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The Beat Goes On 
It's hard to I)c~licvc; T11c i l t n ( ~ r i -  
~ ( 1 1 7  Flv FI .sk~r  (TAFF) has I)ccn in 
h ~ ~ s i n c s s  now for :I bit more than 
a decade. IJolumc 1 ,  number  1 o f  
TAFF was issued in thc winter o f  
1974. We, can't rcrncml)cr thc cs-  
act month ,  I )LI I  wc. think i t  was 

Fttl)r-uary o r  March.  In  its twenty-four 
1~1grs  of copy were ;rrtic.lcs Ily Thcodot-c 
Gort lon,  Mart in  Kcanc, J o h n  Orrcllc,  
and Jose1111 S .  Beck. 71'hcrc was n o  c.olor 
photography; Austin Hogan  was cclitor 
;~n t l  Anne Sccor tlicl the layouts. Austin 
tlitl much of the artwork (il l~lstrations 
ancl 11;igc dccot-ations) iintl, <luring the 
early clays, wrote ;I major portion of thc 
c o p y  Since then wc have grown in size., 

atltlctl c-olor, changed our  typc~krcc, ant1 
rctlcsignetl o u r  l a y o ~ r t .  Nrvcr thclcss ,  
t h r o u g h  a l l  of th i s  onca t h i n g  h a s  rc- 
m~rinctl rclativcly constant: a flow of con- 
sistently high-quality, significant m:lnll- 
sc . r ip~s f t -om o u r  contriI,r~t i n g  ;ruthors. 
'I'his has I~een the real key to o u r  s~~cc.c~ss. 
Wi t l~ t~ss ,  for ex;~mplc, this issue of TZ4FF. 
of which we are partirul;~rly prol~t l .  We 
in t ro t luce  a s  f i r s t - t ime  c o n t r i b u t o r s  
Dorothy McNeilly,  a C;h;irles 1,anman 
esl)c.rt, and W. D. LVcthcrcll-the latter 
I~e ing  one of the few writcrs we know who  
<.:in suc.ccssfully rapture  fish ;IS well as 
fishing. Kichard Hoffrnann rct~lrns; his 
c o n t r i h ~ l t i o n  concern ing  Fernantlo Ba- 
srlrto is most impor tan t  to  the  untlcr- 

s ( ; ~ l r t l i t ~ g  0 1  0111. Eu~.ol)c%all f ly - f i sh ing  
h( ,~. i t ;~gc, .  ; \ t l t l .  l ' i n ;~ l ly ,  t11c.1-t, is Mary 
F;c*lly. I I ( a r  tloggc~l. ~);rinstaking ~ ) c . l  r~sal 
o f  c,a~-ly 5l)orting ~)c'~.ioclic.als, tackle c-ata- 
I o g ~ .  ;~n t l  ca\,c,n st1.c~c.1 tlirc,c-tor-ics has matlc 
11(,1- onc of 111is c o r t ~ ~ t ~ . y ' s  I(,;~tling esl)ttrts 
011 . \ I I I ~ ~ I . ~ ~ . ; I I I  Ii\lrit~g 1;1(.1\1(' ; I I I C I  t ;~ ( . ! i I c .  III;III- 

tlecatlc and \<Y.I- . . 
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Spalchng and the Kosmic Connections 
by M a y  Kefouer Kelly 

Moct of Z L )  r i ! l~o  nrr n o w  hrqzrl- 
ning- t o  q m y  n hrt nrourld t h e  rnrc 
and 770t7rr n qrnt ly  rrrrciinq hn7r- 
lznr fondly r ~ m ~ m b r r A .  G. 5'pnld- 
znq (1.. Broc. nr n rporlznq yoodc 
fzrm t12nt m c ~ ? z u f n t t ~ ~ r ~ d  hntr~hnllc 
and bn$rhnll  qlo-c~rc T l i r  lnttrr, 

nzttoqrnphed Oy come prominrrzt major- 
l r n q u r  p lnyrr ,  rclnr p robnb ly  t h r  nzort 
przzed a n d  r I t r ~ i t ! r ~ d  of  Oirt l tdny o r  
Chrzrtmnc gzftc-rrtond orzly l o  Lzonr l  
t rnznr-by  a l l  o f  117 r ~ ~ o u l d - h r  m a l o r  
lea purr^. Frru rrnlzzr, hou imrr ,  that  zn ztr 
rnrly dnyc Spnlding- zuc~r n mn jor  m n n u -  
fncturrr a n d  prrrz!ryor ( roho l r tn l r  a n d  
rrtnzl) of fislting tncklr I n  t h r  follorcrzng 
artzclr, Mnry Krlly re tountc  for 11s t h r  
drtnzlc of .\pnldinq'c i n z ~ o l z ~ r m r n t  i n  t h r  
tnrkle trndr and  cz~pplzrs  uc r~iztlz zmpor- 
tnnt  znformntzon rr la tzngto  thrrr1nt i~~r1y  
roell-known Kotrnzc fly rod t lmt Spnldzng 
zn trodz~ced zn 1889. M u c h  paznr takz~zq  
resenrch hnr g o n r  znto th ir  pzrrr, hut  t h r  
rtory 17  far f rom romplr te .  It zr Mnry'c 
hope  that  her artzr lr  ui7ll ~ r r i ~ r  t o  s t zmu-  
late fur t l~er  rermrr h znto A C;. Tpnlding  
iL. Bror and  t h r  Kocmic  ronnr t t zon .  

I venture here to shed some fre5h light 
on  the cloudy history of the famous near- 
century-old Kosmic rods and  reels and to 
give a n  abbreviated historical account of 
A. G. Spalding & Bros., the well-known 
tackle firm that introduced the Kosmic 
line of fishing tackle circa 1889. Alas, 
some of the puzzle's key pieces are miss- 
ing, but those remaining, i f  not always 
revealing, are useful, a t  least. 

T h e  Kosmic roots are easily unearthed, 
having been planted in  Chicago in 1876, 
America's centennial year. It was then 

that two brothers native to southern Illi- 
no i s ,  Albert Gootlwil l  S p a l d i n g  a n d  
James Walter Spalding, opened a retail 
sporting goods store, with $800 in capi- 
tal, at 108 Madison Street ~ ~ n d e r  the name 
of A. G .  SpaldingandBrother. Albert, 26, 
was then a pitcher and captain of the 
professional baseball team, the Boston 
Red Stockings. According to a lengthy 
obituary, which appeared in the October 
1915 issue of the Spor t i ng  G o o d s  Dealer, 
he retired from active participation o n  
the baseball field at  the close of the 1877 
season in order to devote full time to the 
sporting-goods business. H e  never, how- 
ever, completely lost contact with base- 
ball. (A speculation: it might have bcen 
through baseball that Spalding met Lo- 
man Hawes, who is said to have been a 
baseball enthusiast and a semi-pro player 
as well.) 

LJ ltimately to become world famous, 
A. G. Spalding and Brother appears im- 
mediately to have prospered, and by 1897 
a third partner, William T .  Brown, a 
b ro ther - in - law,  joined t h e  f i rm.  T h e  
name was changed at this time to A. G. 
Spalding & Bros.; wholesale distribution 
was begun, and  with a few starts and 
stops, the manufacture of fishing tackle 
was initiated. 

In April 1885, A. G. Spalding & Bros. 
opened a large, new store at  241 Broad- 
way, New York City. After this opening, 
except for two years, 1889 and 1893 (when 
it may have been short of cash), Spalding 
was a steady advertiser i n  the national 
ang l ing  papers. T h i s  source provides 
much of what we know about the com- 
pany .  A l t h o u g h  unders tandable ,  o n e  
thing not advertised was specifically the 
type of tackle manufacturer it was: dzrect 
or  vza t h r  trade. If direct, then it owned 
the fixtures and machinery, met the week- 
ly payroll, etc.; i.e., it directly controlled 
on  a daily basis the manufacturing pro- 
cess. If a maker via the trade, it contracted 
with someone else's factory and ordered a 
certain quantity of a n  item to be built to 
its specifications. T h e  finished product 

was thcn rnarkrtl with the A. C;. Spaitling 
& Bros. name and/or logo. 

Although the Spaltling firm ditl not 
advertise nationally as one that manufac- 
tured tackle, until 1885, a n  entry in in the 
1881 CIhicago Directory raiscas questions 
about the period prior to 1885. In the 1881 
tlirectory, William H. Reed, rotlmaker, is 
listed as working at Spalding's 108 Madi- 
son Street address. T h e  Chicago directo- 
ries for this period of time, according to 
the Chicago Historical Society, listed a 
person's name, occupation, and business 
address, but not by whom the individual 
was employed, or if self-employed. Thcre- 
fore, it is uncertain if Reed was building 
rods for Spalding (directly) to sell in  the 
Chicago store. Perhaps he was employed 
there to provide a customer service-rod 
repa i r ,  for e x a m p l e ,  o r ,  conceivably, 
Spalding simply leased space to Reed 
wherein he conducted his own business. 
Neverthelrss, Reed's name will be forever 
linked to Spalding's through his patented 
ferrules, which were used on  rods mar- 
keted (andmaybedirectly built) by Spald- 
ing, even if the true relationshipof one to 
the other is still not clear. 

Reed, about whom almost nothmg is 
known except that he  seems to have been 
a bit of a genius and ahead of his time, 
remained a rodmaker a t  108 Madison 
Street into 1883. H e  then relocated two 
blocks from Spalding's, at 112 Randolph 
Street, Room 6, where he continued rod 
building. O n  December 5, 1884, acting as 
his own attorney, he filed for and later 
received patent no. 322,750, dated July 21, 
1885, and entitled "Joint Ferrule for Fish- 
ing  Rods" (see illustration). This  called 
for serrating the ferrule, while gently ta- 
pering the metal to a thinner wall a t  the 
serrated end-twin concepts that today's 
engineers claim is the opt imum design 
for split-cane ferrules. Reed did not file 
a n  assignment, that is, a transfer of title, 
with his patent. Reed stayed at Randolph 
Street through 1886. T h e  directories show 
his occupation changed in 1885 from "rod 
maker" (previous listing) to  "fishing 



FIG I 
) R 

J--- -- - 

n ,/ FIG 2 - - - - --" --:.. z2- 
- ---- 

i- . - - . - & s - - - - - - - - ~  
-- - -- 

FlG.3 

Illustratzon from "Bzlly" Edwards' patent 
Wzllzam Reed'$ patented ferrule. for reznforced ferrulec 

Reed worked ar a rodmaker at Spaldzng's 
108 Madzron Street, Chzcago, address as early as 1881. 

rods," and in 1886 the occupational entry 
was simply "fishing tackle." 

Shortly after Reed filed his patent ap- 
plication, Spalding (in the springof 1885) 
ran a small advertisement in Forest and 
Stream in which, for the first time, it 
specified tackle manufacturer. This ad- 
vertisement was followed by a larger one 
in the American Angler. Here the firm 
claimed to be making a "specialty o f . .  . 
fine, light, reliable tackle." It would be 
"trade-marked." T h e  logo featured: a 
baseball with SPAI.DING printed across the 
center. In later advertisements the logo 
appeared on spoon baits that were being 
illustrated. The  split-bamboo rods adver- 
tised were acclaimed as having been built 
with "Reed's Patent Serrated Ferrules." 
(Spalding anticipated that the patent 
would be granted as it specified patent 
rather than patent applied for in the ad- 
vertisements prior to July 1885.) 

Up to this point, it would seem logical 
to assume that Reed was in the shop on 
Randolph Street making the rods Spald- 
ing was advertising, either directly for 
them or as a trade maker. But a third 
party now enters the picture. The  long- 
established and much-respected tackle 
house of Thomas J. Conroy greeted 1885 
with illustrated advertisements in the ear- 
ly January issues of Forest and Stream, in 
which was featured a woodcut of Reed's 
ferrules. They were identified in the text 
as "Reed's, patent applied for" and as 
being used on "Conroy's Celebrated.. . 
Split Bamboo Rods." The  Conroy firm, 
which was the first in America to build 
fishing tackle exclusively (early 1830s), 
was continuing to build fine rods and 
reels, and not just for the makers them- 
selves. At this time it was undoubtedly 

the largest tackle trade manufacturer in 
the country. Thus,  questions arise as to 
who was actually building Spalding's 
rods with Reed's ferrules-Reed, Spald- 
ing, Conroy, or perhaps a combination of 
the three? Also, by what arrangement did 
Reed sell or license his patent, and to 
whom-Spalding, Conroy, or both? Eight- 
een eighty-five was the first year inwhich 
two competing tackle houses, each adver- 
tising as rod manufacturer, promoted 
rods with the same unique patented fer- 
rules. If it confused the angler, or if it 
embarrassed or otherwise distressed ei- 
ther company, there is no  known record 
of it today. 

The  people at Spalding did not refer to 
themselves in national advertisements as 
makers during 1886 or 1887. William H. 
Reed, after his vague occupational de- 
scription in the 1886 Chicago Directory, 
was shown at a new job and business 
address in the 1887 directory: a salesman 
at 53 State Street, which was the location 
of the Jenney and Graham Gun Com- 
pany. Reed disappeared from the Chica- 
go area after 1887. Did he move to New 
York, possibly to work with Conroy as a 
rodmaker-eventually. perhaps, to have 
a Kosmic connection? Or, perhaps he died 
after the 1887 entry? 

During 1886, Spalding and Conroy 
again both advertised rods with Reed's 
ferrules and both illustrated the adver- 
tisements with a n  oversized ferrule. 
Neither firm mentioned Reed's name, 
however, referring to the ferrules simply 
as "patent serrated" or "serrated," Con- 
roy giving the patent date. Conroy ceased 
promoting them in 1887, but Spalding 
continued. In 1887, Spalding also adver- 
tised a sizeable list of retail dealers scat- 

tered around the country who handled 
the Spalding line of fishing tackle and 
other sporting goods, indicating that by 
the young age of eleven, A. G. Spalding& 
Bros. was well on its way to becoming a 
giant of the industry. 

While still arclaiming rods with the 
patented serrated ferrule, in 1888, the 
Spalding firm introduced a new, moder- 
ately priced bamboo rod. T o  quote from 
the advertisements, "The MAYEI.I. split 
bamboo . .  . . It is mounted with the 
improved shouldered or swelled end Ger- 
man silver ferrule milled, German silver 
solid reel seat. The  maker's name is on 
each rod." As advertised, the Mayell came 
in five lengths for fly-fishing: glh, 10, lo1%, 
11, and 11% feet, three piece with extra tip; 
and for bass rods in four lengths: 8%, 8%. 
10, and 11 feet, also three piece, but tradi- 
tionally with two extra tips. Cost: $15 for 
any type and length. Since Spalding was 
again claiming to be a manufacturing 
firm, we presume, not having seen one, 
that the name was on the Mayell. Wealso 
do not know if the model name, Mayell, 
is on the rod. 

At this writing the author has been 
unable to locate any copies of the Ameri- 
can A n g l e r  or  sufficient numbers of 
Forest and Stream (complete with adver- 
tising pages) to determine if Spalding 
tackle was advertised in 1889 or not.' If so, 
it was not on the company's usual scale, 
and it is difficult to explain-unless the 
partners were totally occupied with 
expanding their tackle division, their 
monies channeled accordingly, readying 
for the introduction of the Kosmic line of 
fishing tackle. 

O n  February 1, 1890, Spalding filed 
for, and rereived on March 18, 1890, no. 



17,685, a registration for the K O S M I C  
trademark. According to the claim made 
on the registration, Kosmic was the name 
employed since December I ,  1889. It 
would be applied to rods and reels, as 
well as other angling items such as artifi- 
cial baits and tackle boxes. 

Although this registration offirially 

T m  LARGEST SPORTING GOODS HOUSE IN TEE WORLD ! 

A. G. SPALDING & BROS., 
108 MADISON STREET, CHICACO, ILL. 

stamps a "by at least" startingclate for the 
Kosmic line, there would have to have 
been a preparation period or lead time 
before Spalding filed for the tratlemark. 
The  lencth of this lead time would de- 

TROUT FLIE1S. 

pend on precisely how Spalding expand- 
ed to accommodate Kosmic. And we are 
assuming, since all the evidence suggests 
such, that in all probability Spalding di- 
rectly built Kosmic rods-and possibly 
reels too. 

8 8 8 8  FLIDS.  

One possible expansion route into the 
Kosmic line was that the people at Spald- 
ing already owned a rod and/or reel fac- 
tory (unreported and in an unknown lo- 
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does contain a Spaltling atlvcrtisernrnt. In 
;tddition t o  atlvc~r~isirig th(. Hray fly l~ook.  
Slmltling announcrs retiremrnt horn thr  
wholrsale tacklr businrss: "Wr wish to (.all 
:tttrntion also to our. largr stock of All- 
I i~ncrwoot l  Fly ant1 Bait Rotls, -1'rout and 
Blss Flirs, Snrllrd Hooks, <:lick ant1 
Multiplying Reels, rtc., which w r  arc. 
ret;iiling ZIL from 25 to 40 1 ~ 1 -  crnt. I)vlow 
rrgular ~ ~ r i c e s ,  to close out our  wholesilc 
stock, as wca are retiring pernianrntlv from 
thc Wholrsalc Fishing .Ii~c.klr Husitiess." 
- ED. 

cation). They, then, simply added Kosmic 
to the line being manufactured there. In 
this case, preparation time for Kosmic 
was short. 

A second possibility was that thy firm 
began to manufacture Kosmic-marked 
tackle from absol~lte zero. Thus, it would 
have needczd to acquire a shop or factory, 
equip it, order and await delivery of raw 
materials (such as cane), build and test, 
and then assemble a sufficient stock of 
various sizes and types of rods and/or 
reels to supply the cver-multiplying na- 
tional network of retail dealers. IJncler 
these circumstances, there would have 
been a very long lead time, conceivably 
over a year. 

A third possibility was that Spalding 
bought an existing tackle-making facil- 
ity, one large enough to satisfy its needs, 
and modified it to accommodate the Kos- 
mic tackle. T h e  name Kosmic later be- 
came a synonym for Spalding's entire 
fishing-tackle division. Such a modifi- 
cation could have been arcomplished in 
two to four months. 

