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ME!WRANDUJo! roR 

E WH I TE HOUS E 

A SHIN G TON 

February?, 1944 

THE PRESI DENT 

~ 
Secretary Hull Just phoned me 

and wante~ me to get word to you that 
the War Department, in response to a 
reques t from the Congressional Committees 
as t o l ts atti tude on the proposed 
Congressional r esolution calling tor 
an i ndependent commonwealth i"'Paleat1ne

1 

wishes to request a postponement of 
consi deration ot the subject without ~ 
pre judice . They are trying to get 
Secretary Sti mson t o si gn such a 
letter but aPParently cannot reach 
him unti l tomorrow. 

S. I . R. '2. 

,.s'I '/J >J 

E WHITit HOUSE 

WASHINGT ON 

March 6 , 1944, 

MEliORA NDUM FOR 

HON, E. R, STETTINIUS , JR. ~~ 

I agree that Mr. Bt1aeon1 a 

letter t o Senator Toa Connall y on 
>( 

the Pa l estine Resolution ehoul~ be 
~ 

made public, Will you and Breck 

nee that thi s 1e done a~ soon as 

posei blet (Tom Connally approving , 

ot cour se) 

F . D.H . 

~n~ ttttni ca_r..,..Jo o,. oeno·•nn..iu, \.htc:, the 

Prcs1d~nt -'1!co \v'!tl, f'rm lion . t. . ''· etut.t i. n tiJS, Jr ., 

"~ll./!.1. , • r. N r"tJb:tcat t.t)n of ~ecrotbr'· St i"'llt()n 1A 

lett.atJ" t.o Sen&t?r Cl)flnl'll~, on thn "t·l~ .. t-'ne 

h.e~ol1lt'on . 



1'HC UNDER SlCACTARY or $TAft 

WASHINGTO N 

:;ub , e('t: ;2tor!tbrY; £t1mnon' p letter 
to "'t\t t?r Csron lly gn the 

•' loopt\nt ' eyo}ul\on 

luUon ~ b~ Wt\oe ~·11<" . 

Now York 'I'rlbune t..hlfl t!IOrn1o.• , 111111 unlell 

" tho lette-r ill Mdt pu.1l10 prO"l 1'~ •• feoJ. 



t,. . n.. -.. . Jr . 
0 . 1\ . 

P.!J .R. 

D(ltARTM IUIT OF ITATC: 

WA8 HI HQTOH 

-rch J, , 1944 

CiiD 
!\Jw'Cl': :>rot•:t of Ibn >eud recardins; 

:-Alf>:ltin~ R~solut1on& . 

* You rill r !"C.':ll .. o::e,... e·:.~ ~o :J"O'l tll" I ,. -" ultc 

t tl1!'CU!Ie1on rel"'t!·m to t.~ ?el~~tin!:' 1tu:: t1on rith 
thn :)0!:e.1.b1.!1t~· "lf thf Bri tlr~h n.nd our!!olvrs ii'I:JIIL"lr:; r. 

Jo1..,~ :;t· t~,r:nt . ,.t Uu t t1 c you t:!id not thin.'t you 

ishrod t'l t. .. ·-;e r_.:.· nctlon u:1.t1~ lnt-· r on. r"inec t:len 

t:,flrc ""Vfj PflCI\ ·W.te r n"niM r or ht' l;e-v(lo() ... · nts, 

hi ;,;_it ~r~ ;,\l , .. ,.1:C1.4 bcl ?o;·, ~tl ! ou1 'U"':<' tlt t :rou 

• "''" - t· 1·· ~ ':Dl i'IIJI' t1z;
~~ !"• ,_ !.iVC" t,.:, th ~Olt 

r tf"r.t!?n 1!' it t .. no::-. 1·> c- f',r :·~ tQ -'? !'"O in ~~6 

ro· tivaly na01· rutw·e . . r• ' /.) ~36"»"0 

I 1 • ttt.c;-:in · .r~ ,.,.. :-~e t" wle ·1· ... ~ ::o . S7, 

F bru .. ry '27 t ll .m., f'r:~=· ?ur Lr •!?n t J i(l , de h. 

tr· ntnit::~ c ~rot,.,r.t rron \:in I hn ur,!-, ·· 1nr t the. 

:J:-1 ·"'!i~· F"":-o'utionr 1n COn ;r es!' . Prot,.· t~ h· v • Ll.sl) 

'!'xt'~ rPtt"ved tr:r~ t:~ -o;...,t!"'!!, Ir-- r 1 n· f:~1 n O?Vern-

~"nts . Att3 11 113 A 111'l 

I a., -:nr e .. nt "'()rc eonvi 1C:ed thut th,. ti"~ ~r t CO'!tll 

~ cLrit. u,,.. rtt.u .. Uo;, tl:r .,u.-;h t;,,. i! u nee .r 11. J~1nt 

AM~"~r-1enn-''r1t1:h ::t"tftOI'!nt r t~1!'""1J.n- { ftrr ~ a.t~blc 

i •ltr<J:"iuct1on); 

(a) tru t no ··ecl.<ion crroctin •;. b 1c 
::1 tw,tion ln ?alP.r::tl ne 1.111 ~ t:fo:c 11 l:i thout 

!'Ull ··nd ,rior con~:ultl'!tion :1 th 11 conc~"rH:d, 

incl~nJ" tot:~ .. r a~ s .... !; 

(b) th t 1f, orior 
thr t ~ r, tht 1'\t~'r •sttl 
.. rrs. :.n ., ·; -r-~ r ,. . ._.r· L1 
rue f.ev lo..,:·v·nt ..-:ilt 

t'l th~ eon~lu::ion , r 
.r:-.~· ,.n1 J t .•• c r ::c~t 

~ r1u-)". the1:- .:..n t f !,rtr, 
be~, t r•eo c; nn 



- :!-

(e) thn t i n the nbsenco or ~uch an under -
.. t.,nd1nc , thf're •,71.1\ 00 n rcVi01¥ of th• Pnlcst1no 
L1tu:!tion a.tter th~ 'nr h:.!i baan 1on, \11th the 

objective or est>bll•~n- J~t ~~d der1n1tlve 
solution r~ uitable to a.ll rtics eoncornc<l .. 

Tho Br1t1oh h.nve 1ntUcn.ted tJvtt the~· "'·Ould f,'&lco.:-.e 
r:uch n :J~td''i~nt , nnd 1f you np!)rovei I ~nll tlromptly 
~~,.. th_. ~ttor uo 1rlt•\ ti,~., .. I t.hn 1, or cour!:e1 

ub­
lllt for :i"QW" C1n:tl :t"1'rov~l the r:aact: k::t ·:Meh .... ~. 00 

"~:reed u,>on t.ith the &rHloh Fore!IJII Otrieo. 

f.'ncloturc : 
~nr~~hr,so or telo~ram 
~lo. 57, FobMJ417 V , 
rroa Jidda . 



PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

FROM: AHLEGATION, J idda. 

TO: Secretary of State, Washington . 

DATED: February 27, 1944, ll a . m. 

NUXBER: 67 

Yesterday I received a call from the M1n1eter or 
Fi nance who read to me a telegram Which had Juet been 
received by him from Ibn Saud regarding the Resolution 
on Palestine ~1ch is referred to in the Deoartaent 1 a 
telegram no. 341 to Cairo of February 19, s · p.m. This 
message cited news iteme publ1ehed in London and in 
translation wen t on: 

"See t he American 14inieter a t Jidda: 
inform him regarding thie ne1fS: tell him that 
we have been d1eturbed by the news: that in 
Areb circles an ill effect will result : that 
1n our opini on discussion of the Palestine 
problem is premature at the present time : that 
it will produce uncertainty and stir up emoti ons : 
and t~~t ve request him to refer this matter t o 
the Government of the United States in view or 
the attar~ent and friendship between us caused 
by our knowledge of its good aims in eo far as 
the Arabe are concerned and of the assietance and 
goodwill Which the friendly Government of the 
United States and the Britieh Government to Which 
it is alli ed have demonetreted, the greatest 
proof of which may be round in the recent Lebanese 
i ncident. • 

I conveyed to the Minis te r of Finance in reply the 
substance of t he Department 1e telegram no. 19, February 16, 
6 p.m. , to the Ameri can Lega t ion a t Baghdad. 

