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Chapter I 

Introductory Considerations 

Grammarians list more than eight hundred Spanish 

"irregular" verbs . 1 A Spanish verb is traditionally 

considered to be irregular when the stem of the verb2 

does not remain constant throughout all tenses , and/or 

when its inflectional affixes vary from those of the 

corresponding paradigmatic model for verbs of the same 

class or conjugation . 

In this study I intend to analyze the component 

1see, for example , Peter E. Traub , The Spanish 
~. (New York , 1928 ), p . 1948 (First Edition 1900 ). 
Traub lists exactly 823 irregular verbs . Santiago Lazzati 
in Diccionario del ~ferbo 09.stellano (Buenos Aires , 1962 ), 
pp . 286-423 , listS a total of some eleven thousand verbs 
in Spanish . 

Orhe stem is what is left after the infinitive ending 
~~ ~· or =1! is removed . All Spanish Verbs are 
traditionally classified into thr ee conjugations , 
characterized by the vowel of the infinitive endi ng. Verbs 
whose infinitives end in ~ are termed first conjugation 
verbs ; those in ~' second conjugation verbs; and those in 
=!!• third conjugation verbs . This three-way division is 
historically acceptable . In Lati n there were four 
con j ugations which give rise to Spanish verbs as follows: 

Latin Spanish 

-
~ 

-
~ 

~. sometimes =!! 

1 



structure of the Spanish verb in general and to formulate 

rules based on phonological criteria to "regularize" the 

vast majority of these •• irregular" Spanish verbs. 

Just as English has regular noun plurals ending in 

/-s , 1-z/ , and /-~z/3 depending upon specific phonological 

environments, there are phonological environments in the 

Spanish verb which condition many of the variations 

normally considered irregular. Most verbs whose forms 

vary from the corresponding regular-model verb paradigms 

exhibit stem or inflectional variations that are predictable 

and , therefore , should be considered normal or regular . 

The verb lucir /luQ! r/, for example , belongs to the 

class of verbs ending in -ir. This verb is traditionally 

considered irregular since in certain present-tense forms 

it adds the epenthetic element /k/ (luzco /ldQko/ ' I seem ' ) 

and consequently does not follow the paradigm of the regular 

model verb partir /part! r / (parto /p~rto/ ' I leave • ) . 

Nevertheless, this "irregulari ty•• , as we will see in Chapter 

Three , can be predicted and is, therefore , not an irregularity 

but a pattern conditioned by a specific phonological 

environment within the Spanish verb system. This type of 
4 regular phonological conditioning within Spanish verb 

3see, for example , H. A. Gleason, An Introduction 12 
Descriptive Linguistic (New York , 1961), pp. 97-98. 

4The terms ' phonological conditioning ' and 'morphological 
conditioning ' are used here as defined by Gleason, Po 62 . 
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morphology has not been generally recognized and forms the 

basis for this studyo 

There are , however , some verbs which resist regular-

ization according to phonological criteria. For instance , 

the verbs andar /andar/ and mandar /mandar/ belong to the 

same /~ar/ conjugation and are so similar in their infinitive 

forms that they constitute a minimal pair in their infinitive 

forms . But in the preterite tense~ mand~ (regular) ' Juan 

sent • and~ anduvo (irregular ) ' Juan walked ', there is a 

great difference in form between the two verbs . The addition 

of the extra element /ub/ and the corresponding stress 

redistribution are variations from the model paradigm that 

cannot be considered predictable or explanable . The relation-

ship between andar and anduvo must be consi dered an example 

of morphological conditioning and hence a truly irregular verb . 

A search of the relevant literature has revealed that to 

date no successful organization has been done of Spanish 

irregular verbs based on modern linguistic methodology . Studies 

of these verbs have dealt with them according to the traditions 

of the Real Academia Espanola. Grammarians of Spain and 
-

Spanish-America are prone to follow the norms of the Academy. 

Since many of these traditional norms have found their way 

into modern treatments of the Spanish irregular verb , they will 

be briefly examined in this Chapter. 
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According to the Academy , 5 both regular and irregular 

verbs consist of two elements' 
6 

a) the stem or root ( two r oots for each verb) and 

b) the verb endings (desinencias). 
7 The Academy gives paradigms of regular as well as 

irregular verbs . Irregular verbs are also subdivided into 

two groups, verbs with common irregularities and verbs with 

special irregularities . There are twelve groups of verbs 

with common irregularities. The Academy ' s study of irregular 

verbs includes a description of each irregularity and a list 

of verbs which follow a particular variation from the model. 

In 1965 , Politzer
8 

also accepts the two-root system of 

the Academy. The affixes are of two kinds , the tense-mood 

signal and the person differentiator o In amabas /amabas/, for 

instance , three elements , according to Politzer , must be 

distinguished a 

5aeal Academia Espanola, Grama tica ~ ~ lengua espanola 
(Madrid , 1962) , p .44 . 

6 In a verbal form the stem can be one morpheme or a 
combination of morphemes. A stem with a single morpheme is 
termed a root . uebrar /kebr~r/, (• to break ' ), for instance , 
has one stem /kebr- which is a root . Patiguebrar /patikebr~r/, 
( • to--break a leg• ), however , has a stem / patikebr-/ which is 
composed of two roots . See, for example, Gleason, p . 59 . 

7Gramatica, pp. 54-59 and 66-101 . 

8Robert E. Politzer and Charles N. Stanbach , Teaching 
Spanish• A Linguistic Orientation (Waltham , 1965) , pp . 108- 119 
(First Edition , 1961). 
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a ) the stem, root , or base~ /am-/ , 

b) the tense- mood signal -aba- /-aba-/ , and 

c) the person differentiator ~ 1-s/. 

William Bull9 also distinguished three parts in Spanish 

verb forms. The~ e are the stem and two types of affixes . 

In 1962 , Garc! a Dur~n10 presented a theory to explain 

Spanish verb forms based on four distinct elements rather than 

two or three . Garc!a Dur~n divides the set of irregular verbs 

into six groups . The theory of four elements in each finite 

Spanish verb form was further devel oped by Stockwell , Bowen and 
11 

Martin (s. B. & M.). 

The elements used by s . B. & M. to construct verb forms 

are the stem , theme- vowel , tense- aspect marker , and person-

number marker . All four elements can be easily distinguished 

in the verb form cantabas /kant~bas/ ( ' you sang '). /kant-/ 

is the basic element or stem , /-a- / is the theme- vowel or the 

overt class marker , / - ba-/ is the tense-aspect and mood marker , 

and /-s/ is the person- number marker . Unfortunately all the 

9william E. Bull , Sganish f2! Teachers & Applied 
Linguistics (New York , 19 5), pp . 112- 126. 

10 Garc! a Dur, n , ~ 94~ la gram~tica ~ ~ ciencia 
(Mexico City , 1962 ), pp . 11 - l ib. 

11 Robert P. Stockwell , J . Donald Bowen , and John w. Martin , 
~ Grammatical Structures of English and Spanish {Chicago , 1967 ), 
pp . 105-108 (First Edition 1965). ----
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elements in the s. B. & M. system are not always overtly 

marked , and sometimes the stress , which is not accounted for 

in the system, is the only feature which distinguishes two 

forms (e.g., am~ /am~/ ' I loved ' and~ /~me/ ' he may love •). 
' 

The /-a-/, 1-e-/ , and /-i-/ of the infinitive /-ar/ , 

/-er/ , and /-ir/ constitute the theme-vowel of the infinitiveo 

The theme-vowel is not constant throughout all forms of the 

verb. The theme- vowel /-a-/, for example , which in the 

infinitive always indicates first conjugation , is character-

istic of the second and third conjugation in the present 

subjunctive forms . 

According to s . B. & M., the stem (with its theme-vowel) 

receives two kinds of affixes , namely , tense-aspect markers 

and person-number markers. The tense-aspect marker is the 

most variable element of the verb form . It is used to mark 

the mood , in addition to tense and aspect . In certain present 

tense indicative forms , e . g . ~ /amo/ t'I love •), the tense 

aspect marker is /-¢-/ and mood and tense in this verb form 

are indicated by the lack of any theme-vowel . The tense-

aspect markers , which are , therefore , highly variable in each 

tense and mood , are considered by s . B. & M. to be /-e-/, 

/-d-/, 1-o-/, /-i-/, /-ste-/ , 1-ro-/, 1-se-/ , 1-re-/, /-ra-/, 

/-ria-/, /-ba-/, /-a-/ , /-r/, /-ndo/, /-do/, and/-¢-/ . 

The person-number marker is somewhat more stable for 

each person and numbero The overt person-number marker for 



I 

7 

the second person singular is /-s/ . Forms of the plural are 

relatively constant with respect to the person-number marker a 

/-mos/ for the first person plural , /-ys/12 for the second 

person plural , and /-n/ for the third person plura1.13 

A summary of s. B. & M' s complete system for REGULAR 

Spanish verb follows : 

The stem plus all declensional elements of 
regular Spanish verbs , according to 

Stockwell , Bowen,and Martin 
Tense & Person & Stem ThemeV Tense Person Verb 
Mood Number I Aspect Number Form 

Marker Marker 
Non- finite forms 

Infinitive am 6. r am6.r 

Pres . part . kom y~ ndo komyEndo 

Past . part. part ! do part! do 

Finite forms 

First conjugation ...--------- ----·~-- ---Pres . ind . 1st p . s . 6.m o ¢ ¢ 6.mo 

Pres . subjo 1st p . s . 6.m e ¢ ¢ ~me 

Imperative 2nd P•P• am 6. d ¢ a.m~d 

Past subj . 1st p . p. am 6. se mos am6.semos 

Imperfect 2nd p.s . am 6. ba s am6.bas 

....... -------- ---- 1.....-- ---Table 1 

12In my idiolect /-ys/ is the person-number marker in 
the present indicative , second person plural , of all three 
conjugations , including -ira habl6.is/habl~ys/ (' you speak ' ) , 
com~is /komEys/ ( ' you eat'T, viv! s / viv! ys/ (' you live ' ). 

lJsee for a deep and original study on person-number 
markers Sol Saporta , "Spanish Person Markers ," Language , XXXV 
(1959 • 612-615. 
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Table 1 (Continuation) 

Tense & Person & Stem Theme V Tense P8 -~on Verb 
i'<iood N'U.!Ilber Aspec ~. Number Form 

·:a rke.c Harker 
Second conjugation ------ - -- -- -- - - - -r - - ·~ - -r- -¢ r ¢ - koml Preterite 1st PoSe kom 

Preterite Jrd p . s~ kom t 5 ¢ komy~ 

Imperfect 2nd P•P• kom ! a ys kom! ays 

Conditional 2nd PoS e kom e r ! a s komer!as 

Future 1st P•Po ~mje_ r mo s komer mos 
~-- ---- - ~~- --- -----
Third conjugation 
:------- -- - - ~r--- -r-- -----
Preterite 2nd p.s . part ! ste ¢ part!ste 

Preterite Jrd p.p. part y~ ro n partyEron 

Future Jrd P•P• part 1 r' n partir~n 

Past subj. 2nd p . p . part y~ ra n party ran 
Table 1 

In Chapter Two a new unified method will be presented 

to analyze the Spanish verb and to c1ar f y some problems 

that seem inconsistent and unsettled in this system e 



Chapter II 

The Structure of the Spanish Verb 

Stockwell , Bowen and Martin present a system for the 

analysis of verbs which constitutes the best work on the 

subject to the present time . 

The Stockwell , Bowen and Martin system, however , has 

1 very definite flaws , since there are problems within the 

system that have not been settled with scientific strictness. 

First of all , there is a disparity in the linguistic 

tools used to analyze the regular verbs on the one hand and 

the irregular verbs on the othero Therefore, it does not 

provide one single unified method to analyze and regulate 

both regular and irregular verbs o 

Their analysis of irregular verbs was done using inade­

quate traditional methodso 

Their analysis of regular verbs was already dealt with 

in Chapter One; however , the method used leaves some unresolved 

problems a 

1. Qhe problem not resolved by the Stockwell , Bowen 

and Martin system concerns the difficulty in distinguishing 

the three conjugations , as a result of the unstable theme 

vowel , whose function in infinitive forms is only to differen­

tiate the three classes of verbso The theme vowel is not 

constant throughout all tenses . For instance , in amemos 

9 
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/am~mos/ ( •we may love ' ), a form of the verb~ /am~r/ , the 

1-e-/ , which indicates second conjugation in the infinitive , 

indicates first conjugation in the present subjunctive forms; 

in comamos /kom,mos/ ( ' we may eat • ) , a form of the verb comer 

/kom~r/ , however , the /-a-/ , which indicates first conjugation 

in the infinitive forms , indicates second conjugation in the 

present subjunctive forms . 

2. Both written and spoken Spanish rely heavily on 

stress to differentiate otherwise identical formso The stress 

is neither predicted nor accounted for , however , in the 

Stockwell , Bowen , and Martin systemo For instance , in the 

utterances 

cantar~s /kantar,s/ ( • you will sing') and 

cantaras /kant~ras/ ( ' you might sing ' ), or in 

cante /k,nte/ ( ' I may sing' or ' he may sing ~ and 

cant~ /kant!/ ('I sang') 

the stress serves to mark both tense and mood o In the 

utterances 

canto .k~nto/ ( • I sing') and 

cant~ /kant~/ ( ' he sang ' ) 

the stress marks the tense as well as the person. 

3o Another unresolved problem in Stockwell , Bowen 

and Martin system concerns the mood which is not predicted 

by tense- aspect markers in the present forms . Canta /k,nta/ , 

for instance , is both third person present indicative 
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( ' he sings ' ) and second person singular imperative (' please 

sing' ) . 

In the remainder of this Chapter, I will introduce a 

system that will not only ~ve the problems left unresolved 

by the analysis of regular verbs on the Stockwell , Bowen and 

Martin system , but that will create a single unified system 

for the analysis and regularization of both regular and 

irregular verbs . 

The constituent elements of a verbal form will be 

divided into six groups as followsa Stem , stem modifier , 
1 

theme vowel , theme vowel modifier , tense- mood- stress marker , 

and person number markero All six elements are supplied in 

every verbal form . For instance , in am~bamos /am~bamos/ 

(' we loved ' ) , /am-/ is the stem , the stem modifier is 1¢1 for 

all regular verbs as we will see in Chapter Three , /-a-/ is 

the theme vowel , 1¢1 is the theme vowel modifier , /-ba-/ is 

the tense- mood-stress marker , and /-mos/ is the person number 

marker. Thus , am~bamos can be written /am+¢+a+¢+ba+mos/ . 
2 

Some of these terms are self explanatory . STEM 

MODIFIER for instance , is used with verbs whose stem undergoes 

a vari ation from the / - ar/ , / - er/ , /-ir/ regular models . E. g. 

muevo /mw~bo/ , movemos /mob~mos/ from mover /mob~r/ (' to move '). 

1Thi s element carries information about tense , mood , 
and stress position , but it is not necessarily stressed . 

2The stem has been already defined in Chapter One , 
footnote 2 , p . 1 . 
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The THEME VOWELS /-a-/ , /-e-/ , and /-i-/ mark the verb 

conjugation and are identified as the final vowel after 

separating the characteristic /r/ from the infinitive forms . 

E. g. /-a-/ from am-a-r , /-e- / from com-e-r , and /-i-/ from 

part-i-r . 

The THEME VOWEL MODIFIER again is a self explanatory 

ter~ but it is used both in regular forms , as well as in forms 

traditionally termed irregular. E. g o com! as /kom!as/ 

/kom+¢+e+I+a+s/ from /kom~r/ ( ' to eat ' ); contemos /kont~mos/ 

/kont+¢+a+E+¢10+mos/ from regularized contar /kont I ( ' t o tell ' ) , 

and dieron /dy~ron/ /d+-+a+A+ro+n/ from irregular dar /dar/ 

( ' t o give • ) • .3 

By COMPLEI'E STEM we indicate the combination of the 

stem , the s tem modifier , the theme vowel , and the theme vowel 
4 

modifier. The "complete stem .. of a regular as well as an 

irregular verb automatically tells us the conjugation or class 

of verbs as does the theme vowel alone . 

PERSON NUMBER MARKER , again , is a self explanator y term 

and indicates if the subject is singular or plural or if it is 

first , second , or third person • 

.3rn the forms com! as , contemos , and dieron , e+I stand 
for /i/ , ~ stand for / ye/ , and!±§ stand for /e/ , according 
to forthcoming explanations . 

4 
Root and stem are terms which stand for the same word 

in many cases . A "complete stem'', however , is never a root o 
Stems can be simple (one root ) or complex (more than one root 
or a stem preceded by affixes) . 
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In Spanish the person number marker come s last in a 

simple verbal form. Some person number markers consistently 

indicate the same person and number , as shown in the following 

tablea 5 

Consistent person number 
markers 

Person Person Number 
number 
marker 
/-Pl/ f irst singular 

/-PJ/ third singular 

/-mos/ first plural 

/-n/ third plural 

Table 2 

Some person number markers , however , can be filled with 

two symbols . For instance , in the second per son singular /- s/ 

and /-P2/ are in complementary distribution : /P2/ is used with 

imperative and preterite indicative forms , and / - s/ is used in 

all other second person singular forms . In t he second person 

plural / - d/ and /-ys/ are in complement ary distribution : /-d/ 
6 

is used in imperative forms and /-y~is used in all other 

5only the verb~ /ser/ ( ' to be ' ) does not undergo/PI 
number marker in the third person singular present indicativ~ , 
as we will see in Chapter Four . Person number markers / - P1/ 
and /-P3/ are morphophonemic symbols . 

6The person number marker /-d/ appears as 1¢1 when the 
enclitic object pronoun ~ ( ' you ' ) is attached to the verb form . 
E. g . amaos /am~os/ ( 'love each other ') • The person number 
marker / -mos/ is also ~lterated by the enclitic nos ( ' us ') 
accordtg to the following rule : The person number:IDarker / - mos/ 
appears as /-mo/ when the enclitic object pronoun n22 is attached 
to the verb form . E. g . v~monos /b~monos/ (' let ' s go ' ). 
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second person plural forms. 

The next-to-last element in a verbal form is the tense­

mood-stress marker which is the most variable and informative 

constituent of the verb endings . However , in utterances like 

amar4s /amar~s/ ( ' you will love ') and amaras /am4ras/ ( ' you 

might love ' ) the tense-mood-stress marker is /-ra-/ in both 

cases , and , therefore , does not carry sufficient information 

about tense , mood , and stress position per ~· To restore 

the differentiating power to the /-ra-/ element , I will use 

/-ra-/ for the past subjunctive forms and /-raF/ for the 

future forms . 

To interpret Table 3 something must be said about 

symbol 1¢1 and its subindices , and / - raF- / . 

1¢1 is the most common morphophonemic symbol used in 

this project and indicate·s the absence of a morpheme, or zero 

phonemic output . Therefore , 1¢1 does not correspond to a 

phonemic element of the Spanish verb structure. 

In Table 3, under the title Tense-mood-stress marker 

(TMS marker) , 1¢1 always appears with subindices 1 , 2 , 3, 4, 

10 , 20 , 30 , 40 , with the following definite and precise 

meanings a 

1¢1! means present indicative and stressed stem 

1¢21 indi cates present subjunctive and stressed stem 

!¢3! indicates present imperative and stressed s tem 
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1¢4! indicates preterite indicative and stressed stem 

/¢10/ indicates pres . indic. and stressed theme vowel 

l¢2ol indicates pres . subj o and stressed theme vowel 

1¢30! indicates pres. imper. and stressed theme vowel 

l¢4ol indicates pret. indic . and stressed theme vowel 

We can conclude that numerals 1 , 2, J , and 4 , as sub-

indices carry information about tense and mood; subindex zero 

~/, stressed theme vowel) or its absence (stressed stem) carry 

information about the stress position. 

/-raF-/ (-ra-/ plus a capital F) indicates future indic­

ative with stressed TMS marker as opposed to /-ra-/ charactec-

istic of the past subjunctive with stressed theme vowel. 

The TMS marker slot is completed with other constituent 

morphemes of the Spanish verb structure . 

The information carried by the tense-mood-stress marker 

is shown in chart form in the following tablea 

Information provided by the tense-mood-stress 
marker 

TMS marker Indicates 
Tense Mood Stress Position 

/¢1/ present indic . on stem 

l¢lo1 present ind1c . on theme vowel 

1¢21 present subjunctive on stem 

l¢2ol present subjunctive on theme vowel 

1¢31 present imperative on stem 
r- ---,, . - ··- --,··-··- -·-- be ~ . ... _ - ·- · - - .. ·-

Table J 
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Table 3 (continuation) 

TMS marker Indicates 
Tense Mood Stress Position 

1¢301 present imperative on theme vowel 

1¢41 preterite indicative on stem 

/¢4o/ preterite indicative on theme vowel 

/-ste-/ preterite indicative on theme vowel 

/ - ro-/ preterite indicative on theme vowel 

/-ra-/ past subjunctive on theme vowel 

/-se-1 past subjunctive on theme vowel 

/-ria-/ conditional indicative on TMS marker 

/-re-/ future indicative on TMS marker 

/-raF-/ future indicative on TMS marker 

/-a-/ imperfect indicative on theme vowel 

/ - ba-/ imperfect indicative on theme vowel 

Table 3 

The theme vowel is not stable throughout all verb tenses. 

To eliminate the confusion created by the instability of the 

theme vowel , the theme vowel modifier is introduced . 

!11 forms of the first conjugation verbs will have / - a - / 

as the theme vowel , all forms of the second conjugation will 

have /-e- / as the theme vowel , and ~ forms of the third con­

jugation will have /-i-/ as the theme vowel o 

The function of the theme vowel modifier is to change the 
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theme vowel in the following way: 

0 turns the preceding vowel into /o/o 

A turns the preceding vowel into /a/ , except when this 

vowel is already / a/ o In this case , /aA/ > /ye/ . 

E turns the preceding vowel into /e/ except when this 

vowel is already /e/ o In this case, /eE/ > /ye/. 

I turns the preceding vowel into /i/ except when this 

vowel 1 s already /i/ . In this case , /i i / > /ye/ . 

X turns the preceding vowel into /~/. 

Y turns the preceding vowel into /yo/ . 

/~/ does not affect the preceding vowel . 

/Xd/ replaces the preceding vowel by a /d/. 

The following symbols are used exclusively with non-

regulable irregular verbs . See Chapter Four . 

OY turns the preceding vowel into /oy/. 

/b/ is added to the theme vowel . 

The following chart provides examples for each of the 

above symbols and shows the phonemic output of the various 
7 

theme vowels and the theme vowel modifiers . 

?capital letters which appear in all the tables of this 
project are morphophonemic symbols that carry information but 
do not appear in the output . 
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Theme vowel + theme vowel modifier and 
th d i t t e correspon np; o~ 

Theme Theme Pho- Ex:ample Output Infir1-
Vowel + Vowel > nem1c itive 

Mod . Output Form 
a ~ a am +9J+a+,0 +.01 +s §:mas am~r 

e A a kom +¢+e+.A +¢2 +n k man kom~r 

1 A a part+¢+i+A +¢ 2 +mos part~mos part r 

e ¢ e kom +¢+e+¢ +¢ 1 +P3 k~me kom r 

a E e am +¢+a+E +¢20+ys am~ys am~r 

1 E e part+¢+1+E +¢
1 

+n p~rten part! r 

1 ¢ 1 part+¢+1+¢ +re +Pl part ire part! r 

a I 1 d +¢+a+ I +ste+ys I d! steys dar 

I I 1 kom +.0+e+I +a +s kom kom r e as I 
I 

a 0 0 am +¢+a+O +¢1 +Pl ~mo am r I 
e 0 

I 
0 kom +¢+e+O +¢1 +Pl k mo kom r 

1 0 0 part+¢+1+0 +¢1 +Pl p~rto part! r 

a OY oy est +¢+a+OY+¢10+P1 est~y est~r 

e OY oy s +¢+e+OY+¢10+P1 1 soy ser 
I 

1 OY oy ¢ +b+i+OY+¢10+P1 i boy 1r 

a A ye d +¢+a+A +ra +mos dy~ramos dar 

e E ye kom +¢+e+E +ra +s komy~ras kom~r 

1 I I ye part+¢+1+I +se +n , partyesen 
1
part! r 

I 
I 

I 
I I 
I a I y yo d +¢+a+Y +¢4o+P3 dyeS dar 

I 
I 
I I y kom +¢+e+Y +9140+P3 komy kom~r e yo 

i 
1 y I , yo l part+¢+i+Y +¢40+P3 party~ 

e X I ¢ )bal +¢+e+X +¢ bal 
Table 
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Table 4 (continuation) 

Theme Theme Pho- Example Output Infin-
Vowel+ Vowel> nemic itive 

Mod. Output Form 
i X 1.0 ben +.0+i+X +.0

3 +P2 ben benfr 

e Xd d pon +.¢+e+Xd+re +Pl pondr~ pon~r 

i b ib ¢ +¢+i+b +a +mos !bamos ir 
Table 4 

The preceding examples of Table 4 have been chosen from 

regular verbs when possible. However, the following conbinations 

of theme vowel + theme vowel modifier are not found in regular 

verbs and, hence, examples have been taken from the set of verbs 

traditionally termed irregular a 

a+ I > Iii eo g. /d!steys/ 

a+ OY > loy/ e. g. /est~y/ 

e + OY > loy/ e. g. /soy/ 

i + OY ;> /oy/ e. g. /boy/ 

a+A > /ye/ e. g. /dy&ramos/ 

a+ y > /yo/ e. g. /dyo/ 

e +X >1.¢1 e. g. /bal/ 

i +X >1.¢1 e. g. /ben/ 

i + b .> /ib/ e. g. /!'bamos/ 

e + Xd > /d/ e. g. /pondr~/ 

Only voy /boy/ shows a stem modifier different from /.¢/ 

in Table 4. The stem modifier, however, becomes the most var1a.ble 
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element within the Spanish set of verbs in this project . 

The stem modifier can affect the stem in six differ ent 

ways as follOWSI 

1 . It can be added to the stem 

2 . It can replace the stem 

3. It can replace an element within the stem 

4. It can replace an element at the end of the stem 

5. It can cancel out the stem 

6. I t can affect the stem in an unpredictable way 

lo A stem modifier which is a consonant , a semivowel , or 

a cluster of semivowel + consonant elongat es the stem by addition 

of the stem modi fier at the end of the stem. 

Thus , the f ollowing stem modifiers are added at the end of 

the stern a 

/k/ e . g . conozco /kon<S¢ko/ from conocer /konoQ~r/ 

/ g/ e . g . val go /b~lgo/ from valer /baler/ 

/yg/ e . g . caigo /k~ygo/ f r om ~ /ka~r/ 

/y/ e . g . influ~o /inflt!yo/ f rom influir /infl u! r/ 

/b/ e . g . ~ / bas/ from ir /¢ir/ 

/x/ e . g. tra,j e /tr~xe/ from traer /tra~r/ 

2 . Stem modi fiers / a/, /a/ plus any el ement , /er/, and a 

consonant plus any element affect the stem by a complete replace-

ment . 
8 

8The verb ir /ir/ undergoes replacement of stem /15/ . 
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Thus, the following stem modifiers replace the complete 

stem a 

/a/ e. g. har~ /ar~/ from hacer /aO~r/ 

/ay/ e. g. hay a /&.ya/ from haber /ab&r/ 

/bay/ e. g. vaya /bl.ya/ from ll /¢ir/ 

/be/ e. g. ~ /b~o/ from ~ /ber/ 

/ag/ e. g. hago /4.go/ from hacer /aO&r/ 

/di/ e. g. dir& /dir&/ from decir /deO!r/ 

/er/ e. g. eres /~res/ from .§!.!: /ser/ -
/fw/ e. g. fBi /fw!/ from .§!.!: I ser/ and ll /¢ir/ 

/se/ e. g. ~ /sea/ from .§!.!: /ser/ 

3. A stem modifier which is a high vowel (/i/ or /u/), 

or a cluster of semivowel plus vowel affects the stem by 

replacement of the final stem vowelo 

Thus, the following stem modifiers replace the stem 

final vowel a 

/ye/ e. g. acierto /aOy&rto/ from acertar /a0ert4r/ 

/we/ eo g. cuento /kw!nto/ from con tar /kont6.r/ 

/i/ e. g. pi do /p!do/ from :eedir /ped!r/ 

/u/ e. g. durmamos /durm6.mos/ from dormir /dorm!r/ 

4. A stem modifier which is a vowel plus any element 

(except vowel /a/ and element /er/, see 2. above) affects the 

stem by replacing the final stem vowel and the immediate 

following consonant. 

Thus, the following stem modifiers replace the stem 
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final VC (vowel consonant )o 

/ep/ e. g. guepo /k~po/ from caber /kab~r/ 

/ig/ e. g . digo /d!go/ from decir /deQ!r/ 

/ix/ e. g . dije /d! xe/ from decir /deQ!r/ 

/is/ e. g. guise /k!se/ from guerer /ker~r/ 

/us/ e. g . puse /p~se/ from poner /pon~r/ 

/ub/ e . g . ~ /t~be/ from tener /tener/ 

/ux/ e . g. conduJe /kond~xe/ from conducir /conduQir/ 

/up/ e. g . supe /s~pe/ from saber /saber/ 
9 

5. Stem modifier /X/ indi cates omission of the stem. 

E. g . ~ /e/ from haber /ab~r/ and 

~ /es/ from ~ /ser/ 

6. Finally, verbs andar /and, r/ (• to walk ') and~­

andar /desand,r/ ( ' to go back ') show /ub/ as a stem modi fier 

which is added to the stem ( see 1. above) instead of replacing 

an element of the stem ( see 4. above ). 

Thus , anduve /and~be/ from andar /and6.r/ and 

desanduve /desand~be/ from desandar / desand6.r/. 

In this Chapter a new unified method to analyze Spanish 

verbs has been presented. This method w1ll be applied to 

both regular and irregular verbs in Chapters Three and Four . 

9r am using here the same symbol as in the theme vowel 
modifier slot and with the same function . 



Chapter Three 

Phonological Classificatlon and Analysis 
of Spanish Verbs 

It is the objective of this Chapter to find paradigmatic 

models based mainly on the combination or the final syllable 

of the stem plus the infinitives rather than on the final 

syllable of the infinitive alone . 
1 

To find patterns of variation from the regular model 

verb , the final syllable of the stem and the final syllable 

of the infinitive are more relevant than the final syllable 

of the infinitive alone , and classification based on the final 

syllable of the stem cuts across the classic three-conjugation 

division . Enlarging the number of paradigmatic models causes 

many verbs that are traditionally considered irregular fall 
2 into regularized patterns. 

To facilitate the formulation of rules for verbal forms 

and to facilitate their understanding , we will classify Spanish 

verb forms in four groups or families which share common 

characteristics. These groups are : 

1 rn a few cases the two final syllables of the stem have 
been considered. 

2 
Traditionally irregular verbs will be regularized by the 

new paradigmatic models. There are verbs whose paradigms are 
predictable under phonological norms usually applied to final 
stem syllables . 

23 
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I - Forms of the present 

II - Forms of the preterite 

III - Forms of the future 

IV - Forms of the Imperfect 

A better general view of the finite forms of the Spanish 

verb is provided in the following chart: 

I 

General division of the Spani sh finite 
verbal form 

Spanish 

Verb 

II III 

Present Preterite Future 

Forms Forms Forms 

It\ 4~ .M 
A B " \J A B c . B c 1-1 

A Regular 

B Regulable 

c Irregular 

Chart I 

! 
I IV 

Imperfect 

Forms 

1\ 
• ,.., 

J1 I, 
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The general organization of Chapters Three and Four is 

based on Chart 1. Each Chapter is divided into four parts 

corresponding to the Roman numbers I , II , III , and IV . Each 

Roman number is further subdivided into capi tal letters 

representlng, A traditionally regular forms , B regulable forms , 

C irregular; i . e. irregulable forms o 

Throughout the following pages Roman numerals and let­

ters will be used to identify the different sections of this 

study . For instance , rule III B is automatically identified 

as one dealing with regulable forms of the future . Two or 

more rules about regula ble forms of the future will be 

further identified by small letters and numerals , e . g o 

III B a . 1 . and III B a . 2 . 

The division between regulable and irregular verbs is 

an arbitrary one based only on the number of different verbs 

which follow a given rule . In Chapter Three , we will deal 

with variations generally applicable to many forms in addi­

tion to regular forms. In Chapter Four we will deal with 

rules followed by few forms and sometimes single form of a 

single verb for which there i s no rule. 

I Forms of t he Present 

The group of forms of the present is by far the most 

important group from the point of view of the variations 
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J 
from the corresponding paradigmatic model . 

A general view of the Spanish verbal forms of the present 

is provided in the following Chart: 

A Regular 

I Organization of Treatment of 
present-tense forms 

I3 Regulable 

ae Stem elongation by epenthesis of consonant 

1. /k/ E. g. /kon Qko/</konoQ~r/ 
2. /g/ E. g. /b~lgo/ ~/bal~r/ 
J. /yg/ E. g. /k~ygo/ < /ka~r/ 
4. /y/ E. g /distrib~yo/,/dlstribu r/ 
5. /y/ &./yg/ 1 E. g . I ygo/</o! r/ 

b. Stem-medial epenthesi s of /y/ 
E. g. /aQy~rto/ < /aQert r/ 

c . Stem elongation by IBI or stem medial epenthesis 
of /y/ 

E. g . /t~ngo/ , /ty~nes/>/ten~r/ 
/b~ngo/ , /by~nes/>/ben!r/ 

d. Replacement of /o/ by /we/ 
E. g. /mw boP/mob r/ 

e . Replacement of /e/ by /i/ 
E. g . /p do/>/ped!r/ 

f. Epenthesis of /y/ or replacement of /e/ by /i/ 
E. g . /sy~nto/, /sint mos/ > /sent!r/ 

g . Replacement of /o/ by /we/ or /u/ 
E. g. /dw rmo/ , /du~m mos/ >/dorm! r/ 

C Irregular (to be covered in Chap ter Four) 

Chart 2 

JNo verb is irregular in any other form if it is not 
irregular in the forms of the present , except the verb andar 
/and~r/ (•to walk ') . 
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A Regular Forms of the Present 

There is no single universal criterion to identify all regular 

verbs . However , if the stem ends in a vowel , some kind of 

regularity can be predicted. For instance , verbs ending ln 

/-ear/ , /-1ar/ , /-oar/ , /-uar/ , /-eer/, /-ier/, /-oer/, 

and /-uer/ correspond necessarily to regular paradie;ms. 

