
I 

98 

170. 

G. A-11>/J r.AP.FAEE - SO'"'TKI/i':JT PACII'IC AJEA : l!arch, 1942 - r'ebru•ty, 1)44. 

Regraded Unclassified



• - THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

7thnlll')' 28 , 1944· 

MWOIUMOOM lOR MI§8 TQY..I 1 

D.ar O.r&ee, 

Ir t b• PToaidtll t 1a looltinll 
Cor • ..,.t.h1n8 w .... d 1 u oua·e loUt "'" 
will t1rni the eaclo .. d llCOOUIIl Of Ute 
111eUJ.e of Cue<1&learu.J.• 1ntenot1nll rMJ!int. , 
Ir be la pr .. eeo tor ""'• t.he.re 11 ao 
neeo t or hill to reed loU melcatd report 
at t.h1.a t.i.a.e • 

11ll..liOM BllOtll • 

Regraded Unclassified
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00 .Flo•! .711- L 
TH~ WH tTE: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

·~bnu.ry l, 1':144 . 

Tl1.V !'trJllO\o:;..n0 l!.rtiCl e '-'th,•\il' t.J.'- t.i\J.tt 11 r:~t.r,l.iL tnU Jh."tl ~l .. n, ... 11 
kppt.r:. .1.D t.tt eo.tr'1U6 ,u..: 0 • . , . 1. .. e idy , i ... Lut or Jt u~~ ry .. (,, l 9.:t. : 

"uove.rrunental leufoiero of IIU~t.r,Jll~ li.nd ~v" t..cll1hnt1 1 muat.inc; in Ct.nb.rr· , thit "e(:" conclooec &o pLCt. !'or !"'\;.t.ure t).Cb...a~,e oi' Llfu1 t.ian and COOJ~en.UYO •ct.io:a i.u !.Ol.i\.t'. t'c..C1i1C t- • Oult.- o '!'t.e \.t..O VO?C.!'~ rnt ... a"'r u .'<i 1.4 t,.C.1~ rel t.0 ' conUrl;..our ltt.a..nr 01 cont.ulu.t.ion , 1 r obt b.ly t.iil'I)U&,h a porr.wneot eocret.trlllt., for joint. DC t.ion in ill t.t.crD of coooon conc:~rn , 6uch •'" contNl ot t.e:.rrit.orie£1 m. tivt. .. t:.H'src .. r,_ co.-Wlie ... t...t.. 1nt . Tt.e cont•ero~t , bt- teo by PilL~ M.L1! .. t~r Jobn C.urtio of , u .. t.l"·ll• tlllll 'ri.J:.e 6.i.ttb t.er Pukr trLt.cr of •• e~ '-L lAna., .. l ... o proJ10U:d th• l'or..aina. of .:.. ~ou\.lo • ~t..s l«.:t,;ion£..1 Couicbion , !lade up of rtprtJrcnt.6:t.1vc.. ~;; fro&:l l.he t~o Co::ll.nionn, ll!'e.t..t. Brit.u.1n , .fru1ct. c..n.u ta~ UnitfiC ~t...:.t.ou , to com:lae r pot.t.­•c...r ut.velopgcnt. in t.t..(;; 1.-.lUltl.~ &.A.;.j&.ccnt. to n.u.t t.: li6. a..n .• ca • f!ll !ld . 
11 .. ut;, t.rtilia wuJ 10 .. .li#u..lea.na ·~U.l j oln Uy L ubai t t.ncir vittt o on thet e c.bt.tert l.o the propot.ed. bl'l tich un ire Prlo'C' l1n1 .. t.<:rt ' conference, •hl.ch itt C.Xpt.:Ct.t.<J E-Ub:..f.ld.,UUJUy W ll>y t.r.t: ~t,.U . .a bt.:fO:(' --1 t.b. U~it.ed .lt..t.iO:t&. . 

"Preoo !i cpctcl ... • enid w.Mt a pro,;r.., col.Lino! for rutu.ro c<>~tr<>l by Au~ trt.l.i.a t nd. :;n: .. t6J....zd ot i ... l(..."lG.t not Ut.t:.erto u.~t 1· t.t.eir juric­diet.lon "4 presented by 't.!'.t ~u. t.rt...lit-n ~oveuw.< ,-.t to t.r.r con ·to: renee t.t. Cun bt.. rr6. . '1 he J,urrt;.ri..1144l p!'<.t~t t;.£"n£r-L..lly io:.;i;..t.:.. t.m. t it. is il:lplici t in Au:.. t.rilill ' t 1 Ut,..t.e& tions tllL t. t.h< rfl t t.nu.ld bf. uny1el.U1nt; t:over cit}l t.y t"Or th• l:irit.it h ~Or\ ot ltb of .lt. tiOt.f OV(T t .. ~ t.t..rrit.OTitS .... t.t-..in t.t.e n. ... t~r6.l G.c! ... ~~· ::o .. *l_ of •. u~ t.r aa ~-:no l \i 4.......1· .u . .. his pre ur bly refere to u~c ~olo~n l; lt.nc.&, tl.~; l:l:it~rck.s .t. )Q .J6~. 1.1uine6. t 1t.uu pot.tJ.Uly to otllvr h.1u.nco to tho north ~.o.n<f Ltt.t·t. or 1.uaLl·t1ita. . 11 

I 
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/ / . , .... x~/ THE WHITE HOUS£ • ll'\ I 

" WASH INGTON ~ )" ~ 

/ 

Junuary 25, 1941., 

~~ 

Plca~e take Ul) wl c!. t he Joint 
Stll.t'f the follo.,in.~ 1u ls t i on ll1lO l 'lt 
.. ilava an inforl»l rilport. 

Tb9 llew Zeal and Olin:I.Ster , Mr . 
laah, cama to me the ether dsy and 
laid that it ls impossiblo tor Haw 
Zeal en:! to l!l&intdn t.,;;o ru.ll Divisions, 
one in Ito.ly and the otllel: 1n the 
So.lo.an8 , I gather i t i s e quos t 1on 
or replacements. 

~ first thought 11 that t he 
reque• t for the el11111nation or one 
Divis i on should bo acceded to, &ad 
rq second thought is t hat it should 
be t he D1Yis1on 1n I taly bec~aa. 
the au1ntenance of that D1Y1110n 
troa a ban 1n Jew Zealand aeana a 
tr ... ndoua ~unt or t r aulportation 
1n both directions. I t aieht bt 
poaa1ble to keep the Italian Diw1ai on 
1n Ital)' certainl)' until Ro .. 11 1n 
our handl -- a&)' April first -- but 
t his 11 e .. tttr which ooncern8 t he 
Collb1n&d starr.. 

1 

Regraded Unclassified



THI WHITI HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-2-

• 
1 aho\lld like t o k.an a 1lant. oo 

1t which 1 aba.l.l oo-mtoat.e to Jlr, 
Obur-chill. 

1here aro a n~e. of otb.r 
Q111at1~ which tl'•e Joi»t 8t&.ff or 
the Colb1ned Staffa here could let 
M b&Ye e tho~t on. 

r . u. lt . 

I' .s. Plca eu rvt\U"n ltr. trash •a 
letter •1tb your roply. 

Regraded Unclassified



l 
• 

J\lne 11 , l9k) 

l •• encl os-ng a note 
wblcb wlll ronoally aeknowlede• your 
~evor~l ooaaun1eat1ons to me about 
~~J. lre ratt. 

1 do hope you h~vo a 
IUCCOI IfUl Vil it in ~l~nd . nd I lholl 

look ro.·ur<l 1.0 •••ln;; you upon your 
ret.u.nt. 

1 • • ••r1 pleaood 1.0 
learn or t!.- Uno procreso tnat llro . E'ratt 
1o .... 1<111&· 

!vur eo cordi al ly yours , 

encl. 

llr. H.Y.t vatt, 
J.ust.ral1Af\ L•i•t.lon, 
Wuhir..;ton , D.C. 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



June U, 19• J 

lly deU' llr. En tta 

I u """ IJTi p&red t.o r eply to Ill'. Cu.rtio 1 1 
requ .. t., &I oubal.tt.ed by you, tor t.cetica.l alrcralt . 

Tb1s ao•ertl..aftt, und• r lao.d-lH.ae arra.o;:.­
_t.e, ll , ,..pared t.o (1•• .luotnll..r. •wroxiaatelr 
475 ;>lda•• pl'lor t.o t.'le end <>! 1944. Thl• l o lD 
eddl t.ioa to UJ pr•• l oue cooaitaente ~•de by ue to 
your IO'f-e:rnaeDt. Semi! of th.el!e pla.nea, i n ttll 
probob1llt7 dhe boab<ro ,;ad ! l£htero, •ill bo oon~ 
at onee. 

No ooi'Ilta""t ClUI bo If do o t tM.II t.iae o.a 
t.o t.tle type or tho bal ooco or t ho plt.n•• that . ,... to 
bo delherod to you but t.h• t will bd oonn.aaed 
U..odbtel;r. 

It b inposs lblo, t'urt.homor e, a t ttlie 
tU.., to 11"" tho oxtac>t elAte• ~<h en tho plenes csn be 
deli•ored to you but you coo bo """' t-1>at thJ.o will 
be done u oul7 u ttlo stroteg ic ~&J.droscnt• ""n.lt . 

Or . H. V • .batt, 
Auotr&liu Lego.tlon , 
loahington, D.C. 

CC-Cenernl H.H .Arnol d 1 AAP 

SECRET 
Regraded Unclassified



BECR~ 
WAlt. DCPAft'TM,DoiT 

THE CHIEI' ~ &TAFT 

WA5-4JNGTON 

IIEIIORAHDUW FOR ThE PRESIDUIT: 

ltay ~5. l94J . 

Subject: Dr . ~vatt • s request for the R.A. A. F . 

Since your brief convera.tion with me yeeterdoy even­
ing on tho above sW>Ject I hove gone in to t ho matter again and 
as a result submit a new draft for a reply by you to Dr . Evatt . 
It is attached . 

this 
ion . 

I t is my opinion that to meet Dr . Evatt ' s req~test at 
tille we must do de!'ini to berm to our~~- in some direct­
! wish you would consider these 6$~1' hie request~ 

We agreed a f"ew weaks ago t.o a material increa&e in the 
air forces to t ho Southwest Pacific and those reinforcements are 
now e.n :route or, in the case of the heavy bombers , have alraady 
arrived . 

These additional planes proposed by Dr . Evatt ..,ount 
to appro:x:im!Ltely n JfQ!. increase in the total nir forces,actually 
61.% of tno pr es on t U. S. air f orce under ltacArthur , 

The British Chiefs of Staff have niacussed this with 
the roprosentntive of the R. A. A. F . in \iaehington and they <10 not 
agree with Dr • .Evett's proposal . 

I t is not a small matter but a very large one. 
he bas poundea us with propaganda. ana personal pressures . 
be seriously hurt if we sul:mi t to his demands . 

Fra~, 
1\e will 

If the attached letter does not meet your views I run 
preparaa to redraft it accordingly . 

Incl.. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

I 
I 
I ,, 
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TH£ WHIT£ HOUS£ 

WASHINGTON 

-

Since receipt of your letter or May 20t.n 1 bave bad tho plano 
situaloion carorull:y reourveyed, and in adclit.1on toere baa been a CO<I&1d­
eret1on or tho ovar-&11 ;>].ene pro_., by the CoGbined Chiolo or Start 
now in aaaaion bore. 1 ban also cti•cWieed tho ll<ltter in 00116 dat.ll 
with General Mara hall and GfOneral llcllarney - wno i s act.1nc for t.eneral 
Arnold in tile latter ' • absence . It naa been roy strong auire to •••t 
the r "''ue•t of the Australian Covom<Dent it 1 t appeared prect.1cable to 
do so without seriously ioterferin~ with tho general progrlllll. 

Tho o.ntioipet..d proauc1>1on of nircraH inclicat.es at t.llo pres­
ent t.l..llo tbat it probably will not be possible to alt.er ax.iatin arrange­
menta other than by t.ne reduct.1on ol at;reed upon CO::IIitr.enta in other 
theet.era . Our 191.3 production scnooulo will not, it is ba11oved, exceed 
uiatinS CO!aiteanta . li" it should 1 enall see tbat t.lle Australian Cov­
armoent clirectly banetits by tba iocruae. bul> Wider ax.iatin eire-­
stances it. ooea not. appear t.be part. or wiaaoa to pr<llli:s-e you an inereaM 
which quite evid&ntly can only be obtained by the r<~auct.1on 01 otbar co•­
odt!Dente . This course invol.ves eitb•r overrull.ns the aeciaione or tho 
Collbinod Chiefs or St.et'f or so cut1>1ns ioto our u.s . trainiog prol(r&JII aa 
to r oduco the output of traineo cor~bat cr ows . '!'be planes ror thia last 
purpoeo are tho seed com for our Air progr&Jll . 

In tho oarl,y llllys of U. S. s>•rtic.lpotion in tho wa.r wo greatly 
lwapered tho aovolopoant of our Air torcoa by orawi.ng on tho plano• need­
ed for tho traininll or the peraoonal. ~e aloo b&JIIpereo our -r oHor1. by 
S<mcti.ng out partially t.nt..lneo cre• a ana by cutting into l>he co..J. tllants 
for roservoa to be estobll•hed 1n the nriOWI theaters, leavinp, c-...:1-
ers without adoquat.e planes to koep tbair un1t.e on a iully operetivo ba­
sis . 1 do not feal tbat we should ronew such destructive proceow-o,whicb 
must. be the caae wer• I to agree to meet your requests at this particular 
u.e. 

In considering this lll').ttor it 11uat be undorotood that ws are 
per fectly willinr to turn over tho equip.ont of U. S. squadron a in tba 
Southwest Pacit'ic to tba Australian Ooveroaont for tho inc roue of 1 ta 
national air Coree . ho•ever, this proceaure na referrea to t:.eneral Mc­
Arthur end ho 1a apposed to it. 

SECRET 

• 
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-
Under ~be circumatancae I oug,. .. t tha~ tha Auotrallan <Oovarn­

IOt!Jlt sulalt a aat.ailod prograa outlinin1 t.hoir proposed expa1111on ot the 
R. A. A.f . for l944, 1n Septaaber out, which rlll be just prior t.o tba 

' reSll.T'Yey ot all.oc.aUona 1n t.ba ll.:ht. of the evanta of t.ue .U..8r both 
•• to 11 ·uw, and production . I ai1&U p.non&lly """ U...t '"'" propo­
oala ot t.b~ Aunral1an Gonrn:>ent are ci•., tbo 110st ca.reful coaoiaer ­
ation, wit.h a Yi.., to the oarly inCrMII ot t.be R. A. A.t. 

The Right Honourable 
Dr . H. V. Evatt, K. C., M. P . 
The Australian Lo&at1on , 
)117 Woodand llrivo, 11 . 1¥., 
l'uhingten , D.c. 

Sincerely youro, 

- 2 -

SECRET 
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• WAft DEPARTMENT 

,_.E CHIEF OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

N.ay 23, 1943. 

IIEMORANDUII FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

SUbj ect: Aircraft for the Royal 
Australian Air Force. 

Dr. Evatt's l etter of May 20th, attached, 
is a restatement of the request contained iD his 
letter to you dated April 22~d, which was answered 
by your letter of May 5th. 

The Australian government desires a fixed 
agreement for tbe development of the Roybl Austra­
lian Air Force to 71 squadrons, and proposes an ex­
pansion of nine additional squadrons over the program 
agreed upon for 1943 and eighteen additional squad­
rons b,y July 1944. Thorough invest igation indicates 
that current allocations to the Royal Australian Air 
Force cannot be increased without serious disruption 
of existing commit ments. 

It is recommended that a letter be dis­
patched to Dr. Evatt substantially in the form of 
the draft herewith subarltted. I would interpose 
no objection to the substitution of Auatralian for 
American squadrons now in the Southwes t Pacific, but 
General NacArthur does not deem this advisable . 

Regraded Unclassified
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~!l!t! 

T1IE IHIT!: HOUSI 

WASHtiiG'I'Oif 

I rlah nry auch tbat I could accede to tho roquoat in rour 

latter of llo,y 20th, wbaroin you ousgoat tbat adc!1t1onal aircraft be 

prOTic!ec! to ~rait an earlr accoapl1alulent of tbo Royal Australian 

Air Porco Prograa. 

Tho production pl'Ogr&a of our aircraf~ ioduotry bas bou 

thot"C>qbly rootuc!iec!, &De! H 1o not now possible to alter exiatina 

arrt.I>SO .. nts, which wore doacriboc! in 110' letter of J.lq 5th. Our l94J 

airora!t production aobodule will not exceed axieting coaait .. nta, and 

it ie, tharefore, not praoticahla to increuo tho allocation of air-

oraft to the Royal Australien Air Force to oxcoec! the 634 tect1cal 

aircraft which was agreed upon by tho Coahinoc! Cbiafs of Staff on 

January 21 last. 

I s ugg8ot. tbat tho Australian Govenuoent submit a doteilec! 

procraoo outlining thoir pl'Opoted eXJ>anaion of tho Roral Auatralian Air 

Force during 1944. When tho allocation of aircraft for 1944 is considorod, 

yw aar he sure tbat the UnHoc! Statea Joint Chie!e o! Staff rlll giva 

•7"1"'thn1c eonaideration to tho roquiro.,..nta or tbe Roral Auotralian 

Air Force . 

Si noorely yours, 

J 

Regraded Unclassified



~l;,C!tl! 

.-... £ A AffE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

:Jay 21, 1<4) · 

ar:..vr~ <!Jlili FOn 

GL:l~ ~ ..... lu~o.w .. : 

I<"OH ?RE?hfil, o:.::v.. vF 1ULX 

l vh ... 1 ... r~..r.u .. ·runt. 

F . t.li . 

Regraded Unclassified



·--------11 
~----------~~.-~-:;:..---~.~.;ifi~a~~~~.--~At tb~USTRALIAN L ttOA T ION, 

W ASM I NG TON. o. c . 

Llay 20th, l91.J 

Dear !l~ , President , 
r ' 

Follo'IO'ing upon r.tr. Churchill ' s endorsement 

at the Pacific War Council of Mr . Curtin's propossl for 

equipping the additionsl squadrons of Ule Royal Austrslian 

Air Force and your 1110st helpflll observatione, I beg to 

request your own endorsement of the plan before the present 

conferences termina te . The totsl aircraft (unit equipment) 

involved numbers 474 and it was part of the a l ternative 

proposal. which I submitted to you t hat. deliveries should be 

spread over a aufficieot tin:e to cover tho expanding personnel 

of the Royal Australian Air For ce . 

All this is respectfully submitted . 

The Honourable Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
President. of the United States, 

Washington, D. C. 

Yours sincerely, 

I Regraded Unclassified



)/{? • --\\\w THE W HITE HOUSE 

7 NASHINGTON 

2-27-4) 

llEliORAliDtn.l FOR THE PRElliD£liT : 

The State Department aovises 

that Sir Owen Dixon will not leave 

for about ten days. If the t~e of 

departure shoulo be moved up they 

will notify us . 

I • 

Regraded Unclassified



_ .. 
,..__,-.l!WitY Oir.,.-AW __ ,.. .. .. • 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

'I 

February 26 , 1943 

M!KORANDtnl FOR GENERAL WATSON : 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a note dated 
~"ebruary 25th froo the niiStrttli.m llinister, together 
with the or1~1nal copy of a oessare addressed to t he 
Pr~< ident by tb~ Prime Winister of Aust rali a , the Right 
Honorable John Curtin . 

I t will be noted that robe Australian Minister would 
be Fratef ul if the President could r eceive hi m prior to 
his departure for Austr al i a . 

Will you be good enou'!h to let me 'mow when i t will 
be a~reeable to the President to r eceive Sir Owen Dixon? 

fOv~~ 
George z. Summerlin 

Enclosure : 
Cooy of note dated Pebruury 25 , 

1943 fro~ the ~inister of Au~trdlia , 
with ori.,. inal enclosur·e . 

I 
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Sir, 

AUSTRALIAN L!CATION 

WASHHIC':'ON, D. C . 

25th Februury, 1943 

I have the honour to enclose herewith, !or favour 
vf transmission to the Pr~sident , a message addressed to 
ohe President ~ the Prime Wtnister of Australia, the 
Rirnt Honourbble John Curtin. 

I should be ~ratP~l ir the President coul1 grant ~e 
•n interview in vi ew of my visit to Australia for purpo~es 
uf consultation with my Covernment. 

I have the honour to be , 

Sir, 

Your obodiont servant, 

OWEN DIXON 

The Honourable 

Cordell Hull , 

Secretary of State of thD United States, 

Washington, D. C. 

Regraded Unclassified



• 
1111 . PRESIDEII'l : 

A uS'TftALtAtt L t::OATtOn. 

W A.Ht H OTOH . O c 
hbrw.ry ..:L th, 1'14) 

I have been r.quuted by thoo Primo ll!nl.atar ot 

Australia, Tba Right Honourable John Curtin, to convey to 

you t he !oll~•!ni &eeoage : -

• In tho conviction thot personal collaboration 

18 the boot !ora ot coneult&tion for tho pr osecution 

of our cOII!IIOn war effort, I &nnounced in Parllaaent 

t.odlr;r that Dr . £ntt would ohortly proeeed &broad to 

vi!it the Unit&<\ St.-too and, later on, the United 

1(tll8daa. Present intentions are that he will leave 

AustraliA eoae tiM in llucb. Nothing would ba .. 

given me g.re .. ter pleasure then to accept your l<ind 

inv1t..t1on anJ vioit you in person, bu t with tho war 

at its present critical etago domondlng the closest 

attention of tho Chief Executive Officer in ali 

the!l.tres , I feel it ,q duty to N:oain at present in 

AW!tralia . 

A year •co Dr. Entt represented ""' and t'>o 

valusble al.eoton on behalf of Australia, and I Md 

no hesitation ln cloolcling t hat in view o! the peraonal 

contacts bo had alroadJ made , nne! tho foundations 

already laic! , no one could better represent Auatralia 

at the present juncture than my llinleter for External 

Affairs . 

I feol confident that you will all a!forcl bia 

.... berototoro tl'.e "" co~Lionco and o;>partanity or 

per""n..J. colleboration. 

Regraded Unclassified
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\· 

2. 

I propose that Slr C>Nn Dixon should return 

to Australia tor a obort vioH tor tbs purposes ot 

consultation and exchange or views . In bl.s aboenco 1 

subject to your oonvonienco , Dr . Evatt will represent 

Australia in tho United States , and will occupy a 

oeet on tho Pooitic Wor Council. 

It is :zy oornut hope and intention to vio1t 

you at a later dato and to carry to you pereonall.7 

a:r salutations and roepocta . • 

l 

Regraded Unclassified



\...--------------- THif UNDEIIt SC.C .. OA.RY OF' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

My denr lJr . Forster: 

The President asked oo to l &t you have for his 

f ileS the attache d Copy Of the lelter Vl>tiCh he haS 

addressed loda)' to tho l'rirut Minister of Australia 

and which I &'II h.andin0 to the Austr alian Ulnistor who 

will take it with him .t.on ho retw·ns to Australia in 

the near future . 

Believe me 

Enclosure . 

Ru do lph Forster, t sq . , 
The \Thito House . 

Regraded Unclassified
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' 

)larch 2 , 1943 

: •!:.al11 ,.• co.no 1 ~· ~.,.11;1•& .-1 lo . .. lllJ ol •' Crl oo4. • ""' • ~ .. •- .. .,.. on h! o s t o on.;Oft, en.! t.o •Hl ~·t .• t.l>o ; U C:O or lUI' ., OQ •.bo .. U'lo ar ..... a . 
. .. J _ ~oll , en bc;w Ytn"7 Jill.~ • ..... ~ ... ill .a-.to ~:'" • . !won .. _.o\lr ·D: • t cr _ _,.! .. cCK:nt DD • la ,..._ tw-<O &!!:or •,. !•:.&. to ~.;.~~t.J"L.ta . 

- ~;... .u: • ll .~ ·~t . .!:'\.,. .,, ... : :. u1",ht .:n ..a¥!.1\! • oT-:>l.ar"L .. ~ t t. Dr &.:.. ' toe .1-tb taw .... r ... rox. !etl -- tJO~ \he rol~o! . : '4 ·1- - - !.hot aro t .:; c ,..,..,. • • ;~.>;or.t . 

{fWt CIOT.t! o ~1AH:f 1 L' 'till t.!lllt. :'>loa ta 1uu . .... · • .lao..sa Uloe .. ~ 0: ourl4 -~.loilao. Oa . t ~ ..-, ., 1...: ... t,'-' t!:.at. • n ax.lorJ.t~r; ,ro~ l • !a l t .ceo !' oJOC! • 11': • .:. OH •-= 1.:-1 ~ 1 n &.heir ..-;r;wt, oo,ec1•117 tho:lo roedo or w'olc~ L .aro .,.. u.,erc..~lo """'• 1-. 11.1 t · A oo.. MU...lna.-, \ o -ro 
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..: .. ...-1 .Lat.., eo.n1"U' .. oe . 
be -· CH Ul. t l\la '1'01.17 8 

-r&tb 
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L:.ar ch 1, l?l.J. 

;; ... senC:lnr. you ht:re"l th a IU&tes te<1 oessr.;;e tu 'Jr . 
Curtin 'It! 1..:11 etr 01ron Duon ~ .... t .. iiO to hies 1':111 yuu 
'" vver 1t ~nd 7~t 1 ~ 1ntu pro~er fora? 

t~ur ~r . Curt~ : -

1 elall, of ruur~e, ~ telichteo to see r7 
J.l.cl frl~no, Lr Dract w~.en h., CO''I'I her e on his t.a)' to 
wud~n. and "" Wlll t.lsite ti.U l)lA·:• or Sir OWen un t he 
l'a.'H1c i<.tr Cowv•il . 

llay 1 tel.l. f<JU l.o1o v I'J h4pp;r I tu.ve toEou l.u 
helfluc f1r """'' tlxon an y;ur :Jil.ittur ..n.: '<e cuunt un 
id.c rut urn a!'ter hl .. vial t to Auotrl\11&. 

Tht~n ho so. .. s ,.,u he ,,J.ll ~bll :;ou so.-ut.h1n~,; 
o!' r1:r tli.;U,_ht 1n havtug llt. explur .. ~lll')' .11etin~; of the 
Unit"" .• ll t1.J!'lS to talk OVI:r !Ollt rooo ~roble::. - not tlaw 
rellflf ;>r.Jbh!.1 -- tho uor" luno. r.m~oe ~~.~b ... ~t . 

Ver/ t!Jnri<!entla!ly • I t..~ihA tMt !Nro~.Jc"' ls 
,a.ne:.lr.t.:... t J ~.;.Ls ':\.I.SG the 'liiib:.lle u~ •or .!.c e-:ur.~-1"'5 . It 
J~a~ been ey tt.u~ut tb&t a.• explor .. tor.t ;>r oblu;a in t.:a"se 
fl).x;s t.1.1~h a r e •orld-'ltic.:e in U1olr aa r •• et , e~,>eeb.l1J 
~'~ !'uo.~ or ~~L tbare ar - -xpvrtab~e sur~:~~s, 
•1£ht b.: a bOOC: ~rl)l1alnill'/ t..> a f•Jrfl t. hllr .. l :.:ter 
•.:mrer .... ..:e . TI:..:re •111 · " oro ab~u~ th1s ver1 soot .. 

ll'!L~. rr.; •ar r t •~'~''• 

1or1 5lr.·~rel~ ~ours , 

F. U. H. 

I 
I 
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• WAR OI:P'A fllt'1'M EHT 
OPP'ICC ~ TMC CHIC:P' 01' STAP"F" 

W-"'HIHOTON 

CONFIDEN llA L 

r ebruary 11, 194). 

IID«lRAJIDOII lOR T1I.E PRESIDENT• 

Tbe following extract fro• a per sonal l etter froa N&jor 
~neral J, Lawton Colline, OOIIIII&llclini the 25t h Division, which we 
withdrew froOI Hawaii and sent to Ouadalcanal, 1llA'1 be or in tereat 
to you. I t 1a dated JatJuary 26th . 

O.nera1 Collins 11 one cr our youngest Division com­
II&Ddera and one of the brilliant orticers in our ~.=<y. 

"lle hue j~at coopleted success!~ our second 
aajor operation against the Japanese . In these two anp&e­
aants we coapletely turned the south flank of the Japaneee 
positions, praetio&lly destroyed one entire reP,.ent and 
f'inall)' captured their principal base . During the period 
Jenua.ry 10-25th we be ... killed 2044 known dead, captured 
106 prisoners and OISD)' field pieces, ac.unition and ot.her 
stores . Tie have lost 158 l<Uled or missing in e.ctioo, so 
haYO t.sl<en toll at better thee twaln to one. Tbe Japanese 
are definitely on the run and the t roops of the Corps 
should shortly be abl e to clear the Island. 

•Tba tactical doctrines taught at Benning and 
other service schools have proven emineotly sound . N8n­
euYer is still the essence of attack whether in open country 
or 1o jungle warfare . Io our first enpea:nent one reP,.ent 
executed a reaorkable .arch throU¥b the heaviest-type JunKie, 
while a battalioo held the Japanese attantioo f rontally . 
'l'hia J:B.r<:h caught the Japanese b)' surprise and pocketed 
the .. Jor part or thair l.24th Infantry . At the 5&::8 ti&a 
-.:,- other front-line raP,.ent foU¥bt. an open-warfare battle 
that reminded .. or -e or the Civil lar ca.paigua. .la a 
S&lllple, the final. char&& tholt ended thrae clays aeYere fipt.­
ing was led b)' Major Charlaa 11. Dana, who went over t.he 
top of a h1ll, bald b)' the Japan .. e, with his pistol in 
one hand and wavini his sen forward with tho other. They 
follo•od with a dash and took t.hs h1ll . I am roco ... encling 
Davis for the IIedel of Honor. 

"Tbe Japanese hsvo shown very poor tactical judg­
unt hero end an inflexibiUt)' of tempereent e.od plan whiob 
baa operated to our profit. Their one gr eet asset is their 
willi.ilgnoss to die . We havo aecolliOdated the:n on this score . 
But their vaunted etemina and fM.rleaaneaa hss been 10or" thee 
.. t chad by our men.• 
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1"l!:RE FOLI..CIIIS A PAl\AP'iRAllE OF A I.(F.$f.'\GE FROid CURTIN TO ROOSSVJ:LT AJID CHURC!iiLL 

I J.l D(J'OR!~D TR~T YOU ( Cl!URC!iiLL) .'JlD "E PRESIDENT OF THE mii'I'ED ~T.~TES ;\!IE ·-· 
~<rl::l'ING Ill 'IAS!!INGTO!I . I 'JJ ~URr: THAT ll!"ORTAIIT JU:91JLTS l"llLL SE OllT:Jtl;:D FR(IIJ 
YOUR DISCUS:IONS OF !'i!Ol!LE!'S "•1liCH ARE OF GR£.~T STR'.TElliVAL IJ.<'"ORT."l!ICE, 

GSIIER..L lt\C . .R'l'HUR Jt'IS DISCriSSED "'l'l'H l'll 'W.'Y OF THE LESSONS LF.AR!lED Ill lit:'! GUINEA . 
f'IIE 0!' T'1E ''OST nt1'0RT.'.JIT [&SOt:S !'lAS THAT RY USING r.O'..:SINED AIR \liD GROUJID F<'RCES 
IN CLOSE COORDIII.~TION SII'IFT PO'I/ERF'UL Cl?F!liSIVE MOVE:IEIITS ARE 0 0SSISLE. 

THIS \'IOULD TNDI CATE T!l\T THE JAP f!T'-.LD ISL.'JlDS SFOULD BE NM'ACKSD BY COO!IDIIIATED 
.\IR GROinlD .~TTACK INST"...!.D 01' 1111' HIBIOIJS O!'ERATIOI'S . IT I~ B"l.IEVED ~".'.T 'l'!liS "'OULD 
TEND TO CO'I!:'!RVE ''Aill'071ER -"liD S!ll!'ING. •."'l'Dt A CO!ISID::lt\TION OF THE OP::RA'l'tOilS IN 
11E"' OUINEA IT IS BE.I.n:V :lD TBA'l' THE UNITED NATIONS STRATEGY TN THE <>ACIFJO SHOULD 'lE 
Rt.-vW'ED •li TH A VIV' TO .\LimiNG JIDDITTOiiAL mUIFL~ TO TH!S .'.REA , !F 50" 1DDI1'~0NJ>I, 
TR'JlSPORT .\liD 1,500 .\DDITIOII.\L OPER.\!IIlllt.L \IRCR.\FT r . .N r" 'ADF. AV.UtAIILE Dl T"E 
'"£.'Ill FUT'IRE .\' D IF 'l'"" rtr~~.'.RY AVAL ST:UliGTII 'QN~J~~.\NT Til~" ·r"" l .• :ns nl' ·' COV~G 
FORCE ALEO 'ADE . .VAILA."lLE , Jil'.".Jl C,\11 !lE STRUr.K - FORC::O FRO!' HE, T~L.'J:!> "~I':e .\tiD 
''.ill!': T" rOll'l'RAC'i' l'ER LII"'S. IT TS !lOT nrosrnL.- TIL\T .\ D~.:AT!I 'BLO'I r(JIJLD !IE STRI]r.K 
"1ULE Sl"' IS STILL IN IIDl P~Yt.'T EXTENDED CONDITION . 

IT IE TIICR:'::!.S!NGLY A?Pi:'.REII"l' TIIA T THE - '1l!Y IS 'lEAK IN ,.JR !'07IER :J D DUE TO 
HIS LIJJITEO PRODUCTIVE POl'alS ~liOULD B,-.CCll"': ''()1\E SO. IT IS NOr R!'.LJEVED T'lAT NAVAL 
~Ul'l'ORT OF Gil.:-':\ TEll ''AGNl'MIDE TIL\JI TH.\T ,ci.I\!1DY S T liP BY UV.U. '<' JJY".U .RTFM, QlfLD 
BE RE':UlR.."D. BEY'.\USE YOU !L\V- C011'!'1\I'lll' :0 '<~TLY , IN PRE-":.R Y:!ARS TO ~"" ~ll'=P.IRATION 
OF PL:JlS FOR JOINT N.WY , .,JR .\tiD ROlnlD ~()1'1.~\IID, I l!OP~. YOU ~ILL S''P"<'-'T 'r~IS PilOPOS!L. 

po..,i....l ~ t/ulu 

~~--------~~----------~~~~-

1 

ll 
--------------------~·LL-
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THE WH ITE HOUSIE IJ"\l}l {r y 
WAS HINGTON 

Bor11n. (Enemy broadcast) r~corded by 
UP . Tokyo diepatoh Ae sai d that Japanese 
air forces suooessfill y attacked FiJi and 
New Cal edonia in the ~outbwest Pacific 
yesterday (Aoerican foruea are stati oned 
at both places) . 12/16 gr 9J8A. 

8 AD Japanese report , Berlin. Tho 
Japanese report enid 12 American planes 
were des troJed on the ground and three 
others shot down in combat over Suva , a 
port in t he Fijia. An American das~royar 
of t hA ING~ class was said to have 
been sunk and another ao docaged that 
it was abandoned after JapanPse bombings 
west of Leu, one ot· the eesturn group 
or the f iji I slands. The Japanese 
a l so reported attacks o n a convoy of 12 
transport s and merchantmen eecorted by 
destroyers in the Coral .>ea . Four 
merchantme n and a dostr1yer were sunk 
and t hree merchantmont and anothe r 
destroyer were set afire , i t was sai d . 

Dated l2-l6 -R104~ 

7tv..--- ~ 'no. R. •. ol·" ~ 
)r.. f.v.vt. ~ c..-.rr--·-.JI.c.. ..... 
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~''~ ·~ _/ • THE W H ITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

SEC i-t ~eabar 14, 1942. 

A !Jill RAL LUllY • 

Thio 1o the preliatnary bettla report 

ot the SOOTK ll&IOU about 1llll1 oh I talked 

to yoa . 

Very re•pect:t'\Jlly , 

John L. foC.-.a, 
rap tain , n.S. '-a.y. 

N•~•l Aide to t he Pre1ident . 

Regraded Unclassified
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\1M a.. ~\1-- an oo.pld .. - baft a pi'Ol_,..& "'" ""' 

~ ..U.. Ill.,. 1lftlo IMft a nrr luop -bel' of rola!oro-to 

\o ..._., oad a pM\ -IMr of •1* \o rdara, n. .... b o 

) 

P""Sac .. - for \1M ..rtooo ot \1M 1111\11 Di~ol• 111 \bio ...... 

1\ 1o ala reqUred f• .,.beeq_\ ploaooo of t.ho -lp \o olrln 

\1M la-M tJ'Oa 1 .. O.U.oa oad U.Jo-\ 1&l.uado, 

6. Iw w1ll ..... u \llo\ 111 ~ MOoap ot Qnober 17\h 

,. lr. CbuoiUll, 111liall ...... _\ed \o 7""• 1\ ... opla1aod 

\llo\ \llo --- poo1U• • •••••Ua\od t.ho ~1• of drenjl\h 

ot till Jo&a\nllaa J.~ II)' •o DiYioiOil. !loo .....,._, ltaa ollleo 

- aclwi- \ha\ t.ho cluuu ot nrtaro 1a t.ho tropioo han •• 

1\ portooUJ olou \hot •• 0&1>110\ •111\al.a redlutod otrona\11 1a 

a.. c11 not• lllorda 

fn d1Tio1•• (looo ..,, br1rodo) ud ou ~ 

1a I onon .&uftral1o 

O.o 1"0\17 ..-... d1Yio1oa ocl OllO &11'11CNJ'od diYioi an 

(aow ._lotl.q) 1a In Sooa\11 laloo 

Oa• - diT1o1c oacl ODO araoved c11'1'1.o1• (.,ow 

PraoU~ all of \llooo torooo .... cl1nr1bl&\ .. &l'OUQd 

ar per!M\or wl\11 a nrr ..U. rooorwo foroo 1a Aua\ rol ia, 

11 , 1 tHl \llo\ TfiAI oltCIOI&ld be •••r• ot t ho tororoiJlc 

ooca1dorat1ooo 111tl.cth oboe oharlJ t.h• pre111D1 need Cor U.o 

•• 
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..,.., I .- \loa\ \llo __ , or \bo ~ O.ho4 :!It s\ .. 

Dirla1• \o tao Aoartralian&l'M wi.U 'bo oo.plot.o4 'botoro \bo 

tir1\ ot t.bo rear. 

I - ftrt poat.otw.l fW' \bil, 1 wilb 7011 t.o blow 

\loa\ n lball ..-.pon\o 1a t.bo plaa that. 1.,. b.no <Ntl1ao4, 

fti*• a1 " - u, do .. ~ ODTiap \be 11\U h a\1• ot \bo 

lia\b DirlaU. tor UJ tl&rt.bar o])OraUoa• 1a \bo ll.S.U. Eon 

or ac!Ju•t. ...._,, lo l ook t.....ard t.o t.bo t\l.ltUJoeo\ ot 

t.ba •dout.oadial \ lid \be l ia\b D1 rlaioa lbaU 'bo ro\llftocl 

\o A111\ralia u MrlT 01 po .. ible 1a \ ho In lear, 

9 , Ire roll'ft \bat. ow1q t.o o\ber d...,.da "" ollippial 

7011. oro .,...blo t.o arraop \bo rot.ora of \bo eqlli~\ of \be 

lia\b Di'l"ia1aa, !ban an car\aia wi n! - HCIIIiro-\a t.o 

001111'1 aftaot.i n .. pl,~\ ot \!Ia lia\11 Dirlaioo 1a \ba Sou\b 

l en Pa o1!1o .t.r .. , alld ito 1o HCIUOitad UTM( .. ant. l be N do 

tor t.llo rat.lD'A of t.b• t ollowiD1 1 

(a ) , AU paroooal aquipaftt. 

(b) laapoe1, ritlea, p11t.ob, &AU-talll< rillaa, 

lroo .._,, 1110rt.e.r1 ho-iaob, and a u ociatad atoru. 

(o) !ftgillaar 1tora1 , band t.oola, ca.praaaora, 

JJ118Pilll aata, ¢1luuoo walcl1.DI pl&At. coaplo t a wit.b \railer 

"'luirad, lo brid1ill1 aquipcMnt. rl<!uired. 

(cl) Si lllal n ona, IODarat.l.DI oata and obarlial 

(a ) lor'kl hop aquipaent. 68, aquipaOD\ illol~adilll 

b&Ad toob (M jor port.i011 it iaol>uiacl wit.b hohnic~tl n hiolu 

r ar arrad t o 1a (r) ). 

(r) hblolall braakdOWil t.rucb L6, a:arac e t.rueb 

)l, Mchillart t.Nck a 29, worl<ahop m&illaart t rucka 2 , t ra.Uar 

la1111drt 10, ell eoa;>l ata rlt.b aqui.,....t.. 

.. 
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I .. lat .... all U.• a1o.ft 1- ... 

ftlllale1 uod ..Us--• earr1M 1a U.• -u be .___. 

1a per-al llllpl. n ll 11\1..\..S U..\ a pproll.ia&t al;J 

JSOO \ou ot *1PJ~iat opoee &441\iou.l '1.11 t.ha\ anUabla 

la ~I a•l *ipl wUl. be 11_1.....,.. Jlr a4Y1Hr• euccen 

t.hd .HOC \<al oou.l.4 be ll1"1...S la lhlppi.., hoe the lll.cklle 

lu\ ....,U.rq prouodU. to A~annJ.ia ucl I lbooWI be clad 

U .....,..._,. aooald be •41 tar Ul1o to be d4De. 

1 h&'t'l allo rona ...... ....... to ltr.Ciuorclb.Ul 

1at oJ'I1ac b1a of the abe'l.ao•• ot Ulio ••aa.c• \o yc, 

JOIII Cllllrll. • 

' 
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I!R. PRESrD!l1T: 

• 
A uSTIIIItAL.IAN L co•TION, 

W AaH•NoToN, O . c . 

November 17th, 1942 

I hno b,..n r equested 1>7 the Priae 111n1ater of Australia , 

'lhe RiGht Honounble John Curtin, to con••Y to you the l'ollowinc 

=eaaace:-

•near Proaidont Roosevelt, 

I have carefully conaidorod t ho suggestion 1n your 

telep-am or llovember l ot for the retention of the 9th li!IJ'erial 

D1 v1a1an in the ~iddle East And 1CW' proposal to aend the United 

St.atoa Dirteion to Australia troa KawaU con<titiOII"l on tho rit:ht 

to di ... rt it elsewhere rtthin tho Southwest and South Pacific areas . 

2 . As explained t o llr . Churchill in flfY telegru or 

October 17th, which was r epeated to you, it is inpossibla tor 

Australia to deopatch to the ~iddle East the reinforcement& 

nece•s· ry for the r:oo.int enance ol' the 9th Division in vin of the 

difricultiu already being eroeriencod 1n •int.ai<ting tho Auotrali&n 

Ara;y and meeting tbe he&vy waotoro t'roa tropical •rfu-e 1n !lew 

Guinea. Un1eeo the Dirtsion returno to Australia it cannot be 

maint.oined , whorrao it can be built up altllin in Auatralio by tho 

allocation of pers011Del from other rorn:a1.1ona ..nich Cll'e being 

diobanded owing to contraction in the IIWiber or our diviaioru. 

J , The ettitude or tho Australian Goverru:ent hilS ell 

alonr been quJ.h deflnite and clear reprding the nrturto oaplor-nt 

or thil Dirta lon . 

4. Art•r the outbroe.Jr or •ar rtth Japo.n , end follo•1ni 

a statement renor oual.J' volunteered b7 Llr . Churchill that no obatncloa 

would be >laced 1n the way of Auatralir.tl troops r•turninc to defend 

~h•ir h_.lon~, tbo Covan....,t ....,uoat.-i that all Awltt'llll&n troopo 

o ... raoea ahculCI return to 4uatrdia. 
Regraded Unclassified
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• A u sTRA L IAN L EOATION. 

W ASHINOTON, 0 . C. 

UR. PRESlDDlT: 
November 17th, 1942 

I have been r equested by the Pritte llinister of Australie, 

The Right Honourable John Curtin, t o eonve:r to you the following 

mfii!Usage:-

wocar President Roosevelt, 

I bnve eare.!\U.ly considered the suggestion in your 

telegram of Novecber let for the r etention of the 9th Imper1&1 

Division in the ltiddle East end your propos&1 to send the Uni tad 

States Division to Austr&1ia from Ha1rai.i conditional on the r ight 

to divert it elsewhere with.in tbe South'fest and South Pacific arees . 

2 . As erplained to lo!r . Churchill in ley telegram or 

October 17th, which was repeated to you, it is impossible for 

Australia to despatch to the Lliddle East the reinforce:nents 

necessory for the maintenance of the 9th Division in view of tho 

diffi culties alread:y being experienced in Claintaining tbe Austr aJ.ian 

Arey end meeting the heavy wast age from t rop1c&1 ..a:-fare in Hew 

Guinea . Unless the Divisioo returos to Australia it cannot be 

~r.aintained, whereas it can be built up again in Australie by the 

allocation of personnel fro~ other forcntions •hieh are being 

di&bended owing to contraction in the number of our divisiono. 

J . The ottitude of tho AuBtrelian Government bns all 

along beeo quite definite and clear regarding tne future •"'l>loyment 

of this Division . 

4 . Art~r the outbreak of "nr with Japan, and f ollowing 

e etatetlf!t\t gener ously volunteered by tlr. Cburchill that no obstacles 

would be placed in the way of Australian troops returoing to defend 

their hOQeland, the Government requested tbat all Austrnlian troops 

oversees should r~turo to Australia. Regraded Unclassified
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S. In ll&rcb •• al.lond ho bripde grou1 a or the 6th 

Divbian to be uaed ill Ceylon oa the Wldorstand1ng that the 9th 

Divbion would r eturn to Auatrali.8 u aoon ao possible. Had theue 

bripdes r eturned directly to Auatralia Ye would tuove be~n Able to 

atrencthm the torcaa ill llow Guinea au:h Mrllu with battle 

trallled t roops. 

6. In Arrll the Gov~rnmont agreed to t he postpon•=ent 

ot the r eturn ot the 9tb Division until it could be replace<! ill tbe 

IUddla Fast . 

7 . -ban the Auotral..Un Goven~Mnt. bad every roaaoo to 

expect tbe r eturn or the Divioi on in July it raise<! no objection to 

ita trnnafer trom Palootine to the Western Desert to help stem the 

Axle advance. Nr .Churcblll - •• advioed there would be dirriculties 

in the deopatcb ot turther reintore&Mnta troa Austral:U and that wbm 

avallsl:le reaervu ware exluLuoted tbo Diviaion would bavo to be with­

drawn froo the line of tattle . 

8 . On July >oth in a fllrtbor personal tolegr~• to !.lr . 

Cbur cblll I stated it was 111poss1ble tor the Governaent to do oor e than 

agree to an ertanaion of the period tor the te!llpOrery rotmtion or the 

9th Division in the t.liddle East . A lJJal.t was set to reintorceu:ents 

that would be available nnd it was spoo1t1oall.y stated nno1llary units 

nro not to be brokon up for use as reintorcementa. It waa emph&ai;ed 

the ec.-nder-in-Ch\of Yiddle fast would therefore need to have these 

facto in mind in hi a uae of the D1 vision . 

9 . !.lr . Churchill, the Auatralien Repreaentati ve on the 

United Kingdo~ Wer Cnbinet and the Cooconder of the Diviaion hava been 

lnfonoec!:-

(a) llo !Urtber re1ntorce11:011ta tor tbo 9th Diviaion are heine 

despatched rroa Australia . 

(b) 7ho Government is not acreeAblo to the 9th Division boinc 

brok£n up b.r tho replacement or wastaaa froa ancillary and other units. 

(e) It 1a euential tllat the eo-nder-in-Oiiaf .:iddle raot 
ohould have reprd to th1a posit1oo in hia uae of the 9th tiviaioo. 

Regraded Unclassified
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'l'bt Ccr<OTilMDt rl""a t.bt preHOt oue of the Db1o1.., ae 

absolutel y covornod by the l'Ultibtnt of the conoitiooa laid dcwn by 

it eo1>e t iM ago and I have told Llr . Churclllll that in OW' plana and 

dispositiooo we ore r8lying 011 tho Division being returned in good 

shape and otrongtb . flow that the aU.uaticn in the IIJ.ddl.e t.et f or 

which the 9th Divleico ns retAined """ been cleared up atlefoctorily, 

tho Govol"'llleot upects early .rroct to be giv.u t.be underet.andin£ 

reached in April . 

10. You lllight he 1ntcroeted to know that on tho entry of 

Italy into the war certain unito of the 6th Division reinfor comonta 

and Corps troops were diverted to tho United King<>om, whore they were 

orpnized into the 9th Divieion for the defence of l!ritein against 

invasion . 'l'bia Dl.Yisicn , whieh n a later transferred to the IUddle 

East and withstood tho siege of Tobnak , therefor e r e&Uy heel'•• an 

additional overseas coCUIIit cent. It wo o realized a t the t.IJto that it 

would pro'ollbly be beyond our oupecity t o mintoin it and experience 

has pr oved tbio to be the coso . 

ll . Decieioos oo global atrategr have betm taken by ;b- . 

Churchill and yournl.f. The Comoonweal th Cooe:rruoent baa ahown a r eady 

willingnoaa to ce>-operate in other th-.,tres ot considerable rial< to tho 

aeeurity of Australia . This bl8 hetn demonstrated by tho service 

overaeao of our naval, land and air for ces and our cont inued part.1c1pe­

t1on in the r.pire Air Trailrlng Schot:tc . Tbe Goverru:tent oonaidora the 

cont.ribut.iona it bAa •de to other thaatrea entitle it to the assurance 

that. tho 1'\Jllut posai ble aupport wUl be given to tho situat1cn in the 

Pacific . You will recall that tha ll111t•ry edrleere of the C.......,.,woal.t h 

Govemment conal~or that three l'urt.her divisions are nocosll&ry in t.be 

Sout hwest Pacific area . In view ot its rosponsibilitioa for tho local 

defence of AuatroliA and in light of tho views of its advilor a , tho 

Ccr<onuoent feele t.b&t the -.xiJala atrongtb of Australian foreoe ahoulcl 

he ooncontratecl in the Southwest P cific orea to reot all cootinrenciea 

of tho 11111\.llry lituation in tho Pacific . 
Regraded Unclassified
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12. Wo o.re grate!\l.l. to le<~m that you are sending t o 

the South or South11est Pacific Area the Division fro" Hawaii. 

We would be delighted t o welcome i t to Australia where it would 

be an invaluable addition to the two s plendid heriean Divisions 

already her e . 

Yours sincerely, 

J OI!ll CtlRTIN . • 

1 
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12. lie are gratet'Ul to leam that. you are sendin& to 

tbo South or Southwest PAciCic Area the Divioicm fro" Hawall. 

lie would be dellcJ>t.ed to welco::.e it to Auatrallo 'II!Jer e it would 

be an invaluable add1t1oa to tbe two apbndid A:>erie&n Oirtaiona 

•lrcndy here. 

Yours aineero~y, 

JOliN aJR.Tn~ . • 

Regraded Unclassified
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In laaolvilll" tll1a ~e:'m(;rar force , l e" rest tt'le will t."'•t 

~ .. ,. u:ber 1 tc t.l,;c fuf;ure be J"IAernd tor a ·rc p o!' thlna &I 

r'!•"1 for Sr 1tr otJc en~ a· or •• o 

f'CY" r •'"111f'1t'a.r.+- IU,P Clrt Of the nrojoct o"' r_,•rforc!r:,c.o"r br6ft 

trot I ln ur "a)rbn&l , Md ror 'I(.>UJ" ea•ertHta to l,@ tl'~lt .,.,..tn ert ft or 

t'-le ewor~ t.~•d- 1• r•lt:t~n ... ~h, t'"r~l't of' tlo "nerny . 

I w 1 well a war o-~' tl':e o•Ma w' t c"' 

Y~'JT n1 ht a•tal"'' en o~- f"!- 1 .. , tut-- 'elt t.hat ~~ waa .. "',. t, e 

wtf''t tin" al\~ a ar..d tra,-,. ::.en t)-.(')0 1 ~ toe ralled U?on ~'or th~ vtmo1t . 

vo 1-.t..'l;'" !lOr• l~!:J 1t t-~1 it!d ., ... ar•ati r:1 h: tal:in· f'r:r t~ ene:=y 

& toll Of atr~tn th fir r-r•• t""r •t.~!l .. hft ttrt.n~-th }'OU n•o IJ;Y tn\!ed . 

W1 tk yo\r I rri f'IIV"' for }('r. ... e'hf"ri .,t:,r! ro r.,, .. .,~ 1'tho will 'he 

wi+ ua no t:~l"t'l r.n.nd l"or c"r loat ah',• "~('I.Sft n~fla .,-111 La cn•hr1,t~t1 

i ... l-4!\t-or;c. 

o e! la , ~~v~r ~1-~ , ca oo al~ly 1~ you ~e r~war1 you 

C.~ sort'!! . .ith 1ll ':'T:/ he.or+-, T II'" ,.~o bleas courL•<Joua men , deed 

~,c alive , or~ ak Fore 67 . ~ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OffiCE OF THE CHI£1' 01' STAI'I' 
WA.aHIHGTON 

bECTIET 

lioTeJRbe.r 1, 1942. 

IIEIIO!WiDOII FOR Til& PRESID!JIT 1 

Southwest Pacific. 

111 tho •coraodua on October 26 I iD!orme<l rou that the 
Iiret c011bat tau (5, 000 iD!utcy and ertlllaey) or the 25th Dirlsion 

troa Han.U. would alll. troa there on liovubar 15 tor the ,South or 
Sou tlrwest Pacific, accordiog to circll.lllstanceo . The oinldng or the 
PRESIDENT COO~IDG& at Espiritu Sant o baa forced a chango or ecbedule, 

dolaring tho ioit ial aov .. ont until liovuber 2S . The next coab&t teat~ 

will sail troa Hawaii •bout Decuber 1 . 

The &quiJlllent loat co the COOUDGB woa partly ude iood 
trO& our resern stocks in Now Caledoo.ia . Tho reMinder 1a beiog 
au a= bled on tho !lest eo.. at tor ahiP"'ent about Novuber 12. Eight 
155-IIJB guns loot on tho COOLIDGE aro being replaced by eight reDiovcd 
in the South Pacific fr011 a sbipaont t o Australia . '!'hie was with 
llacArtbur' 1 consent . Those CUD• for Australia will, 1D turn, be sent 
troa tho West Coast on tbo tirst cargo vessel to leave tor that area . 

!lusoia. 

following your query as to what difticulties wo ware having 
regarding tho Anglo- American Air f orce to Caucaoia , I bad an inquiry 
uda ot London by Sir John Dill to find out what difficulties they 
had learned ot 1 eo we bad no iD!oraati on en tho subject . Tho repl,y to 

his inquir7 baa just cceo, a.od I quote it balow: 

' Russians have not yet accepted our ott or . Consider 
preci pitant action on our port aight have dotriaontal ottoct on 
negotiation! with Ruooill concerning dotenao ot North Peraie . 
Wo haTO decided , therefore , to post pone diapotcb of telegram 
concerninc air aisoion tor the present! 

Dill coaaon~a that this r eply •douo•t take ua nry aucb 
turtbor, I u &!raid . Ruaoiuo don • t help uo 1111.cb to help thu. • I 
u checking on the utter turthor through our people in tho lliddle Eaot . 

SECRET 
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• SECRET ,_ • W AR DEPARTMENT 

DFl'ICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASHI NCT ON 

October 26, 191.2. 

la:l!ORAIIJ:UII FOR TilE PRESIDENT: 

Subject : Situation in the South Pacific . 

In coopli.ance with you,r ~:~~emorlU!dum of October 24th requesting 
information on our cnpabilities in the Guadalcanal Area, the following 
is submitted: 

The si tuat1on in the entire South Pacific is dependent upon 
the outcooe of the operations now under way to repulse what appears 
to be a mjor Japanese asaault on our forward poaitions there . In 
48 hours or lees the situation will require a further anslysis of 
our requirements in this area . 

On Cuadalcanal it is estimatsd the Japonese have 15, 000 troops . 
Our forces oo·w there nlJIAiber about 22 ,000, compJ.·ising a reinforced 
Marine division with about 3 ,500 Arrlsy troops from the U. S. Arey Divi­
sion in 1/elf Caledonia . The remainder or this division and a part of 
the 4Jrd Division , totaling approximatsly 15, 000 troops, are avnilable 
for illlllledie to r einforce,ent of Cuadslcanal . The difficul t:r is to pro­
vide the necessary shipping and escorts. 

In tbe South Pacific Area there are 72, 000 additional ground 
t roops, including a division of IJ,OOO New Zealanders . Of these 
23 , 000 can be moved into forward positions as soon as shipping is 
available . · The rOJII&inder (49,000) are distributed for the defense 
of islo.nd positions in the South Pacific Area . Not oore than 15, 000 
troops of this remainder ebould be considered as available for rein­
forcement of the fol"'11'8.rd areas Ul"lill ~•e resutJe offenaive operations . 

Arpy air in the South Pacific consists of 46 heavy hombers, 27 
medium bombers and 133 f i ghters. To meet the present emergency 23 
heavy bo~:~bers are being diepatcbsd by air and 53 fighters by boat 
fro:n the Hawsiian area . In addition General WscArthur bas been in­
tamed that he iG to ba prepnrsd to !'urniah on C4ll to AdJlliral Halsey, 
bo1:11bardment reinforcement and attrition replacemente for P-38 fit,htera, 
15 of which are in the South Pacific Theater . Boutine attrition ro­
placOlllent airplo.nee are provided at a monthly rate of 20 percent of 
aircreft in combat in the Theater or aroas . 
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In the Southwest Pacific /!reA there are 2 O. S. <tineions and 
3 Austral.ian dinsions r eady for eollbat . In eddition there are 7 
1111..1t1e dinsions 1n various steges of training, not ready for coobet. 
General. llacArthur ' e plan calls for the utllization of the 2 American 
and 3 Austral.ian d1 nsions w.tlieh are reedJ' for combat in the soizure 
end occupation of the Nor theast coast of !lew Guinea . l.!ost of the 3 
Auotral.ian dinsions are now cocmitted to !lew Guinea , al.ong with 1 
American din sion , the 32nd. 'llle 41st Division now 1n Northeast 
Auotral.ia will be sent to New Guinea as the action progresses . 

Air Forces 1n tho Southweot Pacific Area . 

(a) 0 . S . Amy - 83 heavy bombers, 115 oedium bombers, 
40 light bombers and 361 fighters, 
plus routine attrition replnccments . 

(l:) Austral.ian - 70 medium bombers , 15 light boll!bcrs, 
14 n.Yin& boats' 100 fighter s . 

(e) A total. of - 83 Heavy Bo:>bars 
1 85 lledium Bombers 

55 Light Bombers 
461 Fi ghter s 
...M Flying Boats 
798 

The 25th .OiYision 1n Hawaii is being prepared to sail to the South 
o r Southwest Pacifi c , i ts f irst Co:nbot Team on November 15th end the r e­
msinder of the divisi on about Decombor 1st. 

Tho effectiveness of our forces depends upon our ability to dis­
tribute and msintain them by transport in critical. combat areas . Tho 
o . S. Army, lllld Australian nnd New Zealand ground and air forces in the 
South Pacific and Southwest Pacific Area total. 11 divisions (including 
the 25th Division :ret to arrive ) and 1069 lnnd- besed coobat ai.rcraft . 
(The U. S. Naval aircraft are not included in this total. . ) 

The JaJ?!!!!esa for ces i n the arss , including New Guinea, the 
Bi SJM.rclr. Archipelago and the Solomons, have been estimsted et e. awd.­
mu:n of 5 divisi on s , 350 llllld- b!lsed and 201, carrier-based aircr(li't. We 
ther efore have considerable superiority both on the ground and in the 
air , i t the necessar,y concentrations for offensive action can be ef­
fected . 

Gr ound f orces now in the South Pacific al.one (5 diviBior.s) should 
be sufficient to insure the security of our f orward positions , inoluding 
Guedalcanal.. The effectiveness of these troops , however, necessarily 
depends upon our ability to transport and msintain them in tho cocbat 
a.roa wher e they are r equired . 

-
2
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FActors detemil>ing the number ot troops that can be ;rupportod 

in the South and Southwut PAcific AreA are ebipping and essential supplies . 

The limited sbipping available in the Pacific already presunta a 
critical problc;n. A conservative estimate on our cargo shor tage in the 
Peci1'ic , both Army and Navy, is 25 standard sbips per month for the next 
J months to ""ve aintenanco suppli.os and the accumulated backlog of 
mo.tarial and personnal for units now in or being dispatched to tbis 
area . A rather general survey of the situation indicates this ship­
ping can only be made up by discontinuing troop moveoents to the U.K.; 
discontinuing the Persian Corridor project; freezing troop ooveoent 
to tho lliddle East (14, 000 air, air maintonanco and S.o.s . troops) 
and India (JOOO - Ai.r - Signal and lo!ediool Troops) ; withholding tho 
proposed transfer of 5 ships per month to tho Russinn flag for West 
Coast Lend-Lease shiJDents . These curt.sn..>ents wi.ll. ralcase approxi­
mately 19 ships for tho Pacifi c , and in view of tho insdvisabilit,y of 
curtailing other vi tally impor tant operations , the remaindor can only 
cou;e tro101 Lend- Lease comitments . 

The supply of 8.111tnmition is also critical . '!'he current shortage 
imposes a f1lrther limitation on t roops thst can be sent to an active 
theater . In connection with tbis shortage, if we are to continue train­
ing in the u.s . and in Defense CollliJIIllds (Garibbean , AloskB , Hawaii , 
Iceland, etc . } and replace expenditures of aJIICiunition of unite in activo 
theat ers , it w1ll be impracticable before July 1 , 1943, adequately to 
supply additional units in the South Pacific over the number now there 
or scheduled to go. Our only rccovorablc source of 8JIOlluni tion 1<0uld be 
from the co=itments ""do to Ruosia and the U.lL by Lend- Lease. We arc 
sending approxill:ately 20 million rounds of ammunition to Russia per 10onth 
and hove cut our cocmitment to Great Britain from SO oillion r ounds to 
40 ll!illion . A r eduction of present commitments appears inadvisable at 
this time . 

'!'he nuobar of COI!lbet aircraft in continental United StatoR represents 
tho bare minimun to provide a basis for tactical training and for a mini­
mum of security. '!'he Western Defense Command hos but 25 heavy and mediWII 
bombers for coastal security, and these include the offshore reconnaissance 
with ASV equipment. Tho Eastern Defense CoCllllllld has about 5~ of its re­
quirement for anti- submarino patrol operations. None of thue planes are 
suitable for bombardn:ont operations in the South Pacific . 

Tho organizational training and replaceocnt units bave roughly 
60% of tho aircraft r equirod for the training of botlher end f1ghter crews . 
lloreover, the aa uni ta aro now utll.izing tor the greater part J a.i.X'~re.r-t 
that are obsolescent or otherwise unsuitable for assignment to on active 
theater . The fightar groupe in tho defense cOil:lllllllds parfo,. the dual 
function of eecurity as well aa training. J>1version of aircraft fro:ll these 
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units will r esult in a fatal reduction in the !lo" of trained perB<lnnel 
in combat theaters. 'l'bere are no operational light bombers in the u . t< . 
except thoee now allotted to TORCH . Soll:e 100 of these airplanes are 
now undergoing modification to meet the r equirements of TORCH and to 
f'ul!ill the Ruseian protocol. 

'l'bo op}y prncticnblo source [rom which cogbot aircraft could he 
diverted to tho South Pac1!1c from the u . s . i s from the heavy bombard­
ment un.its now in or en route to England (the ground crews are already 
in England) . 'l'b1e force consists of 5 heavy bombardment groups which 
aro to carry out diversionary or euppcrting missions for TORCH. 'l'be 
next group will not be r eady for departure from the U. S . until January 
1943 . 'ITo heavy groups intended for England have a:u-ead,y been diverted 
~ the Pacific since September lOth. 

Measures to be Taken 

'l'hree heavy bombardment squadrons (23 planes} in Hawaii , 
under orders for Australia, bo.ve been directed in the pest few days 
to proceed to New Caledonia end there r epor t for temporary duty with 
the Army forces under the Commander of the South Pacifi c area . An 
Army fighter or pursuit squadron of P-40 planes (25) in Hawaii has 
been raleased for t ransfer to the South Paci fic . 'l'he Navy is trans­
ferring an Army squadron o! P-39 fighters (28) from Christlllae Island 
to the South Paci!ic. 

Instructions were sant to General l!ncArthur yesterday to be 
pr epared to make a quick transfer of heavy bombardment planes from 
his area to t he South Pacifi c ; also to be prepared to provide replace­
ment for losses in P-38 planes in t he South Pacific area . 

No further Army r einforcements from the mainland or Jlawaii , 
other t han t he 25th Division in llawe11 previoualy referred to , appear 
practical of arrangemant in the immedia to future . Additional logis­
t i cal support, especialJ.;r in shipping, appears urgently necessary, 
tor both the South and Southwest Pacific . Tne adjustmant of this 
.last matter cunt depend upon the decision as to where the ships are 
to be obtained . 

Final.ly, it appears thllt there should be a further un1!icat1on 
of coCUOIIlld in the on tire Pacii'i" theater, certainly in the South and 
Southwest Pacific . 'l'he present complications in tha 6lllployment of 
air in the Pacific emphasize this neaessi ty. 

- 4-
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··'· Y.S. 8. !.:.!:.!.:. Y. P. B. Y. S • .,. ~ -
Ouada u 9 20 

Tlllac1 2 2 

1Aip1r1 to:! Santoe 1.6 7 9 )2 

,,.. CelecScrd a 21 2Se 1.6 

U ate b6 9 2 8 6S 

71&1111 rau 4 Ia 

- lh 111 u 4) 

Borabora 8 8 

ton;:atabu u 
117 64 2 2S loO 221. 

Carrlara 71 6S 27 2a 156 

lllrovte 11.6 U9 lS 1.6 ~ 
Total llrty 6)6 

n.s. ~ r. !:!.!!:. I'. B. 

Anq 46 27 lJ3 106 

ll:llroute 23 S.l .1L 
l..ll2 

R..&-&.7. 70 100 lS lh 139 

ti. S. l.rq - J.utmlia 83 u s )61 40 .122... 
'l'otal Jnt:f 930 

JAP u.c. 

IAIIId 8aMd .lSO In South Pac:U1c lJlh 

Carrier Bued 20h lllrwte .1:!!!... 
t'otal SSII Total 1616 
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T HE WHITE HOUSe: 

W.A..SH INGTO N 

SECRET October 24, 1942. 

J.!BI{ORA NDUI& FOR THE PRESIDEH'l' : 

Subject: Air Reinforcement• for the South Pacific . 

Tho mosaoge transmitted to you by rndi o 
yesterday, which had my approval , wa s not wholly concurred 
1n by Admi ral King, whom wo wero unable to locate until 
late i n the evening. Be desir es 15 · P- 38 planes to be 
withdrawn from Port Moresby and aent t o South Paci fic . 
Attached ia t he version or the moasage which he prefers . 

General warshall end General Arnol d are or the 
opinion t hat these 15 planes should remain at Yoreab7 to 
protect W&oArthur•s concentration or Fortresses now baaed there ;;.r;;y;;i:JLainst Rabau ht~ 

~ 
0 
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Adcirol King gave Admiral Leahy and me your meaaage 

regarding air reinforcements to the South Pao1Iic . Keaeage bas 
been sent to Hawaii to divert one aquadron or B- 24a , now leaving 
there for Australia, to New Caledonia . 

As to P-~s. we find none are today actually enrouta 
either to South Pacific or Southwest Pacific. KacArthur has 
two squadrons , about fifty -odd, of these planes 1n Moresby and 
none in Australia . They are a vital part of llacArthur 1 a defense 
or his concentration of rortrosaoo at Moresby to operate against 
Rabaul and Bougainvill e Island regi on. Be had previously boon 
unwilling to hozo.rd Fortresses at Moresby. The South Pacific 
now has 15 P-3Bs , drawn froll1 MacArthur and a total or 149 
P- 59s with one squadron (25) of P-40a enroute fron Hawaii. 

In v1ow of the capability or the enelJ11 to switch his 
attack to !lew Guinea and the necessity to be able to continue 
operati ons of Portrcasoa fro~ Uoreaby for effective attacks on 
Rabaul and Bouaainville, it seems to ua inadvisable for 
lo!acArthur to have to transfer more than 15 more P- 38a to the 
South Pacific at this time . 
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!'OR 'mE PRESIDENT 

m~t ~~tte ~ouSt 
~u!ttt~ 

October 23 H142 

Adm1r•l King gove AdmirAl Leahy And me your message 

re~~;11rdln~ llir reinforcements •o the South PAcific . 

Me1en~e has been sent to H~wa il to divert one squodron 

ot B- 24 's, now loavlno; thoro tor Austrnl1n to New 

Caledonia . 

As to P-38 'a we find none llre today ectulllly enroute 

to either South Pacific or Southwest Pocific . MacArthu r 

baa two squadrons, about SO-odd of these planes in 

Moresby and none in Australia . Tney a r o " vi ta l part of 

MacArthur ' s defense of his concen t ration or fortreaaea at 

at Moresby to operate a~lltnat Rabul llnd Bo~anv1lle Island 

re~ion . He had previou sly been w1111n~ to haza rd fortresse s 

ot Woresby . 

The o. s. Chiefs of Staff question Advlsabilit v or this 

t r ansfer of P- 38 ' a under exlatin~ condi tiona . South Pnc1t1c 

now ha s 15 of those planes drnwn fr~m MncArthu r nnd n total 

ot 149 P-39 13 with one squadron of 25 P- 40 's enroute tromr 
HowllU . 

0 C Mllrsholl , Chief of Staff. 

I 
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l!Et:ORAJ;DUL t o the Secretar y to the President : 

Request the following message be transmi tted to 
The President thi s evenine : 

"General 1!nrshall to The President : 

K ( I J "Admiral King cave A<:lmiral Leahy and me 
yom• message regarding air reinforcements to 
the South Paci.fic . t:essage has l:.een sent to 
Hawaii to divert one squadron of B- 24s , now 

---:l) leavint; there for Australia , to 1/ew Caledonia . 

. . 

fT 2.--- "As to P- 38s , we find none are today ac­
tually enroute aithe~ to South Paci.fic or South­
west Pacific . MacArthur has two squadrons , 
about fifty- odd of these pl anes 1n l~oresby and 
none i n Australi a . They arc a vital part of his defense of 
his eence~oa of .:-'e ... t 1 e:!:'!es a t idol es13:t t9 JJorasby to en­
oper&t9 aeainst .caba£1!1 af'd i:sougm iVille I s laAfi able hiJTI to 
~a~ ioR . He had previously be on unwillin•• to bnsc Fortresse! 
hazard Fortresses at L!oresb. . there . 

11Th n , Chiefs of St:t!C:ff qtt otiou ad u:.aa-
~:;_~ i~ ~~ C~Cilll'.tCI of' P )33 •w' sJ ~":t=:~g COnA;;i::s.~th Pacific now has 1 5 ef M_csa JB8s 
)ll•m• G drarm from IJacArthur and a total of 149 
P- 39s , witt- one squadron of 25 P- 40s enrout.e 
from Hawaii . " 

Chief of Staff 

fl1:rn view of capability of enemy to switch 
attack to hell Guinea and necossity . to bo able to 
continue operation of Fortresses from .~rasby for 
effective attacks on Rabaul and <oucanville , it 
seems to us ina-lvisable for L!acArti•ur to have to 
transfer more than 15 more P- 38 ' s to South Pacific 

,, .. ,. ''"'· ~ 
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SECRET 
October 24 , 1942. 

!'QR LF.A"Y , HIIO, W.RSHALL and AllNOLil only . 

My anxioty about tho Southwoot Pacific lo to make auro thot 

every poBai~le weapon gets into that Area to hold ~uadalcanal , and that 

havin~ hel d it in th15 crisis th&t munitions and pl anes and crews ere on 

the way to tak~ sdvanta~e of our auoeess . ~o will soon find oursol~ee 

on~a~od on ~no activfl front' and we ~1st have adequato air dupport in 

both places even thou~h it means ~elay in our other ooornitmonta , partic­

ularly to En~leod . OUr lonr ran~o plans coul~ be set back for months 

1f 1fe fall to throw our full otron;;th in our irnloediate and impJn~ing 

oonf'liots . ! wish th!!'ref.'ore ~ you woul d canvass over the .,.:eek-end ovcry 

posei ble tel!l'pora.ry d1. vorsl on of rnuni tions which you •Hill roquil"D for our 

active fronts and let ~e kno~ whAt they are . Pl ease al so review the 

m1ober and us& of all comb~t planes now in tho continental United States . 

ROOSo:vl!LT 

"--------------------- -----
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~ IIIITID st..,.,..-nmnc rr.r.d 
Plac*lp or t.M c-der 111 O.i e! 

• 
Ooto!Mlr 20 , 1942· 

C · nder in Chiet, D. s. Paci!ic rleet . 
G =der in Clrlef, U, s. Fleet . 

(.l) 

(B) 
( C) 

C011tuk croup 7 . 1S secret ltr , SS168/A16-J/(OJ7) dated 
Auf:\18t 2.411942• 
Taek UQit 7 .1;,.; secret ltr, dated Au~t 21,1942. 
Cae1ubpac •~cret ltr, F?12-10/Al6-J/(Ol002) datod 
Saptnbe.r .3,1942. 

1. Tho raid oo !4ak1n Island on 17-18 AU(.-ust wan planned to destroy 
eo~ forces and inet&Elatioa1, to gbin inforaation, and primsrily to crante a 
dinroi OII con!uai.ng Japanese plana e.nd div&rt ing toroos from tba stronger oon­
ceotrationa baing a aa .. bled to attack Gukdalcanal in late August . It Succeeded 
in All ita purpose•, intlieting loas of planes, ships, supplies , ond ~en, and 
4iverted .shipa and airoratt, by causing t he formation or o Uakin relief force . 

2 . In the raid J epe.neee lossea wer e a 

1 .3500 ton AP or AX 

1 1 soo ton l"! 

2 oeaplanes 

100-150 men 

Radio 1tatione, stores of ;lllSOline ond other equipcent 
and aaterial. 

J , Thio l ose wee inflicted nt t !le cost or 30 of our !.Iarine rltiderr 
killed in action !llld dro1!llad , lind much of the nlidin g !orce equipment . 

4, J.U\R.!.T! V!, The eccount of the ox:pcd.ition "'" told by the er.closfid 
reports needa little &Qplification or adjust ment of conflicting oba~rvations J 
hence this aect ion of the repor~ ia l i mited to c brief aumu.cry . 

5. The Second Raider Bo.ttnl1on hud been conductio~ extenoive training 
Cor come weeks in the Hawallnn h ls.nds . Part of the unit.G hcd part iciptot<>d i n the 
Battle of W.dw!!.y and others had t r ained on that island n!tenrnrda, Immediatel y 
preoeeding tho llalcin l&lnnd l onding t hey had truinod in handling rubber bon ta in 
aurt 1111d hsd llll!.de several night lnndinga on Oah11 !roao submarine a. 

- 1-
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.. lt!II STATt:S PACln C PLUT 
P1a1ohip or tbo to.o.ndor in Chi t ! 

Ootober 20, 1942· 

lolan4 ~i!XI - lloJdn b land DiYer~!oa . 

------- ----- --- ------ -- -- -- ---- ----- ----
6. Tloo IMMir od &D.d t.wODt)'-t.wo o!f1ooro and • •n of Ute raider lleU&llao 

.-nod 1a IUDTILOS o.nd .IJIOOIAOT and o.o.lltd tron P .. rl lllu-bor o.t 0900 ( 9i) 
I .l"'"8t• tho YOJo.p wu \llloYonttW. tho oubo-o.rinoo being abl~ to Mill on tho our­
t aoo 110ot of tbo tirl<l ther eby 118k1D& tho ohipo h•bl tebl o deep! te tt>e l ar co nllllber 
or- oarriod. U UTlLUS, proooodi ng a t hi &hor opeod in order t o reconnoi tre , • ado 
lan4tall • Lit tle llt.lt1n lll.and a t 0)00 (-l2), l b Auj!Uot, e.nd conducted 1 pt"r iocope 
r•o-ioao.noo. (ill ti"l boraatter, =luo otborwho 1nd1catod, • r o Zer<>-12). 

7. At 2U6, 16 A~t, .I.RGOII.lUT and I .I.OTlLIJS joined a t Ut• rendu..ou. 
1a epit. of boo'IJ' rainfall o.nd proceeded to tho debarkation po1Dt . H • • • 1 cloer 
ai&ht wi th ocat\erod clCNdo, o1Dd n, force 4, r aioing IIOdcrau ooollo . At 0)00, 
17 .luinot, t.bo raidt r for ce • - cod .. berkin4 1n booto . 

I . 'lbo plan called !or uoombl)o tlonrn do II.I.UTILOS oo t.ba t , ll bot t • 
.t&ht ll• t undern7 together. '!be oaobore •lnd and current drove t ho NAUTILUS toward 
tho r.e! 1 0 that oho t r t quentl7 had to ~o ahead to keep cl ea r . AI 1 ruul t bo• t o 
oould DOt keep tlongeido . SOlie booto troll U OTILUS had to take ott t roop" r roll 
'JlOCII.lUT and rHurn to IAOTI LUS . r.lan7 o! the outboard 110tora w:ould not otert, 
addinr to the dirCioult7 of l<oepin4 bot to uoomblod. Tho ~r of tho our! • nd tho 
nab of tho noll t.broull)l tho llabor bol u of Uta U UTILUS drowned out ordort. 

9. .l.tt.r uo•bling otr IAOTlLOS, tbt foroe pl&nnod to proceod to two 
INpU'&to hoachll tor landin,. Because or .,_loetion ditficultieo &nd . .... 
C<ID!uoi on ....,, tho boo t o, tho -..r1ne e-nding Otrlcor ordorod ll troopo to land 
OD & oi nalo bMc:b . 'lbo7 ole&rod tho ou-rinoo I!Dd l.Jmdod at OSOO on ochodulo, 
••ti.&Uni tho tlll'! oa oi l7. 1'11'\oon o! t ho oi&ht.ea ~ts l&ndod toaothor, oith 
taoo otboro ••vbJ'. Tho r ... in1D.1 boot. did not !'cool ... tho chanced order ond ocnt 
to tho -•h or1&1nall7 uoip ed, to tho ooutb . lt oontoined o L1out onM t. ond 
oloYee .-D oho wor o behi nd tho en-.r'• l1noo throughout t~o day ' • ticht.1n& o.nd 
Wliotod coao1dorab1o c!U6fllt ot. o ooot or throe .,.n l<llled. 

10. -\e b&d not beoo aoo .. blod 1D onu oi tb n ch unit t.oo~• thor , '\tnco 
U.. •orlouo platooDO otro a1ud 1n lo.ndina, aJld r....,q;ODbatlon on tho boacb ou •-•ao.rr• IafON tbh wu ~atod, coo '""' aoci d011UU,. rtrod bia 11\111• Thlo 
• • "bout OSJOJ .... oao Jllo\ be&1an1DC t.o IIN&It . 

U . -l111Dd that tho oJ.&r. had hoOD • ~'~'""• tho ~" Ot!ieor deo-
potebad 000 CCIOIPN'I1 \.o tho oU..r • 14• of tho i elend(luo than t •1l•) . X.. • r •• 
•1Ailtoe t.bh o ;eiiQ' r oport.od haYln& rooohod ~rMent rb&r!, near t~o northern 
Ideo ot tho oot U-t of 8utariter1 . 'lb1o COillpan)l wu then deployed tO odvM91 dam 
tho ialand and tho o tbor oO<>peey bol d 1D ru erYO. :LoanobU e, Yolco rad i o COIIIIUD-
1oation hod been utobliehed w1 tb t.be eut.&rinot. 
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UIITID S'UTIS PAOIPJO PlZET 
na~abip of the Comoan~r in Chief 

October 20 , 1942· 

Soloeoo leland ea.pai sn - Makin Ialand D1• er alon . ----------
12. In a fn llinutae the Japanoal were contacted and by o6JO firing Wal 

111n1ral elCDg the front. • athu, who were uninreally friendly , repor ted where 
l apaneee troops were ocnowntratad. '!he N bolarinea lfere requeeted to !ira en one 
ot thee• IVOUPI and IIAUTILUS responded promptly, firinij 24 round a 1n tn area 
about me r:d.le long. .AROOIIAUT did not fire for fear of bombarding own troops. 
At tbie time the shore foroe report ed range <nd bearing from Ocnrnment llharf 
or two ahipe 1JI tha harbor and requuted that. they be taken under fire . IIAUTILOS 
opeed fire at 0716 but o.,....,...1cat1on w1 th the shore went out almost t.Dedi&tel y 
eo that there were no 11J19t.a . Sal.as were laddered 1fidel.y in range end bearing, 
46 r ound• being expended . Both ohipl were hit and set on fire, ond later sunk. 
ODe wu a J~ ton J.P or AI whiob the natins atatad quartered sixty atarinu. 

lJ, '!he Jo.paneae ware praparad for a ra1d1 probably because of a general 
elert f ollowing our landins in the Sol01110111 . Thay took strong poaitiaoa with 
M ohlna i""S t grnsde ~en, auto.atic r lflu, and a flue thrower. Well 
oa.outlaged snipera eecured in the t ope of cocoanut treea , where nati••• eaid 
they h&d beea tor three c!Jiys , wer e t he JOOst difficult probl e•• Tbay could not be 
brought down until the rronda concealing thea wer e &awed off by machine ~ fire . 
lnipara and aaobiJio gun t i re killed oleTen aen on the Marine right fl«nk and 
atoppad the adYAnce until a bout llJO, At that time & p1o.toon of the reaene 
OOIIJ)IIDi)' • • • deployed on tho lett and slow progreas resumed . This platoon had no 
e&l uel tieo in the fighting. 

14. Soon nft ar IIAOTILUS completed firing, JJICOHAOT dive on !alee plane 
contact and NAUTILUS followed. Thay aurtaced at about 10001 r e-eetablifthed •oioe 
radio with the l lllld force, and upon requeat ware pr eparing to r eaume tire on the 
ahipl whicb had not ye t sunk when a biplr,ne wao si&hted. Both ahipa 01ode eaargenoy 
diYH &t 10)9. U UTILOS aurfaeed a t 1255 but iuediate]J dhed again when 12 
pl&ne appe&red. Thereafter the 111booarines r el!!llinod eulllllerged until noar oun1et 
when dan&er tro~ &ircratt was conaidered peat. 

1S. Three p-oupa ot pl anu appeared OYer the ialand during the clay . rwo 
bipanaa, on• of which had drinn the <nlhm&r ine down, flew over the l.tarine Porca 'J 
at 11.30. After reeonnitering tor fifteen •inutea , they dropped boab• and departed. 
The next group of 12 planee w&a aigbtad b7 torcaa aehore at U20J tour ware ee&-
planaa, two l ari• ond t wo .. di\111. ODe eactl or the .. landed in the l agoon whore 
bctb were dutroyed by uobine gun and S5 calibre anti-ttnk rit'le tire . • • tivea 
reported that the l arge ••• plane had brought thirty-five Japaneee reenforcementa • 
.&!tar boolbi ng and atraflng for onr an hour • the rellllinin& planes departed, 

_,_ 
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IIW>Jeotl - -- - - - - - - --- -- - - - -- - -- -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
16 . leo&uM Of tile l"epGn ot .... ...roro-to, tile conolu&1"" -~ \ho 

••~ tu.t>~ woW.cl brlo& ...,.. , aocl tile raot U...t mlpero ftr& oUll t.rNbltoOOie1 tile 
llarloo C n.S! nl Ott1oer cleclclecl to rttNiraw tile ceoter end ricM. of blo lloe, 
boplo& ~ brloc llllpero ~t or Ulo hu"7 rolla.- protootloc - · '!hlo he oldJ 
but \1M llllper o dld not adftllce . .t.a be otawo \1M pr1De1pel colD wao -~ ,.h.., 
o \hlrd pvup of planoo ut.oked at about 16.)0 Ulll)' ooncaotrdtod on \he area hio 
t.roopo b&>d "ftoat.<Jcl &lid tho ana hll)'ood whero J open10e roohtaoce had been nronaeat. 
0\lr t.rOOpc outfered oo cuuolUeo 1'raa aey of Ulo air o t taclto th11 d.qt . 

17 . .llthoa;.'ll the al.ooion of deo~UOII of """"-' f orcoo ancl 1notallat1011o 
bad 110~ bMa OODplot41C11 after •he lout >.,_bini tho rr.ider c.,_.,.jer decldod to 
w1U>dru acccml1na to plao . !he appo1nt41Cl tiM of departu.n wu opproachlQ& aocl be 
ocao1dorn4 that 1t wu neceoaary to tall back llowl:f oo aa to peral. t &II orderl.J 
-~UCID 1D~ the '-t&• lt oppearo -~ t.Mra wra onl:r o fn J opaoooe ooldlers 
l ett alln , 7e t ... ch 1o t.be eUoct or boldnooo 1n a fn reooluta ..., the~ 11 ••­
to t.be rai.S.r c~er a~ thio tiM that bo wu otill OPJA>Iod by a lar&o force . 

111. !he w1\Nirowll no •cc011plhhed without ... ..., a.ttaclt . r.barkat1011 
1n rubber 'boata n o corriod our • • planned w~ """ came t.ba aajor diaaot.er and 
•Jor cood fort~mo of tho oxpedltion. Motora would not atart . Ilium tho bor to 
reachwd t.be 1\U"f, which had bern ~ tranoitod Uu t IIO<'Ilina , th07 wore ror c41Cl 
baok or t"""OICI «m~r. ror &II hour the llarUIII ltr\le&l41Cl dooperateq to &ot throu<Ob • 
..,u,....t aocl olot.boo woro l oot. ...., Ju.po<! 1nto t.bo water tr71n& to pwoh tho 
'-t o t.11rc>Q1b tho abort, ah<lrp ourt, onl.J tor t.bo .aot part to be torcl"l to 11.,. 
.., 1o -...uon aocl return aabore. S.ftral nre probabl7 drown41Cl · t ~ 11 tiM. 
Jl&rodl7 ...... than OD._Ulird ot t.ho MD reacb41Cl tho l.o:O ouhM.rlnoa, !ho ro., lnln& 
120- ..... bled 011 t.M bucb wlt.b a Uttb .-;uiPMOt all,.c41Cl rroe. tho w• tar, aot. 
up MOtrioo, aocl waited a1aorabl7 1n tho rain ror dawn a:nd another a tt-.pt to puo 
\ho ourf • J.t :U00 ono of t.bo oentriea ... COimtarod a J'o.puo .. petrol or oicht -
ard kill41Cl t.brea of thn be!o:ro fllllJl6 nrlouoq wounded b7 a obot thro\lih tho cheat . 
leco.uae O( t.bo pooo1\IU1 t,y Of Japa.noao roeoturCIMntr in U;o 110rnin11 proopeet.o 
l ooked. dro&r7 . 

19. IJ.OTILUS Me! J.ROOIIJ.UT wait41Cl otr U\o appc111t.ed huch t.brouchout t.bo 
Di.,;bt. J.t cla¥broalt boota nro apln loaded a:nd on aplnot t.bo 1\U"t. 60Ytral c..,_ 
talo1Di • total or about f1ft.7 aeu cot ~. Volunworo 1D """ t>oat rot>~n41Cl 
ho. IJ.OTILOII to tho ...rr .. lt.b a Uno throw1J:.,; II"" aod with • auaoao \:.a t 1.110\li!> 
t.Ae ...t.ar1Doa a ipt be torc41Cl clown b7 airoratt th07 would re~uro, aod oov.l. r ._1D 
a ' ltll6 u nacoo10r7 to roao•• .ll troopo aabore . '!'be bo<lt. hac! aoaroel¥ dllhn41Cl 
ito Mlaap when J.I\OOUIJT ou~r&OICI on to.lao cootact aoc1 1/JJTILCS followed . '1'•07 
_,_ about 0901 blat were U..Ot 1Jr41Cliat&l:f tore• down act.iD, thia u ... b7 
- ndar oontaot a. tho bo<lt r rooo tho IAUTIUIS with ita YDluat .. r or•• or tho ...., 
wao otro.rod b7 ooa or the planu o.nd ito orow probabl1 k1ll41Cl . One """ fro• aaboro 
who hod deci ded to owin to t.bo tho IAUTILUS arrl'lad oxhauat41Cl Juot •• •h• •m t down. He 
wu at• t.ho lloit of hil or>duraooa• but a nort.bol ooo ..... bael< a abara . 
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prcsg 
hbJact.l llol.- Ialand Cup&ip - llald.A llllnd 01-reraioa. ---- --- ------- ------------------- --------

:ZO, I a paoeoa pl.anu nra onr t.ha a toll INoh ot tha dq t'roa a bou ~ 09l0 
to 17)0, F011r lar&e tllabte bolobe<l lad .t.ra.ted the lenJt.h ot the alii ialand, 
t.be _ n.,. iel&Dd to the north, and LHU. IIdiA to the aouth. Ow- ror cea reai»­
ed _..r OOft.r durh& t.he bolobl.n& acd reoe1-red no oa~tiae uoap~ t:>r thou 
atrated lll the n~bber boat, 

::11. nth no cbanae ot reaohh& t.be wlatrl.llee durlll& daylight., the 
llarlllu 011 the beaoh tu!'Ded haole aehoraJ u.d DOW the good tortuno Ot their dilUter 
... .-.-led. Ae patroll eprea4 wt onr t.he leland they dilcoYored that coat.rary 
to the op1D1011 or the preYioWI e•eDI.IIg there • · 1 no et.ron& reliet.aooe reaainha. In 
tac t, there ... pra<Jti~ ooce, On the •trent.' lapaneaa ..... l,rllll dead ar011114 
U..ir aehhe 111'11• or behind pe.la treea llbicb bad been cleanl,r piel'Ced l:y our • ~ 
06llber Ar INlJ.eu. 111rou&hout t.be day ocl7 t.wo aipara were ..,cOWit.ared. '!hwy 
,..... ehot., total ~ dead oo1111t.ed em the tield of bet.Ue waa II), !heM with 
per-.1. OD tha t wo .ml<en llhipe , 'rewlt.d in e tot.el lo81 to the ocewy of 100 
t.o 1~ - · 

:z:z, Pat.rola tired peolllle at.owage ot 700 to 1000 berrele , daet.royad 
t.be II&Jn r adio a t.lt.10C11 &114 carried out. other dmaolition . • o haa"7 tun rort.iti­
•UIIIl aiat.ed. llml the w.t.arhea reappeared oft the lan41n& beaoh at. 1930 
thwy ware raqo.at.d to proceed to the quieter nt.er a t ba leg- ... t.ru.ce . A 
eloop 1n the harbor U.S appeared to be l11cal,r t.ranapart.at.ion tor our t.roopa but. 
.., 1Dapect.11111, alter a alll&le lapu~ue llarllla datendinl it. • •• killed , it. na 
tOUDCI &-woJ't.bT, 1'-olnln( n~bber boata u.d a nat.iYO out.ricarr were uNCI , t.ha 
.w..r1nea belli& r .. ahed al. 2))0, lB Auguat., a/t.er neerly two dqa uhore . 

::1) , Tba ret.um journe;y wu without n < nt except tor th~ excellent 11111'-
&•rr ot the aoo~ina layY dootore UDder di/tlcult con4H1one. I J.llTILOS IIOOred 
at. l!olloal.rin& laaa , harl Harbor, about """"• 25 A11111at, and AROOIUOT at. 1::145 ~), 
::16 .t..,....n. 

C9l!CL!JSl(IS 

::14. !M!Mripu were •!fo•ll..,tly h• nc!l•c! and pro-red t.h••••1ne wall 
auit.ed tor ratdar operati oniJ howa•er, t hey need ee•eral chana•• to ~preY& habit­
ability, 11\al.di t;:r end hea t ware eaY&ra ••en th<N~ additicnel a ir conditionina 
181 ta "-<! bean prortded. It would haYO bean iJipoelibla to t.llta care or the lar•• 
a..t.ar or - aboard rit.h exiatilll aquipaent had 110at. of the cTuiaa not been • da 
OD U.. au.rtaoa. AROC&I.OT 11 now belli& c""nrt.ed into a eubu.rine tr naport., with 
aecu....,. obanau to &aka her aora INit.lbla tor prolonied oruiain( rit.h a 1ar ·• -ber of_, alooard, 
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~'. Ih• raider loading an<! lAndinG plan hAd oeTeral dtteau wbich ehoul.4 be tl11o1na1Ad in oubaeqlltn~ operationt . A tingle wit with nll boau oltOilld be 
1n one ohJ.p. OnHe ehOilld loed in boau 1n d~etred l.Andlns order , and boa ~• t!!Oilld 
proceed 1n wafto to Ulo beuh oo U..~ reorpniution w1ll no~ be ntcuury aehort . 
~uont drlll 1n Ulil pbaao or land1nc 1.a netellal . 

;.o. In raid l or t.hh n&WJ'" wMeh d•l!!'l!1 abo.,.. dl on l!l!rprhe and 
nittnua o! ftXtcution , tht raid11'14 toroe cannot h~ itself be Utd don~ hy poeit1on 
fi.,;ht1n0• It JNt~ u1nto1n =obUHy, et.rikin0 r~p1d~ , aeek1nc ~o 5\IJ"prioc ' nd 
rou~ tht eneey bttort they can rocovn and cr. anlle de!~n••• · Shoul d the torct 
be pinned down !!)' a • rire fil!ht", H wn contir.ut ortmo1n rtcoonalol&llct 1uet.ead 
or rtt.rtat.in& or re ini"' otaUa, After tht rtriL p•rl of t!l• nc•P=tn1.1 tM 
raider torco dld not •~ril<e •iiJ'tllh~ J Cor tXQplo, t.ht platOCD on the lert 
!lAnk IU!!ot-td no cuual t ioa Wld ,.. dt olow 1 rovo11 . 

;n. 'J'ho pl 11n or oeerationt . including !!it.hdrnal1 muet be on a dot1n1u 
t 1!t pqhtdl!le 1 u in tho oubjeot oparationo , It 11 necUI!U)' to coordln'lto tho 
r aid with the ao•too.ato ot ohlpt. lf1UI t!fectin ant1-out.ar1nt IMI&orurt~t tbl' 
Jtpantte cOilld ban prtnnt.ed tht ou-..inu !roo .--1n1n an xtro ~. 

28 , Reooooait SMee mor o le.nd1ng puf!c ho! •xtenol<rtl, Raidere len<11nt; 
wi~hout or~;Mbatlon en tlle beach •1e:nt hue been 11o0pped by a tlr .lt llllch1nt CUD• 
ln addit1onc to puriocope reaonntiaehneo , sround reoonnaia•onoa or 1n!or.Lt1on 1a 
dteirablt . In thia opera~ion 1o oOilld ban been obt.nined by londioc •• :oan u hor o 
in ad<ranco or tht r aid . 

29. la!cl,. report• ahould bt con~ider!4 •1~!1 •ueplo1on• n.. Japantta 
r.q ha<ro dtllYerawl:r epraao tht rwoor of reentorotHot.o in order to 1ntlu!!Dce t ,. 
doc111ona of the raide r oOCDelldtr . Actin patrolt •·ould ban ctvon 111• tOUnd 1n­
fo1"11ot1on oo to the location ond ttl"cnl)tb of tho enol!)'. 

)0. The old ewry 11 war or the !•por\' nco or the orttntln •u apia 
d•on•trattd. On the aturnoon or lu4Utt 17, <d th" raid~ roret t"Dt 0141. re­
cDm>oillance pot.rola and pu8btd t orward 1nottad or wit.hdrtwinJ, thO)' would han 
dliOO~trtd that the apparent bOt")' fO .. !lanCt WU tht fire Cf Oil y a ba~:d!uJ.l Of 
..., tl.p>t1ng to the death . !bey could ba~ d .. t r oytd 1nat&l.lat1ona on tJ,e hlMd 
tnd Tot•barl<ed to their lo1eurt1 probo.bl)' ll&vinl IIO&t of tne lOU Of lit. ftOD 
drown ina .nd fro• • tn!in6 by plant a on 18 Aucua t. 

)l. Rader .... 1gftlu. blt both tor plAnt acnuctt ....t ror nanptlon 
olo,. to tllt beacb 1n ltTOD6~ wattra at nicnt.. SD radtr picked up one I"""P 
o! pl.Anu at al.Jtttfll •Ueo. 
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Cl.nopao PU• 
h.o-90-wb 
&16-.3/ILUIII 
kriu 0)064 

t111I'I"'ll S'UTI8 P.&CmO n.DT 
Pleclh1p Of \hi C ndA~ 1n Cbilf 

Ootober2), l942 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -
)2, Corpn1oat.19Q appeare to t.n. beftl eath!actory bel.wo"D eu~u 

bolt they bad c!1tt1oul. ty rood rtng ••aqu troa the portable radio M t a u hore , 
upeo1all7 wtlea theee were carried aero a a the 1aland Olld were l.r&ne1111 ttitlg throuch 
treee . llimlar experionoo 1t1 Guaclucanu ooco!ins t he need tor e.n ieproTed portable 
voice radio , 

3). !)heel I!O!!Nd ru-..ip• boltt would hno bem T&luablo Oft thb 
expecU t1Cft 1114 wi ll be curled 1n tlltll!'e CftU. 

)4, A lOt! D!IIKed type or outboerd eotor than the t'Yinnlde h needed . 
It bett.er ouea an anU.ble, 1t. Sa re<!u .. tecl that a euiteble •"PPlT be obtelaed. 

)5. lley!ru • · hii!N,x tra1no4 1n handlin!t boato throucb eurt . ahoulcl 
be attached to eaol\ r!icler unit. 

) 6 , Bo•btrd! nt •!!l!ll!l1t 1on tor 6• guna , unclsr production at the U • o of 
thia exped1 t1on, l\u now becoco a ... llablo and 1e be1Di supplied to eu'-t.rin u 
-tiDg thia caliber or IUD• 

Yf , J apa.pu• dorm .. !orcu wen "'1'7 cooe1 at C!8CN!lap, w~- bold and 
reeolute, 1114 Couebt untll ldlled, Apart hoe theao a c..U..,t charac toriatica, h­
....-, they appear to 11&.,. be.., 1D!er1or to our Klritlu. !heir tiro JIO'I'ff ~· ...at, 
their eiA poor, and their cli ~rpoa1t.1Cfta ! aul\71 801t ot the an be1nl bwlelled eo 
thot tl\17 Yere killed 1D IJ'OUP'• 111\h equd cou.rap, •wroxt-tol7 equd nu.bera, 
.ncl equd boldnau O( laaclerahlp, our llariDu Yill de!Ht the l &P"Illll ltYOJ'7 tt.. 

)8, At. no clancor or too frequen t repetition , th• rinal roo-dation 
ot tho r!icler o-4er, wroui!>t tro. eoro oxper1ence, 11 oat clown her o osa1D 1 
•Tho nicllt ot Aquot 17 ... nrphaohoa tho trutb tb•t 11 u old a a the •1l1tary pro­
ruli<el lo •tter bow be4 your own 11tll(lt10D !1<7 appear t o be, \hero 11 UWf.71 
tl\o poaaibWty tbat tbo 11tuat1on or tba on_,. J.a welt wor1e . • To th11 aicllt 
be a44ed -t.IMr trutb tbat a tew realllute n ao• lil<e bt t tdiona. 

)9. n.rwp t.IM coura(a 1114 en4\lranoe or tho .nne a 1114 oool beaded 
coupenUOD or IN'-t.rlne poraonnel, thia oxpecllUon -• auccant'ully urried to 
coooplot.i OD I.I'•Wt aa4 t')' tba !id or nrloua obano a or !Ortlmo. Loaaea were 
...-bat laJ'IN' tllaJl tl\ey lhould b.oYI beoo but the Coal I Of the OXpedi tion .. re 
acb1ned. C:.a14.,..ble daa&e waa 1nll1otecl Oft Ulo J r.panaae , cod a t a crucial tiel 
1D tbe llol._,. taluda operation• they ware forced to d1.,.rt .... , el>ipa ami planea 
to t.lle roliet ot lakin I allll4 . 

C. 11. U Pll'I'Z. 
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Oincpa o 11le 
ho-90-wb 
.Ub-J/ltAlDI 

UIITED S'UT!S PACIFIC PL1ZT 
rl.allllhip ot tho CO....,der in Clliet 

Serial 0)064 

Copy tu1 
c-..c~&nt., OSIIl 
Coeaubpao 
eo....phlbtOl"pllC 
Coeaopac 
~broreopac 

eo..o-apac 

~-·•P'l" 
Coewbreo> 1'0tJR 
CO 2nd !Iar ine l1dr . Bli. 
Coet.aakjp"OUII 7 ,15 
eo.t.a~iL 7.ls. J 
co ARIQIJ;U'l' 

CO MAII'TILOS 

/a1pecl/ 
I'. V. llERCER 
rla& S.oret.ary. 

Oat.o'botr 20, 1942 
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'"-• 
'1'111 

Subjaot.e 

t a. 1 . uomua 

c "'•~ T&.t Group 1 .1s. 
c-ola~ 'taak l'ol'ca 7. 

can or noot. roat.aawr 
a... rr...ohoo,tal1ton1a, 
All&\lllt 24 01 t42, 

Report or llorine-IM.arine RAUer l!:xpecl1t.iOD. 

(a) CTr-7 Operat.1• Order 7l-J.2• 
(b) C'l'G 7 ,1, Operatloo. OJ'Ur 1-42. 

1o 1bh Hpor1. C...,.ri.Jill tba U IOUt.iOO. or raferm cea (a) 
ud (b) r-epNHnh a -.,. or .,..ah, upe:riaoc .. and concloalooa 
1aolMI1 t t.o t.he opera tioo.. C. tailed. repone ot t.ha aoth 1 t.iu or 
\Aa ladl~doal Taak Unite will b9 aubaltted aoparatal 7 ~ t.ha1~ 
r .. peou,.. -olen. Certain tisurea o;iYID 1n t.hil roport. are 
approxl-.t.ioDI (•blch will b9 1n.Ue&t.ed) dua t.o lecl< or opportuoi tr 
t or t'rM C a:ioat.1GD b9t..raeo t.ha ftrioua ani tl ot t.lla Tau Groupo 

~-t. t.o the ot.ar~ or tho O%p'..Ut.1oo aod u p t.o tbe t1r8 or 
eat.lt.t.in& t.bla Hport. It 1a b9llned hoorner that. eutt1o1eot. 
1ato~t.101l h in t.ba bands or the sroup cOta6nder t.o p.;rait. 
oubo1oa1on ot a raaeonablf aoourata account and onal7oia or tho 
operaUoo. at. t.hio t.iaa ODd it. U aooor4J.nW oo eubeUt.ed, 

2, !be Hport h preeet.ed 1n the pnoral !ora preaor1he4 
tor ...,. patrol Hport.o or ~laao ot t.ba l'acltlo fuat with 
ll1Gh departure a t.ba ra rrooo u -.r b9 1ndJ.oated, 

QMATifl 

!lle \&Ilk P'OIIP deported P··or1 a t. 0900, .lucuat 8, 1942 and 

J1N41eeded 1n • .,.,...., CD6or aaeor t. untU nlibt.tall or that det.e 
att.er ..tlieb t.111e wo au.boariu lln1 t.a proceeded ladapeodtetq. 

!be UUTILUS b91nc r.quired t.o arr1n at tba danlnatlcm 
MJ'lier thaD tba AR<lo.A'UT 1n order t o ooodu.ct a poriecopo 
H-1-oe Ot t.ha Objaot.ho 0 proaaedad at b9ot 1118tnlned t urfaaa 
,....., &JIIIl'O!deat..r1r u.s kaot..r. 

llo -t..rot. a1 th ~ toroea - • bad e rout.e and e.llooat. t.ba 
•UN trip -• •d• ce the aurta~ , tba day preoad1q erri...U 

baloc t.ba ~ oea durlnl which r.ora Cohan a houra wt.er r-oa wu 
Heart.ad to. 011 that oooaaioo t.ha U DTILDS wu a~r&ad t'roa 
09)0 to J'/00, 

z..Mall ••• ada oo Llt.t.le llialt1n .ltoll. at 0.)00, Aupl.ot. 16 0 

all 1~ or tba IJ'OIIP bf.loc cooopla\aly blacl<ad-ou~, and aub­
- &ed ru nataanoa ot t.ba aout.h Met.arn eout or U>a ala illaod 

- l-

' 
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) 

U, I. S. I AUTILUS 
• 

Car a ot n eat. Poa t.u t.ar , 
San l'ranoiaco, Calilon>h 
Aucuat 24,1942. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
or llakia Atoll na bei\111 at clq bretl<. 

It n a !OUDd that almoat no d1et1nruiabini reat.ur•• cxtat ed 
other than - quutionablo tanaenta wbich oroaaad wb4ll within 
the lia1 t in1 cliatance or tYO IIllo a !ros the b.rrier reof 1n a YeY7 
wide out, l!;y olo .. ob .. rrat.ion hou-.er the aot and dr1!t ot the 
oun"eot throu.;hout the bi lht in which the land1ni waa oxpeot.ad to 
be affect.d was dotel'lliaed and .-greed 1n aeneral. with that deo­
oribed 1n the coeet Pilot , It wu !ound honn r to sh11't direction 
rapicll¥ u the day wore on and accorclinal7 no gnat confidence 
na placed 1n tho data obteined, 

llldM-.or was alae u.de to reconno1 tar the ehore orr t ho 
elt arnota l.end1ng beach aele<~ted, but tide rips and atrona current• 
ott tldllliOOi Point rendered this 1opraoUoablo 1n the tao re­
Minina. 

