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By CLARENCE \V. HALL Sénior Editor, The Reader's Digest 

The inspiring story of how an arouscd Brazilian 
people stopped the communists from taking 
over their nation. Because ií is a document of 
imusua] significauce, this feature lias been espe-
cially boiind so that it can be ãetached and 
mailed to other interested readers. For details, 
see back covers of this article. 





LastApril 2 in Rio de Janeiro, more than a 
inilUon marchers thronged the streets proclaiming 
their determination to remain jree. 

Seldom has a major nation come closer to the brink of 
disaster and yet recovered than did Brazil in its recent 
triumph over Red subversion. The communist drive for 
domination—marked by propaganda, iníiltration, terror 
—was moving in high gear. Total surrender seemed immi-
nent—and then the people said No! 

This dramatic and illuminating account not only tells of 
a people's determined defense of their freedom, it pro-
vides a blueprint for action by concemed citizens in other 
nations threatened by communism. 

THE 
COUNTRY 

THAT 
SAVED ITSELF 

THE STAGE was ali set, the 
timetablc for the first 

phase of the Red takeover deter
mined. On the calendars of com
munist leaders in Brazil—as on 
those of Moscow, Havana and Pe
lei ng—the dates for the progressive 
grahs at power were ringed in red: 
first, chãos; then, civil war; then, 
total communist rule. 

For years the Reds had been eye-
ing, with slavering hunger, this 

great sprawling country, bigger 
than the continental United States 
and containing 77 million people, 
roughly half South America's pop-
ulation. Besides being enormously 
rich with untapped resources, Bra
zil is the key to the whole huge 
continent. Since it borders on ten 
countries—every South American 
country except Ecuador and Chile 
—its direct or indirect rule by 
communists would offer prime 
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opportunities to subvert one neigh-
bor after another. The capture o£ 
this colossal potential could swing 
the balance of strength disastrously 
against the West. Compared to it, 
the communization of Cuba was a 
minor thing, a tiny bauble. 

Now ali was in readiness. Infla-
tion was rife, and getting worse by 
lhe day; corruption was rampant; 
unrest was everywhere—perfect 
for communist purposes. The gov-
ernment of Presidem João (Jango) 
Goulart was riddled with radi
cais, the congress loaded with 
Red stooges. Skillfully, for years, 
extreme leftists had sown the prop
aganda that revolution in Brazil 
was inevitable. Scores of scholarly 
tomes were written about the 
nation's spiraling descent toward 
economic and social chãos; most 
observers and scholars conceded 
that the coming explosion would 
be bloody, leftist-led, and with a 
strong Castro cast. Brazilians gen-
erally looked toward the future 
with the helpless, frozen fãscina-
tion of people watching the 
approach of a whirling cyclone. A 
Brazilian byword was, "The ques-

CLARENCE W. HALL, a Sénior Editor of 
The Reader's Digest and former executivo 
editor of Christian Herald, spent weeks in 
Brazil while the revolution was still fresh in 
memory. Together with Digest Roving Ed
itor William L. White, he interviewed in 
detail participants in the events, top govcrn-
ment officials and military men, citizens of 
ali walks of life. 

tion is no longer whether revolu
tion is coming, but when." 

The country was indeed ripe for 
the picking. Ammunition by the 
ton had been smuggled in by the 
Reds; guerrilla teams had been 
well-rehearsed, lower echelons of 
the armed forces were infiltrated, 
detailed plans for the takeover 
were in order; "liquidation lists" 
of prominent anti-communists had 
been drawn up. Luiz Carlos Pres
tes, head of the technically out-
lawed but aggressively active 
Brazilian Communist Party, was 
publicly gloating, "We already 
have the power; we have now only 
to take over the government!" 

Coup of the Embattled Amateurs 

THEN SUDDENLY—and to Red 
plans devastatingly—something 
happened. In the nick of time, a 
counterrevolution beat them to 
the punch. BraziPs long-sufíering 
middle class, rising in well-organ-
ized and unexpected strength, 
staged its own revolution—and 
saved Brazil. 

Unique in the annals of South 
American politicai upheavals, the 
revolution was carried out not by 
extremists but by normally law-
abiding, moderate groups. Al-
though its climactic phase was 
accomplished by military action, 
the leadership behind the scenes 
was supplied and continues to be 
shared by civilians. The coup was 
swift (about 48 hours from start to 
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finish), relatively bloodless (fewer 
than a dozen people were killcd), 
and popular beyond expectations. 

A huge victory for Brazil itself, 
it vvas an even bigger ene for the 
entire free world. For, as a high 
U.S. official in Brasília comment-
ed, "It marks a change o£ the tide 
wherein ali the major victories 
have seemed to be Red, thoroughly 
debunking the communist claim 
that 'history is on our side.' " 

Of its significance Lincoln Gor
don, U.S. ambassador to Brazil, 
says, "Future historians may well 
record the Brazilian revolution as 
the single most decisive victory íbr 
freedom in the mid-20th century. 
This was a homegrown, do-it-your-
self revolution, both in its concep-
tion and accomplishment. Not one 
U.S. dollar or brain cell was in-
volved!" 

How, precisely, did Brazilians 
bring it ofí? The inside story o£ 
this genuine people's revolution — 
planned and executed by embat-
tled amateurs working against 
hardened communist revolutionar-
ies—is a blueprint for every nation 
similarly threatened. It is invigor-
ating proof that communism can 
be stopped cold, when people are 
sufficiently aroused and deter-
mined. 

Drift Toward Chãos 

THE STORY begins shortly after 
the resignation in August 1961 of 
the eccentric President Jânio Qua

dros. His successor, the Icft-leaning 
Vice President João Goulart, just 
back from visits to Rússia and Red 
China, had no sooner taken office 
than it became plain in what direc-
tion he was taking the country. 

No communist himself, Jango 
might as well have been. Power-
hungry, he thought he was making 
the comrades a tool of his ambi-
tions; instcad they used him. The 
doors to Red infiltration, for years 
half-ajar, were now Hung wide 
open. Inflation, stimulated by 
floods of printing-press money re-
leased by the fiscally irresponsi-
ble President Juscelino Kubitschek 
years before, was now stepped up 
by Jango; the value of the cruzeiro 
plummeted by the day. Capital, 
sorely needed to develop the coun
try, was fleeing abroad; foreign in-
vestments were rapidly drying up 
under heavy restrictions and con-
stant threats of expropriation. 

"The Time Is Now" 

ALARMED at the drift toward 
chãos, a group of business and pro-
fessional men in Rio de Janeiro 
met in late 1961 to say, "We busi-
nessmen can no longer leave the 
country's direction to the politi-
cians alone." Calling other meet-
ings in Rio and São Paulo, they 
declared, "The time to head off dis-
aster is now, not when the Reds 
are in full control of our govern-
ment!" 

Out of such meetings was born 
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the Institute for Economic and So
cial Research (IPES), designed to 
discover what was happening. Oth-
er associations already in existence, 
such as CONCLAP (Superior 
Council of the Producing Classes), 
formed o£ employers and employes 
of industrial concerns both large 
and small; GAP (Group for Po
liticai Action); and Centro Indus
trial (Association for Commercial 
Enterprises), also engaged in activ-
ities of democratic resistance. 

Such organizations spread rapid-
ly throughout the nation. Though 
operating independently, these 
groups pooled their findings, co-
ordinated their plans for action. 
They produced circular letters 
appraising the politicai situation, 
surveys of public opinion, and 
also hundreds of newspaper arti-
cles answering the boastings of the 
communists. 

To find out how the Moscow-
trained underground apparatus 
functioned in Brazil, IPES formed 
its own intelligence service, a task 
force of investigators (several with-
in the government itself) to collect, 
classify and correlate information 
on the extent of Red infiltration in 
Brazil. 

Laced With Reds 

THE AGENTS soon discovered a 
Red Trojan horse of far more 
frightening dimensions than any-
one had imagined. Many masked 
communists, "planted" in federal 

departments and agencies years 
before, had by now wormed them-
selves into key posts. Most govern
ment ministries and agencies were 
laced with communists and fellow 
travelers serving Moscow's aims. 
Brazilian communist chief Prestes 
was boasting publicly, "Seventeen 
of ours are in Congress"—ali elect-
ed on the tickets of other parties. 
In addition, dozens of fellow-
traveling members of the chamber 
of deputies were making deals 
with the communists, supporting 
them on issues, consistently attack-
ing "U.S. imperialism"—but never 
once criticizing Soviet Rússia. 

The communists in government 
agencies usually were not ministers 
but upper-level advisers, sometimes 
second-in-command, or drafters of 
reports on which top decisions 
were based. Some openly bragged, 
"We don't care who makes the 
speeches so long as we write 
them!" In the Ministry of Mines 
and Energy such a group was in 
complete control. Goulart's Di
rector of Posts and Telegraphs 
Dagoberto Rodrigues, a strong 
communist sympathizer, released 
large amounts of Soviet and Cuban 
propaganda with the airy an-
nouncement: "I have examined 
this material and decided it is not 
subversive." 

In the key labor unions, commu
nist control was overwhelming. 
Repeatedly Goulart intervened in 
union elections to guarantee the 
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choice of communist candidates, 
especially in those industries which 
could quickly paralyze the country. 

Education a Specialty 

MOST NOTORIOUSLY infiltrated 
of the federal agencies was the 
Ministry of Education. One of 
Goulart's closest advisers was Dar
cy Ribeiro, who, as Minister of 
Education, had used reading prim-
ers to teach illiterate millions Marx-
ist class hatred. 

Coddled by the Ministry of Edu
cation was the UNE (National 
Students Union), whose 100,000 
members make up the largest sin-
gle-nation student organization in 
Latia America. Its executive board 
was completely dominated by 
Reds. For years an annual govern-
ment subsidy of about $100,000 
was handed to UNE oíficials—no 
accounting required. Thus under-
written, they devoted full time to 
politicai agitation among students. 
Part of the subsidy was used to 
finance excursions to Red Cuba 
and visits to fraternal communist 
student groups in other Latin 
American countries. 

Further fortified by hefty war 
funds from Moscow, UNE pub-
lished inflammatory pamphlets 
and a virulently anti-U.S. Marxist 
weekly newspaper. Masquerading 
as anti-illiteracy campaigners, a 
UNE team was found distributing 
reading-aid materiais that included 
"Che" Guevara's guerrilla-warfare 

manual—printed in Portuguese by 
Chinese-Red-lining Brazilian com 
munists. UNE leaders specialized 
in fomenting campus strikes and 
student mass meetings, street dem-
onstrations and riots. 

Engineers of Chãos 

THE RED infiltration, investiga-
tors fbund, had grown larger and 
less concealed with every month of 
Goulart rule. Sufficient to ring 
warning bells were such early 
Goulart appointments as Evandro 
Lins e Silva, a crafty lawyer long 
a defender of communist causes, 
as attorney general; and Hermes 
Lima, a pro-Castro socialist, as 
prime minister. (Both were la ter 
appointed to the supreme court.) 
Among the most rabid pleaders of 
communist causes was Goulart's 
Minister of Justice, Abelardo 
Jurema. And press secretary to the 
presidem was Raul Ryfí, a Com
munist Party member for more 
than 30 years. 

Chief spokesman for the Goulart 
regime was Leonel Brizola, Gou-
lart's brother-in-law, governor of 
Rio Grande do Sul and later depu-
ty from the state of Guanabara. A 
U.S.-hating ultra-nationalist, Bri
zola was often described as "a man 
more recklessly radical than Red 
boss Prestes himself." 

Communist "conflict techni-
cians" were everywhere. Trained 
in Iron-Curtain schools of subver-
sion, they were skilled in creating 
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chãos and then agitating for "re-
forms"; getting the government to 
make large promises it never could 
fulfill, then taking advantage of the 
resulting despair to shout "Revolu-
tion!" The number of such engi-
neers of chãos was not large—not 
more than 800 at the hard core, 
with some 2000 supporters in gov
ernment agencies. But, says Dr. 
Glycon de Paiva, a mining consul
tam and one of IPES' founders: 
"It's the classic communist tactic to 
give the impression that they are 
many. Actually, only a dedicated 
few are needed to accomplish the 
downfàll of a country. Free peo-
ples make the error of discounting 
any force not present in huge num-
bers. We learned that lesson the 
hard way." 

Almost daily, more evidence of 
Red revolution in the making 
came to light. In BraziPs impover-
ished northeast, notorious for the 
Hagrant injustices practiced by 
wealthy landowners against starv-
ing peasants,* Castro's "bearded 
enes" roved the countryside, open-
ly stirring up revolt. Portuguese-
language broadcasts from Red 
China were on the air nearly eight 
hours a day, calling on peasants to 
rise against landowners. 

Typical of the investigators' ef-
fectiveness was their discovery in 
September 1963 of a large ship-
ment of arms on its way to Brazil 

•See "Brazil': Big Dust Bowl," The 
Readcr's Digcst, July '63. 

from Eastern Europe. Alerted, the 
Brazilian army sent a force to meet 
the ship, confiscated tons of small 
arms, ammunition, machine guns, 
field-communication equipment 
and loads of Red propaganda 
printed in Portuguese. 

