


~orAdaa no- Cordell aau to t.t. rrMiclent u a. letO. 

&llol~ e«4 nate floaa the Dr1.t1eh Ambe.na c!or 1n wbSoh ,_ 

u it ouUU.S t.bt tnt o~ e m1oat1oa ~ Britlah IUid 

1r..,. Gon1 nt. tw.... .de to U. s..cstlih aiM liorweciaa 

GoY".-ri:ICIII ta. 
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Dear Daia7• 

I appreciaw 'four lAtUer or Dee..t>er fl.tth, 
HletlYe to the -eptlaul wort d.- 117 the....._,.., 
la9J ....Ser ..,...,. .. ot.rwuu-o aad wl. th pracllcal.ly 
.. equi,....t. Tbq lltld.-btedl,r ano •CIIIC the ... rld ' o 
tiMet - · - ........ rlth Mlt 1a their ... ~ae. 

I rwcret thet I u -hl• to coccur l.tl J OAOZ 
eoacaetlDD tltat the Dalt.ed Stewo oall • .....,. •- ot 
OW' old .... t.nu'ero, ror tlta followiac ....... .,., 

rtrat , beo&IIM tha llllted Stat .. bao nDDI to 
opere, ..U of tho claotror-re 'fOU ba•• 1n •lnd ara bel.q 
rac ... loaioned • • ropil:il.J u po .. 1b1At f or duty in con
oaoUoa with our ll.,.troltt:r Patrol . S.cood, ~~e ....... 
tba eale ot •• .. • h to a t oratp COYarJlMilt 11 pro
hibited by law. 

'Tor TWr par-1 WonoaUoo I ba'f'a ba• 
•l'Proaclled b7 - CO"'•,_t,, t.clu41ac • ....-.. ot 
the Molri- ....,lalloo, wbo ano •aiaao t o parcbaN 
- ot t be c1ee1r07aro 7"" baYa 1a aiad . Utaab I 
4MplJ .,....thlM rlth Jlonal, I laoow J OD -dU acr
rlth M, the\ 1.1' ea¥ •rpllao to OW' - requir-Dtl 
"-- aYailabla, Md it tbe law wano cbaaced to pon1lt 
tltalr eale, the MooriC<UI lepll>l!ol ...... ld ...... flrot 
o..u. 

llhAI•i\.LUI D. hvV:l-i-. 

iloDora ble nor. .. lal'!Nif llarraan, 
••• llrtr-.11....,. ..,. lllalawr n.n1pownt1ar;r, 
J.ecatloa ot tba Wai ted ltawo ot ....-lea, 
OU.o, 
~-

) 
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~ ~ NAVY DEPARTMENT 

TH£ SCCI'\IETARY or THC NAVY 

AHD No. 

WASBXNGTON 

,, 
(/ ~\ 

6 
~ ' s.. 

January 1440 ~ 
~ ..--.: <'' 

MEMORANDU11 FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

Following is the draft of a proposed reply 
l e tter of the Minis t er of Norway dated December 
addres sed to the P~ident : 

''~ar ~ster : 

'c• /" -s 
~ ~\ o .. 
~ ..., \"' 

"' ~ ~ -? • 

to the {!:> 
5, 1939 

. 7 - "I appreciate your let t er of December 5, 
1939 , relati ve t o the exceptional work done by 
the Norwegian Navy under adverse circumstances 
and wi t h practical l y no equipment. They un
doubt edly are among the worl d ' s fines t seamen, -
born with salt 1n their veins . 

"I regret that I am unable to concur in 
your suggestion that the United States sell 
Norway some of our old destroyers , for the 
following reasons : 

"First , because t he Uni ted States has none to 
spare , all of the destroyers you have in mind are 
being recommissioned as rapidly as possi bl e for 
duty in connection with our Neutrality Patrol. 
Second , because the sale of vessels to a f oreign 
government is prohibited by law. 

"For your personal informati on I have been 
approached by many governments , i ncl udi ne a number 
of the Ame rican Republic s , who are anxious t o pur
chase some of the destroyer s you have in mind. 
Al though I deeply sympathize with Norway, I know 
you will agree with me, that if any surplus to 
our own requi rements became available , and if the 
l aw were changed to permit their sale , the American 
Republics should have first call " . 

Seoretary of the llavy 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

Deoomber 20 , 1939 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE ACTniG SEORE! ARY OF THE llAVY 

What can I t ell Mra. 

F. D. R. 

Enclosure 

L~tt r fro11 :ron . £' '"Y &rr'obtl , !A~Qtlon 

or t he u. (' . A., Jq.LO, t.ort.try, (PAr on,l), 
l ~ j c ;.., to 'h~ ?··p ! ••~nt . •••kr i ~ I t o•Jld 

>·• r'O•f'l "'-, l p to ~et H• f'tt.• J- .J V, ev":: ~T 

'"ht or th~ • •troy•r· r.> • ' PhU del.,nl/1. 

ncl o-.!~ snt.p•·hot of' Ac1m1 rnl T&n~ -N iel~on . 

A II f . .. 
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/ 
Per sonal. 

Dear t:r . Presi den t, 

Oslo, Norway, 
Dec . s , ln9. 

~ile i n Ber &en and seein~ ~he reall y 

excep tional work done by the "orwegian nev;· '111 th 

the patte tic equi~ent t ha t t hey have , an idea 

came to ne and ':a,s .,,.r~ is~ed ever si!lce . There 

i a no use my wri t i n,e- to anyonE' who has no i iU8!7 i na
tion, so I om havi n€ t he teMerity to bothor you 

with 1 t • 

. \dluiral Tenk- .. ielsen has a t '. i s Jis ;osal 

oicht torpe4o boa ts - Berney and Diddle class of 

420 tons , and very old - the rest of t he f l eet are 
fishing smocks. 711tb these tho "s'vy covers the 

dangnrous and long l'orwef'i!m Coast l i ne , giving 

won4erful service to ships or all count ries . 

There ia no lack of trained personnel in this 



navy , but a sad lacl< of shi ps. .:hen I s a~r tr.eir 
outnoded torpedo boa t s , I r emembered that we had -
unless ny memor y is playing n e fal se - a number of 
destroyers lyi ng rotting and rusting i n Philadel phia. 

These destro~·ers, built in ' 14 end •15 ( ? ), nay 
not be up to date for us, but are moder n co~pared 
11i t h anyth i n" they have here. 

I s there any ·nay tha t i!orwsy could have seven 
or e i ght of t hem? They couldn't pay any l a r ge price, 
but why couldn ' t they have t he!'! for t he r:ricf' of 
scrap iron , or a dollar apiece? Or , could the:· be 
l ent? 

Ad!'liral Tank-Nielsen would deli(ht your heart . 
:!e is such a fine seal!lan , with 25 years• service in 
in sub~srines . He woul d shine in any navy in t he 
world . I believe thr t he r~ndered valuable ass istance 
to Admi ral Dyrd at ~rchan~el. 

The Admir al himself is off and on ou t on the 
fjord day and night - often , uhen tryinP to locate 
belligerent subnarines , ~e coes in a smal l boat, 
di spui sed es a fishn-man. 



/ 

-2-

I have never mentioned th~ subject of obtaining 
American boats to t he Admiral, but I have , covertly , 
sugrested to one or t wo :·orwegien sta tes::~en, when 
they ware decrying their Navy •e cri ppled sta t e , t he 
idee of buying boats trom the Uni t ed <; tetes. .Uways, 
I have received t he ser.1e reply , "Fow con we afford it?" 

If ~;ou se e any reason in any of tt.is, i f you 
would i ndicate what steps should be t ttken - .. here 
t he initia tive should oone rrom - I could ~et into 
cocmunioetion wi th whoever i s t te ri;ht ~erson . 

I know , or course , that the presnnt state of 
the destroyers, end the anount i t would te6e to 
recondition them would play a lar; e part in any 

decision. 

Please , !!r. President , for r ive l'le if t his is 
ell irrelevant. I kno'ri , thou,::h , that with your 
deep 1nter~st i n matters of t his kind could you 

see thf' s i t uetion at f irs t J:.end, you ~.ould have e 
strong urc e to try to in~rove i t . 



";.ith every best wish ror Christl'les nnd t he !'er. year. 

The President, 
The ::hi te ::ouse , 

~ashington , D. C. 



J~ Z-::~z--v7 
?F~.: .. ~/~A ~ 
7/~~ ~ 
~ cV"q.--·J 0 .---f'pP~~ 
~-/-_...,.,.~;...~~a -..L-:., 
~~0...~~ . 

a~<, ~? ...:=-~·-· a -e___, 

~~~ ~~a.,:r ~~4:"- ·~ 
r -t a c.. « ~,;. 7 A? :. 40:2' >' • ; Y, ,.-:..-.__ 



~ . . , 
f .a::;T ~ ,.e-p-- ~_, 7 - ¥'? . • • .,. 

' ~ 

r~o:-~ ~ ..,:;-.., p . "·· ... -- . • 

k < ... ......-...,. ---;,?- -...!. J -=::-.c_oc q "? ~ 

-:,~LA~~~~ 
d£ey_,_~., ~ C>. .. .B. cz~ 

~ Z<~ -c . .. ~ ~ .,.~ 
V.c V' "~ ~ •>;: ~;s:? if'""-.: 
0~--p~ '·· "~f~~~ ~ 
~~ ._; $ ;=c_ P.! c 1 ~ ..£_'... 

7 
' 

~:>~tee., ~- . &?"'~ 
~ o;., ~ a -...l,_., e· . :% 7::::;= x ,.. t 

£~;c~y:'>~~~~~ 4 

~-2 .. :.:...~ v - cv{.~~~-=.........._ 
• 
~~7_~~~ -rev'~ > ~ 

~;G'.S:_ ~a: '~ .dttS :~ 
v»i~.e:;ry??'~~:H ~ 

i£,~a-;r ·~~t'~~ 
~~~~0 . ~,-~A , 