Tbo reodonoue with the .IJWO!IAU'f at Poiat Mirlo woa o!!ected 
durine a h""7 rain equell at 2ll6, a fact which evidenced ooat 
excellent nartption on t he part of that YOIIel, aa currrnt ex­
perieaood c route wu oonoidorablo and \Dlprediotable, 

Attar peae1na an operation ordar !roo a proa~eoti-.e attack on 
Litt le llald.n Atoll to the .&ROOIIAU'f, the two nuole proceeded in 
Ooep&IQ' to the point of debarkatiOD (Point Baker) t ho troopo 
r1cg1nc boat& and 11ear en routo. ArriYed at deaicnated point a t 
0)00 , 'l!eatber at t bia Uno wu deer with aco.ttor"d cl0\lde 1 wind 
1.1,, !orca 4, A IIOdero.te 111ell wu nmnina tro::o the eo.atnrcl , but 
cond1t1ona tor tho landl n& were eonaiclered ra-.orable , 

Tbe abip a t thia t.illl WIU oxperlenc1ni areat cli!tloulty in 
.aint.a1n1ns poaition due to o. curroot o! abou~ l t knota wbicb aot 
ua eont1nuau~ t.<> the natward and in ~owarcla the rae!. l!bilo 
tbo .urf line could be ta1ntl7 oe• n in the dr rkneao, cuta an 
ox1at 1ng landloarlca indic:at.d the ab1p waa within 500 yarda or tho 
raof and the ooamand1ng officer wao f orced to continually kick 
abaa.d to keep clear or it. h the bode wore beina put onr ot 
tbia t ioe , it • •• iapraotioablo to run out froa tho reor ror cny 
ar .. t dhtanoo , 

Boat& wore olAarod f'rooJ tho obip ot oohedulod tiJie atter aooo 
oontuaion c!ua to the raql11ro11< nt t.bat anorl\l or the boa to !roll 
tho .lRGCaAU'f pick up por aOilDel tr.. tho lend1ni forco of Ute 

-2-
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o. a. a. u11rn.ua' 
Clare ot n...t. ...._.wr, 
... JTuol-, CalJ.tonlla 

IIIA~&~Ut. 24, 1942. 

- - ---- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - ---- - - - -- - -
UOTILIIIl wbicb iDYl"!er.d rlt.b the loe4J.q of U..O let.t..r ft1Ml 1a 
boat.l. tM 1>01111 trOll toM eurt IUid t.bll wuh t'ro:l t.b• l1Dbn hollll 
ot tha llllip reo4erecl mt..rboat. o-iceUon b)' w1oa d.1.Ct'1cuH 

IDd H wa1 appareot thet 100re 4at.e1led tr&ia1n0 and 1n4ootr1na~1on 
1D \1\h pbaM o! t.be operation 11 1o41cete4 !or t.he M=e. 

All boat.. ...... Clleu at t.be eollecluled u .. boorenr, ....S ha4 
'bNa ct- the coneot. oour .. all.aoriJ>a for c:arrmt. t.o take th .. to 
t.lae1r ... ..,..,u.,. l&n41ni beeobu. It wu wbaequen~ l...,ed 

t.bet \1\q departed en •1M 1n1wad o! 1n two IJ'OUPI •• pl&nned, due 
t.o \be oontua1oo ator&IDenUonlki. '11>ey landed at b4aob Z at. the 
eollectuled U.. of 0~ u o•pt. one boat which bec&M det.echod and 
l.aAded alooe near bea ob I , and two boa ta 'lrhicb liLDded nor\11 of t.he 

Mia bod;r. 

tM ~ea pWled cl.aar ot Poiat. Baker IUid t.ook poaiUOD 

about. 4 aille otr the l....uni beaobu. c-1cat1oo by voice 
radio na aat.eblb bed at OSl J with tho Raider Unit. 

U 0656 req11ut ,... r•o•1.,.. !ro, co=e.,dsna ottioer raider unit. 

t.o epea t1re rl\11 .S.clt cun• on lake area o! Uldancon1 Point.. 
tM U IITILDS which wu than on a 1011t.hwuter~ coune CCIIplled et. 
070), 1\ArU.na at. t.he ...n.r- ..,d or t.be point and working doom 

U about. a .U.. A t.ot.al or t nl .. 11111...,.. or 24 rouncla ••ro tired 
d \loU t11ee. t'1ft n a than obeolted u the ll'O"P oo=en.S.l' bad 
....S.nd a reftr Ml ot oourH 1n order to avoid - akin& the 
.uppoMd llbore batt117 at n1Dit Point.. 

ror • ..., reaaon not. yet dateratned, t.he AIIOOII.t.OT wbiob ha4 

1natr.UGD1 to t oll" the 110U0Da o! t.lle l.t.UTIWS 1A ~ .. tiro , 
W t ailed to do ao, alt.bou&h euppo~ llatec1nc 1o on t.be TU 
Oft!' 'lhiob the Yl"l•t bad been deaicnated. 

letore t.he rneraal ot t'O\Il'la by t.he UOTILUS • •• OOII!plated 
and t1re re-...4 r equaat ... regei..C tree c.r. (Col. Carllao} t.o 

take llllftbut. llllip, be&rin.c .HO trail P •=-t •bart, 41• tance 
1000 yuda, ..Ur tire, thia pre-ted a ditticult. ..........,. pro­

Ill• u oo po1Dt. ot aia 1A deneotiOD • •• pruftted due t.o 

leolt ot dia\l.Aillillbabla land Mrka , IUid the l AIITILU8 ' om poaition 

•• ~ ~toe~ kDOWI1 . '11>• r .. v.lt.ent raoa• wu cOilputed 
uc1 IJ\1 IWI• H\ OD a COIIPIIted bear1n& u be1nl t.he on11 teeaible 
aoluUao t.o the probl... At t.bh t iDe oOIIIIIIID1oat1oo rl t.b t.he lbcre 
f ailed d"" to 1nterterenoe. 

Regraded Unclassified



o. a. •· uanx.o:a • 

----- -- ---- ------ ---- ------------------ ---
Pin •• CIJMI>M at. 0716 and a total ot 2J oal'foeo or 46 ~~ 

wore fir-.!. tile oalvoeo won la~de:red widlq in J'IIDIIO &Dd .toneot-
1.., in ordor to oonr tho l.oo;OOD aroa •• ~ &I pooa1bla 0 

at\er ao tpot.o """ reooi.....t tr .. thoro tollow1nc lob tirot. throe 

eal vo .. tlred .., lob• CIO"pUt.ed bear1ni ot tho -r<~b..Jat. lh!p. 

•c.u. !1 rina• •u lobon ord1red ~ 1.1\o i1"0UP o-.:lder pellcl­

lac re.-pt-1011 ot o.._..uoat.lono with Ulo ahoro a o it wae l'ol t 

that .._,1u ... wu beintt waot.-.1 and a --.lt.,' 1.o tho attar 

-iti.., hoht req\lired repair. tho bat.tolr'7 """ aoc~ 

H<Nl"M0 U>a p!'BHI\CO of 10111!1 air unit.l belac axpiOt.-.1 -tarlq 

011 tho baolo ot 1ntoU1ceoeo illtorat.1ca. 

Sbortq thor o a.t't.or t.'ll .AMOII.t.UT wMeJLl.T eubolerp40 preouu.bq 

Oft a n4a:r cca taot, ao ao plafto1 1rero Yioiblo. '!he 1n41oeUca ot 

tho IU.UTIWS ntar woo n.ept.i'ro INt preiNal.rl& tho AJIOOII.&!JT bad &ooci 

Millo tor I\IJ.el'&in& 11. wu 4oc14ed to toUow 1\11 t . 

J.ttor cbocl<inc t~o trill lllld thoro be1nr no t'Urt.her 1ndicat1011 

ot airoratt. in lobo Yie:.nit;r tho f.t.UTILOS wr!aced at 09SS followed 

lllortq 18' tho JJWOIIAUT. 

Yo1oe' radio wu reu tabliohed w1 Ul tho thor o ancl Ulo .lROOUOT 

~t.oq a.t't.or l\ll'!oaing. C. P. apin requ11t.ed IIUtlfiro a&&inot 

...-ob.ut. obip o!! aowo.,..,t. Wba:rt. tho AJIOOIIAUT n o ordered to 

opea tire with dock tua• but before abo could ca.pq a bi plane 

w.o oilbt.-.1 ot.anclin& t.owarclo tho atoll hoa tho ooutho~ot an4 both 

lbip1 .aclo ... raoocy cli Yoo at 10)9. 

!be JWJtiLUS wr!aood at 125$ but. wu 1..,41at.oq forced 

down b7 the o1&ht.1a& ot a !or.aUon ot t.wahw thoro baaed planoo 
at bii!l a1Utu4o &114 ap roacbinc rr- t.lo 1011th~aot. the AJIOOI.lOT 

n o 41rootod 18' un4or water ooun4, not 1.o .w-raco untU t'Urtltor 
ordel'a. 

Both eubM.rlooo r~-.1 INb!Mrcecl tor tho ..-.ln4er ot the 

atwmOOft u continued pro..,co ot mill)' airoratt. n o anUcipat.od 

to within two bouro o! dlrknuo. .ld'nl)ta,o woe t.olo..., of t.hio 

por1o4 to aot a 11 ttJ.1 web aooded olnp, praot.ioal.q aU bando 

boYin& ben up sino• tho prooodin& onnin& and tho coptaln and 

naYiptor oinco a14n1cl>t. or ti.o OYWAiJ>~ precodin& th&\ , 
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Serial 0)7 

$u.~~tEt 
SUbJect a 

U. 8 . 8 . MAOTILUS 

ULre o! rl•s~ Poetaao~r, 
San 1rana1aao, Oali!orn1a, 
Au;rua~ 24,191.2. 

Report o! !.Iarin,...: ur.~rl n< lt&ider f:xpedi t t on . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -

Directed ""bo.o.rlnea to proc&ud 6ub01e q;ed towards Point 
llo.ker to NThe by 18.30 p:-apura t.ory t.o picking Ui- r e turning t roops, 
shl ps t o Nrface on sigml. P.eooi vod a t:hlS&a ge ! r 0111 tha ARGO!lAOT 
Yia aound, stating eho .~ be !orood to 0\Ar!&ea at 1800 Guo t o 
"" exh&uoted bl>ttery ond reqwun.inc penoiosion to r • cain 1n ber 
present loa&ti on a t aoinill1U:II ape.·d , in th& bopeu th&t plwleo over 
the litoll would r.ot a 1J!<lt her &&&iJISt t~" netting G'un . Atrir:ao.tive 
••• of oourae &ivcn , but omoh anxie~y • •• relt unt il upon surraa­
in& .. t 1.84~ no ~"" lforo e1t;hted and ~,. AROO!It.U'i' no observed 
stan~inc in to the rendezvou o. 

h " " cerviceable IIOtors rol:l&ined on bot.rd the r.10TILU8 
and u the mu•inea wbo hl\d retumed on boord !Je r 8 t .n too ext,.us ted 
~ condition to uud~rt~o v, .. trip by paddle, tho group •!omcLnd• r 
d lreotad t he ARGOWAUT to breik out •nd &end in with volunteer& 
their llloo relerYe boa ta and •own. The • eni or marine o!fie&r on 
the AROO!iAU':' r oco.,end&d a,;ainet this procedure un t U li-fter dey­
lisht, as b6in;, ~uicidal. Feelint t'ul~ tid • of t l cur knew conditione 
on tho beaeh l>et~r thnl> he, the ,:roup oOI!IIll&nddr aoditiod Ida 
order to the •"tent of d,ireotina the aonding or rel.1of bo<>t o e t 
the d1saret1on of the senior JDarine officer on the AtlRONAUT. 

At dAybronk sever al eo. to wore obs ervod to bo putt ini of! 
fro~ the bench nnd to rendor the~~ t• sk ne easy ua poes1blo tho 
NAUTILUS flloved in t o within ~00 yerda of the r eor ond rocuived two 
110re boat l011d s of "IIJ'inue 1 tho IUijor l t,y of WhO:O were nithout 
outer al.othing and olJIOat devold or an:• and aq uipmont. 'fhe flrat 
of tl10!18 bot.h t o arrt .. e woe 1lll:led1atel,y fitted a1tb o 100tor which 
had been rendered serviaa\J.~ during the night and lDilnned by f ive 
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1Sl61/.UI.-) 

15erlol OJ7 

SECBfl 
SUbject a 

• 

o. 8. S. I AUTILUS 

c..z., ot n .. t Poot autn, 
S8n rtanclaco, Colifo?Dla, 
J.\14Ual U., l942 . 

w lunt.et ra. !her were &ir.m !nat.ru.c1.1cna ~ a.asure t.b- co:::xn~ 1r' 

ottloer or the rzddor unit ~!lr.t. If ••• -u~ rlnu wero force<! to 
o\lbalor1; • they woul.d rnurn •·• $001\ o.• oir<nt>ot4noan p>m1ttod nd 
by 19.)0 a t tho lateol llnd would continuo to endanor to pick up 
tf.1:(T boa1.t whl.c.": c,..t out. . 

Two 80N boe.:.a 'f'ara ob"rnttl to haft el.e.ared t..~e r ~ .. n-i t. • 

J..!IJO:I10T waa direct..<! t o p1clc t.'lraa u;> . !'\ey h....S aearc ~· <lao 10 
wbon tho Al!Witl.tiT n a obaoro'!ld to be d1Yinl. llo r adar contocl wu 
1ndl oatod but as the ah1pa wore elo1e up ao;ainn ve ohor~ l .ine it 

W&l tbOUCht thot par l\flp l tho ho1cht of the palm t roe1 hod pr 6'r6D tod 
1ndl oa t1on of t )\O ap-pO&Ob Of plonto f r<r. t.'\~t dir·1ct1011 00 th~ 

!U.UTIL~S followed r.uU e.nd ':1.1bmort1ed • It 1a cow bel l "YY!d !\~! the 

4110011.\IIT oulaer;:ed on a ~alae Tioual. oontact probal:~ a li1r<l, or 
wbich t'ler e wer e 1:1&11)' . 

Tho IIAOTILUS eurracod at 0901 foll011od lrJ tho IJIQOIU.11'1' ~ut w.a 
forc~d <\own at 0914 on a drf inHe rad'l' oon r.act a t lJ, .. u., 11nd 

collin& l n fast . Did not al jljlt. plN>ol but don w>,on rad•r 1nd1cotod 

~ • U e a. line a1nco dloeoverad the)' ooro a !oration of h1gll l on l 

bootbero ond ware probabl¥ noarl)' OYorMo4 at t.ha tl • tbo IU.UTILUil 
dOYo. Two bcxlbe or clop> ..II cba:".:;u w•!'a hoar<! but wer• not close . 

AI 1t ru a.;aln 1\nUcipaUd cr.d lat.cr vorl!lecl t.Le 11\lll"i)' pl&neo 

would rol:ll\in oYer t.bo Atoll ond T1o1r.1 t)' durin. d•ylt,;Jlt. hcu.ro , 

doc1dod to rolliD.in oul=nr.;od clou or th• ntoll for t>,a roaQinod 

of t bo d~ in order not. to uncecea•ar~ cooprcaiao tho area 1n 

Ybich u. ••• ex:peot ecl t.o reeovot' t!"OOpl . 

JIAtJTIU;S ar:d .li!OOIU.!l'f crrivoc! oleA 1n on -"• l-eo•' at 19.)0 
prapara~l')' c.o p1clt1n& up re=a.indo~ of U,o n ldor 11n1t . Upon 

arrh a l roce1ftd blinker ,.••n.c• fl'o= tho c=-,andin . o!ticor or 
r aider unit aohore re~u· •~in~ 1\lbror!neo plek hi s foro~ up ~t Flink 

Poin t La11000 entrance o.t. 21JO, o.loo otatlna t!to.t loc~oon antronce 
r u not rort.ifle<l u prertoual)' auppoaad. 

Proca.dod •• requeotod and reeo1Y~ the r t aainder cf tho raider 
..Ut on board a t ~))0 , The .~., o!!lcor or the raider unit 

repor t ed to tho group c_,ondar tha t he waa eathfhtl that all 
a\ll"rh inc paraonnol or bb oogoiLDd hod bet.,. en cua t ed rro. tho 
ialactl . 
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U. S. UUTILUS 

Seri al 037 
Care ot Plea~ Poa~otAr , 

San rrr ... oilco , calitornl a., 
AU1l\18t 21, 11944 BfDBFr • 

Subj ect a Repor t ot llari<!e-Su'-rine Ra.ider l!:>cpediticn . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I t wae decided &t this t ime tha t bea&uae ot (a) l a ck of auit.­

able &rill and equipooent (b) a r e por t by n&ti vo a that no troope nor 
a1lltary i<latallaU.oue exieted on that iala.nd , end (a ) a further 
report by the natin o that the J &pa.neeo had bombed end atra.Ced 
1t t luLt art.ernoon apparont.l)' under the iapre u ion th&t wtt had al ae 
occupied that ialend, the proj ec ted raid on Little Uakin would no t 
be • ade. 

Ac coroi<lw the AROONAOT ,.,,. dit·eo tad to proceed t o hess a a 
pr n i OWI.Q- d1rec tacl a.ncl a t 2)53 II AU(IUs t 18, 1942, the NAUTILUS 
departed f or Pearl. 

The followin& morni<lg the warcl r OO!> waa ri&.;ed u en o~rnt.i<lg 
r- and !in eerioue.Q- wounded were o~ra~ecl on by the r aicler unit 
JMdical officer , Lieut..nan t l!illia!a B. llcCrecken, U. S . llavnl Res e rve . 
Thea• o~ratione coTered a ~riod or • ore than 12 eonaocutive houra , 
and t he akill, ata.i n a , and d(ITOt.1on t o duty exhihi t ed by t hia officer 
upon thie occas i on i s cons i dered • oat praisewor~ and will be made 
t be auhj ect or epeciel r6coamendat1on. 

lo per sonnel oarualtiee nor l oesea were experi enced outaide 
of Ta ak Olli t 7 al!ia3 and t i<lal r e por t on these will be lllllde by the 
cC~~:M.Dder or t he unit aubsequent t o a rri Tal a t Pearl. An eot iaate 
o f personnel loa ae s and caoUAlt iea waa submitted by doapatob fro~ 
tbio c011"'""d on .&uauat 20,191,2 . 

Subaequect t o the return t o the ahipa or the raider unit it 
arao learned that ~· f ollowing da.aae wao done to enemy installations 
by the 6• gunfire Croll the IAUTILUS 1 

(a) !latina n por ted • conaider abla • druo&t>e to eneazy reserve 
area on Ukianw;ona Poin t . 

(b) Orle 3500 t on AP or ll, !Lnd one 1500 t on PO aunk 1n 
lqoon. 

The l a t t er 1a of course the abeerea~ &Ood l uck, u no accurate 
knowledae of the wherea boute of the ae we1ael a with relat ioo to the 
t all of allot waa bt.cl a t the t ime or bombardment . Effort . ... ucla 
hoarawer, by continuous ebitt i n r ange ancl cla!leoti on t o coYer l agoon 
cneboraga a a thorouibl¥ a a poeaible . 

Tbe r e turn trip to Pea.rl wa s made on the aur!ace . 
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88168/.Ub-) 

Serial 0)7 

•wwf 

0. S. S. UOTlLOS 
-• 

<:are ot nael. Poat-al.er, 
II&D Frmolaoo, C&.lltorah, 
Aquat 24, 1942. 

Baport ot lkrine-Sulaar ine R&icler Expec1.1tion . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -

n.J. a waa norll&.l for t.ba till• or year and aol7 an two oocaaiona 

<tiel H h4Yo a.ny l>cl• oree atreot on t.be operation, both of the. ot 
relat' • •ly atnor oonaequence. 

'fi])AL I!!FOR!CATI!I! 

nuo 1e co ... recl in IIOt'e cllt&il in the r~porta or the unit 

o-clera. In ienaral it u:r be otic! that both current, and rloe 
and fall of tide ooinoiclecl fairly cl osely with axpeotationa . The 
relatiYe afteot ot t.beae were no l. pr<~porly evalU~> tecl llowaver , i t. 
bein& f ound that tbe 1tata or tiel• or the reef • •• or rel&t1Y• l y 
atnor i~~port. while t.he eur.-ent alo04 t.be reot at• eot.ecl the lanclinc 
t.Dcl reoon ey operation• conl1clerably. 

IAVlGJ.TIOtiAL AlllS 

Thia conat1 t u tecl one or tha 110a t battlln& anal11 or the pro blew, 
u u ide troo ao oallecl tangents on the b land there wero praoUo1L)..ly 

nQ cl1at1n11Uiall1ni landarlta . 'l'beaa tanaenta wllen 11l1pa .. ro in 
pol l t ion !or l.llnd1n1t troo;>• ero111..S a t en an~• o! approxiD& t.tly 
160° tbu bolh& of little n.J.ue in .. tabllallin& poa11.1on l a t.trally 
alono~ tbe boaob. It ,. .. <Uaconrecl 110reonr1 thAt llrlatin.r oharta of 
the atoll were quit e inaocurete in thia aru. It waa nlso 1nclloat..S 

U>at oootr&J')' to into...ati011 conteined in the Cout Pi lot cl•ptha to 
eutwarcl ot the be.rr1ar rut <tid not clrop orr 1h&rply but ra tber 
lhel• ecl in t'ro• a clia tance ot abou~ lt 111laa t'roa the reef . 

A!!U-SUl!:U!U!!I I4!M1l!l!8 

1111\1 0 except aa in<Ucatecl ln narrat1n 1. •· two bollbe dropp6cl 
fro. aircratt. 

<Xlll:IU!IICATIO!fS 

Thll proYed to be ODa o! the 11011. unaatla!aotoey f'eaturoa of 
the operatiOD1 partioul4rl,r w1 th re.;ard to !Ship to llllor e co::auniollUOil . 
Till bled !or supplc•lnt.•ey ""&01 ot OOIIIIrulliCiltlon to VOice rtldio 
wu appar ent, partioularq during d!IJ'll&bt hour• , and 1n fUture 
o;>erat1ona, tl\11 feature abould be o;one 1nto 110re :.bor oughl.J' . 

In t.be a pparent ebaeoce or aDtl-aubooacine oratt tree uae wea 
aada of the qc aqull*Ont tor oo..unloai.10D between the two aut.erln .. 
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8nUl OJ? 

Si..crlt:J-t 
8ubJeot. t 

• a. a. s. uliTILIII -• 
oaro ot lloot Poot..oter , 
Sanrranoi eoo , Cnl1toro1a, 
.lllgua t 21, , 1942 • 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Clurin' dqllgbt., but in an &rea adootw.l.l~ pet.rolleel by anti-1\lt.a ino 
.....Ct. t.h1a woul4 pro ... aprLcti .... blo , u 'IIOII.l.d tbo uaa ot flaabin& 
lllbt. a t. dark, a aotbod wbicb • • • aloo oparinllJr uoed . 

!!W, Til A!ID IIJJU TABI LlTI 

thio preiHIIt.eel one of the loaet known t aotora or the probltJit 
prior to Ho inception. Trwt IYeJ.\I&t ion of \.bia aubJ ect. cannot 
be aeda m tll after oppori.\IIU ty io proawted to eoapuo note a w1 th 
tha .t.ROOIWJT I\POII arr i?&l at Pearl) but bueel upon e~ri~~Dco 
pined during tho rob.araal, prior t.O to •• &tart. or t.he expedition, 
it • T be uatBed that. oonditiona exiotin' on t.bo .lRGIJIAUT 'lire 
conoiderabl7 l o u tuorablo thOD t.booe or the IIAUTILUS due to t ·• 
Qoater nUOtber of aen carried in tho t .,...r, and bar internal 
arrattgeaent . Conaeqlllllt.ly un!aTorablo C'*"lla -4• in ra .. ~d to 
coaditioos oxiatin& on t.be NAOTILOS ~UY be .xpeeted to e p;>l.T with 
poeater torco t o the AROO!I.lUT. llabi tebilit.y will be broken down 
into ito componanta of bert.bin~t , aeuins , toile t t acili tiee , bathins 
t aciliti oa, ventilation or air conditiooins and diTeroion. 

Borthipgl Tbia 11 t..'IO lout t.roubleao-:1 Of t.be f ooters inYOl ... d, 
except perhapo u re~orda accooodat iono ror otrieers. Wit.b :proper 
at.uq, plann.L•s and al.terat.ion it. 11 belhnd than an a~Lable 
increaee ot bertbini apace can be prorlded o ... r tbat arranied ror 
in this instance. It eh<.uld be • pprooioted bolro• er , that by t.bh , 
bert.b1ng mce 11 ao<~At Juet that, a barth tor a ..... to recline in, 
and thtlt tm:r incroa oa i n t.bia apace auot be Mdo at lobe exp<~Dao or 
apace already exiot.ing, wbioh in tun\ roa111 a deoreue in apace 
noraally aa5ocia ted wi th the e!!ic i ebt operation or a 5Ubmarinn OTor 
protracted perioda. It 11 not considered adrloable to J:urther 
increaae the bart.bina apace at thio time , until aore experience ia 
lu&4 with t.be preoont inot.allation. Tor a period up to t.bree wealca 
1 I. 11 n.ot conaidereel t.bl>t t.be preaeDt arran a-nt. 'IOrko undue .ard­
lbip upon the peroonnel, particularlr it a aore coa!ort.llble l:un..; \e 

prorlded. It Dllnl hown-or , tbat t.bo ind1rldual pract1call7 re­
uina "in heel" tor that period axcept ror M ala and f or aniWirio• 
~ ot oature . thia epplloe ot c:ourao ~ to the troopa , al.­
t.bO\f&b the lb1p 1 a c011pany .men off nt.c:h aue t ruort to eiailar 
praotica . 

In order to l ooa&n the o!tecta or such oon!inemeot and to i o­
...... ao !..r ao poaaible that tho troopa arr ind at Ute i.r doat.ina tion 
in t.ba baot. poaa1ble ph¥aical condition, it na the prtLot ice on 
l.bio upedition while on route to th• obJoctho, t o brinll tile troop• 

• 
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• u. s.s. •~nr!Lus 

Serial 0)7 

iECBEl 

• care ot Flee~ Poat.&e ter , 
San 1'1-anoh oo, CU1!orn1~> , 
Auguat 24, 1942. 

SubJeoto R<lpon o! llarine- Subloar ine Raider Elrpedi t ian. 

011 deck h1oo deU,y tar air IUld oxercho, once in the aorning one! 
a&dn '--"diately a!ter dark, 'lbe daylight P"riod ro.s diecont1nuod 
whtn wi thin ran'e or on~ air patr o1a. This practice appeared t o 
keep t he t r oops in toad pby tical conditi on , and tho risk iovolTed la 
ccnaid.ered warranted undor the then exis ting condi t i one . 

Mot s!pgo With careful pl•nnlng nnd good aunageaent it is consider-
ed that the present faoilltiea o.r e adequato , and lit tle co~plaint 
wee bear d on this score. It 11 r equired on tha nvera.:e thr eo houra 
to urve each JCeo.l in oix ei t tingo , which in turn C'cont tbnt the 
eall., was prepo.ring zeals all!oat continuously, =d tbio in t urn 
r u ulted in higher t ezperaturu in the ehip, p•rticulo.rly • hU e 
cubaoerged . 

ToUe t F•cilltiee• Tbeo•, though over crowded , proved adequate 
with proper supervision . 

~thing rao1litiea1 Due to L~e need for conaervatian ot fresh 
e&t er , particularly a t t he s tart or the expedi tion, blltbing r aoilltiee 
ware .U...oet non- oxllt.en t durin.: tho out,;oinz t rip . It in believed 
bowner, that wit h carerul aupervl.e i on and traininl: adequate prov­
is ion co.ta be !Dllde for llD euent.ial 6.1Rount of bo.thL1g. 

JomtU~t.lop u:.!' Air Con<!itionin•• • this f act or 1e one that c;ivna 
the eroup CDim'l<lldor more concern t.hnn IU\Y other , ca 1 t has been 
de110netre ted during the courae of thh expedi t i on that with the shi p 
aealed up for diving the air in tho ship 1a rapidly vhiatod and 
i n t he oourao of e ru'bmergenoo or more than 10 boura resort .111uat be 
bed to t he use of noda-lice ~d oX7gen. 

lloreo..er 1 whon operating in we tara of bi~b i nj eotiop 
tel:lper ntures t ho effect of bedy heat and hu!Uc!ity greatly aggravates 
an already oxtruely uncOII!ortoble condition, th11t t.he air condit­
ioning equipa;ent oow installed ie inadequate to hllndla . 

I t 1s believed t.hat 1f oircllll!etWlCeo required daily all-dOl¥ 
aubae:r,ence under conditione sia U&r to t hat encountered on thi a 
expedition over & period o! several oonaeout in duy a, the cll111U.l.at1ve 
effect of a de ficiency of properlT conO!tioned air would be sraa t 

enouah t o aer i oualT icpcir the e f ficiency of both L~e troops 11nd tho 
obi p ' • COIIJ)IJ.DY . 'lbe obrloua solut i on t o tbia problea i o to increase 
the - ount of a i r eondi tioning e(!uipmont and bold to a 1111n12ua t he 
period during which troop• au.at be car ried on board . l"'lrther re­
ooarcb into thio fut uro or habitnbU Hy i o url)ent.l,y indicated. 
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S.rl.&l o:n 
8FER~I 

g , a. a •. I AUTIL03 

~ of n .. ~ Poat.aa\er, 
San. P'rf'no1ero, Ca.U.fom1.&, 
A\lj!Uat. 24,1942 . 

'1'111 1 1a born 0\,. t1 t.lla ot.atOJI0'1\~ of t.llo eOCIItWidiC;! O!rieor Of 'Jio 
l lUTILOS t.ha~ bio ere• ondoru, .. ve-t.ar ol<l•.ua~ion llur!.nc t.llo eurrent •"1*11 U on t.>L"\ on pr.noua oar 1 trol 1J1 0110.,. water• or " arl7 triple t.he dur• t.lon or t.t.a pr .. on• ono , 

piVlllll\101! 

Tbia h roletholy unl.apor~an~ d\;;rJ.n. " oxpedJ.\1• c of .mort durot.ioo, bu~ •it"~ boooeo a cood dorablo foc~r 1o on extAodecl 
one, lbo onl7 f o.ci.l1 leo 11!\ich ·o •o ~ a l.nd a•. t ' e I ,.,Oftlt U"o 
wl\ich could he OX7Mdt<l o.ro re•din.: 110ttor, onrJ M•' ... .,. ducey , .... , and raco~ pla7ore. 

rue 1e !'a'llty in t.r.at '.he matter .... no~ placed in t.lle 
hand• or these .. e1poneible tor t'•la pha11• or at.art wor·. (UI a 
concreto vropoo<.tion, 1n eu!ticient ti:.o to po=H e! a thorou£h and 
\lnhurriecl 11\lrfe)' or Ill• f'I'O~. 

I t !o belin ed that tho ten oney .,,. ~ •h u,e plon 1o t oo 
do tei.lod 1'01'11 and too 1n!'lex1blo , Thia undoubte 'ly etOJio !rOll tho bio tory of i\lOTrilla war tara ond pron ouo C_,do OSj>Orimeo. 
It 1a wbai•t.d bo<aovor , t..,._t 1n ~n-1.ll.o wart aro u n ll aa 1o c..-odo work t.ho att.ecl<ios rorGo hu aoot acC'.a.te ..,.,.,l ed1• or 
tho torro.1.n either !roe l oeal kllcnrlod~'O or troll 1ntoll1aenco re;>oru , 
and 1n .oat ct se a det.aUed knowl ad .. e or tho otr<miJth •r.d d1opool t1on 
ot tho en~ t orc u • • •ell . When ouch Wor-.atlon 1o ava.U&hl e dol.&i.lod pl&nn1o;: Ia "" •• ..,. .nco o r .-.:.c•ou. 011 tllo ot.."'or '>AD4 
• lloro the Ul'lllnowu both 1n re.-a...s t.o eno~ terrain and rorce a and to 
tho capobU1t1oa or ""' r orc:oo ueu<~< e a lari• propor Uono u n o tho caco in thio 1not.Mea, • n i nflexible pltn 1a an iontation 
to ""teo tropho . 

It 1o !'Nllaoc\ t • t with \. o ole-....,t or ttrpr~ .. oo ~t.t.At • rao~r , e-.miu\.1Cft at tho • • .,. or aet1oo JOUat be held t.o • aJ.ns..n.., but 1t 1a bol1ned that '. """"" nf gonoro.l plon o1 th wide l a titude for Ol•W\~· • and 11)' 110ra thol'OUo)l indootl·inaUon of tho intention• tiD.d eothod.s or tho leado1', plua •• .,,ch ' 1old tr.WUna 
of the ent ire 010Yal. :.n4 ao.r'..no un~ t u po !Ill> , ''~ IIJ"'•IAr 
u sura.. co ot auaeooo under ,...1ouo oondi tlone will be had , e>'on 1t no\. or tho .. llllitudo or 000 l uolc)< ono achie"ed whoro .... rythJ.ni •on t aocordinu to plan. 

ORG4!!WUCII 

Tbio f MI.uro oblle o~on•rt.Ur oatio~aot.oty had o.,.ro.l poiot a 
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Serial. OYI 

AA'.RI; f 

a - 0 . S. s. f !OTILOS 
c:.r. or n...~ Poataut.er, 
&A ,..,..,o l oco, CAlif om a , 
'""""t 24,1942. 

n.port or lol&rinii-Subllo.rino Raider txpadl t.lou. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

a . J. dlrec ~inil b ... .: of t.ha u~H1ou & tould be deallo\D& ~..d a 
early u pr&oticaW.a before til• echw~ul,.,. o~&ilin d1.t.e of th10 .... til 
il'OUP• fin dAft h not au!Cicient. the ill which ~o properJ.T 
coordinate an or&&n1aat.1on r*<juirinl: euch t.OWl •orlc and proc1a1on 
ee • coa.ando oxpod1t1on. 

b . 'Ihe eonlot• oJ'Cioera of bot.il th• oaval. wd tho ~U.• cot pa 
aaotlooe of th" or ,l<llli&&t.l<lll •oro ~l.&l·"o.d out ..,,u,y with or...,..1ut.1oo 
ao tr&iJUna ot w.o1r rupet.>t.!.vo. ..cl.t.w INt. 'li~' the pl.annin& o! t.ha 
exped.l tlon u wall. 'h.ta 1a c.couald&red to be becl practice 1n orll­
...,1.at.io&u of t.h1e aha, • • no at.atr 11 a val.l&bla w wor.. out the 
de tail• of tb• ant.arprhe and con&IJCIU.ntly eU.In•r t.. ... pla.wti.n" or 
t..'te t.ra.ininoi W •t. .ur:er aa wc.b "" u.-._,,,._..,t, ~ . .r<Na to.. ...ch 

de tall wou. upon t.ne .I,<)U].dera ur em• """'. 

o. The troop~ carried on each submarine anould oot be roCjui,... 
.~ to transfer or rocoh·a j)(Jraonnal to or rrOIIl ot.b .. r uni -~ or the 
axpad.1t 1on. lltia waa one of tho prio~ry CAuaaa o: d.lfficulty durin' 
the current exp<tdit.1oo, u 11. raeult.&d 1n OClneicl•rable de4,t o..lld 
canfuaion a t. the t U.. or u .. barl..A\.1on . If t.••• 111VUP& llr8 of ill'erent 
ala .. d.:.a to variat.lone 1n tba troop.-o&rryinll 041po.oHy of \IlL 

1od.1 Yidw;l. &l ..c.rioo 1 tb• ~-~ asalf!:Ded Utu varioua gTOUj>l anoul<i 
be 1o accord£uc• wlth tblo dl!fertnce. In i.l.io conn··ct.1Clll 1 it 1a 
conaldared t.b&t the 1nd.1Y1dual. uoupa abould proceed d1r ctlJ trc. 
t.belT oub!to.rine to tho landing beach aaall!lled rat.bor than t.0 a tt.e•pt 
to renden oua d th u1.i••r group• prior to l&o<l11•11• !.be au'-rille to 
..,pr-ob 1.be au1i~~>ed locat.lou. aa clocaly • • practi oablo. Tho 
noceeei t y ~or thla ~·• dlliOnatrat ed when et.rotlll currants ond wind 
along tha braoh r~ndered ~~o cccurMSI ap;rauoh to a l~~'i on • 
lont~ ba.ie 1101!. difficult . Tbc d~bt.rlc&l.ion ll.lld land1n,; under the 
proposed cbwl•O r.uat or OOUT8b t.. dOiltl 011 ll.ll .. btoolul.til)' 1triot. 
ta. eehedule . 

It is ooneidare.t t.!>at 1u tho t t. ovallt Lle nory opportUDlt) 
f or t.roinin. nu utilised to the u t.&loet . tba M tboda Wled nooranr, 
•••• to be I'U&COptlbll or iaprov .... nt .1n lOCI& tr.at.&nees . It 1a 
oon~iderod f or 1oot.&rll.l t.bat !DOra dG, nd DiKht robeara&l or II!Jproach , 
l ct ... ohinlii of bo11 h 1 lt.11d1nll and recovery, are vory •uch 1n order , 
to11ethar, With tho fleld t eet or "ftrlOul l)'ll.eaa or COIU\al.1oat10fllo 
It 1a raalbocl Ula .. i'r&ut.loal difficultioa i n the fora of aocuritJ 
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-• II, S, S. !l.lliTII:.Im 

tlubJooto 

CAre ot Pl•~~ •~•~•ter, 
Sao l'rar.cua• o, C l!t rda, 
Au,;u..L ;J., l9U. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - -- - - - - - - - -- - -- - -
_,W" .. 'IU1:1 p-n.nl. •uch clrW f ro:. be1n.; t ~H on Oahu, but ot.!>er 
out.l,r1n& island• o• auJ.t«blo terral.!; E.,,nt t .. \>lUaecl • 

.lnoU..r ~"etUon 1e U.t t':e ::>arlcoe • '-O ••r• llr.,U, aelt­
tlll;lbt 1n Ute luuldl1nc of t.ho1r rub'bu boou ill '-·• aurf, be 
t'unL\el\ecl t.hb ,.. st ~xpodonoet. 1nrtruet.w-o &v:.Uablo t'roa ouch .cr..rooe 
u tho na..,., conet cua-rd, and llawaUu eurt-a011 . 

Several de!'iciencho • ..,.. to light OD t.nio ecoro , U1o :::oat. 

1apcrtant of lfhlcb or~ eet forth bolo. . 

J!ubbor Boa to , lihUe boinJ ncirln~l}' euJ. cac fo; r . d tn.; rmrr 1n :.c 
a wdir.g t.be1r buoJt.n<:Y ond Upt clr&!\. a:J<o U.oa d1!'ficult to 
l>andlo 1n a chop wit.n "'l1 1n 'blowin~; Wld alto rcaduc ~£1r 
po••"'• aut tbro".:h U.e o11r• dif~icul. c::du corwu e1r~coe. 

I t 1o connidu<'CI u .ot t ere the uoe of a dio"' l driven oubac.rtno type 
bo<!.t would l'f"OVP aoat • "''"'ble 1n t orlng Ut• beat• in tn '-"" ow·!' 
ltno whoro tl1"1 • or o • apcr1onc1n, dll'rtcult)' , u a in &a tine ao a 
,.,,.rd ~mahor for thu 1n 11etLin~ clour or t.ho ro•f . 811ob a boat 
would .Ueo provo 1nv.Uuablo at t1"e1 for 1ntel'lh1p ooaaunioat.1cn. 
The rilk ocoopted 1n ho1at1ng i t uul 1o tam·co~ co1:o t.t..., Uw.t 
1D• ol.-&d 1n hht.cil..:.t.t. ~It' l·ubter bontc j r.d ct:.r~ be ct...rr .. ot! on 
oJ..J. tocooud1 •1t.h OUA:b evolution . Ir fore~ t.o dive, tllu boat end 
pceoibl¥ tho eoxcn a1n uld 1>o fl&crifieed. 

The need fe>r •cicUti...,u ai r cocd1L1C!J>il14 "'!.!-"' l.aa bun 
indicated oa~:Uer !ll U•h revert. ou.~ e.aO\.ld rico~"' tl>e llii;te=t. 
priority. 

llr&~t need 1e Celt for l>o:ob&r<!.l!'n• I.Jpc U8U111tlcm r~r tho 
6• batteriee at tho euboo&rlneo of thio typo. 1L it roe>......,dod 
thet oucb 1>o obta1no<l a t t.he oulioe t ~l'act1o&blt date . 

In order t.o doar vaoe tbo no!\ froll \.!10 labor hol .. 1c Uta 

rto1n1t1 ot tl>e boat loadicc otet1ona, it 11 Neo:Lo.,..~ld tl\u 
e:q>er l..acmtll.IJ U.aber bolu 1n thio l ocaU011 ba blanked <itt. 

T!lio oxpedi Uon , tho t1rot of ito kind 10 tar •• b """""• 1D 
hiet.ory, l a ccna1<!orecl to hl•o eucceeotul.lJ a oo011pllob.ld 1h pri8orJ 
• 1oa1011, 1.o. u.e dootn.e>L1011 of ono:q Lrocpe 111d 1netall1Uooo m 
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-• O. 8, 8. IAUTILUS --
Care or n .. ~ Poataaater, 
Ban 1'1'anohoo, ClAl.Uorota, 
AU<~W~t 21. ,1942. 

'fhe ._11\U'. or t.hia woo••• 1a not u i%' .. t u h&d becm hoped, 
and t he louea aua tained ln aen and •Ciuipooont b) our own rorou 
wa r e a:rea tar than had been anticipated. ,. rauona tor thia are 
t airl.,y obrlouo trott> a oona1derat 1on of the narratiYU ot the e>q>ecl-­
itiou, but .ay be trhtly aet torty aa !ollowa1 (a) Sui-aler t atate 
ot the an-. (bl oh&nil ot landin£ plAn, oecauitated br deba.rkin& 
illfioultiea (c tillura of ahip-ahora coocunioatiOD (4) d itf 1cult1u 
..,ooUDtared by r aidar UDit in clearin.s tJia r aer upoa a ttAaopted return 
to tha ahipa (• ) 1ntlexib1llty ot cener al plul (r) inexperience 
(I ) lack ot autticitnt trainin&• 

I t ia cona1dered that aaainat wealtl.)< hald anell)' out.l;rinl 
ata tiona and when wrt&ce petrolo are wa&k or nou-a:rlet.ent that thia 
11&111111' of raidin& otfara excellen t cl'l&nCCS or INCCUI. In th11 
inatanca eYen though t he eno117 had been O)(J>Icting the r&id tor 
three daya, pra•1ouo to i to inception , the londin4 ••• effected 
UDdotocted and had not an accidental diaoharse or one ot our tire­
anoa oocurred tbua alartinol tha &D&II)', a o011pleta aurpri ae would 
han been attained, 

Wi th t\Jrt.her elQ)Irienca, the atransth«ninl ot tire power on 
the pert ot the raider UD1 ta, and an in creaM 1n the nu.ber at 
aw...rine UDita, it 1a conaidued that. pouibl,y llnt'IIIY atationa or 
ooaa1der&ble atrenl(th lillY be aucceaatull,y rAided 1 except wbere 
ertoctiYe niibt aur!aca pet rob are anoountarod, the aul:mu'ino 
be ina pr&cticuhrl.,y YUlnarabla • hila duba.rl<ing or ElJiberl<ing troop a. 

The experianoo had in thie ina tanoe when et!orta to re .. bark 
in tha t&ce ot pr&ctioally l.lllpoasible lllll't oollditiona , alJooat 
ruulted in diautar , indicated that the ti.J:>e and l oculity or 
.. barut.ion nthin cert&1n llal.ta, ahoulcl be dui pated by the 
o-..dor ot the ehore !orca a, and not aat torth &rbi trllril.,y in 
the operation order. In thia CD!ID&ct.ioo H wae rnul.ed hare that 
the u .. necao....,. to c OIIplota .oppinc-tp opera t10De 1o a:rea tJ;r in 
exoua at that pr a Yioual,y thought. n acea•&r7. 'fhio • 11:bt not be the 
caoe it accurate l<nowlqe or terrain and en~ tor ou were 
aYillable prior to the raid. 

lt. 1a et.rotl&l.,y beliov&d that except !or poeaible addi tional 
periscope rgconnaiaanoa, that only one objaoti•e abould be attempted 
durin.; ill)' one &lQ)IdH1on, •• the ohanoea at aucouatull,y carryin l 
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• 
Serial 0')7 

St Gtic t 
llubj ooto 

0. S . S. IAI7TIUJS • 
Ce.re or neet. Po1t.aa1"'-r 1 

.. Sen rrano1aco1 Ut.l.1rorn1•, 
Auguat 24, 1942. 

H t.hr~ are creallT reclu~ecl 1D tho taco of ontiQ' alortae .. 1 ot~d 

tho 1Dn1t.eble ili.U~W ot tho u--pa ancl clialoo&UOJ> ot U'te1r 
eqll.l-~ ettor tho 1aH1al ralcl. 

) , N.nal.l7 U'to P'O'IP o.....,dtr 11 IIDAble t.0 adequar..~ 
exprou hie !ttlin!a 1D rogarcl ~o the pri..Uoao aaoorcled hbo 1D ~ 
iD& plaood 1» ahara• ot th1a .... pt~<\1t101l . 11th tho ap1r1t exiot!.Dg 
...,.,, tho ot!ie>oro &."\cl .... of t.hia teak aroup, failure or the 
tnttrprho . .. Ulpoaaiblo. I.n tho face or lack or opporllmit.y for 
Ueqll&tt prtparaUon &tid train.in.t, t.ha ap1r1t. or oooperaUco oxiat.­
iA& bttwo"" t.ho \lDlU ol the Q<>up and t.ht1r dttt,..1Aat1.., t.e oftr­
COM d1tf1C\Ilt1u l.&ro~e &tid .....U &I th"7 arvae H I i»tp1rinl to 
obHne. 

Althou<lh it 1o .O&t ditfiaul~ tO t 1Dil& OU1. !roao oucb & P'O\Ij) 
ot otricora ancl ..,., wl>oro everyone tro. U'to \11\U e>o-dora dowo 
'-0 t.ht n .. tlt ... , cook or •eee attendant, rve ot \.heir ut.IIOat. 
towarclo the BIIOcaoa ot t.ha exptd1t101l 1 U!o p-011p aoamandor oubao1 to 
tor apeoial aonaidtrat1on U'tt portormanoo or duty or tbe rollowiag 
naaed otrlaora and •en •• indicated oolowo 

"' ·Col· J!!n• Carlaon . q.s.w.c.a, -

c-ncliAI otrloor or halt tbit 7 .15.3 tor hlt apl....Ud 
leadtrabip ancl -...t1r1D& ertorta 1n org...Ur.in&, troloil\81 &tid taltlcc 
1nt.e auc~ .. etul aotl oo ac&JJ~n "" unqpoottd.J;f po,..rtul tnAI)' t on:e, 
t.ho llllr!.ce lt&icler Unit . 

Lt . (l?o&. b . H. J!roc9M, Jr .. Q, S, I, - co-aruli"'! Tult tbit 7 .15.1 
ancl 

Lt. .C-'r , J I 1!, Piorgo . u,s.!l. - eo-odin¥ Tuk On1t. 7 .15.2 -

for tbe1r Olltlt.&nd!.Di ci1aplq or loadorebip ancl 1D1at1ve, 
•• well •• their oour••• and reeourcetulneea. 

Lt.ec-lr. R. 8. l!og!o;r. 0 18,!1 , Q,S,S, lA~ 
&Dd 

Lt.. ec.tr, r. !. Pe.rkar. V. S ,I., O,S,S, A.Rg(IIAyt -

tor their ou~et.&Dc11a1 por!Cirllllrtce or dll~r •• oa'Oiptora of tl>t 
re opoot1"" elll.pa . 

!.1tut!nant !, », MoCnqks. !!!Cl . v.s.a,e. -

lledl.oal officer aao1gned Coopany •B• ot 11>• Ralcler tbl~ •or bla 
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lkri&l 0)7 

SW>joota 

• • u. s. s. ••utiLOs 
CU. of n .. t Poo-o\..,., 
S1!.D l'r&ao1oco, Co.Utonlia , 
All.il\10 t 24, l942. 

Report or U&r!.D--.Sub.ar1no P.aidor txp..Ution . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
conduot uador fire u duc•lbed b)' hie c-.ndiD& officer, h1o rucua 
fr• droomiD~t o! two bri>t.hor officer, and hlo outotandiDg perf oraanco 

of cl11t7 aa a 1\ll'IOOll when for •oro th~ l2 con tinuoua houro he 
carried on euoceeerully a oerioe ot oix aajor operations under •oat 

clioadnnt..g~ouo con41Uooo a o to tacilltiee. 

I , 8, Wou.oro, CRH! AAl . Q, S .~. - o.s. s . IAUTILOS -

tor bio outol.lt.ndiDI per!onoacco or dutr oo oound and radar 

operato1· 1n •amini hie equipment U.Oet witb01.1t rut f or " period of 

110r1 then 72 houri . 

r. R. lorterN.!lcl . CBICAAl . o. s.N. - o. s . s . 11Atl'1'ILOS -

tor bio oplondicl perto~•• or duty 1n toltin& char&o ot tho 
unr1~1nc aod aocurini or the returned raidero booto and equipa~t 

OTer a period of 48 hours , 

L, l , loll7, CC8td(PA) , Q,S,!, - 0. 8. S. NAUTILUS -

for h1o 0\.ltl\.&ndinol pol'(Oni&IICI or dutJ' in Hotinao thP UD­

pnoconclt:nt.ed cleande placed upon hh cone....., torco 1n CePdin" 
.ore than double the Uo\liJ. nwber of •en hio or&Mhation 1o nonu.ll7 

called upoo to handb, 

Robert V, lllarc! , Srt .. U,S , M.Q,I\ , - Second U&rine 11aider 
Battalion 

"'1Ju !!. Coole , SGt .. O.S.!I • . o.., - Second llarlno Raider Battalion 

Jotm 1. !lome. l'lt , !J,S,!I,Q,R, - Soconcl llarino Ralclor Battalion 

Riob!rs\ J!, Olbetlre P!C, Q,S,M, Q,R, - Second Warino Raider Battalion 

Ronald R, Rober\011 1 PTt. , Q,S.a,Q, - Second llariDP Raider Batt.allao 

tor their beroi .. 1n YOlunteorin tor duty 1n and IWillinll a 
reacw, boat 110nt to tho aid o! thei r c...,.ndlni or•icer and cocaradu 

who waro 1n a .cot d!nueroua poeition a ahora. Tboae tivo &en knew 

tb.y were 1n t.ainan t dao,er ot on•111 air attack in an open boo.t , 

7et aaprl3 TOlun tearod for tho dutr . A!'tor oontactin' their 
c-ncliac orne or th-r &11d t.ha boot 1n which th*7 ware , waa obaeMed 
to t-o hearll.7 atratad b)' ao .,"11117 plaoa, Tb-r are up to t.>te preaon t 

~t.• a1ao1na. 

- l 6 -

- ... 

~ 

Regraded Unclassified



• 0. 8. S. IAUTlLUS 
88168/ Al~) 

hrlll. 0)7 

Bf()B51 
9ubJeota 

Care ot Fleet Poateeater, 
Sen l'ranoieoo , Calltom1a, 
A"i""t 24, 1942. 

---------------------------- --------------
'rile oaeea cited abaTe han aU e011o to the poraODIIJ. attention ot 

tho p-oup c-der • bile oa boerd the IAUTILOS. Other dteerrtns 
oalto IUf and probabl,f do e:rlat 1n the two other 1'csl< ~1 te and it 
10 will ba aaado the oubJoot ot aepo.rate eorraoporullll)oe. 

CoPT toa 
CaeSINI'ao (1) 
CinCP&c (1) 
Cae!lubRca 4 (1) 
C..Tatl<~t 7 .15.) - (1) 
CSD 42- (3) 

/aiptd/ 
J olm a. H.UDS, 

ec-nder, U.S. l1ny, 
e-nding Tul< Group 1.15. 

I Regraded Unclassified



' 
SECRET 
........ 
To 

Sul>Jeota 

~ ........ 

-- • 'I'J.SK WI T 7 .15 • .3 
!!d. 1 an bo&rd USS IIAUTILOS, at 0 ea, 
21 J.~t, 1942. 

Tho c ndln& ottioor • 
Tho cc---lddor, 1111-..in .. , .. citic neat. 

OporatiODe 011 IIJ.llll, J.uguet 17-18, 1942. 

(•) 

(b) 

(c) 

OporatiOD Ortn' l o. l-42, Talllt Group 7.151 
6 .luguat, 1942· 
Oporati<>ll Order lo. l-42, Taok llnH 7 .15. ) 1 
7 .luguet1 1942 • 
Orpn.luu .. o! Talllt llDit 7 . 15. 3 

(l) Cop,r or rofarenca (c). 

1. In oo.pli&DOI with reforonoe (a) tbie teak unit 
,._eeded to IIJ.llll 011 tha UBS ARGOUUT and USS IJ.D'I'lt.US &I the 
l&DdiA& toroe IICIIq)OIIIII t or Talllt Group 7 .15. R.terenao (b) covered 
tho plu for the l&Ddinc, except tha t tho till& or l ending ... 
c~ to OSOO when i t waa !~ that ~l1sht hogan at 0525. 
'•ndlnc wao ectut.l.l,y a.c!.o a t OSOO Oll the 17th, and tho last troopa 
were wi thdrnn at 2000 """ tho Uth1 at which tille t ho 1aland of 
BUUIUT.\RI """ 1n our control. 

2 . W!W'll!l 

(a) .&ppro&ch to the dabarkat ioo point (Point Baker) 
-• - d• "" 17 Aquat accordin g to achedulo . J. a t rong on shore 
wind added to tho d1!tioul t i .. of eabarking in tho boa ts . Hea")T 
owella and tho naoaoaity for keeping the ouboarinea moTing in ordflr 
to aYoid bain& c:arried on t o the reef a a.de it iapo .. iblo to 
ue•hl• bo&b IU.on&oide the IJ.UTlLUS tor t ho toke oft , ao bad been 
pl&Dnad. Fall\ll'o or aeil;y notore to atart aupented the ditticultr 
ot .. tobllahini ccrntrol . The roLultill~ conCUoion i n the d.orlale oo of 
the niiht aeda a Cluiok chula• pl&D tor the landing imperat i ve 
it n wore to a•t in before dqll&ht and han a ecablonoe of oontrol 
wblll we londod. I docided t o toke both cOIIlponiea ~o the II&JIIe beach 
and poa .. d the word ao beat 1 oould tor ill boato t o rollow o . I 
beaded "" a course which would taka ua to & poin t c•nerall,y oppoait e 
OOYIIIIIIIUI'r liiiJ.Ill' (Beaoh •z•). F1!te111 of the eighteen boats actually 
l.ul4ed here . Two lloats l&Ddad a aile north, the oooupa.nte joiniAg 
our ~ foro• durin& the tiro naht. On• boat , containing 
Lieutenant Peatrooo llnd elovon ..,., landed DYU a aile to the oouth 
which placed tbio iTQup in rear of the enemy when ~be battle eterted. 
I w&a 1!i t hout knowledge of it lllltil &bout 1.400. 

Jll 
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SECRET 
'froel 
fil l 

SubJeot J 

leterenoea 

' • 'USl( WIT ? .15.3 
lld • 1 on board 1188 NAUTILUS 1 at aea, 
2l A\llllat, 1942. 

the C- ding Orticor . 
the c-der, 8\JbN.rin .. , Pac1Iic neot. 

Op.ratioo a oo IIAUJI, A\llllat 17-U, 1942, 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Op.raU oo Or«er lo. 1-42, 'l'uk Group ? .ls, 
6 AQgUot , 1942 . 
Op.ration Ordor llo . l-42, Talll< llnit 7.15 . ), 
7 A\llllat, 1942 . 
Orpnioatioo ot Talll< Un.i t. 7 .15. 3 

(l) Cov.y or re ference (c) . 

1 . In o .. plianco with ro!orenoe (a) thio taok 1.111i t 
pNOaedod to IIAXll on tho OSS ARGOIIAIJT and USS IUU'I'ILOS u t.be 
laod1n11 force --en t cr Talll< Grot.-p 7 .15. Raterence (b) conre4 
the plan f or the l anding, except t.bat the tiee or l&ndin& wee 
ol>&o.&•d to 0500 when i t • •• found that d~ligbt began at 0525 . 
Lulclini 11a• cctuU..l,y :~sc!o At 0500 on t.be 17th, and tho laat t roop• 
were wi thdrall!ll at 2000 oo the 18th, at which t1.we t he iole.nd of 
BUTWTA.RI wall 1n our control. 

2 . ~I!!L 

(a) J.pproaeh to T.he debarkation point ( Point &Iter) 
wu • d• on 17 J.uiuot accorcUns to ochedule . A a t rong on ehcro 
wind added to the ci1Ificult 1ee of e• bark1ni in tho boa ts . a •• ,. 
nolle and t.bo noceuity f or keeping the eubola.J-inee mOYin! ln ord•r 
to avoid 1>4ins nrriad on t o the r eef aado it i mpoeeiblo t o 
aa ... ble boata Alongoide the lAUTILIIS f or the take oft , ao had been 
plaonod . Fo.ilure of aaD7 110toro to atart aupontecl the ditficult)r 
o f ae tabllebino; coot.rol . tho reoultin0 cont:u,eion in the dnrkn .. o of 
the ni &)>t. aade a qlliclt chula• plan for tbe landing illlperat.ivo 
if •• wore to 1•t in be,f oro ~11&bt and hn o a aemblanoo o! cont rol 
when we l anded . 1 docided to tako bot h oompanioo ~o the - baaeh 
and polled tbe word oa be et I could !or all boats to follow "'" · I 
headed on a cours e wllich "auld taka uo to a polo ~ generally opposite 
GO'RRIIIIEJIT 1llUllr (Beaoh •z•). Fi.rt~on or the eighteen boato actually 
lao410d bore, Tl<o boat• landed a mile north, tho occupent.o joining 
our Min force during the firo !i(lh t. . Ono boat, oontain.in& 
Lieutenant Poatrooo ond ol evGn o;on, landed over a ailo to tho oout.b 
which pl aced t.bit aroup in roar of tho ono-.r when tbe battle otal'ted . 
I " "' nt11out. knowledge or it until obout l.400 . 

-l-
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(b) Bot.b cotOpaniu woro badly 1ntomin11led on lt.t~ ir.g. 
However, •• M.d r ea ched t.he eboro unde\.eot«l nd t.h ere • •• no eauae 
r cr olan. Seow·ity .... pl&oed o.lon. l.bo bighor group (.N. ve f oot) 
abaTe the ahore, and under tttia protootion the t'orce ••• reorgani • ed. 
Ho-••er , whUe the r'tors:tmintion wall 1n proar-•• ono mM aocid.at-
oll7 diocharaod ttie p1ooo1 g1Yl.ng the olan. I l..ol:-odiatol.Jr diroc ~od 
1.1outono.nt Pl\llllley1 co.,...nd1nll Co•!'fiiiY •A•, 1.0 .,..,.. hlo C""'J>JQT acrooa 
t.bo 1ol and1 ooiao tho road on t~e lo&OOn s1do 1 and roport our location 
wil.b relation to the "harna. 'lh• U11o wu 05)0 and ciA;"" •ao boginning 
to broak . 

(c) At abou~ 0545 Lioul.<tno.!lt Plua.by uportod t.bat bia 
point was ot GOVl'..iUI\IlllT 11RAR1 and tho.t bo IWI t.akon GOVERIIlll:liT HOUSE 
Yl.tltout oppoli tion . 1 directed hi" tG deploy aoroaa t.bo illand and 
ad...., co •cr~t.b en tho J .lPAHESE TlV.DDlG STATIO. . U t.bo oe.co till• 
Coptoin Coyto1 co=anding COmpotQI •s• 1 •as directed to plo.co hia 
o_,._y in re .. ,.....,, Md t o prortde Cor tho aocurity or our l P!t 
Clank. A !r-w ainutoo l&tor t.bo lo t Pl&tocn of •A• C<ltoplli\Y 100.do 
cont.ot d th ~he enemy olonlJ the l&~~oon ro~d Mar tho notivn ho•pit.U. 
It continued to o.dvonce untl.l otopped by an oneay ,.o.ohl.no op-
pooito our r1&ht nAnlt. l!hoov reonforceaente .,..,.. up by truck and 
wore forced to "nload t.hroe hundred yo.rda doon the rC>ad by our Boys 
. 55 cU. Wlt.1-tenk rl.flu . By o6)0 our center end l eft "ere beavUy 
eng., sed , 

(d) ll"tl.vee O>ovl.ng north !'r""' tho village or B1JTARITARI 
ahead o! tho eno,.,. troopa b"d reported to •~ that the bulk o! the 
JAPAJl:Sl! wore at 011 CHOliC ' S llh&rt, while others •ere on UUAIIOOllO 
POIIT in the Yl.ol.nity of the lallea. COnoequently, I roqueoted t.be 
ou~1nes t.o tire on t.bo Lake areA or UKIAHGO!ill in tho Ticinity ot 
tho oausowq, hoping to cut orr lll\1 reon!orceaonto • hich od~ht 
ao•e f r o10 thllt direot.ion . Tbio aioolon ••• o&rrled out proaptly 
though 1t •as l..Dpooe1blo t.o spot for tho firins rrom ashore . Sub­
ooqucntly tho aubao.rinea were rcqueated to fire on two ehipa wbieh 
entered the la(l<>On ! r ""' t.ho weat. One abip appeuod to be. a noll 
t r anaport or about J, SOO ~one . The other •~• ~ pa~ol vessel o! 
about 1 ,000 tone . Both were oot on tire and eunk. 

(e) By moo tho pettem or eno~ dofonoo .... 
apparent . It "~0 buil.t r.roun.d taur • Aohine GUll&, t.wo gre:nnde throwers , 
aut.,...tic r1neo and a flrulo thrower, with infantry aupporting tho 
autoe~ctlo we.e.pa:u: ar.d '~"ith ,. ero-po o!' sn1pere opera.t.ing tron th• 
tope of cocoanut treeo. Ttto on ipera and "aobino ~~""" provided the 
.oat effecth'e part. of the rco1Gt.&nco . Sniper• •ere olelhlrly cuou­
ne~ted ll!ld their f!ro .... oxtro ... ly et!eoti vo . 

(f) &ipere and. II&Ohino 8110 f ire b..d taken A bo&'O)' 
t.oll on our richt n..nk , &nd little progroeo .-aa bo1n& DAdo t.bero. 
I Ulon dirootod t.bo.t one platoon fro• Cottpo.ey •11• enter tho line on 
t.bo left or •A• Cospetll' . Thia uoeunr wu olcUl!ully executed by 
U ""ten•.nt Crl.ffi t.b . By ll)O Ulo Uno ••• ablo to ao•o t onerd 
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t.bcNih lllipv continue<~ t.o be a pro)llo. 

(I) At t.hl.l t.iH (lllO) t.hl f1rlt ..,~ pl.anu lppMrod, 
tooo l av rlconnailllllc~ pl.anu (~ 95) arr1Yin& to 1cout t.he 
litva t S.OD. At'ter fifta1111 ninu~ea, epent 1n ol.Tel'-"i t.ha ....,. o/ 
aotSOD, they c!roppod two -b• •n<l n ew 11or th. At 1320 & nicl>t of 
U'el'ftl pl.anu e rrS..... I t coao1ated or two k"""hni flying bo&ta 
(fwr 110torod.), four aoro f1ptora 1 f our Type 94 1\econn&bllllnco­
- ber a •Dd two '171>• 95 11aplanea. Boolbilljl md at r..tr1n,; continued 
for an hour aDd • quuter. One or till .lowanbbi l:o•berl aod on• 
!)rpe 95 l ondod on the la,gooo ott UIIG ' s l'l.er . Doth wuo " " i"lod by 
our •ollin~ 1\1.111 aod ono Boy• .t.nt.i-tank r ifie ( . 55 oal.), on our 
r l !lht tl&Dk. the '1'11>• 95 e&u,:ht fl.To and burned. the lan n11b11 
IT1dentlJ' bit by the BoJ"• ""'' atw"']:ted to t.al<e otr . After c1Tcl1ne 
Yiolon tly 1n ual tbeo 1t 80D&god to tllce o!t only to ora Ill into 
tho laaoon. !be final a1r attaclc on the 17th bepn a t 16)0 ond 
laoted for thirty minutes . 

{h) At about 1430 I waa 1o/onoed by nat1Tao thd t>to lawao11b1 
plane bod brought tb1rty-f1~• r e•nforce=ente for the eneey. Othera 
were expectod to &rri n in the next fllcbt . At that time the center 
ot our line """ looatod. in Nl CU"ea tbick with fol1cp "blob provided 
an ad~tap for ID1para . I decided to att .... pt to draw thuo enipera 
on t o the &r<>'md liiOTe !\dnntageow to uo by • 1 tbdraw1ng .,. M.gbt and 
center t•o hundred yarda to a line where thoro ••• a good f 1ol d ot 
fire, whilo leevin& .,. left extended 80 aa to enfil ade tho advancing 
m1per8 . 'lhia JMneuver waa aucceaatull:r aecoopllobed . 1'bo principal 
gain to ue eace durin~ tbe oubnoqucn t bolr.bina {1630) , whon the planea 
thorou;:bly bo:lbed tile area we bad recently n oted, 1o/l1etl.r.i 
cuual tie a em the iT om troop a. 

(i ) 1!heA t.lta plouo deported, at o.bout 1700, I astiaatod 
the aituntiC>D to be u t oU01011 

Our 111ae1on wu to de1t r o:r InUiT f orces md vi tel in­
atallaUooo and to copturo pr1.oon6rl nnd do~to. lfe bad not 
accOtOpl1 ah• d our llite1on but wo bad 1Afllct.ed bony dau.i• on enftl)' 
troopa o.nd n had ~n~nll: two planea . Our aulzarineo bad doatroyed two 
abipa . The ODifiiiY sti ll appured to be otrong in our fi'Dilt , aDd be 
• a• 1D a poai t.ion. to r•ce.iYe reen.torc~ment1 . the t11te &ii'eed on ror 
our 'lfithdrn al wao 1930 {:>.loo ~t tho l a toat ) , and we one '""P"Ctod 
to raid LITTLI w.nJI oa t.ho tollorlng morn1n1 . I could adopt ono of 
t wo courou1 {l) Continue t'le &ttoc:k lind aka u 01uch progreaa aa 
po10U:le bo!oro wi t.hdrawilli'. BJ' purauinc t.hl.o cou.rao there would 
be a chance of taking prhonn-e and of deatro;rtnc inetellal.ions, but 
tho abort tiJ:e raa1nin11 betoro the w1 t.hdrnal hour meant that rel,. 
ati nl,y lit tlo could be a ccOIIpl.J.obed, and the taak or breakin£ or r 
the oogagea ent orould be aoat dl..fticult. {2 ) 1 could bold ~ pr.,eo t 
poai tion and prorld~ tor an ordor}¥ •1 tbdrawal by otagu 80 aa ~ 
eat awq at the appointed tiM. 1 doo1ded to adopt the lat ter course. 

(j ) .At lB40 our line n o lllortenod b7 piw 1.1nC OD our 
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J.n tlMk and e•.lol the ript. bau to tl•• Gl.lVD!Iti.I'.:IT 1IOUS!. .llo&t. - - t. t.o prepare the ba&t.a . At 1900, a OO?tt.lol t orca ba•.Loa "- ..Vbliai>MI olo .. r to t t.o bM.oh, tho bulk ot the torao na with­*- w tba bo&ta. At. 1915 tho t.o..ta bapn t.o enter t.t.a water fro" ua. • 'board tl.azlka aocl world no; !" oueuhal;r t.owuda lobe c•t.er. TM -"'>1 toroe ot one ~. with IIJ&olt , •barked n l'i.:l<J tro. 1.ba - tar att.er all other boa ta hac! lett . 

(It) 'l'he bour or 19.)0 ha4 bMo seleotacl tor tho retu-at. be­oau.o c!Arlatue would han set. 1n and tho 1-i11e would be nicll, <>n~!bl1n.c boatl t.o &et OYer the reef , 'fh• IW'f had 11ino WI no t.rouble when -sz.c .lo 1n the eoro.log . 1 t d1d not. 1oolL wu,;ll, not. niCIJ'l;r u t.ou&b aa other su rt1 n hAd worlted .Lo, t.h""')l rollers followed uch other rapicll;r. l o one wu av;rebln81Y8 ot clittiolllt.)r in eett.lng t.broul!ll t he 11\D'C. llowe .... r , I tilled t.o tab 1n to llOCOUftt. the .!:1!!!!4 or t.be .. .,.. ud tJ\e rapid aucceuion 1n which t.!Ay followed eaoh o:.ber. The Cnllow.loc bO\Il' prorlded a at.ruegle ao .lo1.1oae &Del ao futile that. it. wUl f orever r ou.in " ghaetly nJ.&)Itlo&re t.o tho .. who participoo tacl . ~ experience of tho .. 1o 11J om bo<at wu t,ypioal . We Wllllted the boat Ollt t.o deep water Alld c~ced ~ina. the actor re!'uMd to work . The fir at t.bree or tour rollora were ..,IIJ' t.o pael , then OIUI8 the ba t tle, hddlio11 r~call;r and turloual,y fot' all .. were _.u. we would cot. OYer one roller only to be b1 t. N>d t.hrowu b&olt b7 t.bo Dll<t. before We ao\lld C•in ll('.aentua, the bot t fUled \0 tho IUI>­wllolll • lie balled, lie got out Mel awan while plll.linc the boct - t o no a'ftll. We Jettiaoned the actor . SUbaequent.l,y tho boat turof'd onr. II rlcbted tt, le .. equipMnt, and coat.loued the ~ttle , ill th1e tiM I thOUjlbt aura n e the ~ boat ha'rin& this ditfioulty, tor tho ot.bor a had loft. ahead of ua. Rowe.,.r attar naarl;r a:n hour or •t ...,_~&!· - awUl up to our wtern and repol"'-"d t.ha•. their bo&t hac! 1!0<·" b&clt baoau.e t.he - were exbauated, '!bey intanded t.o r ut, thon nllt t.be boat "P tho beach and try a~~ot.ber epot. I direot.od our bo&t. be turned &1"0\\Dd AJ~d returned t.o the beaeb tor our aen were equ&J.l¥ uhauat.ed. liD arri'ftl at the beach I found t.hat. oYer aal1' the boata were t.nere aod t.hat all 1Mn wer e 1o a a t.a1<e Of ex\.' - GhO.Wit.iOIIo Moat of their par had been loat 1o the 11\U'C. t'lla woun4• d , of who there were rour atretaber oaa .. and eeYeral u bulat.ory, ware partioularl;r halplau . I Ureoted that the bo<ate be plll.led well "P on :.be beach and that tl•• aeo reat. . Seouri!;r wu ut.ablished rlth auch • .,., an could be aorftpfld t.op ther , SUbi i(IUIII\t attupta were ll&de by io4h1dul boat.& a t other 1pota alOD.i tha be&oh, but. elthout. auccoae. 

(l) At. about 2100 l'riftte Hawkioe , on of thole poated ae aaourit;y a.bon t.he b&aob lioe, -...a ch&llen...S by a l apaneae patrol of eiibt - · He opened fire with llia aut.o~~atic •••pan and wu tired 011 troa two aid••· t.ha bullet • ao torin& hie cheat rro. t.wo aidea , aerioue­l;r but not 110rtall;y woundinc hie, Innati&atiOII showed t.hat ha had kUled t.bre• o! the Japo.oeM 1o the inlt.ant before b~ H I shot. !hi1 incident. ahowed t.bat. ene"')' r .. ilt.ance waa no .. "". e~ded, 

(•) 1he a1tll& tioo a t t.hia poio t. • • • e:nr-l;r poa.,.. OUr i oit.ial ret.ir._t had be«n ordtrl;r, tnt the battle ,.ith the 
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left tlMk llftd IWlnll Ule rit.i>t b&Cit to the OOVIl!IP-"Z'i' dCJIJS!, Co&~ -. -t to pnopara the 'bno<t.a. At. 1900, a COY•,rina CoNe haTin& be-. ••'-bllebed o1o .... to u ... baaoll, t.he bW.;; or the force .... w1 t.b­.._ to the bo.t1 . At 1915 the boat.a twpn to ent er t.'le wat.er ~ tM ..tboa.rd f l.anU ancl ororldnt; !'" oueuhel;r to•11•nb Ula cmt.er. !he ~~ force of Cll& aquad, rlt.h IIO'aelf, .. tarltcd n 1'i:l<J troa t.he -\ar attar all other boa t.• had lett. 

(It) !be bOlD" of 19)0 had 'bMn s elected tor the ret1r-ont. be­oauae d&rknua •ouJ.d han &at in and tue U de would ~ hich, <>n~blinol boata to a;et onr tile reef . 'fhe IIW"f had p Teu ue no trouble whO!Il ~~ in in tile .orDi.ng . l t d.1.d not. l ook t.ou;)l , not n~l;r aa tou&b aa other su rfe we had worked in, tlloucb rellere followed aach other rapidl;r. llo one wu ay;rebenein of d1tf1cult;r in o~ettin& through th e aurf . lloweTer, I tilled to take into &ccount Ula ~~ of the .. .,., aad tbe r<Lpld 11\lCcellioa in wbich U.y followed .. cb other. Tbe foilowin& hour prorlded a etruagl• 10 int.en .. anu ao fut Ue Ulat it will f orever r~in a ghaetly ni&htaare to thoee who pert1c1pe ted. tba esperlence of thoaa in IQ' own boat wu typiO&l . ll'e walked the bo.t. out to deep water an4 ccc: need pa4dling . Tbe 110tor retu....S to work, Tbe fi r a t three or four roll ora were eall)' to p&ll , Tben a...., tile battle. Paddlinll rt~Ttbloicall,y and l\u'loual;r for all we ware worth we would act OYer one roller only to be b1 t And t.hrwn baclt by the next before we could &t in iieMnt.ua. 'n>• bot t filled t.o the cun­'lllal••· 'lla b&Ued , llo got out Md I'IIIUI wbUe puUinc the boat - to no aftll . lla Jettlloned the 110tor. Suba~wmt.:IJ' the boat. turn"CC GTU' . le richted it, leu ~uip8&Jit.1 aJ>d cotltinued tile ~ttle . All tills t.be I tbOUllbt cure wu tho llnlJ' bol t hawing thb dl.C!1oult.,., tor th• OthUI had l eft ahead of ue. HoweYer aner nurl;r an hour or •tl"'~tl'~~ .., ewan up to OOJr at.ern and rape~ h a t t.!te1r boat. r.ad gar ... beck beoaute the IHD were exbault.ed. Tbwy in!Anded to r eat, thf'n nllt '11 bolt up the beach and try &llather opt>t. I directed our Loct. be tu:rnecl around 1Zid re ~llt'ned to the beaeb t or ou.r .... were ar.uall;r ub&Wit.ed. ~ arriftl. at. t.be beach I fowui that OTer oalt the boat• 'ft:r1' tnera and that all II8D ware in a 1t.ate GC ext.·- IIXbaWit.iOD.o lloot Gt their fle&r bad beeu lt>at in the IIW"t , tba woundrd, or who ther e were ! our atretober ca••• and laTenLl aabulator;r, were particular~ helplen, I dirac ted that. tile boa t.e be pv.l..l.ed wall up an :be beach and thl t the - rut. S.curii.Jr wao .. t.ebUahed rltn auah """' aa oould be l<>raped toptber . Sllbe~\ll!nt a t taarpta wore ll&da b:r ind1ndul. bolts a t t>ther epot• &10116 the beach , but. •1 thout ""'""' 

(1) At about 21.00 l'rinte liawltin•, en ot thoaa pel ted ao aaourlt;r abo're the beach line, ,.,.. ohalleto...S by a lapan~t~e petrol ot aijibt -· He ~>paned tire rlti& bia au'--&tic ,....pen o.nd wa a r1rud 011. rro. two eidea, the bullate tnt.erina his obe1t troo two eid~s, aeriout­~ but oot JtOr~ •OIIDdi.n& bile. ln1'1aUgat1oa mowed that. be bad ltllled t.brae or tile lapoq~ll& in the inat.&llt before he ne llbot . !hi• inoiden t. 1howed that eno;q rubt.&lloe wu no .. .,., 1111ded . 

(•) The dtiWLt.ioa a t. thia point " "' ~1:1 poe..,.. Our 1nit1al retu--.t. had been orderl;r , lnlt the batU e nth the 
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flld 1w1 41oorp.a1Md ,.. ADd atripped ua or our t l pti.al J>Oftr. 
l'laaeo would ~a~cloubt.edlj rnum at ~llpt, aocl it ""' Jll"'blblo that 
a laD41.as toroo would arrln. IC1 pJ..n •ao to a .. H c!At.Yll&l>t, ..,.,, to 
•• aortb oocl or tbo iolancl mel atteapt t.o tine! autt1o1ot outriraor 
-• to t.al<o ,.. to t.ho .utaar1naa . 4 obtok oh""ocl tb•t 120 MD 
_. WUll oo tho baaoh , ADd there wao no aol\ll"anoo that. oU..ro "-cl 
aot luulocl a t pot.au tart.hor •"'7· Rain o.ocl tbo taot thU ..,,t of 
tbl ..., 1w1 ..., otrippecl tbaaool" u of tboir olotbu 1n the .urt 
adoclocl to tbo lllllral a1IO%'J , tht1 YU tbo opiritul lOY poUt or tbo 
upe41t1oo. 

(n) 8hortq atc..r dqllpt - JZ'OOP or ..., roq•ot.ocl 
peraluloo to ll&ko anotbtr 1.17 t~ tho .urf. Alter a terr1t1o 
battle tbo;r ..to it. Otbor ~pe •ore tbon orcaniaocl aoc1 !oll.,ocl, 
it waa uaolo11 to 11nd tho •ounclocl, u peoiall:r tho atrotoller 01111 , 
10 I clirootocl MaJor RooooTol t , ~ Exoouti"o Ottioor , to return in ono 
Of tho boa to IUld tiki ollt.rao of OUI' forao 00 U\1 IUbo>arineo, JC1 clut:y 
wao to raaain untU tbt latt ...., oould be naouatocl . 4 total ot tour 
boata 10t t.hrouch aat~ before &n air raid put an one! to tbio piao ... 
~ OTICil&t.iOD, S.TIIll,7 Ml1 WIN l.oft 0D tho be&oh . 

(o) It. 1o noouoar;r a t t.hio point t.o •·'fttion the dnotocl 
ortorta or tho oftioert and ..... or the ...-..u .. to rtllon ... . •• 
,..... 1.a c-.>loet.loo with both 1\lha b7 blt.akor t.llrou4b the ~t, our 
n41oa bet.ac lllllou. J:arl;r oo the 80nlir.a or tho 18th tbo;r .o..ocl 
ol.oto to tho be&oh1 r-int.ar thoro until .... ~ air forced th .. to 
41.,., U CT740 0111 rubber boat with a .otor whioh wu oporatin& l.art 
tho 14UHLOS with ! iYt llarinot who YOl.unt.IOl'ad to oo.o to our r ol.iot. 
'!\It boat GaJH to a point j uet outliclo the roof on ehot a l.ino to ut. 
Ono 1lln IWID 1n n th a Hlllll frCII:ll the eo-odort tllt.t tho ..... 
woul.cl r-1n ott the ioland 1n ill •• ware on.oua t.ocl . Planu -
o-Tor ancl tho boat boaclocl out to eoa. !ha boat woo etratted anc\ nollhilll 
_. - · ..... ot it or or tha crow. l'hl 1417nLIIS tilll>&lled j1Uit • r ..... 41~ tblt tba would return at 19)0. 

(p ) On tho l.Sth a total or four n1pte or plano• -
OTar betnen 0920 ADd 17)0. I t YU t'ticloot troa their ootiooe that 
tho llle!IT -• oootuaocl u to tho oituaUoo. IIMY;r borobero boabocl tho 
iol.and north ot BOt.UUT.UU ao wall ae tho lonltb or BOT.UUT.UU i toalr. 
JaUno tro:o the nortb roport.ocl tb&t LITTL! IWCill wao alao bo!lrbed . 
'!\It hoa 'tioat bo!lrbinl on BUTARI1'4JU wu 1n tho Y1o1n1t:r or 011 CHOM0 18 
ancl ltDIG'S ~·· 9r thio u,.. I bocl loarnad tha t the lllOIQ' !e>rct 
aehoro ocmebtocl ot onl,y a tn ..., who wore w14ol;r eoa ttorocl. I oant 
petrol.• out to pthor food and to d81trCI)' t.lla radio otat1oo at al 
CilOIIG 18 . 4 patrol. Oft the north lllcl or tho iol.ancl diooOYorocl and ehOt 
0111 Japanoao .arino. '!\11 petrol w!Ucll wlllt to 01 CHOIIC 15 ehot. mother . 
I toe* a pet.rol and ••t oTer tho batUa tiol.d or the procodins dq, 
lboold.n( our own ciM4 &llcl 1napeot1.a1 tba Ill~ dear, aaarohilll tor 
papore &lid oollooU.... eqllipMDt with 11h1oll to &r8 our own - · 
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Tot.&l ..,_ doad on t.ho tteld wu ' ' · Oppoolte our r iibt tlmk, -.rw t.ho .., • .., b&d ·~ t and ter l*t1D4 oOCO&Dut poilao , our u.ohino .,. AI ballou bad paoood throu.,b tho bocUoo ot tho t ...,.o, kWh• U.. - on U>o oppooite oido. !birtr ..,..,. 4aad l q hero '* tho lapcft oido or U>o road . To tho out MOILi.l>o """" ooro ~dod b)' thoi r do•d ........ . killed l>y our v•nadoo IUid rU'lo•on . Our 0011 du d .,. thil nort.hol'"ll trcot nu.boro4 d onn, illoludiDC "1 illtoUc•co• ott1oor1 L1out....mt llolt.ooo, wbo b&d boon uP on tho rlcbt tlmk looltia& tar .. • Our ot.hor t.hroo .... killed ill acti on . ....... bera or L1out.onmt Poatrooo' boot .,,. .. , 11!dob l anded bebilld t.ho en•• linu to the IOU t.h • 

(t) It 11 noeoooo.J7 bore to .. nuon U>o part token ill tho aoUoc b)' L1outen011t PMtroll IUid hio eleven .. n. I wao without 
knowledj~o or h11 whoroat.outs unt il obout 1.400 on tho 17th wb~n ono or hio joined our a&i~o !orca, bonne penetrated t.hrou.:h tho Unu. ,_troll toun.d M.ool! ooot oD4 oout.h ot U>o JAP.&lf!SE '!lWIDIG STJ.ilOI attor lllldlnc , lie bad •18114 \be r oot ot ·••• boato after l oan... tho ""'-riDoo, and, hoodill& ! or thoro , tho current carried ba to tho oouth, P1rilli hos., to tho north oo bo lllldod . lie • oYod 1nlond and th• turned north. lh• near t.bo TIUDII<l ST.l!ICJI ho •so&ed ..,..,. 
troopo ol .... t.'lo 1&10011 oido road, killln' ol.&bt. fhrwo or hio OOll -wor o killed , Durin& t.bo bel&nco ot tho dq bo oontilluocl to bar aoo t.bo eo-'• roar, oeorcbed houoee, doltrOfocl a ou.ll r adio station, picked orr .. l l lnilr8 and hurnld • truck. At. 1930 be r ••• hork&d and, otter a dittioult ol.ruiilo with the IW'!, euoooeded ill repillill& tho K.ltJTILOS. 1he prooeuoo of •1114, Jud&-t, okill, couro.p and cl ... oUClll to dutr diopl&Ted cy thia :rour ottioor, who ""' undor tiro tor t.ho tirot . 1 .. , oro oonaiclered outatond1ni • Reo....,ondoUon Cor coMondo•ion will ho -«• the oubJoct or a ooparate letter . 

(r) Food 1n tho ro,.. or canned ... u , thh ond biocuit bad beon touocl at tho J APAlfiSI TIW>ING STATIOII. Durin& tho afternoon or tho l8t.b I b&d IIK> ... d our toroo bock to tho Yio1n1 t7 o! OOV!I!IIIIEHT HOIJSI , where water oD4 ooYor won anilablo, and wboro tho to,.. of an old clofoooa poaiUOD prOY1do4 added protocUon. Potrolo wore operated f'rool bore . laU ... o b&d auured .... that thoro wore 110 11;uno on FLllll POIKT or J.:OTAJIO ISWD. It ... doo1ded to OY&Ouoto ~bo rouindor or 
tho t oroe at 1930 cy w111 ot tho lac"'~ and the •out.b 1&1;0011 on trance. A a-ll uoop with an auxlllar:r .otor ou anchored ott t.bo JAIJ.Il!:S! TRJ.DIIO: SUfiCJI, L1outonant Lub and t wo ...,. one poiMoliDC 0AJ)ar1..,oo ri tb u.rino • llinta, YOlun toorod to row ou~ to tho oloop and explore tbo pooalb1l11.)' ot WliliC bar tor tho enouoUOD. At tho t iM, i700, I hod a patrol ill tho Y1o1DJ.t7 ot tho TlUIDIG STJ.TICJI dootroyillll otoroo. Jo con rod Lieutenant Laab' a approoob to t.bo oloop, .U hio boot &rri• ed u~aid· aboto wore beard. 1ho P<J't7 boorclo4 but d ... parted a r .. .tnutoe later . Lulb repartod thot when th'7 arriYed bo n o fired at cy a p1ot ol thruot thrcuib a porthole . Tho bullet rco1.,. ..Ucl. A hoD4 pooo&da woo toaoo4 t.hrouib tho port and otter thor 

boorclod t.b17 t1n1oho4 ott tho J apan .. • •riDe who no cuordJ.el tho ob i p • .U tho alsip woo bolt tul.l of ... ter and 1n o dol&p1clated oond1Uoc i t 
n 1 \lll\&.1.6-ble. 

1 
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( a) !be patrol I 1.oo1< t.o tho -.lh latA 1D Uw &t't.em­aa t or tho puzpoM ot acc..,.UIIhille mat .teatr.>oUoe ot at.oNa na ,..alble 1a the u .. re-.lninc. tho 1101t aporta~ Job proYI<I t.o bo a ,_t14' ot a..U t1on cuolU.o ( .laaoolato.t) , oat.iaa ted t.o •slll'••cat.o tr.. '100 t.o 1000 tarrola . 'l'h1a wu tired I>)' a!lootU., toto the h4rrela aod ..sac 'llfT tor 1ptl Uoo . a. thia trip the ort1c:e of th• J opaotM G edtn~, who h d bo.., tllltd in tho blltUe , wu ttt.rchtd tad ell e.ailable popora, plws a chart, • era aooura.t. 

( t) 'tJt naouat.ioa n a o:ueut.ed !roe t.he laJOOD ai<!t 1>7 e&n71DC tour t oata (tll of CNr OW'D which Z"er'd.nttd aa~e•able) acroar rr .. tho ••• oido . b t1n a proYidtd one outri gger , thwo &1'ford1Dc 1pace t or our oavmt)' aea, 1ncl\lll1n& tho ot,retchor w01mdo.t. 'l'ht t'f11Ct>lt.iOO waa aupa~ao.t 1>7 Captain Coyte and L1eu1Aacnt leab, t.ho laU.er t.wict 1r01110dod r.ad nMrl;f clrownod "" t..'le 17th, and narrot!l;f ahdnc d•t.b ot. the aloop oo t.bt l!t.b. .lll tin boats were laahod abeaa of uch other . rwo boota bad aot.oro , thouc)l ~ one "orlto.t thrcu<!hout . ll'ith whnt fn aouYtnira or the bot.Ue our 11a1tod •pace couU accCIIOdata n aet ott acroaa the liCOOD et ZO)O . 'l'ht UUTILUS bad prtTicnuJ..Y ~ iD­! OTaod ot our du1re thAt llht ""et ua ott n.m PODI't. 'Die pouage .,., d11treaa1ncl¥ alow, but there wao no aurt t.o 1at.ortero. Aohore tho onlJ' 1Ddlut10J> or lito caae trOll the bWO'rl.nc tluea or the paolino tiro. orr n.IIl POIIT n tllllhod a eliiDal and rece1YI<I •11 1e:r. !i.al.e roopoaae t'rOII tho UUTILUS. At 2308 .. , arrind aloogalde . 

3. "9!1!!?J!t8• Our utiaate er the oituadon at. Will h a not. far tro.. t.h.e IIIU'II:. 'l'ht ill&Ad waa held 1>7 J apanese llorineo nUZibor1nc o.bout. 100, with a re .. rve !orca or about. 100 (cirtl1MI .. 'f111lohle tor activo du~ 1D an naorgenoy) . The datenae cano1ated of l ookouto alODC t.ht boachtt l.!ld a .obile rtMrYe . !be rttor'f'l na hol d at Cll C!'Jlll018, for the a tt.act waa expect.o.t t.o c... t..'>oro or 1a the rtc1n14' ot <lOfDIIIDIT 111W!l". lo i\1111 were 1D peal ti011 ott the lasoan on tronct eouth) 1 11!14 there wu no nUenco ot a1 nea. OltiAIIOOlfO PODI'I' wee 1JJ tho prooeu ot bein1 preparod tor woe aa a dioperaion ._..,. tor otcrta, aocord1Dc to the utlna. 'tilt JJ' which n.e INillt no reportad 1>7 nadn a to haft UJ -.rU.ea oo board • 
.l &aa1l radio ot.ation • •• l oeato.t a t tho JAPAJIESP: TRADDIO SUTIOI, a laraar one et Olf C!!CIIO' S, and 1t. 1a belinad thAt a third Ml!l haYI botn locat.o.t oo Ull.UI:;QMC. 
'tilt ~ ott 01 CllOI0 18 aDd lll!G 18 llharvea proddea a good anchora4• tor oaopl111111 aDd tho 1ap5tlttt uoed it u auoh . I t b cli.tticult t.o \IDderat-nd wbT 1 better cletanoe bad not been proparod, tor no wire obataclu .,,..., obttrvtd. lathu r eport.ed that. the -botch oppoait.a (Jf C!IOllil1 8 bad botn rirod. 
'!he na U n a report.o.t t.het tho en '"'I)' bad three c!qa adYMct notloe or our arrhal . In prtptrG tlon the 4atond1nc !ol'oe bad b8ld aaoeunra up and down B1JtJJUTARI botw .... 011 QDI0 ' 8 and GOVW'.nJ! Jll.li\F. 'Dio ..S.poro Which .,.... looat.o.t 1D the t.rea t.opo bot,..... 009Dallml!' 110\JU and STO!II PI!!Il Wire said 1>7 the nathea to han boot~ 1n poaitlon tor three dar• · 
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lbile tllia bal'Clly ...... erodible it 11 true t h~t when ~e t roop• 
an1.-.l 01\ cur tron t th"7 wero tully clo tiled " """ t o wrappt'd putt.eea • 

ll\o 1>4tino, incid..,tt\lly , were .oat OOOP"rati..., 
~t.. ll\07 out cocoanuts th t. t.ha cen lllil!ht qumch their 
\Alr'a\ with tile •Ulr· '!'hoy C&ZTied allllllll\1t1oo tor the ""chine 
.-.zo•• Oil one occaoion Corporal Banteo,lwlded hio Garll14 r1!1• 
'" a u t.1n while n• W&l correot.in~r tha poaition o r the ...., ot hie 
.... 011 t.ho tirinl; Una. 'l!lo ne.ti .. e eliot two mip<>ro tro. treea., 
loe lll.lln , tho 1>4t.1To Chief or Police, and hie couoin , llilli•_a 
IILllar, were 1ln\l4\l.lllly helpful. Tiley inttruoted now to rant 
1 local oonot&bul'll"}' and told to r e tr1 ... e weapon• which •• loot in t...,. wrt and uH t.11e• for thie purpooe at;ainot. tho Japanoao . 'l'hey 
proooind to do ao. 

Our doctrine ot dofenae -.ainot niroraft waa to take 
.....,.r and r~ il:omobile . It wae nry oftaothe tor there 1<ore no 
caoualtiea &DOOll our vounll troopn troco atteoldJ,, aircr .. rt. 

4. II!CO!!I!.Q!DJ,l.'IO.~S! Probllbl.r the moat illlportant result of 
the raid woo tho ~r1l'tlce pined and tho opport\mi t7 now afforded 
to orgllniao raid• whtch will bo more ettoctt .. • and leoa coa~ to 
ue. Scae or tha •rrora made hnve beoa noted in the a.,.._• narratJ.Ye . 
8peco1t1cally I would liat tho t ollowin& with recorr:!endo'·i?D~ f or 
t.na1r -Ucm• 

(a) ~- plan ahould pl'onl!e tor the aubdi n aion of 
t.uk \all. ta 110nog directly to the landin.c boacb from the subooarlno 
to which ea ch 1a u a1gnad. 'lllia ..., ... ,.ont IOUSt be exe cuted proc1eel,y 
"" a time schedule , &nd there muat be &utricirmt drill in tho 
operation to 0.86\U'O that it will go forwarcl without a hitch , 

(b) 'l'ho SCI\ 5.36 radi~telepho..- io inad.equo.t e fol' 
&hlp to ahol:e eo..-u!I\IDl.cat1on, probe.bl ;r due to the donseneoa of tho 
tollage &nd bocauaa the IIUb>larine ia so low in the wa ter. The l and­
inC torc .... t take a 1BX a shore tor this purpooo. 

(c) Raidint: operation& should not hllvo an Wluiblo 
time llmit. brpo,..d. The t1H tor dt.hdrt.wal should bo dotors1ned 
by the cooarandol: oohoro in accordance wi til tho dictates of tho ait­
uotiOD thero. .\o in tho caoo at JUXII, 1t 1o poaeibl e to take over 
a -'-.1 ialll14 tor one or tto ~o and withdrew at willby the 1001t 
tau iblo l'outa. 

( d) !tubber boata can be landed ll&fcl y througlr quite 
a he&"l' ourf ond on boo.chea unnl.table f or H1g•d.na boats . But th07 
cannot take orr aaainot auch aurro without adequate power. halo 
thla trut.l1 dori .. oa tho !act that 1t DOtora are aveilo.blo rubber 
boah with pec!dl.ee csn at111 be uud tor landin" operat.iooo pro­
nded 1t 1a planned to take o...,r tho ial&nd and withdrAW at will . 

( a) Tho pr eoant. type Of gasoline Op<>rt.ted outboard 
motel' (l'nnrudo) 1a ontirol,y inadequate for n iding joba boc.ouae ot 
ito U!U'el1eb111 t;r. Men of thoao t o compan1eo had been thoroushl,y 
t.rainad 1n tho uao of these Qot.8ra . 'l!lo .otol'a lu<d been meticul­
oualr owerh&uled ~..U.atel,y prior to tho upedition . tat DOat of 
til• tail ed. It h&a bam r eported to 11an t.ha t there 1o llD electric 
outboard DOtor on tbo arltt~t which 1a watarpl'ooted . Buch a motel' 
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O'OGl4 ~pear to !Hour o...S. I ~ 11 ru-ded ~.;a~ '-'>11 a~IAr 

be ~ !....s.1&\el7 acd U>at. a eauerootory 110tor be obt.aiJied. 
(t ) Our ••n 10\lllt. be ~re1M.1 1D omipiDl f'ro u .. t.op• 

ud 1n o""batina U\11 t7r• ot onlpl.Da . J oponue .n1p1n wo.o •• 
oell•t 1od tboir ea1pert ure eo ••U oCttcoe.lod tb•t H "I noo­
....,- to oboot o!• br&ncbea or trll11111 order to ,.t the 11\ipere -

a 1101 \ la.loooo.i.U operatiQQ. 
(r) In ~ OWD orpalaaUoo I 1nt..<l to l.Dor'!&e& t.h• 

propordoo or ~ (•1) ritlAe and llllre J:4r 141114, 111d c!aor .. ea 
I.M proportlcm ot \llOIIp•oo aul>-atlhllll if\1121 • 'fl",• Tli""PIIOD sa> 11 
Got auf(ioiaaU., o.countl a&Ain•t miper1 , whllo tbr Gllr"nd 11 t>ot.h 

acouro~ &Gd ,oaee aae1 a bi&h rato of tiro, ~bich ~'•• ~n ad~nte&• 

cwor the Ja;>r.nue. 
(b) l aa 110u conruced t.ht t enr of t.he valua or raid" 

1n toM coooduot or nr 1n t..'l• PJ.CI7IC, upeoial:7 raida ~ oub­
.arinu. t1wre 1a no ""oaUoo tl:&t tllo J&pe...,eH cor•~d 1D t.ho 

r.1t.el'll ~ "' cootllSed b)' t.h11 raid. I t did GO~ knoo: how cur 
toroe rot a~ora, at what points 1t ball lllldt<l, w~ot.lln 1t • •• eenl7 
a raid or ac occup&tioul !orco or • het.her it ••• ~. epearba.c! or 
a larcer toroe •hioh l.D~..,ded to c!rin into the IW\!'IULLS. Such 
r&ido oac be uao<! to oo.tuae tllo ..,,~, pull h1a otr bat~ c;:;.<~ open 
t.hl ...., tor till <lrin or a 1-.rter t ore• aeU»et YUl.Go~bl· llld rttel 

po1Dta. 
(1) 1'1Dall7, I ..-oulc! inrtt.e ~~ at!Aut1on or ..U 

nl1t&r7 luadero to the Uluo~ra.~1oG J'rOY14ed b)' cur 111.\l&tlcn at 
IIAXII oo tllo G1i.'bt of lui"IL 17th wh1cb o:.pb&abee a tnrt.h thai. 

1e u Gld ow tbe IQJ.l1 t&ry proraeo1on 1 oo utl.er how bad 1ou om 
a1tUAt 1on 1>17 ~p~ur to be, thort 11 &ln;r• tho poeo1b1Hty tlu.t 

~<>• e1tw.t.1on c! tbo IGNIJ 1tl web ..-or ... 

b . I unnot cloae t.hio report wi thout axpreat ina the 
d .. p •pprtoia~iaa of tM Ofri<ollrl W:d H D of t!lil TU~ \mit for t h 
•li1•ir1otnt coopcrat1M end OUO'!-ort atfor<!od thaa b7 tbo t<>l!llalldor 
of taak Croup 7 .15, Ult oft1cera •nd aon or tile tiSS NAU'fltUS lllld 

tilt U88 AROO.UUT, 1.11<1 or those off1cora 1.11d. """ or the Sub!::m-iue 
BaM, PIWIL IIIJlllOII, lbo aic!o<! w1tb tl.e prope=ticne for the raid . 

!hero ...... a~.-... a tree aed unroo trained uchen;:e or t!tort """ 14ou. 
! ~ c.t opirlt ...,~ ot ucreal.t•-1Gs oelt-ucr1f1c• reitlDed 
t.l1roqbout U:o up<N!J.ticn lbict. could 11ot l:ut l.Dduce a ecr rupc<.din& 

ap1rit 1n t.tw men unc!or a;r c"""""'d . Thh un1 ty of • ind I!Dd of tort 
brOU&ht IUCCOSI to tbo upodiUOG. 

AG tor tllo orr1cor 1 end »tn o! tb1a Tank Unit, tbtir 
aoUOD and a t Utude l ett nothlnt. to be dedred. Durin .. the aot1cu 
at IWtlJI unit• "«rt f'requent.l.7 l.D'er.~ed, 71t racb 1nc11rtclual 

dilplaJ"od 1Dit1t.t1n, r .. ou-tet\ll.G••• ..,d w1Uinp oaa &o work 
atCtet1nl.7 1n r!>ateTer t.eu hi tOUI!d bia111t . !lo111 hrd bKD \llll!~r 

fire bt!ora, bu• !.hen ,..., nc ll.olitetlon at>out cloeh>E nth the 

'"1117• In tact, ... t ot our caaualt.1., cue !ro-o c•rllae expc>IUI't 

to ano~ tire in order t.o •toke out" tho opposition. Tller" nro 
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-:r uuplea of at.raol'd1nar7 berol• wldcb wUl be -.Ia ~ 
nt>Jaot ot - •ial recoc:ond&U.., at a later date. 

llpeol.al o....Ut 1a dut t.o the anbera or th.e llad.J.O&l Corpa , 
fU1.11Nlar l y t.o Liwten"" ta II. B. ..oeraclron &lid Steph• L. St1Cl•r, 
(Ill) lJID, OD the rdfh t or the 17th Doot.or SUaJ.er ~ t.o pt 
aiiMrd ~h• AJQOIIAUT, ab4 he t.oolc on&r ae of the WOilnded there. 
Doctor llaoCrt.ok"" r .-ined elhort wtll the f1n•l encUAtiOil, ud 
than epent the next tWWIIty-tour houre oporatl.n~. 

Tll11 opera tion Juoti!ied 1n !ull t.ht pol1oy or .. e1gn1ng 
on• .. dloal oft1cer t o t aob Raider c .. pta¥ 

/ aif[1led/ 
EVAiiS r. C.UU..o;(ll, 

Liwt.G>an~ Col. .... el, 11. S. Marine Corpa a.,,..,., •. 

• 
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tABI UITT 7.~,. ) 
21 Aucu-t 1942. 

OR<WflZAnlll or tAU UJIT 7.15. ) t or 
IWD OJ lWtiJ • 

"* tlp.1t RtAtqwsrWt a oq1gerp 
1 

Gteptnr ••• 
Oo. Hq • • 

l et PlttO<Ift a 

2nd PlatO<Al 

lttpooa Pl.l.t.oon 

loled1oal &toUOD 

Co~nd tn1 Of!ictr 
h e cutin 
Intll.llliinct Ort1ctr 
Dtmoll ~ion Ott 1oer 
Interprtt~r 
RadiorAil-rwu>Grt 

~ ec-Lil.I!Cr 
Dtaolit ioa Ot! icer 
CUcn• '7 Strpant 
IWUo ope.-.t.ore 
a....., ere 
O..Ol1 Uon •en 
Anti-taG¥ ritl .. en 

•lttoon Lead.er 
Platoon S.raeent 
Plet.oon Ouido 
Rl•di ouau-runnor 
' Sc!Widt 

Pletoon Leader 
Radioa&~>-rwr.er 
Platoon Ouidt 
J Squadt 

lle(.ioal O!tiou 
Corp-

C!rf' P! "l'a 
Co llq a 
2 Ritlt Plat.oone (l orr & JJ Ebl tach) 
l ltapoot Platoon (2 110 &tc) 
lltdieal !Action 

roTAL co:.cnn 

l 
1 
l 

4 

l 
1 

f 
~ 

l 

4 

2 
2 

l 

TO'UL UBI IJIUa ~ 

ralit\!4 

1 

4 

l 
2 
) 
7 

15 

1 
l 
1 

.30 

1 
1 
l 

)() 

1 
14 

102 

102 

208 
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SOBIWUIE81 PACinO P'LUT 

llerial 01.002 Can of n .. t J'oot ot'tioo, 
Son Franoioco, Calitorai&, 
S.ptoa'ber 3,1942. 

,.... 
1'0 1 

Tho eo..andar Sutearin01 1 Paoitio l'loel; . 
The Com:land.or- in- Uhie!, u.s. Paoitio l'leet. 

Report on Raider Jq>ed1 tion againot IU.llll -
o~ts 011. 

Reference a (a) 

(b) 

ec.oubpac conf. do spa toh 2'/03}1 of 
Auguet 1942. 
Coou><bpac conf. despatch 270354 ot 
I.UlJIUSt 1942• 

1 . 'l'bia is t.he f irst opore.tion or this type in 
w!licb oubooarlneo of tbio took force h•vo taken pe.rt. l'hl\t 
1s conaiderecl ~l<&ble. Joi&Jv leeoona were lurnocl bT tbe 
I!U'bu.rine per....,no1 concerned r.nd tbe experience p ined by 
tbe R&ider Settalion shoulo pron ioTaluable io later open­
tiona . 

2 . tor expedi t iona or tbie type' tbt eubolarino 
akee All el<C&llent trMoport for a t oPl< f OTCO of IIOdorl\te 
d oe. Beioa able to arrho •t tho ooono of operations with 
great aoeurance of b•ine undo.-cted ond. oven obaorT1n& the 
i alond 'before attack lend& oonfidenco to ell banda. Surprieo 
ot the on~ io moot eooen tiol . 

) . Stope to 'be tel<on in propJU"iog tor an expedi-
tion of tbio type io tho futuro erot 

( a ) Cow!ynie&tiop~ .oro ouitable radio sbould be 
p~ded for oo.>unication botn61l the aul&arinea 
and the bettalion a.abol"O. 'frainin& undu •orTico 
oondi tiOilO abould bo bold. 

(b) Air eonditioninr-!ho two auba&rineo uood wore 
poorly equipped. 1n tbio reap41ct tor their no...U 
cOIIpl-t. Additional unite were Gddod, but 
poreonnel wars atill UDaoatortabla. 

(o) Qg=i!aw Raid•r Unl.t 01) eaol! SubBOT1Ae-t'Mt. 111 
bo&to, eto., f or a I:J"OUP of 1111rioea should bo 
cerriecl on tlleir own aublwlrin&. 
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aua&aiiii P.I.OI110 n.DT 

Caro of rloe t Poet Orti oo , 
8&o Franoiooo, Clli ! orala, 
P4pto,blr 3,1942. 

hi'Ort of !laiclor Eq>ecl.ldcc a.-aioot 14A1D­

oo.!:tnt.a • · 
- - - - - - - - - -- -- - -- - - -- -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -

( cl) ln! n' nc - •• ...u .Uj;l1 ~ rbllr aal and t.raioln<i .. 
tiM m4 oaocll Uona por.n t ahoulc! h b&l cl . 

