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1001 KEYSTONE STATEBUILDING - 1321 ARCH STREET
Telephone RiTtenboure 8357 PHILADELPHIA 7, PA.

January 24, 1944

a"ﬂlr- :'I'ed LBW
1228 St. Paul
penver, Colorado

Dear ir. Levy:

You CAEK protest esgeinst the discriminatory portions
of the British White raper without subscribling to Jewisn
netlonalism end thus increesing the tensions begwsen two
nationalisms contending for falestins.

Enciosed is ths official statemsnt of ths Americen
Council for Judeism on the Mclbonsld Wnite Peper of 1939.
sy 1 urze you to read this statement cerefully?

2leese notice that it asks no special rignts for Jews
and ssks no more for Jews in ralestine then for any place
in the world. HNot regussting special rights for Jews eny-
where, the Council is not in e position of countsnancing in-
ferior righits anywnere,

Hotice too that this statement seexs ebrogation of tns
Wnite reper's discriminatory sections upon the oroad basis
of universal, democratic principles. Notics too that it re-
teins the modsrn world's conception of the Jew as & member
of & religious commmunity end rejects the concept of the Jew
&s a member of & segregested, political-national.

ve believe this is a dignified protest that will have
more effect than & politicel protest besed upon nerrow,
ssparatist, Jewisn politicel claims., "Not by poer and not
by mizht but by iy spirit, seith the Lord".

1f you find that this statement reflects your own
seantiments; if you wish to participete in contemporery Jewish
1ife upon the besis of & non-nationalistic program; if you
wisn Jews to bheve aeccess to ralestine end believe the imtrusion
of separate, Jewish stateism is a deterrent in ths effective
uss of relestine &s & refuge, we will welcome your msmberhip
in the American Council for Judeism, Inc.

Very truly yours,

Aebbi Llmer ger
EB:aG THz AMERICAN COUNOLIL FOU#
incl.
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TELEPHONE TABOR S48 August 15, 1944

Rev. Herbert Friedman
1595 Pearl Street
Denver (5) Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Now that the soreness which resulted from the verbal
castigation which I received at yesterday's luncheon has be-
come healed, it may be of some advantage to you to knmow the
reaction of myself and some of my friends to the affair. This
will ease my mind and it may furnish some food for thought for
yourself.

First, let me say that I was invited to attend this
luncheon by Miss Duniewitz, who said that you wouléd preside and
that your friend from Omaha would address the meeting on behalf of
"Unity of the Jews! and that it was desired to have as many as
possible present as & compliment, both to you and to him. That
was all that J--and I speak for a number of my friends--knew of
the purpose of the meeting. I went there because I desired to pay
my respect to you and to Temple Emanuel, which you represent. I
am a very unimportant, and hitherto silent, member of the American
Council. Had I been told the true purpose of the meeting, I prob-
ably should not have gone. I feel therefore that the procedure
adopted was highly deceptive and unworthy of you. This type of
action has not been typical in the past of Temple Emanuel, and I
hope it does not have your approval.

My membership in the Council is due, not as suggested by
your friend from Omaha, to chance nor to ignorance. I fully and
conseientiously approve of the stated objects of the Council. I
had hoped that perhaps your friend would address us logically and
give us some arguments as to why we were wrong. As a matter of
fact, he avoided the true issues involved, which, in my mind, are
political. He did not try to answer any arguments; in fact, he
employed only one argument, a very old argument--ad hominem. He
appealed on behalf of the starving women and children and helpless
old men as though none but his owmn followers had any sympathy or
intent to help our needy brethren. That type of argument, of course,
placed him immediately on the level of any political speaker, and
to a group of supposedly intelligent people, it was most unkind.

He avolded all mention of the political implications involved, of
the futility and dangers which might ensue to our people, and merely
assumed that his method was the one and only method of accomplishing
an object which is common to all of us. This was so interlarded
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with vilification and abuse, and so characteristic of certain groups,
and so distasteful to me that I felt that I should have the priv-
ilege of registering my protest.

Now, as a result of the meeting, I am more than ever
impressed with the fact that there is a distinct need for the
Council, and for a group who can represent a very considerable por-
tion of American Jews who are no longer consenting to be shouted
down or misled into what they believe is a very unwise activity.

Your personzal feelings and my own are not involved.
I think you will concede, as I do, that each of us is fully en-
titled to his own opinion, but the method employed yesterday is
unworthy of you and of the institution which you spiritually rep-
resent. I can assure you that many of the flarge and enthusiasticn
audience, gathered at least in part by subterfuge, agree with all
I have said here, and feel that the meeting tended toward dis-

unity rather than unity.
e s
APPEéjéﬁyéA}/
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Mr. Leon Grauman,
789 Milwaukee,
Denver, Colo.

Dear Friend:

For & great many years now many of us have felt that
Reform Judaism has been derelict in its duties to the concept
of the Jew as an individuel, different in no other regard
than his religion from the people who constitute the majority
population of the.environment in which he lives.

This is an American idea, based upon a society that re-
gards the individual man es the basis of its own way of 1life.
For this principle we are fighting & war., Our prayers are
that the peace will extiend the principle to other places in
the world.

To us, it is incredible that in the face of such hopes,
that branch of Judaism which might have led the world in such
uhlnklng is now paraly sed and stultified by a process of ap-
pea31ng the group of Jews who demand rights for Jews upon the
basis of common group interests,) such as nationhood and politics.

The TQSUlu of this patternless compromise has produced
a queer amalgam of Orthodoxy, Conservatism and Reform, in
which the forward-loocking pattern of Reform has suffered.

This degeneration of Reform is witnessed to in the con-
stant attempts to introduce discarded ceremonialisms into the
ritual; in the steady increase of Jewish nationalistic thinking
in our religious school materials; in the employment by the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations of an avowed Yiddishist
and Zionist as its Director of Education; in the participation
of the Union in the American Jewish Conference; in the abdi-
cation of leadership by the Central Conference of American
Rabbis by declaring its "neutrality"™ on the issue of political
Zionism; in the growing number of anti-Reform Rabbis being
ordained by the Hebrew Union College; in the unhappy alliance
of Hebrew Union College alumni with alumni of the Jewish
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Institute of Religion, which represents an avowedly different
philosophy of Judaism; in the rapid increase of "token" Reform
Jews in Reform Congregations, men and women who make no secret
of their disdein for Reform but who join Reform congregations
for any number of reasons and then proceed to liquidate the
principles of Reform.

We view with great alarm, these tendencies and others,
in all parts of the nation, We have watched patiently for
some indication that the trend would be halted. We see none
forthcoming.

Therefore, we believe that we have reached a period in
history when, as at the beginnings of Reform, leadership must
be taken by laymen who have no vested intereata in official
Jewish life; who are sincere in their concern for Judaism and
the future of men and women who are Jews.

We believe that as between these two philosophies --
that of Jews being regarded as free, individual men and Jews
being considered a special group which must ask for special
privileges and treatment, there is no ecompromise possible.

We have joined therefore, with those men and women in
Houston, Texas and in Lincoln, Nebraska who have with such
courage and devotion begun what we believe to be a historic
movement in American Jewry.

We hopefully announce the formation of the American
Reform Jewish Congregation, dedicated to the principles which
we have had prepared and enclose for you to read.

This is, to our best knowledge, the third congregation
in this layman’s movement. We have just begun. We hope others
will follow as we have followed those who pioneered before us.

In any event, we are grateful for your attention and
would appreciate hearing from you with any observations you
may care to offer.

Very sincerely,
AMERICAN REFORM JEWISH CONGREGATION

ﬁwf’/m

President



Leoture delivered Friday, Feb, 21, 1947
by Rabbi Hyman Judah Schacktel

THE ISSUES IN THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL DRIVE FOR 1947

Almost everyone in the United Etntes today is aware that the world
situation in so far as pence, political and economic rehnbilitation is coneernsd
i& in o critical stages Conditions everywhere since the war ended in August
1945 are, to use mediocal terms, pathologic and anemice It is, therefore; most
surprising that American Jewry should be astonished to learn thut the goal of the
U, Jo Ae for 1947 in the United States is $170,000,000,00, It is true thut iasi
year the leaders of the drive told us that thie was o "give on o one~tims basis”,
tut these men were expecting, as all of us were, that recovery and improvement
wo:ld be very raupid., Ewven here in the United Staotes we did not foresee that there
would be so many strikes and other forms of social upheavnl which would hinder pro-
gress in this free and rich countrys

The grim facts are not of anyone's choosing, The reality is uzly,
eordid apd crual., Instead of improvement there has |

Instead of the

firm, sure progress of peace and good will there has been o deterioration within
the wnr-cursed countries, as well ns in intern.tional relationships. The $170 |
miilion we are asked to railse of which Heustonsis to countribute around a milliom,
is & minimum necessity. Mtualﬁly. five and ten timcs ns much could be used. Not
ons of us, therefore, ought to indulge too long in expressions of shock and sur-
prise but permit our reason and our krowledpge to prewvuil nand realize that a
growing and terrible need is wniling through un endless night of despeire Human

bw, throu 1t of ir owm, young and old

children of Isrnel in Egypt, groan and yearm for redomptions

— —

Now what of those who would wifhhold support of U, Js A, on politicul

grounds? This impresses me us being unrealistic., Cortainly there is no ome who

rajnotas more than I do the philosophy and the program of politicnl Zionism., No

- ——

one can regret more than I do that out of the funds which are contributed samo

e

porﬁion goes to ald the political propagands of Jewish nationalism, And yet, as

——

one confronts the issues of the U. Ja As of 1947 one onn'only came to an affirma-

tive decision nnd when nsked to pive must answeruneguivocallytnnd willingly "yes"!
o T N ——
What nre these issues that persunde me so0 conclusively that we must

meet the goal of the U, J, A,? First of all, there is Europe itself. ZEyrope has

gone from bad to worse since victory over litler. Fostung Buropa is now Finster

Europaw The fortress is broken but dorkness is thers for all light wns shattered,

The evil seed of Nazism still is present and thers hns been little change of heart,

How could it be otherwise with more than s decnde of Hitler? With all
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the evil that war lets loose whati else should there be but darkness in Europe? A
fow days ago in New York I found myself seated in a restaurant next to a Roman
Casholic priest. We introduced ourselves to one another and he told me that eight
ysars ago ho fled from his birthplace, Cologne, Germany, because of his anti-Nazi
writings and finally came to this country where he is carrying on his consecrated ‘
work in a small community south of St. Louis., He recently revisited his home and
from the letters he receives from thers lntely he told me sadly that despite the
violence and the suffering, and the horror, the people are the same--the same

pff_,j_t@_i___m. the same greed, the same selfishnesg, At first I was taken aback for

we oan understand why people in Americn might not have leurned a lesson fram the
war; but how can it be possible thers in the heart of the conflict? But we talked
it through and we both agreed that the fruit of war is never sweet but alwmys
bitter. Only Hitler and Mussolini zloried ﬁi_‘b}n products of wars We in the house
of God have ailwnys known that the sword brings evil into the world--that the

Caesars are the ourse of civilization.

Horeover, in Polend anti-Semctic excesses huye broken out. _Thus
thousands of our coraligionists pour into t:!w Auarﬂ:nn zone of German occupation and
now over 200 thousand Jews are in concentration campss I heard Earl Harrison, the
former United States Commissioner of Immigsration, (you will remember his report to
the President last year) speank in Philadelphia last weeks He snid to uss "I pleaded

ad, thot these people who have

been tortured by the Nnzis must be freed. Mow, 19 months haye pnssed and they still
_____.———————__"'_--—_ - ’

languishe Dachau is still a concentration caxp even though it no longer has the

ghastly paraphernalia used by the Nazis. It is nw'intolerable state of livinz for
these abused victims of Cermany. They rast be brought forth",

Consider the plight of the children end it is enough to make the haart
break with sorrow. Perheps we can make ourselves accept the faet that adults suffer.
They have lived a good portion of their lives, they are better propared to meet the

problemsy but little children, innocents, young ones, %o their suffering we connot

ever be reconciled. Miss McCormick of the New York Times reports that all young

people of Europe want to get out. There is the yearning to find a rew world, a

—~

new loand somewhere else. How much the more then is this the msed of those of our
=t

faith who still are olosed up in camps, who are displaced people living not only

lives of tribulation but haunted by the most terrible memurles. To be sure, we
must believe in a future for Europe. Oertainly some dey = better Europe will riss
and in it we will find the people of our faith together with their neighbors, living
in peace. But now and for a long time to came there is the thick darkness befors

that dawne. Now it is only u Europe with a bleody, horrible past,



The second issua that we must confront when wo think of the work
of the U. J. A, is Palestine. Granted that Palestine today is an armed camp in

which the terrorists, the extremists on both sidos are daily adding bloodshed and

——

viclence to a situstion which grows constantly worse. As one who opposas Jewish,

nationalism I fervertly work and pray for the day when this violence shall cease-.

ond o free Pnlestire emerge. Of course, it is true thut the Jewish agenoy is the

mouthpiece of politicul Zionism. It also presumes to spenk for cll the Jews of the
world, Yet the faot remains, as much as we would wish it otherwise, that it is the
spokesman for Palestine Jowry rnd hew ever wrong is its present direction, it is

nere the less essential, Thgre must bte o defense apency for Jews in Polestina, The

¥oslem world around them is hostile. There is native Aradb opposition, It is o life

constantly in danger as new groups go vub to settle new villuges. There are Arab
loadars who cooperated with the Nazis during $he war. There is 50 escaping the

the United States we spend six at*l-ll;ﬁﬂ.-_:-c-iz_d_ more dollars for the A D. L., for joint

defense against anti-Semitism. Ewen here in this froe land we must be on the alert

agninst those un-imerican forges thit now nre rising, Rev. Gerald K. Smith has

opened up his headquarters in Ft. Torth, Texns and last night spoke to thousands

in one of the churches of that ommi_tl-. If we meed defense here, how much the

—_—

more do they need defense. ?nle:i:m must hive puardiopship for its present safety

and for its future. As much, then, us W8 éeglore “he torroriste and the wild lack
of restraint, let us not forget that % Is The nl hera 20 many of the refugees

wish to go and where they cre wWanted, ‘Yie:;.@;ge not withhold our support of life in

Pclestine lest wa dash ths cup of prm&sa from tlﬁp_iips of those wha yearn to go

thsre. We have other agencies in which to work to offset the extreme politics of

Zionism. We in America must work this thing out for ourselves but it strikes me re
oring another form of extremism to reluse to support the U. J. A, because a portion

of the funds go to the political propagonda of the Zionists. Twnd_m

( is that the largest part of those funds go for the constructive life of Jews in

——

Palestirs. These poopls must be housed when they arrive there, they must be fed, they

must be helped along. We cannot afford to let Palestine becoms & misernble failure,

T R
2 bankru-pbe.y of human redemption. We cannot bring pouple ocut of the ice-houss of
==pesifign T
Europe and atendon them in the cauldrun of Palesting. What kind of brotherly love
would it removed people frum the house of bondage and then forsoock themg

cast them away to die in a wilderness, Adequate funds in the Us J. A mean manma
e — — _—

from heaven to the stricken mew nrriwnls in Palestines The day is yet coming when

Palestine Jewry shall, together with the uther inhabitants, be strong and independent
e — ] el

and moke supreme countributions to the wélfnre of mankind, even os rew Palestine has

already done within the short span of its modern existence.

.
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The third issue in this campaign is the United States itself. Vo are
the richest cammunity of Jewry in the world, blessed with every advantage. Ve
roised 105 million dollars last year and it hardly caused any of us any special

sacrifice., And remember, it was the biggest eollection of funds ever. It was o

one-time big g_if_;_drive and still we did not go without a mecl HnF Were wouncied.
Wwe did well lust year and the years befuore and we can and must do better tiss
your. dJust as the world expects salvation from America and hsre has establlishad
the site of the United Nations, sven so is it expected of American Jewry to bring
salvation. Vho can refuse to understand how the displaced Jews of Europe regard
us here us their redeemers? Where else shull they turn if not to American Israel?
Alas, we keenly and deeply regret the political cat's paw that has
been made out of politieal Zionism in the United States. Eow dungerous is the con-
cept of the Jewish vaote which the Ziqniai:s'ha'w freely used in their thrust for
powsr. But there is & way to meet this and it must be met within ourselves and
through sotion which 18 democratic. It eertainly is no argument for withholding

our contributions to the U, J. &. Wrong us 1% is for political Zionism to do as oy

it does, and as much as we must strive to withstand and reject it, the struggle with

e — — I
political Zionism here is s luxury cumpured with the desperate fight for life that

——

goes on abroad.

Let me direct your atbembion % the fourth issue in the U. J. 4.
drive--it is the world. The U, Je s supports our goreligionists wharever they
go, even as it helps the Jews who ocan remain in Zurope. Whether it be Asis,

South America, South Africa, North Amerign af large or right here in our own coun-

try, it is the money nnd persomnel of Us J. A WHEon belngs salvation to fallows
Jews who would otherwise be lost and pe:_-"ia’h;‘.

And finally there is the humaniturinn isswe. The world needs us to
Go all that we can to survive. Tie have always arisen by our own strength after
every whirlwind. The religious cammunity of Isruel has ever decided to live and

not to die. VWhen the cry fur life owmes to us from abroad the sound of theocry s
= iy et

not Zionist or antieZionist, Orthodox, Conserwvitive or Reform. It is the eory of

a fellow human being, a religivus brother afflicted by the curse of man's in-
humanity to man. It is the ory of the most tormented vietim of a Hitlerism which
has plunged all people intn the abyss of sorrow and suffering.

I can never furget the puigmant story told of a little boy housed in
one of the J. D. C, institutions in France. He wus the sole survivor of a large
family. Every effort to make the child laugh or play wus futile. There seemed no
woy to reach the heaurt of this child. One day after n snowfall he wrote a little

poem which revesled his soul's anguish. This is what he wrote:
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June 4, 1947.

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
Temple Emanuel,
1595 Pearl Street,
Denver, Colorado.
Dear Herb:

It was a joy to have you with us
for dinner the other night. We are both look-
ing forward to meeting your wife as well.

The enclosed clipping from the Jewish
Exponent should be answered. It refers to
Lessing Rosenwald's speech before the American
Council for Judaism in Philadelphia about the
displaced persons. I wish you could find the
time to write me what you think about Rosenwald's
statement.

With kind personal regards from Mrs.
Levinthal and myself,
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August 21, 1947

Dear Friend: .

In response to a request by ilr. Harry Goldstein,
The Us Je As Field Representutive, T am sending
you the encleosed copy of an wddress on tlie United
Jewish Appeal.

I hope that you will read this address and that
you will agree with my conclusions,

Yours faithfully,

TRUSTEES

R. W. ASKANASE

I. 5. BROCHSTEIN

LEON GORDON

M. M. GORDON

MRS. W. W. MUNIESHEINER
1. . STRAUSS

SAM SURAVITZ

HARRY SUSMAN

DR. EMILE ZAX

SISTERHOOD
MRS. BENJAMIN BLOOM

BROTHERHOOD
M. W, SCHWARTZ

R s WO

Hyman Judah Schashtel, Rabbi,

Congregation Beth Israel.
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January 30, 1948

Rabbl Morris S. Lazaron,

Baltimore Hebrew oou:nution, :
7401 Park Heishts Avenue,
Baltimore 8, Maryland.

My Dear Rabbi Lazaron:

One of the members of my congregation
Mr. Jack A. Weil, has recently returned from the
conference of the American Council for Judaism at
St. Louis, Mr. Weil has indicated to me that you
are plannine a speaking tour © %his western t 2
during the latter part og___ b
that your itin _ uld per

case
pulp{t at the m ev

service on Friday eveni
cause the entire seri
week, and thmrmfhﬁ __
T shall be %‘tﬁ b fﬂch ud s» Dot
8 ec ae. 8, M postpone
t.hat even further 1r th is thi'gost mmuo
date to you. ¢

I think you should know that I :btnnt.h
the majority of the mem in the CCAR in resard to my
convictions on Palestine. T have a member of
the Zionist orsanization for many years now. My
coneresation knows of my predilections. That does
not mean, however, that you are to feel restrained
in any manner wha er. In occupying the pulpit,
you should feel perfectly free to express your
views as you understand them.

Hopine that you will be able to be with us
in Denver, and looking forward to an acceptance of
our invitation, I am

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman



ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS
w. May ” 1949

JBMISi CHIEF RAPS ISRAEL AS "DNMER GHEFTO™

“Cenfusing Judaiem and Zieniem® declared Klmr Berger last night st
Temple Bmnuel, "is ewhanging the physieal ghetto of the present.”

Dr, Berger, national exscutive divector of the Amerdcan Council for Judaimm,
spoke st a meeting spmsored by the cowneil's Denver chapters

The cowcil, Dr, Berger said, stands for one bssie principle - thet Judaim
is a religion and that its American followers are imericans "met a mythical
netionalistic growp comveniemtly labeled Jews.” ,

At the mement its fight is against Zienist organizatioms which Dr. Berger
charged despite their small membership presme to speak for the vhale body of
"Jows!' in America. |

The comcll was againet the fomstien of an Isreeli state especially for
and by Jaws.