I note that Spalding had the opportu- 
nity to acquire such a factory. In August 
1889, Forrst and Strrnm announced, with 
regret, that the Thomas J. Conroy lirm 
had gone into receivership and so had its 
manufacturing subsidiary, Frederick J. 
Malleson. The  Malleson factory, lorated 
at 136-142 First Street, Brooklyn, was first 
occupied on May 1,  1881, by Conroy, Bis- 
sett and Malleson, as the firm was then 
named. It was a large five-story building 
w ~ t h  basement and was sold as part of 
Conroy's reorganilation. Dld Spaltllng 
acquire it and later sell it to IJ.S. Net 8c 
Twine as part of Kosmic? By 1904 the 
bu~ldlng  was owned and operated by thc 

Bartltxtt brothers of Montague City Rod 
Company as one of their four manufac- 
turing units. 

Regardless of how Spaldingexpanded, 
there was a thrce-month period of intense 
activity from December 1889 through 
February 1890. Publicity was generated; a 
national advertising campaign was laid 
out, and trademark ant1 patents were filed 
for. 

T h e  first national advertisement for 
Kosmic appeared in the January 30,1890, 
issue of Forrst and Strrawz. A relatively 
small advertisement, it was headed with 
the now-famous Kosmic logo prominent- 
ly displayed across the top. There were no 
illustrations-only a lively text vividly 
describing a new idea in ferrules. It read: 
"The most per fm split bamboo rod ever 
made. T h e  ferrulrs are absolutely water- 
proof. This most desirable result is ob- 
tained by a new and ingenious device 
never before used in the construction of a 
rod. T h e  ferrules also are PRACTICALLY 
DOUBLE, and fitted OVER the bamboo is a 
WATERPROOF rushion of ZYLONITE, while 
over that are set the ferrules thus adding 
MATERIAL STRENGTH AT THE JOINTS. The  
mountings are of G E R M A N  SILVER and 
HAND-MADE I N  E V E R Y  PARTICULAR.  In  
short this is the rod anglers have long 
wished for. Examine it at  any of our 
stores and satisfy yo~rrself . . . . . EVERY ROD 
WARRANTED. A. G .  Spal[ling& Bros." The  
price: on a wood form, $20; in a zylonite 
case. $25. . . 

I~nmrdiately,  and for the next two 
years, the Spalcling partners directed 
their considerablc~ talents, time, a n d  
money towartl getting the Kosmic name 
well rc,cognized. T o  this end, they waged 
a veritable meclia blitz. They purchasetl 
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iI Spalditz,g at171c~rti.srtt1~t1t fro111 
Amtsricari E'irltl, hlay  29 ,  18x6, tllctt 
drpic&.s ttlr factory nt IJn.stit~,q.s, 
Alichignn. T11i.s i.s 71rry i t ~ l ~ r f , . s l i r ~ g  
brcazc.sr, ar.rorditzg l o  h lnry  t i r l l y ,  
Spaldirzg (lid rlol a d r ~ c ~ r l i . ~ ~  c1.s a I n~c lnu far t t~ r r r  it1 Forest ant1 Strcsarn or  
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enormou5 amounts  of advert is~ng space 
in  the national angling periodicals, from 
small sizes in the off-season to full pages 
during spring and  summer. They made 
certain that important ,  visible anglers 
had Kosmic rods. This  resulted in free 
plugs from the contributors/corresl,on- 
dents in  the national magazines and also 
in endorsements that were run as part of 
the Kosmic advertisements. 

In 1893, as further promotion at Spald- 
ing's display at  the Chicago World's Fair 
(also called the Columbian Exposition), 
among the thirty rods in  its display case it 
featured extreme and  extravagant models 
certain to capture attention. For exam- 
ple, a gold-mounted trunk or pocket rod 
in eight sections, including handle and 
two extra tips, carried a price tag o f  $500, 
according to a report in  Forest ands t r eam,  
May 11, 1893. I t  d i d  n o t  sel l ,  bu t  it  
brought for Spalding far more than $500 
in free advertising, as columnists repeat- 
edly found it made good copy. Similar 
attention was given to its companion  
gold reel and to the ultralight Kosmic 
rods of 7% and 8% feet, weighing 1% and 2% 
ounces respectively! 

But for some reason Spalding sold the 
Kosmic line in  1894. T h e  first notice the 
ang l ing  public  received that Spa ld ing  
had sold Kosmic appeared in Forrsl and 
Stream, April 7, 1894. It  was a short state- 
ment ,  a p p e a r i n g  a l m o s t  a s  a n  af ter-  
thought to the festive announcement that 
the people at  U.S. Net & Twine werecele- 
brating the grand opening of their store 
at  316 Broadway. I t  read: [LJ.S. Net & 
Twine] "now own the complete [Kosmic] 
plant and factory." 

We take plant  to mean such facilities as 
patents, machinery, and  personnel; and 

in fact, the article concluded by listing 
two of Spalding's key people who now 
would be with U.S. Net & Twine.  T o  
quote: "Mr. E. S. Osgood, formerly man- 
ager of the fishing tackle department of 
A. G. Spalding & Bros., is in  charge of the 
retail department of this new store, and 
Mr. H.  J. Frost, who  for many years has 
represented the company o n  the road, has 
now been brought  into the office a n d  
placed in charge of the wholesale sample 
rooms as house salesman." 

T h e  people who controlled IJ.S. Net & 
Twine, acompany founded in 1887, were, 
according to Trow's Partnership Direc- 
tory on  file at the New York City Histori- 
cal Society: Charles M. Pratt, president; 
Alfred C. Bedford, secretary; and William 
H. Wallace, treasurer through 1896, then 
George A. Vaughn until  the end. 

U.S. Net & Twine, proclaimed "sole 
proprietors" of Kosmic in  many of the 
advertisements, abrupt ly went o u t  of 
business early in 1899. H .  H .  Kiffe Com- 
pany of New York City bought out the 
1J.S. Net & Twine stock of split-bamboo 
rods and then in 1900 sold it off for "504 
on the dollar." S o  far as national press 
coverage or  advertising is concerned, this 
Kiffe advertisement was the last mention 
of 1J.S. Net & Twine. However, Kosmic 
was not quite finished. 

T h e  letterhead of H.A.Whittemore and 
Company, Boston, as it appeared in For- 
?.$& and  S tream as part of a n  Ashway Line 
and Twine endorsement advertisement in 
1915, listed the firm as "sole agent" for 
Kosmic rods, reels, and  lines, and also 
"Isaak Walton" rods and lines. T h e  Wal- 
ton was a little-known rod label, which 
like the Mayell was moderately priced. 
Spalding first marketed it in  the summer 

of 1891. It went to 1J.S. Net & Twine as 
part of the Kosmic sale, and thecompany 
then lengthened the label from %Iton to 
T h e  Isaak Walton. 

H. A.  Whit temore  a n d  C o m p a n y ,  
which started both as  wholesaler a n d  
retailer in 1901, was still carryingKosmic 
and Isaak Walton rods in  its 1927 catalog. 
It is unknown when Whittemore first be- 
came sole agent, a term synonymous with 
exclusive distributor. 

As to who manufactured these Whitte- 
more rods, it is as much a speculation as 
who who built Spalding's initial Kosmic. 
For some insight into the logic behind a 
few theories, wc need to retrace our  steps. 
T w o  well-known rodmakers are immedi- 
ately identified with Spalding's original 
Kosmic label; the dates of their patents 
occasionally appeared as part of the Kos- 
mic logo. One, Loman Hawes, who o n  
the patent application filed February 26, 
1890, listed his address as Central Valley, 
New York, received patent no. 428,755 on  
May 27, 1890. H e  did not file a n  assign- 
ment  with the patent,  which basically 
provided for a means of placing a water- 
proof cap over the male end of the rod 
section. Hawes died in  1897. 

T h e  second rodsmith was Eustice Wil- 
liam "Billy" Edwards, also a resident of 
Central Valley, New York. H e  filed on  
January 27, 1890, and received patent no. 
427,162 o n  May 6, 1890; n o  assignment 
was filed. Edward's patent called for flar- 
ing  and  thickening the ends of the fer- 
rules where they fit over the rod and for 
building u p  the rod at  the point of con- 
tact with the ferrule, with an t7lastic rna- 
terial (see illustration). 

I have not been able to trace Edwards 
between 1891 and 1898, through directo- 
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ries or other sources. However, by 1899 he 
had returned to  Brewer, Maine [just 
across the Penobscot River from Bangor]. 
According to an  article that appeared in 
the Maine Sportsman, February 1900, 
which was reprinted in vol. 1, no. 2 of 
The American Flv Fishcr. he and Fred E. 
Thomas, partners, "have opened u p  and 
fitted out a factory.. . where they plan to 
continue the business formerly carried on 
by them in Central Valley of making and 
repairing high grade split bamhoo rods." 

According to the Bangor-Brewer direc- 
tories, this partnership no  longer existed 
by 1901, Billy having withdrawn to earn 
his living as a photographer. This occu- 
pation lasted about two years; he then 
returned to rodmaking. In 1919 he sold 
this business for the grand sum of $10,000 
to the Winchester Repeating Arms Com- 
pany, moving to Winchester's home base 
in New Haven, Connecticut, in order to 
supervise rod building. He left Winches- 
ter, according to employment records, on  
September 30, 1925. Since Edwards was 
not continually engaged in rodmakingor 
available to build them for others after 
joining Winchester, I rule him out as the 
Kosmic maker during the Whittemore 
era. 

Often mentioned as one of the initial 
Kosmic builders is Fred E. Thomas. T o  
date, there is no concrete evidence to sub- 
stantiate the claim. According to the 1935 
Thomas Rod Company catalog, howtaver, 
Thomas had been foreman and was part 
of the management of the Leonard /Mills 
factory. Perhaps the Spalding manage- 
ment themselves vindicate the Thomas 
claim. They often boasted of the skill of 
the Kosmic rodsmiths and their former 

association with quality rodmakers. They 
advertised that they were "the most Ex- 
pert.. . in this country, who have for years 
been identified with the management and 
manufacture of the best and most popu- 
lar rods heretofore used." Since Hawes, 
who was H. L. Leonard's nephew, and 
Billy Edwards had both previously worked 
at the Leonard/Mills shop, I am confi- 
dent it was Leonard /Mills that Spalding 
referred to in the aforementioned adver- 
tisement, and it is very likely that Thom- 
as was the "management" mentioned. 

As in Edward's case, I have not been 
able to trace Thomas during the period 
(several years) with which we are con- 
cerned. In  March 1898, when his son 
Leon was born, he lived in Central Val- 
ley. In 1899 he started rodmaking in 
Bangor-Brewer. Once in business, he 
remained there. In  fact, du r ing  the 
roughly thirty-nine years until his death 
there in 1938, he had moved his business 
only twice: once from the original Thom- 
as and Edwards site in Brewer across 
the Penobscot River to 117 Exchange 
Street, Bangor, and again in about 1922 
or 1923 to 167 Park Street, Bangor. 

Speculating, I favorThomas, Edwards, 
and Hawes as builders of Kosmic and 
Walton rods, both with Spalding and 
U.S. Net & Twine. After the demise of 
1J.S. Net &Twine, Thomas and Edwards 
continued to build these rods for H. A. 
Whittemore and Company. It seems too 
coincidental that Thomas and Edwards 
outfitted a rod factory just at the time 
1J.S. Net & Twine's assets weredisbursed. 
Very likely they acquired some of this 
inventory, such as patents, trademark, 
raw materials, and perhaps machinery. 

LJltimately, then (after 1901), Thomas 
may have become "sole proprietor" of 
Kosmic. 

Another talented rodsmith often consi- 
dered a Kosmic maker for either Spalding 
or 1J.S. NetkTwine, or both, isEdPayne; 
but again there is no  solid documen- 
tation supporting the claim. Moreover, 
some might argue that if and when he 
was a Kosmic builder, he was not one of 
the original group. In  mid-September 
1889, a time when Kosmic appears at least 
in the planning stage, Payne filed for a 
patent for an improved drag for reels; it 
was granted on July 22, 1890, no. 432,764. 
Filed with the application was an assign- 
ment of the patent to Thomas B. Mills. If 
Payne had or was considering leaving the 
Leonard/Mills factory to go with Spald- 
ing, would he assign a patent to what 
then would be the competition? 

Payne, also in a management position 
with Leonard/Mills according to the 
1950 Payne Rod Company catalog, started 
in business for himself in 1898. Where 
was not mentioned, but by 1906, when he 
was elected an associate member of The 
Anglers' Club of New York, he was lo- 
cated in Highland Mills, New York. 

With the sale of Kosmic, Spalding, 
whose fishing tackle was always of the 
highest quality even in the moderately 
priced lines, ceased marketing and/or 
manufacturing rods and reels under its 
own name. This benefits the lucky collec- 
tor who possesses a vintage Spalding- 
marked piece, since this tackle can be 
dated as pre-1894. In some cases, as with 
the Walton rod, the date can be fixed to a 
three-year period, 1891 to 1894. A Spald- 
ing Kosmic rod dates from 1889 to 1894. 



... .- . *- . 
i .< I  \ E L Y  S F ' O R T L N G  C ; O O L ) S  0 1 .  A i !  i f .  . , 

. .  ~ 

. . ..I:::* M.ch. 1 I A, G, SPALDING & BROS, 
. l l . l  \ I  ~ . l ~ ' l ' ~ ' i ; F : I ~ ~ ,  i . ~ ~ l ' ~ l l ~ ' i ' l ~ . ' i ; ~ ~ ,  .I \ I1 1 ) )  I  I . / : / : . \  1  \ 

FINE :FISSFIN$G ;T..ACCKLE, 
:. . .  ; -an Trnnis, Croquet, Base Ball Supplies, Bicycles, Hammocks, Gymnasium and Genera, l~.:.-:i . 5, - 

Spalding's Hand- - Made Bass-Rod. 

, . . s t  : .  ,,:s.,r,:,, !St., I<*,,>, I',,,,S"~SC ,!,a rv r  I 3 , , ~ , T ,  < ,,. V,.,,k,t\,, \ I , , ,  1 4  ., 5;. 

NC'8  HAND-MADE RODS. 

* , . , , I . , \ . , .  ',,ti .L  I,. . .,., . , ,, . 
\ , L  . I , . . / , l , \ l / . I ' . ,  I,,,.. .. ,, . . I .  , , ",.%,.,,,\., . #,.3.,, ,<.,,,.,,,,. , , ~ . 

Si'.'l,i:;!~'s F: :  .: . , 
~llyl[;c ti,? ,+- . -  I+ ;. 

. , " 3- -. - \ .  : .. 
Editor's 
Note 

T o  locate all of Spalding's early tackle advertisements in a Chicago Field front coz~er, Ju ly  17, 1880 
myriad of periodicals is close to impossible. Complete collec- 
tions of nineteenth-century sporting periodicals arc few ant1 
far between, and often those periodicals that are bound d o  not May IS, 1882; it gives thr  more familiar 108 Madison Street 
include the advertisements-which in many cases appeared location as Spalding's mail ing address. Sinccn Mary has 
on the cover o r  in a separate section at  the end. In  preparing unambiguously cstablishetl that William H. Rectl was mak- 
the illustrations for Mary Kelly's precceding piece we came ing rods at 108 Madison Strcct in 1881, wt' suggrst that both 
upon the following advertisement, which appe;~red on  the this location and th? Hastings, Michigan, factory (ser atlver- 
front cover of the July 17, 1880, issue of the Clricago Field. It tisement) were usctl for ~ n a n u f a c t r ~ r i n g  tacklc and  otlic~r 
clearly establishes Spalding as a manufacturer of fishing sporting goods and that Spaltling's salrsroom was relocated 
tackle prior to 1885, and it also locates (as of that date) the to Madison Strert hetwccn thc summcr of 1880 anti thcaspring 
salesroom and mailing address at 118 Randolph Street, Chi- of 1882. T h e  Has t ings  factory, which  was previously 
cago. T h e  next, most recent, Spalding t;~cklr atlvertisernent unknown to Mary, might also have bccn usc,tl for the manu- 
that we have been able to find is in thcs An~erican Angler of factur? of thr  Kosmic linr of tackle. 

Kosmic and  Isaak Walton rods marked 
with the U.S. Net & Twine  name a re  
dated from 1894 to 1899; those marked 
with Whittemore are dated after 1901. 

Eventually, the serial numbers appear- 
ing o n  Kosmic rods may lead to f i x ~ n g  
their dates even more precisely than with 
just the name stamps. Before this can 
happen, however, a few questions need 
answers. For example, was there a separ- 
ate numbering system for each type of 
rod, o r  d id  the numbers  r u n  consecu- 
tively, regardless of whether the rod was a 
fly rod, a bass rod, a Henshall, a salmon 
rod, etc.? Did the numbers begin with the 
first rods Spalding built? 

Based o n  current knowledge, it  appear5 
that the numbers run  consecutively. For 
example, in  the collection of T h e  Ameri- 
can Museum of Fly Fishing are two Kos- 
mlc rods, photographed and described in 
T h e  Amencan Fly Fisher, vol. 6, no. 4. 
One is a Spalding, 8-foot-4-~nch, early 
bait-casting rod, o r  as known in the late 
1800s, a Henshal l  rod. It  is numbered 

1744. T h e  second Kosmic, identified as a 
pack rod, is U.S. Net & Twine  2608, 
which is the highest L1.S. Net & Twine 
number I have recorded. A Whittemore 
SMfoot, three-piece Kosmic fly rod in the 
author 's  collection carries the number 
2719. T h e  lowest Kosmic L1.S. Net & 
Twine number of which I have know- 
ledge is 2490, which is a 10-foot, three- 
piece bass rod .  A p p l y i n g  t h e  serial 
numbers and assuming they run consecu- 
tively, the Museum's pack rod dates to 
roughly 1897 or  1898, since at  least by the 
number 2719, Kosmic rods bear the Whit- 
temore markings. There is not enough 
known yet to locate the serial number 
break between Spalding and 1J.S. Net & 
Twine. 