.. 
~~-e 

C2 .?2':;; -c v-· 3 .' ..eo- 4-
7

• - :::2: v 
~~~~ ~ ...a..-i'acE ... _.'g · 
~ ~~ ~ "ijJ- :;& ,: p-2 oCb :-.. 

- _c::) . • • .. 
> ~~..:__A. -foe:;. Q ~~,.~ - c-7 

~ c;a-. y·~~ 4 -~ 
~21<"?/~A ~.C.<" ~~~ 

·~£~r~)/'£~&::~ c..:_' 
~ ~ ~#;. , .. LVy~~2;:::_ 
~..?:.- . c .,. 4~~r--: > 

t?7.c .17 > ~z?' ~ ~ <"'?c ~ 
? .., ; L L:h .r;;;y> ) ....:::». r ~ <iL <? e

7 

A!f:_ ~ cP<cz4-c ,•J. "" d; 0: «c_ 

A ~~eo- . ~'=-.. 7/;/~ 
/d..: ;%"r c- !.L;?~ ~:;;~ 
.,.....,/~A., c!..?~ v&~-~ 
~ ~~~c--~=~~?~ 

. 7z;/~ ~e:e~k-?> 



-- • 





}:Y de11r !:r. President : 

DEPARTMENT 0,. 8TATE 
WA8HIHQTOH 

February 17. 1940 -
I n accordt>nce •·1 th :/OUt' d1t-ect1ons I 41:1 

~nolos1ng the or1r1nsl lettet- c1 ted Jenunt-y 15, 

lQ~, adere&sed to y~u by Hi s . ~Jesty , Kin~ 

Hnnkon Vli of r;orwny, tosether with a su . .,ested 

drnft of u reoly . 

Ft\lthtully yours , 

<:nelosures : 

r"'-ro::.. Ki .. l,.. .--tllu!t:O n '.'II , 
Jan~r-.; lo , 19·~0; 

D!•uft of re ly. 

The Pres i dent, 

The Wl11te Houoe . 



Tt-t E W H IT E HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

l!y der.r K1nr; H~llkon : 

f 

I t rave ae rreat pl•~s~e t~ receive 1Qur 

f r iendly let t~r or Janu~ry 15 , whi ch w~s d~l1vered by 

your Aide- d e- Cru:ro , Ca-otnln . . otz:feldt . 

Duri ng h1a cell on r.e Caotn1n :~tz!eldt eX?ln1ned 

1n fut·t<~er detn1l the •. JiGdo n on w.1ch he ilns been cen t 

to t"io country , rnd I hnve asrured !lio tat>t he ~..,uld 

receive the full coopPrl'tion or all o.!1c1ala or tne 

Governnent who mirht b e 1n • -oos1tlon to nns1st Him. 

I underatRnd thllt he is now wor kin<· out tHe details 

\nth 11 co~1ttee or thr~e off1c1als wnom I have 

char0 ed with the duty o r tRc l l 1tnt1ng the work o f 

rore1~ rover~~~nt our chao1ns acente 1n tn~ vn1ted 

St r t es . 

As 1'c.r 88 1\lrpl o.nee rrt conc~raee. thtl•e seeoa 

t o be ,,·net 1ce.ll y no l1o1 t to the nuaber wnich ou.r 

:factori oa can turn o ut , nlthou(;ll so rr.Pny ordtr n hl'.ve 

been plrced not only by belli er~nt rovern:..ent s but by t>. 

H1s !.ajecty 

Hna!ton VII, 

Ki ng ot llorl/1'\Y . 

numoer 
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number ot neutral r·ov ern:~ents thAt our a iM>l r.ne 1n~ustry 
cannot 1norenre ita output with su.r1ci ent rnpid1ty to 
~~s deliveries at tne pace the ~urchasera would wlah. 
I believe, nev•rtheleaa , thnt we &llall bo able to c!.o 
soceth1ng to11nrds exneditin~; deliv eries or .:orwe s lan 

The delays in the delivery or Ril'9l~nee ~e, 

however, chiefly due to the present dil"f1oulty or 
obtn1n1nr, engines 1n tufr1o1ent quantities , the entire 
outout or our ril'Dl~ne en<1ne factories tor wany =onths 

to cone ~cv1n~ alr eady b e en oontraoted for . Since it ie 
doubtful :metl:er any apeedi :\1: up of the nroduction of 

such &n~ 1nes =ay be expected ln the nerx future , ~aotnin 

:~tzfeldt, to whom tne situntion has been exolained, vlll 
r.o doubt consider the ndv18Rb1lity of reco::.":lendlns:- to your 
GovernL1ent thnt an 6noroach be oade to the Sritleh Govern-
.ent or to t lle ?renoh Govern.-cnt ~·1th a view to eaoertain-

1ng ~<hetilet• t l1ey would be w1llinr to divert to ::orwny some 
or t he lar~e <'UPnt1t lea or ~n<"1ner l 'llieh th~Y M VI ordered 
here . 

lleedleoa to eo.y the nd;;.iratio:l vh1eh ;:ou expre•a 
ror the eouro.r• nnd Ptnmino. or the Finnish peoole l a tully 
s.hnred b)' my tellov country Jen, who •re •lro not un•ve.re 
ot tne d1rticult1eo \thi ch tne '>resent trnrlo oltuntion in the 

!:orth 
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:Jorth hne 'orou[;ht to :tour 01m !)enee- lovin(' nution . 

J.!rr . Roosevelt J oins l'le i n eendi nr< cordi r ' 

preetinp;• to your son nnd deu$t er - 1n- lA11. '>le 

t horou,•hly enJoyed t.1e1r vis it to us lA&t yepr . 

Very s i ncerel y yours ~ 



l)ur Dll11J 1-

f U l )'OU be Coo4 IIIOwp to pea ii0Mll7 

••• U:la' !:be enoloM4 lo"•• rooobe• !lie c... 

.... noreaoo J . Jl&nol..n, 

._..lean Lecalloa, 
o.lo, 
lloMIIIJ . 

.. , 
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111 4ear Crown PrlMe Ol8Y ,_ 

!1M •U• ue eo -eru1n Uaat n 
toot a loac t18e tor 7ow laSar to reaah allhU.t•, 
all4 I taka U 7011 wlll 110t pt \lila tor wwaNl weeka. 
It b poet W ... , to bear hoa )'Oa AD4 I eanaat 
help ~lallL.C of Uul 't'&J'f 1&4 ennte wbt.ela be.Ya 
oeeu:e4 a~a 7«* &114 the c.o.m h'lneeaa •re wltaa 
aa led lpPlq. 111 wlta AD4 I wUl al..,a M lllaPP7 
that • bad tlleaa taw "-fa wltaa 7«*• 

I aee4 aot tall )'oa tbat I th1lllr 
......, "-1 of the ••n 41ttloul t dtilaUoa 1a wlllala 
tba &ean41fta'flaa ooaatrlaa t1n4 "'-alnaa, 
aepao1all)' alnea the ~ at'-U oa ptnl an«. 
I foll.Oif •••'- t .. bolD' to llloW' 1Mit aboat ... 
Glll7 -,., ot UcM to.r the .,_, la the •pltl ... t 
e.ra .... tllet la be1ftc plit 1IP lilr P1ala .... 

laYlJW tn'forJTI tlt.a llllllW IUteo 
7oa Nall&a, I ao., fiow 4lttlRlS u 1e t• .. 
w take a aore oooorete alld ,..aUaal part 1a 
MlpU. PJ•hnll - or, tor that _,._,., ln belplllil 
loi us, In 4oft and Dar.artt 1n taaa """ t:bat a..,., 
too, aN atuokacl. theM I.e, t:1 aoar•• · DO q•ettea 
ot t:ba alaoet 110114 .,, •• t• IIMdlaaYla lathe 
llllllW4 auae, DOl' ot ow .. liN w M llelphl • 
.. ,, aa )'oa 111:-, wbeJI It ..... to a ~aUoa fll 
n1:aauac ere4lu all4 the ., .. •tarSal belp 1a 
u I te, I aa oonti'Oilte4 wltaa t;ba old fMllllil 
tbaS Dzl•lld, ,....., IW)', I oqr, Ma•, ate., 
llilaYa _, pald .. ll' W.l' ..... to 1be VJa1ta4 IUtae. 
- I polat -' t.taat .. aoan4•••taa oout..U. 
............. - :::::~ aa4 .. , ""''"' .... paY 1aer .nt wltaa tr, I aa oUU TT4wlltM 

,, (I I 
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I' Wok s1z "U. fd 4ellah 1D Cbe 
lenaM 'o P' Cbe AN• J:!lllargo Law repe•l eel - a Dd 
" taoe oCber delqs dv1JtC the pNeen' Mess.oa 
becauee 1101t ot tb• Mesben ot Che Coft8NH aN 
Wllftklng ln t e l'lla ot nez' Au' •'• el"UOft. 
Bowner, aua' 1• one ot ~ prloee ~' we wba 
11•• 1n «Waooraolee ha•e to par. l' b, bowe•er. 
wor• pa7tac U all ot •• eaa aYOld. the _,_ of 
sweua •n' IDler wblota the .rortanaw popalaU.oa 
ot hi D7 aa:l Ruasla -•' exlat. 

Plea•• ~1•• to 7ov r•t~ter..,,... 
11 eettag1. liT wlte ft.D4 I nn4 70U anA aut OFowa 
Prlnoe.. cnar Yft'l e8J)tlo 1al rapr4a. 

I~ 117 &117 .torhi•M ohanoe thlas• 
ahollld ao tJ"Oa ,.._d ~ wo:rae &ft4 1' abo11ld bee-. 
a4Y l•W.• to Hn4 the ohUtlren ou ot lieu &Q, I 
hope 7011 wlll ru'l7 ooaelcter .. natnc Ul• .., ... 
be1'e for u to look al'ter. M7 wlte aDd I -.14 
'be oal7 too glad. ~ take oharge ot tb•, aftd. I 
tblilk w oo11l4 Mke ~em YeJ7 bapPJ' and 881'e at 
IIJ4e Park. I ha•• wrU Hn ihla alao to lAopol4 
1a rrpr4 to hla 'Cbree oblldND. Ae J'CRI kDow, I 
1m ... !a1a wh• lae waa a ... bo7 1n the t:aeDohea 
n•r LaP·-· 

In the •Aa•S..· 81.1 •• oan 4o le 
to PNI' tala' ~-~ wUl pow DO worae &ad Vl&t 
IMtoN tbe rear la O't'er we llhall b&Ye a J"eWN 
.. pz•••· 

J"al tbt'wl.lJ' J'O• •• 

lwzar. 
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M7 dear )w. Preeident l 

In aooordanoe vi'h your di r eo,ione I .. 

enoloe1ng t he original letter dated January 16, 

19410, addre11ed to you b7 Hie MaJeet7, U ng 

Haakon VII ot Norwa7, t ogether v1th a euggeeted 

dratt ot a r ep17. 

Fa1t htull7 youre, 

Dlo1oauree l 

Fr om ~1ng Haakon VI I, 
January l e , 19401 

Uratt ot r epl y. 

The Pr ee14ent, 

The Vhlte House, 

Cord ell Bul l 



·~ dear King Ha&konr 

It cava •• great pleaeurr to receive 1our 
triendl1 latter ot Janu' r1 16, whi ch vaa delivered b1 
1our Alde-de-Ca.p, Captain ~ot steldt . 

Duri ng h i s call on me Capt a in Mo tzteldt explained 
i n further detail the a i ae1on on ~1ch he baa been aent 
to this oountr1, and I have a&sured h i m that he voul d 
raca1Ye the tull cooperation ot all ott1c i al.a ot t he 
Oovarnoent who mi ght be in a poa1 tion to aaeht h ill . 
I undera t and t hat he i a nov vorkiny out the dataill 
with a committee ot t h ree ottioiale whom I have 
charged with t he dut1 ot taoilitating the work ot 
toreign government pur ohaei ng agents in t he United 
St at ea. 

Aa t ar as a irpla ne• are concerned there seems 
to be praoticall1 no limi t to the nuaber wh i ch our 
taotoriel can turn out , Althou&h so m&n1 orders have 
bean pl aced not onl1 b1 belli erent eovernaa nta but b1 a 

Hil ... J .. t1 

Haakon VII , 

U q ot Rorv&1. 

nuaber 
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nuaber or neutral co•ernaent1 th&t our ai rplane 1n~u1tr;y 

cannot increa" ita output with &ut t i cient rap1d1t;y to 

make deliYeriet at the pace t he ~urohaeera would wi ah. 

I bel1e•e, neY~rtheleaa , that ve ahall be able to do 

aoaethina towardl expediting deli•,r1ea ot ~orvegian 

ll1rpl~<ne purohaua. 

The delays 1n the del1ver;y ot r~rplanee are, 

howeYer , oh1etl;y due to the pre1ent dirtioulty or 

obtai ning eng1net in sutt1o11nt quantitlee , the entire 

out put or our a i rplane engi ne taotor1ea tor »an;y .onthl 

t o ooae haYi ng alread;y be1n cont racted tor. Si noe 1t ia 

doubtful whether any apeed1ng up of the producti on or 

auoh englnea u;y be expected in t he near future, Captain 

~~t ~reldt, to whom the situation has been explained, will 

no doubt oonl1del• the a.dY1eab1lity of recommending to ;your 

OoYernDent that an approach be aade to the Br1t1ah Oo•ern

a ent or to the Fr enoh Oo•ernaent v1th a Yiev t o aeoert a1n

ing whether t hey would be v1111n~ to d1Yert to Korwa;y aoae 

ot the large quant1t1ea ot eng1nee vh1oh the;y h&Yt ordered 

her e . 

Beedltll t o say the ada1rat1on vh1oh ;you expr111 

tor the oour~t and ctaaina or tbt rtnn1th people 11 t ull;y 

ehart d b;y •1 f ellow oount~tn, who are alco not un,vart 

of t h t d1ft1oult1ee which t he prtatnt tragic e1tuat1on in t he 

Kort h 
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~~h baa brought t o your ovn peace-lo~ing nat i on. 
Kr a. Rooaevelt Joi na Ql in eendi ng cordi al 

great i nge to your aon nnd daughter- i n- law. Ve 
t horoughly anJOJid t heir v1a1t to ua laat year. 

Ver y s i ncerely youra , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
OFFICIA L . USIN ESS 

Hi s l·!aje!'lty 

HaE~Jton VII, 

King of Norway . 

PENA LTY F"OR PRIVATE USE TO AVC 
PAYMENT OF" "OSTAGC 8300 