This telegram i s being sent to the Department and re­
peat ed to Jerusalem, Baghdad, Cairo and Beirut, with 
Damascus to bo informed by the latter. 

HOOSE /'_.; ;_ 
x.r.z9~ 



larch 29, 1944 

Reepec~ referred to 

tbe 8ecretar, ot State. 

JDII)I ... 11'!'9 
.. Jor General, u.~. /artf 

S.cretaey to the Pre!rl.det 

J.. 

0 ".() 

bms 

~elegram from nr . ~nd Mrs . Joseph Frm~ , ~0~6 Calvert, 
Detroit, 14i.chi.gan , '>./?Q./L,J,, to the Pre.,{dent., call ing 
~+.t.ent i oq. to T>i.erre"i.rfl nPaaf!en ' R articl e, whi.ch appeared 
i.n ""'he Protestan t", Anru· i<'ft.b i.s s ne , nage ll , in re 
Pa le<>t; nq Re'loluti om; • 

.::: 1(-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

My dear Rabbi 

ived the l etter whioh 
e under date of Maro 

to the oonversati 
egard to the Jew sh 

I have r e 
Dr. Silver sent 
in which you ref 
recently had with 
Palestine . 

u and 
13 , 1944 
Which we 
people and 

After giving th e matter most caref ul 
consider ation , I issu d on Mar 24, 1944 a state­
ment on Nazi and Japa se per cution Which refers 
to t he systematic murd of e J e\tish peopl e of 
Europe . I believe that thi statement , of Which a 
copy is a ttached, covers t e possibilities of help­
ful action a s completely s is feasible a t this 
t i me. I know that you regard this statement 
as a reaff i rmation of de p and abiding sympathy 
for the J ewish people . 

Enclos ure: 

Statems t by the President, 
March 4, 1944. 

Rabbi St ephen 
Am/r can 342 

s. Wi se, 
Zi onis t Emergency 
Madison Avenue , 

New York 1? , New York. 



THI!: WHITE H O U SE 

WASHIN GTON 

.:.orU 1, 191.1, 

Judge Rosen:tan Sk)'S 1~ ia not 

neCQ$Oftry to reply to Or . ' ite's letter 

ot .larch 1), as It ia Mally I'Ully 

bn•wered in the ~ta~ent >t .ll\rch .._4, 

T.o.u. <••t11 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASH I NGTON 

llarc h :n, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Sub ject : 

.. ":{p"i,,q,. ~ 
Letter from Rabb1n Wl to ,nd S1\tver 
encl od ng dra.ft etatement aent1on1ng 
the persecuted Jews and Palestine. 

I am attaching a letter to you 'dated March 13, 

1944 from Rabbi Silver and Rabbi Wi se enclosing a draft 

s t atement Whi ch they desired you to issue respecting 

the persecuted Jewe of Europe and the Palestine question . 

I believe that t he statement on persecution Whi ch ~ 

you i ssued on March 24, 1944 i a the only statement 

vhioh you will wlah to issue in this oonneotl on at thia 

time , and I all attaching a suggested re~ to Rabbi 

Wi se vi th th1a thought in mind . 

Enclosures: 

1 . Latter from Rabbis Silver 
and Wise , dated March 13 , 
1944, v1 th enclosure . 

2 . Suggeated reply t o 
Rabbi Viae. 



COHSTTTUEHT OlGNIIZAnOHS .,. ..... _.w .... •,ZJ.Metar,..-. .... .,~ 
MbrecW <>r,...r..tt. J ~ 

/ H2 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 

wu, . , H i ll t o11 • 0 

P*te&. ZJoa..Zel,. DeN .t AIMM• 
Zlo•bt Ott• at..Uo" of AM.,k • 

March 13, 1944. 
~RTIIIEHT OF STATE 

AR l ;, 1944 
• .LY •-r .. -
• • 

The President 
1!1"1 > .. . ,.. ,., ... .... ... 

The \.'hite Houee 
l;~ahington, D. · 0 . 

r 
Deer ~,r , President• 

m\lsto~ or 
•tAR £ASTERN ArTAIIIS 

llo need hardly aey bow gr"teful ..e •·ere for the 
opportunity of full <i.iacu.ssion >dth you of the problem or 
Palestine. lie rejoi ced eg&in to note your Wlderatending 

/
f nd s b1din& aY"'p&thy vith the ideal .. no ourpoae of the 
Jewish people . 

In ecoordllnce vl.tl: your suueetion, wo have set 
do>o-n ir• t he enclosed draft ..-Ju>t "e believe to be your own 
thought i n relation to the stat.,.ent which you indicated. 
it is your purpose to bsua in the neor fUture. lie should 
be gratofUl for the opportunity , in aecordMCO with your 
suggestion, to sen your stat ement before it is i•oued. 

\o ore happy to t hink that Undel'-Secretery 
Stettiniua 1a to have your advice t luJt vhlle in Loncion he 
consult vith the Pr eaidont or the Jevish keeney for ~ 

Pelegting , Dl". Qhn1m \l,.i,Zl<J.Ln.Q· )(Thl:t\ Vl! ebiiSJ:t161 ot utmoa·t 

1 114portence in view of your high r &gar<l for l>r . We1:oJnann, 
who has l • tely hlld tl-.e opportunity for fUll diacuuion of 
~he " roble: dth V.r. Ohurehill . 

I, 

Oo-Chail'men 
A»er 1cen Z1onift EDergency Council 

X 



The detptrote plight or aatl1 •1111ona or retugeea or all 

nationalittea and creeds baa arauaad the oompeaeionate interest 

ot tht k4t r1ctltl ptOplt. The Wtr Retug~e Boerd vae created by •• 

1n order to aceure the UIDediate rcacue of u IDanJ r ·ef'\lgeu ea CM 

a'till be saved. 

The attention of the wrl4 hoa upecially been d.1~eted 

to the terrible cal6111itiea which h.e.ve ovorttlct'l'l the Jevt or Qlropo. 

Hi~ltr1ft proar~, designed to ecc~~1ah tbe1r coopleto exterD1nat1on, 

haa a.lrec.d:y r esulted in the deeth, l.md.er condtti.otUJ of 1ner.d1blt 

br\ltaUty. or a.UUona or • en, vo.en and chlldren . 

1\l.nd.reda or thol.1.oMd.t1 perhspa lrtlliona . or those vho ~tUl 

su.rvlve vU1 vt.ah C'o r the opportun:it.)' to reblal.ld t~1r alvlttertd 

livet N&Onl their ovn people in Palestine. F'ortu.Mtel,y, ~bat country 

hl>o .J.r.tttdy dosonatrat!!ld ita capacity to abe4rb large nWibera oC Jeva 

as the rel\llt of the N!!IIAl"k.o.ble ptoneert.n& effort of J11vieb s ettlers 

during tM lut uvcral. decades. aea.iated by t he generous na·torial 

eontr1but1ona or their f.U.ov J ev a throughout the world. This work 

of u.p'rNUd.ing, which hu bun 1\ !llagnif'1.cent exupl e of vbat c.an be 

.t.ch1tved onl.y by men dedlo•ted to an i deal. hae been of benefit not 

onlY to the Jevi.ah but alao t.o the Arob 1nbe.b1tDllts ot the eou.nt.ry. 

