY inform us that these transactions 
must be dealt with under the International Red 

Crose purchases procedure ? I cannot help 

feeling that the more prudent course is to 
r emain inactive until you receive the official 

reaction to your three teJe grams. It is not we 

who are holding up these exports , but the scrupulous 

Joint Relief Commission aDd till State Department. 

Lee D. Randall , Eeq., 
Secretary of Legation, 
U.S . Legation, 
!Ierne . 

Yours sincerely , 

\ 
o:. I 
1 \),...J..L... 

W.J SuTll~ 
(Commercial ~ecretary . ) 

n 
SEP 

en~ territories ~~ gencrcll7 avwrr14e 

blockade re£11let1ona. It y;ould therefore onl,y 

b lotical to treat the purchallee JDGde there-

with 



TELEGRAM SENT 

To. Department 

Code. a a 

Date rtpril 20 , noon, 1944 

No 2726 (No. 710 to London! 

Cha r ged t o: 

US lffi,;l-}JT. Repeated "to London &S .uegation' s 710. 

:c:he Col!ll!lercial Att&che, in thP eosence of a reply •• 
to nis 2bl~ of fipril 24, 23u5 o! April 13 , ana 21?2 of 
hpril b , and in V1.ew of t.he last pe.ragr&Jll ol tne Iepartment' s 
85G ci • arch 15, nas now supporl:ed , in reply to a telephonic 
rt>q_ue::t _ -r\.ll the Joint !lPlief Commission, 'l'ii th the :>wiss 
au"thorit ies, expor"t license «pplicution referred to in the 
Legation ' ~ 612 oara~rraph one , being soecificelly 100 cases 
canned pea~ valued fr>tncs 6840 a~a bO cases apple Jar~ valued 
!"ra.ncs q , 000 Y.hich Theresienst~;dt urgently req 1ires. 

~ow.,ver, "the Commercial Attach~ stated "that uis 
approval of thP remainder of the rrogram •mder the Joint 
Distribution gift is , pending clarification and 1ns txuctions 
1n replJ 1:0 the Legat1on ' s three telegr&rr~s under reference, 

e1np: ;o;i t.i:lneld . 

LDP.fioJb 
In 1:r1 plicP.te 1:0 OA 

HA..4..~'tiSO!. 

2. 

cne::y toiTUori .. and cencmU.l1 owrri4e 

bloclta4e regulation& . It y;ou1d therefore onl,y 

b loGical to treat tho J1W'Cha8811 udc there-

with • • 



. --- • 
7J);rlt fh• "'"'l'limmf• oj 

t£,. ( ommrf'rtttl f.·oun,tdlur. 

IJ(t t 1/,.tnnmr Jli.,,.,..,IJ•• ~•9alfon, 

VJIFI .. 

Pile : 62/7/23/44 

U S. ~rtl>l AUlch& v 

?. ~ "' ~~t 

llni ted Otet.e Brlbeee7 1nt'ara ue t.h.at ro­
• n behel:t o:t American Jaw1eb Joint n1.-l· ' 
referred to 1cu and 7 our o . . Colla•aa• • 
the amDimt 100,000 dollar• were r~SlttadJ. 

Allied Relief Distri~ion 

Committee. 