Furthermore , /1/ and /u/ are never found 111 the final 

syllable of the stem of an irregular /-ar/ or /-er/ verb , 

except the verb ,1ugar /xug~r/ . The remaining regular verbs 

must be recognized as regular if they are not listed as 

regulable or irregular. 

Tables 5, 6, and 7 deal with these forms of the present 

that are traditionally called regular . 

1st p.s. 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p .s. 

lst p.p .. 

2nd p.p. 

Jrd p.p. 

Present forms for all /-ar/ verbs 
with/¢/ as stem modifier 

(Regular /-ar/ verbs) 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v TMS 
Mod . Vowel Mod . Marker 

Present Indicative 

am ¢ a ¢ ¢1 

am ,¢ a ¢ ¢1 

am \ ¢ a ¢ ¢1 

am ¢ a ¢ ¢10 

am 1¢ a ¢ ¢10 

am Ill a ¢ ¢1 

Table 5 

FN II verb 
Marker ! Form 

' 

pl ~mo 

s mas 

PJ ~ma 

mos am~mos 

ys am~ys 

n am an 
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Table 5 (continuation) 

1st p , s 

I 
2nd p , s . 

Jrd ' 
p . s, 

I 
I 

1st ! p . p. 
I 
I 

2nd I p . p . 
I 

l Jrd PoP • 

r 
2nd p , s , 

I 2nd. .p. 
I 

I 
I 

\ 1st p . s . 
I 
I 
1
, 2nd p . s. 
I 

: J r d p , s. 

, 1st p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

I Jrd p . p . 

Stem Stem Theme ' Theme V TMS 
Mod , Vowel , Mod , I'ifarker 

Present Subj unctive 

am ¢ a ~ E ¢2 

am ¢ a E I ¢2 

¢ ' E ¢2 am a 

¢ 
i 

E ¢20 am a I 

I 
¢ ¢20 am a E 

I a am ¢ E ¢2 

Impe.rat ve 

am ¢ a I ¢ ¢J ' 
am ¢ a : ¢ ¢JO 

Table 5 

Present forms for a 1 /-er/ verbs 
with 1¢1 as s tem mod~fier 

(negular /-er/ v er bs ) 

Stem Stem Theme \ Theme v rri1S 
Hod , Vowel i Mod , Marker 

¢ 
' ¢1 kom e \ 0 
I 

kuru ¢ e \¢ ¢1 
' 

koru ¢ e ; ¢ ¢1 

kom ¢ e 1¢ ¢10 

kom ¢ e 1¢ 
I ¢10 
! 

kom ¢ e : ¢ ¢1 

Table 6 

PN Verb 
Marker Form 

pl ~me 

s ~mes 

PJ ~me 

I amemos mos 

ys ameys 

n men 

p2 ~ ~ma 
I 

d 1 am~cJ ___ --.--J 

PN Verb 
Marker Form 

pl k c5roo 

s k6mes 

PJ 1{ me 

!D. OS kom mos 

ys kO!Il ys 

n k men 



! 
i 
I 

' 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
; 
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Table 6 (continuation) 

--

lst p . s. ' 
I 

2nd PoSt I 

' 
3rd p,s , 

' 

1st p.p. 

2nd p . p . 

3rd p . p . ' 

2nd p . s, 

2nd p . p . 

lst P • S o 

2nd p . s . 

3rd. p . s . f 

lst p . p . l 
I 
I 

2nd P·P· I 
; 

3rd p . p . ' 

Stem Stem Theme Theme V TMS 
Mod . Vowel Hod . Marker 

Present Sub junctive 

kom ¢ e A ¢2 

kom ¢ e A ¢2 

kom ¢ e A ¢2 

kom ¢ e A ¢20 

kom ¢ e A ¢20 

kom ¢ e A I ¢2 I 

Imperative 

kom ¢ I e ¢ ¢3 

kom ¢ e ¢ ¢30 I 

Table 6 

Present forms for all /-1 ~ / verbs 
with /¢/ as stem modifier 

(Regular / - ir/ v erbs) 

Stem Stem Theme : Theme V TIVlS 
Mod . Vowel 1 Mod . Marker 

Present Indicative 

part! ¢ i 
' 0 ¢1 

I 

part, ¢ 1 E ¢1 
I 

part j ¢ i E ¢1 

part! ¢ i ¢ ¢10 
i 

partl ¢ i ¢ ¢10 

partj ¢ i E ¢1 

Table 7 

PN Verb 
Marker Form 

pl koma 

s k ma.s 

p3 k rna 

mos kom~mos 

ys kom ys 

In k man 

p2 kome 

d kom d 

PN Verb 
Marker Form 

pl p~rto 

s p~rtes 

p3 pdrte 

mos part! mos 

ys part! ys 

n p~rten 
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Table 7 (continuation) 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Modo : .Harker Marker Form 

Present Sub j unctive 

1st p . s. part ¢ 1 A 952 pl p~rta 

2nd p.s . part ¢ 1 A ¢'? 
t... 

s p~rtas 

Jrd p.s . part ¢ 1 A ¢2 p3 p~rta 

1st p .p. part ¢ 1 A ¢20 mos part~mos 

2nd p.p. part ¢ 1 A ¢20 ys part~ys 

3rd p.p. part ¢ 1 A ¢2 n p~rtan 

Imperative 

2nd p . s . part ¢ 1 E ¢3 pl p~rte 

2nd p.p. part ¢ 1 ¢ ¢30 d part! d 

Tabl e 7 

I B Regulable Forms of the Present Tense 

The preceding tables 5, 6 , and 7 show consistently /¢/ 

stem modifler . 'rhe theme vowel modifiers , however , are: 

/0/ , /¢/ , and /E/ for /-ar/ verbs 

/0/ , /¢/ , and /A/ for /-er/ verbs and 

/0/ , /¢/, /~ , and /E/ for /-ir/ verbs 

The following tables 8 to 29 will cover the regularized 

paradigms for the present-tense forms , The theme vo>-rel 

modifier is consistently the same as for regular verbs . 

-
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Regulable forms , however , will show a phonemic element which 

is a vowel , a consonant or a conbination of both in the s econd 
4 

column of the table labeled STEM MODIFIER. 

Regulable forms of the present can be separated into seven 

groups as follows• 

a ) Epenthesis of c0nsonants as a final-stem elongation 

1. Epenthesis of /k/ 

E. g . conozco /kon6Qko/ from conocer /konoQ~r/ 

(' to know ') 

2 . Epenthesis of / g/ 

E. g . valgo / ba lgo/ from valer /bal~r/ (' to be 

worth ') 

J . Epenthesis of / yg/ 

E. g . caigo / ka ygo/ from ~ /ka r/ (' to fall 

down ') 

4 . Epenthesis of /y/ 

E. g . distrlbuyo /dlstrib~yo/ from distribuir 

/ distribu! r/ (' to distribute ') 

5. Epenthesis of /y/ or /yg/ 

E. g . oi go /6ygo/, oye s /6yes/ from £1£ /o! r / 

(' to hear •) 

b ) Medial epenthesis of / y/ 

E. g . acierto /aQy~rto/ from acerta r /aQert~r/ (' to 

guess •) 

4see the lists of stem modifiers . t heir function and 
meaning in Chapter Two , pp . 20- 22 . 
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c) Medial epenthesis of /g/ or elongation of the stem 

by epenthesis of /y/ 

E. g. tengo /t~ngo/ from tener /ten~r/ ('to have•) 

tienes /ty~nes/ from/ten~r/ 

d) Replacement of /of by /we/ 

E. g. muevo /mw~bo/ from mover /mob~r/ ('to move ') 

e) Replacement of /e/ by /i/ 

E. g. pi do /p!do/ from pedir /ped!r/ ( • to ask, to order') 

f) Epenthesis of /y/ or replacement of /e/ by /i/ 

E. g. siento /sy~nto/, sintamos /sint,mos/ from sent!r 

/sent!r/ (•to feel') 

g) Replacement of /o/ by /we/ or /u/ 

E. g. duermo /dw~rmo/, durmamos /durmamos/ :trom darmir 

/dorm!r/ (•to sleep•) 

I B a. Epenthesis of /k/, /g/, /yg/, and /y/, at 

the end of the stem 

I B a. 1. Elongation of the stem by /k/ 

The epenthetic element /k/ appears only in ~ and =!I 
verbs, and never in :!r verbs. 

Except as noted below, all verbs with the following end­

ings show epenthesis of /k/ between the stem and the theme 

vowel; /k/, therefore, appears as the STEM MODIFIER in the 

second of the tables• 

~ /aQ~r/5 e.g. nacer /naQ~r/ ('to be born•), 

5The verb hacer /aQ~r/ and its prefixed verbs, e. g. 
rehacer /reaQ~r/ (•to do again') do not follow this rule. 
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~ /eO~r/6 e.g. agradecer /agradeO&r/ ('to show 
gratitude'), 

nocer /noO&r/ e.g. conocer /konoO~r/ ('to know' ), and 
~ /uO!r/ e.g. lucir /luOfr/ ('to shine, to seem'). 

The stem endings of these verbs in their present tense 

forms show two variations in complementary distribution, 

/Q¢/ r.v /Qk/, according to the following rules 1 

I B a. 1. 1 The /0/ of the stem endings /aO/, /eQ/, 
/noQr, and /uO-/ appears only before a following /e/ or /i/. 
No stem modifier is required, as indicated by /¢/ in the stem 
modifier column. 

Eo g. lucir /luQfr/ ( 0 to seem') 

Present ind., 2nd person sg, luces /l~Oes/, etc. 

1st person pl, lucimos /luOfmos/, etc. 

I B a. 1. 2 The /0/ of stem endings /aO-/, /eO-/, and 
/uO-/ cannot appear before /o/ or /a/. Therefore, a stem 
modifier is required as indicated by /k/ in the STEM MODIFIER 
column. 

E. g. nacer /naQ~r/ ('to be born• ) 

Present ind., 1st person sg, nazco /n~Oko/ 
7 

but• 2nd person sg, naces /n,Oes/, etc. 

6Nearly two hundred and fifty verbs share the /eO~r/ end­
ingo However, mecer /meQ~r/ and remecer /remeO&r/ follow the 
regular ~ paradigm. 

7All forms which follow a variation from the model can be 
predicted. The following criterion proves useful to predict the 
variations on verbs studied under the preceding rules& 

A variation from the model regular verb in the first person 
singular present indicative, which is not carried over to the 
second person singular present indicative, will appear in all 
forms of present subjunctive. 

E. g. obedecer /obedeO&r/ (•to obey•) 
Present ind., 1st person sg, obedezco /obed&Oko/ 

buta 2nd person sg, obedeces /obed~Oes/,etc. 
The final stem variation ec- /eO-/ to ezc- /eOk-/ is carried over 
to all forms of present subjunctive, e:s:-obedezca /obed~Oka~ etco 
Exceptions, such as vaya /b,ya/ from 1I /ir/ ( • to go ' ) will 
constitute an irregulable irregularity. 
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'I'he distribution of /k/ and /¢/ in the stem modifier slot 

with the present forms is shown in chart form in tables 8 , 9 , 

and 10 below, 

... 

·1st p . s. 

2nd p.s . 

Jrd p , s , 

lst p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

lst p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p . s . 

lst p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

Present indicative forms or /-er/ or /-ir/ 
verbs with 1¢1 and /k/ as stem modifiers 

in complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme 'l'heme v. TMS PN 
Mod , Vowel Mod . Marker Marker 

kon Q k e 0 ¢1 .Pl 

kontSQ ¢ e ¢ ¢1 s 

kontSQ ¢ e ¢ ¢1 PJ 

konoQ ¢ e ¢ 1\o mos 

konoQ ¢ e ¢ ¢10 ys 

konoQ ¢ e ¢ ¢1 n 

Tabl e 8 

Present subjunctive forms for /-er/ or / - ir/ 
verbs with /k/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem 1l'heme 'I'heme v. 'l'MS PN 
Hod , Vowel Mod . Marker Marker 

kontSO k e A ¢2 pl 

knntSO k e A ¢2 s 

konoo k e A ¢2 p3 

konoQ k e A ¢20 mos 

konoQ k e A ¢20 ys 

konoo k e A ¢2 n 

Ta ble 9 

--Verb 
Form 

kon Qko 

kon~Qes 

kon Oe 

konoQ~mos 

konoO~ys 

kontSOen 
I 

Verb 
Form 

kontSOka 

kontSOkas 

konoOka 

konoOk~mos 

kono0k4ys 

konoOkan 

! 

I 



2nd 

2nd 

p.s. 

p.p. 
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Imperative forms for -er or -ir verbs 
with /~/as stem-modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 

kon~Q ~ e ~ ~J Pz 

konoQ ~ e ~ ~JO d 

Table 10 

I B a . 2. Elongation of the stem by /g/ 

Verb 
Form 

kon6Qe 

konoQ~d 

The epenthetic /g/ appears only in /-er/ and /-ir/ verbs 

and never in /-ar/ verbs . 

All verbs with the following endings show epenthesis of 

/g/ between the stem and the theme vowel; /g/, therefore, 

appears as a stem modifier in the second column of the tables: 

~ /al~r/ e. g. valer /bal~r/ (' to be worth ' ) 

~ /on~r/ e . g. poner /pon~r/ ( ' to put ' ) 

~ /al!r/ e. g. salir /sal! r/ ( ' to leave') 

~ /as! r/ e . g. ~ /as!r/ ( • to grasp ' ) 

The stem ending of these verbs in the present tense 

presents two variations in complementary distribution, 

/lQ/ ·\..1 /lg/ 
/nQ/ rv/ng/ 
/sQ/ rv /sg/' 

a ccording to the following rules: 

I B a . 2 . 1 The stem endings /al-/, /on-/ , and /as-/ 
appear only before a following /e/, /i/, or/~/ . No stem 
modifier is required, as indicated by /~/ in the stem modifier 
column . 
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E. g. valer /bal~r/ (• to be worth ') 

Present ind . , 2nd person sg , vales /b~les/ , etc. 

1st person pl , valemos /bal~mos/, etc. 

Imperative , 2nd person sg, ~ /bal/ 

I B a . 2. 2 When the stem endings /al-/, /on-/, and /as~ 
are followed by /o/ or /a/ , then a stem modifier is used as 
indicated by /g/ in the stem modifier column . 

Present ind ., 1st person sg , pongo /p6ngo/ 

buta 2nd person sg , pones /p6nes/, etco 

I B a. 2. 3 With all verbs ending in /al~r/ , /al!r/8 and 
/on~r/ the stem becomes the complete form of imperative , second 
person singular , by dropping the following vowel. 

E. g . Imperative, 2nd person sg . 

val /baJ/ from valer /bal~r/ 

pon /pon/ from poner /ponl;r/ 

.2& /sal/ from salir /sal! r/ 

The distribution of 1¢1 and /g/ in the stem modifier 

slot is shown in chart form in tables 11 , 12 , and 13 below. 

8 
For some grammarians , the imperative 2nd person singular 

of resalir /resal!r/ (• to appear •) is resale /res~le/ and that 
of sobresalir /sobresal!r/ (~o excel ') is sobresale /sobres~le/. 
It is also possible to say ~ /b~le/ (' be valid ') in place 
of val /bal/. Apparently a change is taking place toward the 
restitution of the vowel /e-/ in this group of forms. See , 
for example , Academia, Gram~tica , p . 80 . See also Lazzati , 
Diccionario, pp . 406 and 412. 
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3rd 
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2nd 

3rd 

lst 

2nd 

Jrd 

lst 

2nd 

3rd 

2nd 

2nd 
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Present indicative forms for /-er/ and / - ir/ 
verbs with 1¢1 and /g/ as stem modifiers 

in complementary distribution. 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Harker Marker 

p . s . b~l g e 0 ¢1 pl 

p . s. b~l ¢ e ¢ ¢1 s 

p . s . bttl ¢ e 1¢ ¢1 p3 

p.p. bal ¢ e ¢ ¢10 mos 

p . p . bal ¢ e ¢ ¢10 ys 

p . p. bal ¢ e ¢ ¢1 n 

Table 11 

Ver b 
Form 

b.~lgo 

b~les 

b~le 

bal~mos 

balEys 

b~len 

Present subjunctive forms for /-er/ and /-ir/ 
verbs with /g/ as stem modifi er 

p . s . 

p.s. 

p.s . 

p.p. 

p.p. 

P•P• 

p . s . 

p . p . 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod . Marker Marker 

bal g e A ¢ 2 pl 

bal g e A ¢2 s 

b~l g e A ¢2 
I 

p3 

bal g e ' A I 1 ¢2o mos 

bal g e ' A 
I ¢20 I ys I 

bal g e A ¢ 2 I n 

Table 12 

Imperative forms for /-er/ and /-ir/ 
verbs with/¢/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod . Marker Marker 

ba l ¢ e X ¢3 p2 
' 

bal ¢ e I ¢ I ¢JO d 

Table lJ 

Verb 
Form 

ba lga 

I 
ba l gas 

jba lga 

1 balgttmos 
' I 
' balga ys 
I 
I 

il balgan 
r! 

Verb 
Form 

bal 

balEd 
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I B a. 3 Epenthesis of / yg/ 

I B a. 3. The epenthesis of /yg/ appears only in ~ 

verbs ; /yg/ with -ir verbs and some di fferent distribution will 

be analyzed in I B a . 5 below. /yg/ never appears with ~ 

verbs . 

All verbs ending in ~ /aer/ show epenthesis of /yg/ 

between the stem and the theme vowel. /y~, therefore , appears 

as stem modifier in the second column of the tables . 

The stem ending /a-/ of these verbs present two variations 

in complewentary distribution , 

/a¢/ rv /ayg/ , 

according to the following rules : 

I B a~ J. 1 With verbs ending in /aer/ the stem ending /a/ 
appears only before a following /e/ or /i/ . No stem modifier 
is required , as indicated by /¢/ in the stem modifier column. 

E. g . traer /traer/ (' t o bring ') 

Present lnd., 2nd person sg , ~raer /tra r ', e tc. 

1st person pl, traemos /tra~mos/, etc . 

Imperative , 2nd person sg , trae /tr~e/ , etc. 

I B a . J. 1 When the stem ending /a/ of /aer/ verbs is 
followed by /o/ or /a/, then a stem modifier ls used as indicated 
by /yg/ in the stem modifier column. 

E. g . ~ /kaer/ ('to fall down •) 

Present indicative , 1st person sg , cal go /k~ygo/ 

Present subjunctive, 1st person sg , cal s;a /k~yga/, etc . 

But s Present ind ., 2nd person sg , ~ /k~es/, etc. 
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The distribution of /¢/ and /yg/ in the stem modifier slot 

is shown in chart form in tables 14, 15 , and 16 below. 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

2nd 

2nd 

Present indicative forms for /-er/ verbs 
with /¢/ and /yg/ as stem modifiers 

in complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v .. TI•lS PN 
Mod. Vowel f>iod . Narker Marker 

p . s. k~ yg e 0 ¢1 pl 

p . s. k~ ¢ e ¢ -~\ s 

p . s . k~ ¢ e ¢ ¢1 PJ 

P oPe ka ¢ e ¢ ¢10 mos 

p .. p. ka ¢ e ¢ ¢10 ys 

p.p. k~ ¢ e ¢ ¢1 n 

Table 14 

Present sub junctive f orms for /-er/ verbs 
ivi th /yg/ as stem modifier 

p.s. 

p.s . 

p.s. 

p.p . 

p.p. 

p . p . 

p . s. 

p . p . 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 

k~ yg e A ¢2 pl 

k~ yg e A ¢2 s 

k~ yg e A ¢2 P .... 
.J 

ka yg e A ¢20 mos 

ka yg e A ¢20 ys 

k~ yg e A ¢2 ,n 

Table 15 

I mperative forms for /-er/ verbs 
with /¢/as stem modi f ier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel I>lod . l\'larker Iriarker 

k~ ¢ e ¢ ¢3 p 2 

ka ¢ e ¢ ¢_3_0 d 

Table 16 

~ 

Verb 
Form 

k~ygo 
I 
1 k~es 

k~e 

I 
l ka~mos 
I 
1 ka~ys 
t 

k~en 

Verb 
Form 
k~yga 

k~ygas 

k~yga 

kayg~mos 

kayg~ys 

k~ygan 

Verb 
Form 

kcie 

ka~d 
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The epenthesis of /y/ can be of two kindsa 

a) At the end of the stem with all /-ir/ verbs whose 

stem ends in /u/ , and 

b) In the middle of the stem with /-ar/ , /-er/, or 

/-ir/ verbs whos e vowel of the final syllable of 

the stem i s an /e/.
9 

The epenthetic /y/ in the 

middle of the stem will be studied in group B b 

below. 

I B a. 4 Elongation of the stem by the palatral /y/ 

The epenthetic element /y/ appears only in -ir verbs at 

the end of the stem and never in ~ or ~ verbs. 

All /-uir/ v erbs show epenthesis of /y/ between the stem 

and the theme vowel. /y/, therefore , appears as STEM MODIFIER 

in the second column of the tables. 

The stem ending of these verbs in the present tense 

presents two variations in complementary distribution , /u¢/rV 

/uy/, according to the following rulesa 

I B a. e . 1 Only /i/ can follow the stem ending /u/. No 
stem modifier is required , as indicated by 1¢1 in the stem 
modifier column , when the stem is followed by /i/. 

E. g., distribuir /distribu!r/ ('to distribute ') 

Present ind ., 1st person pl , distribuimos /distribu!mos/ 

Imperative, 

2nd person pl, distribufs 

2nd person pl, distribuid 

/distribu!ys/ 

/distribu d/ 

9verbs ending in ~· ~' and eir , therefore , are not 
included in this rule o 
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I B a. 4. 2 When the stem is followed by /e/ , /o/ , or 
/a/ then /y/ is used as stem modifier in the second column of 
the tables. 

E. g.,~ /u!r/ ('to escape ') 

Present ind. , lst person sg , huyo /~yo/ 

2nd person sg, huyes J~yes/ , etc . 

Present subj., 1st person sg , huya /~ya/ 

2nd person sg , huyas I yas/ , etc. 

The distribution of /~ and /y/ in the stem modifier slot 

is shown in chart form in tables 17 and 18 below. 

lst p.s. 

2nd p.s . 

3rd p.s . 

lst p. p. 

2nd p.p. 

3rd p.p. 

2nd p. s. 

2nd p.p. 

Present forms for - ir verbs with/¢/ 
and /y/ as stem-ffiodifiers in 

complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. l\1arker I-Iarter 

Present indicative 

influ y i 0 ¢1 pl 

influ y i E ¢1 s 

influ y i E ¢1 p3 

influ ¢ i ¢ ¢10 mos 

influ ¢ 1 ¢ ¢10 ys 

influ y 1 E ¢1 n 

Imperative 

influ y i E ¢3 p2 

influ ¢ 1 ¢ ¢30 d 

Table 17 

Verb 
Form 

infl yo 

inf ~yes 

infl~ye 

influ!mos 

influ!ys I 
I 

j lnfl~yen I 
I 

I 

infl ye I 
influ! d 



1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 
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Present subjunctive forms for -ir verbs 
with /y/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod , Vowel Mod . Marker Marker 

p.s . influ y i A jj2 pl 

p , s , influ y i A ¢2 s 

p . s . influ y i A ¢2 PJ 

p.p. influ y i A ¢20 mos 

p . p . in flu y 1 A ¢20 ys 

p .p. lnflu y i A ¢2 n 

·rable 18 

Verb 
Form 

lnf dya 

infll1yas 

infl ya 

lnfluy~mos 

influy~ys 

lnfl yan 

I B a . 5 Single and double epenthesis of /y/ and /yg/ 

The double epenthesis of /y/ and /yg/ appears only in 

/-l r / verbs and never in /-ar/ or /-er/ verbs.
10 

All /-ofr/ verbs show epenthesis of /y/ and /yg/ between 

the stem and the theme vowel . /y/ and /yg/ , therefore , appear 

as stem modifiers in the second column of the tables , 

I 
I 

I 

The stem ending /o-/ of these verbs presents three varia-

tior:s ln complementary distribution , 

/o/ ''-' /oy/ ·"-" /oyg/, 

according to the following rules ~ 

I E a . 5. 1 The front vowel /1/ is the only vowel that 
can follow the stem ending /o/ in these Spanish verbs, /o/ , 
therefore, appears as /o/ before /1/ as indicated by 1¢1 ln 
the stem modifier column . 

10Epenthesis of /yg/ has been covered in I B a. J, and 
epenthe&ls of /y/ has been covered in I n ao 4 . 
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E. g . oir /ofr/ ( ' to hear • ) 

Present ind., lst person pl, ofmos /o!mos/ 

Imperative, 

2nd person pl , ois 

2nd person pl , ofd 

/o!ys/ 

/o d/ 

I B a. 5. 2 The stem ending /o/ appears as /oy/ when 
it s followed by /e/ . /y/, therefore , appears in the stem 
modifier column. 

E. g. oir /o! r/ 

Preser.t ind ., 2nd person sg , oyes /oyes/ , etc. 

Imperative, 2nd person sg , oye /!Jye/ 

I B a. 5. 3 The stem final /o/ appears as /oyg/ when 
it is ollowed by /o/ or /a/ . /yg/ , therefore , appears n 
the stem modifier column. 

E. g . oir /o!r/ 

Present ind ., 1st person sg , oigo / oygo/ 

Present subj., 1st person sg , oiga I yga/, etc . 

The distribution of /¢/, /y/, and /yg/ in the stem 

modifier slot is sho~m in chart form n tables 19 , 20 and 21. 

below. 

lst 

2nd 

Jrd 

lst 

2nd 

Jrd 

Present indicative forms for /-ir/ verbs with 
1¢/, /y/, and /yg/ as stem modifiers in 

complementary distribut on 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v • TMS PI~ Verb 
Mod . Vow·el Hod. r~arker l!larker Form 

p . s . 6 yg 1 0 ¢ pl !Jygo 

p.s . 6 y 1 E 1\ s oyes 

p . s . 0 y 1 E ¢ PJ loye 

p.p. 0 ¢ i ¢ .k\o mos 0 ruos 

p.p. tl yJ ..1. ¢ .0 0 Y3 0 .)' .~ 

p.p . 6 i "' .L• 0, n l)yt:n 
. . l 

Table 19 



st 

2nd 

jrd 

1st 

I 2nd I 
I 

I 

Jrd 
I 

I 
I 2nd 

2nd 

p.s. 

p.s. 

p . s e 

p.p . 

p .p. 

p . p . 

p . s . 

p .p. 
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Presf;n:~ su.bjuncL' ,JG .~urrn~-:; for· /-i.t-/ VEa·b~ 
with /yg/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS Pr~ 

Hod . Vowel Hod . Na.rker f-1arker 

0 yg 1 A ¢ 2 pl 

• yg 1 A ¢ 2 .~ lJ ·~ 

6 YL i A ¢2 PJ 

0 yo;: 
~-

i A ¢ 20 mos 

0 yg i A ¢20 ys 

0 yg 1 A ¢,., 
in c.. ---TabJe 20 

Imperative forms for /-ir/ verbs with 
1¢1 and /y/ as stem wod:.fiers n 

complementary di stribution 
-Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 

Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 

0 y i E ¢3 p2 

0 ¢ 1 ¢ ¢,:l0 d 

•rable 21 

7erb 
Porm 

yga 

oygas 

<'Sygf:i 

6yg rnos 

oyg~ys 

oygan 

Verb 
Form 

oye 

o! d 

I B b Verbs with stem-medial epenthesis of /y/ 

The epenthetic /y/ wltbin the tern often appes.rs with ~~ 

.::.!2.!• and=..!..!. verbs when final vowel of the stem is /e/. 

The criterion of regular~zat i on provided by the last two 

syllables is now only partial ly convinc n6 . Three types of 

verbs are listed according to the effectiveness of the :rule: 

a ) Verbs alwa ys regulable by thei r end ngs; e.g. temblar 
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/tembl,r/ ('to tremble') and all verbs ending in 

/embl,r/. From /tembl,r/ comes tiemblo /ty~mblo/. 

b) Verbs regulable by their endings, but with excep­

tions; e. g. tender /tend~r/ ('to stretch out, to 

expand') with the only exception of pretender 

/pretend~r/ ('to seek for, to claim'). From /ten­

d~r/ comes tiendo /ty~ndo/ while from /pretend~r/ 

comes pretendo /pret&ndo/. 

c) Verbs which escape phonological regularization; 

e. go sementar /sement,r/ ('to seed'), and cementar 

/Qementar/ ('the action of heating a metal and a 

powdered material to p~ovoke a chemical re~ction, 

e. g. iron and coal to produce steel'). From /se-

ment,r/ comes semiento /semy~nto/ while from /Qe­

mentar/ comes cemento /Qem~nto/. 

Except as noted in b) and c) below, all Spanish verbs 

with the following endings list into group (a) and consistent­

ly show epenthesis of /y/ before the stem final vowel /e/. 