The "Get-Rich-Quick" Set 

THE PROBINGS of the investiga
tors revealed more than subver-
sion. Corruption—fàr in excess of 
that commonly accepted as part of 
politicai life in Latin America—ex-
tended from the presidential palace 
downward. Even while Goulart 
and his extreme leftist supporters 
were ascribing ali Brazirs woes to 
"U.S. exploiters and bloodsuckers," 
members of his official fàmily were 
dipping their hands into the gov
ernment ti 11 with gay abandon. It 
was plain that ali aid funds in-
tended fbr impoverished areas, 
including AUiance for Progress 
disbursements, were being inter-
cepted by reaching hands and 
quick fingers. 

Evidence was also strong that no 
small part of these billions of cru
zeiros, meant for the people, was 
somehow Rnding lodgment in 
Goulart's own pockets. With a de-
clared income of 40 million cru
zeiros in 1963, Goulart—according 
to documentation seized after his 
flight—spent 2^6 million on his 
plantations in Mato Grosso alone. 
While piously pressing for conHs-
cation of large landowners' estates 
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and distribution of land to the peas-
ants, Goulart, the land records 
showed, was almost daily adding 
to his own huge holdings. Only 
after Jango fled the country could 
Brazil get the true measure of his 
sincerity about land-sharing. Start-
ing public life with an inherited 
ranch of only Ave square miles, 
Goulart, when he hurriedly de-
parted, was Brazirs biggest land-
holder, possessing in his own name 
2968 square miles. 

Moreover, Goulart was sharing 
with any number of others the 
opportunities for get-rich-quick. 
Tips on forthcoming changes in 
government policy, as for example 
on exchange rates, made millions 
of cruzeiros for palace favorites. 
Policy developments of any kind 
were tied to payofís and kickbacks. 

Ryfí, Goulart's communist press 
chief, was one of the big beneíi-
ciaries. As influence peddler, he 
collected a $25,000 rakeofí on one 
coffee deal alone. Other examples 
abounded: Goulart's private sec-
retary, it was found, was moon-
lighting (as a Goulart appointee) 
as "minister-counselor for econom-
ic afíairs" in BraziPs Rome em-
bassy—where he never did a day's 
work. The job apparendy did not 
even require his presence, but it 
added $15,000 a year to his $8400 
salary. One of Goulart's Labor 
Party deputies had put 1295 em-
ployes on his personal payroll — 
after arranging for kickbacks from 

their paychecks. One state gover-
nor was making a fortune in smug-
gling; another, with a $6,400,000 
appropriation to build highways, 
simply pocketed the full amount. 

Besides ali such high-flown 
skulduggery that could be docu-
mented, countless millions of cru
zeiros were vanishing without a 
trace, in the Goulart regime's bot-
tomless pit of corruption. 

Propaganda by Pamphlet 

ARMED WITH the mountains of 
evidence gathered by their investi-
gators, Brazirs middle-class lead-
ers fell to work. The job: to shake 
awake their tolerant, warm-
hearted fellow citizens, whose easy-
going politicai attitudes were too 
often summed up in the phrase, 
""ifes, he's a communist, but a nice 
fellow!" 

The anti-communists produced 
dossiers on Red leaders and their 
collaborators, both within and 
outside the government, and cir-
culated these widely to resistance 
leaders and newspapers. They 
aimed their most persuasive fire at 
the country's growing salaried 
class, greatest suflerers from Bra
zirs galloping inflation. 

Heads of business organizations 
and industrial plants called regular 
meetings of their employes, dis-
cussed the meaning of what was 
happening, put into their hands 
informative pamphlets. One low-
priced book, written by André 
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Gama, owner of a small factory in 
Petrópolis, and titled Our Ailment 
and Its Cure, had a circulation of 
more than a million copies. Other 
literatura explained in simple lan-
guage how and why the demo-
cratic system works better than any 
other, detailed the tragedies of 
Hungary and Cuba, and warned 
"It's happening here!" 

Distribution of anti-communist 
material was at first undercover, 
then open. Shopkeepers wrapped 
the revealing leaflets in packages, 
or dropped them into shopping 
bags. Elevator operators quietly 
handed them to passengers over-
heard complaining about condi-
tions. Shoeshine boys slipped them 
into pockets while brushing cus-
tomers. Taxi drivers left them on 
the seats of their cabs for casual 
pickup by (ares. Barbers inserted 
them in magazines being perused 
by waiting clients. One printer in 
Rio secretly ran ofE 50,000 posters 
with cartoons depicting Castro 
lashing his people, and the caption, 
"Do you want to live under the 
whip of communism?" At night, 
squads of helpers nosted them in 
public places. 

Brazirs counterrevolutionaries 
paid for time on radio and televi-
sion to air their revelations. When 
government pressure closed many 
radio and TV stations to ali but the 
most radical propagandists, the 
anti-communist groups formed 
their own "Network of Democ-

racy" of more than 100 stations ali 
over Brazil. From October 1963 
until the revolution, stations of this 
network, organized by João Cal-
mon of Diários Associados, a news-
paper and TV chain, went on the 
air at the exact time that leftist 
Leonel Brizola was haranguing the 
public. 

The investigators were success-
fiil in uncovering not only what 
had happened, but what was about 
to happen. Borrowing the Reds' 
own tactics, workers infiltrated 
the high councils of labor unions, 
pretending to be communists, but 
actually reporting on Red machi-
nations. Again and again the Reds' 
plans were disrupted as opposition 
speakers and writers went to press 
and radio to reveal what was 
afbot. For example: On one occa-
sion the Reds were quietly round-
ing up 5000 people for a bus trip 
to Brasília, the capital, for a "spon-
taneous pilgrimage" to influence 
congressional action. When anti-
communists exposed the maneuver 
days in advance, the "pilgrimage" 
was called ofí. 

A Fearless Press 

BRAZIL'S leading newspapers got 
into the Rght early. Regularly re
porting the resistance groups' find-
ings, as well as keeping up a steady 
editorial drumfire of their own, 
were Rio's two most inAuential 
papers, O Globo and Jornal do 
Brasil; also São Paulo's O Estado 
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de São Paulo; and Correio do Povo. 
oldest and most respected inde
pendem paper in Rio Grande do 
Sul. 

For their fearlessness, the news-
papers paid a heavy price in gov-
ernment harassment. When João 
Calmon of Diários Associados 
printed an exposé revealing how 
phony was the government's in-
terest in land refbrm, Leonel 
Brizola tried to silence him by 
instituting íbreclosure procedures 
for payments due on debts owed to 
the government-controlled Bank of 
Brazil. To keep these newspapers 
and TV stations going, advertisers 
promptly paid up their 12-month 
contracts in advance, thus prevent-
ing íbreclosure. 

For printing a revealing account 
of what he saw during a 1963 visit 
to Rússia, the owner of Jornal do 
Brasil, M. C. Nascimento Brito, 
saw his newspaper plant invaded 
by Goulart agents. But even after 
his plant was militarily occupied 
and newspaper publication halted, 
his account reached the people. It 
was printed in booklet fbrm, and 
willing workers distributed it by 
the hundreds of thousands. 

Feminine and Formidable 

To THE woMEN of Brazil belongs 
a huge share of the credit for stop-
ping the planned Red takeover. 
By the thousands, on a scale 
unmatched in Latin American his-
tory, housewives threw themselves 

into the struggle and, more than 
any other force, they alerted the 
country. "Without the women," 
says one leader of the counterrevo-
lution, "we could never have 
halted Brazils pi unge toward 
communism. While many of our 
men's groups had to work under-
cover, the women could work in 
the open—and how they worked!" 

Sparkplug and driving force of 
the Rio de Janeiro women's upris-
ing was a diminutive, go-pound 
package of feminine energy; Dona 
Amélia Bastos, 59-year-old wifè of 
a retired army doctor and a fbrmer 
primary schoolteacher. She listened 
one night in mid-1962 to her hus-
band and other anti-Red leaders 
discussing the looming threat. "I 
suddenly decided," she says, "that 
politics had become too important 
to be left entirely to the men." 

The next day—June 12—Dona 
Amélia invited to her home a 
group of neighbors and friends. 
Her dark eyes snapping, she de-
manded, "Who has more at stake 
in what's happening to our coun
try than we women ? Who is pay-
ing the soaring grocery bills caused 
by inflation ? Who has to stand and 
watch as the savings put aside 
for our children's education shrivel 
to nothing? Whose future but our 
children's and grandchildren's will 
disappear if the government's poli
cies lead to communist conquest of 
our country?" 

That night the first chapter of 



SPECIAL FEATURE Novembcr 

CAMDE (Campaign of Women 
for Democracy) was formed. And 
the very next day, with 30 embat-
tled housewives, Dona Amélia 
went to Rio newspapers to lodge an 
objection to Goulart's appointment 
of his Red-tinged prime minister. 
At O Globo she was told, "The 
protest of 30 women won't mean 
much. But if you can come here 
with, say, 500 women ..Getting 
on the telephone, Dona Amélia 
and her fledgling group rounded 
up the 500. Two days later they ali 
marched into the newspaper office, 
and the story made front-page 
headlines. The protest did not stop 
the appointment; it did establish 
the power of women to influence 
public opinion. 

Chain-Letter Techniques 

WHEN Dona Amélia's living 
room could no longer accommo-
date ali the housewives eager to 
have a part in CAMDE, she 
switched meetings to church parish 
halls, helped form dozens of small 
cells in homes. Each woman at-
tending was charged with or-
ganizing another meeting of ten 
of her friends; these friends in 
turn were charged with enhsting 
others. To finance their activities, 
CAMDE women scrimped on 
household budgets, solicited help 
from well-ofí friends. They set up 
public protest meetings; were on 
the phone hours each day; wrote 
letters (more than 30,000 in ali) to 

congressmen to "take a strong posi-
tion for democracy." They put 
pressure on commercial firms to 
remove their ads from the left-
wing newspaper Ultima Hora, 
themselves bought space in other 
newspapers to announce their 
meetings, appeared at public rallies 
to debate leftists and challenge 
rabble-rousers, distributed millions 
of circulars and booklets, prepared 
by the men's organizations, expos-
ing the government's dalliance 
with Reds. 

In addition, they got out litera-
ture of their own, aimed especially 
at women's concerns; more than 
200,000 copies of one sheet describ-
ing what women could do in this 
Crisis was distributed by CAMDE 
to members, each being asked to 
make five copies to send to po-
tential members. 

When the leftist head of Posts 
and Telegraphs banned any further 
handling of CAMDE's literature. 
Dona Amélia organized a force of 
women messengers to deliver the 
material by car, talked friendly 
Brazilian airUne pilots into con-
veying it to distant destinations. 

The housewives didn't limit 
themselves to their own middle 
class. They concentrated, for ex-
ample, on the wives of members of 
the Red-ridden stevedores' union. 
"You work on your husbands!" 
such wives were told. Many did, 
and not a few converts to democ
racy were made, some stevedores' 
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wives later reporting, "We are no 
longer communists!" 

The Murmur of Prayers 

EVEN IN the favelas, slum sec-
tions of shacks ringing many Bra-

Dona Amélia Bastos 
"Who has more at stake 

than we women?" 

zilian cities, which were special 
points of Red propaganda attack, 
CAMDE units were formed. One, 
in a Rio favela called Rocinha, 
sprang into being when a washer-
woman appealed to Dona Amélia 
for help. "This place," said the 
woman, "is crowded with commu
nists. They say they want to teach 
US to read and write, and they 
bring US entertainment. But the 
only books they use are Cuban 

primers, the only movies they 
show are of Cuban guerrillas." A 
CAMDE cell, centering in the 
washerwoman's home, was quick-
iy formed at Rocinha. Literacy 
classes were organized, literature 
was supplied. And soon the wom-
cn of Rocinha were able to debate 
the Reds on their own levei, were 
saying to communist congressional 
candidates and National Student 
Union propagandists alike, "Go 
away. We know what you're 
after!" The Reds moved on. 

The spread of women's organi-
zations was spectacular. Some be 
came branches of CAMDE; others, 
such as LIMDE (Women's Demo-
cratic League) in Belo Horizonte, 
had their own identity. 

The women of Belo Horizonte, 
capital of Minas Gerais, perhaps 
the most firmly anti-communist 
State in Brazil, were courage per-
sonified. When the Red-Ied Fed
erated Union of Latin American 
Workers announced a mass meet 
ing to be held in their city, with 
two Red organizers firom Rússia 
as featured speakers, LIMDE lead-
ers sent a curt message: "Please be 
advised that when the plane bring-
ing these men arrives, hundreds of 
women will be lying across the 
airstrip!" They kept their word. 
The plane did not land at Belo 
Horizonte; it went on to Brasília 
instead. 

The same women staged an 
equally effective demonstration 



-Cí. • •N^ • 

SPECIAL FEATURE November 

last February. A "Land Reform 
Congress" was to be held in Belo 
Horizonte, with Leonel Brizola 
himself the main speaker. When 
Brizola arrived at the hall, he 
found it packed—so full, in fact, 
that he could not make himself 
heard over the rattle o£ rosaries and 
the murmur of 3000 women pray-
ing for the deliverance o£ their 
country. Going outside, Brizola 
found the streets equally filled 
with praying women, as fãr as the 
eye could see. Brizola left Belo 
Horizonte with one of the fieriest 
speeches of his career still in his 
pocket, undelivered. 