Our people Md our Ocwunment have long Md the dooptot 

n:)'lllpatl\)' tor the ase-old aapiretton of the J evi.ah people t.o reoon· 

"t1tutt t hei!' Hl!ttonel Home tn Palestine. \'e con nev(l.l" rorg•t tNt 

our Oovernment w8a consulted and gave its ~ support and approval 

to the B.alfou.r Declaration. 1'h1• .,... leter cont'1.med by the eetton or 

the Cone,reaa or the Unit.ed St.a.t.t 1n a Joint Retolut1on U~iDou.sly 

11dopt td on June ro, 1922. The MenN t ·e for Ptlttt1.r10 1 vhl.ch vat 

a ppTOvtd by the $1 mtnber nations or the League of NAtione , vu aleo 



ron..~n:ed by the !lritioh-AIIerican Convention or 1924. By this 

t~greement. our Government gevo its aeacnt. to the <leoignation of 

Orut. Britain •• the Mandator;y Power char&ed with the obligation 

to fac111tat.e the lJM>igret.ion of Jews into Pales tine Md thuir 

close eettleoent on the land. 

The nov polloy vhich wu announced under the Bri t.ieh 

1/hit.o P •per of 1939 would prohibit. in the near 1\lture all 1\&rt.her 

Jewish i=oigra~1on into Psleetine •nd placee drastic r eat.rtctiono 

on Jevioh l•nd curch~ee nnd ~ett.lement end perpetuetee a minority 

statue for J e..-e 1n their own l:at.ionol Home. This nolle)' he a never 

been accepted by our Oovernment. It is fn'J confident hope, oh8%'ed1 

I believe. by P,.U,e llinieter Churchill, """"' deep ~no syaoathetic 

interest in the upbuUding of the Jewish 11otion8l Home is 8 matter 

o f record, t!'.at the doors or P.Uest.ine l<ill be apened for t he tree 

entry of Jews into th11t country end thet there sMJJ. be 1\lll 

opoortunity for colonization ~nd economic develol1dlent so th8t they 

1111)1 cx.ntinue the upbuilding of t heir Nationol Home in accordance 

..ith the intent m>d ourcose of t he Boltour Declaration end the 

llendat.e for Palestine. 

The c11st.inguiohed British and Amerlcen state..,en who parti­

cipated in the traains of these historic doew:ente have aacle 

indubitnbly clear >~Mt their intent ond purpose wore . Proatdent 

1/Ueon ctated• "I ..,. persuaded that t he Allled Nations . v1th the 

1\llleot concurrence or our own Government. ond people, nro tljll'eed 

that in Puaatine ~hell be leicl the foundations of a Jewish 

Comonwaalth. • Thia remains the fixed purpose of the American 

people. 



!larch v.. 1941. 

'llle Unlt..ct Kat-Lone are t1Jht..l.nc t.o aake a world 1n wtdch 

\.yrUif\1 &nd a,wtttlon oan not tlil.ht; • world band upon tr.edc:a, 
equ.a.llt.7 and Ju.tt.lc.; a vorl.ct 1n Whicb all per1one res&l'd.l11a or race, 

color or creed M:J U ..-e 1n pea«, honor end <llodt7. 

ln t.tt. mea.nt.iM ln 1101t. or Europe and Ln part.• o r A.ala t.he 

Ult--.at.10 t.ort.ure ancS a&rder of Olvill..,. - Mn, tiO:M.ft and ehlldren -

by the •ut.a and u· .. J..,_ee cont.lmle \lnaba\.ed. ln aJ"M.. whjv&a\.ed 

by t.he ac.veaaore l.nnoc.nt. Pol .. , Cucha, Hol"'filll&l&M, OUt.ch, Ooanl1 1 

Fronch , Oreoka, Ru.eiana, Ch1neae 1 rillplnot and IUI\f o!.htrt - u. 

be1.n& a\.vved or tro•n t.o d ... t.h or ll!ilrdt~ in oold blood in a c•pa.lsn 

or a&•ac-17· 
1be al&u&)1tert or t'&riAlr, Lid!co, Khar:tov Md Hankin&- the 

brutal Wlrture and IIILU'6tr b7 t.ho JepantM, not on}¥ ot civilians but. 

Of OtlT Ollm .,allMtt. ....ar1Cct £Old1flrt and tllera - \.hUe AN at.&rtlina 

tlllMLpl .. or .m.-. pes on da.v by d.,-, year in and JM.r out., -.Mre._r 

Lhe Nadt and t.M Jape art in aJ.lit.&ry coM.rol - L'Me t.o tollmr t.htlr 

barbaric purpoae. 

1n one or the bl,ac.;..ut. or.l.oau or all hinory - becun b7 the 

Na&is in t.ht day or peaco and multiplied by them a ~ t~s ln 

limo Of war - th8 .tlol81ale syrtA.I.lat.ic murder of ttMJ JGWI Of f)lropo 

co-• on unabated •nry hour. AJ 411 r"l-SUlt. or tbe O\llnt.a or t.ho laat. tow 

d.,., hutdl"'td. or thoua.&nd• or ~. 'lllho 1llh1.l. llYinc \Inlier perMeut.loo 

h&vt: at lout round • hAV\.on rnua dnth J.n Hungary and ttt. Balkant, are 

now t..hru .toncd with annihilation u Klt..lor•a fore .. descend 1110re heav1 1J" 

upon t.hete lands. That thole innocent pooplcl., Wlo have all'tt4y survived 

a Oeude or Kitt.r•e tury, .tlo'.ald perith on the ~f'1 cv. or tritq)h ower 

tM barbaric which th01r p.r3 ~cution sJ'IboU~u. -ould be • m.ajor 

tragedy. 

It it thc.rororo tttt.ln& t.hat wo ehculd -c..tn proc:l&l:J ou.r 

doter.aination that. none who part.tdpat..e 1n t.M.s• acl.• o! ''-"IIC!'Y lhall 

go unpunished . Tho Unit.od Nat.lone havo made 1t. clear t.Mt. t.hoy will 

pursue t.hoo aul.H.y 6ncS dolivor t.hoftl up in ordor thr.t. Ju.s\.ico be dono. 

n..t. •U"'\l.nc a.pplit-• net onl.7 t.o t!'lo le.adon but alto tc U.olr tunct.1on­

ar1u &nd. aubordin.at.oa in Ot.lmatO' and 11\ the: aatoWt.e count ries. W 

•ho knowingly t &ko part in t ho deportation or Jew• to thoir doat.h in 

Poland or J+o~&h.n• and French to thoil' doat.h in Cior'UtlY u• cqut.lly 

&Ullt7 1rith tho OJ~~.:cut.ioner. All ..tlo ah&N tt. p.lU. ah.U ab&.re tht 

punbtnent.. 

H.it.lor b c<lllliu.tn.g t.hoto cr1Jnc1 agAintt. hu:aanit.)' in tho 

n- ot thl Gcna.a.n peopt.. t &ak nuoy CCraan and ov~o.ry un ewrywMre 

under Nul do:Un.atlon t.o thott th• -.orld by h.1a ac\.lon thai. In hb hDV'\. 

ho does not 3h&ro tho.a.o 1neM'" cr.tm.inal l.lollrc:. . Ltt ht.!l hide thoto 

pura:uccl victW, holp t.ho.a to get. over Lhulr bordON, aM do wM.t ho 

ean t o •&ve tlws troa t..ho Kui hr.n.pan . 1 Jll.l:k hill abo t.o keep watc.h, 

tnd t.o record Uw evidence lt\a.C. will ono dtT bo u.MCI c.o eonvtet. the p.Uty . 

In t.ho aoant.l.rH, &Iii until tho v1ot.or y t.M:t. b now aasurod is 

•oo, t..htl United $tat.u li'iU p..l"a.v ... re in itt of'torta to ,..,cue tho vlcU.mt 

or bZ"Ut&lit7 or tht t;.si• M4 """" Jt.pt. In .o tar u t.M neeessit.7 or 

aillt.ery Oporat.lont p:n'ILLI. t.hb c;o-..,r'Mkrnt. td.U UIC all JDOant at itt ca. 

aa.nd t.o aid tho ototpa of 41.1 int.ondod v1ctt.a of t.ho lftd a.nd Jop 

•xaeutlonor - rocWlcst or r ac:o or r:ul1.4clon or color . n. call upon 

tho r,_ pc10plot or &rope. and ,...1• l¢.1p0r&ril7 t..o ope:n U.lr f'ron\.iors 

to all Yict1as or oppronlon. f."(, th&ll t1nd haven.t or r•t'u.et- tor tholl., 

and ,.. •hall f1nd the IIIBant tor t.ho1r mnlnt.enanco and auppol"l. unt.il t.hc 

tynnt S.. driv.,~-n tr«a UWlr boaolandt atnd t~7 a&¥ r eturn. 

