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.u thia port \be obiot p:ooMat 41ffiovJ.t:r io that 1\ h u-t 
~ .. iblo to ol...- tl>o nb\111& Go_,t \fbarf' at tl>o lpeK at wbicb 

otono GOD be J..- _....t. Tbo tpprooob to tl>o Wbort h...,. bo4 oa4 

tbo 2' 6• - ra11'111\l' bu a Curft ct 1t1.tt ra41uo oa4 a srll4iont at 1 in 50 

riaiJla tro11 tbJ.a Wharf. In ooDHquem•, onl,y ft:r'7 a:..""11ll wboel baet4 loooa 

can be - ana tl>ooo in turn Umit tho output ot -sana clail;r ott the 

U taot w1 th "'ffZy oaret'\1.1 orpniaation 28 or }0 •gona a. 4q can be 

or • <laiJ:r total ot ol>out 250 tono. Tho reat ot tbo otoroo boft -to be ,..,.a by lol0cban1co1 Tranoport; there 1a a obortaso ot tbio ana roa4a 

are bad. 'l!har• 1e an add1 tional 41ttioul ty in that tbere 1• only one craM 

oa_peblo ot a utt ot ovwr 5 tona, &Dd th.1a ie t. 10 toD luttina Jib at.-UI 

On.DI a1tuato4 on • J"reigbt HCtion ot CO'I'OZ"DDI::ent olbart. Thoro are t'Nqu~~at 

deJ.a.ya wbilo l181>toro await their tum' tor tbio crane, 

All obipe bovo to be unloadad by 1181>toro u thoro ia a Um1 t ot 4ralllbt 

ot about lS teet aloTidll tbe 3ett1oa. 

'll>oro oo- no .,._. to tho probloc ot 1mJ4••-• ot tb1o port 

OliiOopt by ~ tbo unlOII4ill8 fao1lit100 ana b)" opee4ing up the mono Ot 

wbart oleai"&CCe. '1'1 tb tbia in n ... , tbe toll awiD,g are the seneral propoaal• 

'Obicb are boina toUan4. 

{i) To ....,... tho ..Utina wbart aide otticoo ot tbo obippina t1noo ana 

bui14 a ..., qua:r on tbo oito oitb a 15-ton orono to oarvo 1\, Tbio oill 

gift &Mitionol wbart trontop ana ,_ ... tbo p:oooont delqa anl.tina tbo 

onl;r avallablo boo")'-litt ol'OIIO, s- pilina ana _.-u, atronatbonina 

·-- to be roqvJ.ro4 ana a-rol .... truotion ..,ric cloarina up tAo oito 

an4 p ttina the cr&DO oto, &Dol ra11 co-tiona orecto4. 

(11) fo bu1l4 a - wbart at ... .. or IWI!JliQ8 -..Jzoc110 10 u to toke tbo 

pnrol- tntfio 4iroot to tbat wbart u4 a ... 14 it tro.,..ai.Jic Gotw 1 t 

lbart a\ all, !b1o - to be n.il - by tbo 2'6° - n.il'll1\)'o 

!b1o ......., 1a to be tor - lilj>t ... ana ..__ .... beina tokon at tbo 

-Oil lien ""'"• Tbo ~14M ot tbia -..t 1a tbot it oboul4 be .lOO' 

1-. u4 li'I'O'flAe a _. .. _ -.pt at r.. w.o.a. t. at 7tt. !b1o _, ooul4 be 

11M4 u u- tn. wiUall •tori&l -u 110 41otribv.W to ... LA. ~. 

-,oto "' JUI 6 8~.--D~ --a provide an o1-..otiw poiat tor loodiJI& 

/S. ....... , ot ••• • 
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• 1a 1M -~ ot u MOUet to ..._ -· 1~ ..._ Gom-at abui' to 
• up G-.,.. 

n 1a C>O•I.Mre4 - }-toa - - 5-- oW... U'aftlliJI& or-. will 

bo raqoa1re4 at *iJI ......,, 1t ita ooMtNI>Ucm prowa procticoblo. Vorloloa 

o..- aba4a WOIIl4 alao bo raqoa1re4. ra. .. ••-• huo 110'1' boon i nol..s-4 

1a ta. Hat ot otorao required booOUH ,_,. hu not yot proved thio oohoo• 

c.o be pnotio&ble, alt.boqb oo obate.ol• e.:r. t onHH. IJJ tar aa cu 

be fo,...._a. troa a "fWy tarried 8UZ"n7, there an ,_, Utel_r to be aqr 

.-.~ .. u tar -._, opa-atizl& peroo-1. 

I a_,o4 liat ot •-aa w!Wob aro C>Onou.r.4 to bo raqu1.re4 ....., ooao!4oor 

tat &IV' ualat&Dol wbich can be giftn in quqe14e COM\.Z'\Ct:ion work .. 

coutruation work .. would be ilmLl-.w,le. No ~top ... 1fi0rk, 4h1 .. na WQrlt or 

bM"Y ooa.atnaotioll 1a en"lia&a-4- There ia a abor-ta.ae 1n the eolorv ot 

..,..,.....,. pl~Dt- -lwdc&l -la pn..-all)'- alll.ol>our a•ailoblo 1o 

~o4 or ·-·odllo4. 



wmer <rtm" >. 
At 1t11a I""" llul ohl.Jle bow to llllloo4 '117 11&1>-•· Till .......,. 

lD llul Bou\b - 01'1 ~ 11abl oono\nlot1on &114 ritb Upt • ....,.. 0114 01'1 

ta~1o ot .~,. oborl ot ...WUtiJo&. 'ftleroe 1a 01117 ono Jotv 

on \bo - lloDl< 0114 thlo la laapoblA ot p-11\or l oo4o UlaD a porter 

oa~t Oai'I"J' o• h1a Mea. OD U. South Juk -~ are QIO all~ u4 oa 

..._ Jor\b llllll< \bon are -· Tho ..n- 1oo4o roqUiHcl to bo boD<Ilo4 

bora .... wb1o1oo (N>b u Worubop lDrriooJ ot tro111 10 1o 12 to,., 

'rboro 01'1 at pn-1 - ciHrapit pontooDO tor ot.n')'in& -..1 .. 0114 \boN 

are oapablo ot ..,.,.., 12 tooe IIIII 8 tooe ""-~"17• 

- • abort -= qulok 1'00111\ pol1o7 \bo •Dl7 - ._. 1o "' 

'bv.U4 - ou_. on \bo Kor\b BIDI: ID4 to pro-ti.t. llotor LIDI.lAa orot\ 

0114 poc>toono oapoblo ot ooJI'H71n& tru.oport tro• \ba obipa' II~ lD 

the o\reom 1o llii<>H or \bo lll11"'Q'o. Jor a 1on& tor poUo;r \bon 01'1 

poao1b111~•• ot proper wbart ooutzouod.on- ou bodl llortb OJd Sou\b 

lloDl<o 0114 lluool iDti.Dl\0 poooibilltioo 1D lha '01\1 ot ~nt tor a 

C~tnaDtioo wd't ~toMd. to .ark with p11• 4rlriQ&, atr&ipttorw&N 

quq OOMtniDtlon work, aa4 a oertain ...unt ot ~1~ WZ"n1• 

There tza DO praHDt 1D41oat1ona ot ntq,\drNanta tor aubeequeDt 

operortnc 11111\o. 

JWt 'J?C!!f!· 
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1l T~I'I\\1\0hOO fo tO'd horco bo.ot tor \100 bOt.\1001\ 0t-t'IO 8t. 'f'rr:/ "U\4 
rorrn Point. (Prov1o1on bo1~ 1ndo by s . T. l . ) 

1 !.11\moh ror ll'. S. P. (Prov1o1on ~o11\'l 1n~o b:f 8. T. l) 
l r.,nU'Ioh to rep let co AJAX. T•Cl'18th ~ tt ~ tmcocl 1 'l knotn. ,u th nwnlnc. 

Cnrr "-."'G or »oroo \T\O.l rnd atoroe. 

n ~unchcus for P. S. P. (I'rov1o1on b~ine ~do 'by 8 . 't. l eo.n4 locnl. 
:ru.t"C~U".ao) 

1 J.~r.u.C:l tO T"!!pll'"CS " • .:A."ft" (Provia1Dn bell'\3 lll'!dO b)' 8 . "". 1 . ) 

1 J.t'!'l\nch tor !:. n. o. e"ln"lble o! C"-r:""Jint: n.t loMt. 4 rot.e?tf'~ ca.aeo • 
.. n4 IS ci tt.Lv. otusoe. t.e..--et.b e.t.out · 3tt. Sooe4 
10 blot.o. lfltl\ am11\-· 

1 L~h ~or .. otor Bot:t Coy. (ProY1a1on be1Q.'! ~e 1>7 s . T. l . } 

'lol.(\ co~gt. 

1 t_,Mlnoh tor &. s. o. ':akorodL t_,cncU\ ro rt.. ft'oed l~ l::note. 
M th """1na. 

ft1ttqr1" · 

l Lt~unch tor !. s . o. Lf'.n:oa. r~encth JO f't. 8"10&11. 1::1 J:notn . VI! th 
0\DliJ\Co 

A._1l 'lcUnc"LOe r:·~ to!' UJJO !n U1.ttl wat.ore, Bn4 lhoUld U'!.VO ('.llt.1-
oorroo1vo bUlle. 



