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AFANT thanks our Major Sponsors and Gold Corporate Members… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The businesses listed here have an interest in recreational fishing in the Northern Territory and, as Corporate 
members, they support the work that AFANT does to promote and further the development of our sector. 
They add to AFANT’s voice when we speak on behalf of our industry and they provide valuable input to our 
organisation. We urge all AFANT members to recognise the support of these businesses by choosing to use 
their products and services. 
 
Corporate Membership of AFANT is open to businesses with an interest in recreational fishing. Membership 
is acknowledged on our website and we provide a link to the members’ own website. Corporate members 
receive our newsletters and window signage identifying them as AFANT supporters. AFANT offers three 
levels of Corporate Membership: Gold, Silver and General. 
            

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
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AFANT thanks our Silver Corporate Members and Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CORPORATE MEMBERS 
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AFANT thanks our Corporate Members and Sponsors 
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AFANT Staff 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Governance Update 
 
 
In accordance with the NT Associations Act and the AFANT Constitution the Elected Committee and the 
Executive, are charged with the responsibility for the governance and strategic management of the association. 
The CEO is charged with the management of day to day operations, in accordance with agreed strategy. Some 
important governance updates for 2019/20 include: 
 

• The Governance sub-committee comprising members of the AFANT Elected Committee (Roxsean 
Edwards, Josie Short & Geoff Bird) and the CEO, reviewed, updated, or authored the following policies: 

o Committee Conflict of Interest Policy 
o Staff Conflict of Interest Policy 
o Register of Interests 
o Committee Member Role and Responsibilities Protocol 
o Web and Social Media Terms of Use Policy 
o Pandemic Response Policy 

 
• Following constitutional reform in 2019, The 2019/20 year saw the alignment of AFANT’s financial year 

in line with the conventional financial year (July 1 – June 30) 
 

• The Governance Sub-committee is currently reviewing and updating several policies and procedures 
including in the areas of procurement, financial delegation, and Committee Member recruitment 

 
Training since last Annual Report 

• Assistant Secretary/Treasurer Josie Short completed a Certificate in Not-for-Profit Governance 
• CEO David Ciaravolo Completed a Diploma of Not for Profit Business Governance 
• Administration Officer Joanne Rudd completed governance and financial systems training 
• Four Committee Members completed formal governance training 

Joanne Rudd 
Administration Officer 

 

David Ciaravolo  
Chief Executive Officer 
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President’s Report 
As I reflect on AFANT’s 40th year representing our recreational fishing community, it is 
fair to say that we have seen a lot of changes and a lot of challenges over that time. 
Though navigating our way through a global pandemic, as we have had to in 2020, is 
certainly a first for us, as it has been for everyone. 
 
I would like to acknowledge that over a period of four decades, AFANT's legacy and 
accomplishments are in no small part due to the dedication and commitment of our 
incredible community and our members. It requires no exaggeration on my part, to say 
that here in the NT, we are the envy of so many Australian recreational fishers. This is not only because of the high 
quality and diverse fishing experiences we have on offer, but also due to the genuine community leadership of our 
sector. I pay tribute to all the volunteers, the individuals from all walks of life, the businesses, and the fishing clubs 
that have contributed to a history we can all be very proud of.  
 
I take this opportunity to thank the AFANT Committee for their service over the past 18-months. To our experienced 
Committee Members Dennis, Rocky, Geoff, Josie, Evan, Megan and Bomber; as well as to Alastair and Brent who as 
new Committee members have contributed generously during their first term. I also thank Melita who finished up 
her service earlier this year. I acknowledge all their valuable contributions and their steady hands in guiding our 
organisation in pursuit of our objectives. 
 
Every year I make a point to thank our staff, our CEO David and our Administration Officer Joanne. This year 
especially, they have had to dig deep, and to be resilient to big changes in their work-life. I am pleased to say that 
not only have they pulled through a tough year, but they have thrived. They worked hard to ensure that clear and 
accurate information was always available to recreational fishers throughout the peak of the COVID crisis; even when 
the rules and regulations were changing day by day. On top of their usually full agenda, and while working from 
home, they moved AFANT out of the tired old office at Malak, and as I write this report, AFANT now has a brand 
new and vibrant office at Stuart Park.  
 
As I have touched upon, the COVID 19 crisis was a tough time for many, and at a time when so much was going 
wrong, the health and wellbeing benefits that come from going out fishing, have never been so important. Managed 
correctly, recreational fishing was a safe, physically-distanced activity that anyone could participate in, and it helped 
them to get away from the stresses during the worst of pandemic lockdown. As bans on gathering, and other 
activities like organised sport came into effect, and as we watched fishing bans roll out in other States, at AFANT we 
knew how important it would be to do all that we possibly could to keep Territorians fishing.   
 