(e) i!cf),. tll&iAu - '!be miliAn IIHcl 1n tl~e rubber boato 
011 thh upecli tico won not aatlofaotol")' . It 11 
w <l•r etoocl that a blt.t.r cn.,lno h&o becn found. 
'l'hlo ohoul4 be pvon all pouiblo attontioo. 
Sl1sbtl7 cl1tforent ooncl1t1ooa on ~~· .UI,'bt ot 
AU&Un 17 a1p1. l:I&YO rolll..l t.ocl in cliaoator f or 
120 - t roe th.la e&Wio alone. 

(f) Sbip' • !loatt - Dl.oaal powered lut..r1no boah would 
have be• ot ;:r.at aaa1 n anco on Ulo orpo<l1 , 1C>n . 
In futvo opOl'IUcaa, oulaar1Du llhcnWS t.ako at 
loaot ono ouob boat. 

(,) !!owUarc!•~nt 6Jri'!I!!!H1on - Six-inch bollbardaent. IIE\Illi­
t.ion wao no~ nul&bl~ in Poarl Ko>rl or f or lh1o t.rip. 
It 1a ne>w avdl&blo and 1e hol.no~ pl~oo4 ou all o\lb­
IWU'inu with uix-incb !IUD•· n loboul4 be carried on 
all future o~pedlticoa . 

(h) hrl•oopt J!!cqnr¢~ p.r:ce - U t.1M perai ,.., .aTe 
poriacopo roox.ooole....,eo al!Ciul4 be prodd.e<l for. 
:W thta upod1t1oo, t.1Dt. ••• not u&.llablo . 

(1) Pltugtpg - eo.&n~r ~1nee, Pao1t1c ne• t , cannot 
CO<~ OW" with tho Group C<>:c::t.nc!n tho t 1 t wu bod pr"c­
tlco to oh&r.,;o th• a..Uor otrlcora or the 111rl.ne ond 
naval unito •1q t.bo plannins or t.ho ox~c!1t1on u 
wdl •• tho or~oantut1on Md trtiiDU.., ot t.beir ro~c­
ti'ftl uni\e. n 11 ooaoiduec! • run4u011tol principal 
th&1. ..., offi cer a job •ork out bb ""D dot..lle 
1n Wl<>ordo.nce ..t th " .;m•r&J. cl1r.rct1.,. wbieb 11 not 
to roft.ricllvo. 
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SUBWID!II P.lCinC n.En .. 
ssgeq 

care or Fleet Poot ottlc., 
San ~ebeo, C.llto..,.lo, 
Sep!.uber ) , 1942. 

!loop<>~ of Raidor l:lpttdl t1on ~.- •lnot 'WCIJ -
cOOilltnts on . ------ ----------- ------------------- --- ---

4. <h• Cor..andn S~l:wariDu, P&Oitlo l"loot 
occoiclera U...t lbb upodl.Uou ..... oa...-11<1 1.0 a ouoc.eaatlll 
coou•luo101l. R.oo-.laU<rns tar anrda an 1>4>1D.; -.do 1D 
••para~ cor:eapccd~ce . 

s. 
(a) aft4 (b). 

A l.ht or ~uu • • a .-.porW<l in re!ll'<!n.-. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASH INGT O N 

October 19, 19/,.<. 

IIEIIORA!IDUi FOR THE P!I!SID!ll!: 

For yo1.1r information toera oro Attached hereto a .. oaaco 
fr001 .. to llac.lrt.bur and his r ep]J, and &lao the prenous usaaco• 
of his to which ho ref ora . 

ll,y com:nunicat.ion to hill waa 1n an or!ort. to ••• if tnore 
wao any w~y in which fur t her asaist.anco ai~ht. be immediately &ivon 
to the Navy 1n tho Solo:aons . Bio reply, aa ... u as hi• comuniqu. 
of last night, indicate that al'pe.rently everything possible is boin( 
done to cripple the 1\lj)erior Jal""'ese NaVIl force bet .. en l\abaul and 
the Shor tland Ialanda in the southeast. 

I had prodoualy sent a cenfidontial wire to C..neral Nanoon, 
our .Ur c-.ndor under Ghonlley, to find out if in his opinion thoro 
were any instructions U.t llight be pven froa llaalt1n6f.on to llac.lrthur 
to provide support for the Solomons operation. Ha replied there n1 
nothing, that llacArthur 1 • Air ns doins all that nu::Dbers, poor coa­
municstions and the difficult weather conditions per.oitted . 

Yest erday we ordered a beavy bocbar group from llawaii 
to Australia to be replaced immediAt&ly by ..notber am partialJ.y trained 
gr<>up frol:l tho Stotas . The 1110re difficult part of the tranoaction il 
the movement of the sround lllintenance crawl . That will be accoaplisbed 
by the crews fro<& tho States, with all tho necoasary .... tarial, being 
&hipped t.oediataly trora San l'rarlcisco to Nawaii, where tho aen will 
diseabarlt but tho •terial will .--in aboard . the crews Croa the 
Haniian croup, which will already ..... dopo.rtod. will eabar~ and 
the vessal will procood to the South'leat Pacific . 

Another move is being aade tranoferring a fii;hter squadron 
of P-40 planes !rom Hawaii to tbe South Pacific and another fij;hter 
squadron (P- .39 ' s ) r,.,.,. Christmas Il!land to tho South Pacific . iolean­
while we an carotulJ.y reeur.o¢nll the ai t\UI tion in Alaska to aoo it 
we are justitiod 1n reaovin& a fi.,;htor sroUJ> !ro11 there 1n order to 
find r eplaeoraenta Cor Hawaii . 

A detail~ r•port on MaeA.rt.bur' a :few Guinea operation, now 
1n pro,;reaa, will bo aeo t to you today . 

Inclo . 
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• 
To : GC!IERAL l.laoAR'I'lnnt 

C IIIC S'IIP A 

li1111ber :!716 

SEt:KET 
Office Chie! of Staff 
rel~rhone 354' 

October 16, 1~1.2 

1 have ju't. cone ovrr ~;!lvU chlu-t.a on Japen~ar :!lval aur!•~• eoncen­

tr•tlons in r.ou.,iovllle Po!'ta sn<t to the south , especially ~he Shortland 
Tal,..,ds - Flliai Aroll , altoaethf'r toWinc 5 or 6 l>~HlPshipa , 1 a•rriors 

and n"~n:' cruiserf' 'lnd doestroyer~ . Another cnrt•lor tasl.· forca h~ta boon 

OJt-rat!n,.. zoutJ1 1tnt1 aout. .east o!" C·J.adnleanal but unlocated . Our ~;a.vy has 
bJt l carrier a~ prc•ent in the South Pacific . 

,tapa have o ttranroed our ar·ti llery on Gu<utalcanal , keepinr u.1rf1cld 

~~nler constant bo~'Mrrlr•.,t fro:t lon<t and O<!C&aionsl heavy bor!l>\rdnent frolt 

ahipe . ':heir },'avtl-1 lllpAriorit;• ~e rre,·entinr re1nforcc.eent and resupply , 

especially gasolino . Situation therefore roat cr'tioal . 

It !a ev!dN"t .l.'l t aupportin" action of •~e sort oust be ta'<~:on 

1 ed'-.t.el,-r ~nd at. t•.f'i ~nt. 1P8 ~!ln onl:-- see poaaibllity or tnc~a.aod 
r...., .•ncy of boroh<tr IICtlvit;• rro ........ Gainea dlrecr.ecl &£1lin&t •:aval task 

~orceo referre<l to . :his &PJlllronUy can only be IO&ll&fed b;r accept!Jli; the 
haz•rd o! b-asin~ henvy bo::~ber group at •:oruey and .,pera~ing nedium 

~omb~l'dnent frOf'l Milne Bay to nl'XIIIUM oossiblo extent. Can this be 

man•Pod and bow nulokly? 

General "•,..,on reports thla nornlllG ~!'.at Mlllral Ghol'l:lley fools that 

:tenny'e Air Foree h~ta eoope!".ated with his so far •• tliff!eul~iea o!" eo::::uni­

eations , lot~Bti~~ , prinitive op~r~tinr cond1tlona, er.e~1 action and violent 
rr•valent •-ellther rrontal s:·ster"a wo•·ld pemlt.. 

I nuppos~ t.t fl 1'uracoinc nro))C'onl would mean BOI'ID weatteninr of eir 
:nr·port of your Ground operaticml in l:ew Guinea. However the situation 

in the Solc.-.ona ia ao critical that a•och action aeeu inperative . Since 
the Japane~e have conait.tod ~h~~solves to ·j.~ ~x1.uc effort in •J\e 
Solocoons can an.,rlhinc be dm>a tO ext«!' to ;·our opel'1\tion to aebo the air• 

!'ielda on tl".-e nortJ1ea.at G1.1inea coeat? 

I.!ARSHAlL 

Cricinator : SGS · 

Into. Copies : OPD 

Cli- OU'l'- 05130 (10-1?- 1.2) 16022 """ 
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,....,. Brisbane 

'l'o 1 General llarohal1 

October 17, 1942 . 

Re :nl6, Oet. l6 

l'"roa inception I b,..a bean aeutely aware of the critiul sitouatioo 
in the Solo110ns and in fact anticipated it ana reported join~ with Ghormley 
in radio0-810l2, Jlll.y 8, addreosed to the Chief of Staff' and COIUJICB, and 
my C-)Sl, August 30, to the Chief of Steff in which I invited uttention to 
the acute danger davelopicg and beeied review of the question b.y the President 
and the Chief• of St.att lest 1t bacoae too leta . 

The actioo ill the South Paci!ic bu baao suppor ted to ux1m•n capa­
city ot 'IT air t orco, eaploying all planes that can reach tarl!ats. Cbonalay 
three tiJIIes bee radioed his appredation . Tumor has aJ.so co:o:~~Wliceted to 
that effect. While it i a 1JIIposaib1o to assess all damage 1 t is believ·ed 
thAt our bombardment llliasions hAve had a vi taJ. e.rtact upon tha succoss of 
oparationo to data b.y poundicg boatUe ai r and eupply inatellltions. The 
aaJor Jfort baa bean expended in Rabeul a r ea because it can be reached with 
tull bomb loads wbila pltmee gcinll to Solo!>Ont a.r•llllBt car"r)' Boab.J>a.y tanka, 
reducing boiab load by 50:'. 

I aaa ill constan t comunicatioo with Ohonuley coordinating my recon­
naisoancs with hio and bavo given illmodieta priority to his requests for 
reconnaissance and atteck. Airplanes capable of affecting bit oitustioo 
bavo bean used excluaively to U.t and. Three tisas witbic the lest week 
I bava ordered aiuions on Ghonol.a:r' s requeat, ullin& every boabar aYailebla 
durinc the period. 111 own operations in New Ouinea have beon supported only b:r abort-range aircraft . Two (:l) heavy squadrons are now aaintained constantly 
at lloresb.y . The existing landici strip at llilna Bay will not penult uso of 
B-17 1s or B-26•o, but we a r o rushicg construction or another strip . B-25 ' • 
have not autfioifll t range t.o 'oper ata fro111 there, and B-261 & are lllllited in 
n\Wbar with practically no deli varies being ""'do to SliP A. 

My ope.,.tions to capture the nortll coe.st of New Guice& are in full 
:wing. I aa Ill"&&~ baapered b.y tha totaJ. leek ot light shippinl!, landicg 
boats and barges which I have previously r equest ed . ln their abeence I 1111 
moving overland and b.y air. Supply i s tbe controlling factor o.nd 111\U!t be 
acoomplisbad b.y net1ve carrier and b.y air . lllprovised lanclinli fields have 
boon and o.re boica prepared . Ona rogiaaen t , t.ransported b.y air to llaoigele 
1a now 110Yiog up the coast. Tha Auatrallens aro IIOYini slowly toward !Cokoda . 
Aaarican troops a.ra 110v1ne; over a troll to the eastward. I expect to iaprovisa 
at tbo proper -ant a landicg field in the II&~ Velley to u.ke possi))le 
tbe transpor t of o U. S. reg!JIIent . Supply Oifficultiao are incredible and 
lllllit speed of 11ovo:nent and site or forces, and aro of couroe ,.u.ltiplled b.y 
leek of shipping and ehortege of traraepor t planes . The poosibili ty of success 

- l - ~EC ' 
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ot the movement ond the t.i.Joe factor are sti ll unpredictable . Onder 
s evere pressure f rom this headquarter s , much progress baa been made 
beginning with t ho development of Por t lloresby, which bad initUlly a 
garrison of regiment of Militia, 1 landing strip "ithout even parking 
spsco for planes o.nd a por t capsci t y of only 500 tons a day . Refer ence 
is made to azy" radio Q-l4 7 . 

I am l..iopelled to r efer again to QY radio C- .381, August .30 . 
Tho aituetion antici pst ed then has now developed . It is now necessary to 
propere ac tion thet mus t be eccompliahod bofor chand in properetion for I 
possible disaster in tho t:iol omona . If we are def..at,ed in the Sol omons , 
eo we Jms t be unless the Navy accepts auccossfull.y the challenge of tho 
enemy surface f leot, t llo entire Southwest Pacific will be in I!Tavast danger . 
Infol'Q&tion boa already been der i ved f rom eneQy sources that ~ attock 
on llilne B11y and possi bly olsewhor o in New Ouineo is cont emplated for 
mid-November . 

I urge t hat tho entir e resources of tho United States be diverted 
t emporar ily to meet the criticol. situation; that shipping be mde available \ 
from any source ; t het 1 corps be diapatched immediately; tbet ol.l avail-
abl e heavy bo3bor s be fer ried here at once; that urgent action be taken 
to increase tha ai r s t rength at l ea"t to t he full colllplement ol.lotted for 
this area.; that immediate ac tion be taken to prepare bases for Naval opera­
tions on the east coast of Austrol.ia; that tho British Eastern Fleet be 
moved to the ~est coast of Austrol.ia . 

r.lacArthur 

-2- SECRE r 
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CEQ Sou~hwoo~ Pacific Area Coa=uniguo No . 190 October 19. 

Nortbweatern Soc toT : Roconnaiaeance activity only . 

Northeastern Sectors Solonona : I!!!!!!· to support ot Sola.ona 

operations, Allied heavy bo10bor a executed four coordinated night attoc'ko 

on this eno~ advance air and naval base . Flarea we re uaed ~o illum1na~e 

the targets in the firot attack and t wenty- two tons of bombs, including 

&any 1,000 pounders drop ed &JIOng cru1oera , doatro7ers and transports . 

Tloe first fol'll&tlon boa'b<d and atrated tho airdroae and struck at ship­

ping . In tbo second a ttack , ·three en..., erulaare are bellev.od to have 

been hit . The third a roup boabed a lar.;e a eo plana tend or and cargo 

vesaela. In the f i nal attack a cargo vessel w4a atrs!ud and aet on 
fire, and seven flying boata were deotroyed or dllliUlged . Tho laet r aid 

aaw enClQ' Ylllt:le burnina fiereel..v u the result. of earlier att..cks . 
Enetr.r fiahtera a~teapted int.erception but were unaucce .. tul and driven 

crt . J. U or ou~ pleneo returned . 

t.!n.nusisl-and : An Allied &T'lled reeonn.a l.aeanee unit. at.rafed an 

enemy weather reporting vessel in Loronaau Harbor, setting it on fire . 

!low Britdn: Allied aediua bocbera attacks and destroyed an 

en~ seaplane on t~e wat~r orr the aouth eoaa~ and boBbed and set fire 

to tho doek and villas• on Pilelo leland . 

N•w Guinea : M!l!l!!· Allied mediUJll unHe bo:obed and et r llfed 

the oneJIIY occupied vlllace, csuaing tires and troop caoualtiee . 

~~ Alllod offensive ~eeonnaissanco units boabod the 

'llalropi uoa. 

O'!nn Stanley Area ' OUr ground forces have forced \.he ene~ 
north of Teaploton . In obarp combat durina the day , the ene~ ' a casual­

Ues wert relatively huvy . l!e captured mortars, Hght aachlno guna 

and othn equlpaent . The ene;r,y launehod several local counter attacks 

in 1.he evening , whieh were repu!sed with heavy losses . 

llacArthur 
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From: 
To: 

• 
CINC 57/PA 
Chief of Staff 

SECRET 

PRIOkiTY 

No . C 381, August 30 , 1942 

• 
.l.llgUBt )0 , 1942 . 

With the greatest raluctsnce and onl,y 1Jnpalled by the gravest 
sense of duty, I wish to invite attention to tbe acute danger which is 
rapidly developing in the Pacific theater . The situation here has 
drastico.ll,y changed during t he last two 01ontbs . 

Warned by his defeats in tbe Solomo.ns the ene'IY bas definitely 
abandoned any present intent of striking in Si beria , has slacKened his 
efforts in China, is thinning his forces in the pacified occupied zones 
and 19 moving tbe center of gravity of hi s forces in tl1is gennal direc­
tion . Hi s 1114in battle front is now defin.itel,y in the South and Southwest 
Pacific areas . His potential air , sen ana land is i ncreasing and his 
relative strength is rapidl,y growing greater than the Allied potential 
in those areas . 

I co;oprebend entirely the strategy tlwt has been outlined , 
assigning present missions as holding ones to enable concentrations to 
be maae elsewhere . It ie fundamental , however , that hol ding areas must 
have su.t' ficient forces actuall,y to hold and that the strength of hol ding 
for ces , with the initiative in the ene'IY' s hands, can be deter01ined onl,y 
by n constantly changing accurate nppraisal of the eneOD;'' s power . An 
arbitrary predetermined figure of str ength will not ensure saf.,ty . Un-
less ~no strategic situati on is constsnt1Y r uviowad in the light oi' 
enemy currant pote-ntiali t i e a i .n the Pacific and unless moves are made to 
meet changing conditions, a di sastrous outcome is bound to result within \ 
a short time . Wit h the eneD~;Y forces ioc!'eaeing and his concentrntions 
being effected it is no longer a question here of preparing a projected 
offensive . Unless add1Uonal. Naval forces , either American or British , 
are concentrated i n t he Pacific and unles s steps sre tsken to match 
tho heavy air and ground forces the ene'IY is assembling to launch , I 
predict the developaoent with.in a reason.,ble period of tiOie of a situation 
similar to those which produced the di saster s that have successi vely over­
whelmed our forces i n tho Pacific since t he beginning of the war . I beg 
of you most earnestly to hsve tois m001entous question r eviewed by the 
President and t ho Chiefs of Staff lest i t bocome too late . 

llacArthur . 

SECRET 
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•u•u61111,JQI lOI 

CIDIIUL CliO not: C. liAltSI!ALL 
W et ot s"'-tr, 1ID1 "-' s ta t.a &nq 

!be Pr..U.d eDt rocan~ rM&rltad to .. l.hat ho wiahad I 

would ooo>ny to yt:N. h!a thougllt.a about tho !low Guinea uea. ThaT 

aro aubat&llUUlJ' u f oll41r.l t 

l . TMt l.ho • • • Guinaa arw. orr . .... grMt pooa1-

bll1 t1aa, """ tho t it ehould be brou&bt UDder 

coaj)lote ccmtrol a o • ...,., as oooJJ.U<>Oe wu-nmt. 

!ha l. u lOOn aa the ar ... is broucht ~ o®trol 

it • Ul bo pou!blo \.;> put re&l ....S CC>Ciatant 

prouw-o 011 t ho l ow Br1 talA and low Ireltuld 

a r ... Q>d rroco thoao a...u, H ""¥ ba poaa1b1a 

to put proe8\lre on ~. 

J ODI L. loCI!U 
C"pu.io, U.S. NaYJ 

h ...U. lido to tho l'nloidoo t 

Regraded Unclassified



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Plea: ~uver t.hia envel.>1>e , addressed t.o 
C..Mnu llaraluul , t.o 

Color.ol 
l;oom 

'•· "· ... 
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• / W AR DEPARTM ENT 

OFFICE Of' THE CHIEF Of' $T AFF 
WM HIHGT ON 

• 
October 10, 1942. 

IIDIORAIIDIJI FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

SUbject: Boabin;;; operations in Sou~lnreot. Pacific . 

The follorlng COIIIIIIW\iq110 baa jW!t been received fro• llac­

Ar~hur . I think the facta related are of groat importAnce in esti­
ll&ting tho oitlllltion in the Soutlnrest Paci.tic. For tho first til<e 
hea'r)' coordinated air operations are beiDa carried out. Heretofore 

we have been aendi.ng .....U flights daJ' after day . .&pparentl:7 alreaey 
General lonney {now in couand or the A.ir in that areo) bu suc­
ceeded in oo organizing utters that operations Call be conducted 

in t he """'" orderly, e!!icieot manner ae ia 118.Daged out of England 
over the Continent . The fact that we su!tered no losoaa is little 
abort of a.&&ing, and if the r eport of destruction is reasonably 
accurate the Japanese are faced rlth a real dll.,.,. . 

•CHQ Soutlnreat Pacific Aree 
Octobar lOth . 

Northwestern Sector. Salll!llald. : Allied :tediWII bombers 
attacked en en.,..y merchant vessel previoW!ly bit, coap1et1n& 
ita destruction . 

Northeastern Sector. Soloaona: Bilka. Allied aediUll 

tmits bo11bed the aird.roo:e runway end dispersal. areal at nigbt, 
causing n1.1111erous Cireo . All of our planes retw-nod . 

New Britain: Rabaul . A night attack on tho onoay' s 
main supply bases no aucceasfully CArr ied out by the largest 
concontration of Allied beovy bombers yet to operate in one 
raid in tho Soutlnreat Pacific ares . Tba attack penetrated a 

~e of intense aDtiaircraft fire and was delivered troa 
low el ti tude. A p-ellainary incencii.rr.ry neep by Allic<l aedi ... 
units lit up the target ar.,.., startinc 111An7 fires and ex .1odi.ng 
fuol dWIIpl wbese tlamea, visible for many miles, led our main 
attackina force to the target areas. Sixty tons of explosives 
and incendiaries wero droppod , scorin& dir ect bits on jetties, 
m.acbine obops , supply ch•pa, barraclta, antiaircraft and eearcb­
ligbt poei tiona . Fierce tires were etert.ed ancl reaained visible 
for oi;;bt ailos . ill of our planes returned . 

St. Georges Chennal . An Allied reconnaisSallce UDi t aa 
intercepted by three Zero lighters , two or wbicb were abet dow 
into the ••• and the third driven ore . 

SECk 1 
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New Guinea: Lae. A formation of Allied mediu:o boCibera 
and fighters attecked the eirdrome dispersal areae end instelle­
t i ons in a coordinated affort. Sixteen tons of bombs were dropped 
in the terget area. Supply dump a on the water f ront wer e hit and 
destroyed, the smoke and debris from the axpl.osions rising hun­
dreds of feet . Huts, buildings and antieircro.!t positions were 
r aked with cannon and machinegUD fire . Heavy ground fire was 
encountered but there was no attempt at in terception . All of 
our planes returned . 

Owen Stenley Area. Our forward elements have established 
con teet with the enemy 1 e patrols in the Myole. - Templeton Crossing 
Ar ea ." 
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TRI I KITE 11005t 

IASRI!IGTON 

My dear Gonoral l avoll•-

Oet~ber 9 , 19(2. 

Tb&nk you very .ueh for your lett er of August 27th, 
1942 , in which you ware good onougb to encl ose "ABDACOU• - An 
Offici&! ! ccount of !Tonto 1n tho South-West Pacific Co~ond , 
1anuary-rebruary 1942, and a copy of your despatch on operation• 
in t ho Soutbwoat Paci fic January 15th-February 25th, 1942. 1 
bavo road tboao docuaonto with much intoroot. 

Tho di!ficultioa wit h which you wore fooed in adain-
1at ar1Dc rour 1aportant comaand aro woll oat for th in thooo docu­
• •ntl . Tbe e!tectiYe ut111aat1on c t tha amall raeoureea at your 
diapoa.U o.nd tho aorioua lo•••• you Wlictod on tbo enOIII)', aro a 
eouree or ,reat eatistacti on t o D& . 

With e.ary aood wieh for your success in your current 
iaportant aaaignaont, I am, 

Sincer·aly your a, 

/s/ ~nK~~ _j)_ ~sG>ve/~ 

Oenor&l Sir .boohib&ld Wavoll , C.C. B., C. II ,C., II . C., A.D.C., 
Co..aodar-111-Chiof in India 
... Delhi 
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: zct U :'on :1 re·.rl t.h n r··r'"'o , 1 ,.. . : of 1t" ,,.,,.:" ":cl­
! l :'lVe cc· .r .:lot.l on :' tc~'..lt·c o~ ~r-._ •• J., ,..o I 1, 
';o_;eth~Dr ·•·i:h :1 COf!' of the o ~""~i,....~ll lC,... 1nC o r 'I ,...t,.. 

j ic>: :i l ve l 'l..l Jra-r. U ! • ''o•J r r ~-' I 0 • tro:l'' \OUt 
this 1 -. ct~r, tut you c-;( 11' c to loc;.~ !Tu:l_;l tl e 
•lcs. :1tch . 

:.on ' hle ''r . !"r'li' ':lir. D. hoo~evP.lt 1 
I !'CCir!e,..t of l'ni t 1 :: ~ t"!' or -"~eric a , 

~~-~ .. Li :o :Jo 1 -, 
,,·~shin; ton ) D. r; . , 

u. ;.> . _, • 
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UW Dt:LHI 

the 27th August , 1942 . 

I send you herewith a pe r sonal copy of the despatch 
I have compiled on my tenure of the ABDA Co:nmand , 
together with a copy or the offici al account of events 
which I have had dr awn up . You need not trouble about 
this latter , but you may like to look throu5h the 
despatch . 

I have sent the despatch officially to the Combined 
Chiefs of Staff at Washin~ton and the Chiefs of Starr in 
London, as I was under their orders at the time . 

I greatly appreciated the honour you did me in 
entrusting me with this CoMmand . 

With my best wishes . 

---oOo---

r.ote : Above is cop~ of a letter despatched froo here by 
air mail bag on l/9/42 ; intimation has just been 
received to effect that this bag is presumed lost. 

"lJ 
26/9/42 . 

~r . Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
Pr esident or United States of America. 
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OOIJJ' I Dli."T rAt 

IT 4Mr lr. IIJ.nl.o t.er, 

Tldo will aolalowledc- tho r ocaipt 
or )'OW' lott.er or Sopt..ber 10 &Del 1 t3 OriClOGQl'O r .... 
IIAJ or !llocpooe, bo'-11 or will cb wore a h...., to '-1\o PnaidMit 
aM ,..... ,..ad by bi8 wit.h ill toreo t. lie bc;.a ullecl .. 
to t.'lolllt )'Oil tor •Uilla thla W o._u .. a't'&ih~ to 
ba. 

T 0 4 t.enl.t.7 1 a1oo ,..,.1 '<ad your 
aoto UwLr.ill~ .. ill ~be Mt~r ot 1otUq oc.o oal.ra 
c:o;>loa or tho pi eturoa or tho p,.c1f1co War c-u to 
you. h .... a ploa•u ... ror .. to be or ••moo • 

.lORW L. Jle(IJI& 
C.ptein, o.s. lb")' 

L..U .Udo to the Prot1d•i 

!bo lloolorwblo w ic;btoa a oCo.rthy 
't't• Ot M U•• lt1a1ater 
1746 .. toaoh .. otta &v..ao 
.. hlqtoa, D. 0 . 
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Dear Captain McCrea: 

• 
CA NADIAN l£GATION 

WASHINGTO N 

Sept . l Oth, 1942 . 

At the sugges t i on ot the Prime 
Mi nister of Canada, I encl ose here•i th cop1 of 
a memorandum -ritt en by Ma j or Ar thur M. Thompson, 
retired, of t he Briti sh Service, for the purpose 
of submi ttins same IX> the Presiden t tor whateve r 
acti on he ma y think wise i n regard thereto . 

The co ntents of t h e memorandum 
are being unoffici ally made kno.n to t he Netherlands 
Mil i tary Officials stationed i n #ashington . 

Fa! thf ul l y yours , 

Ll..~._ · ~~~ 

Captain John L. McCrea, 
The White House, 

Washington, n.c. 

I 
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Strictly Private & Confidential 

Once the "Solomon" occupation has been completed, 
and the threat to Port Moresby removed , the most effective 
way to relieve Japanese pressure elsewhere , damage them 
materially, morally, and ease t he economic situation for the 
Alli ed Nations , would be the se i zure of Emmahaven (Padang) 
and the occupation in force of the Padang Plateau, thus 
securi ng a bas e that could deny the I nd isn Ocean and the Bay 
of Benga l to Japanese surface craft, aa the Strai ts of Mnlncca 
and sunda would be well within bombing and mining range . 
Singapore is within 250 miles , aa the crow flies, from Fort 
de Kook the former N.E . I. M111tary Station and admini stra t ive 
centre of the Cental sumatra Highlands . Every oilfiel d in the 
N. E.I. i s wi thi n a 1500 mi le range . 

The Pla t eau, several hundred miles in a r ea, 
is at an average elevati on of 4000 ' and possesses the tnost 
wonderful climate in the tropi cs . There ia an open cart coal 
mine , operated by native convicts at Sawah Loentah connected 
by rail and road to Padang 60 to 70 mi les away . '!lle only 
other approaches are by r oad from Medan over 400 miles away to 
the North , and by a grt>vel road from Pekan Heran a K.!L I.L. M. 
Station at the head of navigation on the Siak Ri ver (Mid 
Sumatra East Coast) . 

It does not seem to be app reel a ted that a very 
large propor t l on of " nat ive" rubber comes from treos plant.ed 
on the upper reaches of the Sumatra River - i o the I ndrng1r1 
Valley, for 1nstlince . I run i nterested ln Ertnter within 6 
hours by road from Fort de Kook, yet between them and the 
foothi lls there are well over a million trees around Taloek alone . 

It is not likely the Japanese will have many 
troops in the mountains, bu t Padang would be a very herd nut to 
cra~k . Against this, the Dutch have the most intimate knowledge 
of the det·ences end approaches, and above all secrecy . The 
attack should come like a bolt from the blue as un i ts of the 
invading force could be assemblod at Durban, Freemantle, Bombay 
end co chin wl thou t causing any suspicion of their ult i mate 
desti nation . 

Altho I may not know any particular area as well 
as many who have been stationed in them I thi nk I know southern 
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Asia as a whole much better thAn most professional travellers . 
I was Provost Marshal, and A~inistrator of Martial Law at 
Singapore for over three years . I met every d1st1ngu1ahed 
stranger and suspect who passed through during that peri od. 
All the nat1vea of India who gave evi dence i n the u . s .A. 
sedition trials were picked up by offi cers from my offi ce . 
Some years ago I visited Indo China with Sir John and Lady 
Atters , before Angkor became a Cook 's tourist attraction; 
and only three year a ngo I was at the Don Paser Hotel i n Bali 
•hen Oliver Lyttleton and his fo.m1ly came there. I merely 
menti on this to sho·" I r eally know places and my knowledge 
is not that of a touri st. For 40 years the Earl of llnrchwood 
and I have been good friends until hla death . I was a 
regular correspondent , on matters which I thoug~ should 
receive attent1 on from tne Home &uthorit1es, with 
? . a. Mc~iston, w.p. 

(Sgd . ) ARTHUR W. THOMPSON (Major , Ret . ) 

Si ngapore . 

• 
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A usTRALIAN LcoATION. 

W ASHIHOTON. 0 . c. 

Septe10ber Uth, 1942 

llr . President , 

I ha• e been uked by the PriM lliniater of Auetrall&, 

the Risht l!onour&bl.e John Curtin, to conny to you the tollowil:ll 

• Dear Mr. Pres i dent, 

1. I n -:r previous meaeaae I submitted for your urgent 

conaide r&tion 013 n""s on the aitwstion and needs of the South 

West Pacific &rea . 

2. I endeavoured to baee f111 approach on a broad~IIJ.ndad 

e.nd balanced rlew of the world atratec:r which reeogniGed the 

pressing requirements or other t heatres a s well as the South 

Woet Pacitic area. 

3. I urged the ilaportance or concentrating • 1Up41rior D&Tel. 

force to Japan 1n t he P&c111c &De! the ntal iaport&nce of prorlding 

airer&.tt for the Australian Air Force Program:e and m.a1nta1ning 

United States Air !"one in tho South \Test Pacific arell at tho 

strength laid down. Finally in referring to the lllilitary aituation 

1n the Solo110n Islands and Now Cuinea, J expr eaaad the viow that 

rro.. t he up41ct ot grand atratec:r, the importance or inflicting a 

decieive defe&t on the enef111 ehould bo an agreed object1•• of the 

firet priority. 

A. I co,...nded to the a arne at consideration or yourself and 

your ldvieora the statement ot tho position in the South Woat Pacific 

eree as I aee it and the ntal neede for which prorlaion ehould bo 

made. S1nce then the C011110nweal.th Goverl'lliHint has aade • rerl- of 

the aanpower position and has oonaiderad a report by tho Coa.andor­

~hiet of the A .II .F , who 11 aleo Co~er of t he Allied Land P'orcea . 
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You are probab}J' aware that Geoeral Sir T"'-" Blaaay wu C-..der-it>­

Cbief or ~be A. I. F. 1n tbe 111ddle zut and rotUTned t.o Auatralia w1 tb part. 

of hie Forcee early this ;rear . He baa OO.n carxying out. a reoraanbation 

and rodiopoa1t1on or t.bo Australian Arrlr:! and aCtor a careful survey of 

tho situation hae advised t he Govern~~ent t hat an additional arQY Corps 

o.f throe dirlaiona is neceeury for tho defence of Australia ae a ba:~e 

under tbe exietinc conditione. 

5. For TOUT information tho present diatribQtion of the Aruy 1n 

Australia 181 

1 . New Guinea - 2 Divisions 

2. Northern Territory - l Division 

3. lleatorn Australia - 2 Dirls1ons 

4. let Arvy - 2 Diviaione (ooe 1n Townev1.l.a; one 1n South 

Queensland) . 

5. 2nd ArQY- 2 Divisions (Sydney Newcastle Kembla area) . 

6. In Now South Wales and Victoria the fir st and oeoond 

armoured divisions are being organiaed. A third a.rmourod 

dividon is to be organised. 

7. Two AMriean Divisions are with tbe Firat t..r..y 1n Queensland. 

6. Onder a roorgeniaation at present 1n band certain divisi ons will 

be roducod from a three Brigade to a two Brigade basis nnd thia will load 

to the reduction of a further eli vision. Tbu.s the total avillable &rQY 

will be on}J' eight Ioi'antr;r and two &riiOurecl divillions by the end of this 

year with a thircl areoured divieion baing prepared. 

7 . In an appreciation eubooitted by tbo Australian Chiefs o! Staff 

earl,y this year which was lotor endorsed by tha COIII:O&nder-i.JH:h1e! of tho 

South lleat Pacific area tbe Government was advised that twenty-five 

divisions are noces&I!TY for the defonco or Aus tralie it superior naval and 

a1r !oreea are not availoble. 

8 . or cne odl.J.ion five hWldrod and twenty-nino thoueand ... n between 

the &&•• ot eighteen and fcrty-tin, e1x hundred and eeYen tbouaand 

enlisted 1n tho fighting .forces o! •boa t orty-<tight t houaand are aerrlng 

l 
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over ... u . In eddit.ioo to the r..SueUoo ill tn~~~ber of fol'IIAtiona alne.¢1 

•entioned the Covorn.oot ia confronted with the proviaion of rein!orooDOnto 

tor oporatione LD tbe South ••-t. Pac1!1e area and for the aaintenance ot 
the IU.ntb Divbion in t be lliddle Eut. 

9 . The Co:llmf.Dder-111-Chiof of the Auotrall&n lliUtory Forces bu 

poisted out thet geocraphieaJ. rectors auch u loDi dioto.nceo betoeen localltiee 

and the laolc of cca.unieationa ill Auat.raJ.ia force to a dangerous deiJ'ee 

disperaion of atre~Jitb owilli t o tho diffi c ulty or t r ansferring large forr.ea 

rapidl.J. Purtber110re the apearheed of the oneJ~~T'a attack ie directed 

ag&inat tho 110st northern pointe INch os New Guinea and thia requirea 

considerable concentrations in the forward e.rea. Sbould the Unit.od Nations 

anffer naval lo. sea is the PacU'ic and tbereb7 be unable to drspo.oe their 

navel and &ir forcea is sufficient ot.rengtb to prevent an isvuion ot 
Austr8lia the Commander-in-Chief of t he Australien llilitery Forces considers 

that the Japanese wauld probably by- pass our ieolat.od northAtrn concontrat.ionB 

and attack naarer to the lll8.is eentr& of population is t he south. Ho 

considers our forces e.ro too t hinly spread t o Dcet such a contisgency 

and places the Cl.1niJoua otrengtb at three diviaiolltl """'" tbe.n we posaoea, 

l.ncludinc t wo Aeerican divisions in Australia. 

10. I n view of tbo report ed s trencth of the J apanese rorees 1.n tho 

Rabaul area and t he detenai.ned real.at&nee be1Di offered in !lew Cuisea there 

ia nery reason to beUe•e that they wlll attempt to oust our fo r ces frOlD 

Milne Bay and Port Moresby , ContinuoWI fightina is this rosion and incidence 

ot trnpical diseases will place a beavy strain on our Ulli ted stre~Jitb 1.n 

.luotralla without sOIH replacc:oent of forces wi thdrmrn tor service is 

Now Guinea. 

11. There i s aha the aaintenanee or the N1.ntb .l.J .P . Division at 

etl:'enctb in the lliddla llut. Tbe Governaent r ealises it 1• t..possible to 

withdraw tbio divisi on at t be present tiae t bougb under the situation outlined 

'1>7 the Coaan<~er-ili-Chiet and in •ccordanc. with the dec1aion for t he retli:m 

or the whole .l . I.F. to A11.1t.r&lia ite naed bore ia V"t· The deii&Dd tor 1100thly 

reinforcements at " intense ectivity• rate ic t wo thousand five hlllldrod and 

forty- tour 1 and t hia outflow cannot poeaibly be •t 1ndet1nitely without 
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s ome compensating inflow to Australia. It is appreciated however that 

i t would be bet t er to allow t his Di vision to remain in t he Middle East and 

meet the need for land forces in the South We s t Pacific Area b,y additional 

f orces from the U. S .A. 

12 . I shall theref ore be grateful if in the r eview of the situation 

in the South '1e s t Pacific Area which I have already put forward you will 

simultaneousl y consider thes e further observations on the need for an 

increase i n strength of the land forces in this region. 

)J . The additional requirements of the South \le st Pacifi c area to 

enable a decisive blow t o be s truck against Japan in this region are 

relatively small in r elati on to the resources of the United Nations and 

do not aPPear suf"ficient to have a vital influence in another theatre. On 

t he other band the results t hat can be a chieved, not only in this region 

but by advantages t hat would accrue to other theatr es are such t hat we feel 

a real opportunity to gain a definite ascendancy over t he ene~ is being 

missed. If nothing is done the Japanese will become more consolidated 

and the position will grow more difficult for off ensive action on our 

part. The enemy's capacity f or further aggressive action will have been 

strengthened and if exercis ed to t he full may have di.sastrous results for 

us. Finally, Mr. Churchill bas pledged the United Kingdom Government 

that if Austr alia i s heavily invaded they will cut their losses in the 

!lediterranean to come to our aid. The strengthening of the situation now 

wi ll act a s a deterrent to inva sion and preclude the possibility of having 

to fulfil this p ledge . 

Yours very sincerely, 

John Curtin • 
Regraded Unclassified
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llr. President, 

A usTRAL.IA,., L ltOATION, 

W ASt1 1NOTON , o . c . 

September lith, 19L.2 

With reference to the Australian Prime Minister's message 

to you of t odcy ' s dste, I have been requested by llr . Curtin to convey 

to you the following views which he bas expressed to Mr. Churchill 

r egarding the possibility of concentratin& in tho Pacifi c a superior 

Naval Fo.ree: -

"Dear llr . President, 

1. I have now received frnm Mr . Churchill a reply to the cable 

dsspatched to him on cooperation by the Eastern Fleet in the concentrati on 

of & superior Naval Force i n the Pacific which was repeated to you as 

Annex "A" to paragraph 6 of ~ recent mossage. 

2. Mr. Churchill gives reneona why in his view the possible 

transfer of Brit ish Naval Forces from the Indian Ocean to tba Pacific 

i s not yet opportune, and I desire to repeat for your information fUrther 

observat ions which I have despatched to him:-

(a) It is learnt with considerable surprise thnt there baa been 

a chAnge in t ho views notified on April 9th which contemplated a strategic 

offensive action in tho Pacific by the t ransfer of forces from t he Indi an 

Ocean t o t he Pacifi c when certain essential conditions had been fulfilled. 

(b) It would now appear that instead of the Eastern Fleet being 

built up to t he etr engtn necessary for this purpose , it i s being disposed 

in tnoatr es othe.r than the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

(c) If a superior Naval Force is not to be concentrated to inflict 

a decisive defeat on Japan and relieve Australia of the threat of invasion 

there is no alternative but to press for the lend and air strength 

neeessery for the local defence of tbe Commonwealth, tbe case being 

parallel to that referred to by you in paragraph 3 of your telagram 

reletivo to tho defence of Indian and other territ ories in the Indian Ocean. 
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I have addressed to the President and yourself ot;r representetiolla 

on air r aqu.ireiiiAinta . In a separate communication the need for 

additional land forces io dealt with . 

(d) Following will be recalled from the review of tho 

United Kingdom Chief of Staff on Australian Defence which wae 

t r ansmitted in :a. Bruce ' s cable of April 3rd:- A movement of 

the United States • main f leet into eastern Australian waters provides 

at present the onl,y sure moans of protecting eastern Australia and 

New Zealand, but the Unit ed Stat es ' f l eet cannot undertake to remain 

in Australi an waters indefinitely. The Allied aic should therefor e 

be to build up land, air and local naval forces in Aust r alia and Now 

Zealand to a point where they con stand wit hout tho imcediato support 

of the United States• fleot and can ensure that they will not be defeated 

before tbe United States• f l eet is able t o return to s ever the eneot;r ' s 

comunice.t ions with bar invading for ces. Wb1lst the security of t be 

line of co111111Unication to t he United State~ is of vital importance it 

is hoped t hat i t i s clear to those responsible f or grand str ategy that 

the interrupti on of this line is neither an essenti al preliminary nor 

even a necessarily desirable con.d1tion to a Japanes" a ssault on the main-

land of Australia if the local land and air defence strength is to remain 

at its present figure . 

(e) I f J apan succeeds in capturing Port Moresb,y , the way i s open 

to a direct attack on the mainland under cover of land- baeed aircraft 

which may well defY all navul uttampts to interrupt their line of 

communication and d1.slodge t bem. 

(f) In view of the possibility that an at t ack may bo launched against 

Western Australia by J apanese for ces f r om tho Netherlands East Indies, I 

would be glad to know t he views of the United Kingdom Chiefs of Staff 

on the contemplated s t rength of the Eastern Flaet e.s e. datarr .. nt to such 

an attack, and the possibility of its usa should such an attack eventuate 

hAving regard also to other conuni tments 1n the Indian Ocean . 

Yours vary eincereJv', 
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WAA DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF Of' STI\FF 
WMHIHC:TOH 

Sopt.aber ;~ , 191.2. 

Jll:M>RAIID1DI JIOR Tm; PR!SlDDiT : 

Tbo following ueaa o troa General Mac!rtlmr na received 

on August 30th• 

•Wi th the p-ea test reluctance and only im~ed br the 
gravest aonee or d>n71 1 wish to invito attention to the acute 
dallger whlch 1a rapidl,y dovaloping in tho Pacitic ~.aatro . 

tha sit'..stion here baa d.rasticsl.]J chan~ad during tna laat 
two coonths . !larned b;r his dtteats in the Solo;oons the onu;:r 
hea ds!initel.Jr abandoned any presa.~t intent of strild.ng in 
Siberia, baa slackened his efforts in China, is thinning his 
forces in tho paci fied occupied ~onee and is •oving the cen-
ter or vavity o! his forcu in this general direction . Hie 
ao.in battle front is now de!initel:r in the South and Southwest 
Pacific areas . His potential - air, aaa ancl land - ia incrassinc 
and hie NlatiT& strencth is rapidl;r £rOwing greater than the 
Allied potentbl in thaso ar ... • . 

•t comprehend entirel:r tho stratoQ that has been out­
lined, &181GJ1ing pr<Jannt nasion• as holding ones to enable 
concentration• to be -d• ols.,..hero . It 1a fimds•ontal, how­
ever, that holding areas .uat haYe suCCiciant !orcea actuall:r 
to hold ano that the atrongth of hold1n6 forces, with tho in1-

tiet1YO in tho enOliQ''• banda, """ be dotor.ined onl;r b:r a con­
stentl.Jr cb&nsing accura to appraisal cr tho en""'Y ' • powsr . An 

arbitrary predetermined figure of strencth will not onsuro ...Ce­
ty . Unlus the strategic situation 11 conste.nt].y ,.eviowad in 
tha light of en""7 current pctentiali tioa in -r.be Pacific and 
unless JOOYU aro udo to -t cbnnling conditior.s, a diaaetrous 
outcoao ia hoUDd w N.ul't. within a short tiae . 'lith tho enen:r 
forcee increasing and hia concentrstione being effected it is 

no longer a qusstion hero of prepsrinl a projected ottoneive. 

"Unloes additional tlaval forces , either American or 
British, a.ro concentrotod in the Pacific and unless otopa are 
teken to atcb the heoY;r air and groun~ forces tho en01111 is 

assoablinc to leunch, 1 predict """ dOYalop.ent within a 

i 
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r ea&olabl.o period of ~ilao of a sitU4tion siJoil&r to thos e 
which produced the dieaeters that have successively over­
whelmed our forces in tho Pacific since the beginning of 
tho war . 

•I beg of you most earnestly to have this momentous 
que&tion r eviewed by the President end the Chiefs of Staff 
lest it become too late . • 

In r eply I sent General llacArthur the following message 
on August 31st: 

•~:our C J81 August JOth """ read and discussed by me 
with tha President last night . It bas bsen furnished tbe 
Q. S . Chiafs of Staff and will be formally considered by the~ . 
Your concern is entir ely appreciat ed here I think . 

"The t rends and possibilities in the Pacific have been 
carefully weighed and r eweighed in connection w1 th r ecent 
decisions involving world wide strategy which were aade on 
the highest level. You have recently been 1nfot'l!1Gd of re­
inforcements, ground and air , ,..·hieh are en route or aro being 
prepored for the Pacific and Soutbwost Pacific areas . King 
bas directed tlle r eturn of Southwest Pacific Area Naval unito 
to you. Every emphasis will be placed on uninterrupted flow 
of air r eplacements to these areas. 

"The defense of the Pacific areas porticularly in air 
and Naval matters will depend to a large degree upon the 
closeness of the cooperation and coordination of the f orces 
now available to you, Nimito and Ghormley. • 

Yesterday, September 1st, tbe foregoing meseage f rom 
Ceneral uacArthur was f ormally considered by the U. S. Chiefa of 
Staff and tho entire matter is being carefully studied by tho 
u.s . Joint Planning Collllllittee for t he Chiafs of Staff . 

I might add that General Arnold has sear ched every avail­
able resource to provide additional planes, crewe and air units for 
the South Pac1.!'ic theater . We bevo moved ground troops to t ha West. 

- 2 - S ECRE t 
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Coast tor transportation to the South Pac1Cic as rnpidly u 
transports becoco avaUable . An additional Infantry division 
aa.Us tor that thMtar at varying datu during Septeaber . At 
indicstad in tha foregoing measaao troa •• to llacArtbur, Ad­
lliral Kini t wo daTa ago diroctad Adlliral Chor:aley to return 
the .lustro.li&n !laYal. contingent to Auat.ral1an watars. 

- J - SECRET 
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OfTIC& OF THE COMMAND&R IN CHJ&F 
UN1'1'1:1) STATES n.a:T _......,_ 

Dolo iucuat 27, 1942 

Inan\lcb u Captain l cCrea 1a out of town atteodlng 

the launcb1o& of the IO!IA, th.l.e paper 1e forwarded to 

rou direct. 

Vor,y reapeotfull7, 

£~~ 0 . B. LAliiW. 
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S6GRET let HoratMpt oa 
Co.aorac .h.a &114 
IOPac force Al&-3(3) 
S.rlal 0053 4&to4 

hOIIJ 
!o 1 

1s .Aucut le4a. 
c-ur 1n Chld', t7l>ito4 St.teo .Paolflo noot. 
Co ""or la Chlef, lh>ite4 lt.teo n .. t. 

M,lootl .Proll111U1'7 lleport - Solo110n Iolen4o Operation. 

1, !be prellalnar7 ..-port of \be SOtOim lSLdDS apera\loo lo fonoarde4 vlthOilt 4alqiJ>c for tuU analTolo, !be '"'htall4lnc foaturoa are tba oxeollonoe of tho ~~pproach &114 lnltlal operation• acainet otronc ohore all4 alr rooiotance, tba little 4amage lneurre4 froa Wp ocalo enew:r alr aUaclto, aA4. craz larp looaeo Oll tho l>ight of 8 Mlcut vbR tba J~~pce .. 4ellT8re4 tholr hlcl>l7 ouceeoatlll l>ipt 
nrtae• at tack. 

2. h lo J>Ot pooolbh fro" thlo corrupon4enco and .U~atehao prerlO'U~ r-lnd to aeloo a 4eta1la4 at~ of \be SOLOMOJ lSL.UPS operation vlth ooapleto narratl•• all4 oonolual ono. lt ~~ppeare, howo•er, that tba ennh u related hereafter ooaworad. 

••penu - fflr'PI m Leyptm 7 ADitrft 
All u ... z.. ... - ll~ 

:s. Bannc ooaplehd pr.paratlou, lllclu41nc lan.Unc e:urch11 ill \be riJl liLAIDB, all4 th& coactDtratiOJI of \be larp lltlllber of ul>i h lnYolYad i n !uk force 62, !.oar J4airal !'ctrnar on tho Dlcht of 6 Aupat 
~~pproacba4 tba !0%.»1 .Voa froa tbe o0'4th &114 wet. .Apparent~ both prepara\lone aA4. tho ~~pproach vera oo wll conoealo4 that tho monaent vaa a ooaphto 1111l'prleo, Wich h a notable achloYI•nt for a foree of thle ehe laYolrlnc tho concllltrallon of troope, ehlpo and aatorial froa vl4eoprae4 placee. 

4. !be ~~pproach from the eouth on 5 .Auc'Git, up tho .. rl.Uan 1159 out, vaa thrwch bad. watbar Wieh hlll4ero4 air opera\loaa b7 bot h aldie . for\'aJI&t~, Oil th& l>icht of 6 .Auc'Git, tho vaa\lla' cleared, peraUtinc a Jl&rlptloDal fh, all4 tb. foroo pr ooee4ed betwon msatJ. all4 OU.&I>.t.LC.tJLU. liLAJDB to taka tho IDIIII!r from tb. flaclt all4 rear. 
!ba ~~pproach vaa IUidetooted, thwch th& Japan• .. ha4 ra4ar oql>ipunt &&bore. 
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SF&RET 
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5. J.t 061.0 (-U). 7 .folc'a.at, tu ocrooDinc tore• eo_,ced 
boa~ 'booobardaoat, ooor41aato4 vi th 'booob1nc and otrat1nc 'b7 carrier 
plaaoo, ot tbo !t!LJGJ - OU.ADALO.UAL .a.r.a. '!he oal.T nooel preoont, 
a eatJ.l eehooner, and 18 eoi!Pl&aee wre eualc, Moet ot tu ehoro 
dotoaooe voro e1lon .. d b7 tho ottocti• o boabardaent. 

6, J.tter tu ehtJ.low -tore ha4 been owept tor ainoo, 
lan41JIDI bec&n at O?:tJ 1n tbo !llt.WJ J.roa and at 0910 on Gt!.ADJLOdAL, 
6 aUoo out ot LtllRU. POIJ'f, Oppoo1t1on to tbo landinc wu ol1&)1t 1D 
-t placoo. !hero wu nooo 011 OO.ADJLO.IJUL, wboro boato obuttlod about 
10,000 - aohoro 4Dr1n& tbo 4&7. J. larp IIIUI'ber wre tJ.oo lan4o4 
oo ftJUOJ ~t l1&)1t roobtaneo. J.tter tbo 1n1Ual cou.tu.eion, tbo 
JI!Panooo on f!IJ.AOI roco.orod and tO\I&ht etoutl)'. J.t ni&)lttall tbt7 otill 
bold about o.,...titth ot tho bland. 

7. IIALJ.'fO on J'J.OWJ. Ioland toll vi th no oppoe1 U on. cu.voro 
wu aloo CI!Pt"o.red; 'lint tbo torcoa attacldnc f.AIJ.l(BO(l() wore ropnlud 
with ua~ loooeo. h 1a not clear W.thor th1o bland rocoh'04 boa~ 
b-'bar«aet and cont~d to 'bo 'boa'bardod durlnc tho actual attoDpt 
at hnd!q, llor do prooant recordo reYoal Ybetbor tho bo11'bardnont wu 
nopoato4 atter tho tiret attack ha4 tailed. lroa 4oepatcboe 1\ I!P])O&ro 
tbot tbo hlan4 waa taken d11rinc tho ni&)lt or oarl7 tu tollowinc morninc. 

B. Joth botoro and on tho 4&7 of tho attack Bl7 1 a ho11 tho 
Soutbwoot lacifie Coaaend and tho Bl71 e and latrol planoa under c_.,.,.,or South lacitic wro ollplO)'ed 1D acoutlnc and oearcb. Soa-­
plaaoa oporat1nc tron tondora at ~ Clii1Z and IUI..U'l'A puaho4 tbt 
aroa of ooareh to tbo north in tho SOI.OMOllS, Eeo~ 'bom'bero trOll tbo 
Soutbwoet lacitic C-d ll&4o attock:a on Jllt)aaeoo oh1pa and 'buoa 
incl'll41.nc W.QJl., 

9. '1'ho tirot '"'lilY counter-attack, other than tho ticbtinc 
e.ehoro, wu fro11 25 tT])o 97 hoa'17 bom'bero whie.b at 1520 paaud o•or 
tho landiq aroa, tJ.titw 8,000 toot. So•eral dropped 'boa'be; 110 h1te. 
Moot 41d aot rolouo, conUoDinc in .. arch of O'Qr carrioro. ""U­
aircratt tiro froa tho ah1p e ehot down 2 and llaaapd 2 ot the 'bo11boro . 
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It vu reported that 2 were later ohot dOVD b7 carrier :!'i&hhn. ~ 
'boa'boro did not !1114 our carrion. It h not e>lear whether o.r not w 
he4 :!'1Chtoro at the tl.. OYer the tr~port area. 

10. Soon otter 1600 the next attack ...-, thio ti• dollTOred 
liT 10 tn>e 99 diTe boa'bore. !'heir boabl~~g vu little better thaD that 
ot the firat croup. ~ II!GJOliD roceind on. 250 pound hit that re­
nl tod in coneiderablo "'-• aDd lo01 of abaut 20 ••n but loft her 
otlll capable of operatin&• Ship aDtiairora:!'t ~ ohot dovn 2 of 
the pla~~eo. 

11. Durin& .,.rioua ,_. .... to between our carrier plaDeo 
and the J~q>&Deao bollbon, .. nre.l o:!' our :!'i&htoro were ahot d""" u well 
u ou 1111]), It h not known at t hh tiM hov &alQ' _.., plaua the 
fi&ht•n accOUDtod :!'or, 'bl:lt tho DUIIbor h probablT eonalderablo Jud&iiiC 
fro• preTioua battloa. Japan••• ohoro aDtiaireratt fire did not bring 
down aJl7 o:!' our plauo. 

12. '!'he :!'irat c1q vu ill our :!'aTar. .lbont 10,900 ID&D had 
l&llded on OUADJLCAIAL alOD& a 3 milo beach f ront and had panetrated 
inland a al.lo and one-hal:!'. I.oealloM on J'I.OBIDA lalaDd had boon 
oeoupl-.1. OAVUW and 1101t o:!' m.&GI were in our haDb. Onlt at 
!UI.&JIBOGO had ,. been npulaed. 

l3. Yo had ou:!'fored moderato loaooo in men and aome planoo; 
the MtlOJOliD had bean daaapd. ln•~~r looooa had boon ara.eh higher both 
in Mn and 1D planeo, u wll aa in larp quantitloe o:!' a1>pplioo and in 
nrrell4or of poalt1ono. '!'he adTantap o:!' t he offonaln vao again 
do11onotrated. Ae t ho co~~~ma~~dor of t he llarineo ln the oe oporationa 
atated to hh •n, 1God !&Toro t ho bold and atron& o:!' heart•. 

8 JDGVS!. DAI OPIRA:IOIS. 

14, Unloadin& eontil>iled duriJIC the nie;ht at OO.ADAI.C.AIUI. 
10 thet liT IIOrniJI& the 'beach vu oor1oualt eonpo\MJ banTer , vi thout 
0111 ill offocto Iince •llllr rnhtanco vao wale. '!'he en-.r air attacb 
1D tho !IJL.tll area he4 ouftlciontlt dioruptod aur plano ao t hat onl7 
lillited .-ounto o:!' 01Zpplioo and equipment vero aohoro. Much of vhat 
vao nee4od he4 not boon unloaded, 
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15. looa attar 1100 infor.atioo vao reeei•od that a lar~ 

INilbar of plaooo ha4 boon tlchted by a aaut vatcher flylog oootheut 
ner BOOG~. J.l>out 110011 Ule)' arri•od, oo• 40 or •ore tvill 
ez>«ioed torpedo phiUio ovoopiog i ll at lov ahi tu4.o from behind rLOIIID.A. 
Iol~. 

16. !be varninc f r oa thlo cout vatober vao of the croatoot Yal..,.. Oo receipt of lt , the traoopart croup aD4 o""oo cot UD4er ~ 
a1l4 vore at ..n- opeed vbeo the J opaaeoo attacked. So ottoct1Yol1 
Vlre 0111' ahlpo II&U1lYerad aD4 foocht that ool7 tvo ahlpo ... ro 4aJia&'od. 
!be J.A.B.Tll vu h1 t torvard b7 a torpo4o aod nrr aariOUJOlJ' i oJuro4 but 
vao able otill to operat e Ull4er her ovo poVIr. .A. t orpedo plaoo crube4 
loto tbo traooport JlJ.l~ otartiog a ti ro that ulti~~&taly cot oot ot 
control oo that ohe ha4 to be torpedoed. .A.o i n pre•iouo actlooo, t iro 
vu one of our 1101 t 4allcerooo onemita. 

17. Ot the 40 attacldq plaoeo, t vohe vore ohot dovo 111 
the rici .lll ty ot the ohlpo b7 aotialrcratt caofire ao4 flghtero; the 
ahore batterlll acc01111ted tor tvo 110ra . It h beliend that our 
ticbtera to tbo wootvard doatr071d othlra at a total coat to thameel •ea 
of 7 plaoea. 

18. 'l'bero vaa aoother alr raid alar& lo. the afteroooo but 
110 attack tollowod. Attar baing aubJectod for tvc da71 to all the air 
po...r tbo Japa11aoe could lmmodiately -..tor, oor torcea had wutforod 
only light looaoo. 

111. .A. o...-ry of our looooa aD4 ~CO lo. ohlpa aD4 '{)laoeo 
b7 aundovo of tho aocolld day, 8 ~at, io aa tollovo1 

JlJ.lO!'! ('fraooport) - D .. troyo4 b7 fire aD4 0111' 

torpodooa. 

18 cart1or tie}>tero - Loot 1D the 2 ~ operatlooo. 

1 oarrhr SBD - Loot ill the 2 4a:ll oporaUona. 

(Plaoe loooea are ootimatoo froa boot i~ormation oov 
a•ailablo) 

I 
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19. (aont 1 c!.) 

l .&anl (llll) 

ICOOJ'O!m (llD) 

PAM'PP 

- S.rl oual,y in,tar~ b7 torpac!.a hit 
torvarc!.. .lhle to v-4 tu>Aer 
OVI1 p011Mr. 

- Cona14orablo alnor ~ tram boab 
hit. Still aperatinc. 

:!0. b:eept tor \bo toroflOlnc lntorraptlou , tulloa41ac proeoo4ec!. durlnc the 4q aa4 part ot the nlpt. On GOA!l.ALC.&I.U. the eontrolloc!. area ..... lnoroaooc!. to incl'll4o tho air tlol4. llliiQ' toreoo \bore bad aoutoro4 Ull4er bo-'iac an4 ~~>Atlro ao t bet onl,y •iDor roahtaneo vao otill oneowo­
tor~. !UI.AOl u4 'I'AI•KBOOO bad boon cl!pt'IIHd with - lndlncln&l acts ot berola apinot onlpon &D4 J "Panoao troopo holdlac ""' ln U•atona eaToa. fotal Japanoao cuualtloa in the 'l't!LAOI aroa approacbec!. 1,000, 

21. During the 4q l!li!Dlf !110 a1noc!. IC.LUII.I.SIU Jlattw7, IULAif.t. Ial&lld, to bar 0111 approach to the anchorage hinc uo~ b7 \bo IIACUIJC. 

22. .t.t 1807 oo_,.a.r full: J'oreo &l aont a 4eepatch to Oo-..Mer SaQth Paei~io atating t hat the carrier tighter atrongth bad been ro4ueo4 t'roa 99 to 78, that "'-l wu rtu>nlng low, &D4 t hat bocan.o ot the l&r&'l a ar ot ..... torp~o and bolibiDg planet ln the nelnlt:r be roeo~~a~n4o4 s.-dla•• wUbdr&val of earriora, !hit ""' apprond b:r Oo-..nc!.er s.,.th Paeific 081141. 

23. leeonnahaanco on the 8t h "PP&&'Ontl:r !ailed to track the 
11111111 force wboao 112'7 p.,.ltlon tbet 4q vu later reported b7 Me.l ­bwrno radlo. fbi l&tter ot&tlon at 1831 oont & •u.ago atatlng that at 11.2'7 ln the IIOrnlnli: 3 oruit~ra, 3 4eatr..,..ra, and two oaapla111 te114era or ~~>Aboah vore ln laUt'ade 05-49 S, loACitu4o 156-07 J, 
011 COIU'II 12(), lpOid 15, Juot be!Oro aldnipt 0.,_4er 2'atk J'orOI 62 oont a M oaago to Oolll:l&llder J.iroratt, SO'Ilth l'aei t1c eatlaatlng that thia Ioree a1pt operate torpo4o planoa !rooa l!BU.t. li.U, Suta Ioabol hla114, aD4 roeo-u.d that otrong air 4otaebaeate otrlko there nut lOO=inc. Apparentl,y thio vu tbo eno-:r !oreo that later tbet nlcht ao euoaeaatull:r &ttaeked our acrooning oruiooro an4 dea t ro:rera near UYO hlaad.. 

i 
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34.. J'orc .. ware dhpo .. d tb1o lli&ht aa ohovn iD onrla:r 
ace~ac bulc repol't. Orlli .. ro aD4 d.utrqen vera 41-rlded lato .. nral croapa aD4 two dutr..,..re vere ataUoned on r34&1' patrol t o vee tvard ot UYO Iol&D4. 

25. At ~ tiM :uu>B !JI.IO!, patrolliac to tiM north ot UYO lal&D4, alptad a crlliur pl.,.. lov oYer the hlaad ~lac eaot. It wu reported 1-"'late!T on DO M4 !liS. S.-raral ab1po heard tiM 
report, inclu41Jic tiM l!l.lll. !he latter plc:Qd 'liP thol plaae b7 radar M4 holard the aactnae, u 41d the ~lOT. '1'he report b7 lWol'I! TJI.IO! and later by l!l.lll 41d not ce t throach to Oo-....Aer !aolc J'oree 62. 

26. !1M two &r"''IP• ot crllieere oU UYO vera ataaatnc aro=d 
·~·· 5 a1lea oo the dde, in col- at 10 to 12.5 lcoote. laeh cruiaer CI'"''IP had 3 deatro7are, one on each bov of leadiac ahlp at 1500 7arda. 

71. At 0140 3.&.0I.1T oo otarboar4 bov ot OAID!!U a1pto4 
111lideaUt1o4 ahlpa clooe aboard ol1ptl7 to port. !1M deotrorer awnc to flro torpo4ou '1:111t conld not set primer• 1Doerto4 1D u •. 
SlM later Urad torpedou at lltlCh l ooser ra~~«e vlthout roaul h . Sbe puoed the .,.. at u;oo to 2000 7arde aod ldentltled thea aa 2 
.&.SIIIGjJU. C.l M4 2 !lltl!D aL. C eMer !aal< J'orce 62 in hie aortal 0034 ot AQcut 12, lt~ reporto4 tbe probable prueoce of 3 .Tep.,..u cruiun am 4 deatr07"ro . Oo-....der South Pacific J'~rco 1D the 
buio oorreapondonoo eetl .. t od tho\ the ene~ force conolatod ot 
3 C.&., 2 aL aD4 5 DD. 

28. At 0146 tiM P.uoBIISOI oo port bov of C.ADIIII.&. alto alpted the to,..tloo. lUber aha or the lUOI.Il' aent a varnlnt; aiiJI&l 
vhlch wu not rocalnd 'b7 Oo....,der !l'aak J'orco 62, '1:111t neither ab1p 
tired a ""' or roc:Qt or turned a aoarchli&ht on the OUJQ' ab1pa. Conaaquntl7, the ·~ ataaai~~~; at hl&h opeed ha4 all the a4Yantace. Hia ab1pa vera tull7 prepared and roadT to open tiro inat011tl7. Our tore .. vere procae41ac aC alov apead. &114 not at CloJJeral ~tore. 
fbo7 ware aurpriaed b7 the contact and vere 'brou&bt under !ira betoro thaT had time to cot tull,y road.7. !ho oreva had 'been undar the atra1o of actin operaUona in rapport vt OUl' lan41ac- tor tho procedl~~~; 48 haara, and he4 nnd.ouhtM17 been oporaUac 'Omdor conditiooo ot atrain 
OTer ainco lean~~~; the Yic1D1t7 of t he J'lJ1'a. 

29. At 01~160 the .Tapanou oponod. t iro vlth -.in battor7 &114 torpodou at ab011t 3000 7arda or leu froa C•DI!!R• &114 CBIC.IOO, 
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the la\tor returning the fire a t once. ~ Japaneoe concentrated their 
fire on the OjJI'BDliA end hit with en earl:r oaho, cauaing a hea't7 tire 
aft. Anotbar hit followed on the brid&e, end a torpedo otruck l n the 
boiler roo .. , cenaiq lo01 of power. !!'he lxeeutt ... Officer of thit ohip 
ootima\oo that the r.nse wa. UDder a aile aad that the ohip r e ceiYed 
24 hi ta vi thin a ainute , all before hie CWI turreh could be trained 
on t he 1111110'. Cl!.IC.AGO wao hit in the bov 'by a torpedo. In three or 
fwr ainutao the craioero of the a onther:n dirtoion were badly ~. 

30. 'fbe HILH otatea that gunfire wao oboerYOd at 0145, but tba 
mODUs croap of oraioero continud on the leg of t he oquaro the:r were 
thell following, on otaad;r couroe of 315, opeed 10 lr:nota, later increaoed 
to 15. '!'he Cl'111oero oonnded general quartero about thie u- but ota­
tione were not tull;r manned when the oneiiQ' croadng from the port quarter 
1ll1llll1llated with ooarchlighto end opened fire, obtaining both a• end 
5° hi to on all three of our cruh ero. VIIIOIIIIIJIS · reporto being hit 
"l.nml.mer o.ble u .. o• , p ower end .1. • .1.. directoro going out yery earl;r . 
fba other oraioero had oimilar oxpuieneea, 

31. Onr oruioe:re got oome hito on the Japenooe o.t thio tU. , 
though not ...,.,, liriJic ceaoed, but wao ree11J11ed at abont 0210 when 
the Jap~.~~~oe formation, paooing out to oea 3-3000 yardo to the nort b­
eaa\. ree~d. 

32. Short ly &fter tho action atarted, TIIOIH!IS ordered her 
two ocreantng dootro;roro, I!ILM and WILSOI, to &tto.cll:. .l.t oomo t1me 
between 0210 and 0217 ao t he Japaneoe force retired to the weotward, 
the IUI.PR 'I'J.I.BO! vao 1llua1ne.ted and fired on 'by IMndlr thipo, 
probo.bly I!ILM and VILSOI. One proJectile otrucll: ~m~~ber one torpedo 
tube , ld.lllng two .., and dioabllng the tube. lire ceaood when her 
identity wa. eotabllthed by !BS. '!'he f.I.I.BO! wao ~oequentl:r hit 
and b&dl;r damaged 'by Japeneoe gunfire , but wao able to tire 4 tor­
pedoeo , one of which may haTe hit. 

33. l!ot h ~urcr end T.IIICDIIIS were oo badl:r holed that 
they tank vi thin an hour of bdng hit. .ASTOlll.l. burned t hroughaa.t 
the night and deopl to Tallant tire fighting 'by part of her erev 
taU: t ho next dar at noon. CADml burned and vaa ounk b;r d ... 
etro;rer t orpedoeo &bout 0830 on the ntn th. 
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34. lpecial incel141al'7 ehelle 11a7 haTI bun tired by the J~~puue , 'but tha 'bunUnc 1&r~~pent 1 tr~~CMJ~.h refured to 1n tha q:J!ICT report 11a7 han b .. n tr~tl of exploehe froa a low oM.er detonaUon. !be lnteaee eearinc 11 ... froa a K. I. p r oJectile 'buretinc inoi de a eb1p baa fev i t u;r •qual• in llttinc firu vUb1n confined epao ... 

gpmpz IJPfS 

115. !.eporte on eubeequant ITiftte are eo •acer th&C be7011A an 11\t.&hd w \line no eff ort cu be aa4e to cOYer \hea a t tble u ... !aalt J'or~ 61 departed to tu.l durlnc the night of tbo eich\b-ninth. !be ~ etrildnc force cot avt~T vi thout beinc ..-~. !be J~~pan .. • ~ar t o han expeiiAed their anerg teaporar117, u no force of 
i~~portanca, aerial or IUl'!aca , appeered oft !III.AOI for the next 11nral 

~·· 
36. U ter cont 1nn1nc unloadinc d'llrlll& meet of ~light of tba ninth, \he traneporte re ti.r ed in tvo groupe. one l ate in tba afternoon aliA tbo other earl7 l n tbo neninc. rh17 ... re IICOl'ted by the cOIIbat&Dt UD.lte. J.t.aTU, badl7 ~14. had departed durlnc tbe nipt of the eipth, alued her eecort, aliA baa not been heard trom e lnce. 

37. Total pert onne1 lett on 011.All.ALCAI.Uo ,. .. , 10, 900 vUh 
eOMtll.lnc acre \han 3 UJ>.i te of fire. 'lhe prrilon for the f'tll.AGI­n.aRIJ)A area vu 6100 vi th nearl7 5 un1 t e ef fire. 

311 . On tbo ninth, attn CJ.IBIIUU had bun aball4o~>e4, SILJ'lUDGI fired 4 torpedo .. a t her to expedite her olnkinc. All wre fitted vi t h JIBCI'eUc exp1odue. !be firat exploded under tha crn1eer1 e b...,, 'lhe other three, fired at r&AC~• froa 1900 to 1300 7arde, with dept h aet­t inc• of 24 to 10 t11t, paa11d under without exp1o41nc, thouc.'l one did explode 5000 7arde be;ro11d. It h urpnt that thia be re•dled u eoon aa poedble. 

CO!!!CQU 

39. !aad on t bo accC71111tl at han4, vhich are trapent&r7 exoqt for \he falrl7 tull acCC71111t of tba nipt •nce«e•nt off SAYO Iel ud, the toll...tn& co-t coneerninc Vatcbtowr OperaUou up to darklleee on 8 !ugllat it i n order: 

(a) Preparation, approach, bcabardmut aliA 1an41nc wre 
thoroacb aliA w 11 con4ucted. 

(b) Pe rforaanoe of troopt aa4 of ahipt' pertonne1 UDder fire wu excellent. 
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co!O!D!fS ( Oollt I d) 

(c) .All t~ 1&114 'baaod alr t~ Jtll)&IIOOO could 11\lator 

c:a~Uod wr forcoo 11\tlo daa.o&e, altho'Q&h our flptor 

oupport had to CODO troa our carrioro ab~t 75 ailoo 

diot&llt. 

40. hcopt tor t~ llipt act1011 o!f SAYO Iol&D4 which re-

oultod il1 ouch ~ • ..,. loeooo to our crulooro, wr oporaUo11o up to 

that tlao had proooedod aa oath1'aot orU7 ao could 'be expected. In 

the lliCbt action t~ Jtq)&IIOoe !orca acted 'boldly and achioTod a croat 

oucceu. Ha4. \~7 procoodod tow.rdo t~ tronopcrt aroao attar t~ir 

action with TIJ:ODUS, ~IJOY, ond J.S'!ORl.A. their boUno u a1pt haTo 

7ieldod OTOJl croater rooulto, 

U. !l'bt oUIIT ill tb8 SAVO action had t~ adn11tar or IDOldllc 

t~ attack. S. lalov the general area i n which our torceo would 'bo 

found. Blo crovo wro proo,...'bl7 frooh &114 alert, v~roao our erovo 

had had about tortr-olpt houro actin oporntlono in .vpporl ot tho 

la~~d111p , wl th t~ proopoct ot more to follow on the next ~. Our 

torcoo wro on t~ dofonah·o &114 oo....,hot dioperoed to eCTor t~ 

\YO traMpOrt croupo. fbe ener:;:r YU COI1Contratod, l!e Jmey that 

enr,. ohip ~ tav vaa &II "'"liT. 
42. It 1o perhtq)o proMturo and unfair to attetll)t a crlt­

lcol anal,.do ot tha llipt action ott S.t.TO Iol&D4 at t~ prooet 

tilDe vith tho N&rr lutor~~atlan aYalla'blo, but on~ lo lalovn nov 

t o warr&llt t~ queotlono ralood in tho follovine pt.rOC"opho vhlc.h 

tha Co nAer South l'aeltlc Jorco, 'b7 cap7 of thio ondorooaent , l o 

requ01tod to clear up ill hio 1'1nal report on tho Vatchtovor oporatlano. 

43. !ho ol.U tanoou. departure ot all the carrier taok toreeo 

tor fUel on tbot llipt ot 8-9 .Aaguat vaa o:oot unfor tunate bocauoo lt 

loft the unloadin& ~~ and .U:o vithout alr CCTtr, !hio, 110 doubt , wao 

.,. lolport&llt lt not docldinc !act or ill tho dociol ol1 t o v1. tb4r&v tho 

~. 011d .AXo 'bot oro tho7 had c~e tad tbot unloadiac ot t~ir all 

l~~portant var aatorialo and f ood .vpplloo, lfao lt practicable to 

fuel ono carrier took force at a tlDt, loaYinc two aYallablo tor 

.upport ot tho oporationof 

44. !ho abooneo ot all tho curler taok torcet on t~ 

IIOrnillC of t~ 9th ponolttod the ent1117 to IIOice a olean ptav&T 

-9-
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.ADO 23 1942 

Preliminary Report - Solomon leland& Operation. 

- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -
vt thov.' beiJIC nbJect.d to carrier air attack durlJIC tlw earl)' da,rlicht 
how-1 of that da,r. Yu tt poui ble and practicable f or ncb attacb 
to be ad.e 'b)' our ehore ba .. d planet t 

45. !!. loJl8 delq betveen the ot&htill& of tho oneliO' aVildll& 
fore. a \ 1127 em 8 .t.apat and the origln of the Kelbov.rne ra41o doopatch 

a\ 1811 wu un.!ortllll&te. !h. turtlwr delq in \he receipt of thh 
iDfonoaUon 'b)' Ooawldor ~a.olt force 62 tn the oriUcel area 11 abo 
un.!ortW~&te. Chart plot of thh infon~ation indicatu that at aoderate 

.pee de 1t wae vt thin tba ce:pac1 t;r of the ene1111 to roa.ch the UVO It laM 

area 4ur1Jl& darlr:neu of that nit)\t to delt nr aurfaeo attacke. 

46. The infor~~&Uon referred to in preceding paracreph h 
belin-.1 to ban reachad CoiiiO&Ilder faak Foree 62 at lea.ot tvo houra 
before tba attaelt arriTod. Yu th1e tnfor .. tion glTon to the eereen­
ing forcee , and vat conaidaration £1Ten to tba poea1bil1t;r and pro'b­
abilit;r of a .urface attaelt that n1ght t 

47. An unidentifted plane vaa reported by Toeaele in tlw 
UTO laland area ebortl;r before atdnl.!;bt on 8 .t.ucnat. What t1CJ11f­
icanoe .,.. attaclwd t o th1a infol"llatlon and hov did tt affec t the 
rea.dinelt for action of tba reporU.Jl& na .. l d 

48. Badal' .. arch nuelt vere etat1oned tn the eppro,.ehaa 
t o the paaea&ee on ei thor oide of SJ.VO l ela.ad. Yore r&d&r operating 
coD4i ttone eufficientl)' faYora'ble vi th r elation to eurraundtJl& hlende 

t o varrant c011plete reliance on thie -tbod of detecti~~& .,....,. epproach! 

49. Crui"r graape acr11ned 'b7 dutr07ere vere etatloned 
in the patell«"• on either tide of SJ.VO lala.ad. 'i'aldnt: into couideration 
the radar quution rahed in preceding pareuaph, the fatigue of 
pereonnel and the e:eograph1oel feature• of the area, vae the but 
uu ll&4e of tlw &Yail&bla cru1aero end daatro;rere i .n guardiJl& ae;&inat 
nip t nrt a.ce attaelt:o t 

fiO. J.panooe are -.at·ere of a~~pbibioue varfare. 'l'be;r haYe 
daaonotra.ted their ab111t;r to land large bodiu of ""n and ll&teriela 
on open baaeheo vttb no facilitiee other than thole br aucht vtth them. 

In the battle of SATO l oland t he;r baYo prOYed their ability and 
ce:pactt;r 1n nit:ht acUon. They han doaonotrate4 ae:&in that an inferior 
naTal !orca lead vttb boldnooe and roeoluti on can undertak» ntpt 
attaclc ae:&iDat tnlptrior D&Vel fOrCe vi th COod proopeCta Of t UC:CIU, 

It h to be hoped that ve vtll profit 'b)' \holr eXBJ:pla C>d in tba 
future turn ae:aiut them the huone tba;r baYI oo abl:r taut;bt ua. 

Oop;r toa 
0-opac 
cu 61.. 62, 63 

1•1 0, Y. ~IHITZ. 

l . 
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SECRET 

• 
T H E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G T O N 

August 24 , 1942 . 

IID.tORANWIA FOR 

Til!: !'RESIDENT 

The attached papers were shoom t.o 

Ad~r~l Leahy ("No commentw) , General uarahall 

( wn t e a Nuy uod ertaJtin8 ~ ) , and Adlliral lting 

(WUnless the President directs otherwise I 

shall continue t o restrict int"ormati¢n r a 

ailitary operations to those who need to kno~.w ) 

V~ respectfUlly, 

;:;""-- w. " c'"" ... -·-

J'ORN L. !IcC REA 

' " L aoATION, 

l,. t N CTO N , D. C. 
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ZJ, 

Aussies in Dark 
On Progress of 
Solomons Battle 

News of Island 

Solomons Lull 
Attributed 
To Monsoon 

Sea Struggle May 

Flare at Any Mo ment 
Campaign Neve r "' QUENTIN rorE I ~ 
Released in Dominion WELLJ:NOTOt:, ~" .. l.eala.nel,l 

:u fDtlayedt fC."r.PS.l.-Tm J 

l'l.r E. R- NOO&RI!R !Solomo'm lull WAJI U-aC4-d 1.0 thl' 

80M'EWtt£RE IN A~!~''!;~.~~:j;;,:~=~~"ht.re today and New Aur. n ... · 'ktre warne<~ noL to 
om war cotoc on in the t.he dimlnl&.h.tci aC!I.l\'1\)' .., a 
a rew hundad ml!ez; oU tha.t. the eonqu~t wu com· 
ot th.la eanU· or Lhat. t.hC'I JaPI wert. c:o.n 
n ent JIYt'& AU$o taU bacK on dt4Ultory 
t.r a ltan a tht~ 
teellna t. hat &mt8c1e ror cantrol or the 6ta 
the)' are tlt.tlna n•re up at. any r.oornent and 
on a p ow d t r assumed that wt:al.htr eondl· 
" e. 1 ., h I e h Ut" partJ.J the reuon for lhc 
rn.tahl blow up rte~uetlon tn t.he tempo of 
any minutf'. 1& bellfl\'ed that the 

No new. of ready t.o m~t a Ntp. 
t be campall'olJ 
b ever rtltutd atrai.CaY 1a aet.n 
huet where mJJ. 
J r. a r )' author!· 
tlu elaJD'f 
kno•· nothini , 
l\bout. h . 
t~ew~ tbere 
COClt$ f rom 

Uu~ .It'& land 1t now 
hJ,o;e ena'olt'd tbt 
co complete t\6 loc .. l 

,;;;-crr .. ioJ.Iii<•ii ·~:·~~~~i~;,ttoor m..atnt.enanee of 
fON'f:: . Ho•'t¥tr, un· 

cont.lnue W2 uque 
ltud,. New Problf'JM' that. despite t.he marked prellm1 

Wh.ll! awal\:lnr with s:rut '";:~::~r";~•;..,:· •uceusu and con t.inut!d pr('li; 
! 1 

\he o~ration t.houtd be 
N~ turt.her N!poru of h'l Y'lewed u !liUJ tn th-: l)alane~ . 
mona tnrtc:ement, Austral.ta.nl art' 
pU!.hlnJ ahud oa•iLil IIQ.lU!W)nJ lO 
m&np new problerN 'JJ)rinaln• 
f tom l.he 1nerea..W<t war f!Jfort. 

Allholllb the Au.trallant h&\ e 
been In Ll1e war tor three year~. 
ahortaae• ot thlnp. Uke poi.Ato('-S 

v • only now be1rlnnln.a lO bf! te1t. 
T•·ern ,y•three blp wen! 110ld by 
lot In S,rdner I.Od&y "'hen 200 Pt~ 
~le _.tormed a fr1.1lt. and \"eftt.abte. 
m•rket. The ewtomen put Ult!r 
nam.r.t in a h•l. I'.Od winnf'n 
t:reet«< lh('ir «ood tortunt with 
crtu ot d.t.llrht.. e.ch 14} POUnd 
baa_ 5old tor abOUI. JS.i5 

)/ew ldf'•- Gn .~h!-"Ull 

SJ'dnf) eat~ art romtnc up 
with a lot or new wrinkle~ on 
tnenua to di•I\IIM' Lh,. tau that 
nota tO« are miM:lnr. Somt dln-tr'l 
tlnd a he.P ot nntl)' Jhreddtd ttl.· 
tuoe beside tbelr meaL 8Hetd 
bc:e'-8 on telture Ia ana-\her u ., 
a mixture or ta.uUUo-·er 11nd t~h. 
atnnJcly lnttrt•ln.f'd. Rite and 
•P'l•hr.ttJ appur f~utnU;r. 

There \a -om11 t.llt of mr•t 
r-atlonln.t but I)Othlnr hu bcot:n 
doae aboutll..rtL 

ln Lhf' "1unttc1 kl n rha.nn'' 
GOiumn ln a Mtlboumtt 1'1Ptr a 
•·oman ofterrd c.o tNirtf'r IS poond• 
ot ~uHtr, 1 dor,.n .,.. 1 pound!l 
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.. • • -a _,. ... t10 mt! j, l(rif'~ m Ita~ ,., • .,......_..,..,-,-.------------~ 
tr01r1 U"'4' AC f:nt (If IN> .. I.Ut' ~~ thiiW'd llii&Lr& t() C!OmNoi"W! UA ~ 

t.e ~·~ ICift\" be!trf Cf'J'UA • ._,.,.. ert&DIMUGQ I« &iaiJ11f'ft&'l•• crt 
(lOt, '"' ll.lt u,. ~· '"''"" ... ,."' .. , Uft 

tfnc.• alh-'-11 CMIIUIIV ,_. 

. ... , :-or• ,.,.... .... , U,.l *-~Mt.- thoe .... r• «t Pt~lJal. 

- .~ awatun.- •uh 11"'1 lli'ltft' ...,... •llt'C~ and t'f'IIDUn\Wid Pf'OC 
" 11 ,._a """ l)l)tftUon ahould bol" 

" " tUnft.tT r.porh nt (~,. ~n- fitcwf'd ._, •tJU tn \hi" t~Jal•fl"t 
mont tnla&tmf'nt AullraJ.uu a no ,.,. •••• ,....,.. 
put.h.lnr ahtad •)tl'l. anlutw'lna to~ 
lft&At n .. , pro1:1ltm. 1 r~'lnt 
b'oa t.h• u.eree.llifl'ld .,.., tUnrt 

Al\houlh Uw Au~n· a.n.t han: 

Wen tn Uw ...., tor thtft Jun. 

•hon.•au or Lhlr'IU hi« po4atou 
a re only now bttmnlnl \0 tJ. relt.. 
'rf,tn\.Nhl'H: bAp •trt 110ld b)' 

l04. In Srclnq LOCl&J 'htn 201 PtO" 

Pit &Unnfd • fruit ud 't"Qf'\&~ 

m.art.t' nw cw\omtra 'PUt uw.r 
u.as• Ia a hat and •mnen 
nH~ U\dr r ood rott•u~,. With 

C-rle.t Of dt11rhL EArh 14~pound 

N'. aold tor ~obo\lt. f U& 

Hew ld,.•• "" -"~'"'' 

8Ydntr catu .,. ~ ~ 
.r1\h a. lo4 of nt• wrtn&:;~ on 
D'ltn~ to d.~ till" fKl that 
pO~LOrtt are ml&llnl eom• dtnu. 
rind a heap ol flndy thrtddrd ltt­
t.uc:e bttid~ t.htlr meat. 61ked 
betiA O:'l ltttuee il llOOt.htl aa ll 
a mlltun ot c.auUno••u~r and fbh. 
·~tl1 lnt.enwlnf'd Rl« and 
•J~~&thtU1 ap;J~tM freqt.ae:I\Ur. 

'Z'btrr '- .tOmt: talt 01 mtal 
'*UoniJlJ but MU\ln• bu been 
done JbcMn lt rtt. 

In the ''wanted lO txthantt .. 
column ln a MtlbOurne~ Pl'P<'r a 
,.,om•n ortered to 'oarttor I pound.t 
ot bUl-kr. I dOUn ttl•. t pou.n4J 
ol hon., aAd a pall oc ct~ 
low'- f(llf a troclc a pau of low 
~:td d'IOta a.od a •tck>«tmD::C'G 
hal 

Prl.lftf' "'ir:u.--:.,.r John CUrtln lllld 
that. c:loLbJnc rauontnc hu tn· 
c:reued ~avlnp ~nk dtPOf'IIL" bf 
Lhe equlw.Jt.Ql of halt a munon 
daJlal'l Mt:h ••etk Tht 11:0\'f'm• 
mtn\. upecla t.hf! naUonaJ .. ,ina 
to ,.._h 1M nulboft ~~..,.a"~ 
u • r•ul\. ol lht rauorun.. Oftl· 
dab upec_\ mot\ ol \hi.& to to tzuo 
• ., boncb.. 

Pia" Y• rM l nrrta'ie: 

Two Brltlt.h rrprt~nt..thrs to 
0\e Al.lUn.ll.aa. Pood Council a.rt 
en rout• hn'f u. htlp Au,Lralla.o• 
di'Yt'op thU «te~DlrY tnt.o a arnt 
ionl ra.nJ'P fOCJL'I Alof~ TbP 
PlAn laVOl1V plau,_ t~od.l 
ot At.~Jlrahan mcen b&tk on Uv 
fUJN 'l'ht 8-rtU ... hf'f* •trt In· 

Yltfd tn lmPrtM thtm wllh the 
aNiou...ntltf or the Au,Lrll11an rn..n 
l'OW"tr probl~. n1e tOH-1'1\m~t 
hOI* LO hnpno,.. on lhtt Bnta.h 
I O""t'tnmtol Uw n<t4'd or maklne" 
man man IIO'Kfl' &Hlllabl• ICir 
rv&l lnd~ tl anr food 'IS to 
be rrown for Brltaln a.ntl ArMrkA 

'n'le On.lt t•·o ••~' to lntrtut 
the labor avalltblt< for t1unu ll to 
rtlt-..e mtn now In thf AU-tlaUa.D 
armed torOI!I or 1.0 IMI)OI't worktrs 
from thr UnJt.tod 8t.llto\ or Btttaln 

AI.&.Mra.Uan olhdaJ, ·~ ..,.ld to 
hopt that Bntaift aM Amftlil'a 
W1U MDCI cn&ut tfW'N'~ laJ'ld 
tfa a.nd aJ.t pmiOCUif': hr- :10 Aut> 
tra.Uan~ can be ttltll.'td tor lmpor­
ta.n\. fum •ork. 

' 
Regraded Unclassified



- . . . • 
AuaT""'-'"",.. L &CATION. 

W "8" t "" CTO ,. , 0 . C 

Ti!LEXliWI tram Dr.Entt t o the AuotroUe.n Lej;lltion, ll.,.hingtoo 

dated 19th August 1942 and marked LtOl>'T SECREr and !.lOST Il.ll.!EOIATS • 

............ 
Tho SoloCIOn Islands o~rationo are, aa you know, in 

tho South West Pao1f1o Area under the co~d of Admiral Ghormley . 

Tho na-ral t&al< force or ...,.orican end Australian n11ela froo the 

eo-..::~&~~d of the Coc:o&Ddor-in..Cbief of tho South lfest Pacific Area 

was lfolldo a'fllilable to Adm.l.ral Ghor:lloy !or these operotions . 

Absolutely no informat ion has been received by 

the Auetrelion Goven>mllllt about tho ongage::tellta aavo that which 

has beoD annOWlctod to the world in ODittod Stetea co.::audques fro• 

llashinston . 

The Go'IOrnment feols that in view of the Australian 

forcoa onpged and the caiNalties which have been suatained, it 

should reoein authoritati-re information about the trend of events 

in such c.aees. SUch tnrormation would , or course , be treated as 

moat aecret. 

I should be glad if you would talco up with tho 

President aod tho Cbiefo of Staff of ~he ODited St ates the question 

of making ao arrangement wher eby tho Auotralian Govoi'!Ullent wUl be 

l<opt 1nfol'1Ded or t ho progress being •d• in all operations in 

adjacent aoneo which atreet ito security or In wh1oh any Australian 

tor cee are taking part • 

........ 
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A~st 20 , 1942 

O~aratl~ns b~gsn at 011800 when Touk Force 62 departed from a po9iti~n JO miles south ot Kanduva in the Fiji ' s , oov­ereg b/ Teak Forces 61 and 62 . Cour30 wns aet n t 2,JlO to 
1.59 :hat in order to avoid the enen~y nnl1 take thoa: trom the rear. 

At 050100 t.be Force proceeded !lortn throu01 bad weatll•r which hi ndered air operations . The weathar olo r"'d on ':.he 
night ot the 6th. Poslti ~n was fl xed on this nlr.;h t and T11slc Force 62 paesed between Guadeloa nal ond Russel l lal11nd. Com­plete r&di~ s i lence wa• maint-1~ed duri13 the whole crui •n and t here ware no enemy contacts. The approach was a oocpl~':.a 
surpri ••· 

Shore bomMrdmont of Cuadellanal Md Tuls,;1. Arllaa op,.nod at 070610 by gunll nod cv planes . 18 eno117 seapl nnM we,·e 
des t royed, es well 118 one echoonor. Lnn1inos were b~5UD on Plorile ot. 0720 on the 7t h . Hale~ wo. oc~u~ioJ without 
oppo~ition ; four fifths of Tul11gl ~~s occupied e~t"'r sti l t 
opposition. Cavutu W&S usptur~d but h"'~vy loo es sustained in an eLrempt oo Tsnambcc;o . 3evoral cnrrior VF ond On•. VllD sb)t down by enemy VB. On Cundslc tnal , l llnll'lgs we ·e begun o. t 0910 a t a poi nt 5 miles e11.st or Lung'l Po i nt . Sht~.llo;v orJSS we::-e swep t tor llin.,a but none wel"e f ouod . 

At 071520 abo~t 2.5 on~y t~a 97 bowbers passed overh ~d add dro pad sovor11.l bombs tJva. 8 , 000 teet . They thttn went af t er ou r cv•s , but did no~ l oo te them. Task Pores 62 3hot do>rn 2 pl anes and d 'll:leged 2 . Carrier Vf counted tor others . One ho•r later 10 bombers a teckel 2 of our destr•yers, a~d got one 250 pound bctlb hit on the Uut;!ord . 2 of these bcJAb6'"S we-e shot down. 

By 072000 all troops we 
abou~ 10 , 000 . They occupic~ 
across by J ,OOO yards deep. 

a l anded oo GQ~dalc nal; total 
o bescbh3ad about 5, 000 yards 
•lo eneay c~ntect . 

By the mornin~ ot the second day (the 8th) , th., baaoh wos badly oon&ested but by the e nd of tho day, the Kukum ~res 
and tho ~tirfield we '"0 ocoufiod with s11idlt oppo~ t tlo n . En8!IIy t rooptl ()OO) snd 0< nstruct oo workers (?, 000) , M.dng sc ~tared 
due to gunfire an.J bocbing. Te-tare (radio st>ttlon) till in 
hond3 ot ene::~y . Durl !lg ni;;)lt or 3 - ? nr Au.;tL>t". , unl.MH'lg 
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THE WH IT E HOUSE 

WAS H I N GTON 

• 

continued . Evert et't'ort was lll!l•le to unloa.i the <o.a cllllu:a or 
rood and ~ltl~n becau$e or apyGrent retirement th~ nert 
day due to ino:-oased enetllJ act.lon end nece$slt7 or c\rri er 
groups refueling. Insut't'icient rood was landed durin~ the 
nlgbt , however , and unlos~ing continued the ne~t dey until 
t he depnrture of t he transports et 1600 on the 9t h . 507 , 000 
r ations were londed , 'lnd i n exceao or three un1t3 of f i re . 

Li t t e equipment and suppl1e~ were l anded in the norida 
ar ea because ot enemy oppo~iti >n , At the end or the second 
day (8th) oll points we~ captured except for snip~rs . Total 
personnel ashore total~d 6100 , 1Y1 th 1.9 ,000 rations , unbllli\Dced 
e~tion, but total i ng nearly 5 units or ~i re . 

At 081200, 1.0 type 97 tNin eQ61~~ torpedo plnnes app:-oaehad 
from bahind Florida Island and attacked t~D3port~ and screen 
a t Guadalc \ nal . These hed gott,.n away ln a defen~e forlll8ti>n 
at bes t speed , havi ng rece ived wort 40 minutes earlier rroo a 
cos$ t watcbar a t Bougainvillo. Tho a ttack was pushed through 
a t l ow alti tudes , t be drops being from heights from 20 to 100 
tee t . All sh i ps a voided by maneuvering except the Jarvie 
which r e8eived one hit . One torpedo crashed on the Gorouo F. 
Elliott (APD) s t arting a bed tire end reeultins in the eventual 
l oss or the ship . Attem?tS were made to salvage without euc­
e!lss. The s . .tps wee torpedoed by <>ur own forces but drifted on 
a shoal betore sinking. She was atill burnin~ when laet a~en . 
At least 12 en~y . lanes we~e shot down i n this attftck by AP ' s 
end 2 by l~ding boats when at~~ked at the beach . P t or these 
were sbot down by VF, which probsbl7 deet,-oyed more to the 
wes tward . About 7 or our VF we e lost. A second :Ur ra id alarm 
on the 8tt. inLer u,• ted l anding or the oergo but i t proved to be 
a fa lse alarm. DII'QI(l](l[ 

or August 8 tb and 9th 
During th9 night/an enemy surf ace r a id ocoured with the 

obvio u.s i nt ent i on or d<!stroying the tNnsports . The nl~ht 
prot ec tion or the t r anspor t arf"T a waa as follows : the Ralph 
Talbot and t he Blu" were on ra4er patrol 5 milea north and 
9 miles west ot Scvo respectively. 

5 to 8 c.llfle behind the rader patrol, in the north8rn 
halt o t' the area, a Crudiv or the Vincennes , the ~uln>y , ond 
t he Astoria , soreon •d by the Wi lson and the Helm. In the 
sout h one-halt' or the area 10 toiles to tte southwoo t or the 
Blue, sec nd Crudiv Yms situ.ta~ oons1ot1ne or the Chi cago and 
the Cenberrn , ecroene~ by the Bauloy nnd tho Patterson. 

TLe Auatrelis was nortl.!\llY with t r 1s division , but thlB 
night was 'NlLb the transport oraa beonuee or a onnrerenco between 
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WASHINGTON 

t he eolll'!lftndars ot TF 62 and 44, llh4 t be ao-anding General or tbo Karines on the situati on. In the Tulagi area , the transport s were screened by several destroyers and 4 APD ' s plus the San J uan on patrol 5 1111 t 11s to tba westward . The soutb~rn transports we·~ screened by the Hobart and se•eral .s .. ,royors w1 th 5 ta:.S forming a sound aot"een. In oo.s ., or elarm all the destroyers, except t hose screening cruioers , wero ordered to oonoentrs t e 5 miles northwest or Savo as to rpedo s tr1kins to ~eea. 

At about midnight tbe radar patrol or destroyers reported several small enemy plan's . The ae repor t s got through to tbe Crudivs but not to eitber t ransport group. At 0145 en e~cellent sp• eed or a1roratt flares was dropped southwest or the CuadalOftnal transpor t s , silhouetti ng them tor enemy et~aok. Tbe transports depa rted nor th and eaat . Com TF 44 oonoant ratad the Auotralia and the Hobart north of Lunge Point , and ordered a concentration or screening des troyers . 

At 0140 t ho Ba gley, right band scr.aning des t royer , on course )15, saw several enem7 voa els approaching at high speed, close to tho south coast or Savo . ~be gave warning a nd f ired her torpedoe6. The Chicago and the Canberra bad Just r eversed oourse to ll5°. The anelll:( co.n.sie ted or J cruisers and 4 destr~yere headi ng east. They passed our CA ' s at 4 , 000 yards , rtring bot h guns and torpedoes , the gunfire being returned by our CA ' s . Tbe Ch i cago was h\ t i n ~be bow by one torpedo and a tew proJeo~iles . The Caob~rra was hit heavi ly by gun tire <md one torpedo . It caU8ht tire and. was i=odiately out or the action. I t la t er sank at 0809)0. 

The en.eay turned northeast end at 090!55 opened t1re on t he north c ruiser division , which bore 010 rrom them at a dis tance or 5000to 8 , 000 ya.r ds . Our cruisers were on course )15° , speed 10 . Heavy gunfire d11sl1ng onsu.eQ until all ) or our CA ' s were b~evily struck by proJectiles and torpedoes . Tbe Vincennes and the Quincy were out> or action within 15 minutes . Tbe Quincy sank a t 0240, and Vi ncennes a t 0245 after explosi ooo. Tho enamy ci rcl ed tb~ rear or t he north cruiser division ond beaded northwest and f i red heavily at t he J cruisers beglnning a t 0210. The Astoria was put out or notion and l ater aunlt at 1215 t ho next day. Tte Wilaon e nd the Helm wero eng a.; ad w1 tb gunti re but no d!UIIBt;e on4ued . 
The Ralph Talbot , ~t 0215 , heeded south at hish speed, was illuminated end hit by one or our own vas• ale , poaeibly e deett"oyer . At 0218 abe angsesd the en~. tiring her t rpedoes, rt :rs t frog tho port , onJ thon ~ro .. the starboard 1! sideo. At least one hit was made on tho ensny. The Talbot was I; 
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• 
T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT ON 

• 

badly damaged but was l ater ebl'! to retire w1 th t he ro roe t o 
NoUJllea. 

n re ceased a t 0230 , and the enemy W'\B not seen again. 
Beli eve the en~y was hi t sa gun duels witnessed from the 
t r a nspo rt area did not ap ear. entinely one s i ded. Enemy 
used searoh light s o nce or twice, but appnrentl y no s ta r 
shel ls. They are believed to have an e -ccel lent system or 
scouting and gunnery, radar , and po~s ibly IEF for use agains t 
shi. s. Enemies gunfire was very rapi d , e~trenely accurate 
from the first salvo , a nd di d not dimini sh i n accuracy. The 
nigllt was very dark v.1. th low hanging clouds, and on f l ares being 
t ropped t hrough the oloude they ~rovided excel l ent illumination . 
Consider i t possibl e tha t enemy pla nes may have homed on th o 
radio s t a tion at Teta re. 

1 
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SECRET 
WAR DEP...,..,MEN'T 

OFFICE Of' THE CH IEF Of' STAFF 
WAaHIHQTOH 

• 
August J..o , 191.2. 

lmlOfl.Al<DOli TO THE ~IDEtT : 

Tbo follol'ing cable interclumj;e beueon Goneral .iacArthur 
and 11. .itn. ro.l.otion to tbe recent IJEISB c~ta herb and in Auctrali.a 
~ be of int· rest to you . General ~<aoArthur in a 111esoe~;e to "" on 
August 8 quoted an ed1 toria~ >hicb had appotrod in the Now York J<orld 
Telegram So:t:ltt 4'1Ut.aut ago t:.nd e:o<...~ .. ented vigorou.al:r on its un.fortuoote 
effect ... in iustra.l.i.t.. . !be fir ·t l"easate hich apJ .Ce.r~ bolo·. i s m;y 
roJ:l.:f to hiln1 tmci tho second i;~iessage is his MS1;er to lfl9 1ihich I re­
ceived this corning . 

"August 10 , 1942 . 

1t r·or Gcnoral I.:AoJ..rt.hur 1 s eyeo. alone . 

•Tbo "'blication in Australia of sditorio.ls such •• 
the one you quote in your ~0 . C2l> f AUb118t 8 is dal:laj;ing 
t.o .aorale. . The last stt.t.ement 1Auctra.lia no lonr;er can count 
on ·riorit;y ' ia untru~ and scriou6ly dotrillh!:nta.L in ita 
ef fects . 'The deli VHlj' al trooJ~s ana munitiom to Awrtr-LIJ.i.a. 
is cede under allocations dotsr<dood by the Cor.1blned Chiefs 
or Staff i n accordance with the over-all strategic concept . 
Tho need• of tbe Soutb,.est Pacific 'lhoater o.re weiLr.ed egalnst 
u~osc of aJ.l othet- tbe.a.tet-s and once dett::rminod they havo 
squo.l priority with thoee of other tbeatoro . 

"You cnn do much to counteract tt-.e ill effects of this 
editorial through t!te ...odiu..> ot press rele~see e~~~ML<ting fro::J 
your heo.ciquarters . Generb.l Richard eon was sent to ini'or:a you 
ot the broad Allied stretegy propooed by the Coabinea Chiefs 
of Staff ana approved by the President and tbo british .iar 
Cabinet. You are aWI"..re of whr. t ~ been done ana what 1& be­
ing dono to su.c ly your theater to meet the needs of tbe 
etrater;; adopted . You or o.lso r ... Uhr dth AJoeriC«n nows­
p&).er practice rogradin~ £racdo.a of the :rass wi tb particul..r 
reference to tbe ed1 torial p~.ge . t.di torials have no o.fricial 
£~ Lus or ap ·rov~l an as y~t our governoent hae not eet up 
censorship control in regard to the• . 

"Under dv.~elioe Croll your llaadquurtors of Aut>U•t 6 
th eshington Post lllld other papers tw.vo ublisned an article 
by Le• VLn Atto . ·'" stttoa thAt h-s Wort• tion """ f'ro:a 
'a.utr.ori'tl. tive militn.ry and civilian cirelua1, ~~• a oktll.Ukn 
for 'OUOI> ""d• aevet. oints 11hich Van J.tta listed categorically. 
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• SECRET • 
!.ach of tbo seven points was designod to deprecate the po<rt 
'la¥ed by tho United Stetes in aiding tbr ~ar effort in your 
theater . Thi s rose releese originbting fro~ your headquarters 
can only serve to fan the lndlgn~tion .nd res•ntmont that bas 
resulted fr03 the editorial of which you comPlain . 

"Your problema are 11~ recieted by tohe Co.nbined Ciliafs 
of Stei'f' end by the Secrctw-y of uo.r and me per sonally . roe 
know ths t opportunities &re not taken advantage of because of 
our inability to provide you with D.dditional toeans . You 1!1\lst 
feel assurt10. , bo"t~eVbr , tbllt t.n\!Sfl factors havtS been carefully 
considered . 

"Van Atta ' s article mentioned above creates the. :b.-
.,.. .. ssion thst yuu are objecting to our etrate!IY by in<iirection . 
I a sswne this to be an erroneous 1m 1l'e ssion . Y. ou shoUJ.d bo 
ar:are tu&t the pressures to c.et the gN~int; dan10ers of the 
situ& tion in tbe IJ.eutians, to build up again the de,U.eted air 
force in rtm.aii ' to e~eet t ho debacle in the .!Iiddle tnst . not 
to lCOn'ti on ltussiLl , Chi.rul, the lo::tses in ocean tonnage , and 
tho urgent nacescity of crcr ting ne" air squadrons eui'f'iclent­
~ trained and equipped <o go oversea•, lllllko our problem ex­
ceedin£ly difficult and co~plex . 

"August ll , 1942. 

"For Gencrc.l. liar shall r s eye al.one . 

"You are entirely correct in your aa5WIIpt1on that 
this headquo.rters is not by indir .. etion attempting to influ.nce 
strategic control fro.n niijher headquarters , re;~ing your 604, 
lOth . Tho COr.lplete op ·osi te is tho Cr<S& . 

