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Dr. Robert Levy 
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Denver, 2, Colo. 

Dear Dr . Levy-: 

1001 IU YSTON'I STA Tf I UIlOING ' 1221 AleN srlffT 

, " ILADI L, HI A 7, 'A . 

Dec8iI1ber 28, 1943 

Not the least of the grave decisions wbioh we, as Jews. 
must make is the oharacter at our lives for the post-war 
world and the wars in whioh we can best alleviate the 
distr ess of our fellow lews in Europe • 

It is now obvious that the recent. Amerioan J ewish Confer­
ence did not speak for all of American Israel on these 
problems, A number of organizations did not vote on the 
Palestine Resolution and the American Jewish Comadttee 
withdrew trom the Conference. !hat American lewish Confer­
ence centered Palestine and subordinated other lewish 
problems to the political structure of Palestine. 

To save the Jews of the world; to sstablish equal rights 
tor lews everywherei to save Palestine as a place ot 
r etuge and cultural contribution, it is imperative that 
American Israel organize to effectively say to the world 
that we are a religious community; that we ask only equal 
rights everywhere and no special rights in Palestine, or 
elsewhere. as the American Jewisb Conference demanded . 

I am enclosing a copy of the Council's Information Bulletin 
together with a copy of our Statement of Principles. I 
hope you will read these oarefully and notice particularly 
that we believe In the fullest, possible support and 
utilization of Palestine and that we believe that tte 
best interests or 1ews both in Palestine and elsewhere 
in the world can be served only in the establishment of 
a democratic government wbieb .ill recognize t he rights 
of all at Palestine's inhab1tants • 

If you agree with our progr~, I bope you will sign and 
return the enclosed membership card. 

EB:SG 
IlNCL. 

4£;:5 
Rabbi Elmer 

THE AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INC. 
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.ilaar ::&r . Levy: 

1001 .EYSTOH! SlATllUllDIHG ' 1S21 "ll e H SflUIl 

PHItA OfL'HIA 7, ,Ii. . 
January 24 , 1944 

You GU protest against the discriminatory portions 
of the .Brl "ish -/bits ~eper wi thout subscribing to Jewish 
nadonalism 8l1d thus increasing the tensions between two 
national13ms oontending tor Relestine . 

tDclosed is th~ otlicial stateaent of the American 
\}ouncl1 tor JUdaism on the _clxlnald :rllite .raper of 1939. 
-B1 1 ur you to read this 3tatement carefully? 

,i'leas9 notice thet it askS no s!"9ciel rlgb.ts for Jews 
and. aak.s DO more for Jews in rslestine ~aa.n for any place 
in t1l9 world. Not r" iosuesting speoial rights tor Jews e.ny­
w!lera , the 00unoil Is not in a po ition of oountanancing in­
ferior rights anywhere . 

Sotice tOO that this stacamat seau ebrog8tion of tM 
,J1!ta :eper' s d1:ocrimi natory 3eo~ions upon the b r oed. basis 
ot universal , clen:.ooretic principles. l,otio6 too t.a.at it re­
tains the modern world. ' s oonception of the Jew as a Itember 
of 8 rSlisP0us co~ity and rejects the concept of the Jew 
aa 8 me~ber of 8 segresated , ~olitiC8l~tioDBl . 

,'e believe this is e dignified. protest that will have 
more etfect than 6 political ~rotest based upon narrow. 
1:I8Pll"8tist . Jewish political Cla1mlS. "Not by pee r and not 
by might but by...y spirt t , eei tn the J.ord." . 

If you find. that this 8t8ta~nt reflects your own 
s-antiments; if you wI so to pertiolpete in cont6!!porery Jewish 
ll1'a uJ?OD. the be.~ili of a noo-ne.tiol18.listic program ; if yw 
wlab. .:rews to hove aooa~s ti) rale3cine and be ieve the intrusion 
of separate, Jewi~ state lam is a deterrent in the efrecti~ 
use of .t'alescine 6S a refuge , we will welcOllS your I!Smberhiy 
in the ~erlcan Council for JudBis~ , lnc . 

Very truly yours , 
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Rev. Herbert Friedman 
1595 pearl street 
Denver (5) Colorado 

Dear Rabbi Friedman; 

,_ c "O't",O''''.CIOo 
._ C "01'''OIl''.UO,~'' 

ROTHGERBER ;!i; APPEL 
630 STMII::~ eUILDING 

D.I!:N VI!: R COLORACO 

August 15, 1944 

Now that tbe soreness which resulted from tbe verbal 
castigation which I received at yesterday 's luncheon has be­
come healed, it may be of some advantage to you to know the 
reaction of myself and some of my friends to the affair. This 
will ease my mind and it may furnish some food for thought for 
yoursel.f . 

First, let me say t hat I was invited to attend this 
luncheon by Miss Duniewitz, who said that you would preside and 
that your friend from Omaha would address the meeting on behalf of 
"Unity of the Jews' and t hat it was desired to have as many as 
possible present as a compliment, both to you and to him. That 
was all that I --and I s peak for a number of my friends--knew of 
the purpose of the meeting. I went tbere because I desired to pay 
my respect to you and to Temple Emanuel, which you represent. I 
am a very unimportant, and hitherto silent, member of the American 
Council. Had I been told the true purpose of the meeting, I prob­
ably should not have gone . I feel therefore t hat the procedure 
adopted was highly deceptive and unworthy of you. This type of 
acti on has not been typical in the past of Temple Emanuel, and I 
hope it does not have your approval . 

My membership in tbe Council is due, not as suggested by 
your friend Irom omaha, to cbance nor to ignorance. I fully and 
conscientiously approve of the stated objects of the Council. I 
had hoped that perhaps your friend would address us logically and 
give us some arguments as t o vmy we were wrong . As a matter of 
f act, he avoided the true issues invol ved, vIDlch, in my mind, are 
political. He did not try to answer any arguments; in fact, he 
employed only one argument , a very old argument--ad hominem. He 
appealed on behalf of the starvin g women and children and helpless 
old men as tbough none but his own followers had any sympathy or 
intent to help our needy brethren . That t ype of argument , of course, 
placed him immediately on t he level of any political speaker, and 
to a group of supposedly intelligant people, it VIas most unkind. 
He avoided all mention of the pol itical impl i cations involved, of 
tbe futility and dangers which might ensue to our people, and merely 
4SSumed that his method was t he one and only method of accomplishing 
an object which is common to all of us. This was so interlarded 
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with vilification and abuse, and so characteristic of certain groups, 
and so distasteful to me that I felt t hat I should have the priv­
ilege of registering my protest. 

Now, as a result of the meeting, I am more than ever 
impressed with the fact that there is a distinct need for the 
COUDCi1, and for a group who can represent a very considerable por­
tion of American Jews who are no longer consenting to be shouted 
down or misled into what they believe is a very unwise activity. 

Your personal feelings and my own are not involved. 
I think you will concede, as I do, that each of us is fully en­
titled to his own opinion, but the method employed yesterday is 
unworthy of you and of the institution which you spiritually rep­
resent. I can assure you that many of the "large and enthusiastic" 
audience, gathered at least in part by subterfuge, agree with all 
I have said here, and feel t hat the meeting tended toward dis­
unity rather than unity. 

WMA:Bll 

V~ly~rs/70 L,O 
;;;r/~. APPEL u-rr,y-
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Mr . Leon Grauman, 
789 lIilwaukee, 
Denver, Colo. 

Dear Friend : 

February 19, 1945 

CCI.'''' LII:V, ... eN 

.. ... CK ... .<t,ZV' 

RUTH W'''IIDAIID'l:N 

HDw .... o Lac • 

" .. altA "'ATZ 

..oIlIlO"'1: ........ "000 
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For a great many years now many of us have felt that 
Reform Judaism has been derelict in its duties to the concept 
0:' the Jew as an indivtdual, dif!'erent in no other regard 
than his religion from the people who constitute the majority 
population o.f the environment in which he lives. 

This is an American idea, based upon a society that re­
gards the individual me.n as the basis of its own way o:f li:fe. 
For this principle we E~re fighting a war . Our prayers are 
that the peace will ext.end the principle to other places in 
the world. 

To us, it is incredible that in the face of such hopes , 
that branch of Judaism which might have led the world in such 
thinking is now paralY..i:ed and stultified by a process of ap­
peasing the group of J"E}WS who demand rights t'or Jews upon the 
basis of common group int.erests, such as nationhood and politics . 

The result of this patternless compromise bas produced 
a queer amalgam of Orthodoxy , Conservatism and Reform, in 
which the forward-looking pattern of Reform has suffered. 

This degeneration of Reform is witnessed to in the con­
stant attempts to introduce discarded ceremonial isms into the 
ritua.l; in the steady increase of .Jewish nationalistic thinking 
in our religious school materia.ls; in the employment by the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations of an avowed Yiddishist 
and Zionist as its Director of Educationj in the participation 
of the Union in the American Jewish Conferencej in the abdi ­
cation of leadership by the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis by declaring itfl "neutrality" on the issue of political 
Zionism; in the growing number of anti -Reform Rabbis being 
ordained by the Hebrew Union Collegej in the unhappy alliance 
of Hebrew Union CollegE~ alumni with alumni of the Jewish 
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Institute of Religion, which represents an avowedly different 
philosophy of Judaismj in the rapid increase of "token" Reform 
JeW's in Reform Congregations, men and women wbo make no secret 
of their disdain for Reform but who join Reform congregations 
for any number of reasons and then ~roceed to liquidate the 
principles ef Reform . 

We view with great alarm. these tendencies and others, 
in all parts of the nation. We have watched patiently for 
some indication that the trend would be halted . We see none 
forthcoming . 

Therefor.e , we believe that we have reached a period in 
history when , as at the beginnings of Reform , .eadership must 
be taken by l aymen who have no ve~ted interests in official 
Jewish life ; who are sincere i~ the ir concern for Juda i sm and 
the future of men and women who are J ews. 

We believe that as bet ween these two yhilosophies -­
that of Jews being regarded as free t individual men and Jews 
being considered a special group whiCh must a sk for special 
privileges and treatment , there i s no compromise possibl e . 

We have join'ed therefore , with those me'n and wo:men i n 
Houston, Texas and in Lincoln, Nebraska who have with such 
eourage and devotion begun what we believe to be a historic 
movement in American Jewry . 

We hopefully a.nnounce the formation of the American 
Reform Jewish Congreg'ation , dedicated to the principles which 
we have had ~repared and enclose for you to read . 

This is , to our best knowledge , the third congregation 
in this layman's movement . We have just begun. We hope others 
will follow as we have followed those who pioneered before us . 

In any event , we are grateful for your attention and 
would appreciate hearing from you with any observations you 
may care to offer. 

Very sincerel y, 

AllERICAN REFORM J~SH CONGREGATION 

~ I.I7'J'~/ 'A"oA 
" v "' 

Pres i dent 
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by ibbbl IIy;r-'\n Judnh SChllOl"~te 1 

TII& ISSUES IN THE UJ/Il'ED JEiI!SH APPEAL DRIVE F(II 1947 

Almoat everyone in the United Stntas to!1ay is aWlU"B that the world 

81tu~tlon in so tar n& pence, pelitionl nnd eoonomic ra~'\bilit'\tion 1s concerned 

1a in 0. oritica.l stage. Conditions ever]Whcre sineethe wa r ended in AUg'.:.sf; 

1945 tU"e , to use medioa.l terms, pa.tholoC10 and nnem1o . It is, therefore; mOlt 

sU~frising that Amerioan Je~ should be astonished to learn t~t the Coal o~ the 

Uo J. A. for 1947 in the Unitod Stetes Is $110,000.000.00. It is true thut la!~ 

yea.r the leaders of the drive told us tbAt this WlS 11 "give on 0. one-time bash", 

b',J'f: ttms8 men were expeoting, Ill!' nIl ot us were, th!.a.t recovery nnd 1J!lproveoont 

wa':',l,d be very ro.pid. EnD here in the United Stntea "JiII8 die! not foresee thnt thoro 

wou,d be 80 mnny strikes and other foms of 80010.1 uphS:l.vnl 'VIhioh 'WOlld hinder pro-

gress in this trea nDd rich country. 

The grita bots 'l.re not ot DlliyODllls ohousing. '!'he r ea.llty is ugly,,­

so!'did a".l¥l cruEtl. InIteQ.d ot improvement there has 'beop dllflh Instead ot the 

f1rmJ sure progres. ~ 1*0.08 and good. will thtlre Mil been n cleteriorntion within 

the w'or"oursed oountries, '\. well as in into"" ttoml ral ... tlonshlps. '!'he *170 

million we o.re naked to nbe of' .:hioh Huusto:l i~ to countdbute a round a. million, 

Is 0. min1r.um. neceasity. Aotua.lly,:t1.ve nd ten tir.l...:s ~s much ouuld be used. Not 

ona ot us, therefore, ought to Indul9! too lcmg in exproasiona ot shook and sur .. 

prlS8 but permit our renson nnd (JIlr kmwled&e to preYO.ll nnd ro'\lhe tlnt n 

grmling and terrible need h lm.ll1ng thrOUtih t.n endllHII! nir,ht of' despair. HlIl'ln 

baings like OUrl'lflJyeS, t!trough no f?ult of their own, youllb and old, l1ke the - -----ohi.ldren of Israel in Egypt, groan nnd ye'l.rn for redl::.nptlon. 
~ 

Now whnt of those lilo wnuld withholD puppert nt U. J. A. on pol1tlotil 

grou.nds 1 This impreuea me us being unrellUatic.. Cortalnly there is no one who 

nj"otl mol"8 than 1 do the philoso,p% a.nd the progrrun of political Zionism. :io 

one oan regret more tha.n I do tre..t rut of the t'unds 'which are contributed sate 

. 

one con!'ronts the heusl ot the U. J. A. of 1947 <mEr o~n 0::11y CtrID tn nn Ilttlrma­

dachion and when nsked to Give must D.nat!Brur.equlvooa.ilyr.nd willingly .~ 
;:::::: -

Who.t nre these issues thr.t perGU.'\de !l8 so conoluei'll'Oly th-'4t .. aust 

meet the gUQ-l of the '0, J. A.? First uf all, there :ls burope itself. EQrope hal 

gone fran bo.d to WUrl9 since victory over li1tl(lr. t'C)st1lnt; Europn is nQ'W Finster 

E~ The tortre811 is broken but dnrkn£ss is there;; for 0.11 light was shnttered. 

1he evil seed of liuzlam. still is present end there MS been little chnnge or henri. 

HeM' could it be otherwise with eare thnn n dec ... de of Hitler? Tilth '111 

-
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the evil thtl.t wnr lets 10088 whnt e1s8 should there be but dc.rkness in Europe? A 

te" dnys o.go in New York I found myself seo.ted in D. restnurnnt naxt to 0. Ranon 

Cfl:~hol1o priest. l1e introduoed ourselvos to one t1.T.other and he told me that eight 

years ago he fled fran. his hirthpl.o.ce, Cologne, Gerrr:nny, beoause of his anti-No.d 

writings Md finally come to th!s country wt.ere he is carrying on his consecl'1l.";ed 

work in a. smnll camnunlty south of St. Louis . He reoently rovisited his hanl'l o.nd 

frCll1 the letters he receives fran there h tely he told t',8 so.dly th!lt dospite the 

violenoe and the suffering, nnd the hurror, the people are the s~e--the same 

p.:r::.."-j;:ud;:l",c,,.,"~, the same grea,!! the 8QJr.S so::'fishnesg", At first I YnS token noo.ck for 

we enn understand why people in keric'l might not M"I."8 ler...rned n lesson fran. the 

wnr; but haw crul it be possible there in the hS!lrt of the oonfliot? But we talked 

it through nnd 'W8 both ngreed tlnt the fruit of wnr is never sweet but Oohnys 

bitter. Only Hitler and l.~ssolini t;loried in the produots ot wo.r . Wa in the hou.se 

of God have o.iwn.ys known tk".t the sword brir..gs evil into the world--thut tho 

Cc.esnrs are the ourse of civilito.tion. 

Moreover , in Poland nnti- SOMDtio excesses ~V8 broken out . Thus 

thausa!lda of our eoroliglonista pour into the iUnorie!l::. tone of Germtln ocoupation and 

now over 200 thousand Jews are in coneentmtion C'UIlps . I heard Earl Harrison, tho 

tormer United States Camniss1or.er of ~.i"'r:ltion, (you "till rer:terw.ber his report to 

the President last year) spook in Phih.delphi.:::. last .or. He s'dd to us. f1J plended 

t~n th ... t theSA conoentration c:uups must be emptiod. thc.t these people who nnw 

been tortured by the lIn!.i, must be freed ... !low. 19 mO!ltho r.!l.W ~ssed and they still 

languish . Ihohau is still a ooncentnt1gn cwtp even though it :10 lon;;er htts tho. 

ghnstly po.ra.phern:ll1a used by the Unz.1s . It is an intolernble state of livin~ for 

these o.bused vict1l'l.s of Germny. They u.ust be brO'lght forth" . 

Consider the plight of the children nnd. it is enough to mnke the hll" rt 

brenk with sorrow. Perhaps we onn mo.ke our5el78s &ccept the tact th!.t o.d.ult8 sui"i"er. 

They have lived u. good purtion of their"" lives. they c.re better prepnred to reeet the 

problems) but little children, innocents . young ones. to their suffering we cannot 

ever be reoonciled . l!is s IJcCorm1ck of the New York rimes reports thAt 0.11 young 

people of Europe wnnt to get out . There is the yeo.rning to find D. new worldJ 11 

new lo.nd SanBwhere else . Haw much the nora then is this the mad IIf those at our 

f!Lith who still o.re olosed up in c!Ullps. who nre displAced peoplE living nat I)nly 

lives of tribulntion but hnooted by the r'lust terrible monrur1es . To be sure. we 

must believe in 0. future fo r Eurtlpe . Certo.1nly sane day u better Europe will rhe 

and in it 1'18 will find. the people Qf our i'o.ith together with their nei&hbor s , living 

in pence . But nw o.nd for 0. long time to CQ'lS there is tho thick d.'\rkness before 

tho.t dnwn. Now it 1s only 0. Europe with (l bluody. horr ib16 pc.st . 



I 
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• fuga three 

Tho second issue thnt v.'e must confr-ont ,,",.an we think or the work 

of the U. J . A. is Palestine . Granted t~t P~lestinD today 1s an nr.med camp in 

which the terrorists, the extremists on both sides tc..re do.ily adding bloodshed a.nd -
violence to Q situntion which grows constQntly worse . As ODe who o~PQseS Jewis~ 

nntional1sm I r"Tvently work nne pr:l)' for the day when this violenoe sha.ll cense =:"", 

and a free Palestir.a emarge . Of course, it is true thn.t the Jewish agency is the 

mouthpiece of politic~l Zionism. It nlso presun2s to speak fur dll the Jews of the 

world. Yet the fnet remains, as muoh. 0.6 ,:~ would wish it otherwise, tha.t it is the 

spukeSlT!1lD fUr Palestine Jewry : .. nd h.)'.v ever wr .. mg is its present direction, it is 

noT'S the less essentiaL !'here :1l\.i.st be u. defen.se !lfjElncy for JeW'S in P~lestine .. The 

Mo~lem world a.round them is h08t~le. !hare is ~tive .~ub opp05i~ion. It is n life 

constantly in £longer as new grc!1"ps 1:0 out ttl settle new villll~es . TJ:are are Arab 

leQ.MTs who oooperated with the Na.z.is du.r.ing the )\'!'It..! ':Fliers is -ItO esoc.ping the 

necessity tor the need of !In ur;Q}-> mt;illf: ill i!&.hls"'iJ::o for defense!:;, Even here in 

th& United stQtes we spend six million ~d mnre d~11Qr8 for the A. D. L. J for . 
defense against anti-Semitism. Even hera in this rrae l~nd we must be on the 

joint , 
alert 

ngn.i.D.st those un-.:bnerioan forces tl:z.t now ".re rising . Rev . Gerald K. Smith 1ms 

I)pened up his heQdquo:rters in Ft . 1iorth, Tams and last night spuke to tnousnnds 

in one of the ohurohes t"If that ormununi ty-.. If Vo'El need defense hera~ how much the - '. 

more do the~~ neod do1'ense. Palestine must hnvs I!U-'U"dinuhip .for its present: S!lfety 

fl!!9 for its future. .~much, then, as we deplore the terrorists o.nd the wild laok 

or restraint . let us not for~t +'h~t 1+. is thp p)ane ymere so ronny of the refUgees -
wish to go and where they ere wanted. ite dr~re nat withhold our support of life in ---
Pc.l.!uiine .last we dash the cup of promtse frQro th(J lips of those whn yea.rn to go . 

th&re. 'i(e have other c.gawies in which to work to offset the extreme politics of 

Zionism. We in America. must work this thinS out for uurselves but it strikes me t'S 

Dl"ing another f'orm of extremism to re:'\ise to support the U. J . A. becc.use fl portion 

of the fund5 gil to the political propngnndQ of thG Zionists . rce fllct l\nd the truth 

is th::tt the lnrgest pllrt of those funds gil for the oonstruotive life. of Jews in 

, 

Pnlesti'nS. These people must- be housed \'/hen they arrive thsre, they must be .fed, they 

must be hslpsd along . We Oa.MQt afrore. to let Pc-lestine beoame a misernble fa.ilure, 
> 

a bllnkruptcy of humnn redemption. "(13 4?:annot bring. pGu,pl.e out of the ice-house of 

E~rope and nbnndon them in the clluldron~~ ~,lestine. "flht.t kind fir brotherly love - -------., 
w(}~_ld it be if we removed peopl!..!rl.l!l. ";;he house of bondage Dond then fnrsook them:... 

cast them away tu die in 11 wilderness . 
---~~--------~~ 

Adequute fUnds in the U. J. A mean manna 

fran heaven to the strioken new o. rriw.ls in Palestine . The dny is yet crmting whe, 

Palestine Jewry shall, together with the other i~bi~ntsJ be strong and independent 
--.I 

and :mo.ke supreme oontributions ttl the welf'c.re of rn.ankindJ even as new Pnlestine MS 

already done within the sho~t span of its modern existenoe . 

'>. 



· , .. Pugs fnur 

The third issue in this on1'lpa.ign 18 the United 5to.tes itself . lie nro 

the riohest crzanunity of Jewry in the w.,rld., blossed with every o.dvnJIta.ge . roe 

l( 
rnised ~llion dollo.rs lAst year :md it hurdl)" caused nny r4 ua nny speoial 

anorlr1ce . Arid remenber, it v.us the biggest OI)llootion f)t funds ever . It WiG 11 

nne - t1r.!.e big gift dri,.-e Ilnd still 'W8 did n.lt gil without D. Mo.l tinT ~ we wit.H.d . 

~.e did ...rell l:1st yen!" and tho years bettJl"G nod _ enn !1nd oust do, better th.'.s 

yenr . Just as the world expeots snlvuti.m frtn. . .:..merioa. a.nd here h .... s estab:.o.shld 

the site uf the United Nutinns J even 811 is it expected of iunerlotln Jewry tn br-ing 

ao.lwtion. "i/he oan refuse to und:erst~.nd h.M" the dlsplrlced Jews uf Europe reprd 

us hare us tnelr redeemers? ijhere elso sh~.ll thoy t".lrn if not to Americnn Israel? 

~lQS, we keenly nnd deeply recret the political entls paw t~t ~s 

been '/'!'lildo out nf politioo.l Zionism in the United States. Eaw d; ... ngorous is the eon-

oept of the Jewish vote whioh the Zionists hnve freely used in their thrust for 

power. But ther e is ~ ~y to meet this ~nd it must be mat within ourselves and 

through (.ootion which is democrr.tic . :::t ourtc.inly 1s on tlrgument tor withholding 

our ollntributions to the U. J . A. l1~g us it is fl)r politic!!.l Zionism to do as 
J 

\ it does .. tlnd ns much 0.15 we J:lust striw ttl withs'blod end reject it, the struggle wt+h 

politioal Zioni~ here is n luxury o~~nrod with the desperate fight tor life thAt 
--<' -goes (In Ilbroo..d . 

Let me direot yrtUr nttentinn ttl the fnurth issue in the U. J • .b. . 

drive--it is the wl)rld . The U. J . 4 . supports our cureligionists wherever they 

go, even o.s it helps the Jews ...mn cnn re!l'\l..<.ln in Eur·1pe. lIhether it be_ ;"'sin , 

S -JUth Amarioo. , South .ktrien, North klerloo. r..t lllrge or right here 1n lIur own ooun--
try, it is the manGy 11M personnel ,,£ U. J. J... . whlol". brings 8'11vction to fellow-

Jews who would otherwise be lust nod perish • 

.n.nd finally there is the h"Ur.'.:A.rlt'· .. ri".n issue. The wf)rld needs us to 

0.0 '111 thnt we onn til survive . Tie Mve t..l .... ys a.ris8n by our mr.I. strength nfte,.. 

every whirlwind . The religiuus c~ty uf Isr.-..el hc.s ever deoided .... 1) l i ve o..nd 

• 

not tu die . Ylben the cry f.)r lite Ol1n8S tu us frnm I'.br uo.d tho . .A.OUlld Coif tlhe OIl is--' 

---------------------------nut A!onist or anti- Zionist , Orthodox, Cun8erV'~tive or Reform. It is the cry uf -
CL fellow hUJ:llln baiDi. CL reli~uus brnthcr o.rfl1cted by the curso Ilf maD.' s in­

humc..nity to ~n. It is the cry or too Most tumo:r:ted viotim nf 1l. Hitle r ism whioh 

has plunged 0.11 peuple intn the abyss t)f s.,rrl1W and suffering . 

I co.n never t.)rget the poigmLnt story told of 0. little boy housed in 

one of the J . D. C. institutions in Fr:lnce . He lIUS the sole survivor nf a l!l r ge 

fnmly. Every effort t.) make the child laugh liT pIny we futile . There seemed no 

wny tu r8CLoh tho heart ot this ohild. ODe d~y after 0. snowfnll he wrotc a little 

poatn which r evealed his suul ' 8 anguish. This is whnt he WJ"nte: 



Page five 

"The SIlU'oV is beauti1'U1 t"al11ng trlXl, the sky. 
The trees o.re there y.iting to reoeive the snuw. 
The snow res tl pInes to go 
"But wharf) is there 0. p~oe fur rea ff, 

"13 must unswer the plOll vi' this ohild. 1Ie must SAy t() him, "Yes ohild, there is 

a. pla.oe for YI)'U . It is in nur heurts. It is in overy l~ where Freadan dwells. 

Vie onoe stoud nt SiMi tngethar . We ere united in fnith a.nd thB high destiny to :=0 __ 

witness tu God thruugbout the "wrld . Americ~n Jewry will not !'nil yeN. Toe c.re 

strong, w hnva baen blessed with riches, 'We rlre tree e_ 

The U. J . A. is ,.)0 the rw .. rch! And we ::hnll work Elnd we sOO11 give ! 

And -we slulU not rest until you, with -0.11 the mAer ohildren in the world cn.n 14Ugh 

Q.~in, CAn be ha.ppy, oQ.n be loved, cQ.n be freel" 



... . - . 
LOUIS E . LII!:VINTHAL 

eoe CITY H .......... 
P"'IL.AO~L~HIA. 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman, 
Temple Emanuel, 
1595 Pearl Street, 
Denver, Colorado. 

Dear Herb: 

June 4, 1947. 

It waa a joy to have you with us 

for dinner the other night. We are both look-

ing forward to meeting your wife as well. 

The enclosed clipping from the Jewish 

Exponent should be answered. It re1'ers to 

Lessing Rosenwaldts speecb be1'ore the American 

Council for Judaism in Philadelphia about the 

displaced persons. I wish you could find the 

time to write me what you think about Rosenwaldts 

statement. 

With kind personal regards from Mrs. 

Levinthal and myself, 

corc{a)_lY tur"IJ 
~ (' j.;..-. .-:tiJj 



By Agency Men, 
Rosenwald Claims 
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OfFICERS 

SIIfON SAKOWITZ. PUllOUT 
III. H. DANNENBAUII. In YIU·'"P. 
IRYIN II. SHLENKER. 2110 Yln·Pus. 
ALlERT A, KAUFMAN. SlUIiTAIIY 
Ell IIIARKS. TIEAUIIU 

ADYISORY COUNCI L 

LEOPOLD L. NEYER. CMAI .... 
IKE L. FREED 
N. D. NAIIAN 
TOBIAS SAKOWITZ 

HTIIAN JUDAH SCHACHTEL. SUlo. ...... 1 
DR. HENRT BARHSTOH. R .... I [III'TU 

C. III . WUNDERIIAH. EUI:UTIYI Sll:tIlITU' 

ctonpJte!lalion ~etk ~/ 
OllGA,.I:;tI:O 1 .11 .. 

KEYSTONE 3·4470 KEYSTONE 3_4478 

Dear Friend: 

HOLMAN ANO LA BRANCH STREETS 

P. O. BOX 80315 

August 21, 1941 

In r esponse to a. r~quest by::r. Earr:J Goldstein, 
The U. J. A. Field Represc ntu.ti"'"J'e J I:lrl sending 
you the enclosed copy of hn uddreso on t !!e United 
Jewi.h J..pp<al. 

