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The Beat Goes On

g IS hard o believes The Ameri-
can Fly Fisher (TAFF) has been in
business now for a bit more than

| a decade. Volume 1, number | ol

| TAFF was issued in the winter ol

1\ [ 1971, We can’t remember the ex-

LT act month, but we think it was

February or March. In s twenty-four

pages ol copy were articles by Theodore

Gordon, Martun Keane, John Orelle,

and Joseph S. Beck. There was no colo

photography: Austin Hogan was editor
and Anne Sccor did the layouts. Austin

did much of the artwork (illusirations

and page decorations) and, during the

carly days, wrote a major portion of the
copy. Since then we have grown in size,

added color, changed our typelace, and
redesigned our lavout. Nevertheless,
through all of this one thing has re-
nunned relatively constant: a flow ol con-
sistently high-quality, signilicant manu-
scripts from our contributing authors.
I'his has been the real Kev to our success,
Witness, tor example, this issue ol TAEFE,
of which we are particularly proud. We
introduce as [irst-time contributors
Dorothy McNeilly, o Charles Lunman
expert, and W, D. Wetherell—the Tatter
being one of the few writers we know who
can successiully caprure fish as well as
fishing. Richard Hollmann returns; his
contribution concerning Fernando Ba-
surto is most important to the under-

standing ol our Furopean [lv-lishing
herttage. And. Tinally, there s Mary
Kelly. Her dogged, paimstaking perusal
ol carly sporting periodicals, tackle cata-
logs, and even street divectories has made
her one of this county's leading experts
ot Americm bshing tckle and tckle man-
ulacturers, Her article on Spadding and
the Kosmie Lline ol tckle s both mlorme
ative aned thought-provokimg. We mvie
vour 1o sty with os for an least another
decade and wel-
COME YOur com-
ments, thoughts,
and conuibtations.
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Spalding and the Kosmic Connections

by Mary Kefover Kelly

T Mast of us who are now begin-
| ning to gray a bit avound the ears
| and notice a gently receding hair-
Cline fondly remember A, G.S pald-
| ing & Bros. as a sporting goods
‘_/irm that manufactured baseballs
=L and baseball gloves. The latter,
awtographed by some prominent major-
league player, was probably the most
prized and chevished of birthday or
Chnstmas gifts—second only to Lionel
trains—by all of wus would-be major
leaguers. Few realize, however, that in its
early days Spalding was a major manu-
facturer and purveyor (wholesale and
vetail) of fishing tackle, In the following
article, Mary Kelly recounts for us the
details of Spalding's involvement in the
tackle trade and supplies us with impor-
tant information velating to the velatively
well-known Kosmae fly rod that Spalding
introduced in 1889. Much painstaking
research has gone into this piece, but the
story s far from complete. It is Mary's
hope that her article will sevve to stimu-
late further research into A. G. Spalding
& Bros. and the Kosmic connection.

I venture here to shed some fresh light
on the cloudy history of the famous near-
century-old Kosmic rods and reels and to
give an abbreviated historical account of
A. G. Spalding & Bros., the well-known
tackle firm that introduced the Kosmic
line of lishing tackle civca 1889. Alas.
some of the puzzle's key pieces are miss-
ing, but those remaining, if not always
revealing, are uselul, at least.

The Kosmic roots are casily uncarthed,
having been planted in Chicago in 1876,
America’s centennial year. It was then

that two brothers native to southern -
nois, Albert Goodwill Spalding and
James Walter Spalding, opened a retail
sporting goods store, with $800 in capi-
tal, at 108 Madison Street under the name
of A. G, Spalding and Brother. Albert, 26,
was then a pitcher and captain of the
professional baseball team, the Boston
Red Stockings. According to a lengthy
obituary, which appeared in the October
1915 issue of the Sporting Goods Dealer,
he retived from active participation on
the baseball field at the close of the 1877
season in order to devote full time to the
sporting-goods business. He never, how-
ever, completely lost contact with base-
ball. (A speculation: it might have been
through bascball that Spalding met Lo-
man Hawes, who is said to have been a
baseball enthusiast and a semi-pro player
as well,)

Ultimately to become world famous,
A. G. Spalding and Brother appears im-
mediately to have prospered, and by 1897
a third parter, William T. Brown, a
brother-in-law, joined the firm. The
name was changed at this tume o A. G.
Spalding & Bros.; wholesale distribution
was begun, and with a few starts and
stops, the manufacture of fishing ackle
was initiated,

In April 1885, A. G. Spalding & Bros.
opened a large, new store at 241 Broad-
way, New York City. Alter this opening,
except for two years, 1889 and 1893 (when
it may have been short of cash), Spalding
was a steady advertiser in the national
angling papers. This source provides
much of what we know about the com-
pany. Although understandable, one
thing not advertised was specilically the
type of tackle manulacturer it was: direct
or via the trade. Il direct, then it owned
the fixtures and machinery, met the week-
ly payroll, ete.; i.c., it directly controlled
on a daily basis the manufacturing pro-
cess. Il a maker via the rade, it contracted
with someone else's factory and ordered a
certain quantity of an item to be built to
its specifications, The finished product

was then marked with the AL G Spalding
& Bros. name and or logo.

Although the Spalding firm did not
advertise nationally as one that manulac-
tured tackle, until 1885, an entry ininthe
1881 Chicago Directory raises questions
about the period priorto 1885. In the 1881
directory, William H. Reed, rodmaker, is
listed as working at Spalding’s 108 Madi-
son Street address. T'he Chicago directo-
ries for this period of time, according 1o
the Chicago Historical Society, listed a
person’s name, occupation, and business
address, but not by whom the individual
was employed, or if sell-employed. There-
lore, 1t 1s uncertain if Reed was building
rods for Spalding (directly) 1o sell in the
Chicago store. Perhaps he was employed
there to provide a customer service—rod
repair, for example, or, conceivably,
Spalding simply leased space to Reed
wherein he conducted his own business.
Nevertheless, Reed's name will be forever
linked to Spalding’s through his patented
ferrules, which were used on rods mar-
keted (and maybe directly built) by Spald-
ing, even if the true relationship of one to
the other is still not clear.

Reed, about whom almost nothing is
known except that he seems to have been
a bit of a genius and ahead of his time,
remained a rodmaker at 108 Madison
Street into 1883, He then relocated two
blocks from Spalding's, at 112 Randolph
Street, Room 6, where he continued rod
building. On December 5, 1884, acting as
his own attorney, he filed for and later
received patent no. 322,750, dated July 21,
1885, and entitled ** Joint Ferrule for Fish-
ing Rods™ (see illustration). This called
for serrating the ferrule, while gently a-
pering the metal to a thinner wall at the
serrated end—twin concepts that today's
engineers claim is the optimum design
for split-cane lerrules. Reed did not file
an assignment, that is, a wansfer of title,
with his patent. Reed stayed at Randolph
Street through 1886. The directories show
his occupation changed in 1885 from “rod
maker'” (previous listing) to “lishing
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Ilustration from “Bully" Edwards' patent
William Reed’s patented ferrule. for reinforced ferrules
Reed worked as a rodmaker at Spalding's

108 Madison Street, Chicago, address as early as 1881.

rods,” and in 1886 the occupational entry
was simply “fishing wackle.”

Shortly after Reed filed his patent ap-
plication, Spalding (in the spring of 1885)
ran a small advertisement in Forest and
Stream in which, for the first time, 1t
specified tackle manufacturer. This ad-
vertisement was followed by a larger one
in the American Angler. Here the firm
claimed 10 be making a “specialty of ...
fine, light, reliable wekle.” It would be
“trade-marked.” The logo featured: a
baseball with seaLpinG printed across the
center. In later advertisements the logo
appeared on spoon baits that were being
illustrated. The split-bamboo rods adver-
tised were acclaimed as having been built
with “Reed’s Patent Serrated Ferrules.”
(Spalding anticipated that the patent
would be granted as it specified patent
rather than patent applied for in the ad-
vertisements prior to July 1885.)

Up to this point, it would seem logical
to assume that Reed was in the shop on
Randolph Sueet making the rods Spald-
ing was advertising, cither directly for
them or as a trade maker. But a third
party now enters the picture. The long-
established and much-respected tackle
house ol Thomas J. Conroy greeted 1885
with illustrated advertisements in the ear-
ly January issues of Forest and Stream, in
which was featured a woodcut of Reed's
ferrules. They were identified in the text
as “Reed's, patent applied for” and as
being used on “Conroy’s Celebrated. ..
Split Bamboo Rods.” The Conroy firm,
which was the [irst in America to build
fishing tackle exclusively (early 1830s),
was continuing to build fine rods and
reels, and not just for the makers them-
selves. At this time it was undoubtedly

the largest tackle trade manufacturer in
the country. Thus, questions arise as to
who was actually building Spalding's
rods with Reed’s ferrules—Reed, Spald-
ing, Conroy, or perhaps a combination of
the three? Also, by what arrangement did
Reed sell or license his patent, and to
whom—Spalding, Conroy, or both? Eight-
cen eighty-five was the first year inwhich
two competing tackle houses, each adver-
tising as rod manulacturer, promoted
rods with the same unique patented fer-
rules. Il it confused the angler, or if it
embarrassed or otherwise distressed ei-
ther company, there is no known record
of it today.

The people at Spalding did not refer to
themselves in national advertisements as
makers during 1886 or 1887. William H.
Reed, after his vague occupational de-
scription in the 1886 Chicago Directory,
was shown at a new job and business
address in the 1887 directory: a salesman
at 53 State Street, which was the location
of the Jenney and Graham Gun Com-
pany. Reed disappeared [rom the Chica-
eo arca after 1887. Did he move to New
York, possibly to work with Conroy as a
rodmaker—eventually, perhaps, to have
a Kosmic connection? Or, perhaps he died
alter the 1887 entry?

During 1886, Spalding and Conroy
again both advertised rods with Reed's
ferrules and both illustrated the adver-
tisements with an oversized ferrule.
Neither firm mentioned Reed's name,
however, referring to the ferrules simply
as "patent serrated” or “serrated,” Con-
roy giving the patent date. Conroy ceased
promoting them in 1887, but Spalding
continued. In 1887, Spalding also adver-
tised a sizeable list of retail dealers scat-

tered around the country who handled
the Spalding line of fishing tackle and
other sporting goods, indicating that by
the voung age of eleven, A. G. Spalding &
Bros. was well on its way to becoming a
giant of the industry.

While still acclaiming rods with the
patented serrated ferrule, in 1888, the
Spalding firm introduced a new, moder-
ately priced bamboo rod. To quote from
the advertisements, "The MAvELL split
bamboo.... It is mounted with the
improved shouldered or swelled end Ger-
man silver ferrule milled, German silver
solid reel seat. The maker's name is on
ach rod.” As advertised, the Mayell came
in five lengths [or fly-fishing: 9%, 10, 10%,
L1, and 1% feet, three piece with extratip;
and for bass rods in four lengths: 84, 8%,
10, and 11 feet, also three picce, but tradi-
tionally with two extra tips. Cost: $15 for
any type and length. Since Spalding was
again claiming to be a manulaciuring
lirm, we presume, not having seen one,
that the name was on the Mayell. Wealso
do not know il the model name, Mayell,
is on the rod.

At this writing the author has been
unable to locate any copies of the Ameri-
can Angler ov sulficient numbers of
Forest and Stream (complete with adver-
tising pages) to determine il Spalding
tackle was advertised in 1889 or not.! If so,
it was not on the company’s usual scale,
and it is difficult to explain—unless the
partners were totally occupied with
expanding their tackle division, their
monies channeled accordingly, readying
for the introduction of the Kosmic line of
lishing tackle,

On February 1, 1890, Spalding liled
for, and received on March 18, 1890, no.
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An early Spalding advertisement from
American Field, June 21, 1884

17.685, a registration for the kKosmic
trademark. According to the claim made
on the registration, Kosmic was the name
employed since December 1, 1889, Tt
would be applied to rods and reels, as
well as other angling items such as artili-
cial baits and tackle boxes.

Although this registration officially
stamps a “by at least” starting date for the
Kosmic line, there would have to have
been a preparation period or lead time
before Spalding filed for the wademark.
The length of this lead time would de-
pend on precisely how Spalding expand-
ed to accommodate Kosmic. And we are
assuming, since all the evidence suggests
such, that in all probability Spalding di-
rectly built Kosmic rods—and possibly
reels too.

One possible expansion route into the
Kosmic line was that the people at Spald-
ing already owned a rod and/or reel fac-
tory (unreported and in an unknown lo-

' Perusal of vol. 32 (January through
July) of Forest and Stream Tails to reveal
any Spalding advertisements, but vol. 31,
no. 18, of the Admerican Field (May -1, 1889)
does contain i Spalding advertisement. In
addition to advertsing the Bray (ly book.
Spalding announces retirement from the
wholesale tackle business: “We wish to call
attention also to our large stock of All-
Lancewood Fly and Bait Rods, Trout and
Bass Flies, Snelled Hooks, Click and
Multiplying Recls, ete., which we e
retailing at from 25 1o 10 per cent. below
reguliar prices, 1o cdose out our wholesale
stock, as we are retiving permanently from
the Whaolesale Fishing Tackle Business.”
—Eb.

cation). T'hey, then, simplyadded Kosmic
to the line being manufactured there. In
this case, preparation time for Kosmic
was short.