"A fG.lce i.JJpression had almost univ-ersally developed 
as a result pernaps of our closa censorship itb reference to 
the Arlerican strength ln this area . The public had !;I'odual~ 
gro-m to believu thtt 't. P...cut"ie~.n force6 .. ere or mussive pt'o;or­
tione. i<a o.n exam: lo of th- stories in eire\lUtion, .. n officer 
just arriving fro01 nash.l.n.;ton is roportod to ltav. tolo • n~n­

paper """' .roo journ-yo:d in tha S8W! . ·lano wi t!• him tht t he maw 
of bl. o~n ptorsonal kno.1ledge toot the Amurican foo:rces here 
were in excess of one m.Ullon . 

- 2 -
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"The al..ost universal balie£ by the Australian people 
of overwhelJuing AmericUI strength horc Jod to a growin1. dissetis­
faction that ~ more aggressive attitude was not nss~ed . The 
oppocition seized upon this ne a great opportunity and criticism 
of the present Auatrulinn Government and the general strategy of 
the war as dictntod fro::> hashington and London oocMe th~ ruling 
>ali tical issue . 

"By dint or extreme reserve and patience it a, .l;ee.red 
tho u.tter might not r eacn a bree.Jdnc 1 oint, but tbe newo ite~> 
which wns r eleased carrying the lforltl Telegr&m edi torial caus•d 
its explosion . The attac< was levelled lurgely at tho strategic 
handling of the war baeed upon n neglect to ua• th• racticslly 
unlil>itod forces that were thought to bo nvailsble . 

"The oaly part this headquarter• hod to do " i th Ute 
matter m;.s an attampt to protect govurru~ontal and llilitary 
leaders by showint; that sufficient resources were not avail­
able to do what ~as believed possible by the public ana demanded 
by the oppositi on . 'This office ns not only not trying by in­
direction to cri t icize the strategy of tbe Co.bined Chiefs of 
Staff but loyally to support it . If a different :L.pression was 
&1 ven in American paper£ 1 t o\8.5 carwinly not tits caoe rl t h tits 
Australian press <;bicb has .fellen into line almoat completely . 

"If a mistake wa.s u.de it wnn not one o1 intent . The 
only ru.t·pose or the Prine llinister who ..... practically forcsd 
in to public statement arul otb&r Govsrtul!ental sow cos and of our 
Public Rel a tions Office was to rect.l.fy a completely false 11>­
pression r estoring it ta truth!\ll perspective and p-oporti on 
and thereby protecting govornmontsl and militar, l eudors charged 
dth grand strategy fro:> unjuet ettac . It was not in co-.;ilid.nt 
of or intended in any wey to deprecate American effort but was 
"eant to expls.in the true sea e of australian effort lihicb they 
felt bed been greatly ~imized and to defend >-Ustralian honor 
whicb rightly or ~ongly they balieved jeopardized. That J.n.ni­
can papers have ta><M a different attitude astonishes '·" . 

"The Solo .• ons Attacl, has c®pletely sllonced ell 
criticism. 
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• SECBlil'l' 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF T HE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 

• 
J.ugus t 61 191.2 . 

Subject: Opera~ions in the Soutb~est Pacific Area. 

I b4ve just received t"ro111 General llacArthur a cetailed 
report containing an esti~ate of Japaneee eir ana ground fo~es 
in the Southwest Pacific Area, enemy capabilities, and Allied 
preparations and plans for tba execution of offecsive oper ations . 

Attached nereto are three inclosures •hicn ~ giv~ ~ 
you a brief analysis of his r eport . Tab A is a chRrt on wblrh 
the Jaoanese air and ground strengths ana Otapooitionm have been 
~; Tab B is a statement of enemy capabilities; and Tab C 
outlines the preparations that have been ~~~&de to counter the 
Japanese offensive operations and finally to enable our Alliea 
Forces to under to.l<e operations to secure the SOLO'!OHS-I®V GUINF..A­
NE"il BRI'I'AIN-NE"rl IRELAiiD Area. 

The joint directive from the U. s. Chiefs of Stat"f 
roferred to in Tab C us i esued to Admil·al Chorlllley and General 
MacArthur on Jul,y 2, 1942. The execution of Task One of this 
directive is sebeouleo for initiation immediately. 

J !nels. 
Tabs A, B1 ana C. 

G... ~u-w...J\\w'"v.. ~~ 4.e~~ 
Jj)i2 ~ ~·. 0 

0 • ~~~ ' 
1f 7hts Chart )osf~d on /"Ju/r~/~x. c fUPr t d/r~ 

l/'l kl"htre !louse /'?a) /Eoan. 

1 
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BEORF.I'l' • 

Steady reintorc-n~ of Jaraneoe occura~ions north­
east of Australia ana accelera ted covelo-ot. of Air baseo 
t.o1:9ther with ""ceot. o;>erat1cna in the :a G!JIIOU anci r.lUQI­
'.: ACALCAl .t.L S•ctcrs all indicate the rrowint at.raugic illvor­
t.ance at.tacnea t.o th~a area by the en,.,. . 

Radio int ercepto and captorod doc~ts clearly 
•&l·k PG!T :a!ESiii, SAlW\J.I and t.no reoUt>aor of the SQL(JI(II 

ISIJL~ for early ene~ occu;ation. 

Heavy air ooncentrat.iono 1n the CELEilES contribute 
threat to NORTifi'IEST AUSTRALIA fro• KOEI'AI;G. 

Gr owing potential and co~manu of sea r outes permit 
fruedoa of movocent and concon~ration by tho one~. 

rao B 
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ALLIED PUN I'; Ol'flUl' Ja,S 

I , DEl''ENSIVE 'lEASU!lES IAK!iN : 

1 . Develop~~ent ol' air basu nor~heaot Auatralie , includins 
YCRK PE/lDISliLA , 

2. Stren(thenins PeRl CJU:SBY sarrloon with vround and anti-
aircraft forces and devolo"" <t of air facilities: 

2 Australian brisedeo 
He&'fY and l11bt antiaircraft 
2 Fil!htltr Squad.rooo 

II , QFE.SIVE P!!EPAJ<AriON: 

l . Construction of airbase at UERAUKE for flank protection , 
still in pr ogress - •=all ~rotoctive iarrlaoo. 

2 . Secured crest of OiiEN STANU:Y IUJIGE froo I'I'AU to KOXODA -
600 men well forward at WAU, ond 500 men vicinity of KOKOOA, 
Severe concil tions of hardohlp and supply, 

J , Construction of airb•s• at Kll.~ BAY to securo southern 
tip of !lEW GlJlllEA; near completion and occupied by fighter aviation 
and garrison of 5,000. 

4 , llovenent to occupy airbase at BUllA forestalled by eno,.y 
land.in& in GOiiA-BUlfA Area , 

5. llove:un:. o!' 41st Un1 t.4d States Division to ROClC-i.c:nal 
c-leted and DOT....,nt ot )2no United Stotos Division to Ticinity 
ot bRISiiA.'iE will be CC~~?letocl in a few Cl.ti1S. Tneoe zovea ..Oe 
tor t.raining and preparation tor further forward o:ovacent. 

III. FCLLOi!!J!G SrEPS d£lJ,G DI$1IACl>J1: 

1 . Dispatch of 7th A•latralian Divioion to N'E\1 GUI!lEA u 
.follows: 

II· One brigade to -~IL.IE l:IAY wHh 111isaion of infiltraUon 
towarci BUllA, 

Ta6 C(,J 
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!!· HeaaicOer to Pa!T ~y wtt.b alssion to pusb 

small ele:~ots ovwr .auntain trail towara ~nA. 

2. llomodiate reinfor cement of KOKODA ana WAI1 aroa with 

one l.ndepeadeot guerilla c"""'0117 ea eb. 

l!ll'.m• Thio heavy concantr ation in s:;;l C1l11EA aeper><lont on 

Navy keeping eu.pply routes open . Problem or 1hlpping 11 

ol<tremel,y acute anci every possible """"" muat be usacl . 

rv. = IIOlr ~ "!"A.i.,j • oO A'!l TI/!1'3 C: Tlj& ,o~'T Dit.ICTTVE Cl' 

v. s . C!IIgS 01 S?!,i: r : 

1. Order of Ex~cution . 

Pbue OM. Capture or ,;, hA, LAt., SAL.CU A, and. 
\i.LS'lAU. 

Phaqe Two, Capture of IWJANG, CAPE CLOUCr:STffi, and 
TALASEA. 

Phase Three . Capture or L<I!ENCA L"ICl i!L'r..l !SLAiiD. 

Phaae Four . Capture or K.wro:c . 

Phoeo Fi vo . Capture of 1\AllAtn.. 

2 . Plan tor Execution: 

Phane One . Marine Task Foree will seize objectives 
uncier cover or lond b&socl airplanee rro. 

WO::. :J.10 KJ'.l' ........., ! ana !Qtlt I'LIII. Sl'LA, 

oup ortecl b)< carrier force in G·:U 0? PAi A 
and land attack ocrou o;Tt;.i STIJ11,;;t MoGE. 
Im:nedlato relief ot" Marino b"orco hy part of 
4let Divieion . 

Phta•s Two . I U"!:te . Four 1-110 :-'i,vl!'t . 

Marine Force wtll be divided aa !"ollowo: 

,e. A "JJrt1 m, operat1 · .... th Llst Division ~t•W nat-
ward r<out.. t.broueh VITIAZ and. DIJ1!>n::! STRAITS, to cocplete 

Phaee Two IIJl< capt•ll'e UlRE1fGA'I Wlaer covo r ot and based air 

•upport. 

SEOR~~=== 
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J!, Rltlll&inder, op~rating rlt.b J2Dd llivision and 

su ported b,y carrier Task Forces, will work northward 
alo!ll; SOL<l'!OJ;s to ca?ture 81Jl(A and KAVIENG 1n succe~si ve 
ot8iea. Land baaed sir of SOO'lil UCli IC to ell)locrt both 
operations by 1n~r<l1ct1on of RADAUL . 

£• All forceo will co~bino in final assault on 
IUBAUL. 

V, Further preparations are neceesary for l'aak Three, but 
Taak 1'wc , which is essentially Fhse C)>~ abovo , siloulci be 
1n1t1ate0 iaoeciiately after ~he soeceasful conclusion of Task 
One 1f th~ i!erines with th<tir d !Uo1oua equi!"""nt can be used 
w1 th t.ne •lJ!>port of teak forces . 

l 
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Sorit.l 0219 

UII"rll> STA!PS ILU AL FOIICIS 
SOOihMiSf P.I.CIPIC ARE.\ 

• 
Melbourne , .luatnllo., 

1.- 2, 1942. 

C=O:!-l-I-R=J:!-t -1-A-L 

,...., 
To a 

Subjeota 

IDoloeure• 

l . 

Cow toa 
Cinopo.c 

C 0 PI 

tbe Ca..ander u.s. lo.Yal loroee, 
Soutbwoet Po.c1f1o Area. 

1be 0.-..ndor 1D Chi•!, U.S. neot. 

Report of .lorit.l C..bo t and Resul ton t lllrperi..,.,., (EDeip WiJ.J..1u w. Barcra....,, 
A-,(1), U.S.N.R.). 

(A) Cow of the subject report . 

JDcloauro (.1.) 1o. fonarcled hor<owith. 

/a/ 1. H. Carson 

J. H. CAilSON, 
Chief of Stott, ... ~. 
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.lLI.IDl IIA VAL FORCES 

Q(J!liDp!TIAL SOOTliiiiST PACIFIC .lJW 

Subject• . 

llq )(), 1942 

!llaign 'llilliu 11. Harcran, A-V(R}, u.S.N.R. 

o-nder .UUed l aftl. Foroee, 
Soutlnreat PaeU'ic ArM. 

Report of Aerial Cod>& t and Reeul. te.nt E:xperiencee. 

1. On FebnlU)' 5, 1942, we were bued on the u.s.s. 
BDOJI , in Sa.-loeld. Bq, 'lanl.llbu Ial.ande, II.E. I .. At o645, 
PBT-5-22-P-6, with Liwte.na.nt (jg) Richard Bull in oCl18111Dd, 

!ne1sn 11.11. HarcreYe, second pilot; OLIV!R, ACMK(NAP} J c.s. 

IIELSOII, Rille; R. CUSACK, llll.3o; IIULLER, .A11112o; BEAN, Allll2c; 

and SI!AlU'Jl, AIIIJc, aa the crew, took ott tor patrol ae pre­
scribed by Patrol Wing !1111 . We new to the southeast tip ot 
Cerea and at tba t t1ae Lieutenant ( j g) Bull eaid tbe t we would 

tl;r oyer Aabon, drop our bombs and then go on with our patrol. 

2. Lieute.lWit (jg) Bull took over the bombsight and I 

waa flJing the plane. 'lie cliabecl to •bout 17,000 feet aDd there, 

juat oute.ide the Aabon Harbor, eighte.d • Japanese cruiser. .At 

tbia point we were WID.ble to see inside the harbor. We eventuAlly 

rN.obed • point where we could a .. into the harbor and we could 

aee tbet it waa ~ ot ehipa. I thought tbet I aaw two aircraft 

oarriera and aa.n;y auller ships. Uthough the shipa were not 

counte.d, I would eetaate. there were about twenty ahipe in the 

.labon Harbor. IELSOII transmitte.d to Patrol Wi.ng !1111 that there 

ftl an ........., force with carriere in Ambon Harbor • 

.3. 'lie were actuall3 in the boabi.ng nm wbao Lieute.nant 

(jr} Bull aaid• •There are too 111.117 sbipa here, let' a get into 
the clouds.• I ~atel;r turned for the clouds wl:lioh were ott 

to our right and down around 12,000 feet. At this et.ge, all the 

al:lipa were firing with anti-aircraft fire and I could see planes 

co.ing up to 1nte.roapt ua. 

4. We were just about to the clouds when the planes , 

which I belleve were tn>e •o• fighters, retlohed us o.nd opened tire, 

I att.aapte.d to sUp the plane toward and down UDder them, but we 

were hit ..zq tt.ea in the wing and taU. Juat after 1re were hit, 

we ude the clouds and lost the fighte.rs. .U though I eaw oi!J..7 one 

plane fire on us, I p.tbered that there were four planes of the •o• 
type enp.g;1ng us at the t1ae we new into the clouds. 

-1-
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Ensign 11.1f. liargravo, A-V(N), U.S.N.R. - Roport of 
Aerlal c-bat and RoBUl tant Erperieneas . - Page llo. 2. 

5. In tile claude , the port Ill<> tor quit and gasoline c011111enced 
pouring into tile hull.; ootus.Uy gaaaing tile crow aembers. I 
feetilored tho port 1110tor and dropped the bombs (unarmed) in an 
attu.pt to keep oJ. ti tude and ata;r in the aloud& . Unabl e to keep 
uq altitude and duo to the terrible gas fluu&, I in.fotmed Lieutenant 
(jg) Bu.ll thet we had batter land . He gave me the 0 . 11:., and we 
landed on tho nortb ooost of Ambon, noar t ho lit tle village of llila. 

6. Upon landing we learned thot SHARPE, a waist gunner, had 
jumped oomotilae between the engag....,nt and tho til>o wo landed. 
CUSACK, the tail gunner, wae injured. lie hod a hull.et wound in his 
right ano, slugs in the lett l og and some sbrapnel wound• . 

7. We weren ' t sure where the Japanese were so wa set about 
dostro:ying all cOIIIII!Uilicntion codas and the bOll\beigllt. I m;rselt 
attempted to give CUSACK firot aid as he was bleeding very bedl;r. 
Dllablo to stop tile bleeding, IIELSON and I got out one of the 
rubber boa to intending to get CUSACK ashore and try to find a doctor. 
CUSACIC, NELSOII and m;rs elt got into tho rubber boat and I told the 
rest of the crew to come olo.ng. T'"aoy said thoy 'tTould usa the other 
rubber bna t . 

8. J ust as we were l eaving the plane, a Japanes e seapl ane 
(single floo.t engine) Spotted UB and immediately a t tacked. lie, in 
tho rubber boat, wore under tho wing of tho plano when th.o Jap plano 
opened its guno. '!'he three of us dove into tho water and started 
awilaming. On the second poos of the Jap plane , 22-P-6 blew up and 
sunk alaost immediately. 'rna Jap aade two more strafi ng &ttacks at 
we swimmers and than new off in the direction of Ambon. 

9. IIELSON 1 CUSACK, IIULLER and m;rselt reached shore safely. 
MULLER was burned trom he~d to foot with gasoline burna and CUSACK 
was wounded a.s mentioned above. Through friendly natives, we 
l earned that no doctor was available . Natives brought us coconut 
oil and s ome bendages and we di d about tha beat that we could f or the 
two injured men. JIELSON and ayaelt hod a few scratches but nothing 
serious. 

10. Two dqa later, 7ebl'U$r)' 7, the natives reported n body 
floating in tile water. I identified the body u that of OLIVER. He 
-• buried at sea by the na ti vee . On the 8th of February another 
body was identified by' IIELSON as that of BEAN. He was buried at s ea 
too . Lieutenant (jg) Bull's bod;r was nonr s i ghted. 

-2-
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Subjocta !rla1flll li.W. Barcra,e, A-V(ll), I!. S.B.R. -Report ot 
Aoriu Cooabat and Result.ont Experioncoa. - Poco No. 3 . 

- - - - - - -- -- - - -- ---- ------ --- -------
11. IIULLI'Jt o.nd CUSACK woro &inn """l'Y care thAt wo wore 

ablo to render w1 tb tbe uacor IOO<IicU .uppllo• which tbo n& t.hoo 
p..-e WI. !br<ND> tbe Z>ati..-ea we learned that there wore 00110 

.t.uatrall&n ltOlciJ.oro tart.hor olcllg tho cou t and JIELSOII wont. to 
fiDd tbam to cot IIOCU.w supplies U t1>o1 bed &01· I raainod 
with tbo iDJw-.4 un. INriDB th1o tiM botb ...., were growtnc 
W<>l'se, lllJLLER oopooially. Bo wu wt or hie head ..,.t or tbo t.lao . 
I was up with Ilia pn.ctic~ oiaht and c!AJ. On PobruarJ U , 
IIELSOli returned with one A.I.P. """ Who had no aodiw euppllea, 
that would clo tbo injured a11;f good. I Wormed IIULLER that wo had 
done about all wo could for h1ln end ho ohould really go to tho 
hospi tnl.. CUSACJC needed a doctor' • care too, ao on tbo afternoon 
or tho Ut.h, IIIILLEI\ and CUSACJ( sta.rtod to1· bospi tnl. at AJabon in 
a. canoe II&I>Docl bJ na.tins . !Iatino roportod lotar t.Mt IIULLl!ll dJ.od 
before he ruobocl tha boapit.ol and tho Japo.noao buried hla. CI!SACX 
reachocl tho boopit.al o.s tar aa we know. 

12. llltSOII, tho A. I .P. soldJ.or &nd II,YIIOlt tben wal.kod 
&long tho cout where we joined omot.hor A.J. F. aoldJ.er , a icl< with 
aUaria. llo tour dociclod to pool our rooourcos in an atte.pt to 
reach AuotrUia aa soon aa tho A.I.F • .an ••• ablo to t.r&Yel . 

13. We tinD.llr obtained a oanoo fr011 a Rajah and on 
february 23 , (at night}, we set out of Coram. Two natives wore 
with WI end wo paddled across about tUtoen ..Ueo of water, 
roaching Coru early tho next 110rninC• AcaiD we found triondl.y 
natives and loomed that thoro wore no Japanese in tho Yicinit;r. 

u. .,.._ horo -.y recollection or c!Atoa and tiJ:e are ha&J 
chle to oici<:Moo and herdsh1ps . Wo reached Piroo two or three da,)-1 
later by wallc1nc and poddll "& C!ID008 rna Yillage to Yillage . 
there waa a Dutch Controller at Piroo whc pn ua tood, 110001 and 
&OIUI cannocl goode to take Yith ua on tho next journey. llo found 
the r adio at&tion at Piroe bl own up. llo wore infol'llled that our 
bast oh&noo woo to so to Ges or, Coru, whore we c<Nld prcbablJ set 
a sailboat. R• pve me a letter to all the Rajobo in the vU.J..ageo , 
tolling them to help us . 

lS, We t.r&nlecl uoog troll Yillage to Yil.l.age, a .. etlJnoo 
wallc1ng, oout.laoo pMdllng and in our lucl<J _..ut.o we .,..t.iltoe 
got out.riggero with I01lo co thea. I -raolt got. an attocl< or 
-..1&rio and a bod c .. e or c!J'aontorJ, 11h1cb lasted until we roachocl 
Goaor, which ia ab<Nt 2SO or )00 ..Uoo troa Piroo . 
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16. I recaJ.l •• •ere 1n Aae.h&i, Ceraa, on llarcll 2, u it 

.,.. r.;r oiater•a blrtbday. At .AJoaha1 •• ruted nth the Dutch 
COfttroller who fed WI nry •ell. II!I.SOII aad.e a trip to Baporua 
to attecpt to aend a radio aessaee, but tho at&tlcm no blown ~P 
•bile he na eiU"'Uto. l!1B trip, hmoeYer, •ao not 1n 1'&1n aa I» 
obtaiJl.ed ac.. 801\e)' and t our botUea ot beer, which r eall7 t&ated 
good , We obtained 10010 110r e canned (oodO a t Aaaba.l. and the 
Controller &ot 10010 natives to tako WI to tho next villqe. Wo 
•ere on our laat log of the trip to Geoor. 

17. lie r eached Geser about tho 19th or 2oth of llaroh. By 
this tilae t.broo 1110re A. I .F. sol dier& ho.d joined us and the a oven 
of u.s made tho J.ut to.enty alles to Geaer together . Age.1n at 
Geser the radio atotioo no out or C(IDJ.ea1on . Tbe Dutch Controller , 
although abort of food, did f eed WI plent7 of flab and rice and I 
got ....... shot& tna the native doctor for ., cos• or d7l!en tery. It 
cured ae, I suppose, because I h&1'eo 't been bothered aince . llo 
obte.ined ...,.. aoro canoed food and a Yory Dice ~t Croa tho 
Controller at O.eer and with four nat1Yes a,o a crew we set aa1l. tor 
TUell 1n the l o Ial&nda. Tbet part or tho trip, which lasted obCNt 
6 or ? days , was tho only part of the three 100nthe where we all hllcl 
enough to olat . I rocoll <~e stopped at one 11 tUe islAnd boforo 
reaching Tuell nnd u Chinese s hopkeeper gnvo tho seven or uo a 
ohiekan dlnoer. It was as good aa I had ovor oaten any plaoe in 
., llte. 

1.8. llhoo •• roached Tuell the radio at&t1oo ns world.ng but 
Java bad been 1nYIIA1ed or t.aJcen thOA and the Controller at Tuell bad 
no c.-unication nth aeyono other than au.rroundlng islands, nod 
the7 C<>Ul.dn ' t do ua &IV good . Be told ua thet a ship wae at Dobo 
to piclt up sc.. aoldlors nod our best chance ns to oall tor Dobo 
l-ediot.l7· Ho radioed Dobo to holcl tho ship f or us , but •• 
learned l at.r th!.t tho ohip bad l ett Dobo when they received tho 
.aessage. 

19. llo l oft 'l'uell the eue day that '"• arrived there . llo 
sailed tor Dobo, hoping to ro&oh thoro in two do.7s at the •oat. . 
We ho.d toto days supply of food; it took us n,.. days to JA!to tho 
trip. llben we arriYod there we wero out ot both tood nod water. 
During tho 1'1'f0 da,Ja we aalled dlroct.l;J onr a reef, got into a 
channel which turned out to be very ahallo• and •• •oro agrwnd 
several tlaee • 
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20 . At Dobo we set abollt npairln& a aailboat tor the trip 
to llenulte, Dlltch New CUinea. llhlle there we rea.ll7 ate cood food, 
deer, plent7 ot b..r &ad aetU&l bnad. Balon l e&Yin& Dobo we 
received a M U&£8 !roe Tuell that o1x 010re ooldiers wen 011 t..'leir 
"llJ' aD<! to wdt on t.h• . When t.ha7 ani.Yed, tho!'8 wel"e tour .l . I.F. 
""" who bad a1ne<1r eocaped f~ t.he Japeneae priaon caap at .u1>on 
and two D\ltoh ooldiero they bad picked up on thou trip. 

21. On April 3, 1942, thirteen of our part,-, with tour 
natives for a crew to aail the bo.tt back, eet eail for llerlluke, 
N .G. 11e r eached there twont,'-si.x clays later . I never consider 
13 an unlucq nUDber, but 1f the2-e was auch luoli 1n that trip, I 
oan•t see it. llhen we l ett Dobo tho 110nooon was just right and 
would ba•e put wo 1n llera"uko in ten d&;rll or toto "'"'lts. We bad 
two weoka oupJ>lJ' ot food ot two Malo per day . I aoro or lese 
did the nartptlnc. I hod a 002pCJ!o and a -n -P I bad sottan 
out of a school houae. TWo dQa out ot Dobo tho w1ru! dropped and 
tor tho n~ two da7• •• dritted with t.he sea . On the Sth day 
t.he wind oue up !roe tho southaast, jwot tho direction we wanted 
to sail. On top ot thie, one ot our 40 calion ws tor druaa had bad 
a le&k 1n 1 t Md was ""'Pt7; we had about thirty callooe or treoh 
w&ter lett. Ws iAmlodietel y r&tioned outselvee to two drinko of 
tell or ootreo per day, one 1n the morning and one at night. 

22 . Ot courae noM of wo knew tho t the moneoon had rea.ll7 
changed tor i<>od, but i"t had . I set a course &a near to e .. t 
aa wo could vooalblr nil, knowing that we would hit !lew Guinea 
• .,.., place. The wind blew troa aut &rOUOd to south all t.he t1M 
and n kept the noll poiJ>ted &lw..,.. as olooo to .lnatr&lia u 
posoible. 

23. In abollt ton days '"' started runninS into atonu and 
... sot plenty or n1n Which we ..... tha.nlclul t or . lie <>aught .... ter 
<>ff tho allile 1n any and all reooptacleo that we had . The water 
ai tu.' tion iJiprcved &nd our hopes rooe very wah. Our food oupp~ 
was short however and we were e&t1ni a couplo ot handf\Ll.o or rice 
per d&y. Tobacco was out, and same of ue 1110lced toa and coftee 
alter 1 t had been cooked. 

24. Wh.,. we f1na.ll7 hit the low Ouinea eO&Bt I didn1 t !mow 
when we were ao •• had to taolc quite a bH and otoT!U bad blown 
ua all oYer the ... •~ t.Ues. I knew, l>owe'OOr, that 1f we f ollowed 
tho eoaa t line we would hit lleraulte aoatiae . Along tho coaat we 
ran 1n to 100M nat1•na Which we learned later were haad huntaro . 
They d.1dn' t epoak ll&la7 and wore no olothi,ne whatooovor. They .... 
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cJ.oeo to ua one 110rning in canoes; tlle7 had long spears in one 
hand and derte in tlle other hand . We kept right on sa111n11 down 
tho ooaot. 

25. Several tiNa we ran agroWIIS and we would all j1111p out 
and puoh the boat ott the bottom. One night about elo .. en o •olock 
.... n.n aJ)"OW>i and bat' ore we could push her orr, the tide had 
coo• out too tar. We awoke the next :oorninc high and dey and 
a tlll we nr. ln'er a thousand yard a trc. the ac tuaJ. shore line . s.... or the boTe took ritlea tl>at .... had with ua and attempted to 
shoot ducks and geese, which wore plentiful, but bad no suoceoe . 
About ton that CIOrnin8 tho tlde started oOllling in and small !ish 
by the hundreds were a t band . One of tho native boys with ua took 
a long kni!e and wont a!tor them. s .. ordtiah about throe or tour 
teet long tcJ.lowed tho uall fish in and thia notivo bot sot e1cbt 
nordtieh and sh1rU"ull ot aall tieh. The rut or ua sot 
absolutol1 notl11na althouch we were all t.rtin&· lie bad a rMet. 
that .sa,. and thet night. 111 th a011e or the r.aine as ba1 t we 
oaucbt two sharks with our one lone !iab hool. The sharka wore 
both about five feet loog and we bad tiah tho next dey too. 

26. llo wore in the straits of llari~Ul:<Ul for two dnye before 
we !inallt decided that WIIS actual.ly whare we were . We rot 
tbroucb in !lve deye on nothing but tldoe. lie would dritt with 
the tlde, anchor and wait tor the next tlde. There -.as no wind 
in tho atraits . Pinallt, throucb the atraita we toWIIS a tri~ 
natlve 'f'ill&&e whore •• cot .. good feed ot rico. One native wont 
wi tb us to ebow ua llerauke . He wore a shell u clothing, nothing 
alee. lie roached llorauke two deye later on the 29th of' April and 
1 t waa ro~ a rel1et to be there at last. 

27. The Dutoh Controller at llerauke was in radio ooaaunlcation 
with Tbw-adey Island. He wired, asking tor a ship and I sent a 
usaace to Patrol Wing Tm. I never haard rro. the eeoaace whlle 
we were at llerauke. The AWitralian cutter Pal..,. piel<ed ua up at 
Merauke and brought ua to Tburadey I a land • lie reached there the 
nicbt ot 7 lla:r. ,._ Thuradet Island I 11nt a tull report or 
22-P-6 and its erow to Patrol l!ing !Ell. Two deye later IIELSQI and 
~self wont over to Rom I el&nd where the R.A.A.P. !lew ue to 
To-.novlllo. 

28. At Totm .. wille I reported to U.S . J.rrq Headquartora and 
wa• intonoed the best thine to do waa to proceed to lloll>ourne. 
'fbe7 were to f'urniah •• air tranaportatlon. I waited four datil 
and nothing happened tbrou.cb Anq lleadquartora. I got a chance 
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!or a ride to Briebane with • .,... of the ~ pUota and 
Headquarters told "" I had bet tar teke 1 t . 

29. 'lie were t oreed down at lloekha.ptoo with bo bad 
110tor s . Alter two da7• in llool<l'laapton I seoured passage !or 
!IKLSOtl and "')"&el! on the com:110r<>ial airlines tor Brio bane . I 
signed tor tho seats . On r onohing Brisbane I r eported to 
C.-..nder Task Foroo 42 who gan .. traveling orders to proceed 
to llslbourno. · 

)0 . Tbe p&1114Ster at Brisbane took up cur accounts and 
ptJ.d "" soma JOOIIe)' . 'lie secured awe clotbing through the Anoy 
and proceeded to llolbou.rna by trai.n. Arriving llelbourno llay 22, 
I im.olediatal,y reported to Naval Headquarters, Victoria Brnnob . 

Copy to• 

C001pa twing 10. 

'llllli&<> 11 . llergran , 
Enaign A- V(N) , O. S.N.R. 
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oa bou-4 PB2T- 2 Jlo . )6 
~~te from Sydney t o 
Pearl U.r bor , T. H. , 
.lilly 22, 1942. 

e110reAd.ua to! Oo-.der-111-Chief , aolflo l"leet . 

Wot .. on the Ooral Sea Aotlon .-T 4-4, 1942. 

1 . Ia t he abaenoe of Co n4er C~laera , Paoitio l"leet , I 
4ee1re to aubzlit thie ._,rantua 41reot to eo.....a.nder-ln-OhJ.et , ... cUio 
Fleet, in order that 611y ooaenta -.orthy or oonai deration 'IIIAY ba aYaH­
a ble aa early a1 po11l ble. For the 1aae reaaon, oopiea are bei~ 
forwarded to other interested oo~d•. Theee notes aro beina aade t rom 
11e110r:r or act ual eYante and trom 1ntorut1on obt ained tros aye Witn••• ••· 
I took part in all the din bombin& ottaoll:e oond~otoct b)' v.u in YORI[T()I'IN. 
UDrortunatal:r I waa not present d~1n& the lapaneae air atta oll: on Talk 
J'oroe 17 on Yay 11. I lali; 'ro!IXTOWW before I waa ab1a to obtain auoh 
1ntoraat1on on the sunn•r:r and air attack phaa aa ot the aotion. 
Aooounta of the act i on ot 'l'alk Croup 17. ) on We,:r 7 , I obt&iaed troa 
OOf\Yara&tiona with otticarl t'rol:l H •• A. S • .iOliAII'r, IJ. 3. S. CJIIC .00 an4 
~. Some faaturaa of the aotloaa that I obtained by hearaay ma:r 

aot be in ooaplete ac:re-nt With fortbo01111JlC raporta but I will -nt lon 
tlloH which .. Y be ot inter eat at tbia tiu. 

Air attack on Tula&i leland b7 Y01Ut'l'OIIW on W.l' 4. 

2. Di n boab1a& and tor pedo aoo~ao:r waa poor. Thraellttaoll:a 
by aaoh aqua4ron were req~ed where one &bo~d h&Ye euttioed. Tbia waa 
t he tirat t1aa ill onr a :rear that T'1'5 h&4 dropped a torpedo . The f1rat 
d1Ye boabill& attack, atarted tros 17 , 000 teat , ra~ted i n a aaJority or 
aillee on anollor ed ahipa beoa~ee or to&eill& ot the teleacopee 611d Wiad­
&bielde. Sllbaaquent attaoll:a wer e atarted froa about 9 , 000 teat u4 toe 
did not ooo~. The to&&iD& of telaeoopee i e belJlC ooYered in a Hp&rata 
YORrl'O· re:port an4 .. rita the 110at urcent oonl1der at1on by the entire 
11rY1oa. It 11 oona1dared tll.at 41 T & boabia& 11 tll.e only attaotl n - tll.od 
ot bosbinC aurtaoa llllipa and to&&in8 ot tel .. oopea uy well MILl\ the 
dittaranoa bet ween Ylotory or dataat ot an enti re taell: toroa. 

) . No ettorta aho~d be lp&re4 to afford talk foroa• It 1111 
with ~ cunn•r:r praotioaa of one fora or another . o~ery praot1oe a 
&bo~~hald ann at the axpen11 or aolol& eeo~ity. The cunn•r:r 
pr aotloea now belJlC conducted by talk toroee d~in& abort ataya at 
Pearl Harbor are l nYaluable but tha1r benetita eoon beoOid n~lfla4 ~eas 

e;unner:r trahla& 1a all phaeea 11 ooatinued at .... 'l'alk foroea IDlet 
oarry t be neoeeaary tarcet practice e qui,..at an4/or t a o111t1e a aboUld 
be u4e aT&llable at baua near operatla& arau ( 1uoh a a hit;ll apeed aleda 
tor b.')&bin& an4 aurtaea tarcet• at lfo-a tor talk f oro .. operatill& 1n 
the Cc•ral l;)ea areal . I 1ubmit that had o~ boabin& &ad torpe&o 
aoouraoiea bean up t o paaoa time etan4ar4a, tba an-., l o•••• WOuld haYa 
been tr1ple4. And bad the tlall: toroe1 ha4 op~rtun1t1e• tor adeq~ata 
cunn•r:r tr&lnlnc t ba paaoa t~ •tanda.N wo~4 ban been 11&1nta1ned it 
not a~puaed ann oo.uidarln& the h&Mrd ot oo•bat. 
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4. ~ina SED' • aank a atoaaor or about 1500 tone by machi ne cun 

t iro 1n leaa than twenty ainutoa. 

5. Japaneao AA tire was enoountorod from all types of ships. 
It waa Yery olow and inaccurate an4 waa apparently ell local control 
barraee fire . 'l'ho ratio of bursts to dud aplaah" (dude did not detonate 
on water im~act) waa about one to throe. r1ro from t ime fuzed pro jectile 
guns waa not continuous; it wao apparent that fire waa ohooked and a new 
aet up •d• whononr ahitta wore udo to new tarsota. Tho l:lishaat burata 
were at about 12, 000 toot . 1'hooo w .. ro blaok and lllllal.lor than our 5". 
Small er white burata at a oonatant altitude of about 5 , 000 toot indicated 
aolt- dootruot1•• pom~a projootiloa. One largo AX fired a 2 to 4 gun 
a~vo at each of thirteen d1Ye boabers - ott in deflection. 

6. Tho necoaaity of a quiok rendezyoua by the plwnea of a 
bo111bins or torpedo aqua4ron cannot be too atronsly emphadzed. In tho 
l ater aot iona aaalnat tho Japanese carriere a quick assembly was 
1mporat1Ye tor mutual protection againat enemy f 1shtore. At Tulagi tho 
weat her -• e.xtr8llloly tbiok throughout moat of tho day an4 any delay at 
the rendenoue meant otrawera and poaaible loot planes. 

7. One Japanese type 9S seaplane ran a1'oul of VS5 at tho 
r ondaZToua but a• ortod deatruoti on for about ten minutes by incredible 
man•u•erins. Our soo •a, by c~ariaon, are Yar1tablo turtles. 

Air attack against enemy carrier (bttl1eved to have boon RYUXAJro ) 
by x.n::Dm'l'Ol'l' and YORXTOWN on l>ay 7 . 

8 . 'l'ha bombing and torpedo practice by YORKTOWK on May 4 , 
ilaprovad tho etfocti YaDeao of the oqua4rone 11111lo&aurabJ.y. The ene117 
oarrier waa aunk wit hin twenty lll1nutoa. In toot , it 1a believed that 
one halt the bombs and torpedo•• expanded would have aocompli ahe4 the 
~ob . One of the piloto 1n tho laat or the dive bombera, realising that 
the deatruot1on of the carrier wee a oerta1D1ty, took hie bomb and 
dropped it on a nearby lisbt oruieer Whioh sank in a few minutoa after 
tho carrier . 

9. On thia attaok, etarted fro• about 16 , 000 feet , neither 
the t oloecopoa nor tho windahielda fo&&ed u:p. l'lo ohansea hod been made 
i n til¥ toleaoopee; oloud toraationa, however , wore oonei4orably leas. 

10 . M tiro was definitely 1:10ro aooura.te than at Tulagi but 
aa.mod del i berate. The tirat bla.ok burate (about the aizo of our 5") 
were •••n at 16 , 000 teet and would hoYe hit tho equadron hod not a 
l:lal'ked change of ooureo boon •d• a raw eooonde before. Attar tho 
attack and while aaeomblinc at the rendezvous , blaok burote appeared 
oloao aboard , olwaye on 1D ranao but orr in detleotion . Tho burate 
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10 . (oont'd) 

appeared in a::roupe o~ ) o-r lo With about tWiaa tbd D\lllber o~ 
t114 epla~. Aa betora du4e 414 aot detoaate 011 wateY iJqlaot. Ap~nt-

1)' 41raotor oontrollad tua waa baiJIC uaad , t1r1q about 2 ahota par cun 
&D4 than oheok1Da ti~e to apply a new aet up . When the equadron waa 
aquar ad awa)" on the rat urn oourse ud about 20, 000 )'AKa tro':l t he neareet 
lara • anQIT ship, tour maJo-r oal.iber (appeared to be larger tbu II" l 
aplaabaa were obaerTad 4ireotl y ben eath the planaa (planea at about 800 
teet) . Tbaea proJaotilea detonated on i~ot, 

U . 'l'ha &DNQ' taalt tore• ooneiatad ot one carrier With t1Ta 
other abip e, Two ot thaae abipe ware l arca, one •41\UI and two -u. 
It 1a belle Ted that the t110 larp abipa "ra CA' a or one JIB an4 one CA, 
the M4iu ai&ed allip waa a larp CL u4 tile r-1D1JIC onea , t110 ...U. 
CL' • · Wban tb1a toroe waa ail;hted, the llbi pa a oatta-rad at hi&h a peed , 
u.ll:in& no apparent a tt-.pt to ~tau tor-tion. It 1a oatiaated that 
the axtreae di atanoe between abipa on oppoaita ai dea ot the diapoait i on 
waa II ail.aa. 'l'bara waa no atta!Qlt to ooaoantrate tor M ti-re aupport , 
ETen att ar the carrier aank nona ot the other abipe appeared to approaoh 
tor poeai bla r aeoua ot paraonnel. Becauaa ot the rapidity ot the atta ck 
1.114 the abort t1Jaa batora the carrier waa entirely ennloped i n tluu, 
it 1a bal1and that there •er• no aurY1Tora. At tho tilu ot the a'ltaok, 
pluu were aean t o take ott; other plan.ea ready tor take ott oonrad 
t he attar bal.t ot the tli&ht daok. 

12. 'l'he TORrl'O'Qf torpedo aqua4ron •d• i ta attaok throuah 
heaT)' oonoentrated AA an4 -china cun tire troa the carri er an4 a4jaoant 
abip a . Shipe on the carrier' a ~lank al.ao tired aurtace projeot11ea to 
l&Dd abaa4 o~ the plan••· It waa eTidant that the ti-re ot all a4jacant 
abi pa waa ocucantrated on the torpedo planu an4 later abitted to all 
plan•• ratirin& troa the attacka , 'l'ha aocuraoy ot t he AA burata waa 
tairly aood but tor the .aet part oTer in ranee . 

1), On tb1a oarrhr and on the one att acked ltay 8 , -ob1na cun 
and A.& tire wae obaarTad to i aaua in an unbroken line rroa bow to at arn 
juat below the l&Y&l ot the tl1£bt daok: , 

AU attaok on an•ll7 oarriar (ballned to ba the 51IOXAXUI by 
LUIXGTOI and lOU'l'O ~ oa Jlli&T 8 , 

11, . :rn tbia attaok the windabielde and teleeoopu ot the din 
boabera aaain to&&ad up and the peroentqe ot bite waa ..U. In t 110 
ot the nine planea that oo.Qeae6 TS~ , tt.e teluoopae, tor an unknown 
raeaon, remained clear an4 t baee t110 plana& cot bite. The axaot nuaber 
ot bite obtained by VB' and the din bombara troa LZX:U!~'l'Olf 1a not known. 
Both torpedo equadrona ware aubjeoted to beaT)' tire durin& t he attkok but 
no planea were abot down. 

- ) -
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15. Wbila YSS aD4 VBS ware aaneuTer1Jll oTar the an-.y ~oro• at 

about 17, 000 ~eat waJ.t1D& to atart the a tt&ok i n coordinati on With TTS, 
ena117 tJ»& 00 ~i&)ltera attacked t he rear o~ the VB5 1'o:rmat1on. SaYer&l 
SBD' e were b it but DOlle bro~t do1111 . Aa the boaber e oo•.»lated tbeir 
attaok and were ~OradD& up at the reD4eCToue , tbey were attaoked by about 
12 en&JI)' ti&)lten. Six o~ tllaaa fichtere 11r8ra &bot 4oWD by two YORrl'OIQf 
~iptera aoo~ the SliD' a and at leaet one wee brou&:bt dOW11 by a 
rear aaat SUJU!er , It ia OOJl&idared t hat tba ra..r Mat &UDJI&l' baa better 
tb&n an ann obanoe qain at a a1D&le fi&)lter a;~proaoh1Jlc 1"roa bish aaten. 
But be muat ban praotioa. Baoauae or the larser nu.ber or rouD4a 
carried &D4 the creater eaaa in obih1D& usaa1Jlaa , a twin , )0 o&liber 
mount ia oonei derad mora deairable than a aincle • so caliber mount . 1'he 
1'18htera don 1D trom b18h utern and i~ tbe:r were teyiD& to hit cu tanka 
tbair .. r k...nabip wee excellent beoauaa tba aaJority o~ tbe BSD'a bad 
punctured cu tanka and wiD&• riddled by bullate ~rom aetan. Only one o~ 
tbaaa SliD ' • wae loat by ~ire . The Tlllua or leak proo~ pe tanka oaDDot 
be oYer ~ai&ad, 

16. Ae on tba prertoua day , 110et or tba heaT)' AI. ~ira wae oon-
eantrated on the torpedo attaok. A ~ew black burete war e obeerTed at 
about 17 , 000 teat near the eida o~ the YORIC'l:Oli'N' • 5BD ~ormation awa:r ~ro• 
the Zapaneea fi&htera . A t aw groups or bl a ck burata ware obaerTad &liiOJlll 
t he d1Ya bolllbere attar the attaok. Blllll8roue rain aqualle &D4 heaT)' eloude 
probably praYented heartar and 110re e1'~ect1Ye AI. tire, All appreo1able 
Dllllber o~ pluae were bit by aaobiDe &UJ1 t'ire fro• the abipe durilll tba 
41n. Racc&4 bolee 1D tail &114 will& ~acee reaulted tro• llllpaot- tuaed 
proJectilee, preeuaabl:r or about 20 .. oallbar. 

17 . On the return to YORJ:'l'O:nt , a ~onution d 12 SllD ' e pueed 
6 ane.1117 t i shtere returninC to their carrier. At the tlllle , the SSD ' a were 
at about 6 , 000 ~eat aD4 the ~ichtere psaeed ~ them. Uld t heae 
t i &htara been ~l:riq at e b1&har altitude tha:r would han bean in u 
exoelleat poa1tion to attack. Ae it wee , they eluded 1D the oloude that 
e Xieted bet-en 4, 000 &D4 s,ooo teat , 

111. 'l'ba ena;r toroa cODaiated or 2 ov•a , 6 OA'• or Cl. ' • &D4 ) 
DD' • · At t he ts.- the en&IQ' wee aipta4 by the '!lliln'O attaok croup, 
the lapaneM ~oroe wee d1rt4ed into two groupe about dsht llllu apart . 
The laadinc croup ... i n a diepoeition with the ov in tba oanter, suro 
rounded by 5 ox~ears and with one DD about 10 , 000 yarde ahead and 20 
on aaob bow. 'l'ba eaoon4 croup ooneiated ot the other carrier ~ollowed 
oloae aatal"'l b:r a DD aD4 about 2 , 000 ;yarda aetarn , b7 a O:uiMr. When 
ei pted, all abipe were on a ataa4)' oouree et Msh speed. ban the anUQ' 
d&hted the ll)RC'Oi'IJI' pluae, the lea4111& oarrler turned to the ript, or 
away 1"roa our dr group, aD4 the other abipe •1Dta1Ded tbeir couree. 
Baoau.ee or t he haaTT clou4 tor.ationa, thie uni t -• not .. u a,;a1D. 
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18 . ( oont ' d) 

The aooond carrier Wit h the two tolloWina shipa tiU"lled , 
liT aillultaneou a IIOftlll&nt , to the lett or towards the att aolt1Jlc planae . 
a.i ther carrier had planea on deck, The eecond carrier waa oho .. n aa 
the obJaotin b;r the YORX'rOWN air group becau .. it appeared to be the 
larger or the two carriere, it we.a oloaer to the torpedo aquadron , 8114 
it could be mor e eu1ly aingl.ed out tor a ooor41nated din bol21b1ns and 
t orpedo at tack, When la•t aeen, abortl;r after OOJ21Pl&tion ot the YORK• 
TOWN nttaok, the carrier wae biU"llinS heaTil;r omidahipa and 1n the bow. 

!n~ air attack on Taek Group 17. 3 (AUSTRALIA (Rear Admiral Crace, 
Rtf) , HOBAR'l' , CHICAGO , l'ERKINS, l'lALD, J'ARRAGUT) on Ka7 7 . 

19 . Aa atated before , m:r intorl21At1on on the two eDQIT air 
at t acite on our force a wee obtained t hrough oonvereationa w1 th the ahipe • 
ottioera. I 8Vbsit here such items which may be or t~el:r 1ntereat , 

20. J'ourt .. n enem;r ahore- based , twin engine, 1111d- w1ng, monoplue 
bomber a ( a11111lar to our 8.26 and e11111lu to the ]llano that attempted to 
oraah on LEXINGTON ott Raboul about J'eb. 20) lllade a a1multaneoua torpedo 
attack on the three cruisers ot the force. None ot the ahips was hitl 
ti'Ye ot the enem:r planea ware shot down by M tire and one other aaTerel)" 
4-=a&ed• The tor pedo attack was f ollowed immediately b7 a horizontal 
'bolllbing atta ck at 23, GOO teet by t'II'O cloae groupe of nine planee each in 
cloaa V f ormati on•. The bombe were dropped a1aultaneoualy end the pattern 
pr eoi aal7 atraddled the AUSTRALIA without hits or d&lll4ga . 'l'heae plan .. 
were f ired on but none w&e brouaht down. 

21. The torpedo planea laTeled ott beyond about 6 , 000 ;rar4a and 
ca.. i n ver y low - eome at about 40 to 50 teat. J'our torpedoes were 
f i red at C1liOJ.GO - all near eieaea, though one wes balla"red to han 
pe .. ed under the ahip. 'l'orpedoee were dropped nt about 1 , 000 - l , SOO 
yar4e diatanoe . One torpedo circled in OHIOAOO ' e wake , Attar droppi.ll& 
torpedoee, the planes flew oloae aboard the target ahipa and atr&ted 
with t ree 1114oh1ne guna, '1'ha only oaaualtiea in t he target ahipa r eaulted 
trolD thia atreting. Silllilarl:r, the enel21Y auttered 1110at ot hia lo .. a a 
during thia ph .. a . 

22. CHICAGO uaed her 8" guns against the torpedo atteok, The 
et teot ot t he &hell trapent. is not known but the aplaahea end r .. altant 
exploei ona obaourad the approachlq planea indioatiq that they were nll 
placed and otter aaa. daten•• asa1net a torpedo attack. A lookout in 
ODICAOO r eported that one plane oraehed .akin& a green aflaahl (OHICAOO 'a 
8" dye color 1e green). 1n tire aee:Md 1110at etteotin CHICAGO did not 
ban her f'ull allowance ot 20 liD guna) • 
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2) . ~;bortly U'ter the eneJII1" a1r at taok , the AU::IT" 'ALIA - • bo.:lbed 

wi t hout daaoap , by h1sh horhontal. bollbera bel1eTe4 (not ool11'irma4 •.:o II¥ 
knowla4&e l to baTe been our ~ boaber a from To5n8Tlll e , The poeaibility 
ot our ebore- bue4 aircrart baabin& our own torcea in tllh area i.JI41oataa 
Ue neoe111ty or ltaepin& our lbor e beaea 1111'onud ot the ooapolition aD4 
location or our toroea operati nc within the rense of the boabera. 

Encq a1r attaolt on 'l'aalt force 17 on Ji.a:T 8 . 

2~. In _,. opinion, the outetandin& f eature of th1a aot1on waa 
the handl1n& ot YORXTOWM to aToi d torpedoes. 

25, The ~apaneae bad a pre}Onderent auper1or1ty 1n t 1&btera. 
YORrl'O 'If bad an anti- tor pedo plane patrol ot 8 SBD' • i n the air at the 
tt.e or the attaolt. Theae planea were to d1Te on and aaoh1ne cun en-.y 
torpedo planea •• they le·nla4 off tor the approach. Jlo"Ter, the sm>•a 
ware taa.di ately attaolt by an-.y t1&htera. lour aDD '• ware allot down 
and the other• aaTed t he111aelYae by rema1n1n& in clouda. 

26, Tbe en~ torpedo planes dropped their torpedoea while et111 
in a gl i de or attar a abort lenl -ott. Tbe attaolt -• executed with 
great deteratnat1on ; eoae tor pedo•• were dropped aa ne'r aa 800 yar4a. 
D1Te bollbera o ... in at about 450 an.1 pulled out, 1n 1101t oaaea, to Juat 
clear the tar&et ahip. 

27. 
baYa not 
f leet. 

I dea1re to point out that t hall oo-=ente are a:! own and 
been d1eouaae4 with or approTe4 by Co~der Oruiaera , Pao1t1o 

Copy to1 
Coainoh 
c-orupao 
Bu0r4 
BllAero 

W, G. SC;a:J:i)LXR , 
Coe-ander, u. s. NayY, 

Start Gunnery Ott1oer, 
Co~ander Oru1aera , Paoit1c fleet . 
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From: 
To 

Via : 

Subject : 

Enclosure : 

J:ay 11, 1942 . 

Con"lllnding Officer, U. S .S . L~IJIGTON . 
Commander in Chief , U. S . Pacific Fleet . 

(1) Commander Task Force EIEVEN. 
(2) Cor.unander Task Force SEVEt:TEEJI. 

Repor t of Action - The Battle of the Coral Sea , 
7 and 8 J.:ay 1942. 

(A) 

( B) 

(C) 

(D) 

(E) 

(F) 

(G) 

Approximate Track Chart of LEY.Ir!GTON 7 - 8 
May , 1942 . 
Set of Photographs showin~ damage to 
LEXIIlGTON and various stages of the attack . 
Sketch of torpedo hits made by VT- 2 on 
RYlJKAKU , Llay 7th. 
Sketch of torpedo hits made hy VT - 2 on 
SHOKAKU, Llay 8th . 
Sketch of t r acks o~ Torpedo Squadron ~vo 
on !Jay 7t". 
Sk~tch of Track of TorpPdo Squadron Two 
on May 8 th. 
Pictures of Enomy CV Attacked by LEX. Gr . 
on !.fay 7th. 

1. On the 7th of !.lay 1942 , th<> Ll'YI!IGTOl! was operating 
in thP Coral Sea as part of Task Force SEVENTEEN1 with Rear Admtral 
Aubrey w. Fitcl· on ;·oard as Commander Air . The Air Task Group 
consisted "f t he LEX I NGTON and YORKTOI/l: am acconpany' n• destroyers. 
Var ious actions took pl ace durinP that day and the next , Lay 8th. 
ThP. follo,vin~ report is submitted : 

nAR 'A'l'IVE OF EV!i:NTS , HAY ?t h . 

2 . At early dawn ~:ay 7th the YORI\'TC'I/N launched 10 
scout hombers to search a hmvlrerl and twenty negr ee arc to a 
distance of 250 mil~s, rnodian 025" true for enemy forces . At 
0835 contact report IVas received from Y6RKTO.m of two enemy 
carriers , two cruisers and two destroyers in a nosition in the 
vicinity o the !Jisima Island , the distance heine a! out 170 miles 
from the ship. So far as rPport"<< , t he rest. of' the sP.arch ,:as 
negative. The s9out in the eastern arc rPported low vis1hility 
in that area anrl tnrnP<l hack at 110 miles , +he rest of his arc 
no~ bAinp s<>arched. 

3 . The LEXIJIGTOH attack group was launched for attack 
ahout 0925. I t cons1stP<i or 10 VF , 28 VSB , an'l 12 VTB . Eight 
SFD 1 s v·<>rp r~>ta1 nP<l at t•·e ship fo r anti - torpedo plane patrol. 
Aft11r the eroup was well on its wa~· , YORKTOWn reported the 

- C.of'Y-
- 1 -
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S- E- C-R- E- T !.lay 15, 1942. 

Sub ject : Report of Action - Thn Battle of thn Coral SPa , 
7 and 8 llay 1942 . 

scout mel'ina the contact had corrected '1is report when he 
returned to t he ship to 2 CA and 2 CL. This implied to me that 
the-re v~as no carl•ier present. However , the group was a l lowed 
to continue . 

4 , About 11: 30 thP group made contact with a car rier 
of t he RYUKAKU type and started thei r attack. VS- 2 consisting 
of 10 SFDs loaded vdth 1- 500 and 2-100 lb . homhs , attacked 
first and obtained 2 5'00- lb bomh hits as follows : 

1 on stern a bout 5'0 feet from r amp. 
1 arout 2/3 aft on flight deck, center . 

These l ater were confirmed by independent observers , 
including Commander of Fighting Squadron Two. 

5' . VB- 2 attacked at 1145' and obtained 5'- 1000 l h. 
bomb hi t s as foll ows : 

1 about 2/3 aft on sthd. side flight deck. 
1 aft on flight deck amtdships . 
1 aft on port side flieht deck . 
1 amidships ahout 1/2 way aft . 
1 near stbd . side aft . 

Sixteen pilots participated in that attack and it is not 
practicable t o determinP whi ch ones definitely mane d1rect hits . 
However , the number of h~ts was confirmed not only hy the partic­
ipatine pilots and the atu~dron Commander , hut aJ.so hy the 
Commander of Fighting Two ann others who were in excellent 
position to observe . The ship was a mass of flames from bomb 
hits and covered by splashes f r om the later torpedo hits . 

6. VT- 2 attacked at 1145 and obtained 9 torpedo 
hits by planes as follO"'S : 

2-T- 1 1 pilot , Lieut . Comdr . J . R. Brett , Jr .
2

USN, 
2-~-2 , pilot , Lt(je) L. F. Steffenhagen~ US~H . 
2- T- 4 , pilot , Lieut . R. F. Farrington , uSN. 
2- T- 7 , pilot , Li..,ut . E.VI . nurst , usn. 
2- T- 8 , pilot, Ensign C. Hamilton, USN. 
2- T- 9 nilot , Gunner !{.E . Talki!ll'ton , USII . 
2- T-10 Pilot, Lt(jr) t . • . Thornhill , USll. 
2- T-11 pilot , Rad .Elect . J . E. l.lattis.L.USN, 
2- T- 12 Pilot , c. A. P. Ll.ll. Georgi us , uo:;n. 

- 2 -
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t:a.y 1 c;' ' lq<\2 . S- E- C-R- E- T 

Sut1,.ct: Report or Action - Tkf' ~ttle ~~ t>~ Coral SPa , 
? and 8 1.:a·' 1942 . 

? , Photogranhs were obta' red durin•• the latter nhas10s of th" att.ac•· 1 sl O"'in" nnly th" b<'>- of the car~ter with tie rest of it comple ely 10nvelopl'l ins o'kf' 1 aplash•s and flanes . It 1s dtfficrlt to co&ceiv"' ar.y "•'~tr ~As· lt ~han C'>l"l"l"t" destrt·c ion or this car~l nr and thn l't'rsonr.,.l loss tnust have been close to 100%. Fron the bow s ll!vmotte in the p'ootograrhs .nl u~ the cut away flirht dac'.< , t hn nilots df'Scrtrt­' ems 1 an-i rar!io intP.llipf'nce it 1s t·elt .. vP.d thnt t' is carr1"r ·as the RIT-:Al\1. . ::'hose r' otorr a.,hs were savoo "l">n the u::-:nroTor was a'l-andoned . 

8 , On" of our planes wns lost in this a t tack. 
Lie11t.~nant ALLEN 1 execut1ve officer t'lf VS- 2 1 was def1 ni tely seen to r.o into •h,. water as the result or e nemy ftphtf'r a c tion. Another SED 1 Lil'ut( jf') '<''IGLEY 1 of VS- 2 1 was dalllB.Ped ly M fire 

1 r ror~in~ hls cnntrol wires s''ot a~y am 'lis T'lane >pc!l '18 uruana•eal-le . lie was d1rected ': ·is Squadr,.,n Collr.'.ander to !'tail ou or land on Rossel Islan<\ in the Lonisiados Archirrlar.o. T'lis was frien<\ly torritor y and it is h<lpod ho made a safe lan<ling . Air · ~ndquarters at Townsville res notified wit} th~ idea of ' is rescue 1 rest·l ts so far unknown. 

9 . -h., res t ol the grour returned am lantlert a hout 1345'. A soc nd attaclr on ene11y s hlps in thP De Boyne Island area was ready at 1450 hut was not ordered h' t.hn Task Force 
Co~ndPr due to the possibility or other en~~y carr1Prs being in our vicinity and not ynt located . Evidence exis teoi t"~t re r.er• >., • nr s'lad""ed -r;· Pn""'Y rolan"s and en~,-:y r11.d 'n was 1 nter­cented g1vinr our approx1:1l8te rosition and exact course and st>oed. T'l,. west nr in our area t'lls sq1 all~· 1 witl• ahout Qo;: ovorcast , frequent rain squalls , in which ceilln~ and visih111ty wore zero. I 1~1 varied fr<'>m 1? t<l 22 knots fron southeast. 

10. A 'out 174,., ve .,. c' o•e to s11nsc• , radar c •ntacts ga·· tl groun or l'nellO nlnn s t" t. .. es tlrar<l . Ftp,' tf'r c •ntrol 
ilN•ct."rt fip' •l'r!l tn .. h,. air t<'> 1nt.•rcAT•t ar"' additional ftr.ht­
~rs w~re la•mched . Th"Rn planPs 1ntoroept~d a rormat1on or 
nln~> ene"!Y zprn f'pht.e1·• a~J enrap...-1 t~~>n tn en 'at. Fnsul~s we· e as fol lars: F'<'>' · ·11ro Jar f1 ·> ers s>·ot dowr 1 t"o hPr '" rtr~ters daaar.~ · as ev' 'encPd · • soo;~ kntl gas-~11ro:t 1,.,,._ a ., !ti'":':O :: tiP.:. ters cl 0 1 ... 1"'A4 , .. llc 'fi'Oul.c' acco n or 
t " n ire fornation or nlnn 1 if t> l'r~ ~as no t'>Ver -lap~tne . 

Our los~es : Cn<> VF , T,i,ut(jf) P. G. BalrAr p1 ' ot 1 fil\lert 
tn r•t•:rn. P is helt•v11l "nt '' coll1cl'·~ ,.{th a zero r1•'-~t<~r , 1ncludP.d in t!:lf! al:ove er.t!:!zy lossPs . 
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S- E- C- R- E- T 

• U.s .s . LEXDIGTOII 

May 15', 1942 , 

Subj<>ct : Report of Acti n - Th~ Batt lP or the Coral Sea , 
7 and 8 'fa;' 1942 . 

11. While lantline tloe c ombat patrol "'aU aft er 
s~mset and a lmost conplet.,ly dark , strange pian<;~s apneared 
flyino around our forma t ion. They we~e c~llenePd and I 
received on,. repor t that th'3y answered correctly and it was 
pr esumed at first they were YORKTO'IIll plan"s approaching t o 
land. One observer reported they were two- enr>:ine torpedo 
planes . YORKTcm; reported they were ene1:1y planes . Some 
s1 ips opened fire on them. YORKTCJI.'IN aro L;-:>:n:GTON planes were 
still circlinr, to land. However , t hese strange plane s !'lade no 
hostile move ?Jere burnin~ runnin{' li~:hts and Pventually moved 
off thirty miles to th~> ea stward ,- where r adar showed them cir clinf: 
and apparently landing on an enemy carrier . They were definitely 
enemy planes and apnarently mistook us for their ovm f orce . The 
indicated pr esence of enemy carriers onl; thirt~· mil "s east wa s 
reported to th<> T0 sk Fo•·ce CommamPr . It was est< materi t' at t'u•se 
carriers '"ere the s··o :Aim am the ZUI:.AKI1 of Carcliv FIVE , w'>ich 
until that ttme had reen unaccounteri for . 

12 . It is bel ieved ~h~t this ~ay ' s a~tion rP.sul t ed 
in the complete c1""t•·uctton of t 11e enecy carrier ''YlJhAKU v•ith 
prnctically all n~rsonn"l and 1utimate loss of all her planPs . 
In addition1 durinr the rlay , the f<>llow'\n enemy plnne lossPs 
nere inflicted: 

6 zero t~e VF at 1?45. 
4 "97" t;me VF at scene of <>nemy carri er . 
1 v~ near scare nf enemy car~ier . 

Total 11 pltmcs . T11is does not l•·,r,l ude pl anes sl"ot 
down hy YOF~~~ r,roup . 

Our losses dur' r ,. the day were : 2 SFID 1 VF . The r>ilot 
and rad iomnn of 1 SRD May he safe on Rossei Island, 

SEC J.D DAYS 1S l'A'l"'t\'l'lVE 

13 . The Task Force Collttnan~"r ' s dec · s1on was to l"roceed 
during the night to s out'·•westward and search ror and attack the 
enemy carriers at rl a\''ll . The LEXI!:CTO!I "ms fl i rFlcted t o sear<'h 
360°, 200 miles in the •orthern semicircle and 150 miles in t he 
southern semicircle . 

14 . C"ntact wns l"ed e hy LEXIU'TON s cout , 2 -S- 2 , Lieut 
{jg) Jo•eph SMith, a'out OA20 •·i th a "ormatinn of two cv , 4 CA

1 
and 3 DD 170 milPs to the northeastward . Attack eroup ro·•Rist1ng 
of 24 SEDs , 10 'IF , nnd 12 VTS "as launched hPtween 1'1900 \lld 0920, 
and procePrlen i 1ediatal y . At 0832 radio inter~ArtPrl Anemy t r rns -
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mission givin!" our positi on, course nnil speed and "'~ knew def­
initely we had ~een located . I predict~ enemy a ttack woul d come 
in about 1100. All preparations to receive { t were made . Ship 
was at General Quarters ; condition Zed ~s set; ret•~ning scouts 
wer e launched as anti- torpedo plene patrol; additional fighters 
not alread~· in the air were launched at 1030 and 1100 ; an1 all 
stations v;ere V'8.rned to bP ready. 

15. The weather in our vicinity v~s clrar, unllm1ted 
visi\"lility and ceil in", fe"' clourls , no rain squalls, vtind a \"lout 
15 knots , from so•·theast. Radar rerorted a t 1100 many enemy air­
craft aoproachinr from northvmrd , distance about 75 miles . First 
enemy planes were si•hted from the ship at 1113 . They were torpedo 
planes . They were at about 6 - 7000 feet altitude and split and 
came in from both bows . Ship's speed had been built up to 25 kts . 
at 1100 when the attack was expected and was immediately increased 
to 30 kts . when the hostile aircraft were sighted. 

16 , OUr combat patrol under the Fighter Director, was 
oatrollinP at 10,000 feet . Exact altitude of the approachi~g enemy 
was not determined , hut was known to he over 10 , 000 feet . The 
fighters nade contact 20- 30 miles out but the enemy bombers were 
at 17 , 000 feet and the performance of our fighters ·~s not suf­
ficient to rain enour.h altitude to attack t'lem before they r eached 
th~> "push- over" point. ThP ho•bers intercepted were a ccompanied 
by 18 protective fighters , which our fir,hters subsequently enPaged 
in com ha t and shot dovm or damaged six , They .,ere Me- 109 , 00, 96, 
and 0 types. 

17 . The Anti- torpedo Plane Patrol was on station at 2000 
feet , hut arout 6000 yards out. T'11s patrol always has a tendency 
to get too far out , probably due hoth to concern over AA fire from 
surface s llips and an eaperness to intercept torpedo planes well out. 
From t his position the ene~y torpedo planes at h1ph spe~ came in 
over them. Even s o , the SFD ' s on th~> rort side intercepted; shot 
dOVlll 4 VT rith torpedoes 1 4 v·it' ou torpedoes, 1 VB arrl 2 accompany­
!~ VF. OnP SBD v.~s shot dovm by enemy VF. 

18 . Anti - air craft fire f r om this force ~s opened 
renerall:· a' out 1113. Tor pPdo planes made thE' firs t attack, the 
first approaching from port and others circlin~ to come in from 
starboaro bow. ~ost of these planPs came in at al">out a 40 or 45° 
dive from 6- 7000 fP~>t, ma¥:1n,. hir' speed and cjroppinr t'1eir 
torpedoes in the dive attitude from altitude of 300- 500 feet1 
although some werP seen to level off ~ust al">ove the 1"8ter ana 
make a norMal droo. T'le ranre at the dropoinP noint var1~1 from 
500 to 1200 yards . I t•rned to port witt full rudder to br1nr. 
t..,e first torpcdoes ah~>ad . Fro:'l t..,en on torpedoes Y!ere comin,. 
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from hoth starboard ard port and I Maneuvered with f tlil r udder 
both ways as I considered best to avoid torpedoes . Some from 
starboard crossed aheadi two others r an parallel to the shin1 one on eac~ s ide ; some rrom port r an a head ; two r an under wi th-
out hitti ng . At 1120 , f irst torpedo hit ship and exploded just 
forward of port foMvard gun gallery ; at 1121, one hit a little 
further aft ahout op~osite the bridpe . In the meantime , dive 
r ombers were making their attack f rom about 70° d ive angle. They 
were pushin~ over from hi gh altit•de , 17, 000 feet1 and were not 
visible until they were in~e final stages of thelr dive . One 
bomb estimated at 1000 lhs . hit t he a f t er end of the port for -
war d gun gallery in the ready ammunition locker just outside the 
Admiral ' s cabin. Two othe r near misses hit cl ose aboard after on 
the port side and at f irst were mistaken for torpedo hits . Another 
bomb estimated 5"00 lbs . hi t the gi g boat pocket on the port side , 
and one 100 l b . hit the stacks and exploded ins ide . There were 
one or mor e near misses after on the s tarboard side , fragments 
kill~ and injuring a number of men 1n the stack machine guns , 
sky aft , and the after signal stati on. I personally saw a flaming 
!'lomb , approaching the ship from port , and burn.ing with a reddish 
colored flame . I am unable to s a: whether or not it hit . 

19 . Apparent l y there were seven explosions against the 
Lr.JCI !IGTOII, two of which are thought to have been torpedoes , 1 
1000- lb. bomb hit , 2 1000-lb. bomb ver y near misses on the port 
side, and 2 smaller bombs . Fires were started in the main deck 
near the Admiral ' s country, beneath the inc~nerator , near the gig 
heat nocket and nne in the forward s tar board marine compartment 
near t' e for11ard el evator . The ship was listing about 60 t o port . 
Damage contr ol report ed they were shiftlnp oil to correct the list 
and f ire parties were fightinp the fires . Main Control reported 
all units in commission. !Jurnber 2,4 and 6 f ire rooms were partial­
ly f looded , but water was be1n~ controlled by the pumps . Steering 
gear "-as intact and the ship was makin 2? kts . under good control. 
Both elevators at this ti~e wer e r eported out of commission, jamMed 
in the up position, due to machinery casualties in thP wells, pr ol>­
ably frOM shock. 

20. At ahout BOO , Damage Control repor ted t he ship on 
an even keel , that three fires were out and the o1:her one in the 
~dmiral's country under control. T~e ship was periodically turned 
into wind to land and reservice air craft . The attack gr oup re­
tur ned and was landed , thP torpAdo plan"s ahout 1400, 

21 . The attack gro••p renortetl two 1000- lb . bomb 1·1ts 
on enemy carrier of the SHOKAKU class made by Commander \ . " .Ault, 
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USN , Group Col:lllUlroor, anrl throll othl r SI D8s oper atinp ••ith him. 
5' torpedo hits wero made by VT- 2 as follov-s : 

2- T- 3, 
2-T- 5', 
5'- T- 6 , 
2 - T- ?1 
2-T-~ 

pilot, 
pilot, 
pilo•, 
pilot, 
p1lo• , 

Ensi rn I . A. 
Ensirn T. r . 
Ensipn ' . R. 
Lif'U• . E, i'l . 
C.A. P. B.C. 

S t.eerl e.l USilR . 
I as' , U<>l:R . 
azza, us::R. 
1urst , CSH. 

Sh rn, us::. 
Thi!Y f"rther reported "'"n last sean s~e wa• on fire, settling 
and t..rning in a circle. It • s believed t at this ship was sunk . 
Radio in';ercepts later t e nded ~" cor tr- this belief. She was 
raridly loosl.g headway. 

22 . In the meentim" Do.mal'e Control was gradually get tim!' 
all damar.e checked nnd clt>arl"< up. At 1247 a hea~· pypJ osion st ook 
the ship. It appcaretl to co e from amitlshlps well down in thn howels 
of t 1 11 ship. Col!rl1unicat1nn \'litt Central Station was i!'lmediately lost , 
all te1onhones except the JV line went out inclttding the ship ' s ser ­
vice phones , and a bad fir e broke out froM the main deck do'II'D to 
tho vicinity of Central Station just forward of the main elevator . 
All rressure was lost in ~h" fire r.ain forrard . Rudder indicators 
on the bridge went out , altho11fh steerlr- control 'l<'llS Tor· 1nl'. r:y 
\<~ing t•·n :JV lin" t.o tr'ck .,. e~'l to recPiV" reports of tre posit I n 
of t~ n rudd"r , steering ras retain~ or t~e bridre . :he forr.a~d 
&:To co·,pass s:•s';eJ:I TmS 0' t, but nft"!' &:To eo-)'l!oSS 800 reJl"&terS 
rere satisfactory. 

23 . This heav:• erylos\on at 1247 ..-as w~at causerl ·~tt loss 
of tl 9 ship. ''nt' 1 t a• ti.,e "Verrt'ling ~s rell under c'>n' rol. 
Full prop lsive po-er ...as ava'lable , sterr1~ .as o . ~ . , t" ship rns 
on an ev•m k"el and all fi rPs w"r• e1 tl er ou or under control. 
Th" cause of this explosion l1'1S \:ncertatn. At first it 1'188 t> o\.Cght 
to he a "sleeper" dud 1000- lb l·nmh w'lich rent off in the l>mo·els of 
tte ship. However , furthPr study 1ndicatPs t'lat s-mll gasol'lno leaks 
from the heavy po\mdi ng the shir ha• received had causod acoUttulation 
01 gasoline vapors in the lov•or rations and they were set off by 
srnrk of unknm'Il origin. In any event , rron t his time on th" ohip 
was doomed. 

24, Hoses from thll after section of th" 11.re r.ain .-ore 
l!!d out and ev~>r' ef~o t was Mde t" C<'':lhat the fire . mhe f1 re 
arr~ad after and additi•nal cor untcatio~s were gradually belng lost , 
T~~ fire DA1n pre~sure drorr•t •n ]C- 40 ll>s . llinor ~xplosions •ere 
recurring a • f'reqrent intervnl ~, 1 r.creas • r.& the 1lre. ' et!:er the s a 
•ere fr~m 5- lrch a"lla\:n1t1cn "0 r of or from t'>l!' thPr gasoline 
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vapors could not be determined . All lights f onrard flare out and 
t he main deck and belo1• were full of smoke. I t was a l osing fight 
to control tho fire . The :rv line to trick wheel went dead and I 
steered for a while with the engines . Poth gyros and repeaters 
were out and we used the magnetic compass. 

25 . At ahout 1600 , the one renainin~ phone workinr to 
Main Contr ol was getting very weak . l.!ain Control had reported the 
forward bulkhead of Afir m tmit was sn hot the paint was peeling off 
in l arge bUsters . I 10ave t hnm permiss i on to shift to the after 
spaces . Finally , ahout 1630 fear1ne I would lose a ll communication 
with them I ordered engineering personnel to s ecure th~ plant and 
get up on deck. The safeties were opened and t he ship came to a 
stop. I ordered l ife rafts made read~· and pr<>par a tions made to 
abandon ship. Fire fighting efforts Ylere still be1ng made unti l the 
engineering plant was abandoned when all water pressure was gone . 
At this time I asked Admiral Fitch for destr oyers t o cooe alongside 
and pass over fire hose sci thinY:inr, we might contr ol tre fire if vre 
got water . The Admiral irected DD 1 s to come alongside and a lso 
directed me t o disembark excess personnel t o t"e destroyers along-
side, In r esponse t" this t he USS !~ORRIS came alongsiil" and passed 
twohoses over 1 which were put to work 1 and excess personnel went down 
lines t o her Cleek . However , by this t iMe the fire was beyond control . 
Additional exnlosions were occurr lng ; it w• s r eported t he war heads 
on the hangar deck had been at a temper at\U'e of 1400 F; ready bombs 
stor age was in the vicinity of t he f ire and I considered there v..as 
da.nfler of the ship bloWing up at any minute . I had previously 
d irected sick and wounded to be disembarked in our whale boats and 
excess squadron personnel had gone on lines to the destroyer alongside . 

26 , At 170? Admiral Fitch directed me to ahandon ship. I 
issued the orders and order ly disemharkation began. Boats from ac­
companying s~ips came alongside and assisted . Preference Y.~s given 
to loweri ng wounded and injured into the boats . ~ost of the men went 
hand over hand dovm lines over the side and into the water on life 
rafts . Most of the men were off by 1800, Admiral Fitch and myself 
were t he last to leave thP bridge. He disembar ked forward where 
practically all had gone and I made a f1nal inspection aft . I found 
a numher of men aft on the starboard side and in the pert afte1· gm 
gallery where there seemed to be some difficulty; men i n the water 
were havint: troubl e gettinf; av-ay from t he ship due to drift . I 
directed t hose oen still on hoar d to shift to the s tarboard side aft 
whPr~ retting away was easier . I made a f'nal inspection and went 

aft where my executive officer, Commander SPligman, reported to me 
all men were off the ship. At t his t lme a tremendous exp1 osion about 
the vi c "nity of the elevator shook t he ship anrl we had to duck t o 
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avoid fallin~ derris . I directed C~~ndnr Seli~n to disem>ark . 
I saw hil'l in th~> water swir.l!!lillf tO"'ard an a:ppr oac»in" motor w')Qle 
!'oat . liav1 nr ass urAd mys~>lf there was nl'l otlter l1v1 nr oorson on 
the ship , I went down a linD hand over llnd and drorrDd orr into the 
water to be :picked up by a motor >~hale hoa t or the tJSS liiNNEAPOLIS . 
This boat t ook me to the USS I.!IIIIIEAPOLIS where I reported to Admiral 
Fitch. 

27. The pictnre of tre burninr and doo"!ed s hip was a 
magnificient but sad sight . The ship am crew had performed rlor­
iously and it seoned too had that she had to perish in her hour of 
victory. But she went to a r,lorious end , ~refitting tran the 
usual rate of the ~>ventual scrap heap or succ=hin~ to th<> rerilts 
or the sea . Sh<> went dorn in battle 1 art~r a glorious victory for 
our rorcPs 1n which th!' LEY.I!liTO!l ana her air grouJ> played so 
consricious a part . 

28 . The PHELPS was directed b~· tho Taslr Force Commander 
to sink the LEXI!IGTON by torpedoes . Fivn torpedoes were fired 1 nt 
least three hit , and she finally went under on an even keel . As 
she went under a tremendous explosi on occurred which r ocked ships 
for rniles around . It was the end of the LEXU!GTOII . These circum­
stances were reJ)Orted to me verbally by the CoMmanding Officer of 
the PHELPS . 

29 . The survivors were scattered a~ong nearly all of the 
accompanying ships. C>,,.ck- ups by sirnal di~closed a total of a out 
:?735' survivors. '1'"ere wor"' no drormlnps in th" water due to aban­
doninr ship so far as known. All losses of personnel were due to 
air c•mbat in the a1r r.roup or to th~ bomb explosions and fire on 
thn ship. The nrelimt~ry total of personnel losses subject to 
final c heck is 26 officers and ]90 men out of a total complament or 
295'1. Thi s in l. tseJ f 1s Cl'lnsidered tn l>e a remarkable achieveMent . 

CONCL~lOl~ 

30-l. Air offense is definitely s•Jp&rior to the defense . 

30- 2 . C"nhat patrols mtst patrol at 20 1000 feet to insure 
interception prior to attack of hir~-flyinl' Bnemy dive bombers . 

30- 3 . Anti - torpedo Plane Pntrols mu"t kAep in close to the 
torpedo release po1nt 1 11~ about 3000 feat nlt1tude, to insure inter­
ception of either high or low approac>, torp<'IIO nl'lnes . This em-
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pioyment of SFD ' s i s a make- shift at best ; t he best defense woul d 
be to have suffic ient fighters for botl't a hl gh and low patrol . This 
cond'tion will s eldom be realized . I n this particular a t tackL the 
Anti- torpedo Plane Petrol of SFD ' s was partially effec tive . Tney 
s hot down nine t orpedo planes , four with tor pedoes aboard four 
without , and one undetermined . They a l so shot down two r:i.ehter s . 
One SFD was shot down by e nemy fighters . T'e Anti- torpedo Plane 
Patrol on the port side of the formation made all the interc epts . 
It was in position 3000 yds . o uts ide of s creen at 2000 f eet , If 
it had be en at the designated altitude of 3000 feet , it ' s pos1 tion 
would have been more effective . It is cons i dered that ~e Anti­
tor pedo Plane Patrol of SBD' s i s amply just1 fied as 'hetter than 
nothing. 

30- 4 . Our personnel are s uperior in quality and skill to 
the Japanese . 

30- 5. The ship was com!'letely ready for the attack in 
every r espect. A total of 11 fighters were in the air f or de fens e 
against bombers , ann 14 STD ' s for defense against tor pedo planes , 
in addition to planes in the air for defense from t he YOPKTO\'IN , 
Al l guns wer e Mnned and ready. !Ja terial condition Zed to meet the 
attack was c ompletely set. Trenty-rive to thirty knots s peed was 
be1ng made. All personnel ~er~ alert . 

30- 6 , This battle definitely represented t he s1mpl~ 
problem of carrier agains~ carrier . Botl- 'lir grouns were attac'dng 
t '"le ot her ' s currier at al•out the sar.1e time . I predtctad ah<>ad of 
tir.te that it '''lls possible for both attacks to he s uccessfnl and 
for both opposinr carri<'rs to be destrnyed . ~11a.t is what ha!'nPned. 
But few of our attnc'·in~ rlanP.s were destroyed i n thr attack 1 tself 1 
whereas many of the Japanese pl anes were destro~•ed o•• onr fighters 
and AA f1 re in their attacl· on us . Th<> T.EP'l:GTCl: renained afloat 
for over sev"n hours and rescu.-..:1 about '12" of her J'Pl'SOnlll'l , whereas 
thP <>neny carrier is b"' ieve t o ·'lnv<' s·tnk witl>in the hour and to 
have lost a heavy perMntage of its per sonnel. 

10 -7 . 
"'ent'er . 
"'ere 1 n a 
LEXI'iG'i'Oll 

30- 8 , 

In t his hattlP the enemy '1ad t>e ndvan+al"e of 
The Lro<T':GT<'l' ,-,as in a olear· n.r,.a1 r.!1ereas the Japanese 
r a• n S!Juall area . :;evert'oeless , -che major part of the 
air attac1· group was able to f1nd its oh~rct1ve . 

Our m"Tl AA fire v1as , as us•1al , only partially 
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effective . The peneral tendPncy T'l\S still to u•e insufficient 
ler>d nncl ta fir e under the target . 

30-9 . The loss of t''" s !Up wn s caused ry an inter nal gas-
oline vapor explosion n"ar Central Station belO\'• tl\n armored deck 
in the vicinity of the forrard torpedo hit . Tl~s explosion resulted 
from ~inor gasoline leaks gradually accumulatinr highly explosive 
vapor in the area . It was undetected due to tho complete sealing 
of the ship in Condition Zed . The adjacent gasoline cnntrol room 
had bPen f looded and sea l ed with CA2 as a preventive rneas~e . For 
mea ns of preventing see recom•1eruiation 31-8 h"lovt . 

30- 10 . The material PPrformance was in general 'excellent . 
!1o gun stoppages or na terial f a ilures were reported by t he planes . 
The damage contrnl features of the design of the LEXIJ:GTON speak for 
t •emselves ; she remained afloat f or over seven hours after sustaining 
two torpedo hits , thrE>e homb hits and tv·o near misses am had to be 
ftnally sunk by additional tor pedo hits . 

30- ll . The per formancP of all personnel was magnificent . I 
cannot say too mucl· in praisP of the conduct of the personnel , of the 
officers and men of the LEXINGTON and her squadrons. ThA finest 
traditions of the Naval service ?1ere upheld in ever:· respect . L!any 
ca ses or individual her oism occurred , and they aTe too nume r ous t o 
mAnti on in this report . In accordance with Commander in Ch1e f , 
Pacific Fleet Instruc tinns i separa te l e tter is being submitted with 
recommendati ons for s uit ab e awar ds in t hese cases . Hmrever, I wish 
to emphasize that everv last officer and man per for med his duty w1th 
the grea test credit to hi~self 1 his family a nd hi• country. The 
c ountry can well he proud of their perforf'lance. 

30-12 , Our present "1et hods of training and tacti cs are 
s ound, as proven by this enengement. Cur attacks were succe ssful 
and exc,.pt for th1'1 gas oline vapor ex plosion t he ship v•ould :'lave 
been saved . 

RECO!c'BJIDATIONS 

31- l . That a new carrier , the f irs t availab1a 1 oo re- named 
the LEXINGTON t o carry on the traditions of t hat great ship. 

31- 2 . That ~he offi cers an<i men survivors of the LEXIrGT0!1 
and her air gr oup be r etainPd toget her as a unit , t o man the new 
LEXINGTOII. This will re of the utmost value for morale , not only 
of th~>se men hut for the countr y a s a whole , and will bes t utilize 
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t his group of well- trained , seas ned , and tested officers and cen. 

31- 3. That all carriers be il:r'le1iately fille1 to their 
allowance of 27 fighters. 

31- 4 , That oomhnt patrols patrol at 20
1
000 fe~t w' en 

enemy dive bomblnp attack is expected . 

31- 5' . That Anti- torpedo Plane patrnls be stationed at 
not more than 3000 yds , from the carrier at 3000 feet altitude for 
protection aga•nst Oath high and lo~ level torpedo planes . Fighters 
should be used ·or this if available , 

11- 6 , T~at ftrhters and torpo1o planes of grPate r ~r-
foraance be providPd to carriers as s •on an ~ssihle . 

31- 7. T"at ev~>ry effort he l'l&de t o strengtren the air de-
fense of carriers wHhnut sacrif1c1nP thAir offensive strenr,th. 

31- 8 , The t dnmage control ins trttc tlons to an ships 
oonta1p the follo~ing : 

Vi' a ever structural da!llllge occurs in thA gener al vicinity of 
gasoline tanks , possibility of accunulatton 1n confinPd spaces of 
danperous cor.contrations of gasoline varors e:-:ists , The follOI'I'int 
i~~~r<edia te s teps trust be ta:.:en to pr event destrrctive explosions : 

1 , Pimp all gasolin" tanks in the v t c • n1 ty overboard or to 
tanks in an unda'll!lged area and keep theM flushel w1 th 
salt water . 

2 . Take all steps practicable to pr~>vont sparks anywhere 
near tho damaged area . 

3 . Ventilate the damafed area thorouchly by all practicable 
ceans, includ lnp b~lre pumps , even thot~ it involves 
partially breaking material condition Zed irl that a rea . 

31- 9. 'i'hat additional fire "ight1nl' arra atus be installed 
on carriers, preferably separat<>d units of diesel povtered fire JIUI'IJ>s 
and hoses , so that entire reliance is not rlaced on the fire ma i ns . 

31-10. That more rescue breathiJ>P or oxyr,en s~oke helmnts 
he provided , Several hunrired should be tl ,,. minim\:m and alJ men 
trnlned in their use. 
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SU!ll!AR'' OF RESULTS 

32 . Enemy Damage 1-lav 7th: 

By LEY.INGTOtl Air Group: 

1 carrier (RYUKAKU) sunk. In addition proba ' ly all her 
plan~s were l ost and practically all personnel. 

4 zero enemy fighters (type zero) s 'lot do~m at 1745: 
2 probable enemy zero destroyed at 1745. 
1 type 9? VF at scene of cartier attac~ ( VB-2) . 
1 type 9? VF at scene of carrier attack (VB-2) . 
1 3- place seaplane probable, near scene of carrier 

at tack (VF- 2) . 
2 VF type 9? by VF 2 at scene of attack on enemy carrier. 

Total: 

1 cv , (presumably 80 planes) ; 11 planes additional in 
combat (part of 80) . These losses do not include 
planes shot down by YORKTon; planes . 

Our losses , l.!ay 7th: 

1 SBD shot down by enemy fighters at scene of attack. 
1 SED damaged at scene of attack , force- landed on 

Rossel Island. Pilot and gunner may be safe. 
1 VF shot down by zer o fighters at 1745. 

Total: 
3 planes , crew of one of which may be safe. 

33 . Enemy losses . !.!a v 8th : 

1 carrier (SHOKAKU) probably 'sunk with all plan s and 
heavy loss of personnel. 

4 VT shot down in vicinity of LEY.IIID"'ON (by AA) . 
1 VT shot down in vicinity of LEXINGTON (by VB- 2) . 

By VF- 2 : Certain: 

2 VS at enemy carrier. 
1 VF, type 00, at enemy carrier . 
1 VF 1 Me- 109 1 over LEXIHGTON. 
1 VF 1 00 1 over LEXIJ;GTOII, 
1 VF 1 0 1 over LEXIJ:GTON. 

- 13 -
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U. S .S . LEXINGTON 10- fd CV2/Al 6- 3/0100 

8 -E-C- R- E- T !day 1 5, 1942 . 

Subject : Report of.Action - The Battle of t he Coral Sea , 
7 a nd 8 May 1942 . 

Probable : 

2 VF, t ype 00, at enemy carrier . 
1 VF, Me- 109 , over LEXIHGTON. 
1 VF , 96 , over LEXIHGTOJI . 
1 VT, over LEXINGTON. 

By VB- 2 : 

4 VT with torpedoes near LEXINGTON. 
4 VT without torpedoes near LEXINGTOJI . 
1 VT or VB without bombs or torpedoes near LEXINGTON. 
2 VF near LEXI!IGTON. 

2 VF , type 97, shot down by VT? on r eturn from a ttack. 

Total: 

1 CV (presumably 80 planes) probably S\~; 29 planes 
additional in combat (part of 80) . These losses do not 
include planes s hot down by YORKTOWN planes (or AA fire 
in vici nity of YORKTOVIN) • 

Our l osses . :Jay 8th: 

1 carrier (LEXINGTON) sunki but VIi th 92% personnel and 
18 planes saved ( planes anded on YORKTOWN) . 

7 VF shot do1•m at scene of attack on enemy. 
1 VT lost, out of gas returning; personnel may ba safe . 
3 SBD lost, out of gas returning ; personnel may be safe. 
1 SBD l ost , shot down as anti- torpedo plane patrol at LEX INGTON. 

Total: 
12 planes , personnel of 4 of which may be safe . 

)4. It is believed the above figure s spea k for t hem-
selves and that on the 7th and 8t h of May, the LEXINGTON and her 
air group a chieved two great victories in our cotmtry 's cause 
and that her perfornances will P,O down in the annals of the J~avy 
a s an outstandinp examnl e of devotion to duty and successful 
a ccomplishment of a missinn. 

- 14 -
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CV2/Al6- 3( 0100) U.S .S . LEXIIlGTOII 10- f d 

Subject: Report of Action , ThA Battle of the Coral Soa 1 
? and 8 'lo.y 1942 . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
3$. This report of t hese actions is as accurate a s 

I can deter~nA at this ti~e . I have obtalned written state­
~Pnts from key personnel and can elaborate on any points if 
furt' er details are desired , especially on material matters . 
If rny recollt!ll•m<la t ion to keep the off' col"s end crev· to~ether 
is apnr oved 1 it will facilitate supplemontal reports. 

36. Th'l ques tion of whether or not the SHOKAKU i s snnk 
may he controversial at t his writtnr . llo r eport of any sightinp, 
of the SHOKAKU since the attack has heon r~cPivod . All informa­
tion in my possossi. n poin~s t o t hA prohnhllity of tho only 
carrier pr oceed in~ a•·ay from the area b"' n~ tho damaged ZUIEAKU, 
which bas been r onorted from r adio intelligcnoo . From the reports 
of pilots at the scene1 s tating she ~s sottlinr , on fire , c1r­
cl1f!E but rapidly looSl.ng all -.my, unl<'ss nositive infor'lllltion 
otherwise exists , I r,.liove the SEOKAKU snnk shortly after the 
attack. 

Copies herewith for : 
Cominch. 
Opnav . 
Co.,':'askFor- 17 

By separate registerer! ma n : 
CornTaskFor- 11 . 
Com Car PacFl t , 
CO YORKTO't.ll. 
BuAer . 

FREDERICK C. SHER~N. 

1 
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) '&y 15, 1942. 

CROSS-IND~X SKEET 

Por «-ocrtent froo 'ienoral naeArthur on tha t 

par t of Presi dont 1 1 metSI&l"8 to him Of t'a.y 6 , 1942 , 

re~ar dinr oat~hliahneot or adequate ceneorship 

or .. aaa~ee eocdn• out ot Auatrali a aee tile 

A7- 2 
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Att, -3 (s.w. f>~J~e> • 
Frort~ : 
To: 
llay 1! , 

General Patch 
Generd larshU 
101.2. 

l(a,y 7th at 7 :04 a . 11. •n"'"l' oubr-arin~ 'ltW.clc.,. ·s "Chl.,.." J4 ••1-s sou~h~s~ or Nouxea enrout~ Be~ w!+t c~~reial car~o . " Chloe• O<'nt SoS Y.ivinr poslt1on and rtatln~ att.fto'<, Attack eontinu~d un til 9:15 a . m. when "Chloe" wa• •unk ~ -unrt r A, PO •hot~ i n all booln• fi red . Su!Jl:nrtn~ east J tins of biocuita '"to water n•ar bolito cont.a. rtn~ aurvivor.s an~ re•atnfK! on surface in v cinity of t~inkin~ until a bout 9:45 a . ~ . t.h~n sul:Per·~ . 

Free French MJnbont "Chevreuil" lef t vicinity Noun:ea on south• rly course at 5:~15 • · • · lay 7th ana waa ohio clo•es t to •cr 0<' • at tl,... o!' sr.~ and a1 cur..n- attack . 

Free French ~li>eion here were requested nt 9 a . m. to send special rr.esaaf'e to "Ch,.vroutl" d.irectior- ht~n· t.o t~roeeed to scene of at.t.ac'< ~nd extteu.:.e n•e~s~ar: ntlve.l a c tion . ':'hey r"··osect cor.ply a.r.d have 5inee stated "the lr-.t..rvl"nt.ion or t.!'!e Ch~'Vl"'eUil eoulr! ~ave no efficacyr al•o 0uote thnt th~ hel or Chevr~uil would hnv& only a most insiFnificnnt 1111litary v•lue , and that it woulti not outwcirh tho 
B~riOU5 inc~nv~nience ~rat th~r@ is in OXpoPin· Qov~rno~ S~UtOt to no rreat a dant-t"r . • Chevr.euil w1t.h Gov~rnor Saut.ot ' rrison~ r a.board 1a 
reror~ed "'rnceedinr to Auc'Uend , New Zealand . 

"Ch~vreuil 11 W!\8 in position to be of t:"rt'l! tent ooa:siblc 
11c.lue in &i itary wo.y as st"~ i:s t:..-t~r efluipr""td ror antl~·•'-,.rinf" wa.r­
r~~ tn al~ respPcts th~n nnv vea~~l avs1~abl~ and was w!•h!n ea~y cnJ 4 lin ranr,f'l of an &rea wt.Prein Jat'\ru\efte subr'arint- rc ... a~ned surfaced ror wore than 2 hours , 

Thia action is ind!ca~ive c~ •ttitudP ~r•vio~~ly report•~ 
in ry ~Pssa~es l'v 6tr and 7th ~!i~ic~l s•~u&tion h~rA . 
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To: 

c 0 p y 

GHQ, SliPA 

Cnior of St.&ff 

• SECRET 

No. liE 17o, llq 8 , 1942. 

tained 
~hat I should 
the Pacific. 

•eYolt'o radiogram of the 6th con­
\1111 r :n!o\ feel i n order to properly answer tiio query 

givo ~ ostimats of the general etrntegic oituation in 

The fall or Corregidor and tho c ollapoe of resiotance in the 
Pldl1ppinea , wltb thu defeat in Burma , brines about a new situation in 
this theatre . At lust 2 ene:oy diYlaiona and all the Air Force in tho 
Ph111ppinea will be roloued for other a1as1ona . Japanese troops in 
11a1qa and tho !lotberlands East Indios a.ro susceptible of being re­
grouped tor an ottenaive effort elsewhere alnce large &arr iaona will 
not be required because of tbe c010placoncy of tho native popu4tion. 

Tho Japenoao llavy is as yet unchallonaod and is dlopoeod lor 
fUrther otfenoivo effort. A preliminary move is now under way , probably 
initially against Now Cuinea and tho line of communica t ion• between the 
United States and Austr alia . This oerioa of events releases an enor ­
=ously dangerouo ona107 potential in the Woo tern Pacific . 

That tho situation will remain otaUc ie aost ilprobablo . I 
aa of the op1nion that tho Japensoe will not undert.eke largo oporaUono 
against India at this tiJ>e . That area 1a undoubtsdly within tho scope 
of their all1tory aabition but it would be atrategicall.r adviaabla for 
thea to dater i t until a later date . On tho other hU>d, the enUI,)' ad­
vance toward the Sout.h bu been supported by the eatablioluoont of a aer­
i e s of basea while hlo left i s covered froa t.he llandated Iolande . He 1a 
thus prepared to cont1nue in tbat direction . Mor eover , operation• in 
these wa taro will pemi t of the r egrouping of his Naval and Air for ceo 
to mee t n thr oat !'roe> the East . Such le not tho case in a 11ove111ent to­
ward India . Ho muot tllrust into tho Indian Ocean without adequate oup­
port1ng baeoo , relinquishing the poooiblllty of concentr ating hio Naval 
strength in either ocean . 

The allita.r.r roquireaeota for a declahe Indian caapei£11 are ao 
he&'fY that it caMot be uooertakeo unoor those conditions. On the other 
hand, a e:ont.inu.at.1on of b.ls southern aove:::ent at this tlae will civ-• ad­
dod aatet.r for bil .. antual 110vo to the weot . In Ylew of thle situation 
I dee it t.t.o utaoat aportanca to provide adeqw.te security for Austra­
lia and the Pacific Area, thus maintain1ni a constant frontal defence and 

SEORJ:UT 
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a t"lan.i< t.hren aaainot 1:\Jrther IIOVotaont ~0 tho oouthward. Tb11 
should be followed at the earl1oat possible moment b,r o!ten1ivo 
action or b,y ot least a autficiontly danger ous initial threat of 
oftena1ve action to t.ffect. tho onu;y ' s plano and dispositions. 
Tbia would •eet the de:oand of the "-od4te atra~cic situation 
and would aatbt'y Aaerico.n public o,>in!on b7 providinG an adequate 
effort in the only theat.re which 11 charGed oxcluaiYely to the 
Uni~ed States. 

I agret with the President as to tho tredomprevent (? ) i ta 
IIILXt.\111 support . Only u.!ted aeaiataoco, howovor, can be trans­
ported there so that the noctaaity for a 2nd front is self evident . 
That !ron~ should be in the Pacific theatre . Nowhere elao can it 
b. 10 auccusfully launched and no..-here el1e will it so aasiat tho 
ftulaians . Tho Siberian presourt aow exerUd on him b,y Japou1 will 
be at once reloaaod , peraittinc him e ither to utW:e hie Siberian 
r esources i n direc t support of hie ~\aopean f r ont or to join hie al­

lies in the Pacific attack . I n additi on , it would protect Australia; 

it would protect I ndiA since tho beat defence for IndiA 11 provided 
in the Pacifi c ra thor than in t.bt Indian Ocean , and it would b4ve the 

enthusiastic p11Jcholopco.l support of the anUra knican na~ion . 

The first otep in the execution of tlllo conception 1o the 
atr ongtheninf of the position in this area . kt this time thoro are 
present all tho elements to produce another d15ns tor . If serious 
one~ pressure •ere applied against Austral!~ prior to tho dovolop­
••nt.a of adequat-e and ba.le.need la.nd , sea and •1r foreaa tho aitua­
t1oo would be extrtaely precarious . The axtont or the territory to 

be defended ia ao nn and the c..-unication facWties are ao poor 
that the enOJIIY, •oving freely by ..-a tar , ha~prepop<~ere.nt aanntap • . .... ~\ 

My r adio of ~ lot number ed 558, preoented a brief account 
of the preaent inadequacy of tho forces now hero . !n view of tho 
enemy potentiolitioo I consider it essentitl for the security of this 

country thtt H be reinforced aa follo-.a, t.b.l<ina u a point of depert.­

ure the Australb.n land and air forces in priorities of dneloP-ent 
aa out.llned in Wllf radio nu:aber U.l, and United St«teo forces now allo­

cat ed to this area: 

2 aircraf t carr iers i n order to provide a balanced aea 
force and a reasonnble coverage of the adjacent sea areae; 

on an increase froa ~00 to 1 ,coo front line plene a in 
United S~tta air forcea with an adequate tlow of replace­
aant personnel and o:ateriel to aaintain table or organiu­
tion atrengtb; 

1 United States ~ Corps of J firat-claaa div1a1ona 
capable of executing a tactical offenoivo •ovement . 

- 2 -
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Such o forco will give reasonable ~eauranco of a successful 
defence of Australia and will provide an odaqunt.e baee for 
counter oftinaive action . I cannot too a~rongly represent 
that t~o aofonaivo force bore •uat bo built up before boatilo 
direct prooouro 11 applied for it would then be t.oo late. Wo 
aust. anticipat-e tho future or •• will tind ourselTes once aore 
c010platel,r outnu.bered . 

Tho attrition policy, •~ilo oouad , is susceptible or 
dan&eroua applications and in thls caao can lead 1.0 tho grnoat 
di!ficult1oo . The resources of Japan, while ai8inishin& in soao 
r espects , are increasing in others ~ virtue of her acquisitions 
through conquest . However her ultimate potential strength may 
dillinia~,hor auccoaa a uring tho noxt yoar will be dotorained not 
~ her booic potential but by her atrongth at t~e point of appli­
cation o! ponr . At that point , u 1\oa alw113s baen the case 
since the bocinning or thls war, aho boa tho ad"Mt.ego in both 
nwabers and quality of troope . Due to her unchellenpd e..-and 
or tbe ae.aa ahe ia able to .zoncentrat. on a chosen object.!•• and 
ovonboa tho dofen<lers through superiority ot .aans although 
the actual nwobore of the !orcea aha utilitaa ~ not be lar~o . 

l.lnctu-thur . 

SEOl .. ~·.r 
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e SECRET 
QQ. f.! 

Number Jl , ~ley 6 , 1942 . 

Per sonal from tho President , for General UaeArthur 

I have seen your telegram No . 151 of Wny third to Ceor ge 
Uarshall and I want you to know that I tully appreciate the dif­
ficulties of yow- position . They ar e the same ldnd of difficul­
t i es which I am having with t he Russians , British , Canadians , 
Mexicans ~ Indians, Persians and others at different points of 
the co~pass . Not one of them is wholly satisfied but I ruo at 
least succeeding in keeping all of them reasonably satbfied 
and have so far avoided any real rows . I am especially trying 
to a void any future public controversies between Mr . Churchill 
and llr . Curtin . 

The Pacific 'liar CouncU , under lilY Chairmanship, has now 
met i n Washington for a month and a half and all is otill ser eno . 

In the matter of grand str ategy I find 1t difficult this 
Spring and SUlllmer to get away from lho s imple fact t hat the Rus­
sian armies are killing more Axis personnal and destroying more 
Axis aateriel than all t he other twenty-five United Nations put 
together . Therefore , it bas see~ed wholly logi cal to support the 
great Russian effort in 191..2 by seeking to get all munitions to 
t hem that we possibly can , and also to develop plans aimed at di­
vert ing German land and air forces from the Russian f r ont . 

I know that you will feel the affect of this . But at the 
same time , we will continue to send to you all the air strength 
we possibAy can and s ecure, if possible , the chain of Islands an 
tho line of com:nunications . We will also s trike as quickly and 
as often as possi ble against the Japanese supply line between Ja­
pan and Australia . One of our subaoarines got a 22 , 000 ton Japan­
ese aircraft carrier a few days ago . 

furthermore, i t i s of the utmost impor tance that ws con­
tinue to put out of action each month more Japanese ships , naval 
and co~ercial , and more Japanese planes than th~ can build . This 
process of nttr ition, if continued, will make later oper ations on 
our part progressively more cer tain of success . 

I wish you would let me heve your personal guess on whether 
Japan will continue large operations against India and Ceylon or 
will stop at approximately the Calcutta line . Also , as to whether 
an all-out attock will be launched against Australia or New Zealand . 

- 1 -
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• 
Tho only difficulty I u having hera is a good dou or 

loose newopt1par t.alk coming out of Auatralia , and I auggoat you 
do all pooeiblo to got a cenaorohlp on out-coing aeoaagoo froa 
Australia and poooibly Nn Zealand aloo . 

I ••• no r•••on why you ahoul.d not. continue d1scuaa1oD 
of aillt.ary utiArl rlt.h Australian PriM IU.oiat.ar, but I hope 
you rlll try to haYO bia tnat t.hoa u confidential -ttore and 
not uao t.hea for public aeooape or tor appeals to Churchlll and ... 

Alao, I very much hope t.ho Auotraliana can leave tholr 
persoMel in the Near East, as thie will malta a biG aifforonco in 
preventing O.r~n.Y fro• making a serious drive against Turkey, Sy­
r ia, Egypt or Libya . This is especially iaportant beca.ae of the 
increased turn-around in shipplnc invol vod 1n aoving thaao t.roopo 
to Australia and replacing thOlll froa Croat Britain. H would aoan 
a r eduction 1n otrongth of 60 ,000 mon 1n tho lliddlo E&st, cr ... tlnC 
a QOSt aer1oua ha~ard . 

I wall roali:o your difficult problema, and tbat you haYO 
to be an Ambaaaodor as wall eo SuproM C..-ndor. 

My wara regards . Cood luck. 

ROOSt.VELT . 

- 2-
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WAR DEPARTMEI T 3 =59 P11 

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE C NTEii 

INCQIIJNG MESSAGE 

rr•a IJ8AJ'IA 
'l'ot O.ell'al George C. lilarahll 

ll'o . &G 15118 

'ftle dir ecu vo t o tile co•1111der in chit f t a the 
Boutlnreet PacU1o area wu deUvere4 b:r Colonel 
Olltnader on April 25th. 'il'Ull t he l1m1 t ed fore~ .8 11t 
•1 4iapoaal tho a t asioaa at•oigued InUit be < onot rued 
in large JI«WUre 88 a pat·~ern ff11' future df velop~cmt. 
Jfoua of the thr- al-ts of ll'aval , air 0 1 fJ1'0UI4d 
a t reartll aro a t present adf>qllat e. The •it• at11lD with 
'i'&JUd to eocll 1a u follO'IIll f 

(l) Tl.lo ll'aval force llzs direct &ir t;~UlPOl' 1 due 
to the absence of a carri er and ie tberef m e El'ti t able 
onl7 for operat ion& of a mi nor &nd aubaidit ry na ture. 