/ye/, therefore, appears as a stem modifier in the second 

column of the tables• 
11 

a) Verbs regulable in all instances; 

~ ending 

-neblar aneblar 

Examples 

/anebl~r/ ('to cloud') 

11stem and stem ending are sometimes coterminus in 
this study. 
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~ending Examples 

-pedrar /-pedr~r/ empedrar /empedrLtr/ ( ' t o pave •) 

cegar /QegLtr/ cegar /QegLtr/ ( • to grow 
blind • ) 

fregar /freg§.r/ fregar /fregar/ ('to rub ') 

plegar /pleg§.r/ plegar /p eg~r/ ( • to fold ') 

segar /segLtr/ segar /seg r/ 
mow • ) 

( • to reap , to 

bel dar /beld r/ bel dar /beld r/ ( • to w nnow ' 

-emblar / - embl§.r/ temblar /tembl§.r/ (to tremble ' ) 

semb1mr /sembr§.r/ sembrar /sembr~r/ (to sow , to 
desseminate ') 

-cendar /QendLtr/ hacendar /aQend§.r/ ( • to make over 
the property of an estate ' ) 

- endir /-end! r/ hendir /end r/ ( ' to chink ' ) 

-lendrar /~ndr§.r/ deslendrar /deslendrar/ ( • to clear the 
hair of nits ' ) 

-armentar /-armentar/ sarmentar /sarmentar/ (•to gather 
pruned wine-shoots •) 

c:tmentar /Qiment~r cimentar /~imentar/ (' to lay a 
foundation •) 

-gimentar ,Lxlmentar/ regimen tar /reximenta r/ ( • to organize 
troops ' ) 

-grentar /-grentLtr/ ensangren~/ensangrentar/ ( • to stain with 
blood • ) 

-pi men tar /-pimentar/ salpimentar /salpimentar/ ( ' to season with 
pepper and salt ') 

-lenzar /-lenQ r / enlenzar /enlenQar/ (' to strengthen 
a piece of fabric ' ) 

- menzar /-menQ r/ comenzar /komenQar/ ( • to beg1 n ' ) 

-erver /-erb~r/ he rver /erb~r/ ( • to boll ' ) 

- erder /-erd~r/ perde,r /perd~r/ ( ' to lose ' ) 

-~ /-er r/ guerer /ker~r/ ( ' to wish • ) 

-bernar /-bernar/ 12:obernar /gobernar/ ( • to govern • ) 

-vernar /-bern r/ invernar I mbernar/ ( • to winter • ) 

-fernar /-fernar/ infernar /infernar/ ( • damn ') 
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~ ending Examples 

-erner /-ern~r/ cerner /Qern r/ ( • to bolt ') 

-ernir /-ern! r/ discernir /disGci:n! r/ ( • to discern ' ) 

serrar /ser~r/ serrar /ser r/ ( • to saw• ) 

-cert;ar /-Qertar/ acertar / aQertar/ ( • to guess , to 
hit by chance ') 

- :12ertar /-pert~r/ deseertar /despertar/ ('to awake •) 

- erter /-ert~r/ verter /bert~r/ { • to pour out ') 

-travesar /-trabes r/ atravesar /atrabesar/ ( • to run 
through •) 

-d.estrar / - destrar/ adestrar /adestr~r/ ( • to lead , to 
train ') 

nevar /nebar/ nevar /nebar/ ( • to snow• ) 

- 12 ezar /-peQar/ em12eza.r /empeQ r/ ( • to begin ' 

dezmar /deQmar/ dezmar /deQm r/ ( • to decimate • ) 

b) Verbs regulabl e with exceptions; 

~ endi_n 

guebrar /kebrar/ 

-~ /-ed~r/ 

negar /negar/ 

regar /regar/ 

-tregar /-tregar/ 

-membrar /-membrar/ 

tender /tend~r/ 

Example and exceptions 

e. g. guebrar /kebrar/ (' to break ') 
except a guebrarse /akebrarse/ ( ' to chap ') 
e. g . heder /ed~r/ {' to stink ') 
except when preceded by /Q/ as in ceder 
/Qed~r/ (' to grant ') 
e. g . negar /negar/ ('to deny ') 
except when preceded by /a/ as in anegar 
/anegar/ ('to inundate ') 
e. g . regar /regar/ (' to irrigate , to 
water 
except aborregarse / aboregarse/ ( ' to be 
covered with light, fleecy clouds a said 
of the sky and 
esborregar /esboregar/ ( to slip and fall ') 
e . g . restregar /restregar/ ( ' to rub ') 
except entregar /entregar/ ( ' to deliver ' ) 
e . g . desmembrar /desmembrar/ (' to dis­
member • 
except remembrar /remembr r/ ( • to reman.ber' ') 
e. g . tender /tend~r/ {' to stretch out •) 
except pretender /pretend~r/ ('to pretend'} 



Verb endi ng 

-len tar 

-ventar 

- centar 

sen tar 

-pernar 

err ar 

- bertar 

-fesar 

- festar 

- pre tar 

/-lentar/ 

/ - bentar/ 

/-Qentar/ 

/senti:'[r/ 

/ - pernar/ 

/erar/ 

/-berta r / 

/ - fesar/ 

/ - festar/ 

/pretar/ 
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example and exceptions 

e . g . alentar /alentar/ ~to animate ' ) 
except insolentar /insolentar/ (' to make 
bold ') 
e . g . reventar /reventi:'[r/ ( ' to burst ') 
except inventar / imbentar/ ( 0 to invent ' ) and 
solventar / solbentar/ (' to settle debts ') 
e . g . acrecentar / acreQentar/ ('to inct'ES.se') 
except adecentar / adeQent a r / (' to render 
decent ') 
e . g . sentar / sentar/ (' to seat down ' ) 
except aposentar / aposenta r/ (' to lodge ' ) 
ausentarse / ausenti:'[rse/ (' to absent 
oneself ') 
desaposentar /desaposentar/ ( ' to turn one 
out of his lodgings ') 
representar /representar/ (' to r epr e s ent ') 
e. g . a pernar /apernar/ (' to seize by 
the ham or leg •) 
except empernar / empernar/ (' to nail ') 
e . go errar / erar/ (' to commit errors •) 

herrar / erar/ (' to shoe horses ') 
except acerrar / a Qera r / (' to grasp ') 
desbecerrar / desbeQerar/ (~ to wean young 
an~mal ' ) and sometimes 
aferrar /afera r/ ( 0 to grasp , to grapplE!) and 
aterrar /aterar/ ( ' to terrify ') 
e . g . encubertar /enkubertar/ (' t o over­
spread with a covering of cloth ') 
except l ibertar / libertar/ (' to free ') 
e. g . confesar /konfesa r / (' to confess ') 
except prof esar /prof esa r / (' to profess ') 
e . g . manifestar /manlfestar/ (' to 
manifest •) 
except infestar /infesta r / (• to inf e s t ' ) 
e . g . apretar /apretar/ (• to tighten ') 
excep t interpreta r / interpreta r/ (' t o 
interpret • ) 

c ) Verbs whi ch escape phonologi cal regulari zation ; 

Verb ending 

-ebrar / ebr r/ 

Verbs in which 
/e/ > /y~/ 

alebrarse /alebrarse/ 

Verbs in which 
/ e/ rema i ns / e/ 

celebrar / Qelebrar/ 
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Verb ending verbs in WhiCh verbs in which 
lei > IY I le'f 'remains lei -

melar lmel~r/ melar lmel~rl 
desmelar ldesmel~rl amelar lamel~rl 
enmelar lenmelarl camelar lkamelarl 
aguamelar laguamel~r/ 

-~ ).elarl helar lel~rl biselar lbisel~rl 
deshelar ldeselarl abiselar labisel~rl 

celar IQel~rl 

-engar /-engar/ derrengar lderengarl rengar lrengarl 

-ensar /-ens~r/ :12ensar lpensarl dis:12ensar /dispensarl 
re:12ensar /repensarl re comrens:~r /r~ompensi-I 
incensar /inQensar/ censar /Qensar/ 

acensar laQensarl 

-ervar /-erbarl observar lobserba:r/ a nd 
all ervar ending verbs 

-erbar /erbarl her bar /erbarl 
desherbar ldeserbar/ 
and all erbar ending 
verbs 

-ender /-end~rl hender lender I 
rehender /reend~r re12render lreprend~rl 
entrehender I entreender/ re12rehender lrepreendfut 

-entar /-entarl den tar /den tar I accidentar lakOidentarl 
end en tar lendentarl 
desdentar ldesd.entarl 
semen tar l s ementarl cementar /Oement~r/ 
men tar /ment~rl cornentar lkomentarl 

dementar /dementarl 

em:12arentar lemparentarl a:12arentar /aparent rl 
tzasoarentar /trasp:lrenu:!!i 

ten tar /ten tar/ contentar /kontent~r/ 
detentar ldetentar/ 
intentar /intentarl 

at en tar /atentar/ a ten tar /atentarl 

herventar /erbent~rl solventar / s lbentar/ 
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Verb ending Verbs in which Verbs in which 
/e/ > /y~/ /e/ remains /e/ 

errar /er!r/ aferrar /aferl.r/ aferrar /aferl.r/ 

aterrar /aterl.r/ aterrar /ater&.r/ 

-~ 1-eslr/ entesar /entesl.r/ tesar /tesl.r/ 
atesar /atesl.r/ retesar /retesl.r/ 

atesar /atesl.r/ 

estar /estl.r/ enhestar /enestl.r/ amonestar /amonest&r/ 
inhestar /inestl.r/ funestar /funestl.r/ 

hones tar /onestl.r/ 

asestar /asestl.r/ asestar /asestl.r/ 

testar /testl.r/ 
desatestar /desatestl.r/ 

ate star /atestl.r/ ate star /atestl.r/ 

The /e/ of the stem endings listed in a), b), and c) 

(not including exceptions} presents two variations in 

complementary distribution, 

/e/ rv /y~/, 

according to the following rulesa 

I B b. 1 The /e/ of the foregoir~ stem endings always 
appears as /e/ w1 th ATONIC STEM FORMS. /~/, therefore, appears 
as a stem modifier in the second column of the tables. 

E. go acertar /aOertl.r/ ( ' to guess ') 

12According to the distribution of the stress, forms are 
classified into TONIC STEM FORMS and ATONIC STEM FORMS. In his 
Manual~ graml.tica histc5rica (Madrid , 1966), p. 274, Men~ndez 
Pidal terms these forms FORMAS VARIABLES FUERTES and FORMAS 
VARIABLES DEBILES respectively . A tonic stem form carries the 
stress on the stem. With atonic stem forms, the stress is either 
on the theme vowel or on the tense-mood-stress markero We are 
keeping the distinction between stem and ' complete stem'. (see 
p. 1, foot-note 2 , p. 12, and foot-note 4 on the same page 12~. 
A stressed theme vowel is a tonic •complete stem• but it is an 
atonic stem. 
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Present ind. , 1st person pl . acertamos /aGert~mos/ 

2nd erson pl . 
~ 

acertai s /aOert ys/ 

Presen t sub j. , 1st person pl . acertemos /aOert~mos/ 

2nd person pl. acertels /HOert~ys/ 

Imperative , 2nd person pl . acer tad /aOertad/ 

T B b . 2 The /e/ of the preceding stem endings appears 
as /ye/ wl th T Ol\JIC STEM FOHNS . /ye/ , t herefore , a ppears as a 
stem modifier n the second column of the table. 

E. .::.. • ascende_r: /asQend~r/ ( • to ascend •) 

Present l nd. ' lst persoJJ 35 · ascieullu /a . ~ Q y end c./ 

2f!~ 1,er::;o11 St... . ascie.11des /asGy~rJdes/. et\~ . 

Present dULj • , 1 -::>t Jerson sg . asGlenda j;;;. .~ Q:; enJG./ 

2n· peT.suu a s c!. t:ll.~ 
I 

C.re 11 "l~/, - . -.>.:::.,. < ~ L• 

s 1 o ; 1 s sho•·m ln chart form in table 22 below . 

1st 

2nd 

Jld 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

P~"es8t'd; f'or,os for all /-ar/ , /-er/, aud /-1r/ 
verbs Ni th /¢;' antl /ye/ ;.;. ,:; ::; t.ew n.od lfi e1·s 

in cumpJ.an.eni.arJ d s l;r.i :_;, t;; .) -

~)t:! J :-:te,a Tl'1ewe 1'h eme TT v • 'l' NS PN Veru 
f:'"<..1d . vo~.\Tcl Hcd . r.~arker Harker Fuc1u 

Pl·e .->ettt ind catl1r 
·--.-..--~---

p . s . a Gert ye a 0 ¢1 pl aGyerto 

p . s . aGert ye a ¢ ¢1 s a Gy rta s 

1> • ~3 . a Gert ye a ¢ ¢1 p< aGy~rta. 
..! 

p . p . oGert ¢ a ¢ ¢10 mos a.Gertamos 

p . p . aGert ¢ a ¢ ¢10 ys a Gertay s 

p . p. e Gert ye a. ¢ ¢1 n a Gy E"rt.an 

l'able 22 



52 

Table 22 (continuation ) 

1st. 

2nd 

Jrd 

lst 

2nd 

Jrd 

2nd 

?nd 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod . Vowel I~od. Marker f.1arker Form 

Present subj unctive 

p.s. aOert ye a E ¢2 pl aQy~rte 

p . s . a Qert ye a E ¢2 s aQyertes 

p . s . a Qert ye a E ¢2 p3 aOyerte 

p . p. aQert ¢ a E ¢20 mos aQertemos 

p . p . aQert ¢ a E ¢20 ys aOert eys 

p . p . aQert ye a E ¢2 n a Qy rten 

I mperative 

p.s. a Qert ye a ¢ ¢3 p2 aOyerta 

p . s . a Qert ¢ a ¢ ¢30 d aOertad 

Table 22 

B c. Elonge.tion of stem by epent1esls of /g/ and stem­
medial epenthesis of /y/ ln vomplementary d str Lut on 

Ho /-ar/ ver1; 3hows elo1.6ation of the stem by addine._ /g/ 

and middle epenthesis of /y/ . 

Al1 Spanish ve . .cbs ending in 

ener /en~r/ e . g . tener / tener/ ( ' to have ' ) and 
enir /en! r / e . g . ven r / ben! r/ ( ' to come ' ) 

shov'l t!n·ee steta variation from the /-er / and /-ir/ ree:ula:r rnuciels , 

/en/ rv I eng/ .--v I y n/ , 

according t o the following rules , in complementary distribution : 

I B c. l o The stems or stem endings /ten- / and /ben-/ 
appear always befo re stressed /e/, or / 1 / . 
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Example a) tener /ten~r/ ('to have ') 

Present ind., 1st person pl . tenemos /ten~mos/ 

2nd person pl. tenei s /teneys/ 

Imperative, 2nd person pl. tened /ten~d/ 

Example b) venir /ben!r/ (' to come •) 

Present lnd. , 1st person pl . venimos /ben!mos/ 

2nd person pl. ven!s /ben!ys/ 

Imperative, 2nd person pl. venid /ben d/ 

I B Co 2. All stem or stem endings /ten-/ and /ben-/ 
become the complete form or lmperative , second person singular 
by dropping the final /e/. J 

Thus, Imperative, 2nd person sg. ~ /ten/ from tener and 

3!.§1 /ben/ from ven1r 

I B c. J. The stems or stem endings ten- /ten-/ and ven­
/ben-/ appear as tien- /tyen-/ and vien- /by~n-/ with tonic­
stems followed by unstressed /e/. 

Example a) /ten~r/ 

Present ind., 2nd person sg . tienes /tyenes/ 

Jrd person sg . tiene /tyene/ 

Jrd person pl. tienen /tyenen/ 

Example b ) /ben!r/ 

Present ind. , 2nd person sg. vieues /byenes/ 

Jrd person sg. viene /byene/ 

Jrd per con pl . vienen /byenen/ 

lJ~ and ~ are regular forms , except for the dropping 
of the final /e/. The imperative plural is always regular. There 
are, however , three irregularities in the imperative singular , 
namely 

He /e/ from haber /aber/ ('to have •) 
di /di/ from decir /deQ!r/ ('to say ') and 
be /be/ from ir /¢!r/ ( ' to go '). 

Except for these three irregularities , t he imperative :ts either 
regular or the stem becomes the complete form (see I B··a. 2. J, p. J6). 
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J B C 8 4 Tonic or atonic stems or stem endi~/ten-/ and 
/ben-/ cannot appear before a following /o/ or /a/ , /g/, there­
fore , is added between the stem and the affixes . 

Example a) /ten~r/ 

Present ind ., 1st person sg . tengo /tengo/ 

Present subjo , lst person sg. tenga /t~nga/, etc . 

lst person pl . tengamos /teng&mos/, etc. 

Example b) / ben! r/ 

Present ind. , lst person sg. vengo /b~ngo/ . 

Present subj., lst pe son sg , venga /b~nga/, etc. 

1st person pl. vengamos /beng&mos/, et. 

Thirty- one verbs , according to my accoun~ follow the /ten r/ 

and /ben! r/ paradigms. 

The distribution of 1¢/, /g/, and /ye/ n the stem 

modifier slot is shown in chart form in the following table. 

lst 

2nd 

Jrd 

lst 

2nd 

J r d 

Present indicative for all /-er/ or /-ir/ verbs 
with/¢/, /g/ and /ye/ as stem modifiers 

in complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. 'l'MS PN Verb 
Mod . Vowel l\1od . Marker Marker Form 

p.s. ten g e 0 ¢1 p l ten go 

p . se ten ye e ¢ ¢1 s ty~nes 

p.s. ten ye e ¢ ¢1 PJ tyene 

p . p. ten ¢ e ¢ ¢10 mos tenemos 

p.p . ten ¢ e ¢ ¢10 ys ten~ys 

p . p . ten ye e ¢ ¢1 n tyenen 

Table 2J 

I 
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Present subjunctive f orms of verbs ending in /-en~r/ and 

/-eni r / follow the paradigms presented on page 37 , Tabl e 1 2 . 

Imperative forms of verbs ending in /-en~r/ also follow 

the paradigm presented on page 37 , ~abl e 13 . 

Imperative forms for verbs ending in /eni r/ with 
1¢1 stem modifi er and ¢ and / X/ as theme vowel 

modifier in complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. 'I'MS PN Verb 
Nod . Vowel Mod . Marker Marker Form 

2nd_ p . s . ben ¢ 1 X ¢3 p 2 ben 

2nd p . p . ben ¢ 1 ¢ ¢JO d benld 

Table 24 

I B d Verbs with replacement of /o/ by /we/ within 
t he stem 

The r eplacement of /o/ by /we/ in the middle of the stem 

often appears with /-ar/ and / - er/ verbs when the stem final 

vowel is an /o/. 'Ehe replacement of /o/ by /we/ in/- r/ 

verbs will be analized and regulated later on paragraph I B g . 

Three groups of verb endings and examples follow: 

a) Verbs alvrays regulable by their endings ; e . g . poder 

14 /pod~r/ (' to be able ' ) and all oder /od r/ verbs. 

b ) Verb regulable by their endings , with exceptions , 

e . g . avergonzar /abergonQ~r/ ( ' to shame ' ) and 

14I n all oder /od~r/ listed verbs in the dictionary the 
/o/ is replaced~/we/ according to these rules . Joder /xod~r/ , 
hov1ever , a "curse word " very popular which means fastidiar ( • to 
disgust , to loathe ' ) is a comer- paradigm verb. 
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desgonzar /desgonQar / ( ' to disjoint•). 

From /abergonQaf/ comes averp:iienzo /abergwenQo/ V>rhile 

from /desgonQar/ comes desgonzo /desgonQo/ 

c ) Verbs which escape phonological regularization , e , g . 

trastocar /trastokar/ ( ' to overthrow' ) and de s tocar 

/destokar/ ( ' to uncover the head '). 

From /trastoka r/ comes trastueco /trastw~ko/ while 

from /destokar/ comes destoco /des toko/ . 

Except as noted in b) and c) below, all Spanish verbs 

with the folloNing endings undergo replacement of /o/ by /we/ 

within the stem. /we/ , therefore , appears as a stem modifier 

in the second column of the tables , 

a) Verbs regulable n all instances; 

Verb ending Example 

oro bar /pro bar/ oro bar /prob~r/ ( ' to try , to prove' 

-~ /-ob r/ mover /mob~r/ ( • to move •) 

-moblar /-mobl r/ amoblar /amoblar/ {' to furnish •) 

noblar /poblar/ poblar /poblar/ ( ' to people ') 

clocar /klokar/ clocar /ldokar/ (' t o cluck ') 

trocar / t rokar/ troca:r / t r okar/ ( • to trade ') 

-flo car /-flokar/ desflocar /desf lok r/ ( • to ringe out ') 

cocer /koQ~r/ cocer /ko~~r/ (' to boil, to cook ') 

rodar /rodar/ rodar /rod r / ( • to roll ') 

-£ill /-od r/ poder /pod~r/ ('to be able , can ') 
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dolar /dolar/ dolar 

-unolar /-unolar/ abunolar 
' ' 

volcar /bolkar/ volcar 

sol dar /soldar/ sol dar 

-goJdar /-goldar/ res;oldar 

-~ /-oler/ moler 

-ols;ar /-olgar/ col gar 

sol tar /sol tar/ sol tar 

-olver /-olber/ envolver 

hollar /olar/ 
v 

hollar 

-egollar /-egolar/ 
v 

degollar 

- sollar /-solar/ 
v 

resollar 

con tar /kontar/ con tar 

-ontrar /-ontrar/ encontrar 

- /sonar/ sonar ... sonar 

-cordar /-kordar/ -recordar 

-order /-order/ morder 

-cornar /-kornar/ descornar 

-tor tar /-tortar/ entortar 

-morzar /-morQar/ almorzar 

-orcer /-orQer/ torcer 

-s;rosar /-grosar/ engrosar 

15only hollar and rehollar 
/o~ar/ preceded by /s/ (/so!~r/) 
here . /olar/ ending preceded by 
are treated below in c). 

l6Emponzonar /emponQofiar/ 

/dolar/ (•to smooth , to plane • ) 

/abunolar/ ('to make something 
in tte shape of a fritter •) 
/bolkar/ (' to upset ') 

/sold r/ { • to &older •) 

/rego dar/ ('to belch, to eruct ' ) 

/moler/ 

/kolgar/ 

/sol tar/ 

( • to grind • ) 

('to hang ' ) 

( • to untie ') 

/embolber/ (' to inwrap ') 

/olar/ 
\.1 

L5 ( ' to tread upon ') 

/degolar/ (' to behead ') v 

/resolar/ {' to respire •) 
" 

/kontar/ ('to count ' ) 

/enkontrar/{'to find ') 

/sonar/ 
16 

( • to dream • ) 

/recordari {' to recall') 

/mord~r/ ( • to bite • ) 

/deskornaii (' to cut orknock 
off the horns ') 
/entortar/ (• to pull out an 
eye ' ) 
AUmorQar/ ('to breakfast • ) 

/torQ r/ ( • to twist •) 

/engrosar/ ( ' to make a thing 
fat • ) 

{prefixed hollar) form this group . 
and /eg/ {/egolar/) are considered 
/k/ {/kolar/) and /f/ {/folar/) 

v v 

is an ~-paradigm verb. 
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-costar /-kost~r/ costar /kos~r/ ( • to cost • ) 

-no star /-nost~r/ denostar /denost~r/ ( • to revile , to 
insult ' ) 

to star /to star/ to star /tostar/ ( • to toast •) 

mostrar /mostrar/ mostrar /mostr r/ ( • to show•) 

b) Verbs regulable with excepttons; 

Verb ending Examples ~ exceptions 

-zolar 

solar 

-jolar 

-longar 

-gonzar 

-porcar 

forzar 

~olar/ e. g. 

except 

/solar/ e . g . 
except 

/-xolar/ e. g. 

except 

/-longar/ e. g . 
except 

/-gonQar/ e. g. 
except 

/-porkar/ e . g. 

except 

/forQar/ e. g. 
except 

azolar I aQolar/ ( • to shape v.ri th an 
adze • ) 
estozolar /e stoQol~r/ (stroke or 
blow on the neck 
solar /solar/ ( • to floo r a room ' ) 
acrisolar (or crisolar) /krisolar/ 
{• to assay metals ' ) 
insolar /insolar/ ( ' to insolate • ) and 
sometimes asolar /asolar/ ( • to 
devastate • ) 
desmajolar / desmaxolar/ ( 0 to pull up 
vines by the roots ' ) 
man,iolar /manxolar/ ( • to carry a hawk 
in the hand, in a basket or a cage ' ) 
alongar /alongar/ ( ' to lenthen • ) 
perlongar /perlongar/ (' to coast, 
to sail along the coast •) 
prolongar /prolongar/ ( ' to prolong ' ) 
avergonzar /abergonQar/ ( ' to shame • ) 
desgonzar /desgonQar/ ( ' to separate • ) 
emporcar /emporkar/ ( ' to soil, to 
dirty • ) 
aporcar /aporkar/ ( ' to cover plants 
with eart h , to hill plants • ) and 
desaporcar /desaporkar/ ( ' to discover 
plants • • • •) 
forzar /forQ~r/ ( • to force • ) 
alforzar /alforQar/ ( ' to make tucks 
in clothes ') 

c) Verbs which escape phonological regularization 

Verb ending Verbs in which Verbs in which 
/o/ > /w~/ /o/ remains / o/ 

-rocar /-Fok r/ enrocar /enrokar/ enrocar /enroka r/ 
derrocar /derok~r/ derrocar /derokar/ 



Verb ending 

tocar /tok~r/ 

rogar 
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Verbs in which 
/o/ ----7 / we/ 

trastocar /trastok~r/ 

rogar /rogar/ 

- molar I -mol~:r;/ amol ar 
remola-c 

/amola r/ 
/remoJar/ 

colar /~ol r/ 

svlar /so1ar/ 

vuJar 
bolar 

/bol~r/ 
/bolar/ 

- colla1.· I -kolar/ 
o/ 

follar / folar/ 
v 

colar 
escolar 
trascole..r 
rccolar 

asola.r 

/kol~r/ 
/eskola r / 
/traskol~r/ 
/cekoHir/ 

/asol~r/ 

volar /bol,r/ 
:revolar /rebolar/ 
tr·i::is"Volar /trasboJ r/ 
so brevolar I so bre to - '/ 
c 1 r c unvolar I Q i r :kum1..c11!'r/ 

acollar 
de sa collar 
nercollar 
apercollar 
apescollar 
des collar 

follar 
afol l ar· 

/akol~r/ 
/desakol r/ 
/perkol~r/ 
/aperko1,~r/ 
/apesko:j,ar/ 
/deskolar/ 

'../ 

/fo:j,a r/ 
/afolar/ 

v 

sonar /son~r/ sonar I sotH~r/ 
a sonar 
con sonar 
unisonar 
disonar 
<.rlsnd1~t.nar· 

!
mal ~vlJb. t' 
}'(: ;301~ 

/a sonar/ 
/konsona r / 
/unl soru1.r:/ 
/dison&-r/ 
/ ~;raril:i.sutlill/ 

.I -t . I I 1 ~~~ ·J..J ;-(''1(...._;~~ .. 

. /-re sl, 1& 1·1.1 

Verbs in which 
/o/ remains /o/ 

tocar /toka r / 
destocar /destok~r/ 

arroga..r 
derogar 
erogar 
1nterr93jar 
irrogar 
prorroeer 
subrogar 
abrogar 

abemol ar 
inmo]_ar 
tremolar 

encolar 
descolar 

b..3o]ar 

desartolar 
enarbolar 
en~ tolar 
herbolar 
embolar 
arbolar 

/arogar/ 
/derog~r/ 
/erogar/ 
/1n tei'ogar/ 
/1rogar/ 
/proro~/ 
/subY.ogar/ 
/abrog r/ 

/abemola r/ 
/1nmoJ r/ 
/tremolar/ 

/enholar/ 
Ide sko ;/, etc • 

/des3rool&i 
/enarbollir/ 
/enerbola r/ 
/erbolar/ 
/embol x:/ 
/arbolar/ 

macollar /mako1ac/ 
escollar /esko1ar/ 
amacolla-c /amako~ar/ 

follar /fo .ar/ 
cach1fol1Br /ca ·lfola r/ 
errrp3rifo1J.8r /empertroi':1r I 

personarre /person ,...,ef 
awrsonarse /arer:-u•1rse/ 
aEisona..r /aplson~r/ 
artesonar /ar t~sorJ ·/ 
.Q.J_a.sq,r~ /b1ascn~1/ 



-fo1·a.r /-for~ c/ 

- ;..[() J•r:. ~-. ' -gore r/ 

-0orar /-kO l'~!'/ 

-to rG..r /-tor~r/ 

~ /osarl 

-uostar /-postar l 

-covar /-kobar/ 

novar /no ba r I 
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veros 
/o/ 

~~--- _...._.._...,. .. -.-. ... - .... -r-- ..... ..--

tronar 
L~ 

at:ronar 
re tror:ar· 

v..forar 
de;:afnrar 

a~'o1·a:c 

r.1eo.rar 

enco . .car 

at.21:.§£ 

de sosar 

a:Qostar 
re~Jst<::lr 

encovar 

/ 1 ,·r i lir / 
/ai.~.ronar/ 
/i:etron~r 

/afor~J./ 
/ de :>&fora1·/ 

/ a.ro r·a r·i 
• ~ " i , ... I / e:":l.::<;o; <.:1. .. 

;,~ukorar/ 

/ a tor r/ 

ldesosarl 

l aposta r / 
/ reposta r / 

/ enkoba :r/ 
des e:ncova- Ides enk:ii::Br/ 

renovar /renob rl 

s n ~·u: ch 
.cemalns I o/ 

~----- --------
£,n L 1'0l1F£ I en t.J'OlM/ 
d t::!;, i_.ronar /des tn1z / 

afol'&l.' 
perfor£l:, 

tl e .:;s.ncc.llat · 

atora.r 
doctorar 

~ 

a12ostar 
deSJ20Star 

COI'covar 
encorcovar 

novar 
nnovar 

/ d. e sa YJ.l<on~\i 

/a. to ra.c/ 
/dokto r a r / 

losar/ 

lapost~r/ 
ldespo.:. r/ 

/korkob~rl 
I enkorkoca:r/ 

lnoba r ' 
/innobar/ 

The l ol of stem endings Jisted in a ), b) , and c ) above 

(not including exceptions) p1·esents two variations in coruplemen-

tary distribution , 

I oj ,,..,_.~ lw~l , 

according to the f ol1ow1.ng rules; 

I B d. J The l ol of the fo regoing stem endings always 
appears as l ol with atonic stem form ~. 1¢1 , therefore , appears 
as a stem modifi er in the second column of the tables. 

E, ~ · contar lkont~rl (' to count ') 

Present ind., 1st person pJ , contamo s / kont mos/ 

2nd person pl , contai s lkontays/ 
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Present subj., 1st person pl , contemos /kont mos/ 

2nd person pl, cont is /kont ys/ 

Imperative , 2nd person pl , contad /kont~d/ 

I B d . 2 The /o/ of the foregoing stem endings appears 
as /w I w th tonic stem forms. /w / , therefore , appears as 
stem modifier in Lhe second coJumn of the tables. 

E.~ · poder /pod r/ ( • to be able ') 

P1·esent ind . , lst person sg , pu.edo /pw do/ 

2nd person sg , puedeG /pw des/ , etc . 

Present sub j. , 1st person sg , pueda /pw~da/ 

2nd person sg , pu.edas /pH~das/ , etc . 

Imperative , 2nd person sg , puede /pw de/ 

'l'he distribut i on of 1¢1 and /w~/ in the stem modifier 

slot s '"'ho-;,m in chart form in the fol owing table . 

1st 

?nd 

Jrd 

1 r;t 

2nd 

Jrd 

Present forms for all /-ar/ and /-er/ ver1;s 
with /~/ and /we/ as stem modlfiers ln 

complementary <listrjbution17 

Stem Stem Theme 'l'heme v. TNS PN 
Mod . Vov;el JIJ:od . Har'X r N&rker 

Present indicative 

p.8. kont we a 0 ¢1 pl 

p . s . kont 1-ve a ¢ ~ s 

p . s . kant ':.'ITe a ¢ -'\ PJ 

p . p . J.r.onl. ¢ a ¢ k\o mos 

p.p. kont ¢ a ¢ ¢10 ys 

p.p. kont we a ¢ ¢1 n 

Table 25 

Veru 
Form 

kw nto 

'kvl~nt&s 

kvl nta 

kontitmos 

kot1t~y s 

kw~ntan 

7Present indicative and imperative forms for /-ir/ verbs 
w1th /-¢-/ and /-we-/ as stem modifiers in complementary distribu­
tion will be treated in I B g below. 
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fable ?5 (continuation) 

Stem Stem Theme Theme Vo TNS PN Verb 
I1odo Vowel Nod o Marker Ivlarker Form 

Present sub j unctive 

1st p.s. kent we a E ¢2 pl kw~nte 

2nd p . s . konc l'ie a "M 

¢2 s kl'l ntes ,;:, 

Jrd p.s. kont we a E ¢2 PJ kw~nte 

1st p .p. kont ¢ a E ¢20 mos kont mos 

2nd p . p . kont ¢ a E ¢20 ys kont~y s 

Jrd p.p. kont we a E ¢2 n kw nten 

Imperative 

2nd p.so kont we a ¢ ¢3 p2 kw~nta 

2nd Po Po kont ¢ a ¢ ¢30 d kont d 

Table 25 

I B e . Replacement of /e/ by /1/ 

On y I -ir/ ve!'bs are affected by the replacement Jf the 

stem final /e/ by /1/ and t his replacement is never found in 

~ or ~ verhs o 

AJl ve r bs with the f ollowing endings undergo replacement 

of /e/ by /1/; /i/ , therefore , appears as a stem modifier i~ 

the second column of the tables: 

-~ /-eb!r/ e.g. concebir /konQeb! r / ( • t o conceive ' ) 

-~ /-ed! r/ e . g . :Qedir /ped!r/ ( • to ask 0
) 

-egir /-ex!r/ e . g . elegi r /elex r/ ('to choose ') 

-eg:]:!ir /-eg! r/ e .g. conseguir /konseg! r / (' to attain ') 

-eir /-e! r/ e.g . ~ /re! r / ( • to J augh ' ) 
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-emir /-em!r/ e . g . gemir /xem!r/ ( • to groan • 

,., /. 
-!ml:l: /-efi!r/ e . g . refiir /refi! r/ ( • to wrangle ') 

. 
erect •) 18 erguir /erg!r/ e . g. erguir /erg!r/ ( • to 

-enchir /-enc!r/ e . g . henchlr /enc!r/ ( • to fill up • ) 

-endir /-end!r/ e . g . rendir /rend!r/ ( • to subject ' ) 

servir /serb!r/ e . go servir /serb!r/ ( • to serve • )19 

-estir /-est! r/ e . g . vestir /best!r/ ( • to clothe ' ) 

-etir /-etir/ e . g . repetir /repet!r/ ( • to repeat • ) 

The stem ending of these verbs in the present tense presents 

two variations in complementary dlstribution 0 

/e/ .rv /i/ 

according to the following rules : 

I B e . 1. The /e/ of preceding stem endings appears 
only before /i/ in which case no stem modifier is needed, as 
indicated by /¢/ in the second column of the tables. 

E. g . reuetir /repet!r/ ( ' to repeat ') 

Present ind . , 1st person pl , re12etimos /repet!mos/ 

2nd person pl , re:12et! s /repet ys/ 

Imperative, 2nd person pl , re12etid /repet!d/ 

I Be . 2. Before /o/ , /e/ , or /a/ the stem final vowel 
/e/ is replaced by /i/. /1/, therefore, appears as stem 
modifier in the second column of the tabl es . 

E. g . pedir /ped!r/ ( ' to ask ' ) 

Present ind. , 1st person sg , ]21do 

2nd person sg, ]21des 

/pfdo/ 

/p des/ , etc . 

18verb ergui£ has other parallel forms such as I§rgo ~o/. 
19verb hervir is covered in part I £3 f below . 
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I B e . J. With verbs ending in e£r /e!r/ the variation 
/e/rv/1/ yield'"' to tvm utterances in free variatlon in the 
atonic stems of the present sub j unctive , as , for instance, 

friamos /friamos/-·v /fry mos/ from frefr /fre r/ ~ to fry ' ) 
fri~l s /friays/ v /fry ys/ 

This free variat on , however , is not reflected ln the spelling . 

The dist.r butlon of 1¢1 and I 1 / ln the stem modifler 

slot ls shown in chart forms in tables ?6 and 27 below. 

1st p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p.s . 

ls \.. p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrcl p . • 

2nd p . s . 

2nd p .p. 

1st p • ..:; . 

2nd I) • s • 

]rd. p . s. 

lst p . p . 
?.nd p.p. 

jrd p.p . 

Presen~ forms for/- r/ verbs with 
1¢1 and /1/ as stem moJ.lfler in 

comvJementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. 'l'M3 PN 
Mod . Vo;.;el Mod. r·:c. r~~el'\ "larker 

Present indicative 

ped 1 0 ¢1 p 

ped i 1 E ¢1 s 

ped i 1 E ¢1 PJ 

ped ¢ i ¢ .~'\ o mo ... 

ped ¢ i ¢ ¢10 ys 

ped 1 E ¢1 n 

Iruperatlve 

ped 1 E ¢3 p 2 

ped ¢ j ¢ ¢30 d 

'T'a'bJe ?.6 

Present ~ub j unctlve forms or /-lr/ 
verbb ~lth /1/ a~ stem modifier 

Stem Stem reheme 'rheme v. TMS PN 
Mod - Vowel r•;od. Marker f•1arker 

ped 1 i A ¢z pl 

ped 1 1 A ¢z s 

ped 1 A ¢ 2 p3 
ped. 1 A ¢ 20 mos 
ped 1 A ¢ 20 ys 

ped 1 A ¢2 n 

Table 27 

Verb 
Form 

lp! do 

p! des 

p:fde 

ped f mos 

ped ! s 

9 ! den 

p! de 

ped d 

Verb 
Form 
p!da 

p das 

p!da 

p da mos 
pid~ys 

p!dan 



I B fe Epenthesis of /y/ or replacement of /e/ by /1/ 

Only /-ir/ verbs are affected by epenthesis of /y/ or 

replacement of /e/ by I I and this replacement is never found 

in /-ar/ of /-er/ verbs . 

