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. ¢ up for “trick-or-treating” at Maine Township Town Hall on Friday, when more
Home Front to f'nd ou than 400 students from the school donated food to the township food pantry
PAGE 19 - as part of the Halloween parade. PAGE 13. | Suzanne Tennant~Sun-Times Media
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ig family business ep!ins
why working with us feels like family.

Guided by a human touch for 155 years, Baird & Warner continues to be committed to
training and coaching, making sure our professionals are the very best in the business.
With all of our amazing selling tools, none is more amazing than our people.
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B . '-The First and Last Name in Real Estate

Niles . $475,000 Morton Grove $400,000 Niles $389,000 $385,000

Free-standing, all-brick Investment property. Newer tear-off roof, 3 br, 3 ba georgian in prime area. Hardwood floors. Master stite w/  Miractive 4 br, 2+ ba Colonial. Maln fir fam rm, mstr wiwalk-in 4 br, 3 ba home on a huge lot w/many improvements & updates.

boller, oak hdwd firs, tuckpointing. 2/3 acre pro landscaped lot. balcony & alcove! Island kitchen & ss appls. Newer 2-car garage.  closet, bsmt rec rm, new kit appl, hdwd flrs under carpet, new roof. Al reﬁln hdwd firs. Big eat-In kitchen w/new oven, cooktop & new
. ceramic firs.

Richard Tomoleoni Bill Alston 847-696-0700

.

$350,000 Nilas. T $349.000 Morton Grove T $349,000 Morlon Grove $335,000 :
2-sty 3 br, 2.5 ba. Fam rm access lo patio, Beautiful 2 br, 2.5 ba unit with $40,000 4 br, 3 ba brick Georgian w/hdwd floors Newer 3 br, 2.5 ba lownkiome w/morningsun-  Spacious and open floor plan. 3 br, 2 ba. Beautiful 4 br, 2 ba bi-level home w/vaulted F
gargen & pool. Liv rm cath ceils & fplc. Din

R . > J C ! of l(ljpgrades. 42 Inch cherry cabinets and thruout. Kit w/stalnless appl. Newly rehabbed  rise views. Liv rm & din rm w/multi-sided fplc. Meticulously maintained Mortonaire igjir. ceils & plush carpeting over hdwd floors. Large
RS clabluéids ; 50 Skoki $350,000 Skokie $349,950 rm, kit w/stafnless, granite, skylight. Fin LL. t(}ar \;Joodu_ﬂoor in the kitchen with sliding Ra. lFm bsmt. Newer furnace, roof, ¢/a, water Granite eat-in kitchen. Opens to large baicony. Lar%e liv/din'rm combo with beautifut picture eat-in kit. Huge fam rm. 2.5 car detached gar. §
. 389,0 okie g oor o patio. eater. window.
Morton Grove $885,000 Des Plaines $450,000 Chicagt? . b aut'ffl uee’lined Adorable 4bed/3ba Cape Cod w/newer updates.  Superb 3bd/Devonshire Hghinds w/updts/Custom i 7245 " www.8314AvalonDrinfo www.9438ozanam.info
Wonderfuf 4000+ sq ft custom bit home. Sbd/6.1ba/  Beautiful/Updtd 4br/2.5ba spit v w/mzﬂ;3 2ﬂsr Statetly;ntck ii?:il:lre] on a be '10“04405568 Hawd firsfinished bsmt & more, 10403105299 Brick wrk/Rock grdn/Must sce! 1D#03105303 % _ 847-724-5800  Suraj Mallk v ] 847-724-5B00 Anna Wateska 73-610-5599 Beverly & Marshall Fleischman’ 847-217-0494  Debble Brooks 847-945-7100 Glgi Poteracki 847-277-2725
L 403105304  FmRm, Bas, oak flrs,dck/patio ID#0310 street. Nota s, X \ oy X 847-491-1855 - i : " ‘
goaxe:ﬁﬁimmdry' 2'3[1)17-439]1-1855 Delia Joyce 847-491-1855  Rebecca Cleal 7737751855 Sheila Doyle 8474911855 Dorit Helmer

o

] .Y P ittty 3 > b ) 1?‘?& . 2 he)
; { et B 354 - $309 i Morton Grove $299,999 Morton Grove 238,000 Morton Grova $285,000 Niles $279,000
‘ L e ull E : B o K 4 Beautifully updated 3 br, 2 ba brick ranch. Breathtaking, gorgeous 4 bedroom, 4 bath Woodlands 1670 sq t condo offers 28R, 3 bedroom, 2 bath with nice curb appeal. Rare 3 br, 2 ba contemporary rustic ranch Attractive 3 br, 2 ba bi-level In great loc!
R 0 Skoki $319,000 Skokie $315,000 Morton Grove $299,000 i T Hdwd firs. New kitchen w/maple cabinets. end unit rent ouse with city views from 2.1BA w/gourmet kitchen in maple & granite, Good size s?m level. Newer white appli- w/exp wd beams. Gas f Ic, newer appl. Pro Updated kit & both ba. Newer windows. Hdwd
Skokie $349,000 Lincolnwood $339,00 okle ! lot w/ | Brt & sunny top fir 28D, 2BA unit in Woodlands, | Newer ss appis. Finished basement w/fplc. the 12th floor, 2 private decks. Huge living masterw/two walk-in closets, balcony, heated ances, ceramic tle kitchen, hardwood floors. landscaped, huge fenced yard & large patio. firs under carpet. 2.5-car gar, big patio & more.
i i Lincolnwood estates- traditional brk georgian-  Brick 3BR 1.1 BTH Ranch, Hwood Flrs Fin Bas  Jumbo upd sunny ranch on dbi lot w/ Ige rms. y top ) 04405238 o Fenced yard. room has fplc. orkg & mors 25-car gar, At camort,
! Beautflcape cod home onalovelylotwith ex. - Lincoln IDH04405281  2-car gar. Immediate Posession.  1D#03105187  Fin bsmt 34br 2ba. att gar! ID#03105246  w/ unobstructed west views  1D#0 _ 88150if-120.nf0
' ive back yard. ID#04405462  spacious home offers 4 bdrms o } iak Jufi 847-491-1855  Ray Speafe 7737751855 4 iyl 847-384-7503 Rodd Davis 847-864-2600 Marla Schnelder 847-724-5800 Bernadatte La Rocco 312-543-3838  Connle Redelsperger 773-467-5300 Bil Alston 847-696-0700
Porenzo sanch 7737751855 Irene Yungerman 773-7751855  Delia Joyce 847-491-1855  Naumiak, Julie , : e ; : :
Lorenzo 5anchez e 4
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b . 2o L e : : - = o i 8120 N Park Rve 405, Nilos ——$275,000 Hils ] " $267,500 Morion Grovo $250,000 Morton Grove $240,000° Morton Grove
- 75,900 Skokie $275,000 Skokie $249,000 1 , Nile: ; ] ] les " ) _

H Skokie $298,500 3275, i ) : ; i g 2br, 2 ba. Top-of-the-line finishes throughout. 2 br, 2 ba brick ranch. Kit w/appl. Newer fur- Pristine condition 2br, 2 ba condo w/gorgeous  Desirable 2 br, 2 ba Sth floor morton housew/ Great 3 br, 2 ba home w/2-car att garage on 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath Jocated on a quiet tree-
Skokie, 8932 Lockwood_ $299{°_00 F _°. south school dist. 50x125 lot. Oak;\dwd True three bedroom unit with extra large terrace  Super locale directly across Emily Oaks. Newer  Spacious & ?ngh‘ condo feat Ig LR w private ; 101t cem]ngg_ Hdwd flrs in kitchen and great nace, water heater & remod ba. Hdwd firs refin.  view overlooking forest preserve wood floors, gorgeous forest preserve views. Oak cabinetry spactous corner lot. Hdwd firs. Rec rm w/ lined street, close to schools, transyorlalion
Brite 48R hrdw i, plc, EA kitch, seb dining a"YIewR /wdbfrp . ID#04405381  with a beautiful view ID#04405431  mechanicals. Great layout! ID#03105265  balc. Open kit w maple cabs ID#94409691 1 B room. Kitchen with Kraft cabs, huge island.  Bsmt. Newer c/a, foof. Agent related to seller. balcony & heated garage space. kitchen including breakfast bar. Heated garage.  built fns, family rm w/wood-buming fireplace and shopping. Gleamln_g hardwood floors.
p(:rd;l& mori Do ;359439]? ?ﬁgg EZELZVC;: Cf:a‘JN o 773-775-1855  Gina Purdy 847-823-1855  Helmer, Dorit 847-491-1855  Diane Staton 773-775-1855 i & more.

Julie Naurnia i ]

Phyllis Houawn»&lg.al20park405.cg£_945_7]00 Cindy Moderi Rita Masini 847-724-5800 Murie! Koester 847.724-5800 Connle Redelsperger 773-467-5300

e el e

Kkoki — ..5244 000 Chicago . $189,000 Lincolnwood $179,000 Morton Grove $137,000 Morton Grove $133,900
Skokie s

s i

! . . y i RIS 5 s &Y -;3'533333:.\5
; ) i ) ) ; g ¥ ) b - Marton Grove $179,000 Niles 8

i i to move into! Neutral  Beautiful 1 bdrm condo w/2 spacious balc! Nice  Sensational spacious unmit- newly remodeled 1 I¥:1 Morton Grove . " ., . P . ! A
Great conditlon estate home. 3 bedroom,2 bath, - 28D ZE?TH Condo w/ipk e Ouner il provae CITan’ spotle'scs tﬁ‘erfia?; 1D#04405442  floor plan w/sep dining area ID#04405096  thru out- huge Ir/dr combo ID#04405137 , W California split level w.newer roof. Liv Rm w/ Upgraded 2 br, 2 ba corner unit. Dervofc can  Nice 2 br 2nd floor unit w/ eaceful \gest ex;(]jo- Lovf_ly2br, 32( ba c?ngow/?ekuitlmg gelcor. Ntt:wer Bn_tI!_hI & gheeryl_g br pentho?se runlt w/glgh Largest unit in complex! 2 br, 2.5 ba ynit feat g !
fenced yard. ID#03905254  $3500 in labor to update unit. ~ 1D#03105263  colors, cerami yer. : alathil 847-823-1855  Irene Yungerman 7737751855 5 Bi cathedral celing and hardwood {loors, Updated  be 3rd br. Maple cabs, stainless agpl,updaled sure out loa big balcony & tree lined grounds.  appliances & countertops In alcony from - cgilings & sky lit rooms. Lots of upgrades. new c::})el, window treatments, fresh paint, &

a garge' 847-446-1855  Elaine Rothner 847-491-1855  Lynn Pufpaf 7737751855 Xavier Oravanakalathi 9 ¥ Bt M4 kit & bathrooms. Fenced yard ba. Assessmentincl pool, heat, cable. Lrg balc. - Healed gar & storage. Ealing area in kitchen. eating area & v rm. Spacious master suie.  Largs Iiing/dining rm. Heated parking. newer a/c units. 2 balc. Ample closets & ba. [i8
Susan Ani “habs . . , : - - K
s : : 8815Got-10J.info www.BB00waukegand06e.info www.6B01Milwaukee-704.info ; .

Ana Anita Moral 847-724-5800 Rodd Davis 847-864-2600 Mark Kloss 847-384-7579  Linda Antokal 847-945-7100 Candace Kuzmarski 847-866-8200 Basil Paotlos 847-696-0700 LR
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- Desligned and Bulit by Airoom.

SINCE 1958

HOME ADDITIONS |

AI]{%M Q www.airoom.com
E&:  (incolnwood Home Design Showroom | 6825 N. Lincoin Ave, Lincolnwood

ARCHITECTSBUILDERS - REMODLELERS
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meowners for over 5 years, With elite architects, designers and .~ . <.

( fcraf)tts‘me}j who,can transform tired rooms into extraordinary new living space, for far
less than you ever dreamed possible. Kitchen, basement, master suite ~ whatever
you have in'mind, call in the best in the business for a free consultation today.

Call 888.349.1714 for a complimentary in-home consultation

SPECIAL FINANCING
2.99%0*

Available Now — Call For Details!

h . 0
Naperville Home Design Showroom | 2764 Aurora Ave, Naperville | Open 7' dasi’;'agzyks a week

KITCHENS | BATHS | BASEMENTS |

CUSTOM HOMES

*Available through our affiliate lilinois Residential Mortgqg/e Licensee, Lamb Financial, MB.6760662 Jocated at 6825 N Lincoln Ave, Lincolnwood, IL. 607 12. 847-674-3113. 3042% APR based
otal LTV less than 70%. Monthly payment for qualified borrowers at the minimum requirements would be $1,26500 principle and interest, Rate,

than $300K, minimum credit score of 720 and a
individual, Offer available as of September 10, 2010 and is subject fo change without nofice.

ona5/1 ARM note

APR and terms of 299% with $1,995 in closing costs for loan amouns greater

vary based on the creditworthiness and Income qualifications of the
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Mulroe wins

10th

state senate seat

By PATRICK BUTLER
pbutler@pioneerlocal.com

In one of the Northwest
Side’s most intense elec-

toral battles inl recent mem-

ory State Sen. John Muiroe

emerged victorious.
With 186 of 192 precincts
reporting, Mulroe had

28,449 of the 51,117 votes :

cast, or 55.7 percent, to op-
ponent Brian Doherty’s
22,668 votes, or 44 percent.

Shortly after 9 p.m. —
early by election-night stan-
dards — Doherty called
Mulroe to concede after
learning that the Associat-
ed Press had just called the
race, with unofficial figures.