I - F: I ).L4d at ... .:..c:.._ Ci+tQAo. d ,' .. G 
~~ Ordnance Requirements at 12th DeceMber 1941, 

•' 
Nigeria, Accra. Freetown Gambia, Total nese:rve . 

Drill Vlhi te , 28" yds , 

Drill Khaki , 28" yds , 

30, 000 20,000 20, 000 15 , 000 85, 000 

500, 000 400,000 300,000 300, 000 1 , 500, 000. 

Boots Rubber Knee All Sizes 

Bags Kit. 

BrusJ:les Hair 

" Shaving 

500 

1 , 500 

1 , 000 

500 

10, 000 10, 000 

1 , 400 

1 , 260 

1 ,000 

2,000 

300 

6,500 

1,000 

1,600 

Combs Hair 1 , 600 1 , 000 1 , 600 

But tons - Bone - any dark 
colour i" dis~ 5 , 000 4, 000 4 , 000 3 , 000 

Dr essings Field 10, 000 15,000 15 , 000 15 , 000 

1 , 300. 

26, 500, 

4 , 900 

5,750 

4, 000 

16 , 000 

55 , 000 

Shirts Drab Union all s izes115, 000 56 , 000 18, 000 50,000 239,000 

Puttees Lons 

Knives Table 

Forks Tabl e 

Spoons Dessert 

Shoes - Canvas pre. 

20,000 20,000 10,000 15, 000 

500 1 , 000 1,500 7 60 

500 1 , 000 1 , 500 7 50 

500 1,000 1 , 500 750 

10000 1 , 0000 1 , 0000 1 , 0000 

65, 000 

3 , 750}. J.. . 
·~· 3 , 7so b Ri 

3 , 750 

4 , 0000 

" " o'/hi te ( nurses )pre 150 100 

250 

100 

250 

50 450 

900 Stocki nss , White Lisl e " II 300 100 

2 , 000 

2 , 000 

8,000 

Nails Tip Heel i 11 

" II 

" Hob 

Thread Khal'.i 

" White 

" iJ" 

l bs, 5 , 000 3 , 000 3 , 000 

" 5 , 000 3 , 000 3 , 000 

" 9 , 500 12 , 500 12, 000 

13, 000 

13,000 

42,000 

yds 6 , 500, 000 6600000 6000000 6000000 25000000 

" 600, 000 400 , 000 400, 000 300, 000 1600, 000 
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QRDNANQII REQJ.!liU:~IENT!:l AT 12L12L4;!.. 

-. 
o. o. o. o. o. o. o.o. 

QROCKERX ACCRA IJORA FREETOWN GAJBIA 'IICTALS T 

Basins l'Udding 800 1000 600 600 3000 
Bowls Sugar 500 700 300 300 1800 
Cups Breaktast 

wi th saucers 2500 3000 1500 1500 8500 
Plates Dinner 4000 5000 3000 3000 15000 
Plates Small 1500 2000 700 2000 6200 
Plates Soup 3500 4000 2500 2500 12500 
Plates Breakfast 2500 3000 1500 1500 8500 
Tumbl ers i pin• 3000 3000. 2000 2000 10000 
CUTLERY 

Porks Table Large 3000 4000 1800 1800 10600 
Porks Table Small 3000 4000 1800 1800 10600 
ltnives Table Large 3500 . 3500 3000 3000 13000 

I ·Knives Table Small 2500 3000 2000 1800 9300 

j 
Spoons Table 2500 3000 1800 1600 8900 
Spoons Tea 2500 2800 1800 1600 8700 

, 
KITS HAND TOOLS 

• 
Wir eless Mechanics 4 10 4 2 20 
Instrument MeChanics 10 5 10 5 30 

CHESTS TOOL PP,Iil'iP 

R, A. 0& Artificers 5 10 10 I 30 
BIGS. IBST. MECHS, 20 20 10 50 
T1 nsrni the and Copper-

81111 the 4 4 2 10 
A. A. :Pit ters 25 20 15 150 
A. A. Carpenters 40 215 10 75 
A. A. Inatrwnen ts 15 5 20 10 50 
Pi tter s R. A. 15 10 5 20 
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../ · • ACCRA I J ORA FREETOWN GAJ,miA TOTAL 
Mosquito Nets G. S . 3200 5000 2500 3000 141 700 
Beds Folding 2000 2500 1500 1500 7 , 500 
Canvas yards 7000 10000 6000 6000 291 000 
Refrigerators 80 100 70 70 320 
Plates Steel Tinned 30000 15000 20000 15000 80,000 
Tins Mess 3000 4000 2000 2000 11, 000 
Web Equipment Complete Sets 3000 2000 2000 3000 10, 000 s tovell. Boyer 100 120 80 40 340 
Cookers Portable vrjoven 100 120 50 50 320 
Lamps Hurricane . 400 600 300 300 1 , 600 
Basins Soup Steel Tinned 1000 1000 500 600 3 1 000 
Stone 011 Wickle• s 100 120 60 60 340 
Flit Oune. 300 600 300 300 1 , 500 
"'-B-' I"' Go l!t '+- ~ 

Watches Non- 1.!1li• al7 
.. o. s. 

Bicycles 
Paint Red cwt 

" Whi te " 
" Blue " 
II JChaJt1 It 

" B1'own .. 

at ~~~tine g~. 

750 
500 
50 
10 
20 

2 
20 

5 
40 
40 

1 , 000 
800 

70 
20 
40 

15 
40 
10 
80 
80 

750 500 
500 200 

50 . 50 
10 10 
20 20 

2 2 
20 20 

5 5 
40 40 
40 40v 

3 , 000 
2 , 000 

220 
50 

100 
11 

100 
25 

200 
200 



- I • .'. THE f'ORE:IGN SOWtCI: 

OF' Tl-tE 

UHITEO STATES 01' AMEftiCA 
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AMERICAN LEGATION 

.... ~ .. o, 

I ""' tlt~ndil"! .. !'C't' 'herf'w1th a 1"1~1"\r'lnl'\um on R 

co,v,.r•<ttt('n t' t t h", ..,~ ,., 01-"'•l'!'tl Str o ... r.rca IJ-t!"~ ...., 

~~ e~n~a tl~ ent~r ... ~~t r~ "t or r~~~ ~or t~~ 

Pr~" • e.h . 

y ' no 

1n J'll'll"'t or l.zon;.• pilot~ .. ,.,~ t'J: e 1~ '•} &!fir, a. . 

1 h,., 11'1¥1') thttt t"-n ';'1""t-tt'ln or ,,. .... yln ... r .... rt, r~o .. 

11itlefll t ~"'"'&:n nnd Dot!'o\l'f"•t ..-~C'., h• ecv .. , by t'"f" 

Ortrlo•r f"l ~r'" •. ..., 11! of C!"Utt ~JTOrt J":~l tn4 e~ould ~ .... 

catv,. • 

___:.Il : /\ ---
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At venera1 Sir ueorge Giffard 's Headquarters on 

December ll:: , 19'11 , at noon G.enera l v i tfo r " and the ol.iet 

members or his starr, including Brigadier a. H. A, Bishop, 

went over with me the entir"' situation on tne •lest \Joast 

o f Africa which '-'&neral vitfaru oomn:ana.,·. 

The ~enQrul ex?reesed the absolute c~nviction that 

t here wer e no l.iermon aub=rines based et Dekar . He and 

his intelligence ort1cer both stated the t tlley were poe i tive 

the t tile only Germans in 1J8ker were a :>pro.:c iMII t ly 1'11'ty 

meobers or the Ueren •<r~"istice ::ontrol Com.- 1seion and 

that there were a ppro:r.imat ely eighty memba~·s or the Carmen 

Ar i stice ..:ontrol \J ommission at ..:asablanoa . The Gen era l 

su i d the t he llt1Cl susp ected tllat German aubmnines might be 

based a t ortut,u .. ee ports or tslanos on the .. est IJoaat or 

.. rrlca . He bad llllds careful 1nvesti.,..,t1. ns and. hocl co<.~e 

to the conclusion that '-'8 u:an sub~r1lies • a re not based on 

Portuguese t erritory but t hat the Ce~n sub~orir.a s now 

op..ret1Il8 i n the dtlsntlo es tar south as the Union ol' Soutll 

Africa were btHn0 sup,..l1ed by su pply ships . 

The Generll went into the problem of the 011 pture or 

0eka r exhaustively . He a oid that he considered that e large 
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l ond foro e oom!n~ from the nor~h would be neoesa~ry 1or --
the ouptur~ or the c ity. ~e oou•d au ly 1or ~a et.~ok 
on Uaker only one br1~do which could stri ke northwu rd 
!roc (.ambi.a in c on junct1or. w_t ll un att<>O.,. on IJBkB r fro::> 
the n.r th . tJe beliuvcd tnat 1t W"'-lld be unwise to a t cem2t 
en att ck on ~ker ith less t •• a n fifty th-usund ~r .. oj,>s 
with uv~r o.,ritl te o1r o nd sea suppor t . 