At the peak of the crisis, the AFANT team worked closely with the Northern Territory Government, with Minister 
Kirby, with NT Fisheries, NT Parks and the Police to ensure that our website and our social media accounts became 
a one stop shop for accurate and up to date information for the fishing community. I want to thank all our partners 
for working so closely and constructively with us. Most importantly, I want to thank our community, and the vast 
majority of fishers who followed the rules, who watched out for the latest updates, and who got on board to help 
keep the Territory safe, and to help keep the Territory fishing. 
 
In addition to the unique challenges of 2020, the regular work that AFANT does to represent the interests of 
recreational fishers has continued. Through our professional engagement, we have maintained our commitment to 
ensure that our sector is respected by government and other key stakeholders. AFANT has maintained membership 
of a wide range of management, research, and advisory committees, in the areas of fisheries and the environment, 
as well as, infrastructure development, water resources, onshore shale gas, and Blue Mud Bay negotiations. 
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In June of last year, along with the Northern Land Council, the Territory Government, the Seafood Council and the 
NT Guided Fishing Industry Association, we took an important step forward in Blue Mud Bay negotiations with the 
signing of the Heads of Agreement at Nitmiluk. The agreement sets out a mutual understanding to progress this 
complex issue which remains unresolved since the 2008 High Court decision. Over the past 18-months it is fair to 
say there has been less progress than we had hoped for. Yet AFANT remain at the table. We are actively working 
with all parties, and we now expect the newly signed Action Plan between the NLC and the NTG, will bring results 
soon. Not only in the form of a two-year extension of the permit waiver, but real benefits for Traditional Owners and 
of course, enduring long-term access agreements to allow recreational fishing to continue in the rivers and coasts 
that we love, and have for so long advocated protection for. 
 
In advocating for a healthy environment, AFANT is proud to have contributed to the establishment of new Water 
Allocation Plans that have secured environmental flows for some of our most important rivers. In the Daly River, 
81.5% of flow from the Oolloo Aquifer is now guaranteed for the environment. In the case of the Katherine Water 
Allocation Plan, there is still more work to be done. However, the new plan was used to good effect this year when, 
for the first time ever, water allocations were cut by 40%. This should ensure that spring flows will continue to feed 
the Katherine River during this build-up season. We look forward to continuing to contribute to water planning, with 
a focus on the headwaters of the Roper River, as well as the Howard catchment where there is still much to be done.   
 
Although it remains a core focus for AFANT, it is becoming increasingly apparent that a bright future for recreational 
fishing is about more than just fisheries management and regulation. We must continue to grow as custodians and 
advocates of a healthy environment. I am therefore proud to recognise our partnership with OzFish Unlimited, which 
is aimed at engaging recreational fishers to become active in looking after fish habitat. Were it not for the 
intervention of COVID this year, we would have already added a fish habitat project officer to our team, thanks to 
funding through the NT Recreational Fishing Grants and OzFish. So, watch this space in 2021, because we have some 
exciting plans in the pipeline. 
 
Pitching in and contributing to fisheries management and research is not new for AFANT and our members. We 
have been coordinating a successful Barramundi tagging research program with NT Fisheries for 20 years. I want to 
thank the nearly 100 AFANT volunteers who are part of this program, and next year, as we bring our program into 
the 21st century with the new AFANT Research Mobile App, we look forward to being able to recruit more volunteers. 
Using new technology, we also hope to be able to collect other types of data that will help to inform better 
monitoring and management of key fisheries. 
 
No one could have missed that 2020 was an election year. At AFANT, elections are always a time to reflect on the 
delivery of previous commitments and to work on a policy agenda with the aim of winning broad support for actions 
and investments that our sector needs. As we assess the past four years and the $50M commitment to recreational 
fishing, there are certainly developments worthy of celebration. The most recent being the $8M Artificial Reef 
program, which has seen the deployment of four football field sized reef systems, designed to enhance recreational 
fishing experiences. We also look forward to the results of the $1M NT-wide Recreational Fishing Survey, which will 
update key catch and economic figures that are now 10 years old. 
 
Yet it has not all been smooth sailing. There has been a significant underspend in the program, and key projects 
have not been started, never mind completed. Other issues like the failure of the Dundee Boat Ramp to live up to 
expectations, and the deterioration of the Corroboree ramp have also emerged and will require attention. Our CEO 
and I have met with the relevant ministers, and it is our understanding that the original commitment of underspent 
funds remains on the table over the coming term. Additionally, a range of key policies AFANT sought support for, 
received clear tri-partisan commitments in the lead up to the 2020 election, and so these policies are now supported 
by the returned Labor government. 
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AFANT welcomes the appointment of the NT’s first Minister for Recreational Fishing. It is fitting that the best place 
to fish in Australia should have its own dedicated Minister. We look forward to working with the Minister in their 
new portfolio, and we hope the Minister for Recreational Fishing can be the nimble and effective advocate our sector 
needs. It must be recognised that so many of the key policies needed to support a bright fishing future, require the 
engagement and support of multiple government departments and agencies, and we intend to work closely with 
the Minister on achieving this. 
 