Needless to say, the mood
was euphoric as Mulroe’s
campaign workers pre-
pared to move on to Black-

thorn Manor, 7280 W.
Devon, said Mulroe
spokesman Owen Kilmer.

“After all, we had every
polling place covered, every
bus stop. We didn’t miss any
opportunity,” said Kilmer,
speaking for Mulroe, who
had been serving as inter-
im state senator after the
resignation of James DeLeo
earlier this year.

Doherty said he was sur-
prised.

“We really didn’t see this
coming,” he said. “But in
politics, as in everything
else, the Lord closes one
door and opens a window.”

Doherty plans to finish out
his aldermanic term and
work to get Maurita Gavin
(one of his longtime staffers)
elected the next alderman.

Asked what he might have

done differently to avoid
the first political defeat of
his life, Doherty said:
“Nothing. We did all the
right things. We have noth-
ing to regret.”

Ironically, the two sons of
Irish immigrants had known
each other since growing up
on the West Side together.
Their paths diverted as Mul-
roe became a lawyer and
CPA and prosecutor, and
Doherty became a Golden
Gloves champion and served
as 41st Ward alderman for
more than 20 years.

Doherty said the mood at
his campaign headquarters
was somber, but not mo-
rose as his supporters pre-
pared to adjourn to the
Emerald Isle Pub down the
block.

Comment: pioneerlocal.com

State Sen. John Mulroe greets a crowd of his supporters at the Blackthorn Manor after poll resuits had

shown he was victorious in his campaign. | Vincent D, Johnson~Sun-Times Media.

Mulligan walks to victory
for her 10th term in 65th

By JENNIFER JOHNSON
jjohnson@pioneerlocal.com

State Rep. Rosemary
Mulligan will hold on to her
65th District seat for a 10th
term after sailing to victo-
ry over Democratic chal-
lenger Wendy Gruen on
Tuesday night.

With 80 of 83 precincts
reporting, unofficial vote
totals showed Mulligan
with 68 percent of the vote.

Mulligan celebrated her
victory at her campaign
headquarters in Park
Ridge’s Renaissance Office
Plaza.

“This was a pretty easy
one,” she said of the race
against newcomer Gruen.
“She didn’t run in the pri-
mary, she started late and
she didn’t do much. I think
she didn’t have the under-
standing of wholamas a

legislator or who I am in
the community.”

Mulligan, a resident of
Des Plaines, was first elect-
ed state representative in
1992.

“I have an expertise that
most people don’t have as
far as the budget goes and
the General Assembly,” she
said during a September

interview with Pioneer .

Press.

Mulligan has served on
the Iilinois House Human
Services Appropriations
Committee for 16 years, in
addition to committees fo-
cused on Medicaid reform
and health care.

She has also served on
the Immigrants and
Refugees Task Force, the
Early Intervention Task
Force and the Elder Abuse
Task Force.

One of Mulligan’s biggest

challenges in her new term
will, once again, be work-
ing on the state’s budget.

Mulligan predicts next
year’s budget “will be the
worst budget we have ever
had,” due to the ever-grow-
ing state deficit.

While some state leader's
have eyed income-tax hikes
to generate new revenue,
Mulligan has expressed op-
position to raising taxesand
believes a state audit is
something that should be
considered.

She said the term she is
about to begin will be a dif-
ficuit one for her because
of the state’s financial prob-
lems.

“I don’t think the econo-
my'’s going to pick up over
the next budget year,” she
said. “It’s going to be tough
year.”

Comment: pioneerlocal.com

Silvestri keeps 9th Cook seat

By CATHRYN GRAN
cgran@pioneerlocal.com

Cook County 9th District
voters have rewarded the
incumbent commissioner
with a fifth term.

Republican Peter Sil-
vestri of Eimwood Park re-
ceived about 55 percent of
the votes to beat Democra-
tic challenger R. Cary Cap-
parelli of Chicago, who re-
ceived about 36 percent, ac-
cording to unofficial vote
totals. Green Party candi-
date Brock Merck won
about 8 percent of the vote.

With all but two precincts
in Tuesday night, prelimi-
nary numbers are 46,244
votes for Silvestri, 30,267
votes for Capparelli, and
6,907 for Merck.

“I am very, very pleased
with the results,” Silvestri
said, noting his strong vote
totals not only in the sub-
urbs but also in the city. “It's
a great accomplishment.
And I appreciate the votes.”

Silvestri already has

'

plans for what he would like
to accomplish in his next
four years.

“I will continue to fight
the oppressive taxes,” he
said. “I will oppose increas-
esin taxes or creating new
ones.

“I will continue to fight
for ethics reform and to re-
form hiring practices to do
away with cronyism and pa-
tronage.”

Silvestri said the board
does not need to raise rev-
enue; it needs to cut costs.

Among the examples he
gave were giving the Office
of the Inspector General
more power to effectively
initiate change, prioritizing
county programs to invest
more in those at the top of
the list and cutting from in-
efficient ones, and get pol-
itics out of the process.

Silvestri said the county
hasbeen too quick to raise
taxes as opposed to cutting
down on the number of out-
side contracts.

And while the district

may have a lot of people
who do not use the county
health system or correc-
tions, Silvestri said the
county still must “keep the
bad guys locked away” and
“take care of those who
need health care services.”

Silvestri suggested prior-
itizing county programs, in-
vesting more in those at the
top of the list, and getting
politics out of the process

“We need to consolidate,”
he said. “We can cut mid-
management and outside
contracting, and ask em-
ployees to do more.”

He also suggested a
greater co-operation
among local, state and fed-
eral governments to receive
better pricing on materials
and reduce duplication of
efforts.

Attempts to reach Cap-
parelli were unsuccessful.

Capparelli ran on a plat-
form that called for cutting
the county budget of “social
welfare” programs.
Comment: pioneerlocal.com
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Swift sings praises of reading, learning on

By PATRICK BUTLER
pbutler@pioneerlocal.com

It’s cool to be smart and it’s
smart to be cool.

That was four-time Grammy
Award winner Taylor Swift'’s
message to about 300 Resurrec-
tion High School students dur-
ing alive webcast Oct. 27 pro-
moting Scholastic publications’
global literacy campaign.

The Northwest Side Catholic
girls college-preparatory school
was one of a select group of
schools around the world
plugged into the live half-hour
program hosted by actor/musi-
cian and “America’s Got Talent”
host Nick Cannon.

The 20-year-old singer, who cut
her first album when she was 15
and just released her latest,
“Speak Now,” doubts she could
have had such a stellar career
without a love of reading that
began with Dr. Seuss and grew
with To Kill a Mockingbird.

“I wouldn’t know how to paint
pictures with words,” to write
songs she said are largely based
on her life’s experiences start-
ing when she was 12 and now as
a young adult, “when life gets
more complicated.

“Now the albums are all about
how to figure out whatloveis all
about and how to be 20 in the
right way.”

One of the good parts about
getting into the reading habit,
she said, is “You don’t have to
start with a big, scary book. You
can begin with a short story, a
newspaper: You can start by let-
ting yourself become part of a
little story once and awhile.”

It also helped to discipline her-
self to study hard enough to get
good grades even when she did-
n’t always feel like working at it,
Swift said, promising the “Res”
girls: “You're going to look back

RESURRECTION HIGH SCHOOL

live webcast

o

Taylor Swift on Oct. 27 did a live webcast interview with students in different schools across the United States promoting her global

e
R

N

literacy program. Resurrection High Schoo! students watched the webcast during lunch hour in the library. | Tamara Bell~Sun-Times

Media

and realize it was all worth the
effort. You ean have a life and you
can have friends, and at thesame
time throw yourself into learn-
ing all you can so you have that
much more to offer the world.”
Asked what she thinks makes
her songs so popular with every-
one from preteens to adults,
Swift said it might be that, “when
I'm writing a song, I'm thinking
only about the person I'm writ-

ing that song about, not the peo-
ple who might hear that song and
what they would think about it.”

Her message wasn't lost on ei-
ther the students or the teach-
ers who arranged to bring the
program Resurrection.

“She made the idea of reading
more entertaining. She gives a
whole different perspective,” sen-
ior Emily Garcia said.

“Iliked it that when she starts

writing a song, it’s as if she’s writ-
ing a letter to someone,” added
Gina Colucci, another senior.

As far as Resurrection librar-
ian Teresa Hamlin was con-
cerned, Swift’s most important
message was that reading is sup-
posed to be fun.

“I'm hoping our circulation will
skyrocket over the next few
weeks,” she laughed.

Comment: pioneerlocal.com
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Photos of the Week

Take & look at the past week through the
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Schakowsky wins 9th handily

By KAREN BERKOWITZ
kberkowitz@pioneerlocal.com

U.s. Rep. Janice
Schakowsky of Evanston
hasn't faced a serious chal-
lenge in her 12 years in the
9th District seat, and she's
had the luxury of spending
most of her campaign cash
to get other candidates
elected.

But Republican chal-
lenger Joel Pollak, a 83-year-
old Harvard Law School
graduate, gained enough
traction and campaign cash
in a year of anti-Democrat
sentiment that Schakowsky
stepped up her bid for re-
election. With 91 percent of
the Chicago and suburban
precincts counted Tuesday,
Schakowsky was winning
by a 2-to-1 margin. She was
carrying the Chicago por-
tion of the district 74 to 22
percent and winning in the
suburbs 61 to 37 percent.
The suburban portion of the
district stretches from
Evanston to Park Ridge.

“I feel very
gratified that it
looks like a very

decisive victory of
Jjust about 2-to-1
in the district.

U.S. Rep.
Janice Schakowsky

Green Party candidate
Simon Ribeiro was coming
in at 3 percent.

“This was clearly the most
vigorous opponent that I've
had and he ran a very
strong campaign. We, in
turn, took nothing for grant-
ed,” said Schakowsky as the
returns came in Tuesday
night. “I feel very gratified
that it looks like a very de-
cisive victory of just about
2-to-1in the district. I am
looking forward to contin-
uing torepresent one of the

most progressive districts
in the country and standing
up for our valuesin the face
of what may be a difficult
environment in Washington

right now,” said
Schakowsky.
Addressing a gathering

of party faithful in Evanston
Tuesday night, Schakowsky
pledged to “continue to
stand up for the values of
this district, for health care,
for protecting Social Secu-
rity and Medicare.”

“We have much to cele-
brate,” Pollak told support-
ers Tuesday night. “We
smashed all previous fund-
raising efforts in our district
by nearly 10 to 1. We recruit-
ed more volunteers and
built a bigger online cam-
paign than any campaign
had done here before. Most
of all, we provided a real
choice to the people of our
district — and a real voice.
We spoke directly to the
people of our district, when
the local media would not
convey our message.”

U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky speaks Tuesa t he supprters at theireh

ouse Grill in Evaston after being re

elected in the 9th Congressional District. | Suzanne Tennant~Sun-Times Media

Berrios elected Cook assessor

By LISA DONOVAN and
SALLY HO
Sun-Times Media

In the nasty, David-ver-
sus-Goliath race for Cook
County assessor, political
heavyweight Joe Berrios
carried the day Tuesday.

With 79 percent of
precincts reporting,
Berrios had about 47 per-
cent of the vote, compared
with chief rival and Cook
County Commissioner For-
rest Claypool’s 32 percent.
Republican Sharon
Strobeck-Eckersall had
about 18 percent and the
Green Party’s Robert Grota
received nearly 3 percent.

“Today is the culmination
of a long trip,” said Berrios,
the powerful head of the
Cook County Democratic
Party. “We were beat up,
we were knocked on, you
can take every newspaper
— major newspapers if
they call themselves here
in Chicago — but the vot-

ers and taxpayers of Cook
County saw through that.”

After winning his party’s
nomination in the Febru-
ary primary, Berrios
seemed likely to sail in to
the job of county assessor,
which sets the value of real
estate for taxing purposes.

But Claypool — retiring
from his seat on the coun-
ty board and seemingly
politics — came charging
in to the assessor’s race
this spring saying he
specifically wanted to
knock Berrios, whom he

described as a “machine” -

Democrat, out of con-
tention.

In the months leading up
to Tuesday’s election, Clay-
pool — a Democrat run-
ning as an Independent —
repeatedly accused Berrios
of using his seat on the
Cook County Board of Re-~
view, which hears proper-
ty tax appeals, to give
breaks to commercial
property owners repre-

sented by clout-heavy at-
torneys.

Editorial boards at news-
papers joined the chorus,
hitting Berrios hard for
stacking his board of re-
view office payroll with rel-
atives.

But Berrios worked to
clean up his image — even
shedding 150 pounds with
the help of gastric band
surgery. And he pushed
back against the criticism,
saying campaign contribu-
tions weren't a factor in de-
ciding to give a property
owner a break on their as-
sessment.

Both Berrios and Clay-
pool tried to position the
other as an enemy of the
homeowner.

During his vietory
speech, Berrios vowed to
“make sure the assessor’s
office is the taxpayers of-
fice, the homeowner’s of-
fice for each and every one
of them.”

Comment: pioneerlocal.com

Preckwinkle wins board president

By LISA DONOVAN
and MONIFA THOMAS

Pledging “it's a new day in
Cook County,” Ald. Toni
Preckwinkle declared vie-
tory Tuesday night, becom-
ing the first woman elected
Cook County Board Presi-
dent.

“I’'m proud to stand here
as your next County Board
president,” the Democratic
alderman told her support-
ersinabanquet room at the
Chicago Holiday Inn Mart
Plaza.

Preckwinkle had 62 per-
cent of the vote, steamrol-
lering former Republican
state legislator Roger Keats,
who had 27 percent, with 79
percent of the precinets tal-
lied.