~ 41acraUou to III'Prove 1n thla one• van 
~~~nd to be J•e:rerrad hera. You n'!ed ret'v 
'zoe t1onall7 woul.d a r 1oual7 co~rocdee 
l:ina with wiea. In that one 1 .... do 1M 

D.J . Reagan, Esq., 
u.s . Commercial Attache , 
B er ne . 

1 

Ia. 

;. ot' a. 

in the bas y' e teleern o. 
e roce1u~c apply t o ex orto 

n runds re~1Lted at the instance 
is npplied at present to o~hor ~ed 

resent ca e or re uest n ·te 
export• hlch b ve been seen 

onG:IY terri torte a ond e;oncrell)' override 

blocke4e ro6'Jl!lt1ona . It would therefore onlt 

be lo6ical to trut the purcluuloa there-

ritb 



ll1COl1100 ~~ 
A!f8AI/. o •l llil:S 
Q'7th ~pr1l 
Noel • "1 . W. 

WC>~TAI!'J: k\)' tel .l~&. \lnHed Stet .. ~·••1 10-rcrs 1111 tb.at l'OO!t 
IJ'IU!IIIIt o ,uroh•••• bJ I .B .o. n bellel.~ o~ Amer1oiiD Jewilh JolDt D1j" 
tr1buUon Ooca.li ttee haa 'been referred to 1 u an4 JOI11' U • . ,Cnl.l.eep• · 
tor ~'ravel. em1111 PWI4• to the e1110unt 100 1000 doll ere .. re re:=J.t\14 . 

trom us 1101118 tim:~ &iO • 

\ 

11

1 

(?u .e . oovt. ) 1a anJd.cua that thU prosra:P~ eb.ould be clnl'td Dl 

quioklJ aa ,oaalble. 
v J You hD•• tnare~ore .S.deat. c11uoret1on to •I'Prove 1n t.l\111 ooae van 
1 teua which W"uld nol'UI8'lllf etan4 to be reterred here. You need re~er 
onlJ 1~ a~rovel evan a1ven exoe t.1onallJ • uld acr1oualJ co rom1•• 

\ 

aaneral. l.1n• we nave been taldna w1 t.h w1ee . In t.hll1. one• le •• do 

uraentl.lf and et.ete v"rt1ouln•e. 

t.d 11 at 

n. ot a. 

o. 

instance 
'her ed 

eneey teiTi tories and sonertU.lJ override 

blocll:ade regulatiollB • It would thertd'ore onlt 

be lo~ocl to 1;reat the JlW"OhaDeo 1184o tbert-

with 



Pr om: 

Code: 

[cASE FIL-E) 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

ordon Date : pr1l.ee, 5 .a:.., 1!1•14 

No : !17 

a a Rec eived: .1'11 89, 11 ~ - ' 

ollowinp to ~op rt ent. o en•ed to ern. 
flferonco is mp1e ~o Y ~r tela ram l • 2122 Is~ 539 to 

on~on) o~ rll Joana ~05 1589 to London) or ~rll 15 . 
• or tho ~ernrtment and . 
eiLh~r the Embos y ror tho 1nistr or -conomlc rrere 

rce ived t·~ rn the lists r toodsturr ~nd ned1c 1 su !lea 
to which re~ or nee is I!Ul!le in your tclettrll!ll :·o. 332 5, or 
• r1: w6. everthelcss, in view or your reqJest ror ~ed1 te 

act lor,, the ~istr or con ic :'lrfaro, or. A ril 27, uent 
instruct! s to the ~ri•!sh Lc at!on to exorcise the widest 
ossi le discretion and to ep rove ~ven items which norcnllv 

w uld De rererred. ~c only ~~ 11fic~t1~n as the the ~ritiah 
le nti n sh uld refer ur~ently if approval, even ~;tven 
exceptionally, would seri uslv co~~rocise tne ~eneral llne we 
have beec t~in on relicr exports with the Sw!es . 

It is urgel, O.'l 1nd1cnt.ed in the bo.ssv •s •elegrll!" r.o. 
3185, or -11 lA, that tho a ~e proce1ure npply to exports 
fro itzerlnnd tinnncod with funds re=dtt.ed o.t the instance 
or t~o or ctu·rc Board cs is ep 11c1 et present to otner ~ed 
eros exports. 

The dittir.ulty ln the rresont c~so or requestin •t.e 
ritish to e prove lists or expo~ts which h~ve been seen 

e1Lher t.v the ~tUsh 01· by u 'Ifill e ~ea11l· C~"preci ted bv 
v u. e ahou'1 oot wi~~ to m ke a simil r reouest. r in . 
rt~o~oro, in view or he excellent coo~or t1on which e 

hnve teen rece!vl rro- t e inistr~ or Econ~ic rrsre in 
~t n control r relJer hipments rr wl• e~len , Swe~oc, 

'

Fortu 1, etc. one in• tas1s , we s ul not wisb to au est 
that r ofu eo Bonrd er or•s, Unlike ol1 other roller exports, 