1 
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neu Dahra-

IIJde Puk, •. T., 
rebraarr 6, 18&0. 

llllaJ' tbente ~or tbat alchtr latend1Jic 

quot&Uoa ~ ADM Xorpa. mae h dolJir a 

p-11114 Job la huM 11114 bR DD~jiCiloltu 

v••••ag leta 11er- 11114 _..retllll4 ~ 

nlap wbloll .Jaok baa u.er -a~rellmaH. 

lbat aa aa1 U.S tt. TOU -" tie 

b&YIIIcl 1lba 1011 ... tile aro.a .fts.- ad 

aro. PrtAOeee rt.,• ..._ _, '"rf - ncu11e. 

Kre. no~ .J. llant.MD, 
Alleri- J.esaUoa, 
oelo, 
•orWT. 



Personal. Osl o , J anuary 10 , 1940. 

Dear l.!r . President , 

The f ollowing quot at i on f r om a letter f r om Anne 

!.:or gan s eemed t o me perhans s i gni f i cant of t he t rend 

of opi nion i n a cross sec t i on of societ y : 

"Our compa t riots s ti l l seem to live under t he 

charming f ai r y story t ha t AIDeri ca onl y has to sit 

qui e t end go on 11 vi ng for a fe1~ years !.appily and 

comfor t ably whi l e t he nuch- t o- be scorned Europe 

s ettles its problems . I resume , of course , t ha t 

e great part of t he t r oubl e over t here is a purAly 

~oli t i cel one . I f only t hi s traeedy didr. •t come so 

cl os e to our election year , and above all an e l ecti on 

yea r , r·her e , t o some of our poi nts of vie'" ( of r1hom 

I am one), the trat edy i tself has ~de a t hi rd t erm 

a dvisabl e end hence broken down e l l our most cher i shed 

tradi tions. You s ee , although I am sti l l f a r !'ron 



being a l'lild cnthusias t in recerd to :rour ct ief 1 I 

continue to think tlet ~e is t~e best of ell tle 

presidents the Pni tod :;tetes lJus ever l.ud . I don 1 t 

thin'< there has eve- bPer. one 1 ore read•• to nePt this 

.. roblen in the best wa~r , .. o if I ha:'T'e"l to be in 

N1erica next ~eur 1 I shall certainly vote for ~oosevelt , 

as acainst any Re.,u' lican C!lndidat e that T can see 

en:rhere in the distance . " 

I thougr.t it .11f':l.t interest you os oo.1inp from 

•1 died in the wool ~e;>;l":llic~r. l'lnd 'Jlutoor'lt ! 

7ery sincerely , 

~ v( ~ l<.<..4..4..44-JQ~"...c.L_...-t_"-

/~ Lfu ~ /J7~.Pfic,., ~~~-D::.&a . .rk 
~ ~ J0t ~Di_~•t'O 

The P:-esiden t, 

The .ll i te ' ouse 1 

.lashing ton 1 D. C. 
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Oslo , February 27 , 1940. 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Crown Prince wa s in Bergen when your 

letter, addr e s sed t o him, arrived . The day after 

his return I personal l y deliver ed it. We discussed 

briefly t he bitter reeling here which i s being 

expres s ed in t he Press, and by peopl e in general , 

towards America . The opinion seems to be that we 

have let Finland down by not giving it quicker and 

more effective help. I have scores of letters 

every week , and v i s its ever y day, from people beg

ging me t o a sk you to come t o Finland•s res cue be

for e it is t oo l a te l I try , pati ent ly, t o explain 

t he s ituation t o them - tha t, notwi thstanding the 

fact that you have t he deepest sympathy with the 

present terrible problems of Scandinavia , you ar e 

not a dictator and therefor e cannot " send men", 

"order warships t o Northern Norway" , "send ammuni -

tion", etc., etc. 

The President , 

The White Hous e. 
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Among my visitors have been a member o:f the 
Stor t ing , t he edi t or of a newspaper , and others who 
should have mor e understanding o:f t he sit uation i n 
t he United States than t hey have . Mr. Hambr o , 
Pres i dent o:f the Storting , who sat next me at di n
ner two ni ghts ago was equall y critical o:f the 
" small amount o:f money that has gone to Finland" , 
but he blamed politics and t he great mistake o:f 
having Hoover (as persona non grata to more than 
one group) head t he Relief Committee. 

I think that it is an hys t erical condition 
here caused by the fear of Russia' s moving on to 
Nonray if Finland should :fall , end they s trike at 
the biggest fellow as a counter- irrit ant . 

We a r e doi ng all possible , indirectly, to 
change the tone o:f the press. I r egret to s a y that 
much o:f the cr itici sm i s :founded on radi o news 
which s eems t o originate in England, 

With beet regar ds , 

Faitht'ully, 

--



Re:J!emor nndum to AdTiral lnder Qon f r om L. Curr.on Rowe 
of Apr il 18, 1940, 

Re :P,!•. s . Suffolk bombordinr, Stavanr,er al r d.romO J elao 
Royal Air Foroo &ttaoked airdromes at St nvangor, 
Trond~o~ nnd Oelo nirht of Aoril 17th--no det•ila yot , 
also R.M. S , Spearfieh oonfl~ Admir al Soheor wae 
tor pedoed at least onoe on Apr rl 11, 1940. 

Soe :Navy fol dor- Drawer 1- 1940 

\ 



Ue.y 7 I 1940 , 

'X'!ORANDU'I FOR THE PRESJDE" T FRO:! BARRY HOPKINS 

Enc l oses r eport to him f r om Jrunes W, Young , Director of 
Bureau of For eign and Domes t ic Co~~erce of Apr i l 17, 1940 

Subj ect : - Eoonomic Significance of German Occupation of Norway 

S~e ' Harry Hopki ns- Drawer l - 1940 
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~ .. torll'lc: ....... _ ... _."'"' ... 

'""' He.un-.._ .. ., or n~r~n: ---·· 

In reply r rer to 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

-' 

PR 811. 001 Rooee elt, F. 0. /6€88 Jtll:l 16 . 19<10 

l.!y dear lUan LeHe.nd: 

The Am~rican ~in1eter at Stockholm nue forwarded 

t~ the ~~tr t~nt a cealed envelope ·hich is under

rtood to co1tain a cowmun1c~t1o~ to the Pres ident ! r om 

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of Norway. I 

a~ ncloe1~ h rewith •he sealed letter in ouesti on , 

tog ther r.itb a copy of tb~ M1nieter 1 e despatch. 

Sincerely yours , 

~+-....ta w • ..fl .• ...{ 

Enclosur es : 
Froc Stockholm , 

J une 3 , 1° 40 ; 
Sealed envelope . 

Stanley .ioodward, 
Actin Ouief of Protocol. 

!.l i sa Marcueri t e A. LeHand, 

Privat e Secre tary to the Prta i dent , 

The ~i te H use. 



c 0 p y 

North Norway 

Way lOth , 1940, 

My dear Mr . President : 

I have very often during this last month 

thought of my wif e ' s and my very pleasant visit to Hyde 

Psrk and of pur talks there in the evenings . Much too 

much has occurred what we t hen spoke of as a remote chance ; 

but I feel that Hitler ' s grotesque argumentation of help 

and support of the neutrality of t he small nations such 

as Denmark, Norway and today also of Holland , Belgium, 

and Luxexmurg, cannot be bel ieved by anyone in t heir 

senses outside Germany, 

My unfortunate country believing fully 

· and sincerely in her neutr ality was caught so to say with 

our pants down, The Navy, what there was, was fully 

mobilized, The coast defenses were only manned with 

50% of full s t rengt h on account of relieving the men , 

The Army was completely un- mobilized, 

In a few hours , many places were actually 

occupied befor e official notice was given to the govern

ment of the "assistance" which we were about to receive , 

all our major harbour oit! es and the f ew aerodromes we 

possessed were al l in German hands , Parliament, and 

-· 
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Government, however, had left the capital and decided 

unanimously to fight for our freedom and ask for assistance 

against the aggressor . Most regimental mobilizapion bases 

in Southern Norway were occupied by enemy troops in busses 

and so that only a few men could reach their stations . 

All artillery regiments were thus put out of action ae 

their guns were siezed before they had time to be removed 

from their magazines , Of our 13 infantry regiments in 

Southern Norway only two were allowed to mobilize in 

relative quiet , three were able to mobilize under 

bombardment from air and land, and could only raise a 

fraction of their supposed strength , These small forces 

succeeded in holding out f or three f ull weeks against 

attacks day and night from German mechanized and air-

arm units , which on the whole was what one could expect 

and a good deal more , The Germans did not, in spite 

of their superiority over us, even spare open c ities 

and villages from bombing from the air , 

Uy father; the government and a few other s were 

in a very small village in which there was not anti

aircraft protection ot any sort , and no soldiers. We 

were bombed tor one hour and a quarter, bombed with 

incendiary bombs , high explosive bombs and machine

gunned from about 150 teet altitude by at least five, 

possibly eight bombers . 
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Luokily no one was killed, a couple of people were 

wounded and few more received severe shooks, and four 

houses out of a total of about twenty were burned to the 

ground. 

Later several small oitiee on the West Coast have 

been reduced to ashes . Also three hospital ships have 

been bombed, killing a few doctors and some nurses , all 

f or no sane purpose . Today they have started on Holland 

and Belgium , again their viotime are small countries that 

which to live in peace and keep out of the way of the 

Great Powers; but are completely and ruthlessly f orced 

either to succumb or to fight f or the existence with 

their life at stakes . 

I think I know what your r eactions are to all 

this and I feel that your great country will not in the 

l ong run remain inactive in this gigantic struggle between 

all what we believe in and brutal aggression and practical 

serfdom for all except a handful of brutal men. 

I have often thought of your kind offer to take 

care of the children . So far I am glad to be able to 

eay they have been safe in Sweden, together with my wife , 

but such as things are developing now I do not know 

how long they will be safe there. 
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If they cannot stay there I hope to be able to get 

them over to England for some time till things get more 

settled over here . 

The storm we all saw brewing has most certainly 

struck us and all northern Europe , and with such ruthless 

force as coUld only be thought of in a nightmare, However , 

I have the most certain hope that right will in the long 

run overcome wrong; I have no fear of the eventual outcome 