In t.ho nrao or J~,~.~uc .. Md ~it.7 let. all rNcdoa lov'lnc 

pooplo rally t.o this r ight.oous unclort.akil\g. 



DEPARTMENT or STATE 

WAS fofiNOTO N 

J!EM()RANDIJH FOR THE PRESID¥ 

SubJect: Congreee1onal Resolutions on 
Eatabl1ahment in Palestine ot 
Ellergenor Sheltera tor Hungarian 
Java. 

On Auguet 25, 1944 , Chaii'!IAn Blooil pt the Houee 
Foreign Atta1ra Co .. i ttee wrote to me V1 th regard to 
resolutions Which were introduced into Congreea on 
Auguet 24 oall1ng upon the President and the Secreta17 
ot State to uee t heir good ottioea with a view to the 
establ1shaent in Palestine ot emergency aheltera tor 
Hungarian Java. 

Sinoe th1a appeare to be a IIIB.tter pr1111B..r1ly at-
teot1ng the operations ot the War Ret'ugeo Boar4, I IUD ><..><~'71 
euggesting to Mr. Bloom that he disouea the resolutions 
V1 th Mr. Pahle, the keoutin Director or the Board. 

I dedre to invite your attention in th1e connection 
to the erteot that these resolutions 11111 undoubtedly have 'l . ., 
upon the political situation in the N••r E .. r , 1'he sua- x '"' 
oeptibilities or the Arabs have already been aroused by the 
introduction or the proposed Congreseional resolutions or .. ~~~1-· tl 
last winter and by the adoption or the Democratic and I( 
Republ1oan platror~~ planka , all proViding tor the eetab­
liBhllent or a Jewieh State in Palestine, These develop-
menta have led to consi derable oritioiem or the United 
State8, and it uy eat ely be predicted that our attitude 
toward Palestine Will be one or the 11&1n topic• or 41acua-
eioo at the torthoolling meeting or the oo~ttee Which is 
to organize an Arab Congreu, 



,._,,~6) 

~----....... , HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Marcil 9, 1944. 

MEa>IWIDUM li'OR 

ROM. SAM RAXBOBH ,.,_~ ?If 
tfff11 r-1 1, 

That telegraa troa your tr~ 
Jam11 Al Madta1, Preaident _~---, 
Cii&Def of Senator•, and )fnh•"•d 
Ridha 8hab1b1~ Preaident Irag 
Chiiber of bi utiea, ia merely one 
ot a voluae ot proteata wbioh. haYe 
come in !rom practical" all tile 
Arab and Mooriall countrie•. It 
11111rel.y il.luatratea what happena 
it delicate international aitu­
ationa get into party po11 tica. 

I am glad, 1ndeed1 that you 
llave tile situation on that 
Resolution well 1n band . 

~ beat to you, 
• 

9~ 
~'\ · F. D. R. 

tlo naoo r s t<ccom,.mted tho oM atnol of 
t.h1" 111P.morantiur.~ t.o Mr . iii•Y""m . 



:?Rm.: J!.!!IL AL t'.ADF.'.l P~.:i:!SID:;tiT LI1A0. C!Wffil;l. CF SJ:.NATORS AND 
i\UHAMI!AD RIDRA ;3}!ABIBI Pit..SIDllNT I AAQ. CH.ulB--· m· DI:l?UTDS . iltt' 'il' th fE HOUSe 

MAR 7 4 10 PH ·~tj 
'lECEIVt O 
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RABBI STEPHE N '.VI SE 1• 

(GET ADDRESS) ' Jl/~· " n:r 3 :I. ":u 
IT GO ES •.VITHOUT S AYING TI1AT MY POSITION 

TO SEE YOU IN WASHI NGTO N IVEONESOAY. 
IS SAME AB BEFORE. HOPE 

FRANKLIN 0. ROOSEVELT. 

REeD RV BN 7 P.M. J 

X 76:/b 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9 , 1944 

MEMOPJu.'IDU1J FOR ROBERTA BARROWS . 

Senator \·:agner has phoned me 
to a sk whether his letter addressed 
to the President coul d be placed 
before the President . I understand 
you have it . 



__ ., 
.. , "' .. ...... --· 

The President 
l 'he V1W. te House 
l'tasb.ington~ D. C. 

INMHIHGTON, D.C. 

'o'l 

'ii.r1n II 3" ~ll ·~<i 
~t.rE.ldO 

My Dear ar. Pr esident: 

September 29, 1944 

Knowing how occupied you are these days I would 

not bring the following matter to your attention at this 

t1111e if I did aot feel that immediate acti~n .was necessary . 

It is my considered judgment, however , that the speed with 

which e vents have moved in Europe 1n recent weeks and months 

make impe rative an early dec i sion on what is to be done with 

regard to the Jews liberated f rom Nazi r ule • 
. -

The Zionist leaders ln this country a re convinced 

t ha t most of these Je'.75 ·::ould w~nt to reconstitute thelr 

shattered lives a111ong their own people in Palestine . I 

s htLre tnat conviction. The American people have furthermore 

made lt clear that it is their de sl re that such opportuni~; 

be afforded to them . :let unless an early decision concerning 

Petlestine ls CJClde , most of these displ aced and ho!!!.eless peopl e 

will be seat back to their places or origin or l ast per~anent 

r esidence. Already t he Arr.1y, I ""' il•formed , i s dealing with 

this problem without regard to whlt future decision may be 

made •·ltn r csp•ct to Palestine o.nd without taking into account 

t heir specia l position. UNKRA and the Inter-governmental 



..:ol.lllni tteE for Refugees 1r.re also r1ow .. orking out pl&r•s d1rcctPd 

Lo~ards their repatriation. 

Tne Zionlst lead&ro are gravely concerned that 

the action now being t~cen or about to be taken by tho Army 

and by these ir.ter-.,overn.Jt:ntal agencies •rill preclude or 

make vastly more difficult what se~ws to them a~u to ~o the 

only satisfactorj solution for great ~~bers of h~ope' s 

Jews, namely , their settlement in Palestine . It r.ould seem 

to me to be both unsound from a h~an and moral point of 

vie,. , as well as economically wasteful, to have these 

refugees moved b~ck to thoir plcces of ori&in or last permanent 

residence and thereafter to afford them an opportun1 t)· to go to 

Palestine. 

For these and other reasons I believe it is a matter 

of great and immediate importance th&t the Zionist leaders 

be given an opportunity to discuss the present situatio~ •~th 

you and to place before you their vie~s. I understand thct 

Dr . ~tephen S. ~ise is •~iting to you about this matter . I 

earnestly !>..ope that you trill find it possible to see Or . 

Wise and Dr . Silver in ordor to take up these matters wtth 

them at the very earliest opportunlty . 
I 

I should also like to 1 

discuss this proble~o~ v.-1th :;ou i n order th»t I might bo 11.ble 

to go into the matter a tGfeate r length. 

Respectfully, 



Offho of Dr. ?fho 
40 We•t 88th Streot 
liew York 2$, ff .. Y. 

-· 

AMJtWICAN' ZIOII'UJT ~NGY.SOT COUNCiL 

IU2 lt&.Df &ON ,A\'f{HUII 

xr.w YORK l'?' . N. T. 