I hope that you \till r e a.d this address a.nd that 
you will agree with my conclusions. 

IDsjvw 

Yours faithfully, 

Hymllll Judah Schaohte l J Rabbi, 
Congre gation Be th Israol. 

TRUSTEES 

II • • • ASu."n: 

I. I.. UotMSTElII 

UOI1COII_ 

II . • • GOIOOII 

I. •. n ... uss 
$A. SUIUITI 
" ... u sus .... 
01. I.ILI LU 

SISTERHO-OD 
.II"'. n.J .... I ILOOIL 

BROTHERHOOD 
• • I. K.I1 ..... TI 



Rabbi Vonis 5. Lazaron, 
Baltimore Hebr .. Con~e~tion, 
7401 Park Beivhta AYaDue, 
Baltimore 8. Maryland. 

JoIy Dear Rabbi Lazaron: 

;ranuary )0, 1948 

One ot the ",,,,,,bers ot my connevetlon, 
Mr. ;rack A. "eil, baa recantly r .. turned trom the 
conterenc.. ot the Am .. rican Council tor ;rudaism at 
st. Louis. Mr. Weil has indicated to me that you 
are plannin .. a speak:ln .. tour ot tll1s ...... t .. rn territo'T 
durin!! the latter pert ot February and March, and 
that your it1nera'T would permit TOU to be in Denyer 
durill'! the period ot )!arch 10-15. It that be the 
case, I should like to invite you to oocuPY our 
pulpit at the friday evenin .. aervlces on March 12. 

As TOU can see tr ... the enoloBed tolder 
we Were plflnnfn. a .eriee or .ermona an ea. .. , iJYlng 
Reliclona", which wa. to have ended on IIareh S. 
However, the inter3aotlon ot a spacial brotherhood 
service on hlday evenlJur. J'ebru8>'T 20th, 'lIr111 
cause th.. entire series to be pushed torward one 
wesk, and theretore 'he tinal lecture on Obrt.t1an1tT 
would have tallen on the evenlu ot llarch 12th. 
I shall be pertectly lUU"eeeble, hoorever, to postpone 
that evan turther it r.arch 12th is the most avreeable 
date to you. 

I think you should know that I join with 
the _.lori ty ot tile men in the CCAR in revard to my 
convictions on Palestine. I have been a member ot 
the Zionist orvanlzation tor maoy years now. IIY 
cooll're.,ation knows ot my predilections. That does 
not mean, however, that you are to teel restrained 
In any manner Whatsoever. In oeoupylng the pulplt, 
you should teel perteotly tree to .. xpress your 
v1ews as you understand them. 

Hopln~ that you will be able to be with us 
in Denver, and lookin. ... torward to an aooept!I.Doe ot 
our Invltation, I am 

HAJ':EIf 
Ene. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbl Herbert A. friedman 



.x:n IfJlII'I'AII IIIWS 
!'ue"V. IIq 3. 191.9 

"C1O:1f'Wd.na ,Jude'- anIl Ziill:l.." .... ,.""'" u. .. ileJ:s ... last. D1aI>t at 

'I-'-e' \let, "1a mnben"nc the pb7aiaal &h.tto or the pre ........ 

Dr. Betg_, IIILU-.l _utift d1rect<a' or tbe _can CouncU tor JuIIa1-. 
apota at a --iDa ~ bT the 0""",,11' . Donor ... obapl.er. 

'l'b. c~. Dr. Bu .. ald, ftaDde t.r OM ba.s. pz1nd,'e - that N·i. , 
1a a ...:1ig1_ anIl that~. Aaer14aD t ol,. ...... ~ "'* alQ'tllical 

uttone"-t1c p"OIIIp ., 1 "l' 'e!eel., ..... . 
At the ... _'" 1U 1'!.at* 18 age' 'Z1M at .:& ' $ J •• 1Ib1cb ~. Ewgar 

CIbarpcl dMpi\e tIllII.r ..n III8Ii>ereb1p p. w • to opaak r ... th. ~ale bodT or 

"J_' iJl _riA. 
The c«mc1l .. IpS"... th. ta ..... tot.. or aD 1"",011 _. wpllC~ tor 

• 
• _ that x.r.al. bas 0_ 1nto ~ tb., hope lt 1d:U __ & l1btIrol., _ 

amu __ rather then the th- 1 '0 _1 .. thto' t .... it. 1& baoc.d!ng - but t.htu .,s1 .. that til., haft ......... laterea iJlite weltafto than they have !.D. sq. 

nllr or PalanIl. 



ZIONIST MOVE lWIING. 3AYS n.nSH LEADER 

Denver Post. ~ 3. 1949 (Tuesd~l 

An B!1d to the growth of the Zionist IIIOv"",ent ,",,9 predicted 
Tuesday by Dr. Elmer Berger. national e%8cutive director 
ot the ADlerican COuncil tor JudaiSJII. 

Dr. Berger is a apokelll/l8n far e group ot J8WIJ 'Idlo stBlld in 
opposition to 'Khat -they caH the religioua national1sm of 
ZioniSlll. They maintain that JudaisJIl 1s n 1"el1gion only. 
and that nationality ot Jews is that of the countries in 
Ylhiob they reside • . 
The appeal tor Zioni_. Dr. Berger declared hns been on an 
emotional beais. with special 8JIlRh8sia on the terrible plight 
ot displaoed persons. He predicted that a tull understanding 
ot the :oovement t'reed or such e:1Otional consi"-erations would 
I1m1t 1t. 

Dr. Berger said his grouR acoepts Israel into the family of 
nations. but "1t 1s just as foreign to us as to any other 
AmericBlls." He outlined the policy ot the councU on the 
new nation 8S follows: 

~embers at the oouncil accept no ri3bts in and no responsi­
bility to the state of Israel not accepted by other ADlericens 
at any other teith." 

His hope and the bope or other JeWS participating in the same 
program is that there can be a genuine integration amqng J ..... 
and Ohr18tian~. recognizing but emphasizing the community 
of interests as runerlcans. 

The "separatism" ..nioh they say 1s exemplified by the Zionist 
movement the council cond.:ons. 

Dr. Berger ..... 111 Denver to speak betore the local council in 
Temple '!lIIanuel !.!ondey night. 



t...s.t~a-.... 
JllLl .. , .. 

y/.t:~~ 

WI!tM So C-...... a.bW WJL.. H. R......n- FrM F. "-- RtoWtl 1m .. F. LkI-t 
U, pI+ T .. L PWled.tpWa, ,.. D.., T_ s.. FrMdM:.ol. c:.Rf. 

2I""Yk.~ 
H •• .., A. 1Mb H • .". S. Irot..,., 

New yon. N. Y. Y .......... ~ .. 

Mr. Loui. O. Isaaoson 
840 Detroit Street 
DenTer I Colorado 

Dear Mr. Isaaoson: 

May", 1949 

I_ 
D. H..,. s..r .. c ' 

JW&.deIpW.. P .. 

1 _ wr1ting yQ.l becauae yCll are a ~e.r of the Board of DIrectors or the 
ltnlC1l ot .u.rioan Hebra. Congregations. I oall. yQU' actenUCIl to, and ask 
yw. to &1'" • careful and 'Chcughtful reacl.1Jl& of, the encloeec1 m1DIeographed 
oopy of _ce.r1al t.rQII • recent publ.:1caS:ic:a ot the WJiC. 

l!la un4erl1ned .ords ahOt1l.d be ot ooa.81cJerable OQloem. to you. rheae 
expreaaicna are either Dlpllch ar explicit e).aboraticm8 of -.Ta.ish" na~1OD­
al1a, W identlt10aUm of ....aerlcan le .. , nat1C1laily, .1~ the 1dea ot 
a CCIDDDIl -na:t1c:aaJ.- hClD8l.and tor all .Te •• - • tEe .Te.lah peO;lr'. 

lhe 111.dcUcus charaoter ot' this serT10e 11es: espeoially in the tact that 1t 
is designed tor ah1l.d.ren, at an age when they han not yet daTelop&d. d.1scr1m­
inatina and a4ul.t kDowle4ge to accept or .rejeot such Oanoepte as thase prayers 
enoourage • 

.... t Us last amw.al cOIltel"8ACe, ju.at calcJ.uded in Chicago, the AmerlcBQ. Council 
tor JucSa1am resol Ted to daTots a part of 1 tie prograu. to ass 1st in the creation 
ot a JUda1_ "tr .. of '.Tewuh' natiCllali8JD. and streae1nB the uniTersa.l traditions 
ot our taith ••• • 

lhe tlniCl1 of' .uaerican Hebrew COIlgragaUCIle, hietorioally dedicated to en 
.-merioan JUde'm, should certainly guard. aga1l1.st l'eOClDlnd1ng a 3Udaia bound 
to • .Te.I.h· na~lonall~ 

I ainoerely hope that yw. .. 111. tek8 up the qu .. UCIl ot this saniee .ith the 
proper authoriU., of the U4J1C. It I -1 be of' any tu.rther serTice to )'OU. 

pleas. teel tree ;0 call upon me, rega.r41ese ot ycur at1:itude about the 
Counoil CIl other attars. I '(Jlld also be gratetu.l to ycu if' you would keep 
_ btamed ot aII3" aotioo ycu a,. ;ake CIl th1.8 partiau.lar probl_. 

Ver'1 sucerely ycurs, 

KB:lK 
ona 



(The following are excerpts from a Sabbath Morning Service 
projoct reported in "The Jewish Teacherl1 for Uaroh 1949, on 
pages 31-32. liThe Jewish Teacher" is an official publication 
of the Union of Anerioan Hebr~Congregations.) 

Sabbath Morning Service for October 30, 1948 
Written by the Ninth Grade of 
Temple Mizpah Religious School 

~ # 193 - We Thank Thee, Lord union llymnal 

R&ADER: We thank Thee, 0 Lord our God, for providing us with food and clothing, a. 

roof oven" our heads, and for this lowly temple in whioh we worship. We ask 

Thee to make us more tolerant of others , of their religion, a:od them of aura. 

Please help us to Jceep the peaQ8, and keep our newly-aoquired homeland in 

Israel. .Amen. 
(Ann Frankel) 

RESPONSIVE llEADING. 

The ti.Ine has come, and with ita pause for retle-etian of the years gone 

by and the years to com;" in the land so dear to all our hearts .. Palestine. 

Our people are now engaged in a. great battle to bring peace to the land 

of Palestine not only for Jews but for all peoples. 

Now more than ever we should think of Palestine not only as a homelaoi for the 

Je~ but, perhaps , some d~y, as a leader in the cultu-P6 of the world. 

Jews from every corner of the earth, from every walk of life, ana every 

trade and prof'ession, are nOl'I being drawn to ~le~~ by a compelling 

desire to make their religion more beautiful, so all people may under-

stand and appreciate it. 

Ability, knowledge, and genius , three of' the greatest gifts ever possessed by 

man, are oOllS-.tantly being developed and improved by all. 

Hoping and praying together as one pe opla may we achieve peaoe and 

unity for all psoples. 
(Sandra Roth and Audrey mumenthal) 



- 2 -

READER: We pray to Thao , 0 Lord our God, ror a homeland for our people~ 

A P~OQ uhi'Ph Jewish wanderers .fron all parts of the world may 

00.11. homo. Foe know that Thou .hast vtntohsd over us since the days 

of Abraho.m. Halp us now to fulfill this wish as Thou helped our 

fathers in ancient times. Yay Thy loving kindness never end Thy 

strength and wisdom always influenoe our hearts and minds. 

(Tobey Fae Saer) 

(All underlining ours). 
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Deoember Ui r 1949 

Doar Rabbi: 

One ot the purposes ot the American COUDcil tor judaism has always 
been to advanoe kno"ledge of and devotion to the universal princi­
ple. ot jud.e.1sm. 

It wa. to thie end that the Council appoeed jewish nationalism in 
the past and oontinues to oppose it toda;V, eapeo1a1.1y as it seeks 
to ensaJ.f Jews 1iving in the United Statea. 

At its last anneal conference, the Counoil authorized the appoint­
ment ot a Rel~lou8 and Synagogue Committee. Tbe undereigned, one 
a Rabbi and the other a .l.a7mao, :who bave dedicated much time and 
thousht to suoh a universal judaism, were appointed co-ohairmen. 

One ot the ,arv!oes tor which thie Coartlttae was organized 1s to 
make available to the Rabbtnate intormatlon which ls not easlly 
avaU&ble and which bears upon the oontemporary ohapter in the 
historic con1l1ct between ~veraallem and nationa11sm in Judaism. 

J'rom time to time, we plan to send 70U suoh 1n1'ormation trom 
authoritative sources . 

We hope ;Vou will tlnd it helptul and usefUl. wbatever TOur predi­
lections may be. 

American Jews, your oongregantB and oura, are oontused and eager 
to tind a way out of the cantueion. ben aa a partisan -- and we 
are all part1sans in this controvers;v -- ;you, as a leader, have a 
sorious responslblli tJ to present to your people &l.l of' the facts. 

It 1e in that spirit o~ providing ib1'onrat1on about a v1e~o1nt 
too 1ittle known and understood and sending TOU 1nto~t1on which 
rsar not reach ;vou until some projected plan becomes a au aooompli, 
that we hope to eend material to you from time to time. 

w. bope too that ;vou will read the material in that spirIt. It 
you ~1nd it usetul and teel inolined to Baf so, we'd be glad to 
bave TaU write us. But ;VOU don't bave to do 80. 

The ~iret of theeemailingswblehrou .. l11:tind enclosed is a oOPY 
of an address delivered b;V Elmer Berger at tbe last oonferenoe ot 
the American Council :tor judaiam. Here you mar tind an interpreta­
tion of the Councll's position that JD!.1' be new to you. 
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Again, may we repeat our hope that you. will reoeive s.nd read this 
material tor itself and for whatever information it may provide. 

We very muoh appreoiate lOur attention and will be ver,r interested 
in your reaotions to this work ot our Comi ttee and to this parti­
oUlar enolosure. 

VerJ sincsrelJ YOUTS, 
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D ..... IIabb1: 

We hope that Tou ban read our letter ot December l~, :194.9 
and itl enolosure. 

At 'that time we expl.a1ned that one ot the purpo"8 o~ our 
CoaBi ttee i8 to l118ke aft1lable to the Rabbinate 1n:formation 
"hich i. not eaa117 aft!laU. and 1Ih1ch beare upon tho 
.on~r&r7 chapter in the hi.tori. oonfii.t between =1-
Tereal..1_ aDd Dat1oDal.11!1D in 7w1&1ea. 

In that same spirit, hoP1l:ls to prOTide 1nt'oraation which 
lOU maT not ord.1Dar1l7 eee in orlc1Dal.. ~orm I we are send' ng 
TOU thi8 month a COPT ot an address dellTered to our San 
~o1SCO Chapter bT Morru Iamron. 

JIaf we again 8olioit Tour OorrrDent on this material; either 
Blmer Berger's addres8 sent TOU last month or thie pr8sent 
enolosurea 

With thallke ~or your attention and hoping that TOU will 
find this DBterie.l o£ interellt and u.seful, W8 are 

Ben>ard B. Gradwoh1 

WlwL iA. llrR.. (}oJJ.IICiL? 

~_GoC""'_ 

A nation,1 o",niutlon ,",lnt,111111t ,n ,Juett/on,1 pto9t'''' d.dio:ot.d to tho 1,1111'1_1 tr,dllloft of Jud,,"" 'ftd tfto '"c,..,Ji"g notionol. civic.. CloIIt"".1 end 
.oci,1 llltto9rllloll of AmorI"'M of J_IIII f.ith. n., Council aAirmt; thot! "l\IItIOft,lIty ,,,d ... 11/1110" or. .. pot, .. ,lid distinct; OUr 1I .. lio/Iality i, Am"lc.lIl 
CHoII r.ligion Is JIKf .. l1m: our hom,l,nd I, tho U. S. A." I,ioch tho concopt th,t tho St .... of I" ... Is ""h .. N .. tlo,..1 Hom .. I,,,d of tho J_bk p .. plo": ,",lnt,I", 
thai 110 J .... 01 /llrol,lP of J,Wl, l~clud'lI9 tho ,pok_n of 1", .. 1, c.n tlOfOHnt ,I .w.. III AtrIorko: ,nd that tho NtloNlitm of 1., .. 1 mud b. collfillOd to iii 
OWl! boundariM. 
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Dear Rabbi: 

In a reoent address, Ilr . Baruoh Zuokerman, Prea1dent o~ the Labor 
Zlon1lt Orpn1zatlO1l o-t Amerloa., oollf'lnaed be.al0 Zlon1a-t pollOT 
on CIalutslut. 1Ir. Zuoket'1llUl .tatet, With mm_' candor, that 
·l:1bllats plyot and cbalutslut .a.at become the respona1.b1l.1 t,. o~ 
JMr1011D 1f1flrJ sa or all J'ewrl •• - . 

1Ir. ZUoka.r-.n CQllt1Due4 "0 ODe oan ad no one aboul4 attempt to 
40_ at tid. point how rapi4lT \he pro ..... at ldbbuh ga1!1lot 
w1.ll pi a In Ill.· 

-..mwh1le, ~. ZUolterman _de it olear that Z10n1em aeke ~or 8. atatue 
ot ttpr1'f'Uege· -tor AMri08D8 o~ "erieb. :taith _hile it indoctr1.n&te • 
_. in _rica, :Lar ul~t. intocraUCll I.J1to Ioraol1 lU •• 

Part ot thi. 1ndoctriDat1011 _. place in all ammer at youth 
educational. prosrams. 

One ot the conatruOtlTO ualyoee -a. b;y the Council bear. d1raotl;y 
on the )"Outh educat1on. ~ material .... organised and presented 
to the Ccnmol1 b7 Dr. Leon Baka, :tormer Pres1dent o~ the Rockdale 
Annu. Tsmplo 1u Cino1m>ati. Dr. Sake' 10llg and di.ttnsu18hed 
.en108 to .American Judaism qua1Ulee him to evaluate these con­
~orory trands. 

w. eend 70\1 this 8~ -1n the ..... ep1ri t o:t halpt'Ulnee8 8.8 .e eent 
TOU our two I previ0U8 ma1l.1nge . In the bell.t the. t 700.. too are 
intere.ted in bu1ld1J:lg au American Jildo1 ... &n4 in ob&pizlg the lin_ 
of ..-ertcan J'OUth so that their JUd&1_ 1e & DCmDI!ll. interest O~ 
nonal. Amartcana and not a separate natioraal.1 •• eelUnS ~or 
"Pri'V"'ll.age- t .. send 70U Dr. 8aka' paper . 

W. 1f1.ll. be gra te:lttl. to 7°U tor aIQ' 0 lit • 

BSG:Ilt Bernard 8 . Ilradwobl. 
~ 



"JEWISH YOOTIl AND !lJUCATIQI-

~d-We8t Regional Conferenoe 
Clevelend,Obio - October 2),1949 

Diecuea10n by Dr. Lecn Seke 
Cha1zman,Cinc1mlat1 Chapter 

The subject "Jewish Youth and Education'! which has been gl. van first place 
on the panel discuseion this mom1ng 18} in al..l probabll1 ty} the- moat serious problett 
with which the Jews of America are faced. It there 1. indeed ~ real denger in 
current Jewish education and the plans of the "Jewish nationaliats" for t;he tuture 
educat10n of our children, 1 t 18 of prime urgeno1 that "" recoBOize 1 t nC'w end not 
when it i8 too late. OUr innocent and 1m.preeslcnable children are the vork1ng 
material of these plans. The effect of the slow, steady 1ndoctr1.Dauon ~thich the1r 
;JOUnI! m1ndB are reoe1 v1n8, 1. no IIOre to be perce! ved than a •• ed which J:.oe been 
planted. The tin1 doubts, the fee11ng ot 1neeourit;y eova with J .... ; the turn1nB 
ave;y fran soc1.ty to hi. ovn group, cannot be reoOjjD1zed 1>7 tho ahild; m:ui as lone 
as hie eoc1al neede are oati.t1ed he 18 Uppy. 

llut if the not1....u.t plano vare to .ucaeed wh1ch I bell .... antirel1 
llkel1 unle •• ve are T181lant, the adult whO _ hal the ah114 18 intendad to 
be -- and vill bo n a aelf-eeg: gated 1nd1"f1dual, IeZ'Ul-or1cted in MEl th1n1r1nS 
and f .. 11ng, n.gl.eattW. of hie _aan Jev1.h heritase and 1ts 1netitutl.OIl8, 
scomfUl at the W_tem ccmoept ot .anolpatlc:c., ad. s~ 1n bie dewt10n to 
the conoept of a w~rld Jev1eb people vhoee center will be 1D Israel. Thu plan 
1s to DI8ke the nen gSleratlon eO llebra.1zed, eO nat10!l-mindecl, eO S8gre{Plteci and 
f ... at1cally "Jev1sh" in the ghetto ",,14, 00 c""'trolled end reg1manted, that the 
last vestige of hope for A continuc.tIon ot tho pattern ot Ute ve have CClDl8 to 
know as _ricene of Jev1sh feith, will be irrevocably loet. 

If I SUCCBed in mek'ng this clear} in convincing you that this :Ls not 
fancitul exasseration but an 1BI1nent danger which aeems to have a far greater 
cb.snoe to succeed than to ta1~ purelT because of the inertia of those who d1aasree 
with it, then at le .. t I shall have daotro7ad vbatever cClllplacency may .·t111 enet 
emons some few of JOU. ADd I 'WIll have demanetrated that ,our OW ch1l..dren,hoveY8r 
carofUll1 you guard their education and however 1Dmune you may make th ... to the 
teach1n8l of "Jewish nat1anal1em" will DeTerthelesB inevitably be engW.tIBd, as 
vill all. Javs, It the nationalist objectIve were to be achieved. 

IV plan in thie discussion is: 

1. TO 81ve you a fev 1lluetrat101l8 of the mentality, tho phllo.oph;y, the approach 
to Jeva end Jev1eh 11fe which 1s held b;y"Jew1eh nationallem". 

2. To show how the state of Ierael ..,.; the var10us World Zioni.t OrSanizat101l8 
are f'orcefUll.y collaborating in Obtaining domination 0'1 Jewieh education in 
_nca and spree"'nB the Ieraell-Jev1eh nat1....uem _.rruth. 

3. TO illustrate the ext""t to wh1ch nOD-Zioni.t •• tablished and hiBhl1 re.paated 
1net1tutiOll8 of learning in _rica ore beoClD1ns 1ntluenCad by Zionist 
1d8Olo81} and wittingly or unw1tt1ngly serve the nationalist plan for education. 

4. TO 81'" a fev 8:I!IIIIPle. of tho effoct on Jowi.h youth already created by thi. 
nat1....u.t philo.oph;y and penetration into educational centers in "1IID1 
locall t1e. in this country. 



I om porBona11), convinced that the sreat ma,1or1t)' ot the rank scd tile 
members of the Zionist crscru.zatlone 81'8 not "Jewish nationalists". The;r do not 
lOderstend and the,. have never tmderetood the basic principles ot"Z.1on1sm". The 
10810 ot reoent • ...,te bas obviousl)' disturbed III8D)' of th ... sod the)' ors t1lII1dlJo' 
beg2nn1 ns to vander 1t the question ot an all But'bracing "Jewish nationalism" 1111 
not a real deneer. Cert&.1nl,T there 1s no evidence that they have arrivfd at a 
point of awareness where the)" will ofter reeiat8l1ce to the powertul rulers and 
cliques within the Zionist orgmizat1one, yet they cont1nue to dlsm1sB the 
evidem.cee of increasing nationaUsm. in our religious schools as un1.IIpOrtant or 
tri vial or to 1enore th ... ent1rel)'. 

B)' the time the)' "ake up to the dlllll8.g1ng result, it \1111 be too lete. 
The pe;ycholo81oal pattem of their childree ,,111 be fomed sod under the !Pliee 
of Jewish education that pattem will be III true "Jewish natlonal1em" I parsU..na 
Ullder the glamor of a "mere spiritual 8Dd cultural tie to Israel". In other 
verde 1 tor the tilDe being, the Zionist leadereh1p 1n Amerioa 18 will1ng to qulet4m 
the Bons of "Jev1eh nat1onsl1 ..... b7 clwlg1ng the verde bIlt 1I1_s to capture the 
minds, I!Jld thareb7 later on the !'h1a1cal preasce I ot the cmm8!!H ot these paBa-
1'V'& nOl1-natlonal1at "Z1cn1ete-. IDd theee DQIl-D&t1anuiert "Zionists" are contant 
to continue their npport ot the orsen1zatiCll8 J to pay the N.lar1ee and e~8e8 
that perpetuate the propapDda mech1ne vb1ch 8eeb to alleate tran thau. their 
Olm. children! COQl4 paradox or pathetic b11 n"neS8 be greater1 

You th1nl!: I elO!l/!88l'&te! ~... let me 81'" _ e~ e ... pl ••• 

~e lIecbalutz Oraom1 zat10n ot America 1e denned 111 the 1949 hle.t1n. 
as a world-wide Zionist organization" the Amerioan brench o~ wbich tra1na 

rt(;en Jewish youth tor act1ve participation in the up-building ot Israel". 
L1sted as affiUates of Beab"Jutz are a DUDlber ot ZiOll1st youth groupe such as 
Junior Badaseah, Y0\m8 Jud_, Intercolle@1ate Z1on1at Federation ot Amer1ca" etc .. 
It 10 1I1controv.rtible, therefore, that the tollov1ng quotations traa the llaohal.ut, 
Yearbook, ita veq latest, pu.bl1shed this year, retlect the th1nk1ng of all these 
groupe. (FOr ths word ''Diaepora" substitute the worda tiThe Jn1ah community of 
America" as I read.) 

I quote: 

"The Diaspora hes no Justit1cation for existence ••• We m:u.st hoax'l1 
OUR IIATICIIAL CULT!1RE in it 08a1ns t reall t;r sod "8"1 net the nomal 
pl'Ooe8ses ot developnent. We must increase eafeguards and heclgee, 
which will Berve to protect tmd isolate our seU-existence .. our 
loneliness" and estabUsh more divisions between US and the 
Gentiles ••. 'We must not be too selective in the tools we ut1l1l:e. 

"We are responaible tor enarding Yiddish, \11th all our etrength, 
for 1 t has a gntat value in the D1aspOra -- IS A 13.ARRIER end I!t 

mark of difference. 

"Thie 18 tho bas1. tor IIATICIIAL ACTIVITY 111 the Di ... pore: The 
Diaspora 10 dough for tho kneading ot Eret. nereel ••• lie 1'8l!1'et 
each iota. of Jew1ehnsss lost" end va retain vigil over 1ta altght­
eat 8%pres8ion. 
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"The Diaspora fale1f1es am NATIC'NJ.L CHARACTER ••• It can only 
maintain 1 ts pOs! tion of decline, keep ali va a moneter-people, 
a people demased in bOdy and Boul. 'the DiaSpOre injures the 
human in us ••• It 1s this D1aspora, which cute the ground f'roD1 
under the feet of our growth, both as Jews end human beings, 
'Which 1s not worthy of continued existence. It 1s still quite 
young but already it 1s putr1f1ed." 

(Excerpts from I1Israel and The D1aspora" by 
Dr. Yaakov .Klauetzldn •.• Rechalutz Yearbook, 
1949) 

Danisl Frie:h, wbo 18 now President of the Zionist Organization of 
Amerioa, said the 88mB thing only in a slightly more deUcate faehion in the main 
ed1torial of the llEW PALl!STINll, Jonu!U7 7, 1949 and 8II1pbat1call¥ repeated in 
the May 20 issus ot the newspaper "ladaer"; 

''We ought to be able to Bend Israel .. mean-bred ,1OUIlS people 
who 'Went to live 88 Jews -- m1nua the bzphen -. under the 
em1l.1ng ski .. of the rebom Israel ••• in the onJ.;y Jewish 
ccmra.m1 t;r in the world which 18 unts1nt8d br the Galut." 

The President of the Zionist Organization of Jm.sr1oa 1s speaking here of 
the UD.1ted. States, of ~..!:'!E.!!! b01B and girls" 8Dd of the "ta1nt" which .American 
Ufe for them. must alvaye end automatioally possess. In the same official 
art1cle. 8lld ed1torials Mr. Fr1sch lII8de clear that: 

"Z1onists in every CorntD!m1 ty must 1lIDed1ately address themselvee 
to the neglectod task of provid1ns a real Jev10h educat10n to our 
children. Th10 1s d .. fin1 tely the prov1nce ot Zioniem. Let no 
one make a myopic dichotomy between Zionism end Judatsm. Zionism 
is a synonym of J ewiBh lite. ADd noth1ne: 18 88 ~ortent in 
Jewish life as the Jewish school. Whoever holda the key to the 
Jeviah Bchool holds the key to the JeWiah Boul and the JewiBh 
future. TO leave that key in tile hands of the SUIldey School 
alone is to court disaster •.• Our future leaders" and a great 
portion of OUr future followers vill CCII18 .from such schools 
(1.e. parochial schoole) which 8II1pbae1£e Jev1eh trad1t1on, 
which are Israel-oriented." 

