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Foreword

This record was compiled by the former staff officer of the
28th Army, ex~Col. Aiichi Okamura, during his internment in Burma
after the termination of the war and was reviewed by ex-Lt. Gen,

“Shozo Sakurai, former commander of the 28th Army. After the re-
cord was received by the Information and Historical Record Divi-
sion, Japanese Demobilization Bureau, it was subject to some cor-
rection by ex-Maj. Nizo Yamaguchi, former staff officer of the

Southern Area Army and presently a member of the above-ment:.oned
Division, .

This record is based on the ~documents. whi'ch were avalilable at
the former Army headquarters just after the termination of the war,
and on the recollections of former staff officers of the 28th Army,
ex-Lt. Col., Eiichli Tsuchiya, ex-Majors Masakatsu Okudaira, Tatsuru
Yamaguchi and all former department chiefs of the Army headquarters
and commanders of units under the command of the Army.

29 August 1952,

Revised Edition

Many former officers of the Japanese 28th Army were of assist-
ance to the Foreign Histories Division in filling in the gaps and
correcting the inaccuracies in the original mamuseript. We acknowl-
edge our indebtedness and express our thanks to the folloﬁng’

It. Gen. Hanaya, Commanding General, 55th Division .
Vaj. Gen. Koba, Commanding General, 54th Infantry Group
Maj. Gen. Yamamoto, Commanding General, 72d Mixed Brigade
Col. Kawamura, Chief of Staff, 55th Division
Col. Furuya, Commanding Officer, 112th Infantry Regiment
Col. Yoshida, Commanding Officer, lihth Infantry Regiment
Lt. Col. Saito, Staff Officer, 54th Division
Maja Tsu:j.hnoto, Commanding Officer, lst Battalion,

1434 Infantry Regiment -
Laj. Matsuo, Commanding Officer, 24 Battalion,

1434 Infantry Regiment
Maj. Kurooka, Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion,

1434 Infantry Regiment
Ma;;. Yamanaka, Commanding Officer, lst Battallon,

29th Infantry Regiment v
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We are also indebted to Mr, MNishiura, Chief of the War Histow

ries Section, Army Staff College, Japanese Self Defense Force, fopr .
his assistance to this division in making official records availa=
ble, in particular: The Memories of Lt. Gen. Sakursal (CG, 28th
Army); Diary of Maj. Gen. Sakurai (CG, 55th Infantry Group); Opere~

tions Report of the 28th Army, by It. Cal. Tsuchiya and Maj. Fdamtomd
 (Staff Officers of the 28th Amy) and the Operations Report of the
54th Division, Casualty lists were furnished by the lst Demobiliza=-
tion Bureau of the Ministry of Public Velfare, '

30 April 1958.
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Prafaca

Through Instructions No. 126 to the Japanese Government, 12
October 1945, subject: "Institution for Wer Records Investigation,”
steps were initiated to exploit military historical records and .
official reports of the Japanese War Ministry and Japanese General
Staff. Upon dissolution of the War Mimistry and the Japanese Gen-
eral Staff, and the transfer of their former functions to the De-
mobilization Bureau, research and compilation continued and devel-

oped into a series of historical monographs.

‘ The paucity of original orders, plans and unit journals, which
are normally essential in the preparations of this type of record,
most of which were lost or destroyed during field operations or
bombing raids, rendered the task of compilation most difficult; par-
ticularly distressing has been the complete lack of official strength
reports, normal in AG or G3 records. However, while many of the
important orders, plans and estimates have been reconstructed from
memory and therefore are not textually identical with the originals,
they are believed to be generally accurate and reliable. '

Under the supervision of the Demobilization Bureau, the basie
material contained in this monograph was compiled and written in
Japanese by former officers, on duty in command and staff units
within major units during the period of operations. Translatlon
was effected through the facilities of Allied Translator and Inter-
preters Service, G2, General Headquarters, Far East Command.

This Japanese Operational Monograph was rewritten in English
by the Japanese Research Division, Military History Section, Gen-
eral Headquarters, Far East Command and is based on the transglation
of the Japanese original. Editorial corrections were limited to
those necessary for coherence and accuracy. '

Revised Edition

This monograph, originally edited in August 1952, was complete-
ly revised in 1958, The original edition, which was developed from
fragmentary records and recollections, failed to present the various
operations in proper relationship to each other. This lack of co-
hesion made it virtually impossible to gain an understanding of the



over-all operational situation in Burma, During the five and onee=
half years that elapsed between the publication of the two editions,
a tremendous amount of additional information became available, make
ing it possible to rectify the many errors of amission and commis-
sion in the original. Map coverage has also been expanded and im-n
proved,

The rewriting and editing of the revised monograph was'accom-'-‘ :
plished by the Foreign Histories Division, Office of the Military . -
History Officer, Headquarters United States Army Japan, successor
to the original editing agency. Research and compilation of data .
for the revised edition was performed by former Lt. Col. M, Iwa'ba,,
now a Senior Military Operational Analyst with the Fored.g,n Iﬁstoo
ries Division,

30 April 1958.
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" CHAPTER 1
THE HA-GO OPERATION
Situation in Late lw .

Since the end of the 192;3 monscon season, the war aituaﬁon
in Burma had becoma increasingly acute and by Septunber the ene~- |
my was bullding up strength on all sides. Ko

In the Akyab sector, in western Buma, the British-mdim
5th and 7th Divisions were disposed :Ln depth on the Buthidaung- '
Maungdaw front, with two or three additional divisions bﬁcking
them up. There were signs of preparations for an offensive in
the near future. Enemey vessels massed in Chitta.gong Harbor, the
Naf River and other points, combined with increased enemy ship
movement s, were believed to be ihdicationa of a possible amphib-
ious attack onv Akyab. |

In Assam Province, Imphal and vicinity was the base of ene-
my operations and the British-Indian 17th, 20th and 23d Divisions
as well as one other division were advancing to this secto-r.’ The ,V
enemy was rebuilding the Imphal-Palel—Ta:iu road and the Imphalf
Churachandpur~Tiddim road into motor vehicle roads,

At the northern end of the Hukawng Valley the New lst Amy v
of the Chungking Army and a U. S. brigade, both commanded by Gen.
Joseph E. Stilwell, were located in the vieinity of ledo. The



New iet Armmy was greatly superior to other Chinese azv'mj.os‘ in or-
ganization, equipment snd training. Here, too, indications of
preparations for an offensive could be observed}'.' |

| In the Yunnan area of northeastern Burma, approximately ten
divisions of the Yunnan Expsditionary Amy (-Chim sa) had occupied
positions along the east bank of the Salween River, west of Tali, .
While preparations for an offensive were not being‘ene'rget.icallj
pushed in this area, it was estimated that the Amgy would be pre-
pared to launch an offensive in @aperation with any offensive
launched by the British-Indian forces and Stilwell's force.

The U-Go (Imphal) Operation Planned

On 7 Angust the Southern Army directed the Buma Area Army |
to make preparations for an offensive against eastern India. |
After a study of the e:nemj situation, the Area Army commander de-
termined to conduct only holding operations sgainst the Yunnan Ex~
peditionary Amy in the Salween River area and against Stilwell's
force in the Hukawng Valley sector. The main offe@sive agaj;nsb |
eastern India would be undertaken by the 15th Army with the 15th,
31lst and 33d Divisions. On 12 August the Bimma Area Anny issued



 orders to the 15th Army to start prepam:icus for ths U-Go (Impha.l)
Operation to be conducted m early 19!.&. '

Ha-Go ration Flans

As a diversionaxy act:!.on, the Area Amy plamed the Ha~Go ap- .
eration, an offensive to be humhed in the Avaken sector b‘: 55th
Division units, two or threa vreeks prior to the starb of the U-Go '

Operations. _ N
In November 1943, Lt. Gen. Hanaya was deaisnéted as eommand-
er of the 55th Division and, in preparation for thé fortheoming of~
fensive, :umediateb proceeded to make plans and etf‘ec:f_ troop. dis-
positions (Map No. 1): ' ,

Maungdaw=-Buthidaung anb.....55th Inf Gp Hq
]J+3d Inf Regt .

West Coast (From Donbalk
to the mouth of the
Naf River)......-.n..uuullaﬂ\ Int Regt
(less 1st Bn)

mab Ama.................-..55151’! Remn Regt
1st Bn, 112th

. Inf Regt

Kaladan River Front......-._...i_.ls‘b Bn, 213&
. Inf Regt .

1. See Japanese MonOgraph No. 134 (Revised) for detailed
‘description of the Imphal Operation. ' :
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A force eomposeﬁ et the mw Inrmtxy Reg;mam; hav m (4
Battalion of the 55th Hountain Ar*:illery Ragﬁ:.ment and. éne engiueerj’,,'
compeny, which had been rehabilitated at P@.baul mer angaging in
the New Guinea campaign as the South Seas Detachment, reverted to
55th Division control and arrived during E)ecember' and January. Iq
addition, the 1lth Infantry Reginsnt (less the 24 and 34 Bam:.- “
ions) and the 24 Battalion, Sith Field drtillery Reginent,, wore
transferred from the 54th Division, in mm-Jamm'y, to minforce .
Akyab during the Ha-Go Operation. - : R

The Division comander's alan ealled for the Mumh&.ﬁg of an ; .
attack against the anemy's base of ommtmna at Bawld Pazar. The
main attack would be aimd at destroylng the Br%ish»fﬁndiaa Toh Di-o
vision, in the area east of the Hayq ij:ag@ s Wim-“si yi’mer mzwamant -
| launched simultaneously from the nor'th m«f& .mﬁ‘m; ‘.&mﬂ, by 8h§.£t~
ing the main body of the Division to the mmty of nggymmg; :
‘they would crush the eneny 5th Divislon in the Msungdaw area, west
of the Mayu Range. This phass of the m—&% Gpem‘tmm is gemml-«
1y known as the Northern Arakan Operammm as dj.sti%misimd fm
the Kaladan Operation which was a suba@@@nt d@ml@mﬁm‘. of the
Ha-Go Operation. R - o



Activation of the 28th Awmmy |

In consideration of the war situaﬁion' in late 1943, Imperial
General Headquarters had determined to conduct coun‘aeroi‘fensivea
in China and Burma. The Yonnan-Kwengsi of fensive was.to be launch-
ed in China to destroy American air bases and the eastern India of-
fensive would be launched from northxresbem:Burma to étrenbothen the
Japane se defensive positibn. ‘ ' ‘

There were obvious indications of possible sea and land offen-
sives by the enemy, including the raval bombardment of Ramree Is-
land in December 1943. If the Burma Area Amy was to be committed
to operations against eastern Indiz§ a strong defensive force would
be necessary to hold soutlwestern Bumma. Accordingly, on 15 January
19415’, the order of battle of the 28th Anjny was amioumed (See Tabled
1 and 2). ' .

Lt. Cen. Shozo Sakurai had been announced as 28th Amy commander
on 7 January 1944. He had taken part in the original Burma campaign
in 1942 as commander of the 33d Division and since March 1943, had
been commander of the Army Méchanized Headquarters :!.n Tokyo. Maj.
Gen. Hideo Iwakuro was designated as chisf of staff, being relieved
from his position as chief of the General Affagirs‘ Department, ‘Mili-'
tary Administration Office, 25th Army (Sumatra). |

The chief of staff was sent to Rangoon on 18 January to ex-
pedite the organization of the Army headquarters and on 2L Janwary .

the Aymy commander arrived. Although the staff was composed:



prinarily of peraonnel alreaéy s.a Burma
ferred from other areas aad by 3@ Januam.‘ he

_quarters was complete,

the anny‘andw tnr purpases
of keeping its 1dentity aecmt, ‘ahe na.me "*Saku'Unit” eontinaeﬁ t.o be o

The code name "Saku Group" waa givm to:

- used. This ruse appeared to. be suceessful _sﬁ{_theﬂenemy apparen’cly
| identified the newly formed 281;%1 Army as be.mg a m:bced bmgade which 2
“had advanced north from Mala;ya. | T e ‘
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Table 1 |
Organization and Order of Eat‘ble of the
- 28th Amy

Hq. 28th Amy, Lt. Gen. Shozo Sakurai, Commander
Maj. Gen. Hideo Iwakuro, C/S

24 Division - Lt. Gen. Seizaburo Olmzaki, Cwmnander
Col. Takeo Kinoshita, c/s -

54th Division - Lt. Gen, Shihachi Katamura, Gommander
Col. Jiro Itta, C/S ‘

55th Division - Lt. Gen. Tadashi Hana Oommander
Col. Benji Kawamura, C S

1ith Independent Antitank Gun Battalion - Maj. Nanao Nakae, r.
. (Hg, 3 cos and Ammo Tn) ‘
7Tlst Field Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion - Maj. ‘I‘eiichi %a, Gmér.
(Hq and 3 btrys) -
Lith Field Antiaircraft MG Company Unk
20th Field Road Construction Unit ~ Lit. Col. Akata
(200 men)
101lst Field Road Construction Unit - Capt. Hiromitsu Matsumeto
(Hg and 3 cos - 16 Off and 321 ¥M) ,
51st Independent Transport Battalion = Maj. Sadaji Ineue ~
(Six cos - horse-drawn) -
55th Independent lotor Transport Battalion =~ Maj. Tal;azn.re Ryu
- (Four cos -~ 50 trucks each - 1 materiel depot)
236th Independent Motor Transport Company - lst Lt. Shutaro Katauﬁa
10th Provisional Motor Transport Company =~ Unk. .
26th Ponton Bridge Company - Capt. Kazushige Kuwabara
10th River Crossing Materiel Company -~ Capt. Torac Fujioka
70th Casualty Clearing Platoon = lst Lt. Masajiro Tsunabuchi
7lst Casualty Clearing Platoon - lst Lt. Jitsuji Sugimoto
118th Rear Hospital - laj. Rokuro Kasahara



‘I‘able 2

Units Under Tactz.cal Gommand
of the 28th Army

1lth Shipping Group - Maj. Gen. Gisabum 3uzuki, ebmander

- 11th Shipping Fngineer Regiment* -~ Lt. 001. Ta}mshi Ishimm
3d Sea Transport Battalion e »
22d Provisional 'ater Transport Service Campany e
38th ‘Jater Transport Service Company
Southwestern Branch, Burma Area Amy Field Provision Depot
Southwestern Branch, Burma Area Amy Field Ordnance Depot
Southwestern Branch, Burma Area Amy Field Motor Depot
Southwestern Branch, 2Lst Rear Veterinary Hosp:rbal '
. Elements of the 106th Rear Hcspital :
101lst Carpenter Company
93d Land Transport Service C-ompany
Flements of the 22d Field Water Supply Purification Unit

%* The 11th Shipping Engineer Regiment was composed of Hq, 3
companies and 1 materiel depot with a total of 1105 men and
the following vessels:

Large landing barges....................85
Small landing bDargeS...cescesesnceessceedly
Motored sa-mpans....-.....-.-.......-goooh?
Armored boatS.seecesssccscasccesscansase &
Fishing boats (60 Ton Class).....sese...10
Messeflper bOat ssessassseverbesensaRP O l
Speed boat‘..0!....l‘...’.'l‘:‘."...v....' l



Disposition of 28th Army Units - Farly 1944
The zone of responsibility assigned the 28th Ammy was southwestern

Burma, from Rangoon north to Maungdaw along the west oeaét é,nd extend-
ing inland to the Arakan and Pegu lountain Ranges.‘ At the time of its
organization the only portion of the Amy's fmn‘b~ac£ually facing the
enemy was a 50 mile strip from Maungdaw northeast to Thayéttabin. A=
long the Bay of Bengal it was responsible for a coastal front of 40O
miles which, with the many islands adjacent to the ;:oast, was wulner- |
able to an enemy seaborne attack. The Araken Mountains, however, off-
ered protection against attack from the northeast. Also within the op-
erational area of the Army was the Irrawaddy Delta, one of the world's
great rice prociucing centers. ‘

Since the First Arakan Operation, the 55th Division had been fac-
ving the enemy on the front north of Akyab, with its main strength de-
ployed on the Mayu Peninsula and some units F:Ln the Kaladan River Basin.
The 54th Division had been assigned the defense of the long coastal
strip extending from Ruywa SOuth to the mouths of the Irrawaddy River
since the latter paivt of 1943. The 2d Division had been in the pro-
cess of moving from Malaya to Burma since .the lst of January 191#4-.