be subject on v the s ravel or the nlted States. 

n 
in tr1 licate 

ena::lJ' teiTi toriea and ,cnerall7 override 

blockade ngul.ationa . n .oul.4 therefore onl,r 

be loe;S.cel. to treat the purchalloa l:lll4o 

with 

there-

.. 



!..DR/D."R/nld Copy tor ~ue 8rlt1ah ~ga~lo~ 

Bern, April 29,1944. 

14 ~lew or ~h• ur6anoy wbiob you expreseea end 
or t he nat¥rt or tba ~ooda 1n ueat1on, I ha~e t oday 
wri,tea to Dr . ilotz ot the feder 1 Do~art~~nt ot Pub­
lic !conocy to su. vrt your request. Wltb regord to 
the reat or t t a ~ro~.a un~er the 100,000, ho.-~er, 
! wieb to rater you to ., letter ot A~ril 24, on the 
au Jeat . G1aca ~hat aata I bc~e sec~ anot her t ale ­
.,-u to tl.o iJeput,.ent or -tate a t aobln&ton and to 
~be -.ericon ~ba1ey at London eekln tor iaatructione. 

Dania! J. Hea&!Ul 
Camoerolal Atteoh• 

under • licence or the u.s. Trw~ -~·~­
Ql.lowo unl1tl1 ted 131earot1on to purohMe in 

CIIO!.'lY tan-1 -toriee and gonerallJ onrrida 

blockade regu.latioliS . It tiOuld therefore onl,r 

l:le lo8iccl to treat the JUrchaDoll e there-

with 



D.TR/1 DR/ nld 
Conlee for a Bri thh Leeatlon 

Dr. 

D.ar Dr. Hot z : 

Bern , Apr il 29,1944 . 

~ 
~ 

I ahould l i ke t o rarer to ., le~ter or rll 
24, ~o tLo Joint fiel!er CO£-laal n of the In~orne­
tlonnl Red Croea regardlna the roll er urohaae pro­
gr~ it intends ~o oarr1 out with 100,000 given to lt 
b7 the Joint Diatrlbutl~n Co~ttee under lioenaG br 
~te United Statea Trenaur1; a oop7 or thla letter waa 
aent to 1 u. 

You will bave noted that the Joint R lief Cam­
mlaa1on doaired the Legation to au~port ita r equeat 
tor an expor t pora1t tor 60 caeee or apple j~ end 
100 oanoa of Obnned ijreen r.oas . Aa 1 atated in CJ 
letter under rererenoe I have retorred the ~tter 
to eeblngton and to London aa to wbeth~r thG opprov­
al ot t~e ~rloan nd brltiah l.a~ationa or rater­
anne or any ite~s to London are neceaeery in thle 
oeae since the 100, 000 were 11oenaed bJ the Amorioon 
Oovornnent. The Le£et1on has aa yet received no re­
ply , but tl•• .Toint Relief Co;'llllliBlon aakod by tele­
phone that the re,ueat for export liconaas for t ho 
apple Jeo and green fOBS be treated ur gent l y . 

Since t.be two arorar.:entionod pro4uota would in 
any ceaa be 9pproveble by us , I should like ~o t aka 
~hie opportunity to request you to ~• ao good oe t o 
consider tevorably tt.e re1uest. or the .Tolnt Roller 
Co~laaion. I t~ve intor=od ny Oover~ant ot ~. 
aubatonce or this letter, while etot1n~ t.h t I have 
not e:J yet approved or the roco1ndar or the Jlroerlllll 
pond1Q6 ita fUrther inotruct.l na . 

Sincere11 y ura , 

loan Hot~. 
Director, Division or Co~roe , 

Dopartment or Public Xconom1, 
Bern. 

Daniel J. Ranson r{-­
COQr.Oroiel Attoch4 ~ ~ 

\.-

under a liomce of the U.s. Treati'UQ ""' ...... """ .. 

Allowa unl1m1'tlld d1ecret1on t o purchaae in 

en81:13' terri toriea and goncrellJ override 

blooksde regul e'UOlUI • It would therefore onl,r 

b& log1ccl to treat the JW'Cbl18eD 1184 

'llitb 

tbort-



From; 

Code: 

Keforenr~ Legr.t\on•~ oeblea 1334 ~arch •· 

212~ or April 6, P~d 230~ AprLl 1~. 

Following 1• trom FEA. 
Ye are eaklng the lln"atry or £oono•1o •~rr4r• 

to g1v~ lt• approval at once to the entire llat or 

medical auppllea and toodatutra, and to 1natruot 

rour colleague aooord1ngly . tro~t action abould 

be tekcn, eubJeot to London'• oonf1roat1on. 

HULL 

ln tr1pl1oate 

re 