Mr. Frisch has here referred glowingly to the parochial Bchool about 
which I 'Would make only a word of comment. It vas or1glnal~ an orthOdox 
institution" nostalgic of the ghettoes" basioally reUg10ua in intent, rut it 
10 becoming a Zionist 1not1tut1on w1th a wholly nationalist10 mot1ve. carl 
Alpert, head of' the educational department ot the Z.O.A., in d1scuss1ns the 
parochial school in hie s;yndioated oolumn said that it does not nec86ear1ly lead 
to segregation, rut it it does, there is no harm in it, "because it is the 
tendency of the Jew1sh child in any event to gravitate tova:rd fellow Jeva, and 
to l1m1t Boc1al contact with non·JewB." 

'!hese basic Zionist requirements of Jewish separatism, of exc1usive group 
1dentity, are weU served by the paroch1al school, end undsr the impetus of 8U­
out Zionist support they are Ill>.llt1ply1ng rap1dly; nOw 128 witll. 23,000 pup1le. 
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.And it also serves 'Well the purpose of creating a distinct "Jewish physiognomy 
in J.merlca" which was lauded as a hisblY' desirable goal by Dr. Robert Gordis, 
past-president of the SynagOgue Ccunc11 of P.mer.1ca. Remember that although 'WB 
d1aagrs6 cOJipletely with the ";parochial l

' sohool idea mAtsE IT IS A S'EPARATlBT 
MEOXAlllSJoiJ VB. recogni ze the rigt.t cf any religious group to maintain 1 ts own 
re11g1ous sclloola. 

At a recent meet1ng o:r' the Z.O.A. Administrative Council and Executive 
COIrlD1ttas, Mr. Frisch ms.de clear the specific role 'Whioh modern secular Hebrew eEl 

the language of Jewa was to plal in their future eduoation" when he said: 

"We mu.t wOrk out Ii definite plan to br1ng Hebrew and Hebrew culture • 
into the Jewieh homes throughout the country. We must reviee the 
methods and meSDS of Hebrew education nth an eye to tile cul.tural 
neede of Ierael. Our high goal 1s to make Hebrew the second languase 
of the American Jev. J1 

Perhaps at this point I should make olear the d1st1nctlon between IIHe'bl""," 
education" and teaching of Judaism. Juda1sm has 8. culture 8S 8Jl7 other religion. 
It has its art, ita literature end its music .. It has its language, ReDrew, a 
sacred language; the language of the pr~verbook and the Bible. Therefore knowledS8 
of Hebrew haa been encouraged among Jews as has knovledge of the d1ffer6llt develop­
ment. of Judaism amcng Je~. who 11 ved for 3000 :rears among the lIIIIll,Y nations of 
the world. Such knowledae helped to make Judaism. more mesningful.. But Zionism 
haa made clear that 1 te interest .in ItJewieh culture U ie not an interest in Judaism 
but if! its OW "Jewish nation"; that the religiOUs attaobXnenta of Jews to :Biblical 
Heb%'tN 18 to be utilized to make DlPdern Rebrew a lansuase which vill identify Jews 
as a national group. It is necessary to understand that modem Hebrew i8 not the 
language of the sacred bOOka of' Judaism but i8 one of the official national 
languages of the state of Isreal, and that the Zionist leadership's a1:m is to 
make of Jeva here in Am.e.l"ica a b1-l1ngual f!l'OUp. The art, 11 terature, and tho 
mu.s1c ofJ"'eWiBh rellsioUSCulture are transmuted into Israeli folksongs and dancee, 
national enthems end £lege, etc .. , all Bl'tI1bole or representative of the natIonal 
culture of Israel. There 1s a vast dIfference betwsen this "Hebrew educatIon" 
which serves nationalist pur.:poses and the teaching of Judaism.. Thie ldnd of 
Be'brew education enables Z1on1sm. to rally the cultural interests of ./Im.erican JewB 
to Israel in furtherance of Mr ... Frisch's revelation that Z10nism :plemsl to ffevoke 
every latent force .... (in pmer1ca) .... and rally 1t to the sup~ort of Israel". 
The Z.O.A. National Administrative Council in AU8'lBt 1949 stated ''We shall 
proceed to map out a nation-wide plan for carrying the :Hebrew 18IlfPlag9: and liter-
.. ture into every Jewish houeeholD throushout the leJl8th and breedth o~ thi. lend. 
Thus w •• hall .trengthen the cultural. tend lI1th lenal ond the whole o~ the Jewi.h 
culture and tradition of today and all yesterdqa on Which hangs the unity of the 
J8'W1sh people." 

The :fraction of ava1.1able docum.entatlon I have quoted here 1s fully repr,e· 
aentat1ve of all the o:csamted ZJ.onlet bodies $ld their 'VllZOioua a.ffl11:ated groupe. 
It filters down from. the t.op to the or{;8n1zed Zionist 8J'OUps of even the very 
younge.t cb1ldren. 

lru.t what a:re the chances of these plene for Jewish education being 
realized'! 
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'What 18 the likelihood of such distort.ed th1nldng as presented 1n the 

handbook of' the RecCalutz and to the Z.O.A. by its president, becoming generally 
accepted by and. becc.m1ng a part ot the t h1 nJdng of other Jews and Jewish groups'l 
Is this not a self-oontained ~losophy and program of one orsanized group ~, 
and one which haa not the power to effect its IIcrackpot" plans and 1 te "crackpot" 
1deoloey'l Let us 8ee, 

In the summer of 194-7 J the World Conference on Jewish EducatJ.on met in 
Jerusalem br1ng1ng together educatol"8 f'Nm. allOver the world. The largest 
representat10n C8II18 from _arica. Here 1s a condensation of the conclusions 
arr1ved at by that Conference 88 re]orted by Aleunder M. Duehkin, one of' ita 
organizers, in The Reconatruct1on1et, October 3.1, 194-7: 

The poel tlon of the people in ISrael 18 to be cen~. Its contribution 1s to be 
Hebraic in content,. in new Ufe tonne in a rene'fed faith in the of' 

Judaism in the mo~er.n world,,~~~~fo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ The World Union for Jev1.h E 
Conference, is to have ita central seat PJ. Jeru.sal.Em tmd a subeidlary Office in 
Ney york, and 1 t is to crose-fertiUze the ~ucationu ideas and practices. It 
i. to erect cultural bridg .. betveOIl the "homeland in Eretz n ...... l" end the 
Jewish communi ties outside of Israel. .In achieving this ob3ecti ve 1 t is to stim­
ulate Jewish education everyvhere. There 18 to be a oontinuous interchange of 
students end teachers 1 end the World th10n will direct 1OUD8 people to come to 
Iarael either for study or for permanent BsttlSlLellt. There is to be aD e.EOhmlge 
of teachers and professors in sBconde.r;y and higher schools and a JelUBa1em Examin_ 
ation in Bebrew 1s to be eet up in all non-Hebrew speaking oountries after the 
pattem of the Oembridge eX""niDs tlon in l!ngl.1eh. '!'he content end of Jewish 
education 1s to be a 'to be 

Jerlah education with the underetanding 
that they are only compromi •••• 

(N.E. the terms Hebrew, RebrfJw EdUcat10n refer to the modern 
Iarasl1 Hebrew o~ the preced1ng paragraphs.) 

Not. also the b8B1c 8BBUlIlpt1on of th ... conclusions end s .. wb;y I • ." 
that the words may temporarily be changed becaUse of the resiatmce of American 
Jews to the original "nationalist" :Phraseology. THE SCIIG lUMAlm THE SAME. Th. 
posItion of the people of Israelis to bo central. We effina.:"Not to 5/000/000 
..American J ewe shall the Israelis be central.!:" -

The Zionists hope to mobilize - and are 'Well on their way to doing SO -

virtuaJ.1y all the forces of organizee. Jewry in JIIler1ca for the implementat10n of 
these conclusions. 

The Jerusalem office ,of the Jewish Agency's Department of Fducation and 
Culture in the Diespore will shortly open an ortice in New York. The Deperilnent 
'Will encOUl.'"8ge the establishment of Jev1sh DeY Schools which Will offer a complete 
curriculum and in which modem Hebrew vill be the language of instruction. It 
rlll elso promote adult J ev1ah education. It vUl provide study material. end 
tee.chors, it will seek the eotabl1shlllent of Chairs at out.tending tm1vereiti .. 
in the BebrEni lenguase and Jewish culture 1 end the edd1 tion of modem Hebrew to 
the l8JlBUage curr1cula of publio high school.e 1n major cities. Seminara are 
being conduoted. 1D Jerusalem. fior 1OUJl.8 people who are to be emt abroad for 
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Z10nist York. J. greatl,y intane1fied dr1 ve to _to Chalutduth 10 under WIlJ' 
and the Jewieh Agenoy has BUOetent1alq in;,ressed ita allocations for rthie work 
in JIIIonca, in odd1 ticn to a_nations for orgenitere ..,d 1netructo%B oent out 
from Ia:toe.el, or for other educat1ODal. work emong youth. 

Pere.O!mel 18 supplied by sending out :youth yorkers from. Israel and by 
giving leeders tram the Diaspore coursee in Israel. .ot the ...... t1ma the 1"Uth 
and the Rechalutz Department .in Jeru.aalam 1e giving a year's course for youth 
leaders tram abroad ODd h .. organized vl.e1ts b'y Jev1ah etudl!llts trom JIIIonca.' 
The Ame:!:'io8Il Z10nist Ycuth Comni ttee has es+..ab11ehed an Israel fellowahip plan 
which tJcl.o yeu 18 grer.t1"8 $1,500. fellovel:1pe tor a fUll .YOu '8 study in Ierael 
to members ot young Judea, Junior liada.seah, Masada, and Intercoll881ate Zionist 
lI'ederat1on of Jlmerica. This ,type of vork on the part of the state of Israel, the 
World Z10nist Organization, 1to E1l!CUtive - the Jev1sh Agoncy, end ito varioue 
loyal Z1oni.t att1l1atos throughout the world (inoluding the Z.O.A.) is mounting 
80 rapidly that it 1s virtually impossible to maintain an underst.anding of ito 
real. extent. 

!ut it ia 1IIlportent to r88l1ze that through tho w.r1cue Z1oni.t orgen-
1zations th.s. _o.ari .. of I.raol have no ditf1cult,Y in being stretegicell,y 
plaoed immediately upon arriV8l., end their influence has alroedy been pro1'otmd. 
_ in the Z10nist o1'fi.ial do.uments from vh1.h these facto have bean obtained, 
the avowal 18 frmk that the,. plan "a re'f'Olut1on 1n Z1cm1at tb1nk1 ng and practice 