(2) Tbe Auatralillll Air Pol'ee will r eq"Liro IUilY 
aontha t or .1 ta dnalo)HHtllt. Thie force •iH Al• .aye 

· be abaorbad to a large extent in the defenc ~ ot the 
Y&rJ' exteua~ve coast l ine of th~s conttu~~ . 

Tbe Uni ted Stat es Air Corpa strength comr r lwee 
2 lle&YJ b<Nbardaent (f.r'oups , 2 - dl\ua boabu c!Jieut 
g.r'OU~ leaa 2 oquadl'ons , u d 3 pursuit Bl'"' 'I'B gt ·~b 
1001 T/ 0 0,p0ra t ing air craft plus 50i in ref erve , no 
apecifio Dumbf»' having beon asstgued for "'' e t aP,a . 
Air Corpa oOII;'gani u.tion ud trainillg are flU bal.Oil' 
the required a t udard fllld i t will require It l Gaat 4 
-the of the noat int&~~siyo effort to r~8(h a BllUs taetorr 
ooa41 t1011 . 

( 3) 'filo p •ound t r oope are not prepar&<' . 

Tile Au o trnuu li:l!'li:1 hu 011e 41 Y1s1on ud CDo 
4ivieioa l ese t wo bripdos whicb have r etu1 ned f r o. 
tba aiddle oaet wbicb are undoubtedl7 effectiYo 
troope. ODo add1t1oaal d1Yia1011 in the hoae f orce 
uapproadl:lnl c-.at oondi t1oa. Tile r..nit. der of 
tbe li:l!'li:1 i s CICIIlPOflacl of a aili Ua in a Yer) :lndiJ!:terent 
etate of t~ntai.ng and equiPE'lDt whiob cu ~ • p••eparetl 
f'or COIIbat oaly b7 proloaged 1111d 1ntenah ·e -tlJO<!B . 
It will b e be eeYeral -the before tbee. t rOWJd 
troops are l'ead)'. 

F ILE 
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WA, 

~· ~bttldfti!'eilf~~ dt;teiODS her3 or 

iiJ rMm~:Vl~;Ta#t•t" •ht• 

b vl ew of tlse ... iped ll&ieatoa ud tile ei.ze al!lf 
c- ~~t~ltioa at tile fOI'Ct8 now a 'Jailabl e or allocated 
I tlad IIJ'G$1f 111 aeed at the tollO'!fiug addi tienal 
baeic bf~t1oa 1Jl order to per.fect IQ' plan. : 

(1) fbe aa~ of tbe offeneive that 1e 
coat a.pl ated to be l UIDclaed .frca this cd ll<ljac6Dt ar-. 

(2) The ei.Ee of the f<JI'ee that ta expected to 
be -tuall~ alloted for its eoo<5~pl1ebant. 

( 3) All appro~te idea of the date wllan 
Rei! aad epvaticm coul.d be expoetod t o 111it1dect . 

With tb1a - 1Jlf~t1on rega?ding the bsaic ~trategic 
caacepta oi the a!11ed nations 1 will be ia a 
p0111t1011 t o perfeut local plone nn 

&et101l Copy : 

lllf o, Copi ell : 
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«*I 
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-· 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF" THE CHIEF OF" STAFF 
WASHINOTOH 

• SECRET 

llay 6, 1942. 

IIDIORANDUlt FOR TKE PRESlDE/iT: 

lour proposed 11uaage ~ C.oneral llacArthur •••ta tho situa­tion perfectly . Howner, I wggeat an addition to the third paragraph Croa tho ond, which ellphaaizee tho ialportonca or tho matter . Tho whole 
.. uage, with the chance auggested, 1a reproduced below: 

•Por General. llacArthur - Personal. rroa the Pruidont: 

I b&n aeon your telegraa No . 151 ot lla.y third to 
Georco llarahol.l end 1 want you to lr:now that I fuU7 opp:-e­
ciato tho ditficultioa of your position. Tbay are tho auoe 
kind of ditticul t.ieo which I &II having w1 th the Russian a, 
Britisb,Canadions, Woxicano, Indiana, Persiono and others 
at different points o! the eoapau. Not one of th,... la 
wboll7 oaU&fled but I aa u least aucceodin& in lteopinc 
all of thea roosonably satisfied lind have oo tar noidod 
any real rowe . I u ospacially t.rying to aYoid any futuro 
public controversies b&tween Mr . Churchill and Mr . Curtin . 

Tho Pael.tle liar Connell, under ar Cbairu.noblp, b&a 
now an in 'llaahington for a aonth and a halt and all 1a atill 
eerene . 

In tho utter or grand strategy I find it ditlieult 
thlo Sprtnc and su-er to got away rroa tho aiaple fact that 
tho Russian araies are ltilling aoro Axis poraonnel and des­
troying •ora Axis Ktoria1 than all tho other twenty-tin 
United Nations put together . Therefore , it hoe seeaod wholly 
logical to support the creat Russian effort in 1942 b1 aeok­
in& to got all aunit1ona to the• that we poaaibl7 can , and 
&lao to d..,olop plana aiaed at dinrting C.run land and air 
forces Cr011 tho Russian front. 

I lr:now that 70U will feel tho effect or this . Sut ,at 
tba sUA ttu , wo will continua to send to ~u all tho air 
atrength ft poaaib~ can and oacuro, it poaaiblo , the cba1n ot Ialando on tho Uno or cooaunications. 'lla will al.ao 
atriko aa quicl47 and as often aa poooible againot the Jap­
onue supply line between Jap&n and Auatralia . Ono of our 
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nt.o.rineo got a 22, 000 ton Japanoaa aircraft carrier a rn 
...,. aco. 

Furt.boraoro, it 1a of \.he utmoat i.llportanco that we 

continuo to put out of action oacb aont.b aoro Jap&r~uo abipo, 

nnal and c0111ercial, IUid 110r0 Japanese planes tban t.be7 can bu.Ud 

Tbia procooo of attriUon, 1! eontinuecl , will ulce later oper­

ations on our part prosreaainl,;y aor• certain of oueco ... 

I wiab :you would let 1114 han :your paroonal guooo on 

what.ber Japan will eontioue larco operation• againot Incl1a 

IUid Ce:ylon or will atop at approxiaatal.;y \.he Caleutta l,ine • 

.Uao, •• to wbathor an all-out attael< will be launehod a­
gAinot Australia or How Zealand . 

Tho onl:y d1C!ieult:y I aa haYing hero 1a a good deal 

of loose n ... opaper t.alk eOIUDC out of Australia, and I au&­

pot you do all possible to get a eensorship on out-coioc 

aaoaages from Australia and poaoihl:r New Zealand aloo . 

I 111 no reason ~ you should not continue diaeua­

oion of allitar;y aattoro nth Australian Priae ltinister, but 
I bope :you will try to ban h1a treat t.bea u confidential 

lll&ttors and not use thu for public """"ill or for appaals 

to Churchill and ""' • 

.Uao, I nry auch hope tho Auatraliano can lean 

their paraonnel 1o \.he lloar Eaat, as this will ulce a big 

difference in prevontio& Cera&ey froa lll&ltio& a serious drive 

against Turkey , Syria , Egypt or Libya. Thi• is eapag1ally 

1!oortAnt. bteouse or the insreaopd turn arpuod in ah~ 

inYolved in !oyipg thttt trOOP3 tg Austrolia apd ropltsing 

S.be• £rOll Great Btitaip. It would MAA a rtd!u;tion ip okength 

ot 60, 000 Mn in the Middle East . greating 1 aqst ttrioua ha-

!J!!!!.. 

I well reali<e your difficult probloa&, and that :you 

ban to be an Aabosoador aa nJ.l ao SUpreao Co=uv!er. 

~ warm regards. ~od luck. 

- 2- SECRET 
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lllt,y s, 1942. 

la.IIORA!f DOll FOR 

In v iew of •all ld.nua or thi.oia' , t.lw t would > ou th1nll: or ret aendinl soae thiD& llke the tollonn& to OIJU&l u i&acAr thur? 
•For Gene ral MacAr thur - Peraonal f r om the Preaidan t a 

I have aea.n your t ele&r &ll Ho. 151 or May third to Geor&e ~ltraball and I wan t yo>u to know tba t I l\tlly a pprec iate the ditti cultiea of your poaiti on. They are the 1aae ltincl or d1fticult1es v;hi ch 1 u bav1nc w1 th the Ru1ai1Dlb, Dri t ish, Canadia.na, llaxi cana, 
Ind1r.AI 1 Por a1a.na and othor s "t different pointl of the coc pa... Mot one or th• 11 wholly l l t i s t1ed but 
I U at l east I UOceeclinl 1n lte eptn.l all Of t he:a 
r eaaonabl)' l at1s fied and have 10 far a voided any r eal r owa . I am ospocially tryins to avoid any fut uro publ ic oont rove r aiea between llr. Churchill 
and 11r. cur tin. 

n .. Pacific War Cuuncil, \lll<oar lilY Chair unahlp, hal now ma t 1n Wa sh1ncton for a aonth and 1 belt and al l 1s at i ll s er e ne. 

In the catter or cr and atra • •IY I rtn .. it cUffi­cult this Sprin& aDd S~er to cat away tro2 th'!l aaple tac t th:lt tha i\Uuia.n a raies ar .. .dllinf: 110re 
Axia per s oM el and dol t r oy1nl 11t0r e Axil caterieJ than all the ot he r t~enty-f1vo Uni t ed llationa put to&atbar . !beretora, it hu s e eaed wholly losical to suppor t the &re .. t lluuian effor t in 1142 b;t s eeldns t3 &et all mmtt1ons to t hem that we po.,ibly can, an4 all o t o d evelop plans atoecl 11 t di vert1ng Gei"IIIM l and and a ir torcoa t r oc t he Rv.a lian front. 

I know tha t you nll feel the effect of th11 . t at t bo S&IIO tJ.ae , we •il l continue to aend to you ali the air atr en1th we poaaibl y can ancl secure , if po111bl e , th o chain of I elanda on ~he line of cornmun1o&t1one . We will a lao 1 t r1ke a l quickly and •• oft en a a poaai ble asa1na t the Japanese euppl y lin· bet"Aeen J a pan and 
Australi a. One or our aublaarinll l Ot a 22,000 t on 
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Japaneao a ircraft carrier a tow daya aao. 

J'Ur thel'llor e , it is of the u t 0101t illlpor l:allce 
that we continue to put out or action each 
80nth mor e Japaneae lhi pa, naval and co~rcial, 

and more Japan .. • planea tbAUl they ean build. 
!his proceu or ettritioo, if continued, will 
uke la ter operations on our part procrcuivel y 
mor e cer tain of IUcceaa. 

I wilh you would let .e have your personal 
cuesa on whether Japan •111 continue lar ae 
opor il.tiona a&atnst India a.M Ceylon or will 
atop at a pproximatel y the Calcutta line. 
Also, as to whsther an all-out attack will 
be lAunched aeainst Australia or new Zealand. 

The only dit!'ieulty I aa havtn& here ia a 
good deal of loose newapaper talk coMin& out 
Of Austr alia, and I 8UIIOi t you do all pOII i ble 
to get a ccnsor 3hip on out-going measages rrom 
Austral ia and poaaibly Haw Zealand alao . 

I see no r ea:on wby you should not continue 
diacuaaion of militar y matter s with Austr alian 
Prime W1n1a ter , bu t I hope you will try to 
b.avo hUI treat them as confidential matt era 
and not use th.. tor puilic aeaaagea or tor 
appeal• to Chul"ch1ll and ••. 

Also, I very much hope the Auatral1anl can 
leave their peraonnol in the !lear East, aa 
~~is will eake a bi& difference 1n preventina 
Germa.ny f r 0111 uklnp; a serious drive aga1na1. 
TUrkey, Syria, !l)'pt or Libya. 

I well realize your difficult problema, 
and 1:bat you have to be an Allbasaador as well 
as SUpreae Comoander. 

ICy n r 11 r egard a. Good l uck. 

'l. D. R. 
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 
PBIOIUTT 

h oa: .,u.tralia 
To: Chief of Otatf 

J o 151 .. y 3rd, 1942 / 
I aa e~arr~Gd by your nuaber 8 30th whi c h aeeas to 

laply eoao brencb of frankness oo a y part . I can a8uure 
you that ootbiog 1o f urthe r f r oa my thougbt a. I naturally 
know ootlling of cotuounications between the Prime tdnlotertJ 
ot Grt>at .CrltaJn aud AWitra11a and do not ltnow tile content 
or purport o1 the •~ssa~ to which you refer. MJ poaitioo 
here ia a dol ieate one. The Priae ainister, wbo ia also 
a in loter to•· deferr.e , states that bJ 1a• a.o well aa obl1-
ptioa be ir respo11aible not only to Ills parl1aa eot bot 
to the people tor •11 aeanurea affecting tbe security ot 
bis country a nd tbureforo inaiats be upon his right to 
soaJOOn M t 11 con fok'8Dce where be expecto to recei•e co•­
plete intor~~~&t ion regarding tbe situation. It i o ay con­
ception tba l roy posi tion requires 1111 to be awallable to 
t be bead of tbia gowernaent in equal aaoner ae to tbe 
bead of ay C>tYn puver DJOGnt. J ba• a attended t beso oonfer­
encoo , explolninl: tul l y tbe lilllitatione placed upon 118 
by ay direcUwe to tbe effoot tbat 1 na reapontoib1e 
ne ltber tor IJTa n•l s trate117 nor tor tho allC<)at ion ot re­
e ourcea trou tbe llritisb Bapire or tro:a the United States . 
'Tbe Priae e!nist<or bas aeked ay opinion on ltAJIJ apeclfic 
queatioos r.ld 1 t-awo given i t frc.l:r but witb no idea 
tbat it wa• for other purpoee tbao b1c oeo personal intor­
aatioo . • wieh t o ansure you tbat l bAYe no idea of bring­
i ng pren••ro to benr t broucb a oy channel• opon to t be 
Awst r an., gowernJM~nt in or der t o eupport indirectly any 
•1-e t lllt I ltlly bold. Be recently brought up a definite 
queatioJ thot bod pr evi ously been raised by tbe Priae 
ainiete· of England rega r ding tbe possibility of tba 
a llocat ion or 1 Br itieb infantry d1vio1on and a Brttiab 
araored ~1vis1oo to Australia to placa of tbe approxiaately 
48000 •JJtral i ao troops now bein1 bald i n the Middle laat . 
l was cloo asked as to tbe adw1aab111ty ot tbe fulftl .. nt 
of t be · nglteb prl:>lllse of an air carrier to supple .. nt 
t ~e nfA\1 f orces in tb1s area. I 11Dhoaitati ng1y ,a•e as 

SECRET 
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

Froa Australia to Cbief of Staff Wo 151 Pace 2 

ay profeaaional opinion that both of thoae .... ~. ebould 
be accoepliebad if possible. l lmow of notbiDS alae which 
dealt with Br itieb reinforceuenta tor tbis area . In ay 
reports to you over the laat S a~ntha l baYo frankly out­
line.! ay flh•ate;ic concepte but ba•e addresued sucb coa­
aunicationa to no one else. I havo ondoawourod to obaer•• 
sc•·upulOU3ly proper cbanue ls ot co .. un1cat1on and have in­
variably accepted without reoerYation ouch dt rect1Yes and 
polieiea no howe been co .. unieated to ae . l •• not con­
sci ous, o•on by indirection , ot auy taint ot d taloJalty 
in tbie 1•egard. I aa not rosponoible in any eay for any 
boreoay obaorYation no aatter froa baw~•er hi(lb a eource 
·,•bleb asay without ay lmowleds;e be eoun .. cted wi tb ay naae. 
Such obaor•a tiona as I aake upon a111tary aattera I baYe 
aade and will continue to aake to you aa the properly 
constitute d authority. OUr go•ornaent should pay no at­
tention to anytbin~ attributed to ae except t hat which 1 
co .. unieato to the• ovor my own ei(lnature. Bvcn a looao 
int erpretation ot your radiO would preclude ay diecunalng 
milltar7 au•ttsrtJ wi ~!> +:he Auotrallnn Prill9 atniator. for 
an7 coaaunlcation from hi• aigbt then be colored by •J 
op1n1onn and 1 t aight be construed tbat I wru~ a party to 
the a . I telio•e it would bo unwise to l iait .. tn aucb 
d tscuaaionA aa be aay init i ate . To do so would unquoa tton­
~bly endan~er tte wbole fabric of uoi tied coeaaod hare . I 
apparent ly at pre3ent have that confidenc e cot only of tbo 
Austr alian r.overn=eo t but of the Auatralian poopl e wbich 
1& due l nrgelJ to the lack of an, atteapt on ay part at 
intriuuo o•· rouorvation. Tbe coaplete absorption Of tbo 
Aua t ralian eovornment ia to at tain aecurity ftnd lon~ be­
fore I appeared upon t he aeone bero their Yieun to that 
effo•:t. .,.,,.e ude o! record. They ~t.re tearful tbat tt.o 
forces now here oro i nsufficient f or \ ho pu.·pooe and pro­
fessional ailitary opini on cannot fail t o support t bat 

20 
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INCOMING MESSAGE 
rro. AuetraUa to Chief of Sta1:t Pa.., 3 

Yiew. It la hard to CODcetYe tbo unaalalty a n4 t ntea.e 
feel1ag wbich aalaatea eYery e l e .. nt of &out~aliaA a oeiety 
ta ita "belle:t that proper protecth11 M&aW'CifO for the 
aafety o:t t bla contiuOJt are aot beilll.l" tallon. It repre-ata 
an aYalaDcbe of publ ic opl&lon tbat aotbtas ean suppres s . 

llacArtbar 

J'OOftO'l'IU Raclio 8 (01-0l!T-4034 4/30/U) Origb 
of requeat for retn:torce-ts for Auatralia. 

A~JOII COP'ft OPD 

lD'O. COPY! TAG J'JLI 808 

CII-U-oat7 (11/3/42) 12118 P11 
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• SECRET • WAR DEPARTM ENT 
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 

• 
OUTGOING MESSAGE 

April 30, 1942 

To: CIIIC , SWPA 
IIBLBOOIIRE, AUSTIIALU 

w. D. l'lo. 8 

T~e Preaident bas juat recei•ed froa the Priae 
M1ni a t er of Great Britai n a cabl eBr&a contalning the 
glat of a aeasage reacblng London f rom Mister Curtin 
on the aubject of r e inforcements desired for Auotralia. 
l t 1a rea liZed tbat you are not concerned in t ho nature 
of co..uolcat1one passlng betwe'"' the 2 .i'riae Jl1n1sters 
bat w~ere t~eae t ake fora ol ·definite requeat for reio­
force .. ata for .Bout~-st Pal:1flc area they create con­
fusion unleae originated by you as Supreae COBm&Dder 
and traaamitted directly to the u. s . var Department 
which acts as Executive for US Joint Chiefs of Staff 
in controlllng tbat area. Routine .upply of all na­
t ionalistic f orce& i s expect ed t o follow accustoaed 
ehannels, but it i s requested tha t all cosaunications 
to which you are a party and which relate t o strategy 
and IS&jor relnfol'c-ots be addressed only to the War 
Dq~art-nt. 

Bt ate .. nt of r equirements r ecently suba itted by 
you is under thorough study. 

Orisinator : OPD 

! afo. Copies: Pile 
'.I'AG 

c •-out-6034 (4/30/42) 

SECRET 
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COPY No. 
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Por Narrat!•o or s .. nto InS . W. Paotr!o 

Area prior to 14 February , 1942, aee 

A~miral ~art •o Narrati .. 1n file 

Al6- 3/A9 (Phllippino Area) 
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~~~~~~~p/;~ 
'"" (d~-P~) 
,..._, 11ear A4ld.ftl wt11 t.a G4..C....S, O. S .If. 
Too !be c nAor 1A Cbht, o. s. n .. t. 
8UIJ'IO!o lan.u.,. ot ...... u 1A the Soutl>-lleot PuU'ic troa 14 ,...........,. to S April 1942. 

laolo.,....ao !100 (2) '.u-o ot S!CIIft d.iepatob .. , parliall,y_... ) , ,..,, .. 1 
CC7ftr1Ac tho parioc1 ot thl.o report. 

1111bjoot 1Ac1udinc 111r oe 1Nb<m1.1A&to aoUTiUoo u.p to the clq ot 

IWo departure troa BAIIDOIIIO, J!VA, 1.4 Psbru.u'7 1942. !Me report 

oerrioo CD troa that 4et. at whicb U.. I - tha aonior 0. s. 

ot the Aa1&Uc n .. t. I bad al:r.-4:1 boon d .. icnatod (.31 .ran....,. 1942) 

tha •c Mer u.s. lanl ,.....,., s.ll. Pao111o" - od.tb nnk ot Yioo 
""""-ralo It bad boon IV prirtlep to III'TO witb Adairal Jlal't OU.C-

I ' 
~0:392 

( a ) C nd er Iyrt.oo 1'!\rol b&e1.n& SJWIGHAI and II.UIKOII 

CHilli tor a~t.l.T two and a bo.lt Tllll"• prortou.e to the 

oJ*l1na ot -tuiUoa od.th the Ald..a p..,...., (7 Doc•ber 1941). 

(b) Q ·pdor Tult l'w!!• D!! ccapooocl enntu.alJ.T ot t he 

ou.rtaoo and air ccabetoDt torooo ot Ada1l'al llart' o AaioUc 

n..t 1Aol""' "' t..dero, r.- tha 4eT .... -· deolarocl 

cA7 Doc.-bor 1941) untU 31 .Tanu.erJ 19421 and 

-

I 
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(o) C n1= Q, S, laDl Farotf South W.tt Paqitic t'na 

31 laARarT 1942 zUl Adla1r&l lkrl'• deputure rr.. JJ.VJ. ... 

14 ,..,_,. 1942 0 

~ I c011t.i.Du.d u Cm=·""v .lW!.t. lnal l"arcea S.W. Pac1!1o 

IIBdcr ftoe Adldral C. I. Lo lleltrich. IIDJal letberlom4a 1&97• wbo 

euc0Mde4 .&da1ral Jarl 011 the abon date ( o) • u C , ndar Ul! !!I 

laftl. l"oro•• South lle•t Paoitio. aUl 1 larch 1942 011 w!dch date 

the Ul!!4 laYal. C nA 1A the Soolth w .. t Pacitic• but apeciti~ 

ill ZJ.U aa clioacl:o!!l Uld I retJ.r!!l with rq tore•• tc J.tJSTIIJ.Lll, 

2 . Ill J.tJSTRALIJ. tl» JIM4qii&J'ter• ct rq c.-ad •• .. tebUal»d 

..-taall.T at PIRftl rr.. w!dcll plaoa the operat.1011 aad ada1Aiatrat.1011 

cr fltT roroaa nre o011Unued ~aUl I aa ralie...S 1>7 R.Mr .t.da1n.l 

W. R, !'l&nlell• tJ, S.I •• 3 J.prU 1942. 

3. !'bu tb11 oarrat.1TI c-• the period 1.4 l"abruary tc 

3 April 1942. Ul 1AterYal ot tor1;T-aine clq1 dur!Ag ahioll U.. 

the .. .., 1A grw.tq ~UJM>rior toroe aad wi til oa.plete oontrc1 or 

the air • cceupl!!l the JI!TRrlU.AID EAST IIDIES aad t crc!!l the .UU!!l 

llaftl \8dto det...cUne the IelUid• tc ret.1ra rr.. lAVA out or the 

ar•• O..aralq the Br1t.1ab Ul4 Dutch tore .. ret.1rad tc IIDIJ.; 

tl» llaitad Stet.• tore•• tc .lDSTIUl.U. 
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4. Pore•• !tpeeiallx layolytd 

1 . o.s. l an; 

(a ) Crui••re (4) 

OOUSTOII 

IIARilUHUD 

BOISE 

P!IOI'liU 

( c ) A1rsn!\ T!!l4tra (4) 

!RGLBI 

CRILDS 

PRlS'I'OII 

liE!lCII 

(c1) Sn'!!'ript T&4tr t {2) 

JI)LLAJII) 

O'l'OS 

(e ) Dl•\rar•r A!pdtr (l} 

JlLACI[ IU.IIJ[ 

( t ) Ollst {)) 

P!XXlS 

tRIIII TT 

GlXl. a. mnrr 

(h) SupplY Sl!iP (1) 

OOLD S'W\ 

(J) &!Wdptt (32) 

Z1 l.&rp ADd ' -u 
( k) .t.1rm.U (JO) 

Patrol l1ac ,_ - JO .... 

(b) Dutrgnrt {U) 

PAUL JCIJ!S 

ALD!II 

J. D. !DIIARDS 

lORD 

B.UIDR 

80LMZR 

I!DS.lLL 

III!Il'PLI 

p .liiii01'T 

PIIUIJIIIRI 

POPI 

SUI(AR'f 

PIIIRI 

<•> OW!bot.\t (4) 

ISAUI. ( a ,.oil\) 

I.UAUI (~) 

'I'ULSA 

A8llniLLI 

(1) "''Pzv-tP' (2) 

LAlli 

IBIPNiiiiiU. 
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2, Br1Utb Juy 

(a) Cruipera (3) 

UEl&R ,. 
PERCH (Aue.) 

II> BART ( Aue.) 

3. l!!!tcb Barr 

(b) Dut.rOf!rt (3) 

J'UPITD! 

Dlcoon'!R 

llLECTIU. 

(o) §!!wriP" (l) 

(a) Crui••rt (2) 

D:t R!:ll'lT.K 

(b) Dutrmrt (3) (G) llbprtvt (3) 

'flOIP (leade2') o-19 

JAVA IORXIIUER 

tVER:rS!:II 

(<I) .lkcrt.ft 

1 Sqll&drcm Cat.al1nu (PBI t,rpe) 

4· o.s. Amy 

(a) .Airora!'t 

1 SquadrCIIl baa..,. ~. (B-J.7 type ) 

1 SquadrCIIl fighter• (P-40 type) 

(b) Art.Wsgy 

197tb RAoga.,t A.A. 

S· C;=epd 

~~ 

1-lD . 

The arta 1nYOln<l wu <leeii!D&te<l J.BD.L, IUid 1nclud84 

gmerall;y tM ll't'liiDl.J.II tAST IlfDI&'l, II.ALAIJ. IUid watera CCIIltain-

1"8 thea. General llanll or tM Britbb J.r-;r - · 1n f1!llr'W ...,._ 

aan<l of the Alliecl l'orcta tbertin, - land, air IUid -. Be Mod 

eat llp ili '-dqu.srtera at Ll!IIIWIG, JAVA ·~ befo" tM tall 

ot SIIGAPORt . B1e abort title -.a ABDAOOII. OD<Itr hill tM all!ec! 

.l!!m c.-..o<lare ""' of tM laA<I taroea, tJ.!Ilt.Ant G.laral 
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!er - (ABIWII), ot U.. lotberluda r.a.t Iadieo U.l ot the 

a llied &1r tore••• u ... t.cant O.O.J'&l Brett, o.s • .l. (ABD.UR) , t.D4 

ot the &llied ... torceo, Vioo Adlliral S.Urtcb ot the 1\o)'al I ether­

lando 1&9)' (.&llll.l7LOAT) , obo bad J ... t rolln..:l, February 14th, 

.l4a1r&l T. c. Bart, u.s.!. 

tbe priaci~ &llied ... forCOI inYOl'red &rO aet forth in the 

prece41ng po.r&IJ"&pb. Re&r Ada1ral VCJD St&,.e.--, R.!I.N., cceeonded 

the Dutch lnal l'orc01, (C?JI), Cceeodore Collina, R.A.ll. (CCCJ') , tbe 

Britiab la...U. Forcoo, t.D4 I (COIISOWES) cCIIOOODded the O. S . lla...U. Forcu, 

cCJDtinuinc in the - INbordinat& ca~cit,- UDder Vice A<mira1 S.lt'rich 

u prortoual;r lmder .&dair&l ll&rt. 

Vice .ldldr&l Relt'r1cb prn1a... to hie elnatioo to the hi&b 

D&...U. c......,d, c~ocl the Dutch Bn...U. Forces Clllly aa CZII, \lllcler 

Adllliral Bart. Hie Chiet of SWC wae Re&r Admiral Von St&nr1111 , 

a 1111t1cmed above, wbo 11ow took o•er u "CZII" - that is , the Dutch 

la...U. C""""""d , trao Vic o Mair&l Heltricb . 

Re&r Ada1raJ. Pallloer, R.N. , wbo bad bee~~ Chief of St&tt to 

Adllliral Bart, -• retained in thio ce~t,r bJ Vice A<miral Reltrich. 

Adairel H&rt, wile ABDAJI'LOA'f bad oatebliabed hiaaolt w1 tb 

General ll&'rell at eupr ... e boo.dquart&ra in Ullll.l!IC 1D t he 1Dterior 

of l AVA, tea ka. ! roa BAHDOrzfC, at which latter place t he Dutch 

Anlif a ..... dquartera a.lrencly had long been eatabliahod . IWIOODiC 

1o about 50 Cl.llee eouth and eaat trooa BATAVIA. The Dutch n&'ral 

baedquartera wao in BATAVIA &I wao the British. I blld alreeclr ee­

tebllebed ~Q"aelt at SUR.liiAIA ot1 &rrh al 1D lAVA the aidd.le ot Doc .. -

ber be.toro the crea tiaD ot the ABD.l un11'1od c-.1. 'lbua the 

J 
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l'llpKt.1.,. allled c: '""'""" UDder A.da1ral Bart were d.dt~ oep.­

rated. It bad a.lft1'1 ..-d adrlaable t.bat n three subonU.u.te 

o.-andero oboul.d be toptber. It bad been ""' 1.ntenU011 to &OYI 

to BATAVIA 1.n oroer to a cc011plisb closer oooper&tion ritb our 

allleo and 1.n f&ct I hlld written to Vic e Mairal Helt'r1cb propoa-

1.ng thllt I do eo, when the che.nge 1.n tbe higb c==•»d a.ltered tbe 

e1 tu& t.1011. 

A.da1ral llel.tr1ob aond &t once on the 14th troa BATAVIA to 

I.JX84JG to be ri tb hie ch1&t, Gener&l 1\'an ll. I proposed to tbe 

A.da1ral U>& t I ...,.... -rr 00111 beedqU&rter a froa SlJlWIAll to BAlfDOI!liG 

and t.bat tbe Dutch and Britiah nan.l betulqu.arters llkerioe be aOYed 

there troa BATAVIA. The ree.aono BAlfDO!IfO n o a t this t.1ae cbosC> 

tor tbe concentration ot the three oubor(!1.no to allled nA nl coaoa.nda 

• ere t ....... t old, - firot, pr.perat.iona bad be«> 1.n progreu for -

U.. to acc._,dote tbe Dotcb ...,.,..1 bMdqu.arters at tbat place and 

it bad been expected thllt s ooner or later the .Dutch n&Till high 

cOOII?&Dd would PI<Tft to the IIIIOUDtai.na to be ri tb the .Dut.cb Arrq, both 

tbua r~ &cceesible to tbe t'*t Coooe&Ddlr 1.n Chief, t ho OoYernor 

General; llld, HCond, &ltbou81> it ne canaidered dee~bla thllt "" 

should be p)VoicalJ;r Mp&rllted f'na tho high C"EPI'Dd 011 the prin­

ciple thllt operat.1011s should be distinct t'rolo planning, ow- joint 

pre-o• at IIAJ(DODO ortered tho po .. 1b1llt, ot frequmt peraonal 

oont.aot, contereacu, e to., ritb the hi.p c-•nd. 

Ada1ral Heltriob conC\I!Ted 1.n the ebOYe lllggeet1011, and i.n­

otruc tiona ,..r• 1111\led at CGce a ccordJ..nCl;r both rl tb rep~'(! to rq 
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Col.liJul cl.14 o.ot c.- to IWfDO!JIG but ..-i.D.,! at BATA'fU lllltll the 

nacuatian. The oaneta.Dt prea.,ce of Rear Adairal Palliser , R.ll., 

at L!IIIWIQ with the hi&h c,_..,d Mde U a ppear that ~ore 

ColliAe' pre..,.,. 1D BAIIDODIQ with ua we lllll1ecesa&rT• Ill tact, 

enota di.elo~ thet the opentiane ot British o.ual toroea r .. t-

.,! l.a.rp:Q- 1D the bulda ot Palliser. 

The aboYe deecrib.,! .. t-up should boYe acc011pl1ob.,! a real 

unit7 ot c- "" Ulldar C..aral. 'lnell . The tact ot the Mtter 1a 

that a true Uldf;J ot attort -• 1Jipr&cticable, due to ftl'ious con­

tribut1Ds tactora - but prl.Dcipal.l;r tor tho re&aon that tho aupr-

c-d cl.14 llot tonoul.a ta plano tor naYal opera tiano JOINTLY with 

the o.aY&l. and air atatt1, ill order tbat a proper directi•e aight be 

tian wbicb cantrcmt.,! the dateodera ot the 11.1:.1. loot to a deaperata 

deet.r. an the whole to ettect eoll.ebontian 1D ao tar aa poaoible. 

l!:xoept that the alli.,! na...al c• ·nd ecntroll.,! ito own etticioct 

air reoOIIIl&iee&D.ee, it oan be eaid without tear ot contradictian, 

that at DO U.. _, ot.ber air cooperation assured 1D Mld.n& plana 

tor operation ot naY&l. rorcee 8Dd 1D tboir actual operatian. It 

na tolllld neceeearr \alder the circ,..tMcee, tor the lla.,..l Rish I 
c-d to tonoul.ata plane aDd place these in effect at cnce witbs 

out pre't'ioua coneult.atiOil with the air c- ""· ~ latter, bow-

......,, •• ...-.r a4rt~. • ...... to "''J' li:Dowl~ -• an operaticm 1 
deaij!Ded br the •aY&l. au~ c N\ in which the - .... air I 

( 
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roreaa collaborat.d toaather 1D aoconi&Aca with a 41rectba h-oa 

tt>. au~ c: • Nl er to that - c1. CD the ocm t.rary, the naftl 

opera ti011a ware cleeipacl excluainq 1D w:r axperi.ula liT the 

lfaftl Hi~ c- -nd end u.de arraou ... liT u alcme, at'ter which 

I 
the Air waa •requeatacl" to aeailt u practicable. TIM rlw naoaa-

ait}' Cor AD actin eupnwe cmr'Dd or c011trol 1D euch wr operaU<llle 

•• these waa aoat apparct end poeaibq naftr 110ra laclr1nc 1D _,.,_ 

aency. 

6. 1'ht abirt \:o BA!I!lOQIG. 

I relleTacl Ada1ral Hart at LIIIIIBAifG aDd dicl not raturD to 

SIIRABAIA, but reaal.Dacl at IWIIlOEIIG - LDm.UIG attar Ada1ral llart ' a 

departure that dq. I waa 1D e011ataDt touch ther..rt.r with Uca 

Admirnl Rel1'r1cb untll JAVA waa STecuat.d. I eatabllabed w:raal1' a t 

BAIIIXlniG at J ol.D t Du. tch - Un1 tacl Sta taa na ftl baadquartara 1D a 

eaall ta.poraey bullcU.Dg ad,l&eiiDt to AD alabon.ta llll<lercroUDd Allllf­

NAVf boab-proof 1D which we bad cur jol.Dt c• m1cat10D ccter. 

RHr Adairal Von StanraD aDd w:rul1' W&Dt da1l,y to I DC!!tiG for ecm­

aultaticm with Vice Adldr!Ll Hel1'r1eh. '!'be U.S. raclio eCSillllioaUOD 

aet.-up wee adequate md affici-ct. Trattie to ahipe 1Dcludiq 

... ctualq the auJ.ari.Dea waa liT Baker acbedula with Carlta. lli&l>t 
traffic with au'booarinea originall;r ... direct. RIMU.o coanm1 eau ... 

with r ecoana.l.aa&Dca a1rcratt we direct. c-mteaticm with S1JR.UIAI.l 

o.ncl other porta was by aeana of the secret (cree~~) talepba:la 11.114 

wu not aatiatactoJ7. Coabet 1Dtdlicmee wu axcell.,t. 

At SURABA:!.l wbere u prwrlouaq .t&tad I had bad w:r """ head­

quartara, waa now aet up aa w:r ed•1 n1atrat1Ya office unclar the Chief 

ot St.att, RHr Adai.ral Purnell, 0.8.11. I bad with • a t BAIIDOI!IJQ 

I 
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Ol1l.,y a -u operat.iCII&l star! . It waa enr the 1Dt...t.iCD t here­

alter to MJ.Atai.D ao •d•lnlatret.ion o! ! 1e. rltb tbe Cb1e! o! Star! 

1D oharce located alone our om liD• o! c:.-unicat.ioos rea~ at 

all ti.Ms to take '""er tbe operat.i011 ot the force 1t for acy reason 

rq- 00111 operaUCII&l beadquart.ra became 1Doperat.1Ye. 

7 . Ihe sh1tt of the M •'nhtratiYo Offi c e to TIJLATW. 

Ihe aitwt.t.im at SURABJ.IJ. waa beccal.D.i aors cr1 tical each 

dair, CD account o! the dally ba.bi.Dg a ttaeka . It n.s becoaing 1D­

crea aing:IJ" erld..,t t bo.t SURAliAXJ. would so011 be unten.ble aa a baae 

!or our ourface ab1pe . Eepecial:IJ" did it a ppear tbet SURABAIA waa 

de!1D1te:IJ" thre&t...ed wbell it became erldent tbe 8118111 would attempt 

t o eatabliab ao air baae on the adjac ... t Island of BALI . Accord1Dgl,y 

on tbe 15tb of Yebru.ar;y I waa authorized by General Wavell to ah1tt 

rq- adelnhtrat.ive office to TIJLATJAP. Toge ther with this shli't 

which waa accomplished t he 18th, there waa a correspondiog shli't 

ot baae to th1a southern port t o which the large tenders had alrea~ 

be.., sent prerloual,y. The ai.Deeweepe and t he IIIIAl.l yacht tenders 

alao gradual:IJ" t·ound their ll&;f south. Some su~ines con tinued to 

baae at SORABAYA, aubooerg1Dg during air raids . The dry docks were 

not uaed during the routine daylight air raid hours. It was not 

w1 thout great r eluctance that we abMdoned SORABAYA ae our main 

baae . Navy yard and dock yard repair fnc111Uea hnd been excellent. 

l'rorlaioning could be acco11p1J.abed. The au'IDtlrine base wsa eapeciall,y 

uae1'ul to our own bOilts . Fuel wns to be bo.d 1D unl.1a1ted qWUit.it iea 

(50, 000 tons) . Besides SORABJJA was an excellent liberty port and 

1 
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pt'O'rided .. ple r.o...atiCJD and rel.al<atiCJD tor our hard • orked e.nd 

..,.t ectin per~~Gat~e1 duriA& the &ll too aborl period• aabore. 

~. bowenr, SURA.liAU. b.caM leaa and laos ett i ciftllt aa a 

ba .. CD account of tbe nat1n labor taldnC to tbe bil.la as the 

air ..Uda iJ>teDaitied . 

Tbrou&b the -arcr and toreliibt of a dock yard c .. pa.u,y at 

PRIOJ:, a tloatiJ>g dock (7 , 000 teo• lltt} and • .,.. dock yard repair 

fae111tiu ••re ~ouaq mmed trca PRIOI to TIJLA'I'JAP. Tbeae 

praYed iJ>nJ.uable upeeU.llr • bee the IWUIL!:H!Wl and HOOS'lOII ...Sa 

t.bat port attar baS.... aerioualy duoaged by a1r attack off the north 

..-at of BALI. otbarwiM TIJLATJAP waa qi/J.ta unsatiafactory •• a 

baee . The berbar -tnuoce -a difficult to narlgata CG account ot 

the 1bl.rp turn. and ftitt curr .. te . BarthiJ>g apace alCJDgeide p1ere 

waa nry UJdted. 1'baN ... a -«er oll •tcrac•· It waa ,.....-kable, 

bown n, bow ~ ahipe ~ 1J> -ra-cy t1Dd abelter at TIJLATJAP. 

At Cllla U.. 62 blue--tar ahipa ot &ll liz .. and deocriptiCD • •re 

accOIIIIIOdated. Both the JI)LLAJll (aub ~er} and BL.lCJt IWIJ( (deatrO)'er 

t.lderJ bad - .aYed there trca DARJIDI, bllt at no U.. -• 'I'IJl.ATJAP 

c011a1dered aeta trca attack trca tbe air. Tha <nl,y &dYlUitaga wao 

ita rel.atin ....o~aa fr .. the tbea -e.v air beau 1J> BO!IIIEO 

and the en !BPS • The c.-para tin aecuri toy of 'I"'JLATJ AI' di .. ppaa.red 

.m.. tbe .,e!V .. tabllobed hi.uelt later at PATfMBANO 1J> aoutbern 

Slll.U'Itl and 1J> BALI, both ill&Dda baS.... e.d.jec .. t to JAVA, reopectin ­

ly to the Wut and laat. llowner, we proceeded ntb the abort 

t.lder ud at-«ncbor merbaula ot tbe daatrO)'ero and w~iJ>ea at 
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th1o place , n11r alert Cor and enc apprehena1Te of a ir attack -

but tba ropo.ir work be.d to go on """" place. TIJLA'rJ AP woo the 

lut port o! ~· 1D JAVA and ...., tbia waa becccJ.ng rapidly un­

t..ablo . Theee were an:d.OIUI U..a. It """ a ppreciated that soon 

TIJLA.TJ AP too woul.d baTe to be abandoned. The next place &l.oc:~& 

our l.i.D.e of c-.micationa and eupport by the Pacific F'leat was 

1D AUS'!R.U.ll. OAJUIIII had bec011e wtenable . It .,.. a l ong way 

to the nortlnr .. t coast of AUSTR.U.ll. Tbere - • real.itatioo that 

it we abould be drinn out ot TIJLATJAP by tbe eD.eJIIY air, our opera­

t1(l0ll apinst the ..,_. woul.d noceoaarilJ" be reduced 1D effeeti'reneoa 

with bo.eo eo Car dieta.nt trcoa the theater of actual operations. For 

th1o reaaon we olt1114 to TIJLA.TJAP until the end , until the enet11;1 ac­

tu&ll7 l.allded on the north eoe.ot or JAVA aoooe teo <!aye later . In 

the -u.. the port out!erwd l1ttlo 1t at all !rcoa en_. air attacks . 

A lc1Dd ~ee onJ.;r eaw t o that. Tbe ! allure of the enell)' 1D not 

att.olr1ng rlgoroual)-, the - at tiMe - huge aoncentre.t ioa or shipping 

1n tb1a port 1a not readi.lJ' Wlderotood. This shipping 1D the u.1n 

other then our ohipe baaed there, cona1ated or Derct.ant ah1pa with 

ncm-tial, non-a1l1tazy eargoea routed to tb1a port for laelc of 

another. Sh1pe could not l.aDd tbe1r cargoes end were 8t a loae 

ace~ u to tbai.r n.ture -• r ota. Tlwlae ohipe n grad~ 

olMred, !lll.ed witb ...tll.peo and with ordere _.tq to AUSTRJJ.Ijll 

and DDUII porto ror n.rtber routing. 

Qrdaoo _.. p.._ bJ' .. that no ohip 1D TIJLA'l'.1AP ebouJ.d er>­

cta ...... to leaft part durine en air attaclt tar f ear a ebip weald bo 

-atat and malt 1n tba •t.nDo•, tlauo aC!eotiTel;r bJ.ocldn8 tM 

p· 
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harbor aDd bot.tl.iD& ua w1 t.hln. Shipe eiJopl,y blul t.o •it tJ.cht 

aDd t.&lte wtw.t f n ~ ..... 11&4• ao U.. place. lllt no aoe coul.4 

tell • "- U.. bi& attack would oOM, U.. attack tlat nner clid 

c._ UDill after practJ.cal.l;r all ebippin& lwd beeD cl .. red . 

WbeD tbe ada1niatratJ.•• office waa ebitted !rc~~ SIJRABA!A t.o 

TI.n.ATJ.lP, U..re waa latt at t.h<l t'orwer plece co U.. eue prelll.,.s 

U.. U. S. llaftl. Port Office , rltb c-<ler Joseph A. Jlurp~, U.S.N. 

(Ret.) 1 laftl. Obaer.er in Cber&e. Already U..re lwd been eat up 

in TlJLATJ.lP a U. S. la-..1 Port Ot'!i ca under CaptaiJl Luter J. lb!.aoo, 

U.S .J. Tbe un od•1nhtratJ.n o!ti c e there et.ply absorbed Capteiu 

Hilde""' ' porl actirltJ.u uutJ.l the force ada1nietratJ.•e o!fice •• 

aga.iu ebitted, tbie tt.. t.o AUSTRALIA aDd Capte.iu lludeon, o.s.N. 
re-ed hie foraer duties . 

The necomaioaanc e actJ.rltJ.ee o! Patrol Wing TeD eaotinued t.o 

be caotrolled ~- SURAB.U'A t.o the nry 1111d. The few pl&uea thAt 

were lett 1A a aarrlce&bl e cODditJ.ao 1A JAVA, wt- not 1n the air, 

ware cliepereed t or aatet;r 1n U.. rlc1Dit7 o! SURABAIA, and operated 

froa that point 1n epite or 1ncuaant ~~~~ dloTllgbt l><:ab1Ag. 

8 . Loci•t1el 

Tbe -n.l.WI of our t.el>dere, eubMrine, destroyer aDd air 

becaae ..,r• pat.t UpoD our practJ.cal abt.Dd......,t or tbe llanl Baae 

at SURABUA. Tbe II>LLAIID, tbe lll.t.Cit liAR and -.u aJ.rcratt tmdere 

were at TI.n.ATJ.ll'. Appreb.usiao for their aatet7 fr.,. ene~V boal>­

in& attack wbila 1A tbat. coogeeted port wae fdt acre and 110ra u 

the ~· pa .. ed. I t wu moe thl\t the WD"''r would atteept a 

• 
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lot.ndl.Jig on the IoJ.and ot BALI ill the near ru~. AcU"riUee ill 

tne " 't pointed cloarq tc "' .,eav' attock !or the occupation o! 

tile eout lle.rn oil tiolda ot SUIIATIIA, at PAI.lX!WIG. lie ••- cl ill JAU 

about tc be equae aed :lJ1 a p1ncor IIOY_,t on both our t'lulk.o. 'l'bere 

bad bem no air b<l&ObJ.n& Cl1 or ott t.ho aout b coaat , but tbo oat&blleb­

act ot .,~ &lr' rioldo <11 thea• ialande ad,jac.,t tc JAVA would 

eort&i.D.l7 point tc tbo oarq UDteaabWty ot n.JLAUAP. le aiapq 

d1d not heft ! ore• ill the &1r to .top u-. 

Aeeordingq it - • clotorailled tc .alto at this U.. (lStb ol 

7obruary) tba 1111Ual 110ft ·~ trc. JAVA, b7 p tUn.g ""' tondera ill 

a aore eeoure poa1UC11 alODC our 1111• ol e:.--Pil<oaUcm. - tbo Won 

Coon ot AUSTRALIA, Little -· IIDOWD ol tbat ce&et aDd practioall;r 

ootbin8 ot ...Uuo tc - oou1d be doterailled eitbrr trc. tbo ""'"C 

<U.reot1<11a or troa J.nquiriu Mdo ot tho AUSftAI U I autbor1Uu. 

EJJIOUTH GULl', J.neido 11.1. CAPE wu doc1ded upm .....,tualq ae tho 

1111Ual point at 'llhich tc baN our tondere. Adequate cb&rto _.. 

not aftilahlo and it ... not rlt.hout - llieciring• that tho toDdertl 

wore .....s.r.d ~. llhcinap, arilillc oort o! a tct&l \a!eet11 er11f' 

rltb 1.11 • .lOS'!RALU u - u u t.be rel.actant -ncuca tbot - -n 
r etire before t.be ...,. ..twuoe. &IIIJOiil oot.r, out ol ...,... ol t.be 

.... ohore ba...s baeh'nl airoran, wou t.be nearort poiat trc. wiii.O 

we could oUll bopo tc kMp ill ~ wUb t.be ., .. , 

'l'bo lllLLAIJ) dasart-l trc. 1'Ut.lU AP 7~ 19th· tM II.A.CK 

IWII: ! oll uocl tho nut dll;r, the 20tA. Aat.loority !OJr t.llla - -

o~ IW•m·ll;r trca Qc=snl -.-n 111tb 111>.- .t.dld.ftl ~ 
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....S I d.iacuaaed our D&ftl. oJ. W&UCII> in dat&ll . With the HOLI.AHD 

wet two .w...rinea due t or aYerbau.l. Tbe BLACK fiAI!l( n o accOiftp&nied 

liT the daetzoorera BUUIER and IIARX!ll, both due tar overhaul al' t er be­

in& eer1oueq knocked a bout in a bollbing a ttack in the v1c1nH y of 

BAIIU (ott Eaet Co& at StlltATRA ) . 

The tcder PECOS alao waa et TI.TLATJ.AP and -.r c oncern for her 

eateti)" tbe.re W&l included in that ! or t be t.mdere. ljy deal.re • ae 

to l1l't bUIIIter o1l fr<la the stock aahore at TI.TLATJ.AP, into t he 

PECOS, and send ber to aaa eo.pJ.e t.e w1 th fUel • her e she could t.'llel 

our sbipe at 1M - a procedure which a ppeared far more desirable 

tbllll to require our sbipa to fuel at TIJLATJ .AP under constant t hreat 

ot air attack wbile U.ob1llzed. The Dutch naval author i t.1ea did 

not a gree to tbie plan unt il too late, when at the last minute de oper­

ata atrort ... ., IID.de b7 thea to lltt ..U t he oil pcsaible ! r om Gbor e 

tanU at all porta into bot.tau and get these in cOIIpru'Ot.he GOJ'ety 

to aaa. The whol e ai t.ua Uoa w1 th regard to fUeJ. oil waa 1n truth 

bee<a111& exeeed.ingq er1t.1cal . Eapeeiall7 d.id ....., rlew as un!ortwl.oiA 

that no attort bad been ude to lltt """"' SO, OOO toes ot oil out ot 

SWUBA!A, in Spit. of repeated recOllllllendatiana thAt tbio be dCIQe . 

Tbe J)xtcb ~ never gne up bope tbat JAVA could be defended Gue­

cet!otulq .mtil i t t ell a t their f ee t lll<e a hous e or cardJI . It wne 

iapceeible to peraWlde thu tbat t he oil s hould be r emcned to a place 

ot eatety ,!!!Z t!:!!!, J AVA. 

At this tiM • Captain PbillJ.pe, R.N . , CXl the aW! of Admiral 

Belhieh ... 1n char&• or all 1 ed D&val !\&ellne arr&Jlge&ent.a, herlnt 

) 
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take cmor the .. dut1eo r-roa the fuel bou.rd prerlously a t the 

inataooe of Adalral Hart . CopteiD Phillips appreci~ted tbe s i tua­

tiGil tborouchJT. Ql Fehru&J7 19th all ahipa u r e now .....rned, 

larp l.7 thro\l&b bia effor ts, that t he fuel ~ituation WI& very 

eeri ou. &Dd inatructiooe were ct•en that t he bunker fuel at SURABAYA 

ebould be aond to PRIOl (BATAVIA PORT) 111\d to Tl.n.ATJ AP . That m e 

the beet be could do Wider the eireumetancee. Of course it we.s too 

late. All thet fuel was loat . 

Arruc-t.e had be011 -.de for the PECOS and TRDIIT'i when 

• l't7 to proceed to CEILOII &Dd PERSIA respectively fo.r cargo fuel. 

The latter bed atr.ad;r aeiled . I wee still endenoring to l ift oil 

out ot J AU i teel.t' into the PZCOS . l'1nally OD the 20t h definite e.r­

ranc-te -.re llllde tor a tanker to proceed to SURABAYA to 11ft a t 

l .. et eoae oil troa there . !itber the PECOS or the Bri tiab tanker 

BRITISH J1ll)QI; ... to be ec t. It was decided to send the letter aa 

ebe • • l&rpr, &Dd ..,... expendeble then tbe former, a regular nnal 

teDk8r equipped to tuel ..... aela at aaa . 

AcoordJ.JI.cl.:r the BRl'liSII .J1lDGE reeer~~ arriTed at Tl.n.J.TJAP 

tull. troa SIIU.TIIA, ae ordered to diaeberp into the PECOS, wbieb 

Uip ... ib. to clear TIJLA'fJAP, and proceed to a preaoribed 

n.Mnwe a\ -· 'l'be BRI'liSB J11lXll 'rla. PRior; (for orders) waa 

U.. to p :a uS to SURABAIA aDder u.s. deatrqrer eacort. Tor 8()118 

rea-. DnW npl•'ned to • the Dutch wtboritiea &t TI.n.J.TJAP fail ­

ed to 0U'1'7 out U.... orden troa ABDULO.U. The BRITISH JUDG!i wee 

d1,.... pd t.lle 24th into t.11e •bore tanb. I concl uded at ooce to 
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f orthwith .-pty to CErLOII, n.. PECOS got. a~ aatol;r the 25th after 

diaob&r&iD& what l ittle oil waa loft 1n t..r botore dope.rtwoe . 

I n the M&ntilee on tho 19th of l'abru&ry the ti.S . Nuy-ab&rtered 

•pty tanker EBLDIG BROVIG departed PRIOit, deetln&t1oo CJ!:ILQII !or 

oargo r ... l. It baa been .... t i oned above that tho TIUIIITI , A o.s. 

lla..y tanker alreeey bad been aalled •pty to PERSIJ. tor tbe -

pu.rpoee. '!be GI!X>. 0. IIE1iRY, another tl . S. ll..,y-chArtered tanker bad 

beon tilled at 04111flll and bad be on aalled to l"R£DlANTI.J!: where she 

~1Ded 1n reaer..-. awaiting orders . SUcb waa tbo or1t1oal situation 

with respect to aTilllabWt.r or tuel tbat on tbe 2)rd plans were laid 

t or IIOTiJl6 tbe GI!X>. 0. HENRr ncrth to - et the tenders at EX»>UTII COLI" 

and on the following day the 24tb aha was ordered by authority of 

ABOAGCII to !Ul to cap&cit.r otith dry etorea at FREEltAJITI.J!: and proceed 

at once to EX*>UTB and thare join the tenders . Tbeoo ardors n ro 

l>e'fer carried out ae rlll be aeon 1n contiowltJ.on of thJ.s <>artaU'fe . 

a>ch ooarlier the OOLO STAR bad bun dis p&tohod to East AUS't:IIALIJ. 

tor proviaione aod orupplles. '!'b.1s ahip fouod 1 tsell 1n PlllLIPPI!fE 

- tars on the ou tbreak of hostllJ.t1os nth JAPAN. She had a cargo 

de stined GUA!I. She na'fer got there, J!o retained the ship, eaptied 

bar at OARniH and a ssigned har ae provision eh1p 1n the Base rorca 

ot t ho rloet . lha OOLO STAR did not rojoln uo until our arr1Vll.l. 1n 

West AO'S'mALIA early 1n .llarch at PREDIA!In.E, &t wh1ch tilee oho became )) 

kno>m 1n ths nest "" the OOLO lilliE. 

Regraded Unclassified



- 17 -

!be PR!SIDEIIT POLl: -• t1w OD1¥ ehip to ...-rin JAVA (SDIUB.UA 

.... ~ 1D Pebru.ry) nth .. ch ,..eded prorloicna , eupplies and 11Unit1one, 

1Ac>1uc!J.n& a1.rore.tt torpedoeo &Dd boebo. She br QU8bt 50 ,000 poundo or 

troaen -r both for tho U. S. Arrq &Dd Nny. About .30 , 000 pow>do ot 

tbie -r -.J..d not be la.Dded ao th.or<~ wae no place to etor<~ 1 t 

proper~. Pr11b -r 111 UMd altogether 1n JAVA. R.at'r1gerate<l otoraa• 

1e accordin&~ nry l.iJdted. We took out o! tho POLII: all prorlaiono 

w could la;r our b&Dds on. !heM were allooated axcluainlt to the 

llllbar1Deo. !heir cootl.Jmed opera tiona required tbie. Prorloicue 

!or t1w tlMt wn I"UIII1l.ftg extr-l:r low at tbi.e tU., llnd t.he J AVA 

-.rketa Wr<l praotioall;r ll<balated. 

Uter our ...-riftJ. at PII!:I!IIAII'1'1 Mftral ohipa dul;r &rriTBd with 

all -.nner or proT1eicD41, etorea, npplleo and ... unition tor tho 

l'oroe - -.p proTiaiooa !or th.o l'leet tor ooa ;reor. Tbe l'leet Baoa 

l'oroe whioh bad o.l.rMd;r -.. established at FR8I!3UJI'n.& upon arr1 ftJ. 

~ 1D tlw LAIOLEf o! tbe thoa Baee Poroe vCa.OOJlndiQor, CaptaiD 11. B. 

Do;rle, 0.8.1., -. reorpaiaed under Captain B. L. tlroukopt, o.s.J. 

It reqldrad o1Jbt.&n otor.howoes to aooo--o4eta the n.et ..,...t or 

•terl&l. wbioh arriftd tor ua . 

9. !!grfaoa Optnts- - Utb hbr9&q - 20th hbru&rv· 1942· 

'ftoo elHed •trlldDc toroa UDder Jlaa.r .lda1nJ. Doorwan, R.l.l., 

bad b.- opwat.lJIC 1n thoo ••tarn Ja'ft - 1:a rlo1Dit;r ot BAIIU, QI.SP.ut 

and IARDIAV. &WUta •p1net an .-..v u....-e 1D tho dir<Ootion of 

pAX MlWil ~ t ... thoo pill JiOM o! OOCIIIpJ"1Dc thoo oU t i alda &Dd 

i.utallaU.. 1n that o.na. !be .._. toll..ow4 h1a ..-J. procedure, 

llo!teiWic tiM obJeotiw......, b;r air "-~~1Dc eappor\ed b;r wpl•r 
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tipt.r &iro....rt tol.lo1Nc! 17T Jondlnc ot troope. ID Nprd to b.io 

UM ot - plane ! i gbt.ero reU..r U.... oarrier- b&IM<I !1ibt.ero !or the 

illi tial drino illto _,.. OOUDtry, tbio •• ~ it 1e pre..- ill 

order DOt to ondancor b.io oarriorl by ttu-u.UAi u... illto ranco ot 

our 0t11> l.a.Dd b&ood &irorott, ouoh ao they w ro. 

Tho otriltiDi !oroo Ulldor Doo.-n .ado oonra.l ottort.a to olooo 

tho ·~ &ob>o l &tor a4ftDood tr011 tho • orth thrGugb BAJIU Strelto. 

Tile troop coo..,)'11 were the -.in obJeou..... 1M !&11&4 to -.b &liT 

1apl'ooe1oo on tho ·~ due 14 po.rt to reetrlotod .. tero ill 1fb.icb 

to oper&to 4urlfti brlgbt IIOO"ll c;bt, but eopeoially to ·~ air 

&ttoou. OD two ocoaoione tho etr1.lrJ.og !oroo -o bo&Yil.T b<*>od 

but d t.bout oorloua -ll• to our ehlpa. Tlul BU!.IIER &nd B.lRD:R wore 

ba4l;r abeken, their OC>I>II.IliOra l.Dftri&bl.J' apr1Ac1D& l...U wbon bOIIbod 

rltb resultAnt roduoUoo 1n speed. Those two doatroywro - r• rlt.b­

dru n rroa tbo otrildJ>& !orco &nd wor e roplooed by two others. Ettort 

w o -· to kaop aix or tb1e typo aft.il.able to DoorMA 14 hls roroo. 

It " " beOOIIlfti inore&olftil.J' d1!!1ault to kaop our doat.royoro on tho 

!irlfti lioe , duo to - cb.lnery der&fti-nto, oapeoi&llJ' to oondonMra , 

1fhl.ch llii!bt bo oxpootod 1n eucb old &blpa oo wb.icb IRI<lh oxtraord.iaazy 

war-oporatifti dM&Odo wro udo. Tb&t they woro able to oarry on &t 

all ro!lAoota p-oat credit on their bu.Udoro, their own peraonnol aDd 

our -.inton&ooo !nrcoa oatabllabod 14 the tender BU.Cit IWIJ( &nd &t tho 

Dutob k ..U clock ;rare! &t SU!WIAIA. 

It l>oo&.o oppo.ront (~ NOODM.il o&DCO N ports 0000 otter tho 

l.4tb of February thet &n e~ IOOYO ill f oroo would bo .ado trOll tho 
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laatnrd, that ia tra. the direction o£ the CEUl!ES. Tho • ...., 

obJeotiYe wae eoon diaclo...S to be the lelAnd o! BALI. It was as­

..-.1 oorroctly be would atteapt a landing on the Southaaat Coast 

in tiM Stra1 ts or B.ADOUIG between BALI and BESJ.R. 

According~ the str1lt.i.DG !orca wae ordered !ra. the 'llest J .t.VA 

S.E.t. ebare it bad been b&ei.ng at PRIOIC, to the Eaatward rlth base at 

SURAB.t.IA. The Force now couiatod o! Dutch and 0. S. ob1pa onl;r. The 

Br1t1ah s.h1pa tbet bad part1c1patod 1n operoti ou to the 'lle otward 

" re not brought laat. They were .. ployed 1n eocort work 1n troop 

conygys 1n tbe lfOMral SOEIIDA ST. .u-.a, until they Joi.Ded up a ga.1n 

!or the !iA&l eff ort to stea the Japana84t tide at the ao-cal.lod 

batt.le or the JAVA Sl.l. In ge""ral the str11d.ng force waa coapo...S 

of two Dutch aix-incb aru1Hra, two or three Dutch deatro,'ero includ­

ing a destroyer ~r and six 0 .s. daetroyers . The IIARB!,F:!f!AD was 

aut or action dua to ......, oo.t>1ng and waa enroute the u .s . A. 1'be 

I:KlOS'l'OII wae -~ on escort duty rlth troop COD't"OYII trOll AOSTBALIA 

to the Iuten> Barrier Ial&Dds. In the - oo.bi.ng attack wbeD the 

IIARIILIIIUJI waa daM&'e<l the IIOOSTOI was &leo hit, putting out or aotioa 

bar attar turret rltb -rou.e oa~tieo. 'ftda attack - • M<W eben 

both theee oruiaera war. a t teobed to the atrild.ng force Wider ~ 

wtaU.a ~ operatinc to the laatard of uu, tbet ia, bet-

be -• -t ... t to 8AIII.t. to oppoM the PALDIB.t.IO a ttaok. 

Tbo deiV' waa 4et1nite~ r eported oo the 17th and 18th beed'nc 

for JW.I wldoh bed~ been eoftea.cl by bee.,- ba.binc. Tbo 

deiV' alljeot.ln waa detia1tel,r ~raowza. ~ -• alleerftd hwl1nlf 1Jt 
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r ...... 011 8.11:. IALI Uld aa at teoll: -• ppl.IJ·--· 1A cle.U ~ the io1cll 

o ec1 tor the a!Pt or the l9tb-20th Pebr1ar7 Uld Doo,_., 11,_ 

onlere, ll&.rdlT a clireoUft ao001'111AclT. tbe atteoll: -. .....s.r.4 1A 

three .. .,.e u tollowu 

Pour u.s. deatro,.ere, -~ the S'BIW!T, P.&llllOTT, S. D. IDIURil6 

Uld PIU.SBIJRr ot 41rleioA 58 ....-. to proo- UDder o~ ot TROIIP 

(Dutch cleatroT&r leader) tro. SUR.t.BU.l, tbroQc.b IWXl!R.l Uld BALI 

Str-&Ue aDd atteoll: whllo hee.di.ng llol'tl>Notar~ l.Dto B.lDODIG ST. tbe 

atteoll: ... to be ...acl7 to atart. at l aOO a.a. the 20th tro. a pol.Dt · 

t.brM .Uea oouth of the oouthern po111t ot the Iol.al>d, but -• to 

follow by two or t.brM boure the 1A1Ual atteoll: ...Se by the toroea 

troa T'L1l...l'tJA.P. theee latter were t.be Dutoh oruieera DE R!lOT!R Uld 

:rAU the dutroyer Plii'DIEIII ritb two U.S. cS.e~a, POBD Uld POPII 

IIIlich wre to o- 111 tra. the 11011th oo ... t ot JAVA. All bed retuollod 

at n.n..&TSA.P. Th1a •• the force whiob waa to atteoll: firet. 

Both ot the aboYO groupe were to atr il<o a t the • ......, ae in a 

rt.14. .l -....tu.• •e aot coot.aplatec!. the wort • • to be done 

wblle eiapl.y poeei.ng the on-.r. AJ~ for c e a were then to continue 

OD - puai.ng !lortb - about BALI to SU!WIUA. 

Torpedo actor boats were ordered out tra. SU!WIA!4 to a t te<>ll: 

attar tbe t110 foregoini groupe bed attaoll:ed. .lrr~ote were ...Se 

tor their ro tll.olli.ng at PlJIGPAIIO B.li. 

Tbe • ......, .. e 41epoee4 111 t wo groupe . All Att..lcll:a .. re ...S.e b7 

paoaing between tbeoo t•o groupe and renul.ted ill tbe ntrsordi.DAry 

eltuA tl.JIIl of M Ob ll!!!lY G'O\ID at,tacJdns the 0\be[ U M Ob ftTI of OUT 

a tteolt group cleared the watere botwoon thea. 
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on ocbedulo. The D!: REtm>R !or rMeon DOt expl.&ilwd <Ud DOt pt. 14t.o 

' aotloo. Sba did not. !1re a ebot. 'I'M J AVA 11hicb ! ollolleCl •-•~h~ 

.._t.ern or DE R!tJTE'1! na coneiderab~ da.&pd. The PIET IIEII • • Will< , 

App&reD~ t.orpedoed. The FORD and POP! Mde ao eepeol&lJ.7 det.e~ 

attack oo both crouP• or t.ba e~. The)' loot t.ow>h rltb the O..t.ol> 

Grl.l.lMrl 11hicb they .. re !ollorlDc, r.Teroecl oourae t.o tbe S.W. 14 

order t.o apin paea tba en~. 'l'tlo or three e11e111 .nipe ..... obee~ 

t.o blo• up or -r• 14 na..e aa r .. ul t o! tbe crouP t.orpedo and .,.. 

tire. A poee.lble t.orpedo bit • • reported -.de 011 ao ~ oru1oer 

o! tba IU.TORI Cleee. The two o.s. d .. t.r~ro bartog -.de a 11001>4 

•paaa• a t the ·~ on aoutbarl¥ oourae , retired clear o! the ... t.or 

t.orpedo boate alODC the aoutb ooaot o! JAVA t.o TlJUTJAP, ~ t.o 

pl&D. '!'be reet o! the croup retired t.o SURAB.lll. 

The oecoad group ! ollolleCl tbe abcml a ttack aooordiJic t.o plaa. 

'l'tlo or the ~ -..e report.ed torpedoed and oo !ire. '!'be !!DIP, ill 

tba lied, erldeDtly took the bruDt or the t1cbt.1Dc and ._. bol4lT 

da.&pd. !be STIIURT, wtdob bad loot -t with !!DIP and- l.ed 

tba a t tack, •• tbe oo1;r o.s. deat.ro,-.r hit, ptt t.lDc CNt. or a ,..,_ 

b8r oteeri.Dg par and lc1lll.Jl& ooe -.a. !!WI ._. &II 8-tDob 8bell tbet. 

._. docked "' _ .. 1111J&a~ oo arrbal 1a tbe l&rp 15, 000 t.aa 11ft -
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oo u.. l!.el bloou - ertd..,UT 11M -• pouted a r .. d•P""• on 001 

dde ar tM otber or the db'eoUoe ot the l!.el. bl.oclu. llo bloolu 

...-. plaMd aJ.oec boor bl.lp. tbe .a>oreo rr- boor e1dee to the dook 

w.lla ...-. ......, t-c aDd lnMcure. Tbe J"'oul.t -• thet ""-" the doolt 

bop.~> to un tM STIIIART, 11M rol.l.ld onr on ber port llde, 11r~ 

deac1Dc Dot eel.)' ber 11lt but t.be doelt u well. !:nry etfort - • • d• 
to •n ber. Sbe ... oubNqUeDUT diMiaUT hit by a bo.b dur!D« &D 

air raid OD SUJUB AT£, but oar e rtorte to .. .,. ber coatinDid =tll t.be 

- bad liDded OD t.be Ialand aDd - • about to OCC\lp)' the c lt,:r. Sbe 

-• bl.OWD up topt.ber 111. tb tbe dook a -plate wreck by a opeoJ.&l 

d•oJ! t1on part,- ordered to otand by bar tor thie purpoH. It l e /i 
belle ftd the 10DC"7 will. ,..,.,. be able to uke lliO of her oxoept tor 

oarap. 

tbe reolllt or tbe third attock on t.bet Dlgbt by tbe ..,tor torpedo 

boata baaed at PAIIGPAIIC i a DOt b>o..,. '!'bey ..... obaerTid a t t.eol<lD« 

by tbe POPil aDd FORD aa theae retired to the aoutbward well clear 

toward tbe B!':SAR oboro. Detalle of tbla raid -r be bad by ccnalll t in& 

tbo otf1o1&l reports oC tho C ·ndera concerned. Tbeoe are anUable. 

Tbe o .. pollitlon of tho o-r that lligbt 1a not de!1nitel.J' b>o.., • 

.an;y or cruioera, deetroyero aDd tranapol"ta 1a not at tbl.a t.lae aaoer-

tainsble. '!'be ahoot1Dg o! tho 1!\IIQ' ol"lliaei"O n.a I"Oported aa excellent 

so re.r a a pat tern 1a conoerned - but the control waa not correapondi.ngly 

good. Our dutroyna had ll t Uo trouble i n doclg1Dg opleaboo , although 

at U.••• they were Htarally aotberld 1a th-. IodiTidlll.l. 0"""7 

aal:roa did not atraddlo aa !requentJ¥ aa could be expaot.ed. Our oblpe 

2.2 
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.,.... -t~y o t.radd.led, bowo"'" • but. by separate aalYOo. 

IA the ....,.tiM tho lllUSTOM bad boon IIIJJ.od to D.AR!I1ll, AUSTRALIA 
to aot ao oc-.n oocort to a fut troop COD'""Y rr- that pl.Aco to re1D­
foroo t.ba prrleon a t IWEPAJIO, oo tho leland of TIII>R. The conTOy 
oalled tro. DARiriii oo ~S P'obrwry. Two Awo t.ral.tao oloopa and the 

O.s. daat.royol" PIA.R! -~ 1o c-Jl'U'i)' ao A.S. oacort.. Tho followin& 
~. t.ba 16th, tho convoy waa ,.....,ro~ ~ - waTa alter -ve, by 

oerr!•r baled ._ a.lror&tt. 'l'bou&h all. woro oovere~ ohal<en, no 
lhlp 11\&ffued a direct. or badl.7 dalaaclo& ......--tdoa. Tba t. thla 1a 

truoo 11 duo larco~ to t.ba ~oodid worlt or the I!OUSTON wbicb a hip, 

roooo~ prorldod with oftlcloot A. A. -...J.t 1on, ~ to ""' the 
dt.aaU... It •• rMJ.ilod that t.bo CODToy •• 1o poa1t.1oa of real. 
perU, aDd ..._..,"!& toer.aortoclT ~cariowl u it peoetrat.ed North 
1Dto •ter• occupied b7 ao ._ <>&rrior. Tho supr- c=e•n<l orduod 
the -....,- to return to DARIJIII wbiob pl.Aoe •• ~obed wi t.bcut. further 
Seo11nt. t.ba 80l"'l1o& ot the l8't.h. 

It -.. daoirod at tble tiM beoawoo or the 1apHoat.1ona or t.ba 
U.Z...t. to BALI, to ro1Atoroe tho ot.r1lc:log foroe Ullldor Doorsan with 
t.ba 1008~ ud PI.I.Rr. 1'booe noaalo .,.... ordued to tuo~ at DARWill 
ud to depart aa - &I poaoil>le to the 'lleatwar<l. Tbl)" left AUSTBALU 
1D o 0 'CJ t.ba ena1Dc of t.ba 19th. '!'be PZARI waa dot.e.J.Dod. 1o t.ba 

YioiJdV of t.ba ooaet b7 a protracted at.t.aolt •bo Mdo oa ao • .......,. 
....... 1De. .. _. 41reot.ed to rot.u to IWIIIDI, tuol. &Del -ed 
-.,1a _, rd ....U. t.ba aJUBiW rst ' - tor UU. It _. wbllo 
t.ba PUIIf _. 1a t.ba ~ ot IWIIID - t.ba 19th t.bat t.ba port •• 

Regraded Unclassified



-· 

• • - 24-

MjHted to • ~l.Ac attaclt 1.o cr-t toroe by oarrler baMCI ai.roran. 

Tbe .u.-. -7 -· d .. ~ .. -· t.be PKlRI. The PIU:S'l'OJ. a 

daetro)'er tTpe ai.roran t..Dder, ...rtered .. ..,.... daap bat ......,s 

to eeoape and. pr ooucl t or -.tet)' t.o BBOOIII. S!>ll •• later repaired 

at Sttalt . I t .., the PUla'• cr-t ldetort.om. t.o be oa"'ht 1A part, 

bat t.be •tare ot boor prwrtoua operaUou reqldred t.bet abe be u..re. 

Tbe PRIS'l'OII ...ttered a l ib aiotortuz>e, bllt DARIIIJ ne the !>&" t'roa 

wbioh abe operated our ...-!e......., ~ ot PBT'• t'roa .lOSTIULU 

and. e~ airora!t. bo.b1qa ..... DDUW!a MY to boor. 8be bad -...a&ed 

to eeoape tlala tar. 

Tbe llltJSTOJ • • t.oo late to j ol.o n th the atr1.lt:1.og group at the 

B.U.I r o.id . Sbe arr1Ted at TUU.TJIJ' the aorning ot the 22Dd, fUeled 

and. ailed t or SUIUB.U.l 1.o oc.pa~~.y oritb tha PAUL J OifES &lid .uJ>PI, t.be 

- day h et-&bout Y1e SOJ!II!l.t. to Join Doo.--n. It abould be .. nuoned 

here t.bet the HOilSTOII bad onl;r her two forward t.urreto 1n ca..iodon. 

Bar .rter turret 11&4 baeD lmooked out. -• U.. before ae pr-ertouol;r 

.. nuooecl by ~ air t>oe1q. So de spere.t.e •• e<>lllidered the ~bt 

ot J.lf.l t.bet the Mrrtceo eftn or thio crippled ahip wer e colllidered 

aeoeee&l')' for t.be det e nM ot the Ialend. The ship aoquitt.ed herMl.t 

DOblT 1n action orith tbe eD811Q' later &I w1ll be eeen. 

Tbe S . S . CQIJ.VJilSIIJ:lRTB Yll aalled t'roa SUlWIJ.IA aetel.T t.o COLOIIBO 

on the 19th. She Wll dinpatcbed to JAVA a t rq requeot espeei&Uy t.o 

p1olt up a oargo or t1n d .. tined t.be u.s.A. She • • the laet pr1fttel.T 

operated Aaer 1oan .. rohaDt eb1p 1n IncH•• -tare. 
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lO. Tb! l?!wtyre of General llanll. 

On l"rW.y, 20 February, I happened to be 1ll I.DIB.UO, bartzlc 

gou.e by .otor troa BAIIDOEIIG for t.be upeo1al. plll1)0M of ooo.ult1.Dc 

with Lieut-enant. a.-ral Bret.t., O.S.A. , (l?!paty Cld.f of Staff to 

a. ... ral llanU) , 1ll regarcl to coord.il:lated air support tor our aanl 

operationa. I waa lllfor.ed 110at oootident.i.&Uy b]l' hie Chief of Bt&ff 

tbet Gen.eral llanU that day bad reo~ended to LOIDOI that. the <laf­

ot the Ialatld of lAVA o-... aa or a oert.aill <lay ill tbe ~iat.e fUture. 

Thb •oert.eill day" bad - deteno1Decl aa tbe clay tbarn ~ DO )OftC'T 

erlat 111 lAVA a~ rtgbt.ar aircraft - oalO\Il.ated on b&au of 01tneat 

lo•••• io that type . 

thltortw>at.aq I O&DDOt relat.a ber. tha podti ... aeq-oe of ~ 

u ot 117 on la>owleclie . I """' oDl.y at.at.e wbat -• o: : n la>owt.d.p, 

ez.oept that Liwt.aoant. Gen.eral fer POorWD, C nder ill Chief of U. 

I.!.I • .tr.:f OOiliNlted with • oo tba 2lat at BAIDOIIO oo tbe .-Jan 

of O.Mnl W&"!!ll'• rt.w• aa to tbe tutill.ty of 4a!Md1oc nn. I 

replled that I mew DOthillg or 117 on II:Dodedp aa to "rnra1 11aftll1 a 

no .. oo thia rital onabjeot. I -• aakod for IQ' owa no. by tbe 

a.-ral &Dd &lao aakod quit.. bhultq nat I~ do 1a - tM 

odrr 1a 

Chief, u.s. n.ot, ..... quit.. ol.o&r, - ill Mlbota.DM to udn \boa 

Dutoh 1ll U. dof- of tbo •• LI., ad tat tbeM ~ -n 

aaaw ~ ~ be o a"ed with. .. 1 • ' tat too -• pre~ ";r 

odlool<e4 b]l' tbe 'llaftU roo ' u- kt be .-1.4 ..,_. Z&'f& te tM 

l.&•t,· IDA llltwc 11 ... obYSAG.e. 
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.U to wbat -• o • kDDWUclp, t.be o.ccuraay ot whioh I .......,.,t 

ooats.r., - t.be Dol.toh lar~ thr-P t.be 1DeU...11t.elltT ot Dr. ,..., 

Mook, t.be L1_t.e...,.t Oonuwu, d- nded t.be '0'1rtu&l dilail.-1 ot 

a. ... nJ. l&nll u t.be 8\IPI"- "' ·Mer 1:o tboo data,.. ot t.boo O..tob 

Jaat IDd.iaa. I&~ t.be aupr- c Mn1a ~ra -• 1A 

lla.rd.l.J'-Npr .. ...s -U and~ oart.ei.Dl,y, ae t.o wbat -ud 

be t.boo 0\ltooee. I • • oontNl.t..s by t.ba u.s. Ano7 Ur Corpe •• t.o 

wbat taoU1Uae t.be U.S .... "Y oould' prortda 1A oorent of aftcuati.on, 

tor wbiob -po.rat.iona went to.,..-,1. It be.,... artdant t.boot t.boo U.S. 

A:ra:f Ur Corpa would depart. UVJ. llhoW.4 CA~>enl. l&ftll. do eo and t.boot 

tunlwlW>r. their dutJ.Dat.ione would be identical.. It • • ce~ 

aaa.....S t.bAt tbe General. would proceed t.o IHDU, wbioh ae..-pt 1on 

proftd t.o be eorreot. General Brenton, 1A eo=·"" ot U. S. A:ra:f &1r 

d1d 1.o to.ct a. .... BAIIDO!IIG &mda.y t.boo 22lld by &lr. Hie deatl.Aati.oD 

-• not dil<>lo...S. 

On llond&y , the 2Jrd, Ganeral llenll .,._,,.d ae f"roa BANDOENG 

for contaronoe w1 th h1a at UJIBAIIG. At lsOO P••· be r.<>dftd .. 

priftt.el;r at bio quarters. lie oboftd M two telegraaa , one troa 

LOIIDOII and bia reply. The t1rot t.el acru 1.o eubatanoa d.l.racted h1a 

t.o lean the bland oC JAVA • r or tbrttb• o.nd t.o aet u p bia beadquart.era 

eleewboora , "witbl.o or without,• tbe AllD.l area at bie diecra t1on. '!'he 

telesru want on t.o aay t.bet there could be no question or 0 11UM'tlndar • 

or • cap1tul.at1on• 1.o JAVA, t.bet there could not bo antert.e1Ded under 

&IV c1rouaatenoea a propoaal for tbe oeaaaUon ot daten .. ot tbe 

hl&nd or ita abo.nd...-ent . Tbe da.otl.on of de Cenae of JAYA tbeno.-
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forth - • t.o reat excl.uainlt 1n the bAnda o r the Dutcb. lib repl7 

w.a a l~ diopatob cout&in1rlg rec.,...,odlltiono to LONDO!I aa to 

pre.....-1nc MOret tor tho tl.ae being his prospooti.., de parture , for 

the purpose eapao1all:r of tho 110rale of the people and the fightl.ng 

foroeo 1n JAVA. lMo told mo thet it waa bio opinion the Dutch would 

r .. ht to the laot. S. offered to u no opi.nion as to what the 

reoult ~ be . lMo did DOt han to, bis Tiewa were well know. 

lie ..-rked tba t 1 t &ppe&red General Ter Poor ten and Vice AdJoir&l 

llel.tricb bad no other alten>atin tban to continue reaiatanoe tor 

their laot ._l&Dd.• S. 1D1'o.-..d ae that be would dopart JAVJ. 

._ 1n the B.B.S. (Sloop) UDAll, f'rooo TIJIJ.TJAP and a oked tbat the 

obip be eooorted b7 a U.S . deetro,er claar of aubu.rl.ne -tors. The 

O.JMral latt with bie ~te starr on lledneecla;r , the 25th. Tbe 

DllAII wu .. oorWd b7 the u.s.s. PIL!.SBURI to a pol.nt 200 Ll.leo 

~at or 'I'IJLATJAP. About 3 t.o 5 thouaand Britiab !lllpire troops 

I ·- Oil the Ial&Dd. 

!be AJJD.I. ~ cooooand bad oea oed to erlot. Tbe direction of 

<let- or JJ.U -• talten o.,..r directl7 b7 Dutch of'!ioers ao follows, -

• ..,., Yioe .&dld.ral Bal.triob; .t.r.:r, Lt.uteDAJlt General Tor Poorten; 

J.ir, •Jor o....ral Van OJ'en. The coordinat i.n& co end ro.,.rt&d 

w-i•1l7 to the Ootwrno~I>Oral. LDIBAJIG -• abandoMC! ; beodquartoro 

ot all braaoloea wre .. tebllabed a t B.l!IDO!IIG. I reoei ftc! order• trao 

the C w!er-i.a-Cbt.t IJ. S. n .. t 1Nl>etant1all:r to report for du t)' to 

'1'1.,. A4lllra1 JleltrS.ah. I l"'porWd aooordl.ncl;r 1n poreon iaaed1&tel7. 

• 

'-7 
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'!'be Ada1ral expreaiMd b.l.aaeU' aa pro!oundl;:r gratetul. for our •e-..r 

l..o)reJ. • aoaietanoe. lie set hia .. U' up in a aall. r0011 o.dJaaent tC> 

the oae I oc<Npied at Ia ....:I. llea4quartero, a te•pora.ry ab&alt oe&r the 

oc.bined la"1-Arw:Y booob-proo!. We apent .oat of our u.e durinC 

daylight tbereat'ter in tbe booob-proof Operating Roooa not ~ a e 

a oollftn1eDOe, ae our Joint caeoouniaat.1on oenter and ~t intelli­

genoe roo11 wao rltbin it, but by reaoon of the inoeseant ene~V air 

boloblng . '!'be beadqu&rtere area n.a oa.pl.ete]J conrad oYer by an 

1ngen1oue onr bolad aaaou!'l.age , supported l1lte a In>«• green Mt tent 

by buboo polu. 

ll8ar Ad.1ral hllloer, R.N., chief of eta!! tc Vice Aa1raJ. 

llel.!rich, on the 2Jrd te>ld hie chief in IV preeenae that he intended 

tC> l"Te JJ.VJ. in C>OaJliLIV n th Geu.r&l 'llll-rell. lie pn no ....,eon for 

thie intention. It wae naturally ae-ed the General desired tbe 

J.dair&l nth hia. I t oacurred te> •e at once that 1t would be tc our 

decided o.d'ftDtege in tllture ne..-..1 opera tiona of the desperate character 

rteu&liaed &t the t1u, tC> ban an additional U.S. lla-ral Officer at 

beadqu&rtera in the oapaoity of Chief of Staff. In t he oourse of the 

d1acuao1on that followed opportunity n.e sought and obteinad to offer 

tc the Vice Adll1ral the aer-rtoee of IV own Chi&f of Staff - ll8ar 

J.da1ral Pun>ell, U. S.N. '!be Vice Ad.ira.l. aacepted after further dis­

cua•i on and I t..ediately sent for Admiral Purnell who at the time 

•• &t TIJLATJAP in obarge of tha Foroe .t.da1nistratin Office, asking 

b1a t.o co-e to B.AIIDODIO , •prepared t.o r..ai.n 1.nde(1 p 1 t.el,r. • Be arriTCd 

tbe tol.l..cnr1n& ~ tbe 24th, and waa 1n AUSTR.U..U two d&yo later, 

.. 
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the 26tb, OJI 1nd-ioeti011 of bow !aot OYODtl ware 110vin&• -t. happen~ we e tbat. .&4a1ral h U ber on tba 24tb racei~ 

poe1t 1n 1Datruct1ona rna UliiDOII whicb were c.-unioa~ to - to, 

(a ) ..-i.n 1D JAU, (b) •• .,.. cUrection or H.M. llaftl rorcu in tba 

AliDA area ao t b& H D-lor Br1t1sb offioar proeant, (c) wit.bdraw tho 

British K&Yal !or oae tro. JAVA wban further rooiatance in hie Judi­

-nt Hrnd 110 uHtl.tl. purpoao , ond (d) u.ke nery orfort to pereuado 

tba Dutob to pro .. rTe tbo-lr na ftl rorcoo !or 1'ur tber ae tin eernee 

Obrto\lal7 fica Ada1ral. .. l.trich bad no otber alterrative thaD to 

rot&i.n Rear Adai.ral Pa.l.ll.aer a o hio Cbiaf o! Staff . Thia a tate or 

atra-lre """ eowounica ted to IHl by the Vine Adm1ral tb& night of t ho 

24th. Rear Adai.ral Pur1>ell wu raleaaod ond I d-1reeted hia, under 

tbe c-lrcuaotancoo or ineroued &noll!)' prouure on JAVA to rNIOve tba 

Force .ldain1atrat1n Otriea !roe JAVA at TIJLATJ.IJ' to AUSTR.U.II. Ht.­

ti.Dg up this ortico init~ in tba tondora at EXII?U'I'II GUI.J'. Adldral 

Purnell fiow to BROOME, AUST'RALU the follorlng night, tba 2,th, and 

on the 110rn1.nc of the 26th contacted tho U.S.S . CI!ILDS, DOW ba~ at 

BllOOIIE a!tar tho t>o.bi.Dg of con•oy a t DART/Ill, ODd 1D her procood~ to 

EDI)UTH GULl'. 1'be ..-a_lndor or tbo .ldain1etro tin Staff at TIJI.I. T J.IJ' 

found tboir ....,. to Ausn!ALIJ. in U.S • .W.Orinoe deotiJ>ed for onrbaul 

ond 1D Dutob ond v.s. airera!t rarr1.,. 1'be u.s. llaftl Port o!t1oa 

at TIJLATJ.IJ' •• reaatabliabed under Capt&i.n lludaon, • bo IIUbaequan~ 

did !ina work 1D naCUA t ina our wound~ ond our m.eroue e 1 vi.l1a.n 

retucooo , tho l a t ter not only !roe JAVA but rr.,. SDIGAPOR!! rla JAVA, 

in °"7 era!t tb&t eould be ••cured to acc-..clate thea out or TIJLATJ.IJ'. 
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tiM 26th, &II 1ndi.catioD ot bow r .. t. ... enta .. ,.. ... TiJl.&. -t IMppened waa t!Mt .lda1rU l'&llioer on tho 24th rece1-..d 

poaitln 111a t.ruct1ona tr.- LOIIDOJI wb1cl:l were e.,_unioat.ed to 11e to, 

(a ) ~ 111 JAVA, (b) a aouae direction of H. M. Ja~ forcea 1n tl:le 

AliDA ...-.. ae tiM Ml11or Brit.ioh office r preH11t , (<>) rlt.bdraw the 

Brltiol:l Janl foroea tr... JAVA wiMn t'Urt.ller reelat&Doa 111 b1o Judg­

Mnt Mr nd 110 u.oa.!\U. purpooe, and (d) uko every a!!ort to periNAde 

the Dutoh to preser-.e the ir nanl forcu for further actin ...-rice 

agn.inet. the c011100n ·~ 'by a u .. J.y and correllj)OD.'!ing rl thd.ran.l. 

Obrloual.y fico .lda1rU llel1'l-1ch had no other al.terr&t.lv.. than to 

retoin Rear Adairal. l'&ll1oar ae b1e Chief ot Steff. 'l'b1o otot.e ot 

affa ire wao c.,.,.unioa ted to .., by the Vice Ad.IIJ.ral the nigl:lt of tbe 

2J.th . Rear Adair&l Purnoll wao relea.oed and I directed bill , under 

the oireuaetanc.e of lnor.caed ·- preoeure 011 JAV#. to ......., ... the 

Force Adaln1atratin Ottice tr.- J AVA at TIJI.ATJAP to A.USTIULU aet­

ting up tbi.s office in1t1&lly 1n the t ondere at £DIX1'nl OOLJ'. Admiral. 

Purnell flew to BROOME, AUSTRALIJ. the follorlng night, the 2Stb, and 

on tha _,rning of the 26th cont.ect.ed the O. S . S . CBILDS, now b&oad at 

BROOME after the -in& or con'O'Oy a t. IIARI'IDI, and 111 IMr proceeded to 

EJllltrrR OOLr. tbe reMl..nder or the Adain1et.rat1"' s tarr at TIJLI.TJAP 

found their • Y to AUSTRALIJ. 1n U.S . euhurineo deetined for Oftr!Mul 

and 1n Dutob and U.S. o1roratt terr1u. the U. S . llanl Port oftioe 

at TIJI.AtJAP _ ,. rentobl1abed UDder C.pt.a111 lludoon, ttbo eubHqllent.J.,' 

did tine work 1n ..,..cuatinc our wounded and ow- m.eroua c1rlllan 

rel'll&eea, the let ter not. oalT trca JAVA but tr... SIII<lAPORI ..U JAVA, 

in •rv oratt t llat could be secured to aooOIIA()C!.o.t.e t hea out of TIJUTJAP. 
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Tbe O.S . .. ...u Port Officee at TIJLATJAP, BAUVU aDd SUIWl.UJ. 

'Qro abe.lldoned J'ebruary 28tb - lla.rcb l .ot durin& the occup.t.ioll b)' 

tbo en-.r of the Ioland. '!be Port Otf i cera, reopeotift~ C.pt.ai.D L. 

J. Hudson. , ec-ander P. s. Slaweon &l1d Cxa'ncter J. J. ~ 1N'1"8 

ordered to Awotrali.a. lll got any ea!'ely except C ,.r ~ 

wbo aecured peuage ill a Dutch DIILII C1v1.l f.rry plane which 1 t 1a 

belio-nd was ehot do..,. 

ll. Tile P.et;uotlon of LAIIGLEI apd I'JXXlS· 

Tbe LAIIGLEf &Dd SUIIITCH - re N.u.d the 2lot of J'ebna&J'7 

ill conYoy (IIS-5) troa FREDWITLE under eoeort or the o.s.s. PIIOmriX. 

The LAIIGLEI conto.iDed 37 o.s . .lrw.y tightero (P-40' e) , the SII.'IIITCII, 

27, to&ether witb pUote, ground orewo aDd ...unit.lon. Tboolr deeU­

nation on departure wao CEYLON. 

t.lediat.ely upon dieoolut.ioll of the lia...,ll ou~ o: -oundo<1 1D 

JAVA, orders were &i""n dlree~ b)' the na...U 111gb c-.>d Vice 

Adloirol Hel.l'ricb, to di""rt both the LAIIGLEI and SKAliiTCB to JAU 

ill order that the tigbtere they carried aigbt be \IOed tor the detenee 

of the Ioland. Vice AdainJ. Beltrieb l.& tor expreeeed repoet to M 

tba t ordero bad been eant by biJa direct to the PROI!JIIX to det.ecb the 

LAIIG!.E! &Dd S!AliiTCH. He expl.&J.n.d that t.1Jie -· the ..,at t..port.ant 

factor aDd that be bad teUD t.llie libert)- to ..... tiM t..U... Ulat 

I could ben no obJeeticn under these ..reenoy olro~aat.ano.o . 

There - · Ollloh d18C\18110D U to the port Of entry Of theM two 

pl.&.ne ee.rry1nc ellipe. TIJLATJAP wae • .,.,tually de cided upon &lid 

pre parat.lono at thet port were 1104e 110at burrledl.y aooordJ.nclT. 
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'l'bere - • no t1;r111a tiel.d a t or a.ar n .n.ATJAP. Tbe pl.Ane a were to 
be nal neded 011 lobe dock or pier, towed alor~i \.be atr<!eto to a c:oe­

parat.i...,l;r open field and f irOII there flown to ..ar10WI ~~ t1eldo 
tor opero.Uoa apinot tbe •n-:r. tho plAn 1111 1 a .akeahi.tt ono rendered 
DeCIIII&r)' by tbe basard of u.oln& eitber BATAVIA or SURABAYA, both ot 
whloh ....., be l..n& oubj ected to cootimJDua air boabin;! during dayllct>t. 

a.ch bad to be acooapl.iehed at nJLATJAP tor t.he reception ot t.he 

pl&neo. Street& bad to be cle.......S, wall& a.nd obaclto knocked down . 

It • • oeoeoaary to clear and re&rrance -tori&l and par on t.he p1or 
1n order thet the planeo ai&ht be landed and towed afty aafoly. Up 

to th1a U.. nJLA'UAP bad suffered no .. r 1ouo boab1n&. Hopea nn 

~- ,.. labor o1tuat1on .... oer1ouo .. tho gr.at ujority or 
. u..., l.abor.ra bad taken to the hllla a t t.he tirat 1nd1cat1on ot 
bo.bl..n&. 'l'be - critical labor o1tua t 1on obtained at PJUOK but 
eopeoiall;r a t SUIWIAU. .lt the latter pl.aee the llanl Dock Yard 11111 

oper•tiac at s~ etf1e1oocy at tba u.. •• left the place , on the l8th, 

cNe to oborta&• or oa U ..., labor """ hi&h 1n the j UDil ... 

llowT..-, by~ otrorto ~ • ·• ude ready to receln 
tbe L.liiGU:r and SIAJIITCH. Both lhipe were to t'uel fl'C* the teoker 

Pll:tbJDL&, taka OD u ....a;, r..t'\l.poee •• poeaible , tor wbi.eb a llat b&4 
bMa prepared, and depart f orthwith. 

n drlwl.oped now thet tbe I.AIIC1.Er whlcb hAd been de tacb.d t1r81. 

wao due nJLATJU a t SaOO p .a. the 27thJ tbe SU.Wil'CH tho follow1nc 
--.inc· lA tbe -aU.. u will he -n latel' it beoame erldent 

that the e~M~Q" intended a land1oi 1n JTI&t force on the Nort.h Cont. 
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or JAYA. Tbe Tit&l and pressing ne~ese1ty to~ the u,• or the tigbtinc 

t.irCT&ft due 1n U..11e two ahipo to ~esiet tbia iDTaeion wa s all too 

apparent. At this tae throughout all of JAVA there were not 110re 

than 15 tigbtere. 

•aYertbelooo, the situo.Uon of tbe LANGLEY - • br<>U6ht to the 

attention or Vice Adairal Hel~icb. Tbe tae or her predicted arri~ 

at TIJUTJAP -• dieaueeed 1n dotall. He coocluded that t iole waa the 

all t..portent factor. He wished that ehe ahould not be delayed until 

tho following ..,rnin& to enter with the SEAWITCH, thus pendtting both 

ahipe to approach the coeet unde~ coYer or d&rk:ness. lie e&id to .., 

repo&tedlT that tba r e nponsibilitT _ , hie alone ; t bllt he OIW!t get 

tbolle pl.an.a 1n and a t the ene.y; that o1'ery ainute counted. tbeN> 

bad boon n.o boebing ott tbo South ooaet or JAn. and 5•00 p.m. _ , too 

late f or e~ boebing or TIJLATJAP 1tHlt. He ann &eked .. to inrora 

U.. C • J>dor 1n Chief, U.S . l'l.eet, that be toolr. f'ull responsi bility 

and intaeted that tbio requast that I so inrora tho C<-nandor in Chief , 

- • t&ntaaowlt to an order . I COIIld not pendt bUo to t&lr.e this otand 

alone u I did 1n tact share .,._pletely bia views aa to the nece ssity 

for t&lr.ing th& rialr. aDd INbaeribed tully to bia deci s.1on . 

Tbe LANGLEY -• 1n tact die eo,..,red by en~ a.ir reconndneance 

during the early forenoon or the 27th , approxiAately 1)0 llilee oouth 

or TIJLATJAP. She was heavily boabed tbeN>&tter by ahors based air-

craft, ,.Yerel;y daaaged and abandoned u & sinld.ng hulk. Her 8'\lrTivors 

were rescu.d by the two escorti ng deatr<rJera, the WHIPPLE and EDSALL . 
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'nle a...-.i...,r& .. ,.. ordered tranaf'ured to the PECOS which ~p • • 

cUrect.d to proceed eouth with all d1apat.ch to ~ dia\&nce rro. 

ahore baaea of ·~ n1rora!t and t.o proceed Tio1n1 ty CHRI:>TIIAS 

I~ll<l U necesaary t.o proTide a 1 .. for t be transier , a nd t.ben 

proceed AUSTRALU 1nate&d of CErLON t o r cargo t\lel. Both deatrcr.rera 

" re urpntly requi.red - one tor u cort or troop convoy and to brine 

O.S . anty plane a...w aurTivora t.o J AVA to .._, the pla.ne a fr011 the 

SEATII'I'Cll - the other t.o escort tho tenker BELITA due COCOS bland 

fro& CErLO!I. llua81•oua IIUJ'ViTora or the LAJICLEI urpntly requ1red 

..c!icai a t tention. llee thor cond1t1ona di d not pera1 t the tranaf'er 

UDt.ll the tol.l.orin& day in v1.c1n1ty CIIRIS'I"MAS I sland. 11it.b1n f our 

hour a ai't.er thie tra.na!er the Pl:llOS wae attacked by cn.rr1er-b&aed 

&1rcrai't and de stroyed. Tbe fll!IPPUl picked up approxiaat.ely 270 

a...-.i...,ra. P'urt.ber de taila o! thie incident u.y be bad fr011 r e porta 

or t he c-nd1rlc Otticere conoertled. 

Tbe SEAWITCil o.rr1Ted TIJLATJAP without incident about lOaOO • ·•· 

the 28th. 

LAIICL£r. 

ller plane a n re orated , not auellbled u were t.boae in the 

It. abould be r aarkad bare tbet the LANGLJ::f pl.Mea could 

not be nown orr that ~p. 11&1!' ot the ~t deck bad been .....,,.,.s 

pre'fioua~. She - • in tact only a tender. 

A aajor action w&a fought i n tbo JAVA SEA beginning tho ai't.ernoon 

or tho day the SEA!rl'I'C.B arrived at TIJL.I.TJAP. Thia a ction 1fhicb will 

be covered 1n a .,.cceedin& parap-aph, waa toupt t.o preYent a landina 

1n force by the ......., on the llorth Coeet. of JAVA • 'nle bat.Ue eueceeded 

in preventinc e landing that IUI)ht , but delayed the ·~ o~ one day. 
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Tbey laDd.c! tlw follo'llin& ni&Jlt, llo.rch lat. TM SEAYI'ITCH planee ........, 

lll&dl.7 DHd.cl. 

The SUII'ITCB wae unloed.cl under IIQ' pereonal obeeM'Iltion h7 llid­

aigbt kroh let aDd w.a eent to eee at ooee lmder escort of ISABEL, 

dut 1Dat1on by IIQ' direction, E:niOUTH GULF. ll.er planes were DeTer 

pl.ao.cl in MrTi.ce h7 tbe Dut ch. I t was reported to M they ... re 

deatro,-.cl atUl. in their CT&t.a incident to d...,lit.ion a t TI .TLATJAP 

prior to nacua t i on . 

It be. e been generally aeiNIIed tbat the e~ waa Wo~d of the 

IJJIGLEr, aDd her -.lesion. Her l oading or aueabl ed pl.aneo at I'REEJIA.NTLB 

it appeared eoul.d hardly be diegu1eed. On IIQ' arrhal let.r at P'REDIAliTLE 

I wae ll&de aware by the Lieut.nant Co~rnor and other a1l1 tary and nan.! 

officials of other leeks of W oraation to the .,..,. • It 1o quit. 

posa1ble t he onelll,)' wae fully in.forMd. That the IJJIGLEY alone waa 

at t.aelcad , and the SU.l!ITCH ~ested • Y be of e1gni!'1eanee with 

reepeot to a leak. It 1a to be not..cl &1110 thet the L.&IIGLEY - • 

a t tacked by ahore bea.cl airoratt; the Pro<>s h7 carrier- baaed eratt . 

ll. OperatiOJ!& froa 50 P'ebn!pry - 1 lltrch - i!!lttlc in JAVA Sf.A. 

For purpose of cont inuity a recapitulation of the d&Mge 

nport.cl to the ·~ inoident to the BALI rai d 19-20 February 1a 

giYen hel·e. 

Dt.!&n by and to Q. S. Amy Air (B-17e) - 3 hits on one 

orui.aer; one hit on another cruiaer; 3 hite~ 8 Deer-a.1aeee on 

one oruiMr. Four or our P-40' a - re loat. One B-17 waa re­

port..cl -.l.eaing. 

{ 
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'>ng bx err! to arl!Ct eh·l•. 

{a ) 1J !.be Cniftr crqup (Ill REUTIR, JAU, PII!T KED, :PaiD 

POPE) 2 or ) ab1pe b~ up &lid oa ra.. Poe•ibJA torpedo hit 

oa aruber ot IU'J'ORI Clan. the PIEr IIIDI w.e l.oet. 

(b) 17 tbl Dutrgxu OrO!!!) (TROMP, STIIU.RT, PILLSIIURI, 

lllSAIJ ·, PAAAOTT) 2 ....-. torpedo hit& on ab1pe ot ~~~~Down clu•. 

(o) 1tr tb! I.T.B '•· 2 bit& bT torpedoes oa ~~~~Down ab1pe. 

The POPE &lid l'ORD, on !.be 2lat , were witbdrawn t"roa the etrik1Dc 

toroe UDder Doox-n. '!'he .u.DDI &lid PAUL JOIII:S wwe 8Ub•t1tuted. the 

two t~r de •tr07era, upon arrinl TULJ.TJJ.P after the BALI raid , 

...-. dispatched to - attar tu.l1"8 to contact the BU.Cit ll.llll to 

te.ke o.boerd the 1.7 torpedoes reu.in1"8 in t.b& t tender. Tbeee were 

the laet or our ruern torpedoes. It ..... tb! intention to direct 

tb! PORD &lid POP! to aea1n rej oin Doorwan. 'l'hb intent1on ..... carried 

out, - these destroyers rejoit>J.nc in time to talte part in the JAVA SU 

action. 

On the 22nd the PILLSBURI and PJ.RROTT lilr.ewiu were de tached trOD 

the •trild.ng force. They b$d preotlee.ll7 no torpedoes end were sadl7 
in need of o .. erh3ul. This lett only tho J. o. EDI!J.RDS {Cooodeodiv 58 -

eo.:.....nder T. 8. B1.ntord , !l.S.II. ) wi th Dooraan in stllWI.U.I.. 'nle PAUL 

JONES, .u.DDI , POIUl &lid POPE were due to jo!JI at N.t"lieat poaaible 

-•nt. It lo to be r ... abored the STEIIJ.RT wee out of action, cal>-

ehed in drydoclc at SURJ.BAI.I.. Thus onl.7 the u.s. destroyer• are 

rr- no• on wi th the atr1.lc1J:Ig terce. 

Tho HOUSTON bad arrhed TIJIATJJ.P t'rooo DJ.RI\>11 tho 2lat. She 

., , 
~------------~--~----------~~:, 
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helecl IUid ...Uecl Y1a 50IB1lA wit.!> tbe PAUL J'*!S aDd ALDDI in 

o~ OD tbo 22Bd to joi.D Do co •. Be be.MCl 8UR.UI.UA ODl.7 dla:z-... 

1.D& tbe nipt to .-..de tbe .S.,llpt .._b!nc ot tb&t pl.aoe. OD tbe 

- 4q tbe lORD IUid POPZ obta1...cl tbe1r "" torpecloea hoa IILACl 

BA'II aDd procud.,S at ODC& bJ - lttn.it 1.Dto tbe JAU S!l. to Join 

tbe Doltob RAI&r Adldral. All ot tbe t1Ye a'bcmo abipa , r. pl&c_,te 

aDd reinforc-ta, lll'rl't'ecl SURAB.UA tbe 24tb. 

Jill- act.h11iJ 1.D Ml(ASSAR STRAIT aDd tb& .:n.uu SU all thb 

U.. au•• d to point .-1.atalcabls to a l and1n& 1.D force eit.bar OD 

tbo -.t.b cout of BOlii!X> (IIAIL1lHWID) o.r tbe 11ort.b coeat ot JAYA. 

~ tbo ..,_ 1.Dtctioo •• dJ.acJ.ceed u a Jandlas 1.D cr-t 

force ao.e ~ .Uee weet ot SU!IJ.WA. :u..ult.eaeoual;y ~~~- aotirlt;y 

ot laaaer 1.Dtcait;y 1ndi<:atecl a aecODd force to t-he .. at , cooo..,trat-

1.Dg 1.D tbe rlc1.Dit;y ot IWIU erldm~ tor tbo pn-poae ot a J•adlag 

an tbe ... ten part or the aort.b cout ot JAVA 1.D tbe cmeral rlc1.Dit;y 

ot PRIOit. 

