DOMINION OF CANADA

ANNUAL REPORT

Oor THR

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FOR THE

YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER,

183834,

Printed by Order of Parliament,

OTTAWA:
PRINTED BY MACDEAN, ROGER & CO., WELLINGTON STREET.
1885,






INDEX.

Report of the Buperintendent-General of Indian Affairs.
With special Appendix thereto, being Progress Reports from Indian Reserve Commissioner,
P. O'Reilly, from Tth June to 17th December, 1884...... sosentses [ORS.
PART 1.
REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS AND AGENTS.
ONTARIO.

Grand River S8uperintendency—J. T. Gilkison, Visiting Superintendent and Commissioner.

Walpole Island Agency—Alex. McKelvey, Agent......coees cevune se0ose 000000 srones snsnes
Western Supenntsndency, 1st Division—A. English, Agent.......... .
do do 2nd do Thomas Gordon, Agent ........c.cceuen oo sesaseses anunns sacess
do do 3rd do John Beattie [ 1 R, teee 1ossesse- soser mases
Northern do 1st do Jas. C. Phipps, Visiting Superintendent ....cec.. ......
do do 2nd do Thos. S. Walton, M.D do cosensrsss sess
do do 8&d do Wm. Van Abbott, Indian Lands Agent.....cecet eeeer
do do 4th do J. P. Donnelly, Agent .cec.ceiees cveenecneansaneses senenrens
Golden Lake Agency—James Paul, Agent e esesrens
Tyendinaga do Matthew Hill do .........
Simcoe do J. R. Btevenson do ......
Oape Croker do (No report) owing to the death of the Agent, Mr. Wm. Bull.....ceee
Saugeen do John Oreighton, Agent cevseseorernansans
Alawick do John Thackeray do ......
Rice and Mud Lake do Edwin Harris do seressansess sossenssassese
Rama do (No report) owing to the death of the Agent, Wm. McPhee. .........
Penestanguishene do H. H. Thompson, Agente..cccisseneersans .
Scugog do G. B. McDermot do  ..ccer. werveeiiiecessersn nsess sunesene asssnsorses
Mount Elgin Industrial Institution—Report on—Rev. W. W. S8heppard, Principal........ oo seese
Mobhawk Institution—Report on—R. Ashton, Principal......ccc.iccee seriunreinnnne o sesessans snasesnnnes

* 6esseetstsocces seooes

Wikwemikong Industrial School—Report on—Rev. A. Baudin, Director........
Shingwauk and Wawanosh Homes—Special Report on—Rev. E. F. Wilson, Principal. ....ceeee

Quxsrc.

Oaughnawaga AZEncY—(INO F€POTt).ccicserrercavess ossee s sarersans seriss susscnss sessse sosses snsssssonnss sessnn
8t. Régis do John Davideon, AgeDt.......... ceceesees vvssersvencs sesnes sonsesvsnres sesesvone
Viger do (No report)—A. P. LeBel, Agent ......... .

8t. Francis do H. Vassal A0 eeeeninnrniiins senes aie e cnnnes esressvanns
Lake 8t. John do L. B. Otis L N
Maria do Rev. J. Gagné, Ptre. Q0 oevrecetnteoeeeeees sasssssesesnsusns sssses
Restigouche do Rev. O. Drapeau, Ptre. [ [ eeense
River Desert do Ohas. Logue do cesentcssirenenssureste naess sasees sossruses

Jeunne Lorette do Rev. G. Giroux, Ptre., Ilmonsry. ....... sesensessen sssans sesses ssbe
North Shore River $t. Lawrence Superintendency—L. F. Boucher, Superintendent.......coce0
North Bhore Indians—Report on—F. H. O’Brien, Stipendiary Magistrate ......... reesssrenaennasese

Paan

Ixviii

S P DA OA S WP

8388323!&!

=
S



PAGER
NBw BRUNSWIOK.

North-Eastern Superintendency—Charles Sargeant, Visiting Superintendent....... .ccccovse weeee 38
South-Western do 1st Division—(No report) . seneene
do do 2nd do Moses Oralg, Agent....c..ccceeiceessese ceesnsss senner

Nova Booria.

District No. 1 a—George Wells, AZONL.cccccees cocveecsnresenrsacesnogoss seessastn sancens cosnsssee sonses
do 1 5—F. McDormand QO ceerrereninein corneniesecs sorsnnnnnsaates seoses sasereres ssases seeses
do 2 —J. E. Beckwith [ 1 PO .
do 3-4—Rev. F. J. Butler [+ U Y, . cesasenes wores
do 5 —(NO report) .ccesee crvvees weenn
do 6 a— do Jas. Gass, Agent ....... o eesresee Lissiess tesssent vasses O ueserssssses sesene
do 68 5—D. H. Muir, M.D. do  .eeemeen terteserssne ssssssenn menrena ue

veee

42

do 7 —A.T. Clarke, M.D. do R 43
do = 8 —Rev.R. McDonald Q0 creeerneecisesiennns sesinens ceeeeane e vessneonense sasees suses 43
44

45

45

do 9 --Rev. J. J. Chisholm 80 cerevenniiinet nnee 2
do 10 —Rev.John McDougall do ...cccceeninieiiiieiiienenen
do 11 —Rev. D. Mclsaac do
do 12 —Rev. R. Grant do

sesee

ee800 000rse s0esersaceee senvat sonans

sese sanene

do 13 —Rev. M. McKenzie QO ceeiervennnueniiiees snrer i caessneiisne sorensasenet sesen 46
Prince Epwarp IsLAND.
J. O. Arsenault, Indian Superin‘tendent ....... [ eetenrirene sasans cnerne Seeteses eirseseeasaes iaaes saver 46

MaN1TOBA AND THE NORTH-WRST TARRITORIBS.

Reports of the Indian Commissionsr for Manitoba, Keewatin and the North-West Territories, the
various Indian Agents, and the Inspectors of Agencies and Farms:
E. Dewdney, Indian Commissioner for Manitoba, Keewatin and the North-West Territories..156-164
Francis Ogletree, Agent, Treaty No. l.....ccecere.wn.
A. M. Muckle do do Liverer crvernennaniossinannees cessenannncs sesses sannes susens sesnasese 53
H. Martineau do do 2ueeeees
R. J. N. Pither do do
George McPheraon do do
John Mclntyre do do
Lt.-Col. A. McDonald do do L

[}
63
64
66

L. W. Herchmer do do Bi vt eeireeirenntenes - ceet seeennses cocnnsest ceeee seesen sesens 67
Joseph Reader do do Buvuens crrerions sorues sensesessseas suesns svsnvaras suseeesenes snsnes TL
A. Mackay do do Bureunes tomeiirees srvrenserenens seenenese arsnntas sesrenaen sssennen 4
J. A. Macrae do do 8...... e eesssren sesescse sesssne @ reeosesssrnnnne teine tesesensnns

J. M. Rae " do do 8....... RN
Thos. F. Quinn, Acting Sub-Agent, Treaty No. 6 ...
W. Anderson, Agent do Burerr cerrntsicinscnneeiinies caees cesssnieciieneanensesen. L
W. Pocklington, Acting Agent do PPN 87
Magnus Begg do do | ST teeere cisesseesseeeesantne sasese tessnnes seersses 90
T. P. Wadsworth, Inspector Indian Agencies and Farms in North-West Terrltonel, 'l‘rentxes

4) BANA Tt iieer crrriciieieiint e etie sosreeestsannet s eanens sesserens sassasens srsas seees sannes sessen sesssne. I1=13T
E. McColl, Inspector of Indlan Agencies a.nd Fs.rms in Manitoba, Treatles 1, 2 3andb. ..... 128

8
84
88
36



" — S

Buitisn CoLUMBIA.

Lt.-Ool. I. W. Powel], Indian Saperintendent............ ... sosen sssnona sessenian aes voranens vess rnanenn .
Cowichan Agency—W. H. Lomas, Agent..
West Ooast do  Harry Gaillod [+ [ QP
Kwawkeweth do  Geo. Blenkinsop do
Lower Fraser do  P. McTiernan do
Williams’ Lake do ~ W. L. Meason [+ 1 R, . [

TABULAR STATEMENTS.

No. 1—8howing the number of acres of Indian Lands sold during the year ended 30th June,
1884, the total amount of Purchase Money, and quantity of surveyed surrendered
Indian Lands remaining angold at that date.......cccccvecescessen cosversen conesscasoss socnseess
No. 2—Agricultaral and Industrial Statistic..cceueuicrs cosnenes
No. 3—8chool Statistics ..... ...... o sovves
NO. 4—0ensus ReLUINS ccovecet ieretaensse conse toves tesssnne . soervmsass s s00ssse nesess sosseens saseeases cosve- .
Statement showing quantities of Gmin nd Boou sown and harvested on Indian Reserves,
&c., in Manitoba and the North-West....ce.ccceeeessucerenes venes oo o cenen soevos ausse. srowas sasees seseesess
Statement showing the number of Indians in the North-West Territories and their where.
abouts on the 31st December, 1884....... 000 100ssesses 20ess serte seeesesst Soassrest mesess et seses seessesss
Memorandum of sums which have been returned to Oonsolidated Fund, as Casnal Revenue,
during the year ended 30th June, 1884...... ..... eosess senses ss seoerenes
Statement showing the number of families in each Band, who have raised crops in 1884,

Treaty 4.cceu.ce0 eeeess tasnnt tenees see0es snases s0e areses seare se0ses ssssvese

200000 000000 20 00PE 100000 s0as0n vosse

PAGR

117
91
99

11

103
105

168
168
170
183
192
205
181

204



1

PAGR
PART 1L
A. 1. Officers and Employés at Headquarters ...... ..ccceeee seees ceveeeees cesaneses .2
A. 2 do do Outposts ..eees-eeeneses aee tnesrenees ons o sodeensecsee 4

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.
B. Analyzed Balance Sheets of [ndian Fund, with Subsidiary Statements, 1 to 85..... vo s 18

1. Batchewana Indians.
2. Chippewas of Beausoleil.
3. Chippewas of Nawash.
4. Chippewas of Rama.
6. Obippewas of Saroia.
6. Chippewas of Saugeen.
7. Chippewas of Snake Island.
8. Chippewas of Thames
9. Chippewas of Walpole Island.
10, Fort William Band.
11. French River Indians.
12. Garden River Indians.
13. Henvy's Inlet Indians,
14. Lake Nipissing Indians.
15. Manitoulin Island Indinns (unceded).
16, Meganattewan Indianas.
17. Mississaguas of Alnwick.
18. Mississagaas of Credit

19. Mississaguas of Rice and Mud Lakes.

20. Mississaguas of Scugog.
21. Mohawks of Bay of Quinté.
22. Moravians of Thames.

23. Munseea of Thames.

24. Qjibbewas and (*ttawas of Manitoulin Island:

28. Ojibbewas of Lake Huron.

26. Ojibbewas of Lake Superior.

27. O)ibbewas of Mississagua River.

28, Oneidas of Thames.

29. Parry Island Indians.

30. Pottawattamies of Walpole Island.

81. Serpent River Indians.

832. Bix Nations of Grand River.

83. Bhawanaga (ndians.

0. 1. Nova i
2. New Brunswick ..........
3. Prince Edward Island .
4. British Columbisa .......

BCOtiAuere corne. aen seseseses necrests wovsreses

Spanich River Indians.

. Thessalon River Indians.
. Tootoomenai and Band.
. Whitefieh River Indians.

Wyandotts of Anderdon.

Abenakis of 8t. Francis.

Abenakis of Becancour

Amalacites of Isle Verte and Viger.
Golden Lake Indians.

Hurons of Lorette.

. Iroquois of Caughnawaga.

. Iroguois of ¥t. Régis.

. Lake 8St. John Indians.

. Lake of Two Mountains Indians.

. Nippissingues, &c., of Upper Uttawe.

River Desert [ndisns.
Indians of British Columbia.

- Indians of Manitobsand the North-West: Texrri-

tories

. Indians of Nova Scotia.

Indians of New Brunswiock.
Tobique Indians. .
Indians of Prince Edward I:land.

. Glench, J. B.
. Maiville, Nancy.

Manace, James.

. Wabbuck, William,

. Province of Quebec, Indian Fund.
. Indian Land Management Fund.
. Suspense Account.

. Indian School Fund.

. Survey Account.

. Superannuation Account.

Statements of Expenditure.

B. General Account—Indians of Manitoba and the North-West, with Statements A to Q.

Annuities under Treaties.

Tools.

Oattle.

Seed Grain.
Ammunition and Twine.

Supplies for destitute Indians.
Olothing.
Schools.
Surveys.
Farm Wages.
Farm Maintenance.
%ioux. 18

eneral Expenses. &
OCommissioner’s Honli’gind Office.
Industrial Schools.

ONOZEFR--HOERTOEs

Provisions for use during Annuity Payments.

Agricultural Implements, furnished under Treaties.



REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FOR THE

YEAR ENDED 31sr DECEMBER, 1884,

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFPAIRS,
OtrAWA, 1st January, 1884.

To His Excellency the Most Honourable the Marquess of Lansdowne, Governor General
of Canada, &c., de, &c.

May 1T PLEAsE Your ExcELLENOY,—

I have the honor to submit the Report of this Department for the year 1884.

Although Indian matters have on the whole maintained their mormal satisfao-
tory condition during the year, yet at two or three points there has not been wanting
cause for anxiety. But happily the measures adopted to meet the emergency at
each of these places proved effectusl, exeepting at Metlahkahtla, on the north-west
coast of the Province of British Columbia, where the troubles which resulted from
dissentions between rival missionaries and their adherents, which were referred to
in my last Arnual Report, still continue to exist.

Measures have, however, been recently taken by the Provincial Government
which, I trust, will result in the re-establishment of law aud order on that coast.
The other points at which the condition of matters looked at one time somewhat
perilous, were at the Crooked Lakes Reserve, which lies to the south-west of Qu'Ap-
pelle, in the distriot of Assiniboia and on a reserve on Battle River, near Battleford,
in the District of Saskatchewan. At the former place trouble arose in consequence |
of a change made in the manner of issuing the rations, which had been for some
time previously delivered in bulk to the chief and headmen, to distribute to the other
members of the band. As, however, it was found that the aged Indians received but
a comparatively small share of the supplies, the younger, though better able to pro-
vide for themselves, receiving the larger quantity, the farm instructor was directed
to make an equal distribution. This caused discontent among the young men, which
culminated in some of them violeatly assaulting the instructor and helping themselves
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to the supplies. A force of North-West Mounted Police, under the command of Col.
Herchmer, was dispatched from Regina to the spot, and although the Indians, who
were well armed with Winchester rifles, were greatly excited and used very threaten-
ing language, the police succeeded, without bloodshed, in taking the ringleaders to Re-
gina as prisoners;, The latter were subsequently tried and pleaded guilty, but the
magistrate directed their release, on the understanding that they should come up for
sentence whenever called upon to do 8o, and that should they be guilty of any
further breaches of the law they would also be punished for this offence. The
disturbance at Battle River was occasioned by the refusal of the farming instructor
to give an able bodied Indian provisions unless he worked for them. The
instructor’s refusal was in accord with the general requirements of the De-
partment, The Indian, upon being refused, assaulted the instructor. A
“sun dance” was in progress at the time, and as is usual at these celebrations,
a large concourse of Indians had assembled, to whom the Indian who had been
refused the supplies was not slow in making his complaint. Many of the
young men sympathised with the complainant, and proceeded to act in such an
unruly manner that an application was made to the officer commanding the North-
West Mounted Police at Battleford for assistance to quell the disturbance. Major
Crozier, with & number of his command, repaired to the spot, and succeeded, though
not without considerable trouble, in arresting with his own hand the offender, who
was brought to Battleford, tried, and imprisoned for a brief period. It is noteworthy
that, although much provocation was given by the Indians, not a shot was fired by
the police. Too much praise cannot be accorded to Col. Herchmer and Major
Crozier and the men under them for the manner in which they acted on the two
trying occasions above referred to, displaying, as they did, much intrepidity and
great forbearance,

It is satisfactory to be able to report that the Indians who, as stated in my
report of last year, were induced to remove north from the country bordering on the
boundary line between Canada and the United States, have settled upon reserves, and
are now making fair progress in farming—with the exception of Big Bear and his
band, who delay their selection of a reserve, and who as they roam about the country
and visit the reserves of other bands, endeavoring to instil disaffection among them,
are & cause of considerable anxiety. Up to the present time, however, their efforts
to induce the Cree Indians generally to increase their demands from the Government
have been futile. I am glad to be able to report that Chief Pi-a-pot, who was also a
disturbing element in the portion of the Territories where his reserve is situated, viz.,
the” District of Assiniboia, has at length settled upon a reserve of his own selection,
with which he expresses entire satisfaction, and he declares his intention of rivalling
in agriculture the oldest settled bands in the Territories. I regret to have to
report that various exceptional climatic causes, added to indifferent husbandry,
greatly injured the crops on the reserves in the northern parts of the Territories.
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Upon being advised of this fact, I directed that measures should be taken to
prevent consequent suffering among the Indiane. Supplementary contracts have
accordingly been made with inhabitants of the territories for the supply of additional
-quantities of flour, as they may be required at the various points. I also authorized
the purchase of an aditional quantity of ammunition and twine, in order that the
Indians might be able to supply themselves and families with fish and game during
the winter.

In the District of Alberta the crops were more successful, the roots being parti-
cularly fine and abundant.

Notwithstanding the drawback of a dry season, there has been considerable
work done by the Indians on the reserves. The new arrangement under which the
instructors supervise the Indians while they work in their own fields, instead of
working on model farms to serve as examples to them, is found to be productive of
much better results.

Adverting to the improvement, intellectually, of the Indians of the North-West
Territories, 1 am pleased to be able to inform your Excellency that the industrial
schools at Battleford, Qu’Appelle and High River, which were referred to in my Re-
port of last year, as then in contemplation, have been since established, and are now
in operation. That at Battleford commenced its work quite early in the year, under
the Rev. Thos. Clarke as principal; and the institutions at Qu'Appelle and High
River at a later date, under the control, the former of the Rev. Mr. Huguenard, and
the latter of the Rev. Mr. Lacombe. Trades have not as yet been introduced among
the attainments to be required by the pupils; but it is hoped that during the ensu-
ing year the progress of the children will admit of the same being done. The
original proposal was that these inatitutions should be devoted exclusively to the
education of Indian boys; but it would be a proper subject for the consideration of
Parliament at its ensning Session, whether a sufficient amount should not be voted to
admit of the buildings being enlarged, and a staft of female teachers employed for the
education and industrial training of Indian girls ; the same being, in my opinion, of as
much importance as a faotor in the civilization and advancement of the Indian race,
ds the education of the male portion of the community. The appreciation in which
the Indians hold this effort of the Government to improve their intellectual and
industrial condition, is shown by the fact, that at the institution at Battleford,
little or no difficulty was experinced in obtaining pupils; and for that at High River,
more boys were offered than could be accommodated. It would, in my opinion, be
advisable to establish two industrial institutions in the Manitoba Superintendency, in
order to afford the rising generation of Saulteaux, Swampy Cfee, and Cree Indians
of the districts embraced in that superintendency similar advantages to those granted
the Cree and Blackfoot Indians of the North-West Territories.

The sanitary condition of the Indians throughout the Territories has, on tho

whole, been satisfactory. There were no diseases of an epidemic character, with the
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exception of measles and diphtheria, which prevailed to an alarming extent last win-
ter in the band of Chief Pi-a-pot, on thie reserve then occupied by those Indians, near
Indian Head. A number of them fell victims to diphtheria; and the Indians at-
tributing the origin of the disease to local climatic influences, fled from the reserve,
after having set fire to their houses, They then proceeded to hold a ¢ sun dance ” in the
vioinity of Qu'Appelle, to the terror of the white settlers. A requisition was made
on the Commissioner of the North-West Mounted Police, and a force was despatched
to the place. The Assistant Indian Commissioner for the North-West Territories
also accompanied it, and the Indians were induced without much trouble to retruce
their steps. As they, however, persisted in their objection to retain the reserve,
they were permitted to select another tract of land, upon which they immediately
settled.

The Indian Reserve Commission for British Columbia resumed in the Spring
its work in the field ; the same having been temporarily suspended, as stated in my
last Annual Report, owing to the illness of the Commissioner, P. O'Reilly, Esq.
The scene of its operations during the year was the Kootenay district, which
lies immediately west of the Rocky Mountains, in the south-east part of the Pro-
vince, Mr, O'Reilly has reported his return to Victoria, after having assigned
lands for reserves to the Indians of the district.

Indian affairs in Manitoba, Keewatin and in the older Provinces of the Domin-
ion have. moved on in very much the same groove as heretofore. Demands from
some of the bands for improved agricultural machinery, such as threshing, reaping
and mowing machines, the formation of agricultural societies and the holding of
exhibitions, afford pleasing evidence of progress and enterprise on their part. The erec-
tionat the expense of the funds, at their credit, of more commodious school houses, the
repair or improvement of the old buildings, and the supplying of modern school far-
niture, books and materials for the better education of their children, afford proof of
increased interest in the important matter of education, In this last respect, how-
ever, there still is much room for improvement, Schools for the higher education
of Indian youth should be established in the Provinces of Quebec, New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia, in which the brightest and most promising pupils of the day
schools might be trained in industrial pursuits, the knowledge of which would enable
them eventually to rise in the social scale to an equality with the white artizan
or husbandman, The interesting reports, published as appendices to this report,
from the Prinoipals of several institutions of this kind which are in operation in
the Province of Ontario, furnish pleasing evidence of the happy results of such
training to the Indidn youths who have completed their course in them; and that
the Indians appreciate such advantages is proved by the large number of applicants
for admission to the more central institutions, already exceeding the capacity of the
buildings to accommodate them. The progress of Indian children at day schools,
however efficiently conducted such institutions may be, is very greatly hampered
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and injuriously affected by the associations of their home life, and by the frequency
of their absence, and the indifference of their parents to the regular attendance of
their children at such schools. Industrial schools, at which the children not only
are educated, instructed in industries, fed and clothed, but in which they are also
severed during the school term from all conrection with home life, are obviously pre-
feraple, as in them the obstructions to education, complained of in the case of day
schools, do not exist.

The Indians of the Province of Quebec and of the Maritime Provinces certainly
merit more liberal treatment in the matter of education than they have hitherto
received at the hands of the Government; and unless improved methods for
educating and training the children are adopted, but little hope for the intellectual
enlightenment or social elevation of the Indians of those Provinces need be enter-
tained. I would suggest, that in order to give practical effect to the above ideas,
two schools of the industrial type, with accommodation for at least eighty pupils in
each, should be established in the Province of Quebec; and one of such institutions in
each of the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, that into either of the
latter institutions, Indian children from Prince Edward Island be also admitted; the
number of schools to be hereafter increased, should the success of those first estab-
lished justify such augmentation.

I shall now narrate, for Your Excellency's information, the various matters of
interest that have transpired ia connection with Indian affairs in ths several Pro-
vinces during the past year; and as last year’s report contained a full description
of each reserve, and gave statistios of the property owned, improvements made and
crops raised by each tribe or band of Indians, I consider that it will be unnecessary
to give information of & similar character in this report, as it would vary but slightly
from that previously furnished. ‘

ONTARIO.

The Six Nation Indians, whose reserve is situated on the Grand River, in the
Counties of Brant and Haldimand, are increasing in numbers and in prosperity.
Many of their farms are well cultivated, and the products of the soil and of the dairy
exhibited at their annual agricultural exhibitions command the admiration of all
persons who attend them. Their exhibition of this year was remarkably successful ;
and the Six Nations combined with it the Centennial celebration of the grant made
to thewn, by the Crown, of the tract of land of which their reserve forms a part, in
recognition of their loyalty and valor, as praetically proved on numerous occasions
on the field of battle, in defence of the British flag, The exhibition was well
attended, and addresses commendatory of the fealty and prowess of their ancestors,
and of the progress made by the present genzration in civilization, wore delivered
by members of the Senate and of the House of Commons, and by other distinguished
persons,
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The quantity of new land broken by these Indians daring the year amounted to
nearly six hundred acres, They have an excellent school system on the reserve;
and the institutions are efficiently conducted, but the attendance is not as numerous
or as regular as it should be. The Mohawk Industrial Institute, which is under the
control of the New England Company, which bears also the entire expense of its man-
agement, continues to keep up its character as a model institution, turning out
annually young men and women fitted to take their places among the industrial
classes as mechanics,

The Mississagna Band, who occupy a tract of six thousand acres within the Six
Nation reserve, maintain their reputation as an enterprising and industrious people.
They, like the Six Nation, are increasing in numbers,

The Chippewas of Sarnia and of Kettle Point and Rividre aux Sables, whose
reserves are situated in the County of Lambton, have been greatly encouraged by
having had better crops than was the case the previous year.

Their neighbors and kinsmen on Walpole Island had also excellent crops. The
agent to those Indians gives a most satisfactory report of their progress, the com-
fortable condition of most of their families, and the general sobriety of the band. The
Pottawatami band, who are also settled upon Walpole Island, though comparatively
fow in number, are in all respeots deserving of as much commendation as the Chip-
pewas. The Indians of Walpole Island increased the area of cultivable land on the
reserve by breaking up abont eighty acres of new land,during the year. The five
schools on the reserves in the County of Lambton and on Walpole Island have
been conducted, for the most part, with success during the past year.

The Chippewa, Muncey and Oneida Bands, whose reserves are situated on the
River Thames, in the County of Middlesex, have made fair progress. A large propor-
tion of the caltivated land of the Chippewa and Muncey Indians was, however, flooded
in August, 1883; and an early frost occurring in the previous moath of July, the
Indians suffered considerable loss, owing to the partial destruction of their crops.
The three bands last referred to added one hundred and three acres of new land to
the cultivable area on their reserves. The schools on these reserves have continued
in operation during the year; but serious complaint is made of the small and irregular
attendance at the schools on the Chippewa and Muncey Reserves.

Many of the Wyandott Indians of the County of Essex, who were enfranchised in
the year 1881, as stated in my report for that year, having served the term of pro-
bation required under the provisions of section 106 of the Indian Aect of 1880, and
having by their exemplary good conduct and management of property proved that
tli_ey were qualified to receive their shares of the capital fund at the credit of the
band, were paid the same by Order of Your Excellency in Council.

The Mount Elgin Industrial Institution, which occupies a site upon the Chippews
Reserve above referred to, continues its good work of educating and training Indian



boys and girls in industrial habits and ocoupations, Extensive repairs and additions
to the buildings are in progress, which, when finished, will make the accommodation
at the institute very complete.

The Oneida Band erected a new building to serve as a council hall and as a lodge
room for the Good Templars and Orange societies. It is described as a very credit-
ab le structure of two stories in height.

The band, commonly called the Moravians of the Thames, whose reserve is
situated in the Township of Orford, in the Coun,y of Kent, stimulated by the success
which has attended their agricultural exhibitions, which were only begun in the
year 1852, are reported by the local agent to have put forth fresh zeal in the
cultivation of their land. The exhibits at their last fair were both numerous and
excellent in quality.

The quantity of land newly broken on the reserve was thirty-five acres. The
erection, in the year 1783, of a new school building, at the expense of the band, as
described in my report ot last year, has had the happy result-which I then expressed
the hope might ensue,—of arousing fresh interest in the minds of the Indians in
educational matters: their children are sent more regularly to school, and they are
improving in their studies.

The two Mississagua Bands, who occupy reserves on Riee and Mud Lakes, in
the County of Northumberland, are more addicted to fishing, trapping fur-bearing ani-
mals, and to the chase, than to farming. Evidence, however, of improvement in the
latter industry on the part of some few of these Indians is not wanting.

They added to tho quantity of land capable of being cultivated by breakinrg up
ten acres of new land during the year.

The New England Company has a mission on each of these reserves, and its
officers have done much to assist the Indians.

The rchools are woll managed.

I am pleased to be able to report a marked improvement in the moral tone of
the Mississagua Band, whose reserve lies in the Township of Alnwiok, in the County
of Northumberland. The Agent states that the use by these Indians of intoxicants
has greatly diminished. This improved condition of matters has been brought about
by the vigorous prosecution of persons for selling liquor to the Indians, and by the
trial, conviction and committal to prison of several Indians for drunkenness. Asa
happy result of the suppression of this evil, there is an improvement in the domestic
habits of the Indians, and in their physical health. The school on this reserve has
continued its operations during the year. The Mohawk Band, who reside upon a
reserve on the Bay of Quinté, in the County of Hastings, are increasing in number,
and the local agent reports that they are making steady progress in agriculture, and
are, consequontly, in comfortable circumstances. They added to their land under
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cultivation twenty acres, The four schools in operation on this reserve are not all
as efficiently conducted as might be desired; changes in the teachers may, conse-
quently, have to be made. A large proportion of the land on this reserve has been
under lease for many years, to white tenants. The leases which will then have
endured for five years, will expire in February, and these lands will then be leased
for the longer term of ten years, The reason for lengthening the term of the lease-
hold consists in the fact that it was found that a tenant under & five years’ lease had
not sufficient time to perform, without loss to himself, all the conditions of the lease
a8 to improvement, and that, therefore, they remain, in most instances, unfulfilled,
which results in injury to the premises and consequeut loss to the Indians.

The Chippewa Band, whose reserve is situated on Georgina and Snake Islands,
in Lake Simeoe, are reported to be improving in their manner of farming, and are
also inoreasing the value of their personal property by the erection of new buildings.

That they are not indifferent to the importance of educational facilities being
furnished their children is shown by the band having had a very commodious
building erected, during the year, at their own expense, for school purposes, at a
cost of about $600, and the pupils in attendanoe are reported to be making excellent
progress in their studies, The greater number of the band reside on Georgina Island,
and a sub-division by survey of the same into lots of fifty acres each, has been ordered
at the request of the band. This is a step in the right direction, and its having been
assented to by the band is an indication of progress in intelligence, which, it is much
to be regretted, is not observable in more of the Indian bands, by some of whom,
although better things might fairly be expected from them, upon being urged by the
officers of the Department to allow the sub-division of their launds into lots to be made,
that thus each locatee might know the bounds of his habitation, objection was made
to the same being done, throngh alleged apprehension that taxes might be imposed
on them in the changed condition of matters, or that they might be defrauded of
their lands, or for other flimsy reasons,

The vacancy occasioned by the decease of Mr."Wm. McPhee, the efficient local
agent to the Chippewa Band, whose reserve lies in the Township of Rama, in the
County of Ontario, which occurred in the month of September last, was filled by the
appointment, in October, by Your Excellency in Council, of Mr. Duncan McPhee, the
son of the former agent, that gentleman having proved himself to be well qualified
for the position during his father’s protracted illness, when he acted for the latter.
This band continues to maintain its character for eobriety and industry. Itis
regretted, that in consequence of the death of the previous incumbent, and the interval
that elapsed between that event and the appointment of his successor, no arnual
report or tabular statistical statement in respect to this band has been received, I
am, therefore, unable, on this occasion, to furnish Your Excellency with any detailed
information in respect to these Indians.
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I regret to have also to report the death, during the year, of Mr. William Ball,
Indian Agent at Cape Croker, in the County ot Bruce, to the Chippewa Band at that
point. Like Mr. McPhee, whose death I have previously referred to, Mr. Bull was a
most efficient agent, and the Department therefore suffered a serious loss by his
death, which was the result of an accident which befell him while doing some work
on the agency premises, and in consequence of which he ultimately bled to death,
having cut an artery in one of his arms. '

As in the case of the Rama Band, and for a similar reason, I am precluded from
supplying as full information in respect to the Cape Croker Indians as would be
desirable. I may, however, inform Your Excellency that the Department is in
frequent communication with the secretary of the council of the band, who is a half-
breed, and a very intelligent man, and it is therefore kept fully advised of all matters
of importance affecting the band; and I am consequently able to state that the con-
dition of affairs on the reserve is as satisfactory as can be expected in the absence ot
an agent.

The three schools are kept up, and they are periodically inspected by the Inspector
of Public Schools for the county.

)

The Chippewa Band, whose reserve adjoins the Town of Southampton, in the
Conanty of Bruce, experienced a disaster last year in the partial destruction, by frost,
of their crops. The revenue derived from their fisheries was also less, by over
$1,000.00, than it was the previous yei;r. The agent, however, reports that in other
industries these Indians have been more successful than in previous years, Their
schools are, on the whole, conducted with a fair measure of success.

It is stated by the agent, in his annual report, that the larger proportion of the
band are well behaved, and temperate in their habits, This is certainly an improve-
ment in the condition of matters on this reserve, as described in my last annual
report.

The Chippewa Band, who reside on the Christian Islands, which are situated in
the south-western waters of the Georgian Bay, increased the quantity of cultivated
land during the past year by breaking up seventeen acres of new land. The past
year’s crop probably turned out well, as at the date of the local agent’s report the
prospect that such would be the case was favorable. The previous year's crop of corn
wae, however, greatly curtailed, owing to an early frost having blighted it; and asa
consequence, these Indians endured considerable privation during the winter.

The effective measures adopted last year by the Department of Marine and Fish-
eries, for the protection from intrusion by other fishermen on the fisheries held by
this band, under license from that Department, gratified the Indians exceedingly;
and these efforts have been attended with the satisfuctory result of an unusually
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large catch of fish by the Indians. The agent reports that it is a rare thing to see
an Indian of this band under the influnence of intoxicating liquor.

The school on the reserve is well reported of.

The small Algonquin Band, whose reserve is situated upon Golden Lake, in the
County of Renfrew, received with much gratification the location tickets for their
individual holdings on the reserve, which, in my last Annual Report, I had the
honor of informing Your Excellency were then in course of preparation, and these
Indians promise to now take a greater interest in farming. They increased the area
of cultivated land on the reserve by breaking up eight acres of virgin soil.

The Iroquois Band who, as stated in my report of last year, removed from the
Lake of Two Mountains, to occupy a reserve in the Township of Gibson, express
themselves as being prosperous, and contented; and the Superintendent reports
that comfort and plenty seem on every hand to prevail. They added fifty
acres during the year to their cleared land, and their prosperous condition, as
described in the report published herewith, from Dr. Walton, should certainly act as
an inducement to the residue of the band to remove from the sterile land on which
they continue to reside, at the Lake of Two Mountains, to this most favorable location
and thus ensure for themselves and their posterity forever a share in this most
valuable property. A good school is in operation >n the reserve, baut the building
in which it is at present held being incommodious, will shortly be replaced by a new
structure, which is at present in course of erection.

The Chippewa Band, whose reserve oconsists of Parry Island, which is sitnated
in the Georgian Bay, opposite to Parry Sound, are for the most part an industrious
community. The demand for labor, occasioned by the extensive lumbering business
oarried on in the district, affords these Indians a good field for obtaining lucrative
employment, Agrionlture is likewise followed to a considerable extent by them.
They have augmented their cultivable land by the addition of 5 acres.of newly
broken land. The two schools on the reserve continue to prosper.

The Chippewa Band, who reside on a reserve at Shawanega, in the Parry Sound
Distriot, devote much of their time to fishing. They also avail themselves of the
labor obtained from the lambering industry of the locality, to provide themselves with
additional means of subsistence. They likewise pursue the tillage of the soil to some
extent. There is & school in operation on this reserve, which is doing fairly well.
New buildings for the school and the teacher’s residence were recently erected, at the
expense of the band.

The Chippewa Band who occupy a reserve on Henvy Inlet, which is an estuary
of the Georgian Bay, have a most unsuitable tract for agriculture; nevertheless,
they show commendable enterprise in making the best they can of their position, and
they are agitating the adoption of the guasi municipal organization, which Indian
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Communities are permitted, under the provisions of the Statutes regulating Indian
affairs, to institute. Their principal means of subsistence are derived from labor in
the lumber yards. The school on this reserve is conducted very efficiently.

The French River Band of Chippewas, commonly known as ¢ Dokis’ Band,”
own a valuable reserve on French River, in the Parry Sound District. They do not,
however, reside upon it, but occupy a part of the reserve ot the Lake Nipissing
Indians, which is situated on that lake. The most of them are traders, and carry
on, more especially the chief, Dokis, who is quite a wealthy man, a considerable
business with other Indians, in bartering goods with the latter for furs. They pay
little or no attention to agriculture, and have no schools for their children.

The Lake Nipissing Band, above mentioned, are also Chippewas, and possess a
fine traot; nevertheless, they cultivate but little land, devoting their energies to
working for lumber merchants, and on the construction of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. The passage of the last mentioned road through the reserve, and the rapid
growth of the village of Sturgeon Falls, which is situated in close proximity to it,
has acted prejudicially, from a moral standpoint, to these Indians ; much drunkenness
being now reported to prevail among them, which was not at all the case previous to
the construction of the railroad. The Department, however, has adopted measures
to suppress the liguor traffic, a detective having been appointed to discover the vio-
laters of the law, and bring them to justice. Already, several parties have been
convicted and severely punished. Itis hoped that a school will shortly be established
on the reserve, The Chippewas of Lake Temogamingue are & nomadic band. They
were not represented when the treaty of 1830 was concluded with the Chippewa
Indians of Lake Huron, and were consequently overlooked; nor was it until quite
recently that they made this known to the Department. Enquiry having been inati-
tuted and their claim to share in the privileges of the treaty clearly established, they
were included in the pay-list of annuitants under that treaty ; and no provision hav-
ing been made therein for land to be allotte.l to them as a reserve, a surveyor was
last spring despatched to the spot to arrange the land matter with them. This, I
believe, has been done; but the surveyor’s report has not as yet reached the Depart-
ment. The Naishcoutiong Reserve and the Chippewa Band who occupy it, complete
the Indian cercle of the Parry Sound District. It is a small reserve of sterile land,
and the band, like the other Indians of the district, support themselves principally
by working for lumbermen.

The large Indian population on Manitoulin Island, in Lake Huron, is mainly of
Chippewa origin. There are a fow Ottawas interspersed among them. I regret o
have to report the almost total destruction, by an early and severe frost, of the crops.
of these Indians, Many of them were consequently reduced to great straits during
last winter. By making timely advances to them from the interest money at their
credit, the Department prevented much suffering. Many of the Indians were also
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supplied from the same source with seeds to plant in the spring. Some of the
Indians, moreover, obtained employment during the winter with lumbermen, and in
the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and were thus able to alleviate
their wants, Indeed, these Indians generally, are availing themselves more of the
opportunities for obtaining profitable employment afforded them in the labor
market, and they are much in request, and are greatly appreciated by their em-
ployers,

They complain bitterly of the diminuition of their catch of fish, which is the
result of the numerous pound nets set by white fishermen in the vicinity.

The bridge constructed at the joint expense of the Indians of the ceded portion
of the island, and of the Government of Ontario, which waa referred to in my last
Annual Report, was completed during the year. It affords a ready means of com-
munication between the two islands, and is therefore a great convenience to the
white settlers on both of them.

Seven Indian schools are in operation on Manitoulin Island, two of which at
Wikwemikong, are of the industrial type, and have proved most successful in train-
ing Indian boys and girls in occupations calculated to make them useful members of
society. The institutions are, however, much in need of an additional subsidy, and
the question of granting it is one worthy of the consideration of Parliament. The
Indians on Manitoulin Island, discouraged, apparently, by the loss of their crops
last year, only broke up twenty additional acres of new land in the spring of this
year. This, when compared with the quanity of new land broken by them the
previous year, namely, three hundred acres, shows certainly a great falling off.

The various Chippewa Bands, whose reserves are situated on the north shore of
Lake Huron, and who are severally described in my report of last year, being for the
most part nomadic in their habits, raise little or no crop. A few of the members
of different bands, however, reside permanently on the reserves, and for the
children of these, as well as of their wandering brethren, when they return to
the reserves from the interior, as it is their custom to do for a few months every
summer, schools are kept open on the reserves at Whitefish River, Whitefish Lake,
Mississagua and Serpent Rivers. The two Chippewa Bands who reside upon a
reserve on Garden River, in the District of Algoma, experienced a disaster similar
to that which befel the Indians of Manitoulin Island, in the destruction of the
greater part of their crops, They had, therefore, to seek the means of subsistence
in other lines of industry. The Department also allowed them to cut small timber on
. .the reserve, under license of the Indian Agent, and to sell the same, in order that they
might in this way procure the necessaries of life. The closs proximity of this
reserve to the United States renders the obtaining by them of spirituouns liquor with
- impunity a matter of easy accomplishment. "This is found to be tgo much the oase
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with many Indian bands that occupy reserves near the boundary line between the two
countries. There are two schools in operation on the reserve on Garden River ; but
they are reported to be very sparcely attended, the parents evincing the usual Indian
indifference as to vegularity of attendance on the part of their children. There is
little doubt, however, that much of the success of a school in this respect, as well as
in others, depends upon the efforts of the teacher, and the interest shown by him or
her in the progress and regular attendance of the pupils. These Indians added,
during the year, twenty-two acres of newly broken soil to the area of cultivable land
on the reserve.

The Chippewas of Lake Superior, whose reserves are described in my Ilast
Annual Report, are stated to be increasing in prosperity, which is in some measure
attributable to the augmentation in value, as the country becomes more thickly
populated, of fish, of which these Indians catch large numbers, Their crops were
likewise very successful. These Indians, or as many of them as are willing to work,
can also readily obtain employment at remunerative wages.

Upon each of these reserves a building for school purposes was erected several
years since, in consequence of representations made to the Department, that
teachers would be sent by the Roman Catholic Church to conduct the schools, as soon
as the buildings should be completed. With the exception of two reserves, how-
ever, the Indians are still without teachers, although the buildings have been ready
for two or three years, and the Department has expressed its willingness to contri-
bute towards the salaries of the teachers when appointed. The schools that have
been established are making satisfactory progress. One of them combines in its
management a female orphanage. In this district, as elsewhere, when railway con-
struction is conducted in propinquity to Indian reserves, the traffic in intoxicants
has greatly increased, which, as is usually the case, has resuvlted in the demoralization
of the Indians. The Department has, however, adopted measures to suppress the
evil, constables having been stationed at the points where it most prevails.

QUEBEC.

The Algonquin and Téte de Boule Indians, who occupy a reserve on the River
Desert, in the Township of Maniwaki, in the County of Ottawa, are described by
their agent as being contented and prosperous. Some of them evince considerable
aptitude for agriculture. They also obtain employment from lumber men, and are
highly appreciated as workmen by their employers. The crops of cereals and roots
on this reserve were quite abundant, and the hay crop exceeded the average return
of that product by fifty per cent. These Indianas have added thirty acres of newly
broken soil to the cultivable land on the reserve. The school continued in operation
during the year, but the attendance is complained of a8 having been very irregalar.

The work done by these Indians during the past season, and in previous years,
upon the roads which traverse the reserve, has brought them into excellent condi-
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tion. The appointment of a resident Stipendiary Magistrate for the locality, and of
a constable on the reserve, will, it is confidently expected, result most beneficially
for the Indians, as the machinery is thus provided for the detection and punishment
of the vendors to the Indians of intoxicants, which, as I stated in my last report, are
too essily obtainable by them,

The Algonquin Band, whose reserve is sitnated on Lake Temiscamingue, in the
County of Pontiaoc, are, as stated in my last year's report, more given to hunting and
fishing than to steady agricultural labor, although the excellence of the soil in the
traot owned by them affords them a favorable opportunity of pursuing successfully
that industry. There is also a mill in operation at no great distance from the reserve,
at which they may have their grain turned into flour at a reduced rate of toll, the
Department having secured this privilege for the Indians, by granting, several years
since, a small subsidy towards the erection of the mill. There is a school in opera-
tion at the Hudson Bay post, whereat some of the Indian children attend, but inas-
much as many of the Indians’ houses are t00 remote from the Hudson Bay post for
their children to go there, the Department is making arrangements for the establish-
ment at a convenient point on the reserve, of a school for the benefit of the children
of these families,

The Iroquois Band ef St. Regis, who ocoupy a village sitnated on the east bank of
the River St. Lawrence, in the County of Huntingdon, have greatly benefitted through
the measures adopted by this Department, in concert with the authorities of the
United States, to suppress the traffic in intoxicants upon both sides of the boundary
line, which I stated in my report of last year were then about to be taken. Quiet-
nes sand order now prevail in the village. With a view to insure, as far as possible,
the continuance of this desirable condition of matters, a resident agent was appointed
in September last, as it was considered that the former agent resided at too great
a distance from the point to be able, when Indians returned to or were found in the
village in & state of intoxication, to act promptly, either in the punishment of the
Indian delinquents or in the discovery and bringing to justice of the parties who sold
or gave the liquor to them. Mr. Tyre, the local Custom House officer, was ap-
pointed the Agent. He has resided for many years at St. Regis, and is held in
high respect by both Indians and white people. By investing the Custom House
officer at that place with the additional office of Indian Agent, the expense of build-
ing a residence for the latter official was saved, as the former already occupied
suitable buildings.

- The four schools established at various points on the reserve for the benefit of
the children of this band are earrying on their operations, although they ate g reatly
impeded by the usual irregularity of attendance on the part of the pupils. A neat
building for one of these institutions was erected during the year on Cornwall
Island, which forms part of the reserve, at the joint expense of the Department and
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of the Methodist Church, under whose auspices it is conducted. HExtensive repairs
were also made to the Roman Catholic Church edifice at St. Regis, at the expense of
the members of the band who belong to that denomination. These Iudians are re.
presented to be in a prosperous condition. As stated in my last Annual Report
their principal employment consists in working in the woods for lumber merchants,
and in piloting rafts of timber down the St. Lawrence. On some of the islands em-
braced in the reserve farming is followed with a fair measure of success. The large
majority of the Indians settled on Cornwall Tsland, which is composcd of most ex-
cellent arable land, have applied to the Department to have it sub-divided into lots.
An exploratory survey was made in the autumn, and a plan for the sub-division of
the land has been prepared. The Iroquois Band, who occupy as a reserve land in the
geigniory of Sault St. Louis, in the County of Laprairie, and who, for the most part,
reside at the village of Caughnawaga, on the River St. Lawrence, opposite to
Lachine, are making fair progress in agricultural and other industries. Their second
annual exhibition was held last autumn, and was a complete success, both as to the
exhibits and the manner in which it was managed. A very commodious building,
which cost about $2,000, for holding these exhibitions, was erected last autumn,
mainly at the expense of the band, although many persons interested in their welfare
generously coutributed towards it, and last autumn’s exhlbxtxon was held in this
building. The survey of this reserve into lots, which has been & most intricate and
difficult undertaking, is nearly completed, and the Department is adopting measures
with a view to locate in as satisfactory & manner as practicable, the varions Indian
families on the lots. This will be by no means an easy task, but by the exercise of
patience and discretion it can, it is believed, be satisfactorily accomplished.

A change in the agency at this point was considered to be advisable, and was
effected last summer. Complaints of their agent,in whom they appeared to have
lost all confidence, were repeatedly made by the Indians; and, upon investigation,
certain charges of a sufficiently serious nature to render & change advisable, were
substantiated. The Indians appear to have confidence in the new agent, Mr, Alex.
Brousseau, and it is hoped that the change will be attended with benefit alike to the
Indians and to the Department.

The school on the reserve is not giving as much satisfaction as it is desirable it
shonld give, and many of the Indians have recently expressed their opinion in regard
to it in a practical manner, namely, by withdrawing their children and placing them
at & private school, which has been lately astablished on the reserve, although they
are obliged to pay for their taition at the latter institution, whereas at the former,
the teachers’ salaries being paid by the Department, the children are taught free of
all expense to their parents.

Asg an evidence of the enterprise of some of the members of this band, it may be
stated that two of them, Chief Thos. Jocks and Alexander De Lorimer, have
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undertaken an important contract for the construction of certain works on the Corn-
wall Canal. The same parties have also had under lease, for several years, a quarry
at Caughnawaga, in which they employ a number of men and pay to the credit of
the fund of the band dues on all stone excavated. As stated in my report of last
year, there are some sucoessful farmers among these Indians; others earn a liveli-
hood by working for lumbermen, and piloting rafts of timber and boats down the
Lachine Rapids. There is also an extensive business in Indian handicraft oarried on
in the village, and several of them have become well off through the sale of
these wares. In consequence of the change of agents,the Department is without the
usual Annual Report and statistical statement in respect to this band and reserve.

The condition of the Abenaki Band, whose reserve is situated at St. Francis, in
the County of Yamaska, has changed but little since the date of my last Annual Re-
port. Iregret to have to report the prevalence among many of these Indians of
the habit of indulging to excess in the use of 'intoxicants, which they appear to ob-
tain ad libitum in the village of Pierreville, The Department recently sent a detec-
tive to the spot, with a view to the discovery of the parties who carry on this illicit
traffic with the Indians; and it is hoped, by keeping a close watch on the various
taverns and saloons, and the persons who frequent them, and act in oollusion
with the Indians aftd the vendors of liquors, that the guilty parties will be brought to
justice, These Indians devote & considerable portion of their time to hunting, They
also manufacture large quantities of baskets, chip and straw hats, moccasins and
other Indian wares, which they travel long distances to dispose of. There are two
schools in operation on the reserve,.

Mr, Henry Vassal, the Indian Agent for the district, has appended in his report
a list most interesting, to philologists, of names and words of the Abenaki tongue,
with their interpretation. Mr. Vassal, likewise, has supplied a similar list, which
will be found herewith, prepared by the Rev, Chas. Arnaud, the well known and
justly venerated missionary at Betsiamits, on the north shore of the Lower St. Law-
rende, of words and names in the language of that other branch of the Algonquin
nation, known as the Montagnais. There is nothing special to note in respect to
the small band of Abenakis whose reserve is situated at Becancour, in the County of
Nicolet, They number about thirty souls, and their modes for procuring & subsis-
tence are about the same as those followed by their brethren at St. Francis. The
Huron Band, who occupy a reserve at Lorette, in the County of Quebec, have with
habitual assiduity persevered in the manufacture of large quantities of snow-shoes
and moceasins, and their prosperity has been commensurate with their industry.
The population of this band is not decreasing; in fact, the contrary is the case; but
the increase of their number is due to the fortuitous ciroumstance of the return to
the reserve of some families who had left it for other parts some years previously.
The school at the Indian village is represented to be more numerously and regularly
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the children.

The Amalicite Band, formerly of the Township of Viger, in the County of
Temiscouata, fragmentary encampments of whom frequent the vicinity of Cacouna,
Riviére du Loup, Rimouski, Point Levi and other places, still pursue their usual
avocations, viz., the manufacture of Indian wares and hunting fur-bearing animals.
The circumstances of these Indians in regard to land are fully described in my report
of last year, Owing to their nomadic habits, it is impossible to afford the children
of the band educational advantages.

The Micmac Band, whose reserve is situated on the River Restigouche, at
Mission Point, opposite Campbleton, in the Province of New Brunswick, appear to be
making most satisfactory progress in the cultivation of the soil. The quantity of
land put in crop last year was more extensive than was ever previously the case on
this reserve. The result, so far as grain was concerned, was satisfactory; tho yield
of potatoes, however, was below the average, owing to the wet season, These Indians
have no difficulty in obtaining employment in the summer or in the winter, at re-
numerative wages, near their reserve.

The school building on this reserve has been thoroughly repaired, and the attend- -
ance at school has been fair. It might, however, be more numerous, considering the
number of children in the band of an age to attend school:

These Indians increased the area of cultivable land on the reserve this year, by
breaking up twenty acres of new soil. Iam pleased to be able to state that as a
consequence of the strenuous efforts of the local Indian Agent to supress the traffie
in intoxicants, drunkenness, which at one time was of frequent occurrence in this
band, has greatly diminished.

The small Micmac Band, whose reserve is situated in the Township of Maria, in
the County of Bonaventure, have improved morally, and have made satisfactory pro-
gress, materially, during the year. Sobriety now provails on the reserve, which is
the result of the measures adopted to prevent the sale of intoxicants to the Indians,
among which may be mentioned the establishment on the reserve of a small lock-up,
to confino Indians when intoxicated. These Indians have made many new fouces,
built several neat houscs, and repaired the road which traverses the rezerve. They
algo increased the area of their cultivable land by four acres, .

The various bands of Montagnais Indians, who frequent, in tbe open season,
several favorito points on the north shore of the Lower St. Lawrence, and who, in
the winter, ropair to their hunting grounds in the remote wilds of the interior, had
last year tolcrable success in the capture of fur-bearing animals.

Cariboo and Ptarmigan were also numerous, and consequently these Indians had
a good supply of food during the winter. The strenuous measares adopted by the
3—c
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Pepartment several years since, to suppress the traffic in liquor carried on with them
by unprincipled traders, and the continuous efforts put forth by the energetic Super-
intendent of these Indians to prevent a recurrence of this evil, have resulted most
beneficially to them in every respect. Their sanitary condition is good, their behavior
excellent, and they are no longer the victims of rapacious white men, who, in
times happily past, robbed them while under the influence of liquor (which was often,
it was suspected, drugged to render their purpose more successful) of most valuable
fars, the product of their winter’s hunt.

The above remarks are in some measure applicable to all the Indians of the
nortb shore, but more especially to those at Betsiamits, Maskanard, Grand Romaine
Natashquan, Mingan, Seven Islands and the Moisie. The Indians of the first named
place reide, when not engaged in hunting, upon the reserve set apart at that point,
under the Provisions of the Act 14 and 15 Victoria, Chapter 24, for the Montagnais
Indians generally of the north shore,

At the Godbout there are several familics of Montagnais. The Indians at this
place engage in seal hunting, and they appear to do so with successful results.

At Escoumains there is a small band of Montagnais who remain permanently at
that point. They are well conducted and industrious, and they compete in the labor
market with the white population of the locality.

The frequency with which, from its northern latitude, summer frosts occur on
the Lower St. Lawrence renders the successful growth of cereals in that region
hopelees ; ard, indeed, even root crops are more often a failure than the reverse. The
Indiaus, as a consequence, have to rely entirely upon hunting and fishing as a means
of procuring a livelihood.

The band of Montagnais Indians who ocoupy the valuable reserve at Point
Bleu, on Lac St. Jean, in the County of Chicoutimi, are making considerable pro-
gress in the cultivation of land.

Their live stock are also increasing.

The opening up of the road through the reserve, which was referred to in my
1ast Annual Report, has, as it was anticipated would be the case, resulted in new
clearances of land being made by the Indians along the same.

The measures taken by the energetic Indian Agent for the Reserve, to put a
stop to the vending of spirituous liquors to these Indians, have had the effect
of almost completely suppressing the evil. And, as stated by the missionary
in a letter to the agent, which is published among the appendices to this report,
-quiet and order now reign on this reserve. The same functionary bears testimony
to the success which has attended the efforts of the agent in inducing the Indians to
-devote their time and money to agriculture, The hospital on this reserve affords
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great relief to invalid membors of the band. These Indians augmented the
quantity of arablo land on the reserve to the extent of fifteen acres of newly.
broken soil.

They, like their brethren of the Lower St. Lawrence, follow the chase as & prin-
cipal means of support. The lake on which their reserve is situated also affords
them a fine fishing ground, of which they are not slow to take advantage.

NOVA SCOTIA.

The Indians of this Province are all Micmacs; and, commencing with the
Island of Cape Breton, we find in the county of the same name, at Eskasoni, a band
occupying a reserve of excellent land, which they cultivate to some oxtent, They
added to their arable land, during the yoar, ton acres of newly-broken soil. The
school on this reserve has continued its operations during the year, but irregular
attendance on the part of the pupils has here, as elsewhere, to be regretted.

These Indians manufacture and sell quantitios of casks, tubs and baskets.

The bands who occupy the two reserves in tkhe County of Inverness, viz, at
Whycocomagh and Malagawatch, are reported to be improving in their condition
and in their habits. The male portion of the community are, for the most part, coop-
ers by trade; the females manufacture baskets, moccasins'and Indian wares gonerally.
Theso Indians are very industrious, and find a ready market in the surrounding towns
and country for their manufactures. They are therefore able to provide for their
families, and are contented and well conducted.

The principal production of the soil is the potatoe, of which vegetable these
Indiaus raise large quantities. They broke up twelve acres of new land during the
year, thus increasing the cultivable area of land on the reserve by that quantity. The
school at Whycocomagh continues to keep up'its character as an cfficiently conducted
iostitution.

Tho band, whose reserve is on Middle River, in the County of Victoria, have an
exccllent tract of land, the soil being specially adapted for producing grain and pota-
toes, both of which crops promised an abundant yield at the date of the agent’s report.
As no statistical statement was received from the local agent, it is impossible to state
what progress, if any, has been made by these Indians.

Tho school referred to in my last Annual Report as then about to be brought into
operation on this reserve, was-opened in November, 18¢3; and it is reported to be
conducted very successfully.

The Indiacs who occupy the reserve in the Couuty of Richmond are ropresented
by their agent to be making slow but evident progross in the march of civilization.
The crops on the resorve promised well at tho date of the agent’s report. These
Indians broke up ten acres of new land, thus adding that quantity to thoe area already

under cultivation.
3—c}
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The Indians of the County of Antigonish are settled in small groups on the several
reserves in that county. They employ their time principally in manufacturing casks,
tubs and baskets; and they do not give much of their attention to agriculture. They,
however, increased the area of farm land by three acres of newly-broken soil.

Two changes took place in the agency which embraces this county and that of
Guysboro’ during the year, the first having been occasioned in the early part of
the year by the death of the Rev. Wm. Chisholm, the former incumbent, The
Rev. John J. Chisholm was appointed by Your Excellency in Council on 28th
March to the vacant position, and that gentleman continued to discharge the duties
for several months. He then tendered his resignation, which was accepted, and John
Chisholm, Esq., of Antigonish, barrister-at-law, was appointed by Your Excellency in
Council on the 4th November, to the position.

The Indians whose reserve is situated on Fisher’s Grant, near Pictou, compete
with their white neighbors in almost every branch ot labor; and the change that has
occurred within the last ten or fifteen years in their mode of obtaining a subsistence is
graphically described in the report of the Rev. R. Macdonald, the Indian Agent for
the district, which will be found among the Appendices published herewith, The
sohool on the reserve is managed with efficiency, but the irregular attendance of the
pupils prevents much progress being made by them. '

These Indians cultivate but little land. They, however, increased the quantity
of arable land on their reserve by breaking up new soil during the past year to the
extent of two acres. '

The Indians of the County of Halifax still continue for the most part non-
resident on their reserve, preferring to frequent the suburbs of towns and villages,
in which they find a market for the casks, tubs, baskets and other articles manu-
factured by them.

The Indians of the County of Kings follow similar pursuits for making a living,
to those in vogue among their brethren of the county last referred to. There is,
however, more excuse for these Indians residing on lands not their own, than there
is for the Indians of the County of Halifax, for, with the exception of ten acres of
land purchased by the Department several years since for the Indian families resi-
dent at Cambridge, there is no reserve in the County of Kings, and that quantity of
land is quite inadequate for a population of eighty-four souls. The agent for the
county reports that these Indians are quiet, orderly and rather industrious in their
habits. The public schools in the county are open to Indian children,

The Indiansof the County of Queens, althongh possessed of several reserver,
in some of which there is excellent land, are for the most part resident in the vicinity
of the town of Liverpool and of the village of Milton, and at Mill Village, where they
ocoupy and cultivate lands belonging to white people. There are good salmon
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fisheries in the streams at Milton and Mill Village, of which the Indians avail
themselves largely to proeure food.

The Indian children are allowed the privilege of attending the public schools of
the county.

The Indians of the County of Lunenburg, as well as those of the county last re-
ferred to, are, as a rule, sober, industrious and religiously incfined. In Lunenburg
they have several reserves, but except upon the onme at New Germany, but
little farming is done on any of them. The Counties of Queens and Lunenburg form
one agency. During the year the Indians of these counties added five acres of newly
broken land to the area previously under cultivation,

The Indians of the Courty of Cumberland, who reside on the reserve at Franklin
Manor, on Hay Lake, are described by the Indian Agent for the county as a pro-
gressive people, devoting considerable attention to agriculture, and displaying an
interest in the education of their children, who are allowed to attend the public
schools of the district. These Indians increased the quantity of arable land on the
reserve during the year by breaking up threo acres of new soil.

The wandering Indians from other counties of the Province, who appear to prefor
the County of Colchester, still frequent the precincts of Truro, which affords them a
mart for their manufactures. Much sickness prevails among these Indians. Coming,
as most of them do, from other counties, they occupy, while at Truro, tents or wig-
wams, and aro thus exposed to the inclemency of the weather, often resulting in
pulmonary attacks, which frequently prove fatal.

In the County of Hants there are two reserves, situated respectively on the west
side of Shubenecadie and at Indian Brook. The larger number of the Indians reside
upon the former reserve and follow agriculture to some extent. The want of an
annual report and statistical statement from tho Indian Agent for the district
preclude my furnishing information relative to the progress of this band.

The Department hoped to have had a school in operation at Shubenecadie ere
this. Much correspondence on the subject took place, but in consequence of the
excessive prices asked by builders, the matter has remained in abeyance.

The Indian band who occupy a reserve in the County of Digby, on the confines
of Annapolis, engage extensively in porpoise hunting and fishing, preferring those
modes for obtaining subsistence for their families to tilling the soil, though a few of
them do cultivate land, and they, during the year, added eighteen and ome-half
acres of newly broken soil to the arable quantity on the reserve. The school on
the reserve is conducted efficiently, but the attendance is not as numerous or as
regular as one would desire.

In the County of -Yarmouth, which is included in the agency for Digby, there
are a few camps of Indians, but no reserve,
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In the Counties of Annapolis and Shelbourne, which are embraced in dne agency,
the Indians are, with a fow exceptions, resident upon other people’s land like the
Indians in the County of Yarmouth. In the former county they own two reserves,
but very fow Indians reside upon them. Several families have purchased, or oc-
cupy on sufferance, parcels of land, which they cultivate to some extent, receiving
from the Department assistance in seed and in ploughing.

NEW :BRUNSWICK.

The Miomacs of the eastern counties of this Province are reported to have made
oonsiderable progress in agriculture. They are decidedly more industrious and en-
terprising than their Amalacite brethren on the west side of the Province. Besides
farming, they engage extemsively in fishing, ship-yard work and other manual
labour.

The reserves occupied by the Micmacs and by the Amalacite Indians of this Pro-
vince are so minutely desoribed in my last Annual Report that it is unnecessary to
vepeat, in this report, the information respecting those tracts of land. The schools are
still conducted on the reserves at Eel Ground and Burnt Charch, in the County of
Northumberland, though the one at this latter point was closed for a brief period,
owing to the resignation of the teacher.

In eonsequence of a change made in the superintendency at Fredericton, for the
Amalacite Bands who occupy reserves in the south-western counties of the Province,
no annual report or statistical statement has been received regarding those Indians,

The change referred to was occassioned by the transfer of the former
Superintondent, Mr. W. Fishor, to a position in the outside service of the Department
of Inland Revenue, and the appointment, by order of Your Excellency in Council, on
the 25th April last, of Mr, James Farrell to the position of Indian Superintendent for
the district. No complaints have been received from these Indians, and this, of
itself, is a sufficient indication that matters must be proceeding satisfactorily in the
district, as Indians are not slow to make their grievances known, if any such exist.
The schools established in the year 1883, upon the reserves at Kingsclear and St.
Mary’s, in the County of York, have continned their operations, and are well
managed, and it is confidently hoped that much benefit will accrue to the Indian
children if they can be induced to attended regnlarly. '

In the north-western counties of Viotoria and Madawaska the Amalacites
appear to be moro prosperous, the result probably of greater industry than is dis-
played by their brethren of the south-western counties. On the reserve at the
mouth of the Tobique River, which is a fine tract of fertile land, the larger number of
families (forty-seven) reside, and the msjority of them are in comfortable ciroum-
stances.

They increased their area of cultivable land during the year by twenty-two
acros of freshly-broken soil. The school on the reserve is highly spoken of, both as
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regards the ability of the teacher and the regular attendance and progress of the
pupils.

The reserve in the County of Madawaska is composed of equally good land,
though it is not so extensive in area, as the reserve on the Tobique; but the Indians
resident thereon do not follow farming for a living. These Indians, as well as some
of those on the Tobique, cngage extensively in hunting fur-bearing animals,

They have facilities for having their children educated, there being a publio
school quite near their reserve, to which the Indian children are admissible.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

The condition of Indian matters in this Province is not as satisfactory as one
would wish, The two reserves, viz.,, on Lennox Island and in Township 39, fail to
attract to them all the Indians in the Province. In fact, a8 many reside off the
reserves as upon them.

The Department has held out inducements to the non-residents to remove to the
reserves, offering to assist them in building houses, and in the cultivation of land;
but little effoct has attended these efforts. In the case of some of the non-resident
Indians—for instance, those at Rocky Point—it is perhaps better that they should
remain where they are, as they are doing tolerably well, from an industrial point of
view, and occupy comfortable houses. There seems, therefore, to be no sufficient reason,
in the case of Indiaus so situated, for removing them to either of thereserves. There
are, however, other Indians, living in scattered groups in the vicinity of towns and
settlements in the Province, who are in wretched circumstances; and it is these poor
creatures whom the Department is desirous of seeing comfortably settled upon the
reserves, The inducements, however, held out to them to remove, have hitherto
friled of their object.

The local management also, of those on the reserves, has not been satisfactory.
The Superintendent combines with his other duties the office of school teacher. It
was thought that the latter position would not be incompatible with the other, bat
it is found that the duties of the two positions clash. The Superintendent having
to attend during a greater part of the day to the school, has not sufficient time to
give o the instruction of the Indians in the proper cultivation of their land, or to
the other duties of the agency. A change would therefore appear to be necessary.
It is thought, that were a Superintendent appointed, whose whole time could be de-
voted to the instruction of the Indians in agriculture, in curing fish (there is a fine
mackercl fishery rear the reserve on Lennox Island) and in other industries, and in
seeing that they were comfortably domiciled, many of the Indians who prefer, at
Ppresent, to reside near the towns and settlements, on perceiving the improved con-
dition of matters on the reserves, would abandon their wretched ways of living and
agreo to settle thereon, The Indians upon the reserves added, during the year, eight
acres of newly-broken land to the cultivable area. The school is reported to be effici-
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ently conduected, and the progress of the pupils who attend regularly to be good ; but
the attendance is very small when compared with the number of children on Lennox
Island of an age to attend school.

MANITOBA AND KEEWATIN.

Commenocing, as in last year’s report, with the bands and reserves in the eastern
pari of the territory covered by Treaty No. 3, commonly called “ The North-West
Angle Treaty,” from its having been concluded at that point on the Lake of the
Woods with the Saulteaux branch of the Chippewa or Ojibewa Nation, the first reserve
met with is that of the band on Lac des Mille Lacs, at Poplar Point. The agent
reports that the gardens of these Indians are poorly kept; they prefer manual labor
on the railway, which they can readily obtain in that distriot.

These Indians appear, however, to be increasing in prosperity, and to be grad-
ually adopting the habits of white men.

The band oocupying the reserve at Sturgeon Lake give more attention to work-
ing in the mines and to railway work than to agrioulture. What little is done in the

‘latter line is by the women—whose gardens, the agent reports, looked well when he
visited the reserve in June last.

The band on the reserve at Liac la Croix appear to be making more progress in
agriculture than either of the bands last described. The Indians on this reserve,
which is sitnated in close proximity to the United States, are specially exposed to
the rapacity of liquor venders; and, as on other Indian reserves similarly located,
consequent demoralization of the Indians-ensues,

The band who own the reserve on Rividre la Seine have become dissatisfied
with it, and have applied for another tract of land to be given them. They are said
to oultivate their gardens with success, and to bo desirous of improving their
buildings.

On the reserves at Hungry Hall the same trouble with liquor vendérs from the
United States exists as was described above in connection with the reserve on Imc
la Croix, These Indians cultivate land to some extent,

The crops of corn and potatoes on the reserves at the Liong Sault were abundant,

except on Neshotai’s Reserve, where they were to a great extent destroyed by cattle

-breaking into the fields during the absence of the Indians. A school has been estab-
lished for the benefit of the Indian children.

The gardens on the Wabegon and Eagle Lake Roserve are reported to be care-
fully attended too, and the cattle well kept. These Indians, being industrious, manage
to feed and clothe their families comfortably.

The band who oocupy the reserve at Lao Seul are in a very prosperous condition,
possessing fine fields, in which they raise crops of cereals and rosts. They also
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occupy well built houses, and l;eep them neat and clean. There i3 considerable com-
petition among them as to who shall have the best farm. These Indians have adopted
tho system so uncommon in Indian communities, and yet so desirable, of residing on
separate farms, instead of all living in close proximity to each other. Thelatter system
is disadvantageous from a sanitary point of view, and it retards greatly the progress
of the Indians in industry, self-reliance and enterprise. A very good school is
in operation in the vicinity of the reserve, and the Indian children who attend it are
making satisfactory progress.

On the portion of the reserve belonging to the Mattawa and English River Band
at Grassy Narrows, on English River, the Indians have erected several new houses,
and appear to bo making some progress in agriculture, A school house has alsv been
recently built by them on thereserve.

The Indians owning the reserves at the Manitou River possess large and very
well cultivated fields of potatoes and corn. They are described as a remarkably en-
ergetic and industrious class of Indians.

The Indians on the reserve at the Little Forks suffered a serious loss by the
burning, about two years since, of their houses, which was done by order of the
quarantine authorities, to prevent the spread to other parts of small-pox, which broke
out at that point. The Indians then deserted the reserve, but they returned daring
the past year, and have commenced to cultivate land.

The gardens on the Coutcheeching Reserve were partially destroyed by drought
and heavy falls of rain, A school house has been erected and a school opened on
this reserve.

The land on the Stangeecoming Reserve is of a very rocky character, and is,
therefore, cultivated with difficulty; consequently, very little is doge in agriculture
on that reserve.

The band owning the Naicatcheewenan Reserve appear to have made no pro-
gress in agriculture, only five acres of potatoes having been sown by them. They
have also but four houses on the reserve,

The Nickickosmincean Band, who occupy as a reserve a tract situated on a bay
north-east of Rainy Lake, cultivate land thereon. They also own some cattle, and
are desirous of increasing the number.

As many of the Indians on the foregoing reserves in the Rainy Lake district,
and in the district east and north of that region, as it was necessary to vaccinate,
and who would submit to its being done, were operated upon during the past season.

The crops of 1883 in the region surrounding the Lake of the Woods were not 8o
successful as usual. The Department was consequently obliged to supply both grain
and potatoecs to these Indians, to enable them to plant their fields in the spring.
The crop of wild rice, which forms a staple article of food with these Indians, was
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also smaller; and the fish were not as abundant as in previous years. They had,
therefore, to depend altogether last winter for a subsistence on what game they-
could obtain, and where game was scarce, the sufferings of the Indians were propor-
tionately great. There was, however, an abundant yield of hay on the different
reserves, and consequently their cattle had a sufficiency of fodder during the winter.
The potato crop on all of these reserves and the yield of hay were last season-
below the average.

On the reserve at Sesbaska thé Indians have made extensive preparations for
building. The wild rice in the marsh and waters which front on the reserve gave
an abundant yield, of which the band took advantage to secure a large quantity for
tho present winter’s consumption,

I regret to have to report the loss, by the Indians resident on the reserve at
Shoal Lake, of nearly all their cattle. The animals took refuge from a storm in a
building which fell on and killed them.

The Department is most anxious to make the annuity payments tothe Indians
of the Lake of the Woods on their respective reserves, instead of at one point, as has
heretofore been the practice, and the Indians were last year notified that that course
would be hereafter followed. They, however, raised strong objeotions to the change,
alleging that they were promised, when the treaty was made, that they would always.
be paid their annuities at the same place, and the agent appeared to be unable to
induce them to return to their respective regerves, They were accordingly paid, as
heretofore, at Assabaskasing, These large annual gatherings are very objectionable;
as the Indians, meeting in this way and receiving what are to them considerable
sums of money, generally indulge in gambling until the money, or any articles pur-
chased with it, are all squandered. Morecver they, on these occasions, celebrate
their heathenish rites and ceremonies, which tend to keep them in a degraded con-
dition, It is believed that interested traders, who have been in the habit of reaping
& rich harvest from these Indians at their annual meetings, use their influence to-
cause them to object so strongly to the change. Itis to be regretted that the loecal
agent’s icfluence with the Indians is apparently not sufficient to counteract that of
these self.interested parties, and to induce the Indians to agree to the policy of the
Department, which is so clearly in their interests and for their advantage.

The following change was made on the 5th February last, in the districts of
Mr. R. J. N. Pither, of the Coutcheeching Agency, and Mr. John McIntyre, of the
Savanne Agency, of Treaty No. 3. The reserves at Wabegon, Eagle Lake, Lac
8eul, Sturgeon Lake, Trout Lake and Mattawan River, were transferred from the
agency of the former to that of the latter officer; and the reserves at Lac la Croix
and Riviére la Seine were transferred from Mr, McIntyre's to Mr. Pither’s A gency.
These changes were made, inasmuch as tho relative position of the above reserves and
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the places of rezidence of the agents to whose care they have now been respectively
alloted are much more convenient, and the reserves can bs reached at much less.
expense and trouble than was proviously the case.

Adverting to the reserves and bands which come under Treaty No. 1, the prin-
cipal reserve is that of St. Poter’s, situated on tho Red River; and the band of
Chippewa and Swampy Cree Indians, who occupy it, comprise the most numerous
Indian commaunity in the Province of Manitoba. These Indians raise largo quantities of
produce, and the hay on the reserve is gonerally an enormous crop. The crops of the
past year were, however, not as abundant as is usually the case. These Indians own
alarge number of live stock, and many of them are the possessors of improved
kinds of machinery, such as reapers, mowers, threshing machines, &c.; also owning
light carriages for driving purposes, and large double waggons for use in their
farming operations, the old “Red River cart” being discarded for the more modern
conveyance. The catch of fish by these Indians is usually very large, and that
of last year was no exception,

Thoy constructed & road of four miles in length, besides building a number of
bridges and ditches on the reserve during the year.

There are several good schools in operation on this reserve.

More than forty acres of newly-broken land were added to the caltivable area.
Fally one-half of the grain crop of the year 1883 on this tract was ruined by the frost.

On the Broken Head River Reserve tho crops of 1883 were abundant, and their
catch of fish having been large and the market price obtained for the same good, the
Indians of this reserve did not suffer from want during tho past year. Their crops
last season, so far as barley and potatoes were concerned, promised well when the
agent visited the reserve, but the wheat was very light. Their cattle are increasing
in number, and are well takep care of by the Indians.

Thero is & good school on the rescrve, at which the Indian children are making
favorable progress in their studies.

The band occupying the reserve at Fort Alexander found themselves in rather
trying circumstances last winter, owing to the failure of the grain crop of the pre-
vious season, the scarcity of fish and the absence of remunerativo labor, which they
formerly had no difficulty in obtaining at a saw mill, which was operated for several
years on the resorve, but which was last year removed to another point.

Two schools are conducted on the reserve. One of these institutions, which is
established in the interests of the children of the Roman Catholic portion of the
community, is described as being most ably managed.

A marked improvement is reported in the band who own the reserve on Rosseau
River. These Indians appear to be now desirous of following agriculture. It is
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only within the last year that they have shown any disposition to cultivats land.
They are receiving encouragement from the officers of the Department, which, it is
hoped, will cause them to persevere in their efforts.