Also in  the Museum's collection are 
two Isaak Walton salmon rods made by 
1J.S. Net & Twine, one of which is pic- 
tured with the two rods mentioned above. 
They carry serial numbers 403 and 404. 
T o  date, these are the only two Walton or  
Isaak Walton rods I have heard of that 

bear serial numbers. Since they are also 
the only two Walton or  Isaak Walton 
salmon rods that I have cataloged, it is 
impossible to draw any conclusions at 
this time. 

Truly,  there is much serious research 
yet to be done-not just with Kosmic and 
Walton serial numbers, but also with all 
the people having a Kosmic connection. 
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Mary Kelly is n o  stranger to  the pagr.c 
of T h e  American Fly Fisher. A n  expert 
o n  nineteenth-century American 
fishing tackle, Mary's prezlious 
contribution.r prozfided diligent studies 
o n  Hiram Leonard (~101. 6 ,  no. I ,  p. 12) 
and T h o m a s  C h u b b  ( ~ 1 0 1 .  7, no. 4 ,  
p. 12). She  makr.r her home  in  T y o n ,  
North Carolina, and is one of the  few 
people zoe knoro that has read the 
complete run of the  original Spirit of 
the Times (1831 to  1856). 



El Tratadico de la Pesca 
The Little Treatise on Fishing 
by Fernando Basurto 
from his Dialogue (Zaragoz~ 1539) fols. m recto - cix recto 

translated by Thomas V.  Cohen and Richard C. Hoffmann 

W e  take great pleasure i n  being 
able t o  print for o u r  readers a 
translated portion of a sixteenth- 
century Spanish work o n  fishing. 
It con ta ins  ins truct ion for fly- 
fishing as well as fly-tying and 
heretofore, apparent ly ,  was u n -  

knoron t o  a n g l i n g  scholars and bibli-  
ophi les .  Wr i t t en  by  Fernando Basurto 
(circa 1460 t o  1540), "El Tratadico de  la 
Pesca" is the  practical part of the  m u c h  
larger work,  t h e  Dialogo que agora se 
hazia: dirigido a1 muy illustre senor don 
Pedro Martinez de Luna conde de Mora- 
ta; senor de la casa de Illuece: con un Vivo 
te lo do: por discante: El qua1 ha visto 
Vasurto (Dialogo, for short), wh ich  was 
printed i n  Zaragoza,  S p a i n ,  i n  1539. 
French Hispanicis t  Pierre Geneste  ap-  
pear.s to haz~e been the first t o  recognize 
that the  Dialog0 contained t h e  oldest- 
k n o w n  Span ish  treatment of ang l ing  
("Bulletin Hispanique,"l978).  However, 
Geneste was not  a n  angl ing historian; he 
commented solely o n  the  Dialogo's liter- 
ary context. T h e  existence of the Trata- 
dico w i t h i n  t h e  Dialogo was recently 
brought to the attention of Richard Hofj- 
mann ,  and its significance as an  angling 
work of extraordinary importance was  
immediately recognized by h im.  H e  and 
his  colleague, T h o m a s  V. C o h e n ,  are 
responsible for the  tmn.slation that fol- 
lows. As Richard comments,  " the  Dia- 
logo (independent of other k n o w n  an- 

gling literatures) can document mentali- 
ties and practices i n  an  early angling tra- 
dition hitherto virtually unknown!" I n  
other words, here is something that ap- 
parently does not  stem from the legend- 
ary Dame Juliana Berners and our so- 
called British angling heritage. A scho- 
larly, analytical treatment o f t h e  Dialogo 
(and its relation to  Berners's Treatyse), 
by Richard Hof jmann ,  wi l l  appear i n  the  
next issue of The  American Fly Fisher. 

T h e  PREFACE concerns the patience 
which the fisherman has to go fishing:' 

Noble senor, the favor you did me yes- 
terday in the great exchange of words we 
had made such an impression on me that 
I have not had the opportunity to serve 
you as I might in this or in greater mat- 
ters. With this desire uppermost in me, as 
soon as you left me I went to my poor 
house with the catch from your purse, 
and with the very <great pleasure, glory, 
and enjoyment of the doubloon I applied 
myself as whole-heartedly as my service 
shows to write the little treatise on  fish- 
ing where extensively and with full clar- 
ity you will find all the baitszwith which 
one can fish in the eastern ocean and in 
the western rivers and at what times and 
in what months and in what places one 
finds the baits and how to keep them and 
howqo  mount them on the hooks to fish 
with them. And remembering that fisher- 

men must be counseled patience to 
understand so enjoyable a pleasure, I 
have wished to give it by precept so that 
you always use it when fishing [and] the 
fishe5 do not give satisfaction. For if at 
certain times people are not patient, no 
one can wait out the delay that fishsome- 
times make in biting and those who are 
impatient will throw their rods in the 
river or break them. And as this exercise is 
always accompanied by much waiting, 
no one should be quick to be bored, for if 
at one time the fish are not gluttons, at 
another they are so greedy that for much 
eating infinite numbers lose their lives. 
And since that condition is known to all 
and the same even happens many times to 
men ant1 not seldom to women, [namely] 
that too much eating brings them to per- 
dition, it is sensible not to be without 
hope that sooner or later the fish will eat. 
T o  tell the truth, if you are not confident, 
you should examine thr breeze and the 
current weather, for if it is chancy, with 
too much wind or much water, there is no 
use expecting that it will be good. For 
when there is a storm or the fish feel that 
[such] an event is coming, they do not 
stay at the banks of the rivers but rather 
go to the deeps to free themselves of tra- 
vail,  as happens wi th  many animals 
which,  to  save themselves from the 
dangers that occur in storms, seek places 
of safety. Thus  does the badger4 who, as 
soon as he senses its coming,  places 
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untlergrot~ntl his estate with thta vic.tuals 
he needs to s ~ ~ s t a i n  his lifr. It is as;~lut;trv 
Icsson far prople what thc, anirn;ils ;tntl 
the fish do: that is to say that when the 
storm of sins c,omcss. thcy slioultl f1t.e to 
places of safety so  that tht~ir souls (lo not 
die at the h;tntls of foreign tl:~ngers and, 
fleeing, they shoulcl provitlc thc~rnselves 
with provisions like the h;~tlger, that thcy 
rnight sustain life with works of c.orrtbc- 
tion; for if they (lo not aricl w;tit at thc 
shore, they will not avoid losing them- 
sc,lves, as w o ~ ~ l d  thc fish if tli(.y awaitetl 
the battle of t h r  waves. So  I'ishc-rmcw 
should not look for them in suc.h wcather 
t x t t  on  chrerful mornings ant1 scsrcnr 
evenings and ~ ) l ~ t s a n t  tirnes whew they in 
fishing ant1 thca fish in (*;~tingcnjoy tlelrc- 
ration, for t h r  other way is " t o  cry in t h r  
wilderness" ;tnd to givc ones's sclf pain 
with the doingantl to losc~~)atirncc.antl to 
dislike the suffr~ring. And as :111 this is 
necessary so that men hrsc~ornta mastcars 
;incI enjoy so gre;tt a plmsurr, i t  is I~cst 
that they ritlc thc~riisrlvrs by th r  mc-rnory 
of this treatise, which is t a k r ~ i  from the 
experience of m;tny ;tnd gre;~t fishermen 
arid from my own,?since I h;~vcs for some 
ytsars practic.t.d i t  in the scba and on  land to 
escape somtB viccss whic.11 ;irc2 thc~ 1)11rinl of 
man and a ~~c~rp(* tua l  prisori of th r  soul, 
which exc1rsc.s this exercise by the n o l ~ l e  
effects with which it is clatl. Yt.1, in t r r~ th ,  
it is not unrc.:tson;tl)le to atlvisethosewho 
work that they sliortltl not go  fishing ;tt  

all gootl fishing tinic~s, I)ec.a~~srof the mis- 
I'ot.tunc~s that will hal)l)csn in their house,- 
holtls; nor shol~l t l  c.l(*ric?; g o  every tlity. ;II 
Icaast not l)efo~-c. finishing with what thry 
owes C;otl in saying tli(*ir mass ;tnd 1)l;ty- 
i ~ i g  thr i r  praycnrs; nor shoultl 111e1i of 
1c;lrningVor the hartn thry will (lo to 
rhos(, who have lawsuits. For ;IS thiscser- 
c.ist2 [ i . ~ . ,  i~nglitig] is so tie~n;uiding, it is 
not in t he hands of nit-n to al);tntlon it 
w1it.n c.hance comt,s  long. And rt~lying 
more on  y o ~ ~ r  wise knowlt-tlgr than on 
my chlrgant way of spc.;tking and rnorc- on  
yo11r nobility than on  my tlaring way of 
speaking, I end l)y giving a 1)rginriing to 
th r  littlc~ trc~atisr~ wIiic.11 c.ornnlenc.cs thus: 

FIRST (:IIAPTER: which t I~cI;~rt~s t he 
narncZs of th r  baits with which onc 
fishes with a rod in tht. sea. 

First: squid. Small sartlines. Livc-rs of 
big fish. -1'he hotly of the c.r;lb, with the 
fret off. 1,ittle fish of frrsh rivrrs. A Inass 
rnatlc of cheese vrry s;~ltcd :nld of flour 
twicc* siftrd. 'The ~)ic.klrtl s;trtline.7 r;tnc.id, 
stril)l)cacl, ant1 wr:tlq)c'tl with the livcrs of 
big fish. Madt. a big pe11t.t covc~rctl with 
s;tntl, i t  is good for 1);titing and drawing 
thcs fish to the shorc, ant1 l~et tcr  if it 
inc.lutlr~s gratrd and saltc-tl chrr~sr. With 
thcsst. 1)aits they take in thc e:~stc.rn scsa 
1oho.s .snrrlos, ntn6rn.s. Onrn te~ .~  :tntl dorn- 
rln.sg ;tntl othrl- s n ~ a l l  fislic~s, fishing from 
t l i r  shorc- with a long rod ant1 long lints. 

'I'hc hooks shoultl I)c latgtn :tnd well tcm- 
pt-recl itntl rsl)c.cially for thc lo1)o.s are 
;~ l lowc~l  1)iggc.r hooks ant1 lnorrs threads 
for th r  lints, w1iic.h you tlo not nec*tl with 
the otht-r fish 1~1iic.h arc- srn;lller ;tntl not 
so hartl to I~r ing  in. 

SEC:OND CIIAIJTER: which cIt~cl;~r(-s how 
o n r  must fish with these l);~its. 

First: :ui c.;trthworm c.ollectrtf two or  
three clays csarlic*r that isstill strc.tchableis 
good to fish ;it the bottom in (lark turhid 
water with sorncS lamb intrstincs for trout 
and  bar1)c.l ant1 er*ls.lo With thin ant1 
prirnc 0nc.s fish with ;I float11 in the 
months of M;~rc.h, April ,  and  May at 
times n h c ~ i  t he water comcSs gootl for brr- 
in(,jzirln~l2 or  sn~tznr~i,qos. 15 

T h e  hig 1)lac.k worms are gootl for 
c.atching 1)arl)eI and eel in ti~rI)i(i water 
wit11 :I linc~. 

Wornis are gootl for fishing in dammed 
~)ools  for ten(.Ii with the bait on  the lx)t- 
torn antl with sniall hooks I)csc.ause t11c.y 
havc. l i t t l r~nouths.  And evt3n for tlir earls it 
is good they 1)e not big. 

In clt.ar w;itcsr worms are worth littlr 
cLxcc8pt for fishing for D(,rn~rj~crlns ant1 
snnznr~igo.~ with two tlire;~ds ;~n t l  very 
light hooks antl ;I v t ~ y  sniall worm ant1 ;I 
Ircary small flo;~t antl very little Ir:~tl. O n e  
has to put it on  t hr hook hy the ht.atl. 

.I'ht~ 11y111phl.~ or w a t c ~ r l ) u g ~ ~ s  O I I ~ .  of 
tlir right I);tits for bogn.s'Vantl n~nrlril- 
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la.s.'7 Fish a1 andnr'" with float ;uitl leatl 
in clear water with light tac.klc, the line 
no longer than the rod ant1 rnatlc of n o  
more than two or thrc~r thrcbntls. O n r  has 
to put the111 on  thth hook I)y th r  nckck and 
one can fish with thrm in all seasons of 
the ywr. 

T h e  nymph oftt.11 attracts to itself trout 
and small l~arbcl and know that with it 
onc must fish in water that is moving, not 
standing still. 

.I'he littlt, worms callctl c.c~.sqz~illo.s~" 
taken from palico.v20 one fishes with as 
with the nymph and they, too, are very 
good hait,  though  not so  sure :IS the 
nymph. It, too, one must att;~c-h 1)y the 
neck. 

T h e  black crickct one fintls in stub1)le 
is for fishing for 1,arI~cl in  June, July, 
A U ~ L I S I ,  [ a n d ]  Septrn1l)er. It works in 
clc.;~r and in slightly [lark water with leacl 
and float in thecurrents. And if in the cast 
or thc river there is suspicion of 1)ig bar- 
bel, use a line of many ttlrrarls, and  if not, 
Irt thc line be of f o ~ ~ r  thrrads. Pu t  the 
hook in at the neck and fish a1 andar 
whcrt. the water purls along and try sev- 
eral times a la t~nd ida .2 '  

T h e  wood-louse22 of many feet that 
grows in cellars :und g a r l ~ a g e  heaps is 
gootl for catching I~arbel in  all t l i c m o ~ ~ t h s  
aforesaid and one fishes with them a la 
t ~ n d i d a  in turbid water ant1 it is better in 
cloudy watrr. I t  is necessary lo fish with a 
gootl line and a reasonable hook if you 
I~elieve that where you arc fishing has 
very good barbel. 

T h e  abomasum2Y of thts calf or kicl is 
a vrry excellrnt bait to fish for harl~el 
from the beginning of April to thc c.nd of 
July. In water clear or a little tlark you 
fish with it a la tcndida,  throwing into 
not very strongly running waters using a 
small weight o r  much lead to keep the 
I,. .11t ' s t~ l l .  . ' And if yo11 want to know what 
of the abornasum is gootl, I say the pieccs 
you find in it, which you will cut with a 
knife to the size of a fill~crt nut and use to 
cover the hook and throw to the fish and 
the pirces that are too small to be useful 
you will [use to] bait thestrctch of strewn, 
throwing them 11pst1-earn from where you 
fish so the flow of the currcrit will bring 
thcrn down to you, for the barbel come at 
the odor of the abornasurn. 

pI'he small tripe of the lamb, which 
among the large tripc,s appears very white 
and light,24 is very good bait to fool bar- 
bel from the feast of the Resurrection to 

that of the Holy Spirit.25 YOLI fish with 
thcrn as with the abomasum and in the 
same water, a la t ~ r ~ d i d a ,  with the same 
srnall weight or much Icatl. You must put 
it to the hook with many knots2Quntil the 
hook does not appear ant1 you let the end 
stick o u t  s o m e  half-f inger 's  l eng th ,  
1,ecause otherwise it won't hold, and like- 
wise you bait thc stream as with the 
abornasum. 

T H I R D  CHAPTER: which speaks of the 
little white butterfly with four little 
horns which at night comes to the 
rivers to feed the barbel. 

First, speaking of this little flyingcrea- 
ture that God created for the service of 
man, note that so far n o  one knows where 
it is begotten or  grows up,  nor  from 
whence it comes to the rivers, and they 
so like one another that where one goes, 
so go  they all, and their arrival in  these 
parts of Spain is in the months of June, 
July, and August, and never are they seen 
by day until the coming of night. With 
darkness they arrive at  the large and  
greater rivers and on  the wide and deep 
flat sections27 where there is much fish- 
ing. Such a multitude then commences to 
fly next to thewater that their noiseseems 
like that of the bees when in the hive. And 
the barbel, when they hear it, jump at 
them and eat them, so that if even a thou- 
sand come, none escapes [being] either 
drowned or eaten by the fish, because if 
they did not all die, some would be found 
alive in the mornings or one would find 
them in the fields and in their dwelling 
places, but one finds them only o n  the 
banks of the rivers all dead. And their 
arrival at the rivers is just at dusk and of 
life they have but two or three hours, 
because if one goes for them at eleven they 
are all dead or  drowned, and if there is a 
good moon lighting u p  the river, it is not 
worth looking for them, for they hold it 
enemy as they d o  the light, as we have 
seen demons t ra ted  i n  t h e  fo regoing  
chapter. 

FOURTH CHAPTER: where one describes 
how to take the little butterfly and fish 
with it. 

Such good bait is this little fly for 
catching the barbel that kill them, that it 
was necessary to find a way to catch them 
in order to  pay them back for the excess 

they committed in gulplng thcm clown. 
And since the bugs were enemles ot Ilght, 
one took the same 11ght for remerly In t h ~ s  
way: just at dusk, when darknrssreigned, 
onezR went to the river at the time that 
they and the barbel gave battlr and taking 
a light and a candle, one lit it and put it 
above a black raue stretched next to the 
water antl, hiding in thc tlarkness, one 
saw how the insects left the river and  
came helpless to the lamp and put them- 
selves fearlessly in it so that with their 
wings burnt or joined with one another 
at the four horns thev have. thev fell in , 1 

heaps onto the black cape so that in less 
than a half-hour it was covered with them 
and white like snow. Anclsogreatwas the 
pleasure of the inventor in catching these 
flies, it was n o  less than that later fishing 
with them, for it was so sure that I doubt 
there is another better [bait] for fooling 
barbel and, sometimes ant1 some days, 
trout. And after having given thanks to 
O u r  Lord for having trratetl such pretty 
insects for the use and pleasure of man, 
fishing with them and hunting for them, 
he went to fish as follows: first taking 
light gear he fished a1 andar in the cur- 
rent in the shallows with float and lead 
and fixed two of these flies on  the hook by 
the necks. And so Ereat was the catch that 
he took there that he was certainly aston- 
 shed that the bait was so excellent. 