The 11th Shipping Group was stationed at Taungup with the principal
supply dedots being located at Prome. At the time of the activation
of the 28th Ammy, the 54th and 55th Divisions were in position and by
the end of February the main force of the 2d Division had arrived in.

southwestern Burma. Since the 28th Armmy did not wish to disturb the
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status qu by making radical and sudden ehmgés, a gmdual redis- N
position of troops to conform with the Amy's tactical and stra-
tegle plans was effected (Map No. 2). -

One of the highest priority projects on the &my's agénde. was
the construction of defense positions and no effort was épamd in
rushing them to completion. As neither cement ror steel were a-
vailable locally or through supply channel.s; defense positions eon;
glsted primarily of crude earthworks. Since there was no radar and
only limited assistance could be expected from naval and air ‘units,_
the amy was forced to rely on sentries posted along the coast for
production of intelligence on enemy activities and movements.

With some revisions, the commander of the 28th ’Amy approved
the 55th Division plans for the launching of the Northern Arakan
Operation. In view of the enemy's numerically superior strength,
he felt it would be extremely hazardous fork the main body of the
Division to effect a penetration as far as Bawli Bazar. Fﬁrther,
in the event that the operation did not progress as expected, the
Division might encounter difficulties that would prejudice the
over-all operations of the 28th Ammy. Accordingly, the Army com- |
mander established a line running east and west through Taung Bazar
as the northern limits of the operation. Any advance north of that
line would be subject to his prior approval. With these revisions
the commander ordered the operation to commence any time on or

after 4 February.



In mid-January the 55th Division had begun reg-mt;pihg for thg
offensive: the 55th Reconnaissance Regiment was moved to the Kaladan
Valley to replace the lst Battalion of the 2i3th Infantry I?egiﬁzent;-
the Li4th Infantry Regiment (less the 3d Battalion) was dispatched to
the west coast to replace the 112th Infantry and the main combat ele-
ments of the Division began assembling at Kindaung as the assault |
~ column. Preparations were well in hand to start the oifensive about
the middle of February. (Map No. 1) |

Task Force Organization

The 55th Division was divided into several Task Force Units to
perform the various actions required by the Ha-Gov Operation plan:

Sakurai Unit - Commander, Maj. Gen. T. Sakuraii
CG, 55th Inf Gp

Ha. 55th Inf Gp _

112th Inf Regt (less 1 rifle co and 1 MG plat)

2d Bn, 143d Inf Regt (less 5th Co and 1 MG plat)

lst Bn, 213th Inf Regt (less lst and 3d Cos and
1 MG plat)

3d Bn, 55th Mt Arty Re§t (4 mbt guns and 4 mortars)

55th "nzr Rest (less 1% cos)

One plat, 1O0th River Crossing Material Co

One squad, Armorer Unit

Yed Bn (less elms) _

One wireless squad, Div Sig Unit

One plat, Water Sup Unit

* Not to be confused with Lt. Gen. S. Sakurai, CG, 28th Amy.



Doi Unit - Commander, Col. Doi
CO, 1434 Inf Regt

143¢ Inf Regt (less 24 En)
4th Mt Btry (2 mt guns)
One plat, 55th fngr Begt
One sect, Med Bn

One squad Water Sup Unit

Yoshida Unit - Commander, Col. Yoshida -
€O, Lth Inf Regt |

Lihth Inf Regt (less 2d and 3d Bns) -

14 AT Bn (less 3d Btry) (8 AT Guns - 37-mm)
( 3d Co, 55th Recon Regt (1t tanks)

1st Bn, 55th Lt Arty (3 mt guns)

Comp btry (5 mt guns and 1 fld gun)

One sect, Med Bn

One Squad, Water Sup Unit

Kawashima Unit - Cominander , Col, Kawashima
CO, 55th Recon Reght

55th Recon Regt (less 3d Co)

Koba Unit - Commander, Col. Koba
€0, 111th Inf Regt

111th Inf Regt (less 24 and 3d Bas)
3d Bn, 144th Inf Regt
2d Bn, 54th Fld Arty

Division Reserve

24 Bn, 144th Inf Regt

Artillery - Commander, Lt. Col. Kobayashi
CO, 55th Mt Arty Regt

55th Mt Arty Hegt (less lst and 3d Bns) (5 mt guaa)
2d Btry, 3d Hvy Fld Arty Regt (3 How - M9M)

Transport - Commander, Col. Sei
€0, 55th Trans Regt

55th Trans Regt (less 34 Co) .
3d Co, 1lth Shipping Engr Regt



lst and 2d Cos, 5lst Trans Bn

26th Ponton Co

224 Water Trans Sv Co (Prov)

One plat, 1O0th River Crossing Material Co .
Sea Trans Co ‘

Div Sig Unit (less 1 Wireless Squad)
Amorer Unit (less 1 Squad
Vater Sup Unit (less elms
lst, 2d and 4th Fld Hosps
Vet Hosp :
One Plat, 1Olst Carp Co
3d Co and 1 LG Plat, 213th Inf Regt

On 18 January the British<Indian 7th Division took th:e initde-
ative and launched an attack on the mein 55th Division position be-
tween Letwedet and Htindaw. The 9th Company, 143d Infantry Regiment,
defending the hill inmedistely east of Htindaw, stood fim egainst
repeated attacks for several days, holding the hill until 24 January.
| During the last week in January the British-Indian 5th Division made
severe, but unsucecessful, attacks on the lst Battalion of the lu3d
Infant:y Reglment in the vielnity of Razabll, west of the kayu Range.
In view of thls lnoreased shemy activity, the Division cormander de=
termined to advance the star‘oﬁ.ng date of the Ha«Go Operation.

L]

Since the 28th Army had elrveady approved the initiating of the
Ha=0o Operatlon as sarly as 4 February, on 1 February, Lt. Gen. Hamya.

15



CG, 55th Division, issued orders assigning missions to the Task
Force Units and directing the start of the Qpém%iéryzf on 4 ‘Febx.ﬁazy.

In brief, the Division order directed the fi‘allaiviiag actions by
the Task Force Units: | )

1. Sakurai Unit will pierce the enemy
line on the east bank of the Kalapanzin River,
penetrate into Taung Bazar and destroy the ene-
my in that area. It will then attack, from the
rear, the enemy vest of the Kalapanzin River
and completely destroy all enemy units in the
area north of Buthidaung. A detachment will
be sent to the area south of Ngangyaung, west:
of the Mayu Range, t0 make preparations for an
offensive in that locality. Another detachmerd
will be detailed to guard against a possible
enemy advance from the direction of Goppe Bazar.
The unit assigned to hold the present line will,
under the direction-of Division hsadguarters,
employ deceptive tactics to divert the enemy's

“attention from the flanking movement.

2. Dol Unit will remain approximately in
its present positions and stand firmly against
the enemy. As the Sakurai Unit debouches to
the right bank of the Kalapanzin River, the Doi
Unit will seize every opportunity to take the
offensive and destroy the enemy to its immedi-
ate front in order to cooperate with the Sakurai
Unit. On the night of 3 February the Doi Unit ;
will dispatch parties to raid enemy headguarters
and generally throw the enemy rear into confus-
ion. The unit will also close the Ngakyedauk
Pass and carry out other appropriate diversion-
ary tactics. During the fighting to the east
of the Mayu Range the Doi Unit will facilitate
the main offensive by containing the enemy to .
its front as well as keeping the enemy occupied
in the area west of the Mayu Range.

3. Kawashima Unit will protect the right
flank of the Division by checking the advance.
of the enemy in the Kaladan Va,lley.’
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4, Yoshida Unit will continue to detend
the west coast from the mouth or the Naf. Biver
to Foul Point. » ST

5, Koba Unit wﬂl dofend Alqab and the
Boronga Islands.

6. Artillery Group will direct]y support
the Dol Unit. It will furnish a group specifi-
cally organized and trained to utilize enemy
weapons to accompany the Sakurai Unit.

7. Division Signal Unit will establish a
signal center at Seinnyinbya on 3 February and
will maintain communications between the Divi-
sion command post and the headquarters of all
Task Force Units, Radio silence will be main-

tained until 0400 on 4 Febmary. _

8. Division Reserve will remain in its
present location, southwest of Buthidaung.
Separate orders will be issued for subsequent
moves.

The Northern Arakan Operation - First Phase

Maj. Gen. Sakurai divided his uwnits, with a total of approxi-
mately 4,300 men, into two echelon.é. The 1lst Echelon consisted of.
the 112th Infantry Regiment; the 2d Battalion, 143d Infantry and
the 55th Engineer Regiment under the command of Col. Tanabashi.

The 24 Echelon, directly under the command of General Sskural was
formed from the balance of the Sakurai Unit (Map No. 3a and b).

The 2d Battalion of the 143d Infantry Regiment, écting as the
advance guard, departed Hill 12, at 0100 on 4 February employing
some disloyal British-Indian troops as guides. In order to shorten
coiumn length, each battalion of the main body advanced with a six-
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teen man column front. Proceeding northward thmégh the parrow vale
ley between Pyinshe Kala and Pyinshe é.nd diamgaéding spdra.dic eneé
my f£ire, the Unit succeeded in breaking through gaps' in the exﬁ;emy
lines. Although the main force of the lst Echelon was delayed by
some confusion, the advance guard ‘aurprisevd vrthe Tauhg Bazar} garrli-
son at 0700, Without delay, the Battalion crossed thé Kalapanzin
River south of Taung Bazar, using captured boats, and was followed
closely by the 2d Echelon and the 3d Battalion of the 112th Infan-
try Regiment. The main body of the 1st Echalon crossed the river
northwest of Tauné Bazar on the morning of the 5th. B

Southward Drive of the Sakuréi- Unit _
With all units across the river, General Sakural issued orders
for their further advance. The lst Battalion, 213th Infantry would
advance toward Ngangyaung to cut the Bawll Bang-lﬂaungdaw Road and
deny its use ’to the enemy as long as possible. Col. Tanabashi, com=
manding the lst Echelon, was directed to send the lst Battallon,
112th Infantry through Preingyaung to seize and hold the Ngakyedauk
Pass and with the rest of the 112th Infantry Regiment to advance on
Hi1l 315, northwest of Sinzweya. The 2d Battalim s 1h3d Infantry,
on the left of the 112th Infantry Regiment, would move south toward
Awlanbyin. General Sakural with his headquarters and the 55th En-
gineer Regiment proposed to follow the 2d Battalion of ‘the 1434 to-

ward Awlanbyin.
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On the morning of the éth, the 112th Regiment reached the sec-
tor north of Sinzweya and overran the ‘ma&quartars of the British-
Indian 7th Division while ths 1lst Battelian‘ cut the Ngalqédauk Pa_sa._z
In position to envelop the enemy in Sinzweya, Col. Tanabashi disre-
garded the vital necessi’éy for speed and delayed for 24 hours, giv-
ing the British time to establish a perimeter defense in the Sinzweya
Basin. The Brit:.sh-Indian force of about 3,000 men, equipped with
many tanks, artillery pieces and several hundred mot.or vehiclas, re-
sisted desperately and was succaasful m repulsing the Japanese at~
tack. Their success in withstanding the Japanese attack bolstered
the morale of the British t.roops and had the effect of shaking that
of the 112th Infantry. o

Meanwhile, on the 4th, the 2d Battalﬁ.on of the 143d Infantry
encountered the enemy near Ingya\mg andiw,aa’i‘nvolved in Aanv engage~-
ment southwest of the villaée for the :_rollquing ﬁwo days. Failing' :
to make contact with General Sakurai, the Battalion continued its
advance eouthward, bypassing Awlanbyin. Maj. Gen. Sakurai and his
headquarters was also involved in fighting off enemy counterattacks
near Ingyaung on the 5th and .61'.’}1 and due to failure of his communi= .
cations, was unable to keep in touech with his units. This loss of
communications contact for a ﬁeriod ofyfos.;ir days at the start of ths

2. There is reason to believe that one platoon of the Sth
Company of the 1l43d Infantry Regiment had already reached NgMdauk
Pass having moved north from Hbindaw on h February.



operation had an adverse affect on the enﬁi'xfe operation and 'paEBZ-?‘A ‘
cularly in connection with the engaganenh at Simzwéya; ' f
By the night of the 6th, the 1st Battalion of the 213%11 Infantry ‘
Regiment had succeeded in crossing the Mayu Range and establishing a
base south of Ngangyaung from which it could hai'ass and :i.nter'fere. |

with traffic on the Bawli Bazar-Maungdaw Road.