r;urchnaea havo been tran~~ferrccl to 'the x.e.c.c, 

under a licence of the u.s. freaDUZJ which 

allawa unl1J:Iited d1oarot1on to pwohaoo in 

cnel:l,Y terri tori eo ar.e gon rell.1 override 

blockade regul Uonn . l1i woul.C therefore onl,y 

be lopcel to treat tho purcho.llee lllll4e thore-

with .. 



P'rom: 

Code 

.Depart11ent Date: War 1, e p.g., 1944 

No: 1600 

.,_JP'lll~ Received: :Aay 2 , 8 •·•· 

K~foren~ ~ Log~tlon'e oablea 1334 ~arch 4, 

2122 ot April 6, rnO P.~6 A~rll 1~. 

Followlng la tro~ F£A. 
~. ere nekinc the L1n1 etry or f.conoa1o WArfar~ 

to g1ve 1ta approval at onoe to the entlre l1at ot 

~ed1cal auppl~a and toodetu!ta, and to 1netruot 

rc~ colleague aooordlngly . ~rompt aot1on ahould 

br ~~en , aubject to London'• oont1rcat1on. 

HULL 

In triplicate 

re 

72 

purchaaee have been traii!Jferrod to 12le I .R.c .c. 

under a licence of t.lle V. 6. 1'r UUl'1 which 

allawe 11%1111:11 t d d1ecrot1on to purohaee 1D 

enec,y terri tori eo and sonere1ll' onrr14e 

blockade :reglllat1ollll . It wou14 therefore onl,y 

'b logical. to treat the purcllaoeo 11.&4 there-

with 



To 

Cod~ 

TELEGRAM SENT 

Department Date May 2, 10 p . m., 1944 . 

MO~T :o.:MEDIATE 
No 2?93 (London:?36) 

orr Charged lO 

Paraphrase 

Reference is made to London's 97 of ;,pr U 28 to 
the Le~ation repeatin~ ita telegram to the Department 
in answer to the Department's no. 3325 of April 26 to 
the London 3mbessy. 

1. ~l' s .~AR no. 1523 has been received by 
the British Commercial Secretary. This telegram gives 
my British colleague wide discretion to approve in this 
case even those items which normally rPqu1re to be 
referred to London . My British colleague has informed 
London in reply that he is prepared to 6ive such 
approval. 

2 . This Legation, unless it receives instructions 
to the contrary, will inform the International Committee 
or the Red Cross that it approves of the total purchase 
program of $100,000 . The Legation takes this withholding 

/ action in anticipation of Departmental instructions 
with regard to the question of policy raised in the 
Legation's no. 2122 of April 6, no. 2612 of April 24 
end London's telegram indicated above. 

~oragoing has been repeated to London as 
Bern ' s no. 736 of May 2 . 

DR:of 
In quadruplicate 

T) 

. I 11 

-
purohaeOB have beCl tranDfer.rod to Ule I.R.C. O, 

UDI!er a Ucmoe ot the u.s. 'frea.DUI'J which 

allowl unlin1ted diacrotian to pwchaae 1n 

oneii!J' terri tori eo ar.d aener&llJ onrrlde 

blockade regulntiono . It wou1d therefore onl,t 

be lopocl to treat ~o purctuwea ~· tbore­

w.lth 



~·tria 1. 5. 44 

RC/J/l5/44 

n. . 1!1n1eter 

to 

Artu r:o • • •••• 

00'01 

following pro~•• of 

purobaeea 

(a) pharllaceuUoal kroduote (1n ... lu41nc ina\lli n 

out of bond, eOlh narootioe an4 a 111111ber ot 

a .. ecieli ties not (:'raTiowtl,y referred to you 

UDder the allied releit purobaeea IICihellllJ.l Tel 

Value ro'Q&blj S!J.I'n . 6),000. 

(b) Apple.~ac and pe .. Sw.Pre . 15,600. 

2. I have informed rsJ¥ U.3. Colleague thet I 

aa pr epared to appron the aboTe it requeatetl. 

Products 1D theDalna canr.ot be eaid to give 

r1.ea to a oa:tpro!:Ua1ng e1tuat1on Tie l vie tba 

3w1oa. 

ft.• taot that we are waiTing the semral 

conditione envisaged in your t legram 1455 

parae 2 (2) and ) ~ in rJ1 rlew COII­

J;r0111ee the general Uno . 'fhi.a would be 

avoided 1! the SU6f&eti on made ~ _, colleague 