There is no denying the fact that the COVID 19 pandemic has delivered real challenges for Federal and Territory 
budgets. Decreased revenue and increased costs have hit the budget bottom line, and the uncertainty around the 
timing and pace of a recovery is now part of our immediate economic future. Yet there is opportunity here for 
recreational fishing infrastructure projects to be part of that much needed recovery.  
 
Investment in new or improved access and roads, boat ramps and fishing platforms can help to stimulate the 
economy and provide benefits. Not just during construction, but also through the delivery of productive 
infrastructure and improved diversification in the NT’s fishing tourism offering. Recreational fishing has proven over 
and over that not only is it a great way to ensure locals spend their money here in the Territory, but it brings people 
to the Territory to spend money with fishing guides, on accommodation, hospitality, retail and other services. As an 
industry based upon experiences, recreational fishing does not need to rely heavily on harvest or extraction. It is 
sustainable, and with the correct strategic investments, the benefits can be enduring and future proofed.  AFANT 
will continue to urge the Northern Territory Government to focus on key developments, including infrastructure and 
regulatory reform. We look forward to seeing improvements at Dundee, the construction of a land-based fishing 
platform for Darwin, and of course securing free public access to Point Stuart.  
 
I want to thank Terry Holtz for gifting an easement across his property at Point Stuart. This has paved the way for a 
free public access route to the boat ramp. AFANT have long advocated for this project and let me be clear, the first 
priority must be ensuring access for fishers that cannot be locked off or charged for. Point Stuart has real potential, 
but there have been a lot of figures flying around regarding how much this project will cost or should cost. AFANT 
have advocated for a staged approach to this project. This should begin with aligning the access road across the 
new easement. We want to see Point Stuart access developed, yet this can be done in the context of the other 
projects and priorities that also require attention within the available budget.  
 
I look forward to the challenges and opportunities that lay ahead. We have a lot catch up on after a disruptive year. 
In addition to the usual business of representing and communicating with fishers, AFANT will be focused on 
contributing to the Barramundi review, so that we can optimise our premier recreational fishery. We are ready to 
work with pastoralists and the Government on their commitment to improving access to fishing waters across 
pastoral lands, in accordance with the objects of the Pastoral Land Act. We need to see a genuine improvement in 
the amenity at the Dundee Beach boat ramp, as well as progress on long-term solutions to improve intertidal access 
agreements with Traditional Owners. On top of all of this, it is time to produce a new NT Recreational Fishing 
Development Plan to guide our sector going forward, as well as a new organisational strategic plan for AFANT. 
 
Here’s hoping that 2021 brings less challenges and more reasons to celebrate. May La Nina influence the monsoon 
to hang around and work its magic this Wet and set us up for a bumper run-off. Let’s continue to work together for 
an even brighter fishing future. 
 
Good fishing, 

 
  
 
 

Warren de With 
President  



AFANT Annual Report 2019/20    10 
 
 
 

A word from our CEO 
 

If I had been asked at the start of 2020, AFANT’s 40th year representing fishers, to list 
the key issues and challenges that lay ahead, I would have predicted that Blue Mud 
Bay negotiations, the Territory Election and some of our new projects would be right 
up there. Yet by late February, our focus solidly shifted to setting up our team to work 
from home, making major amendments to a number of projects, having all of our 
meetings via Zoom, and spending months focused on delivering up to date pandemic 
mitigation information to recreational fishers. For much of this time, our focus was to 
stay safe and do what we could to keep Territorians fishing.  

Despite the enormous challenges, there is also a feeling of accomplishment this year. The pandemic forced us to be 
resilient, and to focus on what is important, our health, our safety, and our community. We learned quickly how we 
can work smarter by adopting technology to our advantage. And we proved that our strong professional 
relationships with government and other organisations paid dividends when trust mattered most.  

During the peak of the pandemic response, AFANT worked closely with the Minister’s office, Fisheries NT, Parks, and 
NT Police, to ensure that clear and sensible advice was available for the fishing community. By getting timely and 
accurate messages out through our webpage and social media, we provided a one stop shop for information on 
fishing related health and travel regulations. Our Facebook posts were routinely reaching between 40,000 to 100,000 
people and it was not uncommon to receive upwards of 30 phone calls per day, with requests for information or 
clarification of rules. 

I want to thank our Administration Officer, Joanne, for her resilience and dedication in seamlessly transitioning our 
work from our office at Malak to working from home on the cloud. I also thank the AFANT Committee and especially 
our President for being principled, supportive, flexible, and for embracing new priorities and meeting technologies. 
Of course, the biggest thanks go to our incredible fishing community for staying engaged and following the rules. 
This ensured that while other activities and sports faced bans, and while fishers in some states couldn’t go out fishing, 
here in the NT, people could enjoy casting a line with their families, right at the time when they most needed to 
access the vast health and wellbeing benefits that come from going fishing.  