1n the Wsatemworld

tt
J 

and that their obJective 18~th~eii~~!~~~~~~~r 

~~~~!a~[ pioneer groups, Nt i. ge1n1ns ground in S ... eral not 
otf101ally Zion1ot) 1"Uth ""' ........ ts including uni ... ra1tl etud..,t organizatiClDS. 

Nov I w1 th this baekgroUDd of Isra.ell eftorte" let us tum to .America 
and Bee: how this activity 1s :reflected here. .And let me emphasize that those 
plans are furth.red at 1888t 88 much bl un.rit1cal non-Z1onist 1netitutee of 
education as by th.e Zionist organizations themselves. I1' this were not true; 
if 1Ddeed the Zionist philosophy and teaching vere aotualq oonfined to tbelr 
ovn groupo, their plans would not oonsi! tute the ovBl'1lhelm1ng thr88t vh1ch they 
now are. 

HoY can we show the :reel core ot this youth work .. the final. w1nning of 
Am,erioen Jev1eh youth to Israel end "their ingatheringn? 

Some of' the American O~Z8.t1Oll8 deal.1ns nth our ,outh are .. The 
Jewish Welfare :Boe:rd" The Billel Foundat1on of D'nai B'rl'th, Th.e Jewish Book 
counoil of America, Natlon8l. Jewieh Music CouncIl, NaUonal Jewish Youth Plwm'ns 
Ccm:D1eslon. We should also include the Central. Conference at _oriean Rabbie J 

which 1.s the off1clal bod,. of the Retom Re:bbinate.ll the CCIlSerTative 8Ild Orthodox 
:Rabbinioal Ae .... bl1 .. end tho Educat10n Department of the Union of }mori.en 
I!e_ Congregation, publioh1ng """'Y pleye, .tone. and t~xtbooko, also the 
Independent Jewi8h bOok publishers ODd the publicat10ns of the mult1tude of 
Jev1sh 1"Uth groupe. And then, 01' .000000e, thoro are the Z10nist Youth orgm>­
izationa like Young Judea, Junior Bad .... ah, the Intercollegiate Z10niet Federation 
ot America, etc. 

L.t UB glance at ,1uet a 1'OY of theee. 



Th. Jewiob Wol.1' ..... _ 1e the .,..,..-all bcc\J' tor Jewi,,!~ob:t~:~~l;~ 
1M cd lMIAta. The Sept_ber 1ssue of 1te ott1c1al P 
report. glov1nSll on the Soecmd MoOllbl¥ ot the JWB _oree! 
Youth CcDteronce. Th1. Ccmtereoce 10 _bl¥ cOlllpleto1¥ IIOD-Zioniet .. 10 
the Jev10b Welfare Board 1 toolf. Yet. recomtllldatl_ produCed b1 th10 1""tIl 
conferenoe, :tar too l~ to elaborete here, are in the patteI'D o~ all the 
Zimiat t!I'nk'ns and p1 erm1ns 'that I have beeo telk'ng about. 

,The Jev10b Welfare l!c_ '0 loeture ~ .enie .. the Jev10b cantoro tIIld Y'. 
t/u'Ousbout AIImo.. I viob 1"" lIad m oppcntun1t1 tc etuq ito 1949-,0 .... tolcllll •• 
~cen'e tho strategio pl ann1ng has been dene by IaraeU cCID801oue people, tb1.. 1. 
the -.It: 

1'0%' the looture toplc "Iorael, the Rev state" it pro'l1de. 29 ol!"alnIro all M wom 
..... Zioniot. or otrongl.y pro-Zioniot vithOllt .:a::optlon; 0<Il10 ot th ... ..,.., rabid 
naUonall.to. or th.a. 29 speakers throe are nOl1-Jevioh and th.1, too, are .t.X'On8l1 
pro-Z101l1.t, tw or til ... v101ontl¥ 00. lor the tcp1c "The Jev and tho Amerioan 
Some" it pro'l1deo 29 Jevioh .peeJ/ero, ell Zionioto or strongl.y pro-Zionist. 
/cI4 .0 it ccnt1nu .. thrOughout thelr lecture tcpioo and lecturere. At the most 
thoro are throe Jev10h leotur<rra vbo cOI1Oehahl¥ cou14 be 4eacriboc\ .. non-Zioniot. 
OIl topio. of a &01'. _raJ. nature ouch .... ~ IOId 01'111 Libertl .. -, "Tho 
looncu1o Soane" I eta., the eDe pa.ttem. ot lecturen holde tN_. ~e"rfN non-
J ev10h are lin""" tor their a __ to. 

~ ot the opeDro _ be rolled upon to 
sift a cClllpletel¥ iitI<iiiII M their oubJecto. Ot the ... to~re 
pro'l14ed b7 the lecture ~, the d""" .... all teature Icul1 4aJIcoe in their 
repertoires. Cn. vu Com1a81aned to COIIpOIIe dances tor the Bebrew Ipera -Becba1nt&. 
tc be gl WI>. at Cemegle lIall. Tho ropertclrea of all the .!nsero include Ieraell 
oonsa. Without the opml¥ procla1loocl natlonal1et drift 8Ild Ito intention tc use 
all th1a for 1 to """ purpoae, It II1s11t net be BO 1aportont, bot 1 t hall nOV __ 
ot u1aoet importance. 

trhe lecture bureau h&8 nov exttmded ita educat1onal"enterta1ntD.ent servicee to _brae 
th" 86- SZ'OUP trom , to 14. Ito n ... publlcatiOl1 "Fun tor Jev111h Ch1l4>:en" ll.to 
artiste 6ftdlablo to the Jev1eh Centers an4 deacr1bee thei%' acta. There 18 a 
vontr110quiBt "ho "hu deiIoated himself to the to"'h1n8e ot tho JBv10ll ""1 ot 
Uf"~ md who conveys "tho beaut1 md "",,10 of th" lI"brow 1msuage and IlI8Il7 othor 
.. peota at Jewioh culture" (l.e. _ ........ _ mid IlI1'Ull culture). "",other 10 a 
lIIII610tec mid "on. at the hisblls/lto of hi. ohow 10 the aag1c lil7me tell.1ng ot the 
IsraeU tlea and the UUtod lIati_·. SUll another masio1an "Potor ran, the Mogle 
MID" presents "magio vith a lIlOeasee ~ .. ot Jav1eh DOftt.t -- ot Zionism -- ot 
:B1bl. •• tories ... - ot llDral IIIld ethioal l088QD8 intel'WO\feIl". A p1an1at 8Dd narrator 
"are izmo'"fators ot new et71e in JewiBh culc..ral preeetattCWI ••• ". !lb:eJ' Pla.T 
"lI.~, Y1d4ioh and Enslloh oOJl8ll baaed on modem Paleatin1on, JBv10h folklore 
and 111 bl.o atori •• ". These are samplea at tile tare for 6 to 11, 1ear old ch1ldr<m 
.ened tIP b1 the Jev10h Welfare lloerd tor thelr Jewioh Cantera and Y'.. !&e7 
cODe_trote the attent10n ODd act! '11 t1" ot their 1""th 011 Iaraol inateed ot 
nomal _riom Uf". AIld theso Y's are a _cuo ractor in J.vioh ;rwth mid 
eduoat1on. _ supported, at laut in Cincinnat1 (where the Javi.h center " .. 
fouDdei .... v"ll ao preaantl¥ supported) b7 non-nationallotoll The7""" lIJIA""" 
of the lIIIIIII1er in Yhich the inatitutiona are baing used. I 40 not __ tc UDdem1ne 
or tc att""k the Y'. or "Jev1oh _t .... • as such, bot 40 ...... tto ohov tOY th"7 ..... 
ba1n& lI1ou •• d. 

~fJ Tar1OU. bl'llDchH of the 1[11181 J'O\.mdat1on mo9 lit, ortg:1nallT neutral, are 
boo~ oantoro to,r indoctrination ot "Jewieh nat1onalism" .9101 haTe re.Iated 
attort. of the .... m .... Council t or Judaism to lntr<>4uoe ito philoe.pby on the 
__ ""'" the1r national director,Arthur Le1¥W14 1- .. milltant Zicn1st. If tiler 
vere reall1 educational th.l "",,14 en.ourage p"'Bantatlon of all 'I1ewpoint. vi th 
.~1a, debates and lectures. 



Soks - f/f> 
nte Central Conference of American Rabbis vas, before Hi tIer, an almost 

100 percent ant1-Z1on1st body. The d.l1berat1ons and ".solut1ons of rocent years 
might lead ana to believe that the reverae 1s true. Certainly there has been nO 
organized rttelatmc8 to those influences in that body that alread;y have reversed 
tbe t:radl tlon of ilmericen Ref 01111 Judaism. 1Ih11. a number of the Rabb1e at the 
last o.on.ference in Bretton Woods revealed a deeply disturbed state of mind both 
about dev.l"I>Jl101lts in tbe state of Iorael and the 1lIIpact of tbet Stat. on our 
Olin cnnmm' ty.I it led to no official greppliDS with the problem. Qu,1te the cont ... 
rary. Here 1e a resolution referred to the COllD1ttee on IJ. tu.rs7 ror its studT-

"I! .. olved that the Committe. on LitursY prop"". epec1al preyers 
to be used on Sabbath and Fe.tivale that will .ll/ro •• th. unity 
and soUdarity of the Jewish people in the re-•• tabl1.hment of 
Israel." 

Whether this resolutIon 1s offlclallJ' adopted remains to be seen but it 
1. clearly 1nd1oat1 ve of 8 etate of mind in thi. important body whioh .hould deeply 
oonoern us" Yet nov that the bunen'tartan end has been eooured, the L1 beral 
Rabb1nate will be forced to dec1d. b.tween L1 bera! 1h1 \'8Nal Judaism and the 
tlat1onal1m tbet has alwaya thwa%'ted tbe fulfillment of Jude1m .ven .ince the 
d~ of the Prophets! 

The 1h1on of illllerio .... H.brew Congresations aleo ono. Btlt1-Z1onist in 
oentiment has also undergone a change. 1Ih11. oamitted to the un1veroal1m of 
Judaism it too hae aurrtlldered to the madam nation""'. "DRIVE". 

The Departme:nt of lducat10n ot the 1Jn1on of American Jlebrew COngregations, 
headed b;y Dr. _el G<uaoran, which 1e responaible for almo.t all the textbooks 
publ1shed for Refem CODgresations 5111 used b;y a large llUIIIber of Conser""t1 ve 
congregat1ons as well, has BU.ccumbed in large part to the propeS"",, a and also to 
pressure from pro-Z1oni.t Rabbi. end la,yDum. ~. aft.r tbe other, textbooks on 
history end ,.sl181on conee1 ved in the op1rit ot in1;eerated Juds1811l gradually 
have been disoarded for thoBe of the Z1orrl.st bias. Instead of inculcating a 
love /for Judaism and ita tradlt10Dal eth1cs, ideals and theoloe;y our textbooks 
have become nationalist ~8tory bOOks", vi th pract1calq no emphasis on our 
religion except as 1 t affects the Bncle:nt K1n81oms and m:>dem Israel! Thus 
the rel1gious leaders end the orsanizat1on formed for the purpoo. of .xtendins 
liberal (Western) Judaism have became oamp followers of those who are openly 
contemptuous at everything that 11 bera! Judai8lll preaches! It 1s of vi tal 1Jnport­
anee that both members of the oonstituent GoneresaUons m:ld their rabbis be made 
aware of the threat to the religiOUS education of our ohTidren, of the danger to 
the perpetuatIon of Judaism inherent in tIle natlcnal1et Pl"08J"Bm, and of the 
nationali.t'. attitud. tow.rda l1beral Juds1811l, both in the U.S. end in Israel. 

Young Judea vith 20,000 members end 1,000 groupe throughout the country, 
10 erd8lltly pro-Poleotin. end 1. affil1ated now with pre-Chalutz1ut activ1t1 •• , 
teecb1nB an extravagant emltat10n or loWt,. to the Jewish group., identity with 
the State of laruel, depreos:t1on of the whole proceE!8 of emancipation which has 
resulted in dOlllOat ilC;Y as we know 1 t in America. It. memher!lh1p begins at groIIIIIlaL' 
school age end rune through high school. Joni.or lIod •• esh, .c.so with 20,000 
members, 1. another Z10nist youth group .:mluohely fo,. girls. It, too, lllte 
the adult I!ed .... sh, w. regret to .tat., haa bean trenofomed from the purely 
philanthrop1c orsaniz .. t10n of Henri.tta Szold into .. miUtant pol1tical Z10nist 
sm. 
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The Chapters of the Intercollegiate Zionist Orgen1 zatlon of .America, 

known as IZFA, are U terally outposts of Israeli nationalism. Into them, all 
th'e um. vera! ty you:.ths who are graduates of the mui t1 tude ot Zlonist )"OU th organ-
1zat1ons are chann,alad, as ve1l as a largo number of :teretofore unaft':1Uated 
youth who gravitate to IZFA for eoo1.al reasons. Every aspect of the th1nldng 

I hAve cOIIIDlented ullen in this dlsCUBSiQJl finds fullest reflection in these IZFA 
group.. and in all their activitie.. I could show you a questionnaire of the 
Cincinnati University group that even sU6Pjeats migra.tion to Israel! 

The center for all this educational work 1s beina: shifted to the American 
Assoc1ation fOr Jewish l!'ducatlon. Mr. Judah Pilch has just been elected. Executive 
Director of this Aesociatlon, promoted to the position from the Presidency of 
the NatIonal Council for Jewish Education. Mr. P1lch's record includes service 
as an official or member at Youna Judea, The Jevish NetlonaJ. P\md, Hietraduth 
Ivr1th, the Z.O.A. and the Netional lIebrew Youth Committee. The off101al public­
ation of the Pmerican Assoc1at1on for Jewish Eduoation in ita September iSBue 
reviews ita srowth and inoreasing influenoe trom its 1Dceptlon ten years ago. 
A $5,000 budget hae 1ncreaee4 to $200,000. Reg1OD8l offices have been orgoni.ed. 
Welfare Funds J Parent ... Teachers .Associations end local bureaus are turn.1ng more 
aM more to them !'or guiden08. FunotiOD8l relationehip. vi th other natiOD8l 
agencies and tre1n1ng facilit1es tor teacbers have been developed. The Amerioan 
Association for Jewish Education takes great pride end credit for the following" 
which I quote onl.)' in order to BhoY the r8lDif1cat1ons of' their work am. their 
meticulous attentIon to youth of all agee begtnn1ns: with k1Ddergarten. I quote. 

lITen years aao only a dozen cities had bureaus of Jewish educatIon. 
Their BernaBe vere predominantly for children of elementary school 
8.g8 oentered largely in Talmud TOrahs that were representatIve of 
only the Orthodox and lIebreic element •• 

"Today" there are nearly 40 bureaus representing not only maJor 
cities, but also regional and roral areas. !J:he1.r services and 
programs extend not only through the elementa.r;y school to the 
secondar,r end college levele and to adult classes and epecial 
programs for Jev1sh oenters end tor sjltlSgOguea, but they also 
precede the elementary 86e with spec1a1.ized kindergarten instruct­
ion. Also, todayte bureaus represent not only the Orthodox, but 
every ideological group in the COIIIIlUIl1ty. The uniform. pattem 
which the handfUl of' bureaus rigidly adhered to a decede _ hae 
since be6Q tempered by the knowledge of experience. The modem 
bureau o£ Jewish education doee not operate in a vacuumj it 
adJuste "the pattern of' i te program to meet local populations. In 
msny c1 t1ee 1 there has developed closer cooperation between Yiddish 
8lld Hebraic groups. lobre and more the local. blreau hBS st1.zwlated. 
a commun1 ty progrem which represents unity of reeponaib1l1 t,}'} even 
when there aneta a diversity of approaoh. 

"Such developments may help to account for the fact that while ten 
yeers 8f!P 28 federation. end welfare funde contributed about 
$500,000 toward 10081 Jewish eduoational institutions, toda,y there 
are nearly twice that llllIIIber contributing a total of four time. 
that sum,. IF 
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Now what 1s the peycholog, of thie increas1ngly powerful assooiat1on 
'Which vee creatsd to stimulate and coordinate Jewieh religioue education on a 
non-polltical base? '\ihat does it hope to achiever This is evident to the careful 
reader of their oomment whioh followB the. report whioh I have just read. I 
quote again: 

"An Amerlcan-Jew1sh (note that this l:e very carefully hyphenated) 
"An Amerlcen-Jew1eh Bcheol system. Is in the making_ Already it 
inoludes the pre-school grades, the £oundat!on Bchool, the 818-
ment.ary school, the seoondary school, the college grades" the 
adult school, the tea.cher training institutes and the graduate 
ineti tu tions for pro1'eaeion~l tre.1ning end hig)ler leeming. Ii> 
addition there are Hebrew speaking and JewiBh educational Bummer 
oampa." 

(Remember Deniel :Friech end hie intenticn to make Hebrew 
the second laneuage of Jews in America, end remember the 
Chalutziuth movement end the Official etatement of the 
Jewi.h Agency that it I!aB begun to gain grouDd among 
general Jewish movements for young people?) 

The quotation oont1nues; 

"This 1s a fer cr.r from. conditions 8 decade ego wen the f1ve­
afternoons-a-week Te1mu.d Torah yes the total of Jewish edu­
cation. It 

Here 1s the gyroscope of intensifying Je~eh consciousness and segregatiQJ 
eplnnJ.nc etl11 faator aa the result of the 1mpetue given by this orsanizaticn vlUcl 
1e presumably unrelated to "J ewish nationalism." or national1stic philosophJ', whose 
influence over the educat11)Jl of Jewish yonth of all ideologies 1s increasing daily. 
I too belonged to this Association up to the peat year. 

Now this American Associat1on for Jewish Education WEB the sponsor for a 
"Jewish Education ldonth and Week", a call to Jsv1eh parents, 'Which ended just 
last week. It ms..y have orts1nated as 8 call to rel1gious education. but note how 
the nationalists intend to use it. The Morning JournaL, a respone1b11e ZiOnist 
Yiddish daily in New York, described this oall to Jewish parents as follows: 

"The leaders of 17 Jewish ol":sani zatlons issued a call to Jewish 
parents in the tb1t~ States tald Canada not to neglect the Jewish 
upbr1nfPng of their children, and, by se:o.d1Dg them to Jewish edu­
cational inBtitutions, give them national-spiritual strength for 
the who 18 of their 11 ves. The call emphaai zee that only through 
a normal Jewish upbringing will the ~w1nS generation develop a 
healthy conec1cueneee about ita Jewish and cinc duties ••• /I 

The l-t>rniDg Journal.' s interpretation ma.y 8eem unJuati:f1abl.e for there 
1s no reference to Israel and none to "nst1onal-ep1r1tual ll strength. Yet the 
Morning ,Tournal is Innuential and Intend. ae do Mr. Friech end the other Zion1et 
officials 1n the U. s. to see that 1 t serves their ends. 

In the list of signers of thie call are meny leaders of powerful. eo-calie. 
non-Zionist organizatiollB. Generally they will refuse to pe1'lDit e:r,ploitaticn of 
thoir name.. ,!hy do thoy pe1'lDit it hero? 
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More and more, powerful no.n-Zion1st groupe which l.ead end influence eo 

much of our Jewish life end thinldng are being misled into support of activities 
that are part of the long range plane fOr tho development of "Jewish nationalism" 
but still they refuse to protest publicly! 

Row long must it be be'fore the Jews of America eee that the pollc1es 
perf.cted and "sed by rac1.t-naUanal.i.t. -- polic1.s of dlrtd. and rul., of 
puppets and. fAlse fronts, of' double~talk that. 1e meen1ngl.esB but which, throush 
ccnfUs1on, servss to destroy- vigilance end immobl1:;e resistance -- bave been 
brougl1t to en .... n !Usher perfect10n by the Jewish naUonal.ista tcdaTl WJ!l'I WILL 
THE T EADER> OF AMERICAN J::wJS1! THOUGI!T AND ACTICW BE _TOBED TO THI!IR COURAGE 
AND lN1'JiXlRiTY SO = TEEY MAY OEI6E THEIR AID TO A CAmE IN WllICI! NEITI!ER THEY 
NOR THE MAJORITY OF AlmUCAN J:EiS BELIEVE? WJ!l'I WILL THEY IlEALlZE THI!IR DIS­
SJ!RVICE TO PRIlPIIEl'IC JUDAISM AND TO A NORMAL AND SANE EXISmCE FaR THE JM OF 
AMERIOA? 

The key to Jew:1eh education 1e being placed into the hends of Zionists, 
the mOdem J-ewish "Merehante of Fear" ... as Mt-. hiach hall aaid it muet. 

to 

Let 1118 g1 ve Just a few BDDlP1S8 of the results of this 1ndoctrtnat1on. 
Practical 1llustraUane drive home the po1nt very IllUch IIIDre eff.ct1ve!,y then 
background or general mater1al or the type I have bem> presenting. I wish I had 
been able to devote Ill3' full time to such 1ll.uatre.Uane. but w1thout ths background 
material. there ves the denger of your fa1l.1ng to realize the genera1 s1gp1.f1canoe 
of what misht otherwise seem. to be "cra.okpottr and ieolated examples. 

Just one example of' lI18D3': 

Charles A. Sp1e~er, an l!ngl.1eh t.ac.her 1n a New York C1ty hish .chool 
and. at the 0011888 of the C1.ty af New York" relates the cbenge he has seen in 
Jowlsh ycuIlg people from the moot Orthodox to thoo. w1th no 1nterest at all in 
reUglon; transfomed fioom youD.8Bters content to pray or to play into "pioneering 
youth on an of'fensl va", m1.l1tant, group-conscious, Ierae1-conscious J and host1le 
to the Christ1an world of which th.y ere a part. I!e tells of youIl8Bters of B 
and 9 who "stand on street comers, ma.rob through tra1n.e" enter swank: business 
o:f'f'1cee" rai.Bing money for the "Jewish National" Fund. 

Spiegler tells of an hnerican J'OUIl8 men who put off' hie education to 
join the "Damey Boea :Br1sade", quoting him as asy1ns: 

tilt can wait ••• this can't. I'm soma parachute right into 
Abdullah I e lap and stab him. to death. If 

Then Spiegler lIr1tea, 

"I .ee 1 t 1n the fl. .. llater ycuIlgotero p1ckat1ni! the owank 
Trella-Lux Theatre on fe.sh1onable Madison Avenue.!' bec8UBB 1 t 
1s showing a llr1 tish film, J. Arthur Ronk' s • I !!how Where 
I'm Going' ••• 

'twa KnOll Where We're Going', reads one of the eigne." 
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He writes of a little girl who is neither religious nor 8. member of my 
Jewish group who II ••• doodles out half a doton Jewish stars on rq blotter. Then 
I know that deep in the BuboonaclouB 01' the a.verege Jewish child today, there 
Uvea a simple meaningful BJ'lIlbol. 

IIThat symbol 1s IBl"8el~ 

And agoin he reports: 

"On a questionnaire which I submitted to 200 average American Jewish 
high sChool studenta between the ages of 15-16" I asked these questions: 

fDo you eventually want to visit Israel? Why'll 

Unen1mously the answers were 'Yes'. 

"The reason? 

'I vent to 8 ee what rq ham.eland 1s like.' 

'I'd like to see how Jews llVEI without a shatto complex.' 

'It 1s. our country. I 

'rId like to Bse where "'he Hebrew reUgion vas founded.' 

'I feel deeply in love with 1 t. f II 

Be wr1 t&B of another 11 ttle girl Who was transformed in 8. few short yeara 
from ons who belonged to the lOOrld of Girl Scouts, of «obial d!lllcin8. malted milks 
and mOvies, into a militant iJew9Bs. He does not recognize that this child hBa 
changed from a no1'1ll8l. adjusted 11 ttle American girl into a neurotic,. profoundly' 
disturbed and psycholog1call~ .~11t personality. 

You have all probably sean the ChanUkah lsS\le of a paper publlshed b7 
the Washington Be1shts Sunday School in New York, which made this statement: 
"Our homeland 1s Iarael forever! That 1s the new meaning of Chanukah. " And 
then this was followed by an oath entitled "Here 1s our pledge Israel". It 
reads: 

"I pledge J1J3' l.oyalt7 to God, to the TOrab, to the Jewish people, 
and to the Jewish State, and I promise to live some part of 
every day in a Jewish way end to be of some service to my fellow men. II 

At a Jewish nuraery school 1n Cixlc1nnatl the pre-school sse children last 
year were reciting a little doggerel, "One, t"WO, I am a Jew - - my flas 1s white 
end blue." 

The Sen 'Franoieco Chronicle, a daily general newspaper, in ita issue of 
November 14, 1948" tells the story of a young man who became a pioneer in one of 
the training camps for Israel. It tells how e.t college in his first year he had 
almost a straight itA" average. I quote from the story: 
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n ••••• 1hen hiE! grade-a suddenl,r begNl to fall oft, and within a 
year he vaa BUspended becmlB8 of poor marks. 

"Row did this happen? Harvey's explanation 18 silnple. He no 
longer had an interest in grades or a succBssful IAmerican 
career I • lie wented to 11 va wi tb fellow J eve in a J swish 
hOCbland in Palestine." 

"Ulan ve consider these instances which are not at all isolated, the 
meeting of the World Un10n i'or Jewish educators in Jerusalem two years ago no 
longer seems 80 remote. The fantastic Ztcn1st nat10nalistic doctrines no longer 
are un1mportant BS, those of a ucrackpOttl few. What WB are contronted with 1s 
not merely a problem of educat10n and enl1ghtemnentJ but a Bcheme to make the 
Jlmerican Jew over} give him a totBlly distinctive "Jmeh phys10gDClm3'", to make 
him into something for "hich life here In _ca has not candi tioned. him. TO 
treat lightly this menacs to the religious ed.ucation of our J ew1eh youth would be 
the height of didoyalty to the fundamental spirit of our prophetic Judaism, to 
the future of our chiUren sa :1ntesrated AlDeric8IlS, and, indeed, to the who1e 
pattem and 'Wq or life we ha'V8 come to knov" Uve and love here in America. 

We of the AmericBD Council tor Judaism are the onl7 1nfOl1lled" organized 
group of Jews in Amerioa vi th the courage to face up to the rea.l1 ties of l'Jewiah 
nationalism" in our 11 ves and in the 11 ves of the generation to follow US.1 vi th 
the ooarage to resist the forces of intimidation BIld coercion, and, ve hope, with 
the fntellectua1 lDtegrity not to let ourselves be persuaded to propositions we 
1m01l to be fundamentally _ end destruct! VB deepi to the heav7 panal ties we PaY 
for not "going alongll.. We of- the Council have a profound moral and urgent oblig­
ation to mo'bill ze our entire energy end power egainat this threat of nationalist 
education of our youth. Perhaps alone \Ie lD.83 be able to do no more than to pmg 
the dyke 1Ultil others come to our assistance. 'We are encOU1'e.ged by eo fav eigns 
that other organi1.stions are beg1nn1ng to wonder. Xhey ~e 8Sldng questions -­
the i'1!'&t staae of oppoai tion. If we do not serve our function of holding the 
dyke -- if we let the vater pour through -- then vben other organizations and 
infl.u81ltial Je". awoken Olld try to cOllIe to our assi.tance it vill be too late. 

Let us devote ourselves, at this important conference.1 to ways and means 
by which WE) -- eve:r'y one of ue -- can serve our comrwnitles.1 our co-religioniets.1 
and U'.ll" oom.1~ry "Gl:!:r'ougb. intelligent, forceful.1 and Bustained action to hBl.t en 
1deolo,g which '\folild destroy the 1D.oet glorious ll.fe} end page ot history, which 
Jewe have ever known. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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J'tme 1, 1950 

bc10sed 70U w1ll :t1nd a COPT of' the report o:t the Religioue 
and S~o Prognat C.-i ttoo pre • ."ted to tho Sixth Annual. 
Con.:terenoe of' the AmericSZl COUDel1 :tor J'ud.alsm and covering 
the work M _a COIIIII1 tt .. tor pert of 1949-50. together with 
our plaDa ~or the 1amed.1ate :tuture. We earnestly C0IQM7'" it 
to Tour eerloua atad.T. 

This Committe. was organised late in 1949, to 1mp1ement a re­
solution presented by the late Dr. Dartd PhilIpson and adopted 
at the 1949 Conference of' the CounoU. It seeks to stress the 
positive aid8 of' the Amerloa Cotmoll tor J'uda1I1rD. 

"e belleve our work: in the pa.et and plana tor the :fUture 
ahould be ot 1D"ter •• t to TOU. With1n the l1m1tation of' the 
Council's resources in t~cea and personnel. thaT represent 
a signit1cant beginn1ng toward a program whicb we bope to e%­
pa:n4 and whlah we belleve may revive a .Tuda1sm that w1l.1 _in 
be rooted in the Amer1.08D W8¥ ot. ~ •• 

We 1nv1te your he1p and your o.o.natructive sugestlcms :tor the 
better implementation o'l this worL Whe.tber you are a member 
ot the COUllcU or not, 1'8 would be glad to have TOU 100k apOD 
th:1s Conm1 ttee as an agency to assist All who are interested in 
811 American l1lda1em which 18 a logical. deTe10pment o~ Judaism's 
un1nrsa.1 religiOUS values. :tree o~ ·J"ew1sb· nationallsm. 

BSG/SJIII/: c ...,. 

BerDard B. Oradwohl 

S:n""'c&+l .. QQ"~ 
Seme1 II. Baron 



IEPcmT fJF IIELIGIotS AND Sn'/AGmllE COMUT1"EE 
by 

Co-Cha1..nlmL, l!emard S. Gradwohl -- L1ncoln" :Nebraska 

Delivered at tile Sizth Amlual. Nat10nal Ct-n!'erence 
TEE AMERICAIi CCllNCIL FOR JUDAlBM 

G1.be::m. ltote~, Cinc1Jma.ti, Ohio 
l!riday. Apr11 21. 1950 

Cne year a.so this m.onth the American Council for Judaism embarud upon a course 
that may well pro~ historiC not only for tt.e CouncIl but tor .AlIIerloan Judaism 
as ""U. Con8ietent With ite basic ccncept that Judaism 18 a matter of religious 
faith end not of nationality, the Annual Conference of the Council in Chicago 
last April enthusiastically endoreed the inspired pronounceIt8nt of the revel"Bd 
do ... of tt ... _rioan Eoto,.,. rabbinate. tile late Rabb1 Darld Philipson: "The t1mo 
bas coma for •.• a l'9v1tal1zatlen of JudelR111 in Alllerioa.'t 

Rabbi Phil1pson c'lnt1nued: .. must imbue our co-rellg1onlste with "a rIm deter­
mination to build here in ADr1ca a v8.1 of' l1ftJ ••• 88 ..AIDerlcan citir.ens thoroughly 
integrated. into the l.1te of' our c~t17 ,.-rica, and et.eadtaat in devotIon to our 
religiOUS :ta1th, Judaism. Not on the basis ef o3l18tltut1Ds a . separate 'natIonal 
group' J C"r on vague 8eClllar eent1trente, but on tha tirm :foundat1on of a blending 
nf tile ccmplatel;y compat1ble ph1108opll1ee of Judaism and _ricen1 .... Bhould tllo 

Rabbis seek to Bt:rengthen and bring inner eC!lour1t,. to the JewB of America. We sham 
cOEimon reli81ou8 beUefs with those in Israel who are JevBJ but we have no poUtical 
or natlcneJ. r1(1.hta in Or responsibilities to theIr state as they ha~ no national 
cODll8otloD vi th us. " 

Thils resolution concluded: 

"We bolleve. that ezpreselona of OrthodoxJ conservatIve and Eeform 
Judaism free of 'Jewish I natlona.llsm and stressing the universal 
traditiona in our ta1th 81'8 essentIal to the survival tit Judaism in 
_rioa and to cOl1lJ>lsta llt integrated l1ve. tor our co-rel1gion1ets 
hero. To the fullest extent of resources a.va1la.ble for that pur .. 
pose, Ve pledse tba American CO\Ulc11 for Juda1sm to 8.BB1st 1n the 
revitalizat10n of auch tm1verae.l express10ns of Judaism. We reeolve 
that a 00!Dl11tts. of l~n and rabbie be appointed by our national 
8D1cutlvo committee to explore vaye and means whereby' t.h:le ccncern 
for Our :fa1 th lIIiB.Y' be implemented end 8usta.1ned as a part of the 
continuing wcrk ot the Americen Council tor Judaiem. " 

_ Rel1gious and 6 __ COJIm1tta. wae created pursuant to the adopt1on or this 
reeolutlon. We have accepted your mandate to lead the 'W8:1 to'Wal'd a revitalization 
ot Judaism in Alrar1ca. W. ha .... kept up.,armoet in our m1nds that this means a tom 
of Juce..lG'Il. .!,.holly consistent nth the princi'Plee t~ which we :haw subscribed ea 
CO\&1c11 !OO"rlOOXtI -- a Judaism interpret1ns 1teelf as a matter of re11g1t1us faith, 
dev~1d. of-n:e:tional1stio doctrines. It tteans a Judaism. 'Which teaches that va are 
Jews by reaacn of cur attacbme:cta to Judaism 88 our religion; that our sreat 
reUa10n :1J8 a universal one, baaed upon the hallowed watchword, "H8ar 0 Israel, the 
Lord our GQd, the Lord 18 Cce. II It lZ'Ieana a reUgion wh1ch teaches end pree.cl:ee 
tll& •• truths to young and old al1l<e -- trutha which are 1nherontl;y lncompat1ble 
with the tal .. concepts or a "vorldV1da J.V1.h national1em". It 1118""" that we 
actually make "ralj"g1on" religion. 
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But all this implies even more. It means that \.'8 are determined to make sure that 
there shall actually be snch a Judaism. It 1s one thing to Bay that ours is a 
uni .... rsal., prophetic intOI'pretat.ion of Judaism. It is ",,"otter tiling t~ put tl:e .. 
principles into actual practice and foeter a form of Judaism which carries out the 
'be.s10 philosophy to whioh lie have subscribed as Counoil meml:ere. 

For 1 t 1s 1ntolBrab1.e to profess to stand for one thing 81:1: days a 'Week and then 
follow a totally different course on the seventh (the Sabbath). It 1s worse than 