of the war and the question is only how long it will last . 

Trusting that I have not unduly trespassed on 

your time with these few lines, I r emain with my best 

regard.s in which I feel sure my wife, shoUld she know 

I was writing this letter, most surely woUld ask me to 

let her join in, I remain yours Sir moat einoerely, 

OLAV 

• 



No. !11!5 St ool<hollll , ;rune 3 , 1940. 
Sub joot: Tr ansaltting Envelope Addressed to The Proeldont. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary or State , 

Woohlns ton , D . c. 
Si r : 

I have tha honor t o forward here1nt h an envelope 
1\ddreaeed t o President Roosevelt ~<h1ob it i s understood 
oont aina a oo::=unioation to the President tre<:~ Ilia 
Royal llishneos the Crown Pr inoe or Norway. Thle envelope 
was received in 11 seoled oondit1on by Urs. llarritllll\ 
rro~ Ur . Kambr o the President or t he Norwea i an 3tort1n6 
who boa boon noting as an unorrio1al r epresentative or 
the Norwedi an Ooverncent in stockholm. 

t nolooure: 
l!:nvo! ope 

l!'ile llo . aoo.l 
In dupUoate 
111180• ·~ 

Reepeottully youro , 

• 
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Stoc<holm, ~•Y 13 , 1940 

Dear lo!r . Prealdent: 

Tl!ls Is the best e~count I have been £ lven or 

the el tuetlon rrom the outbreak or w•r to '!ey Qth In 

Norwo y •nd eepec l elly I n Oslo . It wee written by en 

otrlclal or llembro ' a Senk . 

I send It to you pereonally ea 1 teel thet you 

wl U be I n terested l n It . 't'h1e '1a the only oopy I 

h,we end a a 1 t on l y reAched .:ne hal r an hour a,.•o there 

la no \i.mc \ 0 hl!ll ·re any more r:ade b(J!"oro the pouch c losea 

1n e rew minutes. 

1 em In daily toueh If I th Mr. Hembro (Norwerlen) 

end em e xpe,.. t11UJ any day to hear the t. I .,sn ~o nor t.ll t.o 

rejo1a the r;or..-ee.len ~overom.&n t . It la not en tteey tr tp 

but I em lookln!l ro r '•ard ' to the varieties of trtovel wh1oh 

H will ent•ll. 

With sy hat reg~ rda , 

Enol oeu re: 
Report 

'nle Preal~en t 
n>e White llouee, 

Wl ahlngton , D. C. 

Fe! thtully , 



./ 
/ 9th May 19LO, 

We~orandum.. 

On 1netruet1ono f rom Hambro• Bank Limited I f l ew from 

London on tho 30t h !!arch to llalmtl where I took tho train t o 

Oelo, ir r iving thoro on th e 31ot March i n the mornlnF• 

The purpOSe o f my v1e1t to Norway WAS ro inform No rwefl&n 

coll1l!lereial 1nt ereato o f tho opeclal pounds poa1t1on oto , 

Owin~ to various ques t ions about tho i nterpre tation of tho 

Trade Ayr oemont, wblcb eroao between Norgoa Bank and myaelt, 

I did not v i sit more than one or t wo banka durin" the flr&t 

week as various quootlons had to ho clarified by cable 

correepondenco with tho Bank of Engl and • and the necoaaary 

anawore rrom tho Bank or England onl y arrived ln Norway 

on Saturday the 6th April , 

On Monday tho 8th April r epor t• appe• r od in tho paper a 

of t ho Germlln floot proceeding up tho Kat tegatt, and 1t wao 

thought in Os lo thot t hey probabl y wore pr ocoodlnv towar ds 

Norway . Consequently Monday th• Btb April • •• a da r full 

o f tension . Tho worst tears were re al ised when , in tho midd l e 

of tho n i ght , tho air raid warnl.nea wor e F ivon and when 

reports l eaked out a t about 5do on Tuosda7 mor n ing thAt the 

Kine , tho Gover nment and the Parli&ment had loft Oslo, 

Subeequent e vents ar e now of courae well known . 

Owing to my position aa on employee or !Iambros Ban lc 

Limi t ed I loft tho Orand Hote l and lived privately aa from 

tho 9th April , and I have no t notified the author1t1oo - either 

Norweg ian or German - of my movemen t • . There fore the author1t1e• 

ln Oolo do not know of my departure tor Stockholm, wb1oh 

took place by wolk~g through tho forosto, arr iving in Sweden 

I 



In the evonlnf' or t.h e 7 th !Ia• an-I l t1 ••ockl"o!.Jo, on th e 8 th l'ay In 

t!' o fllventr.:r . Or the ~th Yar X r eporr ed h~··,·edlatel1 to '-'r . Cha rlee 

*"'"'ro that I ha11 arrived here . 
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§if nrc ILQ 66 & •• l£21\ I a .. 9th May 1940. 

Memorandum , 

Tho f ollowing atatomonto are all baaed on poraona l lmpreaaio1 

and, natura l ly, on rumours aa lt baa ~eon impossible to obtain accu

rate information about the Gorman movement• etc , eto, 

• • 
The oonqueot of Norway was partly duo to treachery by 

NoMJeglan Nationals , partly to German eaplonago, a,nd pr edominantly 

to the Gorman air force . It 11 stated that about 100 planes flew over 

Oalo on the 9th April ; abou t 60 to 70 planea could be aeon that 

evening at Fornobo aerodrome from tho mountain• through tiold- j<laaaes. 

Froah planes aeem to have arrived dally with troops , lifht arm• and 

ammunition , and at one time, say abou t tho a:lth April , it waa rumoured 

that 1~00 planes 1n all were in or nMr Oslo, actively taklnt put 1o 

tho bombardment of Norwegian and Allied troopa . To bef' l n with l arge 

transport a~d bombing planes only were seen; t owards the end or April 

the first fighting pl anes were observ ed, and at tho same tlmo 

hydroplanes appeared, butanly 1o small numbPra . Tho transport planes 

were said to bo capable of carrying about 40 to 50 fully equipped 

sold iers each. 

Tho British bombardments or Fornobo are aaid to have reaul ted 

i n louoa or about 76 plane• in all a t Fornobo lntll t he date or my 

departure . This number , I was told, was derived from Mr . J . B. Mohr, 

head of tho German Fat Director y , It was given apparently by h1a in 

all fr1endlineaa i n the privata house or a mutual friend, and I should 

imagine that it la not a part or the Corman propaganda. In an7 ceae 

I amd quite cert ain t hat tho pl ano which Mr . Mohr intended to take 

from For nebo to Berlin, on or about the ~Oth April , was deatroyed by 

tho Brltiah bombardment tbe n i gh t before and hia depart~re was there

foro postpone<! for one dar , 
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'lbe Oe rnn co,.~and hal token pOIIOIIlon or all ~ r ttleh 011 Corpaniu' 

plant an<S 1 took o . 'lbe .~t!te r I con pr opor t1ee have oo fa r heon r oap eo t ed . 

'lbo Oe .... a/11 l>r OUI•ht with tho"' bl IUpplloo of aer o- bonztne, but they 

ar e a l oo • ald to obta i n otaady an~ oonotdarable euppl i ae by r ol l 

throu h Swaden . /!Jy the way, H 11 alao Mlf'"our ad ln Oe lo that the 

Oe raan e aend troop• b7 rail throuth t wedtn , travellln aa tourlata ar.d 

ehan,l nfl tnto •llltarr clo the• •• loon •• they a..rr iv e t n Morw&J'~ t h ere 

are alao ru~oura tha t bl g oran,e caaea arr tve regul arl ,Wh loh aro 10 

heavy that th ey have to 'Jo l lftod by crane . / 

.... 
On Thureday the llth Apr t l at 5· }o in t he .or n l n« a t errific 

dln o r roa r • • f rom hundre1a o r en tnea wa 1 heard b7 the lnhab1tanta 

or Oolo an~ o• eryl>ody hoped and thought tha t It ws e the 8rlt1oh olr 

flee t oo!llln,, but lt proved to ho abou t o hundred norman pl ano• FOing 

up fro~ For n ebo t owar do tho Nor*e gian - Gorman f lghtl nt poo1 t1ona at 

! onl71v1nger, L1l l~b&m::~er e tc . e ~c . Th Ja exc urs ion aubaequentl y took 

pl a ce dall y, tho pl anoa gen erally r e t ur lng ot abou t 6 t o 7 o ' clock 

1n tho ov on ins . 

Owlnt to t .e ver7 aawere lo•• • • which the Ge rsan a l n the f irat 

1notanca ourrar aJ t hroul'h tho torpodolns and o1nk 1nao it t h olr war and 

t rono po r t ve ooolo, and alae t hroueh t he s roa t nu=ber or Oo~n• k i lled 

i n right ing In Norway, and fUr ther owing to t he blookode or the Oolo 

FJord wh i ch they t hought to ~. pre tty orre c tlve towar do the enrt of tho 

t!rot week or the invuion, ro,ulor tron eport or t roOp l by pl ane took 

place f roa Dei\JI:A ric; aubaequ en tlJ t.roope were ahlpped b7 • • • ••1• to 

Lantk . 

I opoke one da y wtth a .. n 1n the oorv lce or th o Horwo~lan 

Sta t o Ro tlwayo, and h e t old me tho t h o ha<l ha d ordero that day 4oaa t ho 

German Co~011d to hov e a t ra ln ready t o tak e 4000 troopl from Larvlk 

to Oolo , t>ut ovo nt\lolly onl y llOO arrived. /That wou ld bo about tour

teen daya etter the German l nYa alon, I l hou l 1 ••7/• 
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"l\o Oorm~n war maohinory 1o llndoubtedly in tho h 1Fh01t a tato 

perteotlon , It te or couree we~l known that ca.outlayed commeroi~ l 

•••••1• wlth coke tn deek werft ly1ng ln Oalo , •re en, Tron1he1m and 

other ploooa ~ny daya boforo tho 1nvaa1on tonk plaoo, which voaaola 

pro•ed to havo not only ~lllon an1 ,una on hoard, but aleo hortea 

and men , Tho tranaport veaeelt wh ich aubeequentl.r arrlviY.I in Oslo 

hat'l larre number• or tank- care, motor- e& r a, lteht ~~. laf'~e ant1-

•trcraft tune , uoh1ne- ('l.:.na, etc . e tc . Lven dlt.P' tna ~chlnea t or 

gravo-d1sa1ng . Rod Crou oa re , flol~ kltchea, wa~, ono . In ahort, a ll 

ooneoivablo tranapo•·~ meiJla and very big enf1neor1nr earo wl th t ole

ohone and teleFr&ph and brl~ee-tuildln~ .. ~erial were se~L , and •~~l l 

and medium oizod tank o al ao aoon a ppeared . A very l&rl • hoapltal ahlp 

alao arrived , oa the hoapltt.lo ln Oalo coul d not aoeo=.odato all the 

Cllua.l tlea. 'lbore wer~ about lt; to 18 alne- e•eepere of a • err pool' 

quollty l yinr steadily 1n Ollo , wh ich voooelo from t i me to t i me left 

tbo1r .. .oorlngo along tbo quoyo to rll:lort trlpa an~ thoo a lwoya re tur n. 

od apin, Thoro oro alao at proaOI'lt lylns 1n Oalo a~,.>ut ~0 to 25 

l are e tranapor t vea eola •od theee voasel• ar e moved about in th o 

Jo'Jord rroD'I t i me to tile. The Oenr.&nl have alao taken pOIIOIII10n or 

eeveral ~tor•eglan 1hlp1 . Th11 have take n ten Wt lhelllaen 11nere and 

they aloe wi oh ed to tako tho Norwes i an - Amor l can liner Chr1ot1an1at j ord 

aa a tranaport veaael . but that haa b een prevented 10 far , I under-

• tan d . 

. . . . 
The number or Corman t roopa loat er. route tor Yo r.a7 l a 

orodlbl y oald to ha ~,/240000 . One • • oool, t ho Bl Goher , whtoh wao 

aunk ot Oaka robor r , io aa1d to hove had l SOO men on board, omongat 

tbom tho h i &h .. t Gonorlll wbo wu goine to bo t ho a10n in chart~ • -

rolchenhorot apparently boins only t ho lntondod Saoond ln Co~and -