All verbs with the following endings show epenthesis of 

/y/ and replacement of /e/ by /1/. /ye/ or /1/ , therefore , 

appear as stem ruodiflero .in the second column of the tal>les: 

entir /ent!r/ e . g . mentir /ment!r/ ( ' to lie ' ) 
erir /er!r/ e . g . referir /refer!r/ ( ' to refer ') 
ertir /ert!r/ e. g . advertir /adve I ( ' to give notice ' ) 
ervir /erb! r/ e.g. hervir /erb! r/ ( ' to boil ' ) 20 

The stem endings of these verbs in the present tense ~how 

three variations in complementary distribution, 

I ent/ -v /y nt/ "-' /int/ 
/er/ 'V /yer/ tV /ir/ 
I ert/ /V /yert/ "'-' /irt/ 
I erb/ Fv /yerb/ ,-v /irb/ , 

according to the following rules a 

I B f . 1. The /e/ of stem endings /en~, /e~/, /ert/ , 
a.nd /erb/ appears only Hith atonic stems follo"Ned by /1/ . No 
stem modifier is required , as indicated by /¢/ in the second 
column of the tables . 

E. g . divertir /dibert r/ ( ' to amuse ' ) 

Present ind ., 1st person pl , divertimos /dibert!mos/ 

2nd person pl , divert!s 

Imperative, 2nd person pl, dlvertid 

/dibert!ys/ 

/dibert!d/ 

I B f. 2. The /-e-/ of the stem endings /ent/, /er/ , 
/ert/ , and /erb/ appears as /-ye/ w·lth tonic stem forms . /ye/ 
appears as stem modifier . 

20verb servir I serb 1'/ { • to set·v e ' ) 1tms t1·eated in part 
I 8 e above. 
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E. g. mentir /ment!r/ ( ' to lie ' ) 

Present lnd. , 1st person sg , miento /my~nto/ 

2nd person sg , mientes/my~ntes/, etc . 

I B J. The /-er/ of stem endings /ent-/, /er-/ , /ert/ , 
and /erb/ appears as /-i-/ in all other environments namely 
"rhen the stem is followed by /-a-/ . /i/ appears as stem :nxxli.fter. 

E. g. digerir /dixer!r/ (a to digest ' ) 

Present lnd. , lst person pl, digiramos /dixiramos/ 

2nd person pl, digirais /dixirays/21 

Present indicative and imperative forms of verbs treated 

here follow the paradigms presented on pages 51 and 52, Table 

22 except for the characteristic differences existing between 

/ - ar/ and /-ir/ verbs. 

The distribution of /i/ and /ye/ in the stem modifier 

slot 1s shown in chart form in the following table for /ent!r/, 

/erf r/ , /ert!r/ , and /erb!r/ verbs. 

lst 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

Present subjunctive forms for /-ir/ verbs 
with /1/ and /ye/ as a stem modifier 

in complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Hod . I"larker Marker 

p . s . sent ye 1 A ¢2 pl 

p.~ . sent ye i A ,02 s 

p.s. sent ye i A ¢2 PJ 

PoPe sent 1 i A ¢20 mas 

p .p. sent i 1 A ¢20 "jTS 

p.p . sent ye 1 A ¢') 
t. 

n 

Table 28 

Verb 
Form 

sy~nta 

sy~ntas 

sy~nta 

slntamo s 

s1ntays 

syentan 

21This alteration appears in the present subjunctive , but 
it does not come from the present indicative . 
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I B g Repll:lcemen L; of I o/ Ly I •ve/ or /u./ 

Only /-ir/ verbs are affe cted by the replacement of the 

stem final /o/ by /we/ and /u/. This replacement is never 

found in /-ar/ verbs . 

All verbs v-ri th the following endings undergo replacement 

of /o/ by /w~/ and /u/. /w~/ and /u/, therefore, appear as 

stem modifiers in the second column of the tables z 

ormir /orm!r/ e . g . dormir / dorm! r/ (' to slee~ ' ) 
morir /mor!r/ e . g . morir / mor! r / (' to die ') 

The stem ending of these verbs in the present tense shows 

three variations in complementary distribution , 

I orm/ A.l /w~rm/ -v /urm/ 
/mor/ rv /rnw~r/ rV /mur/ 

according to the following rules a 

I B g . 1 . The /o/ of the stem end·ne,s /ormj and /mor-/ 
appears only wlth atonic stem forms followed by /-i-/. No 
stem modifier is required, as indicated by 1¢1 in the secon 
col umn of the tables . 

E. g . dormir /dorm! r/ ('to sleep ' ) 

Present ind. , ls G per::; h pl , dol'llll mos /dorm!rno.s/ 

Iwperative, 

2nd person pl , dorm! s 

2nd person pl, donnid 

/dorm!ys/ 

/dorm!d/ 

I B g. 2. The /¢/ of the stem endings /orm/ and /mor-/ 
appear as /we/ with tonic stem forms . /we/ , therefore , appears 
as stem ~od1f1er in the second coJuron of the tables . 

E. g . morlr /mor!r/ ( ' to die ') 

Present nd ., lst person ss , muero /mwero/ 

2nd person sg , mueres /mw~res/, etc. 
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I B g . J . The /o/ of the stern endlng /orm-/ and /mor•/ 
appear as /u/ in aJl other environments namely Hhen the stem 
is fol1ow·ed by /-a-/. /u/f therefore, appears as stern mod fier . 

E. g . mor r / mor! r/ ( ' to die ' 

Present subj ., 1st person pl , muramos /murflrnos/ 

2nd person yl , mur' s /mur ys/ 

'·le have noted in foot-note 21 , p. 66 that v eros er1ding 

in /ent! r/ , /err/, /ert! r/ , E~nd /·rb! r/ ( except servll' 

f_ !1!::.. - ' . 
J. }t,;. 

?~'":'l:1e sx:-;leraat:(~ ciassJ. -~(-:,;i,';l.lJ of vc..1·iativr,s }., tf., 
11u r·m fol O"l,Tf~tl ~! t-hl s s f.udy for ,.ur crc)t 11 t:- of t_ enses . Frvm 
this •>Uln~. t ~ v~ell , t.Gn .. t.s are of th.r·ee kinds: 

·a) ROOT TE!~SE:~ ( fi"Of.• the ;3p&r_j ~>h t.t~r;., Ll ern 110 ra f ;:) , l.- ,. 

!~e!1Sa.J ~\w!1CJ .. l8 r•l)lli.~ \J.?it'i&·:~~ltJt!._. c-...... I · .:; t1UL(J dC..:.~,~(,t:t.l1 v ' LaP "i -_c. 
uv~r L_, e0 <.t..i.L rl.h .•. · '·•·L J .Sd.:; . 

1 "o'"\T;"oT"'\J"'!'1"'T"""I-) r-•'t"":"1._,.. -"t'r1': I I , _ J· ., '\ ~ 1 . \ , • 1 '\ • • 
•) I;C.rt. v 4•, J J~~-..-u_ •• ) \ "1.·• t:!IlPO,:?, :.:1 Vctl .~-·:.. :, 01 L-<)r!;~E;.'~ i;':tJ t.~!l 

.r~ce ve Lht~i:c .cuv ' va•'iHtions fr·,lJil tht·: L:ulTe.,_, lOtnlir1._:· 
··oot t-en..:; e.;, , and 

c ) Neither root nor derlve:; tense·~. 
The present indicative , preterite , ahd future lndlca~ve 

are L'='rmed r·oot tenses . 'l'he1r eorrespondlng de1·ived tenses 
are as follov.r.s: 

1 The present sul,' ;r1c t:::i ve anu the irnpern t1 ve are 
derived from the present 'ndicat.iv e , an<l l.ot,el":her 
cone U t.u te the f..Y"OU > of forws of tt e n·e~..;en t... 

2 ) All pa;; t; ;:;ul, jurJ<: Llv e forms o.re derived f.rorn the 
preterlte , and together constltute the ~roup of fo1~s 
uf the preterite . 

J) 'T'hE~ cor!di tl onal tense forms are cle!'i ved fr·om the 
ruture indicative , and tocether constltule the ~roup 
of forms of the future . 

~rhe imperfect 1 s eon.3tdered neither a 1·uot. ttor a 
der· 11ed tense~ and ~ ts forms eonstttute the g;l'oup of the 
• rnper f' E-,~ t. . 
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rlild 62 , 'l:&bJ e ?5, exl'~ept for t..he characterl st;i, dl fference;.; 

ex st1~~ between /-ar/ and /-lr/ verbs. 

7he r1j strl·ouLllnl of /u/ and /""fie/ lrJ tr't~ st<::.w modi f1 t.i' 

::;lu t. fo t' /ormf r.:/ a .td /rno.i'!r/ enc1:i 1.~ ve.ciJ:> 1s prclserd,el j n 

()·.a:L form in the folJowlng table . 

ls!, 

?nd 

;1·d 

J 1::> t 

2nd 

Jr·d 

Present subjunctive forms for /-lr/ verbs 
with /u/ and /we/ as stem modifier 

n col!lplernentacy d strl bu.tlon 

Stem Stet,! Theme rrheme Ve TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod . Marker Marker 

p.s . dorm we 1 A ¢2 p 
) 

p . s . dvrm ~ve 1 A ¢2 s 

p . s . clvrrn we 1. A ¢2 PJ 

p . p . dorm u 1 A ¢ 20 mos 

P·P ~ dorm u A ¢20 ys 

p . p . dorm 1ve i A ¢ 2 n 

Taule 29 

II Forms of the Preterite 

Verb 
Form 

., 
dl-ierma 

dw rrnas 

du~J'JIJ.a 

durmamos 

du:rrnays 

du~rman 

Forms of the preterite are separated into three groups 

.ss f llows a 

A 'rrad1 ti onally regular forms ·wl th 1¢1 stem rnodl fl er 

and regu a:r theme vowe l modifier. E. r.r . arne> /am6/ , 
~-

amara /amara/ , amase /am se/ from ~ / al!l r/ ''tolo.re8
) 
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B Regulable forms ; 

a . Forms with /1/ or /u/ stem modifiers and. regular 

theme vowel modifiers . E. g . pidio /pldytJ/, &­

diera /pidy~ra/, pidiese /pldy~se/ from pedir 

/ped!r/ ( ' to ask ') 

b . Forms w th predictable stem modi fier and regular-

ized theme vowel modifier . E. g . ~ /!Qo/, hi­

ciese /1Qy se/ , hiclera /lQy ra/ , from haeer 

/aQ r/ ( ' to wake , to do ') 

C Verbs which escape phonological re6Ular1zat.ion . E. g . 

andar /andar/ ( ' to "tvalk '), anduve /andube/ ( • I ,valked •), 

.§£!: /ser/ ( ' to be 0
), fui /fv:r!/ ('I was ' ), estar /estar/ 

('to be '), estuve /estube/ (' I was •) 

This distribution can be better understood in the 

following chart : 

II Organization of treatment of preterite- tense forms 

A Regular 

B Regulable 

a . Replacement of final stem vowels 

1 . /e/ by /l./; E. g . / pidy I< /ped!r/ 

2. / o/ by / u/ ; E. g . /durmyo/< /dorm! r/ 

b . 3tem and theme vowel variatiops 

1 . Theme vowel variations 

/ -er/ and /-ir/ verbs with tonic stems on 

the first and third person singular 

preterite indicative etnd /-ar/ theme vuwel 
Chart 3 
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Chart 3 (continuation) 

,., 
v 

2. Stem variation as follows1 

Stem elongation by epenthesis of /x/ 

E. g . /tr~xe/ < /tra~r/ 

2 . Replacement of /Q/ by /x/ 

E. g . /kond xe/ < / konduQ r/ 

3. Replacement of the final vowel of the stem 

as followsa 

a . /e/ >/1/ E. g .. /b!ne/ < /ben!r/ 

b . /0/ >/u/ E. g . /t5l!de/ <./pod r/ 

c . /a/ >/1/ E. g . / !Qe/< /aQer/ 

d . /a/ >/u/ E. g . I be/< /ab~r/ 

4. Replacement of the stem final element as 

folloNs : 

a . /ab/ >/up/ E. g . /supe/ < /saber/ 

b . /en/ >/ub/ E. g . /tute/< /ten r/ 

c . /er/ >/is/ E. g . /k!se/< /ker~:r/ 

d . /eQ/ >I x/ T;' 
J.j. g . /df.xe/< /deQ r/ 

e. /on// /us/ E ~ g . / p se/</pon r/ 

Irregula.r ( to ue covered in Chapter Foui·) 

Chart 3 

II A Ve-rbs wl th /¢1 stem rnod1 fi er c.md reg1llar theme 
vowel modi riec 

ThL; e;roup L> eo,nposed of all ve .clJS tradltior1ally 
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cou.sldered "ree:;ular " plus many other verbs which undergo 

modification in the group of forms of the present , but whose 

2l modification is not carried over to the preterite forms . -

Tables JO , Jl , and 32 sho\\1 the preterite forms of all 

verbs tradi tiona.l l y termed ree:.;ular o1· Hi tlt 1¢1 ::;tern mod.l fl er. 

1st p.s . 

2nd p . s .. 

Jrd PeG • 

lst p.p. 

2nd p . p. 

Jrd p . p . 

lst p . s. 

2nd. p . s. 

J;.•d l) . s. 

lst p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

Jrd P ~ P8 

Form.' of the preterite and the past 
~ubjunctives for all ~ verbs 

with/¢/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TJ.'IIS PN 
!·'lod. VoHel Mod . Marker Marker 

Preterite 

am ¢ a E ·04o pl 

am ¢ a ¢ ste p2 

am ¢ a 0 ¢40 P,., 
.) 

am ¢ a ¢ ¢40 mos 

am ¢ a ¢ ste ys 

am ¢ a ¢ ro n 

Past sub j unct ver -ra form 

am ¢ a ¢ ra p 

am ¢ a ¢ ra s 

&.Ill ¢ a ¢ ra PJ 

am ¢ a ¢ ra IDOS 

am ¢ a ¢ ra y;:; 

am ¢ a ¢ ra n 

Table JO 

Verb 
Form 

ame 

amaste 

am6 

ama mos 

amastt:ys 

a.m~rori 

ama ra 

am l..,.Cl. s 

am ra 

alllaramos 

am· rays 

ama ran 

?Jrt 1as been already mentioned that only the verb an ... 'ar 
/:otndar/ {' to Ka k ' ) undere,oes variation in the past, while 
' re1.5ular " ln the forms of the present. 
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Table JO (continuation) 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TNS PN I Verb 
l'-1od . Vowel Mod. Harker Narker Form 

Past sub j unctive , ~ form 

1st p.s. am ~ a ~ se pl arna se 

2nd p . s . am ~ a ~ se s ama ses 

Jrd p . s . am ¢ a ¢ se PJ amase 

lst p . p. am ~ a ¢ se mos am~sernos 

2nd p.p . am ¢ a ~ se ys ama seys 

Jrd p . p . am ~ a ¢ se n am~ sen 
Table JO 

Forms of the preterite and the past subjunctlve for 
all ~ verbs v-Ji th /~/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Nod . Vowel Mod . l\1arker T1ar er Form 

Preterite 
] •~ ·I · 

.:Jv _p . 3 • kom ¢ e I ¢40 pl komr 

2nd p . s. kom ¢ e I ste p 2 komi ste 

Jrd p.,s . kom ¢ e Y. ¢40 PJ komy6 

1.st p . p . kom .0 e I ¢4o mos komi rnos 

2nd p .p. kom ¢ e I ste ys komisteys 

Jrd p.p. kom ~ e E ro l1 komy~ron 

Past subjunctive . .=£!! form 

lst p . s . kom ¢ e E ra pl komy~ra 

2nd p . s . kom ¢ e E ra s komy ras 

Jrd p . s . kom ¢ e E ra PJ komy~ra 

1st p.p. kom ¢ e E ra mos komyeramo::.; 

2nd p .p. kom ¢ e E ra ys komyerays 

Jrd p .p. kom ¢ e E ra n komy ran 

TabJe 31 
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Table 31 (contlnuation ) 

lst 

2nd 

3rd 

lst 

2nd 

J rd 

lst 

2nd 

3:rd 

1st 

2nd. 

Jrd. 

1st 

2nd 

J rd 

1st 

2nd 

J rd 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. 'rNS PN Verb 
Hod . Vowel Mod . Ma r k e:r. Marker Form 

Past sub j unc t ive , ~ f orm 

p . s . koru ¢ e E se p l koruyese 

p . "' · korn ¢ e E se 8 komy se"" 

p. s . kom $ e E se p3 komy se 

P ~ P • kom ¢ E se .L.10S kom e semos 

p . p . kom ¢ e E se ys komyeseys 

p . p . kom ¢ e E se n lwmyesen 

Tabl e 31 

Forms of the preterit e a nd the past sub j unctives for 
all =-£ verbs with / ¢/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem 'I' heme Theme v. TI'-1S PN Verb 
Nod . Vowel Mod. !>larker I>l:arker Form 

Preterite 
p . s . part ¢ i ¢ ¢40 pl par t ! 

p . s . par t ¢ ¢ ste p 2 part ste 

p . s . part ¢ Y. ¢40 PJ party 

p . p . part ¢ 1 ¢ ¢4o mos part! mus 

p . p . part ¢ i ¢ s te ys part steys 

p .p. part ¢ I ro n part yeron 

Past sub junctive , ~ f orm 

p . s . part ¢ i I ra pl party~ra 

p . s . part ¢ i I .ra s party ras 

p.s. part ¢ i I ra p 3 pa.cty~:r·a 

p . p . part ¢ i I ra rnos party mros 

p . p . part ¢ i I ra ys party rays 

p . p . part ¢ i I ra n party ran 
Table 32 
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Table J2 (continuation 

Stem Stem 'I' heme 'rheme v. TillS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Hod . JvTarker I'1arker Form 

Past subjunctive , ~ form 

1st p . s. part ¢ i I se pl party~se 

2nd p.s8 part ¢ i I se s party~ses 

Jrd p . s. part ¢ i I se PJ party~se 

1st p.p. part ¢ t I se mos party~.seiT03 

2nd p . p. part ¢ i I se ys party seys 

Jrd p.p . part ¢ i I se n party~ sen 

Table J2 

II B R gulable Eorms of the Preterite 

These forms can be separated into two groups as folla~; 

a) Forms 111 ch under·~o replacement of the final vowel 

of the stern 

b) Forms which unde1·go both stem and theme vowel 

modification 

II B a Forms with /1/ or /u/ stem modifiers 

There are forms in the preterite which show variatiorts 

already treated in the analysis and regularization of the 

present forms 

II B a . 1 . Preterite stem forms modified by /i/ 

The replacement of /e/ by /i/ usually appea1·s in /-ir/ 

verbs when the stem final vowel ls an /e/. This repl acement 

s never found in /-ar/ or /-81/ verbs. 
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E-.~ccept as noted belovl , all verbs Ni th the follo~rlng 

endings undergo r eplacement of I e/ by /1/. /1/ , therefore , 

appears as a stem modifier in t h e second column of the 

tables replacing the / e/J 

.£21!: 
~ 

/eb!r/ 
/ed! r/ 
I ex! 1-/ 
I e!!J r/ 
/e!r/ 
/em!r/ 
/e~!r/ 
/ e-:t~g!r/ 
/enc!r/ 
/end!r/ 
/erb!r/ 
/est ! r/ 
/et!r/ 
/ent!r/ 
/er·!r/ 
/ert!r/ 

e . g. 
e . g o 
e .g. 
e . g . 
e. e. 
e . g . 
e . g . 
e . g o 
e .g. 
e . g . 
e . g . 
e. s . 
e . g . 
e . g . 
e . s-, . 
e . e, . 

concebir 
medlr 
elegir 
consep;uir 

/ kongeb! r/ 
/med!r/ 
/elexi r/ 
/ konseg! r/ 
/".1-e ! r/ 
/xem!r/ 
/tefi!r/ 
/erg!r/ 
/ en?S r / 
/rend!r/ 
/ serb!r/ 
/best!r/ 
/repet!r/ 
/ rnent! r / 
/refe.c!r/ 
/i.n1e·rt· c/ 

( ' to 
( ' to 
( • to 
( • to 
( • to 
( ' to 
( ' to 
( • to 
( • to 
( • to 
( • to 
( • to 
( I :bv 

t:oncei ve • ' I J 

e...rir 
e ~: u1r 
eir 
emir 
--,:r.--

~ 
er;p;uir 
enQ.hir 
endir 
erv.r 
estlr 
etlr 
entir 
e:rlr 
e-rtii· 

~ 
.a: emir ... 
tenir 
ergUir 
henchir 
rendir 
servir 
vestlr 
repetir 
Iflentir 
referir 
inver· cir 

( • to 
( • to 
( • t.o 

measure 1 ) 2!.1-
choo::;e•) 
att.a .n ' ) 
laugh 1 ) 

groan 1 ) 

dye') 
erect ' ) 
fill up ' ) 
subject ' ) 
serve ' 
clothe • ) 
repeE-~.t ' ) 
lie ' ) ~c: 

,.. • \ £. ' re1 e.r 1 - -

1nvE:ct ' ) 

Tbe stem:> of these ve1·bs , -vrhi ch have been treated in .IJArts 

/i/ tV /¢/ 

l r, eornpl ement.ary distrll:>Utlon , aecucdln.::!- to t.he falloN t .. c; 

II i3 a. J . 1 'l'he /e/ uf the pret:ed:i.nt:; .:d;em ent.lh.t;,s 
a.:,,peal·s on] y befc;re n f0ll ONi ng /1 I. No ;::tern 'Ilodl fl e r 1 ~ 
requ~red , as lnd . cated by /¢1 in tlie sten, ·nod.i.fier colvun1 . 

E. b • '1ed r /med.(r/ ( • t.o TI·E:asure ') 

P t~eter.i te , lst , ... /med!;' person sg , ~ 

2nd pet' SOD s:::; , medlst.e /:ned! ste/ 

1st; pe r·son 1)1, rnedi ,nos / tr eJ! u10 s/ 

~r.l yE:l'SU!. pl , u~dl ;'>Lcls /med!steys/ 

?4agrec11 r I ac,red! r/ ( ' to b. t, '::ack • ) , Lranngredir I t.rcnR­
e;,:red ! :r/ (or trasgredtr /t~rast,l'edt'r/) ( ' to transt;ress • ) are 
defec.t.i ve reTbs t..-hich foJ.lov.; part"i.:r pai'&dle;m. 

25Ater rse /ater!.rse/ ( • tu groH stiff vrl t!1 cold ' ) L=; 
defec:tlve and foJ.lovJs oa:rt1r paradl,yn. 
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II E a. 1 . 2 Thl~ I e/ of the l'ort::go _rt r; .>tem ew:lin~s 
j ' s a. ways t't;placed by /1/ before a following /ye/ or /yo/ . 
/ . ./ , the efore , appears as a stem modifier· in the second 
eolu,n.n or the tabl es . 

~. g . medir / med! r / 

Preterite , Jrd pe.rs011 sc, , widl o / rnidy I 

Jrd person pJ ' wi <11 cr·or• / mlu y eJ·<.:>n/ 

PB st , .=12! fo r·..11 , l st person ~~ . midlera /mldy r·a/, etc. 

Past , ~ rorw, 1::;1., per OL ss , midi ese /ru d ,y --~ ~J, l teo 

... I ~ a 1 -. ..... .._ . , - - ; -; ' ' 1 .L .u • o .) ..,em:::; er.G.llLe_, 1n • ~1. o .. · 1 '·· , J <::f· u.ct=··l 
'loy /j/ b<...rorL:: a f'ol. ovi:l.n.:-'. /ye/ or· !Jo/ ,. dcol~ 1.-~Jt::: 1 :'1/' of 
thP- el einent. /ye/ and /yo/, according ~o a J_n~uistic 
incompat ~lllty of the Spanish language. 

Example a ) t.;.ei'iir / ten r/ ' ' '\.. d_ye •) 

Jrd person pl , t fieron 

Example b ) rei r /ref r / 

PretMri t~:, , 3 ed person se_ , r.L_ 

J r d person p , rieron 

k' - I 
/ v.i.ll / 

/tiner(ln/, etc . 

/ri~ron/ , ete o 

In the pretertte forms the distribution of 1¢1 and 

/ 1/ in the stem modifi er slot L; shown ln cha:c·t form in 

tables JJ and J4 below. 
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Forms of the p.eeteri te for .=1_ verbs with /i/ ar.d /.0/ 
as stem modifiers in complementary distribution 

1st p.so 

2nd p,s. 

Jrd p . s. 

1st p.p . 

2nd P•Po 

Jrd p.p. 

J st p.s . 

2nd p,s , 

Jrd PoSe 

1st p . p . 

2nd p . p. 

Jrd p.p. 

1st P tt S a 

2nd p.s . 

Jrd p. s . 

1st p.p. 

2ncl p . p. 

Jrd p.p . 

-Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Nod , Vowel Nod, r1arker r1arker Form 

Preter1te 

ped ~ 1 ¢ ¢4o pl ped ! 

ped ¢ 1 ¢ ste p 2 ped! ste 

ped 1 i y ¢40 PJ pidyo 

ped ¢ i ¢ ¢40 mos ped!mos 

peel ¢ t ¢ ste ys ped! steys 

petl 1 1 I ro n pldye:ron 

Table JJ 

Forms of the past svl.1j LliJ<:.d .. i ·' e for .::.1.£ verbs 
wl.th /1/ as a stt:::m modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TNS PN Verb 
Nod ., Vowel Mod , Marker I•iarker Form 

Past subjunctive , ~ for!ll 

ped i i I a pl pidy~ra 

ped i i I ra s pidy ras 

peel 1 1 I ra PJ pldyera 

peel 1 i I ra mos pi dy eramos 

ped i i I ra ys pidyerays 

ped i i I ra n pldy~ran 

Past sub juncti ve , .:..§.Q form 

ped 1 . I se pl pi ely se .L 

ped i 1 I se s p1dy ses 

ped 1 1 I se PJ pidyese 

ped 1 1 I se mos pidy ,semos 

ped 1 1 I se ys p dy seys 

ped 1 1 I se n pldye sen 
Table 14 3 
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II B a , 2 Preterite stem forms modified by /u/ 

The replacement of /o/ by /u/ appears only in /-lr/ 

verbs when the final stem vowel is /o/ and never in /-ar/ 

or /-er/ verbs. 

All Spanish ver1Js endine:, n 

mo.rit· /mor! r/ (' to d . e • ) and 
dormlr /dorm! r/ (' to sleep ' ) 

undergo replacement of /o/ by /u/ . /u/ , therefore , appears 

as stem modifier in the second column of the tables . The 

stems of these verbs , i'lhich have been treated in part 

I B g , for the regularization of the present forms have 

two stem modifiers , 

/u/ rv 1¢1 , 

in complementary distribution , according to the following 

rules • 

II B a . 2. 1 The /o/ of the stem endi ngs 
and /mor/ appears only before a following /i/ . 
modifier is required as indicated by /¢/ in the 
modifier column. 

Eo g o mor r /mor! r/ ( • to d1e 0
) 

Preterite , lst person sg , !!!2L. /mor! / 

/dorm/ 
No stem 
stem 

2nd person sg , mori ste /mor! ste/ 

1st person pl , morirnos /mor mos/ 

2nd per1:>on pl , mor1stei.s /mor! 5teys/ 



II B a . 
and / ruor-/ is 
/ye/ or /yo/ . 
in the second 
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2 . 2 The /o/ of the stem endings /dorm-/ 
always replaced by /u/ before a following 
/1/ , therefore , appears a s a stem modi fie r 

column of the tables . 

E. g . morir / mor r/ ( • to die ' ) 

Preterite , Jrd person sg , murl / mury6 

Jrd person pl , murieron /mury~ron/ 

Past , ~ f rrn , 1st person sg , muriera / mury ra/, etc. 

Pas t,~ form , 1st person sg , muriese /mury~se/, ere. 

In the reter te forms the dlstrjbution of /u/ and 

1¢1 in the stem modifier s lot is shown in chart form in 

tables J5 and JG below. 

1st I·• • s • 

2nd p . s . 

] rd p~s ~ 

1st p . p . 

2nd p.p . 

Jrd p.p. 

Forms of the preterite for all -ir verbs 
with /u/ and /¢/ as stem modifiers 

in complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme YT 
li • TNS PN 

Mod . Vo•vel I1od . Harker Harker 

p eterite 

dOrTII ~ 1 ¢ ¢4o pl 

dorm ¢ i ¢ ste p 2 

.io T"l'J u j " ¢l}Q PJ J 

do rill ¢ l ¢ ¢40 moo 

dorm ¢ i ¢ ste ys 

dorm u i I ro n 

Table J5 

Verb 
Form 

dorm! 

dorm! .-.te 

dtn-myo 

G.orm Ir!OS 

d o rm ! s tey"s 

durmy rJn 



l st 

2nd 

J r d 

1 st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

lst 

2rld 

Jrd. 
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Forms of the pa:::;t sub ·unctive for all =.1£ 
verbs with /u/ as s tem mod i f er 

Stem :Stem Theme Theme v. ~rrv~S PtJ 
Nod . Vowel Nod . r.rark er Narker 

Past sub junc tive , - ra form 

p . s . dorm u ~ I ra p l 

p . s . dorm u 1 I r a s 

p . s . dorm u 1 I ra PJ 

p . p . dorm u 1 I r a mos 

p . p . dorm 1l • I ra y s J 

p . p . dorm u i I ra n 

Past sub j 1Jnct i ve , ~ form 

p . s . dorm u I se pl 

p . s . dorm u i I s e s 

p . s . dorm u i I se F ? 
-' 

p . p . dorm u I se mos 

p . p . dorm u i 
,. 

36 ys .1 

l> • P • dorm u I se l:l 

·rabl e 16 

• 

Verb 
Form 

durmy~ra 

durmyeras 

durmy~ra 

durmy CE 

durmy~rays 

du:rmyeran 

durmye se 

durmy s s 

durmy~se 

d u:r·my ~ seii..l03 

durmy sey:-~ 

durwy e sen 

I I B t ForHlS vJ l th stern modifier d :i' feren, from 
/ ¢1 and speciflc theme vowel modifl er 

This e,roup of verbs i ncludes - er and =-.r verus auC. 

r-.{ 

"')The Spa1;l3h vet"·u~ esta:r· /2.st~1-/ ( 0 :;o be ' ), ar.da-r' 
/anda r / ( • to •,vaJ.'k ' ), and t.lesa11dar / desauda r / ( • to retr'Ogr;;ule 0 i 

ur1der1:'o a variatior_ '~'7h1ch apparent y ~"ollo1-r.::; th s e;.rou 1. 

Howevs1 , the - er and - r suf f~xes added to these stems 
cr n::;tj tu te an h regula.ri ty wh l ch wj 11 be anal yzed 1n Ch<:tptt=.r TV . 
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"Except as not d below, all S.!JHt.l :;!.1 'J ·~rbs tvl th t.he 

"ollo"'IJ ns end i ngs arJd no othe.r:·s sho1rJ a stem modl fica I... ion 

different from / .0/ and a specific theme vowel modincatlol'J 

ln the forms of the preterlte a 

~ /ab~r/ e . (:!; . habet· /ab r / ( ' tu have ' l 
c~ber / kabe r/ e . e. . ca.bl::lr /kau~1 ·/ ( ' tu fit ') ~'? 
sabe · /sab r:/ e . g . saber / 88-uer / { • to lmo·H ' 
acer / a Q ·r/ e . g . hacer /;., ~ ;r:/ ( • to do , to .illi:l.ke' ) 

( ex:rept nace1· / naG r/ (' to be burn • ) , 
nacer /pctGer/ (. t past.u:re • ), 
Qlacer / plaQ r/ ( ' to pl ease ' ) 

;:_.nd ~~~ 
M· v_. co~upounJ s ; 

.~ acer· /ya Ger / { • l.u lh~ . ), f:il1d 

~r J ;a ca • ./.ll:u._>; eirreQ r/ ( • L.o weep ' ) 
traer· /tra 1"/ e . g . l.raer /t:ra r/ ( • to brluY ' ) 

~ . 
~c1 , .. /eQ!r/ e . g . decj r j de gf c/ ( • to s:.:;.y ' ) 

~ /eu r/ e. g . tener /tener/ ( • to have • ) 
mll / en! r/ e . g. venlr / b e1. r·/ (' to ~;Omf:.' ' ) 

~ /er· r/ e . g . guerer / kel'er/ ( ' to wish • ) 
oder /ode r / e . b · f!.Oder / poder-/ (' to be abl e • ) 
oner /on r / e . g . 12,0ner / poner / (' to put •) 
'dUCTr / duG!r/ e . g e cordual.J.· ;kor1duG!r/ (' Lo conduct 0

) 

A1J. Spani&h verbs with the p-:r·ecc:ding endlngs ~.how 

1 . a theme VOI-JE) ~ rnodlf i eat; 011 and 

2 . a ~tern lnodificaL.i on 

The theme vowel modiflcatlon is alt-;ays c.:ontJ·olled 1.>y 

the following rulesr 

I B b . 1 . a 3pa.nl~h verlJs wl t.h sL.ems endi n.t:; in /ab-/, 

/kab- / , / sab-/, / a Q-/ , / tra-/, /eO- /, /en- / , /er-/, / od - / , 

/on- / , and /duO-/ a·=- sho .. -m et.'uove ( excluding excep t ions ) s how 

a to!1ic stem form in the preterite , fi r st and third person 

sl (!gul ar. 