inconsistent to a&.y that our Judalmn 1s a matter of religiOUS faith ar.d then prac­
tlce a Judaism 'Whioh dOBS not square 'With this bellef. It 1s debasing to continue 
DBskly to su.bm1t our children tc. teachings to which we are diametrically oppoead. 
It 18 faint-hearted to fa.11 tc translate our deep-seated convictIons into a con-
6istent and satiSfYing way of lifo . 

Fully appreciating tl1e depth of your feeling on tlIese matters, we ba"" sst about 
to lay our groundllOrk carefullJ and .ver pointing to the final and fundamental. 
cbJectlve of revital1zing J1Jde1AJD 1n America. We are dedicated to a program 
which must be a highly pol!!llthe CDS, en 88iJl'8Bs1ve ODS, 8 ccnseorated one. K\Ull.bly 
'"' predict that it Will produce tlies. threo significant reaults: 

1. It 'Will safeguard and. perpetuate a Juda1B111 of a universal nature 
to which we can conscient1ously eubscr1be as our reUg1CU8 faith, 
free ~ all nationalistic entangl.elD9nta. Thus we will proDlOte 
the Jud.aie:m. t? 'Which we are aevoted. 

2. It will attract """T more ind1vidual.a to tile ronks of the council 
1ndiv1dual.e who h,ve failed to d1scern the counoU's underlying 
concem for Judait:pD &8 a rellglo'ts fa! th and who have wished ftr 
"",zoe open action along tbes. 11nes . This applie. to both ra1>b1e 
end la:1""'n. Thus "" will _too tIie ... lfare of the Council it­
self . 

3. It Will Silence tM voices of our ""satlanta who haw BOUght to 
oonfuss the issues by falsely asserting that the counCil's program 
is cold, negative and anti-religious. l]e 10'111 projeot the Council 
1nto its proparl1sht as the very chmnp10n of Judaism as a rollg1.ous 
force • 

Be much for our leng-xange objectives . Nov, fer our more 1muedis.te program. 

We uve :realized that our full program "Will take t1ma to develop. We wUl have to 
ntOve forward 'frcm step to step, t'rom etreneJth to strength. What.e oonsidered of 
persmount lmportonce "as tl1et we ""lIB a tangible beginning during tte year now 
closing -- that"" chart Our cour .. in tM proper direction end actiually embark. 
Thia we have done. 

After complating the organizatia.n af our c:mmittee we set at work upon a preliminery 
a~ndum . We inoluded, some items to be started at 4000; others to be tmdertaken as 
tmr, SOB. en. Thes. items include the following: TM regular circulation among 
American rabbis of mater1el .reveal1ns the alarming infiltration of "Jewishl

' national· 
1&;.1 iuto Alr.ericen Judaism; the publication of }:'8mphleta, tracts and sermons which 
are tied in With JeWish holydaye end Amort.",," holiday., emphasizing tte universal 
va1~8 of Juda1~ aa applied to life in America; the preparation of re11g1oaa school 
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texts concerned with the h1stQry of Judaism rather than the story of aBo-called 
".Te .... '1sh pecple"; the mak1:n.e of a concerted effort to bring our viewpoint to bear 
U!-Ofl the U,A.H.C. end C.C.A.R. 8tLd other ~1181ouB organ12;atlonsj and the eventual. 
employ:oont of a staff IOOiItbsor, preferably a r abbi, to devote all of his tUle to 
the work of this oOlDll.lttes, wr.en national finances wlll p!rm.1t. 

We are pleased to report material !)l'Ogl'eAB during this f1rst year. 

Our plan of circulating material among An:erlcan rabbis 1s well under way. 'We have 
al.rea.l7 distr1buted tlU'eB pieces of literature which are beginning to impress on 
the A~r1can rabb1U\.t.e the ame.7,ing extent to which "Jewish" nat10nalism has injeoted 
itself into the .ALlerlcan rel1g1oue eC13:l.e. Each distribut10n of literature was 
accompanied by a covering lBtter approyrlate to the occasion. The first mal1ing­
plece, dispatched 1J1 mid-December, was the addreS8 delivered by Be.bbl Elmer Eerger 
at the d1nner ~t1n8 of tbe laat anm'e' conference of tlle come1l, entitled 
"The Immutable Values of a thheraal n.1th". Tba noxt 1II&111n8, in early February, . 
contained a paper delivered b, Rabbi MJrrle Lazaron before the San Francisco 
Chapter of the counc1l, entltled ''Domo lie Be lIeutmU" The last 1JI81Ung-plece, 
forwarded ln mid-March, ......... address deU",red b,y Dr. Loon SakB before tha Mid­
West Ra g1o::.al Confe!'eDOe of the COunc1l in Cleveland, entitled "Jevieh youth and 
Educa tlon 11 • 

On Deoomber 28th we direoted another letter to the American BetOJ'll rabbie, asldng 
whether they 'Would be will1ng to write articles which could be used 8.B guest ed­
itorials 1n the C01U'lCll Nevs. We eug~eted that these ed1torials emphasize the 
universal tradition of Judaism end ita applicat10n to the Uvee of ~ric8n8 of 
the Jewish f'aith. We haVe been reosiV'1lls a surprisingly larBill!l number o-r favorable 
responses and ere lOOking forward to tr.e conaummatlon of this project. 

We have also had some personal oontacts with rabbie and la,men which have reflected 
an increasing interest in the work ot our ooum1 tt.ee • It is putting it conserv­
athe ly to state that the very existence ot Buch a cnJtZe1 tt.e& has quickened en 
interest in the religious field.. Those who deeply feel as we do now find in the 
committee a central force around which to rally and combine our efforts for the 
preservation of a universal Judaism. All thie lende much encourasau:ent for the 
tut.uxe • 

During the course of the ;year we have made contacts w1th the U.A.H.C. and o1"_ber 
religiOUS organizatIons as situatIons have arisen. 

'We ha7e also recelV8Q. con:nnmicatlons f'rum 
1ndlv1dn.ala relating to various matters w!th " .. hieh the con:mlttee is conceZTl8d. 
As s:fg clfic problems 1n th1s field have been encountered by the officers of the 
Council, they have been referred to this cmcmittee for ite consideration. All 
of theBe items are difficult to COver in detail, without unnecessarily encumber­
ing this report, but they compriee a valua':lle contribution by tIE committee which 
should be noted in passing. 

This brings us to the important su.bjeot ot religiOUS Bchool textbOOks concerned 
with the history of Judalsm as our reUgioUB faith. We are del1ghted to rel"'rt 
significan t progrose. Rabbi Allan Tarehish has virtually completed a textbook 
for chIld.."'en in tl-..e upper class8s. RabbI Abraham Cronbach has agreed to work 
upon a second textbook, to be used by yQl..tl'l88r children. Recognizing as we do tm 
tragic slt'latlon existing in the field of ... l1gious school materlal aDd tile imper­
ative need for prompt act1on, we 8J.'e elated to report these developm8nte. 
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Rabbi Tan.htsh baa ldndJy consented to 8nmnArlze the status of hie book. Knov1ng 
your klIen inte!'88t in this venture, we :repoat his oomm1m1 cat10n verbatim; 

"I em happy to present to this convention a SUJrl'Il8.I'l of the book 
'The story of JudAism', which I 8DI. new writing, which proposes to 
be a textb:>ok :for COnf1rmat1.on ClAsses, tor yOUth Groups 1 8Dd 
Adult Study Gt<>upe. 

"Although I em. not a meml:er of the AJterican Como11 for Judaism, 
1 I!IlII. in agreement with 1 ts basic vle~8 about Judaism: tl:at Jews 
in the Un1 ted States are basically a re11giou. eroup; end that 
the gJ:-eatest strength of Juda1sm lisa in ita brOad universal out­
look . Therefore I 8m happy to cooperate with the Council, or for 
that matter 'With any organization, in ocnatruotl va proJeots based 
on this point of view. 

"Tl!&refore, although th1s boo~ refleots onl.y my own point of view, 
I am 'happy t.o l.a-ve had tb& 8DCOUl'868mnt and ad-vlce ot Rabbi Elll:er 
'Bergar, Mr. JI_tUI..UI Grad, and the ReUgious and Synaeogne COIIm1tt.,&e 
of the Amer1can :Jo1.Dlol1 for JudUSlll. 

"T1:e bOOk 'The Story of Judaism' traosa the grovth IUld develo_nt 
of the religion of Judaism, from earl1eot timos to our own day. It 
shove how Jude.ls:n has ch&'GEPd 8Jld. de'V81oped through. the )'Bars as 
a. rrleult of the r&actlon 0:[ Je""'B to the various rroblems and e~r-
1~ncuB of their 11ves. It traces the dewlopment of the feetlva.lJs 
8lld c"'nmn1al.a of .!1.tda1sm, the growth of the God idea from benothe1sm. 
to er....I0,.1,,;al racnotb&!Sl!l, tbe ups and t10Yns of JeWish UDi",rallSlll, end 
considers tl:e problems of our timaa. 

"It sh"'Wi cCll1l'rise "lu>n finally caopleted about 250 _s . Tvo 
drafts have al:ready "been written and I am at work on tile th1rd draft 
which shOUld be the final ono. I hOpe this will 00 f1nislu>d about 
the end of June . At present there at .. 19 chapters lnlt this may be 
modifisd in the final draft. The •• chapters are as follow. : 

'Ckl. one Foot' -- the essence of JudG.1Bl!l as Hillel expressed it, 
end as we COJ"'..ce 1 V8 1 t . 

'In tho BegSnn1ngi -- early 11te end developllentB in the Arabian 
desert, Abr&h8m, and the effects of the Egypt1e.n 8l','Perittnce. 

'Judaidm versus caneen I -- the old l'e11g1on mets up with passn1em 
and other problems of the Promi.ed La.'ld . 

'The Moral ~volutlon: Amos and Hoaea I. 

'Tlu> Meet 'Crucial 150 :1"are in the World : Isaiah snd Micah' • 

'Jeremiah I • 
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'The :Babylonian Ex1le, Ezek:1al, DButero Isaiah, the Psalms, 
The Synagogue' - - Chapters 4 hrough 7 describe tile st"'7 of 
one of t}l..e moet important moral revolutions in the world, tell 
of tile great 11 to."Sry propl!e to, who _red hOJre tile idea of 
the moral :relat1onah:1p between men and men, and man end COd, 
the 1.Dl1veraal1t,y of Cod &nd the brotbrhood at man. 

'Return to Palestine' .-- how acme of the people returned and 
the conflict between lnolat1on1em and universal1sm, the import­
ance of the last sentence of Ruth end why Jonah 1s a whale 0'£ 
8. tale I rather than a tale of a whale. 

'Purim Bl1d Renukah: Pel.'81an and Greek Rule I • 

'Tho Rabbis; \lSSUS, Pa1;1l snd tbe Rise of Christ1an1ty' - ... how 
tile rabbls lald tile :roundatlon tor li .... ral Judai ... , and why 
ChriBtlanlty Bpread. 

'From a Batlen to tile PeOple of tI!e Book' -- the deatruction 
of th& Temple 1n JeruseJem in 70 eE, and tl:Je begjm1ng of maflB 
l.D'l1 vereal education; t.be bu1a of tLa Talmud. 

'The Babylonian Talmui!' -- tI!e sreat baa1a of tmditlonal 
Juda1sm de'V81ops in enCltlier land, 

'JudaiBID. !obvse Westward.' - - new centers in North .Af'r1ca, Italy 
and Spain ODd the sreat golden aeWiah oge of philosophers, poets 
81ld g1.'emma."!"1ana among tl!e Mlslems; the atran8' atc:;;ry of the 
Chazars, the nation that became ccnverted to Ju1&1em. 

~arl.y Chrietian Eul'ope' -- the effect of the Cru.se.d.ea. 

'The Dark Al!1>s' -- the ... an1ng of tI!e Ghetto. 

'Enl1ghtellmOnt ODd ])emocrao;y' - - the beg1nn1nsa or the modern 
see· 

'A }lew Golden Af!I' in the U. S. I .. - r.ew patterns of Juda1em 
and new brldS!'s between, religions in the new world. 

'Zionism' .... 1ta C8.\lSe8, emphasis and tendencies. 

'Wh1tl'..er Judaism I -- what we can expect and achieve. II 

We look aheed w1th distinct. opt1m1sm, and make tbe:se specific recoranendat1ons: 

1. fur expel'il!tnce to date has convinced us that the fi va POints in last year's 
e,s3nd'lXl1 ~,)l"'9 Bound. We recormend the :readoption of this agendum 1n all particulars. 
Silica va heve alread;y """",,rated the.e points in detail,., will not repeat tara. 
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2. We l'8comnend that the contacts with tl:s rabbis be broadened 8Jld intensified, 
being personalized a.e much as pCl'ssiblc by indi v1dual letters and personal confer­
ences seeking their cooperation. 

3· We suggest that in addition to the requests for editorial.s, the rabbis be 
invited to su'bm1t 8l.'ticlss end sermCD.a d.evelcp1ng the thelne of Judaism as a 
universal faith. Emphasis would be placed upon om· deBire for origlnBJ. contri­
butions or unusual applications 01" the principle to var10us phases of AlDerican 
life. Theee articles or sermons could be used in our maiUnga end in BOlte in­
stances in the Comc1l N~ Where fotmd to be of particular lIEIr1t, they could 
be printed and g1 ven special circulation. In aome cases we would undoubtedly 
find that l.'8.bbis have already deUvered sHch Sermons to tl:Je:1r ow congregat1ons 
and would welcolIB tlle opportunity fOr broader dissemination. 

4. We specially racOlJlJlend. that we now begin to make contacts with la-ymen as we 
have been doing with rabbis malllng significant :material and. invlt.-ing cooper­
ation. 

what the l.aymen themselves .-111 do, but because increased lay suppOrt nil alao 
strengthen the _s of lIl8ny rabbis who would like to do more but are not pemltted 
to do so . In ehort) neither rabbis nor laymen alone can do the Job; tOPl'ther they 
carmot faiL 

It gees rtthout saying that this undertaldng should alBa serve to increase our 
..,mbereh1:p. A_ady our COlII!littee has been laying tha groundwork for compiling 
a lUg!) list of non-membel."B to whom 'We' can direot our ma.11in8B . We ate confident 
that this list can be built up to whatever size we JDe.)'" deem. practical. 

5. We should attempt to create a. foroo of counc11 members who Will serve as 
rel1g1otlS school teachers. This obvioualJ' dove-tails w1th our textbook llroject. 

6. We should seek to arran8' meetings at which our 'potnt of" view me.y be presented 
at the diBCueS.1cn clubs of Temples throughout the ccnmtry. 

7. We should encourage laymen to 'Write artioles suitable for use by our cOIlJlLittee. 
Articles written by l.aym!n can have a epecial appea1 1n many situat1ons. 

8. \Ie should urae that bOard ""otinga and annual congregational ""otinlJS be 
attended by those who sincerely believe in the concept of Judaism. as a universal 
faith and vill exercise their votes acoordingly . 

9. We recomnend that an effort be lll&\e to encoursgs the use of pulpit. for s.rmons 
stressing the universal character of Judaism. It should not be necessary for a 
rabbi to wait for a epeoial occasion to deliver such a sermon. Nevert.b81esB, 
certain occasions exist when too subject would be particularly appropriate . ..For 
e::!lUl1ple, nearly aU Reform congregations have a epecial service paying trlbute 
to the l!8mory of 'Rabbi Ieaac Mayer Wise once each year . All too frequently his 
nem is gl.or1f1ed without reference being made to the basic princ1ples for which 
he stood.. Yet it is most 1ntel'esting to observe that these principles ,are :f'und.a­
mentally identical with those set forth by Rabbi lJe.vid Phil1pson in tha very resol­
ution upon 'Which our cOumit.tee came into being. Nor 1s this a lIl8l'8 coincidence as 
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'Rabbi Philipson vas a close colle~ of Rabbi Wl8e end the two Bay 8J'8-t0-818 
as dld aJ.l of their other cOlle8.8tlll!tBJ and l~n as well, in the formation of 
what be~ known as Amerlcen Reform Juda1Bm. 

Thus suoh Bermcne might recall that in 1897 t.be :Rabbinical Conference adopted the 
follov1ng resolution at the BUSfJ'stlon of ita president, Rabbi Ieaac MaJer Wies: 

"yeo reatl1xm that the object of Judaism 1e not politioal nor natIonal, 
but spirItual," 

The resolut1on added that the mission of Judaism. "baa been exp8Dded to tJle; 
pran<>tion _ tho whole _ rece of tho brOad and uni ....... alistic reUgion 
first prool.e.1mod by tile Jowi8h propheto." 

In tho lIebrev ltUon colle", ~m",.' for tho 18ar 1936 Babbi Philipson himao1f 
recordad tho tolloviDg descrlption of tile boaic phi1oeoJ11>7 of Rabbi \oIi .... : 

'''l'hlnldng .. he did o:on~g~~th~lo~~~~~~~~~~ hie CO-l'8l1s1on1eta went 
In his presidential 
1n 1897 he oo1d: 

It vas 1n tA10 semo addross ths.t Rabbi lIi88 referred to US as rOrming on "1ntogra! 
elelll!int" of Amel'loa -- an explltseion vhich .a tho f'orerunner of our own term 
"1ntesvatlon" • 

ABI'lo 1n 1898, 88 Rabbi Philipoon reoorda, Rabbi \oI1as and Rabbi PhiUpson coopor­
atod 10 tile preparation ot tho tollovma basic prlociple adOptod by the ltUon of 
_rleon lie brev consroBl'tiOUB: 

"rhe misBion of Judai'" 10 spirltue.;., not political. Its aiJI1iB ••• 
to spread the truths of religion and ht.aan1tl thro11Shout the world." 

Such decl.arat1ane of princ1ple could be laU1Uplled v1thout JlUIIlber. We !lave quoted 
only the.e rev as tnic"l ar tho fImd .... nto1 philooophy to which Rabbi DaVid 
Philipson, Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise and all of their colleasuea subscribed. A great 
deal of this material i8 available and could be e~reBBlvel» used in eem.one pe.y~ 
the only ld.nd ot tribute Rabbi 11188 would have desired -- a tribu:te not to hie 
n8lIl!t I but to the basic concepts tor wh1ch he stood. and to wh1ch be devoted his 
lite. 

Tile .. n1nB BuggoBtione oonetituto tile prosram'" rec"",""nd for tho year ahead. 
It is en ambitious program, but. one that can be .made to 8UCceed with just a little 
energy, Vision and perseverance. 

It really takee but a moment's retlaction to realir.e that this program IlUBt eucoeer 
if tho ultimate goal of tile Council i8 to be attB1nBd . '/hon va Bay tbat ,., are 
to be """,rlcans of tile Jewish faith, tilers i. de.p ... on1ng 1n .... ry word. 110 
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v111 reach our full goal only when each vord has bean transfOmed 1nto accompllahed 
fact . By "Auerican" we mean that 'We Bloe t o 1nt.egrate int o c.1v1c and coomnm1ty 
a:f'falrs with our fellow ftl!II!Irlcans of all ?eliglons. By "Jev.1eh" lie mean. that lie 

are detenD1ned to preserve for ourselves and our children the Judaism "'e cherish. 
By "faith" we signify that our Judaism must be a mat.ter of rellston -- a un1versal, 
prophetic 1nterpre .. ..ation of Judaism -- a as contrasted with a 
hodSO -podSO of Jewish nat1onallsm. 

-_ . ....,. 

In ehort, it behooves u.e to m.aka certain that t1:ere st..811 actu.ally be a Judaism. 
consistent with the principles to which WI so proudly Bubsoribe as council members .. 
lie must take steps to enlist the cooperation ot .... ry 1nd1 vidual. throusho"t tbe 
country who w1ll Jom with U8 in this sacred cause - - rabbis and laymen al.1loo. 
lis must - end we will - Jo1n 1n the _aI'd ot all tho ... throusl!out recorded 
history who have lifted their yo1css to pe .... tuete a Jnd&1sm hol<llilg eternal values 
-tor all. manld.nd. 

For, after all, \Ie are the American Council ~ J'lda.ism! 

o --
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Dear Rabbi: 

The American Council tor Judaism has been accused o~ tilting at 
w1D4mille in its endeavors to aJ.ert J'en to the Zionist deter­
mination to C&llture the Jewish cOIZIDUDity in America, including 
oomplete oontrol ot our phil811thropiee and J'ew1eb education --
88 well as ot our congregations I!Uld other religiOUS institutions. 
·Counci1 propaganda· was the orr I in the tace ot the most 
1noontrovert.1b~e evidence DOt only ot the plan, but aleo ot ita 
rapidly grow~ rea1ization. 

Bow we ~1nd a ~rom1Dent editor ot the Yidd1eh press also accused 
of tilting at ~Ddm11Je tor &8aert1Qg that Zioniets have tailed 
to eapture the coamm1 ty. Bmpbat1ca.llJ, The liational .JeWish Post 
1neiats that the jewish ooammi ty hae been captured by Zion1e.m 
and 1s DOW ttnd.er i te oontrol. A reprint o~ the Poat adi torial. 1s 
enolo8ed. 

llowever tacUe17 the Post JIII!I.7 argue on both aldee ot a queation 
&8 it may aui t 1 te purpose I the taot reaaine that i te ad! tor has 
now aCKnowledg9d the existenoe ot the very trend which we ot the 
Council have been warn1n.g againet &.ll along -- and tor which we 
have been 80 violently attacked. The Poet ie confident that 
Zionist control ot the J'ewish community .. ill expand even more in 
the next decaae aa the old guard of non-Zioni8ts relinquish even 
the tew places they now hold ot importance 1n American Jewieb 1iLe.-

We earneat17 invite your attention to the enclosed Post editorial. 
OUr purpoae here 1a not to deba.te whether Zionist oontrol o"! the 
Se.lIIh oOOllJOIli ty :1a good. or bad. W. do neh to oall 70ur attention 
to this editorial. oorroboration. ot the fact that it erlets. 

It 1. p&rt1oul8rlT important that the rabbi. who are opposed to 
Zionist hegelllOlq' over a oorporate Sewieh ooumani tJ be aware that 
th&t hegemoD7 i8 0108e upon ua. 

Ver,r 81noerelJ yoars, 

~ .. ".Jl~l .. QQ"~ 
Samuel B. Baron 
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Mr. Danzis rrlts At Windmills 

M"RDECAl M. Danzla. editor. of the Day. 
Y'Jddlsh dally newspaper, has resumed 

his comments on the U, S . Jewllih community 
with the assertion that the Zionists have lost 
the battle for ~ntrol of that community by 
allered IaiIure to follow Hen!'s dlarge to "cap­
ture the communiUes." 

According to World WIde News Sexvlee, Mr. 
Danzis sees the results of this "failure" in the 
atUtllde of the weltare lunds toward Jewish 
education and the attembt of the w~ fundS 
to "sdze eo8'tl'oJ" of the United Jewish Appeal. 
What other deklterlous errects of this refusal 
01 the Zionists to blast the non-Zl·onlsta and the 
anti·Zionists out at .J_lah oommunity ute Mr. 
Dam:ls sees, the WNS does not leU us. 

But the mystl!t')' 01 kow a man can so rm.. 
read the developing even" 10 the J.merlcan 
IN-ish community is IMItcb~ only by the 
&aIJ::Ie JDall'.s perslstent attempt to labd • m · 
tory for the Zkm1sta as • cSN'eat. 

ut's look at lhe record. 
Mr. Rip Van Winkle Dlnzls, aecordln, to 

WNS, names two a~ in ... bleh (be Zlcmlats 
have suJrered defeat-the United Jewish Ap­
peal and Jew-lab EducatJan. 

The reeord ahows--ln respect to the ftrst 
Item- that at the recmt Genera], Assembly of 
the Cou."ldl 01 Jewish Federation'S and Welfa;re 
Ftmds in Wuhittgton, D . c.. tile ZlOblst:a 
&topped the CJFWF cold wbm 'L attempted to 
K't up a blueprint .10. a future national Jewish 
campaign macblnery. The POST argued that 
thls was not an attempt to take ever the WI.. 
but the Zionist Jet.dersbip whkh knocked It out 
once and for all Interpreted the move other. 
wise and won the aght on that basis. 

That event Is the ,only curren't development 
aWecting the UJ'A nationally, 

N ow let '.s look at the n:cord 00 a loeal.levd. 
In Chlcaa:o, the UJA has Just received the­

best pre-campai21\ eommlttment it has: ever 
receIved lrom that Jewish community. which 
Incidentally is eonlroUed by the elements wb1cb 
Mr. Danzls sees hldin.r unclu tile bed of the 
Ame:riean Jewish community. 

But what about Boston, what about Los 
Angeles. what about CIeve:land,. what about 
hundreds of other Jewisb communities where 
the ZlonJsts. by cleve:rly exerUne their strength 
at the proper plact:s. have actually become the 
masters and where:---even when they do not put 
in their own :man as pretldent.--are always 
given decisive coralderstion wlten important 
decisions.are made:! 

The answer Is obvious. 
Because the Zlon1sts did not throw out the 

old guard bodIly .from the Jewish community, 
because the Zionists at the tocal level realize 
they have to live with th~r Jewish <:Ol1earues 

day in and day out and accepted thost! col· 
leecues as part of the community, even in spite 
of 1requent.and bitter dlaagreements-Mr. Dan· 
zll is unsatisfied. And he therefore pastes the 
labe:J. of defeat on what is in eJrect 1& remark· 
able "Yictory, and ODe which historians will 1l8e' 

.. euldlng the:mes in thm reports on the see· 
and qua.rter of the 20th century In the Amen· 
ean Jewish community. 

The victory of the Zionists ls f!!Vf!D more 
clear-cut on the issue of Jewtsh eduC2tlon. 

Heretofore Jewbh educatlon was the almost 
exclUBlve province of a small group of usually 
atnuent zealots who provided for the 6nancIaJ 
needs of Jewlsb education by • haphazard pro­
rram af dues, 01 iu1ves, of bazaars and simDar 
teclullques. They guarde:d the Talmud Torah .. 
their own acllaol and looked upon 2DY outside 
UI1ataDoe .. interference, and. with an attitude 
01: b C; ausplcion. 

But by 'AOW there II; banl4' a J~ commu· 
1l1ty wbeI1e the major support for Jewish 00'" 
cation does not come from the wetr.are funda 
and these dollars ate not eschanged for con­
troL 

Jewish edueatioa i.s UttdeT the control of the 
aurvlvalist elemmt in the Jewish eQrQlnunity. 
Cblldrf!D of the lurvi¥a11st ele:ment almost ex· 
ctuslve:ly part:a1te of tbil Jewiab educ.tkm, Yet 
llke the. SlIipport by .u dtizms of tbe ~ 
community of the flablle aehool S)'atem.. the 
Don-Zlonisb lind the Rd'orm elements support 
that Jewish education 100 througb their con· 
"tributions to the welfare funds. 

'l"lme will not mareb baekward, even 101' 
Mr. Dam:Is and his Ioriom efforts to find an 
Issue where .none exlsta. '!be Zionlat control 
of the American Jewistl community, as much 
as It has mushroomed in the last few years. 
wlU expand even more in the nat c:1ecade. as 
the old guard 01 non-Zlonllts relinquish even 
the few plact:s they DOW hold of lJIlportance In 
American Jewish llfe. 

Actually, tb'e W:tory of the Zionists Is al· 
most complete. 

'l11e I!ght is now over. The POST can weD 
understand any newspaperman's relisb for ~ 
opening the wOlmds :so that the tlow of blood 
can be reported once apin. 'but fortunately 
for the future of the American Jewish commu· 
nHy. and fortunately for ZIonism, Mr. Danzis 
la 25 years late. His weird calls to the ZIon­
Ists to revive their old opposition will 1lnd 
neither group marshalllne Its fort'ft. 

The Amedean Jewish community of toda:y 
Is united as never before in the task of bUlld­
Ine a creativt! Jewlah croup in the United 
States, It will tight its battles against real. Dot 
lmapnary opponents, Mr. I.)&nziJ to the COD' 
trary notwithStanding, 



Ri!PC1I'l' OF Co!~·!l'Pll!il! C!I RllLIGI()(B AND SlNAGOO1lJS PROORAMl 

Ih this Colml1ttee 1a first annual report to laat year's COnference of the Counc11~ 
telUng of the previous year's act1vities and c::als, reference vas. reveTently 
mde to tile resolut1on by tile late Rabb1 David " hi11peon "Moo bad insp1red tile 
formation and the t'unct1on of the coDmittee en Bel1g1ou.e and. Synagogue PrograJlll. 
Dr. Philipsonfs resolution had been enthusiastically adopted ldth this stroog 
pledge of support: 

""18 believe tbat e:z;prsss1ons or Orthadox, Conservative, and Refo:rm 
Judaism free of 'Jewish I nat10D8l1am and stressing the un1 versal 
trsditlone in our faith are eBsent1al t o the survival of Judaism 
in _1'1C& and to completeq integrated 11ve. tor our oo-ra11g1on-
1.ete here. TO the fullest extent of' resources available for that 
purpose 1 we pledss the American council for Judaism to assist in 
the rev1tal1.zat1on of such un1vsl'Bal expressions of Judaism. We 
resolve that a comn1tteo of la;ymen. and rabbis be appc1nted by our 
national e:recut1"" com:n1.ttee to explore V8.1B and means whereby 
this concern for our fa1tb. lr.B.y be 1mp1.emeuted and eusta1ned as a 
part of the COllt'ml1ng work of the A1I!erlcan COUnc1l tor Judaism.. II 

In pursuance of thie mandate, JOUr Committee I:ae continued and expanded dllr1ng 
th8 past ;year the program and projects conca! ved and launohed t'W'O years aeo upon 
tlle adoption of this histOric resolution. 

I 

We"'ha'Ve ·cont1mled With the previOUS year's practioe of periodIC mall1nee to all 
the members of the Central Conference of Alrertce.n Rabb1s J :forwarding eomo pertinent 
documen~ along w1th a;n approprla:te covering letter over our Signatures on COmn1ttec 
statIonery. 

( ~) Shortly a:f'ter 'tUB year's ctmm1ttee was const1tuted, follOwing the 
1950 Conference of the Council in Cinc:1lmatl, Ve used as our ma.1l.1ng­
piece a copy of the repOrt of the 1S49-1950 CODm1ttee on ReligiOUS 
and Syne.gogu,e Programs which had been presented at that 8IUDlal lIieet­
ins. We felt that th1.e '188 an approprtate and t1melJ' ve:y of 1nsngnr_ 
at1ng our DeW year's actiVity, thrcush the point of contact f'uIu1shed 
by the first year f s recC'rd. 

(2) Cur f1rat lr.O.11.ing last fall contained a cOpy .f tbe re.olut:1one 
adopted at the C1nc1xma.tl COnfdrence of the COunc1l. Sent out be:tore 
the begtym1Dg o}- our religious New Year" those resolutIons and their 
preamble provided a most fittillg end 86lf-explanatory restatement of 
"the un1 venal 1deala. which, for UB, are JudAism" -- a quotation :tram 
tile pr ..... ble "hich bao_ tile t1tle of tba leaflat. 
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(3) In October we forwarded the thousht -,;?rovoldng Beries of s1x lectures 
delivered at Hunter college b,.. Rabbi Elme:r :Berger, entitled "A R1stor,r 
of Juda!sm." These Were moet attract1 vely printed end enclosed "in a 
convenient portfolio, with a general introduction prepared by ;your 
two co-chalnr.en. The subJeots of Dr. J3er8\9r's lectures are: 

(a) "Judaism - AD Hist Orical Ou.tl1D.e. 
Where Did Jews an.i u .!,dalem C~ From?" 

(b) "HO" Did Jews COlIa To Balie .... In en.. God! 
The StTU8!!J." Aga1nst stnmce Code ." 

(c) "The RebelB .;ho Changed The World. 
The P1'OJihetB of Judaism. ri 

(d) "Wbat He.:ppene-a To Juda1em In The Ghetto, 
The Forced Betreat to Segregation. II 

(e) "Emeru:1pat1011. 
The DilBlIIIIla of Nat10nality .... Relig1Q." 

( f) "Judaiam For """ric,""" of JeY1sh Feith. 
IntegratIon VB. Gbettolzatlon. Ii 

(t,.) The follOY1na month"" dietributea. a challeDging paper by Dr. JlJ>raham 
Cronba.ch, Professor Emeritus of Jewish SocIal StudieB at the Reorew 
Un10n co1lege, on "JudaIsm as a :Religion. II 'fhough representing hie 
own hie:hl¥ original pomt of n.", the 1dees IUld quest10ns ra1sed by 
Dr. Cronbech al"eiB merit thoughtful attent1on. At J."ast, that 1s 
hov ,our co-cha1liaen felt about circulAting tl:e 'Work of a ~r ot 
the1r awn COIIm1tt .. - -- so fraught W1;;}> profound 1ns1ght into Juda1em 
and !:nto the e:z:penenee of religion in gener&l 1s everything that 
issues from his great mind and soul. 

(51 This d8DUary va Bent out reprints of a letter to the editor of 