In rivers where there are trout the little 
butterfly is very sure to catch them In 
running water on  cloudy days w ~ t h  clear 
or slightly murky water. One  must fish 
with them a1 andar without lead or float 
because the bait should go  on  the top of 
the water because the trout catch them 
flying. And their fishing is in the morn- 
ings when they go  downstream dead. 

T h e  bodies alone of the little flies, 
which are yellow, without the wings or 
horns, are very excellent to take bogas 
and madril las and small barbel, fishing 
a1 andar with lead and  float. 

T h e  floating green algae29 is a very 
good bait for tricking barbel. You will 
fish with it in  the months of April, May, 
June, July, August, and September, and 
it is better when the weather is hotter 
because, since it is a green and fresh food, 
the barbel eat it to refresh themselves as 
we [eat] lettuce, and note that there is n o  
food in the world that the barbel will eat 
before smelling it except the algae, which 
they eat without smelling it. For thatrea- 
son one fishes with it with float and lead 





"Tie in" toward the 1 

Attach capon or  duck feather 
almost at bend of hook 

Line: white and twisted of six strands 

Head wrapped of black silk 

T u r n  feathers back toward the hook 
in such a way that they hide it all to 

the end of the point of the hook 

Basurto's Method for Ty ing  Flies 
finthers from cnpon, duck,  or a bird called n bunal urere ewzployed 

in  the manufnctz~rc of these flies. llnfortunntely, the  Tratndico is not explicit 
i n  locnting the  feather o n  the bird. For his illustration, 

; I l l n t ~  Hn.s.tnll has chosen capon hackle fenthrrs, wh ich  impart nn  
nlmosf  .streamerlike form to  the fly. Nafurnlly,  jenther.~ chosen from 

other nren.7 of the cnpon's ann fomy  (or from n duck or bunal) 
urould gir~e the  fly n completely diff irenf nppeamncr. 

R(~,qnrdle.s.s of the  feather used, it seems clear from the H o f m a n n - C o h m  
trnnslation thnt Rn.surto's flies did not have the classical, upright uring 

thnt is normnlly a.ssoc.infed wi th  the flies described by Berner.~ [?] in  T h e  Treatyse. 
W e  note in  passing thnt the  upright style of the  Rerners' flies has not been rigorously documented. 

(See John  McDonnld, T h e  Origins of Angling, p. 114.) 

and large tackle and large rod, to be able 
to reach the deep currents when riversare 
in  flood, and in others, use equipment in  
conformity with their size. Note, too, that 
o n e  o r  t w o  days before f i sh ing  [you  
should] bait the stream upstream with 
pieces of algae and, if certain of big bar- 
bel, fish with a line of many strands and 
with a ~ e g u i d e r a , ~ ~  too, becausea there is 
a danger of losing the tackle o r  breaking 
the rod. Put  the algae bt.tween one thread 
and another, covering the hook, and let it 
h a n g  d o w n  a b o u t  a f inger 's  l eng th .  
Fished a1 andar in  the middle of the water 
in  water clear o r  a little murky, it is very 
sure. 

T h e  l i m o ,  that  is explained above, 
what it is and where it is f ~ u n d , ~ Z  is good 

bait for barbel in  those months whrn the 
algae is useful, fished in thesamemanner 
in clear o r  slightly murky water. 

A little paste made of yeast is good for 
barbel in April, May, and June, fished n 
la tendzda in  clear water o r  better in 
slightly murky and  in not too swift a 
current. But note that you must bait the 
stream with the same paste and that it 
should be floured with white flour twice 
siftcd. 

Another paste to take bogns and mad- 
rz1la.i during Lent and summer i\ made 
thus: take a mouthful of very white bread 
and chew it well, and then take it between 
the fingers to makr a mass and with it bait 
the hook with some very tiny balls and 
fish a1 andnr in clear water where the 

water is held back. Note that this bit of 
paste is not what takes it hilt what puts 
the bait in the mouth, because being well 
chewed it is so soft that when the bogn or  
mndrilln comes to it, it falls at once from 
the hook and so baits him. T h u s  the real 
paste that kills and takes is from bread 
mirldling chewed becaitse, being a bit 
harder ,  i t  s tays o n  the  hook  a n d  so. 
because it doesn't fall off the first time, 
the fish comes bark and takes it. And note 
with this bait you takr big bogas and 
nzndrillns when they begin to bite. It is a 
very clran bait and very quick, and he 
who fishes [with it] need not think about 
offending his neighbor nor need he think 
about feeding himself; if on  feelinga bite 
the fishcrman does not pull,  he is tricked 



iu~t l  the bogn 01- rrrnr/rilln g c a t  wh;tt i t  
w;1IItS. 

'I'hc b ~ r n ~ r j t r ~ l n  t h ; ~ t  in sornc. ~)lacc.s 
thcy (.all .sntt~nrli,go'~'~ is vcry goocl bait lor 
c.atc.hing trorlt in A1)ril ~uncl May, fishing 
01 ntlrinr in c-Ic8 ;11-  water wit11 Irs ;~cl  ant1 
float. Rut notc that the hook Inlist I)(- I)ig 
i f  thcrcb itrc big trout in thc* r ivc~r l)cac.;1115c ;I 
big trorrt has a big rnotrth ant1 t11c hilit is 
not srnall, so the- hook nltr5t I)(- big. It hits 
to he 1)11t 011 the hook I)y rhc* 11c.c.k ; ~ r l c l  
going down to the l)ottom. ' l ' l~ i s  kintl of 
fishing is c-;111etl (11 i~r: . :~.~ 

'I'hcs Ec~athc*~- of thc, ~ . : I I ) ~ I I  01. c1uc.k 01- of 
;~nothcr  I~irtl c-allccl ;I /~~irznl  is ;I vcry cxc-el- 
lent 1)ait fol- t r o ~ ~ t  in the* months  o f A ~ ) r i l ,  
May, J I I I I ~ ~ ,  J u l y ,  ; I I I ( I  r l t tgr~st  ~ I I  r l c :~ r  
1v;iter :III(I swift S ~ I ~ ~ ~ : I I I I S .  R ~ t t  11ote tI1;1t tl~(b 
fc;tthc~ by itsclf is worth nothing i f u  i t  is 
not ticstl to  the I~otly o f  sonlch flicks matlc. o f  
the same c-0101- of silk. ;It timcss yc.llow, ;II 
times I)rowr~. a r~ t l  ;I[ othc-r tin~c.s I)l;~c-k, 
t)cc.;lr~sc these a1.c t11c c.olors of thc s;irncs 
flic~s that the tI-out cat in thc~strc~a~nsevcn- 
ing and ~ n o r ~ ~ i n g .  IZII~I you s h o ~ ~ l c l  know 
th;~t in tliffc~.cnt months  thcr-c run tlil'fcr- 
e11t flies ~ I I  tI l (8 s t r e ;~n~s .  /\11cI to fi11t1 o11t in 
tllosc ric~c1.s c\rl~c~.c tl~c-1.c :ire trotlt, yo11 
rntlst 1)11t you~.sc'lf by the strc;lm ant1 look 
at the. c-olol- of thc fly th ;~ t  f1ic.s thcrc. ; ~ n t l  
take i t  alive. If you ( l o  i t  I ight, yo11 will I)(. 
;rl)lc to t ;~kc ;ill the tlr)tlt in the 5trc.aln. 

'I'hc~ fc;~thc.r goes o n  the Ilook this way. 
With tht, line 011 the hook, white ;inti 
t~,istc'cl of o111y six st1-;111cl5, :111(1 t11c 11ook 
o f  half ;I tlu-tl ~ ' c l l  tc~npc.rc.tl. take. solnc- 
few of the feathers ;~n t l  f~ .om t l~c~fas tcn i r~g  
pl;~cc'iQof thc, hook 1)ut t l~crn so t l l ' ; ~ t  the. 
fc~;~thr~-s  g o  t o ~ ' ; ~ r - d  tho l i r l c .  ancl a t t ;~c- l~ 
tllc~rn I ) c g i n ~ ~ i n g  fro111 ;1111lost t l ~ c  I)cr~cl o f  
the hook as fill. as the* slx~tle (.ncI."7 And 
whrn thv a t t ; ~ c h ~ n e ~ ~ t  gets th ;~t  f;~r,  tri1.n 
the fratllc~rs I);ic-k towarcl t h r  hook in s~rc . l~  
;I way th;~t  t11t.y hitlc, it ;11l t11c way to the. 
c l~ t l  o f  the* point. .I'hcn makc the I~catl  of 
the. fly o f  l)l;~c-k bilk ;II the 11c.;rtl of thc* 
fcathcr nest to the. sl);~tlc*. t111tl t11c.11 111;1kc. 
th r  I,otly of l)l:~c.k silk. Antl put on  thc.to1) 
yellow silk w11ic.h is likt- a little I;~dtlc '~-"~ 
I,c.c.a~rsc the I)otly shoultl show ~rnclrt- thc* 
l'cathc~r. 

I\ feat11c.r dark in c.olor is good lor vcsry 
c-lc;~r watcbr i l l  the ttlo~.ning\. 

A fe;ithc,r vcry whitc i l l  c.olor is gootl for 
so~ncwhat  1n11rky wi~tc.r i l l  the* cvc.nings 
ant1 fol- the  tnornings,  too. Wi th  the  
fe;~thcs~- o n e  rnusr fish. as I s;ricl, in scvifr 
strcB:lrns \vithout Ic2;1c1 ;incl witho111 flo;~t 
l)ut w~ith  the. fc ;~tht , r  ; ~ l o n c .  t l l rowing 
clo~vn the btt-c.;lrn ant1 going 111) tllc~sr~-c~:t~n 
\vith rc~aso~~al) l t*  sl)c'cttl 50 t11;lt the I'c.;rther 
gocss ;1Io11g tI1c t 0 1 )  of tilt* w;itcr to t l l c ~  
rcpl)e~ 1 ~ 1 r t  o f  the strcS;tm, 1.01- in s ~ ~ c - l ~  a 
111;11111cr t11e t1.011t c:~t rc*;tI flies ;t11c1 so we 
fool them with ;~rtific-i;~l ones. 

'I'hc. I,l;~c-k, honcsyctl fig is vcsry gootl 
l ) ; ~ i t  for l)a~~I)c*l in t11c I I I O I I ~ ~ I S  0 1  Sc.1)- 
tct1111c~t. i111c1 O(~tol)c t~,  fi\11i11g 1vitl1 i t  (1 1r1 
l(~r1(1;(/(1 \v i t l~  :I ~ 1 1 1 : i l l  \vc,igl~t of lt,;~cl o r  
s t o ~ ~ c  ;inti in th(* tl(*csl)s o r  \v(*IIs \vhc.re 

thc,rc ; ~ r c  surcs to I)e 1)arht.l. Arltl i t  is I)c.tter 
to l ) ; ~ i t  thcsc, strcharns or wells two clays 
C:II-licr with thc5ame figs in the mornings 
;untl c v e ~ ~ i n g s .  Antl you 1)11t t h r  fig OII the 
Ilook ;IS follows: c.utting the nipple  and 
c.t-owl~ of t h r  fig, ~ n a k t ~  the  l)otly four 
pic,(-cs c-ut in big t111-1ls"~ and each of thctsr 
will I)(, a trait 1 ~ 1 t  011 as follows: yo11 will 
1x11 tlw hook throught thc ~nidcllc of the 
I)itc ;rnd 1)11t ;I k11ot with the line o n  the 
I I G I ~  of the fig s o  that i t  will not fall off 
;~ncl the hook hidtlcn wit11 the fig ant1 
[hc-] not wi thor~t  a .s~,qzrirlrrn, k)r thcrc. is 
IIO l ) ; ~ i t  rh;~t t;~kcs gl-cbatc3r I,;~rhc~l I h;rn I he 
fig, ant1 1'01- this reason o r ~ e  I I I I I S ~  bring 
strong al)l)ar;~tus. It is htatte~- when the 
water is tu r l~ id  or ;I Iittlc~murky, ;~ncl if the 
\vatel- is (.leal., i t  S I I O L I I ~ I  by [ I I S ~ ~ ]  in I I IC  
dec-1)s. 

'I'hc vcry rilx, 11lac.k gr';ipcS is good for 
I)arl)cl fr-o~n the cntl of Artgust thrortgh 
the* wholes mo11r11 ofOc-toher. O n e  fishc~sn 
In /r,rtr/irln, first I ) ; t i t i~~g the river with the 
g1-;11"'s. 

1:1-csl1 c-l~ccsc a little s ; ~ l t c ~ l  is gootl 1'01- 
I)a~.l)cl in slightly mut.ky watt8r- ; ~ r ~ t l  ;II 
timc*s in c.Iear. Pis11 o 10 /crldirin as with 
t hc, gral'e. 

'I'hcb flying ;tnts,." ; ~ l s o  c-;~llrtl ol~ir/n.s a)-c 
ve~-y gootl for 1)arI)el. Fish with t l~c ,~n  in 
( - I r ; ~ r  o r  slightly n~ t t rky  w;~tcrs  t l ~ ~ r i n g  
August, S(~~)tcnlI)c~- ,  ;~n t l  Oc-tol,c.~-. w hic.11 
; ~ r c  t he ~ n o n t h s  when t hc* harbcl cat t h c n ~ .  
O n e  r~c~sds to fish with thcm nl nrtdarwith 
Ictd ant1 float ant1 fastened to the hook I)y 
the ncc-k. '1'hc.y must havr thc. wings on 
I)cc.aurc> th;~t is what makc~s t hc l);~rl)cal l i k r  
I hem ;I lot. 

S h r i ~ n l )  ; I I - ~  for the hogn.r ; ~ n t l  1rtnr1rilln.s 
i t1  (.Ic;ir \v;ttcr: O I I ~  l'isl~c*s 01 nr~(i(lr \&,it11 
Icatl iuntl float ;IS with thc nyr11l)h. 

i \nothcr  bait is v c ~ y  apl)~-ol)r. iatc for 
fishing for. 1,arhc.l ant1 tt~c~drilln.~, h r ~ t  i t  is 
vcry n ; ~ u s c % ; ~ t i ~ ~ g .  It is rnuc.l~ favoreti in 
I;tntls w h c ~ c  there arts n o  nyrnphs in the 
t.ivcbr.s ant1 i t  is ~)r.cy~arcd in thc following 
way. 'I';~kc ;I ~)iecx-of (.ow's o r  go:tt's liver 
;ind salt i t  ant1 111rt i t  untlcr the g~.ottntl 
wr;~lq~c'cl i r ~  a cli1t11p rag and Icavc i t  nine 
clays ant1 you will fintl i t  full of whitc 
M ' O ~ I T I S  w i t l ~  l i t t l c n  hl;~c.k hcacls ;u~cl with 
~hesc. you fish as with the nyml)h ant1 
with 1igl1tc.r hooks iuntl 1i11c. Ant1 p r~ t r ing  
111c 1ivc.r back into th r  grortntl, you will 
fincl thcb cvor-rns cs:~c-h time you (lo it. Rut 
w h c ~ e  therc, arc r~yml)hs  thcy tlon't take 
the 11-o~thlc to  use this I);~it. 

I'hc~.c. arc  some ot her I):iits thoy ar-c 
ac.c.~~stornccl to use' in f i sh i~ lg  rivc*rs. 1)11t ;IS 

the 111;lin ;~n t l  I ) c . t t c ~ ~ .  ones at-? c.ont;~incd in 
tl1i5 t~.c;itisc,, 01 t l l c -o t l~c~~s  we will 111;1kc n o  
; I ( . ( . o I I I I ~ .  1101 I ~ : I I I ~ ~ I I ~  to cxpl;tin t11c111. 
So,  11o1)Ie .s(,rzor, I 1)cg y011 to rcscxivc I I I ~  
sc,rvic-c. with th~ t t  will that y o r ~ r  ~)c.~-son 
ol)ligcs ; ~ n t l  nly \vholt~sornr tlcsirc rnc~l-its. 
\vhic.l~ I ~ a s  I)c.c811 only to Icavc yo11 (.on- 
tc*ntc.tl t lo ing y o ~ t r  c.ommantl, w i t h o ~ ~ t  
I ) I I I ~ I I I ~  i t  O I I ~  of I I I ~  I~itncIs s i ~ ~ c c  t t l c -  IIOIII- 
;111cl the* Inovrlc*l1t that I Ic-1'1 yo11. 111~-11 

rny c . l ~ r ~ ~ - n i n g  t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l ~  o f  I,ooks ha5 I)cc11 

great ant1 the cxl~l ic ;~t ions  not srnall ant1 
I I I ~  wr i t i r~g  h;~s  not hccn laggal-tl i r ~  tan1- 
~ ) l c n ~ r n t i n g  my word ant1 I I ~ c g  you to 
take i t  all into ;ic-c.orlnt without t h o r ~ g l ~ t  
of th ;~nk ing  me. E'orsirnl)ly knowingth;~t  
I ~)lc~;~strl  y o ~ r ,  I will C O I I I I ~  myself 5atisfic.tl 
; ~ n d  wc.11 vcsnt~~rctl. $ 
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T h e  Birthplace of Charles Lanman 
Monroe, Michigan 

oil o n  paper by Charles Lanman 

Charles Lanman 
by Dorothy McNeilly 

For some time now we have had 
an  interest i n  Charles Lanman 
(1819-1895). A prolific writer, 
Lanman wrote thirty-two books 
and numerous magazine articles 
-many of w h i c h  describe h i s  
fly-fishing exploits i n  the north- 

eastern and north central United States 
and eastern Canada prior to  the outbreak 
of the Civil War. These are relatively early 
accounts of fly-fishing in  North America 

and are thus important to  those interested 
in angling history. ( In  the next issue of 
The American Fly Fisher, we plan to pub- 
lish a checklist of Lanman's books and 
magazine pieces.) Other than the mater- 
ial found in  the Dictionary of American 
Biography and in  an introduction to a 
reprint edition of one of Lanman's books 
(A Summer in the Wilderness, 1847, re- 
printed by Black Letter Press in  I978), 
there is little biographical information 

available on  Lanman. Herein we hope to 
partly rectify this unfortunate situation. 
We are delighted to be able to reprint a 
biography of Charles Lanman that was 
abstracted from a talk given by Lanman's 
grandniece, Dorothy McNeilly, before the 
Florham Park (New Jersey) Historical 
Society i n  1983. Fortunately, while trying 
to obtain information from the Smith- 
sonian o n  a Lanman oil painting, we 
chanced to make Dorothy's acquaintance. 