While the pandemic was a disruption to some of our plans, over the course of this reporting period, there was still a 
lot that was achieved by the AFANT team. We continued to represent fishers across a range of fisheries, and other 
policy areas. We tackled emerging issues, including the need for action on the Dundee Boat Ramp and our team 
prepared and lodged a number of submissions on a range of issues including environmental protection, Water 
Allocation Plans, Commonwealth fishery resource sharing and responding to Environmental Impact Statements for 
development proposals. 

A highlight from late 2019 was the National Recreational Fishing Conference in Hobart. In addition to myself, the NT 
delegation included two AFANT Committee members, a young Larrakia Ranger, and Fisheries NT Staff. It was an 
excellent opportunity to exchange ideas, to learn from one another, and to help support the next generation of 
community leaders. For me personally, presenting an address on Blue Mud Bay and the future of recreational fishing 
in the context of Land Rights, to a room full of national leaders in recreational fishing representation, research, media 
and management was both a wonderful opportunity and nervous challenge. Yet it hit home for me that in so many 
ways the NT recreational fishing sector punches well above its weight. Whether through the journey to better work 
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with Traditional Owners for mutual benefits, grassroots care for fish stocks, our long term support for citizen science, 
or the genuine inclusivity and diversity in our community; so much of what we do remains ahead of the curve. 

Now more than ever, it takes a complexity of policy settings and investment decisions across a range of areas to 
maintain and best develop the NT’s world class recreational fisheries. Understanding this, AFANT sent a 
comprehensive questionnaire covering seven key policy areas to all parties contesting the NT election. The responses 
received were collated and published to help inform fishers about where the major parties stood on key issues. In 
this year’s unique three-cornered contest, it was very pleasing to receive broad tri-partisan support for the vast 
majority of positions AFANT put forward. Once again confirming, that politicians and policymakers continue to 
understand the importance of recreational fishing to the Northern Territory. 

With the worst 
disruptions of the 
COVID 19 pandemic 
hopefully behind us, 
the next year is set to 
look brighter, as we 
gear up for the 
challenges and 
opportunities that 
lay ahead from our 
new office at Stuart 
Park. Key areas of 
focus will include 
working with the 
Committee on a new 
Strategic Plan and 
further governance 
reform to modernise 
and optimise our organisation. We are looking forward to the Barramundi fishery review, something that we won 
support for at the 2020 election. With a reinvigorated focus and energy, hopes are high that genuine progress on 
Blue Mud Bay negotiations can be realised. We also have several exciting fish habitat and recreational fisher research 
projects already in the pipeline. 

So here is hoping the wet season is much kinder to us this time, charging up our aquifers and inundating the vast 
floodplains of the Top End. Fingers crossed for a big run-off and great year ahead. 

Tight lines, 

 

David Ciaravolo 
CEO 

 

 

The new AFANT office at Stuart Park is vibrant and light filled. Conveniently located in 
a busy precinct close to the city and the Dinah beach ramp, it is an ideal base for our 
busy and growing organisation. 
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AFANT’s key activities 
AFANT has continued to ensure strategic actions, projects and representations are delivered for the benefit of 
the Northern Territory’s’ recreational fishers and the clubs, associations and businesses that make up our 
vibrant sector.    

AFANT’s key strategies are to:  

• Represent and advocate for the interests of all recreational fishers in the NT;   
• Protect and enhance the quality of the fishing experiences and resources that are available to Northern 

Territory and visiting anglers;   
• Participate in the management and co-management of recreational and other fisheries; 
• Support, participate and coordinate recreational fisher involvement in fisheries research; 
• Provide representation and advice to governments and others on recreational fishing issues; 
• Maintain and improve access to recreational fishing opportunities; 
• Promote and advocate for ethical, sustainable, safe, and legal fishing practices; 
• Liaise constructively with other organisations on matters of mutual interest; 
• Promote, and be an advocate for, fish habitat and protection of the environment when it has the 

potential to impact on recreational fishing.  

 

Communication 
 

At AFANT, we strive to keep our members and supporters updated on the important issues. From media 
releases and web updates, to issue-based email campaigns and social media posts. If you have in interest in 
fishing, we urge you join as a member or as an “I Love Fishing” supporter, and follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram.  Fishers can also contact us through Facebook messenger, email, phone, or catch us in our new 
office at 19/90 Francis Bay Drive, Stuart Park.  
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Management Advisory, Research & Working 
Committee memberships 
 
 
AFANT is formally engaged in a range of committees and organisations related to the management of fisheries, 
lands, waters, and the broader environment. Through our active involvement, we have sought to ensure that 
the interests and perspectives of the recreational fishing community were professionally represented during 
2019/20.  
 