Some members of the band, whose reserve is situated at Long Plain, have recently
-evinced a desire to bocome farmers, and as it was considered advisable to encourage
them, the agent was, last spring, instructed to hire a man to plough land for them.
The Indians were pleased, and fenced the fields. They weras subsequently supplied
with a yoke of oxen, which they used last fall in ploghing; and the agent represents
the work as having been as well done as it could have been had a white farmer been
the ploughman, '

The band for whom the reserve at Swan Lake was set apart still remain off the
iract, Some land was ploughed for them thereon last season, and wheat, corn, peas,
and potatoes were sown, with the hope that this might induce them to settle on the
reserve, which contains fine farming land, and is in every respect a desirable location
for them.

The progress of the Indians whose reserve is situated at Sandy Bay, has been
much retarded by the height to which the waters of Luke Manitoba rose for several
years, overflowing, as they did, their fields and destroying the crops. The waters -
having subsided, matters are in a better position on the reserve. These Indians
possess a large number of cattle and not a few horses. The reserve is well adapted
for grazing purposes. Their crops promised well at the time the agent visited the
reserve. They erected several new houses, which are described as being neat and
comfortable buildings of logs, hewed on both sides. They also built a very good
school house of hewed logs.

The Indians of the Rolling River Band were greatly gratified by the Department
purchasing for them a quarter-section of land on that river. They, however, claim
a much more extensive tract. These Indians appear to have made up their minds to
follow farming. They have already done & considerable amount of ploughing, hoe-
ing, fencing and planting. Oxen, ploughs, other implements and seeds have been
suppliod them, There are about twenty acres under cultivation on the tract.

The band who own the reserve at Riding Mountain have received but very little
assistance from the Department for several years. Some of them are industrious.
They own & good many cattle ; and their reserve being situated in the midst of a
well settled country, they possess facilities for obtaining a livelihood which Indians
less favorably placed have not. They, moreover, cultivate land to some extent; but
their crops of last season were very light. There is a school in operation on the
reserve.

The two bands and reserves last described come properly under Treaties Nos. 4
and 2 respectively. They were, however, during the past year, included in the
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agency for the western section of Treaty No. 1, as they can be more conveniently
supervised by the officer in charge of that agency.

The bands and reserves comprehended in Treaty No, 2 are to be found in the
territory bordering on Lake Manitoba and its tributaries.

Owing to the height to which the waters of the lake rose and remained at for
several years, much of the land fronting on it was completely flooded ; and so cons
siderable a quanity of the land on the reserve at Sandy Bay, on Lake Manitoba, was
thus affected, that the Indians abandoned the tract, and for several years planted on
land outside of the same. Since, however, the waters resumed their ordinary.level,
the Indians have returned to tho reserve, and they have now one hundred acres under
cultivation. The lond being well adapted for grazing purposes, this band are raising
a large number of cattle and horses. They have erccted a building for school pur-
poses on the roserve.

The above remarks, as to the injury done to lands by the overflow of the waters
of Lake Winnipeg, and the consequent abandonment of the same by the Indians,
apply also to the reserve at Dog Qreek But I am glad to be able to report that,
when the waters receded, these Indians likewise returned to and resumed work on
the tract. There is a school in operation on the reserve, at which the pupils are
reported to be making satisfactory progress.

On the Ebb and Flow Lake Reserve the band appear to be prospering, notwith-
standing the light crops, which were the result of the drought of the early part of
the season. The school on this reserve is efficiontly conducted, and the proficiency
of the pupils is marked. )

The band occupying the reserve at Fairford are in a most satisfactory condition.
Every year the progress of this community is noticeable; and in no year was it
more remarkable than last season, the crops having been greatly in excess of those
of previous years, and consisting of wheat, barley, oats, potatoes and hay. Their
cattle are also increasing in number,

The council of this band framed, with the assistance of the agent, rules and
regulations for the better government of the reserve, under the provisions of the
Indian Act, 1880, and thesc having been submitted to Your Excllency in Council,
were duly approved of, and thus have become law,

There are two good schools on the reserve, and the pupils in attendance are
making very satisfactory progress in their studies.

On the roserve at Lake St. Martin, but little attention was given to agriculture
until quite recently, Thess Indians have hithorto followed fishing and the chase for
& subsistence, .
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A school is conducted on the reserve, and the interest taken by the chief
(though a heathen) in the education of his young people, is manifested by his having,
in the absence of a building for the purpose, given up his own house, that it might be
-used for the school.

These Indians appear to be able to support themselves without much difficulty.

The band who occupy the reserve at Sandy Bay of Lake St. Martin appear to
make little or no progress in farming or building, contenting themselves with pro-
-curing what is sufficient to maintain life by the precarious pursuits of fishing and
‘huntiog,

A school is conducted on the reserve, with but indifferent success.

On the reserve at Crane River a much belter state of things exists. The
Indians have fine gardens, and their splendid fields of potatoes, the Superintendent
reports, are kept sorupulously free of weeds. These Indians dovote almost their
entire time to agriculture. Their cattle are increasing in number and are well
-cared for.

The school on this reserve is ably conducted and the pupils are making very
satisfactory progress. The school house recently erected is reported to be an orna-
ment to the reserve.

The band who own the reserve on Water Hen River arein equally as good, if not
in rather better circumstances than the band last referred to. They display remark-
able industry in the tillage of the soil, which is amply rewarded by the comfort in
which they live, their families being well clothed and fed, and the number of new
dwelling houses and stables erected by them affords a further gratifying indication of
improvement in their tastes and habits, These Indians also possoss & splendid herd
of cattle, in which they take great pride.

They have a very excellent school on the réserve, at which the pupils are
instracted in the English, French and Ojibewa languages, and show remarkable pro-
ficiency in these as well as in their other studies. '

On the reserve at Duck Bay the Indians raised a less quantity of potatoes than
they did in the previous year. Their catch of fish and capture of fur-bearing animals
were, however, larger than was the case in the previous year. .

These Indians completed the erection of a school house on the reserve, The
school is efficiently conducted and is giving satisfaction. This band and reserve are
included in Treaty No. 4, but they were added to the agency for Treaty No. 2, as
the reserve could be easily reached by the agent in charge of the reserves and bands
of that treaty.

The testimony borne by the officers of the Dopartment who are brought into

contact with the various Indian bands interested in Treaty No. 2, to the intelligence,
industry and sobriety generally of these Indians, is very gratifying ; and it may be
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added, that with the exception of what is due them under treaty stipulutions, these
Indians, as well as those interested in Treaties Nos. 1,3 and 5, receive little or
nothing from the Government, and they may, thorefore, be considersd as self-
supporting.

The Indian bands and reserves included in Treaty No. 5 arc located upon the
shores of Lake Winnipeg, and on the casterly shores of the River Saskatchewan.

Commencing with the reserve nearest to that at Fort Alexander,on the south-
east shore of Lake Winnipeg, viz., the reserve at Black River, the Indians occupy-
ing it do not appear to be making as satisfactory progress in agriculture as, from the
quality of the soil, which is described as being fertile along the banks of the river,
one might fairly expect. They maintain themselves mainly by fishing and hunting.

A school is conducted on the reserve, and a new building for the purpose is in
course of construction,

At Hollow Water Rivorthe Indians are making some progress in farming;
their fields are larger and better tilled than was formerly che case. They have also
increased the number of their buildings.

These Indians erected a school house on the reserve, and a teacher has been cn-
gaged to open it.

The band cccupying the reserve at Loon Straits are described as being very in-
dustrious and enterprising. They have made extensive improvements on the reserve:

A school teacher will be sent to this band as soon as the services of a competent
person ean be secured. The Indians have erected a school house, and are most
auxious that their children should be educated.

The band who own the reserve at Blood Vein River have, until recently, been
altogether nomadic in their habits. They are now building houses and planting po-

tatoes. This, it is hoped, is the precursor of a better condition of things for these
people.

On the reserve at Fisher River there is a large Indian settlement. They raise
both grain and roots, but owing to the prevalence of drought and the numerous
insects, their vegetables wero almost entirely destroyed during the past season. These
Indians possess a good herd of cattle, which are well taken care of by them.

They have an excellent school on the reserve, and the pupils are making com-
mendable progress,

The Indians settled on the reserve at Jack Head cultivate their fields skilfully,
and have erected a number of houses. I regret to state that the school at this point

has been closed, but as soon as the services of an efficiont teacher shall have been
obtained it will be re-opened.
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The band who occupy the reserve on Beren’s River are annually increasing the
size of their fields. These Indians, as well as the other bands in Keewatin and
Manitoba, complain bitterly of encroachment by white men on their fishing grounds,
which are thereby rapidly becoming exhausted, and will, unless the evil is promptly
checked, soon cease to afford the Indians the subsistence which they have been in
the habit, from time immemorial, of deriving from these fisheries.

On the reserve at Norway House the crops were not so large as usual, These
Indians have, however, abundant resources in fishing and hunting, and it is seldom,
therefore, that they suffer privation. They have a large herd of cattle, which are
kept in good condition by them. They completed the erection of a new school
house, and a well qualified teacher was recently sent to open it. There is another
sohool on the reserve, which, however, is conducted in a very indifferent manner by
an Indian teacher.

The Indians occupying the reserve at Cross Lake had not as large crops as
usual. Their reserve is, however, well adapted for farming, and for raising stock,
and it is hoped, therefore, that the band will not be discouraged, but will persevere
in their efforts to become husbandmen.

A school was opened on the reserve, by the Chief as teacher, early in the year,
and it has been kept up with a fair measure of success, The band have nearly com-
pleted the erection of a new school house.

The reserve at the Grand Rapids of the Saskatchewan is favorably situated. The
Indians owning it have no difficulty in summer in obtaining employment in loading
and unloading vessels at this point, which is the terminus of navigation, for the
Northern Saskatchewan, both on the Saskatchewan and on Lake Winnipeg ; and
here, owing to the rapids of the river not being navigable, a tramway, with cars
drawn by horses, is used to transfer passengers and freight from the lake to the river
steamers, and vice versd. The fisheries also at this point are excollent, and the
Indians on this reserve need, therefore, never be in want of food. They planted more
extensively and with greater success during the past year than in previous yoars,
A school house is in course of erection on the reserve,

On the reserves at Moose Liake and Chimahwawin, which belong to one and
the same band, the Indians evince greater interest in farming than was formerly the
case. They have enlarged their fields. Two new schoolhouses are in process of
completion on these reserves. A school is conducted at each point.

The Indians of the Pas occupy reserves at several points. The larger number
reside on the reserve atthe Pas proper, where the Honorable the Hudson Bay
Company have a trading post. The land on this reserve is not of very good quality.
Nevertheless, the Indians cultivate it to some extent.

At Birch River they have an excellent tract of land, and the portion of the band
settled on it are in comfortable circumstances—the result of their own industry..
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They reside in neat and substantially built log houses. Another section of the band
occupy a resorve at the Pas Mountain and cultivate land to & limitod extent.

The Pas Indians still subsist, for the most part, on the fruits of the chase and
on fish. They have a school at the Pas proper, and a building for another school has
been recently completed at a different point on the same reservoe, as the children of
that locality are unable, owing to the distance at which they reside from it, to
attend the first named school. The Indians on these reserves are remarkably moral,
and are religiously inclined.

The reserve at Cumberland consists of a miserable tract of sterile land, The
Indians who occupy it applied for a reserve to bo given them in the vicinity of Fort
A la Corne. Their wishes in this respect have only been partially met, owing to an
insufficiency of available land at that point. Tho children of these Indians have had
the advantage of a good school, which was ably conducted for a number of years by
" the Rev. J. W. Davis, who, however, recently resigned the charge. Another teacher
has been appointed, and the school is still in oporation.

The numerous bands and reserves above referred to aro embraced in what is
termed “ The Manitoba Saperintendency,” and as evidencos of the general improve-
ment which has taken place in the condition of these Indians, and of the contentment
that prevails among them, I can not do better than quote the words of the Inspector
of the Superintendeucy, Mr. E. McColl, as they appear in his roport published with the
other appendices to this report. They are as follows : —“The increased interest in

* agriculture and education, manifested everywhere by the Indians visited, is 8 most
“ gucouraging and gratifying indication of their intellectual development and ad-
% yancing prosperity.

“ When I first inspected the agencies, seven years ago, endless complaints were
¢ laid bofore me by every band of Indians visited, with regard to inferior quality of
* ynpplies farnished them, and the non-fulfilgent of the stipulations of their res-
“ pectivo treaties generally, but in all my travels last summer, not a grievance of
“ any description was referred to in my interviews with them, but, on the contrary,
¢ they frequently requested me to acknowledge their gratitude to the Government
¢ for dealing so uprightly and generously with them.”

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES,
District of Saskatchewan.

Proceeding westward from the Indian Reserve at Cumberland, being the point -
last referred to in the Manitoba Superintendency, the first reserves raached are those
of Chiefs James Smith and John Smith, situated respectivoly near Fort 3 la Corne
and on tho South Branch of the Saskatchewan. The band of the former chief have
erected subetantial cottages on their reserve, but their main dependence for 8 living
is upon hunting fur-bearing animals. This avocation they pursue with considerable
success.

3—p
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There is a school in operation on the reserve. It is, however, conducted with
but limited ability. The boundaries of the reserve were readjusted during the past
season.

Chief John Smith’'s Band follow agriculture with a fair measare of success.
They also erected scveral new houses on the resorve daring the year. The school,
which was closed last year, owing to certain repairs having been required to tho
building, was re-opened this spring.

The band of Wm. Twatt subsist almost entirely by hunting. Their reserve is
very remote from settlement.

The reserve occupied by the band of Chief Chekastapaysin is situated near that
of Chief John Smith. The fow members of the band who reside on the reserve are
making tolerable progross.

The bands of Chiefs Kopatawakemun and Kenemolay occupy reserves in the
vicinity of Green Lake, and subsist by hunting, at which pursait last winter they
were very eunocessfal.

The band at Pete-qua quay were, until last year, vory backward in azricultare,
although they occupy a fertile tract of land. The farming instructor for the locality
was, as stated in 1y last annual report, directed lo give special attention to these
Indians; and the result has followed, that they have taken fresh courage. New
bouses have been erected, the area of eultivable land has been increased, aud a consid-
erable quantity of new fencing has been made by thom.

The bands of Chiefs Atakakoop and Mistowasis, whose reserves are on the Snake
Plains, wero able to sustain themselves during the winter upon the products of the
soil, the fruit of their own labor. They also had a sufficiency of grain in the spring
for seed, and of flour for food while thoy were planting the former. These Indians
are adding to their realty by increasing the number of their housos.

Thore is & woll managed school on each of these reserves.

Owing to the long distances the Indians on the three reserves last described are
-obliged to travel, in order to bring their grain to a mill, varying from forty-five to
seventy-five miles, the Department offered, by public advertisement, a bonus to any
responsible person who would erect a grist mill of sufficient capacity in the vicinity.
. No tenders have as yet been recoived ; but the Indian Commissioner for the North-
West Territories roports that he is in communication with parties with a view to the
-erection of mills in the vicinity of these and other rosorves, where the same would
be of benefit to the Indians—a grant of money for the purpose having beon voted by
Parliament at its last Session.

The bands of Chicfs Beardy and Okemasis, whoso reserves are situated ncar Duck -
Lake, are equally as industrious and enterprising as the two bands lust referred to;
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and they have a superior advantage in the propinguily of their reserve to good flour
mills at Dack Lake.

The effect of the attention bestowed by the farming instructor at Dack Lake
during the past season, under special instruction from the Department, on the band
of Chief One Arrow, whose reserve is situated on the South Branch of the Saskatche-
wan, has been to inspire them with renewed encrgy; and these Indians appear now to
be anxious to improve their condition.

The Sioux Band, under Chief White Cap, whose reserve is situated at Moosewood,
near Prince Albert, are reported to be making satisfactory progress. These Indians
are very industrious. Bosides doing a fair amount of work on their reserve, they are
frequently employced by the white settlers to assist in farming and in other kinds of
work. They havo crected a number of now buildings on their reserve.

The thirteen bands above referred to are superintended from the Indian Agency
at Carlton. The returns roccived show tho number of Indians resident upon the
reserves, and the arca of land ploughed, acd the quantities of produce raised last
season on the reserves belonging to these Indians to have been as follows :—

Resident Indians.......cocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneeniane, 1,791 souls,
Land broken.........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiene e 5,625 acres.
Root8 grown.........covviiiiiiii e 8,960 bushels
Grain do ..o e saea e 4910 do
Hay cut,...ooiiiiii e 705 tons.

Proceeding westward from Carlton, the reserve in the Eagle Hills, occupied by
Chief Red Pheasant’s Band, is arrived at. These Indians added to the quantity
of cultivable land on the roserve by breaking up forty.seven acres of fresh soil, mak-
ing the area of land now under cultivation two hundred acres. Their root crops
wore fairly abundant. They made stronger fences and improved their buildings
during the year. There is a school in operation on the reserve.

In tho same locality—Eagle IHills—three bands of Stoney Indians are settled
upon a reserve adjoining thut of Red Pheasant, and although they only became resi-
dent thercon two years ago, they have made remarkable progress in farming and in

building ; they also had large crops of roots last season ; and they ploughed, planted
and fenced their fields in cxccllent style.

A school house has been built by them, and it is hoped that tho services of &
teacher to conduct the =chool will be procured at an early date.

The band of Chief Moosomin, whose reserve is situatod on Battle River, are
most industrions, and had a large extent of land under crop the past year. They

were able to support themselves in 1883 from the produce of their fields. They
have only been four years resident on the rcserve.

A school is conducted thereon.
3—p}
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Contignous to Chief Moosomin's reserve is that occupied by the bands of
Thunder Child and Nepahase, who, although they only became resident last spring,
planted and fenced forty-five acres, and thirty-nire acres respectively.

On the opposite side of Baltle River are the reserves of Chiofs Pondmaker and
Little Pine. The band of the latter chief only settled on their reserve last spring.
They however ploughed seventy acres, fenced fifty acres and planted thirty acres of *
1and, besides cutting one hundred tons of hay, and erecting twelve houses, two stables,
a store house and a building in which to keep their implements and tools. The adjoin_
ing reserve is occupied by Chief Pondmaker's Band, who had under crop about two-
hundred acres. The root crops were more successful than the grain on these rescrves
1ast season. ‘ :

These Indians own a considerable number of horses and cattle.

In close proximity to the reserve last referred to, lies the rosorve of the band of
which Sweet Grass is chief, having succeeded his father, Strike-him-on-the-back, who,
feeling that his advanced age incapacitated him for the position, resigned the chief-
ship. The new chicf sets a good example to the band, being energetic and well
behaved. The boundaries of this reserve were surveyed during the past scason. These
Indians have worked most industriously for several years. They have fenced in three
hundred acres and ploughed two hundred and thirty-seven acres, of which one hundred
and twenty-eight acres were put under crop last season.

They also cut two hundred and fifteen tons of hay.

The ten bands and six reserves last described are under the superintendence of
an Indian Agent, who is stationed at Battleford. The following is a statement of the
number of resident Indisns, and the quantity of land ploughed, and of tho quantities
of produce gathered on thesc resorves last season :-—

Resident Indians....cveveeeininiiiiininieiininiieenes 2,423 souls.
Land ploughed and fenced..........cccocevnniiiiniiiiinan 5,153 acres.
ROOtS GrOWD.euuuueiieieeeiii it 2,831 bushels.
Grain 0 ievevrriieeiiiiiiiirei e e ea 1,100 do
Hay saved «.ocoueiivinniiiiiiiiinniiienei e 804 tons.

The Indian Commissioner for the North-West Territories, who visited the reserves
above described in the spring, states, in his report, which will be found among the
Appendices to this report:—I was agreeably surprised at the advances made by
% these Indians since my former visit, and found that many of the new arrivals from
¢ the south were rivalling the older settled Indians in both cultivating the lands and
st building houses on the reserves.”

Proceeding westward from tho reserve of Chief Thunder Child and Nipahase,
the Indian Agency of Frog Lake, near Fort Pitt, is reached. The first band and
reserve met wilh in this agency are those of Chief Seekasekootch. These Indians
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ploughed three hundred and six acres, and put under crop the past season two hun-
dred and forty-four acres.

This band are annually adding improvements to their reserve by building and
repairing houses, barns and stables. These Indians’ houses are built on their farms,
instead of, as is generally the case, being conliguous 1o one another. The result of
the Indians being thus scattered is, that the work on each holding is done systemati-
_cally by the occupant of the ficld for the benefit of himself and family, and emulation
is aroused botweon the various holders of land, each vieing with the other for superi-
ority of crops, buildings and fences.

Thero is a school conducted for the benefit of the children of this band,

On the south side of Beaver River there is a reserve occupied by a band of
Chipewayans. Until last spring very little was done by those Indians in agriculture,
A farm instructor was then sent to them, and they ploughed and planted eighty-
seven acres These Indians own a herd of 129 cattle, of which they take great care.

They have built forty cottages and thirty-five stables or barns.

North-west of the Chipewayan Reserve, betwcen it and Moose Lake, is the
reserve of Chief Kec-yo-win, on Long Lake. The band occupying this reserve were
placed for the first time under a farm instruclor last spring.

They ploughed and planted about thirty acres with barley, potatoes and other
vegetables. They occupy ton cottages and own two barns. These Indians, as well
as othors of the band just before described, had always, up to last year, depended
upon hunting for a subsistence, but as the country becomes filled with white settlers,
this resource fails them, and they are obliged to have recourse to what is to thom the
more uncongenial occupation of tilling the soil.

There is a school in operation at Long Lake.

The next reserve arrived at is that of Chief Pas-ka-ah-gow-in. It is occupied by
a small band of thirty-one souls.

The band of Chief Ne-paw-hay-haw occupy a reserve near Frog Lake, whereon
they ploughed and planted last season twenty-five acres, but with the exception of
potatoes, of which they secured 460 bushels, they had little or no crop.

Tho band of which Mah-Kayo is Chief, had, until last spring, cultivated land
at Stony Liake. They thon removed to Irog Lake, and were placed in possession of
the land broken up at that point, and cultivated as a home farm by the farm
instructor. They plauted thirty-eight acres of cereals and vegetables.

There is a school for the benefit of the Indian children at Frog Lake.
The six bands and reserves last referred to, are managed by the agency at Frog

Lake, which was rcmoved from Fort Pitt to the latter place last season, as it is a
more central point for the reserves of the district. The following is a statemen of
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the area of ploughed land and of the quantities of cereals and roots raised last season:
on the reserves within this agency, and of the number of Indians resident thereon :—

Indians resident on reserves..-...cicsecersescrennes sseseseess 1,190 soUlS.
Land ploughed and fenced...cceesseecencesseecseeccsencsencess 1,260 acres,
Ro0t8 GroWDn..ceceeesioessssnseaassecsersascssaresassssescns oneee 4,050 bushels.
Grain ¢« 4,670 ¢

......................................................

Hay saved......cecveeiiiiiiiniinniiiniiiniireinceenenes errenrnaes 485 tons.

The Roman Catholic Mission conducts a school at Frog Lake for the benefit of
the Indian children. ‘

The agent at this point reports that the fisheries are rapidly becoming exhausted,
through the operations of white men, who fish for the eastern markets, and thus
deprive the Indians of an important source of subsistence.

DISTRICT OF ALBERTA.

Leaving the Indian Agency at Frog Lake, and proceeding westward to Szddle
Lake, the first reserve within the Edmonton Indian Agency is reached. The Indians
owning this reserve are under a chief named Little Hunter, They have about one-
hundred and seven acres of land under cultivation, having added last season twenty .
aores to the quantity previously tilled by them. The constant rains of last August

prevented the grain from ripening as early as usual; it is, therefore, feared that the
erop was not an abundant one.

The other bands in the Saddle Lake district are those of Chiefs Seenum at White-
fish Lake, Pegasis at Lac la Biche, Mus.keg-ah-wah-tick at Washanaton Creek, Blue
Quill at Eagle Lake, Chippewayan at Hart’s Lake, and the Beaver Lake band at
Beaver Lake. Theso bands are reported to be in a prosperous condition; but, from
the absence of detail in the report of the agent for the district,I am unable to furnish
Your Excellency with special information in respect to each of them. It may be
stated that, whilo these Indians cultivate land to some extont, their main dependence
for tho support of themselves and fumilies is on hunting far-bearing animals. In
this pursuit they engage extensively and with considerable success, as the part of
the country in which they hunt is not as yet much sought after by white settlers,
and counseqently game and fur-bearing animals abound in it.

It is satisfactory to bo able to report that a long-standing difficulty with Chief'
Beenum or Peccan, regarding the extent of country to which his band were entitled.
for a reserve, was, it is hoped, finally settled last autumn by that chief agreeing to-
accept a tract of similar proportions to the reserves allotted to other bands under
Treaty No. 6. This chief held for years a very exaggerated idea of the quantity of
land to which his band was entitled. This erroneous conccption was the result of
inaccurate translating when the treaty was made.
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The reserve of Chief Blue Quill’s band is situated at Egg Lake, opposite Victoria,
on the south side of the Saskatchowan. These Indians are described as being very
indastrious in their habits and skilful hunters. They have thirty acres of land under
tillage, all of which is well fenced; and their crop of grain turned out successfully.

The reserve of Chief Tommy la Potack is sitmated near Edmonton. His band
is reported to have made satisfactory progress during the year.

Next in rotation is the reserve of Chief Alexis, whose band is reported to have
succeeded admirably last summer, raising crops of both grain and roots.

Tho reserve of Chief Michel may be next referred to. The crops raised on this
tract last season were of excellent quality; and they were also abundant in quantity,
These Indians cultivate large fields of grain, which are well fenced. They also
occupy good log houses, and are altogethor in a prosperous condition.

The band of Chief Alexander occupy a reserve near that of Chief Alexis. They
have alzo been most successful with their crops. Every family on this reserve has
some land under tillage.

The band of Chief Pass-pass-chase is not in as satisfactory a condition as either
of the bands last described, only a few of them attempt to farm.

A band of Stoney Indians, under Chief Sharphead, occupy a reserve on Battle
River. This being their first year on tho tract, they have done bat little, having
only put fi{teen acres under crop. They have also commenced the erection of houses,

The three reserves of Chiefs Bobtail, Sampson and Ermine Skin, are con-
tiguous. The Indians settled upon these reserves have made considerable progress
during the past year; their chiefs setting them a good example in industry. They
appear to be desirous of becoming proficient as farmers.

The distance at which these roserves lie from Edmonton rendered it very incon-
veniont for the Indian agent at that point to properly superintend them. It was
thought, therefore, advisable to appoint on probation a local agent, and Mr. Lucas,
who has for several years filled the position of farming instructor, and who possesses
the full confidenco of these Indians, was appointed probationally Indian agent for
these bands.

Before leaving the district embraced in the Edmonton agency, I feel it to be in-
cumbent upon mo, as well as a pleasure, to refer to the excellent industrial institation
which is conducted under tho direction of His Lordship the Rishop of St. Albert at
that place. Tho Icdian pupils at this establishment, besides being instructed in the
ordinary branches of education, have imparted to them, so far as the boys are con-

_cerned, a knowledge of farm work; and the girls are taught sewing, knitting and
other household duties. The value of the service rendered to the Indian race by such
institutions as the school at St. Albert, and that at Morleyville, which i3 of a similar
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type, is incalculable, and His Lordship, the energoetic patron of the former establish-
ment, and his able assistants, and the Rev. John McDougall, the able principal of the
latter institution, are deserving of every praise for the efforts put forth by them for
" the elevation of these poor children of the prairie and of the forest.

The following is a statement of the quantity of ploughed land and of the number
of Indians residing on tho reserves of the sixteen bands last referred to, and which
are embraced in the Indian agency at Edmonton. I regret that owing to the non-
receipt of returns from the agent, I am unable to furnish particulars of the quantity
of roots, grain and hay secured on these reserves last season :—

Number of Indians resident on reserve........cccc..eeeus 2,921 souls,
Land fenced and ploughed.........cccoveuuun.s enonseanies eeeer 1,405 acres.

Following the trail which runs southward from Edmonton until the trail which
branches off in a south-westerly direction to Morleyville is reached, and proceeding
by the latter route to the last named place, the roserve of the Assiniboines, who are
commonly called the Stoney Indians, is arrived at. This tract is covered with tim-
ber of good quality, but the soil is totally unadapted for raising either grain or root
crops, After a trial of several years, it was at length concluded last spring to give
up the attempt to cultivate land here and to withdraw the farming instructor. This
stop would have been takon in the previous year, but the Indians entreated the
Department to make one more attempt, which was done; bat all the crops turned
out, as in previous seasons, a complete failare. ‘The Indians were being fed, and their
young people were growing up in idleness, and they were thus becoming demoralized.
They are skilful hunters; and in the open season there is abundanee of work to be
obtained in the locality. Provision was therefore made for supplying the wants of
the aged, sick and helpless members of the community; and those who were able to
work were last spring thrown upon their own regources, with the understanding that,
should they at any time, owing to some extraordinary circumstances, be unable to
secure & livelihood, assistance would be given them. Permission, under cerjsin
restrictions, has also been granted to these Indians to cut and sell the dead and fallen
timber on the resorve—there being comsiderable gquantities of the same rapidly
going to decay.

This band owns a large and valuable herd of cattle.

The agent for the district reports that these Indians have doné very well by
hunting, although the season was not as favorable as usual, owing to thé flooding
of the beaver lands.

The school and orphanage conducted at Morleyville, under the auspices of the
Methodist body, still continues its good work in the interests of these Indians, who
are all adherents of that denomination.

Arriving al Calgary, and travelling thence in a south-westerly direction, the
reserve occupied by the Sarcee Indians comes next in order uander Treatv No. T=
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These Indians are believed to have immigrated from Pcaco River. The dialeet
spoken by them differs from the language of any other tribe in the southern districts
of the Territories; and it is said to be similar to, if not thesame language as, that used
by many of tho I[ndians of the Peace River country. The reserve occupied by this
band is situated too ncar Calgary. The Indians resort constantly to that place,
neglect their work, and many of their women pass lives of depravity in wretched
tonts or wigwams, pitched in proximity to the town., A larger quantity of land than
usual waz, however, cultivated on the reserve last year. Some of the Indians applied
for separate fields, which were given them, and they ploughed the land,—the chief
(who, as a rale, i3 by no means an exemplary character) sotting them a good exam-
ple by personally working and superintending their operations. The Indians
ploughed last season about ninety acres, and built 8 number of houses in which to
store away their vegetables during the winter.

Tho reserve of the Blackfoot tribe, situated at the Blackfoot Crossing, on the
north side of the Bow River, continues to give good returns for the work done upon
it. These Indians are making satisfactory progress, and have worked willingly and
well daring the past scason. They are satisfied with their reserve and with the
treatment which they experience at the hands of tho Government. They had
-one hundred acres of land under crop last season.

On the reserve near Fort McLeod of the Blood Indians, who compose tho most
important branch of the Blackfoot Nation, there has been steady improvement in
agriculture. Many of these Indians use the plough and harrow dexterously. The
system has been adopted of, as fur as possible, placing each family on a separate
location. The area of land under crop last season was about one hundred and sixty-
four acres. The products of the soil consisted of wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, turnips,
carrots, onions and other vegetables.

The contractors for the supply of beef on this reserve built, during the year, a
new slavghter house, which was greatly needed.

Tho Department also had new buildings erected on the reserve, consisting of &
ration house, flour store, storehouse, instructor’s dwelling, office, mess-room, employés”
sleeping quarters, Indian council room, stable and barn. These buildings were very
much required, as the old structures, which were built hurriedly several years since,
were never otherwise than defective, and they had fallen greatly into disrepair.

The reserve of the Piegan Indians, who form another branch of the Blackfoot
Nation, lics to the south west of Fort McLeod, on Old Man’s River. Some of these
Indians have quite large fields under cultivation, and plough and barrow tho land
with their own horses. The productions of the soil are similar to those raised on the
Blood Reserve. I regret to have to report that very many of the cattle owned by
these Indians have either perished, strayed, or been stolen. No doubt the loss may,
in part, be atiributed to each of these causes. Last wintor was a very severe season,



and eattle suffered greatly in thatsection of country; and it is not improbable that:
some of the Indians’ hord perished, and that others wero either driven across the-
boundary line into the United States, or strayed among the cattle of owners of stock"
in those parts.

The above completes the bands and reserves of the Blackfoot Nation interested.
in Treaty No. 7, including also the Btoney and Sarcee Bands.

The following is a statement of the number of resident Indians on the several
reserves within the territory covered by that treaty, and of the area of land cultivated,.
and of the quantity of grain and vegetables raised on the various tracts:—

Resident Indians. ....ceeeevueeenniiniiiiineniniiicinnee. «.. 6,415 souls,
Land ploughed and fenced...........ccoevieninnnniinnnnes . 1,458 acres.
Ro0t8 raised. ccovueniiirenniiiieieeniiiiieiiiirinsennees 39,631 bushels.
Grain do .eeeeiiiiiiiiienie e 2,313 do

- Hay.oooovsunnnnneen. Coettenetesttaatrtenrtntretasrerasssennne 130 tons.

I cannot close the portion of this report which refers to the Blackfoot Nation.
without again referring to the industrial school which was established during the-
past season at High River, for the education and training in industrial pursuits of the
children of this powerful but loyal people. Opening as it has done under the charge
of the Rev. Mr, LeCombe, a gentleman who has devoted many years of his life to-
serving these Indians in the capacity of a clergyman, and who possesses their entire
oonfidonce, I have every hope that the institution will accomplish the purpose for
which it has been established, namely, the education in the ordinary branches of”
learning and the instruction in industrial pursuits as well as the moral and social
elevation of the Indian children who may be privileged to attend it.

There are two dayschools in operation on the reserve occupied by the Blood
Indians, one being conducted under the auspices of the Church of England, and the
other being managed by the missionary department of the Methodist Church of”
Canada. ’

DISTRICT OF ASSINIBOIA AND WESTERN PORTION OF THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA.

The Cree Indians interested in Treaty No. 4 (which covers what may be termed:
the central portion of the territories or the country included in the district of
Assiniboia and the western portion of the Province of Manitoba) have next to be
referred to,

Commencing with the reserves upon Crooked Lake, the reserve and the band of’
the lato Chiet Loud Voice demand notice. These Indians were very industrious.
during the year, having planted a large extent of land with potatoes and wheat.
They aleo constructed excellent fences, and they are making commendable progress.

generally.
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In the same locality, the band of Chuch-ah-chass are settled upon a reservo, in
which they have also large fields under cultivation. A school house is in corrse of °
erection on this reserve. The school will be conducted by a teacher who is to be
appointed by the Presbyterian Church,

The bands of Cowess or Little Child, and O'Soup, who occupy a reserve also on
Crooked Lakes, have made marked progress. Some of these Indians are self-sup-
porting, and many of them have large fields of grain and roots, and several of them
have built quite neat cottages.

The band of Yellow Calf occupy a reserve in the vicinity of the former. In con-
sequence of the part of the reserve where they had commenced to cultivate proving
uncultivable, these Indians were obliged to remove to another location, and, owing to
this fact, they had but a small area of land under tillage last season. They, however,
ploughed more land in the autumn, and they will no doubt have a large return there-
from next season.

Thore are several reserves in the vicinity of Indian Head. Those which are
occupied by the bands of Chiefs Jack and Long Lodge are contiguous. Theso Indians
only settled upon their reserves last year. A report has, however, been recently
received, stating that they had ploughed a large quantity of land in the autumn,

As I have already informed Your Excellency in the introductory part of this
Report, Chief Pi-a-pot, who, with his band, occupied a reserve near Indian Head,
having sefuscd to remain upon it for reasons previously explained, was allotted a
reservo clsewhore. This band settled upon their new reserve too lite in the scason
to make improvements of any consequence thereon,

Chief Pasquah, whose reserve is on the Qu'Appello Lakes, has done remarkably
well, having worked steadily and thus set a good example to his band. This is a.
chango for the better in this chief, who, until the past year, bore a very indifferent
character for industry.

I regret that I have not any particular information to give Your Excellancy, in
respect to tho other bands on the Qu'Appelle Lakes, or tho bands at Touchwood and
File Hills. Tho agent’s report states nothing special regarding those Indian», It is,
howover, satisfactory to learn from it that there is a marked improvement on the
part of the Indians, generally, of the agency, in agricnltaral attainments ; that larger
and more substantial buildings are erected; that the fencing of their fields is better
done; that they bestow proper care on their cattle; that a larger quantity of hay
has been made; and that an increased area of land was planted last season,

Schoolhouses were erected during the past year, upon the reserves of Chicfs
Pasquah, Little Child and Little Bear.

Tho a2gent for these reserves and bands is statioved at Indian Head.
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The following statement shows the number of Indians resident on the several
reserves in this agency, the area of land plonghed and fenced, the quantity of roots
and grain grown, and the quantity of hay cut:—

Land ploughed and fenced ..ceveeeiccercccrnecenciancacees 2,994 acres.
ROOtS BrOWN...ccereciereeerserernecrorsesssosessnnsnsrenssees 12,719 bushels.
Grain % eeeiiieiisirensecrnictseetreieeisssensensesees 9,079 €

Hay Cub.isesecececaee secocrenssosenreoncasosser.arensenes eesee 1,633 tons.

As before stated, an industrial school for the education of the Indian children
sresident within the bounds of the territory embraced in Treaty No. 4 was, last
autumn, opened at Qu’Appelle, under the Rev. Mr. Huguenard as principal; and I
sincerely trust that it may prove to be of real benefit to the Indian youth of the dis-
trict of Assiniboia and of the western part of the Province of Manitoba.

The bands and reserves which come under the charge of the Indian Agency at
Birtle have now to be referred to. Commencing with the Assiniboine Indians of the
Moose Mountains, who are distributed among two small bands settled upon as many re-
serves, it may be remarked that the tract occupied by the band of Chief Pheasant Rump
18, itis feared, situated at too great an altitude to admit of the land being successfally
cultivated. This band had fifty-five acres under crop last season. They are very
industrious; and besides cultivating land of the extent described, they broke up a
large additional area of land during the year. They are also good hunters.

Thoe Indians composing Ocean Man's Band do not give such good promise of be-
-coming solf supporting. Both of the bands last referred to were supplied last season
with additional oxen and ploughs, which they have turned to good use by plough-
.ing an increased quantity of land, The members of Ocean Man’s band are not skilfal
hunters, nor are they successful as fishermen,

The band of Crees, under Chief White Bear, did remarkably well last season.
They ploughed and planted a considerable area of land, putting in crops of barley,
potatoes, corn and turnips. They, like the members of the band just previously
referred to, are not successful hunters; but, as they are more energetic, there is
greater probability of them becoming self-supporting. '

The Cree Band, whose reserve is situated on Bird Tail Creek, and who, until last
_year, when Chief Way-way-see-cappo died, were under that chief, do not appear to
be making much progress. The agent, however, reports that many of them sare
putting forth efforts to improve their condition, and that he entertains hopes
.of them becoming independent. They, last spring, planted forty-five acres; and
their new chief, Shapwatang, purchased a mowing machine,

The next reserve in order is that of Councillor Gambler. These Indians at one
time formed part of Way-way-see-cappo’s Band, of which their head man,Gambler,
was also councillor. They considered their chief lacking in energy, and decided to
.separate from the band and settle upon the reserve which they now occupy. The
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agent reports great progress to have beon made by these Indians during the past
year, and that several of them, on ascerlaining that the plonghed land on the reserve
was insufficient to produce as large a crop as they desired to have, rented fields from
white settlers in the vicinity of the reserve, wherein to sow grain. Several good
houses were also built during the year. These Indians live in comfort. Some of
them have in their houscs many of the modern ccnvenicnces of life, and in their
fields improved machinery, such as mowing machines and horse rakes, may be scon.
They also own a number of cattle.

The band of Chief Kee-sce-kouse reside upon a reserve near Fort Pelly. They
are making steady progress in agriculture, are building good houses and construct-
ing strong fences. They had scventy acres under cultivation last spring. Thoir
crops consisted of wheat, barley, potatoes, peas and vegetables. A school house has
been built, and it is hoped that aschool will be established at an early date on this
reserve. These Indians own a number of cattle, and altogether they may be
described as being in a prosperous condition.

The band of Chicf Key also occupy a reserve near Fort Pelly, ar are doing
well. They had fifty acres under cultivation last season, in which thoy planted
wheat, barley, potatoes, and other vegetables. They also own a herd of cattla.
These Indians are about to erect a school house on the rescrve.

The band of Chief Coté, whose reserve is also situated in the Fort Pelly district,
are maintaining the character they have earned for themselves as an indastrious and
enterprising people. They take great care of their cattle, which have increased to
rinety-one in number. They also own fifty horses. Thoy had under crop last
season one hundred and six acres of wheat, barley, oats and potatoes. They dwecl
in well-built and comfortable cottages. These Indians have adopted the system of
occupying fields in severalty, which is an indication of increasing intelligonce.

A school is conducted upon the roserve, for which anew building is in course of
erection, which, when completed, will be a substantial and comfortable building.

There are besides the foregoing bands, three non-treaty bands of Sioux Indians,
who were several years sinco allotted reserves on Bird Tail Creek, Oak River and
Oak Lake respectively. They,as has been stated in previous reports, formed part
of the Sioux contingent which fled to British territory after the Minnesota massacre
in 1862. They have improved the opportunities afforded them, and by their dili-
gence havo become self-supporting. The band on Bird Tail Creek own one hundred
and twenty cattle, raise large crops, and have purchased, with their own means, three
reaping machines and several ploughs and waggons. All of their houses are kept in
a cleanly and neat manner. The school on the reserve is efficiently conducted.

The bard settled on Oak River aro in scarcoly less prosperous circumstances.
The have indeed a greater number of cattlo than the Sioux on Bird Tail Creek,
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namely, one hundred and forty heads. These Indians planted over eight hundred
‘bushels of potatoes last spring. '

The band who occupy the reserve on Oak Lake do not farm as exiensively as
those upon the two reserves previously described. Their principal dependence is on
hunting and fishing, at which pursuits they are very adroit. They, however, raise

.a considerable quantity of corn and potatoes,

There is & small band of Sioux at Turtle Mountain, who are in occupation of
land which is not included in a reserve., They are reported to be prospering both as
agriculturalists and as huntors. They are also building very substantial cottages,
and they appear to be desirous of improving their condition. The Turtle Mountain
affords good hunting grounds and fishing streams for them ; and they, as well as the
other Sioux baunds, may be regarded as practically self-sustaining.

The following is a statement of the number of resident Indians on the several
reserves embraced in the agency last above described, and of the quantities of grain
and vegetables raised, and of hay cut by them : —

Number of resident Indians......c.cceererrncenininnens cerene 1,187 souls.

“ acres ploughed and fenced............. TN 1,888 acres,
Grain raised....cccoviieieieiiiiiiiiiiiiniieiiiiiiiiicene. 4,415 bushels,
Vogetables raised............ceeceuvennerrenmeeisrerneeensiannns 9330 «
Hay cut...covvniniiniiniiiiilioniirienne e ecaeeeeee 1,670 tons.

Before concluding my remarks upon Indian matters in the Province of Manitoba, in
tho district of Keewatin, and in the North-West Territories, the subject of the rights
of the Indians of those parts to fishing lakes and streams deserves comment, more
especially as the fisheries are being greatly interfered with by the encroachments of
white fishermen, and by the construction, in some of the streams, of dams and other
impediments to the passage of the fish to their spawning grounds. The right of the
Indians to use, as they had previously donse, the fishing lakes and streams was assured
to them when the scveral treaties wero concluded with them ; and the Indians com- .
plain that faith is not being kept with them in this respect, as in some places tha
fishing grounds are becoming exhausted, owing to the quantities of fish taken from
them for the eastorn markets by white fishermen, and at other points the fish
are diminishing in number in consequence of the obstructions in the streams, which
have becen previously referred to. As & matter of economy, it is advisable that the
Indians should be confirmed in the use and enjoyment of the fisheries which they
have been in the habit of using from time immemorial, as the Government, in
allowing thoem this privilege, will accomplish a large annual eaving. Other-
wise, largoly increased supplies of food will necessarily have to be issued to
the Indians whon the fishing resources fail them as a partial means of sub-
_ sisterce. Moreover, it is "preferable to sccure to the Indians well defined exclusive
-rights to certain fishing grounds than to have constant complications arising between
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Indians and white men relative to thoir respective rights in the fisheries. Butabove
all other considerations is that most important one of preventing dissatisfaction
among cur Iodians, and the existonce of a sentiment that the Crown has not kept
faith with them in a matter, to them, of such vital importance as their fishing righta
aro, With a view to the conservation to the Indians of these interests, reports were
obtained from the officers of this Department descriptive of the fishing streams and
lakes which it would be advisable to secure for the Indians; and the purport of the
same was duly communicated to the Department charged with the administration of
the fisheries, with the request that no disposal of the fisheries referred to thorein
might be mado without the consent of this Department having been proviously
givon.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

With the exception of the disturbances which have been already referred to in the
introdactory part of this report as unhapypily existing on the north-west coast, the
Indian triboes of this Province are contented and peaceably disposed. They had im
the past year an sbundant harvest. Their manual labor in the various lines of industry
in which thoy severally engaged secured them remunerative compensation; their
fisherics were modorately successful ; and the capture of fur-bearing animals was also
considerable, Thoy havo, thercfore, as a rule, an ample supply of food and clothing
laid by for the wintor.

The Indians of Soda Creek, Canoe Creek, Alkali Lake, and other places in the
Williams Luke district, desorve more than sympathy for the trying position in which
they find themsclves, owing to the insufficiency of land in the district to meet their
roquiremonts as an agricultural and pastoral people. All the available Crown land had
been pre-empted before the arrival of the Indian Reserve Commissioner in that distriet.
Consequently thore was no good land at the disposal of the Crown which eould be
allotted to these Indians. They are, howervoer, entitled to land of suitable quality and
suflicient in quantity for agricultural and grazing purposes, and it must be obtained
for thom; and the Provincial Government, with whom rests the responsibility of
providing evory Indian band in tho Province with a sufficiency of land of a descrip-
tion that will be adaptable for tho uses for which they require it, have boen advised
to that effect,

The legislation had at the last Session of Parliamont, with a view to tho abolition
of the wasteful and, in othor respocts, pernicious Indian feast known as the * Potlach,’”
which is co much in vogue in this Province, and for the suppression of the heathenish
dance called the “ Tamanawas,” the celebration of which is attended with much that
is disgusting and degrading to the Indians iedulging in or witnessing it, takes effect
from this date.

It is hoped that some of the more civilized bands of this Province, as well as of
the sther Provioces, will avail themselves of the opportunity afforded Irdian com-
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maunities by the provisions of the Indian Advancement Act, which also received the-
Royal sanction at the last Session of Parliament, and which is, likewise, now in
force to acquire the quasi municipal privileges contemplated thereby.

Reserve Commission.

As stated in the prefatory portion of this report, tho work of the Commission in
alloting reserves was confined, during the past soason, to the Kootenay district. The
report of the Commissioner, descriptive of its operaticns in the field, as well as-
reports of work previously done elsewhere, which were received too late to be
inserted in last year’s report, are attached as a speeizl appendix to this report.

Two survey parties wore engaged in running the boundarics of the reserves
which were allotted in previous seasons in the vicinily of Lillooet and Bridge River,
and at Ashcroft, and on the Shushwap Lake.

Industrial Schools.

The establishment of industrial schools for the education and instruetion in
useful trades of the Indian children of this Province, has engaged my attention, and
communication on the subject has been opened up through the Indian Superintondent
at Victoria, with persons who, from the zeal displayed by them in their labors as
missionaries among the Indians of the Province, will, it is thought, if they engage in
the work involved in educating Indian children, and training them in a knowledge
of industries, carry the projeci to a successfal issue. This subject seems also to b
one worthy of the consideration of Parlinment.

I regret to have to report the perpetration, in March last, at Sumas, on the Fraser
River, by an armed mob from the United States, of an oatrage, which consisted in
the hanging of an Indian boy whom they suspected of having murdered a white man
in Washington Territory. Tho Indian3 of Fraser River wero groatly incensed, and
in their indignation armed themsolves, with the full intention of crossing the boundary
line and hanging the first white man with whom they should meot in United States.
territory. The agent, Mr. P. McTiernan, who posseescs, and justly, the entire
confidence of the Indians, proceeded to the spot and succeeded in dissmading
them from carrying out their intentions, by assuring them that the Goverament
would cause full enquiry to be made, with a view, if possible, to the identification and
bringing to justice of the perpetrators of the crime. Correspondence was opened up
in the matter, through tho proper channel, with the Government of the United States ;
but this Department is as yet without advice as to the result, if any has ensued.

With reference to the amount which was voted by Parliament at its last Session,
to admit of tho Indians of Kemsquit rebuilding their houses, which wero destroyed
soveral years ago, when the village was bombarded by Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Rocket,”
under what was apparently a misapprehension as to certain Indians who were sus-
pected of having been guilty of robbing and murdering the crow and pasengers of &
vessel which was wreeked on the coast, near that village, the Indian Superinten-
dent at Victoria was instructed, in the early part of the past season, to take steps for
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the expenditure of tho money in the manner proposed; but up to the present date no
report has been received from the Superintendent in the matter.

The Indians of Metlahkahtla and of Fort Simpson, over whom, as well as over
tho Indians gencrally of the north-west coast, an agent was placed, as stated in my
last Annual Report, refused to receive or-recognize that officor. He accordingly
retarned to Victoria and, as alrendy stated in the introdactory part of this report,
astipondiary magistrate was, on the suggestion of Your Exccllency, as expressed in
an Order in Courcil of the 2nd June, subsequently appointed by the Government of
British Columbia to administer justice on that coast, Mr. Andrew Charles Elliott
having beon nominated for the position by that Government, on the understanding
that the aalary of that officer, which was fixed at $2,600 per annum, should be paid
by the Government of the Dominion. Mr. Elliott has also boen authorized to act as
Indian agent for that region, without any additional pecuniary allowazce.

Cowichan Agency.

The district included in this agency forms the southern portion of the Island of
WVancouver. It contains twenty-nine bands, who occupy as many reserves. The
agent reports that the Indian population of this district is decreasing. This is ocoa-
sioned by the prevalence of pulmonary complaints, which frequently prove fatal.

He states that there is, annually, a gradual augmentation in the quantity of
grain grown on the various reserves, and that last season sufficient wheat was raised
by many of the Indians to supply their families with flour for a whole year. These
Indians own a largo number of cattle and horses. For the former they obtain liberal
prices in the locality.

1 regret to report that the feast known as the * Potlach ” is still celebrated in
this district,

1t is hoped that the enactment of Parliament, at its last Session, prohibitory of
these gathorings, as well as of the heathenish dance known as the “ Tamanawas,”
will have the effect of putting a stop to the same here and elsewhere in the
Province.

Not a few of the Indians of the Cowichan Agency obtained,during the past year,
lucrative employment in the vicinity of their reserves, from lumbermen. They were
thus enabled 1o take proper care of their crops, not having had a long distance to
travcl to their work in the woods.

The agent divided tho reserve at Cowichan into individual holdings, and location
tickets covering tho samo were issued by the Department to tho different locatees.
This has given much satisfaction to thom, and application has been made to the
agent by other Indian bands to sub-divide similarly their land, and after placing

families on the various lots to obtain also location tickets for them.
3-8
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The absence of schools in this large agency, for the education of the Indian
children, is greatly to.be deplored. Several of the religious denominations have,-
from time to time, attempted, through their clergy, to afford instruction to the
Indian children of the district, but owing to the lack of interest taken by the Indians
in the matter, the attompt has been as often abandoned, The Department is, however,
in correspondence, through its Superintendent at Victoria, with the representatives,
in British Columbia, of tho New England Company, whose offorts for the elcvation
of the Indian race have a world-wide rcpute, with a view, if possible, to the estab-
lishment, under the management of the officers of that company, of an industrial
boarding school for instructing, in the ordinary branches of learning, and training
the Indian children in a knowledge of uscful trades. Keeper Island, which lies off
the west coast of Vancouver Island, and on which the New England Company have
already established a mission, would, it is thought, ke a favorable location for such an
institution.

The Indian bards whose reserves are situated in the northern portion of this
district depend for subsistence upon fishing and hunting more than upon agriculture
or manuel labor. Dog fish are very abundant in the waters of that district, and the
oil extracted from these fish is sold to considerable advantage by the Indians.

West Coast of Vancouver Island.

The Indians of this region are divided into eighteen bands, oocupying a like number
of reserves. They are under the supervision of an agent who is stationed at Ucluolet.
These Indians, with the excoption of the band whose reserve is situated at Alberns,
support themselves entirely by hunting and fishing; and owing to the large number
of fur-bearing seals captured by them during the past year, they are this winter in
good circumstances.

The agent reports a small increase in the Indian population of the district, The
band who occapy the Opitchesat Reserve at Alberni, devote their attention entirely
to home industries, and several of them support their families from the products of
the soil, for which they find ready purchasers in the chasseurs of the neighbouring
bands. There are five schools conducted under great difficulties in the distriet.
Some idea may be formed of the obstructions with which the teachers have to contend
from an incident narrated by the agent for the locality in his annual report (which
will be found with the appendice to this report) as having transpired in connection
with the school at Kyutka—when the reverend gentleman in charge was held by some
of the Indians until others of the band, sixty of whom had forcibly entered the housa
for the purpose, had released two Indian boys who had been detained by the tescher
in school over the usual hours as a punishment for irregular attendance.

The formation of an Indian police force on each reserve in this agency and
in the other agencios of the Province has had & most beneficial effect in suppressing
vice generally, more especially the traffic in intoxicants and its attendant evils.
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The Kyukahts, who form the largest tribe on the west coast, are remarkable for
‘their industry, They are beginning to erect frame houases on their reserves instead of
“ rancheries,” which is the style of building genorally used by the Indians of the
coast. The latter are most comfortless structures, affording less protection from the
weather than an ordinary barn, and they are doubtless the cause, to a large extent, of

the fatal pulmonary diseases which are go provalent among the Indians of Vancouver
Island.

The North-East Coast of Vancouver Islund and part of the VWest Coast of
British. Columbia.

The Indians occupying reserves in this portion of the Province belong, for the
most part, to the Kwawkewlth tribe. Great mortality prevailed during the past year
in the various bands, of which there are twenty-five in the Agency. Diseases of the
laugs and of tho bowels woro the most provalent disorders, contracted from constant
exposure to the weather and often increased by want of nourishing food. The
Oolachan, a most dclicious fish, which abounds in the wators of these parts, was,
for some inexplicable reason, not caught in as large quantities as usual by these
Indizns last scason, and they consequently sauffered from want of this nutritious
food, the fat of which is described as possessing special healing properties which
render its use beneficial to invalids.

The depravity cxisting among the Indian women on this coast is greatly to be
deplored. They repair, on arriving at years of puberty to the white contres and enter
on lives of prostitution. In fact, they are frequently taken by their depraved
parents to these places, and thero morally sacrificed to satisfy the greed of the latter
for money. This condition of matters is causing a rapid diminution ot the population,
the number of deaths greatly oxceeding that of births, even in some of the larger
bands. The male portion of the community, or the larger number of them, compete
in the labor market at Barclay Sound and at other points, with other classes, and
obwin romuncrative wages; but thoy generally squander their gains in gambling
before they roturn to their reserves,

Unlike the Indians of the west coast, the Kwawkewlths, and the Indians on the
east coast of Vancouver Island, for the most part, prefer manual labor to hunting
and even to fishing, their salmon fisheries being now to a great oxtent abandoned by
them. To this rule, however, the Noovetees in the northern part, and the Laich
Kiviltachs in the southern section of the agency, form an exception. Both of these
bands still depend upon the fruits of tho chase for a subsistence. The last named
band are anxious to have a school established at Cape Mudge village. These Indians
are described as being in overy way superior to the otherlbranches of the Kwaw-
kewlth nation.

There have been but fow transgrossions during the past year in this district

of the law prohibiting the sale or gift of liquor to Indians. It maust, however, be ad-
3-k}
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mitted that the Indians of this agency are the moust depraved and ignorant in the-
Province. There is but one school in operation in the agency, namely, at Alert Bay,.
where the agent also resides.

The Lower Fraser.

The Indian bands and reserves on the lower part of the Fraser River are forty-
three in number, and are superintended by an agent who is stationed at New West-
minster. The Indians sottled upon reserves sitaated within the district from Yale to
Now Westminster, cultivated more land last year than they ever had done previously.
The limits of this agency were extended during last season to Pemberton Meadows
on Harrison River. TheIndians of the last named locality do not appear to be in as-
favorable circumstances as the other bands of the agency. The land upon the reserves
is said to be of very inferior quality, and their houses are not well built. They own,
however, large numbers of cattle and horses. They are described as being a
religious and moral people. There is a noticeable increase in the Indian population
at Burrard Inlet mission,Sechelt, Sliamon and Clahoose, At the first named place
the Indians have erected a fine church building at a cost, exclusive of their labor on
it, of $3,500.

They have established at this place a code of regulations for the government of
their people, which provide for the suppression of intemperance and of immorality
generally, and forbid the celebration of heathenish feasts on the reserve,

The Indians of the Lower Fraser are describesd as a contentcd and peaceable
people, though a bad feeling has, I regret to report, sprung up between them and the
Chinese. The Indians find that the latter interfore greatly by competing with them
in the various industrial pursuits from which the Indians of this portion of the Pro
vince are accustomed to obtain a livelihood.

The Lillooet or Williams Lake District.

The Indians in occupation of reserves in this district, which lies north of the-
Cascade Mountains, are greatly impeded in their agricultural operations by the lack
of the means of irrigating their lands. This process is absolutely necessary in this
region to render tillage of the soil feasable or pasturage at all good. Consequently,
although the actual area of many of the reserves would, on a superficial calculation,
warrant the belief that the Indians owning the same have more than sufficient land
for all uses, the absence of water, for purposes of irrigation, frequently reduces the
actual quantity of land that can be used to & minimum.

The band on the reserve at Williams Lake consist of one hundred and forty-fonr
Indians, and the whole quantity of land in the reserve suitable for farming purposes
amounts to only ninety acres. This band has, however, a large proportion of
meadow, and the sale of surplue hay cut from it affords them a revenue, The trapping
of fur-bearing animals is also followed by somo members of the band. Constables
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have hoou appointed on this reserve to preserve order and to prevent the introductiom
of intoxicants by unprivcipled white people. With this end in view, very prompt
and effectual measures were also taken by the Indian Agent for the district, Capt.
Wm. Laing Meason, which resulted in the conviction and punishment of several
transgressors of the law. A considerable amount of immorality, arising from the
use of intoxicants, and the cohabitation of Indian men and women with other than
their own consorts, is reported to exist on this reserve. This condition of things
results, as a matter of course, in the provalence of disease and poverty, and in the
existence of great unhappiness.

Special legislation to put a stop to this evil of illicit intercourse on the part of
Indians who, at least, profess to be christianized, appears to be neccessary.

In hoathen tribes of Indians, however, the kindred evil of polygamy has always
been practised, and heathen Indians will only be brought to refrain from practising
it when the enlightenment, which ever attends the inauguration of the christian re-
ligion among the heathen, shall have changed their views in this as well as in other
matters.

On the other hand, were logislation, having for its object the forcible suppression
of tho ovil, to be ivtroduced, I fear that, if it proved operative at all, it would only
become 8o after very serious trouble had ensucd, especially with the more populous
tribes; and tho enforcement of such a law would certainly be atterded with diffical-
tios of a most complicated character when it came to be applied to individual cases,
For instance, the settloment of the question of priority of right when several women
claimed the same man as husband would be most difficult; and then another question,
most difficult of solution, would arise, in regard to the legal rights of the children,
issue of such marriages. I apprehend, however, that tho enforcement of any law
that would interfere with their preconceived ideas as to marital rights would be so
strongly resisted by heathen tribes gonerally as to render it inoperative. Moreover,
the inculcation in the minds of Indians of principles that will lcad them, from con-
scientious convictions, to abandon voluntarily the habit of polygamy, as well as other
heathenish practices, is, I submit, the work of those who charge themselves with the
responsibility of imparting instruction to them in the tenets of Christianity.

The band who rcside on the reserve at Soda Croek consists of seventy-nine souls, .
and the urable land on the reserve amounts to about twenty acres, on which crops
have been grown for fifteen years in succession,

Liko the Williams Lake band, these Indians have good meadow land. They are
described as being very industrious and cleanly in their habits, residing in well-built
houses, which are kept in an orderly and neat manner. The most of them also own
stablee, and many have outhouses wherein to keep their supplies and implementa.

The great want of this tribe is a sufficiency of suitable land for farming pur-
poses. If this want were supplied, they would soon be in a comfortable condition.
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Constables have been appointed to maintain order on this reserve, and the effect has.
been the repression of the liquor traffic, and of vice generally,

On the reserve at Quesnelle there is a considerable quantity of good agricultural
land. TheIndians occupying it have not, as yet, however, attempted to farm., Imple-
ments were given to them last summer, and they will probably now make an effort
to cultivate land. These Indians are employed as boatmen, and they also hunt and
trap fur-bearing animals. The estimated annual value of the furs thus taken by this
band amounts to $100,000, the Indians receiving payment therefor in goods, the duty
upon which, at this point alone, is estimated to average $16,000 per annum.

The reserve at Alexaundria is situated on both sides of the Fraser River, Some
of the land on the western side of the river is suitable for farming. On the east side,
however, it is totally unfit. The Indians on the latter portion of the reserve appear
to have become thoroughly demoralized, owing to the presence of two licensed
taverns in close proximity to their vlllage, whereat they obtain intoxicants ad
Libitum. The result is, that sickness and destitution are observable in every dwelling.
A different state of things exists on the portion of the reserve that lies on the west-
ern side of the river. The houses of the Indians on that tract are described as being
well built and kept clean.

On the Alkali Lake Reserve ome hundred and seventy-nine Indians reside.
There is a considerable quantity of good land in this reserve. It, however, requires
irrigation to render it cultivable, and this cannot be obtained without the perform-
ance of much labor, and the exercise of an amount of skill in building a dam, which
these Indians do not possess. In the meantime they cultivate but ninety acres of

land, using the balance of the land as grazing ground for their horses, of which they
possess five hundred., ’ ‘

These Indians, as a rule, are industrious and temperate in their habits. They
work on wages for their white neighbors, and hunt. They are enabled from these
sources to support their families in some degree of comfort. On the Reserve at Dog
Creek their are only eleven Indians, They have thirty acres of arable land, from
which they manage to obtain a subsistence.

The band occupying the reserve at Canoe Creek consists of one hundred and
seventy-cighth souls. The quantity of cultivable land in the reserve does not amount
to eighty-nine acres. These Indians are described as a useless lot of people. They live
in idleness, not having a sufficiency of cultivable land to occupy their time in tilling
it. They, however, own over five hundred horses.

The population of the band in occupation of the reserve at Clinton is sixty-one.
These Indians used to be notorious as drunkards and for disorderly conduct generally.’
By the exertions in their behalf of the Government agent at Clinton, Mr. Soues,
they have now became models of sobriety and decorum. Many of them obtain cm-
ployment at remunerative wages from the white people of the locality.
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Implements and seed were supplied these Indians in the spring; but for want of
water for irrigating the land, it did not oven yield, in 1833, as much as was planted in
it, and the agent states that even when the land is irrigated the area will not he
sufficient to yield support for more than one-third of the band.

The number of Indians on the Pavilion Reserve is seventy-one, There is but
little agricultural land on the reserve, and the largest portion of it is of the poorest
quality. Another reserve was, however, allotted to these Indians on the opposite
side of the Fraser, which is reported to contain good agricultural land; and as
many of the younger merabers of the band have acquired a knowledge of farm work
from the white farmers in the neighborhood, for whom they have been in the habit
of working, they will, no doubt, turn this knowledge to good account when they
begin to work the land on the new tract allotted to their band,

The chief of this band has purchased from a white man a farm of fifty acres
near the reserve. Some of these Indians engage in gold mining on their own ac-
count with, however, but limited success.

The band who occupy the Fountain Resorve rumber two hundred and thirteen
souls. They own about one hundred and seven acres of cultivable laad. These
Indians suffered a severe loss by the decease, last winter, of their excellent chief,
Chilpuseltz. He was a most worthy man and displayed much judgment and ability
in the management of his band and reserve. They are, as a result, an excmplary
body of Indians, both as regards industry and general behavior. Many of them
work at gold mining.

Nine members of this band purchased a good farm from a white sottler. It is
sitnated abont nine mile3 from the reserve.

On the reserve at Lillooet there are one hundred and seventeen resident Indians,
The agricultural land in this tract does not exceed a quarter of an acre for each alult,
and owing to the number of years it has been under crop continually, the return
from the land is now scarcely worth the labor involved in tilling it. Their houses are
as a rule, of a good description, and are kept in a creditable manner. These Indians
are very industrious and enterprising, engaging with ckill in gold mining. They
have applied for a school to be established on the reserve.

The Indians occupying the reserve at Bridge River number eighty souls. This
reserve, thcugh extonsive in area, really comprehends but little arable land, and the
latter is rocky in character and of poor quality.

The houses of these Indians are remarkable for the good workmanship displayed
in their construction, and for the neat manner in which they are kept.

The members of this band are expert in gold mining; but owing to the
mines having become exhausted, they now barely earn a temporary subsistence from
that occupation.
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The resorve at Cayoosh, which is distant about three miles from Lillooet, is
occupied by eighty Indians. They have only ten acres of farm land in the traect.

Thirty-six members of the band have no lands to cultivate. These Indians also work
at gold mining,

On the reserve at Pashilquce (which is described by the surveyor as Cayoosh
Reserve No. 2), situate about five miles south of Cayoosh Reserve, there is a resident
Indian population of only thirty-six souls. They have fenced in and put under culti-
vation about ten acres of very poor and stony land ; and the agent reports thut there
is not sufficient water in the locality to irrigate one-half of that small quantity of
land. These Indians also engage in mining for gold.

The Chuwack Reserve, which is sitnated on the Fraser, about six miles further
south, is occupiod by a small band of fifteen Indians. They have about ten acres of
good land on the reserve, and as they cultivate the whole of it, they have a larger
area in proportion under crop, and are therefore in better circumstances than the
other bands previously referred to.

On this reserve the agent discovered that some Chinese, workers in the mines,
had introduced the smoking of opinm among the Indians, and information having
been laid before him against five of these foreigners for violating the law in this
respect, they were convicted and severally fined $50 and costs.

The reserve at High Bar, which is sitnated about forty miles north of Lillooet,
on the Fraser River, is occupied by & band of forty Indians. They have only ten
acros of cultivable land. There is a large quantity of good land in the reserve,
whioh is, however, not arable, owing to the lack of water for irrigating it. These
Indians are describled as being thriftless, lazy and poverty stricken. They live on
the fruit of the chase, and deer being plentiful in the locality, they can always
procure a supply of food.

The Chilcotin Indians have not as yet been allotted roserves. They are dis-
tributed among several bands. That of Chief Toosey consists of ninety six souls,
Owing to the small number of salmon (which was insufficient to feed even those that
were fishing) caught last season and the total failure of the crop of berries, theso
Indians will, it is feared, suffer great privation during this winter.

The band of Chief Anohern comprises one hundred and ninety-three Indians.
They have established a village and have erected a church building upon a large flat
of land, situated about forty miles up the Chilcotin River, where they have also
fenced in about fifty acres ; but owing to the frost having in the year 1883 destroyed
their crop, they were indisposed to plant extensively last year.

The band of Chief Kanim reside at a short distance down stream from the village
last described. These Indians prefer hunting and trapping to manual labor.

The band of Chief Kivek, numbering forty-five souls, occupy a village a few
miles distant from that of Kanim's band. They are also hunters and trappers.
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The Chilcotin Indians are most anxions to have reserves allotted to them.
There are grist mills in the part ot the country which they frequent, and the Indians
are not slow to recognize the advantage that will accrue to them from having these
facilities for turning their grain into flour; but they say that, until they are assured
in tho possession of the lands claimed by them, by the same being regularly allotted
to them, thoy are afraid to make any important progress in cultivating land, lest it
should bo pre-ompted by white men, and they would then loze the fruit of their labor.
The Indian Reserve Commissioner will, it is expected, be able to settle, in the ensuing
spring, the land question for the Chilcotin Indians,

The character of the Indians generally of this agency for industry and propriety
of conduct is well known, They have also acquired, from working for the white
farmers ian the district, a knowledge of farming; but the proportion of land fit for
tillago allotted to them, as is amply demonstrated in the description above given of
each reserve, quite puts it out of their power to earn a subsistonce from that source;
and as hunting and trapping, on which the greater number of these Indians depend
for a living, and gold mining, in which many of them also engage, are rapidly be-
coming exhausted as means of supply for them, it appears imperative that additional
land, that can be farmed with profit, should be furnished to them without farther
delay.

Kamloops and Okanagan.

The Indian Agents for both of the above districts having resigned in the early
part of the season, Mr. Joseph W. McKay, who was appointed, as has been already
stated, Indian Agent for the north-west coast, but who had returned to Victoria,
owing to the refusal of the Indians at Metlahkatla and Fort Simpson to recognize
him as their agent, was, by order of Your Excellency in Coanzil, of the 30th of June
last, appointed Indian Agent for the Kamloops and Okanagan districts. It was
thought that considering the advanced state of the Indians of these districts, one
Agent might be sufficient; and therefore, as a matter of economy, Mr. McKay was
charged with the duty of superintending the Indians of both districts, thus saving
one-fourth of the amount of salary previoasly paid the two agents.

In consequence of the changes above referred to in the Indian Agency for these
two districts, no annual report has been received respecting the Indian bands and
reserves thorein.

The Department has, however, no reason for concluding that the past year was
other than one of prosperity and progress with the Indians of those parts of the
Province. Their past record shows them to be an industrious and, in many instances,
an enterprising people. Those inhabiting the district of Kamloops are distributed
among sixtcen bands, resident on as many reserves. They derive their principal
means of support from agriculture, salmon fishing, and manual labor on railways,
steamboats, and on the farms of white settlers.
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The Indiars of the Okanagan district consist of thirteen bands, who occupy am
equsal number of reserves. They oultivate land to some extent, but their principal
means of support are derived from stook raising.

ACCOUNTANT'S BRANCH.

The amount at the credit of the Indian Fund, which consists of all moneys which
have accrued from annuities secured to the Indians under Treaty, as well as from
salos of land, surrendered by them to be sold for their benefit, and which funds are
held in trust for the benefit of numerous Indian Tribes and Bands, was, on the 30th
June, 1884, $3,271,910.02, being an increase of $121,381.27 over the amount at the
eredit of the fund on the same date last year.

. The expenditure from the same furd during the fiscal year amounted to
$271,437.90, being $7,133.18 less than last year’s expenditure.

The following statement shows the expenditure on account of the Parliamentary
appropriations during the same period:—
Manitoba and North-West...cceeeseressescarcessossocssescesss $1,025,673.68
Now Brunswick.....cccceveneresatssesssssansescssconsoosessese 4,843 59
NOVA SCOtIBeeeeerrsresrarsesscsrresssersasssarsassssssssoasesses 3,769.61
British Columbia....ccsee e cosessrssseossessssssesssose oee 45,691.12
Prince Edward Island...ccsseeesces.cecsscsccsesreasersnsase 1,993.87

Accounts kept and balanced daily 215, being 15 more than those of last year.

Pay cheques issued, 5,300, being 852 in excess of those issued last year. Certifi-
cates for credits, 165, being 10 more than last year.

Statements with vouchers forwarded to the Auditor-General, 48.

Statement B, placed herewith, and the subsidiary statements, Nos. 1 to 65, in-
elusive, which follow it, contain details of rovenue and expenditure in connection
with the respective tribal accounts; and Statement C 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and the seven-
teen subsidiary statements from A. to P following, supply similar information with
respect to the Parliamentary appropriatione for Indian purposes.

LAND SALES BRANCH.
The quantity of land sold during the year for the benefit of the Iédiuns, was.
24,1751 acres. The sales of these lands amounted to $44,610.28,
The approximate quantity of Indian land now in the hands of the Department.
for disposal is 473,910 acres.

The collections made on account of old and new sales of land and timber
amounted to $85,672.81.
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Tabular Statement No. 1, which will be found among the appendices to this
report, contains particulars in respect to the various lots and the quantity of land sold
in each township during the year. It also shows the area of land in each township
remaining unsold.

GENERAL BUSINESS,

Location tickets issued and entered..... vicceesscereeccresenorensenes . 37
The number of new land sales entered.....c...cccesicecreccaes vereares 393
« payments on leases entered....cceseeceereecsesaeness 578

Agents’ returns examined, &c. “ creesatenecesiracsincess 219
Assignments of lands examined and registered............. cevenees 259
Descriptions for patents examined, &C..ccceuvrrireeriervricrroiranes 247
Patents examined and despatched...cceceeeveerieenenerinianrnan.. 242

. Cancellations of patents.......ccciveeccieeniiencccecrncccseeecneee B
Cancellations of sales of lands...cceevvieerereerorcrroiioceenonnnes 497

The number of letters received during the year was 14,778, being an increase of
2,102 over the year 1883. :

The number of letters written was 11,938, covering 16,007 folios, being an in-
crease of 1,472 letters and 1,821 folios over last year.

Memoranda, reports, &c., covering 1,839 folios.

Besides the above there is a large amount of work done in the shape of memor-
anda for letters to be written and for things to be done, reports on accounts, on schools,
on returns of property, on returns of supplies issued and in store; on claims to and on
other matters respecting land transactions; on surveys; the drawing of plans and
other technical work connected therewith, and with the erection of buildings, and
with the construction of ditches, fences, bridges, and roads. Numerous searches have
also to be frequently made for documents and for information in respect to past
transactions. Of all of this work no record has been or can be conveniently kept.

Placed herewith will be found the reports for the past year, which have been.
received from the Commissioners, Superintendents and Agents connected with the
outside service of this Department; also the usual statement showing the population
of the various Tribes and Bands of Indians in the several Provinces, Districts and
Territories of the Dominion; and a statement showing the property owned, produce
raised, and the value of the other industries followed by the Indians; likewise a state-
ment of the condition ot the various industrial institutions and schools conducted
in the intorests of the Indians of the Dominion.

All respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. MACDONALD,
Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs.
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SPECIAL APPENDIX TO SUPERINTEDENT GENERAL’S
RFPORT.

InpiaN RxsERVE COMMISSION, ‘
Viororia, B.C., 7th June, 1884.
“The Right Honorable ,
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa. .

Sir,—When en route to Douglas, I was requested by Captain John, the Chief of
the Scowlitz, Harrison River Indians, to allot for their use a patch of timber land on
the right bank of Harrison River; and as I considered that the land previously re-
served for them contained an insufficient supply of wood, I made a Reserve, No. 3,
which is fully described in the minutes of decision herewith ¢nclosed.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
‘ Your obedient servant,
P. O'REILLY, LR.C.

MINUTES oF DECISION.
Scowlitz Indians.
No. 3.

A reserve of three hundred and eeventy-five acres, situated on the right bank
of Harrison River, at the mouth of Squawkum Creek.

. Commencing &t a fir tree, marked ¢ Indian Reserve,” about twenty-four chains
west of the fortysix-mile post, on the Canadian Pacific Railway, and running
north seventy chains ; thence east one hundred chains ; thence sonth to the Harrison
River; thence along the right bank of the said river to the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way; and thence along the boundary of the said Railway in a westerly direction vo

the point of commencement,
P. O'REILLY, LR.C.
Harrison Rrver, B.C, Tth May, 1884,

INDIAN RESERVE CoMMISSION,
Vicroria, B.C., Tth June, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Str,—I have the honor to forward herewith rough sketches and minutes of
decision of the reserves allotted by me on the 6th May to the Chehalis Indians resident
at Harrison River. .