11enerol vU'f._.,-(1 statea tha t he d .. d r.ot o s - dc r It 

possible far t he v. rroans to ma.te any sar iuus et tollk by e1r 
on t he vold vosat or .• tg ria unless end until they sb:lld be 
uble to est J.d h t hem elve s i'irmly i n the uakOr re t,im . he 
ag9i n e::!phasized the ~ot that he ssw no st ·.:us e!:d .JS C no 
repo rts wh1oh i ndicated 111lY ilillllOdiate or ea r l y ~rD.On at­
te~ t to r:ove down to uaita r . 

rhe ven<~rul e..-phasizec! , as a id au hi s oft 1c.,rs , the 
need 1or _._,roved por t t.JOl-1 ue a at 1: re town uno -"' t.:urst ; 
the need for rilles ; ana eupeciuUy t h11 need f or mosquito 
gauze. •he ~~enerul sta ted t het numb; s o . ~~-ps We com-
1ng into Taltorac!e t o pick U;> monLanese und t bo t he un:1 e r­
stooc! t ha t tbe se "hips tor the moat pe rt a r ri ved i n ballast . 
rle oou•d see no r eueon wn y one o. tn t.~~~ oou.id not be lOJ ded 
"11t h au frio 1ent coa(lu1 to t.• uze t o reouoe gre tly th" p:-o-
portion or ~m r 1cens oom1ng down vtith uuor1a . 

The \.enur~l aoid tuat the ! 1ve 1'ol 1ah ort1oers who bad 
b.;d be~n sent t o b. .m !rom .. on don h11d been mos t exco.H .. n t 
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fellows and h u p~ov n use:ul to him i n the trYlulng 

01 n~ t1ve . roo s i n th& veld "oust . He eu.phas1zed the 

: c t tho t too $e troops w ;o,-e exceJ.lcn t 1n t!':e h ~ut 

cou d not be used , i n his opinion, i n dese t , 1 '.t-n · 

i n !.orth ~rrica since ou ts1de t •. ir n1t1ve bush they ! lt 

lost . 

l ,.,,ked the uen.rdl il ae ,., u .d e t down for me in 

ud~or~naum torm the ~st urbe«t needs Ol tb~ portion o1 

oieat at'rica which W'..t$ unaer his UOn..J>JHI . He did so 1<. t,ol 

appended memor.~ndum si~ued b!f Jrigtidhr " . iJ . .. . dishop 

or his sc .. rr. 

DeceCilber 12 , l ll41 . 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN LEGATION 

to r~'•Ch t' c border or Tun1• a in :tho>·t ~i>: -co!:!! . In C"!l-

C•trcuY e.nt1 all t>o l•'::' nch orr·e,.~s t alk tc .,l ccr•t:m~l:' 

AbOUt th,. )'rot lf>l'l of ::;ott ln~ "'nn< ~ic. !lnn "lJ t•,, rh l of 

I t ''rill bn ~~o•siblc for t'Hl llri·i~h to .,. · ntc. ' n • 

he t•""l'l h: ro~ce 1, th" f11ce cf r n' ·~·nee "':! t' o Vlcl•:; 

Fr~neh trcop~ new i n Tun\•io . 

Tho Hono,.ablo 

Fro.n'·lin D. R"<'"CV"l t , 

Pr,.ei-lcnt of I h• Un1•"<' Sto.tc• cf '.- ~ · cr , 
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expe<1i tiO'I to 1 •nd to t'h<' •outh of "i:r.ertn ~>nd ~e' ze tl e 

hneo hut I '>o1i"V" tl1nt l'li ~ort• 0011ld not po~'l1bly b11 ho'd 

nrll1 '"t t' <' Frrnch troo: s ~'-!.c'1 .,c·tl..l h., bro••e-'lt "!!"ldly 

from '1\misia , Alcorin nnr1 :lorocco . 

Tho probleM is , t~cr~fore , the old onr of obtninlnc the 

volunt•r; coorer t1on of the ?r.-neh ln l'ort•. JJ'ric:< . 

'rho Fronohmon with tthon I hnv" tall·oo nr;rer t>,nt thor" 

Y/1,, br no cl·nnce of ';"tt1 nc tl'"' Frl'nch in llorth Africll to 

itirnnry Fo~ce to Cn•nh1nncn . 

eonrl On" hunclr,, t"onocnd "1C0 1 - t o be SOfn C{'" 'net tl-·1...,an 

ett"~~cl· t~-our}. c;:-o.ni!'~ WC"'rceco 1 - r-nr· <r:~~ 1h011ld ,_..P."'"' tc tnke 

th~ Azores , 1''1do1ra on<l th" Cnnorj O!l nn<l 11•' loin n 1 ""CO 

nnvrl force llnrl ~ir force for the n •otection or tran•port . 

our resources to 311ch 'In extent thnt , at this m~'!'lont , 'tis 

inpo•s'lllo for n~ to ccncJ.der o.ny euch s:x. "dition ho ever de-

,.1rnble it..,, 11t be, If I 11.-:1 rdst.clcen in t 'e n•aunrtion •nd 

if yon cnn oven oonlliclor 1 ~"nt'lt nr ouch " forc o; I hop<" the t 

you will c•"l" no at once just t"'o •rord~ : "Con con•l<!cr. " 

I a•sn~c that ::m: •!.!ch reply fr"'"' :ou 1· .,.,t or u-.. 

ruc~t1on , If 't 1~ out of the "'l"l!t1on, we Ol'n do n01!1,.th1nc 

to preJlr.re tl''l ay for tl'!l M=ent 1'1! en wo ~··811 bo ahl,. to 

., .. nd 
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•rnd ~~~~h An Ol<!I"<H t1on . ~tl thfl Pr1 tillh nnd Fre" Pr<~nch 

fM·l certain t"!l.t the V< o''7 Fr"nr.h force~ on t!'c frr"t er nf 
Tuninic •tll be most ~ert!1e to tlrn ~nd t'nt lt 1' he d f -

ftcult for th"M to cvo:!.d frcnt1rr lncldonte if tac:r a' oald 

" oh th .. "1'\!ni:s · en bo:::'dcr , T>P~ "II' -,"-• nn:•icus to l •vo 

eom~ sort of run Ntcric'n force on t' •t border, an thr:r nay -

trul7, I think - t 1•rt th~ Frnnch r.!lvc onl:r tl" rr · enc\lie•t 
te:elin::;~ to~nrdn :\~o· 1c~ns . 

Two '~tecestlone hove been nade to nc : 

(1) .e hove in ~;rr•t no·.7 o. 1 r,:e mt.'1b ,.. of .,..~ · cr.n 

plnnos . It' .,e onnlr1 ~end over ou.('f ct~>nt /1nrrlc~n pilots 

nnd officer~ to ""t~hli -'1 o Ie.fnyotte &c~d:-1 11 e wl tch wou1 r] 
n~e t'"""!llr A.,P. ·ic~n plr'!le"" , And n~· .. ~t, ~"'f' 1n ... t tl fl' J1"_...,ans 

nnd Itol <ana ao ~'"'l! rntrf'nt tow•rcl the Tunl,l"n frnnt<nr , 

o 1'1'"-t effect -cnld ""' ,.. "''••ccc' em t• e ?r J>ch in 'l\tn ' •ia. 
Tlio on ·l1t to be pe•siblc , 

(2 J 'l":erc ore s ti, 1 r 1 "rce nu,her of I'< ter~c n ton··~ 

l'"r.d;:- for action in E::;;pt . If we could •enl\ over llllff ' cient 

fiOr!lonnel ttncl off1 oers to •tn>•o up on" tonk unit , tho IH'I'lrlmco 

of such a nnit '1(1 , ' ~.nve n crl3ct ~ffect on t!le P-.,nch on tho 
~tn•-:cn frontier . 

I h~>ve not th" •lichtcst doubt tl"t tl o !'rcncnce or 

,;.-,-,-1c~n troops o· •· e 'l\tn ' · o.n "r" t • ,.r rc 1d b" !'IO~t V''''~hle 

c~!'ec1ol1y if a oonridernh1o nu~h~r of ~~n or officers sho• 11\ 

be 



- 4 -

ho nblt~ to "!' l: F,. '1Ch. Ir onr M"n conltl "'tP.hl tn) tl·c 

rl,.~t COntects On thf' r,.,, ~ Pr or "'un ' •<n, it M' cl t b" :>Oll-

o.,, nvc -

"'O~ont l.ov"e no . And I thinlt tl'~t o11r ;>oltcy in thifl !l'""" 

:-u111nc tocottrr tmtll tho end or t! c wnr . 

The 13'" ti~h heve 8<1 , 000 "'~t:-·, • • ne in .:;,-rt , t' o Iel•onon 

nnd 



In<l <1 , I ~ 

"" 1 + . r:'1 Cc nd •n t 

a. r-clo 
, , , 
"ex ~le, 

·' 

'; let t!'1 was a br.eut~ful cxrfll!r" enee . 



, WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASHIN GTON 

January 2:71 1942. 

r.tl'l:ORANDIJl.! FUR THE Plilll!DENT: 

The attached papers nhich I am returning 
eon~in information of considerabl e value to us . 
I have paraphrased pertinent parts for our use 1 with­
out gi v1ng the source 1 and have taken necessary action 
Tthere required • 



• 

.· 

• 
THE WHITE HOU S E 

WASH IN GTON 

January 22 , 1942 . 

iE110RANDU1! FOR 

GL NERAL ?.IARSHALL 

For your confidential in­

for oat i on and return t o me . If 

you want t o put any of this 

inf or mation on paper, par aphra se 

it and do no t give the source . 