The Nell YOrk T1Jr.es by Mr. lessing J. 'Rosenwald .. published on J8.mlary 
7 ~ 1951. In terms of a specific SituatIon, it outl1Ded the approach 
of tt.e .American Council for Judaism towards the rel!g1OUB 1n!pl1cat;1ona 
oJ: the lerSOl' quesUon mwlv:lng the relBt10Dem.p of Amaricana of 
Je'W1sh 1'8.1th to tlle State of Israel. The cleer inferences of this 
letter 'Were that lIlQre 1s inVOIVBd in that re1e.t1one!lip than mere 
fOrmal political attachment to, or separat10n from, I81'881. The 
religiOUS integrity of Ametlcens of' Jewish fe.1.th .1s alao inv:>lved. 

(6) Lest month "0 mailed to the Rabb1s a reproduct1on of an editorial 
from The NatIonal Jewish l'oet cot Februa17 23, 19:51. The American 
'Council for Judaism 1iaa been accused of tl1.t1Dg at w1ndm1Us in its 
ehdeavore to alert JeVEI to the Zionist determ1natlon to capture tte 
JevlBh cOmmmit;rin America, including complete centrol of our phil­
anthropIes and Jewish education -- as well as cf our congregations 
Bnd other religiOUS instItutions. "COUncil. propaganda" was the cry, 
in the face of the most 1ncontMVert1 ble endence not on1.y of the 
plan, but also of 1 ts rap1dlJr growing realization. 
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Now Ve find a pI'CIll11.nent editor of the Yidd18h pres8 also aocused ot tilting a.t 
'W1ndm:111s for asaert1nS that"""Z1cn1sta hava fa1lsd to captUre the co""mn1 ty. 
Ebtphat1callj, The National Jev1Bh Post insists that tbe: JeVish commmtty has 
been captur .. d by Zionism and i. now UDder it. control. 

However faoilely the post may argue on bOth sides of a question as it may suit 
lt~ pirpgBe, t1le faotx:em&1ne that its editor has now acknowledged the existence 
of the very trend whioh Ve pi the C0un011llave been 'We.m1ne Against all along -­
and for which VB ha",,- been 80 violentl.;r "ttac."d. 'l'lle Post i8 confident thet 
Z10nfst control of the JeWish commm1ty "Will. eXjl5nd evenmol"e in tlle next decade 
88 the eld guard of' non-ZiOfdsts l'9Unqu1Bh e1'e1), the :fev 'places they nov hold 
of impOrtance in American Jewi8h Ufe. fl 

CUr purpose here w'aa n.t to debate v1lether .ztoru1lt control of the Jew;1eh co.l:llllUn1.ty 
ls' good or bad. Wet did Vieh to call attention to We editOrial corrobO-ll8tlon of 
the f'Bct thet it ox1ote. It 10 particularl.;r "I.mportant that tile Rabbio who are 
opposed tv Zionist l:iegeJJlPIl3 ,aver a oorporate Je..,lab. oOllJllUlity be avars that the 
.he~ is close upon us. 

n 

In an effort to blpleJDeDt one or the recotqnertde.t1ona in last year's report of 
this" COmnlttee, although it masnt that we would be turt.aor ovarbu.rden1ng oureelvea, 
VB recentl.;r tool< on ~"40li of tr;rinl! to ..,." can_to with J .. wish l.a7llleIl ... "ell 
as With Rabb1s. Acc_rd1ngq, last month we addressed a cons1derable number ot 
such individuals in. the-8l'~ter NeW york 01tya.rea, enclosing c_plee of the ed1to'r-
1al from The Nat1f'Dal Jewish l'ost which we had sent to our Rabb1n1oal mB1l:1.na; lie-t. 
It Ie too early" to apprQ.le8 results; but we are 8Ve.1ting reactlons to this latest 
experimental proJect. 

III 

Your co-chalrmen-u'Ve 8881n in'vited members of our CO!I!n1ttee, both lay- and 
Rabo1n1oal, as well as o'there ,interested, to BUlmdt -artioles for pu.l>lioat1on in 
'l'lle C<UnciI lie"s, In "'epine; With this .. tfort, a bellutH"uJ.l.y inop1r1D&. "New 
Year M:tS86.68'i by one ot our C'olmdtteo members - ,- Rabbi. '\lill1am H. F1neshr1bor -­
vas publ1ehed 1n lAat September's issUe. The No¥&mber issue featured P~fessor 
CTOnbach'e article on "Judaism. as a Religion" 'Which was t.hesubject of our 
KPibb1n1caI; mall1ng that month. A re-read1Il8 or thil!l &TtlcJ.e is sure to 1::1& a 
rewara10g experience; and We knew tl:lBt Dr. Cronbaoh himself 18 devoting muoh 
further thOUght to tho oubJect, ... evidenced by an adden[um ho hao recentl.;r 
forwarded to us. 

IV 

We are ple ..... d to he able to report further progreoo in the impOrtent field of 
reUsiouo textboolao. 

(1) We ha .... enJoyed participatine; in t ... preparation for pubUcation of 
Rabbi Bersar's series of lectureS' on A History of' JudaIsm, 'Which va 
circulated to our Rabb1n1cal ma1Uns list last October. We are 
indeed happy to 8mlOUnce the torthcom1.ng publication of tb1e series 
in book form. As 'We said in our int:rodu.ct.ton to theBe leoturee: 



, 
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''l-le of the Rellgioue and Synagogu.e Program Comn1ttee o~ 
the American Council for Judaism present them in this 
published form-oecauee We bel1eve they #111 a need in 
contemporary Jewish lalovled8&. T:!:!.ey demonstrate the 
antiquity and .... lidity of the religioue "" aga1net the 
nationalist tre.d1t1on and interpretat10n of Jews and 
Judaiem • . Tiley do not den;y -- in fact they admit --
the eXistence of a nat10nalist trad1t1on and interpretation. 

"It io important that Jeva reCOgnize and underetand both 
of these trad1 t10na in, end interpretat10D8 ot, the1r 
history. Cnly against such an u:ulerstan.ung or the past 
can Jews today comprehend all that 10 in..,b"d in the 
profound differencee of opinion which prevail about 
Itodern problems affeoting them particularly as Jews. 
Understand1ng the backgrounds of present d1 vergent view­
pOints, Amer1cens ot JeWish f'a1th IlI8.J' be helped to chOOse 
bet_n the .. two wa;ys of life being Offered them, .ach 
With its own pattern of Ju@.iam _ With its own formula 
for the relat1cmah1pe ot Jeva to JeWS and of Jew to men 
and waren of other faitha. 

"This series 1s not presented as ome1al policy of the 
AIr:erican COunc1l for Jud.a1sm.. Obviously, it 18 not pollcy 
of any Idnd. But it 10 fitting that the Council, which 
has BO consistently' reJected the nationalistic conception 
of Jews and Juda1sm, should sponsor this publicat1on ..•. 

"Appeartng 'lmder the suap1cea at the COUnc1l ' s COIllll1ttee 
on Rel1g1QU.8 and S,nagogue Programs, this seriss of s1x 
lectures on the history of Jud~ 1s herewt th offered 
for wider reeding and study. It 18 especially comnended 
for USe by Rabbie, rellg10ue school teachers, adult 
study groups, ~gh school. and Confinr.a:tj,on claeeea, c01.108& 
and Hillel. ]'oundat1on discuss10n groups} Am&r1ean Council. 
tOT Jude.1sm chapter meet1nge, aJld ZIonist organizations." 

(2) o..r next repOrt of prog=eBo 10 With regard to The Story Of Judaiom, by 
Rabbi All.an Tarsh1eb 7 a textboolk for conf1:nr.s.tion cl.aeees, youth groupe, 
and. adult study groups. '!'he book is now completed; what rema.1ne 1s the 
final reading end 'pOliBh1n8 of the manuBcript. It must be made clear 
that, although the COuncil has oncourag"d Rabbi Tarehioh in the writing 
of this book, 1t is entirely and exclusively hie own interpretation 
and work. 

The book 1s not a history of a uJew1eh people" but af -TudA1em. CIrle 
of ti:e .most em1nent of contemporary JeWish educators ll¥ stated that 
the book "ia a history of the Jews With spec1al referen~ to religion." 
Ms "special re:fe:rerlOe to religion" 1e the element in which the 
.AJte.r1can COUnc.1l for Jttda1sm, and part1cul.erly our Com::11.ttee on 
Religioua and ~ I'rc_, has been 00 "rl.tally interested. 
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Eve17 effort w1ll be mt1de to expedite the publication of th1s book 
end to effect 1ta w1dest d1str1bution. 

(3) \le hava been in touch \11th Profecsor Cronbach with regard to his 
plena -for preparat10n of a religious school textbook designed for 
children in the lower grades. Thie 18 a project U::-at announced 
by our CcIlll1 ttee 1n 1 te report a ]ear ago. 'We are hoping that the 
actual "WI'1 ting may be undertaken at an early date. Noedless to 
say, tl:ds textbook and the one by Rabb1 'rarsbish -- as 'Well 8S 

Rabbi Berger's forthcomlilg book -- will help to f1ll a long-felt 
need for study material eRliba e1£1Dg the reliGiOUS rather than the 
natlonaJ.1st1c 1nterpretatloa o~ ..Jiat'A.18ll. 

v 

The signIficance ot the progress of these boob beC~8 e'geD IZDnt striking when 
considiJred along with amther proJect in which our ()::Iz:c1~ he.a been cooperat1ng. 
We refer to the critIcal eD",dnation ar.d analysis of'the textbook material now 
,,""1labls "to reUg10U8 schools. s_· or the Irel:lbers or our COlIIIl1tteo ha .... served 
as volun"'teera in the eval.:Jat1on ot these textbooks . Msmbera of the Counc1l staff 
have directed this d1fi"1cult project and hA"V8 devoted a t~ndou8 amount of 
constructive york toward it. rru1 t1on. It 1. grat1~ that the "8'nda or this 
aIn.:..lal Conference includes a panel discussion o'f th1.s very quest1on, 'Which is 
certain to produce some extrel!8ly interesting findings and conclusions. 

VI 

Your Con:m1 ttee has also been 1nterested in an 1I:!portant project undertaken recentl.y 
by Rabbi Irving F . Reichert on tke retreat of Rotorm .Tudaism f'rom i te original 
bas1c prtnclples I!Ind its regression end 8U~:;,~r to a s,urlous -.TaVish'! nat1onaJ..1ElL 
It 1s 12IOt'e than a mere COincIdence, therefore, that Rabbi Re1clJert's Sabbath Eve 
eermm at this Con1"erence 1s entitled IIJud.a1eo. in Eclipse: The Eetra;yalof an. 
Historic Mission." 

VII 

Not tl:e least phase of our a8s1grm:.ent has been a cont1.mtous counsel.l:1ng as to the 
affa1re of our Comn.1ttee" very particularly 1ncluding a larse 8lIDunt of' correspond­
ence -- With" the writers of letters concel"DBd vith our Rabbinical ma.ll1.nge; cantactE. 
involving the other Comnittee :functiO!lS "We have-,;>epecif1cs.ll.y enwr.erated; and 
cOilmub1eatlons from individuals concerning a variety of n:e.tters fall.1ng Vith1n 
the· Slneral orbit 01" our COJl!lIdttee. The co-chal~n of your Conm1ttee have bad 
D.\lIIl8rous and prol~d conferences 'With each other throughout the course of the 
year, as weIl as period1c exc~s of correspondence 'With all of the ::uembera of 
the COIZm1ttee. We have aleo acci.WUlated such a thick f'1le of correspondonce nth 
the-·national officers ana staN' of the Council as to make us 'Wonder whether We 1IIJ.7 oJ 

bave worn. ou.t our welcome ..nth them; but the1r ever understanding and helpful 
cOlllllUD.1catlone would 1m:1ediately allay any such sus;>lcIons. 

VIII 

We come no'W to the recoI:lllendat:10na we shOUld like to make for future action: 
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(~) Firat of all, ... reco ... that the eo-1ttee on Rellg10ue and 
S,nagosue Programs be mtthorized to cont1nue those activities 
and projecte alread,y be1ng carried on. 110 partlculArq eu_.t 
en e%p8llS1on or the contacts al.read7 beSLm Y1th la,.,n; since 
YO are -nlJ consciouo of tho tva-toM nature of tbe taok before 
us, llnolv1na Rabb1. and 1A_ al1ko. Thi. io Vell e_l1fied 
in the "''7 compo01tion of our Oomn1ttee _rohip and 1n the 
obsr1ng of tho cO-olIa1rm111l11hip betvoen a Rabbi and a ~. 

(2) We reCOlllllOnd the creation of a st1ll lA.rssr force of Council 
:a::embere w.bo Will serve as re11&1O".18 school teaol:lers. Thia 
obrtoualy dove-tailB W1tl1 the _:a e1't7 ~r 'tetter rel1g1oua 
school textbook material, which ., ba"8 al..ready d1ecueeed in 
Ws report. 

(3) W. roc nd that efforto be _ to &rraIl8I program at which 
our point of Viev ~ be presented at dlllCU8ll1on groupe or other 
appropriate _t1nSB within oonsrolP"t1aaa throushout the count'7. 

(4) lie rec rvl that board -t1nSB and ",,_, __ tional _t-
1nSB be _thtUllJ attended b;, all _ vb<> 81J1cereq belle ... 
in the coacept ot .Tudai& eo a un1",raal rel1g1on and who Will 
exercise their votes accord1nglJ. 

(5) W. rocOlDllond a peroi.tent endeavor to ODCOUnlfIO the UB8 of 
pulpits for ae'lWma etres81Dg the 'l.I'..i"fttraal character ot JudaiBDl. 

(6) We colllDOlld the excellAnt record ot Council _bore in their 
attendBnce at the reUgioua services ot the congregations to 
whioh the;, belong; and "" are proud ot the1r leadership in 
congresatlonal Ufe as presidents I aecretar1_, trustoell, etc. 
We reccamend that aJ.l. COunc1l IIelllbera dedicate the-eel-veB to 
.... n more active partic1pation in the1r 0_gat1onal affaire 
and rel1g1ouB serv1.coe. 

(7) 'We reCODl!lend 'the eventual emplo;ymsnt ot a stat1" _ml:er, preforab17 
a Rabbi, to devote all ot h1.s time to the work or this OomDd:tteo, 
as BOon a.e national f1n8nceB Will. per:m1t. We deeply reel that 
the function of thi. comld tteo 10 eo important that the po •• ib1l-
1. ties :(or goOd are l1m1 ted on.Q'" by t.he amount o~ finances and the 
peraOllDel which can be eOlDldtted to this 8881a;nment. 

********** Wi, as C<nmc11membere, have subscribed to the fundamental concept that we are 
J .... b;, virtue of our r.llgious faith. But 1t 10 one ti11nB to say that aura 1s 
a un1wraal, propbet1c interpretation ot Judaism. It 18 quite another t.h1.n8 to 
put those principles into actual practice and rooter a tono of Jud&1em whicb 
earr'188 out the bas1c philosoph;, to which We have ded1cated oureel .... as Council 
members. It 10 toward Ws and that the onergie. of the Comnltteo on Rellgioue 
and 5_sue Programs must be conetantq directed. 
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let us, then, take Btepe to enlist the act! ve support of every indi vidual throush­
out the couhtry who 'W11l Join "With us in tbis great causa. le-i; u.s remain faithful 
'to "our sacred obligation to perpetuate a mature and un! vereal Judaism holding 
eternal values for aU rrenld nd • 

Respectfully Bubmitted, 

CO-chairmen 



I'ltOM TH£ .,.UDY 0 .. 

RABBI ALVIN I. FINE 
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COpy - ---
Rabbi Elmer Berger 

Rabbi Alvin I. Fine 
The Congregation Dnanu-El 

Arguello Bculevard and Lake Street 
San Fr:lneisco 

Jan1lar7 4, 19S2 

c/o American Council for Judaism 
201 East S7th street 
Ne;~ York City 

Dear Rabbi Berger. 

COP! - ---

Recently, roe received a lcttE"r !rorn a friend at 'tM; Hebreu11nion College, advising 
us of certain statements cade at a meeting of the 4cerican Council for JudaiSln, at 
the Alms Hotel~ in Cincinnati, on Deceaber 4th last. '5ince receiving that first 
letter, TIe h!lve received similar information trom several other people who Ttere 
prescnt at the aaetine_ 

From these reports, it appears th!lt, in 8tat~ the oiljectives aDd. deacribiJ'l.g the 
techniques of the """'ric"", Council for Judaic in it. cupe.1gn to delete e.ll0H.1ly 
"objectionable ll passa;cs from rC'ligioWl school textbo$a, or to coerce rabbis t..., 
change those textbooks, !"Ou said that at Congregation JPanll-!l in San Pt"n.nciJeo liS 
Zionist rabbi TI.1S broueht to the point !1here he had to 1IA respoll81ble to his !'cam 
of Trustees in respect to textboo!';s." and that he vas "forced" to exclude certalll 
textbooks and coerced into deleting certain "ottansive. or .obJectionable" pa~saQlB' 

The only fragment o~ truth in these .t.o.monts 1. that the rabbi referred to is a 
Zionist. 

We are m-iting this letter to brand everythin3 else. in your steteroents, as report­
edabove, to be complete fabrication and utter f'alsebood. You would do well to 
refrain !rom repeating them. You r.ould do better to exercise a measure of res­
ponsibilit.y and show a concern for tnlthfulnesa in your stateaents, Either you 
are responsible for these false statenenta or you have been sadly misinformed, In 
either case, kno-:dngly or in ignorance, y,-,u arc responsible for repeating false 
statements publicly. In doinj: so, you have misled your audience and abused the 
truth. 

In our Religious School, we use the textbooks and pt:blications of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, and we are guided by their recOl:lmended curriculum. 
In the sever3.l years that we have ooen with this Congregation, we have excluded no 
textbooks and we have deleted no passaees labeled as Jtoffensive" or "objectionable" 
by the American COuncil for Judaism. 

1s rabbis, our policies are detemined and our &flairs are conducted in the bost 
interests of Judaism and the congregation we serve, In our rabbinical service. 'ITe 

have not been and we shall flat be influencecl or coerced b7 pressure trom the 
American Council for Judais~. 

w. are sending oopies of thi. letter to MI1Y of our collea~ues in the Central Con­
ference of .~.merican ltaboiS, 80 that if they have already ,beard your statacents, as 

-_ . they were reported to us .. our friends will know that these stateaents are false; 
and if you should be irresponsible enough to repeat these statements in tho future, 
ov .eel' eagnee will be .fo~ by' the truth. 

Sincerely, 

a.bb1lleyer Beller 



THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ... CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION . . • NEW YORK 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
2lll.9 E. Kenwood Blvd., 
Milwaukee II Wis. 

Dear Herbert.. 

OjJia _/,b< Pmidm,: 

CLIFTON AVENUI . CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

April 29th, ~952 

I haTe just gotten back to w;r deak aDd found ,.our letter wb1ch 
was received. OD April J...4th . SoMUat ago so_one else wrote to .e about the 
...... matter, and this is what I .....,.04. 

"If you read the actual cont.ent3 or the greetings lilich I vas re­
quested to •• nd, you will .ee that til.,. ,.."..e iIrteDded to underline the 
- for Juc:la1Sl1. part of the .American Council far Juda1.sm. 

I took the greetings almost word ror word from the message I de­
livered to the e.C .A.R. l.ast June. There is not a single sentence 
or vord in these greet.1nge which I do not believe in and which I 
would nat be prepared to uphold before arrr group an;ywb.ere, and I do 
not wi tbdrav a singl.e word. 

It bas been JZtY feeling that 8lfT group ot Jevs that lGnted a message 
trom me with regard to what JUdaism 1s or should be, was entitled to 
such a message, without that 1Dd1cating rrq approval ot the group. I 
cannot as bead of the College-Institute declare in e1'fect to be out­
side the scope of Judaism those vho sa;y they are Jews and espouse 
Judaism. I cannot have converse onlJr vi th those Jews I like and refU5e 
to have cormmnication with those Jews whose fears are alien and whose 
orientation is obnoxious to me. I do not belleve in berea'" 

On May 16th I shall be speaking at a conference on ·Creative 
Jewish Living" being h~d b7 the Z1nn1st Organization of AlIerica at the 
Hotel CClIIIDodore. If you are present in New York on that ~, I should 10'18 
to see you. 

With warmest regards, I aID, as ever, 

5,incerely yours, 

Nelson Glueck, President 
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Mr. Morris Kazan 
Empire Building 
710 N . Plankinton Avenue 
Milwaukee 3. Wisconsin 

My dear Mr. Karon: 

COpy 

May 16,1952 

I am ~n receipt of copy of your letter addressed to the Trustees 
of Temple EmaDu- El. You state. among other things, uI intended to make 
the following suggestions and comments" . From a reading of your letter 
I do not understand what you wish to be done with your letter. Since a 
previous engagement prevents you from attending the annual meeting, do you 
wish your letter read at the meeting? Please let me know at once. 

With respect to point #7 of your letter. which is critical of m.e 
personally as chairznan of the meetings, I wish to state that your statem.ent 
is without the slightestioundation of fact.. Insofar as I am concerned 
personally. all meetings that I have conducted have been on a democratic 
basis~ despite frequent attempts at heckling. At no time did I. as chairman of 
any meeting. refuse- to accept a vote. It may be true that upon taking a vote 
upon the question of retiring a Rabbi. that there was one dissenting vote, and 
that I, out of consideration to our Rabbi. suggested that I would prefer a 
unanimous vote,. That was done in the interest of decency to our Rabbi. If 
you wish to criticize that. yeu are welcom.e to do so, but you cannot characterize 
it as a refusal to accept a vote. I don't mind telling you that I resent exceedingly 
your statement "The chairman refused his vote by asking for a unanjmous 
"Ja' vote and thus sham.i.ng the objector from voting as he desired". I iully 
understand the implication in ~ueh statement, particularly where 'you'J' letter 
indicates that you took the word "Yes" and wrote over it the word "Ja". You 
know what that word means, and so do I. and. I can ouly characterize its use 
in connection with Temple affairs as contemptible. This chairman knows 
how to conduct a rpeeting and needs no lecture from you that I should be neutral 
while acting as chairman. 1 am. also fully aware of the fact that if I, as chair:m.ap., 
wish to argue a matt-er that 1 should take the floor as a member. I do not need 
to have you give me a lesson as to how to conduct a xneeting. nor what the duties 
of a chairman are. What 1 am saying here is my personal opinion with respect 
to yo= point #7 • 

BFS/mas 
DELIVERED 

ce. George P . Ettenheim 
Charles L. Goldberg 
Marvin Kohner 
Rabbi Herbert Friedlnan 

Very truly yours. 

lsi B. F. Saitzstein 
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!.lay 26, 1952 

Dear Friend: 

You _y haw noticed our open letter which recently 
appeared in tbe 'Wisooosin Jewish Chronicle", dealing with our 
torthcaning meeting and the reasons why we cannot hold it at 
the Temple. Nonetheles., I want to particularly direct your 
attention to this significant event, which will take place in 
Itil.waul<!!e on the evening of WednesdaY. June.,Jl. at the 
IIilwaul<!!e Country D!ly School. 6255 NaMlJ &anto Ilon1ca Boulevard. 

the YOIlDg ~la' s Section of the Chicago Chapter of 
the .American Council ror Judaism has very successfully produced 
and staged a dramatization or re""""c-.,t of the highlights 
of the 2Jrd World Zionist Congress, which tool< place in 
Jerusalem late last stmmer. The decisions taken at this 
Congress vitally conc)ern American Jews. That is why we pro­
duced this dramatization, and that is why we are asking you to 
attend. We believe that the ideas, opinions and resolutions 
which will be re~nacted tor you warrant the careful considera­
tion of every Ameriea.n Jf!IrI. 

It must be UDder.toad the t this production was 
conceived and executed in a very serious manner. Accents, 
mimicry and all other devices which might possibly be construed 
as lampooning haw been meticulously avoided. The script was 
drawn fran official press releases. Authenticity has been 
caref"ully preserved. 

If ;you would l1lre to attend, please write to 
IIrs. Donald IIichelstetter, 3601 North Hackett Avenue, 
II11waul<!!e 11, for tickets. I look forward to your attending 
what I lmaI: will be a stimulating and worthwhile event. Our 
seating capsci ty is limited. Please act pranptly. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jack Kahn 
JK:aa Chairman IIilwaul<!!e Chapter 

.. nat'-' OtfIInlwtlolt _llIfolnl", lin .ducotionoi JM'OOro. ct.d1ocrt.4 to tM UIII-..J trocfltiOft of Judol .. ond .... '_II,. natlooooi. cMe., cvIhorDI IIrtd 
_10' Inl"",,IOII of A .... iceonl of ,Ie_I". Joltll. 1'lI. Counc" ofIIrllll Itw!t, "notlonollty oad "'Igioft ..... ..,..,.at. lind diJtlltCf, __ Iono'"" II .... eriCDn' 
_ rellflon I, Judcth .• , _ Itoeoelolld II III. U. S. A." hjl'Cfs lbe C:OIlc:.pt lho.! III. SIo1. 01 ' __ I h "The Notlorto, itoaeIo .... of tM ,Jewf". peofIoIe", .0111101111 
IMt 110 Jew or gnwp of ...... IlIduell,. .. tfOOh_" of I ...... ceoll repre .. '" oW Jewl I ....... iao, ond ..... , ... ....,IorIOII .. IIf 'aroel • .,., ... __ ned 10 ita 
_n iIowndo.1a. 



June 25, 1952 

i'i"r Ben: 

I In answer to your inquiry regarding the use of Temple l!lnanuel 
for a meeting of the Americen Council for Judaism, at which 
Elmer Berger spoke, I wish to submit to you the following facts, 

On Monday, April 25, 1949, the Boara of Trustees uphelo the 
Ritual Committee who had approved the request of the American 
Council tor JUdaism to use the vestry rooms - also known as the 
assembly hall - for a meeting of their organization the evening of 
May 2, 1949. Rabbi Friedman objected to the use of the building 
for thet purpose, but the Board felt that they had to uphold the 
committee. 

"lnclos eO. you will tind copies of newspaper reports regarding 
the meeting of the American Council for Judaism held in the Tanple 
assembly hall. These were taken from the files in the otfices of 
the respective newspapers. 

I recall, with much shame. the opening remark of the chairman 
of th'6 meeting. "I donTt see our young Rabbis here; they are more 
interestea in Isreeli culture than American culture. rt 

The American Counoil tor Judaism has not lIlet in the Temple 
since. 

I had intended to spend a couple of days in Milwaukee during 
the first part of July, but I will have to forego that pleasure 
because of a recent illness. I expect to be all right in a few 
days. 

Marion joins me in wannest regards to you and you.r nice wife. 

Mr. Benjamin F. Saltzstein 
625 North Milwaukee atreet 
Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin 

Sincerely • 
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SAMUEL ROSE 
3328 EAST THIRTEENTH AVENUE 

DENVER, COLORADO 

June 26, 1952 

Dear Herbert: 

Enclosed you will find copies of the news­
paper clippings, as well as a letter sent to Ben 
regarding "la Affaire" Berger. 

I received a long letter from Leo Mann ex­
pressing great friendship and admiration for you, 
also asking my advice whether he should speak with 
you regarding what he calls two mistakes, 

1. ACJ and the use of the Temple. 
2. Notations in the bulletin regarding 

home receptions. 

He advised me in his letter that he resigned 
from the A.C.1. a long time ago becau~e he dId not 
approve of their methods. Seems I~'t~to him 
suggesting that he get in touch with you '1for a 
frank discussion; please do ae the favor ot 
counting up to ten before replying. 

I hope that Ben will be satisfied with the 
above information. AS I loolj: through my records, 
the Great Books met that evening which helped to 
swell the total above fifty. 

I would like to \'Iri te you a long lett ar I but 
I do not have the time since I spent most of it 
answering Leo. I may send you a copy of it. He 
m~ show you the letter. The outcome of all this 
will be very interesting to me . 

I am serty that your visit was not longer and 
more calmer. 

Last week I went to bed with a veri bad virus 
infection which returned a dividend of 103 degrees. 
At the moment I do not feel like climbing Pike 's 
Peak. 

Marion joins me in love to all of you . 
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III!!!!!ERS OF '01& IlILlAUDE CIW"l'!R 

JACK iAHN, CIIAP1'I!R CllAIIDIAII 

Au&uat 26, 1952 

A COUNCIL-,SPONSORED EXPEIIDmITAL llELIGlOUS SCIIXJL ftlOJECT 

The _iean C"""c11 tar Judai_ baa _ receiving - !'rom JDeIIIbers 
as well &8 DOll be1"8 -- an iDcreaa1Dc De1wr of queries such as: 
"To what religious school OlD we sately send our children?" "Ibat 
textbook' shon' d the)' use, and which """. ousbt to be avoided?" "llow 
can we gi,", our children a ap1rUIlal and e12doal religious education 
witllout eEpOsing them to 1DdoctriMtion b;y a poUtloo.l and --.tist 
pbll<>«q>b;y at IIltiooo.lism?" i'bat pb1l""<{>hT baa moiled the point 
where its EXpOMuts ~ all bu:t d,.m"_te the ranks of our Rabbis and 
edllcatars who are charged wi til tile re8pOllB1bllit), far oor children' s 
eduestion in Judaism • 

Accordingly, the A,C.J, 1s devotiDg a large part of its energies and 
its limited firencial resources to this problem, We are tbe .Aml!frican 
Council f2!: ,Judai_: and while .... ba ... discharged our obUgatim in 
ever increasing endeavors to keep religious education tree of 
nationalism and of tile politioal and secular encumbranoes involving 
ties to a foreign stete and 1c1eoloa.our eoncern f2!: Juda1!!!!! IIIWIt now 
take .ccount of tile fact tbs t Judaism is being transtarmed and trans­
mted 1nto s,"""tlling other tban a great faith in un1versa:t spiritual 
principles. 

Therefore, in responae to speci.fic requests !'rem a number oC parents, 
the Executive Board of the 1.f11waukee Chapter of the Council anu:n.mces 
its readiness to _nsar !Ill experimental ;-eUgious scbool to open 
tbis Fall in "the Metropolitan ar SUburban area wbere tile , j ... and 
intereat of parents are fouDd to be tile most pronouneed. 

A ..... ting will be beld at 8:15 P. II. on September 9. 1952.in tile 
_ at: 

1Ir. Donald L. lIi_btetter 
J60l N. Hackett A""., IIUwaukee, 

.t which Rabbi Samuel H. Baron, IIatianal ReUgious ll1:reetar of tile 
Council, will discuss with interested parents ""d tlleir tr1eDds tile 
details of tile projeet. 

VR:aa 
fIJIuzL iL lIrL f:murciL? 

"' ......... ' lea !'._ , 1 ' ,...,.., n ' ' ............ "....of,............., .. ~ .......... cMc.CIIII--' .... 
.., I • ,_ of. ' ............... TIle c-a ........... N.-.....ntp ......... __ ..,.,... .... 4hd11ct, _ ,........,. I. "-,,,-, 
_ ........ II; ....... _, _ • I ' ...... u. S. 4,'. a.(eda .... ~ ........ stale of ...... h('TN Natiollallll I ... of .... ,-.IIIt ....... , _IMeI .. 
... _,.., _ .... of ,.... ....... ... I ....... _ .......... 011 .Ie-. I. "-"*' ............... -..u- of ,.... ...... ____ to Its -' .... 
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If ;?\)U are inteTeated, ,.,u Blat return the eJ1clo88d questiOllllllire. TIle tunduoatal.ly 
!JIportant questioua ot the size and specific loeation ot the propooed acbool will be 
dete_ned on the basis of the questionnaire. roturDed and 'the attendance at the 
meeting. 

Ie earnestly trust 'that 'this resp<mae to requests tar a Council spousared religious 
Sunday SoIIool will not be construed a. a desire to COIIpete with the estebli_ 
religious seboola of any congregation, or of any otller type. We _ only to serve 