As previously reported, this band was visited by me in May, 1881, but owing to
the absenoce of the chief and the greater number of his people, I could not then deal
with their lands.
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During a conversation with “Squalis” (Captain Bob),the chief, he complained that,
owing to want of hay, his tribe had two years ago lost eighty-five head of cattle, and
that his present reserve was principally sand and gravel, and therefore requestoed that
some hay and timber land should be given him,

Having examined the localities I made the following reservations :—

No. 1. A tract of land of five hundred and twenty-five acres (situated to the
north of and adjoining the old Chehalis Reserve) containing ninty acres of open
grassy meadow, on which an abundant suﬁply of hay canbo obtained ; it also inclndes
the Indian potato gardens, and about one hundred acres of good bottom land, which,
if cleared and cultivated, would produce large crops. The remainder is principally
rocky and covered with scrub timber.

No. 2. A plot of sixty acres, situated on the left bank of Harrison River about
a mile above the Chehalis Village. The old burial ground of the tribe is included in
ihis reservation., The soil for the most part is of inferior quality, but being well
wooded is specially valued by the Indians.

This tribe number about one hundred and twentysix, viz., forty-eight men,
fifty-two women, twenty-six children. Their principal fishery is on the Harrison
Rapids, immediately in front of their village.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
P. O'REILLY, Z R. C.

MinuTes oF DECISION,

Chehalis Indians.

The old Chehalis Reserve of six hundred and twenty-six acres is horeby con-
firmed, with an addition of five hundred and twenty-five acres, described as fol-
lows :(—

Commencing at the northern corner post of the old reserve, and running north
to a point duc west of the south-eastern corner post of Mr. George Morris’ claim ;
thence east to tho said corner post ; thence following the elough in a southerly direction
to the north-eastern corner of Mr. A. Onderdonk’s claim ; thence along the no:thern
and western boundaraies of the said claim, to the boundary of the old reserve, and
thence magnetic west forty chains to the place of commencement.

No. 2.

A reserve of sixly acres, situated on the left bank of Harrison River, about a
mile above Chehalis.

Commencing at a fir marked “ Indian Reserve,” on the left bank of the river
and running south ten chains; thence east thirty chains; thence north to the
Harrison River ; and thence following the left bank of the said river to the place of

commencement.
P. OREILLY, LR.C.
Harrisox, B. C,, 6th May, 1884,

INDIAN RESERVE COMMISSION,
Viororia, B.C,, 6th June, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Ste,—I have the honor to inform you that on the 5th ultimo I visited the band
of Indians residing at Douglas, to complete the work left unfinished on my former
visit to that place. (See report, 15th March, 1882.)
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The chief, ¢ Jim Douglas,” was absent at New Westminster, but I was fortunate
in securing the attendance of the second chief, “ Paul,” a very intellitient Indian,
who, with the principal men of his tribe, accompanied me to view the land they
wished reserved for them. Their demands being roasonable, I had no difficulty in
allotting to them the following tracts :— '

No. 6.

“Le-lach-en,” situated on the Lillooet River, about three miles from its mouth,
contains sixty acres, and includes the two favorite fishing stations used by this band.
Apart from its value as a fishery, the land is worthless, being principally rocky,
covered with timber of small size.

No. 7
Is an ancient graveyard, situated on the right bank of the Lillooet River,

No. 8

Is a reserve of about six hundred and sixty-six acres, having a frontage on
Douglas Lake and the Lillooet River, and its northern boundary is the now deserted
town of Douglas.

The greater part of this land, though good soil, is subject to overflow during the
freshets. Were it cleared it would produce good crops of hay. About ten acres
have been cultivated by the Indians as potato gardens, Cedar, spruce and cotton-
wood, in sufficient quantities for the use of the tribe, are found on this reserve.

This completes the reservations for the Douglas tribe, as far as I am able to
deal! with them ; but I would respectfully call your attention to the concluding para-

aph in my .report of the 15th of March, 1832, in reference to the Pemberton
eadows.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

P. O'REILLY, LR.C.

MiNuTEs oF DEcision.
Douglas Indians.
No. 6.

¢« Le-la-chen,” a resorve of sixty acres, situated on the Lillooet River, about three
miles from its mouth.

Commencing at a cedar marked ¢ Indian Reserve,” on the right bank of Lillooet
River, and running oast ten chains; thence south thirty chains; thence west twenty
chains ; thence north thirty chains ; and thence east ton chains, to the place of com-
mencement,

No 7.

A graveyard of about three-quarters of an acre, situated on the right bank of
Lillocet River, about a quarter of & mile below * Le-la-chen.”

Commencing at a cedar marked ¢ Indian Reserve,” and running west two chains ;
thence south three chains ; thence east to the Lillooet River; and thenco up the right
bank of the said river to the place of commencement.
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No. 8.

Douglas, a reserve of six hundred and sixty-six acres, situated on the eastern
shore of Douglas Lake and both banks of the Lillooet River,

Commencing at a cedar marked “Indian Reserve,” on the right bank of the
Lillooet River, at the mouth of * Slickquot ” Creek, and running south sixty chains ;
thenco cast one hundred and fifty chains ; thence north sixty chains; thence west
twenty chains ; thence north to a point dnoe east of the south-eastern corner of
Douglas town site ; thonce west to tho said corner ; thence along’ the eastern shore
of Douglas Lake to the most southerly point thereof ; thence west to the Lillooet
River ; and thence up the right bank of the said river to the place of commencement.

P. O'REILLY, LR.C.
Douaras, B.C., 5th May, 1884,

InpIAN RESERVE COMMISSION,
Vicroria, B, C., June 5th, 1884.
“The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Str,—1I have the honor to state for your information that, having completed the
rescrvation of land for tho Yale Indians, I proceeded, on the 26th of April, to Spuz-
zum, ton miles distant.

It was at this place that Mr. Sproat, the late Indian Reserve Commissioner, on
tho 21st of May, 1878, included in tho Indian Roserve fifty-two acres of land for
which Mr. L. Malatesta had obtained a Crown grant. After a voluminous corre-
spondence betwcen the Provincial and Dominion Governments, it was docided that
the former should pay to the Indians the sum of $325 as compensation, and that an
equal amount of land should be given to thom elsewhere.

The circumstances having been explained to tho chief and his people, I examined
the ground they wished reserved for them, and allotted:

No. 1. A piece containing seventy-five acres, adjoining the southern boundary of
the old reserve. Like most of the land in this locality, it is utterly worthless for
agricultural purposes. It is prized by the Indians only on account of the timber on
it, which, when converted into cordwood, finds a ready sale.

No. 2 is a picce of land situated two miles below the Alexandria bridge, contain-
ing about nine acres, which includes three acres recorded on the 19th of March, 1866,
by an Indian woman named Coweki-noe. The woman is dead; but, as the Indians
desire to have it, I have added this piece of land to the fishing station reserved by
Mr. Sproat on the 21st of May, 1878. With the exception of two potato patches, the
ground is rocky and valueless,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obediont servant,
P. O'REILLY, IL.R.C.

MixuTEs orF Dxcision,
PN Spuzzum Indians.
No. 1.

A rosorve of sevanty-five acres, sitzated on the rizht bank of Fraser River, nine
miles above Yale.
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Commencing at the south-western corner of the old Spuzzum Reserve and run-
ning south twenty chains ; thence east to the Frazer River; thence up the right
bank of the said river to the south-eastern corner of the old reserve; and thence
along its southern boundary to the place of commencement.

No. 2.

A reserve of nine acres, situated on the left bank of Fraser River, about two-
miles below the Alexandria bridge.

Commencing at the north-eastern corner of the old fishing reserve and running
north twenty chains; thence west to the Fraser River; thence down the left bank of
the said river to the north-western corner of the said resorve; and thence along its
northern boundary to the place of commoncement.

: P. O'REILLY, L.E.C.
Spuzzum, B.C,, 26th April, 1884,

InNp1sN REsErVE CoMMISSION,
Vicroria, B.C., 5th June, 1884,

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-Genoral of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to report that in accordance with the suggestion con-
tained in your letier to Dr. Powell, of the 17th January, 1882 (No. 96), I proceeded
to Yale on the 23rd of April to visit the Kuthlalth Reserve. .

Mr. Sproat, tho late Indian Reserve Commissioner, had already defined a reser-
vation at thig place, but had omitted to give the Indiaus any timber lands. Having
made an examination of the ground, I found it desirable to extend the boundaries in
an ezsterly direction, and I assigned to thetribe one hundred and sixty eight acres,
which, except for the firewood upon it, is utterly valueless, being gravel soil of the

rest description,

I enclose herewith a rough sketch and minute of decision of the land referred to.

I bave the honor to be Sir,
Your obedicnt servant,
P. O'REILLY, I R.C.

MiNuTES oF DECISION.
Yale Indians.

A reserve of one hundred and sixty-eight acres, situated on the left bank of
Fraser River, about ono mile above the town of Yale and adjoining the Kuthlalth

Reserve.
Commencing at the south-eastern corner of the Kuthlalth Reserve and running

east forty chains; thence north sixty chains; thence west to the Fraser River;
thence down the left bank of the said river to the boundary of the Kathlalth Reserve ;
and thence following the said boundary in a sontherly direction to the place of com--

menccment,
P. O'REILLY, IZR.C.
Yarg, B.C., 25th April, 1884,
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InDIAN RESERVE COMMISSION,
Victoria, B.C., 16th December, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that, as previously reported in my letter
of the 11th June, I proceeded to Kootenay (vid Portland and the Northern Pacific
Railroad to Sand Point), and arrived at Wild Horse Creek on the 4th July, where I
was met by ‘ Isidore,” the Chief of the Upper Kootenay Indians, accompanied by
most of his tribe.

I explained the object of my visit, and invited them to show me what lands they
most desired to have reserved. Owing, however, to their exoessive demands, and
not being provided with a competent interpreter, I decided to defer the consideration
of their land question, and to proceed to the ¢ Tobacco Plains,” 60 miles sonth of
Wild Horse Creek, where a portion ofthe tribe resides, ¢ David ’ being sub-chief; and
here I was fortunate in being able to secure the services of an experienced interpre-
ter, Mr. John Campbell, who is favorabiy known to the Indians,

I found “David,” the sub-chief, quite as unreasonable in his demands as
“Isidore” had been, claiming the whole country from the boundary line to the
Columbia Lakes, an area of 1,100 square miles, and I had great difficulty in inducing
him to listen to any proposals to the contrary. He repeatedly referred to the large
reserves allotted by the United States Government to the Indians, containing mil-
lions of acres, and compared them with the small area he asked for. He also pointed
out that the chiefs on American territory, only a few miles to the sonth, received an
annual J)ension of $500.00 each ; and he complained that the Kootenay Indians had
recoeived nothing at the hands of the Dominion Government, though the Crees,
Blackfeet and Stoneys, on the other side of the mountains, had been furnished with
stock, sceds, implements, and even rations.

M. Phillips, the only settler in this part of the district, rendered me much assist-
ance at this place. by supplying general information as to the character of the land.
He accompanied me when riding over the country with the chief.

Having made a thorough examination of the most suitable localities, I reserved for
the use of this tribe a tract of land containing 11,360 acres, consisting principally of
open, rolling ground, interspersed with belts of timber, pine, larch andtir. The houses
of this branch of the Kootenay tribe aresiluated in immediate proximity to the boun-
dary line ; they have four acres of land cuitivated as gardens, and about twenty more
clozely adjacent may be used for a similar purposec. At the northern boundary of this
veserve, a stream of water flows from the mountains, but sinks into the ground soon
atter it leaves-the hills. If fllned, which could be easily done, and at comparatively
small outlay, it might be brought to a flat of fairly good land, containg about 120
-acres.

This reserve is principally valuable as a stock range, the snowfall generally being
light ; and the Indians drive their horses and cattle here in the spring when grass is
not to be found elsewhere.

On the 22nd July I returned to Wild Horse Creek, and lost no time in apprizing
the Indians of my readiness to confer with them. They waited upon me in a body,
headed by their chief, “Isidore.”” No result was obtained, however, for several
days. The chief stated, again and again, that he would not accept any limits to his
reservation, unless they included the whole valley of the Kootenay and Coiumbia
Rivers (from the International boundary line) and followed the base of the Rocky
Mountains to the boat landing on the Columbia River. He also refused to give the
census of his people, the number of their stock, &:. This was afterwards obtained
for me by Mr. D. McLaughlin, an old resident of Kootenay. Mr. McLaughlin speaks
the lax;%nage and knows every Indian in the district. His return may, therefore, be
accepted as correct. I informed the chief that I could notaccede to any such demand
a8 thatsmade by him, nor could I form any idea of what was necessary for the require-
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ments of the tribe until I had visited the land. After a good deal of persuasion he-
promised to accompany me on the following day.

This examination occupied several days, and at length I decided upon the limits
of rfservation No. 1, as described in the rough plan and minutes of decision herewith
enclosed.

No. 1. Reserve is bounded by the St. Mary’s and Kootenay Rivers, both of which
are accessible 10 cattle ; there are a few alkali lakes, but no running streams. It
contains 18,150 acres ; of this some 5,000 acres are of small value, being par'ly wash-

avel flats on the St. Mary's River, extending the whole lergth of the southern
ﬁnndary; and the remainder, a ridge of rough, stony, lightly timbered land, situated
in the centre of the reserve. The principal value of this reservation is the range to
the west, containing approximately 5,000 acres of excellent bunch grass, and the
swamp lands to the east, on the banks of the Kootenay, from which a good supply of
hay can be obtained. Should the reclamation scheme in the hands of Mr. Baillie
Grohman (and which is encouraged by the Local Government) prove & success,
this low stretch of bottom land (which is overflowed during the greater part of the
summer) may become of considerable value.

On this reserve, at the time of my visit, about sixteen acres were cultivated
without irrigation ; the foil is poor and gravelly, and crops are consequently light.

The principal village of the Kootenays, cobsisting of fortyseven houses, is
situated on the south bark of the St. Mary’s River, on the property of the Rev.
Father Fouquet. The ““St. Eugene Miscion ” has been establiched by the Roman
Catholics at this place, and hore the Indians congregate during the winter months.

On the 5th August I arrived at the Lower Columbia Lake, the place of residence:
of another portion of the Kootenay tribe, and of whom ¢ Moyeas " is the chief. Here,
again, I was met by requests for a greater area of land than I considered necessary,
although their demands were not so excessive as those of the other portions of the
tribe, and I found them more amenable 10 reason. They also had a greater claim to
favorable consideration, as they had evidently dene their best to fence and cultivate
such portions of the lard as could be irrigated, and had erected comfortable houses
for themselves, which they showed me with commendable pride. Having ridden
over the land with the chief, and examined the crops and improvemeunts, I decided
to allot to them a tract of lJand embracing 8,320 acres, as showun on rough plan and
minutes of decision. Of this, about 100 acres is cultivable, the remainder is broken,
rolling and gravelly, lightly timbered with pine ard fir, and more or less rocky as it
apprcaches the base cf the mountains. About 800 acres is grasry swamp on the -
bank of the river, covered by the water at its lowest stages. The Indians prize this,
a8 affording feed for their cattle in winter.

The abandoned pre-emption claims of Thomas Jones, Edward Chancey and
Sophie Morischo are included in this reservation. The two former were cancellen
in the Land Office at Kootenay, and Mrs. Morischo, who is now living in Americad
territory, left the country some yearsago, when she sold her improvements consisting
of houses, fencing, &c., to the Indians. :

3 A limited quantity of swamp hay can be cut on the abandoncd claim of Mr,
OneH.

Until recently, these Indians subsisted almost entirely on the products of their
annual hunt on the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains, and on the salmon which
formerly were abundant in the Columbia River. These sources of supply being
exhausted and game not very plentiful in their owr country, they now depend chiefly
on their cattle, horses, and gardens, supplemented by what they can earn as herders,
packers, or laborers. Considering that until the last few years they had seen nothing
of farming operations, scme of their little patches are very cieditable to them.
Wheat, peas and potatoes are their favorite crops; the former being packed to the
Mission on St. Mary’s River, where there is a small flour mill,

A considerable trade is carried on with the Stobey Indians, who cross the
mountains to buy horses in exchange for rifles, ammunition and furs.
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618 Thc]a Indians of the Upper Kootenay number 28! and possess 2,611 horses, and
cattle.

On completing my work in the Upper Kootenay Valley, I proceeded to visit that
of the Lower Kootenay and the Indians resident there. I arrived on the 26th August,
and after examination I found that, owing to the periodical overflow of the river,
which extends to the very base of the mountains, it was impossible to procure land
suitable for agricultural or even garden purposes in that valley,

Through the interpreter, Mr McLaughlin, the Indians acked that land be given
them on the 1ight bank of the Kootenay River, about 24 miles north of the Inter-
national boundary line. 1 acceded to their request, and made Reservation No. 4,
though most reluctantly, for a more worthless piece of land, in its present condition,
cannot well be imagined.

Of the 1,600 acres so reserved, 1,200 are swampy marsh land, inurdated during
the freshets, and never quite dry, even at low water. About 500 acres of open,
grassy land might be sufficiently reclaimed to grow swamp hay, by cutting through
the banks of the river, which are higher' than the surrcunding country.

Should the Kootenay reclamation scheme be carried out, the whole 1,200 acres
could be brought into cullivation, and would, I believe, prove 2 valuable piece of
land. The soil ie an alluvial loam, with clay in placer, and a top stratum of vege-
table mould. The banks of the river are covered with a dense growth of willow and
crab, with cottonwocd interspersed. The remaining 400 acres, situated on the foot
hills of the mountain, are absolutely worthlees, except for the rcrub timber upon
them, which affoids an abuncant supply of fuel. An attempt has been made by the
Indians to cultivate four small patches on the hill-side. All of these have failed, the
crop barely returning the seed planted.

This branch of the Kootenay tribe i: the least advanced in civilization, being
far removed from any white settlement. Foimerly, they crosred the Rocky Moun.
tains to hunt, but the buffalo being exterminated, they now dcpend principally on
fish and berries for their subsistence, and are frequently in di-trcss when these are
not obtainable. They have the character of being superstitious, lazy and deceitful,
and are great adepts at gambling. They pumber fifty-two men, thirty-five women
and seventy-three children, a total of 160, of whom *St, Pierre” is the sub-chief;
and they are posseescd of forty horres and five cattle, '

In conclusion, I think it well to state again, that I experienced very great dif-
ficulty in dealing with the Indians of the Kcotenay country. ‘Their demands for large
tracts of land were induced by the reasons 1 have before given, but I am glad to
say that finally they appeared eatiefied with the allotments made for them, and
which, I believe, will not materially interfere with white settlement,

I have the horor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
P. O'REILLY,
Indian Reserve Commissioner,

MinuTEs oF DEcisIoN.
Upper Kootenay Indians.
No. 1.

A reserve of eighteen thousand one hundred and fifty acres (approximately)
situated at the mouth of St. Mary’s River, Kootenay district.

Commencing at the south-eastern corner post of B. M. Jenkin's pre-emption,
No. 2, and running west three hundred and twenty chaips; thence south to
the St. Mary’s River; thence down the left bank of the said river to its confluence
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with the Kootenay River; and thence up theright bank of the said Kootenay River
to the place of commencement.
P, O'REILLY, LR.C.

Kootenay, B.C., 20th August, 1884,

Upper Kootenay Indians.
No. 2.

A reserve of ten thousand five hundred and sixty acres (approximately)
situated at Tobacco Plains, Kootenay distriet.

Commencing at &8 monument on the International boundary line, at the foot of -
the Rocky Mountains, and running east ten chains; thence north twenty chains ;
thence west eighty chains; thence north five hundred chains; thence west two
hundred chains; thence south five hundred and twenty chains; and thence east two
handred and seventy chains, to the place of commencement.

All water flowing through this reserve is allotted for the use of the Indians.

P. O'REILLY, LR.C.
Kootenay, B.C., 18th July, 1884,

Upper Kootenay Indians.

No. 3.

A regerve of eight thousand three hundred and twenty acres (approximately),
situated between the Lower Columbia Lake and the Rocky Mountains, Kootenay
district.

Commencing at the south-western corner of Mr. G. Hope Johnston's pre-emption,
No. 23, and running east eighty chains ; thence south eighty chains; thence east two
hundred and twenty chains; thence south two hundred and eighty chains ; thence
east one hundred and twenty chains; thence south two hundred chains; thence
west to the Columbia River; thence following the right bank of the said river,
and the Lower Columbia Lake to the south-westerly corner post of John Jones
purchased claim ; and thence along the southern and eastern boundaries of the said
claim to the point of commencement.

All water flowing through this reservation is assigned for the use of the Indians.

P. O'REILLY, 1. R. C.
KooTENaY, B. C., 9th August, 1884.

MinuTeEs or Droision.
Lower Kootenay Indians.

A’ reserve of one thousand six-hundred acres (approximately), situated on
the right bank of the Kootenay River, about three miles north of the Intercolonial
boundary line.

Commencing at a pine tree marked “ Indian Reserve,” and running east forty
chains; thence south one hundred apd eighty chains; thence west to the Koote-
nay River ; thence down the right bank of the said river to a point due west of the
starting point ; and thence east to the place of commencement.

P. O'REILLY, LR.C.
Lownr KooreNay, B. O., 28th August, 1884,
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INDIAN RESERVE CoMMISSION,
Viororia, B.C., 17th December, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that on the 11th of August I visited a band
of Indians, offshoots of the Shuswap tribe, near Kamloops, who, under the leader-
ships of a Chief named “ Kinbasket,” some forty years ago migrated from Shuswap and
sottled in the Columbia valley. Although connected by marriage and association
. with the Kootenays, this band has preserved its language and individuality, and
presents a favorable contrast to its neighbors, being superior to them in every respect.

After much conversation with ¢ Kinbasket,” in presence of the tribe, he stated
that he wished to have his land at the foot of the Lower Columbia Lake, where he had
lived for many years, Their demands were, I considered, in excess of their require-
ments ; so_after a careful examination, I allotted them two thousand seven hundred
acres on the right bank of the Columbia River. This includes their church, their
houses, and their cultivated ground, also a prairie containing about four hu~dred
acres of excellent soil to irrigate, which water can be brought without difficulty
from Shuswap Creek. The greater part of the reserve is poor quality soil, much
broken with ravines and thickly timbered with fir and pine, both black andred. At
the time of my last visit, twenty-eight acres were under fence aud partly cultivated ;
some thousands of aplit rails were on the ground. in readiness to fence their land
80 soon as it was defined. Owing to the depth of the snow fall this is uot a good
winter range for cattle; consequently the necessity for providing fodder will be an
inducement to these Indians to utilize their agricultural land, of which they have an
abundance. At present their horses exist during the winter on the grass and rushes
standing above the ice in the river bottoms. These Indians number fifty-eight, and
own three hundred and twelve horses and two cows; they bear an excellent
character for industry, and have been continually employed by the Railway survey

arties as packers and canoemen. They are good guides, hunters and trappers.
hey exhibit a strong desire 10 engage in agriculture, and will, I think, turn their
land to good account.

A large and profitable salmon fishery formerly existed on this reserve, bat for
some years past only a few fish have been caught by the Indians, owing to the estab
lishment olP many canneries, and the systematic destruction of the fish in the
Columbia River in American territory.

In every case, where practicable, a supply of water has been reserved, sufficient
for the use of this band, as is more particularly described in the m:nutes of decision
forwarded herewith.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
P. O'REILLY, LR.

MinuTESs oF DEoIsIoN.
Shuswap Indians— Kinbasket’s Band, Columbia Lakes.

A reserve of two thousand seven hundred acres (approximately), situated
on the right bank of Columbia River, near the foot of the Lower Columbia Lake,
Kootenay district. .

Commencing at & fir tree marked ‘Indian Reserve,” and running east fifteen
chains ; thence north one hundred and twenty chains; thence west sixty chains;

-thence north eighty chains ; thence west forty chains ; thence north forty chains;
thence west to the Columbia River ; thence upthe right bank of the said river to a
point due west of the starting point ; and thence east to the place of commencement.

The water of Shuswap Creek (which flows through this reserve) and 100 inches
of water from Aylmer Creek, are also allotted for use on this reserve.

P. OREILLY, LR.C.
KooteNaY, B.C., 14 August, 1884,
3—a
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

GRAND RIVER SUPERINTENDENCY,

BranTFORD, 26th August, 1884.
The Right Honorable

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sie,—I beg to transmit my Aunual Report and tabular statement for the year
ended 30th June last.

In the completion of twenty-two years’ service as your visiting Superintendent
and Commissioner for this Agency, I can give positive assurance of marked progress
by the Indian people under my charge, in all that pertains to their prosperity—in
population, education, moral and social condition, and in their agricnltnra})industry,
to which nearly all, happily, adapt themselves. :

During the year named, the changes in population have been :

In the Six Nations :— ‘

Births ....... cioceiniiierinienttinieniiii ctiieniiiii s ce s e e s enee. 99
Additions by returned absentees and their wives. ......ceerernees 13

112

Deaths.. eevecrerinirie citieiriieieitoiiriieccuceeecsscenses 83

Removals, women married into other bandg.......... 3
— 86
IDCrease c.ocoeeersrineivsncnnies sereccansen cerenes 26

In the Mississaguas :—

Birth8 .cceee.eeae crerveseerannne cseseanens P §
Additions by marriage........... correcreenntees ceverreseenene aeenene 4

Increase..coeciceiernicennceniens cornianenncenneee '
The Six Nations number.............. ceeenne Ceevereseenasenes eesenens 3,230
The Mississaguas * ............ vre.crerecnsen P ] .

. 11
DOALRS ....onveireiteetiiiareiciinese cecerirececssencreen. seesesensss 8
3

Total population....cucerressreenieccraeeess. 3,448

The rule excluding illegitimates has, it is believed, a salutary effect. The
general health, as reported by the medical attendants, has been fair, bat which, it is
thought, would be much improved were the dam across the Grand River at
Cslegonia removed, and a proper system of drainage adopted for the Reserve. The
Six Nations met with a serious loss in the death of their interpreter, Chief George
H. M. Johnson, at the age of 68, whose end was hastened by wounds inflicted on
two occasions some years ago, by a tavern keeper and wood depredators, for dis-
charging his duty. He was most active, enterprising, and zealous in the mainten-
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ance of the rights and nationality of his people, faithful and fearless in obedience to
any command, and most loyal to Her Majesty the Queen.

The School Board of the Six Nations continues its successful work, as shown by
the accompanying report of its honorary secretary.

In addition to their eight schools are four others. The Mohawk Institute, with
its ninety quils (male and female), supported by the New England Company, of
London, England, is still in charge of its Superintendent, Mr. R. Ashton, who bas
carried into effect the training of Indian teachers, thus supplying a—hitherto—great
want.

The Indians are advancing in agriculture, as is shown by many of their farms.
Their houses, outbuildings and fences are generally good.

In my last Annual Report I had to refer to a deficient crop ; now, unfortunately,
to one 80 much more serious, 88 to necessitate relief in provisions to a number of
families.

The grist and saw mills alluded to in my last year’s Report have been completed
and are in successful operation, to the convenience and benefit of the paople.

In October last the Six Nations Agricultural Society held its sixteenth annual
show in their spacious building and grounds, and notwithstanding the failure in
orops, J)roved to be, on.the whole, an excellent—though small—exhibit in grain,
stock, dairy products, vegetables, preserves, needlework, and even the fine arts.

The press was represented by several reporters, and the editorial columns of one
of the nowspapers closed an article with the following paragraph :— '

* ¢ No intelligent man could have attended this agricaltural ézhibition by the Six
Nations Indians without being convinced of the great progress made during the past
few years in the moral, intellectual and physical condition of these tribes of the
aboriginal inhabitants of Canada, whatever may be said to the contrary by super-
ficial observers and commentators on Indian morality, progress and civilization,”
While another editor remarked : ¢ The exhibition serves f?llly to demounstrate, in a
marked degree, the rapid and continued onward progress of our red neighbours.”

In consequence of similar shows inadjoining townships the attendance of whites
was much smaller than usual, but several prominent gentlemen from Brantford,
and some farmers, were intere:ted and surprised with what they saw.

The Six Nations annual ploughing matches came off at a later day, during fine
weather, The soil proved rather dry. There were ten adult competitors (fewer
than usual) for the seven useful prizes, the youths having their matches on a subse-
quent day.

Many spectators were present.

In presenting the Governor General’s prize plough to the winner, Jackson
Jimison, I took occasion to address those present, pointing out the necessity for
§ood and deep ploughing; that all should practice it, become skilled, and contend

or the prizes offered. A

At the close of an article upon the ploughing matches, the editor observes :—

* Wereturned, after an agreeable day, impressed with the conviction, that our
Indian neighbours are progressing, and are entitled to the "highest encominms for
the great mental, moral and material improvement they are making year after
year.”

It is pleasant, too, to relate increased zoal in the performance of statute labour,
and that much werk is done, while the numerous culverts and bridges are cared for
at congiderable cost. _

The spirit and aim of the Indian Act, for the suppression of giving or sellin
liquor to Indians, has, I regret to state, been frustrated by repeated and successfu
efforts of counsel to question the provisions of the Act.

This course renders some amendment necessary, in order to prevent interference
with an object of such paramount importance to the Indian race.

The Indian Councilg and people generally are strong advocates for the exclusion
of liquor, and it is a matter of surprise and regret that any one should assiat in op-
})osing the benevolent wishes of the Government, and the earnest desire of the

ndians for their own welfare,
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Upon the departure of His Excellency the Marquis of Lorne, and Her Royal
Highness the Princess Louise, the Six Nations Council sent & farewell address, to
which a gracious answer was given.

And, upon the arrival of His Excellency the Marquis of Lansdowne and Lady
Lansdowne, a decorated address of welcome was forwarded, which received an
admirable lengthy reply.

Upon learning of the death of His Royal Highness the Duke of Albany, the Chiefs
again evinced their sympathy and loyalty, by a message of condolence to the Queen,
Her Majesty most graciously responding, with Her grateful thanks.

In October last His Hounor the Lieutenant-Governor and Mrs. Robinson, ac-
companied by the Provincial Secretary and Mrs, Hardy, with several gentlemen,
visited the Chiefs in their Council House.

The Governor was received in a most loyal spirited manner, with a royal salute,
the bands playing the National Anthem.

After opening a Council and interchange of addresses, His Honor left with
similar manifestations' as upon his arrival.

In conclueion, I have to refer to the usual fitting recognition of Her Majesty’s
Birthday, upon the 24th of May, which was celebrated with the proverbial ¢ Queen’s
weather,” by about 1,200 Indians in gay attire, the customary programme being
carried into effect in & most creditable manner.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

J. P. GILKISON,
| Visiting Superiniendent and Commissioner.

WavLproLE IsLAND AGENCY,
WaALLACEBURGH, ONTARIO, 25th August, 1884,
The Right Honorable
I'he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—In accordance with instructions contained in your circular of 3rd April
last, 1 herewith transmit census and tabular statement of the Chippawas and
Pottawattamies of this Agency, for the year ended 30th June, 1884, together with
a copy of the census of both bands taken by me in April last.

Owing to the almost total failure of crops in the season of 1883, the Indians had
pretty hard work to get through the winter, but with a few exceptions they managed
to get through without much hardship. The harvest for this year (1881) is mow
nearly over, and crops of all kinds are exceptionally good.

The Indians are turning their attention more to cultivating the land, and are
making some progress. Those who confine themselves entirely to agriculture are in
much the best circumstances,

You will notice by the tabular statement sent herewith that many of them have
quite a good exhibit.

The Indians are for the most part very comfortable in their houses, many of
them having all the necessaries and some of the luxuries found in the houses of the
better class of white farmers.

The crops, such as corn, potatoes, beans, &c., have been very well attended to
this year, in the way of hoeing and cultivating, and have given much encouragement
in the increased yield, showing that it is well worth their while to cultivate the land.
There will be a larger quantity of wheat sown this fall than usual, as they are
beginning to see the advantage of having their bread for the coming season ensured.

i'he land is of the beat quality, and will produce all kinds of crops with very
little labor.  Fruit of all kinds grows with very little trouble. Many of the Indians
have fino orchards and raise considerable fruit for sale.

3—13
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The Indians are giving more attention to the housing and feeding of their stock
during the winter, but there is plenty of room for improvement in this particular,

A better breed of cgttle and borses is much needed, as their stock is pretty well
run out. A new breed of pigs altogether would be a positive advantage.

There are two schools on the island, the Chippewa school, under the auspices of
the Church of England, and the Pottawattamie school, under that of the Methodist
Church. Both of these schools have been kept fairly well during the last year, and
the children have made some progress. The average attendance has not been very
large but has been more regular, and a better system of teaching has been adopted.
Many of the parents are getting quite anxious about the education of their children.
Divine service is held in both churches every Sunday, which is well attended, The
Indians appear at church clean and well dressed, and are orderly and attentive.

The Pottawattamies have the frame of a new church up, and expéot to finieh it
before winter, when they will use the old church for a Council House.

There is very little imtemperance among the Irdians, only a few of the older
ones being noticeable in that way, the younger Indians being for the most part
sober and well behaved.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

ALEX, McKELVEY,
Indian Agent.

WEeSTERN SUPERINTENDENOY—I18T DIVIsron.
SarnN1A, 2nd September, 1883,
. The Right Honorable
l%he; Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to ‘submit the following Report, together with tabular
stggtement, in regard to the Indian Bandin my Agency, for the year ended 30th Juns,
1884.

This being my first Report I would say that since my appointment I have spent
a good deal of my time on the reserves, I havetried as mucﬂ as possible to stimulate
the Indians under my charge to industry in the culture of their lands,

Last year their crops were almost a failure, on account of the wet weather and
the lack of proper drainage on the Indian farms. But this year, [ am happy to
say, their crops are very ?ood

In preparing the tabular statement, I have been careful to get my estimates as
nearly correot as possible, from personal inspection and from the information the
different Indians were able to give me.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A, ENGLISH,
Indian Agent.

———

WESTERN SUPERINTENDENCY—2ND Division,
SteaTHROY, ONTARIO, 28th August, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-Generalfof Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

- Sir,~I have the honor to forward herewith tabular statement and my annual
report of the several bands of Indians within my Agency, for the year ended 30th
June last, as requested by your circular, dated 3rd April, 1884:—
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The Oneidas of the Thames number...ccc.cceeceeecenees corvecesenss  TT0
Births cveeierenieeennns Gereerecreratensearasest pbresaneintnns 25
DOoALhS civeeeeeeiiireineeirientiereetierestenesestonccnareesenne 15

Increase..eee.veeences sovessernnncess 10

The Chippewas of the Thames number...ccee.eivieereiireieiee. 452
DEBLNS cevereneirriecnreiensresrerrnsrsorecassiocnrsosacosienses 18
Births...cccivveee crrerennncesennes crreeeenne cereneneen veeene . 10

Decrease...coveerviernens eeeeenenanaas 8

The Munceys of the Thames number.........cocccevveencruraeen-. 123
BirthSeeere i ivueiieieiiarcecesceees seceeresesnsivisesiaceses 8
Deaths ......... . reeesitastaent taeiteeenenstannraconn s orine 7

INCrease. .ccoeeee virereirencennnee oon 1 .
Total..e.creeeerinerieneensenens reeeessetecensennn ceenes 1,345

The Oneidas of the Thames live in the Township of Delaware, County of Middle-
sex, and occupy a reserve of 5,400 acres. -

The three schools on this reserve are doing tolerably well, and are fairly attended.
During the past year a very creditable two-story hall was built on the sonth-west
part of the reserve, chiefly through the exertions and supervision of Dr. Oronhya-
tekha, their medical adviser, who spared neither time nor painsover its erection. It
is used as & council house for the band, and also as a lodge room for the Orange
Society and the Good Templars.

The Chippewas and Munceys live in the Township of Carados, County of
Middlesex, and occupy a reserve of 12,095 acres of the best land in the townsbip.

The schools on this reserve are not attended so well as we imagine they ought
to be. A namber of the Indians who live towards the western part of the reserve
are very much away and have their families along with them, thus depriving their
children of the opportunity of attending school for a considerable portion of the year,
while & very large percentage of the others are very remiss in sending their children
to school. The agent and teachers have been trying to impress upon the parents
thus remiss the necessity of enforcing more regular attendance, still a very large
amount of carelessness exists.

The Methodist Society has built, during the past year, a very neat comfortable
church on the northern part of the reserve, which, we trust, will be the means of
much good.

Tho Mount Elgin Industrial School, under the efficient management of the Rev.
Wm. W. Shepherd, continues to do good work.

The usual supply of blankets has been distributed amongst the aged, infirm and
sick Indians. .

The state of the roserve shows a gradual degree of improvement since the
unused portions of it have been leased to whites, as good fences are made, and the
scrubby timber #nd brush are disappearing.

Owing to the unusual flood of July and the early frost of August, a very large
portion of the crops within my agency were destroyed. The Indians suffered very
much loss in consequence.

A very respectable percontage of the Indians are church members. The Church
of England and Methodist Missionary Society have missions on the Caradoc Reserve.
They also, with the regular Baptists, have missions on the Oneida Reserve.

The general health of the people during the year has besn good.

The Indians are gradually prospering in intelligence and civilization. The
great majority of them are well clothed, and make a very respectable appearance in
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public among the whites, for whom a number of them are, during & very large por-
tion of the year working.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

THOMAS GORDON,
Indian Agent.

WESTERN SUPERINTENDENCY—3RD DIVIBION,
HiareATE, ONTARIO, 20th August, 1884.
The Right Honorable
‘The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit herewith my annual Report and tabular
statement, showing statistics of progress made by the Indians of this Agency. This
band or tribe is known as the Moravians of the Thames, and now numbers 275,which
is an increase of 7 since last report. The general health of the Indians, at the
present time, is all that could be desired.

School matters have improved during the past year. The Department erected a
new school house on the reserve last fall, with which the Indians are very much
pleased ; it has caused a better attendance of the children, who are making fair
progress in their studies,

I cannot give as good a crop report as last year, although there was as large a
number of acres under cultivation.

Wheat was a fair crop; oats fair ; potatoes and roots good ; corn and beans were
a total failure, having been destroyed by the frost in September. This was a serious
loss to the Indians, as they depend on their corn for bread through the winter.

There has been an increase in the number of tons of hay, owing to & number
having seeded down some of their old land, which is a step in the right direction:

The Indians held their second Agricultural Fair on the 25th of October. It
was a decided success. The entries were numerous, the attendance large, and the
quality of the exhibits, particularly in grain and roots, would compare favor-
ably with many white township exhibitions. They take a great interest in this

fair. I am sure itis doing great good among them, as they are already taking
greater peins tilling the ground and putting in their crops.

There has also been an increase in the number of acres of new land broken,
which, I think, is a direct result ot the agricultaral fair, as many are not slow to
perceive that in order to secure a prize, they must have new land to raise from, and
not the same fields that have been eropped and re-cropped for the last twenty or thirty
years.
The roads on the reserve are kept in good order by the Indians themselves, very
little help being asked from the Department in this respect. *

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant, -

JOHN BEATTIE,
Indian Agent.

NoRTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY—DIvIsioN No. 1.
INpIAN OFricE, MANITOWANING, ONTARIO, 26th August, 1884,
The Right Honorable
he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

. Sie,~I have the honor to transmit my Report upon Indian affairs within thig
Superintendency for the year ended 30th June last,
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The past winter has been one of much hardship to many of the Indians under
my charge, caused by an unusually early and severe frost, which greatly injured the
Ccrops.

The corn crop, which is next in importance to the potato crop, was entirely
destroyed. Potatoes also were, in many instances, frozen in the ground. This defi-
ciency in their food supply caused the prospect,at the commencement of the winter,
to be anything but cheering. This condition of matters was reported to the Depart-
ment, and I was promptly placed in funds to relieve all cases otP actual need amongst
the Indians.

As the wintor advanced, many of the Indians obtained employment gotting out
railway ties, also on the railway works now in progress, thus enabling them to main-
tain themseclves and their families without assistance. Others were not so fortunate,
and had to use their seed grain, and it became apparent, when the planting season
arrived, that seed potatoes and grain would have to be furnished to many who would
otherwise have been unable to put in crop. This was done, and from the appearance
of their gardens, which bid fair to yield abundantly, it is hoped that the comin
harvost will place the Indians in a condition to go through the winter well provide
with food.

Owing to the scarcity of grain and the reduced catch of fars, and also to the
diminished take of fish for domestic use, the latter caused principally by the pound
nets, which are now becoming numerous along the shures of the Georgian Bay, the
Indians are boginning to realize that a great change is taking place in their condition,
and that they will be compelled to devote themselves more Lo the cultivation of the
ground than heretofore, and also to avail themselves of the opportunities for employ-
ment afforded by the saw mills, lumber shanties and railway works now in progress.
The labor of the Indian is in freqaent request for such work, also as deck hands on
steamboats, and on surveying parties, and would be still more so if he could be relied
upon to work for a stated term. It is, however, too frequently the case, that as soon
a3 the Indian has worked for a week or two he gets dissatisfied and wants a change.
This uncertainty makes their services less in request than they otherwise would be, as
they are generally considered quick, intelligent and good workmen.

The hoeulth of the various bands has been fairly satisfactory. -All reserves
accessible from Mauitowaning are periodically visited by the medical officer, Dr.
%ZdM Stephen, who takes an active and kindly interest in the welfare of the

ndians.

Thoe sale of liquor to Indians contirues, I regret to say, notwithstanding the
efforts mado for its suppression, and during the year seventeen Indians have been
fined or imprisoned for intoxication; and, wherever practicable, those who supplied
the liquor have been prosecutel. Oune case, the conviction in which had n
appealed, was argued before the judge of this district and the conviction confirmed.

The reserves on the north shore being rarely visited, are more exposed to the
machinations of the liquor sellers, and the difficnlty in getting the Indians to give
evidence against them renders it extremely difficult to bring such offenders to
justice. :
Schools have been in operation during the year at Wikwemikong (boys, girls
and industrial), Wikwemikonsing, Buzwales, Sheguiandah, West Bay and Sheshe-
gwaning, upon this island, and at Whitefish Lake, Whitefish River, Mississagua and

erpent Rivers, on the north shore. During the past winter most of the schouls were
visited (in some cases two or three times) and generally a decided improvement was
noticed. During the past summer the schools have been inspected by R. McLean,
Esq., Public School Inspector, who will doubtless report tully to the Department.
Considerable improvements have been made by the Indians to the roads through
their reserves npon this island.

The bridge or roadway to connect Barrie Island with the Manitoulin Island has
been completed and will be a great boon to settlers on Barrie Island.

The Superintendent’s dwelling house and Indian office at Manitowaning having
become dilapidated, the building has boen placed in repair and now presents a
greatly improved appearance.
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The premises fo? so many years oocupied as a dwelling house and surgery for
the medical officer to the Indians at this place, being past repair, have been sold,
and an allowance made to the doctor in lieu of rent.

The wharf and storehouse at this place, the property of the Department, have
been leased for aterm of three years, from the 7th September last, at 8250 per
annum,

The sum of $10,600 has been, during the yesr, distributed amongst the Indians
as annuity under the Robinson Treaty and interest upon invested capital.

The sum of $438.21 has been granted towards the relief of distressed Indians
during the past winter and spring. A portion of that ameunt has been repaid by
those whose circumstances enabled them to do so.

A supply of blankets has been received and distributed amongst the old, sick
and infirm Indians,

I believe I may safely say, that although some loss was experienced by the des-
truction of the crops by frost last fall, yet notwithstanding that circumstance, during
the year a considerable degree of prosperity has been enjoyed, and the prospect of an
abundant harvest renders the outlook favorable in the extreme for the coming year.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JAS. C. PHIPPS,
Visiting Superintendent.

NoRTHERN SUPERINTENDENcY—DiIvision No. 2.
Parry Sounp, OnraRrIO, 26th August, 1884.
The Right Honorable .

The Superintendent-General of Indisn Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—1I beg to report that I have just concluded the annual annuity visit to the
various bands of Indians in this widely spread Superintendency.

As a whole, I find them happy, contented and evincing, at all events, a desire to

"advance in the path of civilization, while some add strong effort to the mere wish.

The Parry Island Band of Indians —the most favorably situated of any in this
superintendency—seem to make laudable efforts in agricultural matters. The
abundant demand, however, for labor at adjacent lumbering establishments, tempts
them, as well a8 many white settlers, to neglect the cultivation of the soil for more
congenial occupations. In educational matters the advauce is slow but steady, and a
fair amount of interest is shown in their two ‘schools,

To the Shawanaga Band, the same conditions apply, so that agriculture is not
carried on with a desirable zeal. One very serious impediment to agricultural pro-
gress, is 8 migratory habit in which this {and indulges. About the beginning of
July they move, bag and baggage, from one part of their reserve—the gardens—to
another—the fishing ground—where they remain till fall. By so doing, they leave
their scanty crops in a great measure to take care of themselves. I am glad to say,
however, that the educational interests of the children are fairly well attended to.

The Henvey Inlet Band is very unfavorably circumstanced as far as agricultural
matters are considered. Their reserve consists almost entirely of burnt, flat rock,
with here and there a patch of dry, sharp sand, and occasional saucer shaped hollows
in the rock, of from } to 1 acre in extent, in which has accumulated decayed veget-
able matters. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the Henvey Inlet Indians seem to
be very superior in intelligence and energy. They perform a sort of statute labor
among themselves and seek after thorough tribal organization under the Indian Act.
Their school is in an admirable state of efficiency, and they are to be congratulated
on having amongst them their present schoolmaster and his family.

The Dokis Band may correctly be termed a tribe of shopkeepers or traders. On
my return journey I met the principal members of this community on their way
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home from Penetanguishene with four or five boats and large canoes, deeply laden with
provisions, groceries, dry goods, sleighs, sewing machines, &c., &6. The property in
their possession might be app?oximately valued at from $1,500 to $2,000. With
these goods they will trade during the coming fall and winter. They do not occupy
their reserve; neither do they attend much to agriculture, nor have they any school.

The Nipissing Band of Indians occupy a laige and fertile reserve on the northern
shore of Liake Nipissing, the value of which has been much enhanced by the Canada
Pacific Railway passing through it, and by the growth of the village of Sturgeon
Falls, close to ila western boundary. Though possessed of au abundance of fertile
land, they do not seem to make much effort at farming. During the past year they
have been largely employed on the C.P. Railway and in lumbering operations.
Drunkenness was reported among them, and two parties were prosecuted under the
90th section of the Indian Act. This band, thongh possessed of a large interest fund,
does not keep any school, and the existence of discord in its midst convinced me
that the present is an inopportune time at which to introduce educational affairs. I
hope a more favorable opgortunity will present iteelf next year.

The Temogamingue Band is really a tribe of nomads. I met thom at the Hud-
son’s Bay Co.’s factory,on Lake Temogamingue, at & point 40 miles due west of Liake
Temiscamingue, on the Ottawa River. Thoy were nearly all living in tents. Hunt-
ing and trapping seem to be their principal occupations. They are, however, very
solicitous about their backward condition, and earnestly desire that a reserve be sur-
veyed for them, so that thoy may settle dowa and devote themselves to agriculture.
On pressing the subject of education on their attention, they promised that as soon
as they had settled do #n on a reserve, they would build a school-house and pass a
resolution, yielding into the hands of the Indian Department, $1.00 per capita, out
of their annuity money, towards the salary of a school teacher.

The Gibson Reserve, occupied by part of the Oka Band of Indians,is in an unau-
sually prosperous condition. Comfort and plenty seem on every hand. Both the old
and newly-elected chief assured me that they were all prosperous, happy and con-
tented ; and I only found one unfortunate consumptive who was not so. They have
about 220 acres under cultivation, of which 50 acres were cleared last spring. The
soil of the reserve is very good, producing oats 4and 5 feet in height, and 55 bushels
per acre. The settlement, at present, consists of 33 families of 117 souls. They esti-
mate their present crop as follows :—Peas, 150 bushels; oats, 600 bushels; rye, 100
bushels; turnips, 600 bushels; potatoes, 7,000 bushels; timothy hay, 50 tons ; beaver
bay, 30 tons. Besides winning these agricultural prodacts from the soil, the band
has peeled 221 cords of tan bark, for which they have received $3.50 per cord. They
have also earned, during the year, about $1,700, by the maunufacture of lacrosse sticks
and whip stocks, and about $1,200 at saw-mill work. In the way of stock, they own
6 horses, 7 yokes of oxen, 16 cows and 16 head of young stock. The school accom-
modation is very insufficient. At my suggestion a public meeting of the band will
be called, when it is expected thatsteps-will be taken to erect a larger and more com-
modious school-house. At present there are 21 pupils on the roll, and an average
daily attendance of 10.

I have the honor:to be, Sir,
Yeur obedient servant,
THOS. S. WALTON,
Indian Superintendent:

NoRTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY—DivisioN No. 3.
SauLt STE. MARIE, 23rd August, 1884.

The Right Honorable

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to enclose to you my Annual Report, for the year ended
30th June, 1884, of the Garlen River, Batchewana and Michipicoten Bands of Indians
under my charge. :
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As will be seen from my statistical statement, the grain crops have fallen off
considerably this year. This was mainly owing to the bad season and early frost,
the greater part of the Indian corn and wheat havifig been destroyed. The potato
crop was not what was expected, owing to the ravages of the Colorado beetle. Other
industries have been about the same as heretofore. )

From the fact of no lumbering operations having been conducted on Indian
lands this year, the Indians have been obliged to go elsewhere for work. Some
found it at the mines, on the border of the surrendered portion of the Garden River
Reserve, while some found winter employment in the United States. .

There were several deaths during the year, mostly from age and consumption.

'The whiskey evil still prevails, and, from the want of a constable, the Indians
escape punishment. As I before stated, the close &)roximlty of the reserve to the
United States enables the Indian to purchase and bring over what whiskey he
requires. One man met his death from this cause this spring. He was drowned
from his boat, while returning at night to Garden River. .

The Indians still anxiously enquire as to the time when the arrears, to which
they consider themselves entitled, will be paid. I have told them that the matter is
still under the consideration of the Department. .

The quantity of land sold in the various townships in my agency during the past
year was 3,019 acres, and there is a prospect of more being taken up by settlers this
fall.

The attendance at the schools is anything but satisfactory. The parents will not
insist on their children going to school, and every opportunity is taken for holiday.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
: Your most obedient servant,

WM, YAN ABBOTT,
Indian Lands Agent.

NorTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY—DivisioN No. 4.
INpIAN OFFIcE, PorRT ARTHUR, ONTARIO, 30th August, 1884,

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

- Sir,~I have the honor to transmit herewith tabular statement and list of
Indians and property under my care for the past year. Since my last Annual Re-
port, I may say that the Indians are more prosperous, particularly in the agricultural
way. Their crop of potatoes this year will be about 7,050 bushels, being 2,350 bush-
else in excess of last year. They will have a fair return of turnips, carrots and -
beets, The fish are abundant, and the prices high. This is owing to the building of
the Canadian Pacific Railway along the coast of ﬁake Superior. V%ages are also good,
and those willing to work have made money.

The health of the Indians generally has been good. Diphtheria broke out
among the Pic River band, and also an affection of the throat, like croup. I was
telegraphed to by the ex-chief, that the children were dying and wanted medical
assistance, and I replied immediately to burn equal parts of tar and turpentine in &
dish and fumigate the room or wigwam. This was done, getting the remedy from
Mr. Spence, of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and it had the effect of eradicating the
disease entirely. This was while making my annuity payment tour last Jaly, and
finding the remedy so effectual, I bought and distributed 200 bottles among the
different bands, as a protection,

I may say that intoxicating drink has been given to the Indians this year by
unprincipled railroad navvies or men, at Fort William, Red Rock and Pic River. The
public works going on is the causo of this. A special constable (an [ndian) has been
appointed at tne Pic River, by my request, for their protection, and two extra
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ronstables at Fort William. At the latter place a lock-up is much required to confine
night marauders who have been arrested, until they can be brought before the legal
authorities for trial. As it is now, many escape.

The boys’ and girls’ schools at Fort William are well kept and attended, also the
school at Red Rock, which has an excellent teacher, and which has been lately much
improved by the supply of school books, tablet lessons, and a blackboard, furnished
by the Department, much to the encouragement of the teacher and the children.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. P. DONNELLY,
Indian Agent.

Couxty oF ReENPREW, GOLDEN LAKE AGENCY,
SouTH ALGoNA, ONTARIO, 11th July, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sie,—1 have the honor to submit the following report on Indian affairs within
this Agency for the year ended 30th June, 1884; also tabular statement.

During the past year two Indians have died—one was killed in & drunken quarrel
with another Indian, and the other, who was 80 years of age and lived alone, was
burned to death in his shanty.

There were two births during the year.

The crops, owing to the dry weather, do not look well,

The lands in the agency have been divided among the families composing the
band and location tickets issued to each head of a family. They are very much
pleased at this, and promise that they will now take much more interest in farming,
as each one will have his own land to work upon.

The old chief has been deposed, on account of his age and incompetence, and a
new chief has been elected, who takes great interest in the affairs of the band, and
has now the members engaged in opening roads where they are required.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JAMES PAUL,
Indian Agent.

County oF Hasrings, TYENDINAGA AGENCY,
SHANNONVILLE, 18t September, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—TI have the hounor to transmit, for your information, the following Report,
together with the tabular statement, for the year ended the 30th June,
1884 This band now numbers 965, being an increase of sixteen during thé year;
their were thirty births and fourteen deaths.

There are four schools on this reserve, and I am pleased to be able to report that
they are fairly attended, and that favorable progress is made,

I regret, however, to say, that some of the teachers have not been what we
anticipated.

The farming operations are steadily progressing; the crops were good and pro-
visions were plenti}')ul during the year.

A number of those who have devoted their attention to farming have done very
well, as the land on this reserve is well adapted for that purpose. -
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" The greater part of the land under cultivation is occupied by white tenants
whose term of lease expires this fall. A number of the buildings and the fences
generally have become very dilapidated. The Indians are beginning to see the
necessity of leasing their lands for a longer term, in order to allow the tenants to
make suitable improvements-{hereon,

The amount distributed during the year,such as salaries, pensions, annuities, &c.,
was about ($5,881.98) five thousand eight hundred and eighty-one dollars and ninety-
eight cents.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
MATHEW HILL,
Indian Agent.

SiMCOE AGENCY,
GEORGINA, ONTARIO, 8th August, 1824.
‘The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit my Annual Report and tabular statement
herewith, for the year ended 30th June, 1884,

The population shows a net increase of two during the year; the result of five
births, one marriage, two deaths, and two expulsions. The last mentioned, Jacob
Johnson and wife, for continued absence and other irregularities.

There is no nominal change in the quantity or value of land improvements in
extent, yet practically there is a great improvement in the condition of the land as
cultivated. A great portion only Eartially cleared is being more improved since my
last report, and the great object I have in view is to do well what is in hand before
pushing into the wooded portion of the reserve.

There still remain many rough places in the district cultivated, wbich require
attention.

A good many are making good progress in farming. There are a few who
neglect to improve their opportunities, and I have tried hard to get them to follow
the good example of others.

he yield of produce last year was considerably more than the previous year,
and I think the present year promises even better results.

‘We had the pleasure of a visit from Mr, Inspector Dingman, who complimented
the band on the apparent good condition of their farming and general thrift.

Two new houses have been built during the year, and the chief has in course of
construction & very nice frame barn, which, with improvements he is making in
drainage, and in fencing, will make his place quite attractive. A new school house is
also in process of completion ; it is very neat, and will no doubt serve an excellent

urpose.
P pg‘wo or three of the band were unfortunate in losing their horses, which was a
serious loss. :

I have much pleasure in referring to the progress the children are making at
school under Mr, Mayes, the teacher, and the continued good average attendance.

I made an effort to let pasture on Georgina Island this summer, but di® not
succeed very well, taking only a few cattle. It happens that many stock breeders
found pasture elsewhere this season, and besides our facilities for conveying animals
to and fro are not good, and rather discouraging to those who might be induced to
engage pasture. I was anxious to turn this pastare land to good account, to get
back the outlay for seed. We hope to succeed better next year.

Intemperance is rare, though a few cases do ecrop up, which I have made vain
efforts to restrain, but the great portion of the band as a rule is generally temporate.
On the whole the band is decidedly progressive. The live stock is in excellent con-
tion and tolerably yvell housed in winter.
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The church property is now neatly fenced with boards, and the appearance of
the new school house alongside adds much to the locality. The lot opposite bas been
as yet unimproved, but this summer it is being cleared up, which will lessen the
danger to which the property is exposed from fire.

Chief Bigcanoe, who was re-elected the past spring, is a very active, energetic
man, and is improving his property rapidly, and is very ready to help those who
require and deserve it. Over and above his farming operations, he coltivates bees
successfully. He has this year either 13 or 15 hives; a very profitable industry.

I have found a market for firewood cut from dead trees for several of the band,
and this could be increased if an effort were made by those who farm but little.

I have the honor 1o be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. R. STEVENSON,
Indian Agent.

No Report from the Cape Croker Agency, the Agent having died before the end
of the fiscal year.

SAUGEEN AGENoY,
SavGeEx Reserv, 5th September, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to you my Annual Report and tabular state-
ment tor the year ended 30th June, 1884.

This band numbers 362, being a decrease of six during the year, caused by emi-

ration.
8 There have been 17 births, 16 deaths and 7 emigrations. The cause of death in
most cases was consumption,

You will notice a slight falling off in the crops, caused by the early frosis
which prevailed.

There has been a large decrease in the amount realized from fish. Last fall the
amount realized was $695, the fall previous the amount realized was $1,697.50.

There has been a large increase in the amount realized on culvert timber and
railway ties.

In other industries there has been a slight increase.

A very large proportion of this band are well conducted and of sober, steady
habits. There are a few idle and improvident Indians who are addicted to intemper-
ance whenever the opportunity offers. Every effort has been made to find out the
guilty parties and have them punished.

%Vo have three schools, which are well conducted, and the g‘upils are making
considerable advancement considering the opportunities they have had. The Inspec-
tor of Schools for the County thinks they will compare very favorably with many of
the white schools in his district.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN CREIGHTON,
Indian Agent.
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ALNWIOK AGENOY,
RosEnrATH, ONTARIO, 23RD August, 1884.
Tho Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit my Annual Report and tabular statement for
the year ended 30th June, 1884. By the latter it will be seen that the number of
the band is now 231, showing an increase of 14. Of these, 3 were admitted by
vote.

There has been a great decrease in the use of intoxicants among these
Indians during the past two years, probably due to the prosecution of those supply-
ing the liquor. I have committed four Indians during the year for drunkenness,
and one white man for supplying the drink. It is found very difficult to procure
c;])nviotions against the latter class, as the Indians will not give information against
them.

The greatest evil existing here is the anticipating of rents, in
some cases from two to seven years. The Indian goes to the temant and
receives the money, or its equivalent, allowing a very large discount, The money
is then injudiciously spent in a few weeks, and when winter comes, the families
suffer from the want of food and other necessaries. This cause also gives the agent
considerable trouble. The tenant claims that his rent has teen paid : the Indian has
gone from home hunting, and having no money to receive, does not come to sign the
pay list, and the signature of some other Indian must be obtained in lieu thereof.

The sanitary condition of the band is good, showing a great improvement in the
domestic habits of the members.

Fences are frequently consumed during the winter months for fuel.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN THACKERAY,
Indian Agent.

Mup anp Riok LAKE AGENCY,
: GorE's LANDING, 30th August, 1884.
The Right Honorable ‘
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

1884.‘?,111,--Enclosend please find tabular statement for the year ended the 30th June,
To the information contained in the tabular statement, I have very little to add.
The %ear has passed with very slight changes on either reserve.
he Indians of my agency continue to be as honest, temperate and industrious
a8 Indians ean be. In agricultural pursuits they make very slow, but evident
advancement.
The reserves being situated on the shores of Mud and Rice Lakes, the Indians are
tempted to go trapping, fishing and shooting, which they prefer to farming. Yet it
ives me pleasure to be able to state that there are exceptions, as some Indians of
th bands are working their lands very fairly.
The schools are supplied with very good teachers, Mud Lake school being taught
by an Indian, and the Rice Lake school by a young lady from Whitby.
There has been very little sickneas during the past year and nothing of import-
ance has occarred.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
EDWIN HARRIS,
Indian Agent.
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No Report from the Rama Agency, the Agent having died before the end of the
fiscal year.

PENETANGUISHENE AGENCY,
P@ErANGUISHENE, 26th Augus$, 1884.
The Right Honorable,
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit the following Report on Indian matters in this
Agency, accompaunied by the usnal tabular statement.

1 have taken every opportunity during the year,on my visits to the reservation,
to inspect thoroughly the lands under cultivation by the Indians, and to give them
instructions and explanations as to the best means of planting, sowing, and general
care of the crops, and I am pleased to report that on my last visit I found that they
had greatly profited by the instructions, and that the young crop gives assurance of
an excellent return. They have not as yet, however, nearly as much land under
cultivation as they should and could have, and I have strongly urged them to
increase their clearings. This I feel assured they will do, as I have received the
promise of quite a number to that effect.

The land on the reserve is very good, and is well timbered with hardwood.
The beech and maple on the island is very superior. I have seen trees over three
feet in diameter, and 8o straight in the grain that the Indians had split the timber
into rails eleven feet in length,

The early frost of last year destroyed a large quantity of the corn on the island,
entailing considerable hardship on the Indians, with whom it forms a large portion
of the winter’s food.

The chief and band, at the last council ‘meeting, expressed themselves very
thankful for the protection granted to their fishing grounds by the Department,
They say that they feel the improvement already, and that they can now catch fish
near home, in places where, for the last few years, they were quite unable to find
any. They are quite pleased at the prospects, and are fully persaaded that a fow
years' protection will restore their fishing grounds to the same plentiful state as that
in which they used to be.

I am pleased to be able to report that the Indians are abstaining from liquor
drinking, and that it is now an unusual thing to see an Indian intoxicated. I can
safely say that this is mainly owing to there being a resident agent here, as it is
with this town the Indians mainly trade. By repeated warnings to the hotel
keepers and liquor dealers I have succeeded in making it well nigh impossible for
any temptation to be thrown in the way of the Indians.

The band have adopted a very intelligent system of road-making on the reserva-
tion, similar to that under our municipal law. I am giving them every encourage-
ment to make good roads on the reservation, and this year they have done consider-
able work, They have already made a very fair waggon road, quite straight, and
extending back fully three miles. I have overy reason to believe that they will
have ambition enough to compete with their white neighbors, and that in a few
years the island will have the appearance of a well laid out township.

The school, which is under the charge of Mr. Wellington Salt, is very well con-
ducted, and the teacher is very painstaking, especially with the younger children, but
the average attendance continues small.® It has been still further reduced by the
removal of four scholars to the Shingwauk Home, and three to the Mount Kigin
Industrial Institution at Muncey Town,

The occasional employment of the Indians at Muskoka Mills, loading barges,
continues to be a great help to them, as they are very well paid for such work.

The health of the band has been very good, there having been only three
deaths, an old man, an old woman, and a young child.
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The band, generally, are contented and happy, and have very little contention
amongst themselves, kanow of only one dispute,snd that arose through the killing
of a sheep by dogs, and this I sottled by making the owner of the dogs pay for the

sheep.
f have visited the islands on the north shore, and am able to report that no
trespass has been committed during the past year.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

H. H, THOMPSON,
Indian Agent.

Scuaoe AGENcY, ONTARIO, 30th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit the following Report on Indian matters in this
agency, together with enclosed tabular statement, for the year ended 30th June, 1884,
The land on the Scugog Reserve is principally good grain producing and pasture
land, and contains 800 acres, 400 of which are surrendered and leased for the benefit
of the band. Of the remaining 400 acres, about 340 are cleared. About 250 acres of
this is now under & very fair state of cultivation. I am sorry to report that, with a
few exceptions, the Indians of this band do little or nothing towards farming their
land, outside of raising potatoes, corn and garden vegetables. This is owing princi-
pally to their not possessing the necessary hoes and implements, and also,
that they have been allowed to rent‘their lands, illegally,d40 white men year atter
ear. his last evil has, however, now been remedied, as all the crops grown
illegally on the reserve were seized by me, but were aftewards released on condition
that tor every load of grain or other produce removed a full load of manure would be
returned, delivered on the land, the lessors also signing an agreement not again to rent
any land on the reserve unless permitted to do so by the Superintendent-General of
Indian Affairs. This is, without doubt, the best plan to make the Indians use greater
efforts to work the land themselves. I have pleasure in reporting that, on my strongly
urging some of the Indians, they laid out all the money they could possibly spare
from their spring payments in buying seed grain and hiring teams to plough, and I
must say the result has been encouraging. Some of these Indians are really anxiouns
to work, and are good, strong, able men, and if helped judiciously, would soon show
great improvement. On the unsurrendered portion of the reserve there are very few
improvements, as there is not a single well or good substantial barn or stable, every-
thing being of a temporary kind. A small orchard on the reserve here and there
improves its appearance and supplies the Indians with a moderate amount of good
fruit. The fences are rapidly getting out of repair, and I find it a hard matter to
et the Indians to make an effort to improve them, rail timber being scarce.
%f some plan is not soon devised for improving this Fortion of the reserve, it
will deteriorate in value year after year. The 400 acres of surrendered land leased
Lo responsible men is improving as fast as can be expected, there being good barns
and stables, wells, &o., on the different places, and they are in a good state of cultiva-
tion, comparing favorably with any of the improved farms in the neighborhood. I
regret to have to report that the sale of intoxicants to Indians is still continned. I
yet hope to convict several parties who have supplied the Indians, but whom I ecannot
tine for want of evidence. This band now numbers forty-three, an increase of two
over last yedr. Their (feneral health is very good, there having been very little
sickness among them during the past year. School matters have been at a stand-
still for years, but I have at last induced a few of the Indians to send their children
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to the school adjoining the reserve. Not having a school of their own is a drawl ack,
as not a child of the band has been attending school for the past four years.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
GEO. B. MocDERMOT,
Indian Agent.

Mount ELGIN INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTION,
Muncey, OxTARIO, 30th June, 1884,

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

S18,—I have the honor to report upon the condition, wants and prospects of
Mount Elgin Industrial Institation at the close of my third year in charge, 30th June
1884,

The year will be memorable in the history of the Institution on account of the
disastrous flood of the Thames River, on July 11th, which swept the flats, taking
over seventy acres of a most beautiful and promising harvest, together with a large
amonnt of rail and board fence, which added very materially to the expenses of the
year.

e introduction, at the commencement of the year, of a carefully prepared
system of marks, promotions and rewards, has proved a great incentive to stady and
general good conduct. Two pupils successfully passed the entrance examination for
the High School at St. Thomas, and out of 103 successful candidates the two were
numbers six and seven. Two others failed to pass on one subject. The conduct of
the pupils has, cn the whole, been most exemplary.

The plan of having all the school in three divisions and only two of them in
school at the same time, has worked admirably,in all the departments of school and
industry, and will result in greater efficiency in all. It will be obvious that a
teacher devoting his full time to two classes can accomplish more for them in two
days than he could in three with four or five classes to divide his attention.

Although it is a regulation of the Institution that all quiIs leaving without the
permission of the Principal are considered dismissed and will not again be admitted,

ot this is not found to be a sufficient penalty to prevent them from going at certain

usy seasons when tempting offers are made or when they become restive over some
imaginary grievance. This occurs sometimes when a few months more would enable
them to pass for the High School. Could not this difficulty be largely obviated by
the Department requiring all parents and guardians (as a condition of their ohildren
being admitted to the advantage of the Institution) to sign articles of agreement
binding the parents and guardians to continus the pupils the full time of the agree-
ment ?

Would it not be an additional inducement to the pupil to fulfil the terms of

cement if the Department would retain the annuity money during all the years
of Institution life, to be refunded to the pupil, with interest, upon the production of
a certificate from the Principal showing that the terms of agrecment had beer
fulfilled ?

Again, if each pupil who succeeds in passing the entrance examination for the
High School could have the promise of six months or one year at the school free of
charge, would it not be a great incentive to study and to remain at the Institution.
This could be accomplished without a very heavy cxpenditure owing to our proximity
to the city of St. Thomas (twclve miles.) Fifty dollars per half year would settle the
account the pupil returning to the Institution from Friday till Monday of each week.
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With these additional inducements to study and the improvements on the build-
ings completed, we doubt not but that in a very few years we could supply a large
number of teachers for the Indian work.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

W. W. SHEPHERD.
Principal,

To the School Board of the Six Nations :
GENTLEMEN,—I beg to submit my Report for the year ended 30th June, 1884.

FINANOCIAL STATEMENT.

Receipts.
1883-84. To balance brought forward July, 1883...........c0cevee .o § 704 67
New HEngland Company’s Annual Grant..,..........$1,000 00
Six Nations do e reeseeses 1,600 00
Indian Department do creerenses 400 00
——$2,900 00
$3,604 67
Expenditure.

1883_84- By Salal'ies...un...........o..-....u....-uu.u............81,787 50
) Buildings and grounds ....cc...coiviiiicenciiiincennse oo 409 04
School furniture,......cceeseecerercrtnecsssne suos socessese 116 10

Ul 1eeveieeensricnsonseinensiossessatsressssoncstncessacsareas 9 25
School apparatus, books, &c..ceeeereeseaneene veesnesess  T1 00
Printing and office expenseB...cccececsnsivuececenees 29 19

Sundries :

Fees for children attending ‘white schools...$12 60
Travelling 0Xpenses..c.cesesreresereeessensenses 9 00

Priz‘38 09000080 Sessae ®ses 10006000 0s0000 000000 a. B 0B 0S 40 75
—— 62 35
———— 2,472 43
Balance in Bank of Montreal........cceeuens 1,132 24

$3,604 67

The yards connected with schools Nos, 2,3, 7,8 and 9 have been graded and
fenced. The yard at No. 7 was also considerably enlarged.

School-house No, 2 has been thoroughly repaired and re-painted. The repairs
and improvements to school No. 8 have not yet been carried out, but will be pro-
ceeded with at once.

1 beg to recommen1 that School-house No. 9 be enlarged ; that all the schools be
supplied with some ohairs for the use of visitors, and that arrangements be made for
the further improvement of school grounds, the planting of shade and ornamental
trees, and, where necessary, to provide for a supply of pure water.

I am happy to report that the educational progress of the schools has been very
satistactory. At the recent promotion examination, the percentage of passes was
82, as compared with 72 of last year.

I must refer you to the tabular statement for the relative condition of the seve-
ral schools, simply adding that No. 8 was kept back by the prevalence of measles
in the school section, which proved fatal to three of the scholars.
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There has been a large decrease (80) in the number of names upon the school
registers for the past year, although the average attendance shows a decrease of
only 14. The register number in school No. 2 has decreased 23; in school No. 10
16, and in No. 8, 14.

School No. 6 has been closed during the past six months, the attendance being
too small to warrant its maintenance. As stated in my former report, the inhabi-
tants of this section form the greater body of those of the Six Nations who adhere to
their primitive faith and customs, and present the most strenuous opposition to all
attempts to introduce education amongst them. Efforts have been made by in-
dividual members of the Board to induce them to send their children to school, and
many promised to meet the Board and discuss the subject, but on the day appointed
for the meeting, the chiefs called their people together to celebrate the * bear
dance,” consequently none attended the school meeting,

I recommend that the school be re-opened as soon as the corn crop is gathered,
and that an agent be specially employed to visit from house to house during the
winter months and use every possible means to induce the children to come to
school. T would also urge the Board to send a special deputation to the Council of
the Six Nations, to impress upon that body the necessity of passing such by-laws as
will enforce the attendance at school of all children of school age for at least 100
days in the year,

The Eduacational Department of Ontario having, at the request of the Indian
Department, assumed the supervision of Indian schools, Dr. Kelley, the Pablic School
Ivspector, has visited all the schools on the reserve; he also favored me with his
presence at the examinations of tho Board schools, and expressed his gratification at
their efficiency.

It is much to be desired that some arrangement should be made by which all the
schools among the Six Nations may be placed under one Board of Management, as, uotil
this is effected, it will be impossible to obtain accurate statistics regarding the school
attendance, or to prevent children going from school to school at pleasure.

At the close of the school year, 347 children of the Six Nations were attending
the Board schools, 13 attending schools amongst the whites, their foes being paid by
the Board, and 60 attending the Mohawk Institution; total, 420.

T have the honor to be, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

R. ASHTON,
Hon, Sec. and Ingpector.

3—2}
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REpoRT for the year ended 30th June, 188t Comparative condition of Schools,

p—— ———

!

(3 ) ) - " L]
8 § ‘g o ||Result of Exam., June||%.3 - g
< 3 |3 § || 30th,1884. No.'passed||F 53| &
= Name of Teacher % . § s 1 a 50 per cent. of marks. g A~ 8
an b ] 5 [R = . o=
S| date of taking 3 * |88 218 |=ligsi=S . lalsl]d |4 °'§ E
@ |charge of School. & (88|3 |[afl 2| 5(38) 2 s181a | 8|28
5 g g |83 g g8l o3 (8 ElIE: §i(2 |2 FER é
: AR R HER R RN
z = <4 s -« |a, [N [ aln]=s|d (<} 104 a
. v. 1 1 1 1 1 1
Miss F. Maracle v, 6 6 6 B8 6 6
2 (Indian), 63| 25-3/40°1 7| 35| 27| nn (] 6 [] B 6 ] 88| 908
April, 1881. m | 11 8 10 8 9
(89) L 8| &
V. 6 5 6] 6 4
Miss 8. Davis 1v. 0
3 (Tadian), 50 24-1{48-2 4| 30| 23| m. 5 4 { 5 5 3|| 86-7] 838
January, 1884, 1L 9 N & 8 8
(82) L 7 7
v | 1l 1 | 1 o 1
Miss J. Latham ) 1v. 1 1 1 1 11 1
5 (Indian), 82} 12°3{39°7 9] 19} 11| m. 2 2 2 2 2 2| 8146/ B85
January, 1884. II. 3 2l 3] 21 2
(32) I 11—
6| (Closed.) 171 7 |41°1|{Not| exa|min ||ed. Not| exa/min |ed.
’ (33)
' : v. 0
Mr. D Hill - 1v. 2 1 1 2f 2 2]l 70 |5483
7 P lslndian),a » 591 17°9|30-3| 14| 33| 16{| . ; 4 6 (li 7 4
ebruary, 1 I, 4 6 4
’ (85) L] 7 e
- V.| o ’_
Miss M. Davis v. 4 21 8] 4 2 4
8 (Indian), 31| 12 387 3| 16 7| 2 1 2| 2 11 2{| 777 803
April, 1883, 1. [ 3| 4| & 4
. (45) 1 4 3
v 1 1 1 1 1 1 .
Mr. O. Russell Iv. 2 of 2 1 3 21| 81-4] 716
9 (Indian), 48| 18-6{38-7| 13| 29| 14|l m. b 5 5| 4 6 4
January, 1884. 11 6 5 68 b5 4
(48) 1 6 3 '
v. 1 0 ] 1 1 1
Mr. P. H. Martin 1v. 2 11 231 2| 3 2
10 (Indian), 471 23 |48°8 1| 47 25} un 2 2l 2 2 2 2| 85 8} 12
August, 1881. o | 13)1 10{ 10 12| 12
(e3) Ll 15| 12
Totals, 1884.......| 347| 140.2/40°7| 51| 208( 123, 164|| 123 97} 92| 95| 48 ‘
- o T v. | w|| 8| 8| 10| o s
w. | 170 11 18] 15( 15| 17
il N 29|| 24| 28| 26| 28] 23|| 83 |72
1, 54| 39| 46| 41 43
L b4jl 41

In the 3rd columa, the figaresin ( ) are the numbers on register in 1882-83.
R. ASHTON,
Inspecior.
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WikweMIKONG INDUSTRIAL ScEooL,

WikwEMIKONG, 21st Angust, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Suaperintendent-Genera! of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to submit to you the following Report:

It is with a sentiment of gratitude to the Author of all good that we say in all
sincerity that our two schools have given us satisfaction. The children’s health was
excellent, with the exception of a few weeks, when the whooping cough was prevalent
in the village. Many a child died in the locality, but none in our institution, Daring
the course of the year, however, one boy had to leave us, on account of his health,
but he had always been very delicate from his infancy.