A second possibility was that the firm
began to manufacture Kosmic-marked
tackle [rom absolute zevo. Thus, it would
have needed o acquire a shop or lactory,
equip it, order and await delivery of raw
malterials (such as cane), build and test,
and then assemble a sufficient stock of
various sizes and types ol rods and/or
reels to supply the ever-multiplying na-
tional network ol retail dealers, Under
these circumstances, there would have
been a very long lead time, conceivably
over a year.

A third possibility was that Spalding
bought an existing tackle-making facil-
ity, one large enough to satisfy its needs,
and modified it to accommodate the Kos-
mic tackle. The name Kosmic later be-
came a synonym for Spalding's entire
flishing-tackle division. Such a modili-
cution could have been accomplished in
two 1o four months.

I note that Spalding had the opportu-
nity to acquire such a factory. In August
1889, Farest and Stream announced, with
regret, that the Thomas J. Conroy lirm
had gone into receivership and so had its
manulacturing subsidiary, Frederick J.
Malleson. The Malleson factory, located
at 136- 142 First Sureet, Brooklyn, was [irst
occupied on May 1, 1881, by Conroy, Bis-
sett and Malleson, as the firm was then
named. It was a large live-story building
with basement and was sold as part of
Conroy’s reorganization. Did Spalding
acquire it and later sell it to U.S. Net &
Twine as part of Kosmic? By 1904 the
building was owned and operated by the

Bartlewt brothers of Montague City Rod
Company as one of their four manufac-
luring units.

Regardless of how Spalding expanded,
there was a three-month period of intense
activity from December 1889 through
February 1890. Publicity was generated; a
national advertising campaign was laid
out, and trademark and patents were filed
[or.

T'he first national advertisement for
Kosmic appeared in the January 30, 1890,
issue of Forest and Stream. A relatively
small advertisement, it was headed with
the now-famous Kosmic logo prominent-
ly displayed across the top. There were no
illustrations—only a lively text vividly
deseribing a new idea in ferrules. Tt read:
“T'he most perfect split bamboo rod ever
made. The fervules are absolutely water-
prool. This most desirable result is ob-
tained by a new and ingenious device
never before used in the construction of a
rod. The ferrules also are PRACTICALLY
pouBLE, and [itted over the bamboo is a
WATERPROOF cushion ol zyrontTe, while
over that are set the ferrules thus adding
MATERIAL STRENGTH AT THE JOINTs, The
mountings are of GERMAN SILVER and
HAND-MADE IN EVERY PARTICULAR. In
short this is the rod anglers have long
wished for. Examine it at any of our
stores and satisfy yoursell . ... . EVERY ROD
WARRANTED. A. G. Spalding & Bros.” The
price: on a wood [orm, $20; in a zylonite
case, $25.

Immediately, and for the next two
vears, the Spalding partners directed
their considerable talents, time, and
money toward getting the Kosmic name
well recognized. To this end, they waged
a veritable media blitz. They purchased




A Spalding advertisement from
American Field, May 29, 1886, that
depicts the factory at Hastings,
Michigan. This is very intevesting
because, according to Mary Kelly,
Spalding did not advertise as a
manufacturer in Forest and Stream o
the American Angler duving 1886 and
1887. Note Spalding’s logo on the top
of the 241 Broadway (New York City)
store and also in the ground-flooy
windows. Mary Kelly was unaware of
the Hastings factory wuntil just
recently.
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enormous amounts of advertising space
in the national angling periodicals, from
small sizes in the off-season to [ull pages
during sprmg and summer. They made
certain that important, visible anglers
had Kosmic rods. This resulted in free
plugs from the contributors/correspon-
dents in the national magazines and also
in endorsements that were run as part of
the Kosmic advertisements.

In 1893, as [further promotion at Spald-
ing's display at the Chicago World's Fair
(also called the Columbian Exposition),
among the thirty rods inits display case it
featured extreme and extravagant models
certain to capture attention. For exam-
ple, a gold-mounted trunk or pocket rod
in cight sections, including handle and
two extra tips, carried a price tag of $500,
according to a report in Forest and Stream,
May 11, 1893, It did not sell, but it
brought for Spalding lar more than $500
in [ree advertising, as columnists repeat-
edly found it made good copy. Similar
attention was given Lo its companion
gold reel and 1o the ultralight Kosmic
rods of 7% and 84 [eet, weighing % and 24
ounces respectively!

But for some reason Spalding sold the
Kosmic line in 1894, The first notce the
angling public received that Spalding
had sold Kosmic appeared in Forest and
Stream, April 7, 1894. It was a shortstate-
ment, appearing almost as an aflter-
thought to the festive announcement that
the people at U.S. Net & Twine were cele-
brating the grand opening of their store
at 316 Broadway. It read: [U.S. Net &
Twine] "now own the complete [Kosmic]
plant and factory."”

We take plant to mean such facilities as
patents, machinery, and personnel; and

in lact, the article concluded by listing
two of Spalding's key people who now
would be with U.S. Net & Twine. To
quote: “Mr. E. S. Osgood, lormerly man-
ager ol the lishing tackle department of
A. G. Spalding & Bros., is in charge of the
retail department of this new store, and
Mr. H. J. Frost, who for many years has
represented the company on the road, has
now been brought into the office and
placed in charge of the wholesale sample
rooms as house salesman.”

The people who controlled ULS. Net &
Twine, a company founded in 1887, were,
according 1o Trow's Partnership Direc-
tory on file at the New York City Histori-
cal Society: Charles M. Pratt, president;
Allred C. Bedlord, secretary; and William
H. Wallace, treasurer through 1896, then
George A, Vaughn until the end.

U.S. Net & Twine, proclaimed “sole
proprictors” of Kosmic in many of the
advertisements, abruptly went out of
business early in 1899, H. H. Kiffe Com-
pany ol New York City bought out the
L1.S. Net & Twine stock ol split-bamboo
rods and then in 1900 sold it off for “50¢
on the dollar.™ So [ar as nauonal press
coverage or ;ldvcrlising is concerned, this
Kiffe advertisement was the last mention
of U.S. Net & Twine. However, Kosmic
was not quite finished.

The letterhead of HLA.Whittemore and
Company, Boston, as it appeared in For-
est and Stream as part of an Ashway Line
and Twine endorsement advertisement in
1915, listed the firm as “sole agent” for
Kosmic rods, reels, and lines, and also
“Isaak Walton" rods and lines. The Wal-
ton was a little-known rod label, which
like the Mayell was moderately priced.
Spalding first marketed it in the summer

of 1891 It went to ULS. Net & Twine as
part ol the Kosmic sale, and the company
then lengthened the label from Walton to
The Isaak Walton.

H. A. Whittemore and Company,
which started both as wholesaler and
retailer in 1901, was still carrying Kosmic
and Isaak Walton rods in its 1927 catalog.
It is unknown when Whittemore lirst be-
came sole agent, aterm synonymous with
exclusive distributor.

As to who manufactured these Whitte-
more rods, it is as much a speculation as
who who built Spalding's initial Kosmic.
For some insight into the logic behind a
few theories, we need 1o retrace our steps.
Two well-known rodmakers are immedi-
ately identified with Spalding's original
Kosmic label; the dates of their patents
occasionally appeared as part of the Kos-
mic logo. One, Loman Hawes, who on
the patent application filed February 26,
1890, listed his address as Central Valley,
New York, received patent no. 428,755 on
May 27, 1890. He did not file an assign-
ment with the patent, which basically
provided for a means of placing a water-
prool cap over the male end of the rod
section. Hawes died in 1897,

The second rodsmith was Eustice Wil-
liam “Billy"” Edwards, also a resident of
Central Valley, New York, He liled on
January 27, 1890, and received patent no.
127,162 on May 6, 1890; no assignment
was filed. Edward's patent called for flar-
ing and thickening the ends of the fer-
rules where they [it over the rod and for
building up the rod at the point of con-
tact with the ferrule, with an elastic ma-
terial (see illustration).

I have not been able to trace Edwards
between 1891 and 1898, through directo-
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A winrreMoRre Kosmie rod (serial
number 2719) pictured with an
advertisement from the American
Angler. This 9sfoot, three-piece rod
was manufactured sometime

after 1901.

ries or other sources. However, by 1899 he
had returned to Brewer, Maine [just
across the Penobscot River from Bangor ).
According to an article that appeared in
the Maine Sportsman, February 1900,
which was reprinted in vol. 1, no. 2 of
The American Fly Fisher, he and Fred E.
Thomas, partners, “have opened up and
fitted out a factory ... where they plan 1o
continue the business formerly carried on
by them in Central Valley of making and
repairing high grade split bamboo rods.”

According to the Bangor-Brewer direc-
tories, this partership no longer existed
by 1901, Billy having withdrawn to carn
his living as a photographer. This occu-
pation lasted about two years; he then
returned to rodmaking. In 1919 he sold
this business for the grand sum of $10,000
to the Winchester Repeating Arms Com-
pany, moving to Winchester's home base
in New Haven, Connecticut, in order to
supervise rod building. He left Winches-
ter, according to employment records, on
September 30, 1925, Since Edwards was
not continually engaged inrodmaking or
available to build them for others after
joining Winchester, I rule him out as the
Kosmic maker during the Whittemore
era.

Often mentioned as one of the initial
Kosmic builders is Fred E. Thomas. To
date, there is no concrete evidence to sub-
stantiate the claim. According to the 1985
Thomas Rod Company catalog, however,
Thomas had been foreman and was part
of the management of the Leonard /Mills
factory. Perhaps the Spalding manage-
ment themselves vindicate the Thomas
claim. They often boasted of the skill of
the Kosmic rodsmiths and their former

association with quality rodmakers. They
advertised that they were “the most Ex-
pert...in this country, who have for years
been identified with the managementand
manufacture of the best and most popu-
lar rods heretofore used.” Since Hawes,
who was H. L. Leonard's nephew, and
Billy Edwards had both previously worked
at the Leonard/Mills shop, I am confi-
dent it was Leonard /Mills that Spalding
referred to in the aforementioned adver-
tsement, and it is very likely that Thom-
as was the "management” mentioned.
As in Edward's case, I have not been
able to trace Thomas during the period
(several years) with which we are con-
cerned. In March 1898, when his son
Leon was born, he lived in Central Val-
ley. In 1899 he started rodmaking in
Bangor-Brewer. Once in business, he
remained there. In fact, during the
roughly thirty-nine years until his death
there in 1938, he had moved his business
only twice: once from the original Thom-
as and Edwards site in Brewer across
the Penobscot River to 117 Exchange
Street, Bangor, and again in about 1922
or 1923 10 167 Park Street, Bangor.
Speculating, I favor Thomas, Edwards,
and Hawes as builders of Kosmic and
Waltwon rods, both with Spalding and
LS. Net & Twine. Aflter the demise of
LS. Net & Twine, Thomas and Edwards
continued to build these rods for H. A.
Whittemore and Company. It seems oo
coincidental that Thomas and Edwards
outfitted a rod factory just at the time
UL.S. Net & Twine's assets were disbursed.
Very likely they acquired some of this
inventory, such as patents, trademark,
aaw materials, and perhaps machinery.

Ultimately, then (after 1901), Thomas
may have become “sole proprietor” of
Kosmic.

Another talented rodsmith often consi-
dered a Kosmic maker for either Spalding
or U.S. Net& Twine, or both, is Ed Payne;
but again there is no solid documen-
tation supporting the claim. Moreover,
some might argue that if and when he
was a Kosmic builder, he was not one of
the original group. In mid-September
1889, a time when Kosmic appears at least
in the planning stage, Payne [iled for a
patent for an improved drag for reels; 1t
was granted on July 22, 1890, no. 432,764.
Filed with the application was an assign-
ment of the patent to Thomas B. Mills. If
Payne had or was considering leaving the
Leonard/Mills factory to go with Spald-
ing, would he assign a patent to what
then would be the competition?

Payne, also in a management position
with Leonard/Mills according to the
1950 Payne Rod Company catalog, started
in business for himself in 1898. Where
was not mentioned, but by 1906, when he
was elected an associate member of The
Anglers’ Club of New York, he was lo-
cated in Highland Mills, New York.

With the sale of Kosmic, Spalding,
whose fishing tackle was always of the
highest quality even in the moderately
priced lines, ceased marketing and/or
manufacturing rods and reels under its
own name. This benefits the lucky collec-
tor who possesses a vintage Spalding-
marked piece, since this tackle can be
dated as pre-1894. In some cases, as with
the Walton rod, the date can be fixed toa
three-year period, 1891 10 1894. A Spald-
ing Kosmic rod dates from 1889 1o 1894.
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Note

To locate all of Spalding's carly tackle advertisements ina
myriad of periodicals is close to impossible. Complete collec-
tions of nineteenth-century sporting periodicals are few and
far between, and often those periodicals thatare bound do not
include the advertisements—which in many cases appeared
on the cover or ina separate section at the end. In preparing
the illustrations for Mary Kelly's preceeding piece we came
upon the following advertisement, which appeared on the
front cover of the July 17, 1880, issue ol the Chicago Field. It
clearly establishes Spalding as a manulacturer of [ishing
tackle prior 1o 1885, and it also locates (as of that date) the
salesroom and mailing address at 118 Randolph Street, Chi-
cago. The next, most recent, Spalding tackle advertisement
that we have been able to find is in the American Angler ol

Chicago Field front cover, July 17, 1880

May 13, 1882; it gives the more familiar 108 Madison Street
location as Spalding’s mailing address. Since Mary has
unambiguously established that William T Reed was mak-
ing rods ar 108 Madison Street in 1881, we suggest that both
this location and the Hastings, Michigan, [actory (see adver-
tisement) were used for manulacturing tackle and other
sporting goods and that Spalding’s salesroom was relocated
to Madison Street between the summer of 1880 and the spring
of 1882, The Hastings lactory, which was previously
unknown to Mary, might also have been used [or the manu-
facture of the Kosmic line of wackle,

Kosmic and Isaak Walton rods marked
with the U.S. Net & Twine name are
dated from 1894 to 1899; those marked
with Whittemore are dated after 1901.