The Doi Unit Northward Movement

On 5 February, the commander of the 55th Division, seeing that
the initial advance of the Sakural Unit was develsping favorably,
ordered the Doi Unit, to take the offensive to the north with all
possible strength in order to cempress the enemy 7th Division. The
3d Battalion of the 143d Infanéry Regiment was exﬁé:‘éd to attack
from Létwedet toward Hill 129, the following morning, " The Battélieé_
took the hill on the 7th and was joined on the 8th by the 24 Batta=
lion, which had advanced from the north. Believing that the main E '
battle was over, the two battalions rema:_ned in that locaﬁien, con

pletely out of the operation,

Division Reserve Committed

On the 6th of February, the Division commander received informa-
tion from the Sakurai Unit Headquarters that it wasinvoimd,in fightwi
ing near Ingyaung and lacked infantry pmtée‘tion, The_ibivisian' com~
mander thereupon resolved to cormit his éhly reserve ﬁnit, t.he 2d

Battalion of the li4th Infantry Regiment, and ordered it to move



north to reinforce General Sakurai and the SSth ..ng:.neer Reglment
near frlanbyin. The Battalion, however, found its route blocked by
strong units of the British-Indian 7th Division and",;althwgh unable ‘

to break through to reinforce the Sakurai ‘Headquarbers,‘,-’?é.s successful : :

in seizing and holding an enemy position nprthes.t of Sinohbyin 'eh-
the night of the 7th. |

On the 8th, the Sakurai Unit Headquarters managed to extricate
itself from its difficultiés in the vieinity of Ingyaung and advanced
to the north bank of the Ngakygd-auk Riﬁ'er; ' Leammg of" 'b.he situa=-
tion developing at Sinzweya, General Sakurai determined to personal- -
ly direct Col. Tanabashi's operation. Ordériﬁg the 55th Engineer |
Regiment to cross the river and occupy Hil) 147 to protect. the left
flank, General Sakurai, with his heaéquarters , moved northwest with
the intention of bypassing the enemy 89th Brigade and appmaching

Sinzweya from the north.

Attacks on Sinzweya , ~
In the Sinzweya area, the 1l2th Regiment made a second night at-

tack on the 9th and was successful in. breaking_ through the southwest
corner of the enemy's perimeter defense in‘bhe Sinzweya Basin. Al- |
_though the Regiment was successful in firing an amunition dump and
doing great damage, the enemy's employment of tanks forced it to
draw back without further exploiting the breakbhrough.

On the morning of t.he 10th, Maj. Gen. Sakurai met Col. Tanabashi'

on Hill 315, northeast of Sinzweya, and encouraged him to press the
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enemy more aggressively. The sewnd raLlura Qf the 3..1.2th achi;‘ev'e'f |
a signal success appeared, however, to have 80’ ﬁepressed morale that
the Reg:.ment was reluctant to repeat its_ aﬁtack. In erder to save
the situation General Sakurai requested the 55th Division o send

the 2d and 3d Battalions of the 143d Infantry Ragment which were
still in the vicinity of Hill 129 and out of his _'control,. The ad- N
dition of these two units géve M;';tj.‘ Gen. Sélmrai ,fi'xfe battlions un~-
der his immediate command but the chan’c’é to ééhiéﬁre a signal mccess" :
had gone. In the past, the Japanese had won vietories merely by
surrounding the enemy but now the enemy had adopted a new tactic of
establishing a strong perimeter defense v.rl*ﬁ.ch,whén supported by air

supply, enabled them to withstand Japanese encircling tacties.

The Offensive Halted

The Sakurai Unit fought aggressively with all available strength
- for a period of about ten days, reach:.ng a. cli.may on the lith an& lSth "
of February, but all efforts failed and casualtn.es began *ocs mount,
Lack of supplies, particularly :Cocd, handmapped Japanese Qperat.ians
after the 15th s.h:.le the enemy, receiving Supplles by a:.r, had ade~

quate food and ammunition.

As the offensive of the Sakurai Unit reaehed its climax on the

14th of February, the troops of the Unit were disposed as follows: |



Hill 315 Area:  Ha. 55th Inf op 4
24 Bn, 111-36. Ini' Regt - (laess hth
and 6éth Cos) ]
Hill 1033 Area: Hq, 112th Inf Regt
 West of Sinzweya lst and 3d Bns, 112th Inf Regt
and at Lth Co, 143d Inf Regt
Ngakyedauk Pass: One Plat, 5th Co, 143d Inf Regh
3d Bn, 55‘12!’1 1t Az'by .
South of Sinzweya: 24 Bn, 112th Inf Regt
Fast of Sinzweya: 3d Bn, 143d Inf Regt
Hill 147 Area: 55th Tngr Regt (less elms)
South of 1st Bn, 213th Inf Regt (lesa ls‘b
Ngangyaung: and 3d Cos) :
6th Co, 143d Inf Regt

N. B. The 2d Battalion, l44th Infantry Regiment, narthwwt. of
Sinohbyin was not under control of Gmeral Sakmi. '

Tactical Blunders ,
The Japanese forces were guilty of a great taetical error dur-

ing this period, in that they assumed that the main enemy force. wes
contained when the British~Indian 7th Division was bé»ttled up at
Sinzweya, and failed to take into considgrafion that the eneny 9th,
33d and 1l4th Brigades were in position just north of the original
Japanese main defensive line, This lack of knowledge or consider-
ation was msponsible for the Sakurai Unit putting on ‘such’:a brave
front and taking such aggressive action at Sinzweya. Forbunatbly
for the Japanese forces the British Were even more inept tactically .
and the three brigades took no action while the battle at Sinzweya
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was progressing. This surprising lack of initiative en the part of
the British brigades permitted the Sakural Unit to not enly conduct
an offensive but also to withdraw to its original positions,

Fnemy Reinforcements
Meanwhile, during the middle of February, it was learned that

the British-Indian 26th Division was moving down from the north.
General Sakurai summoned the 55th Engineer Regiment, which reached
Hill 202 on the 18th, and made it responsible for covering the rear.
At this point the besleger found himself besisged and &8s enemy prese
sure from the north built up in the vicinity of Hills 315 and 202,
the Sakural Unit found itself threatened from all sides. However,
t.her 55th Engineers and the Sakural Unit Headquarteré »withstt)od o=
peated attacks by the enemy 26th Division, |

Withdrawal from Sinzweya ,
The last attack on Sinzweya, made on the 224, ended in i‘ailnx'a.‘

On the following night, acting on hls omn responsibility, Colonel
Tanabashi withdrew his main force to Kreingysung, leaving the 8th
Company of the 112th Infantry at Ngakyedauk Pass and the 2d Batta-
lion of the 112th on a small hill south of Sinzweya. Upon receiv-

| ing a report of Tanabashi's withdrawal, Maj. Gen.k Sakural was ex-
tremely angry but subsequently realized that the move was undoubted- ‘
1y inevitable, being forced by lack of food and supplies. At the
suggestion‘ of Gen. Sakural, the Division commander determined to
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suspend the offensive and ordered the Sakurai!}nit to withdraﬂ to
'the line of the Buthidaung-Maungdaw Road. Movingunits iﬁt@ ‘the
line to cover the withdrawal, the movement south began on the night
of 24 February and "‘vas completed by 1 March, - The 1st Bat‘halie_h of
the 213th Infantry, which had been holding,‘positians; in the ’vicini—
ty of the road between I‘Jgangyaungvandvl&:launghhama-since 6 February, -
left its positions on the night of the 25th and, after breaking

through the enemy lines, returned safely on 3 March. =

The Northern Arakan Operation ~ Second FPhase

Although the 55th Division had failed to achieve its obj.ecti'ée

of completely destroying the British-Indian 7th Divisién during 'l’hev A
first phase of the Northern Arakan Operation, the Division commander:
still planned to carryvout the second phase, the offensive against
the British-Indian 5th Division in the area west of the Mayu Range.
However, in view of the failure to achieve complete success in the |
first phase, the commander of the 28th Army advised the Division
that it would not be necessary to adhere to the orig_ina_l pian. Ac-
cordingly General Hanaya, CG of the 55th Division, abandoned his
former plan in' favor of establishing a sﬁrong defense. In order to |
gain time for regrouping, raiding operations were conducted which
~were calculated to baffle and confuse the enemy at the start.Aof

their anticipated offensive (Map No. 4).
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On the night of 4 March, the Ist Bat.tamen or the uzua Infan- |
try Regiment made a surprise ratd, moping i.n a vd.do arc tm Hﬂ.l_
1301 the Battalion made a dawn attack on Zega.nbyin, deep 1.n eneny
territory and behind the lines of the Britiah—]:ndi.an 5th Diviai.en.
On the 5th the lst Battalion o.t the JABd Infantry hunched a sinﬂ.-
lar attack, penetrating as far as Nawmndaung, a.lao well in ifph,e '
British rear. The ralds were eueeessful :I.n creati.ng aoma cenmsim
in the enemy rear and both units withdrew without suffering exces-

sive losses.

Defense Dispositions
In the meantime the 55th Division had rearranged its defeneoa

and by 5 March the following troop dispoaitions ha.d been mde:

Right Defense Unit (North of Buthidaung and east ot the
Kelapanzin River) ‘ =

Commander: Col. Tanabashi :

Hq, 112th Inf Regt
2d Bn, 112th Inf Rag‘b
9th Co, 112th Inf Regt
3d Co, 213th Inf Regt

. Elms, 55th Mt Arty Reg‘b o
Lith AT Bn (less two btrya)

Center Defense Unit (Buthidauns-uaungm Boad)
Commander: Maj. Gen. St P

143d Inf Regt (less ma.in ‘body of 24 Bn)
1st Bn, 213th Inf Regt (less lst and 3d cos; L
lst and 3d Bns, 122th Inf Bag‘b (1633 9t.h Co.
24 Bn, Uibth Inf Regt -
2dCo, 55th Engr Regt |

, 55th Mt Arty Regt
One btry, Lith AT Bn
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‘Left Defense Unit (West Coast south of Godusara)
© Commander: Col, Yoshida |
~Lith Inf Regt (Lless 2d Bn and 7&1 co) |

3d Co, 55th Recon Regt
- Elms, 55th Mt Arty Regt

r:!.t:!.ah Orrensive March 1944 , ,
De!ense dispositions were barely eomplet.ed when, on 6 Mamh,

the enemy launched an intensive attack toward Buthidaung. ‘l'hey eap- ’
tured Hill 121 on the 8th, and the village of Buthidaung on the 10th,
The enemy alsc became active in the area west of the Mayu Range and .
on or about the 13th, Razabil was captured. By mid-March, enemy
pressure had forced f.hev'55th Division to relinquish key po‘sitiona on
the north side of ‘the Buthidaung-Maungdaw Road. | |

The period from iO to 20 March was a criticai time for the Di-
vision: the battle had reached a climax; losses were high and there
were some positions in the Mayu Range that were bé.’mg defended by a
mere handful of survivors. The dogged resistance of the front line
units enabiled the Division to hold the majority of the main posi-v
tions, but the officers and men, who had been fighting almost con-
tinuously since 1942, were completely exhausted. '

Tre Britiah,?‘jtoo_,’_ were experiencing =heavy lass-es and shortly
after 15 March the 7th Division was replaced by the 26th Division.
Becoming aware of this shift on 20 ‘Mmh, the 55th mvision com~-
mander determined to take advantage of the Situaﬁibn and on the
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night of the 224 ordered a gemmal attack Although ths lst Batmt-
ion of the 112th Infantry drove thrcugh te Ngakyedauk, well ‘bo tho
British rear, and created some confusion by aggmaaive action from
the 234 to the 27th, the attack was nab part.icularly erractiva in 8o
far as over-all results were concerned. The enemy :l.mmediately thrust
| the British-Indian 36th Division !.nto the 1ine between the 26th and
5th Divisions.

Upon completion of regrouping, the enemy resumed heavy atbacks
with fresh troops and, in April, gradually penetratedthe Japanese
defensive positions. In the middle of the month, the .hil‘la mm of
Dongyaung and southwest of Buthidaung as well kas a pe:t of Hill 551,
a key point in the Mayu Renge, fell to the enemy. NIl 162, west of
Buthidaung, and the hill east of Sinohbyin we,re‘ 1solated, but still
in Japanese hands. v v | | |

In spite of the critical situation, the 55th Divisinn commander
maintained determined resistance, confident that the worse thinga |
were in Arakan, the better they were in Assam. He felt that the
diversion created by the Ha-GCo Operation was undoubtedly S.nsuring
the success of the U-Go (Imphal) Operation., St

. British Forces Shifted ST A

The 28th Amy commander came to the»"coﬁ‘,’l”m"waﬁ the con- s  :
ti.nue& stubborn deferise of the Bﬂthid&mg -Maungdaw Road by h e SSth
Division would result in uﬁjustifiable ‘bgses’_"r pmma, | he waa
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considering the future disposition of the hivisidn'in”the southern
coastal area. Accondizigly, on 17 April, 28th Amy issuved érd'ors'
directing the movement of the 55th Division to the "soét;h.. As it
wes desired that the movement be made at the discretion of General
Hanaya, OG of the Division, the dste of the move was not specified.

55th Division Offensive Renewed

Before the 55th Division's move could be made, there was a
shifting of enemy forces, apparently as a result of efforts to rein-?
force the Imphal front. In the middle of April the British mecha=-
nized forces and the 5tk and 36th Divisions were successively moved
from the Arekan area and the British-Indian 25th Division moved in
to replace them.