Desr Chief; 

In 11 d-.y OT two you r.ill h&To on your duk 
a fcrcal requut t'rca Dr. Silver &Dd lfiY.Olt, 
u head• of the A.olll!lrtcan Ztooht blert,enoy 
Co.m.oil, tor <l«, opportu.nlt)l to l'UI.l.IIO CNr 

dhcu.uion ot 1.\A.rch 'With rnr-ot to Pett .. -
tii:Mi o I WO'.I.ld not prou thh 1.t I did not 
knCN" her.¥ lmporl:ant it ne tr0111. cer tnl_o 
pointe of viow to ue you DOI'f. Ther e aro 
tbin&t: •foot • h1ch I do not liko • clulgne!d 
to hurt you . ~llfl Nat not be permitUd . 
Nearly eTOr-ythbg can be dono to 41.'f'Ort thea 
if .., OM talk to ycu and ha-w trom yw a 
nrd 'Chich 1h&ll be your ponootlll~trtrma.­
tiOD or the Fe.l .. tiao pUnk h1 the Ch1oe.go 
plat.rorm or tbe Plorty. 

E&•y eoOiil&b tor tbo Republican oa.ndld•t. to 
~· tho broadaat aad moat rtckleu of prOI!l-­
i l e a . •• indeed he 11 doing in ~ny direotiona. 
Ywr OIIID word. at.Md1 f'or th11 adm.n.htr .. tlcn. 
and fer the Dn.t . With nn devoted grut.inG• , 

----·~-·~. 
!he Prn1dont 
!he Yl.'hi 1» Bouee 
Wuhbttcn . D.c . 

J 
• 



A•J;EftiOA.N ZIOI<IST £K£RO£NOT CoUI<OIL 

a ea '" q u • q a· " tt !l dt\ lj t. t • • • ,~:,r 

!'t'EW TOUM: l7. H . T . 

The President 
The \'hito llouac 
lfaehington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. President 1 

Sept ... ber 2B, 1944. 

Six JDOnthe have pa ssed since we vere privileged 

to meet vith fOU to c!iecues the tllture or Polutino 

and the eettle:>ent t here ot bwldrecl.o of tb6\li6lldi ot :;;t-. 

bomeless Jewish retuneea . At that time you authorized 

us to aey on your behalf that 11vben tutura deci.Diona 

ere reached, tl1ll Justice v1ll be done to tbooe .ebo 

aeek n J evieb Nattonol Home.• 

In the l:leantice ..,.·enta h£ve 100ved tast and toda7 

the liberating forces of tho United Nations hove ft,l­

reac!T treed couiderabla areas of :brope tree 1\e:i 

doainetion. The problem ot vbat b_t.9 be clone rl~h 

the_ aurviv1ns Jr,.•a_1n theaa-.IAd.in other ez:e.e.s ebout 

to b~d ia • "•~tte;!;_p" 1•ec!1.at"-""'l!!.ent. The 

tntergove:mmentlll. bcd1ee concerned ere formulattng 

plano end ere taldng 11eaaur ea designed epparentl)' to 

return the retllgt<~e to their pl.acee of orig1n or ot 

firet retllge. ~t man;y of the r etllgeea desire ahoY~ 

aJ.l to rebuild tbe1r shattered llves ill Pol.uttno. 

Tbia opportunity i a being dr.iad them and ectlaD io 

being taken ~ilicb later v1ll be irrepar~e . 

'!'be probl .. 1e becocd.ng 1110re acute vith ...,arr 

dey that paeoee and it would eppear to be or immec!iate 

urgency thet etepa be teken to deal. vith a e1tunticn 

that 1e causinG vtcleepreed diaquiet. As beads ot the 

combtned Zionist ort;an1ze.t1ono ill th1a ccuntey it ia 

our earnest "'~'at that yau accord ua the earlleat 

opoortunity of aeet;lnc rlill fOU ill or<ler tO aut:Dit to 

yciu oiirviewe on tM~ and-~ted m"ttero:--
. ... .. -.. --

< 

Your a t&i thtull,y, 

at& Hbu.e ~4 

wa:X~ii?'-
Stephen s. lliae 

Co-Chc1rmen 

• 



---~--·--.... .......,..C(; .. !efA"YCW.-rATC ___ .. c. 

D EPARTMENT OF srATE 
WASHINGTON 

September 23 , 1944 

ME!!ORAllDIIM FOR MR, EARLY 

SubJect: Letter from Rabbi Stephan s . Wiee 
dated September 14, 1944 With 
enclosures, regarding p;festine, 

In acoordance Vith your request there is trana-

mi tted here1d th tor your signature a letter which has 

been prepared in the Department in reply to the attached 

letter dated September 14, 1944 from Rabbi Wise to you, 

With enclosures, regarding Palestine. 

Enclosures: 

1, Letter to Rabbi Stephen 
s . Wise, Synagogue House, 
40 West Sixty-eighth Street, 
New York, New York. 

2 , Letter to Hon. Stephen Early, 
September 14, 1~, from 
Rabbi Wiae , W1 th enclosurea, 



. . ... , 
'. \ .. ' 

THE: W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

\ 
Dear Rabb\ Wise: / ' 

I am sorry that the press ot bueineea 1n 

the ~aat tew~a has not mt::1t possible ror 
\ ' 

me to rep~y sooner to your etter or September 

\ 
1.944, 'W1 th ito ~nolo sure , regarding Palestine. 

./ 
' 

14, 

\ 
I wanted you to know, owever, t hat your letter 

consideration. 

With best 

it baa received caretul 

sh~\ 
incerely yours, 

I 

\ 

\ 
Stephen Early 

Secretary to \he President 

/ . \, 
Rabbi a·tephen s. Wise, \ 

' I 

tSynngogue' House, \ 

40 West Sixty-eighth Street, 

New York, New York. 



"'·~:· ~ •. .. 
# , . .. 

Grace; .: 

(• 

l .:-
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Letter from Rabbi ~eohen S, WiSe, Synagogue Bouse, 

40 West 68th St., NYC, 9/14/ ,*to iir. E!l'ly, enclosing a letter 

of the same date for the President, urging that a decision on 

the future or Palestine be no longer delayed, and enclosing 

a mi.meographad •Memorandum on Palestine and Partition sul:mitted 

to State Department, Jul,y 7, 1944", sent to the Secretary of 

State as per penciled notation "Secy. of State To prep. reply• . 

9/20/44 
hills 

1 
I 
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' ,J}irl'r ~pna!JO!Jlll' 
NEWVORK 

;Vt 1!/-
~~Rt10d!IIU' l!ioiUlV 

. • o-wul' 68si · 

· -~ 

I 111'Duld net aek y w t o place the eno loeure be tore 

the Chid' if ~not 1m- that it ohO\Ild come 

to hie notice lt UJ:2Yl. ,. 
----

I beg you will preaent it to hilll wi theut de lay. 

With deepfelt thanks and oerdi al greetinge. 

oowteh 
enol .. ure 
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STE PHCN S . W ISC 

,.O A"TY WII.8T e t XT'f". a iOMTH 8TIIIt&CT 

New VO"K 2 3 . N. Y. 

Septeaber H. 1944 

1he President 
Qu.ebeo 
Canada 

Dear Chief'a 

Tho h epea and faith or the entire world are wi:ttt yeu. 

Still, you will f'orgift me if' I -ke an appoa~ t o you 

at thio mm1nt on behalf' of' tho Jowhh people aDd 

PaleotiJI.oo 

In tho de ohiDDO that mat be taken by you and tho 

PriDW !linbter now1I would moat oanlutly auggest that 

a dooieion on tho .i'uturo of' PalaatiD.e be no l onger de­

le.:yed. For millhna of' m;y pe tple Europe has. alae. 
beoome a cemetery. a&t there are many 11bo aurvift , 

and 11bose ey111 are turned to Palestine aa the one 

place which the:r f'oel they can onr e.ga i n call hoDIIII o 

I~m~~~diately f'ollmng the liberation of Nazi-eocupied 

Europe the poasibili ty of' oar ryill5 out .1'ar-roaohill5 
and largely OCII1oeind plana will be 1111ch greate r than 

later, when things haft oong.,alod. It 1a vital. 
thorof'ore, that the intention t e open Paleatilw freely 

t o J ewish bn.1grat1on, with the object of' eetabliabill5 

there a Jewiah Co-e.lth, should now be c learly e.nd 

apeoitioally declared. 