Eventually, the serial numbers appear-
ing on Kosmic rods may lead to fixing
their dates even more precisely than with
just the name stamps. Before this can
happen, however, a few questions need
answers. For example, was there a separ-
ate numbering system for each type of
rod, or did the numbers run consecu-
tively, regardless of whether therod wasa
fly rod, a bass rod, a Henshall, a salmon
rod, etc.? Did the numbers begin with the
first rods Spalding built?

Based on current knowledge, it appears
that the numbers run consecutively. For
example, in the collection of The Ameri-
can Museum of Fly Fishing are two Kos-
mic rods, photographed and described in
The American Fly Fisher, vol. 6, no. 4.
One is a Spalding, 8-foot-4-inch, carly
bait-casting rod, or as known in the late
1800s, a Henshall rod. It is numbered

1744. The second Kosmic, identified as a
pack rod, is U.S. Net & Twine 2608,
which is the highest U.S. Net & Twine
number I have recorded. A Whittemore
9=foot, three-piece Kosmic [ly rod in the
author's collection carries the number
2719. The lowest Kosmic U.S. Net &
Twine number of which I have know-
ledge is 2490, which is a 10-foot, three-
picce bass rod. Applying the serial
numbers and assuming they run consecu-
tively, the Muscum’s pack rod dates to
roughly 1897 or 1898, since at least by the
number 2719, Kosmic rods bear the Whit-
temore markings. There is not enough
known yet to locate the serial number
break between Spalding and U.S. Net &
Twine.

Also in the Museum's collection are
two Isaak Walton salmon rods made by
[1.S. Net & Twine, one of which is pic-
tured with the two rods mentioned above.
They carry serial numbers 408 and 104.
To date, these are the only two Walton or
Isaak Walton rods I have heard of that

bear serial numbers, Since they are also
the only two Walton or Isaak Walton
salmon rods that 1 have cataloged, it is
impossible 1o draw any conclusions at
this time.

Truly, there is much serious research
yet 1o be done—not just with Kosmicand
Walton serial numbers, but also with all
the people having a Kosmic connection.

§

Mary Kelly is no stranger to the pages
of The American Fly Fisher. An expert
on nineteenth-century American
fishing tackle, Mary's previous
contributions provided diligent studies
on Hiram Leonard (vol. 6, no. I, p. 12)
and Thomas Chubb (vol. 7, no. 4,

p. 12). She makes her home in Tryon,
North Carolina, and is one of the few
people we know that has read the
complete run of the original Spirit of
the Times (1831 to 1856).
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El Tratadico de la Pesca
The Little Treatise on Fishing

by Fernando Basurto

from his Dialogue (Zaragoza: 1539) fols. cv recto - cix recto

translated by Thomas V. Cohen and Richard C. Hoffmann

| We take great pleasure in being
Lable to print for our readers a
'i translated portion of a sixteenth-
| century Spanish work on fishing.
| It contains instruction for [ly-
fishing as well as fly-tying and
heretofore, apparently, was un-
known to angling scholars and bibli-
ophiles. Written by Fernando Basurto
(civca 1460 to 1540), “El Tratadico de la
Pesca” is the practical part of the much
larger work, the Dialogo que agora se¢
hazia: dirigido al muy illustre senor don
Pedro Martinez de Luna conde de Mora-
ta; senor de la casa de llluece: con un Vivo
te lo do: por discante: El qual ha visto
Vasurto (Dialogo, for short), which was
printed in Zaragoza, Spain, in 1539,
French Hispanicist Pierre Geneste ap-
pears to have been the first to recognize
that the Dialogo contained the oldest-
known Spanish treatment of angling
(“Bulletin Hispanique," 1978). Howeuver,
Geneste was not an angling historian; he
commented solely on the Dialogo's liter-
ary context. The existence of the Trata-
dico within the Dialogo was recently
brought to the attention of Richard Hoff-
mann, and its significance as an angling
work of extraordinary importance was
immediately recognized by him. He and
his colleague, Thomas V. Cohen, are
responsible for the translation that fol-
lows. As Richard comments, “the Dia-
logo (independent of other known an-

gling literatures) can document mentali-
ties and practices in an early angling tra-
dition hitherto virtually unknown!" In
other words, heve is something that ap-
parently does not stem from the legend-
ary Dame Juliana Berners and our so-
called British angling heritage. A scho-
larly, analytical treatment of the Dialogo
(and its relation to Berners's Treatyse),
by Richard Hoffmann, will appear in the
next issue of The American Fly Fisher.

The prREFACE concerns the patience
which the fisherman has to go fishing:!

Noble senor, the favor you did me yes-
terday in the great exchange of words we
had made such an impression on me that
I have not had the opportunity to serve
you as I might in this or in greater mat-
ters. With this desire uppermost inme, as
soon as you lelt me I went to my poor
house with the catch from your purse,
and with the very great pleasure, glory,
and enjoyment of the doubloon I applied
mysell as whole-heartedly as my service
shows to write the litde treatise on fish-
ing where extensively and with full clar-
ity you will [ind all the baits? with which
one can fish in the castern ocean and in
the western rivers and at what times and
in what months and in what places one
finds the baits and how to keep them and
how* to mount them on the hooks to fish
with them. And remembering that lisher-

men must be counseled patience to
understand so enjoyable a pleasure, |
have wished 1o give it by precept so that
you always use it when fishing [and] the
fishes do not give satisfaction. For if at
certain times people are not patient, no
one can wait out the delay that fish some-
times make in biting and those who are
impatient will throw their rods in the
river or break them. And as this exercise is
always accompanied by much waiting,
no one should be quick to be bored, for if
at one time the fish are not gluttons, at
another they are so greedy that for much
cating infinite numbers lose their lives.
And since that condition is known to all
and the same even happens many times 1o
men and not seldom to women, [namely]
that 1oo much eating brings them to per-
dition, it is sensible not to be without
hope that sooner or later the fish will eat.
To tell the truth, if you are not confident,
you should examine the breeze and the
current weather, for if it is chancy, with
too much wind or much water, there isno
use expecting that it will be good. For
when there is a storm or the fish feel that
[such] an event is coming, they do not
stay at the banks of the rivers but rather
go to the deeps to [ree themselves of tra-
vail, as happens with many animals
which, to save themselves from the
dangers that occur in storms, seck places
of safety. Thus does the badger! who, as
soon as he senses its coming, places
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underground his estate with the victuals
he needs to sustain his life, Tt s asalutary
lesson for people what the animals and
the fish do: that is to say that when the
storm of sins comes, they should Hee to
places of salety so that their souls do not
die at the hands of foreign dangers and,
fleeing, they should provide themselves
with provisions like the badger, that they
might sustain life with works ol correc-
tion; for il they do not and wait at the
shore, they will not avoid losing them-
selves, as would the fish if they awaited
the battle of the waves. So fishermen
should not look for them insuch weather
but on cheerful mornings and screne
evenings and pleasant times when they in
fishing and the fish in cating enjoy delec-
tation, for the other way is “to vy in the
wilderness™ and to give one's sell pain
with the doing and to lose patienceand to
dislike the suffering. And as all this is
necessary so that men become masters
and enjoy so great a pleasure, it is best
that they rule themselves by the memory
of this treatise, which is taken from the
experience ol many and great lishermen
and from my own,? since I have for some
years practiced it in thesca and on land o
osape some vices which are the burial of
man and a perpetual prison of the soul,
which excuses this exercise by the noble
effects with which itis clad. Yet, in truth,
it is not unreasonable o advise those who
work that they should not go [ishing at

all good lishing times, because of the mis-
fortunes that will happen in their house-
holds: nor should cleries go every day, a
least not before finishing with what they
owe God in saying their mass and pray-
ing their prayvers: nor should men ol
learning® for the harm they will do 1o
those who have Lawsuits, For as this exer-
cise [ie, angling] is so demanding, it is
not in the hands of men o abandon it
when chance comes along. And relying
more on vour wise knowledge than on
my clegant way of speaking and more on
your nobility than on my daring way of
speaking, I end by giving a beginning 1o
the lintde weatise which commences thus:

FIRST cuaprter: which declares the
names of the baits with which one
fishes with a rod in the sea.

First: squid. Small sardines. Livers ol
big fish. The body of the ¢rab, with the
leet off. Liule lish of fresh rivers. A mass
made of cheese very salted and of flour
twicesilted. The pickled sardine,? rancid,
stripped, and wrapped with the livers of
big fish. Made a big pellet covered with
sand, it is good for baiting and drawing
the fish to the shore, and beuer il 11
imcludes grated and salted cheese. With
these baits they take in the eastern sea
lobos sardos, mabras, barates,* and dora-
das® and other small fishes, lishing rom
the shore with a long rod and long line.

T'he hooks should be Enge and well tem-
pered and especially for the lobos are
allowed bigger hooks and morve threads
lor the line, which you do not need with
the other fish which ave smaller and not
so hard to bring in.

SECOND cnarter: which declires how
one must lish with these baits.

First: an carthworm collected 1wo or
three days carlier thatis still siretehable is
good to fish at the bottom in dark turbid
water with some lamb intestines for trout
and barbel and cels.' With thin and
prime ones lish with a float'" in the
months of March, April, and May at
times when the water comes good [or ber-
mejuelast™ or samarugos.™

The big black worms are good [or
catching barbel and eel in warbid water
with a line.

Worms are good for fishing in dammed
pools for tench with the bait on the bot-
tom and with small hooks because they
have little mouths, And even for the eels it
is good they be not big.

In clear water worms are worth linle
except lor [ishing [or bermejuelas and
samarugos with two threads and very
light hooks and a very small worm and a
very small float and very litle lead. One
has 1o put it on the hook by the head.

The nymph'' or waterbug! is one ol
the right baits for bogas' and madril-
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las.'? Fish al andar'® with float and lead
in clear water with light tackle, the line
no longer than the rod and made of no
more than two or three threads, One has
to put them on the hook by the neck and
one can fish with them in all seasons ol
the year.

The nymph often attracts to itself trout
and small barbel and know that with it
one must fish inwater that is moving, not
standing still,

The little worms called casquillos™
taken from paticos®™ one fishes with as
with the nymph and they, oo, are very
good bait, though not so sure as the
nymph. It, too, one must attach by the
neck.

The black ericket one [inds in stubble
is for fishing for barbel in June, July,
August, [and] September. It works in
clear amd inshightly dark water with lead
and [Moat in the currents. And il in the cast
or the river there is suspicion of big bar-
bel, use a line of many threads, and if not,
let the line be ol four threads. Put the
hook in at the neck and hish al andar
where the water purls along and try sev-
cral times a la tendida.

The wood-louse?2 of many [eet that
grows in cellars and garbage heaps is
good for catching barbel inall the months
aforesaid and one fishes with them a la
tendida in turbid water and itis beter in
cloudy water. Tt is necessary to fish witha
good line and a reasonable hook il you
believe that where you are fishing has
very good barbel.

I'he abomasum?®! of the call or kid is
a very excellent bait w fish for barbel
from the beginning of April to the end of
July. In water clear or a liule dark you
fish with it a la tendida, throwing into
not very strongly running waters using a
small weight or much lead 1o keep the
bait still. And il you want to know what
ol the abomasum is good, I say the picces
you find in it, which you will cut with a
knife to the size of a filbert nut and use to
cover the hook and throw to the fish and
the picees that are too small 1o be uselul
vou will [uscto] bait the stretch of stream,
throwing them upstream from where you
fish so the [Tow of the current will bring
them down to you, for the barbel come at
the odor of the abomasum.

The small wipe of the lamb, which
among the large tripes appears very white
and light,®4 s very good bait to fool bar-
bel from the feast of the Resurrection to
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Frontispiece from Basurto's Dialogo, printed in
Zaragoza, Spain, by George Coci on March 17, 1539,
Courtesy of the French Bibliotheque Nationale

that of the Holy Spirit.?* You fish with
them as with the abomasum and in the
same water, a la tendida, with the same
small weight or much lead. You must put
it to the hook with many knots®® until the
hook does not appear and you let the end
stick out some half-finger's length,
because otherwise it won't hold, and like-
wise you bait the stream as with the
abomasum.

THIRD CHAPTER: which speaks of the
little white butterfly with four little
horns which at night comes to the
rivers to feed the barbel.

First, speaking ol this little flying crea-
ture that God created for the service of
man, note that so far no one knows where
it is begotten or grows up, nor from
whence it comes 1o the rivers, and they
so like one another that where one goes,
so go they all, and their arrival in these
parts of Spain is in the months ol June,
July, and August, and never are they seen
by day until the coming of night. With
darkness they arrive at the large and
greater rivers and on the wide and deep
[lat sections? where there is much fish-
ing. Such a multitude then commences to
[ly next to the water that their noise seems
like that of the bees when in the hive. And
the barbel, when they hear it, jump at
them and cat them, so that if even athou-
sand come, none escapes [being] either
drowned or eaten by the fish, because if
they did not all die, some would be found
alive in the mornings or one would find
them in the fields and in their dwelling
places, but one linds them only on the
banks of the rivers all dead. And their
arvival at the rivers is just at dusk and of
life they have but two or three hours,
because if one goes for them at eleven they
are all dead or drowned, and if there 1s a
good moon lighting up the river, it isnot
worth looking for them, for they hold it
enemy as they do the light, as we have
seen demonstrated in the foregoing
chapter.