th o h 1gholt Admiral, and a largo oommorolal adminiotr atl on with all 

oorto ot booko, etc., about Nor•os 1an co .. ore1a l a nd 1nduotr1a l 11' 
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A Ooi'Mn ctflcer our.1Yor froa tho ·ldc!>or oald that lhOO out of tho 

1~00 on board porlobod . Thlo particu l a r officer appeared a few da yo 

afte r arrival 1n Oelo e t. the well known •hop ot H. Born ~ Co~pany, 

Yhoro he put 700 ~or~ceian Kroner ln notoe on tho dook , with wh i ch 

he purchased oll aor ta of nnpl1eh woollen ROode , euch aa eooke , un~er

wea r or el l sorte , awoatere , eto . He ea1a that h e only wanted t he 

beat k ind ot Brl t1th wool , no t'je run "'kram"' . /I men tlor. th11 ta4t 

~eeau1e 1t 11 beard tro:a all quar t er• ln Oalo that rro:s the hlrhea t 

to the lowoet tho Oon.ono all huy Sr 1t1oh woollen soodo , / 

••••• 
I ba•e Jtentloned abowe Kr, J . H. Mohr . 1 wae told that h e 

had boon 1notructod by Hltlu to proc ood t o Norway olthor u tbo head 

or tho Oouloltor or •• tho head of tho commorclal organ1oat1on /I aa 

not quito cle&r o n that point/ , bu t owing to tho -ny frlondo wh ich 

l! r . Mohr had l n Norway, and bh many happy holida y• t here , he had 

bogyod t o be rellevod oro l oad l nt potltlon ond wa• thoraroro only i n 

a 10condary poa ltlon 1n tho organila tlon , ll o had 1notructlono to 81nd 

out tho quanti t y or odlblo ro t a Yhlch could be taken ' rom Kor-y, 

but found that there •or• only ""''11 QU&ntltlee, 1n e ll obo•1t 5000 

tone, Which b e aa1d woul d onlJ b e a wrlea bite~ and not worth brln«ins 

down to Cer=anJ - beelde a tt would be ne•de 1 hy the ·orwes lan popula 

t ion . Repo~ta , howeve~, etate that the plane• wh ich oari"'J t roop• t o 

~loMr&J tak e down aott preen eoap, mar~a.rln e ana wool len good e , 

Oerc~&n soldier• a.n«1. orrtcera alw&JI showed the e re1:1 teot 1ur prt1e at 

t he quanti ty and. qual ity or Norwegi an butter, ootfee , auge r , etc . , 

a nd one could hear dur ln& the tlr• t tew day a such order I •• "•• want 

ootrae rrom real cor ree beana, not eraa t &" • 

••• ••• 
'!be Gonun troopa oonollt ~rtly ot Auetr1an o, portly or 

W!r t eobertoera an1 partly or •outhern Oenu.na . Apparen tl7 • er r few 

Pruaalana . X.nJ of t hea were "ur oh lldl"en" d\lrt.na the Laat war ar 
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were then caret\ tor b7 :for•eF11ln ram.ll1teat Th\u a ••r7 larpe num

ber or them opoke perfect lorwog 1an, and l t to oat~ tht Yory eany 

ha 1 f'One to college fo r 110n tho to otudy Norwo Rian , I know for a 

fact that a .,._n ooldltr a few da y o a fter the 1n,.a1on en tered 

Gyl dondahh book ot.op to buy Norwoy1o.n hooka, When h o loft bohlnd 

htm, inadvertently , a •~ll pocket ~orwerlan- Cermon dictionary 1n 

wh ich •• • ivon hll nome an<'l t ho ~oto , qth ' o'bruary 19h0. 

On tho second or t h lrd day n tter th e tnvaoton a h tr~ Gorman 

otrtoer to Ita ted to but oal'l tla t the rltloh ~vo.-nl'!on t dec ided 

or tho mtn e laying l n Norway on the 28th orch, Wh l ch lntorcatlon 

wu rocolvod by th e Oerma.n OoYern11ent on tl>o 29 tb ••ar ch from o h l gb 

Brltllh Government otflcial l n tholr pay , Accor~ lD!lY they kn ew ot 

the Br1t11h pl an and took thelr oounto~ .. meaauree . Th t • aryument waa 

u oed 1n Juot1rtcat1on, and 1\uullly enough t!te Ge..-n troopo olther 

dld not know tblt they wore ln Norway when they landed , o r they 

thou('ht that the y wer e unt to Norway to tl~bt tho art t 1ah wh o had 

invaded ~orway . They ex preeted ~rea t aurprlae a t the Norwegian de

fence and the cool reception llhloh they had , 

'Iho portloro at the Orand Hotel an<l tho Con tlnental 'lotel han 

oald that Oe"""" oomurclal t ruellero Who had l>oen in Sorway ror 

two or three month• , and who l ooked meek and mlld ~rered enou~ 

before t h e 9th April , oud<'lon l y appeared that mor ntn,. 1n th o l oune eo 

or ttoe hotel• l n Oeraan o t r1c•r'" a unlfor.~, very erect an1 ttr• 1n 

their ""'nner, Elf'ht dayo b efore tho 1nvu1on tho Cu1tl1n11 orrontoo . 

tlon had ordered 100 rooao a t tho Con tinen tal for d1ot1n&U lthod au u t o 

..... 
'Ibo total nuab.r or Oel'llln t roopo at pr10on t 1n Horway 1t oup. 

pooed to he about 70/80. 000 , but more seem to arrive dally . Tho Cor

can loaoeo tllrouFh land ti~t1n& tn Horwar are tal~ to amount to be

tween 20/:>5 , 000 , One or tho leading dootor o in Ollo, wlth Whoa I 
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a poke , add t hat th e caaual ty ra t1o waa a boll t twenty e.-na to 

every Ho~•er1an . The Oermono are not considered good ahota, and 

they mootly uae ma.ohine ..una wh1oh han f• over t heir ahouldere . The 

:lorweg l&ne ly1np hehind r ooke a n·J etancS1n£ behind treea are 1ald 

to hav e eown •hem down, "ut tho Oarmn ofrleera mero1lualy preu 

the i r t r oop• forward re;ardleea or looaeo • 

• 

'liben the newe came of tha ilrlt11h &I'd r reneh arr1valo at 

Andaloneo and r.tllehlllll:ner g r•at hopee were expreaoed evorywhera 

of the Germo.na be ing t hrown out of Ollo 1n a few weoko' tim e~ but 

when y,radually 1t ••• real1aed that all the Gerl:lfin rapor t a about 

their euoceaeea proved correct and that the br oadcaate from Kn&

land and ~•aden proved incorrect, the b it t erooaa and cllaapr o1nt

~•nt ~oor•t the Norwe~1ane grew a teadlly, a~1 Brittan oonaequent

l y 11 l osing heav 1ly 1n aympa thy . 'lbll doe a not r:1011n that the 

!lor·•eg l an aff ection 1a be tne tranaferred to tl e Oerman•• they a re 

hated by everybody and the cor rect a~d quiet att itude a~onpot the 

population 11 undoubtedly due to the eatahllshl::en t of t he Adm1n1-

atratlonar6d, under Fylke~ann Chr ltteo oeo . It Ia felt tha t had 

t h1a Adm1n1etrat1ooer6d not bee n eata~l 1ohad a revolu t ion would 

hav e brolcen out with obv t ouo t erribl e conssqu encea , '!be atup l cU

t y of the broadcaete f rom London by, f or instance , the toralgn lol 1-

n1ater Koht When he attacked Blekop ijerggr a v ia apparently n o t 

reallae~ ~ Norwegian clr~lee 1n London . Berggrav t.ntended to 

help taYe lite, not to mbalt to t ho Ge rcana . 

In connec tion with thaee r1 t 1eh broadcaate , I would l11ce 

to emphali&e aa etron, ly •• I poul\'ll;r can t he nece u 1ty of c .. ,_ 

l nf to broao1out plat1tudeo . "uch broadcaota u t he rtret broac!

oaot of tho Norwog1an V1nister 1n London, /ond rrom e Norwas 1an 

woman i n Londo n to women 1n 'lorway, from the lior·,.eg ian clftr,yman 



/ 
I to the Norwes1on populat: o:/- muat coaao , 7hoy arouao intonao 

re~llnga or blttern&IS ond ahow that London doea not r oallae the 

true posi tion in Norway and what 1t !a to \'>o under tho Oer.,..n yol k . 

1f fac t• cannot be g iven then H 1o bettor not to ••Y anything. I 

experienced myself t ee l1nl.f or deep reeentment when , in the 6. 3o 

proadcae t a from London , pl• t1tudes •ere eerved to dorway , and then 

~en the Swo~1•h bro•dcaat came , in odd1t1on to the same Norwe~lan 

platitude s whloh had be en aerved, he gave a very ueerul informa

tion about th o poa1t1on 1n Holland , Belgium, Ital y , tho lla lkona 

etc . Why should not Norway be tol d ot reaction• alao outa1do tho 

NorYog 1an colony in London? Why ahoul d Swaden be told or what 

waa go ing on 1n TUrkey , and Norway not? Sweden had f ree aooeae 

to all preaa bureaux, Norway only had aueh new s aa t he Oormana 

l1kad to g 1vo her . 

1'11th rogud to the regul a r v io1to at ni ght o r tho Br1 t 1ah 

Air Ar m over Fornobo , r r oa t ad.m1ratlon 1s f &l t for th& quality 

of the 8r 1t1ah ai rmen and their daring, a lso thol r aeou:raoy l n 

bombing . They do n o t aeem to • orry a blt about ant1- a1roratt guna 

and ehrapnel wh ich burs t all around them, and the Oormana , I am 

told , havo eJt pr etJ3 od their admira tton too, part i cula r ly of tho 

way 1n which tho Brl tiah airaon como ••oopLo g down over tho billa 

wi th t.he1r eng ine• turned off, onl y showing the ir presence wh en 

they drop their voroy lif!hto , Alao tho Brit1shor flioa so low 

that tho aouob.-llghta h~v • gr oat ditrioulty 1n flnd1ng him and 

Thee• r aida are said to have hod l i ttl e e f fect on tho a ero-

dromo itself, wh ich 11 bu ilt on aol1d ro ck, but tho total German 

101101 in plane• at Fornebo aro repOrted by Wr. Mohr to bavo been 

76 up till about a wook ago . Tho population, however, attor tho 

Br1t1ah withdrawal t r om .l.ndohnoa and Ham•~ • . t oel that unlo· 
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8r1t1ah haYe a de t1n1te plan these ralde ehould ceaee unti l euch 

tlme u the Allie<! f orcee oan really attack in t h e ~outh , The 

population or Oelo h bearing up ver y well lndee~ , but 1t 11 a 

otratn to meet Oeraano everywhere, to hear the\r care and t ank 

WI!EODI and t1ng1ne told1ert all dar and then the booming ot the gun•• 

at n ight , 

When th e Br1titb a~r1ved at Li llehammer t he population wa t 

tremendouoly cheered up , but a day or two afterward• r oporto tr1okl. 

ed throush about the poor quality of the Brlthb t roopo . I have 

road Churchill' • otatement that there io nothing wrogn wl th the 

quality of the Bri t h b troopo, but the Nor wegian a do not agreo, 

One otory wb leh goeo round to to t he effect that a hundred young 

Norwogl&n Ouardomen hold a oer t&ln road leading to Lillehammer 

for f our and a half day• wi thout rel i ef and ooaroely having enough 

to eat . When the Britioh oa"'e to L1llehu:our they aoked to be 

rellovod and ;oo Br itloh eoldlere wore eent dow11. A• 1t we.e a 

Cl'>h t evening and t he Br1 tllh were tire<! , they wo nt to a rarmhou u 

end lay down to oleep. In the mor ning they round thenaelveo eur

round ed by tho Germano e1t t1ng quietly with tholr mach ine gun• 

trained on th• a ll round. '!bey wor e all taken priaonero without 

a ohot being f ired , 

Ano th er rumour wh ich everybody ln Norway bellevoo 11 that 

at tOon at the German• approached potitiono held by Brit ' oh and 

Nor wegian troopo , tho Brl t hh threw down tlEI.r guno and helmeto 

and overytblng t h ey could throw away and ran tor dear l1fo, loav

lnr; the llor•et:lano to hold the Ger-no up. /I aent1on t heu 