This change of forces and reduction in enemy strength relieved
the severe pressure on the 55th Division and, instead of withdrewing
to the south, General Hanaya determined to destroy the enemy forces
in the Buthidaung area prior to the start o!. the monsoon season.
Early in May, he concentrated five battalions with about 2,500 men
and five batteries with 10 artillery pieces = the maximum striking
force that could be assembled at that time. At dawn, on 5 May, &
coordinated offensive was launched under the command of Maj. Gen.
Sakursi. The Kubo Unit (lst Battalion of the 2L3th Infantry), the
Furuya UnitB(Headquarters and 2d Battalion of the 112th Infantz'y)-

3. Col. Tanabashi had been replaced as commander of the 112th
Infantry Regiment by Col. Furuya in early March.
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and the Karooka Undt (3d Bma:.m ot the u.:ad Infantry) admeed to |
H11 101 £rom three divections. The Dot tms.t (Headqurbeu, U3 e
fantry Reginent with the lst and 34 Battalions of the 112th Infantry .
Regiment) advanced toward Letwedet 'bn eut off ths enemy's route of
retreat from Buthidaung. The Nakao Unit (Headquarbers 3 lhth AT Bat-
talion and two infantry compam.es) seized HilY 121 bo protect the
right flank of the attacking rorce. The offensive was sucmasful
in clearing the sector east of the Sinohbyin-hetuedet line in a day.
Fighting in the Mayu Range, however, continuecl until mid»May with
some gains being re.gistere_@ by__ ,the Japar;ese-forces = although they
were unable to retake the tunnel. on the Buthidaﬁng-uaungdaw Road.

In late May the monsoon season set 1n and ﬁ.ghting ceased.
The enemy withdrew its main body to the area mrth ot Ngakyedauk
‘Pass and the 55th Division gradnelly pulled its front lines back
to the south to walt out the monsoon season (Map No. 5)

Kaladan rati.on |
It was important that the Japanese continue to hold the mm

Riverv Basin as it provided a rear comunications lﬂ.ne ror thev 55th

Division. In addition, the Myohaung Pla:ln, scuth o.t &wmktar, wu :

an mportant rice producing area whi.ch could eaei.ly prcvide f.or the

needs of five divisions. ‘ B 2 Se i
Because there were few bridg‘eai:,_gfen' on the m'aor roads, the

most practical means of 'travéiﬁwa}s; by -vrater”; Even in #h,e_ dryseam, ,713]
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anall landing barges could go as rar up the Kaladau River as Do.letm
and large landing barges as far as Paletua. ‘ The I.em River ms nav-v‘
igable by large landing barges as far as tho area eaat ot nyohaung |
and during high water almost all the creeks in the ﬂ.athuls aouth
of Thayettabin could accoxmdate large landing bazxos.

British Attack on Kaladan Valley (Map No. 6)
| In mid-January 194, the 55th 'Division"com.ﬁer had ordered the

55th Reeonnaisaance Regliment, " u.nder 001.. Kawashima, to the Eahdm
Valley to take over the missions of the lst Battalion of the 213& In-
fantry Regiment which was to come under the commend of Haj. Gen.
Sakurai for the Northern Arakan Operation, The Reconna.issmce Regl- |
ment (less the 3d COmpany) was to check any enemy coming dom from L
the north along the Kaladan Valley a.nd to pmtect the rear cf tho
Division. | o |
The 1eading brigade of the West African 818':. Divid.on left B
Daletme on 18 January and, heading aouth, made contact with the - 55th ‘
Reconnaissance Regiment about the 2ith. The Reeonnaissmce- Re@ment‘,v
badly outnumbered, conducted withdrawal operations pitt.ing its ana.ll :
force in a rear guard action aga:lnst. the two brigades or the enenv'. :
The outcame of such an uneven struggle could not. long b.e del&ved and |
by mid-February the 8lst Division had occupled the mouth of the
Keladan defile without too much dm;icultj. For some reason, Col.
Kawashina had failed to report his situation to the 55th Divislon
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and on 18 February, General Hanaya was mzed whon he raeei*nd a : ’
report that Kyauktaw, key point of the Kaladan front, bad bean taken _‘
by the enemy. At that time there were no Jap_ajn_eaa_- tmps on the eaet
side of the Kaladan River, south of&vau.\cbaw emepta Capt. Honjo and
his small Military Administration Detachment in uyohaug Fortunate-
1y, about 1,000 replacement tmopé for .the:'- Mlvbh Int’am'.ry Regiment |
pﬁssed through Myohaung at that time-.v Oa.pt. chjo, who had broughb

‘the report. of the fall of Kyauktaw to General Hanaya, took ‘command

~ of the replacements on his own responsibility and held the 1ine south
of Thayettabin to protect Myohsung. -

Reinforcements for the Kaladan Front
The emergency situation in the Kaladan sector developed as the .
Northern Arakan Operation was at its height and the 55th Divielon
was concentrating all possible étrengbh :ln’ the"vcffensi‘.ve.' | Although
General Hanaya was reluctant to lose even one man fmm the Mayu
front, because of the tremendous strategic :1mporbance of the Kalada.n
River Basin he decided to reinforce the 55th Recoxmai.ssanoe Regl.ment.
with such strength as he could spare. On 18 Febmazy, Maj, Matsuo,
. commanding officer of the 2d Battalion of the lABd mfantry, was re-
called from the hospital and,on the 2lst, arr:!.Ved in Myohaung with a
‘composite unit composed of the following-'} R ‘
(e composite company from 3d Ba, Likth Inf Regt
A detachment from the 2d Bn, 143d Inf Regt, con-

sisting of patients recently discharged from
the hospital. .
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“Three officers from Division Headqua.rbera et .
S:Lmultaneously, Maj. Gen, Sakurai was requested to sena as W g

‘men as possible from the 2d Battalion af the 1&3«1 Inta.n’ary to Kﬂadax.; - :

" General Sakurai complied by sending the Headquarters of the 2d Batta- :
lion, the 4th Company, one MG platoon anci one battaliqn gun sqt.ad.
n the 26th, this group joined Major Matsuo at Myohaung gm.ng'hi.m |
a total strength of approximately half a battalion. : |

© Meanvwhile, reports of the Kaladan situation had reached 28th Ar-
my which immediately sent arms, via air, to capt;. Honjo's compos}itefﬁ
unit. The army commander recognized the necessity of leaving the
55th Division free to conduct the Northem Arakan Operation and re=.
organized the Koba Detachment to move to the Kalada:; front and oper=:
ate under direct control of 28th Amy. On the 215t an order was is-
suet.i‘_.‘v’ass‘igning to the Koba Detachment the mission of ‘driﬁng the ene~

By és far to the north as possible and cccupying the Kaladan Valley.
The re.orga.nized Koba Detachment was composed of the fbllowing unitss

Koba_Detachment; | |

Commander: Col. Tomotoki Koba
o €0, 111th Inf Regt

Hq, mth Inf Regb aoaoo.oooonocnoo.oooQFm m&b
3d Bn, 111th Inf Regt (less 9th €0).....En route to
S Akyab from
the south.
24 Bn, ll}Bd Inf Regb (COmp031‘be)....nuﬁl route to

Myohaung
55th Recon Regt (less 3d Co)............West. bank of
Kaladan River
One Plat, 3d Hvy F1d Arty Regb.....ee.s.On the Mayu
(Qne 149-mm How) o front. '
anjo cO.InpOSite Unit. .........u..-.....North of -
: Myom\me
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In late February, an atbempt was made to transport the st
Battalion of the 29th Infantry Regiment, 24 Diviaien,' from l{agle
to Akyab by air. Enemy air superiority, however, prevented this
move to provide additional reinforcements to the Kalgdan front.. | |
Col. Koba proceeded to Myohaung on 22 February and began é.ssambi— '
ing his force. The two battalions from the llith and ith Regi=-
ments arrived in Myohaung by the 28th,

- Counterattacks the Koba Detachment ,

By 25 February the West African 8lst Division had completely
occupied Kyauktaw and on the 20th started an advance toward Apaulom
along the west bank of the Kaladan River., The 55th Reconnaissance
Regiment was pushed back to the Apaukwa-Kanzauk area and tle 8lst
Division threatened to isolate the entire 55th Division from south-
ern Burma. |

Col. Koba's plan of attack ca‘t.led for the use of the 55th Re-
connaissance Regiment on the west bank and f,he Honjo Unit on the
east bank of the Kaladan River. While these two forces checked the
enemy advance, the 3d Battalion of the 1llth Infantry and the 2d
Battalion of the 1/3d would move north, along the western foot of
mountains north of Teinnyo, to make a flanking attack on the enemy
on the east bank. Having completed that task the battalions would
move across the Kaladan River in the rear of the main force of the

8lst Division.
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On 1 March the 34 Battalion of the mm Ini'mﬁry d.mve tm“ough
to Lammadaw from Kagyo and captured Hﬁl 263,, wm@ the 24 Battalion
of the 143d Infantry Regiment seized the viemity d‘ ‘l‘hayet;ﬁabina :
By the 5th, the enemy force on ths leﬁ', ba.tkk had, ‘beeﬁ mte&e on

2 March the eneny kad captured Apaulwa but, shaken by the success
~of the Koba Detachment's flanking mavementg bagan t@ wi:bhdrw %
the north. |

British Withdrawal
Determined to cut off the retreat of the West African Slet Dl

. vision, Col. Xoba ordered the 3d Béttalion o rush to Bidon@@mmgwa .
and the 2d Battalion to Kaladan., The two units arrived at thelr re
spective destinations about the 10th, while the main force of the
enemy was still south of Sabaseik. The ‘3;d B&ttali@és turned south

to attack the enemy rear and, by the following day, mﬁﬁgg moved to
the area just north of Htabaw, Maj. Kobayaéhi the comanding officer
gathered his officers on a hill to issue orders for the future ag-
tions. The group was taken under £ire by the ermemy and ‘sustainéd
heavy casualties, including Maj. Kobayashi who wé,s kﬂlgd; Vhen
Col. Koba, at Kaladan, receivéd word of this seriocus blow to the
Battalion he was in somewhat of a quandary regarding his next move-
ments. At that time he had no knowledgé of the fact tlat the eneny
line of communicat.ions passed through Sabaselk and becatme the azsly
map available to him was a amall«-scale map (l~§00,000) it was
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difﬁcult to accurately pla.n operations. Based an the infomation
availsble to him, he decided that it. wonld be necessaxy ta reinforce
the 55th Reconnalssance Regiment which waa still checked as far south‘_'i,i,
. as Laungbangya. Ordering the 2d Battal:!.on to hold Kaladen, he mved
the balance of his force, including the Bd Be.t’oalion of the " 1th In- o
fantxy, down the Kaladan River by boat to K:'mthe. - There ?m was rein-
forced, on 15 March, by the 9th Gompany a.nd the Regimen’cal Gnn company

- (two guns) of the 1llth Infantry. -

Domination of the Kaladan Valley -

The enemy offered sbubborn resistance In the vicini‘by of Sabaseik
while the Reconnalssance Regimnt continued its extremely slow pmgress. '
At that time, however, Col. Sugimoto arrived to take over command of .
the Regiment from Col. Kawashima and under t.he aggressive leadership
of the new conmander, the 55th Reconna:.ssance Regiment took on new life. |

On the 19th, the Koba Detachment made a successful attack on
Sabaselk and again the enemy began a northern withdrawal. The Detach-
. ment pursued to Kaladan with the Recomnaissance Regiment moving ;onl‘aind .
and the balance of the Detachment traveung' by boat. In the meantime,
the 2d Battalion had been forced to relinqﬁiSh Kaladan. By 'the' end
- of ¥arch the Koba Detachment was concent rated astride the Kaladan Riv-
er just south of Kaladan which it succeeded :ln recaptur:mg in early |
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From this péint on, the ‘miemy made no mm@ v@ffemi% ‘%ahzféaﬁs,,
- apparently contented with fighting & step««hywﬁ%p delaying action,

making good use of advantageous terrm featam@@ @a zl A*pmg
Paletwa fell into the handa of the pursuing Ja.pm«wg@ ame’i an 2 Mw,
Daletme was captured by the Kocba Detachment.,

Rezrouplns of Forges

In the meantime, in considemﬁion of the favorable progress of
the Kaladan Operation and the importance of pmteﬂtiag Ak;mbg, the
28th Amy f.omnlated a plan for a mgmuping of forces. Am a parb
of that plan, the lst Battalion of the 29th Infantsy Reglment, which o
had been at Akyab since 9 March, was ordémd % Kaladan on 19 Apzfﬂ;
Later, after the Battalion had advanced up the PL E:Lwr Lo Sabweld
and crossed the Burma-India border on 24 Aprll, the 28th ‘Ax?m’ issuesd
an order reorganizing the Kaladan fromt. Col. Keba and bis @ﬁg:&mi
units (principally the Headquarters and 3d B&i‘.ﬁéﬁ‘ﬁhiﬂiﬁ of the 111th Yne |
fantry Regiment) were to return .to Akyab, while the ‘55'3;22 ?E*Ze@amisSanéé
Regiment, the 24 Battalion of the 143d Infantyy, end the ist Battale 2
ion of the 29th Infantry were to take over responsibility fm‘.tah@v
Keladan froat under the command of Col. Sugimoto. |

Because the Kaladan Operation started under very adverse cone
ditions and the Japanese forcés erxgaged were hurriedly assembled in -
the face of an emergency, it was felt that the Koba Debtachment had

achieved an outstanding success. Parbticularly lngenious had been



‘the employment by Col. Koba, of h:!.s cne pieoe of art.ﬂ.llery, a lh?»mn

howitzer. Moving the gun from one avea to anot.har on a large land-

:Lng barge s he had successfully employed 1t to exploit the weak points’; "
of tho camparatively ligh‘bly equipped enemy. _ In recognition of its
performance in the Kaladan Operation, the Amy comander presented a |

'citation to the Koba Detachment.

Iroop Dis sition - 1 ; ; o
About the middle of May the 24 Battalion of the lth Infantry
occupied Kaletwa, the 55th Reconaissance Regment_ secured the Buma-
India border near vLabawé. and the kt ‘Battalidhfor the 29th made a ‘
raid on Banzai Bazar, about ten miles norﬁheast of Bawli Bazar. The .
West African 8lst Division was driven é‘on}pletely,oﬁt of the sector
and the Kaladsn Operation was concluded. Toward the end of May, as
the monsoon season began, the Sugimoto Unit reverted to 55th biviéion :
control and troop dispositions were made to wait o_u{'."therrai_.qy season
(Map No. 5)

Line of Communications (isp No. 7)

Signal Communications L : o |
The main wire and radio communications networks available to the

28th Amy were as shown on Map No. 7. The establishment of comuni- g
cations networks was greatly expedited by usin‘gk‘t.hé eﬁdsting w‘.1..’&.0,'98 :
that pa'rélleled the main operational roads, “'I,’he cablés thaﬁ i?an un-. ;
derwater along the IrraWéddy River bked}vf’rom Pﬁome to*HenzadA had, g
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however, deteriorated badly and were of -little use.