FOURTH CHAPTER: where one deseribes
how to take the little buterfly and lish
with it

Such good bait is this litde fly for
catching the barbel that kill them, that it
was necessary to find a way to catch them
in order to pay them back for the excess

they committed in gulping them down.
And since the bugs were enemies of light,
one took the same light for remedy inthis
way: just at dusk, when darkness reigned,
one® went 1o the river at the time that
they and the barbel gave battle and taking
a light and a candle, one livicand put it
above a black cape stretched next o the
water and, hiding in the darkness, one
saw how the insects left the river and
came helpless 1o the imp and put them-
selves fearlessly in it so that with their
wings burnt or joined with one another
at the four horns they have, they fell in
heaps onto the black cape so that in less
than a half-hour it was covered with them
and white like snow. And so great was the
pleasure of the inventor in catching these
flies, 1t was no less than that later fishing
with them, for it was so sure that I doubt
there is another better [bait] lor fooling
barbel and, sometimes and some days,
out. And after having given thanks to
Our Lord for having wtreated such pretty
msects for the use and pleasure of man,
fishing with them and hunting for them,
he went to [ish as [ollows: [lirst taking
light gear he fished al andar in the cur-
rent in the shallows with [loat and lead
and fixed two of these flies on the hook by
the necks. And so great was the catch that
he took there that he was certainly aston-
ished that the bait was so excellent,

In rivers where there are trout the little
butterfly is very sure to catch them in
running water on cloudy days with ¢lear
or slightly murky water. One must fish
with them al andar without lead or [loat
because the bait should go on the top of
the water because the trout catch them
flying. And their fishing is in the morn-
ings when they go downstream dead.

The bodies alone of the little (lies,
which are yellow, without the wings or
horns, are very excellent 1o ke bogas
and madrillas and small barbel, fishing
al andar with lead and float.

The floating green algae® is a very
good bait for tricking barbel. You will
fish with it in the months of April, May,
June, July, August, and September, and
it is beter when the weather is hotter
because, since it is a green and [resh [ood,
the barbel eat it o refresh themselves as
we [eat| lettuce, and note that there is no
food in the world that the barbel will eat
before smelling it except the algae, which
they cat without smelling it. For thatrea-
son one fishes with it with [loat and lead






A HASSALL

Attach capon or duck feather
almost at bend of hook

Body: yellow, brown, or black
that is like a liule ladder

“Tie in" toward the line

and yellow silk

Head wrapped of black silk

Turn feathers back toward the hook
in such a way that they hide it all o
the end of the point of the hook

Basurto’s Method for Tying Flies

Feathers from capon, duck, or a bird called a bunal were employed
i the manufacture of these flies. Unfortunately, the Tratadico is not explicit
i locating the feather on the bivd. For his illustration,
Allan Hassall has chosen capon hackle feathers, which impart an
almost streamerlike form to the fly. Naturally, feathers chosen from
other areas of the capon’s anatomy (or [rom a duck or bunal)
would give the [ly a completely different appearance.
Regardless of the feather used, it seems clear from the Hoffmann-Cohen
translation that Basurto's flies did not have the classical, upright wing
that is normally associated with the flies described by Berners [?] in The Treatyse.
We note in passing that the upright style of the Berners' flies has not been rigorously documented.
(See John McDonald, The Origins of Angling, p. 174.)

and large tackle and large rod, to be able
to reach the deep currents when rivers are
in (lood, and in others, use equipment in
conformity with their size. Note, too, that
one or two days before fishing [you
should] bait the stream upstream with
pieces of algae and, if certain of big bar-
bel, fish with a line of many strands and
with a seguidera,® 100, because there is
a danger of losing the tackle or breaking
the rod. Put the algae between one thread
and another, covering the hook, and let it
hang down about a linger's length.
Fished al andar in the middle of the water
in water clear or a littde murky, it s very
Sure.

The limo, that is explained above,
what it 1s and where it is found.* is good
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bait for barbel in those months when the
algae is useful, [ished in the same manner
in clear or slightly murky water.

A litle paste made of yeast is good for
barbel in April, May, and June, lished a
la tendida in clear water or better in
slightly murky and in not too swilt a
current. But note that you must bait the
stream with the same paste and that it
should be floured with white flour twice
sifted.

Another paste to take bogas and mad-
rillas during Lent and summer is made
thus: take a mouthful of very white bread
and chew 1o well, and then take it between
the fingers tomake a mass and with it bait
the hook with some very tiny balls and
fish al andar in clear water where the

water is held back. Note that this bit of
paste is not what takes it but what puts
the bait in the mouth, because being well
chewed it is so soft that when the boga or
madrilla comes to it, it [alls at once [rom
the hook and so baits him. Thus the real
paste that kills and takes is from bread
middling chewed because, being a bit
harder, it stays on the hook and so,
because it doesn’t fall off the first time,
the fish comes back and takes it. And note
with this bait you take big bogas and
madrillas when they begin to bite. Itis a
very clean bait and very quick, and he
who [ishes [with it] need not think about
offending his neighbor nor need he think
about [eeding himself; if on feeling a bite
the fisherman does not pull, heis ricked




and the boga or madrilla gets what 1t
wants,

The bermejuela that in some places
they call samariigo™ is very good bait for
catching trout in April and May, fishing
al andar in clear water with lead and
float. But note that the hook must be big
i there are big trout in the river hecausea
big trout has a big mouth and the baitis
not small, so the hook must be big. Tt has
o be put on the hook by the neck and
going down to the bottom. This kind of
lishing s called al pezh

The feather of the capon or duck or ol
another bivd called acbunalisavery excel-
lent baat for trout in the months of April,
May. June, July, and August in clear
water and swilt streams, But note that the
feather by itsell is worth nothing if* itis
not ted to the body of some [hes made of
the siome color of silk, an times vellow, at
times brown, and at other times black,
hecause these are the colors of the same
{lies that the trout eat in the streams even-
ing and morning. And you should know
that in different months there ran ditfer-
ent [Hes in the streams, And o lindout in
those rivers where there are trout, you
must put yoursell by the stream and look
at the color of the fly that Hies there and
take ivalive, H you do icright, yvouwill be
able 1o ke all the rout i the streammn.

The feather goes on the hook this way.
With the line on the hook, white and
twisted of only six strands, and the hook
of hall a turn well tempered, take some
few of the feathers and from the fastening
place of the hook put them so that the
feathers go towand the Tine and artach
them beginning [rom almost the hend ol
the hook as Lo oas the spade end. 7 And
when the attachment gets that L, nnn
the feathers back toward the hook insuch
a way that they hide 1 all the way 1o the
end ol the point, Then make the head of
the fly of black silk ot the head of the
feather next o the spade. And then make
the body of black silk. And puton thetop
vellow silk which is like a Tide Tdder®
because the body should show under the
feather.

A feather dark in color s goad for very
clear water i the mornings.

A feather very white i colon is good for
somewhat murky water in the evenings
and for the mornings, too. With the
feather one must ish, as T said, i swilt
streauns without lead and without floaw
but with the feather alone, throwing
down the stream and going up thestream
with reasonable speed so that the feather
goes along the top of the water 1o the
upper part of the stream, for in such a
manner the mout cat real Hhes and so we
fool them with arnlicial ones.

The bliek, honeved fig is very good
bait lor harbel in the months of Sep-
tember and October, lishing with it a la
tendida with a small weight of lead or
stone andd in the deeps or wells where

there are sure to be barbel. And itis better
to bait these streams or wells two days
carlier with thesame figs in the mornings
and evenings, And you put the fig on the
hook as follows: cutting the nipple and
crown of the lig, make the body four
picces cut in big tnns™ and cach of these
will hea bait put on as follows: you will
put the hook throught the middle of the
bite and put a knot with the line on the
head of the Tig so that it will not fall off
and " the hook hidden with the lig and
[be] not without o seguidera, for there is
no bait thar akes greater barbel than the
fig, and for this reason one must bring
strong apparatus. It is beter when the
water is tirbid or a lindle murky, and il the
water s clear, it should be [used] in the
deeps.

The very ripe black grape is good lor
barhel from the end of August through
the whole month of October. One lishes a
la tendida, Tivst batting the viver with the
grapes,

Fresh cheese a hide salted is good [or
barbel e slightly murky water and
tmes in clear, Fish a la tendida as with
the grape.

The Hymg ants, Y also called alwdas are
very goad for barbel. Fish with them in
clear or slightly muarky waters during
August, September, and October, which
are the months when the barbel cat them,
One needs to fish with them al andar with
lead and float and fastened wo the hook by
the neck. They must have the wings on
because that is what makes the barbel like
them a lot

Shrimp e for the bogas and madrillas
in clear water: one fishes al andar with
lead and Hoat as with the nymph.

Another bait is very appropriate for
lishing for barbel and madrillas, but it is
very nauseating. Itois much Lavored in
Landds where there ave no nymphs in the
rivers and it is prepared in the [ollowing
way. Take a piece ol cow’s or goat’s liver
and salt e and put it under the ground
wrapped ina damp rag and leave it nine
days and you will find 1t full of white
worms with hitle black heads and with
these you fish as with the nymph and
with lighter hooks and line. And putting
the Liver back into the ground, you will
[ind the worms cach time yvou do it But
where there are nymphs they don’t take
the trouble 1o use this bait.

There are some other batts they are
accustomed to usein fishing rivers, but as
the main and beter ones are contained in
this treatise, ol the others we will make no
account, not wanting to explain them.
So, noble senor, 1 bheg vou 1o receive my
service with that will thae your person
obliges and my wholesome desire merits,
which has been only 1o leave vou con-
tented doing vour commuand, without
puiting it out of my hands since the how
and the moment that 1 lelt vou. And then
my churning through ol books has been

great and the explications not small and
my writing has not been laggard in com-
plementing my word and T beg you to
take it all into account without thought
of thanking me. Forsimply knowing that
[ pleased you, I will count mysellsatisficd
and well ventured. §

P has s hon is imtended 1o e as
Literal s rendering of Basuro's Linguage as
i compatible with comprehension in Fng-
hish. The transhvors thank Keoneth |
Golby, Depantment of Languages, Liera-
tres, and Linguistics, York Universiry, lor
vitluable assistimce.

S cevineos y golosmas

PRl o v overso

U tnsyugo

“Fol. ¢ vireao

" letvados, meaning lawyers'

Tavencada, hevally "hemingel” sandine
*Loboy sardoy ave Tievally *Savdinian
wolves,” but none of these three vinieties ol

saltawiter fishes are o be dentibied.

In modern Spanish, dovada s commonly
Cliryysoprhys anvata.

ol ¢ v verso

o dn vrla

A Spanishorouch, Rutels rubiio arensn

U lalencra hispanica, aosmall member ol
Lamily Cyprinodontidae native to the Medi-
tervanean hioval of Spaim. or perhaps a
synonym lor Basurto’s bevmejuelas (see p. 1)

Wolvaga

" gusarapa

W Chondrostoma polylepis, a species ol
noselish indigenous 1o the cenal and
western Iherian penimsula

Y Clrondrostona toxastoma, aspecies of
noselish mdigenons to southwestern France
andd pants of the novthern and cenal
Iherian peninsula

S aterally, “on the snoll’

UCaddis Lnvae?

A Laterallv, “hindde stcks'

U Laterally, “at the stretch’

= porquetn

Do, Phe abomasanm is the loureh
digestive stomach ol sonommant.

Aol cvi oo

e hrom Faster 1o Pentecost, at the
extreme, from Lite Nonch throngh ey
June

A dwdos, aowerm i northern-Spamish
diadects, including Aragonese, The sense
seems to e o push the hook repeatediy
thiough the ipe so i lonms loops.

“Ttablax

FFol ¢ vl verso

M ena

W aerally, “lallower”

U Fol o vinl reato

= Basurto ens: he has previooshy siid
nothing abowt the lamo, oo s o Kind ol
md or mame mixed with organic
materals,

See note ' above.

SO aevally, tat the fish™ or with the Lish?

" Fol ¢ v verso

Woenxeridura

5 opaleta. nevally “hiule shovel’

S esealevica
grenes
WEol ¢ ixaeco
alarcas, an Ntagonism



I'he Angler, Charles Lanman

otl on canvas by William . Hubard




The Birthplace of Charles Lanman
Monyoe, Michigan
oil on paper by Charles Lanman

Charles LLanman

by Dorothy McNeully

For some time now we have had
an intevest in Charles Lanman
(1819-1895). A prolific writer,
Lanman wrote thirty-two books
and numerous magazine articles
—many of which deseribe his
[ly-fishing exploits in the north-
eastern and north central United States
and eastern Canada prior to the outbreak
of the Civil War. These are relatively early
accounts of fly-fishing in North America

and are thus important to those interested
in angling history. (In the next issue of
The American Fly Fisher, we plan to pub-
lish a checklist of Lanman's books and
magazine pieces.) Other than the mater-
wl found in the Dictionary ol American
Biography and in an introduction to a
reprint edition of one of Lanman's books
(A Summer in the Wilderness, 1847, re-
printed by Black Letter Press in 1978),
there is little biographical information

avatlable on Lanman. Herem we hope to
partly rectify this unfortunate situation.
We are delighted to be able to reprint a
biography of Charles Lanman that was
abstracted from a talk given by Lanman’s
grandniece, Dorothy McNeilly, before the
Florham Park (New Jersey) Historical
Society in 1983. Fortunately, while trying
to obtain information from the Smith-
sonian on a Lanman oil painting, we
chanced to make Dorothy's acquaintance.
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She has devoted many years to carefully
researching her Lanman lineage; she is
undoubtedly one of the few experts on the
subject.