our meabers and friends, and it is not our desire to create a large sehool. We hope, 
additionally, to oatebllsh a curriculua and podacogieal teclm1que 1'rOIII wIlich otller 
religious .00000la 8q benefit_ 

The costs ot the .0Il001 are not to be borne b7 the Council i tse:U, but are to be 
apportioned _ tile pueIIts or tile children *" will at_. It is expected that 
these ooste will be _N'. sinoo 1210 ·'·· •• will W!r7 l:IIte17 .... t in priYllte 
haae. and tile teaching stetr will be an • ___ s. 

OUr obJecti .... are to d_te 'that .Tudai_ as a un1>eraal. religion has depth and 
vision and appeal, and 'that it PO_8808 1210 indestructible quality of aelt-perpetua­
tien 88 a !!!!l!.; to have tile childreJ1 who at_ our eXp.dEntal religious .0Il001 
understand lIbat Judai .. reall7 is; to introdu.. _ to tile history of Jew. and 
Judai .... of ethical IICIDOtllei_ and 'tha univerll8l. God-eonoept as developed b7 our 
great Prophets. The child will be taught a Judai ... free or "Jewish" aational1 ... and 
of Iarae11sm, but with a proper regard for his eo-reUglonists wherever they may be-­
lIbather in America. in Israol or el_ere. 

There need be no na:t1anal.1stic accoutrements ar trappings, no secular separatism or 
isolationism of an allegedly unique "peoplen to attract and hold a child to tile 
faith of hi. tathers. The spiritual and universal precepts of Judaism are great 
enough and deep enough and 80 surpe.olng17 beautitul 'that 'the child who i. educeted 
in the faith and eternal ""rities or Jndsi ... will be~ -- and remain -- a devoted 
and pnoctic1ng Jew and will pess this faith on to tho ... ho follow Ilia. 

Textbooks and other teaching material for each or school grede will be 
carefullY selected. after a study of OUr criteria in 'the choiae 
of these IIBterial. will be those as the criteria or pedagogic 
am psychological sonylness. Use will also be made of the principles of progressiYe 
education, including the project method and pupils' activi~. 

Teachers tor each class will be thor""ghly prepared tor tlleir tasks. Rabbi Samel 
H. Baron, the Councl1 t s National Director of Religious and Synagogue Activities, will 
provide the teacher wi'th (a) the textbooks and other material to be used b7 each 
cla ••• (b) an outline ot supplementary reading and other resources, and (c) periodic 
personal guidance -- both in ad"", .. and throughout 'the academic ;year on aims. 
tecbn1ques, materials, educatioral games and play projects, festival observanoes, etc. 

Whila tile proposed .0Il001 will not be an exper1lllent in tho sense or 'there being any 
doubt or uncertainty as to the content or quality of 'the religious instruction re­
ceived b7 tile child. it will be expeliaental in the sense of seeking to develop new 
and .""r finer teaching teclm1ques. as well aa closer relationah1po between child 
and teacher, and between the teacher and 'the homo. The religious education ot the 
child, during the few brief hours in the SIIDdaT Sebool, can only be inatructioaal 
and directional. The !JIplaJIIeDtation of Judaillll i. a ... ttor of dailY living; and in 
this the home i. b7 tar the moet important single instrument. 

1 



• 

It 10 urcent tbat you rill out the attached questionnaire and ma11 it to us, reserv­
ing the elate at September 9, to facilitate call' prepsrationa far ... rving tho ... 1Ibo 
desire the ezper1mental religious school project wbich bas been outliDed above. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (Ciit-Orf-se.e)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

QUl!STIOIIIIA ! RE 

(Please rill out and mail) 

1. 1Ia t:avar tba sp<l100rahip 1>7 the Council at: an e>:per1mental Religious School 

project this l'ail. Ye. 0 NoD 
2. 1Ie haw ___ child(ren) 1Ibo lIi&t>t at_ such a Sunday School: 

N""", at Child ~ Ever At_eel Relii. School? School Grade 

Xes 0 
Xes 0 
X.sO 

NoD 
NoD 
NoD 

3. We have friends or relatives, not necessarily CCIUllcl1 members, who may be 
interested in sending their children to such a s'chool. 

Name NOllIe 

Address Address 

4. I would l1lce to assist in (underline) Tesching, dramatics, charal singing, 

social and recreational activities, apecia1 holiday celebrations, adm1rdatra'tion, 

religious school library, audio-visual aids, transportation. 

5. I will 0 will not 0 attend a IIOeting of parents with Rabbi _1 Ij. 

Baron to learn more about the school, 'lbe meeting will be held at the home of 

1Ir. Donald L. l/ichelstetter 
)601 N. Hackett Avenue 
lI11wauk:ee, Wisconsin 

on September 9, 1952 at 8:15 P'!'{. 

I Arq cCllllDents or f 

'suggestions? I 

tPlease use back. I 

N""", _______________________ __ 

Addreas ______________________________ _ 
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October 10, 1952 

Dear Friend: 

This ia the first 10 a eer1ea ot .. ilings designed to 
inform you of the principles and program or the American 
Council tar JwIa1 •• 

Tho Council belie ... s that Judd. 18 • relipon " our 
relicim - baaed upoIl P,opbetic teachi"", ot universal 
81111cal ~"". We beline that our reUpO!! is distorted 
and d •• tro;,H 1>7 .Uarta to camort 1t into a narrow 
M.tiorali_. 

W. urea tar berioan Jew, a conatant.l,y greater integration 
into tbe aoc1al., poli Ucal and cultural life of 1II1s country • 
We oppoee segrepUonali .. and eeparaU .... 

We reject a f\mdaJDen'tal tenet ot IIIOCIern political Zionism, 
which cl.a:1as tbI exis1:ence of • "3ewisb'1 nationality, as well 
as its corollary, tbI.'t all Jews a8 a llnation" are living in 
exile J or cH8p8rsion, untU they have "returned" to the State 
of Israel. 

We, tberefore, ocabet _ constent efforts of Zionists to 
indoctrinate ocr relipous school students with "Jewish" 
nationaU., and their insinuation of this doctrine into 
othar institutions of Jewish life. 

The enclosure will tala! but a fee _te of your reeding 
time. We hope you p_ it your carefu1 attention . 

CLe: .. 

Sincerely yours, 

Clarence L. Coleman, Jr • 
Reponal Vice-President. 
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from TIME, NOVEMBER 3, 1952 

4MERICAN COUNCIL FOR 'UDAIIM 
JOI I •• ' 57 •• Itr •• ,. _ •• Yer. 22, •• Y. 
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Aa one of the many Rabbis • received our .-ollDe of Relipou. School Tutbook 
~aly.u, and probably also last year'. mae.ted In,uL& Curnc.ulu., as well 
.. poasibly other 'JICJ ellperimtntal. te.adUug aid., you /lay ';'.h to be. brought 
ut> to dllte on our reliGious eWc.acion materials row Ivolabh. The enclosed 
Tiu reprint IIIa)' alao interest you. 

1943 -1953 
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Ho.tW.,Viu".slhwbDJr mIt recently ~leted text i ... attr.c:tiYcly mWeognphed voltr\e of 
!IobbIAbfelrto_c-bodI O'lldrC!n'. Dewotion.·-St:lected fl'Oll VIU'iOIl. Source .. for .11 -se' in school ANNIV.ERSARY 
:::;-:'mo. H. I'Il1Mhrl...,and at ~, grouped: Wldcr the theme..: Dedicatinn: •• t i. Pnyer? Prayers of 
~1ood.oI"" ~rotion, 1111nkssiving. and Petition; Praying for UeJ.(I; Th_-You Prayers; 
r:..~:--, H. 00I6en_ 'brnina: _ EvmiR@' Prayers; Prayer. lor ()ar Country ..t for Pe.ee; Prayers c 
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aabblMorrios.t- for ' ~alOecasi(Wls; &ly D.y Prayer.; .. dG::MI Etemal. trr .,all gladly let ::.:;-:..w LeftoWIa; )OU hne a cnpy for ex_nation and for my CIlIIQf'!It you "IIY care to "e, if 
Doll_ )'0" .n 11 ao indicate GO the C3ldo.ed I't!ply c.ard. ............ -IabbI ...... P. WcMrt .. -Mrs.. M. C. sro. .. - The Inuria a"'rlcul~, as explained in our lntrooG1ction, WN not npre.smted to 

be In ctual .,rltia,s C11rricul-. IIo~r. WI!' b...,e ainee prepared • 19~2-.I953 
Pro&linoncU OIrnculwl, i.ncl.u·lin, a stet,.."t of ,eneral ol:dew ve5 md of E 
~fie objective. for each grade, .. used in our 5c:boo1. for Judai... {t K'COM--

ingl)' IIJppls:w::nu the TextboGi ~1'U6 .. d suppltmta the In'~ri. Ounculta. R 
You Jdf h eve • copy 0'1 recpc.st. 

~ are. in 'the process <:If writing.-.,d i • .suing. dUllteT by dl"Pter-·a book of 
Stones Abou. Judau.··trith SJbjecta for t.iscussion, for 5th Imd 6th-grade 
p~ils. Dlrothy E. tbbro .... s T~Lllle Wl,-"'A Pritter for JudaiEl, still in an 
ClCpcril:lerlul edition, we hope »11\ to see publilhed in il!pt'Oved J:oak-fonn. 
Like e~·thing else here I'leutioocd, we I:l]Ve hod to put it thrnugh a nun!Jer 

oC miMeoBt.,hings to meet d'le danand; Lut you may .till have. t:opy i£ you 
hove not yet s~ i to Other texts are in pr~arl\tion or in t.he pi lIMing staee. 
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besi.de. those .. dch have already been published. 
SAN FRANCISCO 

lhere -.ill be no charge to you oor ainglc: OJIi~s oC the it-eD' here offered a.d 
no ..... .u.laLle. 'Additional oopiea ..,. be orde~ at 3')t each, to defray a 
part of the coat. or pmCuctiClb and mailing. 

[ _ enc:ll)si.na; a revised. renew of Lenore (Dben'. Bible ToLu for Very Yauns 
On Ldrcn-Ws I and Il, These P88es 37-30. are to npl.ace pp. 37-:£ in 
)'ftUT ediuen 61 bur TUlbooir: An'llyst., unless you recehed youn rather recently. 
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March 6, 1953 

Dear 14embe1'8 aIld Friends: 

In the past five months, the American Council for 
JUdaism haa deoonetrated be.rond any doubt that it 1s possiblo 
for parents to pro71de their children with & religious educ-
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at10n without having them 1ndoctr1""ted in Z1oni .. and ANNIVERSARY 
1 ts "Jev18b" nat1ona.l.1et concept •• 

In 1i1ghland Park, Ill1l101e, It.o children are en­
rolled in the School far JWla1_. lfeetcbeeter County in New 
York alao baa Its scbool. Ve in M1l_nkM a;r 'be as proud, 
as the parents of the ch114iiD are enthualutlc, about our 
American School for Ju.da1_. -

loa we stated Wen "" f1ret initiated the proJect: 

"Our objectlTea are to deIIIonetrate that Juda1aza. as 
It uniyereal. rel.1g1oD .. d.epth a.ad. Tie10n and appeal, 
and that 1t poSse8S" the lode.trlIctlble quality of 
.eU-perpetllation as a faith; to haTe the children 
'Who attend our reUg1oU8 8chool UDderatend 'What 
Judaism rea.l..l7 1e; to 1ntrodUce the,. to the hiStory 
of Jew and Juda1_, or eth1cal IlOnotbelam and the 
un! vereal God-concept &a deve10ped b.r our great 
Prophete. The child will be taUSht a Jllda1em free 
of' "Jav1ah" natlonal1 .. and of I1raellsm, but Y1th 
a proper regard for hie co-religionists 'Wherever 
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the;r ~ be -- whether 1n America, in Israel] or 
elsewhere. SAN fRANCISCO 

"There need be DO natlonalletlc accoutrements or 
trapp1n6s, DO secular aeparatl_ or isolationism 
o~ an allaeedl.T lln1qllO "people" to attract aIld 
hold a child to the ~a1 th o~ hi. father.. The 
spirt tua.l. and un! versal precepts of Jud&1 .. are 
great enough and deep eDOugh. and 80 au:rpa.s81oglJ' 
beaut1tul that the chlld who i. educated in the 
ta1 th and eternal Ter! ties ot JUcla1_ nil become 
-- and r 1n - - a d.eTOted and pract1eins: Jf!IY, and 
will pas. this faith on to those vbo tol.l.oY M.. •• 
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-Pase 2-

In our in1 tla1 prospeetus, we indicated that the 
Schoo1a vere an "experiment". We ven not anxious to involve 
1Iall7 children. Nov tho experiment has been proved Bucceaaf'u.l. 
and va are 1n a pos1t100 to investigate the possibilities of 
expansion tor next ,.ear. In 80 dolD8, The American School tor 
Judaism will cont1nue to rel1 on the active participation of 
the parents at 1 ts enrolled children. Because 1 ts teaching 
and other activities are 1n the hands of volunteers, the 
School. viII be able to utilize the assistance at all who viah 
to oNer their aor"f'1.c88. '!he lI1ghJend Park School baa proved 
that .-olunteer parent • .ake e:z:cellent teachers eTen where 
their religiOUS tra1n1ug baclr8r<>l1Il4 wall lilll1ted. 

We are f'ortw:ate 1n banns IlO'W a DlDIlber of nev texts 
and other -..ter1al.a, Includ1na a ourricul.ua, adequate tor 
chilclren f'l'QII Id.ndersorton to tho ninth grade. (A limited 
IlUlIber at copies of the curricula are available to interested 
_bora and triODCla.) In addition, ". "'" OODtimle to count 
on the ueletance at Rabbi Elaer Barger and Rabbi Samuel H. 
Baron and tile 00"",,11'. IIot1onol Of'f1co. 

It lOu &bare with us the principles enunciated above, 
pleaso till out the attached questionna1 re. Upon the baaia of 
the replies to this queetlomaire, _ Yill detera1ne the tae 
and place ~or a .eet1OS at which the problema involved in the 
building ot a .larger school can be adequately" diBcuseed. 

Jack xabn, Cbalnan 
Milwaukee Chapter 



01"tlcors: 

TIll! AMI!IIICA1I SCI!OOL FOR JUDAISM 
MILllAIlKKE 

Administrative Board: 

Morrie Karon, President Morris Jraron 
Mrs. Herbert Polacbek, Vice-Pres. 
Mrs. Richard Roaiam., Sec.-'Ir8aa. 
Mrs. Alan L. Kat~, Chairman 

Educational Cte. 

I!r. and Mrs. Alan L. ltotz 
I!r. and Mrs. B7dney xraeno 
Mr. and Mrs. M1lton B. IWtatch 
Mrs. Herbert Polachek 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Roekam 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * QUESTIONNAIRE 

(Pl. ....... till out and _il) 

1. We fayor the enlargement ot the .American School tor Judaism this fall. 

a Yee aBo 
2. We haTe ch1ld(ren} 1Il1o II1ght atte04 ouch a Sundey School: 

_ of eMld ~ EYer Atttmdod 1Iel1S. SchooU School Grade 

Yeea Bo a 
Yes a No a 
Ye. a No a 

'" C,) 3· We have friends or relAtlTes, DOt nec .. sar1lJ' Council members, who -.:r be 
~ interested in aeDd1ns their children to each a school.. 

'" Q 

Addr .... A4dreao 

4. I wu1d like to assi8t In (underline) Teachill8, dramatics, choral. singing, 

80clal and recreational actlT1t18a, special holldaJ celebrations, admin1Btra-

tion, rel1g1oWl school 11brar;y, audio-visual aids. 

5. I will a will DOt a attend a meeting of parente with Rabbi Samuel H. 

Baron to 1earn .ore about the school.. 'lb.e meet1Dg will be held in Milwaukoe 

at a time and place to be 8llDOunoed. 

An¥ coaaenta or 
BU888stlonI!J f 
PlMa. Use Back: 

llame 

A~. ______________________ _ 



dBiRl!J)MB '0. §ALr.Z~T'BIlN 
MII.owAUlI'Lallll 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
4530 N. I!Urray Ave., 
Milwaukee 11, Wieconein 

Dear Rllbbi Friedmal'l: 

Harcb 23, 1953 

I attended services last Friday evening and wee 
pleased ~itb your report on the scope of Jewisb 
Obautauqua. It was well conceived and well delivered. 

Like every good eermon, it provided food for tbougbt. 
My principal reaction was tbat a bighly basic cbange 
in tbe curriculum of our SUnday Scbools is eseential . 

It ie generally conceeded that the goal of edUcation 
is a preparation for life. Oertainly a thorougb 
understanding of tbe answers to your ten Questions 
sbould be included in that preparation. 

I wonder bow many graduates of our Religious Scbools 
could answer ~our ten questions intelligently. 
Investigation would be very revealing and, I think, 
keenly disappointing. ~ou mentioned tbe fact tbat 
most JIBw1sh college students were groping for the 
answer's. 

I was 'Jonfirmed at Temple Emanuel many years ago. 
~y four ohildren were confirmed tbere . I have bad 
an opportunity to follow tbe cbanges tbat bave taken 
place in Jewisb eduoation. 

Formerly the SUnday School taught tbe beautiee of 
the Jewish religion exclusively - that provided 
euffioient inepiration to occupy the all too few 
houre they had tbe cbildren under their tutelage . 

Today instruction 
better qualified. 

is more efficient and teachers are 
~~t I eincerely question whether 
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graduates are as well prepared for life - in their 
understanding of their JeWish Heritage. 

What formerly was a school devoted entirely to 
religion now dilutes its ourrioulum with politios, 
foreign nationalism eto. Controversial issues have 
replaced the beautiful non-oontroversial tenets of 
Judaism. The resultant oonfusion in the mind of 
the student leaves him stranded on a sen of doubt, 
inseourity and bewilderment. 

UUoh good would oo~e from thft rebirth of a 
ourrioulum devoted exclusively to Jewish religion. 
J:al<e a thorough understanding 01 the anower to your 
ten - and other aiMlar - question. a fundamsntal 
requisite. It could be ~ccorpli8hed in ths ti~e 
now devoted to non-religious subjeot •• 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

4942 N. Woodburn Street 
Milwaukee 11, Wisoonsin 

Sinoerely yours, 



AD AllALYSIS OJ' 1RB .MUHC'! COWCIL lOll JVPAIm 

Dr. James GoO Beller 

President Labor ZioDi§t Organization of 'merioa 
pember Executive CommUtee Americon Zionist Coungil 

Various newspaper, bave given full coYerage to the addressea and reso-

lutions. delivered or adopted at the convention of the American COtlllCU for 

Judaism at San l'ranc1sco from IIq 7th through tho loth. Thoro m.oy be eo ... 

aisunderstandinc &1 to the strugth and character of th11 organization. and 

80me credence INQ" be lent to 1t. ehargel against Zlon1 •• rild aDd irre-

aponsible thouch they are. It 1. therefore nee •• aU)" to ooll81d8l' these 

things as conclool7 &I po •• ible. 

The American Coman for Jula.1 .. 1. a aall natlozaal or,anization, 

comprisiDg by ita own atatement some 15,000 persons. It was originally 

organized to fight the creation of a JewiBh state. When that fight vas 

lost, l.nstead of disband.1.Dg, It contiAued. It proclaims itaelf nov as 

devoted to combating Jewish loationaliBmJl , e.pousing an exclusively Clreli-

glous· interpretation of Jewish life. It 1& periodically engaged in attack­

ing the reli8iou& tert-books in use, in rewriting Jewlsh history, and in 

.tr1v~c to create materials in the pattern ot its own ideas. 

The Aztericen Council for Judaism represent s an exceediDCly small 

IliDority of Alceric8D Jevs.. :But we Jews cannot dismiss minorities solely 

bece.use they are emall. Important ideaa are sometimes advanced by very 

small groups. Our charge against tbe American Council for Judaism is not 

chiefly on the score of its size. It is that it is a reoalcitrant, irre­

concilable group, possessed by a point ot view histo17 has already exposed 

aDd rejected; motivated not b;y Ueellom or religious forTor but b7 hatred 

ot Israel and ZloniemjUDscrupuloue in ita juggling with vords. citations, 
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and beliets. It 1s notewort~ that the American Council for Judaism bas been 

repudiated not only by tbe Central Conference of American Rabbis, but also by 

the .AmericeD. Jevish Committee. It sail a its obstinate course alone! 

From the beginni.n& the Council has been hammering ava:! at the charge of 

-dual allegiance".. It returns to this again and aga.1n in diverse tOI'l!ls. 

This it dOBS in spUe of the countless statements b;y Zionists. by res-ponslble 

state-offlclala in Israel, and in spite or indignant repudiation of its point 

of view by non~8w1ah statesmen here 1D. .America. The President ot the Council, 

Mr. Lessint; Bosenwald. revealed that his orgBJlilatlon has submitted. a memorandum 

to the Department of State on April 8th of this year.. This charges tbat JellS 

are in e "quasi-legal' position. By which, preswaably it is meant thl!.t the 

atatu8 of .American Je".ra 11 not complete or whole as citizens. This 10 a serious 

charge, - end one ltIhlch DO responsible orgenization would have had the 

effrontery to make. 

:rirst t there is a reference to passport difficulties. Jews cannot go 

into Arab landa, and American pUlpDrt. to Ierael r~ of this fact. It ts 

unfortunate. It is ODe of the unfortunate t'acta that stem from the irrecon­

cilable attitude of Arab covernments. their economic boycott. their unwilling­

ness to transform armietice into peace-agreements. But this ia not the first 

time JelfS have Buffered disabilities similar to this. Java wre not given 

visas to .RuSSia, -- end. President Taft abrogated a commercial treaty with 

Tse.riat Russia as a result. '!he tact ia unquestioned. But the 1llterpretatioD 

is vicious in the extreme. The diminution o~ Jeva' righta 8.S c1tizens vas 

Dot by the United States, or in the United States, but in the latter case by 

Russia, end in the former by the Arab lands. Some d.ay this too will be changed, 

for peace is bound to come to the Uiddle East. lIut. tor the present, rigbt­

miuded Jews, and rtght-m1.nd.ed AmericBlls in &:eneral, will interpret this &8 

having a bearing on the policy ot their count17 in regard to peace in that 

p.e.rt of the 'WOr~d; they will interpret it also as one of the present r 19sulila 
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of Israel's superb fight of self-d.&.!enu8 1n 194?-48, and its trilUnpes9, 

beyond the bounds at possible praise. to take in 750.0c0 Jews fn>m. lands of 

peril and oppression, m&ny ot them Arab lands. 

'n:l.at Jews IDa¥ come into Israel as of right 1s one of the central tenets 

of Zionism, 8lld, through all the econocle difficulties ita course h.e.s el1tailed, 

Israel haa ma1nte.1..ned this right, written it into its "Law of the Retu:n. n 

This is unique ill. hiatOI?.. It d08s not ~inlsh DOr ED.e.ke doubtful the status 

at any AmeriClen c1 then, Jewish or otbervise. One of the central rights of 

men, however little it JI183" be regarded in our tP.1ltastic t1ma, 115 the right 

of emigra.tion. .Amerioans, reme:Dberi:ag the story of the Purl tans, of the 

Huguenot B. and eTen of the Catholic Cavaliers. ought to hc.T8 110 diffieu1 t;r 

in understanding thie right. That this r1cht 1. DOW reserved 1Ilain17 for Jews 

IIIO¥ otf.lId tb8 .. ri .... Cow:cll for Jwla1 .... but it is part of the l1eCe.sitie. 

of bullcling up Israel. and also part at the historical necesSity ot a people 

which, even in this da;y of so-called enHghtenment. i. excluded from al.m:tst 

all laD.ds.. Israel is not to be ill \he end a "citT ot ratU8811 • :But f:>r some 

:years of the imI:l.ed18,te past. aDd perhape during lOme )"&ar9 to Com8, it has 

had and \'11.11 have to be just this! ::But it must be clearly understood: No 

.American Jew ~ go to Israel. He must first melee up his mind that he )1'is~s 

to leave America.. This imp.a.irs in no wise hi • .American citizenship. It i. 

aiJllpllr aD opportunity given h1m out s ide his oitizenship. of which be m.q 

never avail b.1.msel.t. To represent this &8 a diminution ot status is a serious 

diatort10n and miarepresentation. 

!tone ot tb8 cases cited sul:Jstentiate th8 charge th&t Israel, or Zionists, 

are responsible for a 'change of status colt!erred on Aaeric.an Jews vithout 

their permission-. (hem the lIew York Times). Facts B!"iJ taken out of con­

text. end utilized to defeod a preconceived point of Tie". 

The ,(holo technique of this organization. exhibited. 111 lIIall,1 ways at ,his 

..Beasion, is tc use highly colored worde, to beg the question by their employment. 
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Instead of a unique and noble adventure. ODe unprecedented in history. tho 

end-result of unparalleled heroiBtJ and pioneering intrepidity, instead of a 

young nation that he.a 8-'""Oused the generous admiration ot all 1d10 bave vis1ted 

it. Israel beoomes a vicious malefactor. a distorter of Jeu1Bh history. a 

denier of the lunlvarsa1. 11 aspects of the Jewish tredi tion. All this can 

arise only out of pathologicel fixations. 

'Ihua t the 81'""'Provoat of the Unlv8rai t)" of California demands that Israel 

'must cea,!8 to lure youn&: Americans' from the United States. Tbe fightiDg 

word is "lure"l There 1s a 'WOrld of difference between the emotional atmosphere 

suggested. by this word aDd that wlcb actually obtains. Ierae1 invites those 

young A.merlC&A-Jed who wish to CO. who believe that the,.- cen live flOra 

integrated Jlht1sh lives there, or that they C8Jl g!'W'8 of themselves toward 

the BJDaZing and uiplrlt1D& Tenture o~ the rebirth of Ierael. lio one is 

cOlll'lelled. Bo one i8 "lured". There is notb.ing UZlderband. and there is 

nothing counter to the whole spirit of America. 

~. lend who.e liberty was won by ... n who fought aide by aide vi th 

Lefqette. with Koscius:dto, with von Steuben; the land that sent UI8..n1' officers 

end men to fight with San I!artin end :Bolivar in South America; the land that 

haa sent others to help wherever the ceuae of human d:ignity end liberty vere 

imperiled, understands those. Jeltlab end Don-Joviah, who rushed to Israel to 

help it on land. on the sea, and in t!le air, in 1947-48. It vUl elso under­

stand that group of )"Dun&: Amarican~ews who go to Israel with an ideali8ID. 

that is unintelligible to the American Council for Judaism, at great personal 

sacrifice, leav1.ng e. land. "of milk and honey" • for one tha.t is harsh and poor 

for the present. 

Dr. Deutsch is solicitous about the IArab ref'Ugeesl • He demands that 

they be resettled in 'the new nation", by l.'hlch he _ans Israel. This i8 not 

the place to enter into the enUre problem. of the Arab refu&ees! how and why 

they left the country, and what should be done about them. Thiv hae alre~ 
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been handled by a number of impartial commission •• from the UN, ami also by 

others of a non-official character. What 1s strlk:1.ng 18 that the solicitude 

1s, cha.racteriaticcllr. for the Arab refugees. but not -- b7 a word - for 

the Jeuish ratu&ees, who did not start a war, who were forced Qut in many 

casea by Arab lands that refuse to C~e for their own brothers. 

Dr. Deutsch also ha.a the effrontery to ask that Israel ·liberalize it s 

citizen . laws· . '!'he fact 1s that, under conditions tha.t obtain after a ,mr, 
no country has treated a minority. aomet1m88 hostile. with 8S much liberality. 

political and economic. as has Israel. AAd JOOst recently it has bean teking 

step. to improve the atatua at ita Arab citizens all along the line. All 

these are no more than lUcks these gcntlem8ll graup 1n dsa,;HtratloD, the better 

rl t it w.lch to beat Israel. 

118 cannot enter here into the effort of tha CouncU to create religious 

texts which shall emphaeize the ·un1verscl. aapects ot Jude1sm·. No one opposes 

this. On tho contrary, exaoples of ethical eDl spiritual courage, the tmder­

ste.ndill& end espouse1 of the "univ.real ll principles of Judai SQ, are to be 

found chiefly among the "nationclists", whom it ia the plea6Ul"8 of these oen 

and women to berate. The fall.s.cy 1iea in a fal-se antithesis, one which Jude.1sm 

has repudiated again and again in the course of its history. tfU:niversalism" 

18 not diametricall)" opposed to "nationalism". They are twin poles of one 

asis., the obverse and reverse of one reality. Judaism bes osc1llated between 

them, accordiDg to need and bent. But in essence it has alway. regarded it­

self' as a people with a message, embodied in a va:! of 11fe. This unitary 

concept, this record compoUIlded of bod7 and. soul, of people and faith. of 

realism and idealism. se811. beyond the scope of mind of our friends.. But they 

are the essence of JudaiSl!l, as of the Jetllah people. 

The Council appears unable to d1st1nguinh bett/een an "Americw Jewish 

community" based on compulsion, and one that might rest upon consent. Yot 

all human uoociatione are national. Not all result onl)" from the pOt!er to 
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ta.::z: or to coerce. This is, to 8aJ'" the least. a point of view unworthy of 9.1l 

or,gan1zatioJ1 \:th1oh asserts that it bas 8. Nl'pirltual" e.pproacb. Certainly 

the righto of minorities should be safeguarded. All of UI recognize this as 

part of the spirit of America, and of all free institutions. But this should 

Dot be interpreted a8 pr8vent~ a. large majority frolil speaking in its O'Wtl 

name. \;'hoever dissento m.e.y exprees his dissent. have it recorded. or secede, 

11 he \tiehes. Nor does 1 t siGnify that one bel1a\l'es Jews to be a 'secular 

and separate group" to contend that Jews have a right to come together, to 

discuss their allairs, to come ¥han possible to united points of view and 

united coursea of action. There 11 no log:lcnl or hUlZl:lD rele.tioD bett1een the 

right of any group to meet a!Xl. conaider. - and the contention that this is 

It contrary to the American idea of aoci.t]'*l. }""v8l1 a religious fellowship has 

under a democracy the 'rlght of e.88e:nbl,,· ~ 

But it he! QOre tban. the right.. It has the duty to find a way toward 

mutual counsel. and unitary life. It is striking that the groups that oppose 

the notion of en Aoerican Jewish community are invo.rl.:lbl;y those that want 

unfair rights as a minority. who wish their voice to be mistaken for that of 

the majority. who wish to silence the majority so that outs1dersw1l1 not be 

able to tell who is 6peeJd.ng~ Why doe8 not the same logic apply to the American 

Councll for Juda1em or to othero? lIy ,..hat right do they issue resolutions, 

adopt violent pOints or view. for their Mco=munity"~ donsistency would require 

them to be silent. end let every Ind ivldual apeak tor M:self. 

The Counell now states that it looks varmly upon the Jews of Isreel. 

because they are 'members of our religious fellowship". Outside of the miSt­

interpretation historically of this "religious fellowship". to vblch we have 

already ed· ... orled. this rings somewhat coldly. None of these 'religious" 

Jews would. be in Isre.el t if it were not for the "nationalism", which the 

Council der1o'?"{'9 lteny of them would be dead or. languishing elsewhere. The 

real e8~~nge of ;~sml brotherhood. love of one's neighbor, fealty to the 