Line méintenance centers were located at Letpadan, ,P:mxné,» anﬁ" |
Kywegu and there was a line between Rangoon and Henzada which had -
been installed by the Burma National Telecommunications Bureau.

Supply
Logistic emphasis for the Ha-Go Operation was placed on the sup-

plying of fuel and munitions to the 55th: Division, In order to meet
the requirements of the i.ntensive koperatién, the Army moved supply
terminals as far toward the front as practicable and made every ef-
fort to maintain transportation capacity. = |
The principal concentrations of Amy supply depots were near
Prome and Shwedaung. Depots for the 55th Divi sibn were located at
Kethala, depots for the 54th Division were located a.t' Taungup, while
those for the 2d Division were at Bﬁsséin. -
Although it was possible for_ the units on the northefn front
as well as those on Ramree and Chsduba Islands to procure' local. pro=
visions, few local sources existed in the area south of the Kaladan
River Basin and west of the Arakan Range. | |

Transportation
Transportation poséd a particularly difficult problem. There

was only one motor road crossing the Arakan Range and, north of

Taungup, the poor coastal roads combined with increasing enemy air
activity made movement of supplies by motor vehicle almost impossi-
ble. Enemy air activity was also responsible for making water
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transport so hazandous and diff:l.cul‘t. that it wa,s almoat ent.imly

limited to night movement ; Transportatian during the Ha«-Go Opara-» o

tion was provided as shown below: '
Area Served _ | '. | L gggﬁ

Between Padaung and Taungup  55th Independent Motor Transport Ba
4 : - 24 end 3d Cos, 2d Transport Regb -
Between Taungup and Kethala  1lith Shipping Group () |
o 1th Shipping Engr Reghb
- 3d Sea Transport Bn .
513t Independent Transport Ba T
236th Independent lotor Transport Go '
1st Co, 2d Transport Regt =
2d Co, ,54t,h Transport Haghb
‘ 3d Co, 5}51';1'1 Tra.nspoﬂ Regt i
Between Taungup and Akyab 36th Water Transport Service co
Iocal Transport at Prome 3d Co, S4th Transport Regt
’ Composite Mctor Transport G0 - ¢+

# Transportation between Rangoon and Prome was condueted
chiefly by rail.

Medical | ;

The medical situation ﬁas genérally fawrablé; The pérgenﬁage.
of malaria cases, by division, was as followss 24 mviﬁ.@n, 5 to 8 T
per cent; 5hth Division, 2 to 3 per cent; 55th Division, 20 per centv'A i
~ and forces directly assigned to the 28'bh Army, 7 o 15 par cent, A
There was little incidence of contagious disease.



CHAPTER 2
THE KAN OPERATION, NUMBER 1
‘Situstion in Mid—-l%&_f

By the beginning of the 1941», monsoon season it. became clear tha.t
the Imphal Operation had falled and, on 5 July, ‘the Burma Area Amy
issued orders for suspensz.on of the operation. The agtiqns in the
| Sslween River and the Hukawng Valley'secmrs,.were"elso‘:_géing badly
for the Japanese. With the exception of the northern Arakan front

where the 28th Armmy was still aééomplishing its mission, the situ-
ation in the entire Burma theater had become critical. Fuﬁhéfmdm;
intelligence estimates indicated that enemy forces, including a pow-‘
erful airborne unit, were prepared to launch largé-scale attacks af- -

ter the end of the monsoon season.

New 28th Armmy Mission

On 12 July, the Burma Area Amy, in an attempt to cope with the
current situation, issued an order assigning the 28th Amy a new mise
sion: | k

The 28th Amy will prepare for further de-
fensive operations with particular importance be-
ing attached to the Irrawaddy Delta and the stra-
tegic coastal areas south of Tamandu. Ramree and
Cheduba Islands will be held as long as possible.
The 2d Division and the bulk of the motor trans-
port units attached to the 28th Army will be
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t.ransferred 'E'o the ‘33d Amy' ’irrmediatwo"

At the time of the :i.ss\ﬂ.ng of the order, ‘hhe %th Amy, havi.bg

been advised of its contents in advance s was eonducting ta conference 3

of staff officers and d:wision commdem at Pmmgda m conﬁdar op— -
, 2
erational plans for the period rollmring tm l%h mnscon aeason.

On 13 July Lt. Gen. Kawabe, conmmder of the Buma Ama. Amy, a'btend-
ed the conference. Although the basic plan, as outlimd at t.he cot= |
manders’ confemnce, was not completed in detail until Oe’wber, ‘bhe_ :
i‘o]lowi.ng general concept was establis hed at the July meeting

In view of the fact that the extan,sive de-
fense area of the 28th Amy (LOO miles long and
150 miles wide) is too large to be completely
covered by only two divisions, strategic areas .
will be defended as follows (Map No. 8): :

(A) - Holding Areas: The ent:.re area west
of the Kaladan River Basin, including Akyab and
the coastal islands and the southern tip of the
Irrawaddy Delta will be designated as Holding
Areas. Action in these sectors will be prima-

" rily defensive, with every available means be=-
ing employed to check enemy advances. =

1. The 33d Army had been organized with the 18th and 56’(’-1'1 B:L-'
visions, in April 1944, to conduct operations on the Hukewng and
Salween fronts. Later reinforced by the 53d Divisian, the 336. Amy
was commanded by Lt. Gen. Masaki Honda. :

2. Headquarters of the 28th Army had been noved from Maudain.g
to Paungde during May. ‘ _

48



MAP NO. 8

- PMEIRTILA

:;M’\OHAUNG //
MT, YOMA A 4793
/ o

T

RAMREE
CHEDUBA 1S5
BAY
OF
BENGAL
AREA CLASSIFICATION
AND FORTIFICATION PLANS £
- 28th ARMY
 AREA_CLASSIFICATION = y
A HOLDING AREAS " = c 7 L ‘ () ;3-3_ RAaNgoon .’i"_\
B - -~- COUNTERATTACK AREAS , ¢ W ; 14 Twante (QF W \
€ -~~~ DECISIVE BATTLE AREAS =) \"“:AU‘?GMYA g < 4 :. bt
.f:C/B/Q‘ IS e N
FORTIFICATIONS E [/ 70 Aj :"- \~'b L
= , g R D=
o - s | TPV ERRY —
' m ——f--— OIVISION ! — (O :_.-"i,"&“'} ! ;'=_E
=A== AN/ =
) 25 50 75 Q— _— = = 5 g
MiLES A =z

{ .




(B) - C@mtemma@k Arsas‘* - T}w waatel
-gtrlp from liyebon south ©o Page Pagoda Point and the
Argkan Mountain zone will be considered as Coun=
teratback Areas. Forces assigned to these sec=
tors will conduct a semi-mobile defense and will
endeavor to destroy enemy land and amphibious ab~
tacks by mdependent and aggressive aetiom

(C) - Decisive Battle Ar@&" ‘ The Irrawaddy
River Basin, except the southern delta region, i
will be the final defensive line, Defense posi-
tions in depth, will be prepared in this area.
and in the final decisive battle the enemy will
be met and halted by the entire available :
strength of the 28'?;13 Awmy.

Task Force Organization and kissﬁons

To defend the 28th Army zone of responsibiln.‘by and to carry ou‘b“"
the missions outlined in the new defense concept, three task £Qmes "

were formed from the 54th and 55th Divisions:

Sakura Detachment - Commander: Maj. Gen. Sakuraé.

55th Inf Gp Haq

24 Bn, 112th Inf Regt

i1st Bn, 143d Inf Regt

3d Bn, lh4th Inf Reghb

24 Bn, 55th Mt Arty Regt

55th Recon Regh (less 3d Co) :
Lth Co, 143d Inf Regt (attacimd)

3d Co, 4th Shipping Engr Regt

Cne co, 55th Engr Regt .

One co, 55th Trans Regb

Missions:

1. To take over the defense sector
formerly assigned to the 55th Division and
screen the withdrawal of the Divisif:m ; ‘

2. To delay the advance of the enemy

in the area northwest of the Akyab—Myohaung“
line as long as possible.
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S4th Division - comandor:_ Lh. Gen, Kaltamura_'

Organic Units:

" Hq, 54th Div-

- 54th Inf Gp Hq-

111th Inf Regt

121st Inf Regt

154th Inf Regt (less 24 Bn) '
54th Fld Arty Regt (less lst. Bbry)

54th Recon Regt.

Attached Un:l,ts:

Missions:

54th Engr Regt

54th Tra.ns Regt

1th AT Bn (less lst Btry) '
2d Btry, 3d Hv Fld Arty Regb
One btry, 35th AA Bn

1st Co, 11lth Shipping Engr Regt
26th Ponton Co

38th Water Trans Sv Co

1. To check and crush the enemy in the
zone between the Mysbon-Mt. Yoma (R 4793)
line to the Dalet River.

2. In coordination with the Sakura De=
tachment, a strong element will be engaged in
conducting delaying actions in the area south
of the Akyab-Myohaung line and will cover the
withdrawal of the Detachment.

3. To hold Ramree and Cheduba Islands
as long as possible.

55th Division - Commander: It. Gen. Hanaya

Organic Units:

Hg. 55th Div : ‘

112th Inf Regt (less 2d BEn)

143d Inf Reg’c. (less 1st Bn .and 4th Co)
144th Inf Regt (less 3d Bn)

55th Mt Arty Regt (less 3d Bn)

3d Co, 55th Recon Regt .

55th Engr Regt (less one co)

55th Trans Regt (less one co)



 Attached Unitss 1st Btry, Mth AT Bn e
‘ 10th .River Crossing Material Oa
Ons plat, 1llth Shipp:ing Engr Regt
Qne co,- 5lst ‘l‘rans Bn _
Missions: '

1. Withdraw to 't.he Bassein area to replace
the 24 Division as soon as possible. :

2. Defend the Irrawaddy Delta and. tha stra«-
tegic area around Basein. ‘
Other instructions of a gensral nature included the organ:l.ziﬁg] '
and equipping of all rear area troops to combat airbome attacks and
to complete the work started in April 1944 to reconstruct the minbu— ' |

- An Road as a dry season motor road. The boundary between ‘t.he'}operg.. o

tional zones of the S4th and 55th Divisions was established as the
Prome~Taungup Road, with the road itself being in th_e ’52+th Division
zbne. Fortifications, in three echelons were to be constructed in

the Arakan Range on the Prome-Taungup and Minbu-An Recads.

Regrou | o

| On 17 July, the 2d Division began its movement northeast to
the Shan Plateau while the first echelon of the min body of the

55th Division started its southward»movement.v The Sakura Detach-

ment remained in the northwest to protect the féar of the 55th Di-

vision and screen its southward move For the’most. ',part, wmen and

draft animals moved by foot, water txﬁnépom being utilized for

the transportation of approximately 2,000 tons ;ﬁ:fvanmunitibna The e
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redisposition of the 55th Division in the Bassein areé. was aecoh-
‘plished by the end of September and, by the end of October, the
bulk of equipment and ammunition had also been moved (Map No. 9)

- In order to deceive the enemy, measures were taken to make it
appear that the D ivision had arrived at Bassein from Malaya to take
part in a new operation which was referred to as the “Chittagong
QOperation.™" ' -

\

Burma Area Amy Command thg
In September there was a tremendous shake—up in the Iwadqmm

of the Burma Area Anny and its subordinate units, which resulted in
many of the higher commandera being_ replaced: L‘b. Gen. Hyotaro
Kimura was newly designated as commander of the Area Amy with Lt,
Ben. Shinichi Tanaka, formerly commander of the 18th Division, as
chief of staff; Lt. Gen. Shihachi Katamura was shifted from commsnd
of the 54th Division to the command of the 15th Army and Lt. Gen.
Shigesaburo Miyazaki, who had commanded the 3lst In,fan’ory Group and
the Miyazaki Detachment, was appointed commanding general of the

54th Division.

Im@rial General Headquarters Dimctiie
On 19 Sepﬁember, Imperial General Headquarters issued Anny‘Di-

rective No. 2167, addressed to the Southern Amy:
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The chief aim in the Burma area will be to
bolster the north wing of the southern sphere by
ensuring the stability of the strategic areas in
southern Burma. At the same time, every effort .
will be made to sever communications between
China and India.

After careful consideration, the Southern Army issued inatrue-
tions to the Burma Area Army in accordance with the IGHQ Directive :

The Area Amy will hold that part of Burma
south of the Lashio-Mandalay line and east of
the Irrawaddy River.

Operational Instructions by the Bumma Area Amy

In accordance with the Southem Amy order, the Burma Area Ar-
my prepared operational instructions for the 194445 . dry season and
directed all subordinate armies to have their plans prepared by late
October. Buma Area Amy msbmctions aré_ outlined:

1. The 0peration along the Chima-India
route, the operation in the certral basin of
the Irrawaddy River and the operation on the
coastal areas of Burma will be referred to as
the Dan, Ban and Kan Operations, respectively.

2. Preparations will be made on the basie
assumption that the decisive battle will be ex-
pected along the Irrawaddy River between Manda-
lay and Pakokku or in the Irrawaddy Delta area.

. Meanwhile every effort will be made to cut off
communications between India and China for as
long a time as possible.

3. The 33d Ammy will be in charge of the
Dan Operetion and will conduct a strong defense
on the line of Lashio, Bawdwin and Monglong.
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4. The 1l5th Amy will be assigmzct iz%m Esm
Operation with a decisive battle to be ﬁ%"i}_"@@%ﬁ
in late January. Its defense zone will, in gen-
eral, extend from Mandalay along the “t*”w&waaﬂy .
River to Yenangyaung. During the decisive bat=
tle on the Irrawaddy River, the 28th and 33d fx~
mies will cooperate with the 15th Amy and lend
as much strength as possible, while conducting
holding operations in their own zZones.

5. ‘The 28th Amy will be respmnsmbm for
the Kan Operation. The Amy will make every
effort to check enesmy amphibious atbacks fxom
the Bay of Bengal, and subsequently will hold
on a line from Yenangyaung, along the Arskan
‘Mountain Range to Bassein and Rangoon. Em*mg
the period of the Kan Operation decisive batile,
the 15th and 33d Armies will conduct h@iﬁus& op-
‘erations on their fronts.