F . D. R. 
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rtl .. ~pl\o< Addr ... 

MILIVESTAF. 

P ... F: vi.-.~ f aj~-~'e.. 
HllAUQUARTP.R~. 

~ll l.ITA RV' FORCES IN IVFSr AFRICA, 
ACCRA, COLI) COAST. 

12th December, 1941 . 

As arranged during your discussion with General 0 11'fard t.'ds 
morning, I enclose lists showing the defic iencies 1n the West 
A!'rican C011m9.nd in weapons , ammun ition, transport, and stores and 
equi pment or all t ypes . 

With the exception of the"controlled storeli', e . g ., weapons , 
ammunition and certain technical eqipment, whose issue is arranged 
by the i'lar Office , and for which we are no t permitted to forward 
specific d emands , the whole or the materi al referred to 1n the 

~·iJ.-Il tJ:r lists bas been "demanded" . .iii:a a tares and equipment are, of' course 1 "' coming out t o this Command each month, and t h e lists show the 
defic i ency s i tuation today. 

I also include certain notes on the ef'f'orts we are making at 
the ports of Free town and Bathurst , and the resourcell which we 
require to put these ports in a position 1n which they will have 
some chance of handling the amount or t raf'f'ic r equired . 

I am afraid the lists are not as well set out as I would have 
wished , but you will real ise that t his bas been a "rush j ob", and 
has had to be completed in three hours. 

/ J ou asked me • • •••• 

Vlilliam ~llitt, Esq . 



2 . 

You asked me to try to indicate which are the lt;em.s most 

urgently required. -
There :@ no doubt 

\ that anything \Yhich could be done to improve 

the port facilities at Freetown and Bathurst would be of the firet 

i mportance in that i t would have a direct e~eet on the acceleration 
) 

of the turn- round of shi pping. 

Rifles , anti-tank weapons , anti-tank ammuni t ion, mosquito gauze, 

water piping, mosquito nets , folding campbeds, canvas, watches,{this 

i s a very vital deficiency) , flit guns , hurricane lamps, small 

portable cookers with ovens , for use in the fiel d, khaki drill and 

launches are the ar ticles which are most urgently needed . 

( /3~a~·~' 
./)_1}. ~ ~ 1--< · t>-. . Wv..i ~~ 

F.,.."'-) . 



"·• ; ."!l .. ""' 0 

CU }trC!ttHmt. ·••Y L .. lt .. &rial. 

P~W' cilte of plain t.r~aclr. .re ,·equirad 1nJ -.~111 be 
ob1.airH~'j rroo .;u..o COAST Govurr~~:ent. ttailway. 

;FlJ7T'lo; 1:..-'T":'/\ (, lt'J .. tlA) ~l.ct a o.re !"u ri~ati.ni twelve 
l ln 0 Wt'.rlOUt.IS. 

( ii) Locoe~&iv•• · 

.;i,bM. loco:notive .. ore l'!ct\.lireJ 1 I &.I; CCl'r fOI\11!"it; d U.. 
t:,"'DlA on t.nh ~r.ut..t.et· . :'o teacill:.•u w.t prC~curtn.! or apd·ea 
ofl£inte el.oJld be all 01' \.J i ac..t e t.-:(p6. Gci•IU''l1 L~ot· J 

";l :lJtA ur: • kail~uya fuvoUJ·u t.un:li!l' e.n..:._in(le ee lheae cu.n dUl 
•dvont..tee rdyl.ace t.o.nJt enc!nea at.. .,re.ar.t. wot•dng t.r~dna u.e.reby 
r.le•a1nt t.t.e l11.t.~r ror allunt.ing. I!' tAnJero ere r.ot. avail-
sble t~ks \fOUl.J be acce.t"Led. i-'resent. en(:ines r. .. tve tt.tt.Xim.•.t= 
rit,.!U ~~..~el booe oC 9 ' 0 " but. ~in Otll.e.nt.ia.l Ja cu;...abil!ty or 
.e6ot.it.t.ins t'ivo ctain CUJ"Vto . (Sec 7oot.not.e feu· f'ul't.i.e.r 
pru:t.iculara. ) 

(1!1) i1•Kons . 

l'i.ft.y ii&,t,:one m·os l«""l.lha.J .. tnd u.eu .. l.•v• \..ten or1 .. rod 
!'1-o:~ rn>lA. (2S o; en -.n.J ~.o C<IVt_r ed) 

( iv) Cranec. 

A lS t.on st.et.Ltl or (•l•ct.ric crane is re.-~ire:i 
\.0 t'Q,t.ltlct uJCi~:~~t.ing lC t.on crane . ..t. e.le'l!:. z.~=ca.ne i 
if obt.ainabl.e in t•e.ascnable. lioe . ':'t.e et·G.ne et.oulj 
;.ot'\.41 J:eaeo.t.5.1 ahoo~t 181 3 11 Uy 18' g ". 

:!?TiltH ''r'. 

(1 ) P<lnt.oon~ . 

i. O!:.ce 
t.reforred 
1 e on 

Pontoons , euituble ior conveydnc of lon•ies etc . 
Cal)ltlcity 1;. \.0 25 I..OnD - I<wtbtr !'ttqUir.-.ci- two. !':0'1" yai 
demande1 l'l·o.m any oti:.et· s.ourca. 

( 11) 1"0\.01" La.ndinp C'rt~ift.. 

t.:otor Landing O·•ft caJ:-&bl.e of o load of up t.o 15 t.ons . 
l\"umbor fl rDq,uiro<!- t,wo. NOI' yet. 0:8l"ll:nde.l from any ot.t:er o,ource . 
{ lr'f'J , .u.. ........,.r ~ 
':'AYO.,Abi. 

!(]L. 

LAGOS . 

rm. 



, , 
I 

~ 
• t . 

.:!:!ZW· 
r,~~~o ilJJ''"CL':.: t.hl"t~l and 1 l111l.t' rtv• t.on l:obUt Ct•Jne 

art ~~tne 1~;;lt~ ~1 ~ . r . 

nc~. 

n.t lot~ (.'11 .oc;t o!' l..ht '"I !:UtA u·r- • t hail •• ..,. ta a Ill 

(t>llowa: ... 

ltl.l.t"l'er t.tic;l-t. ? ' 0" . 
~tr.nsion rt tr1et1~n. 4' 9" •tlt 3l• ~ c rttl to 1' ~· . 

7 ' 2• Wid 1 ' 6• t.O •H Q" . 

7 ' 4" ~idt 2 ' gw to e• 3" . 
7 ' 9" wi~t 8' 3" to lO ' 6". 

&&~.U va.~·ia-.S.oru: • .vt t.t.tct U.::lt.a woul bavt '-O be a;tei lly 

con...1JereJ . 1·.-x~ l~J ~-er u:le 5 tChl o n if•tl will,. 

&a:lll exct10 loa..llnc. l ht. b• tilt4 t'ot· yo.r~ IIJ.unli.ll£ ocl.y . 

Vacu..ut~. 'brake . .--~~I QLC't'~ ~ •nt1nea ~1 . ..11t e ace•~ t.td i! 
conalJered e:a~ .tbl e ot' oetnvel'aion CIJlj nece•eQJ"y equ1,~nont. obi. •I n­
abla . 

(Hi J Cr qnn, 

n:rtt 2-J ._t.n cebilt er ... l.t J·e rtQ\llrtJ at o.. •';1.'"7". 

n .••• .....ave en ••..:.eJ. for!':"¢:: U.t t; . ?". bu:. r.o rt; .. ~ :..4.3 :;at. 
been r eeelv.S l.O c..r tAle~u:. t.o - C(P1fl ... 



/ Llat or Sporta and Welfare Oooda wb l oh would be welcom.IM1 
/in Woat Afri ca . 

16 M.M. c~aema projectora complete (tor mobile v&ne) 
tosethar with S~ eparea. Operator tor each aet. 
P'll%4 .r &11 ldnda - includin& natural h1oo:.ory and 
ecluc'-tlon&J.. 

Battery 

3 a eta for Ol.llbl& 
3 aeta for P'reet4wn 
4 ••t• tor Accra 
5 a eta for LOSOI 

radio ae ta w1 th 6~ aparoe. 

25 S&tlluret 
2o Free town 
35 r.asc• 
20 Accra 

200 Sllrpllonos with Plox tor lloepital patients. 

50 doz Golf Balla . 

100 doz Tennle S&lle. 

10 do:. !'enn1a R&equeta. 

100 doz Darts. 

100 • - oortoc! Golf Clubo . 

10 doz Hockey Ballo . 

2 <lo• Sota Base Ball equipment - includins extra aallo. 

500 maps of tho Pac1t1c eU1 table tor Ott1coo and ~loosu 
(These to come ~y air aa ooo~aiona &llowe) 

Indoor games or all k1n4a:-

50 ooto Cheoo. 
100 aote each - Checkera , Ludo, H&Lna etc. 

VANS; 
The u.s.~. h&o already provi<le<l two oobl le eantoon~ one in 

Sierra Leone and one in O&mbla •bleb are dotns moat u.orUi work tn 
v1a1 t1ng outlying det•eh:nontar U two 110re could be proVided, one 
in Oold Coaat and. one 1n !Ugerta, '-heJ would be very welcome. 



or 

!lotots on equipment . 

1 . Tranaport . 