Now that Isreel has come irto being, they hope it Adll become a liberal, demoe
oratis state rether than the theoretis nation they fear it is becoming - but they
emphagise thet: Ahey have'ns mevs Sberest In.dle velfare than they have in, say,
Ttaly or Peland,



ZIONIST MOVE WANING, SAYS JEWISH LEADER
Denver Post, May 3, 1949 (Tuesdsy)

An end to the growth of the Zionist movement was predicted
Tuesdsy by Dr. Elmer Berger, national exscutive director
of the American Council for Judaism.

Dr. Berger is E.
zipoaif. on to

and that nationality of Jews u M
which they reside.

The uppcaltwﬂoﬂ-, Dr mmmmm an
emoticnal basis, %ﬂill on the terrible plight
of displeced pomm a predicted thut a full understanding
of thei;uvmnt freed of such exzotional considerstions would
liait .

Dr., Berger sald his group acgepts Israel intoc the famlly of
nations, but "it 15 just as forelgn to us as to sny other
Americans."™ He outliined the policy of the council on the
new nation as follows:

"Members of the cdouncil accept no rights im and no responsi-
bility to the state of el not accepted by other Americans
of any other faith.”

His hope and the hope of other Jews participating in the same
program is that there cen be a genuine integration among Jews
and Christiena, recognizing but emphasizing the community

of interests as Americans,

The "separatism" which they say is exemplified by the Zionist
movement the council condeans,

Dre. Berger was An Denver to speak before the loe=l council in
Temple Emenuel Monday night.



the aAmerican council FOrR judAiIsM

Secretary Presidess Treasurer
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Vice-Presidents
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Memphis, Tenn. Philadelphia, Pa. Dallas, Texas San Francisco, Calif. Chicago, Il New York, N. Y.
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Executive Director
Emer Barger May 4, 1949

Mr, Louis C, Isaacson
840 Detroit Street
Denver, Colorado

Dear Mr, Isaacson;

I am writing you because you are & member of the Board of Directors of the
Union of imerican Eebrew Congregations, I ¢all your attention to, and ask
you to give a careful and thoughtful reading of, the enclosed mimeogrephed
copy of material fram & recent publication of the UAKC.

fhe underlined words should be of considerable congern to you, Ihess
expressions are either impliecit or explicit elaborations of "Jewish" nation-
elism; the identification of smerican Jews, nationelly, with the idee of

a cammon "national® hameland for all Jews - " Jewish people”,

The insidious character of this service lies especially in the fact that it

is designed for children, at an age when they have not yet developed discrim-
inating and adult imowledge to accept or reject such concepts as these prayers
encourage,

At its last amnual conference, just congluded in Chicago, the imerican Council
for Judaism resalved to dsvote a part of its program to essist in the creation
of a Judaism "free of 'Jewish' nationalism and stressing the universal traditioms
of our faith..."

The Union of dmerican Hebrew Congregations, historically dedicated to an
american Judaism, should certainly guard against recommending a Judaism bound
to "Jewish" nationalism,

1 sincerely hope that you will take up the question of this service with the
proper authorities of the UAEC., If I may be of any further service to you,
please feel free to call upon me, regardless of your attitude about the
Council on other matters., I would also be grateful to you if you would kesep
ms informed of any action you may take on this particular problam,

Very sincerely yours,

- 7@@/ & %‘f///&



(The following are excerpts from a Sabbath Morning Service
projoct reported in "The Jewish Teacher" for March 1949, on
pages 31=32, "The Jewish Teacher" is an official publication
of the Union of American Hebrew Congrogations.)

Sabbath Morning Service for October 30, 1948
Written by the Ninth Grade of
Temple Mizpah Religious School
Eynn #193 = We Thank Thee, Iord Union Hymnal
READER: We thank Thee, 0 Lord our God, for providing us with food and clothing,a
roof over our heads, and for this lowely temple in which we worship. We ask

Thee to make us more toleranmt of others, of their religion, and them of ours,

Please help us to keep the peace, and keep our mewly-scguired homelend in

Israel, Amen, . & . roaiieis
: a

RESPONSIVE READING:
The time has come, and with it a pause f_‘g_r reflection of the years gone
by and the years to come, in the land so &a.r t@n all our hearts - Palestins,
Qur people are now engaeged in a great battle to bring peace to the land
of Palestine not only fnr‘__Jlews_‘but for all peopless

Now more than ever we should think of Palestine not only as a homeland for the

Jews but, perhaps, some day, as a leader in the culture of the world,

Jews from every corner of the sarth, from every walk of life, and every

trade and profession, are now being drawn to Palestine by e compelling

——— i

degire to make their religion more beautiful, so all people may under=-
atand and a?preciate itf
Abi}ity, knowledge, and genius, three of the greatest gifts ever possessed by
man, are consiantly being developed and improved by all,
Hoping and praying together as one people may we achieve peace and

wiity for all peoples,
(Sandra Roth and Audrey Blumenthal)
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December 15, 1949

Dear Rabbi:

One of the purposes of the American Council for Judaism hes always
been to advance imowledge of and devotion to the universal prinei-
ples of Judaism,

It was to this end that the Council opposed Jewish nationalism in
the past and continues to oppose it today, especially as it seeks
to engulf Jews living in the United States.

At its last annual conference, the Council authorized the appoint-
ment of & Religious and Synagogue Committee. The undersigned, one
a Rabbi and the other a layman, who have dedicated much time and
thought to such a universal Judaism, were appointed co-chairmen.

One of the services for which this Committee was organized is to
make available to the Rabbinate information which is not easily
available and which bears upon the contemporary chapter in the
historic conflict between universalism and nationalism in Judaism,

From time to time, we plan to send you such information from
authoritative sources,

We hope you will find it helpful and useful, whatever your predi-
lections may be.

Americean Jews, your congregants and ours, are confused and eager

to find a way out of thée confusion. Even as a partisan -- and we
are a1l partisans in this controversy -- you, as a leader, have a
serious responsibility to present to your people all of the facts.

It is in that spirit of providing information about a viewpoint
too little known and understood and sending you information which
may not reach you until some projected plan becomes & fait accompli,
that we hope to send materisl to you from time to time.

We hope too that you will read the material in that spirit. If
you £ind it useful and feel inclined to say so, we'd be glad to
have you write us. But you don't have to do so.

The first of these mailings which you will £ind enclosed is = copy
of an address delivered by Elmer Berger at the last conference of
the American Council for Judaism. Here you may find an interprete-
tion of the Council's position that may be new to you.
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- Em e Es W ws W s R SR mE o e W W ms B SR e S e am e s S S o e wm e we e =

Again, may we repeat our hope that you will receive and read this
material for itself and for whatever information it may provide.

We very mach appreciate your attention and will be very interested
in your reactions to this work of our Committee and to this parti-
cular enclosure,




the aAmerican council For judaisn

Committer Commiians

Committee

Robert 5. Nyberg
Jock Skolnik, Chairman Lniloniia Sirest
New York, N. Y. g

Saltimore 2, Maryland
Jarnes M. Baumohl
Houston, Texs

Praston N. Bissinger February 3, 1950

Nashville, Tenn,

Edwin Grouman
St. Louis, Mo,

Jesza R. Mayen
Los Angeles, Calif,

Mrs. M. C, Slom
San Francisco, Calif.

Dear Rabbi:

We | that you have read our letter of December 16, 1949
and its enclosure.

At that time we explained that one of the purposes of our
Committee is to make available to the Rabbinate informeation
which is not easily available and which bears upon the
contemporary chapter in the historic conflict between uni-
versalism and naticnalism in Judaiem.

In that same spirit, hoping o provide informetion which
you may not ordinerily ses in original form, we are sending
you this month & copy of an address delivered to our San
Francisco Chapter by Morris Iazaron.

May we again solicit your comment on this material; either
Elmer Berger's address sent you last month or this present
enclosure.

With thanks for your attention and hoping that you will
f£ind this material of interest and useful, we are

Al o}

(Bt 22y

Bernard 8, Gradwohl

(What s the (ouncl?
A national oraﬂfuﬁon malnhini‘ng an educational program dedicated to ﬂu un!uml tradition of Judalsm and the increasing national, civie, eulhml and
social integra s of sh faith. The Council affirms that: “nationality and religion are seperate and distinch: our nationality is American;
our raligion is Judalsm; our homdand Is the U, 5. A" Reiects the concept that the State of lsrael Is "The National Homeland of the Jewish t:oph : malintains

that E: .i:luﬁor group of Jows, including the spokesmen of Israel, can represent all Jews in America; and that the nationalism of lsrasl must ba confined to iy
own undaries.
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¥arch 20, 1950

Dear Rabbi:

In & recent address, Mr. Baruch Zuckermen, President of the Labor
Zionist Orga.nimtion of America, confirmed basic Zionist policy
on Chalutsiut. Mr. Zuckerman stated, with unusual candor, that
m and chalutziut must become the responsibility of
ewry as of all Jewries®.

Mr. Zuckerman continued "No one can and no one should attempt to
determine at this point how rapidly the proceas of kibbutz galuyot
will proceed."

Meanwhile, Mr. Zuckerman made it clear that Zionism esks for a status
of "privilege" for Americans of Jewish faith while it indoctrinates

them, in America, for ultimete integration into Israeli lifs.

Part of this indoctrination takes place in all meammer of youth
educational programs,

One of the constructive analyses made by the Council bears directly
on the youth education. The material was organized and presented
to the Council by Dr. Leon SBaks, former President of the Rockdale
Avenue Temple in Cincinnati, Dr. Sake' long and distinguished
service to American Judaism qualifies him to evaluaste these con-
temporary trends,

We -send you this study in the same spirit of helpfulness as we sent
you our two, previous mallings. In the bellef that you too are
interested in building an American Judaism and in shaping the lives
of American youth so that their Judaism is 2 normal interest of
normal Americans and not a separate nationalism, calling for

"privilege”, we send you Dr. S8eks' paper.
¥e will be grateful to you for any comment.
szumeraly

Bocre oAl

Bernard 8. Gradwohl
Chairman



"JEWISH YOUTH AND EDUCATION"

Mid-West Regional Conference
Cleveland,Chio - Cctober 23,1949

Digcussion by Dr. Lecn Saks
Chairman,Cincinnati Chepter

The subject "Jewish Youth and Education" which has been given first place
on the panel discussion this morning is, in all probability, the most serdious probler
with which the Jews of America are faced. If there is indeed any real danger in
current Jewlsh education and the plans of the "Jewish nationalists" for the future
education of our children, it is of prime urgency that we recognize it nocw end not
when it is too late. Our immocent end impressicnable children are the working
material of these plans. The effect of the slow, steady indoctrination which thelr
young minds are receiving, ie no more to be perceived then a seed which has been
planted. The tiny doubts, the feeling of insecurity save with Jews; the tuming
avay from soclety to his own group, cemnot be recognized by the child; and as long
as hie social needs are patisfied he is happy.

But if the natiopalist plans were to succeed which I believo entirely
likely unless we are vigilent, the adult who grows from the ohild is intended to
be -- and will be -~ a self-segregated individual, Israel-oriemted in his thinking
and feeling, neglectfnl of hies Mmerican Jewish heritage and its institutioms,
scomful of the Western comcept of emancipation, and strong in his devotion to
the concept of a world Jewish people whose center will be in Israel, The plan
is to meke the next generation so Hebreized, so nation-minded, so segregated and
fenaticelly "Jewish" in the ghetto mold, so controlled end regimented, that the
last vestige of hope for a continuation of the pattern of life we have come to
know as Jmericans of Jewish feith, will be irrevocably lost.

If I succeed in making this clear, in convincing you that this s not
fenciful exaggeration but an imminent danger which seems to have a far greater
chence to succeed than to fail purely because of the inertia of those who disagree
with 1t, then at lesst I shall have destroyed whatever complacency may still exist
among nome few of you. And I will have demonstrated that your own childrem,however
carefully you guard their education and however immune you may meke them to the
teachings of "Jewish naticnalism" will nevertheless Inevitably be engulfed, as
will all Jews, if the nationalist obJective were to be achieved.

My plan in thie discussion is:

l. To give you a few illustrations of the mentality, the philosophy, the approach
to Jews and Jewish life which is held by"Jewish nationaliem".

2. To show how the State of Ierael snd the various World Zionist Organizations
are forcefully collaborating in obtaining domination of Jewish education in
Anerica and spreading the Israeli-Jewish nationalism among youth.

3. To illuetrate the extent to which non-Zionist established and highly respected
institutions of learning in America are becoming influenced by Zionist
ideology, and wittingly or unwittingly serve the nationalist plan for education.

4, To give a few examples of the effect on Jewish youth already created by this
nationalist philosophy and pemetration into educational centers in many
localities in thie country.
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I am personally convinced that the great majority of the rank and file
members of the Zionist crganizations are not "Jewish naticnaliste". They do not
understend and they have never understcod the basic principles of"Zioniam". The
logic of recent evente has oObvicusly disturbed masny of them and they sre timidly
beginning to wonder if the question of an all embracing "Jewish nationalism" is
not a real denger. Certainly there is no evidence that they have arrived at s
point of awareness where they will offer resistance to the powerful rxulers end
cliques within the Zicnlst organizations, yet they continue to dismise the
evidences of increasing nationaliem in our religious schools as unimportant or
trivial or to ignore them entirely.

By the time they wake up to the damaging result, it will de too late.
The psychological pattexrn of their children will be formed end under the guise
of Jewlsh educaticn that pattern will be a true "Jewish nationalism", parsding
under the glamor of a "mere spiritual amd cultursl tie to Isresel". In other
words, for the time being, the Zicnist leadership in America is willing to quieten
the scng of "Jewish nationalism” by changing the wordes but intends to capture the
minds, end thereby later on the physical presence, of the CHEILDREN of these pass-
ive non-nationaligt "Zionists", And these non-nationalist "Zioniste" are content
to continue their support of the orgenizations, to pay the salaries and expenses
that perpetuate the propegania machine which sesks to alienate from them. their
own children! Could paradox or pathetic blindnese be greater?

You think I exaggerate? Then let me give you some examples.

The Hechalutz Organizetion of America is defined in the 1949 Pglestine

Yearbook as a world-wile Zionist orgenization, the American branch of which trains

can Jewish youth foy active participation in the up-tuilding of Isreel”,
Listed as affiliates of Eechalutz sre a number of Zionist youth groups such as
Junior Hadassash, Young Judea, Intercolleglate Zionist Federation of America, etc.
It is incontrovertibls, thersfore, that the following quotations from the Hschalut:
Yearbook, its very lateat, published this year, reflect the thinking of ail these
groups. (For the word "Diaspora" substitute the words "The Jewish community of
America" as I read.)

I quote:

"The Diaspora hes no Justification for existence...We must hoard
OUR NATICNAL CULTURE in it against reality end against the normal
processes of develorment. We muet increase safeguards and hedges,
vhich will serve to protect and isolate our self-existence, our
loneliness, and establish more divisions between us and the
Gentiles...We must not be too gelective in the tools we utilire.

"We are respcnsible for gnarding Yiddish, with all our strength,
for it has a great value in the Diaspora -- AS A BARRIER and &
mark of difference.

"This is the basis for NATICNAL ACTIVITY in the Disspora: The
Diespora is dough for the kneading of Eretz Yisrael ... We regret
each iota of Jewighness lost, and we retain vigll over its sligat-
est expression.
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“The Diaspora falsifies OUR NATICNAL CHARACTER ... It can only
maintein dite position of decline, keep slive a monster-people,
a people damaged in body and soul. The Diaspora injures the
humen in us ... It is this Diaspora, which cute the ground from
under the feet of our growth, both as Jews and human beings,
which 1s not worthy of continued existence. It is still gquite
young but already it is putrified.”

(Excerpts from "Israel and The Diaspora” by
Drl.‘ }'aa.kov Klaustzkin ... Hechalutz Yearbook,
1949

Daniel Frisch, who is now President of the Zionist Organization of
America, sald the same thing only in & slightly more delicate fashion in the main
editorial of the NEW PALFSTINE, Jeapuary 7, 1949 and emphatically repeated in
the May 20 issue Of the newcpaper "Hadoer":

"We onght to be able to send Israel mmerican-bred young people
who went to live as Jews -- minus the hyphen -- under the
community in the world which is untainted by the Galut,"”

The President of the Zionist Organization of mmerica is speaking here of
the United States, of Americen boys and girls, and of the "taint" which American
life for them must always and automatically possess. In the same officisl
articles and editorials Mr. Frisch made clear that:

"Zionists in every commmnity must immediately address themselves
to the neglected task of providing a real Jewish education to our
children. This 1s definitely the province of Zionism. Let no
one make a myopic dichotomy between Zionism and Judaism. Zionism
is a synonym of Jewish life. And nothing ie as important in
Jewish 1life as the Jewieh school. Whoever holds the key to the
Jewlsh echool holds the key to the Jewish soul and the Jewish
future. To leave that key in the hands of the Sunday School
alone is to court disaster.., Our future leaders, and a great
portion of our future followers will come from such schools
(1.e. parochial schools) which emphasize Jewish tradition,
which are Israel-oriented.”

Mr. Frisch has here referred glowingly to the parochial school about
which I would make cnly a word of comment. It was originally an orthodox
institution, nostalglic of the ghettoes, basically religious in intent, but it
is becoming & Zionist institution with a wholly nationalistic motive. Carl
Alpert, head of the educetional department of the Z,0.A., in discuseing the
parochial school in his syndicated column said that it does not necessarily lead
to segregation, tut i1f it does, there is no harm in it, "because it 1s the
tendency of the Jewlsh child in any event to gravitate toward fellow Jews, and
to 1imit social contact with non-Jews."

Theee basic Zicnist requirements of Jewish separatism, of exclusive group
identity, are well served by the parochial school, and under the impetus of all-
out Zionist support they are multiplying rapidly; now 128 with 23,000 pupils.
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And 1t also serves well the purpose of oreating a distinct "Jewish physiognomy
in merica" vhich was lauded as a highly desireble goal by Dr. Robert Gordis,
past-president of the Synagogue Ccuncil of America. Remember that although we
disagree completely with the "parockial" school idea BECAUSE IT IS A SEPARATIST
ME(‘RMISM, ve. recognize the right cf any :roligioun group to maintain its own

ligious schools.

At a recent meeting of the Z.0.A. Administrative Ccuncil and Executive
Committee, Mr. Friasch made clear the epecific role which modern secular Hebrew as
the language of Jews was to play in their future education, when he said:

"We must work out a definite plan to bring Eebrew and Hebrew culture
into the Jewigh homes throughout the country. We must revise the
methods and means of Hebrew education with an eye to the cultural
needs of Israel. Oux high goal 1g to make Hebrew the second language
of the merican Jew."

Perhaps at this point I mmmmm between "Hebraw
education"” end teaching of Judaiem. Judaism hes a culture ss sny other religion.
It has its art, its literature apd ite music. It has its lenguage, Hetrew, a
sacred language; the langnage of the nrayerbook and the Bible. Therefore knowvledge
of Hebrew hes been encouraged among Jews as has knowledge of the different develop-
ments of Judaiem emcng Jews who lived for 3000 years among the many nations of
the world. Such knowledge helped to meke Judaism more meaningful. But Zionism
has mede clear that its interest in "Jewish culture” is not an interest in Judaism
but in its own "Jewish nation"; that the religicus attachments of Jews to Biblical
Hebrew 1s to be utilized to make modern Hebrew & language which will identify Jews
as a national group. It is necessary to understand that modern Hebrew is not the
language of the sacred books oaniﬂ.but is one of the offic. official naticnal
lengueges of the State of Ispeel, and that the Zionist leadership's aim is to
make of Jews here in America & bi-lingual group. The art, literature, and the
misic of Jewish relé_%ﬂ:_s@cul‘hnfe are transmuted into Isrseli folksongs and dances,
national anthems and , otc., all symbols oy representative of the national
culture of Iersel. There is & vest difference between this "Hebrew education"
which serves nationalist purposes and the teaching of Judaiem. This kind of
Hebrew educetion enables Zionism to mll;r the cultural interests of merican Jews
to Israel in furtherance of Mr. sch'es revelation that Zionism plens to "evoke
every latent force ...(in mrlcsi... and rally it to the support of Israel”.

The Z.0.A. National Administrative Council in Augnst 1949 stated “"We shall

proceed to map out a nation-wide plan for carrying the Hebrew language and liter-
ature into e Jewigh household throughout the length and breadth of this land.
'musvea abrmgthanthacuﬁurnlbomvithhmlmdtheuholeorthea’mm

culture end tredition of today and all yesterdays on which hengs the unity of the
Jewish people."”

The fraction of available dccumentation I have quoted here is fully repre-
sentative of all the organized Zionist bodles and thelr various affiliated groups.
It filters down from tne top to the organized Zionist groups of even the very
youngest children.