 
Fishery Committee Memberships (organisational, individual, or observer): 
 

• Recreational Fishery Advisory Committee 
• Mud Crab Fishery Management Advisory Committee 
• Offshore Snapper Fisheries Advisory Committee 
• Coastal Line Fishery Management Advisory Committee / Advisory Group 
• Spanish Mackerel Fishery Advisory Group 
• Offshore Net and Line Fishery Advisory Group 
• Aquarium Fishery Advisory Group 

 
 
Other Committees and working groups: 

• Onshore Shale Gas Community and Business Reference Group 
• Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee 
• North Marine Parks Advisory Committee 
• Wurrahiliba Management Committee  
• Dhimurru Indigenous Protected Area Committee 
• Kakadu Tourism Consultative Committee 
• Howard Water Advisory Committee 
• Katherine Tindall Water Advisory Committee 
• Oolloo Water Advisory Committee 
• Tindall Mataranka Daly-Waters Water Advisory Committee 
• FRDC Yanyuwa Economic Development Research Project Steering Committee 
• CSIRO Beetaloo Geological and Bioregional Assessment Program User Panel 
• Dundee Beach Boat Ramp Working Group 

 
 
Other Memberships: 

• Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation 
• NT Water Safety Advisory Council  
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Election 2020:  NT Parties support policies 
for a bright recreational fishing future 

 
With thousands of members and 30,000 
constituents from all walks of life, AFANT 
understands there is no “typical” recreational 
fisher.  There are, however, a range of values and 
policy matters that are essential to supporting 
NT fisheries and ensuring high quality fishing 
experiences are maintained into the future. 
 
In early July 2020, AFANT put 24 questions, 
across 7 key policy areas, to the major parties 
contesting the 2020 Northern Territory Election. 
The process was designed to ensure all political 
parties were aware of, and committed to, the 
policies needed to support recreational fishing 
in the Territory and help inform recreational 
fishers where each party stood on the important 
issues. 
 
The responses received from each party were collated and entered as direct quotes into the tables of the AFANT 
2020 Election Policy Questionnaire Response document. This document, along with the full responses received, 
and links to the individual party policy papers, were made available on our website and advertised on social 
media. 
 
We were pleased to secure significant support for many of the key policy questions raised in the Policy 
Questionnaire. While support from the three major parties for the policies important to the recreational fishing 
sector was broad, the details of the responses from each party did differ. AFANT encouraged fishers to 
download the AFANT 2020 Election Policy Questionnaire Response document to see for themselves. 
 
At the time, AFANT’s CEO David Ciaravolo said “AFANT is proud of our work to ensure that our community’s 
vision for an exciting and inclusive fishing future has been largely supported by those contending to lead the 
Territory”. Noting that “The Territory’s three major parties have each provided a comprehensive response to 24 
questions posed in the AFANT Policy Questionnaire, and each party also supporting the sector through the 
release of their own recreational fishing policy documents”. 
 
Prior to the poll, AFANT President Warren de With explained AFANT’s clear role in the lead up to the election, 
saying “We will never tell people how to vote and we are committed to working with any future Government 
to ensure that our shared vision for a bright fishing future becomes a reality”. 
 
With support secured for so many key policies, we look forward to working with the returned Labor Government 
on a range of key commitments, including improving the Dundee Ramp facilities; reforming the Barramundi 
fishery; revisiting the application to have Shoal Bay zoned only for recreational and Traditional Indigenous 
crabbing; improving land based fishing opportunities; continuing the NT Recreational Fishing Grants Program; 
improving access to waters across pastoral lands; continuing water reform; better promoting NT fishing; and 
creating a new NT Recreational Fishing Development Plan. 
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AFANT Fish Tagging Research Program 
 
 
AFANT continues to work with Fisheries NT to deliver a community-
based fish tagging program, with a focus on Barramundi. We also 
support Fisheries NT’s tagging efforts by facilitating community fish 
recapture reports and managing reporting incentives. The information 
collected through fish tagging contributes to the understanding of 
fish stocks, size, and age structures, as well as trends in catch, and 
release rates. 
 
A major reason for the tagging program is to replace commercial 
catch-return data following the introduction of netting closures and 
the establishment of recreational-only barramundi fishing areas. 
AFANT thanks all our volunteers for their valuable contributions.  
 
The tagging program is overseen by the AFANT Tagging Sub-
committee, in conjunction with the AFANT and Fisheries NT 
Recreational Fishing Research Working Group. Together we have 
produced a Recreational Fishing Research Strategic Plan, which sets 
key targets and strategies for tagging, and other citizen science 
projects over the next four years. 
 
We are now in the final stages of developing a new Mobile App which 
will enable our volunteer taggers to record and send their data directly 
to our database. The App is being developed by InfoFish Australia and 
is funded by the Northern Territory Government through the NT 
Recreational Fishing Grants Program. Once the App is operational, it 
is hoped that the increased efficiency and reduction in office 
paperwork will allow us to expand our program and increase the 
number of volunteers we can support.  
 
 

 
Volunteer Profile: 
Paul Rich is long time AFANT member and 
Barramundi tagging volunteer. Paul always makes 
a special effort to understand where tagging is most 
needed, and always has his AFANT tagging kit with 
him when he goes fishing.  
 