Within 12 months women's 
groups were actively at work in 
every major city from Belém in the 
north to Porto Alegre in the south. 

A Warning From Kennedy 

AT NO POINT, save at the very 
end, were any of the anti-commu-
nist forces—men's, women's or 
military groups—anghng for the 
ouster of Goulart before his term 
was up in January 1966. Says 
Haroldo Cecil Poland, a member 
of IPES' board of directors, "Af-
ter ali, Goulart had been legally 
elected according to the constitu-
tion, and we Brazilians have a long 
tradition of legalidade. We were 
only trying to make him rid his 
government of policies and people 
who were taking the country down 
into chãos and civil war. Our com-
mittees called upon him as long 

as he would see us. But he paid no 
heed, turning more and more to 
extremists, and finally refused to 
see US." 

One of the signs of Goulart's 
disdain for friendly counsel carne 
in December 1962, when U.S. At-
torney General Robert Kennedy 
visited Brazil. His purpose: to ad-
vise, on behalf of his brother the 
President, that the United States 
could not forever pour AID funds 
into Brazil unless some move was 
made to halt the inflation spiral. 
Goulart acted with alacrity: just 
hours after Kennedy left, he an-
grily formed a committee to co-
ordinate expansion of trade with 
the Soviet Union! 

The Die Is Cast 

BY EARLY MARCH this year, the 
whole sprawling country was a tin-
derbox ready to burst into flames. 
Then on March 13, Goulart him
self, with Reds egging him on, 
recklessly struck the match. Before 
an audience of some 100,000 work-
ers—rounded up by Red leaders 
and brought into Rio de Janeiro 
by bus and train at a cost to the 
government of over 1400,000— 
Goulart and Brizola irrevocably 
committed the government to radi
cal change. 

Many Brazilians, watching on 
TV, were shocked to hear Goulart 
denounce the government struc-
ture and social order as "outmod-
ed" and demand basic changes 
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in the constitution. Among the 
changes: full legalization of the 
Communist Party. Goulart then 
announced two decrees, signing 
them on the spot with a flourish. 
One decree confiscated and hand-
ed over to Petrobrás, the govern-
ment oil monopoly, the six oil 
refineries still in private hands. 
The other, more alarming, empow-
ered the government to confiscate 
any large land tracts it adjudged 
inadequately used and hand these 
over to landless peasants—a clear 
replay of Castro'; early "land re-
form" program. 

The decrees were a bold and 
ominous move to bypass congress. 
Combined with the attacks on the 
constitution, they amounted to an 
audacious bid for establishment of 
government by decree, the essence 
of dictatorship. 

Brizola, taking the podium, 
went even further. The president's 
brother-in-law demanded the out-
right abolition of congress and the 
substitution of "assemblies" of 
workers, peasants and army ser-
geants—a direct echo of Lenin's 
"soviets" of workers, peasants and 
soldiers in 1917. The implications 
were clear enough. 

The March 13 rally may be re-
garded as the event that touched 
ofí the prevenúve revolution. Bra-
zirs middle class now realized 
that Goulart radicais had passed 
the point of no return. The govern
ment was committed to a course 

that could lead only to a civil war, 
followed by communist takeover. 

March of the Women 

FIRST TO TAKE action were the 
women of São Paulo. Listening 
on radio and TV to the March 13 
rally, hundreds of housewives 
rushed to their telephones to begin 
organizing a demonstration that 
would make Goulart's seem tiny 
by comparison. Six days later, on 
March 19, the wide thoroughfàres 
of downtown São Paulo were 
jammed with what the women 
called the "March of the Family 
With God Toward Freedom." 
Clutching prayerbooks and ros-
aries, a vast army more than 600,-
000 strong marched in solemn 
rhythm under anti-communist 
banners. And as they marched, 
newshawks on the sidelines sold 
newspapers containing a 1300-
word proclamation the women had 
prepared: 

This nation which God has 
given US, immense and marvelous 
as it is, is in extreme danger. We 
have allowed men of limitless am-
bition, without Christian faith or 
scruples, to bring our people mis-
ery, destroying our economy, dis-
turbing our social peace, to create 
hate and despair. They have infil-
trated our natíon, our government 
administration, our armed forces 
and even our churches with ser-
vants of totalitarianism, foreign to 
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US and all-consuming. ... Mothcr 
of God, preserve us from the fate 
and suífering of the martyred 
women of Cuba, Poland, Hun-
gary and other enslaved nations! 

One bystander called the São 
Paulo women's march "the most 
moving demonstration in Brazil-
ian history." Days later, similar 
marches were scheduled for sev-
eral of the nation's major cities. 
Efforts by the government to dis-
courage them, and threats by police 
to break them up, fàiled to halt 
the crusading women. 

Guardians of Legality 

BUT IF THE Red coup was to be 
thwarted, action stronger than 
public demonstrations was neces-
sary. Middle-class leaders began 
conferring secretly with anti-com-
munist generais of Brazirs army, 
long distrustful of Goulart and 
quietly carrying on their own re-
sistance to his policies. 

To understand the role played 
by the military in the revolution, 
one must understand the charac-
ter and traditions of the Brazilian 
army—a breed unique in Latin 
America. Brazil, in contrast with 
other countries, has never been un-
der a purely military dictatorship. 
Traditionally the army has regard-
ed itself as defender of the consti-
tution, guardian of legalidade. Its 
generais, again unlike those of 
some other Latin American coun

tries, are drawn not from the 
wealthy aristocracy but from the 
middle and lower-middle classes. 
Most rise from the ranks. Thus they 
fbrm no military caste, but come 
perhaps closer to representing a 
cross-section of Brazilian opinion 
and democratic ideais than any 
other segment of the population. 

Historically committed to the 
primacy of civilian authority, the 
army has interfèred in politicai 
situations only Ave times since the 
overthrow of the monarchy in 
1889—and then only in crises 
where civilian power has crumpled 
or decayed. At those times the 
army took over only long enough 
to re-establish constitutional proc
esses, then stepped out again. It 
has never shown any tendency to 
grab power for itself—not even 
when it would have been easy and 
perhaps advisable to do so. Thus, 
from the time the Republic was 
proclaimed in 1889 until today, 
only Gve of BraziPs 25 presidents 
have come from the military, and 
these were duly elected or ap-
pointed. 

Largely anti-communist, the 
generais held Goulart and his en-
tanglements with the extremists 
in distrust—matched by Goulart's 
distrust of them. Goulart was con-
fident that their respect for the con-
stitution would keep them from 
acting. Nevertheless, he played it 
safe by shifting military com-
mands and manipulating promo-
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dons so as to cut down the power 
of the more conservative officers. 

One such officer, Humberto Cas
telo Branco, was in command of 
the army in Pernambuco State, in 
the country's torrid Northeast, 
where, said Brazilians, "the biggest 
crop is communism." When sev-
eral landowners were murdered 
and fàmilies began fleeing into the 
towns to escape Red terrorism, 
Castelo Branco took action. Where-
upon the governor, the notoriously 
radical Miguel Arrais, complained 
that the general was "neutralizing" 
left-wing influences in his state. 
Goulart promptly removed the 
troublemaker—by kicking him 
upstairs as chief of staff of the 
army. Other officers who spoke 
out against communism were sim-
ilarly transferred to desk duty, 
while left-wingers were maneu-
vered into strategic command 
positions. 

Mutiny in the Ranks 

To FURTHER nullify any possi-
bility of an anti-communist gen
erais' revolt, the Reds—apparently 
with the connivance of Goulart— 
moved to break down discipline, 
if not to encourage outright mu
tiny, in the armed forces. A pro-
gram of spirited agitation was 
launched among noncoms and en-
listed men, urging them to form 
rank-and-file unions to demand a 
change in Brazilian law allowing 
them to run for public office—a 

right which had been open to 
commissioned officers but not to 
enlisted personnel. To further un-
dercut their leaders and weaken 
discipline, a Sailors and Marines 
Association was formed—moving 
the Marxist class war into the 
armed forces. 

Events were building swiftly to 
a climax when Goulart on March 
26 openly demonstrated his sym-
pathy with the move to scuttle 
military discipline. On that day, 
some 1400 members of the Sailors 
and Marines Association mutinied 
in Rio de Janeiro. They holed 
themselves up in the headquarters 
of the communist-controlled Met-
allurgical Workers Union. Defying 
orders to return to their barracks, 
the mutinous sailors and marines 
gaily shouted "Viva Goulart!" 
from the windows and pledged 
loyalty to their commander, Cândi
do Aragão—a Goulart appointee 
known in leftist cireles as the "Peo-
ple's Admirai." 

Army troops surrounded the 
building and arrested the rebels 
—only to release them a few hours 
later on orders of the president 
himself. To the fury of the military 
establishment, Goulart merely "re-
quested" the mutineers to go to 
their barracks, with assurances 
that they would not be punished 
but would in fact receive weekend 
passes! 

The minister of the navy, Adm. 
Sílvio Mota, abruptly fired the 
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"People's Admirai," then resigned, 
in protest against the government's 
encouragement of mutiny. Goulart 
promptiy restored the "People's 
Admirai," and announced that the 
new Navy Minister would be 
Paulo Mário Rodrigues, a left-
winger known as Brazirs "Red 
Admirai," recalied from retirement 
in this emergency. The mutineers 
celebrated that afternoon with a 
victory snatce dance through down-
town Rio, bearing the "People's 
Admirai" on their shouiders. 

The Start of an Avalanche 

MEANWHILE, grimiy watching 
deveiopments from his office in 
Rio, the general who had been 
kicked upstairs. Castelo Branco, 
had searched his legaiistic con-
science, come to a hard conciusion 
and taken action. This army chief 
of staff was a man small in size— 
five feet three inches—but among 
feliow officers he enjoyed the kind 
of deep respect which Generais 
George Marshall and Douglas 
MacArthur commanded in the 
United States. He had graduated 
briliiantly from BraziPs Military 
Academy, then studied at the U.S. 
Army Command and General 
Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kan. During World War II he 
had been chief of operations of the 
Braziiian Expeditionary Force in 
Italy, as part of Gen. Mark Ciark's 
Fifth Army. 

Following Goulart'" March 13 

rally. Castelo Branco composed a 
stinging indictment. When a pres-
ident proposed to nullify congress 
and overthrow the constitution, he 
argued, military action in defense 
of legalidade was not only justi-
Hed but mandatory. This secret 
memorandum went out to trusted 
top officers. Since ali mail of offi
cers known to be anti-communist 
was monitored and their phones 
were tapped, circuiation of the 
manifesto was a problem. Anti-
communist Braziiian businessmen 
helped: they carried copies in their 
breast pockets, put the manifesto 
into the proper hands; retired offi
cers aiso provided reiiabie men to 
carry messages between generais 
in their speeded-up exchange of 
views. 

To Castelo Branco's secretiy cir-
culated manifesto, more than 1500 
naval officers now added one of 
their own. Addressed to ali the 
nation's citizens, it deciared the 
time had come for Brazii to "de-
fend itself." The army quickly 
prociaimed soiidarity with the 
navy, the bulk of the press joined 
in, and in distam Brasília some 
members of congress took up the 
cry. 

Was the whoie nation rising? 
Goulart seemed badly shaken by 
the extent of the public reaction. 
Hurriediy conferring with his 
new Navy Minister, the "Red Ad
mirai," Jango proceeded to reverse 
himself. There would be an in-
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vestigation into that mutiny, he 
announced, and, meanwhile, "Peo-
ple's Admirai" Aragão was re-
lieved o£ his command. 

The reversal carne too late. The 
avalanche had started. 

Making a final desperate effort 
to salvage support in the armed 
forces, Goulart on the evening o£ 
March 30 sped to Rio's automobile 
association, where a large crowd of 
army sergeants had gathered to 
pay him tribute. But even while 
Goulart was enjoying the ser
geants' plaudits and castigating the 
"gorillas"—a disparaging term for 
Professional military men allegedly 
seeking power—the preventive 
revolution was under way. 

The Rebel Columns March 

THE FIRST call for the overthrow 
of Goulart carne from Gov. Magal
hães Pinto of the state of Minas 
Gerais. Demonstrations support-
ing his call promptiy broke out in 
the streets, and on March 31 a di-
vision of the army based in Minas 
Gerais started south fbr nearby Rio 
de Janeiro. A fèw hours later carne 
the announcement that Gen. Am-
aury Kruel, commander of Brazirs 
Second Army, based at São Paulo, 
was also throwing his forces into 
the fight for freedom, and sending 
a strong contingent north toward 
Rio. By this time news carne that 
the Fourth Army, too, based at 
Pernambuco, was joining the re-
bellion. 

Glose to panic, Goulart em-
planed for Brasília, where he told 
reporters, "I have come here to run 
the country and I am confident 
that the people are with me." He 
quickly discovered that congress 
was not. Moreover, soldiers from 
Brasília's local garrison were even 
then on their way to attack the 
presidential palace. After only 
three hours in Brasília, Goulart 
was back aboard his plane, heading 
south for his home state of Rio 
Grande do Sul, on the border of 
Uruguay. The Third Army, based 
at Porto Alegre, was uncommitted. 
On arrival there, however, Goulart 
learned that the civil governor had 
joined the uprising. 