th i ng• booaua e they ar e pol aonoua t o the Brttioh c&uoe ln Norway/ . 

I h•v• beard t hat about 2000 nun1c1pol workman were oteadil y 

employed 1n repalrlnr Fo r nebo, or addln ~~t to lt , but tha t about 

t an daye a,o theoa .. n were taken orr an~ Ge""'" workmen onl y 
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•~ployed , becauae tbe7 did not want the Worwoatana to aae what waa 

so111g on. A olrola of two klloaatrao round J>ornabo io now alao 

declared a pt•ob ibl ted a rea , 

• • • • 

The Ce~n nol1ier •• a rule behave• oorroa tly a nd very lit t l • 

hao be<~n bearll ot milbehaviour , A t ow reports have oo11e out that 

they have otolon olotbu, wine, e tc . , 1n houaea which th17 have 

taken over, but 1dont1cal report• have aloo oome out about Sritioh 

ool~ra; the latter probably te due to Carman propotanda , but the 

ruaours are there, for whioh reaaon I mention them, 

• • • 

One or two dayo a f ter the Cerman invasion, the Ge~n Ht fb 

Co~d s ent down to Nor gea Bank 1napectora who went tbrourh thalr 

books . They have now got t heir financial ory,aniont ionworl<1ng and 

the Gestapo is a l •o there , 0310 i3 full or ne~ano in civilian 

clothee wbo ol t or walk about everywh ere listening to Norwegian 

conversation$ Practically averybody, therat'ore , looka with m1 a

truat at evan well known t'rhttda &nd ralatlves . 

The Cer : an • recently called upon the oanager or a llorwesian 

rtM, 4n~. s . 'l leloen 'It Co"'pl\ny Ltd . , to come to the tort1ng, 

and b e was tol d that he had two pa;>er ractor lu, the Al bion and 

the Brager, which were not now operating. a~ waa told to ~· t them 

into operation at once, and When we anowored that be had no ~rketo

the Corman• turne~ up a book, f ave him all particular• a bout the 

1'1rm, sbaro capital , aharehol1era , wh&t they produced, quant i ty , 

qual ity and a lsea , through whom they ah1pped an~ to whore thay 

ahipped , They knew everything about these two omall raotorlea and 

oaid thot they would arranfo tor markets - yes , thor even hoped to 

be a ble to arran£• aoon ror ablpeenta to take o laoe to all ol1anta 

\n Ind ia, through the Su n Canal , 

Another instance la wor th =antioning . The ~al eo Wanager ' 
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the 'l l g, .. t n owo print •nurooturoro 1n !lorway , tha Un lon Co~peny, 

appl1ell ror po Mil u lon to to to O.neark 1n ot<ler to rind nar• e t o 

t here ror h 1a proctucto, 'Out p ol'll1ulon .,... . reru .. :l w1th tho on ower 

that all plana were ly1nf ready 1n tlerltn and wo u l d oomo up ln a 

row dayo, and that all raoto rlOI wou ld roee1ve tnotr uotlone about 

wha t they wore to do . Th e 1mprooa 1on waa ga1n o~ tha t the Paoe r and 

pulp industr y would not no looked o rtor nart1eularly , a• they were 

not o10eot1al to t he Ce rman e , but the aluminium 1nduotry wao told 

to work at full r:r e oauro, 

. . . . 
About te" da y• a go I h.,rd that a t Grorud r dlway de pot 

/ r ur Oelo/ the t;e ......,e h ~d tb olr larl'eat otoek or ,uno a nd other 

oqu l p,.e nt l 
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ROlli. 8UIIIIER WBLl..Sa 

Do you think it wCRJlcl be a ll r 1£)lt 

to oezul tho tollorinr; •uapo Tit. hrl ia-

....,. it tho a. ....... do r .. cl thftf 

1. ! o Jolut O.dahy, -oola 

Yoa &Dd youro aro IIUob la WI tbo•s)lto 
&Del I .. pl"oacl ot you. 

2. ! o Gorcloa , tho llapo - - MUo.p 

a. Bow ~bout a peroonal meooar;e to 
Daily Barrl.olall ooao .. uap. 

All to be oir;aocl frankli.b D, RooooTolt. 

r.o.a. 

( Por ar1c1aal- aacl 11olloo .....,.r ot tbo . ... elate ) 
l .. oWolloo tolder-nro.or 1·11&0 
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2 : 22pm 

STOCKHOLM, 1?00 , Kay 26 , 1940 . 
LO THE PRJ::SI DENT • 

Your cable made me happy, grateful and proud. 
DAISY HARRIMAN. 
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COPY 
GRAJW HOTEL SALTSJOBADEN 

April 30, 1 40 

Dear l~r. President: 

Last week I came to Stockholm [ oom the Swedish border for 
t he funeral of poor Captain Losey, and to superi ntend t he evacuatior 
of the f i fteen woo1en and children of our Lega tion and Consulate . 
}~1 but the three with British passports are leaving tomorrow. 
The l ast may have a long wait . I was in Norway the f irs t week 
but never more than a night or two at the same place. Then I 
spent a week at different border towns where I could communicat e 
wi th our Minister in Stockholm. any nel/S that I could gather from 
Government officials and others who came out of Norway . At one 
place I ran into the Crown Princess and her t hree children. Her 
mother, Princess Ingabord , had joined her and was taking the 
family to t he country near St oolr..holm, where I believe that t hey 
are now. She was wonderfully brave , but sai d that, of course, 
she oouldn 1 t"help t hink ing . • She told me that at Nybergsmed 
the Germans had not only bombed the hotel where the King and Crown 
Price were but that when they had run into the woods for cover 
they had shot at them with •fftttrailleuse," ~ The Crown Prince 
picked up a piece of shell , or something , as evidence. The . (1) 
of the Court , and others , who were there with the King have told 
me the same story. 

It wae diffi cult to follow the government t hose first days 
as t hey were no sooner settled anywhere t han those poor harried 
Ministers and t he King would have to move on. The first three 
days the telephones were still usabl e and t he For eign Minister 
talked to me several times and I could give newe to F. Sterling. 
Those guileless Norwegians! At three-thirty P. M. on Thursday 
Dr. Koht called me and said that the Government had left Elverum 
and had gone to Nybergsmed ~ •we will onl y remai n there 
two days and t he.n go to the westward . Come over to see me and 
I will tell you where we will go . • 

By the time I had gotten into the oar -- we were on a farm 
on t he outskirts of Elverum -- that t own was being bombed, and we 
stood on a slope and watched it burn! 

At four o ' clock, the hotel a t Nybergsmed, from which Dr . 
Koht had talked to me a half hour earlier, was also destroyed . 
This I didn 't know until the next morning, when, after many 
d1ffioul ties along the road I reached there in my effort t o 
contact t he Forei gn IUnister. Of course we reali:.e now tha t 
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telephones ar ound Elverum were all tapped, and t hat accounts for 
t he abusive articles about me that have appeared in t he German 
press. Some things t hey have quoted me as saying , though , I had 
never even heard! 

When I oaught up with the Bri t i sh and French IUnis ters we held 
a council of war and decided t hat for the moment i t was best not 
to embarraos the Government by trying any longer t o follow i t too 
closely. Of course , the British have innumerable agen ts who keep 
rush i ng about t he country and returning t o t he Mi nister with any 
f r esh ne~s that t her e may be . The Briti sh and Frenoh Lega tions 
have no.,retir ed to t he top of a moun t ai n which t hey hope may 
soon be behind the British Lines . The Government is all scattered 
and I fear for t he eafe t y of Dr. Koht , as he rides around in a 
motor almost every day consulting wi th t he various Minis ters . 
Last time that I heard of him he ttllS in L1llehammer which is the 
centre of one of the many bat tles raging at the moment . A week 
ago , while I was still on the border, th e Mi nister of Justi ce 
oalled me on the phone with meesages from Dr . Koht, one being that 
as soon as t hey had an abi ding plPce he hoped t hat I would Join 
them. President Hambro, who i s now in Stockholm, has asked me 
to stay within reach for another week as there are papers to be 
signed , etc., by me, such as a power of attorney for Minister 
Morgenstierne to make financial adJu stments in t he U. s. etc. 
Hambro, at t he moment, is the key to t he Norwegi an Government. 
There is no way now of communicating with it, or the King , except 
t hr ough h i m. He sends a courier i n almost every day who t ravels 
part of t he way by plane and part on skies . The weather hns been 
incredibly oold and only yeeterday I recovered my motor which had 
been in a snowdri f t on t ho Norwegi an s i de of the border. 

I don ' t believe that any one who doesn ' t know Norway outsi de 
of Oslo can possi bly reali~e t he difficulties ther e have been . 
There is now no communica tion between any one part of t he country 
and any other by telephone or telegr aph, and motoring has been 
almost impoeei ble because of destroyed bridgee and barricades 
hastily erected . Ther e is much talk of treachery among the 
!lor wegians . Of course , there was some, but I t hink t hat t hat 
phase has been exaggera ted. It was, I t h ink more, tha t first day, 
comple te consternation which made t hem inactive . 

Everywhere in the country I found the greates t patriotism, and 
t he wi eh to fight -- t he pnthoe being t hat in many oases t here 
were no arms to give t he men . And what t hey had was out moded. I 
came out her e as Stockholm ie eo full of Journalists that you are 
stopped and questioned every moment. Also I was pursued ther e by 
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poor refugee s asking me to do impossible things in most cases. Not only Americans but p eople of all countries ! I can never say enough for the devotion t o his work, calmness and kindliness of Fred Ster ling. He has excellent Judgment too , and I have tried to make no i mportant decision without consulting him first . 
I am heartbroken over the fat e of my many Norwegian f riends. To expect anything l i ke what has happened was beyond their ken. They are so simpl e and honest that t hey couldn't dream that any one could deceive t hem. 