Tho Co1111ll8nd has about SO',- of ito transport either 

1n \'/oat Arrlcu or o-n tho weter . f,~1n dot1c1eno1ots nro shown 

1n Appendix A 
2 . EgU1Pment. 

(a) ClothinB 1~, of our re quirem<~nts are outstsnding. 

(b) General Stores . 2~ or our requlre~~nt otlll outstanding. 

(e) Spare parts for weapons oto . 

4Q;. or our requirements still outstanding . 

(d) Controlled Storeo i . e . war - l1ko store• subject to IVo:r Office 
control . 

Units and Ord . Depoto hold percentages of 

requirements varylng between 40~ and 85~ . A B te. toment 

det'1o leno1er 1n arms and ammunition is at AppendixG 

This statement excluders releaues and consignments not 

received . 

(o) Re serves of equipment including war - like stores 

Those are very lvN and , As far os war - like stores are 

ooneorned , v )ltUPlly ni l . 

3 . Eng1neor Stores . 

!!sin defi oi onoies are .. t Appencl1x C. 

4 . ~odical Stores . 

!lain deficieno1es are at Appendix.~ 

DZCLASSIJIID 
J.o.s. Yomo J-1]-73 

By {?;( DnleAPR 1 0 1973 
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I - F: lJ..-.- r ,....._ , 
• • 

DEFIC IEl<C IES Ul ARMS A!ID AM!.!Ull IT IQl , 
AS, AT 26. 11. 41. 

\lEST Hr'RICA 

A, Arms 

Guns , A.A. , 4 0mm 

Guns , A/ tk JJ.. P"' 

L , LI .G •s . ( Brens) 

M.M .G •s. (Vickers) 

Machines , Carbine, Thompson 

Ri.fles, A/tk 

Ri.fles 

Pistols , , 30 or , 45 

Pistols , Signal 

B. Amntuni tion 

Item 

, 303-in Ball 

. 303- ln Tracer 

, 380 

, 45 Thompson 

3-in !lor tar B .E . 

3-in Mortar Smoke 

Signals , Red 

Signals , Green 

. 55 -in Armour Piercing 

Grenades , 68 A/tk 
3 ~~ ltftl( 

Deficiency 

46 

65 

436 

117 

471 

315 

15 , 842 

3,730 

136 

DECLASSIFIED 
J. c.s. 1181110 l - l1-13 

onto APR 1 0 1973 
Deficiency 

By ~ 

13,017,000 

4,381 , 000 

14,500 

1 , 531 , 000 

157, 000 

72 '700 

71 , 000 

74 , 000 

553,000 

21 ,000 
~o~·· 



• , PSF;~~..;...._ 
11AJO:! !) 'ICI!~!CIES 

LAO OS 

.Ia t er Piping :u P .R. 10 , 000 
II II 1 11 F . R. 30 , 000 II II 1f' P . R. 15 , 000 
" " 2 F . R. 40 , 000 
" II 311 F . f! , 10 , 000 II It 1 11 F . R. 15, 000 
v:i t!l fit tlnga in 
proport1o~ to above. 

B1bcocks t" 200 u n 200 • 
Mosquito Vauze . F . S . 50, 000 

!lalla , 2" tons 5 II 4" " 10 

Uoce Deli vary, 211 • F . R. 400 

. 1ood Pr9aervat1ve .oall s • 1, 000 

nlt~~~n Emu131on II 50, 000 

r>1oc tr1c Switches, 
5 amp . doz . 100 

Zloctr1c L1gb t Socke ts 
pendant, doz . 100 

Cabl e c1octric T. R.S. 
3/ . 029 s1ngle , yda . 3 , 000 

Hinges Butt , 4" • !lo. 1, 000 II Teo , 611 !lo. 1, 000 
" Butt, 1011 llo . 1, 000 

Camcnt ,,.~•et ee !: ... 
ho;p~u;~t"'elll.ll~t ••U:IJ. &d 
d rvr:a ) ton• 11eeg 

,fEST AF ...... A-i'f~N:tllt- ~ 
rrtt.:ET0.1!' '!' AY. O:>.t. !'I 

10, 000 ~, ooo 
40, 000 20, 000 
20, 000 10, 000 so,coo 30, 000 
15, 000 10, 000 
15 , 000 5 , 000 

200 100 
250 50 

400, 000 150, 000 

15 10 
10 8 

600 300 

4 , 000 2 , 000 

100, 000 30, 000 

100 so 

100 50 

3 , 000 2 , 000 

1 , 000 1, 000 
2 , 000 2 , 000 
2 , 000 1, ooo 

&,ggg !:,9QQ 

tJ-·~ ~ ~ t!d-J. 
C:E· H .l'fF kiA 

'o/•7./1, 

DECLASSITitll 
J. c.s. 11a11o 1-\1-73 

Bfi.TT..r:\$T 

5 , 000 
:lo, ooo 
a,ooo 

20, 000 
0 , 000 

50 
50 

100, 000 

10 
8 

200 

l , OGO 

5 , 000 

30 

30 

1, 000 

500 
1 , 000 

500 

qGOO 

a7 Rr Dllta APR 1 o 1973 



~ F · rf.._,, ..<j-..: . ._ 
~· 

~e"'e!'cnea our ctr.'1Ycra.,t1on o~ t:nia P10."'!1L'1s, 
:10~t1th l1at o~ .1edlcnl atorca ,.•:JM.tirod : -

.lnt1voneno {;>ol;;vnlent B~a1not loo~ A!"r1c•n 
vono:'ll.ouo: anooJ;esJ 1nolud1.nr. B1 t1o 
Gn.bonicn 1~ ZJ0&:11blc. ) doooa 500. 

<loooa 50000. 

1Jr1od Plt~""U1..\ or Sol--.n (bottloo o! &-:0 c~. ) 
bottlea 

~1~tr~t1on Sets tor ~~od ~l~~ or 

1000. 

a.oru."l (1!' lJ'O.:l'lib~c) :ro 36(). 

10000. 

3000(). 

!r1s;cd1or , 
D. D. !l. S. 
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FROJ: William J. Donovan 

The attached is a memorandum on West and 

Equatorial Africa. This is a summary in conclusion 

of a large report which I think unnecessary to 

!Qpose upon you. 

I think we are going to have this area 

pretty well covered by our Intelligence , and I will 

advise you of the specific means lat er • 
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WEST AND EQUATORIAL 

AFRICA 

The political divisions covered by this report are French West 
Africa,' Gambia, Porruguese Guinea, and the Bissagos Islands, Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, Gold Coast, British 
and French Togoland, Nigeria, 
British and French Cameroons, 
French Equatorial Africa, Rio 
Muni (Spanish Guinea) and Fer­
nando Po and the Belgian Congo. 
The area examined is, at present, 
under diverse conrrol. The colo­
niesareadministered by the British, 
Belgian, Free French, Vichy, Por­
tuguese, and Spanish governments; 
Liberia is an independent republic. 

The region ofTen two main 
prizes: strategic position and eco­

nomic resources. The familiar description of the strategic impor­
tance of Dakar and the other ports is omitted here. 

In this preface to the summary it may not be amiss to point out 
the advantages which the Axis would enjoy by occupying the entire 
area: 

I Wbkb lndOOa. the Oi.nrict of Odar, Sc.nqat. M.urltu.ia, French Sudan, F~ c~. 
I¥Ory Ooa.t, Oabott~cy, P~rK.h Nl~ria. 
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(a) Exccllent bases for air and naval operations in the Sou 1J1 Atlantic. 
(b) Potential bases for attack on South and East Africa, and on 

Latin America. 
(c) Raw material resources capable of reducing signi ficantly presen t 

stri ngencies in the Axis food and minera ls position. 
(d) Denial 10 the Allies or convoy assembly points, and disruption 

or the present British sea route to the Middle and Fa.r East. 
(e) Denial to the Allies of bases now used to supply a ircraft to the 

Middle East (Ta.koradi to Cairo). 
(f) Denial to the Allies of essential food and mineral resources on a 

scale sufficient to reduce seriously the military potentia l of the 
Allies. 
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WEST AND EQUATORIAL AFRICA 

I . Economic Resources 
The economic resources of West and Equatorial Africa include 

minerals of great strategic importance to both the Allies and the Axis. 
At the present time French West Africa is furnishing its total ex­
portable supply of peanuts and palm oil to the Continent, where 
there is a major shortage of vegetable oils. Some small supplies of 
gold, diamonds, rutile, and wild rubber are also moving to the 
Continent from Vichy-administered regions; it is believed that an 
impor tant smuggling trade in industrial diamonds is being ca.rried 
on between Angola and Germany. Liberia, the Free French terri­
tories, the Belgian Congo, and the various British possessions arc sup­
plying the Allies with extremdy important vegetable oUs and rubber, 
as well as the following basic minerals: tin, copper, cobalt, manga­
nese, chrome, columbium, tantalum, uranium, gold, and diamonds. 
The quantities involved are sufficient to make the resources a major 
prize for the Axis and are capable of eliminating the danger of several 
critical shortages. Their loss to the Allies might induce an appreci­
able decline in war production. 