Tho J ewiab. Nat1-l ll'ome lllUSt be e. home in f'aot, a 

he• t e wb.ioh every Jew 11bo wiahes t o go there shall 

be entitled t o r;o aa of' r ight. It IIUst be a home in 
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STEPHE N S . W ISE 

Tho Proeidont 
Quebec, Canada 

FO AYV W lt•r St Xl Y· £ 1G H T H 6TRil£T 

N EW YO"I( 23, N . Y. 

- 2-

'«'bich a Jerlsh aajority shAll bo ontitlsd to tSet u p a solf­

gcvnning Jewish Ce~m~annalth in whicih all the illhabi'bi.nts 

eh.cll have equality before the law, llhile r ete.ininr; the 

right to the -inteD&nce of their own culture, ~· and 

r•ligbn. 

Proposals have been mooted f or a partition of Faleotine 

-.nd f or the setting up of a Jcnrish State in a part of Fal­

eotiDe . We belisve that eucha partition would be in every 

unoo disaetz-euo. I append a JMIIlor«.ndum eubaitt.d to tile 

Secretary of State e:u t his subject, and weuld only add that 

there is unftni.Jnous oppositi= CIII. tho put of Jews everywh&re 

to &ny proposal tor the partition of Palestine. 

With deep regard I pray that your deliberations may be 

fruitful, and your deoisiou. be greatly bleased. 

W'ith affection. 

ssw,eh 
enclosure 

Ever ~lly yours . 

.' 



.... 
cl-4. llemorandum on 

Pa}eatine ar,d Partition 

SUbmitted to State Department, July 7 , 1944 

1. Tbe 1927. Partition. Partition ia no now propoC4l a o tor ao Paleetino 

1e conoerned. Tho Balfour Declaration "1tb ita promiao of a llational Home for 

the Jewiab ~oplo vaa or1GiJ>ally intended to apply to tho •hole of hi&tor ic 

Palaatino, • includins Pataotina ea•t of the Jorclan , or !rane-Jorclan a o tt t o 

knol>ll today, · In September, 1922 , ho~evor , tho Lall6\le of Nationa, at tho i notonco 

or the llritieb GoverDlii6Dt, excluded Tren~Jorclan from tbi a erea. Moro tben triO­

third• of the territory origillally designated ao tbe Jawiab UaUoll&l Homo "a• tbuo 

closed to Jeiriab oottlement . 

2, Tbe 1937 Propoo!!l. A. fUrther partition of Paloatino proposed in 1937 

b;y tho Paleotino Boy& Gocmiosion recomended tho eatal>liabccnt or a Jeoiab state 

on an area of about one-rUth of Paleatino ll8ot ot th.o Jorclan. The relllllinder, 

apert from a cmall llritiah onclavo , together mth Tran~Jorclan 0111 to beoomo an 

A.rab stuto, In Pcrliemont tbia propoaal ~>ua aevorly critictzod, IUllJntl otbcro , 

b;y 1Jinoton Churchill, ODd ..as IOIIJle tho oubJect of a devootating cnnlyuia by n 

forrwr llriti&h lUg!> Gor:miuionor of Paleetine , Viscount Satmcl . The objections 

indicated by Viacou.nt S~~~~».el tJoro moro thnn confirmed by tho Po.l.ottino Pnrtition 

Gollltlisoion (1938) , beaded by .Sir John floodhead, which vao appointed by tho llrithb 

Governoent to imeatigate the technical aopecta of the partition propoaal. 

3. Ecgnomic Ob!ngtiono . No proposal for the ruture of Paleatino cen bo 

acceptable to tbe Jewiab people which precludea tbe poesibi.lity of large scale 

Je>riab oettlemont end colonication. But partition, to q110te the 17oodbeacl Gom­

mi .. ion , 1 would be a """ere bl ot: to the economic ""lfara of tbe Jonah State • ." 

It 1oould bo detrimental to in<luotrial expansion end "auld greatly limit tho 

pouibilities of aboorbin.lf e. largo Je,.iab population. 

lio tnr aa ~icul tural colonization is wncorned, partition would bo fatal 

to any important project for cl ose settlalllllmt and int ondve development, :For any 

conceiYable parti tion of Paleotine would neceaaarily aep~rate tho 1mportcnt ~nter 

reaourcu in the north , from the irrigabla liOlld in t he aou.th \7h1ch ofiera the 

greataot prospeet of dll'falopment . Such a political aeparaUon of 11atar and land 

would of oouree entirely preclude the developmont of Paleatine in ro(;ional terms 

along tho lines of the TVA., aa, IIUggdoted by Dr. W, C. l.owdermillc in "Paleotine , 'f 

Land of Promioe•. : .• 

4. Je,hh Attitydo Toda,y. f.'hereas in 19~7 sol!l8 aectiona of the Z1on1ot 

moveo>ent were ready to conaid~r a proposal to eetabliab a J~mab St ato in n 

pal'titioned Palootioe, toctq ZioniiJto aro unanioloua in their oppoaition to any 

partition: 'l'bo reason liea in the fwld&mltntal chan«e which the Je'lli&h oituation 

in Europa baa undergone aa a reeul t of tbe war md Europe'o occupation by tbe 

liazio, While acme of tbooe Je .. a 11bo "ill survive t he war nill no doubt doaire 

t o return to their cou.ntriea of origin , for very IOIJD;y emigration and in particular 

emigration tc Paleatino l>bare alone they can clnim to go as of right and vill be 

<~loomed by thoir oon people , offers tbe beet, it not tho only prospect o! a neo 

• 1 . Paloatino ~y.U. Gomm1oo1on Ropor t , 19371 P• 38. 

~ ~ 

•• ·' . ,. . , . 
. ., .' ?· 

., I 
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ond mre hope1\ll futuro, In order to moe\ tho needc of such a largo ucalo in:mi­
gration it will bo noceoaory to muko UIO of tho poaoib1lit1eo no a wbolo , nnd nny 
reduction in tho aroa of aattlerent would bo rocnrd•d ae i ntroducinc o carreopond-
1ng liodtation on tho n\UIIbora mo ~ time bo rehobUitatcd.. 

S, llxcludon o! Vi tol .y-eao, To tho .re .. not corel7 vould ,. aocon d 
partition o! Poloat1no bo regarded ao a qio...ouo ond continuing 1nJuot1C<>, but 
in tlddition to tho other objections alrooq IUUCoted thoro 1a tho ft~<~t t.bot no 
partition of Polootino h possible which 110ulcl DOt c:r.eludo crone vhich nro 
inU<ntell' vovcn acono.alcall)'. rtll&iouoll' oonti...,ntallT nncl h1otor1call7 into 
tho "arJl and \lOOt of the llationol l!omo. Thuo tho exclusion of northe rn Pnlcat1no 
from tho Jca1.ab St&te would not only remOYI from tho Jeriah oraa a network of 
ooloniea in Galilee t.~Oociated ,ith oome of tho moot heroic aopeoto of tho etorr 
of Jevisb reoettlomont in .Palestine , but would proiUlll8l>ly mean in addition the 
exehion of Haifa end of the Valle)' of Je:rool , Around l!aifa are loentod moot of 
the largor induotrial oet orprisoo of Paloatioo Jo-arr. To tako aTI~ tbia port , 
wich ia the principal door to <md from Palutina, and to exclude tho ~~>.rraunding 

induatriol zone from tho Joa1.sh state vould bo a colamitoue blo\7. 'l'bo vallO)' of 
Jureol &pin, W1Ch hat been entiral:y NOlaimcd from its previOUS J)Oatiforoua 
nnd ltal"shy condition b:y tho lives a:~d eacat of Jo\llab eoloaiete, h to~ tho 
abo"Pioeo of Jov1ab colonization in Paloatioo. Its fl.ouriahin& aotnomon to COJ>­

ct1tuto the backbone of Poloetino ' e Jct~iob <>UiCUlturDJ COilXiUDity, It 'OOUld bo 
1nconcoi"!'&l>lo that thh area obo'llld bo out out of tho Jcrlab stato to bo. On thO 

other h;md, ao olreadl' indicated, it the partition proposed it one "hich would 
exclude the southern area of Palestino from tho Jeuiab State, no oro faced ct 
once ~ith the fact tbot it ie in tho ~th 'tbat the greatoat poeaibilitiea for 
agricultural development ood aettlel'ilBnt oxiat , To exclude th1G aroD. 1u to htln>­
string the eo po .. ibili ties , 