But what are the chances of these plans for Jewish education being
realized?
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What is the likelihood of such distorted thinking as presented in the
handbook of the Eechalutz and to the Z.0.A. by its president, becoming gemerally
accepted by and beccaming a part of the thinkdng of other Jews and Jewish groups?
Is this not a self-contained rhilogephy and program of one organized group only
end one which has not the power to effect its"crackpot" plans and its cmkpab
ideclogy? Let us see.

In the summer of 1947, the World Conference on Jewish Education met in
Jerusalem bringing together educators from all over the world. The largest
representation ceme from America. Here is a condemsation of the conclusions
arrived at by that Conference as reported by Alexander M. Dushkin, one of ite
orgenizers, in The Reconstructionist, October 31, 1947:

The position of the people in Isreel 1s to be central. Ite contribution is to be
Hebraic in content, in new life forms in & renewed faith in the vitality of

Judaism in the modern world, result MW life in Israel.
The World Union for Jewish on in the vas organized in that
Conference, is to have its muamma office in
New York, and it ig to crose- 1ize the educational ideas & pruetioea. It

is to erect cultural bridges between the Wmmunml" end the
Jewish commnities outside of Israel. In achieving this objective it is to stim-
ulate Jewish education everywhere. There is to be a contimuous interchenge of
studente and teachers, and the World Unlon will direct mletomto
Israel either for study or for nermenent settlement. e is to be an exchange
of teachers and professors msmmmamh and a Jerusalem Examin-
ation in Hebrew is to be set up in all non-Hebrew speaking countries aiter tne
pattemn of the Cambridge examination in English., The content and epirit of Jewish
education is to be a Zionist Hebraic oﬂucatim to be given in inte-
grated modern bi- : pos
attention shall be given to of Jevish education with the undmtmd:lns

that they are only uompmiaes.

(N.B. the terms Hebrew, Hebrew Education refer to the modern
Isracli Hebrew of the preceding peragraphs.)

Note also the basic assumption of these conclusions and see why I say
that the words may temporarily be changed because of the resistance of Americen
Jewa to the original "nationalist" thraseology. THE SCNG REMAINS THE SAME, The
position of the people of Israel is tO be central. We affimm:"Not to 5,000,000
Americen Jewe shall the Israelis be central!!"

The Zionists hope to mobilize - and ere well on their way to doing s0 -
virtually all the forces of organized Jewry in America for the implementation of
these conclusions.

The Jerusalem office of the Jewish Agency's Department of Education and
Culture in the Disspora will shortly open an office in New York. The Department
will encourage the establishment of Jewish Dsy Schools which will offer a camplete
curriculum and in which modern Hebrew will be the language of instruction. It
will also promote adult Jewish education. It will provide study materials and
teachers, it will seek the establishment of Cheirs at outstanding universities
in the Hebrew lenguage and Jewish culture, end the addition of modern Hebrew to
the langnage curricula of public high schools in major cities. Seminars are
being conducted in Jerusalem for young people who are to be sent abroad for
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Zionist work. A greatly intensified drive to promote Chalutziuth is under way
and the Jewleh Agency has substantially increased its allocations for this work
in mmeydca, in additicn to appropriaticns for organizers and instructors sent out
from Isresl, cxr for other educational work among youth.

Perscnnel is supplied by sending out youth workers from Israel and by
glving leeders from the Diaspora courses in Ierasel. At the same time the youth
end the Hechalutz Department in Jerusalam is giving a year's course for youth
leaders from abroad and has orgenized visits by Jewlsh students from smerica.
The American Zionist Youth Committee has established en Israel fellowship plan
which this year is grenting $1,500. fellowskips for a full year's etudy in Israel
to membere of Young Judea, Junior Hadassah, Masada, and Intercollegiate ztunint
Federation of mmerica. This type of work on the part of the State of Israel, the
World Zioniet Orgenization, its Executive - the Jewish Agency, and ite various
loyal Zioniet affiliates throughout the world (including the Z,0,A.) is mounting
80 rapidly that it is virtually impossible to maintain an understanding of its
real extent.

But it is important to realize that through the various Zionist organ-
1mﬁm&uoaﬁuﬁuwmmmmmmawm
placed immediately arrival, and their influence has already been profound.
And in the Zionist dcial documents from which these facts have been obtained,
mamuumwﬂmm*ammmmmmuu
amh.m;mm' mmwobsecunuﬁtmﬁ.

0 -.=_.,'- heer 1d0¢ :

z e _. ove 2t the G : rément. 18 no longer
mgmnmﬂmmmm,mumsm& (1.e. not
officially Zicnist) youth movemente including university stud organizations.

Now, with this background of Israsell efforts, let us tumn to fmerica
and see how this activity i1s reflected here. And let me emphasize that these
plans are furthered at least s much by uncritical non-Zionist institutes of
education as by the Zionist organizations themselves. If this were not tiue;
if indeed the Zionist philosophy &nd teaching were actually confined to their
own groups, their plens would not constitute the overwhelming threat which they
now are.

How can we show the real core of this youth work - the final winning of
Americen Jewish youth to Israel and "thelr ingathering"?

Scme of the American organigzations dealing with ocur youth are - The
Jewigh Welfare Board, The Hillel Foundation of B'nai B'rith, The Jewish Book
Council of America, National Jewieh Music Council, National Jewish Youth Plamning
Commission. We should also include the Central Conference of mmerican Rabbis,
which is the official body of the Reform Rabbinate, the Conservative and Orthodox
Rabbinical Assemblies and the Education Department of the Union of merican
Eebrew Congregation, publishing many plays, stories and textbooks, slso the
Independent Jewish book publishers and the publications of the multitude of
Jewish youth groups. And then, of course, there are the Zionist Youth organ-
izations like Young Judea, Junior Hadapsah, the Intercollegiate Zionist Federation
of America, etc.

Let us glance at just a few of these.
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The Jewish Welfare Board is the over-all body for Jewish commmnity centers end
YM and YMEA'e. The Beptember issue of its official publication, The Circle
reporte glovingly on the Second Assembly of the JWB sponsored Naticnal Jewish
Youth Conference. This Conference is presumably completely non-Zicnist as is
the Jowish Welfare Boaxd itself, Yet recommendations produced by this youth
conference, far too0 lengthy to elaborate here, are in the pattern of all the
Zienist thinking and planning that I have been talking about.

\The Jewish Welfare Bcard's lecture bureau services the Jewish centere and Y's

throughout America. I wish you had amn opportunity to study its 1949-50 catalogue.

!t;:lnu 1'.20 strategic planning has been done by Israell conscious people, this is
result:

For the lecture topic "Israel, the New State" it provides 29 s all of whom
aré Zioniste or strongly pro-Zionist without exception; some of them are rabid
nationaliste. Of these 29 speakers three are non-Jewish and they, too, are strongly
pro-menut, tvo of them violently so. For the topic "The Jew and the American
Scene" 1t provides 29 Jewish speekers, all Zionists or strangly pro-Zionist.

/nd 80 1t continuea throughout their lecture topics and lecturers, At the most
there are three Jewish lecturers who conceivably could be described as non-Zionist.
On topice orammlu'hnm- "Democracy end Civil Liberties”, "The
Economioc Scene", eto., the same pattern of lecturers holds true. The few non-
Jewish -pmmmmm-mwmm We do not

give a campletely nationalist erpretation of their subjects. O0f the entertainers
provided by the lecture tureau, the dancers all feature Israeli dances in their
repertoires. One was commissioned to compose dances for the Hebrew @pera "Hechalut:
to be given at Carnegie Hall. The repertoires of all the singers include Isreeli
songs. Without the openly proclaimed nationalist drive amd ite intemtion to use
all this for its own purpose, it might net de so important, dut it has now become
of utmost importance.

The lecture buresu has now extended its educational-entertainment services to embrac
the age group from € to 1k, Its new publication "Fun for Jewish Children" lists
artiasts available to the Jewish Centers and describdes their acts. There is a
ventriloquist who "has dediceted himself to the teachings of the Jewish way of
life" and who conveys "the beauty and music of the Hebrew lenguage end meny other
aspecte of Jewish culture" (i,e. Modern Hebrew and Iarseli culture). mother is a
magician and "one of the highlights of his shov is the magic rhyme telling of the
Israell fleg and the United Natione". Still another magicien "Peter kem, the Magic
Man" presents "magic vith a message -- of Jewish ocontent -- of Zionism -- of
Bible stories -- of moral and ethical lessons interwoven". A planist and narrator
"are innovators of new style in Jewish cultural presentations...”. They play
"Hebrew, Yiddish and English songs based on modern Palestinian, Jewish folklore
and Bidle stories". These are samplegs of the fare for 6 to 1k year old children
served up by the Jewish Welfare Board for their Jewlsh Centers and Y's. They
concentrate the attention and activities of their youth on Isreel instead of
normal American life, And these Y's are a tremendous factor in Jewish yeuth and
education, And supported, at least in Cincimnati (where the Jewish center wes
founded ss vell as presently supported) by non-pationalists!! They are unaware
of the mamner in which the institutions are being used. I 4o not mean to undermine
or to attack the Y's or "Jewish Centers" as such, tut do vant to show kowv they are
being misueed.

The various bdranches of the Hillel Foundation movement, originally neutral, are

centers for indoctrination of "Jewish nationalism".They have resisted
efforts of the Mmerican Council for Judaiem to intreduce its philosephy on the
campus and their natjional director,Arthur Lelyveld is & militant Ziomist. If they
were really educationel they would emcourage presentation of all viewpoints with
sympogia, debates and lectures.
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The Central Conference of Americean Rebbis was, before Hitler, an almost
100 percent anti-Zionist body. The deliberations and resclutions of recent years
might lead one to believe that the reverse is true. Certainly there has been no
organized resistence to those influences in that body that alreedy have reversed
the tredition of American Reform Judaiem. While a nuuber of the Rabbis at the
last conference in Rretton Wcods revealed a deeply disturbed state of mind both
about developments in the State of Israel end the impact of that State on our
own community, it led to no official grappling with the problem. Quite the cont-
rary. Here is a resolution referred to the Committee on Liturgy for its study:

"Resolved that the Committee on Liturgy prepare special prayers
to te used on Sabbath and Festivals that will express the unity
and aol%du'ity of the Jewish people in the re-establishment of
Terael,

Whether this resolution is officially adopted remains to be seen but it
ie clearly indicative of a state of mind in this important body which should deeply
concermn us. Yet now that the humenitearien end hes been eecured, the Liberal
Rebbinate will be forced to decide between Liberal Univereal Judaiem end the
nationaliem thet has slvays thvarted the fulfillment of Judalsm even since the
daye of the Prophets!

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations also once anti-Zionist in
sentiment has also undergone a change. While committed t0 the universaliem of
Judaism 1t too has surrendered to the modern nationalism "DRIVE".

The Department of Education of the Union of American Hebrew Congregatioms,
headed by Dr. Emsnuel Gamoren, which ls responeibdle for almost ell the textbooks
published for Reform Congregations and used by a large number of Conservative
Congregations as well, has succumbed in large part to the propagandas and slso to
pressure from pro-Zionist Rabbis and laymen. One after the other, textbooks on
history end religion conceived in the spirit of integrated Judsism gradually
have been discardied for those of the Zicnist biag, Instead of inculcating a
love for Judalsm and its traditional ethics, ideals and theology our textbooks
have become nationalist "history books", with prectically no emphasis on our
religion except as it affects the mimt Kingioms end modermn Israel! Thus
the religicus leaders end the organization formed for the purpose of extending
lideral (Western) Judaiem have become camp followers of those who are openly
contemptuous of everything that liberal Judelem preaches! It is of vital import-
ence that both members of the constituent congregations and their rabbis be made
avare of the threat to the religious aﬁnmuonormmnm ‘en, of the danger to
the perpetuation of Judaiem inherent in the naticpnalist program, end of the
nationalist's attitude towsrds liberel Judaism, both in the U.S. end in Israel.

Young Judea with 20,000 members and 1,000 groups throughout the country,
is axdently pro-Pelestine and is affiliated now with pre-Chalutziut activities,
teaching an extravagant exaltation of loyalty to the Jewlsh group, identity with
the State of Isruel, deprecation of the whole process of emancipation which has
resulted in democracy as we kmow it in America. Ite membership begins at grammar
school age and runs through high school. Junior Esissseh, also with 20,000
membere, is another Zionist youth group exclusively for girls. It, too, ke
the adult Hadassah, we regret to state, has been transformed from the purely
philanthropic organization of Henrietta Szold into a militant political Zionist
arm,
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The Chapters of the Intercolleglate Zionist Organization of America,
Jnown as IZFA, are literally ocutposts of Isrsell nationalism. Into them, all
the university youths who are graduates of the multitude of Zionist youth orgen-
izaticns are channeled, as well as a large mumber of Lheretofore unaffiliated
youth who gravitate to IZFA for soclal reasons. Every aspect of the thinking
I hédve commented upon in this discussion finds fullest reflection in these IZFA
groupe and in all their activities. I could show you a guestionnaire of the
Cincinnati University group that even suggests migration to Israel!l

The center for all this educational work is being shifted to the Amerdican
Assoclation for Jewish Education. Mr. Judah Pilch has just been slected Executive
Director of this Assoclation, promoted to the position from the Presidency of
the National Council for Jewish Educaticn. Mr. Pilch's record includes service
as an official or member of Young Judea, The Jewish National Fund, Elstraduth
Ivwrith, the 2.0,A. and the National Eebrew Youth Committee. The official public-
ation of the /merican Association for Jewish Education in 1ts September issue
reviews its growth and inoreasing influence from its inception ten years ago.

A $5,000 budget has increased to $200,000. Regional offices have been organized.
Welfare Funds, Parent-Teachers Associations and local bureaus are turning more
and more to them for guidence. Funotional relationships with other national
agencles and training facilitles for teachers have been developed. The American
Assoclation for Jewish Education takes great pride and credit for the following,
which I quote only in order to show the ramifications of their work and their
meticulous attention to youth of all ages beginning with kindergerten. I quote:

"Ten years ago only & dozen cities had buresus of Jewish education.
Their services were predominantly for children of elementary school
age centered largely in Talmud Torahs that were representative of
only the Orthodox and Hebraic elements.

"Today, there are mearly 40 bureaus representing not only major
cities, but also regional and rural areas. Thelr services and
programs extend not only through the elementary echool to the
secondary snd college levels and to adult clesses and special
programs for Jewish centers and for synagogues, but they also :
precede the elementary age with specialized kindergarten instruct-
ion. Aleo, today's btureaus represent not only the Orthodox, but
every ideological group in the community. The uniform pattem
which the handful of bureaus rigidly adhered to a decade ago has
since been tempered by the knowledge of experience. The modem
bureau of Jewish education does not operate in a vacuum; it
adjusts the pattern of its progrem to meet local populations. In
many cities, there has developed closer cooperation between Yiddish
and Hebraic groups. More end more the local huresu has stimlated
a community program which represents unity of responsibility, even
when there exists a diversity of approach.

"Such developments may help to account for the fact that while tem
years sgo 20 federations and welfare funds contributed about
$500,000 toward local Jewish educational institutions, today there
are nearly twice that number contributing a total of four times
that m-"
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Now what is the peychology of this increasingly powerful asscciation
which was created to stimulate and coordinate Jewiesh religious education on a
non-political base? What does it hope to achieve? This is evident to the careful
reader of their ccmment which follows the report which I have Just read. I
quote again:

"An Americen-Jewish (note that this is very cerefully hyphenated)
"An fmericen-Jewieh echcol syetem ig in the making. Already it
includes the pre-school grades, the foundation school, the ele-
mentary school, the secondary school, the college grades, the
adult school, the teacher training institutes amd the greduate
institutions for professional training and higher learning. In
additign there are Hebrew speaking and Jewish educational summer
CEIDB «

(Remember Deniel Frisch and his intenticn to make Hebrew
the second langnage of Jewe in America, and remember the
Chalutziuth movement and the official statement of the
Jewish Agency that it has begun to gain ground emong
general Jewish movements for young people?)

The quotation continues:

"This is a far cyy from conditions a decade sgo when the five-
afternoons-a-week Talmd Torah was the total of Jewish edu-
Oation-

Here is the gyroscope of intensifying Jewish ccnsciousnees and segregatia
spinning still faster as the result of the impetus given by this organization whicl
ie presumsbly unrelated to "Jewilsh nationalism" or naticnalistic philosophy, whose
influence over the education of Jewish yonth of &ll ideologies is increasing dally,
I too belonged to thie Association up to the past year.

Now this Americen Association for Jewieh Education wes the sponsor for a
"Jewish Education Month and Week", & call to Jewish parents, which ended Just
last week. Itwhawwm a call to religions education but note how
the nationaliets intend to use it. The Morming Jourmal, a responsibile Zionist
Yiddish daily in New York, described this cell to Jewish parents as follows:

"The leaders of 17 Jewish organizatione issued a call to Jewish
parents in the United States snd Canada not to neglect the Jewish
upbringing of their children, and, by sending them to Jewish edu-
cational institutions, give them nationsl-splritual strength for
the whole of their lives. The call emphasizee that only through
a normal Jewish upbringing will the growing generation develop &
healthy conecicusness about its Jewish and civic duties..."

The Morning Journal's interpretetion may seem unjustifiable for there
is no reference to lsrasl and none to "netional-spiritual® strength. Yet the
Morning Journal is influential and intends as do Mr. Frisch and the other Zionist
officials in the U. 8. to see that it serves their emds.

In the list of signers of this call are meny leaders of powerful so-calle
non-Zionist organizations. Generally they will refuse to permit exploitation of
their names. Why do they permit it heret?
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More and more, powerful non-Zionist groupe which lead and influence so
much of our Jewish 1life and thinking are being misled into support of activities
that are part of the long range plans for the development of "Jewish nationaliem"
but still they refuse to protest publicly!

How long muet it be before the Jews of America see that the policies
perfected and used by recist-nationalists =- policies of divide and rule, of
puppets and falese fronts, of double-talk that is meaningless but which, through
ccnfusion, serves to destroy vigilance and immodblize resistance -- have been
brought to an even higher perfection by the Jewish nationalists today? WHEN WILL
THE LEADERS OF AMERICAN JEWISH THCUGHT AND ACTION BE RESTCRED TO THEIR COURAGE
AND INTEGRITY SO TEAT TEEY MAY CEASE TEEIR AID TO A CAUSE IN WHICE NEITHER TEEY
NCOR THE MAJORITY OF AMERICAN JEWS BELIEVE? WHEN WILL TEEY REALIZE THEIR DIS-
SERVICE TO FROFEETIC JUDAISM AND TO A NCRMAL AND SANE EXISTENCE FCR THE JEWS OF
AMERICA?

The key to Jewish education is being placed into the hends of Zionists,
thomdmaouahmhotm" aam.mumumt. I beg
of W - : tiontobo

utmgwmammmofﬂsmmor%nﬁmmum.
Practical illustrations drim‘hulo p:at very much more effectively than
mwu-gmmmipr e type I have been presenting. I wish I had
been able to devote my full time to such illustrations, but without the background
material there was the dangar of your u.nsto zunse the general significance

of what might otherwise seeam to ‘bo and isolated examplee.

Just one example of many:

Charles A. Spiegler, an English teacher in a New York City high school
and at the College of the City of New York, relates the change he has seen in
Jewish young people from the most Orthodox to those with no interest at all in
religion; trensformed from youngsters content to pray or to play into "picneering
youth on an offensive”, militant, group-consciocus, Israel-conscious, and hostile
to the Christian world of which they are a part. He tells of youngsters of 8
end 9 who "stand on estreet cormers, march through trains, enter swank business
offices" ralsing money Pfor the "Jewish National" Fund.

* Splegler tells of an American young man who put off his education to
Join the "Barney Rose Brigade", quoting him as saying:

"It cen wait...this can't. I'm gonna parachute right into
Abdullah's lap and steb him to death.”

Then Splegler writes:

"I see it in the five Betar youngsters picketing the swank
Trens-Lux Theatre on fashionable Madison Avenue, because it
is showing a British film, J. Arthur Renk's 'I Know Where
I'm GOins'-u

"We Know Where We're Going', reads one of the signs.”
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He writes of a little girl who is neither religicus nor a member of any
Jewish group who "...dcodles out half a dozen Jewish stare on my dlotter. Then
I know that deep in the subconscious of the average Jewish child today, there
lives a simple meaningful symbol.

“That symbol is Israell

/nd agein he reports:

"Cn a questionnaire which I sutmitted to 200 average Zmerican Jewish
high school students between the ages of 15-16, I asked these gquestionse:

'Do you eventually went to viegit Ierael? Why?'
Unenimously the answers were 'Yes',
"The reason?
'L went %o see what my homeland is like.'
'I'd like to see how Jews live without a ghetto complex.'