She has devoted many years to carefully 
researching her Lanman lineage; she is 
undoubtedly one of the few exprrts o n  the 
subject. 

Alfred Frankenstein, distinguished art 
critic and former music critic for the 
San Franci.~co Chronicle, once wrote of 
Charles Lanman: 

T h e  versatility of the Renaissance 
man is supposed to have died out 
with such late eighteenth century 
characters as Benjamin Franklin, 
T h o m a s  Jefferson, and  Charles 
Willson [sic] Peale, but some men 
of the nineteenth century, Charles 
Edwards Lester [journalist, author, 
and lecturer], Henry Tuckerman 
[noted art criticand literary figure], 
and, above all, Charles Lanman- 
rivalled, if they did not surpass 
their many sidedness.' 

Lanman was indeed a Renaissance man. 
During his life he wore many different 
hats: that of clerk. business executive. 
newspaper editor, foreign correspondent, 
art critic, explorer, government official, 
historian, author, artist, bibliophile, and 
art collector. One of his special passions 
was angling-especially with the artifi- 
cial fly. 

Charles Lanman was born in French- 
town (now Monroe), Territority of Mich- 
igan, on June 4, 1819 ("in the shadow of 
a primeval forest,"2 as he once wrote)- 
the first child of Charles James Lanman 
and his wife, the former MarieGuie, who 
subsequently had seven daughters and 
another son. Scribner's Dictionary of 
American Biography states that Lan- 
man's mother, a French-Canadian, had 
Indian blood in her veins, though family 
records dating to the early eighteenth 
century indicate her antecedents were all 
French.3 

Charles came from a background rich 
in prominence and education. His grand- 
father, James Lanman (a Phi BetaKappa 
graduate of Yale), was LJnitedStates sena- 
tor from Connecticut from 1819 to 1825. 
H e  was the last man in Congress to wear 
knee breeches and powdered hair. T h e  
senator, a member of many important 
committees, voted with the South on the 
Missouri Compromise question, as he 
said, "to support the rights of the whole 
LJnited States and not those alone of the 
State which had elected me a S e n a t ~ r . " ~  
His vote dismayed Connecticut residents, 
who burned him in effigy in Hartford; 
but it wasn't long before " publicopinion 
was entirely reversed in his f a ~ o r . " ~  

Charles's father, Charles James Lan- 
man, graduated with honors from Yale. 
After completing his law studies (with 
his father) in 1817, he emigrated from his 
home in Norwich, Connecticut, to thc 
Territory of Michigan at the invitation of 

his friend, Ge~ieral Lewis Cass, who was 
then civil governor of the territory. 
There, Charles senior served as attorney 
for the territory, judge of probate, and 
"Receiver of Moneys," a post to which he 
was appointed by President Monroe and 
reappointed by President John Quincy 
Adams. (John Quincy Adams and C. J. 
Lanman were third cousins, as both were 
great, great grandsons of Dr. Thomas 
Roylston, the first physician and surgeon 
of Muddy River-now Brookline-Mass- 
achusetts.) T h e  post of receiver was 
important, for only specie; i.e., gold or 
silver coin, was used for all business 
transactions in the sparsely settled wil- 
derness. It was unsafe to have a large 
accumulation of funds at any one place. 
It was the receiver's responsibility to 
make collections and to transport thespe- 
cie, via packhorse with saddle box, to the 
Bank of Michigan in Detroit, which had 
a population then of less than two thou- 
sand. Apparently, not too many trips had 
to be made to Detroit, for in 1821 hewrote 
that there was "such a scarcity of money, 
a dollar is almost a phenomenon," and in 
1836 he wrote: "the times are horrible- 
there is neither business confidence, 
credit or currency and wood six dollars a 
cord-I don't know what people will do 
this winter."= 

As for young Charles, his Michigan 
boyhood instilled in him a lifelong love 
and appreciation of nature, a love clearly 
evident in his paintings and in his writ- 
ing. His vast woodland lore was learned 
from an old Indian who taught him the 
arts of fishing and hunting. T h e  two 
often walked through forests, stalked 
game, or explored creeks and rivers of the 
unspoiled wilderness via canoe. 

When he was ten, his grandfather in 
Norwich, skeptical of the quality of edu- 
cation available in the territory, sent for 
him to come East to attend classes at an 
academy in that town. He remembered 
with fondness that "under my grandfa- 
ther's library protection it was my lot as a 
boy, to live for twoor three years."7 James 
Lanman's library was a superb one, and 
there Charles most likely acquired his 
knowledge and love of the best in litera- 
ture.8 But the young man's formal educa- 
tion was over when he was fifteen, and it 
is puzzling why he did not go to Yale, as 
his father did. One reason may be that his 
father's extensive real-estate investments 
in Michigan and elsewhere were not 
proving profitable, and thus money for 
tuition was not readily available. In any 
event, he began working as a clerk for an 
East India house, Suydam, Jackson & 
Company, on Pearl Street in New York, 
where he remained ten years-"wasted 
years" he called them. But they were not 
really wasted years. In his decade with 
Suydam, Jackson & Company, he not 
only became an executive with the firm, 
he also published Lettrrs about the Hztd- 

SOYL R i ~ ~ r r  (1835), E.s.~ay.s for Sztnlmrr 
FIours (1841). and Lrttrrs front a Land- 
scape Painter (1845). T h e  latter included 
the essay "Cole's Imaginative Paint-  
i ng , "  often referred to by art historians 
when discuss ing  the  H u d s o n  River 
School of Painting and its progenitor. In 
addition he studied painting with Asher 
Dnrand. Convenient to the Pearl Street 
office was the MercantileLibrary (found- 
ed in 1820 and still active today), which 
no doubt satisfied his reading needs. The  
library was patronized at that time by 
Washington Irving, Horace Greeley, and 
John Jacob Astor, to name just a few. 

In 1845 Lanman left New York and 
returned toMonroe, Michigan, toedit the 
Mor~ror Gazzettr, which he left the fol- 
lowing yrar to become associate editor of 
the Cincinnati Chroniclr. He took leave 
of his editorial duties during the warm 
months of 1846 to embark on acanoe trip 
up  the Mississippi River andLakeSuper- 
ior. He recounted his t*xperiences in the 
book Summer in thr W i l d e r n r . ~ ~ ,  pub- 
lished in 1847. That  same year, he left 
Cincinnati and returned to New York to 
become a reporter and assistant in the 
editorial office of the Express. It was here 
that he inaugurated a styleof art criticism 
that "won him much reputation," ac- 
tarding to his publisher, James Brooks. 
Early the following year, Brooks sent him 
on assignment to Washington, which he 
had never before visited. Brooks advised 
him that "public affairs are taking an 
interesting turn down there, and you 
must send us some good letters, but one 
thing remember-don't believe anything 
you hear and not more than one-half that 
you see." T h e  young newspaperman was 
so captivated by Washington that after 
dispatching a few reports to the Express, 
he resigned to join the National Intelli- 
gencer. Peter Lanman of Norwich, Con- 
necticut, who had recently returned from 
England and the Continent, congratu- 
lated his grandnephew on being with the 
Intelligencrr; he commented, "no Ameri- 
can newspaper ranks higher in London 
and Paris, and no  editors stand on higher 
ground at home and abroad than Messrs. 
Gales and S e a t ~ n . " ~  Peter deemed it a 
very high honor for such a young man to 
have their confidence. 

Charles continued to contribute arti- 
cles to the paper after his appointment in 
1849 as librarian for the War Department. 
In May of 1850, he became librarian of the 
Department of State's copyrights, but 
resigned in July to become confidential 
secretary for Daniel Webster, who was the 
secretary of state under President Millard 
Fillmore. I have not been able to discover 
why Webster choseCharles to be his secre- 
tary; however, his talents were no doubt 
rasily recognized by the secretary of state. 

It was Wrhster who suggested to Presi- 
dcnr Fillmort. that the duty of establish- 
ing a library for the White House shoulcl 
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Mrs. Charler Lnnmnn (Adeltnr Dodge) 
a charcoal and chalk draulzng by Eastmnn Johnson 

courtesy of Frzck Art Reference Lzbrary 

be assigned to Lanman.  L a n m a n  ful- 
filled this assignment in atldition to per- 
fo rming  his secretarial responsibilities 
for Webster. T h e  Fillmores had discov- 
ered (to their amazement) after they had 
moved into the executive mansion that 
there was not a hook in thc place, not 
even a Bible; anti "when the President 
holds a Cabinet Council, there is not even 
a volume of laws to which reference can 
be had and the members are obliged to 

run around to their offices to obtain the 
hooks they must beobliged toresort to."1° 
A Congress iona l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  was  
sought and quickly granted; and Lan- 
man, to  quote him: 

made extensive purchases, accorcl- 
ing to my own judgment, in  New 
York and Boston. T h e  list I submit- 
tccl to the President was sanctioned 
w i t h o u t  a n  excep t ion ,  but  h i s  

Excellency, however, found fault 
with one of the purchases. . . a copy 
of the'Federalist'without an index, 
and I was told that any workof that 
character with such a deficiency 
was a sham and well nigh useless. I 
saw the point but took refuge in the 
fact I could not purchase what was 
not on  the market, and that half a 
loaf was better than n o  bread at all. 
Since that time, the work in ques- 



Moosehead Lake, Maine, 1883 
oil o n  paper by Charles Lanman 

tion has been published with an 
admirable index. 11 

T h e  relationship between Webster and 
Lanman, despite the difference in ages- 
thirty-seven years-appears to have been 
a very compatibleone. In fact, as Lanman 
wrote, "when enjoying his companion- 
ship alone, our relative positions seemed 
mutually to be forgotten." T h e  two took 
advantage of every opportunity to fish 
together, whether at Webster's home in 
Marshfield, Massachusetts, or in Wash- 
ington, where they went almost daily to 
theGreat Falls of thepotomac to try their 
luck. "Mr. Webster would throw off his 
cares and personal pecuniary troubles to 
cast his line with boyish glee and toexult 
loudly when he succeeded in hooking a 
fish." according to Atlantic Monthly in 
1879. Lanman made this note about a 

morning's fishing expedition with Webs- 
ter: "He gave me as a reason winding up 
the sport at nineo'clock, that he was Pres- 
ident Fillmore's clerk and was obliged to 
be at the Department before noon."l2 

After Webster's death on October 24, 
1852, Lanman held various positions 
with government agencies, including 
librarian for the Interior Department 
(1855 to 1857 and 1865) and the House of 
Representatives (1861). H e  had hoped 
his intimate friend Abraham Lincoln 
would appoint him librarian for the 
Library of Congress, but political pres- 
sures forced the president to place some- 
one else in that post. He vowed he would 
never again enter that library. He never 
did, so it is ironic that many of his papers 
are there. 15-14 

O n  June 19, 1849, Charles acquired a 
permanent traveling companion when 

he married Adeline Dodge, daughter of 
Francis Dodge of Georgetown (a  prosper- 
ous merchant and West Indies trader and 
a former New Englander). Also married 
that day with them at the Dodge home 
was Adeline's sister, Virginia, who be- 
came the wife of Ben Perley Poore. Poore 
was a well-known correspondent of 
Harper's  Magaz ine ,  the Crayon,  and 
other publications, and was one of the 
most popular persons in Washington. 
The  ceremony took place at the ungodly 
hour of 4:30 a.m., in order to give the 
couples (said to have honeymooned 
together) time to go from Georgetown to 
the Washington railroad station, where 
they caught the 6:00 a.m. train for New 
York City.15 For a wedding present, Mr. 
Dodge gave Adeline and Charles twin 
brick houses built in 1810, on P Street- 
one for them to live in, the other to rent. 



.I+Iie couplr rc.sitlctl thrrc. lor thcbir c,ntirc 
niarricd life.)" 

1,anrn;tn's di l~lomatic  carrrr l)cg;tn in 
1871 when hr was :tppointcatl A m n i t a n  
scbcrrtary for I he first .Jal)anc~sc> It.gation in 
Washington, a position that he heltl for 
rlt~ven years. After Iraving the Irgation, 
Lannian clcvotetl most of his time to writ- 
ing and painting. Hrtwas :tssist;tnt asses- 
sor of tlir District o f  Colttrn1)ia in 1885, 
and  in 1888 t)ccamcs lil)r:~rian of the  
W s h i n g t o ~ l  City 1,il)rary. 

During his lifr.timtn. 1-anma11 travcsletl 
extensivt.ly in this country (east of the 
Rockies) ant1 in C:an:ttla. .l'hr jortrnal ht. 
kept w h i l e  ex l ) lo r ing  t h c  m o u n t ; ~ i n s  
from Georgia to Virginia I)ec.amc* Lrl1rr.s 
fronz thc  A l l rg l t rny  h f o z ~ r t l n i ~ z . ~ ,  pub-  
lishecl in  1849. It was o n e  of his  hrst 
sellers, and it is rrfcrrctl to in th r  current 
guide for t h r  Al)plachian Tr.;til, which, 
incidental ly ,  fol lows mttch t h e  same 
route. An ecl~tally po l~ t t l a r  book was 
Tozir l o  Ihr Hizlrr Sngurtzny (1848), :I 
"rrcord of adventures in tlic v;tllc.ys of the 
Hudson, St. Lawrenc.r ant1 St. Johns and 
some of the rivrrs of New England," 
rrscarched w hCn he, in his worcls, "rc~l in- 
q11ishc.d my catlitorial lahors for a whilcin 
the summer of 1847 to spc-ncl 21 portion of 
thcs time to indulge in my passion for 
angling." At .Tadottsac, at the corifluencr 
of the St. Lawrence ant1 Sagttcnay rivers, 
he was guest ant1 fishing companion of 
William Price, tlir prol~ritator of a large 
Ittrnbrr business. 

Fivc years latrr, Charles, his wife, Atlr- 
line, and the Reverentl :tnd Mrs. Louis 
Noblc followt~tl the samr rottte. Adelinr 
wrottx a delightful account of th r  srcontl 
tour. I n  it she relatrs tht. tlc*tails of a 
tlinner the two couplrs had as guests of 
t h r  Governor  C;cner:tl, 1,ord Elgin, of 
Qitebrc: 

"On arriving we wertb t~sliert.tl into :t 
l i t t le  r o o m  whrrr.  we  d t ~ l ~ o s i t r t l  o u r  
shawls, then o n  t o  tlir drawing room, let1 
by liveried servants," whcre she "hail thc 
accidental pleasure of swing T o z ~ r  to tlla 
Sngzirnny lying o n  a tal~le." S h e  was 
escorted in to d inner  (servetl o n  goltl 
plate) hy Lord Elgin ant1 sat on  his right. 
Art :tntl literat~tre, th r  Elgirl ~ n a r h l ~ s ,  as 
well as governnient affairs, were dinner 
topics, and "the wiint of tliscipline in the 
Americ;in course of trtucation was to~tchrd 
ttpon." T h e  following day the. 1,anm;tns 
and the Nobles set sail for'l'adous;tc, sur- 
viving a vicious storm in which many 
I~oats were lost, ant1 011 re;tc.hing that tlcs- 
tination they wc.rcx gur.sts of William 
Price. On  their way home from Can:ttla, 
they visitrtl Daniel Wrhstrr ;it Marsh- 
field, therc they fottnd Great Britain's 
Minister Plenil)ott~nti;try, J o h n  Cran11)- 
ton. Webstc.r, always th r  pc8rfcc.t host, saw 
to it that lie ant1 thc otlicr cxprrt 1sn;tk 
Waltons. L:tnrn;tn ant1 Cr;tnil,ton. would 
spend s o m r  time t rying their luck in 
nt.itrl)y wattSrs. O n  oncs oct.itsion thc host 

;~n t l  all  the g~tcs t s  had tlinner at Ply- 
mottth, where "there was a very pleasant 
itssemblage of p i l g r i m  cicsccntlants," 
Adcline'reportrd. Plymouth, rnorc3 than 
liftren miles from Marshfield, wasqttitca 
tlistance to travel by c a r r i a p i n  those days 
to eat out! 

L a n m a n  was a n  extremely prolific 
writer. H e  published thirty-two hooks 
(luring his lift~time, some of which have 
alreatly been mmtioncd. A very popular 
one was Haphazard Prr.sonn1itir.s (l886), 
a collection of vignrttes of notal~le  ~,rople  
he hitd known. Also in clemand was T l l r  
Pr iz~nte  L i f r  of Dnnir l  Wr6.strr (18.52). 
There wrre always plenty of readers for 
the Imoks of his travels in  both thismun- 
try and Canada. Tizr  Diclionnry of Con-  
grr.ss, first publishrtl in 1859 (thrrc wrrr  
scvrral later rditions), was a 1)iogral)hic;tl 
rccortl of each person who hat1 ever t)rrn 
in Congress.17 H e  also tantril)tttccl arti- 
c.1c.s to a n~lmher  of periotlicals, among 
thrm Ffnrpcr's N m i  MontI11y hfagnzinr,  
t hc. .So~itllrr?t Litrrnry Ai'r.s.~cnger (first in  
1840), A l l zrr~nrz~rn,  and the I l l z~s lrntrd  
I .ondo~z  Npzit.~, which paitl him one gtti- 
nea for rach articlr o r  sketch from his 
11;tint brush. His  vast knowletlge of the 
denizens of the sea, I:tkcs, nntl rivers 
fount1 its way into reports for thcI1nitc.d 
States Commission of Fish and Fisheries 
(1872). one of which dealt with ".ThcSal- 
nionitfae of Eastern Maine, New Brnns- 
wick ant1 Nova Scotia." 