Paul has tagged over 80 fish in a  number of 
locations since he began tagging in 2015. It was 
great to see him out this year continuing to 
contribute data while fishing with mates from 
Reeling Veterans - Fishing for Therapy.  A group that 
supports veterans and service men and women.  
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AFANT’s support for the Tagging Research Program has included: 
• Recruitment and support of volunteers  
• Maintenance of the AFANT Tagging Database 
• Monitoring of the 1800 Phone number recapture hotline 
• Issuing certificates and recapture rewards 
• Monitoring of the AFANT recapture web portal 
• Data entry of fish tagged and recaptures reported 
• Recovery of previously unreturned data through targeted effort by AFANT staff 
• Periodic supply of Fisheries NT tagged fish recaptures to the Fisheries agency 

 
Key developments in the reporting period: 

• AFANT and Fisheries NT have supplied all tagging data to InfoFish for consolidation into a single 
database to support development of the Mobile Application; 

• Meetings held with Fisheries NT Research to refine and complete the Recreational Fishing Research 
Strategic Plan to guide development, operations, and the deployment of tagging effort;  

• Reduced numbers of tagged fish and lower reported recaptures for the period were due to two major 
factors; consecutive poor run off fishing seasons with lower barramundi captures, and a pause on 
recruitment of new volunteers while the mobile App is developed. 

 
 Summary Data for year ending June 2019 

Tags Supplied (issued) 635 
Tags Released (in fish) 373 
Tags reported in period but tagged outside of period 786 
Recaptures reported (rewards sent): 166 
 

Data (by location for year ending June 2020 
JULY 2019 - JUNE 

2020     

  
AFANT Tagging 

Program 
Tagged fish 
Recaptures 

Adelaide River 5 2 
Bynoe Harbour 1 0 
Daly river 0 7 
Darwin Harbour 58 0 
Shoal bay 12 2 
Finnis River 14 1 
Fog bay 0 0 
Manton dam 8 0 
Mary River 22 4 
Moyle River 0 0 
Roper River 4 1 
Victoria River 0 0 
Yellow Waters 10 0 
East Alligator River 0 3 
Towns River 15 0 

 Totals 149 20 
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Blue Mud Bay & Land Claims 

The 2008 Blue Mud Bay decision of the High Court established property rights for Traditional Owners to the 
waters overlying the intertidal zone of the coastline and other areas of Aboriginal land. Aboriginal land 
constitutes almost 85% of the NT coast.  
 
AFANT supports the formal recognition of 
Traditional Ownership in accordance with the 
Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act. 
We believe there are considerable unexplored 
opportunities for fishers and Traditional Owners 
to mutually benefit from agreed certainty of 
access. While long-term fishing access 
agreements, covering several of the NT’s most 
socially and economically significant waters 
(Daly River, parts of the McArthur River, Pt 
Keats, the Sir Edward Pellew Islands, and the 
Gove peninsula) have been negotiated between 
the NT Government and Traditional Owners, 
many Aboriginal owned waters popular with 
fishers are still not the subject of formal 
agreement. 
 
 
On June 26, 2019 the Northern Land Council, AFANT, Northern Territory Seafood Council, NT Guided Fishing 
Industry Association and the Northern Territory Government signed a historic Heads of Agreement (HoA) at 
Nitmiluk. The HoA outlines areas of common understanding to underpin the way forward in resolving intertidal 
fishing access and to settle Blue Mud Bay fishing matters. Initially, an 18-month permit waiver was issued to 
allow fishing access to Aboriginal owned waters while negotiations progressed. 

Following a period of regular, independently-chaired Blue Mud Bay Negotiation Committee meetings in late 
2019 and early 2020, the COVID pandemic and biosecurity zone travel restrictions brought a halt to progress. 
However, in the lead up to 2020 NT Election, the Northern Territory Government and the Northern Land Council 
signed an Implementation Action Plan agreement to kick-start and progress elements of the HoA. The Action 
Plan outlines timelines for key actions including a review of the NT Fisheries Act and provides for an additional 
two-year permit waiver. 

AFANT continues to meet with all parties and has urged the NT Government to make every effort to come to 
terms with Traditional Owners for enduring recreational fishing access agreements. Priority areas from our 
perspective remain the lower Finniss River, the Roper River and Mini Mini Murganella. 

Aboriginal Land Claims 
Throughout 2019/20 AFANT has continued to participate in a number of claims before the Aboriginal Land 
Commissioner. Our practice has been to ensure that potential detriment to recreational fishing is recorded in 
accordance with the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act’s processes. The aim is to ensure that when 
claims are granted, agreements to allow recreational fishing access to important areas can be included in the 
settlement arrangements between the Government and Traditional Owners.  