Before Preckwinkle took
to the stage to declare vie-
tory shortly after 9 p.m., a
recording of “Celebration”
by Kool and the Gang played
as the crowd cheered.

The applause and shouts
of praise grew louder as she
announced: “We're going to

cut taxes, we're going to
clean up county government
by ending patronage and
doing everything in our
power to root out the waste
and fraud that have cost
taxpayers millions.”

Savoring the history-mak-
ing win will be short-lived.
Preckwinkle must get to
work immediately dealing
with the headache ahead of
her: a looming February
deadline to close an estimat-
ed $300 million budget gap
to keep thelocal courts and
jail open along with the
health and hospital system
serving the poor and unin-
sured.

In doing so, she’ll have to
chart a course toward elim-
inating the remaining half
cent on the dollar sales tax
hike championed by outgo-
ing board president Todd
Stroger and hated by vot-
ers. The tax increase likely
tanked Stroger’s political
aspirations, as he lost his
bid for re-election in the De-
macratic primary to Preck-
winkle. -

While her rivals in the
race — Keats and Green
Party candidate Tom Tress-
er — said the half penny
could be rolled back imme-
diately and the budget still
balanced, Preckwinkle in-
sisted it’s not fiscally re-
sponsible to lose the rev-
enue stream right now as
the county prepares to
write a big check to settle
a jail strip-search lawsuit
and not to mention meet-

_ing pension and union con-

tract obligations. She pre-
dicts the rollback will hap-
pen in 2012,

Beyond the budget,
Preckwinkle takes the reins
of a scandal-plagued office
in need of an image
makeover. She’s expected
to send out a flurry of pink
slips to Stroger’s political
appointees — several with
ties to his ousted deputy
chief of staff Carla Oglesby,
who is awaiting trial on
publie corruption charges
for allegedly steering no-
bid contracts to pals and
her own firms.

—STM
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NILES POLICE

Deep-rooted grudge cited
in man’s alleged attempt
to kill his neighbor’s trees

By JENNIFER JOHNSON
jjohnson@®pioneerlocal.com

A tempestuous relation-
ship between two Niles
neighbors that has report-
edly spanned a quarter of a
century led to a disorderly-
conduct charge for one man
last month after he alleged-
ly poured a chemical on his
neighbor’s trees.

Niles police said 77-year-
old Volcho Petkov, of the
7200 block of West Lill
Court, tossed a flammable
liquid on his next-door
neighbor’s backyard trees
the evening of Oct. 22.

The neighbor, a 61-year-
old man, contacted police
after he smelled a “gas-like”
odor in the yard, and offi-
cers determined some type
of substance had been
thrown on two trees and a
fence that bordered Petkov's
property, according to a po-
lice report.

Petkov allegedly denied
knowing how the chemical
had spilled on his fence and
the trees and reportedly
told police he had been
changing the oil in his car.

According to police a 1-
gallon can of a flammable
liquid was found inside

Petkov's garage and Petkov's
pants had stains on them
that bore the odor of the
same liquid.

Police said both Petkov
and his neighbor admitted
that for the past 25 years
they have “been at odds
with one another” and the
neighbor stated that Petkov
has often complained about
the trees on his property..

Petkov was issued a local
ordinance citation for dis-
orderly conduct and was ad-
vised by police to avoid fu-
ture confrontations with his
neighbor.

Parking lot flooding

By NATASHA WASINSKI
Contributor

Four Park Ridge-Niles
District 64 schools may get
makeovers next summer to
fix continual water-drainage
problems.

The Board of Education
passed a motion to allow
GreenAssociates, a firm
specializing in architecture
and construction services
for schools, to proceed with
design plans for exterior im-
provements at Emerson,
Jefferson, Franklin and Car-
penter schools.

The estimated total cost
is $1.51 million, which is
“consistent with our gener-
al level of spending,” said
Business Manager Rebeca
Allard at the regular board
meeting Oct. 25.

“We're taking the con-
struction projects outside
instead of inside,” she said.

The labor-intensive work
would include removing and
replacing asphalt of park-
ing lots and sidewalks and
adding underground
stormwater piping.

The board approved con-
struction at three schools

and granted Superinten-
dent Philip Bender author-
ity to act on the Carpenter
School plan on the condi-
tion that a government proj-
ect is approved.

The distriet currently has
a grant request pending
with the Federal Aviation
Administration and Chica-
go Department of Aviation
for Carpenter School. If ap-
proved, stormwater im-
provements and
bioswale/retention near the
west playground could be
included in the project
scope.

Allard said there isnoin-
dication whether the grant
would cover this aspect of
the project and could not
confirm when a decision will
be announced.

Board member Eric Uhlig
asked whether the all proj-
ects fit within the district's
priorities like complying
with the state Health/Live
Safety Code.

“The condition of the as-
phalt at Jefferson (school)
is a Health/Live Safety
issue,” Allard said. “And you
can't go in and fix that as-
phalt without fixing some

targeted

of the drainage problems.”

Allard said the four proj-
ects address public-safety
concerns in areas around
the schools that flood in
heavy rain.

The entire faculty park-
ing lot at Franklin School
floods and there have been
related minor injuries of
staff, Allard said.

Member Sharon Lawson
said that when the side-
walks flood around Wash-
ington School, which is not
one of the four schools in-
cluded in the 2011 construe-
tion schedule, “it’s like tak-
ing your life into your own
hands."

“I've seen grandmothers
go down, I've seen children
go down, because there’s no
drainage and the sidewalks
are covered with ice,” she
said.

Lawson added: “When
you see people trying to
walk on the that ice, it's
pretty scary. We don't need
to have people breaking
their hips.”

Allard said the district as-
sessed which buildings had
the greatest need and will
fix their problems first.
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German excangestudent Eva Wagner, 1, takes a poto of a fire truck during a tour of the Skokie fire
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station Oct. 18. The 29 students from Germany are part of a foreign exchange program at Niles West.

] Suzanne Tennant~Sun-Times Media

DISTRICT 219

Students from Germgmy
make ‘electrifying’ visit
to schools, Chicago area

By PAT KROCHMAL
pkrochmal@pioneeriocal.com

Twenty-nine students
from Germany have been
soaking up American cul-
ture while living in the
homes of Niles North and

few weeks.

The teenagers came Oct.
15 from Bruchsal, where
they attend the Schonborn
Gymnasium (similar to a
high school) at the invita-
tion of Niles Township High
School District 219 as part

with local students.

Teens here who study
German visited Bruchsal in
the summer of 2009 and will
return in the summer of
2011.

The visitors began by
touring downtown Chicago
and Skokie to get a look at

Niles West families the last

JBiE

of an exchange program

~ W:
\/1

Skokie firequhter Kevin Finley shows German exchange students one of the fire trucks duri a tour of th
Skokie station Oct. 18. | Suzanne Tennant~Sun-Times Media
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German exchnge students walk into the Sokie fire station Oct. 18 bef

firefighters. | Suzanne Tennant~Sun-Times Media

American communities.
They visited cultural desti-
nations throughout Chica-
go such as the Museum of
Contemporary Art, the
John Hancock Building and
the Chicago Board of Trade.

They stopped at Skokie’s
Village Hall, where they met
Mayor George Van Dusen
who told them about the vil-
lage’s history and welcomed

them to the community.
They also visited the police
station and the library.

The German students also
attended a day of classes at
both Niles West and Niles
North so they could experi-
ence an American school
system.

And the distriet planned
to give them a real Ameri-
can send-off, not only by

ore héving a tour and lunch with the

taking them to the schools’
homecoming activities, but
also to probably their first
Halloween costume party.

When the visitors
dropped in Oct. 18 at Cen-
tral Park Skolie Fire Sta-
tion 17, they also got a look
at American technology
through an introduection to
fire fighting and rescue
equipment. They also were

treated to the firefighters’
famous “fireman dogs and
chili” lunch.

That is when they shared
their impressions of the
area that they had so far.

“When we went to down-
town Chicago, we had never
seen anything like that be-
fore. Skyscrapers every-
where — and so expansive!”
said Felix Buehler, a 16-year-
old exchange student.

“I live in an area where
there are five villages to-
gether, totaling about
46,000 people. We don’t
have any skyscrapers, just
a few buildings with second
and third floors,” he added.

Verena Bitterle, a 15-year-
old who was amazed at how
friendly everyone was, said
that she was making lasting
contacts here.

But she really wanted to
see if the high school stu-
dents here actually had the
kind of after-school parties
depicted by the Hollywood
movies she had seen.

Wolfgang Schneider, a
German teacher chaperon-
ing the group, said one of
the students’ greatest ben-
efits from the trip is that

they will improve their Eng-
lish, since they are im-
mersed in it and must speak
it here. But they also must
prepare a presentation
about the culture they've
observed when they return
home, so they will absorb
that too, he added.

Christiana Welz, another
German teacher chaperon-
ing the group, said the ex-
change visits were foster-
ing real German-American
relationships.

“American and German
mothers have been on the
phone getting to know each
other,” Welz said.

"American students who
have stayed in Germany
have even returned on their
own to visit the families they
stayed with during the ex-
change,” she added.

And though Skokie and
Bruchsal are not sister
cities, the communities are
becoming closer through
gestures such as the mayor
of the German town send-
ing a letter with the stu-
dents to the mayor of Skok-
ie, Welz noted.

Perhaps that is because
the district has enjoyed a

reciprocal exchange with
the Bruchsal school since
2006, because of Niles
North and Niles West Ger-
man teachers Josef Neu-
mayer, Lydia Ronning, Sara
Shuster, Natalie Bartl and
Caroline Ahearn.

“The students were very
excited to be here. They
come from a more rural
area in Germany and were
in awe of downtown Chica-
go when we took a bike tour
along the lake,” said Josef
Neumayer, a Niles West
German instructor.

“And like typical
teenagers, they just love to
shop, so they shopped along
Michigan Avenue. Some
even brought an extra suit-
case, because things are
cheaper here, even with our
9.5 percent sales tax. In Ger-
many, sales tax is 20 per-
cent,” he added. Neumayer
said that the visit was so
“electrifying” that he would
like to an add an extra day
to the Germans’ next visit
to allow them to mingle with
students who are not in-
volved with the exchange,
therefore benefiting more
students.

JOIN US FOR OPEN HOUSE

Mark your calendars!
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9
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By JENNIFER JOHNSON
jjohnson@pioneerlocal.com

Illinois School Report
Cards show all three schools
in Maine Township High
School Distriet 207 failing
to make annual yearly
progress for the fourth con-
secutive year, with the total
number- of students meet-
ing or exceeding standards

in reading and math actu-
ally dropping in compari-
son to last year's scores.
As benchmarks increase
each year of the federal gov-
ernment’s No Child Left Be-
hind program, District 207,
like nearly every high school
district in the state, has
found it increasingly diffi-
cult to make annual yearly
progress, or AYP.

DISTRICT 207

Schools fail to meet federal standard for 4th year

“It’s a system that has
been doomed to fail from
the beginning,” said Barbara
Dill-Varga, District 207’s as-
sistant superintendent for
curriculum.

In 2010, 77.5 percent of
students were required to
meet or exceed standards
in reading and math on
their junior-year ACT exam.
All students are required to
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take the exam, including
students with limited Eng-
lish proficiency and those
with learning disabilities. It
is the performance of stu-
dents in thosc two sub-
groups that has made
achieving AYP a challenge
for school distriets, as those
students are required to
meet nearly the same stan-
dards as their mainstream
counterparts, Dill-Varga
said.

Dill-Varga called the task
“impossible,” especially for
a school as diverse as Maine
East, where more than 50
languages are spoken
among a student body that
consists of many recent im-
migrants who may not have
the vocabulary skills or ac-
ademie background to fully
comprehend all they are
being tested on.

By 2014 the AYP bench-
mark is 100 percent for all
students.

“I{’s the same story we've
been saying for the past
many years — it's kind of an
idealistic goal that, practi-

cally speaking, is impossi-
ble to accomplish,” Dill-
Varga said.

Even New Trier High
School, which has tradition-
ally been a top-performing
school in the state, failed to
make AYP in 2010 due to
the learning-disabled sub-
group not making the read-
ing and math benchmarks,
Dill-Varga pointed out.
Maine Soutl High School
failed to make AYP because
students with disabilities
and a subgroup of Hispan-
ic students failed to meet
the AYP benchmark in
reading. This is the first
year Maine South has had
a Hispanic subgroup, mean-
ing there are at least 45 His-
paric students tested.

The school last made AYP
in 2006.

Maine East High School,
which is undergoing aca-
demic restructuring re-
quired under No Child Left
Behind, failed to make AYP
in both reading and math.
The “all students” group, as
well as white students, lim-

2010 high school report card

The figures below show the percentage of Hith-grade students per school in high school districts serving
the north suburbs of Chicago who met or exceeded learning standards, according to recently released
figures from the Prairie State Achievement Examination. The composite ACT scores for the schools also are

included.

Evanston District 202
Evanstcn

New Trier District 203
New Trier

Maine Township District 207
Maine East
Maine South
Maine West

District average

Niles Township District 219
Niles North
Niles West

District average

Glenbrook District 225
Glenbrook North
Glenbrook South

District average

Township District 113
Deerfield
Highfand Park

District average

Stevenson District 125
Stevenson

{ Stateaverage’ . .’

)

Source: lllinois State Board of édt]catién v
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ited English proficient stu-
dents, disabled students
and economically disadvan-
taged students, did not
make AYP in reading and
math. Hispanie students
and Asian students did not,
make AYP in reading, but
did meet the benchmark for-
math.