6. Effect on t.bo .Arabs. For tho .Arab State partition vould be eeonomi­
call,. catastropbiG, 1 lt vould be 11QP00111blo1 , aaicl tho 'lloodbead CoDCiaaion . 
1 llhatever bound&riee we mipt recom::>tlld, to act up an .Arab State qhich abauld 
be aelf-support1ng, • !his viev is eontinoed b;v tbo resu1ta of tho eoporation 
of 'hen~orden from wutern Poloot1no, !illo lot tor. deTclopod b:y Joa1.ob enor1:7 
eocl eapi tal . baa made rapid economic procr .. a, 1>1th aeeompan:v1n« bODufi h for tho 
.lreb section of tho population in tho etonc!Qrd of living , educntional ond aoci:>J. 
services, and vith 'Wlprae.odontod growth ot population . 'i'rano-Jordcn, Ocmovur , bas 
remained povert;r-atricken, dependent an auba1d1oa from without, lllld nWilCriaall7 
olmoot stationary. 

7. Politlcol Disadvonti!!!!•• Great "' ar e its economic disadvantsee, 
partition 1o no lell inexpedient from the politlool point of view, It 1o urgod 
in juat 1ficat1on of partition that b;v aopar&ting J.rabs from Jnc, tbo poooibUi­
tiea of frict ion are eliminated or at leaat reduced. :sut, as tl&s indicated b7 
tbe Woodhead Cocroiuion, 6Dl' partition propoaol 10Nld leave 1ar&e n\UIIboro of Araba 
1>1th1n the Jewiob area. J.t the same timo tho interest of tho ourrounding .Arab 
States in tbo .Arabs w1 thin tho Je'Oiab State vould continuo undiml.n1obed.. Under 
theao circumatencoo the ootabl1sbment' of a tin)', economically end pol1tical17 
impotent , Je.,ilh State wuld bardl7 be cond.uc1vo to a per=ont oottlo,...nt. 'rhus 
partition would fnl.l to nohievo ita primor)' IW')>Oae. 'rho o1 terne.tivo of a liLl'ge 
scale trenofer of Jowa into an undivided and economically viable Paleotine \'lithin 
a minilltll!l period e.ttor the war, would craote facta such aa would make pondble 
tho establ1ahment of a wall-founded Jewiob Coanonvealth capable of maintaining 
itself and in a poaition ulti-taly t o roach final and mtual l:r advantD~:ooua 
_.a.....,ta with ita '.Arab naigbbora, ln addition, the natural bound&r7 of t.bo 

. I ., 
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/~· Jordan V&J.ley offers a strategically defensible frontier , 11 The military outbori­
ties• , stated the Woodhead CommisGion, 11have impressed ue that no boundar.y can be 
f ound west of the Jordan which al"iords a satisfact"ory strategic lin"e11 • !ndoed, no 
one member of the Mandatee Commisaion said, "Partition creates more problellln thou 
it solves. • · · 

~ .. 
' SW!rn!!rv of Ob.1ections to a Partition of Pal,ostine . 

' 

l. The effect on both the .Arab and the Jewish States would be di.a·astrous 
from the economic point of view, The .Arab State could not be aelf-:SUpJ?Orting ·~.d 
its standard of livi.ng Tlould deterior ato, The J~misb State would bo unpl>lo to 
S\lpport any considerable ne\"7 illmigratior,t• , . 

2, JAministration T~Ould be co~licated, - conmnnications and transportation 
greatly affected and liberty of ~vomont curtailed, . - ~ 3. No strategically defenaibl~ boundary can be dra\"70 T~ithin Palestine wast 
of the Jorden. 

4, From the political point of vie" partiti~n mll oo unacceptable to the 
Jens and nould invite bitter and violent opposition from the Arabs. 

5, In fine, partition nould do no DX>re than to create the coricatur~ of 
a Jemsb State-- a state lacking in the substance of economic and political power , 
unable .to offer shelter to those lxw:l.dreds of thousands of Je11s who will desire to 

·' return to their National Romo , and incapable of ID3king t.hat vitalizing contribut ion 
to the life of the 1"7hole liear and J,ll.dd:j.e East ~<hich might b e e:z:pected from a 
broadly based, .well established Jsmsh Comnxmr.~t.h, 

' 
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THE W HITit HOUaW: 

W ASHIN<;TOH 

lC-12-H 

G£1\ . ·.;;..o;so!. : 

ScJn /ctrlu'!o 
~r;1c~l~r· t~t you l~t 

\11 l ,. tttr rro11 

le 1t nececear;, ~e lit t!-.11 



THC WH I TE HOUSE 
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.• ~ .... v~_;:;:.u •. rc:t 3E::Erw. \;;.TSC:-i: 

U~~ Ht-to~~.e MC< o ' ·•hone 
co..l: fro~ lfl"l · ~L 1 n olC nPUC;')f'~"''f'r 
':'.!'n, ,\::ho-le ,_t.;on(llr.e Zlor.let Convtr.tl<'n 
r t· ; .tlc.n;lc :aty. It "~."~6-art. t:1.0t 
MC .. l !)Jl\'t'l"' .!.8 lr. D. !'1X 1 !tOrE OJ' le8t.1 

l"t'tr: tt.it Conv~r.tlon, OE'enu6e lie C.lC:. not 
~o:; to set ti·a~ PrePlc!e:.t the ~rher f.rYJ 1 

Ltl th.,tt:.h ?-laO~>! .a f't dlG . S11 vcr eh Lu: 
l-. t ¥rotc tt'.~ Pr-eclliet!.t en SC'ptembf!r o;cth 
llrHnc; ~r tl.(' n.;l::oint::.cnt fOriG. n!O-VCH" 

!'.cerci. trot!. tt,e :-:hlte Hou~(";. h r !"At.t~r 'lf 
reet he Q!i6 .:lee ooth r1cneC the lftter 1 

but R£ ~·ou 1;lll recall, the s!)1)01~ot~ent 
for \:iat 1'11\f!. a.a~e fro:L Hycie Ps.rk , rnd 
S!lveor \ias not 'ncluded . Seehs ~f'S :oci"ct'r-eG 
bJ ~.t• . r'.aerett to l#h1e office . Ht~ lf' t.O \o.' 
eall1ne,. you . 

~ .. . ~ , v.;.,, ... -~~-•-"-· ( '(.., f « c, 

S:....: L.., '" ( ,, 1 v 'I te c'~ . .' 
~"' I 

JL .. ,- ~ .. 
~. \. ... t' I {• t ( l (_. 
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.. •••ber 18 , 1~. 

JUCIIOIWIDUK JOR 

Da. ~8ElEL! I 

I don'' think 'h1• had better 

be an•wered. 

P.D.R. 

f,~-1~7 
)( " Ja.IN'" • 

Letter from Frpda ~ircbwey, The Shore~, 

2500 Calvert. St., N .w., . Washington 8, D. C., 

l 0/19/44, to Irs . Roosevelt, in reference to ~I'PT~} 

President' s statement to the Zionist convention 

at Atlantic City. Also aakes reference to a 

joint statement ey the President and Prime Minister 

Churchill on the Palestine situation. 

I( 'f g .::If-
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O.ln ... uu.c. for t.l• tl"..li~~· ot V:lt-io ... ~OOC:J . 1 ho, .. ve 
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nc. MaiiC't-., or .,. Ant .. -..... .. ~ 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

~UII F<R l!R, fllLLIAll D. HASSETT 

Enoloted 1a oorroa:pondonc o Y:hich accof"'!p&nied your ttto:moran.dum 

to tho Secretary ot State da ted lC&.roh lS, 1945, and which .-as in ... 

advertently or~itted fro:n the Dop.artmcmt' s reply to the Vthite Uouae 

on !.:arch 27 , 1945. 