An unknown quantity was the 
First Army, based in Rio de Ja
neiro. Barricaded in his palace in 
Rio, Gov. Carlos Lacerda, long a 
bitter Goulart fbe, wanted to pro-
claim his allegiance to the rebel-
lion, but he couldn't. The federal 
government still controlled Rio's 
radio stations, and a general strike 
in support of Goulart had closed 
down the city. Lacerda's only 
forces were the state trafíic police, 
his only armor the city's garbage 
trucks, parked bumper-to-bumper 
to block roads leading to the pal
ace. So far as he knew, the First 
Army was still taking orders from 
Goulart, and to his dismay the gov
ernor learned that this army had 
sent a column toward São Paulo 
to intercept the advancing rebel 
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column. (What he could not know 
until later was that when the two 
forces met, the presumably pro-
Goulart column promptly joined 
the rebels.) 

At long last, on his only open 
telephone line, Governor Lacerda 
got a call through to a rebel station 
in distant Belo Horizonte, whose 
signal could be heard in Rio. That 
was when his own city finally 
heard him proclaim solidarity with 
the revolution. Even as he spoke, 
the report reached him that a de-
tachment o£ the First Army's tanks 
was rolling down Rio's lovely 
tree-shaded boulevards, headed 
toward the governor's palace. Only 
when the tanks surrounded the 
palace did Lacerda learn they'd 
come not to butcher but to rescue 
him. 

Victory! 

BY MIDAFTERNOON on Wednes-
day, April i, it was ali over, and 
Brazirs middle-class leaders were 
at the microphones, hailing the 
downfâll of communism. From 
the windows of Rio, sheets and 
towels flapped to greet the victory, 
and the streets of Brazil's great 
cities filled with people—happy, 
dancing people, in a carnival 
mood. 

From Rio Grande do Sul came 
news that Jango Goulart had fled 
to Uruguay. Also getting out fast 
were Brizola, the Cuban ambas-
sador and top Red leaders, who 

scurried for borders of adjoining 
countries, hurriedly hopped aboard 
planes for Cuba, or hid away in 
embassies friendly to Iron Curtain 
countries. 

Incoming ships from Czechoslo-
vakia, loaded with more arms for 
the Red revolutionaries, were re-
ported turning back for Havana. 
And in Rio, dense clouds of smoke 
arose from incinerators in the So-
viet embassy compound, where 
quantities of papers and docu-
ments were being hastily burned. 

How could a divided nation of 
some 77 million swing politically 
so íàr so quickly, and with virtual-
ly no loss of lifè, in contrast to 
Castro's bull-ring butcheries in 
Cuba, or to the Spanish Civil War, 
where both sides fought so bloodily 
foryears? 

Much credit must go, of course, 
to the highly civilized officer corps 
of Brazirs army, which acted with 
dispatch and precision to nip the 
threat of Red takeover just before 
it reached the bloodletting stage. 
But, as the generais are quick to 
acknowledge, even more credit be-
longs to aroused civilians who, 
with the lesson of Cuba before 
them, for more than two years had 
been alerting the public—and who 
at the climactic moment gave the 
military the signal for action. 

On the day after the revolution 
Brazil had a reminder of what had 
really made it possible. The wom-
en of CAMDE had planned a 
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"March of the Family With God 
Tbward Freedom" in Rio de Ja
neiro for April 2. But now, with 
freedom won, why bother? The 
women of Rio, however, sprang to 
their telephones as their sisters in 
other cities had done before them. 
The march would take place as 
planned, but now as a "March of 
Thanksgiving to God." When 
a government official advised 
calling it off, fearing violence. 
Dona Améha Bastos insisted, say-
ing, "The march will demonstrate 
to the world that this is a true 
people's revolution—it will be a 
marching plebiscite for real de-
mocracy!" 

And so it was: an ocean of 
humanity, more than a million 
strong, moved through a snow-
storm of confetti drifting down 
from the skyscrapers that line 
Rio's boulevards; an army of peace 
with banners, firmly, in reverent 
spirit, telling ali South America 
that Brazilians were resolved to 
stay free. 

How Narrow the Escape? 

WiTHiN days after the revolu
tion, Brazilians began to learn just 
how dose they had come to losing 
that freedom. Swooping down 
upon nests of subversion hastily 
abandoned, military security units 
discovered tons of communist lit-
erature, guerrilla-warfare manuais, 
arsenais of weapons, carefully 
spelled-out plans for Red takeover. 

schemes for liquidating key anti-
communists. 

In Goulart's own palace were 
incriminating files of correspond-
ence with Red leaders, canceled 
checks for millions of cruzeiros 
Jango had donated to communist 
fronts, as well as checks drawn by 
the president against government 
funds for improvement of his own 
private farms. 

The residence of Goulart's 
brother-in-Iaw turned up vast evi-
dence of the workings of the "Na
tional Liberation Front"—made 
up of Brizola's "Groups of Eleven" 
(known as G-11)—over which he 
presided as supreme commander. 
No mean force, the G-11 groups, 
organized to "save Brazil from the 
claws of international capitalism 
and its internai allies," were found 
to number more than 30,000 mem-
bers. 

One captured secret manual is-
sued to G-11 regional command-
ers directed that members, called 
"companions" and pledged to 
"fight until death," were to be in-
structed in how to stage strikes, 
agitate and confuse; how to "de-
stroy, plunder and burn public 
buildings as well as private enter-
prises"; how to capture telephone 
exchanges, radio and TV stations 
and weapon-selling stores; how to 
kidnap and hold as hostages pub
lic authorities, who in case of set-
back "should be immediately and 
summarily killed." 
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Another manual went into the 
techniques of "planned violence, 
leaving aside any sort of senti-
mentality" in eliminating anyone 
standing in the way. Special atten-
tion was given to dispatching high 
military ofHcers: "Each officer un-
der suspicion shall have a man 
responsible for his elimination at 
the right moment," and, in case the 
eliminator should fail in his duty, 
he himself was to "sufíer the pun-
ishment of death immediately." 

Cold Cash and Counterfeit 

ALSO FOUND in the luxurious 20-
room Porto Alegre home of Bri
zola—who in speeches liked to 
call himself "a poor man" and 
"defender of the oppressed"— 
were several hundred million cru
zeiros, as well as documents put-
ting other of his assets in the names 
of third parties, but specifying 
they were to be "returned to LB 
on demand." 

In Pernambuco, headquarters 
for communist preparations, were 
íound more than 10,000 uniforms 
and the same number of pairs of 
shoes, plus orders for 50,000 more, 
lo be used for the Exército Cam
ponês (Peasant Army) being re-
cruited and trained by Miguel 
/Vrrais, the governor of the state. 
Included were many uniforms for 
revolutionary leaders, with one of 
special design tagged for Arrais 
himself. 

In São Paulo, a large cache of 

imitation bank notes and coins, 
stamped with the images of Lenin, 
Stalin and Prestes, was found along 
with postage stamps bearing the 
hammer and sickle. These were 
mainly for propaganda use. But 
also turned up were huge stacks of 
counterfeit currency, so well print-
ed as to almost defy detection. 
Captured records of its disburse-
ment showed other billions had 
been printed and sent to Red or-
ganizations, not only to finance 
subversion but to accelerate infla-
tion, a prime goal of the chãos 
engineers. 

In the headquarters of labor 
groups and of the National Stu-
dent Union were fbund stacks of 
Hlms and printed propaganda 
from Rússia, Red China and Cuba; 
large wall-hung photos of Castro, 
Khrushchev and Mao Tse-tung, 
and piles of smaller ones for dis-
tribution; huge stocks of Molotov 
bombs and material for their mak-
ing. 

Caught redhanded were nine 
Red Chinese agents: seven mas-
querading as members of a "trade 
mission," two as correspondents 
for the New China News Agency. 
In their possession were detailed 
plots for the assassination of prom-
inent anti-communists; also rec
ords of bribes paid to congressmen 
and members of the Goulart en-
tourage. Cash fbund on the nine, 
apparently for bribe use, amounted 
to more than a billion cruzeiros. 
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plus 53,000 U.S. dollars, plus 5000 
pounds sterling, plus assorted other 
foreign currencies. 

A New Lock on the Doer 

AGAINST SUCH subverters and 
corruptionists the military moved 
fast, jailing ali suspects and—by 
an "Institutional Act" quickly 
promulgated to guide Brazil dur-
ing the Ínterim government—put-
ting outside the politicai pale ali 
persons regarded as immediate 
threats to the success of the revolu-
tion. Many were released after in-
vestigation; only those were held 
whose proved acts, not mere words, 
had contributed to Brazirs near 
downíàll. 

Denied their politicai rights 
for ten years were 40 expelled 
members of congress, and 60 oth
er prominent Brazilians—among 
them former presidents Goulart 
and Quadros. Only later, after Cas
telo Branco himself had carefully 
examined the mountain of evi-
dence of corruption on the part of 
Juscelino Kubitschek was this ex-
president also denied his politicai 
rights for a decade. To outside criti-
cism that such measures were too 
harsh, the new government says, 
"When your house has been plun-
dered, you don't invite the thieves 
back for dinner. You at least put a 
new lock on the door." 

Visiting Paris later, and subject-
ed to French reporters' snide 
questions about the post-revolution 

purge, Governor Lacerda made 
pointed reíèrence to the French 
Revolution of 1789. "Brazil," he 
noted wryly, "has not yet sent a 
single person to the guillotine." 

"An Honest Middie Course" 

WELL within the 30-day period 
called for by the constitution, Bra-
ziPs congress named Gen. Castelo 
Branco as president to serve the 
unexpired two years of Goulart's 
term. In sharp contrast with the 
demagogic wheeler-dealers who 
preceded him, Castelo Branco is 
universally acknowledged to be 
honest, free of the hotheadedness 
that has marked many Latin 
American rulers, and deeply com-
mitted to democratic processes. He 
is a quiedy but stubbornly cour-
ageous man. 

The antithesis of the "man on 
horseback," Castelo Branco heads 
a government that is far from be-
ing a military dictatorship. Politi
cai parties exist unhindered, as 
does the congress. The press is 
free, with no reins on dissent or 
criticism; even the left-wing Ul
tima Hora continues publication. 
The president's ofScial fâmily is 
made up of the country's out-
standing experts in their fields: 
economists, career diplomats, en-
gineers, agrículturists. Ali cabinet 
ministers, with the exception of the 
ministers of the three military 
branches, are civilians. Ali are men 
rightly described as "middie class"; 
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ali are deeply dedicated to Castelo's 
announced reforms. 

A strict middle-of-the-roader, 
Castelo Branco rejects the label 
"rightist revolution." He says flat-
ly, "The extreme right is reaction-
ary; the extreme left is subversive. 
Brazil must steer an honest mid-
dle course." When, shortly after 
the revolution, some wealthy in-
dustrialists and latifundists (large 
landowners) moved in to press 
what he considered sel£-serving 
claims, Castelo Branco said blunt-
ly, "The answer to the evils of the 
extreme left does not lie in the 
birth of a reactionary right." 

The president is under no illu-
sions as to the enormity of the task 
befbre him, nor the shortness of 
the time he has to perform it: only 
a little over two years. BraziPs 
problems are deeply ingrained: its 
years of misrule and runaway in-
flation; its great areas of stark pov-
erty; the exploitation of the masses 
—not from the outside, as charged 
by the Reds, but by Brazilians. 
Extensive politicai, economic, so
cial reforms are sorely needed. The 
job is a staggering one. But, be-
holden to no party or pressure 
group, the doughty general is giv-
ing it the grand try. 

Reforms Under Way 

HE HAD no sooner taken office 
than he began dismantling the 
huge and corrupt bureaucracy, 
sliced the bloated budget by 30 

percent for the first year, began 
feeding into the congressional hop-
per reforms that go to the heart 
of BraziPs troubles. Each bill is 
required to be acted upon by con-
gress within a 30-day limit; other-
wise, it automatically becomes law. 

Politicai reforms already passed 
include a constitutional amend-
ment requiring presidential elec-
tions to be by absolute majority — 
to discourage the proliferation of 
politicai parties, now 13 in numbcr, 
and to offset the chance of some 
demagogue riding to power 
through the connivance of a few, 
against the will of the people. 

Economic reforms include mea-
sures to halt inflation —by sharp 
reduction in government spend-
ing, by tying wage scales to pro-
ductivity and the cost of living, by 
closing loopholes in corporate-
and income-tax laws. They also 
include an amendment of the 
Profit Remittances Law, long dis-
criminatory to foreign investment; 
a ban on the nationalization or 
conHscation of private businesses; 
the elimination of subsidies for im-
ported wheat, oil and newsprint; 
the cancellation of tax exemption 
for journalists and judges, writers 
and teachers. 

Social reforms, aimed at lifting 
the lives of the impoverished 
masses, include a national low-cost 
housing program, designed even-
tually to banish the stenchful fa
velas that are the shame of Brazil s 
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big cities; and an agrarian-reform 
program to correct the poverty and 
injustices sufíered by the Northeast 
masses, who are virtual serfs on 
the big estates of feudal land-
owners. 

The heart of President Castelo 
Branco's land-refbrm bill is the im-
position of a graduated tax, which 
would be progressive with the size 
and unused portions of the hold
ings. The tax is designed to encour-
age land use and redistribution 
among those without land of their 
own. The land-refbrm program in-
cludes technical aid and grants to 
help small farmers get started, plus 
government-built fàrm-to-market 
roads. 