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causa of I:;raol, eatrai!ling toward social justice. the attainment of the same 

:treedom for wMcb our :f"athars fled tt'om Egypt, - tbese are in Israel and 

not in the "religious fellowship" of the blind and the ~ard. 

One ot the more et!lUsing phrases in this record 1s that ascribed to one 

of the vice-presidents of the CoWlCil, yho proclaims that the Americen Jewish 

com::nm1t;y 'reeks with the c.uthor1tarlan1sm of med.1nel times'. This will 

indeed be neys to those w!lo knoW' something of the multiform divisions, 

religious •• philanthropic, coamunal. that divide the American Jewish community. 

The phrase, and the comparison. are so extreme 0.8 to be a ouperb exposure 

of t:l'>.e fraJ:l8 of mud out of ldlich they i8sue. 

And t1nal17 the high-mest of thia gro'.Ip. ita executtve-director. 

Rabbi Elmer lIerger, indulges in vild etatcQents end. vild accusations, Wich 

strive, in the stdat of t~i8 ritual, to outdo its most intemperate .ealots. 

Zioniata are trying 'to isolate the Department of State from the 

.Eisenhower Administration·. He comparee this with the iniq~ous attelllPt 

of British Zionist .. (during the time of the Kncdonald Yhite Paper. and the 

3ritiSh blockade of Palestine) ato isolate the Brlt1ch foreign Office l • He 

issues the OJ:linous atatement that Acertcans know tlthere are more states in 

the }'~iddle East than Israel lt • He accuses the ZiOnists of tactics not 

"va.atl:r different- from those "61:plo,.ed by one Joe UcCarlhy·.. Tb:1s pseud.o­

ominoUB nonsenee is quite typical of the political maturity of this group. 

That }lresident after President of the United. States. Senator after 

Senator, - men not to ce intimidated by Zionists or by lloaenwal.d or Berger 

have understood Zion.1e and Israel; that they agree with the statement of 

Robert Cecil that after the First World War there were onll two permanent 

Gains, - th~ League of liations end the proposal to regenerate Israel; that 

A:mI!Irican policy is tully cognizant of the relative position of the Arab states 

and of Israel and of our own (Aoerican) interests vis-a-via all of them: that 

th&T~ 16 a profound rApprochement. if not identity, ot American with Israe1i 
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interests in the t.Hddle East in ita painfully ala,., and hesitant progre~s 

to;mrd democracy and justice; that Iarael 1, at one with the Amerlcru1 dreOUJ. 

as e refuge for the harassed aDd oppressed, a8 a citadel ot liberty, as an 

outpost of economic and political. progrsu; that Israel stands even C10&81' 

than tormerly to America by reason of the withdrawal of Bu8sian diplomatic 

relations with it. and b,. reason ot the tSlllPOrlz1ng, equivocal attitude of 

the Arab state.: all this d08s not enter into the cOD.aclouanElBs of this 

group or of it. political "expert.'. All 10 darkness. All 18 maehillatioJl 

BJld subversion. ZioDi8t. COIIDOt act ezoept out ot 41T1c1ecl .,Uvea. :iver.r 

act 1. scrutinised, "817 word vet",ed, DOt 'b7 a bal8ACed 1Iind, but by those 

.eok1ng lIildl;r for od41t1onal _terial for a preJudice 040}>ted end never 

subjected to exa1DaUon or J'ft"iew. 

Such a group Is a phenomenon. It is not w1 thout precedents in Jewish 

hhto17_ The story at & beleaguered people. OM living tor the Bake of a 

apecial and "ditferent" faith, .wit 1Dclud.e IUCh _n a.ad WOl!Mm. They are 

a function of its hard W81'. & corollary of i'. difficult theda. J'ortuna.tely. 

history leo rna them. 'lbey beloll& to the eddies of the stream of life. They 

are among thOle who, like Uepbiltophelel in Goethels faust, "stet. verneint" , 

who Iiperpetual17 der:J..T". :But life does not 1!X)ve b7 denial. I t deale sUllllla.rll.;y 

with those who develop a protective 8.lW)r that impedes their freedom ot JDOVr 

II8Ilt, who congeal into ataVism. 

There 1s little hope of eha.D&iDg them. The answer 11 in their eventual 

disappearance. Opposition, hol1ever loftUy- phrased, however clad in "un!ver­

aalle", cannot long endure against the warm. vital creation of Israel and 

itl citizens.. 

What does need to be done, which I ha-V8 attempted sviItly in thia .tat~ 

mant, 1s to prevent theae distortions, misrepresentations. from poiaonin&: 

ot.her m.1.n:ls, Jewish or non-Jewish • 

• • • • • Ka;r 15, 1953 



A~ERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
1<2 MADISON AVENUE NEW YOU 17, N. Y. 

AIIZlONlST 

I~O. 96B 

December 22, 1963 

To the Local Committees 
of the AIIEl\ICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL , 

There 1s no doubt that the American Council for 3Udaism. despite 
its small mo:obershlp (16,000 out of over & mil.lion Je .. s in the United 
states) 1s. by its virulent activi-ty in !!NlY arees, continuing to becloud 
the 1S808S re~peot1ng I srael. Invariably. it takas an anti-Isreel 
post tiOD and proaotes the propage!lda of Arab spokesmen in the O. S. It 
f'&lls into 81\8Y al-lianee with the AJteriean ?r1ends of the Wddle East 
and other pro- Arab forces. 

1"10 &Ts enclosing background notes on the Ao:J tor your informs.tlon 
and use. It 1s important that ::rou wa.teh closely its activities in your 
coIlll%D.mity and report to us on them. In particular, 1 t 1s necessary 
ths.t their U38 of the media of pubUc opinion -- press, radio, TV I the 
lecture plattorQ, university groups, etc, -- be noted and counteracted 
1d thout encouraging them through public debate and forums . 

Our task remains a positive ona . 'Te cannot, however, p'3rmit the 
ACJ to go unanswered when it attecks, and unrestrained when it seeks to 
expand its activities. The enclosed notes can be used as a guide for 
speakers I for l etters to the ad! tor, for information 'to be placed in the 
hands ot all molders of public opln.1on. t;'"e depend upon you to make good 
use of this material and keep us informed. Additional copies are 
a.vailable. 

JUI~ 
ENO. 

Cordially yours, 

~~ Lw. '.V./L/' 
R~b Jerome Onger ( I 
Exe utlve Director 

CONSllIUEl'tT ORGANIZA.nONS a.... W ... q', Zfoailt OrPJdaatjOD of Amerlea • Bapoel El.aWr-.hi • Labor ZJoDllt Orpnfsedoa 01' rinP .... Zieo 
• HkrachI OrPDlAdOD of America • Prope.d .. ZioDbt Le..--EIahomer BIlUir • UokM Zlom. Laber Paty (A.cIak 

... 8 A't'CHhb-Polle ZioD) • Zioaht Orlmiptloll of Amedea • ZloDiJU.Ro...woailtl of Amoria 



.BACKGROUND NQ$S ON Ta WffiBTCAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 

The American Council for JudaiEm.with a total memberShip of 15,000. claims 

to repreoent a substantial portion of American Jevry. which numbers over five 

millions. As is well known, it hes alw2¥S been atrongly opposed to Zionism, 

and since the emergence of the State of Israel bas consistently endeavored to 

persuade the American Government and American citizens generally not to show 

any tffavoritiam.d to Israel. DuriDg the past few months its spokesce.D. have 

repeatedly published statements of one kind or another to the effect that as 

Americans they are opposed to sacrlficiDg the ·fri8Ddshlp· of the Arab states 

through giving B1J.y help to Israel. which is just another nforeign country,n 

from their point of view. 

In summing up its fUDCtions. the Council has publicly outlined these goals 

for itsel.t': 

"1. Keeping Judp.ism a religion. 

2. Being cotIpletely American in every way - at hOD3. with friends, 
on the job, in the voting booth. as individuals, not as members 
of a special fJe\d.eh ' cOIlllilunity or 'Jew1sh'Tpeople . 

3. Always remembering that our nationality is AmericeIl, our religion 
Jude.1em, our only homeland the U.S. A. 

4 . Keeping the nationalism of Israel outside the institutions of 
American Jews. 

5~ Giving a helping hand to Jew in t rouble ~here in the \r,orld -
including people in the State of Israel. 

6. Reminding the public in general that no Jew or group of Jews can 
speak for all the Jews of America." 

This is what the Council says_ 

In reality, however. whenever a concrete question has arisen of aid to 

Israel in eny form whatsoever , ",nether mortll or material, the Council -

despite the fifth item in its general statement given above - baa inv~riebly 

been against Israel. 
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Under the pretense of beillg nolUective tl it has leaned all the ~ over 

backwards in support1.nc each. and every ODe of the opponents of Israel in eIlY' 

given situation. It bas been uniformly against the aid ext8Dded to Israel by 

our Government, and it has uniformly taken the side of the Arab atates, woeB 

governments make no bonea about intending the destruction of Israel by ~ 

means ~tever at their disposal. 

Despite the Camell'a pretense that it 1s -Mlely· A.ir.erican, it took a 

very strong negative stand wben the Jews of Israel, baving proolaimed an 

independent state of their ow, were fighting for their lives aeaillat the 

invad1lli: amieB of five Arab .tates. 

At the time when the policy of the United States GoVe.rDm8ut itself, and 

of the great majority of Chr1atlan American clthaus, was to support the infant 

state, the American Council t'or Judaim condemned. 1t categorically_ 

If the American Council for Jad .. ,.sa were 8~IlCere in its detachment from 

Jewish problems outside of America. it would lis:" expressed no opinion whatso­

ever . Indeed. the question:tJould never have arieen. If the J eva represent ad 

in the American Council for Judaism are interested exclusively in conducting 

their own version of Judaism solely from the ~o1nt of view ot their cwn well­

beiD& all American citizena. why should it have any attitude at all towards the 

actions e1 ther o:f other J evs abroad, or of those American J ewe who d1 sagree 

with the Council? 

The tact is that the American Council tor J-oo.aiam has been dispen&1D8 

large DUma of money, eaq>loying the services of numerous a&8nts and representatives. 

and in general lobbying aa hard as it can - against Israel . 

It is well known that it is practically impossible for an American Jew 

to obtain a vi aa, on an American passport, from ~ of the Arab states t thoU&h .. 

of courae, ord.1na.ry American panporta of Christian Americana are honored by 

them. 
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The American Council for Judaism is naturally well aware of this. but 

instead of blaming the Arab states for th~lr Yindlctlv8nass with respect to 

Israel, the American Council for Judaism takes the stand that Israel is to blame 

for everything merely by virtue of haTing coos into existence . 

In short, its pretense of ttAmerlcan" objectivity bas been contredicted in 

action on ever,y single occasion by its unqualified support for all measures to 

the disadvantage of Israel. 

The latest exan:ple of this took. place this past November, when the State 

Department cut off economic aid to Israel for conti:o.uing with the vi tally needed 

Jordan hydro- electric project . 

Every d ngle Jr.""ish orgE'nizatioD in the country with the excention of 

the Amer i cnn Council for Judaism - insisted publicly thAt aid to Israel be 

resumed a t once. 

Among non- Zionist organizations supporting this view were the following: 

Ame:Hcan Jewish COlIl!:littee: American .Tewish Congress: 

Blnai Blrith and Anti-Defamation League; Council of Jewish 

Federations end Welfare .i'unds: Jewish ComlDUllity Relations 

Council; Jewish Labor Committee; Jewish ~ar Veterans; 

Ne.tionnl CoWlcil of' Jewish Women; Union o:f' }.meric211 Hebrew 

Congregations; Union of Orthodox Jewish COD£;regatioosj 

United Synagogue of Ar::I.ericaj Work!nen ' s Ci:rcle. 

These organizations, together with Zionist org.anizations, r epresent the 

totality of organized American Jewry. 

It is important to remeober this since the chief claim on the attention of 

the American public made by the Americen Council fo :r Judaism is that "Zionism!! 

does not express the point of view of the bulk of t h e American Jevs. The 

Cw.ncil cla ims that since there are only 750,000 en:rolled Zionists 10 the country. 

consequently they represent only a minority of Amer:1.cBll Jewry . 
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It 18 eDOugb. to point l'Iut that the Ansrican ~UDCU for Juda18IL ltsel:t 

does not even pretend to hall'e more than 15,000 members. and that Jeviah support 

tor Israel -- both Zionist and non-Zionist -- i, manifested not merely by the 

actual metlbershlp of Zioniat organizations, but by the overwhelming reaponse 

to requests for aid to Iarael. 

In t·he case referred to above, tor instance. the American Council for 

Judaiam congratulated the Secretary of State 00. October 28 for his luopensioD. 

of aid to Israel. A significant 8entence, taken verbatim from the telegram. 

1s a8 follows: It •• Americans of Jevisb faith. we are particularly &a&er to 

have you know that the Zionist pressure group. acting aa special pleaders for 

Israel do IIOt represent all American Jews.-

The degree to which the A1Derlcan CotmCll tor J'mai_ IIa7 be 8ald to 

"represent" Alcerican Jevry 1s clear trom the above • 

American Zionist Council 
Deeemb er. 1963 

• 
• • 

• 
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t:he AmeQicAn council fOR JU~Aism 
201 E. 57th STREET. NEW YORK 22, NEW YOR K . TELEPHONE PLAZA 9.6600 

IoIEMORANDUI, 

To: ~embers of the Ce~tral Conf Jrence of American Rabbis 
From: Rabbi Samue2 Halevi Earo~ , ~ . ~ .J. Religious Director 
Subject: IlXJ.".lir1~s Regal'di'!"!g t he Placeoent of Rabbis and 

Directors of Re:igiotis £ducation 

Dear Colleague: 

Duri~ the past year or so, the Couneil has received a number 
of iflluiries from presidents and board -,embers or congregations 
seeking spiritual leac!ers Cl:n educat1oJ13.1 directors who are 
dedicated. to classical American Re.rorm Judaism. We have only 
too orten not !rncJRin "'han to suggest or ",ho might be interested • 

At the moment , we know of several congregations which are actively 
seeldng the services of a Rabbi, and at major congregations lIhich 
desire a director of rellg10us education. These latter openings 
are rather attractive fOsit1ons and ~ould provide an interesting 
chal.lenge for the Ra~bi or layman ",ho qualifies. 

Please do not think for one moment that I would have the temerity 
to be a party to aqy usurpation of the function or jurisdiction 
of our Conferencels excellent Advisory Placement C~l1ttee, in 
whose iodiviriual and collective devotion, conscientiousness, and 
impartiality I have the greatest confidence. In view of the 
current official. starxis of the C.C.A.R. and U. A.H.C ., however , 
the Councills adherence to the princiyles of classical American 
Reform Judaism, as expressed in the .Pittsburgh Platform, has led 
like-minded congregational leaders to look to us for help • 

Accordingly, the Council ",111 be pleased to be of any' aid and 
service, upon request, 1n bringing such congregational leaders 
together ,,1 th interested Rabbis and religious educators- . TIe 
shall therefore be glad to bear, informally aDd confidentially, 
from men who desire to make known their interest in participating 
in such diSCUSSions with a Temple representative . It is not 
necessary for an interested P.abbi or edueatiooa.l. director to be 
a member of the CounCil; but "e sbould naturally like to have a 
clear indication of his Views, so that interested congregatioD8 
may have an accurate understanding of his devotion to classical 
American Reform Judaism. 

A /IOliollOl otF ... iMHon _Intol ... ;. "" ed~1 "08 ..... dedlcafed ~ tlte .... n.r1G1 tradlfiotl of JuOola. ond tIMo Inu.aJl .... IIOIionat. cMc. evltvral o lld .... , 
' ..... ,.,11000 of A_kana of J.wlsh foIth. n.. eov ... dI crMr.. lhe!, "1IOIJoM1ity ond r.ligioll _ MpOfVItI olld dlttInctJ our IIOtioIIoIity Is A..rko"" our ,...... Is 
J ..... ~ 0," ""-lalld " 1M U. S. A.. .. Re(ecta the ~ thol 1M Stat. of 1".,.1 ,. "The HotIoftoI tto ..... nd of 1M jewish people", _1 ... ~1ns "-I no J.w M 

v"'''p I'If Jews. indudlng I'" If'O~n of I"oe~ co ... re,,_1I1 all J.wJ. In ..... rkaj o ... d thol 1M notlonoU- of bNel -.. be confined Ia Ita OWl! bouftdon-. 
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THE INDIAlIA JEWISH CHBONICIJi 
January 15. 1954 

.&. !IBW SC!lOOL lOR lID'OlI! JUllAlll! 

A small but influential group ot members ot the IndianapoUs Hebrew Con­
gregation 'Who are dinatlsfied v1th the present currieu1uc. of ita religious 
school, have e%preased a desire to organize a sohool of their own to teach the 
beliefs ot the American Cow::t.cil for J\I1a1sm. 

When this vas presented before the Temple beard it was overwhelmingly 
rejected. Most at. the directors disapproved of two schools operatiD& under 
oue root e.ai whereby their rabbi would haTe no pert in its direction. 

Summed up what doe6 the feud amount tot J'lrllt, this group b oppoaed to 
the preaent curricula BDdors&d b7 the UnioD. ot a.eriCaD Hebrew COD8l'sgatio1l8 
because it f'1nde that it 18 etoo Jev1Ih.· 

Second, the Union curricul1:UD. ooJlsidera Jeva as a People and teaches loyalt,. 
for Israel. This is distasteful to the M.a.'.re becauee th.e;r belitlve that 
Jews are a "Religious group· not a People and are opposed. to the ph11oao~ of 
"Javiah Nationali ... n 

The activities of the antt-Zionilllt Allerican COUDell for Jwla181l bave beeD. 
atroIlgly denounced by the RCRAC, the lPna.1 :B'rith and. other leadiDg Jewish 
organizationa for the confusion they have cauaed in tha mInds of the American 
publio and the damage the;, haYe dOlle to our people. !lhelr vicioUd statements 
which have un,Justl;r charged Acerican Jewa wbo hSY8 ginn aid to Israel, with 
dual loyalty. have becOl:l8 oamunit1on for Arab propacandista and the hate peddlers 
of our country. 

The supporters of the new achool. kDowiDC of the odium attached to tbB 
American Council for Judaism. want it to be mown that they are not ambers of 
it.. But speaking frankly, once ;you accept and teach ita philo80phle •• beco.ll1..n&: 
a member 1s the next logical step. In such a case, the achool becomes a 
"Trojan Horse .. " 

The Council wnts a watered down Yeraion of Juda181D. Their new textbooks 
leaTe out important aspects of Jewish life and hir;tory. They want to cut thEa­
selves off from the past an1 by so doing, fail to realize that they are de8troTilIg 
their future. 

The Council recommends the use of the Unitarian Religious School text 
books published by the :Beacon Press. This ma.y be fine for Unitarian. but they 
have no place in the Jewish religious achool unless we want to teach our ohildren. 
to b'I Un! tar1an •• 

'l!he sponsors of the naw school have asked the use ot the facilities of the 
Jeviah iducation Assoclation who have referred the matter to its parent bod7. 
the Jewish Jederation. j,t a recent meetiag of the J'ederation Board, it vaa 
referred back to the JEA. with a recommendation that it grant such request. 
The JEA. Board will meet on January 24 to further consider the matter. 

lIhat are the issues involved! 
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firat, the dissenters haTe a l'1cht to o.rcan1ze their own achool if they 
are dissatisfied with the present oae. It' \h8y want lees religion tor their 
children or a different type. that 1. their American prerogative. If thq 
would rent 8 place that 18 DO vq supported by' the entire Jevieh community. 
then the matter would be simply relOl.,... But 'When they ask for the use of 
a building that is a subsidiary .. ~1Ie .TWUh iederation. then that is quite 
another thing. 

A large part of the Federation budcet go.se tor larae1 causes. If it gave 
official recognition to an anti-Israel croup, then the :federation places itself 
in the anomalous post tioD of deetro)"Uc the TSry thinge for which 1 t stBDds. 

To permit the USB of the JEA which 18 atrongly grounded in Jewish traditioll. 
where the teaching ot Hebrew h maDClato%'Y. to an orcanilatioll elch gives lip 
service but 1s oppoeed to the teenbinc. ot Hebrew. it 18 the he1&ht of incon­
sistency aD! compromise. sUCh institution. 

We feol that tho collllllUDitjr 1>7 &lid llU'P. has no .~t~ wlth the activities 
of the .Americ8Il Council for Judai_. 8D:d would. froWZL U?On 8.lJ7 cesture vhich 
vould give it MY recagnlt10n or encourscelll8Dt here. 

We earnestly hope that DOthing wlll be d""" to disrupt tho tine spirit of 
unity in the communi't7 that ve have 80 long enjoyed • 

• • • 
• 
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y UniTerlity ~t Cbicage 
Ch1011&<> ?II. 11110011 

J azmarr 26, 1954 

JIJo. CIera14 "~~!~ C ... 'wriican ~oUDC1t tor Judat .. ;> 
201 Bali j vt 
llev York 22, 11. Y. 

D.ar JIJo. !lank: 

I haTe recelTeci lOur letter of J_ur.r 14, tocetber with yarioul pamphlets 
aa4 .tatements e3pla1ning the position aDd work of the American Council for 
Judai.... . 

I sa a Ohrlotien who hal boac on oatopokeA fnom aD4 _rter of the 
Zionlot movement. I roJoice with hraal. the int.rnational oollllllWlity of faith. 
at the o.tabl1.-t of Ierael, tho polltioal Stat., I 40 IIOt bell.ve that the 
herican loyalty of a Jew 1, cOlllpromiaed by the existence ot the State of Israel. 
nor do I believe that 1t d.atroyw tbe UDiT8rNllt,. of the fa1th he profeasel. I 
realize. with IDOlt ot ~ Jew1ah friends, that it 1. not al¥q'l easy to make clear 
tho d1ltinctioll bot"".,. Judai .. al a uniT01'1Ial faith. aIld hrael as a political. 
.tate. But 1t 1. impossible tor me to conclude therefrom that either one or the 
other 1, illegitimate. J,8 a Protestant Chrlet181l, aDd an American, 1 st8lld tor 
a pluralietic approach to AmericSll life aDd culture. 1 fear any encroachment 
toward a monolithio cultural. struoture in American 8Ociet1'. Jews and Catholics 
bring to our common Bcene patterns ot lUe aDd. culture inspired by a rel1&ioua 
tradition end heritage which oan be earich1ng fctr all of UB. and help to ensure 
Tariety and freedom.. The relation between faith and culture 1a always open to 
a vari.ty ot interpr.tatio .... but I Call , •• Uttle point to a faith which 40 •• 
not exert IOlle very emphatic aDd diat1Dctive cultural 1Il:tluenc8s. 

I ""uld vi.w with diGlll&1 a:tr:I att..,t to a .. ill1l.at. Judai ... so readily to a 
•• calar .American pattern at lUe that could no 10D&er exercise a critical cultural 
influence. 

1 am not at all persuaded that )leur council 1. rerderiDg either Judaisil or 
AMrlca a positive aeIVice. I rather tear that you are an embarrasement to J\1daism. 
that comes at an UDl>rop1tloua t1aa. 1 am aleo atrald lest you ',ell Ihort' aDd 
fatl to appreciate as you ehould, the great civilizing and critical function which 
i. the historic Ida.ioll aD4 heritsce ot Israel. 

Cordially ;JOUr', 

(SIcna4) J. eo.rt ~laar_ 

Dr. J. eoon ~laor_ 10 a ..... b.r sf the Dutch lIe!OrJI Church. 110 atuAia4 
at the New Bf"Imlw1ok Thealec1cel S8Idna.r,y tlbere he later wal hetes.or ot 
Old T •• t .. 8Dt. II. recelva4 hi. Pll.D. in Old T •• t .. ant Theology at the 
Divinity School cf the Univers1t1' of Chicago aDd haa beeD. Associate 
Protessor ot Old T •• tament Theology at ths la4arated n.sological laculty 
at the University of Chicago alnce 1945. He was a Bear kat MlIlioD2.q 
and an instructor at the Amerloan School tar 1301'8 in Balra, Iraq trom 
1931 to 1935. 
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Rabbi Berbotrt .I.. Fri.<:I_ 
2419 But. r. .. ood Bl .. 1. 
~ 1, lf1acoaa1in 

Dear Herba 

!larch 26, 1954 

Ref. 76/8h97 

TbanIaI tor ,.,.".110110 ,of I!arob 23ft, 19S4. Tbe 
facta are .. !ou.o..a 

Tbe original. pampblAtt. wu .... t out with a COTe"" 
1ng letter t""" the CI....,.,u tor Judd .. aDd was 
reeeioed b7 _ of tho.ir _JIbe" 10 IIev York who 
turned 1.1. oYer to our peopl8. The paphlet as 
such does not. bear tbil .tap of the Co\Dlc11, a 
fact tbe::r ft'J7 clenr:..,. aT01cled.. 

I .. afraid this i. aU the iofonoation I haft 
at the preeent. u.. 
You will r .. lOber tba·t during ~ Ti.u. 10 JOIlWU'7 
.... discussed a eertaiJ, .tf ort which should be made 
and I vc:ader how far ;,-ou haft! progressed. 

Kindest. regards to YOll and your v1!e. 

Noh"", J.s tar, 
nee CoruIul 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
142 MAllISON AVENUE NEW' YORK 11. N. Y. 

110. 32-C 

April 7. 1954 

To the Local Committees 
of the AMBRICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL: 

ALERT: TRII.VELIJiG ARAlI PIlOPAGANDISTS 

The Rev. Joseph P. Connell, S. J _, Dean of ~8gbded College, Iraq. 
is now on tour in this country under the auspices of the American 
Friende of the Middle East, appearing before student SDd faculty bodies, 
civic, ohurch. and international It1lC11' groups in Texas. Louisiana, 
Missour!. Minnssota, Illinois, Massachusetts. Wasbiqgto.l1. D. C., 
Pennsylvania. aDd New York. 

Although the subJect of 'ather Connoll'. talk is 'Cultural Hlotory 
of Iraq." it is most likely that he ~ll deal with current problems. 
In this connection he should be asked about present treatment of Jel-/s 
in Iraq aDd the detention of Israeli citizens by the Iraqi government 
without trial. lather Connell should be asked for his reaction to the 
recent statement of the Iraqi Premier that Jews still living in Iraq 
are a source of danger to the countr,y and how he reconciles this with 
freedom of religion in Iraq • 

••••• 
The continuing close connection between the AFME and the American 

Council for Judai8m is now confirmed by the frequent appearance of Miss 
Dorothy Thompson at meetiDgs under ACJ auspices. She is speakiDg under 
the auspices of the Richmond. Virginia Chapter of ACJ on April 13. We 
should ~preciate any information regarding other appearances before 
ACJ chapters. 

Please keep in clos8 touch with us about tourillg Arab props&andists. 
Reports on their appearances are valuable. Information in advance, 00,..... 
ever, is even more important. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ \ . 
\. ," , . .1),-" --L v. ......... 
r" 

JU:Lll RabbJ Jeroma Unger 
Executive Director 

CONSlllUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Red ... h 'WOIDOQ', Zioaht OrpuhadOD of America • BapoeI Hem' Id' Laho1" ZioDill O. ' !. ef.' I p..a. 7J. 
• IIiD-achI Orpukadon of Ameriea • Pro~ ZioIIiIl Le.po--P·± • 1" Ibtak • Uidled ZIubt LIMl' Part)' ( ..... 
~@ A:f'Odm.P..Je 7J..) • ZionUt Or,m"'&'n of AmericII • 1JoaiaQ.Reridnllll.1 "-lea 
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"" ~' Pilgrim Congregational Church 
2317 N. 52nd SlruC Mi'loIiauUe 10, Wisconsin 

REV. PAUL GIlt. RussO. MINISTER 

APRIL 8, 1954 

r4y DEA.R HERBERT J 

HAVE THOU~HT ABOUT YOU ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS. ONCE I EVEN DREAMED ABOUT 
YOU. I DON'T MIND YOUR PENETRATINC INTO MY CONSCIOUS HIND, BUT YOU CER­
TAINLY OONIT HAVE TO eET DOWN INTO THE UNCONSCIOUS REALM. 

READ THE NEWSPAPER REPORT OF RABBI BERNSTEIN'S ADDRESS CONCERNIH~ HCCARTHY­
ISM AND ZIONISM. IT WAS PRETTY STRONe LANGUAGE AND CERTAINLY VERY PARTISAN. 
I HAVE USEO SIMILAR LANCUACE MANY TIMES BUT I THINK, AS I eET OLDER, THAT 
SOME OF US ARE JUST AS POWERFUL IN OUR OWN "ANTIS" AS OTHERS ARE. SURELY 
IN A OEMOCRATIC CROUP, UNDERGIRDED BY FA'~H AND CODa WILL, ALL POINTS OF 
VIEW SHOULD BE ABLE TO BE PRESENTED AND ULTIMATELY CLARIFIED TO COMMON AD­
VANTAGE. 

I PERSONALLY DOUBT WHETHER ANYONE COULD GET ME TO GIVE TOO MUCH ON Mc­
CARTHYISH. Now THAT HE IS UNDER PRESSURE HE WILL MAKE ONE MISTA.E AFTER 
ANOTHER. THAT "JACKAL IMACE" THAT NE THREW AT MURROW THE OTHER NIGHT IS 
SIMPLY AN UNCONSCIOUS IMAGE ON HIS OWN PART REVEALING HOW HE FELT AT THE 
MOMENT. I PREDICT THAT WITHIN A PERIOD OF 18 MONTHS, IF NOT SOONER, HE WILL 
BE IN ABSOLUTE OlseRACE. 

I CONFESS, HOWEVER, THAT I 00 NOT HOLD SIMILAR VIEWS ABOUT ZIONISM. 
THOUGHT YOU DID A MACNIFICENT JOB THE EVENING I HEARD YOU, AND I ACREED WITH 
YOUR UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR IMACES, BUT I DISACREED THAT PARTICULARISM 
NEEDS TO BE NATIONALISTIC AT ANY TIME. FOR MANY THE MOST SIGNIFICANT YES­
SEL AND AGENCY OF THE HEBREW HERITAGE HAS BEEN THE CONGREGATION AND THE 
FREE SYNAGOGUE. THE MOMENT YOU BECOME POLITICAL, OR HIGHLY CENTRALIZEO, 
OR HIGHLY INSTITUTIONALIZED, OR GREATLY TEHPLIZEO, THEN YOU ARE SIMPLY 
FALLING INTO ANCIENT PITS. IT IS JUST A QUESTION OF TIME THAT HEBREW 
NATIONALISM WILL SUFFER THE SAME CONSE~UENCES OF PREVIOUS NATIONALISMS. 

FRANZ WERFEL ONCE SAID, "THE HEBREW CANNOT ESCAPE HIS DESTINY. ~HENEYER HE 
TRIES HE WILL ONLY END IN GREATER AGONY." THE ETERNAL PROBLEM IS THE PROPER 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE JEW AND GENTILE. HAVE YOU EVER SOLVED IT? AN~ PLEASE 
00 HOT MISTAKE THE GENTILE TO BE A CHRISTIAN, BECAUSE HE ISN'T. IT IS ~SO 
THE BASIS PROBLEM O~ THE CHRISTIAN TO FACE HIS PROPER RELATIONSHIP TO THE 
JEW AND THE GENTILE. 

00 YOU NOT THINK THAT A MAN L1teE JACK KAHN SHOULD BE ENTITLED TO COME TO YOU 
AND SAY THAT THERE ARE SOHE IDEAS ABOUT THESE THINGS THAT SOHE OF US POSSESS 
THAT ARE A LITTLE DIFFERENT THAN YOURS? 00 YOU NOT FEEL THAT WE MIGHT EX­
PRESS THEM AND DISCUSS THEM AND AC~UIRE SOME COMMON FEELING AND COMMON 



P.<. #2 

RESOLUTION? WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO JACK KAUN? WOULD YOU DENY TO HIM 
THE RIGHT WHICH YOU CLAIM WE SHOULD ALL POSSESS IN COMMON? IT IS THIS 
PRECISELY THAT DISTURBS JACK KAHN MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE. 

PERSONALLY, I DON'T THINK THAT WE HAVE ANYTHING TO BE AFRAIO OF . THE 
BEST TRUTH WILL ALWAYS OUT WHEN MEN PROCEED IN GOOD WILL. 

TAKE IT EASY, OLD KID. ENJOY IT. 

PG:11.. 

RABB I HERBERT FRIEDMAN 
2419 E. KENWOOD BLVD . 
MILWAUKEE 

, 
.. 


	ms0763.003.012.target
	ms0763.003.012