27 Exc.:ept verb p ..re caver / preka b er / ( • to obv late , r.o 
prevent •) 
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II B b , 1 . b The /i/ following the stem 1 s replEced 

by etunic /e/ in the preterite , first person singular * 

II B "L . 1. c The /y/ of the element /yo/ following 

the stem drops and the / o/ becomes atonic in the preterite 

l.hird person singular . 28 

E. g* traer /tra,r/ (' to bring , to carry ') 

Preterlt,e , lst person sg , tra,je /traxe/ (' I brought ') 

Jrd person sp· ......,, .tra.io /traxo/ ('he brought • 29 

A total of one hu~·drcd and tNelve Spanish vc1·bs follOI.J 

these variations 

Rules II B b . 1. above covering the theme vo~rel varia-

tions are general for all verbs included in this group , The 

stem mod ftcation , hm·;rever , :; further subdivided into four 

croups as follows : 

1 . El ongation of the stem by epenthesis of /x/ 

E. ~ · traer /tra~r/ (' to brine , to carry ') 

Preterite , lst person s~ , tra .j e / tra xe/ (' I brou~bt' ) 

2 . Replacement nf /Q/ by /x/ 

Praterlte, lst person se , condu j e /l·rond e/ 

{' I conducted ') 

?BA regularizing phenomenon is taking place among 
Spanish speaker8 . I have repeatedly heard tra! /tra!/ for 
tra je /traxe/ and. trayeron /tray r on/ for tra.ieron /traxeJ:'OlV. 

29Another· stem modification is observahle :ln these 
forms , which wlll be covered in the next comtn~ rules , 
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J. Replacement of stem final vow·els /e/ into /1/ , 

/o/ into / u/ , and /a/ into / 1/ and /u/. 

a . /e/ ) /1/ 

E. g . venir /ben! r/ ( ' to come ' ) 

Preterite , 1st person se; , ~ /b.!ne/ ('I came' ) 

b . /o/ / /u/ 

E. g . poder /pod r/ {' to be able ' ) 

Preterl te , lst person se; , pude /p de/ ('I was able') 

c ., /a/ ) / 1/ 

E. g . hacer /aQ r / ( ' to do , to ~ake ' ) 

Pr eterite , 1st person sg , hice / !Oe/ ('I did ' ) 

d. /a/ > / u/ 

E. g . haber /aber / ( 0 to have ' ) 

Preterite, lst person sg , hube I be/ ( ' I had ~ ) 

4. Replacement .;f stem final eleillent as follows : 

a . /ab/ by /up/ 

E. g . saber / saber/ (' to know ') 

Preterite , 1st person sg , supe / s pe/ ( ' I kne1or •) 

b. /en/ by /uu/ 

E. g . tener /ten r/ (' to have ') 

Preterite , 1st person sg , ~ /t be/ ( ' I had '. 

c. /er/ by /t~/ 

E. g . auerer /kerer/ (' to wish ') 

Preter1 te , l::;t persm1 sg , guise /kf se/ (' I wbhed' ) 
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d. /eO/ by /ix/ 

E. g . declr /deO! r/ ( ' to say ' ) 

Preterite , 1st person sg , di .je /d! xe/ ( ' I said ' ) 

e . /on/ by /us/ 

E. g . poner /pon r/ ( ' to put ' ) 

Preterite , 1st person sg , puse /p se/ ( ' I put ' ) 

I I B b . 2 . 1 Elongation of the stem by epenthesi s of /x/ 

All Spani sh verbs ending in traer /tra r / and no 

others undergo epenthesis of / x/ at the end of the stem in 

the preterite forms. /x/ , therefore , appears as stem 

. '"0 modifier in the sec:.ond column of the tables . _, 

30A well known Spanish spelling ru e says that an /x/ 
in the preterite forms not present in the present forms 
absorbs the /y/ of the elements /yo/ and /ye/ . However , 
when the /x/ comes from th present forms the /y/ of /yo/ 
and /ye/ elements remains in the preterite forms . E. g . 
tra,leron /trax ron/ from traer /t.ra~r/ ( ' to carry ' ) vs . 
te,jieron /texy ron/ from te ,i er /tex r/ ( ' to knit ' ). 



1st p . s. 

2nd p . s. 

J.cd lJ. s . 

1 <:; t. p.p. 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

1st p. s. 

2nd p . s. 

Jrd p . s o 

1st p.p . 

2nd p .p. 

Jrd p . p . 

1st p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p. s . 

1st p .p. 

2nd p.p. 

Jrd p .p. 
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Preterite forms for all /-er/ verbs 
with /x/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme 'I'heme v. TI•1S PN 
}iod , Vmvel Nod . Marker Harl<;.e.r· 

Preterite 

tra X e yj ¢4 pl 

tra X e I st.e p 2 

tra X e 0 yjl+ P -:. 
.J 

t.r:C~.. X e I ¢4o mos 

tra X e I ste ys 

tra X e ¢ ron n 

Past su.bjunct ve , ~ forms 

tra X e ¢ ra p1 

t.ra X e ¢ r.s. s 

tra X e ¢ ra PJ 

tra X e ¢ ra mos 

tra X e ¢ !'a ys 

tra X e ¢ l"a n 

Past subjunctive , -se forms 

tra X e ¢ se p1 

tra X e ¢ se s 

tra X e ¢ se PJ 

tra X e ¢ se mos 

tra X e ¢ se ys 

tra X e ¢ se n 

Table J? 

Verb 
Form 

traxe 

::.rax! ste 

tra xo 

traxi mos 

traxi steys 

trax ron 

trax~ra 

traxeras 

trax ra 

traxeraruos 

trax rays 

trax ran 

traxese 

traxe ses 

t .C&X se 

trax sem:::>S 

trax seys 

trax sen 

Fou1·teen verbs, ac.:cordine:; to my account, follow the 

/-traer/ paradigm . 'l'hese 1-.rlll be 1 sted in the apper1dlx . 
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II B 0 . 2. 2 Bepl acemEmt of /G/ b~r /x/ 

All Spanish verbs endine; in -du.cl.r / luQ!r/ ar1d no other:-; 

undere;" replacement of / uG/ by /ux/ at the end of the stem . /x/, 

therefo re , appears i n the second column of the tables a: st~m 

r:1odl f1 er . 

Preter te fo rms for aJl /-l r / verbs .,;ith 
/x/ as stem mod fier 

1st p . s . 

Stem 1Stem 
Mod. 

konduG ux 

211d p . s . _ onduQ ux 

J rd . s . konduQ ux 

st P•.. konduQ lllX 

Znd p . p . konduQ ux 

}:nl p . p . konduQ ux 

Theme Theme v. 
VOTrJ"el Mod . 

l E 

0 

1 

1 
,., 
'"-' 

TNS PN 
Marker Narker 

¢1.;. pl 

st:e 

nl0S 

ys 

ro 

pa,.,, sub jU• ct. vt.: .:::.£.::!. orros 

1st p . s . konduQ ux 

2nd ~·Y• ko1duQ ~x 

J1·J ~ • :p . 1<ondu Q 1.;.x 

i 

t 

1 E 

1 E 

i E 

Pa.:=;t. su0 j un0tlve 

1 8~ v . s . kond•Q ux 

'?J<d '• s . kv ·duG u:;.;: 

:5~J p . p . konduQ ux 

1 

1 

' l 

j 

E 

E 

Table J "3 

ra 

- se form -

:;e 

.<e 

se 

F-:-

110~. 

:n 

,, ,, 

p, 
J . 

rnu.s 

n 

Verb 
Form 
konddxe 

kondux ste 

kond xo 

kondw mcs 

konduxeron 

k ondnx )·::,.n 

k:ondilX ~ se 

1-oY'lc1 u~· tt -~en ,..)._ J.}. • ..A tj ,") 

I Ot;(·t'een -. ei'tJ'> l i :--."L>~d 1 r; ',!lt- :.-· .'! E.rlCJl:X: .... (, ]lov- tJ;p /·- lt;~ f ··/ 

r~ l r ~ l:; ~ ... _ 



88 

IT ~3 L. 2 . J Replacement c.,f the stern f1 r,a vowels 

Repla.ccillcl.~ uf the stern : r1&J /t_/ i;_y /1/ 

All Span sh veri.Js e11ding in -euj 1· /en r/ and no otr1ec.; 
tJnd et·~u repL ... CiJ· ,t ·rlt of the r:inal -vo~rel of ti•e :::.telll /e/ L)j /i / 
lu l-f.t; _:JreLecite fur.,t.~. /i/ , ther~::fol·e , , JflE:~l'.:O a~ .-,· ,:_,, 

f<tl'm~ ::'ur <-•J.l. 
I V t'l.s ste.~ 

/ • ·of -- 'J l· <" • .L..J: / - L J. V 0 -• l V ~·:1 l" .1 

tu-ii fie ... · 

Vv• • Vu-,..t:..l Tl~oJ. . 1''a.·k~::r Marker F'oru· 
t--·-.~---.1.1-.--..1---·-----_.~----~·--.i..-----..J,j,------~-1 

P retel"l Lc: 
~~----------~---~~-----~---------~-,------~-------~~----------~ ·: j E .04 F1 b1 ne 1. 

.•.. 'l 
... } .t ........ 

., __ ..L. 

' .... ~ v 

,... , 
t i. ... l 

' .1: . ..... ft 

p • . ; • 

l) • . -.; • 

.!) • '!). 

~>·t>· 

?nrl p.s. 

i 

. 
I 

• .I 

?.nd p . p . bel! 1 

1---~---
J.r-;t JJ . s . ben j 

2nd l> • l> • bel .i 

]cd P • ll • i..1en 1 

:i 

J 

j 

1 

i 

1 

i 

i 

l 

"' ' 

I 

I 

I 
.,.. 
.t 

I 

T 
..l 

I 

'T~Jble 39 

.·~ t. e 

. .,. 
n( 

.~ 1 40 

ra 

se 

se 

p .... 
{.. 

,; 

P__, 
.J 

ys 

lGOc 

!l 

, " lJ .1.! li) 

., • J1' I 
[_) I t' I S , 1-~;_: : 

iJ_;_ ,_, y ~l'UJ• 
t....-~ -,-~.-

bi r1y ra 

blny e rays 

ulny e se 

biny semus 

biny sey; .. 

l·.i.n.t sen 

~:;rc.nt v · ver''us , l ' ;ot;ed trJ tr~c• appewl1x , ful.lov7 the /-benfr/ 

paradJ ::::_n1. 
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II B b. 2. J. b Replacement of the stem final /o/ by /u/ 

Verb poder /pod&r/ (see p. 55 foot-note 14) shows 
replacement of the stem final vowel /o/ by /u/ in the preterite 
forms. /u/, therefore, appears as stem modifier in the second 
column of the tables. 

1st p.s. 

2nd p.s. 

Jrd p. s. 

1st p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

Jrd p.p. 

1st p.s. 

2nd p.s. 

Jrd p.s. 

1st p.p. 

2nd P•P• 
Jrd p.p. 

1st p.s. 

2nd p.s. 

Jrd p.s. 

1st p.p. 

2nd P•P• 

Jrd P•P• 

Preterite forms for all /-er/ verbs with 
/u/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Preterite 
pod u e ~ ~4 pl p'l1de 

pod u e I ste p2 pud!ste 

pod u e 0 ~4 PJ p'l1do 

pod u e I ~40 mos pud!mos 

pod u e I ste ys pud!steys 

pod u e E ro n pudy&ron 
Past subjunctive, ~ forms 

pod u e E ra pl pudy&ra 
pod u e E ra s pudy&ras 

pod u e E ra PJ pudy&ra 

pod u e E ra mos pudy&ramos 

pod u e E ra ys pudy&rays 

pod u e E ra n pudy~ran 

Past subjunctive, ~ forms 

pod u e E se pl pudy~se 

pod u e E se s pudy&ses 

pod u e E se p pudy~se 
J 

pod u e E se mos pudy&semos 

pod u e E se ys pudy&seys 

pod u e E se n pudy&sen 

Table 40 
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A.ll Span :-:u ve.:l1::-, ending in~ /o..~er/ receded l\Y /.:.6/ , 
and its compounds (not 'nu _uded pacer /paO~r/ , plRcec /plaQ r/ , 
vacer / yaG r/ and -macer /-maG r/ erJ.ding verbs), and no others, 
under·~o :re lacement of the final vowe of the stem /a/ by /1/ 
in the preterite o:rms . j · I, trlerefore , appears as a .str:::m 
modi~ler n the second column of the tables . 

lst p . s . 

~nd p.s . 

Jrd p.s . 

st p . • 

?nd p.p . 

Jrd p . p . 

1}-;t p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd Po So 

J st p . p . 

2nd p .p. 

J:rd p . p. 

1st p . s . 

?nd p . s . 

J:rd p . s. 

st p . p . 

2nd p.p . 

Jrd u . u . 

Freterl te forms for all /-er/ verbs wit.! 
/1/ as stem modifier 

Stern Stern Theme Theme v. T'fviS PN Ve b 
Mod. VovJel Mod ~ IV!arker Marker Forrn 

Preterite 
aQ 1 e ~ Y'4 pl roe 

a~ 1 e I ste p2 i~!ste 

aG 1 e 0 ¢4 PJ !Go 

aO 1 e I ¢4o !!!OS iO! rnos 

aQ 1 e I :::;te ys i. Of ~,t ey s 

aG 1 e E ro n lOy~ron 

Past SUl1 j U!JC Lt ve , =.!:£ ror<~J 

aO i e ~ .c.. ra. p lGyera 

aO i. e E :ra s iOy ras 

a.O e E ra PJ iOy ra 

aO 1 e E r-a lfiOS iOyeramos 

a G 1 e E ra ys iOy~rays 

aQ 1 e E ra n 10yeran 
Past subjunctive , ~ form 

a Q 1 e E se pl iOyese 

aQ 1 e E se s iOyeseR 

aQ 1 e E se PJ iwy se 

a o i e E se mos iQy esemos 

aQ l e E se ys iO~veseys 

aO i e E se n i Oy~sen 
Table 41 

Ei~ht verts , listed in the appendix , foll0w the /-a O r/ 
paradigm . 
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II B b.2 . J . d Replace!D.ent of tbe stem final / a/ by /u/ 

Verb haber /ab r/ shows replacement of the stem fina_ 
vowel /a/ by / u/ in the preterite forms . /u/ , therefore , 
appears as a stem modi ler in the second column of the tables . 

lst p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p. s . 

st p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

Jrd p . p . 

1st p • .;) . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p . s . 

1st p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

1st p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p . s . 

1st .p. 

2ud p . p. 

Jrd p . p . 

Preter te forms for all /-er/ verbs with 
/u/ as stem modifiers 

.:3teGt S t~ ern T{lcme T1teme V . TMS PN Verb 
Mod . Vmv-el Mod . Harker ·1arker F'o·cw 

Preterite 
ab u e ~ ¢4 pl ube 

ab u e I ste p 2 ub ste 

ab u e 0 ~ PJ bo 

ab u e I ~40 mos ub! mos 

au u e I ste ys ub! steys 

ab u e E ro n uby ron 
Past subjunctl ve , - ra forw 

ab u e E ra pl uby era 

ab u e E ra s ubye ras 

ab u e E ra PJ ubyera 

ab u e E ra rues uby ramos 

a.b u e "' ra ys ubyerays c 

ab u e E ra n ubyeran 
Past sub j unctive , ~ form 

ab u e E se p ubye se 

ab e E se s uby ses 

ab u e E se PJ ubyese 

ab u e E se lllOS ubye semos 

ab u e E se ys ubye se;ys 

ab u e E se n ubyesen 
Table 42 
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Il B b . 2 . 4 'rhe replacement, of .. t,(le stem final elemer1t appears 
ln five different ways in the preterite fo rms. 

II B b . 2. a Replacement of stem final element /ab/ by lup/ 

Al Spanish verbs ending in -ab,r /.ab r / (except haber 
/ aber/ ( ' to have '), see I I B b . 2.J:cr,-and precaver I:P.reH:ab~r/ 
( • to prevent •) and no others undt-::rgo replacement of /ab/ by /up/ 
et the end of the stem i n the preterite forms . ;U_p/, therefore , 
appears as a ste!Il rnodif er in the second column of the tables. 

lst p . s . 

2nd p * s . 

Jrd p . s . 

lst p.p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

1st p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

:il·d p . s . 

1 t p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

1st p . s . 

2wi p.s . 

3rd .f) .. s. 

1st p.p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

Preterite forms for all / - er/ verbs with 
/ up/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. rn1s PN 
Nod . Vowel Hod . Marker Marker 

Preterite 
sab up e 1' 1'4 p l 

sab up e I ste p 2 

sab up e 0 ¢4 PJ 
sab up e I ·04o !DOS 

sab up e I ste ys 

sab up e E l:'O 11 

PetsL subjunctlve , ~ form 
sab up e E l'& pl 

sab up e E ra s 

:-:.ab Up e E ra PJ 

sab up e E ra mos 

sab up e E ra ys 

sab up e E ra n 
Past subjur~ c tl ve , -se form 

sa1J up f:, E se p 

sab I) l e E SE: "' 
sab ··l.p e E se p 

J 
sab up e E se !!lOS 

sab up e E se ys 

sal> up e E se n 
Table 4l 

Verb 
Form 

sl!pe 

sup! ste 

s p o 

sup! mos 

sup t' steys 

supyeron 

supy~ra 

supyeras 

supy ra 

supy eramos 

s~py·rays 

supyeran 

supye se 

supyese.:, 

supy se 

supye semos 

supy e seys 

,_-;upy e sen 

Three verbs listed in the apf;endix follow the sc-... Le:r /S3.1:l::r/ 
paradJe5m . 
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II B b. 2 . 4. b Replacelflent of the stem f inal element 
/en/ b y /uo/ 

All Spanish verbs ending -~ /-en~r/ undertoo replat:ement 
of /en/ by / ub/ at the end of the stem. /ub/ , therefore , appee:r., 
as a s tem modifier in the second co umn of t he tables~ 

Preteri te forms for some /-el / verbs with 
/ub/ as stern modifier 

St em Stem Theme Theme v. 'rf\13 PN Verb 
I•iod . Vowel Hod . Marker Marker Form 

Preterite 
1st p.s . ten ub e ¢ ¢4 pl t ube 

2nd p . s . ten ub e I ste p2 tub ste 

Jrd p . s . ten ub e 0 ¢4 PJ t '11bo 

lst p . p . ten Ub e ¢4o lilOS tub! mos 

2nd T> • P ~ ten ub e I ste ys tubf steys 

Jrd p . p . ten ub e E ro n tuby ron 
Past sub j unctive , .::.!:f: forlli 

1 st p.s . f;en ub e E ra pl t ubyera 

2nl p . s .. ten U1J e E ra s tub~r ras 

J-rd. p . ~ · . ten ub e E ra p..., tul,y ra 
I -

-: st p.p. terl 110 e 7 l "& lllOS tub~' eramoP. .... 

2nd p.p . ten u '· l) e E ra V'C'I 
u •J tu >Y rays 

Jrd p . p . ten ub e E ra n tubyeran 
'Past. sub junctive , ~ form 

1st p . s . ten ub e E se P .. tubyese 
.1 

;'nd 1) ~ s . ten U1J e E se s tu1jy ses 

Jrd p . s. ten ub e '7 .w se PJ tur,y e 

lst p.p . te:_ utj c 
,., .·e ·'lOS tub,y semos 

2t1d ten ub e 
.,., .. ~e jS t:.n"'vy esey s P • • 1· 

J ru ten ub e 
...., 

se n tubyesen p . p . .c. 

'1':-:~ble ~44 

Ten ve-e-be list~d _n tte append t ~ ollow the tener /tPn ~/ 

paradigm . 



II B b. 2. 4. c 

94 

Heo_acemt:nL l!f the ~tem flnaJ elt::lllt:L~t, 

/~r/ by / is/ 

All Spanish ver'u:; endlng l11-Cl'e . .c / er r / and no ot.her.s 
uacle t','SO replacement of final elemeii'f7 er/ by /i i::>/ in t-he 
preter_ Le forms . /ls/, therefol'e , appea.t·s as a stem modifie.c 
in the secon(J column o the tables . 

1st 

2t'ld 

JrJ 

1st 

?r.J. 

Jed 

lst 

2nd 

:::; rd 

J st 

2nd 

J rd 

1st 

2nd 

J rd 

l.st 

?nd 

Jrd 

?reteri te forms or a11 I - er/ verbs i,-Jl t.~1 
/is/ as s~eili !ilod iflcr 

Stem 3te:n Theme Theme v. ·rr-~s PN Verb 
Hod. Vowel Mod. Harker :fv1arker Form 

......... __ -~----- ~~ --
Pre terite 

p.s. ker is e ¢ ¢4 pl k!st 

p . s . ker ts e I stc: p2 kls ste 

p . s . ker if' e 0 154 PJ k so 

p . p . ker is e I ¢4o mos kls ruos 

p.p . ke.r is e I ste ys kls! steys 

l'. p. 'kec is e E L'O :r! ~lsyeron 

Past subjunctive , ~ form 
p. s . J<:er is e E ra pl kisyera 

I-'~ s • ke1· j ~ . "' e E ra s klsy ras 

p . s . ker is e E ra PJ kisyera 

p.p. ker J.s e E ra mos kisy ramos 

p . p . ker is e E ra ys klsy rays 

p .p. leer i ::; e E ra ll ki::;y ran 
Past subjunctive , ~ form 

p.s. ker i s e E se pl kisyese 

p . s . ker is e E se s k s;}reses 

p.~. ker is e E se p") klsy~se 
..) 

p.p. ker is e 
.,..., se mus {isyesemo.,.; J .... 

P o Po ker i s e E se ys ki sy seys 

p.p. ker 1 ~; e E se n kis,y sen 
Table 4 5 

Three verbs 

/ kt: t' ~r / paradigm. 

sted in the appendix foll ow the guerer 

-
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J B b. 2. 4. d Replacement of stem final element 
/eO/ by /ix/ 

All Spanish ve.r·bs ending in-ecir- / eO! r/ and no others 
undergo r·eplacement o the stem final element /eG/ by /ix/ in 
the forms of the preterite . /ix/, therefore, appears as a 
st,em modifier in the seconU. column of the t.,ables. 

1st p . s. 

2t!d p , s , 

Jrd p . s . 

1. :; i; p.p . 

21 j cJ. P•iJ • 

J1'(1 11 • v. 

1st p.s. 

2nd p . s. 

Jrd Po S o 

st p . p . 

?nd p . p . 

Jrd p.p . 

1st p . s . 

?.nd IJ • s • 

Jrd p,So 

1 SlJ p . p. 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd P oP • 

?reter1 [;8 f._.·rms for all I -ir/ verbs vJi th 
/1x/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TNS PN Verb 
Hod. Vo1vel Nod. Harker Harkt;r Fo1·w 

Preterite 
deQ ix i E ¢4 p l d!xe 

d.eQ :X: 1 ¢ ste Pz d1xiste 

deQ lx i 0 ¢4 PJ d! xo 

deO ix 1 t t4o ' tio.)S d:i.x! wos 

deQ .lx l p sl.e ~:.., dlxf :, l. :; ;_.., 

i de' lx 1 E .CQ !1 dix~rvil 

Past sub j unctive , ~ form 
deQ ix 1 E ra pl dix~ra 

deQ ix 1 E ra s dix ras 

JeQ ix: 1 E ra PJ dix ra 

de~ ix i E ra mos d X raruos 

deQ ix 1 E 1·a ;ys dix ray:=; 

deQ ix i E ra n dixerc:tn 
Past sub junctive , ~ form 

deQ ix 1 E se pl dix~se 

deQ lx 1 E se s (lixes~:; 

deQ ix 1 E se PJ dix St;: 

deQ ix 1 E se lllOS dlx semos 

<leO lx i E se ys dix~seys 

deO ix 1 E !se [1 dixeser~ 
Table 46 

Twelve verbs l isted ln the appendix follow the decir 
/deQ r/ paradigm . 
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I I B b. 2 . 4. e Replacement of stem final element 
/on/ by /us/ 

All Spanish verbs ending ln -oner / on r / and no others 
undergo replacement of /on/ by /usraf the end of the stem ln 
the preterite forms . / us/ , therefore , appears &t; Ct. stem 
modlf i er in the second column 0r Lhe tabl es , 

1st p.s . 

2nd p . s. 

J rd p . s . 

1st p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

Jrd p . p . 

1st p . s . 

2nd p . s .. 

J rd p.s . 

1st p . p . 

?nd p . p . 

J rd p . p . 

1st p . s . 

2nd p . s . 

Jrd p . s . 

lst p . p . 

2nd p . p . 

J rd p . p . 

Preterite fo.cms for all /-er/ verb::; "J th 
/u2/ as stem modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. ~.n1s PN Verb 
Nod . VoTN"el Mod .. Marker Marker Form 

Preterite 
pon us e ~ ~4 pl pu se 

po:n us e I s te P .... pus ste 
c. 

pon us e 0 ,04 P .._ pl1so 
~1 

pon us e I ¢40 mos pus! mos 

pon UH e I st.e ys l>Us! steys 

pon us e E I"O n pusye:con 
Past sub j unctiv e , .::1:§!; form 

pon us e E ra p p"llsyera 

pon us e E ra s pusy ras 

pon us e E ra PJ pusye1·a 

pon us e E ra mos pu·y ramos 

pon u e . E ra ys pusy~rays 

pon us e E ra n pusy~ran 

Past subjuncti ve , ~ form 
pon us e E se pl usye se 

on us e E se s pusye ses 

pon us e E se p,_ pusy se 
.) 

pon us e E se mos pusy semos 

pon us e E se ys pusy e sey s 

pon us e E se n pusy sen 
Table 4' 7 

Twenty seven verbs , listed in the appendix , fo l low the 
poner /pon r/ paradigm . 
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III Forms of the Future 

Forms of the future are separated into three groups: 
A. Regular forms 

B. Regulable forms 

c. 

a) 

b) 

Omission of the theme vowel 

Replacement of the theme vowel by /d/ 

Irregulable forms , verbs which undergo both stem 

and theme vowel modification. 

This distribution is shown in the following chart: 

III Organization of the treatment 
of future-tense forms 

Regular 

Regulable 

a. 

b. 

1-er/ verbs which omit the theme vowel /-e-/ 
E. g. /podr&/ <- /pod&r/ 

1-er/ and /-ir/ verbs which replace 
vowel 1-e-/ or /-i-/ by /-d-/ 

E. g. /tendr~/ < /teniJr/ 
/saldr~/ < /sa1'!.r/ 

the theme 

c. Irregular (to be covered in Chapter Four) 
Chart 4 

III A Regular Forms 

Forms of the future, which were incorporated late into 

the Spanish language,are formed by the entire infinitive and 

the corresponding suffixes.31 

Except in those cases which we will consider and regu­

larize later, all verbs follow the paradigms presented in 

Tables 48, 49, and 50, which correspond to forms that are 

traditionally called regular. 

31For traditional grammarians the future forms show a dif­
ferent stem from the other verbal forms and consists of the 
whole infinitive plus the added affixes. See, for instance, 
Academia, Gram,tica, p. 46. 



1st p. s. 

2nd p.s. 

Jrd p.s. 

lst p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

Jrd p.p. 

lst p.s. 

2nd p. s. 

Jrd p.s. 

lst p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

Jrd p.p. 
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Future forms for all /-ar/ verbs 
without exceptions 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 

Future 
am ~ a ~ re pl 
am ¢ a ¢ raF s 

am ¢ a ¢ raF PJ 
am ¢ a ¢ re mos 

am ¢ a ¢ re ys 

am ¢ a ¢ raF n 
Conditional 

am ¢ a ¢ ria pl 
am ¢ a ¢ ria s 

am ¢ a ¢ ria PJ 
am ¢ a ¢ ria mos 

am ¢ a ¢ ria ys 

am ¢ a ¢ ria n 
Table 48 

Verb 
Form 

amarl! 

amarLts 

amar~ 

amar~mos 

amar~ys 

amarltn 

amar!a 

amar!as 

amar!a 

amar!amos 

amar!ays 

amar!an 

Future forms for all /-er/ verbs with 1¢1 stem 
modifier and 1¢1 theme vowel modifier 
Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 

Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 
Future 

lst p.s. kom ~ e ~ re pl komerl! 

2nd p.s. kom ¢ e ¢ raF s komertts 

Jrd p. s. kom ¢ e ¢ raF PJ komertt 

1st p.p. kom ¢ e ¢ re mos komer~mos 

2nd p.p. kom ¢ e ¢ re ys komer~ys 

Jrd p.p. kom ¢ e ¢ raF n komer!n 
Conditional 

lst p.s. kom ~ e ¢ ria pl komer!a 

2nd p.s. kom ¢ e ¢ ria s komer!as 

Jrd p.s. kom ¢ e ¢ ria PJ komer!a 

lst p.p. kom ¢ e ¢ ria mos komer!amos 

2nd p.p. kom ¢ e ¢ ria ys komer!ays 

Jrd p.p. kom ¢ e ¢ ria n komer!an 
Table 41 9 



1st 

2nd 

Jrd 
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Future forms for all /-ir/ verbs with /¢/ stem 
modifier and 1¢1 theme vowel modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Future 
p.s. part ¢ i ¢ re pl partir~ 

p.s. part ¢ i ¢ raF s partir&s 

p.s. part ¢ i ¢ raF PJ partir& 

1st p.p. part ¢ i ¢ re mos partir~mos 

2nd p.p. part ¢ i ¢ re ys partir~ys 

Jrd p.p. part ¢ i ¢ raF n partir&n 
Conditional 

1st p.s. part I' i ¢ ria pl partir! a 

2nd p.s. part ¢ i ¢ ria s partir!as 

Jrd p.s. part ¢ i ¢ ria PJ partir! a 

1st p.p. part ¢ i ¢ ria mos partir!amos 

2nd p.p. part ¢ i ¢ ria ys partir!ays 

Jrd p.p. part ¢ i ¢ ria n partir!an 
Table 50 

III B Regulable Forms 

A total of seventy-nine verbs do not follow the preceding 

paradigms. Except for those irregular forms which we will treat 

in Chapter IV, two groups are formed from these verbs as follows a 

a) /-er/ verbs which omit the theme vowel /e/ in the 

the future forms 

b) Verbs which replace the theme vowel by a /d/ 

III B a Omission of the theme vowel in the future forms 

Except for the verb decir /deO!r/ ('to say')> which will be 

discussed later, the omission of the theme vowel without replace-
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ment by /d/ is found only in /-er/ verbs and never in /-ar/ 

or /-ir/ verbs. 

Verbs ending ina 

-aber /-ab!r/ e. g. caber /kab!r/ 
_;rer /er!r/ e. g. guerer /ker!r/ 
-Oder /~d!r/ e. g. poder /pod!r/ 

('to fit') 
('to wish') 
('to be able, can•) 

undergo a variation in the future forms according to the 

following rule a 

III B a. 1 All Spanish verbs ending in /ab!r/, /er!r/ 
and /od!r/ and no other.s32 undergo omission of the theme 
vowel /e/ in the future forms. /X/, therefore, appears as a 
theme vowel modifier in the fourth column of the tables. 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Future forms for all /-er/ verbs with /~/ stem 
modifier and /X/ theme vowel modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Future 
p. s. sab ~ e X re pl sabr! 

p.s. sab ~ e X raF s sabr4s 

p.s. sab ~ e X raF PJ sabr4 

p.p. sab ~ e X re mos sabr!mos 

P•P• sab ~ e X re ys sabr!ys 

Jrd p.p. sab ~ e X raF n sabr4n 
Conditional 

1st p.s. sab ~ e X ria pl sabria 

2nd p.s. sab ~ e X ria s sabr!as 

Jrd p.s. sab ~ e X ria PJ sabr!a 

1st p.p. sab ~ e X ria mos sabr!amos 

2nd P•P• sab ~ e X ria ys sabr!ays 

Jrd p.p. sab ~ e X ria n sabr!an 
Table .51 

.32The verb hacer /aQ&,r/ and its compounds undergo omisstm 
of the theme vowel /e/ in the future forms. Furthermore, the 
stem final /G/ disappears. In Chapter Four we will discuss 
these irregularities. 
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Eight verbs, according to my count, follow the /sab~r/ 

paradigm in the future forms. These verbs will be listed in 

the appendix. 

III B b Replacement of the theme vowel /e/ or /i/ by/d/ 

The replacement of the theme vowel by /d/ is only found 

in /-er/ and /-ir/ verbs but never in /-ar/ verbs. 