1n hie tolegram to London 5)9 of April 6 were 

adopted, IW:~~~ly toot all tblae purcbaaee ebou:d 

be ra~ded aa being outside our terme of 

refer®oe an4 therefore ae not r~quirlng ... 

approval. I undaretand the tunda tor thaoe 

:puroh.. at To bean trallllfarred to 12la I.R.C.C , 

under • l1oenoe or the u.s . !'.rel!.lllll'Y which 

allOVII unl1ai ted 41eoret1.on to pachb.ae in 

enell1)' tatTi torlH and generally override 

blockllde rogula tiona . a ~uld ther fora only 

be logical to :treat the purcheeee JII.Bde thor•-

with .. 



ther41ldth u equal.l1 tr e froiD control. 'fbi• 

wruld avoid giving tne illr~seion of adopting 

a oontraaotor.r attitude toward• on• ol .. a of 

I . R.O . treneactioM wtiU• preaaing in otner 

dil"f'c'tion<. tort he obeernance o! oondl tiona 

"tiicili create dif!ic\ildee ~or that orgsll1Bir 

t1on (1!11 tolegroll 1858· ) 
conscious 

4 • 1 -~ o! a certain e.nom.elS 

~ betlleen the aut\14• gift%1 to tb.e Jo1Dt 

Dietr1lilrtoa com:auee under tb.e u.s. 'freasurJ 

· lioenei.ll& Fooedu.re - the omtrol wb1oh 

we are ~uired to axerciae inthe oaee of 

•• 0 

't 



• 

\ 
Yile : MC/3/15/44 

Interna•ional Red Cross 
Purchseee . 

D.J. Beagan, Ee~., 
U. S. Comwercisl Attach~ . 
B e r n e • 



thr (;omm~trMl frouft.fi~l/or. D 
fJ(l. fin lannrr J]i'aJ"'fV ', 9. rgDfion. k ~ 

w~w t 
Y~le : MC/ }/ 15/44 

Internat i onal Red cross 
I'Urchases • 



.. 

0 

OUTOoillO -'ELKolWI a) ARPAR o.1Qo3 
2nd .Way 
To li. F. . li. \. · · "? '-
CT,pber ...._., \ _-....--.-:----: 

l!lPORNYJ! Your tel . l623. Joint ltcl1e1' doa ae1on hne ao f.r 
only prcatllltltd the 1'ollow1ng rosretnea or purchaaae:-

(e) PbarcnceuUoel procluch (inoludina inaulin out or bond, ea. 
nnroottce and o Z•umber or a aoinll tie a not •re•iouely rererrea to 7ou 
UDder the ulliod rol1e1' purohoaee eohece) . Value l'OUably aw.Fre.&,OOO 

(b) apple 3•m end pcoa Sw.Pra. l6,800 

2) I ht~l'e inroro:utd tiY u.o .colloague that l om pro ared to ll.ilJll'OTa \be 
abaTe 11' roquoatod. l'roduota in tha1118ol"faQ 01111110\ be aaid to SiYa J'l 
to a com;proctatns aituotton via 8 na the Sw1u. 

15) 7be 1'ut, howev:r, thAt we .re wa1Y1na the PAeral con4.1ttou ... 
TiBDSOd in your tel.14Q pora&a (S) f'lnd 21 1!187 1D .. Ti .. OCIIIIIIl'Oid• 
acerel line. 'l'hia would be aToided it' t.be aurseeUoza IIIQ l17 IV 
Colleeeue in h1a tel . to L ndon 11:1g of Ap:rll 6th 1MI'e aclopte4, 11-.lJ' 
that all 'theae purche•ea abould be regarded aa b eiqa outa14e ov tao. 
or .re1'eranoe and there1'ore ea not reQUirine our e;IPI'OYal. I IIJidaratand. 
tbe t'Unda 1'or theee puroba~toe hoYe beaza ti•IIJ181'erre4 ~ tbl I .R.c.c. ~ 
a licence or the U.8 . 'l"l•eaeUJ'7 which ellen Ulllllll'-4 41HreUoza to 
purobeae in one~ torr1tor1ee ond senerell7 oYerr14e blook84e re£Ulat-
iona. It would thoref'ore only be lopoal to treat the purchaeea a 
therewith ea equnl]¥ t:roe :t'ro• control , !'hie lfGIII14 B"f01d c1Yin& t.be 1-
p:reaalou at' odopt.ins • oont.radiator;y aU1 t.lllle toward a one alae a or I , H, o . 
tr~~.nsaotion.a while pJ-eaains in other d1rect101111 f'or the oboenance of' 
cor41tior a whicb ozoeot.e 41tncU1U .. 1'or t.bet orpu.1aat1on (1111 tol . 1868) 

4) I om conao1oue or o certain ano..I7 b•t•o•n tbe latitude BlYen to ~ 
Joint D1et.1•1buUon Oota:iith• WJder the U. G.i'reallll17 Ucona1ne Pl'OOedUI'e 
and :the control which .. a:re :required to exerol~to in tile oaae or ot.~wr 
l.R.c. rel1er purabaua. 

-+-11< 