The following catalogue su.mmarizes basic information with respect 
to tbe principal resources. Figures in parentheses indicate the per· 
cent of world production yielded from this area in 1938.1 

A. MINERALS 

(a) Cobalt (40 percent). The Belgian Congo produces abou t 
2,000 tons of cobalt metal, wbich goes almost exclusively to 

-:-, A:-.-.,-,'-.,.~I.J'k (•) indlc.llet lhl.t no estimate or quuti1y tJ avaUabk. 
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the United States, where refining plllnUI have reoently been 
converted to deal with it. The Belgian Congo is probably the 
largest 5inglc world producer. The Continent is short o( 
cobalt. Cobalt is used both as a steel hardener and catalyst 
in the manufacture or synthetic petroleum. 

(b) Tin (II percent). The Belgian Congo and Nigeria are ex· 
panding their output, which is expected to yield 32,000 tons 
in 1942. This output is or crucial importanCe since the loss 
or Far Eastem supplies. Tin is a major shortage in German 
war industries. 

(c) Copper (6 percent). The Belgian Congo produces about 
160,000 tons annually, which is badly needed in Germany 
despite subotitutions. This copper is extremely important 
to the AUies. 

(d) Manganese (I 0 percent). lbe Gold Coast produces about 
600,000 tons, the Belgian Congo about 30,000 tons; these are 
major Allied $0\lrccs. Germany needs manganese unless the 
Ukraine mines can be held, exploited, and their output 
transported. 

(e) Columbium and Tantalum("). These metals come from 
Nigeria and the Belgian Congo, rcspoctively. They are im· 
portant steel hardeners, required by both the Axis and the 
Allies. Columbium is especially important in welding hard· 
coed steels, which is an expanding usc. 

(f) 1imnium (rutile) (2 percent). The relatively small supplies 
available are needed by the Axis especially as steel hardener. 
Titanium is also used as a paint pigment. 

(g) Chrome (Jess than 1 percent). A considerable output is 
available at Sierra L.."'ne, although internal tranSpon facili· 
tics will probably limit 1942 exports to 5,000 tons. The Axis 
supply is short. 

(h) Diamonds (86 percent). The industrial uses or diamonds are 
imponant. The Axis supply is shon. This area includes the 
major world producers. 

• 
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(i) Uranium and Radium("). The Allies have sufficient stocks. 
The Axis probably needs new supplies for medical and in­
d ustrial uses. 

(j) Gold (5 percent). Gold is useful to the Axis for political 
purposes in acquiring foreign exchange. 

B. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

(a) Peanuts (20 percent). French West Africa, Nigeria, the Bel­gian Congo, and Gambia arc major producers. Peanut oils 
are critically needed by the Axis and arc important to the Allies. Dakar employs pressing facilities. The oil is used as diesel fuel. 

(b) Palm Oil (42 percent) and Palm Kernel Oil (81 percent). 
Nigeria, (he .Belgia n Congo, French West N rica arc major producers. These all serve the same needs and uses as peanut 
oil, although their fuel use is Jess highly developed. 

(c) R ubber (less than 1 percent). Liberia will produce 10,000 tons of crude rubber in 1942, which is badly needed by the 
Allies. "Inc estima ted 1943 production is 17,000 tons. French West Nrica is believed to furnish 2,300 tons of wild rubber to the Axis. Crude rubber is needed to supplement synthetic rub­
ber in lire manufacture. 

(d ) ·The area also produces cocoa, coffee, cotton and cotton-seed, scsamumJ copra, timber, sugar, tobacco, beeswax, and Jesser 
quantities of other tropical products. 

The minera ls of the .Belgian Congo cohstirutc tJ1e greatest single smke within the region; the other major mineral deposits lie in British-held Gold Coast and Nigeria. Extensive mili tary operations would be required by the Axis to get a significant amount of these minerals; and this would remain true e"en should Vichy enter full military collaboration with Germany. 
The d istribution of resources in this area also makes it likely that an Axis occupation, limited to Dakar and its hinterland, would re· 
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7 4 ti824JIA 
suit in a net economic loss to Germany. At the present time the 
resources of French West Africa are sent to the Continent not only 
from Dakar, but abo from Conakry, Abidjan, Lome, and Porto­
Novo. These lanc:r portS would be subject to Allied blockade unless 
a movement into Dakar were accompanied by a great increase in 
Axis naval strength in the area, or by successful action against the 
British colonies '•hich flank important segmentS of French West 
Africa, Sierra Leone, the Cold Coast, and Nigeria. 

II. The Character of the Theater 

There are four factors which handicap extensive military action in 
the area by either side: 

(a) Although the ports virtually dominate the individual regions, 
they are, on the whole, well defended from the sea. 

(b) Overland transport, from Northwest to West Africa is inade­
quate for the large scale movement of troops and supplies; 
while the intercolonial rail, river, and road net has also re­
mained relatively primitive. 

(c) The climate, generally hot and humid, would, at best, restrict 
ope.rations to the dry seasons. 

(d) Health ccnditioru are forbidding for Europeans. Malaria and 
dysentery are endemic. Elaborate precautions and continuous 
care would be required to keep any considerable number of 
white tl'oops in action. 

A. PORT FACILIT IES 

The ports dominate the road and railway systemS of each region; 
the resources of the regions are, almost without exception, d rained 
off from the hinterland to the portS. In most cases command of the 
port virtually ensures domination of the region. Defensive installa­
tions are concentrated overwhelmingly at the coastal outlets. 

+Utoi-U I 
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The foUowing ~able lists the principal ports and roughly eharae­
terius them: 

St. Loulo . . • . . .. S.nesal ........ .. 

Dakar .. . .. , , . . . Dakar Oiltrict .. . . . 

Rufuque , .. , • .. S.nqal. . ...... .. 

~!alt ..... .. ....... do ........ . . . 
Bathunt ... , .... Cambia . ........ . 

Ziguiochot.. .. .. Scncpl ......... . 
Bmu. . . . . • . . . • Ponucu- Guinea . 

Bolama .. . .......... de .......... . 

Conakty.. .. .. .. Fm>th Guinea . . . . 

FreetoWn.. .. .. . Sltr,.. Loone .. . .. . 

MontOVi.t.. . . .. . Liberia .. . ...... . 
Abidjl.ll . . . .. . . . Ivory Coan ...... . 

Graud.8aJoom .... .. .. do ...... ... . . 

Sc.l<ondi. .. . .. .. Cold Cout . . .... . 

Ta.koradi . . . . . . . , . , , .do . . . .. . .. . . 

Accra.····· ···· ..... de ........ .. 
Lom~ .......... T010 ........... . 
Cotonou. . • • • • . • Dahomey •..•• . . . 

Lap.. .. .. .. .. Ni&tria . • ..... .. 

Pon Jianoowt ........ do ........ .. 

Cal.lbar ............. de ......... . 

Douala . .. .. .. .. Camtr'0001 ....... 

Comment 

Defended port, quay faclJid .. , harbor 
bar Jimits vc:stdt to tO-foot dran. 

Major commercial harbor aod naval 
buei third largest port of France. 

Defended port, open road1tead, 4 
wharv ... 

Eltuary port, minor. 
WclJ-cquipped minor port and naval 

lxue. 
&wary port, minor. 
Major port ol colony, adeqWitt eomrncr­

cial !aciliti<O; I loos quay, IS.fooc low 
water dn.ft. 

Minor port, important u Pa"'Am<ricao 
bue. 

Defended port, oonddenblc commercial 
faciliti .. ; 2 qua)'l drcdced to 26.4 and 
19.8 feet. 

Major British port in area, defended; 
fairly large but ontiquated lacllltlco. 

Minor commercial port. 
Large dtlcnded pon, reponed Improved 

as aeeondary FreDCh oava.J blUe'. 
Pon acccuib1e only to tmaJI cr~(q carso 

handled by Juri boa.,, 
Open roadstead; conaidcrablo commer. 

cial facilities. 
WeU-equippc:d po~ wh.h minor repair 

!aei.litia; important u way nadon !or 
tnnllcr ol plan<O to Middle East. 

Small harbor, &hallow depth. 
fairly adequate Jmall port: new Q.u&y. 
Mi- commtrcial port; looc pier lor 

surf boa" and amall ,...w, 
Major oommtrcial port, capable ol batl­

dliac 3,000 tons per day. 
lmponant c:oa1i.n& ttadon, 41 mila up 

the .Bonny River. 
Siruated 29 milts up the Cal.lbar Rlver; 

wharf with tS.foot low watcrdran. 
Dctended river pon, t S miles from cout i 

19-loot draft at the qua)'l. 

• 

• 

• 
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Port Region 

Kribi . . • . • • • . . . Camerooru •••..•. 

Santa IJabclla . . . Fernando Po ••.... 

Slo ~.. . . . Po<tuguae bland, 
same name. 

Ubreville....... French Equatorial 
Africa. 

Po<t Geotil •••.••.... do .••..••••• 

Pointe Noire . . .. ..... do . .. ... . . . . 

Cabinda. . • • • . • . Angola .. ..... .. . 
&nana . . . • . . . . ll<:lgian Congo ... . 

8oma ....•...••.•. do .•...... . . 

Ango-Ango .•.... ... . do ..•......• 
Matadi .•••.•••••••.. do •••..••••. 

B. INLAND TRANSPORT 

9 IISZUIJA 

Comment 

Small landlocked horbor, available only 
co amaJI craft and lighten. 

We anchorage; cargo handled by •urf 
boat aod lighter. 

Safe anchorage for arnall and moderate 
draft vascll. 