Alfred Frankenstein, distinguished art
critic and former music critic for the
San Francisco Chronicle, once wrote ol
Charles Lanman:

The versatility of the Renaissance
man is supposed to have died out
with such late eighteenth century
characters as Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jelfferson, and Charles
Willson [sic] Peale, but some men
of the nineteenth century, Charles
Edwards Lester [journalist, author,
and lecturer], Henry Tuckerman
[noted art critic and literary figure],
and, above all, Charles Lanman—
rivalled, if they did not surpass
their many sidedness.!

Lanman was indeed a Renaissance man.
During his life he wore many different
hats: that of clerk, business executive,
newspaper editor, foreign correspondent,
art critic, explorer, government official,
historian, author, artist, bibliophile, and
art collector. One of his special passions
was angling—especially with the artifi-
cial [ly.

Charles Lanman was born in French-
town (now Monroe), Territority ol Mich-
igan, on June 4, 1819 (*in the shadow of
a primeval forest,”? as he once wrote)—
the first child of Charles James Lanman
and his wile, the former Marie Guie, who
subsequently had seven daughters and
another son. Scribner's Dictionary of
American Biography states that Lan-
man's mother, a French-Canadian, had
Indian blood in her veins, though family
records dating to the early eighteenth
century indicate her antecedents were all
French.?

Charles came from a background rich
in prominence and education. His grand-
father, James Lanman (a Phi Beta Kappa
graduate of Yale), was United States sena-
tor from Connecticut from 1819 to 1825,
He was the last man in Congress to wear
knee breeches and powdered hair. The
senator, a member ol many important
committees, voted with the South on the
Missouri Compromise question, as he
said, “to support the rights of the whole
United States and not those alone of the
State which had elected me a Senator.”™t
His vote dismayed Connecticut residents,
who burned him in ¢ffigy in Hartford;
but it wasn’t long before " publicopinion
was entirely reversed in his favor.'?

Charles's father, Charles James Lan-
man, graduated with honors from Yale.
After completing his law studies (with
his father) in 1817, he emigrated from his
home in Norwich, Connecticut, to the
Territory of Michigan at the invitation of
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his [riend, General Lewis Cass, who was
then civil governor of the territory.
There, Charles senior served as attorney
for the territory, judge of probate, and
“Receiver of Moneys," a post towhich he
was appointed by President Monroe and
reappointed by President John Quincy
Adams. (John Quincy Adams and C. J.
Lanman were third cousins, as both were
great, great grandsons of Dr. Thomas
Boylston, the first physician and surgeon
of Muddy River—now Brookline—Mass-
achusetts.) The post of receiver was
important, for only specie; i.e., gold or
silver coin, was used for all business
transactions in the sparsely settled wil-
derness. It was unsale to have a large
accumulation of funds at any one place.
It was the receiver's responsibility to
make collections and to transport the spe-
cie, via packhorse with saddle box, to the
Bank of Michigan in Detroit, which had
a population then of less than two thou-
sand. Apparently, not too many trips had
to be made to Detroit, for in 1821 he wrote
that there was “'such a scarcity of money,
a dollar is almosta phenomenon,” and in
1836 he wrote: “the times are horrible—
there is neither business confidence,
credit or currency and wood six dollars a
cord—I don't know what people will do
this winter.''6

As for young Charles, his Michigan
boyhood instilled in him a lifelong love
and appreciation of nature, a love clearly
evident in his paintings and in his writ-
ing. His vast woodland lore was learned
from an old Indian who taught him the
arts of fishing and hunting. The two
often walked through forests, stalked
game, or explored crecks and rivers of the
unspoiled wilderness via canoe.

When he was ten, his grandfather in
Norwich, skeptical of the quality of edu-
cation available in the territory, sent for
him to come East to attend classes at an
academy in that town. He remembered
with fondness that “under my grandfa-
ther's library protection it was my lot as a
boy, to live for two or three years."7 James
Lanman’s library was a superb one, and
there Charles most likely acquired his
knowledge and love ol the best in litera-
ture.® But the young man's formal educa-
tion was over when he was [ifteen, and it
is puzzling why he did not go o Yale, as
his father did. One reason may be that his
father's extensive real-estate investments
in Michigan and elsewhere were not
proving profitable, and thus money for
tuition was not readily available. In any
event, he began working as a clerk for an
East India house, Suydam, Jackson &
Company, on Pearl Street in New York,
where he remained ten years—"wasted
years' he called them. But they were not
really wasted years. In his decade with
Suydam, Jackson & Company, he not
only became an executive with the lirm,
he also published Letters about the Hud-

son River (1835), Essays for Summer
Hours (1841), and Letters from a Land-
scape Painter (1845). The later included
the essay “Cole's Imaginative Paint-
ings,"" olten referred to by art histonans
when discussing the Hudson River
School of Painting and its progenitor. In
addition he studied painting with Asher
Durand. Convenient 1o the Pearl Swreet
office was the Mercantile Library (found-
ed in 1820 and still active woday), which
no doubt satislied his reading needs. The
library was patronized at that time by
Washington Irving, Horace Greeley, and
John Jacob Astor, to name just a few.

In 1845 Lanman left New York and
returned to Monroe, Michigan, to edit the
Monroe Gazzette, which he left the fol-
lowing year to become associate editor of
the Cincinnati Chronicle. He ook leave
of his editorial duties during the warm
months of 1846 to embark on a canoc trip
up the Mississippi Riverand LakeSuper-
1or. He recounted his experiences in the
book Summer in the Wilderness, pub-
lished in 1847. That same year, he left
Cincinnati and returned to New York to
become a reporter and assistant in the
editorial office of the Express. It was here
that he inaugurated astyle of art eriticism
that “won him much reputation,” ac-
cording to his publisher, James Brooks.
Early the following year, Brooks sent him
on assignment to Washington, which he
had never before visited. Brooks advised
him that “public alfairs are taking an
interesting turn down there, and you
must send us some good letters, but one
thing remember—don't believe anything
you hear and not more than one-half that
you see.” The young newspaperman was
so captivated by Washington that after
dispatching a few reports to the Express,
he resigned to join the National Intelli-
geneer. Peter Lanman of Norwich, Con-
necticut, who had recently returned from
England and the Continent, congratu-
lated his grandnephew on being with the
Intelligencer; he commented, ""no Ameri-
can newspaper ranks higher in London
and Paris, and no editors stand on higher
ground at home and abroad than Messrs.
Gales and Seaton.”? Peter deemed it a
very high honor for such a young man to
have their confidence.

Charles continued to contribute arti-
cles to the paper after his appointment in
1849 as librarian for the War Department.
In May of 1850, he became librarian of the
Department of State's copyrights, but
resigned in July to become conflidential
secretary for Daniel Webster, who was the
secretary of state under President Millard
Fillmore. I have not been able to discover
why Webster chose Charles to be his seere-
tary; however, his talents were no doubt
asily recognized by the secretary of state.

It was Webster who suggested 1o Presi-
dent Fillmore that the duty of establish-
ing a library for the White House should



Mrs. Charles Lanman (Adeline Dodge)
a charcoal and chalk drawing by Eastman Johnson
courtesy of Frick Art Reference Library

be assigned o Lanman. Lanman ful-
filled this assignment in addition to per-
forming his secretarial responsibilities
for Webster. The Fillmores had discov-
ered (to their amazement) after they had
moved into the executive mansion that
there was not a book in the place, not
even a Bible; and “when the President
holds a Cabinet Council, there is not even
a volume of laws to which reference can
be had and the members are obliged 10

run around to their offices to obtain the
hooks they must be obliged to resort 1o, 19
A Congressional appropriation was
sought and quickly granted; and Lan-
man, to quote him:

made extensive purchases, accord-
ing to my own judgment, in New
York and Boston. The list I submit-
ted o the President was sanctioned
without an exception, but his

Excellency, however, found fault
with one of the purchases . .. a copy
of the ‘Federalist’ without an index,
and I was told that any work of that
character with such a deficiency
was a sham and well nigh useless. I
saw the point but took refuge in the
fact 1 could not purchase what was
not on the market, and that half a
loal was better than no bread atall.
Since that time, the work in ques-

FRICK ART REFERENCE LIBRARY



Moosehead Lake, Maine, 1883
oil on paper by Charles Lanman

tion has been published with an
admirable index. !

The relationship between Webster and
Lanman, despite the dilference in ages—
thirty-seven years—appears to have been
avery compatible one. In fact, as Lanman
wrote, “when enjoying his companion-
ship alone, our relative positions seemed
mutually to be forgotten.” The two ook
advantage of every opportunity to fish
together, whether at Webster's home in
Marshficld, Massachusetts, or in Wash-
ington, where they went almost daily to
the Great Falls of the Potomac o try their
luck. “Mr. Webster would throw off his
cares and personal pecuniary troubles to
cast his line with boyish glee and 1o exult
loudly when he succeeded in hooking a
lish.” according to Atlantic Monthly in
1879. Lanman made this note about a
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morning's fishing expedition with Webs-
ter: "He gave me as a reason winding up
the sport at nine o'clock, that he was Pres-
ident Fillmore's clerk and was obliged to
be at the Department before noon."!*

Alter Webster's death on October 24,
1852, Lanman held various positions
with government agencies, including
librarian for the Interior Department
(1855 to 1857 and 1865) and the House of
Representatives (1861). He had hoped
his intimate friend Abraham Lincoln
would appoint him librarian [or the
Library of Congress, but political pres-
sures forced the president to place some-
one else in that post. He vowed he would
never again enter that library. He never
did, so it is ironic that many of his papers
are there.!3:1

On June 19, 1849, Charles acquired a
permanent traveling companion when

he married Adeline Dodge, daughter of
Francis Dodge of Georgetown (a prosper-
ous merchant and West Indies trader and
a former New Englander). Also married
that day with them at the Dodge home
was Adeline’s sister, Virginia, who be-
came the wife of Ben Perley Poore. Poore
was a well-known correspondent of
Harper's Magazine, the Crayon, and
other publications, and was one of the
most popular persons in Washington.
The ceremony took place at the ungodly
hour of 4:30 a.m., in order to give the
couples (said to have honeymooned
together) time to go from Georgetown to
the Washington railroad station, where
they caught the 6:00 a.m. train for New
York City." For a wedding present, Mr.
Dodge gave Adeline and Charles twin
brick houses built in 1810, on P Street—
one for them to live in, the other to rent.



The couple resided there for their entire
married life'®

Lanman's diplomatic career began in
1871 when he was appointed American
secretary for the first Japanese legation in
Washington, a position that he held for
cleven years. After leaving the legation,
Lanman devoted most of his time to writ-
ing and painting, He wis assistant asses-
sor ol the District of Columbia in 1885,
and in 1888 became librarvian of the
Washington City Library.

During his liletime. Lanman naveled
extensively in this country (cast of the
Rockies) and in Canada. The journal he
kept while exploring the mountains
from Georgia to Virginia became Letters
from the Allegheny Mountains, pub-
lished in 1819, It was one ol his best
sellers, and it is referred 1o in the current
guide for the Applachian Trail, which,
incidentally, follows much the same
route. An equally popular book was
Tour to the River Saguenay (1848), a
“record of adventures in the valleys of the
Hudson, St. Lawrence and St. Johns and
some of the rivers ol New England,”
rescarched when he, in his words, “relin-
quished my editorial labors forawhilein
the summer of 1847 to spend a portion of
the time to indulge in my passion for
angling.” At Tadousac, at the confluence
of the St. Lawrence and Saguenay rivers,
he was guest and fishing companion ol
William Price, the proprictor of a large
lumber business.

Five years later, Charles, his wile, Ade-
line, and the Reverend and Mrs. Louis
Noble followed the same route. Adeline
wrote a delightful account of the second
tour. In it she relates the details of a
dinner the two couples had as guests of
the Governor General, Lord Elgin, of
Quebee:

“On arriving we were ushered into a
little room where we deposited our
shawls, then on to the drawing room, led
by liveried servants,” where she had the
accidental pleasure of seeing Tour to the
Saguenay lving on a table.” She was
escorted in to dinner (served on gold
plate) by Lord Elgin and sat on his right.
Art and literature, the Elgin marbles, as
well as government allairs, were dinner
topics, and “the want of discipline in the
American course ol education was touched
upon.” The lollowing day the Lanmans
and the Nobles set sail for Tadousae, sur-
viving a vicious storm in which many
hoats were lost, and on reaching that des-
tination they were guests of William
Price. On their way home [rom Canada,
they visited Daniel Webster at Marsh-
ficld, there they found Great Britain's
Minister Plenipotentiary, John Cramp-
ton. Webster, always the perfect host, saw
to it that he and the other expert Isaak
Waltons, Lanman and Crampton, would
spend some time orving their luck in
nearby waters. On one occasion the host

and all the guests had dinner at Ply-
mouth, where “there was a very pleasant
assemblage of pilgrim descendants,”
Adeline reported. Plymouth, more than
filteen miles from Marshiield, was quitea
distance to travel by carriage in those days
1o cat out!