No less difficult than the politi
cai, economic and social reforms is 
the moral cleanup to which the re
gime is committed. In this, the 
president himself has set the new 
example. One of his first acts after 
taking ofSce was to voluntarily 
make public his private assets: a 
Rio de Janeiro apartment, a few 
thousand dollars in stocks, a 1961-
model Aero Willys car, and a fãm-
ily cemetery plot worth about 
fioco. His speeches to the nation 
and his messages to the congress 
resound with calls to politicai mor-
ality. 

"The great thing Castelo Branco 
has done already," said a promi-
nent Brazilian last July, "is to 
create a new image of decency and 
honesty in government." 

President Humberto Castelo Branco 
makes his inaugural addresf, April 15 

The Long Road Back 
WITH ALL its high-minded ob

jectives, can the revolutionary 
government — in the two years it 
has left — successfully sell Brazil-
ians of all classes on making the 
sacrifices that must be made to 
cure the nation's ills ? 

The obstacles are huge. Most of 
the wealthy landowner class stand 
strongly against higher taxation 
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and land reform. From the masses 
of peasants, on the other hand, will 
arise new leaders who will find so-
cial-betterment schemes too slow. 
Communists and other radicais, for 
ali their present banishment, can 
be counted upon to regroup under-
ground, determined to avoid their 
past mistakes. And the man in the 
Street, long grown cynical of gov-
ernment promises from any quar-
ter, must see real progress and 
substantial improvement if his con-
tinued support is to be won in the 
free elections now set for Novem-
ber 15, 1966. 

The answer lies not only with 
Castelo Branco and his supporters. 
"It lies also," say BraziUs middle-
class revolutionaries, "with every 
Brazilian's willingness to subordi-
nate selfish interests to the good of 
the nation." 

Says Castelo Branco; "Too long 
weVe been led by demagogues into 
blaming ali our woes on 'Yankee 
imperialism.' From now on, we are 
going to be judged not by our in-
tentions, not by our promises, but 
by what we do!" 

Standing behind the president 
are those who made the middle-
class revolt a success in the Hrst 
place. "It's one thing to make a 
revolution," say Dr. Glycon de 
Paiva, "but quite another to sus-
tain it. The danger now is that we 
who initiated this revolt will re-

lax." To avoid that danger, groups 
like IPES are staying on the job — 
sponsoring courses to train demo 
cratic leaders, especially from the 
middle and lower classes, and 
developing ways to keep the pub-
lic alert and enlightened. Express-
ing the new attitude of many of 
Brazirs business leaders, Paulo 
Ayres Filho, a pharmaceutical 
manufàcturer, says, "We now 
know that we businessmen must 
think not only about profits but 
about the social problems of our 
country. We've got to prove that 
free enterprise can do the best job 
for ali the people." 

The women's groups, too, are 
not demobilizing. Says CAMDE's 
Dona Amélia Bastos, "We women 
of Brazil have discovered our 
power. We're now going to work 
to preserve the democracy we 
helped save." CAMDE women are 
turning their energies to education 
and social service. Also, they have 
proposed to the government a de-
tailed plan to combat illiteracy by 
putting on a nationwide fund-rais-
ing campaign to get it started. 

Given a broad enough spread of 
that spirit, Brazil can indeed come 
back from its deep pi unge toward 
chãos, and make strides toward 
realization of its great potential. 
And in doing so, it can count upon 
the support of the whole Iree 
world. 

> > > < < <  
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HOW 
VOU CAN 

USE 
THIS ARTICLE 

TO 
BEST EEFECT 

"The Country That Saved Itself" contains vital, useful 
Information for every nation menaced by communist 
subversion. It is a heartening story, and one which de-
serves the widest possible dissemination. The message 
is this: with determination and intelligent planning, an 
aroused citizenry can rid itself of even a deeply en-
trenched communist threat. If you would like to help 
spread this important message, here is what you can do: 

—> Detach and mail this article to some friend living 
abroad, either in such sensitive areas as the newly devel-
oping countries, or in older countries confronting com
munist threats. (See next page for mailing rates.) 

Obtain additional reprints (see below) for sending 
to relatives and friends working abroad, such as gov-
ernment or Peace Corps representatives, teachers, doc-
tors, missionaries, etc. 

—> If you travei abroad as a tourist or on business, take 
along copies of reprints to place in the hands of con-
cerned people you may meet. 

Additional reprints are availahie at these prices: 5 
copies for 35¢; 50—$3; 100—$5. Address Reprint Ed
itor, The Readers Digest, Pleasantville, N. Y. 10570 
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THE 
COUNTRY 

THAT 
SAVED ITSELF 

HOW 
TO 

MAIL IT 

When enclosed in an ordinary envelope, this article 
weighs about 1 ¼ ounces. If you enclose a short note, 
the envelope will still weigh under two ounces and you 
may send it by surface mail to any place in the United 
States, Canada or México for 10¢—and to most other 
countries for 18í. 

If you wish to airmail the article, with or without a 
personal note, postage will be 16$ for the United States, 
Canada or México; 60¢ for most other countries. Check 
with your postmaster for details. 

If you wish to mail the article itself with no personal 
message enclosed or written on it, place it in an un-
sealed envelope marked "PRINTED MATTER." The 
surface-mail postage is then in the United States, 
Canada or México, and 5¢ for most other countries. 
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RliVOLUGIOMRIOa 

("FORTUNE", Set. 64) 

' t)or Philiio Slekman 

Uma estória até agora inédita: como homens 

de negócio paulistas conspiraram para der

rubar um governo brasileiro infestado de 

comunistas. 

"Deus é brasileiro", diz um adágio popular no Brasil. Um 

olhar retrospectivo a acontecimentos recentes, e se é tentado a con

cluir que o Brasil foi, de fato, favorecido pela Divina Providência. 

No começo deste ano, s<5 dois caminhos pareciam abertos ao país. Um le

vava a um estado totalitário dominado pelos comunistas, como a Cuba de' 

Fidel Castro, o outro a uma guerra civil em grande escala, tao sangren-., 

ta como a que devastou a Espanha na^^écada de Trinta. Qualquer dessas 

temíveis possibilidades teria in^sulsionado desastrosas ondas de .ohoque 

através do resto da América Latina e confrontado os listados Unidos com 

^ mais grave de suas derretas em política externa, desde a queda da 

KD março último- a economia brasileira, acometida pela infla-

e por greves políticas, estava à beira do colapso. Ü governo do 

en^e Joao Goiilart estava incrustado de comunistas e simpatizantes, 

iitav&n o caos e preparavam-se para capitalizá-lo em seu proveito, 

•tâs, desesperadamente jjntimidados, do regi;ae armavam-se para 

súbita e quase miraculosamente, tudo terminou. Numa 

revolta, <|í^Sbaeçou nas primeiras horas de 31 de março e terminou dois 

dias apósp o Kxéroito Brasileiro fez desfilar seus batalhões de solda

dos e tanques, G-oulaî t fiag.i.u para o exílio e seus partidários princi- -4 

pais foram arrobaniiadcs e presos» No dia em que e governo caiu, o bair

ro praieiro de Gapacabaria, noRiò, explodiu em celebi^çoes compar-dveie 

1 

* , fl 
M 

ás folias carnavalescas. 

Um homem de negócios loc 

dad%'^reagir asaims quejido 

1 

lo era outro pandemônio d<9 ai egria. * 

BÔ em outras três ocasiões viu a cl-'" 

?0£b0u na ISuropa, em maio de 1945, , i| 
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e em 195B s 1962, qviíjido o time brasilsii.:,. & Oc:,ci Irundial de 
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um governo civil capsXf cautaloeamente supervisionado 

pelo JíxórcicOj teuta criar ordeci 3 estabilidade a partir da o&^xmça 

qua horãoi-.-. Gilberto o ccnliseido socioiogo braolleiro, dia 

que o e.tiial Ministério "talvea seja o mais asmpetçnte da história da 

República" <. MRB O otimismo encoraj&do pelo talento e atitudes dos ho

mens agora no poder tom de ser temperado pela as^jnitude dos probisnías 

políticos, sociais e econôiaicos que os enfrentado 

Imo obst&ntef algim&o coiiip?3nhlas egt:^%siTac 1 /illys-Over-

lar.ig Phillipaj AUEà. ), quo W tanto esperavam por iim governo brasilei 

ro que honestamente se dispusesse a governar, animaram-se tanto que já 

estio fazendo vultosos acréscimos a seus inysstirrcrtos brasileiros o A 

maioria doa inversores eatadvnidenses, aco.-stvimados a ver as promessas 

brasileiraa evaporarem-se oonso cex^";ição matui-ljia; estão castamente es-

perazido para ver» Seu ceticismo se explica parcialmente pelo fato de 

que a/if^atdria da revolução brasileira^ com todos os seus aspectos aiii-r 

madoreSj nac foi, atá hoje* bem contada na imprensa dos .Estados Unidos 
: y." 

De maneira tipicamente sardónica; observou vm brasileiro so

bre o (golpe de marçoi "Agora que tudo deu tao certinho, toúo mundo 

quer ser o pai da criança" Os geiisrale forneceram a demonstração ds 

qusj no momento critiCO, resolveu a parada- Mas, C:te não foi 

•ouu3fcj ':lGP proiiunc:l%r.ntc>i nilLt^raa latino-awericanuL üig.iificativa-

parte da jjispi).le.o s do nl&r.0jamento fn:,. fornecida por íio-
*•-

de nq&dcios e* prox'ias:JOívAlB liberais, despertaclcíb paio derivar 

pe.r& a do psíso Iia« .uao ÜÓ deapertaraa, como &e orgwiizpram^ 
• V ^ 

para ík géi* i&lgo a respeito A r^aioria desses lidere? e.rar^ cio botado 

da Sao íatUü, a o levanta m j-- da março pode co'ii ser chs,ma-

dc ''a revolta dos p«uli8tag"/ 

Sào Paulo é, dos 22 "Estados do Brasil, o mais pr<5spero e pode 

rcso politicamente o Contém um doa portos mais importantes ria América 

í<st.m&s S^ntoSf. 3 a tcalor metrópole brasileira, a cidade de ̂ ào Paulo 

(populaçãos quatro milfco^js),^ 3ua. j iquesa e poder foiaa outrora basea-

dos no caí és mas hoje sbrigà conoentraçáo Industrial da Améri

ca Latiriíào Hos suburbioB i,Àdu3tr^ia:.s que se estendem pela& suaves co-. 



QI.<2Í. Cor.>l^,p. 3^1 

- 3 -

linas fora da capital, o3 paulistas fabricam a maior parte dos automó

veis, plásticos8 equipamento eletrônico^ têxteis, produtos químicos 

e maquinaria do Brasil o 

ií'errenh£ynente indiTidua] iotas e orgulho30B de uma tradiçao de 

independência s trabalho árduo» os paulistas sempre olharam qualquer 

governo centra], com desconfiança— mesmo quando o controlavamj nos pri

meiros dias da República, A certa altura, aua atitude para com as 

questões políticas radicava singelamente na idéia de que o que era bom 

para o mercado de café era bom para o Brasil# ílas. os homens de negó

cios e profissionais liberais que entraraia era cena depois da 2a. Guer

ra rlundial estáo muito maio preocupados que seus antecessores com as 

tensões sociais q injustiças individuais que lavram em uma sociedade 

em que talvez um terço doa 77 milhões de habitantes estão condena

dos, desde o berço, a uma vida de pobreaa e ignorância, files crêem 

que o Brasil precisa de uma mudança radical--pelo funcionamento dos 

conceitos de governo limitado* empresa privada e liberdade individual, 

üia desses paulistas é Paulo Ayres Filho, hábil dirigente de 

uma indústria farmacêuticac Hoje com 43 anos, Ayres sucedeu seu pai, 

em 1956, como presidente do Instituto Pinheiros, i^ina firma de produtos 

éticos que tomou o nome do bairro de Sào Paulo em que está localizada, 

üua família possui 25 por cento da companhia, que êle dirige de um pe

queno escritório no recinto da fábrica. 

cQ.iim fabricante cio remédios 

Nos primeiros ancs àa pcsaada década, i-aulo Ayres foi ficando 

cada vez STPIS preocupado com a demagogia e o esquerdismo que Infesta

vam a política brasileira* A essa altura, conheceu o trabalho da 

"'Foundation for Econoiaic Iducation", de Irvington-on-IIudson, Hova York, 

Sobretudo através da livretes e folhetos, a fundação estadunidense faz 

prosaiitismo pela causa do govâmo lín\itado e da livre empresa, como 

antídoto pcra. o que cJisma d . filosofia de ''alguma coisa em troca de 

coisa algija". Ayres leu grnnda minero de publicações da fundação (p, 

exo* "EconoMica in Qna leason"* da Henry Hazlitt), e começou a dietri= 

buir seus follaetcs, beia eomo sy.ecrtoa traduzidos de outraí- obras, en-

tse à-azenas de amigos. 
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Olhando retrospectiva aents p8.r& ac^uelea primeiros anos de ati

vidade, Paulo Ayres recc>r(I&. "ijlstávasos ^oráendo a batalha"« iim 1955, 

Juscelino &ublt8Chek foi eleito Prsfnldente io -f^rasil como candidato do 

Partido Social Beraocrático e com c apoio do lartido trabalhista, que 

era dominado por esquerdistas* Kubitschek le^ou o Brasil a um frenesi 

de desenvolvimento c de gastos gover^smentais. Indústrias inteiras fo

ram edificadasr Sao Paulo ezpandlu-se oolosaalnionte e Brasília, a no

va capital, apareceu como uma miragec de concreto no deserto» íiilhoes 

6 milhões de cruzeiros foram despendidos, laalbaratacios s roubados» A 

crônica inflaçao orasllairí?. liiflarsou-se, ao menos como ^yres e ou

tros o viam: "Comunistas corr^çarazn a aparecer em associações estudan

tis, sindicatos operários e até em sociedades pi-ofissionais e patro

nais e em associações comercieis". 