Small rivtr pon; harbor and docks in 
poor eooditioo. 

Cood anchorage; 12·Coot draft at tho 
quays; minor commercial fatUities. 

Most itnporcant free French pon; ade· 
quate eommcrcial facilities. Some 
...,. equlpmen1 needed. 

Minor harbor. 
Estuary port, 2 m1aU pien; the Congo iJ 
'::Jible for 90 mllea. 2 plcn; wharfage and lighter 
facilities; tmall floating doeki river 
port. 

f'ud oU Jtat,Wn. 
Uppcrmoot river porl on the Congo; plcn 

cranes, and other fadlities; link to the 
rail and road net or the Congo and 
EquatorlaJ Africa. 

West and Equatorial Africa were developed in actardance with the hypothesis that the exploiting power would have free access to the 
region by aea. To this primary assumption the French offered a 
qualified exception, for in their dream of African empire they saw a 
time when an easy way across the Sahara would make them inde· 
pendent of the sea. But even the French in their day-to-day devel· 
opment of African lands copied other eolonizen and built inland 
routes to drain the produce of the hinlerland down to the ports. All 
the powcn used three methods of inland transport: riven, roads, and railroads. 

River traffic, which is the cheapest and easiest in theory, has its 
drawbacks. These riven are seldom navigable over the full length 
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of thcir c:ommcreially important stretches; rapids may spoil an other· 
wise perfect stretch; ri\·er mouths may be clogged by sandban or 
deltas. Furthermore there are not enough navigable rivers. The 
building of roads and railroads has become obligatory. 

By and large, the trunk lines (both railroad and hjghway) d rive 
straight for the coast, as the map indicates, but since feeders are 
essential there has developed n supplementary road net which leads 
out from the trunk lines to other productive areas. While these 
routes, primarily designed to serve a single colony, are sometimes 
well-built, they seldom join similar routes in the neigltboring col· 
onies. And as long as the sea is able to perform the function of 
binding colony to colony, there is little economic stimulus for 
building great intercolonial highways. 

Today's situation will impoee almost insuperable transport diffi· 
culries upon the power which tries to exploit West and Equatorial 
Africa without free employment of the sea. For the only alternative 
to water transport is the land route across the desert. This alter· 
native prescnlll two great problems. 

I. Before goods can be fetched across the Sahara from the south 
they must be gathered at what might be coJUidered the porlll of the 
desert's southern rim. There are three of these which serve the three 
mO&t favored t.rans-desert routes-Dakar, Gao, and Zinder-and 
none of them, except Dakar, is well nourished by feeder routes or 
abl.e to offer suitable warehouse and sorting facilities. Getting the 
goods to Gao and Zinder is likely to be as strenuous a business as 
assaulting the Sahara itself. 

2. The Sahara is \\ide, rough, and dry. Its roads are not roads at 
all, but merely tracks which pass over hard rocky ground or crusted 
sand. The •honest of them iJ I ,609 miles in length and is marked b)• 
infrequen t cairns and monuments. The long di!tances between the 
oases and the inadequately stocked depots force today's desultory 
trans-desert auto traffic to overburden itself with gas, oil, water, and 
food. Furthermore, the few cars which now make the crossing (some 
two to tltree hundred are supposed to have made the trip in 1935) 
must be equipped with special tires, water condensers, and other 
desert paraphernalia. 

• 

• 
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To run motor convoys over the three best routes in sufficient num­

ber to make them commercially useful would not only demand a 
vast development of desert provision stations and of special vehicles, 
but would also require an improvement of the road itself. The 
surface is not able 10 take the pounding of a continuous heavy motor 
transport. 

&cause of these difficulties the French are said to have abandoned 
the attempt tO conquer the Sahara by motortruck. Rather they 
seem to have put their faith in a railroad line which they are even 
now pushing forward with considerable effort and scant hope of 
success. 

C. COMMUNICATIONS: RADIO, TELEGRAPH, 
TELEPHONE 

'I11e principal seaports are adequately equipped for radio com­
munication with ships. Only s!lort-wave broadcasts from Europe 
and America are easily and regularly heard ; adequate sets are 
almost exclusively in the hands of the white population. There 
are also numerous small radio stations, for intercolonial com­
munication and for communication between the towns and their 
hinterland. 

The French colonies are linked to Casablanca, France, and 
South America (Recife) by cables out of Dakar. Accra, in the 
Gold Coast, is the cable center for the British colonies, with lu1es 
to England and South America. Cable lines also link Dakar and 
Accra with the other major por ts. 

'I11e major towns have local telephone systems, and are linked 
by telegraph lines which follow the railways in most cases. 

D. CLIMATE 

The climate in these regions varies not only with the latitude, 
bu t with the terrain and the distance from the coast. There are 
in general, a wet and dry season and high mean temperatures. 
For the area north of Douala (French Equatorial Africa) the rainy 
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ieaJOD is roughly from May to November. South or Douala the 
JeaJOns are revened: June to September iJ relatively dry, the other months are rainy, in varying intensity. The Guinea and Liberia 
regions experience: two rainy Je&.!Ons. In West and Equatorial 
Africa total rainfall decreases and temperatures become more 
extreme inland. In Angola, on the other hand, temperatures 
decrease and rainfall increases as one moves ea.stwa.rd from the 
coast. 

E. HEALTH 

Health conditions in tropical Africa impose a severe handicap on 
military operations. Virtually all of the diseases characteristic of 
the tropics are to be found there as well as numerous others, more typical of temperate climates, such as tuberculosis, pneumonia, 
typhoid, diphtheria, and smallpox. The diseases most prevalent 
are malaria, black-water fever, relapsing fever, sleeping sickness, 
yellow fever, dengue, dysentery (amoebic and bacillary), leprosy, 
yaws, worm and venereal diseases and ailments deriving from nutri­
tional deficiencies, e. g., scurvy and pellagra. 

• 

11tc diseases most to be feared by Europeans are malaria, black- • water, relapsing and yel.low fevers, the dysenteries, and venereal 
infections. The combination or hot, humid cli.mate, the primitive 
nature of the country, its relative isolation from the rest of the world, 
and the lack of normal associations and recreation, induces a son of tropical neurasthenia which also incapacitates many Europeans. 
Yellow fever iJ widely endemic but is wc.ll under control in so far as 
its incidence among Europeans is concerned, although epidemics 
break out sporadically in native communities. Sleeping sickness is 
severe among the nati•·e inhabitants of those sections in which the 
tsetse Ay breeds, but has not greatly threatened the wc.ll-bcing or 
Europeans. 

Danger from these diJeases varies from locality to locality. Malaria 
is widespread, but its i.ncidence iJ much higher along the coast than 
in such hinterland sections as Chad and the Sudan. Yellow fever 
and sleeping sickness areas are well charted. The rainy seasotts 
are generally less healthy than the dry. 

• 
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On the whole, the area, especially in the coastal sectors, is one o( 
the most unhealthy in the world. The Guinea Coast has been known 
since the days of the slave trade as the "white man's gra,•eyard." 
Yet i t has been found that most of the diseases can he avoided or 
remedied by proper precautions a nd prophylaxis. T he grea test health 
problems of the European in tropical Africa today are associated with 
malaria and dysentery. The white Free French troops in Equatorial 
Africa have suffered from a !Ugh incidenceofboth malaria and \'eoereal 
disease. Among the Pan-American Airways personnel at Accra, 
Gold Coast, malaria has au.;ined a cumulative incidence of 55 per­
cent, and it is antici pa ted that eventu a lly 90 percent to 95 percent 
of the men will have heen a !lacked by the malaria parasites. W hi te 
British troOps stationed in West Africa have suffered c:qually. Re­
ports indicate, however, that barracks frc:quently have been inade­
quately protected by screening and lighting. Dysentery is more 
easily controlled. 
lt is now generally recognized that the habi tual "live grains of 

quinine daily" is not infallible agalnst malar ia. The one certain 
preventive is to avoid the bite of an infected mosquito. This can 
be done only by staying out of areas in which the infected mosquito 
is bred, or by wearing mosquito boots and clothing designed to 
lessen the body area exposed to bites; by living in quarters tightly 
screened and well lighted; and by sleeping under individual mosquito 
nets. Strict pt·ccautions wi th regard to water for huma n consump­
tion, such as boiling and filtering, or chemical treatment, and careful 
supervision of native cooks and mess hands for cleanliness, adc:quately 
protect against the dysenteries. 

There is nothing in the climate wltieb makes it prohibitively 
dangerous for tlte European, adc:quately c:quipped, clothed, in­
structed, aJld protected, to Jive and work in central Africa in reason­
able comfort and safety. Europea.n officials, missionaries, traders, 
and their families remain in the tropics for extended periods, and 
live normally long lives. European troOps have operated sucecssfully 
in some of the worst sections o( tropical Africa. Substantial numbers 
of Allied whi te troops and technicians are now stationed in this area, 
but native troops under white officers comprise tl1e bulk of the forces. 

• 

• 

• 
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III. .Native Ma11power and Morale 

West and Equatorial Africa, ";th a population in exC)eSS of 
61,000,000 inhabiting an area of 4,452,954 square miles, offers no 
unlimited reservoir of manpower for additional economic or mi litary 
activities. Most of this region is sparsely settled, with an average 
population density of only 13.5, and few large concentrations of 
population. The number of Europeans resident in this area, in 
which the severely tropical climate baA discouraged white scnlcmcnt, 
is about one-tenth of I percent of the native popu lation. 