EncloiW"OI 1 
From Dr. laador Lubin 
~roh 8 and 12, 1965. 

Two euggosted l ottort to 
Vlo o Admiral Emory S, Lond . 
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J:q r ch 27, 194 5 

IIE.IroRANDUll FCJ! t.la , Till.LJAII D. IIASSllTT 

I cannot reo~&nd t hat eitbor of the letters attaohod to 
your IUOliOrandWII of lit.roh 13, 1945 WthOri&lug the UIO of ViSA 
oh1pp1ug tor tho tr&4oport ot rot'u&ooo trOll R..-nia to Pa1oot1no 
be a1p>od b)' tho l'ruldeot . Intorat\OD reoolnd b)' c ablo troa 
Buobareat oontlr .. a tentatl•e r•port .. d• to you earller by 
to1opbono b)' l:r. Warren tbat Jewhh rotusou in Ru&ania no• han 
the atatu.e ot imDisra.nts ro:- Paleatlne ud ttwa ar e aubjeot to 
tho 1oouanco ot Palooti~o cort!tica toa by tho Brltieb Paosport 
Control Ottlco in Rumania. Thie Ottlco io not yet tuncticnlug 
in Rumania and tho cable sug0ooto that Palootino immigr&Jlto will 
not be a ble to loavo Rumania ~ntil all neceaaary prooeduroe aro 
astabll1hed. Thoro haa been no movomeAt or Pale• tlne immigrant• 
from Rumania ainoe late December . 

It appoar a turthor that VISA ohippin' •ill not bo noodod tor 
th1a purpooo in tho ~diato tuturo beo auao tho SS S!IX!INA. re­
fitted to carr:y tittoon hundred pauougora, has been hold an.d~. 
able at Coll.lt&naa tor aoae week• by the Jewlah A.&mcy tor Paleatlae 
and tho American Jowloh Jolnt D1otr1but1on Ccaadttoo to corr:y ouch 
~aengera to Paleat1ue as m&y be in poeaeaeion ot T&lid oertltioates 
and exit pormito . 

\ 

' 
' 



MAR 2 7 19~ 

I oannot rooo.moDd t hat oithor of tho lott ora ottoohod to 

your -ro.nc!l.la ot Muob 13, 19.6 &llthor iaiAt; tho woo ot ViSA 

ehippiAt; tor tho tranaport ot ro~oea trom R\ma%11a to Paloetlno 

bo ei~nod by the Proeidant. Information rooe i Yed by oablo trom 

buobaroet oontirma • toutotiYe report .. de to you earlier by 

telephone by .., • ?.arron that Jowbh retugoea in Rumania no• baYo 

the at&tlla of imllligranta tor Paloetine and thlle are nbjoot to 

the ieellanco of Paloetine oort1tioateo by t he Britbh Pa .. port 

Control Of'i'i oe 1D R~a. fhie otrtce h not yet tunctionin& 

1D Rwlut.nia and the oable •U~t;eata that Paleetino il&iiJirante .!11 

not be able to leaYo R~ia until all neoeuary proooduroe ore 

eotablhhod. Thoro hae been no 1110Yement ot Palootine iramig.ranto 

trom Rumania a i noe lato December. 

It a ppoare t'llrthor that WSA eh1pp1D& wi ll not be needed tor 

thh pllrpoao in tho iaaodiato f'uturo booa~~eo the SS SlriRJU., r­

fittod to carry fittoen hllDdre4 pau~ore, hat been held aY&11-

able at Conet&JU& tor aomo woeka by t ho Jewiob A&anoy f or Pal .. Uno 

a nd the Amorioan Jewioh Joint Diatribllt1o~ Co=mitt .. to oarry euoh 

paeao~ere to Poleetina •• may be 1n p01aoeeion of val id certifioatea 

and .xit peraite. 

.JON.I-R 0. G...;.. : 



1ft • UASS:tTT r 

C7'XRG£ L.. ::'.&.KR?ll 
ottiee ot 'tartillll! Eoono.tc Ut'&lrt ~ 
St.tot.e Dopa.-t 

(Ur. RasHt.\. t.&ll:ad t.o h1a re corretpondenct 
tra. ar. Lubin 110 f'etueeee in Ru.an.l.a . 

A'tt 



IASAklRANDUII Fort Tl& SICUTAJa or sum a '/- ~ o 

The ~ OOrrH~oe 'II 4-~;;..9 
ti'Qa Dr. Iador LubiA re ret\lpee iA ftuenta, 
w1t.b IIIIP•t.ed draft.• ol :t.t.ten tor t.be 
Pnl14ct. • • ei£n&t.ure, il reapeottully ret erred 
t.o t.be Secl"'taJ7 ot sta-.. t or ncc.aondat.1on • 'II 51117 
Bri.pdi~ Glineral lfilli:ll& C'DwJer, ~utiv. 
Direot.or, i.ar Re~eo Soard, 1n!oras 1M t!la.t 
t.bb request. does not. co1110 within t.l» acope 
ot t.he Board. 

UWA.W D. HA5SETT 
SecretAry to the PN.S.dent WDH/Ildp 

lfemo ot 3-12-45 to Kr. Ha .. att r.,m Dr. LubiA ra trensporting the 
thousand refugee a 1n Rum&ni& to Palestine; dra!t ot proposed letter 1- ...; 77 .;J... 
to Vice Admiral Emoa S . Iapd. \~ar Shipping Admin., tor Preaident. •s 
signature; 111111110 ot 3-8-45 to Kr. Hassett trom Dr. Lubin re abon sub-
ject , and dratt ot proposed letter !rom the Pres. to Emory Lao d. 



Marob l.J , 1.945 

IIUCIWIDUII POR Tl& S.C:DtAII OF SUDs 

fM ac0011p11111ng OOJ'Neponcieoe 
tn.a ~r Labia N N~e ill Ru•n1a, 
wit.hara:n;• of !.etten tor the 
Pr .. iclct.'• ·~t.ure, h reepec\fUll7 reterrecl 
t.o t.he S.Cret.&r7 ot Stet. tor ~t.10D. 
Brigadier Oerwral Willha O'Dir)-er, I DCUUft 
Director, War Ret\l&M Board, Wonut - that 
t hb requeet. doee not. co- within the acope 
ot t he Board. 

1JTU Ull D. HASSaTf 
Secretaey to the PNeiclet WDH/mdp 

l.'emo of J - 12- 45 to l~r . Hassett from Dr. L1..bin re t.ransportine the 
t.hous:md rdfu1;eos in :lwnania to Palestine; draft of ~ropo:.;ed letter 
to 'lice .,dmiral 31uor; 5 . Land, .,(lr Shipping ndJuin . , for Frcsident ' s 
sie;natu re ; 1o1erno of 3- 8- 45 to ! :r. Hassett from Dr . Lubin re abovd sub­
ject, 11.11d J.raft of "rorosed letl'.or from the I l"es . to ..:uurj Land. 



, . 

Aprll ft. lHI 

1'bl Aot1Dc Sool'ftUy or ltate bU .. dMd 
• tla t ho ea110t ree nil that olther of the letten 
wblob you pnJU'ed tor tbt PI'Niteat•a dpat ... 
autherldnc Ute •• or WIA ob1pp1Dc tor tho trau~ 
ot J .. 1eh nfvcooa tr011 R~ia to PaloatU., be alped. 

I'M Mtille loeret&ry ro,..U that J .. 11h 
nt1111... 1n a-m.a now ha'fe tho atatue of t..dcrute 
tor Paloatlno aDd thua aro aubjoot to tho laauaaoo of 
Paloat1no oortifleat .. by t ho Britlah Puaport Control 
ottlao in a-m.a. !bla <rtioo 1• llft yot hllotioll1Dc 
1n 1-1• -- beaoo Pal .. tho "-iP'&Dt• will not bo 
ulo to loan a-1• 1.1Dt1l all noeoaaary prooedwoa 
are oatullahod. 

w. D. K. 

wdhsaw 
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