Lanman was an extremely prolific
writer. He published thirty-two books
during his lifetime, some of which have
already been mentioned. A very popular
one was Haphazard Personalities (1886),
a collection of vignettes of notable people
he had known. Also in demand was The
Private Life of Daniel Webster (1852).
There were always plenty ol readers for
the books of his travels in both this coun-
try and Canada. The Dictionary of Con-
gress, [irst published in 1859 (there were
several later editions), was a biographical
record of cach person who had ever been
in Congress.'7 He also contributed arti-
cles to a number of periodicals, among
them Harper's New Monthly Magazine,
the Southern Literary Messenger ([ivst in
1810), Athenacum, and the Hlustrated
L.ondon N ews, which paid him one gui-
nea for cach article or sketch from his
paint brush. His vast knowledge of the
denizens of the sea, lakes, and rivers
found its way into reports for the United
States Commission of Fish and Fisheries
(1872), one of which dealt with *“The Sal-
monidae of Eastern Maine, New Bruns-
wick and Nova Scotia.”

As a painter, Lanman was most pro-
lific; his paintings are believed 1o number
over one thousand. The whereabouts of
few are known today, however. 'The
National Academy of Design in New
York accepted his [irst picture for exhibit
in 1840 and then included his work in
[ifteen subsequent exhibits. He was
admitted to the National Academy’s
membership in 1842 as an associate, an
unusual honor for so young an artist.
Twice he exhibited at the American Ant
['nion, also in New York.'#

One of the most engaging chapters in
the lives of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lan-
mian—who had no children ol their
own—nbhegan in 1872, when they became
foster parents of a Japanese girl, only
seven years old. Her name was Umeka
Tsuda, but she was always called Ume.
She and two other young ladies, sent (o
the United States by the emperor of
Japan, were the fivst Japanese girls to be
educated in this country. An outstanding
scholar in private school in Washington
and at Bryn Mawr College, Ume returned
to her native land and later founded the
Tsuda School [or Girls. The school be-
came Tsuda College in 1900, and roday
IS i University.

Charles Lanman died on Monday,
Manch 1, 1895, in his house on P Street.
e wis seventy-six vears old. According
to Katharine M. Knox in her Surprise
Personalities in Georgetown, D.C. (1958),

the cause ol death was heart discase. Al-
ter a funeral service on March 7, he was
buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery, George-
town, Washington, District ol Columbia.
His wile, Adeline, who outlived Charles
by some nincteen years, s buried at his
side. §

! A. Frankenstein, William Sudney Mount
(New York: H. N. Abrams Inc., 1975) p. 106.
Mount, a nineteenth-century genre painter,
was a longtime friend of Charles Lanman.

2 Charles Lanman, A Family
Monologue," unpublished manuscript

* A perusal ol a collection of Lanman
ancestral papers at the Detroit Public
Library reveals no evidence of Marie Guie's
“Indian blood."”

¢ Lanman Papers, Department of Special
Collections, Rescarch Library at the
University of California at Los Angeles

5 Ihid.

& [ bid.

7 1bid.

* Charles Lanman's library, including
books from his grandlather’s and his father's
fine collections, was auctioned in 1973 by
Samuel T. Freeman & Company in
Philadelphia.

9 Lanman Papers, see note 4 above,

10 Francis de S. Ryan, Centennial of the

White House Library, 1950

' Lanman Papers, see note 4 above.

12 Charles Lanman, Recollections of
Curious Characters and Pleasant Places,
(Edinburgh: David Douglas, 1881) p. 224

M Mary C. Watkins, “Charles Lanman,
June 14, 1819-1895." Senior Thesis, George
Washington University, 1968

" The largest collection of Charles
Lanman's papers is at the University of
California at Los Angeles.

" Mary C. Watkins, sce note 13 above.

16 According to some sources, Charles
Dickens and Washington Irving were
entertained at Lanman's 3035 P Sureet
residence.

17 It was assembled from questionnaires
Lanman had distributed. All the question-
naire replies were sold at an auction a few
years ago; the highest price paid for one,
$16,000, was for Abraham Lincoln’s, on
which he had written in the space [or
education, "Deficient.” For a time, Lanman
owned the copyright for the dictionary that
was printed by Congress. This caused
Horace Greeley to comment (o him, 1 do
not see any book that Congress patronizes
can be good for anything since it cannot
afford to tell unpleasant truths.”

" A major exhibit of Charles Lanman's
paintings and sketches has recently been
assembled. More than sixty of his works are
on display. It is by far the most extensive
exhibit of Lanman’s art to date. The exhibit
may be viewed at the Monroe County
Historical Museum, Monroe, Michigan
(until September 30, 1984), and at the
Woodmere Art Gallery, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania (October 27, 1984 to January
5, 1985). A handsome catalog of the exhibit
may be obtained by writing to Harry F.
Orchard, Curator, Morris Muscum ol Arts
and Sciences, P. O. Box 125, Convent, NJ
07961 (price, including postage. is § 6.00).

19



Take a Writer Fishing

by W. D. Wetherell

W. D. Wetherell has furnished us
with a poignant essay on writers
and fishing. It is a chapter from
his forthcoming book, Vermont
River, which is scheduled for
publication in the fall of 1984 by
Nick Lyons Books.

I dreamt last night that I was fishing
with Joseph Conrad. We were on the
open stretch of the river above the first
bridge. I was casting a dry [ly toward a
shallow spot that couldn’t possibly have
held a trout; Conrad was shaking his
head in disapproval, muttering some-
thing in Polish that I couldn't under-
stand. He was fishing with a handline,
hauling it in over his shoulder as il it
were an anchor rope, really straining—
his fine beard was drenched in sweat. [
would have liked to help him, but was
too shy. More than anything, I wanted
him to approve of the river and love it as
much as I did.

Too soon, he [aded into Roger Maris.
But so vivid was his image that when [
woke up this morning, I went to the
library to determine whether there's any
record of his having [ished. Had T put
him on that trout stream by mysell, or
was there some half-remembered refer-
ence to the sport buried away in Nos-
tromo?

I suppose I'm to blame. None of the
novels or stories contain fishing scenes,
and there's no mention of any interest in
his autobiographical writings. In the
course of his maritime career, he must
have known men who [lished hard for
their living, and fishing [or fun must
have smacked, to him, ol affectation.

Searching through Conrad, remember-
ing the dream, I began trying to list all
the great writers who are known to have
been dedicated fishermen. It's a remark-
ably short list, and I'm not sure why. Is it
because great writers are too intellectual
to take any interest in something so

20

carthy as fishing? I don't think so—fly-
fishing has always attracted a brainy sort,
and among its practitioners are a great
number of scientists, engineers, artists,
and teachers. Is it because writers bear too
complicated a burden of worry and con-
cern to enjoy fishing's basic premise?
This might be closer to it. Like any other
human activity, fishing has its share of
ironies, and perhaps the act of trying to
ool a trout into thinking that a picce of
feather and steel 1s a mayfly is fundamen-
tally too absurd for a great mind to
endure. Perhaps, also, writers with their
torments know too well what it's like to
have a barbed hook in their throat and
have no wish to inflict the same torture
on another harmless soul.

Let's go down the list. Hemingway is
first, il for no other reason than that his
love for fishing was the most sell-adver-
tised. The popular conception of Hem-
ingway as a fisherman revolves around
his days fishing off Cuba and the Keyson
his beloved Pilar, with the kind of epic,
day-long encounters with marlin that
formed the basis of The Old Man and the
Sea. While this kind of big-fish fishing
with its competitiveness, its emphasis on
sheer physical power and machismo,
obviously meant a lot to Hemingway and
revealed much that was fundamental in
his character, it doesn't present him in a
particularly attractive light. Would it
have been funto be on the Pilar with him,
fishing the “great blue stream' of the
Gulf? For a while, perhaps, then some-
thing of a bore. Arnold Gingrich, his
friend and publisher, claimed that “Er-
nest was a meat fisherman. .. intensely
competitive about his fishing, and a very
poor sport.” This seems like an accurate
appraisal; it's fun to catch a big fish, but
not if your manhood is being measured
by how fast you reel him in.

It's the younger, not-yet-legendary
Hemingway—the Hemingway who fished
grasshoppers for trout—that's the appeal-

ing one. The golden moments of his boy-
hood revolved around his trips to the
lakes and streams of the Upper Peninsula
ol Michigan, the locale of his “Big Two-
Hearted River.” In this, and in his carly
journalism for the Toronto Star, there'sa
boyish sincerity and brightness that gives
way to pontification twenty years later
when he's writing about big game. In-
cluded in his early journalism are ac-
counts of streams he’s visited in Canada
and Europe, illuminated by the typically
compact Hemingway style. Here's a man
who can sum up the enchantments of a
trout river in one beautiful phrase: A
pool whose moselle-colored water sweeps
into a dark swirl and expanse that is blue-
brown with depth and Tifty feel across.”
Here's a man who has an eye for things
other than rout, who can include in an
account of a Swiss hishing trip medita-
tions on barmaids in station bulfets,
Napoleon's army in the St. Bernard pass,
and the latest news in a trout-stained
Daily Mail. This Hemingway—theyoung
man who hiked across the Black Forest in
the twenties with arucksack and a (ly rod
and not much else—is the one with
whom I would have liked to fish.

Thoreau is another writer it would be
fun going out on the river with, though
you'd have to be prepared for some trou-
ble. I don't mean dealing with his re-
served personality (Sonia Hawthorne
said that taking his hand was like taking
the hand of an elm), but with his ambi-
alence toward fishing, Did he love it or
hate i

Read his account of night lishing on
Walden, and vou'd swear no one ever
loved the sport more. He tells ol return-
ing late 1o the pond from the village and
spending the dark hours of midnight
fishing [rom a boat, “communicating by
a long flaxed line with mysterious noc-
turnal fishes. .. now and then feeling a
slight vibration along it, indicative of
some life probing about its extremity, of



John Burrowghs with a brace of trowt in Yellowstone Park, 1903

dull uncertain blundering purpose there,
and slow to make up its mind."”

Thoreau, for all his talk of simplicity,
was 1oo complicated a man to leave it at
that. As much as he enjoyed fishing (we
have that famous image ol Thoreau play-
ing the flute in his boat, charming the
perch gathered about the bow), he was
convinced that he showldn't—that fish-
ing, like hunting, was an important but
essentially immature response to nature
and its wonders, a pursuit for “embryo™
man and not those attuned to the "higher
laws." He puts down the fishermen who
come o Walden thus: “"T'hey might go
there a thousand times belore the sedi-
ment of lishing would sink to the bottom
and leave their purpose pure.” He's
equally hard on himsell: I have found
repeatedly, of late years, that I cannot fish
without falling a litle in self-respect. |
have tried 1t again and again. I have skill
atit. .. but always when I have donelI feel
it would have been better if T had not
fished. .. with every year I am less a
fisherman...at present, I am no fisher-
man at all.”

There's no apology at all in that other
great nineteenth-century writer, John
Burroughs. While Thoreau was at Wal-
den deciding whether or not to fish, Bur-
roughs was out on the Neversink, cele-
brating trout [ishing with some of his
happiest prose. ““Trout streams coursed
through every valley my boyvhood knew,”
he writes in his essay, “Speckled Trout.”
He describes trips to the Delaware, Ron-
dout, Beaverkill, and Esopus—trips in
which it was nothing for each lisherman
to take a hundred trout.

Burroughs had more insight into the
sport than Thoreau. He claims he's seen
more of woods and nature in “threading
my native streams lor wwout,” than he
would have in any other way. Fishing
“pitches one in the right key' 1o aceept
nature; the fisherman “is a kind ol
vagrant that nothing fears... all his

approaches are gentle and indirect.”
With this atitude, [ly selection is no
problem: "When you bait your hook
with your heart, the fish always bire!™
And later: A certain quality of youth is
idispensable 1o the successful angler, a
certain unworldliness and readiness 1o
mvest yoursell in an enterprise that
doesn’t pay in the current coin.”

Washington Irving lished some of
those same Catskill streams. One of the
essays in his Sketeh Book, *"The Angler,”
is a self-deprecatory account of his [livta-
tion with trout. Reading Isaak Walton
has left him “stark mad [about [ishing | as
was ever Don Quixote from reading
books of chivalry.” Thus intoxicated, he
ventures out on an upstate stream with
all the necessary accouterments (' per-
plexed with halla hundred pockets™) and
begins to cast,

The results are meager. “For my part, [
was always a bungleratall kinds of sports
that require either patience or adroit-
ness. .. 1 hooked mysell instead ol the
fish, tangled my lincein every tree, lost my
bait, broke my rod and gave up the
attlempt in despair.” Poor Irving! How
we can sympathize with him! Nothing
daunted, he ends the day reading his
beloved Walton under the shade of a gen-
tle oak. ""I'here is certainly something in
angling,” he concludes, il we could
forget, which anglers are apt to do, the
cruelties and tortures inflicted on worms
and insects, that tends 1o produce a gen-
tleness ol spirit and a pure serenity ol
mind."”

Irving's contemporaries were less fond
ol the sport. His friend Sir Walter Scon
deseribed himsell as “No [isher, but a
well-wisher of the game.” He must have
known a little about the subject; there's a
scene in Redeauntlet where Darsie Lati-
mer dismisses Charles Cotton's writings
as not being applicable to Highlands
streams, then goes on to spin his version
of the amiliar barcloot-bhoy-out-fishing-

sophisticated-angler story. Scou’s dis-
missal of Cotton is echoed in Lord Byron's
put-down of Walton: ""T'he quaint, old,
cruel coxcomb in his gullet; should have
a hook, and a small wout o pull i.”
Tennyson's poetry includes an occa-
sional relerence to fishing—apparently
he shared with Burroughs and Irving the
opinion that it was good lor the soul to
engage in something so absolutely wun-
ecconomic. Lasty trout to him were
seript and share; and babbling waters
more than cent for cent.”