The average number at the boarding schools was fifty-nine: Five boys learned
shoemaking, two carpentering and painting, two blacksmithing, two baking, one
weaving.

The children’s progress kept on steadily: I only wish to mention one fact. In
the month of February the boys gave an exhibition of their proficiency in the shape
of an examination, followed by a little drama. Although the public had been invited,
the attendance was unfortunately very small, the appointed day having been one of
the worst of that severe winter. Our worthy agent, Mr. Jas. C, Phipps, gave the
unqualified expression of his satisfaction, as will be seen in the Manitowaning
Expositor. One great advantage of this little display is to dispel gradually the ex-
cessive bashfulness of the children of Indian bloo«R who, for this very reason, eveu
when othorwise as far advanced as their white companions, appear, as a rule, to be
their inferiors. I speak, of course, of those branches only where they can success-
fully compete, for there are some in which it is almost impossible for them to be the
equals of the whites,

The result of our efforts has not been limited to our children who are boarders.
A noble spirit of emulation hes been spread in our village, for, without speaking of
carpenteringh, for which the generality of Indians have a remarkable taste, two
young men have learned blackemithing, and both can now quickly and cleverly do
all kind of work in that trade. [n fact, last winter they have shod no foewer than
twenty sleighs, most of them for the use of the Indians of our village. Their taste
for neat building has also imfroved very much, and we have now in our village
private residences put up by Indians which would be an ornament to larger towns,

Our white shoemaker’s health having failed, we replaced him by a young Indian,
brought up in our institution, with whom we have been well pleased. Competeut
judges, whom I could name, told me that, without flattery, that young man could, for
tho finish of his work, compete with any shoemaker.

The large bank stable which was commenced last summer is now completed. It
cost about $1,200.

Carpentering and blacksmithing were practised in one common large building,
which soon became too small for that double purposes. The shor is now devoted
exclusively to the latter trade. Another one, 40 x 25, with a double story}was raised
some months ago for the carpenters only. The upper story will partly be used for
waggon painting.

“A large dec%(ed boat of ton tons capacity was built by Indians for the use of the
establishment, and has already made several long trips to get freight for the house.

The boys’ recreation ground has been improved also, and every day the Toronto
{)o?lrists would admire the dexterity with which our Indian urchins handle a base

all.

The female establishment has kept up its reputation, The children are animated
with the bost dispositions. They cvince a remarkable taste for cleanliness, and this
not only in the boarding school but in their own privato houses, after they have
retired from the school, or as servant girls. For any household daty, I can say, with-
out fear of exaggeration that thoy are at least on a level with any white girl of their
age and condition.
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Six former pupils of the establishment will, by next fall, be on the teachers’ list,
which speaks well for their ability and good behavior.

In point of morality, [ am proud to say that they esteem virtue. One example
will confirm my statement. Not long ago one former pupil of the institntion, an
orphan of about 18 years of age, was rudely assaulted by a ruffian, 8he not only
despised the proffered sale of her honor, but she actually had a serious hand to hand
scuffle, in which she stood her ground until her screams called somebody to herhelp,

~ Their attachment to their alma mater is something surprising to those who know
how Indians, especialx, are fond of their parents. Latterly a girl of 12 years of age,
whose father and mother live in the village, requested the Superior of the schqol to
receive her in the house, to die. She had no peace until her prayer was listened to
by her sorrowing parents.

Tbese fow facts Eive us the satisfaction to see that we are doing some good to
our poo; Indians, and encourage us to continue strenuously the arduous task we have
assumed. :

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. BAUDIN,
Director.,

SPECIAL REPORT PREPARED FOR THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT, FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 30ra JUNE, 1884,

THE SHINGWAUK AND WAawaNosH HoMEs,

SavLt STE. MARIE, 30th JUNE, 1884.
The Right Honorable

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

S1r,— I have much pleasure in complying with the request of the Department,
to furnish a report showing the working, progress, and general results of my Indian
Homes, for the year, ended 30th June.

As the Department is aware, these Homes for Indian children were brought into
oxistence mainly through the efforts of a few friends in England, encouraged to
undertake this work of c%arity through the visit of the Indian chief, Buhkwujgenene,
in the year 1872. The Department is aware, also, that we have had, and have,
peculiar difficulties to contend with., Our first institution, at Garden River, was, in
1873, burnt down six days after it was opened. Also, being so greatly dependent
on gifts of charity, we have several times run very short of funds, and have been
almost compelled to close; added to which, our land, 90 acres in extent, though
admirably situated for an institution, is poor and unprofitable, and up to the present
time has been of more expense than benefit to the institution. 8till, amid ali these
drawbacks, we have been enabled to persevere, and can look back apon the past year as
one of the most satisfactory in every way that we have had, and for this we feel
devoutly thankful to Almighty Ged.

The Work of the Homes.

At the Shingwauk, we employ a school master (Mr. Wotton), matron and Indian
servant, This is the whole staff within the building. The senior Indian boy is .
captain, and he has two subalterns, and these take turn week about in superintending
the boys at their outdoor and other work. The boys do most of the scrubbing,
washing dishes, &c.; also, chop wood, draw water on tramway from the river,
attend to farm and garden work, &e. Their work is changed every week, and they
receive a little pocket money if they work well. Generally, I employ a farm man,
but have had difficulty in securing a suitable person, so & senior boy, Wells
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Shingwauk, has been in charge since spring, and has done very well. He ranks as
apprentice, and attends school in the evening.

The working hours for the boys are from 6 to 7 and 7:30 to 8 a.m., and 5 to 6
p-m. They wear tin badges on their arms while on duty and are not allowed to play
while their badges are on. Apprentices work 10 hours a day and come to school
only in the evening.,

The boot shop has been in charge of an Indian apprentice, Harry Nahwuhqua-
gezlik, all winter, He learned his trade with us, and is able to do all the making
and mending for the institution, besides job work Ifor outsiders. He is a very good,
steady workman, and has had one pupil under him.

he sash and door factory is in charge of Samuel Fox, a white man, and three
apprentices, Isaao, Salgejeah and Pedahtig, work under him. The factory was
started 1st January, We had some trouble with the pump freezing, but otherwise
have had fair success. The buildings are about 200 yards ?rom the Shingwauk.

At the Wawanosh Home we employ a lady superintendent (Miss Cunningham),
who teaches and has charge of the girls, a matron and gardener, The girls assist in
the house work, cooking and baking, and receive a little pocket-money, like the boys.

The laundry is about 200 yards from the Wawanosh, and beside it is a cottage
where Mrs. Bridge, the laundress, lives. Three to four girls are almost constantly
engaged at laundry work ; they are changed every week, and receive pocket-money.

chool work.—The same subjects are taught at both the Homes, and the exami-
nations are conducted so that girls and boys may compete together for the hi{:est
places. Girls, however, have the option of putting in laundry work, sewing, knit-
ting, &o., in the place of history and grammar. School hours at the Shingwauk
during summer are from 9 to 12 a.m., 3 to 5 p.m., and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. At the
Wawanosh they are somewhat shorter, and special hours are set a for sewing,
knitting, &c. The school is divided into 1st, 2nd and 3rd divisions, and these
divisions are sub-divided into two or more claises, as necessary, according to the
number of pupils, The first division (boys and girls) take up the Fourth and Fifth
Reader, history, grammar, geography, arithmetic, English composition, definitions, &e.
The 2nd division take the Second and Third Readers, geography, arithmetic, &o. The
3rd division are beginners, and do not advance beyond tae second part of the First Book.
Every pupil has his own books and slate,with his number, and has to make a deposit
of a few cents on each as a guarantee that he will keep them in good order. Ad-
ditional subjects taught to some of the pupils are singing, drawing and medicine.
We aleo give marks for ﬁood conduct, punctuality, tidiness, cleanliness, talking
English, responding, &c., which marks count at the examination,

Sunday Services.—Since the Memorial Chapel was opened in August last, the
pupils from both the Homes have attended the services there. We have morning
service at 11, Sunday-school in the school-room at 2, and afternoon service at 3:30
pm. The girls bring a lunch with them and remain for all the services.

The progress made at the Homes,

As I have already stated, the {)rogress made at both the Homes during the past
year has been very satisfactory. I think we never had a nicer or more promising
sel of pupils, or a more satisfactory staff of teacBers. The examinations just con~
cluded speak well for the progress mde in school work and scriptaral knowledge. At
the Shingwauk the marks taken by the whole school were 67'9 per cent. for school
work, and 71'9 per cent. for scripture. At the Wawarosh the marks taken by the
girls collectively were 80-9 per cent. for school work, and 47-6 per cent. for scripture,
This is the best record we have had ye*.

During the year we have opened our beautiful little chapel, built in memory of
the late Bishop Fauquier. The cost was nearly $4,000 completo, and 1t is paid for
within a little. We have also opened a sash and door factory. It is run by a 14-
horse power engine, The money for starting this was raised chiefly by selling out
our printing office and reducing our farm stock, The balance is borrowed from the
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Shingwauk Savings Bank, at 6 per cent. It has been started in the hope that it may
prove a source of profit to the institution, and also be a means of affording employ-
ment to some of our ex-pupils and fit them for making their living by engaging at
other factories when-they leave us. One whitelman is employed as foreman, and all
the rest of the work, tending the engine, feeding the machines, &o., is done by the
Indian apprentices.

This spring we have completed a good dock in 7} feet of water, and made an
excellent tramway from the institution, Yssn the factory, down to the water's edge.
‘We have also done a little fencing and cleared an acre or so of land.

At the Wawanosh, one girl, Esther Shingwauk, has learned to work very nicely
at the sewing machine, and within the last week or two has commenced knitting
socks on a knitting machine. ’

General Results.

John Esquiman has been dilligently studying theological works, Greek and
Latin, during the year, with & view to entering the ministry; he has been exceed-
ingly studious, passed good examinations (taking as high as 90 per cent. on some
subjects), and next fall is to go to a theological college in Montreal.

) Benjamin Shingwank, senior pupil and. captain at the Shingwavk Home, has
been studying hard, preparing tgr the public examination at Sault Ste. Marie,
23rd July, and hopes to take & third-class certificate.

Jane Sampson, a former pupil at the Wawanosh, has been two years in my
employ as nurse. I am giving her $7 a month, and could not wish for & better
servant,

About two weeks ago both the Homes were cfficially visited and examined by
-Mr. R, MoLean, the School Inspector. He spoke in high terms of praise of both our
institutions, and was specially struck with the readiness with which our pupils
understood and spoke English. This is one of the chief points we aim at, and, on the
whole have certainly been successful. Not a word of Indian is heard from our
Indian boys after six months in the institution. All their talk among themselves
while at play, is in English, Even those who knew not a word of the English tongue
when they came to us last fall, now talk nothing else among themselves. We bri
this about principally by great striotness—sometimes punishing heavily any old pupi
who presumes to break the rule. The boys feel the benefit of it, and do not rebel.

ne of the most hopeful features, of late, has been that several of our old pupils
who have left have written to ask us to take them back, in order to complete their
education, Among these are Joseph Esquimau, who has taught school for two years
at Lake Nipigon, and Susan Esquimau, who is at present teaching at Birch Island.

I may add, in conclusion, that if only the attendance of those Jmpils whose
parents have signed agreement for them to stay a term of years could be enforced,
weo should have every cause for encouragement and hopefulness in our work,

It is annoying and discoum%ing to have good buildings and good teachers, and
all in excellent working order, and yet only half the proper number of pupils, and
to know that in many cases it is not the pupils themselves who are to blame, but the
parents, who often retain their children, and prevent their completing their educa-
tion, in order to satisfy their own sglfish ends,

Trusting that I have included in this report all that the Department was
desirous of being informed upon.

I have the honor to remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
EDWARD T. WILSON.

P.S.—I should have added that we had only one case of serious illness during
the year, ard have had no deaths in the Home for two years.
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No report from the Caughrawaga Agency, a new Agent having been appointed
about the end of the fiscal year. :

St. REa1s AGExcY, Dunpee, 16th July, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, °

Sir,—I have the honor to submit the following report, in relation to the Indians

gf t.hi;s Agency, together with thetabular statement, for the year ended the 30th
une last.

. 13’I'he increase in the population since my last report, according to the pay list,

is 13.

I am pleased to report a marked change as to the quietness and order prevailing
in the village of St, Refis since last fall anﬁ fore part of winter, owing to the United
States Department of Indian Affairsand the Department of Indian Afgairs at Ottawa
having, by concerted action, stamped out the selling of liquor at Hogansburgh, St.
Regis and Dundee, by prosecuting parties guilty of infractions of the Indian Act.
I have only noticed one Indian under the influence of liquor since these prosecutions
were commenced, and the liquor must, in this case, have been procured from the
vendor by a white man, and given to the Indian at Dundee.

At St. Regis I have only noticed a few drunken Indians, and they were return-
ing in the ferry boat from Cornwall, where they, no doubt, procured the liquor. In
a town like Cornwall there are so many worthless characters who, for the sake of
getting some themselves, will purchase liquor for an Indian, that it is almost im-
possible to keep it from the Indians altogether. The Fete Dieu,or grand proocession,
ag it is called, which came off on a Sunday in June last, was enteregri.::to this year
with much enthusiasm, and was got up in the old style. Although a large number
of visitors and sight-seers were present, all were quiet and orderly, as not a drop of
liquor was sold in the village or on boats carrying excursionists to and from St.
Regis. The chiefs deserve credit for their successful efforts to preserve order. The
Fete Dieu presented this year a favorable contrast to the disgraceful scenes which
characterized some former processions,

The three Catholic schools have been in operation during the year, but the
attendance has not improved very much, and the same careless attitude towards the
schools is kept up by the parents, who exercise no control over their children. The
teachers cannot be expected to make much progress under the circumstances, for so
goon as & scholar has advanced to a certain stage he is either taken from the school
or voluntarily ceases to attend, and a younger one takes his place, thus keeping the
schools at about the same low grade.

Repairs to the St. Regis church have been commenced, and with what the
present contractor gets for his work, and what the late Rev. F, Marcaux left for the
purpose of decorations, after the present work is completed it ought to be a respect-
able looking and comfortable edifice.

The 8t. Regis church stands on the Canadian side of the Province line, but is
attended by those of the band who live on the American side, and who are willing to
assist in the repairs, but the Canada Indians will not accept any help from them, so
that they can have it under their own control. The French Canadians who live on
the chenail, and who attend the church, would also assist, but the St. Rogis Indians
will not accept aid from them either. The reason why our Indians are trying to
exclude the American Indians is on account of not being allowed to get wood on the
American reserve, and having been prosecuted for so doing. In this way they seek
to retaliate; such unfriendliness—merely on account of an imaginary line passing
through their reserve, and the avarice of some of the band, esgecially the American
chiefs or trustees—is much to be deplored, as they are all one band.
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cmsommmere
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The Rev. Mr. Mainville, who, about a year ago, took charge of the spiritual
welfare of the band, spares no pains to minister to their wants as a missionary, in a
pleasant and agreeable manner, feeling interested in the schools and doing what is
possible for their further efficiency.

The health and proggerity of the band has been good.

Daring the year 1883 there were 96 births, 51 deaths and 25 weddings in the
mission,

The mission consists of 1,985 souls, 110 of whom are French Canadians and the
remainder members of Indian families. :

This, of course, includes those on the American side of the'line and under Mr.
Mainville’s ministrations. : : c,

A small but neat looking building has been erected on Cornwall Island to serve
a8 a school house and church for the Indian Methodists residing there. The school
teacher is an Indian. -

The making of baskets is the principal industry of the Indian women, There is
not much bead work made, as it cannot be sold without travelling through the
country, which entails considerable expense, whereas baskets find a ready sale at
home, although the price seems small. No moceasins ot any account are made here
for sale, as it is difficult to procure skins. The making of husk mats, berry picking,
&c., during the season, adds a considerable part to the living in summer.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN DAVIDSON,
Indian Agent.

No Report from A. P, LeBel, of the Viger Agency.

Sr. Francis AGENOY.

PIERREVILLE, 22nd August, 1884,
The Right Honorable

he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit to you my annusal Report on the affairs of the
Abenakis Indians of thig place. '

There has been no progress made by the Indians since my last report, either in
the oulture of the soil or in the manufactare of their goods, but on the other hand
there has been no falling off; they have cultivated on a small scale and worked at
their respective trades, There is one thing, however, which some have gone into
with greater zeal than ever; it is drunkenness.

have alreadp had the honor to make known to your Department, in some of
. my former reports and private letters, that such a state of things was caused by the
great number of places, in the French Canadian Village of Pierreville, where intoxi-
cants are sold, and by the facility with which the Iudians can procure it. I cannot -
say positively that merchants or hotel keepers sell spirituous liquors direct to the
Indians, but I know well that whites do buy some which they surreptiously hand
over to them. .
It is very difficult to procure sufficient evidence against those go-betweens, No
one dares to act the part of complainant, especially with the prospect of having to
y the costs, in cases of non-success or of the insolvency of the delinquents, your
partment having repudiated any such responsibility, as in the case of Daniel
Wasanmisett. I have, however, the satisfaction to be able to state that a half-breed,
living among them was recently convicted of having furnished intoxicants to an
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Indian, for which offence he was sent to prison, not having been able to pay the fine
of fifty dollars imposed upon him. It is to be hoped he will be an example to others,

1 see by certain articles in reviews and papers that quite an interest is taken
in the etymology and meaning of names given by the Indians to different
places in the Province. I therefore take the liberty to append to this report a list
containing names and words in the Abenakis language, with their translation, com-
piled by myself, with the aid of a few educated members of the tribe, especially
Messrs. Lazarre Wasanminett, Joseph Laurent and Henry Masta.

Its usefulness to those who take an interest in the science of geography and in
the study of languages is my excuse for taking the liberty of addressiog it to you.

I also beg to append thereto a similar work in the Montagnais language, on
other localities, from the Reverend Father Arnaud,Oblat. I have copied it from the
annals of the Propagation of the Faith, June number, 1880, where it would likely
remain unknown to the majority of the readers of your Annual Official Report.

It should be ubserved that the Abenakis language is one of the dialects of the
Algonquin language, ene of the great languages of the Indians of North America.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

H. VASSAL,
Agent.

List oF NaMES oF CERTAIN PLACES IN THE ABENAKIS LANGUAGE,

Alsigantegou—St. Francis River.

Alsigantegou—*¢ Als ” means shell, “teg ” river. Shell River.

Alsigantekook—To the River St. Francie.

Nikanntegou—Tardy channel, one of the branches of the St, Francis River. The
first branch of that river which we meet going up the River St. Lawrence. This
word means *the river ahead,” or ¢ the frontriver.”

Aiamihawiguamigwi; menahan—Church Island ; large island at the mouth of the
River gt. Francis, where the old parish church was built. Island on which the
hut for praying is erected. _

Kotolidntegou—Laverdure Channel—one of the channels of the River St. Francis
on which the Abenakis house now is—supposed to have been thus called by one
of the residents of the place.

Azansnaskwikook—To the rushes. Marsh found at the lower extremity of the
Island St. Joseph, in the River St. Francis, and callad ¢ Anvergne Marsh-”
Alnfinbai Menahan—Indian Island. An island in the River St. Francis belonging
to the Indians and called by the Canadians “ Isle Ronde,” Round Island, from
its shape. *“Menahan,” island ; * Alndabai,” word used by the Abenakis to
designate all the members of the tribe taken as a whole, a community, a people,

Kwanonbagnagak—Long Island (from its shape). An island in the River St.
Francis, now called by the Canadians “Isle & ’Ail,”” being a corruption of the
name ‘“Isle 4 la Laye,” by which it was formerly known, as the old titles will
show, and thus called beeanse the Seignior of St. Francis had sold it to the
Abenakis for the consideration of a barrel of powder, a gun and & sow, laie,”
as formerly called in old French. ‘

Oudaskuim—The commons. A piece of land used by the Abenakis Indians to
pasture their cattle, thus called because of the namo of one of the mombers of
their tribe who had resided on this island about 200 years ago.

Waziginsit Msaskog—The place from which the big snake came out. Passage
through which the water of a small marsh reached the River St. Framcis, A
very old superstition which still exists among the Abenakis is, that a big snake
paseed there and left the traces of its passage. For them, tho * Msaskog,” big
snako, is a legendary monster.
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Odanak—The villagd. This is the name given by the Abenakis to the village of
Pierreville, "

Kawasnitigon or Nitook—Signifies the river of fallen timber, or large timbers up-
rooted by & hurricane. 1t is the name by which the Abenakis call the (Rividre
aux Vaches) Cow River, a tributary of the River St. Francis, about 7 miles
from its mouth on the left shore. '.;his French name is derived from a wro
translation of the word above mentioned, which was taken for the wo
 Kaogenitegon” which means “ Rividre aux Vaches,” Cow River.

Pakessowi Sibo—The small river “ 4 la perdrix,” Partridge River, one of the tributa-
ries of the ¢ Rividre aux Vaches,” Cow River. It is called by the Canadians
“ Rividre Pakisso,” Pakisso River,

Maknapekasik—The small red rock, name given by the Indians to the first rapid
which is met with going up the river St. Francis, about 8 miles from its mouth.

Masquanaguaik—Means high liver or gourmand. Place on the 'River St,
Francis where a large number of Indians lived, and from which they used to
catch good fish and were therefore called high livers. The Canadians call this
place ¢ le Céteau de Péche.”

Paknabagaik—Enlargement of the river. Basin of the River St. Francis,

Pengalansik—The rapids above the basin of the River St. Francis. It is believed
that this is the place forded by Major Rogers during his expedition against the
Abenakis in 1759,

Oudamanganaﬁs-PIace where pipe clay is found and called Spicer Rapids, on the
River St. Francis, about ‘7 miles from Drummondville,

Nasgateguantegon—** La Riviére Noire,” Black River, a tributary of the St. Francis
River, in which it discharges its waters, below the village of Drummondville,

Nasgatoguaniganik —Black River Portage, Name given by the Indians to the falls
of Drummondyville,

Wiguahigans—Place where large birch bark is found. * Wigua” means large white
birch bark, that with which they make their wigwams and canoes; hence the
name of “ wigwam,” bark hut “ Wignawoul ” means bark canoe; * Wiguamade-
mie ” signifies & mountain having the appesrance of a wigwam. Name given
by the Abenakis to a small mountain at St. Pie, County of Bagot, where the two
‘branches of the River Yamaska meet, The River Yamaska derives its name from
this mountain. “Wiguamadenitegon” means river near the mountain resem-
bling & wigwam. “%;iguabigans ” is gituated three miles from the village of
Drummondyville on the river St. Francis; there are rapids there generally called
the Four-Miles Rapids, or Hemming’s Falls.

Kwanahammoik—Means long point. The village of L’ Avenir, County of Drummond.

Mamidapskijowok—(Kingsay Falls.) Water which runs through rocks.

Seguilamanik—(Melbourne.) The place where black vermilion is found, or black
paint, used by the Indians to tattoo themselves,

Madahkik—(A small river) discharging its waters in the River St. Francis, above
Melbourne, This word means, %ad land,

Wado?ikhak-—(A grove of alders.) Name given to the small river Windsor.

Pimihiansik—(Brampton Falls) A place in which the water falls, whirling.
“Pimigan” means anger.

Uncobagak—(Lake St. Francis), Eastern Township; source of the River St. Franocis.
Means, Lake at the Narrows.

Maskikongamac—(Hay Lake,) Lake Aylmer, Eastern Township.

Skacewantegon—A branch of the River St. Francis, which passes through Sherbrooke.
The Iroquois used to call the Abenakis “ Skacewanilom.” Tradition relates that
a great battle was fought on an island situated at the entrance of this branch of
the river, between the Iroquois and the Abenakis. It was proposed that the
battle should be fought in single combat, each side to be represented by one of its
own warriors. They were to run around a pine tree, which was on this island,
and the victor in the race would have the right to kill his adversary, which would
decide the victory between the two nations., The Abanakis was the victor, and
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the name of this tribe, in the Iroquois language, was given to this river, For
the same reason a small lake, near Sherbrooke, received the name of ¢ Skace-
* waninebasseck,”
Mamhlaobagak—(Lake Memphramagog), means large sheet of still water.
Koategon—(Coaticook). Pine River, a branch of the River St. Francis.

NaAMES oF OTHER LOCALITIES.

Lake Megantic—* Namagantic.” Large trout lake. “Namac” means, large lake
trout,

Chaudidre River—* Makigontegon,” Rividre des Prairies. (Meadow River), or large
fields.

Nicolet—* Pittugan.” Euotrance to the lake.

Yamachiche—* Wombomkantrik.” White sand.

Riviere du Loup (en haut)—* Embamasic.” Crooked river.

St. Hyaciothe—* Wiguamadnicsis.” Little Maska.

Sorel—¢ Messassonliane,” Big Sorel. ;

Lake Champlain—* SitoAmbagook.” Double bay.

Missisquoi Bay—* Masipskouik,”"—place where flint is found.

Richelieu River—‘ Masipskouitegon,”—from Missisquoi Bay.

NOTES TAKEN FROM THE REV. FATHER CHARLES ARNAUD'S LETTER
Annals of the Propagation of the Faith, June, 1880,

Peikuagamin.—Name of Lake St. John, in the Montagnais language.

Shekotimin.—Chicoutimi,

Ashnapmashuan.—The name of a river, indicating that moose deer is hanted there.

Netetishin.—Pointe Bleu. A place where bears were hunted.

Attickmek-uts—White fish.

Aiami-ru;Olshimau—God.

Tadousac—** Tatoushak " “ Tatouslak "—Place where the ice is broken—The winter
harbour designated by the Indians.
enay—Shagahmen-hi. There are holes in the ice—Seals formerly made holes
there, through the ice.

Escoumanis—* Escoumim, Eskouim "—Blue berries and red seeds are still to be
found there, “ Uishatshinim ”

Stadacona~—* Statakostnen, tatagushtnen, Statakona.” A place where we have to
pass over pieces of wood a3 on a bridge—The passage from Billery to the
river St. Charles, was very likely made at the foot of “Cap blanc” upon a
gathering of unlashed pieces of timber.

Hochelaga—¢ Oshelaka, Oshinaka "—Place where one who is lying in wait is
caught, is made a fool of and turned into derision.

Ottawa, Ottaouais, “ Ottaouets "—According to the old Montagnais language, still
:Eoken by some * Naskapis,” and whose pronunciation 18 nearly the same as

at of the Ottawas—(place where the water is boiling as in a kettle, rises and
swells). This name was given later to the Indians of that place,

Assikon Asseck—Kaettle, chauldron, “etc.,” has been added, I believe, to explain
that it is only at that place the water is to be found boiling as in a kettle and
not in waters as in rapids.

Canada, “ Kanata, Kanatak, Kanatats "—The letter D is omitted in Indian, and
replaced by T ; sometimes it is soft and sometimes hard. One who goes to
visit, to explore, to see.

Kanatats—War ory ; they are coming. It became a cry of joy when they recognized
friends. Jacques Cartier must have been saluted wiﬂ’: the word “ Kanata,”
When he asked, by signs, or through interpreters, who are these ple he
was answered “ Kanatate.” Hence the name of Canada given to Quell)):o.
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Uapistikain—Uapistikoiats—To Quebec ; literally translated, means white cape,
white promontary, white mountain. The mountain on which Quebec is built, is
¢« Uapistikoiats.” ’

Stadacona--Place where the water was forded by means of logs, probably the cove
where the Champlain market is now built, Hence *“ Kanata Stadacona,” given
by Jacques Cartier to desiguate Quebec.,

Maniknagan—Place from which the Indians obtained bark for their canoes. That
bark can be found in certain places only. .

Mataonan, Mattawan—Place where two rivers meet and form but one.

Meta;l}!etshouan (at Lake St. John)—Place where the stream of the river meets with
the lake waters.

Betshuoan (near Mingan) ¢ Petshnou ”—Place where the current of the sea meets the
river stream.

Mingan, Minkan, Maikin—Place where are wolves.

Watshuan, Watshuoanish—Called by the French Ouitshoian-ins. (These tworivers
are at Lake St. John)—Waves, rapids with white foam.

Betshiamu—Betshiamits ; place where Lampreys are found. They are a species of
sea eel which come up the river.

Papenachoix,—¢ Papinashuts "—Laughing Indians.

Cacouna,—* Kakona "—Where &orcupines are found.

Chicago,—* Shikako "—Where there are skunks,

Peiknagamiu—(hLake St. John)—Its approaches are flat.

Shekotimiu—gg icoutimi) —Very deep water when compared with other rivers.

Kinokomiu—XKonokomi—Long lake, geep water.

‘Quebec—When the French arrived in the country they did not meet with the
Micmac Nation who were residing at Qubec ; they only met with the Montagnais,
who occupied the whole of the coasts, from Betshiamits to Three Rivers.

Jacques Cartier—Called Stadacona, Canada, the place where he landed. A fow years
later when Champlsin arrived, hesitating to land in the midst of the crowd of
Indians who had assembled on the shore ; he heard the cry “ Kacpeck ! Kac-
peck ! ” ¢ Kanatats | Kanatats !’ Come on shore ! friends ! friends ! The verb
Kacpan or Kepan, in the Montagnais language, means’; to land, to go ashore,
&e., 2nd person imperative, Kackpek or Kepek. ¢

Bastiscan—Pathiskan, or Patiscan, Patshis Kan, Vapour, light cloud—it also means
% Pemikan.”

. ‘Cataraqui—Katarakue— (Imp. dubitative). They are probably hidden there ; speak-
ing of the enemy. It should be remembered that in the Montagnais language.
A,Care often taken one for the other, as well as A,U,BP. They have tke same
pronunciation. DT C G K Q have the same consonance ; properly speaking
there is but the letter K, The letters C G Q are made use ot only to soften
the pronunciation in certain words. 8 J are the same, also letters L R N,
whig are made use of indiscrminately one for the other, as in the following
words : —

Masknalo,

Masknaro,  Meaning the same. The tail of the bear.

Masknano

Kanata—Canada.

Kaopek, gochek—Quebec.

Iroquois, Huron, Algonquins—Champlain who heard these names for the first time
from the Montagnais, his allies, a8 he called them, and with whom he travelled,
;‘pplied them to the nations above referred to, but giving to these words a

rench termination.

Iroqtﬂi;, irz;cl)kue—ln the Montagnais langnage means & formidable man, a man to

eared. .

Algonquins or A}fomneknins—As called by Champlain in his first trip.

Algonmekiuns—The Montagnais say, Algonmekuots. Those who paint their faces
with red paint.
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Hurons, Urons—From the verb  uroin or uruin,” which means to roar, to shout, &ec.
Niagara—Maka, nekala, nekara—Word used to denote a usage, a continuation, so
that Niagara, urons, means a place where the roar is constant. This name was
probably given to those falls to make a distinction from other falls where the
noise is not so great, and by extension the name of Huron was given to the
Indians who lived in the vicinity of Niagara—urons, place where constant

noise or roar is heard. .

It has been objected that those places are not in the country occupied by the
Montagnais. My answer to this is that when the Jesunit Fathers visited those places
they were accompanied by Indians or guides taken from Quebec, who spoke the
Montagnais language. There is, therefore, nothing surprising in the fact that Cham-
plain, upon hearing the Indians call those places or tribes by these names, con-
tinued to use them. Signed,

CHARLES ARNAUD,O.M. 1.

LakE St. JoEN AGENXCY, 23rd August, 1834,
The Right Honorable,
he Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit herewith my Report on Indian affairs, for the
year ended the 30th June last.

There has been an increase of 27 souls in the band.

Sickness has been more prevalent than usual, and many have died from con-
samption,

he hospital, as in former years, is of great help to the Indians; the last im-
provements to the building krave made it quite comfortable, )

Last year’s crop was very good, and that of this year promises to be
equally so..

Every year new clearings are made.

The increase of stock this year has been very satisfactory.

The road through the reserve (hegun last year) was completed this summer,
and clearings have been commenced on its line.

The school has been well attended.

The strong measures adopted towards the vendors of spirituous liquors have had
a good effect. I have had, however, again to prosecute a white person for this
offence. I hope it will be the last prosecution of the kind which will be nesessary.

I have just received a letter from the Rev. Father Lacasse, the missionary of
this tribe for several years past. I beg to enclose it to you, as it may be of some
interest to the Department.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

L. E. OTIS,
Indian Agent.

Cuicourvi, 15th August, 1884.
L. E. Om1s, Esq,,
Indian Agent, Lake St. Johp, 7

Sir,—As missionary to the Indians of Lake St. John for several years past, I
bhave much pleasure in offering you my congratulations upon the success which has
attended your efforts for their welfare.

The Indians are now very sober, a fact which is no doubt due to the punishment
which you have caused to be inflicted on persons found guilty of selling intoxicants
to them in contravention of the law.
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Quiet and order reign on the reserve; quarrels and dissensions are almost
unknown among the Indians, and it must be a source of gratification that you have
been able to persuade many of them to put aside some of their earnings each year
for the purpose of clearing up their lands,

The result has been most gratifying, some Indians, on their retarn from hunting,
having found themselves the possessors of a hundred bushels of wheat.

The hospital has been productive of much good, and we hear no more of the
Indians dying in numbers on their return to the reserve, from change of air and food,
aggravated by exposure in damp tents.

Dr. Matte is unremitting in his professional attendance on the sick, and all the
Indians have reason to be thankfal for the improvement in their condition.

Signed,
gned] B, La CASSE, O.M.I.

Maria AgeNcy,
Magia, 27th August, 1884.
The Right Honorable :
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the bonor to transmit to you my Report on the affairs of the Agency
of the Micmac (ndians of Maria, for the years 1883-1884.

I also beg 1o enclose my tabular statement for the same period.

The Micmac Indians of my agency have made some progress since last year.
Several parcels of land have been ploughed for the first time since last spring. The
crops appear to be good and promise to be remunerative.

A great deal of new fencing has been done and several nice houses have been
erected ; and, thanks to the small allowance made by your Department, the road has
been well repaired where necessary.

Since my last report I have erected a small gaol in order to incarcerate therein
the inebriates and other delinquents. Thanks to this gaol, which the Indians and
the vendors of intoxicating liquors are much in dread of, I have obtained what I
did 8o much desire—sobriety among the Indians. If this babit of sobriety can be
maintained I trust to be able to make an industrious and prosperous people of them,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

J. GAGNE, Ptre.,
Indian Agent.

ResTigoucEE AGENOY,
Cross PoinT, N. B,, 18th July, 1884,
The Right Honorable

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Str,—I have the honor to transmit to you, accompanying this Report, a tabular
statement giving the population, and showing the state of culture and the improve-
ments which have been made on the Micmac Indian Reserve at Ste. Anne de
Restigouche.

e best proof of the constant progress of the Indians in agricultaral pursuits is
to be found in the fact that portions of the reserve most adapted to agriculture are
sold at very high ;;lrices to-day, and those who have cleared land can hardly be
induced to part with it. Young married couples have great difficulty in procuring
enough land on which to erect houses,
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The grain harvest has been very good, but the potatoe crop was indifferent,
owing to the great quantity of rain which fell during the summer season.

The area sowed last spring was the largest ever sowed on the reserve,

There is a great deal of work going on now, in the vicinity of the reserve, and
wages are 8o good, both in winter and summer, that I am prepared to say there will
be no mizery for Indians who are able and willing to work.

The school has been in operation during the whole of the scholastic year, and
although the attendance has been good, I cannot help remarking that a greater num-
ber of children should attend.

The school house has been partially repaired, and it is hoped that the repairs
yet to be made will shortly be completed.

Drunkenness is on the decrease now, as the law is always enforced against any
Indian delinquent, and also because the 1ndians cannot procure liguor themselves, but
only through the assistance of stranﬁers and voyageurs.

Daring the year there were 21 births, 19 deaths and 6 marriages.

I have the honor to be, dir,
Your obedient servant,

Q. DRAPEAU, Ptre,
Indian Agent.

River Deserr AGExcY.
ManNiwakir, 23rd July, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to submit, for your information, my Report and tabular
statement, showing the affairs of the Indians of my Agency during the year ended
the 30th June, 188%.

The sanitary condition of the Indians during that period has been exceptionally
good

The population is almost stationery, the number of births being 13, and deaths 12,
The progress made by the Indians in agriculture is, on the whole, satistactory,
although not.so rapid as I would desire, during the year (30) thirty acres of bush
land have been cleared and put under crop. The Indians are very contented, and
are fully sensible of the efforts made by the Department to ameliorate their condition.
Some of the more prominent members of the band have shown an aptness and taste
for agricultural pursuits which is very creditable. Amongst those whose advance-
ment deserves special notice is Louis Peznadasate, second chief. He is the most
progressive man of the band, and devotes nearly all his time to cultivating his land
and extending his clearing. He has erected a very comfortable log house, 24 by 30,
daring the spring, and has it now almost completed. His stock consists of a span of
%ood horses, two milch cows and a nnmber of young cattle. The Téte de Boule

ndians, who form part of the Desert band, but who seldom visit the reserve, live
principally by the chase, although & number of them work for the different lumber-
ing firms in thoir shanties during the winter months. Several Téte de Boulefamilies,
whom I induced to settle on the reserve, are making as much prozress as [ could
reasonably expect.

The crops, both roots and cereals, were fully up to the average, and sccured in
good condition, Hay was plentifal and of excellent quality, the yield being fully
fifty ger cent over the average. This was chiefly attributable to & continuous fall of
rain lt:ring the greater part of the month of June, which largely promoted its
growth,

In the early part of the season the Colorado beatles made their unwelcome
appearance, and in such numbers as to threaten the total destryction of ths potatoe
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<crop. However, the judicious application of Paris Green, which I instructed the
Tndians how to uce, soon destroyed the obnoxious pest,

The Indians, when not engaged in agricultural pursuits or hunting, readily find
remunerative employment from the lumbering firms. So thoroughly do they under-
stand operations 1n the woods that several of them have had contracts on their own
account, during the past winter, for taking out saw logs for Messrs. Gilmour & Co.
The agent of that firm informed me that those Indians attended closely to their duties
and carried out their agreements in a very satistactory manner.

The roads on the reserve are now in very good condition, a culvert and cross
laying on the main road, where it crosses lot (6) five Road Range ; were in & rather
dilapidated and dangerous state. I drew the attention of the chief and other Indians
to the fact, and suggested, that it would be advisable for them to turnout ona
stated day and have it repaired. They promptly acted on my suggestion, and put
them in a thorough state of repair.

The Bridge over Congo Creek, in Desert Front Range, has been completed. The
work on the same was carried out strictly according to instructions, as per plan and
specification received from your Department. 1t has a span of 141 feet, supported
by four piers. All the timber used in its construction is white pine, perfectly sound.
ﬂgl’ze work of construction was carried out under the superintendance, of a thoroughly
prectical man, and was performed by Indians of the band, all of whom performed
#he various duties assigned them very efficiently and to my entire satisfaction.

Y regret to state thatdhe slanghter of Moose deer was much greater last winter
‘han it has been for a number of years past. Thesnow was unasually deep and the early
eEring- thaw, followed by sharp frostly weather, created a thick crust on the surface,
through which they could only move very slowly, and consequently became easy
victims to the ruthless hunters. I had strongly urged on the Indians not to kill any
. during the close season, unless compelled by absolute want to do so. They evidently
paid but very little attention to my advice, as I was informed that in several cases
1be moose were wantonly slaughtered for the sake of the hides only. As the chief
-and more intelligent members of the band are decidedly opposed to .the illegal
killing of this noble animal, I have no doubt that, in a reasonable time, the
evil referred to will cure itself. 1t is very seldom that I hear any complaint
of immorality amongst the Indians. My attention however was recently
directed to a case of gross immorality which occurred in the village. A
wotable feature in connection with the matter was that not only were the Indians
themselves the complainants, but were also directly instrumental in bringing the
guilty parties to justice, and securing a conviction, thereby showing their detes-
tation of the offence in the most practical way possible, I consider the action of the
<hief and other Indians in this matter was highly commendable. The guilty parties -
were rentenced to two months imprisonment in the common goal at Aylmer. I have
already given you the particulars of this case in my letter of the 19th June last.

Tge question of surrendering a portion of the reserve lands has been agitating
the minds of the Indians for some time past. A council of the chiefs, and Indians
-ontitied to take part in the doliberations, was held on the 5th November, to decide
wavhether they would give their assent to the proposed surrender or not. I explained
to them that the reserve contained an area of 45,000 acres, the greater portion of
which is lying idle, and that after retaining even more than sufficient for themselves
and families there would still remain a very extensive tract of land, which they could
mever possibly utilize, which if sold would materially increase their funds. After having
«discusged the matter for some time, they dicided on a postponement, until the spring,
when a larger number of interested Indians would have an opportunity of being

nesent. In accordance with this arrangemont, another council was held on the 16th
une last, and was largely attended. I again repeated the advantages which they
wwould derive from carrying out the proposed surrender. The chiefs were unanimously
dn favour of it, and strongl{ urged on the council to carry out the suggestions made
by the Department, as explained in your letter, No, 35600, of the 24th February 1882,
‘Bome of those present, conspicious among whom were John MoDougall and John Ball,
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considered it inadvisable to assent {o a surrender of any portion of their lands at
present. A lengthy discussion ensued, and it was again decided, without putting the
question to a vote to leave the matter over for further consideration,

The difficulties caused by the Makatanine family regarding that portion of lots
2 and 3, Desert Front, which was surrendered years ago and sub-dividped into village
lots, and to which I made refereyce in my last annual report, have not yet been
removed. In conformity with the terms of surrender, 8 number of these lots were
{eased for building purposes. As soon as the lessees entered thereon, the Makatanines
endeavored to frighten them off, Failing to do so, they built a fence across® num-
ber of said lots. I informed them, that although reluctant to take legal proceedings
against them, I could not permit them to trespass on their neighbors, and that I
would insist on the fonce being removed, and that if the same were not attended to,
in a reasonable time, I would be compelled to adopt such means as would prevent
them from further annoying their white neighbors; at the same time I again in-
tormed them that if they could furnish me with satisfactory proof that any portion
of the surrendered land had been cleared or improved by them, that they would ba
compensated therefor. Ttey would not agree to this, They are a very obstinate
family. I shall, bowever, continue my endeavors to convince them of the folly of
continuing the course which they have hitherto followed, in connection with this
matter, and shall only resort to coercive measures whon every other alternative
shall have failed.

It is very difficult to induce many of the Indians to send their children to school.
Those who have attended made fair progress, but the attendance was very irregular.
This is partly caused through many of the Indian families removing to the woods
during the winter months, Some children also> who remain on the reserve, but who
live a considerable distance from the school, may attend in summer, but owing to
bad roads or other causes, are unable to do so in winter. During the year, 37
children have profited by the teachings of Sister M. du Sauveur, who is a very pains.
taking and eflicient teacher.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

CHAS. LO3UE,
. Indian Agent.

ProvINCE OoF QUEBEC,
' VILLAGE oF LORKTTE,

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, .
Ottawa.

Sir,--I have the honor to transmit to you my annual Report for the year ended
30th June last, accompanied by the ordinary tabular statement, which shows an
increase in the population of the Huron Indians at Lorette. This increase is due to
the fact that three families, who had left the village some years ago, have returned.

There has been no discernible progress in the cultivation of the soil this year;
the reserve, the only place where the 1ndians have land to till, is too distant from
the village—one mile and a-half—they, therefore, planted potatoes only and a small
quantity of oats,

The crop this year was tolerably good.

The prosperity of the village is due to the manufacture, by the Indians, of
moccasing and snow shoes; these industries are kept up by the energy of a few
merchants of the place, especially Messrs. Philippe Vincent, Frang»is Groslouis and
Maurice Bastien.

The children have attended school with greiter assidaity than heretofore, and
the rasult has been most favorable.

3-3}
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The old habit of hunting is fast disappearing, and, in time, will be altogether
discontinued.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

GUIL, GIROUX, Ptr,,
Missionary.

.
NorteE DaMe pE BErsiamirs, 25th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to you, for your information, my annual
Report on Indian affairs in my Superintendency. Enclosed please also find my
tabular statement,

Maskonard.

The Indians of Maskonard, Grande Romaine and Natashquan have been tolerably
. succesful in hunting for fur-bearing animals, With the exception of two families
whe suffered from hunger during the winter, all the others’got on pretty well, as they
were successful in killing cariboo and some white partridges, but they ran short of
ammunition,

The health of these Indians this year has been good and they have behaved well.
There were, however, two cases of intemperance, which I placed before Mr. Magistrate
O’Brien when I met him at Sept Isles, as I could not attend to them myself.

Those Indians are very poor, espeoially as regards clothing.

I have distributed to the aged Indians and to the widows the 15 pairs of
blankets I received last fall. They were of great assistance to them. They wish to
get some more, a8 they are o very poor.

As I had a balance on hand from last year’s allowance, I have been able to help
them a little, but there is nothing left for next year. I therefore beg to solicit that a
certain sum be added to the amount which is annually sent to fne 80 as to enable me
to help them, as the amount allowed for the other bands is barely sufficient for them.

hen I passed through those places, the cod fish had not as yet made its
appearance. Only a small quantity was caught last year.

I am of opinion that it is useless to try and induce Indians to fish like the
whites,

The expense incurred by the Government in furnishing them with fishing tackle
is of no benefit to them. They have sold their nets, also a portion of their lines and
sinkers, &o., &o. They say they prefer to go in the woods as they have always been
in the habit of doing.

They are afraid of being sick at sea. I believe that if the Government wishes to
take cave of them it would be better to encourage them to go hunting in the woods ;
:))ixt t;;)r that they require powder, shot and percussion caps, and at least 16 pairs of

ankets. -

Were the Government to grant them those articles, they would be very grateful
for the gift.

Eight familics were absent hunting on the Esquimaux land. I could not,
therefore, see them, as they did not return before I left.

Mingan.

Six adults died last fall at Mingan from fever and colds. They were all well
when I was there, Their behavior during the year has been good and they have
abstained from all spirituous liguors. :
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They were not very successful in hunting for fur-bearing animals, the fire, as

{ou know, having passed over their hunting grounds. No one, however, suffered from
unger during the winter.

They succeeded in killing some cariboo and a number of white partridges, but
they also ran short of ammunition.

The fishing, considering their number, did not amount to much, they having only
killed 45 selmon. '

Those Indians are very poor, especially as regards clothing, I join them in
sglicigng the Government to give them 15 pairs of blankets; also some powder,
shot, &a.

Four families belonging to this band had crossed over to the southern coasts of
Gaspé. I could not, therefore, see them, but I was informed that they are all well.
behaved and were ounly to return on the reserve next summer.

Sept Isles and Moisie.

I have ascertained with pleasure that the Indians of Sept Isles and of Moisie
abstained during the whole of the year from spirituous liqaors. They are a well-
behaved band and their health is good. Their success in hunting for far-bearing
animals was not very great, but there was no misery among them. They killed
some cariboo and a great number of white partridges, but also ran short of ammuni-
tion.

During my stay there several Indians were busy fishing for cod. They were toler-
ably successful, but when the time to go in the woods arrived, they counld not stop,
they had to go! The boat which you gave them is in good condition.

I took upon myself to place a young girl 15 years of age in a family. She is
infirm, not being able to walk. Her mother is a widow and cannot take her into the
woods. I bave made no definite arrangement as regards the payment for the keep-
ing of this girl, but I trust you will see that her expenses are paid.

There are also two old persons, a man and wife, each 80 years of age, They have
no family connection and are incapable of supporting themselves. They are at the
meroy of every one. They have asked me to obtain for them a shelter for the winter.
1 'roldy them that I could not promise to do anything for them until I was authorized
by you to that effect.

As there are several old Indians and widows there, 15 pairs of blankets would
be of much help to them, As you kuow, those blankets cannot last them very long,
a8 they have nothing else to travel with.

Godbout.

The Indians of Godbout have enjoyed good health during the whole of the
year. They did not hunt but spent a part of the winter season at la Pointe des
Mcnts, in company with some other families who had gone there to hunt for seals,
which were very Elentiful. Besides seals they killed also all the white partridges
they wanted, as they were in abundance. I asked them if they had experienced any
misery during the winter. They answered me that with the exception of two families,
who, through their own improvidence, had suffered a little, they had not. Last year
the head of one of those two families, J. Bte. Picard, killed as many as 50 seals, but
he spent foolishly what he had made; later not having succeeded in obtaining
credit from a certain trader, Picard and this trader tried to get the Government to
support him. It was then that he telegraphed to the Department. He also prevailed
upon a reverend gentleman, through false representation, to telegraph to me. On my
arrival at that place, having found out that his scheme had been discovered, he left
for parts unkrdbwn and I have never seen him since.

The other party, who is & good for nothing, lazy fellow, alss suffered to a certain
extent. He told me himself that he had refused to work for a telegraph company
at $1.00 per day and found, because he said the pay was not high enough.
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I konow that neither of them ever pay their debts; that they are lazy and are
addicted to drink,

A few pairs of blankets would be received with gratitade by the widows and the
two old Indians of that place. They have also applied to me for powder, shot and
percussion caps.

Escoumains.

The health of the Indians at Escoumains is good. This band is very well-behaved
and they do all kinds of work; they do not suffer in any way.

To encourage them, I distributed to them, last spring, a small quantity of pota-
toes and seed grain,

Their orop looks well and promises a fair yield, if there is no frost. They have
built two good shingled-roofed {,og houses. They own an old horse, and they have
asked me to try an get them a plough, one harrow and & pair of wheels.

There is & resident doctor at Escoumains. Last year a poor Indian woman
would have actually died had it not been for the charitable attendance of this doctor,
although he knew perfectly well that her husband could not pay him.

The doctor has since informed me that he wonld not attend, in future, to the
Indians, unless the Government were willing to give him some remuneration for his
services. The Indians hope that the Government will do so.

_ Betsiamits Reserve.

All the Indians of Batsiamits are now together; their health is good and they
are & well-behaved people. They have made some progress, as far as temperance is
concerned. ‘

There were two deaths during the last winter, caused by consumption,

The result of their hunt for fur-bearing animals was about the same as that of
last year. They have disposed of their furs, however, at a higher price,

They experienced no misery during the year; the white partridges were of
great assistance to them during the winter.

I distributel to them, at the request of the chief, some potatoes, and they
planted nearly the whole of them. I also gave them spades and shovels, so
that they might cultivate their potatoes,

I make no reference to ‘the wood cut on the reserve, as the matter is already
well known to your Department.

On account of the great number of widows, old Indians and children residing
on the reserve, I beg to apply for 25 pairs of blankets ; also for medicines, such as
pain killer, paregoric, salts and senna, camphor, cod liver oil, &e., &ec.

From $50 to $100 worth of medicine would be of great use to our poor Indians,
especially were they to get it this fall.

The constable accompanied me during my visits to the difforent posts on the
coasts, and his presence had the effect of making the Indians understand that the
G)vernment will exact good behavior from them.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your very obadient servant,

L. F. BOUCHER,

Indian Supt.
Coataam HEeap, N.B,, 1st September, 184,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

.
Sir,—I have the honor to submit herewith, for the information of the Depart
ment, the inclosed tabular statement for the year ended the 30th of June, 1884,
The tabular statement shows a decrease in the population of five during the year,
which was caused by death.
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The Indians in this superintendency continue in much the same siate; quite a
number, however, have made much progress in farming, and I have endeavored to
encourage others to follow their example by giving a larger share of seeds to those.
who farm most.

With regard to the statistics, there is little or no difference from last year.

The moneys received from the Depariment have been disposed of with as much-
economy as possible in the purchase of seeds and in assisting the sick and aged ones.

The school at Eelground, taught by Mr. Flinne, is in a very efficient state, and
cannot fail to have a beneficial influence. I regret to state that the one at Burnt
Church has been closed for some time past, owing chiefly to the difficulty of getting
a teacher who would take charge of it for the salary offered, but I hopeto be able
to have it again opened before long.

i have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
CHAS. SARGEANT,
Indian Supt,

————e

No report from the South-Western Superintendency, New Brunswick, formerly
under Superintendent Wm. Fisher.
[ ) e ——
PerrH CExTRE, N.B., 30th Angust, 1884,

The Right Ilonorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa.
Sir,—I have the honor to submit my annual Report of Indian affairs in this
Agency for the year ended the 30th June last. .

The Indian band at Tobique has a population of 187, being an increase of 21 over
last year, arising partly from births and partly from immigration. Thatat Edmund-
ston has a population of 30, having decreased one daring the year. The total popula-
tion of both bands is 217.

The agricaltural prospects of the band at Tobique are better than last year, there
there having been more seed sowed ; the crops are looking well.

The school which has been taught continuously at Tobique for the last three
years and a half, has been a success. The teacher, Miss Hartt, possesses the esteem
and confidence of the band, and the children have made good progress under her
tuition, The average attendance for the last year waa 20, being 80 per cent. of the
whole number attending school.

The small band at Edmundston (above refered to) have a splendid tract of 500
acres of land. They do not farm much themselves, but let it out to the white settlers
on shares.

They do not send their children to the public school of that place as they
formerly did, although the school house is not more than 100 rods from their dwell-
ings, The number in the band of an age to attend school is about eight.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obelient servant,
MOSES CRAIG,
Indian Agent.

ANNApPoLI8 Rovar, N.S,, 11th August, 1884,
The Right Honorable '
The Superintondent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Ste,—I have the honor to transmit herewith my Report and tabuiar statement
for the year ended 30th June, 1884.
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1 regret not being able to report an improvement in the condition of the Indians
of this distriot daring the past year, they remaining in much the same condition as
heretofore.

I have visited every encampment in Annapolis County, and gained all the infor-
mation from Shelburne that was possible, The census shows a slight increase in the
numbers of the band.

I have ascertained that there are several lots of land reserved for the Indians,
but 8o far cannot learn the number of acres in each reserve. The land is exceedingly
rough and a great proportion of it utterly unfit for cultivation.

Owing to the exceedingly dry weather of last season, the crops throughout the
whole country were unusually light. The crops planted by the Indians suffered from
drought, in common with those of the white settlers.

A few Indians own small tracts of lund containing from half an acre to two
acres. These lands are cultivated by them, while others are permitted to plant on
the property of neighboring farmers, but as none of them keep stock or own
farming implements, I have found it necessary to purchase manure and hire men to
plough theland for them, otherwise it would have been useless to supply them with seed.

Salmon fishing and trapping have, in the past, been a source of considerable
income, but these are fast failing, the former being injured by the erection of mill
dams; the latter, from the fact that valuable fur-bearing animals are fast becoming
extinet. .

Referring again to the reserves I find it imposrible to induce the Indians to settle
on them, and they are now willing to permit the sale of them, since some white men
are tre:passing by the cutting of timber and otherwise. I have posted notices in one
or two localities forbidding such trespass.

In conclasion, I would say that very little improvemant can be expected in the
Micmac Indiaos untit they learn to lead a more settled life than has characterized the
tribe in the past, .
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
GEO. WELLS,
Indian Agent District No.1 “A4."

Bear River, N.S,, 13th Septcmber, 1884.
The Right Honorable

The Superintendent-Gauneral of [ndian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Str,—I have the honor to submit my Report, with tabular statement, respecting
the Indians of my Agency, District No. 1 “b,” including the Counties of Digby and
Yarmouth, for the year ended the 30th June, 1884.

There is no change of importance to note since my last report, the Indians
continuing the same routine from year to year, any change for the better being
hard'lly" peroeptable.

he tabular statement shows an increase in the various industries, owing
largely to the high prices of fish, oil and furs during the last summer and autumn.

In agricultural pursuits, with a few exceptions, I bave no improvement to
report, as the mijority prefer the wmore exciting yet uncertain employment of
hunting or fishing. We also regret to note a small decrease in the avarage attendance
at the Indian School on the reserve on account of many leaving the reserve in
autumn and spring. Mr. Kerr, the teacher, is very diligent in his duties, striving, not
only to advance his pupils in reading writing &c, but in habits of cleanliness and
morality.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
FREEMAN McDORMAND,
Indian Agent, District No. 1, “ B.”
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KextvitLe, N.S,, 17th July, 1884.
The Right Honorable -
The Superintendent-General of Ind.an Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sia,—I have the honor to send you, to day, my anoual Report on the state of
the Indians in this County, as well as tabular statements connected therewith.

I bave still the pleasure to record the peaceable, quiet and orderly conduct of
the Indians of this Agency, being far superior to that of their white neighbors, of
the same class in life, The are almost all of them sober, temperate, and moderately
industrious. As a rule they are a religious people, many of them pious, strictly
Roman Catholic, attending their chapels on Sundays and holidays whenever they
can—some, perhaps weak in morals, throush the faunlts of their white neighbors,

Death has stricken down two of the mlost notable men among them, father and
son—I meanfthe two Pauls. I placed more confidence in Joseph Paul than any
other man among them. I entrusted the management of the Indian or Government
fund entirely to him and was guided much by his judgment. They will be much
missed here, as newer families are coming in who are not their equals.

Some gix weeks rince I received information of an outrage committed upon two
peaceable, inoffensive families, by two drunken roughs breaking into their camp in
the night, beatirg the men, the women fleeing into the woods, in their fright, for
safety. They then eet fire to their camp, after breaking and destroying everything
valuable. This occurred about eighteen miles from here. I immediately wrote to a
prominent magistrate in that neighborhool, asking him to take notice of the affair
and bring the offenders to justice.

I have since learted that with the help of Father Holden they have compromised
the affair with money; but it should have been a ciiminal matter.

There are no Indian schools in this County, but the public schools are all open to
Indians. They do not, however, often avail themselves of the privilege thus open to
them. One boy, however, attends our school, and a bright, clever fellow he is, and a
favorite with the whole school.

The Indian is evidently in a state of transition. Woods, guns and hunting
grounds disappear, but enterprise, ambition and amalgamation will take their place,
and the effect will some day]:)e apparent.

Pardon this digression, but 1 cannot help thinking that they will attain, as they
deserve, a future better than their present. :

Your most obedient servant,

I. E. BECKWITH,
Indion Agent, District No. 2.

CaLEpoNIA, N. S, 25th August, 1884,
The Rirht Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—As the accompanying tabular statement contains all requisite information,
any Report for th's year, concerning the Indians in the counties,of Queen’s and
Lunenburgb, must necessarily be brief.

Death has carried off, within the past two months, Mr. Peter Gload, of Grafton,
and his wife, Hannah. Gload was a man of an industrious nature, and had made a
very comfortable home for himself and family, He was the only selfsupporting
Indian in the County.

Bad neighbours have since frightened their only daughter from the homestead,

in order, 1 am told, that the practice of stealing timber may the more easily be
carried on,
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I regret to have to record a sad case of drowning, ocoasioned by liquor. It
occurred in February last, at Mill Village. The Liverpool Advance thus speaks
of the lamentable occurrence: ¢ QOur Indians, who are pretty flush with cash, had
rather a lively time at their camps a few weeks ago, on eight bottles of rum, obtained
at Liverpool. One of them, a young man named Peter Pigtow, rushed from his
companions early S8unday morning, while crazed with liquor, and has not since been
heard of. His friends have been searching for him in all directicns, but have found
no trace of his whereabouts. Fears are entertained that he has either fallen into
the river or sirayed into the woods and perished. So much for rum's doings.” A
few months later, while some men were working logs about the dam, the body of &
man was discovered lodged against one of the piers. Upon examination it proved
to be the remains of the unfortunate Pigtow. Since then I have administered the
temperance pledge to the majority of those under my care; and to remove temptation,
have called on all the liquor dealers at Liverpool, and received their promise to give
no liquor to Indians under any consideration.

&nite a large quantity of salmon was taken in the early spring by Indians at
Mill Village, and later ob by those at Milton, During the month ot February a few
Iridianslgook from the Port Medway river salmon aggregating 55 1bs., and selling at
$1 per 1b.

p'].‘he Indians of this county have had a fair return of crops, excepting hay,
which is below that of last year. The children do not take as kindly to the schools
a8 I would wish. The dislike of associating with them in the school evinced by
white children may, to some extent, account for this,

In Lunenburgh County, the attendance at school is about the same as last year.

The crops with them are, as here, fairly good ; hay below last year.

The Labradors have sold out to an American company their shares in the gold
mines near Bridgewater, and placed the money in bank.

I find the Indians of both counties, as & general rule, sober, industrious and
attentive to their religious dutics, Were they not tracked by unprincipled vendors
of poisonous liquor, they would be examples worthy the imitation of their more
civilized white neighbour.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

THOMAS J. BUTLER,
Indian Agent, Districts 3 and 4.

No report from District No. 5, Nova Scotis, to which a new Agent has baen
newly appointed.

No report from Mr. James Gass, District No. 6 ¢ A", Nova Scotia.

Truro, N.S., 15th July, 1831.

The Right Honorable
Tae Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
* Ottawa.

Sir,—I beg to enclose herewith tabular statement containing statistios for the
year ended 30th June last; also Report concerning the Indians under my charge.

I have very little to state. We have had the usual amount of sickness and death,
but no deaths from contagious diseases.

During tho past year I had two persons arrested for selling liquor to the Indians,
and proved my case ; but, unfortunately, they both escaped from the hands of the
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policemen and have not been seen since; but it had a good effect, as very little
“fire water ” can be obtained by them since that time,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

D. H. MUIR, M.D,,
Indian Agent, District No. 6 ¢ B.”

ParrsBoro’, N. S,, Oct. 1st, 1884,

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sie,—I have the honor to submit the following Report, together with tabular
statement for the year ended the 30th June last.

I am pleased to be able to report a marked improvement in the condition of the
Indians living at Halfway Lake. This band devote considerable attention to the
cultivation of their lands, and are generally more industrisus in their habits than
those living in other garts of the Coanty. They take considerable interest in the
education of their children, and, so far as they can, send them to the district school,

Their crops were good, but many suffered the loss of a large portion of their
potatoes during the winter on account of their cellars not being frost-proof, They
teel the need of a suitable team to do their plonghing; as it is, they are compelled to
work out with the nearest farmer in order to secure the service of his team in break-
ing up their land. .
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

A, T. CLARKE,
Indian Agent, District No. 7.

Picrou, N.S,, 39th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—Changes in the habits of the Micmac tribe of Indians are so slow of
accomplishmen: that one finds scarcely anything to note from one year to another.
If, however, a comparison be made with a period ten or fifteen years past, the
difference between then and now is obvious enough to make a decided impression on
the most carcless observer. A change has certainly been effected in the mean time ;
but like everything else in which the tribe acts a part, it has been produced so
gradually and noiselessly. that we become aware of its existence only by comparing
the state of facts before us with what our memory calls to recollection.

A very few years ago, the Miomac tribe was entirely engaged in basket making
and coopering. A desultory essay by way of fishing with hook and line in the deep-
sea, was the only variation in their monotunous life. Hunting, of course, they followed,
as they still 1o some extent do, at special seasons ; but their staple avocation was as
described. Wood was plenty and within available distance of the towns, in which
they found their principal market. With the disappearance of the forest, the Micmac
found his ancient occupation gone, and necessity constrained him 1o exert his
energies in a new direction, He began to appear in other fields of labor, so that
to-day, there is no employment in which he does not compete, occasionally at least
with his white brethern. He enters the mine, he works on a farm, he is a wharf
builder, he makes boats, he is a self-tanght, but skilful house and ship carpenter.



44 [parr 1.}

Withal, he is the least troublesome to law officials, and the least offensive to his fellow
‘men, of all Her Majesty’s subjeots. Au occasional indulgence in intoxicating liquids
—and this is growing rarer every day—is the only cause that ever brings him into
acquaintance with a bailiff or policeman. His honesty amid great want and frequent
privation is proverbial. I have never know a single case of theft to have occurred in
the tribe. In his dealings with traders who give him credit for the merchandise he
Eurchases, he may be dilatory in meeting his engagements to make payments; but

o never pleads the statute of limitation, His money may bo slow of coming, but it.

" is sure in the end.

St. Anne’s Day, July 26th, is his greatest festival—his Christmas, New Year,
and Thanksgiving combined. He repairs to his church, usually built on a picturesque
island, and always on this occasion draped out with tasteful ornaments and finery,
that is not by any means tawdry or otherwise inappropriate. Wild flowers deck tho
altar, and arches of evergreen lead to the entrance. He is dressed in his best, and
his wife and daughters exhibit their well-preserved silks in a profusion that causes
envy to many a peasant girl. The festival over, and his religious exercises very earn-
estly performed, he returns to his usual habitation and to whatever avocation he
may have found best adapted to the securing of a livelihood. In years past, he used
to wander through the forest, or pass in a canoe from headland te headland, pitching
his wigwam where he passed the night, and never remaining long in one place. Of
late, he has become settled in his habits, and dwells from year to year in the same
locality. He builds a house and makes it comfortable. St, Anne’s Day alone calls
him forth from his home. He reverences his chief, and consults him in every
serious undertaking. The young suitor gets his leave before uniting his fate with
the dusky maiden who has won his rogard. The chief’s word is law when it is
uttered ; but custom and the unwritten traditions of the race, effectually dissuade
that important diguitary from interposing his awful authority in other than matters
of weighty import. Apnd all the time the chief, notwithstanding tho power he
exercises, is to all appearance an ordinary Indian working at his trade, and eking
out a precarious subsistence, undistinguishable from the subjects who acknowledgo
‘his dominion, .

In the district under my supervision, very little farming, comparatively speak-
ing, is carried on. A few persons cultivate potatoes enough for their own use, and
one or two raise wheat. The lands reserved for them are not sufficiently extensive
to admit of wider agrioultural operations,

On the Pictou Reserve they have a small village and school, which latter, how-
ever, i8 not as well attended as the attainments and industry of the teacher should
command,—still it is doing much good. '

{ havo filled up the returns sent from the Department, and mail them herewitk.

1 have the honor to be,
Yours most respectfully,

RODERICK McDONALD,
Indian Agent, District No. 8.

HearaerTon, ANTigoNisH Co., N.S., 6th October, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to you the annual tabular statement of
Indian Affairs, in my district, for the year ended 30th June, 1884, to which I can
add but little by way of report. My appointment to the agency took place only
three months before the end of the year, and, therefore, my experience in the capacity
of Indian agent does not enable me to enter upon a complete report. The figures in
the tabular statement can only be approximately correct in several instances, as it
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is difficult to obtain reliable information from the Indians, This, however, is not
owing to an indieposition on their part to impart the information, but to their
inability to do so as wall. One would imagine that the chief and captains of a small
band, like that of the Micmacs in this district, would be familiar with the affairs of
the band, but one has only to seek the information necessary for a complete report
to know how utterly unreliable it is when received. Were it not for the encourage-
ment given by Government in the shape of farming implements and fertilizers,
farming would be impossible to them, and would soon be abandoned for the more
congenial ocoupations of coope:ing, basket making, and bead work, and even with
the aid they receive, I fear it will be long befure the Indians of Antigonish can be
considered an agricultural people.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN J. CHISHOLM,
Indian Agent, Dig'rict No. 9.

REp TsrLaxp, N. 8., 2nd September, 1884,
The Right Honorable
. The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to submit herewith the tabular statement for the year
ended 30th June, 1884,

To the information therein contained I have but little to add.

The crops on the Indian reserve, thus far, promise well, and should the weather
continue favorable, will yield a fair average.

The Indians of my agency make slow but evident progress in culti\;ating their
lands.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN McDOUGALL,
Indian Agent, District No. 10.

River INBABITANTS, INVERNESS Co., N. S., August, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
: Ottawa,

Sie,—1I have very little to add by way of supplement to the tabular statement I
have the honor to transmit to you. During the year ended 30th June, last, there were
9 pirths and 5 deaths. I am hapr to state that the condition of the Indians through-
out my Xency has very materially improved during the last year. By slow degrees,
some of them are becoming more thrifty and provident.

A few of them had sufficient potatoe seed for their own use, and some to spare, last
May. As a rule, the Indians of this band are very industrious. In winter and sam-
mer the majority of the men are generally employed in coopering, making wash
tubs, butter tubs, churns, &o., &c., and the women in making baskets and beaded
moceasing, and lPomupine quill fancy boxes. These wares they dispose of for the
necessaries of life principally in the Village of Whycocomah.

When not in real destitution, they seem always happy and contented, much more
o than other Eeople could be under similar circamstances. Potatoes, for which the
soil on the Whycocomah Reserve is well adapted, are their principle artiele of food.

The Indians of my agency are a law abiding people, and afford an example it
would be well for some of their white civilized neighbors to imitate.
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I have now only to add that it is a matter of congratulation to be in a position
to affirm, that in regard to morality, they at least show no change for the worse.

It would be hard to find anywhere & people among whom the precepts of nature
and religion are more faithfully observed.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

D. MoISAAC,
Indian Agent, District No. 11.

Iona, 10th Soptember, 1884,

The Right Honorable
'%he Saperintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sia,—In connection with Indian matters in this. district, I have nothing very
important to report.

The school at Middle River has been in operation since November lasi, and I am
happy to report that it is doing.very well.

The children attending school show adegree of intelligence and tidiness, altogether
wanting in those who do not attend.

The crop of potatoes and grain this year promises to be excellent. The soil in
Middle River Reserve is specially adapted for potatoes and wheat.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient gervant,

R. GRANT,
Indian Agent, District No. 12,

CurisTMAS IsLaND, N, 8., 25th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
he Superintendant-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sie,—I forward by this day's mail, tabular statement, Outside of this statement,
I have nothing to report.
Your obedient servant,

M. McKENZIE,
Indian Agent, District No. 13.

Lexyox IsLanp, P.EL, 8th August, 1884.

The Rifht Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to you herewith my report and tabular
statement for the year ended the 30th June last.

I am happy to be able to state that the Indians of Lennox Island are giving up
their nomadic habits.

Usually when the spring sowing was over, the Indians would leave the reserve
for places in the vicinity of railway stations, where they would pitch their tents, to
return only for Ste. Aun’s day, the 26th of July, when, after one week's stay, thoy
would again go away for two or three months to retarn for the winter season.
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With the exception of one or two families who remained on the Island, the others
always absented themselves everv year,

This summer, however, only two families left the reserves. All the others re-
mainIecli, a(izd have expressed their intention of spending the whole of the summer on
the Island. :

Some of these Indians live by fishing. At this season of the year they fish for
cod ; later on for mackerel,

Two Indians of this reserve purchased a large fishing boat last spring, for which
they paid $40.

In order to obtain the necessaries of life, those who do not fish follow their own
trade, and those who do not liveon the reserves, earn their subsistence by making
butter tubs, baskets, &ec.

The Indians of these reserves are making some progressin agriculture, and they
gv}nced last spring greater interest in the cultivation of the soil than they ever did
before,

I distributed last spring 231 bushels of potatoes to be used asseed, 19 bushels
of wheat, and 110 bushels of oats.

One Indian sowed 5 bushels of wheat, another 13 bushels of oats, several sowed
each 8 bushels of oats and planted as many bushels of potatoes, and sowed from 1 to
2 bushels of wheat.

The crop looks well, with the exception of the potatoes, which wero damaged by
rain which fell almost constantly during last July.

The crop last year was very good ; several families had enough potatoes to last
them through the winter, and two Indians of the Morell Reserve%ad enough leit to
plant last spring.

An Indian who owned a piece of land and a house near the charch, bat who
only occupied the house for about one week during the year, sold the land and house
to another Indian named Stanislas Frangois, for the sum of $60.00; and having econo-
mized this last succeeded in paying the whole amount during the year. He sowed
two acres of this land with oats, and cleared one acre, on which he planted potatoes.
He is tull of courage, and says that in three years he will have ten acres cleared.

He manifected much pleasure in showing me his field of oats, which is remark-
ably fine.

yThe Morell Reserve Indians are very anxious to own & horse with which to work
their lands, and also to bring to the railway station, 5 miles distant, their manufac-
tured goods. Each time I have had occasion to visit their reserve they never failed
to ask me if I was going to purchase the horse during that visit.

They have much difficalty in procuring horses to plough their lands in the
spring.

P Igam still teaching on Lennox Island. The children are making good progress,
and are very docile.

I had the pleasure of & visit from Mr. J.S. Murray, School Inspector. He
appeared quite satisfied with the result of the examination, and said he intended
making another visit here during the summer season.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JEAN O. ARSENAULT,
Indian Superir tend nt.
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PorragE 1A PramriE Acexcy—TreaTY No. 1,
ManNi1TOBA, 30th August, 1884,

The Right Honorable
he tuperintendent General of Indian Affairs,
Ottaws.

. S1r,—I have the honor to transmit, for your information, the following Report
and tabular statement in duplicate, showing the state of the Indians under my
charge, for the year ended 30th of June, 1884.

The Roseau River Bands

were paid this year on the 5th and 7Tth of July, and I am happy to state that
there was & marked improvement in these Indians, both in their appearance and
in their oonduct, Last year, when I was leaving the reserve, there were, I believe,
nine-tenths of them lying drunk, but this year when I left the reserve there was not
one Indian the worse of liquor. I had two very good constables this year, and
through their exertions, the use of lignor among the Indians was prevented to a
great extent.

I commenced paying them on Saturday, and on Saturday night, or rather
Sunday morning, we were all aroused from our slumbers by the howling of drunken
men and women. We immediately made prisoners of four of the Indians whom we
found drunk, and destroyed several bottles of whiskey. Three of these were arrested
tfor being drunk and the fourth one for attempting to stab one of the constables. We
handcuffed them and made them secure until they got sober, and I fined the three
for drunkeness under section 94 of the Indian Act. The other man who was taken
up for attempting to stab, was in charge of a man who gave the constables some
assistance, and while I was taking the evidence, the constables not having hold of
him, he saw an opportunity and made for the woods which were close by. He had
the handcuffs only on one hand, and the constables did not happen to have hold of
him, so he made his escape, handcuffs and all.

On Sunday evening there were quite a number of French half-breeds on the
reserve who had no business there, and we ordered them all away within thirty
minutes, for I was under the impression that they had liquor secreted all through
the woods, and in less than that time there was not one to be seen, and from that
time until we left there was no appearance of liquor on any person.

These bands got 100 bushels of fotatoes, a little corn and a few peas this spring,
which they planted. Tae potatoes, I am afraid, will not amount to much, as they
had been cut several times by the grubs before I saw them, and, at the time of pay-
ment, were looking very bad. The corn was looking well, but being american, I
am afraid it will not ripen here. I hired Carribeau, the French half-breed whom I
mentioned in my last report, to break and backset all the land he could this summer
in breaking time, agreeing to give him $1.50 for each ploughing. He had about
ten or twelve acres broken when I was making the payments.