Maine West also failed to
make AYP in both reading
and math. The “all stu-
dents” group failed to make
AYP in both subjects, asdid
the subgroups of white stu-
dents, Hispanic students,
students with disabilities
and the economically disad-
vantaged. Asian students
did not make AYP in read-
ing, but did meet the bench-
mark in math.

At all three schools the
total number of students
who met or exceeded stan-
dards in reading and math
fell between 2009 and 2010,
according to the official
school report cards.

At Maine South, 757 per-
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cent of students met or exceeded
standards in reading in 2010, com-
pared with 82.8 percent in 2009. In
math, 81.5 percent of student met
or exceeded standards in 2010 while
82.1 percent did the same in 2009.

At Maine East, 47.8 percent of stu-
dents met or exceeded standards
in reading, and 61.8 met or exceed-
ed standards in math in 2010, com-
pared with 52.2 percent and 62.7
percent, respectively, in 2009.

At Maine West, 56.1 percent of
students met or exceeded stan-
dards in reading, and 60 percent
met or exceeded standards in math
in 2010. In 2009, 60.2 percent, of stu-
dents met or exceeded standards
for reading, and 62.1 percent met
or exceeded standards in math.

Dill-Varga said the decline could
be due to a new group of juniors
taking the test and changing demo-
graphics in the schools. She added
that it is more important to look at
trends over time rather than a two-
year comparison of scores.

“You want to take a five- to 10-
year look, or at least a three- to five-
year look, to see how you are doing,”
Dill-Varga said.
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Food fright co

| Suzanne Tennant~Sun-Times Media’

Visit us at any of

umed students

our ten convenient
Chicagoland focations or
www.inlandbank.com

24 hour ATM and Night Depository
services at all locations

Telephone Banking: 866-960-3900

Countryside Elmhurst
5456 South LaGrange Road 539 Spring Road

Countryside, IL 60525 Elmbwrst, IL 60126
708-579-4300 630-834-9100

Hillside Lake Zurich
2225 South Wolf Road

Hilside, IL 60162 Lake Zunch. IL 60047

708-562-2200 847-726-2265

1100 South Rand Road 837 South Westmora Avenue 6111 West Dempster Street

from Stevenson School bring food items for the township food pantry during “trick-or-treating” at M

Glen Ellyn Glen Ellyn  Hawthorn Woods
ATM Drive-up Center §20 Crescent Boulevard 10 Landover Parkway
1090 Roosevelt Road Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047

GenBln, L6017  630-858-5555  847-726-2265

630-620-5212
Lombard Morton Grove

Lombard, L 60148
630-953-0600

Morton Grove, IL 60053
847-583-1907

[

Banking at Your Fingertips!
Mobile Banking & Alert Messaging Are Here.

Villa Park

305 West St. Charles Road
Vila Park, L. 60181

630-530-5000

The Inland name and logo are registered trademarks belng used under license.
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Qutstanding Ageats
Qutstanding Results.

“The #1 Selling REA/MX Office in
Skokie Since 1986." Serving the Entire North Shore.

Thinking of SELLING Your Home?
Call for a Free Market Analysis 847-674-9797

Each office Independently Owned & Operated
Y "'T I

Exceptionally well maintained Completely renovated legal Short Safe approved. Notashortsale orforeclosureltl
all brick spiit level home W/3 4 unit bullding In a desirable remodeled, large, d4bi/2ba Tremendous opportunity to
bdms & 2 full baths. Totally rogers park neighborhood. Al home. attached 2 car garage. OWwn a very nice remodeled 3br.
updtd_within the last couple oy gitehens with cherry cabs. oak cabs. granite ctops. hwd 2 Full baths split levet. All new
yrs. From oot to plumbing $489,900 fIrs, recessed lights, CT bus. windows. doors and roof.
everything is new. huge deck. fenced In yard. Hardwood fioors under carpet

$339,900 close {0 school. pks. shops. on 15t floor. $159,000
call nowltt
John Dlas Haris All Elena Dan Dan Florlan
847-409-2362 847-322-6277 773-230-598! 773-543-3500
B oy AR it 55 Ly T %
S0 YO

DODGE
EVANSTON
The Best Deal In Townl immaculate 2 Flat with extra lat. Jdeal for
lrge  2bed/2bth  comer unit investor.
whealed indoor  garage in
desirable  “Landings® complex.

54

EVANSTON ) MORTON GROVE

Reduced for_quick sale - 1% Oniginal ownerl! All brick ranch

closing cost credit: 20% down house With a 3br in a great

$250,000 req: Bright. spacious. high location. Big eat in kitchen &
st flr, updated Central St 1%bathon matn floor. Fabulous

Ne\n{ly rem(;deled mh;- k"cbh;'" co-0p. school dist.
appls, carpet. ceramic tile i bths
& kitchen. $129,900
$125.000
Cherylette Hilton Bobbis Newman Ivy Moy

Sam Trakas
847-921-8681

R 847-269-7073 847-878-8678 847-913-3710 2

We’re living through an era with no acéountability where
no one is to blame for anything,

At Liberty Bank for Savings, we’re accountable to our community. Not only do
we offer banking products that are convenient, affordable and flexible, we also
offer information to help our customers make smart financial decisions. Liberty
Bank for Savings is a local institution — family operated and independent —
serving our customers and community just as we have since 1898.

Liberry Bank

for savings
Trust & Integrity
Since 1898

www.libertybank.com

2392 N. Milwaukee Ave.  7U(1 W, Foster Ave. 6210 N. Milwaukee Ave. 6666 Ns Lincaln Aves 1018 W. Touhy Ave.
Chicago, IL, 60647 Chicago. IL 60656 Chicago. 1L 60646 Lincolnwood. IL 60712 Park Ridge, 1L 60068
773.384.4000 mz2i 773.763.4360 847.674.1300 847.825.0693
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VILLAGE OF NILES

Comprehensive planning to
begin at Nov. 16 workshop

Village residents and busi-
nesses are encouraged to
participate in two upcom-
ing community-wide work-
shops, one for businesses
and one for residents, as
part of the village of Niles
comprehensive planning
process, according to a
news release.

The business workshop
will be at 8 a.m. Tuesday at
Village Hall, 1000 Civic Cen-
ter Drive. A light breakfast
will be served.

The community-wide
workshop be at 7 p.m. Nov.
16 in the Community Room
at the Senior Center, 999
Civic Center Drive. Led by
the village's consultant,
Houseal Lavigne and Asso-
ciates, participants will be
engaged in a series of work-
shop exercises focused on
planning for the future of
Niles. This workshop will be
one of several over the next
year with the purpose of de-

veloping a comprehensive
plan for Niles.

In addition to the commu-
nity workshops, guestion-
naires are available for both
businesses and residents on
the village website,
wwwvniles.com, with trans-
lation services available. A
special link identified by the
comprehensive-plan logo,
“Niles 2030, Comprehensive
Plan,” will lead viewers to
the interactive website de-
signed to maximize partic-
ipation and communication
with the community. The
survey, key planning com-
ponents, meeting updates
and summaries, and draft
documents will be also be
posted on the website.

A comprehensive plan
serves as the village's offi-
cial guide for land use, phys-
ical improvement and de-
velopment — a “road map”
— for the future. It provides
long-range policies for elect-

ed and appointed village of-
ficials to plan for the relat-
ed factors that will affect
growth and change in Niles.
These factors include: land
use and development, trans-
portation and circulation,
community facilities and in-
frastructure, open space
and sustainability, and com-
munity character and urban
design.

The comprehensive plan
also provides a framework
that will be used to evalu-
ate development proposals
and direct the village's
growth in the context of 15
to 20 years.

“Most importanily the
comprehensive plan allows
residents and Niles decision
makers to identify and re-
spond to changing commu-
nity needs and desiresin a
thoughtful, rather thanre-
active, way,” the news re-
lease stated.

Comment: pioneerlocal.com

VILLAGE BOARD

Trustees reject property tax hike

By TRACY GRUEN
Contributor

Niles village trustees re-
jected a stafl proposal to in-
crease the 2010 property-
tax levy by 9.78 percent at
the village pre-board meet-
ing on Oct. 26.

If the proposal had been
approved the average resi-
dent would have seen a $20
to $30 annual increase and
$425,000 would have been
generated for the village of
Niles. Staff recommended
a total tax levy of $5,237,019.

Trustees said they did not
see a reason to increase
taxes for residents when
there’s a $24-million fund
balance in the general fund.

“l think we should use
some more of our fund bal-
ance,” said Trustee Joseph
LoVerde. “The fund balance
is continuing to grow.”

One of the main reasons

village staff proposed the
tax-levy increase was to
help pay down the village's
pension obligation, which is
about $41 million under-
funded. The pensions are
required to be 100-percent
funded by 2033.

LoVerde questioned why
money couldn’t be used
from the fund balance to
help pay the police and fire
pension obligations as op-
posed to raising taxes for
the residents during a tough
economy.

Village Manager George
Van Geem said that the fund
balance “is there to get us
through the type of econo-
my we've had”

Trustee Andrew Przyby-
lo disagreed with the need
to have a $24-million fund
balance.

“I'm really tired of the
scare tactics,” said Przyby-
lo, in response to Van Geem.

Village Trustee Louella
Preston said: “Taking more
out of the reserves is not
going tosolve the problem.”

Niles resident Rosemary
Palicki agreed with the vil-
lage board’s decision tolook
into whether money from
the fund balance could be
used to help with pension
challenges. “I think the way
they resolved it was right,”
she said.

Finance Director Scott
Neukirch said thatin order
to address the pension prob-
lem it often takes “very sig-
nificant cuts” in expenses
or a property-tax increase.
“It's not specifically ad-
dressing the liability,” he
said, There was a property-
tax increase of 9.78 percent
in the tax year 2009; no in-
crease in 2008, a 4.9-per-
cent increase in 2007; and
no increase from 2004 to
2006.
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AMC Entertainment
(AMC) and the Autism So-
ciety have teamed up to
bring families affected by
autism and other disabili-
ties and sensory issues a
special opportunity to enjoy
their favorite films in a safe
and accepting environment
on a monthly basis.

Sensory Friendly Films’

will continue this month be-
ginning with a showing of
“Megamind” at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, and “Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows:
Part 1" at 10 a.m. Nov. 20.
Autism is a complex neu-
rodevelopmental disability
that affects a person’s abil-
ity to communicate and in-
teract with others. It often
comes with sensory chal-
lenges, such as hypersensi-
tivity to light or sound, and
children or adults affected

by autism may not under-
stand the social boundaries
of movie theater etiquette,
such as not talking during
the film or sitting still
through most of the show.
In order to provide a more
accepting and comfortable
setting for children with
autism or other special
needs, AMC movie audito-
riums will have their lights
brought up and the sound
turned down, families will
be able to bring in their own
gluten-free, casein-free
snacks, and no previews or
advertisements will be
shown before the movie. Ad-
ditionally, audience mem-
bers are welcome to get up
and dance, walk, shout or
sing — in other words,
AMC’s “Silence is Golden”
policy will not be enforced
unless the safety of the au-

BUSINESS

AMC theaters to provide ‘sensory friendly’ movie screenings

dience is questioned. Tick-
ets can be purchased on the
day of the event.

Participating theaters in
the area include:

m AMC Northbrook 14,
15625 Lake Cook Road,
Northbrook, IL 60062

= AMC Showplace Gale-
wood 14, 5530 W Homer St,
Chicago, IL, 60639

w AMC Village Crossing
18, 7000 Carpenter Rd,
Skokie, IL, 60077

® AMC Showplace Niles
12, 301 Golf Mill Center,
Niles, IL 60714

A list and map of partici-
pating theaters is available
at www.autism-
society.org/sensoryfilms.
This nationwide event has
124 participating theaters
in more than 50 markets.

An estimated 30 million
people in the world have an

COOK COUNTY SHERIFF'S POLICE

Patrols stepped up after
attempted abduction of
Maine East student

By JENNIFER JOHNSON
jjohnson@pioneerlocal.com

A student at Maine East
High School in Park Ridge
was reportedly the vietim
of an attempted abduction
while walking to school Oct.
217.

Cook County Sheriff's Po-
lice Deputy Cmdr. Anthony
Brzezniak said the 18-year-
old girl was walking about
7:30 a.m. through the Robin
Drive subdivision just north
of Maine East when a man
driving a blue van began
speaking to her. The student
reported that the man
spoke only Spanish and she
told him she did not speak
the language and asked him
to leave her alone, Brzezni-
ak said. \

As the student walked
onto Bobbie Lane the man
reportedly began speaking

to the student again before
grabbing her wrist with his
left hand and pulling her to-
ward the van. When the girl
began to scream, the man
let go of her wrist and drove
away, Brzezniak said. The
student reported the inci-
dent when she arrived at
school, he said.

According to an alert is-
sued to elementary school
parents by Park Ridge-Niles
School District 64, the sus-
pect is described as a His-
panic man with black hair,
brown eyes and a mustache.

Brzezniak said Cook
County Sheriff’s police in-
creased their presence in
the neighborhood after the
attempted abduction was
reported.

“We have stepped up pa-
trols and made notification
to our gang unit,” he said
Friday, referring to the

Cook County Gang Crimes
Unit, which is active within
the unincorporated area,
particularly the Robin Drive
and Dee Road neighbor-
hoods.

Brzezniak added that in-
vestigators were “trying to
follow up on all the leads we
have on the vehicle.”

Park Ridge Police Cmdr.
Lou Jogmen said his depart-
ment was notified of the in-
cident and informed the
area schools in Park Ridge.
There were no plans for
Park Ridge to supplement
the sheriff’s department
with increased patrols with-
in the unincorporated area,
Jogmen said.