6. The Area Amy reserve will be empluy@éﬁ‘
in reinforeing whichever army is inwolved in a
decisive battle in the Ban or Kan fronts.

7. Countermeasures against enemy sirbomie
attacks will be made in order to destioy such
attacks at their inception. For this purposs a

systematic intelligence and communicabicons nete
work will be established as soon as possitle.

Plénn g for the Kan Operation
This order of the Bumma Area Army confirmed the m‘iwmm of the
28th Amy and added some new tasks. The Rangoon snd Minbu aveas
were transferred to its operational zone while i}hﬁ Repgoon Lf}r:afansé
Unit, composed of the Rangoon Antiaireraft Uni‘t and slements of some
logistic units, as well as the Katsu Force were plzced under 28th Ar-
my command. The Katsu Force was compdsed of @i‘ha i’m the 49th Di.«- |

vision:
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153d Inf Regt (less lst Bn) |

3d Bn, 49th Fld Arty Regt (less 9th B’ory)

2d Co, 49th Engr Regt

One medical company
By early October the 28th Amy plan for the prosecution of the Kan
Operation was in readiness, based on the original plan prepared in
July. The commander of the 28th Army held a conference of his sub=
ordinate unit commanders to Bxief them on the new plan and izhair _
missions. In late October, a general conference was h@iéf. in Raﬁgmab
under the auspices of the Area Amj. vThe orerational, plan of aéch
of the subordinate armies was thoroughly discussed ln order 40 in-
sure coordination of the over-all Burma operation. As -“a fesult of
these deliberations, the Yenangyaung aréaiwas added to the opera=-
tional zone of the 28th Army, which would be reinforced by the 72d

Mixed Brigade, soon to be activated.

28th Army Final Kan Operation Flan N
| The original plan of the 28th Amy for. operations in late A9LL
had required no radical changes to bring'it into agreement with the
Burma Area Amy's plan for the implementation of the Kan Operation.
Since the basic concept of the 28th Amy's plan was never changed,
the subcrdinafe units were able to make consisteht‘ pr.ef;afétions L

throughout the 1944 monsoon season.



Operational Policy :

The 25th Amy amplified its original operationsl plan by issu-
ing detailed instructions on policy a.nd ‘control as a guide ’w‘its. »
subordinate units: o

1. Major engagements are anticipated in
the Irrawaddy Delta area, the Yenangyaung area
and in the environs of Rangoo.n.

2, As explained in the orig.nal plan, the
Amy defense area is divided into Holding Areas,
Counteratback Areas and Decisive Battle Areas. -

3. To supplement la.ck of strength and e-
quipment , fortifications will be constructed
throughout each operational area, munitions will
be stockpiled at locations where engagements are
probable, and communications facilities, to ex-
pedite mobility, will be prepared and maintained. -
Anti-British natives will be encouraged to
strengthen civil defenses and, in the conduct of
combat operations, long range raiding tactics
will be employed.

4o Reinforcement of the 28th Amy by the ‘
24 and 49th Divisions is expected when a deci-
sive battle is joined.

Operations Control

 In addition to designating the type of defense to be employed
in each area, the Amy established within the frame work of the Kan
Operation three sub-operations and advised its subordinate uni'f,s of ‘
the action which the 28th Armmy would take as each of the subeoperaf<

tions was activated:



Kan_Operation, No, 1 will be activated in
the event a decisive operation on the southwvest-
~ern coast developes. It will be conducted as
follows: IR A o

1. The 55th Division will check the ene=
- my along the main defensive line from east of
Gwa to the area northeast of Bassein while the
Amy prepares for a counteroffensive.

2, The Amy will concentrate the follow-
ing forces within 20 days after the operation
begins: .

a. Six infantry and 'owo arbi]lery bat-
talions of the 54th Division to be assemhled at
Henzada. Foot and motor movement to be employ-
ed. : _

b. The 24 and 49th Divisions and, if"
required, one other division will be dispatch=
ed to the Henzada and Danubyu sectors by the
Area Amy. Movement to be by motor or rail.
Certain specific elements of the 49th Division
will assemble near Maubin. Movement to be. by
water. ,

¢c. The Katsu Force from the Yenang-
yaung area will move to the Henzada sector by
motor transport.

3, During this phase of the operation, -
holding actions will be conducted on the Yenang-

~ yaung front by the 72d Mixed Brigade and on the

Arakan front by one artillery and three :Lnfan-
try battalions of the 54th Division. .

%ration, No. .2 will be ac’oivated in

the event a decisive operation in the Yenang-
yaung area developes. It will be conducted as
follows: : ‘ -
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1, The 724 Mixed Brigade, with the Katsu
Force, will conduct delaying actions in the sec-
tor between the Tilin-Pakokku Road and the '
Irrawaddy River and will check and crush the ene~
my on the main defanse line between Seikpyu and
Mt. ;opa.

2. It is expected that two infantry end
one artillery battalions of the 54th Divisions
and two infantry battalions of the 55th Division
will be utilized to reinforce the units engaged
in this operation.

3. If the situation permits, the main force
of the 54th Division will be transferred to this
front.

4. The Amy will make every effort to force
the enemy to conduct a decisive battle on the
right bank of the Irrawaddy Biver where the bat-
tle can be coordinated with the 15th Amy.

Ken Operation, No., 3 will be activated for
the defense of Rangoon and will be conducted as
follecws:

1. The Rangoon Defense Unit will secure
the outskirts of Rangoon.

2. The Army will assemble the following
forces within 20 days of the start of the oper-
ation:

a. The main body of the 54th Division
(six infantry and two artillery battalions), two
infantry battalions of the 55th Division and the
Katsu Force will be concentrated in the Hmawbi- -
Taikkyi-Maubin sector. Foot, motor and Water
trangportation to be used. : . .

- b. The 2d and h9th Divisions will be
dispatched to the Hlegu~Pegu area by the Area
Armmy.

3. Duripg the decisive battle, holding ac-
tions will be conducted in the Yenangyaung area
by the 72d Mixed Brigade, on the Arakan front by



the balance of the Sith Division and on the
southwest coastal strip by ‘the ma:!.n body of :
the 55th Division. _

Loss of Air Support
Some changes in planning regardug tha amount or support o be
expected from the alr arm were required 1n December, as abfau‘b half
) the strength of the 5th Air Division wag transferrsd to the Plilip-
- pines. This move left only about l|0 planea available m supmr’%;
g’roimgi operations in all of Burma and limited- air mpp@r‘i; to B’%,:m-» g

tegic air reconnaissance,

%rétiona of the Sakura Deﬁachméaﬁ

Meanwhile, as the 55th Division began .'it.s movemen’c. south, in
the latter part of July, the Sakura netaczmm rWd ’ﬁz‘ position |
as a holding and screening unit. Initially the Detachmsnt covered
a broad front from Donbaik north to Alethangyaw, along the coast, ‘
and then east to Keladan. The 3d Battalion, likth Infentry Reglment
was deployed in the coastal sector; the lst Battalion, 143d Infantry
in the Mayu Rengs; the 2d Battalion, 112th Infentry éyStﬂdé the
Kalapanzin River; the So Partizan ,Teém vv‘(:abcut 100' men under Capte
Kanetoshi) in the Mowdok Mountain Range .a;iad'tha" Ssth Reconnalssance

~ Regiment in the Kaladan Valley (Map No. 10a and b).

Early in September there were an increasing number of indica-
tions that the enemy was preparing for an attack which was intended
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to outflank the troops in the area west of the Mayu Range. On 11 Sep-
tember, in an effort to forestall- the enemy att#ck, General Sa.kurai. :
launched an atiack with units from the Sakura Detachment., The lst
Battalion, 143d Infantry and the 3d Battalion, l44th Infantry, sup-
ported by six mountein guns made an effective surprise raid on an
enemy group of approximately brigade size at Godusara. -Later, on

6 October, the Detachment also carried out a surprise attack on
Goppe Bazar, when the 2d Battalion, 112th Infantry and the 3d Bat-
talion, L44th Infantry were successful in canfusing and delaying the

enemy's attack preparations.

British Offensive - November 1944 . ‘ | _

In mid-October, a powerful element of the West African €lst Di-
vision had moved into the Kaladan frent from ’the dim_ction;of Ngahane
Maj. Gen. Sakurai rushed to Paletwa to conduct operations but by the
end of October, the 55th Reconaissance Regiment had been gradually
‘pressed back to Paletwa and the area to the west. The regiment with-‘
stood repeated attacks until early November when itvwas ordered to - |
withdraw to the Kaladan-Bidonegyaungwa line where it was reinforced
by two companies from the Mayu front. ,

In mid-November the British launched a genéral 6ffensive with
the West African 82d Division driving along the Kalapanzin River and

{

the British-Indian 25th Division striking west of the Mayu Range.
Vastly outnumbered, the Sakura Detachment defended the Buthidaung



area up to early Decembe? with some 1,500‘_;1911 oppoaing two ful div:s.- 2

sions,

Reinforcement of the Kaladan Ares
- In consideration of the increasing enemy preasuro bcth iu tlm
Kaladan and Mayu areas, the 28th Amy ordered 'ohe Matsu Detachmnt
to assume responssibility for the Keladan £ront. Tho Detachmm%m o
composed of the Hq, 54th Infantry Gronp, the lllth Lnfantry ‘

(less the 2d Battalion), the 3d Battalion, l %m Infantrg and oo 21 o
Battalion, 54th Field Artillery Bagimen‘b with Maj. Gen. Kebg‘as_ com- 1[ 
santor. oo 5t aconnalosanco Toiasnt vas bemporsrily atbacod.
In late November, Kaladan waé evacua‘tqd‘b& t.he Ssth Rec‘:o_nnaijé-
sance Regiment while the Matsu Detachmen#‘ made a counterattack to‘ s
check the enemy at Tinma, the southem end of the Kaladan defile.
In mid-December, however, another enemy force attempted an. advanco
~ through the mountains to the east. The Matsu Detachment was forced
to tum east to meet this new threat. while the Ssth Reoonnai.ssance
Regiment fought a delaying action north of Kyaulctm. o A :

Withdrawal of the Saku_:;g Deba.chment. ‘ ‘ | :
While the Matsu Detachment fought. in the Kaladan area, the bad-fl_’;

ly outnumbered Sakura Detachment had been resisting doggedly, forc—-
ing the enemy to battle for every inch of advance. ~On 10 Dacanber,
the Detachment relinquished the Hill 162-Buthidaung area and 'book up 5
' posit:.ons on the south bank of the Saingdin River, but conbinued to
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hold the line west of Hparabyin, to the wes‘b. ,
In late December, Maj. Gen. T. Sakurai suggested to Lt. Gen.

S. Sakural that the Detachment was reaching the limit of its en~
durance. Considering that the ﬁiséion of the Sakura kDéytacykvlmeht

had virbually been accomplished, the Amy commander ordered its
" withdrawal to Prome. The w:.thdrawal rrom the area which the Ja-

. Dpanese had held for two and a half years was begt.m on 26 December. "
. On New Year's Eve, Maj. Gen. T, Sakurai and his men cmssed the o
Kaladan River and, by the L4th, were concent.rated south ci' Myohaung
being covered by the Matsu Detachment. The Sakura Detachment then
‘moved. to Prome where it was ewarded a citation by the 28th Army
comuander for hav:.ng successfully checked two enemy divisions from . |

Avgust through December,

Final Preparations for the Kan Operation

" While the Sakura and Matsu Detachments checked the enemy in the
north, other 28th Army units were able to make preparations for the

final decisive battles to determine the fate of south western Burma.

Fortification Construction

The 28th Army headquarters planned the fortifications to be used
in the expected main battles as well as those over which the Azmyfel;b
it expedient to exercise control. All other fortifications in the des-
ignated defense areas were the responsibility of the subordinate units.
In general, defense positions were to be of the field type, with key
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"\

installations to have medium cover capa.ble of withsbanding 200-kg
bombs or a concent.rated attack by 15-cm guns : Gonetmction work
v:ould be accomplished by the troops with the aid of 1oca]. labor.
The Amy encountered great difficulty in performing the necessary
construction work due to the monsoon season and because enenw air
interference in many areas meant that work on posit;.ons could on-
ly be done at night. .k | _
In spite of difficulties, however, the work progressed and,

‘during late 1944 and early 1945, the following fortifications were

" completed by the 28th Armmy: |

1. In the Arakan Mountain Range, along the Prome‘-'lhlingnp.

Raad.3 A '

2. In the Arakan Mountain Range, along the M:i.nbu-Wu
Road. | o | ’

3. In the area around Yenahgyauhg, including chauk. and’
Seikpyu. '

3. During the time the Arakan Range fortifications were being
planned, some 28th Army staff officers eriticized the plan; since
the positions lay behind the 54th Division, they felt that the con-
struction would have an adverse affect on 54th Division morale. The
Amy cormander, however, recognized the possibility that the 15th
- Army might fail to bring the Ban Operation to a successful conclu-
" sion and the consequent necessity of the 54th Division being re-

quired to withdrayr across the Arakan Range. ,
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L. In the vicinity of Allanmyo (considered as a sbmng
point for defense against enemy airborne units)

5e In the environs of Mt. Popa.

6. In the vicinity of Prome (for prétecﬂ.oh of line of .
communications installations). | e

7. In the envirous of Rengoon (for defense agalnst am-
phibious attack). |

8. Along the sduthﬁestern coastal area (for defense a-

gainst amphibious attack).

Communications

- Because of the necessity for closely coordinated operations,
special emphasis was placed on the establishmen‘b and maintenmce
of communications. It was, however, extremely dfficult to conm-
*‘pléte conmﬁnications nets in such a vast wzd-urxiévelope"d' territo-
Y. In addition, material was in short supply and alt.hough the
28th Amy had an element of the Area Amy Signal Unit attached, it
had no organic signal units and was required %o rely almost entire-
1y on existing lines for wire communications.