I also purchased an ox for them, for which I paid $80, to replace the one sold
by two members of the band in 1882, This amount I retained from the two Indians
who disposed of the ox, retaining this year $35, and last year §15.

The Long Plain Band.

A number of this band show a grert desire for farming. Thoy were loaned a
yoke of oxen this spring, but it was too late for putting in wheat before I got
nstructions to buy them; I therefore, had to hire a man and team to plough and sow
with wheat the eight acres I got braoken last year; the Indians themselves did the
fencing.

The wheat iooks very well for the chance it had. The ground was very dry when
it was sown, and the most of tho grain did not come up until the rains came, which
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was three weeks or more after it was sown. From the present appearanoce, I would
judge it will yield at least twenty hushels to the acre.

They planted this year about seventy-five bushels of potatdes, two-thirds of a
bushel of corn, a little peas, and some garden seeds. In general, the crops on this
revservel look well ; the Inaians have taken very good care of them and kept them
quite clean,

I hired one of the Indians to break and backset all he could this season, agreeing
to give him $1.50 per acre for each ploughing. At the time of the payments he had 16
acres broken, and for appearanee and quality I would put it against any ploughing I
have secn.

I have made arrangementa with the Incians themselves to pay them $1 per acre
for cutting, binding and setting up the eight acres of wheat. I prefer this way of
getting tho Indians to work, even if they have to be paid, as it will give them a
knowledgo of how farming is done and " will be the means of inducing them to
remsin more on their reserves.

This band is pretty well satisfied, and I trust that in a very few years many of
them will become self-supporting., There is quite 8 number of them who work out
for the farmers at all kinds of work, and it will only require a few of those who
understand the work to set the example on the reserve, and others, will follow the
example set before them.

ne of this band, by name Kitchipaness, purchased for himself an ox, and I am
desirous to purchase & mate for it in place of the ox I sold some time ago, as
there wili be then two yoke on the reserve. There will be about 30 acres to plough
this fall, and I am very anxious to have it all ploughed so that we may be able to get
the crops in carlier next spring.

The Swdn Lake Band

As usual, are determined not to go to their reserve to be paid. They want to be
paid on, and have everything that ia given to or done for them to be given and done
on the section the Government gave them two years ago. They claim this place to
be the reserve that was originally given them by the Treaty at the Stone Fort, and
will never consent to give it up. ‘They deny having oonsented to a division of the
band by Governor Morris, in 1876, or to agreeing to take their reserve at Swan Lake.
They claim that it was only the chief and one or two others who azreed to the

change. ‘ , .

fetrust that something will be done at once to make this band understand that
it is impossible to allow them to held the original reserve, as the whole country
which comprised it is patented to actual settlers and others.

I got the ten acres on the reserve aropped this spring, eight acres of it in wheat
and the remainder in potatoes, corn and peas, but owing to the latemess of the
season and the dryness of the ground ‘when it was sowed, the wheat crop loocked but
very middling, not having come up-until the June rains fell. However I think it will
ripen before the frost comes,but will not yield more than twelve or fifteen bushels to
the acre. The potatoes, corn and ‘peas ‘locked pretty well.

With the permission of the Department, I let a job of breaking and backsetting
twenty acres more on this recerve, at a cost of $6 per acre, and when the man got
fifteen acres ploughed one of his horses took sick, and he was in consequence unable
to complete the contract in full. 1 believe it is just as well it happened so, for if the
Indians are determined not to go there, I see no ,use whatever in making any more
improvements. ’

I made arrangements, when I was there, on the 12th inst., to have the wheat
cut and stacked. t year six or seven families moved to the reserve and remained
there all winter, and made a very good living by fishing, as they got ready sale for
their fish to the farmers in the neighborhood; but early in the spring they went
away to hunt, and have not since returned, all through of two or three of the
leading men of the band. ' : ' -
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ghtmhoa that. thaompson this reserve last year were all destroyed. The
-oats being quite lste, met the same fate thst was common to all the crepa in that
part of the cpn tr{ kaued by the frost. The potatoes, although a wery fair
«crap, wave also al lmt being frozen when being dug and improperly piited,
through the carelessness of the Farm Instructor who had charge of the reserve at the
time. ose that were pitted I found in one frozen :mass when I went out this
mtogetmd,andmthmfomoﬂigadtopumhm o

EE R _ The Sandy Bay Band.
Thdemuublabinﬂman forthe'p:atthroo .or four years, on
soconnt of the high water; but I have every reason to hope that hereafler will-

be able to make rapid lmprovementa, on saccoant of the water in the lake having
become several feet lower than it has been for some years.
This reserve is well adapted for stock raising and fishing. It never can be of
mucb use for growing grain. Potatoes and other roats are about all that can
be raised to advantage ; but, notwitk@fnding, the Indians are well satisfied wlt.h it.
‘They oan raise any number of cattlWith very little labor, and have the very heat
shelter for them in the numerous tiNgkly-set ' bluffs ad;aeent to the lake, where they
-oan havo water in abundance at all sédsgns of the year,
- planted this ;year ovd nndred lmﬂhels of Jota.toea‘, two-thirds of &
oorn, some peas and sOMiQ Yffthe small 1 of which looked very
msingwhenlwumahng R’ Ddynent ofannmtlﬂo on the 22ndJnl
They have a pretty good supPly.of horses and horned cattle nearl all of their
-own raising, having only received, IPofn the Government one yoke of axen, one of
which strayed away shortly after hby are anxions to get the bull and cows they
.are entitled to under Treaty, sgock oconsigts at present of tweuty-five horses
-and -one head of horned 3 TRey havo hay in abundance this year. They
g wagﬁom and a few carts. The chief of
Aplre rt. He died during the winter. He wasa'
very-old man and had been vory igble for some time. I caused an election.of a ehief
to take place thi r before I comMenced pa them, There were two men:
poaedfortheposi deunnds::gvh p:lfto be taken, the one candi
receiving twenty-seven votes and the twenty-five votes. The name of the obief
-aleat is. 'gfmoio Demardis. He was an adopted child of the old ohief.
They imt up a very good hewed lo building, 18 x 24 feet, for a school house.
It was: for theinside furnishing, ‘the éxoeption of the roof and fioer, which
Iexpoot‘tote soon oompleted, so that the doors, windows, desks and seats can be

ut 1,
P "built several new houses this year, making them very neat and eomfort-
able, th good thatohed roofs, and the logs were hewed inside and out, and they ase

‘bave & ly ‘of boats, o
this band d: &Zoonz‘r’

makin ons for larger gardens unother year. In many of their gardens I
ARW so%n": ﬂnut corn and potatoes that I have seen in my’ tyuvoln.
The Rolling Riger Band.

This band was formerly under the supervision of Mr. Agent Herchmer. It
pears to be ooqus«l of Indiaus from different reserves in the west. They have no
regnlar ‘chief and head men, and no regularly laid -out reserve. The only land be-
longing Yo them is & quarhr section purchased for them by the Government Iast
‘winter from John Cameron.

I started for the. Bolh River {o make the payment of annuities on the' h of
July, and reaohed the ancempment of the Indians about 11 o'clock of the 31st. I
fonn:l,t.bolndmns @ oa mna bgtntmll vallgy at the junotion of the TLittle Sas- -
ka,tobewan vers, where 1 also met Mr. Agent Hérchmer with the
supplies. Indnans that I wonld deliver to them their su ies at the

‘house on t.'he quarter-sechon, which 'had béen “purchased for them by th Govarp-
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ment, and as soon after as they would be.ready, I would commence paying

The man, South Quill, whom they seem to regard as their chief or leading i
objected at once, stating hat they had heen paid where they were then encamped,
and that they wanted to be paid there this year, as Cbiy 1¢ son this place as
their reserve, havipg ocoy ieg‘it for many years back. I inform g’om that it was
impossible for me $a pay them there, as that land was patented to private parties,
and that I, as well as themselves, could be prosecuted for tn;gw i? We remained
there. I then told them that they could coneult among theniselves, and I would go
up to the house and await their decision; in about two hours they sent up a
deputation, stating that they wanted to be paid there where their encampment was.,
I informed the deputation that I could not pay them' there under any ciroumstances,
and unless they came and took their money, I wounld have to leave in the morning to
go to the Riding Mountain. I then waited for an hour or two, and went down to
their tents and told them that if they did not receive their money I would leave at
nine o’clock in the morning for Riding Mountain, I then left them and returned to
the house, and abount sun-down they all came trooping up to the house and consented
to take their money this year, but another time tgey must be paid in the valley. So
I commenced pa{zx them, and paid them all by lamp light. I found, in paying
them, that several of the names on the E:{;sheota were on the pay-sheets of some of
the other bands that I had been in the habit of paying.

Prior to this band being added to my Agenc?r, Mr, Agent Herchmer placed
on their reserve a Farm instructor, by the name of Pierre Contois, who speaks the
Indian lanmge, agreeing to pay him at the rate of forty-five dollars ($45) per
month and board ; on the reserve were two yoke of oxen, two ploughs, one harrow,
one waggon, and other smaller implements. '

There is about twenty acres under cultivation on this farm, thirteen acres hav-
ing beon sown with wheat, five or six with potatoes, and the remaicder with turnips,
carrots and smaller

Owing to Mr. Agent Herchmer not having received instructions in time to
purchase the oxen and seed, the sowing of the wheat was rather late; and in addition
to that, the land is very high, and wnseqnonﬂr was very dxz at the time of sowing ;
the wheat did not come up until the rains fell in June, and for ﬂfq:e rassons I fear
will not escape the frost. - When I was making the payments on thq 81st, the wheat
was not out in head, but was a most luxuriant crop; and if it gets.gichance to yipen,
will produce at least thirty-five or forty bushels to the acre. Fhe potatoes and en
staff looked gretty well, and will give a return. ‘ '

Contois broke about twenty acres of new land this geason. - He broke several

ieces for gardens, and ts to have the whole ploughed this fall, ready to row in
rhe spring. He will also have to build stables for the oxen, and make & root-house
for tge potatoes and turnips. The stables and granary which were on the place
when the Government purchased it were all burned down early in theapdag, the
origii: of utﬂlo fire is ynknown. tha bo tak . to '
wo very streng] t gte) en at opos erly -
reserve for the Their ol: gare':ext agant that it will be_ simor
sible to satisfy them. They claim from nh? boulder about twenty-two miles wegt of
Minnedosa to within a fow miles of Stoney Creek on the east, and north s considerghle
distance, making a very large tract of conntry. . '

Thig is the first year thatan stte:;:f)t has boen made to ageist this band in
supplying them with oxen and seed grain. The instructor ‘was mylied with
provisions to  deal out to the Indians, in order to induce them fo rémain on the
reserve or farm, and to assist the instructor in working. Two of them did quite an
amount of ploughing, and four others did all tho fencifg requfred, and nearly all of
them, both men and women, did the hoeing and planting. ,

'ith tho exception of timir wanting me to pay them wliere they had been in the
habit of getting their pay, I found them very agreeable; and I am of the opinion
that if they got the privilege of electing a Chief and Councillors, and having a reserve
sivag ihép,- they would bo content. ' '
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The Riding Mountain Band.

" 'This band wgs also formerly under the charge of Mr. Agent Herchmer, but
this yedr has been transferred to my agency. :

. Istarted from Rollin% River, in company with Mr, Agent Herchmer, for this
place, on the morning of Friday, tHe lst of August. It rained heavily nearly all.

5 ;. We arrived at the reseive about six o'clock in the evening, and found all the

I;Ziaqs ‘of this band carmaped on the reserve. On the morning of the 2nd, Mr,
Herchmaer caused tho provisions to be brought on the reserve, and I lost no time in
delivering them. Nl e 38 \

After the supplies were delivered I commenced payin&,:gd’r. Herchmer remain-
ing with me, givxn% all information necessary, until I got ugh. ‘It appears that
this band got very little assistance from the artment for some time back. From.
the bull and cows, given them at first, they have raised twenty-six head. Three
brothers, by the name of Bone, have taken care of the cattle and provided hay for
them, and took care of them all the time, and they refuse to do so any longer, unless
the Department gives them an interest in them in this way: the Government to-
accept from them the number of cattle which had been given them, leaving them the
increase ; the returned cattle to be then given to some other member of the band.
who would in his turn receive the increase, and so on until the whole band would be

- supplied. It appears Mr. Herchmer recommended tbis method should be adopted,
and I am of the opinion that were it carried out it would have a very good effect.
I ain’ certain that unless some means is devised by which the Indians can be induced-
to take an interest in cattle, they will be neglected. They sowed about thirty-five
acres of wheat, oats and barley, and planted eighty-five bushels of potatoes and
some garden seeds.

On account of the dryness. of the first part of the season, the wheat crop is.
very light. The oats were very heavy, having been sown later, and came on
rapidly on account of the Jane rains. The wheat was well turned when I was there,
and, I consider, would be out of ithe way of the frost, but the yield will be very
light, not more, I would judge, than twelve bushels to the acre. The potatoes were
almost o failure, the greater part of them never came up, and what did suftered very
much from the grubes.

_ A pumber of this band seem to be quite industrious. One of them has a good.
mower and horse rake, with which he puts up a large quantity of hay, for which he
gets ready saale.

. They claim the north-east quarter of Section 8, which is also claimed by the-
Hudson’s Bay:Company, and the north-west quarter of Section 9, which is claimed.
by the Presbyterian Mission. They ask that the reserve be staked out for them,
showing the limits, in order that they may be able to detect any person who would
be likely to commit tresspass. They also wish to have their reserve surveyed into-
lots, 80 that each family may know its own property. This reserve is consi-
bly broken; the land in gemeral is very rough, and I am informed that
the crops in the valley are more subject to be canght with the frost than on the
hiﬁher ground. This reserve is well and conveniently situated, as it has a grist
mill, saw mill, blacksmith shop and general store on the adjoining section, belonging
to Hudson’s Bay Company, and another grist mill, saw mill planeing machine-
and shipgle machine five miles or less down the river, belonging to Whimster &
Boyle, . The first mentioned saw mill has also a plaining machine and shingle
machine.. ‘A few: of these Indians say they have claims at Lake Audy, about twenty-
five milea north of the reserve, on which they had improvements for a long time, and

they still claim them. : L ' T

..~ This matier of Indians claiming places where they had improvements ;prior to

any treaty having heen made, is otourring on almost all thereserves. There 18 one of
the R River chiefs and his followers who claim at the rapids on that river, abont.
eighteen ihiles from the reserve, and similar “claims are made by the Rolling River
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Band, and Yellow Quill's Band. These claims come up every little while, and cause
me a great deal of trouble, and may cause difficulty with actunl settlers in those
places, they should be settled at once, if possible. This reserve is the only one under
my charge upon which a school has been established. I do npt know how long it has
been in operation. It is taught by Mr. Donald MoVicar; a student from the Manitoba
College. The school was closed when I was there, Tfm_ school house was in a very
delapidated state, in fact it is not fit for a school house. There are none of the acholars
.advanced beyond the second book. Mr. MoVicar, from what I could learn, takes
great pains with the children, and is very popular with them, o . :

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

FRANCIS OGLETREE,
; Indian Agent.

umam—————

St. PeTER's Broken HEAD,
AND FOoRT ALEXANDRIA AGENCY,
CLANDEBOYE, TreaTY No. 1, MANITOBA, 25th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—T have the honor to 'submit my Annuil Report for the year ended 30th
Juno, 1834, togother with tabular statoment, showing the census, industries and con-
dition of the several bands of Indians within my Agency.

I beg to report that the Indians under my charge are doing most satisfactorily,
and are, on the whole, prosperous and contented. They are gradually conformin
to tho way of living and mode of dress of the white man ; only one man appear
at the annual payment at St. Peter’s wearing a blanket, and only eight persons in the
other reserves.

St. Peter’s. ‘ ?

In visiting the people on this reservation, I coticed five sewing machines, all of
which were paid for, two reapers, thirteen mowers, and ono threshing machine,
which cost over $300, a number of buggies, light driving waggons, and lumber
waggons, which are replacing the old River carts. Co

"The crops at present are looking very well, although the wheat and oats are very
backward, owing to the dry spring; for six weeks after seeding some sections had
not a drop of rain, and it was thought there wonld be no crop. However, in July
heivy rains came, which started everythig, and tho growth was very rapid. On
the Ist July there were some fields whore hardly a blade of green grass could bo seen,
but when I reached home, on the 20th, the grass was over two feet high and the
heads of grain were appearing. )

Prairic bay is poor this year, but the hay lands on the north of the reserve are
good, there being hundreds of acres of splendid hay. .

The gardens are, with few exceptions, very poor, owing to the want of rain and
the grubs. Gardening has beon most discouraging during the Jast two years.

Tho catch of fish last winter and during the spring was very great, and there
was a ready ralo for all not required for home consumption, '

I called for statute labor on the 16th June (oune and a-half days) and a ngOd deal
of work was done; four large and soveral small bridges were pulled down_ and
rebuilt; low places were filled up, ditches made, and over four miles of a road cat
along the enst side of the Rod River through the woods (half a chain wido), there
being now only half a mile more to chop and three small bridges to build to make a
continuous road from East Selkirk to the north end of the, reserve. This I hope to
get done next year.
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I have inspeoted the selools st intervals during the year, and the progress of
the children s most satisfactory; this is particularly the casé as réegards those under
the care of Miss McKenaie, Mr. Cochrane and W. H, Prince. The great drawback
is thiat the parents %: off fishing and hunting'and take the children with them. I
hive diddouraged this as much as poss_ibl:ngn@ advised the men fo leave their wives
and families at home during the huntinﬁ nd fishing seasgns. L e -

.. 1 am sorry to say that owing to Father Allard’s very serions illness this summer
the. Roman Catholio Schools have been closed for some time, but as the Ray. gentle-
man has now recovered, he will, no doubt, soon have them in operation again. .

The Indians have been remy . Akeady and sober this year. A Temperance
Society was sucocessfully organized last winter by the clergymen of this reservation;
and in connection with it some entertainments were given, which were productive of

mnoli good s
bre than forty acres of new land has been broken, and over twenty summer
fallows will be put in crop next year.

On account of the severe frost last fall, the crops of grain and gardens stuff were
very much damaged; grain to the amount of fully fifty per cent., and tender plants
entirely, .

Broken Head River.

The crops of grain when I saw them were miserable from the want of spring
rains. Potatoes were fgir,ﬂnrdgn: stuff almost complotely destroyed from want of
fain, and flom the grub. Howeéver, I expect that the July rains, which were very
heav%. must hiave revived vpgetation, and I trust a fair crop will be the result.

he amalgamation of the heathen and christian bands on this reserve hLas
worked very well so far. They are naturally brought together in the transaction of
il;e‘ bu?;:em of the band, and a more friendly spirit is exhibited between them th:in

erotofoie.

* The people of this band lived almost entirely on the produce of their fields, their
fishing and trap;:i:‘f last wintor and Bpl‘il:f; a8 the fishing was good, men from
Winmtgeg came bought the fish from them at their doors, giving fair prices, thoy
were therefore comparatively comfortable throughout the year.

Their eattle were well wintered, and I suppose partly on this account no calves
died, so that there is an increase this“year of eleven head, which is most satisfactory.

A road has been out by the Indians through the Wwoods, on the west side of the
river, ng to the rapids, where I expect a number of them will settle, as land is good
and timbered with second growth poplar, which would not be very hard to clear,

Fort Alexander. :

The erojps here, as in other parts of the country, with the oxoe{)tion of gtatoea,
are poor. ’lﬁ Indians ted this spring 560 bushels potatoes, 16 bushels wheat
andg?)obnahels barley, also garden seeds and corn.

The frost last fall almost entirely destroyed the grain crop, and as the fishing
during the winter was poor, and as there was little work in the lumber woods for the
men, the o spent a hard winter, bzt there were no cases of great destitution
-amongst them.,

e removal of the saw mill at the mouth of the river, has been a great loss to
this place, and the Indians only now realize the benefit they derived from itin the
way of work and ‘wages. Now, if they want to work in the winter, they have to go
a long distance, and are not then certain to obtain it.

o fall fishing was not so sucoessfal last year, it being stormy, the catch was
not quite 16,000 fish, a large number of which they sold for clothing and other
B hin 1.8 very poor place fir stoskaaising ; the hay mead nerel
. is ig & v ace for stock-raising ; ay meadows are merely swamps.
in the woods, wgl:eyre a fegv loads of very in(g;ior swa);np hay can be obtained, and
animals and horses have to become acoustomed to it before they will eat it. g



[ran? 1} . »

Timoethy grows wild along the banks and amongst the bushes, showing that if
the land was cleared, hdy‘m w ' g o 8

I was much pleased when exainintg the Roman Oatholie school, to see how well
the children could read both in Englidh and in French ; they tvidently underrtood
what they read about. This is one of the best schools in my a,%en , being well con«
ducted ; it would compare favorshly with any cotamon school in the country.

The Protestant school had on irb"n opened a ehort time, when I visited it, and
the children were backward; but Mr. Bruoe, the teacher, will keep it open regalatly

now.
1 bave the honor't6 be, Bir, - = 1
Your obedient servant, '
A. M, MUCKLE,
Indian Agent and Farm Instructor.
Manrrona Houss INpiAN Agmnoy—Tamary No. 2,
30th August, 1884,
The Riﬁlﬁt Honorable
e Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa. '

Sm,—In compliance with instractions contained in the circular dated Otta
3rd April, 1884, 1 have the hooor to transmit niy report for the year ended 30
June ﬁat, on the Indians of Treaty No. 2 and part of Treaty No. 4, and also my
tabular statement. »

Lake Manitoba Reserve,

Arrivin% here one day later than the date upon which the payments were decided
to be made, I at once prodeeded to distribute the provisions and continue the general
work attached to the payment of annuity money according to Departmental instrues
tions. I held the usual meeting after the payment was over, when the first councillos -
in the name of the band, eomyained that the quantity of twine supplied is so small
that if divided equally among the different families of the band they would not have
enough even for the repairing of their nets, By gereral consent they divided it
among the oldest members of the band; Hoe also complained, in the same strain, as
to the quantity of powder allotted to them. A ¢omplaint was made also that Kayquss
toosh, a member of the band, had, three winters ago, traded s gdvernment cow,
under his care, for another cow arnd calf, but afterwards sold the calf for his own
benefit. I held an investigation in the matter, the details of which I have forwarded
in a speoial letter. ‘
hey asked me also to recommend that thirteen of the twenty-five. w

which they are yet eutitled be exchanged for thirtoen shovels, The school y O
which mention is made in my repart of last year, is not yet completed, in fact, they
have only roofed it since last year’s payment. However, I used the house aa it was
for my school inspection, after the r, Wm. Sanderson, had gathered the childret
together. Their spelling and reading were very fair, while goos’lpeoimna of hands
writing were exhibited. They are also taught arithmetioc in which they seem to get
along very well. I found it neaessary, however, to advise the teacher as to his mode of
teaching, and I trust that greater progress will be apparent on my next inspection
visit, The crop of potatoes last fall was better than that of 1882, and the quantit
of bay made, far exceeds that of last seassn, TFhere is, however, a large decreaso bo
in the value of fish and far taken. -

1 inspected all the gardens on the reserve excepting those at Elm Point, which T had
not time to visit owing 1o my being & day late here, and from the fact that Elm Point
is situated some five or six miles sastward from the point where the annuities were
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id. The prospects fox the coming. crop are very and it.-wi]l, I trost, exceed
mat of last year, as pretty nearly :sery garden has been enlarged this year,

I dig not waccinate here as the weather was very unfavourable owing- 10 recent
raing.  Having now pompleted my  labor at this reserve, I left there for Ebb and.
Flow Lake on the evening of the 10th, but.the. wind,, becoming again unfavourable,
we had to camﬁon,tbo is opposite the reserve after .travolling some six .miles.
Mr. Inspectar McColl joined us in the evening and spent the night with us, after
qlii‘aspatehing a messenger {0 the reserve to invite the chief and councillors to meet.

m. :

They arrived next morning accompanjed, by the majority of the band, and an
open sir meeting was held. i

The question of the sghool house was, of course, the most important discussed
and resulted in'a very aatisfactory conclusion. Aware, as Mr. D&):Coll was, of the
division between the chief and a portion of the band, and the first councillor and the
other portion of the band residing at Dog Creek, as to the proper site for the final
erection of the Government school house ; he proposed to them tE:t it should be built
exactly half way.betwesn Dog Creek snd the present site, and that each portion of
the divided band shpuld baild the road on each side, meeting exactly at the spot
chosen where they would unite to build and finish the school house without any.
more delay or dissension. . o : : o '

The proposal was unanimously accepted by the band, and thus was this long vexed
question settled satisfactorily, The meeting being now ended we left the reserve and
reached Manitoba Village at 11 p.m. The wind having increased in fury on thefollow-
ing morning, and finding it impossible to use my boat, I consulted Mr, McColl and by
his advice went alone by canoe, leaving instruetions to my crew to follow me.. The.
ourney to the reserve was a very dangerous one owing to the heavy ses, but at 3. p.m.
I succeeded in landing at :

Ebb and Flow Lake Reserve.

After the distribution of provisions and: the payment of annuity money, together
with all the work connected with this, was over, I held a general meeting of the
band, and judging from:the fact that they only asked for a brush plow, it is evident
that the Indians of this band are contented with what the Government has dono for
them. They were also thankfal for the wvacecination which I performod on them,
being aware of the fatal effects of small pox. From personal inspection of their
grdens, I judge that they were enlarged to the extent of two acres and a-half, but

ey have not sown all their broken land, as seed rotatoes were somewhat scarce
this.year. Fish being soance also, they have not killed as ‘many as usual, whilé the
total value of fur taken is also considerably.less than last year, owing to there being
norats to kill. . S o S R
The school was kept open and attended pretty regularly during the scholastic
ear, and-although fair progress is apparent, yot, owing to the illncss of Mrs. Asham,
e teasher, the children have not advanced as much as would have been the case
if they had the benefit of hor tuition during the whole year. However, Mrs. Asham
will again assame her deties after the vacation is over, and from the energy and
devotion she brings in her work, I am . confident that my next report of this school
will be in every way a most satisfactory.one. . = . ‘ '

Haviog finished my duties at Ebb and Rlow Lake, I started for Fairford Reserve,
and although the wind kept annoyingly unfavorable, I succeeded in reaching my
destination at the appointed date. - - - - ..

C o Fairford. A N
I# gives me mnch rleasure to write about the Indians of this reserve, a8 yeoar by

'Y_. and stép by step they advance steadily in the paths of civilization. As you
iillweee by tﬁg qbpls'r statement, their eropyia,,greatlypin exoess of that of last; year.
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Besiles 1,040 bushels of potatoes, they have also raised 32 bushels of wheat, 128
bushels of barley, 5 bushels of oats, 7 bushels of carrots and 9 bushels of turni
besides stacking 850 tons of hay. They killed more fish than last year, but the far
hunting was no better; in fact, the Indians begin to realize that far-bearing animals
are decreasing yearly, and they therefore turn their attention to farming more
than they did in the past. Their cattle are steadily incraasing: They lost two cows
this {ear; one having died from sickness, while &e other was gored to death by a
mad bull ; & cow was exchanged for a mare and colt without my knowledge o1 per-
mission, but I had it returned to the band. A two year old heifer was killed by
Councillor Sanderson, but he replaced her with & cow. = In view of tho large increase
of young stock, I consider that the different bands ghonld be supplied with a branding
iron, so that the Government cattle might be easily found in case of their straying
away or being exchanged without my knowledge or that of the chief and councillors.

At the mceting which I held after the payments were over, I was glad to hear
the chief mention his sorrow at the growing immorality among the Indians of his
band, and express his willingness to try and stamp it out as much as he conld. Hoe
stated that, together with his councillors, they had decidéd not to admit any more
natural children as members of the band, and asked also if, in case the fathers of
such children were known, they could be made to support their offspring. The chief
was also pleased to hear that the by.laws asked for had been sanctioned, and ho
hopes that a great deal of good will acerue to the reserve from the fact of their being
in force. He asked that the Department might kindly replace the cow that died’
through sickness. He called m{ attention to the four and a-half acres of land which
he has under cultivation, and told me that he was going to break up two more sacres
this fall, praying, at the same time, the Government to grant him a plow and har-
rows for his own use. While speaking of this, he expressed himself strongly in favor
of farming, and eaid that in future he wished to'rely solely on firming for the bread
of himself and family, and that he did not intend to go Kunting any more. If he
ggei asdhe promises to do, his example will be of great benefit to the other Indians of

is band, o

The Indians there were greatly disappointed at not receiving their grist mill
yet, but upon my assuring them that it was coming, they were satisfied.

The inspection of the schools under the Rev. Geo. Bruce and Wm. Anderson,
was a very pleasing feature of my visit to Fairford, That of Mr. Bruce is, of course,
superior 10 the other, his competency as a teacher being recognized, and the nttend-
ance at his school being 8o large, he naturally feels enconraged in his work, ‘

The %upils are taught spelling, reading and writing; they are also made to
explain what thoy read. Their translation of Indian words and sentences into
English shows that they are toiling hard to acquire the English lahguage. Some of
the papils are also studying gramhmar, while the majority of them seem pretty well
up in geography. Some very good singing was also heard, although the children
seemed a littie shy in the presence of strangers. ‘

The inspection of Wm. Anderson’s school was a pleasant surprise {0 me, as I

tound great progress there. The children are all taught acoording to Mr. Bruce's
system, and havo also the same branches of study. Before parting with the Indians
of this band, a final meeting was held, and proved to be veéry satisfactory to all eon-
cerned. In the course of his remarks, Mr. Inspector McColl clearly defined my
relation to them as Indian agent, and explained my duty as such. This will be of
great help to me, and will facilitate the proper discharge of my duties, as for some
time past the Indians were growing indifferent to my endcavors.to forward their
interests,
" After having answered all questions asked of him, and given the Indians sound
advice on everything of interest to them, the Rewv. Mr. Bruce gathered all
the school children together, and while the general shaking of hands was taking
place, the children were heard aweetly singing “ God Save the Queen.”

Having soms more gardensto ins at .the lower reserve, and some on the
west side of tho river, I visited all of them before the day ended.



ds [rant 1}
The ioxt morning I left for , .
Lake St. Martin Reserve.

On w visit to this resérve last winter I found the Inlians in very good cireum-

sling; they seemed to have an abypdapoe of flour, bacon, fish and tea. B

e potato crop of ldst year was stnaller than that of the previous year, éarly
frosts having damaged it to a great extent. [he far hunting and fishing were better
than the last season. ( : _

School qnithiﬁlfeeéryg ﬁgﬁ&g‘l;‘ygmugh the year in the same building ad last
vear, but progress is not m a¥ oo 'the 6ther reserves; ‘the teacher hinmsélf,
al h J(’ﬁﬁg ‘his best, is not so competent as other teachers. He complaing, how-
ever, that this is owing to the want of attendance of the pupils, and I think it biat
fair to state that some of the more advanced scholdrs shiow evidence of attention on
his part, as they read fairly and show good spesimens of handwriting.

While inspecting the gardens, T found all the broken land under caltivation, and
fair prospects for a good crop this year. One sore wis broken this year. The
goueral progress is a‘fow on this reserve, but as some objection was raised to the
re-électioh of the same :councillors, owing: to their want of interest in the affairs of
the bard, I took ocoasion to give them & lecturs, and warned them that if such ¢om-
plaints were agsin made, I would feécommend their dismissal for incompotency. I
:’rut this threat will have the ‘desired’ effect: of ‘making them more devoted to their

uty. : ‘

8Sandy Bay Reserve,

The Indians of this ,band reéquire more encouragement than those of any other
band, becsuse they are .in understanding the advantages which are offered to
them by the Government; therefore the general lprogre»ss ero is less marked than
anywhere else. The potato orop was just one-half that of the previous year; they
caught just’ enongh ﬁx for their own consumption, and they felt the increasing
scarcity of the fur-bearing animals. They only ﬁmko a quarter of an acre of land
sinoe the lagt anuuity payment, and have taken no steps whatever towards the erec-
tion of a-school house, complaining that they have no tools whatever for that purpose.
They also complained of the incompetency of tho teacher, but although I
admit that he is not very efficient, he has certainly good reason to complain about
an members of the band, who do not encourage him in any way by sending their
children to school. The inspection-of the school showed very little progress, but in
the case of pupils who attended regularly, material progress was apparent. o

The teacher states that as soon as the children begin to know something, their
parents take them away, and when they retnrn they have to begin their studies al
over again, having forgotton what they had previously learned. )

I reprimanded the purents, who promised to help the teacher more in future.

Having no more to do here, I loft for the next reserve, Arrived at the Fairford
River, I left my boat, so as to proceed to the mission on foot, as I had some more
gardens to inspeot on the way up. On the following morning, the wind having
become favorable, we sailed for

Crane River Reserve.

On my arrival there, I proceeded to the elestion of a headman, and the resulé
was the re-election of Ahyatpeetahpetang. I took ocoasion of this to give him goed
advioo for the managment of His band. He stated that ho would do his best, but
that as work increased, he found thie responsibility inoreasing, and thought that if k8
was made chief, with foar councillors, he would manage matters better still.. I, of
course, explained to him that his was 4 fraction of a band, that the band to which hé
belonged had a chief and four counsillors, besides himself, and that, therefore; I did
not consider his requést, which I promised, however, to- mention, a reasonable oné.
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I was happy to find that the school house was very nearly complete, lacking only

the door and windows. I inspected the school found that the children were-
gettin% along very well. ’
Thay sdre tanght somewliat according to Rev. George Bruce's system, and the

same books are used. The Indiaus o?oakk favorably of their teacher, William
Sabiston, jun. He liowevet, db plain 'd about the school house not being yet ready
for oocupation, and knowing the importancé of having everying finished before the
fall, 1 told tho Indians they must have the doors and windows made and placed in
mon, and that they must also make the tablas and seats, as well as the black-

d. Finding that {Hey were so\'u'new.lﬁt indifferdnt t6' my urgidg. I told them that
1 would stop on my wdy{ﬁck from Duck Bay and aséertiin How t%r they had got on
with their work. ‘

1 stopped on my way back and found the door and windows in position, but
although most of the boards necessary for the tables, seats and blackboard were
cat and ready for use, they had not made them, owing to there being no nails on
the reserve. I promised to send some in time, and I have no doubt the teacher will
be able to enter the school house—which I consider an ornament to the reserve—
before winter setg in. . The stovepipes and elbows were delivered there this year and
put in the school house,

The potato crop, though a very large one, was much smaller than was expected,
a8 it suffered greatly from early frosts. Bat little fishing and hunting was dome
during the past season, an evidence that these Indians aro turning their attention to
farming. They asked for nine scythes and snaithe and one dozen scythe stones.
These Indians will yet becomo good farmers, and tho education of their children
will no doubt gradually wean them from a nomadic life. .

Water Hen River Reserve.

After one day and a-half of travelling, I reached this reserve, and after the
election had taken place resulting in the re-election of the same chief and two of the
old councillors, and the replacing of two others by two much better ones, 1 went:
on with and completed the snnuity paymentas, .

The Indians of this band are ambitious to make their reserve the first in my
district, and with that object in view, are pushing forward with energy in the path of
progress, As will be seen by reference to the tabular statement, they show improve-
ment in everying, building of houses and stables, larger crops, increase in the
number of acres under cultivation, increase in the number of cattle, and last but not
least, their school and energetic teacher, Mr. Jules Tabouret. On my virit there
last winter, T found that tfe children were already feeling the good effects of
schooling, but the examination they underwent during my inspéction of the school
this summer showed their progress to be far ahead of my expectations. Reading is
taught both in English and French, as well as writing and arithmetic in those
languages. Some very food specimenis of handwriting were also. produced, revealin
in these children a wonderful talent for imitation. The examinations opened and’
ended with the singing of hymns,and the will with which all the children joined in the
choruees showed them to be possessed of musical talents. Before my departure
from Winnipeg I called on his Grace Archbishop Tachd, who takes special interest in
the progress of this school, and he kindly gave me & number of ptizes for it and the
Duck day school.

Unwilling to see tho Government behind in tbis act of encouragement to the
children, I purchased a fow more for these two schools, and distributed them to the
different deserving children., I may say that this seemed to crown the happiness of
the poor little boys aud girls, who smiled their gratitude for the gifts. Rev. Father
Camper, the Indian Misstonary, who was present, ended the happy gathering by a
few well chosen words of encouragement, , ‘

The next day being Sunday, I attended divine service, at which all the members
of the biand were preseht. The ceremony was impressive and the Indians appeared to
be very devout.



60 ' [ranr 1]

Duck Bay Reserve.

On my arrival here, I proceeded at once to the election of the headman and the
‘band unanimously re-elected Jas, Beauchamp for another term of three years., As
will be seen by the tabular statement, the potatoe crop here, though large, was less .
by one-fourth than that of the previons year, having snffered from early frosts. -

The Indians killed more fish, however, than they did last season, while their far
hunting was also more profitable than it was last year. : : o

Kisiconoe, their chief, was present this year, and enquired if their request that
Poplar Point be added to this,resarae had been granted. ~Having .received no reply
from the Department before my departure from Winnipeg, I was waable to give him
& decided answer, )

The school house is & fine building, now in progress of completion, being roofed
and floored, and I feel justified in saying that the teacher, Mr. Wilfrid Adam, will be
-able to take possession of it before winter. The school has been kept since last fall
in the headman’s house, and there it was that I held my inspection, in & room of
-about 8 x 12 feet, used as the school house. I was not at all prepared for the progress
shown by the pupils. - I had expected to find them mere beginners, but I found that
this school had already deservef for itself a special mention, In the face of number-
leas difficulties which the teacher has had to surmount, it is certainly noteworthy
that the Duck Bay children should be so well advanced. Their English and French.
-gpelling and reading were vor{ good ; their translation of Indian words into English
and French showed that they knew the names of. every object they saw, They also
-exhibited specimens of goog handwriting. They seem also to take readily to the
rudiments of arithmetic and their perfect enumeration and correciness in the addi-
tion table show that tho teacher has adopted a proper system ot teaching.

Rev. Father Gamper, who was present here also, joined with me in distributing
the prizes to the little ones, and he explained to them in Indian that they were
rewards for their good attendance and diligenoce at school.

After the inspection was over I was asked by the headman if I had received any
news of the two oxen they had asked the Government to supply to thom. I, of course,
-assured them that they would have them pretty soon. ' ’

General Remarks.

In concluding my report, I am happy to state that the Indians of my district
gonerally deserve the encouragoment which the Government grants them so liber-
ally. The task of reforming them and inculeating into them a thorough understand-
ing of the bzneficial influence of schooling i, of coarse, an arduous one, but certainly
when I find general willingness to be taught, it lightens my labor and incites me to
devote my energy more and move to their welfare. Thus it is that I have toiled so
hard to establisﬁ schools in my district, and to-day I am proud to say that the chil-
dren of the different bands can now como to the teachers and acquire for themselves
eﬁucation which will prove the most valuable gift the Government has power to give
them.

Besides the nine schools established on the several reserves, which are strictly
Government schools, the school at fpr,eaent kopt regularlg open at Manitoba Village,
although founded by the Church of England Missionary Society, also comes under my
supervision. The 22 of the 34 pupils now attending are Indian children, belonging
to the Ebb and Flow Lake Band. There is an average daily attendance of 13
children, whose parents had settled around the village before the reserve was sup~
veyed. - I inspect this school monthly, and at the general examioation, which was
held on the 19th of June last—at whjch I was present—I was happy to note the pro-
.gress which the children are making under the competent mastership of Mr. Jobn
ginc!uir, the Church of England cdtechist here. S : :

The general behaviour of the Indians, during my visit to their reserves, was
-orderly and respectful, and no liguor of any desog ition was to be seen among.
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The winter seems to be the.time when strict watch has to be kept over such
reserves as Lake Manitoba, Ebb and Flow Lake, and Fairford, owing to their being
easy of access, and much. visited by white men in quest of fur and fisb, for trading pur-
poees. Three cases came under my notice last winter, and the accused parties being
arrested and convicted, I fined them all heavily, with & warning that imprisonment
would be added to the fine if they should be again convicted o%a similar offence be-
fore me. : ' ' :

The work attendant upon the annuity payments was much more important this
year than in the past. Instructions were more numerous and better defined ; .and I
feel that everything possible has been done to carry them out to the bost of my
knowledge and ability. Apart from the usual work performed by me during, the
annuity payments of the past years, I had, this year, to attend to the re-election of
chief and councillors, where terms of office had expired ; to distribute clothing, and,
a8 you will see by the attached list ot names, to vaccinate during my visit to the dif-
ferent reserves, 233 adults and children. .

The provisions were all inspected by me, before delivery to the Indians, and al-
though the flour and tea were of good quality, having tested both as instructed by the
Department, I found that they were not according to samples. I accepted them,
however, as the chiefs and councillors of the different bands were satisfied with them,
but I feel in duty bound to report upon the matter.

One ox harness aud collar for the Duck Bay Band of Indians was not delivered
at Duck Bay ; buat on rnoH' return to Manitoba Village, upon finding that it had been
forgotten here, I ordered it to be forwarded with tho least possible delay. . .

I was greatly disappointed at the non-arrival of my yacht, as I had expected to
reeeive it in time for the trip this year. I was, therefore, obliged to hire the same
boat that I had last year, the rigging of which was so poor that twice during the trip,
while tacking under a heavy head wind, the blocks were carried away from the masts.

In closing my report I think it but just to refer in high terms to the assistant
sent out to me this year, Having made the same trip with me last year, he proved
bimself of great assistance from the experience he had acquired, and greatly facili-
tated my labors by the readiness with which he helped me in the performance of the
numerous duties of my office. v

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

H. MARTINEATU,
Indian Agent.

CourcHEECHING AGENCY—TREATY No. 3,
’ Rainy Lake, KxewATIN, August, 1884,

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa. ’

Sie,—I have the honor to transmit the following Report on the Indians under
my charge, and also tabular statement, for the yesr ended 30th June, 184.

1 left Rat Portage on bth July, with my assistant and & constable, as we had heard
that there was a quantity of liquor on the American side. Opposite Hungry Hall
Reserves, at the entrance of Rainy River, Mr. Lyons, Stipendiary Magistrate at Rat
Portage, also sent two constables, We arrived at Hungry Hall on the 6th, and the
following morning visited the gardens, and called a couneil of the two bands, and as
1 had received instruction to remove frem the pay-sheet the names of several families.
who only come to the reserves at the times of myment,- and as there were several
families'who come under this head, I notified them .of the fact. Mawintoobinesse,
who was speaker, said that if all other Indians were not paid, they would not accept
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their annuities. I reasoned with apd advised them, but they were decided. I .closed
‘the council and proceeded on to Long Sault. Qalled a council of the Long Sault
Band ; as Mawintoobinesse’s brother was one of the councillors of this band, ha comes
under the head of those to be remgved from the pay-list; another councillor
'was elected, and his name was struck off the paysheet. One of the chiefs of the
Hungry Hall Band, which had refased to accept annujties, was st this 5 ce en route
to Fort Francis, He requested me to pay him his annuity, but I told him that as
ha had refused to accept it while [ was on his reserve, he wonld haye to wait till my
vefurn from making the pprments to the other bands. 'He blamed Mawintoobinesse
as the cause of their refusal, and told him so. I told hjm, jn presence of Mawin-
to,obiness? that he waa chief of his own bangd, and qu:g bim why he wore the meda]
if he ‘could not rule his own followers, and that neither Mawintoobinese nor any
other chief had the right to rule or eontrol others than his own followers., The two
bands at Long Sault have good fields of potatoes, but part of their corn is backward,
-owing to the dry weather in June. There have been three births and three deaths
in these two bands.

The two bands at Manito Rapids have large fields of corn and potatoes. Last
-spring they. had about 150 bushels of potatoes—after keeping enough for seed—
which they sold. ,

The band purchased an ox last fall with their money, and when I visited the
reserve in spring, they had two plor‘;ghs working. Four births in these two bands.

Little Forks Band have returned to their reserve, and have planted corn and

tatoes. They have requested tools to r:?lage those burnt dnrinﬁ the small pox.
hey also have requested two young animals which were killed at the same time.
- Two births and one death in this band.

Mickeseese Band, at Coutcheeching, have planted on their large reserve, but
-8till have gardens at tixe village, Their potatoes have & appearance, but the
-corn is backward, and thez.have not been successful with theirsmall seeds. Although
1 have instructed them, they sow them too deep, and allow the weeds to grow. The
hzlf-breeds hauled out wood for a school house during the winter; but the Indians
and half-breeds do not agree, so the building has not been put up. These Indians
‘have a large hay marsh on their reserve, but, owing to the drought,1 am afraid
‘they will be short of hay for their animals,

Five births and cight deaths ocearred on this reserve.

Kaicatchewenan Band.

These Indians have more land under cultivation than last year. They were
-short of potatoes for seed, having lost them by frost.

1 vaccinated forty men, women and children in this band. Their gardens of
jPpotatoes have a good appearange, but corn will be a failure.

I have to record one birth and three deaths in this band.

Nickickoseminecan Band.

This band have several gardens of potatoes, but the corn will also be a failure.
"They have two fine cows and one ox, but no bull. The chiet had made a proposition
‘to his followers to aseist him to purchase a bull, but did not succeed. He withes the
Department to assist him to purchase a bull.

There was one death during the year, and I vaccinated twenty in ‘this band.

Rividre la Seine Band.

I called a council of this band, as they wished to exchange reserve B No. 1.
"They have requested five miles on & lakensmed Kequahuacan, on Rividre la Beine,
and three miles a short diatance from the month of the river, and they 'ix it to be
surveyed at an early date. They have seversl goed gardens where they wigh to take
the three miles; their other gnrgou also Jook well. < The ohief has .im s gquarter
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of an acre of good wheai, but the corn is poor, owing to drought. The chief has
requested some nails and glass for their honses, -
Six births and two deaths occurred during the year.

~ Lac la Croix Band.

On my arrival, I called & council of this band, and while they were assembling,
the chief accompanied me to visit their gardens, which have & good appearange, hfs
implements are all in & house, and are well cared for; in fact, most of them do not
appear to have been much used. s C o

After delivering the supplies, I opened thé counéil, which was in refersnoce to
an ox which had been killed American lumbermen, for which he had ' received
$50. Itold him that he should have handed the money to his agent for the pur-
chase of another ox, and that should he be guilty of a like offence, he would be liable
to be deposed from his position as chief.

He told me that the band had held a council, and as they were still entitled to
one ox from the Department, they were willing to give up this ox in place of the ox
killed, if the Department were willing, as the whole band had a share of the cash
and provisions ($95) which Mr. Macmanus gave them for the ox.

here were two whiskey peddlers camped on the American side, about two miles
from the reserve, but a8 we remained one day, and the constable kept a watch, no
liquor was brought on the reserve. I asked the chief if he wished for the remainder
of the cattle, and he told me he could not answer me, but would give an answer
later. There have been three births and one death since my last visit to this reserve.

I left Coutchecching in a oanoe, with three men, on the 4th, for Hungry Hall, to
pay the annuities to the two bands who had refused to accept them on my former
visit,

We arrived at Hungry Hall on the morning of the 6th, when I called a couneil
and elected a councillor 1n place of the one whose name was struck off the pay-sheet,
and psaid the two bands their annuities.

On my way down the river, I was informed by the chief of Little Forks that his
two oxen had been killed. I went ashore on the reserve and examined them, and to
all appearance they had been struck by lightning. Ho has requested two oxen to
replace those, and also two young heifers, which were killed for food during the
small-pox epidemic. .

The supplies for the various bands on this agency were delivered in good ¢ondi-
tion, and acocording to samples, st the stated datee.

I have the honor to be, &ir,
Your obedient servant,

R.J. N. PITHER,

Indian Agent.
ASSABASKASING AaRNcY—TREATY, No. 8,
11th Augast, 1884,
‘The Right Honorable . ,
The Suporintendent-General of Indian Affairs,

Qttawa,

Str,—I have the honor to transmit the following Repori and tabular statement
in connection with the Indians of this Aguncy, for the yéar ended the 30th day of
June, 1834. .

The crops of 1883 at the Lake of the Woods, Rat Portage and Isllington, were
a failure, the cause being drought in the early part of the geason and severe
Arost in September, which destroyed vegetation. - ‘
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. The Indians were unable to save apy wheat, barley or Indian corn for seed, and
the potatoes were so much damaged by the frost that nearly all which were pitted
for winter’s use rotted in the pits. Very few were saved in a condition for planting
in the spring of this year. The seed supplied by the Department was, however,
sufficient provision for spring work. .

~ The two Indian bands at Shoal Lake had a fair crop of potatoes, which although
not fully ripe, served to a certain extent for seed, Their grain, was howover, all
destroyed by the Septcmber frost. A -

The hay crop was good thronghout the Agency, and the Indians secured enough:
to supply their cattle during the winter,

Eﬁe fisherjes last autum were not so good as they had been in former years.

The early frosts unfortunately killed nearly all;the wild rice, which hag promised:
to be an abundant crop.
‘ In consequence of this destruction of the crops, many of the Indians living in
looalities where game was scarce suffered more or less for want of food during the-
winter, while those who live within reach of the Agensy received some supplies
from mo. Where game was plentiful, suffering to any great extent did not exist.

The health of the Indians on the whole has been good, although there has been
some sickness among them during the past year. .

I regret to say that the traffic in intoxicating liguor, which is sold to the Indians-
by anprincipled persons is carried on with more vigor than ever.,

GEO. McPHERSON,
Indian Agent..

_ Savanne Agency, Taeaty No. 3,
, KeewariN, Tth August, 1884,
The Right Honorable
C ﬁho Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sin,—I have the henor to submit, with the accompanying tabular statement, my-
Anpual Report on Indian affairs for the bands of my Agency.

Lac des Mille Lacs Band.

'On 28th May I left Fort William to visit the Indians and distribute the seeds..
I delivered the tool chest to the ehief and councillor., They were- satisfied with it,.
and the seeds furnished. They had not begun to cultivate their land, as the young
men were away. :

On 30th June I left for Winnipeg, to get the annuity money, and 1eturned to:
Savanne on 5th July, where Mr. MacCallum and the crew were wailing for me.

On '7th July I paid this band at the reserve at Poplar Point. The band has been
decreased by the transfer of sixteen families to Lac Seul. Kaybaigon’s band, who-
were here, we refused to pay. The gardens are poorly kept, the young men being
employed on the Canadian Pacific Railway. A great im{)rovement is noticeable in
their clothing. They are not prepared to receive the balance of their cattle, nor to-
build a school house.

Indi The supplies were up to the samples furnished, and quite satisfactory to the
ndians.

We vaccinated seven, and were pleased to find that the vaccinations of last year:
were all successful.

There were two deaths and three births during the year.

Sturgm Lake Band.

I visited this band on 8rd June, They are making no progress in agriculture,
preferring to work in the mines and on the taih’my'.m8 progres - et
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On 11th July I arrived at this reserve. As the provisions had not come, and
only two Indians were present, I could not go on with the payment. In the after-
noon the rest of the band arrived trom Lac des Mille Lacs. A ceuncil was held, and
& chief and councillor were chosen. I visited the gardens and found the few potatoes
planted by the women looking well. The tools were in a very poor condition, I
told the chief that a tool house should be built at once.

Oa 12th July the provisions arrived, and I went on with payment. Provisions
were not up to sample. The Hudson’s Bay Company's transports, with supplies, not
arriving in time at Fort Francis, the Indians accepted them, ngever. I deducted $5
from Shenogawan, who, last year, by error, drew Il):is son’s annuity.

I vaccinated thirteen Indians, and found that there had been one death and
three births since my last visit.

Wabegan and Eagle Lake Band.

On 18th Jaly I paid this band and distributed the provisions. At their request
I reserved flour and bacon for each baund, for haymaking. The cattle furnished last
winter look well, the cows having calved. The Eagile Lake Band lost one cow. They
ask for a plough and harrow complete for each band. The gardens are well attended
to and will produce a good crop. There has been no starvation among them. No
whiskey sellers were heard of and the Indians seemed industrious and well clothed.

I vaccinated forty-eight [ndians. Two deaths and four births occurred during
the year.

Lac Seul Band.

On the 22nd July I paid this band, together with sixteen Indian families,
formerly paid at Lac des Mille Liacs. They were greatly pleased with the supplies
and the grab hoes farnished.

I examined the gardens at Frenchman’s Head, and was surprised at the fine
fields of potatoes, barley, wheat, corn and garden produce. Last year over 11,000
bushels of potatoes were harvested. One Indian alone, with a hoe, put in five
bushels of wheat. They have no ploughs nor harrows yet. }

The houses are well built, neat and clean, Instead of being huddled together,
they are spread out like farm houses. Each Indian strives with the other to see who
can have the best clearing. They have a great number of boards sawed and set up
to dry in front of their new buildings, and complain that they are short of whip
saws, This band is deserving of ail encouragement. They have been planting
potatoes introduced by the Hudson Bay Company a century ago, and wish potatoes
of a better quality for seed.

I inspected the school in charge of Rev. James Irvine, The building is sab-
stantial, light and well ventilated. The children are making satisfactory progress.
The attendance is not so great as it would otherwise be, on acconnt of the distance of
the reserve from the school.

. The Indians in council refused to consent to Pdre Marcoux erecting a school at
Frenchman’s Head, saying they did not wish to have different churches among
them. = LEWY ]

With the consent of the band, two Indians applied for commutation.

I left fifty vaccine points with Mr. Irvine, to enable him to vaccinate any
absentees. wly .

I vaocinated forty-three Indians, and ascertained that there had been sixteen
deaths and twenty births during the year.

Mattawan and English River Band.

I arrived at Mattawan on 24th July. Next morning I called a council, and
found that the chief and his councillor were absent. I sent a messenger to notify

them that I would pay on the noxt day, 26th July, at the appointed place. After
3—5
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waiting all day, as the chief did not appear, and as the other Indians were present, I
called a council and explained that this was the place appointed by the Government
for payment, divided the provisions and distributed the annuities. I handed to the
chief’s son his father’s share of the supplies. At their request I reserved some
flour, bacon, &c., to be used in hay making. '

On my way to Grassy Narrows, I was informed that the son of the Eagle Lake
ﬁief had whiskey, intending to trade. I gave chase, but he escaped among the

ands. : C

The gardens at Grassy Narrows were found in a satisfactory condition. Several
new houses are being built here. :

Peter Ocheek has erected here the frame of a schoolhouse. Itis put up in a
very inferior manner. Pére Marcoux wished to obtain the usual grant from the
Government. I promised to lay the matter before the Department.

The band wishes to receive the cattle yet due to them.

I vaccinated eight Indians, and have to report three deaths and three births as
having occurred since my last visit.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN MoINTYRE,
Indian Agent.

InpiaAN HEAD—TrEATY No. 4,
Norta-WEsT TERRITORIES, 16th September, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

818,—I have the honor, in compliance with the request of the Department, to
submit the following Report, with the tabular statement, for the year ended 30th
Juane, 1884, '

The Indians of this treaty are gradually settling on their reserves, leaving now
but & few unsettled in the western portion. Most of the latter will soon follow the
example of the others, as they have no recognized leader since Piapot settled down.

here is a marked improvement in the manageraent and handling of their
implements and the way they attend to the work required of them on their small

- The houses now being pat up are larger and more permanent buildings. Th
fencing on the Crooked Lake and Touchwood Hills Reserves is very good.

The cattle look well. They have been properly attended to, and are in excellent
condition. The increase this spring has been good. :

" A large quantity of hay has been made, and well secured from weather and prairie
res, o

A larger area has been lput under crop this year than the last. Owing to the
scarcity of work oxen on all the reserves, it was not expected that every family
would sow early. The majority had to wait for the cattle until the more fortunate
had their seed in the ground, %’he consequence, I fear, is that a great portion of the
wheat crop has been destroyed by frost.

School houses have been built on Pasquah’s, Little Child’s and Little Black Bear’s
Reserves. A little more work will finish and make them eomfortable,

The Indian Industrial School building, now approaching complétion, is situated
at the Roman Catholic Mission, in the Qu’Appelle Valley. There will be no difficulty
in getting scholars. ‘ Ll

I am sorry to report that there was a good deal of sickness among the Indians
last winter. It was chiefly confined to the families who came on the reserve last
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summer. The mortality was largely due to consumption. The principal sufférérs
were Piapot’s and the Assinaboine bands,

In the month of March there were five chses of scarletina on Little Child’s
Reserve. Dr. Dodd was immediately sent for, and he succeeded in arresting the pro-
gress of the disease,

One case of small-pox was also roported on the same reserve; this was also con-
fined to one family. -

I have to report the death of Chief Kah-kee-she-way, or Loud Voice, from
old age. He was blind for three years before his death. He was carefully attended
to the last, and at the widow’s request, a paling was put round his grave, As he was
8 leading chief, it is pleasing to know that at his death he advised his people to be
loyal to their Queen, to take the advies of those over them, and not to leave their
reserves,

During the payment of annuities Eoud Voice’s son On-cha-pow-how-wace,
was elected chief in his father’s stead, and the election now awaits confirmation.

Chief Cha-ka-chas having resigned his chieftainship two years ago, his’
Indians were put in Loud Voice’s band and they took part in the election of the new
Chief.

In my last report I alluded to Chief Pasquah as a drawback to his band. I am
glad to be able to report favorably of him this year. He has done good work during’
the spring and has kept constantly on the reserve, except when he came to the office
on business.

The Indians have, upon the whole, behaved well during the past year, and it is’
a matter of congratulation that the disaffection at Crooked Lake, last February, ended’
so quickly, for, among Indians, nothing is more contagious than a grievance. '

Yellow Calf, who commenced the disturbance, is neither chief ot councillor;
he is a diligent worker, and since spring has broken a large quantity of new land.

The recommendation made last June, that Chief Piapot should be allowed to
change his reserve and select one for his band, has satisfied him ‘and them. He shows
every inclination to make a good start and promises that in two years his band will
be as far advanced as any in the treaty. He is a pushing; intelligént Indian, and it
is hoped that he will do as he says. .

n addition to the tabular statement, a return of Government property at the
agency and in the hands of Indians and farming instructors, is herewith enclosed.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A. MACDONALD,
Indian Agent.

BIeTLE AGENCY—TREATY No. 4, .
BirTLE, 26th July, 1884.

The Right Honorable
e Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Siz,—I have the honor to forward the annual tabular statement, with a detailed
account of all the de{)artmental property in my charge, its value and condition,
together with a carefully prepared estimate of the value of private property in the
hands of the Indians in my agency. The prospect of a bountiful harvest last season
was destroyed by unusually early frosts, greatly injuring the wheat, and in many
cases entirely destroying the potato crop. These unlooked for disasters, I am happy
to report, have not discouraged the Indians, and the cost of the extra quantity of
provisions required to enable them to support their families and remain on their
reserves amounted only to eleven hundred dollars (1,100) for my entire agency,
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clearly showing that they are rapidly ,giving up their feeling of depenacuce, and
looking to themselves for a livelihood.

In my last report I was obliged to find great fault wi
Way-way-sa-capo’s gt)nds ; but I am able now to report a great change for the better
in both reserves, more particularly in Gambler’s, where a large crop has been

ted, and a great area of new land brokem this season, seventy-fiv (75) acres

ving been broken in June alone. Several of these.Indians, finding .that they could
not get a sufficiently large crop in on the ploughing-they had on their reserve, have
reited fields from the settlers 1n the vicinity, on. which they have sown wheat. -
"~ Three men ofthis band havesown thirty (30) bushels of wheat and over forty.(40)
bushels of potatoes each. ‘Thisiis very satisfactary, considering the small number of
oxen and agtioultural implements among them. I am now in a position tg give
them new ploughs, harrows and another yoke of oxen, and I confidently expeoct
great results, Several very good houses have been built this year, and the people
are generally clean and tidy. There are still many very lazy men, but I believe the
energy displayed by some of their friends this year will have a good effect on all.
This reserve has had a good deal of assistance, but I;think most of it has been dis-
tributed with a good result.

Way-way-sa-ca-po’s old band, now under acting chief Tom Shapwatung, are still
very backward and poor. Bat this spring they planted (48) forty-five acres of the
Farm No, 1, and the new chief has sold his last pony to buy a mower, in order to
furnish a good supply of hay, one great cause of their wreichedness being the
poverty of their cattle in the spring in former years, The purchase of the mower
will probably be followed by the rapid improvement in the condition of their cattle,
and their consequent ability to get their crops in earlier. The extremely dry wea-
ther in May caused their wheat to come up very irregularly; and I fear a great deal
ot it will not ripen. A heavy frost on the morning of 1st July cut down all their
potatoes, and the crop will be small in consequence. This band have also suffered
greatly from the neglect of the mill owners on the Bird's Tail Creek, to provide fish-
gates in their dams, and, consequently, no fish have ﬁot up stream to these Indians
g:r two years, greatly increasing the expense to the Department of keeping them on
their farms. It is to be haped that the Fisheries Department will shortly take steps
to remoAv; this great drawback to Indian prosperity, from all of the creeks and rivers
in my Agency.

Although still miserably poor, these Indians are, many of them, making efforts
to better their condition, and althongh they will cost the Department a considerable
amount for provisions for another year, 1 feel confident that they are about to throw
off their dependent attitude and strike out for themselves.

The probable early construction of the Manitoba and North Western Railroad,
in the immediate vicinity of both these bands, will be a great stimulant to greater
-exertions, as it will not only afford the Indians work on its construction, but will also
-enable the settlers to give many of them employment at fair wages. The great de-
pression caused by the want of railway facilities has completely cut off all chance of
remunerative employment from these bands,

The Riding Mountain Band are not increasing their farms, but as formerly re-
ported, are receiving very little assistance from the Department. All the band plant
potatoes, but only four do any general farming., They are very industrious and suc-
cessful hunters, and are uncommonly well dressed; are well conducted and ‘easily
il;nageg ;land I regret that thé Department has seen fit toftransfer the band to Mr.

ent Ogletree.

As previously reported, I succeeded in E)rsnading Chief South Quill to take
Ppossession of the quarter section purchased at Rolling River from}John Cameron, and a
good crop of wheat, potatoes and turnips was planted this spring, under my direc-
tion. e construction of the railroad in this vicinity will materially assist this
band, many of whom are expert navvies; ‘and I have no doubt they will soon give up
their loafing habits and settle down to farming. This band has algo been transferred
%o Mr. Ogletree, who can, owing to railway facilities, give them a great deal more
ttention than I have been able to do.
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The Key’s Band, above Fort Pelly, have made great improvements on their
reserve, and have a large crop glanted. I hear, however, that all the patatoes have
been destroyed by frost on 1st July, and the extremely dry weather in retarded
the germination of the wheat to such an extent that it is doubtful if it will ripen in
season. There are only as yet thirteen families residing on this reserve, the rest
being at Shoal River, where they have been persuaded to remain, through the
representation of interested ies, that a reserve would be given them at that point.
The whole country being either timber or muskeg, it is impossible for them to raise
crops, and they subsist almost entirely on fish, and are very poor, the Headman
living in a bark tent or wigwam. I hope that many of these people will shortly
join their friends at Pelly, where their reserve is a good one. Most of the men are
very hardy, and could earn large wages if they could get work. It is to be hoped
that better times will cause the development of the lumger interest in their neigh-
borhood, which will afford them congenial and lucrative employment.

Kee-sce-konse’s Band, also near |Pelly, are advancing steadily, and are building
ood houses and fences, and taking great care of their cattle, which are lent them
uring good behavior, they having on two separate occasions killed all their treaty

cattle while suffering from starvation, caused by total failure of their winter’s hunt.

A good school house has been built on this reserve by Indian labor, and is & very
oreditable building.

This Band would have been self-supporting this year if the frost had not struck
their potatoes in July; but I fear great damage has been done, which will occasion
8 deal of belp being required.

Coté’s band are doing fairly well, and are taking great care of their cattle,which
are increasing so fast that some arrangement will have to be made shortly to enable
each individual Indian to reap some more substantial benefit from raising cattle than
the present system allows.

A school is well conducted at this reserve, by Mr. C. McKay, and the few
children able to attend, owing to the great distance of the homes of most of them
from the school, are making good progress.

A very much larger attendance will be obtained if, as suggested, a few biscuits
are served out daily to the children attending, the want of 8 midday meal being the
great cause of the small attendance. Several traders are now competing with the
Hudson’s Bay Company for the fur trade in this district, and the cost of the necessa-
ries of life have now greatly fallen, more particularly flour, & bag of which can now
be purchased for five mink skins, when last year it took nine,

Frost has also visited this reserve in July, and some assistance will also be
required in consequence. The Assiniboine Bands at Moose Mountains managed
to fall-plough all their land, and had their crop in very early indeed, but the great
elevation and the exposed situation of their reserve caused the snow to blow off
during the winter, and as the first rain fell about the 12th June, but little of their
crop came up in time. Most of their potato seed perished of rot. The:e bands
have done all it was possible for people to do with the number of cattle, ploughe, &c
they have had, and if the spring had been favorable, would have now been self
supgorting. They have just been supplied with more oxen and ploughs, and have
broken a freat deal of land lately. The liberality of the Defmrtment in furniching
extra cattle, ploughs and harrows to my agency will speedily be rewarded by the
great increase in acreage under crop next year.

The Assiniboines take great care of their cattle, and get a great deal of work
out of their oxen, Assistant Instructor McArthur deserves credit for the amount of
work done with such a limited outfit, and with a comparatively small issue of
provisions,

The Cree Band, at the east end of the mountains under White Bear, contrary to
my expectations, are now working uncommonly well, and are taking great care of
their cattle, baving broken a lot of new land. They are paying attention to their
silt:str']uc’cor, and are likely if the seasons will permit' to support themselves very

ortly.
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I am sorry to report that the fishing in their 1gke is not as good as formerly, a
falling off I attribute to the use of fixed nets on the Souris, which prevents the fish
ascending to s?awn up the small creeks in the mouritains.

I greatly fear that the great altitude of all thege mountain reserves will preclude
g ood crops generally, although in soihe seasons the magnificent soil may overcome
the climatic drawbacks. =~ o o

Most of the settlers at the base of the mountains havé good wheat this year, and
it is extremely dishearténing to the Indians, that after fall-ploughing and getting
their crop in so early,vthcinia,rvest should give such small promise, while their
white neighbors close by have fair returns. . -

These bands, acoustomed to subsist entirely on the buffalo, are wretched, small
far hunters, and are worse off for clothing (more particularly the bands ander Red
Bars and White Bear), than any Indians in my district, and it is almost impossible

or them to either hunt or work in extremé cold weather. Very fortunately the tim-
is handy, and they are able to keep on large fires during the winter.
" ‘The Bjrd’s Tail Sioug in common £vitb all the Sioux in my Agency, are prac
tially self-supporting, the only assistance given beibg to a few aged and sick,
with a véry océasional present of a fow bigs of flonr at haying. This band have now
120 head of cattle in goed order, and are ripidly rettrning cattle in lieu of those
first given them. These returned cattle are lent to other Indians, who will hereafter
relurh to the Departinent cattle equal in number and quality to those they receive.
" The Bird’s T#il Sibux have laige crops, and have purchased throe reipers
and several ploughs and waggons for themselves, their onﬁr complaint being that
ey cannot find work at even low wages, the séttlers being so impoverished from
the want of railroads that. they cannot afford to hire. Their school is well condticted
by Mr. Burgess, and all the housés are oléan’and tidy, most of the families having 4
cook stove of their own. They are about to be supplied with a mower and
¥ake, and will consequetly have more time for other work, Their large stock of cattle
ng a great deal of hay, necessitated their spending a large portion of the summer iz
oollecting a sufficient quantity with the scythe.

‘The Oak River Sioux have planted over eight hundred (800) bushels of

tatoes alone, and are doing very well indeed, taking great care of their cattle,
which dow number over 140. Their housés are, however, very poor generslly, and
must continue so, as there is no wood on the reserve fit for building. They have
boen in'the habit of flocking to Brandon in searéh of work, and have been supplied
with a great deal of whiskey. I have lately, however, taken steps that will effectually
stamp out this evil, and have recelved great assistance from the authorities at
Brandon fo this end, all the Sioux having been ordered out of town for a time,
which will cause thém to return to their reserve. The crops at both these reserves
look well, more particularly corn and potatoes, and I expect the Oak River Band
will dig sixteen thousand (16,000) busEels of potatoes, for which there is always &
good market at Brandon, these Indians being most successful in preservihg their
mtoes over the winter, The Oak Lake Sioux are almost self-sustaining,
vcoiving & very few bags of flour at haying. They are taking good care of their
GAttle, but are not farming extensively, although they raise considerable corn and
?otatoes.' They are good huntérs and catch a great many fish, but the fishing is
atling Off, owing to the dam on Plum Creek, which stops the fish ascending to spawn.

The Turtle Mountain Sioux are doing very well indeéd, having broken:
thirty-five (35) acres with oné yoke ot oxeh. % have obtained permission to purchase
ibother yoke of ‘oxen, with which I expbot to sce them do a great deal of work:

¢y are building excellent boused; and are very ambitious to get along. Tartlg
l}gznt&in affords them eapital hunting and fishing, and with the exception of a littld
#éed and three (3) bags of flonr, tl‘iefl’lha#e received mo assistance this year, -
. Yoty few of the Iddlans in Ty Sgency hhve miore ithan one wife, and most of
the hedvy work is now done by the men. ~Only ore Indisn has beén arrested during
th¥ yeat, and the absence of crinfe 'is very retiarkable, The' various missionaries
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among the Indians appear to be slowly influencing them towards the abandonment
of their heathen practices, but great oxpectations cannot be realized with the older
Indians, and it is to the rising generation, and the influence gained over the young
in schools, that the missionaries must look for any adequate recompense for their
labors. In my endeavors to carry out the instructions of the Department, I have
been greatly assisted by all the employees in my agency generally, and to Mr.
Markle, the Clerk and Storekeeper, 0o much credit cannot be given for the careful
manner in which he has kept his books and stores. I am sorry to report that there
has been a great deal of sicknegs during the year, particularly among the Bird’s Tail
Sioux. Fever and consumption have been the chief complaints, the former attribut-
able to the want of animal food. The almost total disappearance of game necessitates
the speedy introduction of sheep and pigs among the Indians,

n the whole, the Indians ﬂave made fair progress during the year, and if none
.have made great strides towards independence, none have retrograded.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

L. W. HERCHMER,
Indian Agent.

Pas AaeNoy—Treary No. 5,
Norra.-WesT TERrITORY, 14th July, 1884,

‘The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sie,—I have the honor to' submit to the Department, with the accompanyin
tabular statement, my first Report on Indian affairs in this district, from the time
received intelligence of my appointment to this Agency up to June 30th last.

On the lgth Februar t I received an official letter from L. Vankoughnet,
Esq,, informing me that H’i’s Excellency the Governor General had been pleased to
appbint me to the Pas Agency, for which appointment I have already expressed, and
do now again express, my sincere thanks to His Excellency. .

Understanding from the same official letter that arrangements kad been made
with the Hudson’s Bay Company at the different points, during the winter, to supply
those Indians in this district who were 100 aged orinfirm to secure & living for them-
selves, with actual necessaries, but which had not been carried out by the Hudson's
Bay Company, owing to the wantof a list ot names, I proceeded as early as possible
to visit every band'in the district, in order to ascertain their condition and to obtain
tti:le ne(lse&sary list of names for the Hudson Bay Company, who accordingly sapplied

e relief. : . L

I was informed bj H. Bélanger, Esq., that at that time he was unable to furnish
a large amount of flour and bacon, so that only a small amount was given out, which
commenced in March and ceaged in May, but small as it was, it has undoubtedly had
the effect of increasing the loyalty of the Indians. . . B

At Grand Rapids the Indians complained that they had not been treated the
:same as the Plaio Indians, . 5 . : .
+¢ + From my formér position among the Indians, I have, for about ten years, had
many opportunities of witnessing d%st.r_essipg cases of destitution, which have too
often (especiall in'wir ter? resulted in premature death. Durjng the summer months
the Indians usually kil p_Quty[pf fish for daily food: but in winter small jack fish,
(which are caught by cold angling on the ice), often serve merely to satisfy the
pangs of hunger. It 15, therefore, little matter for surprise that when I visited them,
towdrd the end of th)‘irliét winter, the Indians were rejoiced at the prospect of some
alléviation of their distress. ‘
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While visiting the various bands in this agency, I advised them to get out fenc-
ing for their gardens ere the snow thawed. This, I am glad to say, 1they did at the
Pus and Birch River in real earnest.

The P2s Reserve, being in the immediate neighborhood, is the one I most fre-
quently visit, and it will conrequently be most frequently referred to in my report.

At seed time I went down to that pari of the Pas.Reserve where most of the-
Indians live, for the purpose of teaching and assisting them to sow their wheat.

.+ Seoed time over, and having received instructions from Mr, Inspector MoGoll to

yisit the Pas Monvnn}ip and inspect the land which some of the Pas Band wish to-
have, given them for & reserve,J proceeded thither; but,with difficulty reached
the placs, owjﬁ%to the low stage of watgr.. I examined &.portion of the land, 8
report of which I have already submitted to the Department.

' While at the Mountain, I advised the Indians to break up pew land with the-
hoe gor they have no ox) this summer, and promised to ask the g)opartment if wheat.
could be given them for all the land already under cultivation, and also a small mill:
This, for the most part, they promised to do; and some seemed to think better days
were coming, and were struck with what I reminded them about their hunting in
former days only resulting in poverty now; whereas, if they oultivate the soil, they

will see more lasting good results.

Soon after my return from the Pas Mountain, I went (according to instructions.
received) up to Cumberland, to consult with those Indians of that reserve who desire:
to be settled on & more arable piece of land. Some thirty families have asked to be
removed to the vicinity of Fort a 1a Corne. I informed them, by instructions from
Mr, Inspector McColl, that the land they ask for is reserved for public purposes, and
ie not available for an Indian reserve. I have already reported the result of this.
meetling, which is simply this,—the thirty families in question are unwilling to settle
anywhere else, and again ask the Department to be allowed to go to Fort la Corne.

While returning from Cumberland, I went across the portage to Birch River,
and met a number of the Indians of that reserve in the Councillor’s house.

" The gardens of the Birch River lndians do them credit, and they have made
good use of the little seed given them from time to time.

I advised these lndians also to break up new land this summer, and told themjit
they. promised to do so, I would try and get a supply of wheat for them sufficient to
sow all the old ground next spring. To my astonishment they immediately stood
up to signify their decided intention to do as I wished them,

The Birch River Indians ask for & small mill, wherewith to grind their grain;.
and also to have a resident Chief.

Birch River is a fine reserve, though nearly all wood land, and in seasons of
very high water, is, in some places, in danger of being flooded.

The Indians at this reserve are decidedly progressing and are unceasingly-
building fairly good houses. They wish to farm, but do not receive enough seed

The portage, from Birch River to the main Saskatchewan, is a distance of about
three miles. The Indians constantly use this portage to obtain fish from the river..
This summer they are making a wider and better road. They ask the Department
for a horse and cart, for use in hauling their fish across the portage.

On my return from Cumberland and Birch River, I went on with the completion
.of the dweliing-house 1 put up last fall.