Ayres tende a usar a palavra comuí-ista para descrever um am

plo espectro de pensamento político, englobando não apenas elementos 

declaradsiaente do partido^ mas também socialistas democráticos, estu

dantes e intelectuais que empregam a linguagem marxista como melo de 

protesto e, talvez; oe roais importantes, oportunistas sem escrupulosa 

Durante os anos finais de. década passada, tais influências estavam in

questionavelmente ganhando terreno. Os ataques aos listados Unidos e 

ao capitalismo em geral cresceram em furor; os pedidos de nacionaliza

ção radical da jjidústria tornarem-ee maia estridentes; e rusiis e laais 

políticos começejram a faiai* de luta ds classes e a pre^jar a violência 

como caminho para o poder. 

Poucos dias antes que o mandato de Kubitscheck terminasse, 

janeiro d@ 1961, Ayres recebeu um teieíoneiaa inter-r-rbano às ma estra

nho que compart.i-ihav2 dc sacs tenores. -aia era Gilberto Huber Jr., 

um jovem homam d@ negdclo& do que tinha aüiíicado, no após guer

ra» UT) próspero negócio, "listas Telefônicas Brasileiras", editores dss 

"paginas amarel&a" das listas telefônicas do Brasil, Huber disse a 

Ayres que tinha sabido de sua campanha pessoal de educaçao e sugeriu 

que 3© encontrassem^ Os dois passaram a encontrar- ss regularmente, ge

ralmente no Rio* onde Ayroa c imeç&va um curto manaato como diretor do 

Banco do Brasil, 
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O presidente do Banco era outro homem de na^foios de -^ão 

Pauloj João Baptista Figueiredo» 3la e uu punhado do outros ainigos de 

Ayres e Huber lego passariam a discutir nomo enfrentar a propaganda es 

tatista e e^squerdista que ganhava todo o Brasil, resultado disco, 

decidiu-se fmidar* o Instituto de Peaqulsas e Estudos Sociais - resuci-

damente IPáS, Al^guiis opiiiavaro que o IPSS deveria ssr um movimento 

claiidGGtlno, í-Ias os fundadores finalmente acordaram que agiriam em 

público—p-iblicando livretes e folhetos^ patrociuando palestras 5 fiiian 

ciaiido Ti^gene de estudantes aos listados Unidos e ajudando a sustentar 

asscoiaçoet' demDcrática.g estudantis e operárias. 

"A destruição ds noasaa aBooroncas" 

Pouco antes que o IPSS fosse fundado» Jânio ^iv^.dros tomou pos 

se como Presidente da República. O/mdrcy exibia uma animadora deterai 

nação de agarrar pelo gasnete a jjiflaçâo s e corrupção adíu:iJiistrativa 

e de deter aquela tendência esquerdizaiite que tanto íilanuava os homens 

de negdoio de S£o Paulo, mas após eé sete meses de govêmo renunciou 

subitamente e foi substituído pelo Vice-Presidente João Goulart» 

Para Ayrea, a ascençac de João Goulart significada, "a destrui 

çao de todas aa nossas esperanças"o Protegido do antigo ditador 

GetiUio ^argas, Goulart tinha, feito do Partido Trabalhista uma podero

sa náquina política, fecunderido Judiciosamente amizades pelo apadri-

nheirento goveimamental a prometendo salários sempre mais altos aos ops 

ráriOSr, Sob suas benevolentes vistas j líderes trabeaíiistaB de influên 

cie. CGüunlsta paosaraa a controlar n. maioria dos sindicatos trabalhis

tas da naçaoo 

Atemorizado paio penes\r-ento do que GouJ.art pudssse fa^er, ago

ra que dxspuiith!?. áo poder praald^nclal, o IPBü acolerc# seus esforços 

para iíit.luenciar a opiniãc pública, Has era wm tarefa árdua, üjna 

caropai5li£',, na comnnlAade de negoeios; cm busca de sócios 0 de fundos 

rendeu pouco» Oonfome Ayi-ea o recorda; "Alguns aao contribuíam por

que pensaya^ii que estávamos urradas; outros porque tesí.iim estiTdsseros 

certos 3 não ea quarl&m comprometer"* O apoio do à rofoi^na agrá

ria nac lha ganhou amigos catre os latifunliárloa', cf grandog proprie--
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tários de terra, concepção de uma economia livre e aberta, nao íoi 

bem recobida pslos industriais ineficientes, que jd estavam perturba

dos coa o nt^iiero crescente da companhias estrangeiras que vinham in

troduzindo no .brasil técnicas avançadas e "marketing" a^oesivo» Ao / 

todo, sü oârca do 400 firmas, a maior parte do i^io e Saa Paulo, con- I 

tribuíram para a organização; a entrada anual de dinheiro nunca exce-l 

deu 500.000 ddlareo» 

Com fundos limitados e sem idéia real do como cumprir a tare

fa que ss tinha proposto, o IP5S tentou faser demais, "Tentamos sal

var o pais", dia Ayres o "E não nos oolocsmoa na devida perspectiva. 

Kas as pementes que arremessamos ajudaram muitas jjiiciativas Isoladas. 

A organização produaiu uma corrente de folhetos e livretes que dava a 

quem que:" que deles fizesse uso. (Suas publicações incluem "Inflação, 

SuaP Causas a Oonasquências", "A Verdade Sobre a Revolução Industrial" 

uma série sobre "Economia Para Todos".) Ajudou a financiar um progra

ma de treinamento sm liderança democrática, para homens de negocio^ es

tudantes Q operários, o qual instruiu 2 = 600 pessoas. 2: encorajou ae~ 1 

sociaçoes fenj.nlna8 e organisações estudantis e outras com contribui

ção em fundos, literatura, espaço barato de escritórioj equipamento át 

escritário gratuito e ajuda burocrática subvencionada, ^ 

•Lá para o fira de 1962, a atitude de muitos aembrco do IPÊS 

começou a sofrer mudança, "A princípio", dis Ayres, "a idéia e-.v= to-

±7. nír.o i? atacar, '.'.'cdoí? qaerí.ano'-í Jargo terminasse 

seu mandato o Sabíamos que toda a gente, em outras partes áo mundo, es 

taria contra nos, se o depuséssemos". Mas, à medida que o governo 

Goulart ficava cada vez mais temerário, tornou-se claro que a resis

tência intelectual nao operaria com a devida rapidez. Rnquentc o IP^ 

continuava com seu trabalho propagandfatico e educativo, sócios da or-

ganisaçào começaram, IndlvidusJ.mente, a procurar maneiras mais diretas 

de manifestar siía oposição. 

Toda a cesta de organizações anticomunistas pularam na cena 

brasileira» Umas faalam comíuioa; outras pixav&m paredes; uma tertou 

comprar políticos. Um Industrial de ^ão Paulo, pertencente ao Ií£3, 

decidiu que era tempo de adotar "ow métodos deles"; e organizou célu

las de "vigilantes" para enfrentar provocadores esquerdistas, nos co-
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miolos axrticojiunistasi, com "raéloàoa iiitsleüs- eoz.o vjna patada na 

cabeça"o Posteriormente^ cj "vigilant-jíb'* ara&r&a-Be coni armas leves, 

ftniáaraoa uina. fábrica cianí.oa uin-a. de ^ran^dar; de-^ao e escolheram um 

local de onde efetuar operações de gierrilha na gv^erra civil que ccn-

aiders-VEU)-! inevitável e iminente 

O que 80 ia tornar.o movimento ativiwta importante üontra 

Goulart começou com trêa sócios do IPfí^, todos aâvogadoL de Sao Paulo; 

Flávio Galvão; l-ui3 Wemeck e João-Ade 1 ino^-^rado Peto^ (ffaivao é tam

bém redc.fror de "O datado de ^ao Paulo '^ o -jorriEl conservador da cida-

dcr) iíls« decidirarttf nas palavras ds Werneck, "q_ue leveri&mos f&zer 

algur.UI coisa, Se ÍBSO significasse revolução^ estiávyjnos preparados., 

Tínhanos da ticâzisformar toda a situação = " 

estariam reunindo-se coii número crescente de oiitroa 

prcfiat3;icnai8 liberais e hoírens d©negocio de ^ao Paulo, pertencenteo ou 

não às f.i.lalTaG Um dos recratas mais prOTsicinentea foi Júlio 

de Hsequits- Pilho, q,";?.s ee tornou chafe norair.al do gru.po- (A família 

Mesquita e dona de "O S«tac.o ds '"ao Paulo".) Dutro foi Adhémar de 

Barros(, Governador do Üat34v) de '^ão lauloè -'Ua adesao ao grupo de 

homens de negicio revolucionar.los foi especialmente importante porque 

êl9 dispunha do ur-?. pvllcla ectadual, bom adeatrada e ber.i arcada, com 

eí::tivos da ceroa de 40*000 hccuuc = Bar roo abrJ;?. liníxas de cocaxarJca-

ção par i outros governadores .'Um-ft-tisan/les. notadamente para C&rlos 

.Lacerda ãíí Guía^abaraj o '^istadc? que contém o íiic de Janeiro, üiepondc 

de i!ia sütoque apar@nts&3%tc inesgotável de xnveütJ.vas venwca&a, La

cerda i"oi o inimigo páblico a-aio inaul tau te de Goularti 

"Já aao é noswivwl auaortar' 

Ha segunda metade do ;uio de 3.3(-3^ o -Srasil parecia poad^josa 

mente pr6:ci&o de ee desagregara A iiiflaçao continuada nao soaente so

lapava a ffôrça produtiva ao mas ainda depriüiií; zb padrões de vi

da da laloria doe h^aalleir^s ("per capita", o produto bruto nacional, 

de fabo daollnou o aro pxi;-c^d.'}.; A'C' pauparizaso üordeüte. campoaecag 

analfabetos estavam uendo or&iniK^doe cou dinheiro da ̂ hina Vairella e 

armaa c c n t .r&L tiD d 6a.d aa a a ^ul?ao 3ul; Leonel ^viaola, faaá-

tlco e ciúihfdo d^ Gowt&rt, accJ.orava seus ata^jiss oon.. c capital ea-
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e:\Qp. rj. ̂ xr :•'. 3:".mp&.t iKantes ai cr tos ào coíav.nisjao e de 'lastro 

ti.: ).a:c ... :&jp,oC;:i-:..w %<, pos^^s-chavas no govêr.iv e 6'ma repartições. 

I': 7XJ.:: •ívc-xlsí trauclLiata d cuidada por coouniiit&c estava abertamente 

usaado :.-::3 como arrca poiíticA™ üm oi.itiíbro,,. umas trinta greves 

isatore;-: ectavam ea curao ov. anitriCiadaSc 

Inforaaiw&ste, sócios do vinh-T ̂ bá muito, ciiltivando f 

&%l%8.JcG aos üw^oõ ailicsres, convidando oficiais oatenclvamente I 

para visitarem fábrxcaa em ^ao Paiílo; a, na rasaa do café ov. do jantar, V 

oCi?ísvíviü LJCH aeizs rsoelow, j'í4ís a reunie.o mais rica do co2i3aQuenc.i0.o 

tevs l'.;.2ar no cotaêço de 1903, quajado Wer&ook, Oalv&to s outros travaram 

ccDhecjr:: \tc' co» 'OsS jovü# '•snsnte-coronel, .Küueny deastei, então ser-

v"r..lo >10 Quartel General àc- II Exército. 

Pau.lieta de nascença, Raaetel ouaib&tau ( s ganhou a Medalha de 

Prats dos Batedos Uni doo) com a ^õrça Expedicionária Brasileira, a 

qual íea a Segunda Guerra timidial na Itália, como parte do V Exército 

dos Estados UnidoG* Agaloa_oo^j o IPBS tornou-sa a célula^dnatar da-cgr 

sisteiicia civil a Goulart, aoaiíü os veteranos da P.d.B. tornaram-se a 

força svtriz entre os militares. • Desde a guerra, explica Resatel, 

''tenioa horror de qualquer regime como o que combatemos, aaja fascista 

ou oomuD'.3ta".. imeorajado pelo %rupo Mesquita, Rsastel e alguns doa 

oficiais 8sus correligionários começaram a circular pelo Brasil, son-

daiido 01-. -ror: militares brando a^ierç de oficiais jovens concordaram 

Qua tlAiJ). chogado o tempo d@ agir, mag multoo nac pensavam asalm, noa 

postos Liiiíin altos. 