The signing of the Heads of Agreement on June 26, 
2019, at the Nitmiluk Gorge NLC Full Council. 
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COVID 19 Pandemic Response 
The 2020 Coronavirus pandemic has had huge impacts 
across the globe. While the NT has performed exceptionally 
well, compared with other parts of the country and the world, 
the pandemic lockdown spanning March to June was an 
uncertain and very tough time for Territorians. During this 
difficult period, AFANT’s number one priority was to safely 
ensure that people could continue to access the social, 
health and wellbeing benefits that come from fishing, 
whether fishing alone or as a family / household unit. 
 
In March 2020, in accordance with our Pandemic Response 
Policy, the AFANT team moved to working from home and 
online meeting technology was adopted by the Committee. 
Our focus shifted from our projects and other regular tasks 
to working closely with the Northern Territory Government, 
including the Chief Minister’s Office, the Minister for 
Fisheries, Fisheries NT, NT Parks and Wildlife, and NT Police. 
Building on our professional and trusting relationships, 
AFANT was able assist policymakers on practical matters 
relating to our sector, and to host a one-stop-shop for 
reliable and timely information. 
 
The appetite for information from the fishing public was 
unprecedented, sometimes resulting in upwards of 30 phone 
calls per day with requests for information or clarification of 
the swiftly changing physical distancing, travel, park closure and Commonwealth biosecurity regulations. 
AFANT maintained a web page which was kept current with clear advice and links to all relevant Government 
and agency information. Emails were sent to members and supporters advising of any changes, and regular 
updates on Facebook routinely reached between 40,000 – 100,000 people, and had thousands of engagements, 
often with 100+shares per post.  

 
AFANT thanks the Northern Territory 
Government, Fisheries, Parks, NT Police, 
fishing clubs, the Australian Fishing Trade 
Association, tackle and boat stores for 
working so closely and constructively 
together during this critical time.  
 
Our biggest thanks go to all the NT 
recreational fishers who make it their 
business to be up to date with the rules, 
and who did their part to keep vulnerable 
communities safe. These actions helped 
to keep the NT safe, and in doing so, 
successfully kept Territorians fishing when 
we all needed it most.   

Tackle shop posters developed by AFANT in conjunction with AFTA 
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Commonwealth issues & the National 
Recreational Fishing Conference 
 
North Marine Parks Advisory Committee 
 
Prior to the implementation of the Commonwealth Marine Park North 
Management Plan back in July 2018, AFANT worked closely with the Australian 
Recreational Fishing Foundation to ensure impacts to recreational fishing could 
be minimised. Our CEO is now a member of the North Marine Parks Advisory 
Committee (NMPAC). 
 

The NMPAC meets twice per year and members work with Parks Australia staff 
to shape the management of the 8 North Marine Parks, providing advice and 
strengthening Parks Australia’s understanding of park user interests and issues. 
 
 
 
 

National Recreational Fishing Conference – Hobart  
 
The 2019 Australian National Recreational Fishing Conference was held 
on December 10 -11 in Hobart. The event was pitched at recreational 
fishing organisations, managers and researchers from around 
Australia.  Titled Our Fishing, Our Research, Our Recreational Future, 
there were high profile national and international keynote speakers. An 
exploration of hot topics, including social licence, fish habitat and 
citizen science, ensured that the conference was the best one yet, with 
people traveling from every state and territory to attend.  
 
The NT delegation included our CEO, two AFANT Committee 
members, a young Larrakia Ranger, and Fisheries NT Staff.  AFANT’s 
CEO presented an address on Blue Mud Bay and the future challenges 
and opportunities for NT recreational fishing in the context of Land 
Rights.   
 

AFANT Committee member Melita 
McKinnon and Larrakia Ranger Javadd 
Lawler were the recipients of an FRDC 
funded future leadership travel bursary. 
Leadership forums and activities were 
held on the days either side of the 
conference, offering a unique 
opportunity to learn from the challenges, 
ideas, and experiences of sector 
representatives from around Australia. 
Bursary winners engaged with 
presentations from sector leaders 
including the AFANT and RecfishWest 
CEOs, who are previous beneficiaries of 
FRDC leadership bursary and training 
opportunities. 

AFANT’s Rocky Edwards, David Ciaravolo and Melita McKinnon 
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Activity snapshots: 
 
National Recreational Fishing Survey 
 
The National Recreational Fishing Survey aims to identify the range of economic, 
health and social values of fishing for fishers, businesses, and communities across 
Australia. It will provide the first up-to-date picture of the value of recreational 
fishing in Australia since 2001. This major project has long been advocated for 
and supported by AFANT and the Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation.  
 
Community participation in the survey was essential and in May 2020, when the 
sample numbers for the NT were less than targeted, we tried to help spread the 
word and promote participation. It was at this point that the team at Staunch 
Crab stepped up in a big way. Offering daily prize draws for fishers who could 
prove participation in the survey. Within one week, the NT participation target 
was met and well exceeded. We extend a big thank you to Tynan and Leila, as 
well as the Barramundi Adventures team!    
 