On 24th June, Mr. SBurveyor Green arrived to complete the survey of Indian
lands. A portion of land was surveyed north-west of us, so that this house now-
stands between two boundaries of the Pas Reserve. .

.. The Pas Indians (with some assistance from myself, in food) have nearly com-
pleted a road through the woods from the Eddy to here. This road will be very
useful, as delays are sometimes caused by storms on the lakes both, in summer and in
winter,

I have asked the Pas Indians also to break :K new ground this summer, and have-
promised to ask that they may be supplied with wheat for all the old ground next
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spring. I have also told them they cannot expect to have potatoes given them every
year, and have advised them to dig several cellars where the land is high and dry, in
order to store sufficient for seed in the spring.

I have been unable to visit the Pas Reserve for some time, as I am anxious to
finish my house ere I leave for Winnipeg to obtain the annuity money. I believe,
however, that some new land his already been broken, and have no doubt that for the-
most part the Indians will'do a8 they have promised. These also ask for a small mill.

'l‘ll)me Indians belonging to the Pas Band are comparatively numerous, and find it
hard to break up the land, which, at $he Pas proper, 1s not of thé best quality. Thdse
of the Pas Band who live at the Mountain have no ox at'alt. Of those cattle which
the Pas Indians received from the Gbvertiment, one dx aftd twb cows Have died.” The
other ox is at Birch River, but is almost too old to do any work. The bull, I am
informed, is of very little uge. I have, however, promised them to remedy this with
an animal of my own, I have seen quite a number of men and boys pulling the
plough themeelves, thus helping each other to propare the gronund for the seed.

!'.'zl‘he day schools in this agency are, I am sorry to say, mow sll closed. No
Government teacher has as yet suoceeded Miss Budd (now Mrs. Deschambeault) at
the Pas. The Rev. J. Settee 1ast November, of his own accord, and out of f)it.y for
the children, opened the school, and continued it more or less all winter. 1 visited
the school, and found the children doing remarkably well. ,

At Cumberland, the Rev. J. W. Davis kept up the school until recently, when he
was compelled to close it (owing to indisposition) earlier than the 30th June, the
time of his intended resignation, Iexamined his scholars last winter, and was struck
with the promptness of their answers, and the order of the school. In Mr. Davis"
resignation the Department have lost a most efficient teacher, and one who took a
decided interest in the Indian children. '

At the Pas the Indians are too numerous, and some too far away, to send their
children to one school. In winter the distance is often too great, and in summer
canoes cannot be spared nor can the children be trosted alone. Neither have they
sufficient clothing in the cold weather ; yet some did come threo or more miles, but
I fear they not unfrequently suffered from cold and hunger. The main difficulty,
however, is now, I think, fairly on the way of being removed. At the Eddy the
Indians have put up the walls of & school house, and have sawn boards for the same.
I was glad, and so were they, when I received instructions from Mr. Inspector
McColl to have the Eddy school finished. This is now well nigh accomplished, and
will, when a suitable teacher arrives, give satisfaction to the d. Several years
ago the subject was brought before me by one of the old Indians, a councillor of the
band, who deeply felt it when he saw the little ones running about, as he said,
almost like the brutes. He is, however, now rejoiced to be the chief workman in
completing the school,

n conclusion, may I bejallowed to remark that the morality of these Indians
will compare well with that of the eame number of professing christians in England.
The Indians observe the Lord’s Day, except when they work on the steamers; &
large number of children and young people attend the Bunday school at the Pas;
and generally they love to go where they can hear the word of God. As arule they
are at peace with one another, and cases of immoral conduct are very rare. Bat
theee remarks apply particularly to the Indians at the Pas and Birch River. The
good work of the Church Missionary Society among these poor people deserves high
ocommendation. At Cumberland and Grand Rapidsthe morals of some of the Indians
are not so good: It the former place I have had ocoasion to speak publicly to the
Indians on the immoral conduct of some of their number.

The Hon. Hudson’s Bay Comlpnny have done a great deal for the good of the
Indians, and have been exceedingly kind in allowing me the use of their offices for
interviews with Indians, and in assisting me in any way they could.

A I beg Lo remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH READER,
Indian Agent.
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BzreN’s River AgeENcy—TrEaTY No. 5,
Lage WINNIPEG, 13th September, 1884.

“The Ri%ht'Honorable
' he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sie,—I have the honor.to submit, with the accompanying tabular statement, m{
Annual Report on Indisu affairs in Treaty No. 5, for the official year ended 30t
.June, 1884. . s !

On the 6th J uly I started from Winnipeg to make annuity payments to the
bands of Indians under my supervision. I arrived av :

Black River Reserve

the land along the bank of the river is good for farming purposes. ‘The potatoe crofj
‘which were looking well at the time, did not turn out as well as wds expeoted.
Indians have fourteen houses, thred: stables, four head of cattle, and they ask 'for
g)dtl:toe, wheat, barley and garden seeds; also hoes, axes and a chest of carpenter’s

~_On the morning of'thé 11th I left for Dog'Head at 3:30 a.m., but got wind boun
4t George’s Channel. On the 12th I stdrted again at 3:30 a.m., and arrived at Do
Hoad at 4 F.m. I found the Island bands sll on the pay ground, but & they were
ipreparing for a great médicine danbe and feast, the chief, Peter Stoney, and his epur-
<cillors, refused to take their annuity payments that day. I informed them that
my time could not be wasted in that way, and as they informed me that théy were
‘not ready, I would proceed to Fisher ﬂver Reserve at once, make the aninen'
there and, on my- way back, I would sgain stop at Dog Head and pay them thel?
-anuuity, if they were ready. I acoordingly started away the same evening for Fishek
River, and arrived there at b a.m., on the 14th. - .
I visited the reserve and found the crops looking well, but later they turned oup
10 be a failure, yielding only about half the orop of former years. The Indians Hav
forty-six dwelling houses, eighteen stdbles, twenty-seven head of cattle and thirty-
four acres under cultivation. ' Co v
As there is- no good timber fit for building purposés on the réserve, the band
asgk for a timber limit on the south side of tha river.’ They also want & hand grist
#ill, two iron harrows and two brush-breaking ploughs. - s
At 7 p.m. on the 17th I landed at Dog Head, in order to pay, the Island bﬁnﬂ(é‘.
I asked the chief whether he was ready and willing or not to také his annuity, whith
4:: very readily consented to do, and apologized’ for his former behdvior in the
atter. e
- These Indians ‘are living at four different places or reserves, which'tbéﬁ:’&;’z
surveyed as soon as possible. They dsk to be paid their annuities hereafter a
Hollow Watér, Loon Straits, Blood Vein and Jack Héad. o
At Hollow Water reserve the Indiahs have built thirteén houses. ,Thé land i
not very good for farming, and very little improvement is manifest.  They have' ne
cattlo, as the seven suppied the band were divided between Jack Head, Blood Véid
sqd’]l}:gn Stﬁaits, and they ask that cattle bé sent to them, believing that they at®
-ontitléd to them. : : . . .
At Loon Straits Reservethey hive bdmt%éigb‘t" Houses. 'l‘hé‘g atk for ﬁmwa&
4ﬂplie(}_ to them in the plade of thé ores thit died, and they want mof e and
munftion. * - . : ' . LT
The land is good for plantitig; arid thére dré good Kay meadows ini' thié irhinediate
neighborhood. , ‘
At Blood Vein Reberve'ths Indians ka¥e made no improvement worth mention-
ing. The¥ hve'only twb hbuses and two acres under cultivation, and that badly

~o:n thé evening of the 10th. - After the payments I visited the reserve and found E
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attended to. They allowed the cattle supplied to them to wander away and die, and
now ask for more to replace those lost.

At Jack Head Reserve the Indians are doing very well, under the management
of their councillor, James Sinclair. They have built sixteen houses and have about
twenty-five acres under cultivation.

They generally raise very good crops of potatoes on this reserve, but the failure
of the crop here this year was about the same as in other reserves. They only got
about a third of a crop. They ask for more hoes, axes, pit, cross-cut and hand saws,
and files for the same. They want cattle instead of those lost in 1881 (one ox and
one cow); the ox died fat from some digease, which killed him in a few hours ; the
cow was lost while they were away at Dog Head receiving their annuity payments,
It was found some time after by two young men from Fisher River, and sold by them

to some person living at White Mud River.

Beren'é River Band.

The Indians have built forty log houses, including .Poplar River and Grand
Rapids (B.R.) Reeerves; also four stables. They have eleven bead of ¢attle. Their
gardens, with two or three exceptions, appeared neglected. They did not clean the
‘weeds out of them until too late. Here only about a quarter of the usual crop was
seoured. They ask for more hoes, mattocks, grooving-picks, ammunition, twine and
seed potatoes, wheat, barley and garden seeds.

They want seven head of cattle for Poplar River and seven for Grand Rapids,
a8 they claim that they were promised théem by treatg.

They also ask to be paid their annuities at Grand Rapids and Poplar River
Reserves hereafter, as they are obliged to travel too far over a dangerous route to
get their payments.

Norway House Band.

The Indians here have seventy-six log houses and thirty stables; fifty-two head
of cattle and fifty acres under cultivation. Their potato gardens did not & ar to
thrive as usual, on account of summer frosts, but they got better returns after all than
the majority of the bands in this treaty.

. They ask for hay lands about the Pine Creek, at the north end of Play Green

e.

The band requeést that their chief and councillors be paid as other chiefs and
councillors. They also ask for medicines to be supplied to them, as they are very
much in need of them, and cannot afford to purchase them from the Hudson's Bay
Company. They want more hoes, axes, scythes, two harrows and two cross-ploughs.

Cross Lake Band,

The Indians have built sixteen dwellings houses and one stable. They have
seven head of cattle. )

Their potato crop turned out poorly, a8 in other reserves, and, with but a few
exceptions, they are very indifferent about attending to their gardens, so that little
or no grogress is being made.

They ask for medicines to be dispensed in the band. They want more hoes,
axes, mattocks and hay forks,

Grand Rapids Band.

The Indians have twenty dwelling houses and one stable; but no oattle, as they
allowed them to perish for want of proper care.
Their potatoe crops looked very much neglected. They state that they have five
acres under cultivation, but with one or two exceptions they do not plant at' all.
They work irregutarly about the landings and warehousds, in the steamers of the
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North-West Navigation Company, in cutting wood for the company and fishing. Asa
whole, they are a very dependent and lazy class of Indians,

After the mements had been made at this place, Peter Turner complained to
me that he had not received his annuity, whereupon I examined the ﬂ:y-sheets, and
found that his order had been paid to C. Thompson, gf the Hudson’s Bay Company.
This order he (Peter Turner) informed me, had never signed, nor given parmission
to Mr. Thompson to make, but subseqnently, when in presence of each other and
béfore me, Turner admitted that he had authorized Mr. Thompson to draw for a debt
which he had owed the Hudson’s Bay Company.

W sat ot

BN A TN TRE s .
Chimawhawnn Reserve,

These Indians at this place are a portion of the Moose Lake Band. They have
twelve dwelling houses, and have about three acres under cultivation. Their gardens
are small and generally badly attended to. Part of the reserve was surveyed during
the fall of 1£82.

They ack for permission to cut and sell cordwood from their reserve to the
Navigation Company. They also ask for cattle, as they state that they are entitled
to them, never having received any of the seven sent by the Department to the
Moose Lake Reserve,

There are good hay meadows in this reserve, which would be a great advantage
in cattle raising.

Moose Lake Reserve.

The Indians here have succeeded in building themselves twelve log dwelli
houses. They have allowed all the cattle (seven) supplied by the Department to peri
for want of proper care. They kept them outin the open air during all winter, and
although they had enough bay cut and stacked, they were too negligent or lazy to
feed them, and consequently they all starved to death.

While at Chimawhawin, the chief, together with alarge number of the band,
requested me to make the annuity payments to the rest of them near the Hudson’s
Bay !Cowpany’s Post, where thye were all comped, excepting an old man who
alwa&s kept away from other peOpfe as his face was eaten up by cancer.

hey further represented that in 1882 they were obliged to wait for about tem
days atter the date of g:yment at Moose Lake, as I had been obliged to visit the
Pas Mountsin Reserve before paying them, as they were last on the list of payments,
and that if I paid them on my way up the Saskatchewan, it would only delay the
Pas juyment two or three days longer. As their request was reasonable and just,
I paid them where they were camped, and went to visit the reserve in a canoe with
two men. I there met Ostatinamakaw, and as I had no money with me, I could not
pay him there. I made out an order for him to sign in favor of Mr. McDonald.

On my return on Sunday evening to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post, I
informed Mr. McDonald of the note, but in the hurry of starting next morning, I
forgot to hand him the money or the order, but on my return I paid the money to
Mr. McDonald at Chimawhawin,

Pas Band.

These Indians have one hundred and four log dwelling houses, twenty-eight
stables, sixty-two acres under cultivation, eighty head of cattle and six horses.

Part of their reserves have been surveyed during the summer and fall of 1882,

This band is divided, and live on four different reserves, viz.: Pas Village and
Big Eddy, Birch River, Shoal Lake and Red Earth Reserves. .

The land is good along the banks of the Saskatchewan, Birch and Carrot Rivers,
and very good at and about the vicinity of S8hoal Lake and Red Earth.
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At the latter place the Indians are doing very well indeed ; their oattle (which
they purchased and raised themselves) are very fine looking ; their gardens well
attended to, with root houses or cellars, and a building in which they store
their implements in common.

They ask for more hoes, axes, hay forks, two cross ploughs, two harrows, and
that permission be granted them to cut and sell cordword along the banks of the
Saskatchewan River. v

Having had my doubts aroused at Graond Rapids, I took particular care to
question parties presenting orders for absentees. The consequepce was, that I soon
found out that fraudulent orders were presented for paymeht, especially in the case
of Abraham Bell, of this band. Application being made, I refused to pay it without
his written order, regularly signed and witnessed, whereupon the party withdrew,
and, in about ten minutes after, appeared again, this time with a written order,
regularly signed and witneased by H. Belanger.

I asked the man where Bell was and who had written the order ? He informed
me that Bell was at Cumberland ; that the order was made out and witnessed by Mr.
Belanger, without the knowledge of Abraham Bell. As I believed that the order

was fraudulent, [ refused to pay it.
: Orders of the same nature were refused by me as coming from John Bell, sen.,
‘Cameron Cook, and others of the band.

Cumberland Band.

The Indians have built thirty-six log dwelling-houses and nine stables; have
nineteen acres under oultivation, and thirteen head of cattle. Their potatoe crops
were not up to the average of former years; they state that August frosts injured
them considerably, The reserve for these Indians was snrveyeg by Mr. Austin,
D.L.8., in 1882. It is altogether a poor place for either farming, hunting or fishing.

Many of the Indians requested to be allowed to move up the Saskatchewan
River, as far as La Coroe or the Forks, but have been refused. Nevertheless, several
families moved up there during the last three years. :

Quite a numger of Indians were absent from the payments, and a number of
fradulent orders for annuity }&:{ments were presented {y Mr. Belanger, which I
refused to recognize, as I was fully convinced, by evidence taken, that they were not

nuine,
g After completing the annuity payments at Cumberland, I proceeded to visit, b
-canoe, Shoal Lake and Red Earth £eserves, and by travelling night and day, got baci
to the Pas on the sixth day. From there I proceeded on to il;x;ilpeg and arrived
there on the 27th September. After finishing the business connected with the annuity
}())aoymbznts, I returned to the agency at Beren’s River, arriving there on the 23rd
tober,

The winter was very cold, with deep snow thronghout the country, but the
fisheries having turned out well during last fall, the rabbits being numerous and deer
plentiful, the Indians did not suffer from starvation. ' '

During the winter I made a tour of inspection of schools and reserves by dog-
train to Poplar River, Norway House, Cross Lake, Jack Head and Fisher River, and
found that there was no hardship for want of food or through sicknesa.

On the 21st June I left Beren’s River, in a York boat, for Winnipeg, in order to
got fThel money and make the annuity payments of 1884-85, and arrived there on the
1st July.

By letter of the 5th April last, No. 358, I forwarded to the Deiartment a detailed
statement regardinﬁ schools and other matters in connection with the bands under
my supervision, and therefore refrain from farther remarks thereon.

I have the honor to be, Right Honorable Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A. MACKAY,
Indian Agent.
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CarrToN AgENCY—TREATY No. 6,
CarvroN, N.W.T,, 11th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,~—I have the honor to state that, in pursnance of instructions received from
the Honorable the Indian Commissiouner, I left Edmonton last October for this place,
arriving on the 9th of November. The work of transferring stores was at once
enlered into, in order that Mr. Gairdner, who was being relieved, might not be -
delayed in entering upon the duties of his new office at Battleford.

In submitting to you a general report of the affairs of this district, extending
over the past year, permission is asked to indicate that for such information as
relates to that portion of it which elapsed before the date of my assumption of the
charge of this office, dependence is necessarily placed on other sources than that of

nal knowlege.

It will not be out of place if, in commenting on the condition of my Indians, a
passing tribute is paid to my predecessor, Mr. Rae, for their desire to improve, their
good sense and industry must have been developed in great measure, by the firm,
Just ard kindly treatment thzt seems to have been extended to them by that gentle-
m:g, under whose superintendence such long and rapid strides in improvement were
made.

The supplies which the Hudson’s Bay Company oontracted to deliver were of
good quality, and after having been submitied to the test of use, give satisfaction, In
estimating the amount of bacon required for annuity payments, and for the destitate,
a3 well as in calculating the quantity of tea wanted for the Farm Instructors, some-
oversight most probably occurred, as they were both insufficient. Owing to the
close economy practised by Mr. Rae in the conduct of agricultural operations, the
Indians had, during the year 1883, no more implements than were indispensible for-
the required purposes. As their cultivated land had last autumn largely increased
in area, and many of their implements and tools had become useless and beyond .

" repair, the spring found us in a somewhat unenviable condition to cope with the
work that had necessarily to be performed. Loes, however, was fortunately avoided
by the willing spirit of the Indians, which caused them to engage in their work,
despite the difficulties to be contended with, and by the energy of our instructars,
who}:pared themselves no pains in fostering this spirit and helping them in -their
wor. :

For some time previous to my arrival here, owing to lack of means for travel-
ling, and from other causes, it had not beén possible to give much attention to those-
bands which have reserves at a distance from the agency. An endeavor has been
made to give a fresh progressive impetus to these, the result of which it is hoped will
soon be seen. :

“Of the various arrangements made for the benefit of the Indians during the
winter, under sanction of your Department, those for the milling and purchase of
Indian grain are most worthy of notice, The action of the Department in purchas-
ing the surplus crops at market prices, and directing the expenditure of the amounts
paid therefor, secured great benefit to the Indians. An almost entire control of the
crop was kept; any unfair dealings in grain transactions were guarded against, and
goods were obtained for the Indians on most advantageous terms, this latter being a
great consideration, where goods are so high priced as in the Saskatchewan district.

The individual custom of those selling grain would not be worthy of the compe.-
tition of traders; but in the aghgrogate, when they have vouchers or cash to expend,
it is such as any merchant might desire to have; and thus, by adopting such measures.
a8 render it possible to control and direct the trade, the same advantage is obtained
for them as a co-operative society would enjoy.

This principle has also been extended to milling, and may, perhaps, be advan-
tageougly carried into other Indian affairs. An arrangement was made with the-
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Hudson’s Bay Company’s mill at Prince Alkert, to grind for Indians at a reduced
rate of toll, effecting the very substantial saving of 3% per cent. of the amount ground.
In return for this reduction, they were given, as far as was compatible with the inter-
ests of the Department and the Indians, an exclusive right to grind the grain of the
latter. Although, practically, owing to unforeseen circumstances, not as much as
might have been was saved by this agreement during the past winter, its working
m?y suggest the advisability of adopting a similar course in respect to milling in
other years. .

It has heen thought to be desirable, with regard to the future existence of the
Indians in communities of & more or less independent character, to teach them some
of the more essential trades, with a view to carrying them on upon the reserves. The
first step in this direction is being taken by establishing a carpenter’s shop op the
reserve of Mistowasis, to serve for the banda under that chief, Atakakoop and Pete-
quakey ; and if your approbation is accorded, it is hoped that aid may be obtained to

cure the material necessary to fitling out a blacksmith’s shop. The natural ingenau-
ity of tke Indians renders them so handy with tools that much may be hoped for
from practice and experience ; the shops remaining for some time under the super-
vision of an Instructor, to guard against waste or other sources of loss. Whilst the
primary object in taking these steps has been stated, a secondary, but by no means
unimportant one, may be gained in saving tools, as added care will be given to their
preservation when in the charge of one man, and one ret of tools will provide for the
requirements of more than one band, and also in the gain of the Indians in know-
ledge, and in an added sense of self-reliance. Difficulties will, of course, be met with
in carrying through such a scheme, but are not likely to prove insuperable.

A close supervision of the milling and disposal of grain resulted in an economy
of the food supply for spring work, that saved the Department considerable
eXpense. :

P Some of the bands found themselves short of seed, owing to the loss of their last
year’s crops, but by borrowing from those that had & surplus or exchanging other
articles therefor, seed was procured without any serious call being made upon the
Department.

The Hudson’s Bay Company most kindly furnished a quantity of potatoes to
Beardy’s and Okenasis’ Bands, at my request, agreeing to accept an equivalent amount
from them in the fall in repayment of the loan. The company has used every
endeavor to facilitate the business and forward the interests of the §)epartment.

The Indians of the Northern reserves, viz., Mistowasis, Petequakey and Atataka-
koop’s bands, can do little more to ameliorate their condition until greater facility for
milling grain is offered to them. Last winter was spent almost entirely in getting
their grain ground, entailing a large amount of labor on both men and work oxen;
indeed, the greatest care was requisite to keep the latter in sufficiently good condition
to perform the spring ploughing and other work. They feel discouraged by this, and
it is feared that their progress will be affected b{ this feeling. The crop pros
at present are indifferent. A drought, which followed seeding, kept the grain ba
to such an extent that much of it cannot be expected to mature before the frost.
injures it, and about half a crop is all that can be hoped for. -

As the staple food of the Indians—the muskrat—will be most scarce, and as the
crop promises so badly, their principal dependence during the coming winter will be
upon rabbits. Destitution is sure to occur, and will be felt more than at any time
since the treaty, for, in former years, some property was owned that could be dis-
posed of for the alleviation of their misery, bat this recourse being no longer left to
them, they have now only the Government’s assistance to depend on.

An energetic and most willing spirit is shown by all the Indians in this district,
especially by those in the vicinity of the agency.

A good pig sty has been built on farm 10, and other work has been performed by

them gratuitously, at my request, and this will evidence their desire to please and
to merit agsistance,
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Nothing prevents all of our Indians from being settled on their reserves, excepi
our incapacity to furnish enough material for agriculture. They are all desirous of
eettling, but have not the wherewithal to enable them to commence farming.

An endeavor was made by traders to introduce gambling on some of our reserves,
but as the firast men detected in it were summoned %efore a magistrate and fined, &
atop was put to it.

An attempt to intimidate the cattle keeper of One Arrow’s Band was met by the
pgseeulion of the man who threatened him, and the imposition of a fine had a good
effect.

It may be well now to present to you such information as is not included in the
accompanying statement, relative to the different bauds of this agency.

Beardy's Band

is still in a pagan state, and receives no religious or other instructione
Though a large number of children are of an age to attend school, there is no teacher
upon the reserve. It suffered greatly last year from the cost of its threshing, but
is will be lessened, or entirely done ,away with, now that a machine has been
furnished. Owing to the lack of proper root houses, a large portion of the seed
potatoes and root crops were lost last winter, giving rise to 8 necessity for a fresh
supply of seed by the Department. This was not called for, however, as the Hud-
son’s Bay Company lent what was required. The recurrence of such a loss is bein
arded against by making a good root house on the reserve, in which the seed wil
e stored in future under the care of the instruotor. A glance at the statement ap-
pended hereto will show the increased amount of land brought under oultivation.

A fanning mill, carts or waggons, ploughs and other implements, are needed.
The loss incident to wear and tear must be made up, or inability to continue opera-
tions will ensue.

The grain orop, though sufficient to supply some of the necessaries of life, is yet
far too small to provide provision for all of the band, and to enable it to proocure
-other articles that are needed.

& The low prices of last winter were also disadvantageous and discouraging in
-effect.

Okemasis’ Band.

Generally speaking, the preceding remarks apply to this band. Its members
-are Roman Catholics; but, being poer, have no regular religious instruction. You
will observe that it requires a school; and it may be pointed out that, on account of
the proximity of the reserves of :his and Beardy’s band, one school might be made
tohﬂsgrrve for “both, thus holding out an opportunity for learning to forty-eight
© on.

The houses of the band are small, but cleanly kept; and in the care of their
houses and persons which these people are beginning to evince, may be seen the
?ywpﬂxo%:f 8 belief in the practicability of securing & permunent and comfortable

1veil .

One Arrow's Band,

It is pleasant to be able to report that rapid progress has been made with this
band during the present spring. Little has been done in building, though their
‘houses sadly need improvement,—as the amount of provision supplied has not more
than sufficed for carrying on field work; but it may be safely stated that if the means
for work are provided, this band is now ready to avail itself of them, and is willing
and anxious to do so,

A very good effect was produced on the band by the stegs taken to punish the
amembers of it who endeavored, by illegal measures, to break through the regulations
anade by its Instructor, with my sanction. His authority is now acknowledged.



[raRT 1] 8t

Great sickness has provailed on the reserve, and many deaths have occurred. .

Great destitution prevailed during the winter, and it was necessary to extend
aid, to alleviate, in some measure, the sufferings of the Indians. The number of
work oxen in its possession gives one yoke to every 26-5 souls; and a team included
in the estimate has become useless, and will shortly be condemned. ,

The proportion of working power to the number of persons will thus be reduced,
and their further progress be rendered slower than heretofore.

All their bay and feed was destroyed by fire during the time of_ spring work,
and provision for the cattle had to be made by the Department.

Northern Reserves.

These have another year of steady progrees to record, though laboring under
some dicadvantages that have not oppressed the aforementioned bands. Their occu-
pants have from forty-five to seventy-five miles to travel, respectively, to the nearest
mille, and are the same distance from a market in which to dispose of any grain
surplus that they may produce.

On account of their comewhat isolated position, it is considered to be all import-
ant to their welfare that they should be led to depend, as far as possible, on their
own resources, and to this end the latter must be mest carefully nurtured and cul-
tivated. The proposal, with this end in view, to introduce trades into the reserves,
has been already referred to. All such work as repairing the wood work of imple-
ments, making plough beams, carts, sashes, doors, &ec., &c., may be donme on the
reserves as well as elsewhere, and as that of Mistowasis occupies & central position,
it is the best point for the establishment of any industry.

The necessity of having a mill in this neighborhood has, it is believed, been
recognized by the Department, ard it need only therefore be reported that the
Indians are most anxious to know that something definite is being dome in the
matter, as they feel that unless they have greater facility for grinding their crop,
it is useless to ctltivate a larger area than they now do.

The truth of their belief is obvious, as it has been seen that last winter was spent
almost entirely in travelling to and frcm the mills, It may be mentioned that there
is good water power on ard in the vicinity cf Mistowasis Regerve,

Mistowasis’ Band

Is, for the most part Presbyterian. The mission and school of this demomination
are respectively in charge of the Rev. J. and Miss McKay. Writing desks are needed
for the school.

A case of trespass on ihe reserve was brought to my notice, and steps were at
once taken to remove the intruder. The introduction of amblin§ was stopped, as
eleewhere mentioned, as the practice is one which seriously interferes with habits of
industry and thrift,

The band sustained itself entirely last winter, and nearly all that had previously
farmed provided themseives with flour and ceed, with which to put in their crops
this spring. :

e want of a threshing and fanning mill is greatly felt, the former especially
being much needed,
ﬁ‘he increase of acreage will be observed by reference to the accompanying
statement.

Atakakoop’s Band.

The remsrks made on the (ofegoing band refer to a great bextent, to this one
also.
A great loss of timber was sustained by it this spring, by the prairie fiies
aunning into the ¢ bluffs ” and woods on the reserves,
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The school, conducted under the auspices of the Church Missionary Society,
is a gresat sucoess, but needs writing desks and some other conveniences.

Several houses of a good sort are in course of erection. They are being shingled
by the builders, who are putting them up with no other assistance than the gift of
. a few pounds of nails.

Petequakey’s Band.

This has for a long time been one of the mogt backward in the district, and fears
were entertained that its disposition was such that little good could be done with it.
It is therefore satisfactory to be able to state that a total change of attitude has
taken place, and that obedience and willingness to work have succeeded and, we
may hope, have totally displaced the spirit that it is said they formerly evinced.

On the reserve is a Roman Catholic Mission, that ministers to the religious wants
of the band and also conducts the school. The priest in charge, Pare Paquette,
expresses anxiety to assist the work of the Department in every way, and has shown
himself to be willing to do so.

Many of the members of the band that have been straggling since the change of
Chiefs are, now that they see the progress which is being made by their kindred,
likely to settle down,

he agreage is being largely increased this year; good fencing and new houses
are being built ; indeed, the reserve, generally, indicates a state of lively and active

Kopahawakemun’s and Kenemolayoo's Bands.

These are in the vicinity of Green Lake, and have not yet been visited. They
had a good. winter for fur, and as they depend upon the hunt, prospered accordingly.

They do little farming, and being so remote from milling and other advantafea,
it is as well that they should continue to hunt as long as possible. The fishery last
fall is reported to have been bad; and unless steps are taken to preserve it, there is
every probability that it will become worse.

John Smith's Band.

These geo le are self-supporting,

The sehool, which was conducted in & most unsatisfactory manner and had been
closed during the quarter ended 30th September, 1883, it was thought to be advisable
not to re-open until 1st April, 1884, as it was necessarg to obtain material for it.

Several new houses have been built, and although the band, as is the case with
mﬁ: soﬁ-pqlled civilized Indians, is in a state of chronic discontent, it is anything but

off.
['he reserve has been before described to you.

This has been rather harder upon them than previous years. They have had
difficulty in threshing their crops, and the price of grain has been low.

James Smitk's Band. .

It depends chiefly on the produce of the chase.

The reserve is well settled, and good houses stand upon it, but little cultivation
has been done, :

It is perhaps as well that, whilst the hunting remains good, the band should
continue to hunt, ard by the time it fails to afford them subsistence a large part of
the burden of settling the Plain Crees will have been removed from the Government.

The Emoo%a.han Mission, which at one time was estabilshed at Fort & la Corne,
lias been abandohed, and the school on the reserve is most unsatisfactorily conducted.



[PaRT 1] ' 83

The reserve has reoentl{ been surveyed, ekcluding much of the poor land on the
north side of the river, which it was originally intended should be embraced within
its limits.

Wm. Twatt's Band

lives almost entirely by hunting, The location of the reserve renders it almost
inaccessible in summer.

The band is in much the same condition as the last mentioned, save that it has
no school nor any opportanity to be instructed in religion.

Chekaslaypaysin's Band.,

Very few of its members live on the reserve, but such as do are maintaining a

steadiv rate of progress.
t worked very faithfully during the past spring, and received some assistance

in food and seed.

The wandering members will doubtlossly come in and settle when the Govern-
ment decides to put them actively to work.

There is a constant feud between the two factions, headed respectively by one of
the councillors and the chief, and when it becomes necessary to commence more
active agriculture, a better chief will have to be elected.

Whitecap'’s (Sioux) Band.

This band roves about the district in one or more parties, working, hunting and
making its livelihood in other ways.

Its reserve has been improved to a considerable extent, and if the aid they have
had is taken into account, its progress may be deemed most satisfactory.

Work will be now found in the new colony of the Temperance Company or
Society, and this will tend to keep them at home more than formerly, as this com-
pany’s land is close to the reserve,

Frost last summer desiroyed their crops, and they would have had little or
nothing to sow this year had it not been for the assistance given to them by the
Government.

An increased acreage and several new buildings mark the intention of the band
to better its condition. '

Schools.

The reserve schools are in anything but an efficient state. Out of five, only one
can be considered to be under competent management. The progress n another is
fairly good, but not what it should be,whilst three are carried on with so little ener;
and with such a total lack of knowledge as to what is required, that the grant whi
they receive is almost wasted. ‘

A radical change is needed, as has been clsewhere pointed out; one that will
insure the engagement of competent, active teachers, under explicit contracts.

The desirability of considering the ¢ Kindergarten” system with relation to
the instruction of Indian children, has before been submitted to you.

Additional furniture will be needed for the schools of Atakakoop’s, Mistowasis’
and Petequakey’s Reserves. .

The large number of children (48) who have no instruction, on Beardy’s and
Okemasis’ Reserves, will indicate the necessity of establishing a school in their
vicinity.

Fisheries.

These are becoming exhausted through the wholesale destruction of fish
during the spawning season, Two remedies are suggested : declaring a close seasom
or preserving certain waters for the exclusive use of Indians,
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Many lakes and deep ponds exist on the reserves, which, if filled with fish,
would offer a considerable addition to the food supply of the Indians. The propriety
and economy of taking steps with this end in view have been submitted to you at
such length that the feasibility of the scheme need not again be presented.

Many of these lakes would be likely to support wild rice, if the seed was once sown
in them. If it were to grow well, the rice would offer a palatable dish to the
Indians, and would also attract wild fowl to the reserves in large numbers, ‘

The necessity for performing a large amount of office work interferes with the
supervision that it is desirable to exercise over the work on the reserves.

Some of the details of the consumption of the Indian crops, and others matters,
I hope to have the honor of submitting to you in a supplementary report.

resenting the foregoing most respectfully,
have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. ANSDELL MACRAE.
Indian Agent.

BaTTLEFoRD AGENCY—TREATY No. 6,
Barrrerorp, NW.T., 13th October, 1884,

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sim,—I beg to state that the Indians for the past year in this district have done
fairly well; the amount of land under cultivation has increased, and never since the
treaty began have the cattle been better taken care of or come out in such good con-
dition in the spring. A few tons of hay had to be purchased for cattle bought for
new bands, who had never settled on a reserve. The other bands, although prairie
fires burnt a good deal of hay, have plenty to winter their cattle, and also to do their
spring’s work with; in fact, this is the only spring when cattle were in a condition
to do & good s;l)ring’s work.

Almost all the land was fall-ploughed last year, which, however, proved a draw-
back, as we had no rain till July, and although all the grain was sown in good time,
the crops are miserable. This discouraged the Indians a good deal, but, notwith-
standing, they have again broken considerable land.

The Red Pheasant Band have better fonces and better houses than last year, but
are allowing themselves to be surpassed in agriculture by newer bands,

The Stoneys, who were the hardest to deal with two years ago, have turned out
to be the best workers we have. They have fenced in about six miles with large
logs, making it cattle proof, and its equal is not in the country. Last year some of
their crop was destroyed by cattle, and they determined to prevent it this year. They
have a number of good houses and especially good stables, and take great care of
their cattle. Too much praise cannot be given to the Instructor, Mr. Payne, who
has worked wonders with them.

Strike-him-on-the-back, who was too old, has been replaced by Young Sweet
Grass as chief. This has been of great benefit, both to the Department and the
Indians, as they have done a very great deal of work, and the band has increased
through stragglers and others belon%ing to the band to over 300 souls, and much
praise is due to their Instructor, Mr. Ballendine, who manages them well.

Poundmaker's Band
has not made much improvement since Mr, Ballendine left them.
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Moosomin’s Band

has surpassed all the others, and stored in the department warehouse 600 bushels of
barleg, to be ground this fall when the mill is up. They have also purchased their
own bacon, and have been for a time self-supporting. Their crops, however, look
miserable, with the exception of some new land broken in spring, and I fear they
will require Government aid through winter, though they expect to be able to keep
themselves, and they may thank their instructor, Mr. Clink, for the prosperous con-
dition they were in, and though they used to disparage him at first, they now see
that what they, at the time, thought harshness, was for their good.

Thunder Child and Nipahase, who have never been on reserves before, have
done capitally under the charge of Instructor Suffern, as may be seen by referring
to the tabular statement. Their crops being altogether on new breaking are better
than those on the other reserves.

In respect to the bands of Little Pine and Lucky Man, I may say that
having come in late in the fall, they were kept close to Battleford, so as to avoid ex-
pense in freighting provisions. They, however, were not idle and cut several hundred
cords of wood during winter. In spring they moved off towards their reserve near
Poundmaker’s, and though I had sent out their implements and cattle, through evil
counsel, they romained at Poundmaker’s for a long time. During this period I ro-
fused to feed them. At last, owing to hunger, they agreed to go on to their reserve.
Most of Lucky Man's men joined Little Pine, who has always shown himself well in-
clined. In this respect, however, his head councillor, Mistutinwas, is the better of
the two. They then began working, and did well, gelting in thirty-four acres crop
and fencing the same, also patting up a house and storehouse for the instructor. In
May Big Bear and and his party came dowa from Pitt, and Lucky Man’s people be-

an to leave their work, Kamanitowas, the headman, however, said he wished to
eave his chief aod join Little Pine. There was not much trouble with those who
now remained on the reserve, until a Thirst. Dance wae begun, when even Little Pino
and his people left their work for a short time, and the affair nearly ended in a riot,
as one of the Indians struck Instructor Craig, and when the police atiempted to
arrest the man, they at first refused to give him up. After the prisoner had been
arrested and held for trial, Big Bear and party wanted me to give them provisions to
take them to their reserve at%itt. This I did, and they started for their destination.
Since then Instructor Craig has had no trouble. The Indians seem to like him, and
he has brought them on admirably.

Enclosed please find tabular statemant.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

J. M, RAE,
Indian Agent.

TreaTy No. 6.
Fort Prrr, N.W.T., July 21st, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—1I have the honor to forward my first Annual Report, with tabular state-
ment, for this distaict, for the year ended 30th June, 1884.

I am glad to report that all the bands of Indians, with the exception of Big
Bear’s, were paid on the reserves, thus doing away with the usual annual meectings
of all the Indians of the district, and thereby saving a large annual expenditure.

I had some trouble in persuading the Indians to return to their reserves for
g:yment, as Big Bear had sent tobacco to all the Indians to ;come to Fort Pitt and

paid along with his band, promising them an increase of annuity money.
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Aside from their oominf to Fort Pitt for their annuities, and their hesitation to

return to their reserves, I am pleased to report favorably on the conduct of the

Indians,  and when the report reached here of trouble at Battfeford, the chiefs

;:;tl:le to me and told me that they did not like the way the Battleford Indians were
aving.

Owing to drought, the crops will not be as good as could be expected; but still
I feel sure that, if we have no frost, the Indians will have a fair crop. They have
more under crop this year, as the home farms have been given them to cultivate.
The acreage under crop was, in 1883, 257§ acres, as against 417 in 1824.

I have prevailed upon the Indians to forego their annual Thirst Dance, and 1
am almost sure it is a thing of the past, as far as the Indians who are sottled on the
reserves are concerned, but should Big Bear and his bandre turn to this district, they
will, of course, revive this heathenish dance.

A great deal of sickness has visited the Chipewayan’s this winter, consequenily
they could not hunt for moose and small game, which has, in a measure, made
them more dependent upon the Department for food. . ’

The fisheries are failing fast, owing to ontside parties fishing on a very large
scale, l:gnd robbing the Indians of every fish they catch, and I have no power to pre-
veni this.

"A great many Chipewayan’s are coming from Isle 4 la Crosse and wish to settle
among the Chipewayan’s of this district. I have told them that they would not be
allowed to settle among the other Indians and that they need not expect to be
admitted into the treaty.

There are only two schools in operation, one at Frog and Cold Lakes, under the
Roman Catholic Mission ; returns have not been received from the Onion Lake school
under the Church of England Mission for over one year ; the school at Long Lake,
under the Roman Catholic Mission, has been closed for some time, owing to sickness
aud absence of the teacher. The Indian children attending the schools at Frog and.
Cold Lakes, are making fair progrers, -

The Indians of this district are very poor in clothing, never having much given
to them, und if they work continually and faithfally on their reserves, they cannot
earn any clothing for themselves,

The reserve at Long Lake has not been sarveyed as yet, and the Indians are
scattering far and wide. By this means they have an idea that they will have a
larger reserve. I have put a man in charge of the band this year, They have built
a house and storehouse for him, besides putting in their crops. .

‘We-mis-te-coo-se-a-wa-«is had a reserve surveyed for' his band adjoining Seekas-
kootch’s, at Onion Lake, in 1879. They never did & day’s work or any improve-
ments there, but squatted on & piece of land at Stony Lake, eight miles from Fro
Lake, and their time was taken up travelling to and trom Frog Lake for rations.
persuaded the band to abandon the Stony Lake and join O-nee-pow-hayo’s band here,
where they are under the eye of the Ibstructor. I have given them the land which
was heretofore cultivated as the Home Farm, which is to be added to this reserve,

Big Bear and his band arrived at Fort Pitt in August, 1883, and promised to
take a reserve, but have failed to do so yet. They are now somewhere in the
Battleford district.

A dwelling house, 18x20, is being erected at this place for the use of the Agent;
ailsg.a storehouse, 20x40, for supplies. All the timber was cut and prepared by the

ndians.

Pursuant to orders from Regina, I moved from Fort Pitt to this place, 29th
June, 1884, '

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS T. QUINN,
Acting Sub-Indian Agent.

[No Report from Agent Anderson, for the Edmonton District.]
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TrzaTY No, 7.
Forr MaocLeop, N.W.T., 25th July, 1884,

To the Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa. '

Sir,~I have the honor to submit my second Annual Report on the Indians in
Treaty 7. As I have been the greater portion of the time in charge of the northern
division, I will commence with the Blackfeet.

Since my last report we have passed through what may be considered an anxious
time, I mean the completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, running through and
contiguous to the Blackfoot Reserve, and it gives me much satisfaction to be able to
state that there was not the slightest conflict between the Indians and the railway
employces. Only one accident occured, that to an Indian, who had his foot crushed
between the bumpers of two cars, when attempting to get a ride while in motion.
the only person to blame was the Indian,

In August last an epidemic broke out among the Indians, taking the form of
erysipelas, but from what cause I cannot state. During the early stages of the dis-
ease, many cases proved fatal, principally among the middle-aged and aged. For-
tunately it gradually disappeared. The medical officer attended many cases with
varied success, and was ably assisted by the missionaries residing on the reserve.

The Sun Dance took place during this month, but was greatly shorn of its old
timo custom, not a solitary candidate preserting himself to undergo the torture test.
It is very unlikely that this custom will soon die out, as the Indians sti:l look upon
it as the great event of the year. .

The payments passed off quietly and satisfactorily. My thanks are due to the
officer commanding the Mounted Police at Calggry for assistance rendered at that
time.

Crops this year were not 8o good as they were last year, owing to the drought
and summer frosts. Potatoes were particnlarly small, as were also the turnips.
Wheat was the only article really good on this reserve, samples of which I forwarded
to the Departmeont.

As soon as the crops were harvested, a reduction was made in the ration of flour
from one-half pound to as nearly one-quarter pound as could be arrived at, thus,
saving a large amount in the cousumption of that article. At first the Indians
grumbled a good deal, but when it was explained to them that they had a consider-
able quantity of vegetables for their own use, there was no further comment on the
matter.

During the winter months the Indians kept well to their reserve, 1 have no
knowledge of any Blackfeet going off on horse stealing expeditions. Some few went
to the Red Deer country to hunt, but had little or no success.

Towards the latter part of the winter, some few Indians would arrive in Calgary
39(;1 remain a short time, but on being told to return to their reserve they invariably

id so. ‘

Spring opened up earlier than usual ; the Indians were set to repair their fences,
Several Indians asked for individual fields. Asfar as practicable, these requests were
complied with. Those lucky enongh to get a field to thomselves showed them to me
with evident pride on my recent visit. :

The lnstructors have been instructed to encourage working Indians as much as
possible, and to endeavor to stimulate a degree of friendly rivalry.

The Indians may be said to have worked with more energy this year than last.

At the South Blackfoot farm, Mr. Wheatly sent a white man out to show the
Indians how to plant their potatoes, and at the proper season men were detailed to
the different fields, working with the Indians hoeing their potatoes, turnips, &c. This
was also carried out on the North Blackfoot farm, Mr. Edwards being in charge,
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On Farm 204, wo have 113 acres under crop; Farm 205, 96 acres, composed of
tatoes, turnips, carrots, onions, wheat, oats, barley and garden seeds, besides some
gg acres on the home farm, oats, potatoes, turnips and garden seeds.

On the whole, I think we may say the Blackfeet are advancing.

The Sarcees havo certainly made up their minds to do better; it gives me much
pleasure to be able to say this, Daring the summer and autumn of last year, it was
next to impossible to keep them out of Calgary, for as fast as their tepees were taken
down in one place, they would appear in another the next day. This was also the
case during the winter months,

If the people ol Calgary do not want the Indiaus, they have it in their power
to keep them out. If, instead of getting them to do their chores for a small sam of
money and a little food, thus encouraging them to stay, they refused to give them
any assistance, the Indians would see they were not wanted and would seldlom go
there, Besides giving them this employment by day, it in & measure gives them a
certain amount of excuse to remain and use their women for immoral purposes. It
is a certain fact that parties in Calgary have sent out presents of tea and tobaceo to
the Indians to come in. Unfortunatefy we could not trace it to anyone, or action
would have been taken. S

Early in the spring a party of this tribe were induced to settle on that portion
of their reserves which orosses the Elbow River. This move was fortunate, as

arties had been in the habit of cutting wood. in that vicinity. By having Indians
ﬁving on the spot, this will be avoided in fature,

When work was begun, Bull's Head turned out, getting his people to work with
a will. Quite & number asked to have separate gardens, which was granted, the
Indians breaking their own land with the oxen,—Bull's Head mostly being with
them and taking a turn at the plough himself. Should the season prove favorable
and free from summer frosts, I anticipate a good return on this reserve, When there
in June, crops were looking very fine. Besides the regular fields, there are some
twelve gardens, worked entirely by Indians, and containing about an acre each.
There is under cultivation this year about 89 acres (this includes the gardens).

, The Sarcees are building good root houses and are well pleased at the result of
their labor. ‘

The Stoney’s are no longer drawing daily rations from the Government. I hear
from Mr. Acting Sub-Agent Begg that they put in all the seeds sent them this year
by the Department, and then went to their Eunting grounds, except a few who were
too oid and feeble. These are receiving assistance twice a month, Mr. Begg visiting
them for that purpose.

The receipt of regular rations was caut off in April of this year, the Indians
taking it very quietly.

gn the last day of February I received a telegram from Regina to proceed to
MacLeod and take over the treaty from Mr. Agent Denny by a proper transfer, Mr:
Begg to fill my position at the Blackfoot Crossing. Owing to the inclement state of
the weather it was impracticable to leave Calgary for a few days.

On my arrival, assisted by Mr. Lash, the Agency Clerk, an inventory was taken
of all Government property in the agency warehouse, and after devoting two or
three days to the office, K{r. Lash accompanied me to the Blood Reserve. After taking
stock and examining the books, I held a council with the Indians, As is ever the case,
these Indians did not at all care about the change, but as I had known them some
five or six years, I did not anticipate having any trouble with them.

Among other questions asked was one begging that their rations should not be

reduced. Their reason for asking this was on account of some white persvn or persons
having told them such would be the case.
: 1 promised them their rations would not be reduced without first giving them
notice. It has afforded me much pleasure to find such is not the present intention
of the Department ; if it were, very serious trouble would be the result, as these
Indians are & powerful tribe, rich in horses, with many warriors well armed, and &
large supply of ammunition.
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About the 23rd March we began ploughing on the Blood Reserve, continuing

gaily for a week, when a violent snow storm set in, keeping us off the land for some
ays .

A number of Bloods did their own ploughing, using their own horses, doing the
work under supervision, fairly well. Mr. McCord, the Instructor, has taken great
pains to scatter theso Indians over the reserve-—fields ranging for upwards of
25 wmiles up and down the river.

Seed was all in early, the greater portion of the potatoes being planted before
the end of April.

Several Indians have individual fields, of which they are proud.

The area under crop this year amounts to about 164 acres (including gardens)
composed of wheat, oats, barley, ;t)lotatoes, turnips, carrots, onions and garden seeds,
Indians doing the hartowing. There is every prospect of an abundant harvest,

I find the Bloods well behaved as a rule. I understand there were some known
casee of cattle killing, but I do not credit these Indians with killing all the cattle,
an offence with which owners are too prone to charge them.

An amusing remark was made in a speech dolivered by some member of tho
S. W. Stock Association at its annual meeting : “ That Indians had brought cattle
“Kkilling down to a science, having trained their dogs to run them down.” My
exporience of the Indian cur is, that all he is capable of being taught is to haul the
traineau loaded with wood ; he teaches himself to steal beef out of the cattle corals
on the reserve when the butchers are slanghtering,

On the 30th May I received copy of telegram, sent by Superintendent McQueen,
commanding ' the Mounted Police at Maple Creek, asking me to find out what
Blood Indians were off the reserve with One Spot, an 1ndian chief ; as a white man
had been murdered there. On personal investigation, I found that neither One
Spot, nor any of the Bloods, were in that neighborhood. We could account for seven
absentees ; these had gone south across the line, presumbly to visit relatives.

There is very little doubt the murder was committed by South Piegans (United
States 1ndians) us a party was known to be in that vicinity at the time. I merely
montion this, as castern newspapers seem only too glad to give the Indians credit for
any criminal acts committed. .

The only trouble with the Bloods is, that some interested whites are constantiy
inciting them to mischief. Ifthese parties would desist from such reprehensible
conduct, the Bloods would give me very little trouble.

We have recently removed into the new agency buildings on this reserve, which
gives the cmployces comfortable quarters. There are also good storehouses, ration
house, Indian house, with good stabling and cellars, being in every way convenient,
with ample room for supplies.

The Piegaus have generally been looked upon as the best Indians in the treaty,
but as I have only recently been closely connected with them, I am not yet able to
give an opinion on the subject.

Some of the Piegans, Big Swan, for instance, are very well off. This chief
ploughed, assisted by his band, the whole of his field, about twenty acres, with native

nies, and has a good crop in. Tuope, who has hitherto been an exemplary Indian,
as done very little this year, owing to death in his family.

There were at different times during spring some eight or nine ploughs going,
worked by Indians, with their own horses. Their present area under crop is much
smaller than previous years, but whether this had alwnys been over estimated or is
the result of teveral changes of Instructors this spring, I cannot say. 1 was doubtfal
as to the quantity under crop, so I had a rough measarement taken by the Instructor,
Mr. Williams, which resulted in the fact of their being only seventy-five acres, com-
posed of wheat, oats, barley, potatoes, turnips, carrots and garden seeds. This does
not include the home farm.

At the spring round-up of the Stock Association, the interests of the Indians were
well looked after by a practical cowboy, who has been in the employment of the
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Department for eome time past, but I regret to state that the result was far from satis-
factory in the Piegan herd, and I am of opinion that the Indians in this district are
not far enon%h advanced to be entrusted with the care of a herd of cattle, which, if
not sharply looked after, will disappear. Last winter was very sovere on stock, and
1 have no doubt a portion of the loss can be ascounted for in that way.

‘We have received the first instalment of stores under contract, 1884-85, from
the Hudson’s Bay Company, which were personally inspected by me during their
delivery. I found them in every case equal to, if not superior, to samples.

Taking the Indians gonerally throughout this treaty, they have been well be-
haved, few cases of horse stealing being brought to the notice of the agent. I have
more than once beenrable to return horses to settlers, throngh Indians bringing them
to me. :

Throughout the treaty ithey have done their own fencing, some of the work
having been very creditably performed; harrowing with their own horses and
soveral instances of ploughing in the same manner, On the whole, I think some
progress has been made. I forward a tabular statement with this report,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient sgrvant,

W. POCKLINGTON,
Acting Indian Agent.

Brackroot Crossixg, N, W. T,,
Trraty No. 7, 16th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sim,—I bave the honor to forward my first Annual Report, which will not be
lengthy, as Mr. Pocklington has already roported on this treaty up to the time I
took charge of 'this district.

About the 1st of April, 1884, I arrived here from Fort McLeod, and took charge
of the Blackfeet, Sarcees and Stoneys. My first duties, sccording to instructions,
were to cease the regular rationing of the Stoneys, with the exception of food to the
old and infirm, who were not able to hunt,

The Stoneys have done very well by hunting, although the season has not been
so favorable as usual, on account of the flooding of the beaver lands, I have since
visiled the Stoneys twice a month, and issued rations to the old and infirm.

The Department sent in largo supplies of artichokes fot seed, which have been
lanted on the different reserves in the district. I think they will be healthy food
or the Indians and suitable to stand the climate,

During the spring the Indians on the two Blackfoot Reserves and on the Sarcee-
Reserve assisted very willingly in putting in the crops and fencing. Although our
timber for fencing i3 limited, the Indians are very much pleased to hear that wire
will arrive for that purpose.

) We have a large area of wheat on the reserves, and if the frost do not interfere,
there w:ll be no better return in the North-West.

As the Indian horses on the Blackfoot and Sarcee Reserves are very small and
few in number, the heavy work has to be done by horses belonging to the Depart-
ment, \ .

Mr. Wheatly, tho Farming Instructor on the lower reserve, has dooe very well
‘Iwith the Indians under his charge, and has been ably assisted by J. L. Hereux,

aterpreter.
he Imstructors on the North Blackfoot and Sarcee Reserves have been fre-
quently changed, which, as a general thing, Indians do not like, even when it may



. [rarr 1] 91

be for their benefit. I believe Mr. Scott, now in charge of the North Reserve, will
be successful, as he has had considerable previous experience.

I have endeavored to scatter the Indians as much as possible on the reserves,
and have for that purpose new fields broken at some distance from each other.

1 hope that the Industrial School will succeed in teaching the younger Indians
how to work. Father Lacombe has great influence amongst them.

The Indians altogether in this district have conducted themselves well, and have
not committed any depredations. Their health has also been satisfactory.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

MAGNTUS BEGG,
Acting Indian Agent,

EpyoNTON, ALBERTA, 17th September, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sie,—1I have the honor o make the following Report of my inspection of the
Indian agencies, farms and reserves in the North-West Territories, commencing with
the Birtle District.

Accompanied by the agent, Mr. Herchimer, I first visited the Sioux reserve,
These Indians have made rapid strides towards civilization. Driving through the
reserve I found myself at times forgetting that these houses and woll fenced and
cultivated fields were the property of Indians who, but a short time before, were
untutored savages. Their crops were backward, having suffered from the long con-
tinued drought. The agent informed me thatthe band has one hundred and, twenty
head of cattle and the “ round up ” for my inspection numbered ninety head. Itisa
fine herd and the Indians are justly proud of it. They manuficture butter, but th
want of milk pans and churns is & great drawback to their ruccess. :

The Indians gathered at the school house for a talk, but I first held a
school examination, hearing the children read and spell. There were thirty pupils
present, varying in age from infancy to sixteen or seventeen years, they were clean
and neatly dressed and reflect credit on the teacher, Mr. Burgess.

Thirty men presented themselves at the meeting dvcssed as white men, not
a blankot among them. They talked a good deal, dwelling upon their gratitude to
the Goverament for helping them and having them taugh’ to carn their own living,
also for providing them with a school teacher. In addition to the tools and implo-
ments supplied them by the Government, they have purchased others, including
oooking stoves, to the amount of $1,390, The band possesses four lumber wagons,
one buckboard, one spring wagon, eight ploughs, eight harrows, two reaping machines
and a number of scythes and forks.: They ask for a thresher, mower and rake, saws,
aufers and hoes, a few plain medicines, a large Union Jack flag, and to have their
bull changed for a younger and better bred animal. The large flag at present in
their possession, and which was flying at the time of my visit, is one which was
carried by their tribe during the war of 1812, when they were allies of the British, is
somewhat ragged and faded with age, and the bullet holes are still visible in it.
There was on dy one birth amongst them last year, and the hand of death dealt freely,
having carried off eight of their number. The wished me to inform the Government
that they desired their reserve to be known as ¢ Middle Hill.”

The Gambler's Reserve.

This part of Way-way-see-capo’s Band, which was allowed to break away
from the band and settle here in 18:0, has done exceedingly well, and is living in
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comfort. In the evening the Indians gathered at the house of one O-gah-mah. I re-
marke] that it was very clean and contained a cooking stove, coal oil lamp, table, cup-
board, with dishes, and other things. He also has thirty acros enclosed with an extra
ood stake and rider fence, fifteen acres of which are sown with wheat and potatoes.
was informed that O-gah-mah and his daughters, not having any oxen, carried every
rail on their shoulders from the valley below, and that he sold a horse to pay for
having his land broken. This spring the agent gave him one ox. I think it would
be well to place the agent in a position to lend him another ox, a plough, and a set of
harrows. Indian Thomas Tanner has thirty acres in crop, twenty-flve being wheat,
five potatoes and barley. He has built a splendid log house 20 by 28, with shingled
roof and tongued and groved dressed flooring. In the house he has a clock, coal oil
lamp, cooking stove, churn, &. While I was there his wife returned from milk-
ing. She took the strainer and clean milk pans with the milk into the cellar, and set
it out as handily as any white woman conlg have done, Six Indians on this reserve
planted one hundred and ninety-slx bushels of potatoes, and one hundred and
twenty bushels were planted by the remainder of the band; onme hundred and
seventy-four bushels of wheat were sown, only fifty-four bushels of which was supplied
by the agent ; thirteen bushels each of oats and barley were put in, the seed being
supplied by the Indians. They also purchased for themselves during the past year,
one yoke of oxen, one waggon, one set of harrows and a plough, making the total
of implements and cattle provided and purchased by themselves to be: eight oxen,
eight cows, one steer, four waggons, two mowers, two horse rakes, seven ploughs,
and one set of harrows. They have a herd of forty-three private cattle, and the
band or treaty cattle consist of five cows, eight oxen, and nine head of young cattle,
making a total of sixty-five head. Tho agent states that only during the last year
have these Indians made up their minds to work land. The chief says that Commis-
sioner Dewdney promised them four cows, but they have only received one. They
also asked for more ploughs and six oxen and pigs, stating that if the Government
would give them the oxen, they would pay for them as soon as they are able. The
promise on their part is meritorious, but I consider it impracticable. If the Depart-
ment grants their request, the oxen must be considered as a gift. Last year the
Indians worked on the railway, thus earning a good deal of money. This work
having stopped, they had no visible means of support at the time of my visit. It
was therefore arranged by the agent that they should commonce breaking fresh
land, and for every five acres he would give them a sack of flour and twenty pounds
of bacon. Thoy asked to have their reserve enlarged, giving a3 reasons : 1st, their
desire to get some timber; 2nd, that the present area is not sufficient nor in compli-
ance with the terms of the treaty.
At present the reserve does not extend west of the Assinaboine and they desire
that it should be so extended, as that would give them plenty of timber. I am
informed that as yet there are no settlers upon the land asked for.

i Coté's Band.

Wo arrived at this reserve on 14th June, made pleasant to memory by a rain
storm, thus putting an end to the long period of drought, which if continued one week
longer would have rendered the crops valueless. The old chief is still hale and hearty.
I was pleased to see that since my last visit the Indians have spread themselves over
the reserve, taking up farms in favorable localities and making farming a business,
Tho area of land under crop this year wasone hundred and six acres, twenty-eight be-
ing potatoes, fifty-two barley, ten oats, twelve wheat,’and thirty acres summer fallow.
Their herd has increased to ninety-one head, and is composed of twenty oxen from
three years old upwards, twenty-five cows, onc bull, and forty-five young cattle. In
addition the band owns fifty horses and colts and five pigs. From this you will
observe that they are in a prosperous condition. They have twenty-eight dwellings,
most of them good, comfortable houses. The band numbers two hundred and thirty
souls, and there are twenty-two families who have not as yet taken up land, but it is
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expected several of them wlll do so this year. They requirea good many things to-
assist them in their work, being short of ploughs, harrows and pony harness. I would

also recommend that half a dozen light ox yokes with logging chains be supplied

them for breaking steers, also two lumber ‘waggons. They have been successful in

keeping pigs, but a boar of improved breed is required. Four died during tha year,
and there were nine births, the health of the band being ‘generally good, excepting

twelve old and helpless people. The chief asked me to say that Governor Laird

promised that he would get his chief’s waggon, but that he never had received it and

wants it now, as he is too old to ride on horseback.

School— Presbyterian—Cuthbert McKay, Teacher.

There were six boys and six girls present. I heard them read in the first book,
They had slates and were learning to write and make figuares. The school was held
in the teachers house, the new school house not being completed. The new building
20 x 26, hewn logs, is a good one and has a thatched roof. The Agent was waiting
for the grant of $100 from the Government to complete it, The principal obstacle in
the way of large attendance at this school is one which is found on other re:erves,
and arises from pemuadin% our Indians to scatter over the reserve, in order that
each may have a homo an progerty of his own, thus placing the families at such
distances apart that tho school house cannot be built to accommodate all. Many
children cannot attend on this account, therefore, Mr. McKay up to the present, has,
to obviate the difficulty, moved his school from one point of the reserve to another,
from time to time, s0 as to give all a share in the year’s tuition.

The Key's Band.

A portion of this band, with the chief and three headmen, moved from Shoat
River to their present reserve in 1882, but are now becoming very anxious regarding
their future, having heard that the Government intends to survey a reserve for those
who remained behind. They say that if this is done the division in the band will be
permanent, and that some who are now here will retarn to the old place. The his-
tory of the case, as far as I could learn, is as follows, and I give you the chief's own
words: “Myself and three headmen gave our assent to removal, and we had heard
“ from Governor Laird that whatever we said the band would have to agree to, so
“when Agent McDonald told us that Mr. Dewdney ordered us to move, and Mr.
¢ Agent Herchimer coming and persuading us, we consented ; also, when we went to
« Fort Ellice to meet the Governor General I first asked him to allow us to take Kee-
“ ge-konse’s abandoned reserve at Pelly. He replied: You have already arranged
“to take your reserve at Pelly, and you have to go there, I therefore want you to
“tell the Government not to give any reserve at Shoal Lake to the Indians who
«gtayed behind. At Shoal River there are only three huts, which we threw
“away. We lived about there for thirty years. There is no luhd there fit for culti-
“vation ; often it is totally flooded. The cattle feed on rushes and browse and grow
“all to horns.” Mr. Herchimer states that he was instructed by the Commissioner,
in the presence of Inspector McColl, to inform The Key's Band at Shoal River and
Fort Pelly that they could have no reserve but that at Fort Pelly, which he accord-
ingly did, and by order of the Department the reserve was surveyed for the full
number belonging to the band, pamely, one hundred and ninety-five—only eighty-
three having removed. One headman (Beardy) remained behind, having an idea
that the Government will make him a chief. He has no garden and lives in a bark
lodge. Duck Bay (Shoal River) is heavily timbered, there being no prairie or hay
land. These Indians are doing very well, having this year fifty acres in crop, twenty
of wheat, twelve of potatoes, sixteen of barley and two acres of garden, as agaiust
fourteen acres all told in 1883, and their cattle have increased from thirty-nine head,
in 1883, to forty-seven head this year, with more calves to come. The chief asks per-
mission to use his oxen in freighting when they are not required for farming. Wm.
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Brass has two oxen which are too old to work, and he wishes to exchange them with
the Government for younger animals. The first eattle given to this band were wild
-and were distributed in Governor Laird’s time; they were subseqi‘lently shot. There
was a second issue, when they were given four cows and a calf. They have had five
oxen lent to them by the agent, which, with one ox raised by themselves, makes
three yoke. John Redlake asked for a cow. There is.a deformed steer belonging to
this band which should be killed for beef and replaced by a good work ox. They
asked for a mower, fanning mills, sickles, milk pans, two churns, six breaking

loughs, two iron harrows and two wagons. The chief wants two iron-bound carts
in lieu of a light wagon, and two sets pony plough harness for the use of the band ; he
also asked for clothing. At each house can beseen a saw pit, the Indians having whip
.-saws of their own.

School.

The band has provided all the necessary timber and lamber for a schoolboase,
and the material is on the site selected. After harvest they will proceed with the
erection of the building.

There were six births and two deaths during the year.

Kishikonse’s Band

removed from Swan River in 1881, and only commenced farming in 1882, They
number one hundred and sizty-five souls. Their total erop is seventy acres, all well
fenced, and is composed of twenty-one acres potatoes, twenty-eight of barley, ten of
wheat, one of peas and five of roots. They have twenty-three dwellings, twelve
stables, five storehouses and a schoolhouse. They have a herd of sixty-six head of
-cattle, consisting of twenty-six cows, twenty calves, twenty young steers and hoifers;
in addition, they havo eleven work oxen, some being treaty and some loaned them
by the agent, nine work oxen their own property, forty-five horses and thirteen
pigs. From the above you will believe that it may truthfully be said of this band
that they are in a prosperous condition; but notwithstanding this, they, like others,
aro full of wants, They asked for a bull, iwo more yokes of oxen, five sets pony plough
~harpess, more ploughs and harrows, two waggons, two carts, on account of treaty,
milk pans, two churns, fanning mill, three sets whiffletrees, monkey wrench, a
‘broadaxe and a tool chest, their treaty tool chest having been burned.

School.

. They have built a school-house 18 x 22 feet, but it is unfinished; the Agent is
wating for the $100 grant to complete it. :

Way way-see-cappo’s Band.

This band has made but little progress since my last visit, and it is beyound my
power to give a reason for it. They had the advantage of & resident instructor for
several years, and have a good reserve; but the fact remains, that their condition is
very little better than it was. Certainly the best working Indians went away with

¢“The Gambler,” The old chief resigned last April, and Towm Shap-wa-tung was

elected to the position at a meeting of the band, and the election was confirmed,
subject to probation. ' I am of opinion it would have been better to have left the
band without a chief. The Gambler’s portion of the band is progressing well without
-one. Tom and some of his men came to our camp in the evening, and were fall of
wants; but as far as I conld judge, they lacked inclination to work. They comﬂained
-of starvation, and the agent mﬁ: them the same offer regarding breaking land as
he did the other bands. They also complained of the mill” dams, as they prevented
the fish from going up the Bird Tail River. The cattle have not increased very much.
‘There are only thirty-two head on the reserve.
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Moose Mountain District, Pheasant Rump Band.

This is a small band of Assinaboines, consisting of eighty-six souls, They had
fifty-five acres in crop, but it was very backward on account of the long drought.
The Indians have built their houses in the style of a small village of twelve houses
and four stables, and they farm all around it. From the scarcity of building timber
the houses are of a very poor character, and the band generally is not prosperous.
They require clothing, and if they were liberally supplied with ammunition, they
could materially improve their condition without much additional expense to the
Department., In the evening the Indians gathered at the chief's hoase for a talk.
‘Wah-kee-an-dotah, or Red Thunder, was the principal speaker, and he asked for the
band additional two yoke of oxen with harness, some more cows, pigs and sheep,
plough for each family, four harrows, milk pails, churns and milk pans. I am in-
clined to think the altitude of this reserve is too great to admit of much success in
farming, but no doubt stock will do well, sheep particularly, if the Indians can be
induoeg to destroy their dogs. The cattle consist of one bull, six cows, four oxen,
four calves, two three year old steers, and five yoang cattle—twenty-two head in all.
They have had but little help in the way of food from the Department this summer,
only having received twenty-four sacks of flour since April, which included the
supply during seeding time. Their cabins have no windows, although sunshine is
cheap and wholesome. I would recoramend that some sash and glass be sent to
them, there being no timber in the neighborhood to make lumber for sash.

Ocean Man’s Band—Chief No-gah-sha, or Red Ears.

The crops here were well put in, bat suffering from the drought, Turnirs were
a failure, wheat very thin and potatoes only coming through the ground, although
seeding was finished early. The band numbered eighty, and bitterly complained of
starvation, attributing the thirteen deaths which occurred last year to this cause.
They were miserably clad, some having breech-clout and blanket, and some without
the blanket. They stated that their principal food was barley. They complained of
their instructor, McArthur, saying that he had been buying their horses for less than
their value, while they were starving. The agent informed me that the members of
the band are very poor fishers and hunters, as they only killed three deer last winter,
when some men of Pheasant Rump’s band, single handed, killed forty each. He
also stated that the band has, this spring, worked as hard as any bam{ could, bat
required more provisions. They are saddled with a great number of old widows
and illegitimate children from Fort Walsh, and the widows of several men who were
shot three years ago when the trouble took place between them and the Gros Ventres.
They have seven oxen, five cows, one bull, two yearlings and four calves, making
nineteen head in all, The agent was about to send them another yoke of oxen.
They were not able to work one yoke of their oxen, the bows being too small.

White Bear Band,

This band has settled far in the hills, and I am afraid the altitude is too high for
guccessful agriculture. However, the potatoes looked well, but the grain was very
backward, They number one hundred and five souls, and their cro&) this year
consists of eight acres of barley, four of wheat, six of potatoes, two and one-half of
corn and six of turnips, a total of twenty-six acres. Pa-pa-ness, head man, is their
best farmer. His farm is well fenced, which is much to his credit, for, having no
oxen until this spring, he carried the rails on his back. I counted ten dwellings and
five stables on the reserve, They have only four oxen, two cows and a calf, and these
are what remain of their treaty animals. The band only awns eight horses. The
chief, with his old father, Ogah-mah, and the rest of the band, came to our camp
for an interview. Like the last mentioned band, they were poorly clad, and deserv-
ing of more than compassion, which was all I had to give them. The chief said
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that he wanted a copy of the treaty that he signed. The reason his band cannot
show much work is, that they are not fed well enough. He would like another yoke
of oxen, a plough and harness, more harrows, a grindstone, a whip-saw, cross-cut
saw, two waggons, and five cows for the band, some clotbing and moccasins, He
was also promised hinges, doors and windows for a house, He said if they had more-
ammunition given {bem, they would not go hungry so often. ’

Birtle Indian Office.

I took an inventory of the goods and supplies on hand, 31st May. The issnes
here are entirely different to those of any other agency, the Territory having but
one permanent farming instructor ; the issues are made directly to the different
bands by the agent, consequently there is no means of verifying the entries. In
fact, it must be taken for granted that these issues were msde and that the entries
in the books are correct. In the regularity with which the boos of the office are-
kept, and the general contentment and progress of the different Indian bands under
Mr. Herchmer’s jurisdiction, the Department has cause for much satisfaction. The-
Indians have, since the removal of the instructors, been taught selt-reliance, and
oertainly have surpassed my expectation in this advancement, but it entails great
vigilanoe upon the part of the agent in such a large district, and he bas to bo con-
stantly travelling, Itis not to be wondered at that some bands have made more
progress than others, and probably the perusal of my report may have suggested to
you the neccessity of more help and better direct supervision being extended to
those bands of Indians at the Moose Mountains, They are Plain Indians. To many
of them I paid the annuity at Fort Walsh three years ago, and they were then unci-
vilized, It is, therefore, not to be wondered at that they are quite helpless in their
new mode of life. In the office is kept a cattle record book, according to the instruc-
tions of the Department, a day book, journal and ledger, letter book, daily journal of
passing events, voucher book, the quadruplicates of vouchers, duplicates of school
returns, letters, copies of tabular statements, all duly filed." 1 annex, for reference in
the Department, a statement of the treaty and loan cattle and offspring in the district.
The branding and numbering of these cattle, together with the descriptive roll, has
been a step in the right direction. I would now suggest that something be done,
not only here, but in all other districts, towards inducing the Indians to take greater
interest in their live stock, and this, in my opinion,” can only be accomplished by
bestowing individusl rights to such cattle. From close enquiry into a plan adopted
by Mr. Agent Herchmer sevoral years ago, amovngst the Sioux, I think it can be very
advantageously introduced with treaty Indians. At present it is left to the Indians
themselves to elect who shall have the care of the cattle. Often the chief himself ,
will appropriate the whole number, and only allow his favorites the use of them. Mr.
Herchmer’s plan is to loan a cow to an Indian man or woman whom he knows to be

eserving, and is confident will take proper care of the animal. In due course the
cow will have a calf, which the Indian is to raise, and when the calf has grown up
to be a cow, or ox old enongh to work, this is given over to the agent as payment
for the first cow, which young animal he, in turp, gives to some other Indian
requiring it, upon like conditions. All other issne from the first cow remains the
rty of the Indian, the agent retaining a lien as to the right of their disposal, for
in the course of time the increase will be sufficient in number for the Indian, with
the consent of the agent, to kill an animal for beef, or otherwise dispose of ope now
and again for his own benefit. An agent can thus, first gaining the consent of a band,
make a disposition, amongst its members, of the treaty cattle and offspring now in
their possession ; and the above plan, worked out with them under direction of the:
agent, as with loaned cattle, I beg to recommend for general adoption,

Condition of Supplies. ‘
The trousers and wincey shown on the inventory are ot a very poor quality.
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Mill dams on streams have been a source of serious loss to the Indians of the
various reserves, as their ereotion prevent the fish from going up the streams to
spawn. In my opinion, steps should he taken to compel mill owners to forthwith
place fish slides in their dams.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

T. P. WADSWORTH,
Inspector Indian Agencies and Farms,

That portion of Inspector Wadsworth's Annual Report which relates to Treaties 4, 6
and T will, together with the report of the Hon. Commissioner Dewdney, Inspector McCall
and Agent Anderson, none of which have yet been received, appear further on in this volumne.

CowICHAN AGENCY,
MarLE Bay, B.C., 24th July, 1884,

The Ri%ht Honorable
he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to enclose tabular statement for the year ended 30th
J une,h1884, together with my Annual Reportand a list of Government property un/ >
my charge.

v Althgough, owing to the wandering habits of some of the natives, I have not sen
able to secure a reliable census in all the bands of the agency, I am convinced that
there is & percegtible decrease in the Indian population, and this will, I feel sure,
continue until the large “rancheries” (which are, at present, only kept up for the
sake of holding “ potlaches” and dances) are done away with.

These houses, which are more open to the weather than an ordinary barn, are
not nearly so well built as they were twenty years ago, and are undoubtedly the
cause of the death of a great many Indians yearly. Indeed, it is almost impossible
for any one, suffering from a severe attack of any lung or kindred disease, to recover
while staying in any one of them, owing to the damp floors and the constant change
they are undergoing from extreme heat to severe cold, and also to the want of ruitable
nourishing food.

By the tabular statement it will be seen that there is & gradual increase in the
uantity of grain grown, which, this year, will be in excess of any former one. Many
ndians will have sufficient wheat to supply their families for the year: This is par-

ticularly the case in the Saanich, Cowichan and Nanaimo Bands. '

. The high price of beef, however, and the demand for work oxen, has induced
many Indians to sell their cattle, 80 that the number of horned cattle has sensibl
decressed. At the same time, the number of horses is rapidly on the increase, thoug!
man{ of them are unsaleable and of little use.

n November last I attended a large ¢ potlach ” held at Lacksem, on Valde’s
Island. There were over two thousand Indians present, speaking several languages.
Some liquor was seized, bat, on the whole, the Indians at these gatherings are
remarkably peaceable, A very small number of the guests were housed, most of
them living in tents or mat huts, and the weather being severe, they suffered very
much indeed. There was much grumbling amongst themselves about their being
obliged to attend & “potlach” at sach & time of the year and where there was no
protection from the wind and snow. One of the worst features of this potlach was
the number of half-breeds who were taking part in it, and these, following the
example of the old Indians, gave or threw away the earnings of years. One youth
alone gave away over $400 worth of goods, being the savings of years, and all to
earn the praise or flattery of a fow old people, who will, no douht, be themselves
entirely dc:;stitute in a few years,

3—



98 [parT 1]

The chief, Ce-who-latza, gave me an opportunity, on two evenings, of addressing-
the chiefs and headmen of the different tribes. I did my best to point out to them:
the folly and the injury to themselves in so many ways of these gatherings, telling
them that unless they themselves took measures to stop them the Government
would be compelled to do so. One chief made a long speech, saying how wrong it
would be for the Government to prevent these gatherings, when relatives fiom a
distance met each other, and the old and destitute were feasted. Fortunately, on my
way to the potlach I had called at several villages and was able to say that this was
not the case, but that the old and destitute had been, in every band, left at home to
starve, having neither foed nor fuel left them ; and being able to give the names of
old people left in this condition, T had quite the best of the argument; and I after-
wards learned that my word had done considerable good, by causing many to think
of the “ potlaches ” in a way they had never done before ; but the influence of the old
men is very great, and although they cannot help seeing the rapid decrease of their
tribes, they will not take the trouble or do not wish to look for the cause.