It ,.. at t.bia critical and orucial ao.eot that Ceoaral lla't'ell 

r.J..1.Dqubbecl the eu~ c-d. The raid at BALI bed belli toucbt. 

the .,_ at BALI bad be.., reinforced. A huge coac..,tratioo or traae­

porte boa~ .......,.,. aDd c~ •• reported about to descend oo 

JAVA. Z....te _.., rapi<U;f. 

Vice Ada1ral Heliricb now 1.D .up.-- can.l c....and and bearlDI 

tbe wei&)>t o! tbe """""'h or thAI •pire OD hie ahou.ldera practicaJ..J., 

alone, c~m'catecl to the Allied NaYal Forces that he had •u~~~~aed 

c ::vr nd ot tbo All.ied lan.l Yorcu en&aied 1n t.be defaaae or tbe 

1. E. I • 1 llllder t1 tle C7X. • He erpr-aaaed h!aa.U •• cca>tidaa t t.be t 
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•all c.-.ndere ot Forcee and thou under their c~d will gi•e 

fllll.eot oupport at thlo critical u.e. • ill banda knew what there 

wao yet to do and what to expect. 

'l'be Vice Ada1ral. took t he followiDg 11t.epe at a!lce. Re ordered 

a CCIDc.,tratiCID or tNb.&ri.nell 1.n the JAVA SU. Tba Dutch 0-19, !t-8, 

l-10, the U. S . S-37 and S-38 and the Britieh TRDAIIIT reached the 111-

....U..te theater or llCtiC:C a t CIOCe. He decided that all ov-e.iU.ble 

British Cruisers and fieet d estrcyere baaing PRIOIC move to the 

!aot i1-.,d1:1Jatel;r o.t hl&h s peed to jo1D Dooman . Tbe EXE"IER, PER'rH, 

DICOOifl'DI, JUPI'l'!:R and ELEC1'RJ. reapcllded. Re orderad the eaetem 

oectiOD of tho! north coe.et of J AVA a!ned witb center o.t RDICBANG. 

Olll;r ll nry lla1ted nuaber of llin.ea were OLvail.able for thia. It 1a 

probable tbat tho D! R!IJTER and :JAVA were aubsequent.l:r destroyed 1D 

tb1o hut1l;r laid fie ld . Re ordered the C.-..nder of tbe Eastern 

St.rild.D& J'oroe to baoe S~A but to keep the seas which of course 

wae aepooiall;r neoee&llr)' 1.n ~U.gbt to noid t he dail:r bomb1Dg ot 

thot hale, ID4 eapec1all;r eaaontial o.t n.it;i>t 1Dasoruch ae a n.ight 

attaol< 011 a l ndin& wao CCIOt..,pl&ted. He aubeequontly directed tm;y 

r '"'"II Br1 Ueh J'orcu a till to the n otward to CCIIlcentrate and 

IIOh ap1Det tba - threat diiTilopi.ng at BAJIIItA. The RlBAR'l', 

DRAOCII, T'l'J111:1)08, SCOUT ID4 DAII.U: were withdre'l!ll rro. CCIOTO)' escort 

dn. to -.kAo thlo -.. This toree proceeded into SODIDA STRAIT, 

ID4 to tba north accordhel;r; and, fa111.ng to c ODto.ct the ene~~r , 

-.. cU.reoted .,.. tho 27't.h to proceed to C!:Y1.1* . 1hwo these ....t-ble I 
old.pe _.. 'plftlitted to leaYW the fi&htinc area ~tur..l;r under 
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llriUoh pr .. euro and •apinot the V1oe ~·• bettor Judpellt" , 

&I he Ita ted t.o .. l.a tar. 

~·• f'orce now '0111 e.-poeed ot t wo bon y eruiaera, HOUS'I'al 

(cml,:r two turret.e 111 e.-J.aa1011) E:IE'I'ER, throe light eruia.ra 

(DE RWI£11 (nac) , JAVA, PERTH) , tc dut.royoro (JWRT7liAR, EV!:R3'SDI , 

P11COOIITER, JUPin:R, !L!CTRA, J. D. l:DVJUlS, POPE, FORD, ALDDI, PAUL 
JOlES) . 

PraoUeau,- all ot tho rMIA ' nl ni u. s . torpedou 011 statim 

wore d1atr1but.od "'"""' tho t1 ... -.r1c:an doot.royero ot tho a trild.ng 

torea. 

A reeaplt.ul.&Uoo of' a tatua of' U. S. doot.royere at. this U&e of' 

tiDal battle 1o pertinent. A.U daat.royera wore 1n great need ot 
onrbaul. They bad baen operating &l..ost eontlnuoue~ elneo tho 

8th ot Dee•ber. Their eood.,.,aero upee~ n re girtng trouble . 

The then f'1Yo aoat abl~ and aeawort~ were attached t o the striking 

f'orce aa aot f'or1.b above. The STtiiART - ·• a wreck 1n a SORABJ.IA 

drydoek duo t.o DO f'oult. ot her owo. The Pf:ARl """ loe t. at. DARIIIN: 

the BARKER and BDUIJ'JI wore lAIIltl ducka enrou to t.o AOSTRJ.LlJ. wi1.h 

tcder f'or overbeul. The 1\'l!Il'PLE was cnl:r reeenU:r out of' dock at 

TIJLATJJ.P with a eon bow aod at.. eo roault ot eollio1co wit h t ho 

OJ! RrotlJI . She wao to be aoplo:red t.beneet ort.h on lighl duty CllllJ- . 
Tbo Pll.L:>1lURI and PARRO'M' had be.., withdrsom tr .. tho otr 1ld.ns f'orce 

to TIJLATJJ.P sftar BJ.LI •• unfit. tor ouch aeUYe opera t.l ooa , 1n Deed 

of ext.eneho overhaul . Tho J!DSALL had be"" druoaced by one of her 

owo depth char goo, dropped a t al"" opeed. Sho we a l eaking bedl7 

I 
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and coul4 Dot be rell.cl upon !or dutr w1 tb tbe •trildJ>c !orce. 

Tbia accouota ! or the oricin&l 13 o! tba equadrcll. 

Tbe aituat.icm o! tba aboYe et.r1ltiJIC !orca - at SIJRABAJ.l 

waa ind...S precarioue. It bed or4era to Jt.ap tbe -• and coul.d 

aine !ielde durin& clark waa clan&eroua. .lt tiaeo, o! cour .. , ab1pe 

would be e&U&bt in porl c!urlJ>g the cla7llgbt boabin&a - but !ortomat&-

17 Do d.o.Mge to our eb1pe reeul t...s except to tbe STE'IiARf t.lread)- cap­

abaci in cl.rrdocl<, and to tbe Dutch Hoop1t.el ahip at.ndtDg br 1a tbe 

outer Ro&de. She wa a ... arelr atra..C.cl. T'be IIOOSTCII erri...t SUJU.BALl 

w1 tb flrl. cepec1 tr .fUel. on board and coul.d Dot retual, Dor could other 

la.rp obipo, tbe oil f'uel 11aeo to the docka tbq could go alcmaaide, 

be wing be<!n ruptured br the air boabins. The ..,_ b.-bee! tbe porl 

protact.icm at &D7 time. lD !act OD 110 OCCASI<:a durinc the .,tire 

caapai&D 1a de1'011ae o! the II.I!.J. 414 anr D&'Rl. operaticm ar-t / J 
in whlcb o.!:. ebipe po.rticipet...s, !an the aupport o! anr !1chtiD& { { 

aircraft. 

fkl""'r CO&Ibat in.COt'*t.iOO W&& der1Ted IIOBtlr trO&I 0111' OWD Ob-

eerrero in tbe PBI plonee o! our Pat.rol Irina - 10, ....Ser Cl--"144 o! 

Captain FTank D. Wagner, O. l!.ll. Our air coea....,m~tcatiOD aet.-.ap we 

co..,..ct. Groat cr.dit 1o cbta Captaia llaSD•r and b1a coea&'Dd far tbe 

oplecdid perfonoance o! the Wille tbro<l&~>out. lluch iD!...-t.iOD "" 

had of cour•• rroe ow...rillea and the A.nq bO&Ihing planu - but 1101w 

I 
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wu u ?lll.uable, ca.plet. ud :reliable u tr-oe the PBYa. At the 

eDd tbo7 bec&.e pr-actieall7 the exclusive eoUr'Ce of oyetematic caa­

t>.t int.,._u.,... P4noo tle• at nJ.ght (in •ootllisht) !lfter the 

dqllcbt pb!loo ot the final bettlo 1D the JAVA SEA, for the purpoao 

of ab&clowinc tbe .. _., .. pecie.ll,y the true objective - the tra.neporte , 

in o:rder t.ba.t Ooor.an•• force a1ght att.ck. No preiae could be too 

bi&b tar t.ba. work ot Petwinc 10. 

Tbi.o narret.in doee not preteDd tc covrr the &ct.ioo in tbe 

JAU SEA in det.aJ.l. Tlwtee are not yet Jcnom. The action u e whole 

c&llllot be :reennetruet.ed &ccun.te~ unt.il all sources of inton>atioo 

in due course of U.. aro probed. 

Info~UDD of tho .. ucy' which renched o.llled naval head­

Quarter• at BAIIDOn.O woe uple in all roopecta. The compooit.ioo , 

dbpoe1t.1nn, lOC&t.iDD ot eneJO:r forcoo wao known witb r<!400Mble 

a.ccun.cy &t all U..o. Tbio 1nt...-Uoo wu, to ~ Jcnowledse , 

e~cat.ed at cmce • ben recei...-.d to the Conrnender of the at.rik­

in« t oree, Baa.r Ada1ral Doo,_,. 
On t.ba. 26tb, Rear ~a.l ~ wao informed that at 

ll•55 • ·•· loca.l t.1ao tb&t de:! u eno~~r force ot )0 transports 

eocorted b7 two e.ruiaero and tour deotroyero was in pooitioo t...t. 

04° - 50 ' Soutb, Lcmg. W , 20 £. coureo 240° true speed 10 l<noto. 

He wao directed to proceed to eea, attock attar dark then r-etire 

toftrd PRIO.K. 

!be above 1Detruct.1ooo were 80dif1ed in a oubsequent diepatch 

a.a f ollowa: 
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•tou IIIWit continue att.aclul until the enem;y i o deetroyecl .• 

Prerlouel;r ~ report• bad been rocei'oecl troo our PBI 1 o , our 

ou-..inoo aDd our u.s. AI:'IIIY boobera of ecatt.arecl oneJIY lmita in the 

JAVA SEA aDd ot a •large coaToy oear tho Coaet of BORNm , " pointing 

to a •Jor .,.,,.. by the on_,. in the JAVA SU. 

Ada1ral. Doo.rw.n cli.d uot coat.act the -- the 26th. He roportecl 

that hie iuf'o.-Uoa of tho -- -• inouff1cict. 

011 the 27th Ada1ra1 Door..~~ reported tba t he had bem at tacked 

at 9100 a.&. local t1llo by .,...., boobers in Tic1Dit;T of SUJWIAIA. 

Be requeotecl t1ght<or protoctioa. He was illat.ructecl by the hiib 

naTal c.-aud to •procoecl, eearch tor aDd attack the eDMQ' coo•OT 

notwithetancl1n« the all" attack.• 

8T S100 p.11 . , local t1IIO tho 27th, the oneov forces bad beoo 

d.,..lopod with reuooable accuraq. It waa mom that a coovoz ot 

.39 to 45 tranaporto, eocortecl b)' 2 or .) cndaera, aDd 8 to 1.2 

deetr.,.ero, oao in poa1 t1oa appro:d..a tol;r 20 lliloa lleot ot BU'ZAJI 

Iala.Dd, 60 lliloa lorth of tho "loot !llltrauco to SlJJ\ABAI.l. It w.a 

utabllobecl ~ that a otrcog coYtrin& force wae t~ JS to 

40 IIllo• Sostb!!rt. ot BAI'!WI. nus force n.a part.1o.l.l;r dnelopecl by 

tho l!r1 tioh !':IE!"ER, JUPIT!It aDd I!Ll:CTRA DOW j oiiiJ.D& Doo.rw.n froo tbe 

.... t JJ:'U Sea. 

The EIITIIl repartee! 1 - cruiser aDd 4 d .. tr.,.ero 1D thio 

locallt;T, aDd lat.ar J OJ'Uio..,. aDd 4 dootr.,.er o. The l!LEC'l"JIA r.­

,..W 2 battl .. h1~ (~ '-"YT OJ'Uioero), l ondoer aDd 6 doatr.,.­

INI -.1 lat.ar l oruiaer llllld l.arp ~~- ot 1Dd1TidMl. obi~. The 
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JOPIT!R Mde oae report or acatterecl torcee eoaoi ot.iAc or 4 enli•er• 

and l4 deotrorera. 

Tbuo tM two groupo or the --, """"'l.J' the COD'Yf17 p1ua 

ooeort and tbe ecmoriJ>C roree to the oo~rd or the eonYay, wore 

tairl;r well II:Doom lt..llld cl•nlopod 1'7 earl;r nOIUnc the 27th. 

~ pand.ttocl ld.aaelt to enp.ce the-- conring ~ 
iJ1 the 'YieiJ11t7 or SURA.BA:IA dur1J1c c!qlight. Thie co ... rin& force 

O"Yiclctl;r t\llfi.lled ito aio&iOD in koepi.nc the allied ot.rlkins force 

&wq froa tbe COO'Yf17 • S... or the detail& of tho &CtiOil the. t enBUMI 

MJ' be bed troa tho report or our c-..u.nc orticere concerlled -

but O'YOII troa tbeoe, i t i o iapracticable with inforaatiOD DOW dia­

poaable to recOD&tn..ct. what &ctU&l.lJ' t•ppened. Ullt'ortUDateJ.;r the 

ROUSTal wu 11\lheequelltl.;r loot. llo report -.. e he.d troa her. The 

POPZ, which obip ... del&7ed in departinc SUIU.BAYA with the •t.r1.1<1ne 
f orce, .,..-bJ.;r did DOt get into action &t &ll, 80 OM ! ired DO tor­

pedo... She too - · lnlb8eqU81lt.ly loot, with DO report rec&hed or 
bar participatioo in the nmta or the Digbt or tM 27th . 

!be •tr!.lc1n& !orce -• uoesbled hurriedl;r - the Bri tiob UD1 t.e 
.. pao1&ll7 were enpaed beroro proper indoctrlJ>&tioo ce<WI pouibl;r 

ben - orroctec!. It 1o doubt.f\U tt.. tbet ~ bed opportuniti)' 
to ~to & well con&iclered p1&D or actiOD . 

1D opit.o or diapo.riti)' or roreaa, the allied ot.r1.1r::ing rorce 

ao e'Yiclctl;r doing ""'r7 well, 1nrlict1J1t; 110re d.aaaae tboll it 

roc&i'Yed ... w un!ortunatel;r t.be EXtT!I\ woo ~ bit, elow.cl and 

ai>Hr.cl out to clear the b&tt.le line. The other ondoere, includin& 
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Doorman ' a which led , followed ber IIOT""eot, tbwo Yirt.uall;r broald.na 

orr tho engsgeoent. 

The &ction lila)' be pcrti&J.l;r recccatructed by reference to tbe 

accocJl6liYing Fiaurea 1 to 6, dra1111 in accordance 11:1 tb fl(f om 1Dd1 rldual 

appreebtion or what probabl.;r happened , derived fro~~ reports, diacu.­

doa and 1Ddirldu&l ccmt&oto. A.o prerloualy aentioaed it 1o 1apooa1ble 

a t t bio til:.e, with the 1Aformatim and dat& at d1opoa&J., to ot&to w:itb 

c011plete accuracy what 1n f act did happen. 

Figure 1 ahowo the cocpoei Uon and d1apoo1 ticm of tbe oppos-

ing foreea at tba beginning of the action about 4:30 p.a. , l'obru&r)' 

27th . !loto that tho u.s. doatrO)"ero trail tbe eruioero. Two l&rp 

Briti sh deatroyera lead tho cru1a8r ooluon. Three deatrO)"ero , one 

Britiah, two ~tch appear em the UDcgsged flank . Tbe Dutch flag­

•b1p, tha ligbt cruioer DE REUTER leada the cruisero. Tbe toro heaYy 

eruisera follow and they in turn are followed by two light cruioera . 

l'onoerl.,y 1 t bad bec practice wbOID tbe atrild.ng force woe c-..ded 

by a u.s. nag orticer, to d1epo .. tbe force in crui .. r grous- by 

t)'pea , each to eeel< suitable ran&•• in ecconlanco w:ith a plan, wbilo 

supporting each other. Tho doatroyera nono&l.l,y n ro diapoaed aa cco 

crouP or "'!uedroo by d1Y1eiona. ~•ina and batUo PLUS .,.... pro­

aulgllted in wbicb TASIC CROOPS ware .indicated and prooeduro aet forth 

under the n.riOWI conditiono that Could bo 'rl.IJIIAl.i&ecl . ~ 

apociol cruioer and deotr07ar DOCTRIII~ woro prooou.lpted. Tho -

6-.inch cruiaero ah01111 .1n thit ttauro u 1n tbe b&tU. l.1.D. • •• pr<>­

bebl.;r eeting ae an indopeod .. t VOUP u at T$f18HIM• .1n 1904. T11017 ap­

pee.red, bowrror, to trail tho 8-.inob cruiaoro u ebO'II>. 

__;;__ __ - '· 
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P1&un 2 iDdicatea el.oaiq the n.ap bT tba Dutch A4ain.l. 

llY1.cl..tq tba '-'"T crubuo a1aDa could range at tba b<tgjnnlng of 

tba acrti011. Doo1_, who iD bb l.a&diD.g tlagabip wao probabl7 a 

tara-t, c011aluded to get ri tbiD ru>go of bio om ~iDch gun. and iD 

c!oiDg eo ho led our 8-i.Dch eruieuo iDto bio own aborter rllllge. FiN 

c!iat.r1but1Clll probl-t.ical. Doubt.t'ul 1! ~ proscribed. 

l'ill!!l! 3 iDc!icateo the two Ml""'' bony cruboro t.oldng pllll.ioh-

a .. t. Both aro reported now iD .t'l.a .. o. Tba ..,_. deot.royoro ad-

n.ncod to attack probabl;r to ease preeeure on their hea"Y cruiaer o 

by drhi.Dg tho all.ied otr1.1ti.Di !oreo out to greater range. .TUPITER 

and ELEC'I'IU adYanco tro.. t b.e cruiser nn to repel this a t tack and 

~· promptl y oUIIk b)- eoocentrated gunfire . 

Figure 4. Tbe two ""BillY b.ea"Y cruis ers probably out of a ct.ion 

but not b<tfore c!ioabl iDg t he EXETD!. llaxi.aua r=ge i s now about 

1 5 , 000 :yards. En_. si>:- iDcb splasbes, fifteen 1n one pettern , 

c a.e near our obipa . The !:XETtR sheers to port out of the batt le 

Uno. Tba DE REUTFR {Doorman) B'rlngo left d gno ll lng •!ibat 1o the 

utter rl th :rou• , following m.ot ioo of £XETER for reaooo \D1c!iselos ed , 

ae do tho three roer cruis ers BOUS'roN, PERTll, J AVA, probebl:r follow-

1ng motion of leader. Thie caneuver n a not order·ed . The cruiser 

acti on i s Yirtually br oken off . 

Figure 5 . The disabled EXETDI screened by EIICOUNTFR and 

~OflTDjA.E:R. The latter is sunk by anei\Y destroyer gunfire . En_. 

torpedoes s een 1.D the water. The HOUSTON end PERTH joiD and are 

ocreened by EVERTS!!~ . The DE REUTD\ end JAVA fom another group 

without deo tr()1er screen . Oesc!i., 58 attaalcs by order 01 Doonw~ by 

t elephone t o cover his r e tirecent . Ono encey light cru1Ger out of 
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aot.ian. 

Figure 6. Ois peraal or t ho str11dng force 1n groupo wbicb 
h&•o lost touch with ..,cb other. DoormM 1n OJ' REUTDl witb JAVA 
beads II.B., probt.b]J to ooek t he cm.,oy; 1s h- ded o t f oy the 
oneJIIY ll.gbt cnliaero . DooM~~M later heeded south th., wu1. ( not 
abown) and probob:J¥ ,.,., into tbe Dutch mine f ield otr North Coast 
of JAVA. 

10:30 p.a. 

Botb DE RlUT!R and JAVA war e observed to blow up a bout 
Tboo UETIR with !liCOO!fTfll ret.ir,e a t slow a petd toward 

PRIOit. DesdiT S8 attooka and OTontually retireo toward SU!\AilAYA. 
PRIOl bad be"" daa1D1"t..l eo tho rtllldert'ous aftor a ction. Tho POPE 
awid&tly did not join 1n the ba.tUa bu1. returned to SURABAX A. 
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Such waa in all probabillt," the general procedure durinc 

the action 1n the JAVA SF~ on the mooollght ni&ht of february 27, 

1942. We los t three destroyers. The EXETER was disabled . No 

other CA811&lt," of ~ consequence ~~• recei~ed ~ any other ohip 

during the a ctual eagag-t. The ouboequent l o88 l " t.t-r tbnt ni.;ht 

of the DE REUTER and JAVA 1o unexp41ned. The HOUSTON, Pl:li\TH &rad 

EVERTSmi reached PRIO! s o.fely the followine morning. The EXETER 

with !a~ COUNTER and DeLdi v 58 and POPE reached SURABAY A rl t hout fur­

ther incident . It appears that t he eneJV suffered more than the 

etrl..ldnc: force during the actual angagament . Two heuvy crui•ere 

were heavily bit, on fire out of actioa, one mAy have sunk . At 

leaet one enBJIIY light cruise"<' """ oboe"ed badly hit and on fire. 

SeYeral en~ deetroyers • ere observed to have been roughly handled; 

s010e -:r ban been loot. 

In BANDODIG I waa in tel ephone coaaWlication both w1 tb C..ptain 

A. B. Rooke, HOUSTON, and rltb Co::aander T. 9 . Binford , Desdiv 58, 

the afternoon of the 28th. The pressing questioo naturally arose 

o.Dd .,.. diacuaoed a t length with Helfrich and Palliser aa to what 

IIOW .,.. the baet course of actioc; what order s to give t o the allied 

ebipe aa a whole and wba t order t o our 1nd1 vidUAl ships in accordance 

with deeieion aa a ""ole . The end appeared near to both Palliser and 

1111aelf. 117 own vi.,. in tbh r egard I reported to l1flf Commandu in 

Chief. The tu.l eituatioc alone precluded further opentiono baeed 

on JAVA. I wao directed bT rq C.-..nder in Chie f to r etire oo 

.lOSTRALIA when ne c .. ouy to l ean JAVA u a bo.ao . If tho .,4 appeared 
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to Raltricb, it ns not made kn.o>m to uo . lie detercdned t o continuo 

reoietr.nce with AllJ't~ll he could collect into K fighting force . A 

s~~all Dutch cruiser, the HEEliSKERCA (silll.illlr to TllOMP) , • n• • oon due 

from CEYLOII. Thie ship he proposed to incorporat e into the new 

s t rildng force he v18Ualite<l. The HOUSTO!I , EXETER, PERTH , togethe r 

with seven a.l.l.1ed destroyers we"I·e in lL prectLrioua situ&.tion on tha 

llorth Coast ot JAVA with both flanks seriously threntftned. The re 

wno practicall;y no !\lel reJD!dning PRICK; fuelin;; a t SU!!ABAYA na 

an exceedingly dangerous tmd difficult undertsJdng . The ships 

MUST get any f r om the North Coast - out of t he JAVA SEA, into 

the IND.LAN OCEAN. This ns ell too evident . The question ai"ply 

n s - where in the INDlAII OCEAN to s end them . 

U..ltri c h deci a ed oo TIJLATJAP. There he • ou.ld take inventory 

of whet was lett to him in righting condition nnd r eorgnnize a s trik­

ing force accordin~;ly. By secret telephone then on t he after noon of 

the 28th I directed Coptain Rooko of the RCUSTI1~ a t PRICK to proceed 

witt. PERT!! aDd EVERTSEN when read:y to TIJLATJAP via SOFliDA a t night, 

o.nd told him these ins t ructions would be confirmed to ell ships by 

diapatch . It was the lest cO<>vers6tion I hsd with him. He r elliO.Tkod 

thst TIJLATJAP did not Appear t o h1Ju • very desir(lble deetinetion . 

Re eeid thst be hAd enough "'el with the JOO tono taken an at PIIICK 

to r ench AUSTRALIA. He ri!JIIIl.Tlc&d t het his ship ' s company .. es in fine 

s pirits after their succeaa 1n action nnd especially so , beinC luc~ 

-b to be hit twice by eight-inch shell• without CASUI\1 ty or drunn~;e . 

He r~ked that he thought he hod eeen quite • tow ftubmnrineo while 

engaged and thouaht perhaps they bad t.e.l<en an ••ctive port in tho 
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bat t.lo. lie fUrther ..-rUeS tbe.t - t.orpod.o nkoa . .... obMr .... d 

rroa hie ahlp. lie aaJ.d tbe.t the PERTR a s .... ~god md bed tt.rod 

a ll ber torpodoea , also tbet the. I':VERTS!21 bod ani•od PR!Oit. Both 

t ho lat ter ohips wore taking on aoat or whst little fUel roaainod 

in tbo t Port a!' tor fUalln' the llOUSTOII - )()() t.ono botweon thu at 

•oat . The PRIOIC force loao EVD!TSEN got Oft¥ at duel< that llil:bt. 

Tbo Captain o! tba PERTH, the aenJ.or officer, reported t.hat ho 

•could not persUAde tho c.-..ncUng orticer EVERTSEN to acCOIIJ>&ey' 

hia. • The reason tor failure or tba ~tch deatr<!)'er to escort tbe 

ct~.iltera boo nenr bee explained. Th1A deat.r<!)'er did, bo ..... r , put 

to eo& under separate ordora about 10:00 p.a . (loe>U. U.o) . About 

lllid.'\isht ohe reported a • oea b<1tt.le 1n progreso otr ST. NICOLAS POniT. • 

Tho foUorlne diapotch wno then oont by CZII to the HOUSTON, PERTH and 

EVERTS!li: 

•It' UT¥ or addreooeoo &ro engaged with 81101'1)', othara 

reader aaei etanee ae possible. ~ 

It hao boon dot<orninod oinco t hst t ho EVI:liTSEll wso "beached 

while ainldne in STRAITS of SOJltiDA. • NothinC hao ev er boon heard 

ot the reported bat Uo otr ST. ~ICOLAS . It 1a po6s1ble thot tho 

HOU:.TOII IU1d P!J\TB, l'roa ·- notb1.n& hila been neard since depo.rture 

PRIOit were involve<! . 

Ln two telephonic conv.roations with Commander Binford , 

Comd oedh S8 a t SURABIJA OD tho Afternoon of the 28th, be waa firot 

direct.eJ to r...,un SURJJIA!A unt.ll def1nl.Le 1natrucUona later were 

~;iven ht.. no to procedure but he wos to 1'\Jel md &!lito all prepnro­

tionu (or departure thot evonisl.: . Lnt•r ho ~~~• directed to inakuet 
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tbe POPE with all her torpedoea ca ~ to report to EXETER. 11o 

waa to proeeocl ot hi• d.1o¢r.Uca orith Deed.1• S8 (rour ohips) rla 

IIADOERI. ODd BALI to !XliODtll OOLY to plck up the torpedoes re~~&inina 

in ohipe \11\d.er onrb&ul or not att&chocl to tb& rtrild.DII roreo . Tbeae 

1natructican nre confirud by d.1apn to h. It wns llt this U..o tb&t 

Coo.ander Btnrord told ae t lut he hlld retirocl oo SUKAIIAYA rather then 

PRIOK the prescribed rondon-ous, u he Jud&ocl 1t. i.llpr,.ctic"ble to 

r Qach the lll ttor place through w~tltJ•s he consider ed occupied in force 

1>7 the enMPi)'. He r eported that there ..,,., no cesua.ltioe to M:r of 

hie ahipo and thot practlclll.ly all torpedoeo bad been expended except 

b:r POPE . llo tnrormed 11e he t noucht the DE REUTI'l\ and lAVA bad bun 

blom up, probably b;r OGt!tQ' torpedo f ire. Vice .4(b.1ral Helfrich 

authorized Deedi'f 58 to proce ed to AUSTRALIA t or re&rlll.l.ne as they 

were of no woo to hill at this otago orithout torpedoes . 

Rear Adairal P.UUser, R.ll. , ao Chief or Staff gave the EXET!R 

he r soiling orders for TI JLATJAP in occordanco with Admiral Helfrich ' s 

..tirections t hat all ohipo snould auemble there . The EXETER "aa to 

be escorted by f:IOOUNT"JI and POPE . Her -n..UII .peed wao 16 mote. 

Some llinor repairs Wid been accomplbhed in her while enroute to &nd 

• t SIIRABAYA f\leling. She would be read;r to anll t.lv. t ni&bt. Tlwl 

queotion orono es to her routine - Woot - nbout throUijh SOUIDA or to 

the Eut t..'u-oucb the BarriP.r v1ll 1.he Strait tWit appenred the aafeat . 

PalUser Judgocl it beat to oend her !.est, aldrting the ::Outh CoAat 

or l)ornoo , then through SOI:liDA. I judged it beat ''"'' oo reco"'-"cndod 

to hia at bio request t..., t he send h•r East throu;:h LOCBOI . Sho • •• 

a ont West . So tar u 1 laoo• she hz.a not a !nee been he•rd or . /loth­

ins• hoa be<•n h~ur<! frOG the POPC . 
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Deodiv 58 got any frOJa SURABAJA that 8Aile night (28th) 

via tbe Eaet.ern Mt.r&nce, then v1a BALI STRAIT where an «neoo" 

deatroyer d1Yldcn na eneount.erod. Tbo d1noioo d1d not ott.Aelt 

beina short of fuel, ,._UDitloa, and wtth no torj*loeo but puoh&d 

on t\t biih opeod for destlnlltlon, bnlabi.ng the """"V deet royere 

aside . A few shots were harmlooely o1ohonged . The Oin oion reach­

ed l"!!EDD./JITIJ'! wtthout further 1nc1dont. 

Tbe u. :;.s . S-.38 the night of the 28th r•ported benne pleltod 

up 58 aurYl•ore fro. H.w.s. EI.ECT:IA 1n the bettie .rea, tlYe of 

• hooD wore eerio11aly 1n,Jurod - ooe ~~· She • • directed to ~ 

coed to the Yicinlty o! the light -.eaool a t the Weot entrance SURABAIA 

and th<oro trtu1efor the surnvoro to the Dutch hospital ohlp, tb«1 re­

turn to stotloo. 

The u. ~.s. S-)7 oleo the Dicht of tho 28th reported 60 eurn-.oro 

of th<o DE R£D"''!:R 1n a cra...dod open boat no..- and enrouta SURABAIA. 

Sbe took cn board two o.s. hluejacl<ota froa - theae ourw1.-.oro. 

Tbeoe lieD bad been attached ao aignalaen 1n tba U. S. llaiaoa s:roup 

1n DE !IEUT:!:R. The S-37 oollld not acc-.o<lata tba otba.r .urn-.oro. 

She ga-.e the• flYo ~· ratione. 

ftoe S-.)9 n o d1apatcbed t he 28th to CII£8U ISI.UID of t he TOmlOE 

Group, ncini ty IIAIIU where a p..-1<7 of for1;r Br1 tleb .. re reported 

f roa SIIIGAPOR!, 1nclud.1n& P.ear Ada1ra.l Spooner, R.I., and on Ur 

Vice llarehal wltoae nue no not d1ocloood. Tbe 5-.)9 la.oclod a 

p..-1i7 co the Island tbe Dl&ht of the 28th . lfo one •• found . Tbe 

plaoo eYid«1tly bad been rec«1tly heanly eballod. 
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12. DiaaoluUon ot the !lii...S llaYI\l 'imnod. 

Rear Adldral Palliser and I epent cooat ot the o.i.gbt of 

February 28th - IIAreh lot cUecuaainc the precarious aHuahon or 
JAVA ao a whole and of our surface shipa in particular which con­

t inued to base on JAVA porto . About aidnight a r eport r eached ua 

t hat a U. S . A:r'"l{ boaber, JAVA to AUSTRALIA, ha4 ccotact.ed that 
eTening a otrcog ene~ force in t wo groupo about 150 ~ilea eouth 
and east of TIJLATJ AF heeding oort.hweat . The too groupe wore re­

ported n thin a few ..Uea of each other. ()>e group reportedly """ 
c001posod or at leut tlro transports escorted bT Ught forces; the 
other group a pparently wao a covering force composed of t wo battle­
shipa or battle cruioera accordina to the report, with cruisora and 
destroyers in cocpan,y. 

H waa expected, incident to the boabing of the LANGLEY ADd 

PECOS, th.ttt TIJ'LATJAP would get her first taste of relll boobine 
the followi.~g 110ro.ing - llllrcb 1st. The port bll4 Alreacly been ordered 
cl .. ..red by Admiral llelfri ch of a IOftss of shipping 1n rlew of thia 

expectation. It na knowc that ona"')' ouboa=inoa were eotlve off 
t ho port. Our a~ble destroyers, gunboats and a1neaweepora did 

all they could not onl)- au1st1nU the Dutch por1. authoriti es in 

etfectine "" orderly rltbdr .. al ot ehipa , but in protecting tM• 
once eleor or tbe entrance . Tho s.s. Cl TY OF I!ANCIIEST£1< W88 torpodood 
and aUDit aooo attar leo.nns. The u.s .s . IIHIPPOR'IIILL rescued her aur­
rlvora a.a.d r etttmed them to port with reiDILrknbl.y 111011.11 loos . 

D>eov land baaed planes rroa I!ALI were 100at acthe 1n Ea a tern 

JAVA . FrO<t PAUmlA!IO undoubt.edJ.¥, they bad been eqUA.l.l,y actho 

1 
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a..,W.st BATAVIA, PIUOK OLGd Bk~DO!liC . 1'\lrthe,.,.ore an ene'O' c~~rrier 

wne known t o bo operatiniJ oouth of JAVA. Tho attack on the PECOS 

N.d de•eloped th.la fact, an.J now u •ent1on~ above an W'lll&lllll.lJ' 

Dt.roo,; enel:l)' force n o r eported aouth of J~VA o.nd hudin& for t he 

CO!IIt . TIJl.ATJAP appec.red U> us to be ao oeriously throAtenod that 

H 110 longer could be regarded "' a suitable base f or our surface 

rorceo . To uo it """ doCi.Uta}J the end of JAVA as a base for 

operatioa again st tho strength t.be l'l\t l:l)' brought U> bear . 

Adair&l Palliser and JIY&elf decided t o bril'lg our rlewa on 

thia oubject to stteotion 01' Admird Helfric h who , it will be re­

called hed directed all aurtace ah.lpa, inclwiillll h.ls own, U> 

TIJLATJAP, with our r ecoa,.ndation to h1Jn t hnt no port in JAVA 

t hencetorth be used ae a base for 8urfac@ f orces . 

Thus , on the 1110rnil'lg of ltarch let, 191.2, at 9 :00 o ' clock, 

Adairal Pallioer aa Chief of Stat( for roa aona set forth above, 

&drl•ed Vice Adlair&l Helfrich in 00' presence U> etmcel his order 

directing surfl\ce ahipa to coocentnte TLrLATJIJ' OLGd to order thflCI 

either t o INDIA or AUSTRALIA. The conver84t ion thnt ensued was 

oubat&ntiallT ao followo: 

HEIJRICH• I auat decline U> occept your recOIIIOit!ndation . 

l IIWit contin\141 realatance &a long ae I han ahipe that """ fight. 

I mn alr&&47 ordered a greater ooncentr&Uon of aubM.rinea apin8t 

the ene..,. in the JAVA SEA. Tbe &neov will ""'""" another otte!llj)t U> 

land toni ght near JIDGAHG . He Mlf succeed tonl&ht but I ahall attack 

t~ next ...... or tranoporto. 
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PI.LLISf'R: Then I mu•t IMIY to you as the p<'nior Britbh !!a'nll. 

Ofrleer 1n thlo or•A, thAt ey inat ructiono tr001 the Ada1rolty o.re 

to <ithdr~w H.U. ship~ frca J AVA wheo roaletance Yi1l aeroe no !Ur­

tl.er useful purpos~ . TMt Uae, in rq Jud~~nt, b&s c-•· Tbere­

r.,re, I feel it CIY duty t o or<ln A. !!. ehlpa to INDIA at once and 

t hin I propooe t o do . 

HEUlUCH: Tou realize that you are under rq orders? 

PI.LLISI':R : I do or course . a>t 1n thlo <rit.al aatter I c:annot 

do other than CIY duty ao I oee it. 

!lFl.fRlCil: You lmow tb&L I lent to the British when IIALAI.I. 

was t.hreatened, all of CIY flthting f1eet - rq c ruieera, rq dutJ'orers, 

Ifill su!ro=inec, rq aJ.r - all or it ..... placed at your diopoaal tor 

operat ion as you """ fit . In doing so we autfer·ed grave loaoea. 

¥hem ore, you did aot hold lli<I.AIA. SINGAPORE now 1a in the 

hMds of the enerq. You failed . I t.h1n.lt the wisest couree oow i s 

to let ,.., continue to b&ndle this cituation and san JAVA. 

PALLISCl: I cnnnot ILltor CIY decision. 

li!:Lf"RICH: 11111 you delay one hour until I oee the Co•emor 

General n:>o Wo,.. 1\U •hat y ou intend to do? 

PALLI SER: I cMno t delo,r longer. P:,.ery •inute couoto oow. 

RELFIUCH: And you, Adlll1ral Olauford, what do you intend to do? 

GLASSFORD: ~ 1ne1.ruct1ooe are to report to you tor dut;y. 1Jr1f 

or<ler you 1:1.,. ce will be ob<l)"ed "t once . I wi.ah to r.o,r to you, bow­

over, t b&.t I concur without reaerT&tion 1n the ad<riee ginn you b7 

your Chlof or Staff. I ""' to retire on AUSTRALIA b7 order ot '0' 

COOIIIAI\der in Chlaf it neeeaaary to &b&rldcc JAVA, but. t bat 1a for you 

to decide. 
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I!EL1!UCB: Very .. u then, Ada1ral P&l.lleer, you M:1 ghe 

ll1l;f orders you rloh to 8.11. ah1pa . Ada1ral Glaaatord, 10u w1ll 

~ ywr ehipa to AUS'I'IIALIA. 

About. an hwr later after Adal.ra.l Holtrich had cooiNl ted w1 th 

the GoTen>or General, t-he tonoer &drloed ue that the Allied lianl 

C'*-lld 1n the N. E.I . no d.1aso1Yed by his """ order t.hua COOT"1ed 

t.o ua nrbalJ.7. In the aeanU.. I ba<l t.akeo at.epa ordering all 

U. S . surface ahipe or _, camcond then 1n JAVA waters or Yicinity , 

to proceed to EXIIOIJTR CULF, ADSTRJ.Lli . The cra.tt coocen>ed were 

apee1I1cal.l,y: 

HOUSTON 

POPE 

EDSALL 

PIU.SBURI 

1111IPPU: 

PAAAOTT 

TULSA 

WIUPPOKI'II LL 

LI.NAJV.I 

ISt.BI:L 

- enrout.e PRICK - TIJLATJ AP 

• SIJRABAIA - TIJLATJAP 

- based TIJLATJAP 

• • 

• • 
• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 
• • 

• • 
• • 

PH0!21Il - anrou~o J AVA to join atr l ld.ng force af ter beinC 

relined for t.h.l• purpooe by ll . li . S . ~TERPRISE 

as s scort I" or convoy 11-5, ( t11FFMAIITLE - BO!WAY) 
Mtrout.e J HA fron CrnoN to which pace ahe 

h.' d &CCOOIDMied the llAIIBLEIIEIJ) . , 
v , .. L rJ • 

.. 
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All n .. ela •v• to proceed '1>7 pr.,.cribed rouUnc clur of 

•- f'orcoa t.hroucb a o- .....Se nows 1n tat. 15° s., ~. WE. 
IdcUcal ordera "r• ciYm to H.M. and Auetrali&.D abipe '1>7 

R..r Ad..l.ra.l Pallloar to proceed to r:xi!QUTH O!JW' (not to INDIA) t brouab 

the abo-re c..-on reodenoua. Vaoeela were not to rM&in a t tbe abo-re 

renden oua. Tbe7 were to paa a tbroUjlb tbe r41Ddeno\la tbet there t....,. 

aigbt pick up naaelo wi th which to proceed 1n compan,y f'or autll&l 

protee~iOD or eecort. 

I t baa bem amUCIIIed prerlOilal.T that ootbing baa be"" heard 

froa the HOUSTON and POPE. Of the veasola cUapatched fro• Tl.TLATJAP 

included 1n aboYe list, the EDSA.LL, PILLSBORI and ASHEVIIJJ: are 

abo unheard l'roa and it 1s Cear.cl ther too are lost. 

Of the Br1t1ob abips 1n .TAVA wa~ero ordered by Palliser to 

TLTLATJAP (ollllbe_r and naaoa llDkllom to •e) aro &lao to be counted 

• • loot. 

About .LO:JO a .!ll., l ll&rcb, Ada1ro.l Helfrich soot for •• ond 

prhatel.T upreeeed to ae the gratitude Celt '1>7 the Go-.eroor C.oeral 

and hiaoelf for the leyal support of the U. S . Navy under ~ comcand 

in the defense of JAVA. He aald to ae that I waa at liberty to 

loaYe J AVA and int.aated that if I cUd lean tbe leland I bad better 

do so at once U I wished to a•t away ahead of IWft. 

I directed Renr AdJIJ.rlll Purnell now 1n HOL.t.ANO to t.o.ke charge 

of operotiooa - t..'te laot cUapatch aent froa IWIDO!l!G. Now by 

11:00 " ·"· I • as enroute with lOY starr and haotily • ••ombled Mter-

11\l, to rt.11.ATJAP by autoaoblle . 'lie arrived without l'urthcr lnci­

dant 1n the late ennin£. 
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Air r1tconnaiooonce baaed at. SIJRABAYA had ceo•ed . '!'he t wo cvu.il-

a ble PBY' 6 thoro .-ere order~ to TIJLATJAP. Avu.ilvble plane a fr0111 

BllOOIIE 'b<loed on CHILDS wer e likewise directed t o 68Sea~ble ~IJLA1'JJ.P . 

~- tot• l of !our plo.nen (PBY type) orrlved during t he att .. rnoon of 

Nnrch l~t . Three of theac ..-ere used to ferry our ree~D.illill& pcr soo-

nel to AU:STRAL:U.. One had to be abandoned by renson of en811le fai l ure. 

One l.&.rge ouboMrille .,.. alM order~!<! to enter TI J LATJAP to assist in 

romoving our people. 

On o:oy arri vnl TIJt.ATJJ.P, Reor Admirol Palliser who lvid erriv•d 

betore ae got in touch with me at once and together we ~de arranee-

cents for e.ll rOl!lllinins U. S . •nd British shiro•, merchant 6lld novel, 

to dept;rt. Arnone theoe were severnJ. Dutch ahipa under Britleb charter 

o.· control wi.tb U.S. citiz~• i.ncluUing consul ar ataffa on boerd. 

l't>nti.notioos were r>reseribed end routings &rrllDged. Focort as prneti-

cable we.a provided by U. S . gunboet,o and British Corvettes still 1n 

port. Our r~ini.ng navol personnel were assi gned by list to the 

submo.ri.ne and to the ..-aiting planes . 

I left TIJLATJAP , taking Admirol Palli~er with me in ooe of 

tho PBY'o about lllidnight and arrived !!XMOU'IH CUIJ', AUSTRALIA 

ear:cy the l'ollorling morning, tbe :Ind. Adlniral Purnell bad elrea<ly 

depexted !rOOt !:DIOU'lll CULl' in the RlLL.Uro for l'I\ED!AIITLF.. Tho BLACK 

HAT/It wae prepori.ng to lea..., also b7 his direction as the plAce -• 

found to be altocether unsuitable oe an adnnced baoe !or the over­

haul of &u~rinee OJld doetroyere "" occotmt of hiBh windo 11Dd hee..,­

eel\0 at that aeuoo of the 7UX. Tbt tender CHILDS recohed ua in 

tba uncborted lower bay where oome lee wao obtained tor the landing 

1 
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of the PBY 1 •. I u.do a t..lrried ~.,. ot tho l011er cult 1A CKI'Lil6 

Md r eached tho concluaim abo t.ha t • • could not. ..-in there 

o!roctiToly. Accordinely tho orders t.o BLACK I!Aa'lt were cmt'inoed t.o 
rrocee4 l'RfE1WCTU: aod .., ouboequontq clope.rted b)' air tor the -

pl~:.co crr1 vin(i the mominc: of )rd llarch. 

The tanlr.er GFO. 0. lllliRI which hod prerlouol)- betm ordered tr.. 
I"REF1o!AN'l'LE t.o EXY.~U'J'H GOLF, and on wbicb relbnce hod b .. n pl8ned t.o 
tuel the many oh1Jl'l ordered tboro , failed t.o M.ke her appeeranco. 

It was oocertdned l ater oho hod not departed PRE1'11ANTLE eo her 

ordera T1.. tbo Auotraliono did not cot through t.o bor 1n t.iae. 

Arcordinely, all allied ohipo concerned wore now n.rned by ..., that 

no ohip ohould count em tualiAc e.t ED.'Otml GULF. [netrinc that. un:r 
vet:Jaele were short of tu.el ., the ait-uati~ wna not too pleaN.Dt . Bow­

ever, ell obipjl exc ept. th<wle l""t b)' onooo- e ct.1011 enntual.l7 - d• 
FIU:DWITI.F. 

l ) . !EST AUSTRALIA 

On ""'1''al FRD'li..AiiTLE t.be aoming or 3 llarch I got 1A 

touch w1 tb tbe local author! t.iee end soon fOUDd tbo deftmoea of the 

port entirely U.adoqUA te !or wr:r !orcoa •• a buo. I t n o t hought 

poosible, but harcll7 proheblo that tbo ..,ewr:r would contin ue drirlllg 

hio wedee aouthnrd gcere.ll7 alone tbe coaot of 1\'!ST AUSTIUI.U t.o 
render oope.ration c011plote aa between o\lr allloo 1n DIDIA and ow­
ael Tee 1A AUl'TRALU.. Should tho enewr:r learn o! the conc..,trat.im 

of allied nne.l forcoo 1n Soutlrout AUS'l'RALU be Bight COI>ce1nbl)­

d.1rect. an air raic! oa profitable o&ainot ouch a ccncentrotion. The 

otro, teg1c iaport.Nico of holc!inC tho FREDWitLE - AL8IJil area no 

1 
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obrloue. It. a preared that WhO<!vor h~ld Southwoot. AUSTRALH con­
trolled the lint o!' c..-.mieatioo AUS'mAU.!. - I!IDH. 

Our r~qu1romento ne th"f o.pp<>ere<l to ae • •••• ""de known nt 
aoce by aocret to1erhone to the •Auotra.Uar. C.-onwealth N11val 

Board• end to Cenerol Brett of the u.s. Ant:f l..ir For et at ltelboun>e. 
The reoult. .,., . thftt. 1n • • ery f'u doyo ~• were 1-rovided A. A. rrotee­
tioo by the 19?th Re£1a0llt. u .~. Cooet. ArtJllery end &1r protoctJ.on 
by • U.S. equadron of P-40 fi,btoro and a U. S . aqumlron of B-17 
boc.be::ra. Ll the teantJ.ze, howner, f'or purposee or p-e.atet- security , 
ohipo u they arrind were dioperaed 1n the JI'REJlWll'LF. - ALB.IJIY coastal 
area. 

I eatobllahed ay own force headquarters 1D PERTH, eneo Dileo 
!'roe FIU:1liA!iTLF oo t he STiAl'f RIVER Md o t the o!UIIe tJ.Jao oet up oor 
om llltnl Port Office at fl\EfXAHTLE a t the 110uth of' the River. Tbl.a 
Port Office n o OOOD oboorbod by the eo-..nder of the Force Baee 
Force, Captain Grosskopf , O.~.N . , who found hi£eelf' confronted by 

the difficult problea of accao&odat1Dg an e-.er 1Dcreae1nt vol~e of 
auppllea, prOYis iot> a and IOilteri al for t he tleet fro:o the U .S. J • • , 

aa orell u -t nuabore of casual l'leot pera01>11el arrirtng from the 
N. E. I . orea. 

A net UOOtllt of ab1pp1Dg DOW bepo to UOO FliEDIAIITLE ao a 

port of call, for tuol, f or or<lero and for d1aubark1ns troope, 
r o!'ugeea ODd auni•oro Dot COlly !rca JAVA and SDIGJ.PORE, but aleo 
fr<ra AFRICA ODd the 111cldle £aet. Tboae u re atrenuoua tt.ee ODd 

our ahipe were busily •ployod oo 11cort duty rltb 1ncoa1D& ccav<>T• 
a11d CCOI'YQTS n aade up at PlUDWITL£. 'nlouMl>de o! people bo.d to 
be aceoaoaocl&tod, 1nclud1Dg our """ aurrlvoro end wouodod. ill tb1a 
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tiM ..,1100)' outaarinee wor-e acUTe ott tho cout. 

_, oepecW oolt-l.apooe4 tuk ill li!ST AUSTRALIA 11010 wao tbat 

of otfocting real collabon.t1Clll behotm tho c.._•ndora CCDcen>e4 ill 

tho do!enae of tbe coaetal frontier ctmtere4 at PREniANTLl. '!'botH 

1. A llajor C.Oon.l ill c_,d ot tbe Awotrollan 

Ant:1 rcm:ee, which illcluded tho u.s. 197tb A.l .• rep.mt 

Uro<> UTho.l, tbe lA ttor for the dot ... eo ot t!>e nn 

"Nanl &"e I'REDWiTL!" . 'nlia gtmor&l had three tboui&D4 

offect1•o troops at b1a d1opooa1 ocatt.ered between GERALDTOW 

and AL!IAIIY 1n """'11 garr1aono. Haadquartor-o PER'I'R. 

2 . An fUr Commodore 1n co""""'d of the ••.ry llA1 ted 

independent Australian oir force un1 ta 1n the area. Tbo 

U.s. P-40'• and 8-17 1 o wben tber arrived wne plaeed UDder 

hio c.-and. Headquartore PER'I'R. 

) . An AuotraliOU> li•val eo-odore reeentl7 arrhod t..-

HeadQunrtera !lU:fl'.ANTLF. 

4. A U. !' . Nonl t'lag OJ'fic~r (-.reel!) i .n e ocmand o! 

u.s . N8vPl forces, s.~ . PAcific. Keadqu~rt.re Pf~. 

Thu necesPily for the utco1 t clo~e coo~erA tion and eollabor•-

t.iun be 1.wecn us wc..tt vigorouDJ,y ot.rf'l lr.f'd . The gratifyicg rfl'eult we.11 

u \. ~ 11 eonet>rnf'd r ov.CS th~1r he&dc:ui\Tt..t't 6 froo f'JU'iliANTLF Ot" r:roa 

I , 
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their .,.. oot&bllo'-ta 1A PER1'B to tbo - bv.ll.U.., which n 
bad oceup1..S. The.,. wo Ht vp a c- ca.bat lDtalli...,co c-tazo 
and C.- 0par&tiA& Roo. f or tho lopd . air ape! IM fQJ'CIP• Our 
reapec t.1Ye orticoo were pract.ic&l.l)' ac!Joinina. CoDIIIlltat ion aDd 
cc:mtormcoa 111r1 reodored caavci•t· Dvt;J ofticero aDd peraODDol 
fr001 &1.1 aarrtcoa were caootantly on watch . The c....Ucation Ht-up 
and arn.nauenta 1n g.neral wore i daal . Zapaci&ll,y br ooceoei v , wu 
the tir.htar air coo:ae.nd eatabliahad on an afficieot b&o1a. lDtc..-­
tion of opproacb of plane• , on~ or friendly, waa roooivod vary 
rapl.Cly tro" the Radu or other aoattar..S obaornro. Ordoro to 
the fightara covld ba 1oaued 1DatanUy. The rocc:DD&J.uanco ape! 

boml>flr air CODllllNid """ aervod equaU)' wel l by cvr c...,VDJ.ootiao aot­
up. lD,obore an<1 offabore (600 ..Uea} air z-ecODila1oMtlce wao cao­
tl.nuouo 1n Wt.yll£ht . 

All • 111 lacked .. , a un i fied cpend - BOM oae COIID&Jlder autho­
ri:ced to doci<ie 1n ennt of dJ.tte:mcea between the 1nd1rtdvala <4 
tbJ.a group of c~dero e.ch actin& entirely 1Ddependeotly 1D 
defenae or • vital coeotal frontier. 

Ll.ter , url)' 1n April whm I rtaited auprece Madquartere 
lo!ELilOURNE, I was given to und•rat..nd toot whm cood1t.1ono permitted 
and required e cuprege corot;U~der for tbe f.est Au.atralia cOGatal 
froo t.in • oulc! bo appointed. I waa t.dYiiOd .f\&rthenooro tbe t It the 
tlme the aupr.-me OOOIIIW1d er 1n Au•trali• • •• not yet clothed with 
the aeceouJ"'y authority. A ahort tiae 'before , b.oweyer, d\,(e to e:neay 
action 1 t hold been found neceaury by the Auatralion Govert\l:ent to 
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coordinate all defense ~ctivit.i .. l11 !lnl"tl. IUITMLJ/ by lt·~l')" l­

ing an J.U~TIU.LJAII I!Upr""'e cocr.an~er of ltv.t frcnti<r ' hh haJ­

c;u.ar-tera DARJ:n . The U. S . forc:ea ln tl'4t.l :..rf'a .,rre diret:•tsCf t o 

r~port for du ty to the newly awo1nltd Frtnti•r Coc=nd•r. 

1.4. IM.,...r!ru. 

Th., au-rin .. or the f ore~ all thrcubh t.hib """1"'11;n 

for the defcn•., of the N. E. J . wo:·e udo>ln1rtered s.nd opc rrl~d ••o~ l 

ably by tho S<tiU'dron C"""".nder, Ceptoill John l'ilk•~, U . • • ~: . Our 

eubaarinoe, in accordance with diri'Ct.ivu f'ro10 thf. l'.it;l Coc:m.o.ntl , 

1!'ere ecployed pria&rilJ' in t h" MrTOW and at t.iDes shsllo .. u tera 

of the II.E.I. area agairu;l. thf' adnnco of an invulin" fore•• T!.~ 

vital sea lftne~ of en~~ comcun1cnt1on were covered an a seeon~ 

consideration in tho eopl0710ent o f ttu.* type . OUr subc.,rinee i n­

flicted greet loa a and dnma&e to .,~~ ahippio£ both t r lilluport 

and cOIObetant under condi t.ion s of excePdingly o.rdous Me pro.cU­

call)< continuou.o operation . Crut credit ie due Cef4in tUkea 

&l>d to bia cO<B&Dd tor the splenc!J.d reouHa accacJ'lished a~;aillat 

t be 01101111 dotallo of wbicb ..ey be found in s eporate r etort. 

, • In coneluoion I wi•h tc expreu to the Co=andor 1n Chief ~ 

gratifi cetion o•or tho m.anner in wtu.ch it wos fotmd pondhlo durin11 

t heae loot tryins &l>d critical clqo of the CIU:Ipei£!1 for Dutch , the 

Br1 tioh and ow-eel na to colla bora ta in tbo operation of our dia­

posab1o torcu . ,.. desperate nAWre or .,..,. a1tuat1on lent ill 

~ experioneo '-<> an unprecedented opirit. or cooperaUon ..,d aJ.ngl e­

n .. a or purpo .. in resisting the adnnee or tbe enruoy. Unde>r theso 
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ccod.1 tJ.cae tbe fishtiDG epirit ana 110rale C)[' the perronnel of 

f1:1 force continued to be of the hijlheat or<!er . Ou,r deficio_nciu 

in .. wrial atr..,g1.b aa cooopared to the force br outb1. ~o bea.r ll7 
the 02>011\Y, were otfoet in a ll'r~;er measure then Ja perhAps reali•ed 
bf the et..odfaet spirit arA &orale of our officers M d oten who in 

eenera! IIIB.int.o.ined to the lAst the high•at tradition• of the U. s. 
l!uy. 

I I 

-

• 
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IISPORT O!: ·~YA, J AVA A !l AUSTRALIA - 1.:.\.ICH Z, ! 941 t o W.liCJI 10 , 19 42 

I ,..,, .. ; 

! . SCURCES 

Tho writar aorved •• Aaa1atant N•v&l ObaorY~r a t Sin~apore fr¢Q ~reb 2, l l 41 t o JL~Uary 14, 1 9~2; on the ltarf or tne Co~~d•r­ln- Chlor , Aol&tl o r'loet ( oh:.ultanoousl y ave.! Chlvf of St"tr , Supre""' Al l18d Cooma.nd) , 1n .r~va. 1'ro-n Janua ry 14 to Jo""ebr ' •"r y l7J And o•1 tho sta.t•r o f the Co~~&n..ler, .;iouth.7est f'acit•lc , 1'"1 J•wa ar.d /.uatral i a tram ?ebr \lar J 17 to ''arch 6 , 1'342 . Tt.o l""or..,..t. ion r()r t hia report waa tlltr.t red rro11 :n&r\)' ao•Jrc~:~s in connootion wi tn th? perro r •·.n.nco nr those du.t1os , but OHi ot•l y 1'ro:-~1 convor aat lon a.l\ci da ily uaaoeiatlon wi t h the fol lo·Nt~~ pwreonat 

1jnt.t-!Jd ;tate~ NAvd M J 11ilitar J Observer s at Stn.,..a.pore , United Ztates Conaular Offtcera, 
Vr. i t.od -..tatos "';.ovurr . .->Amt. \t,onta L lJ Officers pas s inc; throush , Local .._.val , Hi llte.ry a.nd Civi l Au thor \tiee , 
Pr oress1ona1 ,;rt tcr s &"1 <.1 Corr·ot ponden ta • 
t.:l v llia.na ot• all liorts, Athtlo, Sur ope t.n and A.r.erican. 

II • SCOP>. I'" -1::.1 Ofl'l' 

Ti.i s r O?Or t. is a tl igest o r exper i et1cee under t ho a.ea l:nc.lttta =-~ttoncd and t he t~vreaa ione drawn thererrc~. Any opinions axoreaaad a_re tho wr i t • r' s pers onal evo.lua.t1ont1 o r lnfor:r.,~,~.tton thua .;a t nod . 'i'no nou .. y IJbj.,c;ts Ji,c.aaaed prGclude tr'•at•""tent by c•t•torlea; the C6.tariU la a ccor Jli"'Q l:: 1o1ealt witn in a chronological order, covert~ 11. a;..aceesaio., :...alaya , Java a.n .! Auatralia as t ho writer aaw them. 

II I. !:ALAYA, Pit:X;AR 

Pr ,erarerir.esa . 

Irt t • no ral . ~laya waa not ready t o reaist lnva aior. ~en • t c,llTif. Tno J'ldtiah poli o:,· had bee:1 to p revent a h r - &!'ter r. '«t.r by ~· r ... ana , h::por tan t Ar.'IOn =- which ..... rsublioity . In order to d iacourt. e pot..11ntie.l att.&C: <ura, th&rofcre , lt ,..._, C0"1t istentl t ... tvon O 'Jt the.t !.alaya, c d in pa.rtic :..l&r ,.1n:a?or ,. , ,q,~ Yer.' a tr~n 1 rort1rtod and def ended. L•-ut any n•o~.a at.o r 1•• to t he cont.rar:,- A Ore str i ctl y 1 lpprea aed . -'• it, turnud out, t h i s coo.~r se w1u unfortunate: it cUd not. dece ive the J a.pa.naae, ~no ...., ,.. ol uarl y wel l·inforud as to S,:alayt. ' a act•.Jal atre n '" tha aod wea.~•••••; o at lt cilcl de ceiYO t he p·"'tlloa o r t r l.,n.UJ pofllora, wno too~ tow at•r • before war bro~e to add t o the deftm :sea, on th~ "'~tu ral su:>positoton that thvy .vure mo re ur untl j nttoded elsewhere • 

.' .. ,_ ..~ v ' /.) 
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Pr o!*r odno.. (Con t J ,) 

·:lhi l o nil l t ary offooti vea in 1Jalaya wore eat l ""-t dd by 
An-.er i ca.n o o•ervor a at a to" of fifty to edvont:.· thouaand . oe.lc"ir.g 
a lto·,.,·anco s for auxi liAry elemen t s and c.at~ua.ln , modern V.' tA poo • t o nr ro 
t hem. t or the t ype of warfa r e to b e oxpeet!td .,.oro i rtsu..ffieiont. Th! a 
WIU oap ec i o lly true» or long-ranttt M ti-e. i rcr.C' t g\lnl t o pr ot ect thO 
'\irfi o l da, fi tht~1r planea to oaoo rt or d r i ve of f b omb ing r a.id t, u.-tti 
sub 1::-Ar i neo a.nd bomber )( t o Dr t.Ja.< u attom;.t od land l n.,;s . Unti l the 
i nitial a ttack a uoh aur·plioa wore sti ll b oint l argely ab so rbed by 
Europe; wnen t hey woro finally cJi " e r t"ld to t h'! r.- r ·'•nt . t t w&a too 
l•t o. At leao t one convoy, for vx~plo , r~ached S in~apor~ onlj Just 
i n t il'llb to be ctLptu r a d wi t h tho ci t y . 

Oth~J r prope.ra.t i or' f'or war wo r~ h&mpor ed by • nu.r.U:un o r 
raotorc . The join t mill t:tt ry a..nd ci v t 1 ad-:.1:'11 stra ti on or c;over nn ... n t!ll 
!'unc t iona ns compl ex s,nd cumber sor,"at 1 with :Jupl icat ion of e!'fort 
«-nd divi sion of author ity be t•.-aen rnu ltl t le or~an s. Th i s oft on 
r e3.;} ~od i n !'r1 c t iona o.nd h:pnsses that i ;npederl pr ot,;r oaa , but s impl i· 
fica.t1 on 'Naa ob r:tr ucted b y jetll ousi e t c.nd t he '""" ight o f ~rittsh 
OU5tom. It W8.3 rreque'1tl,y more di f ficult to di s cover what -~cncies 
hnd jurl 11 diotlon in & tr..-~tter thM t o ol>ta.i., :-c aul t o; r r on the ':'! Ydlen 
they wer e foltad . Por 1-natanco, -to l e :ss t h o.n 1'1. do:r.en SO!'~nt.te passes 
'R'3re r cq,1.isi t e to ca.rt"y out t h'J J"outi ne duties o f U•lval Observor; but 
1, one ea:1e f i ve civi l and mi l ita r y of f ices al.a!.-.ed thn r i Ght t o iasuo 
one n r ;fln t l:r noodod pn..sJ 1 wnioh ·aes r e eoi "' od p r orl\":>tly a.ft s r a e lx­
','f08 '. dhrute hal .aettl stl tho ~uuation . 

·•hil& punetil i tiea o r tJli~ n"r-t; woro obt:o rvo::l :li t h c roat 
s t r l c tness , tm: r e Hd.!i a. roi;i coo.~l e laxity i n r..o:r o L:t~;>ort!Ult -1-lttor s 
up to t ho ~i:n!J of' l;ho •·.ar. Th~ aocial life n.nd ~&:..ous ~ rit!'~ .... oak ­
and !let·J J ;>owe r!'ully rt.; a.! n::~t r.ho d r i vo e.nd o f l'i cieney .udch a.i ,;ht 
ht-.vo bo&'1 ox;.ect.,d . !.:ilita.r; officoG such as t he c~10J'In e l of cou ~u..o:tio a­
tion:~ we r e h.ll but S!J:srended f r ot.t S&turd~;t noon to 'lon .,ay oornbg 
b GCtlUt e or t he abeonco or of!' leers ' so tha.t A:Mr iCI\rl -nea:so.: os had 
us.;a. lly to be :to:1t by CO!l:ttorei«Ll tDOe.r.s durlnt thoae days . In ono ca so 
u. prior ity ·.e.z.~u.;u t o the Nnv!l.l Ooservor t r o::n Cavita was t.'l-ti. rty hours 
In tra.n.d t f r o"" t llu ~In val B&:Jo to h is of floe in to·o. lie ssar;o & 
rt.~cuiv~d i:t the ovttnin~ coul 1 not oo dol i~-"ered before ndd- !!10:-nin.;: o r 
l a t er thtt "lext Uti~' f'or lac;% of d is iJa.tch ridCJrs , an:t out11;oing t raffic 
ho.d to be l r tho htt:-1r!s of tho COD'hm t o ations office t":> befor e fi ve or 
si x p . m. t o o ot attenti on th~t day . Ro1taura1~s . tnoater s and dane& 
fl ~ors 'NUr o cruwdttJ w1 th Wli f onrs c l oth t '1. _j newt, a rri ved o rr1co:- s who 
did not Yilt .<now th.,ir Jrba . At the ai r tJr ""'IOs t he work-da:r ran f r o'Tl 
0730 t o 1230, lti t : ; a " ml i - n-.or-n i n1 b r o$;ic" f or ctS!'foe l as tine; .fr oet 
0930 to l Ol S o r l ater. The cl i m~te wl!la considered t oo one rvtLting at 
a irdrc::~os for wor~ ritu r lun ch , t hough found 'bra.cing enough in town 
by Ob.Gorvers. evo:~ to.ftu r dinner . 

or COIJr :;o , those eondi tlons wor " not univo r oal; tht;tr O wer e 
!'".any ove r-•rodcod o f fi eors carryine tho loo.d f o r t.: o r oot ; but the:r 
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Pr• paro d.noaa (Cont d . ) 

wore not h"f&lth.y in a coW\tr y 1u1to W"'propar"d t or '•httt ovo r yono 
.wtu auro W?\:1 to oor.o.. . ·rhoy aro a.n e vidonco . pe r-ha.pa , or thu t orrt f1c 
t o.aea Er ltA!n ,~,rrerad rtur in,:: t.ho laat A al"' ln l ta boat. &zvJ "':Oi t 
enor,etio ~~~po•e r, or or a hopolea ono• • whi l e th~ Untt~d Sta t oe wa1 
no t by h r a i Uo ln thl a o·ne . I n M:/ ovont, t hi a a t a u. or a !"ta l re 
totally dlaapt oarod oneo ~tn~aporo ar1 ~oarl Harbor ha d boon • ••• ultod, 
anJ t llo twe.nty-foJr- ho:..ar day aoY•n daye a •••.c took 1tl place. 

The popul atl ~n of ~l•J• • •• not wol l · preparod ~ aycholo, Scal ly 
ror a war, oithor. There~ conalderable t r1ctton between tho 
!ai l!. t a.ry and th• cot oniala , W"\0 r eaentod any u1u r pation o f ·- hat th~ty 
oonai darod t hoir r lshta or tunoti~~• . and l i t t le ~·• dono to oo~toraot 
1 t. Cenao r•hl p waa ·~ atriot t hat loc a l nowapapo rs g ave no r 'Jel 
nowa ; tho s~ort~wa1o rad io, o r AmY rican popur' ~ mon th or two ol d# 
bo t., u.n&Vt.Ual:- te~ tO r.~o.;t or tho nt•tJvOI 1 wor o ~only l&ti aract ory 
s ources of outt i de 1n.for r"'Atio:1 . I r contoqt:.ence t-he Aaia.ti c popul e tion 
e~~ have ha d only a ~~~tehy i~eo o~ the objectives of eri~~ln ' t war 
with :idT"WJly, o r o!' the value of' 'bol on in; t o t:~e Britiah E:=p ire 
ratlter than to Ja;:-a.n . ~-lbi..loer i:~tereete stroououely , O'f0:1 aucceaa­
rutly, o r,oaed prewar praet~ce CAnOUVITJ by the ~ On lhoi r 
pl~~.ntat ~o:.U; a.fter the f f :htin..,; b~t!M t.hOJ Op!JO:d"t !ostruction Ot 
t his aouroe of IUpJ'l. tA:I the one:::zy- . Tn•re lli'&l a .;ene ral p r eoccupation 
wi th tho post-"r t. rac!o of tho ? r iti1h ... 4pi r e t.hA~ took, to a.n 
Amer i c CLn . o.n ast.onithino pr ecedo"'tCO Ove r rtrat rin.*, in~ tho war; i t 
booa....-,e 1rr i t•t1n.- as wel l when var iou.1 A:wr1ce.n neces s i ties o~~ore 
sl.lccos~Si vely barrod f r oM ontr y bec a.u.l t Cornpoti tlvo . In Oece....,or, 1940 overt 
tho Am&r ienn co~uuni ty ' a Chr l$tmu~ p r oaont• rroM homo ware i mpounded 
en mftsse bJ tho hxch~~-o C~ntrol, no r wero t he] later released oxoept 
Mhoro enO.Jb,h in!luonce could be b r ou,5ht to boar. By Ci'.r i • t mae ot 
1941 , i r ta wor• b4in; r~ceived o~ly fro~ Japan. 

Th~ ~ovor~nt• e relat iooJ wi th th~ r~t1•• rulera w• r• not 
!)0:-t"ee t, if tho ol'llta."'' or Johor. MJ ••rv• •• &1'1 oxa: :plo. Hi• w,hne •• 
a;ado no s ecret or hie di1like for tl\o Pr i ti1h. An ab l e , extremely 
ere rcette nan or • l~ty-se•en , he re1ontod thei r ~d1Jin; hand and 
woulJ 1ay ao rran<ly to per sons who , l tKe the wr \ tor, were scarcely 
m re thtt.n &l i en acqqain~ ll.nces . At lart • part i es, o f wh ich he t;A'IO A 
~umbo~, the WYi ter moro than once saw h t m ' reet his ~uosta with a 

Roil o.nd a lla~i aa luto , tho J.~h al•·~• i n a jokinb &r.AD.nor . AlthoUih 
0 ,o or his £1TOVlOUI wl vo s .,.··a.s a 3cotswO..:An h'J had a for :a.Ua o(' ••kine; 
f or r yo whi 1~ey, I 'Y1ng, with a wink , " I ' ve had a l l the 3cotch l ' a ,oi nt 
to ~~ve . " The Erit1ah au~•?rit!~• , pa rticult rly the oilit•ry , 
disappr oved Of t~t 3ult&n; but &I n• t iYe pr lncel ~0 , he had & reputation 
•• • ~ooJ r uler to his own p-ooplo . '!he "ovo~t"\t onco p-.tt a cJ.dn i :ht 
c•1r 1'ow on ~is l t.&Jin& i n S1n.&•?Or e be ca.a1e it ... felt tt>..&.t hl1 ronineaa 
for partl o1 Wkl un11-n1f l ed; he cou~tered , so it la a~id , by h~ving 
the people of Johoro l per'!d ti.tt r es t of ~t.e .-. !3)it plt.ntin-' the ~r1 t11ht ra' 
favorl t~ tolr~co•.ar• e th~ re f'u.ll of t re•• · A mot1th o r two bt fo r"e t he 
w.r he al~o veto•J an a~ . r ojoct of fll ! i n· the Joho ro J~~;lGI 
'oli t h O'.(U.'<I r r o:-l Borneo who , it ....... hope li , WO•Jl ll a dd f\rr:J J apl!u'leao helldl 
th•t nicht o.pp11Ar th"tr O t o t ho i r col .locttonl . Tho ~rou.o:Ja fo r the 
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Yoto wwre t~at Jt was by no • ana certal~ that ~~~k• wo~ld bother to draw tine n~tt~n~l d1st1nct1~~•. ~ch aee-~ & r~asonabl o bell•f• 
The plan'a &&thor. a ~j~r ot Punja ula, told t ho writer t hat l t had 
:;ot • • rar ae Air · :a.rah"l Brooke-Pophll , bef ore r ece ivinG tht a 
setback. 

Rotation• wit~ tho Au,tr&llL~a. whoae tr~p~ wero ~reae~t in for ce . -::ero ftQ t 3tter. f i'\o l:al&)'L"'\ ( <)\OniAl l joi nud trt1 t h thO 
..:n::;lta:, ::d l l t&rJ 1n ci r c .Jh .tlnl,'; evor y .• !l l re dero,a.tor y A..1 d. not a.l"'"Y' 
crodl'blft ot or l os about t ho t oule.l a.nJ diJcirlint\r)" shortco:n.in.;s ot 
t he A'Jttroliono , 11 ile thO l•ttor Ol"i'h&ohdd t ho i n:.bil!ty or their 
detraotora to tlo fend the-,aaelvoa alone rro ... any enocrt . t he r•a.c t l on or an i mpart ia l llatener was eo~ounded of e~arra~s.~nt at t he 1n; rat 1tJde and 1ur r r 1so at t ne bad Judgmont or the,o needless attao~• 
o~ the Austral i ans at euoh a t i m , c~aylod with a aloKl y risin~ belief 
thAt th~ l ~tter r.ust be ri~ht . Some r'dt Jlta or JUCh fricti ons will t o ditC11810d f'arti:or on. 

The .;en• r fll r eadl:1oa• for t.n.i aoc:\lr l t y &G,&.inst noJ til e 
acta ~•• i ndub i tably conprited Cy theao and alndlar f acto r•. despi te tho r aot th~t aoourity moature e in other di rections wGro elaborate 
an4 . ~lnsta..cin;ly pu.:-.su~d . :;o :ratter no.1 wol ~ they knew th• face, 
sentries &t r ettrlcted ~rea, invari abl y re~~lred L~ Occidental . in or 
out ot" unltor•, \.o pr oduce t. ''tJ c or r"ect pa:rs f or t he J.ctl v i ty n ithin . 
1':'111 '"Ill & hi •hl )' prO?OT pTOCilUti?n in & CO'.l~~ r)' 30 f\&} 1 Of potent1•1 i"ifth columl atrq bt~;t it wns obsorvod nor e t hM once the.t sro~.?S: 
of n~ ttve laborero coulU pa1 s ~ Asiati c sontry t o tr~ ! r 1aily work 
i.:t th,,e placet witho>.~t t hl t eoro::.ony. J'hon tho Jll? aJ2eJ e bor"'bera 
ca.:», 1\lidinL rlar ea ~d 1 ~ :nt~ ap; eared in ::L"l)' r • atrt cte4 areas, no tably in t h e t~av al !"ase; the c".!lpd ta , when C&.'J1ht, were U3U.al ly 
fou'ld to be lat,oror t :'r"s o t• .;t amso or I ndian ex t raction . An 
interoat\n~ ox~plo of lea~ase in aplt• o~ eonao rshi9; w~tle any 
re!"erence to ro:;i • n t a by n~.o -.as a • dctly dele te~ !'ro .. all f')ther 
nenparr ?•;ea , t~e 1Jnit.~~~o'!l t ate s ''i l l t ar • Oba.-r ver co~S l•d 
a ne111r l .. eo-=plet• li s t o!' ~ r\ t1sh reglr -'nta i n t.:ala.y!J f ro t he accomt.a of t"te r .. recL7ltnt.Cl1 g:e.L_wu i n t he s por ts colwr.na . !t i s no t. bolicved th1'\t aportlr. ; ~~t·:ts • .....,, hold "'ore ir•~·OrtMt tha..n ' "cur!.tj.• , h at th"'t 
~~ ovorJl~nt ~• t.~ blA e . 

!r tho t"orelo. n , a"'otch o~ pr a";l'8,_r c o•1J l t i or+:t in t.:.l•Y• tootr.a h,rvercr 1t1cs.l, it is tocaJ50 t he writer Jooa no t i'eel th~~tt 
t ho loa :~ o!' th.t colon;.• ca.."l be ox:-lo.lned hy prosent ln; ravnrable 
.s1.dea tJf the pic t u re , o !" ··'•llc:t t hJ re 11or o .-.~~.ny. 

IV. :.:A!.\ YA ,;-: H 

Pi r~t• • rnt~ ot &:'\ i -ron 11:'\: J r.. :"".,.,,. , atte. .. .c o:i 
e a.,. thr o·a.;h t."\e :t . I . • F. t~ roe A.n1 a hal f la:~a bef orehand . 
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.. arnin • .2!....".!:!:~ (Contd. ) 

a!turnoon or ,.co.Qhe r 4 ("oco.d'll!r 3 i n 'l&w-&11) • rlflt rol pl.•no 
r eport.u I a vo r- tnr.;o J~~~~··~ C.0!1¥ 0)' nff Cl\t•" ka~.ao, the ao &t...., r n-

"tJ t pol'1t f)~ l~ .. o-.:htna . A rt '1\t.~r •lr-.r.o r oao rr ... ~ tho co'1voy a.rtd 
drove tho~t rat rol pl 'U\0 awa;r . but not. bofor e lt h•- aeon t.J,.-.~ thr•J.O 
~·r cbe.nt ah1.ps lr. t1.,. \eat! hsd ju -.t IWU"l:; inw a n~rthweatel"ly c~1 rae 
wh1lo the 1"4. tst , i ncl tulln.; aevor•l 110n-or- wa.r , woro otll l hua doiJ duo 
W03t int o •.h .. ~.&lf or .:t a,.l . Thh cauuvi IJtOOulattnn a.s to wh-.ther 
t~e eonvoy 'fl'aa bo.m 1 ~or t.!Ala;ta or tha l ltu1J , a.nd tne patr ol • were 
:tr d eret! to learn 1t.s tUbiOl'.lOot cetarao . Conlin"ort b a d vi alb! 11 ty 
prevo"tte~ U1o co.,.,.oy ' a l-• 1rt;. a l +.t.td •G•i, , lOdYOr, a lthou&h it l a 
pl"actlca l •'/ ce r tal., that it ·•a.t ~ho one carryin' tho f l r at. lo.nJlne 
roree t o Khota B•hru . 

! ho W'nit&d St '\t.llfl •:aval Obaorve r in Sin.;.apore rel ayed this 
r tJ,or t t o the !'&"Y :l.par t:adnt a..·uS t hd ~orzl:Nlder · in-e~ter o!' the 
:.,1::-t\e floot b:,' diara~eh . ;h\: Pr1tla a:.Jt.i.Orltloa t~ !'!llay• ir::r.a­
i! atel~, or 1or ed f'\111 r.ob1\1 t.ati n , c-..,ee l1 1n; all lu&vea • ·HI c allin~ 
a ll r eso rveo 1'1"\d c1v 1Unu j"!'~:'l;~o r o r o11s to tholr r osta: . Ai r rt\id 
preeautl o.,, , exee~t ror b>l&c:t,Nt , -.·~o, r ., put l ttto ~tffeet . 

At o.ts Sin·a:Jor• .... ri.Jli..;~\\ .;av1"'!- :'1 • "\ec.ecbor (} (nbOIIt 
"!23~ Honolul\l .j~o.nrlf\rd T1 I ;)n JOCOI'M-Or 7) n n 1~1-.t o f JnpL"\IUO b<k.tbora 
'\ttac.<erl :a~.:arton:~ to¥n , 'o(tlli•l; ao I? aix.t;,• C~1inoso in cro.·H!od. 
roomln~ .. h011te:. on ChuliA Streut wlth onu or two Ol rect hlta . le:str oy-
1~.: ~ b'asineas bu1.ll1r.""' O"'l. Fattor .,. lC*i noa.ro:t , p " ··t!allJ wre::'d"l~ 
tf.e Eo.a.;. ot' 7a1 .. ar. (to Ja,.,...na:s.o concorn) Ol'l ?.t..frles .i1u"ro . &11\.t b!"'?e.kln& 
f'Anl windo1tl 1-"l a·arrOI.L"l.iin~ shopa . !'h~ bo"".bJ -.lldr& pro\:aUl ., &00-potl.~d 
de . .oltt,ene . It is ~li••od t..1-t•1t. ~h., attac~t , •til lch c .,ntu r vd one 
block f r o., tho bu.tdnaaa d1st rtct 'll'ft.torrront , '·•A r onll.:f alr•t-rl nt the 
c:loae- p.ncl:td s h1pp1n.; i.n thAt ~ Yt ?r the h'l r bor. ..;av& r &.l noP-b zs 
atruote: tf'll .'II. tor. b!Jt. w1 ":hou.t l.&::tajin,: LV c ra.ft. . t:oxt. J.ay the.se 
st-4 ' ' were Oto.lt~rt:td to acatte:r t.o ..-oro riJ.ely aeparat.ed bort.ha. 

Ttu• writer w!.tn"'l"ed tn.J r~i t! * W'lieh \1'\Jtod fcr ·ty· five 
P"'inutcts. rro tno O?al! r'ver' ! ~leae t wo mil t~a away. Tho enOfi\.V '1as 
•usht e.J. by a bricht noon ll"l a. hlr:h 'fACA:o r el ek'y . n.nl th .. o t~h a.n ovttr• 
•is;nt or the Ai r ~····J .. erflo·u (not late r r epeAtld) the atroet li.;.hta 
~:)d at.t«Hly unt.ll .la~ . A..."'lti ·a l r cro.ft ;una L.'\- tee.rchli&hta' irt 
t .ho a.r •• w r -t ir o~-""atton as 1<>1' • •• th _ rl\lrtora co•tld b• h~arJ , tJt 
the wrlt~ r saw r.o pl'"~' · 1ho all-~loar •~nded ~~ 0500 . LAte r it 
waa lea rned t)o,"t t.he att.ac h~d eolnc!.dod wJ th • 11'lntHrJ; atte:r:rt at 
J'ho ... a Pl\hM.l w'-ltch JO fa.r t\ft.d hoon t r l v«tn orr . 

Th,. :."nl~9d •"\t~• "'1wal Ob1erv,.r mved 11\t onc:o O'lt ~o the 
::avc.l r a.se . 1-f -.J.h.a rro· hi: rd~U\II.r orrt •;e , t.O .'ftin~Ah r.t'ln•ta.nt 
CO'\tact ttit'~ thu ;: rtt ll' "·'t."ln.l r•ttho•!t.i.oa . .:ot11.un\,;o.tion bot•'IOOil 
!\t eo c.:d t.."' t.o.m o!"flco ...... ce.rr1. t o., u~" aoer&pho:-:e . « lcl. rro\'od 
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Naval Obtorvor ' t Woa eures (Cont d . ) 

lndlapenaable in t hla a1tuatlon . Tho town ofrt co ~·• put on a 24-hour 
ba_e i a. Tho aubordtnato aw.rr or one ott1cor, t11o'o onl ls tod •n &J"'d 
two clerk• h ad boo n aut-D~"nUd onl y a (n dayt before by two Ll•uton.antt, 
J ... v(s) . fJ . S . "f . R., Wltll thoJ'l :it .. ,caporo b~o~atnoatr.en, an &Y! a tor 
E:nti~, U . S .~ ., p r o·Ylou.ly attached to t.ho 't . A. F., e.tv! &n &nai;n , 
(C . £. C. ) , U. S. !I. R., who had boon ea~ht In Slt\(;a poro b.r tt:e war 
while on apec! &l aiaa ion !'r oa: Carlte . ult.nout tnoao r einror cownta 
lt aUght have boon 1mpraot1eable t c rroot al l the oxito·ne.os that 
e..roae, such aa t.hu t;roo. t lnor o•ao in co<lod traffic , H.e lntenaltled 
•hip- control problo1.11, tho r ound-tho- c l ocl< watchfu and t he eountloaa 
errMda . 

Tho adTNlto.co or eata.bliahtnv an office nc noe.rl.;,- a.a 
pot t 1ble on a co~lete ~ar foot in& b•for~ AOT condition' occur waa 
IOQ.n &!' &rent. 1..&ny of the c uief pr oble::a ht~cl been foreteen &ncl 
solved; but o'thor t that no.- 8l-J"'040 had to ~ caet wit..~ ti::.e and ener;y 
at a prerdWIQ:. A b r ief r ovie:w or a fe-;y or tJ~ese ray be uaotu l. 
JIW. tipli&d tran:po1• t..tion nee ds forced thO hl re of" '-!1 e xtra GI.T and 
ChAuffeur , purch&IO Of t wo bicyclOI , &nd lapreaa~nt of the pr iV&t4 
cara of t }:e two t-V(J) officers . The r111C or cur rent r .Uluret a.nci 
ce r tainty or blAokouta sugoe~ted t he purcha t• o f cLndles , half a 
do•on n .. hlighto with bl uud bulbo , and all th& batted~• to bo round . 
( ~tterioa dioappoar od early f~om tho 1hopo . ) A ohor t-wavo radio 
W&.S inct&llOd in th• Offico tO pick Up ~OWl Ot tho OUtside World , 
now YOr"J aU f' . Lar, e oont.ainers woro P'Jrcha.aed and filled with 
drlnkin.r; ;rater; the rmc)l .flt.aka &."ld jU.,CI woro pr~,ared f or eatin& 
e.ergenci ea . It had been roreseon th• t full coopcr&tlon in war with 
t ho Britiah woul ~ .. an aovi~ t ho r• 1n ott1r.e to tho Saval ! eae, 
but t 'U a woul-1 not have been des i rable earlier. Sy the end ot the 
weak, however, all poreonnal but one otticor end ~~e Stor ekeepe r and 
a cler~ h&d bee~ pernanently e stAbliahed the re, and the eodinc 
•q~lp...,:>t oovod an·l aot up with Cl.lch lobor . :JoYicoa to a djust l ocal 
vol t acte to American Jr.achinas had t o bo p rocured fro.m t he Royal ~Javal 

oatabllDh,nn)nt ; for-tu.no.taly they woye available, for those p rev l()ualy 
uaed in town woul d not serve . Tin hate, ..:as nAake and aic!oa.r ii\IJ were 

obtained rroa tho Briti1h for those not •lr ady 1uppllod. Althouth 
no o~e o;aa noN li 'lin~ at tre Obsorvera ' .. ~ae , it was retained with 
rull tf'trvat\t at..art t'or poatible neod . Tho office rorco i n t.own took 
char;;o or Ship · control , contact r.i U. the ~ .... n,ulat e t:.!lor al, purcha••• 
and othe r orran1a , a •J .ccounts . ~ aeta ot atr ip ciphora were loft 
~-~ for use 1~ Ship- control ot e~rc$ncy . nt E rltia~ re1ueat t he 
B-a.eo ot f!ce too~ on t.he heavy R:W tr&rflc bet'Qon CA.rlte and ire.nj l. 
TPla. wo..a.l ... not )uu·e be en possible witho1•t &n ;c•· whie.lt was dell•orcd. 
O"J •·ss t.OS.4.LL aeYora l dtt,y8 after the CO.lil ~r..ceoent of hostilit lea , by 
order or Adn!ral .lort. 

Th o ::ar . 

Aftor tho tiret few d'fl there we ~e no raida on Sinsapore 
!"or noar\•r t •'O •oeKa. Thit nay have beon &ttr1bl.lte.ble to tho oneey'a 

- G -
.L Regraded Unclassified



• ~ECRt.l 
Tho War (~ontd . ) 

preoccupaticn with the landin~ effort at !hot& eahru. no~ ~1nt 
prQ; r oas . Pron then on . howover, r aids on the island avor~ed two 
ni;;htly • usu•lly a b•tsino•s11lto ono at about 2300 rollowod by " 
nuieance raid ~t 0~. A tow ticed it xaa learned from ~OF bearin&s 
tha t tho a tta okore CflT1e fron a ca rrier at,ationed near Khoh. Bahr1.1 . 
Ita cus to~ was to s teL~ aouthoaaterly the day before until within 
a al\fe r a.neo of ..iint;apor o , ata.rti~ back an hour or two after tho r aid 
waa ove r. Thaao attac,~ aoenod tn gener al t~ be core orrectJvo than 
t hoso of t he uqy, which came from Khota Ba.h.ru , nan in J•paneao handa , 
o r f rom tho Kra Peninsula , full military use of which had been 
a l lowod Japan by Thailand Riter its th reo - hour "resistance". ).arnin~ 
or attacks approaching over land wa s ab~ut 25 mln~tes Jr the early 
a ta;;oe , of tho1o f r o'Jl the aeo. noceesaril y very much shorter. As 
the eneo;y advanced down the Peninsula. tho ad•;n.nce notice cor r e sp.ondin.:;ly 
l~tasenud . On JAn:.a!lry 12 it was about 10 minutes . Until that dt.t.e., 
when th~ ~~iter sail ed fo r Java . l ittle m111tsry d&mage wa s dono by 
bombings. They were co~tly c~nducted in ror~tion , at 10, 000 feet 
or higher, .nd the alar~ r~rely last ed ove r an hour . One J apanese 
plnne did f l y very l ow ove r the enli3ted nen •s b&rraoke with ite 
nmn!n& lights on, mnchiao - gwwint; tho build!nts whilo w1 thin range, 
but this was e.n individual' s stunt . Ai rfiel~ and oil te.nka .seer:oed 
to be t he chief tar6ets . thoue.h not rr..a.ny ef fective hit-e 'N&r e registe red. 

Firth Colwm Du r ing Raids . 

Col or ed flares $Uiding the enemy to bombin& objectives wore 
l'reque nt ly observed dur ing raids , oven with.in the t!aval Base enclosure . 
Tilis waa not aurpr iaint in v1o'1 or tho swarttS of Asiatic wor~o dail y 
adrnittod t o constr uction project s in zueh ar eae . To foreo the han~ a 
or th& perpetr ator• a r ow fa.l.so raids ·war e st:a.oed. with so!ile success .. 
ln one <:at:e the culprit , au.rrounded in e. wood cloJo to oil to.."lka and 
the wr i ter' J quarter A, os<:o.pod «h.ilo a c i r ela of Indieu~ t r oops and 
Royal ~rinoa , bent unknown t~ ~aeh oth~ r on tho sa~ missi on , endanccr ed 
each other s ' lives with rifle fi r e . In another, ~~o rh~is wer e caught 
red-handed fi r int; floros r r o·'l. tho roof or tho hiGhoat bui l ding in to.m , 
whoro they had boon loc~tod durin~ proviou5 alarcs by adj~oont s potters . 
It wna su~ pected that one~ agontJ w~re oparatinu ~re than ono ohort­
lllffWtt ra.dio nea r AlU.,.d &irfiolds ;,l"ho re r ett.Jrnin.; pltu·uu were o!'ton 
caught AI theJ landod , but tho wr iter nuver ho~rd that &nJ of these 
·.vas esptut oc! . This t r ick my oxpln.in many tin:ely Japa.neu• attac.ka on 
the field nt ~la.n~ , in Java , l s to:r ott , "While i\zf',orican boober 1; G r oute 
t o the war %One wore fuelin~ there . 

t.e.nd ·:lar for th.o Peninaula. 

il.eanwhlle . tnu Je.~L"leae were adve.noing 1tee.dily in northern 
U.1aya by a ser ies or r apid fl&nkin~ ope rationa cover ed by super ior 
a i r power. Tho writ"r' a duties p r ovontod ;da followtnr- those land 
development• in detail . but it 11 possib le to t ive a p;,cia or thei r 
atrategy .nd tactics as ho understood thom. 
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• ( ~Cf~c. I 
Str a teGY and Ta ot1oe. 

The defender ' a failure t nere aay perhapa beet be •~rlctd in tho ward • outflanked". Tho chlot f aul t or thei r diapoalti ona 
se~d to be 1aade~uate proYialon a&&irtat thie ..neuTer . which the 
ene~ prea ae d OYtrhead &I wel l •• la~•r•lly, and ag~nat the Penineule 
kl a whole 1uite • • much aa againat l ocal poaltiona . The derenae ._, baaed on otron~ points and tl. xibllity rather than ata tlo linea. but rolled t a r <oo ~chon di ff icult country and frontal detanae. ¥an¥ 
valuable poa itiOnl Were l 01t and bodi1 1 Of MB OU.t off without r eal ti&ht1oc b eeauso ouppoaedly icpeoetrable j~lo had been oubotituted ror e t,rengt h on the win&• · or becauae airfi eld• or aupply linea in 
t ho roar h~d bean ae itad via ai r or wa t er . In the l ~rge • l ew, the JaQ.neae t snded to tenore tho central MOunt ainoua r oeiona until &•neral r et reat had been ror ced by landintl .. 11 down the coast; but, locally 
ape.Xins . low-lyln& JUD~l•• and •wanr• pro•ed reebl~ obetaclee to t h•l r 
adv-.nce . The eelr.ure or Pena.ns on the nst ao eoon a.r·te r that or TJ\ota 
Bahru on the east oo~s t i a • sa~le of thoi r l&r~ar plana • f rom then on. thoir water~borne landin~a down both coaat1 for ced a continual 
;enaral retrea t . a.tossa;ea f' r 01» loca l co.I!I&Jld• to the Nava l Buo 

";";ar ... roo• would r eport ·'•pan••• troopahipa offthore; a row houra lat.r i t woul d be wi red that tho dotendora wore tallinJ back ten or fifteen niloa bocau ae t he onegy had lmdod bolo" th~i r pooiti.,na, th r ee.teolnt: 
to cut thor: off. ./hat had boon dono to pre vent arw lanJ i n, was often oxatporattngly o1dttod fro• thoae dt epatcnea ; preaumably the one~'• trip ao\lt'twa.rd ba.d boon qulck r by wat•r th&ll till• defender•' by land, or tno paucity of mobile f'l ro-power had left t oo much beach uncovered . 
ln ~ caao. the Jap.nose ayatem NOrKod , aD J dofondin' rorooa did a dl apropor tionoto o.mouot or t hei r l'l.,htlng faced tO.'••rd Sinsapore . S ine• contaot. wi t h other hoatile forces i n r ront w-aa of ten enti rely loat cur1Qi the•• rapid withdrawo la thoy did oo with \nade~UAte knowled&e 
o f thO foo' a 1Ub1e1u0nt .ovegenta. L~d between t wo fl rea • 

Tr&inirtg. 

Tho Japaneae have lon' apec\ali<od in nl&~t fl'"~int. and turned tho f act to their &dY&nt&G• and t ho contualon o~d exhaustion or t he detenae . They now aleo showed tho~ol••• well pr8p&red for 
junglo t\~htin& . Whet he r by d• y or ni ~ht . Thol r droaa and 01uipmont wsa l l cht artd euitable for the terra in , thei r rat ion3 du rable and 
por t ab l e , thoi r heavie r w•apona !'!IOt.ll e and nu.merou1. T.hore they 
roun~ un!U~rd•d •ohlcloa and patha they uaed thea; they ••••d ~~elr TAtlODI by li"Ti.n.;, where r ractieable off t he country; tl10~' were pretvided 
wit.\ •dlclnol aca inat l ncaptloi t a t inc: tropi Cfl.l •Unenta . Tho mon 
m ved throu ,;h tllff1o,llt torr1tory •• lndlvldu&ll , but did not l ose cohesion ; they had boon t.ra ine-i to operate aoparat..oly and with 
lni t lat l•o as oo tl i n t.he ,enoral • chine . Th"Y • .111 \lit or C'hat 
th.OJ ro..&nd to hM I, rut i1d not let it dlatract t•·•·M rro· the objoc ... :1••· Thoae too t ar in adv•nce , for l n•tance , f reiuentlt e aceped 
obao r·vat ion or oap~\lro by ol111hina; t: rooa whil • awattin~ t hol r 'M.ln body, to which they doubtleaa p .. sed on wh t th•y had le•rned fro• 
theao v~ta~• poln~a . In ehort . their .. th~~• -.re up-to ... 4ate , aJapted to tnel r no•dJ anJ thoro~~lf ifttraloedJ &nu U\e dotonJera aeo:.d 
\U'l&bl• to rl"\lata 1A "thea . 
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• ~t:.Chcr 
O.neriLl Bonnett. 

Tho writer hod tho intoroat ln& oxpo r lonco later on of flying tram Java to Auttra li~ with Conoral Gor don flonno t t , Commander-in-Cnlot ot AuatriLl lana in Malaya, ohortly ottor h!o oacopo by oo ilboot r r o:o Jtn.;o.poro. ..not tho c:onorol told hla durin;: tho u hour• they wore to~othor moy ahod • d•i t ional l i Ght on thia Allied failure. It ahoulU be re~=berod in eva l ua tln& his r omar ka , howover , t hat the &eneral waa t hen on hia ·~ t o report on th•t t allure to hla &o~e~nt, and t hat i n t his lnfon.al oonvoraotloo he did not ln tho leoa t t ry t o hide gr oa t blttornoaa • &aioat "the Br i t i ah", ao ho cal l ed them. Tho s ilt ot h io atoto.,..uta is pro .. ntod ror wha t i t r1111f be worth. 

General Bonnett sta ted catogorioolly that tho Austral!~ had boon l ot down thr<>ur,hout t ho o~Oi!;ll by thei r colle"suoa. AI o co~dor, he hod boon 1ntllctod by tho Engliah with o auoooaaioo or ar.otr and U al aon orticoro who not t hu la!ew the i r buainou nor put it firat; os on Aua triLl i on ho hod e xpe r i enced diaastrous want of coope r ati on t ron tho Britiah gonorol atotf and its ror ooa on hia tlonka. Ro coar~lned or aoant conaidorat 1oo to hla probl&~a or pr opoaal a at a t a/t oeetlos,a , o"Yen lll'hen hl a waa the chief or r.toat di t fioul t aoot.or. He oi t od instances whore Englloh starr ofrlcora had aelocted unsuitab le bood~uortero f or their r oa idonti ol comforts doapito thei r ailitory inoonn nienou, pou.aing onl y aft er they h ad ea t obliahod themaelvu to oonaider how communicati on with tho f ignt i ne units was t o bo ao t up and -int oinod, The i r incompetence woa ahown in o:.any - y• ; but wt•~ ~e icalated on ehe re~••l or t~?a& under him~ tor e&uao , they wore tronaferrod grudgingly and oometi ~~ . · oopooiolly When woll­connootod, promoted on transfer. Wo~whila, tho Ehgli ah and Indian troopa on hio flanks repeat edly fel l bock , wi thout notice to hi~. rro~ aecuro poaitlon> •• ye t unreoched by t ho ooo~ , loavin& the Aua t rolian battal ions t o reach new l i noo i n tho rear how they might . 

On t ho aubject of re;oinin~ th., lolaloyan Peninsula, ::Onorol Bennett woo equal l y bitter. no ro~kod that no profit or any sort had ovor oooruecl to Austra lio.no fr o:o ito ;.oalth, and th'>t a t lout 8 , 0-0 Auatroliana hod juat been ki t l od in the a tte=Pt to pr eaorve it r or En~liah oopital iats . eo conceded that ita posaeaaion by fri endly powers woo on i mpor t an t foct~r of military oofety to Auot ralio, but ocldocl that i f t hey wor e t o dofoncl i t for tho Empire they ahould hoYe aooe int.ere at in 1 t a othor T1lluoa . Fro• now oc, he ~oatond.od. . tho Pool fic Problog ~•t unavoidably become tho di r ect roaponaibility of Auatrolio and tho United Stot oa t o6othor; it was obaur d to auppose that they wouli pay to keop thv pooco t horo for tho prlv1io&o of col lectin; dlv1denda tor ~ndon ahorehol dora . 

Au.stralla hod no l tho r the wealth nor population to defend or develop horaelf unaided. It waa perfectly clear tha t the Empir e could ne•or ~aln pr e t.nd to do ao ; ehe muat turn to powerful a llloa Whoa e int• reota oo\noided i n zone r a l ~ th he r a . An undaratondl~' of 10~ aort wi th tho Onltocl Statoa woulJ be lne•ltoblo after tho war. 
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' . ECKLT 
It waa 1ntero•t1n& to ~••d , aorwa week• atter theao tal~•t 

ChurohJt l•a &nnounc ... nt that General Bennett•• report,., not yet 
road¥ for publica tion . The &• noral onowed it 1n draft fora to the 
...,.i ter durin& thio tr1p, r·•-rldnfi that 1t wu noarly rndy for the 
typiot and would be oubaittod to tho Auotralian eab1not ao ooon ao 
pouible. He left tor W.lbouroo by opoohl plan.e the day after 
our arrhal in Broomo , and tho fact that ho had oub~ ttod hie report 
t o tho cabinet woo dult repor ted in tho Auotrol lan prooo about a weok 
later. Tho Government oubooquontly promoted hi• to Uoutonant General , 
with a command in tho Auotralian Dofonoe Forooo. 

Co.-nt. 

Tho &'fail ab l e "Br ithh" rebuttal to General Bonnett• o crt tioh• 
ohould in fairnoos bo recorded. Tho United States ~litary Oboorvor 
f ormerly at Singapore recentl y i nformed tho write r that he had hoard 
equal oountor-cl&i mo from reliabl e Bri tieh offioora, amen~ them that 

· tho Auot raliana wore habi tually unruly and undhoi plinod, oven to tho 
poL'It of lootins ph ou they wore auppoood to defend ; that they often 
ran wi t ho't fightin& at a ll , jottiaon1n& their oquipaont and loa•ins 
thei r oollAagues to redeea the situation; and ao on . I~ aupport or 
thia, the Observe r atated he knew without 1ueatton that certain 
roglmonts fro~ Bri t ain on whom this d~ty wao oaid to ha•o fallon had boon 
practically wiped out . Althoush ho did not h1~olf ••• di rect evidence 
of ouoh Auotral ian behavior ho was i nclined to bol levo lt highly 
pouibt. . 

Hovortholoao , tho Obaervor added that on his laa t n1;ht i n tho 
euraa f ront linea, whore there are f ew it any Auatrali~a. contact 
with tho one~ had boon l oot for throe dayo L,d he peraon&lly wao 
unable to rtnd any J apanooe by drivi"6 ton odleo oouth or tho British 
linea . Thlo indica&eo to tho writer that, While General Bennett• • 
et&te~enta may be diJoounted inaorar aa they inalat on eho f aultleaeneaa 
or AUi t rl.li&n.a, there ie baaie for them. In any case, wh.t\tevor the 
accuracy of •11 those contentions they suppo r t tho bolio.f that tho ro 
w&l much friction •nd non-cooporation in tho WAlayan campaign, and too 
.uch or tho oort or bad otart work which footoro thoao undooi rablo 
condJ t lon• . 

Adequate a tren~th at aoa, lnclu~in~ ee& a1r-po*6r, mJsht hav• 
oavod ~alaya by prevent!,~ any direct Japanoao lond1n~a in tha t 
country. But oven what at rength there waa had been aerio~ely weakened 
·~ tho outaot bv t ho lou of tho PRIIICE 01' ••ALES and REPULSE , and the 
preoccupation• or tho Aoia tic Fleet in tho Philippinoo while tho United 
Stat .. and Royal Novteo wo ro unable to rolntorco tho Far Eao t . The 
hO &yY talk or pr ovontin$ tho landingo thorororo dOYOIYOd larcoly 
on t~o R.A.F. and local auh~ri~o t orcoa ~ich, althou~ they did 
Y'"',..'' work, wore lnado'luat~ to atop tho Japanooo advaacoa . The Dutch 
oubmar1neo in particular t••• a fino account or tho~olveo , oapeoial l y 
L, tho ohollow Gulf or Si-.1 but loaaoe and noooaoary lay- upt t radually 
reduced tho orfoct of their efforts. Tho ovorworkod R. A. F. planoo 
goanwhile were needed more and more f or oporationa over land , ao 
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• 
The Sea O. fonae (Contd . ) 

t hat oven tho tow plano• fitted tor aoa oporatlona had to be uaod 
to noutral i ao t ho mountin; J apan••• air a t tack. A t riond ot tha 
wr i ter won the o.r .c. by boabin& an ono.y-held ai rdro,. i n 
northern llalaya troa 400 t oot in an unucortod PBT, tor ax.,.,h. 

PRINCE 01" 71ALES and REPULSE . 

There m y nnor be a COCiple to explanation of Admiral Si r To!!' 
Phillips • ucr itioo or tho PRIIICE Of' ·tALES and RE:PIILSE a wook after 
they a r r i ved in Par f'.a~torn wate r s . A Royal r.avy Ccnm&ndor who 
aurY ivod t ho former tol~ tho writer he believed Phillipa had put 
to aea to diapel hia r eputation aa an "ar.-chai r admira l " by a 
amaahins aotback to tho 1nvaaion convo1 at Khota 9ahru. Tho wri ter 
i a practically convinced, f r og tho unan imity of varloua aourcos 
quoa tionod, tha t t ho A4mlral deelinod a definite otter of air 
u oor t from t ho R.A.F. Tho llavo.l Obso r ver at Singapor e r eported 
tho sinkin&a in deta i l by di apatcb at the time; tho] nood not 
the re for e be gone into bare , But the losa or thoao two fine anips 
i mpoaed a caution on tho Allied nava l rorcoa and gave tho local 
J &pa.Dfl18 OOt!n&Dda a freed0:1 of a ction "nioh waa W'l.1'ortunate for the 
detonae ot V•laya. 

Scor ched Earth, 

AI oomplotoly aa they coul d tho dofendora denied to t he one~ 
any auppl i oa or i nstal lation• loft behind . The writer l i ved to r 
tho ti ra t five wooka o r tho war wi th Capt•in (B) 0.~ . Phll , ipa, R.N., 
Fleet EnGi neer Officer or tho Far ~atom f'loet, who woo roponai ol o 
tor ~a~.cb or t ~b work. A hit;bly efficient officer , he wu hampered 
by conaiderabl o l ack or cooperation fr~ tho civil Pvblit Worko 
Departaont officials supposed to ca.rry out his or dora ur country . 
Thoae a t ono ai r field had boon supplied tho noodtul quantity or 
gol l ~nito to b l ow up a numbor of speci al r etaining d&Aa , thus 
i nundat ing tho field afte r doat r uction or the run~aya . They tlod 
whilo tho ono~ wao still aooo d~yo away , dumpin~ tho goli,nito into 
a atr ea=. which rende red it uaeleaa. A naval ~eaorve orrtcer under 
Capt&in Phillip•' ordora waa obli&od enon to drive ovor 200 Id les with 
$ Croon oupply. He auo oodod in broakin' tha d~ before tho one~ 
arrivod. Captaio Philllpa' es timat e or tho r oaaona for tho ri r ot 
party • a fa i l ure cannot bo quoted . 