'It ie our country.'
'I'd like to see where the Hebrew religion was founded.'
'I feel deeply in love with it,' "

He writes of anothexr little girl who was tramsformed in a few short years
from cne who belonged to the world of Girl Scouts, of social dancing, malted milks
and movies, into & militant Jewess. He does mot recognize thet this child has
changed from a nommal adjusted little smerdcan girl into a neurcotic, profoundly
disturbed and psychologically split personality.

You have sll probably seen the Chanuksh issue of a paper published by
the Weashington Helghts Sunday School in New York, which made this statement:
"Our homeland is Israel forever! That is the new meesning of Chanuksh." And
then this was followed by an osth entitled "Here is our pledge Israel”. It
reads:

"I pledge my loyalty to God, to the Torsh, to the Jewish peopls,
and to the Jewish State, and I promise to live some part of
every day in a Jewish way =nd to be of scme service to my fellow men."

At & Jewlsh nursery school in Cincinnati the pre-school age children last
year uara”reciting & little doggerel, "Cne, two, I am a Jew -- my flag is white
end blue,.

The San Frencisco Chronicle, a dally general newspaper, in its issue of
November 14, IGL8, tells the atoryofammgnmmbecmapiwinmof
thetminingcmps for Israsl. It tells how at college in his fivst year he had
almost a straight "A" average. I quote from the story:
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"eesssThen his grades suddenly began to fall off, end within a
year he was suspended becamse of poor marks.

"How did this happen? Harvey's explemation is simple. He no
longer had an interest in grades or & successful 'American
career', Ee wanted to live with fellow Jews in a Jewish
homeland in Pslestine.”

VWhen we consider theee instances which are not at all igsolated, the
meeting of the World Union for Jewish educators in Jerusalem two years ago no
longer seems s0 remote. The fantastic Zicnist nationalistic doctrines no longer
are unimportant as those of a "crackpot" few. What we are confronted with is
not merely a problem of education and enlightemment, but a scheme to make the
Americen Jew over, give him & totally distinctive "Jewish physiognomy", to make
him into something for which 1ife here in Mmerica has not conditioned him. To
treat lightly this menace to the religious education of our Jewish youth would be
the helght of dieloyalty to the fundamental spiyit of our prophetic Judaism, to
mmmummmuwmm, , to the whole
pattern and way of life we have come to Imow, nwudimmmMm.

We of the Mmericen Council for Judaiem are the only informed, organized
g:oupotaminm“viththomhfmeu@w&omuuof"Jew:lsh
nationalism” in our lives end in the lives of the gemeration to follow us, with
the courage to resist the forces of intimidation and coercion, end, we hope, with
the intellectual integrity mot to let ourselves be persuaded to propositions we
Imow to be fundamentally wrong and destructive despite the heavy penalties we pay
for not "going along". We of the Ccuncil have a profound moral and urgent oblig-
ation to mobilize our entire emergy and power against this threat of nationalist
education of our youth. Perhaps altne we may be a&ble £0 do no more than to plug
the dyke until others come to our assistance. We are encoureged by a fev slgns
that other orgenizations are begimning to wonder. They are asking questions --
the firet stage of opposition. If we do not serve our function of holding the
dyke -~ if we let the water pour through -- then when other organizations and
influential Jews awaken and try to come to our assistance it will be too late.

Let us devote ourselves, at this important conference, to ways and means
by which we -- every one of ue ~- cen gerve our communities, our co-religionists,
and our countyy through intelligent, forceful, and sustained action to halt en
ideclogy which would destroy the most glorious life, and page of history, which
Jews have ever mown.
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Dear Rabbi:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the report of the Religlous
and Synagogue Program Committee presented to the Sixth Annual
Conference of the Americen Council for Judaism and covering
the work of this Committee for part of 1949-50, together with
our plans for the immediate future. We earmestly commend it
to your serious study.

This Committee was organized late in 1949, to implement & re-
solution presented by the late Dr. David Philipson and adopted
at the 1949 Conference of the Council. It seeks to stress the
positive side of the Americam Council for Judaism.

We believe our work in the past and plans for the future
should be of interest to you. Within the limitation of the
Couneil's resources in finances and personnel, they represent
& significant beginning toward a program which we hope to ex-
pand and which we believe may revive a Judaism that will again
be rooted in the Ameriecan way of life.

We invite your help and your constructive suggestions for the

better implementation of this work. Whether you are a member

of the Council or not, we would be glad to have you look upon

this Committee as an agency to assist all who are interested in
an American Judaism which i1s a logical development of Judaism's
universal religious wvalues, free of "Jewish" nationalism,

Very sincerely yours,
Bernard 8. Gradwohl
Q
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Friday, April 21, 1950

Tne year ago this month the American Council for Judaism embarked upon & course
that may well prove historic not only for tke Council but for American Judaism
as wvell. Consistent with its basic ccncept that Judajsm is a matter of religioue
faith end not of naticnality, the Annual Comference of the Council in Chicage
last April enthusiastically endorsed the inspired pronouncemsnt of the revered
dean of the American Feform rabbinate, the hummmmnm "The time

has come for ... & revitalizatien Ofmy_lhrioa

Rabbl Philipson orntinued: We must imbue our co-religionists with "a firm deter-
mination tO Puild here in America a way of life... as American citigens thoroughly
integrated into the life of our csuntry, America, and steadfast in devotien to our
mligim feith, Judaism. Not on the basis of constituting a separete 'nmational
group', armvwnmm but on the firm foundation of a blending

of the cctmpletely compatible philosophies of Judaism and Americanism, should the
Rabble seek to strengthen and bring imner security to the Jews of America. We share
ctmmon religious beliefes with these in Ierael who are Jews, but we have no political
er naticnal rights in or responsibilities to their state as they have no national
connection with us.”

This resolution concluded:

"We believe that expressions of Orthodox, Conservative and Reform
Judaiem free cf 'Jewish' naticnelism and stressing the universal
traditions in cur faith are essential to the survival ef Judaiem in
America and to completely integrated livee for our co-religionists
here. To the fullest extent of resources available for that pur-
pose, we pledge the American Council for Judalem to assist in the
revitalization of such universal expressions of Judaism. We resolve
that a committee nf laymsn and rabbis be appointed by cur national
exscutive committee to explore weys and means whereby this ctncern
for our faith may bte implemented and sustained as a part of the
continuing work of the American Council for Judeiem."

Our Religious and Synegogue Committee was created pursuant to the adoption of this
resolution. We have accepted your mendate to lead the way toward a revitalization
of Judaism in America. We have kept uppermost in our minds that this means a form
of Juéeicm wholly consistent with the iples te which we have subscribed as
Comacil membors -- & Judsism interpreting iteelf as & matter oOf religicus rh:lt.h
devoid of nationalistic doctrines. It means a Judaism which teaches that we are
Jews by reascn of ocur attachments to Judaism as our religion; that our great
religion is a universal one, based upon the hallowed watchword, "Hear O Israsl, the
Lord our God, the Lord 4s (ne." It means a religion which teaches end preaches
these truths to young and old alike -- trutha which are inherently incompatible
with the false ccncepts of a "worldwide Jewish nationalism”. It means that we

actually make "religion" religion.
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But all this implies oven more. It means that we are determined to makes sure that
there shall actually be such a Judaiem. It is cme thing to say that oure is a
universal, prophetic interpretation ¢f Judalsm. It is anciker thing te put these
principles into actual practice and foster a form cf Judaism vwhich carries out the
besic philosophy tc which we have subscribed as Council members.

For it is intolerable to profess to stand for onme thing six days a week and then
follow a totally different course on the seventh (the Sabbath). It is worse than
inconsistent to eay thet our Judaiem is a matter of religious faith and thsn prac-
tice a Judaiem which dces not square with this belief. It is debasing to continue
meekly to sutmit our children t¢ teachings to which we are diametrically opposed.
It is faint-hearted to fail tc translate our deep-seated convictions into a con-
glstent and satisfying way nf life.

Fully apprecleting the depth of your feeling on these matters, we have set about
to lay our groundwork carefully and ever pointing to the final and fundamental
Ctbjective of revitalizing Jndeism in America. We are dedicated to a program
which must be a highly positive cne, an aggressive ons, & ccnsecrated one. Hmbly
wve predict that it will produce these ﬂ:no significent results:

1. It will safeguard end perpetuate & Judasiam of a universal nature
to which we can conscienticusly subscribe es our religicus faith,
free frem all natiomalistic entanglemsnts, Thus we will promote
the Judaism t2 which we are devoted.

2. It will attract many more individuals tc the ranks of the Council --
individuals whe heve failsd to discern the Council's underlying
concern for Judaism a8 a religious faith and who have wished for
more open action along these lines. This applies to both rabbis
end leymen., Thus we will promote the welfare of the Council it-
self.

3. It will eilence the voices of our assailants who have sought to
confuse the issues by falsely asserting that the Council's program
ie cold, negative and anti-religious. We will project the Council
into its preper light as the very chempion of Judaism as & religious

S¢ much for our leng-rangs objectives. Now, for our more immediate program.

We kave reallized that our full program will take time to develop. We will have to
move forward from step to step, from strength to strength. What we coneidered of
paramount importence was that we make e tangible bteginning during the year now
cleeing -- that we chart our course in the proper direction and actuslly embark,
This we have dome.

After completing the organization of our cimmittes we set at work upon & preliminary
egendum. We included scme items to be started at ence; others to be undertaken es
tirmy, goes cn, Theee iteme include the following: Thke reguler circulation emong
American rabbis of materiasl revealing the alarming infiltration of "Jewish" national-
ien into Amsricen Judaism; the publication of pamphlets, tracts and sermons which
are tied in with Jewish holydays and Americen holidays, emphasizing the universal
values of Judaiem as applied to 1ife in fmerica; the preparation of religious school
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texts concerned with the history of Judaism rather than the story of a so-called
"Jewish penple"; the making of & concerted sffort to bring our viewpoint to bear
nron the U.A.H.C. and C.C.A.R. and other religious orgsnizations; end the eventual
employment of a stalf member, preferebly & rabbi, to devote all of his time to

the work of this committee, when national finances will permit.

We are pleesed t0 report material progress during this first year.

Our plan of circulating material among Americen rabbis is well under way. We have
already distributed three pleces of literature which are beginning to impress on
the Amsrican rabblnate the amazing extent to which "Jewish™ nationalism has injected
itself into the Americen religious scene. FEach distribution of literature was
accompanied by a covering lstter appropriate to the occasion. The first mailing-
plece, dispatched in mid-December, was the address delivered by Rabbi Elmer Berger
at the dimer meeting of the last anmuel conference of the Gouncil, entitled

"The Immteble Valuee of a Universal Faith". The next mailing, in early February, .
contained a paper delivered by Rebbi Morrie lazeron before the San Francisco
Chapter of the Council, entitled "Dare We Be Neutral:" The last meiling-piece,
forwarded in mid-March, was an address delivered by Dr. Leon Saks before the Mid-
West Rogional Confevence of the Council in Cleveland, entitled "Jewish Youth and
RBducation'.

On December 26th we directed enother letter to the American Reform rabbis, asking
whether they would be willing to write articles which could be used as guest ed-
itorials in the Council News. Ve suggested that these editorials emphasize the
universal tradition of Judaism and ite application t0 the lives of Auwericans of
the Jewish faith. Ve have been veceiving a surprisingly large number of favorable
responses and are 1looking forward t0 the conswmation of this project.

We have aleo had some perscnal contacts with rebbis and laymen which have reflected
an increasing interest in the work of our committes. It is putting it conserv-
atively to state that the very existence of such a crurittee has quickened en
interest in the religious field. Those who deeply feel as we do now find in the
committee & central force around which to rally and combine our efforts for the
preservation of a universal Judalsm. All this lends much encouragement for the
future.

During the course of the year we have mede contacts with the U,A.H.C. and other
religious organizations as situations have arisen.

We have also receivea commmications frum
1ndiﬂd1mla relating to various matters with which the committee is concermed.
As specific problems In this fisld heve been encountered by the officers of the
Council, they have been referred to this committee for ite consideration. All
of those items are difficult to cover in detail, without unnecessarily encumber-
ing this report, tut they comprise & valuadle contribution by the comuittee which
gshould be noted in peassing.

This brings us to the important subject of religious echool textbooks concerned
with the history of Judaism as our religious faith. Ve are delighted to report
significent progress. Rabbi Allan Tarshish has virtually completed a textbook
for childven in tke upper classee. Rabbi Abraham Cronbach hae agreed to work
upcn & second textbovk, to be used by younger children. Recognizing as we do the
tragic sltuation existing in the fleld of religious school material and the imper-
ative need for prompt action, we ai1e elated to report these developments.
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Rabbl Tarehish has kindly consented to swmmarize the status of his book. Knowing
your keen interest in thie ventuxe, we repest his communication verbatim:

"I am happy to preeent to this convention & swumeary of the book
'The Story of Judaism', which I am now writing, which propcsee to
be a textbock for Confirmation Classes, for Youth Groups, and
Adult Study Groups.

"Although I am not a member of the American Council for Judaism,
I am in agreement with its basic views about Judaism: that Jews
in the United States are basically & religicus group; and that
the meatsst strength of Judeiem lies in ite broad universal cut-
lock. Therefoxe I am happy to cooperate with the Council, or for
that metter with any orgenization, in otnetructive projects based
on this point of view.

"Therefore, elthough this bool: reflscts ocnly my own point of view,
I em happy to Lave hed the encowrsgemsnt and advice of Rabbi Elmer
Berger, Mr. Julius Grad, and the Religicus and Synagogne Committee
of the American Counecll for Judaism.

“The book 'The Story of Judaiem' trmcees the growth and development

of the religion of Judaism, from earliest timee to our own day. It
shcwe how Judedsm has cheanged end dewveloped through the years as

& recult of the reaction of Jews to the various problems and exper-
doncces Of thelr lives. It traces the development Of the festivals
and cersmoniels of Judalsm, the growth of the God idea from henotheism
to etricel mopotheism, the ups end downs of Jevish universliem, end
considers the probdlems of our times.

"It shonld comprise when finally complsted adout 250 pages. Two
drafts have elready teen written and I am at work on the third draft
which should be the final one. I hope this will be finished about
the end of June. At present theve axe 1O chapters but this may be
modified in the final draft. Theee chapters are as follows:

'On Cne Foot' -- the essence of Judaism as HEillel expressed it,
and as vwe conceive it.

'In the Beginning' -- early 1life and developments in the Arabian
desert, Abrahem, eand the effects of the FEgyrtian experience.

'Judaidm versus Cansan' -- the old religion meets up with paganiem
and Other problems of the Promised Land.

"The Moral Revolution: Amos and Hosea',
'"The Most Crucial 150 years in the World: Isaiash and Micah'.
'Jeremiah'.



Gredwohl -- 5

'The Babylonian Exile, Ezekial, Dsutero Isaiah, the Psalms,

The Synagogue' -- Ohnp‘tzeru k hrough 7 describe the story of
¢ne of the most important moral revoluticns in the world, tell
of the great literary prophets, who hammered home the 1don of
the moral relationship between men and men, and man and God,
the 'miversality of Cod and the brotkerhood of man.

'Return to Palestine' -- how scme of the people returned end
the conflict btetween iswolationism and universalism, the import-
ance ©of the last sentence of Ruth and why Jonah is & whals of
& tale, rather than a tale of a whale.

'Purim end Henukah: Persian and Greek Rule'.

-
.

"Tke Rabbds; vesus, Pevl and the Rise of BRI R 1w
the rabbis laid the foumdation for liversl Judalem, and why
Christianity spread.

'From & Nation to the Feopls of the Book' -- the destruction
of the Temple in Jeruselem in 70 CE, end the teginning of mass
universal education; the basis of the Talmad.

'The Babylonian Talmd' -- the great basis of treditional
Judaism develops in ancther land.

'Judaism Moves Westward' -- new centers in North Africa, Italy
end Spain and the great golden Jewish age of philosophers, poets
and grammariens among the Moelems; the streng etory of the
Chazars, the nation that became ccnverted to Judaism.

'Early Chrietian Europe' -- the effect of the Crusades.

'"The Dark Ages' -- the meaning of the Ghetto.

"Enlightenment and Democracy' -- the beginnings of the modern
age.

'A Yew Golden Age in ths U. S.' ~-=- new patterns of Judaism
and new bridgee between religions in the new world.

'Zioniem' -- its causes, emphasis and tendencies.

"Whither Judaism' -- what we can expect and achieve.”
We look ahead with distinct optimism and make these specific recommendations:
1. fur experience to date has convinced us that the five points in last year's

egondum wore sound. We recormend the readoption of this agendum in all particulars.
Siuce we have already emusraoted these points in detail we will not repeat Lere.
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2. Ve reccmmsnd that the contacts with the rabbis be broadened and intensified,
being personalized as much as poesible by individual letters and personal confer-
ences seeking their cooperaticn.

3. Ve suggest that in addition to the requests for editorials, the rabbis be
invited to sulmit articles and sermcns develcping the thems of Judaiesm as a
universal faith. ZEmphasis would e placed upon our desive for original contri-
butions or unusual applications of the principle to various phases of American
1ife. Theee erticles or sermcns could bte used in our mailings end in some in-
stances in the Council News. Where found to be of particular merit, they could
be printed and given special circulation. In some cases we would undoubtedly
find that 1abbis have already delivered snch sermons to their own congregations
and would welcome the opportunity fcr broader dissemination.

k. Ve specially recommsnd thet we now be to make contacte with laymen aes we
bave been doing with rabbis, mailing s ant material and inviting cooper-
ation. We stress this &s being of paramont importance -- !brggm 1aa.tw1n Job,

what the laymen mvmda,mmwwmortml also
amngthantmmummmwwnbm@mtutmmtpemtm
to do so. In short, neither rabbis nor laymen alone can do the jJob; together they

cannot fall.

It gees without saying that this undertaking should also serve to increase our
membership. Already our committee has been laying the groundwork for campiling
a large 1ist of non-members to whom we can direct our mailings. We are confident
that this list can be built up to whatever eize we may deem practical.

5. Ve should attempt to creats a force of Council members who will serve as
religious school teachsrs. This obviously dove-tails with our textbook project.

6. We should seek to arrange meetings at which our paint of view may be presented
at the discussicn clubs of Temples throughout the country.

7. Ve shonld encourage laymen to write articles suitabls for use by our committee.
Articles written by laymen can have a special appeal in many situations.

8. We should urge that board meetings and annuel congregational meetings be
attended by those who sincerely believe in the concept of Judaism &s & universal
faith and will exercise their votes accordingly.

9. Ve vecommend that an effort be maje t0 encourage the use of pulplts for sermons
gtressing the universal character of Judaism. It should not be necessary for a
rabbl to wait for a epecial occasion to deliver such a sermon. Nevertheless,
certain occasions exist when the subjeet would be particularly appropriste. For
example, nearly esll Reform congregations have a special service paying tribute

t0 the memory of Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise once each year. All to00 frequently his
name ies glorified without reference being mede to the basic principles for which

he stood. Yet it is most interesting to observe that these principles are fundae-
mentally identical with those set forth by Rabbi David Philipeson in the very Yesol-
utien upon which our commiittee came into being. Nor ie this a mere coincidence as
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Rabbi Philipson was a close colleague of Rubbi Wise and the two say eye-to-eye --
as did all of their other colleagnes, and leymen &s well, in the formation of
what became known es Americen Reform Judaism,

Thus such sermons might recall that in 1897 the Rabbinical Conference adopted the
following resolution at the euggestion of its president, Rabdbi Issac Mayer Wise:

"We_reaffimm that the object of Judaism is not political nor national,
but apiritual

The resolution added that the mission of Judaiem "hes been expanded to the
promotion among the whole human race of the broad and universalistic religion
first proclaimed by the Jewish prophets."

In the Hebtrew Union College Amnual for the year 1936 Rabbi Philipson himeelf
recorded the following description of the basic philosophy of Rabbi Wise:

"Thinkinguhadidalmgthhhmm_

E ~ o TR _'.__ -0
ment and pa.rticﬁm lm and inntitutions

It was in this same address that Rabbi Wise referred to us as forming en "integral
eloment" of America -- an expression which was the forerurmer of our own term
“mtaa'a.tim

Again in 1898, as Rabbl Philipson records, Rabbi Wise and Rabbi Philipson cooper-
ated in the preparation of the following basic principles adopted by the Union of
American Hebtrew Congregations:

"The mission of Judaiem is spiritual, not political. Its aim is ...

t0 spread the truths of religion and ﬁ ty throughout the world."
Such declarations of principle could be mmltiplied without nmumber. We have
only these few as typical of the fuindamental philosophy to which Rabbi David
Philipaon, Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise and all of their colleagues subscribed. A great
deal of this material is available and could be expressively used in sexmons paying
the only kind of tribute Rabbi Wise would have desired -- a tribute not to his

name, but to the basic concepts for which he stood and to which he devoted his
life.

These nine suggestions constitute the program we recommend for the year ahead.
It is an embitious program, but one that can be made to succeed with just a little
energy, vision and perseverance.