Several gangs of Indians are engaged in lumbering for the different saw-mills,
others take contracts on the public roads, or to clear lands for white settlers, so that
although the Fraser River canneries are not employing much labor this year, the
Indians will actually derive a benefit from the circumstance, as they will be compelled
to seek employment nearer home, and thus be better able to look after the crops on
their reserves, which wiil, in the end, pay them better than constant wandering from
place to place does.

Tbe clearing done by the Dominion Government last year on the Cowichan River
has'very much improved the reserve, by preventing, in a great measure, the waste o
land which was constantly going on. .

: Location tickets have been issued to twenty-three of the more advanced
Indians on this reserve, and many more are now anxious to secure them, _

At my last visit to the fishing stations on Saturns and Pender Islands, I found
them entirely deserted, owing to the fact that a party of some fourteen (owichan
Indians are holding a reign of terror in the vicinity. Several of them are charged
with murder, others with breaking gaol and other serious offences. They are
residing on the United States islands in the neighborhood, and being well armed
with repeating rifles, have more than once attempted the lives of other Indians
who are witnesses against them, and they are a constant source of uneasiness to the-
sheep farmers on these islands,

I regret very much to have to report that at the present time there are no-
successful Indian schools carried on in the whole of this Agency. Efforts are
occasionally made by the clergy of the different denominations to educate the native-
children, but with little or no success, and there is little hope of much improvement
in this respeot, till the parents see the advantages of education and compel their
children to attend the schools. This state of things is very much to be regretted for
unless the children are educated, they will naturally receive the superstitiovs teach-
ing :lf the old people, and these superstitions are & continual cause of the decrease of

ation,
Pop The Soughees Band, at Victoria Lave elected a council to take the authority out
of the hands of the old chief, who has always been a strong supporter of all old cas-
toms. These men now apg)ly for a school on their reserve, and say they will compel
the attendance of the children.

During the year many convictions have been made under the liquor clauses of
the Indian Act, and with your approval, the moiety of the fines received by me have
been expended in the relief of the destitute and aged, and in the purchase of tools,
&c., for the different bands,

No murders of white men have taken place within the last three years, and_in
the whole Agency the Indians have been remarkably peaceful. With the exception of
offences committed under the inflaence of liquor, no serious crimes have been com-
mitted, but there are constantly a very large number of disputes about land and
property of all kinds, and the Indian office is often crowded for days together while
settling troubles of this kind.}
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Last summer the land owned by Mr. Munroe, which has so long been occupied
by Indians, who refused to move, was sold to a Mr. Robinson, and I am happy to say
that after considerable difficulty I have been able to induce the Indians to give him
peaceful possession of the same, :

More of the lands on these reserves are being fenced and brought under cultiva-
tion every year; but although the seed is often obtained with great difficulty in the
spring, and a good deal of lsbor expended in putting it in the ground, at harvest
time it is often neglected (the owners being awsy at the canneries or hop-fields) and
much grain is lost every year in this way, few being able to resist an offer of high
wages, no matter at what future loss to their families.

In the northern portion of the Agency agriculture gives place to hunting and
the manufacture of fith oil, and as dog-fish are very plentiful, the Indians make a
very lucrative business of it. .

On my recent visit I found some of the Comox Band at Qualicum and others
near Hornby Island, so I delayed my visit to their village till later in the year, when
they will all have returned for the fall salmon fishing.

- The law prohibiting the ‘ potlach” is very much opposed by mauvy men in all
the tribes, but I am happy to be able to say that there are, in nearly all, some who
see the folly of these customs, and though at present afraid to speak out before the
old men, are prepared to support the law when it is likely to be enforced.

The fact that, though I am allotting lands to each family, only such as give up
the ruinous customs of the ¢ potlach ” and “ tomanoes "’ dances are recommended for
location tickets, is having a very good effect.

Several of the chiefs have still to hold their final ¢ potlach,” that the members
of their bands may have an opportonity of receiving and ‘Paying back blankets and
other properties which have been formerly lent. Some of the more enlightened of
the chiefs have long agreed that these should be the last ‘ potlaches” which they
would attend, but I suppose that as they are soon to be prohibited by law, nearly all
the bands will be obliged to hold similar gatherings during the year.

For the valuable assistance given me and the untiring efforts to improve the
Cowichan Indians, I am greatly indebted to the Rev. Fathers Rondeaun and Y)onckele,
whose charitable works, though often ill rewarded, have been continued for years,

On Kuper Island,the Rev. Mr. Roberts and Mrs. Roberts are doing their best for
the improvement of the natives; weekly services are held, and when the Indians are
at home, Mrs. Roberts has a school for girls. '

Fortunately there has been no serious epidemic during the year. A large pro-
portion of the deaths of both adults and children is owing to neglect and improper
treatment. Some parents, while grudging to purchase any nourishing food for the
sick, will, at their death, throw away much valuable property.

I bhave the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. H. LOMAS,
Indian Agent.

WesT CoasT AGENCY,
UcrueLeT, B.C., 1st October, 1884.
The Right Honorable .

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit my Report for the current year, and to enclose

a list of Government property in my fossesmon.

As I proposed in my last report, I went to Clasquaht in November and spent

ten weeks with that tribe, during which time I also visited the Kelseemahts and

Ahbousahts, and went to Hesqueaht to distribute the $200 awarded to that tribe by

the U. 8. Government. On my return, after spending some days with the Eulhuil-
3—T%
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hahts and Gseshahts, I went to Victoria and made arrangements for tuilding the
agent’s residence at Ucluelet. I was busy at Ucluelet from April till the end of
July, when the house was finished. Although I worked myself as much as other
duties would allow, owing to the high rate ot labor and material and cost of trans-

from Vioctoria, the expenses were $250 more than the estimate, without allow-
ang anything for fencing and out-buildings.

I have since visited all the tribes along the coast. The Indians are well off this
year a8, although fars are still low in price, there has been an unusually large catch
of fur reals,

There is a small increase in the population for the past year.

At Kyukhta, the Rev. Father Nicolaye has had trouble with the Indians. He,
a8 & punishment, shut up two pupils for non-attendance at school, and gome sixty of
the tribe made forcible entry into his house, and three of them held him while others

_released the boys. When I reached Kyukaht, the riugleaders were away, with many
others of the tribe, to the American side,—they, and their families, at this season of
‘the year, making good wages by hop picking. It is very up-hill work trying to get
the children to attend school, as the parents are indifferent, and are away wi%h them
at other stations for monthg during tge year.

\ The Kyukahts are the largest and one of the most industrious tribes on the
coast. They are giving up the old style of rancherie, and are now building frame
_houses, with shake roofs of cedar.

At Nootka Island I found the Rev. Father Brabant, of Heshquiaht, instructing
the Indians. I appointed three policemen there, who, with the chief, Moquina,
promised to stop gambling and other evils in the Moodchaht Tribe.

At Heshquiaht, Indian doctoring is a thing of the past, and the good effect is
seen in the decrease of mortality among the children.

At Ahhoucaht I found some bottles of liguor had been brought from town; but
the watochwen, through superstition, in fact, fear of witchcraft, would not aigprehend \
the offenders. only interfering so far as to stop trouble or fighting. Now I am
stationed at Ucluelet, I shall have a better opportunity of stou{)ping this traffic, by
searchgng canoes on the way up from Victoria, as it is a general stopping place for
all tribes.

. At Claoquaht, the chief, who last year set a bad example to his tribe, with regard
to drink, and promised me last winter to give it up, has kept sober,and I have heard
of no drunkennees in the village this summer. The police still have trouble in
_trying to stop gambling with cards. :
: In Barclay Sound I have only heard of one liquor case,—two bottles brought
from town at sealing time by an east coast Indian, who was fined (in my absence)
‘by the Indian police.

At Atinat, I am glad to say the policemen report that the liquor traffic is almost
entirely stopped. - .

At Alberni, I spent two days on the Opitchesaht Reserve, in making out allot-
wments of land. These Indians were thankful for the ploughing done for them last
spring, having several acres of fine potatoes and tarnips, and are very anxious to
have a fyoke of oxen and plough of their own. They will have about twenty-five
acres of land fenced this fall. This tribe make little money outside; some of them,
residing on the reserve all the year round, take interest in cultivating the ground,
and can get a ready sale from other tribes for all they raise.

The seeds distributed last spring have been made good use of, although, except
at Alberni, there is no land suita%le for farming. At U%luelet the Indians iave some
fine turnips, but necessarily in small patches, where the ground permits.

By permission of the Superintendent, I spent $60 in clearing a village site for the
Tseshahts, who were much dissatisfied at not being able to get a reserve near the
mouth of the river at Alberni. They are still on the Mill Company’s land, but have
promised to move thie fall. Two of the young men in the tribe haye taken allot-
‘ments on their reserve up the river, ’
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I have explained to the tribes the wishes of the Department and proclamation
issucd to stop the ¢ potlach.” They reply: “It is very hard to try and stop us;
the white man gives feasts to his friends and goes to theatres; we have only cur
“potlachs” and dances for amusement ; we work for our money and like to spend it an
we please, in gathering our friends together and giving them food to eat, and when
we give blankets or money, we dance and sing and all are good friends together ; now
whenever we travel we find friends; the “potlach ” does that.” There are no doubt
evils unavoidably connected with the gathering of large bodies of Indians tcgether,
but while they are perfectly satisfied with their present way of living (I speak of
those tribes I have to do with), it is very hard to make them understand the advan-
tage of giviog the “ potlach” up, or the justice of making them do so, and the Indians
on the West Coast do not make a practice of prostituting their wives and daughters,
nor is the * potlach ” made an oceasion of drunkenness.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

HARRY GUILLOD,
Indian Agent.

KwaAwkEwWLTH AGENCY,
ALERT Bay, B.C,, 4th June, 1884,
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sie,—I have the honor to submit the Annual Report and tabular statement for
the year ended 30th June, 1884.

It is with regret that I have to bring to your notice the great mortality which
has taken place during the year, the majority of those carried off being men of
advanced years, nearly all of whom succumbed to lung diseases and inflammation of
the intestinal organs, brought about by continued exposure, want of comfort and
want of nourishing food.

But few children are on the death list, and there are now in the entire Agency
nearly 300 fine looking children of school age, showing signs of good health, all of
whom would, if allowed by their parents, eagerly accept the proffered hand, particu-
larly in the matter of education.

It is worthy of note that the only two tribes who are steedily on the increase are
those living at the Oolachan fishery, on Knight Inlet, where they have an unlimited
quantity of good food, particularly the famed Oolachan grease.

The children in there two tribes far surpass all others in physique, 8nd especi-
ally in intelligence; and on a late visit to this place, the whole of them flocked to
the school, and during their stay were earnest in their studies and regular in their
attendance.

The great mortality can, in a great messure, be traced to the neglect of the
bulk of the Irdians to procure their accustomed annual supply of Oolachan grease.
They have, with the exception of the two tribes referred to, entirely abandoned the

reparsation of this life-giving food. It has been proved, over ard over again, that the
ifo of many invalids bas been prolonged by its free use among civilized, as well as
uncivilized, people.

The Lirths 1n several of the larger tribes have been but few, in somencue at all,
and this is to be accounted for by the absence of girls of a marriageable age. Of
this class there i8 pot even one, at this moment, among the Beaver Harbor tribes.

The demand for labor at the south still continues to draw the majority of the

atives from their homes during the greater part of the year, where they earn good

ages, particularly on the Sound ; but, unfortunately, the saloons there being open

them, and no prohibition sgainst open gambling, but few of them return with
geir hard-earned gains.
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A recent visit to the Laich-kivil-tach country enabled me to gather much
valuable information regarding the natives, who are in every way superior to the
other branches of the Kwawkewlih family,

They are now anxious to have a school opened at Cape Mudge Village, where
there are a number of healthy, interesting children; and these Indians, unlike the
Nimkeesh and others, are unanimous in their desire for the education and general -
improvement of the yonug. ,

I have addressed the Rev. Mr. Hall, of this place, on the subject, giving him full
statistics, and strongly urging the importance of bringing my suggestions to the
notioce of the C. B, Mirsion Society in England, where My, Hall now is on a visit. A
copy of this communication has been forwarded to the Indian Superintendent.

The Laich-kivil-tachs still devote much of their time to hunting and trapping,
and I found, in the numerous camps visited, a large number of beaver, bear and land
otter skins.

' Hitherto they have been great wanderers, but they now promise to remain more
at home, should their request for a school be conceded.

The. total disappearance of the vea otter from the seaboard of the northern part
of the Island and Queen Charlotte Sound has reduced the fur returns considerably,
and proved a great loss to the natives in that portion of the agency. ,

ith the exception of the Nouvetees at the north, who, as hunters, are as ener-

tic as the Laich-kivil-tachs at the south, there are but few who care to make a

ivelihood by the chase; even their sulmon fisheries are, to some extent, abandoned,

the natives preferring the white man’s food, of which they purchase large quantities;

bat, unfortunately, it is squandered in the most reckless manner at their winter
feasts.

The check given to the whisky trade in January, 1883, still acts beueficially,
and I have only heuard of a few trifling transgressions of the liquor law since I had
the honar to forward my last annual report.

The Kwawkewliths evinoe no desire for improvement; they see plainly that
innovations will destroy their old, much prized domestic institutions, andp hence they
cling to them with more pertinacity than ever. .

All that I can c]aim 18, that I have prevented the imtroduction of spiritnons
liguors, to & great extent,and preserved the peace. But for my presence during the

st winter, blood, no doubt, would have beea shed on more ocoasions than onp, ia
{EQ heat of the excitement engendered by the contest for supremacy and precedence
at their feasts. Yet, with all their failings, they are usually very orderly and amen-
abls to authority.

No doubt a steady decline in their number will, for a time, contiaue, until the
damsels of now tender yeaxrs come to the front to take the places of their frail sisters
of the past, who have perished so miserably in Victoria and elsewhere.

Seversl interviews have been had with the young men of the Beaver Harbor
and Alert Bay tribes, with a view of inducing them to build neat cottages, and aban-
d' n their old customs.

They have had reasonable offers of help in material, and my personal aid in the
matter of construction, but they stand in dread of the old usurers of their respective
tribes—they fear some evil at their hands, which they are powerless to describe—
‘and it is only too evident, that while they submit to such a state of thraldom, therois
no hope of amelioration.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

GEORGE BLENKENSOP,
Indian Agent.
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Lower Fraskr AGENcY,
NeEw WesTyINsTER, B.C,, 15th August, 1884,

The Ri%ht Honorable
he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to submit the following Annual Report and tabular statee
ment in connection with the Indians of this Agency, for the year ended 30th June,
1884 also, a list of Government property in my charge, on the same date.

Since my last annual report, my agency has been extended on the Harrison
River, so far as to include Pemberton Meadows. I visited the different villages in
this new district, in June last. The Indians at each village gave me a hearty wel-
come; they were glad to have an agent appointed to look after them. I found that
they are not as comtortably situated as the generality of Indians are ip other parts
of this agency. Their houses, which are chiefly made of sawed and split cedar
boards, are not, by any means, well or neatly built. 'Their land, from Douglas
Lake to Pemberton Meadows, is of a very inferior quality. They have a few small
Batches of potatoes planted on each reserve. These Indians inform me that Mr,

"Reilly, Indian Reserve Commissioner, had given them all permission to plant as
many potatoes as they wanted at Pemberton Meadows. Although the distance is
groat, and the communication difficult, they have taken advantage of the privilege
and planted several acres. This land at Pemberton is of such excellent quahty that,
with very little labor, the Indians raise abundance of potatoes and other vegetables,
also large quantities of hay. They havo large numbers of cattle and horses. Com-
munication with any market place is very difficult, therefore they cannot dispose of
their stock or produce to any advantage. They have no means of getting any
money, except what they rezeive for fars they get during the winter. They kill
their surplus cattle, use & portion themselves, and divide the remainder among their
friends. At each village they have a church, and are very much attached to th.ir
religion, which is exclusively Roman Catholic. His Lordship, Bishop Darian, and
one of his clergy, pays them quarterly visits. Among the different bands in this
district I find that there are twelve persons entirely blind. Blindness is rare among
Indians in any other part of this agency. Upon investigation I find that they have
increased in population within the fast z)ur years, This present year a Eea.rs to be
a remarkably sickly one for the Harrison River District Indians. ere are at

resent nine of them in this city, who came down to procure medical treatment.
They are good and moral Indians; their sickness is no fault of their own. The
Indians all along the Fraser River, from Yale to New Westminster, have more land
under caltivation this year than they ever had before. They have broken several
acres of new land; they have made considerable progress in building new houses,
and repairing old ones. In Chilliwhack District they have done some very usefal
road and bridge making on their reserves. They are at present engaged dyking &
grass reserve of 160 acres, set apart as a common for the different bands of that
district, by the late Indian Reserve Commissioner, Mr. Sproat.

I visited the place on the 1st of this month, and staked the dyke lines for them,
and settled other matters between them and white men who own the adjoining
lands to this grass reserve. When well dyked, it will be exccllent hay land.

A number of American citizens came across the boundary line to Sumas early
lust spring, and took an Indian boy, fifteen years old, belonging to the Sumas Band,
from his house and lynched him, and left his body hanging to a tree, almost in sight
of the Indian village. This outrage, committed by white men, on what the Indians
considered an innucent boy, enraged them dreadfully. They assembled in large
numbers at Chilliwhack with muskets, pistols and ammunition, determined to cross
over to the American side and to shoot or hang the first white men they met. I was
informed of their intention by the Indian constable at Chilliwhack, and two of the
chiefs sent their sons to inform me. I arrived at the moeting place on the 7:h of
March. Some of the most determined men among them werc much disappointed
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when I entered their meeting, and raid: ‘ You have come now, not to help us, but to
prevent us from doing what we have a peH'ect right to do, that is, to hang and kilk
sixty-five Americans” (that was the number of men who came to lynch the boy
Louis). I was fortunate enough to be able to dissnade them from their wild inten-
tion, for had they ciossed the line, not one-half of them would have returned alive,
as there are in that part of Washington Territory a most desperate lot of men, who
would not wish for better sport than shooting down Indians. I sent them all home
about balf satisfied. I met some of their chiefs on the 18th of the same month, and
in the meantime I received a letter from the Superintendent, Col. Powell, to be read:
to them. Highteen chiefs and forty-seven Indians attended this meeting. When T
read the Superintendent’s letter of sympathy and counsel to them, they expressed
themselves well pleased, and said they always knew him to be their very good
friend. They also said they were now most glad that I prevented them from going-
to revenge the lynching of the boy Lonis.

The Indian liquor traffic is quite difficalt to suppress, especially at Yale, Burrard
Inlet saw-mills an3 New Westminster, and it wilF continue to be so as long as half-
breeds can lawfully enter saloons, buy and carry away any quantity of liquor. They
are the daily associates of the Indians, and in many cases their near relatives. The-
Indians seldom arrest or inform against them. The Chinese have lately redoubled
their efforts to sell Chinese liquors to the Indians. In consequence of the lesson
taught<them last year, by the destruction of large quantities of their liquors, they
do not attempt to take any more on the reserves, They confine themselves now to-
what they can sell to drunken Indians who live in the towns, and what they peddle
up and down the river to northern Indians who are working at the fisheries. Last
week three Indian constables arrested a Chinaman in the act of selling a bottle of
liquor to an Indian in this city. They were set upon by a large number of China--
men, who rescued the prisoner, and beat the constables unmercifully with sticks and
stones. Before assistance could arrive, the Chinamen escaped to their houses, and, as.
usual in such cases, the Indians were unable to identify any of them.

I am hdppy to be able to report that there is a very marked increase in the-
Indian population of Burrard Inlet Mission, Sechelt, Sliammon and Clahoose. They
have large numbers of young children at each of these places. At the Mission they
have fifty-two nice and well built cottages, in regular rows, with good, wide streets.
They have a splendid new church, which was dedicated on the 20th June last. It
cost them—exclusive of their own labor—$3,5600. It is considered the best finished -
charch in the Province. On the day of the dedication, there were about 1,000
Indians present, men, women and children, all cleanly and well dressed. They were-
much admired and praised by the large number of white people who attended the dedi-
cation on that day. They have very excellent regulations, strictly carried out, on
the place. They will not allow any intomperate person to live there, nor any
heathenish practices to be carried on, nor will any person who is found guilt{‘ of
immoral conduct be allowed to live at the Miesion for any length of time. The
women are obliged to keep the grounds about their houses clean and free from
decayed fish and other filth. They bave also to wash the floors of their *houses on
Friday of each week. The men are almost constantly employed at the saw-mills,
where they receive good wages,

The Indians from all parts of this agency complain very much this spring and
summer of how they are undermined in the labor market by Chinamen, especiaily
in all kinds of light work, where the Indian women and their boys and girls used to
be eu: ployed. Although many of them have came long distances this season to the
fish canuaries, very few of them got employment, as their places had been taken by
Chinamen, in cleaning and canning the fish; they hre also doing all the washing and
ironing in private families, what Indian women used to do heretofore. The poor Indian
women and old men, and their boys and girls, used to make considerable money
every summer picking berries und relling them to white poople. This summer
large numbers of Chinamen went into that business too, and almost completely ruined
the Indians. The feeling entertained towards the Chinese by the Indians at present.



[rART I] 105

is not at all good, for the above reasons. Day by day they come to find that the
large influx of Chinese into this country is a great misfortune to Indians, both mor-
ally and financially. )

I have received a certified ooli»y of a report of a committee of the Honorable the
Privy Council, approved by His Excellency the Governor General in Council, the Tth
of July, 1883, in reference to the custom of “potlachs” among some of the Indian
tribes of British Columbia.

I have read and explained the contents of the document to the varions bands
within my agency. It was received well by all, except the chief at Seymour Creek,.
Burrard Inlet. He felt much displeased with it, and stated that he intends having a
grand ‘ potlach” in the month of September, 1885. .

The Indians of this agency are happy and contented, although there is a good
deal of sickness among them.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

P. McTIERNAN,
Indian Agent.

No report has yet been received from Agent McKay, for the Agency comprising:
Kamloops and Okanagan.

WiLLlaM's LAKE AGENcy,
LirrLe Do Creek, B.C., 25th August, 1884.

The Right Honorable
he Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—1I have the honor to submit herewith my first Annual Report of Indian
affairs in this Agency.

For explanation of the frequemt mention of the insufficiency of agricultaral
land in the various reserves, it is necessary to bear in mind that in this part of the
Province of British Columbia—north of the Cascades—no farm produce can be
raised without irrigation.  The quantity of water available for that purpose deter-
mines the quantity of agricultural land, and, consequently, land, however good
without water, is not agricultural.

‘Without remembering this fact, it would be impossible to reconcile the follow-
ing frequent mention of the scarcity of farming land in the various reserves, with
the survey maps of those same reserves, which show tracts of land which, in eoxtent,
wolt;;d otherwise be more than sufficient for all the requirements of the various
tribes.

Williams' Lake Reserve.

I visited this reserve on the 3rd November, remaining until the 13th. The
tribe numbers one hundred and forty-four souls. They were busily employed
building their new village, the situation of which has been well chosen, being about
the centre of the farming lands of the reserve, and near to wood and water.

The chief, Williams, with his family, resides in the houses occupied formerly b;
Mr. Bates, over a mile from the present village ; and being unwilling to abandon suc
comfortable quarters, or to remove them to the village, I appointed, at the request of
the tribe, a second chief—Temahascut—who resides amongst them.

The tribe complained that Williams, the chief, had taken, for the use of him.self
and family, nearly one-fifth part of the agricultural porticn of the reserve. This I
found to be the case; and, on enquiry, was informed by Williams that Mr. O’'Reilly
had given this part of the land to him, personally. Mr. O'Reilly, of course, never
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did anything of the kind ; and I hope that it was a misunderstauding on the part of
Williams. % shall have to make a fresh sub-division of the land before next spring.
Besides a secoud chief, I also appointed constables, giving them instructions as to their
duties in preservicg order in the village. This village has been at the mercy of a
number of persons, who were in the habit of prowling around at night with liquor,
for purposes needless to mention. The addition to section 90, Indian Act of 1884—
which I have circulated in the agency —will greatly check all such doings in tuture.

I have had the first case to try, of supplying liquor to Indians, resulting in con-
viction and four months’ imprisonment,

I visited this tribe a second time, 19th December, remaining five days; and
again the 8th Decemiber, remaining uutil 8th January.

On this last visit I was accompanied by the Government constable, having to try
. seven whiskey cases. Of these, four resulted in acquittal and three in conviction,with
- & penalty of 50 and costs in each case. I have found no difficulty in obtaining infor-
mations against whiskey givers, nor in obtaining proof by the Indians themselves
who had been supplied. Only one reserve is an exception to this rule, namely,

Here, as in almost everﬁ reserve in my agency, & general wish was expressed
that Indians, who were legally married by the priests, should be compelled, by force,
if necessary, to live with their wives, and wives with their husbands; and that severe
punishment should be inflicted on those who disobey this law. Insome reserves, par-
ticularly in this one, there are Indians who have deserted their wives, and are living
with other women, and vice versa, married Indian women with other men. The
-chiefs all agree that this evil can only be'checked by the ‘'most severe punishment,
-and are nrost anxfous that I should mention the subject for your consideration.

From drunkenness and conjugal infidelity, to disease and misery, is but a step—
_yet, a certain one—and this tribe is not an exception to the rule. Consumption in
all ite stages, bleeding at the lungs, chronic rheumatism and scrofulous affections,
have each its victim in almost every family. A large amount of medicine has, con- .
.sequently, been required for this reserve. -

The farming land consists of about ninety acres, and the number of Indians—
men, women and children——one hundred and]forty-four. And this is far over an
.a;rert_tge of the quantity of the agricultural land belonging to the other reserves in
this agency. -

! hereygs, however, a large extent of hay meadow, producing more hay than the
tribe require. The surplus is sold by them, thus helping to supply money for
necessaries. Some of the tribe still eng:;ge in trapping during the fall and spring
beglzver season, and those who are lucky—for there is as much luck in trapping as in

gold mining—are thus enabled to add considerably to their means of support.

Soda Creek Reserve.

I arrived here 14th November, remaining until the 19th. The tribe numbers
seventy-nine. The chief, Cumusells, is one of the few remaining ‘“old time’’ chiefs
—fearvd and obeyed by his tribe, and a mortal enemy to all drunkenness and immor-
ality of any kind. Before he became too old, he used, sometimes, to execute his sen-
tences with his own hand.

This village, like Williams’ Lake, has often been at the mercy of unprincipled
whites, prowling about after night with whiskey; and the chief was eloquent in hig

-expressions of delight at the stop put to such proceedings at the latter reserve. =~

The fact is, that so many of the few cases of liquor supplying to Indians which

have been tried, have resumlted in acquittals, that the Indians had come to the con-
-clusion that the law against such acts was a farce, ‘

At the request of Camusells—on account of his age—a second chief, Jim Trap,

‘was chosen to assist him. Constables were also appointed and a police system
-organized for sccuring law and order in the village.
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The chief expressed his gratitude for the Deep Creek Ranch, which has been given
to the tribe, but called my attention to the fact that, although of value for hay, yet
it is totally unfit for agriculture. :

This is troe; the former owner, Mr. Bates, having for years tried to raise crops
-of oattai and barley there, but owing to summer frosts, having invariably failed to
succeed. :

I curefully examined the agricultural land of the reserve, and it does not exceod
twenty acres. About twenty acres more of stony hillside has been fenced, and was
cultivated for many years, but, after two crops, the land became too poor to yield
much over the seed sown, and consequently it has not lately been farmed. The por-
tion now cultivated has been cropped yearly for at least fifteen years. It is not,
therefore, surprising that the crops now raised thereon are by no means abundant.

Of all the tribes in this agency, north of the Fountain, this one is the most
industrious and cleanly, The houses are well built, and extremely neat and clean
dinside. All have stoves and plank floors, and almost every house has its stable, and
many have a storehouse in which to keep provisions, tools, &¢. During my visits
ev:(g one seemed to be occupied, building, making sleighs, or hauling hay and fire-
wood.

Were this tribe supplied with land to cultivate, it is evident that, from their
Jabits of industry, they would maintain themselves in comfort.

Some of the tribe trap in the spring and fall, but the trapping grounds are dis-
tant and the fur-bearing animals are getting very scarce. There i8 also much uncer-
tainty in the profits of trapping. Irsaw an Indian, considered a first-rate trapper;
‘e did not bring home a single skin. Another, who made his first attempt last year,
made the best catch of any of his tribe, viz, forty beaver skins. It will be seen,
‘therefore, that trapping is no longer a certain means of a living to Indiaps in this
agency, for these ‘remarks apply to all the other reserves. In the fall, a temporary
sustenance can be obtained Ky killing deer, but these are now so scarce that not
venou¥b can be killed to obtain a supply for the winter months.

he question, then, naturallv arises: How do these Indians live during the
winter ? The answer is: They live by the kind and truly charitable liberality of
some white merchants, who, in cases of actual want and destitution, which are many,
make advances of provisions and necessaries of life, which they are aware the
Tecipients will never be able to repay.

Were it not for such men, many cases of death from actual starvation would have
-ocourred during past winters in more than ove Indian village. Two merchants of
my acquaintance have each over 82,000 of such debts on their books. All such cases
‘ot want I have thought it my duty to relieve during the cold weather of last winter,
and trust that my doing 8o will meet your approval.

There i3 much sickness on this reserve,—consumption, bleeding at the lungs,
and chronic rheumatism, Mr. P. C. Dunlevy, of Soda Creek, has hitherto supplied
much medicine to this tribe, withoat receiving ang remuneration ; and having
-considerable practical medical knowledge, has been able to alleviate much suffering.
I found here, as in many reserves, some cases of old and totally destitute persons,
who had no children nor near relations on whom to depend for support.

I visited this reserve again on my return from Quesnell, remaining ei%ht days,
-and found the system of discipline, established at my first visit, working well.

Quesnell Reserve.

I arrived here on 2lst November, remaining until 3rd December. The ex-
teremely cold spell of a week’s duration detained me that much longer here than
‘would otherwise have been necessary.

The tribe numbers sixty-two. The chief, Joseph, is very old, but still full of
<euergy, and is a thorough hater of whiskey, and of any one who indulges in it. He
used to be terribly severe upon any of his tribte whom he found drinking liquor; but
for some ,years, a3 he told me, having no one willing to assist him in punishing
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drinkers, and being too old to take the Jaw into his own hands, he had lost courage
to combat the evil. He was much delighted to find that he had now a powerful
helper to back him in punishing liquor-givers, and I think that he will not, in future,
fail to be helped by his men in detecting and bringing to punishment all such,

The town is situated three miles from the reserve, and any Indian seen drunk
there is immediately taken to the lock-up by the vigilant Govornment agent and
eonstable, Mr, St. Laurent, and there introdflced to a dark cell, the sight of Which
soon helps to quicken the inebriate’s memory regarding the person who sapplied
him with liquor. -

The law requiring two J. P.’s to try an Indian whiskey-giver, is the great loop--
hole through which such offenders escape. In this part of British Columbia Justices
live far apart —fifty miles, as an average. There is no law to compel a Justice to-
attend the summons of another J. P. Nor is it sometimes possible for him to-
leave his home at a day’s notice. And in all cases the delay is such, that the offender-
generally hears of the information having been laid, and has ample time to * move
off”’ to a distance until the matter has “ blown over.” Even here, at Quesnell, there
is only one J. P.. and to form a court for the trial of such offenders, a secoud J. P. has.
to come from Williams’ Creek, a distance of over sixty miles. The expense is, of
course, great to the Government.

I found some sickness in this {ribe, and many cases of old and destitate persons..
tlEl[litherto, all such have been maintained by the charity of some of the inhabitants of

e town. .

This reserve 1s liberally supplied with good land, requiring. only the clearing-
away of light bush to obtain as much as the tribe requires. Hitherto, nothing has.
been raised here, not even potatoes; the reason being, the want of necessary tools..
Suach have now been supplied by the kindness of Col. Powell, Indian Superintendent,
and I hope that my next report will show a good beginning in agriculture. The-
young men find employment during the summer in boating, and at good wages, and.
the rest still adhere to their old occupation of hunting and trapping. It will be long-
before this tribe takes to agriculturs, beyond raising potatoes and root crops on a
small scale. The climate is not adapted to wheat, neither is there a grist mill near,
and the demand for hardy crops, such as barley and oats, is more than supplied by
the numerous farms in the vicinity,

The value of the furs brought yearly to Quesnell from the north is estimated at.
$100,000 ; 80 per cent. of that amount is paid to the Indisns in goods which have
paid an average of 20 per cent. of duly, the balance being paid in flour and other
ﬁreovincial productions. None of this trade would exist were it not for the Indians.

ducir g this to figures, shows $16,000 of duty paid into the Dominion Treasury by
the labor of those Indians alone, whose furs are brought to this place. The a{ovo
figures were given to me by the gentlemen at Quesnell who are engaged in the fur
trade, and show that the often heard of complaint, that the Indians of British Columbia
do not contribute anything towards the Dominioa revenue, isby no means correct,

Alexandria Reserve.

I arrived here 5th December, remaining until the 9th. The tribe numbors sixty-
ore. Part of the reserve is on the east and part on the west side of Fraser River..
There is some good land on the western side, but no water, nor means of obtaining
any. Here, however, thore are some seasons when there is sufficient rain to raise a
partial crop, where the soil is not too light. In fact, the farmers around depend
altogether on the rain, none having water for irrigation. Although, therefbre, this

lace is a partial exception to the general rule requiring irrigation, still such farming:
18 by no means remunerative, taking one season with another.

About one half of the tribe live on the west side of the reserve. These are all
partly Chilcotins, being the descendents of men of that tribe who had married Alex-
andria women, On the east side no crop has ever beer put in, as, from the sandy
natore of the soil, no season, however rainy, would afford moisture enough to pre-
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vent orops being barnt up. A ditch of about five miles was surveyed by Capt.
Jemmett, by which water could be brought on to this part of the reserve. There
being a foot of snow on the ground, I was not able to follow the pegs of the
survey, which I much wished to do, in order to estimate the amoant of labor
necesssary to complete the work. The chief, Sam, seems to feel certain that he
could, with eight of his men, finish the ditch in one summer, provided that provisions
were supplied to those working, and their families, during that time. This chief is a
young aud very intelligent maun, but unfortunately he is & confirmed drunkard, and,
as.a natural consequence, nearly all the tribe follow his example. There is only one
respectable Indian on this eastern side, Long Baptiste, who used to be interpreter
in olden times for Sir M. B. Begbie. The poor old man is, however, nearly blind,
and although he does what he can, by advising Sam and the rest, he has noinfluence
-over them. On the west side of the river there is an Indian, Dominic, a sober and
industrious man, to whom I gave charge of the Indians living there. He declined,
‘however, to have anything to say to those on the eastern side, his reason being, that
a8 he is half Chilcotin he could never have any influence over the pure blooded
Alexandrians. On the western side the houses are well built and clean, showing to
great advantage, compared to those on the eastern side. Poverty is, however, to be
-seen, in the total absence of any provisions or bedding, except skins. On the eastern
side, sickness, poverty and destitution is witnessed in every habitation, for the shanties
they inhabit cannot be called houses. The cause of all this is whiskey, to obtain
which, they will sell everything they possess. Unfortunately the sources of supply
.are almost on the reserve, there being two licensed whiskey houses, each one about
a mile distant (one north and the other south) from the village. I copy from my
note book the exact words of the chief, Sam, regarding the evils resulting to histribe
from the proximity of these two houses to the reserve: ¢ You musthave heard that
I am a drunkard ; it is true. I promised to Mr. O’'Reilly that I would drink no more,
‘but I have not ke&t my word. You know that even whito men promised to give up
«drink, but break their word and take again to drinkini. You cannot expect an
Indian to be stronger than a white man in resisting drink. I now promise you that I
will drink no more. I intend to keep my word, and, were I not tempted, I could do
80, But I fear I cannot. Temptation is at our door. You see a whiskey house on
each side of our village. It isonly a short walk to either. So long as these houses
.gell liquor, so long will I and my tribe continue to drink; for we can get all the
whiskey we want as long as whiskey is there. Whiskey has killed most of our tribe ;
it will soon kill what few of us remain. You see how poor we are; whiskey is the
-cause. We are too accustomed to it to resist the tem&mtion which is at our doors.
I pray yénu, in the name of my people, to write to our Mother, the Queen, and say that
we, her poor children at Alexandria, beg that she will not allow these two houses to
sell any more whiskey. Then only shall we be able t» become industrious and good
[ndians like other triies."

I am told that Sam’s fears have proved true, and that since my visit his promises
-and resolutions of sobriety have often been broken.

Alkali Lake Reserve.

This tribe numbers one hundred aud seventy-nine, under Philip their, chief, and
August, second chief. The land cultivated by them is small for their numbers, con-
taining only about ninety acres. A large body of good land was allotted to this tribe
by Mr. O'Reilly, and a line of ditch has been surveyed by Capt. Jemmett, for coaveying
‘water to it. This water has to be taken from the spring overflow of a luke, and this
must be retained by a dam about fifty-one yards long and four feet high. Dam build-
ing is a trade which few understand, and this the Indians are aware of; and they
are unwilling to dig such a loog ditch, about four miles, until a dam is built by some
competent person, and has proved to be solid by resisting one spring freshet. They
-are most willing to supply the labor. This land is situated on Fraser River, about

_fifteen miles south of the present Indian village, and is now used by the tribe as a
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winter range for their stock. A sum of $500 would, I think, be-sufficient to pay the-
wages of a competent man to undertake this, aod to buy all the tools necessary. The
tribe owns over five hundred horses. They are fairly industrious; and by working a
little with the whites, and hunting during the season, manage to make a living, in
spito of the smallness of their farming land. Drunkenness used to prevail much in
nﬁis tribe, some few years ago, but a drunken Indian is now seldom seen, There is.
no destitution among them, and very little sickness.

Dog Creek Reserve. .

This small tribe is now reduced to three families numbering eleven. Their-
chief, Missou, is a young man, Heis a terror to drunken Indians and white whiskey-
ivers; and as this place is where the licensed liquor houses are situated (three
ouses for six white residents!) his energy in discovering and informing against
offenders has put a stop to the drunkenness which formerly was so prevalent
among the Indians here, at Alkali Lake and at Canoe Creek.
On my arrival I found three informations against whiskey-givers. All these we
convicted and fined respectively $100, $50, and %50 with costs. :
The tribe being so small, their farming land, about thirty aores, affords them a
com paratively better means of subsistence than the neighboring tribes possess.

. . Canoe Creek Reserve.

This tribe numbers one hundred and seventy-eight. The chief, Chistatah, used.
to have great control over his men, but he is now very old and infirm, and his
advice and authority is Jittle regarded by the youug men of the tribe, There is no
one fit to succeed, or even to help him; and he has to depend for assistance on the
Dog Creek chief, At a meeting of the tribe—acting on private information—1I found.
six of the young men carrying concealed weapons in their pockets, viz, small five.
shooters, After confiscating these, I promised the full penalty of the law on any one-
found in future offending in this manner. I consider this the least promising tribe
in my agency, there being some among them who are prevented only by fear of
the law from being troublesome. The agricultural land of this reserve is so small
that it does not average one-half acre to each adult. It is true that some land, with
water available, exists on the reserve; bat it is useless for agriculture, on account of"
the locality beini subject to constant summer frosts,

I attribute the bad conduct of some of this tribe, in a great measure, to idleness,
resulting from not having land to cultivate, and thereby profitably occupying their:
time. They possess over five hundred head of horses.

Clinton Reserve.

This tribe numbers sixty-one. Their chief’s name is John. I have visited-
them several times. From a drunken and disorderly lot, these Indians are now an
example of order and sobriety. This change is due to the exertions of Mr. Soues,.
the Government agent, residing at Clinton. Not only are they sober themselves,
but they gquickly report to Mr. Soues any stray Indian, belonging to another tribe,
whom they find drunk in town or on the veserve. Their agricultural land is situated
eight miles from the village, and I intended to have nemoved the tribe there. I find,
however, that the land is not large enough to afford a living to more than a third of"
the tribe—even after water is brought on to it Tools have been supplied to them
by the Indian Superiniendent, Col. Powell; as also seed barley and potatoes.
From want of water last year, not even & return of the seed was obtained. I
therefore placed the agricultural part of the reserve under the command of a steady,.
industrious Indian, and, for the present, the rest of the tribe will remain in the
village. Another reason for this is, that many of the tribe make a living by working
for the whites in and around the town ; and these, were the village removed eight
miles off, would be either deprived of that means of obtaining a living or else be.
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compelled to remain in town, without the supervision of their chief to keep them in
order. One case of supplying liquor to Indians was tried before me here in March,
and it being a second offence, the culprit was sentonced to five months hard labor.

Pavilion Reserve.

This tribe was visited by me on the 29th February and 1st March, and again on
the 19th and 20th March, They number seventy-one. Their chief’s name is
Timkin. He owns a farm of his own, of about fifty acres, near the villtage, which he
bought from & white man, and has partly paid for. The agricultural Iand on this
reserve is small in extent, and most of it of the poorest quality. On careful enquiry,
I found that twenty-two adults, with fourteen children, have no land. There is,
however, a reserve for this tribe on the other side of Fraser River, which, according
to Mr. O'Reilly’s report, contains a large area of agricultural land. At the time of
my visit, however, it had not been surveyed; and not having any sketch map to
show where it was situated, I did not cross the river to search for it. Should I find
that there is any farming land there, I shall move over some of the tribe to occupy
it. Many of the young men of this tribe are good farm hands, and find employment
in seeding and harvest time with the neighboring settlers. Some of the old pcople
engage in gold mining, but complain that the diggings are so “worked out” that
they can make only from 25 to 75 cents a day. 1 did my best to convince them that
even that amount, with the miner’s constant hopes of “ better luck,” was quite a help
in procuring provisions, and better than digging roots or moping over a camp fire.

Fountain Reserve.

This is the largest tribe in my agency. They number two hundred and thirteen, I
found the chief, Chilhuseltz, confined to his bed with a disease which seems to have-
puzzled the doctors. He was very weak, but complained of no pain, except a burning at
the stomach when eating and drinking. From the time that his illness was made known
to the Department, he was supplied with everything that he wished for. Of this he-
assured me, at the same time expressing his gratitude for so much liberality. The-
character of this most worthy man and excellent chief is too well known to the-
Department to render it necessary for me here to say anything in his praise. It is
sincerely to be regretted that his illness proved—as he anticipated—fatal towards
the end of the winter. A council was held in his house, all the tribe attending,
which lasted until nearly morning. Everything, however, was in such order on the
reserve, that there was very little business to transact. The agricultural land of this.
reserve i3 small for the number of souls it has to sustain not over one acre to each
adult. Many of the tribe, however, work at gold mining during the summer, and
by that means make some little money. Under the rule of such a chief, I need not
say that this tribe is well conducted and industrious, and their houses are clean
and neat. I found a small percentage of sickness and destitution. Nine men of this
tribe own, in company, & farm about three miles from the reserve, which they
bought from a white settler. The farm is a good one, and its former owner made-
money there. The partnership system, however, has not worked satisfactory with
the present owners; consequently, ecarcely any crop was put in last year, and they
wish to have the land divided equally among them.

Lillooet Reserve.

This tribe numbers one hundred and seventeen, under their chief, James, He is.
quitea young man,very intelligent, and most energetic in his endeavors to stop whiskey
drinking in his tribe. He seems to have groat authority among his people, and is un-
tiring in his exertions to promote their good conduct. The houses in the village com-
pare favorably with those of the Fountain Reserve, and in only & few had I to find fault
with want of cleanliness and peatness. This tribe ia very industrious, and as soon
as their crops aro in, ocoupy themselves in gold mining, at which thoy are very
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-expert. Many of them were starting for the new mines on the head waters of
Bridge River, and, to secure their claims, were having them recorded, and were
taking out miners’ licenses, costing each man 87.50. The agricultural land of this
reserve is miserably small, not exceeding one-quarter of an acre to each adult, and
this has been cropped every year, for so long, that it is almost labor lost to eultivate
it, They complained bitterly of their condition in this respect, and begged that I
would represent their wants to the Queen.

They also expressed a strong desire to have a school established for their
-ohildren and those of the neighboring tribes. This is the first request of the kind
that has been made to me. I foundsome oases of total blindness, and some quite
destitute, old people, who were depending on the charity of the tribe for their sap-
port. There were also several cases of the usual complaints—luog disease and
-chronic rheumatism. A whiskey-giver was brought before me for trial, and, on
-conviction, was fined the usaal $50 imposed for the first offence.

‘Bridge River Reserve.

This tribe is located about six miles from Lillooet, and numbers eighty, a
~diminution of twelve since last census, in 1881, The chief (David) is a very youan
man, but seems to command the respect and obedience of his tribe. The land al-
-lotted to this reserve extende on both sides of Bridge River, from its mouth, for a
distance of about thirteen miles; but the agricultural portion is small in extent, and
rocky and poor in quality, consisting of small }‘))atches, stony along the whole
distance. I had not time to inspect all the reserve, but from what cultivated patches
I saw, I have no doubt that the above description of the remainder, given to me by
the chief, is corredt. The village is situated on anything but a good site, being on &
‘bleak hill and far from water,

I spent a day up the river in looking for a better location. None such could,
‘however, be found. The houses here show better workmanship, and are neater in-
side than even those of the Fountain Tribe; and it is to be regretted that a better
-gite had not been selected, on which to expend so much labor.

These Indians are expert gold miners, and in former years used to make
’wn&es a8 such. The diggings, however, in this vicinity, are now worked out, and
“with all their industry, they find it impossible te make more than enough for their
~daily wants, leaving no surplus with which to buy the necessary means of subsistence
during the months of winter, when gold mining cannot be followed. They earnestly
begged that some whiteman’s farm might be bouﬁht for them, as they are aware that
no farming land can be had by uther means, Fully onehalf of the women here are
‘in various stages of consumption, There were also some very old and destitute
Indians, and two cases of total blindness.

)
Cayoosh Reserve

is situated three miles south of Lillooet, and numbers eighty souls, under their
chief, Charley Lush., The farming land here is lamentably small—about ten acres.
Thie is cultivated by seven families, the rest of the tribe, thirty-six in namber, hav-
ing no land. By digging a ditch from Cayoosh Creek, about twenty acres more
of very poor soil could be irrigated; but I do not feel certain that the undertaking
would not be an expensive one—too much so for the benefit to be derived from it. The
‘tribe is by no means as clean and neat, in its houses, as its neighbors of Lillooet.
Like the latter, they follow gold mining in the summer. I found some sick people,
and also some old and destitute. From here I intended to proceed, by way of Seton
and Anderson Lakes, to visit the tribes living on the “ portages,” but was informed
by the Indians that Seton Lake was not navigable on account of ice. I, therefore,
had to postpone my visit to that part of my agency.
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LPashilquee Reserve

is gituated on Fraser River, about five miles south of Cayoosh Reserve. It is
marked as Cayoosh Reserve, No. 2. These Indians, however, have a chief of their
own, and consider themselves a distinct tribe from the Cayooshes. They, in fact,
ook down upon the latter as being, they say, formed of “strays” from™ different
tribes, and whose tribal existence is only of recent date. The tribe is small, num-
bering thirty-six, under their chief, George. They have only lately moved to their

nt location, and were busily engaged building their houses, They have about
ten acres fenced and cultivated, of very poor and stony land; but there is not suffi-
cient water io irrigate one half of even this small farm; consequently, the crops
searcely repay the labor of ploughing or the expense of seed. This tribe is very
poor. There are many old persons who are not capable of working hard at gold
digging, the only resource ot tho tribe; and such are dependent on the charity og the
rest for the means of subsistence.

Cheewack Reserve

is about six miles south on Fraser River, and the last reserve belonging to this
agency, in that direction, This is the smallest tribe in the agency, numbering fif-
teen, and is Protestant, as are all the tribes from here down to Lytton. The chief,
Kisapoloose, alias Coony, is stone blind, and four of the tribe wereseriously ill. They
have about ten acres of good land, all of which they cultivate, and, comparatively,
they are, therefore, better off than the neighboring tribes.

I was here informed that many Indians, from here down to Lytton, had acquired
the pernicious habit of opium smoking, being supplied with the drug and * fixings *
by the Chinamen who are gaming and mining along the river. Having explained
that supplying ogium was punishable the same as supplying liquor, and having
axpreeseg my wish to punish all offenders, the Indian constables started out and met
next day at Pashilquee, with two Indians,who, by their looks, were ovidently confirmed
opium smokers. After much talk by the chief and head men in cuncil, both were,
very reluctantly, induced to lay informations against five Chinamen for supplying
them with opium. The five were tried before me at Lillooet, and, much to their
surpise and disgust, were convicted and fined $50 each and costs. I feel confident
that in my agency “John” will be very careful in future as to whom he supplies
with his “celestial drug.”

High Bar Reserve

is siluated on Fraser River, about forty miles north of Lillooet—the river
dividing it into two parts. The tribe numbers forty. The chief, Flepasent, and his
son Bob, endeavor to instil principles of industry into the young men of tho tribe,
but without success. They were well described by Mr, O’Reilly as a “ thriftless,
poverty-stricken lot,” and the term “lazy” may also be added to their character. Of
the hundreds of acres of good land on this reserve, only about ten are available for
agriculture, on account of the want of water for irrigation. This small patch is close
to the village ard is well cultivated.

Itis a curious fact that none of the tribes along Fraser River, north of the
Pavilion, have ever taken any interest in gold mining, although the diggings have
been as rich north as they were south of that point. iuckily for such a shiftless
lot, deer are very plentiful within a short distance of the village, and conzequently
these Indians can easily procure means of sustaining life. On my return to Alkali
Tske, two whickey cascs were brought before mo, and the usual first-offence fine of
$50 and costs was imposed on each.

My travelling allowance for the year ending 30th June being expended, I was
rxeluctantly compelled to remain inactive until after that date.
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Chilcotin IM—Tmfa Tribe

nnmbers, ninety-six. I found this, as well as the other tribes, anxionsly:xetix Mr.
O'Reilly to mark out their reserves. Large tracts of land have been ed off and
some of them surveyed by whites during this season, and the Indisns are naturally
afraid that all the good spots will be thus taken before the Reserve Commissioner
arrives, leaving no good land for them.. On this account I found them in & very dis~
contented state of mind.

_ Most of the able bodied men were absent, being scattered along the river catch-
© ing, or rather trying to catch, salmon, for the run this year has been 8o small as not
to afford enough to eat for those fishing, leaving, of course, none to dry for winter
supply. There has been also a total failure of the berry crop this year, and the chiefs
expressed their fears that many would be reduced to starvation during the coming
winter. :

I found Toosey, the chief, in charge of a camp composed of the old, blind, sick
and widows of the tribe. It is distressing to see the number of totally and partially
blind Indians in these Chilcotin Tribes. Of the former, I counted eight, and of the
latter—who have evidently only a few years miore of eyesight to enjoy—there were
nearly onc-quarter of the adults of each tribe. There are about thirty acres well
fenced near the village, but owing to the rocky mature of portions, only scattering

tches can be cultivated. Should these Indians be reduced to starvation next winter,
it is probable that some of the settlers’ cattle will have to supply their wants without
thé owners pormission being asked. Whites, under like circamstances, would do the
same, .

Anahem’s Tribe

numbers one hundred and ninety-three. They have built a new village and
church on alarge flat about forty miles up Chilcotin River: About fifty acres are
under fence, but only a small crop was put in. Last year the frost killed the grain,
consequently they are unwilling to risk much this year.

I am of opinion, however, that the coldest part of this flat has been chosen, and
that about two miles farther west 8 much warmer situation can be found. This will
necessitate a long ditch and some fluming, If the climate is not too cold for wheat,
this flat would afford ample farming land for all this tribe. Some fall wheat here
was lookicg well and nearly ripe 9th August, as were also potatoes and peas. This
tribe, as also Toosey's, are unwilling to make any improvements until their reserves are
given to them. They are very anxious that the ¢ Big Meadow ” may be secured to
them, saying: “The climate here is too cold to insure a crop every year, but if the
Queen gives us this meadow we will buy cattle with our furs, aud in'a fow years
we shall be well off.” In company with the chief, I rode the whole length of this
meadow, which is situated about eight miles from the village. It is very extensive,
and I am not surprised that many white men have wished to pre-empt it.

A small tribe, under a chief, Joe, used to live a few miles further up the river, but
they are now joined to Anahem’s Tribe,

Kanim's Tribe (Stone Indians.)
is located a few miles down the river from Anahem’s village. They have some land

and water, but are generally absent, most of the year, hunting and trapping, preferring
thote occt’lpations to agriculture. ':[‘hey were all absent during my W;:it.

Kiock's Tribe

. s another tribe who have their vilhgaﬁa few miles still farther down the river.
Their chief is Kiock, and they number forty-five,. They have a considerable area of
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.good land, but not water enough to irrigate much of it. Thoy were also absent.
iike the last tribe, they are hunters and trappers Although botk of these tribes
have their chiefs, yet Anahem is the “Greut Chief ” over all except the Toosey Tribe.
About fifteen miles down the river from Anahem'’s, is a farm owned by Mr. Hance,
who also koeps a store, and trades with these tribes for their fars. The Indians spoke
to me in terms of the highest praise of this gentleman’s honesty and liberatity in his
dealings with them, From this place, following down the river, I saw many little
cultivated patchoes of a few acres each, as much as could be irrigated ; but few of them
wero fenced, and little attention scemed to have been paid to the crops after being
put in, On remarking this to the Indians, thoy toldp me that they did not know
what day some white man might take these places from them, and that they conse-
-quently had no heart to make any improvements, or even to look after their crops.

Abont fiftoen miles from Mr. Hance's—still down the river—is a large and very
fine farm, owned by Messrs. Withrow and Field. Twenty miles beyond this, in a
N. E. direction, and nearly on the Fraser, is another large farm, owned by Mr.
Kiskie. This is where the Toosey Tribo, before mentioned, live,

Both of these farms possess grist mills, which make most excellent flour. The
facility thus afforded of having their wheat ground, makes these Indians very desi-
rous of farming on a largoer scale than hitherto, and of having land given to them to
ensable them 1o do so. As axemen, these Indians are very expert; and I saw logs,
howed for houses, which would not be a discredit to & white man accustomed to that
work. In cleanliness, however, they are sadly deficient—the case with all tribes
who live by hunting and trapping—and this is to be seen in their persons and in
their houses, )

The “ potlach,” as practised on the coast, does not existin this part of the upper

-country., The nearest—but a mild approach to it—is when a tribe wishes to en
their barial ground with a now and ornamental fence. Oa these occasions it has
been the custom to invite one or two neighboring tribes to help in the work, durini
‘which time, about a week, a great deal of feasting, more than work, takes place.
was present last wiater at one of these gatherings, at Williams’ Lake Reserve, and
being convinced that the result is to leave the inviting tribo much poorer than
before, and thas very little work is done by the guests, I have forbidden any sach
meetings in future, classing them, for that purpose, under the name of “ potlach,” as
forbidden by the Indian Act.

From t{e total absence of salmon, and the failure of the berry crop this summer,
it is certain that thero will be a great scarcity of food in all the reserves of this
agency during the coming winter, and I fear that the Indian Department will be
applied to for help to a lurge amount to prevent actual starvation. - -

I most respectfully cull your attention to the following facts regarding this
agency :—

Theso Indians are most anxious to maintain themselves by farming, which they
-all perfectly understand.

Their former resources of a livelihood—hunting, trapping and gold mining—are
almost exhausted, and in a few years will be totally so.

The proportion of farming land for each Indian in the various reserves is so
-absurdly small that it may bo put down at almost nothing.

Tho vast tracts recently, allotted to these reserves are of no use as farming land,
from the nature of the land in some cases, and in others, from the absence of the
water necessary for irrigation.

Such farming land can be procured only by purchase from white settlers.

Unless furnished with a fair proportion of agricultural land, each year will see
‘more destitute Indians, who, during the severe and long winters, will have to be
relieved by the Indian Department at a large expense, or who will suffer from

-actual starvation,

In conclusion, I beg to state that these tribes are fairly industrious, and, in many

‘resorves, extraordinarily so. They are also well conducted. As a gencral rale, thsy

3-8}
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are aiso wonderfully sober, considering the numerous examples of drunkenness they
have seen among the whites in the days of mining prosperity, and which they
unfortunately too often witness, even now, wherever the rurdl whiskey shop, that.
% gurse of British Columbia,” exists.
: I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
WM. LAING MASON,
Indian Agent.

Tapousac, 27th October, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—1I have the honor to forward to your Department my Annual Report im.
oonnection with the Indians of tho North Coast, for the season of 1884.

They arrived from the interior about the usual time to camp upon their reserves.
Although the result of their trapping and hunting was not extraordinary, yet speak-
ing c_mparatively, it was bettor than the previous year. '

' Acting upon the advice of their agent, Mr. L. F. Boucher, the Indians have-
prompily delivered their furs {0 those who had supplied them with provisions last fal}.

he Honorable Hudson Bay Company which has trading posts at Botsiamits,
Seven Islands, Mingan and Musquaro, continue to deal with the trappers as fairly
and liberally as heretofore. Their clerks or agents at these different posts, are
gentlemenh in the proper sense of that word, courteous and well educated, and on »ne-
.account would they violate that golden rule of the Company: “No spirituous liquors
to the Indians.”

At Escoumains, Sault au Cockon and Bersimis, several of the Indians worked ia
the mills at remunerative prices. The Jertey fishing companies at Moisie, Sheldrake
and other places, also secured tho services of a few, and treated them well indeed.

At Betsiamits, legal proceedings were commenced by me at the instance of the
Agent, against Messrs. Girouard & Beaudet, lumber merchants, for trespass on the -
reserve. I addressed a special report to you on this subject, on 2nd July last, and
will refrain from further comment. .

As a general rule, peace and order have reigned on the reserves and in the other
localities frequented by the Indians during the last scason. Oaly one case has.
been brought under my notice, which warranted a prosecution of the offender. X
allude to the case of one Evé Montigny, a resident of Seven Islands, who had supplied
or rather given spirits to an Indian family. Upon proof of the offence, I condemned
him to pay a fine of 850 and costs. As in the Cloutier conviction, the effect of the-
.sentence against Montigny will be most beneficial.

There were two other offenders, one Chiasson and Michel, but it was impossible
for me to reach them. I prepared the necessary documents for prosecution, and lefc
them with Commandant Wakeham of the Federal steamer ¢ La Canadienne,” for

further proceedings. I sincerely hope he has succeeded in punishing them.

Mgr. Boseé, the Venerable Préfect-Apostolic of the Labrador Coast and Gulf of
8t. Lawrence, has called my attention to the subject of the education of the Indism
‘children. He is desirous that a teacher should be appointed for the Bersimis gronp-
especially. A class, he eays, might be opened under the sameo conditions as on the
Lake St. John Resorve.

At his request, I have the honor to inform your Department of this very im-
portant proposition, with the best hopes of success.

. Trusting that this short report may be somewhat useful to your Department,
) I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
FRS. H. O'BRIEN,
Stipendiary Maygistrate.
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Inpian OFFICE,
Vicroria, B.C., 6th November, 1884.

The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir,—I have the honor to submit for your information, the following General
Re&ort upon Indian affairs in the Province of British Columbia, for the year ended
PWth June, 1884,

During the period roferred to. I have paid official visits to the north-west coast,
axnd also, very generally, throughout the interior—inclading Cariboo, Chilcoatin,
Okanagan, Spellumcheen and Nicola districts. T have had the honor of furnishing
you with full reports of these visitations, to which I now beg to refer. '

I visited Metlakahtla in Her Majesty’s steamer * Heroine” for the purpose of
introducing to the Tsimpsheean Indians the nowly appointed agent for the locality,
Mr. Mackay.

* 1 then had the honor of acquainting you ‘ that the contempt of law manifested
&t Motlakahtla was rapidly extending to surrounding tribes, and that some prompt
and efficient action in suppressing such untoward conduct at whatever cost, was im-
peorative,” ““ and, that until the law in that region was both obeyed and respected, the
newl{ appointed agent would be of little service to the Indians or to the Department.”

, also, ventured to state, that the importance of promptly enforcing the law at
Metlakahtla, and preventing the spread of a growing spirit of antagonism could no€
be acted upon too soon.

I was not clear as vpon what Government the task of such a proceeding would
devolve, “ but the administration of justice in British Columbia being entrusted to the
Provincial authorities, it appeared to me, that the matters which had come direetly
under my notice, should be at once taken in hand by the Department of the Attorney
General, and treated as a subject for the action of the local police,” &ec.

The symptoms of insubordination which were manifested during my visit at
Metlakahtla having been unallayed and unchecked, have extended pretiy generally to
surrounding localities, until eettlers have united in frequent and vrgent appeals to the
Bocal Goveraoment for the application of the proper remedy to afford them security for
life and property.

In all these troubles the Indians have my great sympathy. If they have
attempted to {ake the law into their own hands, it is becanse they have actod under
wrong impressions, and in accordance with the dangerous advice of those who are, in
my opinion, solely responsible for their present unfortunate position.

The amended Indian Act, which comes into force on the 1st of Jannary noxt, and
providoes for a system of municipal organization by which Indians may have the.
wegulation of their own affairs in their own hands, is a boon to the Tsimpsheean
Indiaus, if their so-called spiritual advisors will permit them to take advantage of it.

It should be remarked, however, that a namber of the missionaries on the north-
west coast are engaged in Indian trade, and consequently regard with much jealousy
the advent of any officer or the application of any regulation calculated to deprive
them of or lessen their influence in. the direction of the temporal affairs of those
Pplaced under their charge. :

This circamstance also brings them in opposition to settlers who are engaged im
the same business, or in the employment of Indian labour, but who do not enjoy the
advantagee which the spiritual direction of the natives gives the former. ence,
these people are not en rapport, and the native population being large, the whole
district is in a state of constant agitation, Metlakahtla is the centre of a large
mative population, and I imagine a larger Indian trade is carried on there than at
any other point on the coast.

A few years ago, it enjoyed the reputation, as I have had the honor of reporting
1o you on scveral occasions, of being a *“ model Christian village.”
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There can be no doubt that the interests of the Indian population at Metla-
kahtla and the peace and welfare of the community at large, are being sacrificed on
aocount of the disagreement and quarrels of two gentlemen who have, with ques-
tionable wisdom, induced Indians to take sides in their disputes, and bring disgrace
upon themselves by eventually becoming law-breakers, ‘

The present attitude of other Tsimpsheean tribes, who express dissatisfaction
with their land reserves, notwithstanding the large territory which has been set
aside for them, and who now demand payment, for the whole country, is due entirely:
1o the mischievous advice of those whose personal interests induce them, by such
means, to prevent officers of the Government from taking that part in. the direction
of the temporal affairs of the varions bands which the law requires. . _ :

The recent appointment of a StiFendiary Magistrate, who, for the present, is to-
reside at Metlakahtla, cannot fail, also, to have a beneficial effect if the law under
Ris administration is properly carried out; and althou%h the whole region on the
North-west coast is, at present, exceedingly disturbed, I look for a certain cessation
of the troubles, under the conditions named. .

With the exception of.the North-west coast, where the excitement and apglamt
opposition of the Indians are, as I have intimated, due solely to the unhappy dissen-
sions above alluded to, the Indians of the Province are satisfied and contented. A

harvest and fair ran of salmon having, in most districts, placed them in com-
fortable circumstances in regard to their winter’s supply of food.

On the coast generally, many of the bands having obtained constant work at the
Northern canneries, and at the hop gardens in Washington Territory, have been en-
abled to purchase clothing and quite a number of luxuries, not usually within their-

In every tribe, however, thero are a number of old, feeble and destitute members,.
especially in the interior, who are left to shift for themselves.

Acting under instructions, tho agents endeavor to persuade Indians to be charit-
able to their own people, but I am sorry to say that they find this mode of extending
aid very difficult of application,

In any event, it will be observed, that the amount disbursed is really very in-
oonsiderable as compared with the large native population. :

Indian Agencies.

The reports with tabular statements furnished by the various agents which have-
been transmitted:-to the Department at Oftawa, will afford a general idea ot the
present condition of the tribes in the localities referred to,

. The resignation, in the spring, of Mr, A. E. Howse of the Okanagan agency, and
Mr. Cornwall, J. P, of the Kamloops agency, prevents my farnishing you with gen-
eral reports of these districts; but as I have made a general visitation to both agen-
cies, I may refer to my special roport in reference to the same.

Fraser Agency.

My recommendation to extend the boundaries of Mr. agent McTiernan’s distriet
80 a8 to include all the bands on the Harrison River, proved very satisfactory to-
Indians interested. The agent states, that upon his first visit, he received a very
hearty welcome, but found them indifferently housed, and he describes the reserves
Tecently given them to be of very inferior quality, though he stated that the Reserve
Commissioner had given them permission to plant potatoes on the Pemberton
Meadows, where the ground is said to be rich and fertile. They own quite a number
of cattle and horses. :

The past season had been a sickly one on the Harrison River, and several
Indians had come to New Westminster to obtain. medical advice.

At Chilliwhack, the natives have constructed some.very good roads and eredit-
able bridges on their rererves, and the band at that place is now engaged in dyking
their grass reserve, contisting of about 160 acres. - - ‘
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Considerable excitemont was caused at this place by the action of a lynching
party of American citizens- oroesing the boundary line, and hanging an Indian boy
of fifteen years of sage, on the mere supposition that he had shot a resident of the
neighboring settlement of Nootsack, a report of which I have already had the honor
of snbmittin{{tor your information.

On Mr, MoTiernan’s arrival at Chilliwhack, he found a large number of Indians
around and threatening to croes the boundary line with the intention of revonging
the boy’s death, but by tact and oonsiderable argument, was fortunate enough to

e them to desist from their intended coursc, and leave the affair for settle-
ment by the proper authorities.

The Indians complain much of the Chinese taking their places at different kinds
of light work, and at the salmon canneries on the Fraser River.

Kwawkewlth Agency.

In this agency, Mr. Blenkinsop states; a great many deaths have occarred during
the past year, but mostly among old, who have succumbed to lung complaints
and inflammation of the intestinal organs, superinduced by exposure, want of comfort
and nourishing food.

The children are, as a rule, very healthy; particularly those who bave an unlim-
ited sn]l)ply of Oolachan fish oil. There are, in the agency, some 300 who would
willingly attend school if allowed to do so by their psrents.

Mr. Blenkinsop also states that the Laich kwil tachs, the most southern tribe of
the Kwawkewlth nation, are, by far, the most energetic, and are good hunters of
Inrge game. —

They are very snxious to have a school established at or near Cape Mudge.

The whiskey traffic has, for the last year, been reduced to a minimum, a few
trifling transgressions of the liquor Iaw only having taken place.

Cowickan Ageney.

The report from this agenl? is, on the whole, enceuraging. The grain grown
bx the Saanich, Cowichan and Nanaimo bands is in excess of any previous year, and
quite a quantity of new land ig being fenced in and brought under cultivation every
Season. .

Mr. Lomas is of opinion thst the diminution of Indian labor at the Fraser
River canperies, daring the past season, will be of eventual benefit to the Indians of
his agoncy, as it will keep them more at home, and give them a better chance of
looking after the crops on their different holdings.

Quite a number are also engaged in lumbering, and clearing lands tor white
settlers, and some have even taken contracts on the public roads.

Tho present most important drawback to their prospects segms to be in the
system of “ Potlatches,” but a3 the law against such gatherings will come into force
on tho first of the coming year, the evil will soon have its cure, and its abolition will
be of great benefit

The issuo of location tickets to twenty-three of the more emergetic Indians, has
caused goneral satisfaction, many others are anxious to secure them, and the system
has proved a good method of showing the Indians that their efforts to advaice.in
<ivilization are appreciated by the Department.

Several convictions for infringment of the liqguor law have taken place, and the
fines 8o reecived, have been expended for the relief of the aged and poor, and in the
puorchase of tools, &o. The amount of illicit sellicg is, however, small,’and confined
20 the bottlo trade, the importation of spirits on the resorve in large quantities, being
a thing of the past.

Mr. Lomas’ represcntations as to the difficulty of carrying on successful Indian
schools by missionary teachers apply, so far as I am aware, to every other part of
the Dominion. The proposal to ostablisb an industrial school on Keepar Island will
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be a much better plan, and of infinitely greater benefit, than {0 persevere in the vain
endeavor to continne one successful day school in Cowichan.

It is gratifying to obsorve that the old trouble, caused by the trespass of a
number of Indians upon land lately owned by Mr. Munro, has been at last settled
amicably, and that no additioas will be made to the extensive correspondence already .
ocoasioned by this difficulty,

West Coast Agency.

The agent, Mr. Gaillod, reports the Indians of the west coast of Vancouver
Island to be in good circumstances. :

The catch of furs has been unusually large, the value amounting to $42,500,
mostly consisting of seals. Qil to the value of $10,870 has also been made.

he illicit liquor traffic has been almost entirely stopped, owing to the exertions

of the agent and his Indian constables, v

The Opitcheset Indians, a portion of whose reserve was ploughed up in the
spring by orders from the Department, have grown quite a large crop of potatoes
and turnips, and will have abou$ twenty-five acres of land fenced in this fall.

North-West Coast Agency.

As previously reported to you, Mr..J. W. MacKay, appointed agent on the
north-west coast of the Province, only remained a short time at his post, owing to the
troubles and disturbed condition of mat‘ers at Metlakahtla, and returned to Victoria.

Agreeably to yoor instruclion, he was sent in June to the interior, to take .
charge of the Okanagan and Kamloops Agencies, where he now is.. Meantime, A.
C. Elliott, Esq., has been appointed Stipendiary Magistrate, to reside at Mellakahtls,
whare he is also to act as ageut of this Department for the present. Mr. Elliot will
shortly, I presume, carry out the instructions of the Department, and if the law is
oarried out there, I look for a speedy cessation of the grave difficalties which have, -
for such a length of time, distracted the community in that vicinity and excited such
serious apprehensions here,

WILLIAM’S LAKE AGENCY.

This is one of the largest and most extensive agencies in the Province, and Mm
agont Meason who has furnished a very complete and elaborate report, has proved
himself a capable and energetic officer. Although he has been appointed ooz::rrw
tively a short time, he has made a very thorough visitation of every portion his
district, and has been very successfal in effectually checking the ligaor traffic which
was extensively carried on, prior to his assamption of duty.

Mr. Moason’s visits to the Chilootiuns, who Lve hitherto been neglected, from the
fact of their having been out of reach, have been of essential servies. Although no
raserves have been allotted for these people, they are for the present sati. and
are patiently awaiting the arrival of the Reserve Commissioner.

I anticipate no difficulty in setting aside suitable reserves for them as the country
is extensive, and the white population sparse.

Available land is therefore not scarce, and is easily obtained.

The greater portion of the tribes in the neighborhood of Lillooet, Cliuton,
Pavillion, acd indeed throughout the agency have litilo agricaltural laad, in some
instances averaging no more than one quarter of an acre to each adalt, still however,
they have growu a considerable quantity of wheat and potatoes, and owa a large num-
ber of horses and cattle, as the following retura will show : —

Wheat, t0D08..ccccrcveecccccesccecserse  ccoma- - 148
Potatoes, bus o sessvenccscsceceunns corpeesesse 1,010 .
Hay, tons..cc.cceee ceeeee cseecnas e cuteoe 390
JIOrses cceeerrerenenne ceneen : 2,490

COWB ceeeee  coreces . cecere etesatesreecasasasans 397
Pigs cevciiceniriannnnnnne. cesserennsoeetn orseoninseesesmertrasennsearace Z0

Their personal property is estimatel by Mr. agent Mozson at $57,512
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It is greatly to be regretted, that in localities where interior Indians have proved
their great aptitude for agriculture, there is really no land left for them, owing either to -
tho rearcity of water for irrization purposes, or to the fact, that all the cultivable lands
in tha vicinity have been already taken up by white settlers.. In such instances, it
appears to mo that the Commissioner should be instructed to appropriate sufficient
2ands elsowhere, by the sale of which, saitable farms might be purchased to provide
1oc the necessities of these Indians, who can no longer resort to the chase, or obtain
dhoir living in any other manner, than by adopting civilized industries.

The William’s Lake agency contains many melancholy instances of Indians
being loft without land, and who must become a burden upon the Government should

‘¢heir present precarious mode of obtaining focd from time to time fail.

Surveys.

Two survey parties have been in the field during the past season.

Capt. Jemmoett has been working in the neighborhood of Lillooet and Bridge
River, and Mr. Gastinean at Ashcroft and on the Shushwap Lake.

Reports from these officers, showing the work performed, have not yet been
farnished. It is possible, however, that they may come to hand in time to be incor-
porated with the present report.

Presents,

With the excoption of the usual amount of garden seeds, but few presents have
Been given to the Indians, and those, confined to some agricultural tools for the uss
-of the natives near Clinton, .

Sapplies of provisions for aged, sick and destitute have been, as usual, furnished,
&ut only in cases of absolate necessity.

Medicines, &c.

A considerable quantity of medicine has been farnished to the various agents,
wmissionaries and others, who have expreased a desire to dispense them. .

The system is not altogether satisfactory, but under the circumstances it is the
Sest that can be done. Lo i

The population is so large, that economy has to be practiced in this as well as in
ather expenditures under my direction. . .

As stated in some of the reports of the agents, mach sickness has provailed,
with cosrespondent fatality.

Schools.

Dauring the past year. the following Indian Mission Schools have receivod the
grant of $12 per capita on the daily average attenlanes, not exceeding in any case
$300:—

Lakalsap, Nass River, W.

Port Simpson, W.

Kincolith, A,

Alert Bay, A.

Kiwwangahk, A.

Cowichan, R. C,

Hesquiabt, R C,

Kyukaht, R. C.

St. Mary’s, rpecial graat of $590, R. C.

Applications have also beca maie for grants for schools at

Maneett,
Skidegate,
Kitamaht,
Bellabella,
Uuchatlitz,
Ehetezet.



132 [rarT 1}

Payment of the grant to the schools at Metlakahtla, under the Right Rev. Bishop-
Ridley and Mr. W. Duncan has been withheld until the ynfortunate difficulties ex-
dsting at that place are definitely settled. )

Fhe Rev, Mr. Hall, at Alert Bay, has received a special grant of $150, to aid i
the maintenanee of iirls at his boarding school. ' A A

Great dificulty has been expericnced in British Columbia, as in other places; off
Xkeeping day schools in suocessful operation. : .