Anyone with information
should contact the Cook
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, (708)-865-4700."

autism spectrum disorder,
1.5 million in America alone.
In America, 1 in every 110
children has an autism
spectrum disorder. These
families face challenges of
care, support, education, fi-
nancial hardship and med-
ical and health care issues
that make autism a nation-
al public health issue, cost-
ing the U.S. economy $60

billion a year. Though there
is no cure, autism is treat-
able and individuals with
autism have tremendous
potential.

The Autism Society, the
nation’s leading grassropts
autism organization, exists
toimprove thelives of all af-
fected by autism. This is
done by increasing public
awareness about the day-

to-day issues faced by peo-
ple on the spectrum, advo-
‘cating for appropriate serv-
ices for individuals across
the lifespan, and providing
the latest information re-
garding treatment, educa-
tion, research and advoca-
cy. For more information,
visit www.autism-
society.org. R
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(847) 470-4550 o

Take 120 years of senior healthcare experience and wrap it in a
stylishly-appointed apartment — and you have the newest addition
to Bethany Methodist Communities’ Morton Grove campus —
Terrace Gardens Assisted Living!

Featuring studio and one-bedroom fioor plans with a full array of
amenities, Terrace Gardens will provide an active, inviting environ-
ment with the security of wellness services as you need them.

The community includes 3 chef-prepared meals daily, scheduled
transportation, barber/beauty salon, exercise center, diverse life
enrichment opportunities and priority access with special rates to
Bethany Methodist's full continuum of services.

To learn more about the life-enriching aspects of Terrace
Gardens Assisted Living, please call (847) 470-4550. Pre-
opening discounts are available for a limited time only!

Terrace Gardens

8415 Waukegan Road * Morton Grove, Illinois 60053
www.terracegardens.org
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By LYNNE STIEFEL
Istiefel@pioneerlocal.com

Even though foreclosure
activity looks to be slowing
in a few suburbs, rates are
increasing in most others,
leading the Woodstock In-
stitute to conclude that the
crisis hasn't yet bottomed
out in the six-county Chica-
goregion.

“Concerns about under-
water homeowners aren’t
likely going to go away,”
Woodstock Senior Vice
President Geoff Smith said
Oct. 26. “Our expectations
would be that the underly-
ing conditions of econom-
ic distress haven't changed
and will remain high in the
fourth quarter.”

The institute’s report on
foreclosure filings from July
through September indicat-
ed the rate increased from
the same period last year in
nearly all suburbs, collar
counties and Chicago neigh-
borhoods it tracks.

Increases were highest in
northwest Cook County, at
nearly 50 percent, and
southwest Cook County.
Northern Cook County saw
gains of almost 24 percent,
and west Cook County, al-
most 29 percent.

In Park Ridge, there were
51 foreclosure filings with-
in the third quarter of 2010,
and a total of 170 so far this
year. That is a 21-percent in-
crease in foreclosures since
2009.

There were bright spots,
however. The number of
foreclosure filings actual-
ly decreased by nearly 18
percent in Hinsdale in the
third quarter of 2010 com-
pared to a year earlier, by
6.5 percent in Wilmette and
by 8 percent in Highland
Park.

And increases were insin-
gle digits for Lake Zurich,
Libertyville, Niles and May-
wood.

That would seem to indi-
cate stabilization in a few

Quality work in
Chicagoland

WOODSTOCK INSTITUTE

Foreclosure filings not likely to slow soon: report

Suburban foreclosures climbing
New foreclosure filings in the six-county Chicago region grew 28 percent
in the third quarter of 2010 from the third quarter of 2009, according
to an analysis by the Woodstock Institute of new foreclosure filings

communities, Smith said,
but not an overall trend.
“Some (suburbs and
Chicago neighborhoods
with stable real estate mar-
kets) are fairly well posi-
tioned to recover,” he said.
But “We haven’t hit bottom
yet. We have a little time to
go before we do that.”
Suburbs notably seeing
increased foreclosure fil-
ings include Oak Park,
which experienced a 62 per-
cent increase in the third
quarter of 2010 from a year
earlier; Grayslake, with a 62
percent increase; and Ar-
lington Heights, Elk Grove
Village and Rolling Mead-
ows, all with increases of
more than 40 percent.
Foreclosed homes sold
through auction jumped 45
percent for the six-county
Chicago area in the third
quarter compared to the
same period a year earlier.
Highest ratesof increase
in communities covered by
Pioneer Press included

Oak Park, which experi-
enced a 62 percent increase;
Franklin Park, which saw a
40 percent rise; Mundelein,
a 84 percent increase; and
Evanston, a 82 percent in-
crease.

In Park Ridge, 12 homes
sold at auction during the
third quarter of 2010, with
a total of 57 for the year. The
number of auctions actual-
ly dropped nearly 37 per-
cent since 2009. In neigh-
boring Niles, there have
been 89 foreclosed homes
sold at auction this year.

Smith predicts concerns
over documentation and
lender moratoriums on fore-
closure auctions could bot-
tleneck the process in the
fourth quarter

That means more homes
could remain vacant for
longer periods, and signifi-
cant jumps in foreclosure
auctions in 2011.

Meanwhile, real estate
agenis and homeowners
can't understand why banks

R A T I e PR

Get more

for less:

advertising circulars, coupons,
deals, travel specials and more.
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and completed foreclosure auctions.

Note: The Woodstock Institute compiled figures only for the 100 most
populous Chicago region Census places, which included these North
Shore and north suburban suburbs and Northwest Side of Chicago

Evanston 278
Glenview 194
Morton Grove 163
Niles 169
Northbrook 60 165
Park Ridge 51 170
Skokie 148 43
Wilmette 16 58
Chicago neighborhoods

Edi$on Park 11 33

Norwood Park 62 163

Source: Woodstock Institute

and lenders are making it
so difficult for properties to
sell, particularly through
short sales, which allow

Featured Advertisers

JCPenrigy
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For advertising information please contact Mike Sperling, Vice President,
Advemsmg, at (847) 486 7317 or your local account executive.

62 211 318
82 167 162
57 140 164
59 155 9.0
37 16 422
63 140 214
131 358 204

26 62 -6.5

12 25 320

5 140 164
Pioneer Press

owners to sell deeply deval-
ued homes for less than
what remains on their mort-

gages.
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Despite ISAT success,

District 64 fails to hit
mark for the first time

Math subgroup
of students
with disabilities
was problem
area,

By NATASHA WASINSKI
Contributor

Since 2004, Park Ridge-
Niles School District 64 stu-
dents have excelled at the
Illinois Standards Achieve-
ment Tests (ISAT), typical-
ly scoring at least 10 per-
centage points higher than
the state averagein all sub-
jects and across all grade
levels.

The 2010 ISAT adminis-
tered to the schools’ third-
through eighth-graders the
past March yielded similar
results — overall, 93.7 per-
cent of students performed
at the level of “meeting or
exceeding” the Illinois
Learning Standards for
math, science, and reading
— yet the district did not
meet an Illinois benchmark
to satisfy federal goals.

“Students with disabili-
ties improved but we fell
short of state standards,”
Diane Betts, assistant su-
perintendent for student
learning, told the Board of
Education at its meeting
Oct. 25.

Betts presented the re-
sults to the board in antici-
pation of the release of
statewide ISAT data on Fri-
day by the Illinois State
Board of Education.

According to a report pre-
pared by Betts, ISAT scores
are used as the sole indica-
tor to comply with the No
Child Left Behind Act of
2001 that requires all third-
through eighth-grade stu-

dents be tested annually in
reading and math.

Under this law, states
must measure public school
and district performance
and establish annual
achievement targets. By
2014 every student in every
publie school is expected to
meet or exceed their state's
learning standards.

In 2010 the state board set
the goal that 77.5 percent of
all students must score in
the combined “meets or ex-
ceeds” category on both
math and reading exams in
order to make “adequate
yearly progress,” or AYP.
According to Betts the tar-
get scorein Illinois increas-
esevery year by 7.5 percent
so that by 2014, 100 percent
of students must meet state
standards for schools to
achieve AYP.

Though the overall results
of District 64 hovered in the
90th percentile, the district
did not make AYP for the
first time based on a sub-
group's score in math.

The students with disabil-
ities subgroup scored 72.1
percent in math, just shy of
the 74.7 percent needed to
qualify for AYP under a
“safe harbor” provision,
which was modified this
year, Betts said.

Federal law requires
schools to distinguish and
determine the performance
level of subgroups in addi-
tion to measuring student
performance as one aggre-
gated total, Betts reported.
Subgroups must consist of
at least 45 students and,
typically, the only qualify-
ing subgroup in District 64
schools is students with dis-
abilities.

“We're still making good
progress with kids with dis-
abilities,” Betts said. “It's

just the way the formula

played out.”

Betts and District 64 Su-
perintendent Philip Bender
downplayed this missed
mark given the district's
strong performance over-
all. Districts and schools are
not penalized unless scores
remain critically low for
consecutive years, both con-
firmed.

In some ways the sub-
group standard does not
make sense, Bender said, as
students with disabilities
aren't necessarily expected
to meet, let alone exceed,
academic standards. If they
did there would be no need
for individual education pro-
grams, he said.

Bender predicts that
other well-performing dis-
tricts will experience sim-
ilar problems in complying
with the demands of the No
Child Left Behind Act, es-
pecially if federal lawmak-
ers do not address educa-
tion reform and the bench-
mark for academic improve-
ment inches closer to 100
percent of students meet-
ing state standards.

“Districts are going to
stand back and say, ‘Wait,
something is not right,’ ”
when they are told that, as
adistrict, they are not mak-
ing progress despite consis-
tently high scores, Bender
said.

Betts said that, technical-
ly, on mierolevel, all schools
in District 64 obtained ad-
equate yearly progress but
a reporting error caused
Franklin School to miss the
target.

“If the correct number of
students (in the disabilities
subgroup) had been report-
ed, Franklin would not have
had a 45-student subgroup
and would have made A’
she said.

Comment: pioneerlocal.com

‘University Medicine and Cardiology

8110 S. Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561 * 630-963-4000

* Same Day and Walk-ins welcome

* Compassionate care

1605 Golf Road, Skokie, IL 60076 * 847-679-5199

Dr. Stamatis (Tom) Dimitropoulos is a graduate of Rush Medical College. He completed his
internal Medicine residency, as well as his fellowship in Cardiovascular Disease at Rush
University Medical Center. He completed an Interventional Cardiology felfowship at William
Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak, Michlgan in 2009, Dr. Dimitropoulos Is board certified by the
American Board of internal Medicine in Cardfofogy and Internai Medicine. -
Treating all adult medical needs, speuahzmgm cardiac imaging,
coronary stenting, nan—mrg1cal treatment of varicose veins as well as
preventive medicine

Accepting Most Insurances - Accepting Medicare Assignment

¢ Handicap Accessible
* Comprehensive Services

University Dermatology

8110 S. Cass Ave., Darien, IL 60561 * 630-920-1900
4605 Golf Road, Skokie, IL 60076 * 847-679-5199
2500 Niles Road, Ste 11, St. Joseph, Mi 49085 » 269-428-5199

Dr. Bl Dimitropoules received his
medical degree from Rush University.
He completed Dermatologyresidency
n 2005 at the University of Michgan
as well as additional tralning in
he Melanoma Muitidisciplinary

B Clinic. Dr. Dimitropoulos followed

his residency with a fellowship In
Mohs Micrographic Surgery at Rush
University, completed In 2006. Dr.
Dimitropoulos Is board certified by
the American Board of Dermatology
and is a Fellow of the American

Dr. Claronte Brown is a graduate
of the University of Pittshurgh’s
School of Medicine. He completed
his internship at the University
of Chicago Hospitals and his
Dermatology residency in 1999 at
Rush University Medical Center.
He completed a fellowship in Mohs
Micrographic Surgery at Baptist
Medical Canter, Kansas City,
Missourl, in 2000. Dr. Brown Is board
certified by the American Board of
Dermatology and is a Fellow of the

Academy of Dermatology. American Academy of Dermatology.

Treating all disease of Skin, Hair and Nails
Children—-Adults—Seniors
Surgical Dermatology-Mohs Surgery-Medical Dermatology
Accepting Most Insurances-Accepting Medicare Assignmment

Over $3.75
million in
financial aid is
available.

Questions?
aur Admiissorns
Office at
847.920.2481

or look us up on
the web at www.
goramblers.org.
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(847) 849-1484 | Jeremy@blockshopper.com

Information is provided by
Record Information Ser-
vices, PO. Box 894, Elburn
IL 60119; phone (630) 557-
1000; fax (630) 557-1001.