It really takes but a moment's reflection to realige that this program must succeec
if the ultimate goal of the Council is to be attained. '/hen we say that we are
to be fmericans of the Jewish faith, there is deep meaning in every word. We
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will reach our full goal only when each word has been traneformed into accomplished
fact. By "Awerican" we meen that we aye %0 integrate into civic and community
affairs with our fellow Americans of all religicns. By "Jewish" we mean that we
are deotermined to preserve for curselves and our children the Judalsm we cherish.
By "faith" we signify that our Judaism must be a metter of religion -- a universal,
rrophetic interpretation of Judaism -- a mg@m faith as contrasted with a
kodgs-podge of Jewish naticnalism. Until we have yevitalized Judaism in America
g0_that it meens exactly this, we mey truthfully call Ourselves Americens or
Jevieh Americens, but not, completely end unreservedly, Americens Of the Jewish
FAITE.

In short, it behooves us to make certain that there shall actually be & Judaism
consistent with the principles to which we 80 proudly subscribe as Council members.
We must teke stepe to enlist the cooperation of every individual throughout the
country who will join with us in this sacred cause -- rabbis and leymen elikes.

We must - end we will - join in the vanguard of all those throughout recorded
history who have 1ifted their voices to mmu & Judaiem holding eternal values
for all menkind. ¥’

For, after all, ve are the American Council for Judaiem!

ie W
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March 12, 1951

Dear Rabbi:

The American Council for Judalsm has been accused of tilting at
windmills in its endeavors to elert Jews to the Zionist deter-
mination to capture the Jewish community in America, including
complete control of our philanthropies and Jewlsh education --
as well as of our congregations and other religious institutions.
"Council propaganda" was the cry, in the face of the most
incontrovertible evidence not only of the plan, but also of its

rapidly growing realization.

Now we £ind & prominent editor of the Yiddish press also accused
of tilting at windmills for asserting that Zionists have failed
to capture the community. Emphatically, The National Jewish Post
insists that the Jewish community has been captured by Zionism
and is now under its control. A reprint of the Post editorisl is
enclosed.

However facilely the Post may argue on both sides of a guestion

as it may suit ite purpose, the fact remains that its editor has
now acknowledged the existence of the very trend which we of the
Council have been warning against all along -- and for which we
have been so violently attacked. The Post is confident that
Zionist control of the Jewish community "will expand even more in
the next decade as the old guard of non-Zionists relinguish even
the few places they now hold of importance in American Jewish life."

We earnestly invite your attention to the enclosed Post editorial.
Our purpose here is not to debate whether Zionist control of the
Jewish community is good or bad. We do wish to call your attention
to this editoriael corroboration of the fact that it exists.

It is particularly important that the rabbis who are opposed to
Zionist hegemony over a corporate Jewish community be aware that
that hegemony is close upon us.

Very sincerely yours,

@«44@@«%{

Bermrd 8. Gradwohl



THE NATIONAL JEWISM POSY

Friday, February 23, 1951

Mr. Danzis Tilts A+ Windmills

RDECAI M. Danzis, editor of the Day,

Yiddish daily newspaper, has resumed
his comments on the U. S. Jewish community
with the assertion that the Zionists have lost
the battle for control of that community by
alleged failure to follow Herzl's charge to “cap
ture the communities.”

According to World Wide News Service, Mr.,
Danzis sees the results of this “failure” in the
attitude of the welfare funds toward Jewish
education and the attempt of the welfare funds
to “seize conmtrol” of the United Jewish Appeal.
What other deleterious effects of this refusal
of the Zionists to blast the non-Zionists and the
anti-Zionists out of Jewish community life Mr.
Danzis sees, the WNS does not tell us.

But the mystery of how a man can 50 mis-

read the developing events in the American

Jewish community is matched only by the
same man’'s persistent attempt to label a vie
tory for the Zionists as a defeal

Let's look at the record,

Mr. Rip Van Winkle Danzis, according to
WNS, names two fields in which the Zionists
have suffered defeat—the United Jewish Ap-
peal and Jewish Education.

The record shows—in respect to the first
ftem—that at the recent General Assembly of
the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare
Funds in Washington, D. C., the Zionists
stopped the CIFWF cold when it attempted to

set up a blueprint for a future national Jewish

campaign machinery. The POST argued that
this was not an attempt to take over the UJA,
but the Zionist leadership which lknocked it out
once and for all interpreted the move other.
wise and won the fight on that basis,

That event is the.only current development
affecting the UJA nationally,

Now let's lock at the record on a local level.

In Chicago, the UJA has just received the
best precampaign committment it has ever
received from that Jewish community, which
incidentally is controlled by the elements which
Mr. Danzis sees hiding under the bed of the
American Jewish community.

But what about Boston, what about Los
Angeles, what about Cleveland, what about
hundreds of other Jewish communities where
the Zionists, by cleverly exerting their strength
at the proper places, have actually become the
masters and where—even when they do not put
in their own man as president—are always
given decisive consideration when important
decisions are made?

The answer is obvious.

Because the Zionists did not throw out the
old guard bodily from the Jewish community,
because the Zionists at the local level realize
they have to live with their Jewish colleagues

day in and day out and accepted those col-
leagues as part of the community, even in spite
of frequent and bitter disagreements—Mr. Dan-
zis is unsatisfied. And he therefore pastes the
label of defeat on what Is in effect a remark-
able victory, and one which historians will use
as guiding themes in their reports on the sec-
ond quarter of the 20th century in the Ameri-
can Jewish community.

The victory of the Zionists Is even more
clear-cut on the issue of Jewish education.

Heretofore Jewish education was the almost
exclusive province of a small group of usually

Actually, the victory of the Zionists is al-
most complete.
The fight is now over, The POST can well

ists to revive their old opposition will find
neither group marshalling its forces.

The American Jewish community of today
Is united as never before in the task of build-
ing a creative Jewish group in the United
States. It will fight its battles against real, not
imaginary opponents, Mr. Danzis to the con-
trary notwithstanding.
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April 13-15,1951

In this Committee's first annual report to last year's Conference of the Council,

telling of the previous year's activities and g-als, reference was reverently

nade to the resolution by the late Rabbi David :hilipson which kad inspired the

formation end the function of the Committee cn Feligious and Synagogue Programs.

Dr. Philipson's resclution hed been enthusiastically adopted with this strong
pledge of support:

"We belleve that expressions of Orthedox, Conservative, and Reform
Judaism free of 'Jewish' nationaliem and streesing the universal
traditions in our faith are essential to the survival of Judaism
in America and to completely integrated lives for our co-religion-
ists here. TO the fullest extent of rescurces availabls for that
purpose, we pledgs the American Council for Judeism to assist in
the revitalization of such universel expressions of Judaism. Ve
resolve that a committee of laymen end rabbis be appeinted by our
national exscutive committes to explore ways and means whereby
this concern for our faith may be implsmented and sustained as a
motmmmmkummmmmm'

In pursuance of this mandate, your Committee k2s contimumed and expanded during
the pest year the pregram and projects conceived &nd launched two years ago upon
the adoption of this historic resclution.

I

We have continued with the previous year's practice of periocdic mailings to all
the members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, forwarding soms pertinent
document along with an appropriate covering lstter Over our signatures on Committec
gtationery.

(1) Shortly after this year's Committee was constituted, following the
1950 Conference of the Council in Cincinnati, we used as our mailing-
plece & copy of the report of the 1543-1950 Committee on Religious

_ and Synagogue Programs vwhich had besn presented &t that anmual meet-
ing. Ve felt that this wes an appropriate and timely way of inaugur-
ating our nev year's activity, thrcugh the point of contact furnished
by the first year's reccrd.

(2) Cur first majling last fall contained & copy »f the resolutions
adopted at the Cincimnnati Conforence of the Council. Sent ocut before
the beginning of our religious New Year, these resolutions and their
preamble provided & moet fitting and self-explanatory restatement of
"the universal ideals which, for us, are Judalsm" -- a guotation from
the preamble which became the titls of the leaflet.
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(3) In October we forwarded the thought--rovoking series of six lectures

(&)

(5)

(6)

delivered at Hunter Collegs by Rebbi Flmer Berger, entitled "A History
of Judaism." These were most attractively printed and enclosed in &
convenient portfolio, with a general introduction prepared by your

two co-chairmen. The subjects of Dr. Berger's lectures are:

(a) "Judeism - AR Historical Cutline.
Where D“d Jo\ra and . .daiem Come From?"

(b) "Eow Did Jewe Coms To BaliawIn(hoGod?
msmeghaaumtsmcm

(¢) "The Rebels Who Chenge: World.
The mﬂ - o

(da) t mw‘i To Judeiem In n:. MQ
The Forced Retreat to Segreg:

(e) pation. |
The Di s of Nationality ve. Religicm.”

(£) "Judaism For Americans of Jewish Faith.
Integration vs. Ghettoization.

The following month we distributed a challenging paper by Dr. Ebraheam
Cronbach, Professor Emeritus of Jewlsh Social Studies a8t the Hgbrew
Union College, on "Judaiem as & Religion." Though representing his
own highly original point of view, the idese and questions raised by
Dr. Cronbech alwaye merit thoughtful attention. At least, that is
how your co-chairmen felt about circulating the work of & ember of
their own Committee -- so fraught with profound insight into Judaism
and Into the experience of religion in general is everything that
issues from his great mind end soul.

This January we sent ocut reprints of & letter to the editor of

The New York Times by Mr. Ieesing J. Rosenwald, published on Jenuary
7, 1951. In terms of & specific situation, 1t outlined the approach
of tke American Council for Judaism towards the religious immplic=ticns
o the larger guestion invelving the mlationsh:l.p of Americans of
Jewieh faith to the State of Israsl. The cleer inferences of thie
letter were that more ie involved in that relationship than mere
formal political attachmenit to, or separation from, Israsl. The
religious integrity of Americams of Jewieh faith is alse inwvolved.

Last month we mailed to the Rabbis & reproduction of an editorial
from The National Jewlcsh Poet ¢f February 23, 1951. The American
Ceuncil for Judeiem %ias been accused of tilting at windmills in its
enhdeavors to alert Jews to the Zionist determination to capture the
Jewish commnity in America, including complste ccntrol of our phil-
anthropies and Jewlsh education -- as well as ¢cf our congregations
and other religious institutiens. "Council propaganda" was the cry,
in the face of the most incontrovertible evidence not only of the
rlan, but also of ite rapidly growing realization.




Religious & Synagogus Committee
Report -- 3

Now we find a preminent editor of the Yiddish press also accused of tilting at
windmills for asserting thet Zicniets have falled to capture the community.
Emphatically, The National Jewish Pest insists that the Jewish community has
'been captured by Zieniem and is now under 1ts control.

However facilely the Post may argue on both sides of a question as it may suit
its purpese, the fact remains thet its editor has now acknowlsdged the exietanoo
of the very trend which we ef the Council kave been warning against all elong -
and for which we have been s0 viclantly & d. The Post is confident that
Zionist control of the Jewish commmity "will expand even mors in the next decade
a8 the old guard of non-Zichiste relinguish even the few places they now hold

of importance in American Jewish life.”

Cur purpose here was nst to debate whether wt control of the Jewish commnity
is good or bai. We did wish to call attention to this editerial correboration of
thafhatthntitoﬁsta. It is particularly Important that the Rabbis who are
Opposed te Zionist Negemony over & ocorporate Jewish commmity be avare that the

hagemony 18 clese upon us.

II

In an effort to émplement ona of the recommendations in last year's report of

this Committee, although it meant that we would be further overburdsning ourselves,
ve Tecently toek on thecjob of trying to maks contacts with Jewish laymen as well
as with Rabbis. Accerdingly, last month we addressed a considerabls number of
such individuals in the greéter New Yerk City &rea, enclosing cepies of the editor-
ial from The Natirnal Jewish Yost which we had sent to our Rabbinical mailing list.
It 1s too early to appraise Tesults; bDut we are awaiting reactiens to this latest
experimental preject.

III

Your co-chairmen have again invited members of our Committee, both lay and
Rabbinical, aé well as others interested, to submit articles for publicetion in
The Ccuncil News. In keeping with this effort, a beautifully inspiring "New
Year thaaaari;; one of our Committee members - Rabbi William H. Fineshriber --
wege published in last September's issue. The November issue featured Prefessor
Cronbach'se articls on "Judaism as a Religion” which was the subject of our
Rebbinical malling that month. A re-reading of thie article is sure to be a
rewarding experience; and we kmeow that Dr. Crombach himself is devoting much
further thought to the subject, as evidenced by &n addendum he has recently
forwarded to us.

Iv

We are pleased to be &ble to report further progress in the important field of
religious textbooks.

(1) Ve hkave enjoyed participating in the preperation for publication of
Rabbi Berger's series of lsctures on A History of Judaism, which we
circulated to our Rabbinical mailing list last October. We are
indeed happy to announce the forthcoming publication of this series
in book form., As we said in our introduction to these laotures:
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"We of the Religious and Synagogue Frogram Committee of
the American Council for Judaiem present them in this
published form because We bellieve they 1l a need in
contemporary Jewish knowledge. They demonstrate the
antiquity and validity of the religious as against the
netionalist tradition and interpretation of Jews and
Judaism., They do not deny -- in fact they admit --
the exlistence of & nationalist tradition and interpretation.

"It is importent thet Jews recognize and understand both
of these traditions in, end interpretations of, their
history. Only against such an understanding of the past
can Jews today comprehend all that is involved in the
profound differences of opinion which preveil about
rodern problems affecting them particulsrly as Jews.
Understanding the backgrounds of present divergent view-
points, Americans of Jewish faith may be helped to choose
botween these two ways of lifs being offered them, each
with its own pattern of Judaiem and with its own formmla
for the relationships of Jews to Jews end of Jews to men
end women of other faiths.

"This series is not presented az official policy of the
Americen Council for Jypdaism. Obviously, it is not policy
of any kind. But it is fitting that the Council, which
has 80 consietently rejected the nationalistic conception
of Jews and Judaien, should eponsor this publication....

"Appearing under the =uspices of the Council's Committee

on Religious and Synagogue Programs, this series of six
lectures on the hietory of Judaggm ie herewith offered

for wider reading and study. It is especially commended
for use by Rebbis, religious school teachers, adult

study groups, high school and Confirmation classes, college
and Hillel Foundation discussion groups, American Council
for Judaism chapter meetings, and Zionist orgenizations.”

(2) Our next report of progress is with regerd to The Story Of Judaism, by
Rabbi Allen Tarshish, a textbook for confirmation classes, youth groups,
end adult study groups. The book is now completed; what remains is the
final reading and polishing of the menuscript. It must be made clear
thet, although the Council has encouraged Rabbl Tarshish in the writing
of this book, it is entirely and exclusively his own interpretation
and work.

The book i1s not a history of a "Jewish people” but of Judaiem. One

of the moet eminent of contemporary Jewieh educators hds staied that
the book "is & history of the Jews with special referente to religion.”
This "special reference to religion" is the element in which the
American Councll for Judaism, and particulerly our Committee on
Religlous and Synagogue Programs, has been 80 vitally Interested.
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Every effort will be made to expediie the publication of this book
and to effect 1ts widest distribution.

(3) Ve have been in touch with Professor Cronbach with regard to his
plans Tor prevaration of a religious school textbook designed for
children in the lower grades. This 1s a project first announced
by our Cocmmitiee in its report a year ago. Ve are hoping that the
actual writing may be undertaken at an early date. Needless to
eay, this textbook and the one by Rebbi Tarshish -- as well as
Rabbi Berger's forthcoming book -~ will help to fill a long-felt
need for study meterial emphasizing the religious rather than the
netionalistic interpretation of Jpdaden.

v

The significance of the progress of these bocks becomes even more strilking when
considered along with another project in which our Committee has been cooperating.
We refer to the critical examination end analyeis of the textbook meterial now
avalleble To religious echools. Some of the msubers of our Committee have served
as volunteers in the evaluation of these textbooks. MNembers of the Council staff
have directed this difficult project and have devoted & tremendous amount of
constructive work toward its fruition. It is gratifying that the agenda of this
an:ial Conference includes & pamel discussion of this very question, which is
certain to produce some extremely interesting findinge and conclusions.

VI

Your Committee has also been interested in an important project undertaken recently
by Rebbi Irving F. Reichert on the retreat of Roform Judaism from ite original
basic principles and its regression and survenior to a2 spurious "Jewish" nationalien
It is more than & mere coincidence, therefore, that Rabbl Reichert's Sabbath Eve
sermon at this Conference is entitled "Judeism in Eclipse: The Betrayal of an
Historic Mission."

ViI
Not the least phase of our sssignment has been & continmuous counselling as to the
affairs of our Committee, very particularly including a large amount of correspond-
ence -- with the writers of letters concerned with our Rabbinical mailings; contactes
involving the other Committee functions we havereprecifically enumsrated; and
commmications from individuals concerning & variety of matters falling within
the general orbit of our Committee. The co-chairmen of your Committee have had
mumerous end prolonged conferences with each other throughout the course of the
year, as well as periodic exchanges of correspondence with all of the members of
the Committee. We have also accurmlated such a thick file of correspondence with
the national officers and staff of the Council as to meke us wonder whether we may ..
have worn out our welcome with them; but their ever understanding end helpful
commmications would immediately allay any such euspicions.

VIII

We come now to the recommendations we should like to make for future action:
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(1) First of all, we recommend that the Committee on Religious and
Synagogue Programs be authorized to continue those activities
and projects already being cerried oms Ve particularly suggest
an expansion of the contacts already begun with laymen; since
ve are keenly conscious of the two-fold nature of the task before
us, involving Rabbis and laymen 2likes. This is vwell examplified
in the very composition of our Committee marmbership and in the
sharing of the co-chairmanship between & Rebbi and & layman.

(2) We recommend the creation of a still larger force of Council
members who will serve @s religious school teachers. This
obviously dove-tails with the necgeeity for tetter religious
school textbook material, which we have already discussed in
this report.

(3) Ve recommend that efforts be made to errenge programs et which
our point of view may be presented at discussion groupe or other
eppropriate meetings within congregations throughout the country.

(4) Ve recommend that board meetings and emmmal congregetional meet-
ings be falthfully attended by £ll those who sincerely believe
in the concept of Judaism as & universal religion and who will
exerclse their votes accordingly.

(5) We recommend & persistent endeavor to encoursge the use of
pulpits for sermons stressing the Lriversal _ohamctor of Judaism,

(6) We commend the excellent record of Council wembers in their
attendance at the religious services of the oongregations to
which they belong; and we are proud of their leedership in
congregational life as presidesnts, secretaries, trustees, etc.
We recommend that all Council members dedicate themselves to
even more active participation in their congregational affairs
and religious services.

(7) Ve recommend the eventual employment of & staff member, preferably
2 Rabbi, to devote all of his time to the work of this Committee,
as soon as national finances will permit. Ve deeply feel that
the function of this committee is so important that the possibil-
ities for good are limited only by the amount of finances and the
perscnnel which can be committed to this assignment.

* % * K EE RN RN
We, as Councll members, have subscribed to the fundamental concept that we are
Jews by virtue of our religious faith. But it is one thing to pay that ours is
a universal, prophetic interpretation of Judalem. It is quite another thing to
put these principles into actusl practice and foster & form of Judaism which
carries out the basic philoeGphy to which we have dedicated ourselves as Council
members. It ie toward thie end that the energles of the Committee on Religious
and Synagogue Programs must be constantly directed.
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Let us, then, take stepe t¢ enlist the active support cf every individual through-
out the country who will join with us in this greet csusa. 1ot us remain faithful
To our sacred obligation to perpetuste & mature and universal Judaism holding
eternal values for all mankind.

Respectfully submitted,

COMMTTISE (N RELIGIOUS AND SYNAGOGUE

v







Rabbi Alvin I, Fine
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January L, 1952

Rabbl Elmer Berger

¢/o American Couneil for Judaism
201 East 57th Street

New York City

Dear Rabbi Berger:

Recently, we received a letter from a friend at the Hebrew Union College, advising
us of certain statements made at a meeting of the American Council for Judaism, at
the Alms Hotel; in Cincinnati, on December Lth last. Since receiying that first
letter, we have received similar information from several other people who were
present at the meeting,

From these reports, it appears that, in stating the cbjectives aﬂ deseribing the
techniques of the American Council for Judaism in its campaign to delete allegedly
"objectionable" passages from religious school textbooks, or to coerce rabbis to
change those textbooks, :ou said that at Congregation Pianu-El in San Prancisco "a
Zionist rabbi was brought to the point wheve he had to ba responsible to his Board
of Trustees in respect to textbooliss," and that he was "forced"
textbooks and coerced into deleting certain "offensive op "o

The only fragment of truth in these statements is that the prabbi referred to is a
Zionists

We are writing this letter to brand everythinu else in your statements, as report-
ed above, to be complete fabrieation and utter falsehood, You would do well to
refrain from repeating them, You would do hetier to exercise a measure of rese
ponsibility and show a concern for triithfulness in your statements, Either you
are responsible for these false statements or you have been sadly misinformed. In
either case, knowingly or in ignorance, yuh arc responsible for repeating false
statements publicly. In doing so, you have misled your audience and abused the
truth,

In our Religious School, we use the textbooks and publications of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations, and we are guided by their recommended curriculum,
In the several years that we have been with this Congregation, we have excluded no
textbooks and we have deleted no passages labeled as "offensive" or "objectionable®
by the American Council for Judaism,.