O Exároltü dsüenponhcu um papel siator na política 'brasileira 

a2:id3 que dcrruboü. o Império, há ?5 ejnosn )ia8 foi, no tcdo, um papel 

oautelüL" protetcv ãa Gonatitviiçao e árbitro dos debates políticos 

que uaroçea pôr cun csri^o a Republica Gomo Jolm Johnson observou 

("The anõ. üccioty In L&zln America"), "... ao forças arraadas 

brABilelraa, neste ssüuj.q, t@& procurado conocientemente- evltaz- ações 

que provackcaem acarga roslstencia popale.r„ Nem sempre tiveram êxito, 

mas ee\£ ;>ro;atr.árxo é bom. .." 

Gr&üde núnerú de oficiais recusaram, a princípio^ juntar-se à 

eonanlraçBO per crerem quR 3-oulart não tinha ainda uitrs.paseadc eeus li 



mites ocnctituolonalg ou pensarem que sle representava a vontade âo po 

vOc Ccapetia aos acontecirrieritos-—e às próprias açÕes de Goulart-- mu

dar a opüiiào do ^zército. 

começo de 1964 os militares jovens do /?rupo hesquita co~ 

ineçaríiHi a retmir pedaços de evidências os R indicavam que os cocu— 

iiistas que rodeavam Goulart estavam planejando seu próprio golpe—com 

ou sem ajuda de Goulart. '.i.'iniie. havido uma cisão no movimento comunis

ta brasileiro, entre a chamada ala ruooa, a qual aconselhava moderação 

e gradualismo, e a ala ohinesa-cubana, identificada com Brissola, a 

qual pregava a violência, físte grupo parecia ter ganho maior influên

cia no gov&rno. Os paulistas temeram uma tentativa subitânea de criar 

um estado totalitário, com uma oíida de violências e homicídios, guer

rilhas, greves em indústrias-cíiaves e um levante de tropa. 

Do ponto de vista de alguns civis, a escolha tinha-se torna

do morz'er em defesa de sua liberdade ou ser aprisionado e, posterior

mente, fuzilado por terem sido incapaaes de defende-la. K começaram 

a armar-89, o grupo Mesquita haveria de gastar 10.000 dólares em 

armas, inclusive um punhado de metralhadoras. Grupos em distritos re

sidenciais de 3ão Paulo conseguiram armas, munição e víveres, e, cui

dadosamente, projetaram planos de defesa para as quadras em que resi

diam» 

llasstel e os outros oficiais calculavam que, com alguns ele

mentos do Exército reç^ular, as polícias estaduais e os civis, poderiam 

manter-sa por 90 dias, Antes que asse prazo se esgotasse, o grupo 

Mesquita esperava receber auxílio externo. Assim é que mandaram um 

emissário perguntar ao embaixador doa Botados Unidos, Lincoln 

qual seria a posição de país, se irrompesse a guerra civil, 

aquâle informou que Gordon portara-se cora cautela e diplomacia, mas 

deixara a impressão de que, se os paulistas pudessem manter-se por 48 

horasj conseguiriam reconhecimento © ajuda da parte dos Estados Unidos. 

Ü9%ta-feir&p 13 de março, Goulart chefiou um comício na Pra

ça da República* Rio, assistido por cerca de 100,000 operários 0 cam-
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ponesss trazidos d© tôàa a parte do -Brasil, em caminhões, ônibus e 

treriBn Programada oomo uma grande demonstração en favor das reformas, 

o coiaício foi unia og-im de x-essonânola_para a demagogia. Como parte 

do programa, Goulart anunciou a expropriação das cinco refinarias de 

petróleo privadas do ^r&sil e assinou um decreto de reforraa agrái^ia 

que declarou sujeitas a expropriação todas as propriedades rurais mé-

diae e grandes ao longo de obras federais—ferroviasj roiovias, reser

vatórios, O discurso mais ominoso foi feito por Brizola, o qual aber

tamente advertiu Goulait que continuasse avançando ou ficasse para 

tráso f!l8 ex%iu que "o Presidente parasse com suas conciliações e 

formasse um govimo popular e nacional", o qual êle definiu coroo um 

congresso de operáriosj, campoaesea, estudantes, sargentos e oficiais 

nacionalistasc Alfj^uns ouvintes perguntaram- se se Goulart nao se ti

nha tornado cativo do seu cunhado. Um paulista observou, mais tarde, 

que Goulart lhe recordara o aprendia de feiticeiro que tinha posto a 

trabalhar a vassoura e o balde da e estava em perigo de afogamen

to por não saber como pará-los» 

No frenesi do comício» Goulart comateu o que provou ser um 

erro crucial« Ble observou, descortèsmento, que "mulheres com contas 

na mao" nao o fariam parar» Alguns de seus ouvintes se perguntaram o 

que teria provocado essa referencia insultuosa ao rosário, as contas 

de re^ar católicas, Mas um grupo grande de iaulheres brasileiras sa

biam exatamente c que estava incomodando Goularte tíram elas» 

13 Eiaheres braaileiias, tradicionalmente, têm deixado a po

lítica para seue maridos» Mas, sm meados de 1962, um pequeno grupo da 

donas do laea do Rio? pertsncentea e camada superior da classe média, 

tinha organizado a "Campanha da Kullier Pela Democracia"» Coia sede em

prestada .>3lo8 franciscanos do Ipanema, subúrbio do Rio, a C;U-iDE logo 

Juntai'!;; a ação à palavra, encorajaria as mulheres em outras partes do 

-Brasil orgãnisarem c começaria a pressionar políticos com tele-

graams,, cartas e visitas por delegações, liuDia visita a Brasília, em 

agosto de 1962, a GAI4DS, e vm grupo assemelhado de Uao -Paulo, a União 

Cívica j^e.üd.nina, entregou 17.000 cartas de protesto ao Congresso» i^en-

tro em pouco, a organização estava sendo atacada, regularmente, por 

jornais esquerdistas como "guerrilheiras perfumadas" e "gangsters áe 

saia", Apds cada ataque, subia verticalmente o quadio social. 



A observação ás Goulnrt foi provocada por wa ; .ncidente era 

Belo Horisonte, em favereiroo Um grupo àe mulheres invadiu ora auditd'-

rio onde Brizola deveria falar. Knquaato elas esperavam, no meio da 

multidão de briaolistas, um padre lhes sugeriu que rezassem o rosário. 

Enquanto o faaiam, alguiras das mulheres subiram ac estrado. Quando um 

briííolísta puiou sobre a raesa para protestar, uma mtü.her virou a mesa. 

Brizola chegou no meio da briga e bateu era retirada quando a multidão 

irrompeu do auditório, pilhou ais verdureiro e alvejou-o com melões e 

abóboras« No dia do comício de 13 de março,a CÁIíDB. pelo telefone, re~ 

cordou a suaa am^igaa o sucedido em Belo Horizonte e Ihee sugeriu que 

pusesBôm uma vela acesa em suas janelas como símbolo de desafio® En

quanto Goulart esguia para o comícioj a luz de milhares de velas se 

refletia sobre seu carro» 

A aleivcsia das "contas" foi ouvida na televisão* em ^ao Pau

lo j pela irmã Ana de Lourdes, de uma ordem hospitalar católica» Nes

sa mesma noite, ela sugeriu, a um pequeno grupo de paulistasp que as 

mulheres da cidade organizassem usa demonstração religiosa, de protes

to contra tal blasfêmia* No grupo estava Antônio Cunha Bueno, deputa

do ooinprcmetido na conjurra paulista, o qual percebeu que o protesto da 

freira podaria virar em demonstração de massa contra o governo» 

O que se tomou conhecido como "A Marcha da família com -Weus 

pela .Liberdade" foi marcado para a seguinte quin ca-feira, 19 de março = 

Minguóm estava bem seguro do qus esperar. William Í-Iax Psarae, um ame-

rlqan) quví dirige a Willyg-Overland do Brasil, recorda qua sue esposa 

brasileira "veio di%er-me: "Nao sei o que vai acontecer e estou com 

medo de ir,, mas» mesmo assim^ quero ir, 7, vem comigo?" De modo que 

üu did^e: " Vamos' c ms orgulhei pra bt :cro de ter vindoc" Quando 

Pearce e aua mulher deixaram stw automóvel a apenas algemas quadras do 

ponto dtí partids^ verificarem qus faziam parte àa maior demonstração 

de -passas da íiistária brapilsira. viuando os notáveis, à cabeça do des

file., alcançaram a Catedral de üão Paulo, onde a marcha terminaria, pe

lo menos 500o0C0 pessoas «etavam atrás deles. 

David Be&ty 111, americano ná muito radicado no Brasil, o qual 

hoje chefia o setor de ^ão Paulo da DGltec,ü«A,, olhando os manifes

tantes que passavam sob seu escritório, percebeu que quaso todos os 

seus amigos brasileiros estavam ali, Com Beaty estava um refugiado 
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húngaro qus, aombrlRmonte, obnervou qua aa marchas nâo tinham ajudado 

muito em seu paíso Itsfco levou Beaty a pr sa estavam olhan

do "os perdedores ou os vencedores" o Alguna d.iaa depois, eJ.e informou 

à sue matriz em Nova York que esperava que Goul&rt conseguisse o poder 

absoluto dentro de ujn ano. "Então", prosseguia, "nos encontraremos na 

mesma posição que em Guta; ou Goulart se declarara líder comunista ou 

o aparelho comunista o expelirá e tomará o poder total," 

Aliaentos para a guerra 

Â marcha de ^ao Paulo convenceu os oficiais de alta patente 

que havia, entre as massas, guita oposição a Goulart» Ao qua parece^ 

o General Humberto Castello •branco, '-'befe do ^#tado kaior do KssrcitOj 

ficou; particularmente; im^reoslonado. Amigo de Júlio de r-iesquita^es
te general de 65 anos tinha sido chefe de operações da Força Expedi

cionária Brasileira na Itália Jímbora sabando, há algum tempo,, da 

conspiração paulista* ele não se dispusera a aderir a uma revolta con- j^ 

tra o governo legal o Contudo, no dia seguinte à demonstração de •-'ão 

Paulo, ele enviou um memorando secreto aos comandos do ^zérclto, o 

qual dizia em parte: "Os moios militares nacionais não são para de

fender programas do governo, muito menos a sua propaganda, mas para 

garantir os poderes constitucionais, o seu funcionamento e a aplica

ção da lei"^ 

Os conspiradores sentiram ur.a audajiça marcante na atitude de 

muitos outros oficiais do Exército; estes, em número crescente, con-

cordavan em aderir à revolta. JJecidindo que os tempos estavam quase 

chegad j-ér^uad^rair' lo - ;aacn íj começar a esboçar um plano.&in 

da oiu, de opers^Ões mÁI? i-.reSr • ^.tcques extras de gasolina, foram con 

eeguido? > escondidos en rs-: int ,: innuslriaie por todo »>ão Paulo., 

'orneolDie»:tc, estadunidense ds centos ^ara a J.'aa" fui descoberto 

nas docaó lo beatos, 1í:V;iuo an CKiurlniiáo para a capitcd e í-u-masene-do-

A essa ai tuia,, a. ! larin r»..a-oRllelra foi abalada no tio por 

uma revolta de vários d-:. , ^.ri;U:eiro8. üm vez de punir cs rs-

beldeSg ^oulaxt concordou satisfacar suas exigsncias, mantive um 

comandante esquerdista que se rev isara a prender os marinheiros e con

cedeu RruBuiSi £ todos oa envolvi,Je um dia para o ouLro, a disci

plina foi destruída na, '-iar^ãka,- ' "xérclto, os oficiais^ atônitos. 



perceberam que o mesmo poderia acontecer em suas urij.da.de3, a qualquer 

momento. Se esperasseni. sAnáa, para agir, talvea nunca maia pudessem 

agir. 

iintrinc.bieiramentc eni Três luiqs 

f^a Galada da noite de segunda-feira da i'ascoeIa, enquai'ito 

Goulart arengava a uma multidão de sargentos das polícias militares no 

Aio, a revolta começouc Tropas sob o o o mande do (ienex^al Cl Ímpio k o ura o 

Pilho g, coiufindante da IV Região wilitar, parte do exércitop deixaram 

seus quartéis em Juiz de ^^^ora,, no üstado d@ Minas Gerais, e marcharam 

sobre o ^io. Os conspiradores tinham ansiado por que .ourãc começasse 

primeiro, a fia da demonstrar ao resto do país qucj nào s<5 ^£.0 Paulo es

tava revoltado» Mas data alguma fora estabelecida» í-iourão^ oficial 

impaciente e "esquentado" j, havia simplesmente cansado de esperar» 

Mourão contava com o apoio do Governador ds iiinas iterais, Jose 

í-iagalhaea Pinto, Enquanto fviourâo despachava suae tropas, iía^jalhães 

Pinto mandava sua polícia militar guardar pontos estratégicos e confis

car estoques de petróleo e ônibus, Ao mesmo tempo, arrebanhava todos 

os suspeitos de agitação e comunismo, na capital, ^alo Horizonte, e no 

resto do Estado. Pela tarde de terça-feira, lia^alliães ; into tin>ia sob 

firme controle o ^stado e i-iourSo estava entrincheirado em Ti ês üios, 

uma cidadezinha a 120 kni do Kio de Janeiro, ^<5 então, Governador e 

General olharam em torno para ver se alguém mais no país estava com 

eles» -Durante bom número de hora,3 de afliçãoj, ningue:; esteve» ^pde 

anos de conversas^ os conspiradores, tanto como o tiniiam sido 

tomados de surprêsa. 