As a ~ ~ a i n t e r ,  Lanman was most pro- 
lific; his paintings are belit.vcd tonumber 
ovrr one thousand. T h e  whereabouts of 
few a r c  k n o w n  totlay, howevc-r. 'I'lir 
Nat ional  Academy of Design in New 
York acct,ptetl his first pictr~rrs for txllihit 
in 1840 and  then inclutled his work in 
f i f tecn subsequent  exhibi ts .  H e  was  
atlmittctl  t o  t h e  Nat iona l  Acadrmy's  
~ n ~ n i b e r s h i p  in 1842 as a n  associate, an 
u n ~ ~ s u a l  honor for so young an artist. 
Twicr  hc. exhihitt~tl at th r  Amrrican Art 
Ilnion. itlso in New York.ln 

O n e  of tlic most engaging chapters in 
tlir livc.s o f  Mr. itntl Mrs. C:harlcs Idan- 
rnan-who had  n o  chi l t l r rn of the i r  
own-began in 1872, w h t ~ i  they hc~c:tmc. 
rostt>r parents of a Jap:tnese girl ,  only 
stSven years old. Her  name was Ilrneka 
71'sucla, but she was always called Iimc. 
Slir and two otlicr young I:ttlirs, starit to 
t h r  I i n i t t d  Statc.s by t h e  cml)cXror of 
Japan, wrre the first Japitnrsr girls to he 
etluratt~tl in this muntry. An otttstimding 
scholar in privatr school in Washington 
ant1 at Bryn MawrCollegc, Iimerrturnetl 
to her ~ i r ~ t i v e  land ant1 1:tter fottntlt~tl the 
Tsuda School for Girls. .l'hr school be- 
c;tmt3 Tstttla Collrgc in  1900, and today 
is ;I univcsrsity. 

Ch;trlrs I-anman tlic*d o n  Monday ,  
M. ,ttch . . -1, 1895, in his h o ~ t s r  on  P Strcrt. 
Hcs was srventy-six years oltl. Actnrding 
to K:~tharirie M. Knox in hvr Stcrprisc 
Prr.so~tnlil ir.7 in (;rorgrtouln, D. C. ( 1958). 

th(- c;tusr of tl(~at11 ~vits hc~:trt tlisc~;~so. Af- 
t ( ~  ;I ftlller~tl schrvi(x* 011 W I ~ I ~ C I I  7, ~ : t s  
t)uric-tl in the Oak I lil l C:c.riic'tc't.y, Gtr)rgc- 
town, Wasliington, Distric.~ of<:olurnl)ia. 
His  ~o i f r ,  Atlclinc, who otttlivc~tl (:h;trlcs 
l)y solncS ninc*tc*cn years, is httriccl at his 
sitlr. # 

A. Frankenstein, William Sidney Mount 
(New York: H. N. Abrams Inc., 1975) p. 106. 
Mount, a nineteenth-century genre painter, 
was a longtime friend of Charles Lanman. 

2 Charles Lanman, "A Family 
Monologue," unpublished manuscript 

A perusal ol a collection of Lanman 
ancestral papers at the Detroit Public 
Library reveals no evidence of Marie Guie's 
"Indian blood." 

4 Lanman Papers, Department of Special 
Collections, Research Lihrary at the 
University of California at Los Angeles 

5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 lbid. 
8 Charles Lanman's library, inrluding 

hooks from his grandfather's and his father's 
fine collections, was auctioned in 1973 by 
Samuel T. Freeman 8c Company in 
Philadelphia. 

Lanman Papers, see note 4 above. 
lo Francis de S. Ryan, Crntrnnial of thr 

Whitr Housr Library, 1950 
11 Lanman Papers, see note 4 above. 
12 Charles Lanman, Recollrctions of 

Curious Characters and Pleasant Placrs, 
(Edinburgh: David Douglas, 1881) p. 224 

13 Mary C. Watkins, "'Charles Lanman, 
June 14, 1819-1895," Senior Thesis, George 
Washington IJniversity, 1968 

34 The largest collertion of Charles 
Lanman's papers is at the tlniversity of 
California at Los Angeles. 

I 5  Mary C. Watkins, see note 13 above. 
16 According to some sources, Charles 

Dickens and Washington Irving were 
entertained at Lanman's 3035 P Street 
residence. 

17 It was assembled from questionnaires 
Lanman had distributed. All the question- 
naire replies were sold at an aurtion a few 
years a=p;  the highest price paid for one, 
$16,000, was for Abraham Lincoln's, on 
which he had written in the space for 
education, "Deficient." For a time, Lanman 
owned the copyright for the dirtionary that 
was printed by Congress. This caused 
Horare Greeley to comment to him, "I do 
not see any book that Congress patronizes 
can be good for anything since it  cannot 
afford to tell unpleasant truths." 

'8 A major exhibit of Charles Lanman's 
paintings and sketches has rerrntly been 
assembled. More than sixty of his works are 
on display. It is by far the most exrmsive 
exhibit ol Lanman's art to date. The exhibit 
may be viewed at the Monroe County 
Historical Museum. Monroe. Michigan 
(until September 30, 1984). and at the 
Woodmere Art Gallery. Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania (Octoher 27, 1984 to January 
5, 1985). A handsome catalog of the exhibi~ 
may be obtained by writing to Harry F. 
Orchard, Curator, Morris Museum of Arts 
and Sciences, P. 0. Box 125, Convent, NJ 
07961 (price, including postage, is $ 6.00). 



Take a Writer Fishing 
by W. D. Wetherell 

W .  D. Wetherell has furnzshed u s  
wzth a pozgnant essay o n  wrzterr 
and fzshzng. It zs a chapter from 
hzs for thcomzng book ,  Vermont 
River, w h z c h  zs schedu led  for 
publzcatzon zn the  fall of1984 by 
Nzck L y o n s  Books. 

I dreamt last night that I was fishing 
with Joseph Conrad. We were on  the 
open stretch of the river above the first 
bridge. I was castlng a dry fly toward a 
shallow spot that couldn't possibly have 
held a trout; Conrad was shaking his 
head in disapproval, muttering some- 
thing in Polish that I couldn't under- 
stand. H e  was fishing with a handline, 
hauling it in over his shoulder as ~f it 
were an anchor rope, really straining- 
his fine beard was drenched in sweat. I 
would have liked to help him, but was 
too shy. More than anything, I wanted 
him to approve of the river and love it as 
much as I did. 

Too soon, he faded into Roger Maris. 
But so vivid was his image that when I 
woke u p  this morning, I went to the 
library to determine whether there's any 
record of his having fished. Had I put 
him on that trout stream by myself, or 
was there some half-remembered refer- 
ence to the sport buried away in Nos-  
tromo? 

I suppose I'm to blame. None of the 
novels or stories contain fishing scenes, 
and there's no mention of any interest in 
his autobiographical writings. In  the 
course of his maritime career, he must 
have known men who fished hard for 
their living, and fishing for fun must 
have smacked, to him, of affectation. 

Searching through Conrad, remember- 
ing the dream, I began trying to list all 
the great writers who are known to have 
been dedicated fishermen. It's a remark- 
ably short list, and I'm not sure why. Is it 
because great writers are too intellectual 
to take any interest in something so 

earthy as fishing? 1 don't think so-fly- 
fishing has always attracted a brainy sort, 
and among its practitioners are a great 
number of scientists, engineers, artists, 
and teachers. Is it because writers bear too 
complicated a burden of worry and con- 
cern to enjoy fishing's basic premise? 
This might be closer to it. Like any other 
human activity, fishing has its share of 
ironies, and perhaps the act of trying to 
fool a trout into thinking that a piece of 
feather and steel is a mayfly is fundamen- 
tally too absurd for a great mind to 
endure. Perhaps, also, writers with their 
torments know too well what it's like to 
have a barbed hook in their throat and 
have no wish to inflict the same torture 
on another harmless soul. 

Let's go down the list. Hemingway is 
first, if for no other reason than that his 
love for fishing was the most self-adver- 
tised. The  popular conception of Hem- 
ingway as a fisherman revolves around 
his days fishing off Cuba and the Keys on 
his beloved Pilar, with the kind of epic, 
day-long encounters with marlin that 
formed the basis of T h e  Old Man  and the  
Sea. While this kind of big-fish fishing 
with its competitiveness, its emphasis on 
sheer physical power and machismo, 
obviously meant a lot to Hemingway and 
revealed much that was fundamental in 
11is character, it doesn't present him in a 
particularly attractive light. Would it 
have been fun to beon thePzlarwith him, 
fishing the "great blue stream" of the 
Gulf? For a while, perhaps, then some- 
thing of a bore. Arnold Gingrich, his 
friend and publisher, claimed that "Er- 
nest was a meat fisherman.. . intensely 
competitive about his fishing, and a very 
poor sport." This seems like an accurate 
appraisal; it's fun to catch a big fish, but 
not if your manhood is being measured 
by how fast you reel him in. 

It 's the younger, not-yet-legendary 
Hemingway-the Hemingway who fished 
grasshoppers for trout-that's the appeal- 

ing one. The  golden moments of his boy- 
hood revolved around his trips to the 
lakes and streams of the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan, the locale of his "BigTwo- 
Hearted River." In this, and in his early 
journalism for the Toronto Star, there's a 
boyish sincerity and brightness that gives 
way to pontification twenty years later 
when he's writing about big game. In- 
cluded in his early journalism are ac- 
counts of streams he's visited in Canada 
and Europe, illuminated by the typically 
compact Hemingway style. Here's a man 
who can sum u p  the enchantments of a 
trout river in one beautiful phrase: "A 
pool whose moselle-colored water sweeps 
into a dark swirl and expanse that is blue- 
brown with depth and fifty feet across." 
Here's a man who has an eye for things 
other than trout, who can include in an 
account of a Swiss fishing trip mrdita- 
tions on  barmaids in station buffets, 
Napoleon's army in the St. Bernard pass, 
and the latest news in a trout-stained 
Daily Mail. This Heminway-the young 
man who hiked across theBlack Forest in 
the twenties with a rucksack and a fly rod 
anrl not  much else-is the one with 
whom I would have liked to fish. 

Thoreau is another writer it would be 
fun going out on the river with, though 
you'd have to be prepared for some trou- 
ble. I don't mean dealing with his re- 
served personality (Sonia Hawthorne 
said that taking his hand was like taking 
the hand of an elm), but with his ambi- 
valence toward fishing. Did he love ~t or 
hate it? 

Read his account of night fishing on 
Walden, and you'd swear no one ever 
loved the soort more. He tells of return- 
ing late to the pond from the village and 
spending the dark hours of midnight 
fishing from a boat, "communicating by 
a long flaxed line with mysteriou5 noc- 
turnal fishes.. . now and thrn feeling a 
slight vibration along it, ~ndicative of 
some life probing about its extremity, of 
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dull uncertain blundering pur1x)se there, 
and slow to make u p  its minrl." 

Thoreau, for all his talk of simplicity, 
was too complicaterl a man to leave it at 
that. As much as he enjoyetl fishing (we 
have that famous image of Thoreau play- 
ing the flute in his boat, charming the 
perch gathered about the bow), hc was 
convinced that he .shor~ldn't-that fish- 
ing, like hunting, was an irnportant 11ut 
essentially immature response to nature 
and its wonders, a pursuit for "embryo" 
man and not those attuned to the "higher 
laws." H e  puts down the fishcrlrien who 
come to Walden thus: "They might go 
there a thousand times before the secli- 
ment of fishing woulcl sink to the bottom 
a n d  leave their  p u r p o s e  pure." H r ' s  
equally hard o n  himself: "I have fount1 
repeatedly, of late years, that I cannot fish 
without falling a little in self-respect. I 
have tried it again and again. I have skill 
at i t . .  . but always when I havc~donc~1 f v c s l  

it would have been better i f  I had not 
f i s h e d . .  . w i t h  every year I a m  1t.s~ a 
fisherman.. . at present, I a m  n o  fisher- 
man at all." 

There's n o  apology at  all in that other 
great nineteenth-century writer, J o h n  
Burroughs. While Thoreat1 was at Wal- 
den deciding whether or not to fish, Bur- 
roughs was out o n  the Neversink, cele- 
brating trout f ishing with some of his 
happiest prose. "Trout strrams coursed 
through every valley my boyhood knew," 
he writes in his essay, "SpeckledTrout." 
H e  describes trips to the Dt,lawarc, Ron- 
dout ,  Beaverkill, and  Esopus-trips in 
which it was nothing for each fisherman 
to take a hundred trout. 

Burroughs had more insight into the 
sport than Thoreau. H e  claims he's sren 
more of woods and nature in  "threading 
my native streams for trout," than he 
would have in any other  way. Fishing 
"pitches one in  the right key" to accept 
nature;  t h e  f i sherman "is a kincl of 
vagran t  tha t  n o t h i n g  f e a r s . .  . a l l  h i s  

approaches  a re  gen t le  and  indirect." 
With this attitutle, fly sclrction is n o  
problem: "When you bait your  hook  
with your heart,  the fish always I~ite!" 
And later: "A certain quality of youth is 
i~~tlisy~c.nsable to the succrssful angler, a 
certain unworldliness ant1 readiness to 
invest vourself i n  a n  e n t e r t ~ r i s r  that  
clocsn't pay in the current coin." 

Washing ton  I r v i n g  fished some of 
those same Catskill streams. One  of the 
essays in his Skrtrlz B o o k ,  "The Angler," 
is a self-drprecatory account of his flirta- 
tion with trout.  Rcading  Isaak Walton 
has left him "stark mat1 [about fishing] as 
was ever D o n  Q u i x o t e  from read ing  
books of chiv:~lry." T h u s  intoxicatetl, he 
V C I I L L I ~ ~ S  out on  an Llpstate strt2;im with 
all the necessary accouterrrlcnts ("per- 
plexed with half a hundretl pockets") and 
hegins to cast. 

?'he results are meager. "For my part, I 
was always a bungler at all kinds of sports 
that rcquire either patience or adroit- 
ness . .  . I hooked mvself instead of the 
fish, tangletl my linc in every tree, lost my 
bai t ,  broke my rod  a n d  gave u p  the  
attempt in despair." Poor Irving! How 
wc can sympathize with him! Nothing 
tlaunted, he ends the day reading his 
beloved Walton under the shade of a gen- 
tle oak. "There is certainly something in 
angling," he concludes, " i f  we could 
forget, which anglers are apt to do, the 
cruelties and tortures inflicted on  worms 
and insects, that tends to produce a gen- 
tleness of spirit  and  a pure  serenity of 
mind." 

Irving's contemporaries were less fond 
of the sport. His  friend Sir Walter Scott 
described himself as " N o  fisher, but a 
wrll-wisher of the game." H e  must have 
known a little about the subject; there's a 
scene in Kfd,qauntlrt where Darsie Lati- 
mer dismisses Charles Cotton's writings 
as not being appl icable  to Highlands 
streams, then goes on to spin his version 
of the familiar barefoot-boy-out-fishing- 

sol~histicated-a11gIer story. Scott's dis- 
missal of Cotton is cchoetl in LordByron's 
p~~t-clown of Walton: "'I'hc quaint,  old, 
cruel coxcorn11 in his gullet; shoultl have 
a hook,  ant1 ;I s ~ n a l l  trout to p~111 it." 
T r n n y s o n ' s  poetry inc ludes  an  orca-  
sional refcrencr to fishing-:1111,arcntly 
ht. shared with Burroughs anti Irving the 
opinion that it was good for the soul to 
engage in something so ;~bsolutely un- 
r ronomic .  "Lusty t rou t  to  h im werr  
script iund share; anti Imbbling waters 
more than cent for cent." 

T o  find the real angling poet, you have 
to move ahead forty years to Yeats. It's 
funny about him. Thercx's n o  mention of 
any fishing trips in his autobiography, 
and yet he wrote some of the finest poetry 
o n  t h e  subject  ex tan t .  T h e r e ' s  " T h e  
Fisherman": "Although I car1 see him 
still, the freckled man who goes, to agrey 
place o n  a h i l l ,  i n  grey C o n n e m a r a  
clothes, a t  dawn to cast his flies"; and 
" T h e  S o n g  of Wander ing  Aengus": 
"Because a fire was i n  my h e a d . .  . I 
dropped the berry in a stream, and caught 
a little silver trout." 

Reading Yeats, you come to the conclu- 
sion that what he really loved was the 
sound of the word trout and the pastoral, 
innocent image it conveyed. T o  him, 
trout were like fairies in  the Irish hills- 
something you thought well of without 
wishing to actually catch. In  all the fish- 
ing in  print, has there ever been a more 
magical l ine than the o n e  from " T h e  
Stolen Child?" "We seek for slumbering 
trout, and whispering in their cars, Give 
them unquiet dreams." 

If Yeats is the epitome of the mystical 
fisherman, then Chekhov is the personi- 
fication of the earthy one. N o  great writer 
ever loved fishing more. Nina, speaking 
of the writer Trigorin in T h r  Seagull, 
could easily have been describing Chek- 
hov himself. "And is it not wonderful 
that a famous writer, the darling of the 
public, mentioned daily in  the papers 



. . . should spend his wholc day fishing 
and be delighted because he has caught 
two chubb." 

Chekhov would havc been a good man 
to fish with-caring nothing for ortho- 
doxy, whether i n  literature o r  fishing, 
and having that rare ability to forget he's 
a great man. Fishing was a wclcome di- 
version from the cares of literature and 
mctlicirir; thc rnomrnt hc 1)ought his 
country czst;~tc at Mrlikhovo i r i  1892, hc 
l ~ r g a n  stocking his pontls with tcnc.11 
irril~ortrd from Moscow in gliiss j:irs. 'l'ri- 
gorin,  the hemused writer ~ t ~ i n ~ l ~ l i r ~ ~  
a l ~ o u t  otller people's lives c.arrying a 
notebook and a fishing rotl, is in some3 
1);irt C:hckhov's wry latrgh :tt liirnsclf. ( I  
saw a ~ ) c ~ r f o ~ - ~ n a n c r  of T h r  Srngtcll rrc.csnt- 
ly irl which Trigorin-;I man fishing a 
L ~ r m  pontl for chuhh-arrird the kind of 
hugr  saltwater rot1 Zanr C;r:iy might havc 
uscd, thcrcby making lutlic.ro~~s what was 
othc~rwisc~ :I line protluc.t ion.) 