 
Artificial Reefs 

 
AFANT has long advocated for the construction of 
purpose-built artificial reefs  to enhance saltwater 
fishing experiences around Darwin. In late 2019, four 
football field sized, locally constructed, purpose-
designed reef complexes were deployed in the 
waters off the coast of the greater Darwin region. The 
reef structures provide fish habitat and, together 
with FAD’s, are designed to offer accessible, high 
quality, sustainable fishing experiences for reef fish 
and pelagic fish.   
 
 
 
 

AFANT has been involved in the consultation, promotion, and development of the Code of Conduct for reef 
and FAD fishing. We look forward to partnering with Fisheries NT on the next step, which is monitoring and 
assessment.  
 
Darwin Harbour Clean Up 
 

The 2020 event was the 11th Darwin Harbour Clean-Up 
and was organised by the Larrakia Rangers.  Almost 200 
volunteers from 27 groups collected rubbish that totalled 
2.1 tonnes. AFANT’s CEO partnered with the OzFish 
Unlimited Darwin Chapter President to clean up around 
Cullen Bay, removing plastic, drinking cans, fishing line 
and 6 abandoned, unmarked crab traps in the process.  

The 4m+ reef structures are not hard to spot on the sounder 
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National Gone Fishing Day 

 
 
Sunday 20 October 2019 was National Gone Fishing Day.  Gone 
Fishing Day is the one day each year when all Australians are 
encouraged to pick up a rod, gather a crew together, and get out 
on the water for some fun. For our fishing clubs and passionate 
avid fishers, it is yet another great reason to celebrate all the 
things we love about fishing.  
 
In 2019, AFANT’s focus was to acknowledge the health, 
happiness, economic and community benefits that flow from 
recreational fishing. Thanks to the Northern Territory 
Government’s NT Recreational Fishing Grants program, we were 
able to celebrate the day in several ways and to launch a project that will further promote the social and 
economic benefits of recreational fishing in the Territory. 
 
To mark the day, AFANT organised a special pop-up morning event at Dinah Beach. Set up on the lawn in front 
of our corporate member and sponsor In & Outboard Marine, it was a great location where we could catch 
fishers on their way down to Darwin’s most popular boat ramp. Thanks to generous sponsorship from Pauls 
Iced coffee, Colemans Printing, The Sunday Territorian, Reidy’s Lures, and Tales from the Tinny we had some 
great giveaways and casting comps for the kids.  
 

The Territory wide “AFANT 
Brag Board” Photo 
Competition was kicked off 
on Gone Fishing Day and ran 
through to February 2020. 
Fishers were encouraged to 
send in their fishing photos 
with the chance of winning 
some great prizes thanks to 
our sponsors at Humpty Doo 
Barramundi, Shimano, and 
Fishing and Outdoor World. 
 
Photos were submitted from 
right across the Top End with 
entries from Darwin, 
Katherine, Nhulunbuy, Groote 
Eylandt, King Ash Bay and 
more. Our team compiled 
selected entries to produce 
the “Big AFANT Brag Board”.   

 
The Brag Board has been printed as an extra-large media wall for display at AGM’s, Boat Shows, future 
Recreational Fishing Awards, and other events.  AFANT has also produced poster-sized brag boards for display 
in local tackle shops, fishing clubs and sponsors locations. 
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Fishing Club Members 
AFANT acknowledges our Fishing Club Members. Fishing clubs are a central part of the NT recreational 
fishing community. From Barramundi fishing, to game fishing and flyfishing, our member clubs conduct a 
range of activities and competitions right around the Territory. Family friendly and inclusive, we encourage 
you to check them out!  

www.dundeesrc.org.au 
www.kingashbay.com.au 
www.palmerstongamefishing.com.au 
www.kgfc.com.au 
www.govefishingclub.org.au 
www.darwinflyrodders.org.au 
www.darwingamefishingclub.com.au 

http://www.dundeesrc.org.au/
http://www.kingashbay.com.au/
http://www.palmerstongamefishing.com.au/
http://www.kgfc.com.au/
http://www.govefishingclub.org.au/
http://www.darwinflyrodders.org.au/
http://www.darwingamefishingclub.com.au/


AFANT Annual Report 2019/20    23 

AFANT thanks the following supporters for generous donations or grant assistance for projects 
and events during 2019/20: 



ANGUSACCOUNTANTS 

AMATEUR FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF NT INC 

ABN 47 665 738 318 

YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

I N D EX 

1. Statement by Members of the Committee

2. Committee's Report

3. Income and Expenditure Statement

4. Detailed Balance Sheet

5. Balance Sheet

6. Depreciation Schedule

7. Notes to the Financial Statements

8. Independent Auditor's Report to the Members

T OB B841 2B44 F OB B841 2355 admin@angusaccountants.com. au 

t!.�et0,!}-40 Parap Road Parap NT OB2O PO Box 478 Parap NT OBO4 
Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation 
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