The influence of the camp and the inherent attractions of nomadio life, are much-
greater than that of the teacher, and it is most difiicult to secure even the occasional
attendance of a child at the ordinary day school. o ‘

The proposal to establish-two or three * industrial boarding schools in the Pre-
wince i8 the more desirable and advantageous course-to pursue, but the grant allowed.
. by Parliament for Indian purposes will have to be considerably increased.

Fish, Furs and Oil.

. The low price of furs, and the congequent lack of inducement to Indians to en—
g8ge in the business of procuring them, has osused a.continued falling off in the
amount exported for the last three years. Indians, however, have been afforded
more profitable employment in other industries, and there can be little doubt that

" the fur trade has had its best day in British.Columbia,
The quantity of fish oil put ap by the natives, is also mach lese. Lo
The canning of fish being an important industry of the Province, in which-.
Jodians take a prominent part, it may not be out of place to include the amount ex-
ported with that of furs and oil, which has been kindly furnished me by the officer
1n eharge of Her Majosty’s Customs:— o

FUTB ceveerreercocecccrosseccaciecesenesseosessarcscesecnssareencssd 70,184 00
Oil cevevrerererserecssnnesssnssssseencssasssosseassassssransosaseeee 15,017 00
Salmon, canned............... sevessca sesssverressssesaseaseanes 192,663 00

do  88lted ccerreeeneenrieneneniiecereeneninenniiseseenneeees 15,308 00

$893,172 00

I have the honor t¢ be, Sir,
Your obedient servant, :

I. W. POWELL,
Indian Superiniendent.

\

MANITOBA SUPERINTENDENCY,
OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR, .
» WinnNiPEG, 30th October, 1884,
The Right Honorable

The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

SiB,—On account of the large amount of office work here requiring my personal
atttention, I was unable to commence my annual inspection of the different Indian
. agencies and reserves under my supervision, until after the close of the official
year ended the 30th of June last, consequently I had no additional information im
my Bossession regardinf the condition of ‘this supérintendency to communicate to
the Department, since ¥ transmitted my last annual report, other than that eom-
tained in subsequent correspondence, until I had made another inspection of the-
sagencies and ascertained from personal observation their actual condition. I have
Jjust completed my inspection of all the agencies excepting those of Messrs. Oglotree »
and Mclntyre, which I intend to inspect at tho earliest possible date, and I ame
Pleased to inform you that their condition is generally satisfactory, snd that the-
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different agents are dischargix:ﬁ the various duties incombent upon them, as faithfully
and efficiently as probably could reasonably be expected of them.

The inor: intereat in agriculture and education manifested everywhere by
the Indians visited, is 8 most encouraging and gratifying indication of their intellec-
tual development and advancing prosperity. )

‘When I first inspected the agencies seven years ago, endless complaints were laid
before me by every band of Indians visited, with regard to inferior quality of supplies
farnished them, and to the mon-fulfilment of the stipulations of their respective-
treaties generalelg, but in all my travels last summer, not a grievance of any descri
tion was referred to in my interviews with them, but on the contrary, they frequently
requested me to acknowledge their gratitude to the Governmont for dealing so
uprightly and generously with them.

THR AGENCY OF MR, MARTINEAU.

On the '7th of J; tlﬂl{ I left Winnipeg for Westbourne via Portage la Prairie,.
arrived there in the atternoon, and in order to facilitate and expedite the journey
took passage on a Hudson’s Bay Company’s boat to Manitoba House, I remained at
Totogc;n (ﬁ:: night, and on the sucoeeding day, reached the reserve at Sandy Bay,
on lake ito

I found only Baptiste Spence, the principal councillor, and about a dozen In-
dians at home. The walls of a school house were erected and they were waiting for
the Government to finish it, and furnish them with a teacher. I therefore requested
theagent to make arrangements for the completion of the building as soon as pos-
gmible, in order that, their incessant requests for the education of their children-
might be granted without delay.

Owing to the flooded state of the reserve during a number of years past, neaﬂ{
all the Indians abandoned it, and wandered about on lakes and rivers; throug
forests and over prairies, in order to obtain food for themselves and families, but
ginoe the waters receded, they returned and resumed the cultivation of their former
gardens with renewed energy. They planted this year, upwards of 100 bushels of -
potatoes, and had during my visit, about 10 acres under crop.

Their grazing and meadow lands are unsurpassed, and admirably adapted for
stock raising, which they intend to engage in extensively, having twenty-five horses
and fifty-eight head of cattle already. ;.‘iee next moruing, I proceeded to Manitoba
House and arrived there in the evening,

With the exception of some comparatively imsignificant irregularities in the -
filing of his papers, Mr. Martineau is deserving of the highest praise for complying
faithfully with his instructions’in making the payment of annuities correctly, in
making out his pay sheets accurately, in giving authentic statistical information in
his tabular statement, in ascertaining the number and variety of carpenter’s toola
and farming implements each family received from tiho Government, in examining -
the different schools in operation on every reserve within his agency, and noting the.
progress in learning made by the children attending them, in visiting the various
gardens under cultivation, observing the advancement made in agriculture, and
ﬁng the necessary instructions in husbandry, in vaccinating nearly all the In-

ians of his agency who had not previously been subjected to the operation, and in
attending most zealously to everything entrusted to him,

I cheerfully bear this testimony to Mr. Martineau’s effciency, more especially as
I formerly had occasion to report otherwise of his actions, for 1 consider it the duty
of an impartial inspector to commend as well as censure those who deserve it.

I crossed over to Dog Creek in the evening and found Mr, Martineau, after get-
ting through with his payments, camping on an island near the reserve.

He was, on account of stormy weather, a day behind the date appointed in
arriving, and occupied two days in transacting all the business with the Indians
entrusted to him, - g -



124 [rarT 1]

<He attended & meeting I held next morning with the chief counocillors 2and other
-members of the band, whereat I sucoeeded in settling satistactorily to all parties con-
- cerned, & contention among them over the location of a school house, by persuading
‘them to agroe to dispose of the two buildings already erected for that purpose, to
private individuals, gnd to erect another in a central place, with the proceeds, for the
-eonvenience of the majority on the reserve.

The teacher, Mr, Sauderson, was absent on his holidays, and, theréfore, I was

unable to examine his school, but Mr. Martincan informed me that the pupils were
rogressing favorably under his tuition, as manifested in the examination of the dif-
Sn‘cnt classes in reading, writing and spelling.

There are fifty-one children of school age belonging to this resarve, eighteen of
them being Roman Catholics and the rest Protestants and heathens,

Tho agent purchased certain supplies for completing and furnishing the school-
house in accordance with the regulations of the Department.

The Indians in this reserve complain that the enactments in reference to the
protection of game, onforced by the Local Government of Manitoba, are incompatible
with the promises made them by Commissioner Simpson when they surrendered their
oountry, &s it was distinctly understood then, that the Indians would be permitted to
exercise their former privileges in fishing and hunting ‘whenever and wherever they

- derired, and that consequently they object to the intolerable restrictions placed upom.
them by those regulations, which absolutely deprive them of their principal source
of subsistance during the close season, while sportsmen, traders and others are.
allowed to slaughter indiseriminately daring the open season. For several years
farming was neglected owing 1o the flooded cordition of the reserve from the encroach-
ment of the lake upon it, but the waters having retired the Indians returned and
commenced to cullivate their gardens, which were larger and promised & greater

_yiold than I ever saw before.

Ebbd and Flow Lake Rescrve.

I arrived at this reserve ahout noon, on the 14th of July and found the agent
-engaged in giving out the provisions, the payments having being made the previous
day. I visited all the gardens, and found them somewhat backward on account of
~the dryness of the season, but notwithstanding this, the general appearance of pros-
Erity prevailing was most encouraging. I examined the school conducted by Mr.
ham, and found thirty children on the register, twenty-three of them being present.
:Zt:das favorably impressed with the proficiency of the pupils in their respective
: ies,

The writing in their copy-hooks presented a most creditable appearance, and the
exorcises ploasantly closed by all the children singing several hymns very sweetly
and correctly. : , - :

Before iaving, I called a meeting of the Indians for the purpese of making
-enquiries of them in reference to various matters,

The chief on behalf of the band requested oxen, instead of the cows promised to
be given them, and also, to be snpplieg with a chest, of tools, a brush, plow, and
spades. They suggested that the school teacher be instracted to take his vacation
in the fall, instead of the summer as at present, because then the children are absent,
with their parents at tho fisheries.

The agent vaccinated twenty Indians here who had never subjected to the ope-
ration before. .

The Fairford Reserve.

. Tarrived at this reserve on the 15th of July, and noticed a marked advancoment
“m agricultare. ' The crops were greatly in excess ' of those of previous years, and
«consisted of wheat, potatoes, oats, barley and hay.
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-

The Indians here and elsewhere are beginning to realize the nocessity of abag-
doning the precarious mode of subsistence by fishing and hunting, and are devoting
themselves with commendable earnestness, and perseverance to agriculture.

I visited and inspected the Upper School, ably conducted by the Rovd. Mr,
Bruce, who admirably sustains his former reputation, as a most efficient and success-
ful teacher.

Of the forty-nine pupils attending this school, thirty-nine were present I care-
fally examined all the classes in reading, writing, grammar, arithmetic, geography,
and other branches taught, and was extremely gratified with the thoroughness of the
school. The exercises closed by the children singing enthusiastically +* God save the
Queon.”

In the afternoon I examined Mr. Anderson’s school at the lower end of the re-
serve., He has thirly pupils on the register, twenty-seven of whom were prosent
during my visit and manifested by their excollent recitations, a thorough familiarity
with the different subjects which they were studying.

I was present during the payments, and the Indians were greatly plcased with
the mannner in which the agent attended to everything entrusted to him. Eighty-
four persons belonging to this reserve were vaccinated.

The Lake St. Martin's Reserv.

I arrived here at seven o’clock on the 16th of July and visited the school under
the charge of Mr. Francis Storr. No school-house has yet been ercctod on thia re-
perve, but the interest taken in education is so extraordinary, that the chiof although
a heathen, willingly gave up his dwelling house for the purpose, and resides in &
wretched wigwam himself.

Sixteen pupils according to the register were in attendance during the previous.
quarter; but only ten were presont at the examination. No material advancement
was perceptiblo since my former visit 8 year ago, owing to the teacher’s lack of
energy and inferior qualification for his profession, his education being of the most
elementary character.

The chief informed me that in consequence of their being destitute of carpen-
ter’s tools, they were unable to build any houses within the year; and earnestly re-
quested a limited supply of those articles to be furnished them. Very little atten-
tion until recertly has been given to agriculturo here, as mostly all the band were
engaged in fishing and hunting for their living. Their crops looked backward,
owing to late sowing and the dryness of the season. The payments were made cor-
rectly, and thirty persons were vaccinated.

The Sandy Bay of Lake St. Martin's Reserve.

I arrived at this reserve on the morning of the 16th July, and visited and
examined the school during the forenoon. There were only five children present,
out of an attondance of thirteen pupils, according to the register. This miserablo
apology for an Indian school was in a sickly, languishing condition, and almost desti-
tate of any intcllectual vitality. I consider M. Thom, the teacher. the most illiterate
ard incompetont educator employed in this superintendency, and consequently X
would respectfully recommend that his services be dispensed with ai the ecarliest

ible dato, and a qualified person be engaged to conduct the school properly.

ere is but Mitle progress in Euilding and farming going on here, the majority of
‘the band contenting themselves with providing the mere necessaries of life, without
aspiring to a more civilized state of existence than that occupied by their ancestors.

The crops were backward here, as elsewhere, on account of the prevailing
drought, but the summer showers which came later in the season probably revived
them. No complaints of any description were made with regard to their annuities

. ar to the supplies reccived. The agent vaccinated thirty-two Indians here,
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s ) The Crane River Reserve.

I next visited this reserve, where I arrived on the 29th July. I found the
_gardens better in every respect than any of those alroady visited.
The crep of potatoes s sed, in appearance, anything of its kind witnessed
. elsewhere in my travels, and so carefully was its cultivation attended to that L
- could scarcely discover a weed among it. The teacher of this school,- Mr. Sabiston,
being absent on account of sickness, 1 called the children together and examined
them in their respective studies. I noticed a greater progress here in learning than
in the former two schools visited. The system adopted in imparting instruction to
the pupils by those incompetent teachers is too antiquated. The school house erected
several years ago is nearly completed, and will be ready for occupation before the
- cold weather sets in,
The cattle are in excellent condition and are increasing rapidly.-
These Indians are deserving of the greatest encouragement and consideration
from the Department for their remarkable enterprise and prosperity.
They are now almost exclusively devoting themselves to agriculture, placing
-but little dependence for their subsistence on fishing and hunting.

The Water Hen Reserve.

I arrived here on Sunday, the 20th of July, as the people were leaving the school
house where they had been attending a religious mecting. The respectable and
- comfortable appearance which they presented was a gratifying indication of their
advancing prosperity and civilization. Arnother evidence of their industry is the
- increased acreage of land they cultivate, the large number of new dwelling housea
and stables erected, the care taken of their splendid herd of cattle, and the interest
manifested generally in the educatien of their children.
They are most fortunate in having such an excellent and indefatigable teacher
. a8 Mr, Tabouret to conduct their school, which has fifty-two pupils on the register
and twenty of an average attendance. The school, although established only iu
- October last, mado such extraordinary advancement that it will compare most favor-
ably with the ablest conducted school in the Superintendeuncy.
In the several exercises in which the children had been examined in English,
French and Ojibewsy, they showed a remarkable proficiency in their studies. The
- specimens of penmanship shown me were extremely creditable.

The Duc‘k Bay Reserve.

I reached this reserve on the 23rd of July, and immediately upon my arrival
- vigited Mr. Adam’s school. The number of pupils on the register was twenty-three,
with an average attendance the previous quarter of nineteen. The children are pro-
. gressing in a reasonably eatisfactory manner, considering the indifference of their
rents. A number of' the children were learning to translate Indian words into
nglish and French, using Father Lacombe’s Ujibeway grammar and dictionary
as a text-book. A echool house was nearly completed, but in the meantime the

. counoillor’s dwelling was utilized for the purpose.
The area under cultivation last season was greater than formerly, but the summer

. frosts somewhat injured the vegetables.

The Agency of Mr. Reader. -

On the evening of the 23rd of July I started for this agency , and arrived at

- Chimahwawin on the 26th. Shortly afterwards the steamer ¢ Marquis” arrived
there and I took passage on her to' Camberland House. -

Tho long residence of Mr. Reader in this district as an Episcopal clergyman

. has enabled him to acquire a thorough knowledge of the Indians, which admirably

- qualifics him for the position to which he was recently appoiuted, as Indian agent there.
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He has succeeded in securing the esteem and confidence of the Indians under his
-sapervision so thoroughtly, that no complaint whatever was made against him in my
interviews with them. His reports and general correspondence are clear, concise,
and comprehensive, and will compare favorably with similar productions of the most
efficient officers of the Department in this,Superintendency. The payment of
.annuities was correctly made in accordance with his instractions, but he neglected to
waccinate the Indiaps, or to obtain an analysis of arrears due those who were absent
from previous paymeonts: these omissions were probably attended to afterwards.
Mr, Leveque, of this office, accompanied him as an assistant, in order to initiate him
into tho official routine of his duties;

The Cumberland Reserve,

On my arrival here the Indians held a council, which I attended. They repre-
sonted that in consequence of their expecting the Government to grant them a
suitable rcserve for agricultural purposes elsewhere, their school house was still
unfinished, the caltivation of their rocky, unproductive gardens neglected, and their
general prosperity seriously retarded.

Oue of the Councillors, with eyes suffused with tears, stated that unless another
reserve were given them, whereon sufficient food for themselves and families could

- -be-preduced, they would certainly perish with hangor.

If another reserve is allotted them, they request that their cattle and other
-movable cffects be transported there by the Government for them.

The school, ably conducted for several years by the Rev. Mr. Davies, was closed,
owing to his having resigoed on the 30th of June, but the services of Mr. Beddom
were secured and it was reopened shortly afterwards. :

The Pas Reserve.

I started for this reserve on the oveuning of the 30th July, and arrived here
«arly on the following morning, having travelled eighty miles by canoe during the
might. The councillor in the absence of the chief, specially requested that every-
thing stipulated by treaty be supplied them. I informed them that ipstructions to
that effect had already, been given to the agent to make requisition for those articles.

The school, which had been vacant since the marriage of their former teacher,
two years ago, was about to be reogened by Mr. McDonald.

The school honse at the Big Eddy is thatched, lathed, floored and mudded, and
-only requires a door and windows to complete it. They urgently requested that =
teacher be supplied them immediately, as their children were growing up in ignor-
ance, never having enjoyed the advantages of education.

It is difficult, however, owing to its remoteness from the settlement, to induce
a competent teacher to accept the situation.

The school house at Birch River is still unfurnished, in consequence of its being
impossible to find any person willing to undertake its completion for the amount
allowed for that purpose.

" The Indians living on this portion of the rescrve were very gratefal when
informed that they would receive their supplies and payments here in fature. Their
gardens were largor, but owing to the drought prevailing in the begining of the
season, the appearance of the crops was not very promising.

The Moose Lake Reserve.

I met, by appointment, the chief and councillors at Chimahwawin, where a

sortion of the band live and have a reserve. They informed me that their eattle

-all died from various causes, excepting two animals, Nine dwelling houses were
built during the year, and two school houses were partially completed.

_ The schools recently established on the respective reserves, and conducted by

. -Messrs. Settee and Lindsay, have made bat little progress yet. The Indians have
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increased and enlarged their gardens since my previous visit, which is an evidence-
1hat a greater interest is taken in farming than formerly.

The Grand Rapids Reserve.

I arrived at this reserve an the 2nd August, and found better crops amd =-
greater quantity of land under cultivation than on any former occasion. The-
walls of a school house had been erected in a central location, for the convenienos
of the children attending school, and the Indians were waiting assistance from the
Government for its completion. ,

This is the only band in the agency which has excellent fisheries near the
reserve, and therefore it should be more comfortably off than any of the others;.
but in consequence of reckless improvidence, the members, every winter, clamor for
assistance in provisions from the Government.

The Agency of Mr. MacKay.

Although the agent has resided two years at Berem's River, yet, he kas
- neither an office nor a storehouse there; consequently, considerable inconvenienes
xaust be experienced in transacting properly the business of the agency. Urder tkeso
circumstances, 1 was not disappointed in finding that his official correspondence-
- was unsatisfactorily kept, being neither systematically arranged nor methodically
indexed for office reference. .

In the payment of annuities and in the distribution of provisions and other
supplies, as well as in visiting the different gardens on the reserves, he faithfudy
carried out his instructions,

The Cross Lake Reserve,

I arrived hore from Grand Rapids on the 8th of August, having been delayed on
the journey two days by stormy weather, and travelled a distance of 175 miles im.
about three days and a-half.

The agent having just finished the payments of annuities to the differemt
bands under his supervision, was starting for Winnipeg, upon my arrival.

In conformity with a commendable regulation established by the band, for the
prevention of dishonesty, every member, on receiving annuity, promptly liquidates
all his obligations. The school was opened last February, by Chief Garrioch, whe
has conducted it ever since,

The children were advancing as rapidly as could be expected under his tuition,
with the limited supply of school material available there, asthey had only a few
" elementary books in their possession. ‘The teacher’s attainments are limited to read-
ing, writing and singing, but he is only temporarily employed, until a more compe-
tent one can be obtained.

This band commeonced the building of a echool house, and has nearly completed
the walls. The crops, owing to the continued drought prevailing, wore largely a
failure. Thisreserve is well adapted for farming and cattle raising, as the quality of
the soil is superior and the meadows are excellent.

The Norway House Reserve.

. 1 returned to this reserve on the 10th of August, and had a meeting with the
Indians in the mission school house at Rossville, on the 11th. The chief and cown-

cillors expressed themselves glad, as on former occasione, to welcome me to their

- willage. oy informed me that the Governmeut school house was nearly finished,

and they were desirous that an efficient teacher be immediately appointed to instrues

their children. I succeeded in complying with their request, by securing the ser-

~ wices of Mr, McDonald, a graduate of St. John’s College here, who is well

- qualified for the situation, The mission school has been closed for two years past;.
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and the only one open on the reserve is at “ Crooked Turn.” It is indifferently con-
ducted by an Indiar teacher of no qualifications whatever.,

Their crops were nearly destroyed by drought and early frost. Their fifty-two
head of cattle were in excellent condition, and, if it is properly secured, they should have
a sufficient quantity of hay for their requirements during the emnsuing winter. It
was urgently requested that the chief and councillors of this band receive the same
amounts of annuities as are given to similar officers in other places, and that the re-
serve be sub-divided into locations at the earliest possible date.

The chief asked, on behalf of his people, that a supply of medicines be furnished
them and a dispenser be appointed on their reserve. After Jacob Garrioch, &
member of this band, received his annuity, he was arrested by order of the agent,
for refusing to hand over to the Hudson’s Bay Company the full amount of a debt of
$27.50 he owed them. Having been kept under arrest for about two days, finally
the chief volunteered to become his security and he was released.

The Beren's River Reserve.

I arrived at this reserve on the 15th of August, having visited, the previous day,
the gardens at Poplar River, where a portion of the band resides. Their potaioes
were of excellent quality. The bailding ot a szhool house was commenced duiing the
sammer, but had advanced no further than the hewing of the timber and bringing it
to the side relected for it. The building of another school house was undertaken at the
upper extremity of the reserve at Beren’s River, but the location was unsuitable,
a8 it was impossible for the children at the lower end to attend there. I therefore
suggested that it be removed to a central place selected by the agent and mywelf for
the conveniénce of all interested parties, to which every one agreed, without a
dissenting voice,

Their gardens are annually increasing in extent and number of and, if properly
cultivated, will yield sufficicnt food for their requirements, The chief is dusirous
of having the amount real'zel from the disposal of a useless ox expended in pur-
chasing a good one. He complains that the survey of their reserve was not pro-
perly made, as it did not embrace a mile on each of the river, as asked by them, and
requests that the mistake be corrected and the reserve divided into locations. The
Indians want permission to dispose of cordwood from their reserve to captains of
steamboats.

They say the medicine furnished is a great benefit to them, and they expressed
their thankfulness to the Government for tio interest taken in their welfare.

They represent that their fisheries are encroached upon by parties from
Winnipeg, who, if allowed to continue the destruction of whitefish and sturgeon at
the present rate, will eventually exhaust the supply and deprive them of their
principal source of subsistence.

The Jack Head Reserve.

In the afternoon of the 18th of August I arrived at this reserve, and imme-
diatoly visited the gardens, which indicated the careful attention bestowed upon
them.

Fearing that lumbermen might be encroaching upon the location selected for
their Reserve, they carnestly requested that it be surveyed without unnecessary
delay, which, I am informed, was subsequzutly attended to by Surveyor Green.

Tho school was opened about a year ago by Mr. Settee, who conducted it very
irregularly and most unsatisfactorily for three quarters, and then resigned. Itis
still closed, on account of the difficulty of obtaining the services of a competent
teacher. In 1879, the Island Bands, to which this fragment belongs were supplied
with seven head of cattle, the number promised them by treaty, but through ime
g;oper care and negligence they lost every animal. The councillor begged carnestly

another yoke of oxen, as they are required for ploughing their gardens a:.d for
drawing timber for their buildings.
3—9
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Lhe Fisher River Reserve.

I arrived here on the 19th of August, and inspected the school under the charge
of Mr. Liyness, who possesses a liberal education, is an efficient teacher and a thorough
disciplinarian. Only nineteen children were present, although seventy-seven names
appeared on the register. There was an average of twenty-four pupils during the
previous Quarter. The exercises in reading, writing, spelling, dictation, arithmetic and
geography showed the thoroughness of the instruction imparted. The turnips,
carrots and onions were nearly destroyed by insects and the prevailing drought,
but the appearance of the potatoes and wheat was promising.

The forty-seven head of catile belonging to this band of Indians are in excellent
condition.

The Chief and Councillors asked that a hand grist mill be given them for
grinding their wheat, and, for building purposes, a few acres of spruce timber
adjoining the southern boundary of the reserve,

The Blood Vein River Band.

On the 22nd of Augnst I held a meeting with the Indians of this reserve. This
unsettled band is beginning to devote more attention than formerly to agricultural
pursuits. There are five houses in course of erection, whereas previously there
were only two wretched buildings; nine families have gardens of potatoes on
the reserve.

The Loon Strait Reserve:

I arrived here in the afternoon of the 22nd. The school house had been completed
a year ago, and Councillor Thickfoot carnestly implored the Government to have com-
assion on their ignorance and send an instructor to educate and enlighten them.
?informed him that whenever the services of a qualified teacher could be obtained
his request would be cheerfully complied with. He complained that the garden
seeds forwarded by me last winter to the agency had not been distributed until too
late for planting, Although he sent his son-in-law with a dog-train to Beren’s River
after his portion of them, the agent refused to give him any, alleging, as his reason
for so doing, that the Indian sent by the councillor did not belong to this reserve.
The garden seeds referred to were taken to the agency by one William Mackay
who arrived there on the 14th of April last. It is somewhat surprising, notwith-
standing the extraordinary effort made to have these garden seeds supplied to the
Indians in ample time for planting, that the agent should have failed to forward
them to a number of the reserves until the season was too for advanced for planting.
This fragment of the Island Bands is most industrious and enterprising as the
extensive improvements upon the reserve abundantly testify. Of the seven head
of cattle given 10 the Island Band, this portion of it, only received two animals in a
starving condition, the following spring, from Jack Head Reserve, where the council-
lor, James Sinclair, had taken them, contrary to instructions, the previous winter.
These cattle died shortly afterwards, and Thickfoot asks that two oxen be supplied, to
enable them to cultivate their gardens to advantage, by,using the plough in breaking
their lands instead of the grub-hoe, the only implement now in their possession.
This reserve was surveyed by Mr. Green shortly after my visit to it.

The Hollow Water River Reserve.

I arrived here on the morning of the 23rd of August. A very comfortable school
house was completed under contract during the summer, by Mr. Dick, and a teacher
was engaged to open it at the beginning of winter.

This portion of the Island Band is making some progress in farming and build-
ing, having better and larger gardens and a greater number of houses than
formerly.
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They ask that some cattle, especially a yoke of oxen, may be supplied them, as
they have received but one animal, which through the neglect of Councillor Sinclair,
died shortly after they received it.

The Black River Reserve. »

I arrived here on the evening of the 23rd of August, visited the gardens, which
appeared to be somewhat neglected and smaller than last year, inspected the school,
conducted by Mr. Prince in a tent, owing to the school house being unfinished,
found thirteen names on the register, twelve pupils were present, who seemed to
be doing fairly well, considering the disadvantages under which they were laboring.
The Indians complained that the school was not properly conducted, as the teacher
did not open it regularly, and frequently closed it altogether and went away into the
settlement. A door, windows, a stove, shingles, lumber, &c., were purchased and
shipped recently, for completing the school house, as the Indians agreed to finish it
themselves if these articles were sapplied.

The teacher reports that the biscuits supplied tor mid-day meals to the children
attending school have a most beneficial effect in inducing sttendance.

The Agency of Mr. Muckle.

I was pleased to observe in my inspection of this agency, that Mr. Muckle
gencerally carried out faithfully the instructions given him. He attends satisfactorily
to the voluminous correspondence entailed upon him by the complications continually
arising from the proximity of the reserves to the settlement.

The Fort Alexander Reserve.

I arrived hore on the morning of the 25th of August, and visited the gardens,
The potatoes were very superior, the wheat most irregular and inferior, the corn
excellent, and the vegetables largely a failure. The Roman Catholic mission school,
ably eonducted by Father Madore, was closed for the holidays; but, at my request,
ho kindly called the children together, and I inspected the school. The pupils went
creditably through the various exercises in which they were examined. The Episcopal
Mission School, tanght by Mrs. Bruce, was also closed ; but she informed me that, as
nearly all the Indians were absent, she was unable to collect her classes for my
inspection. At the lower end of the reserve the Indians erected a school house,
which they are desirous that the Government should complete and open, for the
accommodation of the large number of children residing in its vieinity.

No drunkenness occurred during the payment of annuities here, owing to the
vigilance of the constables employed; but on the ensuing night, a companion of the
notorious McGribbon, taking advantage of their departure, orept from the thicket,
where he was concealed, and disposed of twenty gal[l)ons of whiskey to the Indians,
who, in consequence, made night hideous with their savage revelry.

The [ndians represent that the protection of their fisheries is of vital importance
as they are rapidly becoming exhausted by the improvidence of fishermen;
and they earnestly implore tha Government not to allow a continuance of this unlim-
ited and indiscriminate destruction.

The Broken Head River Reserve.

I arrived here on the evening of the 2dth August, and inspected the school under
the charge of Mr. Black, an experienced teacher of considerable attainments. The
children are progressing favorably ander his instruction. The potatoes and barley

romised an abundant yield, but the appearance of the wheat was very indifferent,.
he Indians asked to be supplied with oxen, a fanning mill and a hand grist-mill
There wasgr;o drunkenness iere daring the payments.
3 ;
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The St. Peter’s Reserve.

I arrived here on the afternoon of the 27th of August, and inspected the north
St. Peter’s school, under the management of the Rev. Mr, Cochrane, whose natural
abilities and educational acquirements admirably qualify him for his profession.
‘His pupils manifested, by their intelligence and proficiency, the superiority of the
instruction imparted to them. Iafterwards examined the Episcopal Mission School,
tanght by William Henry Prince, whose diligence and perseverance in advancing
himself and scholars are highly commendable. I was unable to inspect the other
two schools on the reserve, on account of their being closed at the time, The crops
suffered reverely from drought during the early part of the season, but recovered to
some extent. The subsequent rainy season, however, injured them considerabl{
before they were harvested. The fifteen hundred ton3 of excellent hay secured will
more than provile for the four hundred and seventy-four head of cattle and the
twenty-six horses on this reserve. The Indians, by statute labor, cut a road through
the Reserve, and also repaired a number of bridges. Seven persons were arrested
during the payments, of whom two were convicted for fighting and fined two and
five dollars respectively, and five were convicted for having intoxicating liquors in
their possession. One of those having turned informer was acquitted, two were fined
twenty five dollars each, and two fifty dollars each, but failing to pay the fines were
sentenced to six months’ imprisonment; one was committed to jail, but was re-
leased after two months’ confinement, in consequence of a certain informality
in the commitment. These are the only instances in which any infraction of the
liquor law occured here during the payments, which never, on any previous oocasion,
had been so comparatively free from intoxication; & result of the precaution taken
in appointing constables, whose energy and vigilance largely prevented a repetition
of the disgraceful scenes of former years.

The Agency of Mr. McPherson.

I arrived here on the 6th of September, and inspected the new buildings erected
1ast summer for office and storehouse, and found them comfortable and commodious.
The Agent’s LetterBook is properly indexed, and the impressiona taken thereon are'per-
feotly legible, His Provision Book is correctly kept, but the receipts taken for distribu-
tions made to destitute Indians are not wirnessed, a8 no person capable of doing so is
available at the agenocy. The letters and other official documents received are care-
fully folded away in & wooden box, but not filed nor indexed, as directed, for office
reference. The tools, implements and provirions at the agency are in accord with
the statements in the office baoks relative thereto. There was no traffic in intoxi-
cating liguors at Assabaskassing during last payments, as constable Mortin succeeded
in suppressing it. The pay-sheets are faultless, but the tabular statement is imper-
fectly made out, as the quantities of seeds sown are given instead of the namber of
bushels harvested.

I arrived at Sabaska Reserveon the 8th September and found the Indians camped
at a place selected for another village, where tEey were busily engaged in parching
and hulling hundreds of bushels of wild rice for the ensuing winter’s requirements.
A large quantity of red pine timber was hewn and ready for building their houses.
The potatoes here, and on the other reserves throughout the agency, looked exceed-
ingly well; but the rainy season greatly damaged them before they were pitted, and
in all probability a large qnantity of what was secured will ultimately rot. The
Shoal Lake Indians lost all of their cattle except one, by the falling of a building in
which they had taken refuge during a storm. The hay crop was inferior, owing to
dr{'nesa of the early part of the season, and what was stackes got flooded during the
fall, and is therefore so badly damaged that it is very doubtful if there is enough to
keep the cattle alive during the winter. There are about one hundred and twenty-
five ucres under cultivation on the different reserves and numerous islands in their
vicinity.
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All the Indians of the Lake of the Woods, except the Rat Portage Band, were
paid at Assabaskassing this year, contrary to the first instructions given to the
agent, and to the arrangement made with the contractor for the delivery of the
various Indian supplies. The agent alleges that the Indians refused to receive their
annuities on their several reserves, without having made any attempt to make the
payments there. It is apparent that the:e objections to the commendable policy of
the Department, to pay their anuuities to the different bands of Indians on their
respective reserves, are not made on account of any alleged promises made that they
would continue in perpetuity to receive their annuities at their camping ground or the
agency, but in consequence of their opposition to anything interfering with those
large annual gatherings, where they remain for several weeks, until all the money
they received, or the articles purchased with it, are gambled away, and where their
degrading and demoralizing he heathen ceremonies are perpetuated It is also
evident that traders, unwilling to follow the agent to the different reserves when
making payments to the Indians, induced them to insist upon being paid at the
camping ground. If the argument advanced by the agent, in support of the claims
of the Indians of the Lake of the Woods to receive their annuities here, is valid, why
does he pay the Rat Portage Band on their reserve, while the several bands at
Shoal Lake, Whitefish Bay and Buffalo Bay, living a greater distance off, are paid
at the camping ground ? The Indians of Rainy Lake and River, in Mr. Pither’s

ency, made similar claims to be paid at their alleged camping ground at Cout-
cheeching, and consequently received their annuities for 8 number of years at Fort
Frances, near that locality; but for the last two years their annuities were received
on their different reserves, to the entire satisfaction of all the Indians of the district,
except a few medicine men, who victimize their devotees at those gatherings by
inducing them to make sacrifices—to the Manitou—of various personal effects which
become the property of thece wily imposters.

The Agency of Mr. Pither.

I found, on inspecting the office and storehouse at the agency, that the impres-
sions in his Letter Book are neatly and legibly taken, but not indexed ; that the
letters received are inconveniently pigeon-holed, instead of being systematically filed
and indexed ; that his Receipt Book is correctly kept ; that the suppljes on hand cor-
respond with the balance oot distributed of provisions, tools and implements farnished
him for bis Indians ; that the samples of different articles supplied him are mostly
hung up along the walls of his office, and that his paysheets are accurately made out,
but that his tabular statement is incomplete, as twenty-six columns are blank. The
agent neglected to take an inventory of all the articles supplied, under treaty stipula-
tions, to the different families of his agency. A number of American Indians, living
at Red Lake, Minnesota, who I discovered, on my previous inspection, had been
surreptitiously participating in the payment of annuities along with the Rainy River
Bands, were excluded therefrom by the agent this year, in accordance with my
instructions. In all my researches and efquiries in reference to the payments last
summer to the Indians of this agency, not a single error came under my notice,
Only two bands were vaccinated during the payments, although the agent was
instructed to subject the others to it also.

Nacatcheuwnang Reserve. -

1 arrived at this reserve by canoe route, direct from Sabaska Bay, on the 10th
of September. I found about five acres uuder potatoes of good quality, These
Indians have only four dwelling houses on the reserve. Owing to their absence
during my visit, [ was unable to make any enquiries of them with regard to viher
matters.

Stangeeconiing Reserve.

Upon my arrival here, on the 11th of September, I inspected the reserve, which
is not cultivated extemsively, only about three acres having been under scattering
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patches of potatoes. There are six dwelling houses on the reserve, which is very
rocky and not adapted fur farming. An Indian was killed by lightning two days
before my visit. The chief asked for a two-inch auger, and other tools for building-

houses.
The Coutcheeching Reserve.

’

I arrived here on the evening of the 11th, and inspected the reserve. The
gardens suffered considerably from drought and subsequent rains, A school house, in
course of erection, was completed on the 1st ultimo, and a teacher engaged to:

-open it. The chief requests that the $100 forwarded in 1877 to the then Indian Super-
intendent in Winnipeg, by their agent, and which be had received from Mr. Bissett,
on behalf of the Public W}o’rks Department, be now given them, in order that they
may purchase building material for their dwelling houses.

The Little Forks Reserve.

On the 12th of September [ arrived at this reserve, and found about five acres
under potatoes and corn; the outbuildings were destroyed two years ago in order
that the small-pox epidemic—then prevailing—might be prevented from spreading
through the whole district. To save themselves from starvation, the Indians killed:
two of their cattle during quarantine regulations. On or about the 1st of August
last two of their oxen were killed by lightning, but these were replaced by the
Department this fall, to enable the Indians to plow their gardens and to draw timber
for their buildings. ‘

The great calamity which has befallen this band of Indians commends them to-
the favorable consideration of the Department for assistance to enable them to regain
their former prosperous condition ; their labor of years had been totally destroyed,
not ‘only for the safe'y of those Indians who survived the fatal scourge but for the
benefit of the whole community.

The Manitou Reserves.

On the 13th of September 1 inspected these reserves, and found better and
-larger fields of potatoes and corn than anywhere else in the Superintendency. The
industry and perseverance of these Indians are most remarkable. The appearance
of their magnificent gardens would excite the admiration of the most advanced
agriculturalists. Their request for five bushels of seed wheat, a cradle and a breakin,
plough, is deserving of favorable consideration, although those articles are not includ
within treaty stipulations. Their school house, partially enclosed last year, is still
unfinished, although they expressed the greatest desire to have their children educated.
It is most deplorable that so little has been accomplished in establishing schools on the
different reserves comprehended within Treaty No. 3. Hitherto, only two, recognised
by the Government, were in operation among the thirty bands of Indians resident in.
the district; but recently, several others have been started.

Chief Maskeekeeininie states that Neesaudaway, his brother-in-law, who, with
every member of his family, died from small-pox, about two years ago, had upwards
of five acres outside of the reserve, which he occupied before and after the date of
treaty ; but after his death a white settler took possession of this location for a home-
stead, without giving any compensation to the relatives of the deceased for the
improvements made thereon, and they desire to be informed if their claims are valid
and will be recognized.

The Long Sault Reserves.

I inepected these rcserves on the 13th of September. The crops were largely
destroyed on Neshotai’s Reserve, by the cattle breaking into the gardens during the:
absence of the Indians. The corn and potatoes on Mawintopenessi's Reserve were
excellent. The mission school, opened here over a year ago, was closed, but, as the
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teacher was absent, I was unable to ascertain any reliable information concerning
the advancement made by the pupils while it was in operation.

The Hungry Hall Reserves.

I arrived here on the evening of the 13th of September, and hold & council with
the Indians during the night. These bands refused to acccept their annuities unless
the American Indians, whom the ‘agent was instructed not to recognize, were also
paid, The agent very properly declined to accede to th¢ir-demands, and proceeed
to make payments to the other bands, but, on his return, they gladly accepted their
money, and after his departure whiskey traders from acroes the river engaged with
impunity in their nefarious traffic, and 1 was informed that all the Indians there
were intoxicated. This was the only instance where unrcrupulous traders succeeded,
in defiance of law, in disposing of intoxicating liquors to tEe Indians on any of the
reeerves within this agency. The absence of this vile traffic during the payments
this year is rolely attributable to the indefatigable emergy of the constables
appointed for the purpose of preventing it.

The Indian Office in Winnipeg.

The business in connection with this office is transacted by me, with the assiste
ance of Messrs. Wright and Levecque, the superintendency clerks. Since the trans-
mission of my last annual report, 2,198 letters were received to date, an increase of
904 letters over the preceding year. On receipt of those letters, they are officially
stamped, registered, answered, fited, indexed, and an entry made of the action taken
thereon. o
The number of letters written during the year was 2,439, eovering 4,430 folios,
an increase of 856 letters and 1,492 folior overa corresponding interval last year,
All accounts are carefully audited before chequer are issued in payment. These trans-
actions are systematically entered in the books of accounts, a statement of which,
with vouchers, for cheques iesved from thie cffice. ard a Ledger Trial Balance is sent,
every mcnth, to the Department. The wholc expenditure for this Superintendency,
for the fiscal year ended the 30th day of June last, amounted to $104,568.24, and from
that period to date, $£0,064.01. During the former period 425 cheques had been
issued, viz., 326 from the Department and 83 from this office; and during tho latter,
176 cheques were issued, viz., 91 frcro the Department and 85 from this office. The
returns received from the diflerent &chocls reccgnized by the Government are
examined and payments made to the teachers . ; cheques, issued and payable here,
The number ¢f schools in operation duiing the year from which retnins have been
received, was twenty-four, an increase of reven, showing an attendance of 668 chil-
dren, an increase ot 160. The amount yaid to teachers assalary was $5,301, an
increare of $1.306.

These returns do not include several schools, not reported to this office,
under the yatrorage of the Methodist Mission Scciety. There are forty-one schoo
houtes within this Superintendency, of which rcventeen were erected during the
year. A register is kept in this cffice contsining a rummarized statement showin
the statistics of the various ectools. The morthly returps of provisions distribut
by the varicus sgents to destitute Indians, ard the balances in store are checked,
the quantities distributed every montb beirg regularly entered in the Provision
Book. An inventory of all supplier snd Goverrment property is kept in the Stock
Book here. The quantities of statiorery received and the distributions made there-
from are entered on the Record Book, fiom which a statement is forwarded quarterly
to the Department.

An Attendance Book is kept, in which the hour of arrival of the clerks is regu-
larly recorded, and sl the official work of this cffice is up to date,

1 would respectfully recommend that the Rev. Henry Cochrane, teacher of the
North St. Peter’s school, be awarded the first prize for having the best school; the
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Rev. Geo. Bruce, teacher of the Upper Fairford school, be awarded the second prize ;
Mr. Jules Tabouret be awarded the third prize; Rev. P. A. Madore be awarded the
fourth prize, and M:. Wm. Henry Priuce be awarded the fifth prize.

I may mention, in conclusion, that a number of haif-brecds who had been admitted
into treaty made application to be allowed to withdraw therefrom in accord-
ance with the conditions of the 14th section of the Indian Act, but inasmuch as the
land appropriated by the Government for satisfying half-breed claims is exhausted,
they are desirous to know when the land or scrip which they, as such, claim, will be
given them. :

All of which is respectfully submitted, together with my tabular statement to
date.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

E. McCOLL,
Inspector of Indian Agencies.

TreATY No. 6,
: Epmonron, N.-W.T., 26th August, 1884.
The Right Honorable
The Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.
Stg,—T have the houor to submit my Annual "Report for the year ended 30th
June, 1884, together with the tabular statement. .

During the yeur the sevéral bands have been very guniet and orderly, and, with
oOne or two exceptions, have made very satisfactory progress. The Government
girveyors e enoced a little difficulty with the Indians at Bear Hills and Wolf
Oreek, they objecting to lines being produced through the country which they

-¢laimed as reserves, although the reserves had not as yet been surveyed. The mattér

was amicably settled, however, by the surveyors moving away from that vieinity.
These Indians are very suspicious of surveyors working near their lands, having an
idea they will lose the sites selected by them for reserves.

' It gives me much pleasure to state that the Indians have made greater

rogress in agriculture this year than during the previous one, and much of this

mprovement I attribute to the able supervision of the Instructors, who were able to
ive their undivided attentfon to the work. Most of the bands put in large crops.
1 the grain and root erops promised good returns.

There are two exceptions to the general progress noted above, and these are
the bands of “Peegasis” at Lac la Biche, and *“Kecequanum,” at Beaver Lake.
Although they have received nearly as much encouragement as the others they do
not take kindly to agriculture. Peegasis, whose band is made up of French half-
breeds, very seldom remains with them, sometimes absenting himself from the band
for nearly a year at a time. Many of these half-breeds wish to withdraw from the
Treaty, if they would be allowed to do so without repaying the annuity money they
have received.

. All of the bands are short of work oxen and breaking ploughs, and if they were
better supplied they wounld be able to put in more crop. They are also short of carts
with which to move their hay and grain.

The past winter has been a very severe omne, and the Indians, more especially
the women and children, suffered much from the want of tents, clothin ang shoes.
This is owing to the scarcity of the buffalo, from which source they derived their
supply of tent leather, and the searcity of the moose, on which they depended for
moceassins,

As a general thing the health of the Indians has been good, and very few deaths
have been recorded. Nearly all of those who have been carried off died from con-
sumption, brought on by exposure.
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The storehouee at Snake Hills landing, intended to receive, from the steamers,
sapplies formerly landed at Victoria, has hecn completed, according to instructions,
it18 a good, substantial biulding, and well-aduped, both in convenience of location and
size, for the use intended. It is distant from Farm 16 about five miles, over a good
road.

A good, substantial storehouse has been erccted at Farm 16, which is intended
to receive the supplies as they are freighted from the river.

On account of the whitefish becoming scarcer each year, I have been enquiring
into the cause, and find, after a thorough investigation, that the decrease is the
result of the taking of fixh during their spawning season, when they congregate in
large numbers in ths shallow waters near the shore. If some steps are not taken to
do away with this custom the result will be the extermination of the white fish, and
thjs large food supply, provided by an All-wise Providence, will become a thing of
the past; will cause large additional expenditure by the Government, and will be a
serious loss to the native and white population which is so rapidly filling up the
country. In former years the froemen who hunted buffalo on the plains during the
summer congregated in large numbers in winter quarters, at Lake St. Ann’s, which
was famed for its whitefish, which they used to catch in large quantities. The
Hudson Bay Company, from this lake, used to get trom forty to fifty thousand fish
each winter to feed their men and train dogs, but at the present time it is doubtful
if eight thousand could be caught there. I only mention this a3 an example which
will apply with equal force to White Fish Lake, Lac la Biche, Saddle Lake, Pigeon
Lake, Whale Lake, and others.

In conclusion, I beg to state that I think the Government is to be congratulated
on the progress the Indians have made in this district during the season just past,
and I feel sanguine they will yet further improve their condition next year. As
most of them formerly obtained their subsistence by killing buffalo on the plains, it
is hard for them to give up the old roving life, and they are to be commended
for giving up the life in tents for one in comfortable houses built by themsclves; for
the large area of land they have broken and fenced, and for their general pro-
gress in agriculture.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

W. ANDERSON,
Indian Agent.

BaTTLEFORD, 26th October, 1884.
The Right Honcrable A
The Superinteident-General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Sir —-Having completed my in~pection of the Birtle district, 1 ncxt procceded to
the Indian Head district. I wax met at Broadview station by Mr. Agent McDonald,
and with him drove over to the reserves on Crooked Lakes. Upon arriving at the
instructor’s house-—Peter Howic in charge—I met Dr. F. Dodd. who was visiting
some sick Indians upon the reserves. For two of the patients he advized nourishment
in the shape of beef tea. This was furnished, and before leaving I had the satisfac-
tion of learning that the patients were in a fair way towards recovery, excepting one
who was far gone in consumption.

We first visited band No. 71. The old chief of this band, ¢ Loud Voice,” died
during the past winter, He was a very old man, and had been blind for seve-al
{ears. The band had made great progress iu farming since my visit last year. They

ad a large area of land in potatoes and wheat, the former promised very good crops;
the best I have seen this season; the wheat was short and much choked by wild
buckwheat; the turnips had been destroyed by the fly. Their land is well fenced, but
their houses ure the poorest descrijption of huts. Jacob Bear, an educ.ted and intel-
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ligent Indian, was in charge, as acting sub-instructor, and was doing very well. A
rather singular accident occured the day before my visit: a lodge had been struck by
lightning, and the inmates, a woman and a child, severely injured. The doctor visited
them. The woman was very ill, and the child may lose its sight.

“ Cha-ka-chas,” with a few followers, has settled here. Three men, with as man
yoke of uxen, were hard at work breaking new iand, and doing good work, of whic
they were seeming}]? proud. This band work their land as a commaunity, except-
ing Striped Back, Pierre Belanger, Kah -mah-kee-wan-za, or old Englishman, and
the late chief's adopted son, Oo-cha-pee-wee-as. These fonr farm upon their own
account. In addition to large fields which the band farms in common, the heads of
families have each a small garden. Big Bear sent one of his sons to these reserves
this spring, with a message that he was not receiving what he was promised by the
Government. :

Rev. Mr. Flett, Presbyterian Minister, is building a school house on this reserve,
and the Rev. Mr. McKay will have charge of it. He was building a residence just
across the river (off the reserve) from where the Indians are farming. The next day
we visited “ Kah kah-wis-ta-haw’s ” band. T may call this chief a wild Indian, having
80 recently settled down. He is a fine old man, physically, and & proper speciman
of the Fenimore Cooper Indian. He bad just returned from the “ Pie-a-Pot” dance,
and was well primed with complaints.

The sgent informed me that of the ten yoke of oxen he received this spring for
distribution in his district, he could spare this band only one yoke, but he promised
to buy them another yoke immediately ; also, that he would send them cross-cut and
whip saws. Their crops were very backward. One large field worked in common con-
tains eighteen acres of wheat, two ard three-quarters barley and six acres potatoes. A
few ,have separate fields, and the whole is well fenced. Their houses are not very
‘ghood. An excellent bridge has been built over the river opposite here, and I learn

at a compapy is about to erect a grist mill. This will prove a great boon to the
Indians, and I have no doubt will be profitable to the promoters of the enterprise.

Comees or Little Child’s Band.

. The chief of this band having remained so long out on the plains, is not so well
off a8 many of his people who settled four years ago. Some of these have done ex-
ceedingly well, and may be termed «elf-supporting, - Nee-pah--pah-ness purchased, for
the support of his family, fourteen sacks of flour since the spring. His live stock
consints of three cows, two ozen, one heifer, two steers, three calves, three horses,
two foals. He has planted—furnishing hix own seed—thirty-two bushels of wheat, five
burhels of barloy, thirty-four bushels of potatoes, and one acre of turnips, and has about
ten hushels of grain left in his granary Be has a mower and rake and double waggon;
in his boure, a good cook stove, chairs, table, clock, milk pans and churn. Of the others
who farm apon their own account and are doing well, may be mentioned “ Ne-kah-nee-
quin-ep,” who has nine acres of wheat, onehalf acre of potatoes, and one quarter acre
of turnips. This Indian’s farming operations were interfered with by & death in his
family about seeding time, and from superstition he for a time gavo up work and
abandoned his farm. “ Oh Soup ” hus six and a half acres of wheat, one acre of potatoes
and one-half acre of turnips.

“Sa-ta-lue” or “Yellow Legs,”” hus eight acres of wheat, one acre of potatoes, one

and a quarter acres of barley, besides turnips and carrots.

“ Louison ” hassix acres of wheat, one acre of barlcy, one and one-half acres of
potatoes.

“ Ah-king-kah-pem-pa-toot” has three acres of wheat and three-quarters of an acre
of potatoes.

Jacob Bear, has nine acres of wheat, one and a quarter acres of barley, and three
acres of potatoes.

“ Na-sa-a-gan "’ hag eight acres of wheat, one acre each of potatoes and of barley
and one-half acre of Lurnips.



[ParT 1] 139

Joseph Sprevier has six acres of wheat, three acres of potatoes and two acres of
turnips.

Gardé has twenty-five acres of wheat, nine acres of barley, four acres of potatoes
and two acres of turnips,

“ Pete-way-way-kee-sick ” has eight acres of wheat, one acre of potatoes, one-
quarter acre of turnips. This Indian has his land well fenced, a good house, and a good
cooking stove in it.

Most of the abovecrops looked exceedingly woll. ‘ Ne-pah-pah-ness’ ” grain
being the best 1 have seen this year. The land in crop was all well fenced ; some of
the houses excellent. On this reserve is a school house in course of erection. They
were short of ploughs; some in use should be *cast,”” being wornout. The agent
promised them that he would send them some as soon as this year’'s requisition ar-
rived. [ observed a new plough here, “ Nebraska Breaker.,” Itis a good plough,
but too wide a cut (fourteen inches) for our use. The chief, ‘ Camess,” promised
that he would keep his men at work and cut plenty of hay.

Yellow Calf Band.

The chief (headman) of this band is a smart young man, about thirty years of
age. They have moved from the part of their reserve where they first commenced
farming,—the soil there proving too light and gravelly,—to a point two and a-half
miles further south. On this account they have not a large crop, only nine acres ef
barley and a patch of potatoes. On the old place they planted four acres of potatoes
and some turnips. They number fourteen families, of ﬁft%-six souls, They pur-
chased for themselves last year a reaper, mower und rake. Their three ploughs were
in bad order. They had broken forty-three and a-half acres of land at their new
location, consequently they had not been idle, I tookan inventory at the farm of the

rovisions, implements, tools, live stock, &c., and audited the books, returns of which
will submit later.
Indian Head Agency.

I took an inventory of the stock on band here on 2nd of July, which, together
with an abstract of my audit of the books, I will submit in a fature report.

Accompanied by the agent, I visited the reserves in the neighborhood. Going
first o the Assiniboines, who came from the plains only last summer, [ found the
crops on Chief Jack’s reserve almost a failure. From the long continued drought the
potatoes (twenty-nine acres) had not vegetated but died away. The wheat (six and
one-half acres) looked pretty well, also the turnips (eleven acres). The total in crop
by this band was about fifty acres, and being their first year at farming, they were par-
ticularly dispirited in consequence. Thehand of death had dealt heavily with them
during the past year, forty-four having died as against four births, This includes
“ Long Lodge ” Band, The ration list showed two hundred and twenty-three souls.

Long Lodge Band, R. Portice in charge.

This is a small band of eighty-six souls. They had six acres of potatoes and two
of turnips, which were rather backward, but showed prospect of a fair crop.

¢ Pie-a-Pot” Reserve.

I found the instractor here alone, the Indians having left the reserve several weeks
before, to visitthe neighboring villages. A large crop of roots had been planted, viz.,
eighteen acres of potatoes and three acres of turnips and carrots. They did not promise
well, on account of the drought. The instructor was et;gaged in breaking up more land.
He reported forty-five deaths in the band(ration listnumbers three hundred and seventy
souls) on the reserve during their sojourn there of nine or ten months, but no births,
On each of these reserves I took inventories of the implements, supplies and live
stock, and audited the books. Instructor Taylor’s entries for issues for the month
of June were not sufficiently in detail to be satisfactory. I requested the agent to
have this remedied.
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During my journey of iuspection through the different reserves of this district,
I noted with pleasure the friendly feeling that existed between the agent and his
Indians ; how they looked up to him for advice, and the intimate knowledge he pos-
gessed of both their business and family affairs, and of all matters relating to the
Departmental business of his agency. Leaving the remainder of this district to be
visited on my return from the west, in the autumn, I next proceded to Treaty 7, and
commenced my inspection at

The Sarcee Reserve.

I was accompanied to this reserve by the sub-agent, Mr. Begg, and upon a
subsequent visit, some weeks later, by Mr. Agent Pocklington. I took an inventory
of the su;!)]plies, implements, tools, live stock, &c., audited and balanced the books,
finding the entries of receipts to agree with the agent’s books, Mr. Brown is the
aoting instructor, “Although a larger area of land than usual was planted this year
on this reserve and the crops promised well, [ was not favorably impressed with the
industry of the Indians. The instructor has made a move in the right direction
by breaking land at some distance from their present location for a portion of
the band. By removing them from the direct influence of the chief, which
he exercises in & manner inimical both to their interests and that of the De.

rtment, he may probably be able to get some of them to exert themselves
for the support of  their families. Someglodges were still at Calgary,the inmates
returning regularly, on ration mornings, for their supply of beef and flour. I attended
the issue of rations upon three different occasions, weighing and checking the: issues
both of beef and flour. I was not satisfied with the system of averaging the
“ offal " at thirty-five pounds each animal, and gave orders that in future it was to
be collected, weighed and entered in the books at its actual weight. I examined the
supplies, and found them equal to the requirements of the contracts. There were
ninety-seven acres in crop this year.

Stony Indians, Morley

In company with the agent and sub-agent I visited this resorve on the 12th of
August, e found very few Indians at home. I took an invertory of the flour,
bacon, implements and tools in the storehouse, and examined the books of the re-
serve, which are now in charge of the sub-agent. The flour (two hundred and one
sacks) tallied nearly with the -balance shown by the books. The actual quantity of
bacon on hand was two thousaad five hundred and thirty-six pounds, instead of ome
thousand seven hundred and sixty-two pounds, a8 shown by the hooks. I have great
confidence that the new system adopted this summer, with these Indiavs, will ulti-
mately result to their advantage, and, being christianized, they will, if driven by hard
times, apply to the Department for food instead of resorting, as is alleged against them,
to the illegal and criminal course of killing cattle. Some plan will, no doubt, be arvived
at by the Department, whereby those of them who desire to farm van be accommo-
dated with a reserve in & part of the country where agriculture can be carried on suc-
cessfully ; butuntil thisis done the present system should,in my opinion, be continued.
No regular round-up of their cattle herd has been made for several years It was the
intention of the agent to have one this aatumn, if the ranchers couald be induced to
take part in it. I am, therefore, unable to report its conlition, but the portious of
the herd that I saw, looked well,

The Sehool and Orphanage ,

under the auspices of the Methodist Church, was closed tor the summor holidays, and
I did not have the satisfaction of inspecting it. . I learned from the Rov. John Me-
Dougall, that it was in a fairly prosperous condition. The Indians have been, this
-80as0n, 80 little upon their reserves, that many children were unable to attend school.
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Piegan Reserve, P, T. Williams, Instructor.

I remained several days upon this reserve, as I wished to examine thoroughly
the method of rationing, particularly that of Kkilling, receiving and iswuing beef. I
came to the conclusion that the system of taking stock of the beef and flour on Jhand
after each day’s rationing, must be insisted upon, in order to arrive at the exact quantity
given out, and the entries in the books should be made accordingly. By caretully col-
lecting the « offul,” and weighing it into the ration house, alarge saving will be niade
to the Dopartment. Up to the time of my visit, the Indians were not being paid in
cash for butchering, as are those upon the Blood and Blackfoot Reserves, conse-
quently, the butchers endeavored to pay themselves with meat. However, by insisting
upon the contractors paying the Indian butchers cash, the instructor can get control
of the offul. Tho agent promised to see that this was carried out by the contractors,
Upon this resorve, as well as on others, proper appliances should be erected for the
butchering of tho cattle, for by so doing money will bo saved to the Department, as the
hanging up of the carcasses, during the process of skinning, will allow tho blood and
water to drain off. T estimate that from fifteen to twenty pounds in each animal
would be thus saved; and to encourage cleanliness in the performance of tho work, a
well should be dug, and a good pump put in. Lime i8 now used freely in the differ-
ent ration houses. There were two hundred and nineteen registered ration tickets.
Mr, Williams informed me, that from the time he took charge to the time of my
visit (two months), he had taken up twenty-seven false tickets,

Cattle Herd.

I will make this the subject of & special report. This band is reported as having
three hundred and ninety-nine horses. Three work oxen have been missing from
the reserve since last autumn, Once before they were lost and found at work in a
bull train, Tt is possible that such & thing may have oscurred again,

Farm Work.

I cannot bear witness to much advancement in agrisulture on this reserve during the
past two years. It occasionally happens, as here, that when Indians attain a certain de-
gee of advancement they cannotsee the necessity for further and continued effort. They

come indifferent, particularly when they are regularly rationed with beef and flour.
The band is divided into four settlements, known ag the upper, lower and centre
camps, and Big Swan across the river. The lower camp is that portion of the bands
uuder ‘minor chiefs “ Morning Plume” and “ Running Wolf.” Their principal crop
was potatoes, of which they had twelve acres, they were growing on theside of a hill
and were well hoed, but the field was very badly fenced. There were two acres of
wheat and one and one-half acres of turnips, or a little more than fifteen acres.
They have twenty-six houses and seven stables, but having been built four
or five years ago, when the band first settled, they are in very bad repair.

In the centre camp is “ Eagle Tail” the head chief. Their crop was five acres of
wheat, four and one-half acres of potatoes and one and one-quarter acres of turnips.
It was badly fenced, some places not being fenced at all. They have eleven houses
very much out of repair.

Upper camp is Chief “ Crow Eagle.” Their crop was one acre of wheat, two acres
of oats, twenty-two and one-half acres of potatoes, one acre of turnips and one half scre
of carrots. This crop was not promising much. An Indian named *Tow-wi-pé is
the head farmer. A heavy rain on the 25th July, during my visit did great damage
to the potato crop, washing the young plants in many cases out of the ground. A
good deal of broken ground here has no crop in this year, and is over-run with wild
sunflowers. The land is very badly fenced but being principally cropped with
potatoes, it does not suffer from the cattle. Tho turnips were sowed broad-
cast and allowed to take their chance with the weeds; the potatoes had
been well attended to, and but for the storm, had promised an excollent crop. There.
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are forty dwellings in this ‘“upper camp,” but all, with the exception of six
are old and dilapidated. Very few Indians were at home, and the members of
the band have not lived in their houses since the “ Sun dance.”

“ Big Swan ” across the river had twelve acres of wheat, ten acres of potatoes, one
acre of turnips, one-quarter acre of carrots and a garden of one-quarter of an acre. The
fencing was good and there was a promise of a fair crop. There are eight houses and a
few stables in this settlement, There are twenty-seven ploughs on the reserve, every
-one of them more or less out of repair I suggested to the agent that, directly after
hay making, the instructor should be directed to discharge three of his farm laborers
and the old interpreter who is worn out and useless; that an able bodied interpreter
who would be capable of assisting in the issue of rations, should be hired in his place;
then, with one white man and a woman cook, the wock would go on economically and
‘vivell. Any extra labor required could be had by employing Indians at 50 cents. per

ay.

School.

There was a school kept for part of last winter on this reserve. The teacher
‘'was a Creo Métis, named Falster, who, last year, was teamster to Mr. Agent Rae, at
Battleford.

The flour and other supplies were of good quality, and put up according to the
terms of the contract. I took an accurate inventory of the flour, bacon, tea, beef,
-agriocultural implements, tools, live stock, &c., and audited the books.

Blood Reserve.

I attended at the slaughtering ot the cattle and the issuing of the rations upon
several occasions on this reserve. The building of a pen by the contractors, in which
to slaughter, has been a move in the right direction, but there are still other
measures that can be taken with advantage, such as the erection of windlasses and
digging a well for a pump. The meat house windows should be furnished with wire
gauze, so that when open for purposes of ventilation, flies may not be able to enter.

A room to protect the Indians from the inclemency of the weather, while wait-
ing their turn, should be constructed, adjoining the ration house. I recommend the
same change regarding the receipt and issue of the heads, tongues, hearts, &c., as
at the Piegan Reserve. If followed implicitly, I believe it will result in a large
iavin.g to the Department,-besides promoting greater exactitude in the book-

eeping. .

pThe new agency buildings have been occupied since the spring. They are a
great improvement on anything our Department has yet had in buildings. They
consist of one ration house, twenty by forty feet; one flour store, twenty by forty
feet; one supply storehouse, eighteen by twenty feel; instructor’s house, office and
mess-room of seven rooms and a hall, sixty by twenty feet; men’s sleeping quarters,
sixteen by eighteen feet; Indian comncil room, eighteen by twenty feet; stable,
twenty by thirty feet, with hay loft; horse corral, fifty by sixty feet; hay corral,
twenty by eighty feet. The beef contractors have built a slaughter corral (pen), of
thirty by thirty foet.

The flour and other supplies were of good quality. I audited the books, and
‘found them well kept. The receipts shown therein agreed with the gquantities
charged against the reserve at the agency. I took an inventory of all Departmental
property upon the reserve.

Farm Work.

There has been steady improvement in agriculture amongst the members of
this tribe, but I cannot attribute itso much to their industry as to the assidnity
of the farming instractor, Mr. McCord. He is most iudefatigable in the perform-
-ance of his duties.
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Chief *“ Blackfoot Old Woman” has, in my opinion, the choicest land for farming
on the whole reserve. His crop consisted of five acres of oats, ten acres of potatoes
and three acres of turnips,

“ Bull Back Fat” had three acres of turnips and five of potatoes.

“ Button Chief.” Thisis a large camp, and aggregates a large crop, which consists
of three acres of wheat, forty nine acres of potatoes and three acres of turnips and
¢ arrots.

“ Woif Child” and head chief *“ Red Crow ” had forty-six and a half acres of pota-
toes and twelve acres of grain and seeds.

“ Mules” had thirteen acres of potatoes, three acres of wheat, two acres of onions
and five acres of barley. This is the first year they had any crop worth counting.

In addition to the above, there are other small patches of gardens,

The death rate upon this reserve has been high during the past year, eighty-two
adults, and forty-four children up to the age of fourteen years having died. Only eight
births were recorded, viz., six girls and two boys.

Indian Office, Fort Mac I eod.

I audited the books, took an inventory of the supplies, agricultural implements,
tools, &c., on hand, and examined into their quality and condition. I found every-
thing generally satisfactory, and the books have been well and regularly kept since
Mr. Lash was appointed cl):ark, in December last.

Daybook and ledger contain copies of every voucher issued.

Register of letters received and properly written up to date.

Letter book, with index, was duly written up.

Order book, containing entries of all issues as well as receipts.

Triplicates of school returns were regularly filed. '

| And all quadruplicates of vouchers, and all letters were properly backed and
filed. -
I found the issve of flour here somewhat less per head than at the Blood
Reserve, and there was some discontent regarding it. The chief, Crowfoot, wished
also that those of his men who assisted in issuing rations should be paid the same
wages ($13 per month) as those who perform similar duty upon the Blood Reserve.

The quality of flour and other provisions was excellent. The Indians had taken
a prejudice against bacon, and as 1ts issue was but a very slight saving to the De-
partment, I recommended that it should be temporarily discontinued, pending your
action in the premises. The beef being a home production, it will give great satis-
faction to the ranchers if the Department continues its issue solely.

In other respects, the Indians appeared contented. I took a close inventory of
the provisions, other supplies and live_stock, upon this reserve. I found all supplies
stored here; oven those intended for the general use of the district were in charge
of the farm storekeeper and issuer of rations, Mr. Wilson. I directed Mr. Sub-Agent
Begg to resume charge of all district stores, making his issues to the Blackfoot Cross-
ing Reserve precisely the same and with as much formality as to those reserves at a
distance. The Department suffered considerable loss from provisions being damaged
by a freshet in the Bow River, shortly before my visit. The water rose four teet
above previous high water mark. A very suitable place for new buildings
will be on the next bench, about a mile west of the present location. These are very
much necded, as the present buildings are those hurriedly run up for temporary
accommodation.

Farm Work.

My remarks upon the farm work of the Blood Reserve are also applicable here.
Crowfoot camp had forty-one acres in crop.

School.

The Roman Catholics have 4 mission here, and purpose to conduct a day school
at an early day.
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North Blackfoot Reserce.

These Indians have made very good progress in farming since my Jast visit, but
ihere is yet great room for improvement, Their total acreage is one hundred and
forty-one. The crops looked very well, but were ralher backward. Turnips here,
as in other places iu the North-West, do not thrive when sown broadcast.

I took an inventory of the Departmental property on the reserve, examined
into the quality of the provisions, &c., and found each sack of flour correct in weight
and satisfactory in quality. The supplies required at this reserve should, in fature,
be delivered in the Departmental storehouse on the reserve. The nearest railway
station is Gleitchen.,

I recommended to the agent that the same course should be pursued with regard
to the receipt and issue of the offal as that upon the other reserves. New and more
suitable buildings should be provided here for the accommodation of the em-
ployees ; and upon all the reserves, whenever practicable, the employees should be
married men, and comfortable buildings for their lodging should be provided.
Slanghter pens and windlasses, &c., should be buili, and wells sunk.

School.

The Church of England has built a comfortable residence for the missionary, the
Rev. Mr. Tims, and intends to open a day school in connection therewith at an
early day.

Industrial School, High River.

The building not being as yet turned over to pur Department by the Board of
Works, I did not visit it.

I have much pleasure in stating that both Mr. Agent Pocklington, and Mr, Sub-
Agent Begg, afforded me every assistance in bringing my inspection to a successfal
issue. They are both taking great interest in their work, and appear desirous to do
all in their power to conduct the business ot the treaty with strict economy and in-
tegrity.

ng next proceeded to the Edmonton district, and commenced my inspection on
the 24th August, at Battle River, where the Sharphead band of Stoneys have located
areserve. They have about fifteen acres in crop, one-half of which is potatoes which
have done well, but the grain will hardly ripen before the frost. They have com-
menced building houses, but all their operations were brought to a standstill by the
chief’s son, Isaac, dying a tew days before my visit. The whole band immediately
left the reserve, and were camped near the trail where it crosses the river. They
will handly return again until after the treaty payments. This proceeding has very
much embarassed their instructor, Mr. Alwyn, who was working hard to induce them
to settle, A few Indians from Morley have come here, and request to be allowed to
join this band. As the reserve is & good one in every respect, and there is plenty of
room, I would recommend that they may be allowed, and.others be encouraged to
come.

Bobtail Reserve.

At the leanings of Batile River, ¢ Cayotte,” Bobtail’s son, has a good field of"
barley and potatoes. Both crops were ripe, the former looking remarkably well,
having escaped the frost. The old chief has enlarged his field, and had good crops of
wheat, barley, potatoes and turnips. I found them cutting their barlgy. Several
other Indians have large fields of mixed crops, the most prominent being Councillor
“Ta.we-ow-e-8is.” I would like to see this man encouraged; he has a large family,
and is a good worker. I would recommend the loan to him upon the usual
terms of a yoke of oxen, and & plough and harrows., He is now entirely dependent
upon the pleasure of his chief for the use of these, and as chiefs do not like to see
their men get too far ahead of them, he has beén denied their use when most re-
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quired. I had the cattle driven up. They have seventeen head, all were in good con-
dition, and the Indians appeared very fond of them.

Sampson Band.

The farming instructor, Mr. Lucas, met me at this reserve, and remained with
me throughout my inspection of the reserves and bands under his supervision. This
is the largest band in Peace Hills, and they have made very great advancement in
farming this year. Their grain was ripe and had escaped the frost. The Indians
were very busy in every fleld but were very short of grain cradles. The chief’s
house is a large floored building of hewn timber. I visited their fields, and it gave me
much pleasure to see the crops so fine and so well fenced.

Ermine Skin’s Reserve.

I found this chief hard at work in the barley field. In the evenirg I went to
his tent, as he said that he and his headmen wished to talk to me. Lhis I gave
him an opportunity to do, spending the whole evening with them in their council

lodge.
Muddy Bull.

This is not a distinct band, but they work and receive acsictance independently.
Arriving amongst them in the forenoon, I found four men and seven women working
in the barley field. These, with nine children, made a busy scene, and could it have
been witnessed by doubters in the east, it would somewhat have shaken them
in their belief that we will accomplish nothing in attempting to make this generation
of Indians, farmers. The men were cradling the grain, and the women raking and
binding. In another part of the field were growing as fine potatoes and turnips as
I have ever seen. They have three cows and two yoke of oxen, but one of the oxen is
baulky. .

From this point I proceeded across the country to Farm 18, better known as
Peace Hills Farm. The orders to the instructor not to work this farm, have
been carried out; but Mr. Lucas’ brotheris living in the large unfinished house, and
has in on the farm a large crop of wheat, barley and oats. The buildings proposed
to be erected for the accommodation of a farming instructor, on Sampson’s Reserve,
should be commenced withont delay. Those on Farm 18, together with the
improvements in fencing and breaking, could probably be disposed of ata good price,
but I am decidedly of the opinion that it is not to the advantage of the Department
to keep up any establishment at that point, and the sooner the change could be
made the better. Mr. Moss was acting as storekeeper and clerk for the farm agency
and reserves. I audited the books, and took an inventory of the supplies, implements,
tools and live stock on hand; of which I will report fully at my earliest opportunity.

Mr, Instructor Lucas is8 most indefatigable in his personal supervision of the
work of the bands under him. The Indians have absolute faith in him, and work
cheerfully under his direction.

I arrived at Edmonton Angust 28th, and the next day took stock of the goods on
hand in the storehouse (returns of which I will send in later), and inspected the
office, auditing the books and accounts, I have much pleasure in testifying to the
efficiency in their respective positions, of the clerk, Mr. Mitchell, and Calder the
storeman. At no point have I found the books and stores better kept, the system of
book keeping being excellent.

Pass-Pass-Chase Band.

There Indians are much as usual ; a few of them attempt farming, and they all
come very regularly to the Indian office, monthly or oftener, for flour and bacon.

In company with the agent, I went to farm 17, on 1st September, Instructor
O'Donnell in charge. I took stock and audited the books. O'Donnell has in crop on
:his farm sixteen acres of barley. There will be & largeyield, as the crop is an excel-

ent one,

3—10
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Alexander’'s Band.

If these Indians succeesfully harvest their grain, they will do well having nearly
one hundred acres of barley alone. It was ripe, and with the exception of one field
‘had escaped the frost. The change from last year is remarkable. Then, the portion
-of their crop that had not been destroyed by hail was afterwards frozen. It is to
be regretted ihat they have so few potatoes (five acres). On account of ihe total
failure of the crop in 1883, they had no seed, and the quantity sent by the agent was
inadequate for the number of the band. A pleasing matter to note here is, that every
man or woman, head of a family, in this band, has some orop. The chief is building
& new house for himself. His neighbor, Chief Michel, and his band have purchased
a reaper for themselves. The band cattle have done well, excepting that they have
always had so large a proportion of bull calves ; the herd, in consequence, does not
increase very fast. They have put up a large quantity of hay.

Michel's Band.

The crops upon this reserve are excellent, and one cannot realize that he is driving
through an Indian reserve. The large fields, strong, straight fences, and good log
‘houses, in the midst of a surrounding country of mixed wood and prairie, aloyost
lead one to fancy that he is passing through some of the newly settled districts of
Ontario,

For the first time here, the crops have escaped both hail and frost. The pro-
portion of their root crop is too small. Five acres of potatoes is altogether too little
for a band.

. Alexis’ Band.

This band has done exceedingly well this year, and has, besides wheat and barley,
-eight acres of potatoes.

Tommy la Potack Band

‘has made steady progress.. The death of the chief this year somewhat unsettled
them,

Schools,

I visited the mission school at St. Albert. It happened to be the opening day
-after the holidays. There was an attendance of fifty-eight in the classes; but the
older children were all busy in the harvest fields connected with the institution. The
children passed a very creditable examination—the youngest in reading and spelling -
iin the primer, and the higher classes in advanced English and French Readers and
in grammar and geography. I inspected tho dormitories, which were fitted up with
much comfort, and were patterns of neatness and cleanliness. I wasshown excellent
needle and fancy work and knitting, all the labor of the girls; rolls of flannel, spun,
woven and dyed by them from their own wool. They have 108 pupils on their roll,
thirty of them being treaty Indian children. Teo much praise cannot be bestowed
upon the accomplished ladies who devote their life to this work. The day schools on
the reserves at Battle River were closed for the midsammer holidays.

I have much pleasure in stating that the supplies of tools and implements
furpished in this district by the contractors this year, have been receivedp in goud
-order, are equal to samples and that each sack of flour is of correct weight,

Yictoria District,

I arrived here on the 26th of September, having the day before passed through
the Wah-shu-ta new settlement of Indians, Their progress has been small in farming
since my visit last year. They have built a fow good houses and as they are very

- adroit hunters, I have no doubt bat that they will get along without much assistance
from the Department during 