Chckhov's real fishing mastcrl)iccc is a 
Irsser-known story rallrd "Fish." It 1)c:u.s 
thc simplest of plots. Brr~isirn, a ~,c:is;irlt, 
is w o r k i n g  by the. rivcr pr-cparing a 
I~athing shed whcn hrk grabs ;I hugr  fish 
that's hiding untlttr sorrlr willow roots. 
Othr r  1)ras:lnts comr over antl  off(,^- their 
actvicr on how to land hinl ("But why do 
you krcy poling with your hiund?" crirs 
the  h u n c h b a c k  I,ul)inl, sh ivc~r ing  :as 
though in a frvrr. "You bloc.khratl! Holtl 
him, hold him, o r  rlsr Iir'II g(.t away, thr  
anathema! Hold him. I tell yori!"). 'I'hc 
matter isn't resolvctl unt i l  t h r  master 
himself, Andrey Anclrcitc.h, hrars t h r  
commotion and joins the fun. 

'A farnous eel-IIOLII,' rnuttors Ycfirn, 
scratching untlrr his shoulclrr blatlcs. 'I'll 
l)e bound it weighs ten pountls.' 

'Mm . . . ycs,' thr  rnastrr ;tsscmts. "I'hr 
liver is fail-ly swollcn! I t  srcms to stand 
ou I! Aach! ' 

T h e  fish makes ;I sudden, uric-sl)cctrtl 
upw:ud rnovernr~it with its tail ant1 the 

fishc~.nit~n 1ir;tr a lout1 spl:~sli. . . they all 
1)ut out tlic~ir liantls, IILII it is too latr; they 
hiivr srcn tlir last of th r  rrl-pout. 

It's all thcrr-thr simplr t~scitenient of 
i t ,  t h r  suspense, tht, climax, and t h r  
i ~ n n i r d i a t c  an t ic l imax .  Chckhov  has  
always 1)r.cn rrgardcti as the writt,r's wri- 
ter, and 11ased on the insights ht~shows in 
this story, lir was thc fishcrrn:un's fishrr- 
Inan as we'll. 

'I'. I I .  Whitr  was :unothrr writcr who 
had a n  uncanny illsight into fish ant1 
f'ishing. Wr Iiiivc. thiit masterful sccne in 
Tl lr  Sziior~l ill lllr Sto~1r whrrr  th r  Wart, 
thr  y o u ~ i g  King Arthur, is transformed 
into a tcsnc-h 11y Merlin so he may swim 
a l~out  the castlc moat and cornplctc~ his 
ctlric.iition anlong the fish, ncxrly being 
sw:~llowctl by a pike in the ~)rocc~ss. Whito 
had :I great natural affinity with animals, 
l)irtls, ant1 lish; nature was a balm for thr  
torrnents of his inncsr life, offering him 
the c.oml~anionship h r  coulcl nrver find 
with another human. White-with his 
falconc~cr's l~aticnce-woult1 have heen a 
rnt~thotlical fisherman and a learned onr;  
he ant1 Chckhov coultl have taught each 
othcr a lot. 

With White, the list nmrs its cnd. (It 
co~rl(l I)(, r~xtc~ntlrd, though, I)y including 
c.orltrrnpora'.y fiction writers like Wil- 
l iam Humphr- ry ,  N o r m a n  Maclean,  
Kic.hartl Brautigan, :inti 'l'oni McGuanr. 
~>eol)le who havr writttm ahoiit fishing in 
imaginative ;~nt! original ways.) Looking 
1,ack on  thrs write-rs rricntionrd, several 
n:urirs stick out by their ahscncc-writers 
whose* silrncc~ on  fishing is in  some ways 
21 surprise. 

'I'akc Mrlvillr, for instance. Hc~re's a 
man who in itloby Dick gavc us what is 
i~rgual)ly (11c. I~rs t  "fishing" story cvcr 
wri t tcn (Mclvi l lc ,  r rmc~mbcr ,  insisted 
that th r  whalr was a ji.c.11). and yet there 
ii1.c only thrce or four vague rcfcrc~ices to 
fishing in his cmtirc o u t ~ ~ u t ,  and they're 

all loss than memorable. Take this poem 
from Mnrdi: 

Fish, fish, we :ire fish with red gills; 
Naright disturhs us, our blood is zero; 
Wc arc buoyant be<-ause of our  bags; 
Bring many, each fish is a hero. . . 

W l ~ i c h  is ;I lorig way from Yeats. But it's 
casy to undcrstanrl why Melville wasn't a 
fishrrman. To anyone who had clung to 
thr  sides of a whale boat on  a Nantucket 
sl'igh ride, catching ten-inch Berkshire 
trout rnust have serrnrd pretty tame. 

Dickens is another novelist you might 
have rxpccted to write about fishing, if 
for n o  othcr reason than that he seems to 
have writtrn about cvcrythingelse. There 
arr  n o  anglers among his characters, not 
cvcn among the sporting Pickwickians. 
Dickrns does, however, hold an honorary 
1)l:ic.r in the angling hall of fame. T h e  
Dolly Vardrn trout is named after the ir- 
rcprcssible Dolly Vardrn o f  Bnrnahy 
Iiz~dgr, " t h ~  very impc~rsonat ion of good- 
huniour and bloorriing beauty.. . giddy, 
flirtatious ant1 coquettish." 

Robctrt Frost should by rights be a n  
;inglcr. Of alI the greats so far mentioned, 
he's the only one who might have known 
thy rivers I love, and I regret there's n o  
rccortl in his poetry of any involvement. 
Ernest Poole ,  t h e  novelist w h o  was 
Frost's Frarlconia Notch neighbor, men- 
tions in a reminiscence that Frost liked to 
go fishing in the spring, but these ex- 
pctlitions left n o  trace in his work. I n  his 
collecteti poems thcre is only one refer- 
cncr to fishing. It comes in "The Moun- 
ta in" whcre  thc  local farmer,  i n  ex- 
plaining his relationship to the moun- 
tain that risrs behind his farm, says "I've 
been o n  the  sides, D e e r - h u n t i n g  a n d  
trout-fishing.. . " And that's it for Robert 
Frost .  T h e r v  a re  n o  hymns  to New 
Hampshi re  trout streams, n o  recollec- 
tions of fishing trips in th r  Green Moun- 
tains-his Hyla Brooks are always fish- 



H e m i n L p a y  and Faulkner  as .seen by illustrator Allan Hassall  

less. Like Conrad, he knew too well the 
hard work that went into wresting a liv- 
ing from nature to spare much attention 
to people w h o  went to the woods for 
sport. 

And what  about  Wil l iam Faulkner? 
Why didn't he leave us a fishing equiva- 
lent of "The Bear?" H e  livcd in a region 
where fishing was a way of life, and he 
must have listened to his share of fishing 
stories during his spell of purgatory at 
the local post office. Mississipy~i is bass 
country-the stories would have been of 
monster l a rgemout l~s  caught  o n  frogs. 
And while these were the kind of (Ira1 
legends Faulkner thrived on,  he nt3vcr got 
around to writing as lovingly about fish- 
ing  as he did of hunting. 

There  i s  o n e  account of F a ~ t l k n ~ r ' s  
interest in fishing, and it's a poignant 
and moving one. After his death in 1962, 
his neighbors in Oxford put their rc,col- 

lections of the man they called Bill into ;t 
book. Among the contributions is one by 
J .  Aubrey Seay in which lic descl.ibes 
meet ing Faulkner  by a I ;~kr  four days 
before thr  great writct. '~ death. Svay was 
going fishing, ancl he askctl Farllkncr if 
lie would like to come along. Faulkner- 
~ ~ o l i t e l y  declinetl-he wasn't feeling u p  
to it-hut asked if he could sit and watch 
them fish through binoculars. 

I'vc thought of that scencoften latcly- 
the great man I.)~tndlcd u p  against the 
death that was around the corner, staring 
out over the lake's surface with an olcl 
pair of binoculars, trying one last time to 
watch and learn. I think of Sray casting 
lor bass from the bow of that I~oat ac.ross 
the lake-of how fishermen can nevrr 
know when thc,y're posing for somtsoncx 
who might just possibly makr them ctcsr- 
nal. I picturca myself on the rivrr u n d r ~ .  
that  doomed,  al l -seeing gazc, ant1 it 

makm rnc3 cztst ;I little more carefully, 
t l o i ~ ~ g  everything in s lou~  motion so that 
Rill 1;aulkncr-his h:~nds trembling on  
thr  binoc.~tlars-~tn gcst it right. $ 

Ti1 i.s is ViInller 1). TWrtllrrrll'.~ first 
c o n t r i h ~ ~ t i o n  l o  Thrs  American Fly 
Fisher. H i s  fir.c.1 noz~r l ,  Souvenirs, Tons 
p1~bl i~11ed i n  1981 by Kandonz  t f o u s e .  
IJi.7 short  .stories and articlrs kaile 
appeared i n  t h e  Atlantic, t h e  New 
York Times, and o ther  nat ional  
P7~blicntion.s. T700 of 11i.s .short stories 
harw 71!0?1 O ' H e n r y  azoards. H e  
cztrrently rr.sir1r.s in T1wtford, I'rrmont. 

") 1984 by W. D. Wetherell. Reprinted 
by permission of Nick 1,yons Books 
frorn I ' rrn~ont  Rii!rr.  



Museum Opens 
The American Museum of Fly Fishing opened its 

new exhibition gallr.rics on May 26, 1984. In our  next .. - a .  issue, wc'll take you on a gallery tour in full color. For 
the time being, since the color pages in this issue were 
long ago committed, here are some scenes from the 
opening p a r ~ y  hcld for trustecBson June 2, together with 
solnc news pertaining to our  rccrnt opening. 

After a t r~ i l y  herculean effort o n  the part of the 
museum staff ancl volunteers (our gallery renovation 
was accomplishctl in thc rniddlc o f  our  busy spring- 
:luction season), the exhi1)its and labels wcre finally in 
place, the new signs wcre installed on thegrounds, and tllr C ~ i . s h r ~ r r  

Exhibit  the doors were open. O n  Sunday, May 27, we hosted a 
rec.cption for members of the community in order to 
acquaint them with the Museum. This  wasattended by 
morc than a hundretl people, all of whom seemed to be 
wonderfully impressed t)y our  new facility. T h c  next 
reception was held on June 2, this time for trustees and 
a few guests. Following :I joyous celebration in the new 
galleries (our permanent home, at last, after sixtecn 
years in temporary quarters), we strolled across the 
street for a sumptuous buffet at the 181 1 House, whcrc 
the cclcbration lasted well into the evening. 

Among our honored guests on that day was Mrs. 

, /~rlir,  (;oak cit~tl ~ S - I ~ . S / P C  C1rri.s Cook 
i71 Irorzl o/ orlr 01 ollr rrc.1 dr.sf11ny.s 

,- ,. -' 

1)inlfcc 1\1orl~y, f i t l f tor  crrztl 
Z-rc.ttt,r I)nilid Ia(,dli t~,  
cctrtl T o 1 1 1  Alorlr\l 



New Galleries! 
Marion W. G. Plcissnc.r, with whose gracious coopera- 
tion we were a l ~ l c  to p u t  together An Ogtlen Pleissner 
Retrosl)c~c.tivc-:t~~ cxl ) i l ) i t io~~ o f  twenty-seven original  
works I)y the latc artist and fricnd of the Museum. 
Portions o f  this cxhi l~i t  will he o n  display through our  
annual  meeting in Manc.hester o n  Scptc,mber 8. 

The, I'lr~issnc-r c.xliil)i~ is in :~dtlition to more tl.atli- 
tionill tlisplays o f  nu~ i i c rous  i tc~iis  frorn orcr cstcnsivc 
c.ollcction of fly-fishing artif':~c.ts and memorabilia. Also 
o n  v i c ~ ,  ;IS ;I s1)cc.i;1l exhibit is :I s an l l~ l ing  from thc 
I'a1)ulous c.ollcc.tion c.rr:ttctl l ~ y  William Citslincr, for- 
merly of M:~nh:~tt:rn ant1 now of Ingonish, Nova Scotia. 
Some mcmhcrs rri:~y rcc.aI1 the castt-aortlinal-y rxhi1)it of 
Mr. Cuslincr's f r : ~ ~ ~ ~ c d ,  liistoric. flies at T h e  Amcric-an 
Museum of Natural History in New York a num1)er o f  
ycius ago. Rill (;ushncr agrccrl last wintc~r t o  a sl)c~c.ial 
loan cx11il)ition :it o u r  I I I I ~ S ~ [ I I T I ,  whic-h will rr.rn:~in o n  
display unti l  next sjxing.  

In the few wccsks since o u r  tloors havr been open,  
~vc'vc hat1 visits 1)). pcoplo frorn more than twenty-eight 
st:ttes :11ic1 seven c.oi~ntrics. We :11so 11;tvc taken in more 
than one  thousand rlollat.s in c.on1ributions at  thrdoor .  
.I't.~tIy a l i ap l~y  c.onil)ination. # 

- . J o I ~ N  MERWIN 



Notes 
and 
Comment 
Pleissner Book O n  Sale 

D. ,I\  . '  1t1 R. C;odinr of Kosto~t ,  ~vitl(sly 
k11on.11 as ;I ~ )~ t l ) l i shr r  of fin(, 1)ooks. has 
;t~ino~rricrtl thc 1,uI)lic.ation of Tlrr/Irt  of 
Ogrlr~tr 1'lr~i.s.ozrr 1)). P r t c ~  Rorgh. 'I'lic. 120- 
1);tgcs 1)ook is 1 2 "  s 11"  ;til(l fratrtrc~s 105 
illustr;ttions in c.olor. All thrcsc-ctlitions of 
I he  I ~ o o k  ;irr a v ; ~ i l a l ) l t ~  for ~ ~ u r c ~ l i a s r  
through the Museum. .I'hr tracl(~ c,dition 
is ;~\~;til:tl~le for $15. A limitcsd rdition of 
,100 c.opics fc,aturrs a diffrrrnt c.loth t~ ind-  
ing ,  is s ignrt l  ant1 num1)rrc.d 1)y t h r  
;tuthor, and c.ont:tins i t  srtitcs of foursnl;rll 
p r in t s  (orlcs fronl cbac.h src.tiorl of the 
I)ook). ~1'11~~ l i~ni t r t l  rclition 1)ricc is $150. 
.I'hcrr is a lso it d r l u s c ~  c~clition of 400 
c.ol)ics, I)oitncl in  ( l u ; t r t ( ~  Irathrr ,  slip- 
c.asrcl, signcstl :tncl nt t~nl)r~~rcl  1)y Marion 
I'l(~issncr, with th(. suitca of four sm;tll 
1)rints. Th is  rtlition inc.lutlc~s a scal,;tl.atr, 
1111~)11l)1isllrcl sl)orti~lg 1)1,i11t l)y MI,. I'lriss- 
ncbr ("Rig Fish Kisca"), n~ tn~l )c~~.c~t l  ant1 c.s- 
[;It(. taml)ctcl. .I'hv t l t . l ~ t s c ~  c . t l i t i o t l  ~ ) t ' i c ' c a  is 
$500. 

M(~nil)c~~-s \\.ill 1x8 ~~otil'ic.tl o f  this offr~.  
1)y mail. I'roc.cctls o f  s;~lt.s rht.or1g11 t h ~  
Musc*uni 31-r to I)rnc.l'it th(- Mttsc.r~m's 
gcwc*ral f t t r i c l .  In the c.;tscb of li~tiitc~cl and 
t lc . l r t s r  rclitions. n . c b  suggrst that yokt 
ortl(*~. r;trly. Kooks \ \ , i l l  I)(. av;til;tl)lr for 
shil)111c*nt i l l  c.;trly Nov(~1111)et.. Makr yottr 
c-h(*c.k l)ayal)lc to 'I'hc* Anlrri(.;t~l MUS(-IIIII 
o f  Fly Fishing. 

Letters to the Editor 

.Ii) thr  Eclitor: 
Ill r r s ~ ~ o I l s r  to yotrr (~ll(~oLlKtg(~ITl~311t of 

1rttc1-s to yo11 its ~nrn t ion(~( l  in "On t11r 
Dr;rtving Ro;trtl," \r)l. I I, no. 1.  I srnd a 
vcSl-y early rrfrrrnc.r (c.irc.;t 700 KC:.) (.on- 
c.rrning l)ro1)(*r w;tcling. \vlli(.ll 1 li;t~c' not 
srcn nic~ntionrcl in thcvarious historirs of 
:tngling a\,ail:tl)lcn t o  lllcb. I t  oc.c.ut.s in linrs 
737-74 1 of lI(.siotl, ".I'hc* Works a n d  
D. , .". <I) 5 . 

( ~ ~ l c l l n ? l l ; ~ ~ , g  711nl('?'. 
For if orrr 710ndf.s ( I  ri7l('r ~itncrnslrad of 

Irn,rrl.s n ~ r d  ~c~rrc~ci.vlrt~rl of z~lir~k~rl~rr.s.s, tlrc 

Did He or Didn't He? 

In rlolunlc 8, nzit71b~r I of'I'hr Ameri- 
can Fly Fishcr, A ' P ~ I ) I C / / I  S I i~z i ln lok~r ,  a 
1)anirI I.l/pb.vtrr .sc.lrolnr n71rl profr.~.sor of 
Iristory at 1)nrtniozillr C o l l ~ g r ,  pr~.trntrrl  
s t r o n g ,  cirrtcnr.stn)rtic~I c r ~ i d e ~ r c r  tha t  
rrfz~trd t l r ~  lrgr)ld of IT'(,O.ster cnfchi?ig n 
fourtcr~~-n71d-n-l1nIf-~)ozir1d, roorld-rrrord 
/)rook lrozcl ill 1-orrg Isln~rd's Cnrn~ans  
Ri71rr (fornlr.rly sprllrrl  zcritlr an  npos-  
trophc).  T h c  ~7'('11!, zcrlriclr pzirportrdl?~ 
look plncr in  18.27, cntr ~ 1 0 2 1 1  prrlrnps Dr 
firnily pztl l o  rrsl. Tlrr jollozoing Irllrr, 
r?ltillrrl ' 'A  T r z ~ r  Fish Story," (ipprnrrd in  
thr Spirit of t1ic. 'I'i~ncss, Srp / r l?~ l ) r r  14. 
1878, n7rcl .szip/~orl.s S l ~ c z ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n / i c r ' s  thrsis. 
Il'lrilr 111r Irl lrr' .~ r~rrcrc~ity cnn~rol br rn.c.- 
ill1 ~ ~ r r i f i r d ,  i f  nc.c.oli,rls nir.rly for all tltr 
rl(,lail.s Irrrrloforr (rs.soci(i t~d zi~itlr tlrr 
Il'r.b.sfrr l ( ~ ~ o 7 1 0 .  