Sept. 30

6559 W George St. Unit 206,
Grzegorz Mucharski to Patrick
Schialdone Amy C Schialdone,
§145,000, Oct. 5

NILES

DES PLAINES

6801 N Milwaukee Ave. Apt
607, Glenn R Gottmann to
Genevieve B Ketel, $220,000, Oct.
6

6815 N Milwaukee Ave. Apt
206, Zaya Davood to Duck Young
Song, $217,000, Oct. !

7054 W Kedzie St., Bank Of
New York Melton to Krzysztof Gra-
jdura, $190,000, Oct. 6

8122 W Oak Ave., John R
Thomas Co to Lisa A Calabrese,
$200,000, Oct. 1

9731 N Fox Glen Drive Apt 4f,
Bank Of New York Mellon Ttee to
fona H Egozi, $93,000, Oct. 1

BELMONT CRAGIN

2829 N Melvina Ave., Nelson M
Sumba to Mario Rosero Octavio
Vatazquez, $190,000, Oct. 4

2932 N Parkside Ave., Anna
Kotania to Juan C Zarraga Vanes-
sa M Zarraga, $170,000, Oct. 4
3004 N Mason Ave., Oleksan-
dra Nako to Stepan Tsenglevych,
§207,000, Oct. 5

3014 N Nashville Ave., Brian S

Kraft to Otto Hernandez, $143,500,

1101 Hofiday Lane Apt 4, Us
Bank Na Trustee to Bartlomiej
Micek, $28,500, Sept. 29

1283 E Washington St. Unit 6,

Fannie Mae to Michal T Muszynski,

§52,500, Oct. 5

1372 Carol Lane, Deutsche Bank
Natl Trt Co Ttee to Ajwinder
Singh, $325,000, Oct. 4

1623 Ashfand Ave. Apt 4f,
Chicago Title Land Trt Co Ttee to
Aleksandra Wieczorek, $113,000,
Oct. 6

1645 S River Road Ste 18,
Chicago Title Land Trt Co Ttee to
Gus J Bahramis, $37,000, Oct. 5
1650 Mifl St. Apt 305, Jp Mor-
gan Chase Bank to Joseph A Glin-
er Sofia Gliner, $44,000, Sept. 30
1670 Mill St. Apt 504, United
World Development Lic to John A
Stapleton Saori Go Stapleton,

$80,000, Oct. 1

2555 Rusty Drive, Weber Trust
to Kevin Hiller, $165,000, Oct. 6
700 Graceland Ave. Apt 705,

Vincent A Aliotta to Kathy M Brze-

zowski, $175,000, Oct. §

750 S Westgate Road, Citimort-

gage Inc to Vasiliki Drebos,
$195,000, Oct. 4

9395 Landings Lane Unit 202,
Federal National Mortgage Assn
to Rita Younan, $75,000, Oct. 4
9400 Meadow Lane, Us Bank
Na Trustee to Vasant Patel Bharat
D Patel, $78,000, Oct.1

9478 Bay Colony Drive Unit
189, Galante Trust to Anilkumar R
Shah Sharmistha A Shah, $75,000,
Oct.6

9506 Terrace Place, Conception
Valencia to Dineshbhai Patel Mi-
naxiben Dineshbhai Patel,
$140,000, Sept. 29

9542 Greenwood Drive, Aurora
Loan Services Inc to Jason Shah
Sapan Shah, $155,000, Oct. 4
9994 Holly Lane Unit Gs, fan-
nie Mae to Russell Green, $21,500,
Sept. 29

$173500, Sept. 30 DUNNING

1670 Mil} St. Apt 204, United
World Development Lic to Ronald 3309 N Nagle Ave., federal

Popa Ligia Popa, $178,500, Sept. Home Loan Mtg Corp to Marek
30 Kuzma Agata Kuzma, $210,500,
1782 Orchard St., Federal Home  Sept. 30 )

Loan Mtg Corp to Herbert Straus, ~ 3337 N Overhill Ave., Atton

VP of Advertising

Reach Your
Key Market

To find out more about how we can
help you, call Mike Sperling,

at (847) 486-7317 or email
msperfing@pioneerlocal.com

Source: 2009 Claritas. Ranking based on Average Household Income.

Each week Pioneer Press
delivers the most affluent
home owners and home
buyers in the Chicago
area. Tell them about
yourself with a story and
an ad in Pioneer Press’
weekly real estate feature.

Construction Inc to Anthony M
Toman, $292,000, Sept. 29

3619 N Oleander Ave., George
Samardzija to Juan Estrada Mary-
bell Collazo, $260,000, Oct. 5
3753 N Oriole Ave., Michael P
Robles to Tiffany Veronica Riplow,
$225,000, Sept. 30

3845 N Newcastle Ave.,
Nuretin Dasdelen to Pauf Ro-
driguez Melanie Rodriguez,
$§223,000, Oct. 5

6217 W Waveland Ave., Fannie
Mae to Thomas C Kimball Angela
£ Kimball, $147.500, Sept. 29
7746 W Belmont Ave., Pnc
Mortgage to Gus Karamanis,
$320,000, Sept. 30

EDISON PARK

7125 N Osceofa Ave., Fannie
Mae to Michael C Czaplewski Kim
C Crawford, $356,000, Oct. 5

FOREST GLEN

6412 N Tahoma Ave., Quay Tao
to Jonathan B Rush Angela M
Rush, §573,000, Oct. 6

7145 N Sioux Court, Davern
Torres Trust to Christopher J Nic-
pan, $415,000, Oct. 6

GLENVIEW

103 James Court, Betcher Trust
to Martin Wierusz, $220,000, Sept.
30

10377 Dearlove Road Apt 1d,
Deutsche Bank Natl Trt Co Ttee fo
Irfan Bhatty Rafig Bhatty,
$65,000, Oct. 1

1901 Admiral Court, John Mui
to Robert J Rubicky Geri Rubicky,
§590,000, Sept. 29

251 Princeton Lane, Gold Trust
to Diane S Turner, $365,000, Sept.
30

2750 Commons Drive Unit 211,
Toll Il v Lp to Dong Pill Pak Young
Joo Hur, §355,500, Oct. 5

2750 Commons Drive Unit
303, Toll It Iv Lp to Kathy A
Wodarski, $405,500, Oct. 4

3830 Rugen Road, Pennymac
Loan Services Lic to Liliana Kaj-
cic, $165,000, Oct. 4

3900 Harvest Lane, Kenneth
Rutkowski to Tracy T Richard,
$642,500, Oct. 1

4000 Triumvera Drive Unit
A502, Bert H Gideon to Jerzy
Jakubiak Malgorzata Jakubiak,
$108,500, Oct. 4

4174 Cove Lane Apt A, Mcguire
lii Trust to Mark Siegal, $135,000,
Oct.1

602 Elmdale Road, Shaukatali
Plasticwala to Numairuddin Mo-
hammed Robeena Mohammed,
$1,000,000, Oct. 5

714 Forest Road, Bowman Trust
to Stuart Laramore Kimberly C
Laramore, $511,000, Oct. 1

836 Surrey Lane, 836 Surrey
Inc to Douglas A Bonvechio Lee
Hyung Jong, $1,300,000, Sept. 29

HARWOOD HEIGHTS

4516 N Newfand Ave., Jaroslaw
Bronkowski to Ruben Martinez
Maria R Martinez, $292,000, Oct. 6
4749 N Newland Ave., 0ld Sec
ond National Bank Ttee to Genar-
ro Russo Vita Russo, $310,000,
Oct.6

4833 N Olcott Ave. Unit 316,
Wegrzyn Jr Trust to Donald £
Kucharczyk Constance E Kuchar-
czyk, $325,000, Sept. 29

MORTON GROVE

5510 Lincoln Ave. Unit 408,
Federal Home Loan Mtg Corp to
Raymond Schuitz, $72,000, Sept.
29

5709 Main St., Artur Goclowski
to Patricio M Panizo Katrina Al
ern Panizo, $252,000, Oct. 6
8400 Callie Ave. Unit 414,
Doris C Bloom to Marilyn
Schempp, 5241000, Oct. 5

8630 Waukegan Road Unit
516, Federal Home Loan Mtg
Corp to Ewa Michalak, $93,000,
Oct. 4

9104 Linder Ave., Sadruddin G

Hussain to Asif Al Khan, $192,000,

Sept. 29

MOUNT PROSPECT

1300 N Burning Bush Lane,
Victoria Johnson to James
George Spilison Marouila Spilison,
$342,500, Oct. 4

1416 N Boro Lane, Jan Jakubik
to Andrzej Wicha Beata Wicha,
$220,000, Oct. 5

1809 E Euclid Ave., Hintori
Trust to Terry N Karalis, $294,000,
Oct.1

2953 S Briarwood Drive W,
Gibrich Trust to Theodore Wa-
cholz Barbara Wacholz, $330,000,
Sept. 30

320 S Mount Prospect Road,
Victor Rarau to Himanshu V Shar-
ma Meera Sharma, $292,500, Oct.
4 .

404 N Wille St., Edward J Bren-
nan to David L Fleenor Ann D
Fleenor, $328,000, Oct. 4

516 N Eastwood Ave., Robert D
Gibbons to Timothy Messing
Kathryn Messing, $309,000, Sept.
29

613 W Oriole Lane, Federal
Home Loan Mtg Corp to Grzegorz
Zimnoch Ewa Siwik, $155,500,
Sept. 30

712 W Busse Ave., Selene Rmof
Reo Acquisition fi to Jason Geor-
gacakis Rachael Rothrauff,
$§405,000, Oct. 5

NORRIDGE

4051 N Overhill Ave., Marco
Vitto to Sainghy Nhav Chhorvee
Men, $227,000, Oct. 1

4108 N Oriole Ave., Fv 1Inc to
Andrzej Ciszewski Irene Bielecka
Ciszewski, $265,500, Oct. 1

7327 W Montrose Ave., Rizzo
Trust to Jorge Alejandro Diaz,
$213,500, Sept. 30

7602 W Irving Park Road Unit
€, Erik Burkhart to.Adam Adan;
czyk, $240,000, Sept. 29
8220 W Agatite Ave., North
Star Trust Co Trustee to Wieslaw
Warjas Elzbieta Warjas, $260,000,
Oct. 4

NORWOOD PARK

6910 W Berwyn Ave., Algonquin
State Bank Trustee to Erik J
Schreiber, $176,000, Sept. 30

7411 W Clarence Ave., Carol J
Klein to Timothy P Aiossa Jr,
$315,000, Oct. 4

7647 W Balmoral Ave., Obrien
Trust to Jing Niu Di Zhang,
$238,000, Oct. 6

O0'HARE

8521 W Catherine Ave. Unit
177, Federa! National Mortgage
Assn to Ruzica Stojakovic,
$98,500, Sept. 30

OAK PARK

1017 S Ridgeland Ave., Edward
A Greenfield to Joao Maria Nunes
Carrie Nunes, $258,500, Oct. 4
1119 Wisconsin Ave., Rima Dafer
to Joseph R Bie!, $500,000, Oct.1
1130 S Taylor Ave., Evelyn M
Priebe to Karolis Zukauskas Maria
Storm, $151,000, Oct.1

1155 Clarence Ave., Federal
Home Loan Mtg Corp to Maria
Magdaleno, $210,000, Sept. 30
216 N Taylor Ave., Cory Scott to
Kenneth T Koch Diane P Boese,
$369,000, Oct. 6

222 Washington Boulevard Apt
204, John V Mazzola to Valaria Q
Mcclinton, $129,000, Oct. 5

331 S Ridgeland Ave. Apt C,
Daniel J Pych to Patrick Dolan,
$300,000, Oct. 6

414 S Scoville Ave. Unit C6,
Fannie Mae to Vygantas Ciulada,
$62,000, Oct.1

6549 North Ave., Itasca Bank &

Trust Co Trustee to Dennis Kamin-

ski Martha Kamlnsk| $327,500,
Oct. 4

722 Erie St. Apt 3, Mark W
Gross to Kristin L Delleman
$193,000, Sept. 29

819 S Humphrey Ave., Robert
Wayne Baxter to Antoinette L
Seaberry, $380,000, Oct. 5,

HOT PROPERTIES BY ROB PISKAC

Updated ranch

1950s single-story features modern interior
7222 W. Greenleaf St., Niles — $299,000

This single-story step ranch-style home,
built in 1955, is in the Niles Terrace subdi-
vision and features an eat-in kitchen with
modern appliances, vinyl flooring, hard-
wood cabinets, granite countertops and

track lighting.

Next to the kitchen is a separate din-
ing room with a hanging lamp. The liv-
ing room has large windows, hardwood
flooring and trim. The property includes
a basement with a full bathroom and also

has a two-car garage.

The location is two miles from the Mor-

This N|Ies home mcludes a basement and a
two-car garage.

ton Grove Metra station.

Listing agent: Taylor Lindstrom, Pruden-
tial Rubloff, (847) 404-8900,
lindstrom.taylor@gmail.com

Beds: 3

Baths: 2
Selling a home that stands out from the rest?
E-mail us: hotproperties@blockshopper.com

DATA POINT . | Financial consultant buys in Niles
ESTATE BY THE NUMBERS | By David Lister Merten has been an as-

An executive with a consult-
ing firm that serves health
care companies has purchased
a home in Niles.
of Darren Merten and Jessica
Kieberg bought the four-bed-~

sistant vice president at
Kaufman, Hall and Associates,
a Skokie-based consulting firm
that also provides health care
software. Earlier, Merten was
an executive with Ziegler, a fi-

12

The number

PARK RIDGE

1006 N Delphia, Virginia B
Lukas to David Vasquez Nancy
Vasquez, $355,000, Oct. 5

1154 Parkwood Ave., Owb Reo
Llc to Chris K Kowalski, $199,000,
Sept. 29

1407 W Devon, Renata Pszczol-
ka to Artur S Konopka Sylwia £
Konopka, $270,000, Oct. 6

foreclosures in two-bath h ¢ 8306 al .