The war started Tuesday the 9th . Saturd~y t he 7th , t he German Minister called me on t he t el ephone as h e did the Foreign Hinieter and others, and asked if I would dine a t the Lega ti on t he 18th . Sunday the 8th he sent me an engraved reminder by handl Friday tho 6th he had asked all the heads of bureaus and the Foreign Minister to see a film at his house "full dress and orders• the lnvi tation s ai d . The F. ~! . wa s dining with me a dinner fo r t he newly arrived French Minister and wife - - eo he di dn't go. Those who did saw a movie of t he very worst scenes in Warsaw whi ch t he German Minister t ol d them was a •peace picture• as it showed what woul d happen to a nation t hat resisted Germany 's attempt s at a friendly visit to save i t from being invaded by an enemy . Even t hen no one seemed to realize that anything was imminent! At 5 A. ~l. on April 9th - - the warships had been on t heir way up the fjord t hen for over three hours -- the German )l1nister called Koht and sai d "I have the pleasure of telling you that a peaceful mission is on its way t o Oslo"! Undoubtedly they expect to walk tn and take t he country Just as they had in Denmark. 

Even I had known the news of the invasion since 3 A. ~! . All t he Ministers, except the Swedish, have left t heir Legations in Oslo in charge o f t heir Secretarie s o f Lega tion as I have done. 
With my best tq you and ~Irs. Roosevelt, and deeps s t appreciation t hat you male it possible for me to pans these t hree happy and 1ntereoting years in norway -- Alae that such a tragedy should come now. 

We have l istened to the primary results t o date with Joy and expectation . 

Fa!thfull yre . 

Daley Harriman. 



COPY 
GRAND HOTEL SALTSJOBADEN 

Sweden 
May let , 1940 

Dear Mi se L AHand : 

There is no stenographer to be f ound here , and as I have heard , unexpectedly , that a couri er wi ll be leaving Stockholm t omorrow for the U. S. , t here is no time to send t hi s t o town t o be copi ed. Today is a holi day all over sweden. 

I don ' t like to aek the President to read my hen scratches, so wil l you be so kind as to have my l etter copied before i t 1e given to hi m. 

You may imagine how distressed I am over the fate t hat has overtaken my beloved Norl>1ay. 

My best r emembrances to you . I hope t hat all goes well . 

Forgi ve me for troubling you. 

Gratefully and hastily , 

Florence J. Harriman . 
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GRAND HOTEL SALTSJOBADEt1 

April 30 , 1 40 

Dear Mr. President: 

Last week I came t o Stockholm tvom the Swedish border t or 
t he funeral or poor Captain Losey, and to superintend t he evacuation 
or t he t1tteen women and children of our Legation and Consulate . 
All but t he t hree with Br1t1ah passports are leaving t omorrow. 
The l ast may have a long walt. I was 1n Norway t he r1rat week 
but never more than a night or two a t the same place . Then I 
spent a week a t different border towns where I could communicate 
with our Minister 1n Stockholm . any news that I could gat her rrom 
Government orr1c1als and others who came out ot Norway. At one 
place I ran i nto t he Crown Princess and her t hree children . Her 
mother , Princess I ngabord, had joined her and was taking the 
f amily to t he country near Stockholm , where I believe that they 
are now. She was wonderfully br ave , but said t hat, or course, 
she oouldn ' t"help t hinking. • She t ol d me t hat at Nybergsmed 
t he Germans had no t only boabed t he hotel where the I1ng and Crown 
Price were but that when t hey had run into the woods t or cover 
t hey had shot a t t hem with ' n1tra1lleuse• (1). The Crown Princ e 
pi cked up a pi ece ot shell, or something, as evidence. The 
or the Court, and others, who were t here with the I1ng have t old 
me the same story. 

It was d1tt1oul t t o follow t he government t hose t1ret daye 
as t hey were no sooner settled anywhere than t hose poor harried 
Mi nisters and t he I1ng woul d have to move on . The tiret three 
days t he telephones were etill usable and t he fOreign Minister 
talked t o me several times and I coul d give neve t o r. Sterl i ng. 
Those gu1lele88 Norwegians! At three-thirty P. J.t. on Thureday 
Dr. I oht called me and s ai d tha t t he Governaent had lett Elverum 
and had gone t o Nybergamed ill•~·•<& •we will onl y remain there 
t wo days and t hen go t o the westward. Come over to see me and 
I will tell you where we wil l go .• 

By the time I had gotten 1nto the oar -- we were on a tarm 
on t he outsklrte or Elverum -- that town wa s being bombed , and we 
atood on a elope and watched it burnt 

At tour o ' clock, t he hotel a t Nybergsmed , rrom which Dr . 
I oht had t alked to me a halt hour earlier, waa alec destr oyed. 
Thla I d1dn 1 t know until the next morning , when, atter many 
d1tt1culties along t he r oad I reached there i n my errort to 
contact t he Jbreign Minister. or course we reali~e now t ha t 



telephones around Elverum were all tapped, and tha t accounts for 
t he abusive articles about me that have appeared in the German 
press. Some things they have quoted me as saying, t hough, I had 
never even heard! 

When I caught up with t he British and French Ministers we held 
a council of war and decided t hat for the moment it vas beet not 
to embarrass the Government by tryi ng any longer t o follow it too 
closely. or course, the British have innumerable agents who keep 
rushing about t he country and returning to the Minister with any 
f r esh news tha t there may be. The British and French Lega tions 
have not retired to t he top of a mountain which they hope may 
soon be behind the British Linea. The Government is all scattered 
and I fear for the safety of Dr. Xoht, as he rides around 1n a 
mo tor almost every day consulting with the various Ministers. 
Last time t hat I heard of him he wa s ln Lillehammer which is the 
centre or one or t he many battles raging at the moment. A week 
ago , while I was still on the border, the Minister or Justice 
called me on the phone with messages from Dr. Koht, one being that 
as soon as they had an abiding place he hoped t hat I would Join 
them. President Hambro, who is now in Stockholm, has asked me 
to stay within reach for another week as there are papers to be 
signed, etc., by me, such a s a power of attorney tor Minister 
Morgenetierne to make financial adJustments in t he U. s. etc. 
Hambro , at the moment, is the key to the Norwegian Government. 
There is no way now or communicating with it, or the King , except 
through him . He sends a courier in almost every day who travels 
part or the way by plane and part on skies . The weather ha s been 
incredibly cold and only yesterday I recovered my motor which had 
been in a snowdrift on the Norwegian aide of the border. 

I don 't believe that any one who doesn't know Norway outside 
or Oslo can possibly realize the difficulties there have been. 
There is now no communication between any one part of the country 
and any other by telephone or telegraph, and mo toring has been 
almost impossible because or destroyed bridges and barricades 
hastily erected . There is much talk or treachery among th e 
Norwegians. or course, there was some, but I t hink that that 
phase has been exaggerated. It was, I think more, that tiret day, 
complete consternation which made them inactive. 

Everywhere in the country I round the greatest patriotism, and 
t he wish to fight -- the pathos being that 1n many cases there 
were no arms to give the men. And what they had was outmoded . I 
came out here as Stockholm 1s so full or journalists that you are 
stopped and questioned every moment. Also I was pursued t here by 
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poor refugees aski ng me to do i mpossible t hing s 1n moa t oases . 
Not onl y Americans but people ot all countries! I oan never 
say enough tor the devoti on t o h1a work, calmness and kindliness 
ot Fred Sterling. He has excellent judgment too , and I have 
tri ed t o make no i mport ant decision without consulting him t1rst. 

I am heartbroken over the fate ot my many Norwegi an f riends. 
To expect anything like what has happened was beyond their ken. 
They are so simple and honest that t hey couldn 't dream that any 
one could deceive them . 

The war start ed Tuteday the 9 th. Sa turd•y t he 7th , t he 
German M1n1eter called me on t he telephone a s he did t he For e i gn 
)11n1ster and ot hers , and a sked 1! I would dine a t t he Legation the 
18th . Sunday t h e 8th he sent me an engr aved reminder by hand! 
Friday t he 6th he had a sked all the heads ot bur eaus and t he 
Foreign Minister t o see a !11m at his house •tull dress and 
orders• the i nvitation sai d . 'l'he r. )!. was dining with me 
a dinner !or t he newly arrived rrenoh Mini s ter and w1te - so 
he di dn ' t go . Those who di d saw a movie of t he ver y wors t scenes 
1n Warsaw which the German Minister told them was a •peace picture • 
as 1t showed what would happen t o a na tion that resist ed Germany ' s 
attempts a t a friendly v1s1t t o save 1t !rom bei ng invaded by 
an enemy . Even then no one seemed t o realize that anyt hing ~rae 
1mm1nent ! At 5 A. M. on April 9th -- the warshi ps had been on 
t heir way up the fjord t hen t or over three hours -- the German 
Mini ster called Xoht and sai d •I have t he pleasure ot telling 
you t hat a peaceful mission is on 1ts way t o Oslo •! Undoubtedly 
they expect to walk in and take t he country just as they had 1n 
Denmark. 

Even I had known the news ot the invasi on since 3 A. M. 
All t he Ministers, except the Swedish, have left t heir Legations 
1n Oslo 1n charge ot t heir Secre t aries ot Legat ion as I have done. 

With my best t o you and Mrs. Roosevelt, and deepest appr e
ciation t hat you make 1 t possi ble t or me to pass these t hr ee 
happy and interesting yea.re in Norway -- Ala e that such a tragedy 
shoul d oome now. 

We have listened t o the primary r esults t o date with joy 
and expectation. 

Pa!lthtull yre. 

Daley Harriman. 
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The Cr Jwn Princes.; le ... ves H, Jc Pc.rk at ? . :>0 am '.lon(lt. 

f or l'lib.nnq , Moss ., n~ur Ost~rvill~ . 

She '111 11 s t u c..L t he home of r.tr . S.::h<..ffer . For inform ... ~ion 
:.ous .. 

liS t o the locc.tion of t.hel\ in .uire .. t The Countr)' Cl ub in 

that to;m . 

Re1uest tl.at six State Troo;>er~ 1.e as ... ibne,_ cov.,r1~1l; the 

party 24hrs . 
~~~ 