Road Construction

A large~scale program of road construction and ;merovement
was undertaken to meet t.iie requirements of the Army (Uap No. 8).
Particular emphasis was laid on the Rangoon-Prome-Yenangyaung
Road, the Prome-Taungup road, the Hénzada-Bass.ein Road and the
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Minbu—Tama.ndu Road as the main art.eries for the movement of 28th Ar-
my. The Minbu-Ta.mandu Road had beon started by the 20th Fiold Road
Construction Unit in June l9l4l; md was completed in Janua.ry 1945.
Other nevily constructed roads included the Paungdeu‘roungoo Road, be-
gun by the 67th Independent Engineer Battalion in September 1944 and
roughly completed in March 1945 and the Okshitpin-ﬂenzada Road which
had been started in Qctober 191.1; using native labor and was roughly
completed in January 1945. o ‘ SRR | _

At important cross:i.'ng péints of the 'In‘-aﬁadd& and other large
rivers in the region, ferrying facili.tiea'vfere pfaparéd and engineer
river crossing units were assigned to the points,

Ordnance Materiel

Because of the disruptibh of supply Mé from Japen, weapons
and amnumtion were in short supply and the Amy was hard put to e- ‘
quip its subordinate units from the supplies on hand. The need for
antitenk mines was particularly acute and 28th Amy mads frequent ro-
quests of higher headquarters for sv.pplies of 'c.hsse ‘defensefweapoxis;
Failing to receive any suppliea of ‘munitions from higher headquarbers,
the 28th Amy was forced to prepare antitank mines and other needed
explosives by removing the charges from aerial bombs. As a 1ast re-
sort, the Amy urgently requested an air shipment of detonating fuzes
but they were not forthcoming either and the supply of antitank mines

assembled by the Amy was completely inadequate.
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" Because of the greatly superior enemy strength an.d equipmsnt a.a
well as the nature of the Operational areas, it was foreseen thatmany‘"w“
aspects of the coming combat would differ radically £ rom z;;)mal _pro—,-"ff |
codures. Since existing tralning manuals did not provide the train-
ing information necessary to prepare 28th Army unité for future oper= ‘i
ations, the Ammy prepared the following special manuals to tit the
particular needs of the situation: I R

Manual for Antitank Action

Manual for Raiding Action

Manual for Combat Against Airborhe tmi’c,s

Manuél for Coast&l Defense ' |

Manual for Attack on Defense Perimeters

Manual for Air Defense S T -
Althobgh there was undoubtedly some dOgmaf.icn théory imladed‘ink the‘ :
new train:l.ng manuals, on the whole they were practical and geared t.o :
current conditions. The Army conducted many map and terrain exerc:isea '
: :t‘dr the officers of its subordinate units in efforts ’c.o effect thorough-
ly realistic training. The fact that the Amy forces were 80 widely
dispersed, however, militated against providing sufficiem; training |
and the results of the training program felif‘shnrﬂb of éxpectb.-tibns. ,
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Start of the Kan Operation
oith Division %rations Plah B | |
The operations _plaq of the 54th ﬁiviéion kcg.lle'd flo’r ‘h_olding as
long as possible north and west of the ‘Myebon#Mt. mea iin'e as well
as on the principal coastal islands. It would secure t.he Myebon—l&t./
Yoma=Dalet River triangle with its main force and ’che Taungup sector ’~
with a strong element. Any e_nemy force v{hich might land south of |
Myebon would be attacked by the neareét"availabl_e wnits. The areas _.
around An and Taungup would be secux_-ed}m»de’r all circumstances and
enemy advances toward the Arakan Mountain Range would be checked.
To defend the key points in the ‘Sl;th' Division's zone of. respon=-
sibility, a series of defense units were formed:
Matsu Detachment: Commander, Maj. Gerx;"Koba
Hq, 54th Inf Gp
111th Inf Regt (less 2d BEa)
3d Bn, 154th Inf Regt
2d Bn, 54th Fld Arty Regt (1ess 4th thy)
Cne co, 54th Engr Regt
liyebon Sector Upit: Commander, Lt. Col. Nakamura

54th Recon Regt (less 1s+,, 3d & 4th cos)
1st Co, l54th Inf Regh |
One plat, 54th F1d Arty Regt

Kangaw ‘Sector Unit: cqnmander, Lol Murayam
154th Inf Regt (less 3d )

1lst Bn, 54th Fld Arty Regt
ps! Btr'y » 3d Hv Fld Arty Regt



Tamandu Sector Unit: Commander, Lt. Col. Nakao

14th AT Gun Bn (less 2d and 3d Bbrys)
9th Co, 111th Inf Regh
9th Co, 12lst Inf Regt

_Il{yw'eguv Sector Unit: Ccmmandez", Col. ‘Tanaka

2d Bn, 111th Inf Regt (less one co) .
lith Btry, Sith Fld Arty Regt
Hq, 54th Div Med Unit

Taungup Sector Unit: Coammander, Col. Nag&éawa

121st Inf Regt (less 9th Co)
4Lth Co, 54th Recon Regt

' 3d Bn, 54th F1d Arty Regt

- 3d Co, 54th Engr Regt
3d Btry, lith AT Ba

Units Under Direct Division Command |
Hq, 54th Fld Arty Regt ‘
S4th Engr Regt (less elms)
lst & 34 Cos, 54th Recon Regt
54th Trans Regh
The Matsu Detachment s in caoperation‘ with thé Sekura Detachment,
would hold the enemy in the Kaladan River Basin with its main force
and, with an element, secure the Akyab sector; After covering the
anticipated withdrawal of the Sakura Detachment, it would withdraw
‘to and hold in the vicinity of Myohaung. Bfforts would be made to
limit the intensity of the fighting in the liyohaung area.
In holding the coastal islands, emphas:ls would be plaeed on
Ramree Island, with only guard units being deployed on the other 1&-— a
lends. River mouths that offered landing opportunities to enemy am- :

phibious forces would be blocked with engineer placed obstacles.
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‘The Mysbon, Kangaw and Tamandu smor Units wou.ld ma.ke prepan— .
ations tor t.he northern fmnt defense operation, 1neluding the o:.-v ’
ganization of the defenses .’m the Myabon-Mt. Yoma-Dalet River tri-
angle, The maln positd.on would be amund Kangaw with another st.rong

point around Myebon. Other defense positions would be built through-f_

out the entire area. The em:mr attack :Ln this a.rea would be check_ _;_.1;
ed at the main defensive zone and the attacking forces destroyed in _;;, ‘,’
a counterattack by the main Striking fo ree of t.he Division which

would be formed from the Matsu Detachment and units dram ~fmm~oﬂaerf;_nf
Sector Units. A minimum strength for the counterattack was estimt—
ed at five infantry and two artillery battalions. | it

The Taungup Sector Unit WOUld; check the» enemy gdvancé from pre- ‘ 
pared iabsitions‘ south of the Tanlwe River and north of the Thade ‘Rl.v-’-» v
er. Ramres Island would be secured as long as possible without vo-
‘sorting to a decisive battle. | e

The Kywegu Sector Unit, in the event of a large—scale ensnw | |
landing, would hold strong points along the coast until such t:.me as L
the Division could launch a counterattack with its main force. o

- In the event that it should‘ be necessaxy' to transi_'er the main ‘ :

body of the Division east of the Arakan Mcuntaiqjﬁangé, a unit with
two infantry battalions as a nucleus »ﬁ’ovuld renéin in the '.?amgﬁp sec~
tor and another unit comprised principally of one .‘mm’ry 'battaj.ion
would remain in the An sector to check the enemy and deigy_movanent |
against the Arakan Range defenses. | | i
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Abandonment of the Aky wng Area (Gan. Ref, Map I)

Immediately after the e@heluélm ;ex the 194 mensocon seamn; the
British XV Corps 1aunch®d an offensive alo,ng the maat of the Bay of
Bengal. The Sakura Detachmexr%;g which had been wtpaat@d o .check. the
enemy in the area west of the Kaladan mver»wen into January, was
forced to withdraw on 26 December and the 54th Division found itself
defending the west coast area of Durma somewhat sooner th&n expected, - |
The Sakura Detachment which was to comen‘bm‘te the environs of
Prome’ , conducted an ord,erly withdrawal which was completed by the end
of Janwary. Prior to its move south, the Detachment transferred the
bulk of its ammunition to the 54th Division and b ‘msm planned
to utilize the Sakura Detachment as a convoy f&m@ to transport riece
~ from the Myohaung Plain for stockpiling in the rear. Howeves, the
early withdrawal of the Detachment and the fact that only native boats
of limited capacity were available, made :3.{:. impossitle to complete the |
stoc}cpiling operation. v v

The 1st Battalion of the 111lth Infantry Hegimhi; rad been defend=
ing Akyab. On 31 December, as the rear guard of the Salcurs Detaclment
crossed the Kaladan River and moved easstmm the Battalion was order-
ed to withdraw after light fighting sgalnst British forces atbtecking
from the north. A landing at Akyab was made Ey the enemy on 3 J’&nu— _ :
ary, after the defending battalion had withdrawn to Ponnagyun.

The main body of the Matsu Detachment was fight,ing against the
West African 8lst Division in the sector north of Myohaung, covering
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the right flank of the Sakura. Detachment. 'rhe cowmander’or the Matau :
Detachment shifted the 3d Battals.on ot the lllth mfantry ea.et-. fm .
Tinma to cover the 1e£t flank of a composi.te battalion or the lllth
which was operating on the west bank of the I.emro B:her.h As t.he’ana

' ny advanced south, the Matsu Detac}nnen‘b sh:rtened ita .fxont and made : i';ffj_,_'

efforts to hold the Myohaung area, aided by the lst Battalion of the
g lllth Infantry, which had been withdrawn from Ponnagyun between 6 ' |
. and 12 Janvary. 'The rear of the Detachment was effectively prctee.t-

~ ed by a composit.e inrantry company, commanded by capt. Yokota, um.ch

held at Minbya for sbout 20 days against & vastly superior enemy
5

force which moved up from Akyab. .

Fight in the bon Sector (Map No. 11) | ’
Under both air and naval cover, t.he B'itish-Indian 25th Dj.vs.. Pl

. 8sion commenced land:i.ng operations on the seuthern tip of tho Myeban

Peninsula at 1000 hours, 12 January l9h5, using four large 'bra.ns..
~ ports and 40 landmg craft. The Myebon Sector Uni’c., under Lt. 001, o

4 'I'ne composite battalion was a temporary t.act.ical unit com=-
posed of troops drawn from other battalions of the lth Infantry
Regiment . ; , e

~ 5. Later, during the fighting in the Kangaw seetor, Oapt. §
Yokota commanded the lst Reconnaissence Company securing the rear
line of communications of the 54th Division against penetration by =
the enemy 8lst Division in the vicinity of Kew. For this, aswell ~
as his actions at ¥inbya, as commander of the composite infantry
~ company, Capt. Yokota was awarded a posthumous eitation by the cam~ .
mander of the 28th Army. ey
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Nakemura, was unable to hold against. this atmng force and waspresa—

ed back to the north of Myebon where the unﬁ-. securad. Hill 831 a.nd i
held the enemy in check for sbout ten days. s remforcements the -
Sith Division sent one company oi’ the 5L;th Heoonnaissance B.egiment
from An and one infentry company :trom the Kangaw Sector Unit. E _En
route, the two companies were cut—off by the enemy and £ailed to
 reach thelr destination. The Mye‘bon Sector Unit was forced ‘bo with-
|  draw across the Min River to Kani in late Ja.nua.ry, where 1'b ccver—
ed ‘the withdrawal of the Matsu Detachment. ’ |

Loss of Ramree Island (Gen. Ret. Map I) ,
Ramree Islend was garrisoned by the zd Battalion of the 1208t T
Infantry under the oomma,nd of Maj. Inomata. 2 IR
At 1005 hours on 2 January, fonawing a heavy naval bombard- ‘
‘ment by L crulsers, & destroyers » 15 gunboats a.nd 20 other 'sh.’s,psand
‘an alr bombardment by 30 consolidat.ed bombers, 9 Lockheeds and 3.5 v
earrier planes, the main body of the British-lndi&n 26th Divis:}.on, o
using a number of large transports and 55 landin.g vcraft,» cgmmenced} S
‘landing operations near Kyaukpyu on thé northern tip of the i’sland; 5
One 1nfantry company with 25 pound guns succeeded in sin!dng sever- i
al of the landing craft, but the Landing was i'orced and the enemy
- -advanced southward along the northern nack of the 3.sland. - During |
the next few days, landings were made at Yameyaung, Che,duba: Island
.a.nd the southern tip of Ramree Island on the 23,‘ 26 and 27 January’ e



respectively. Maj. Inomata concentrated his ‘}f}orce in'jthe central
part of the island, with his main strength in prepared positions
south of the Yanbauk River, where he was successful in checking the - |
enemy, The 26th Division then directed its main attack on Sane sod
moved against the defenders in the vicinity of Yanthitgyl on 7 Feb;-
ruary. Although 54th Division orders did not cdnt.emplate an all-
out stand on Ramree, Maj. Inamoto determined to hold his positions
to the last man. On 9 February, however, the 54th Division ’com-l
mander directed the garrison to withdraw 'ﬁo the mainland. Splitting

up into small parties the Battalion began evacuation oa the 18th,
using native boats. Although the 5th Air Division ,s'upported the |
evacuation with about six aircraft, the cémmand of the sea ﬁaa s0
completely in eremy hénds,. that the withdrawal went badly. By the;
mddle of March about 500 of the island's garrison had reached the
» mainland. Maj. Inomata presumably died in action. -

Action in ths Kangaw Sector (Map No. 11.) |

Concurrently with its attack on the ”Myebon Peninsula, the maln
body of the enemy 25th Division, accompanied bby tanks, 'bega.n a land-
ing operation at Kangaw on 23 Jahuary, with strong nmaval and air cov=-
er. With the support of th’e. 1st Battalion of the 54th Field Artil- .
lery, the lst and 24 Battalions of the 154th Infantry counterattack-
_ed the invasion force i;ut failed to halt the landing. The Division
commander immediately ordered the Matsu Detachment from Myohaung and
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the Myebon Sector Upit £ rom H1l 831 'bok. mofvé to the vieinity of
Kangaw to check the enemyt?s southward advahce. ‘Th‘e/ enemy aé@eed o
éteadily and captured the main position of the Kangaw Sector bunit-'
located on Hill 170. The 3& Battalion of the 154‘5}1 Infantry, 'érhich _
" had already been pulled out from the Matsu .Deﬁachmrg_t to reinforce
the Kangaw Sector Unit, waes en route froxﬁ Myohaung a.ud was the‘ﬁ.rst‘ ’
of the reinforcing units to arrive. On 10 February a night attack

- was launched by the 2d and 3d Battalions of the 154th Infantry and
Hill 170 was retaken. Short:l_.y after, however, the 2d Battalion wa.s‘
fbrced off the hill and once more it fell into the hands of the ene-
ny.