Morton Grove in ;(I)o(r)n, w;) : fome3$0 a0 n:;\r/l[Cl(:.l sent,tlcefi cgrlr\lfany.
2007, far fewer . Osceola Ave. for $370, ler te.n attende arquette
h ! h v on Aug. 11. The 1,673-square- University Law School and
than the 43 so far in foot home in the Grennan Northwestern University's

2010. Heights subdivision was built  Kellogg School of Manage-

in 1945. ment.
MARKET WATCH .5 or vononr
For Median Foreclosure i of 1 of

City sale price rate sales foreclosures
Chicago: Edison Park 2.30% $271,000 8.27% 133 1
Chicago: Forest Glen 2.81%  $347,000 12.50% 16 2
Chicago: Norwood Park  2.68%  $276,000 14.22% 232 33
Des Plaines 3.50%  $172,000 28.12% 946 266
Evanston 3.64%  $285,000 14.04% 819 15
Glenview 343%  $383,000 13.43% 648 87
Lincolnwood 342%  $287,500 17.90% 162 29
Morton Grove 271%  $250,000 18.73% 283 53
Niles 2.69%  $222,250 22.35% 340 76
Park Ridge 295%  $340,000 1.25% 4 53
Skokie 283%  $249,750 24.82% 705 175
Witmefte 2.80%  $605,000 4.49% 379 17

Source: Chicago.BlockShopper.com. Data tracks last 12 months of sales.

The Gold Standard '

LB
INCREDIBLE LOW PRICE!
Morton Grove...Spacious 3 br-2 % brick Ranch home with open
floor plan tocated in Park View School District 70! Freshly painted
& hardwood floors throughout. Spacious fiving room & farge dining
room. Eat-in kitchen wilh istand, newer dishwasher & floor. Full
finished basement with family room & exercise room. Huge screened
in sun porch. Many recent improvements include windows &
driveway. 2car garage Great Location! Make Offer(!

5800 Dempster - Morton Grove

(847) 967-5500

(OUTSIDE ILLINOIS CALL 1-800 253-0021)
WWW.

cenlury21 marino.com

Morlon Grove...Price Stashed to SELL! Vintage English Farmhouse
Ioaded with character & charm! Fabulous 75' Lot & Paver brick Entryway
with 2 front circular patios. Living/dining rm with stone fireplace. Huge
19 kitchen with vaulted ceifing. 3 brs & 1 % baths. Hardwood fioors
throughout. Master br with bath. Fulf basement, new fumace & A/C|
'02, windows & roof ‘03. 2 car garage. Well maintained home. Located
convenient fo schools, shopping & Edens nghway' Ask $i

e S a
ot

RS
-

HAT A DEAL A
Morton Grove... Truly affordable 4 room 2nd floor Conto in convenient
location! Price just slashed to seil! Ceramic tile entry foyer. Spacious
living room with bay window and Separate dining room *L". Kilchen offers
Inads of wood cabinets and ceramic file floor. Large 14' bedroom with

B . {wall of closels. Updated ceramic tle bath. Low monthly assessment

includes heat, water, gas & more! Parking space. Storage room adjacent

SHOWS LIKE A MODEL!
Niles...Low Price of $142,500!! Absolutely beautifu) 5 rm Condo
located near transportation, shops, restaurants pool & tennis
courts! Newly painted & carpeted. Huge hwing rm, dining rm &
eat-in Kitchen with separate eating area&sliders to double balcony
overlooking pond & greenery! 20' master br suite w/walk-in close!
& full bath. Gustom lighting, blinds & shades. Garage parking, in-unit

laundry, storage rm & more! Price Reduced 10............. $142,5001

to unit. Will not fast at $75,000
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You spend too much time at work to live with a job that you
don't like. Start with a better search and find a job that’s
right to you. Find it today at pioneerlocal.com/monster
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Niles natives open

Logan Square pizzeria
Papa Ray’s Pizza & Wings,
located at 2551 W. Fullerton
in Logan Square, was start~
ed by brothers George and
John Rayyan who grew up
in the Northwest suburb of
Niles. With another location
opening this month at 4757
N. Sheridan in Uptown, and
at least three locations slat-
ed to open in 201], this fami-
ly-run neighborhood spot is,

BUSINESS BRIEF

according to the brothers,
rapidly becoming a house-
hold name.

Twenty-two-year-old
George and 27-year-old John
developed an interest in the
food business at a young age
in an extended family of
restaurateurs.

Prior to opening Papa
Ray’s first location, George
and John gained industry
experience as partners in
the popular Pinocchio’s Piz-
za eateries. In 2010, the

brothers opened Papa Ray’s,
a namesake of their father
Ray, and have quickly posi-
tioned it as a go-to place in
Logan Square. The quaint
1,200-square-foot space, the
brothers say, attracts locals
who line the single-seat
stools and review the daily
newspaper page inserts
posted along the walls.

For more information on
Papa Ray’s, visit www.pa-
parayspizza.com.
Comment: pioneerlocal.com

The following incidents in un-
incorporated Maine Town-
ship were compiled by the
Cook County Sheriff's De-
partment. Readers are re-
minded that an arrest does
not constitute a finding of
guilt. Only a court of law can
make that determination.

BURGLARY

Michael Stephenson, 26,
of the 10000 block of Linda
Lane, unincorporated
Maine Township, was
charged with one count of
burglary Oct. 28 after he al-
legedly broke into Extra
Value Food and Liquor, 9570
Potter Road, and stole sev-
eral bottles of alcohol. Ac-
cording to police an officer
witnessed a mandressed in
dark clothing exiting the
liquor store through the
front door about 3 a.m.
When the man saw police
he reportedly re-entered

SHERIFF’'S REPORTS

the store and fled through
the rear alley. Police can-
vassed thearea and report-
edly located a man, later
identified as Stephenson,
hiding in some brush at
9401 W. Golf Road. Police
said Stephenson wasin pos-
session of a duffel bag filled
with alecohol taken from
Extra Value Food and
Liquor. Nothing else was re-
ported stolen from the
store.

BURGLARY TO VEHICLE

A theft from a vehicle was
reported the evening of Oct.
18 on the 9400 block of
Sumac Road.

On Oct. 28 a resident of
the 9500 block of Sumac
Road discovered his credit
card, debit card and driv-
ers license missing from his
vehicle after he received a
phone call from his bank re-

garding suspicious charges
made to one of the cards.

PROPERTY DAMAGE

Windows were smashed
on several vehicles parked
outside residences
overnight between Oct. 19
and Oct. 20. The incidents
occurred on the 8700 block
of Ballard Road, the 9400
block of Hamlin Avenue, the
9000 block of Emerson
Street, the 9000 block of
Terrace Place, the 9100
block of West Oaks Avenue,
and the 9400 block of Park
Lane. Similar incidents
were also  reported
overnight between Oct. 19
and Oct. 20 on the northeast
side of Park Ridge.

A vehicle was reported
damaged on the night of
Oct. 24 on the 9100 block of
Church Street.

The following incidents were
listed in the official reports of
the Niles Police Department.

Readers are reminded that an
arrest does not constitute a

finding of guilt. Only a court
of law can make that deter-
mination.

BURGLARY

A man reportedly entered
an elderly couple’s Park
Lane home without their
consent Oct. 26 after stat-
ing he needed one of them
to show him where the
backyard property line was
located. While the woman
took the man into the back
yard three other men re-
portedly entered the house
and talked to the woman's
husband before they walked

POLICE BLOTTER

upstairs and looked through
dresser drawers in a bed-
room. When the husband
asked the men why they
were in his bedroom they
quickly exited the house, po-
lice said. Nothing was re-
ported missing at the time
of the report.

A burglary was reported
the night of Oct. 27 on the
8000 block of Ozark Av-
enue. A bedroom window
was reportedly broken to
gain entry. No further de-
tails were provided.

THEFT

A motorized shopping
cart belonging to Jewel-
Osco, 7900 Milwaukee Ave.,
wasreported stolen Oct. 24.

According to police a
woman between the ages of
50 and 60 wearing a black
" fur coat had used the cart
to do her shopping before
she rode out of the store
with it and disappeared
about 8:50 a.m. The cart has
a reported value of $3,000.

A gum-ball machine was
reported stolen Oct. 25 from
Jerry's Fruit Market, 7901
Milwaukee Ave. The owner
of the machine told police
he came to service the ma-
chine when he discovered it
was missing. The employ-
ees of the store could not
tell the owner what had hap-
pened to the machine,

Biotter, PAGE 21
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which is believed to have
been stolen between Oct.
6 and Oct. 8, police said. The
gum-ball machine was val-
ued at $625 and contained
between $200 and $250 in
change, according to the po-
lice report.

A 5l-year-old man who
identified himself as home-
less told police that on Oct.
25 someone stole his duf-
fel bag while he slept behind
a gas station on the 8500
block of Golf Road. The bag
reportedly contained the
man’s birth certificate, his
passport, a digital camera,
a laptop computer and med-
ication.

A wallet containing cred-
it cards and identification
was stolen between 1 p.m.
and 3:30 p.m. Oct. 24 from
a man'’s locker at XSport
Fitness, 9210 Milwaukee
Ave.

An iPhone was reported
stolen Oct. 24 after the

owner reportedly left it un-
attended in the gym at XS-
port Fitness, 9210 Milwau-
kee Ave.

Susan Panico, 54, of 7429
W. Mulford, Niles, was
charged with theft Oct. 29.
Police said Panico failed to
pay a Park Ridge taxi driv-
er the $43 she owed him.
Bond was set at $1,500. She
has a Nov. 29 court date.

ATTEMPTED BURGLARY

A resident of the 7500
block of Neva Avenue called
police after hearing a noise
coming from the back of her
home the night of Oct. 27.
Police discovered the rear
door wide open and part of
the door frame broken. The
resident told police she did
not see anyone enter the
house.

PROPERTY DAMAGE

On Oct. 22 a swastika was
found painted on the hood
of a vehicle parked in an
alley on the 8800 block of
North Grand Avenue.

A man in his 30s on the
morning of Oct. 23 report-
edly caused damage to Spir-

it Halloween, 5631 W. Touhy
Ave., after he was told the
store had a no exchange pol-
icy. According to police the
man allegedly began shout-
ing and swearing at employ-
ees before pulling down a
banner at the front of the
store, causing a downspout
to separate from building.
The man then left the area.

Between Oct. 24 and Oct.
27 someone stole the house-
number sign off a lamp post
on the 8200 block of Mon-
roe Street, police said.

BURGLARY TO VEHICLE

An iPod and cigarettes
were reported stolen Oct.
23 from a vehicle parked
outside Wal-Mart, 5630
Touhy Ave.

A $150 GPS device was
stolen between 9:30 p.m.
Oct. 26 and 12:44 a.m. the
following day from a vehi-
cle parked on the 9100 block
of Golf Road. The driver's-
side window was broken to
gain entry.

PUBLIC INTOXICATION
Julio C. Sanchez, 30, of

7246 Crain St., Niles, was
issued a local ordinance ci-
tation for public intoxica-
tion and cost of emergency
services Oct. 22. According
to police Sanchez was ob-
served falling down while
attempting to walk at 10:06
p-m. near Dempster Street
and Oketo Avenue. He was
transported to Advocate
Lutheran General Hospital.

" RETAIL THEFT

Edelynn Cayas, 19, of 6915
Niles Terrace, Niles, wasis-
sued a local ordinance cita-
tion for retail theft Oct. 23.
An employee at JCPenney,
Golf Mill, told police Cayas
was seen placing an $18 ring
on her finger and exiting the
store without paying. A fine
was paid at the scene and
she was released.

Aktaben Shabh, 26, of 9371
Hamlin Ave., unincorporat-
ed Maine Township, was is-
sued a local ordinance cita-
tion for retail theft Oct. 24
after she allegedly exited
Kohl’s, Golf Mill, without
paying for $175 worth of
pants and costume jewelry.
A fine was paid at the scene

and she was released.

Byambajav Bor, 47, of
9978 Holly Lane, unincor-
porated Maine Township,
wasissued a local ordinance
citation for retail theft Oct.
24. According to police Bor
attempted to leave Wal-
Mart, 8500 Golf Road, with-
out paying for an electric
razor valued at $45. He paid
a fine at the scene and was
released.

Simone Whitton, 40, of
2100 Windsor Mall, Park
Ridge, wasissued alocal or-
dinance citation for retail
theft Oct. 25 after she al-
legedly stole $109 worth of
merchandise firom Kohl's,
at Golf Mill. She paid a fine
at the scene and was re-
leased.

Carlos Garcia, 26, of 10405
Dearlove, Glenview, was
charged with retail theft
Oct. 25. According to police
an employee at Meijer, 9000
Golf Road, observed Garcia
place two DVDs in his
shorts and exit the store
without paying. Garcia re-
mained in custody at Cook

County Jail. He was set to
have appeared in court
Monday.

Dul

Jose Ugalde-Resendiz, 22,
of 5844 N. Harlem Ave.,
Chicago, was charged with
felony driving under the in-
fluence, driving without a
valid license and failure to
signal Oct. 23. Ugalde-Re-
sendiz was taken into cus-
tody on the 6800 block of
North Harlem Avenue.
Bond was set at $5,000. He
had a Wednesday court
date.

Angel Arriaga, 27, of the
7900 block of North Cald-
well Avenue, Niles, was
taken into custody on a DUI
warrant Oct. 24 after police
responded to a domestic
dispute at his residence. Ac-
cording to police a woman
said Arriaga began arguing
with her because he felt she
had bought too much pizza.
Both allegedly admitted to
pushing each other, as well,
according to the police re-
port. Bond for Arriaga was
set at $40,000.

$9.995 Million

Death of mother during pregnancy
$7.85 Million

 Minor pedestrian killed by school bus
$6.25 Million

Birth Injury, Brain Damage
$5.25 Million

‘\@gﬂlpacs‘ control, passenger death
$35 Million

Wrongful death of worker at job site
$4Million '

Physician’s negligence, brain damage
$2.7 Million

Police misconduct/excessive force

Mitchell, Hoffman & Wolf
Personal Injury Attorneys

 Construction worker injured
{$2.5 Million
Truck Rear-cnds van
-82 Million
Pedestrian hit by automobile,
_resulting in brain damage
151.97 Million
Failurc to Diagnose Cancer
181.2 Million
_Nurse negligence causes thumb amputation
$1:Million
Landlord’s negligence

1-888-719-6160 * 312-726-6722

* Auto & Truck Accidents
* Medical Malpractice

* Work Accidents

* Wrongful Death

NO FEE UNLESS
 YOU WIN...