As rabbls, our policies are determined and our affairs are conducted in the best
interests of Judaism and the congregation we serve, In our rabbinical service, we
have not been and we shall rot be influenced or coerced by pressure from the
American Council for Judaism,

We are sending copies of this lettar many of our colleagues in the Central Cone
ference of American Kabbis, so that if they have already heard your statements, as

. they were reported to us, our friends vill know that these statements are false;
and if you should be irre mleamngh repeat these statements in the future,
our eelleagues will be forewarned by t.h.

Sincerely,

" Rabbi Alvin I, Fine Rabbi leyer Heller



THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE. .. CINCINNATI
JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION...NEW YORK

Office of the President:

CLIFTON AVENUE + CINCINNATI 20, OHIO

April 29th, 1952

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman,
2l19 E. Kemwood Blvd.,
Milwaukee 11 Wis,

Dear Herbert:

I have just gotiten back to my desk and found your letter which
was received on April 1hth. Sometime ago someone else wrote to me about the
same matter, and this is what I answered:

"If you read the actual contents of the greetings which I was re-
quested to send, you will see that they were intended to underline the
#for Judaism® part of the American Council for Judaism,

I took the groetd.ngs almost word for word from the message I de=-
livered to the C.C.A.R, last June, There is not a single sentence
or word in these greetings which I do not believe in and which I
would not be prepared to uphold before any group anywhere, and I do
not withdraw a single word,

It has been my feeling that any group of Jews that wanted a message
from me with regard to what Judaism is or should be, was entitled to
such a message, without that indicating my approval of the group. I
cannot as head of the College-Institute declare in effect to be out-
gide the scope of Judaism those who sgy they are Jews and espouse
Judaism, I cannot have comverse only with those Jews I like and refuse
to have commnication with those Jews whose fears are alien and whose
orientation is obnoxious to me. I do not believe in herem™

On May 18th I shall be speaking at a conference on "Creative
Jewish Living" being held by the Zionist Organization of America at the

Hotel Commodore. If you are present in New York on that day, I should love
to see you.

With warmest regards, I am, as ever,

Sincerely yours,

W\bon

Nelson Glueck, President
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May 16, 1952

Mr. Morris Karon
Empire Building

710 ‘N, Plankinton Avenue
Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin

My dear Mr. Karon:

I am in receipt of copy of your letter addressed to ;he Trustees
of Temple Emanu-El. You state, among. oﬂ:er th.mgs, “I%ﬁded to make
the following stggnhﬁenk a‘nﬂ com ing bf your letier
I do not unders‘land what 'you wmh to»pa dﬂng wii:h ymu: ié%her. Since a
previous engagement prevents you from att ﬂa nnual meeting, do you
wish your letter read at the mee'ﬁdg? ‘Fl@:se let me kno once.

With résnectﬁapmiﬂ niafmr
personally as chairman of the meetings, I wish to state tha
is without the sﬁg‘h‘lest foun&hoh“"oi“fact. Tasofar” as I an . concerned
personally, all meetings” ‘that I hﬁ’ve ‘conducted hgve en on a democratic

basis, despite frequent*itteﬁgpts hegkl@ At no. did I, as chairman of
any meeting, refuaeto’ ptavo itmayﬁeftrmthatupontalq:ngawte
upon the question of reti a Rabbi that there was one dissentmg vote, and

that I, out of consideration to our mﬁi, !ﬂges}ud that I would prefer a
unanimous vote. That was domin the interest of decency io our Rabbi. If

you wish to criticize that, you are wl?:mvto do so, but you cannot characterize
it as a refusal to accept a vote. I don’t mind telling you that I resent exceedingly
your statement ‘‘The cﬁairman refnﬂd his vote by asking for a unanimous

‘‘Ja' vote and thus shaming the objector from voting as he desired''. I fully
understand the implication in such s‘htemen‘t. particularly where your letter
indicates that you took the word ‘‘Yes' and wrote over it the word *'Ja’. You
know Wwhat that word means, and so do I, and I can only characterize its use

in connection with Temple affairs as contemptible, This chairman knows

how to conduct a meeting and needs no lecture from you that I should be neuiral
while acting as chairman. I am also fully aware of the fact that if I, as chairman,
wish to argue a matter that I should take the floor as a member. I do not need
to have you give me a lesson as to how to conduct a meeting, nor what the duties
of a chairman are., What I am saying here is my personal opinion with respect
to your point #7.

Very truly yours,

BFS/mas ' / s/ B. F. Saltzstein
DELIVERED

.cc. George P, Ettenheim
Charles L, Goldberg
Marvin Kohner
Rabbi Herbert Friedman
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AMeRrican council FOR JudAisSM

May 26, 1952

Dear Friend:

You may have noticed our open letter which recently
appeared in the "Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle", dealing with our
forthcoming meeting and the reasons why we cannot hold it at
the Temple, Nonetheless, I want to particularly direct your
attention to this significant event, which will take place in

Hilwmkeemtbeeveningof dnesd: June 11, at the
School, 62 r %a }onica Boulevard.

The Young People's Section of the Chicago Chapter of
the American Council for Judaism has very successfully produced
and staged a dramatization or re-enactment of the highlights
of the 23rd World Zionist Congress, which took place in
Jerusalem late last summer, The decisions taken at this
Congress vitally concern American Jews, That is why we pro~
duced this dramatization, and that is why we are asking you to
attend, We believe that the ideas, opinions and resolutions
which will be re=-enacted for you warrant the careful considera-
tion of every American Jew,

It must be understood that this production was
conceived and executed in a very serious manner, Accents,
mimicery and all other devices which might possibly be cona‘ta'ued
as lampooning have been meticulously avoided. The script was
drawn from official press releases, Authenticity has been
carefully preserved,

If you would like to attend, please write to
Mrs, Donald Michelsteiter, 3601 North Hackett Avenue,
Milwaukee 11, for tickets, I look forward to your attending
what I know will be a stimulating and worthwhile event, Our
seating capacity is limited, Please act promptly.

Sincerely yours,

. (Gl

Jack Kahn
JK:aa Chairman Milwaukee Chapter

(What is the (ouncil?

A national orgenization mointaining an educotional progrom dedicated to the universal tradition of Judoism ond the increasing national, civic, cultural and
social integration of Americans of Jewish faoith, The Council offirms thel: “nctionality ond religion are separcle ond distinct; our nationality is American;
our religion Is Judaism; eur homeland is the U. 5, A." Rejects the concep! tha! the State of lsroel is “The National Homeland of the Jewish people™; maintoins
that no Jew or group of Jews, including the spokesmen of Isrcel. can represent all Jews in Americo; and that the nationolism of lsroel must be confined 1o its

own boundaries.



June 26, 1952

T Ben;

In answer to your inquiry regarding the use of Temple Emanuel
for a meeting of the American Council for Judaism, at which
Elmer Berger spoke, I wish to submit to you the followling factsi

On Monday , April 25, 1949, iha Board of Trustees upheld the
Ritual Committee who had approvad :request of the American
Council for Judaism- t.o use the yestry Tooms - also known as the
assembly hall - for a mesting of %ﬁ&hﬁ?_ rganization the evening of
May 2, 1949. bl !riem:l object ‘the use of the building
for that pnrpogo,, .lmt th.e Boa:ﬁﬂ M‘&‘ hat ther h&d. ’tq uphold the
committee. a‘

Enclosed rm ml fina cepien of mvapa nifmmta regarding
the meeting of the American Council for Judaism held in the Temple
assembly hall., These were taken from the files in the offices of
the respective nmpapers.

I reeall, with nuch, shame ‘the dening remark of the chairmsn
of the maeting. "I don't seevour young Rabbis here; they are more
interested in Isrzelil \cul’l;u*re th=n Ameriean oulture.

The Americ=an COunc?il for .T-u&a.ifm hg& not met in the Temple
since.

I had intended to spend a conple of dsys 1n Milwaukee during
the first part of July, but I will have to forego that pleasure
geoause of a recent 11111933. I expect to be all right in a few

8y S

Marion joins me in warmest a:‘fé’g?ards'to you and your nice wife.

w@f\

Sincerely,

Mr. Benjamin F. Saltzstein
625 North Milwaukee 3treet
Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin



















SAMUEL ROSE
3328 EAST THIRTEENTH AVENUE
DENVER. COLORADO

June 26, 1952

Dear Herbert:

Enclosed you will find copies of the news-
paper clippings, as well as a letter sent to Ben
regarding "la Affaire™ Berger.

I received 2 long letter from Leo Mann ex-
pressing great friendship and admirstion for you,
also asking my advice whether he should spesk with
you regarding what he calls two mistakes,

1. ACJ and the use of the Temple.
2. Notatioms in the bulletin regarding
home receptions.

He advised me in his letter that he resigned
from the A.C.J., 2 long time ago becauge he did not
approve of their methods, Seems IWrete to him
suggesting that he get in touch wikth youlfor a
frank discussion; please do me the favor of
counting up to ten before replying.

I hope that Ben will be satisfied with the
sbove information. As I look through my records,
the Grest Books met that evening which helped to
swell the total above ‘fifty.

I would like to write you 2 long letter, but
I do not have the time since I spent most of it
answering Leo. I may send you a copy of it. He
may show you the letter. The outcome of all this
will be very interesting to me.

I am sorry that your visit was not longer and
more calmer.

Last week I went to bed with a very bad virus
infection which returned a dividend of 103 degrees.
At the moment I do not feel like climbing Pike's
Peak.

Marion joins me in love to all of you.

o






the americAan council for jadaism

Chicago
s S S x5 2750
Chicage 2, illinois
Twin Cities T0; MEMBERS OF THE MILWAUKEE CHAPTER
CHARLES D. FIST
Winnaapeis 3, Wion. FROM:  JACK KAHN, CHAPTER CHATRMAN
St. Lowis
“Josém . scweicH, . RE: A COUNCIL~-SPONSQRED EXPERIMENTAL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PROJECT
509 North Broodway
St Lovis, Mo.
Cincinnati
HARRY M. HOFFHEIMER The American Council for Judaiem has been receiving -- from members
s P as well as nom-members -- an increasing number of queries such as:
Cloveland "To what religious school can we safely send our children?" "What
LEWIS J. AFFELDER textbooks should they use, and which ones ought to be avoided?" “How
piniveuchp S can we give our children a spiritual and ethical religious education
Vosninioni without exposing them to indoctrination by a political and separatist
HENRY S. MOYER philoscphy of mationalism?" That philosophy has reached the point
e SOt where its exponents now all but dominate the ranks of our Rabbis and
Aihas educators who are charged with the responsibility for our children's
JACK KAHN education in Judaism,
AT N. Wilshire
Milwoukee 11, Wisc.
Regional Director Accordingly, the A,C.J, is devoting a large part of its energies and
ALFRED RUSSEL its limited financial rvesources to this problem, We are ‘the American
Council for Judaism; and while we have discharged our obligation in
Nasiond Officers ever increasing endeavors to keep religious education free of
oo B - nationalism and of the political and secular encumbrances involving
et e ties to a foreign state and ideology,our concern for Judaism must now
MENRY A. LOES take account of the fact that Judaism is being transformed and trans-
Secrotary muted into something other than a great faith in universal spiritual
MORIIS WOLF prineiples,
Vice-Presidents
M;L&m Therefore, in response to specific requests from a number of parents,
;&'{’g&m the Executive Board of the Milwaukee Chapter of the Council announces
1. EDWARD TONKON its readiness to sponsor an experimental religious school to open
Regional VicePresidewts this Fall in the Metropolitan or Suburban area where the demand and
m%‘_ interest of parents are found to be the most pronounced.
IRWIN M. GRINSFELDER
HERSERT A. SCHOENFELD A meeting will be held at 8:15 P, M. on September 9, 1952,in the
Mw home of-
ABRAHAM CRONBACH Mr, Donald L, Michelstetter

R s 3601 N, Hackett Ave., Milwaukee,

MORRSS 5. LAZARON at which Rabbi Samuel H, Baron, National Religious Director of the
IRVING F. REICHERT Couneil, will discuss with 1ntaraatedparentaandtheir frriends the
details of the project,



-

If you are interested, you must return the enclosed questionnaire, The fundamentally
important questions of the size and specific location of the proposed school will be
determined on the basis of the questionnaires returned and the attendance at the

meeting.

We earnestly trust that this response to requests for a Council-sponsored religious
Sunday School will not be construed as a desire to compete with the established
religious schools of any congregation, or of any other type. We seek only to serve
our members and friends, and it is not our desire to create a large school. We hope,
additionally, to establish a curriculum and pedagogical technique from which other
religious schools may benefit.

The costs of the school are not to be borne by the Council itself, but are to be
apportioned among the parents of the children who will attend, It is expected that

these costs will be nominal, since classes will very likely meet in private
homes and the teaching staff will be on a volunteer basis,

Our objectives are to demonstrate that Judaism as a universal religion has depth and
vision and appeal, and that it possesses the indestruetible quality of self-perpetua-
tion as a faith; to have the children who attend our experimental religious school
understand what Judaism really is; to introduce them to the history of Jews and
Judaism, of ethical monotheism and the universal God-concept as developed by our
great Prophets. The child will be taught a Judaism free of "Jewish" nationalism and
of Israelism, but with a proper regard for his co-religionists wherever they may be--
whether in America, in Israel or elsewhere.

There need be no nationalistic accoutrements or trappings, no secular separatism or
isclationism of an allegedly unique "pecple" to attract and hold a child to the
faith of his fathers. The spiritual and universal precepts of Judaism are great
enough and deep enough and so surpassingly beautiful that the child who is educated
in the faith and eternal verities of Judaism will become -~ and remain -- a devotied
and practicing Jew and will pass this faith on to those who follow him.

Textbooks and other teaching material for each age-group or school grade will be
carefully selected, after a study of all fexts available, Our criteria in the choice
of these materials will be those outlined above, as well as the criteria of pedagogic
and psychological soundness, Use will also be made of the principles of progressive
education, including the project method and pupils' activity.

Teachers for each class will be thoroughly prepared for their tasks, Rabbi Samuel

H, Baron, the Council's National Director of Religious and Synagogue Activities, will
provide the teacher with (a) the textbooks and other material to be used by each
class, (b) an outline of supplementary reading end other resources, and (¢) periodic
personal guidance -- both in advance and throughout the academic year on aims,
techniques, materials, educational games and play projects, festival observances, etc.

While the proposed school will not be an experiment in the sense of there being any
doubt or uncertainty as to the content or quality of the religious instruction re-
ceived by the child, it will be experimental in the sense of seeking to develop new
and ever finer teaching techniques, as well as closer relationships between child

and teacher, and between the teacher and the home. The religious education of the
child, during the few brief hours in the Sunday School, can only be instructional

and directional. The implementation of Judaism is a matter of daily living; and in
this the home is by far the most important single instrument.



It is urgent that you fill ocut the attached questiommaire and mail it to us, reserv-
date of September 9, to facilitate our preparations for serving those who
desire the experimental religious school project which has been outlined above,
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QUESTIONNAIRE
(Please fill out and mail)

1, We favor the sponsorship by the Council of an experimental Religious School

project this fall, Yes /[ 7/ No [/
2. We have _____ child(ren) who might attend such a Sunday School:
Name of Child Age Ever Attended Relig. School? School Grade
BRI B o/
RS W SRy
el A - T

3. We have friends or relatives, not necessarily Ccuneil members, who may be
interested in sending their children to such a school.

Name

Name
Address Address
4, I would like to assist in (underline) Teaching, dramaties, choral singing,

social and recreational activities, special holiday celebrations, administration,
religious school library, audiosvisual aids, transportation,
5. Twill /7 will not / / attend a meeting of parents with Rebbi Samuel H.

Baron to learn more about the school, The meeting will be held at the home of

Mr, Donald L, Michelstetter
3601 N, Hackett Avenue
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

on September 9, 1952 at 8:15 P.M,
Name
Address




A national

October 10, 1952

Dear Friend:

This is the first in a series of mailings designed to
inform you of the principles and program of the American
Council for Judaism.

The Council believes that Judaism is a religion - our
religion - based upon Prophetic teachings of universal
ethical value. We believe that our religion is distorted
and destroyed by efforts to convert it into a narrow
nationalism,

We urge for American Jews a constantly greater integration
into the social, political and cultural life of this country.

We oppose segregationalism and separatism.

We reject a fundamental tenet of modern political Zionism,
which claims the existence of a "Jewish" nationality, as well
as its corollary, that all Jews as a "nation" are living in
exile, or dispersion, until they have "returned" to the State
of Israel.

We, therefore, combat the constant efforts of Zionists to
indoetrinate our religious school students with "Jewish"

nationalism, and their insinuation of this doctrine into

other institutions of Jewish life.

The enclosure will take but a few moments of your reading
time, We hope you give it your careful attention.

Sincerely yours,

@LL@_—{

Clarence L. Coleman, Jr.
Regional Vice-President,

CLC:aa

. What is the (ouncil ?

mainteining on educotional program dedicoted 1o the universol tradition of Judaism ond the incracsing nafional, civic, cultural and

erganization
social integrotion of Americons of Jewish foith, The Council affirms thats “notionality ond religion ore separole ond distinet; our nationglity s American;
ovr religion is Judalsm; our homelond is the U, 5. A." Rejects the concep! that the State of lsroel is\"The National Homeland of the Jewish people”; maintains
that no Jew or group of Jews, including the spokesmen of lsroel. con represent oll Jews in Americo; hnd thot the nationalism of lsroel must be confined to its

own boundories.
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Regional Vice Presidents Cear GolTengue E
Horry F. Camp

""""'": % s one of the many Bablis who received our volume of Heligious School Textbook N
Chicage *  Analyses, and probably also last year's suggested Interim Curriculum, as well
ey as possibly other 'AC)] experimental teaching mds, you may wish to be breught T
Alex 1. Gelsenberger up to date on our religious education materials now available, The enclosed
mumwm Time reprint may also interest you. H
Baifimors

Honorary Vice Presidemts ur most recently completed text is an attractively mimeographed volume of
Robbi Abraham Cronbach Culdren’s Devotions--Selected from Various Sources, for all ages in school ANNIVERSARY

Sabbi wm,_ H. Fineshriber d at home, grouped under the themes: Dedication; What is Prayer? Prayers of
Phitodeiphia Adoration, Thanksgiving, and Petition; Praying for Help; Thank-You Prayers; C

Rabbi Semuel H. Goldenson Myrning and Evening Pravers; Prayers for Our Country and for Peace; Prayers

Robbi Morris 5. lazoron  f0T "Special Occasions; Holy Day Prayers; and God Eternal. We shall gladly let o

z;“:"um you have a copy for examination and for ay conment you may care to make, 1if

Dofios you will so indicate on the enclosed reply card, N

Rabbi David Marx

Robbi Irving F. Reichert  The Interia Curriculum, as explained in our Introduction, was not represented to F

Sca Freaciscs

Mex 8 €. Shoas be an sctual working curriculum. fowever, we have since prepared a 19521953

Saa Francins Provisional Curriculum, incluling o statement of general objectives and of
Executive Direclor speci fic objectives for each grade, as used in our Schools for Judaiss. [t accord-
| Eimer Barger ingly supplements the Textbook Analyses and supplants the Interim Curriculum.

You may have a copy on request,

Ye are in the process of writing--and issuing, cheoter by chapter--a book of
Stories About Judaism--with Subjects for Piscussion, for fith and Gth-grade
pupils. Dorothy E. Dobrow's Tell Me Why-<A Primer for Judaism, still in an
experimental edition, we hope soon to see published in improved book-fom.
Like evervthing else here mentioned, we liave had to put it through a mumber
of mimeographings to meet the demwand; lut youmay still have a copy if you
have not yet seen it, Other texts are in preparation or in the planning stage,
besides those which have already Dbeen published, SAN FRANCISCO

There will be no charge to you for single copies of the itens here offered and
now available. ‘*Additional copies may ordered at 3¢ each, to defray a M

part of the cost of production and mailing.

mOZmAm

1 = enclosing a revised review of Lenore (ohen’ s Bible Tales for Very Young A
Chi Ldr. 8s I and 11, These pages 37-38a are to replace pp. 37-3 in Y
your editién of our Textbook Analyses, unless you received yours rather recently,

| Sincerely, 7-10
LT S AADD oM 953

l\!bh: Samuel Halevi qu&
,&hglnus Director Hg?::CE
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March 6, 1953 E

N

In the past five months, the American Council for T
Judaism has demonstrated beyond any doubt that it is possible |
for parents to provide their children with a religious educ- i
ation without having them indoctrinated in Zionism and ANNIVERSARY
ite "Jewish" nationalist concepts.