Correu o dia e nao veio palavra do do 11 Wxóroito, 

aão Paulo. Apesar de sofrer enorme pressão de seu..-, .-jovens oficiais •á 

de civis paulistasj o Comandante do II Rzérclto ^sjxoral Amaury .Xruel, 

hesitava o Kruel tinha sido, outrora, amiíio muito chegado do Jango 

Goulart e os paulistas perguntavam-se se não teriam de destituí-1:,, 

la força, do seu comando, Mas^ tarde de. noite, Kruel telefonou a 

Goulart a no Rio» e instou que alijasse do &eu govezTO os comunistaB, 

Quando Goulart sa recusou a. de qualquer modo, aatisfaae-lo, liruel re

solveu ficar coa os revolucionáriosc Nas primeiras horas da manha da 

quarta-feira, seus tanques Gstavaiú sobre jamantas, suas tropas em ca

minhões 9 ônibus g a camiíiho do liioo 



\ rsaistência dú governo foi débxl» Uo Rio, o comando traba

lhista comunista convocoi^ lUüa ^jrevo &2ral, e cpjjiinhoes da i'ctrobrás, 

o monopólio estatal do petróleo, rodaram psl.:\3 rciKü jncrygando armas 

a operárioü, íir-s nada aconteueu; ate a aro .calhou. -i^iiquanto uma 

unidade wil^tar .-ipoa outra aderia à r&volta, üou3,P,rt fwj,iu do xiio pa

ra Brasília, I^oite alta de quarta-feira, partiu para o exílioj, no 

Uruguai, 

-aites do amanhecer a quinta-feira, .•*asohoai Ranieri T-.azzilip 

presidente da Câmara doü -i^eputadüSj empossou-ae como i residente da Ke-

púlica interino» 

segunda-feira í?eguintep c Tenente-Oororiel Resstel reviniu-

se ecm os líderes do Congraecoc O comarAdo rovolucionário, disse êle, 

estava decidido a expurgar do Congresso tcaoz os comunistas, esquer

distas, subversivos e velhaooa, wando os congressistas se recusaram 

a votar legiolaçao nesse sentidoj Resotel declarou: é asai.Tij en

tão não há outro jeito," Três dias após, o comando revolucionário pu

blicou -.jim "ato institucional",, c qual dava, temporariamente, ao gover

no c poder de demitir qualquer fimoionário o de suspender por dez anos 

os direitos políticos de qualquer individuo acusado de corrupção ou 

comyjiisjnoo íio sábado, 11 de abril, o General Castello Branco foi elei

to Presidente da República pelo Congresso, para cumprir os restantes 

21 meses do mandato de Goulart. Castello Bnuico pediu reforma do íSxér 

cite e voltou-se para cs proble&aa à aãoo 

O dispositivo de Goulart diesoiveu-sc inteiramente, üeus lí

deres ffiai6 notários fugiram para o exílio. Uutroa forem prontamente 

detidos. Nos primeiros áir&s da reVolta, milhares de suspeitos de sub

versão foram apressadamente Jogados em prisões ou temporários navios-

priaões. (A esta altura, a maioria já %ol quietamente solta.) Priva

da de seus líderes fanáticos 3 do acesso .aos tesouros estaduais e f3-

doralSj a extrema sa^uarda. brasileira sumiu, "dón os eclipsamos", üz 

Ressteio 

Anulada a ameaça cuou^ilsta,, o regime nôvo voltou sua atenção 

para a limpeza da corrupção. Üob Goulart, governadores, coiigressis-
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taa, funcionários federais s seus amigos tinham mamado à farta no te

souro público. As folhas de pagamento oficiais auportavam uma sobre

carga de amigos e parentes que nunca apareciam para trabalhar, as 

instituições financeiras federais se tinham tornado a despensa parti

cular de certos funcionários públicos, ü próprio Goulart não deixara 

por menos, Explorando diligentemente as oportunidades proporcionadas 

por seu cargog amontoara vultosa fortuna e terras cobrindo perto de 

4o800 km^o 

fios 60 dias permitidos pelo Ato Institucional, o governo can

celou os direitos políticos de 378 pessoas, com fundamento em corrup

ção e desonestidade ou em ação pró-comunismo. Incluídos na lista fo

ram três ex-Presid©ntes da iiepública, um senador federal, cinco gover

nadores ̂ 51 deputados federais; a eles não será permitido candidatar-

se durante dez anos. Talvez o nome mais conhecido na lista negra seja 

o do QX-Prssidente Juscelino Kubitschek. Alguns observadores estran

geiros viram, neste caso, uma crua manobra política para eliminar o ho

mem que teria sido um forte contendor para a presidência nas próximas 

eleições. Kubitschek seria bem capaz de trazer de volta consigo os 

próprios elementos do regime decaído que levaram o Brasil ao caos. 

Moderando a bomba 

Gomo a maioria de seus predecessores, o novo regime empossou-

se com promessas de pôr em ordem a economia e introduzir amplas refor

mas. Para surpresa de muitos brasileiros, aparentemente pretende cum

prir suas promessas. O talentoso ministério de Castello Branco inclui 

como Ministro do Planejamento Econômico, Roberto Camposg o espirituoso 

e urbano economista que servira como embaixador nos Estados Unidos, ao 

tempo de Goulart, e que se demitira quando cansou de ser "o intérprete 

de uma política inexistente". 

O novo ministério apresentou um plano de reforma agrária; um 

plano de reforma fiscal que, efetivamente, dará ao Brasil seu primeiro 

banco central; e legislação que revisa as leis eleitorais e extende o 

mandato de Castello Branco até laarço de 1967, para dar-lhe tempo de 

instituir tais mudanças. Antes, contudo, que Campos e o resto do mi

nistério possam entregar-se plenamente às reformas de base, têm que fa 

zer algo para deter a inflação. No ano passado, o dinheiro em circula 

ção aumentou mais de óOyCt e o valor do cruzeiro, caiu mais ou menos,ao 
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moi-j- iSl/C -a-.--."-,. ifiií^xiatanieiice antes da revolta, o '".ro.sil í?e estava ia 

fl :0.5 ona'.! ,• '• :ima taxü anual de 120/v. 

-•• r:: ,c.,.pli "büffiba" inflacionária é um enori:;e "deficit" fede

ral- -íç ti/oaoe permanecido no poder, o "defic.i t" teria, pro-

vàvclií , SMlculc a 1*5 trilhões de crtiseiros este ano (mais ou me

nos Dxlhõea de dólares, às taxas de câmbio atuais). Campos e o 

novo da Fazenda, Otávio Bulhões, já podaram parte deste,abrin 

do mão de':- ...r,bnidios de importação do petróleo e do trigo, os quais 

provà''-?i': ' rii,a veriam custado ao governo 200 milhões de dólares em 1964« 

Slee, ;-acuiiiiaraxa um projeto de reforma fiscal, que reforçará 

a receita estão elaborando meios de reduzir os prejuízos aultimi-

llonáriüi crfridos pela ferrovia estatal, 

ministério, contudo, hesita em cortar fundo na folha de pa-

gemento ?~deral - Laso, conforme -Bulhões o diz, "causaria uma incon

veniente rençao soclalc" Pergunta ele: "Oomo podemos resolver pro-

blemae financeiros sem levar em consideração as condições humanas?" 

Caapoi e Bulhões.. contudo, estão convencidos de que, dessa ou daque

la forma, reduz....râo o "deficit" de um terço ou mais, este ano, e re~ 
duzirã: a in.flaoat; a uma taxa de 2 a 5# ao mes, no começo do próximo 

ano A 'Tiütn é repor nos trilhos a economia (e liberar o cruzeiro) an

tes qvv 106v termine 

-ias a inflaySo nao será detida sem alguns traumas sérios» í)Jo 

patiS.Ti:. muita emprega brasileira dependia da "compra preventiva"-— 

" compra: mercadorias e fazer estoque a, frente dos aumentos de preço--

e de uu-a f%a rto dinheiro para as mercadorias, Grande número de bra-

silfti:vos„ p, sx. ,• co^rravem automóvela como meio conveniente ds prote

ger ac-v .: -pitel aa cssvalorisação (Al.<;uns homens de negócio possuía# 

docenae de Volk ) A medida que desapareça a necessidade desse 

tipo de ciapra, os carros 'entesourados" serão postos no mercado e os 

fabricantes s:;aurirÍo seus inflados estoques de peças e matérias pri

mas. Kuit&g smpresae sentirão dificuldade de vender substancialmente, 

por al^-uíi tempo. JUo fato, já üíú junho, os estacionamentos ds carros 

pronbos em 1611:0 d.as fábricas cie automóveis estavam abarrotados e a 

Volkswagen estacionava carros até nas pistas de acesso à sus-, fábrica 

nas iunediac-oes de ü&o IHUIO.- A essa altura, as vendas de automóveis 
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um têrço; e as de utensílios domésticos, produtos 

iirs 25^1, 

"ioderíamoa. realmente. p-rn')ar" 

Para que o Brasil não morra, na mesa de operação enquanto os 

iiünisKS noves tentam curar ssvis raaleSj precls&rá ds grandes transxusões 

de ajuda estrangeira. A ajuda estadunidense ao Brasil ea.xu para 2 mi

lhões de dólares noB dois meses precedente^ à revolta. Logo depois,os 

Estados Unidos aparscersia com 93 milhões era sobras de produtos agnco-» 

las conforme a "Public 400 e 50 milhões mais am empréstimos em . 

dólar e doações para raai3 de 35 projetos de desenvolvimento, mesmo 

tempo, os Estados Unidos, J%páo e certo número de países europeus co

meçaram a negociar acordos para reescalonar a enorme dívida estrangei-

ra—^ bilhões de dólares— do Brasil, ^lém disso, mais ajuda européia 

e norte-americana será, provavelmente, concedida ao Brasil este ano, 

para ajudrr a garsjitir o "deficit" orçamentário e financiar importa-

çoeSo 

Evitada a bancarrota, o novo governo tem de propiciar nova 

expansão ia econom5-a-=sera recorrer, uma vez mais. à inflaçao« Ooro a 

população do Brasil crosccndo OTJ mais de ao ano, o problema do 

des9roprêifi'0 o do suííç?"»or3go tor^-ai'—se—a aj.nda r^ais agudo j a íiao ser que 

haja constante s^pmsao i^^uatrial Q vasta mr.ilioria a^rfcciac T-ias is

so., também, exigizã ajuda estrangeira, especialmente ne forma de in

vés timento privado * 

líão vai 89r fácil atrair, de novo, para o Brasil os inverso

res 33trangeiros. 56 o c a^ l+ai norte-americano já tem urna "parada" de 

1 bllnoo de d<^l-AÂ'5'5 ro -ultas subsidiárias estadunidenses proa-

peraraiii ao vsxtreiac nc VÍJCSVÍÍO . fcao, nos ultiicos- anos^ foras 

durament-j; -.tingidas p@2a @ ficarem seriamente atemorizadas 

com 00 vern-ionos ?baqu23 cjatra n capitaliamo e as emprê&as eatrangei-

rae. ue.. ., : A96" . rr.-aao o gcvcrr.: promulgou uma lei de remessa de lu-

cres que, as skb^ldiárias de remeterem dinheiro 

&& Guas matrizeB, nr&tlGi.L::cte n. .^ua investimento privado foi colnca-

do no Biasi 1 

O governo --ay-búll', Jrancc fez revisão da lei ds .romesaa, pa-

ra abrir a porta a ur :nr. - :;o.rma:. ds dinheiro das subsidiárias para 

caiam, ao nínisOj de 

têxteis 9 laguinari», 
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as matrlses. E ao8 estrangeiros vêm ssndo dadas profusas garantias 

de que serão equitativamente tratados no Brasil. Número reduzido de 

companhias rsspondaramp alimentando seus investimentos, Mas a maioria 

está "esperando para ver", mesmo quando os gerentes locais estejam 

transbordando de entusiasme. UI2 um, norte-americano: "Com um gover

no apenas sofrível, poderíamos realmente marchar neste país." 

A distância pode emprestar objetividade aos inversores, mas 

também obstruir-lhes a visão. Só o mais preonpitado dos prognostica-" 

dores garantiria que o Brasil nSo recaia em uii\ governo corrupto e uma 

economia insana. Mas com uma população grande, uma enorme massa de 

terra e uma abundância de matérias primas, o -Brasil resta, potencial" 

mente, como uma das mais poderosas nações do mundo. No próximo ano, 

03 diretores de uma companhia dos Üstados Unidos estarão numa posição 

difícil para explicar por que investiram no Brasil, em 1964. Daqui a 

dez anos, talvez achem ainda mais difícil explicar por que nao o fi

zerem* 

Bom motivo de otimismo é o fato de a maioria dos homens de 

negócio de üão Paulo estarem apoiando solidamente o governo—o que é 

novidade no Breisil» As pessoas que ajudaram a deflagrar a revolução 

sabem que sua tarefa não terminouc üs efeitos de anos de propaganda 

esquerdista levarão muito para serem erradicados. I-las os paulistas 

crêem que o Brasil sstá, finalme^tep dirigido no rumo certo. Diz 

Paulo Ayres: "Nobsa revolução está em processo." 