To find the real angling poet, you have
to move ihead forty years to Years, It's
funny about him. There's no mention of
any fishing rips in his autobiography,
and yet he wrote some of the [inest poetry
on the subject extant. There's “The
Fisherman™: “Although I can see him
still, the freckled man who goes, toagrey
place on a hill, in grey Connemara
clothes, at dawn to cast his [lies™; and
"“The Song of Wandering Aengus'':
“Because a [ire was in my head. .. 1
dropped the berry inastream, and caught
a little silver trout.™

Reading Yeats, you come to the conclu-
sion that what he really loved was the
sound of the word trowt and the pastoral,
innocent image it conveyed, To him,
trout were like fairies in the Irish hills—
something you thought well of without
wishing to actually catch. In all the fish-
ing in print, has there ever been a more
magical line than the one from “The
Stolen Child?" “"We seek for slumbering
trout, and whispering in their cars, Give
them unquiet dreams.”

Il Yeats is the epitome of the mystical
fisherman, then Chekhov is the personi-
fication of the carthy one. No great writer
ever loved [ishing more. Nina, speaking
of the writer Trigorin in The Seagull,
could easily have been describing Chek-
hov himsell. “And is it not wonderful
that a famous writer, the darling of the
public, mentioned daily in the papers
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. .. should spend his whole day lishing
and be delighted because he has caught
two chubb.”

Chekhov would have been a good man
to fish with—caring nothing lor ortho-
doxy, whether in literature or lishing,
and having that rare ability to lorget he's
a great man. Fishing was a welcome di-
version from the cares of Hierature and
medicine; the moment he bought his
country estate at Melikhovo in 1892, he
began stocking his ponds with tench
immported lrom Moscow in glass jars. Tri-
gorin, the bemused writer stumbling
about other people’s lives carrying a
notehbook and a fishing rod, is in some
part Chekhov's wry Lwagh at himsell. (1
saw a performance of The Seagullyecent-
ly in which Trigorin—a man fishing a
farm pond for chubb—carvied the kind of
huge saltwater rod Zane Gray might have
used, thereby making ludicrons what was
otherwise a [ine production.)

Chekhov's real fishing masterpicee is a
lesser-known story called “Fish." Tt hears
the simplest of plots. Berasim, a peasant,
is working by the river preparing a
bathing shed when he grabs a huge fish
that's hiding under some willow roots,
Other peasants come over and offer their
advice on how to land him ("But why do
vou keep poling with your hand?™ cries
the hunchback Lubim, shivering as
though in a fever. “ You blockhead! Hold
him, hold him, or else he'll getaway, the
anathema! Hold him, 1 tell you!™). "The
matter isn’t resolved until the master
himsell, Andrey Andreitch, hears the
commotion and joins the fun.

‘A [amous eel-pout.” mutters Yelim,
scratching under his shoulder blades, ‘T°11
be bound it weighs ten pounds.”

‘Mm...ves.” the master assents. “The
liver is fairly swollen! I seems 1o stand
out! Aach!”

The lish makes o sudden, unexpected
upward movement with its tail and the
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fishermen hear a loud splash ... they all
put out their hands, but it is 1o late; they
have seen the last of the cel-pout.

It's all there—the simple excitement ol
it, the suspense, the climax, and the
immediate anticlimax. Chekhov has
always been regarded as the writer's wri-
ter, and based on the insights he shows in
this story, he was the fisherman's lisher-
man as well

T HL White was another writer who
had an uncanny insight into lish and
fishing. We have that masterful scene in
T he Sword in the Stone where the Want,
the young King Arthur, is transformed
mto i tench by Merlin so he may swim
about the castle moat and complete his
cducation among the fish, nearly being
swillowed by a pike in the process. W hite
had o great nataral alfinity with animals,
bivds, and lish; nature was a balm for the
torments of his inner life, offering him
the companionship he could never find
with another human. White—with his
falconear’s patience—would have been a
methodical fisherman and a learned one;
he and Chekhov could have taught cach
other a lot.

With White, the list nears its end. (It
could be extended, though, by including
contemporary liction writers like Wil-
lam Humphrey, Norman Maclean,
Richard Brautigan, and Tom McGuane,
people who have written about lishing in
imaginative and original ways,) Looking
hack on the writers mentioned, several
names stick out by their absence—writers
whose silence on fishing is in some ways
WSUrprise.

Take Melville, Tor instance. Here's a
man who in Moby Dick gave us what is
arguably the best “fishing' story ever
written (Melville, remember, insisted
that the whale was a fosh), and yet there
are only three or four vague references to
fishing in his entire output, and they're

all less than memorable. Take this poem
lvom Mardi:

Fish, fish, we are fish with red gills;
Naught disturbs us, our blood is zero;
We are buoyant because of our bags;
Bemg many, cach lish is a hero. . .

Which is a long way from Yeats. But it's
casy to understand why Melville wasn't a
fisherman. To anyone who had clung 1o
the sides of a whale boat on a Nantucket
sleigh ride, catching ten-inch Berkshire
tout must have seemed pretty tame.

Dickens is another novelist you might
have expected 10 write about fishing, if
for no other reason than that he scems to
have written about everything else. There
are no anglers among his characters, not
even among the sporting Pickwickians.
Dickens does, however, hold an honorary
place in the angling hall of fame. The
Dolly Varden trout is named after the ir-
repressible Dolly Varden of Barnaby
Rudge, "the very impersonation of good-
humour and blooming beauty. .. giddy,
fTirtatious and coquettish.”

Robert Frost should by rights be an
angler. Of all the greats so far mentioned,
he's the only one who might have known
the rivers T love, and I regret there's no
record in his poetry of any involvement.
Ernest Poole, the novelist who was
Frost’s Franconia Notch neighbor, men-
tions in areminiscence that Frost liked to
go [ishing in the spring, but these ex-
peditions left no trace in his work. In his
collected poems there is only one refer-
enceto fishing. It comes in ““T'he Moun-
tain’' where the local farmer, in ex-
plaining his relationship to the moun-
tain that rises behind his farm, says “I've
been on the sides, Deer-hunting and
trout-fishing..." And that's it for Robert
Frost. There are no hymns to New
Hampshire trout streams, no recollec-
tions of fishing trips in the Green Moun-
tains—his Hyla Brooks are always [ish-




Hemingway and Faulkner as seen by illustrator Allan Hassall

less. Like Conrad, he knew too well the
hard work that went into wresting a liv-
ing [rom nature to spare much attention
to people who went 1o the woods for
sport.

And what about William Faulkner?
Why didn't he leave us a fishing equiva-
lent of “"The Bear?” He hived in a region
where [ishing was a way of life, and he
must have listened to his share of fishing
stories during his spell of purgatory at
the local post office. Mississippi is bass
country—the stories would have been ol
monster largemouths caught on frogs.
And while these were the kind ol oral
legends Faulkner thrived on, he never got
around Lo writing as lovingly about [ish-
ing as he did of hunting,

There s one account ol Faulkner's
interest in fishing, and it's a poignant
and moving one. After his death in 1962,
his neighbors in Oxford put their recol-

lections of the man they called Bill into a
book. Among the contributions is one by
J. Aubrey Seay in which he deseribes
meeting Faulkner by a lake four days
before the great writer's death. Scay was
going [ishing, and he asked Faulkner if
he would like to come along. Faulkner
politely declined—he wasn't feeling up
to it—but asked il he could sitand watch
them fish through binoculars.

I've thought ol that scenc often lately—
the great man bundled up against the
death that was around the corner, staring
out over the lake's surface with an old
pair of binoculars, trying one last time to
watch and learn. T think of Scay casting
[or bass from the bow of that boat across
the lake—ol how [ishermen can never
Kknow when they're posing for someone
who might just possibly make them erer-
nal. T picture mysell on the viver under
that doomed, all-sceing gaze, and it

makes me cast a linde more carelully,
doing evervthing in slow motion so that
Bill Faulkner—his hands irembling on
the binoculims—can get it right. §

This is Walter D. Wetherell's first
contribution to The American Fly
Fisher. His first novel, Souvenirs, was
published in 1981 by Random House.
His short stories and articles have
appeared in the Atlantic, the New
York Times, and other national
publications. Two of his short stovies
have won O'Henry awards. He
curvently resides in Thetford, Vermont.

< 1984 by W. D. Wetherell, Reprinted

by permission of Nick Lyons Books
from ermont River.
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Museum Opens

The American Muscum of Fly Fishing opened its
new exhibition galleries on May 26, 1981, In our next
issue, we'll take vou on a gallery tour in full color. For
the time being, since the color pages in this issue were
long ago committed, here are some scenes from the
opening party held for trustees on June 2, together with
SOME NEWS pertaining 1o our recent opening.

After a truly herculean effort on the part of the
muscum stall and volunteers (our gallery renovation
was accomplished in the middle of our busy spring-
auction scason), the exhibits and labels were finally in
place, the new signs were installed on the grounds, and
the doors were open. On Sunday, May 27, we hosted a
reception for members of the community in order to
acquaint them with the Museum. 'This was attended by
more than a hundred people, all of whom seemed 1o be
wonderfully impressed by our new lacility. The next
reception was held on June 2, this time for trustees and
afew guests. Following a joyous celebration in the new
galleries (our permanent home, at last, alter sixieen
years in temporary quarters), we strolled across the
street for a sumptuous bulfet at the 1811 House, where
the celebration lasted well into the evening,.

Among our honored guests on that day was Mus,

Judy Gibbs, Trustee Ed Zevu, and Outdooy Lile Adngling Editor Jeny Gilibs

TAFF Copyeditor

Diana Morley, Editoy and
Iriestee Daind Ledlie,
and Tom Morley




Mys. D. C. Corkran (left) and
Mys. Manion W. G, Pleissner

New Galleries!

Marion W. G, Pleissner, with whose gracious coopera-
tion we were able to put together An Ogden Pleissner
Retrospective—an exbibition ol twenty-seven original
works by the late artst and friend of the Muscum.
Portions of this exhibit will be on display through our
annual meceting in Manchester on September 8,

The Pletssner exhibit is in addition to more tradi-

; tional displays of nmumerous items from our extensive
collection of [y-fishing artifacts and memorabilia. Also
on view as a special exhibic is a sampling from the
fabulous collection created by William Cushner, for-
merly of Manhattan and now of Ingonish, Nova Scotia.
Some members may recall the exnaordinary exhibit ol
My, Cushner's hamed, historic hes ar The American
Muscum of Natural History in New York a number ol
vears ago. Bill Cushner agreed last winter 1o a special
loan exhibition at our muscum, which will remain on
display unul next spring.

In the Tew weeks since our doors have been open,
we've had visits by people [rom more than twenty-cight
states and seven counmies. We also have taken in more
than one thousand dollars in contributions at the door.
Truly a happy combination, §

— JonN MERWIN

Trustees Roy Chapin, Leigh Perkins, Dick Finlay, and Romi Perkins
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Notes
and
Comment

Pleissner Book On Sale

David R, Godine of Boston, widely
known as a publisher of line books, has
announced the publiciion of The At of
Ogden Pleissner by Peter Bergh. The 120-
page book is 127 x 11”7 and features 105
illustrations in color, Al thvee editions ol
the book are available Tor purchase
through the Museum. The trade edition
is available for $45. A limited edition of
100 copies featares a different cloth bind-
ing. is signed and numbered by the
author, and contains a suite of four small
prints (one vom cach section ol the
book). The limited edition price is $150.
There is also a deluxe edition of 100
copics, bound in quarter leather, slip-
cased, signed and numbered by Marion
Pleissner, with the suite of four small
prints. This edition includes i separate,
unpublished sporting print by Mr. Pleiss-
ner (UBig Fish Rise™), numbered and es-
tate stnnped. The deluxe edition price is
$500.

Members will be notified of this offer
by mail. Procecds ol sales through the
Museum are to benelit the Museam’'s
eencral fund. In the case of limied and
deluxe cditions, we suggest that you
order carly. Books will be available [or
shipment in early November, Make voun
check pavable to The American Museum
ol Fly Fishing.

L.etters to the Editor

To the Editor:

In response 1o your encouragement of
letiers 1o vou as mentioned in On the
Drawing Bomd.” vol. 11, no. 1, I send a
very crly reference (civea 700 B.CL) con-
cerning proper wading, which I have not
seen mentioned in the various histories of
angling available to me. Iroccurs inlines
737-711 ol Hesiod, " The Works and
Days'™

Never wade the pretty vipples of per-
petually flowing vivers, until you have
looked at thew holy waters, and prayed-to
them, and washed youy hands in the pale
enchanting water,

For if one wades a viver unwashed of
Nands and wneashed of wickedness, the
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Did He or Didn’t He?

In volume 8, nwmber 1 of The Ameri-
can Fly Fisher, Kenneth Shewmaker, a
Daniel Webster scholay and professor of
lastory at Dartmouth College, presented
strong, civewmstantial evidence that
vefuted the legend of Webster catehing a
fourteen-and-a-half-pound, world-record
brook trout i Long Island’s Carmans
River (formerly spelled with an apos-
trophe). The event, which purportedly
took place in 1827, can now perhaps be
firmly put to rest. The [ollowing letier,
entitled A True Fish Story,” appeared in
the Spivit ol the Times, September 14,
1878, and supports Shewmaker's thesis.
While the lettey's veracity cannat be cas-
tly vevified, it accounts nicely for all the
details heretofore associated with the
Webstey legend.