Verbs with the following endings undergo variation in the 

future forms• 

·aler /al~r/ e. g. valer /bal~r/ ( •to be worth') 
-8II"r /al!r/ e. g. salir /sal!r/ ('to leave') 
-ener /en~r/ e. g. tener /ten~r/ ('to have') 
-ent'r /en!r/ e. g. venir /ben!r/ ( •to come•) 
· O"iie'r /-on~r/ e. g. poner /pon~r/ ('to put•) -

The variation which affects these verbs is in accordance with 

the following rule• 

III B b.l All Spanish verbs with the preceding endings 
replace the /e/ or /i/ following the stem endings /al-/, /en-/, 
or /on-/ by a /d/ in the future forms. /Xd/, therefore, 
appears as a theme vowel modifier in the fourth column of the 
tables. 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 
1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

Future forms for all /-er/ or /-ir/ verbs with /~/ 
stem modifier and /Xd/ theme vowel modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod, Marker Marker Form 

Future 
p. s. : sal 1.0 1 Xd re pl saldr! · 

p.s. sal ~ i Xd raF s saldr4s 

p.s. sal ~ 1 Xd ra·p p3 saldr4 

p.p. sal ~ 1 Xd re mos saldr~mos 

p.p. sal ~ 1 Xd re ys saldr~ys 

P•P• 
1 sal ~ i Xd raF n saldr4n 

Table 52 
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Table 52 (continuation) 

Stem Stem Theme Theme V. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Conditional 
1st p. s. sal t' i Xd ria pl saldr!a 

2nd p. s. sal ¢ i Xd ria s saldr!as 

3rd p.s. sal ¢ i Xd ria p3 saldr!a 

1st p.p. sal ¢ i Xd ria mos saldr!amos 

2nd p.p. sal ¢ i Xd ria ys saldr!ays 

3rd P•P• sal ¢ i Xd ria n saldr!an 
Table 52 

A total of sixty-five verbs, listed in the appendix, 

follow the /sal!r/ or /ten&r/ paradigms. 

IV Imperfect Forms 

The last forms to be analyzed form the group of the 

imperfect which are very seldom different from the regular 

/-ar/, /-er/, and /-ir/ paradigms. Two groups are separated 

withi n the imperfect forms as followsa 

a) Regular forms 
b) Irregular forms 

IV A Tables 53, 54, and 55 correspond to the traditi~ 

termed regular forms of the imperfecto 

1st p.s. 

2nd p.s. 

3rd p.s. 

1st P•P• 

2nd p.p. 

3rd p.p. 

Imperfect forms for all /-ar/ verbs 
without any exception 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 

am t' a t' ba pl 

am ¢ a ¢ ba s 

am ¢ a ¢ ba p3 

am ¢ a ¢ ba mos 

am ¢ a ¢ ba ys 

am ¢ a ¢ ba n 
Table 53 

Verb 
Form 
am4ba 

am,bas 

adba 

adbamos 

am,bays 

am,ban 



1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 
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Imperfect forms for all /-er/ verbs wi th 
1¢1 stem modifier and predictable 

theme vowel modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme V. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 

p.s. kom ¢ e I a pl 

p.s. kom ¢ e I a s 

p.s. kom ¢ e I a p3 

p.p. kom ¢ e I a mos 

PoP• kom ¢ e I a ys 

p.p. kom ¢ e I a n 
Table 54 

Imperfect forms for all /-ir/ verbs with 
/¢/ stem modifier and predictable 

theme vowel modifier 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. T'S PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 

p.s. part ¢ i ¢ a pl 

p.s. part ¢ i ¢ a s 

p.s. part ¢ i ¢ a p3 

p.p. part ¢ i ¢ a mos 

P•P• part ¢ i ¢ a ys 

p.p. part ¢ i ¢ a n 

Table 55 

Verb 
Form 
kom!a 

kom!as 

kom!a 

kom!amos 

kom!ays 

kom!an 

Verb 
Form 
part!a 

part!as 

part!a 

part!amos 

par t!ays 

part!an 

There are no verbs with variations from the regular /-ar/ 

paradigm in the imperfect for ms, and only three verbs, namely 

~ /ser/ ('to be'), ~ /ber/ ('to see'), and 1£ /ir / ('to go'), 

show morphological variations not in accordance wi t h the /-er/ 

and /-i r/ regular paradigms. 

In Chapter Four we wi l l examine these variations all of 

which constitut e irregulable irregularities. 



Chapter IV 

Irregular Spanish Verbs 

The application of the system presented in Chapter 

Three to regular and regulable verbs is not economically 

applicable to a relatively small group of v erbs due to the 

arbitrariness of the variations that they contain as well as 

the lar ge number of rules that would be required to explain 

them. 

The result of trying to regularize these verbs would be 

to create almost as many rules as there are cases. It must, 

therefore, be pointed out that the following classifications 

are not intended to be formal regularized paradigmatic models. 

The following verbs simply remain as irregular verbs. 

In Chapter Four, irregular forms are separated into 

groups under the same criteria followed for regulable forms 

in Chapter Three. These four groups of forms are again 

identified as follows• 

I Irregularities of the present forms 

II Irregularities of the preterite forms 

III Irregularities of the future forms 

IV Irregularities of the imperfect forms 

A better general view of the irregular Spanish verb 

forms is given by the following charta 
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Spanish irregular verb forms 
I C Irregularities of the Present-tense Forms 

a. verb haber /ab~r/ 

b. verbs 1. caber /kab~r/ 

2. saber /sab~r/ 

c. verb hacer /aQ~r/ and its compounds 

d. verb ~ /ber/ 

e. verbs 1. estar /est4r/ 

2. dar /dar/ 

f. verb decir /deQfr/ and compounds 

g. verb ~ /ser/ 

h. verb 1I /¢ir/ 

i. verbs ending in -1!1! /-ir!r/ 

j. verb Jugar /xug,r/ 

II C Irregularities of the Preterite Forms 

a. verbs ~ /dar/ and desdar /desd,r/ 

b. verbs 1. estar /est,r/ 

2. andar /and,r/ and desandar /desand,r/ 

c. verbs 1. ~ /ser 

2. 1£ /¢ir/ 

III C Irregularities of the Future Forms 

a. verb hacer /aQ~r/ and its compounds 

b. verb decir /deQ!r/ 

IV C Irregularities of the Imperfect Forms 

a. verb ~ /ser/ 

b . verb ver /ber/ ......... 

c. verb 1I /¢ir/ 

Chart 5 
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I C Irregularities of the Present-tense forms 

I C a Verb haber /ab~r/ (•to have') 

Only three forms are /-er/ regular forms, namely habemos 

/ab~mo~, 1 habeis /ab~ys/, and habed /ab~d/. 

The following table shows all present-tense forms of the 

verb haber /ab~r/. 

Present forms for verb haber /ab~r/ 
Stem Stem Theme Theme Vo TMS PN Verb 

Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 
Present indicative 

1st p.s. ab X e 1.0 .01 pl e 

2nd p.s. ab X e A ,1 s as 

Jrd p.s. ab X e A ,1 PJ a 

1st p.p. ab JC e , ,10 mos ~mos 

2nd P•Po ab , e , 
,10 ys ab~ys 

Jrd p •. p. ab , e A ,1 n an 
Present subjunctive 

1st p.s. ab ay e A .02 pl 4ya 

2nd p.s. ab ay e A ,2 s ,,yas 

Jrd p.s. ab ay e A ,2 PJ l.ya 

1st p.p. ab ay e A ,20 mos ay,mos 

2nd p.p. ab ay e A ,20 ys ay,ys 

Jrd p.p. ab ay e A ,2 n 'yan 
Imperative 

2nd p.s. ab X e , 
,J p2 e 

2nd p.p. ab , e , 
j1JO d ab~d 

Table 56 

1The stem /ab-/ usually disappears and hemos /~mos/ 
becomes the complete form. 
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Variations in haber /ab~r/ from the /-er/ regular verbs 
2 are as followsa 

1. Omission of the stem /-ab/ as in imperative, 2nd 

person singular h! /e/ 

2. Omission of the stem /ab-/ and replacement of the 

theme vowel /-e-/ of /-er/ verbs by /-a-/ of /-ar/ 

verbs as in present indicative, 

2nd person sg, h!.§. /as/ 

Jrd person sg, ~/a/ 

Jrd person pl, h!!l /an/ 

Replacement of the stem final /ab/ by /ay/ in all 

forms of the present subjunctive. 

E. g. 1st person sg, haya f'ya/, etc. 

I C b Verb caber /kab~r/ ('to fit') and saber /sab~r/ 

The following table shows all present-tense forms of 

verb caber /kab~r/. 

2rn addition to variations 1, 2, and J, this verb 
contains two "completely" irregular forms, namely 

Present ind., 1st person sg, h! /e/ and 
Present ind., )rd person sg, hay /ay/ 

/ay/ is a fossil form of a defective verb only used in the 
following formsa hay /ay/ ('there is'), hab!a /ab!a/ ('there 
was•), hubo /~bo/ ('there has been•), and habr& /abr&/ (~here 
will be~n addition to haber /ab~r/. 
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Present forms for verb caber /kab~r/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod o Vowel Modo Marker Marker Form 

Present indicative 

lst p.s. kab ep e 0 ~1 pl k!po 

2nd p.s. kab ~ e ~ ~1 s k4bes 

Jrd p.s. kab ~ e ~ ~1 PJ k4be 

lst p.p. kab ~ e ~ ~10 mos kab~mos 

2nd p.p. kab ~ e ~ ~10 ys kab~ys 

Jrd p.p. kab ~ e ~ ~1 n k4ben 

Present subjunctive 

lst p.s. kab ep e A ~2 pl k~pa 

2nd p.s. kab ep e A ~2 s k&pas 

Jrd p . so kab ep e A ~2 PJ k~pa 

lst p . p. kab ep e A ~20 mos kephos 

2nd p.p. kab ep e A ~20 ys kep&ys 

Jrd p . p . kab ep e A ~2 n k~pan 

Imperative 
2nd p.s. kab ~ e ¢ ~J p2 k&be 

2nd p . p. kab ~ e ~ ~JO d kab~d 

Table 57 

Only seven forms of the verb /kab~r/ show irregularities 

in the present forms according to the following rule• 

I C b. 1 The stem ending /ab- / cannot appear followed by 

/o/ or /a/ . /ab-/ is replaced by /ep-/. 

Thus , present ind., lst person sg , guepo /k~po/ 

present subj., lst person sg, guepa /k~pa/ , etc . 
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Verb saber /sab&r/ follows the same irregularities as 

the verb /kab&r/ except in the present indicative, 1st 

person s1ngular, which is completely irregular as follows& 

Present ind., lst person sg, ~ /s&/ ('I know•)3 

ICc Verb hacer /aO~r/ ('to do, to make') 

The following table shows all present forms of the 

verb hacer /aO~r/. 

Present forms of verb hacer /aO~r/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Present indicative 
lst p.s. ao ag e 0 ~1 pl l~go 

2nd p. s. aO ~ e ~ ~1 s ~Qes 

Jrd p.s. ao ~ e ¢ ~1 p3 ~Oe 

1st p.p. ao ¢ e ~ ¢10 mos aO~mos 

2nd p.p. aO ¢ e ¢ ~10 ys aO~ys 

Jrd P•P• ao ¢ e ¢ ¢1 n aQ~n 

Present subjunctive 
1st p.s. ao ag e A ~2 pl ~ga 

2nd p.s. aO ag e A ¢2 s ~gas 

Jrd p.s. ao ag e A ~2 p3 ~ga 

1st p.p. aO ag e A ~20 mos ag~mos 

2nd P•P• ao ag e A ¢20 ys ag~ys 

Jrd p.p. ao ag e A ¢2 n ~gan 

Imperative 
2nd p.s. aO ¢ e X ¢; p2 ao 

2nd PoP• ao ¢ e ¢ ¢30 d aQ~d 

Table 5'0 

3s~ /se/ and he /e/ (see the preceding foot-note 2) 
are probably the onlY two forms of the present indicative, 
1st person singular, where the characteristic /o/ is not 
present. 
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Eight forms show irregularities in the present forms 

of the verb hacer /aQ&r/ and its compounds, according to 

the following rulesa 

I C c. 1 The jQ / of the stem ending /aQ-/ can appear 

only before a following /e/. 4 The jQj in these cases is 

replaced by /g/ before /o/ or /a/. 

Thus, present ind., 1st person sg, hago /'go/ 

present subj., 1st person sg, haga f'ga, etc. 

I C c. 2 The stem ~ /aQ/ appears as a complete 

form in the imperative, 2nd person singular.? 

Thus, imperative, 2nd person sg, ~ /aQ/ 

I C d Verb~ /ber/ ('to see•) 

The following table shows all present-tense forms of 

verb~ /ber/o 

4other /aQ&r/ ending verbs show a different solution 
to this incompatibility as shown in Chapter Three, rules 
I B a. 1. and I B a. 2. 

5val /bal/, pon /pon/, etc., covered in Chapter Three, 
rule I B a. 2. J show a similar irregularity as ~ /aQ/ from 
verb hacer /aQ&r/. 
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Present forms of verb ~ /ber/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Present indicative 
1st p.s. b be e 0 ¢1 pl b~o 

2nd p. s. b ¢ e ¢ ¢1 s bes 

3rd p.s. b ¢ e ¢ ¢1 p3 be 

1st p.p. b ¢ e ¢ ¢10 mos b~mos 

2nd p.p. b ¢ e ¢ ¢10 ys beys 

3rd p.p. b ¢ e ¢ ¢1 n ben 

Present subjunctive 
1st p.s. b be e A -2 pl b~a 

2nd p.s. b be e A ¢2 s b~as 

3rd p.s. b be e A ¢2 p3 b~a 

1st p.p. b be e A ¢20 mos be&mos 

2nd p.p. b be e A ¢20 ys be&ys 

3rd p.p. b be e A ¢2 n b~an 

Imperative 

2nd p.s. b ¢ e ¢ ¢3 p2 be 

2nd p.p. b ¢ e ¢ ¢30 d bed 

Table 59 

Seven forms show variations in the present forms of verb 

~ /ber/ and its compounds, according to the following rules• 

I C d. 1 The stem /b-/ can appear only before /-e-/ 

E. g. present ind., 2nd person sg, ~ /bes/ 

3rd person sg, ~ /be/, etc. 

I C ~2 An epenthetic /e/ is added after the stem 

when /o/ or /a/ follows• 
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Thus, present ind., 1st person sg, ~ /b&o/ 

present subj., 1st person sg, ~ /bea/, etc. 

I C d. 3 The following forms~ /bes/, ~/be/, and 

~/ben/, are atonic stem forms which are not considered 

irregular since in monosyllabic forms the stress distribution 

is obligatory. 

I C e Verbs dar /dar/ ( •to give•) and estar /estk/ 
-(•tobe') -

The following table shows all present-tense forms of 

verb .1& /dar/ 

Preterite forms of verb~ /dar/ 
Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 

Mod. V9wel Mod. Marker Marker Form 
Present indicative 

1st p.s. d ¢ a OY ¢10 pl doy 

2nd p.s. d ¢ a ¢ ¢10 s das 

3rd p.s. d ¢ a ¢ ¢10 p3 da 

1st p.p. d ¢ a ¢ ¢10 mos d&mos 

2nd p.p. d ¢ a ¢ ¢10 ys days 

3rd p.p. d ¢ a ¢ ¢10 n dan 
Present subjunctive 

1st p.s. d ¢ a E ¢2o pl de 

2nd p.s. d ¢ a E ¢2o s des 

3rd p.s. d ¢ a E ¢2o p3 de 

1st p.p. d ¢ a E ¢2o mos d&mos 

2nd p.p. d ¢ a E ¢2o ys deys 

3rd p.p. d ¢ a E ¢2o n den 
Imperative 

2nd p.s. d ~ a ~ ~30 p3 da 

2nd p.p. d ¢ a ¢ ¢30 d dad 
Table 60 
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These verbs show irregularity only in the forms of the 

present which consists of the elongation of the entire form 

by addition of /y/.6 

Thus, present ind., 1st person sg, doy /doy/ nrom /dar/ 

estoy /estcy/ fran /est:A:r/ 

As with forms of~ /ber/ and from the same reasoning, 

~ /das/, ~ /da/, and~ /dan/ are atonic stem forms which 

do not constitute an irregularity.7 

However, est's /est,s/, est& /est,/, and est&n /est&n/ 

and the corresponding su~ctive forms est& /est&/ est&s 

/est&s/, and est&n /est&n/ are atonic bisyllabic forms and, 

therefore, constitute an irregularity. 8 

I C f The verb decir /deQ!r/ and 
its compounds 

The following table shows all present-tense forms of 

verb decir /deQ!r/. 

6joy /soy/ and vol /bpy/ are irregular forms parallel 
to doy doy/ and estoy est~y/, and are treated later in this 
Chapter. 

7see, for instance, I C d. 3 above. 

8The stress distribution for present-tense forms of the 
verb estar /est&r/ is similar to that of monosyllabic forms, 
but for a different reason. Est&s /est&s/ ('you are•), for 
instance, comes from Latin stas /st&s/. The commonness of 
verb estar /est&r/ explains~ irregular stress distribution 
in today•s Spanish as compared with prestas /pr&stas/ from 
prestar /prest&r/ ('to lend'). 
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Present indicative for verb decir ldeQ!rl 
Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Ver~ 

Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 
Present indicative 

1st p.s. deQ ig i 0 ~1 pl d!go 

2nd p. s. deQ i i E ~1 s d!Qes 

)rd p.s. deQ i i E ~1 p3 d!Qe 

1st p .p. deQ J6 i ~ ~10 mos deQ!mos 

2nd p.p. deQ ~ i ~ ~10 ys deQ!ys 

Jrd p.p. deQ i i E ~1 n d!Qen 

Present subjunctive 

1st p.s. deQ ig i A ~2 pl d!ga 

2nd p.s. deQ ig i A ~2 s d!gas 

)rd p.s. deQ ig i A ~2 p3 d!ga 

1st p.p. deQ ig i A ~20 mos dig4mos 

2nd p.p. deQ ig i A i12o ys dig4ys 

Jrd p.p. deQ ig i A j12 n d!gan 

Imperative 

2nd p.s. deQ di i X ¢30 p2 di 

2nd p.p. deQ j1 i j1 ¢30 d deQ!d 

Table 61 

All /-eQ!rl ending verbs show only three regular forms in 

the group of the present, according to the following rulesa 

I C f. 1 As in the verb pedil lped!rl (see, Chapter 
Three, I B e.), the I el of the stem eQ-1 appears only w1 th 
atonic stems followed by stressed Iii. 

E. g. decir ldeQ!rl ('to say') 

Present ind., 1st person pl, decimos ldeQ!mosl 
2nd person pl, dec!s ldeQ!ysl 

Imperative, 2nd person pl, decid I deQ!dl 

, 
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I C f. 2 Only decir /deQ!r/, but not its compounds, 
shows a completely irregular imperative, 2nd person singular, 
as followsa 

Imperative, 2nd person sg, ~ /di/ 

I C f. J The /e/ of the stem endings /eQ-/ appears as 
/iQ-/ with tonic stems followed by unstressed /e/. 

E. g . /predeQ!r/ ('to predict') 

Present ind., 2nd person sg, predices /pred!Qes/ 

Jrd person sg, predice /pred!Qe/ 

Jrd person pl, predicen /pred!Qen/ 

Imperative, 2nd person sg, predice /pred!Qe/ 

I C f. 4 The /e/ of stem ending /eQ-/ appears as /ig-/ 
with tonic or atonic stems followed by /o/ or /a/. 

Eo go /deQ!r/ 

Present ind., 1st person sg, digo /d!go/ 

Present subj., 1st person sg, diga /d!ga/, etc. 

I C g The verb~ /ser/ ('to be') 

The following table shows all present-tense forms of 

verb~ /ser/o 
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Present forms of verb ~ /ser/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Present indicative 
1st p.s. s ~ e OY .(610 pl soy 

2nd p.s. s er e J6 .(61 s ~res 

Jrd p.s. s X e ¢ ¢10 PJ es 

1st p.p. s ¢ e 0 ¢10 mos s~mos 

2nd p.p. s J6 e 0 .(610 ys s~ys 

Jrd p.p. s ¢ e 0 ¢10 n son 

Present subjunctive 

1st p.s. s se e A ¢2 pl s~a 

2nd p. s • . s se e A ¢2 s s~as 

Jrd p.s. s se e A ¢2 PJ s~a 

1st p.p. s se e A ¢20 mos se&os 

2nd p.p. s se e A ¢20 ys se4ys 

Jrd P•P• s se e A ¢2 n se4n 

Imperative 

2nd p.s. s ¢ e ¢ ¢30 p2 se 

2nd p.p. s ¢ e ¢ ¢30 d sed 

Table 62 

1. The verb /ser/ shows by far the most arbitrary para­

digm of all Spanish verbs, just as does the English verb~~!' 

Only two forms are regular in the group of the present, namely 

~ /se/ and ~ /sed/ both of which are imperatives. The 

imperative form ~ /se/ is not like the third person present 

indicative as it usually is in Spanish. 
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2. The verb ~ /ser/ shows elongation of the first 

person singu~ar present indicative by adding /y/, just as do 

the verbs ~ /dar/ and estar /estir/ treated in I C e. 

Thus, present ind., lst person sg, soy /soy/ 

). The stem /s-/ is replaced by /er-/ in the present 

indicative, second person singular. 9 

Thus, present ind., 2nd person sg, ~/~res/ 

4. The present indicative, third person singular, shows 

two irregularities. It is the only case in Spanish verbs in 

which the third person singular is overtly marked by an /s/. 

Furthermore, the stem /s/ is dropped. 

Thus, present indicative, Jrd person sg, is ~ /es/ 

5. The theme vowel /e/ characteristic of /-er/ verbs 

is replaced by /o/ in the plural forms of the present indicatjy~ 

Thus, present ind., lst person pl, somos /s8mos/ 

2nd person pl, soys /s8ys/ 

)rd person pl, ~ /son/ 

6. The stem /s-/ undergoes epenthesis of /e/ between the 

stem and the affixes in the present subjunctive forms. 

Thus, present subjunctive, lst person sg, ~ /s~a/, etc. 

7. The stress distribution is obligatory in the following 

forms /soy/, /es/, /son/, and /se/ and, therefore, does not 

constitute an irregularity. 

B. Tonic stem forms of the present subjunctive carry the 

stress of the epenthetic /e/. 10 

(.to 

9This stem /er-/ reappears in the imperfect forms. 
lOsimilar stress distribution occurs with verb ver /ber/ 

see•). Thus, present subj.,f.1rst person sg, ~~.etc. 
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Thus, present subj., 1st person sg, ~ /s&a/, etc. 

I C h The verb 1£ /¢ir/ 

The following table shows all present-tense forms of 

verb 1£ /¢ir/. 

Present forms of verb 1£ /¢ir/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Markei Form 

Present indicative 
1st p.s. ¢ b i OY ¢10 pl b~y 

2nd p.s. ¢ b i A ¢10 s bas 

Jrd p.s. ¢ b i A ¢10 PJ ba 

1st p.p. ¢ b i A ¢10 mos b&mos 

2nd p.p. ¢ b i A ¢10 ys b&ys 

Jrd p.p. ¢ b i A ¢10 n ban 

Present subjunctive 

1st p.s. ¢ bay i A ¢2 pl b&ya 

2nd p.s. ¢ bay i A ¢2 s b&yas 

Jrd p.s. ¢ bay i A ¢2 PJ b&ya 

1st p.p. ¢ bay 1 A ¢20 mos bay&mos 

2nd p.p. ¢ bay i A ¢20 ys bay&ys 

Jrd p.p. ¢ bay i A ¢2 n b&yan 

Imperative 
2nd p.s. ¢ b i E ¢;o p2 be 

2nd p.p. ¢ ¢ i ¢ ¢30 d id 

Table 63 

The verb /ir/ is the only Spanish verb whose stem is 

1¢1 in the infinitive form. It shows one single regular form 

in the group of the present. 
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Three stems are distinguished in the groups of forms of 

the present as follows• 

a) /¢-/ stem, e. g. ~ /id/ 

b) /b-/ stem, e. g. ~/bas/, ~/be/, etco 

c) /bay-/ stem elongation vaya /b&ya/, vayas /b4yash 

etc. 

1. The imperative, second person plural is the only 

regular form in the group of the present. 

Thus, imperative, 2nd person pl, 1a /id/ 

2. The imperative, 2nd person singular shows a stem lbh 

Thus, imperative, 2nd person sg, ~/be/ 

J. The present indicative, 1st person singular shows 

also a stem /b/, furthermore, it contains a final /y/, as do 

verbs S!r /dar/, estar /est&r/, and~ /ser/ already treated 

in I C e. and I C g. 

Thus, present ind., 1st person sg, voy /boy/ 

4. The remaining forms of the present indicative show 

also a stem /b/. Furthermore, these forms show a theme vowel 

/a/ corresponding to /-ar/ verbs. 

Thus, present indicative, 2nd person sg, ~ /bas/ 

Jrd person sg, va /ba/, etc. 

5. Present subjunctive forms contain a stem /bay/ 

Thus, present subj., 1st person sg, vaya /~ya/ 

2nd person sg, vayas /~yas/, etc. 
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Verbs ending in -irir /-ir!r/ with stem-medial 
replacement of /i/ by /y'/ 

Verbs ending in /-ir!r/ could be covered in I B b or 

I B f. However, rules I B b and I B f cover only verbs with 

a stem final vowel /e/; therefore, a new group is formed with 

/-ir!r/ verbs. This group is treated in this Chapter since 

only two verbs and their compounds, namely adguirir /adkir!r/ 

('to acquire•) and inguirir /inkir!r/ ('to inquire•) form 

this group. 

All verbs ending in -irir /-ir!r/show replacement of 

the stem final vowel /i/ by /y,/. The stem modifier /y~/ 

therefore appears in the second column of the tables. 

The stem of the present-tense forms of /-ir!r/ verbs 

presents two variations in complementary distribution, 

/i/ rv /y~/, 

according to the following rulesa 

I C i. 1. The /i/ of the /-ir/ stem endings always 
appears as /i/ with atonic stem forms. 1¢/, therefore, 
appears as a stem modifier in the second column of the tables. 

E. g. adguirir /adkir!f/ ('to acquire • ) 

Present ind. , 1st person pl, adguirimos /adkir!mos/ 

2nd person pl, adguir!s /adkir!ys/ 

Present subj., 1st person pl, adguiramos /adkir,mos/ 

2nd per sen pl, adguir,is /adkir,ys/ 

Imperative, 2nd person pl, adguirid /adkir!d/ 
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I C i. 2. The /i/ of the /ir-/ stem ending verbs ap­

pears as /y~/ with tonic stem forms. /y~/, therefore, ap-

pears as a stem modifier in the second column of the tables. 

E. g. inquirir /inkir!r/ ('to inquire•) 

Present ind., lst person sg, inquiero /inky~ro/, et. 

Present subj., lst person sg, inguiera /inky~ra/, etc. 

Imperative, 2nd person sg, inquiere /inky~re/. 

The distribution of /~/ and /y~/ in the stem modifier 

slot is shown in chart form in the following tablea 

Present-tense forms for all /-ir!r/ ending verbs 
with /~/ and /y~/ as stem modifiers 

in complementary distribution 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Present indicative 
lst p. s. adk1r ye i 0 ~1 pl aC!kyer o 

2nd p.s. adkir ye i E ~1 s adky~res 

Jrd p.s. adkir ye i E ~1 p3 adkyere 

lst p.p. adkir ¢: d. ~ ~10 mos adkir!mos 

2nd p.p. adk1r ~ i ~ ~10 ys adkir!ys 

Jrd p.p. adldr ye i E ~1 n adkyeren 
Table 64 

Identical distribution of /~/ and /ye/ is found in Chapter 

Three, Table 22. However, /ye/ replaces an /e/ in table 22 

while /y~/ replaces an /i/ in this table. Except for this 

consideration present subjunctive and imperative forms follow 

the paradigm presented in Table 22 and their repetition here 

is not necessary. 
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I C j. Verb jugar /xug4r/ ('to play•) 

This single verb could be covered in I B d or I B g. 

However, rules I B d and I B g cover only verbs with stem 

final vowel /o/; therefore, verb /xug~r/ is treated here. 

The verb /xug&r/ shows replacement of the stem final 

vowel /u/ by /we/. /we/, therefore, appears as a stem 

modifier in the second column of the table. 

The present-tense forms of the verb /xug~r/ show two 

variations in complementary distribution, 

/u/ rv /we/, 

according to the following rules• 

I C j. 1. The /u/ of the verb /xug~r/ always appears 
as /u/ with atonic stem forms. 1¢/, therefore, appears as 
a stem modifier in the second column of the tables. 

Thus, Present ind., 1st person pl, ,jugamos /xug~mos/ 

2nd person pl, .1ugais /xug~ys; 

Present subj., 1st person pl, juguemoo /xugemos/ 

2nd person pl, ,jugueis /xugeys/ 

Imperative, 2nd person pl, ,jugad /xug6.d/ 

I C j. 2. The /u/ of the verb /xug~r/ appears as /we/ 
with tonic stem forms. /w~~ therefore, appears as a stem 
modifier in the second column of the tables. 

Thus, Present ind., 1st person sg, ,juego /xuego/, etc. 

Present subj., 1st person sg, ,1uegue /xwege/, etc. 

Imperative, 2nd person sg, ,juega /xwega/. 
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The distribut i on of 1¢ and /w~/ in the stem modifier 

slot is shown in chart form in the following table• 

Present-tense forms for verb /xug~r/ with 
1¢1 and /w~/ as stem modifiers in 

complementary distribut ion 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod . Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 

Present indicative 
1st p.s. xug we a 0 ¢1 pl xw~go 

2nd p.s. xug we a ¢ ¢1 s xw~gas 

Jrd p. s. xug we a ¢ ¢1 PJ xw~ga 

1st p.p. xug ¢ a ¢ ¢10 mos xug~mos 

2nd p.p. xug ¢ a ¢ ¢10 ys xug~ys 

Jrd p.p. xug we a ¢ ¢1 n xw~gan 

Table 6 5 

Identical distribution of 1¢1 and /w~/ is found in 

Chapter Three, Table 25. However, /w~/ replaces an /o/ in 

table 25 while /w~/ replaces an /u/ in this table . Except 

for this consideration, present subjunctive and imperative 

forms follow the paradigm presented in table 25 and their 

repetition here is not necessary. 

II C Irregularities of the 
Preterite Forms 

We have noted in Chapter Three that the Spanish preterite 

forms are rather arbitrary within the scope of Spanish regular 

con jugations. For instance, the tense-mood-stress marker~ste~ 
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for second persons singular and plural , the /~/ tense­

mood-stress marker slot , typical of present tense forms, 

which we filled with~~~ and /~40;, and the/~/ person 

number marker slot for the second person singular, which 

we filled with P2 , are well known variations within the 

framework of Spanish /-ar/ , /-er/, and /-ir/ regular 

models. 

However, the great majority of the preterite forms 

are regular or regulable and only a few cases must be 

considered in this Chapter. 

Irregular forms of the preterite are separated into 

three groups as follows • 

a) The verb~ /dar/ ( ' to give • ) and its compounds 

b) The verbs estar /est,r/ (' to be '), andar /and,r/ 

( ' to walk ' ) and their compounds 

c) The verbs~ /ser/ ( ' to be ' ) and~ /ir/ ( ' to go ' ) 

II C a The verb !!!.!: /dar/ ( ' to give •) and its compounds 

Only /dar/ and /desd,r/ and no others replace the 

theme vowel of the /-ar/ verbs by the theme vowel of /-ir/ 

verbs in all preterite forms . 



1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 
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Preterite forms for all /-ar/ verbs with 
1¢1 stem modifier and replacement 

of theme vowel /a/ by /i/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Modo Marker Marker 

Preterite 
p.s. d ¢ a I ¢4o pl 

p.s. d ¢ a I ste p2 

p.s. d ¢ a y ¢4o PJ 

p.p. d ¢ a I ¢40 mos 

p.p. d ¢ a I ste ys 

p.p. d ¢ a A ro n 
Past subjunctive, /-ra/ form 

p.s. d {6 a A ra pl 

p.s. d ¢ a A ra s 

p.s. d ¢ a A ra p3 

P•P• d ¢ a A ra mos 

p.p. d ¢ a A ra ys 

PoP• d ¢ a A ra n 

Verb 
Form 

di 

d!ste 

dy~ 

d!mos 

d!steys 

dy&ron 

dy&ra 

dy&ras 

dy~ra 

dy&ramos 

dy~rays 

dy&ran 
Past subjunctive, /-se/ forms 

p.s. d ¢ a A se pl · dy~se 

p.s. d ¢ a A se s dy&ses 
,' 

Po So d ¢ a A se PJ dy&se 

p.p. d ¢ a A se mos dy&semos 

p.p. d ¢ a A se ys dy&seys 

p.p. d ¢ a A se n dy&sen 
Table 66 

Verbs~ /dar/ (•to give') and desdar /desd4r/ (•to 

turn a handle backwards') follow this paradigm. 

II C b Verbs estar /est4r/ and andar /and4r/ 

These verbs and their compounds show the following 

three variationsa 



1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 
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a) epenthesis of /ub/ as a stem elongation 

b ) replacement of stem vowel / - a-/ of /-ar/ verbs 

by l-i-/ of /-ir/ verbs 

c ) the stress falls on the epenthetic ,All:)/ instead of on the 

vowels /e/ or /o/ in the first and third persons singular 

Preterite forms for all /-ar/ verbs with /-ub-/ 
stem elongation and replacement of 

theme vowel /-a-/ by /-i-/ 
Ste Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 

Mod . Vowel Mod . Marker Marker Form 
Preterite 

p.s. and ub a E ¢4 pl andtibe .1.1 

p.s . and ub a I ste p2 andub!ste 

p.s. and ub a 0 ¢4 PJ andl!bo 

PoP • and ub a I ¢4o mos andub! mos 

p.p. and ub a I ste ys andub!steys 

p . p. and ub a A ro n anduby&ron 
Past subjunctive , /-ra/ forms 

p.s. and ub a A ra pl anduby~ra 

p . s . and ub a A ra s anduby&ras 

p.s . and ub a A ra PJ anduby~ra 

p . p . and ub a A ra mos andu by&ram:>s 

p . p. and ub a A ra ys anduby~rays 

p.p. and ub a A ra n anduby~ran 
Past subjunctive , 1-se/ forms 

p.s. and ub a A se pl anduby!se 

p. s . and ub a A se s anduby&ses 

Jrd p. s. and ub a A se PJ anduby~se 

1st p.p. and ub a A se mos anduby&semos 

2nd p.p. and ub a A se ys anduby&seys 

Jrd p.p. and ub a A se n anduby&sen 
Table 67 

llj¢~ marks 1st and Jrd persons singular preterite. 
The stem, however, is not stressedJ which constitutes another 
irregularity. 
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Verbs estar /est,r/ ('to be '), andar /and4r/ ('to walk '), 

and desandar /desand4r/ {'to retrograde ') follow this para-

d1gm. 