Dear Members and Friends:

In Highland Park, Illinois, 140 children are en-
rolled in the School for Judalem. Westchester County in New
York also has its school. We in Milwaukes may be as proud,
as the parents of the children are enthusiastic, about our

As wo stated when weo first initiated the project:

"Our obJjectives are to demonstrate that Judaism as
a universal religion has depth and vision and appeal,
and that it possesses the indestructible quality of
self-perpetuation as a faith; to have the children
who attend our religious school understand what
Judaism really is; to introduce them to the histoxy
of Jews and Judaism, of ethical monotheism and the
universal God-concept as developed by our great
Prophets, The child will be taught a Judaism free
of "Jewlsh” nationalism and of Israelism, but with
a proper regard for his co-religionists wherever
they may be -~ whether in America, in Israel, or

mOZmommZ00

elsewhere. SAN FRANCISCO
"There need be no nationalistic accoutrements or M
trappings, no secular separatism or isolationism

of an allegedly unique "people"” to attract and A

hold a child to the faith of his fathers. The

spiritual and universal precepts of Judaism are Y

great enough and deep enough and so surpassingly
beautiful that the child who is educated in the
faith and eternal verities of Judaism will becoms
-- and remain -- a devoted and practicing Jew, and
will pass this faith on to those who follow him."

7-10
1953

THE PALACE
HOTEL

What is the Council?

A nationol orgonization molntaini nwmmnmnmmdMimMMIwnﬂnw.mme
integrotion of Amaericons of Jnm:' foith, The Council affirms that: “nationality ond religion are separaie and distinet; our nationality is American) our religion is

Mnatwhn*néllhu.&&”hlwlﬂnmuﬂﬂmmsmdlindk”ﬂom:‘_

land of the Jewish people”; maintains that no Jew or

group of Jews, including the mimo-dImd.mm-dcﬂlmhumwmmmlmlhudhmﬂ must be confined to ity own boundaries.
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In our initial prospectus, we indicated that the
Schools were an "experiment”. We were not anxious to involve
many children. Now the experiment has been proved successful
and we are in a position to investigate the possiblilities of
expansion for next year. In so doing, The American School for
Judaism will continue to rely on the active participation of
the parents of its enrolled children. Because its teaching
and other activities are in the hands of volunteers, the
School will be able to utilize the assistance of all who wish
to offer their services. The Highland Park School has proved
that wolunteer parents make excellent teachers even where
their religious training background was limited.

We are fortunate in having now a number of new texts
and other materials, including a curriculum, uate for
children from kindergarten to the ninth grade. (A limited
number of copies of the curriculum are available to interested
members and friends.) In addition, we may continue to count
on the assistance of Rabbl Elmer Berger and Rebbi Samuel H.
Baron and the Council's National Office.

If you share with us the principles enunciated above,
please fill out the attached questionnaire. TUpon the basis of
the replies to this gquestionmaire, we will determine the time
and place for a meeting at which the problems involved in the
building of a larger school can be adequately discussed.

Sincerely yours,

Jack Kahn, Chairman
Milwvaukee Chapter



DETACH AND MAIL THIS PAGE

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL FOR JUDAISM

MILWAUEEE
Officers: Administrative Board:
Morris EKaron, President Morris Earon
Mrs. Herbexrt Polachek, Vice-Pres. Mr. and Mrs. Alan L. Katz
Mrs. Richard Roskam, Sec.-Treas. Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Krasno
Mrs. Alan L. Katz, Chairman Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Lukatch
Educational Cte. Mrs. Herbert Polachek

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Roskam

IR R R EE SRR E SRR EE R R EE R E EE S S E R KRR
QUESTIONNAIRE

(Please fill out and mail)

l. We favor the enlargement of the American School for Judaism this fall.

[T Yes [T ¥o
2. We have ____ child(ren) who might attend such & Sunday School:
Neme of Child Age Ever Attended Relig. School? School Grade
Yes [ ] No [ ]
Yes [ ] No [ ]
Yes [ /7 %o [ ]

3. We have friends or relatives, not necessarily Council members, who may be
interested in sending their children to such a school.

Name Name

Address Address

L. I would like to assist in (underline) Teaching, dramatics, choral singing,

social and recreational activities, special holiday celebrations, administra-

tion, religious school library, audlo-visual aids.

5. I will /[ 7 will not / ] attend a meeting of parents with Rabbi Samuel H.

Baron to learn more about the school. The meeting will be held in Milwaukee

at a time and place to be announced.

Any comments or Name

suggestions?
Please Use Back Address
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March 23, 1953

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
4530 N. Murray Ave.,
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin

Dear Rabbi Friedman;

I attended services last Friday evening and was
pleased with your report on the snopo of Jewish
Chautauqua. It was well conceived and iall delivered.

Like every good sermon, it provided food for thought.
My principal reaction was that a highly basic change
in the curriculum of our Sunday Schools is essential.

It is generally conceeded that the goal of education
is a preparation for 1ife. Certainly & thorough
understanding of the answers to your ten guestions
should be included in that preparation.

I wonder how many graduates of our Religious Schools
could answer your ten guestions intelligently,
Investigation would be very revealing and, I think,
keenly disappointing. ¥You mentioned the fact that
most Jewish college students were groping for the
answeres.

I was confirmed at Temple Emanuel many Years ago.

¥y four children were confirmed there., I have had
an opportunity to follow the changes that have taken
place in Jewish education.

Formerly the Sunday School taught the beauties of
the Jewish religion exclusively -~ that provided

gufficient inspiration to occupy the all too few
hours they had the children under their tutelage.

Today instruction is more efficient and teachers are
better qualified. But I sincerely guestion whether
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graduates are as well prepared for life - in their
understending of their Jewish Heritage.

What formerly wes & school devoted entirely to
religion now dilutes its curriculum with politics,
foreign nationaliem etoc. Controversial issues have
replaced the beautiful non-controversial tenete of
Judaism, The resultant confusion in the mind of
the student leaves him stranded on & sea of doubt,
insecurity and bewilderment.

Much good would aamn‘tram the rebirth of a
currioculunm devoted aa&inait%ly to Jewish religion.
Kake a thorough ur of the anewer to your
ten - and other eimilar -qnnationn & fundamental
requisite. It could be accomplished in the time
now devoted to non-religious subjects.

With warm personal regards, I am,

8incerely vours,

4942 N. Woodburn Street
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin



Various newspapers have given full coverage to the addresses and reso=-
lutions delivered or adopted at the convention of the American Council for
Judaism at San Franecisco from May 7th through the 10th, There may be some
misunderstanding as to the strength and character of this organization, and
some credence may be lent to its charges against Zioniem, wild and irre-
sponsible though they are. It is therefore necessary to consider these
things as concisely as possible,

The American Council for Judaism is a aiall national orgenization,
comprising by its own statement some 15,000 persons. It was originally
organized to fight the crestion of a Jewish state. When that fight was
lost, instead of disbanding, it continued, It proclaims itself now as
devoted to combating Jewish "nationaliesm", espousing am exclusively "reli-
glous" interpretation of Jewish 1life. It is periodically engaged in attack=-
ing the religious text~books in use, in rewriting Jewish history, end in
striving to create materials in the pattern of its own ideas,

The Americen Council for Judalsm represents an exceedingly small
minority of American Jews. But we Jews cannot dismiss minorities solely
beczuse they are small. Important ideas are sometimes advenced by very
small groups. Our charge against the American Council for Judeism is not
chiefly on the score of its size. It is that it is a recelcitrant, irre-
concilable group, possessed by a2 poiant of view history has already exposed
and rejected; motivated not by idealism or religious fervor but by hatred
of Isrzel and Zionism;unscrupulous in its jugsling with words, citetioms,
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and beliefs. It is noteworthy that the American Council for Judaism has been
repudiated not only"-'by the Central Conference of American Rabbis, but also by
the Americesn Jewish Committee. It sails its obstinate course alons!

From the beginning the Council has been hammering away at the charge of
"dual allegiance", It returns to this again and sgein in diverse forums.
This it does in spite of the countless statements by Zionists, by responsible
state-officials in Isrzel, and in spite of indignant repudiation of its point
of view by non-Jewish statesmen here in America. The Presideat of the Council,
Mr. Lessing Rosenwald, revealed that his organization has submitted s memorandum
to the Department of State on April 8th of this year. This charges that Jews
are in & "quasi~legal" position. By which, presumebly it is meant that the
status of American Jews is not complete or whole as citizens. This is a serious
charge, — and one which no responsible orgenization would have had the
effrontery to make.

First, there is a reference to pessport difficulties. Jews camnot go
into Arab lands, and American passporis to Israel remind of this fact. It 18
unfortunate. It is one of the unfortunate facts that stem from the irrecon-
cilable attitude of Arab governments, their economic boycott, their unwilling-
ness to transform armistice into peace-agreements. But this is not the first
time Jews have suffered disabilities similar to this, Jews were not given
visas to Russia, -—- and President Taft abrogated a commercial treaty with
Tsarist Russia as a result. The fact is unquestioned. But the interpretation
is vicious in the extreme., The diminution of Jews' rights as citizens was
not by the United States, or in the United States, but in the latter case by
Russia, znd in the former by the Argb lands. Some day this t6o will be changed,
for peace is bound to come to the Middle East, But, for the present, right—
minded Jews, and right-minded Americans in general, will interpret this as
having a bearing on the policy of their country in regard to peace in that

part of the world; they will interpret it also as one of the preseant results
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of Israel's superb fight of self-derense in 1947-48, and its willingness,
beyond the bounds of possible praise, to teke in 750,000 Jews from lands of
peril and oppreesion, meny of them Arad lands,

That Jews may come into Israsel as of right is one of the central tenets
of Zionism, and, through 211 the economie difficulties its course has enteailed,
Israel has maintained this right, written it into its "Law of the Return,"
This is unique in history. It does not diminish nor meke doubtful the status
of any Americean citizen, Jewish or otherwise. One of the centrzsl rights of
men, however little it may be regarded in our fantastic time, is the right
of emigretion. MAmericans, remembering the story of the Puritans, of the
Huguenots, and even of the Catholic Cavaliers, ought to have mo difficulty
in understanding thie right. That this right is now reserved meinly for Jews
may offend the American Courcil for Judaism, but it is part of the necessities
of building up Israel, and also part of the historical necessity of a people
which, even in this day of so-called enlightenment, is excluded from zlmost
21l lands. Israel is not %o be in the end a "city of refuge". But for some
years of the immediate past, and perhaps during some years to cowe, it has
had and will have to be just this! DBut it must be clearly understood: o
American Jew yeed go to Isrsel, He must first meke up his mind that he yisheg
to leave America. This impairs in no wise his American citizeaship. It is
simply an opportunity given him outside his citizenship, of which he may
never aveil himself, To represent this as a diminution of status is a serious
distortion and misrepresentation.

None of the cases cited substentiate the charge thet Israsl, or Zionists,
are responsible for a "change of status conferred on Aperican Jews without
their permission®. (From the New York Times). Facts are taken out of cone
text, and utilized to defend a preconcéived point of view.

The whole technique of this organization, exhibited in many ways at this
session, is to use highly colored ﬁorﬁ.a. to beg the question by their employment,



- -4 -

Instead of a unigue and noble sdventure, one unprecedented in history, the
end-result of unparalleled heroism and pioneering intrepidity, instezd of a
young nation that hes aroused the generous admiration of all who have visited
it, Israzel becomes a vicious malefactor, a distorter of Jewish history, a
denier of the "universal" aspects of the Jewish tradition., All this can
arise only out of pathologiczl fixatioms,

Thus, the ex~provost of the University of California demands that Israel
"must ceaie to lure young Americang® from the United States. The fighting
word is "lureM] There is a world of difference between the emotional atmosphere
suggested by this word and that vhich sctually obtains, Isrzel invites those
young American-Jews who wish to go, who believe that they can live more
integrated Jewish lives there, or that they can give of themselves toward
the amazing and ingpiriting venture of the rebvirth of Israel. To one is
compelled, No one is "lured", There is mothing underhand, and there is
nothing counter to the whole spirit of America.

The land whose liberty was won by men who fought side by side with
Lafayette, with Kosciuszko, with von Steuben; the land that sent meny officers
and men to fight with San Martin end Bolivar in South America; the land that
has sent others to help wherever the csuse of human dignity end liberty were
imperiled, understands those, Jewvish and non—~Jewish, who rushed to Israel %o
help it on land, on the sea, and in the air, in 1947-48. It will elso under-
stand that group of young American-Jews who go to Israel with an idealism
that is unintelligible to the American Council for Judaism, at great personal
sacrifice, leaving & land "of milk and honey”, for one that is harsh and poor
for the present.

Dr. Deutsch is solicitous about the "Arab refugees", He demands that
they be resettled in "the new nation", by which he means Isrsel. This is not
the place to enter into the entire problem of the Arsb refugees: how and why

they left the country, and what should be done abocut them. This has already



been handled by a number of impartial commissions, from the UN, and also by
others of a non-official character. What is striking is that the solicitude
is, characteristicelly, for the Arab refugees, but not -- by & word — for
the Jewish refugees, who did not start a war, who were forced out in many
ceses by Arsb lands that refuse to care for their own brothers.

Dr, Deutsch also has the effrontery to ask that Isrsel "liberalize its
citizen.laws". The fact is that, under conditions that obtain after =2 war,
no country has treated & minority, sometimes hostile, with as much liberality,
politiczl and economic, as has Israel. And most recently it has been teking
steps to improve the status of ite Arsb citizens all along the line. All
these are no more than sticks these gentlemen grasp in desperation, the better
with which to beat Israel.

We cannot enter here into the effort of the Council to ereate religious
texts which shall emphasize the "universcl aspects of Judaism". No one opposes
this. On the contrary, examples of ethicel emd spiritual courage, the under—
standing and espousel of the "universal® principles of Judaism, are to be
found chiefly among the "nationalists", whom it is the pleasure of these men
and women to berate, The fallacy lies in a false antithesis, one which Judsism
has repudieted sgein and again in the course of its history. "Universalism"
is not diametrically opposed to "nationalism". They are twin poles of one
axis, the obverse and reverse of one reality, Judaism has oscillated between
them, according to need znd bent, But in essence it has slways regserded it-
self as a people with a message, embodied in a way of 1life. This unitary
concept, this record compounded of body and soul, of people and faith, of
realism end idealism, seem beyond the scope of mind of our friends., But they
are the essence of Judesism, as of the Jewish people.

The Council appears unable to distinguish between an "Americen Jewish
community” based on compulsion, and onme that might rest upon consent. XNot

ell humen associations are national, Not all result only from the power to
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tax or to coerce. This is, to say the least, a point of view unworthy of an
organization which asserts that it has a "epiritual" spproach. Certainly
the rights of minorities should be safeguarded, All of us recognize this as
part of the gpirit of America, and of all free institutions. But this should
not be interpreted as preventing a large mejority from speaking in its own
pame. Whoever dissents may express his dissent, have it recorded, or secede,
if he wishes. Nor does it signify that ome believes Jews to be a2 "secular
and separate group" to contend that Jews have a right to come together, to
discuss their affairs, to come when pogsible to united points of view and
united courses of action. There is no logiczl or human relation between the
right of any group to meet and consider, -~ @nd the contention that this is
"contrary to the Americen idea of society®, Even a religious fellowship has
under a democracy the "right of assembly”.

But it hes more than the right. It has the duty to find a2 way toward
matual counsel and unitary life, It is strilking thet the groups that oppose
the notion of an American Jewieh community are imvariably those that want
unfair rights as a minority, who wish their wvoice to be mistaken for that of
the majority, who wish to silence the majority so that outsiderswill not dbe
able to tell who is speaking. Why does not the same logic apply to the American
Council for Judaism or to others? By what right do they issue resolutions,
adopt violent points of view, for their "community". Consistency would require
them to be silent, 2nd let every individusl speak for himself,

The Council now states that it looks warmly upon the Jews of Isrzel,
because they are "members of our religious fellowship", Outside of the mis-
interpretation historically of this "religious fellowship", to which we have
already zdvocrted, this rings somevhat coldly. None of these "religious"
Jews would be in Isrsel, if it were not for the "mationalism", which the
Council deplorcs, Many of them would be dead or, languishing elsewhere, The

real essense of cud.ism, drotherhood, love of one's neighbor, fealty to the
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cause of Israel, straining towsrd soclal justice, the attainment of the same
freedom for which our fathers fled from Egypt, —— these are in Isrzel and
not in the "religious fellowship” of the blind and the wayward.

One of the more emusing phrasges in this record is that ascribed to one
of the vice-presidents of the Comncil, who proclaims that the Americen Jewish
commmity "reeks with the authoritarianism of medievel times", This will
indeed be news to those who know something of the multiform divisions,
religious, philanthropic, communal, that divide the Americen Jewish community.
The phrase, and the comparison, are so extreme as to be a superb exposure
of the frame of mind out of which they issus.

And finally the high-priest of this grouwp, its executive-director,

Rabbl Elmer Berger, indulges in wild statements end wild accusations, which
strive, in the midst of this ritusl, to outdo its mogt intemperate sgealots.

Zioniets are trying "to isolate the Department of State from the .
Eigenhower Administration", He compares this with the iniguifous attempt
of British Zionists (during the time of the Macdonald White Paper, and the
British blockade of Palestine) "to isolate the Britieh Foreign Office". He
issues the ominous statement that Americans know "there sre more states in
the Middle East than Isreel”, He accuses the Zionists of tactics not
"vastly different" from those "employed by one Joe McCarthy”. This pseudo-
ominous nonsense is quite typical of the political maturity of this group.

That President after President of the United States, Senator after
Senator, — men not te be intimidated by Zionists or by Rosenwald or Berger —-
have understood Zionism and Isrsel; that they agree with the statement of
Robert Cecil that after the First World War there were only two permznent
gains, - the League of Nations and the proposzl to regenerate Israel; that
American policy ie fully cognizant of the relative position of the Arad states
and of Israel and of our own (Americean) interests vis-a-vis all of them; that
there is a profound rapprochement, if not identity, of American with Israeli



interests in the liddle East in its painfully slow and hesitant progress
toward democracy and justice; that Israzel is at one with the American dream,
as & refuge for the harassed and oppressed, as a citadel of liberty, as an
outpost of economic and political progress; that Israel stands even closer
than formerly to America by reason of the withdrawal of Russian diplomatic
relations with it, and by reason of the temporizing, equivocal attitude of
the Arab states: all this does not enter into the consciousness of this
group or of its political "experts”. All is darkness. All is machination
and subversion. Zionists cannot act except out of divided motives. Every
act is scrutinigzed, every word weighed, not by a balanced mind, but by those
seeking wildly for sdditional material for a prejudice adopted and never
subjected to examination or review.

Such a group is a phenomenon. It is not without precedents in Jewish
history, The story of a beleaguered people, ome living for the sake of a
special and "different™ faith, must include such men and women. They are
a function of its hard way, a corollary of its difficult thesis. Forfumately,
history scorns them. They belong to the eddies of the stream of life. They
are among those vho, like Mephistopheles in Goethe's Faust, "stets verneint',
who Pperpetually deny'. But life does not move by denial, It deals summarily
with those who develop e protective armor that impedes their freedom of move—
ment, who congezl into atavism.

There is 1ittle hope of chenging them. The answer is in their eventual
disappearance. Opposition, however loftily phrased, however clad in "univer-
salism”, cannot long endure against the warm, vital ereatiun of Israel and
its citizens,

What does need to be done, which I have attempted swiftly in this state—
ment, is to prevent these distortions, misrepresentations, from poisoning

other minds, Jewish or non—-Jewish,

I
May 15, 1953



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

. TerLeproNE MUsray Hor 2-1160 . NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

December 22, 19563

To the Local Committess
of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCILj§

There is no doubt that the American Council for Judelsm, desplte
its small membership (16,000 out of over & million Jews in the United
States) is, by its virulent ectivity in meny eress, continuing to becloud
the issues respecting Israel., Inveriably, it takes an anti-Isreel
position and promotes the propagenda of Arab spokesmen in the U.S. It
falls into eagy alliance with the American Friends of the Middle Eest
and other pro—Arab forces.

We are enclosing background notes om the ACJ for your information
and use. It is important that you watch ¢losely its activities in your
community and report to us on them, In partlieular, it is necessary
that thelr use of the media of publie cpinion -=- press, radio, TV, the
lecture platform, university groups, ete, -— be noted and counteracted
without encouraging them through public debate and forums,

Our task remeing a positive one. Te cannot, however, permit the
ACT to go unanswered when it attascks, and unrestrained when it seeks to
expand its activities. The enclosed notes cen be used as a guide for
speakers, for letters to the editor, for information to be placed in the
hands of all molders of public opinion. e depend upon you to make good
use of this material and keep us informed, Additional copies are
available,

Cordially yours,

ot (ea gyn_—
Rabki] Jerome Unger

JUILK Executive Dirsctor
ENGC.