AI stated boforo , ONno ro' oppoaition to deat r wction of thoi r 
plantation• and a imilar property developed early and waa, a t l eaat 
i n aome oasea, auccoaa tul in tho end. It wao undoubtedly aupportod 
b1 tho official Er itbh det e rmination to pu~rvo th.o Baoplro 'o t rade 
beyond tho n .r; or oourae lt wovld take -.ny yeua to rea tor e the 
prewar production or a wroccod rubber pl antation. Tho tin alcoa 
of llalaya are not tunnolod , but worked b tho atrlp- banl< ,..thod or 
di,~in' away wnolo hil l oidea. Thoao lar'o areaa naturally cannot be 
put o'tt or r oaoh of invadora , but tho machinery and equipment oan 
and i t ia believed that in most oaaoa it waa. Oil companioa, on 
tho othe r hftnd , ooopora tod very wolll t heir wolla and 1natalla t1ona 
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ISECRt 1 
Scorched E~rth {Contd.) 

haYO boon thoro~~hly domoliohod, 00 r~ •• tho writer knowo. ln 
thio tho Dutch wore notably efficient, hq~rinp; ~1 whl to omployeoo 
t o belon~; t o t ho Arrrry Roaer•o and devoting o~oh S&t~d&y roornlng for 
about 18 montho prior t o tho war to demolition drill . Tho roo~lto 
wore oxooodint lY thorough , and it is oatimatod that ~l their oil 
fioldo wore p~t o~t of oo~saion for tho uaxi~ pcoaiblo ti_. . 

Pl ana for dootroying t he Sing~poro Nav~ Buo were thoro~<gh­
going and proa~bly otrectod at the proper timo , althouJh no diroot 
information on the oubjoct h~• como to th~ writer. They included 
complete wreckin; of al l maohlnery, cranes, graving dock o~\a e ons, 
pu"l'in~ apparattLO, etc. Tho two lo.r ge flcatln.; dcolcs wore di!Cinitoly 
sunlc, and it 1a said they could novor be uaod at;ain oven if raised. 
About a woo< befor e tho fall of Sinsapor o tho wr iter saw a o~blod 
order f r om tho Adnd ralty , dated a day or two before, instr ucting 
t ho ~oar Adndral, Malo.yo., to lll&ko pl a.."s to tow tho smalle r of tl\ose 
docks to Java. Thoce orders c ould not be c arried out thr ou.;h waters 
infested by hostile c r aft and plo.nos, and it is not knowo wily tho 
Admira.l ty expected t hat they coul d be . ' 

V. JAVA 

Early in Januar y , 1942 , Adndral Layton , ..R .N., Sir Tom 
Phillips' eucc e1sor as Commander-in-Chi~r, EAstern Fleet, informed 
the United States ll&val Observer t.h~t Ito "'" o.bout to move w1 th 
d l his atarr t o Colombe. Tho Observer radioed t h is information to 
Adndral !!art, then i n Scero.baja, inqui r ing whethe r he a hould follow 
Admiral Layton.cr re~in in Singapore wi th tho Roa r Admiral , Ualaya, 
who i s tho equivalent of the Cocmandant of an Ame rican Naval District, 
Adndral ordered t he Observor to proceed as soon as practicable to 
J ava. brin~ing his ataff and oquipmont. With tho excepti on of one 
officer ~~d t he clerk. who were l eft in charge of Ship-control for &I 
long as that mdght prove nece1sary , the entir e office sailed f or 
Bt.tavia aboard HMS ANKI NG on January 12 . On tho 1oorning of departu re 
70 Ja? anese pl~ee, about 40 of them bomber s , flew over the Naval 
Ba1e , he aded south . The R.A.F. attacked t hem fo r aoou t an hour and 
a 1\alr, br eaking up thei r formations , but they dr op?ed no bomba 
withi n hear in;; diatanoo or tho Bo.so . I t wu learned 1o.tor thot they 
wore looking for the oonvoy of which USS ~~ VERNOS was a part , 
tl\on ap~roachin~ Si~apore thro~b Banka Strait . Bocause of conti nued 
r ain and l ow clouds thoy neve r found it. 

Admiral llart had meanwhile eatablished his offioe in Batavia , 
near thu Oopor tmont of ~ine , pending pr epar ations to ~uarter the 
Supro;ne .U lied Conrn&J'Id ""d ito staffs in LombMg. The Navlll Oboorvor, 
Captain J , U. Cre i ghton , became tho A~~iral ' s Chief of Staff, and 
went t o Le~an~ a t once; the other officers f rorr. Singapore were assigned 
to the AJmiral's codin~ board in Batavia, then muoh under3t&rfe d, 
remaining ~hore a week before gcin& on to Lo~an~ . 

Supreme Allied Readq~arters . 

Lombang is 5, 000 r oot hibh i n tho mountain• , about tou r 
hours' dr ive f rom Batavia and 13 kilom. t ora above Bandoong. Tho 
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Supr•"" Alllod lload_1.utlr.ters. (Contd . ) 

Hoadqu• r tera th•HD w1u ai tUAtad in thO! ~rand Hotel • vth\oh l'ft.a overtaxed 
to food, hou3e and affo~d offioe·apftoo t o tho oo~binot eta,tfa, ~uftrda 
and enl isted oon . It h~d mor e tho appoor~oo ot • rofutoe c~ than 
a ho•dq11arter~ , the Drit i ah having b r ouc:ht with them for ty or fifty 
woman fro~ Sin~aporo whom thol ass ienod to co ,1nt &n l socrot~rial 
dutio3 . There was evon or ? ohi l I, eon of tho h otol 11l11."1&i;Or. The 
hotel ~round s w~ro oncloa&d in a barbod -wi ro fone~ , tho ain~l o opening 
i n which wae p ft t r ollttd by u:noon;'I"Omi~in.; JtwatuHIO sentr io5 carryinG 
both. coc;kod r \ft ea and bn.rod IUlbers at t hiJ ready. The only \&JlGUag:e 
thoy understood was t hA.t o!" a p11ss in CC"'Od ordor, fl!ld unti l thoao 
e.rrivod considerable porso"1&1 diUl,e r tl.nd <lifficulty wuro inourred by 
off'lcer o havirtg t o ';"' i n tmd o ••t on duty . ?(l r !• rotection from 
parachutists and Ai r &tt&cks tho thorou~h Juteh t onmod an opon ~l acia 
a.round thtt enelo:'J~O by cut tin..; dow':"' the woorls , a.nft enoouflllt;Od tho 
buildings L'\d o:npty owicnin.:; pool with p&int nntl nntt.in.g . Shelter 
trenches wBre dug e.:vi :r.ch1ne- cuns and eplinte r .. proor s ontr:; boxoa 
set U? • A British Ca.."tip Co'ti!MndDJlt W'lO o.ppoin-tod to oversee suoai stun co 
and qua.rto t s . 

Soore·mo Co .;:nand. 

Tho coobinod co"'man-\ 1 undot General Sir Ar c::hibald ."lllvoll 
of tlu~ Br itish An ey . eo:'lS i&ted or a lJaval St&.ff , lmown o.a "' Abda..float", 
the ~i li t.e.ry Sta.ff , ea.lled " t:bdacon .. , &h d the Air St.,.ff , o r "ACdt.lr" . 
The l etters "a-b-d~o." ir ~hose dosign&t i ons s t ood tor "A~rican , 
Br itish , :)utc::h, Australian", as boin,~ descriptive or tho r;ov e r n rs:enta 
ot the U rr itories d irectly concer ned in the Japanese wnr. Po.r aonnel 
for thosD stta..ffs ·.-. a aelectr:d fU equlte.b ly D.$ po3JJible f r om the 
va.r! ous pO'• ora . 

Uature or Ccorationa . 

Th~ ~oy to tho future situation i n the aouthwost Pacif'ie at 
t hio sto.:o or tl.e war wr..a na.val . The it~ol o.tion of :.!ala,ya , Borneo 
and the Col o b e:: wao proceedi nz rae!.dl y , and now ~ew C·.Jinea., floor 
e.,nrl Bali were r ena.ced . The sueco :~ srul JofensG o f J '\V!\ woul<.l r equi re, 
in t~,o l as t anAl:;si:., rosound i nt: nt\val setbacks to tho numerous 
po·Kor tul Ja.pa.'"\os o c-o·;,,:c:' s headi.."lZ s outh throu:)"; ever:• a ~rtLit . 
Ur.tor t.u.,a.eol:r , tho se !5etbi\Ck 3 h'\d to bo adrni.n13terod by &.'"\ Alli#Jd 
navy 11ttle- lo.rce r thL"l a ta~~ force . burde:1od with mAny e xtr aneous 
dutles like Um t of' convoy, h t:L"l:ti}l.J r ed by oo:nplex a.lloGiance, e.lra ady 
ovorwhelce d in th., alr. &zld ':lblit od til b o everrwher e at once . '!'he 
requisit~ shuttlinc Md whittlint; it a.cco:':'ipllahcd with h.onor, but 
onl .. rel f\tivel; wi th e ffect . Fo r instance the a.dclre.ble action of 
J&n.IJ vy 2 4 in l,!a.ce.a 3&1" Str&.i t • \lhO""l ro•.Jr ove ra~ed .AY'Ile r lca."'l d estroyu t s 
doc::1.mt ed a convoy ti'.An:f ti~a their s tren~th in .u~r~hipa a l o no , wo.a 
re·:."5.n!ed 0:1l~t by t h<J St4rvl vor s' r;oin,!; on to ocnupy na.li r. Papa.n . Mean~ 
wnilo , as they ao..>tured leland after i slat\d t he Ja~~'l'l&a W'lre 
?fO~rescivel~ enallo~ to ~ estroy by land-b~aod ettacks th.e r.Atorlal 
re1~orce~ants a rr iv inc i~ th~ ~ea rro~ hone . !h~ c::~;c 1 al need 
we.s for f ighte r plan oa , .... ~ t ch h ad to b e inpo rted rror:; ;.•uttral i e. by 

8htp b~oa J'\e o f t h& dista.nces O\'~r w~ttu an~ •,If thou t ·nhich the 
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# S~CRET 
Na ture or apera~iono (Contd.) 

boobere artd b&IOI could not be pro~ectod . tho continued 1011 ot 

thea• • upplitt before they wore received by the l~d ~•fen•• save 

a tore;oae ooncl~ ei on t o Optr&tiona once the ene~ .. , aahore. 

Cocnu.nication•. 

Control or tho fartlun& carlne aotivitlea fro• Java wu . 

naturally complicated. /'Co=munieatlon bad to be maintained with 

ohi po of three natlonalitleo and two languo~eo rroa Auatralia to 

India, a.nO with ehoro au.thoritiee from Auatralia to :la1hln.gton and 

London. It. wa1 not unco:.non to 1end a ditpate.h to ten or twenty 

dLfforent addroaiHI, ea.oh dltfer• ntly oonoernod with 1 tl text. 

To handle tht f l ood or moooaeoa in Lembant tho Dutch turniohed the 

ro&UlLr Java telephone lir.oa, plua direct ecrambler-phoce and tele­

t}~e eyate~ to Ba~doon& and BataYl&. t fte latter ~~od at tno Leeban: 

end b:f the llrltioh .\rntf Jll:flal Corpo. There .,.oro also dlap&tch rider 

aorvloee to tho two towns mentioned . Thoto channels provlne inauffl· 

clently tloxible or aecure tor ite needa, t ho !Jr..1t od States J]avy 

sot ~p ita own radio aor.di~z and rece l vin& atatt ona at th• Grand 

Hotel, udnt theQ to intercept B1.kor and Pox ochedulee e.nd coru:amic•te 

diroot with lto ohlpo and with Ccrre&ido~ 

Codorooe&a. 

To deal with the co41n& for Abdofloat the Unltod ~tot•• 

!!ayY hflld a board or oev~l'l ottteere aaal, ted clerically and otherwise 

by four or five enilatod ~~n. The United Sta teo Ar~ had ot flrat 

no provi aion at a l l tor ita own communicat iona; they wort undertaken 

by the J:avy Wltll the &ap oould be filled. AbJaco,.•s traffic n a to 

bo handled bt 1txtoeo Br ittahore, .oatly women, who were la~er 

inoroaaod to thirty. outch =-•••s•• were encoded at their nava l 

headqu.artor a in Ba.ndoeng, wh.~Jro tho rd.x-.d Roconnaieaa.nct Group u.oder 

Abdatr .._, aitu..t.c.t, a.nd to ! atarta. Soe-.y contact reports between 

Roc&roup and tho Hith Co.....,d wer• also roloyod by the llavy. 

Speed and Security. 

/ The multiple addreaeeoa or diapatohe a neoeatltatod the uae 

or oodea coo: on to all . For th.ia purpoae Brit1Jh numerical codea were 

dlatrtbut.d. They .. re cu,d:,oreoM, oocp .. r ,ed to our ciphe .. a, and 

ouoceptib le to di fficult Garbloo Which not infre1uontly c ouood 

ser loua del.y-1 or repee.tad tranar.t111iona. J.roreover, their d1str 1bu­

tion had been imperfect~ ao thl\t all too oft ert J lapatchol hud to be 

repea ted in othe r • :·ate:. or relayei ty oi rcuito\la uana . Add to 

thia th•t mo1aagea ••~• ao .. tlre a r eceived i n ~tch whon they~o~ ld 

have been in EnGlilh, o r vice vera&, L~d it will b• aeen that there 

wore ob.tacl•• to the fro• tlow or order• and lnror~tion . 

Na.vy ldeaa ot aocurity were it,-nor·od in a nUCiber nt waya, eooett • • 

of neceaaity and aom.ticea not . Contact repor t• and othor a or great 
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Speed a.nd Security (Contd . ) 
e ' T SECRc 

11r r;onoy had ofton to be paooed on by ord! M r y telephono booauoe of 
d•laya vJa otho r channels . As many • • aovG~ coploa ~r dt ap&tche• 
we re deoanded b:t th'l' hoadquart·or3 war ro?m l"'ld other aecti ofal. Some 
or theao were reporl~J lo,t ; rathe r than waste time aoarchlnz ror 
t h•.:a the loaora r equoeto<i r eplaeemnta. For a wt.Uo tt\o l"'n le.d 
St,atos Ar:rJ e xpe cted Yerbo.tl,a tro.nscdo .!on or !t1 dJ op .. tcne• I n ~ .... 
~:"'.Y aystoN. Thl e could n.,t be a.coorttod , but tt.•r• ,.,... 1 f.ttlo tt ... 
to 2.ico ' "'tiafact..,rl l,l aecuro pe..r&!'hrAaea . I!Cll1-:i r.e•aa.zoa wor e rcc.,lved 
thrtH~h d1s~tch·r ldero &.!"'C"'\.: .m~ one o!'flcor roco~nlr.ed a ~ 111lan 
c;!rl f or •.,r!·• ~"rio:-- d in a 'l'sin.;tao n!;htolub . 2oth Du t ch a.~d 
~ ritish aont mnny iM?ortant co~nlc•tlon~ i n tho cle~r. viu teletype 
oporo.ted in 110~ caoes b:r hal rcaato et r la . Thoy ulao por siatod, 
a.:;o.lnst Arlo r i ollJ\ prot.oata , Sn t;ivi!'l.., wldo d1 ntr1butio:l to ae rial 
bulletins in Uoubtrul lt secure codes anno•mo1nt; t ho who reabo":Jt e and 
current dn,t1na t1on; o!' ~11 a hip~ , iotC\'Jclir.; subtG.rinos . The :!avy 
w.na;ed to :ol ·:o 1\t\y or tho3e ,ocur itJ r r ob lot:'..a , bvt not .rith®t 

..Us ·ivine•·/ 

Air P~11~ on J ava. 

Snortly art~r Al:;ret F~rt arr ive t ln ~lmb&nt the raalo ln 
Jape.n broa.dca:~ t "all\ ~~t..id reso w-ith P. pt"o""lae to bo"nb lt next da:J . !io 
r&id$ WBre "Ad~ on Lo~ban~ while ho waft t.he r o , lowever, alth~•:h a 
t•ew e \ar na wor" IOIU'Ulorl . ;:non the Ad111J. ra l l e ft ro r t he Un ited ~ts.to; , 

about the "liddle o r tl.o nonth , l.is co~ln; boArd was o rde red by Vice 
A~ral ~la.efor d to M~vo to B~~doenu . Tho corleroom waa thorouron 
oatablished i !l the t.!r- cnndlti~">:'ltti :>utci-J Hav"l Co:t;'1.unlct.t1ons Cff1ce 
~,dortround, anJ re-.1nod ~~e re ur.til ordered at t ho end or the month 
to ;oTo t o Australia . ~.rinc thot rortnt~ht one~ ra! dera e~~ over 
eandoen~ al~at dally ln tho crrnln~ o r aft ernoon , rtyi,t notleeably 
cloaer t o t ho £ r our.1 t~~ they h~~ !~ ~• ~krr ~~ . c: t~rty ~!rocted 
a t ~earby a ! r flolJa, tho r~ds di~ no a ppreciable d~&S to th~ town 
&t tr:ia por if')tl ~or, lt ...,..., att'd , t., the t lrrl,lds. '!'htty we:rft whi ttl lnt; 

do~ the Dutch .u,ply o r r t thLe r planes, however• on three succoscfve 
days tho wr! ter aaw four, two , and then no ttchte r s so u9 to moot. t l1e 
11tlacj(e . <l-'1 l':ho !'"(lntl. i ay U.o r 8 ,,·er e t.:-, 1\~ftln, prosumUlJ b roue;ht in 

frou e l Gewho r .- . Th1a t\ tt r ition A'llltl inc r ~taa lnC l:f fel t W'ltil , on 
Febr"to.r:· 21 1 tho 'l"'l" iter' & last lj!l:/ i•• JtW"- , toe tett tol1 the re ·HOrC'I 
c:JlJ 13 ,. .;t.tc r a loft in t~!! t-t'-'~1('1 isle.:vl. Thor, was no 'Waj' to check 
Y,is :t'\tt.,-J)"'' .. &t t .... t!-'l . b .. .&; it A havo leon t r ue. :.a !~ .. ala:,ra , 
·~o la.c~ or O"\f'\._~1, ~~:~oters led to laC! of lo-l;er~ , rt~?l&ea· J!lt~ o!" ."t:, !.ch 
were r ereate 11. ;::,ot o~ th., c:r o·.v..·:J. b:t •.he on~rv '\t 1na !.,1:.a .... t~! )' r r-r.ccted 
f"'uolll:~.s,-stOpl , e .lCh a1 tho tt.1rf1oll flt "'.ale.n: 1"2 ,..~tel":: Java, 'bo8rore 
t.hoy OY&r COt lnt &etlon . ! ".e n&rrCTo"r.OII or t\ft: Jilt:.::! , lJke t.'tl\t of 
t ho :.:.Jayc ?-1nt ula, cc"\trl :.a t ec! to 1urprlae att(Lc'c: !"ro- t._1 tea, 
it b 1i~5 1-p~Riib-t t~ ~~~c tto er~• waMr.in~ er~u~h ~~ ~et tr."l r 
!ll"L-t&s t&.oi( lc.to t~f, atr. Fi.r~h ool\117'\ r nrtio aot.1T1ty mo.y h'\ve bee n 
r•sronsl'Dl ~ ror t.l\1.1 o1tro .. o t1r"ID11n&at ,r ao:..e or those r a.i<!1 . z:ew 
fi ,::hters could not bo l MJIOrted under tl.~J r o.m po-.'fo r 'bocau.so , ,. the 
diatancoa O\' Or ..,n• .. •J r, 'b:.~t! •.l t? \of' broul~t i n lilt~i:'a 1'\C:"OS'I ,,.., 
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Ai r «alIson Jav~ (~onti . ) 

alr~.ady t tiokl.t !'a.tr olleJ by enerv atr and aurf&co rorcea . 

Lll!.'lU:Y Md P::COS 

Thh lut r ae t roo 11 tod In ~ho alnkl-..; or uss l.IJ!CWY 
abo•t ;.:,r oll 2 , and or USS rl:C03 o:> tho da.t rollowin~; . b o. rinol 
otror t. to .;ot the vii.al fiCI.t.e r-pl uoa to Jnvn the l..A1H.i~:y was ortterod 
to ca.rry t. car .;o or P-40a to Tjilatj a; , doMrtte the risks. She was 
ca..a~nt a'bo,,t • hWl1r ed a ' lea south or hor deatlnation. by pl,..nes from a 
Jap•n••• ct..rri :.~r tuppor ted by dot troyor t and, tr the ..-riter'a tnrorma ... 
tlon 11 correct , c r ~i~ora , e.ttd aunl: by b eebe . 'tho PECOS , on rout.o to 
ColoJibo , waa dotl"lcted rro.a her co.u-a• to r oacao aurvlvors , but, after 
ehe haJ t hem ~toard, tho same tor co l&n~ ~• r too ln • fi•o-hour ~o=htnc . 

ArArlca~ destroyer• picked up th~ aurvlvora a~al~ t~t n1~ht; but 
aeveral hundred officers and~~ 4nd al! the LC:~LEY' t pl•nea were loat 
!~ th~ d~~ble otnkin; . 

Sltuat!on o~ February 26 

At mid.n!.oht of FabruAry 26 the write r, un lor orde rs t o ata.rt. 
f o r Auflt.r'\l 1tt v ir '!',!il '\tjap t~"J 1"18 Xt dA_!' , pt\!d A br i,r last vl!lit to 
!.,e ~bM.., t o collect •?:-'IC rape rs And ba,::.;a~~ t:~ .. t h"d hoon lo!"t the re- . 
:11rttin Crolzhto., Wl'\n o:t dut:1 i n tl'.o •rar r oon 'lnd Jho;red hif'll tho lntoet 
dii :'JO&itiona on the operation a ma.9o . i'ol t , w :rar'c.en1 ror Jt\:'~noso for ..:&a 
r\l l od all Str'&it a north of Jnva M <l to it.J Oa3t ar.J WC~t, o.nd Aj)peo.r ed 
aa tAr ao~th aa Chr1at~a Island . Ba li L~~ l'lr :e areas or 3u~trA wore 
1\l r .. ady O"f'errun. It was obviou1 t:h• t J'\VI ••• ncnf al::;ost co~.l~tely 
OUt off !"r outside e..id &n.i tt : t~~.t tl.O !aland't r e aistance nJSt dopend 
on th6' f o r :c1 alrea....., there. 

T j!latjap 

Tjllatjop, o~ tho oouth eooot abo.t el&ht hour• by traln 
tro• Fa..--a.doen_-; , had becoae the c}.tor od:tar.itatio·n port for personnel l eavtr'"' 
J ava. A tnit.41d tateo: ?lCLvy ho ad1·.&&.rtera u.nder Acbiral ?'u:r!lell Md 
~een 1et up t~ure as ~ ~ase Porce an1 radio 1tatlon cad nOM ad ood 
e[b&r~at!~~ to itl tuncti ona . !t ha~ ofr\cel *Dd i u.Tter 4 ln o~e vir.~ or 
t '".s onl.t li.vat..le hott.Jl and 1r 10 .. -. nte.rt:y bui l cHn!;• · Tjllatjap, by no 
~•~n• a popultr rotor~ even in ~oaoot1r.~, ~• not oquipp~d to deal with 
U11 rtooJ o~ tran11ont1 th&t doscendod on it now. At tho tln6 tho 
write r arr!•ted t'"'o or thrqe hund r~td poraone or t\11 ~nrts I!L"\d p&r~t\t•ol 'lnl 

at tt'Ad to bo qu.ar terod ln the hotel, "leep!r.c on vora.."l<la. floorA. ln tho 
loun.;e ch al ra , or e•t on tn ['IU'iced Cllrl . ::o~la boofV'I:e a t.dctly oftratorl a 
arfa!ra , to ... ,.. .. t 1-:"atlent 11ner1 hcl pe:1 thor1olvet lr. ct?'tltlh fro!'\ the 
kS t.c•.en r•.:1:o .,.., l1 o t he Jl\Ttl..."ltle ~alttrt r~ conru.se .Uj• ._to 1 t with ~ .. J'\.Y 
~•er t'lfl'l ") f' 1rty rl "-t~l· ~tU"ttt 'fl"'al lr'O'I ~l ~· fou~ht for anl ~&t.en 
I· l~• pl~ch biM< or rat~ • larr.a . The wator o~pplv I'\ thn ~•ro f•lle·l 
._. a t. t.....,ty•tt..ro• ho-•--• • le;y , " nd 10 cl1J t.l..o ~ ropr! etor, whn t.oo\- t.o 
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/.I r .lal Ia on Jan ( ~ ~•· t 1. ) 

a\ r ,.e.Jy th\c~l.' rtltr olleJ by en~rv alr and eurface forcea . 

LA!. 1t..t:Y Md ~cos 

Thlo lo.a t t' act roa Jltnd ln t.hn a1nkl"t,.: of USS t.AlZ~U.ft' 

O.bOJt ...a.r ch 2 , onJ o f USS r:CO:i oa tho dtt.J followins . I n e. rtnal 
effort. to ..;.ot t.he vi t -al r . .:;.t.or-pl tuuu: t.o Java t.he I..Atl~L::Y '1{(\S o r to r od 
to ~1\r ry • cA.r .;o of P- 4.0s to Tjilatja, , dear ito t.he r ialu . She was 
CA.a.;nt e.bo·.;t a hundr ed u lea so.Jth of hor dea tlnation by pl,..nea frona a 
J&J•L"1eao carr1 :Jr suppor t ed by de1t.royora &nd , lf t.he writer '• 1nfor ,..­
t1 on ia corroct , e r .:.i:ur a , &."'l tl aunl: t.y b nba . '!'ho P&CCS , on ro.,to to 
Coloabo , wae doft -,cte~ fron h ~r CO)-U'It to r ac.10 aurvlvors , but, aftftr 
ahe t.sJ thot. "\l:oar d , tho 1&::10 forco s&nic .. or t..oo 11'1 a five- hour to.:;b1nt . 
Ar.A r ica-a dostro:;cr a pick.od up th~ aurvlvor a a:;.t.ln th:t.t ni~ht ; but 
aever "l h·mJreJ officers Ll"\d ~n 11.n1 al! .. t-.~ u~:'"':LS"Y ' J. pla-,es were loat 
I~ th~ dcr•ble a1nicin; . 

3Jtuat!0:1 O"l r ebt'UA f/ 26 

At o.ldn!..;ht of Fab rutu·; 26 t.he write r, un ior oo·cler e to t~~ta.r t 

tor .\utP't'\1 !!l vtt" ':'.,!11"-tjap t'lf'J ..,ext dn!' , pn.'d t\ b r 1Af lflst vtoit to 
~e ·l)o.n..,. t ;> oollGCt G?;')'J raper s M 1.i bll.:.;a;~ t .1 ... t hrtd hoon lo~t "'la :-eo . 
:~rtri!"\ Croi t:hto'i. ·,~r. 0:1. tlut:,r l n U.o 'ietr roor~ 'U'Id ahooted h1r~ tho l!\tOat. 
dis!'OII1tiono on t.ha o;o r at..ions r:IA!'D · 'iol \n•N :r'\r!o-er a Co r JtL:"Anoac roret~o 

rUled all l t tait& nor th of Jn.va an\ t O itS $ ft3t t:U!J 'l'o'Ost , o.n'.J Aj)pOC. t etd 
as ftt. r I011th IU Chrlst.:::As Island. Bali 1\._"tf l'lr~tt 11roa.s of ..iu'*'!f\t r A \1'C r o 
~l r .a1y over run . 1~ was obviou~ th•t J~~~ WAI now al;Ds t co~.le tely 

out off •'r o\ltsida o.i J u J tll'lt tJ.e lll&n~'• r esistance n.u:t dctpend 
on tr.'! ro r :ca o.lrea-.t tharo . 

7 j!latjap 

Tjllatjap. oo the aouth coaat abo. t e!~ht houro by train 
rro• Pa."'\doon; , n&d bcco:ae the cr.ter od)ar~ta tloo port ror f-61'8011n6l leaYlr...c 
Java . A linl t.,.:;t tate3 ~lavy h"•d!t~t•r ~ I.Ul .. er Ad.c1r"al Purnoll h..l\11 
~eo~ aet up ~~~re a3 ~ E•s• ~ore~ L~J r a Jlo at~tlon ~d noN ad.od 
.,~.r~&t!~~ to ita functions . :t h&J ott\c•• ~d i uar ter s in 0~0 r.lni or 
t '.e only ! I va le hot•l onJ 1: 10...0 ncor t:1 bulldln:;• · 't'jllatjap. by no 
rro e.na a pt)puliJ. r r~aor t evon in ~eaootima-1 , Vflll not ettulpy.Jd to dot\l ·tri th 
tho t loo 1 o" t r a.naients t h&.t de.scondod on t t now. At the tino t.ho 
wr i t e r a rrlvod two or thrQe hund: r~d J\O r aone o!' f\ll .. ..,rtJ ll.,d f'lt~~Jue:.l?ne 
aoo~od to 'bo quar te rt~d in tho hotel , 'tlOOSiin.; on vcrani1A floor ft , lu tho 
loun.;o ohai r o , or evon in pn.rko4 o1\ra. :.·o~l• ~OCt\."".8 s t. rictl}· cL\fotorh. 
8ffa1r= . in ".1'-!l.t 1-;'Btient 11nor a ~u; ) J tJ thOrJOlvos tr. C r~w:la tron the 
1($ tc'":on t"l:'l,:o w"tllc t he J'lV!L'1oae ':'1'&1te r a rt~.."\ eonf•u;e :Uy "''to-Jt wl th f'l!"']'tt.y 

teor b.;.tt.lc~ '"' r ~ !.rt",; pltttea . ""~trmer ..._. ro ~1 ·· fou";ht ror ant ~taten 

t· tho pitch bl~o~ or r&l~ al~rna . The water aupplv 1~ ~~o t~~~ f~lod 
abo 1t t:nnty-tl-.:ae ho!l:-s a Jay. "~J 10 '1 J H~flt : roprl etor, ~o took to 
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T jilotjop 

h i s 't:ed to t\void cor:pl&lnts and deJM.nJa ht cnul i "\(it sa~!. e ty . l'ea.n· 
whi l e the Out ch Cl•Jb dcHrn the atr~ot -..~ c ra.-.d wt t.h civil ian ret\atto1 , 

kftJ ~senJer ahtpa ~ittnt in che r !~er ror orJera served • • floattnr 
hote l• for e~e o• ertlow. 3 ,000 q.A.Y. per or~•l fro~ Stn~apo~t , wovnd•d 
o trlce r a a.nd ~"' ff't) U. S . S • . t-tl.!~~ . Alll~d wo"ll:a and chlliren, 

Standard 041 .. nand cor resp~P·O"ta all IAt Aro~j wattl~ for tr&neporta­
t loo t o Cey l on or A~atr.Jto . 

Ame r ican navAl peraonno\ w.~ ~olnv eva~ut\tod by all Me&nl 

avll \ l ·t· ·'"" · i nohutlne r1.~ ~ .. i,es ~ a·Jr tl\oo 1h\.p1 Md :suaplanos. The 
aub~rinc~ ftnto ro~ tho r iver MOuth ~t n1~ht , recoivod their pae~en4era 
and s a i l ed t or Fro~tle . Pl~e p~•~~,;or s bo~r1et ~r ttiah Ovora~~s 

Ai~s Co rporation l&~pl~~~ in the ovon!n; an\ too~ orr tor Auatr&lia 
at f irst li;V>t . ~h:ro a ailed at ho 1r4 calc\lht oJ to ~;et the" .oll owt.y 
rro: le.n.;S Oot:Jr•J d.aW"\. th ... ! r dee..cs: blM..:etft1. K1. th !"AIJ:O~ora t.ry1n; • ., 
~l•~p . T.-o ,.,enl"'\~1 ln a·.tceossi~"'\ th,. wr lto r raJ.o r ea:!y to board a 
aub•"»r ino. 'b·1t N&a t.oll just bef-:.r o tal ll.n.;•tl-e t-)j~t wo!.lr !o l ttr other 
mor e oress1~~ c - ••• h• d t~ken u~ all •~ace . An oftor or a r i1o tO 

'=ol o.bo i n u7:; .s. f ... cos 'KIU deci."te:i b~e" 18!1 Porth W&3 his obje ct!•• ... 
lt-~cidl y ror hi"ll , •• it tumec! t)'lt . /.t tht.· lfl"t lcln:.lte o~. tho second 
ov~nin~ he wa• ee~t &board & P.C. A.C. ~l~e with t.hreo AMeric'n naval 
avl at nrs who h~d •rpeor~~ in TjilatJ•? thot orte rnoon . lt w•• nn thlo 
plnna th~t hu mot ~onorul Gor Jor. Ponno tt , rerorrod to elaoNhero . 

'II. AU~TRI.LlA 

Broo~ 

An hoar o r two arter tho l"l· ~ook orr tho nan ~rnl"\& 

i t fl $w, •~ 6000 reot ~t rectl~ over a Ja paneafJ r~••l flyinu-bo•~ · 

Appartt!"':.ly the enov' il1 rtot "'lot l.c:e , for -.ot.'tio.c: T"tl)l teJ fro the 
l ne ido·:tt . At "bout 1430 the taro ret! oc'\at o f .Ai~la tralia wa.a ai~hted. 
a.nd a shor t tl.w late r the pl't..no waa :~et 4om a'lout two milea f ro• 
ahor e . The beach a t eroo~ 1• ext ron~lt aho~l ror a 6r eat way fro" 
l artd . Th~ r~ \ a A ~4- foot ti~al r 1so and fall , ft~oori!,$ to • ~~ ttve. 

ror tu.rut.toly tho 'liOt"'r .-aa hi;!1.at tno t\ :'!1'l or it W'lulJ hrwo boon nuoeaaery 
to xal lc wi .o:h t ho lu.,:.;o..;o ac rosa a mi l& o r ~or"' ,r ·o;ot s:&.nrl a~1 Cl lly . 
}.1 lt N'as , f. CO •ln&tton Of dinu,hy &nli r'l •rlin• •ChOODOT WR.I l&ed tO 
br 1n& the paaae~;e ra t o the soaw.rd end or ' lon;. h!~h ptor. A e~r~ 
or Toon~rv.11• trai~ c•rrl~J tho paasonr.era aJhore alo~ tho top o. 
th' 1 struot·aro L"\d H!J tO tlote v i\l&..GO, " tot.d ~lat.anCO , p-nrh&!'l o O( two 
.. 11f"s. :Xoert tor ol\rt tr~cr-s aer '!Jia t"~~'~ -toaert •·"~ a .. ..,rt1·1 oo ~·hte4 

at r rteld thls . ,roar•d to be t"e o~l wa~ ~~ o~t r Fr~~ r~~· :~· o t­

a!~~ wrr\ i. 

~ tr•i"~ .JroppeJ ? &S l"f\;:';O rl at tht' .otol 'Jovorno r ~roono 
•r1 :;r An1 •iotflf l Co,t.if1"~"~"'tt.t , fin~tlly sto pin tlt th'"J co 1rt hfi.J ft. A. 

E .O. " · '= · a gont hit\~tod tho wr 1ter 1n tt'l•t ho•.e ,:-a i-O arl ruhe r ovar­
n.1Jht . !\"oo-t wa1 to be hAd <tt the Hotel Continental .!own th" ro•d . 
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FCr'ET 
!fert acr aln&, A/"ter an ex t re•ly hot nlttht teatur tnc ve ry 

abl e moaqu1toea {wdlch prea~ly &••• t he writer bla aub••1U•nt a~taok 
Of don~o ) , ho and t ho t hroo &Yl&toro walrod to tho ai rflold 0~ t ho 
edce or town to ••• about tranaporta tioD t o Perth. Thll rteld oonela ttd 
or a lin&l• s traight run~, ha rdened but covered with red ~vat tha~ 
t'OIO ln oloud l f r o"ft the alip-ltrtiJI O f ev&t"i p la.no , laJ.d o~lt on I. larce 
oroo oluarod or oogobruoh and par tly CrAeood , Tho fl ~ld ltoolf wao 
too aort !'or largo ptaruu, two or which were havin; t ho1 r wheel• ~Jus 

out when t he par ty arrived ~ They hAd aunk in up to tho hubc• r • on 
loavi~~ the runway, ~~rl t horearter all plunoa ~ero llnod up on t~• 

•44• or t ho hllrdon.ed au_rfa.co. The landecapo turrowui1nt the field • •• 
l evel •• f•r aa th~ eye could ••• and aet no noticeable limit to 
enta r t e=en t or t he Air por t , if r.ooded. The only bulld~nt wae a corru­
t •ted iron ah&d at one end ' ' tto runw.y . too eo&l l to abetter larce 
pl~~e• an~ devoid of machinery or toola, it wae be~ ~•d •• a &•~oral 
-itln~&-roo• L~J otowago opaoo, A. I}U&nti ty of full &u oHuo d,...,. 
waa apread oTer a l&r6• area ~t t he a1do or ~~ building. They had 
boon ?&lntod a bril l iant scar let •~ ~lr place or or igin, for ooao 
unh&D~ reaaon; there •• ~ no palnt ln &roo~& with ~leh to render 
them .. 0 1 1 attractive. Tot e ther with the rO'If Of l arge pl~OI, which 
could not leave tho rurtway , they pretonted •• appeal in; • tarcet to 
hootllo o\ roon a s mi~ht bo deviaod. Airfield Defense wu ~ho rooponoi­
billty of Lloutenant Colonel Vance, U. S. Arrtr~~ l.ir Co r?• • whooo oole 
woapona for th1a purpose wore o1tht . 60-oal . mechino- &UD• without 
mouoto or o.ny ldnd whi ch had boon dol1ve rod tho doy boro ro. It ••• 
three days later that Broome ·waa bo~bed and w~chino-gunned , for tho 
rtrat timo , with caaual tioa of Abo~t 400 per aona end nino B- 24• or 
Ply1nt Fortresse s . 

Tho Ucitod Stetea ArV;y ~• alao tn char&o ot tranalt h~ro. 
Conoider1nc t ho rac1litioo thof handlod it well, for about 150 
lllilltary and civili&n t ranol onto woro 110vod by plano t o d\ot&nl; polnto 
in the thirty-six houra the wri ter waa i n Br oo.e . 

{ 

At this time it ~• lo~rnod thot ono or t-o B.C.&.: . planoo 
wnlch had followed the writor'o fro~ ~Jilatjap. h•d f ailod to arrl••· 
It ia believed no·w that Co-r.andor Uur phy, toroer t: . S. ::avsl Cbaerver 
at Sancla.Jcan, W&a aboard. He ta the onlJ FAr ~atom =:ev-sl Ot-ae"er 
who waa l ott t l :t all those ::o•tomonta . 

httor w&itin& til l late in tho afternoon for a plono boun1 
1.~ the direction of Porth thu wri tor and h1a coq>a.nions wero tol d thiLt 
non• would l eave be ro ro the next d~. They aocor dln&lY wont ba o< to 
t own to &ot a o"~".ethlnii t o eo.t 1\nd waah otr tho rod cud ooopoUildod ot 
pe rap1 rat1en L~d dust. Br oome haa no rain nino .ontha in ~~ year, th• 
hotel coul d t herofora offer only • ahowor of very •tacnant Wftter from 
a eun-hoa tod cia tern . Since it waa not yet dinnor-ti~ the ~&1 cone1et4d 
ot aarJ1~• aandwichos, oar~Al a , onooeo &nd r roah l e30n&do, round in 
a dry,oo<\o otor o wit.'> a oodo-foW>t.a !n. 

Perth 

At Ol30 th., next £10rnln& a b.- %4 took t;,e tour naY&l otticera 
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~ECRET 
Neat -arnLnc, after an extre .. ly ho~ oi&ht feat~rinc very 

able .. aquitooa (which praau;ably c ave tho writer hia aubaequont attack 
or denu~e ), he and t he t hroe aYiator a walked to tho airfield o~ t ho 
ed~e or town to aee about tronaporta tioD to Pe rth. Thia rield oonaiatod 
or a •in&l• atralg.ht r unway , hardened but cover-ed with red duet thllt 
roae in ol ouda fro~ the alip-etream ot everY pl arte , laid out on • larce 
Oro& Ol uared Of oagobruah and part ly sr•tood. rho fl•ld itself WOI 

too sort ror large pl~~·· · two or which were havin: their wheel• dus 
out when the party arr i ved. They had aunk in up to tho hubcara on 
leavinl the runway , and thereafter &11 plu.neJ Kere lined up on tho 
•d.:• ot tho hArdon.ed surface. Tho landecape Jurrou.nd1nt the field wa1 
level &I far es th~ eye coul d ••• and aet no notleoable limit to 
enlarc•~nt of t ho al rport, if r.eeded. The only bui l ding waa a corru­
e ated !roo lhed e.t O:."lO end C. ~ tt.e 1"\l.Dlt'a)'• fOO •rA}l to aheltctr l&rt:e 
pl~~•• and de•old of ~ehinery or t ool•, lt--. heLQ: ~•d •• a &•~oral 
wol Un.t-rooa an d a towar;e apac>e. A quantity or full ~uolino dr.mo 
wu aprea<l over a lar;e area at the o!do or thh b ulld.ing. They had 
been palnted a bri lliant scarlet at their place or origin. ror aooo 
unh~~ roa1on; ther• ••~ no paint 1n Lroo-e witt ~ich to render 
thea •••• at1:ract1...-o. To~ethor with the ro-. of largo pluos, which 
oould not leave tho runW&y , they 9reaented a.a appoalic; a tarcot to 
hootilo olrgen •• mitht bo dovioed. Alrf!old )ofonao woa the reaponai­
bi l ity or Lieutenant Colonel Vance , u. s. A~ Ai r Cc>r pa, whOIO aolo 
woapona for thla purpooo woro o!r;ht • 60-c>al. mchlno- sun• witho..tt 
mounts Of ~y kind whi ch had bOOn do l!vorod tho day beforO. rt W&l 

throe da:f• later t hat Br oomo was bombef'l e.nd r:nac::hino-z:Wll'led , for thft 
first ti~. with caoualtloa or about 400 pe raono and nino B- 24a or 
flyinG Fortroaaoa. 

Tho On ltod Stattl Ar~ ~~ ll•o in charge or tr.n•lt here . 
Conaidorlnc the facilitioa t hey handled it well, for a~t 160 
IIJ.llt•ry and o1YU1...n tran1lent1 wore CDOVOd 'by plane t o -::itata:\t pointe 
1n the thlrty-aix ho~ra tho wri ter Yal in BrooMe. 

( 

At ~~is ti~ it waa learned that one or two B.C. A. : . pl.noe 
wnich had followed tho writer'• tro~ 7Jilatjap h'd foiled to arr ive , 
It 11 bolie•ed now that Co ~~der UUrphy, former C. S. :av&l Cbeerver 
at Sand.t.k.a.n . ns •bo.t~.rd. He 1• t.he onl; Far !;aatern ::a .. al 0"'••"•r 
Who waa lost j~ All those :..;o•roJIOnte. 

After woltin~ till late in the ortornooo ror a plone boun1 
l.o the direction or Porth thu ,.,.i tor and hla CO!IIPN110ra wero told that 
none would leave berore tho noxt d~. They AOcordingly went bac < to 
town tO &Ot &O r'f'.ethin~ tO eat "nd wa•h ofr the rod OUt CO.QpOW1dOd o{' 

porapiration and duet . Broome hae no rain nine ~nth• in t he year; the 
ho tel could t hor oror 8 orrer only a ahowo r or v~ry •tAtnAr.t water from 
a au.n-hoatod oJ•t,orn. Since it., •• not yet dli'\O.or-th:.e the neal coneieted 
ot JarJino •~dw1choa. caram.la, en•••• and rroeh lemon&do , round in 
a drt,oo~a •tore ~th a aoda-tounta.n. 

At OJ30 th., ne:a.t no min£ a JJ-~4 too~ tue fo~.tr naTal officer a 
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• ECr- -r 
._J i\t:. 

FIJT th (Contd . ) 

and a nudber of Ar~ wounded to Por th i r about f ive houra. R. A. A.P. 

offlcero at~&¥ (f) Al rdr& e, twe~ty ciloa (ro~ town , welcomed 

t~er cordially with cold beer , • car dr 1Yen by a . • A.A .P. yo~~ lady, 

LDd ot her uo e rul Aaeiatanoo . 1ho avt•tors took quarter • at a hotel , 

while the 1tT1ter rop~r tod to Caphln l'ol!Jr Stwq>, 'J . S. !! ., who had 

arr1Ye~ & 1hort While betoro fro· Jeva . '~~1ral ~laasfori and the 

rest or the starr were ox~octod bJ planu •~I 1ub~rine 1 ~ a row lays . 

T~• l~diate problen waa to arrant• a head1uartora for 

trM~ral ClaJafor d 11 s~uthweat Pacific Co~n1 . ~ich C~pt~\ n ~tunp 

procoodooi to f'jo t.y ron tin.; a r100r tt.lfi A hill r Of thtt lar~05 t of fico 

tail ~ tr..; i!" t.own L''\lS o r d4)r 1n_; f arnlt•Jre , t_,t.pl1onea •wt a pri•1ato 

11:-.o to t.:olbourno l natalled. . Th~ A·tatr rllal'\a 1t:.70l'1ed in these 

t ranaacti ona r ondo rod e•1er -y poaaibl e OOIJ..rtes:t and aaalata.nce . Di a .. 

po•••• ••d t•nanta ~ot o~ly .07ed out vro~tl. ~~rl with sood g r &co , but 

helpod t heir dispoaaeaaora 1~ any w&y theJ c~~ld to coTe i n ; while 

dep~r ~ment atoro" rushed o rdero out or houra artd telephone orrtclals 

'broke rulea. :t waa c.wttto very clea.r tl:At tho 1Jnlted Statea !iavy wu 

weleo·• in forth . 

Uniforl:ll 

CNln,: to a1n:C1n;s and s ·Jd.den de:art'Jres hardly u Aoorlc.a.rt 

ofrlcer or rr.an no..v hed p rope r o1oth!n,c . A'r.ti rlcan ah tpa 1 .• the tl r ea had 

lonJ bee~ Olt of atoe~, ~~d t'e variotj of d rea a tho personnel tahoro 

were obli.sed to • Pt·•ar ln ws.s r e':IArable to behol oi bealde• beir:,: W'l• 

sui ted t" tho cool eli:r-.hte of southe r n Australia. An tmportMt dlscov•r:r 

ln Perth . t~e reforo , was that o r a untror~ factor able an1 wtllint 

to copy ~rlcan untror-~ an~ •••n t4 ~~e told ~~ al l •or thread 

ettblofl'..a &nd dov1coa fro. 1Mpl'!la . Al tho'.J,:h naeh r tahed by their own 

;nvernmnt contr acts , thie fi r "!'i most o'bli t inc;lJ aet. about t h i s work, 

evon fin:il!"::: a -et.al cone-ern to ~~• cU ea ro- .~rloan b•Jttona . 

!:etv., rthelOI& , lt il certa in thl'lt & u.r:;o 0~ U."lifor l"t 11)1;.alp:':'!'tnt of all 

k"inda woul d bo thl\~'~f'..a.ll:f roooi vod b!l oJ r forces l n the Par !:ast and 

~·tld •-!-! to ~h~i r ood'ort t ap ea.r-.nee and ~elf·r~a~et . 

Or-de r :a 1:or:10 

! he co""tctntrat ... o~ ::'l Pertn ar.1 ?ro...ntle ,f officora p reYioul ly 

aea.tterod t hrc ... ;~ :-Any Pnr ..,_:stern port.• p ro 1.!C<Ji a plot !•Ora !"or 

~he et&ff job• no~ &Tail ~blft . On Uaroh 6 , aft• r a week i n Per th , 

the wrt t~r 'n'&l order•d to rat•u-r. to ~he •·n!ted i~•t.•a for r e aas icnment . 

He C"''~ht the tro.nsco:ttln•ntc.l traL"l that afternoon. 1f-t tl1 Co-:-::an'!ler 

Slaweon , for••~Jr iy fjaval Ol;aerve r in eatavi fl. , a.nd Liouten&nt Pelter:lill'11 

frt) 1 s~"~a,ore , bo~11 o!' whoo ha:1 bo.en o r -dor gd to rarort to , . .,lktour ne . 

Tl.• O"ll 1'\ter•at.t.n~ feat.1r• of tho train jo..J.rtHt] east, r,;ich 

ta:• aer 'lsJ an endleta ex. &t~ao ot bare . dr J pla in o r iesert, -..a t.bo 

ttaoove r y tha~ no 1~•• than tour oh,~uo• or ~t~ck-~a~,. ooour at at4te 

liJ\il te--woe"\ Pe~ ..._~d 4lbour ne . Tt.h a'rtoual c:o~::~ Ucatea 
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• ~ECRET 
Trkok GkuGe• (Contd . ) 

~·~~~t• ot war materl a l e aoro11 Auatr alla , 1lnce they moat ba load•d 
ond unloade d at e ach shift In !k~ce. 

U. S. S. IIOUJIT VYR::ON 

I t wu ~earnod that U. S.S. IJOU!IT VF.RIJON, prior to returning 
t o the Uni ted Sta too, woe dioombkrking 5000 Auatralikn t roopo rrom the 
Near ~aat in Adelaide . Tho ~i•or join~d he r there, ~ccordin&ly. on 
lr&aroh 10 , Md e./tor an uneYentful • oyqe 'Yi& New Zealand reache4 
Son r ranoioco on Karch ~1. About 170 officoro wero b roucht homo on 
tht a trlp , t~e ~jority a•iator • or su~l•or• from aunk ahipa. The 
orotwhllo co~~din$ orticoro or U. J . S. P£C~~ and L.\S~LEY were aboard, 
u woll aa !Lra. Sayre, U'\Co or tl>o Hi:;h Co.Unionor to tho Phllllpplnoo, 
with a ~J or civillona r ro- Corro~idor. 

VU . St.~'!T 

A br ief s~~tement or the Cftno rel l.proaa ion br ou&ht a~y fr~ 
these crO":tded evente sooc:~ tho bett wa:,' to a~1&e auch variety. 
The in-:_, ree 'Slon i e t;M.t tho Onltod State• must rely on it.solr a lone 
to win the Pacltio ~ar And, after it, the Peace . Its efforts wil l be 
abetted no doubt, by tho Britioh, Dutch , Chinooo , and , possibly, tho 
nuaoiane; but only so far ~• the pr ioary inter oatd of thoao powora 
dlcto t e . 

Tho writer bolloYeo th't tho Br ltloh, Colonials and Mil itary 
alike , aro ~re concerned to prevent poet·war d1tloeation of their 
co~rce than to help win 3~rrent b&ttlea; and th•t they will extricate 
themaelvea bJ political ~eu•ert a pplied to their t r iendt &I much •• 
by ~11tery onoa • o•ina t thei r foea . Th is 11 deaonstrated by their 
ref"tu &l a t firat to a.d:ait \lle f'ul nWIIbera of Chineae troops int o Pur• , 
... •.ch Sritish officer s e;cpl"if\ed tO the writer was c aused by fee._r tnat 
t he C~inese si~h~ be h"rd to d1alod&e Qo~rclally after ~he war. Yet 
al.ultaneousty th$y were allowin ~ the 8ur .. ae Governaent to colt~ct 
dut y on lend- lease o~s for China fr~ t he United States. Thoro la 
r.o 'lllllntlon a.aons t'he 8r 1t1s~ o!' thei r debts t<1 tho United State1, but 
they t8~~ it for ir&nted t~At al l th~lr poaaetllona ~d proq~illtea 
will be returned intact When the war la ove r. In 1hort, t hey will 
accept milt te.ry aid in thoi r poli. tico-ocono.=ic warfe.re .. but onl~· at 
their own price. It would b(.f ntt.lvo or t.ho United Stetoa to OYorlook 
tho poot-vr~r lrplicotl.,no or thl• a ttl t••d~. 

The Dutch will a\,n expe~t ret•ar"'' of thei r coloniel , b•..tt they 
will fit;nt w!lolo-hoartodly ror then. To the J•~· '-'tch . tho r:etho r\Mdl 
Ea1t Indies are ho38 r•ther th~ a co~rol•l vont~re, &nd they ~r• 
aliYe t~ tho nocoas,ty or ua1~~ force to expel the J&pL~o•e . They have 
tou.:;.ht hard &nd effioiontl;• ao fAr; whother t hey 'Will contin.Js to do 
ao once th~y haYe the ialaa~a baok wll l io~btl••• te~nd on their 
oon!idonce •~ t~e ~eter31nat1on nr tho Cntt~d rtatea to eettlo the 
Jap~~·•• ~naoe tor &ood . 
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~Ctic.T 
To the Auetral lans ~ solid underat&ndln~ ·~th tho United 

State• on t he tuture or ths wholo Paci ti o a rea ta t-),e: iaaue . Their 
rolatlonahip ho~oeforwllrd w1 t!l tho Sr lthh ~ira •••u to oo!lcern 
t hor far leea t han the poaelblllty ot auoh an undorat~din:, &n~ 
encour~e:ent in that direction from thia country ahould do auch to 
onllot their t horouthto1c& IU?FOrt. I 

I•/ J , s. I.'OS!!Ea , 
Liontona.nt Com.-u.nder-. U. S. N. R. 
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1 , !'he rtl'Olll$ oolloenU'at.101l o:f h~ne• • n-o1'-.-r 

a~~4 u.mapor1;a llinoa t.he a io\4le o:f l'ellor\lm7 1n t.M ••aar­
~o4art area ra1n4 the IIW"'IiM t.Mt. rroa t 'l1e area, an at.tao.lt 
on Eloat Jaft ooul4 be expaota4 . (Attar>o~~T4a 11> *Pl'Hra4 tMt 
ita 4ut1Dat.1on •a 'f1aor aiMS Bali. ) #.1'tar the -~t10D f4 

,._leatan., noonnah•noe 1n the SoU1>b Cb1Ja Sea •~ that 
a atr0114 oruJ...r aqua4ron •• coaoenU"at.illl$ 1n t.ha Anllll'blla 

IalaDIIa. • • aat~ua that th1a unit 1110ul4 fora the OOftrilll$ 

t oroe tor a landinS fleet coll1113 t'r1>11 Indo Cbina and bound :for 
l en Jaw , 

2 , Gra4ual1To there baa b .. n for..4 • lll'eatarn ..;tr111:11'!4 

l'oroa (W. a .'P. ) 'baH4 on 'fan4jOf13 Priolt , ana an ':eatern &trUd..ai. 

l'oro• ca. a.f'. ) 'biiHd on uOlln'baJa . l't• w. s .r. •• axpacta4 to 
ooi'Uiin of the Br1t1ab oruiaora no'bllrt , &xder, Porth, of IIOIM 

oruie«ra of the D Olaee and o:f 11M lrit1ah 4eatro:rera llaotra, 

oi)U1ter, EnoOUJrtv , ~ana renactoa. 

The a.s.r. ahould be formed oat ot Aaer1oan and 

fatherland unite, n•• ctaRu,par , ~. 1'roap, Jlouaton and .Phenix , 
baa14aa 5 Amartcan ctaatrozara and .latherliUid 4utrozer• 11"• 4a 
With (liil) , Drtanaar (&'tr) , Piat lla1n (Phn) , and llanoltart (ln. ) 

llounon jo1Da4 the li .B.f'. on l'11llr.Jar7 2~ , (4oin41 
oon•o:r auu .. baton 1n t.he Xoa,PAJ~&-Dilrwin area), tlh1la Phenix 
aeYer naor..a the Jna Ilea ) • 

' · 011 • bnlar7 19'11, tbll ·~ lan4a4 at t.ba aaat 
oCMiat of ilal1J 4urtn.J the n1aht of ''bruar7 19th and 20th, t he 

I f'. (tri\< "' lio3t.oll) at.taob4 tba A~M rorcae 1n o~t 
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x-ou:. Dur1J\a tbo tollofllln nl&h'' • aotion, rro.p ,.. bedlJ" 

... ,_, aDII. P1ot fta1n ,.. IIWik. One One.IQ' cruiNr bl- up, 

a~or "1JI& h U b)' torpe«oea. lihUe a&nber JapaneH oxuiaer 

all4 a 4oll'troJeL we.re ... UII..J hi\ 117 'carpe4o aD4 &\lll t ire. 

4. On the toll00111A& U:t o lanok.rt t,Ot a 41.reot hit 

durin an a1r attaolc an4 •• bedlt u-sed ao ~hat aiw ooul.d talto 

no tw·ther lMU"' in tho oporatioM. 

5. On l'obr\lll.r7 25th, the EM" • .,... -JIOoM ot t ho 

oruiaor" lltr. , J,.., Houno:n , 5 U. I .A. 4oatro,Terll an4 2 Jo\l:ler­

l&ncla dootro,Taro c•··· l'tr) . thia ~. ~ MacArthur re­

ported, that on hbl"Wlr,r 2oth a etro113 Ja))ftllttao oonoontnltion ot 

a bo\R 100 llh1pa .... Non neer tolo (6\U.u X..la:nola) . Pro tl\U 

lflolli£or:c., ,.. oonoludet that tho -in Japo.noee at'taOl< ooul.4 be 

oJ<pooto4 tlxrou&h .. trait -caa..ar. booutinS plftl'M'a in tho Oo'tth 

China Sea tU4 not report An7 ono111 11otion • 

.ur raoonnaJ.aaanoo 1n ll trait koaoaar on :robrua%7 25th 

nl)Orted a otron.,s tranoport nan ot 11bout eo ahipa £0111& so.nh. 

'!be ouet rua"r .... not rnoalo4, a1oco tbll r eportiJig plane ... 

attark~d an1 loat . 

6 . In oonooq•1onoa ot t iU.a report , tho 1'!1!otor. !'llnh, 

nootra , JQJ>iter aD4 E' counter toert ar<loraa to join tho ~. 1'ho.r 

arri't'M at :.oarabe,ra YollrwlrT ~6tb . 

1. Hobert and 2 or..daora ot t.ba D Claaa ata,yo4 1n 

oatarn Java Su b caUJOo ot a poaaible alU"p%'iao a'ttaclt trOll 

Strait llllnbl a transport tloet bait~G aaraablod in t ho area 

~••b&Da-lbr.tclc . 
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a . .t.1r r eoonna1•- 1Jl Cle Jaft Sea roJIGL\04, h'llru­
_, 26tla, aa 0 auq ~·~ nee~ ot abou~ '0 atUpa ...ar .lroo4a 

C!N1.oer . a r . , 
•• orf.ore4 to attoolr turin& ni~,.ht 26-n ot J'abTURr'f • hllf. len 
lo..r&'boJ* ~e'brllary 26t h at 1800, • ._ a .,.••P al"n t'lol lort!l ooen 
of :OIIttn as tar aa litrait &apoed1 and l"e'ttlrnfod on ""'bl"uu't 27th 
•1tll l' .. tern oourM ~p to ""~~'~"' Ur:a , .t thDilt aelli.n the ·~. 
It t. ~tot !mown wh.J the n . o . •II• thta - P inlrtoad of haa~ 
~t 1'-:tr tho OJHI'I;J • 

Pr .. tl:lllbl.¥ 0 he u)'eOtl!~ the llll:ld1nc duriJI& tlW 
n1pt of h l>J:WU7 26- 27 on th.'! llartb -at o:t .lladura ao4 near 
Reaban& o an4 t...-.<'1 to Ideo th4 a-., 1'loot b7 poahinc to tl» 
lort>waat . 

n eat of """ut 20 lhipa oonnd b)' cruiaera and lleatroTOTO near 
the uout!Maat oo .. t of S-tta a~t 100 ..Uea nort'l of .. taY1.a , 
oourao ' 45, lo" epeod . llur1.ng the ni/lht 26-'n "•ln"llar7, 1.ho ro­
•1ll111a part of t he t!Sf'. •cl• a Otr841]1 tr~ llatana to lltrait Jltlnka 
• 111hout aae1JJG thl aneJQ. !t put 1Dto l'&Z14jon& Priolr llur1n& 
f ereJlOOD of the 27th of "abruar)' . Since air rocoruw.iaeanoe that 
lla..r tU not report 81'17 •ne., llhipo, Oobt-rt , Da!l8e , l'ra,;on &Del 

4eat:To7ero :lc011t and '!'anedoa, attar rofltal.in.l! ,..re eet to 
I~UatJap. Da1\¥ air raih on '!'an43ona l'riolt an4 4w1J141111& 
tuolatook co~pellocl tb1e doo1a1on. 

10. Oil hbr-.1&1'7 :nth, a atl:OJIB air raco-haanoe 
reported t breo 41rta1ona of ~·~to aco011pan1e4 b7 ooYU"1.1:1i 
t'orc.a on tl.o1r -.y to ~at Ja'ftl 1'l'OII tbo area .... ellll-AroMa 
Ialanda, 

(a ) A &l'OUJI of a bu.at 20 tro.niiJIOn• oo.,.rod 
b¥ lloa~roJer• 
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(b) J. &J'O.&J abJ\.11. 2) t:nnaparta CGY6red b7 
S erubat·• n1 4 a at r yera 

(o) 

(d) 

A. uoup abO .. \ J; enira ot 41n'aron\ t:pea 
to the l aat ot ar~ I 

()ne cru1aer ,.n4 t1110 • e atro7er11 a~ abo\R 
10 a llu 4Ut enoa froa sroap 1 o •Ill"., 225 

t he oolu.r.na (aJ (b) (o) "era l\oad1u out b. 

11 . lor a juat un1aratondin5 of the &enaral el tUAti on, 

it i o necaa&ar7 to at ta that inta11~enoa ~•l~r ·a on t he 26t h 
1 ... _ 

o~ hbruary a· -~~ 14 J-;>aneae cru.ia~ra , .....,nt; ••• oral IIM"7 

o:ruiae.re, in the &rei! :aatern Java 3ea, ~ean, :lD11.1 anarwu-•a , 

i t appeered. t.hat at l .. n t oJT ore Japeneea or.daera • er• u 

rout e t o •••t JaYa, 

12. The Lyt . , after lte &woep a l onu t'e J aYa ooa-'• 
boiJ\4 Oil t he point tO alltal" SollTil'ba;ta , 1'IIU 1.ntora"d. oJ: the 8Ma7 

poa1t1on and received tho or J or to attack. thn oo1u\n, in line 

a bead , 11&8 !orHd 111 tla .. ~ar (Pl &.sl uater , li>Witon , .l';trth and 

JaYa . c . 0 . tlif'. (hov Ad 1.ral DuorMn) ordered the .Jio:ltiah 

&M l ath,.rlftn4 daD .r.l1era to fora a scnen o :Tent ot the 

or >1aera, 51Doe tile Lutoo, 4ea1.rc)'era, at l.iw n oaont thai re-

cel•d t liia order , "ere al.ro <!7 t>et"een the L.llA t~e14a , \baH 

'0'011301& 414 n<>t auooaa4 reacMq their polite in ,.,. aoraan, rna 
a .... A . d&atro,yor divioion ill line anead, t an.d t bll r oar. fha 

course waa '10-> , upeod 24 tnota, " nich -~~ ,;ra<\0Ulll7 1noroa H4. 

The aneq •a• a1&hted at 16 .10 (Java tiu) brar10& llorth,..at on 

i an COID.'aa , OUr lllJ.~;o ohUta4 on a parallel o •ur .. and opaDe4 

tire a~ 16.15. 1'ba rOJ·OrU "ith rat.ard t o t he a"\.ren~b ot the 

ana~ are uncertain, hnh re}orted ~ or 1••r• e>f \be 5ell4.a1 

Clau tolle>n4 b7 tlfc aon1 or..dcera atl4 l' 4aetro,.r•. ~iter 

•ntl~ned t.o battlaonlp• , tour or aenn o:ruiaar• ao4 •••oral 
hatro;,.re. Regraded Unclassified
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A 1oe1ns tl;rlnc t'artrl' .. rerorte4 tht" eno:~~Y fora. at 5 or nloera 
aD.i 12 deat=)'· ra. Jfon Uta!¥ '-'•• .. ~. •• :1~1n a .ro...-M 
'torr· ot: .,..., h~t~.,. cr-.11sera , t~e 11.:-t or Jbara a../1 1' •••­

tro:tara , .Ln t.w.l srol.IP• or ~ and 6 -..a .. la. 
Fire ,... o;pe:aec! at a d1at noa or }0,000 ~·· the 

ra11p daona a1n0 attar sor,.a tiJaa t o :~ ...,o;;o 70r<l11. All the • J1pa 

flied Yt.-.1417. nouaton 1e .-paolsll)' ent1 """ rur l1t r ra}<14 
Nra at t he rato or 'al"d t; •1-.o a a •~tal 4e~er ,." alae 

re orto<l to 1'..11'"' been t:1r1n~ ri'J lilly , 

16. Tbe Allied •~•~oyere could n~ t •baar-rv lflt h o•r­

te11'ft7 t he or ·eot o! o\11" (.'lltot'1re b<>a.\1'58 C!e J ~'"""• a; ,rtl;r 
aner the be~nn1J14 or the lAittle lal.A! a h..av1 •oob eoren, 

. A .... ral ....ry hiS}! a.o1ce oolUlllle ... re ee en, the 

bear1ns ot Whlon did not a ltar, ao4 P~l oh 41tieled vurl .uoh 

rraa urr aoke roreen. Prol>llbl:r 1.1 e M h1Dl oolu:::na lfer. ~­

JtlJ>&DeH .t\lpe hit b1 ~un fire an(~ e blaae , flnfl of •llr lanoe 
n ,.orted to lu'vn ,. .. n "evoral f1eroely burnil'ljl tll881 lhipa . 

17. !2le • .,.. .. 1 1n tbe ~61D,.1n.s o"noentrated on cia 

~er, .... on tt.~:r etrac'ld.lf'd t hlo endear atld Exeur, wit hout 

t.1tt1D10 tbe.U ta.r~t . &'lly'ter obaene4 annal MlYo..e ot 15 
.... uo,Aoo..~re.iDs to ut.!:l , t he Jape u•.., R. ~ . • . for c<AI'\r oll.lna 
tbelr ,.un Cire at extre~.a t'llDA•· !lith de llii t h nj)(ll"ted •potteT 
:planea , tiD .._.,ioh ahe opeJWf nre un .. .>Oceaa:t\.11 y , 

1&. JU. 08\ 1 

t he J"p• launobad a .!eatro,er a ttadc wtlioh ,.., bc.aton Dft b:r the 

oru1a11n ar.~ tr.e !lritiab an~ lhtc:h d .. troyera. 1'w:rth cl-c:-4 

a hstrJJUI !tol't.emu ,;o1: ' hi1:a on enoth&.r d•u•tro:rer. ~ 
trltaeaMa ot Datob 4aatro1'U'• 11appo .. to ban n •n .rap alllaarine 
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at~e~m. 'ari ""' "XJ'l .. aiona ""'" Of'l'll obiM!1""fH, •• rr-~ ... 
ex lodi na ot t'lO nd nt their ran.;e • 

19 . At al>O<R 17 . I)() , ~er t1.1r11e1 · 'U'pl;r to etu-board 
in order to dec-eaue 1one reftl:• • A.t t~U w· .. nt, 1he St'lon4 J ep 
f • atr~7U n ot 1lla l.aunch 4 a a a t1:rlclt. w • .:.1 r..>« .U _1 ~ 0%'\li sera 
-.noeuvn4 to avoid t'•e torpedoes , l.xo•ar Cl" hit in • boilerroo• 
b;r a 8 &hell . he, ein., ceo;.rd :lbip 1n tt-e l1rw, ":':lrne4 t o 
port !ollOWt!" bS lo'.laton, '<.Tth end Jn"''' . Since bcyter oontin\10114 
the initial COCIX'liO, t"e - -.-..at1?n b:a- taltprll"&J'!lY oont..aeed . 

:!0 . ~· Da1oc~ do!J1;ro;;ern W1ttll Cia 11ib Mj Jl:~enaer 

or1.;1na.l.l7 conUnu!!d thflir co'Arae. A.:s t!wr ahost nao!v'd a 
poait ion be-c-on Jill,. an4 \.bo enotQO, thGJ' •leo 'tllrne4 1.0 ,.~. 

Darin,; tr.i& t urn, 'tortena~ •• llit b)' a tOT]*!o nn the G 11. be .. , 
lbn1.rler this turpc<'lo •• !1rod by n 8Ulr.larino ar by ~~e attaeltill,l 
4eatroyera raaaina ~certain, The doatr~y~r aunt in a to~ 
•in •toe; onl7 \hat ,llQl't o~ tt.n ore• en doole booin& able to J·.ao'l 
4rtn1na rarta, 

21 . 'l.'r!l' A~f'r1 oan ll .. tl'01At'e then laid a • .,oleo 11o.reen 
l'lh1lo the 'r1t 1eb deatrQ1arll W'ere c.:r~ .. r ~ to la~nol'! a C')\Jrne:r 
a t taolt. At "'r tu1a M;tRnlr, tlle,y t \lrned •n;y 1'rOD the ana.._, , &leo 
reiaine a .. oxe ao:reen. 

Littl e h •tn....n abu .. 1. tW.e encaa• ant , Jupiter a1s­
~lle4 that et.o • • onl7 t ..., Jap ehipe, on a '> ch a 'Ia o.--4 fire , 
Llec~ aank ln t~i· ac1o1>n . The u . s.A. doatroJeTI ~at J~O~bly 
J o1ne4 1.rJ t ne opentton, Iince U187 • , ear.4 to ha•o tu-.« all. 
t~1r \Oorre4ooe , 

22. »-1r1~ \ h1a l n tert"'l in •~~e b \Ue, .~. -"o• 

·~a« aae r e4.ao•• t o l6 lmote, len t he bettle lilw IU14 )'IZ"'Ood od 

... 
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ft S..'-la, a oooaJII'nid 1>1 HU.o ••• ith, At thb _ Dt, 
eM Clie()(J'Nrf'd ,. .Jiop f .. t r:>yf'T blre',.ln& thr ~ the rsob_..en 

end "U:Y1na t o ~ao,. the ~~-l!:ed r.Jtet .. r . f'li 1 o41..-tely enpt;oCl 

the en~ ~Mi.P, hittina U; e~ l oaet twioe with her ' 1 nnh pne J 

otwroupoa tho Jap ~mod • ....,. . ~deW reooi..., oo 1te , 'but -e 

4-r-4 1>1 the toxploeion or a cltoP'h chllrge , wnlon -~~ ,...pt OYer­

'botu'd . 

?, , I.e 11'>01\ 1011 the 1""ur Al.li""' or>ti"ere hA!I reton;o<l 

thf> 1lne ot battl~t on<S hlo<l ~ oleN" ot t~ rob acreena, tbe1 

opened t ire at a r1aflo'11 "r ?l, OoJ() ~. Kal:t a n hour lAter 

about l<J. lO , the enel'l)' turned to the l'ortheast o~ere<l 'by .,.eke. 

I t ,... obHrve4 t hat a '-Y1 Jl\)) oru1Hr ""'e hit near tbe ate= 

11urnina t.ierooly, A \l , I! ,A , H'W'11 pl•no ref'(lrtt-~ thet tr~e cmlieor 

auocoede<l 111 e .r-1111. t1ah1na the fire end r e joinlns t he .Tiap column, 

!rhe sar;:e p]..oone scout ed thref' Jap 11ell1.ro,-.. re l.Y1nl. abl &&4! an4 

aot1onleAe, 

24. 'Ih<l retreat of the .r Jl" ..aa r11portl!d by R-.r­

A4alral lloon.,, in th<> Mate u~an1que , he aal<'84 tor tha 't1•­
l oCflt1on ot the ttan• •rt flcto't . II •• infornot~ tl:la't aoooriina 

t o laton ilrtolllE.•IlOO , t"''o tl"><.'1&J>OT1.S in v•r1a~ !:l"''lJM' .,.r., 

betwef:n ~~~-" and ~m• Irlama, At18, 12 n t'le t"U4ht , 

t he ~. a.'lifted to a r, ·> , oot•roo , ··~eavorin .. to 1ntf!rMJ'j)t 

tbe U.nal)OM tlf' ltt . ~ t"1a o .. uraa at 1 9 . 27, O::,f', &1 tte4 in 

bearina 1 , " . 4 Jat>l'nrea MU"e"ipa prooao41D.. •t 1 b spao4 . rtra 

,... opened at a r&nl!• ot 9000 :yaria. llell\llte or t ~• Phnrt 

on '11(0 e r.t ore unltn"..n • ~ .. Al.liat voa ela 1110re r.ot hit, lD 

or4ar t o ahalre of'f '\hll er,f'~ , tho ~. t tne<l llo..~tb. b.oadiq to 

tbo hiM'! j011a A~ ~o .. r on tbe Jorth ooaat o~ .Java, o- td '\he 

probable lalldint; pot.nta. lear to tha lO tatholl liM , 110 ahi ttacJ 
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llq!ter -• 4aa«'"' ll1 a baa., explo.,1oftl 1'\ lc 'ce •• U ahot 
bad !'\In into nne n'!' INr O'l"'t pro'\e01.1 • 1MN111dll' , 'lq~1ter -. 

beachold 1n a1nld.n(. acm111t1on. :Siroe tNI tJ, C, .l , ,,.,•tro711Tu h\11 

lleel'l " nt •-1 to ...ou;na~ra r or r.tuel1~~&, '\be J;noo.Jnt.,- ,. .. \he 

onl7 4o>lttT01 81' &CO•• opany1ne the orui fMr fWC41 • 

aore tr:r1n to r•u•l at •he e~.-a:r t. '"&J .. pon fiet>t. ~'>n-:1,.~ thl.a 

Jl1&,'1t OJ'('.,...tinn, • 11<o at)u" ern, .. " • ·.a4oo.c' b7 ""'"";;-.• plan• • 
n&~ll.•rl:r c!ror ·11'14. ~c•h•ttll flar?., . On t1U11 llort,._l"l'l OCNrlla , 

at 2:J 'JO, U\e 8h lJ:'11 Jlfl"...cl Vf'ry ""'"T \0 t l-.e IIOtrYhor~ of tt'* lost 

~c ,...,.,r, On,. of thn Rb1JI• laUI"ohttcl • lar~ 1llt•t""t"_, ~t..owa 

raf't . "'he men Mra piolcell up by 1"11 .. .mt~r 1111d 111nt111<1. at the 

laYR! a. ... . 

?6 , "lnoe tba poa1 t1on or D r1.11llller at the "~~ •he 

• e torrodoed oan be .!]lot1.ed • 1th e~~rt.llint;r , P.nL'! an O<•nl!laq ... ll'tl7 

t he a p]IIP:Ox.t..te 1 oa1Uo n or th• nrLa, ... t la cl41'U" that t:!oe 1aat 

part of' the ~ ... la t1101< p~o" •• 1 .. n J;> 11\llf!a t"roo tho t<ft 

- at in an Al't'a ,.. o>re "'O 11in11a hfot\ l»ttn laid. 

27 , A ?J , }() aPr~tol;r, on 6 R 11? II, ~. a~t..t 

011 thf' etar~T4 ~n• at allo•tt 5000 ,'ffll"'''a t100 cTftr-r.o-l!'e or 1 Mre . 

J'ir" """' OJ:'i!rutll "t once, t :J "' •1oh tlle """" r--~ll•" · a .. ~ter -• 
bU li1 a ~ll and t-u-nell 0 ro>lr.•a t 'J • ~ :rb<tara, l'!'Obobl.l- to aftde 

to:r,.4o n"Oco, OtN!ntl;r aner-ar4a, hltavy ""Pl c etnna t olt place 
on delluyt er ar.l\ JI\Yf\; both •h1pa 'I'Ont a own. ~·oat ]'<rObably . t he 

Ll>f'. r..n in\ • Dr=ier ~ art rinee • 

.AQro!'41~ to WlOOn!iT•d ru&ore, 6lJ - 00 INr\'lYore, 

aaon&et llhoa Rur Allairel Dcor.an, woule ~ ... r.,.e.,rd ;.,un~~. 

,.he oapltAl ahlp •o,tan oort• l a.d1Mel1 aalle4 t'rGI :so.-~oa,. , 

but ~•• ae1ae4 b1 ~• J"P•• 
Regraded Unclassified



( 

• 
2H. 'l'lul rata ot Rtr ,.,.,a JvD beCA·•u t'll('Wil 1n lloA4-

q"U.r tcra, hiiiTUB.r~ ·~.1 at o;>J() , ro, ned 'b7 hrth an4 !<natCIII, 

wmlch llirtpa, ..rter '\ha loaa or both llet! rl nJ uru1aara , pro-

c .. de« at 1Jh apeall to 'l'a."lii Jon& Pr1oll:. i'ba.Y arr1To4 :L:l the 

torenoon ~·? ~ru~llLn&. 

2.1 . ~ha ro 1 tion ot t •• r ... r. At no.;,n ,:r p,.tJ• • ry 2Jth 

• • (a) 

propellor a:>D~ (aJtploalon dapt.'l 0 ... r .. c .J) .. 0<1 5 tr..: .. aa.~rn.rere 
fO;Jr Of " liOh ,Jed tnlr~D l""r'\ J.n lhe ~It tle OC l.t111 preTiUI.I.B da: o 

( b ) At ::'&n<'lj<m, ~1olt - llo .otnn, ~· and the or rl """ deat­

ro:trr ~~· jutot put 1ntu ;port att••r convoy a .. t1ea , 

JO, :r:to f' cru.iura, Uol ;:.r~; , I'razon, Danae -

deatroyera :Joo~ a I Jonadoo , let't ': ""Jon:; Pr1olc ln the arn1ng 

rebrJ!U":t 20 . ";lh ~.t~~droo , ,, ... 1w1ll&.lJ uound f(,lr 'rJll ~J"llt ..... 
orllerad to rrooee4 \·1 Col,..;,o. 

Jl . Doo1ndl1n& oll .~ooke a~ 1JUatJftJl ao'llbin"' •1th 

lltrona Ja,anoaao !.;,roea So"'t b or t ota har bor (two Ue.ttlft cr~1aere, 
t.-o lit,h \ Clr'llUerll • ~ taa"era) ••Ia U 1nes:a41ent tartber to 

o,pwrnta t'ros 1.lll,. baoe. 

!'118 8'1partote4 parts ot the l:vt' a t F.r1olt a nd 3oura­

~ ..-..re ..U 1o.U\ 1.<> O:.>DOaotrate under aCKbt1~ o1row.wt.noea. 
J2 , In a oonteruno• on;;h floe Ad 1r111 Glaaar~·e, u . S. I , 

an4 V1oo 14w1ral 1a'i.1Boer , " · ' · and in coooert "ith tllit .... vernor 
uefll!ral , 11. _ ., o~nol.aded to die~ 1.1le All1o4 Ouc: an4 , lltaere­

arter the ee 1'la~: ott1cora aot ta:e tllll con1.J:ol ovrr ~ •1r abJ.pe . 

' ' · Cio041 the elleJI¥ ca....nb4 ~..,. Java ,,.. and ha.1 
an on nvhelain.. o~orior1'1.7 1r. the air , t ·• nri:)lla Al11o4 

c an41D& - .ricore l.a4 to ltlt Mrioua d&c1a1o,a , woat bar to 

'oraat t bro<Vt 'Ii lla 11na.., !o•·o .. t o t;ha Indian Ouean, or to Regraded Unclassified
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A11atral1an _,,.,.11 , !I.e Cllear, t'nll-aoon nit;h\a •«• tlwH de• 

ohio"'a even ore 41Ct1C•tlt , 

,.. Ro,a-ton JJCS l'ertll lan ten4jon :Prlo~ .t'ter Mrtl, 

•lt1D& aJt eft cor\ 1.o n•oh the ocean thrO~ Soall!!aatrnt o l:os­

troyer ~...n .. n -• ,....ere4 to 40 • 1th !ro11aton. 11)" ur mown 
re11eone , l"v!! did n'lt join thie orulae.,. , lr.tt triet! t,. .,. ... ell t he 

In., ian Ocean on her own , Durir.l' 1.bs n1thto lie t~et: wltb two 
lapaneM or.11eere, ll'l t'" fol owil:& enp~-.nt , 1'V11 ot ...... ral 
bite end na 'bftl!l e>he4, ainlrin& on the coon of the 1.JJlan1 

Se boekoe 1n Soec4aa~1to B..,_aton an'l Part'! re•art~4 at ~' olO 1.bat 
t hey enpp4 atron& ene1117 1'orolla nsar the Sto '1o.,hav!)11l'to A1'tor 

t hla, no 1!0"1 ,... heAT"! oft ••M ,.,1pa. Acu.•n-41"1. to J paceM " • 
rorta, I!O"Jaton antt Perth nnlc at l .. at one b1.or t.,..'llr.)..,rt M4 

•~·~~~ anot~r. 

'5o '1'be a b?n-•nUona~ J'apal!flse llllYill fr)TC:I! a bolo~ 

to t • ac:o.~•iron covertn the tre'".~ n .. et, ro:portec! 4 <r1Q& the 

aft tnoon of ebru"r7 20 :prooe11II1D4 to lloanc!anra1t am to ai""A~ a -

' o 1st on bot h ro1nta ~n the arth c~at o~ JoYO, 

Coat protabl7, thla fiPat ill t !w sn_;e •• re orto4 

• • ooae! or 1 ~tra (a4 9) 

~econna1DIUU;co 'llanee ha'fen•t r•r•::>rtecl it on the 
27t h I lt • 7 !11oft a'.ahcncl 4~rtna 1 h1a r artod .... ~, at thAI 

21olt :p!len hl"U14• ('!art!! nt ~?Or.1allt:r!Ut). 'Yot !loomr tlAn 1.n the 
a1'ternoon , l'ebnary ? .. t h , eoouter pl&nae re t~rtell three .rap 

ena1aere •01'1'!t oi' t114rq &Jill .. ......,1 cr11 .. ra an4 eea-tro~• 1n 
S'!i!n(!"etra1t, 

Regraded Unclassified
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) 6 . Exeter a~ ~oura':Mlya MD ordered to 1vave in the 

evenin(l or l"ehruary 2S, ttith U. s. dootro:~er "ope and nrti:1ah 

.lncounter , -;o _pr:>eeecl ~et or 3tlwe&n aalt alo~ tho :1'3\lth oe».n 

or liOrneo on a llesto.rn oo·u-oo, trying to ea~pe durin., nil;ht to 

the I ndiaD ~oetm . 

Oa t he forenoon o! t he !1rst ot ~ch, t heno ob1pt 

11ere attoouo by } Japaneno cru.iacra. A3 no core ..as heard o.bo-;:t 

t heoe ship a, proba hly , thoy r.ero ~r.m:t . Jn:panose broadcaot olaJ.111d 

t hat sever al. nt t'>ll o~n" nt Dope "era :::tel a pr1aon rs '>f =· 
' 7 . 'rile ro-inJ.na to= ~er1cnn clostroyora ot .... oura­

ba;p tr1GI5 and GUcceodd to nt'\oh thA Indian l)cean throUJ;h BAli 

Strait. Ln tba nnrrcms, thoy omt a group of' Japar:eu deatro~rera . 

A!'tar a short 011,;.U&8:":lD Dt , the Ja;~a broke ott the !1Qlt • rha 

~er1cnn deotroyor d4Vlelon roached Auotralia without further 

cas1.111ltioe . 

, a. Wit te do lith ~• ard red to Join the u.a.A. 
cleetroyc~ bllt 0~~;~~,. at t !ll» J'r o:pcllcr s ••ft oraa not repaired 

botir.oo. !l.'!le noJ<:: drq during an air raid , she I'&B hit an4 

Oortroy<tll in ·.he Oryd ook. llanoh.tn ,"t , severely dam&l)ea by a ir 

attao;,;e on l'o=l.Or, 24th l't&& aout~led by ller oltll ore• on tlarch 

lst, be<:tiWie 1't N6 1lllpoaa1b~e to br in8 her into a aeawo.>rtcy 

aondition . 

Vice Ad.'liral 
O. B. L. Bal1rtoh 

Regraded Unclassified
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J)oopolclt ca O,.otioal b1 loolh-Weot hdec, l oaiWJ lalb-Febnu.rJ Uth, lllt2. 

I. AO<-r the diJ!pcnAI or tho South·II'M~ Pocllic Oommond at tho end or P rbroary 

J()C!, I ordered. n.a.rraUve or C\'f'nlM lObe prt-J)t.rcod fJUn the J't"'CC,r"dt AVAaJAblf'. The ufficlal 

a«10un• or Abda<om whl<b a«''mpanieo tbio cJ<.paLeh wu ~I)' dnu up. Mao~· 

il"I'Onl had LO b& tlratrO:f"<l .. hrn tho hoadquamno lrlt Java, ond J•r&clltftlly tho wholo 

a·ta.fl' becw.mo dii')Hned. 'fbe a«'Otml> th~reforo ia int10mplcto In IKimfl r('IIIJ:ptXtAI but gives a. 

genen.lttory of tho CTenu: or thtt ea: WMU during ..-bitb Abda<'Om fo.l.i..t('(t 

Thi• dcopatch gi , • .,. an eotlmala or tho atn•t.ogiul bacllgrouod or tho Command and 

of the ainlt which lt.ltied to .chiq:v~. 

2. My finr• intimation or tho d«iilon to eotablioh a l'nn«< «>•nmantl '" U.. S. W. 

Pat'ific &nd of nw HCLection to t rLkO chargo of it. 'HU!I rontnmed in 1\ telf'gram "'hith I rt«'1•ed 

from the J>ritne ltinitter on t.heovenin3of ~nber 30. 1041. I dld not.~clvc rny Clffic-ial 

irw&nae&..i<Mw, whk-:h ~at. AppHKI.i.x ··A ·• of •ho OfBcial At«~unt. llll January 4th. Jt).t~. 

l ltf~ t>elhl by air ao 7 A.l\1. on Jonuary 5th to 1>roeo«< to my """ command. 

3. Meanwhile l had eabloo on Jonuary ~nd to thr Chief• of Storr in London .. king for 

a otat<menL of the Allied .-UJ'<'N whi<h would boat .. , di>poo&l. I Mid in thilt<"'snm 

thatt I' toeellled &.0 1no Utl\fl tlttack on entmy t htf•plog bi a1r and subman:no Juw:l on t>nany 

air baiJel by airlhOUld be our primary aiJj N!.tiVOIJ: tt.ml that.W~UI'0 thn line orn3V31 und ok 

.._, Pon. DanriA·Timor-J•va-Sou1hern Sumalra Hinppo,. •oulcJ prob-bly l'f'Joi'Nfllt. 

the limi" pt)I!Sible witb: tho tt80'UI'C!e41 McC'ly toW. 1mmt"Cit.at.ety ava~tabl.ft. I dtd not co"-'!Kicr 

a.ir bMtll fn NarWnl Sumatnt oould bu lu~ld with tho tll('UlY nlroody t'f!IUibU.hod in Pensng. 

TIMI cru.fo ot s .. rr replioo that th<,Y tht"m ... IYOI dJd not lmow ••••• Allil'd·-.urootO •ould 

be at. my <l.ilpol31 &nd thM. thll".)' &Mttntf'C'I that this in(ormauon wouM bo anJlpiJ~ b~ tho 

AJlk'<L repn'IICutaUvoa ttU.achcd to my stnlf. Tht·y ft.RJ"'C'(I gencrl!llly \\It It my \ le\-u u'n tbn 

objf'C'tivc. \.0 be ailuod at, o.xoept. that. lh('y corujtlcrod 1\Jt b.&8N in Northern SuJ.uatra mutt. 

bo bold. 

4. Two MlLUfNJ rtttMdiog the e:x-tt-nt. or the pro~l(l An DA "-~" fiM'IJtl(l(l to me to 

ftquire further ooN!idcntioo-•h<!-thcr OT not. Uurma tboukJ l~ irK'Iuckd tmd v.h<'re tho 

EMWrm boundary ahould be. I rertJmmtnchl a&. onuo that Runnalb®M t odtr.nut· t) be und( r 

tho Connmu~der·in·Chicf in [n<htt. tt.nd should rlot. bo lrl\nsfcrrtd t.o AUO.t\ ~n1mand. lo .. or 

'i-ogra-phkw1 ,_.,.,,._ thfl detente ur Bur~na •u a 'ita I 1Jart, of t ho d•·fl'Uee of Lndia, nnd :u 

C .. m,C.. in India f had tfk'd for 110me monlbs bt({)ll'e JAJ)aJ) tame into ••r to ha\"t it. pl.accd 

in 1 ho lndinn Com rntu1d 11utead of 1.0 the t•ar Eu1.. Command. Tra08!cr of re.ponajbabty for 

Bun:na to C..lJl.C. lnd:il\ had 1\0t. bO'o\ IH'(·r, OOen mtacln LW nl)('lut. (.) f\1) \\ ock Aft('Y flntry or 

Japan int.o the •v. I L-" "'"'tn.nefer bao.- k to A «•mmuxh•r "ith his bNc¥}uartt·rt in 

tho Ne.tbcrl&nd ~t. lndtee aetrned lO me a retrograde atf'p, hut I •M informtd lhac. 

ib '-"M ~ry for politiCI.-1 r~"*)ns, in ordur to ronuoot. Marshnl Chinng·Kai .~hrk wit.h t ba 

S. W. p..,jfio Command. 

Jt. v; M not. dc11r lrdrn tilfl origin I\ I d.iretti,·e wh('ther Port U.nrin wa.t •Miodf'd in 

• .t.J)OA atflll or not... T Ntquirod Ol\ J anuuy 10th whr~t \\1Ht inte.•Hkd, l'lnd event1tn.Uy 

rf«ivtd a dl"C'i!ion on January :! .. tb that I should be ~iJ,!(I not. only for th(l defcnf"e of 

Port J)a,. in but alto for IU<"h port1on oft he Xonb.\Te.-l.t'OMt of AU~~tmlia u•n.t neocn.ary 

to enmre tho. ~ruON'.I8fu l dtfc.noe or P(lrt Oan,·iu. 

5. 1 kit '0.-lbi by air on J anuory 5th, 1612 and IJ>"Ill tbo night·~ Madtu. Nr>l day T 

flew t.o Coi(Jmbo and left the lAino e'\"(ITUng by Aying·boeu. for SartgAIJUf"tll .-h("'re I arnved 

early on J•nunrr 7tb. I h .. d ~hltd rrona tho flnu. lhl\t. A MC~ nga.inlll timo \\At invoh·cd 

iflho bM I had n>dkalod 10 tho ('bod's orSLalf(ll!>e IJ&nal<rapb 3 abu~) •u 1<1 ho b<ld: •nd 

thae. mu~h would depe.nd on dM'I Mpacny ol thtt troop~ an ~lalaya 10 d<'"la..) th~ JA('Ilnf'.IIC 

north of J ohont till 8u0lciem .. reinforoc•ncmta could arrh·c. r wu anxlmJ~ to dt.(i('UN •ith. 

lb6 Comm&.Odl!n t'OtlOt'n14.-d the likelihood of huldin.g tbe J •t,.neee ac.h·ant('l: to IC-c (or 

m)'IClf Lho •t«w. of the uoope: engaged : a.od to t.tltm.ate the tame Cactonl im oh f'lll. 

Al. the monKtnt. whC'Il T lnnclod ln Stngnportl I had in my mind tho roiiO\\·Ing provaltt•nal 

time ptOgnlrmn~. If tb~ Japa.-. oould ba d•layod '"'rth of Juhore Htate ull tho • uti or 

Jai\UIU')'. tM 18th l)ivill•on tholtld arnve to rt'infort'e l~ d..{ ... ,.. Th• .-.,ufd. 1 he f"'({ 

.,JlAhlo tht~ AunrRtltm ~rpt, wh1t'h wu t o t-omo f'roro M1df1Je l~t. to bt l8n<fed AL ::itnjtll"" 1 ; 

and to P"'~ a tottnt«.()fl'e!Wv• from .Johore. The l ndia.n li'Otlpll in Molaya rould tht n 1 D 

witbdrawn to rotnforco tb. Dut<:b EM• 10\h<s. 

6. 1 vi"it«l tho ~fn1&ynn fron1. on Janu"ry 8. tho !nrward ~ btoinft tben llif'rnt'l 30 nulcs 

aortJJ of Kuala lAm pur. ThoJapa....,. h•d br<>k<o thrrogb tl1dr ,.,..lion on th• SUm m-.,. 
on the pn-"fmus clay. and the two fonrard t.npdi!'W Wfttl n!du~ .... t to fl h..nd!ul of YttY hn:--1 

m('n. Afttr IK'!\~lnM the fi'OOp!l Md lhtir Commandert down to Bri"IHk C't•l'rlm&ndf'"' r 

ume to 1 1\{'1 toOnt~luaion that. Lh<' 3rd Indian Cvrp~~~, "'hlc-b bad now bt·ul tlj;:htlllij ~nd 

rot-t"''l <OC>unuoual." for • mon11t, .... of btU. furtbtr &gbtulJ! •·ah,. ••lhout a ru ~; and 
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t1..at t .-otdrt ~ d-ftJ."ftN alk~J'rikr 1f 0. ,_.., pollry flli ,....i..J ,.,IJ.Jro~'.-1 ,..., 
loCo-ed. "l....Wl ..mc.Uw CUU~~Sry ..... ._.of tiuab a.....AJ>Uf .... ,.,. .aaa.l.lft (,., do:.l.l,ym~ 
a.rUuo. I at....;.._... ,,._,.10 (~ H('a.U!, c.-ruhl1uti' W l•.d•n t.Ut)-. &o ('(h"" Jo;- IAIDJ*t t 4 M .... • p-Wt • t.hc!ot a•&b-. (d .... ..,_> au .... and to 
lmp<llf' tb. .. , .. _..,." ..alM_.•7hJ n.~"......,,..._ IW·.IniM'd-t.luul 
................................ (Or}a \0 J-.. In n:.l .,.. ..... l u.. I'Niml'd \0 

lbue*..,. .. ..U.. 1111'\k: 1-.... w1da lW (U.DU.~iJ.n lnt-ul'...L 
1 \ftrr..,_._ .~ U..~-ec-nJI"f'rti'UI,O 0 C' • .liA.I.a~ • ..t ••llilUjor. 

, . ...,.. ,~~~ . ....,...,..w.,r b~ .\~ b ......... •• .,,.....,.. 1 w.l cloowu on 
.,...,, .. h tM fo~ .,.,....1 pbA b lM .,...... ol )t.a.ya ,_ 

f a) "'' Jr .L.-ro f'tofJ•• afl..r dtlayintr tJ.....-~h t•( Kuat.. Lam rear (« N lone 
.. ..-fLit- Cl ti•IMt think tbll ... It tot.. I. ,.,..., th.all J.A.nr.w') lltb), 
w (,.,. •tthttn.• n by n_~) and n»d tnW J • ..._nne •ullkwcu. mobllo n;w. 
c-.nl.e W tf:•\tt u ... drmulitioa trhtro<l. 

(h1 ilth Au•tr•laao lh.-...oo. ~ l'lnt" briii1Wt,.1ft>up In \I<"J'W4"- •"-"- Oft Ka-!.mt eout .. 
tu n•u"• (vrth•Hh '0 N'orth \\'(!lllnn ftuflltf'f col oluf!<•l\"! antJ t.Q J'lrt'pll'CI W 
tl~ht ~~ tl•~ •lu• b.tilclun lb&jt'tlt'nlllhloC' &opiU'IIA\.·)IOtUil Oj·hir·mOitlll of' Mua.r 
ll\'( r 'l'tt'"l·rtp:"d"' KM•t• in )l<•n.UtJC AttWl W Jufu ti ll$ rtnl"lnl.l .-r o( 8lh 
Au lr••li•u• 1),\laiouuaoon 11.11 iLc.,iuM bo ttJu-vt'fl li.)' \~JII frum Hing•JlONI 
l·l•l~tl. 

(1•J'li•I\Uth h..-ltan Olv-Wnn,lo ~ ~~Wli• up f~n tbn (rt'illht"'t.. 1roopt of 3rd lndin.u 
r .. q. ··•·l ,,;tb Jwll.an Lu~t.t)' l~n;:adtl C•b•· h 11-..1 ltlldy -'~"tttJ Ul M.alll.y• 
(rilul lu•Ua.. and wu no- It$ ~l.n.IMc·al. to I• (~'t-4 utrd<"·r ( ot'l'f,,.a Gonion 
U·JU• u. rut..- Ul \be ~~~JVtt-n punJon (.{ lll(' pc.atlun UlllHIU('liln (b) &l:io\e. 

i•l) , ... \ntotr.l .... ~ .. toM .. pc-ilM ~ ...,. r ....... ru .......... dtt.lwhblf'nt• 
to f'dio....., ,, .. ~f"'WWJ"J. foil 3td ludi..ft (' • ..,_ uJ to harM~ LM ~y and 
dn.)W.Iy~ 

(r ) 3fd latl~~o~n~onw•tldtnalt.e>tA.l: · ••\f't'~1o~l!ty~lfNat ud....,t ...._.. 
o1 J .w-.uuth ol U.. fwd ~l...,..m.: Klll&fll-l~to l._a..t. ._,.., C'-tt:llrn.l 
·~-J"""""' (ft'C' to 'Pt the halti>P ..... .,, •twt "'" ... '"'" 3rd ltld.aaa 
'brp1 •u ht tn1 aod t.o ""til II tJ. I ...... "-"...,.. .... W urpa.e • p:u. nJ 
........... ,._ ,.~t.. .. dw) ....,.n-l. 

"' 1 .. ~ plut .... l tle ..t..ch-aa~ .. '$o(a&.qd•~Y ,....--tn.IT•DfiiPP'-.1 ~ 
r..-a ~ .. a. Ut.•ro~~r ..-. tt. fll..v..m t-mdou')' or Juhcw thl"•iC:h \,_,..,._. tJ .S"Vri 
... ,.""-h anol \1-"«a. bl.\ bt.,......, at U.. -.k!l of ttw> ant lftol.,. Ow!• .,.. .... ,. hl DQ 

f"'*iiiOII .... apt r .... ,.,... Pf"•HI:I~. wh-ich...,.. well" ........ anol .. ,. IA_. .. ,,,.hj,,,. rvr cld.v-.na: 
• tlofl Th n ,..--,o,,.._.,.. u( ,.,._ l!;th AW~lr.Jia_n IA'OIIIIcll'l Ul tie l:l(tf'th·-~t (I{ J~ 
111\o lu•l 1 olr.mc n rt.Un ,.b l•n I..,. Mit ('()11.&1. l.y 11'r•t..• lrtlt thfl .\.-t~~t.11411 bri«a.dll! JU'uup 
\Oiot •• I •I ot)C•\U ... I tho rl· r. ""''" Ill tld.l at't'a 1-,y tn"M.1• 1lrllh ..... kAII•Itd~ (>( ,,. .. "round. 
4i•n• r.J l'rf\i\tJ •PJo..•rn••lut nlwWU.I'O df') t hla. ,gtllflfltru•lld htlll tlvlt. h<! miMt do 
, "' n thii•V. t••il·lo• tOJ •t,..nsrth~~t~ tl.e •'~WW'rn 11de n( .rtJitom IIi l o~ h ,.,.,.. lmrnrwJloCA.'Iy throot­
'"_.t l!lltlltona:<l)lill lu Wlllul.t3• Lrotlpll (rull'l the!> ll(l"lJtf•m tlo•ft 1\1~ U( "'11\jr'lfi(J"' r-JaJMJ 
IIi 1\il h I d11l 11vl t'Cif11old• r lakl'l\ tl'1 00 immtd.Jh ly dut'Wtlt'IM>;I, ' l lton ~·tQtmat-llun.r nnr 
I IIIII' J~11•l C'lttJ~In ttttuMIIttlVaJil ... f,:OI-,Illl«' ~AI)Jlrotl.ftl,_ (t1 1ft th~Nk·m) '11 ale"" Ut I'(I )CfiUt(!l l , 

.. ,,,j t l1ot "~·ht lhUtll • All II"''~" t~ l by an alu10olo lmJII'rlf'l ,....,~ jutlfllc' &1>J t ill• )I fi I•)' 1 bt't *"'· 
l ~ut 11~ ''""f• •1.·tAL1l• .. • '*' n1 (i w fi'!Ut :\u~t111b"-n J),".Jon hMIIIIiO t.n,-GdNI (tnl.)•) ltttd tJte 
lttol1111 tr-••1" • HuJ;t.t,l. lllf'"' Ulld (Oth 0.~) {'I .. rti.&U).· l t1Ul\l'd (1/j (hthall J.t(IUtlly 
nrP •tr) 11 .. ,,. ... ,, :anh•fll.,...nn:"'«+~ .. t.bl-ht._.av.a!Aiok>(f>f'dtl n<'f,ntb" .. -"•them 
f•~l c.{ tl.r \1~1 \Ml Jof~~Uroau!. llJllt had bf!rn 1\•tlhl'lf•llnd. l•ut Ill) ckf•ll••• ha.tJ lM!l"D 
... ...,... I l.tw• thAt ~111'T111 f~ttdo11:1 llttmt-H ~~ .ta•l1td tlwt thNt.f'fl &lid thfl t .. tl•• ap~ 
r.m• •• ''· ........ C'llil11~h-ot ...... he 'II"QIId.t t'ftDtiu ' .,. .. tf\"ff II r. 1-'">. f ... Jo4 .. J .__,., bo 
...q•t lopo~~hlt &ollf'l \eatta..fa~~o/lhftt"ttlll\•illltlw amnl 1t/U11P l~tl! Oin.im 
t ... ..,. ... tlwo f'tld ~~ J.unaa.ry•: and tll&t .-.th thd ,..a,(....,..IIM'ftt ......... ,l .... ~.~the f'!IM'D,Y 
till u.-antl'd ~./thol \~~t\n.lioaoO...-m Frt.n.a.r, ~J • to..Uwwa .... , 'orntl'IC"' 

I..,.,..,.. th.t ,._H. \. f' . •11lllbr- inc~ tn ltflll"'' •'"""'h ... '-kill •u gp«t~ 
•>MW t• al.a. to J\• ( ,...,.1 UtJop ~ •H•if't and It) ••t.•ll .,.} 1 ull...-: Po 
t~t Mnl....-11 1hft euald bto .W. W pn-«nt nw&) a.~ on \ho J• .-c- c:..t.. Jkd 
............. ~_, .. sw.. 

V I ... eenet"" l tQo f1nd that DO cit~ Mel ~~lorn ... ~ Cll' n'fft r'u>J»d JO drtad 
.... '"' norTh ..... "'~,...,.,...,.. L-... ... ~h It ... ot._ ..... t., ,.. t .. l •• aldat ~ 
1t ' • t-k t tt. t.a.not ar.tl ..,_.,. to drf..JWl lt. I c•tdr...,..lt"*' tHII'fto,.,. to .. put ht 
ha t I ai nttc• 1 ..._, ft'lHYl .. J lro~N dw CalJinrt .......,......,.._tr,,. in tbt ••• , &.ot. ,_.. lt.,;bt 
tt ..._. ).!r \. Uul e •• • r, ,..,., •M ttU•m•..a to> dw l-n.uwl h.i.nldum. • ... ...,.,.) ..- cOJUt.:S. 
1 t U. dlktmt; \ •" t!Mt t_ .ul i\dmJ~U~tmt"'n a.rkl tJ( the ll.tc fJI rouprratlun btL•t>l'n the 
u\1l aarl 01 Lt11'1 I ..1.-:-o~ ..... l d•• 'Llltt·r q_uHt.,·n with 0f'ftf'rlll JAltt "111 and •llb the 
t \I mof, ~' lo-1 .r-ui·Ju ll·•>mM, "bo rrom.i.t\1 the> f11Ueu ro q• nuavn and lullilmmt. of aU 
tllfi,l&r' n 'I lll'thrl\~ 

(II Cl!t '·•I!IIU'' ltttb I tl.-w rrom Hm••IVl>f'l' to &1.flo\'la w1~·m I U\l't.. ehfl f•rlfW'Iptlll ~·M{'('111 
•be) •~n· W 00 1J1 oi11~ta of l~ .1\0D:.\ •latf; Lko\llfl~tu.~t Ot1M'f"W U~n Q( tl.o \J. ti. 
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~ wo ~ lft Jtlllfll a rmalltr of l". S A IW\,.ft. inwadfd b ABD.\. 
daYWWd .., lilt ...... , , ... n.J&. 

E•• ..... .a the & ~ unud. qo ..a,.,.dd a. ... Md ....,...,.,. da .. tt,. m bdtr• 
nli •-.t ...,....,.., .. ~aod.tkofl aftd rntfoll.d f"J*l_l __ '1"'llf' ~nodntt.• ID MJIJih• tTD:: ,_....a,.. an.l J.,._ ... ,.. L.'IIIJ1r'CI and~ to~...,_14ro dl , .. ,. ~till; tlwno ,. .. lltt .. 
01' bO .. \rrial lli\&,141..S. f. .. an adtoq-U~.to 'lliU'NftC •)•l•~ 1 &t)lj t ltR' '411t'tw' '~ flW anU 
&lltftfi ll'\11. ,. ... ~ f ... t, ... ,., prt>k• tl4. 
~ f( \ If I tl.<l•ufftoirnt f"'""Dd flt'rtOnl'll l ava&tal·lf. 1 ht ll i'f "'f"''" ~jnr•r~:atkJ 

il tiXI1c "'•t<lf' ""'"• wh+1l it tw..mtt ot.l\·IOWJ t1111. 4t •·uultl I'" • ~·""') to nmttH~ th" air 
fortl4'1 fran1 Nll&nl;r.rt, W roorv,an.Lte tn Sumatf'll lllld J an 1 Ill far' till! Ja.~nl!!lft attatllt on 
tho anudrotn•• n 1 utlwnt !'l~o~~•u,,~ wuk IJI"('(I v.tul1 ""rv~~oni,_.tlon wo lnrotnpktf', 
Alto rouc·h V11••1,. .tdt nwM •u ~.,at lftii1J4't\'r~lf \I•I"Y• a11d ~t.roa!ra. 