Dear Seirir: On the south side of
Long Island, where the north shore of the
Great South Bay turns suddenly south,
and runs in that divection two or three
miles, until that sheetol water narmows 1o
the distance of a gunshot to the outer
beach, empties Carman's River, llowing

gods ave outvaged at him. and groe him
pain for the future.

Hesiod, Richard Latimore, tanshitor

University of Michigan, 1959

pp. 105-107

Though Hesiod was not writing specili-
cally about lishing, he was obviously re-
ferving to all wading for any purpose,
which includes angling. The initial
activities ol contemplation and petition
are still commonly done by many (ly fish-
ers. Who knows what luck will follow
when the ablutions are performed as
well!

Sincerely,

Wayne H. Borges, M.D.

Chicago. Hlinois

into this “bhight.” It is, and has been lrom
time immemorial, the home and nursery
ol Long Island trout.

In the days of Daniel Webster, Philip
Hone, Walter Bowne, and others of tha
ilk, Sam Carman’s was one ol the promi-
nent places on the South Side 1o unbend,
“Where the wicked ceased from rou-
bling, and the weary were at rest.” Here
Martin Van Burenand John were wont to
resort, and Seward Stevens, of Hoboken
(who never threw oy until he was forty
vears of age), ensnared the speckled beau-
ties, which the Sage ol Kinderhook,
Prince John, and other members of the
Suffolk Club, varely Lailed 1o enjoy and
appreciate. Carman's has a history, and
one feature of it is o rout of 11 1bs.
weight,

In 1828 one of his negroes observed an
unusual commotion in the deep pool
below the mill dam, and reporied the fact
to Mr. Carman, who found upon exami-
nation that it contained o lish of unusual
size, Obtaining a suitable net and aid, he
succeeded in securing it alive, and it was
kept in a pen constracted for that pur-
pose, some weeks, 1o satisly the curiosity
ol some and the incredulity of others. Trs
fame spread alar, and it was pronounced
by judges a Long Island brook trout. In
due time Uncle Sam concluded to send it
to Philip Hone, Walter Bowne, and oth-
ers. who had olten been his guests from
the city, st placing it against the wall of
an outbuilding and marking thereon its
outlines. That fish was the occasion of a
feast that would have done no disceredit to
Lucullus, and a fund of $100 was raised
and sent 1o the donor,

About that time a church was erected
near Mr., Carman’s house, and Philip
Hone, copying the outlines ol the trout,
had its counterpart carved and gilded by
an artist, as a vane for the spire, of an
exaggerated size, however, soastoappear
natural when viewed from below. For
filty yvears 1t stood watch and ward, never
turning in vain, until yielding to time’s
inroads, and a gale of wind, 1t fell 10 the
ground, and is now in the possession of a
son-in-law of Mr. Carman’s, who designs
it for the Long Ishand Historical Socicty.

From the outlines ol this exaggerated
memento, was the specimen ol a trout
drawn exhibited at the Women's Art
Depariment of the Cooper Union, by one
of the pupils. Without this explanation,
it might be pronounced untrue to nature;
with it, 1s has been pronounced corvect in
form, detail, and shading, by one of the
three living witnesses of the original,
who is doubly qualified, having heen
engaged many vears in trout culture. He
has this counterfeir presentment i pos-
session, and to him I am indebted for my
mlormation, and those who know Na-
thaniel Miller, of Brookhaven, L1, will
need no other guarantee of their substan-
tial truthfulness.  Satsmo Fontinans, §



What the Trout Said

by Datus C. Proper, foreword by
Vincent Marinaro. Alfred A. Knopf,
New York, 1982, 273 pages, $16.50

The firm of Alfred A. Knopf has favored
American angler-readers with some good
fishing books over the years. Datus C.
Proper's What the Trout Said will not
embarrass the company it keeps, although
I doubt that it will give it a great deal of
new luster.

This is a how-to book built around an
idea (a gimmick?) that is touted by the
publisher as new, by the writer of the
foreword as a welcome change alter five
hundred years of error, and by the author
as a departure “from tradition.” These
are overstatements, however. The “tradi-
tion'" is about a hundred years old, not
five hundred, and it is a historical acci-
dent, not a tradition. The idea itself
merely seems new to those who do not
know their own history. It is, in brief, a
structure based in function ("'design”’)
that is to be preferred over fidelity to
established fly pattern.

Pattern (especially patterned color) is,
as Proper correctly shows, a bugaboo of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Earlier writers, those he mentions (Stew-
art and Priwt), as well as many he does
not, were aware of the importance of
design under other names—although
not, obviously, of many of Proper’s own

designs. Unlike him, however, they were
regionally localized, even parochial, and
reading them today we cannot get the
valuable variety of [ly designs that Proper
offers in the soundly reasoned book. He
has fished in many places and under
many conditions, and his great strength
is his catholicity. Unlike many—perhaps
most—modern how-to writers, he does
not push a single fly type like a peddler of
patent medicine; rather, after building a
careful foundation of anecdote and anal-
ysis, he offers a spectrum of “designed"
wets and dries, sedges and mayflies, ter-
restrials, and nymphs (no streamers or
bass bugs). He is careful to give credit to
other people where it is due, and he is
modest in his claims for his own innova-
tions. This is a book to read, then, pri-
marily for its sound advice on fly con-
struction.

It 1s not, alas, a book to read for its
historical rigor. The word “‘research’ is
used in the foreword, but there is a great
difference between having read widely
and actually conducting research. Omit-
ted from the bibliography, for example,
are such names as Bowlker, Salter, Tay-
lor, Stoddart, Lawrie, and Ogden. In
addition, the text contains such question-
able statements as, “Traditional British
wet flies, for stream-fishing, were usually
small. .. ." (although a few pages later it
notes Cotton's mockery of fat London
flies); “"Early American wet flies were
larger ... "; and ""American flies evolved

in the Caskills. . . ." This magazine (T he
American Fly Fisher) is cited in both bib-
liography and text, but apparently only
for what Proper calls “'more detailed his-
tory,” by which I think he means what [
call "history.”

Proper writes a readable prose, and
Knopf has produced a [airly typo-free
text. More careful editing might have
eliminated the occasional dangling par-
ticiple and the murky references. (“"The
flies are bigger than the ones used in Ire-
land: size 12, even 10. This does not work
often.””) I think it should have been
expected of a modern publishing house,
100, that it encourage the writer to elimi-
nate inane sexist passages. (‘'‘My dun, all
fancied up in a tight sweater with the
braless look."" That may not be viewed as
sexist by some, but would he have written
“My dun, all fancied up in a gold jock-
strap with a cute moustache?”) The
author is a Foreign Service officer and
may live, for all I know, in some holdout
of exclusive maleness, but fly fishers,
readers, and editors are often female
nowadays. Let's put the sexual ha-ha's in
the attic with the Calcutta rods.

Proper's title refers to the invented
“conversations'’ with trout that are
sprinkled through the book. His intent,
apparently, was either to dramatize or
symbolize his very rich streamside expe-
rience. They make my teeth ache, but
other readers may just love them. Any-
way, it's a nice title. § —KEN CAMERON



Join the Museum

Membership Dues:

Associate $ 2
Sustaining $ 30
Patron $ 100
Sponsor $ 250
Life $1000

Membership includes a subseription
1 The American Fly Fisher.

Please send your application 1o the
membership secretary and include
your mailing address,

The Muscum is a member ol the
American Association of Muscums
and the American Association

for State and Local History.

We are a nonprofit, educational
institution chartered under the laws
of the state of Vermont.

Support the Museum

As an independent, nonprofit institution,
The American Museum of Fly Fishing
must rely on the generosity ol public-
spirited individuals for substantial
support. We ask that you give

our institution serious consideration
when planning for gifts and bequests.

Back Issues of The
American Fly Fisher
The following back issues are
available at $4.00 per copy:
Numbers 3 and 4

Numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4
Numbers 2, 3

Volume 5,
Volume 6,

Volume 7, and 4

Volume 8, Numbers [, 2, 3 and 1
Volume 9, Numbers |, 2and 3
Volume 10, Numbers 1, 2 and 3
Volume 11, Numbers |, 2

The
American
Museum
of

Fly Fishing

Post Office Box 42
Manchester
Vermont 05254

Museum News

Annual Meeting
September 8

Our annual business meetings (one lor
members, followed by a trustees meeting)
have been scheduled for Saturday, Sep-
tember 8, in Manchester. Mecting notices
and proxies will go in the mail shortly.
We nrge every member and wrustee who
won't beable toattend to return hisor her
proxy well in advance of the meeting. As
usual, the museum staff stands ready to
assist with accommodations and reserva-
tions. Please call or write il you need
assistance. We note also that this is an
excellent time for fishing the Batenkill
and other area streams, Tricorythodes
mayllies should still be hatching on the
main river, and alternoon hatches ol
small Blue-Winged Olives may also have
started by that time. T'his year our annual
meeting will be followed by the annual
Manchester auction.

Staff Changes

We're delighted o report that as ol the
Muscum's opening, Paula Wyman has
joined us as executive assistant/recep-
tionist. Her desk is in the gallery area, so
the galleries are monitored constantly
during open hours. She worked with us
many years ago on a commercial [ly-
lishing publication and is a competent
angler in her own right. Her pleasant
smile and welcoming manner have al-
ready won her many [riends among
museum visitors, and we're confident the
membership will enjoy making her
acquaintance by mail or in person.

We are sorry to say that Diana Morley,
copyeditor of this magazine and our part-
time receptionist, has left the area as of
August. A change in jobs has taken the
Morleys from Manchester to the Boston
arca. Her ready wit and sharp pencil has
saved many a cloudy day here at the
Muscum. Fortunately, we expect to make
use of her sharp pencil (at least) in ongo-
ing fashion by mail, and she will con-
tinue to be involved in the production of
the magazine,

Finally, and by no means leastly,
Museum Trustee Dick Finlay has joined
our staffl as part-time associate curator.
Dick has been involved with the Museum
since it was first established in 1968. His
knowledge of [ly-lishing, tackle, and the
industry 1s invaluable as we continue to
huild our collection and answer a grow-
ing stream of inquiries from the member-
ship and others.

Auctions

MANCHESTER AUCTION
SEPTEMBER 8

For many years, our annual Manches-
ey museum auction was held in conjunc-
tion with the Annual Meeting. Somehow,
in recent years the dates became separ-
ated, and this year we renew the old tradi-
tion. The auction/dinner will commence
at 6 p.m. with o cash barat the Avalanche
Motel on Route 11730 in Manchester, [ol-
lowed by a delicious bulfer and the aue-
tion itsell. Preliminary catalogs, invita-
tions, and absentee bid forms will be dis-
tributed by mail shortly. As ever, raffle,
door prize, and auction items are needed.
For information or to donate items, call
or write to Dick Finlay at the Muscum.

SAN FRANCISCO AUCTION
NOVEMBER 27

Our annual San Francisco auction
dinner is set for Tuesday, November 27.
Muscum Vice-President Art Frey and his
hard-working dinner committee tell us
this year's allair promises to outdo all
previous events—both at the dinner table
and the auction table. For information
and reservations or to donate items, please
write to Art Frey at Post Olfice Box 13,
Burlingame, CA 91010.

PORTLAND AUCTION
DECEMBER 7

Our first annual Northwest auction/
dinner has been scheduled for Friday,
December 7, in Portland, Oregon. Mu-
seum Trustee Jim Van Loan is organiz-
ing the alfair, together with Trustee Ted
Rogowski of Seattle and a solid commit-
tee of volunteers. Members will be getting
information on this and other auctions
by mail. Meanwhile, for information,
reservations, or to donate auction items,
please write 1o Jim Van Loan at Steam-
boat Inn, Post Office Box 36, Idleyld Park,
Oregon 97447,



And Last But Not Least

1 On May 26, 1984, the doors of our
(new exhibition galleries were
(opened to the general public.
f‘ Fesuivities and ceremonties for this

A ‘;;lu.spi('iuu.s occasion were ele-
gantly orchestrated by our Execu-
tive Director, John Merwin, on

both May 27 (lor members and [riends)
and June 2 (lor trustees). The opening
was highlighted by an exhibition ol
twenty-seven original paintings by Og-
den Pleissner, as well as a unique display
of flies mounted and Iramed by William
Cushner. A major portion of the Pleiss-

ner exhibit will remain at the Museum
throughout the summer. It is a represen-
tative, retrospective collection of both
oils and watercolors, which contains not
only sporting scenes, but also some ol
Pleissner's beuer-known European land-
scapes. We intend o include in the
November issue of The American Fly
Fisher a feature article, veplete with color
photographs, on all the new exhibits. In
addition, Mary Bort, of the Manchester
Historical Society, has agreed to supply
us with a short historical sketeh on the
white clapboard building that houses our

new headquarters. Evidently, it was orig-
inally owned by Franklin Orvis (brothe
ol C. F. Orvis), owner and operator of the
Equinox Hotel complex, According to
Frederick Nicklewhite, nonagenarian
and longtime resident ol Manchester, the
museum building was used by Orvisas a
place o put on plays and shows for his
employees. We urge you to visit our new
location. It is an exciting tume for the
Museum, and we
hope toshare this
excitement with
all our members.
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