CONSTITUENT OBRGANIZATIONS

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America * Hapoel Hamizrachi * Labor Zionist Organization of Ameries-Poale Zion
* Mizrachi Organization of America * Progressive Zionist League—Hashomer Hatzair * United Zionist Labor Party (Achdut
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Avodah-Poale Zion) * Zionist Organization of America * Zionists-Revisionists of America



The Americen Council for Judaism,with a total membership of 15,000, claims
to represent a substantial portion of American Jewry, which numbers over five
millions, As is well known, it hes s2lweys been strongly opposed to Zionism,
and since the emergence of the Btate of Israel has consistently endeavored to
persuade the American Government and American citizens generally not to show
any "favoritism" to Israel., During the past few months its spokesmen have
repeatedly published statements of one kind or another to the effect that as
Anmericans they are opposed to sacrificing the "friemdship" of the Arsb states
through giving any help to Israel, which is just another "foreign country,"
from their point of view.

In summing up its functions, the Council has publicly outlined these goals
for itself:

"1. Keeping Judzism a religiona.

2. Being completely American in every way — a2t home, with friends,

on the job, in the voting booth, as individuals, not as members
of 2 special 'Jewich! community or 'Jewish'people.

3. Alveys remembering thet our mationzlity is Americen, our religion
Judaism, our only homeland the U,S.A.

4, Keeping the nationalism of Israel outside the institutions of
American Jews.

5., CGiving a helping hand to Jews in trouble anywhere in the world =
including people in the State of Israel.

6. Reminding the public in general that no Jew or group of Jews can
speek for 2ll the Jews of America.!

This is what the Council says.

In reality, however, whenever a concrete gquestion has arisen of z2id to
Israel in zny form vhateoever, whether moral or meterizl, the Comncil —
despite the fifth item in its general statement given above — has invarisbly

been =gainst Israel.
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Under the pretense of being "objective" it has leaned 21l the way over
backwards in supporting each and every one of the opponents of Israel in any
given situation, It has been uniformly ageinst the aid extended to Isrzsl by
our Government, and it has uniformly taken the side of the Arab states, whose
governments make no bones ebout intending the destruction of Israel by any
means whatever at their disposzl.

Despite the Council's pretense that it is "gplely" American, it took a
very strong negative stand when the Jews of Israel, having proclaimed an
indspendent state of their own, were fighting for their lives against the
invading armies of five Arsb states.

At the time when the policy of the United States Govermment ditself, and
of the great majority of Christian American citizens, waes to support the infant
state, the American Council for Judaiem condemned it categorically.

If the Americen Coumeil for Judeism were sincere in its detachment from
Jewish problems outside of America, it would have expressed no opinion whatso-
ever., Indeed, the question should never have arigsen, If the Jews represented
in the American Council for Judeism are interested exclusively in conducting
their own version of Judaism solely from the point of view of their own well=-
being a8 American citizens, why should it have any attitude at all towards the
actions either of other Jews abroad, or of those American Jews who disagree
with the Council?

The fact is that the American Council for Judaism has been dispensing
large sums of money, employing the services of numerous agents and representatives,
and in general lobbying as hard as it can — gzainst Israel.

It is well known that 1t is practicelly impossible for an American Jew
to obtain a visa, on sn American passport, from any of the Arab states, though,
of course, ordinary American passports of Christian Americans are honored by

them.,
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The American Council for Judaiem is naturally well awere of this, but
instead of blaming the Arab states for their windictiveness with respect to
Israel, the American Council for Judalsm tekes the stand that Israel is to blame
for everything merely by virtue of having come into existence.

In short, its pretense of "American" objectivity has been contradicted in
action on every single occasion by its ungualified support for all measures to
the disadvantage of Israel.

The latest example of this took place this past November, when the State
Department cut off economic aid to Israel for continmuing with the vitally needed
Jordan hydro-electric project.

Every sirgle Jewish orgenization in the country —— with the exception of
the American Council for Judaism —— insisted publicly that aid to Isrsel be

resumed at once.

Among non-Zionist orgenizations supporting this wiew were the following:

Ametrican Jewish Committee; American Jewish Congress;

B'nal B'rith and Anti-Defamation League; Council of Jewish

Federations =and Welfare funds; Jewish Commuuity Relations

Council; Jewish Labor Committee; Jewish War Veterans;

National Council of Jewish Women; Union of American Hebrew

Congregations; Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations;

United Synagogue of America; Workmen's Circle.

These organizations, together with Zionist orgasnizations, represent the
totality of organized American Jewry.

It is important to remember this since the chief claim on the attention of
the American public made by the Americen Council for Judaism is that "Zionism"
does not express the point of view of the bulk of the American Jews. The
Council claims that since there are gnly 750,000 enrolled Zionmists in the country,

consequently they represent only a minority of American Jewry.
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It is enough to point sut that the American Council for Judaism itself
does not even pretend to have more than 15,000 memders, and that Jewish support
for Israel — both Zionist and non-Zionist =~ is manifested not merely by the
actual membership of Zionist organizations, but dy the overwhelming response
to requests for aid to Isrzel.

In the case referred to zbove, for instance, the American Council for
Judaism conzrstulated the Secretary of State on October 28 for his suspension
of aid to Israel. A significant sentencs, taken verbatim from the telegram,
is as follows: "Ae Americans of Jewish faith, we are particularly eager to
have you know that the Zionist pressure groups acting as special pleaders for
Israel do not represent all American Jews."

The degree to which the American Council for Judaism may be said to

"represent" American Jewry 1s clear from the above.

American Zionist Council
December, 1963
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To: lembers of the Central Confaerence of American Rabbis

From: Rabbi Sarmel Halevi Baron, A.7.J. Religious Director

Subject: Inquiries Regarding the Placement of Rabbis and
Directors of Religious Sducation

MEMORANDUE

Dear Colleague;

During the past year or so, the Council has received a number
of imquiries from presidents and board members of congregations
seeking spiritual leaders and educational dirsctors who are
dedicated to classical American Reform Judaism. We have only
too often not Ynown whom to suggsst or who might be interested.

At the moment, we know of several congregations which are actively
seeking the services of a Rabbi, and of major congregations which
desire a director of religious education. These latter openings
are rather attractive positions and would provide an interesting
chzllenge for the Rabbi or layman who qualifies.

Please do not think for one moment that T would have the temerity
to be a party to any usurpation of the function or jurisdiction
of our Conference's excellent Advisory Placement Comaittee, in
whose indivicual and colleetive davotion, conscientiousness, and
impartiality I have the greatest confidencs. In view of the
current official stands of the C.C.,A.R. and U..L.H.C., howevsr,
the Council's adherence to the principles of classical American
Reform Judaism, as expressed in the Pittsburgh Platform, has led
like-minded congregational leaders to look to us for help.

RABB! DAVID LEFKOWITZ
e Accordingly, the Council will be pleased to be of any aid and
Atlanta serviee, upon request, in bringing such congregational leaders
RARS! IRVING F. REICHERT together with interested Rabbis and religious educators. TWie
e shall therefore be glad to hear, informally and confidentially,
San Francisco from men who desire to make known their interest in participating
Eocetin. Dissctor in such discussions with a Temple representative. It is not
ELMER BERGER necessary for an interested Rabbi or educational director to be
a member of the Council; but we should naturally like to have a
clear indication of his views, so that interested congregations
may have an accurate understanding of his devotion to classical
American Reform Judaism.
What is the (?mmf‘?
A national organizotion maintoining an ed dedicated to the universal tradition of Judaism and the national, civic, cultural and social

mmdmmdjuummamm:mnmmnzmmh-mwudmmmmkmm aur religion is

Judoism; our homoland is the U. 5. A."”” Rejects the concept that the Stafe
group of Jows, including the spokesmen of lsrael, con represent cll Jews in America; and that the nafionalism of Israsl must be confined to its own

Israel is “The National Homeland of the Jewish people”; mainfoins thot no Jew or
boundaries.
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THE INDIANA JEWISH CHRONICLE .
January 15, 1954

A NEW SCHOOL FOR NEFORM JUDAISM

A small but influential group of members of the Indianapolis Hebrew Con—
gregation who are dissatisfied with the present curriculum of its religious
school, have expressed a desire to organize a school of their own to teach the
beliefs of the American Council for Judaism,

When this was presented before the Temple board it was overwhelmingly
rejected. Most of the directors disepproved of two schools operating under
one roof and whereby thelr rabbl would have no part in its direction.

Summed up what does the feud amount to? First, this group is opposed to
the present curriculum endorsed by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations
because it finds that it is "too Jewish."

Second, the Union curriculum considers Jews as a People and teaches loyalty
for Israel, This is distasteful to the diesenters decause they believe that
Jews are a "Religlous group" not a People and are opposed to the philosophy of
"Jewish Nationaliem,"

The activities of the anti-Zionist American Council for Judzism have been
strongly denounced by the NCRAC, the B'nai B'rith and other leading Jewish
organizationa for the confucion they have caused in the minds of the American
public and the damage they have dope to our people. Their vicious statements
which have unjustly charged American Jews whe have given aid to Israel, with
dual loyalty, have become ammunition for Arsb propagandists and the hate peddlers
of our country.

The supporters of the new school, knowing of the odium attached to the
American Council for Judaiem, want it to bPe known that they are not members of
it. But speaking frankly, once you accept and teach its philosophies, becoming
a member is the next logical step. In such a case, the school becomes a
"Trojan Horse."

The Council wants a watered down version of Judaiem. Their new textbooks
leave out important aspects of Jewish life and history. They want to cut them—
selves off from the past and by so doing, fail to realize that they are destroying
their future.

The Council recommends the use of the Unitarian Religious Bchool text
books published by the Beacon Press. This may be fine for Uniterians but they
have no place in the Jewlish religious school unless we want to teach our children
to be Unitarians.

The sponsors of the new school have asked the use of the facilities of the
Jewish Education Association who have referred the matter to its parent body,
the Jewish Federation. At a recent meeting of the Federation Board, it was
referred back to the JEA with a recommendation thet it grant such request.

The JEA Board will meet on January 24 to further consider the matter.

What are the issues involved!
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First, the dissenters have a right to organize their own school if they
are dissatisfied with the present ome. If they want less religion for their
children or a different type, that is their American prerogative. If they
would rent a place that is no wey supported by the entire Jewish community,
then the matter would be simply resolved. But when they ask for the use of
a building that is a subsidiary of the Jewlsh Federation, then that is quite
another thing.

A large part of the Federation budget goes for Israel causes. If it gave
official recognition to an anti-Israel group, then the Federation places itself
in the anomalous position of destroying the very things for which it stands.

To permit the use of the JEA which is strongly grounded in Jewish tradition,

where the teachim of Mm h mandatory, to an orgenization which gives lip
) ' 3 of Hebrew, it is the height of incon=-

sistency and conpmmiaea such institution.

We feel that the community by and large, hes no sympathy with the activities
of the American Council for Judaiem, snd would frown upon any gesture which
would give it any recognition or encoursgement here,

We earnestly hope that nmothing will be dome to dlsrupt the fine spirit of
unity in the community that we have so long en,_ioyat_l.




0 FEDERATED THEOLOGICAL FACULTY

Y University ef Chicage
Chicago 37, Illinois

January 26, 1954

Mr. Gerald Blar

. American Council for Judsism

201 East B EE
New York 22, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Blank:

I have received your letter of January 14, together with various pamphlets
and statements explaining the position and work of the American Council for
Judeism, '

I am a Christien who has been an outspoken friend and supporter of the
Zionist movement. I rejoice with Israel, the international community of faith,
at the establishment of Iesrael, the political State. I do not believe that the
American loyalty of a Jew is compromised by the existence of the State of Israel,
nor do I believe that it destroys the universality of the faith he professes. 1
realize, with most of my Jewish friends, that it is not always easy to mske clear
the distinction between Judaiem as a universal faith, and Israel as a political
state, But it 1s impossible for me to conclude therefrom that either one or the
other i1s illegitimate. As a Protestant Christian, and an American, I stand for
a pluralistic approach to American 1life and culture. I fear any encroachment
toward a monolithic cultural structure in American society. Jews and Catholics
bring to our common scene patterns of life and culture inspired by a religious
tradition and heritege which can be emriching for ell of us, and help to ensure
variety and freedom. The relation between feith and culture is always open to
a variety of interpretations, but I can see little point to a faith which does
not exsrt some very emphatic and distinctive cultural influences.

I would view with dismay any attempt to aseimilete Judeism so readily to &
secular American pattern of life that could no longer exercise a eritical cultural
influence.

I am not at all persuaded that yesur council ie rendering either Judaism or
America a positive semice. I rather fear that you are an embarrassment to Judaism
that comes at an unpropitious time, I am also afraid lest you "sell short" and
fail to appreciate as you should, the great civilizing and critical function which
is the historic mission and heritage of Israel.

Cordially yours,
(Signed) J. Coert Rylaarsdam

HOTE: Dr, J. Coert Rylaarsdam is a member af the Dutch Reform Church, Ee studied
at the New Brunswiok Theoleogicsl Seminary where he later was Prafessor of
01d Testament. He received his PH.D, in 0ld Testament Theology at the
Divinity School of the University of Chicage and has been Associate
Professor of Old Testament Theology at the Federated Theological Faculty
of the University of Chicago eince 1945, He was a Near East Missionary
and an instructor at the Americen School for Boys in Basra, Irag from
1931 to 1935,



CONSULATE OF ISRAEL

938 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE e Yo oy
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS
WHITEHALL 3.0265
March 26, 195k
Ref: 76/8497

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
2h19 East Kenwood Blvd,
Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin

Dear Herb:

Thanks for your note of March 23rd, 1954, The
facts are as follows:

The original pamphlet was sent out with a cover-
ing letter from the Cpuncil for Judaism and was
received by one of thiir members in New York who
turmed it over to our people, The pamphlet as
such does not bear the stamp of the Council, a
fact they very cleverily avoided,

I am afraid this is all the information I have
at the present time,

You will remember that during my visit in January
we discussed a certain effort which should be made
and I wonder how far jyou have progressed,

Kindest regards to you and your wife,

Nahum Astar,
Bice Consul



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE . TererpHoNE MUrnay Himr 2-1160 = NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

/’\/\J | ¥O. 32-C
April 7, 1954

To the Local Committees
of the AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL:

ALERT: TRAVELING AGANDISTS

The Rev. Joseph P. Connell, S, J., Dean of Baghdad College, Iraq,
is now on tour in this country under the auspices of the American
Friends of the Middle East, appearing before student and faculty bodies,
civic, church, and internationsl study groups in Texas, Louisiana,
Missouri, Minnesota, Illinois, Massachusetts, Washington, D. C.,
Pennsylvania, and New York,

Although the subject of Father Connell's talk is "Cultural History
of Iraq," it is most likely that he will deal with current problems.
In this connection he should be asked about present treatment of Jews
in Iraq and the detention of Isreeli citizens by the Iragi government
without ¢rial., Father Connell should be asked for his resction to the
recent statement of the Iraqi Premier that Jews still living in Irag
are a source of danger to the country and how he reconciles this with

freedom of religion in Iraq. ®..

The continuing close connection between the AFME end the American
Council for Judsism is now confirmed by the frequent appearance of Miss
Dorothy Thompson at meetings under ACJ auspices. She is speaking under
the auspices of the Richmond, Virginia Chapter of ACJS on April 13. We
should appreciate any information regarding other appearances before
ACJ chapters.

Please keep in close touch with us about touring Arab propagandists.
Reports on their sppearances are valuable. Information in advance, how—
ever, is even more important.

Sincerely yours,

" A
JU:LD Rabbi/ Jerome Unger
Executive Director

= CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of Ameriea * Hapoel Hamizrachi * Labor Ziomist Organisation of AmericaPoals Zien
* Misrachi Organization of America * Progressive Zionist Leagne—Hashomer Hatzair * United Zionist Lsbor Party (Achdmt
D Avodsh-Poale Zion) * Zionist Organization of Ameriea + Zionists-Revisionists of America




{4 Pilgrim Congregational Church

2327 N. 52nd Street Milwaukee 10, Wisconsin

REV. PauL Gia RussD, MINISTER

ArrIL 8, 1954

My DEAR HERBERT,

HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT YOU ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS. ONCE | EVEN DREAMED ABOUT
You. | DON'T MIND YOUR PENETRATING INTO MY CONSCIOUS MIND, BUT YOU CER=
TAINLY DON'T HAVE TO GET DOWN INTO THE UNCONSCIOUS REALM.

READ THE NEWSPAPER REPORT OF Rag8| BERNSTEIN'S ADDRESS CONCERNING MCCARTHY=
1M AND ZIONISMe |T WAS PRETTY STRONG LANGUAGE AND CERTAINLY VERY PARTISAN,.
| HAVE USED SIMILAR LANGUAGE MANY TIMES BUT | THINK, AS | GET OLDER, THAT
SOME OF US ARE JUST AS POWERFUL IN OUR OWN "ANTIS™ AS OTHERS ARE. SURELY

IN A DEMOCRATIC GROUP, UNDERGIRDED BY FAITH AND 600D WILL, ALL POINTS OF
VIEW SHOULD BE ABLE TO BE PRESENTED AND ULTIMATELY CLARIFIED TO COMMON AD=
VANTAGE «

| PERSONALLY DOUBT WHETHER ANYONE COULD GET ME TO GIVE TOO MucH ON Mc—
CArRTHYISM. NOW THAT HE IS UNDER PRESSURE HE WILL MAKE ONE MISTAKE AFTER
ANOTHER. THAT "JUACKAL IMAGE" THAT ME THREW AT MURROW THE OTHER NIGHT IS
SIMPLY AN UNCONSCIOUS IMAGE ON HIS OWN PART REVEAL ING HOW HE FELT AT THE
MOMENT. | PREDICT THAT WITHIN A PERIOD OF 18 MONTHS, IF NOT SOONER, HE WILL
BE IN ABSOLUTE DISGRACE.

| CONFESS, HOWEVER, THAT | DO NOT HOLD SIMILAR VIEwWS ABOUT ZionisM, |
THOUGHT YOU DID A MAGNIFICENT JOB THE EVENING | HEARD YOU, AND | AGREED WITH
YOUR UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR IMAGES, BUT | DISAGREED THAT PARTICULARISM
NEEDS TO BE NATIONALESTIC AT ANY TIMEs FOR MANY THE MOST SIGNIFICANT VES=
SEL AND AGENCY OF THE HEBREW HERITAGE HAS BEEN THE CONGREGATION AND THE
FREE SYNAGOGUE. THE MOMENT YOU BECOME POLITICAL, OR HIGHLY CENTRALIZED,

OR HIGHLY INSTITUTIONALZED, OR GREATLY TEMPLIZED, THEN YOU ARE SIMPLY
FALLING INTO ANCIENT PITSe IT 1S JUST A QUESTION OF TIME THAT HEBREW
NATIONALISM WILL SUFFER THE SAME CONSEQUENCES OF PREVIOUS NATIONALISMS.

FRANZ WERFEL ONCE 5A1D,; "THE HEBREW CANNOT ESCAPE HIS DESTINY. WHENEVER HE
TRIES HE WILL ONLY END IN CGREATER AGONY." THE ETERNAL PROBLEM 1S THE PROPER
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE JEW AND GENTILE. HAVE YOU EVER SOLVED IT? AND PLEASE
DO NOT MISTAKE THE GENTILE TO B8E A CHRISTIAN, BECAUSE HE ISN'T. |IT 1s ALSO

THE BASIS PROBLEM OF THE CHRISTIAN TO FACE HIS PROPER RELATIONSHIP TO THE

JEW AND THE GENTILE.

Do YOU NOT THINK THAT A MAN LIKE JACK KAHN SHOULD BE ENTITLED TO COME TO YOU
AND SAY THAT THERE ARE SOME IDEAS ABOUT THESE THINGS THAT SOME OF US POSSESS
THAT ARE A LITTLE DIFFERENT THAN YOURS? DO YOU NOT FEEL THAT WE MIGHT EX=

PRESS THEM AND DISCUSS THEM AND ACQUIRE SOME COMMON FEELING AND COMMON



THE RIGHT WHICH YOU CLAIM WE Ml ALL POSSESS IN COMMON? |IT IS THIS

Pace #2

RESOLUTION? WHAT wouLD You SAY TO Jack Kaun? WouLD YOU DENY TO HIM
PRECISELY THAT DISTURBS JACK xm uonz 'nut ANYTHING ELSE.

PERSONALLY, | DON'T THINK THAT az HAVE ANYTHING TO BE AFRAID OF. THE
BEST TRUTH WILL ALWAYS OUT WHEN MEN PROCEED IN GOOD WILL.

TAKE 1T EASY, OLD KID. Ewnvoy 17,

AMERICAN ]EWISH
ARCHIVES
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