The manpower resources of French Equatorial Africa arc already 
utilized fully. Only in British West Africa (mainly in Nigeria and 
the Gold Coast), are limited native surpluses available. 

The climate and d isease characteristic of tropical Africa have left 
their impress upon the native. Large numbers of natives work 
reluctantly, if at all, in this bot climate; while many others are 
incapacitated for useful producti,·e effort by the ravages of disease. 
Widespread physical debility, general nutritional deficiency, hook· 
worm, malaria, yaws and venereal disease all serve to reduce greatly 
the number of able-bodied native men available for work or combat. 
While African women normally serve as an important labor force in 
the traditional native economy, thC)' do not willingly work for white 
men. 

The native constitutes the indispensable labor supply in modem 
Africa. Long accustomed to a communal way of life, he is not eager 
to work for wages, and capitation levies in the form of head and hut 
taxes are employed to induce him to work. 

The vast majority of natives are plodding, simple peasants, wedded 
to their communal lands, and endowed with a typically peasant 
outlook on life. Among t.hese are found many tribes whose me.mben 
are industrious and skillful agriculturists. They are exceedingly 
provincial, and their world is stiU largely bounded by the territorial 
limits of the tribal domain. In the large trading centers, and es­
pecially in the seaports, however, there has developed a substantial 
wage-earning class of natives who are largely detribali zed, and 
divorced from the land and the traditional native way of life. In 
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this group are to be found some highly undesirable elements which 
have absorbed most of the vices and few of the virtues of the Euro­
pean. Living in the squalor of native slums, addicted to alcohol, 
disease-ridden, lazy, and venal, this derelict clement in the native 
population constitutes a vexing problem for the European. 

The low wages prevailing for all but a few clerical po&tions offer 
natives little incentive for industry or efficiency in their work. 
Unskilled native workers in both British and French terri tories 
commonly receive from 6 to 10 cents a day, while native artisans 
draw from 20 cents to Sl a day. 

Full utilization of the available native manpower is hampered by 
the lack of simple machinery. 

In the past, France has utilized much more of this colonial mao­
power for military service than has Britain, but both countries during 
the present war have increased their existing establishments. Small 
but well-trained infantry forces, under European officers, are sta­
tioned at many points, especially in Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Gold 
Corust and Chad. The tribes vary greatly in skill and va lor on the 
field of battle, but the Senegalese aod Hausas have won high praise 
in this war and the natives of the Belgian Congo anacked and beat 
numerically superior Italian forces at the sources of the Nile. 

There have been no serious disturbances and no organi zed oppo­
sition to the war effort in the territories controlled by the British 
and Free French, and native morale is not a critical problem. But 
the attitude characteristic of 11'1051 natives appears to be one of passive 
indifference, with little comprehension of the great issues in conllict. 
Native attitudes are difficult to appraise, because of the general lack 
of education. 

There is, however, a highly articulate native ~itc. This group is 
concentrated primarily in the towns. It embraces the affluent chiefs 
and their retainers, • the educated oati,·es (many of whom hold 

• Wht:re the admlnluradvc poUcy ot tndJrect Rule il • pplied, u in BritUh Niao-IJI, the. ccn• 
dcnGy t. for 'he. mpol1aibk etUcta to commancl l:arJt u..1.t.r1u ln addidon to tbc tavltet tra· 
dltion.a.Uy rmcktul by lht:lr native: tubjma. The N"~ P.oUtt draw &be b&c.bttt lQCOIDtl 
atn0ft1 the oati~ nakn ot Wut ud .Eq•eorial A.&ica. The t.mit ol K.aoo. b ca.plt, 
r«aWf a .aty ol £1.000. tocrtbct whh en ~ ol tl.SOO. Other Brititll Jt.ln an ia 
propordonetc inooomc bnd~ttt: &he mklil ol f'Kne:h terriklritt ~\ie mbtb lea 
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dcgrccs from OlCford, Cambridge, French or American Unh·ersities), 
and lhe ambitious nath·e youlh. It has new•papers and organiza· 
tiorn to express i!S vieW!. In lhe french colonies lhe ~ite are 
absorbed in lhe administrative system and !how a definitely pro­
French altitude; !hat is, they reAcct lhc attitudes of their " 'hite 
administrative superiors. In the Briti!h colonies, where barriers 
between Europea ns and Africans a rc higher, man)' of the ~lite 
remain closer to the native masses and have a sha rply critical, 
though not pro-Nazi, outlook. 

Throughout West and Equatorial Africa lhe natives ordinarily live 
and think on a tribal ba.s.ls, and "nationalism" as known ehewhere 
can hardly be said to exist. What little "ideology" !here i.!, tspe· 
cially among lhe tlite, is strongly anti-German in lhc former German 
colonies and anti-Nazi in general. This attitude, however, i.! based 
on racial grounds, as a reaction to l"azi ideas and practices, ralher 
!han upon political considerations. It is essentially negative in 
character, !hat i.!, anti-Nazi but not pro-Ally. Little has been done 
in British West Africa, e-·en by way of symbolic gestures, toward 
creating among native masses any positive sentiment for the demo­
cratic cause. In bolh Briti!h and free french territories members 
of lhe native ~ite have made substan tial monetary contribu tions to 
lhe war chests. 

The em rancc of the United States into the war on the side of 
Britain is a factor c..1leulatcd to improve native morale and to win 
greater sympathy for the Allied cause, since the United States 
legeodarily is held in great respect by natives. 

Admini.!trative policies in the several political subdivisions of this 
area are varied, The British, especially in Nigeria, have applied the 
method of Indirect Rule, which embodies principles of tutelage and 
trwteeship, under which lhe natives are to be trained in self-govern­
ment. The french have adhered to a policy of asSMal1on, a com­
bination of a mild \'Crsion of indirect rule with the earlier and unsuc­
cessful French policy of asnimlalion, by which the natives were to 
become full-fledged French citizern. In some territories a form of 
direct rule i.! employed, wilh a minimum of native participation. In 
none of the territories, not excepting Liberia, has lhc na tive gained a 
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controlling voice in the policy-making dclibcrmions of the territory; 
in most his participation is advisory. Where the franchise exists, itS 
extension to natives is very li mited. The native chief holds a position 
of important local responsibility, especially under the Bri tish, but he 
is subject to the direct supervision of British offlcials. 

Reports indicate that there has been a tendency for the Vich)• 
French to modify the traditional French native policy in favor of a 
more authoritative and repressive regime, with resultant restiveness 
among the natives in Vichy-<X>ntroUed Africa. 

IV. Gennan Preparations and Current Activities 

In 1936 Germany began an extensive agitation for the return of her 
former colonies. In the course of the present war, her aims ha,·e 
gradually expanded to include all Africa as the logical economic 
complement to the New Ordco· in Europe. Tropical agriculrural 
produce and minerals are particularly coveted. 

In order to awaken sympathy for its African designs among the 
German people, and to enlist and train Germans to become colonists, 
the National Socialist government established the IILichsA.olrmialbrmd. 
By 1939 this organization had approximately 8,000 officials and 
l ,000,000 members. Since 1936, and particularly between 1938 
and the opening of the Russian campaign in June 1941 its acth~ties 
have included: 

(a) An enormous propaganda campaign to enlist recruits for 
colonial tra ining and to prepare the German public for action 
in Equatorial Africa; 

(b) The establishing of schools and lecture courses in which tcos of 
thousands of German men and women have been prepared for 
life and work in the tropics. 

While the demands made upon Germany's energy and manpower 
by the Russian war have reduced the intensity of Rtichskolonialbund 
activity and the number of its members, the German government 
nevertheless has at its disposal a substantial body of trained colonists. 
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In addition to this group, Germany has trained a large number of 
specialislli in the following fidds: ll'Opical medicine, colonial admin­
istration, colonial forestry, colonial mining, colonial geography, and 
colonial technology. The Reich Research Council has coordinated 
and di.rected the activities of German Colonial scientists, special­
izing in two activities: 

(a) The production of conveni.ent handbooks and compendia of 
colonial knowledge; 

(b) Planning extensively for the exploitation of African resources. 

Germany has supplemented these domestic preparations with 
familiar Fifth Column operations in Equatorial Africa. Colonial 
scientists have gathered information not only in their own special 
fidds but also on harbors, trails, disease areas, and highways. 
German nationals have been mobilized for espionage, while efforts 
have been made to influence the natives, and even to organize 
them, as German Allies. 

On the whole, it appears that these operations have been success· 
fully diminated in British and Free French possessions. There re-

• 

mains, nevertheless, a chain of bases for German activity. These • 
stretch from Spani.sh Morocco down through the Canaries, Portu· 
guese Guinea, Liberia, Spanish Guinea, and Portuguese Angola. 
In the Canaries and Angola there are, undoubtedly, considerable 
numbers of pro-Nazi Germans; and the Canaries may, even now, 
serve as a German submarine base. In the other a reas some German 
agents are believed to be operating, but the reports of their efficacy 
and number are conflicting. It is clear, however, that Germany 
has created and is holding a fringe of "infection points" which 
flank the whole West and Equatorial African area with the active 
cooperation of the Spanish government and the hdpful incompe· 
tence of the Portuguese. 
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