According to the preceding paradigm, the following rules 

are formulateda 

II C b. 1. All Spanish stems and stem endings in 
/and4r/ and /est4r/ and no others undergo an epenthetic /ub/ 
element at the end of the stem as shown in the second column 
of the tables. 

II C b. 2 . Furthermore, stems or stem endings in 
/and4r/ and /est4r/ show a stressed stem element in the 
preterite, first and third persons singular . 

E. g. andar /and4r/ {'to walk ') 

Preterite, lst person sg, anduve /and~be/ 

Jrd person sg, anduvo /and~bo/ 

II C b. J . The theme vowel /a/ is replaced by /i/ 
in the remaining forms of the preterite . 

E. g. Preterite 2nd person sg , and~v!~~~ /andub!ste/ 

lst person pl' anduvimos /andub!mos/, emo 

Past subj., I -raj forms, lst person sg, anduviera 

/anduby~ra/, etc. 

Past subj., /-se/ forms, lst person sg, anduviese 

/anduby~se/, etc. 

II c c Verbs ~ /ser/ {'to be ') and 1£ /¢ir/ { •to go ' ) 

Both /ser/ and /ir/ with no similar elements in their 

infinitives share in common the preterite forms. 



Stem 

1st p.s. s 

2nd p.s. s 

Jrd p.s. s 

1st P•P• s 

2nd P•P• s 

Jrd p.p. s 

1st p.s. s 

2nd p. s. s 

Jrd p.s. s 

1st p.p. s 

2nd P•P• s 

Jrd p.p. s 

1st p.s. s 

2nd p.s. s 

Jrd p.s. s 

1st p.p. s 

2nd p.p. s 

Jrd PoP• s 
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Preterite forms for verb 
ser /ser/ ('to be ') 

Stem Theme Theme v. TMS 
Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker 

Preterite 

fw e I ¢4o 

fw e I ste 

fw e ¢ ¢4o 

fw e I ¢40 

fw e I ste 

fw e ¢ ro 

PN 
Marker 

pl 

p2 

PJ 

mos 

ys 

n 

Past subjunctive, /-ra/ forms 

fw e ¢ ra pl 

fw e ¢ ra s 

fw e ¢ ra PJ 

fw e ¢ ra mos 

fw e ¢ ra ys 

fw e ¢ ra n 

Past subjunctive, /-se/ forms 

fw e ¢ se pl 

fw e ¢ se s 

fw e ¢ se PJ 

fw e ¢ se mos 

fw e ¢ se ys 

fw e ¢ se n 

Table 68 

Verb 
Form 

fw! 

fw!ste 

fw~ 

fw!mos 

fw!steys 

fw~ron 

fw~ra 

fw~ras 

fw&ra.· 

fw~ramos 

fw&rays 

fw~ran 

fw~se 

fw~ses 

fw~se 

fwesemos 

fueseys 

fwesen 
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Preterite forms for verb /~ir/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Modo Marker Marker Form 

Preterite 

1st p.s. ~ fw i ~ ~40 pl fw! 

2nd p.s. ~ fw i ~ ste p2 fw!ste 

Jrd PoS• ~ fw i E ¢40 PJ fw~ 

1st p.p. ~ fw i ¢ ¢4o mos fw!mos 

2nd p.p. ¢ fw i ~ ste ys fw!steys 

Jrd p.p. ~ fw i E ro n fu~ron 

Past subjunctive, /-ra/ forms 
1st p.s. ~ fw i E ra pl fw~ra 

2nd p.s. ~ fw i E ra s fw~ras 

Jrd p.s. ~ fw i E ra PJ fw~ra 

1st p.p. ~ fw i E ra mos fw&ramos 

2nd p.p. ~ fw i E ra ys fwErays 

Jrd p.p. ~ fw i E ra n fw~ran 

Past subjunctive, /-se/ forms 
1st p.s. ¢ fw i E se pl fw~se 

2nd p.s. ~ fw i E se s fw~ses 

Jrd p.s. ~ fw i E se PJ fw~se 

1st p.p. ¢ fw i E se mos fwEsemos 

2nd p.p. ¢ fw i E se ys fw~seys 

Jrd p.p. ¢ fw i E se n fw~sen 

Table 69 
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Starting with different stems which belong to different 

conjugations we come out with identical forms grouping dif-

ferent stems and theme vowel. 

Irregularities of the preterite for verbs /ser/ and 

/ir/ fall into the scope of the following rulesa 

II C c. 1. The stems /~-/ of /ir/ and /s-/ of /ser/ 
are replaced by /fw-/ in all forms of the preterite. 

E. g. /ser/ and /1r/ 

Preterite, 1st person sg, !& /fwf./ 

2nd person sg, fuiste /fw!ste/ 

1st person pl, fuimos /fw!mos/ 

2nd person pl, fuisteis /fw!steys/ 

II C c. 2. The /y/ of the elements /ye/ and /yo/ dis-
appears because, 1n Spanish, the cluster of two semivowels 
together with a following vowel 1s impossible. 

E. g. /ser/ and /ir/ 

Preterite, 3rd person pl, fueron /fw~ron/ 

Past subj., /-ra/ forms, 1st person sg, fuera /fw~r~ et~ 

Past subj., /-se/ forms, 1st person sg, fuese /fw~se(, ~. 

II C c. 3. The /yo/ element of the preterite, 3rd 
person singular is replaced by /e/ (/y/ is dropped, rule 
II C c. 2. above, and /o/ is replaced by /e/). 

Thus, preterite, 3rd person sg, ~ /fw~/ 
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III C Irregularities of the Future 

Only two verbs will be considered irregular in the 

future forms, namely hacer /aQ~r/ and its compounds and 

verb decir /deQ!r/ . 12 

a) The verb hacer /aQ~r/ and its compounds 

These verbs undergo both a stem modification and 

omission of the theme vowel in the future forms. 

1st p.s. 

2nd p.s. 

Future forms with a stem modifier /a/ and 
a theme vowel modifier /X/ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 
Mod. Vowel Mod . Marker Marker Form 

Future 
aQ a e X re pl ar~ 

aQ a e X raF s ar~s 

Jrd p.s . aQ a e X raF PJ ar~ 

1st p.p. aQ a e X re mos ar~mos 

2nd p.p. aQ a e X re ys ar~ys 

Jrd p.p. aQ a e X raF n ar~n 

Conditional 
1st p.s. aQ a e X ria pl ar!a 

2nd p. s. aQ a e X ria s ar!as 

Jrd p.s. aQ a e X ria PJ ar! a 

1st p.p. aQ a e X ria mos ar! amos 

2nd p.p. aQ a e X ria ys ar!ays 

Jrd p.p. aQ a e X ria n ar!an 
Table 70 

1~he /eQ!r/ verbs whose preterite forms have been reg­
ularized in Chapter Three, rule II B b.4.d, split now into 
two groupsa 

a) The verb decir /deQ!r/ which is irregular in its 
future forms , and 

b) The compounds of decir /deQ! r/ e . g . predecir /prede­
Q!r/ ( ' to predict • ) whose future forms are regular . 



132 

According to the preceding paradigm, the following 

rule can be formulated• 

III C a. 1 The verb hacer /aQ~r/ and its compounds 
show omission of both the final stem /0/ and theme vowel /e/. 

E. g. hacer /aQ~r/ ('to do, to make') 

Future, 1st person sg, har~ /ar~/, etc. -
Conditional, 1st person sg, har:fa /ar!a/, etc. 

III C b The verb decir /deQ!r/ ('to say') 

The verb /deQ!r/ shows both a stem modification and 

omission of the theme vowel in the forms of the future. 

1st p.s. 

2nd p.s. 

Jrd p.s. 

1st p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

3rd p.p. 

1st p.s. 

2nd p. s. 

Jrd p.s. 

1st p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

3rd p._p. 

Future forms for verb /deQ!r/ with /di/ 
as stem modifier and /X/ as 

a theme vowel modifier 
Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN 

Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker 
Future 

deQ di i X re pl 

deQ di i X raF s 

deO di i X raF p3 

deO di i X re mos 

deO di i X re ys 

deO di i X raF n 
Conditional 

deO di i X ria pl 

deQ di i X ria s 

deQ di i X ria PJ 
deO di i X ria mos 

deO di i X ria ys 

deQ di i X ria n 
Table 71 

Verb 
Form 

dirE 

dir~s 

dir~ 

dir~mos 

dir~ys 

dir~n 

dir!a 

dir!as 

dir!a 

dir!amos 

dir.fays 

dir!an 



133 

According to the preceding paradigm, the following rule 

can be formulateda 

III C b. 1 The verb/deQ!r/ shows a replacement of the 
stem vowel /e/ by /i/. The stem vowel /e/ of /deOi is replaced 
by /i/. Furthermore, it shows the omission of both the final 
stem /Q/ and the theme vowel /e/, as does the verb hacer 
/aQ~r/ (rule III C ao 1. above). 

E. g. decir /deQ!r/ (•to say•) 

Future, 1st person sg, ~ /dir~/ 

Conditional, 1st person sg, dir!a /dir!a/ 

IV C Irregularities in the Imperfect Forms 

The vast majority of imperfect forms are regular and 

follow the /-ar/, /-er/, and /-ir/ paradigms, which have been 

presented in tables 53, 54, and 55. Only the three following 

Spanish verbs remain to be analyzeda 

a) The verb ~ /ser/ ( •to be') 

b) The verb ~ /ber/ ('to see•) 

c) The verb !!. /ir/ ( •to go') 

IV C a. The verb ~ /ser/ 

This verb is regular only in the forms of the future. 

The imperfect forms show a replacement of the stem and an 

omission of the theme vowel. 

1st p.s. 
2nd p.s. 

Jrd p.s. 

1st p.p. 

2nd p.p. 

1rd n.n. 

Imperfect forms for verb ser /ser/ with 
/er-/ as stem modifier-and /X/ 

as a theme vowel modifier 
Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 

Mod. Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 
s er e X a pl ~ra 

s er e X a s ~ras 

s er e X a p3 ~ra 

s er e X a mos ~ramos 

s er e X a ys ~rays 

s er e X a n ~ran 
Table 72 

• 
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According to the preceding paradigm the following rules 

can be formulated & 

IV C a . 1 In the imperf ect f orms of the verb /ser/ the 
stem /s-/ is replaced by /er- / . 13 

I V C a . 2 In the imperfect forms the theme vowel /e/ 
is deleted . 

IV C a. 3 The imperfect shows tonic stem forms due to 
cancellation of the theme vowel . 

Thus, imperfect , 1st person sg , ~ /~ra/ , etc. 

IV C b The verb ~ /ber/ 

The verb ~ /ber/ shows an epenthesis of /e/ between 

the stem and the theme vowe1 . 14 

1st PoS e 

2nd p . s . 

3rd p . s . 

1st p . p. 

2nd p . p. 

3rd P oP • 

Imperfect forms for the verb ver /ber/ 
with stem modifier /be~ 

Stem Stem Theme Theme Vo TMS PN 
Mod. Vowel Mod . Marker Marker 

b be e I a pl 

b be e I a s 

b be e I a p3 

b be e I a mos 

b be e I a ys 

b be e I a n 
Table 73 

Verb 
Form 
be! a 

be! as 

be :1.'a 

be! amos 

be! ays 

be! an 

The irregularities of the imperfect forms of verb~ 

/ber/ are explained by the following r ule a 

I V C b. 1 The stem /b-/ of the verb /ber/ is replaced 
by /be-/ in all the forms of the imperfect . 

13s ee , for instance , the stem /er-/ in the forms of the 
present (Chapter IV , I C g. 3 . h 

14The same /e/ appears in the forms of the present (see , 
Chapter IV , I C d . 2.). 
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Thus, imperfect, 1st person sg, vefa /befa/, etc. 

IV C c The verb 1£ /¢ir/ 

The verb 1! /ir/ contains a theme vowel modifier which 

brings the imperfect forms of /ber/ close to those of /-ar/ 

verbs. 

1st 

2nd 

Jrd 

1st 

2nd 

)rd 

p.s. 

p.s. 

p.s. 

P•P• 

p.p. 

p.p. 

Imperfect form for the verb /ir/ with 1¢1 
stem, 1¢1 stem modifier and /b/ 

as theme vowel modifier 
Stem Stem Theme Theme v. TMS PN Verb 

Modo Vowel Mod. Marker Marker Form 
¢ ¢ i b a pl fba 

¢ ¢ i b a s !bas 

¢ ¢ 1 b a PJ !ba 

¢ ¢ i b a mos !bamos 

¢ ¢ i b a ys !bays 

¢ ¢ i b a n !ban 

Table 74 

The following final rule governs the irregularities of 

these imperfect forms• 

IV C c. 1 All forms of the verb/¢tt/ show an epenthetic 
/b/ between the theme vowel and the tense-mood-stress marker 
in the forms of the imperfect. /b/, therefore, appears as 
theme vowel modifier in the fourth column of the tables. 

Thus, imperfect, 1st person sg, ~ /fba/, etc. 



Chapter V 

Summary 

In Chapter Two, I have developed a unified method to 

analyze both regular and irregular verbs. Verbs traditionally 

termed irregular have been further divided into two groups, 

namely regulable and irregular, based on a rather subjective 

criterion. 

In Chapter Three this analytical technique was applied 

to both regular and regulable verbs, pointing out both their 

similarities and their different characteristics. In Chapter 

Four, the irregular verbs were treated and analyzed using the 

same criteria as for regular and regulable verbso 

It is my purpose now to dem~ate some accomplishment& 

to point out some of the inherent flaws, and to add some 

final observations. 

As accomplishments, the following can be listed• 

1. In this study, fifty unique finite forms are gener­

ated and perfectly distinguished for each conjugation, includ­

ing e. go amamos /am~mos/ ( ' we love • ), first person plural pre­

sent indicative, and amamos /am&mos/ ( •we love • ), first person 

plural, preterite. These forms are phonetically identical, 

but they are generated differently, as followsa 

/am&mos/, present, /am + ¢ + a + ¢ + ¢10 + mos/ 

/amimos/, preterite, /am + ¢ + a + ¢ + ¢40 + mos/ 

2. The differences among the three conjugations, and 

136 
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mainly between second and third conjugations, no longer rests 

solely in the stem, which carries no inflectional information, 

but in the theme vowel, which consistently retains its fun~on 

as a conjugation differentiator in all verb forms. 

3. In this method, stress is as important an element as 

it was in the Stockwell, Bowen, & Martin method, but as opposed 

to the s. B. & M. method, no two forms are ever differentiated 

by the stress only. ~ /&mo/ ('I love•) and~ /am~/ ('he 

loved'), for instance, will be generated quite differently, 

as follows• 

~/hoi 

am~ /am~/ 

/am + ¢ + a + 0 + ¢1 + P1/ and 

I am + ¢ + a + 0 + ~0 + P 
3
1 

4. First and third persons singular are not disti~Ed 

in several tenses in written as well as in spoken Spanish. Thus, 

~ !'me/ is both the first and the third persons singular 

present subjunctive; amara /am,ra/ is both the first and the 

third persons singular past subjunctive (/-ra/ forms); amase 

/am,se/ is both the first and the third persons singular past 

subjunctive (/-se/ forms); amar!a /amar!a/ is both the first 

and the third persons singular conditional; amaba /am&ba/ is 

both the first and the third persons singular imperfect. 

In addition ~ l'ma/ is both the third person singUlar 

present indicative and the second person singular imperative 

These ambiguities no longer exist under the system presented 

i n this project, as a result of the introduction of the mor­

phophonemic symbols /P1/, /P2/, and /P
3
/. 
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5. Mood is always overtly marked in this system. The 

morphophonemic symbols /~1/, /~10/, /~2/, /~20/, 1~31. 1~301. 
1~41, and /~40; in the tense-mood-stress marker slot mark the 

stress position, tense, and mood when other structural elements 

of the Spanish verb fail to provide this information. For 

instance, !!! /!me/ 1st person singular present subjunctive 

and am~ /am~/ first person singular preterite, are generated 

as followsa 

/&me/ present subj., /am+~+ a+ E + ~2 + P1/ 

/am~/ preterite, /am+~+ a+ E + ~0 ~ P1/ 

1~21 and /~40; in this example mark mood as well as tense 

and stress position. 

Several flaws can be recognized in this project and 

certain areas remain to be studied. Among those are the 

following a 

a. Non-finite forms have not been treated in this 

project. All defective verbs have not been treated either, 

since this study was limited to finite forms. 

b. The stress distribution is generally predictable by 

tense-mood-stress marker. There are cases, however, which 

resist prediction of the stress distribution. In the present 

tense forms of verbs ending in /iar/, the stress position is 

indeterminate. For instance, the verb rociar /roOilr/ ('to 

moisten, to sprinkle') yields roc!o /rooto/ for the first 

~erson singular, ~resent indicative, while asociar /asoQi&r/ 

('to associate') yields asocio /as6Qio/. 
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c. In this method of treating the Spanish verb, there 

are overlapping categories in many cases which suggest that 

the system possibly can be simplified. The /-d/ of the plural 

imperative, for instance, carries all the information needed 

to identify the form in reference to tense, mood, number and 

person. It is important to note that it is the horizontally-

read combination of elements in each verb in the tables which 

distinguish one hundred and fifty different finite regular, 

regulable, or irregular Spanish verbal forms. 

Finally three curious considerations must be mentioned• 

1. The first one concerns the infinitive. Since the 

infinitive is a non-finite form, it has not been directly 

treated in this study, but has been mentioned repeatedly 

throughout these pages as the citation form, or "name" of 

each verb. Forms like sea /s~a/ from ser /ser/ and ve!a - - -
/be!a/ from ~ /ber/ suggest that the infinitive might 

profitably be treated as an irregular form in some cases. 

The forms~ /s~a/ and ve!a /be!a/, for instance, could be 

generated as regular forms from the non-existent Spanish 

infinitives *~ and *~. However, the infinitive will 

consistently be considered regular for the two following 

reasonsa First, a regular infinitive maintains a constant 

and traditional reference point or citation form for all 

Spanish verbs. Second, an irregular infinitive for /ser/ 

regularizes six forms in the present subjunctive, but turns 

irregular the imperative and all forms of the future and 
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conditional. 

2. Another consideration concerns statistics. The vast 

majority of /-ar/ verbs are regular. Approximately half of the 

/-ir/ verbs are regular as well (slightly more than three hun­

dred out of a total of 650 /-ir/ Spanish verbs). However, only 

some 140 /-er/ verbs are regular out of a total of 600. Fur­

thermore, the -ecer /eQ~r/ group of verbs which undergoes 

epenthesis of /k/ in the forms of the present by elongation of 
1 

the stem, is used in 250 verbs. 

J. For our convenience, the infinitive is always ~­

SIDERED as regular. The imperative 2nd person plural (~ 

/am&d/) is ALWAYS regular, however, and it is the only Spanish 

form resulting from the replacement of the characteristic 

final /-r/ of the infinitive by a /-d/. 

"By enabling the prediction of the conjugational parad1g:ms 

of all Spanish verbs solely by the forms of the infinitive , we 

will come a step closer to the completion of a grammar of the 
2 

language not requiring the native speaker• s intuition. •• 

1 See, for instance, Chapter Three, rules I B a. 1 and 
I B a. 2. 

2From "The Regularization of Spanish 'Irregular Verbs•" 
by Melvyn c. Resnick and C~sar Oro, paper read at the Fifty­
First Annual Meeting of The American Association of Teachers 
of Spanish and Portuguese, Chicago, December 29, 1969, in 
which a brief summary of the purpose and methodology of this 
study was presented. 
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However, the preceding rules are not expected to provide 

a revolutionary method for teaching Spanish verbs to new lerner~ 

Foreign-language teaching methods pay little attention to 

generative rules. But beyond the ability of Speaking or 

learning a language is the enjoyment of the thinker who looks 

at the "whys" of things and attempts to discover more about 

the structure of Spanish and of language in general. 

Furthermore, this classification and regularization 

might prove useful in machine translation of Spanish. 



Appendix I 

The purpose of this appendix is to give a concise list 

of those verbs in Spanish that we have considered regulable, 

and those verbs that have remained irregular in the precedmg 

chapters. 1 

The list contains five columns. The VERB column shows 

the infinitive of each verb. 

The second column, labeled AC (Academia Espanola), 

contains three possible entries, the numbers 1, 2, ' or J, with 

the following meaningsa 

1. This verb listed as irregular by the Diccionario of the 

Real Academia Espanola. 

2. No irregularity mentioned for th~s verb in the Diccio-

nario. 

3. This verb not included in the Diccionario. 

The next three columns of the list, labeled PRES(ent), 

PRET(erite), FUT(ure), indicate which rule(s) in Chapters III 

and IV apply to that verb for each tense group. The entries 

in these columns correspond to rule numbers in each chapter. 

Capital letter B indicates a regulable verb rule to be found 

in chapter III. Capital letter C indicates an irregular 

verb rule to be found in Chapter IV. 

A blank slot in one of these columns indicates that 

there is no variation here from the corresponding regular 

model paradigm. 

lThe corpus for this thesis was selected from Ram~n Al­
sina, Todos los verbos castellanos conJugados (Barcelona, 1969), 
pp. 22-236; santiago Lazzati, Diccionario, pp. 286-423; Peter 
E. Traub, Spanish Verb, pp. 203-209; and Real Academia Espa­
nola, Gramltica, pp:-!10-115, and Diccionario manual e Ilustra­
S£ ~ ~ Lengua Castellana (Madrid, 1956). 
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Regulable and Irregular Spanish Verbs 

VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET 

- - --abastecer 1 Bal adormecer 1 Bal 
abducir 3 Bal Bbl adormir 2 Bg Ba2 

Bb22 adquirir 1 Ci 
aberrar 2 Bb aducir 1 Bal Bbl 
ablandecer 1 Bal Bb22 
abluir 3 Ba4 advenir 2 Be Bbl 
abnegar 1 Bb Bb23a 
aborrecer 1 Bal advertir 1 Bf Bal 
abravecer 1 Bal afeblecerse 2 Bal 
absolver 1 Bd aferrar 1 Bb 
abstenerse 1 Be Bbl Bb aferventar 3 Bb 

Bb24b afluir 2 Ba4 
abstraer 1 Ba3 Bbl afollar 1 Bd 

Bb21 aforar 1 Bd 
a bunola~ 1 Bd agorar 1 Bd 
aca~cer 1 Bal agradecer 1 Bal 
acaer 3 Ba3 aguamelar 3 Bb 
acertar 1 Bb ajorar 1 Bd 
aclarecer 2 Bal alebrarse 1 Bb 
aclocar 2 Bd alentar 1 Bb 
a coelarse 2 Bd aliquebrar 2 Bb 
acollar 2 Bd almorzar 1 Bd 
acomedirs~ 2 Be Ba alobreguecer 1 Bal 
acontec;r 1 Bal alongar 1 Bd 
acordar 1 Bd aloquecerse 2 Bal 
acornar 1 Bd altivece~ 1 Bal 
acreeentar 1 Bd amanecer 2 Bal 
acrecer 1 Bal amarecer 3 Bal 
adaponer 3 Ba2 Bbl Bb amarillecer 1 Bal 

Bb24e amelar 2 Bb 
adestrar 1 Bb amen tar 2 Bb 
adherecer 3 Bal amoblar 1 Bd 
adherir 1 Bf Bal amodorrecer 1 Bal 
adolecer 1 Bal amohecer 1 Bal 
adonecer 2 Bal amolar 1 Bd 

2Defective verb. 

3This verb is sometimes regular , according to its 
meaning. See appendix II . 

FUT 

Bb 
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VERBS AC PRES pm;rr FUT VERBS AC PRES PREr FUT 

-- --
amollecer 3 Bal arrecentar 3 Bb 
amorecer 1 Bal a:ITecostarse 3 Bd 
amortecer 2 Bal arrendar 1 Bb 
amover 1 Bd a.rrepent1rse 1 Bf Bal 
anacer 3 Bal arrevolver 1 Bd 
an dar 1 Cb ascender 1 Bb 
aneblar 1 Bb aseguir 3 Be Ba 
anedfr 4 J Be Ba as en tar 1 Bb 
anochecer 1 Ba1 asentir 1 Bf Ba1 
antedecir 1 Cf Bal aserrar 1 Bb 

Bb24d asestar 2 Bb 
anteponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb a sir 1 Ba2 

Bb24e a solar 2 Bd 
antevenir 1 Be Bbl Bb asoldar 1 Bd 

antever5 
Bb23a a sonar 1 Bd 

l Cd asosegar 1 Bb 
anzo1ar 1 Bd aspaventar 2 Bb 
apacentar 1 Bb astrenir 1 Be Ba 
a pacer 3 Bal atarde;cer4 1 Bal 
aparecer 1 Ba1 a tender 1 Bb 
apercollar 2 Bd atenerse 1 Be Bbl Bb 
apergollar 3 Bd Bb24b 
apernar 1 Bb at en tar 1 Bb 
apescollar 2 Bd aterecerse 1 Bal 
apesgollar 3 Bd aternecer 3 Bal 
apetecer 1 Bal aterrar 1 Bb 
anteferir 3 Bf Bal aterrecer 3 Bal 
a placer 1 Bal atesar 3 Bb 
aplegar 2 Bb ate star 1 Bb 
aponer 3 Ba2 Bbl Bb atollecer 3 Bal 

Bb24e atomecer 3 Bal 
apoquecer J Bal atontecer 3 Bal 
apostar Bd atorar 1 Bd 
apretar 1 Bb atorcer J Bd 
aprevenir 2 Be Bbl Bb a traer 1 BaJ Bbl 

Bb23a Bb21 
a pro bar 1 Bd atravesar 1 Bb 
aprovecer 2 Bal atribuir 1 Ba4 
arbolecer 1 Bal atronar 1 Bd 
arborecer 1 Bal avalentar 3 Bb 
argi.iir 1 Ba4 avanecerse 2 Bal 
aridecer 1 Bal avenir 1 Be Bbl Bb 

Bb2Ja 

4nefective verb. 
5The imperfect forms of verb antever follow rule IV C b . 
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VERBS AC PRES PRE'I' FUT VERBS AC PRES PREI' FUT 

-- --
aventar 1 Bb componer 2 Ba2 Bb1 Bb 
avergonzar 1 Bd Bb24e 
azo1ar 1 Bd com pro bar 1 Bd 
be1dar 1 Bb concebir 2 Be Ba 
bendecir 1 Cf Bb1 concer nir 2 Bb 

Bb24d concertar 1 Bb 
bienquerer 2 Bb Bb1 Ba conc1u1r 2 Ba4 

Bb24c concordar 2 Bd 
bistraer 2 Ba3 Bb1 condecir 2 Cf Bb1 

Bb21 Bb24d 
b1anquecer 1 Bal condescer.der 2 Bb 
buir 3 Ba4 condolecerse 2 Ba1 
caber 2 Cb Bb1 Ba condo1erse 2 Bd 

Bb24a conducir 1 Ba1 Bb1 
caer 1 Ba3 Bb22 
ca1ecer 1 Ba1 conferir 2 Bf Ba1 
ca1ecerse 2 Ba1 confesar 1 Bb 
ca1entar 1 Bb conf1u1r 2 Ba4 
cRJ,mibrecerse 3 Ba1 conmover 2 Bd ... 

3 Ba1 1 Ba1 canecer conocer 
ca1;ecer 1 Ba1 conseguir 2 Be Ba 
cegar 1 Bb consentir 2 Bf Ba1 
cenir 1 Be Ba conso1ar 1 Bd 
ce1;ner 2 Bb con sonar 1 Bd 
cernir 2 Bb conspuir 2 Ba4 
cerrar 1 Bb const1tu1r 2 Ba4 
cimentar 1 Bb constrenir 1 Be Ba 
c1rcu1r 2 Ba4 constru~r 2 Ba4 
c1rcunoeii1r 3 Be Ba con tar 1 Bd 
circunfertr 2 Bf Ba1 contender 2 Bb 
circunvenir 3 Be Bb1 Bb contener 2 Be Bb1 Bb 

Bb23a Bb24b 
circunvolar 2 Bd con torcerse 2 Bd 
c1arecer 2 Ba1 cmtracordar 3 Bd 
c1ocar 2 Bd con tradecir 1 Cf Bb1 
coadqu1r1r 3 Ci Bb24d 
coarrendar 3 Bb con traer 2 Ba3 Bb1 
cocer 1 Bd Bb21 
coextenierse 2 Bb con trah9cer 2 Cc Bb1 Ca 
co1ar 2 Bd Bb23d 
co1eg1r 2 Be Ba con traher.rar 3 Bb 
co1gar 1 Bd con trapcner 2 Ba2 Bb1 Bb 
co11cuecer 2 Ba1 Bb24e 
comedirse 2 Be Ba contraprol:ar 3 Bd 
comenzar 1 Bb contrarre-
compadecer 2 Ba1 querir 3 Bf Ba1 
comparecer 2 Ba1 contraven1r 2 Be Bb1 Bb 
competir 2 Be Ba Bb23a 
comp1acer 2 Ba1 contr1bu1r 2 Ba4 



146 

VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 

-- --
controvert1r 2 Bf Bal desacertar 1 Bb 
convalecer 2 Bal desacollar 2 Bd 
convenir 2 Be Bbl Bb desacordar 1 Bd 

Bb23a desadormecer 2 Bal 
convertir 1 Bf Bal desadvertlr. l Bf Bal 
convolverse 3 Bd desaferrar 1 Bb 
corregi~ 1 Be Ba desaforar 1 Bd 
corroer 1 A desagra.decer 1 Bal 

Ba3 desalentar 1 Bb 
costar 1 Bd desamoblar 1 Bd 
costrenir 3 Be Ba desamortecer 3 Bal 
crecer , 1 Bal desandar 1 Cb 
dar 1 Ce Ca desanzolar 3 Bd 
decaer 1 Ba3 desaparecer 1 Bal 
dec en tar 1 Bb desapretar 1 Bb 
decir 1 Cf Bbl Cb desaprobar 1 Bd 

Bb24d desarrendar 1 Bb 
decrecer 1 Bal deSUTeVO! ver 2 Bd 
dedolar 1 Bd desasentar 1 Bb 
deducir 1 Bal Bbl de sa sir 1 Ba2 

Bb22 desasose~ 1 Bb 
defender 1 Bb desatender 2 Bb 
defenecer 2 Bal desatentar 1 Bb 
deferir 1 Bf Bal desa.terecerse 3 Bal 
deflu1r 3 Ba4 desaterrar 2 Bb 
degollar 1 Bd de sa traer 2 Ba3 Bbl 
dementar 2 Bb Bb21 
demoler 1 Bd desa.travesar 3 Bb 
demostrar 1 Bd desavenir 1 Be Bbl Bb 
denegar 1 Bb Bb23a 
denegrecer 1 Bal desaventar 3 Bb 
denostar 1 Bd de saver-
den tar 1 Bb gonzarse 3 Bd 
deponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb desat:astecer 3 Bal 

Bb24e desbravecer 2 Bal 
derrenegar 1 Bb descaecer 2 Bal 
derrengar 1 Bb descaer 2 Ba3 
derretir 1 Be Ba descalentar 3 Bb 

descender 1 Bb 
derru1r 1 Ba4 descenir 2 Be Ba 
desatastecer 2 Bal desce~rar 2 Bb 

6This verb shows sometimes additional irregular forms 
according to Real Academia Espanola Gram4tica, p. 108, in the 
first person present indicative ,and in all forms of present 
subjunctive. 

royo /rf>yo/ Eo g. present ind., 1st person sg, 
present subj., 1st person sg, roya /rSyah etc. 
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VERBS AC PRES PRE!' FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 
-- --

descimErll:ar 2 Bb desfa11ecer 1 Ba1 
descocer 1 Bd desfavorecer 1 Ba1 
desco1gar 1 Bd desflaq uecer J :sa 
desco11ar 1 Bd desf1ocar 1 Bd 
desccmed.1rse 2 Be Ba desf1or~er 2 Ba1 
descompmer 2 Ba2 Bb1 Bb desfort:al.ecer 1 Ba1 

Bb24e desforzarse J Bd 
desconce:rtar 1 Bb desgobemar 1 Bb 
desconocer 2 Ba1 des guarnecer 2 Ba1 
desconsentir 2 Bf Ba1 deshacer 1 Cc Bb1 Ca 
desconsolar 1 Bd Bb2Jc 
descontar 1 Bd deshe1ar 1 Bb 
desconvenir 1 Be Bb1 Bb desherbar 1 Bb 

Bb2Ja desherrar 1 Bb 
descordar 2 Bd deshombre-
descornar 1 Bd cerse J Ba1 
descortarse 2 Bd demumedecer 2 Ba1 
descrecer 2 Ba1 desimponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb 
des dar 1 Ce Ca Bb24e 
desdecir 1 Cf Bb1 de s1.nvemar 1 Bb 