One Secret Service J<g~nt will, us:siJned 
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TELEGRAM 

• 

BUCKINGHAM PALACK LONDON Aug ~ 1940 

The President 

Sincerest thanks tor your kind wire and for all you 

have done for .y taaily. It is indeed good to know 

they have sately landed in the United States. Beat 

regards to Mrs. Roosevelt and youraelt. 

Olav. 

• 
, 
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BY DIRECT WIRE FROM r' 

WESTERN 
r' SYMIIOLS 

... OAIS 01' SlaVICII - 1223 
Thlolooful'- DL•O.., ....... Telopom .,. Coble-

m--t.... cunl.-lado-

UNION ( 13 ) c""-laln. 
LC·~C.W. ........ .., .......... ................ _ 

NI.T·C.W.-""'-................ 
... . . WHJTW: N&'WCOWa C~L TON J, C.WJLL~ 

" .... t-~-CaiDII:HT C HAi ftMAH 0,. THa . OA ... O P'11'1.T YtC&•fOIIII&eiOC,..,. 

D llll!lot 
n.-,.ll .. ohoWIIillll>oda14 u .................. dq-IISTANDARD TllllE It poiot of ortcta. ,_of -pt II STANDAA TJ polocol--

r" RXND3 9 39=WASH INGTON DC 20 1254P \~OOf 2(} PM_ j tt 
PRES IDENT FRANKLIN D ROOSEVE LT= ~ ~ , .... -~ ~-~ 

~-~ / ~ tA-'7(,\ 
-{\. 

HYDEPARK NY= 

GLAD TO INFORM YOU THAT WE ARE COMFORTABLY INSTALLE D 
POCKS HILL AND WISH TO EXPRESS OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE 
FOR YOURS AND MR S ROOSEVE LTS HOSP ITALITY AM HOP ING TO 
THANK YOU BOTH PERSONALLY WHEN YOU RETURN TO WASH INGTON , 

GREET INGS TO ALL= 
MARTHA-. 

.POOKS-. 
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~DAIOD P'OIOM N o. UA 
_...- AINOVm IY THI ,.UIOOfT .._.. ...... 

TELEGRAM 
J 

OFFICIAL BUSINF'SS GOVERNMENT RATES 
MEMO FOR HON SUM1IER VELLE8 

' 
ijt~t ~frih ~ ' 
~~. 

HYDE PARX NEV YORX 
NOVDIBER 22 194o0 

... . ........ 
IF YOU HAVE NO OBJECTION PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING VIA OUR CHARGE D1 AFFAIRES IN l.ONDONQ 

1 PER80NAL FOR H R H THE CROWN PRINCI OF NORWAY I HAVI SEEN YOUR 
DELIGHTFUL FAMILY BArELY INSTALLED IN THEIR COMFOR'l'ABLE COUNTRY HOUSE ABOUT TEN MILES AWAY FROM 'l'HE WRITE HOUSE AND 'l'HINX 'l'HAT ALL GOES 'WELL WI'l'H THEM. YOU NEED GIVE NO WORRY '1'0 THEIR WELL BEING AND I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THEY WILL BE LOOIED AFTER IN THE VERY BEST WAY, WE GREATLY EIIJOY HAVING 'l'HEM VI'l'H US. 

1 I'l' OCCURS '1'0 ME THAT IT WOULD MAD '!'HEM AND INCIDENTALLY MYSELF VERY HAPPY IF YOU COULD rLY OVER FOR CHRIS'l'MAS AND NEVYEARS . I INOW OF OOURSI OF 'l'HE SPELENDID VORl !RAT YOU AND YOUR DIS'l'INGUlSHED FA'l'HER ARE CARR!DG ON BUT A SHOR'l' VIBI'l' FROM YOU WOULD MAlE EVERrONE VERX HAPPI 
1 I 'l'HINI OF YOU AND YOUR FA'l'HER VERY OF'l'EN AND I ONLY WISH THERE WERE MORE '!'HAT I MYSELF COULD 10 '1'0 HELP II !BE GRJ:A'l' CAUSE. MY VERY WARM 
RmARDS '1'0 YOU BO!B. 

J'IWIILIN D ROOSI'VEL'l'. 
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\ / 
•~ THE UNO~R SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

november 28, 1940 -

~!y dear l!r. President: 

You will remember that I transo1tted to the Crown 

Prinoe or llorway your message or November 22 through 

our Embassy i n London. I have Just now received the 

attached reply t o your message. Do you w1sh me to 

arrange confidentially with Juan Trippe, or the Pan 

American Airways, ror the accommodations desired by 

the Crown Prince so t hat there will be less chance or 

publicity? 

Believe me 

Enc . 

The President 

The White House. 
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fllltO Tllo41E INOICATI!O 
(O AT 

N £W ) tAAKIE.T STABET 

I'OU6HKEEHIE. N. Y. 
TELIEP H OHa 

.. ,O.TAL TEL&ORA,. H11 

TILUHOHC v~ m ••• HI 
TO ,OWT AL TIL IOIIIAPM 

NA71 2& QOVT•S 
THE PRE SJ DENT 

~HYDEPARK NY• 

D IASH'I NGTON DC 22 '21P 

.,-...,_ • A AILL .. Tt' ~ ~ 

O*Atot Ott " 'tMOflrfW ~ ontUtW-
Oil ..., '"' ,t,OOM;IIl 01" ,.. ..a&I.CiC. 
S'tW~ ~TitoiW: liOWte&: MLICT~O 

Al'llt (M,IJI,.IfOC) »; Tl~ CIOM#AN1'>j; TAJtl,-,., 

OH I!AHO A't lA~ Ot''te.C MO OH "~ WrfH 

1l HAVE ,RECE.iVED YOUR TECEGRAU OF NOVEUiER 2~ 1 HAVE AT ONCE 
TRlltSiff TTED YOUR MESSAGE TO THE CROIN PRiNCE OF NORIAY · 
1iiita·u;t. THE EUBAs-sy •• LONDONa 

suuNE R IELLE S. 
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Sccrctnry of St~tc 

Wnsh1ngton 

387&, ,lon mb•r 28, 5 p .m. 

GRAY 

LonC:on 

D• ted :;ove:nbe r 20 , 1940 

Rec 'd 11.04 ~ .. m. 

De,>&rtmcnt ' s 3557, l:ovc;,~>er 22, 6 p .m. 

H1s Ro:;al H1gl-:nras the Cro:m Prine~ of Norway 

called to ace ~e this afternoon nn~ requested that a 

message bE repeated to the Prcs1J•nl tQ express his 

deep ~ prcc:at.io:t for the Pr esident ' s :dnd "'essn&e of 

:lovembcr 22 and !'or t nr inv itation to spend Christmas 

and t!.< l'cw "lear l.n the lini ted States. Prlncr C•l.af said 

that i!' it ·.•ere possible for tr:o places on the Clipper 

from Lisbon t ? be reserved f or r. lm sonetim~ shortly 

before Christmas he wou ld be very happy to accept the 

President ' s gracious i nvitation . He expressed the hopE 

that there might be no prior publicity given to the visit 

end that the Crown Princess not be advised until after 

be had landed 1n the United States . 

JOHNSON 

RR 
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, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

D I VISION OF PROTOCOl. 

Dec~ber 19, 1940 

------ -~--~"\•••u ... •••·•• 

lHJJO!.ANDUll FOR THE PM.SICWT: 

Inforoation has been received from the Nor•eginn 
Llinister that the Crown Prince of Nor,ay, accompanied 
by An aide, will leave Lisbon by Clipper today and will 
arrive at Ne" York tomorrow, Fri day , December 20 . He 
is travelinl' under the name of Colonel AlelUillder 
Car lsen . The name of the aide is Lieutenant Colonel 
Peter Einersen. 

The Cro-.n Princess h:.s not been inrormed . No 
information is available in regard to his pl• ns , although 
i t is assumed that the Cro~n Prince "ill co~e immediately 
t o 1\o shington . 

The llinister a sked that this 1nfor~t1on be conveyed 
to the President . 

The Division of Protocol has made arrangements 
for tho visitors to be met in Clev York by a Special 
Agent , who will arrange for all cnurtesies. The 
agent wi ll ascertain the plans and will accompany the 
party to ~.aohiogton . 

Additional inforcation in regard to the possible 
action of the Nor•egian Minister in meeting the Cro-.n 
Prince in Ne" Yor k a nd v.ashington will be obtained 
later . 
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