The West African 8lst Division, which had captured Myohaung, ad=-
vanced southward pursuing the Matsu Detachment. Attacking the Kanga;ar
gector from the north and, at the same time, penetrsting the eastern
mountain area it advanced to the flank and rear of the Kangar Sector.
Unit. Capt. Yokota, now commanding the lst Reconnaissance Company,
rushed his unit to Kaw to cover the exposed right flank and checked
the enemy advance in the rear of the Sector Unit. | ’ |

Defense of the Tamandu-An Sector (Map No. 12)

In late January, the 28th Army chief of staff arrived to direct
54th Division operations. In early February there were indications
that the British-Indian 26th Division, which had almost ¢omplet.ed

79



MAP NO, I2

THE TAMANDU- AN
SECTOR
FEB ~-APR 1945

™ oisposiTion END OF MAR
%= OFFENSIVE IN APR
HEIGHTS IN FEET
o 1 2 3 a4 ®

MILES

i‘é o
T

MAMNTE NG,

. 5
\& gmen |

80



the securing or Ramree Island, _muld make a. landing south of ‘I‘amandu
and the 54th Division was roroed ‘bo mmre s.ta ma:!.n ba.ttle poaitiona .
to the sector socuth of the Dalet Biver. 1‘ho Matsu Detachment was di=
rected to rush to Tamandu and, on 15 Febmary, the Kangaw Sector U-
nit was withdrawn to positions west and north or the Dalet River,

just north of Tamandu.

" New 54th Division Plan | b S
After studying the over-all situation in :__m',.mw; the 5&%&
Division comnander decided it would be possille to erish ihe snemy
land and sea attack on the Tamﬂndu-m‘m@wi% - f’i‘@_amomplish this
feat, the following plan was davéloﬁad: o | |

After making efforts to crush the enemy in
the area north and west of the Dalet River and
in the coastal area between Tamandu and Kywegu,
the Division will assemble all uncommitted units
in the vicinity of An. Using these units as a
Division striking force a counteroffensive will
be launched to wipe out the enemy west of An.
The Taungup sector will continue to be secured
by a strong force, Another force will secure
key points in the Arakan Range to check snemy
advances east of the Range.

Operational ngram:
1. First Phase:

The Tamandn sector will be firmly held = .
as the key position % separate the enemy ad-
vancing from the north and the enemy force which = =~
is expected to land south of Tamsndu. The strong= -
est defense effort will be concentrated on the o
northern front. The main body of the Kangaw See= =
tor Unit will conduct a delaying action in with-
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drawing to the sector north and west of the Dalet
River. There, designated as the Right Defense U~
nit, it will be responsible for the defense of the
northern front, Holding actions will be conduct-
cd in the coastal area south of Tamandu.

2. Second Phase:

In the event that the enemy penetrates
the front line and moves toward the east, the main
body of the Division will counterattack while hald=-
ing the vieinity of Kolan as a key positiocn. Fol-
lowing the counteratback, the Division will occupy
“key points west of An with an element and the
striking force will regroup in the vicinity of An.
At the first opportunity the Division will launch
a general offensive,

After the withdrawal of the Division to the
vicinity of An, elements will be deployed at key
points on the trails through the Arakan Mountains -

to prevent enemy penetrations.

Task Force Organization:

The Sector Units, except the Taungup Sector
Unit, will be dissolved and the follomng defense
um.ts will be formed:

Right Defense Unit

154th Inf Regt (less lst & 24 Bns)
5hth Recon Regt (less 34 & 4th Cos)

Center Defense Unit

111th Inf Regt (less 2d & 34 Bns)
14th AT Bn (less 2d and 3d Btrys)

Left Defense Unit

24 Bn, 111th Inf Regt
Hq, Med Unit, 54th Div



The 54th Artillery Rengenb (less tha lsk
and 3d Battalions) will furnish artillery sup-
port to the Center Defense Unit and the 3d Bat-
talion of the 11lth Infantry Regiment will be
held in reserve. The 54th Engineer Regiment .
and the 54th Transport Unit will be placed un-
der direct command of the Division. - :

Continued British Attacks

In late February, an element of the Bxﬁ.tiah-lndiaxx ?5‘2;11 Diﬁ.m

sion advanced scutimard aleng the coast south of Kangaw and the %sﬁ o

African 8lst and 82d Divisions also moved toward the squih frm the 4.
mountains east of Kangaw, The Right Defenss Unit met both ferces pe
north of the Dalet River but was unable to prevent their advanoe to e
the river. | |

To the south, on 16 February the main body of the enemy 25‘bh
Division landed in the vicinity of Dokekan. The Center Defense U

nit counterattack was ineffective ami, with the support of naval an:l .

air bombardmert, the enemy rapidly enlargéq]the beacnhéad_.. ‘Ihrilv- >
trating into the sector just w'esﬁ éi'. Hi1l 990 'vd.'"{;h‘a,péwemﬂ. column,
the 25th Division threatened to cut the'tJ"aﬁér@s_'e line of commnicaé -‘
tions on the Tamandu-An Road tcwérd the end v‘offFebniary;.‘ The bal- e
ance of the enemy force from Dokakan at_t;acke_d Tamndu from the scuth,
in cooperation with another enemy group which 'léndjeid‘ ﬁear ‘Te_amahdu o e
3 March, RO P ER
By the end of February, the villagp of Dalet had fallen into |
enemy hands, The 54th Infantry Group _Hea,dqt_:érf;ers, the 1st and .2d
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Battalions of the 154th Infantry Regiment and the 1st Battalion of
the 54th Field Artillery Regiment, which were ordered by 28th Amy -
to move east of the Arakan Range left Kblan on 26 February.

The Counteroffensive - »First Phase

As the first step in countering the British successes, the Di-
vision éommander decided to conduct a drive i:1 the area west of ‘fﬂll
3 990;‘ On 3 March, the Center Defense Unit was reinforced by the D:L-
vision reserve (3d Battalion, 111th Infantry) and ordered to attack
the enemy column that lad moved to the rear of the Temand: positions.
This force, commanded by Col. Yagi, succeeded in tuming back the |
enemy after a serles of engagements between 7 and 17 Ma.rch. There=~ .
after, the British-Indian 25th Division troops in that area assumed-
the defensive. | | -

Meanwhile, the Right Defense Unit had also made counterattacks
that were successful in checking the enemy's advance beyond the Dalet
‘River. In the central éect.or, along the Tamandu-Xolan Roé.d, superior
enemy strength forced a gradual but steady Japanese withdrawal and,
by the middle of March, the British forces had penetrated to the vi-
cinity of Kolan. |

The Counteroffensive - Second Phase ‘

The Right Defense Unit cont:l.nue_d‘to hold in the vicinity of the ‘
Dalet River and prevented the two British forces from joining. The
 54th Division commander, taking advantage of this split in the enemy



forcea s launched an attack againat Kelan oa 23 March. Althovgh the
attack, carried out by the Right Datense Unit rran the norbh andtbo '
111th Infantry Regiment (less the 2d Batta_licn) tm:;;, _the south,- was
moderately successful, the Division commander considered that the
time had come to prepare for the secbnd "phaé’e‘ of ﬁhé'Division plan.
While the 3d Battalion of the 111th Inrantry, in poui.tsions along a
north and south line based on Hill 990, acted as a genera}. outpost,
the Division completed regrouping in the ﬁcinit.y of An bv t«he end
of March. In the regroupi.ng, two attacking iemes were f@rmed:
Right Column: Commander, Col. Murayam |
154th Inf Regt (less lst & 2d an)
7th Co, 11ith Inf Regt ~
9th Co, 121st Inf Regt
54th Recon Regt (less 3d & Lth Cos)
One btry, 54th Fid Arty Pegt
One engr plat
Left Column: Commander, Col. Yagi. '

111th Inf Regt (less 3d Bn & Tth co)
One btry, 5ith Fld Arty Regt

On 7 April, as the bat'balion outpost a‘t Hill 990 was being ex- .
- tended to the utmost, the Sath Divis:.on shifted to the offend.ve. i
The counteroffensive was conceived as a two pronged a.tta.ck aga:!.nst e
the area between Lotmauk and 111 990, with the Right Column drive
ing between Letmauk and Hill 990 end the Left Column owinging south
of Hill 990. Under heavy pressure,. 'ohe enemy began to withdraw on - |
the night of the 8th and the Division commnder ordered the two eol-
. umns to pursue the eneny toward Tamandu. Tha 2d Battal:Lon of the '
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 111th succeeded in outflanking the eneny and ocoupied Shaukehon on
the 12th to cut off routes of retreat. The battalion, however, was
unable to bold control of the road until the main striking force. of
the Dn.vision could arrive. _ | . | | |
In spite of the favorable progress of the counteroffensive, ﬂw i
Skth Division was compelled to suspend the action on 15 April ovrl.ng
to the critical situation which had develo;aed east of the Arakan
Mountain Range. Orders from the 28th Amy directed the Divislon to
regroup east of An to prepare for further operations on the Irrawaddy

River.

Fighting in the Taungup Sector (Map No. 13)

Following its occupation of Ramree Island, the British-Indian
26th Division commenced landing operations at Mae on 12 Hérch. The
Yamane Composite Compahy, assigned to that area to cove’r‘ the with.—
| drawal of the Ramree Island garrison (24 Battalion, 121st Infantry),
immediately counterattacked but was driven off without stopping the
enemy's landing operations. ‘Therafter, the Composit_e Company con-
ducted a delaying action designed to slow ‘the enmiy'a southward ad-
vance. The enemy rorce » now numbering more than 1, 000, was equipped
with tanks and too strong for the Composite Company to lwld. The
Company was reinforced by the 4th Company (light a.rmqred cars) of
the 54th Reconnaissance Regiment dispatched’ from Sabyin on 13 March.
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On the l4th the 11th Company ot the 12131-. was aﬂ.so dispatched ﬂom

RILL 534, R

Another force of the 26th Div:.sion was conducting landing op-
:.erati.ons near Mae and it was £eared that. it too, would move against
Taungup. On 17 March, Lt. Col. Baba, comnander of the 12181'. Infan-
try, sent the 3d Battalion from Taungup to hit the enemy in the
Sabyin area and hold it along the Tanlwe Iﬁ.ver as long as possfj."big;. '
The Battalion met the 26th Division force souﬁh of Sabyin on the l9th
and, in a sharp engageman'_b » inflicted héavy lbsseS. | | | |

Because the dispatch of the 3d Battalion had greatly reduced
strength in the Taungup sector, the lst Battalion of the 12lst was
.moved from the Thade Rlver north to Taungup. .'l'he Zd Battalion and' . o
the Yamane Composite Campany were directed to move northeasb of .'
Taungup to hold the upper reaches o:t‘ the Tanlwe River. By the end
of March the Yamane Company oocup:i.ed posi tions around Yapale and the
24 Battalion was in the sector north of Mogyo. S
. In the meantime, the enemy 26th Division had est-ahlished beach- 3
heads near Kyetkaing and Kindaunggyi on the Tanlwe River and was, ap— S
parently. receiving air support, using airstn.ps behindzthei: lines, : |
By 27 March, the 3d Batbalion of the 12lst had withdrawn to positims |
already estatlished north of the Taungup River, where it successmn;”

6. Lt. Col. Baba replaced Col. Na,gasawa who was appointed com-
mander of the 55th Infantry Group in early harch. ' ‘



employed favorable terrain ’co check the enemy hrieﬂy. On the 29bh, : ,
however, the 26th Diviaion force, supported by tanks, arhillery and .
( aircra.ft captured Hill 815 , a key - defensive point overlooking the o
Taungup Plain, On the Blst the enemy also made a.n attack on Rokko L
Hill, south of hﬁ.gyaungdo, but was d:.'iven off. ~ v‘ |

. Starting about 3 hpril, the eneny directed its main efrort along
the Taungup Road. In a coordinat.ed a‘btack, employing tanks, arbil- ‘
lery and air to support the infantry, H:Ln 370 was taken on k Aprd.l.
A night counterattack, conducted by the Kurihama Ccmpany which had _
garrisoned Hill 370, failed to recaphure it. The Koaﬁ.nanﬂ. Campany, o
garrisoning Rokko H:.ll, also conducted repeated att-acks in an afforb, y
to regain Hill 370. The Kominami Company ms'eventn_ally ,s_ucceasful L
~ in achieving its objective, ’althou,gh at a tférﬁ.fiél #ost - almost e.ve-k-“‘v'
Ty man in the company, including the ¢ompany coxﬁmandef, was ed.’oher
Id1led or wounded, The 121st Regiment then abandoned Rokko Hill in
order to shorten its front. The enemy made repeated attempts to re-
capture Hill 370 but was beaten back with heavy losses and, abandon-
ing its attempts to recapture the H:Lll, shifteﬁ its main ,abtadd.ngb : |
force to the upper Tanlwe River sec’oor. | .

On 15 April the enemy force, appro:d.mately 2,000 strong, com-

| menced an attack along the Tanlwe River. Although the Yamane Com-
posite Company fought desperately, it was unable to hold the vastly L
stronger enemy force. The Company M.thdreﬁ from Yapale to Talkywa
on 16 April from which point it launched counterattacks for four
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days, but was finally forced back to Kagosska Pass on .'bhe 20th. At‘
the same time, the 3d Battalion of the 125 wiich had been holding =
on the north bank of the Taungup River was pz'essed back across the ‘
river. | ' ' “

On 21 April , the 2d Battalion of t.he 1218t was transferred to
the vicinity of Alla.nnvo and placed u.nder t.he direct command of 'ohe
28th Army. The Regimental commander replacedf the. 2d Battalion, in
the Nogyo area, with the lst Battalion. On the 2ith, enemy light |
armored cars appeared on the front north of Kagosaka Pass and on
the 25th an attack by about 2,000 Br:.t,:.sh t.roops s preceded by ar-
. tillexry and air bombardment, was successful -i.nvt'aking one corner o€
the Kagosaka Pass position. Repeated night counterattacks, homver, '
resulted in the position being retaken. | |

On 29 April, the 171t Infartry Regiment (less 2d Battalion)
with the 3d Battalion of the Skth Artillery Regiment was placed un=
_der the direct command of 28th Axmy and received orders to with&'aw

to Okpo.,
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