Bb24d des1eir 1 Be Ba 
desdentar 1 Bb deslendrar 1 Bb 
desembebe- des1ucir 1 Ba1 

cerse 2 Ba1 desmaj<>1ar 1 Bd 
desembill.~er J Ba1 desmedirse 2 Be Ba 
desem1ra:vec:m- 2 Ba1 desme1ar 1 Bb 
desembru:teoer J Ba1 desmembrar 1 Bb 
desempedrar 1 Bb desmentir 1 Bf Ba1 
desz: mpobrecer 1 Ba1 desmerecer 1 Ba1 
des~ecer 2 Ba1 desmo1er 1 Bd 
desencerm.r 1 Bb desmorecerse 2 Ba1 
desEilOO~J Bd desnegar 2 Bb 
desenco.rdar 1 Bd desnevar 1 Bb 
desencovar 2 Bd desncb1ecer J Ba1 
desencrudecer J Ba1 desobedecer 1 Ba1 
desencruelecer J Ba1 desobst:t"Wr 1 Ba4 
desen:t\lrecer 2 Bal desoir 1 BaS 
desengmsar 1 Bd deso1ar 1 Bd 
desenmoheoer 2 Ba1 deso1dar 1 Bd 
desenmuiecer 2 Ba1 deso11ar 1 Bd 
desenraiecer 2 Ba1 desosar 1 Bd 
desensobel:'- desosegar 2 Bb 

becer 2 Ba1 desparecer 1 Ba1 
desentalderse 2 Bb despedir 1 Be Ba 
desente:mn- 1 Bb despedrar 2 Bb 
desen1xrpecer 2 Ba1 d.espereoerse 1 Ba1 
desentris- despernar 1 Bb 

tecer J Ba1 despertar 1 Bb 
desentum.ecer 1 Ba1 despezar 1 Bb 
desenvo1 ver 1 Bd desp1acer 1 Ba1 
deservir 1 Be Ba desp1egar 1 Bb 
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VERBS AC PRES PRE!' FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 

-- --
despob1ar 1 Bd d1sp1aeer 1 Ba.1 
despreventr J Be Bb1 Bb disponer 1 Ba.2 Bb1 Bb 

Bb2Ja Bb24e 
desquebrar J Bb distender 1 Bb 
desquerer 2 Bb Bb1 Ba. dis traer 1 BaJ Bb1 

Bb24e Bb21 
destender J Bb distribuir 1 Ba4 
destentar 1 Bb divertir 1 Bf Ba1 
destenir 1 Be Ba do1ar 1 Bd 
deste:r:rar 1 Bb do1er 1 Bd 
destituir 2 Ba4 dormir 1 Bg Ba2 
destoreer 1 Bd edueir 2 Ba1 Bb1 
destostar J Bd Bb22 
destroear 1 Bd ef1orecerse 2 Ba1 
destruir 1 Ba4 e1eg1r 1 Be Ba 
destullecer J Ba1 embarbeeer 2 Ba1 
desva1er J Ba2 embarneeer 1 Ba1 
desvaneeer 2 Ba1 embasteeer 2 Ba1 
desventar 1 Bb embebeeer 2 Ba.1 
desvergon- em be118:1Ue-

zarse 1 Bd eerse 1 Ba1 
desvestir 2 Be Ba embe11eeer 1 Ba1 
desvo1ver 1 Bd embel:mejeeer 1 Ba1 
detener 1 Be Bb1 Bb em bestir 1 Be Ba 

Bb24b emb1andecer 1 Ba.1 
detraer 1 BaJ Bb1 emblanquecer 1 Ba1 

Bb21 embobeeer 1 Ba1 
devenir 1 Be Bb1 Bb embosquecer 1 Ba1 

Bb2Ja embraveeer 1 Ba1 
devo1ver 1 Bd embruteeer 1 Ba1 
dezmar 2 Bb emendar J Bb 
diferir 1 Bf Ba1 empajo1ar 2 Bd 
d1f1u1r 1 Ba4 empa11deeer 2 Ba1 
digerir 1 Bf Ba1 emparentar 1 Bb 
d11u1r 2 Ba4 empavorecer J Ba1 
diminuir 2 Ba4 empeeer 1 Ba1 
dirruir J Ba4 empalernecer J Ba1 
diseernir 1 Bb empedrar 1 Bb 
diseontar 2 Bd empSiueiiecm- 1 Ba1 
d1seonvE!11r 1 Be Bb1 Bb empeza:r: 1 Bb 

Bb2Ja emp1asteoer 1 Ba1 
diseordar 1 Bd emp1umeeer 1 Ba1 
disentir 1 Bf Ba1 empobreeer 1 Ba1 
di sforzarse J Bd empodreeer 1 Ba1 
dismembrar J Bb empo1tro-
disminuir 2 Ba4 neeerse 1 Ba1 
d1so1ver 1 Bd emporear 1 Bd 
disonar 1 Bd empreteeer J Ba1 
dispertar J Bb emputeeer J Ba1 
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VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 

-- --
enaltecer 2 Ba1 enfurecer 1 Ba1 
e.n:marilleoer 2 Ba1 enfure1ea;,r .3 Ba1 
enardecer 1 Ba1 engatecer .3 Ba1 
encabe11e- engerirse 1 Bf Ba1 

cerse 1 Ba1 engorar 1 Bd 
enca1vecer 1 Ba1 engordecer .3 Ba1 
enca11ecer 1 Ba1 engrandecer 1 Ba1 
encandecer 1 Ba1 engravecer 2 Ba1 
encanecer 2 Ba1 engreir 1 Be Ba 
encarecer 1 Ba1 engrosar 1 Bd 
encarnecer 1 Ba1 engrosecer .3 Ba1 
enceguecer .3 Ba1 engrumecel:'se 1 Ba1 
encender 1 Bb enhambreoer .3 Ba1 
encentar 1 Bb enhambrenta.r .3 Bb 
encerrar 2 Bb enhestar 2 Bb 
encetar 2 Bb enhocar .3 Bd 
enc1ocar 1 Bd enhumedecer .3 Ba1 
enc1oquecer 1 Ba1 enjerirse .3 Bf Ba1 
enooolar 1 Bd enlangtlldeoer .3 Ba1 
encomendar 1 Bb en1enzar 1 Bb 
encomenzar .3 Bb en1o breguece:- 1 Ba1 
encontrar 1 Bd en1oquecer 2 Ba1 
encorar 1 Bd en1ozaneoer .3 Ba1 
encordar 1 Bd en1uc1r 1 Ba1 
encor ecer 1 Ba1 en1ustrecer 1 Ba1 
encornar .3 Bd en11entecer 1 Ba1 
encostarse 2 Bd en11ocar 1 Bd. 
encovar 1 Bd enmagrecer 1 Ba1 
encrudecer 1 Ba1 enma1ecer 1 Ba1 
encrue1ecer 1 Ba1 enmar111e-
encubertar 1 Bb cerse 1 Ba1 
end en tar 1 Bb enme1ar 1 Bb 
endentecer 1 Ba1 enmendar 1 Bb 
endormir .3 Bg Ba2 enmenzar .3 Bb 
endurecer 1 Ba1 enmocecer .3 Ba1 
enfervorecer .3 Ba1 enmohecer 1 Ba1 
enfiereoeme 1 Ba1 enmo11ecer 1 Ba1 
enf1aqueca- 1 Ba1 enmostrar .3 Bd 
enf1orecer 1 Ba1 enmudecer 1 Ba1 
enfortalecer .3 Ba1 enmugrecer 1 Ba1 
enfortecer .3 Ba1 ennegrecer 1 Ba1 
enfranquecer 1 Bal ennoblecer 1 Bal 
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VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 

-- --
ennudecer 1 Bal entredecir 1 'Gf Bbl 
enor~cer 1 Bal Bb24d 
enralecer 2 Bal entregerir 3 Bf Bal 
enrarecer 1 Bal entrehender 3 Bb 
enriquecer 1 Bal entrelucir 1 Ba1 
enrobustecer 3 Bal entremorir 1 Bg Ba2 
enrocar 1 Bd entremstrar 3 Bd 
enrodar 1 Bd entreoir 1 BaS 
enrojecer 1 Bal entrep:a:-ecerse 1 Bal 
enronqueoer 1 Bal entreperrar 1 Bb ... 

3 Ba1 entreponer 3 Bal Bb1 Bb enronecer 
enruqecer 1 Bal Bb24e 
enruinecer 1 Ba1 entretener 1 Be Bb1 Bb 
ensalmorar 3 Bd Bb24b 
ensandecer 1 Bal entrevenir 3 Be Bbl Bb 
ensangrentar 1 Bb 

entrever7 
Bb23a 

ensarmentar 2 Bb 1 Cd 
ensarnecer 1 Ba1 entrevo1va- 3 Bd 
ensUvecerse 2 Bal entreyacer J , Bal 
ensorberbecer 1 Bal Ba2 
ensolver 1 Bd Cc 
ensombrecer 1 Bal entristecer.l Bal ... 1 Bd entronecer 3 Bal ensonar 
enso:~:decer 1 Bal entropezar 3 Bb 
ensuavecer 3 Bal entullecer 1 Bal 
entallecer 1 Bal entumecer 1 Bal 
entapecer 3 Bal envanecer 1 Bal 
en tender 1 Bb envejecer 1 Bal 
entenebreoer 1 Bal enverdecer 1 Bal 
enternecer 1 Bal envergon2ar 3 Bd 
enterrar 1 Bb envernar 3 Bb 
entesar 1 Bb envertir 3 Be Ba 
entestecer 1 Bal envestir 2 Be Ba 
entibiecer 3 Bal envilecer 1 Bal 
ent1grecerse 1 Bal envolcarse 3 Bd 
entomecer 3 Bal envolver 1 Bd 
entontecer 1 Bal enzurdecer 1 Bal 
entorpecer 1 Bal equivager 1 Ba2 
entortar 1 Bd erguir 1 Be Bal 
entrecerrar 2 Bb Bf Bal 

7The imperfect forms follow rules IV C b . 

8Real Academia Espanola points out two additional irregular 
forms for the present subjunctive, namely 

1st person pl, ;er:ramos /yergl.mos/ 
2nd person pl , er is /yergl.ys/ 
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VERBS AC PRES PEEr FUT VERBS AC PRES PREr FUT 

- - --
errar 1 Bb fenecer 1 Ba1 
esb1andecer J Ba1 ferir J Bf Ba1 
escaecer 2 Ba1 ferrar 1 Bb 
esca1ecer 1 Ba1 fervir J Bf Ba1 
e scalfecerse 1 Ba1 f1aquecer J Ba1 
escandecer J Ba1 f1orecer 1 Bal 
escarmentar 1 Bb f1u1r 2 Ba4 
escarnecer 1 Ba1 folga,r:.. J Bd 
esc1arecer 1 Ba1 fo11ar 1 Bd 
escocer 1 Bd forcir J Bg Ba2 
esco1ar 1 Bd fornecer 1 Ba1 
escurecer J Ba1 forta1ecer 1 Ba1 
esforzar 1 Bd forzar 1 Bd 
esmorecer 2 Ba1 fosforecer 1 Ba1 
esmuir 2 Ba4 fregar 1 Bb 
espedirse J Be Ba freir 1 Be Ba 
esperecer J Ba1 fruir 2 Ba4 
estab1ecer 1 Ba1 frutecer 1 Ba1 
estar 1 Ce Cb fu1gurecer 1 Ba1 
estatuir 1 Ba4 gemir 1 Be Ba 
estorcer J Bd gobernar 1 Bb 
estozo1ar 2 Bd gradecer J Ba1 
estregar 1 Bb grandecer J Ba1 
estremecer 2 Ba1 grandifaeer 3 Cc Bb1 ca 
estrenir 1 Be Ba Bb2Jd 
esturqecer 1 Ba1 grandi sC!lar 2 Bd 
evanecerse J Ba1 gruir 2 Ba4 
evenir J Be Bb1 Bb guarecer 1 Ba1 

Bb2Ja guarnecer 1 Ba1 
evo1ar J Bd haber :r Ca Bb1 Ba 
excandecer 1 Ba1 Bb2Jd 
exc1u1r 2 Ba4 hacendar 1 Bb 
expavecer J Ba1 hacer 1 Cc Bb1 ca 
expedir 1 Be Ba Bb2Jd 
exponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb heder 1 Bb 

Bb24e he1ar 1 Bb 
extender 1 Bb henchir 1 Be Ba 
extraer 1 BaJ Bb1 hender 1 Bb 

Bb21 hendir 2 Bb 
facer 1 Cc Bb1 ca henir 1 Be Ba 

Bb2Jd her bar 1 Bb 
facerir J Bf Ba1 herbecer 1 Ba1 
fa11ecer 1 Ba1 herbo1ecer J Ba1 
favorecer 1 Ba1 herir 1 Bt Ba1 
fazferir J Bf Ba1 hermanecer 1 Ba1 
feder J Bb hervar 1 Bb 
femar J Bb herventar 1 Bb 
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VERBS AC PRES PRE!' FUT VERBS AC PRES PR.Er FUT 

-- - -
herver 2 Bb introdueir 1 Ba1 Bb1 
hervir 1 Bf Ba1 Bb22 
hespirse 2 Be Ba intuir 2 Ba4 
hojeeer 3 Ba1 invenir 3 Be Bb1 Bb 
ho1gar 1 Bd Bb23a 
ho11ar 1 Bd invernar 1 Bb 
huir 1 Ba4 invertir 1 Bf Ba1 
humedeeer 1 Ba1 investir 1 Be Ba 
imbuir 2 Ba4 inzuir 3 Ba4 
impedir 1 Be Ba ir 1 Cf Ce 
impertir 1 Bf Ba1 irruir 2 Ba4 
imponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb jamerdar 2 Bb 

Bb24e jentender 3 Bb 
impremir 3 Be Ba jimenzar 1 Bb 
improbar 2 Bd jugar 1 Cj 
ineensar 2 Bb juveneeer 3 Ba1 
1ne1uir 1 Ba4 1agrimaeer 2 Ba1 
indisponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb 1anguidecer 1 Ba1 

Bb24e 1enteeer 1 Ba1 
indueir 1 Ba1 Bb1 11eueeer 3 Ba1 

Bb22 11euefaeer 2 Ce Bb1 Ca 
infeeir 3 Be Ba Bb23e 
inferir 1 Bf Ba1 11videeer 2 Ba1 
infernar 1 Bb 1obreguecer 1 Ba1 
1nf1uir 1 Ba4 1ozaneeer 3 Ba1 
ingerir 1 Bf Ba1 1ueir 1 Ba1 
inhestar 1 Bb 1uir · 2 Ba4 
injerir 1 Bf Ba1 11over9 1 Bd 
inmiseuir 2 Ba4 magreeer 3 Ba1 
inquirir 1 Ci maherir 2 Bf Ba1 
inseguir 3 Be Ba majo1ar 3 Bd 
inserir 2 Bf Ba1 ma1eornar 3 Bd 
instituir 1 Ba4 ma1deeir 1 Cf Bb1 
instruir 1 Ba4 Bb24d 
1ntere1uir 3 Ba4 ma1faeer 3 Ce Ba1 Ca 
interdeeir 1 Cf Bb1 Bb23d 

Bb24d ma1herir 1 Bf Ba1 
interferir 2 Bf Ba1 ma1querer 1 Bb Bb1 Ba 
interponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb Bb24e 

Bb24e ma1sonar 3 Bd 
interserir 3 Bf Ba1 ma1traer 3 Ba3 Bb1 
intervenir 1 Be Bb1 Bb Bb21 

Bb23a maneornar 1 Bd 
intervert:ir 3 Bf Ba1 manferir 3 Bf Ba1 

9nefeetive verb. 
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VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 
-----

manifestar 1 
mantecaer 3 
mantener 1 

manutener 1 

medir 
melar 
men tar 
mentir 
merecer 
mer en dar 
moblar 
mohecer 
mol.er 
monosubs-

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

tituir 3 
morder 1 
morir 1 
mostrar 1 
mover 
muir 
nacer 
negar 
negrerar 
nevar 
noblecer 
obedecer 
obscurecer 
obstruir 
obtener 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

ocluir 2 
ofrecer 1 
oir 1 
oler 2 
onecer 2 
oponer 1 

Bb 
Ba3 
Be 

Be 

Be 
Bb 
Bb 
Bf 
Bal 
Bb 
Bd 
Bal 
Bd 

Ba4 
Bd 
Bg 
Bd 
Bd 
Ba4 
Bal 
Bb 
Bal 
Bb 
Bal 
Bal 
Bal 
Ba4 
Be 

Ba4 
Bal 
Ba5 
Bd 
Bal 
Ba2 

Bbl Bb 
Bb24b 
Bbl Bb 
Bb24b 
Ba 

Bal 

Ba2 

Bbl Bb 
Bb24b 

Bbl Bb 
Bb24e 

lOnefective verb . 

VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 
-----

orecer 3 
orfanecer J 
orgullecer 3 
oscurecer 2 
pacentar J 
pacer 1 
padecer 1 
palidecer 1 
parecer 2 
patiquebrar 2 
pedir 1 
pensar 1 
percollar 2 
perder 1 
perecer 1 
permanecer 1 
pemiquel:rar 1 
perquirir 2 
perseguir 1 
pertenecer 1 
pervertir l 
pesquerir J 
pesquirir J 
pimpollecer 1 
placer 1 
plastecer 1 
plegar 1 
poblar 1 
podecer J 
poder 1 

podrecrf 
podrir 
poner 

postar 
posponer 

1 
2 
1 

J 
1 

preconceb1r 2 

Bal 
Bal 
Bal 
Bal 
Bb 
Bal 
Bal 
Bal 
Bal 
Bb 
Be 
Bb 
Bd 
Bb 
Bal 
Bal 
Bb 
Ci 
Be 
Bal 
Bf 
Bf 
Ci 
Bal 
Bal 
Bal 
Bb 
Bd 
Bal 
Bd 

Bal 
Be 
Ba2 

Bd 
Ba2 

Be 

Bal 

Ba 

Bal 
Bal 

Bbl Ba 
Bb2Jb 

Bal 
Bbl Bb 
Bb24e 

Bbl Bb 
B"o24e 
Ba 

llverb podrir /podr!r/ and its compound repodrir /repodr!r/ 
have not been treated either in Chapter ·Three or in Chapter 
Four. Their variations from the regular model paradigm are 
similar to those for verb pedir /ped!r/ treated in rules I B e 
and II B a. 1. These rules, however, must read /o/ in place of 
/e/ and /u/ in place of /i/ to be applicable to verb /podr!r/. 
Forms of podrir are generally replaced by forms of pudrir /Puir!r/ 
which is regular in all finite forms. 
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VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT VERBS AC PRES PBET FUT 

-- - -
preconocer 1 Bal reagrt:idecer J Bal 
predec1r 1 Cf Bbl reaparecer 1 Bal 

Bb24d reapretar 1 Bb 
pred1 sponer 1 Bb2 Bbl Bb rearg\i1r 2 Ba4 

Bb24e reaventar 1 Bb 
preelegir 2 Be Ba rebendecir J Cf Bbl 
prefer1r 2 Bf Bal Bb24d 
preluc1r 1 Bal re blandecer 1 Bal 
premorir 1 Bg Ba2 recaer 1 BaJ 
premostrar 2 Bd recalentar 1 Bb 
preponer 1 Ba2 Bal Bb recenta r 1 Bb 

Bb24e recenir 1 Be Ba 
presentir 1 Bf Bal reclqir 1 Ba4 
prestablecer J Bal recocer 1 Bd 
preterir 2 Bf Bal recoler 1 Bd 
pre stir 2 Be Ba recolegir 1 Be Ba 
presuponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb recomendar 1 Bb 

Bb24e recomenzar 2 Bb 
prevalecer 1 Bal recomponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb 
prevaler 1 Ba2 Bb Bb24e 
prevenir 1 Be Bbl Bb reconducir 1 Bal Bbl 

12 Bb2Ja Bb22 
prever 2 Cd reconocer 1 Bal 
pro bar 1 Bd reconstitu1r 1 Ba4 
producir 1 Bal Bbl reconstruir 1 Ba4 

Bb22 recontar 1 Bd 
proferir 1 Bf Bal reoonvalecer 1 Bal 
promover 1 Bd reconvenir 1 Be Bbl Bb 
proponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb Bb2Ja 

Bb24e recordar 1 Bd 
proseguir 1 Be Ba recostar 1 :Bdl 
prostitu1r 1 Ba4 recrecer 1 Bal 
prosuponer 3 Ba2 Bbl Bb recrudecer 1 Bal 

Bb24e redargliir 1 Ba4 
provecer J Bal redec1r 2 Cf Bbl 
provenir 1 Be Bbl Bb Bb24d 

Bb2Ja redescontar J Bd 
quebrar 1 Bb redistr1blir J Ba4 
querer 1 Bb Bbl Ba redoler J Bd 

Bb24c reducir 1 Bal Bbl 
raer 1 BaJ Bb22 

Ba4 reeleg1r 1 Be Ba 
rare facer 1 Cc Bbl ca reencomendar J Bb 

Bb23c reexped1r 2 Be Ba 

12The imperfect forms follow rules IV c b. 
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VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT VERBS AC PRES PB.El' FUT 

-- - -
refacer 3 Cc Bb1 ca renovar 1 Bd 

Bb23d renir 1 Be Ba 
referir 1 Bf Ba1 re:pacer 1 Ba1 
ref1or ecer 1 Ba1 repensar 1 Bb 
ref1u1r 1 Ba4 repetir · 1 Be Ba 
reforzar 1 Bd rep1egar 1 Bb 
refregar 1 Bb repob1ar 1 Bd 
refreir 1 Be Ba repodrir13 1 Be Ba1 
regar 1 Bb reponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb 
regimen tar 1 Bb Bb24e 
regir 1 Be Ba repostar 3 Bd 
rego1dar 1 Bd repro ba r 1 Bd 
regradecer 3 Bal reproducir 1 Ba1 Bbl 
regrosar 3 Bd Bb23 
regucir 3 Bal requebrar 1 Bb 
rehacer 1 Cc Bb1 ca requerir 1 Bf Bal 

Bb23c resaber 1 Cb Bbl Ba 
rehenchir 1 Be Ba Bb24a 
rehender 3 Bb resalir 1 Ba2 Bb 
rehendrir 3 Be Ba rescontrar 1 Bd 
reherir 1 Bf Bal resegar 1 Bb 
reherrir 1 Bb reseguir 1 Be Ba 
rehervir 1 Bf Bal resembrar 1 Bb 
rehollar 1 Bd resentarse 3 Bb 
r ehui r 1 Ba4 resentirse 1 Bf Ba1 
rehumedEan" 1 Ba4 resolgar 3 Bd 
reinvertir 3 Bf Bal reso1tarse 3 Bd 
reir 1 Be Ba resolver 1 Bd 
rejuvenecer 1 Ba1 resollar 1 Bd 
relentecer 2 Ba1 resonar 1 Bd 
relucir 1 Bal resplandecer 1 Bal 
remanecer 1 Bal resquebrar 1 Bb 
remedir 1 Be Ba restab1ecer 2 Bal 
remembrar 2 Bb restituir 1 Ba4 
rem en dar 1 Bb restregar i Bb 
remolar 1 Bd retallecer 2 Ba1 
remo1er 1 Bd retemblar 1 Bb 
remo1lar 2 Bd retener 1 Be Bb1 Bb 
remorder 1 Bd Bb24b 
ranostecerse 1 Ba1 ret en tar 1 Bb 
remover 2 Bd retenir 1 Be Ba 
renacer 1 Bal retonecer 1 Bal 
rendir 1 Be Ba reto1;cer 1 Bd 
rene gar 1 Bb retostar 1 Bd 

1.3see foot-note to verb podrir. 
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VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 
-- --

retraducir 2 Bal Bbl sent~r 1 Bf Bal 
Bb22 serl 1 Cg Cc 

retraer 1 Ba3 Bbl serrar 1 Bb 
Bb21 servir 1 Be Ba 

retribuir 1 Ba4 simenzar 3 Bb 
retrocar 3 Bd sobrecrecer 1 Bal 
retronar 1 Bd sobredar 3 Ce Ca 
retrotraer 1 Ba3 Bbl sobreenten-

Bb21 der 2 Ba 
revejecer 1 Bal sobreestar 3 Ce Cb 
revenir 1 Be Bbl Bb sobreherir 3 Bf Bal 

Bb23a so brentend.er 1 Bb 
reveni~r 1 Bb sobreponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb 
rever 1 Cd Bb24e 
reverdecer 1 Bal sobresalir 1 Ba2 Bb 
reverter 1 Bb sobresembrar 1 Bb 
revertir 2 Bf Bal sobresolar 1 Bd 
revestir 1 Be Ba sobrestar 3 Ce Cb 
revolar 2 Bd sobrevenir 1 Be Bbl Bb 
revolcar 1 Bd Bb23a 
revolver 1 Bd sobreventar 3 Bb 
robustecer 1 Bal ~reverterre 1 Bb 
rodaf 1 Bd sobrevert1r 3 Bf Bal 
roer 5 2 A sobrevesttr 1 Be Ba 

Ba3 sobrevolar 3 Bd 
rogar 2 Bd so collar 3 Bd 
rusentar 2 Bb sofregar 3 Bb 
saber 2 Cb Bbl Ba sofreir 1 Be Ba 

Bb24a solar 1 Bd 
salir 1 Ba2 Bb sol dar 1 Bd 
salpimentar 1 Bb soler 1 Bd 
sangrentar 3 Bb sollar 1 Ed 
sarmentar 1 Bb solver 3 Bd 
satisfacer 1 Cc Bbl ca sonar 1 Bd 

Bb23c sonreir 1 Be Ba 
seducir 1 Bal Bbl sonrodarse 1 Ed 

Bb22 - 1 Bd sonar 
segar 1 Bb so:rdecer 3 Bal 
seguir 1 Be Ba sorregar 1 Bb 
sembrar 1 Bb sosegar 1 Bb 
semen tar 2 Bb sostituir 3 Ba4 
sen tar 1 Bb sostener 1 Be Bbl Bb 

Bb24b 

14The imperfect forms follow rules IV c b. 
15see corroer, foot-note 6 above . 
16The imperfect forms follow rules IV C a . 
l7Defective verb. 
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VERBS AC PRES PREI' FUT VERBS AC PRES PRET FUT 

-- --
soterrar 1 Bb trascender 1 Bb 
suavecer 3 Ba transfer1r 1 Bf Ba1 
subarrendar 1 Bb transfregar 1 Bb 
su bentender 2 Bb transponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb 
subr1pu1r 3 Ba4 Bb24e 
subseguir 1 Be Ba trascender 1 Bb 
subst1tu1r 1 Ba4 trascolar 1 Bd 
subs traer 2 Ba3 Bbl trascoroarsel Bd 

Bb21 trasegar 1 Bb 
subtender 1 Bb trasferir 1 Bf Bal 
subven1r 1 Be Bbl Bb trasfrega.r 2 Bb 

Bb23a tras1 uc1rse 2 Bal 
subvert1r 1 Bf Bal traso1r 1 Ba5 
suger1r 1 Bf Bal trasonar 1 Bd 
superentalderl Bb trasp~recer 3 Bal 
superpobJar 3 Bb trasponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb 
superponer 1 Ba2 Bb1 Bb Bb24e 

Bb24e trastocar 1 Bd 
supervenir 2 Be Bbl Bb trastroc3r 1 Bb 

Bb23a trasver1 2 Cd 
suponer 1 Ba2 Bbl Bb tra sverter 1 Bb 

Bb24e trasvolar 1 Bd 
sust1tu1r 1 Ba4 travesar 1 Bb 
sus traer 1 Ba3 Bbl travolcar 3 Bd 

Bb21 tr1bu1r 2 Ba4 
ta11ecer 1 Ba1 trocar 1 Bd 
tardecer 2 Bal trompezar 3 Bb 
temb1ar 1 Bb tronar 1 Bd 
tender 1 Bb tropezar 1 Bb 
tener 1 Be Bbl Bb tu1lecer 2 Bal 

Bb24b tumefacerse 2 Co Bbl 
ten tar 1 Bb Bb23c 
teflir 1 Be Ba un1sonar 2 Bd 
te::r:recer 2 Ba1 valer 1 Ba2 Bb 
tollecer 3 Bal vanecerse 3 Ba1 
tonar 2 Bd ven1r 1 Be Bbl Bb 
torcer 1 Bd Bb23a 
torpecer 3 Bal veniir 1 Bb 
to star 1 Bd ver 1 Cd 
traducir 1 Bal Bbl verdecer 1 Bal 

Bb22 verrecer 3 Bal 
traer 1 Ba3 Bbl verter 1 Bb 

Bb21 vesqu1r 3 Be Ba 

18The imperfect forms follow rules IV C b 
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vestir 
vilecer 
volar 
volcar 
volver 
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AC PRES PREr FUT VERB 

--
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 

Be Ba yacer 
Bal 
Bd 
Bd yuxtaponer 
Bd 

zabuir 
zaherir 
zambuir 

Appendix II 

Verbs that follow more than 
One Conjugational Paradigm 

AC PRES PRET FUT 
--
1 Bal 

Ba2 
Cc 

2 Ba2 Bbl Bb 
Bb24e 

3 Ba4 
1 Bf Bal 
3 Ba4 

~ The following verbs follow two different paradigms as 

indicated1 with a different meaning in each paradigm. 

acordar 
af'orar 
apostar 
asestar 
a solar 
at en tar 

!Bd I Reg 
!Bd I Reg 
!Bd I Reg 
!Bb I Reg 
!Bb I Reg 
!Bb I Reg 

aterrar 
atorar 
enrocar 
foliar 
luir 
replegar 
sobresolar 

!Bb I Reg 
IBd I Reg 
!Bd I Reg 
IBd I Reg 
IBa41 Reg 
!Bb I Reg 
!Bd I Reg 

B. The following verbs show free variation between two 

paradigms, with no change in meaning. 

afer:ttei.r 
arrendar 
atesar 

!Bb I 
!Bb I 
!Bb I 
!Bb I 
!Bd I 
!Bb I 
!Bb I 
!Bb I 

ate star 
derrocar 
desaferrar 
desplegar 
encetar 
erguir I Be, ITBal I 

Reg 
Reg 
fteg 
Reg 
Reg 
Reg 
Reg 
Reg 
IBf,IIBal 

estregar !Bb I Reg 
inmiscuir IBa4 I Reg 
pre stir !Be, I!Ba I Reg 
raer liS.3 I !Ba4 
remembrar !Bb I Reg 
remollar !Bd I Reg 
repostar !Bd I Reg 
rusentar !Bb I Reg 
trastocar I Bd I Reg 
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c. The following verbs follow three different paradigms with 

no change in meaning~ 

corroer 
roer 
yacer 

IBaJ I IBa4 I Reg 
IBaJ I IBa4 I Reg 
IBal I IBa2 I ICc 

Appendix III 

Compound verbs which follow a different paradigm from its 
corresponding simple verb. 

A . /o/ >/we/, (rules IBd) /o/ remains /o/ (regular) 

acollar 

colar 

desosar 

forzar 

postar 

remolar 

renovar 

rogar 

solar 

sonar 

macollar 
amacollar 

acolar 
descolar 
desencolar 
encolar 
estercolar 
protocolar 
socolar 

osar 

alforzar 

repostar 

tremolar 

novar 

abrogar 
arrogar 
derogar 
erogar 
interogar 
irrogar 
prorrogar 
subrogar 

acrisolar 
in solar 

apersonarse 
a pi sonar 
artesonar 
blasonar 
personarse 
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A. /o/ > /we/, (rules IBd) 

trastocar 

tronar 

B . I e/ > I ye/ , (rules IBd) 

atesar 

cerrar 

derrengar 

entesar 

incensar 

melar 

men tar 

negar 

pensar 

quebrar 

sen tar 

tender 

ten tar 

ventar 

/o/ remains /o/ (regular) 

to car 

destronar 
entronar 

/e/ remains 

tesar 

acerrar 
desbecerrar 

rengar 

tesar 

censar 

amelar 
camelar 

com en tar 
dementar 
lam en tar 

anegar 

compensar 
dispensar 
recompensar 

aquebrarse 

aposentar 
ausentar 
desaposentar 
pres en tar 
representar 

pretender 

contentar 
de ten tar 
intentar 

inventar 
solventar 

/e/ (regular) 
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c. ICb IIBbl IIIBa 

II 

Regular 
IIBb24a 

caber precaver 

D. ICe IICb IBb 

estar enhestar 
1nhestar 
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ABSTRACT 

By reexamining the concept of regularity and irregular­

ity as applicable to the Spanish verb , a set of rules has 

been devised and presented here to enable the regularization 

of the vast majority of the Spanish traditionally termed 

irregular verbs. 

To accomplish such regularization, we have introduced 

or redefined several terms. The dichotomous division of 

verbs into regular and irregular is reexamined, and a third 

group of verbs is formed and treated as REGULABLE, Six 

constituents have been distinguished in each verb form as 

followsa Stem, STEM MODIFIER, theme vowel, THEME VOWEL 

MODIFIER , TENSE-MOOD-STRESS MARKER , and person-number marker. 

These are used to permit the consistent use of phonologically 

predictable paradigms for almost all Spanish verbs including 

the vast majority of the so-called irregular verbs in the 

language, 

The stem and theme vowel of each verb are always constant 

to enable identification and classification of all verbs from 

these two constituents. 

No two forms out of the fifty finite forms which consti­

tute each paradigm are identical (excluding defective verbs 

and those with more than one paradigm ) ; distinction between 

two generated forms is never based on stress alone. Further­

more, the stress distribution, tense and mood are always 



predicted by tense-mood-stress constituent . 

The thesis contains seventy-four tables, five charts , 

and three appendices. However, neither defective verbs 

(unless the defective verbs follow a definite regulable 

pattern) nor non-finite forms have been treated here. 

These rules demonstrate that the apparent arbitrariness 

of many Spanish verb irregularities are reasonable conse­

quences of phonological principles. 
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