The U. ~. Air •• , rt~' NVf'r tw:t ~•·t~~tf' rn·• h•f l rn• 1rul t.,tlr Airrran. •crUd tuvlo r 
6 ~~,._ haaoltoi'•P A"'.1 rdlt'a;:ty. 'T\. lJut"h \~r ~~ m- h.vl t...or11 muo.:b tfdut't'd In 
no~• t.y tiM! IJl,p.,., tfft•N tht7 had lllrt.dy ... Jt IJI !be tkf'"fto• of O&appoft &011 
Mabla. 

As a,_.., tol ....a.itot and iotreplrtc> rc..fh ....,.., lc.rlrq1rat .. pnm·, tiQa .,._..1 
,...~ att .... •nrl ... f1l aruuft<J .,....._. aad -...~.-. ~~ ... , .. q/ un-raft ..An­
am .... • :00 a:;.. I wu •ndlll.' ~h.. 

'J1Mo ,....tt o(.alth. factc- •t or&~ •u liaa.! ,..,. ·'1UN aJr fflf""f'. uvt...d c.( 
~"l: n ''l"f'ftl'll aQII nl:•falnW« .Upl"f1nhl.., 0""~ II"' J.,..,..... ••ted •1th gradu..Fho ,.._n'IUIU a n.J,M,ty and...,. fiMD~ ~.:mp&rtcolr dtwtn•)td. • • 

18. Th" I nd '"'"'1-. <ol'l d dr ••1. or- uoli~r t•nJu• lrr .\IIUA C"<GIMAnd, W'tM tl,f! l ith 
l nd...au lnfautl';\ Hriv~~.ol,.., th~ l 'th Rnt.l!oh Di~·i ·u. th• 7IJ•.;\~"'' Uripdto (t~o l'l-~· 
menll) •nd H .. Alflltrn.U .. n (t"'l"' o( &w-o dln&~nr"' (fltb An• I otb), ,_.,,,.. fll•na.1u rtmfon.C!· 
m~ntt fi.or cb"' t"'~'\•ll ltMtly 111 M.dA~'IL. Theil Lit ltri~t:Nll'att•l !Jot'! ht\t •li\illinn •Tm duf! 
i.rs ,Janunry. thn ill \mul'ltt-.1 IJrl~Me in FebruAry, IUicl 11.., A!•UrnllAI\ Ctw),. u1 l<"'t'bnlnry 
and Mardi. I t•ri,llh1A11)' pmJY""t.t to lao• I all til"""' tn-:•1"' in l'ilhj;llJIUn.'••\11 lho W.ttutitou or •tot.~ir-'1 a "*IIIIA'r '""' ".,.,.,. (mm Jollore (M!t' pu:t~NIJh 0). 

Tb~ Htb I ~t. 11111 l ktb dh·~,.n la.ndood in :-•nf'lllw,.. ju.-t hf'(()n!o the ill'-t:mt-nt ... r 
the V.b.r ... J and r•nl;· al .. •l a (,.ttn.i~:ht btf~ Us t'AIItmt' f,y IJ 'N "'1· 

Tmr-1u•,. tttf. tnol ol J .. nu.a~. l\ bolui!De tbYiua lha.t •• •• t11 Ltd.' to two d.rmta t.t-k 
mtohl~l· ,.. iloL.aol 6ll4 &h-.t uaos:• am.,~ m •·f"t..u.•ry MQJd t.ardly be-~ .,. 
Siappor.. I lfw.o Jo"llll*'d W- tb. Gnt. ~lr.lia.t: cL,u .. to AfC.ft to lillftl.n" 1 .. 
~' '"*r J arrr-1,.._ lD Soutlwm £-........ whJ, Ia ._.. C>OIT WftlJ:r p.rdt .., ..u.- tat.__. dnmoun ahd 7U. ."--red~ rUaJ of'W'I!IIIIl' ~ ol Jt't'&. 

lArlyiD •·n...,..,... I~ &o d .,...rt t.!:.Pt 7tla .Anlklllt'ft'll.f'1p&> 1t• lJWlN. toftillnf<'fte 
the Jlumta A,..y whkb wu bMn• hard~: &ho OunM •aa a .. ada &IDOr'O f'.a'f'Oilr· 
able tlie.tte- (or I.MOJWf11tioft ol arfiiOIIrred U'OOJ» Lbaa J•••· 

J:kolt"" ltl(lrfl th•l'l tl• Ai:IYILnc.e p!l.l"liN or tt." Au•trt.llln C'(II"JII (IOU)J a.nivt>. IW'IIth 
Sum.au ... hAd !}('In ,..,J"'*'"•II·v tbt-1 ~,.and ·'•"• ... llll ,1, .. ty tllmlof'nf'd tbat it •oui<J 
h-e hf.lon lm~J~ .. •thlel IH laml •"Y lar,."ff n11n1lwor f'f ll'fW'I,.· Thl'l An•tnliAn Cotr- ,.. .•• 
dn·t'fietl tu Au•tralla an(t f'41>·l11n nrtt'r th All.at.n&liM O•I"V~mm(•OI l1ad tt•fuaod C'OD!k'llt h 1 
it. bf.ln.q 1111NI lo runforf11 lhmnL 

A ett1ab1 nttml.,., nf flntl·n.ln nt.n u.niu 1.rrhNI at..J •trto d IK-<1 of u statof'd in r-ra• 
ppb 10 (c-1 ol till laJ arfo'•nnt.. 

An .t\m .. rl,..o 1111111. ry rt1rfllltnt ..., ll.ndrd aa J a.u .,..I l(lf k p.rl ln tbe drfcl'lf'.e (J[th. 
Ja1a.tad (we pataCJ11plli It (d) Dlatl&("bcd rtlpQI"t.J. 

To -.n~ •P• &M land tt-lef rt'('~ t.tn1'~ tnq J.to to ;j"' tM tatut._ nlk:t m 
~,..uu.o!-. t::.l. 

19. n.. d flt.ltiN ,,( ~ &M fiMJI aanl I~ ,., fll1 ctapr..J ""' ,._, .In• 
,ttld{.-..l.Jt)•Qr.lolc aarlttw •llair&I'I'Ja &o lw«vrtrd •Pr.,.. .,_o ~1 !J•••: sftW,tnUaa 
f<lftlf •• d1.-idftt,. t.u r-rta •• tft h~ ...-..t to ttr.l wilh IUl\ .T •.-.w- foJm~~ ; d '' ..... l. J ~ 
t'OIJ('t"fttf'lt"'Cltt '* • unl..l.,.l1 hJ hr at tho nW t.o&.M a.t lb. ~,t I rca. 

l"p to t1~ r-noJ to( l &nury a t'CIIII.Hi•nLto Jlf'flr.,.·rtonn r I tht> au•lal Je n•,-.J !t'lf'f'ft ,_.,,. 
t-n~J*'~td 1111 ""'OM.•I1tl '""'"-' .. •n•o Sin,a1.,., 11!1 •1C't'1Yic11111y l•twetn A"'tOOi.a 11nl 
,Jau. TI141 atrtl.t.!o& ft•h~ ,..._."'"'(eN\' tnuLU IUid 110 AU '''"*' •t"' ""' t•n'Ail.t.l l••lo ('fru r 
It otl(.~ it '"'• .,.til a •11111. d .. t ... hN r,. m J•'•; •h•JI, t•J ''I",..,,. an>•flf'rf' •ilt1in "'"ll"' t>( a 
J&f.aiU" 111> 11ir h.,.o ,..,.. tn lnYtl" h~''Y 1U1rl d•r•~r"'"" IIU llltl!o""· l'-inr" 11W' rntutv '"'- "' r 
mfft"ecl h.l4 IIA\otl f+•llt .. lor \1>0\1•~1 CKilllidl'l I"'U,I['I rf a1t tiiJ•Jif•r•, Utlt to111.Y It<>~ to( tk'iJ !1 
._..,.by" '"l'"l'l'*"h 1" At n ·ht ""''nut I.Jfa.tn: u• n r>C.UHII tr· l w a Vf'ry •ae«"Dr, 1 
cbt.ro)tr attM.lr. hi .lr U.tJJr•J r unJII.miJifJ:lrd, Lut tbct r-httny r:.l'f('t p\~ u. a dw 
W'f'~IU. 

011 .~" .... ,. lltk \.J ........ £ral1 ...... up tlh ("" t. .. f'blrf ro( ~ ..... , "''""" d:l'\"''l1i.h m 
Mo!U. Uxl •oo -1 ~~ \lco-AJmual Uollri<b. <0-...du o( lho &oral N. E. I );.,.. Regraded Unclassified
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,.,.,.,.. n. _, 1......, Y.l _.... a ~~~ .. ft• 1W PM~ "Mt at t-....J.a. I ~ 
the.t" ......w ..... , ..... f<J ... ,lfldrw,. tl;r ,,_ ,, ... tt. ..,.,.... ..... ... ..a...c~ and .... 
•- tt.. ~ t~wtor 1att: " , ... tbat '' .t:-1.1 ,.,. .,.. ,..,~d .,., .. tl• ~"' a...w.. (IJ.J~ f7 J Q .... toC."'r1'.Jior •all"• I t.b oiiWnl...,. to.,,...__. 
ml., lbo> W..., If he ....._ ..... d wtr'.Miolr f \PJotecln .. tf; '").. ~ ~\ ., .. ~pt..~ tka1. 
to.haddroeioWw.-...r., • m tU r:~t .1.-urrJu:tt. J r.W.oJ •J f-4'-"al u.d \4old ba 1.r ._. fi,J.t I• t hfJ I ~I ultl.o labllo.J, 

t k .. HI r - ... :- DPJ n ··~ ·'llhlal"\ :UI 1Uth .,,, ,\J•,.J.all'-!f ~~~ h·ni1'P""'· who bad 
&n'l,t .. l (,.ofiJ l :tiJ.J••,.fl•• ••L• ''''' tto,~ afoJ.,..IIIWflll tol ( llill oo( Air 1'-IAft AIJIJA (~III!Uind ••lid 0 tl '"nuol r c I ..... Alll·d .\It l·'u" I'll. r ..... dA,. '" \J•I<J 1;. I \IJojhd J(lllbrt' IUid ...... (~,.,.,.rnJ llt•lll at~<l ( ,,, .. r'llll fio r.lo 11 l.fco IUI~U a,.d 'd l.o u11101•l pt u .. fur tho witJidNwal. Jn 
SUhl.tJ•""· I J4W' tlt ,., ..-...1 I ~ n n•l flhd '''" f !(nt ru••t, ••~"I ,.,,.., tl'>• ., nk·r naval ,.m.r, .r, l<A"~tr­
Ar:lrn;nl Z'f"""'"" Uo .\ rt (', :\1t t'!., ,\I11~1•J 1'1.•1'""'• ~aNIIJ,~ ~••rf'IM:•II Cuat.lD&Iolkr, 
AJ.)t>l•(orn.r!id~!•t"'''i•l"lll I ...,J,~ ... ,J,f;nr" ••f~lfiPj• ll j,j,.,,d. 

1"hf>•ott•Anr.•o~l~ ht. 11"1· , .. '"""' II• --.d~rc·ff''J•• ·J d,,.f': l>llt t?f thrt foo:r at'fO. 
~ 4)0 ttHo ... l.moll.,. ""''' t) b.r. 'l1a.: Ill ...._.. ..... 'tar •'"'- ~lift~ 111dn.cnN Md 
alr....dJ no rr.a~t:.tcod tJ,.. ,....,,.~ n( the ke.Lrr ..... ln.- to •• ,.. ......,... • .._. tD ~ .... ,.,. 
To a,...,. ~""'t....,on tht .. ,p-4.1M!iruCin•,. .. ~~ .. ,.. ... tu i111'U. tMU ......_UOO.ta 
• hdn-. \\ ~~ ntlt a!'uN tD ;M<i I"''~ ....... f,~ tlW •Wih<ln•alolthe -..jonl1 oC U.., 6~ 1 .. rt to!'>_..,,.. t4 J"f''okol tbp ..,.- t- \._ ......... w11. th. .... (If lUI.} a 
t.tu:.- a"'-.lllt I) ,.,t.alto» I hot tit! ""'cltlw X. f:. I. n.~_,U..t M ... t..blr.r..-cf. 
,.,..,.. ...-11.1~ • 1\inttop.orr,lo i.e rdrJ.oftrd • ~ .,.,.., h t1&. r t~Lr"ft frwa 
l'-lll'lllalt'lll 11-lll~•u•.,..-• totl'it-- u •1.-rMinc t\o.t., .. ) fun-... a t • din~ 
l!l'Mtt.(f'"¢N1_.ft.,.....o! I.,, 4lll&rl-,J o\ It WMil'lM11d ... ( ..... \9J .. ,J ~Jnwn, AJid n.,.at. 
tn ,Java anoJ Jlutt a 1U,. I" IJ>i•11 )affr, lilAt II .. imJIO,_IIIII f,lf. Ill I WIM41ht A Wiflllk..., (<:t't"ft 
.-nbm · I••· '"' ,~~I • ••"~'" r ''"' mr '"'"·and tbu tbot •ct/f.l•:e' t a..w.n. ft•La.JktJ by lllo 
II.Uc:mf'' l·riJ uu "•I "''' f h' do~· lne d It>~ m tho u.d. 

~:.!. Jlurme. I•JII"'·•JIIe•l A mot [mpori.Anl bur "'''*·wh•l dl•ll'l'll l fit r<unmitmtnt. 
Op:-ralk••w •n JJu1 '"" hA•I m1 t•ff • t ~.n Ui(l d (.'ftu• •·t ll•!a)" •••I til!' too• •· l -•bkb •M 
my Ill,... I Ill'" • 111 Ill. k • "'' J•C In ..o (.~r u rrin(••r<'• m~nt• ,,( I ut•l 1111•1 111r lmt15" l111ll to b(l 
J•Mv-11.1--.J. l tJilT• I wu .:.i•llltul' • aw-~)' Cn'"' Jt,\n,.:•"'"• •"•I-' VI t ••• not an ...,.,. CUi · Jrrt.·d.l~ l""RUJ fntlllll 101 4I11•M lOH•n'1-ltl•lil!tnot l ..... t. ..... Jnady•tatn.l,fto..,r,n. 
baf'Odr.<l t~.ll,t 11, 11 1a -h •ol<l ,..Niol,n 1.1n L ~ lh,. N>t•ln.l ot lt~~l••• •~~ol h'uJ ~ o' • ~1. 
I •.hot.loi ._.,. .. JM'I·' ,.,.1 r')OJ'!' •H• ·ly •rsi.Dtc tL... rt.rld. ,, to 1• .. 1'11-t h Ull tl,e All!).\ 
( . ....._...... '*~ r ,._..., ,....,. .... ~a._ .. ry w w ... ~'" J .. ,....... ,_....... m ""-•· 
I bd ~'"'tiM"'''"'' el Jar-- Jlr"1iil.-nll__.. &rd t.lilo\Mtt..t .., J..a..C"Clpee'd ... 
M11"'l! oprnot._ ta ,.,. t'tlib,.-..~y. aNI .., '· •· r. ta.r,o- ....U.J '* t.. ..w. w 
111Dd-:nU.• • .....,.. ~!p • lt....; aod 1 ~ ••• _......, u..-•• bra•Jt.il.-'1*-"& 
&.u~ tL. ~ tor-J ddt."" £ottoNtht~ "'f•ft iunlnc tu.-:t • ..,.,,...Jcohuadt . 

.\1 .... u~ ,..,....... I ...... n ... t (~ u .. ,.. .... IU .... to «<l''llntl fh' ...... Ll·t Ul the 
r"V1'1b wt~l of JMitMT) 1 ~to """'f" .. e- d! ofjllkl oa m~· (toni lite """rt.-ndt'l'l in """""· n, .. .l·•t•r• ..., J,.tJ ,,,,.,dnd T~~"" 1-a ••111,. ("'"" •n l Md t~&Arwd -.~tw-v 
l"llt'(:o"·~- l II• • "' lf"''"i"' n ~~ .fanWtrJ· :1/i and f:ou1ttt tiJ~ a lutl"u lmrro,r<L Y atlh 
llttJ}f'{( l11lll ""' «'"olol t .. llltl IIJI 1 ~~ff f.I'IIL. (()ftr In l;nl•llrl) f'fll' my ••llfllllr.! M a dj,.taJI('C' r,.. •••• lla.llll'l"''"· ' 111f' .,, tltuntl(ifl Will! •MiJ.u tnry; '"'" J ll';j<' .. nl•• flir rJt lda (Jfl Banguuu 
law in l "-•L•-ml•• r l1ad 1 •il••~ ·t l lht~ "' f'tu)· J~avy t-allu• ll~ nml hAflnht l+tt II rc PJ..ttt~J. 

:!.1. Tht· JI"'IWntlaltoatw.n tn theflr.<f of Janu"ry wulhat \'tkll• •~" l .a•lir~flirttd IIOtQn ~ 00 olt.J*lll"'<tl (l•l)tf,)a and Jap.u~ IIIJr (Of'l.n. flliJI"'i.t.Jiy at jl.aJ ~~-pat!, W"(' bad 
r..i~ tO•Iop thr "''"'h•~~o"J l.f'l'lC"·• ul J!l~ nP"Lt...., ,\&'I loiN J..... ~n au., W 
a.nd lAki-n U. thr &..e fl.-\• t (tt. ~a1b: tior-f'l! •••tU.I a 11111\'")' al llot.Liar-J..n •Ide It •-.1•\ 
at arry I 11:0" .,, r .._. h DCa ~ cw- Band1 ,...a ; • tMid (.., .. • .. "'P"' d m tw. 
South C:W.. Joi.• ar.d •II~& t. dlftlltnlan ~-r.rar.-. cr !>! ICI*lta 4lw.r (~ U. 't.lar­
lwJ blot Q r • .,..'lfd t.o ntl"'lld .aato ~ lftPJ'Cft' J.a..t. b _...,._ •• U..l bt Mo.t.rin. aa.~ &111:'01* ... thr.IPOA!, 

To ..... , tJ.e •!""" ~~ar..,.... r a..d .... nl.c~- f.JI"'Or' IIIUt .... .,. r .. , lfuo~t .... aD""'._ and ,..,...,.?•n N;Jt (;n f"M'tort d .. ,,. •''"' ~, rtpav (!c f'lf t. .\ Cl(la''CY 
t"l>>tamtnt: tt.• Jto.lh llt•~ ttc- UCII' t npo.f aJr.adv .,.,,,,.!ll.&ll J• t ,..., Lt~ t ~.ap~. 
So DM.Ir-. lan.-t (.-:,._ WI',. IJI llp~t t..r .,...,,_,.. • I"( ~L (loar a!r •lr L u., (.oro:"' ·~pri~~rti 
1Jtt_kl m""' tl.an loflo~~Hraa- 4 rn IOH .\nuiruhen-,. lot.n.t ... ,.., n ... IJUIIII ··~~ IK~Snbrrt aYaJalJJc -.r-re fllfl_r H1fti1['11.Jift til" II< r, l .. 't' offiinra JClfl'o 

1\ ,.tf, t 10" t t•l al,.:t llll nt ~o( Ul lltat:rl($t!AI, llown "" thr 111..- r.n t 11rrlt r .. I•'PtmWiahlo " , 
t't'Aclwcl 111111 11.• lllfl f'tu l 11( J,.11111r), I ul J:•'OI 1\llty ~f~~t'IIIJ,It aJr .,lnr .. rt , IT! 11111 attn '"II: • ffl• 
only tuMdrnt to" pi4CI! ••• I K''• 1tt1d th~ Atu.I...JI.an (lnHnunnll 111,..• Uf'l'd Inc rctll.tJdrr 
alii( Jll'1'1a~Uif' rvrtll\ .. ,.,. fj( r tllr" juf''"' .... llt.t ,.,, AUIJA tn ""'"(.,,,.,,I I :\u tn! \, 

AJU~J:Pth r U.. CJIUIIo-too~ wu !'If t I•.,...J, u.-J J ft'~( tl1al f «•hJ.I d 1 Pll monr. tlur..o t ry 
tt• d.-f. oJ :s,, PJ~ l """'·a r -......." St.K&lh-n~ ..a..t t otCILI !hu ... ua, U.. ..... _..,.... ~ --
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1 ~ datM· •hat b111f. 'lrU poll- l>ltt tO •t-"""f'1.bto t.t.~:anWon to( ~ .. ut.Lrm S:u.lftt.tl'l&. 
0....-ral Tf'r l~t)t•ru" b-ad at •Y n..:r~a~•t aaow ... l hhl l,iat~ (nn Ja~• Into Stutut,_ •" 
tJ.., llif'JrU>Ili.IC\IJ v( .~ .. l•t\111') 1 •Ad I llll.d ""'' ""' Ul lltw\'"J' and IU l.lpltt A. A. a•m• ln•m Nm1•pom to /'roh• t. tl1& lll"rodrum"' at l'a&.·mhan,. L'"nfor1tm•t.-l,y ..,,, .-.1 of tltl" t1tiJ• 
""lth J(tttll ab( am•tun~IIOtt """" •UJtk •·r tl•m•,..d by f'&·IJiy •· ''"" o\ntl u·l') ltulr .\ A i!::S..~' lwwS ,.....,.d N~&~Ntn twr,.,.. th• Ja1•- &lluk. l 1Mo eo~l"'nJnat of 3 t••h" J r ~1..-.di'Vf• •""It F"-rhtrr Sta-tn .... ..._. ll«-n Wltlloil,..• n In 1!1. t•• M'rudn 11..,. tn ,._ -.t.~~uvrrw.ud vt I...._ .... r...- •• •• ,....,. toWd .,.,. "J'JCllf1 •• ttw .... 
of s.p,_...t .a..«>,..,.tt..a.,...dn.to \\•t Ja,a lftllll' ............ '-' ~t.nuL 

A• .-.n' tGit'fO) ol ...... _... .............. airhw.t ....... '*-... 1.&.~ 
nrorth-.ea.t Cll ~ ........ c-arl)' Ia Fron...ty ,\I er. t.hil WM th< , lot lot Utoh.-.l<t" a P'-.!W. 
an.a..:t M ~mtE•I•'"' frula IIOI.waN, b 1l ..,, •"'" llc••·W.<d th•t lt•/)n l•M" ubJt'l."'--""' ,..,. KllutM-m S"u.n .. tra••-..1 tlat n ...... ualy '41 All ll14f Hll 1h11 lu.th••n ~It•• lc on Stnllif"'"t 
1•1•nd hid tnll-tl~ •uflldon. f"Utn-· t ••nJ .. ,.'fJ! hn u•cmbly 11o1 t hll •f\lou•rn N'ld of .la va 
IJ( ~•rh IIAtlll 1trl~h11 (ol~ lUI • f'n• lnllll'lhW, 1rrdtb lht< intf'Jili"u u( alta• lrdnp tb(o Wtl\l'1 
from t be Annmt~ru~ h llu>li•u ..oon &II it m••l" a l tll'ltf'. <hrtn~r "''1"11..)'-ln rt'ft..,U.U.,aud the 
d»lMW'ft mwlnrl our Mva.l furt.'t' WM ""'" n-•.t1 (nr ~ till f tl ru.l.r)' 1• 

At cb•a on U~o: 13th F~brut)' th-o rtW&) •'"'1 _,,.,..J ••th (,.,. llw ,\.~-; twl} • thr Itt!&....,_ 1t•) ,b ....... ...,..~Pat...-a. • ""' df'OI fWd .. U11...., PUtat..lc 
.,.roc~rom. ....t dwo od ............_ At th. .._ tua- • ...... ,. au....., 1r1 t.,-~ Ucu..,.n 
ud ..,.. .,.._ •W:ht,.,.., wet .-. (JD ....... ~ l ~ ........ *"CC .......-~ 
~ lo ll•' ~··.-htn- S·turod,._ a.-...tro.J '.'"""' f•rr ~hu.a ~·••l...t cb.J'i A~~-1 aJ)(I ca.~n ouft..~ AJT&I1Jt1ft• llt• •·r~ rlo.IC a'ailalol... ( •oflfuMd ti~b\111111, foll••'l'lf'<l an• I aiJl.UJ )JAI'a• 
rlttJI i•t.s ,.,...,. ••·• ''"'*'•od fur ; lmt rnr•m• hlll'l ~bfl ~nf'lrly ~~utbt~n~ UJ.-·111 w•lt hllrl I\ lit hf'l l 
S•11t1Mnll and 011 t l,t+ monunp; of lllfl 161 II • rul"''t' o f a l)t)UI out tlitl••t•u ••• a,d,..,, Ul~ t•tl J•n.kmbt.nj:t l•y aiiJ~~,~~M I\*o m·I'T •Jif)I'OIIt t-..-•. 

t.hlr Mul (otf'l• wrnt tbrou:!fh lhto ( ' p•r ~t,.tl lwtW'I'ftl lt..n~ ... lUI t"ft l·l uuk 
oe tlwo n·:rht o( llw I hh l$1-h bat WM t I-t tn itlt..n:t"pt thto uwuoy n .. r_ thP whallt 
nf ttl. I :.:.Ia at • .,. -. ....... to., ·••Jolo.r.lt, U>\ttuftr uti ... ••l>k-~&e ... " bo•t.bc a•wb. £.rtom~~tt"IJ •lta..t t'&fl • ._,.., 1.,_, ta doNl"7""' ... 1..& t.,. ••r.U."• ,.....( 

A.Danibl.t.-amnl't.Untilk,Doh-llaat \lllf'riar.n,Wf'f'l'd•-""'tWola anw~.U..a,.,...-
n.-ow, -.hi b had f'll&a\J.-bHf lt.M-1( ._,. tbo n<lr'th ftld o( JS.t>~ ~traJI, a.~-J ..... t l.hf. 

ln.nd.iti!! <"'n'n and .rn•ll ,.._.w .... ,.h lt.~l IJJt ll11· "''""" [l"lJIJI tlw t'loll\u:f \\ry ,...,.">' (.-t~AhiM wrno unclu~tl•tt•lly ud!wlc'f on Ill 4'11• "'?'I') llttwr al iA• k•, hut cmr ntunhton •• no 
lutumclo•nl til •l-op lhfi!Lolwm~.ah~thrr lly ll•·bru-.ary JO II tHc,.lllll ob\lullll tla L 11· ,, 
't\11.aUtt It' bOJ>tO of l:.ttl•h•IIC Sosulwom St.JJiliLI,., 

~"1 - 1 w.Ail ••tt thbl cb~c~ hold1na a f'l tl~ "'"...,at my b~., tart<'" .. ,th 1~ Govt:m<•r f'ot-rwtal olth s K 1 ... \~ a .. Ho. ~ .,.., (1., n ... J Trr 1\1.~ .... tiM ,_,.II ......... , 
by tlw WI o( "'~P"'"' &DJ. &.lw ..,.,. aHa k • :O.:u.matnl. f • .,. d«:dtd to dn-m ''' 
JaY.al•o .aup •'*' ~ J-' unnd at (l...C.hatftllll S....1-.m' aaatra. 'l'1!.q-~--1 ....., aqucbua W U..-n W1t!a Jjpt .,., 1..1, ud tar ••lniH'I" 1-.rw. c r U. A•.ralau~ 
O•rs-. tn.rhl<l nc •....., f\o.laerr battA! 1111 t•ttll t It• f'Cttu,_.....•l aro.t ('no li-Mhi,... (;"n 
httt'i\IM:. t••t.Mout ma•J.I-M guna). Th..oor~ rouLd nul lxo unl<...-W 111 I•I'DI ( r any •-tul 
1rt.m m ~ nnatr- hut IV"Id .._i.t Ill tbt'l ell·(. 111~ t>[ Java. I (,It, l•o• \t r, l-onnd tQ •llrn 
tb~ oovemo•r·Ht·n•·nll N 1~. 1. thAt. In th~'~ nr.·lun•l•ttr.a~th" AutlMIII\11 i lcn t mm.,rn ml~~:ht 
ht• nohle11111ll11 allo• l llf'lr tr'OOpl to l.antJ In oiJu•a, I •u~d!IU Apt•·rull\ ••fi,. l it~ l.f'"'tc'trtnt 
1 11:111. al\rr LM• (lo n(,,.. ~-

S,.:n dn. t' bnw_, lft. aflft fu:rtl r ••H'lllwPnhon ofth-· .,, .. ,,~" uwl dilo-k-11 
wtlh (......-raJ l:nt1 and Aor lla...t...J • ._.,...., t ..,.., tn tlwol'tult(_. ol).t.al' • (uU ap~-­llf tJv puWrm cA ..... dr(......,. or Jaw.. n• .....,... ... vnn •. \,.pred~.l •• -. n ... 
C:GDo:l I ~ •- U.U JaJMt- uar..aa ttr l&'t"• -..dl~y lo ~- to.(,. t-'"' ...t ol •. ........,. . I MUid ltold eut l11a. a..•J• ul J.o"'""'""' ~ or • .r ro-J"' '"I tiM U.Tad." • ,1 h 11ir Nt .... t. l.aDd and IIJ'I' t. ~ a.l my di•pl-.1 t" I k 1,- I•J 1X' .., ut u .. 
tntnwod~au• (uhtJ'f', "'h• 'l~tion th"''"f1'•if'llllft- tor wlt.at fnr-th"'' AI• I nwrtl'l""t 11h• tl I 
llf" pttl in!O tbt· !I· (t'SI f\ Clfofa"' lht' UIJl:l•tll J•I'Ctl>lt 1!1 hrfn~ li-lt• dt"!llrtttmu hf thfl <\IIMin.llttn 
(\trJM. 1 ron•lc .. •n'fl t ll.ilt tho arrtmty 4.1( U11rfllll 11nd Allllm.IIA "'''"' th"' u•• 1 vltA1mtt•l....., 
fiW'IItl itt t11 · Wllf' u ~ln•t .FAJ!An and that 4•fl'•lrl• •hooo:•H not 1..4• m11~t. ,., ,..mftttf'll ''""" •hi b. mt.,rl11 to dJ """..., 1.he dt-(O!ftoNO ot Jl,.rm,. lit .\"lllfaJa. I fftot•m""'""tJ,.,.I th•_,..(,,,. 
tlut lh- rWI; ur a.tlr I!IJ lin« t.o bnd thr \ + •'• U1oAJ1 c..,.. • Ja..-a •• ••1·•~•tnblr . ..,._ 
thr -hac'''"_.. t•tt~lol.,ot ... ~ ... ..::i=""&.ori ud Op"nlon Lrfore lUr'\' .. !::l .. ...,. r ...... ~ ~~ aac~ ,.._ • ...,. c .. a..rr,.. ,..., .w.u., n1 ·'~. UM£ ,._, 
•• Jruc 001' di .. Woll. ..d if,_.,.. tM., ( IWJ' ..._ld, l!ofo d~ kJ IJ.~ ) &l•t 
h'hAIDUt:udo<l li!AI ..... ,.,J,a ... alf'Jll.bwJd ... , .... \o ba.ild up a ~·•) bv.o'-" (Qftl Iff ....... 

311, On l'c-l•ru•n I ~!till an4'r Cmbo'f ~u ....... _ ... n •nth my romm .. •••l•·,. I ''"'n • n..n""J 
CMrl• W ~t•ff tltal ., n '"d"tl • •u~·l•lul t! f•'fl•'fl' 61" J ava d flllRI t)! ly dt.Jiibtfulllhtll 
,..~t"tt m~ n JI:!UIIo M11tioo011 lor~ dJV1 ,...,m t>l l)lfl Au ... tl'llluUl f'ur1• to B~~rm~. abd 
lbe- Nta.bhtbftlllllt ~a IM') bouilitr lWltl II' U1mu.a ( .. t\ PJ-Dl)U 11 0 .) Regraded Unclassified
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S'~ it .. •7 .. .,..~ ... tM J.,..,.. • .,. ...... ...a, fonUd· 
..... ~. Nt.H ........... P'~-- il ~ .......... , ...... ~ ..... 
W'niL t.t. ~ ...... ~yprd uJ &1. a.lr ~ •• .., na..,.,. .. .-a ....... ~ 
·-~ tlaat ........ ..u, ............... ~ t•Ln ..... ~ ,, ... , vl"" .Allie..,. ........ 

Oa t;-e""· ....... tit JJt.~t •• , "'""' t.o kn~ •t kut • r ....... ,..,"'"' ,.,.JW1't o( J:IUrolltlC 
au Ml~t)' ...... dllf! \o a.,.,...,ol<d an U.. N E. I l•w }'d-•NI.t') ,., ~.,. Iii. Jn J..-..cht'8 
1M l't'tn:t'orwCJ~ortttll .,hr. h """''-4 t..n-lr~~t~!it'lt'd to tb~t. • .,. .... ~ ,, ""' hu~ atld in ""' 
I•~« 1t.11p •bt!n the J•....-. bad folft.f.LI.iahtrd air b1.8 ln dt- l''l'li~I!IIIIY tu Ja,·a lhf, 
Alllol'llatr fa«e ""'"" quklrJy U'rff"W-1t• lut81l, 

The r'OIUIOIII8 f<•r '''"' f111lu~ ,.,. 11lr •y;"•fn-ITf1'rlt'nta \0 am,·~Ju\'" """n h>~hf ,uro In r-r-· 
art(>b 17. 'tJwo i•l"• fh"t. air furt("'t!IO OIX-r.ttlt JJ'Of1h t'l)' ••lltOIII pn•J~ r *'"'''u"l u,.nlaa· 
tlun. il a mo.t d".n.flc.ol"'~ t•l}(', •n,ltb. mn4ul•ty uf ab ft•"'" U. in ruht.t """ t l) htnakd 
and no Rft!!il« lball thwt or La.nd (,,,_ unt.i• ~ oumbrn ,,( tnn~~>p.*fl ••n-nl\ .,,. 
aYU..bk. 
~ Jape.NM rt.o f r tt:ft Ol'fGJifoi!Ge I( ll.ala,r. ud IJw ~ ~~ f ... .aLII'""f'"" ad 

.. •bodln-l: 1t b. twc" .S..Cntwod in .... ,._...P' ~ ()( «hit ~~ ._ h .... ~ on. 
••m••m·na.., •pt'f"'Ur''ty }.yatt"' k c• tJw. ~ el U. 9J fai"IC fun.-, 

F(lt'k.De,..,..ta.t•UJ'r•adr (r.-auadu:oa~-•,•r~ •a.NuJ-•nul _, 
1M tod. Ow ~"')"t \o ~·P'" thd;wh tlw)- had l4lo...., ~.......,. ••t. n w.dun f'U7,.. ~prd a~ ........ ,.,..,..,... whae TIID)OIIIft l"rw-k tN ·~'""' u.u .. n •• •LWI a\. ane1.-eb ~ c.u.wwdabw\ 1:.'0-.~Dp~. ... .,. .. ,,o&jk•d. • 

'f'be JaJ,.,.... t.nd.irtp lD I~, C,k-f_ and Oi.hrr W.... w.c,.JJW. .. jt-df tn wo;h 
~-~ ..00 Willi IIKh J)ftl\') l lll,al and IJJ' JU)Ipor't U tO (ltff'll\11111 tllf, •m11J rrn.on. 
..tlkh btkl tbtm. lo Mal•)•· •1"'"' lhft numrnral d.Uiplntr 'flU-., •b" ,, ... ,'*"" lf'OOJ"' 
unduubt~·tUy out•man~M>U\•n-d Oil til by tllf'lr IU J~r mol·l!Jt~· lr•it hou: and P"'fiiLnllion. 
Jly the ome S&agopon!- Ullurl ' 'Ill """'ht'{l thtw quaJd18, t~l"'JM'r ••d• air tuJ• n~.nt'' Nd 
...ila!~iabcd • moMI IWII't"l'fl•ncy "bldl t.lllldo the ,.U.tAooo of ll.o ~111$•1~ ratri111,11\ '~t.1r. 
bl!6rted atld ddapJIOi.ntl-f\1• 

3$, WI' W'f'l'fl hamJ"f'rttJ lit d111 fiMI •I•~:"• wiw!o tbt &triuJ c ( tt·&nr 1(\'"1'1'1~• IIIU a 
matt~r o( ~n-nu•• ur¥'tn.r)", l•y tM f•tt thAt the abiJ• bnn~111111 "''tJ,.,,-mt lit4-.. auc. 
loadfd \lorti...Uy : [c: l.n.t..ot.·.-, ttw rc'l"'ontWI oC a a:ru..:h...uf' trun toau .. l ·n annrd,. Jua 
and mr,ht u,.. t.c.mnl ... t·&. ''"' llaat th r tDA<~ r.. sod~~~~ ~~Wt~C Wf'rf in ...a.r 
akip ct.. -...o~ da~ &..cu Ia C..<t il ..a. ._tty~ f•• _,raJ ._.LI.I ,.( ..... -.. 
•""""· --•~ ...... 0\"tt two Clf' thrN 1ftf"b. bt(Oft- lurua.t--. .. Ia u a Bnpollt 
fNUP....,. ~~- :.. ~rt. ~1 fll abpprll" •P-c. ~ ~ Ual Mrt It ilt apt to 
fft"'la ~ t.ad.OI ............. ,. 

36. From the .Uu>drr-nt ofh•hrt- •nu,o:- die *'"--'• 1 .. .,. • d•tuw1 ,..,..~to 
tl'&t- wt.ra _.. •mtiA:t tlw ....,C.nt'fo ofC~a ,_,. tiU'Ut-'J' It m•~ht thm ha..-t~btorrt IDOft! 
J"Udmt t.o let.(:~,_. a.nd 4:'t•nt("'\tratfl fill ho&clm~ <'tt-1~.00 our I'ILI••n l.•h\a. It m:t~bt 

lio • \Jy ba\·e korn m•lftl f"'".i• nt hr M to J, L Lbto N. E. I. 110 atld tn C'I•I•N 11tniltl fin MJIIun~ 
uma. ...cl A•trahaii('(·Urf, lltiit uwhlof! prod"ftCC h• fle\('t .}''' •c" l•nl, .. '" C'41nl~ 

M W11nll• IUlli (ron• tllf, pohtlc.IJII'llllt ~r , k'w It WC1'11Id ha.ve bc~n u Uflllllii~JIIJI!I to al.-ndofl 
uur t.lOut·hflartW Ouuh all..._...., hhouttbto utmon tJJ'ort to l1dp tlln., '"It "n~•l• l lut\ e bN n 
")'i!llr e~rlk• to le.Ht tl•e l(llllant 0f"l'l·h '"*'!)ported. Ou.r ..,(,t,.nn• to GrHot~· (IOii u• 
('Jtoto and pla{'f'(l ••m r'fAtdiM 11h~N~In tht~ .\!l"dJtrrrunt'IIIJI; 4.'11r aili'lll\'' I•• hokt tJ~~t N. t:, I, 
baa «<lL WI Burma and bM plal'ffllndia Slid Ce,}loo ln da'«''' l•ult••• m both UUttaAt~ 
u tAX>.k lhtt rigbt, the oo.ly, <kotillio.., l ha\·o no doub-t.. Ju.1 .. I 1IIIJ t .. tlt 'ltJ thllt Ollt r"\_· 
Jlf(llbPft tO 0"'"'f' ..-.. t.y IV) IDf'Atll the ft..rlum hopt 11 IJIA\ ~~'"a~f"'"""'' ... the AJIJt.l at~P' t.o dtCtOO tiN- N F .. I •lfh\ w.U !Ia~ lwKl • mono; of'tiiNilr-. ',.-..., pri01 1pt.. 
tl ~"' tW ~1M ""'•ly ..t M t.r (l.lr'fi'Vd M ~~ ... at-~ bto -..h..t&iard a.t .U 
tOdt Ud. •ill m U. r.d t-n., n.cory. 

n. t!'ort.oiU.. AJbf. ,. t'-~ W. Pktlr. ~· ~•l..._..,.t,..U} ,DfU,-:..,J 
W"'fft ~ ...... ., • ..,...~ ........... 1mow t.Utt.. .............. , 1lwt 
pUantattAtbf:A&ht O.t.-h.l~ntNantl \l'lk'riraow.,..pa ... Sit'lnl'l.....,1. a.....-yoddlt 
and Ull aw:a.t e(uou.nl-"" (• ht•lftl '""• nrta.lr.J:r DOl~'" •am 

J'T. 1 llhould b,q.lo hri"t t-J &II) tu nuei"" the •wk pflf.., f,JI,,..I,« IU!ft' fiCin,. an.J 
oom:m•ndttl :-

VIoe-.Admirtl B"Uric!b. (',"'"''-"'ld"to(th, ftcn .. J X. t:. I 1\n' aM C11l ( ,.( tM 
Na"al~t.11rl''n Uw l•m·r JIAI't of tbo f'ku,paiam. •l••••ll~·u .. J 11141 f•·l'\ll,. under 
hilt <"'mll!Mld "'"" •1.:•11 ar~•l rtWotulion. 

ltat•Acl.mirll.l Palllatt, n. H. -~·IIW.M dC"J•Uty Chitof or d ~ s~"·' Kt.ft' thhll•l(bou• . 
bill NJ01 jt~tlp.:t"l)"l •l Alttll.:l>< ""''""'r W.C'l"C IU\'&I14Aita.. ' 

IJtuU:aa.ct.Gtctrtl Ttr PootWD •hn t"tlmmandnl th"' All1 ... 1 knd (. ,...._ ja tho 
N. F- I 1 lw bat>~IL.-It •~"'J~te b~-to~ at b du~.oaeai•Ub tftl..k"n yat.~J 
ro~nl W.. tltrW-t at Gill all nru-a'•,_. 

Regraded Unclassified
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.A)-t ,,.,)IIJt..t. A • 

(Jtf'f'w~Cin:aC....U ~· ....... ,._. YU !h .. l~..n IN! ...._ • .b~• 'M ..,._., .. ~ ,., .. a.. .... t• u .. JL:u<&uan.o.r-.-c: u .. 
W I 

AI"PD"DU .. a•. 
Ck-rw•• • Cln:a c..-.. So fWM.:S. DAna,... nn JaftdT lkl, ,.. Aao&~&('IQ•. ~CQ_..., ~-•f'CII.:& 

J:w-Jfor o...n,J J>t:;lt('1\AL tt- o-n.1 w.n--.:LL. 
Pri_,..,~~AtopJnu_-..d_....., ... ._ ... klooo l.o-•1• Y•••f~•I~M w1111d,..~ 1o0 

ioll&.~~d lot -t l.o af04d d~l ... ''""' 11111_,- "-Dl- .... Ma~.fl.f •ililfl IIWI1 JW.IIII~ 
~., Wuld., .... idl )'611 ... ol , ......... - ... hottl ror .....,. .onlk. \'c. ..... llllf,r J•«hr<l d- ..,. k""'''"' 
~,., cklM -~cl. oa b.tdt. O<IOd t-tJ. •• 111,. ..... mu J'(lllt JudpM:M.. K4q, • f~•dylof<A~~~«< 
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.APPD'DIX • E 

Onw..- nr.. r ....... \". &1!.$-:-•• ,.,.. na •~ rnar ...... 1~u ,....,. ., .. * .,.. ,.,~ ,. • .-. 
l' u Joo Bun&&• YO..-n .. "TO• ,...t_. ...... c..o a. 

tCOfl "-
1 R.~-W1 rw'f'W'•I _,. ,.,_... P.U..F.liBAXG _,. _....,_ tW. ......... ,.._ ... -t.y_....,...,,....., u. ....... ,. ...... PALI:llJU.'\:G II 4Vl ... ,. W 4111'AUlU'-4;\o\•l...._ 

w ,.~ _. __....., ""--' U• a.t:.J ...,_ -:r pa ~lOll." ....-tt. ..... frl llA..'kA J-. ..,....., 
.. ~ .... ...., ........... ..., ................. ~ ...... .l.... nr..- ....... ,....,nlh_., .. , .. ~ 
.--.-~Bowtta M )11..\lU..\...,. -.11.-....w.a, ~ ~..,....,._.....,.,..,.. }.., ... _I'.U~W 
f!\.,IJ ~ ,~_..., ..... ,_,~at P,U..EYRA.-'4; II 1111 .... •ei.b.•n t•JA\A he •If* .­
~IIIJUd,•WII._..., .fo-n.Jaa r.-.t.'*tub<•tl.- •' •.:ptr-t)- A ... uU..• )It. 
...,, • .,. .. tt- - 1....., ,_., ,.,., an t:ood 01..)!..1lL\ \ L-.1 1Jw. UIDD!ol b ~ .. l.liiMI fut q1 ....C.l 
...._ ... .-............. ~ lO H.\T\\'JA. 

2 U .a.J~••td!tf."·wn.nr.a....JAJm.nlliJ:I.rRiflla.!id (I "'*'IT~'It l 'OOI',J'X r>n •"'"'• •••t.i:a a..,J t1111'1JMII ., '"'"-'"'d ...... t'lf JA.' A •u.bout ""~tLwa ~P.IATilA ~ my l' (, 0."" 7 
' "tar~-~r•l•...,..l••••rr- ,..._._b.! t.arw•bt""t 74 &,hrn 4•1 •"'t!•ll'l l·•llll .. t• 1J'11# to llrrllt•••i\tft 
M•n :MIt A_..l 11 •1u I •I l.rt.••l :!u A-......-.n 0.11. Allunfl"*t"~•tf1 1•~w~t•l t.y~a.J''•t•oru~tlr-
1· " ,. ... ,,..,.. 

lt.uJ ..,.,._..,, •• •r-u.,, 111 •-1 fowHJ.:I•I •1'rnalmaul7 '!Q Allltt"~I.O 1\.i~ttt .. IU o\..,.tl• anotln t.r~r-t..r• 
OOIIunt.,....-.'IAMI"'IAIII• 11·11 

.1 '•uur_,t...,....ld,_.Jato.li Wl~Jflldl'(~...,,.rJA\'.\ 1nl (•IJ>tl •n tJ( $.11\hn•• r;.n• 
,..,..._... ....... - _,_., II '"'-IIIIC .,.OM ,.,."""'H"'I h. tn}l,. 0 '"'" ... t n~ "'"'' ,., ll•llhll'r"'• .. ,. Mo., wl' ,...._ -1 .._, '~'au a&M.l.ll • poru .. 1 ~·, ·• .. u1 or.\ llllf'lllU.h "'''......,. II• 
1.~ .... ....a ... ,..._ • .,, ...... -.. aaa .~~Lt1 . 

I • 
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A!,Pf~~"lll ;X" 0 ••. 
0CTWAilO CtrnuC,..us ~0. 0 15 17, 0.n-1m TH• IS'ru f'UIItl'A._1lY UH~. now. AID4COM, TO ltllJT)II . .&If W.&~mlfOfOlC 

roa Coxaou.o C. 0. S. "tiiOOti&S J'On C. 0 . S. 
F't(lrtl GenNSJ \VA VELL A W 10. 
I 1~ m.a.lto 1ny OIZSS of IB/Z to C. I. 0. S 111ld f.lold·Mvahal Dn.r. ofti~l t••lrwam A''.-"· 9 to 0. 0. S. 
ll. Suit~~• it """" trrith•n bavfo Ki(t.ln ,..ithln 1-Mt ~ boo~ tJ.IJICti.OO probkm or ninl d¢1','-CJ!'t(t q.( JA Vi\ wilb 

A(lml.nlla HEU'RICJJ, OLASFVRl> ani) PAJ .. LIS f;u lAnd de·(~ ~~ wllb 0oi)Onl1 'fER fJ00H1'"F.X anrl 11-ir 
d .. !'l·n~ wll b OC!nNtl ORf::J'T and Alt MAIWI.Ill PI~HtSF.. My fl• neral CIOnt.hWou la th.a.t w~uJ deft•non of 
J:\ V,\ Vf'lth ....,_II"CllOI&\'IlllAb"' and in !light t'X't~nl'lly dc111Ltful if Ja1>~ at 1> ntpJdly and ln al~lt,gtll •• thnc t.. 
, '""'Y lik.ehbood lbey vnlL JVpc.n. this morom:J indtclllc• thtlt. advan~ to llAl..l or LOUBOK L. now lllklt\g 
pla.oo. 

3. Efl'ucth·e Dutth Ogbtlng fort'!lt only four mbbUn Lrfp,adc» of l hn!e bAtUIJiou!l e&th with Ulde a.rt.l~. Sd 
Jl'f!l' crnL al'1} natiV(! ttOOI»~· lkomaind..v Dutth (C)fttljl&r& 11La.do ee&HC!tl"d OW)f IAJ.tnd. 

Orw aqu~ 3 U1~n1 wtth U~;ltt.tu.rtb u d about. 1,2061\ 1&6lnliAo lrooJ» tJ"(!. bolt~$! landod (or 6et00romt­
tlf.f(!noo. rNt:JAind i'C' or A._•lralian li'OOPII in ORCADf.li .ro tltll.t'lQt.'((, C001...,..1 TER L'OORTEN agnxw !.hal 
CtOOIII now •"a.ilabSo can do bul& to lltOp iu\·a.sion. 

4 Sin('(! OUT •ucnlllllful d~to)'l!l' Al lVlt: at. BAL.Il~.PAPAN r b'veftnun;lc-ilfl&lorunlu'rky inu~eo(J\llVJll 
ill'ik~ (QI'Cltl h n. <'Ont'll.'nl.to.t"€1 (!!'~.#. o( Jt\ VA toAllAr-1; C'OQ>oyth.at. IOinllO ) lt\OASiMR And (!U(>Dl)' bombing. 
41t.Ack wbkl1 dAma,;•-..d ~L·\RBLfo!llt~\1) arid UOUSTO:S dro,·\1 it hAck .inlo blll'boof. lt. wutb(\n mo"t!<l -~t. to 
J~ot.con,·ov (ton' AN AMBAS iab..nd.l w-hicl1rnvad•«l Sootb 5<tJ :O.tATRA. l t mi«•d il by !!4 hourw. anti wa,~ •J.:"£n, 
•-u1Jj 01 ·t~\fl t~ "l':r!' tv.vy bombtng a uaok though "'"~tbwt. to... It L. MW baln; oMorn traU!d 1)6.•1i 10 UUO(tt. 11.U u-lt 

(•n UAlJ bulJMy I» 1Atv a&aln 
&. Ou.r 11ir foreo nndoohtt"dly did nmrh oxt<eut~' e~nJ"parwe atto.d:Jft$.1; P ALEi\fBANC atd if Dutdl :.!1n· 

(orct<mc.onlll and our tl-fitl-aimah ~~.rtnl>!'ry v.·bkh ba•l ani) t~ntly auh·ud blld hAd MON tlnte to «;a-ru...o duft!M& 
6U6rk ~obtluld ha,.., b. .. n &•fNtl-d f<wllr:M bn.ng 6La.rty tal&. 

6 ln p~nt.. cl.mUUtillln('JN rtty h'IC!OI'DtnelldatJocw fro111 m.llhuy point. o( viO:W' I!Lro tb&t. ;-
{t.l) Au..otrlllian«<f'JM ~di\t'C'tf>d to DUJUt.\ , If Dl.IO IA ill utw.ble~ to roct!h•e~ wb.$t.pt0>1ent, pcrtahould 

bo la.ndOO at ('M.Cl.ITfA 114 I'N.'n·o for JJUrOJA 
(6) UOA\')' bomber (OI'\."'.Jiould bn hiUit op iu BUR:\1:\ .. aoo11 11.11 po.iblo for opc.ratlol-.. aga.b~ JapaiWO' 

L. of0.11nd .._.,o rtually JA I\\1'\ i ~AC·II: 

·~) N'll'r"l ancl nlt (or('t'l' in J A \l'A a.r011 •hoold t"antlnu~ lO llllt., aJI poasiblo o.fl'tru:h'fl ardon flg&irut rnrmy 
and Lbat Mlal and ait n'infOr«""mrntll f*Trn.u.rlcil"d for tbit .,,.,. tlt.ould I.'Nltil'll.tfl lO be l'l:tlL unl~ 

otllt n be ord~'l'td fro1n hero. t>con..J.d...r .. ou c•n o1 m llit enuny tome "ti'Y elfoct.i\·o bll)1ul from 
J.\VA. 

APPt::~DLX "ll '', 

Ol:ln'AID Cnonta CA.IILr. ,N'!), t\2076. t\Anu Tn~ !~o FeliJm . .utv IOJZ, nrur ,\ aru.ooll, TO Bfll'l')u!'l 
w .. 'ilii 'OTON ro• Cu.»nz_:.-u• C. 0. s. RJ:I'Il.tn::o 'faooi'"EU l..oYool!l" roa c. 0. S.. 

C. C. 0 S. 10 . t'rom Ol l'li'rd Wo~.\ VF:I:.L. 
I 81H:TT • n•l myf;(ll( ~~nw Gcn~t'lr·C""-JJ~.rAi lhU f'nnitu.: 1111d dittuli«'d your DBA.~ witb hlm M N'fl;n.nt. 

f'nnth).llnrl J .\ YA, timo o( 'll'"llbdra"'..J ABDA bc.d~1aan...,. and clroc1. on public rnonk• Alto ronunuJutlll~d lO 
hien JOUT 1)8.\ . !12. 

~ Xo lhtl5t'laltyf11lm'it Mntmtu'ld J:\ \ 'A. OrpnlMtitlll nlrurly In f'J:"'ent'IO bo._,(oro AlU>.:.\ bNdquar~ra 
•rriVl'd lllld <'Obunandt·fll or nA\a.l, lanJ anchit roi'C'ttll in ill&nd art~lllt~ly t)jlt('b. 

3 D~.u~b r~ IU ... ~y to viab any or"'"'' ,_,·,.-ntatl~ on ABO.\ n Q ..... JtbdraW'ft 
.e R«omtn('Dil lha l.. ABDA h~Q1111.f1..,.• .mould nQt. b!t ordt""'<lla lto •ltbdro.•l'l but ahou.ld be d.U1110h·(K), 

lt-..(ln ~~~-n 10110'1114 bco lbllt not~m of'HUIUI \ t<~IN"DlA lo6\'M AU1H &f\• pra.tt.lcUly ~rh.hotlf MtlUI1A.n•lf'.tcrt~t> 
J(ll'al d.!,·n · tl JAVA •l l h can 1,.. br-1.-lol'r . .. 1..-rl.erl ,mJ, r orf«hW O;;Uh CJil;l.nU!ll.r.n PlrU .. U'IlJ~E.'i al1ould 
JGWII. 10 Am.·rliNUI (lOitllrul. )\ W. Al"STilALJ.A to Au~~tralw.n ('ummaml Announ"''l:nt~.n~ m 1JU. forM would 
bto mu<:h ~ diJft.a{ring 10 pubUe morale In J1\\•A tW •·hbdtll.-..1 o( h~lq.l•ri4!t1 ttlao•bloro DARWI~ 
t.'ft.ly Jl'<1.....lbi.G alturualh·o lcatJun ud ub,·bJ.t thAt il would bo QtLI!~ In• lfodi\~1 l}Miro.. 

6 It abould b6 nud!\qui1fl rkr to Dut(b dr11~ ••itbdranl o( 1\bU.\ lu·...d~uiU"t• ~~,.\·or mo.a ttopJ»Go 
of warlike auppl~ to JA \'.A •~I r,11bhc ••mWnt'\•m~IIL to du• rffflf'l .. booM bo' btlldo. N .. ~ I. Oo>t!rnmcnl 
f't'Cttl .. l tllALthfl)' abwltJ ))II I'(.A-"11 trd •• to (nrnulld ti~cJ'an.) anrn"'m ..... .Jm,nt bfdedl.loo "'· ADDL\ c:otuma.Dd 
arid 1 nmllidiW It ,.....lllill that 1 ~·r •bou1d lK> 

& Aa rt11ard11 Hm~<, (:o,~·Omr·n~ l •n anrlliU!'""" that t lf.~t nt W'hhdnnl afttor ltt"11.11lon o( itlaod or 
kA,-y bt m~ attJW b had ~un ~""'111 bo '' Jlluntbllt &J.d tl1.1~ b .houJd uke pia.., a .. ooti iUI J,.aba..• 

i I Jl'fl~P0'1t lhM•for.> to malt. tJt'l'l"'l'alkru 1 ulltl tab dO atth·" tti•J'Ia for wl!hdrawaJ a.nd 10 kC!('f) intAmlion 
t WrtiT- «•L t.II J r~h·e- rt>i".>' to tM .. hJ~IUrt. Wultdta•al ot ma}orlty oflwtt.dquar«.,.. .. uJ bft "'' ,~lp to 
t I ;t.(.Jlt BO - ~"""An\- I laM t.tll....,.. f\<Jilirtld t,y Dutrh. (.'oo.ldt-•1' a.t..o •b•t llt'tlicJr catDror rOr UrltW. 
an 1 ,\u••n:.J~an lN.AJS lt:ll u~ ...fur.J .hQ~o~lJ "'·malo, 

N DIH.Tr """"N b'f Jl.ne to At'STR.o\I. IA .. ..,.,. lOIIIOft'OW to h»len dotlpAtcll cd Air tebt!f.lrOI Uh•014 rn cn 
Al..STIUUA (""my (til$ 17 a.nd AW l!:J. 

~,~;o O-tl) tu .u•r-!:t.&.u-•~ 

~ 
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S~IOii I - 1Rt ro4u.ct1Q!! . 

1 . Tho quoation of placi ng an bariean air force on t he 
Oaucaoian front to f i f;b t with tho Ruuio.n &nlli oa ohould be voi&hed 
~ainat tho following! 

Jl• 
roo.U to th.e.t 

,1!. 
aeoi~ont • 

fho capab111t1eo of such an air force and the 
i t ia reasonable to ~xpeet f rom such an operntion . 
Tho ava1lab1l1t;; of a balanced air foroo tor ouch 

.1!· ! be loght1ce of supply and replacemaot • 

.4. 'l!h e effecto of ouch e.n oparaUon on current and 
projected otfenaivee i n other theater• . 

:a. 'l!hia atud,y 1o an nnal.yeh of the merito and po10ib1litioa 
of the contemplAted operation baeed on the cona1der~t1one liated aboTe. 

~fiOH II - Capab111t1ea of np American Air Foret 
op the CoucnBiAP l 'rpnt, 

1 . 41r Operatriona , 

A· Air J'iolda. ('l'ab A) 

(l) '!!went;; f ive air fields auitable for heavy 
bombero ere available in tho 'l'li1!!!R.IJI- SULTAlW!AD JWQ.!Wl-KAZVIN area . 
fbere are several ad.,.ee airdrome• i n the vicinity of WRIZ. South 
ot the Caucaeuo Mountains thoro ere 22 air tielda froCJ which f1&)ltora 
could ~•rate for interception. 

(;a) An airplane aeaembly pl on t 1a i n operation n t 
J!ASP.!. Limited repair ! acilitieo in the vicinity of !I!E!!ERAll can alao 
be uaed . 

.J!. farrain. ('l'ab ll) . Tho Ceueasuo llountai.n Range u ­
tendine for 550 miloa f r om the l!l"ek Sea to the Caspian Sea, riou to 
altitu.dea in exceaa ot 10 , 000 feet . Paaaea aeroaa it ere tev 8l'td 
difticult . fhe coaetal plain at the western end 11 extremely narrov. 
:Between the Ca.ap1an Sea and the mountains liee a flat eoaotal plain 
;ac)..30 llliles wide, Vhieh 1o the natural avenue of approach to the Baku 
oil tielda. 

South of the Caucasian Mountain• liea tbe Tran­
Caucnaian Yail q . Thio valley 11 a natural hif:bway connoctln,!: the 
Black Sea and Caopian Sea. I t 1a traveroed by a railvay vhieh eonnecta 
lla tU!Il vi th llaku • 

.J!. 'ienther. {'l'ab ll). Military opera tiona in the 
Caueaaian Re«~.on will be limited by veathsr conditions in the Caucasu 
mountain a. Duriill! the winhr, land C'!'lr ationa onr or thrOUC)l the 
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countaino rill be rutrl ctod 1>7 ooow-bloclctd p&uoo, oxtr•el7 lov 
t011peraturoo, hi&h wiudo , Md lov Tio1b1l1 Un duo to cloud• an4 toe. 
Air oporat1one v111 be c1rcu.acr1be4 by 1c1nc conditione a t 1ov 1evelo 
ADd oovoro turbulence coupled v1th lov ce111nso and lew Tiolb111t1eo. 
hcept pon1bl:r i .n tho •c,.oplan Gate•, ...,or oporatloza in the Oaucto•a 
would probabl:r be 1Nopmde4 !rOJI 1114-0ctobfl', cert &1n17 't!7 the tint c! 
11ov•ber, and could aot be roiiWied pri or t o t.ho opr~ ot 1943. 

3 . SU!!Atlqn on til• Couc111M lropt. (!e.b C) . It It 1Jo.. 
poooiblo to oou-to tho eapactt:r of t he lluoole.nt t o rooiot the Oei'IWI 
advance. Couequ.ontl;r, tho atratt«te titu&tlon at t.ho tl.llo our air 
uni to rill be road:r to operllto in tho CallCilOUo ( ootimate4 "' JMuar:r 
20 , 1943, at tho osrl1eot) , cannot be !orocaot , aod thoro It a pot­
oibllity that a docioion oar bo reaehod thio !s11, long bo!crl OU1' 
air force coul4 arrl•• · 

3, .1. O.S. air !orco in tho Caue..o1e.n t.hoater would be under 
tho otratoc1o diroctlon of tho lluu1e.no. The di!!ereneeo In lancuaco 
and national p;roeholoc:r wculd increaoe the c...untcsUon, liaioon e.nd 
operattns probl•• 1Dhorent in a aixed national colOII&nd ADd would un­
dou'btedl.r reduce the eftect1••n••• of ow- a1r forc e. 

S!CTIOI III - 4ypi lab1l1tx of lgrcto, 

l. h 1o ti!Jcen a& &Xio..,.uc that M Aloor1csn air Ioree co,._ 
mittod to the Caucaouo muat include bombardment unlto !or otriking 
pover, BDd fi~ttr unito for defense of airdromeo N>d coUDtor ail' forco 
oporationo . l or a balanced forco tho ratio of !i~tero to bomboro 
ohould not bo lou than one fighter croup to ODO b""'bo.rd.I:Jont CJ'Oilp, 
J'urthenaore, tranoport aircraft rill bo enont1al to l!teot ouppl:r prob­
lea•. 

2. On tbo abon baoio , tho avallabllH:r ot air unito lo cCD­
ditiocod ao ! ollovo: 

A· It current operational plano and leniL- loaoo co•1 t­
mentl romain unsltered, no air foreo unito are available !or lll­
loCilt1on to tho Caucama prior to 1 JI\Duary 1943. (Tab D), 

J1.. It llolero unl ta, A1liJ.I: than tl1o10 all ocntod tor a 
Special Operation, are r eallocated to allow an aoaignmont to tho 
Caacaouo, tbreo fichtor croupo boeoao available ao follovo: (tab D) . 

1 October 1943 
1 lo.,.,.bar 194.3 
1 Ooeaber 1942 

total 

- 1 C"OIIP 
- 1 croup 
- ..l...l:r""P 
- a cr Oll,J) • 

Senn B.J . Or011pt lou one oqv.drcn and one L/L Group v1ll be avail­
llblo by l October 1942. (Tab D). BowoYor , the roquireaonto of a 
bslMced Ioree lilllt tho bo~~>ber unito whiDh could bo o~:~plo:red to 
lll!:.!§, dlopl\tchod ono each nn 1 October 1942; 1 lloYambor 1943; aa4 

2 
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1 December 1942. Tranoport Groupo vill be availablt for aooicn­
ment ao nel<led. (!l'ab D) . 

~- If Bolero unite, includiP« thoae allocated for a 
Special Operation (but excluding thooe already in the U.l .), aro 
reallocatod for aooicnmont to tho Co.ucaouo, tour ti(\hter uoupo 
becoae available ao followo: (Tab D) , 

1 Ootobar 1942 
1 No•ebor 1942 
l DecOlllbor 1942 

!ota1 

- 1 group 
- 2 CJ'OUj>l 

- .J...&rottp 
- 4 &r01lPO 

Nino H.B. Groupo, 3 II .B. Groupo and 2 L/L Groupa vill be aT&1lab1e 
by l October 1942. (Tab D) . A«ain tile requirelllent for a bale.nood 
air force Hci ta the nWDber <>f bombardJnent Qoua>• tb.,t could be 
employed in the Ce.uea.aua to fo-u:r . Trantrport Groupe &re a:vailab-le 
for aooignment aa needed. (Tab D), 

3. Preaent allocation• re~uire that one H.B. Group . two M ~B . 
Groupo , and four ¥ighter Groupo be available for the Middle Eaot by 
1 December 1942. (Tab D) . Of tlleoo g roupa, one !i(lhtor and one boabard­
mont group vill be avalla>blo on 1 l!oTombor 1942. (Tab ll). 'l'hoao sroupo 
could be re~located to the Caueasua without dieturbing Bolero or the 
S:pec"ial Operation. It would, however, be neceae.ary to divert one Trane­
port Group ocheduled for :Bolero to oupport thio force i! 1t 1o reallocated 
to the Caucaaua . 

4. '!'he Uni ted Nations aro defini tely eomaitted to the Speci al 
Operntion and alr force units allocated for employment in thio opera tion 
cannot b& decreased without jeopardizing ita .uccee• . !heretore, the 
divereion of air uni te from this proJ ect i a rejected aa s poaaibtlity. 

5 . !!!he Special Opero.tion involveo a calculated riak, and ad­
ditional air unita ma1 be required to avert a United Bationa 4iaaater at 
a time when a victory 11 imperative. We are alao committed to battl e 1n 
the Solomon l eland• and ad.ditiolUll air unite cay be required to avert 
reveraes in thia area. The divera1on to the Oaucaaua of Bolero unita , 
othor tlle.n thooo allocated to tho Special Operation, would loavo All reoorvo 
tighter unit o to moo t domando for reia>forc~ento for either tho Spoeial 
~eration or Pacific Operationa , Therefore the dlvereion of Bolero unite, 
while poaaiblo, 11 conaidered to be unaccm>table from a milit~ry yieypoint. 

6. If the deciaion i o taken to d1•ort tho naxt tvo t~oticel 
l'ir unito ochedul.ed for Cairo to tho Oauealian area, the tollovin& tenta­
t i ve timo toblo Will obtain: 

- 3 -

~::>EGRET 
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l'ichtor group AYaileblo l loYoabtr 1942. 
l'ichur planoo Wlloaded Accra 1 Docubtr 1~. 

l'1j!bter pl .e.noo oot up at Accra 15-31 Do .. 1>btr 19~ . 

l'ichter ple.neo in Caucoo1nn area 15 J N1UaZ'7 1943. 
J .. 'bt.r4.cODt UCNP availoblt 1 Joyabcr 194.2. 0 

J .. ber ploD eo 1D Caneuian area 10 lloveaber 1942. • 
OrOUDd oltllftto oD4 .-appl1 .. 1D Caucaaian area 1.5 

J e.nUU7 1943 . 
AU: .llll1ll .lJI ~ ~ JMII!\0' ~. 

A t ranopor t t;rou,p can be d i vorted !ro111 lloloro at any t1100 tho dociolOD 

It talcen botvoOD DOY and 1 lonoaber 1942. OroUDd cainto!WICI crovo 

oD4 fll.~t crovo for t.hio crocp can f]J to tho Caucaai&D area 1D the 

t ranoport p1anoo and be in ploco ton (10) d.qo a!tor 41opotch f1! Ule 

uoup froa tho u.s. 'l'ho r-.lndor of tho cround echelon obollld oail 

viti! ground echo1ono o! tho Purouit end bOCibardaent groupo. 

7. Weather cond1 Uono will t;roatl¥ bnmper, it not prevent, 

air and grou.nd opera tlono 1n the Cauceo1an area after l lovtaber . 
(Teb ll). li'll90r~ble vee thor uouall,r begin. botvetn 15-30 AprU. An 

.&..orlean air force .::placed oouth of tho Caucaoi&D 4ur1D& tho wi"ter 

of 1943 could aoolot 1D chec:l<:1Dc a Gor111a11 4r1n 1n tho aprlD& of 1943 

1! tho Ger111a11o !&11 to penetr ate oouth of tbt Caucaouo dur l JIC 1942. 

8 . Uni to allocnto4 for lloloro d.u.rinc J nnu.u-y , l'ebruary nnd 

March of 1943 vbich collld bo diverted to tho c.,ucaouo are u follon: 

J &11UU7 194;> - tvo (2) Gpo . II .~. 1D action b)' 3/15/43 
throe (3) Gpo. L/D • • • 3/15/43 
t hr .. (3) Gpo. 71churo • • • 3/15/43 

l'e'bruary 1943 - throe {3) Gpo. B.l! . • • 1 4/ 15/43 

llal'Cb 1943 - ovo ( 2) Gpo. H.! . ' • • 5/15/43 
tvo (2) Gpo . ll .l! . • • • 5/15/43 
three (3) Gpo . l'ij!btero ' • 1 5/15/43 

9. A balenced JJserlcan aJ.r force collld therefore b o 41vute4 

to tho Caucaouo area 1D tlao to oupport tho luooian .ln:;:r 1n tho aprlD& 

of 1943. 'l'ho doc1o1on noo4 not be takon nov lrut can bo takon at a l ater 
date 1t the Ooroaano fail to drin oouth of tht Caucaouo durlD& 1942 , 

" (llote: vbilo the boab&rdaont &>'0"1' will btcOJte t'fail eblo on 
l llo .... bor 1~ and 1u plonoo eould bo 1n tho Caueaoian ar .. 
b)' 10 !io .... h r 1942. tho dapartttro of tht plan eo f ..... tht tf. s. 
ohollld be oo timed that thtlr arri'fal will co1ncldo vi th the 
arrival of the ti&htor planoo) . 

- 4 -
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SECRE'l' 
S:ZOUOII IV - Lo!rlatica ot Supplr !'!14 llopl" at9ent (Till! F) 

1 . Tho Wtial 10ovcont of bAlanced U. S. air !oren of l 
Hea.,. .Bo,.bud&eat and l l'1et>tor Oroup , with aupportin& and aerv1ce troopo, 
would total 12,000 poroonnel . .l.ooWilill& fly-a~ b010boro and crated pur­
ouit planoo , 90 dayo oupply and 15 un1ta of tire, tho i .n1Ual ehipmeat 
would t otal 130, 000 ahip tono . Tho aove,.ent would require 5 tranaporh 
and 12 cargo nooolo . lloplscomento and maintenance oupply , would roquiro 
20,000 ehip tono per 1110nth, or two Clll'go ohiploll4o . .Bec81lae of the 4-
month tum- around from the U.S. to the Peraian Gul.f , 10-12 oupply ehipa 
would be conotant ly e:oployed in IIIA1ntain1 ~ the tl. S. D.l.r forcea a t their 
initial ot re 'l:tb., !lone of this sbippin& ~<ould be available , unlooo di­
vert ed f rom a apecio.l operation or mo1Ufied :Bolero co.a:mi tcenta , •inee t.he 
latter operation• necoaaitate the ut111•at1on of current allocation• of 
carso ah1pa and enti re U. s . troop carryiDj! capaoH:r. 

2 . Tho daily port oapac1 ty of the Poroian Oulf porta of l!uabiro , 
Banda.r Shahpur. Khorramahar , Abadan, and !aara 1• rated at 9 , 400 tooa , 
equal to appronmately 20 , 000 ship tono . l!aora , tho larseot por t , with 
a daily capaei ty of 6 , 000 tone (13 , 000 ahip tono) ia fully ut1lhod i n 
Lonao-Lond ob.ipoanto to lluaoia and l!ritiah ouppliea to Iraq and I ran . 

3 . Road and. railway linea can carey 2 , 800 ton a (dead woigbt) 
per day but tho r ailroad, terminatins nt Zanje.n , helfvny between Tabran and 
i'abr1z. would aot r e&.eh many of the cor1tamplated air baaea. J.mel"iean ai.r 
forces in thia region wonl d add a groat burden to the tronoport and port 
facili tiea of tho Poraian Gulf- Cnueaoua area. The Irnnian roads, beiDj! 
of poor que.litr, 'lo'ould require increased upkeep for addi tioDBJ. traffic 
to the foothilla of the OaueaiiWI . Present aupyly linea would hnve to be 
u.t111 zed to a considerable extent for tb.e Alller1eo.n air torc::ea . Leae.-
Lend aid to Russia, therefore , would neceaaar1ly ~e 4eeraaeed it U.s . 
forcea should operate in the Oauea.ua . 

SllO'l!ION V - A.dtlubi litv of :Sr1 t1 oh .Participation. 

Mr. Stalin 1o attitude nne! tho prooant strategic oituntion indi­
cate the Ruaeiana may need atrong air aeaiaten.c:e i n the C.aneaaian Area. 
However , f r om tho vievpoin t of militlll')' acceptability, the onl:r U. S . Ai r 
Unito llhich can be diverted to the Cnueaauo prior to 1 January 1943 aro 
the one bombard&ent group and tho ana f18l>ter group nov ochedl\led t o depart 
for CDJ.ro on 1 lloYe:nber 1942, and one tranapor t group eooenti&l. tor aupport 
of thooe units . I t io very doubtful from the military viewpoint t ha t a 
force of thio aite operatinjl in the Caueaoian Area could haYe a doci oive 
effect on the ultiMto mi litlll')' dec1a1on . A coobined United llationo air 
!orco opornt1Dj! in thio ..Lrea in support of tho Ruao.lana io therefore 
neceeaary to afford & reaaonable expectation of dec1a1ve resulte . The 
l!ri tioh air !or ooa are the only a our co from Wich air uni to could be 
drt<wn to CQIOPleto tho formation of ouch a combined air f orce . :Britiah 
participation appeara , therefore, eeaent1al to affective air aaaiatance 
to Ruaai a a t t hio timo • 

- 5 -
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S"PCRET 
SZCTIOII VI - X!foct og 01\rrtnt yd Pro!oC\td 

Otfenaiytt in Other Theater• 

l . The oYer-all otrategie dOIWldo on our limited :nilit!UY 
atrength t nereaoe 4flily and ltill probably continue to i ncroaae . Sound 
military doetrioo dictatea a poliey of eonoentration of effort Iii thin a 
aound..l)- conceiTed atra.tegic fr&m.evork. In reuoned Judpent ve have 
launched an ofteneiYe operation in the aoutbweat Paeltic and are about 
to launch one in northweot Africa. Xach now C<lll lll\Ut be weiGJ>od in 
tho l i ght of our current and pr oJected oper ationo. lfUl the uao ot an 
A:i::l.ericon air force in the OlW.c&-sue contribUte mora decialvel ;y to the 
wu.cceaa of our m.o.jor atrato&ic efforta then 1 ta use in aome other theater! 

2 . ilhereaa there 1a no discernible coordination between the 
Axie effort• in :Egypt and in the Caueaoian theater, the broad otrategic 
relat1ooah1p between the two fronto thould not bo over looked, Each prong 
of th.e great Axio pineoro uproaonta a aeriouo threat ata1nat the Middh 
Eatt , the aeeurity of whic.h ia an axtre.mel,y important over-All considera­
tion :from our poi nt of Yiev. It 11 moot deoirable tbAt an .American air 
force &hould be aent to the Cnueaaian f ront if i t is reaaonable to a~oee 
that ito proaeneo in thnt theater would bo deciaive. But, eonoider1ng our 
l ack of MY oound bash tor gaugi ng tho Ru.10ian capacity for continued 
reeistance in the Caucaaua , and the time, diate.nee , and ope.rat.ional dif­
fioultioa, and in the light of the monnc1ng Ro~•l threat, it is doubtful 
that available American air forces could achieve decisive reaulta . 

3 . American air forcee are nov i n operation on the l,gyptian 
front . and these fo.reea are being &"&"anted. .1. propooal to a end air 
otrangth to the Caueaoian front :mot be conoidored i n tho peropeeti n of 
the praae.nt and 1'\lture neede of A.Qerican theatere of offeneiTe action at 
great dietance !roc this front as well n• adjaeant thereto. For exampl e, 
aending the air force under consideration to the Jgyptian front, rather 
than into the Caueaouo, might be a more desirabl e method of oerY1n6 our 
fundamental strategical purpoaeo in the general Middle Eaat-Caueaouo 
area . 

4 , The dectaion to initiate an offensive operati on in north­
veat A.f'rioa haa recently been Clade. Tbia 11 for the preeent our maJor 
effort , !he ultimate ooopo of t his operation i a di:tficult to fore eaot • 
.1. soodly eluent of eal.oulnted r illk 1o inherent io thio operat i on , and 
strong &ir as well as other type:a ot reserve& lhou.ld be available if and 
when needed, A otudy of ocheduln of the nvailabilit;y of air units ohowa 
that an ai r reoene ot fighter aircraft for tho northweot African opora.­
tion will not be aY&ilable prior to Januar;y 1 , 1943, it an air foreo 
which 1noludoa three fighter oquadrona ie aont to tho Caueaoian front . 
(Tab D) , 

5 . J'urthermore, potential dOlll&ndo of tho current offensive 
operations in the oouthveat Pacific (Soloaono) muot not be for,otten • 

Regraded Unclassified



• 

• 

S CR f! 'T 
It 1a poul ble that \l:e IIOP8J'Ue roacUon w.:r cau .. th1o oper•tlon to .. .ua, far «r•ater pr~or~l one. Antlclpaior.r plann1nc .u.t foreatall 
&117 poooibU!.ty of tho Soloaon Iol.&a4o bocoll1"<t a oecond Bataan. lo­
ln!or caonto !or thio aroa w.:r bocoao a d~ that co.o.not bo denied . 

6. Th.o dedrabU1t;y of pro..td!."<t an adequate air ro .. rYO for 
e1ther the aauthveet Pae1t 1e or nortbveet African tbeatera , plua our 
inAbility to make a r eaooaod -.lculation of tho pooitivo rooulto to bo 
achieved by a ir action ia tho Oaucaouo , pluo tho fact that coatinuouo 
air opor ationo are iapracticablo fro• loveabar lot to Ap ril lot, all 
point to tho concluoioa that an Aloorioan a1r f orce ohould not be oaat 
t o !il)ht with tho Ruuian tU"IIioo on tho Caucuian treat ia t ho near 
futuro . 

7, I t a Coucaoian front 1a oUU open on JADWU"7 1, 1943, 
tho quooti oa of oendinc an Aaorican air !orca t o fl&ht vitb tho luooian 
araioo ia AprU or Ka:r of 1943 DAT voll dooer,.. conoidaraUoa. 'l'hore 
1o no oou.nd baoia a t praooJ>t hovovor tor J~ tho dooirabil1t7 of 
ruoh a propoo1t1on. A otud,- of tho rolotivo .. rito of ruoh an 01>oratlo11 
will ban to be =ado ~11ot t he bael<cround of tho otratocic d tuation 
that will th011 obtain, 

SEO'l'ION VII - Conelu aiona op4 RrcP9i!!mu'r.t1gpa . 

Conclutiona . 
l . If air unito are taltOII &VII/r from tho alreat~¥ inadequate 

ai r otren«t h scheduled for tho Special Operation , the ouceeoo of that 
operation will bo ooriouoly J eopardized . 

2. Air lmito nov ochodulod tor departure to Bolero prior to 
l January 1943, are avaUa'blo , but their divoroion b not nccoptable 
in view of tho current military oltuation. 

3 , On aodiUII boabarda«nt CJ'CNP and ODO !i&htor group 
ochodulod for departure to Cairo 001 1 llo"t"bor 1942 can oo 41nrto4 to 
tho Caucano ar..,, A tranoport croup .,oontlal !or the oupport o! thooo 
Wlito can bo d!.nrtod !roD Bolero . 

4, 1'hooo lmito ll1cht arrin too late to ban erq otfoct oa 
tho Caucaoian decioioo now pen~LDc · 

5 , Unite ochodulod !or dopart=o to Bolero durLDc t ho winter 
of 194."3 oaD oo 41 vartod t o tho Oowcaouo ln time to aoobt the Ruooiano 
in ~ho oprin& of 1943 , 

6. !rho Britilh thould participate 1n MT air aooiotaneo to 
tho Ruuiana . 

7. Tho mov•.nt of an air force durinc 1942 can bo ouppliod 
lociotically onl.T at tho upenoo of lloloro . Tho aftl.lab111t7 of oh1ppinc 

- 7 -
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!or tb.o moveaont o! air foroeo ill tho oprinc ot 1943 cannot bo foroeaot 
at tb.io tl.mo, 

8. Porta, roada, and r&1lroa4e 1n the area under cooa14tr­
ation are capable of mote.inin& tht oporoUon , but Leu...X.m4 &14 to 
ll:uuia vill mtter thoro'b7. 

9 . !hat tbt uu of a'l'&i1ablt .A:aerioan 8ir !orceo l.n tho 
C""""""' 11 not 11.kel¥ to contribute aoro 4tc1thtl¥ to tho tuecooo of 
our maJor etrAtecic «tforta ~ their uat , or thei r retention aa a 
reaerYe tor ultiaate u.e , in some other theater . 

Rtcpp;cn4n tiona . 
1. ~!tot no AmerioSD air forco bt oant t o t ho Csuca oian f r ont 

l.n 1942, 

2 . 1'bat tho 4eo1rabil1t7 of oan41nc ouch a !orca aarl¥ ill 
1943 bt aa4o tho oubjoct o! contillut4 otud¥ l.n the light ot tho 4tYt1-
oplnc otrattcic o1tuat 1on. 

3, !hat tho Br Hltb po.rt1cipa tt ill &liT activo atrial aooht­
&nee t o the 1uaelana. 

Si"}CRET 
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CLIKATIC 7ACTORS AFFECTING HILI~Y O~ATIQUS 

I ll m 
C.."Jc.ASU!r UOI W: 

J'li(M 

~ :0 ll'i:C!Xal:l! 

Propnrod under the 41root1on of the 011 .. t1o Section at 

the W-.ther R-otareh Center, 

.A1J.«Utt , 194Z. 
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The re,;ion , called her• ~h• ~uc.el&n Becton !or lack of a t.ttfllr 
n&ee , covered in thlt report 11 the p4ntoWU1P bet~•en the ~lee• ~n4 

t ho C&oplan ,.... In a north - couth direction it extondo fr~~ Rottov and 
Aotrakhan i n Ruoota t o t he nor thern bordoro of Iran nnd Tur~ey on tho oouth . 
I t oxtondo approX1~tely from lRtltudeo 40° to 47° nor~h and lonr~tudeo 40° 
to 48° ea.at. 

l! , Sub41v1olou: 

OeoCTPpllicall;y , H 1o divided into three arcao. Moot otrl.d"C 1o the 
Caueaeua l'.oUDtllln rnnt;e extend112.5 !or 5l5() &.ll•a in a 11"!."",.'~ di~t.iOD fro. 
the :&lac:. Sea to tho Caopl.An See . It it 80-l.:O 111loo vide !ro:o north to 
IOUtli. '1'he r&J\C' , rloi"C &laO It OTel'J'Vhert to aHHudU 1c I :<COOl Of 10,000 
teet . i a one ot the h1£heet , Doat ru,rod, an4 aoat cocplete bP rr!ere to 
hWJ&n movecent. in the world. Paat~ea acrou it •re few, difficult , M4 At 

hitb altitudoo. Ito vootern end drop• a_.y ~bruptly into the Black Sea , 
Only n very nrrrov coaatal plDin, ao nnr rov aa to tcsrcely dea~rve th~ name , 
u peratoo llounhlno troo t on end to followed p~>r t or t he ww.y p~ot tho 
"oUDtaico by a All""7. At ito oaot•rn ond, a nat coo.otool plaic 20-30 llileo 
vide Uoo betvetn t ho 100untaino and tile Caopl an Soa . ':'hie eoattal plain 
proY!dea an •a•:r route around the aownain barrier to tl;.fo oi l fitldt ot Baku, 
ud. 11 followd '07 a f'ftUva,.v. S.ove•er , vttr•••r one triet to lf'&Ye the 
eoat t&l plc1D tn a vettt rl1 or sout_erly ~~rect1o~ ace 1• e~n!Tontt4 b7 
.. asive OOU4~&1c ~rrtera vtch the exc~ptioc of on• place . 

~rana..C.UCAtia, a Ratal.r.n p rortnet , lltt aouth at ; he aouat .tnt and it 
ltoelf diVided i nto three parlo . On tho taot , 1~od!etoly oouth or t~e 
oountatna , the Y&llf'Y or the lu~ River provide~ tLe only ~•Y route trom 
the C3epi an Sea ooaotal plain up to tile our!Aco of the bigh ru~t•d Arr•nlan 
Pl~teau to t ho oouth~oot and I raniAn Plnteau to the oouth . !he vallo;y 11 
f\lllnel- lhall<>d, vitb ito open end to,.,.rd th CaopiAil Sea l'.lld the lllrrov ond 
leading upvaN ~.nd wat~rd. On the ~"'ft•t . S...tt'ictel:y ~outh of tt.o aoWtt.alot , 
a ekilv, aalltr vall@7 leadl up\11' reS ~rca tl:.t '!lAck Sa• . '1'tfli t\io ~,.. 
.-~,...ted by a b r 01l4 rlateau- lilte d!vllo viU: •lovatlono around , ,000 to•t , 
'tr.;a.t lover tblul tht aount•tnt to t .ne north A-nd the plAteau• t.o tt.e to\lth. 
'rhia cr~Pt~tt~• a trOU;·h 1-.e41"t•l7 1outb. o! . an4 parallel o;o , the eount 1aa. 
And p:ovldoo a Mtur"l bicb...., connocti.,. t l.• tvo oeao, It 11 utUl:•C! by 
a rall""J' vhJ.ch l oodo out,.r4 fro"' Atua OD tt.a lllac:t Sea to BUn on tho 
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Caapian Sa,, thence north•~rd into Ruoo\e , At Ti!l1o a branch lead• oouthwnrd 
to Tabrh e.nd Tebran, South of the tro~J&h , the hich , "'"'"d ArUni&D Md 
! TI\nian ploteaua rise to 1\ltitudoo bstveen 5 ,000 and 10, 000 , in many plaeea 
•bove 10 .000, feet. . 

On their northern !lnnka the Cauoaauo drop rGther abruptly into the 
great plain of Ruoo1G which nowhere in the area covered by thie report rioeo 
over 500 teet nbove oen level . Ita ~aatern portion, bordering t~ Caepian 
Sea , 1& A aalinft deeert below •ea level , ita central portion ri•e• to higher 
altitude. , and on the ueot 1t oinko 3&"in to the lllack Sea. H b.!>o oCRroely 
an etevo.U"On \..'Orlh.y of the neme •h111• , and present• no ser1oua o'bat ... cle to 
human movf!;:lent acrose it . 

II • OLI K.\'l!OLOOY 

General Olt~tic Contrgla 

Du.r in& ooot of tlll! period !roa September to December, the 
Cauceoi a.n Re~on 1o under th!! influence o! the Siber inn iligh although 
ito efteota are rather alight during Septmber, Weak Clfolonio dio­
turbancea occasionally re~ch thie refion during the Latter pert of 
the autumn nnd during Dececber. 

S•u-facfl Winda 

Data concerning turfeeft Winde over the region &how the prevailing 
direotiona , etnerslly , to be e&et to eouth~aot ov~r the e~rteru portion 
of the region and northeuterl:r along the co• ote of tbe lllack S•a. 
Velocities rang• fro= 4 to 12 a . p . h ,, bein& hifbeet et otetione borderin6 
the Caapilln Sec. ...nd loweet in the interior valley areao . G•l•• are 
relatively inCroquent except nt Baku, where froa 2 to 3 ~PI per month 
are recorded for tha period f rom September to December. 

'remperatur"n 

Air t~eraturee during Sept~~ber are ~nerelly aoderate at oll 
eto.tione , averpgin&: b(ltwe~ 59 And 67 degreee in the northern nrea. 
and 67 to 77 degree• south of the countain ran~;•• in !!!rana-Caucaoin . 
During the fall con,hs, however , the te~peraturea decreAae rapidly 
reaehi.ng their minima in Deoe!Dber, I>.lrins the latter month the)' average 
between 21 o.nd 41 decrees in European Rueaia, the h14;}leat tecperatures 
being recorded at thooe otetiono on tho lll&ok Sea. Telllp<'raturea ~=in& 
December average conoiderabl)' tighar in tho region aoutn of the C&ucaouo 
Oloun<aino , Vllrying between 38 and 48 degrees , 

During the winter period, temperature• aa lov aa 00 degree• below 
zero Q8Y be recorded althougb such ext ree~• ~•t be coaaidered of rare 
occurrence . Teaperaturfll at n.lr.,hor elt~~vattona , b.owver , Will reu.ln 
below tree=inc ~rinc the entire period from October to December . 

SL• C: 1' 
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Rainfall a11o•wt o 4'11'1"11 H.e period froa Sopte11ber to Doco•tor r.re 
quito Vllri&blo •Hh l'eiiJ>'IOt to ~oth •oothl:r an4 re !ona1 ..,.rlatl · o but 
viti: a oUt;bt ten"nc7 t~,...rd " Doc .. l>or """~ at 110rtt.en naUcna 
ad o Septe::>l:tr •lWrwl (uooc1att4 v1 th IN:r!OT ttun"ratorao) in the 
touthen:a &rea• . Th• ADQunta are ht~··~ Ju tte aounta1n ~,lone of ttl! 
CtuCAouo ll:lcl hlch•r a t otat1ono a1oDf! tho 3lack Sea (llrt=- 1 " . 40 lncheo 
1n September) tt.&n ~t atnti?DO a\ons tho Caoplon s.a (3aku- 0 . 03 1ncbea 
in Sophmbor) . 

'l'ho nn!z!:.: ~ .t:1!z! nt11 prec1pU"UOll ~nerall7 here~ on rroo 
:~lni::a at JO<Itt at~Uono in Sept .. 'ber ( 3 - 1:0 "-"7•) , ., MX1• in 
Doc~~or (5 - 115 ~ 70) , the l&Ho r eu:ir:& co1nd41"4: vith t~o "''~nt 
ot the winter crcl~n1c 1torL1. 

TbundPretore• in the Cauc.ttll4aa. !et:ion are ~!lit frf!"f!Uent d.urinc 
Se,P t eaber an~ D?t"e tr•().Uitc.t &l:Jn&: tl:e Jau.t!lerc. al.,!'~• of the CA'.1Canl 
t,..oc. in Jbropeu Ruee!A to t-he n~rth. l!'te Q~:tru.• nus'!:flr !or &.!l 
atatlona h rooorcla4 for T1n1a 4ur1nc S..ptonbtr (7 , 4 ~ro) . 'l'ht;r occur 
vith ueat or frGGU~DC;< •t hl,;her o1o ..... tiono In t ho ""'Uit:.!no but ,.._ 
cordi from euch &rl'•.• ere not PVAtlRl:lf" !'or purpo••• of cormartron . 

~-~ 2! M..I! nit f ... 2Y::"ll ir.CJ"fl&lll !" ·l~!._v • t all lt'\tiODI 
~,., Se;'t~~~r to OctoDll:- , the fN tf'at rou:2'tf",. ·;;;ein& recorded t ti.a 
aore nonh~r11 eta\1on• 1n D.!ce~~•r 0.1 V7.J.l.d ·:,• txpeot.ed. Sta.l1nn""ld 
report• tho tH'ltlttl n1l!lber of dn.ya w1 th anov fO'f' tho fou.r- :zt?nth period 
( 20 4Byo) : O:uldaha the le11ot (1 ~u;) . AJ.tboU(ll M ~t" are an1lllolo 
concerntne: anov!all 1n the Onuef\1\ll IH''J.nt~1na , proper , report• ln~icate 
t.hAt l".ea"cy anowa ,.,. t? .. e errec:t•c!. at the tJ.J:,ter tlf'vatioAa 4urtnc 
Se-pt .. .Jt•r and 1n all but t&.e l~JWT t~Jot!:llla hr!nt. the ;•rto4 fro. 
Octo er to :lec•:aber. 

Clqu~ine•• 

7he cenn conthl;r o1oud1nooo lnoreaoeo et :.11 otat1ono !roo 
S..ptonbor to Doocca.or , '!'!le =oWitl "'~• coooidtrA~l7 IU~or 1D J>.uoopeon 
iuoou (70 to 7!1;1 ho Dteeg'b•rl thon in the ':l'llna-C.ueadar. lie"-•• 
(48 h ~~) . 

w 
roc 1o ooot frequent in th• 1ntor1or port1ono of the =ount•ln . --
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:-erton 'Wttt:-e tt.ty oCf'"'U" -~n •rtlJr •• ~a.ter ra41oU o.n !o,•.. ~f'1 ar~ 
Do•t rr·~~nt in Docosber (St~Yrop~l- 1<. 3 &.1•> . 

COliCL!!oi(!l!S 

Huu~rz op!la U ono ill !Lt. C...pSI\11or ~ vtll h ""1111J' !htto4 
'ty w.stl.#r C4&1t.i')ftl tn t!:.e l<:~ft~ O..u.uM~a :J'UAtatne . lAnd ':'->•rattona over or thr=-llh tt. aount•in• vill be l1a1 tf'd b;-r .t:iUUi- blgs;,•A ta!!!J, exyrer;W 1R.v t"nm•rnt,u-.,, , lU.4b ID_W \hrguth 5.h! r>l\~tltl" n.nJ J.m! vio1b11U1•o due to Cloudo tu:.d tog. Air opeuti~DI ,~ ll bo l1!0 ,ted 
by i.s.1AG £0!DdJ.tiODI !,ll2!! l.Utll a.r.J IIVIre turbultnce CQj.Wlld ~ low ••111n • u4 lov na1't>!l1Uu. ~'l'.,.,.tiono of all ldJldo h1 t!oe 
C...Ucaaua voul4 pro.,..Dl7 be ouapen4e4 ~urln' Oetob40r; eertM1tll 7 t 7 tM ! iret ot Hoveober . 

Militl\.t'V operfLtipn• 1n m 1"11>P1?n Jl2l:lh ~ ltt c~scn~.1111 \till be 
ae!'io•u)J. &!"1'eete4 b)' .J.u trrlf'rwturea ~ln& Decn:t.er ~4 by en?v•t.,ru <!urine t~th Voveobor and Doceaber . 

M111tncy oner11Uqne 1.ll. w 'l'!'i'M-Oeucl'.eiM ~ ooutll of the countain rnngec vill be pooaible t~oucbout the ptr1o4 !roa Soptesber to Deee•ber except alo~ the Al:s.c::k Sea cOftats v~en frequent l'f'!tne 
viU oeriouelJ ~!oct the u•• of uchln1• e4 eq.uipc•Dt • 
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lliD . . 904 (8/23/42) 

• 
__ ... 

WAR DEPARTM ENT 
WAR CXPARTMCHT GEHIIJ'tAL S'TA'Ff" 

M&,ITAJII"f' IKT11.U~ Df'lt.e!ON ._, 

WASH.IHGTOH 

A\lgW!t 23, 1942. 

l:EI.!ORANDtn! FOR THE ASSIST.U.'T CHIEF OF STAFF, O. P. D.: 

Subject : Axie capabill tiee and Intentions in the 
loiiddle East . 

l . The following estiltate is f'urnii!hod in coL'lplie.neo rlth your 
oral request of August 22. 

2 . Existi ll$ situati ons : Axis forces are conductilJ$ opar atione 
in the North caucasus and io [gypt . To date there bas been little 
evidence of coordination bet.een the two strategic theatere . In t he 
past, there hae been rather good evidence that the Gerwan forces in 
Een>t have been held to a minimum, wi th a view to concontrnting tho 
Ger man effort in Rusei a . In Egypt, Ro"""el is preparing to mount and 
to launch an offensi ve , the immediate objective of which oan be i den­
tified as Cairo . In the llorth caucaSU$, the Axis forces are seel'"..ing 
to capture the Bleo~ Sea porte of Novorossisk and TUapoe . Siculten­
eousl.y, tbay are ad -ancill$ to tha southeast aloll$ the footbille of the 
caucasus range toward t he Caspian Sea . It ie not clear whether or not 
the Cerrnns at present plan to advance ioto the Tre.ne-caucasian Valley 
between Baku and Batum. 

J . It is believed that Romel bae a £m chance of succass in 
Egypt . At present it is impossible to estimate the degree of l!uBsian 
resietanee in the caucaoian l.!ountaine if the Ger::ane should attempt to 
breach this oorrier . 

4 . Position of Turkey: In any Axis operations against the !.addle 
East , the lllilltery exploitation of TUrkey is of great inportance . Tbia 
importance 1e not t o bo assessed in terl:l8 of military support; it is not 
believed that Cernany, even i! in a position to do so, would Jnake heavy 
decanda on the Turkish military establiahr:cnt. Furthe=ore , TUrkey 
offers inadequate overland routes for entry from Europa into the lil.ddlc 
East. Hwever, if Turkey should collaborate rltb Germn,y to the extent 
of peroittill$ aviation to be esteblished rlthin her borders , it would 
be entirely faasiblo for the Axis to cover overoea and air- borne expedi­
tions against Cyprus and Syria. The Axis doe a not poesess this capability 
at present. The Turkish attitude to date has been characterized by neu-

fiWiCiiO'iiYl 
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tral.ity and an anxious desire to avoid becoming a theater of opera­
tiona. It is bolleved , however, that J.r Cenr.an troop• obould arrive 
in TrMa- CauC<Uiia, thereby aoeuring contr ol of the Black Sea, Turkey 
would be forced to caet her l ot " i tb the Axis . 

5. On the basis of tho foregoing , four possible situations are 
envisneed : 

! · The Gercan• are held north of the Caucasus and west of tho 
!lile . 

,2. RoCltlGl is succesafuJ., but tho GoTODDs do not cross the 
Caucasus . 

~. ':'ho Gorno.nu eroes the Caucasus, but RoT.11l:;el ie not auccesn­
ful. 

i!· The Gennans eros& the Caucasus a.nd Ro=ol is successful. 

6 . Onder !! above , no i=eOiate threat to the W.ddle East exists . 

7 . Under ,2 abovo , it is bellcvod thet t he 100st probeblo line of 
Axis action would be to loave Turkey undisturbed for the moment, to 
establish a base at Alexandria, and to reinforce Ro~~l heavily, a 
catter which would then be easy; w1 th a view to an e.dvance to the east. 
It cay be anticipated tbat a succossful advance of tho type indicated 
r~ould probably result in the eventual adherence of Turkey to tho Axis . 

8 . Under s above , it is to be expected thst Gercany would s<>ek to 
force the ill:modiate accesaion of Turkey to the Axis and would ende>avor 
to breo.k into tho J.:iddlo East via I ran and Syria. 

9 . Under d above , it is believed thet Turkey would adhere to the 
Axis and that the l.:iddle East would be praotioolly in<!efcnsibls , ex­
cept poesibly for n limited holding around the bond of the Poreian Gulf. 

GEO . V. STROUG , 
L.ajor GC>noral , 
A. C. of S., G-2 . 
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SECRET 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS Of THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASH I NGTON 

AUt;UOt 23, 1942 

li!'!JO~IA::DIJ!! fOP. COLO:ll. F. N. HODERTS r 

Subjootr Estl.J:l&te or Available Air !'oroeo for 
Contemplated Operationa . 

1. Reference your mOQOrattdWll or A\lj;\Ut ~2 , 1942. 

2. A:lou:r:ption 1. That ourront operational plo.no and 
lend- lease commitmonta QTO not altered, tho tollowin~ toroP& are 
eotimated to be avai1ab1er 

9-1&-42 1a-1-42 11-1-42 1~-1- 42 Total 

Doavy Sombar~t 0 0 0 0 a 
Uodium llol:tbardmont a 0 0 0 a 
Li,;ht/Di vo Bo;nbardment 0 0 0 0 a 
Fighter 0 0 a a 0 
absorVlltion a a a 0 a 
Troop Co.rrier a 0 0 0 a 

3. AsoiJC!>tion z . That Bolero , other than tho opeoial 
operation (2 RB, 3 UB, 1 LB, plus 1 L Sq , 4 F, 2 TC) is available 
for divcrcion1 

9-15-42 10-1- 12 11- 1-12 12-1-42 Total 

llooo'rJ llor.>'>ar~ont 4 - 1 Sq :; a 2 9' 
J.tediu:n Jlor.>bard;unt a 0 0 1 1' 
Li;;ht/Di vo Bombnrdmont 0 1 1 1 :; 
Fi,;bter 0 1 1 1 3 
Observa.tion a 0 0 Z• 2 
Troop Corrie::r 4£1 1 1 0 6 

•.:1.-20 • a will hAve t.o bo di\-erteJ tro.11 Rl.lssian Protocol . 

}Inoludeo 2 hold up from Bolero tor trainiDb with 0rounJ 
troopa . 

'T o4 .(' 
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4. MOU::O:>tion S. Tt.at all I!OL!P.O Wlita , inolucUD,; the 

apeo1al operation, are aTailable tor d1•ere1onr 

9-15-<12 l o-1-t2 11-1-42 12- 1-42 Total 

:Joav:; ao .. b,raaent 9(8) a 0 1 18 
llod11101 Bo:obarcru.nt 3 0 1 1 5 
L10bt/D1~e Sombar~nt K1 Sq l 1 l 4/l 

l .;q) 
7ishter .w (4) l 2 1 8 

Obo •rv .. ~1 'r. 10: 0 0 21l s 
T'r.;,~p Carr ... cr - ( • l l 0- s 

o. Includes two trou.: 3 train!.n.; with air-borne &round. Coren. 

d . Includes two &rour• oqu!r1•d With Spitfiroo. 

S. Sumcarios abovo do not includo o~• (l) ,JB, ~o (2) ~~ . 
and to~ (4) r , to bo aval1abl• for tho Ulddlo ~at by Doooabor l , 
1!142, 

- 2 -

"ifET 

/\\~~ '::!> 
i!vb...J • ..Ai'.P -~. 
Colcnel, A.o.r Corrs , 
.Uabt&ftt Chlet or ~-

A r St&f. , A-3 
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Su.'bjeet: ~vo Grou.,a for C.ucaaua Operation• . 

In cDnnection v1th tte a\tache4. the Chie! of Staff baa acree4 tentativ~ly tbet th8 next t~o cro~~ . one fi~tor and ono boab~~•~•. •eheduled !or Cairo vill te cgnti4ere d for CaucAtue opeutionll . Z) .. fllat!! rJ"0'\..1'1 vill be ava11$Dl• ~bo~t tr.e !1rat of rov~t•r. 
If vo do ,o into tho Ct>uuouo , I toUovo for 41!>lo­r:o.t1c &Dd 1nto,.,...t1ow roaoon• ve lho~e ban .11r1t1oh reprteentation aleo . 3y the time theae two gro~• or~ AY&ila'blO , tb.O 11!441• Zaot oilWition lhoul4 be clarified to ruch &n extent tb&t there will be no ~ueetion • • to 'll!let ber or not air un!.to viU to naJ.I.Able to •~nd to the C&UCAIUI frog Cal ro . 

l ncl : 
Me.o to Gen . ~.arotall 

trm ~. Preo14ont 
elated 8- ?l-42. 

R. H. -~OL:J . 
l.ieutonru>t Generel , U, S. A. , c......,din& Geu,.l . Ara7 A\r Jorc ... 
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SPECIAL AD! FORCE - SHIPPING REQUIE$NTS AU!l DlPLIC.lTIONS 

Curt.ail.Joont Uaintenance Mlintenance 

Unit 
Initial li>ve Shipe Required other Projects per llootb 

stre~b Vehicles Shie Tons Tr00:2 cargo Total l. Trocme Shie Ioae Shi2! R!!Jrd. 

R. Bomb Gp Unit 6,279 1,471 6o, so6 3 6 15,100 5,800 1 
Total Bori> Af. 2(, ,2~ ~ .66(, Y,O,'l2J 10 22 ~8,200 22.,oo 2 

Fighter Gp Unit ),948 903 48,15? 2 4 9, 500 5,300 l 
Total Fighter AF lJ ,§21 J.~ 1?8 ,20? 6 16 JJ,200 1~,600 2 
Entire At. 2!!, o6? 2,110 1.;!,2 I !.JO l~ J8 21. ~00 (,0,000 (, 

~. . 
1, Entire u.s. troop and cargo oarryi.ng capac.1ty currently allocated by W.S. A. tor .lrury require010nta 1e 
needed !or accomp".Liabmont ot rein!orce~:~~nts to overseaa bases, modi!ied Bolero and apecial operation, 
2. Ba.aie lbr above table as follOWIJ 1 

!.· Ninety day•a auppllea for all units. 
b. Air Force ...........Ution for average missi ons in 90 days. c. Fi!teen units o! !iro for all ground units . 
~· All cas ' oil, and fuel to be procurod locally. 

) , P.eavy bocbardmant group unit incluies : 
1 Bomb. Gp . (H) I Service Gp. 
• Air Depot Gp. 
1 3/4 Air Baee Security Gp . 
1 UP Co 
3 Engr. Cos. Avn . 
3 BniA W Sop AA 

Total l!oml>8rdment Air Force incluies : 
3 Heavy bombsrdOIOnt group units 
1 sta. Hosp. (250 bod) 
1 Qll Bn Truck 
1 Ord. Co . ~·ntor ll Ll 
1 Regt Sig Air Warning 
1 Regt CA AA Gun IIOb 
1 Ord Co ll lJ 

Fighter Group Unit includes: 
1 Fighter Group (SE) 
! Service Group 
t Air Depot Group 
l 3/4 Air Base Security Bn 
1 II P Co 
1 Bnar· Co . Avn . 
1 Bn AW Sop AA 

Total Fi&hter Air Force includes: 
3 Fight er group units 
l sta. Hoop . (250 bod) 
l Ql.! Bn Truck 
1 Ord. co. ~tor H ll 
l Ord. co . liU 
1 Bn CA AA Gun l!ob 

4 . Entire Air Force includes: (a) Total !lombardment Air Force, (b) Total Fighter Air Force 

5, All bomber aircraft nown to area, all l.'ighter aircraft shipped crated. 
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