DKAR SI'IRIT: 0 1 1  t11r so i~ t l l  side of 
Long Isl:tntl, whrrr  the north shore of the 
Great Soutll Kay turns sutlclrnly south. 
allti runs in that tlirrc.tion two or  three 
miles, until that shrrt of w:ttc.r narrows to 
thr  tlistanc.~ o f  ;I gunshot to the outer 
1)eac.h. tml)tic*s C;:trrn:un's Rivrr, flowing 

~or1.s nrr ozilrngcrl at Ilinz, and g ir~r  hirn 
/ ) n i ~ ~  for lhr  ftclzirr. 

Ilr.siorl, Kic.ha~.d I,;ttt irnol-c, tl.anslator 
Ilnivcsrsity of Mic-hig;tn, 1959 

1'1). 105- 107 

FI'hough Nrsiod was not writing sl,c.cifi- 
(.ally alx)ut fishing, he was obviously rr- 
fvrring to ;ill w:rding for any purl,osc., 
which  inclutlcs a n g l i n g .  T h e  in i t i a l  
;tctivitics of c.ontc~mplation and petition 
arcs still c,onirnonly clonr 1)y Inany fly fish- 
ers. Who knows what luck will follow 
when tllr a1)lutions are  ~ ~ e r f o r n i e d  as 
wctl I! 

Sinc.rrrly, 
Way~i r  H. Rorgrs, M.D. 
C:hic;tgo, Illinois 

into this "I~ight." I t  is, :tntl hits brrn [I-on1 
timr inlnlc.nloria1, the h o ~ n r  ant1 nursrry 
of Long Islarltl trout. 

In tlir clays of D;tnirl Wrhstt-I.. Philip 
Honc.. W,tltc~r Kow~it-, ;tneI o t h ( ~ s  of t11;tt 
ilk. Sarn <:;trr~l;t~i's was onc-of thr  promi- 
ncsnt plac.css on  thcs Sortth Sitlc. to ~rnl)rnd, 
"Whtsrr t h r  ~r ic .krd c.c;tsc.d from trou- 
Ill ing. ant1 the, nrcS;try wc3rcS at rest." Hcrrs 
M. . ' '11 tln Van Kure11 and John  were wont to 
rrsort , and Sc-wart1 Stc~vc~ns, of Hohokcm 
(who ncsvcsr tltrc~+r a fly until he was forty 
years of age), cwsnarrd the* sl)ccklrd hrau- 
ticts, whic.11 thc  Sage- of l i inderhook ,  
Prince* John.  ; t r l t l  o thrr  monl)rrs of thr  
Suffolk <:lul), r;trc~Iy f:tilrd to ~ ~ l j o y  and 
al,l)rrc.iatr. C:arnl;in's has ;I history, :tnd 
o n r  ft.;trtrrc. of i t  is a trout of 14'2 11)s. 
wright . 

In 1828 o n r  of his nrgrors obsrrvc.d an 
unusual  c.ornmotion in t h r  deep 1)ool 
Ijelow the rnill cI;i~n, ;tnd rc81,orted thr  fact 
to Mr. (:arnl;tn, who fountl upon rxami- 
nation that i t  c~ontainrcl ;I fish of unttsu:tl 
size. Ol)t;tini~ig a srtit;tl,lr neat and ;lid, ht, 
suc.crc~drd in st.curine i t  ;tlive. and it was 
kel~t  in a I ) ( ~ I ~  cx~nstr~tctrtl for that l,ur- 
~x)st\  sotnc- wc~'ks, to satisfy the curiosity 
of sonic. a~lcl tht. inc~rrtl~rlity of othrrs. Its 
frtmcn sl)r(~;t(l ;tfar, ; t ~ i c I  it was l ~ r o ~ ~ o ~ r n ( . ( ~ d  
Ily jut1gc.s a I.ong 1sl;tnd I)I-ook trout. In 
tlur tinicn I711c.lr Sam concluded to srntl i t  
to Phi l ip  Hone,, wtltrr Kowne, and oth- 
cars. who had oftrn 1)c.c.n his g~tests from 
thta city, first ~)l;tc.ingit against thcwall of 
an outl~uiltling ; I I I ~  m;rrking thrreon its 
outline-s. .I'hat fish was thr occasion of ;I 
f(-:rst that would h:rvc> clone n o  tliscredit to 
1,~tcullus. ;tnd a fund of f 100 was raisrd 
and scsnt to the donor. 

Al)o~rt that titnca a chm-ell was rrc.ctctl 
n e w  Mr. C;trnlan's house, and  Phi l ip  
Honr.  c.ol)ying tlir outlincs of thc trout. 
h;td its countcbrpart c:rrvetl and gildrd I)y 
;In artist, as ;I vanr for the spire, of a n  
rs;tggrratrd size, howcver, so as to al)lw;tr 
n;ttural whcn vie-wrd fr-om below. For 
fifty yews i t  stood watch and w;trtl, nevcSr 
turning in vain, until yiclding to timr's 
inro:rcls, and a galr of wind, it fell to tlics 
grouncl, ant1 is now in thr possession o f a  
son-in-law of Mr. (:arman's, who tlrsigns 
i t  for the Long  Islirnd Historical Soc.icsty. 

From thr  ottt1inc.s of this c.x;~ggrr;rted 
mcsnicsnto, was thcs sprrimen of a trout 
clrawn rshi1)itrtl  a t  the, Womcn's Art 
D(-l);wtmc,nt o f  the Cooper I lnion,  hy onrs 
of rhr ~)trl)ils. Without this exl)lan;ttion. 
i t  might I)(% pronor~nccd untrue to nzttrtre; 
with it, is h;ts I)rcn pronoimced c.orrrSct in 
form, dctail, and shatling, by on(. of the 
thrc~s living ~ ~ i t ~ ~ c s s e s  of t h r  origin;tl, 
who is tlou1)ly cl~ralified, having I)(Y,II 
c~ng;tgc~cI many yrars in trout c~t l t  ~rrcr. H r  
has this c.ortnttarfri t I,rrsrntrntBnt in 1)os- 
sc.ssion, :tntl to him I arn indrl)trtl for my 
infornl;ttion, ;tnd those who know N;t- 
tll;tnic~l Millrr, of Rrookhavrr~, L.I., will 
nrc-cl n o  otllrr guarantrr of thcir su1)st;tn- 
t i ; t l  trutlifrtlnc~ss. SAI.MO I;ONTINAI.IS. g 



Books 
What the Trout Said 
by Datus C. Proper, foreword by 
Vincent Marinaro. Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York, 1982, 273 pages, $16.50 

The firm of Alfred A. Knopf has favored 
American angler-readers with some good 
fishing books over the years. Datus C. 
Proper's What the Trout Said will not 
embarrass the company it keeps, although 
I doubt that it will give it a great deal of 
new luster. 

This is a how-to book built around an 
idea (a gimmick?) that is touted by the 
publisher as new, by the writer of the 
foreword as a welcome change after five 
hundred years of error, and by the author 
as a departure "from tradition." These 
are overstatements. however. The  "tradi- 
tion" is about a hundred years old, not 
five hundred, and it is a historical acci- 
dent, not  a tradit ion.  T h e  idea itself 
merely seems new to those who do not 
know their own history. It is, in brief, a 
structure based in function ("design") 
that is to be preferred over fidelity to 
established fly pattern. 

Pattern (especially patterned color) is, 
as Proper correctly shows, a bugaboo of 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
Earlier writers, those he mentions (Stew- 
art and Pritt), as well as many he does 
not, were aware of the importance of 
design under other names-although 
not, obviously, of many of Proper's own 

designs. Unlike him, however, they were 
regionally localized, even parochial, and 
reading them today we cannot get the 
valuable variety of fly designs that Proper 
offers in the soundly reasoned book. He 
has fished in many places and under 
many conditions, and his great strength 
is his catholicity. Unlike many-perhaps 
most-modern how-to writers, he does 
not push a single fly type like a peddler of 
patent medicine; rather, after building a 
careful foundation of anecdote and anal- 
ysis, he offers a spectrum of "designed" 
wets and dries, sedges and mayflies, ter- 
restrials, and nymphs (no  streamers or 
bass bugs). He is careful to give credit to 
other people where it is due, and he is 
modest in his claims for his own innova- 
tions. This is a book to read, then, pri- 
marily for its sound advice on fly con- 
struction. 

It is not, alas, a book to read for its 
historical rigor. The  word "research" is 
used in the foreword, but there is a great 
difference between having read widely 
and actually conducting research. Omit- 
ted from the bibliography, for example, 
are such names as Bowlker, Salter, Tay- 
lor, Stoddart, Lawrie, and Ogden. In 
addition, the text contains such question- 
able statements as, "Traditional British 
wet flies, for stream-fishing, wereusually 
small. . . ." (although a few pages later it 
notes Cotton's mockery of fat London 
flies); "Early American wet flies were 
larger . . . "; and "American flies evolved 

in the Catskills. . . ." This magazine (The 
American Fly Fisher) is cited in both bib- 
liography and text, but apparently only 
for what Proper calls "more detailed his- 
tory," by which I think he means what I 
call "history." 

Proper writes a readable prose, and 
Knopf has produced a fairly typo-free 
text. More careful editing might have 
eliminated the occasional dangling par- 
ticiple and the murky references. ("The 
flies are bigger than the ones used in Ire- 
land: size 12, even 10. This does not work 
often.") I think it should have been 
expected of a modern publishing house, 
too, that it encourage the writer to elimi- 
nate inane sexist passages. ("My dun, all 
fancied u p  in a tight sweater with the 
braless look." That  may not be viewed as 
sexist by some, but would he have written 
"My dun, all fancied u p  in a gold jock- 
strap with a cute moustache?") T h e  
author is a Foreign Service officer and 
may live, for all I know, in some holdout 
of exclusive maleness, but fly fishers, 
readers, and editors are often female 
nowadays. Let's put the sexual ha-ha's in 
the attic with the Calcutta rods. 

Proper's title refers to the invented 
"conversations" with trout that are 
sprinkled through the book. His intent, 
apparently, was either to dramatize or 
symbolize his very rich streamside expe- 
rience. They make my teeth ache, but 
other readers may just love them. Any- 
way, it's a nice title. § -KEN CAMERON 



Join the Museum 
Membership Dues: 

Associate $ 20 
Sustaining $ 30 
Patron $ I00 
Sponsor $ 250 
Life $1000 

Membership includes a subscription 
to The American Fly Fisher. 
Please send your application to the 
membership secretary and include 
your mailing address. 
T h e  Museum is a member of the 
American Association of Museums 
and the American Association 
for State and Local History. 
We are a nonprofit, educational 
institution chartered ~ l n d e r  the laws 
of the state of Vermont. 

Support the Museum 
As a n  independent, nonprofit institution, 
T h e  American Museum of Fly Fishing 
must rely o n  the generosity of public- 
spirited individuals for 5~1bstantial 
support. We ask that you give 
our  institution serious consideration 
when planning for gifts and bequests. 

Back Issues of The 
American Fly Fisher 
T h e  following back issues are 
available at  $4.00 per copy: 
Volume 5, Numbers 3 and 4 
Volume 6, Numbers 1, 2, 3 and  4 
Volume 7, Numbers 2, 3 and 4 
Volume 8, Numbers 1, 2, 3 and  4 
Volume 9, Numbers 1, 2 and  3 
Volume 10, Numbers 1, 2 and 3 
Volume 11, Numbers 1, 2 

The 
American 
Museum 

Fly Fishing 
Post Office Box 42 
Manches ter 
Vermont 05254 

Museum News 
Annual Meeting 
September 8 

O u r  annual business meetings (one for 
members, followed by a trustres meeting) 
have been scheduled for Saturday, Sep- 
tember 8, in Manchester. Meeting notices 
and proxies will g o  in the mail shortly. 
We urge every member and trustee who 
won't be able toattend to return his or her 
proxy well in advance of the meeting. As 
usual. the museum staff stands readv to 
assist with accommodations and reserva- 
tions. Please call o r  write if you need 
assistance. We note also that this is a n  
excellent time for fishing the Battenkill 
a n d  other  area streams. Tricorythodr.~ 
mayflies should still be hatching on  the 
main  river, a n d  afternoon hatches of 
small Blue-Winged Olives may also have 
started by that time. T h i s  year our annual 
meeting will be followed by the annual  
Manchester auction. 

Staff Changes 
We're delighted to report that as of the 

Museum's opening, Paula Wyman has 
joined us as executive assistant/recep- 
tionist. Her  desk is in  the gallery area, so 
the galleries are  monitored constantly 
during open hours. She worked with us  
many years a g o  o n  a commercial fly- 
fishing publication and is a competent 
angler in  her own right. Her pleasant 
smile and  welcoming manner have al- 
ready w o n  her  m a n y  fr iends a m o n g  
museum visitors, and we're confident the 
m e m b e r s h i p  wil l  en joy  m a k i n g  her  
acquaintance by mail o r  in person. 

We are sorry to say that Diana Morley, 
copyeditor of this magazine and our  part- 
time receptionist, has left the area as of 
August. A change i n  jobs has taken the 
Morleys from Manchester to the Boston 
area. Her ready wit and sharp pencil has 
saved many a cloudy day here a t  the 
Museum. Fortunately, we expect tomake 
use of her sharp pencil (at least) in ongo- 
ing fashion by mail, and  she will con- 
tinue to be involved in the production of 
the magazine. 

F ina l ly ,  a n d  by n o  means  leastly, 
Museum Trustee Dick Finlay has joined 
our  staff as part-time associate curator. 
Dick has been involved with the Museum 
since it was first es~ablished in 1968. His  
knowledge of fly-fishing, tackle, and the 
industry is invaluable as we continue to 
build our  collection and answer a grow- 
ing stream of inquiries from the member- 
ship and  others. 

Auctions 
MANCHESTER ACTCTION 
SEPTEMBER 8 

For many years, our  annual  Manches- 
ter museum auction was held in conjunc- 
tion with theAnnual Meeting. Somehow, 
in recent years the dates became separ- 
ated, and this year we renew theold tradi- 
tion. T h e  auction/dinner will commence 
at  6 p.m. with a cash bar at theAvalanche 
Motel on  Route 11/30 in Manchester, fol- 
lowed by a delicious buffet and the auc- 
tion itself. Preliminary catalogs, invita- 
tions, and absentee bid forms will be dis- 
tributed by mail shortly. As ever, raffle, 
door prize, and auction items are needed. 
For information or to donate items, call 
or write to Dick Finlay at  the Museum. 

SAN FRANCISCO ACJCTION 
NOVEMBER 27 

O u r  a n n u a l  S a n  Francisco auct ion/  
dinner is set for Tuesday, November 27. 
Museum Vice-President Art Frev and his 
hard-working dinner committee tell us 
this year's affair promises to outdo all 
previous events-both at the dinner table 
and the auction table. For information 
and reservations o r  to donate items, please 
write to Art Frey at Post Office Box 13, 
Burlingame, CA 94010. 

PORTLAND AIJCTION 
DECEMBER 7 

O u r  first annual  Northwest auction/ 
dinner  has been scheduled for Friday, 
December 7, in  Portland, Oregon. Mu- 
seum Trustee J im Van Loan is organiz- 
ing the affair, together with Trustee Ted 
Rogowski of Seattle and a solid commit- 
tee of volunteers. Members will be getting 
information on this and other auctions 
by mail.  Meanwhile, for information, 
reservations, o r  to donate auction items, 
please write to Jim Van Loan at  Steam- 
boat Inn, Post Office Box 36, Idleyld Park, 
Oregon 97447. 



And Last But Not Least 
O n  May 26, 1984, the doors of our  
new exhib i t ion  gal ler ies  were 
o p e n e d  to t h e  general  publ ic .  
Festivities and ceremonies for this 
ausp ic ious  occasion were ele- 
gantly orchestrated by our  Execu- 
tive Director, J o h n  Merwin, o n  

both May 27 (for members and friends) 
and June  2 (for trustees). T h e  opening 
was h i g h l i g h t e d  by a n  exhib i t ion  of 
twenty-seven original paintings by Og- 
den Pleissner, as well as a unique display 
of flies mounted and framed by William 
Cushner. A major portion of the Pleiss- 

ner exhibit will remain at  the Museum 
throughout the summer. It is a represen- 
tative, retrospective collection of both 
oils and watercolors, which contains not 
only sporting scenes, but also some of 
Plrissner's better-known European land- 
scapes. We in tend  t o  inc lude  i n  the 
November issue of T h e  Amrricnn Fly 
Fisher a feature article, replete with color 
photographs, on  all the new exhibits. In 
addition, Mary Bort, of the Manrhester 
Historical Society, has agreed to supply 
us with a short historical sketch on  the 
white clapboard building that houses our 

new headquarters. Evidcmtly, it was orig- 
inally owned by Franklin Orvis (brother 
of C. F. Orvis), owner and operator of thc 
Equinox Hotcl complex. According to 
Frederick Nicklewhite, nonagenarian 
and longtime resident of Manchcster, the 
museum building was used by Orvis as a 
place to put on plays and shows for his 
employees. We urge you to visit our new 
location. I t  is an excitinn time for the 
Museum, and we 
hope to share this 
excitement with 
all our members. 
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