SO

Pioneer Press values your
opinions. We want your feedback
to find out what you like about
our newspaper and how we can
improve it. Please visit our Web
site and click on the "Tell us what
you think..." button, call us at
(847) 486-9300, or go to
pioneerlocal.com/survey.

Thank you for your readership.
Pioneer Press

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE
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Hintze Auction Service, Inc..
..~ .ABSOLUTE MINI FARM AUCTION-
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2010
STARTING AT 1.00 PM
10575 N. TABLER ROAD. MORRIS, IL
From Bt 47 in Moris, take Rt 6 East and
Travel 5.7 miles, Tuen North on Tabler Rd and travel
) 1.8 mies 10 Auchon Stte. -
6.7 Acro +/- With 5 Bedroom Home, Four
Qutbuiklings and Vinyl Spiit Rail Fencing Around
Property. This Beaulful Peace Of Property Is
Being Otfered At Aucton WITHOUT Reservation.
. **MORE INFO ON WEBSITE** |
Auctioneer Note: A Living Lease on the
Housshold Is being held by a 79 year
old resident. At this time the leasehold
is in dispute and requires a court hearing.
Terms: A Nonrefundable Deposit Of 10% By
Certified Funds 1s Required Day of Sale.
To Inspect Property Call Bob Or Judy Hintze
At 815-448-2368 Or 815-228-7634.

Owners: Bruce & Kenneth Kinsalia
- Hintze Auction Service, Inc.

: License #440000682/¥441000477
Bob & Judy Phone: 815-448-2368

. www.biddersandbuyors.comhinize

H. MOENCK & SON, INC.

LARGE PUBLIC AUCTION

THURS, NOV. 18+ 3 A.M.,
- Conducted at.

20 %5 E. 34th St., STEGER, IL
Crane trucks and related equipment
NH Backhoe/Loader
Semi & trailer « Dump truck
Box truck « Misc. equipment
Trailers » Containers
Large volume of shop equipment,
good tools, parts and more
www.martinauction.com
for full listing, photos and more info
5% buyer premium

AN ) ] |\

7L

To list your
auction here

call

6300788220

to speak with a sales
. representative




NILES HERALD-SPECTATOR

SERVING READERS SINCE 1951

Publisher: .John Barron
Editor in Chief: .Jeff Wisser
Senior Editor: Carol Goddard
Managing Editor: Matt Schmitz

22
NIL - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2010

How to reach us: we invite letters to the editor. Only signed fetters, including address and daytime phone number, will be considered for

Mail to: Letters to the Editor, Niles Herald-Spectator, 100 Lake St, Suite 104, Oak Park, L 60301 E-mail to: mschmitz@pioneerlocal.com (no attachments)

WE SAY

Can’t we all
just get along?

Elections have grown
nastier and nastier over
the past few years.

This year, probably
because some high-profile
races were undecided right
up until Tuesday's election,
the mud seemed denser
and dirtier than usual.

And that's pathetic
because, lost among the
nastiness were some legiti-
mate issues that many can-
didates failed to address:
the state's massive budget
woes and the country'’s
unemployment situation, to
name just two.

Many pundits predicted
that this mid-term election
would go negative. With
nearly every local race con-
tested and some prime
races without an incum-
bent, candidates defined
the race by the supposed
flaws of their opponent.
Even incumbents who had
been elected several times
found themselves chal-
lenged relentlessly by new-
comers who immediately
took the low road.

Judging by many of the
attack ads, neither choice
in a contest seemed worthy
of a voter's time in the
voting booth. Candidate A
is a bald-faced liar while
the challenger keeps
company with crooks.

It's so much easier for
candidates to sully an
opponent, after all, than to
define themselves by solid
positions on important but

complicated issues. Instead
of educating voters, candi-
dates relied on half-truths,
omissions of fact, distor-
tions or even outright lies.
Those on the receiving

end of these nasty ads
would then turn around
and give as good as they
got.

As a result, many voters
held their noses with one
hand while casting their
ballots. Other citizens may
well have been turned off
by the intense mudslinging
and skipped the election
process altogether.

And the sad truth is that
negative campaigning
works. Rod Blagojevich
coasted to a second-term
win not by highlighting
accomplishments in his
first four years but by
dumping on his opponent.

Fueled by money from
special interest groups,
political parties, legislative
leaders and millionaire
business executives, nega-
tive ads threatened to take
over prime time television
as the time allotted to ads
seemed longer than what
had been devoted to pro-
gramming.

As we reported last
week, the cash was flowing
too quickly to analyze who
was bankrolling whom.

Here'’s hoping that all
those winners who defined
their election campaigns
by negative ads — while
praising their opponent on
election night — will spend
as much fervor tackling the
huge issues confronting
Illinois and our nation.

And we also hope they
will come up with workable
solutions that both sides
can support in a truly
bipartisan effort to move
the country and our state
in a positive direction.
Comment: pioneerlocal.com
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Always something that doesn’t work
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CHERYL 0'DONOVAN
VAN MOM STRIKES AGAIN
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Everyone's familiar with
Frank Capra’s classic, “It's
a Wonderful Life,” the
scene where George Bailey
strides up his stairs and
the newel post knob plops
off the second he touches
it. George pauses, resists
hurling it. i

Well, most every house-
hold has a newel post knob
or two, those trouble items

that never quite work right.

Typing, for example, on
my laptop, the T key won't
capitalize properly. I must
press, hold, and chant to
the silicon gods before it
kicks in.

Our kitchen telephone
and cord are temperamen-
tal, too. If the cord is pulled
a certain way, bammo, dis-
connection.

With our luck, the once-
in-a-lifetime call would
happen. “You've won
$2 million. Here's all you
need to..."

Click.

My husband untangles
the long cord, grunts. “I'm
the only one who ever does
this.”

Uh-oh. His tone on the
kids’ Doppler indicates a
potential F-5 grouch storm,

so they scramble, take
cover, which leaves me and
the dog to bear the Potter-
inspired lecture. The dog
eliminates himself as a
suspect, barks he never
uses the phone, flashes his
new iPaw.

“We could buy a new
one,” I suggest.

My husband looks at me.
So help me, if he pulls out
tin cans and string,

“This phone is fine,” he
insists.

“It’s old.”

“What, four or five years?”

“Alexander Graham Bell
used it to summon Watson.”

So we endure the thing
that half-works. A lot of
folks do, due to this Great
Recession.

Downstairs, we've
replaced two dryers and

re-routed the duct, but
darned if that electric dryer
doesn't take an epoch to
dry three towels. I have a
hideous feeling all that
lint's escaping somewhere.

I imagine a future discus-
sion among medical profes-
sionals.

“Most confounding thing,
this x-ray of Van Mom. This
substance throughout her
lung tissue. Dr. Oz, what do
you make of it?”

“Trans fats? Something
hydrogenated?”

“No, docs,” I explain. “It's
dryer lint. Qur duct never
has worked properly.”

“Hmm."” One doctor
frowns. “What’s this myste-
rious ailment called?”

“Newel post knob syn-
drome,” I say.

Comment: pioneerlocal.com
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Are schools r

RANDY BLASER
AN NS LR R |
‘What should schools be
teaching students and how
do we know whether schools

succeed at teaching it?

Those are key questions
about education.

The state has standards
as to what schools should
be teaching; you can find
them on the state’s Board
of Education website.

And the state conducts
annual testing to measure
how well schools teach the
standards. That's the
annual report card that
was recently released for
all schools.

After it is released, you'll
hear of schools touting how
they surpassed the stan-
dards, or explaining why
they failed to have the

[t R

required number of stu-
dents meet the standards.

But can’t there be a
simple system that tells
you how well schools do at
teaching what is essential?

How about the ACT test?

Students take this test in
high school, and the scores
determine not only where a
high school graduate will
go to college but also
whether a student will go
to college.

Should that be a quick and
easy method to determine
how successful a school is at
teaching what's necessary?

If that's the case, I'm not
so sure schools are doing
that great of a job.

Why?

Because I get regular e-
mails from my school advis-
ing me to enroll my student
in special classes regarding
the ACT. These classes are
taught by outside compa-
nies, not the school, and
they charge a fee.

In other words, the
school admits that it may
have not prepared students
to take the most important

eally preparing students?

exam of their lives, the test
that determines if they can
go to college and if so,
where, so I better pay
someone else to help them.

Shouldn’t the schools
have prepared them prop-
erly for this test?

A friend recently told me
he spent thousands of
dollars for private tutoring
for his student to raise his
ACT score. It helped, he
told me, because his
student had a low score ini-
tially on the test, a score
that would have sent him
to a community college.
After the tutoring, he got a
score that helped him get
into a major state school.

Am1 the only person

- wondering why after 12

years of school, my friend
has to spend thousands of
dollars for his student to get
the education he needs to
move on from high school?
Doesn't that tell us more
about education in Illinois
than the mountains of data
they release in the so-
called report card?
Comment: pioneerlocal.com

Moving on
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My ears bleed. My eyes
burn. My head throbs.
That — metaphorically
speaking — is how I feel
after the beating I've taken
from political commerecials.
For the last several
months I have been
slapped, punched, kicked
and gouged by these nasty
TV machine gun bursts
that denounce men and
women running for high
and significant political
office as crooks, hypocrites,
incompetents, traitors,
liars, tax cheats, frauds,
totalitarians of the left,
totalitarians of the right,
and just plain bad people.
The object of TV political
advertising is to smear. It

after hideous campaigns

must work. Otherwise,
political candidates and
their supporters wouldn't
spend millions of dollars on
these commercials.

And TV news is no anti-
dote for TV commercials.
TV practices what I call
game-based journalism. TV
news treats politics as a
contest, a game. You seldom
see stories about issues,
solutions and implications.

We also have to take a lot
of the blame for the sham-
bles of American politics.

As Casstus says of Julius
Caesar, “I know he would not
be a wolf, But that he sees
the Romans are but sheep.”

We let the candidates
spew forth these character-
assassination noncam-
paigns. We don't set the
bar very high for political
candidates.

Now here is where I insert
a commercial of my own for
journalism in general and
newspapers in particular.
Real journalism is done by
people trained in gathering
facts and evidence, and

who have a commitment to
fairness and informing the
public. It is from journalists
that the public can learn
about the issues and where
each candidate stands.
Journalism is necessary
to the functioning of
democracy. That's why the
Founding Fathers put the
press into the Constitution.
It's good to remember this
in the wake of this year's
hideous political campaigns.
It's good to remember
this in an era when so many
are welcoming the decline
in newspaper readership
without yet having any-
thing else to replace news-
papers' necessary function.
When I look through the
smoking ruin of this year’s
campaign, the one bright
spot I see is how newspa-
pers have presented the
issues and where the candi-
dates stand on those issues.
We read, become
informed and elect the
better candidates. That's
how it is supposed to work.
Comment: pioneerlocal.com

YOU SAY

Escaping the ordinary
1s allure of Halloween

‘Why, we wonder, has Hal-
loween become second only
to Christmas in modern
America's decorations and
fascinations?

Is it possible — like
Christmas — Halloween
whooshes us into the enig-
matic realm of the
unlikely? Of the deliciously
impossible? Is it that it
pulls and tugs us out of our
everyday comfort zone,
compelling a confrontation
with things that don't quite
compute? In other words,
is it possible that this
neatly rational century of
ours occasionally enjoys
giving way to witches,
spirits, skeletons, vampires
and all things not of this
world?

When kids get this way,
it's written off as, well, as
kiddish. However, adults in

increasing numbers are
getting into the act. Masks,
costumes, frights and
parties are'no longer just
for the kids. I mean, why
should they have all the fun
pretending to be some-
thing they're not? A privi-
lege lost with maturity, now
fondly re-wished for. Espe-
cially when this maturity of
ours has ball-and-chained
us to such excruciating
adult confusions and con-
sternations.

What can be so wrong
with a little October escape
from them?

It’s not likely the escape
will be all that successful.
But even prisoners
welcome their daily walk
under the sun. In the case
of Halloween, it's not the
sun so much as the moon.
Halloween traditionally is

played out in the night, and
among all things nightly.
Time enough to wake up
again to the confusions and
consternations awaiting us.
In the meantime, take a

closer look at those moms
and dads escorting their
costumed kids to your )
front door. Is that a wisp of
envy you see in their eyes?

I know you'll find it in
mine.
Jack Spatafora
Park Ridge

Violent video games
do not beget violence
As a fun pastime, video
games have entertained us

since their inception.
Yet, some fear their
power to influence young,
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"~ RUSH DERMATOLOGY

in Skokie

tady C. Dy, MD

Sheetal Mehta, MD

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT,
PLEASE CALL (847) 568-9911.
4711 West Golf Rd., Suite 711, Skokie, Ili.

Hours by appointment.
Conveniently located near Old Orchard Shopping Mall.

Most insurance plans accepted.

Brian K. Bonish, M.D., Ph.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Jessie S. Cheung, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Lady C. Dy, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Sheetal Mehta, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Treatment of skin,
hair and nail diseases

skin cancer treatment

Cosmetic services

Rush Dermatology
1725 W. Harrison St.

(312) 942-2195

Additional appointment locations for Rush Dermatology

Rush Dermatology
6319 S. Fairview Ave.

Suite 264 Suite 102 Suite 390